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and Castlemaine than in the local centres, amount of butter, and they said it was the
and he did not see why farmers should be ollly butter they could depend on as being
compelled to dispose of their produce at a. the same right through. Seeing that the
cheaper rate than they could sell it for else·· firm that was agitating was the only firm that
had been fined for selling condensed milk that
where.
Mr. DUFFUS said he bad very great did not contain food properties, they should
pleasure in supporting the remarks made by not get allY consideratioll from the Gothe honorable member for Goulburn Valley. vernment.
Xow that the Government
Mr. Crowe was a man who he (Mr. Duffus) were trying to establish a condensed milk
was surt3, stood in the very highest esteem of business in this State, it seemed that some
the dairy-farmers throughout the State. people had got a "bee in their bonnet," and
'When he was first appointed to his position Rhould get the treatment from the Governa dead set was rna,de ag-ainst him by the ment that they deserved.
Qutter exporters of Melbourne, simply beMr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East) said
cause they found that he was not marle of he commended Mr. Crowe for his endeavours
such pliable clay as wcre somEl of his pre- to prevent milk being brought from the
decessors, and because he would not fall in country to the towr.s to be lIla,de into butter.
with what they wanted they endeavoured in He (Mr. Cameron) thought milk should be
every possible way to injure him in the eyes churned into butter 0n the premises. He
He (Mr. Duffus) be- uudersteod that one of the applicants for the
of the Department.
lieved the Melbourne butter merchants were position of inspector under the Milk ~uper·
the instigators of the present movement. vision Act claimed that he could double
:Mr. Crowe was known to be a mall who cream. His systt3m was to have two cans,
would not do anything dishonest, and who and wheu the cream got to a certain
would not commit any injustice in carrying stage of ripeness it flowed from one can
ont his duties on any member of the coru.- into the other can in a rotten stat.e. He conmunity. Because Mr. Crowe failed to fall sidered that a lot of cream was being doubled
in with what the butter merchants in Mel- in that way, and Mr. Crowe was trying to
bourne wanted, they tried to injure him in prevent that state of things.
his position. Parliament had taken very
Mr. S WINBURNE said all he wished to
great pains to secnre sanitary conditions say was that honorable memuers could leave
throughout the State, from the milk- Mr. Crowe in his (Mr. Swinburne'S) hands.
yards upwards, ill connexioll with the He had a gt'eat respect for Mr. Crowe, who
butter industry, and had also gOlle was an officer of great initiative, and who
to very great expense in appointing worked well. He (Mr. Swinburne) preached
expert supervisors.
He (Mr. Duffus) co-operation wherever he went, and Mr.
hoped the Minister would back up the super- Crowe did the same. Mr. Crowe was simply
visors, a.nd especially a man who bore such a carrying out the policy of the Department in
high character as Mr. Crowe. He hoped the anything that he had done, aud he had
Minister would not allow Mr. Crowe to be acted in the right spirit. Therc was no more
injured by these people, who wished him well-meanitlg man in t.he service than Mr.
simply to serve their interests.
Crowe.
Mr. COLECHIN said he had approached
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. Crowe on several occasions, and ha.d
The House adjourned at five minutes past
always found that one could rely upon any- eleven o'clock p.m. until two o'clock p.m.
thing he said. A friend of his (Mr. Colechin's) ne.I:.t day.
had just come from South Africa, and hi.3
friend told him that right up to J ohannesburg the people were desirous of doing busiLEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
ness \vith the South African people, but they
Thu7'sday, August 30, 1906.
liked the Victorian butter better. They said
the Viotorian bntter was the best butter they
could get. No matter what firm they went
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
to in South Africa, the same reliance eould two o'clock p.m.
not be placed on the butter obtained as could
REPRESENTATION OF GIPPSLAND
He
be placed on the Victorian butter.
WEST.
l.hought Mr. Crowe was entitled to the very
The SPEAKER announced that he had
best thanks of the people of Victoria for the
way in which butter had been shipped. The this day received the return to the writ issued
leading club in Johannesbu.rg llsed a large . for the election of a member to serve
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in the Legislative Assembly for the
Electoral District of Gippsland West, by
which it appeared that John Emanllel Mackey
had been duly elected.
Mr. Mackey was then introd need and
sworn.

I)ETITIONS.
Petitions from locomotive engine-drivers
and firemen ill the Railway Department,
praying fur the introduction (If an
eight-hours day, or forty-eight hours per
week, were presented, by Mr. HANNAH, from
engine-drivers and firemen in the city of Melbourne and suburbs; by Mr. HUNT, frum
engine-dri vel'S a.nd firemen of the Seymour Distriot; by Mr. CARLISfJE, from engine-drivers
and firemen in Beualla; by Mr. H. S. BENNBTT (Ballarat West), from engine-drivers and
firemen in the Ballarat District; by Mr.
OUTl'RIM, from engine-drivers and firemen in
the Maryborough District; by Mr. KEOGH,
from engine-drivers and firemen in the 'fraralgOll District; by Mr. COLECHlN, from enginedri vers and firemen in the Geelong District;
and by Mr. SMITH, from engine-drivers and
firemen in the Bendigo District.
Petitions, praying that the House would
enact a. comprehensive amendment of the
Jaw dealing with the manufacture and sale
of intoxicating liquors, which w(l)Uld give the
people the indisputahle right of determining
triellnally, in every electoral district of the
Legislative Assembly, whether the existing
licences should be continued or rednced, or
be discontinued, were presented by Mr.
COLECHlN and Mr. Y.CGREGOR.

VENTILATION OF GRIEVANCES.
COLIBAN

WATER

SUPPLy-RAILWAY EMSTEVKDORINU COMPANY
-p APER-MAKERS, CEMENT VVORKERS, AND
FODDER'VORKEHS-FAWKNER PARK.
Un the Order of the Day for the House to
resolve itself into Committee of Supply,
Mr LA V{SON said he delSired to take advantage of this opportunity to bring under
the notice of the Government, and particularly of the Minister of ·Water Supply, the
new regulations fQrmulated by the Water
Supply Commissioners so far as they affected
the area. supplied from the Coliban Reservoirs.
Before doing that he wished to refer briefly
to what took place in this House when this
matter was under consideration in connexion
with the Water Bill. It would be remembered that the cl1\use ill the new Bill was
different from the section in the old Act,
which fixed the rate for water for domestic
PLOYES-GEI~LONG
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purposes at 7~ per cent. The clause in th&
new Bill, which was now section 30 of Act
No. 2016, providedThe Commission may make and levy rates and
charges for the snpply of v.a.ter as aforesaid, and '
such rates shall be made to recoup the cost of the
maintenance and mauagernent of such works and
such proportion as the Commissioner may deem
reasonable of the interest to be provided upon the·
amounts debited in the books of account of the
Commission in respect of such area and district
and of the works for the supply of water thereto.

1 t was felt by those who represented the
districts within that area that it was proposed to place in the hands of the Commissioners the great pllwer to practically put
any rate they liked on the lands within that
area, and so representations were made t<>
the Minister and a discussion took place in
the House, as the result of which the
maximum rate for water for domestic purposes was fixed nt 7~ per cent. on
the annual rateable yallle of t~e property.
But as there was this distinct. dirp.ctioll to
the Commission to get such a return on the
capital debited in the books oi the Commission to the Coliban scheme, it was felt that
an effort might be made, while the domestic
rate was secured and definite]y fixed by the
Act, to increase the charge on the water ulSed
for mining purposes. Attention was, therefore, dire~ted to that aspect of the question
in the House~ Previously the Department
had adopted the policy of assisting the mining
industry in every way with regard to the
supply of water. The Department, it seemed
to him, had ta.ken the very correct view that
this was an industry that deserved all the
support and encouragemen~ that the State
could give it, and that the policy of the
Water Supply Department, working in conjunction with the Mines Department, with
which it was at that t.ime associated, should
be to do everything that was reasonably possible to effect this purpose. The rates were
therefore tixed at a certain figure, and it was
felt that there was a danger of those rates
being increased, so the matter was brought
directly under the notice of the Minister.
The question was discussed on the 9th
August, 1905, when the honorable member
for Bendigo East made the following- remarks,
as reported in IIansa1'd, vol. 110, page

855:Mr. BAILES said the maximum rate to he
charged for domestic supply was now fixed a.t 7i
per cent., but there was no provision whatever for
a maximum rate for mining purposes. The rates
that were being charged now for water for mining
purposes were very much ill excess .of what they
had been. He was not making any attempt by
what he was saying to get any reduction, but it

r-Ventilation of

[30 AUGUST, 19 06

w&s quite possible that in later years the Commission, realizing the fa.ct that the miners generally
h&d to depend exclusi vely now on the Collba.n for
water supply to carryon their mining operations,
might seek to augment their revenue by increasing
the water rates for mining purposes to such a.n
extent as to cripple the mining industry altogether.

Then, at page 856, the same honorable momber was rePlorted as follows : Mr. BAILES slIoid the mines were paying double
the ra.tes charged for irrigation, but they did not
complain about it. Could not the Minister have a
maximum charge for mining purposes included in
this Bill under the Coliban scheme? It was only
fair to safegua.rd Ion industry that had done, a.nd
was doing, a great dea.l for the State, and it would
be a pily to put into the hands of the Oommission
a. power to extort such a rate as woulil absolutely
cripple the industry.

In reply to that the Minister of Water
Supply was reported on the same page as
follows : With reference to the matter ra.ised by the
honorable member for Bendigo East he (Mr. ~win
burne) thought it would be very injudicious to
put .. schedule of charges in the Bill. If a.
maximum charge were put in the Bill another
Act of Parliament would be required to las. it.
Honorable members wele hardly justifie in assuming that the Commissioners would act otherwise than the Department had d'>De. It would
be the business of the Commissioners to encour80ge water consumption. Honorable members
8hould have every confidence that justice would
be dealt out in the future as it a.lways had been
in the paet.

Later on he (Mr. Lawson) directed the
Minister's attention to the fact that the
clause was different from the corresponding
section in the old Act. He saidThe districts affected were sa.tisfied with the administration of the Department, but as the Commiseion wonld be unable to increase the domestic ra.te
they might interpret the direction of this cla.use as
3n indioa.tion that Pa.rliament intended tha.t the
ra.tes for irrigation a.nd for mining purposes a.nd
other supplies-Mr. SWINBURNE.-No.
Mr. LAWSON sa.id he could understand the
apprehension that the mining companies felt.
Member. had recei ve:! letters from the Mine Man8ogers' Association at Bendigo, which had taken this
matter up, and requested that I\. ma.ximum charge
should be inserted. If he got some assurance from
the Minister that it was not intended tha.t the direction should be read as an instruction to increase
the charge he would be content.

The reply of the Minister was reported as
follows : Mr. SWINBURNE sa.id he was willing to give
a very emphatic assurance that it was not mea.nt to
increase the charges for sluicing and mining.
He was glad to put it on record in Hansar'd that
it wa. not his intention nor the intention of the
Mini8try tha.t it should be done.

Having recei ved that assurance from the
Minister on that occasion, the representatives
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of the districts concerned ceased from troubling. They wrote to those who were interested, ad vising them of what the :Minister
had promised, and saying that they (the
representatives) had every confidence in that
honorable gentleman. and were quit~ satisfi'ed
that the interests of the people concemed
would be in no way jeopardized. On that
assurance the agitation ceased, and everything rema.ined the same until the Hew regulations were published by the Water Supply
Commissioners, and were approved of by the
Govel'llor in Council on the 18th July la.st.
There were some material differences in these
new regulations !i\,S compared with the old
regulations. First, he would like to direct
the attention of the Minister tn the distinction that had been made with regard to
the rating of business premises.
Mr. SWINBURNE.- That is uot mining.
Mr. LAWSON said he thought it wafS perfectly competent for him to drflw attention.
to this point as well, because it affected a.
large numb~r of people in the whole of the
district. In the previous regulations a distinction was made in favour of non-domiciled premises. That was to say, in t.he CMe
of business premises which were not used a.s
residences a rate lower than 7t per cent. wa.s
fixed. The old regulation provided for a
rate of 6 per cent. up to £300 value,
3 per cent. from £300 to £700, and
£1 178. 6d. per cent. above £700. In
the new regulations that distinetion was
eliminated altogether, and the result was
that these bu!i~ess premiees, which only had
the advantage of the mains passing through
them, because very little water was used'"there might be a tap for drinking purposes,
but the water was not used for domestic purposes in the ordinary sense of the \rordshad to pay ~m increased rate of 7~ per cent.
Re asked the Minister to ccmsider whether
this was fair. or in keeping with the previous
decision of. the House that the domestic rMe
should remain the same. Certainly, on premises occupied as dwellings the rate did remain the same, but formerly there was this
distinction as to non·domiciled premises, and"
that distinction had been wiped out by the
new regulations. He would also direct the
attention of the Minister to the fact tha.t the
regulation had fix.ed a rate on unoccupied
land which jumped at once to the maximum.
In the case of the Geelong Water Supply
area the regulation provided that for land on
which there were no buildings the rate was 61
per cent. on the annual valuation, but in the
case -of the Coli ban area the rate for
land on whioh there were no bnildings
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was 7 ~ per ceut. on the annual valuation.
He would ask the Minister to consider
whether that charge was necessary. The
House bad agreed to, and honorable members
representing the district had accepted, the
principle of rating these vacant blocks, but
was it altogether fair to Pllt on the maximllm
rate at once in the case of the Coli ban area,
while in the case of the Geelong area it paid to
collect a rate of 6i per cent.? He had spoken to
the Commissioners about the matter, and
they said they desired uniformity in the
rates. The first answer he got was, that it
would not pay to collect the rate at 6i per
cent.; but if it paid to do so in the Geelong
area he assumed that it' would also pay in
the Coli ban area. He would ask the Minister to consider whether a reduction to
per cent. could not be made in the case of
these lands.
When this matter was previously undet· c(lnsiJeration, the people within
the Coliban area did not want to come under
the jurisdiction of the Commission. They
desired the administration to continne as it
was, but they were overruled. 'rhey made
a protest against it, but the Minister was firm,
a.nd the HOllse was with him, so that they had
tCD acquiesce in the appointment of the CO:l1mission. Of course it would be understood
that what he and other honorable members
were saying wa.s not intended in any way as
a reflection on the Commissioners themselves; but they felt that, in appointing a
Commission which had nbsolute control, they
were giving up powers and privileges which
Parliament itself had hitherto possessed. However, as the Governor in Council had to approve of the regulations, he assumed that the
Government could not get rid of their responsibility, and would have power to make
the alterations th:il.t were urgently desired.
It was with regard to the supply of water
for mining purposes that he desired particularly to speak. 'rhe alterations in that respect were contained first in regnlation No.
28, sub-section (2), which provided that the
charge to be paid for water supplied by meter
should be Is. per 1,000 gallons except
in the cases thereafter specially mentioned.
Then it was provided that for mining purposes the charge should be 6d. per 1,000
gallons. Previously the charge for water for
mining purposes was only 3d. per 1,000
gallons, so that the price had now been
doubled. Next, it was provided by regulation No. 30, that the charge to be paid for
water supplied from the channels for crushing
batteries should be Id. per 1,000 gallons.
The charge under this head was previously
§d., so that here again the rate had
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been doubled.
The regulation provided
further that the charge for water supplied
from the channels for steam boilers, condensers, and machinery, should be 3d. per
1,000 gallons. Previollsly the charge was
only Id. for water for these purposes,
so that the new rate was three times as IlillCh
as was previously charged. Some honorable
members might be iuclined to say that this
was a small matter, uut it'very largely
affected the welfare of,the mining industry.
Many of the mines, and especially the quartz
mines, in that district were struggling along,
and were not on the dividend list, and
these increases meant that the), had an
additional difficulty to overcome in the
winning of the gold from the earth,
He could give one example in conllexion with
the Forest Reef Gold Mining Compau)', which
was an EIlglish-own~d company, carrying on
operations near Uhiltern. It was not on the
dividend list. It was barely able to pay expenses. At a critical time, whel~ the OWllers
of the mine were considering whether they
should continue operations or not, these regulations were issued, and t he price per
month for water was doubled. Last week
that mine was temporarily closed clown, and
over 100 men were thrown out of work. He
won!d not say that this had happened as the
result of the increase in the charges for water.
The mine manager told him he had seen the
Commission, and that they had stated there
could be no concession, as the regulations
had to be followed. Here was an instance
where the Department should go to the
assistance of the mining industry, and do
what it could to meet that industry. This
mine, although not paying, provided employment for over 100 men, and this increase was,
80 to speak, the last straw that broke the
camel's back. He had had representations
madetohimfrom thedredgeowuersall through
his district. They had had Supreme Court
writs hurled at them, and investors were becoming tired, and' now this additional burden
was put upon them by the Government. They
were beginning to think whether it was H..
wise thing to invest in mining at all. He
had told them that he and ather honorable
members had got an assurance from the
Minister when the Bill was going through
that these charges should not be increased.
On the faith of that assurance he and the
other honorable members had ceased their
opposition, and had not fought for the provision of maximum rate charges in the
Hill. He had told these people that, he was
sure when the Minister was reminded of his
distinct stateP-lent, which was reported in
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Hansard, the honorable gentleman would
give the matter reconsideration. He (Mr.
Lawson) understood that the Minister had
forgotten about it, and that was not to be
wondered at, the honorable gentleman having had so much to do in connexion with the
measure, and so many phases of the question
having to be considered. The Miuister, perhaps, did not regard this matter as a very
important one, and no doubt it escaped his
notice for the time being. He would ask the
honorable gentlemall, on behalf of the districts he (Mr. La.wson) and other. mining
members represented, ana on behalf of the
great mining industry, for sympathetic attention and consideration on the part of
the Minister. The honorable gentleman
should give such relief as would be
given if he carried out the promise he had
made in the House. They would not be content until they had a. reversion to the old
rates. At the present time the reservoirs
were overflowing, and millions of gallons of
water were rm~ning to waste every day.
Previously, this water used to bE:: utilized for
giving empl<,yment to poor sluicers. The
individual miners engaged in sluicing were
not a wealthy class. They earned a. vQry
poor living, and had to ,york very hard, and
very often they had exceedingly poor cleanups. The Mines Department used to make
these people a concession when the water was
running to waste, but now the charge was
fixed definitely by schedule at a certain
figure.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I have lowered that
since I have been in office.
Mr. LAWSON said he was pointing this
out as an instance of what the Department
. used to do in contrast with what was done
to-d ..y.
Mr. SWJNBUR~ I<:.-l'he charge is not
raised.
Mr. LA "VSON said the charge was not
raised for the iudi vidual sluicers, and he
understood they were perfectly satisfied with
what the Minister had done. But where the
Commission had changed what the Miui&ter
had done previollsly, and where a departure
had been taken from the regulations of previolls Governments, dissatisfaction existed,
and it was against these alterations he was
now appealing to the Minister for relief.
Mr. SMITH observed that, on behalf of
the Bendigo district, a pOl'tion of which he
represented, he wished to support the complain·t made by the honorable member for
Castlemaine.
That honorable member had
shown clearly what thtt statement was that
was made by the Minister when the "Yater
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Acts Consolidation and Amendment Act was
being passed. The statement was that the
existing nl.tes were not likely to be altered.
The honorable member for Castlemaille
showed that in some cases there had been an
advance of 100 per cent. That proved, to
himself at any rate, that the position taken
up by the Water Commission was distinctly
opposite to what the Minister had led the
House to understand would be the case. He
(Mr. Smith) would not say that t he mines
at Bendigo were wholly dependent for their
success or failure on the amount charged for
their water supply, and the charges, after
all, could not be said to be excessive. At
the same time, the applica.tion of the rate
to what he would call Hon-domiciled huildiugs was going to inflict severe hardship on
many of the tenants of these premises, and
he thought it only right that the manner in
which this was to be done should be
brought under the notice of the Minister of 'Vater Supply, with a view
to securing redress, iu accordance with the
pr<llmise given to the House at the time the
Act referred to was under consideration. He
wished to add his protest against the action
of the Commission in raising the charges, and
he hoped the Minister would take t.he matter
in hand and see that these wrongs were remedied at the earliest possible moment.
Mr. BAILES stated he would like to
offer his congratulations to the honorable
member for Castlemaine for bringing this
matter before the House. It would be in the
recollection of honorable members that when
t.he Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment . Bill was before the House, very
strenuous objection was offered by honorable
members of the Bendigo and Castlemu.ine
districts to the powers that were beillg conferred on the Commission, and, as the
honorable meUl bel' for C'astlemaine had
pointed out, the Minister of Water Supply
virtually gave an assurance that something
would be done in a different direction from
what seemed likely to be done as far as Bendigo was concerned. He might say that the
Bendigo people were quite in unison wit h the
Castlemaine people. There had been 119 objection to J aising the rate to 7 ~ per cent. It
was felt that the extra. works erected, such
as the second reservoir, would practically
assure the people of that district against
any risks of a water famine, and that under
those circumstances the representatives of
those districts were justifiedin a5;reeing to the
7! per cent., and he had never heard of any
objection being made to it. There might be
good grounds for objecting to the high rate
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being charged against those business premises
where, as the honorable member for Castlemaine put it, hardly any water at all was used.
'When people throughout the State read of
the wonderful results of mining in the Bendigo di8trict, and week after week saw reports
of the immense quantity of gold produced,
and the large amounts paid aWH,y in dividends,
they were apt to run away with the idea
that all the mining claims in the district were
OIl the high road to prosperity.
That was
quite an erroneous impression. A large proportion of the mines there, as the calls list
would show, were not getting any gold at all,
and the result of an increased charge would
be serious. He assumed that the figures
given by the honorable member for Castlemaine were correct, and he would be pleased
to hear from the Minister that they were not
correct, and that the honorable member's
6urmh~e that these charges were to be levied
on the mining companies was mistaken. A
moderate increase he (Mr. Bailes) had no
doubt would not be objected to. The mining
companies realized that if it were not for this
acbeme they would be practically unabl,~ to
ca.rry on opel't'l.tions. In the old da.ys, \V hen
the mines obtained water from the dams for
their mining machinery, they were indirectly
Of directly assured that they could get all
their supply from the races or pipes, and the
result was that they had depended all these
"ears on this source. From his own experience he knew that before the second
reservOIr was constructed the mines, on many
occasions, had to stop their operations because
there was 110 water in the mains to keep the
boilers fnIl. When he was carrying out his
duties as a mining reporter, he had frequently
to go down the mines, and often had to retUnl
because the mines from this cause were unable to carry OIl their operations. This condition of things was altered now, and there
was no possibility of that occurring again.
An assurance that their operations would not
be interfered with from this cause would be
a justification for these companies paying
some slight increase on the rates iu existence,
bllt, this rapid rise of 300 per cent., in some
instances, and of 100 per cent. in others, was
altogether too much for the progressive companies, at any rate, to staud. When a mine was
on prospecting operations the work cost ag
much as seeking for gold, aud when gold was
got every economy had to be practised. If
the charges for carrying on their operations
were increased, it would mean that these
mines would hll:ve to red uce the labour employed in them. Calls could uot be expected
to come in any better than they were coming
Mr. Baile3.
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in now j and if there was to be an increase in
the charges for water-and it must be remembered that owing to the want of a proper
forestry system the price of timber had gone
np-they must cnrtail their expenditure ill
other ways, and that meant reducing the
number of men in the mines. He trusted
the Minister would show that the fears
prevailing with regard to the matter under
notice were groundless, and that it was not
intended to extort from the mines the exorbitant rates that had been read out.
Mr. KIRKWOOD said he rose to support
the remarks of the honorable member for
Castlemaine, and also of the honorable
members for Bendigo East, and West. Those
districts were all in the same line of country,
and received water from" the Coliban. It was
agreed that Bendigo and Eaglehawk should
pay certain rates for the domestic supply of
water, but nothing was mentioned at that
time with reference to the charge for water
for mining. The district was going pretty
swiftly ahead now, and he thought that if
the Minister were to give the matter a little
more consideration he would not attempt to
put on a double price. He was not complaining that the Minister was doing any
harm. In fact, he thanked the Minister for
the trouble he had taken, and for trying to
give a splendid supply of water during the
dry seMOIl. The Minister was now going to
carry out a scheme w hieh would take the
water right through Eaglehawk and further
on. He hoped the Minister would gi ve
consideration to the mining industry, and try
to keep the rate for water in mines at as
Iowa figure as possible.
Mr. SWINBURNE said he was very sorry
that there had been any complaint about the
Coli ban scheme, becanse the Department had.
paid a great deal of attention to the scheme.
They had expended a very large amount of
money on it, and at the present time they
were only getting 2; per cent. on their outlay.
Mr. RA1LE5.-It is hardly fair to oharge
that on the scheme. It is ()11 account of
the bungling when the first reservoir was
made.
Mr. SWINBURNE said some mistakes
had been made with reference to the insinuations of the honorable member for C'astlemaine.
Mr. LAwsoN.-Not insinuations.
Mr. S\,VINBURNE said that charges for
water from pipes had not been increased in
any way. 'rhe honorable member for Castlemaine said that previously the charge was
3d. As a matter of fact it was previously 6d.
There had been no increase whatever in the
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The WaterSupply
Commissioners had approached him in connexion with the alteration of the by-laws,
and he might say that the by-laws were
simply ill an almost inexplicable condition,
and one could hardly understand them. The
Commissioners had wa.ited two yeal's for the
Water Bill to pass, SU as to make alterations. Chargei were being made that should
not have been made, and there were various
rates the incidenoe of whioh was hardly
l.mderstood. He had gone into the whole
matter with the Commission, and they had rearranged everything on what he considored
was a fair and reasonable basis. No extra
charge had been made for the water from
pipes, but there had been an extra charge
made for water for batteries. Up to the
present it had been ~d.
.
Mr. LAwsoN.-My information is from an
offioial 80urce
Mr. SWINBUH.~E said he had the
written information from the offioial source,
aud the charge for batteries was ~d. per
1,000 gallons. That was cheaper than any
supply in the world. It was preposed to
make the charge Id. for 1,000 ganons, and
that was cheaper t.han any other supply for
the purpose in the world.
He admitted
that when he went over the regulations, he forgot what he bad said ill
the House.
He had been fighting the
Water Bill in the House for eighteen months,
He re. aud he forgot what he had - said.
gretted very much that he had done so,
but the Ra.ilways Standing Committee, when
they made a recommendation on the matter,
recommended that the charge should be I ~d.
for 1,000 gallons.
Mr. BAILEs.-That was long before the
Water Bill was under consideration.
Mr. SWINBURNE said, for the information of the honorable nlember, he might sa.y
that the charge was to we Id. for 1,000 gallons. On account of very strong agitation on the part of some of the wealthiest
men and compal1ies in Bendigo, who
could have easily paid the money. the
rate was reduced to id., and the Commissioners wished to reinstate the 1d.
The charge for sluicing had not been
After considering
raised in any way.
the matter, and visiting fossickers and
slllicets in Bendigo and other places, the
charge for sluicing was fixed at one-third of
a penny per 1,000 gallons.
Mr. BAILF.s.-They get such poor results.
Mr. SWINBURNE said if that was not
low enough one might give them the water
free.
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Mr. BAILES.-SO you might, and with
ad vantage to the ~tate.
Mr. SWINBURNE said something must.
be charged, and it was impossible to make
the amount less than one-third of a penny
per 1,000 gallons. Only two items had been.
ra.ised.
ThQ charge for water for crushing
batteries had been raised from !d. to 1d., and
the charge for water for boilers from Id. to 3d.
It was intended, in raising the amount.
for the supply of boilers to 3d., to get at the
boilers usecl for manufacturing. Threepence
was a most reasonable charge, and included
all the expenses of putting the water into a..
dam, pumping it into the boiler, and, in
addition, the water had to be pumped from
the pipes into the water main. The ElectriO'
Light Company at Bendigo happened to be
on a channel. Why should they get water
for boilers at 1d. per 1,000 gallons? It.
was not right to the State, and the regulation had beeu altered so that boilers used
for manufacturing should be ~harged 3d. per
1,000 gallons. Jt had been urged that boilers
used in mining should not be included in
that. As a matter of fa.ct, boilers used in
mining consumed a very small amount or
water in comparison with batteries. The Government was expending a very large amount
of monf'Y in connexion with the Coli ban
supply. There w8:s £2,500 for the Eaglehawk
extension, a.nd, at the instance of the honorable' member for Bendigo East, the Treasurer had also provided £2,000 for the
extension of j. rACe goillg through Crown
lands and private lands for irrigation purposes.
Mr. BAILRs.-That is going to make available thousands of acres of Crown land.
Mr. MURRAY (to Mr. Swinburne).-Could
you not discriminate between the big compallies that pay enormous dividends and theothers? Why should they get water at
pa.u per rates?
Mr. SWINBURNE said, as a matter or
fact, they should nM. The honorable member for Warrnambool was quite right in his.
de6nition In connexion with dredging honorable members mllst not run away with the
idea that there was any unfair dealing.
Water for sluicing was still provided at onethird of a penny per 1,000 gallons. Tha.t.
was a mere baga.telle. With reference t(t
the Geelong and the Colibfl.n schemes,
Geelong was charged t.he maximum rate that
was agroed to. That was Is. 3d. in the £ 1.
More interest was paid to the State by theGeelong Reservoir than by the Coliban Reservoir, even with the increased supply going on.
at the present time.
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Mr. B,uLEs.--They did not have a lot of
bunglers there like we had.
Mr. SWINBURNE said he would like
the honorable member for Castlemaine
to understand that rates could not he reduced because there was an overflowing
reservoir, but they were trying to extend the
area as far as possible. Possihly it would
extend to Harcourt. The sum of Is. 6d. in
the £ 1 was hardly worth collecting, but he
could Hot charge more.
Mr. LAWSO~.-You find 18. 3d. worth colle6ting.
Mr. S \VINBURNE said. that was the
ma.ximum rate. He collected all he could.
'What was found in cOllllexion with some of
the urban waterworks trusts throughout the
State 1 The minimum charge at Upper
Macedon was £1 an allotm~nt-not a
rate of Is. 6d. or Is. 3d. in the £1. If
a piece of land was worth £20 it had
to pay £1 per annum. The Department
were trying to do all they could to find
an outlet for the water by inducing people to
consume it, and he could assure honorable
members that the items be had mentioned
were the only two items that had been
ra.ised.
Mr. HANNAH said be desired to bring
under the notice of the House, and particularly the Minister of Railways, a matter
affecting a large number of the very lowest
paid workers in the Railway Department.
He took occasion last session, and earlier in
this session, to draw the attention of the
Minister to the case of the large section of
men employed at the Spencer.street goodssheds in unloading goods. He had a promise
from the Premier a fortnight ago to give the
matter immediate attention. He felt compelled now to bring it (,nce more under the
notice of the Premier, the Government, and
the House, in the hope that something would be
done to remedy what was, undoubtedly, one
of the greatest task systems in any pri vate or
public employment in the State. The men
were casuals, and many of them did not get
more than two or three days work a week.
They had to be there every morning, and if
they were called upon the wage they received
was 6s. 6d. per day. The llerald ha.d, by
two articles ill its columns, shown up this
evil in its most hialcons forro.
He knew the
Premier had a desire to remedy it. He believed the honorable gentleman would do so,
but it had been mentioned so many times
and nothing had been done that he was
sure the best way to bring it to a head
wa.s to bring the facts under the notice
of the House, so that the gentlem~n in
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charge of the railways, Mr. Tait, would be
forced to obey the will of Parliament. No
man, whether a representative of the people
or otherwise, could read those articles, particularly the one that appeared in yesterday'S
Herald, without feeling ashamed of the existing conditions of things. Practically the
Department were making out of every two
men in the unloading of chaff, grain, &c.,
about 17s. profit per day.
:Mr. ELMSLIE.-Out of two men?
Mr. HANNAH said the figures he intended
to give to the House showed that two men
working as a gang got between them 13s.
pel' day, or 6s. 6d. each. The talSk set
them was to unload some six trucks per day.
For that work the Department received from
the public about 308. There was therefore
a clear profit being made out of every two
men of 17s. per day.
The honorable memo
bel' for Dandenong spoke about this matter
in the first session of this Parliament. The
honorable membel' had a large experience in
the business that was going on there, and
was sure to substantiate what he (Mr.
Hannah) was now saying as to the charge
made to the people for unloading chaff and
other goods.
Mr. KEAST.- You are quite right.
Mr. ELMsLm.-The worst sweating that
ever I heard of.
Mr. HANN AH.-Yes, it was a positive
disgrace. It was not a nice thing for any
honora-ble member to have continually to
emphasize such a matter as this: but he
would n0t he doing his duty if he did not
take this oPIDortunity of referring to it once
more, seeing that another fortnight had
elapsed and practically nothing had been
done. The House had just been creating
new \Vages Boards to regulate outside industries, so asking private employers to
bring about a better condition of things, and
to stop sweating in private employment. In
this Jase Parliament had the control of a
large Department like the Railways, where it
could immediately put a stop to sweating
without creating any Wages Board at all.
Certain statements had been made by the
Chairman of the Railways Commissioners as
to the reason of this state of things, but he
could tell honorable members that these men
were being driven even harder, for he had
been there on several days and seen it, and
so had his colleague (Mr. Solly), who had
held meetings among the men. The men
had petitioned and done all they possibly
could. One or two deputations had waited
on him (Mr. Hannah) in this House, and
when the Address·in-Reply was being
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deba.ted he emphasized the matter, and
urged upon the Premier to take action.
The honorable gentleman then promised
to see into it.
Similar work
was
being performed upon the wharfs, but
the men there, who did not have to work
so hard as these tl.1en did. were paid 8s. per
day of eight hours, while these men got only
6s. 6d. per day, and some ofthem found work.
only on two or three days a week. They
were driven to this work under the present
indnstrio I system. Many of them were good
men, and had QCQupied good positions in the
State, but they were driven now as a last resource to this work, and when they once got
into this groove it was very difficult for them
to get out of it. He appealed to the Premier to
see that the gentleman in charge at the
rail ways had the trouble stopped as speedily
as possible. 'rhe House had been increasing
the salaries of highly-paoid officials within the
last two years, and surely these men who
were being treated in the way he had mentioned ougbt to get some considertaioll at the
hands of the House and the Government.
He trusted that now the matter had been
brought so prominently before the House,
the grievance of some hundreds of men who
were th us engaged would be rectified. Seeing that the railways were payiug so well
and had become such a splendid asset to this
country, surely the House was not going to
permit those on the very lowest rung of the
ladder to be continually treated as they had
been. The freight for the carriage of grain
and produce had been reduced, and this in
many directions was quite right, but still
that sort of thing should not be done while a
large body of men were continuously underpaid,
and therefore necessarily underclnthed a.nd
underfed, with those dependent upon them.
All the evils that must flow fl·om snch a
task system were going on there. He was
sure other honorable members would support
him in his contention for immediate treatment of the evil, particuhtrly when the
matter had been brought so prominently
before the public within the last few weeks
by the Hemld newspaper, which had given
the facts correctly, fairly, and impartially.
He trusted the Premier would make a
statement to· day assnring the House that
this evil would be stopped without any
delay.
Mr. SOLLY stated that, like his colleague, he had to raise his voice in protest
against the continuance of the manner in
which the men were being: treated at the
goods sheds of the Railway Department. He
,bad had several meetings there with the
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men, and had urged them to interview the
Rail ways Commissioners to get their grievance
rectified.
He took the matter up, and said
he would act as their secretary Fro. tem.,
in order to bring it closely nnder the
notice of the Commissioners. He had an
interview with Mr. Fitzpatrick, who said he
could not do anything unless the thing went
through the head of the Department. He
wrote several letters to Mr. Jones, 1 he
gentleman in charge of the Transportation
Branch of the railways service, and he
also wrote to the gentleman in charge of the
branch to which the goods sheds belonged,
but they so humbugged him about that he
became disgusted, and promised the men to
bring the matter before Parliament at the
very earliest opportunity. As his colleague
had already indicated, the men were doing
similar work to what was being done on the
wharfs, where private employers paid 1s. per
hour, and where the men, if they worked overtime, received time and a qnarter ortime and
a half; but, of course, there was no Sunday
labour there. At the railway goods sheds the
men got only 9~d. per honr, altho'ugh the
labour they were noing was equal in every
particular to the labour done by the men on
the wharfs. Surely the Government sh4)uld
set an example to private employers in this
respect, but the Commissioners appeared to
be prepared to sweat these men - because the wage paid was nothing more
nor less than swea.ting, particularly in view
of the Ca,suCl.l nature of the employment.
'l'hey might work for three or four hours a~ a
time, and t,hen be discharged, and perhaps
get no more work for three or fonr days. On
the other hand, they were there at the convenience of the Commissioners fl.nd the
coun try. 'When tk.e busy season arrived,
a,nd the grain was coming down from
the country by train loads, they worked
sometimes as Jong as seventeen hours
continuollsly per day, with 110 meal
hour arranged for them, and they
got a snack of tucker as best they could
in the circumstances. 'l'hese men were doing
valuable work for the State, and if the
Minister'of Railways was really the Minister
of Railways, if he had allY power over the
policy that should be adopted by the Hailway
Department, surely in his power and in ~is
position as Premier of the State, continually
talking to the people as ~e did and Baying
that he deeply regretted any inj ustices that
were taking place in the State, he should rememLer the fact that he was there as Minister
over that-Department, and exercise that power.
As Minister of Railways, the honorable
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gentleman ought to know that these men
were working under these conditions, and
why did he not take steps to prevent the
Commissioners sweating them?
If a
private employet· were doing sllch a thing,
there would be a deputation to the Chief
Secretary asking for a vVages Board to be
appointed to seeure proper wages for the
men. He had called the honorable gentleman's attention tv this fact every ::;ession
since he had been a member of the House,
and yet no action had been taken by the
Minister of Rail ways or t he Government. A
few months ago he accompanied a deputation
to the Minister of Railways, and he asked the
honorable gentleman whether, if the House
~rried tI. motion sta.ting that 7s. should
be the minimum wage for unskilled men in
the Department, the Railways Commissioners
eouln be forced to carry it out 1 The honorable gentleman replied that the Com missionen; could please themselvee. If that was
the case, the Hail ways Commissionel's were
really the controllers of the great amollut of
-capital invested in the railways, and of the
tra.nsportation of passengers and freight.
That was too much power to give to men
who had no regard for the lowest paid employes. He had received a large number of
letters concerning the injustices in the service. The following was one he had received
from a man 011 the Warrnamboolline :-
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6s. 6d. a day. If, for instance, the Commissioners put on twenty men, they would select
the strongest and keep them workiug like
slaves in all weathers to suit the convenience
of the country, whilst they would sack the
weakest of the men. That was not a fair
'way to treat. them, and sl~ch gross injustice
\varranted the Millister of Rail ways in taking
some action. I t appeared that the Minister
of Railways was Minister only in name; his
time was so much taken up as Premier
watching the interests of the country generally, that he could Ilot devote much attention
to the Railway Department, where one
Minister'! whole time could very well be
taken up. There WaS 110 proper regulation
whereby the men could receive a fair wage
for their work, and the men could not get
any redress, for the Commislilioners and the
leading officers ignored them. It was these
working men and not the officers who had
really created the surplus. The men who
received £1,000 a ye... r did not create the
surplus; it was the men outside doing the
hard, laborioul:i pick and shovel work that
did so, and yet they got no redress.
No
sooner was there a surplus than the Commissioners proceeded, after a confab, to distribute
bonuses amongst the heads of branches
receiving from £500 to £ I ,000 a year,
although the Premier stated tha.t he
would not permit bOllllses to be given.
Mr. BENT.-They have not received any
Dear Sir,-I have been asked by several of the
men employed by the Ruilwa.y Department in re- bonuses this year.
la.ying slet'pers on the line bet ween Terang and
Mr. SOLLY.-Not this year.
Boorcan, to bring under your notice the rate of
Mr. BENT.-W"hat is the use of going back
wage bcing now paid them. I understand there
a.re three gangs of eighteen men each engaged on three years?
Mr. SOLLY said it was necessary to go
the work, and that recently nine men in each gang
reeei ved an increase in pay of 6d. per day, i.e., back sometimes a hundred years, but he was
from 6s. 6d. per day to 7s. As the men can obtain only going back two or three years. When
no expla.na.tion why only half the gangs receive the
incl''Ela.se, in view of thc fabt that all do the same it was suggested in the House that these
dass of work, there is naturally consideJ able dis- bonuses were going to be paid, the Premier
satisfa.ction. and they would be grateful if you stated that he would stop it.
would kindly ascertain why the Railway DepartMr. BENT.-'rhey wanted to increase the
ment does not pay the same rate of wage to all
the men, anll ii matters ca.n be remedied. I shall salaries, and I said no.
Mr. SOLLY said it was not the salaries,
be glad to hear from you at your first convenient
opportuni ty.
for they had gi ven bonuses.
Yours faithfully,
Mr. BENT.-Pensions.
(Signed) D. l~sMoND DUNNE.
Mr. SOLL Y said it was not a question of
If the Premier had all these cases of injustice pensions but of bonuses. The Premier stated
brought under his notice, he should certainly that he would not permit the Hail ways Comtake some actioll, because he had stated re- missioners to give bonuses to the officers. and
peatedly that he was prepared to rectify any as soon as the House went into recess, the
injustice that existed.
The Chairman of bonuses were given to men receiving up to
the Rail ways Commissioners received £3,500 £1,000 a year. The Premier knew that as
a year, was practically the boss of the whole well as he (Mr. Solly) did.
Mr. BENT.-That statement is incorrect.
show, and refused to give the men fair conMr. SOLLY said it was absolutely a fact,
sideration. He had also received information
in regard to men working on the Bendigo and the Premier knew it. Bonuses were paid
line, where the strJllgest men were put 011 at to at least nine or ten officers in the service,
Mr. Solly.
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and altogether about £500 or £600 was
divided in that way.
Mr. BSNT.-Iucorrect.
Mr. SOLLY said he was surprised to hear
the Premier say that the statement was in·
correct.
Mr. BENT.-I repeat it.
Mr. SOLLY sa.id the records went to prove
that the bonuses were paid, and the records
would also p1'0Ve that the Premier made a
statement before the bonuses were paid.
Was the honorable gentlema.n prepared to
pa.y the men in the Department on the same
basis as men paid by private employers ~ 1 f
be was not, then labour meID bers would agitate for a Wages Board for the rail ways service
in order to secure the same hours and wages
as obtained outside.
He had appealed
repeatedly to the Premier, but he became
disgusted when no redress was given. It
appeared that the Railways Commissioners
oould do what they liked. As long as they
received big fat salaries they cared nothing
about the men. Report.~ had been made,
since Mr. 'fait was appointed Chairman of
the Commissioners, to the effect that the
rail ways employes w.re a really fine body
of men j that they did their work in a most
thorough manneI'; and Mr. Tait el'en said
that. they were the most intelligen t body
of men he had ever had anything to do with.
Nevertheless, in the face of this, sweating
was permitted by the l'remier, and it was
evident that t he House ought to take action.
M.r. BEARD remarked that if the articles
in the Herald were true, they were a reflection on every member of the House unless
he did s()mething to get the matter righted.
He knew from inquiries that a great portion
of the atatemen t made by t.he Herald was
absolutely correct. He happened to travel
home in a train where he met hI'o or three
officers who held high positions in the sheds,
and they told him that it was grossly unfair
the way that the men who labolued there had
to work. It was not so much the low wages
10bey got, and the time they lost, as the
maDDer il" whloh the gangers ran the task
system. He wai informed that the men bad
to be there at all times, and did not get regular employment at 6s. 6d. per day, although
close by there were men doiug similar work
on the wharfs who received Is. an hour.
Mr. SOLLY.-And they get time and a.
qua.rter for overtime over eight hours, which
the rail way roen don't get.
Mr. BEARD said that each ,veek the men
in these ga.ngs were selected according to the
work they had done the previous 'week, and
this system had been in operation so long
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that the men who were there now were probably as good a l~t of labourers as could be
found in the country. He knew some of the
men who worked there, and there was no
question that they were Dlost valuable servants of the State.
Considering the low
wages they got~ the long hours they worked,
and the hard work they had to do, he
thought that something should be done for
them.
This was an opportunity for the
Premier to remove a stigma that had become
so apparent that it had got into the public
press.
Mr. SOLT.JY.-I have been trying to mov&
the Government for the last three years with
regard to the same matter.
Mr. BEARD said he thought that honorable mem bers, when they knew the facts,.
would a,ssi~t these men in getting a reasonable wage. The other day a railway employe in another branch told him that be
had been working for 108 hours a week for
some two or three weeks without getting
any payment for overtime.
It was not
customary to pay for overtime. In fact, if a.
private employer outside were to impose such
tasks on those he employed as were set for
these men in the Rail way Department, there
would be an outcry at once, and a demand for
the estab1ishment; of a "Wages Board.
Mr. BEN'l.'.-What do YOll mean by working
108 hours a week? That is eighteen honrs
a day.
MI'. BEARD s'l.id it was necessary sometimes for a number of men at the Flinders-street and Princes-bridge stations tG
work these long hours. They had to work.
sometimes for seven days in the week, and in
this particular instance he was told by the
man himself that he had been working IDS
honrs a week.
Mr. BEN'f.-What Wl\:S he doing 1
Mr. BEAR D said he was a ticket collector,.
but he (Mr. Beard) did not know that he was
employed at that work alone for 108 hOUI'S
in the week.
Mr. BENT.-Do you not think that for
part of the time he was at the opera?
l\I r. BEARD said he did not think that
t here was any opera about it. He did not
wish to speak in a cavilling spirit, but then~
was no doubt that the way ill v.:hich some of
these men had to work in the Rail way Department was something scandalous. The weights
they had to shift in an ordinary day's work,.
the low wages they received, and the intermittent hours they worked, made their case
a very hard one.
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~Ir. SOLLY.-The Commissioners say that
they arc keeping them on as an act of
charity.
Mr. BEARD said that the work done by
these men was most necessa ry. 1 t had been
stated in ·the Herald newspaper that lIO one
could defelld aDyapproach to the Government stroke.
There was no doubt that
some mell in th€ Public Service had an easy
tim€' and got good money for very little work,
but that was no reason why men wh,) were
doill~ good work should not get a filiI' wage
for it. He did lIOt agree altogether with the
honorable member for the Hailways Service
(Mr. Solly) that these men practically built
IIp the sl1l'plus. He recognised that the men
who did office work did as mnch to build up
the surplus a.t'l the men who did ll1atllual
labour. The physician who worked with his
brain was just as much a worker as anyone
else.
He (Mr. Beard) always objected to
the farmers when they said that they were
practically keeping the whole community.
As n matter of fact, if it were not for the railway servants the farmers would have to
hu;np their wheat to Melbourne on their own
backs, and they would soon get tired of
that.
~Ir "-AHDE.-And they would not get it
carried at olle-fourth of the rates charged for
general merchandise
~lr. BEAH.D said he knew from personal
observation that a real hardship existed in
the CHse flf these mell at the rail \vay goods
sheds, and he hnped the Premier would take
it into seriollS consideration.
MI'. COLECHIN observed that he regretted to have to bring forward a number of
grievances this afternoon. He was sure the
GO\'el'llmellt would admit that he never approached them with regard to any grievance
withont first ascertaining that the grievance
was H. real one, and not an imaginary one.
"Yhile that was so he did not want to find that,
throngh the neglect of Ministers to attend to
these grievances, they would have reason to
call him a common nuisance in the future. 1f
he had to approanh them very Qften, and if
they would llot meet him in a reasonable
wa:'-, he hoped he would not have to take
step,., OIl the floor of this HOllse or outside,
and to use language or say things which it
might be thought he had no right to say.
'fhere was one matter which he brought
under the notice of the House some time ago,
and which WHS of a serious nature. This was
with respect to the facilities afforded by the
Jhilways Commissioners to the Stev~doring
Company at Geelong-a very rich company
whieh loaded the ships at t hat place. In
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going into the question careful1y he found
that very often the work done did not
cost more than 25 per cent. of the money
that was charged to the farmer for
loading- ships. The men had t.o ",'ork like
slaves in order to carry the huge sacks of
wheat. The desire seemed to be to cram as
much as possible into every sack, in order to
make Hll extra few poullds of profit. If it
was true that the Railways Commissioners extended special consideration to
this rich company it wa,s most unfair. It
appeared, however, that the Commissioners
aJ]owed mell who were in the employment of
the State to assist in getting the ships loaded
at the expense of the country, and in this
way increased the enormons profits that were
made by the Stevedoring Company. If he
could show the farmers that the charges for
loading could be reduced from 20 to 25 per
cent., while at the same time the men who
did the work could be better paid, he thought
they would he very glad to agree to it. The
men themselves were prepared to provide
the tackle, and they had all the f'xperience
that was necessary to load the ~hips. The
gentlemen who walked about the wharfs
at the present time, watching the men work,
knew very little about the matter.
If the
men were prepared to load the ship~, and to
take all the responsibility, surely the Hailways Commissioners should extend as mnch
consideration to the StevedlJres' Union as they
did now to the Stevedoring Company. They
should give the same facilities to the men
who were a,lready doiug the work as they
had given to the rich gentlemen who lIOW
received sneh large profits aud did. so little.
He wished now to say a word or two with
respect to the inspection of factories. He
was glad to hear that, within a few
days, the Government were prepared
to appoint an inspector of factories
at Geelong. There was 110 doubt that
Geelong
was entitled to
have
an
inspector of its own. Accidents had occurred at that place-in his opinion they
were not always accidents-to men and women, and it was necessary to see whether in
the future some of those accidents could not
be prevented. If a good man was appointed
as inspector who would be prepared to do
justice to both sides a better state of affairs
might be brought about. At present the
proprietors of some of the mills thought they
could bny labour just as they bought wool
or machinery, and they did not always take
into consideration the absolute necessity of
securing the safety of their employes. Now
that an inspector was to be appointed for
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Geelong, he would be able to visit these
places almost daily, if necesf:lary, and not once
a month, as had sometimes beeu the case in
the past. How the dickens they found it
out he did not know; but in Geelollg, as
well as in other places, the ~mployers seemed
to know exactly when the inspector was
coming. With a resident inspector at Gee·
long, it would be pol::isible for him to visit
factories at any time and to find out whether
the accidents were preventable. 1 f they
were preventable steps could be taken to
secure the necessary alteratinns, and it would
be no longer necessary
to take up
collections and mourn for the widows or
families of those who lost. their lives.
He thought that would be in the very best
interests not only of that district but of the
whole of the State. With regard to the
paper·makers for whom a \Vages Board was
desired, in some cases, as be sh()'Yed the
other night, six men were doing the work
that ought to be done by eif!ht men, and that
meant wiping out the employment of t\VO
men in every eight. The men were working
in all atmmlphere they should not be expected
to work ill, and their hours and wages wero
not what they should be. In the interests of
the charitable institutions, as well as from the
humanitarian point of view, these men should
be conceded reasonable hours, so that thev
might ha.ve rest and recreation, and hUe
paid decent wages.
With rega.rd to the
men in the cement works, they, as well as
the paper-makers, worked very hard indeed.
Many of them, after working foul' or fivE'
years, especially in some of the pIace~,
required a few months' holida.y.
If one
went to South Africa, he would find that
the darkeys there after being in ~he
camps for a certain time would not work
a single day longer, no matter what they
were paid, but would go away for two 0.1' three
YE'ars' rest and recreation. A friend of his
who had come over here from South Africa
said that if he had to Ii ve another life he
wnuld be prepared to be a darkE'Y in South
Africa, as they had more happiness and more
eu\'iable lives than many of the white
workers.
Mr. MACKISNos.-Nea.rly all of them have
two. wives.
:Mr. COLECHIN said the man who told
him about their condition had but one wife
hil.oself, and a number of happy children, and
wt\s apparent.ly qnite satisfied with his lot.
Mr. M.ACKINNU~. - I meant that the
kRffirs have two wives.
~fr. COLECHIN said his friend did nnt
disP,uRs the marriage tie. This man came in
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contact with several tribes, whose names he
could give if honorable members liked. This
man was over them, and knew them, and when
a man like that could make such a statement,
it showed that .there 'was 30methillg wrong.
He hoped the Government would take the
position of the men he (Mr. Colechin) had
referred to into consideration, and have So
Wages Board fnr the trade.
With reo
gard to the fodder workers, they were kept
working night and day, while there were
unemployed people and who were prepared to
take on the work. After these men had
done eight hours work, they should not be
required to work any longer until the people
who were unemployed, and who were prepared
to take this work, were all fully employpd.
Then there was the question of road metal.
~ome time ago he mentioned this matter to
the Premier, although the Premier said that
he had ne\'er snggested anything to ·him.
When the railways were not fully employed,
and the wheels were not going round to any
great extent, road metal shonld be taken
from the place where it was found to where
it WfiS required in the conn try. and it could
be charged agaillst the snrplns, 0.1' be stopped
from the money that was given to the municipalities as a nlunicipn.l subsidy. That
woulet be a means of providing ~mployment
for the people at this time of year. and the
shires would not then he making roads in the
heat of the summer, when the work could not
be done so well as in the winter. The Government should provide this metal, and stop
the mOliey from the municipalities, and then
one would not hear these tarradiddles told
about the inability to. get men to v,·orlr,
although they were offered lOs. a day. Statements such as that were not true. It was
not true that unemployed men could get
work at lOs. or even 5s. a day. That was a
cruel, untruthful statement which was
ma.de as an election dodge at Barwon.
Mr. BENT.-Of course it was true; you
know it was.
Mr. COLECHIN said that statement was
something like another statement v.hich was
made about men not carillg to go to work in
the country because the "Squaw man" was
running at one of the city theatres. If forty
men were wanted from his district he cnuld
stake his existence that he couid get them.
It was wicked enough for anyone tG say that
he would not give these men wnrk, and it was
a statement that was wt1.l1ting ill humanitarianism, but" it was downrightcruelty to say
that the men were not prepared to work, and
that they were loafers and drunkards. In
reference to the casual men, he knew that
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what had been said with regard to thp. railways was perfectly true, and he hoped that
the Government, and especially the Minister
of Railways, would look into the matter. He
hoped they \Vould not take the word of any
officer about it, bllt make inquiries themselves, to see if the statements were t.rue
or not, so that real grievance8 shou Id he redressed.
Mr. KEAST stated that as his name had
been mi'ntioned he thought it ouly an act of
justice on his part to say that the men at the
railway sheds wer8 treated very badly indeed.
He had sold on t}!)e platform at Spencerstreet for Hbout fifteen years, and he had
seen how the men were working. He was
surprised that Mr. Tait should ask men to
work as they ,,'ere doing for the wages that
were paid. In his opinion that wa~thegreatest
sweating hell in Victoria.
Mr. BAILES.- What language!
Mr. KEAST said he would apologize if it
was bad language, but it was a terrible
thing to see these unfort.unate men. He had
seen able-bodied men carried out fainting
from their work in the goods sheds, where the
temperature was up to 105 and 110 in the
summer·time. He thought the Premier,
who had a Jarge heart, should go down there
one of these mornings, and see for himse] f
what WitS going on at the goods sheus. What
was being dOlle was not fair. The Department charged
the farmers 6d. per
ton for unloading their produce, and then
paid the men
less than what was a
fair rate of wages for the work. While
he would admit that the Government had a
right to make ~ profit out of men or
machinery for the sake of paying interest or
working expenses, yet in this case the profit
was far too great ill proportion to what the
men were paid. Either the men's wages
should be increased, or their wor k should be
decreased, because they had too much work
to do in unloading and~ tieing up tarpaulins.
The Herald had put the case fairly. If he
had set himself to write an article about the
matter he could not have done it better
than the Herald had done. That newspaper
did useful work at times, and this was one of
the useful services it rendered. He would
like the Premier to go nnd see how tht:'se men
were working. Mr. Tait, ill his opinion, was
a first-dass man, alld he did not know why
MI·. Tait wonld allow men to work under these
conditions. Four years ago he (Mr. Keast)
brought up this matter in the Honse, and
nothing had been done from that day to this.
H OIle went down there one would see from
60 to 100 casuals waiting for work. He
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himself had seen 100 of these men waiting
about the office.
Mr. GRAHAM.-And, perhaps, for olle
hom·'s work.
Mr. KEA~T said these men were not employed all their tinH', like the ordinary hands
of the Department. They were simply paid
for the trucks they unloaded.
Mr. BAILES.-Tou should get )1r. Tait
and the Premier to do a shift
Mr. KEAST said the Premier bad a good
heart, and if the honorable gentleman saw
what was going 011 he would alter it pretty
quickly. He was satisfied that It was about
time the Premier did go and look into the
working conditions at the sheds. It was all
very well to boast. about \Vages Boards, and
about fair ,~agei! being pa.iu in Victoria. He
trusted the Premier would look iuto this
matter, and also that Mr. Tait and Mr. Fitzpatrick would see that these conditiolls were
altered, so that the men would be given a.
fair day's wage for a fair day's work.
Mr. PRENDE1{GAST remarked that he
would like to appeal to the Premier to take
the tHatter which had been referred to just
new into consideration.
It certainly did
seem tha.t when a charge of sweating was
made a~ainst a public Department, it
merited the closest consideration on the part
of the Premier.
\Vhile a slim 0f £1
lOs. was charged the farmer for certain
work, the men who did this work
were getting less tha.n half of that amount,
or about 12s. or l3s. altogether, and
the Department was therefore making more
than 50 per cellt. profit on the transaction. In the first instance, the rate charged
the farmet· was assumed to he sllch a rate as
would allow a fair and reason a hIe wage to be
paid for unloading the trucks, but ever since
then there had been a cutting down of prices,
as against. the workmen, until the Department was in the position of making a large
profit.
This question of the payment for
unloading was lHlt one of to-day or yesterday.
If one compared the prices paid by the Department for the work with the prices paid
to the wharf labourers, it would be found
that the latter were getting nearly dOli ble
the wages. They were getting over Is. 3d.
an hour, and overtime in addit.ion, for the
same class of work as the work ",,·hie)) was
carried out for the Rail waVi! Commissioners.
He would ask the Prernier~ whether he real1y
did llot think that this was a question which
merited inquiry.
vVo'uld the honorable
gentleman not admit that this was not
merely carping criticism 1 Was there not
some reasonable ground for asking for his
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of the matter? A public
newspaper had made statements that had not
been exceeded by the statements of any
llOoorable member in the House. In fact,
the statements which appeared in the columns
Df the llemld were more damaging than
any statement that had been m>lde by
.any honorable member in reference to
the sweating in this particular shed.
It was not only the prices the men got for
the work they did, but the hours they
had to stalld about the sheds waiting for the
possibility of getting work Some only got
half-a-week's work, some only a couple
<>f days, and some only 011e day a. week,
One ()r two good men were set as
ta.~k makers, and the
other men \Vere
compelled to keep up with them.
As
had been pointed out, the matter had actually come to the point where men sutfered
physical exhaustion, and a great number of
them had been laid up with complaints
eaused by the great amount of work placed
()n them. A paragraph in the [-Jerald article
said-
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Mr. MACKINNON said he had a little
matter to bring forward which was of some importance in the district which he represented.
He wished to ask the Premier, in the absence
of the 1'Iinister of Lands, to inquire into this
matter a.nd see whether things could not be
put on a better footing. Thp,re was a wellknown ps.rk in the district represented by
him (Mr. Mackinnon) called Fawkner Park,
and it was under the joint management of
thecityof Melbourne corporation, and certain
gentlemen nominated by the Government,
and these constituted what was called the
Parks and Gardens Committee, which was
under the control of the Board of Land and
Works. The Town Clerk of Melbourne had
lately seen fit to place a notice in the park
forbidding sports. The Town Clerk defended
that notice by saying that there were other
places for sporlS, and the part he had excluded
should n&t be employed for that purpose.
He (Mr. Mackinnon), however, \\'ttS credibly
informed by the ranger of the park that the
effect of the notice was to prevent children
using the park at all. In his district there
The ca.811al is expect,ed to unload and sta.ck 815 was a very dense population, and they were
ba.gs weighing 011 an a.verage of three-qua.rter:! of a. very pressed indeed for space for the young
hundred weight upwards.
At. the present time the
people to play in.
He would ask any honorable mp,m bel' who City Council of Pra.hran contemplated borhad been in the habit of doing hard work rowing a large amount of money and spendwhat he thought of that?
Would the ing a considerable portion of it in providing
Mmister of Public Works, who knew some- gardens as playgrounds for children. The
thing about stacking and carrying, lIke to action of excluding sports in the park was
have the continuous task imposed on him of felt to be a very great hardship. The
carrying 815 bags at 68, 6d. or 6s. 8d. a day ~ Government had some control over the
He helieved, in certain parts of the Rail way matter t.hrough the Estimates, if not in other
Department, the condition of affairs was ways. The action of the Parks and Gardens
altered to some extent, but things were the Committee prevented the children using this
He hoped the Minsame a8 ever in cOlmexioll with unloading park as a playground.
trucks. 'l'he amount of work pu\ on men in ister of Lands, or the Premier, would take
order to sa.ve a. few pence was simply notice of t he matter and see if the effect of
astounding. He believed some of the officers the not~ce that had been put up could not be
of the Department who were aware of the destroyed. This matter, perhaps, was not
state of things we're as entirely opposed of very great importance to the city
The park was a long
to it as the public would b€ when they of Melbourne.
read the facts in the papers in the morning, way from the head-quarters of the city
or as those of the public were who had of Melbourne, but the matter was of
the
already seen the facts in the paper very considerable importance to
from which he had read the extract. thick population of South Yarra and
He would like the courtesy of a reply from Prahrall. There was a great. deal of comthe Premier, and he hoped the honorable plaint that the Parks and Gardens Comgentleman would see that the men were not mittee constituted themselves a sort of
Hweated for the purpose of making a few agistment body, They imposed a cha.rge of
shillings profit in unloading wheat or other Is, 6d. per head for placing cows in the
goods that came into the goods sheds. He parlL He did not know whether anyone
hoped that, if the Premier did not personally could object to that, because it raised
inquire into the matter, he would send a revenue; and it lllust be recognised
oommittee of inquiry down to the sheds for that the particular district he was rethe purpose of seeing whether the sta.te- ferring to was very much favoured with
Government expenditure in connexion with
ments in the llewspa.pel· were correct or not.
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the Botanical Gardens, of which
he
thought the people of Melbourne might
be proud.
Of course, the cha.rge for
cows, to some extent, saved the Government expenditure. He personally did not
object to the charge, but a nnmber of people
did. He thought it was very hard that,
owing to the action of the T~nvn Clerk or
the Parks and Gardens Committee, a notice
had been erected which prevented people
from using the park in the way it was intended it should be used.
MI'. J. W. HILLSON (Fitzroy) sa,id he
wonld like to say a word or two in connexion
with the matter brought forward by the
honorable member for the Hail ways ~ervice
(Mr. Solly). He (Mr. Billson) did not wish
to go over the whole groulId, bnt there was
one point the honora~le member had omitted
to make, aud he (Mr. Bill son) would
like to mention it. ] t was in aonllexion with men working at Elwood.
Through bad weather this week twenty
or thirty of those men would draw,
for six days, 9s.
He did not say for six
days' work.
Those men had be~n pn t
to the expense of appearing at the works
every morning, wet or fine, ullder penalty of
dismissal. Some of them had to pay from :la.
to 4s. per week in train fares out of the
9s. they would receive. It appeared to him
that the Government could easily do one of
two things. They could carry the men to
the Government works free, or, if they would
not do that, thsy could make a regulation to
the effect that in the event of rain the men
employed at the works need not tum up. If
they did tUl'll up they were only told" There will be no work to-day." 1t was a
foregone conclusion that the men would not
be employed if it rained.
A regulation such
as he had mentioned could be framed easily,
and the men could be notified that, in the
event of it raining in the mornin~, they need
not incnr the unnecessary expense of travelling to the works to be told they would not be
wanted. Honorable members might say-c. Nonsense, the men would know if it was
raining there would be 110 work~ and they
could stay at home." If they did stay at
home th~y would be dismissed.
It would
be ilupposed they were engaged 011 some
other work.
:Mr. B"~NT.-Sllrely that is not so 1 That
cannot be so.
Mr. J_ 'Y. BILLSON (FitzI'Oll) said he
would supply the Minister with the details
afterwa.rds.
He waR credibly informed it
was so.
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Mr. BENT.-It will take a lot to make me
believe it.
Mr. J. W. RILLSON (Fitzroy) said that
as far as he hafl the facts he would give them
to the Premier.
Mr. BENT.-It will t.ake a lot to make me
believe it.
Mr. J. ,V. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said he did
not know whether the Premier was going to
disbelieve the facts. He would give the
Pretnier the facts so that the hOllorabla
gentleman could iuvestigate the matter for
himself. He (Mr. Billson) would sit down
on the understanding that if the facts were
a.s he had stateu th-em an alteration wonld
be made.
Mr. G _II. B ENNETT(Richmond)said that,
with reference to the matter mentiollcd hy
the honorable member for Prahran, he (1\11'.
Bennett) haplJened to be a membm of the
Parks and Gardens Committee, and there
was to be a meeting of the committee next
Thursdav. He knew some members of the
committ~c would not interfere for a. moment
with the children, but they had to regulate the
different parks becanse of the small clubs
formed by young mell.
Naturally those
clubs wanted a certain space, and other clubs
were prevented from interfering. The matter
was to be dealt with either next Thursday or
next Thursday week by the Parks and
Gardem; Committee, and he wonld see what
he could do.
Mr. BE~1' said he deeply sympathized
with the Hailways Commissioners, and he
deeply sympathized with the Minister of
Hail ways.
W hat were the facts?
The
honorable member for the Ra,ilways Service
(Mr_ Hannah) drew his (M r. Bent's) attention
to the cOlldition of work in the railway goods
sheds a few days ago, and he promised that he
would go down and see about it. He had
seen the Chief Commissioner twice, and he
went down to the Department this moming
for the purpose of going with the Chief Commissioner to inquire into the matter, but the
Chief Commis.sioner had not time to go with
him (Mr. Bent.) He had arranged to go
again on the first opportunity.
~lU'ely that
was keeping the promise he had made.
Mr. SOLl.Y.-This matter has been
brought up every session.
Mr. BE~rr said he was spealdng of the
honorable member who had brought the
matter up to-day. 1'he rest was on]y filling in.
He (.Mr. Bent) had given It promise, and he
was fulfillillgthat promist'_ The Chief Commissioner had informed him (Mr. Bent) that the
statement in the IleTald was not correct, and
that no com1?laint' had been received from the
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men at all. The question was-" How are
these men to be employed when the loading
is not there for them" 1
Mr. WARDE.-That is not the principal
question at all.
Mr. BENT said he knew all about what
the honorable member was referring to.
Originally there wa.s 1:1. different state of
things. The men had to go there and stanJ
their chance. They were called by the overseers, "Come, Larry, Dick, or Bill," and
there was this game goin, on. He went
down and altered it, so that there should be
gangs. 1'he Chairman of the Rail ways Commissioners informed him no later than this
morning at 10.36 o'clock-Mr. W ARDE.-I saw you aboQt that time.
Mr. BENT said he had a good witness in
the honorable member that he was there.
The Chairman of the Commissioners informed
him then that none of the men had complained at all; and in the debate this afternoon none of the honorable members who
had spoken had said that the mat.ter was
brought under that gentleman's observation.
Mr. SOLLY.-I have sent letters to the
Departmen t.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
spoke about seeing Mr. Fitzpa.trick.
Mr. SOLLY.-I wrote to Mr. Jones also.
Mr. BENT said he knew Mr. Jones.
Mr. PRENOERGAs1'.-This has been going
on for years.
Mr. BE~T said he made a promise, atJd he
thought he was performing that promise.
He had twice spoken to the Ch;tirman of the
Commissioners in the office, and this morning he went up there for that purpose, but
that gentleman could not go with him. He
wanted Mr. 'I'ait to go wiLh him so that he
would know exactly what was going on.
Those honorable memhers who asked who
was Minister of Railways should look at the
Gautte, and they ""ould find out.
Mr. SOLLY .-Do you know where the
railway offices are ~
Yr. BE~'l' said the honorable member
for Flemington had informed the House that
he saw him (Mr. Bent) in that direction
at 10.36 this morning, although he was there
a long time before 10.36. He was prepared 011
this particular morning at that hour to go
to see the work referred to.
He made a
promise, and he was going to perform it.
The honorable member for Dandenong was
not now in his place. Apparently he was
lost. He knew all about the story told by
the honorable member who, of course, was
one of the Government supporters, and therefore he must believe him.
S~.,.~ion 1906-[ 46J

Grievance.s.

12+1

Mr. ELMsLIE.-He said it was a sweating
hell.
Mr. BENT said there "'as no authority
yet to show that there was such a place. He
thought he had given the House evidence of
his bona fides in this rna tter. .Although
honorable members said he had nothing to
do he was told on o[her ~ccasions that
he' was doing too much work.
Then
they began at him again in .about
ten minutes. He never forgot anytlHug he
promised. He always performed. '~Tith regard to w hat the honora1;>le member for the
Railways Service (Mr. Solly) said about men
Jaying sleepers, surely 6s. 6d. and 7s. per
day was a fair rate of pay.
Mr. SOLLY.-But you are paying 6s. 6d.
to some, and 7s. to others for the same work.
Mr. BENT asked why the honorable member did not drop him a note, and he would
have made inquiries at once 1
Mr. SOLLY.-You say you have no power
over the railways, so I go to the Commissioners, but I can get no redress from them.
Mr. BENT asked why the honorable member brought the matter up here if the
Chairman of the Railways Commissioners was
boss of everything and everybody'?
Mr. SOLLY.--P~l.rliament should have the
power.
Mr. BENT asl{ed why, if it was not worth
while to drop him a letter, and if the honorable member said it was no use asking him,
the honorable member brOllght it up ill the
House? If a man got 6s. 6d, or 7s. a day
he was not badly paid, no matter who he was.
With regard to the bonuses to officers of the
Department, might he again remind the honOI'able member that the Commissioners endeavoured to raise the salary of these men,
aud this would have carried with it an annual
increase of salary and an increased pension?
He declined. Even this year be had beeu
asked, and he haCl declined. \tVhat more could
he do? And as to saying that the House
was in recess-Mr, WARDE.-Will they give them another
bonns when we get into recess?
:Jh. BENT said the honorable member's
suggestion was not strictly cOITe~t. The
honorable member was using the lIcence of
the poet.
Mr. WARDB.-They do not mind what you
call it ~o long as they get the money.
Mr. BENT said they would not get the
money. They only got it once. He could
tell honorable mem bel'S that hundreds, should
he say thousands, of men employed in the
Railway Department had had increments
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since the present Commissioners had been in
office.
Mr. HANNAH.- Y IVU will be safe if you say
hundreds.
Mr. BENT said thousands had received
incremeuts.
~Ir. SOLLY -The Commissioners refused to
carry out your.promise to Parliament to pay
that increase of 6d. per day to certain
men.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member was
off on another tn.ck. What was the good of
going on in that fashion? He intended to
keep his promise to go and see ahout
it. He understoud what went Oll when
He had been in it
men were at work.
and knew all the little games. He kllew
how a straw was put in to slIck the beer out
and all that sort of thing. He agail.l said he
sympathized with the Railways COlnmissionel's.
As to the matter mentioned by the honorable member for Prahran, the honorable member for Richmond was one of. he members
of the committee controlling the parks and
gardells. The Goverll ment would ha ve to stir
that committee up, f0r they had begun to
consider that. the property was their ~Wl}' It
was not their OWll. The Government bad
I:;how11 its desire in this direction byacquirillg
the Friendly Societies' ground as a playground for schoel children. The children
should certainly he allowed to go on the public reserves. There was too much of this
footballinl! and bowlin~ reserve business.
The very miaute one of those clubs put up a
fence the ;l'ound was gone for ever. He
knew that when a bit of land was wanted in
connexion with the Exhibition the Government had to go on their knees to the Exhibition Trustees, to pra'y to them and swear a\
them, and he thought swearing had most
effect on them. \Vhy,the GovGrnment v.'ould
have to begin to swear about these reserves,
~lId he would sweu.r strongly if the children
were not allowed on them.
Mr. PRI~NDlmGAS1.'.-1f they won't let the
children in there they won't get any money
on the Estimates this ycar.
Mr. BENT sa.id there were two threats held
ont now. It was nearly half-past fonl', so he
did not see that much had been gained by
beginning at half-pastt.wo. With regard to the
flpeech of the honorable member for Geelong,
would the honorable member never forget
those elections when the honorable member
was beMcn 1
Mr. COLECHIN.-I was not beaten.
Mr. BEN L' said the honora.ble member was
beaten to raKs. He (Mr. Bent) had forgotten, and wanted to be friendly. The people

there believed the Government, and knew
that they were willing to cure all the
grievances the honorable member had referred to to-day. He would 'couusel the
honorable member and others as gentlemen to
furget, to melJd their ways, and -to improve
themselves. With regard totheElwood Canal,
the Government could not take the men there
by rail because they would be nearly as far
from their work then as if they remained in
Melbourne. All thit! only showed, atanyrate,
that he did not put a lot of men on ill the
district adjoining his.
He had only put
four men on in the whole of his time, and
that was only when they said they were
starving. He was surprised at ~he statement
that the men there were snch fools that any
one would expect them to work in this weather.
If it was so the Government would have it
altered, although Providence, 110 doubt, was
going to give US fne weather for the fntllre.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Could you not guarantee fine weather witlulUt asking anybody's assistance? You can do so many
things.
Mr. RENT said he believed the Government could do so if they tried. They would
if they had had due notice. He thought he
ha.d answered the requests that had been
made. Someb()dy had put in front of him
the following statement about Fawkner
Park : Crown grant held jointly by the Board of Land
and Works and the City Council.
Controlled by a Committee of Management
composed of an equal number of representatives
of the Board and the City Council.
Government contributes £1,500 per annum for
a number of parks and gardens, including Fa.wkner Park, on condition tha.t the City Coullcil
contributes £2,000.

The leader of the Opposition was, therefore,
right in saying that the House would not
give any money for this purpose if the
children were not allowed in there. The statement continlledThese parks are for the recreation, convenience,
and amusement of the people.
.
The Committee allow quiet milch cows to be taken
in for agistment. Not a single accident has resulted to any child at any time from the quiet
old cows. Grazing is a necessitv, indeed, the
Committee would be glad to get flocks of sheep
to keep the grass down a.nd prevent it from
getting rank. If grazing were not permitted,
there would be something like a bush fire every
summer.
The area is 100 acres, about ha.lf of it is set
apart specially for cricket-pitches, footba.ll,
hockey, &c., and sites are allotted to clubs.
The other portion is 8olso kept as a play-ground,
and the curator ha.s emphatic instructions not to
interfere with children's amusements. Of course,
if two rival clubs came into this portion of the p80rk
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a.nd took possession they would be stopped by the
cura.tor, but if the la.tter has interfered with &lly
children pla.ying in ·the ordinary wa.y he has exoeeded hia instructions, I\Dd had no right to disturb
them.

That was signed by the new Minister of
Landa, so it must be correct,. He thought
he had answered nearly everything. He had
the deepest sympathy with the men referred
to, and would do all he could. If he wasn't
strong enough he would have to give in, but
he hoped if he made an effort it would meet
with members' approbation.
The motion f01' the House tonsolve itself
into Committee of ~upply was put and
negatived.
LICENSING BILL.
The debat'e (adjourned from the previous
day) on Mr. Bent's motion for the second
reading of this Bill, was resumed.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-I had hoped that by
thia time the se)f·imposed task wotdd have
been over. Before proceeding to deal with
the licensing question I should like to COllgratulate the Premier UpOll being himself
again. The reply he gave just now was gi ven
in quite a breezy style, reminiscent of old
times, and I hope it is an indication tha.t
tbe honorl\ble gentleman has returned
to his old form.
As to the licensing
question, I am in the fortunate position that I made no pledges during the two
eleotions I have fought. I believe, therefore,
that I am left untrammelled, and I intend in
advocating certain proposals and in voting
to act (8 one untrcdl}melled and free.
I shall vote on the Bill as I think
best in the intere~ts of the people. I believe
that this Hill will in no wav solve the
problem that presents itself to us; that, while
it may to some extent lessen the drinking
custom, it will in no way solve the great
question of intemperance and drunkenness.
I reoognise that, while we may have ideals,
and while we may express clear and definite
opinions as to the lines of policy to be perslled to cope with the evil, we have as representatives of the people to express our
opinions in no uncertain voice Oll the
Bill that is before us.
I propose, first
of all, before dealing with the Bill, to briefly
express my views as to what is necessary to
cope with the evil of intemperance. We have
to-day, as practical men, to deal with existing
fa.cts; not with matters as we would like
them to be, bu t just as they presen t themselves to U8, keeping in view the limited
opportnnities we have of altering the
conditions.
It has been
stated on
all hands that the desire of all parties,
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whether the Labour Party, the temperance
party, or those who are opposed to the temperance party, is to lessen the evil resulls that
floW' from drinking. I hold thM t.he habi~
that has be ell contracted by so. many of the
people 'in this State has not been c(9ntraoted
because the people love strong drink·- because
they desire to take that which will rob them
of so much they should not be robbed of; but
that it is dne to the surroundings, the environrpent, and the cOllditions under which they
live a.nd toil that thousands of people ,have
contracted the drinking habit. I have some
knowledge, through going about wiih my
eyes open, of wha.t is going on every day, and
I observe that many of those engaged iil the
drink traffic are compelled-owing to competition, owing to the high rent they are
charged, and owing to wany other conditions operating-to hold ollt inducements to
the people and to attract them to their
houses to indulge in that drinking that
we consider so pernicious. 'rhE-se people
are compelled to do this to obtain a
liviug and secure a return on the
capital they have invested. Licensees in
many cases offer every inducemeut they
oan to increase their trade, Imd they
afford those facilities for drinking that
we so much complain of. I had hoped
that the Government would have made
some effort in the Bill to cope with
a very great evil in the cnstom that
has grown up amongst a section of the
licensed victuallers of encouraging men wb<>
have no money in their pockets to go into
their houses alld obtain drink on credit
It
is a difficult matter to deal with, but 1 believe
that a ver.Y large proportion of the driJlk
consumed. is due to this system of credit. I
shall not elaborate that point just now.
Many of the evils, and in fact neady all the
evils r.omplained of, are due to I he fact that
the drink traffic is carried on for private
profit. 1 shall endeavour to show that
the evil may be minimized to a. very
great extelJt by altering this system.
1
am heartily in favour of the nationalization
of the} traffic. All the study and the research
I have been able to make tend ill the
direction of proving that, wherever the
sale of drink for pri vate profit has been
abvlished and the accommodatioll provided
has been in the public interest, the drinking
custom has been to a large extent minimized.
Gambling, Sunday trading, and various
other evils that. it is proposed to deal
with are due to the fact that, under competition, and the conditions under which the
trade is run, the licensees are compelled to
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break the law, and they arc doing so every
da.y. Under the system of nationalizing the
drillk traffic these inducements would be
removed, I;lud the temperance cause would
be I;ld vl;lnced to a very great extent. I
propose, later on, to quote many instances
where public effort has been successfully
mt\.de to cope with the evi!d of the
drink traffic, and' where the abolition of
the sale of drink for private profit
has led to I\, diminutioll in the consumption of drink, and, in fact, to sobriety,
with all its 'l.ttcndant benefits. vVe have
a.lso to recognise that man is t\. social animal;
thl;lt he desires social interc~urse. to mix
with' his fellows, to interchange various
opinions, and to be IIp-to-date with regl;lrd to sports, politics, and everything
else that is going on around him. U llfortnnat ely, nnder the social cOllditions that obtain arollnd us, all1loi:lt the only vlace where
,a man who toils for a Ii ving can g'o and
mix with his fellows, and obtain a little cl>mfort, and interchange these opinions, is a club
or au hotel. I Il1n.intain that if the opportunity of going to these places were denied,
the monotony of life to a man who works for
his livillg would be something awful. At
present he has either to go to an hotel or remain at home. He has either to sleep and
work or work and sleep, or else go to these
places where he kno\'Vs that his fellows COllgregate, aud by that means obtain a littl8 relaxation and forgetfulness of the misery that
sllrrounds him.
Mr. SWINBURNE. -Let the nmnicipalities
establish recreatit'lll halls.
MI'. ELMSLI E.-I intended todeal with that
question a little later Oll. I hope that whetber it is dOlle by the State or by the municipalities the qnestion will be grappled with.
Mr. SWINllUIUiE.-\Ve lmve municipal recreation grollnds.
Mr. ELMSL I K- W e have municipal recreation grounds, I admit, but nnfortunately
there are altogethel' too few of them. Not
only that, hut the municipal recreation
grounds that have been established up to
the present time do not 'provide for those
who arc engaged. in laborious occnpations.
ThoRe municipal grounds cater only for a
section of the people, and the man who goes
there, perhaps llot so well-dressed as m~Uly
olher people, because he is lIOt able to afford
it, is often not very welcome, and he feels
that he is an ontcast. But wlmt we want
to ~ecure ill this communIty apart from
hotels is an opportunity for healthful recreation, so that all sections rnay meet upon the
one coelOlon grollnd, and where 110 man
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whether he be a worker or a wealthy man,
will feel that he is trespas.sing and is unwelcome. I believe it is quite possible, and it
has been accomplished in other places, for
the ~tate or the municipalities in Victoria
to establish the places I have been speakiug
of. I believe it iR absolutely impossible by
legislation to do away with the drinking
customs that obtain in a British commnnity or
in any other community, but I do think that
it is quite possible, by provid iug other attractions, to minimize the drinking customs and
the evils that follow. Great mel~ have recognised that the efforts that. have been made
in Englaud and else w here in the direction of
sobriety ha ve been prod Heti ve of the best
results. Now, I propose to call the attention
of honorable members for a few moments
to an effort that has been made and
is being continued ill England in the
direction of providing phees of the kind I
have referred to. I snppose honorable members are all familiar with the trusts that were
initiated by Earl Grey.
Mr. SWINBUR:-\E.-'l'hat was done in IUY
native place.
Mr. EL:\1SLIE.-It is evident that more
than one good man has cnme from that place.
I propose to quote the late Right Hon. W.
E. Gladstone with regard to the efforts that
have been made by the people in England in
this direction, and the success that has resulted. Speaking in 1~94, he saidFormany years I have been strongly of the opinion
that, the principle of selling liq nors for the public
profit only offered the sole chance of escape from the
present miserable and almost contemptible prtdicament, which is 1\ disgrace to the country. I am
friendly to local option, but it ca.n be no morc than
a partial and occasion~l remedy. The mere Iimita.tioll of numl.er is, if pretending to the honour of a
remedy, little better than an imposture.

I would ask those persons inside the House
and outside who place so much value upon
the limitation of the number of publichouses that exist, as a solution of the difficulty, to pay special attention to those
words of a statesman like Mr. Gladstone,
who was so well qualified to express all
OpInIOn. :l\lost of the evidence that we have
been able to obtaiu, more especially ill Victoria, and to a very great degree ill New
Zealanlil, has shown that, although the houses
have been limited in number, the cOllsumption of drink has not decreased to allY
appreciabl€ extent.
I am one of those who
hold that a decrease ill the number of honses
is not a solution 'by anymeanR of the problem
that presents itself at the present time. I
also propose to quote another eminent gentleman wIto is well known to us all, and tha.t
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the Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, who,
speaking on the same question, said-

All the reflection, all the consideration, that I
ha.ve given to the matter, has only strengthened
my conviction that here, and here alone, lies the
reasonable and hopeful opportunity of making a
great reduction in the intemperance we deplore.

Let me now quote another authority. Dr.
Gould, in his book, Popular C01droL of the
Li'luor :Praffic, stl.ys-.
The laying of the axe to the tap root of personal
profit making in the liquor traffic was the deadliest
blow ever struck at the evil. Because of it the
credit system, with its ellormOUS practical abuses,
is a.bsolutely stopped.

I referred to the credit system previously,
but I know, from my own experience and
observation, that very often in this country,
<;lwing tQ the heat of our summer, meu become
thirsty, and like to get a drink of beer. Very
often they have no money, but if a landlord
will give them credit they will go and have
the drink. The consequence is that some.timeJ on Saturday they have to pay away 3s.,
48., 5s., or lOs. for the debts they have contracted at the public-house during the week.
I believe that. great good would result if \\"e
could in this Bill, by some mea.ns or other-I
confess it is difficult-prevent men from obtainingcreditfordrink. TheygetpaidonSaturday, and theygo into the public-house tt) payoff'
their score, because most of them are honorable and desire to pay their debts. They go
into the hotel and start drinking again, and
ill many cases the possibility-nay, thfo)
absolute fact-is that the grea.ter part of
their wages is sj:Jent in the hotel on the
Saturday before tbey go home. Many of
them would not have gOlle into the hotels
but for the credit system. They would have
gone home and spent their mOlley in a, more
legitimate way.
Mr. GRA y.-Of COllrse, those debts are ::lOt
recovera.ble at law.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-·-I Imow they are not
recoverable at law. 'rhere are many things
""hieh are not recoverable at law, bnt the
majority of the people of this country are
honest people, and like to meet all their
obligations. These are debts of honour, and
most men WOlllJ pay a debt of honour quicker
than they would pay a debt that is recoverable at law.
Mr. GRAY.-What remedy wonld . you
suggest?
Mr. ELMSLTE.-It is an extremely difficult question. I have thought ovet· it for a
long time.
There are all sorts of escapes
and loopholes in cOl11Je.xion with the credit
system, but I hope that the united wisdom
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of this Hom;e will be able to frame something
that will prevent, or at all events minimize,
the evils to which I have referred.
I have
also here a work on Public lIouse Reform, by
Mr. A. N. Cumming, M..A.-I believe he is
also a barrister-at-Iaw-i.nd 1 desire to quote
a few of the facts that are mentioned here in
favour of the nationalization of the drink
traffic.
I believe tha.t that is the ouly solution of the trouble that presents itself to u~
at the present time, and 1 waut to show
what has been the result of practical experience in oll,el' lands.
While any man may
express an Opll1l0n or belief, I think that
there is nothing like practice to ~how the value
of any scheme of this kind. Mr. Cnmming
says-There have been several interesting experiments
carried out by private phila.nthropists, a.nd one at
least hy a municipal corporation.
The latter,
curiously enough, is a public-house in the village of
Elan, near Rhayader, in Wales, built by the Water
Department of the Birmingham Corporation to ac.
commoda.te several hundred navvies employed on
their waterworks.

That ought to go home to the honorable
'gentleman.
An HO:'\ORAllLE MEMBlm.- What has the
'Water Department to do with" pubs." ?
Mr. SWINBURNE. - 'What would the
" pubs." do without water?
Mr. ELM:=;LIE.-The extract continnesBirmingham was the first corporation whieh sought
in 1877 to apply the Hcandillavian principles to the
liquor traffic, a.nd Mr Chalhberlain's approva.l of
the movement has long been well known. The
Elan public house is a replarkable example of
paternal Go\rernment, its rules being extremely
strict.

VVe often hear of grandmotherly legislation.
~ihat is advocated by the Labour ljarty is
often termed grandmotherly legislation. I
suppose that what would be called paternal
Government at home would be called grandmotherly legislation here.
Mr. BI£N'l'.-I understand the Labour
Party are divided on this question.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-They are divided on the
proposals of the Government, bllt as far as
the nationalizH,tion of the drink traffic is concerned the Labour Party present, as they
always do, a united front and a united
belief.
Mr. ANSTEl". -Don't forget to remind the
Government that they also are divided.
Mr. EL~SLIE.-I am going to refer to
that later 011. The extract continuesOnly beer, porter, and aerated waters are sup.
plied.

I \vould ask the Premier to listen to tbisThe house is open for one and a half hours,
from 12.30 to 2 p.m. and from 5.:30 to 9 p.m.
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on a.ll week da.ys; with the exception of Saturdays.
On Sa.turdays the house is open from 1 to 4.30
p.m., a.nd from 5.30 to 9 p.m., but it is closed all
d",y on Sundays.

Mr. SWINBURNE.-N"ot in the same sense
as here.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-No; not in the same
sense as here. The houses are supposed to
be closed here on Sundays, but in most of
the hotels more driuk is sold ou Sunday than
on auy other day.
Mr. WARDE.-It seems to taste better on
Sundays.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-The extract continuesNo woman is a.dmitted to the bar under any pretence wha.tever.

I suppose, und'er that., a woman could not
evell go for her husband.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-'1.'hat means behind the
bar.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-It meani, I take it, that
she is not admitted to the bar to drink.
No woma.n is a.dmitLed to the bar under any
pretence wha.tever, and only males over eighteen
yea.rs of age; .whilst .no female under twenty-one
or boy under SIxteen IS served, even in the ., off"
dep..rtment.

That is the department for selling drink outside.
Mr. SWINBUR~E.-The jug department.
Mr. ELM SLIE.-Yes.
. No 1?erson is alloweu more than one quart of
hquor lD the morning honr, or supplied with Dlore
tha.n two 9uarts in the nening, for constlDlptiol1 off
the premIses. Any person even slightly intoxicated i. not supplied at a.ll.

That is the great difference between a house
under municipal control and a honse under
private control, as in Victoria.
In many
cases here, the men who are under the influence of liq uor are the men who are
enoouraged and tickled under the chin and
the rest of i, to induce them to spend their
money in drink.
No hutkeeper can get more tl-.an one and a. ha.lf
iallons in the evening, or two gallons for the midda.y meal, from the "off" department, save on
Sunday, when he can have double the quantity to
carry him over ~unday.

. Mr. SWINBUItNE.-That is enough to drown
lum. Is that a municipal bar?
Mr. ELMSLIE.-Yes. I guarantee that if
anyone took an observation as to the
amonnt of liquor sold in the jug departments
here to one individual, he would find, under
the Victorian conditions, that much more was
sold than tha.t.
The Saturday arrangement enables the weekly
money to have some chance of reaching the wife,
a.nd prevents the workman from settling down to
prink until he has ha.d his mid·day meal.
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In some insta:nces, amongiSt the workmen
. there is. little chance of the wages
reachmg the Wife, but under municipal conttol the houses are kept closed at certain
hours, and the men have a chance to go home
and give their wives the mOlley before" going
on the booze."
Mr. ]3 KNT.-What time do they close?
. Mr. ELMSLIK-I mentioned that on
Saturday afternoon, they arc open from l~alf
past five until nine o'clock.
~ere,

In spite of these regulations, so successful hM
the pu?lic-house been that the only other publichouse m the village has suffered very heavily in
custom. The profits are applied by the coininittee)
of the corporation to the maintenance of a fine
reading. room, a. lending library, a gymnasium a.
recreation room, an infirmary, and lastly, a chu;ch
&nd school.

Mr. GIU y.-They seem to drink a lob
judging by the profits.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-I have heard the honorable member state that he knew very little
about the trade. All information and statistics that are availahle for hOllorable
members show that enormous profits are
made in this trade; but, unfortunately, the
licensee, who is the man mainly responsible
for the good conduct of these houses, has to
pay away the larger proportioh or his profits
to the man who owns the hotel, Ilnd consequently controls it .
Mr. GRAY.-I thought you were going
show that there was less drinking under the
system.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-I will show hter on
t~at there is less drinking; but even if there
were not less drinking the drinking is done
under better conditions than obtain here at
present. We have a proposal in the Bill for
dealing with clubs, and I Wl:l.nt to show what
has been done, as fat: as the club system is
concerned, in the old land--

to.

The Fife Coal Company bought a house for
£1,500, and obtained a licence, and put in-first, a.
salesman, ~,nd now a respon!"ible paid secretary
to manage it. The capital required for starting thehouse was supplied by the company. and the management was placed in the hands of the committee,
partly named by the company and partly by the
villagers. The balance-sheets of the society tell a
more effective tale thana.ny amonnt of description.
A summary for the four years during which thescheme has heen in operation is appended.

I will not bother houorable members with the
whole of thQ figures, but will just give those
for the year 1900 to show what has accrued
to the people who are interested in this concern, and what they have been able to return
to the people who have felt inclined to go
into these drinking saloons. In 1900 the
following payments were made, besides writ-
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jng .:ff variou8 amounts for depreciationreading-room, £77 58. 8d,; bowling green,
£48 148. 6d.
Mr. BENl'.- Why do you emphasize the
bow ling-green ~
Mr. Ji~LMSLIE.-I am interested in bowling. There are also these payments-Electric light, £99 Os. lld.; football olub, £12
108., and singing class, £6 198. 6d. The
Premier would go to that no doubt.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).-·It is
all run with the busine3s.
Mr. ELMSLIE.- It is not run where the
bu&ine8B is carried on.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland. E"st).-By
being run with the business it brings more
people there.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-That is what does not
~cur.
But I will t'efer to that again. The
profits at any rate come back to the people
'Who spend the money, instead of going into
the pockets of a private individual The
book I am quoting in reference to this institution continuesShortly put, it will be seen tha.t the su:rplus
profits ha.ve been a.pplied as follows :-The value of
the houee and fi~tings ha.s been written down to
£1,200 ; a. rea.ding.room and library have been in8titutod; a. billia.rd ta.ble hILs been provided; a
bowliB.g-green, with a. suitable house, has been
:formed; the village hloS been furnished with
~lectric light; and sundry Juinor improvements
ha.ve been effected.

Mr. BENT.-There must have been a lot of
drinking there at any rate.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-There \Vas not a lot of
,drinking a~ all.
That was all effeeted
through the enormous pmfits, which, under
the system of private ownership, go to private
,individuals, .ut which, under the system of
public ownership, or the nationa.lization ,Jf
the drink traffic, would go in the direction
,()f pr'Jvidillg cf)1.mter attrl'lCtions. That is
an important point with the people who
leel compelled to go to such places, and
who at present go to hotels to obtain social intel'course and
recreation.
The only recreation for the people now is to
go to botels, bllt under the system of public
()wnership, instead of as in the past, the
profits going into the pockets of those who
are extorting rent and bonuses. and compelling people to br~ak the la.w with regard
to Sunday trading and other things, the
profits could be used in the direction of the
benefit of the people.
Mr. BBNT.-Does that show how we are to
.get hold of 3,500 houses 1
Mr. ELMSLIE.-I propose to ~eal with
,the qu~ation of compensation later on.
Mr. 'BZNT.-I mean nationalizing them.
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Mr. ELMSLIE.-The proposals of the
Government will make it very easy for the
present Government, or any other Govern·
ment, to nationalize the drink traffic. It is
proposed after a certain Humber of years to
abolish compensation. and then, at any rate,
the cost of nationalizing the drink traffic
would be very much less than it would be at
the present time.
Mr. WARDE.- \Yhy not follow the same
principle now, and take the hotels over without compensa.tion?
Mr. ELMSL[E.-The Government do not
propose to abolish hotels withoutcompens>\tion.
Mr .. VVARDE.-Yes, they do-after ten
years. If you have the power take them at
once. It is the same principle.
Mr. BEN'l'.-I am glad there is some principle in the Bill. I did not think there was
any last week.
Sir ALEXANDER PEAcucK.-The interest is
the trouble.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-That can be applied in
both wa.ys-the interest on the principal, and
the interest involved as far as the owners and
licensees are concerned. T wish to quote from
Rowntree and Shirwell's work, Public Control o/the Liquor Traffic. Those names ha.ve
been mentioned very often during the
debate, and I think those gentlemen
are recognised as being very .a~\ble
exponents of .he liquor question in every
shape or form. After dealing with all the
other problems that present themselvas,
the following is the conclusion they come to
as far as the nationalization of the drink
traffic is cOPlcerned-that is the selling of
drink for the public profit inste&d of for private proS t : Alone of al1 the systems tha.t hard been a.dopted
it secures a divorce between politics ai'ltl the drink
traffic.

I think a great nJany of us WQuId like to see
that divorce take place, and take place very
quickly. The article contilluesDrink selling once divorced from politics ca.~ no
longer serve 80S an instrument of corrnption, a.nd
one of the greatest obstacles of social ref6rm is
thus overcome.

I quite agree with that.
clu~iol'l they come to i8-

The secQnd con·

When no politica.l pa.rty is fettered by tra.de
support, and the vested interests now associa.ted
with it a.re destroyed, a la.rge body of tempera.nce
sentiment is set free, a.nd the way n1a.de easy :lot'
progressive temperance reforms.

The third conchlf310n is as follows:A trade universally recognised as dangel'ous is
taken cmt of the hands of the private dealer, wl\.o
na.turally seeks to extend it, and is brought undet'
effective restriction and control.

Licensing

[ASSEMBLY.]

Rill.

The endeaveur to extend the trade leads, great public attention.
Many arguments
in a very large measure. to all those evils and debates outside have arisen on account of
which we are seeking to meet in the Bill. it, and I want to say straight away that
Under the system of nationalization of the were I dealing with the question afresh, apart
drink traffic a person running a place where from all legislation that is in existence, I
drink would be sold would have no induce- would be distinctly against compensation.
ment to encourage anybody to drink. He I do not believe compensation would be a
would have no inducement-nay, the induce- proper thing.
I would like to jog the
ment would be the other way-to keep open Memories of honorable members. There are
after hours, and he certainly would not serve a great many people who are loud in asking
on Sunday when he could go away and enjoy for compensation for the rights that a~e
himself. He would not do anything against supposed to exis~. 'l'o-day there is a brewery
the regulations when he knew that if he did so combine which is going to displace a numhe would lose his billet. I am not quite sure ber of workmen. I hear "Very EttIe from
but that if nationalization of the drink traffic those gentlemen who are selling the beer
were adopted in Victoria far more good wo~ld about the rights of compensation for those
be done for the community, and far iess men who have been thrown out of work, or
drink would be consumed than under the who will be thrown out of work. Many of
proposals of the Government, or even nnder those men have entered into obligations in
the proposals of the most extreme temper· connexion with purchasing property, probn.nce advocates outside. One of the objections ably 011 the time-payment system. 'l'hey
that have been taken to municipal Qr have made themselves proficient in the busiGovernment control is that the Government ness of brewing beer, yet \ye hear very little
or tho municipal councils, on finding that the from the owners of the breweries about the
drink traffic was a very fruitful source of rights of the men who are dispossessed of
revenue, would seek to encourage drinking. their work.
Mr. SWINllUHNE. - You hear nothing. not
I have a higher opinion both of public men in
Parliament and in the different councils than "very little."
Mr. ELMSLIK - \-Ve hear ab!:iolutely
to think that they would do anything of the
sort, knowing the evils tha.t result from drink. nothing. W bile holding that compensa.tion
even if they knew it would result. in bringing is wrong, and ought not to have been promore revenue to their eoffers. Edward R. vided for those people who are engaged in
Pease, in 11he Case· tar Jfunicipal D,'ink, the drink traffic, I feel, also, that t he right
to compensation has been conferred on them
saysI take it that
We ha.ye no fear of the collective cupidity of OUr by legislation of the past.
municipalities in this matter. They run their the Government, recognising that, and also
trams for the benefit of the citizens in the first recognising that the principle of compensation
place, and profit is !Io secondary consideration.
i!:i wrong, have offered in this Bill by the
I claim also that, a~ far as the drink traffic is time-limit and in another way to return to
concerned, the municipalities would only nm those peo}Jle the full value for what the
hotels for the convenience of the public, and State in the past has accorded them.
not for the purpose of making a profit or a Whether I am right or wrong, that is
l·evenut>. The extract continneRthe interpretation 1 ha.ve placed upon the
A municipality, when it takes over the tram- provisions in the Bill. I reserve ·to my!:ielf
ways, reduces fares, improves the cars, gives the the right to say in Committee whether the
employes better wa.ges, and often expends enormous sums in introducing electric traction. These. time given hy the GovenmJent is sufficiellt or
So far as the inquiries I have been
reforms are undertaken for the public benefit, and not.
the puIjlic appreciation of them generally yields able to make up to the present have gOlle, I
splendid ea.sh returns.
am inclined to think that the Government
I think that is a clear indication that have not erred on the side of liberality so far
municipal ownership has been in the interest as the time limit is concerned. rrhe people
and for the advantage of the people. I who own hotels and the licensees of hotels
believe
municipal
ownership or the now are not the people to whom that right
nationalization of the drink traffic would was given when the Act was passed in J885_
lead to the minimizing of the drinking The majority of t~e present owners of
cust</ms that prevail at the present timf'!. hotels in Victoria, and tho licensees, have paid
Coming to the question of compensation, I and paid handsomely to the previous owners
may say that this seems to '"'le to be one or to those people who obtained t he right
of the most important parts of the Bill. originally for the right of conducting this
Certainly, it is oue that has attraoted very business. 1 am one of those who believe
Mr. Elmslie.
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.that we should not take from anybody any
property or any right. or value that has been
given to him by the St,ate, or that he has
legallyaaquired, without giving him a just and
fail' compensa.tion. I believe the proposals
of the Government are an attempt in the
right direction, although I reserve to myself
the right to vote for a longer time limit.
Mr. BENT.-You are the first @ne that has
taken the true view-that the licensees never
bad any promise made.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-I notice from the discllssion of the compensation aspect of the Bill
that the majority of those who have spoken
have expressed the fear that if compensation
was abolished prohibition would immediately
follow. 1 do not think that prohibition
will accomplish what is desired. Nay, all
the evidence that we have been able to get
as to the op~rati(m of prohibition has shown
that it has failed.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-It is ~ wrong construction on the Bill.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-I am only speaking
about the fear expressed by honQrable members during the debate as to the effect of the
a.bolition of the compensation. I do notlmow
that that is a right viewto take of the question,
but eel'tainlymyopinion is that prohibition has
not accomplished, and cannot possibly accomplish, what the people would lil~e. Without
dealing with New Zealand, I know that in
America, in those pa.rts where prohibition is
in operation, although the E;ud that the legislation has ill view has been a moral one, ~nd
ill the direction of decreasing the drink
traffic, it has brought into existence other
evils that are ~t least as bad as, or even
worse than, the drink traffic itself. I propose
to quote on that subject an extract from the
work-The Case for Municipal Drink-from
which I quoted before. In t his book, which is
a very late one, the author, in dealillg with
prohibition, saysThere have been concomitant evils of prohibitory
legislation. The efforts to enforce it during forty
years past have had some unlooked-for effects on
public respect for courts, judicia.l procedure, oaths,
and law in general, and for officers of the law,
legislators, and public servants. The public have
seen law defied, a whole generation of habitual law
brea.kers schooled in evasion and shamelessness;
courts ineffective through. fluctua.tions of policy,
delays, perj uries, negli¥ences, and other miscarriages
of justice; officers or the la.w double-faced and
mercenary; legislators timid and insincere; candida.tes for office hypocritba\ and truckling; and
office. holders unfaithful to pledges a.nd to reasonThrough an .agitatio~
a.ble public expecta.tion.
which has always had a mora.l end, these lmmoralities have been developed a.nd made conspicuous.
The liquor traffic, being very profitable, has been
Able, when attacked by. prohibitory legisla.-
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tion, to pay fines, bribes, hush-money, and
assessments for political purposes to large
amounts.
This money has tended to corrupt
the lower courts, the police administration,
polit-icnl organizalions, and even the electorate
itself. Whenever the voting force of the liquor
traffic and its allies is considerable. candidates for
office &nd office-holders are tempted to serve a
dangerous trade interest, which is often in antagonism to the public interest. Frequent yielding
to this temptation causes general degeneration in
public life, breeds contempt for the Public Service,
and, of course, makes the service less desirable for
upright men. Again, the sight of justices, constables, and informers enforcing a prohibitory law
far enough to get from it the fines and fees which
profit them, but not far enough to extinguish the
traffic, and so cut off the source of their profits, is
demoralizing to society at large. All legislation intends to put restrictions on the liquor traffic, except,
perhaps, the simple ta.x, is more or less liable to these
objections: but the prohibitory legislation is the
worst of all in the~e respects because it stimulates
to the utmost the resistance of the liquor dealers
and their supporters. Of course there are disputed
effects of efforts at prohibition. Whether it has or
has not reduced the consumption of intoxicants and
diminished drunkenness is a matter of opinion, and
opinions differ widely. No demonstration on either
of these points has been reached, or is n()w attainable, after more than forty years of observation
and experience.

I a.m sure that we in Victoria realize that,
iO far as our Courts of J'llS tice and Legislature
are concerned, we have nothing to oomplain
.of about undue influence being exercised, or
money being enabled to sway the course of
justice, so that those with the most
money could get decisions in their own interests. Our Legislature and Courts of Justice
have been very pure, and we do not want hy
prohibition and that kind of thing the games
that have been carried on in America under it.
After all, so far as prohibition is conJerned, I
am one of those who believe that the people
have the undoubted right themselves to say
whether they will have prohibition 01' any
other conditions that they believe to be in
their own best interests.
Mr. MCCUTCHEON.-The people as a whole,
or in parts ~
Mr. ELMSLIE.-The people as a whGJe.
Mr. McCuTcHKoN.-There is a great difference.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-I know there is. I do
not belieye ill any class or sectional representation. I mean the people as a whole, not
districts.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Australia.
Mr. EL MSLIE.-No, the people in Victoria, where we are dealing with this particula.l' question. Before the redistribntion of
seats the hotels in the electorate of Albert
Park, which I ha've the honour to represent,
were under the statutory number, but, owing
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to the recent increase in the area of the
electorate, we are no\v over the statutory
number. We ill Albert Park may decide,
as a section of the community, to have prohibition within 0lU" borders, and yet we
should only have to go to the other side of
the street to obtaiu drink. This seems to
me an absurdity.
If prohibiti0n ur local
option is any good for a section of the people,
it is good for the \V hole people. 1 atu surry
that ulJ to the present uo member of the
(Jnvernment has thonght fit to rise in his
place and further explain the provisions and
the operation of the Bill.
Mr. SWINBURNl~,--The l'remier gave us a
si.x-hours' speech.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-Undollbtedly, bnt it is
not to be ex.pected that the Premier. or any
other individl1al, could conceive th~ objeotions, or foretell the criticisms tha~ were
going to ~e levelled against the measure.
Mr HUTCUI~so~.-He anticipated every
objection.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-I do not think he did,
by a long way.
MI'. SWINBURNE.-It will come out in Committee.
Mr. ELMSL1E.-I lmow the Uovernment
are depending on Committee, but the HO'18e
Rod the country have 'a right to expect that
some prominent member of the Ministry-Mr. BItl'oT.-You know very well he is
going to speak lIext. .
Mr. ELMSLIE.-I did not know it. The
honorable gentleman is drawing my claws.
The Premier will pardon me for saying t.hat
up to the present time we have certainly
had ~l statement frOlU the Government of
what they hope to obtain by the introduction and passage of this measure,
but the criticism of the measure has been so
destructi ve that one of the Ministers should
riBe itt his place and put up a defence of
it. I hope that the Minister of 'Yater
Supply, whose hand I can see la~gely in the
Bill--l may be wrong, but I thmk he has
had a very large finger in the pie-will get
up and offer some defence or attempt to
answer the criticism that has been levelled
against the Bill. I would ask the Premier's
attention for one moment before I conclude.
There are many details 0n which I may speak
in Committee. Ali to the municip",l equivalent about which the Premier talked so much,
I pr~mise the hon~r~ble .gentlem~n, that if
he introduces prOVIsIOns III the BIll for the
abolition of it he will have my hearty support. I fail to see why a. section. of !;he
community should be taxed III the duectIOn
of improving property for those who do not
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believe in the drink traffic. If the traffic is a.
crime, those who think so ought to forego
Rny advantage that they receive in theshape of licen0e-fee~.
If t.he municipalities who receive this equivalent cannot;
carry Oll their operations without it they
ought to get the money from the general
revenue.
Mr. CARL1SLI<:.-The licences were takel)
away in the fin:t place.
Mr. SWINDURNE.-Jf it goes into the
general revenue it comes out again.
Mr. ELM~LIE.-I would not do that with
it, but I would use it in the direction of providing accommodation, and clo~ing hotels that
are a. curse to the community.
Mr. DOWSWARD - Would you ~ooner dothat than take the money from additional
fees?
Mr. EL~SLIE.-I wouW take anything
to shut up the hotels that. are doing &0 much
harm. MallY. of those who are denouncing
the drink traffic ought to carry their convictions further, a.nd refuse to be benefited by
the profits made out of the traffic. I a.m
given to understand that a munioipal conference, held some years ago" were prepared
to red nee the equi valen t at the rate of 10per cent. pet' annum. Tbe Premier ought t()
take that iuto consideration. If he proposoa.
to abolish it altogether, I shall vote for the'
proposal. I am inclined to think. that thesuggestion made by the Premier in hi~
second-reading speech. tha.t if a Committeewere appointed they could, with very little
cost to the community, cl0se a very large
number of hotels, is a good one. It is a.
practical suggestion, and 1 am sorry that i~
has not been included in the Bill.
An HONORABLE MUMBER.-\Ve have IlOt.
got enough hotels now in some places to provide accommodation for the people.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-There may be too few
in some localities, but there are too many in
other localities. There are two streets in
South Melbourne running parallel, and not.
a mile in length, where there are from thirtyfive to thirty-seven hotels.
Mr. MCCU'l'CHKON.-It is a wonder you are
able to keep so sober.
Mr. ELMBLIE.-I am like the honorablememeer, for, constitutionally, we could never
get drunk. I hope the Premier will developthat idea of appointing a Board or Commission to close the hotels, or that he will take
it upon himself to do so. I believe the Government have made an honest effort t() meet,
the difficulties that are presented to them ill
the drink traffic.
I believe that this.
measure will do some good for some little-
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time, but that the traffic can never be and I found that jn the Scottish Licensing
hopestly and Bucce~sfully grappled with llntil Bill of 1903, which came. into op~ration in
we go the whole hog a.nd bring about the 1904, there is a. secii~l1-section Ha-whilh
reads ~s follows :uationaliz~tion of the traffic.
A trustee or magistrate may grant a. wa.rra.nt to
Mr. SWINBURNE.-1 have listened with
very grent interest tQ the debate which has a.ny constable named therein to i:lea.rch a sll8pecte4
whether registere4 or unre~istered. The
taken place on this Bill. It is a debate that club,
constable may force entry, inspect the premises,
does credit to the House, and 1 have learned take down the names lmd addresses of &ny'persons
.a. great deal in connexion with the liquor found therein. a.nd seize books and pa.pers. Persona
'business and in connexion with temperance resisting the constables a.re liable to penalties.
legislatioll throughout the world. ' I am very It is further provided that the secretary of
glad to see that so many members have paid the chlb ii::l to gi ve notice to the registrar of
~o much diligent attention r.o the Bill and to the appl ication for a. licence, an.d the registra.r
the question of liquor reform, and have pre· is to gi \'e notice to the police and the town OOUll·
pared such elaborate speeches 011 the Bill. I cil for the purpose of objections. The oertifi.fI.lU sure this does credit to the Honse.
I feel cate is subject to renewal every twelve months.
that tbere has been undue weight in That is the Jaw jn Scotland to-day. Then
the way of influence put on the scales much has been said about the fees that are to'
against the Bill. I cannot ,help feeling that be charged to clube.
Well, wby should
.a very large number of members ha.ve not olubs eicape from paying proper fees? There
oQonsidered this question to the very depths is no doubt that, as the number of hotel
that it is necessary to go. I would not licences is decreased, there "ill be an agita.attribute any ill .Q.l0tives to any wan, but tion to increase the number of clubs. This
t):)ere is no dou4t the influence of th, liquor has been the ease in the old cou.ntry. Let llS
Grade within our State i.s very far reaching look at the fees that are charged to clubs in
other countries. In South Australia every club
~nd very heavily felt.
Mr. M.,4.cKINNoN.-Are you not going to is .charged a registration fee of £10. In
mania the fee is £5. J n Queensland, if the
~Qgland for arguments ~
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I :10 n.ot wish to club is in Brisbane, the fee is £15, and in'
the cou.ntry £10. In New Zealand the fee
~a.y much in that way.
Mr. PRBNDERGAs1'.-I w~ pledged, when is £5. Jn Natal th.y treat a' olub the same
elected, to the platform I tOQk up her~.
as a licensed housa, btla the fee is not less
Mr. SWINBURNE.-The main questions than £30 in a borough and £20 in a' town.
ill the Bill are in connexioh with olubs and In the province of Quebec all clubs supplyiog'
the time limit. There are not many other liquor to members are required to be licensed,
points which cOl"lld not be either modified in and to pay duty. In Montreal the fee is
m~ny ways or deeided upon in Committee. £.60, in Quebec £4:0, and. elsewhere £20.
I think the main issues will be centred round In Ontario, there are, I underetand, very ~ew
the club question and the time limit. We clubs which dispense liquor, but those who
all recognise the necessity of regulating do are subject to a rather heavy liceilCe-fie.
dubs. ] do not care what kind of clubs In the United States they oharge club
exist, whether they beiong to the rich or the licence!) in nea.rly every S tate of the U nian
poor, the working classes or those who and in addition to the State licence-fees, ther~
Ii ve in very fine buildings, evt'ry club should is a universal Federal tax: of £6 for every
be properly inspected. I do not see any cl nb. In the State of New York the duty
reason why the Melbourn8 Club, the Athen· ranges .from £30 per allnum in places with a
~um Club, or the Australian Club, should population of less than 1,200 t.o £240 for a
e~cape inspection when others are inspected place like New York, while in the State of
as proposed in the Bill. I alU surprised tha.t Virginia. those clubs which were chartered
a strong feeling seems to exist amongst many before the 16th April, 1903, pay 8s. 4d. per
honorable members in regard to what we call member, and those chartered since that .date
the big clubs. It is a m.atter of pure selfish· pay the same duty as ordinary public.
ness, and these members should give way, houses. Honorable members will see that the
reoognising that it is the duty of the Govern~ t~xat.ion ~ clubs i~ almo~t uniTer'3aUy recogment and the community to thoroughly nIsed, or IS beeommg ~Ul.l versally recogni~ed,
inspect the clubs, and that the big clubs although we must admlt tha.t this has not yet
should be included as well as othere. We taken place in England, except to the extent
are not initiating legislation in this· respect of charging the very small registration fee of
that is ne,,'; it exists in other ,places. 5s. In that wayan immenS6 amount of
I was looking over some Acts the other day, taxation is escaped by a large number of men
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who drink.
I find, ~aking a comparison between nine towns of the same population in Massa.chussets and England, that in
the towns of Massachussets there are 88
clubs which contribute to the revenue
no less than £5,470, while in the English
towns there are 267 elubs which pay only £66
15s. in registration fees.
According to
another estimate 540 clubs in England
paid fees amounting to only £135. The
number of meml;ers was 163,000, and
the
value of the
liquor consumed
amounted to no le~s than £434,000. No
fees are being paid to-day by the clubs
in Victoria, and yet if \ve were to add up the
profit derived from the liquor consumed by
the members, it would rea.ch very large
figures. There is no reason whatever, "iith
the large membership of some of these clubs,
and the large revenue they derive from
liquor, why they should not be treated ill a
sirnilar way to pllblic-honses, so far as
lieence·fees are concerned.
Mr. ANSTEY.- "Vhel'e does the Minister
get his facts as to the large consumption of
liquor in clubs 1
Mr. S WINBURNE.-From Rowntree and
Sherwell's book.
Mr. ANsTI<:Y.-That does llOt apply to
Victoria.
Mr. SvVINBURNE-'We have 110 information as to Victoria. We know, however,
that there is a large membership, and there
must be a large quantity of liquor drunk,
yet at the present tim.e no licence-fee is
paid.
Mr. BENT.-There are 21,000 members
in the clubs.
Mr.SWINBURNE.-Some really excellent
suggestions have been made with respect to
the Bill, and those snggestions deserve very
serious consideration indeed in many ways.
The hOll(l)rable Illember for Ovens, I consider, l1ul.de a most excellent speech on this
question, and his suggestions as to a fair
rent Court, and his references to monopoly
values, and the question of dividiug the compensa.tion between the owners and the
licensees, and also as to the classification of
hOllse!:l-properly conducted hotels, mere
drinking shops, and restaurants-are all
good and valuable, and should be considered
by the House.
Mr. WA'l'T.- Will yon embody them in the
Bill ?
Mr. S'YINBUR~E.- We wi1l see about
that directly. But the main poi.lH, and the
one to whieh I desire to direct attelltion" is
the bone of contention in the House. Undoubtedly, the great bone of contention with
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honorable members, at the present time, is
the question of a time limit, after which no
compensation shall be paid. As the Premier
has stated, the Government are quite prepared to receive all reasonable suggestions in
connexion with this Bill, and it would appear
to be the desire of the House that the measure should be treated as a non-party one,
because from every !:Iide we get a variety of
opinions. That may possibly be the best'
way to treat it in order to make the .Bill as
perfect as possible. But I, for one, am confident of this fact, that the Honse has got to
determine a time limit in connexion with the
payment of compensation, and I feel that
the Government must take up an earnest and
an emphatiG !:Itand upon that particular
clause of the Bill.
Mr. rrouTcHEH.-The Government will go
down if they do.
Mr. A. A. B[LLSO~ (Ovens).-H is only to
be a party measure on the main point.
Mr. SWINBl1RNK-Honorable members,
I hope, will give me every consideration in l
this matter. It is a very difficult subject to
argue. I feel that I onght to give my ideas
upon it as straight out aR the leader of the
Opposition said he did last night. I am sure
I have given every consideration to ot her
honorable members, an.d I have listened to
every speech in the debate. ,Now, ,a great
many suggestions have been made with reference to compensation as to the raisin~ of
the money, but the Premier has rather
scouted most of them, I think. I go further
in this matter, aud I say that this House has
tlothillg whatever to do with allY scheme by
which money should be raised for payillgcompensation at the end of the ten-years period.
Mr. 'VA'l'r.-Great Scott!
Mr. H\VINBURNE.-L lay that down as
my strong convictiolJ.
Mr. WATT.-Are yon speakillg for the
Government now 1
Mr. SWINBUHNE.-I am.
Mr. ,\VAl'T.- It is just as well to know.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I have not been able
to follow the real grounds U pOll \\' hich the
proposition to pay compensation after ten
years is actually supported. The main argument seems to be that in the Bill of ; 885 the
words--.-" entitled to the renewal of the licence
at the end of twelve months, subject to good
conduct," were introduced. The Act saysEvery licensed person should, subject to the
provisions of this Act, be entitled to obtain from
the Licensing Court, at its annual Bitting, a certificate a.uthorizing the renewal of his licence-

and so on. As honorable members know,
the licensed houses that have been built since
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1885 get no compensation at all. Only the
houses that were in existellce before 1885
are to receive compensation. Some honorable members have stated that it is within
the power of Parliament to say that Ue) compen8(~tion whatever should be paid, just as
was done ill New Zealand. Undoubtedly
that may be the case, but I am anxious, as
far as possible, to analyze 1I0t only what may
be within the power of this Honse. but what
is the real duty ~f this House, and also what
would be real justice in the ease-not only
justice to the liquor trade, but real justice
to the citizens of the State at large.
Mr. Tou'l'cHER.-One implies the other.
Mr. S WINBURNE.-Honorable members will knoN that about sixteen or seventeen years ago a similar Bill was introduced
into the ::;outh Australian Parliament, in
which those words-" entitled to a renewal"
-were introduced.
The liquor trade was so .
satisfied that they had added to their assets
enormously, that they gave a great dinuer in
its honour. So great was their j u bilatioll that
public interest was aroused. It was arollsed
to 8ucii an extent that, within t.,,·o years,
Parliament passed a Bill reversing its decision, and said-" There shall be no compensation at the end of fifteen years." The
people of South Australia were alarmed
practically at what Parliament had given to
the liqnor trade.
Mr. MACKINNON. - Yon propose to repeat
that after twenty-one years 7
Mr. WATT.-Twenty-one years instead of
two-that is the difference.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-!t ought to be
recognised, and recognised very completely,
that nothing whatever has been paid the
State for the concession which they say has
been received by them. But directly we attempt to interfere with the COil cession which
has been given to them, then our action is
termed absolute confiscation. The Government wish to recognise that there is something due to the liquor trade. They do not
wish to assume the power which some
honorable members suggest may be assumed.
They wish to do their duty to the trade, and
they say that thirteen yeals is an ample time
and an ample consideration for the compensation to absolutely cease. They say that
the concession or the powers which l:>arliament gave away-I go furtber, and say the
rights of the people which Pa.rliament
wheedled away in 1885-are to be resumed
by this House and by this Parliament for the
people as early as it possibly can, consistently
with fair rights and justice.
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Mr. MACKINNON. - Does that apply to
Jand grants, too 1
Mr. BRoMLEY.-And to gas companies?
Mr. TouTcHBR.-There would be little
security nnder the III W you preach in this
country.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Jt is all very well
for the honorable member to speak ill that
way, but we feel that the offer we ha.ve 'made to
the liquor trade of thirteen years is a reasonable and ample term within which the concession, for which they paid nothing, shall
cease a.nd come back to the people. 1 cannot understand how those gentlemen who
are advoca.ting the giving of these large
amonnts of compensation can argue as they
do, or what they really wish to give.
Do they mean to say that they are willing to
place a capital value upon the licence on a.
basis which practically means that it has been
receivf3d ill perpetuity:' What. is the basis
upon which· they wish to give this com.
pensation? Compensation Ims been talked
about very much at h\rge in this House, but
llO one h3.S ever tried to define how long that
cornpensation should be fur. Noone has ever
tried to define what value there is in a licellce,.
or how many years' purchase it should be.
One honorable member has mentioned the
Gas CompalllY. Does he know that, according to Aet of Parliament, the Corporation call
buyout the Gas Cumpany, lock, stock, and
barrel, lands, plant, works, goodwill, and
everything else at eighteen years' purcbase 1
:Mr. MACKINNON.-You are not doing that
here; you are giving a notice.
Mr. SWINBUHNE.-J am dealing, not
wilh lock, stock, and barrel, not with land andbuildings, but with the licence, which was
gi ven by this House in error, in misjudgment-simply with the licence-and I am
trying to get it back on a reasonable ba.sis.
An HONORABLE MBMBlm.-What is the
gcod of an hotel without a licence?
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Does any hOllorable
member mean to say that, because the difference in value between a house licensed and
unlicensed is £100, he would give £2,500 if
the li~ence was taken .away, which, at 4 per
cent. Interest, would give that man £100 in
perpetuity?
Mr. MACKINNON.- ~- ould you be satisfied.
if the Act was carried out ttt eighteen years'
purchase?
Mr. SWINBUHNE.-Does the honorable
member mean lock, stock, and barrel?
Mr. MACKINNON.-Lock, stoGk, and barrel.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I tbink that might
be worthy of consideration. But the siand
the Government have taken up is this-that
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they refuse to acknowledge that Parliament
has bartered away this 1icence for ever. We
refuse to acknowledge that. Can any sane
man argue that it is not within the power,
and that it is not the duty, of this House to
determine this matter some time? If it; i.s
not to be done in ten years, is it to be done
in twenty yeurs? If it is not to be done in
twenty years, is it to be done in thirty years?
If it is not to be done in thirty years, is it to
be done in 100 years? It is not to go
on for ever. What is this House going to
determine? Are honorable members afraid
of coming to some conclusion in the matter?
Is it to be 999 years, like the New Zealand
perpetua.l lease, or is it to be limited? W·hat
does the House mean? Has the House the
conrage to·say when it should he determined 1
}fr. BROMLEY.-You ought to give notice
of these qnestions.
Mr. S ~VINBURNE.-It does not follow
tha.t, because this Hou~e wheedled away a
right belonging to the State in 1885, it
wheedled it away for eternity.
Ml·. 'l'ouTCBER.-Some people say that
our heritage has been taken away, and tha.t
we should resume it.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I believe, with the
honorable mem ber for Ovens, that the rapacity
of the liquor irade in this matter knows no
bounds.
Mr. BROMLBY.-lt is not worse than the
rl\pacity of the land grabber.
Mr. S \VINBUR~E -The Labour Party
are dealing with the rapacity of the land
grabber, but refuse to deal with the rapacity
of the liquor trade in the same way.
Mr. PRBNDERGAST.- \Ve are not dealing
with rapacity of the i8.S shareholder, who is
charging 5s. f?r sOlllething that is not worth
2s.
Mr. SWINBU RNE.-I will try to stick to
the point. if the honorable member does not
mind. It is no easy matter for me to argue
out this nUI.tter if honorable members COlltinnally interrupt me.
I will deal with the
Ga.s Compauy on its merits with pleasure at
any other time. I approached this subject
with the feeling that it ~as my duty, as a
member of this House, to put this matter
right at the ettrliest possible sta~e. This
Bill, I argue, does not take away the licence.
It gives the people t.he power to take away the
lioence. This Bill does not lay down an arbitrary rule that the licence ahall be taken
a.way!\nd the public-house closed. It trusts
the people all throngh, and every time.
Mr. LEMMo~.--The House has taken them
a way in the past on many occasions.
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Mr. SWINBURNE.-It seems to me very
ill-judged for this House to argue that Parliament shall not trust the people to even
reverse, if they think fit, what Parliament
did in 1885, after a fair time limit. Why
should Parliament remain the sale judge of
this most important question?
Mr. DOWNWARD.-Because· they are the
representatives of the peoplp-.
Mr. SWINBUHNE. - Parliarn~nt has
given a great many powers to the people, and
has given the referendum sometimes, and it
onght to allow the people to judge in this
instance.
MI'. WATl'.-Would you allow the people
to say whether compensation should be
given 1
Mr. SWINBURNE.--I should like to
point out that this local option without compensation is not a new thing by ally means.
Various books have been referred to from
time to time in this debate, and interesting
extracts given. If honorable members wi1l
refer to Mr. and Mrs. Sydney Webb's History of the Licensing Law from 1700 to
1830, they will find repeated instances where
hotels were closed and shut down, simply
by a vote of the parish. As far back as 1801
houses were frequently closed beoause there
were too many for the reasonable accommodation of the parish. Even in 1786, on account of the poor rates having risen from 28.
to ~s. in the £1 since two ale-houses were
opened, ale houses were snppreised. Local
option is not a thing of modern invention.
Mr. l.;V ATT.-The two ale-houses increased
the poor rates.
Mr. ANSTEY.-It was the factory system,
more than the ale-houses, that. increased the
poor rates at th8 time.
Mr. S WINBURNE.-There was no re~1.1
breakdown of this system till Balfour's Act
of 1904, as far as England was concerned, when
Balfour put millic!)Ils of money into the pockets
of the British publicans with~llt any return.
Mr .. MAcKINNoN.-He made a mistake.
Mr. S WINBURNE.-I think honorable
members recognise full well that local option
is not a new ialea. Lotat option is a vel'Y
old principle, and loca.l option without compensation is very widespread. even at the
present time, in its incidence.
Honorable
members know full well that they have it
in New Zealand, in New South Wales, and
in South Australia, and in Canada they have
it as a Federal Act.
They have local
option without compensation in the United
Siates over 30,000,000 people.
Mr. WATT.-There is no parallel.
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Mr. SWINBURNE.-I think there is
pretty muoh the same parallel in the cases I
am giving as in the wholesale number of
illustrations that have been given in t~is
House to prove that we ought to pay compen~ation.
I could not see any paraHel betwe~n the state of affairs in Victoria and the
cases given, and I suppose honorable members who are opposed to me can :3ee no
analogy in my casetS. Local option has been a
grea.t snccess, and what is called the ~tate
option or the StMe veto, as described by the
honorable memberJor AI bert Park. bas failed
on many occasions. All the literature I
have read on the subject points to that. I do
not admit, with the honorable member for
Ovens. that this Bill is based on two false
assumptions-first, that we are a drunken
people; and second, that legislation cannot
euretbedrinking abuse. We are simply seeking to further regulate the liquor traffic, and ~o
establish more and more the bold democratIC
idea. of gi ving every locality the option of
judging for itself on the question. rrhis Bill
endeavours to establish the most vital principle of transferring the power of reduci.ng
licences from a Court to the people-to
transfer the power of reducing licences from
what I sa.y is an irresponsible body to the
most responsible body of all.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-That principle is adopted now.
Mr. S WIN BURNE.-For reducing licence8~.

Mr. J. V'\"". BILLSON (Filzro.lJ).-Yes.
Mr. SWINBURNE. - But not without
compensation. My remal'ks are in connexion
with local OptiOll without compensation. I
quite admit that the position may he difficult
for some members to really appreciate, and I
admit that plenty of publicans and investors
have put their money into the hotel business
on a fair expectation, and they expect to get
a fair return for their investment. I am not
one to be afraid to face any position in COllnexion with this matter. What I do wish
honorable members to appreciate is this.
The remarks that have been made about
widows and children are very much wide of
the mark. We ar'J not dealing with many
widows and children in this matter. 'Ve are
dealing with wealthy corporations and some
of the wealthiest people in the State. In
Victoria the struggling pUBlican, as some
people have described him, is a rather rare
person. It is a delusion-Mr. BnoMLltY.-Like the poor farmer.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I should think about
90 to 95 per cent. of the public-houses are

Bill.

IZS5

owned by very well-to-do people Ot' by companies.
Mr. MURRA Y.-Have not the hotels in the
State produced, a few widows and orphans,
too? We do not !"lear of that.
Mr. SWINBGRNE.- They have, to a
great extent. I wish to point out that there
are many instances where the payment of compensation has beeu refused. When Hunday
elosin~, for instance, was introduced in Scotland, Ireland, and Wales, and wilen a. large
proportion of the profi ts of t he houses there
were taken away, was any compensation
asked fod It WtlS. Was allY (Jompensation
paid 1 No.
Mr. WATT.-There is no parallel.
Mr. S WINBURN E.-There is a very big
ona.
Mr. PnRND KRGAsT.-Are you going to support the Bill 1
Mr. SW"INBUHNE.-I am.
Mr. PRENDI<:RGAS1'. -And you are in favour
of no compensatif>n 1
Mr. SWINBURNE. - I said I am in
favour of rea.sonable oompttlsation. I admit
that this measure is a compromise. Honor~
able members know we have had to compromise in many thingR, no.t only on this question but on others .. and I think the
leader of the Opposition has had to com·
promise sometimes, even with his own pa.rty.
There are a few things I would like to ask
honorable members. Was there a.ny hOllorable member in this House who rose in
his place when we passed. the Bill to provide for early closing last. session to suggest
that we should pay compensation to the
widows and orphaus. who are so much spoken
about now, for practically taking away tbeir
living?
Mr. \VAT r. - There is no parallel.
Mr. S'VINBURNE.-~o, it never is a.
parallel.
Mr. GR;'Y.-I was very much against that
Bill.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I believe the honorable member for St. Kilda was the only
honora.ble member who opposed that .Bili.
Honorable members will remember that when
that measure was going through, the
honorable memoer for St. Kilda pointed out
thn,t a number of poor women. or poor meo,
were depending for their livelihood on the
takings in their businesses between SlX
o'clock at night and hm o'elocle We wiped'
out tho~e people in that Act, and there was
not a member on the Opposition side of the
House or on this (the Ministerial) side of the
House, except the honorable roem ber for St.
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Kild!\, who rose in his place and opposed the
measure.
Sir ALI<:XANDER PEACOCK.-Is it trlle that
Y(lnr Government are going to retrace their
steps OIl that measure as they did 011
separate -representation?
Mr. GRAY (to Mr. Swinburne).-I had lhe
same opinion as the honorable member for
~t. Killia.
Mr. SWINBURNE. -This House also
pll~sed u. Bill affecting the Chinese last
session.
:Mr. PRENDERUAST. - A very far-fetched
simile.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Tbey a.re all very
ftl.r-fetched similes. That Hill against the
Chinese went through UlHl.llimonsly, and it
provided that no Chinese should be admitted
to a certain trade unless he was working at
that trade at the time the meaSllre was
passed.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACoCK.-Hear, hear.
"'- e were recognising existing rights.
Mr. SWINBUH.NE.-We did not recog'uise the existing rights of a British·born
sllbject, who should have the same rights as
the honora.ble member to do what he liked.
Sir ALIUANDER PEACOCK.-\tVhat are you
paid £ 1 ,00:) a yet'llt· for but for the preparation of the Bills? It is a very mixed-up thing
to out it on the House.
Mr. S\VINBURNE.-Directly we mfJve
in this matter--Mr. ANSTEl. - Will yon explain, MI'.
Speaker, where the opposition is comin~
from?
Several HONORABLE l\IEMBERs.-Chair!
chair!
Mr. SWINBUR~E.-I fully expected to
excite the House.
Mr. BAITJI~s.-lIa\'e you excited it ~
Mr. ANSTEY.-I rise to a point of order.
'rhe opposition is coming from the supporters
of the Government. The Labour Party i!
following t.he Minister.
Mr. ~WINBUHNE. - Directly th~ Goyernment brings dowll a Dill to interfere with
the liquor trade, and even gives a limit of
thirteen years-thirteen years' notice instead
of compensation-there is a very strong voice
raised all over the House, or frou1 many
honorable member~, and especially from the
liq uor trade. I wan t to know can any honorable member lugue that it is not within the
fair right of this Honse to pass a Bill nnd
say that all licences not required forpnblio
convenience should be withdrawn, because
they have ceased to be a public cOilTenience.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-We will give
you the opportunity in Committee.
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Mr. S\tVINB URNE.-There are many
other ways consistent with the Bill by which
we could depreciate and so wipe ou~ the
liqnor monopoly. Using the argnments of
some honorable members themselves, I eallnot understand how they can ad voca.te compensation. As olle honorable member said,
we might really introduce the English law of
long ago by which we could give what might
be termed free-trade ill liquor. We could
break down the monopoly and destroy the
monopoly value of every public-house in the
State by allowing every shop in the country
to sell drink as used to be done in England.
Mr. MURHAY.- vVould the hotelkeepers
claim compensation then?
Mr. SvVINBURNE.-No. In fact, the
licensed victuallers themselves have told me
that they could not legitimately object to
that, a.nd if it were for the public convenience
and Parliament thought fit to do so, the
whole of the public-houses could be closed at
six o'clock the same as the butchers and the
bakers. To do that would be to depreciate
the income of those in the trade by 30
per cent. straight away. If any compensation were asked for then it would simply be
laughed at. The Chief Secretary tells me
flJ.rther that when a man dies his licence may
go to his executors for a certain time, uut
the Court has absolute power not to accept
any nominee whom the executor may propose.
I suppose it usually does; uut there is lIO
appeal against the Court if it refuses to accept
it, and the house CRn be closed in that way.
Mr. vV AT'l'.-Has it ever refused 1
Mr. SWINBUHNE.-It has the power.
It is quite legitimate for this House to retrace its steps in this matter. It is qnite
le~itimate for this HOllse to wipe out the
word " entitled" in the phrase" entitled to a
renewal of the licence."
Sir ALI~XANDER P,,:AcocK.-Without ever
having put the matter before the country?
Will the Minister say it has ever been before
the country?
Mr. S-WINBUHNE.-I am quite willing to
go to the country upon it.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-SO are other
people.
Mr. S \VLNBUR~E.-That is no difficulty in my mind.
Mr. ANSTEY.-vVas the word "entitled"
put in on the authority of the country?
~fr. SWINBURNE.-I do not think it
was. Did this House pass the Bill withdrawing separate representation on the
autbority of the country?
HONORABLE :\fEMBERs.--Yes.
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Sir ALEXANDRR PEACOCK.-You are making
as big a blunder over this as you did over
th~t.

Mr. SWI~BURNE.-I was ioing to point
out myself that such an import.ant point as
separate representation was before the
country neither when it was passed nor when
it was withdrawn.
HONOR.ABLE MEMBERS.-Yes.
Mr. SvVINBURNE.-It was not ill the
policy of the Government at the time, auyhow.
Sir ALRXANDER PEACOCK.-It 1\'as in the
policy of other parties; but this proposal has
never been in the policy of any party.
Mr. WATT.-Does not the Minister know
that the word "entitled" has e.xis'ed in our
law since 1864~
Mr. MACKEY.-·Since 1885.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-It has been in the
Act since 1864, but not in the same way.
Mr. ANSTEY. -This is a three· cornered
deba.te.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-The honorable member for Brunswick always brings into the debate a Ii vely sense of humour. What I Wl:I.ut to
la.y down is that it is quite legitimate, from
the arguments which have already been
brought forward by members advocating compensation, for Parliament so to destroy the monopoly value-by retracing its steps in many
ways so far as the regulations are concerned,
by enforcing the Sunday-trading provisions
properly, by saying we will have no barmaids,
by olo'3ing the public houses at six o'clock on
Saturdays, the same as in Canada, by
giving extra facilities to clubs, by raising the
licence-fees as high as we like-as to knock
out the value for which some honorable members are fighting, in such a way that it would
not be ,\,orth anyt hing.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK. - And that
would be Ulore effeeti ve than your proposa.ls.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-What I wish to
point out is that the honorable roem bers who
have been advocating compensation have
never advocated altering the regulations in
that way.
Sir ALRXANDER PEAcocK---Oh ! Yes they
did.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I never heard them
in this House.
Mr. TOGTCHER.-Be fair. What did the
honoraole member for Ovens say? Did he
Bot want a fair-rent Court, a monopoly tax,
and increased licence-fees ~
Mr. S WTNBURNE.-I take up the
position, and I take it up fearlessly the. same
as other honorable members argue from their
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own side, that there is no Act of Parliament
that ha~ yet been passed which cannot be
altered by tha.t Parliament's successors, and
not only as a power but as a duty I say this
House should alter the present Act and retrace the steps of its predecessors, but it
should give a fair and reasonable notice of its
intention to do so.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Perhaps you will introduce that sentiment into the ImproTed
Small Holdings Bill in order to get land.
Mr. SWINBURNE-Very well. I can.not understand the attitude of some men in
connexion with par~llel cases. The honorable member for Bendigo West referred last
night to the question of the alteration of the
Tariff. Of course hQnorable members will
say the cases are not parallel, bnt I know
very well that when I la.nded here twenty
years ago I was connected with a company
that spent £150,000 in this State on the
strengt h of a protecti v.e Ta.riff. We were protected by 50 per cent. We thought proteotion was the established policy of the country.
I was an unfortunate innocent immigrant at
, that time and did not know how Tariffs could
"be altered. 'We spent £150,000 on the
strength of that Tariff, and within six years
the article with which we were competing
was free, and the depreciation upon our investment was enormous.
Mr. TouTcHER.-You had a time limit or
six years.
Mr. SWIN.BURNE.-We got no time
limit at all. We got scarcely an hour's notice.
The thing was done in the same way as has
happened recently, when Sir William Lyne
dated his Bill from the time the proposals
were tabled.
Mr. WARDE.-There was no Act of Parliament guaranteein~ compensation when the
Tariff was altered.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-We had the .Tariff
The Act
in operation w hen we started.
with which we are dealing is as easy of alteration as the Tariff which has already been
alluded to.
Sir ALEXANDRR PEAcocK.-As the late
Mr. Gillies said-" That is too thin."
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-We will reduce his
eighteen years' purchase in the Gas Com. pany down to one, and see how he likes it.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I am quite willin",
that the honorable member should give
notice to the Gas Company that he is going
to determine their monopoly value. The
honorable member can do that quite well.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You have had ~ lovely
monopoly value of 58. per thousand for a
long time.
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Mr. SWINBURNE-The honorable member feels his position in having to uphold
vested interests in this matter so acutely that
he is trying to divert me from my subject.
Mr. W ATT.-He should support you as a
brother confiscator.
Mr.' S'VINBURNE.-V'l e find that during
the last twenty years there have been ~17
houses closed, and the value that has been
paid has been £212,000, or practically £ I ,000
per house. Several propositions have been
made by which cumpensation should be projected, so to speak, into eternity, by some
fund which would be created. Do honora.ble
mem bers really realize what they have to
tackle? There are supposed to be 3,473
houses left. If we pay £1,000 per house
it ma.kes nearly £3,500,000.
Mr. W.A.'l''1'.-There is. no £1,00) per
house.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I would remind
honorable members that the smallest houses
in the places where local option has been
given effect to are the ones that have been
clotSed, and we have the biggest houses to
tackle yet. If compensation is to be paid
such as has been paid in the past, we shall
ha ve to face cases of compensation amounting probably to £50,000, or even £100,000.
Mt·. PRJl:NDERGAST.-Do you think you are
going to close all the public-houses in Victoria ?
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I do not think so.
I am going to be no party whatever to any
proposition beyond the ten years'limit so far
as compensation is concerned. The liquor
trade can take care of itself.
Mr. GRAHA1\L-h has done so up to the
present.
MI'. SWINBURNE.-It has, very well. I
Rhould like to let honorable members know
how this has been done in other places. The
llame of the Right Honorable .Toseph
Chamberlain has been mentioned to-night.
As I have already remarked, it would be a
stra.nge thing if this House could not find
some way out of the difficulty in which it
&eems placed without giving what I feel tQ
be compensation in perpetuity. I feel that
it is wrong. I feel that the proposals which
ha.ve been made to the House, such as the
issue of Treasury bonds, raising loans, defen'ed payments, application of municipal
subsidy, and such like, cannot fairly bc considered oy the House, and as far as I am
concerned I can be no party to them. I was
about to remark that in Birmingham, fouror
five years ago, M. system was in vogue which
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plainly showed that the liquor trade
could tackle this most important subject in
its own way with its own funds if it thought
fit to do so. The extraot which I was
about to q note is from a work entitled
.AlcollOl : Its Place and Power ;n Leg'tSlrrlion, by Hobinson Souttar, M.A., D.C.L. 1t
statesThe city of Birmingham has given an excellent.
object lesson, showing how the trade can compensate the trade without interference. In thllt city
it was I'l.llowed both by the magistra.tes and the
owners of public house property, that the number
of licenses was excessive. The owners accordingly
formed themselves into I'l. limited company for the
special purpose of facilitating surrp.nder and
adjusting compensa.tion. The mode of procedure
adopte~l by the owners was as follows :An area. having been selected for treatment, all
the licensed houses in the area were valued by a.
committee of the owners. or by a valuer a.ppointed
by them. It was then determined by a.joint committee of owners and magistrates which of the
licences should be allowed to lap~e, and the owners
of these houses were paid the value I'l.S previously
fixed. Upon the principle that the trade done by
the remaining houses was increased and their capital value appreciated by the closing of some of
their number, two-thirds of the value of the closed
houses was assessed upon the owners of the houses
in the district. The remaining third, representing
la.psed trade, was spread over the public-house
owners throughout the city. Thus the ma.tter was.
dealt with and a substantia.l number of licences a.llowed to lapse, every arra.lIgement for compensa.tion being made by the own ... rs themselves to thek
mutual satisfaction, and without interference.

Now, sir, I take the stand, as I said ~efQre,.
that after the ten years, or, practically
thirteen years' limit-after the expiration
of thirteen years the Govel'l1ment could
not take any hand in the prOVISIOn or
earetaking of the funds for compensation, but the trade can easily, and has the
ability to do so if it thinks fit. I am quite·
willing to support ever. legislation by which
owners can get the power amongst themselves
to do this, but as far as the Government is COllcerned, I take a very strong objection indeed.
There are other ways of the trade looking after
its own interests, and providing for the
matter. There is the method of insurance.
We find that in Englalld there is an enOl'mOll~
corporation called the Licences Insurance
Corporation and Guarantee FllndLi~nited, and
that that great corporation has no less than
£60,000,000 of insurance on its books. Its
insurances vary from about 28. 6d. up to
lOs., and ill some cases higher, according to
the probability of the honse being closed.
And depend upon it, the trade is a very
much better inspector of itself and a.
better judge of the merits of a public-house
than any arbitrator the Government can appoint. l\Ir. C. P. Sanger, M.A., in l'nt
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Plac~ of Compensation in TemperC1Jnce Reform Sa.Y8-

The 80ctual r80tes of insor8once, for brewers insuring
8011 their licences, ch80rged by the Licences Insura.nce
Corpor8otion and Guarantee Fund Limited, are as
follows :Insurable Value of Each

Licence.

For Each
£100.

£5,000 a.r.td upwards
£2,500
"
£1,OUO
"
Under £1,000 ...

2•. 6d.
3a.
:~s. 6d.
48.

It goes on to sayThese r&tes ..re subject to increase in districts

where the a.uthorities are exceptionally exacting,

or upon houses in low neighbourhoods and difficult
to ma.na.ge. The rates for eingle houses avel'&;I;e
6s. per cent.

Therefore, we say that the tl'ade can ea.sily
m&URge this most difficult business in a. way
which can be perfectly sa.tiefactorY to 'he
trade itself, if we only allow the trade, or
rather compel the trade to do it, instead of
spoon-feeding and nursing it from Govern.
ment funds.
Mr. W ....TT.-The trade is wealthier in
Engla.nd.
Ml·. SWINBURNE.-But the same t.hing
ow apply here. If tbis Hou8e can determine
that it is right and just, a$ I think it is, to
fix a. time limit when tbe State sh&ll reSl.lme
tae powers wd rights which it has giv~
away, then it is perfectly open to too tmde
to make what arrang~mellts it mny think it
to adopt afterwa.rds. _
Sir AI.BXANDBR P~ACOCL-Then you admit the State h8£ given a right?
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I -have always said
so. I would not give the teo, or practioa.lly
thirteen years' limit, if I did not think sa.. I
admit that there is a feeling that we have
given a right, but I say most strongly-in.
'deed, in the most strenUOllS way I am capable
of-tha~ this House has never given a right
which it cannot by some time-limit resume.
Sir ALRxANDlm PEACOCK.- Would you
apply the same principle in other directions?
It would be rather dangerous.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I am always able to
take ca.re of myself. We a.ll know that, the
system of compensation, VI' hich has been held
in the past, has been about the .In:0st. wast.eful-I was going to Ray the most Imqmtousthat has ever been s-dopted.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOOK. - We all agree
with you therQ.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-And the thing must,
as it were, be left in the hands of the
trade, because there is no one who can
manage it like the trade.
The Government can never manag0 it in the same way.
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When the honorable membet' for Ovens was
speakiug be referred to what I consider a.
most important and very radical idea in
connexion with this question, and; to use his
own words. and I believe in them, he
said-"The' monopoly value of the tt'ade
and the monopoly vlLl ue of everything In usi
in time come to the Crown." 'rhereforeJ it;
ii sirnply a. question for the Honse to fix thetime when the monopoly value shall come to
the Crown.
There have been cQncessions
made in Australia tha; have heen subject to
a time limit, and why a time limit was not
put in the original Act I do not know. I
am a director of a compa.ny which has spent
£200,000 on a twenty-eight years' con.cession. I allude to the Broken Hill Wa.ter
Supply.
W~ have built reservoirs, laid a-ll
the maius, and put up enormous pumpillg
machinery, and at the end of th,e twentyeight years it all goes back to the
C110wn.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fit$1·0'!/}.-- WheJl do
you proceed to gather in the sb.ekels ?
Mr, SWINBURNE.-I wish to point out
tha.t there a.re enormous profits in the liq-\lQJ.'
trade-inorDlOlls profits which must be resumed. These profits are -bound to increaae,
for as population increases more drink will
be consumed. J am no believer in what
some honorable members have tried to ~e
the public iu.fer, namely, that this Bill aiws
at prohibitioJt. Jt does not. I do not believe in prohibition, and no one has .d,vo-cated ~t. 'Vhat the Bill a.iw.s at is that the
citizeus shall have tbe right to say that 1)0
licellce shall exist.
Sir ALEXANDER PEAOOCK.- Will you explain the diff.erence ~
Mr. S W INBURNE.-In New Zealand no
liCel'lCe means that t here shall be no publichouse: but you can keep as much liquor as
you like in your private house. There is a
very great difference between prohibition ~nd
no licence. There is a monopoly iu the
liq llor traffic which even the leader of the
Opposition must see should be resumed in.
time. 'Ve arQ going to have more taxatio~
in the future. We need not think that
we are going; to get off wit.h the taxation we
have now. The taxation will increa.se, allct,
depend upon it, the public will require the
HOllse to look to other sources tht\n the private pur!e. 'I'~ey will require the House to
resume monopoly values. Honorable members know that in the last Bill passed
in England-the 1904 Bill--a rilost important cla,use was introduced dealing with
new licences. In connexiOll with all Hew
licences issued the licence-fee is to be fixed
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The clause is

Such conditions shall in any ('ase be attaehed as
ha.ving regard to proptlr provision for suitable
premises &nd good mana.gement the justices think
best ad&pted for securing to the public any
monopoly value which is represented by the difference between the value which the premises will
bear in the opinion of the justices when licensed
ann the value of the same premises if Hot licensed;
provided tha.t in estimating the value a.s licensed
premises of hotels, or other premises where the
profits are not wholly derived from the sale of
intoxicating liquor, no increased va.lue arising from
profits not so derived sha.ll be taken into consideration.

That is the present law in England with
regard to new licences, and it is an excellent
provision. I have heard no suggestion from
the House that we should adopt even a
principle of that kind. Undoubtedly, however, at the end of the term during which
compensation is to be paid a system of that
kind could be introduced. Further, I have
heard no suggestion from the House that
there should be some provision made by which
further incremellts in licences should not be
allowed to take place. That would be a fair
proposal even from those who ad vocate compensation.
Mr. PUENI>ERGAsT.-Propose it, and it will
be Bupported.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-The honorable member has not even suggested that. I am
putting thoughts into the honorable member's mind.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK. - You are
asking us to break our public pledges on the
Bill.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-If the honorable
member has made a pledge which is not in
consonance with the Bill, then he should not
snpport the Bill.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-I am not going
to. We want to try to get a workable Bill
in Committee, but your statements will not
help us.
Mr. SWINBUR~E.-I have as much
right as the honorable member to giye the
House my convictions, and I am not to be
deterred by anything he may say.
Mr. WA'l'T.-YOU are limited by Cabinet
obligations, and he is not.
Sir ALItXANDEH PEAcocK.-I am free.
Mr. SWINBURNE. - The honorable
member is free.
Mr. WA'lv!'.-There is a wish expressed in
that.
Mr. SWINBUH.NE.-I do not wish to
take up too mnch time npoI! this ques'ion,
but I cannot understand the attitude of the
eader of the Opposition, especially on this
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most important matter. He supported the
vested interests in the liquor trade right
through up to the hilt in a speech of very
/!reat eloquence last night. He will attack
e.ther vested interests in the most rnthless
and most merciless manner possible.
Mr. PRENDURGAS'l'.-Give us some illustrations in proof of your statement.
Mr. S"VINBUR~E.-He will support the
giving of compensation for the yested interest on an annual licence in perpetuity, but
when it comes to land, which is equally in
perpetuity, he will support a 4d. tax a~ a
State tax, ill addition to the Federal tax,
which is practically equal to the "'hole rent
from the land.
Mr. PUENDy.RGAS"r.- That is not true.
Mr. SWINBURNE. - The honoraLle
member said that in his speech on the Address-in-Reply.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-That is not true, and
no one else said it.
Mr. SWINBUH.NE.--Again we have their
plank of nationalization of the liquor traffic,
and yet he will do not.hing towards arrivillg
at that. He will not move a finger to urge
it on; he will not do anything whatever to
resume the monopoly value. He made the
most inconsistent speech with his platform
that I have ever heard in this House. I am
glad to think that there are honorable members on the Opposition side of the House
"ho will support their own platform, although the leader of the Opposition rUIlS
away from it at the first opportunity.
Mr. PRENDEHGAsT.-He does not do anything of the kind.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-He referred last
night to ollr bay steamers, and said they
were charging exorbitant rates for excursions.
He said that if they would n~t r~duce the
rates the Government should build steamers
to run them off. He would not buy them
out.
Sir ALI~XANDEIt PEACOCK.-You are going
to run grog shops on the Government railways.
Mr. SWINBUB.~E.-rrhat is coming out.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.--Becallse \ve are
going to knock it out.
Mr. S"VINBURNE.-The Premier has
agreed to put it out; it was put in only to get
the sense of the House.
Sir ALEXANDER PJ<:ACOCK.- You are giving
away the show beautifully.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-The Premier stated
that in his opening speech, and I am only
repeating it. He said he was not partioularabout it.
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Mr. BBNT.-He said he would not cry over
it.
Mr. SWINBUH..~E.-I appeal to the
House to consider this question ou its whole
merits. I recognise that there are differences
of opinion, and I recognise that the Bill can
be improved b'y discussion. I wish the
Honse to consider that we desire to gi ve the
people who
created these
monopolies
without auy consideration the power to
take them away nnder the sa.me conditions.
'rhe people can judge for themsehles, and if the people in any locality
say they do not wish to take aW~ty a licence
without compensation, they can pay compensation; but let them be tbeir own judges as
to whether these public-houses are a puhlic
convenience, or whether they are not. The
honorable member for Allandale twitted me
just now rm the Government policy of introducing an amending measure in reference to
the closing of shops to extend· the time to
eight o'clock. I approve of that as a matter
of public convenience. The whole thing
rests on the question whether it is a public
convenience or not.
] f we do not
trnst the people in the way we have indioated in the Licensing Bill it seems to me
a gross absnrdity. J t is, in fact, showing the
greatest distrust of the people. I feel that
it is the only way of tackling the snbject.
The liquor people in their circulars, of which
I have received two or three, have actually
demanded Sunday trading. Are they offering anything for the privilege 1 No. They
ask for it, but offer no consideration in return.
Mr. BEARD.-If ever they get it they will
want you to buy it back.
Mr. S\VINBURNE.-I have stated the
case as far as I am able to do at preseut, but
when the Dill gets into CGmmittee I may
have somethiog further to say. I regret if
J have said anything that would hurt the
feelings of anyone. I hope I have not.
Severa.! HONORABJJE MEMBERS. - Hear,
hear.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Although we feel
that this Bill is one that raises a good deal
of storm and tempest, I sincerely truet it will
receive very ~reat consideration: and fair
treatment a.t the hands of honorable memo
bers.
Mr. PRBNDERGAsT.-Another such supporter and the Bill is doomed.
Mr. WARDK-J do not intend to take up
the time of the House very long Gver this
matter, but during the debate we have had
some very interesting information given to
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us with regard to the operation of temperance reform and temperance legislation ill
various parts of the world. In many instances iu which quotations were given, they
were used, I think, for 1he purpose of leading
up to an illnstration of the amonnt of benefit
that was to be gained principally by doing
away with private profit in conuexion with
the liquor traffic. 'rhe leader of the Op·
position has dealt very largely with that
phase of the question from the point
of view of the nationalization of this
particular traffic. The honorable mem bel'
for Al!.iert Park, in his speech to-night,
gave quotations from Mr. Gladstone,
Mr. ,T oseph Chamberlain, and other wetIknow men whose opinions must have some
effect upon the thoughts of members in this
House. It is impossible for us, in a com,·
munity like this, and particularly those of us
who are a great deal younger and more inexperienced than those writers whose words
have been quoted to· night, to fail to be
guided to some extent at all events in considering this question by the riper and more
brilliant experience of statesmen who have
won their positions in the great Mother-land.
Now, I believe, with the leader of the Opposition, that the very best thing that can
happen in the interests of the public, in the
interests of sobriety, aud in the interests of
the propagation of the total abstinence policy,.
is undoubtedly the taking over of the· whole
of the drink traffic and its administration by
a Depar~ment of the State. But while I be-·
lieve that would be the best that could happen for the welfare of the people of this State,
irrespective of tl~e profits that might, be
used for public ad vantage 01· tnnnicipl:\,1 ad •.
vantage in many directions, I feel that we
have not yet reached that stagi when it is
likely to become a practical issue in connexion
with this particular Licensing Bill. Therefore,
whatever opinions one may hold with regard to the future conduct of this (Yreat
industry, there is not the least doubt that,
whether it is owned by private enterprise or
whether it is owned by the State in the
interests of the people, there mllst be laws
regulating that industry. Consequently, in
the main, the question that we are asked to
decide in connexion with this Bill, ·.vould Rtill
be a question for our consideration if the
State itself was in the possesion of the'liquor
trade. I was rather disappointed to heal' the
Minister of W~ ater Supply say that there
were evidences in this House of the iufiuellce
of the liquor trade in connexion with this.
particular Bill. I believe there are not more
than one or two men, at the outside, ill this
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House who have any beneficial interest
whatever ill the operation of this great
industry, and, therefore, I think the aSSUll}ption that, because men differ on an important
principle in cOllnexion 'with this Bill, influences must therefore have been at work to
cause them to hold their particular
opinions, is quite without justification. I
think it is a most unfair inference.
It might be said with equal truth that influences had been at work in connexion with
this matter from other sections of the Qommanity. If those influences are for good,
surely no one can find fault with any persoll
for askmg the assistance or the co-operation
of his fellow men in carrying out those
things which he feels are for the advancement of the community in general. Consequently, I approach the measure as one ,,,ho
i. IlOt tied to total abstinence societ.ies, and
bas no interests and 110 connexion with the
other section who are personally interested
in the trade_ I take the view that neither
the fanatical section of total a.bstainers, nor the
financially interested pa.rtisans of the liquor
tra.ffi.c, are strong enough in this community
to force an inj ustice on any sectiej)ll of Qur
people. I believe that if the total abstainers
are to SeCl.lfe beneficial amendments in
this Bill, they will have to win the
sup-port not onl'y of total a.bstainers themselves, but of the large body of temperance pnblic opinion which is ready to
assist ill dealing with the injurious
operations of the liquor trade, and in placing
th~ trade on It better basis than tha.t whioh
it oocupies at the present time. But I hold
that if any attempt is made to obtain that
object by riding rough-shod over any of the
rights or interests of the people, it will
immediately cause a revulsion of feeling on
the part of those who are prepared to assist
the temperance people to a very great extent
in the direction in which they desire to go.
I, for one) welcome very much many of the
changes in the licensing law that are foreshadowed in this Bill. In connexion with.
the legislation affecting clubs, I am prepared
to assist. the Government ill all the clauses
that deal with that particular aspect of the
question. The amendments that I consider
neeessi\.ry in connexion with the matter are
not of a vital characler. In the first place
I consider that, in some instfl.nces, the fees are
possibly too high. J n the se~o~ld place I
consider that the clause provldlag that a
comparatively large amount mllS_ be paid in
advance by small working men's dubs will
not operate fairly; but where a club is
licensed for the bale of drink, whether it is
Mr. lYarde.
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a small or large club, then I am entirely with
those who say that it should pay the licencefees that are proposed, and be subjecl to the
same provision!:! as the p'u bUc-houses, which
have to p&.ya licence-fee, and are open to inspection at any time. To my mind, that is a
most reasonable position to take up. 1f the
police have an idea that illicit trading is going
on after the hours allowed by law, what right
bas any persoll representing themselves as a
elub to break the law with impunity? Is it
not right that an officer of the Jaw should be
able to find hi!:! way into u. club as well as into
a. public-house w hen all effol't is being made
to defeat the intentions of an Act of Parliament 1 From that point of view there may
be some discussion in the House with regard
to the operation of these provisions, so far as
residential clubs are cOllcerned. Some modification of the Bill may be necessary, with
regard to those pa.rticular club~, but so
far as the main principles affecting the
regulations for the control of clubs are concerned, I think they will meet with but very
little opposition. Persona.lly, I wonld go to
the extent of allowing the people thtlllselves to decide by local optiol,l whether
a.ny club licences ~re to be issued or not,
just as in the case of licences for other places
-whire drinks are dispensed. I know that in
some of the clubs that I have visited in the
~ity, drink can be obtained a.t all h9urs. I
havi been there in the early hours of ~e
morning. Drink is 1001d there, and I suppo~e
that, under the present law, those who Gond\\.Ct th()se places are perfeetly within their
rights in selling the liquor; but to me it appeared a perfectly illogical sit.uati9l1 that,
while the public-house at the corner was
closed down, the people who w~re running
these clubs-some of them, no doubt, of a
proprietary character-were allowed to carry
om the business at any time I)f the day or
night. I think that right-minded men must
come to the conclusion that the Government
have acted wisely in deciding that for the
future these clubs shall be placed under the
same set of Jaws, and be made subject to the
same administration and supervision, as those
places which are carrying on the drink traffic
'rurning to another
in the ordinary way.
point, I am very pleased indeed to see that in
this measure the Government have made
provision for the sanitary illspectioD of the
public.houses in the d.ifferent licensing districts. I think that most persous who have
been in those places ha~e net iced
thli-t. notwithstanding the fact
that,
under the present licensing law, we
haTe licensing inspectors who, in addition

LiMnsing

[30 AUGUST, 1906.]

to their aa.l9.ries, receive 8. bonus of something
like £'00 per !:l.UnUOl to look after the welfare
of these houses, theconditioll of some of
those places is far from satisfactory. .The
inl&pectore, in their visitation's. are suppooed
. to 8ee that all the requirements of the la.w
are observed with regard to public conveniences, and with regard to the accommodation
th9.t is provided in each hotel. They are alw
required to see that the outside accommodation, the sanita.ry appliances, a.nd everything
else are ill a perfectly usefnl and good eonJition. Now, my experience h~1.8 been that
numbers of these places are a disgr~.ce to lI.
respectable body of citizens, and a menace to
the health and welfare of the people who are
compelled at times to visit them. I think
that if the requirements of the law in that
direction &re put into force, it will be the
means of very greatly improving that particular portion of our administration. The
Minist.er of
ater Supply, in hig speech,
seemed to imply that there was a section of
honorable meal bers who are opposin{i the
looal option It\w. Now, I think that from
the viry inception of local option until to-day
tbere h8.S been a very streng volume of
publio opinion behind the enforcement of
tba.t partionlar part of our licensing law.
In fact, I agree with the Minillter that
the man who believe. in democratio rule
oa.nnot get awa.y from the fact tha.t
the people have a right to decide under
what oonditiolli they ihall live, and I ha.ve
not heard one hOllorable member in the
whole' of this debate who is opposed to the
principle of local option.
Mr. PRI£NDBRGA8T.-Notwithstanding all
the "spread-eagleisU1" that we have been
treated to.
.
Mr. WARDE. - I remember that, many
years ago. when Mr. ,James Munro ha.d been
defeA.ted, I think, fer Geelong, and was for a
time out of the Legislative Assembly, be became a. caodida.te for the Yarra Province in
the Legislll.ti ve Counoil, against the la.te Dr.
Beaney, and the election was fought on tho
question of looal option with compensation,
01' without oompensation.
As I interjected
when the leader of the Opposition was speak~
iug the other ni~:ht, Mr. James Munro at
that time was in favour of local option wiih·
out compensation.
The other candidate
did not oppose local option, but he
opposed local option without compensation.
1 think we may assume that, as far as repre
sentative public opinion in t.his House today is concerned, there is no opposition
whatever to the principle of local option. As
the honorable gentleman has pointed out,
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the main portion of thii Bill, and the portion· upon which there will be honeBt.
differences of opinion, is the portion to.
regard to compensation. N otwithstauding
the special pleading, if I may so term it, of
the Minister of Water Supply, his arguments
were very weak. But the cases which hetrotted out. and to which I will refet'
presently, are not upon i. parallel at all with
the position as it occurs to-day; a.nd the quotation that the honorable gentlema.n madefrom Sydney Webb is not applicable to the
conditions surrounding this question in Vio~
toria' at present. The honorable member
drew attention, as a justificat.ion for wha.t.
the Government are doing in this p9.rtieula.t'
clause, to what bas been done in New
Zealand, in New South Wales, and in Bomeother places which he mentioned; but, in
trying to draw that parallel, he never
mentioned that, when
bydney Webb
wrote about. the right of the peopleto take over licences by local option,
there wai! no statuto-law in Enghmd guaranteeing a person the possession and renewal
of his licence so long a3 the business was oarried on in accordance with the law. If thebasis of a man'~ arguments is not oorreot
then the whole superstructure must be wrong:
also. In South Austra.lia, New South Wa.le~,
and New Zealand, local option was made complete and operative a.t once, becamse there was.
no need fer them to consider the q llistion of
cOlt1pensatioll. 'It had never been part of thest!.tute·law of the oountry, and no one had
invested money in the busines8under an Act.
of Parliament which said that if the peopletook this licence from a man while he was c~n
ducting the business in accordance with thelaw of the oountry, the people would com.
pensate him. That is why I join issue with
the honorable gentleman. Much as I am iIll
favour of alm....ost all the )l>rovisions in this.
Bill, which I have given as much consideration as the honorable gentleman has, or any
other honorable member in 'his House has, I .
have, in view ofthe experience in North "Melbourne, asked myself this question. Through
my industry I may have accumulated a sum
of £2,000 or £3,000, and, as an investmen~.
for that money, may have purchased a.
property, to which a monopoly value
has been foolishly given by the Parlia.
ment, which has a perfect right under'
the Constitution to do foolish things,
as Parliaments have done from time
to time, as we can see in our own case.
We have had an illustration here where, in a
time of panic, separate rtlpresentation was.
passed without the consent of the people of
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this community, and we know that when the
voice of the people was taken, they sent in a
sufficient number of members to wholly reverse that foolish decision. ", e can see such
things as that along the whole line of Parliaments. But I do not kuow of one ca.se where
the people, having by statute-law given certain rights under which investments have been
made, have ever, in British comm'lllities,
taken the right away without compensating
the individuals affected for the loss that has
been bronght upon them for what was regarded
as the public interest and welfare of the community. I want e"ery honorable member to
consider this question. A man has bought a
monopoly right for which he has paid every
penny of its value, no matter what the
original purchaser may have paid, or what
profil, the original purchaser may have
secured out of the mOllopoly. According to
this Bill a local option poll is to be taken,
and the right of that man to continue his business is taken away, and there is to be no
cOlllpensation, with the result that the value
of that place falls from £3,000 to £1,500 or
less at once. If tbat were my position I
lSbonld consider the State had done me out
of that £ 1,500 by an act of inj ustice.
The matter now ullder consideration does not
affect me personally, but I have asked myself
this question. If I believe that to be the case
if I myself were affectccr, have I the right as
a Member of Parlittment to inflict sucb an
injustice upon any otbel' member of the
community? The answer I have given myself is that I have not the right to take from
auy man his property in which he has invested his money, unless I am prepared to compensate him properly for it. I have supported
compulsory resumption of estates a.nd compulsion ill other things, but in no case have
I asked for compulsion to be enforced without compensation where we take from a man
that which is his, but which the community desiretotake awayin the common interest. The
bonorable gentleman went on to compare this
particular compensation and local option
with Tariff administration. He asked the
Heuse if a man went into a business, and a
Tariff was passed protElcting it, and in a few
years the Tariff protection was taken away
and the industry ruined, would theman in that
case be entitled to compensation? I would
answer the honorable gelltleman by saying
that the man took the risk. The cas~s are
not para.llel, because there WillS no statutelaw saying that if the 'rariff was altered the
man would be compensa.ted for the loss he
susta.ined.
Mark the difference between
local option like that provided for in'the Act
Mr. Warde.
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of 1 ~85, and the case of a man going in to an
industry where he was not guaranteed protection or compensation by the statutelaw. of the country.
The honorable
gentleman trotted out
another case
with regard to early closing, and he pointed
out how people had been affected by the
alteration of tbe law in that respect. But I
would point out to the honorable gentleman
that, by alterations in the law in that way,
we have not taken anything away from these
people, because we have placed thli: whole of
these people at scratch, and have said that
they shall all close at a certain hour. III
doing that we have not taken anything from
anybody. We have not said to one mall"We will shut up your business and you
shall not carry it on any longer." If we did
tha.tin the public interest, I say that we should
have to compensa.te the unfortunate man
or woman whose business was being taken
away, recognising all the time that Parliamellt has the right, in tbe public int~rest, to
do what is necessary for the welfare of the
community. But ~ehind such an action as
that, which we will suppose is desired by the
people, we must not do something which will
at the same time be an injustice to the individual. The honorable gentleman also gave
as an instance the proposed legislation with
regard to Chinese. Judging by the honorable
member's remarks, he does not appear to
have been one of those who had any particular interest in the Bill which was before
us last session being brought to fruition. If
I support a Bill I want it to be successfully
adnlinistered, and, therefore, I want such H.
reas(Htable Bill to be passed as will meet with
public approbation, so that it will have the
public sympathy behind it to help it to a successful· application. \tVe never proposed to
take from the Chinese anytbing that they
have. 'Ve never asked for that. W hat we
have asked for, and what· some members of
the Ministry have acknowledged, even the
Premier himself, is not that the Chinese should
be taken out of these industries at once, but
that they should be bonght out, because 800
or 900 white men, with families dependent
upon them, representing 4,000 or 5,000
people, are of more value to our trade and
commerce and the Government of this country than 600 Chinese, who are pigging in the
slums of Little Bourke-street, sending all
they possihly can to China, and consuming
nothing of our productions but the little food
they eat. We never asked that the Chinese
should be taken out of that trade without
compensation, because we recognised that
that would be an act of injustice. If we had
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asked that the Chinese should be taken out
of that trade without compensation, the honorable ~entleman would have heen justified ill
qUQting that case against us.
We never
asked that the Chinese who are following
that occupation should be debarred from
doing so, but when we take away a publican's
licence we debar him from his occupation.
The principle that we ask to be applied in
connexion with the Chinese should be ap·
plied also in connexion with this other
trade.
Tbose are some of the things
which the honorable gentleman wished to
place as parallel with the particular clause
in this Bill which will take from. certain
business people, withollt compensation, the
business they are now following. I leave it
to the judgment of the House to say whether
his quotations frool Sydlley 'iVebb, or his arguments in regard to 100al option in New Sout.h
Wales, ~outh Australia, and New Zealand,
and also his arguments in connexion with
the Factories Act, and the proposed amendment of the Early C10sing' Act, are parallel
cases with !;he one which he tried to bolster up.
At the present moment the "reat difficulty
which the Government are faced with, and
in fact which we are all faced with, is to
make this measure effective as far as its local
option provisions are concerned, because we
know thtl.t ill the past the operation of the
local option 1aw has been checked by the
fact that, notwithstanding that certl\in districts may have declared for a reduction in
the number', of the public-houses, there have
been no mean:') whereby the amount of
money could be obtained in order to meet
the claims for compensation. The result of
that has been that the local option law has
been tf) a large extent a dead letter. At
Nort.h Melbourne something like thirty-seven
public-honses were closed at a cost of about
£5(),000.
1 think the amount 111 the
local option fund to meet those claims
was some £17,000 short of the amount required, and that the balance was eventually
advanced by the Treasury. The Premier,
when introducing this measure, said that if he
had his way ·he could close up 750 publichouses of the worst kind inside of the ten years
provided for in the Bill, and he said he could
do that by increasing the licence·fees, so that
he might get £35,000 per annum additional,
or, in· other words, during the period over
which the Bill is to operate, a sum of
£350,000. The experience at N grth Melbourne, however. ~hows distinctly that the
Premier's idea of closing up 750 houses in
different portions of the State at a cost of
£350,000 -will neyer be realized. Taking the
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average of the cost for closing each house at
North Mp-lbourne at about £1.500, it would appear that, instead of the Premier closing those
750 houses for £350,000, nearer £750,000
would be required for that operation. rrhe
t~sk, therefore, becomes a difficult one.
The
Minister of Water Supply said it would take
about. £3,000,000 to bring about the opera.
tion of this local option if compensation ,vas
a11oweo1, and I believe the honorable gentleman is quite correct.
Mr. ~WINBUHNE.-About £5,000,000.
Mr. WARDE.-I mean that to come down
to 1,400 public-houses it wfluld require fully
£3,000,000 in order to close up the houses
which are over the number allowed by law.
1'hat is a very great difficulty in cOl1nexion
with the administration of local option, and it is
one of the difficulties that I foresee becanse
I am with the Government to the extent
that, while I am not supporting the injustice
of robbing a mall of that which is his property, I wish to make this Bill as effective a~
possible, and I desire that where a vote is
taken tbere shall be no side-tracking' of t.he
main issUf\ but that it. shall hecome u. Ii ve
question ill which the people's will shall
prevaiL
I say we are in duty bound
to find some solution of the problem in
regard to the financial difficulties snrround·
ing it. The honorable memLer for Ovens
made a proposal. His proposal was that
about 3 per cent. shonld be tal{en on the
£4~500,000 odd spent in the purchase
of alcoholic commodities~ and that would
return a revenue of about £135,000 per
annum. As far as I can understand the
honorable member's suggestion, it 'vas
that we should not collect licence-fees
as we are now doing, but that a percentage should be taken 011 the amonnt of
liquor consumed, and that those who were
doing the most business would have to pay
the most money. The principle is correct,
but I want to point ont that a far 1arger
amonnt of money would have to be obtained
than the honorable member provided for.
The honorable member proposed a charge
of 3 per cent. on the quantity of liquor sold
amounting to about £45,000 a year over
the £90,000 now received for licensing fees,
which he did not propose to touch. The
honorable member proposed that that shOl.lld
go to the municipalities a.s at present.
Mr. T01:TCHEH..-I think you are quoting
the wrong honorable member. That sugges~
tion was made by the honorable member for
Morning-ton.
Mr. W AHDE.-I am speaking of the honorable mem her for Ovens, and 1 read his
I
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.speech that way. U ndel' his system he
wished to get £10,000 more per annum than
the Prc!mier proposes to obtain by the i11~rease of the licence-fees.
The Premier proposes, to get an additional £35,000 per annum, and the honorable member for Ovens,
-ou his proposition, provides for obtaining
£45,000 to £50,000 in addition to the
present fees, and he estimates that that
amount will be sufficient to close up the
houses and to pay compensation.
The
idea, of course, is that the public-houses
that were not closed down would ha"e the
trade that was done by the houses that were
~108ed down concentrated in them, and that
where a. man might be using three hogsheads
.a week now when a public-house immediately near him was closed down he would
use four hogshea.ds a week, and another
publican close by might also derive another
bogshead from the closing of the hotel. The
proposal of the honorable memher for Ovens
i8 that the persoll benefiting by the increased
-consumption of liquor' ill his house should
~ontribllte a certain percentage 011
the
.amount he would get in excess of what he
b~d hitherto received.
That is a fair proposal, if it can be worked out. While I
favour compensation, I want, if poosible, that
the man who receives the ad vantage' of the
increased trade should shoulder the wbole of
the burden of closing the other hoteh~. The
men whose hotels are no, closed will be the
principal gainers. I f the community does
gain, a~ I believe it will to some extent, I do
Dot think it will gain to the extent that some
()f lhe friends of thiH proposed legislation
honestly believe it will. I think there are
many wea.k people in the community who,
while they would go a hundred yards to have
a. drillk in a public-house on the spur of the
moment-and having once got a drink, theconatitntions of some people are such that they
will never leave off while they can cu,rry a
drop-would noi go to a public-house if it were
some distance away. I think in the wiping
out of these public-houses there will be a
gain to the community in regard to the particular cases I have mentioned; but I think
they are snch a small percentage of our
larsz:e population that the effect will not be as
great as those who wish it desire. While
there is 119 reason why an effort should not
be made to bring about. these better conditjons-nnd J think it may be admitted at once
that the surroundings of many of these
houses are llot of a character which is of
benefit to the community-I am satisfied that
th3 snm of £35,000 per annnm, which the
Governmcn t propose to provide, will not
M,.. Warde.
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be anything like sufficient to close up 750
public-houses in the time mentioned by the
Premier, let alone closing up the 1,400 houses,
which are over and above what are consiuered
to be the requirements of the people. After
considering this matter I think that it will
be somewhere between £75,000 and £80,000
a year that will be required to work out
the local option scheme successfully. Surely
it is not t()O difficult for the House to give it3
attention to a question of this particular kind
if the results are to Le commensurate with
the efforts of those who are pushing this
matter forward. I think it may be con·
ceded at once that, as far as the total a~sti
nence societies are concerned, they have
nothing to gain individually in the work
they have undertaken.
They, believe
their proposals will, to a large extent,
reconstruct or resurrect the people of this
community. I think they are doomed to a
great deal of disappointment, bmt at the same
time I think their ideal is an honorable onc,
and one in which they should receive all
We are in the
reasonable encouragement.
position that, unless some money can be
found, the local option polls are not likely to
be successful,
I think it will require, in·
stead of the 3 per cent. tax on liquor alone,
which the honorable member for Ovens proposes, a tax of about 2~ per cent. on the
amount of liquor sold, as well as the present
licence-fees of £90,000, in order to close the
hotels.
This bring~ us to the fact that
trade in alcoholic commodities is supposed to
be one of the most profitable businesses the
people of this State have dealt in. I believe
t.hat is correct. I believe some of the
wealthiest men we have bad in Victoria.
made R large proportion of the wealth they
accumulated either out of the brewing or the
wine aod spirit business, and I believe hau
it not been for the unfortunate speculations
in which they embarked in respect to the
purchases of leases and properties at
abnormal prices in the land boom time,
which led thp.ft1 into deficiencies. they would
be in n poaition to-day that a tax of the kind
proposed would not be a very large one to
place OIl them to wnrk out their own salTation. I say that because we have noticed the
marvellous success of the co-operative
brewery that was started a short time ago.
We know that brewery was estalDlished
because the soundest men in the hotel
business were being charged heavy ratef$ for
the goods they bought, and as far as I can
understand it, those heavy rates \fere charged
on account of mismanagement of the
breweries in the years gone by, which
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resulted in a deficiency, and the easie~t
and best. way of wiping out that deti·
cietlcy was for the breweries to charge
their C\lstomers an extra 7s. 6d. a hogs~
head.
Those who were in free houses
beld the key to the position and started a.
co~perative brewery.
They have made
enormOllS pt'ofits ou t of thllt co~opera tive
btewery in the sbort time since it started.
I would see no very great hardship in
putting a tax of 3 per cent. Oll liq UOI',
if necessat'y, for the purpose of paying
compensation to those who will have to
go out of their properties, and unless
something like t ha.t is done, to my
mind, local option will not be a success. I
~onld like to point out to the Ministel' for
V\T ater Supply that under the proposal of the
Government one hotelk~epel' will pay a fee
for ~he compeusation of the per~ong wbo go
out of the trade before him, but; after paying
for ten YOOI'S, if it cOmes to ten yeltrs and one
day, and his hotel is closed, he tiill not
get a penny compensation.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-He has three yeM-ra

longer.
Mr. W ARDE.-It all depends when the
ieneral elections take place.
Mr. ~WJNBtJRNE -UnCler the Bill he cannot
get les8 than three years.
Ml"~ W ARDE.-Even if it is thirteen years
he h.a.e got to p~y com pensation for others ~ot"
ten years, and to compensate himself for the
whole. of his business in three years.
Mi:. SWINBUR:-nJ.-A man bought out in
teU years only gets one-tenth .
.Mr. WARDK-Exactly.
The compen~
sation is on a sliding scale. Take a district
like Collingwood or Flemington, or ttll,. other
licensing district. It is proposed to reduce
the number of hotels or to dechl.re for no
licencfls, as the case may be. As soon ·as it
ie known that there a.re 10, 12, 1-4, or In
families residing in th'e locality, who are
COing to be tnrned out 'Of house and home
without means 'Of subsistence, d'O honorable
members think the vast volume' of moderate
minded men in that particular district,
who bold the balance of poweT, .when
~a.lvanized into action, as they will be
ga.l vanized into action by public meetings,
will vote in favour of. turning out those
families. Do h<Jno'l'able members think that
temperance people or total abstainers will be
able to carry the poll? They would not get
assistance from the drink traffic, and although
they did get it at North Melbourne, gene·
r,l1y speaking, they do not get much
Msietance frGm that p~rty. Nothing will
be done by the extreme section ou either one.
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side. or the other, but by the vote of the
moderate men in between ihe two extreme
sections. All along the line my experience
is that if it is proposed to drive ten familiea
out of their houses without compensation. and;
perhaps, without knowing where to obttlin
the means of subsistence, the moderate
people will vote against the proposal. In
the interests of local option; and in the interests of the successful . working of th&
measure, the Government should see it
they cannot find some scheme by which
local option will be perfectly sucoessful,
so that they will not leave the labour of sympathy at the fiuish to dam back the work
which these people have been doing for yea.rs.
past. There are many mell connected ~'ith
the temperance movement to~day who\ deep
down in their hearts, h-.ve a strong feeling
that this C0tnpensatitm is a right thing, if
the Government so provide the means that
their operations with regard to tes~ing publia
feeling are not to be hampered, not te be'Vetoed, lileoause tbere is no money to mee\
the cost when the local option poll ie carried
oat.
This is a dnty this House owes.
There is no man in this House fighting the
Government upon this particular measure.
The men on this (the Opposition) slde will
vote in all directions, as will the men on the
other side, showing that this is a question be ..
yond party administration .. But is ~t s\lob ..
measure that one or two men stauding up in.
the HOllse, or three or four men in the
Cabinet, 'On a question upon which there is
such a division of pllblic opinion in thia
Chamber, t\ division which will be just as
greatly repeated when the question i.
transferred tfJ the constituencies-for we
have no gnal'autee that we will get
a different set of circnmstances from
a Parliament elected fresh from the peopl~
when the chances are that we will not
-is it such a measure, I say, that tJ.1l'ee or
four men stand ing to their con vict-i.ns should.
defy a majority in. Parliament who are just
as anxious t'O purify the liquor traffic of ita
contaminating influences and surroundings)
just as anxious to rescue the drunkard and
to save the women and children who are the
victims of his disease, as they al'e? If the
Government tise to the resp.nsibilities of
their position, their duty is not to stand up
and say-"1 will ha"e nothing except my own
pa.rticular brand; I am the beaven·s6nt
saviour of :tIl men, and every man who does
llGlt follow in the pa.th where I lead is an
enemy of this movement." It is not so,
1'hel'e are ·nleD upon this (the Oppositiorn)aideof the House as sincere in theil' desire tot-
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the wiping out of this evil as allY lllan ill the
Government. I go further, and say that the
mallY good things ill this Bill should not be
lost because of this Olle difficnlty which has
to be surmounted.
Difficulties, it hal'; been
said, a.re created to be surmounted, and If the
skill and ability of the Government is
snfficient to fina~lce this qnestion we shall
get a Bill which the temperance party will
be proud of, and with which in their
inlllost hearts they will feel satisfied.
The principal thillg is to get efredive local
optioll. 'fhe second is to have the clubs and
grocers' licences under the same control as
the other sections of this traffic; and, lastly,
onc of the most important is to set this Act
in lllotioH, so that the Sunday-trading law,
which has been abused so much in the past,
shall be llOt hypocritically bnt honestly adminiHtered in the interests of the suppression
of ~unday traffic. With the provisions that
are in thil'; Bill, with the right of the police
to enter, with the bar-window clausc, and
.with the stipubtioll that every man on the
premises, unless he can prove to the contrary,
is to be deemed to be there f0r the purpose
of defeating this Act, we have possibilities in
t.his Bill which are well worth trying to
realhw. But if for all election cry, if for other
purposes entirely than the welfare of the
COllllllllllity and the pnrification of the liquor
traffic, ~he GOyernlllent attenlpt to bring
this Bill down, the people of this country
ought not to be unmindful of their actions.
On the other ha.nd, thoy- have a House which is
not a. party House upon this question-a House
honestly and earnestly desirous of improving
the conditions under which we live; a HOllse
which desires to protect the weak man
Rgainst himself, to keep men ont of gaol, if
possible, to save mell from becoming mad and
euding their da.ys in lnnatic asylums; a
HOllse that desires to save W01U~1l and children from the effects of this evil traffic. 'rhe
House has its opportunity. and I trust it will
rise to the occasion, and that this Parliament
may be thanked by the people for having endeavoured to do some good in its brief life.
~1 r. TOUTCHER.-I confess, at the outset, I approach this question with some diffidence, becanse of the yery able and eloquent
speeches that have been delivered ou this
most important subject.
The honorable
member who hasjnst preceded lne has. in an
eloq uellt, forcible, and instructive address,
presented his views in a temperate manner,
and ill a manller which I think meets with
the ~elleral commendation of the House. I
tru~t I shall follow the good example that
has becn set. The dehate all through has
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been characterized by great temperance-if
I may use the word at this juncture-of
statement, and has been conducted without
very great heat, but, without being personal,
I must make an exception. The zeal of the
Minister of 'Water Supply has, I think, somewhat outrun his discretion. I do uot know
whichvoiceto recognise in the Government. attitude. 'fhe Premier, in introducillg this
question, presented it altogether from a nonparty stand-point. He said-" Here is the
Bill; here is the mature thought of the
GoYcl'Ilment." I should like at this stage to
congratulate the (loverument on having the
courage to tackle thi:'i question, a qnestion of
very great delicacy, involved in great intricacies, because it is bound up with vesled
in'jerests, with great :sentiment. with great
feelings of opposition on the one side and 011
the other, ill sllch a way as may place many
honorable members who desire to help their
Government in a false position. It must be
recognised that many of us came into this
House aft,~r having appeared before the
eleGtors, and having given certain pledges 011
certain definite principles. Consequently,:ls
the honorable member for Allandale interjected, we who agreed to local option with
compensation are bound to the principle of
compensation.
The Minister of 'Vater
Supply recognised the trlle position of the
honorable member for Allandale when he
said-" If you have made that pledge to
your people, carry it out." I do llOt desire
to be dictatorial or tc appear to presume to
guide the honorable gentleman in what his
sentiments and his expressions should be, but
J do say that the Minister of Water Supply
owes some consideration to honorable members sitting behind tho Government, who find
themselves in a like position to the honorable
member for Allandale, having given a public
pledge on a great question.
I will deal
with the statements of the Minister before I
come t.o the provisions of the Bill. He said
we were giving h.n undue weight to compensation. The- hOllorable member for Flemington has answered a good mallY arguments
ad vanced by him, but the fact nevp.rtheless
remains that the State of New South \\' ales,
which he quoted. the State of South Australia, and the colony of New Zealand, are
not on parallel lines at all.
There is no tf Ik
about compellsation in allY of those States.
Right through our Act of 1885 mns the letter
as well as the spirit of the law in regard to
compensation, anrl the honorable gentleman
himself states that law and usage [tJld traditiolJ and custom established it and made it
law.
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Mr. SWINBORNE.-That is why we have to those people, money has been invested by
given the time limit.
shareholders, many widows and children
Mr. TOUTCHEH..-If we are going to perhaps Gl.re dependent upon it, and no honora.pply that principle to legislation in this able member has said, in advocating the
country, there is no security or stability of rights of the people of this country, that the
society. I wonder how Ollr creditorI') abroad right conferred in that instance should be
are going to look at anything of a taken away from the company until it
OOllfiSCl\tory character.
We have not matures. If it is taken away those people
only
creditors
in
this
State, wbo should be compensated.
perhaps will place the proper value on
Mr. WILlnl'\s.-There is a time limit in
statements made by nIl honorable gentleman that instance.
who feels dt'eply on this pt~rticular q nestion,
Mr. PRE~DEflGAs'l'.-They are notoriously
but we have also to look abroad, and if we unabie to comply with their obligations, just
encourage any proposal to abrogate a stD tute as much as the Gas Company are, but the
la.w that has given vested rights and int.erests Government do not propose to resume.
to people, we will find that it is a very
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Yesterday we had the
. dangerous doctrine for any Minister of the
leader
of the Labour Party, who is also the
Crown to put forward. 'rhe Minister says,
"Take away the rights that have been lea.der of the Opposition, standing up, as I
wheedled away in 1885 by Parlia.ment, and believe, in defence of j ustice,of honesty, and
l'estore them to the people." If we are going of equity, alid "he position bas been reversed
to take all rights away, there are th~ rights to-night by the honorable gentleman who
to titles-titles that have been given to the spoke on behalf of the Govel'llment. He
people who have taken up bud. There are fOllnd fault with the leader of the Opposition
finny lllen ill this community who say that for standillg up for justice <lnd not for conThirteen years' expediency will
private ownership of land is not a proper fiscation.
never
take
the place of equity- You canprinciple. 11J the future some great tribune
of the people may stand ill the same position not establish equity by expediency. You
as the Minister of 'Vater Snpply, and appeal might as well say thirteen days as thirteen
to the members of \.he Assembly, saying, years. It is a ma.tter 'of slow extinction, a
sort of painless death, giving them the poison
~'These rights were wheedled from you by a
dishonest Parliament; restore these rights, in moderate doses until they are killed off
and place the people on the land." He may completely. That appear~ to be the logic of
say, "At one time ill the year 1906 a Con- the Millister of \Vatel' Supply. 'fllen he
tried to put the plausible argument, far more
servative Government was ill power ; ' - Mr. HUTCHINSON.-XO; Il. Liberal Govern- plausible than logical, that this Bill does not
take away the licences. I never heard such an
ment.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-h gets the name of absurd argument in my life. It does not
being a Conservative Governmeut, inasmuch take away the licences, but it takes away the
One of Shakspeare's
as it is supposed to conserve the be~t interests value of the licences.
characters
saysof the people and all the vested rights of the
You take my life, when you do take the means
people. Such a man could quot. a. leading
"Thereby I Ii ve,
member of this Administration, and say"Here is a speech which asserts that a and if you take away the value of the licence
foolish if not a dishonest Parliament you are practically taking away the licence'
wheedled away the rights of the people. itself.
Mr: SWINBCRNE.-The Bill does not do it.
Now, give me the power to resume all these
vested rights and interests, which other It gives the people the power to do it.
people 1m vo had the monopoly of for too
Mr. 'rOUTCHER.-I am quite willing to
long, and let me settle the people UpOl.l the give the people the fullest power of local
land without any compensation whatever for option and trust the people ill this matter,
resnmptio[•. "
but if a majority of the people desire to
Mr. PnBNDERGAsT.-The Minister would carry out their views they ought to carry
not even vote for eompulsory resumption them out honestly. Here is thil') 1885 Act
with compen~ation the other cla.y.
of ours, different from all other Acts, different
Mr. TOUTCHER. - 'Ve have also the from the English Act, different from any of
Trl;\mway Company. I snppose a.ny num- the Acts quoted by the Minister of Water
ber of members would like to see the muni- Supply, inasmuch as it recognises the
ciprdities or the Government owning the principle of compensation.
Mr. LE~IMO~.-Except ill South Australia.
tramways, but vested rights have been given
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Mr. TOUTCHER.-South Australia is not
au exception. 'rhe principle of compensation
wal! not recognised in South Australia or in
any of the other States in the same way as it
was in our law. Yet in South Australia, where
the principle was not tecogftissd, a fifteen
years' limit was giYen. I desire to read to
the House an extract from the speech of the
Attorney·General of X ew South "Yales in introducing the amending Liqugr BillUnless thereisanabsolute legalfounda ionor right
'
given by express terms for compensation,
then I
sa.y the question of money compensation to a. man
keeping 8.n hotel stands on no higher ground than
the cla.ims of a small shopkeeper in the suburbs
who, by the operation of the Early Closing Act,
finds his business gone and his trade all drifting to
the la.rge houses in Sydney.

The honorable gentleman said there" Unless
there is an absolute legal foundation or right
given by express terms for compensativn," so
he recognised that if there was an absolute
right or foundation' for oompensation, then
compensation should not be denied.
He
dealt, however, far more gellerously with the
publicans in New South 'Vales than is contemplated in this Bill, inasmuch as the period
tbere was extended to three years, where
they had no right to that extension by
sta.tute·law whatever, the licence being
only grapted from year to year. If the
Minister of Water Supply will look up the
law of that State, he will find that any solid
objection can at allY time dispossess the
holder of a licence, and that any objection
can be raised so long as it is sOllnd, and not
fGlmded on frivolous grounds, for the prevention of the renewal of a licence in New
South Wales-clearly establishing \he fact
that it was a yearly licence with no right to
be renewed, altogether unlike onr Act. The
Miniliter of Water ~npply also brought in
the question of separate representation, but
I think he was sorry he mentioned it.
Mr. SWINBURNJ<:.-No, I intended to refer
to it further, but I was interrupted in my
speech at the time.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-J will accept the
honorable gentleman's explanation.
The
question of separate representation was never
placed before thf! country before tlle Separate
Representation Act; was passed; Lut as soon
as the question was placed before the country
as a matter of justice a majority of members
of this House came back pledged to the repeal of separate representation. The Government, at that time, took ~lway representation
from the public servants without putting the
question to the' country, and the franchise
was retul'llcd to the public servant.s after the
question had been put to the country. I do
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not lmow whether the Minister of Water
Supply is speaking for the Government in
indicating that they are going to test this
question. I do not know whether he is going
to make the thirteen years' limit a test
qUl?stion after the statement of the Premier
that it was a non-party question. For my
part I am ready to go to the country tomorrow on such a test.
Mr. SWINBUHNE.-I did not say that.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I am glad that the
Minister did not say so.
An HONORABLE MEMBI!:R.-Do not say
you are hungering for a dissolution.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I am never hungering
for a dissolution, but if it is a question of
justice-if it is a question of reversing the.
doctrine which has been preached by the
Minister of Water ~upply, 1 am prepared to
test that question-that because Parliament
ill its wisdom gave certain rights you are
going to say that these rights were wheedled
away, and you are going to restore them to the
people without ~iving any compensation. I
say tha.t such legislation would shake the
whole fabric and staltility of society. No interests. vested or otbert\'ise, would be safe
nndersuch a doctrine, aud if some gentleman
wants to quote something about Socialism
and the rights of the people-taking over
the means of production, exchange, and
distribution, and so en-then I thillk he bas
()uly to quote the speecb of the Minister of
\Vater ~upply in support of his view-the
speech of a gentleman who is reeognised as a
man of weight, learning, and experience. I
shall next refer to the question of clubs, as
they are dealt with in the Bill. I may say
that I am largely with the Government 011
this question. I have recognised for many
years pa.~t that clubs were pllil.ced at a very
great advanta.ge when compared with hotels.
They have had a distinct and decided ad",antage, and, consequently, I think, it is
time that legislation should deal with them.
J list as there are hotels and hotels, ~o there
are clubs and clubs. '!'here are some vel'Y
undesirable clubs, and the C)nly way that you
can purify those clubs is by bringing in
legislation, such as is proposed in this Bill.
Therefore, [ will give the Hovel'llment a full
measure of snpport with regard to tbat
question. At the same time, I would point
out that some distinction should me madE. in
the case of residential clubs. I refer to clubs
which members use as a home, where they
spend most of their time, and where, in the
case of bachelor members, they board and
lodge constantly. I think it, is a matter for
grave cunsideration whether we shouh! give
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the right to policemen to go into these clubs.
It has alwa.ys been recognised as a fundameutal principle that an Englishman's home
is his castle.
Mr. SWINBURNI':.-An Englishman should
not have two homes.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-In some cases they
have not two homes.
Mr. SWINBt1RNE.-YOll are arguing for two
homes.
1\lr. TOUTCHER.-I say that, in residential clubs, there are many members who use
the club as a home, who are constant boarders
and lodgers, and in tbat case I say that these
men should tJave the Sltme facilities as the
men who enjoy a.ll the benefits of a private
home. With regard to the lieence-fees as
proposed under the Bill, I think the honorable member for Ovens gave some very valuable suggestions in regard to gronping and
d8.88i6.cation. I ttJink that is a system
which deserves the very best consideration of
the Government. I think the Government
might adopt a minimum and lllaximum for
dties, for borou~hs, and for shires, and I
should say perhaps a. higher maximum than is
at present proposed in the Bill. The honorable
member for Ovens gave a very 'striking illustration of the absurd position in which the
licences stand at the present time. He compared,. for instance, the case of the Oriental
hotel, in Collins-street, with that of Young
and Jackson's, with the advantage of a cornel'
close to the railway station, and where there
is a big drifting population every min ute of
the day from the time the .ar opens until it
doses at night. The man who at present
builds a. splendid hotel, puts all his money
into it, alld tits it for the accommodation of the
public at a large outlay of capital is penalized.
The man who fUDS a little drinking shop,
a.nd makes a far greater profit by retailing
spirit.s and beer is placed in a. much better
position than the man who caters for the
public in the best possible way. I think
ther~8hould be a larger maximum than that
propc>sed under the Bill. Indeed, I think.
it would not be any hardship f01' hotels doing a magnificent business to pay a licencefee of £200 per annum, and if the Government wa1'lt to get some of this monopoly
value in order to make. up their cOlllpensa.tion, here is the means of doing it-to raise
the maximum and allow the Licensing Court
to be the Court of Assessment. I know itis the
Court of Assessment at t.he present time. but
the assessment, I think, is on a wrong ba..c;;s
altogether, because they go by the municipal
valuation, whereas they should go by the
circ~msta.nces, 8.! indicated by the honorable
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member for Ovens. We should make that
honora;ble member's suggestions &. concrete proposal ·by gi ving the Court full power
to determine, after investigating the whole~ir
cllmstances, what is the value of the licence.
They should contrast the circumstances, fOt'
instance, of Young and Jackson's hotel with
those of the Oriental hotel, or with some other
place in Cc>llins-street, which does little or no
business perhaps after the Stock Exchange
closes at 5 o'clock. These hotels, however, have to pay a very heavy tax.
at the present time for a few hOUlS
of tmde. However, if you adopt the
suggestion of the houorable mem ber for
Ovens, w bere there is a large population
during the whole of'the day, atld where a good
trade is being done from the time the bar
opeml in the morning until it closes at night,
you can make those people pay in accordance
with the trade they receive, owing to the'
situation of the hotel. This grouping and
classification would be a very good thing, and
1 would like to see the Government give'
some consideration to the question, so tha.t
we may be prepared, in Committee, to make
this a workable Bill. As to the compensation
proposed in the Bill, the honorA.ble member
for Flemington has already pointed out that
it would be a completely disappearing quantity. The man who was contributing for ten
years, or, adopting the statement of the
Miuister of Water Snpp]y, for thirteen years,
at the end of tha.t time, after paying the
increased licence-fee to compensate 8:>me
man who lutd been closed up at an early
stage, and had got All the bene'fita of the
compensation, would find himself not n<m
.compos mentis, but non-compensated. He
"""Hlld not be compensa.ted at all, while he
would have been paying for the compensation
of those who got out early. Under sllch a
provision do you not think that the pu~liCf\.ns
whu were jeopft.rdized would try to get out
as early a.s possible 1 Of course, I kno-w ther~
is only a certain uumber that can claim compensation in a certain specified period, but
at the same time there would be a great.
desire to get out as early as possible, to avoid
the 'people \V ho were in tenements t hat were
not desirable, or whose cases would not stand
investigation after local option came intO'
cOlllplete operation.
Mr. EL)4 SLIE called a.ttention to the fact
that there was not a quornm of members
present.
A quornm having been fornled,
Mr. TOUTCHER continued-I received a
newspaper to-day called the P,'estou He1'ald,
which is published in Lancashire. That
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newspaper contains the following paragraph,
which I think will be of interest to honorable
members : The a.djourned supplementary meeting of the
Preston Compensation Authority was held at the
Police Station yesterday. Mr. \V. P. Park presided, a.nd there were also on the bellch Messrs. M.
S. Mayu!Iord, J. Br9wll, R Myerscou~h, Y. \V.
Booth, W. M. Margevison. J. Green, J. C. Hamilton, '1'. Dewhurst, \V. B. Roper, J. Y. Foster, R. H.
Smith, R. Fazackerley, J. Uraven, N. Miller, and
Dr. l\liller.
Mr. Park in opening the proceeding! said they
were met that morning as the adjourned supplemental meeting of the Compensation Authority. It
would be remembered that at their last meeting
they heard cla.ims in ten cases, and after hearing
the evidence the authority adjourned to consider
the claims in detail.
The Compensation Authority thought it would be
better and more convenient if the details were considered by a srr.all committee rather than by the
whole body. A sub-committee was consequently
appointed and empowered to consider the claims,
and to report to a meeting of the Compensa.tion
Authority.
The sub· committee appointed visited all the
houses ill respect of which claims were lIIade, and,
after very carefully considering them in avery
detail, formed their own opinion as to what amount
of compensation should be made in each case.
He wanted to impress upon all present that the
committee had not made their estimates ill
Any cheeseparing manner nor with the idea
of making the a.wards as small as possible.
They had acted, he hoped, with the one object in
view, viz., to be justanel honest in the discharge of
t.heir duties as trustees of the fund and that of
the cla.imants in respect of the compensation they
should receive for gi \'ing up their licences

Mr. Park also annolllJced the variolls awards,
of which the following are some :-St. John's
Tavel'll, £780 claimed, £375 granted; Bruns·
wick Arms, £7lfl claimed, £566 granted;
8ir Tatton Sykes, £500 claimed, £400
granted; ~t. Leger Inn, £449 claimed, £443
granted; Guildhall Tavern) £564: claimed,
.£514 granted; Vauxhall Tavern, £1,252
olaimed, £775 granted; Hiflemall Inn,
£1,25U claimed, £ 1,250 grallted; New Hollins, £1,000 claimed, £500 granted. That
shows that compensation is granted in
England at the }Jresent time. I think the
honorable member for Albert Park quoted
the views of Mr. Balfour, Mr. Chamberlain, and Mr. Gladstone Oll the questiou
of compensation, showing' that. if the temperance people desire to carry out their views
they mllst do it in a fair and honest manner.
I am as anxious and willing flS allY one to
place the traffic on a proper basis, and to
eliminate all the evils associated with it. I
recognise that, especially in large centres of
population like Melbourne and suburbs, there
is a Jot of temptation, evil, and danger in
connexion with the liquor traffic. So long
Mr. 'l'outcher.
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as we deal honestly with those people whose
are involyed I am prepared to support the Government in their effnrts to
improve the conditions of the traffic. The
only point of difference is that of compensation, and 1 am going to be j nst rather than
generous on t~lat question. 1 recognise that
behind this movement, while there may besome
clamour and some intemperance in zeal, there
is a big boLly of enlightened thought against
the evils connected with the liq nor traffic and
with gambling, alld it is our duty to bend
our energies toward:; the removal of these
evils. There is no sensible man in this com··
munity that desires prohibition, because
that would produce a worse evil than those
we are trying to remove. I have read the
history of the prohibition conn tries, alld I
have rea.d that they have smuggled ill
liquor in chests of tea, boxes of cnndles,
and the like, as soon as prohibition was
enforced. This makes the people deceitful,
and certainly does not make them respecten,
of the law and the administration.
If you
want to have the law carried ont properly
you have to follo",r the excellent ad vice gi yen
to-night by the honorable member for
l·'lemington-you must make the people
respect the law.
When you do that they
will leave the liqllor alolJe, Ulld they will begin to feel that they are law breakers if they
do not respect the law. You l1lm;t make the
people respect the law and have reverence for
it. 'l'h9.t is the only way to gain tee affections
of the people. There is no use in strivin"
after the impossible.
If the Government
bends its energies to get a good workable
Bill it will not only have the support of the
gentlemen sitting behind it, but every man
in the House will assist it.
In that way we
shall have a measure that ",ill come out of
the crucible of thollght and endeavour as a
creditable olle. No honorable member, as
far as I am aware, has rderred to the statement that has been circulated by the Government, giving a list of licensing district~, the
number of inhabitants in each district, the
existing llumber and the statutory number
of victuallers' licences, and the excess,
where it exists.
In the desire to
bring about this reform many intemperate
statements are made, .and some people would
think from these statements that this
country was inundated with hotels. I went
through this printed statement carefully, alld
I have been completely surprised to filld that
the number of hotels in existence is, in many
cases, much under the number allowed by
law.
The statutory number is stated
correctly in this statement so far as the s!llall
interes~s
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Mr. TOUTCHER.-I know there are some
di vi !ions of the el ectoral dis tricts are concerned,
but in many cases, taking the whole of the bad instances on the other side. In Walhalla,
hotels in the district, the number in existence for instance, the number of hotels is thirtyis less than the statutory nnmber. Take eight, while by law there should be only
Albert Park, for instance. In the Beacons- thirty. The printed statement shows an
field di vision there are twenty-six hotels, and excess of fifteen, while, as a matter ·of fact,
in the Canterbury division six, making the excess for the whole of that electoral disaltogether thirty-two. while the statutory trict is only eight. According to the printed
number is twenty in one case, and twenty- statement circulated by the Government
three in the other, or a total of forty-three. there are 275 hotels in excess of the statutory
In the printed statement the number in number, but, as a matter of fact, the correct
exoess is put down as six, but there are real1y number is 137, taking the electoral distl~icts
eleven houses fewer, taking the two divisions, in each case. The Premier wants to know
than the number allowed by the law. This how he will get the money, and stated that
must be taken into consideration in dealing he would like to take the municipal e1uiva
with this quest.ion. "Ve must show that we lent. The honorable gentleman must know
have not got, by any means, the number of that if he did so it would be a terribllil wrench
licensed houses that some people would lead to the finances of the poor municipalities.
the community to believe. Let me take
Mr. BENT.-I know that it would test the
Barwon as another instance. There 1>hey teetotallers.
have forty-oue licences, and the statutory
Mr. TOUTCHER.-In Melbourne and
number is forty, but the printed statement euburbs you could raise the taxation, because
shows an excess of three through taking the there the licensed houses have benefited far
excess number for only one division of the
more by monopoly value than they have
electorate. The fact that we have a big in the country districts.
.
shifting population, as stated by the
Mr. SWINBURNE.-D~ youillclude boroughs 1
honorable member for Ovens, is not taken
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I have not included
into oonRideration. A large number of people
travel through the market townlil of· my dis- boroughs in the figures I have worked out,
trict, and, consequently, even 8 fe\T more than nor have I included the cities of Benthe statutory num.er of hotels are required digo and Ballarat. Melbourne is a great
there. At Rtawell, when the Easter Fair is on, centre to which traffic radiates from all parts
there are not sufficient public-houses to ac- of Victoria, Australia, and, in fact, the whole
cOMmodate all the visitors, and it would be im- w~rld, and consequently the people in Melpossible to convert mallY of the private bourne are at a much greater advantage than
houses into boarding-houses just for a day or those in the remote centres of settlement.
two. I find that in Boroondara, which is The monopoly value is increased by the conrepresented by the honorable the Speaker, gested population of Melbourne and by th~
the number of licences in existence is facilities afforded to people who drink. Meltwenty, whereas the statutory number is bourne should, therefore, be called upon to
fifty-seven, so that they are entitled to thirty- pay for this privilege. There is a. population
seven more than they have got. Surely of 337,544 in Mel bourne and the immeoredit should be given to the people who are diate suburbs, a.nd the number of rate~
allowed so many licences and have not payers is 81,~86. The municipal va.luation
availed themselves of them. In Borung is £3,485,000. Twopence in the £1 on
there are thirty-seven licensed houses, and that valua.tion would produce about £29,000.
Mr. MAC1UNNON.-Do you include Brighthe statutory number is thirty, showing all
ton?
excess of seven, bllt in the printed statement
Mr. TOUTCHER.-No, because it is in the
the excess is put down as eleven. In Toorak
country.
there are only seven hotels, and the statutory
Mr. BENT.-I will vote ff)r taking the.
number is forty-three. That is allother
striking illustration of what I have been whole lot, including Brighton.
st.ating. I do not think t.he Government have
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I told the Minister of
gi ven sufficient consideration to this aspect Water Supply that he could get from
of the qnestion, and in largely-congested Brighton, and other plaoes ~f the same
centres of populatifm this should be taken kind, a considerable amount C)f iacreased
into consideration when compensation is to revenue., Brighton, of cours~, does a large
be paid.
business thro ugh the influx of an. outside
Mr. KEAS1'.-Castlemaine is on the other population, who go theri to visit the -various
side.
holiday resorts. and· watering.places.
Se,sion 1906. 47]
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lewed him, without in any way incoril1:m.oding
other honorable memb'ers. In the first plaee,
I approach tbe consideration of this Bill with
greater diffioulty than I hav~ approached tlie
cOllsid-eration of any measure since I ha"(l'e been
a member of this Honse, aiid that is Iiot because I am in any way hazy in my opinions,
but bec.:i.use when the Bill gets into Committee, there are very few propositions oontained in it that would accurately represent my
attitude towards the question, whether I vote
" Yes" or whether I vote "No" upon them.
To begin with, I have clearly-defined opinions
as to the drink question. I have deep·rooted
eon'Victio'ns as to the causes of intemperance,
and equally deep-rooted convictions as to the
road whioh communities must travel if they
are to eure intemperance, and realize a
greater degree of sobriety. That road, however, is not covered one single inoh either by
the proposals in this Bill, or by the prop(i)sals
of the liquor party, or by the proposals of
that other ,seo'tion of the community, woo
claim ta be the sole custodians of the
temperanoe movement in this State. Like
the rest Of the Labour Party, I have
decided opinions, but the members of tha.t
p8itty ire not called npon to dedde
whether we should adopt a road tha.t will
reaeh the desired end. Weare called aSIde
tib discuss other propositions which ma:tty of
·us· believe to be absolutely valueless to secure
t1lie re8ults that we wish to aUain. At the
sa-me time I recognise that we are not. in any
greater difficulty than the Government themselves. If the Labour Party were cftlJed
upon to meet such a situation, whatevoer disagreements th~te might be 80S to details, the
party would at least be united in a common
prinoiple as to the methods tg be adopt.ed.
But the members of the Government sit
down, not t6 conceive a policy th~t will attain
the desired end in relation to sobtiety ot
temperanCe, but their first trouble fS to
teconcile the conflicting interests and the
conflicting apit'lions within the Cabinet itset!. Tberefote, it would be useless for roe
to e:tpeet from the Government any propositi()llS that wO'dld meet my desires, ot bring
ab'out' what I belien can alone secure sobtiety
uptm a sound and permanent basis.
Mr. BmNT.-Do yon think th3.t the angel
Ga.briel could do right in this matter? 1 do
not think he could.
Mr. ANSTEY.-I do not think so either.
1 do not think it possible for the Government
to meet the situation in any way whatever.
Mr. BB'N'T.-Don~t bother yoar head about
the Government. Weare aU right.

golf club. Don't the oountry, 8.m'ple opborttinitj Shbuld be

Mt. TOUTCHER.-I£ both the minimum

aM the maximum were

increased, according
~ ci~tnstances, a great deal more money
~ be raised than is proposed under this
:pm, withollt doing any injustice to the publioaf1s. A large tevenue could be derived by
patt.ing 011 a tate of ~d. in the £1 in the
oaee fJf Melbourne and suburbs. Melbourne
benefits 1ty all our public works and by every
traiu that oomes into the metropolis, yet the
publioans only pay the same rate as the
p~ple who are situated in remote centres,
where to see a stranger is t. lee a. sight in-

de~.

Mr. EE'NT.~Three half-penae in the £1
would $ it.
Mr. TOVTCHER.-That is not a very
ta.rge tax for the people of this oonntry to
pay in order to be honest. I told the tem~6'fanM pEibple-at Ararat the other day when
t1t~y,vE.tited ripon me-" I am with you
#P totb~ litH So far as local option is concerned.
I Ittn teady to give the people the fullest
rights of local option; but, if you wish to
c'a'try your C6hvlofioas into effect, be honest.
~fft>pEJse tl'l:e publicans tllrned round and said
1iO ,011-( Tea is dangetous and injurious to
lI'H~ syktedi,' arld ';Rnted to cl~se up a:Jl tea~, arid l~lI:ve dxe owntn'S of them without
~'i1 pro'viSidn whatevet, would you not say
~M~ tlHit was wrong ? :B~ honest, find I am
with YMl." I now say the same thing to the
(;1dVeFiitrlent. IJe h~me$t, and, if it is necestilty, bartow the n\oney tha:~ is requited.
lfNte' i! ,lin industry thM has been estab1is-hed
tfWer tll:e law, atid I, for one, will stan:d up,
irttether the <l6'Verl'ttxient goes to th'e country
itt nof; and I will tell the farmers that this
if ~ f,hfa end of t.he -wedge, and thM they
itm find It: out Softie day to' their cos,. I will
~ thMA tfti:!t P~tliament IS wheedling away
~DEi .ilg11ts of the peOple.
Have not the
~~bt~ of the peopl~{be'efi 1\1 heedled a,vay time
Nn~' time by Pftr11atbent 1 The Go'ven~I1lent
_
no" adVocating the principle of confiscation.
They are preaching a doctrine
Wfli8lt; i; ii w~~ pteacned ft6m this (the' Opposition) side of the House, would condemn
"tA:e La.b-lmr Parey or, any E>ther pMily that
did 80. I am sur'ptist3d that the Minilfter of
-Water Stwply, who kntJW's the value of seourity and stability, sbortld be foUnd advooa.ting sn-ch proposals. I, for' one, win never
''be a party to the'oo; and I am: quite pretbared
to t~st tbe prinoiple &f "hobesty before ex·p'eqlency '~ if we are sent to 'he country.
Mrl ANSTEY.-I think that if trie honora.ble member fer St..well teally desil"es,tct go.1k>

.~"
~. ,4.N~T~Y.-I ~m PO,

tP.QQPled ~bout th~

~p

the

GoverUtll~Ilt, p~t I

l~~

wqq.14

~i~ to po~nt ou~ that· t~~ Gov~rrl1Xl.ent Q~ve
~P'f)" litt~e tl'pup~ed abput the ~t~itl!de of
t-h~ L~onr Party on this qll.~stiqn.
~r~ BJN.,.-.-Not at ~ll.
~r. A~S1'EY.~ Whi~~t tner~ is ~ uni~y of
jijpipJe a. tnongst the gentl~men Wi.~h wllom
~m ~oci~t~, there is
comDlon princ.ip~e ~tu~~ing th.e Gqvernrnen~ in thie

r

no

questipn; anq i~ httS not yet d.eci~ed ~ bather
the end it h~ in view is to l'a.i$~ aQ.ditioml.l
~fIJotjon for tpe req.uirarnen1its pf tpa country,
~ ~.o secure incr~ase~ sppriety among the
inba.bitants of the Stat~. I recogpise distinctly that, if I am calleo. aside from the principles that I hold to discuss some other propositions, no mere indecision on my part as to
those propositions wi II in any way ex.onerate me,
and I have, therefore,to finally depicle as to tile
~ttitude that I shaH take up in the discussion
of the Bill. Consequently, I wish to take
a.dvantage of the debate on the second read.·
ing to peint out the attitnde that I intend
to take up when the Bill ge~ iMo Committee;
~pd seeondly, what are my gel~er~l views
with r~garl;l to the liquor question in this
COlJp..try, wpy I belieye that this Bill is an
~ct1:l&l f~rce, and why ~ t4ink th~t the Governm,epp shoul~ take action to secure the definite
~nd oi ipcr~a.sed sobriety. In the first place
it js laid dqwn in the Bill that there should
be spmething which is designated local opti,On, and if I a.sk-" What is local option? "
I ~m tolJ th~t it is the voice of the people,
~q.d. that it is a sound democratic pri·nciple.
Jf that is so: then I can be relied upon to vote
~'lJ;dly for the local option proposition in ~his
.ailJ; but I claim tb~t the propositions that
~r~ .conta~ped in this Bill do not give eft'ecL to
tQ~ voice of the people even if they are carried into execution. There are many pro·
po~"la for 4ealing with the evils of the drink
traffic in this country-not merely the ques·
t~on of high licences, not merely the question
,Of ijle nationalization or municipalizatjon of
the tr~cle, but various other propositions. But
ther~ a.re oth.er questions in relation to the
dfin~ traffic regarding whieh the voice of the
p~&ple should be heard under local optioJl,
.a.Jld tlPOP which th~ pepple should have an
ppP9l'tu~ity 01 e~pres~ipg an opipion. All that
~4~ ~ll prpvi4~s for is t4~t there ~hoQ.ld be
~qcal opt jon on ~he questjjj)~ of p1orj;l 1ice~lpes,
ff3w~r li~npes, or llon~ .,t ~ll. But, in my
,opiJliA~, tl}at i~ pot the way oQ.t of the diffi.<mJty. I beHeve tpat there is a better and
S~r~i: sol~tipll of the (h'in~ qQ.estjon; p~t ~
tq tJ:\fJ.p the I!~ople ar~ pre'Vep.ted from expressiRi t\Lji~' 9B~Jljoq§l up4er tpe t~rp.l$ of tbie

pm. WhaJ;

we

lWwer will \~ paapre
of
e;J;pr~sa-i»g 10heir views.a,s to the n~tJ.DJwWirAJ.
tion or JllUXliGip~li~a.ti.n of tl;te liquor
Of IloS
the ad/)ptiaJ) ·Qf .tb.e 01 ub ~y~telll i~
~gajnst the "pub" syst.erp, flt1' as th the $IS~

to

tr.,

tem of VOIUJltary ownefShip either lv I4froapa
o~ iQ,dividuals, or by t.~e St~. iteelf ? 1{DW
voice of tbe people is not the yoi~ fJf
people at all. It is not dernocra.tip, .~~ ...
~m th~t hid~s it£~lf iutlle g&l'JileniB of
demj)cr~y. Now, I want to ask waa,f
is the object tha.t W~ ha.ve in lfiow 1 .'The
honor~ble meruQI3l' fOJ:! Borung cw.~ ~ ~
most d~sirous Qf increas.i.ng sobvtety.
Mr. aUTOIJI~SUN.-WB are all desiPsUi af.
doing th~t.
Mr. ANSTEY.-Yesj but the hooocaDtt
member thinks that if we reduce lh.,
number of lici/nces and reduoe tb,
facilities for drinking the paople will
become mor!3 sober.
If th/i.t be so,' U
what poiut will you stop 7 If ten ~o~
make a drunken community, and if a. redUotion to five ho,Uses makes them more soh.l;
will they not b!,3come more seher still if ~
are no public·houses or fa.cilities a.t iJl ? Y it
the honorable member ttlrns rouncl ud. taU,
us that the end he has in view is ~ p,o.
bibition, but merely to give e~ to *he
voice of the people 80 as to redll,oe the iaOm·
ties for drinking. If we reduce tl~efa.eilit;i·81
for drinking and increase the sobriety 01 ioh.
people, the ultimate end must bp the a.~
lute ex~inction of all licences. Bu~, 'in fWf
case, there stands local option, as it iI
called.
I
call it a mongrel loca.l
optiOla, not a democratic pl'.inciple, bllf
merely the travesty of a dOllloorati,
principle. No, sir. I sball s~e~ to wide,
the propositi0n, so that we ma.y P~:¥$ the
voioe of the people ill reality, fl.pd SQ, th&t all
opportunity will be given to me, and to tbW
who think with me, of puttiog OIU i'iBW8
before the poople. If the people tpink tllli.I!t
our view is better than a polic}' of restriouon
or prohibition, they should have the right ~nd
the power to put that view into ex.eeQtiop.
Tben til ere is the other important questio.,
namely, the question of compensa.tion. ~ire$
of aJl I draw a. olear·cut line of diEitino.i~
between the owners of this monopply and tWt
tenants.
Tn this Bill, as in evtJy other
licensing law that has bEen P,.ad,
monopoly owners. have, been oa.refuUy ~
up with the tenants'as if their intereua "'...
one and indivisible. This State, in
with many other countries, ha.s given to
owners of 3,400 houses a.nd esta.bl';'ahm~~.
monopoly of the traffic in the liqull1" tn• .
Thos~ owners a.re very few. TheY·lcw.sW.,
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for the most part, of vast corporations,
breweries, and 8. few other wealthy individuals. "Bllt," said the honorable member
for Borung, " what becomes of the hawker,
the man who simply takes out a licence from
the Crown and carries on "his business 1
What becomes of him if the number of
licences is reduced, and if he is deprived of
his occupaticIl 1"
" Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-There is no
a.nalogy whatever between the two cases.
Mr. ANS'l'EY.-Even if there was an
analogy, tba\ man would only stand in the
same position as the cabman who is supplanted in his business by improved metbods
of transport, or the manufacturer who
is driven out of business by the
patented processes held by his opponents.
There would be no right to
compensat.ion
in these cases because
either one C)r the other is supplanted
through the advance of the industrial and social ideas of the people.
Therefore, neither that hawker nor that cabman, nor that manufacturer, nor that publican, would have any right or title to compensaticm." But I affirm that there is no
anaJogy. between those cases. If Parliament
sbould say to the hawker, "vVe give YOIl
a licence by which you may earn a livelihood independent of all illdividuals, eorporations, or companies Whatsoever, and without
your being called upon to pay a private
individual one penny to earn your livelihood,"
then I could understand the position j but
if we say to the hawker" We will give
you your licence, but appoint some particular spot of earth, to the oWIIer of which
you must pay whatever sum of money his
rapacity, or y€>ur own necessities, may
oompel you to pay" "-for that is the situa.tion-An HONORABLE MElIBER.-The law does
not surely do that 1
Mr. ANSTEY.-lf the law does not
stipulate that in actual words it lays it down
by the conditions which are created by the
law. From these conditions he has no
escape. Having got the licence he is compelled
to 10 to the owner of that monopolized spot,
under the pressure of t.he competition in the
life struggle, and has to comply with the
conditions laid dO\"Hl by the owner of the
monopoly. I say that if the principle of com·
pensation is recognised as it is proposed to
do in some quarters, then, when we alter the
law and ~ay that the hawker's business shall
cease, we are bound in justice either to
compel the owner of the monopoly to repay to
the hawker the amount which he has paid to

Bill.

go into the premisos, or that 'the community
shall refund the money. If there is no compensation what will happen?
What will
happen if we taKeaway the monopoly privilege
from the owner of that spot? He will still
ha ve his premises and the £500 or the
£1,000 which the hawker gave him, and the
hawker will go abr(!)ad into the world without
a single penny of proprietary interest. All
the laws that are passed are for the beneit of
vested interests j are for the benefit of the
owner of the property or the mortgagee. The
laws that are being built up and established
by men whose whole political principles have
consisted in the maintenance of vested interests
have had the effect of maintaining A. distinct
class, and the publicans have been driven to
break the law, because the law of competi.
tion has prevented them from earning a
living during respectable hOllrs. The law
has given a premium to the most reckless and
unscrupulous class of publicans, and has
placed an embargo on the most respectable
class. Every honorable member knows of
cases where men have paid from £500 to
£1,000 to go into a house, and when the lease
has expired the owner of the monopoly has
demanded another £] ,000 for the renewal of
the lease. I know a case where an owner
could not get a single cent from anyone to
go into the house, which was a place of low
repute. A woman, however, eventually went
ill, and maintained it as a respectable place.
She only paid £4 a week for it, but when ~he
lease expired the owner demanded £450 for
a renewal of the lease and a rental of £6 a
week. Nevel' once in the history of this State
have even the temperance party-the men
who claim to desire a respectable class of
publicans-been heard to raise their voices in
Parliament for the protection of these people
against the owners of this monopoly.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACoCK.-We will take
the opportunity in this instance.
Mr. ANSTEY.-Only a few days ago the
owner of a brewery had all offer from a man
for one of his tied houses. The man offered
him £6,000 to buy the place out. 'rhe owner
refused to take that amount, although the
place was only worth about £3,000. The
owner said that he would allow him to have
tht:: place on the usual conditions if he would
take it as a tied house. vVhat would happen
under the non-compensation system? It
would maan that the mall" who paid that
£3,000, and the woman I have referred to,
would have to go out without anything at all.
It is a scandalous condition of things that the
law does not draw any distinction between
the actual traders and the owners of this
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monopoly. Ii I had my way, the
owners of these properties where the tenants al'e
tied should not have a single cent of compensation nor a single hour of time. As for the
other owners who may have bought their
properties since the Act of 1885, or have
paid a large sum of money for the monopoly
value, jLlst as a man may have bought
la.nd to which a monopoly value has been
given by the State, I think that the ten years'
time is ample compensation for them. I
would give unlimited time to the tenant,
no compensation to the owners of tied
houses, and, as for the rest, the proposal
of the Go,ernment with regard to the ten
years is am pIe.
An HONORARI.E MEMBEr~ --There will not
be much compensation then.
Mr. ANSTEY -There will not be much
oompensation, because the great bulk of the
places are tied houses. When I hear people
speaking about this Parliament or some other
Parliament having given to individuals a
pi'ivilege or assurance that their licence or
their monopoly value shjl.l1 he renewed or
continued, and declaring that what has
been done could not be altered, I must
dissent.. I cBcnnot agrei with those who
say that the Parliament of. to-day is to
be bound by the dead hand of the past.
Whatever may have been given by past Parliaments J, at least, utterly fail to see that we
are now to be tied down by the action of
a Parliament of many years ago. We are
entitled to take any suah action as the change
of opinion and the enlightened intelligence
of people may dictate as being in the best
interests of the community.
Mr. TOUTCHER.- Would you not compensate people if they had vested rights guaranteed by the law?
ANSTEY.-As hr as the owners of
the tied houses are concerned, I would not
gil'e them a single hour, for they have had
their compensation, and the value of their
property time after time.
Mr. MACKINNON.-How do you know?
Mr. ANSTEY.-I know, because they
seem to grow very rich while the tenants
grow miserably poor.
Mr. BRoMLEY.-Because they get an increased bonus from each tenant who goes in.
Mr. ANSl'EY.-We·will take the case of
a house that, without a licence, is worth
£, 1,000, and that, with a licence, is worth
£3,000. A man goes upon the market and
buys it, paying £3,000 for it.
ff he was
deprived of it within the next ten years he
would lose nothing, because the State com-
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pensates him. But supposing the ten years
should elapse, and he is· deprived of his property, has he lost anything? I venture to
say that he has been amply compensated by
the operation of the local option poll. If
the poll reduces the number of his com:
petitors by one-half, he is compemsated by
the increased business he does d llring that
ten years. The local option poll has wiped
out one-half of his competitors. If any body
of men should affirm that they have a right
to compensation, I will affirr:n this other
position-that the community has also a.
right to the monopoly
value which
has
been created by these means.
The owners of these premises claim that
they are entitied to compensation for all
time. We may reduce the number of their
competitors, but we are told that we must
leave the added monopoly value absolutely
in the possesion of these individuals, and that
if on Iy one man remained in the business he
should have full compensation if at any time
he was dispossessed, and that the compensa~
tion l:hould be paid by the community. But
is not that man compensated by the aug·
mented value that has been given to his property by the reduction in number of his competitors? Just so long as the community
fails to appropridte the increased value given
to. the property by the extinction of his
opponenf s, jus; so long is the commullity·
justified in not giving him any compensation.
That is the position. If we gi ve him com·
pensation then we should take the monopoly
value that a.rises from that cause, and if we
do not take the monopoly value then the
owners can make no claim for compensation.
If we pass in this Bill any proposal
to take the monopoly ~alue, then in
that case, I will vote for compensation. While that is left out 'of the Bill I
shall vl)te for no com pensation for the
owners, but for compensation to the victims
of that monopoly. This law is bound up in
vested interests. What bt3comes of clause
29 ? I t is provided there that; we are to pla.ce
the grocers with their licences in the same
position as the licensees of ordinary publio>
houses. At the present tilile a ma.n takes
out a grocer's licence, and pays, say £3 a
week as rent for the shop in which to carry
on his business. If the owner wants to
charge him £5 pel' week, alld the malJ refuses to comply with that cOIJdition, he may
shift his licence to some other suita.ble premises acceptabie to the Court. Eut undei'
this Bill it is proposed that the grocer's
licence si)alI be vested in the actual owner of
the premises.

Sir A..LE~a:m~~ P~~CqCJL- ¥ ou are rigijt
there.
lLr. ANSrEY.~l'bat grooer ha~ ~eel1 a
free and indepepd.ent m~p, anq bas been able
to oonduct himself in a PfOP~:f manner, but
if we pass that (}hlU~ he will bf3corpe the victim of the owner pi tPos,e premises. He ",ill
not be aple to shift the Jicence witbollt tJ1e
consent of t.pe O'tJn~r.
Sir ALJtXAro;DE~ P~APqc~.-rerql1p~ tl~~t,
like the othe,r P~'oPQ~ition, was p~t in tq be
knocked out.
Yr. ANST~Y.-1'h~t is ~ c}~llf~e tR which
l shall alSQ clistillctly p'Pj~ct. .f\s ~ Illa tter
of fact, I am not peeply concerned as to
whether grocers' licences are to be knocked
out altogether or not. ~ince the Government is not ill favour of vested interests,
}\Iill somebody kindly explain why it is
that all the preweries which were previously cQmpetil1g against each other, now
tha.t they have litmalgamated are to have
their licence-fee reduced from £25 to £1 ?
The Government that was looking for
re,enue, and getting £25 from each of these
businesses, now tnEf-t the companies have
combined have reduced the licence-fee from
£25 to £1.
'
Mr. BBNT.-'- You know the Co~nmonw~alth
gets the money.
Mr. ANST~Y.-I don't care who gets the
• money. .I am only looking at the provisions
that are in thjs Bill. I notice wqile t~e
Government propose to reduce the licenc~
fees of breweries from £25 to £ I, a.t the
&ame time they propose to enorqlOusly increase the fees to the little wine shops of this
city. I would like to ask what ill the name
of creation is t~e policy of this country ~n
relation to the wine industry ~
For year
after year we hare been stimulating by
every possible lUeans the growth of wine Py
extended planting. by establishing a viticultural college, a11d by maintaining an army of
experts. We have given bonuses in every
shtl.pe and form for increasing the "t'ipe iqdustry, and at the same time the Goven~
ment is now pursuil1g a policy which will
~b!3olu.tely make the retail business in wine
impossible.
Sir AL)l:XANDER PEACOcK.-The wine
shops do n'ot do any good for the wine industry.
Mr. TOUl'CHER.-The vignerons do no~
want the wine shops.
Mr. ANSTEY.-There is one thing certain.
You caul10t keep a vineyard in
Bourke-stre~t, a.pd if you have not a vineyarGl
you cilnnot ge~ ~ wiQ~ shop. Every Olle kl~O'lS
that Hans Irvine has wine shop~ ip ~9~ c~~y.

The GQv$\'ijqlent prppos,e to jncrease sohciety,
apQ. sjde by f3icl~ with that is the proposa.l to
put dOWl1 gamJ11~ng. Noone is to drink, no
onf) is to dance, no one ie to light, no Olle is
to go to a poxing match, o~ to smile or to
grin. "rVe are coming to a particular period
of PuritaniSp:l where no one is to do anytbing
bl.lt sit do~n. and suck hifj thumb or go to
,church. I say the whole of this Bill is framed
in the illter~ts of a few monopolists. No
pne ",ho keeps a publip-honse can pu~ up a
no~pe that Bill Squires peat Murphy, or any
pne else, or he will be prosecuted. B).lt if it
~s in the A.ge or t}l.e Argu$ it is aU rig4t. Yr.
Syme or Mr. Mackinnon can publish the information, but if a publican pastes it up in
his front window he is to be prosecuted,
because he is extending the gambling evil,
although the newspapers from which he gets
the information are "doing business on a
proper basis." The newspapers can publish
whole betting lists and odds or anything they
like.
Mr. SwnmuHNE.-Wait till you see the
Gambling Hill.
Mr. ANSTEY.- It will do just as much
There is the same
good as tl1is Bill.
thing in connexio.u with n~onopoly right
through the Bill. Before any compellsatio~
is paid the mortgagee is to be proteeted. The
owner is to be protec~ed against tpt' licel)see,
a.lld the mortgagee and the banks ar~ to
p~ prote~ted against the owner.
What becomes of the butcher and the baker, or the
mau who works out in the yard of the hotel ~
Is the mortgagee to b~ protected more than
f;\.ny one else? It is said, " You see, he advanced the money on the house." Did not
the butcher and baker ad vance commodi~ies
on it and on the good name of the people?
"rVhy should anyone man have a prior right
OYj}f any other man ~ The w hole Bill is
founded wholly and solely in the interests of
the mortgagee: the banI(, apd the speculator
in property. The municipal equivale~ts
are provided for in the Bill. On what
principle does the Government base them?
There are a number of municipal conncillors around the eountry who, in order to
please their parishioners or the local people,
or somebody else, do not drink anything except coffee-in public. But they are qtlite
prepared to take a couple of thousand pounds
from the licensing fees for the reduction of
the local rates. Anyone can see that the
money is not distributed on a fair and
reasonable basis. There are hundreds
of' instances, but I will o~iy give tWq.
13ru~wick has a
population at 2p,OOO.
1.p.~ §JH!lAal y~19j;l !~ '£lqp',t~t, ~n4 ~Af;}
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ri,~ue from ratleS last ySar was .tl.5;~S5.
Tbay reoeived ail equivalent of £500,
a.nd that is equa.l to about 7d. in the £1
on the tote,l amount of rates raised; or !d.

in the £1 on the aDoual ntlnation of the
property. The to\"n of gcbuca, \vith a popn1s.ticm of about 4,000 peopt~, received in
ra;tes £1,754 last year, and is to get £1,000
under the proposal in the Bill.
Mr. GRAHuL-U nder the Act it got
£1,200.
Mr. ANSTEY.-In Eehuca they voted
for a reduction of licences because they
w~re so great on sobriety, and did not want to
take any revenue frorn this iniquitous traffic,
but when it oo:ne~ to a question of local
rates and the saving of 3d. in the £1 they
will take the money from anywhere. If
it is sa.id that compensation should not be
eternally paid under the Act of 1!j85, then,
with an equal amount of reason, the distribution .of equivalents should be put an
end to.
I will sum up the Bill very
briefly.
I ask the Government what is
their object ~
Do they wish to raise additional taxation or to increa-se sobriety?
I notioe the honorable member fot' Prahran
and the Minister of Water Slipply said
the Bill did not amount to rtfohibition.
Probably they would argue tliat the
reduction of temptation. would incroase the
sobriety of the people.
They say-" It
will not mean prohibition when the
lIoenoes are removed, because you can drink
in your private premises." If lice-nces are
to' be removed, is there not to be some restriction placed dn drinking in private ~ Is
there atty grMter evil than secret dr~tlking ?
Surely a Jaw should be framed agamst the
Toorak domestic canteen tha.t contanlinates
the ohildren and the servants in the house,
while the other canteellS that cotn-e under the
observation of the publio are to be restricted.
It is very evident that there is no desite to
really secure an 'inCTease of sobriety in this
oommunity, apd the Government do not
even believe the Bill will have t hat effect,
beeause all their arguments are based on the
a.lS8umption th3.' th'~re will be fewer hotels,
that the remaitling hotels will sell the liq \lOr,
and what an immense revenue will be derived
from it. As the Minister of V\T atar SttP'PJy
pointed out, this is Olle of the greatest Ulltaxed resouroes of the State. Wha.t will
ha.ppen if YOll get sobriety?
TbQ gtea.t
untaxed resources will disappear, ~nd you
cann0t oall on those great untaxed resources.
We have the distinct statement of the Minister of Vf ater Supply, that if we abolish the
drink, tra:ffio, w'e will save in 'the cost of

ie~l'iiit tHe m-itnil'1&la and the insane.
I
deal \lith t.hat proposition. I hav~
outlined lftielly my attit(ide with iegard
to local option arrd compensation, and I now
propose to outline my attitude in reg~1.l'd to
tHe driiIk question gerlcmllj. All the 'argu·
mtmts ftlr the Bill-and I fecI it very
deeply-are based on the assumption that
tho working man is the only one who
is to be gU<lrded against the imrnotality,
insanity, and criminality caused by drink. It
is assumed that the working class is the only
class that has to be guarded aga.inst crime,
insanity, and disease. What becomes of the
pl~oposition for the maintenance ,of drinking in the homes 0f Toorak? Are the tieh
not to be proLected against the evils, as w~ll
as the other people of the community?
Mr. HO'l'CHINSoN.-The rich patronize the
hotels as much as other people.
Mr. SWINBURNI<:.-Go to the Port Phillip
Club Hotel and Jon will see that.
Mr. ANSTEY.-I am not only representing the class to whioh I have the honour to
belong in eonnex:ion with this meaSllre, but
I have to defend myself, my family, and the
people wilh whom 1 ain associated against
the assumption' that they are tHe only people
whose immorality is to be kuarded against,
There is an old verse I am reminded of in.
connexion with this matter. It is thatpropos~, tb

The deh man is uwisible
In the crowd of his gay society ;
But the poor man's delight
Is a sore in the sight,
And a stench in the nose of piety.

'rhat is what underlies all the opinions that
have been brought forward by the Government, and all the literature that has been
read. There is another matter for oonsider·
ation. Let us ta.ke Armadale, Balaclava,
Brighton, Botoondara., Canterbury, Caulfield,
Elstetnwiek 1 Hawthortl, Kew, MahTern, and
'l'oorak. Those are a number df districts for
whioh the statntc>fy number of publio houses
is 211. They have sixty,one publio·houses~
Mr. HUTCHI'A'SoN.-And they are all the
most populal; residential suburoo, just because
of tne fewness of hote1s.
Mr. ANSTn:Y.-They have a population
of 100,000. B,endigo East, Bendigo W~t,
Banaritt East, Ballara.t Vf est; A l1end&le,
and Eaglehaw k are mining district!!; They
have a popUlation of about l'JO, 00 0', Instead of having sixty-one hotels} as do die
residents of the rich district!!, t11ey have
583 hotels.
Doel! any, man mean tQ ten
me that the drinking ha.bits of those two
classes of the people-th~ wea;lthy peopie
with sixty-one hotel!!; alld the workmg
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miners with 583 hotels-are represented
by the number of hotels in the districts ~
Not in the least.
Every large domestic
establishment in Tool'ak, with its butlers and
its staff of ::;ervants, represents a vast drillkilJi' haLit, which the Government make no
effort to cure.
'),he Minister' talks ahont
insanity, but what are the fauts ? Iu order
to discover the two sides of the question, I
take up the literature issued by the temperance party in this community, which lays it
down distinctly that, in proportion as wages
rise, the drinking habits of th~ working
peop!e increase, and that, as they have more
leisure, so do they become m'Jre drunken,
more criminal, and more insane, That is an
argnment which we are bouud to refute,
because it is the argument of the sweater in
all conntries. 1 pick up one paper which
says-" As wages rise, general drunkenness
foHows, insanity increases, and criminal tendencies, due to drink, keep pace with all
three."
Nearly all the arglllnents about
temperance, or the drink question, are dra:wn
from 30me other couutry, but, in relation to
the social habits of the people of this count.I'J,
we can no more draw deductions from other
countl'ies and apply them here than we ct-tn
in relation to the fCl,una and jlO1'U of other
countries.
I remember that, in one book
Baron von Mueller wrote, he pointed ont
that in dealing with the fauna and
jlO1"(t of other countries no man could deal
with Allstralian conditions, and arrive at any
sound deduction, unless he contemplated
the local conditions with which he had to
deal, so ~~bsolntely dissimilar were t hey in
their results. Here is one paper published
by the Temperance Alliance of this country,
which affirms that a fa.}] ill the wage rate and
lessened leisure is generally associated with a
decrease in crime and drunkenness, and with
diminished lunacy. Therefore, the best way,
•according to this literature, t() diminish lunacy
and to diminish crime is to keep the working men working many hours, and give them
very little for it, so. that they may have very
little to spend. "'rhese fa.cts," it says, "can
be seen to be borne ont by the following statistics." I would point this out for the information of honorable members and of 1'ny temperance friends. It gives the record of England
between the years 1888 ai,d 1903, and it shows
that the drink consumed in Great Britain
increA.sed ill that period from 27 gallons per
head to 30; that the average of drunkenness increased from 6 to 7 per 1,0:)0. Well,
you would naturally look down the column
for crime, and expect to see an increase, bu t
instead ii shows that the amount of crime
Mr. Anstey.
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per 1,000 of the population in Great Britain
during the same period, when the people were
all getting drunk oftener, and getting oftener
to the Court, decreased from 2'08 to 1'73,
Yo' hile pauperism per 1,000 decreased from 28
to 25, and the death rate from 18 to 15. So,
apparently, according to statistics, the more
frequently the working people of England
got drnnk, the less insanity and crime there
was, and they lived longer. When I was a
boy, in the old country, I had a pretty hard
tirne. I arrived in this country. in the year
1878. 1 have a mother who never drank,
and brothers who never drank l and they live
in po\'erty in the old coulltry to-day. \Vhell
people tell me that the poverty of those
brothers and that mother is due to drink I
tell them I do not believe their lies. I do not
believe in their' doctrine. I believe it to be
a slauder. I was a boy that ran away from
home at a very early age. I arrived in this
country at the age of twelve. For many
years I travelled through all pai·ts of Am;tralia without allY parental protection at all.
I arrived here probably a London arab, without any education, and believing, like many
01 her boys without parenta.l control, that the
best way to develop manliness was to do what
men did, to take up their evil habits, and to
drink as mnch as possible.
Having those
ideas, I led about as rough a life as a young
fellow could lead, and probably it was associating with somebody else that caused
wider thoughts and nobler aspirations to
take possession of me, but, at least, I can say
that I am the only one of our family tha:t
ever drank, the only one that ever drained
the cnp of bad living to its very dregs, and I
am the only one of that fami1y who has ever
attained a position in life.
Mr. TOUTCHER.- What is the moral '?
Mr. ANSTEY.-The moral is that you
can draw no hard and fast deductions from
the consideration of the liquor traffic in any
country. There may be unimpeachable truths
on one side, and there are equally unassailable facts on the .:>ther. vVhen I look back
twenty-five or thirty years over the time I
have spent in' this country, I remember
amongst a number of men many hardliving, fast~living, hard-drinking men, and I
venture to say that the young manhood of
this country is an immensity ill advance of
the generation of twenty-five or thirty years
ago. There is an ad vancing tide of intellectual knowledge. Why is it? It is becaul':e
the conditions of the working men of this
country are better than those of other communities. Why is it that many men to-day
are leaving off the dl'ink 1 It is because they
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are coming to have wider and nobler conceptious of life. When the Minister tall{s about
insanity, let us take the qnestion of insanity
in this country, and when men nssert that
insanity and crime ~U1d pauperism and death
march side by side with drunkenness, let us
see what the facts ~re in Victoria. J 11 ] 87l
we had a popula~ioll of 731,000. In 1881
we had ts62,000, wbich grew to 1,140,000 in
1891, and to 1,210,000 last year. The number
of insane in our asylums was 2,150 in 1871,
and it has steadily marched up, until last year
the ~otal was 4,6u6. The number pel" 100,000
of the population ill 1871 Wttl:) 2~3 ; it was a60
in 1881; it diminished between 188] and 1891,
and now it has gone up to 380. The same
line follows in England. where the drink bill
is increasing. There is this remarkable fact
that, in the period of the boom, bcltween
1881 and 1891-a period of great extravagance and high living, when luen were flocking in from other Htatt's, when money was
being spent like water, and w hen more money
was being spent in drink-insa,nitydiminished
here. ·What becomes, then, of the argnments
of the temperance party 1 Now, - I will
point out another thing to those who talk
about insanity being the product of drink.
In Victoria, the number of men in the popnlation has increased by 40 per cent. since the
year 1871, while the male insane have illoreased by 33 per cont., 01' less in proportion
than the growth of male poplllatioll. Where,
then, comes the increase 1 I t is in the
females, who are notoriously more soberliving than the men in this community.
The nnmber of female insane increased by
60 per cent. \-Vill anyone say t hat the vast
increase of the female insane in the community, as compared with the· males, ·"as
due to their greater drinking habits 1
Every mall lmows it is Hot true. Wherein
lies the cause? The causes are deeper. This
arises from the social conditions of the people.
It arises, al:! we have seen, from the isolated
existence that affects more acutely the minds
of women than of men. It arises from the
new social order with '" hich we are faced,
wherein, through the bitter competition
which men have to meet, they take not upon
themselves the responsibilities of a home,
. and thus it is that women are unable to fulfil
the functions of their womanhood, and as
they grow up in years it makes its impression upon their brain. It is Hot through
drink, but through the evil social environment, and the conditions with which they are
faoed-conditions which all good Governments are called upon to reform and to change.
When these slanders are spoken, J take up this
Session 1906.-[48]
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proposition, that there has been no great.
temperance movement, so understood, in thie:
country. While there has gone on no church
movement, no tempenUlce movement, socalled, there has gone on a wider and an un·
spoken temperance movement based really
upon social and political reform, upon the
higher aspirations and desires, and the freer
conditions of the men of this country, the
determina.tion to make a better conn try of it,.
to improve their environment and their conditions, and because they have had thosewider and nobler aspirations they havecreated a temperance movement that isunequalled in any par~ of the civilized
\~orld.
Whence then comes the cry for the
sweeping away of this evil drink traffic which
has been rapidly disappearing these thirty
years ~ Let us take the ages of the insane.
V nder the age of thirty-one, the number of
male insane diminished between I H81 and 1905,
and the number of female insane diminished.
Whence, then, came the ellOl'mOl1S increase?
J t was amongst the older men and the older
women, who had proba.bly come from the
older lands ~ith their sJl:3tem oontaminated
and destroyed by old-world conditi011S, and
old -world environments, but so far as the
young Australians and young Victorians are
concerned, it can absolutely be said of them
that they are one of the few peoples in
the communities of the modern world among
whom insanity is a diminishing evil. Insanity
is not greater in great drinking countries.
On the contrary, Englllnd, which drinks three
times as much as wedo per head, has less insanity in proportion than exists here to.day.
That arises from the fact that the causes of
insanity are wider and deeper than the drinking evil.
We drink something like twelve
gallons per head, as against thirty gallons per
head in Great Britain. It was pointed out
by the honorable member for the Hailways
Service (Mr. Hannah) the other evening that
there was a steady decreasein this community
in the amount spent in drink per head of
the population. Prior to the outbreak of the
gold-fields in this conntry the population was
drinking something like £12 worth per head.
After the ou~break of the gold-fields, and
with the enormous Increase in the price, the
drink consumed in Victoria went up to £27
worth per head. From that time the drink
bill per head has steadily diminished. For
the five ypars from J 900 to 1904 inclusive,
the average was something like £4 2s. per
head, while to-day the eonsumption is £3 58.
per head. In Great Bri.tain, ,,,,here the drink
is not so expensive, and where t he people are
poorer, they spend £4 5s. pel' head, or. far in
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of th€ people of Victorilil, who are
better able to pay for it. When that statelllent was being marla the other night, the
honorable member for ~wan' Hill interjected
th~t it Wa.H not H. fa.ir com pariso'n, fot' the
simple reason tha.t while the fttnonnt that
wat) being spent on drink might have largely
diminished, the consumption could uot, he
me,tsnred by the money value of the drink,
seeing that the price h'ld d~creased, but must
be ganged hy the amount of drink actually
consumed by the people of the State. \Vhen
we corne then to actnal quantities, is it not a
rema-rlmble thing that, ill this country, in the
year HHI the people were drinking twenty
~~l1ons per head, even ill those times far
below the amount ill the old country, while
la-at year it had fallen to twelve gallons
per he':l.d, a.nd is now prob~bl'y below ten
gallon~ per head 1 At any rllte, it has
steadily and constantly diminished. That
too is the resnl t of It wider and deeper
te:npemnce movement, due 1lot to any act of
8upr>ression on the part of the Government,
not to allY prohibition placed upon dril'lk, but.
to the widening views of the people, the
groWl h . of other desires and ot her aRpirations, and the natural death of the drink
habit among the people of this State. It is
said that crime grows with drink. \Ve ha.ve
seen that, in ElIgland, in proportion as the
people driuk apparently crime diminishes,
a.ceordin~ to the statistics of the temperance
party. We have also a steady decrease in this
country - I t marvellolls decrease of late years in
the criminal habits of our people. The same
thing applies to insanity among the nativehorn. Among13t the younger men-the men
born since the establishment of the ednctl.tion
system -crime can be said to have I;l.lmost
disappeared from the population. The great
number of those who are filling our gaols M.l'e
Hot young men or young women, b·ut they
are the elder sections of the populat.ion, the
m&jorityof them from other countries-men
with the virus of drink nnd crime in their
veins received from the parents from whom
they came. rfhen it is said-" VV-ell, if it is
true that crime is diminishing and insanity is
diminishing, is not that due to the deerease in
the drink habit?" But, 1 ask, why not reverse
that proposition, as yO~l conld do with an equal
amount of reasoning ~ \Vhy not aSSllme that
ingtead of crime having diminished because
of the decrease in drinkillg, drinking has diminished because people have become less
crimina.! ~ The one proposition is as good
as the other. Again I "'ould ask, who are
cnrsed by crime and drink to..{lay' Whoare
the main inhabita.nts of our gaols ~ The
Mr. Anstey.

Bill.

n.uswer is the most illiterate, the most ignorant
of our population. Out of gOnle 24,000 who
pass thrOl.l~h onr gf-l.ols every year, over
~0,OO:), cr 97 t percent., are people who cannot
read or write correctly. The number of
persons
who
can be said to be of
good education does lIot amount to 2lr
per cent. of the total who pass through the
gaols of Victoria. And what conclusion do
1 draw from that? That drink results largely
lIOt merely from the poverty of t hp, people,
but from their lack of education and their
misera.ble outlook. Drink and crime aud all
the other evils connected wilh them, have their
flobsoillte roots in the social condition of the
peoplo themselves; consequently, I conclude
that there are other methods of increasing
the sobriety of the people. Some will say" Never mind what has been said. We are
pleased to see the great improvement, which
lltls taken place in the sobriety of the people;
that there has been a diminution ill crime
and a decrease in the drinking habits; nevertheless, you must admit that there is still a
large amount of drink-more than is required in the community, and that this has
to be suppressed." Now, I ventnre to affirm
that there can be no sonnder road on which the
people can travel for the absolute extinction
of the drink traffic than the road which has
been pursued only iu spftsmodic efforts for
the last thirty years. Every step that the
community makcs in widening home life and
improvin~ its social conditioll is the greateHt
temperance movement Oll which allY communit.y can em bark, because it is founded on
the most dnmble fouudation.
Now, if
this is the ma.nner in 'II' hich I look at
the propositions contained in this Bill it will
be clearly understood why it is tha.t I IO'lle
upon the Bill as absolutely incapable of
effecting any good from the temperance
point of view. I take it that the testimony
0: all countries is that there can be nothing
good arisiIlg from any act of suppression.
You ma.y snppress all the outward and
visible signs of vice, but you will have to
look to the improvement in the conditions of
the people to sweep away the remaining evils
of the drink traffic. I cannot agree with this
act of suppression, because I believe it to be
ineffective. For example, we have a class of.
men, the sea-faring men, who for long periods,
months at a time, can get no drink. Thi~
being so, Olle would think that the sailor
ought to be pretty well' cured of the drink
habit, and yet I venture to say that there
are few classes of workers who fall into
greater excesses than sea-faring men do onoe
they get ashore; and this for the ~imple
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reason that the cure of the drink habit of the
sea-faring population is not to be found ill
any act of suppression. Every Ollf. knows
that on a ship, even if drink is absolutel'y
prohibited-if the skipper himself is a good
man, who says his prayers regularly and
gives his sailors very little to eat-still they
will get drink in some way, even if it has to
come on board in a cocoa.nut. But even
amongst the sea-faring men, I would ask,
why is the drink habit less now amongst
them as a class than it was twenty years
ago ~ Is it because the facilities for getting
drink are less 1 No. With the transference
of the over-sea traffic from sailing ships
to steamers the facilities for getting drink
are greater) but the drinking habits of the
sea-faring class of all countries are much less
than' they formerly were.
And why?
Simply because of the increase of knowledge
and the increase of intelligence amongst the
sea-faring class of modern timf s. Then we
have propositions in this Bill in connexion
with clubs. You say that under this Bill,
w hen local optiou operates, there shan be
no more clubs. Whv ~ What becomes of
the voice of the people if that is carried out ~
Why under local option should not the
peQple of a district, if they believe there
shouldh more clubs in the district, have
the right to say so ~ What becomes of the
democratic principle when you will not
allow the democracy to operate ~ Reference
has been made by the Minister of Water
Supply and other speakers to what has occurred in other countries where people are
starved and hnngry. But let us take what
we find in the Herald only the other evening.
The following case is gi venNo. 3 Mrs.----, mother of six children,
lived in one houst? many yea.rs; landlord very
good, baby six weeks fading away; mother has
not sufficient nourishment; next door neighbours
also very poor; sent in buin of grnel 1 his mOl'niDg; everything pa.wned. Baby has since died.

What answer has the temperance party to
that 7 They have only one answer, which
they apply to every case-" Father drunk,
mother drunk, baby drunk, everyone
drunk." 'fhat is all. And do you think
whpn you have said that you have satisfied
your consciences and have covered the whole
of the social problem?
I say to the
Minister of "Vater Supply, when he talks
about insanity and erime increasing nuder
the driuk traffic, let him prove that statement. I say that the whole domain of
drink is far wider, far deeper, and the canses
are many.
Why, some of the greatest, the
wittiest, and the best men in the world, if
('8J~2
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they could not get drink, have even takeu
something else instea.d. Do we not know
that De Quincey and Coleridge took opi um 1
r am reminded of iii. stOl'Y which I read that.
during the time of the Macdonald Ministry
in Canada
it was proposed to bri~g
in a Tenure PurchMe Bill, and it
was said-" Macdonald can never make a.
great speech unless be gets drunk."
And so he got beastly drunk, and they bad 10
pump 011 bim for two ho\lr~ to straighten
him up. 'l'hey say he made olle of the rn~t
memorable speeches ever made in Canada.
The same thing applies to Charles Fox.,
There are timei when the impetus to dr)uk
becomes almost intolerable. I remember
'when Victor Daley was in Melbourne, hewrote one of his noblest and grandest poelD8
in a state of intoxication. He was 80 bad
that he fell down the stairs, a.nd we had - to
pick him up. l\' 0 one can reason accurately
upon this drink question. The Minister of
'\iVater Supply staled that the clubs were
great drinking insiitutiOllS. Is that true ~
When I asked him for figures in connexion
\vith Victoria, he said that figures were not
available. The figures are available.
We
have the Commercia.l TrAvellers' Club and the
Stevedores' Club.
Mr. SWINBURNJ:.-There is oue club that
has a revenue of .£6,0.00 per annum.
Mr. ANSTEY.-VVe have va.rious bon.
fide workme'n's clubs. The eost, of the drink
consumed per head of our population,. ineluding men, women, and children, for a perioo
of five years, is £4 2s. per head per annum.
The consumption of drink at the workmen's
clubs ought to be greater than that. 'rae
first club I wish to ulention is the Dentaeller
Turn Verein. It is composed mainly ()of Germans, and there are 344 members. The subscription is £1 per annum, and the drink btU
last year was £868 Sa. 6d. OJ this sum .£248
7s. 9d. was {or soh drink...:;, so tha.t the total
for alcoholic drinks Willi £620 Os. 9d., 0011
£1 168. per head. One of the most comm.on
8.r-cusations made is, that not ouly the members of the clubs drink, but they induce
others, to go into these institutions aud Jrink.
If that be true, the ~mollnt spent on drink in
the clubs ought to be greater than the average
consumption per bead for the whole population. So {ar as the Deu tSc\ler Tu rIl Vere.1) is
concerned, the drink bill is much less than
the a,,'erage for the popUlation .1f this State,
including men, women., and children. Now,
I will take the Stevedores' Clnb. The stevedores and wharf iabourers bere, like those in
other conn tries, are pretty hard drinkfn..
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Years ago, anyone accustomed to visit Port
Melbourne, would have seen a crowd of
men hanging about the piers, either in winter
or in summer, and the only alteruative. before them was to hang about
the
street corners.
Some Ilsed to make
their chalk draught-boards 011 the footpath,
and others would go into the public-houses,
and they could not stop there withont spending money on d rink. The churches, the
moralists,and the purists, those who lament the
hard-drinking habits of the people-what did
they do to raise tho moral tone of these men
()r to draw them away from temptation ~ Did
they build up any other institution for these
men?
In Malmoe, a shipping town in
Sweden, where the Labour Party gained a
majority in the local council, the municipality
established a cluo close to the shipping, and
there the men had a place to which they
could go. They had lockers of their OWlJ,
and could go in there to avoid the heat of
summer or the cold and wet of win tel'. 'rheir
drinking habits soon lessened, and their
sobriety increased. That was a splendid
effort to improve the condition of these men.
The Stevedores' Union, after many years,
bought out the Old Philadelphia hotel and
established a club there. This club. it is as·
serted, i:5 a hard-drinking place. 'rhe members nre charged 6d. pel' week, and the 111101bel' of members varies according to the
period of the year, In April, 1905, the
membership was 425; in December of that
year it was 861; and in the following
April it wns ·1:27. At Christmas time
the wool ships are
in, and that is
the
t.ime when
the
l1lembershi) is
greatest. Takillg the t.ime of the minimum
membership the revenne from drink was
£R60, or £2 2s. per head. Out of the £860
they pay £1 per week accident pay, and
they pay £10 on the death of any member.
They are now paying off the debt on the
building from the profits on drink, and
when they secure the freehold they will
establish a superannuation fund for the
benefit of the members. Infamous lies have
been uttered about this club. The man
who goes into a, public-hQuse has no responsibility, but when a genuine club is established ell.ch member has n sense of responsibility; there is a collective ownership, and
the respectable mem bers object to bad conduct,
and so the character of the club is maintained
at nR high a level as possible. If you take
allY group of men you will find that most of
them are respectable, and that their influence
must be to elevate those who are below them.
Mr. Anstt-y.

Bill.

So it is that in this club the drinking habits
of the members have immensely diminished,
and the men are infinitely better for it. Let
me take another club, namely, that of the
Hotel and Caterers Employes' Association.
It has a membership of 370, at 3d. a week.
1'he Bill proposes that there shall be a minimum charge of £1 per member per annum,
and it is to be paid quarterly.
'fhis club is
composed of hotel employes, kitchen-men,
and the like; many of them I eceive only
12s. or 15s. per week. If the provisiollS ill
the Bill are carried out this club will lJro·
bably be extinguished. ""-hy is the condition imposed that this money should be paid
quarterly? The drink hill of tha.t club last
year amounted to £996, and that included
all soft drinks. The average was £2 14s.
per head.
The society has a mortality
fund.
Prior to the establishment of
the club these
men
used to walk
round to the various hotels in the citv
and have a drink with the barmen ther~.
They used to travel about from one hotel
to another, and from one suburb to another.
Since the establishment of the cluh the
amount of the drink bill of its members is
very much less than it used to be, notwithstanding what anyone may say. The actnal
balance· sheets of the club prove that the
assertion of those who say that these clubs
are great drinking dens. does not contain an
iota of truth. A mortality fund has been
established in connexion with this club, and
the profits which are made from the club are
devoted to the benefit of the members
instead of being paid away to the owners of a
monopoly. I say that the club has largely
improved the habits and the sobriety of
its members.
Not ollly that, bu~ it
has brolJght about an improvement in the
wage standard, because the members are able
to communicate with one another by telephone
when work is wanted or when it is otfered.
Many of the members of the club are merely
casuals, and they would be hanging aboll t the
city for a large part of their time if they did
nGt have a cluh to go to. As the hour is getting late I should be obliged if the Premier
would consent to the adjournment of the
debate.
Mr BENT.-If the honorable member is
very anxious to adjourn I shall not object.
On the motion of Mr. ANSTEY, the debate was adjonrned until the following Tuesday.
'rhe House adjonrned at eight minutes to
eleven o'clock, until Tuesday, September 4.
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The SPEAKER took the chair at twentyfive minutes to five o'clock p.m.
TOURISTS' BUREAU.
Mr. MACKINNON, in the absence of Mr.
A. A. BILLSON (Ovens), asked the Premier
the following questiolls:1. Where the Tourists' Bureau is situated?
2. Who has been appointed ill charge of same?
3. If he h808 arranged to equip the Bureau with
&n efficient and ample sta.ff of officers?
4. If the manager (if one has been appointed)
has made prepara.tions--if not, does he contemplate
m80king preparations-for special excursions from
Sydney to :Melbourne and other places in the same
W80v 80S the New South ·'Vales Tourists' Bureau
arranges trips from Melbourne to Sydney and
<>ther places!

Licensing Polls.

point raised by Mr. Tripconey, i.e., the price
charged for the manures.
2. No result of analysis was furnished to Mr.
Tripconey, but simply a valuation of the manure
based upon the information printed on the certificates and labelssnbmitted to Mr. Tripconey.
3. Mr. Tripconey was not illegally overcha.rged.
Mr. Trlpconey did not forwa.rd any sa.mples for
analysis as allowed by the Artificial Manures
Act No. 1930 (sections 10, 11, 13); therefore there
was llothing to show that the manures were inferior to those described on the certificates a.nd
labels, as may be inferred by question 1. When
Mr. Tripconey submitted tor inspection the certificates and labels, and mentioned the prices
paid for the mannres, calcula.tions were ma.de
based upon the information printed on the labels,
&c., and Mr. Tripconey was advised of the actua.l
value per ton forcomparisoll with the pricechal'ged.
A vendor may charge what he wishes for a fertilizer, but if his price be excessive the fact is notified in the Government Gazette and Departmental
Journal by the publication of the a.ctual va.lue per
ton, and the price asked for, which are set
in juxtaposition for the information of the
farmer.

LICENSING POLLS.
He said the honorable member for OveNS was
MACKINNON,
in the absenoe of
Mr.
absent at Beechworth, opening a bazaar.
MI'. BENT.-In answer to question No.1, Mr. A. A. HILLSON (Ovens), asked the Chief
Secretary the following questions : 8,S to where tbe Tourists' Burean is situated,
1. How many polls under local option provisions
the reply is that it is Oll the Estimates.
Mr. MACKINNo~.-That is a foundation of have been held since 1886?
2. The number of .such polls that were held for
sand.
the purpose of increasing liceu0es, and the reMr. BENT.-There will not be anybody suit?
•
appointed until the House approves of the
;i. The number o{ such polls that were held
vote. I have not arranged to equip the for the purpose of decreasing licences, and the
Bureau with an efficient and ample staff of result?
()fficens. Jn fact, if I were to put on all who
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The answers
applied, I should want about £300,000. In to the honorable rnember's questions are as
the meantimp., I understand that Mr. Boyce, fo1l0ws : of the Railw~\y Inquiry Office, has gone over
1. The total number of local option polls held
to New South "Vales to make inq lliries. since 1886 up to the present date is 196.
2. The total num bel' of such polls beld for an
When the Budget comes dO\vn I shall ha ve a
increase in the number of licences is 150, of which
few thousand pounds for this object.
IXFEHIOR MANURES.
Mr. GRAY asked tbe Minister of Agriculture the following questions:-

77 were successful, resulting in a determina.tion for
an increase of 132 li~ences; 73 were uDsuccessful
polls.
3. The total nurn.ber of such polls held for a
decrease is 46, of which 19 were snccessful, resulting in the closing of 217 hotels; 27 were unsuccessful poll'S.

1. If he has inquired into the complaint of Mr.
Benja.mia Tripconey, of La.ke Bo~a, with regard to
the supply to him of manure inferior to that de"VOOD'S POINT GOLD FIELDS.
scribed in the certificates which accompanied the
m8onure?
Mr. HARRIS asked the Minister of Mines
2. 18 the an80lysis as disclosed by the Go\'ero- . if he would have the Geological Report on
ment Ana.lyst iu his letter to 1\11' Tl'ipconey on the
the \VoQd's Point Gold-fields by Mr. E. J.
12th Ma.rch last correct?
3. W 8.8 Mr. Tripconey illegl~lly overcharged for Dunn, Government Director of Geological
euch manure the amounts set forth by the Survey, printed and sent to the various
&n8olyst?
schools of mines, mechanics' institutes, and

Mr. SWINBURNE.-The a.nswers to the
honorable member's questions are as f~)l
lows ; 1. The Government Agricultural Chemist was
not in a. p'>sition to make inquiries, or to demand
an expla.oation from the firm in question on the

to the metropolitan and mining press, in
order to make the public more fnIly acq llainted with the eXIsting developments of
those famons fields, and ~11so to give information abol~t their probable great future which
was strongly indicated ill the report?

1286

Registered Laundries.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. McLEOD.-The report referred to
will be printed and circulated by the Department in the ordinary course.
Typewritten
copies have already been supplied to the
metropolitan and the local press. A very
full report on these fields by Mr. Whitelaw,
of the Government geological staff, was published by the Department last year, copies
of which may be procured by interested
parties.
REGISTEHED LAUNDRIES.
Mr. McCUTCHEON asked the Chief
Seoretary the following questions : 1. How many Chinese laundries are registered
under the Factories Act?
2. How many European laundries are registered under the Act, and how many hands are employed therein?
3. How many Europeans are employed on
laundry work in institutions exempted from the
opera.tion of the Factories Act because they purport to he carried on for religious or charitable
purposes?
4. Has the Government a.ny control, or does it
exercise any :supervision, a.s to hours of work or
rates of pa.y in the institutions referred to in question No.3?

Petitions.

PETITIONS.
A petition was presented by Mr. DOWNWAHD, from railway looomotive engine-drivers
and firemen in the Korumburra district,.
praying for the intJ'olduction of an eight
hours day, or forty-eight hOllrs per week.
A petition was presented by Mr. GHAY,_
from resitlents of Mildura. praying that the
present clubs in Mildura should be exempted
from -the operation of the Licensing Bill, and
that section 176 of the Licensing Act 1890'
should be retained.
Petitions, praying that the House would
enact a comprehensive amendmenL of thelaw dealing with the manufacture and sale
of intoxicating liquors, which would give the
people the indisputable right of determining
trien1lially, in every electoral district of the
Legislative Assembly, whether the existing
licences should be continued or redueed t
Qr be discontinued, were presented by Mr.
HUTCHINSON :md Mr. LIVINGSTON.
ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SHOW.
ADJOURNJllENT.

Mr. BENT said he did not intend to ask
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The replies to the House to meet at half-past two o'clock
\he honorable member's qnestiolls are as fol- to-morrow, because a large number of members would be engaged at the Agricultural
lows:Show, and there was also a most important
1. The number of Chinese laundries registered
function
in the Exhibition Ruildillg-an exunder the Fa.ctories Act is 171.
hibition of school children's work-which he
iI 2. The number of European la.undries registered
under the Factories Act is sixty-five, and 628 per- thought would be most enjoyable to memSOilS a.re employed therein.
bers, and would be found to be a very good
3. There a.re no figures availa.ble as to the thing. If honorahle members were willing,
number of per~ons employed at laundry work in
institutions exempted from the operation of the he would l10t mind taking private members"
Factories Act because they purport to be carried time from half-past eight o'clock to-morrow
on for religious or cha.ritable purposes.
night for Government business.
4. The Government ha.s not any direct control,
Mr. COLEcHIN.-No.
but it may have some indirect control in conMr. BEN'r said he would. not press that
nexion with the withholding of any Government
He did not intend to ask the
subSidy or otherwise to such institutions, and does proposal.
not exercise any supervision as to hours of work or House to meet at all on Thursday next. It
rates of pay in the said institutions referred to.
had bten suggested that the House should
meet at half-past seven on that day, but he
INTER-STATE REPORTS O~ DISEASES knew full well that after memoQrs had seen
IN STOCK.
their constituents at the Show they would be
Mr. HARRIS asked the Minister of Agri- very tired. He begged to moveThat the House, at its rising to-morrow, adjourn
culture if he would seek to inaugurate !1 system of Inter-Stat.e exchange of reporls of until Tuesday, next.
outbreaks of anthrax, cattle-tick infestation, . The motion was agreed to.
pleuro-pneumonia., swine fever, &c., as sugRAILWAYS AUDIT BILL.
gested at the Stock Conference at which he
Mr. BE:XT moved for leave to introduce a
presided in Melbourne on Wednesday, the
29th August last, in order that the speediest Bill relating to the audit of the accounts of
officia.l informat.ion might be supplied from the Victorian Rail ways. He said that this.
any affected State or States to the other measure had been promised for a very long
time, and he would ask hQllorable members.
States ~
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Yes, with pleasure. to put it through all its stages to· day.
The motion was agreed to.
1 will do all I can.
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The Bill was then brougb t in, and read a
first time.
Mr. BENT (by leave) moved the second
reading of the Bill. Resaid-In movingtbe
second reading of this Bm I wish to point out
that the Audit Acts are already applied to the
railways by section 114 of the Railways Act
1~90, so thl:lt abolishing the Hailways Auditor
will not affect the present powers of the
Auditor-General.
'1'he Railways Commissioners have asked me to read a memorandum
which they have sent to me, because they
thought there was an impression that
they did not wish to hl:lve tnis auditor appointed. The Cornmissi<»ncrs sayAd ,oerting to your memora..ndum of the 8th in8tant relative to the wishes of the Cabinet for an
expression of the views of the Commissioners in
regard to the desirableness of the railways audit
bein~ taken over by the A uditor-General, the CommisslOners assume that the appointment and duties
of the railways a.uditor as set forth in section 16
-of Act No. 1439 are referred to, and such being
the case, they have the honour to report that they
.are strongly of opinion that this work should be
undertaken by an officer entirely independent of
the Commissioners. The general Audit Office is the
properly-constituted authority for the auditing of
the 8tate accounts, and, therefore, the best means
by which public confidence in the accounts
-of the Railways Commissioners may be secured.
The Commissioners will welcome allY legisla.tion
by which this desideratum may be attained, and
have no hesitation in recommending that such
duties be so arra.nged for as soon as the amending
leghdation can be obtained. The Railway Account&nt, his staff and work, including the compilation,
.checking, audit and supervision of accounts at
railway stations. as well as the control and checking of all expenditure, must necessarily remain in
the hands of the Commissioners. (Signed) THO~AS
TAIT, Chairman.

I think the honorable member for Abbotsford, who is Chairman of the Committee of
Public Accounts, recommended in a letter to
me some time ago that a Bill of this kind
should be introduced, and I have informed
the House Oil more than one occasion that it
'was my intention to introduce snch a
measure. '1'he Bills that have been circulated leave the date a bla.nk, but I intend
wben we get into Committee to put in the date
~'December 8, 1906."
That is the date
which the Auditor-General wishes to have
inserted.
The Bill is very plain and speaks
for itself.
As bonorable members are
familiar WIth its points and the objects in
view, I will content myself with moving the
seoond reading of the Bill.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I do not wish to
take any exception to this Bill. It is on the
lines which have been advocated in this
House for a considerable tirne, but I
want to point out that I object to going
()n with Bills (by le~ve), for the simple reason
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that though honorable members do not want
to donbt tbe word of the Premier at all, there
may be questions of policy or of the structure
of some sentences involved which may have
a different effect from wha; is understood.
Therefore, I object to Bills being circulated
the moment they are to be pFl-ssed, for the
simple reason thl\t honorable members who
wish to look after the interests of the State
desire to study the Bills as closely as possible. There are three clauses to the Bin,
and the effect is to be the abolition of the
ordinary auditors in the Railway DepartInellt. I will point out one thing ill the
letter which has been read by the Premier.
The Commissioners say : The Ra.ilways Accountant, his sta.ff and "'ork, including the compila.tion, checking, a.udit, and surervision of a.ccounts a.t railway sta.tions, all we} as
the COl1tl'ol and checking of all expenditures, must
necessarily remain in the hands of the Commissioners.

The point is how far are the Commissioners
going to limit the power of the auditor who is
to be appointed. •
Mr. llENT.--This Bill provides that the
matter shall go over to the AuditorGeneral.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Then it is understood that this Bill gives complete power
to the Auditor-General, and that there is not
going to be a duplication of the cost through
the Commissioners having an extra. auditor.
If we are to have one and they are to have
another it will mean additional expenditure
and continual disagreements about the
methods adopted in the auditing of the accounts .unless complete po,Yer is given to the
Auditor-General.
Mr. BENT.-The power is ahsolutely complete.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - The AuditorGeneral, judging by his report last year, has
never had sufficient power tv get at the
accounts of the Railway Department.
Mr. BENT.-The Auditor-General pl;.epared
this Bill.
Mr. PRENDERGAS1'.-We are largely
in the hands of the Premier, who introduoed
this Bill.
Mr. BIi:N'r.-I want the Bill passed before
the Budget.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-This is not the
first, second, or third occasion on which Bills
have been brought up, circulated, and gone
on with at once, and it migbt be said this is
done to defeat keener criticism. I dare say the
Premier invites as keen criticism as possible
in connexion with the measures he introduces,
but honorable members have no time to study
the attitude they should adopt towards a Bill

1288

Railways Audit

[ASSEMBLY.]

like this when it comes up at a moment's
notice. I would suggest an adjournment
until to-morrow to expedite matters. I am
in favour of the principle in the Bill, but I
want to know how ftl.r we are to be affected
by the appointment of the auditor. Unless
the statements in the letter are challenged the
Bill will be accepted as a means for the Commissioners to claim more power than they
ought to. rrhePremier has denied that there is
anything in the Bill that will give them any
more power. I want to point these matters
ont, because I am strongly of the opinion
that tl.n aunitor should be appointed, but I
desir~ that there should be nothing to interfere with the power he should hold for the
purpose of checking completely the a.ccounts
of t.he Railway Departm8nt.
Mr. BENT.-Nothing will interfere with
his power.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I desire to support the
Premier in moving the second reading of the
Bill
rfhe Bill is simply carrying out the
wishes of the Committee or-Public Accounts,
and I cannot understand how the Commissioners should get the impression that
members of the Committee thought they
were against the chanf,{e. It is only necessary fOt· them to look at paragraph 22 of
the report of the Committee of Public
Accounts. It saysThe Ra.ilways Commissioners are strongly of
opinion that the Railways Auditor should be
entirely independent; of the Commissioners.
Several months ago they suggested to the
Honorable the Minister of Railways that that
officer should be attached to the Audit Office, and
his sa.la.ry made a charge against that office.

'rhe only difference of opinion is in regard to
the charge.
Mr. BEt\T.-The charge will go to the
Aud itor-General.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-The Bill will simply
provide for the abolition of the office of the
Railways Auditor, but as far as I call see it
does not make provision for anyone t(} act
under the Auditor·General and to report to
the A uditor-G eneral. It simply aboli:shes an
office and the anuitor under that office.
Mr. BENT.-If you look at the ~eneral
Aurlit Act of 1890 ~nd section 114 of the }{ail·
way Act }890, you will ~ee that the Bill,
while it abolishes the Rail ways Auditor, uoes
not alter the powers of the Auditor-General.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-Does that mean there
will be a gentleman appointed under the
Auditor-General to report to the AuditorGeneral 1 As I poil!t:ed out previously the
Hailway Auditor reports tothe Commissioners
or the Minister of Hailways, but he does not
report to Parliament. The Committee of

Bill.

Public Accounts felt that the gentleman who
audited the railway accounts ought to be
independent of the Railways Commissioners
and the Minister of Rail ways.
Mr. BENT.-This Bill provides that.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I am very glad to hear
it.
After hearing the statements of the
Premier that it does so, I have no doubt on
the matter.
I simply asked becallse I have
not had time to look at the question closely.
Looking at the Bill, one would simply thiI1k
that it abolished an office without making
any other provisioll. The only difficulty I
have is that there is no provision made for
the payment of the officer, and if the office
is abolished it is possible for the Rail ways
Commissioners to claim that the auditors
should be paid from the ordinary re"enue.
Mr. BEN'l'.-They have nothing to do with
it.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-The recommendation
of t he Committee of Public Accounts is that
the payments should be a charge on the
revenue of the Rail ways Commissioners. The
only other thing I would like to say is to
urge on the Premier the necessity of consolidating the different Railway Acts. There
are seven of them now.
Mr. Blun.-Somebody said to me, "Have
a rest."
.Mr. BEAZLEY.~The time that would
be spent in consolidating the Acts would be
a great saving to every member of the House.
'rhere are only seven of them now.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK. - " vVe are
seyen."
:Mr. \YAT'r. - I think the Premier is to be
congratulated 011 this Bill. It is an attempt
to wisely provide for a proper check on railway accounts before the horse leayes the
stable. There might easily have been trouble
oyer acconnts if any unfortunate misappropriation took place, and then the administrator would have been blamed for not having
taken notice of warnillgs that the acr.ounts
should have been checked by some independent body. At the same time I think the
Premier it5 not altogether guiltless in this
matter. I think he wa:s partly responsible
for the fact that the internal audit system
was altered.
Mr. BENl'.--XOt guilty.
Mr. WArfT.-Some years ago, when the
honorabl8 gentleman was Milli:ster of Rail~
ways, the auditor became associated 'with the
accountant in the H.ailway Department. Some
of us complained against that at the time,
but the honorable gentleman sanctioned it.
With reference to the remarks of the leader
of the Opposition that we are asked to do
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this in a ,snapshot way. there is a good deal
in that to one who bas not had an opportunity of looking into the matter.
The
matter is simple enough if one looks into the
sections of the Acts that were referred
to by the Premier. The Audit Act of
1890 gave the fullest powers to the Audit
Commissioners of that day to audit tbe
whole of the accounts of the State.
Then, iu the Consolidated Rail ways Act
1890, section 114 says thnt all the provisions
relating to audit shall apply to the Railways
accounts as well as to every other Department,
except as expressly provided against ill
the Act. There are no express provisions
that one can see of any importance at all
with regard to the checking of accounts.
The whole system was afterwards altered by
the Railways Act, No. 1439, which provided,
in three sections, that there should be an
~xemptiqn of the Hail ways Commissioners,
and that a fresh officer should be appointed,
who should have special duties, and so relieve to that. extent the Aliditor·Gen~ral
()f his obligations a.nd powers with respect to
ran way accounts. '1'hose three sect-iolls this
Bill repeals. It is putting the position as if
Aot No. 1439 had not been passed; consequently, the t1\'O Acts of 1890-the Audit
Aot and the Railways Aot, section 114-put
the position of the Raihvay Department
in exacdy the same situation as every
()ther Department of the State.
That
means that unless some provision is made
the Audit Office will have to ulldertu.ke the
charge of al1ditill~ the rail way accounts. It
'Will be ~\ substantial relief to the Rail ways
Commissioners, unless the Premier provides
8. special cla.use compelling an amount to be
paid out of the rail way revenue for the audit
()f the. accounts. I do llot know how ~aIly
clerks there are there, but there must be a
.great number; and if they are all to be responsible to our oue officer the charge for fees
will become an annual appropriation through
the Audit Estimates, and to that extent will
be the relief I speak of. This is not proper,
whether the proposals of the Commissionel's, as
embodied in that memorandum, are accepted
or not. With respect to those proposals, I
do not suppose any honorable member 01'
any Minister desires the Auditor-General to
check every detail of every sale of tickets at
()Ountry, snburban, or metropolitan stations.
That is not the desire, surely, of the House
or of the Department. There should be checking officers for internal routine checks, and
tbeir expense, of course, must be borne by
the Railways Commissioners; but with.
l"e8pect to the general receipts that are
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pooled in the central office in Melbourne,
and with respect to all expenditure, the
Auditor-General should be responsible for all
those lump figures.
I suppose what the
Commissioners mean is that no officer of
the Audit Department will be capable
in items of expenditure of saying' how
much should be allocated to' capital
and how much to revenue. Of course,
no officer could be, and to that extent
he must be assisted by the determill,ations of
the engineers and by the most competent
officers who allocated the amount, and when
that allocation is done, it is a matter of administration and not of checking, because
e\'en the Minister himself could not check it.
'rhe Auditor-General, or his responsible
officer, should come in and be responsible to
Parliament for the propel' checking of the
rail way accounts.
Mr. SWINBUHNE. - Do yon mean to say
that an auditor has 116) right to say what
should be debited to capital 1
Mr. W ATT.-I do not think an officer
could do so. Supposing we undertook to
rerail or regrade a line, it would be soarcely
possible to say how much of that regl'tlding
or rerailing work was necessary becau~e of
wear and tear, and, therefore, how much
should be debited to revenue. ~ 0 pure accountant could say, with any degree of
accnr<,\cy, whether a distribution proposed by
railway officers was correct or incorrect.
Mr. MACKINNoN.-Railway companies' accounts are surely audited in other countries.
Mr. WA'l'T.-'l'hey are audited, but the
Ulan who audits them is always a man with
some pl'ofessional knowledge outside of his
knowledge of finance and accounts.
Our
Auditor-General is not expected to be that
kind of man.
Mr. SWJNBURNK.-He works with them,
but can demand explanations.
Mr. MACKINNON.-I suppose that is probably the reason why the change was made
in 1896.
Mr. W ATT.-I do not think it was. It
was pure1y to suit the convenience of the
then Commissioners, and although the Commissioners now say with truth that they
recognise that the responsibility should rest
on the Auditor-General, I am perfectly clear
in my own mind from my recollection of the
facts that that was not their attitude when
the change was made in 1896.
Mr. J. CAMRRON (Gippsland East).- Supposing you regrade a line, how would you
charge that?
Mr. W ATT.-Some of it has been in 'the
past debited to capital, and some to revenue,
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and it is just on that point, as to how much
should be debited to capital and how much
to revenue, that the services of an expert
engineer, with /l. knowledge of the facts, are
neoessary, because the accountant eannot check it. Already, however, the Auditor·General has assumed certain responsibilities with respect to railway accounts,
and in his last report to Parliament there
were certain items noted in which he disputed
the calculaLious of the Hail ways Commissioners. The Minister of the time-the
presellt Premier--was so struck with the
necessity of analyzing his report and complaints, that. he reqne:;ted the Committee of
Public Accounts to hear both sides, and to
submit !\ report as to VdlO was correct. In
some cases the Allditor-General was correct, as
the Commissiollers themselves acknowledged
on examination, and on other occasions the
Auditor-General admitted that with fuller
kno\vledge he would withdraw his comments.
There mllst be some tribunal to refer disputes
of that kind to, not that that tribunal should
give expert advice or decision, but that it
should simply hear the evidence, and await
the determination of the two responsible
parties.
Mr. MACIONNON. - The Committee of
Public Accounts.
Mr. W ATT.-I do not care what tribunal
it is so long as there is one.
Let it be the
Minister, if the House likes, who will decide
whether the contention is right or wrollg.
The Jeader)f the Opposition is quite correct
in saying t hat, if the lllemoraudum of the
Commissioners will be takell letter on to mean
that we are only giving pal'tiHI responsibility
to the Anditor-Uenentl b.v this Bill, such is
not the intention of this Honse. Neither is
it the intention of the Millistel·. We ought
to locate, a~ this Bill endeavours todo, the fullest responsibility ou t he one officer to whom
Parliarnent has committed very large powers
and placed upon whose shoulders a very large
responsibility, and that man should be alone
responsible to report as to the condition of
the Railway finances to Parliament) as he is
with respect to every other Department.
The motion was agreed to.
rrhe Bill was then reao a second time, and
committed..
On clause 1 (Short title),
Mr. PRENDEHGASl' said he wished to
suggest that the Bill should he referred to
the Committee of Public Accounts for report.
It could then come on again to-morrowafternoon.
Mr. BIllNT.-I won't agree to it.
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Mr. PRENDERGAST said the Bill wafi
brought before the House through the
suggestion (1)f the Committee.
Mr. BEN'l'.-'I'he chairman has admitted
that it is all right.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the chairman
of the Committee hlld not had time to look
throngh the Bill.
Mr. HEN1.'.-I-Ie knows all about it, and so
do YOll.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he knew
nothing at all a~out it.
He was very sorry
now that the Premier obtained leave to bring
on the Bill this afternoon.
Mr. BE~T.-Oh, g'O on.
Mr. PH.E~DERGASr said there was no
" go on" about it. The matter was so important that unless honorable members paid
attention to their duties in the House
they would find themselves in difficulties
in the future. He was here to accept his
respcnsibilitles, and to work under the
sht~dow of them the whole time.
The
Treasurer was de:tling in this Bill with a.
most peculiar aspect of the question. The
Committee of Public Accounts recommended
a certain course in eonnexion with the Railway Department to fix respONsibility upon
another ~ection of the service beyoud that
which rested on it to-day. He and other
honorable members thought the present railway audit was not sufficient to compass the
de:-;ires of Parliament, and, therefore, the
Committee of Public Accounts suggested
aoother course of action. I f the Bill was
submitted to them, probably they might be
able to snggest that which the Premier himself would agree to, and would be certain to
adopt, becal!se it might be a phase of the
question overlooked up to the present in the
draftiug of the Bill. Honorable me.mbers
had not had an opportuQity of 100king
throngh the measure. Some honorable members, if not the whole of them, would not
shirk their responsibilities in connexion with
measures, and they ought to have a statement
from the Premier that this Bill would be referred to the vory Committee of the House
which exi:'lted for the purpose of dealing
with it. This was a perfectly reasonable
suggestion, which would not interrupt businest; at all, because another place did not
meet again till next week. If the Committee brought up a report that the Bill \Val:! an
right, and covered exa.ctly the demands they
had made to the House and to the Premier,
there would be no delay at all, and he 'vas
satisfied the House would pass the Bill
. unanimously. Unless that course was taken
he must protest against the Bill going
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t.hrough any further without a reference to
the Committee, in whom the House had the
utmost confidence. Naturally in this matter
the House was expressing no want of con£dence in the Premier, but the honorable
gentleman shouJd remember that he was
acting upon the suggestions made by the
Committee, and that thf>refore the Committee
:should have an opportunity of considering
the Bill, and the chairma.n of the Committee should be enabled to express his
<>pinion to the House after consideration by
the Committee, in order to assure the House
that the responsibilities would be placed in
the right direction by the Bill.
He
assumed tha.t the Rail ways Commissioners
bad had an opportunity of seeing the Bill.
If that was the case they then wrote a memorandum declaring that they wanted respon;8ibility in a certain direction.
Mr. BENT.-That memorandum was written
<>n 9th December last.
Mr. PH.ENDEH.GAST said in that case
he assumed the Commissioners had not seen
the Bill.
Mr. BENT..-They have not.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he could not
understand why the Treasurer wanted to
put the Bill through in a hurry. The
honorable gentleman said he wanted it
through before the Budget speech was dp.livered, but he supposed it was evident on
the face of it that the honorable gentleman
was not going to deliver the Budget tomorrow. He noticed that the honorable
~entleman was "oyster" on that point. III
any case the Bill would not gu throllgh
another place before next week, so that
the honorable gentleman was gaining nothing
by rushing the Bill through this week by le~ve.
He did not object in the first place because
be had assumed that the matter had been considered by the Committee of Public Accounts,
but now he must protest against the Bill
being proceeded with any further to-day.
Mr. BENT said he did not admit that
the matter was rushed at all. He had a
letter from the chairman of the Committee
-of Public Accounts, and it would be found
that the Bill was exactly what was reCODlmended. He had already stated that the
Bill had been prepared by the AuditorGeneral, and he had that officer's certificate
with him. This was what the Chairman of
the Committee of Public Accounts siated : -
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the Ra.ilwa.ys Auditor, in accordance with section
IS of Act No. 1439, to be forwarded to the Committee at the earliest opportunity.

That was done.
The section referred to requires the Ra.ilways
Auditor to bring under your notice any irregula.rity
in the account~, and also any case in which any
portion of the cost of maintenance or the expense
of working the railways ha.s been charged to a.ny
loan authori~ed by Parliament for the construction
of railwa.ys.

That was done.
It wa.s suggested by the Committee in its reo
port last yea.r-

There was llOt much hurry about it, thereforetha.t legislation should be introduced making the
Rail ways Auditor an officer of the Audit Office-

That was what he had done in this Billand empowering him to report the result of his investigations to the State Auditor~General, so that
the latter migltt, if he thought fit, bring any mal;ter so reported under the a.ttention of Parliament.
Pending such legislation the Committee would b.
grea.tly obliged if you would kindly cause a copy
of any reports received ill the meantime by you
from the Railways Auditor, under section IS of
Act No. 1439, to be supplied to the Committee.

He had done everything be had been asked
to do. He had had the Bill prepared by the
Auditor-General, and be had that officer's
certificate. vYhere, then, was the rush? The
matter was so simple that any child could
understand it, and the leader of the Opposition was not a child. He hoped the honorable member would withdraw his objeotion,
and that the Bill would be proceeded with.
He would not rush anything that required
considerat.ion.
Mr. W ATT.-Only the Licensing Bill.
Mr. COLECHIN proposed the following
new sub-clause:The Auditor-General shall hereafter ha.ve full
power and control to a.udit the whole of the
a.ccounts of the Railways Commissioners.

Mr. BENT.-I will not agree to it. It is
proposals like this that make some of our
Bil1s failures.
~Ir. COLECHIN said there was a doubt
in reference to the payments, and in reference to control.
Mr. MACKINNON.-You are insinuating
that a Bill is introduced to abolish auditicg
altogether.
Mr. COLE CHIN said that the right of
some oue else was being taken away.
Mt·. SWINRURNE.-There is dual control. .
Mr. COLECHIN s~id it had been stated
I ha.ve the honour, at the instance of the Com- that these two officers had been complaining,
mittee of Public Accounts, which is inquiring into and they sent in their demands to the Gotlle Railway accounts, to request you to be so good vernment.
How could it be said that some
as to cause copies of any reports made during the
their
la.st three years to you as Minister of Railway"! by difficulty might not arise as to
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payments~ The'Judges of the Supreme Court these Acts had to rest on the assurance of the
had often said that the intention of Parlia- Premier. Finaucial Bills were nearly alwa.ys
ment should be expressed in the measures pushed through all stages at the one sitting~
passed. 'J.'here was a doubt in regard to this but there was no urgent necessity to put
Bill as stated by the hOllorable member for this mea.sure through to-night. The assurance of the Premier that the Auditor-General
Essendon.
Mr. VYATT.-I expressed no doubt, but I had prepared the Bill reconciled him (M r.
Beazley) to a large extent to it. Members.
asked for another clause about payments.
Mr. COLECHIN said that his proposal knew how strong that officer was that an
would embrace that. The Auditor-General alteration should take place, and that caused
might be in doubt as to whether he could him (Mr. Beazley) to believe that the Bill
was satisfactory. It was only fair that the
ferret out certain things.
Mr. l:;oLI.Y.-Is there any chance of allY Committee of Public Accounts should have
bonuses this year 1
an oPIDortunity of looking over snch Bills beMr. COLECHIN said he did not kl1.ow.
fore they were brought before the House.
. Mr. BI<:N'l'.-vVill you look at it during theMr. GA UNSON said he did llOt understand what the honorable member for Gee- dinn(;r hOlll'? If so, I will postpone it until
long liletlnt by his proposal. He did not then.
suppose that honorable members understood
Mr. BEAZLEY said he would ue very glad
it, or that the proposer himself under~tood to do so.
it. 1t was not apparently within the order
Progress was then reported.
of leave. He .had heard the Premier say that
the intention was to abolish the office of AD:\HNISTH.ATION AKD PROBA'J.'~~
DUTIES.
Railways Auditor and transfer that office from
theRailwH.Y Department to the Audit DepartThe House having resolved itself into
ment. As representative of the Public Officers, Committee of vVays and Means,
be knew that there were difficulties in regard
Mr. BENT movedto making such tra.nsfers, and that it was said
That Part V. of the Administration and Prohate
that persons transferred from the Rail way Act 1890 as amended by the Administration and
Deptl.rtment to the Public Sen'ice were not Probate Act 1903 ana the Administration and Prolegally transferred. If that was so he hoped bate Act 1903 (No.2) slmll apply to the real a.nd
personal estate of eyery person dying between the
the Premier would be good enough to have 31st day of Deceml,er, 1906, amI the 1st day of
the matter rectified.
JIl,nuary, 1908, and to all persons liable to pay any
duty in respect thereof.
Mr. BENT.-He is to be provided for.
Mr. UAUNSON said he wonld not be He said it was intended to re-enact the
amongst the public servants.
present probate duties. He would only take
Mr. lhN'l'.-It does not take him Ollt of the formal resolution and the first reading of
the service at any rate.
the Bill at this stage.
He would then postMr. GAUNSON said that" if there was pone the matter until another day-toanything in the point., he hoped the Premier morrow, perhaps.
would attend to it.
Mr. \V ATT remarked that he had, of
Mr. BE~'l'.-All right.
course, heard the Premiel' say that he did
Mr. BEAZLEY said he thought the Pre- not intend to. proceed with this matter any
mier must see that there was something in further than the primary stages. H\l wanted
the contention of the leader of the Opposi- to make an appeal for an alteration ill the
tion, not that the Committee of Public Ac- duties for the coming year. so that honorable
counts were yery anxious to get work to members should not commit themselves at
do, but when they made recommenda.tions this or any stage to the position in which
it would be convenient for them to see the they found themsel ves to-day. He thought,
Bills. He was sure the honorable gentlem~n ill view of t he state of the finances, that the
must admit that it was impossible to under- old exemption originafly in force should
stand the effect of the measure without re- be adopted. On small estates up to £ 1,000
ferring tD certain Acts.
there should be no duty payable at all,
Mr. BI<:NT.-They were referred to by the except when the State was suffering uuder
honorable memher for Essenclon.
. stress of circnmstances, and had to meet its
Mr. BEAZLEY said the honorable mem- creditors, as had been the case in years gone by.
ber for Essendoll did refer to them, and All over the world honorable members would
showed a pretty filII kuowledge considering see a tendency in democratic commuuities t ()
the short time at his disposal, but those who give exemption for smaller estates. \Vhen
had not hud the opportunity of refening to an estate of £1,000 was cnt into five or six
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smaller estates, the legatees had to bear a
heavy charge. He would conteut himself by
appealing to the Premier to reconsider the
question of charging probate duty on estates
under £1,000.
Mr. PRENDERGAST observed that he
intended to facilitate this proposal up to
the point mentioned by the Premier. rrhere
would then be an opportunity afforded of
looking into the DJatter. He did not want a
proposal for charging duty on small eshues,
on which heavy charges might be made, to
get through without consideration, and he
intended to deal with the question at another
stage.
Mr. MACKINNON stated he would like
to urge the Premier to let these little estates
down lightly. '1 he tax on small estates
since 1893 had become a heavy one, and the
necessity of complying with the proba.te
officer's requirements threw a considerable
expense in the way of costs, valuation fees,
and that sort of thing on small estates. It
was only when one had to handle a small
estate that one fonnd what a very heavy toll
the State levied on sllch estates. He did not
think the Premier fully realized how very
severely this was felt by beneficiaries in these
small estates. He was quite with the hOllorable gentleman in desiring to see some of the
larger estates which could bear it pay largel'
rates, but he thought the honorable gentleman would be well advwed at the present
juncture of thf' State finances to make the
charge much lighter for smull estates. By
doing this, the hon<nable gentleman would
be giving a great deal of relief, and save a·
number of poo)' people, in many cases, from
heavy expense.
Mr. BOYD observed that he took the
same objection on this matter as he had taken
to t.he introduct.ion of the Income Tax Bill,
which he held should not be introduced before the Budget was delivered. '''" hen these
extra probate dnties were imIJosed by t.he
late Mr Shiels, it was promised that. they
were to be for one year only, and what was
now proposed .was a distinct violation of the
pledge then given. An indncement was held
out to Parliament in that way to give its
consent to what it considered an unfair
thing, except under the peculiar circumstances then prevailing.
Bur, for that
understanding the Government would not
have ~ot the consent of the House to what
was then done. Under that pledge, and in
view of the peculiar circumstances then
prevll.iling, and the statement that what was
asked for was an absolute necessity, the in_
creased rates were granted by Parliament.
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Ever since then t here bad been specious
excuses for continuing them, although there
had been a succession of large surpluses.
This, he tllOught, .vas manifestly ullfllir.
Before the Honse assisted any Government
to pass their Financial Bills, honorable
members should be in the position of knowing
what the financial position was. In a year
when there would be a large surplns following on a succession of surpluses, to introduce
a Bill to maintain the same rat es was, heconsidered, unfair. He regarded it as unco[}stitutional for the TreasUl er to ask for
revenue before the House knew what thelIeeds of the year would be.
Mr. BENT.·-Will you look it up and see
whether it is unconstitutional1
Mr. BOYD said it was unconstitutional.
Mr. BENT.-I will not say you are wrong,
but only a little mistaken. It is not unconstitutional at all.
Mr. BO YD said it was dist.inctly unconstitutional. The granting to the Treasurer of
certain supplies was for the purpose of meeting the ordinary needs of the year j and how
could Parliflment intelligently say that this
sum of money, or any other SUIll of mOlley,
should be voted to the Treasurer before it
was known what the Treasurer's needs fo1'
the year were 1 By passing this resolution
the House would prac~ically be granting certain taxation. That was wha,t it meant,
and this was being done while the House did
not know whether the money was required or
Hot. The Treasurer's proposal was a manifest inj ustice ta the beneficiaries of estates of
people who might die during the year. It
was distinctly unfair, and he would enter his.
prot/!st against it.
Mr. McCUTCHEON obsel"Yed that hewished to make a remark with regard to.
what he might term a picce-meal Budget.
In "iew of the fact that the returns or
revenue fOl' the first two months of the CUl1a..
rent financial year showed an enormous in....
crease on the retUfl1H of the corresponding
period of last year, he failed to see wby the
Goyernment should require to keep up such
heavy probate duties as had been charged during the last two or three years. He thought it
reasonable that he should ask the l'reasurer
to consider this matter.
Mr. GAUNSON remarked that he was
not a member of the Committee of Public
Accounts, and did not know much about
pounds, shillings, and pellee.
He thought
the Premier would have to keep his hands
tight on every penny he could ~et, because
the t illle was not far off, if the water
drinkerd had their way, w hen we should lose
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'£1,000,000 or £2,000,000 of revenue.
Where was that rev~nue to come from,
except through direct taxation on the
people ill some shape or f(')rm 1 He did not
want to say one word about the Administration and Probata Duties Bill. He noticed that
, Gibbon stated tha.t the taxation ill the Roman
Empire ,vas 5 per cent, and that only in an
exceptional year was it 10 per cent.; and that
writer pointed out that if the taxation .,;as
10 per cent.,one only wanted ten removals of
the property ill order to mop np the whole
capital and sweep the whole property into
the State Treasury.
Mr. Eu,[sLII<:.-Confiscation.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not know
whether it was confiscation. If honomble
members wanted to confiscate rroperty gene·
rally, they should do it at one swindle.
Although what the Treasurer proposed might
be said to be piece-meal legislation and piece·
meal taxation, and all the rest of it, he
thonght that, on the whole, it would be
pretty genem.lly admitted that the 'I'reasnrer
knew more about his work than the honora.ble members who belonged to the Committee of Public Accounts. He objected to the
honorable gentleman being lectured and
hectored on the floor of the House by honorable members who, instead of trying to
assist him in the Committee of Public Accounts, tried to block him.
The motion wa3 agreed to, and the resolution was repOl·ted to the House and adopted.
ADMINISTRATION AND PHOBATE
DUTIES BILL.
Authority having been lZiven to Mr. Bent
.and Mr. Swinburne to bring in a Bill to
.carry out the resolution.
Mr. BENT brollght up a Bill " relating
to duties payable under the Administration
and Prohate Acts," aud moved that it be
read a first time.
The motion was agreed to} and the Bill
was read a first time.
LICE~SING

BILL.

1'he debate (adjourned from August. 30)
on Mr. Bellt'~ motion for the second reading
of this Rill was resumed.
Mr. ANSTEY.-I was very sorry to see
in t.he morning papers that the Minister of
'Vatel· Supply is addicted to strong drink.
Of course, I understand that t.hat is only in
moctemlioll, but since the st.atement is made
in the daily press. I presume we can take it
as con·ect. But as we are now dealing with
a very important subject, I would like to
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warn the Minister of Water Supply to be
very careful, because desire grows with what
it feeds Oll, and drillk is an adder that
biteth, amI the honurable gentleman ought
to set a. good example lest he become insane
or criminal.
Mr. SWINBuRN~.-According to your views
the other day. the more you drink the more
intellectual you become.
\fr. A~STEY.-I say it applies both
ways. I finished. the other evenIng by
making some reference to the clubs of this
country. I was pointiug out that the association oi men in clubs, or in allY form of
collective ownership, had a much better influence in the direction of temperance than
any policy of restriction or prohibition, and
while I gave some illustrations to disprove
the statement that these clubs wore great
drinking institutions, I pointed out that, so
far as t.he working men's clubs in this city
were cvncerned, the men associated with
them are infinitely more temperate, and spend
iufillitely less upon drink than do t.he men,
women, and childt"en of this country when
taken as a whole. ~ow, a petition hcts been
presented to the House this afternoon from
Mildura, wherein the facts which I set forth
in relation to the working-men's' clubs of this
cit.y are borne out by the experience gained
in the working of t he clubs at Mildura. The
honorable member for Swan Hill has
favoured me with a telegram which he has
received from Mildura, showing that in the
year 1903 the arrests for drunkenness in
that place numbered eleven, among a population of 4,000; that in the followin~ year
the number was seven, and that the arrests
for this year, up to the present date, are only
t.hree. I propose now to briefl'y go back
over the ground which I covered on Thursday last.
:First of all, I explained what
would be my attit.ude, and how I inte1lded to
vote upon variolls propositions brought for·
ward in this Bill. I think I made it plain,
or I endeavoured to make it ph-l.iu, that in
my opinion these so· called vested rights are
entit led to very little consideratiun, for the
simple reason that vested rights are very
often vested wrongs; but I have a great
nmount of· consideration for the unvested
ri~ht of the community to do whatsoever it
thinks fit tor the welfare and the happiness
of the people of whom the community is
composed. It may be that I do not agree
with the purposes to which tbe community
may think fit to apply the machinery of
government. Nevertheless, I clearly recognise
the right of the community to do wrong as
well as to do right, and therefore I endeavoured
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to show that 1 am clearly a supporter of the

Bill ..

for Parliament the local Labour Party printed
principle of local option, provided the local extracts from my speeches.
Dealillg with
option is definitely expressed so a8 to carry the liquor question I saidout the views of the people. Now, I hold the
I vote against limited Sunday trading, whether
opinion tha.t there are various methods of it be for puh .. or grocery, or tobacconist. If either
dealing with the drink traffic. I am on:e of one or the other care to trade they take the risk.
not believe that open or shut it would diminish
those who b'elieve in clubs instead of "pubs." Iordo
extend the trade one iota, any more than ha.lf·
I believe in any form of collective ownership pas .. eleven means the last drink. I want to see
in relation to the drinking habits of our intempera.nce diminish aDd sobriety increase, but I
people, and I think it is infinitely better and •do nOli helieve tha.t you will accomplish your object
more capable of prodm:ing good than thQse by making every publican c\. suspect. If I were a
man with the influence of powerful churches and
institutions which are run solely for the pur- temperance aS80cia.tions, I should say-D(·n't lel us
pose of priva.te profit. That is my opinion. spend our time a.nd energies in trying to crimina.lize
I do not argue that I am right; I may be the publican. Let us use our influence with the
wrong.as to this method of dealing with the Government and the munil'ipalilies to provide
counter attractions in every district, public gym·
liquor tra.ffic, but I do affirm that if there is nasia., recreation grounds, a.nd other places, where
a majority of people iu any locality who hold the young men can meet and associate without
opinions identical with my own, the principle cost.
of local option should be wide enough. to
Mr. GAUNSON.-What is to beoome of the
enable them to carr'y out their ideas so as to old men?
deal with drink in the interests of the com·
Mr. ANSTEY.-Let them go there and
munity.
become young again.
Mr. vVATT.-What if you are in a
Mr. WA'l'T.-Imagine the Premier on the
minority?
Mr. ANSTEY.-I Raid a majority. If horizontal bar!
Mr. ANSTEY.-On tbat oocasion I went
there is a majority in favour of the present
drink traffic, well and good, but if there 011 to sayis a ma.jority who believe with me that the
When you !lave clone tha.t, yon ha.ve done so:rne>drink traffic should be dealt with collectively, thing practica.l towards the decrea.se of the drink
either by the State or by the municipalities, traffic.
and that the traffic should be controlled in
Mr. WA'l"l.'.-That speech has been subin that wav. then that majority should have edited, I think.
the power ·of expressing its particular set of
Mr. ANSTEY.-I know it has. Wh,
ide~.
not? That was my attitude distinctly, and
Mr. GAUNSON.-Do you hold the opinion holding tbat opinion I have to take not only
that the majority is to rule withou~ any the Bill, but I have to rememher that when
limit ~
the Bill is disposed of the driuk question reMr. ANSTEY.-I will take that attitude mains. The drink question is as wide as the
distinl,tly. What else can I do ~
world, and it da.tes back for a great many
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Then what do you say on years. Many countries have tried to dea.l
the question of religion ~
with it. If I hold a very strong opinion that
Mr. ANSTEY.-I say I have affirmed, the mere limitation of establishments is not
time after time, that on all questions rel~tillg the right road to its soluti&n, I believe that
to this world the democracy has ~ right to history fully justifies me in that opinion. I
gOTern, but on any question affecting the re- also know that many public men of great exlations between man and God, where coo- perience hllve held the same opinion. An
'science comes into play, democracy bas no men, no matter of what shade of opiuion, he.
right to interfere.
lieve that drink is an iniquity, that it is a
Mr. WATT.-Has the majority a right to great disease, and that when it grips hold of
hang the minority?
the brains of a man it is bad for the man himMr. ANSTEY.-Yes, certainly.
self and for his family. To that extent we are in
Mr. W AT'r.-You will be another Robes- unison, but when wecome to the methodof s()lu~
pierre some day.
tiOll may we not widely differ without being
Mr. ANSTEY.-I simply say that the only any the less desirons of advancing the true in.
right all the world over is might, and when terests of the coun trv? 1 also believe it ..
you have not got might you have no right.
the duty of the co,;mllnity to take such
Mr. W.A'f'l'.-Both you and the Minister of steps as m~y be tnought tlesirable for the
Water Supply are rev01utionists.
snppression of this traffic, and if 1 could
Mr. AN S TEY.-Then the honorable gen tle- honestly believe that any form of prohibition
man is in good oompany. When I first f\tood or restrictioll would annihilate the drink
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traffic no one would give a stronger support
Bnt I cannot see eye to
eye with those who hold thttt opinion; there
the roa.ds separa.te. I believe that we ought
to take' other matters into consideration, and
look at the qnestion from a wider point of
vil'\\'. Wheu ( come to look at this subject,
I pick up the litemture of the temperance
pR.rty. I WH.nt to know if they Ntn ad vancG,
any argnment ,. .·hich can sweep aw.a.y the
call victiolls I have held for mallY years.
I ask them what is the end for whieh they
aim r They say, "A sober community."
(
say, "That is also my object. On that point
we are in unison." 'rhey say, "'rhere is only
olle method." I ask, " What method?" They
say, "Suppression." I say," I c:umot see
that that woula be snecessfnl." 'l'hey say,
,I The evils of drink are apparent."
J agree
with that. 'rhey say, "All the insanity and
crime and poverty f)f the world are the products of d !'iuk." Nay, ono temperance man
in Bl'l1l1swiek saia, "Carry this Bill, prohibit drinking, and the othet' que:;tions will
solve themselves." May I not disagree with
that, :\11'. Spea.ker 1 If I could accept that
~octrille, tl~en ( might say all our social legislation is a waste of energy. It would simply
mean that all that is necessary to solye the
pt'dblenH) of crime and insanity, and to bring
ahout happiness 011 earth Hnd the kingdom
of God, is to abolish drinking. Well, "Mr.
Spell.ker, you ca.n quite understand tpat
1, n.8 a h\bonrite, do not believe that
the al.nihilation of the drink tmtJic will
solve all the other questions. In rega.rd
to the four questions of crime, insanity,
drink, the first
three
poverty, and
things are not the offspring of the fourth,
bnt the four things are brothers and sisters
arising ont of une common origin; and when
yon have got down to the conditions at the
r\)ot of all these evils, you will be aDle to find
the ultimate solution not only of drink, but
of crime, insanity, poverty, and all the other
curses of modern civilization. It can be
understood why I, as a labourite, cannot
a,'ree that the aunihilation of drink will
. s;l ve all these things, because, if I accepted
th~\t doctrine, I woula have to cease to be a
labourite, and have to practically cease to hold
all the views which I hold so strongly on
ind,\strialism, on the la.nd question, and on
other subjects. I would have to think that
all our time is spent tinkering, because
we have avoided the solution that is so
apparent. There are some communities where
the people are abstainers by religion. The
Mq,hommedans have been abstainers for
centuries, and in the sCl\le of civilization they
of it than myself.

Mr. Anstey.

Bill.

are exactly where Mahomet left them. I do
not argue that poverty is the result of drink
any more than I am prepared to argue that
you will always find cholera where you will
find dirt. We all know that the bubonic
plague and cholera have their origin ill dirty
conditions, although some persons w 110 live
in dirt may not be affected. Since all those
persons who will not accept the doctrine of
the other side are anathema, and since we are
all to be obliterated from Parliament, I
simply propose to take this opportunity
of offering
my
last
dyiug
speech
and confession.
'Vho are the persons
fol' and against the Bill ~ There are honorable
members sitting behind the Government who
are strongly avowed opponents of the Bill,
and the majority of honorable members
who sit behind the party re~'resenting Labour
have avowed thetm;elves lJretty well as sUlJporters of the Bill in regard to the maiu
question. And yet there have been insidious and disguised efforts for weeks past to
contaminate the miud of the public and make
people believe that the only opponents of
true temperance, and the ollly supporters of
the publican party, is ODe pu,rticlllar set of
men known as the Labour l-'arty ill politics.
I do not believe in a policy of restriction,
and since the Minister of Water Supply went
back some 150 years to t.ell ns of some poor
little district in Great Britain where the rates
increased from something like Is. to 12s. as
soon as there were two hotels erected, I may
also take what I suppose will be my last opportunity to say what 1 think on the subject.
In the first place, it seems that drinking is as
ancient as civilization, and so also are the
efforts to suppress it. Centuries before Christ
lived the Chinese sought to increase the
sobriety of their people by crushing out the
wine presses aud tearing up their vines. Greece
under Lycurgus also tore up its vines, and under
Draco drunkenness was made punishable with
death. Yet they did not sncceed in sweeping
it away. The Carthaginians prohibited drink~
iug in the camps, and yet they found the
greatest difficulty in suppressing the consumption of liquor. In fact, it has always
been fOllnd that where the virns of drink is
in the veins of a man, he will find some way
of procuring it; and if men do not drink
t.hey will very often take some narcotic,
just as prominent exponents of temperancewho talk abont the weakness of men who
drink-stultify themselves with morphia,
while other a.(l vocates of abstinence pursue
the old out-of-date practice of stuffing themsel ves with snuff. They talk of the vices of
other men, but cannot conquer their own.

Licensing

ttl

SEPTEMEER., 1906 .]

Again, the Saxons of England were great
beer eaters.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-1:Iear, hear. That is the
expression "beer-eaters."
Mr. ANSTEY.-Fuller, in his Chu,rch
History of G?'eat Britain, said that the
Saxons, at the time of the conquest, were
effete with the crime of drunkclIuess and
wilh the druukenness of crime; but bad as
they were, the Norman invaders who took
their place, were little better than those who
spoke the language of the conq nered. Then
came the period in English history when the
Lollards spoke the gospel of social emancipation, and when men asked themselvesWhen Ada.m delved, and Eve span,
vVho was then the gentleman ~

1'hey had high objects in view: and they
wrung from the kings aIHl barons of England
somethin~ like indnstrial liberty.
This was
the period in English history that has been described by Thorold Hogers as "the golden age"
of English labour. At that time ale was
c.:>mmon, but it was more common in its use
thau in its abuse.
Then came the time
when the nobility of England tore itself to
piec'es in the Wars of the Roses, when there
was a new world opening out, when the passage to the I ndies W~\.3 discovered by Vasco
di <.lama. A group of newadventnrers-the
old sea pira~es-developed a new pcuty of
a.ristocracy in England.
Then came a
period of agrarian Jaws, when the yoomanry
was swept from the soil into tbe cities be·
cause it was found more productive to put
the soil to the ~razing of sheep, to cultivate
wool to feed the looms of Flanders, than to
cultivate English men and English women.
During that period men were without homes,
murder increased, crime increased, dnmkenness increased: These t.hings were the
result of the self-same iniquitous conditions;
and the people followed the Scriptural in.j uncti(m : Let 1 he poor driuk and forget their poverty, and
remember their misery no more,

People were executed by hundreds. The
old hi8torian, Harrison, one of the historians
of the time of Elizabeth, said that these
~agabondd, these strolling scoundrels, were
executed by hundreds~they were eaten up
by the gallows. And yet they could not repress either murder, or crime, or drink. One
of the first enactments of Edward VI. was
that the laws should be execnted with less
pity and less mercy than they had been
executed with previously.
" Drunkenness,"
said the King, "was extreme, and it prevented
men doing their work as they shonld for their
masters." When I hea,r people taking no
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higher ground· than that the poor man could
do more work if he did not drink, I am reminded that the real idea is that the animal
cannot produce sufficient work if he drinks.
Another law was passed under which men
who were found drnnk were stamped with a
V, for" vagabond." If they offended again
they were sometimes stamped on their foreheads with S, for" slave':' and made slaves
for life. If they were not satisfied with the
condition in life in which it had pleased their
wickedness and drunkenness to place them
they were hanged by the neck until they
were dead. Harrison says there were something like twenty-four orders of these ·vaaa.
bonds, during his period. There were fourt:en
orders of male vagabonds, and nine of female
va.gabonds. He says they had devised a
hl.llguage of their own, made up of many
quaint words, which they called canting.
The devisor thereof was hanged by the
lleck also, a. goodly hint, adds the histOl'ian, to an of like profession. Not only
nnder Henry VIII., but under the 'rudol's
generally, we had a people that \vere besotted
with drink, and all the punisl~ments inflicted on them did no good. We come then
down tu the time of the Puritans, who put
the most l'igid laws into execution for the
reprel:)sion of drink.
Nevertheless, we learn
that the troops of Monk were constantly
drunk,andnoefiortthe authorities conldmake,
could make them sober. Under Charles II.
we had the reaction from that period, when
the people went into the utmost excesses,
and when the nobility went out, banded
together as Mohawks, and thought it real
good sport to take some poor wayfarer by ·the
neck and bash his nose against H. wall until
it was flattened, or to gouge his eyes out.
'Val pole passed restriotive legislation and also
imposed heavy licence-fees in the hope that,
by prohibitive taxatiQn, he would be able to
sweep the traffic out of existence. All those
measures have absolutely failed. It is evident that not ridicule, Ilor punishment,
imprisonment, nor death itself, has ever been
able to sweep aW~J that disease when it was
in the veins of the people.
Mr. GAu~soN.-Is it a disease ~ Are
you not putting it too strongly 1
Mr. W A.TT.-I should like to hear you on
the drinking customs of the Scotch.
Mr. ANSTEY.-The Minister of Water
Supply referred to the two public-houses
that were in existence in a certain part of the
old country, and Isaid-" This brought in a
terribly bad condition of things. Their rate5
went up and they were poverty-stricken."
Mr. ~WINBURNE.-I Si1l1ply quoted Wrbb,
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Mr. ANSTEY.-At that time I said, by
way of interjection, that that wai resulting
from the factory system of the period, and
the honorable member for Essendon found
me a better sentence when he said it was the
transformation of the industrial conditions
that was bringing it about. Disraeli once
saidIf it be a. sounJ principle in the investigation of
historical transactions to be careful in discriminating the cause from the pretext, there is scarcely
any subject in which the a.pplication of this principle is more fert.ile in results.

As we ha'le heard in the case of Mr. Gladstone, quoted by the honorable member for
Albert Park, while he held, as most public
men do, the drink traffic in abhorrence when
it was guilty of excesses, he also strongly
held the opinion which I hold, that the mere
limitation of hotel numbers, when it pretends
to the honour of a remedy, is little more than
an imposture. That is an opinion I can
fairly claim to hold side by side with Mr.
Gladstone and other prominent men in relation to the solutiQn propounded. Disrueli,
fifty years after the period which the
Minister for Water Snpply Rpoke cr, wrote a
book called ~:ljbi/, in which he described the
conditions of the peoflle of England at that
time. The only solution that we are offered
of this evil period is that the whole thing
was the outcome of drink.
Mr. SWINBURNl<~.-I think you are
mistaken as to my application of the quotation I made. I was showing how local option
was exercised without compensation, even
then.
Mr. AXSTEY.-That is sufficient for me.
The Miuister for Water Supply went back
] 50 years for an illustration to show that
local option was not new, but the proposals
in this Bill are that local option shall be
applied in a particular way, and that the
only way it shall apply is in the power of
The Bill proposes that the
restriction.
people shall not be ahle to use this
machinery in any other than the one particular form-the policy of restrictiollwhereas I say I should like to see them
use that machinery not in the way of restric·
tion, but in building up municipallycontrolled institutions, where the people can
satisfy their drink cravings, if they want to,
and where the business can be better
regulated.
That is the distinction.
As
the Ministet· went back 150 years for
an instance of local option, is he also prepared to take history as a proof of the sounclness or faultiness of restriction ~ History
will not justify the policy of restriction, bnt
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rather has demonstrated its universal failure.
Disraeli, in the book to \\' hich I just referred,
described the transformation of the industrial
conditions of England of that time. He
drew a. picture of the ha.ud-loom weaver.
This is what the man saysTwelve hours of daily labour at the rate of ld.
each hour; and even t his labour is mortgaged r
How is this to end? Is it rather not ended? I
cannot sell my loom at the price of old firewood,
and it cost me gold. It is not vice that has brought
me to this, nor indolence, nor imprudenct:'.

'Vas not thiR man wrong '? Must he llOt have
been in that condition throngh drink? Of
course he was. 'rhere was only one rnode of
salvation-" Stop his beer."
I was horn .to labour, and I was ready to labour.
I loved my. loom, and my loom loved me, it
gave J:ne a cottage in my native village, surrounded
by a garden, of whose claims on my solicitude it
was not jealous. There was time for both. It
gave me for l\ wife the maiden that I had ever
loved, and it gathered my children round my
hearth with plenteousness and peace. I was COlltent. I sought no other lot. It is not adversity
that makes me look back upon the past with
tenderness. Then why am I here? 'Vhy am I and
600,000 subjects of the Queen, honest, loyal, and
industrious, why are we, after ma.nfully strug~ling
for years, and each year sinking lower in the scale.
why are we driven from our innocent and happy'
homes, our country cottages that we loved, first to
bide in close towns without comforts, and gradually to crouch into cellars, or find l\ squalid lair
like this without even the common necessaries of
existence; first the ordinary conveniellces of life,
then raiment, and at length food, Yanishillg from
us?
It is that the capitalist ha q found a slave that
has supplanted the labour and ingenuity of ma.n.
Once he was an artisan; at the best he now only
watches machines; and e"ell that occupation
slips from his grasp to the woman and the child.
The capitalist flourishes, he amasses immense
wealth; we sink lower and lower, lower than the
heasts of hurthen ; for they are fed better th'an we
are, cared for more. And it is Just, for according
to the present system they are more precious. And
yet they tell us that the interests of capital and of
labour are identical. If a society that has been
created by labour sllcldenly becomes independE'nt
of it, tha.t Rociety is bound to maintain the race
whose Olily property is III bour. out of the proceeds
of that other property, which has not ceased to be
producLive. When the class of the nobility were
supplanted in France, they did not amount ill
number to one-third of us hand-loom weavers; yet
all Europe went t.o ' ....ar to avenge their wrongs,
every state suhscribed to maintain them in their
adver~ity, and when they were restored to their
own country, their own land supplied them with a.n
immense indemnity. \Vho cares for us? Yet we
. have lost our estates. 'Who raises a voice for us?
Yet we are at least as innocent as the nobility of
France. \Ve sink among no sighs except our own.
And if they give Ui:! sympf~thy, what then? Sym·
pathy is the solace of" the poor; but for the rich
there is Compensation.

I disagree with the only explanatic-)l1 offered
of these great problems of modern society
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by temperance parties, who put them all
down to the one cause-Ie Drink"-and tell
us that when we have grappled with that
one problem, all other questions are going to
be solved. Disraeli, in another pass!lge,
says : . . . the people were better clothed, better lodged,
and bet.ter fed j nst befol'e the Wars of the Roses
than they are a.t this moment. We know how an
English pea.sant lived in those times. He ate
flesh every day, he never drank water, was well
housed, and clothed in stout woollens. Nor a.re
the Chronicles necessary to tell us this. The Acts
of Parliament from the Plantagenets to the Tudors
tea.ch us alik.e the price of provisions and the rate
of wages, and we see in a moment that the wages
of those days brought as much sustenance and
comfort as a reasonable man could desire.

Less t.han fifty years ago, Mr. Sadleir, speaking of the conditions of England in those
days, said in the House of CommonsThe great increase of. debauchery cannot be
denied. Many of the mills are little better than
brothels. The science of human physiology has been
disgustingly advance;, having been able to demonstrate how extremely Ilear the confines of actnal
childhood t,he human female can become a mother.

Jf that was the condition of the England of
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Mr. ANSTEY.-I got the information
from the Reverend Dawson Burns' History of
Temperance.
Mr. MURRAY.-What is the attitude of
that Church now'~
Mr. ANSTEY.-It is the only redeemer
of the country. '1'here has been a great
change in the temperance ID()Vement j there
has been a great ad vance in it since that
time. In the early part of the eighteenth
centnry 90 gallons of beer per head per
annum was consumed, but we Imow that the
consumption has been considerably reduced.
Will the temperance party claim the credit
for it? I venture to say they cannot. The'
temperance movement was only the symptom
of a great movement working through society,
and which brought about great changes in
England. In every community sobriety has
increased because of the improvement of the
social conditions of the people. I do not say
that temperance advocacy has not had good
reRults, but that it has achieved any permanent good in the government of a couotry I
venture to deny, because it; has not affected
the ~ocial conditions of the people. It is
only in proportion as these conditions are affected that a change for the better takes place.
Mr. vVATT.-W·ould you say thfl.t the
poorer the community the more drink is consumed 1
Mr. ANSTEY.-That proposition will not
stand ..
Mr. MURRAY.-Is it not a fact that the
more prosperous a country is the gre&.ter the
drink bill ?
Mr. ANSTEY. - No hard-and-fast rule
C3: n be laid down. No man can say that
drunkenness produces crime or poverty, or
tha.t poverty produces drunkenness uS a
general rule. They are concurrent evils, and
flow from a common source.
Mr. WA'l'T.-But excess of drinking is
harmful to the individual, and therefore to
the nation.
:Mr. ANSTEY.-Yes. Wilkie Collins'novel,
The New Magdalen, describes the condition
of Englishmen after the time of the FrancoPrussian war, and pictnres the Magdalen
where she says-" I stand in the pillory
of my past life, and I ask myself whether I
a.m alto~ether to blame." 1'be author tells us
how, because he asked for better conditions
among the rural classes of England, the par.
son, Julian Gray, was banished from his
parish. I n one passage of the novel J nlian
Gray describes the condition of the rnral
workers thus : -

that time, what else could we expect than
that the only refnge of the people would be
drink ~ What other consolation will they
seek, when the conditions under which they
live are pnrely animal; for wherever
humanity is reduced to the level of animalism its outlook is merely animal, and its
pleasures will be animal also? I find that
just about that time there arose a class of
men who advocated temperance, but \vhen I
look at the Church to-day, listen to its advo<lates! its loud triumphant tone, its loud
demand for virtue, I am a little snrprised j
for is it not rather late in the field? Who
were the primary advocates of temperance in the old country? They were,
~
the Age newspaper said of the
Labour Party the other day, an ignorant, illiterate, and uninformed crowd.
Whittaker, in his History of L~t'e's Battle.s,
tells us the story of their struggles with the
Church.
They were expelled from the
<:h nrches and dri ven from their homes. vVe
have only to go back to 1841 to find that
there was a conference of one of the greatest
churches in England at which certain motions
were carried. One of the resolntions was
that uniermented wine should not be used at
the Lord's Supper, that no church buildings
were to be let to t.empernnce advocates, and
that no minister favorable to temperance was
to preach temperance in any other pnlpit
than his own.
Never before ha.d I seen such wretchedness as I
Mr. W ATT.-What church was that?
did in the cotta.ge. I wondered how they could
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live year after year on the brink of starvation. I
went round among the landlords. I said-" These
patient people don't wa.nt much. In the name of
Christ, ghTe them enou!lh to Ii ve lIpon."

Some of the churches state that the rural
workers of Englalld, who are poorer than
the artisans of the towns, are more sober
hecause they have less to spend on drink.
That is their argument. The Hev. Charles
Stubbs said the Church had had the
cOlltrol of the rural workers for 300 years,
and had made them as a class so help1ess, indifferent, and ignorant, that it became proverbial. Here is a quotation which
I dare not quote were it not that it is published by a minister of the ChnrchPa.rsons do preach, and tell me to pray,
'1'0 think of my work, and not ask more pay;
And, as I ain't got to beg, t.o be thankful for
brea.d,
And bless the Lord that it ain't turnips instead.
I'm never to envy the old squire's pig.
For all he lies warm and is fed so big;
'While the missus and little ones grows that
thinYou can count their bones beneath their skin.
I'm to call what I gets the" chasteniug rod,"
And look up to my betters, and then thank God.

Let us look at the picture drawn by Ed win
Markham, after seeing Millet's world-famous
painting, "The Man with the Hoe." lIe saysHowed by the weight of centuries, he leans
Upon his hoe and gazes on the ground;
The emptiness of ages ill his face,
And on his ba~k the burden of the world.
Who made him dead to rapture and despair.
A thing tha.t gl'ieves not alld that never hopes,
Stolid, a.nd stnnned, a brother to the ox?
Who loosened and let down this brutal jaw?
Whose wa.s the hand that slanted back this brow?
\Vhose hreath blew out the lil1:ht within his brain?
Is this the thing the Lord God m:\l1e and gave.
'1'0 ha ve dominion over sea and land?

Then he saysIs this the handiwork yon give to God,
This monstrous thing distorted and soulquenched?
How Will yon ever straighten up this ehape ;
Touch it a.gain with immortality:
Give back the upward looking and the light;
Re-build in it the music and the dream
Ma.ke right the immemorial infamies.
Perfidious wrongs, immedicable woes?

Vfhat <1oes the temperance party answer to
this problem? It silllply says. "Stop his beer, ,
and so it sol ves the problem. 'Ve, the Labour
Party, are bound, it &eems to me-in the advoeacy of onr gospel-to poiut out that the party
that claims to be the temperance party is not
radical in the transformation of those cond i tions that it is necessary 10 transform. "Ve
have seen these people who advocate temperance reform reful5e to vote for men who have
been total abstttiners from their boyhood, and
give their yote to men who were drinkers.
Mr. Anstey.

Bill.

Mr WATT.~I have seen teetotallers sup·
porting labour men who drink.
Mr. ANS'l'EY.-That may have been
done in individual cases.
I referred to
their actions as organizations.
\Vberever we may look round for experience
we find that no amount of restriction ha.s
been of any great value in the stopp~lge of
the drink habit.
Quite apart from the
hist0rical point of view, we have had a recent
experience in onr own midst. During the
construction of the \Varanga BatSin ])0
licensed hotels were permitted tHere, aud yet
at the same time it was a notorious fnct that
a large amount of sly grog-selling was carried
on.
There are other places throughout Vict.oria where there are no hotels, and in all
those places the requirements of the people
who desire drink are always met, either by
sly grog shanties or by bogus clubs, while
genuine clubs are not permitted to sell
drink.
Mr. \VA'1'T.-Different clubs from Jour
clubs.
Mr. ANSTEY.~Certaillly, and that is why
I want to see legislation make a clear distinction between genuine clubs anel mere
proprietary institutions. And I recoguise
that no restriction which we call impotSe can
. possibly eliminate the drink traffic. All we
can do is to regulate it in all possil>le forms,
controllin~ it by the municipality or by
the State itself.
When I ask myself
whether the mere prohibition cf drink
is going to impro\'e the morals, the
wage standard, OJ' the criminal record
of the country I look round at different
countries, and what do 1 see 1 III some
countries there are a. large number of hotels,
and the amonnt of crime is small, while in
other places the llumherofhotels is \'cry fe\V~
while the amount of crillle in the communitv
is very large.
In the State of \visconsi~l
there is tme hotel to every 190 illhn bitants,
while in the State of .Mi8sissippi there is only
undel' local option one hotel to every 3,500
inhabitants, and yet the amount of cri01e in
the State of Mississippi is infinitely greater
than in the State of Wisconsin. How is this
to be accounte'd for? Not because the facilities for drinking are less or more, but because
of the different calihre of the inhabitants of
those particulal' states.
1 t matters not
where yon travel-from one state to another,
or from one COU!1try to another-whether the
amount of driuk be great or little, still the
"ages will vary very little' from the actual
cost of existence. 1f a sailor starts in a ship
from Portland, Maine, his wages will be no
higher than if he sails from New York,or from
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New Orleans, where a large amount of drink
is carried Oll. If we take the wages of
labourers and others we will find that the conditions under which they work present the
s~me struggle for existence, and proTide the
same probleme for solutioll irrespective of
whether drink is consumed in large quantities or 11<>t. John Stuart Mill, in one of his
papers, remarksThe two classes most peculiarly open to the
temptation of intemperance are t he very poor and
the very rich young men. The steps of some turn to
the warm welcome of the saloon, not from force of
appetite, for they have ne,'er yet drunk enough to
establish the craving, but be~ause .they are without
homes, or possess poor miserable homes and. are
starving for cheerful society.

FUl'thel' on he saysThe sons of the wealthy have homes, but in
ffia.ny cases they have nothing to do. 'Ihey are
corrupted by idleness, and their idleness meaus
moral a.nd social rottenness, and intemperance is
on]ya single manifestation of it.·

If

we compare the two countries-the old
country and Victoria-we find that the
former has fI. much vaster amount of drink
in proportion to its p~pulation.
In this
country, After the opening of the gold-fields,
we had a large number of people flocking in
who consisted mainly of the ",ell· to-do working classes and the lower middle class.
They constituted practically the non-COlllmissioned officers of the army of European
reform at that period. rrhey were the
best of the population of Europe who
came to Victoria.
rrhey established an
. extension of political power, and opened up
wider and better social conditions than existed in the old world, and the remarkable
fact IS that in the worst period of Victoria'lI
history-the most excessive period-onr
drinking never was so had at any time as
in the old world. In other words, never has
Victoria in the worst period of her drinking
drunk so much per head of the population
8,S the old country. And it is for the simple
reason that the persons drawn here were
persons of the best cla~s, whose wider outlook
in this new country gave them higher hopes
and aspirations.
Mr. W.A.TT.-Climate had somp.thing to do
with it.
Mr. ANSTEY.-That may be.
Mr. \V ATT.-Cold ,"veather means drinking spirits.
Mr. ANSTEY.-And hot weather means
drinking beer, find what is the differellco ?
I look upon drink when it incapacitates a
man as a disease, and, like all other diseases,
it develops nndet' certain conditiolls. If that
be t,he cA.se, it is to be treated in the same
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way as bubonic plague or cholera, and while
we may find persons who are not afl'ected by
cholera, thollSh living in filthy and insani~
tary conditions, still we know that cholera,
fever, and other diseases generate in bad
surroundillg:s, and in like manner the drink
habit is generated in bad snrroundings. In
my opinion the causes of drink amongst the
people are practically five-fold. First of all
there is the irregularity of employment. One
day a man is idle and the next day he is enervated by exhausting toil. It is exoessi ve toil
that exhausts so mallY among the large class of
workmen, and it is amongst the class who are
engaged in the most excessiye toil that is
found the most excessive drinking. Jn pro·
portion as ma.chinel'Y has come into existence
in the various trades, bringing with it lighter
work, shorter hours, and easier employment,
so has been the stimulus to temperance.
Another canse of intemperance has been the
insanitary dwellings, the bad home surroundings of the people.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Bad cooking.
Mr. Al\'STEY.-The cooking probably hfl.s
something to do with it. The third calise,
as I have said, is the insanitary surronndings.
In London to-day it if'! a well-known
fact that in the summer time, from twenty
to thirty people probably are herded in. u.
small home, a place so infested with vermin
that the people have to sleep out on the
door-step. These are some of the conditions
which dri ve people to the solace to be found
in public-houses. Tn Liverpool to-day large
nu~nbers of people are herding together in
cellars, as they did seventy yearf) AgO.
An I-IONORABLl~ ME:\IBER.-In London,
too.
Mr. ANSTEY.-They are li\'ing under
such conditions that the light never gets
into their habitations, and the stOlle floors
are wet with tile exhalations from the soil
beneath. V\lhat then will effect an improvement 1 It is not a revival in your religious
or temperance faith that has brought
about an improvement in so many districts
in Engiand. One of the best known facts
in connexioll with social reform is the result
that has been achieved by the work of the
London County Council and other municipal
bodies in the old country in improving the
homes and surrounding:.; of the people. As
these have been improved the sobriety of the
people has increased. This is one of the
most notorious facts in connexion with
modern social legislation. Another cause of
intemperance has been the lack of education
among the people. ·When I speak of lack of
. education, I mean not only the lack of
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education that arises from a want of mouey, communities have failed to improve the
but that other lack of education which social conditions of the people-the conditions
arises from poverty of milld itself.
The under which they have worked and lived and
whole of the effort.s of modern times had their being. So long as these conditions
bave been in the direction of improv- were not improved, so long have all efforts
ing the education, the knowledge, and the ignominiously failed to improve the morals and
<>pportlllJities of the people so that they may the sobriety of the people. As I pointed out
have mtionalconditions of workand reasonable when discussing the Worrall case, Mr.
means of enjoying themselves. In the great Horsley, a Church of England minister,
bulk of the working class homes, both in the stated that twenty-five years' experience in
old country and here, there is no proper the slums of London had demonstrated to
means of amusement. If we go into many of him t.hat no efforts to improve the morality,
our streets to-day, we can see in the poorer the sobriety, and the chastity of the people
districts large numbers of the people herded could be sllccessful while we ignored the contogether, where the gutters are reeking and ditions under which they lived. These are
the home sl\r~oundings are miserable and bad. the reasons upon which I disagree with the
There the people can find 110 other constlla- imposition of restrictions as a nwans to imtion than hygoing into institutions where they prove the sobriety of a people, and why I
can find some society. Anyone who wants believe that an effort in some other direction
to know, can see how far the conditions under should be made. What is tha.t direction?
which men work or live have an effect on their We find some most remarkable facts in the
drinking habits. I hold in my hand a copy investigation of this question from the hisof the Alliance News. Now alld again sOI.ne torical point of view. If we look into history
kind friend \V ho is anxious for the weI fare of we shall see a time when the people consumed,
my sonl sends me one of these, carefully not 10 gallolls per head per aunum, but
90 or I 00 gallons.
marked.
Mr. WAT'l'.- Your late colleague, Barrett.
Mr. GAlJNSON.-[t was a part of their daily
Mr. A~ STEY.-Perhaps so. Parts of this food.
paper are carefully marked. There is one
Mr. ANSTEY.-It then took more food
part that is not marked, and 1 should like to to keef!> them alive, and that might ha.ve been
read the part that is not marked to honorable because of the little snstenance that was tQ be
found ill the 90 gallons of beer. Whatever
members. It is as follows : improvement has taken place since that time,
TEMPERANCE IN THE LONDON "TUBES.
It has been discovered that the atmosphere of with respect to the smaller amount of drink
the London Tube Hailwa.ys has a tendency to consumed. has come about because of the
accentnate enormously the effect of indulgenc~ in improved education and the better surronnda.lcohol. In several install::es, it ha.s been found ings and condititlns of the people, and that
that even a small quantity of alcohol, when supported by the "tube" air, ha.s incapacitated men being the case, we now can look to action along
from work, and several dismissals have taken similar lines for the practical extinction of this
place.
evil. When this evil was so strollg ill the
'Thus, it is not so mnch the quantity that a. land, when it was a giant domillating all
man drinks as the conditions and atmosphere nations and all classes, a giant to be wrestled with, the men who could be got to
in which a man works and lives.
::\11'. GAUNSON.-As a man being sur- wrestle with it were few, insignificant, ignorant and uninformed. But to·day the great
rounded by tobacco smoke.
Mr. ANSTEY. - Probably that also giant that has dominated the lives of nations
would make him drunk. I am not troubled for tllese thousands of years is in his last
about the causes of drink amongst the throes, and this has been brought about by
richer sections of the people, who are able the development of a new social policy in
to look after themselves.
'l'he framers the history of nations. However, to.day,
of this Bill have been so well assnred that when this giant is weak and more insignifithis latter class are able to look after them- cant than ever it was before. there arise the
selves that it has not troubled about their churches and a new class of reformers, who
sobriety; but it is framed l'O as to look after say-" Let us grasp this dying giant and
The Minister of Water
the great bulk of th~ people. The facts of strangle him."
llistory, however, show, no matter whether Supply suggested that it was never more
we jl1dge history hy its universality or necessary to grapple with this evil than it
antiquity, that all efforts. to improve is to-day. But I ~ay that never had the
tao sobriety of the people by restrictions drink evil less power over the .great bulk of
aa.ve failed so long as Governments and the citizenl:! of any community than it has
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to·day, and this is owing to the growing edu- for the country, how can we say \bat we are
cation, knowledge, and determination of the fulfilling our duties to a gre9t class in this
people. Those are my ideM. I claim community when the only advice we can
them to be not less in the direction give them is to abstain, and when we do not
of temperance than the ideas of those provide them with any other occnpation in
wh~
take some narrow and intolerant which to pass their time? If we are prepared
path. Go into any country town, say, in a to give free play to the good instincts of the
mining district. When men come out of the people, and to govern for the benefit of the
mines a.nd go to their homes, tbree or four community in its entirety, we should
roomed cottages, are we surprised that they seek to widen the scope of this Bill.
take to drink? Where are they to go to ~ In I recognise clearly and distinctly that every
the country bas any mUllicipality or have the man has great responsibilities in connexion
great churches r~ised their voices for the with tbis question. I pander neither t6 one
. development of institutions whieh will pro- side 110r to the other, but I take to myself
vide amusement or recreation for these people 7 one solid obl~gation.
I care not whom it
There is no place in the mining centres pleases, nor whom it does not please. If I
where a young motn can go after his day's cannot express my honest thought and, at the
If men walk same time, retain the position 1 occupy, then
work but the public-bonse.
outside tbeir homes they usually stand Rome one else can have my position on the
upon the street corners, and find no other floor of Parliament. I have looked ai this
institution in which they enjoy social inter- sl~bject for many years, anxiously waiting for
course than the hotel or public-house. an opportunity to occur when-oll the Hoor
They go there very oftell when the of the Parliament of my country-I should
drink babit is not on them. They be able to give expression to the idea which
go there for society, and the craving I hold, and at once to tell the Church which
is then developed, not because they professes to preach the gospel of t.he Ii ving
desire to go there to drink, but because Christ. that, when it speaks of the duties
neither the nation, nor the municipalities, nor of the democracy, it also has its duties t()
the religious institutiQns, have fulfilled their . the democra.y, instead of con tin uing to
social fllnctio).1s with regard to the working preach the gospel of Mammon. Somewhere
class of this country. We should mGtke a in a book by Mazzini-I think it was bis
change. If we recognise tbat there is to be book on the Duty of Man-I remember
a new order of government, and tbat social reaJing a passage, which ran somewhat as
regeneration is to take place, why not expend follows : public money upon the development of these
When Christ came upon ea.rth, He spoke not of th&
institutions that will draw the people away rights
of the rich who needed not to achieve them,
from these other temptations ~ \V hen they nor of the poor who would doubtless have a.bused
a.re drawn flowav the habit will decline, the the~n in imitation of the rich, but He spoke of
disease will cea~e to exist, and then the insti· duty, of sacrifioe, and of love, and He said tha.t
should be first amongst a.ll who did most by
tutions associated with that habit' and that they
their labour for the good of a.ll. And the words of
disease will also cease to exist, because there Christ, breathed into the ear of a. society in whioh
will not be people to provide them with sus- all true life had become extinct, recalled it to exist·
tena.nce and support. I was surprised the ence, re-anima.ted the millions, and ca.used them to
other e~ening to hear it stated here as ascend another degree in the sca.le of ciTiliza.tion.
something remarkable that the men ,,,ho That is the message of hope to democra.cy,
come out of the deep sunk mines and which, living by laborious toil a.nd often
who are enervated by the toil and the ignorant, is demanding that its views should
foul atmosphere of those mines go and drink- be heard in the future government of com~
go and destroy their capacity, and render ml.lnities. It recognises also, definitely anCl
themselves ineffective. As was said some distinctly, that the Church has not fulfille<f
400 years ago, they are not able to dJ the its functions to the working classes and to
good work for their good masters. I ask, the great bulk of the people. I hold
are we, as a community, fulfilling our that opinion strongly, and am not a.fra.id
obligations to these men ~ Have we de- of expressing it. Some of you will rememveloped their minds or found them any better ber the passage, in which the poet Lowell
conditions under which to work? When we portrays the second coming of Christ. Christ
recognise their enervating toil, and the atmos- says to the priest.':l :phere in which they labour, and when we
With gates of silver and bars of gold
recognise that we as bocial reformers have a
Ye have fenced my sheep from their Fa.ther's
mis~ion to do whatever we possibly ean do
fold.
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The answer is-

o Lord,

and Master! not OUI'S the guilt,
We build btl~, as Our fa.thers buH t ;
]3(·hold Thine images, how 1hex stand
:-lovereign and sole through all our lan(l.

And the poem continues-Then Christ sought out an artisan,
A low-bl'owed, stunted, haggard lUan ;
And It motherless girl, whose fingp.l·s thin
Pushed from her faintly want and sin.
These set He in the midst of them,
And as they drew buck their garment hem
For fear of ddilement" "Lo here," said He,
., Are the images ye have made of Me."

We are not afraid uf the mission in which we
aro occupied ill the Parliament of this
country, and are not wanting in the duty
\V~ owe to sobriety and chastity.
We
know the history of the class to whieh we be]ong, and 1 say to the Chnrch that, if democraey has its fnnctions and its duties, the
Church also has its mission and itsduties; atld
its duty is to re-ena.ct the doctrine of a living
Christ, and not to preach so much the doctrino
of Mal1lmon. Then, and then only, will
democracy return to the Church, when the
Church itself recognises it.s duty to the
people.
Sir, T know of no question which
has come before Parliament since I have
been in this country, in which I ha\'e taken
such a deep interest. as the question now
before us. I hold clearly and dilitinctly the
opinion that, if Parliamentsets itself earnestly
to work to bring about a ref(')rm in the
drinking habits of the people-we may not
all agree, we may be of different shades of
opinion-but, at least, if we honestly discuss
the problems of modem life, we shall fulfil
our duty to the people of the conn try to
which we belong. I reeognise tha.t when
we established the Commonwealth of Australia and when we took away from
the control of the State Parliaments
the q nestions of postal administration and
militat·y defence, we left the State Parliaments free to deal with other matters. 1t
is manifest that no' Government and no
body of men which undertakes to control the
destinies of the State can ever hope to exist
..;>r to maintain its position unless it has a
definite industrial and social policy. Therein
lies the hope of the future. I heard one of
our ministers state at Malvern thllt the
Church was about to return to politics. Woe
betide the democracy of any country if the
Church is to once more rule the destinies
of nations.
The responsibility of pnblic
men is not to shiver in their shoes, and
not to kneel at the alta.r or the doorstep of
any Church or any colour, but to recognise
that they are the representatives of the
Mt'. Anstey.

I
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people, and' also to recognise the obligations with which the early pioneers
endowed us by giving us a government free
from the dominance of the Church, together
with a. free education and an enlightened
If we are free we should carry
demoeracy.
on our discussions without 110ticin lT in the
slig-htest degree the threats that mOay come
from one side or the other. I have said the
utmost 1 possibly can on this question. I
have at least the satisfaction of "llowing
that, whether it may please or not, and no
matter to whom it is acceptable or otherwise,
I have expressed the uttermost convictiolls
of my mind.
Mr. KEOGH.-I congra.tulate the last
speaker on the very fine speech he has
made. I am snre it has been most instructi ve. I mllst ah!o congratulate the Government on having brought in, this amending
Licetlsing Bill, and for having had the
courage to do so. I am sure it has nut corne
befor~ it is wanted. In approaching this
questIOn there are a great many interests to
be looked at. There is the staunch teetotaller, who does not drink and does not think
that anyone eIRe should be allowed to have
a drink. There is the moderate teetotaller,
who does not drink, but does not object to
anyone else having a drink. There is the
boozer-the drunkard who has to be protected against himself.
There is the
moderate drinker, who can drink or leave it
alone, and is never the worse for liquor.
There is the licensee. there is the landlord,
there is the distiller, the brewer, the
vigneron, the importer, and the consumer.
Now, the Minister of "rater Suppl'y has said
the influence of the liquor trllde is very farreachiug. If the Minister means that thet'e
are a great many people interested I quite
agree with him; but if he means that any
member of this House will vote against what
he conscientiously beJieves co be correct and
the right thing, I do not agree with him. I
believe every private member in this House
will vote according to his conscience just as
truly as any Miniliter. The Premier, in his
opening address on this subject, said that
this Bill was to be a non-party question.
Mr. BI~NT.-Not to be emasculated.
Mr. KEOGH.-Not to be emasculated, and
I think the honorable gentleman also used
the word" non-party."
Mr. PRENDERGAS'l'.-Then you are not to
vote according to your conscience; you are
to do as yon are told.
It is important to
remember that.
Mr. KEOGH.-If the honorable member
will turn to Hansard of 4th August, page
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685, I think he will see that the Premier
said that it was to be a non· party question.
Mr. BENT.-But not to be emasculated.
Mr. KEOGH.-May I a~k the h{)norable
gentleman now whether the Bill is to be a
party question or a non-party question 1
Mr. BEN'l'.- I am not allowed to speak at
this stage.
Mr. KEOGH.-I think \\'e are invited to
a free discussion on the Bill, at any rate, and
we can make any amendments we like, S0
long as they have the approval of the Government. The Minister of Water Supply
said that the bones of contention are the
clubs and the time limit for cJmpensation.
There is no dOll bt that is correct. . There has
been more discussion on those two points
than on any others. With r~gard to clubs,
this Bill appenrs to be almost a word-forword copy of the New South Wales Act.
'1'he Premier has told llS that he has taken
about t,yO years to consider the Bill, and,
after two years' consideration, he has come to
the conclusion that we cannot do better than
copy what they have got in New f'onth
Wales. 'I'hat is all right so far as it goes,
but there is one yery important clause with
regard to clubs that has been left ont
altogether. 'fhat is the clause giving the
Govel'nor in Council certain· powers with
regard to residential clubs. I notice in this
Bill that clubs in fnture are to be called
licensed premises, and in another part of the
Hill it says that tl.ll licensed premises are
to have a public lavatory. Now, that is a
nice thing to form a club for. A club,
according to most people's yiews, should
be as neal' as possible to a privMe hOllse.
No man would like to ha.ve a pllblic lavatory
in his private honse. I think that is ~oing a
little too far with regard to clubs. ,\Ve do
not want ~l. policeman to 'be walking in at any
hour he likes, ar,d to annoy the members of
the clubs. It is all very well to say that if
they are properly conducted they should not
object to inspection, but there is no man who
woulu like a policeman to be . .valking into
his private honse, althollgh we all conduct
our private houses as well as we can. On
the question of compensation the pre·
sent Act 8ay8 that during good behaviour
a licensee will be entitled to a renewal
of his licence. Now a great many people
consider that to mean "not entitled."
That reminds me very much of a policeman I
once met a good many years ago, when I was
a lad. I happened to go 011 the St. Kilda
Esplanade. I should have been at chl11'ch,
because it was a Sunday morning. One of
the lads near me said, "I will bet you are
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not game to cough when old 'Dnckfoot)
comes along." "Duckfoot" was a policeman,
and when the policeman came along I did
cough. He stopped ill front of me, and said,
" There is coughing, and there's sharn coughing, and sham coughir.g can be construed
into abusive lan~uage." I think the man who
can construe" entitled" into" not entit1ed"
must have the same kind of mind as the
policeman who could construe coughing iuto
abusive language. I am ill favour of local
option, but in some cases it does not appear
to me that it works out quite right. With
regard to Melbourne, for instance, at the
present time the public-houses are fun of
people who have come \ong distances from
the country.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-They are all wanted for
accommodation.
Mr. KEOGH.-There is not sufficient accommcdation at the present time.
Why
should the people of Melbourue have a vote
as to whether these houses should be closed
or not? There is it town~hip in the electorate which I have the hOllour to represent. That township is Ma(fra. There are
three hotels in it, and those hotels are kept
going by the people who oome long distances
to buy cattle on different sale days. I believe the people living in that particu1ar
town should not haye the right to say by local
option that those ·hotels are to be chsed
up. J think that what the Premier proposed wonkl be a far better plan than local
option in a great number of cases. His
proposal was that a committee of some sort
should be formed to go round and recommend
what hotels shouJd be closed and what hotels
should be left open. Of course, all the hotels
closed would want compensation, and the
great point is as to \vhere the compensation
i8 to come from. The Premier says he would
closeup a large number of hotels straight
away if we would only give him the licensing
equivalent fUlId. 1 think he might take a
great. part of that fund.
If he took the
whole of it from the fourth, fifth, und sixth
class shires, or even from the second, third,
fourth, fifth, alld sixth class shires, he would
have to get some way of keeping the tihires •
going.
Mr. BENT.-There would not be much gain
in that.
Mr. KEOG H.-As far as I atn concel'lled
I would give the honorable gentleman the
eities, towns, and boroughs. As far as I
know the people I represent would be per..
fectly Ratisfied if they could help the Premier
in this matter. There would be so mueh
money for other nU1tters. I know there are
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a great number of houses that arc just hanging on in the hope of local option, and it
would not take very much to buy some of
them out.
Mr. HANNAII.-Do you think we ought to
compensate for those places which the
brewer'3 have to pay men to keep open 1
. Mr. KEOGH.-lf we .give them their full
value that would be correct, would it not?
If, as the honurll.ble member says, they have
no value, then they would get nothing.
Mr. HAN~AH.-rrhey have been a.ble. to
get a lot.
Mr. KEOG H.-There is no doubt there
has been too much money paid in the past.
With regard to the question of the removal
()f licences, that is a matter I am interested
in, and is a matter which, I think, was
brought forward by the honorable member
for Ovens. He pointed ou~ a case in his own
district where the foundations of an hotel had
almost been washed away, and the licence site
could not be removed to a better one. In
m)' own district there is a case w here an
hotel has been built on the side of a precipice,
and the licensee has had notice to practically
rebnild the hotel. There is a splendid site
on the opposite side of the road which belongs
to the licensee, but he is not allowed to move
to that place. I think the Government in
such cll.ses should allow the removal of an
hotel from one site to another. There is a
matter which was brought forward by the
honorable member ror the Public Officers in
cOllllexiOll with another measnre; that is with
regard to a fair rent Court. I think that is
an excellent idea. The proposal has been
touched on by the honorable member for
Ovens, and I think it should be carried out.
It very often happens in tied houses that
the rent is a great deal too severe, and it
may be increased, until the licensee has
no show whatever.
With regard to the
taking of local option polls in
llew
districts, I may point out that in the
district represented by the honorable
member for Gippsland East there was a poll
taken. A new licence was granted, and the
very day the licensee got the licence he was
offered £2,000 for it. Almost exactly the
same thing happened in the dis! rict rp.presen ted by the honorable member for Borung.
,!'here was a coffee palace right opposite the
, honora.ble member's shop, and the very'
day a licence was obtained for it the licensee
was offered £1,000. "Vhy should the State
give away that large sum of money! If it
has something worth £2,000, why should the
State give it. away for £25? 'Vith regard to
Sunday trading, I do not think the present
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law has been administered as carefnllyas it
ought to have been, because we all know
there is SlUlrlay trading going on. There is
a great deal of it in the district the honorable
member for St. Kilda represents, and a great
deal in the district represented by t.he
Premier. In England, I understand, the
licensee is not fined for Sunday trading, but
the licence is suspended. I think that is a
much better plan. I<or the first offence the
licence is suspended for, say, a week-I do not
know the exact time-for the second offence
it is suspended for. say, a month, and for the
third offence, say three months. 'l'hen for a
fourth offence it is cancelled altogether. I
think that would have a much better effect
than imposing a fine.
An HONORABLE ME)1BER.-That is punishing the travelHng public.
Mr. KEOGH.-That might be where there
is only 011e hotel in a place, but it would be
punishing the licensee more. With regard to
hotels in mountainous districts, in the Rill it
is proposed to decrease the distance between
houses to 5 miles. As far as I am concerned
I am altogether against that. I think 10 miles
on an average is quite near enough. There
i8 one road I know yery well, that is the road
from Bl'uthen to Omeo, which is 60 miles in
length; six wayside licences would be sufficient on that road, but it does not always
happen that the most eonvenient spot to
place an hotel is exactly 10 miles from the
next hotel.
As long as there would be no
more than the average number of licensed
hou3es on a r\lad of that sort I think we
might allow the houses to be on the most
convenient sites. 'Vhat astonished me most
in the Bill was the proposal to prohibit hotelkeepers from putting up results of races and
football matches outside their houses. I have
seen a Minister of the Crown, with his
shiny hat and long black coat., going to the
races to see the results for himself, but those
persons who are not able to go to the races
are not to be allowed to have a look Ilt an hotel
window from the footpath to see what won.
An HONORABLE MEMBI~R.-They will only
put the results in the newspaper shops, I
suppose.
Mr. KEOGH.-They will put the results
in the tobacconist shops, and anywhere they
like. The object of the proposal is, I suppose, to stop people going near an hotel.
Mr. WILKINS. - It is to keep them out of
the way of temptation.
Mr. KEOGH.-I suppose it is to keep
them out of the way of temptation, but at
the same time we compel every hotelkeeper
to have a public lavatory; peo}Jle have to go
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right into an botel to make use of that. If
the Government wish to prevent pet!>ple
going into hotels, why do they not compel
every shire council to provide conveniences
in tbe principal towns, instead of making
hotelkeepers keep publie lavatories?
Mr. BRoMLEY.-Tbey will put the results
inside, and the public will go in.
Mr. KEOG H.-People are not to be allowed to look at a public-house window to
see what WOll the races, but they are allowed
to go to the theatre and Bee young women
dressed in Garden of Eden fashion. I think
the next thing that will be done will
be to compel the manager of the Royal Park
to put Imickerbockers on the monkeys.
Mr. HUN'J'.-Or to drape the statues in the
Fitzroy Gardens.
Mr. KEOGH.-Yes, or to drape the
statues in the gardens. ~ome regulations
might be ma.de that would Jook well when
hung up in hotels. Young couples might be
warned not to kiss on the balcony; and
there might be flo provision-"' No squeezing
of the waitress's hand under the vegetable
dish."
Mr. HANNAH.-Yon do not mean to say this
goes on in Gippsland ~
.
Mr. WATT (to Mr. Hannah).-Yon are flo
teetotaller, and can nut find these things out,
you see.
Mr. KEOGH.-I think the temperance
party has had a great inflnence 011 the young
people of this country.
A great deal of
credit must be given to them for that, and
there is no doubt that drunkenness is on the
decrease.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Can you tell us what is on
the increase instead of drunkenness ~
Mr. KEOGH.--No, I callnot tell the honorable member. I hope it is nothing in the
form of vice.
Mr. GA UNSON.-Yon would be rather
horrified, if you knew.
Mr. KEOGH.-'I do not know that the
mere limitation of the number of hotels
would cause people to drink much less. I am
told by brewers that just as much beer goes
to North Melbourne as ever. I think what
we ought to do is to.endeavonr to influence the
young people. I believe it would be a good
idea for the Education Department to give a
certificate to every boy and girl in a State
school who had joined a temperance societyto give something good tha.t would be worth
framing. I think a great number of the
boys a.nd girls-in fact nearly the whole of
them-would join a society and would keep
to it all their lives. By influencing the
young people we VI'ould do a great deal more
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than by shutting up half the hotels to ptevent those who are used to having a nobbler
from ha.ving one. In the Bill it is provided
with rega.rd to grocers' licences that they
cannot be removed without the permission or
the landlord. """hat a "chuck in" that is
for the la.ndlurd. He will be able to increase
his rent, and the poor tenant will be altogether at his wit,'s end. He will not be able
to go away on acconnt of the licence.
Mr. COLECHIN.-It is the tied-house
system.
Mr. KEOGH.-Exactlv. This is a kind
of tied-house system. I think that is a class
of affairs that wants wipillg out altogether.
With regard to the qualities of liquors sold,
the inspectors go round and look at the
branded stuff. They very often get good
bonuses when they get a conviction. They
do not look at the decanter-vile stuff may
be 80ld from the decanter-but it is all right
as long as there is no brand. With regard to.
the question of compensation, it appears
to me that there is something like repudiation
in refusing to give any compensation at all
after the ten years' limit, especially when the
licensees are prepared to pay it themselves.
~'hen
pensions to civil servants wer&
stopped, Parliament only acted with rega.rd
to the future. Those who were entitled t&
the pensions were still to get them. In the
proposals of the temperance party to.day
with regard to barmaids, it is only proposed
to do away with barmaids in the future.
Those at present in situations are not to be
interfered with. It strikes me there is not,
perhaps, a great deal of difference between
the Government and the people who want to.
give compensation-that is compensation
provided by thelicensees themselves. 'rheonly
difference appears to be that some of us want
to have the matter settled by the Government, and the Minister of Water Supply
want13 to allow the licensees to provide their
own compensation, and that the Government
should have nothing to do with it. The result
would be that some of the licensees would
not contribute at all. I have not a great
deal more to say until the Bill gets into
Committee.
Mr. CULLEN.-What about the barmaidt:i't
Mr. KEOGH.·-I kn~w very: little about;
them.
As far as I know they are a most
respectable class of the community.
Mr. BOWSER-I do not intend to detain
the House long in speaking on this very
important q nestion-probably one of the
most important that has been before thecountry for the ·last quarter of a·century I
believe that the debate has already progressed
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so' far thH,t further speech is practically
unnecessary; bnt there are some points t::>
which I desire to direct the attention
of the House. The subject CDf intemper'
ance and the causes of druukenness has
a.lready been exhaustively dealt with by
several honorable members.
There is no
doubt that the drinking habits of our country
and of all countries have their origin in
heredit.Y, in environment, in the social customs of the country, and in the misery and
disillusionments of life.
rrhose causes 1
believe to be mainly operative all over the
world, and mainly responsible for the drinking habits of all countries. 'l'he temperance
party have done admirable work in the past,
especially in training the young people to
Hbstain from liquor ill their youth, that they
might not apply" hot and rebellious liquors
to the blood." I believe that the temperanee party -- those young organizatious
throughout the State-are doing most
excellent and successful work.
.Mr. GAUXsoN.-Are you sure?
)1r. BOWSEB.-I am sure, at least, that
they are doing most excellent work.
Mr. GAUN80N.-What are they taking in
place of drink ~ Cigarette smoking ~
Mr. BO WSEH..-I am dealiug with the
licensing question. "Vhen the qne~tion of
cigarette smoking comes on, the honorable
member will have an opportunity of expressing his opinions on the subject, upon which,
1 believe, he holds very strong views. I do
not altogether agree with the views of the
honorable member for Brunswick rega.l·ding
the stand which is now being taken by the
Church throughout the world. The honorable
member seems altogether to have ignored the
fact that, in the dark ages, in the clash of
nations. and in the midst of revolutions,
throughout the whole course of history
during the last two
thousand years
the Church has stood as the guardialJ of
those very ideals of which t.he honorable
member was the exponent this evening, and
which he claims as the ideals of the Labonr
Party. Surely that is incontrovertible.
Mr.•J. W. BILLSON (li'itzrny).-Hear, hea.r !
And as a proof of your argument I might
mention that the Czar of Russia is the head
of the Church ill Russia.
'Mr. BOWSER.-I grant also that the
Church has exercised her authority from time
to time to put down anarchy, to prevent confiscation, and is not on the side of honorable
members when \ hey desire the nationalization of land. However, I agree to some
extent with -the honorable member that the
Church has not taken that prominent part in
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connexion with the development of social
questions, and the improvement of the social
conditions of t,he people, which might have
been expected of her in these later times, but I
belit-ve that that movement is commuuicating
itself to these religiousassociatiolls throughout
the British Empire at least, and that we
shall see in the future a very great regeneration of the world when religion and science
go hand-in·hand. Until that time I believe
there will remain more or less a divorce between the Church and the Labour Party.
Mr. WA'rT,-Do you refer to the Labour
Party as the symbol of science ~
Mr. BOWSER.-I do not. but I regard
certain ideals of the Labour Party as having
their origin in the Christian faith.
Mr. 'WAT'r.-They do not lIve up to them
mnch.
.
Mr. BOWSER. - Ideals of which the
Church of to-da,y, and of all ages, has been
more or less the successful exponent. To
turn to the subject of the Bill itself, I should
like the attention of the Minister ·of Water
Supply to clauses 39 and lOt. The honorable gentleman will notice tha.t those clauses
propose that at the end of ten years the compensation shall cease, and that during the
ten years a gradually diminishing compensation shall be paid.
I will ask him to
consider for a moment what the result will
be of the practical operation of those provisions. During the first few years, under
the influence of snccessful local option polls
throughout the State, the very worst class of
hotels in the State will be wiped out, and
will get the highest compensation. In the
next successful local option poll the hotels in
the class above that will then be wiped out,
an(i will receive so much les8 compensation.
I n the last year all the hotels that have been
maintained by respectable men, and into
which men have put their money in the hope
of providing proper accommodation for the
people, and which sell honest good liquor, are
to be penalized not only with getting only
one-tenth of the compensation which has
been awarded, bnt also by having to bear
throughout the whole of the ten yt;lars the
compensation fees for those that have been
wiped out.
Mr. McKENzIE.-And then get wiped out
without compensation themselves.
Mr. BOW8ER.-And then, in the end,
they stand naked to local option without
compensation. I \Vill tlHk the Minister what
will be the practical effect of tha.t in administration ill this State ~
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-What Minister
are you asking?
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Mr. BOWSER.-The Minister of Water
Supply.
Unquestionably, the effect of it
will be that the hotelkeepers all over the
State will rush into local option: will promote local option polls everywhere, and will
have the people behind them, so that the
Minister will be inundated with claims for
compensation under the operation of these
clauses. I prefer the suggestion which has
been made by the Premier, and which ought
ultimately to be adopted by this House. It
is one which not only commends itself to the
good seuse of the ~ HOllse, but will, I feel
perfectly certain, be adopted, or, I think, at
least ought to be adopted, by the tetuperance party of this State. I refer to the
proposal that 800 hoteh; should be selected
and removed n.t once. Jf that was adopted,
the best plan by which it could be worked
would be to appoint a Board of two Commissioners, who, when they had any dispute,
might submit their case to the Treasurer
as arbiter. This Boa.rd would, I beHeve, be a cono;;tant, intelligent force
in the community, graduall'y accumulating
knowledge and information with regard to
licences, lieensees, owners, bre weries, and
also the tied-house question.
By means
of those two intelligent men, we should
be constantly accumulating information
with regal-d to aU the licences and all the
licensed houses, and the whole liquor qllestion throughout the State - information
which would be deposited in the 'l'reasllry
and be always l:\vailable for consideration to
the Treasurer of the day. If such a Board
were appointed, they should float debentures,
pay compensation, elassify t he licensed premises, secure that good wages and fair hours
should be enforced with regard 10 employes
in all the licensed premises thronghont the
State, and also take control of the tied·hollse
question. The Premier does not see how tho
money is to be found for the 800 hOllses. I
thinlc very little difficult.y will be experienced
in finding the money for that purpose. In
the first place, he proposes to raise, by meaus
of the Compensation Fund, £35,000 a year.
As was pointed out by the hononlblo member for Gippsland North, already the
principle is practically accepted by this
House-the principle which I understand
the Minister of V'i ater Supply insists upon
-that the corupensation should be paid
by the licensees t heinselves.
The Millister of "Vater Supply, the other night,
was, I thought, hardly fair in dealing- with
tllat phase of the question, in that he did not
make it clear to the people of this State that
if compensation is paid to the owners and
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licensees of this ::;tate, every sixpence of it
comes out of the pocket of the licensees and
owners, and not one sixpence out of the
pocket of the Treasury or the public.
Mr. GAUNSON.-lt comes out of the
pocket of the fellows who drink the liquor in
the hotels.
Mr. BOW"SER.--Exactly. With regard
to the finding of the necessary money, I
think no difficulty whatever will be experienced by this House in suggesting to the
Premier a course by which that problem can
be satisfactorily solved. On a £500 basis
and a capital of £400,000 at. 4 per cent., the
sum of '£45,000 per annum for thirteen years
will wipe out 800 bouses. The sum of £35,000
per year can be found at once in the increaspd
licence -fees which the Premier pro]Joses
under this Bill to impose, and I have no
hesitation in saying that, if it were put to
them that this is a question which the whole
State desires to solve and be done with, the
municipalities, and especially the cities, towns,
and boroughs, of the State would be very glad
indeed to forgo the necessary £10,000 to
pay the interest required dnring the thirteen
years to pay compensation to those 800 honses.
£10,000 per annum is all the money that is
required to pay interest for the thirteen years,
and in that thirteen years we dispose of 800
houses. At the end of that time we can begin to
attack the other 600 houses, which will give
the full number required above the statutory
number. l'he Government are getting a very
considerable pnIl out of the Licensing Fund.
As a matter of Rtrict justice, if compensation
be required-and I believe it will be insisted
upon not only by the Honse, but by the
people, if they 'get an opportunity of saying
so--the bulk of the money which is found
by the licensees ought in justice to be devoted to paying that compensation. The
whole of the] ,400 houses can be removed
in the course of the next nineteen years with·
out depriving. the municipalities of at least
£60,000 ·per annum. The Government are
getting a considerable pullout of the Licensing Fund, for first of· all they are relieved of
£20,000 which they paid previously to the
Police Superannuation Fund. That is to be.
paid out of the fund created by licences. The
licensing-fees originally amounted to about
£103,000, and £3,000 of that goes int.o the
Consolidated Rever-lUe. Then there are districts in Gippslandandotherparts of the State,
where the number of licences granted is not
sufficient for the requirements of the people,
and where there will be an increased number
of houses, and increased licensing-fees, which
will go into the Consolidated Revenue_
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Therefore, the Government will get £8,000 or
£10,000 over and above the £211,000 which
it is relieved of in connexioll with the Police
Superannuation Fund.
What do those ask
who say that it is dishonest, as I say it is, to
take away the property of these peopie withont compensatiun'! They simply ask that
ever.Y penny of compensation shall be found
by the publicans.
They propose also that
£60,000 or £70,000, according to the requirements, shall be paid by the publicans
every year to the municipalities for the purpose of making roads Hnd bridges, and that
in a.ddition the publicans shall pay £20,000
to the Police Superannuation Fund. I consider that no fairer proposal could be made
in order to keep faith with those who have
entered into a contract with the State nuder
the .Act of 1885, declared to be a contract by
high legal authorities. rrhis House would be
doing a dishonorable thing if it departed from that contract, and I think I
have shown that it is possible to keep
the terms of that agreement without
causing any strain on the finances. and at
the same time to find considerable money to
do the work of the State. I do not intend
to speak at any length on this subject, but
there are one or two other points which I, as
representative of a wine-growing district,
can hardly avoid refert'ing to. 1 do not
know who drafted clause 80, but it is the
most extraordinary cla.use in the Biil; it
shows A. considerable lack of know ledge in
the Cabinet on the subject gf the wine
growing and wine selling industry of this
State.
Sir ALEXANDER PEAcocK.-Perhaps'it is
put in to take the sense of the House.
Mr. ROWSER.-I do not think so. It
was put in inadvertently, or else in an excess
of zeal to plcaie the temperance party. The
clause proposes that there shall be no more
sweet wine sold in this State. All our ports
and muscats and other sweet wines recommended by the medical profession for the
invalids of the State are to be wiped out for
ever. No wine sold in wine shops, says the
clanse, is to be fortified; no fortified wine
for the future is to be sold in wine
shops. Not-withstanding this extraordinary
provision the Government allows the grocer
next door to sell imported sweet wines
fortified up to 40 per cent. That was one
matter that had only to be brought under
the notice of the Premier, for hie good sense
showed him that it was one that required
consideration. Another suggestion J made
to the Premier, alld which he adopted, wag
that the words" colonial wine" be obliterated
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from the Hill, and that the words "Australian wine" be substituted. I believe the
til'ne is coming when we shall not only call
our wines Australian, but have Australian
names for each type of wine, which types are
already recognised as being distinct types or
wine, characteristic of the particular sun and
soil which helong to different portions of this
State. These wines have a distinct individuality, which ie alrea.dy recognised in
London, in Bordeaux, and other parts of the
continent of Europe. With regard to Sunday
trading, I agree most heartily with the Bill
in every detail. I believe, with the honorable
member for Ovens, that Sunday trading is due
in a great measure to bad administration, and
to the excessive rents and bonuses charged
by the owners of hotels, q nite as Dutch as to
the desire of the publicans to make money.
I believe that if a Board of two Commissioners were appointed as I have suggested,
they would have a very salutary influence
in adjusting rents and bonuses between
landlord and tenant. Why should we not
enact that here, as the Mother Parliament has
enacted in the Land Coni mission of Ireland,
where the sacred rights of property which
had been held inviolate for hundreds of
years were thrust aside in order to do justice
to the tenants of the neglected J rish estates 1
~ir ALI<:XAN:DER PEACOCK.- Yon are becoming quite a good Libera.1.
Mr. BEAHD.-They confiscated some of the
landlords' rights.
Mr. BO'YSER.-The British Government
have set aside £100,000,000 to buyout
the landlords.
They did not propose
to nationalize the land and confiscate it
by taking it without compensation, as the
party to which the hnllorable member be·
lOIlgS at one time proposed, although they
have bad the good sellse to rtlll away from
that proposition. In regard to the proposals
for ~unday trading, I believe the licensees
will welcome a good stringent law. faithfully
administered, for, althongh the present
law IS very strong, it is impotent for tho
purpose for which it was passed. owing to
very bad administration. It would not be a
bad plan if the Chief Secretary were to make
a regulatioll, so that the police might be
shifted every three years, like vVeslcyall
ministers, from one town to another.
'1 hat
would have a wholesome influence on the
administration of the Licensing Act.
1\11'. HUNT.-That will be the move-on
clause.
Mr. BO'VSER.-The honorable member
generally. caps the climax.
I shall have
several amendments to move in Committee
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and I shall reserve any further remarks till
then.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I do not propose to
(lifer anything for the consideration of the
House in the belief that I can throw any
light upon this dark and intricate sUbject.
I have asked myself one or two questions. I
must pay the honorable member for Brnnswick the complimellt of saying that he made
a very good speech.
There was a great
amollnt of industry and of real research
~hown in his observations. He may not have
been altogether prUdent in attacking the
clergy, though, perhaps, I am going to follow
in his footsteps. He ventured to say tonight that he hoped the day would be far
distant when the clergy would be tolerated
in interfering in onr politics. All my reading, and the little learning I have had in
snbjects historic or ot.herwise, have taught
me that, I'\lthough there mnst be good men
amongst churchmen, as amongst lawyers
and other classes of the people, still they
have been a dangerous body to the nations
amongst whom they existed. I t was said touight by the honorable member for BrtlllSwick that some historian had stated that the
Saxons, who were "walloped" by tlle Conqueror, were an effete and worn-out people.
Thl\t is not the true history of that time.
The true history is given by the Conqueror,
who said the reason for the C'Hlqllest of EngIa-nd was that the clergy held the lunds of the
Englishmen, but not under military tenure,
and were not com pelled to supply men for the
service of war. Om ancestors have wisely
bllilded-better than they knew. What do
we find in the Constitution of Victoria.,
formed in the early fifties, and adopted by
the Jmperial Parliament ~ There is something prophetic about it. The celebrated
Constitution we have in the Federal Parliament departed from this, and look what a
state of things they have there. If you tnrn
to the 11 th section of our Constitution Act,
what do you find, dealin~ with the qualification of members? That section contains
the following words:Provided that no person shall be capable of
being elected a member to serve in the Assembly
who shall be a minister of any religious denomination, whateyer may be his title, rank, or designation.

Why did we keep the clergy out? Because
they were an interfering, soul-crushing Lody,
and it is the trne Protestant who protests
against them. History has also taught me
this-that whilst the clergy were ever on the
look-out for the" mopuses," for the creature
comforts, and for more power t han we Protestants ever permitted them to have, it was
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always the lawyers who were fighting against
them, and the old tradition exists in me today. I am fighting them still.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-lt was
jealousy, I suppose.
Mr. WATT.- Yes, professional jealousy.
~lr. GAUNSON.--I do not know that.
I
may illustrate it in this extraordinary way:
Our whole system of religion is formed upon
this notion-that there is a great God for
good, and a great god for evil called the devil,
and those great powers are always fighting
each other. The clergy say that they are
fighting for God, and I as a lawyer say I am
fighting for the devil. There is no jealousy
about it. "Ve have our respective spheres,
and I snpposf' we each do as much goodthe one as the other. The honorable member for Brunswick to-night put it that
drink is a· curse. I denv that drink is a
curse'. I say drink is on"e of the greatest
blessings God ever gave to man. It is the
abuse of drink that is a curse. Just as if
you abuse Wilkins' meat by eating too
much of it it will prove a curse to you. You
know that every physician says that it is the
man who eats most that does his system
most injury-more so than the man who
drinks most. \Vho tells me that we have
ever created a monopoly in connexion with
What we did was this.
this business?
According to the old common law of
England, drink being a commodity as
much as meat, any person whatever could
sell it. There was no distinction; there was
ilO prohibition of any sort. After a time-I
think it was about the time of the Wars of
the Roses-they commenced as a measure of
police t.o regulate the honses and charge
them a fee, and hence what we call a
monopoly arose. I have been told-I did
not read his speech-that the Minister of
Water Supply-I suppose it is a rather
appropriate title for a man who is agaiust
the liquor trade--made a speech to the
effect, practically, that he was against compensation. "VeIl, all I can say is this-and
it will show what a conscientious man I am
-that it is most repugnant to me, and I
cannot reconcile it to my notion of things,
that you can destroy any business whatsoever
without compensation.
Sir ALEXANDI<:R PEACOCK.- Hear, heal'.
Mr. GAUNSON.-You might as well
destroy the drapers and say they are not entitled to compensation. Why, what were
those inns that have been so much girded
at ~ If allY oue will look at the life of
Boccaccio he can read there how Boccaccio
used to frequent an inn to gather news of
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the people going into and out of Florence,
and would afterwards retire dressed in his
best velvet gowlI and his go1den chain to hold
sweet eOllverse with the dead ill his library.
Why, the inn is a pioneer of civilization.
Mr. WA'l'T.-And that proves that hotels
are a good thinf!'.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Hotels arc a good thing
when properly looked at. I do not mean to
say that there are not allurements which
might have some weight with younger men,
like my friend the honorable member for
Essendon, but which it would be of no use
trying on me, but I say the inn is a good
thing. I repeat that it is repugnant to me
to abolish any business of any kiHd whatsoever without compeusation. But at the same
time-such is the conscience of politiciansif the Government make it a Government
question, I am going to violate my conscienccl.
I hope honorable members will understand
that that is being a thoroughly good Government supporter.
Mr. \tV ATT.-There is nothing like a new
convert for zeal.
Mr. GAUNSON.-There is only one thing
that I think is not altogether right, and
thH.t is the representatives of the Public
Officers, Madin Hannah, Bob Solly, and David
Gaunsoll, are wiped out without allY comp811sation whatevet'. That is the only thing
that fills me with regret.
Mr. HANNAH.- We could put in as strong
a plea as the publicans.
Mr. vVATT.-The Assembly gets the com•
pensation.
Mr. GAU~SO~.-I am not a publicans'
ad vocate. I do ilOt C~.1l'e a brass btl tton
whether they are wi ped out or not, but is
there any man here so profoundly ignorant of
history as to believe that this wave will be
lasting that is uow surging violently at the
instance of a few-a mighty small body of
the community? You know right well that
the instrument which is least musical, which
i::! the I(Judest but the hollowest is the dl'llm,
and such are the drums that we heal' bea-tell
down the street. \Ve have a gelltleman
telling us, in connexioll with b.:\],llIaids,
tbat he has got 23,000 signatures to
a pet.ition, and now he is going to call
for 30,000. Why, as a. matter of fact, if you
wanted to get up a petition tu hang
that gentleman, I believe you could get
50,000 signatures. \Ve call these people
Puritans at the present da.y. I think it is a
libel upon the name of those grand oldtime heroes. In the time of the Commonwealth, every student knows that beer
was the common food of the people. When
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tho honorable member for Brunswick spoke
of 90 gallons of beer being consumed per
head in those days, why was that? Becau8e,
whilst we have now taken to tea, the people
then consllmed beer. I wonder if we are any
better for tea, with onr ruined digestions
and all the evils which a disordered body
gi ves rise to. But \V hen we refer to the
l->uritans, can we forget what their asceticism
and their sour rigid morality gave rise to?
As a matter of fact, there was sllch a revulsion of feeling wben the restoration of Charles
II. took place, that I think Englalld then
DlllSt have been a sink of rottenness, iniquity,
and wicked Hess of every sort and kind. I ask
honorable members not to be afraid of these
bhwk coated gentlemen, but to return them
a Holand for any Oliver they may give. \Vhy
shollld these gentlemen presume to arrogate
to themselves that they are the ouly saviours
of the souls of mankinu, and that all
who are opposed to them are seeking
to
damn
those
living souls alive.
I callnot forget what hi~tory teaches ruewhat a curse these pertinacious gentlemen
have been to the people of Englawl in days
gone by . Now let lIle ask a q Ilestion or two
with respect to the drinking habits of the
people. I drink, and [ like it. Coming
down, on Thursday Hight, from Jamieson, I
met some gentlemen in the train who WAre
commercial travellers. Now travellers have
a very considerable knowledg-e of the wants
of the coulltry people and of their general
modes and ways of thinking. I asked one
gentleman, who I ascertained was travelling
for a very large brewery-I. Can YOIl give me
any notion of the figures with rAspect to the
consumption of liquor? Is it on the increase,
or is it on the decrease ~" "'\t~ ell," he replied, "the consumption of liqnor last year
fell off 30 per cent."
I asked, "Do the
people take anything- else instead 7" II is
reply was-I' Yes, I find a very great ditTerence.
The young people, especially the
football teams, all go in for soft drinks and
smoking cigarettes," which. he said, "is a.
great deal worse than drinking,"
Mr. BIWMLEY.-Hear, hear.
Mr. G. H. BIJ:NNETT (Ricl17nond).-- Which
do yon mean; the cigarettes or the soft
drinks ~
Mr. GAUNSON.-·· I do not mean the
soft drinks, but the cigarettes. I do n'ot
smoke myself. I do not. sllJOke, ani have
never been able to smoke. I have been led
to form an impression that cigarette smoking
is a practice that is going to produce a
stunted, poor population.
I have seen girls
smoking cigarettes.
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Mr. BROMI.EY.-An anremic race.
Mr. H.ANNAH.-That is why we have such
a tine stamp of footballers-because they
smoke cigarettes.
Mr. GA U~SON.-I wiah the honorable
member would stamp on some of them.
As
if the highest motives of life were kicking a
leather ball in flannels! I am not going to
be led off the track by an obsenatioll upon
the fine st~.mp of footballers. 'Who are the
people who are mostly going to the lunatic
asylums?
An HONORABLE MIi:MBER.-A fair propor·
tion of la wyers.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Alld to the gaols '?
An HO~ORABLE MEMBER.-Lawyers.
Mr. GAUNSON.-No. That is real smart.
It is only a gentleman who comes from the
wilds of BUllinyong who would give utterance to that. But is it not a fact that
young fellows are giving way not only to
80ft drinks and to cigarettes, but to other
matters that can only be mentioned amongst
medical men l :-:ome- honorable members
may understand, and some of them may not.
Those who do not I would rec0mmend to
consult their doctor. Having said one or
two words upon the general subject I should
like to ask the Premier where he got that delightful notion from of transferring the
grocer's licence to the man who does not own
it, and of robbing the licensee for the
benefit of the property. Where did he get
that lovely notion? It is the most barefaced piece of robbery that I ever saw
attempted in my life. It is so very easy. If
a landlord happens to have a tenant who has
left him, leaving the licence behind him
transferred to somebody else, Ollce the owner
gets it into his possession he may al ways
prepare his lease in such a fashion that his
tenant can never carry the licence away.
As the law now stands the tenant can carry
it away. He is under no obligation to leave
it behind him. He can carry it away from
a house on one side of the street to a house
on the other side of the street, provided it is
in the same Jicensing district.
Mr. PR·ENDERGAST. - Creating a new
vested interest.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Creatillg new robbery.
People have been in Pentridge for less: Jf
the Government make that vital, I am
going to be vital too. I have a very
big conscience. I do not think there is
very much in this compensation question
after a.ll. If I am driven into a corner, I
could say, if I liked, tha.t they have no legal
title to anything.
But I abhor. taking
matters of law into cousideration when there
Session 1906-[49]
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is any doubt about it.
I go upon the
principle that one ought not to take any
man's property "ithout compensating him.
That is my reason for saying that that proposal goes against my grain. Let me submit
this question. I will put it in this simple
form. Compensation is to be a righ teous
thing fOl ten years, or, according to the
Government, for thirteen yearf':, but, when
the magic time is passed, it is to become
unrighteous. It is either right or wrong
from the jump. If the Government were to
say -" There will be no compensation at
all," I could understand t.hat as being something in the way of a principle that one could
stick to, but, as the matter is pnt down now,
it is neither flesh, nor fow 1, nor good red
herring. Some interesting figures have been
I
given dl.lriug the debate on the Bill.
should like to give H. very short extract to
call attentirln to the condition of things in
the old country as compared with this
country. r:rhe honorable member for Brunswick gaye a great many extracts. I think,
that, to a great extent, he spoilt in that
respect all otherwise exceedingly fiue speech.
I did him the honour to read it. That is the
only thing I read of last week's proceedings.
I would not bother reading the speech of the
Minister of 'Vater Supply, because J do not
agree with it. I got light and learning from
the speech of the honorable member for
Brunswick.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-You cannot vote on
both sides, you know.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I can vote on both sides
if I like.
Mr. Ih:NT.-I think not.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Do not twist my tail
the wrong wa.y or I might vote against the
honorable gentleman. There are between
3,000 and 4,00f) pH blic-houses here. Weare
dealing mainly wit h public-houses, not with
wine shops or other llw.tters. 1 ehould like
the honorable member for Brunswick to listen
to these figures, because they may be u:-.>eful
to him. The honorable member will find a
remarkable article in a number of the l!Minburgh Review for 1904. I think it is about
the latest thing on the Sll bject, and it was
founded evidently upon the legislation of that
year. It appears there are in England and
'Vales about 102,000 licences to sell intox~catillg liq nors for consumption on the
premises.
'l'hat has nothing to do with
selling liquor for consumption off the premises.
The population of England and
"Vales in 1901 was 32,527,843. There is,
therefore, one public-honse for every 3] 9 men,
womell, and children, or, if one takes the
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ordinary average of five persons to the household, there it:) one public-house for every
six ty -l h ree families. That being so, is there
not a greater proportion of licensed premises
for the consumption of liquor 011 the premises in England and "Vales than in Victoria?
There is OlIe thing abont Victorian legislation
that 1 do not think we have paid fair attention to. In 1885 the principal Act was
passed. The population, notwithstanding
the exodus of a.ble- bodied men to the "Vest,
is a great deal larger now than it was in 18R;'i.
There are twenty years we have to account
for. The number of hotels existing now is
considerably smaller than it was then. The
figures have been mentioned here. There
have been 200 hotels closed by means of the
compensation process, bnt about 1,000 all
told huve been closed in other ways. Do you
remember, Mr. Speaker. that where the
Federal Coffee Palace stands now there was
an hotel called the Euglish Admiral, or The
Admiral?
Mr. BnoMLEY.-The Adtuiral Nelson.
)1r. GAUNSON.--It was given up to make
way for the coffee palace. That is only one
illustration. There must have been many
eueh cases. When honorable members talk
about wiping out the bars, what do they mean
by this rude expression?
Wiping out the
bars! There may be some reason for amendment in the existing law. For instance, the
clubs, I think, want regulating, although I do
llOt agree with the proposed mode of police
surveillance. I think there is no need for
that. Indeed. from what I ha\'e heard, I
think the police surveillance over publichouses might be restricted. I have a letter
from a lady at Castlemaine, complaining of
the conduct of the police in invading her premises after hours, and going into her private
bedroom.
Mr. EU1SLIK.-The Premier has one, too.
Mr. GAUN~ON.-I dare say he has. "[
do not want to read this letter. There appears to be an old lady who lives at the back
of the hotel who herself owns two hotels,
and is eternally putting the police on to the
poor victim who lives in the hotel in front of
her. The police are put on to this hotel practically for the amusement of the lady \vho
owns a couple of hotels herself. There are
only one or two more ('omments I have to
make, and then I hlwe finished, because 1 do
not propose to offer the slightest opposition
to the Bill. I am only pointing (l)llt where I
think it is wrong. I think there is some
11eed for legislation. As the law now stands
I have advised clubs before to-day that they
do not require to go to the Licensing Court
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for a certificate, and there is one club-the
Democratic Club-that runs as a club and
distributes liquor amongst its own members
without any certificate whateyer. That is
upon my advice. I think it would be desirable with respect to some of the clubs
that there should be legislation. I think
they have an unfair advllntage where they
are very largely merely drinking shops. In
that ca3e they are in unfair competition with
the licensees who have to provide accommoda.tion and all the rest of it.
:Mr. B,,:NT.-\Vhat about the Democratic
Club, when members take a friend in ?
Mr. GAUNSON.-There is no harm in
that, so long asthe memberspa.y. Butif a member takes in another man with the intention
that the man shall shout for him, that is
against the law, and the man could be
punished.
Mr. BENT.-Does that happen ~
Mr. GAUNSON.-That has happened, and
the liquor has been confiscated, but they
have sold as right as rain. As regard8 loeal
uption, I do not like that idea. I do not
believe in the people in one particnlar division in the State being permitted to give
votes in respect of the property of another
set of people. Take, for instance. the case
as put to-night by the honorable member for
Gippsland North. Dllrin~ Cup time and
great Show times in :Melbourne the hotel
accommodation in Melbourne is over-taxed.
What a pretty state of things it would be to
allow the people of Melbourne, who themselves are not in want of hotels, which
really exist for the wants of the travelling
public who travel throughout the commnnity, to decide in this matter.
What
a monstrous thing it would be to permit
8'ome of these people in the portion thickly
sown with hotels to have a voice in shutting
up these botpls, without paying compensa.tion, at their own sweet will.
Mr. HANNAII.-A large number of these
hotels have DO accommodation to offer the
public.
Many have not more than three
bedrooms.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Tbat is more than is
generally wanted. Did the honorable member ever try to obtain accommodation, and
has he been refused? If the honorable memo
ber has not, he knows nothing about it. It
all depends on what sort of accommodation
one wants.
Mr. HANNAH.-Thatir:, the sworn evideYlCe
given before the Tied Houses Commission.
Mr. GAUNSON.-That is a very big
matter, indeed. rrhere is no doubt It will
require to be gone into some day. It has
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had to be gone into in England.

They have
not been able to oope with it there. No
doubt a. great deal could be said against tied
houaes, although it will be found, when we
·oome to deal with the question, that we have
bitten off more than we can chew. That is
the real fact about the tied houses question.
Besides, one must not pay too much attention to evidence given before Commissions
when the evidence is not given on oath.
People may tell any quantity of lies, ana one
oannot do anything at all. One is practically
defenceless. I should like to say a word or
two about barmaids.
There are a great
many of these purists who would not al10w
these girls to earn a living in the bars. I do
not know where they get their blackguard
notions from. I have been knocking about
bars f()f mOl'e tha.n forty years, and it was
never my lot to ceme across a bad barmaid
in all that time.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-They were all
good.
Mr. G A UNSON -All good, and I think
it is the lowest and most caddish thing to
represent them as being otherwise. The men
who go into a bar and then whisper some soft
nothing as though the girls do not know
what fellows they are, and then ask for a
glass of gin and water, are the chaps who say
that kind of thing. But I fancy if the barmaids are to be wiped out-that is the
phra8~-if the barmaids are to be abolished,
I think it will be ollly rea.sonable to give
them compensation on a very· liberal scale.
You will have to take into consideration the
age of the mll.ids-by the way, some of them
are married women-and you will haye to
make a sort of actuarial calculation as to how
long they are likely to live and hold ont in
the bllBiness.
While the Ia.mp holds out to burn
The vilest sinner ma.y return.

For my own pa.rt, I think I should be inclined to agree to a measure of this kind if it
were provided that no girl under ilie age of
seventeen years or above the age of ninety
shoukl be employed in a bar. I think I
would limit it to Dinety. If anyone of them
is a m&id at the tim~ she is ninety, I should
8ay that th8.t is entirely her own fault.
It
reminds me of a very funny cartoon that I
once law. A very old da.me was in bed very
ill indeed, and a Jady Scripture reader \HlS
reading to her, when suddenly the old dame
r~i8ed herself and shook her 63ts menacingly.
The lady reader had just read out the words,
., There shaH be weeping and wailing and
gnashing of teeth." " Let 'em," says the old
[4:9]-2
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woman; "let 'em gnash 'em as 'as 'em. I
haven't had any the last thirty years." That
will be the condition of the barmaids at
ninety, and I don't think that anyone will
partieularly want to be served by them.
There is just one thing that bas struck me
in connexion with this measure. I must
eompliment the Premier for llis coura.ge in
tackling this question.
No doubt some
legislation was required in respect to clubs,
and to
take away the licence fund
from
the
mUJlicipalities,
but, apart
from those matters, I want to know
what have we done ill under the present
licensing 1a w.
I t has been in existence for
twenty years, and has worked well. So far
as I know, there has been no startling case of
a house being so ill conducted that it had to
. be deprived of its licence. In the whole
course of the twenty years I cannot remember
one case of an hotel beiLlg deprived of its
licence on account of miacond uct.· It is said
that the licensee is mainly aimed at, ./lud not
the owner of the premises. Now, I think
that so long as we safeguard the ownel' from
being robbed by a wicked tenant, it would
be a prudent thing to punish the owner of
au hotel who is so careless in overseeing and
managing his property as to allow a fiagra.nt
breach of the Jaw to take place. He should
be pUlilished by taking the licence away from
the premises as well as from the licensee. On
the question of Sunday trading, I would like
to ask how many honorable members go to
church ~ I would like them honestly {o answer
that question.
With the exception of the
Premier and the honorable member for St.
Kilda., aud perhal>s the Minister of Water
Supply, I venture to say that the majority of
honorable membersof this House, if not the
whole of them, are, like myself, non-churchgoers.
Mr. HANN.AH.-Have you fallen from
gracd? I thought you used to be a ehurch.
organist.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I think I am as near
the throne of grace as any of the black-coated
gentry-quite as close. I am a good deal
like that jack tar, who, when the Salvation
Army people told him to stand up jf he
wanted to be sayed. said he would not. (, 'I
don't want to go to heaven with '5ooh a.
crew," he said. That is about my opinion.
When I go to heaven I wan' to go in ~ood
company. Now, referring to Suuday trading,
if it be true that there are 20,000 people
who defy the law, why should not those
people's wamts be reasonably catered for ~
You are breeding up a population .of 20,000
law-breakers every Sunday.
By your
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iniquitous legislation you are breeding a
perjury-loving community. A man will go
into the witness box and perjure himself-I
would not hesitate to do it myself. Suppose
I went into an hotel of a Sunday and had a
drink, do yon not think 1 would swear it
was soft 3tufl' rather than allow a poor widow
woman to be fined ~
Mr. HANNAII.-'Vould it not still be
illegn.l if it was soft stuff?
Mr. GAUNSON.-~o, it would not, but I
am not astonished at anything coming from
thltt side.
.
Mr. BRO){I.Ey.-ftIany of us agree with
you.
Mr. GAU~SON.-There is one observation which the Minister of Water Supply, I
think, made that 1 cannot disagree withit was to the effect that Parliament is nlltbound by the acts of its predecessors. That
is quite true. The present Parliament may
pass a Rill depriving owners and licensees of
oompensation altogether. The next Parliament that comes along is not bound by that.
It may repeal that enactment, and insist on
giving compensatiun. That must be admitted
by every parliamentarian. No Parliament is
bound hand and foot by the acts of its predecessors. It can always go on repealing
them. But whell I say that I agree with
that observation, it is about the only observat.ion of the Minister of \Vater Supply that
I do a.gree with. I ask honorable members,
who are all largely bound up in the interest:-;
of their constituents-I am not; I am
depart.ing from these sam'e(l halls; I am dcad
or dyillg-I wOllld like to ask them. as I
do not represent nny pal·ticlllar municipa.lity,
although I represell~ all the municipalities
of the State, what was originM.lly the underlying notion that seemed to jnstify the
municipalities getting the licence-fees? Well,
I think it must have been that in the old
oountry every municipa,lity provides its own
police, and it was in consideration of that
circumstance-the notion that they would
have to pay for their police, who would be
largely engaged in attending to law and
order, which hotels are generally supposed not
to contribute to-that the money was given
to them originally. Another consideration
may have been that they were poor and
F5truggling. N ow I do not like to say that
this money should be taken a way from the
municipalities altogethel', but really, out of
evil may spring good, and I would ask the
attention of the Premier to this snggestion
of mine. rrhis country is greatly suffering
from many causes, amongst which is the want
of proper road accommodation, and, just as
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out of the public revenue the railways,
which are only the iron roads of the country,
have been constructed and maintained, so the
m()l1eys arising from the licences, that would
otherwise go to the municipalities in certain
directions, should be used by the Government for the maintenance of the main roads.
If this were done it would be one of the
greatest blessings to the community that
could be devised. I hope tha.t the suggestion
will bear some fruit.
Mr. BI<~NT.-How mallY would yote for the
proposal in this House?
~1r. G A UNSON.---The Premier puts a
practical question to me. J am assumilJg tha.t
honorable members are a.ll patriots on this
occasion, as I am, but it appears that whilst
they are all conscientiously in favour of compensation, the municipalities will not give up
what they possess. No, they are like a cat
with a fish. Did you ever see ~"\.ny one get a
fish away from a cat? They have that fish
and are goillg to stick to it. Is there no
patriotism amongst us ?
Mr. GUA Y.-" Patriotism is the last refuge
of a scoundrel."
Mr. GAU~SON.-Did honorable members hear that deep sepulchral Gmy's elegy
in tt churchyard -" Patriotism is the last
refuge of a scoundrel." 'V ell , I am completely put off sa.ying· anything more about
patriotism, but I really did hope that the
munioipal membel's-I llleaIl the gelltlemcn
that represent parishes-would lay hold of
that suggestion, because I am sure it wguld
be a good idea. If they cannot get money for
the municipa.lities in one way, let the Govel'l1ment take oyer the care of the main roads.
rrhat would be of the greatest help to the
municipalities.
Mr. HAHRIs.-~ationalize the main rJads.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I do not like the word
"nationalize." I think I have now pretty
well exhausted my speech. I started by saying that I did llOt think that 1 could throw
much light" en the sllbject, and I do not pretend to have done so; bllt I have the
greatest abhorrence, as well as contempt, fur
these black-coated men. I hope that what I
ha\"e said will put a little courage into
honorable members. Just one word in conclusion, and I have done. The term, "nationalize the roads," brought me to a craze
of my friend, the honorable men"} ber for
North Melbourne.
He says "na.tionalize
the drink;" and he referred us to that lovely
country where they are freely throwing their
bombs about. amI other little delicate attentions of· thn.t ~ort. He said-" Let us go to
Hnssia."
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Mr. ANSTEY.-You are getting close to
Judkins now.
Mr. GAUNSON.-No, I leave Judkins to
go to Russia, if he likes. I would not follow
him there unless it was with a bar of soap to
wash him clean. They have girded at me,
.alld have told me thali I shall be soon gone
and t(Gaun~soon," and witticisms of that kind.
The only thing I could not help remarking quietly to·night that I t.hought was
weak in the arguments of t he honorable
member for Brunswick, w<"tS when he spoke
-of the ~ell1bers on that (the Opposition)
side of the House, when they were a sprouting little party lifting up the lot of fallen
humanity and improving the helpless (tnd
starving condition of the poor. That was all
round my hat.
He said that they were
struggling with the giant, Drink, when they
were ISO weak, and the Church was struggling
with the question now they were so ignorant.
An HONoRABLIl: MEMBER.-Theyare just as
wrong in the temp(;)rance question.
Mr. GAUNSON.- Temperanee! Why,
where have we got it 1 Have we got it ill
Judkins?
Mr. ANST1l:\-.-You are a, brilliant example
-of temperance.
.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Kot a bit of it. N0t
in anything.
Not in . speaking. not in
-cirinkiug, not in feeling: not in eating,
not in sleeping. If ever hOllorable members
llave taken the trouble to read "Measure for
Measure." they will remember that Lucio
sliYs in regard to one evilIt is impossible to extirp it quite, fdar, till
(!ating and drinking be put down.

It is the sl:lme with drink. Are we not
the most armnt humbugs in the world,
Mr. Speaker, excepting' yourself? 'iVe are
going to put down drink. Of course we
are going to put it down, when we have a
~ha.nce of pntting it down, but we will always
pa.y f()r it when we do so. As the Premier
himself said, what is all this humbug from
thel)e gentlemen who think they are so close
to heaven? Have honorable members ever
given themselves the time to think of the
.enormous issues invol ved in the matter
merely in regard to taxation 1 What is produced from the Customs for drink? r have
!lot taken the trouble to look up the figures.
Mr. ANSTEY. - A bout one-third of the
total taxa.t.ion of the country.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Say i~ is something
like £2,000,000. If people are not humbugs,
let them look at what the Premier said.
He said, "As long as you allow drmk to
come in through the Heads, how are you
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going to stop its consumption?" As long as
you allow it to come in through the Heads
you will ('harge taxation.
Suppose that one
or two million pounds is wiped out altogether,
do honorable members think the people o')uld
stand a taxation of 011e or two million pounds
on other commodities? They do not see wha.t
they are paying on drink. When a man
takes his glass of whisky he is paying
2d. to the revenue. Let us work it out.
There is 12s. to the gallon, six bottles to
t.he gallon, and twelve drinks to the bottle.
r am giving a practical lesson now. Are
the people going to lose all that taxation t
After the people have given up the vice of
drink, as it is called-I deny it is a vice;
it is a -blessillg-what more odious form
of vice will be substituted for it? Can
anv one doubt that there will be one?
"viII the honorable member for Brunswiok
allow n:l.e to say again that the speech of his,
which I read, was a remarkably fine speech,
and that for the first half hour, or the first
quarter of an hour, the honorable member
spoke in a very fine strain, and every
one was immensely pleased, but where he
got a little bit off the track was in making
too many quotations.
He must allow all
older member th&n himself to give him
a few hints. I am not a great speaker, and do
not pretend to be one r only spealt for money.
Can honorable members imagine a sober
community-a sober, beastly, brutal community-make no mistake about that, it is what
I mean.
It does not necessarily follow that
because a man drinks he is to make a beast of
himself. He need not do that; it is a matter
of free will. If I choose to set my life in
such a fashion that my lamp is al ways burning, and that I am ready to be called, that is
the doctrine of free will.
Tf I care to go
head-long to the devil who is to stop me ~
Mr. 'fouTCHER.-Jl1dkins.
Mr. GAUNSON -Judkins be deified. I
am sick and tired or this cant, and all this
twaddle. We have observed various nations
of this world which are supposed to have lost
their virility. I do not know whether we
are not mistaken in that view. An article
in the Edinbu?'gh Review, writteu ill 1904,
saysRecent inquiries in connexion with the fis~al
controversy have proved beyond question tha.t
wages stand at a much higher average in England
than in any eontinenta.l country.

I suppose the writer excepts America.
article goes OIl-

The

If the English workman often in practice seems
to lead a more joyless, squalid life than his French
or German brother,. the explanation is that too
large a part of his wages goes in drink.
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I do not agree with that view at all. I
ra-ther adopt the view that the public-house
is the place for social intercourse amongst
the working men.
Were our ancestors small men or were they great
men ~ I think they were as great as any we
will produce in the succeeding centuries,
and we know it is a common statement that
our ancestors considered their legislation in
two ways. 'rhey cOllsidered it when they
were sober and when they were drunk, so
they considered it in every light. What is all
this rubbish. that is talked about drink ~ I
am sick of it.
I believe in the statement in
the ScriptureThese people draw near me with their mouth,
and with their lips do honour me, but have removed
their heart from me, and they are far from me.

The article I was reading from the Edinburgh Revi~w continuesThe moderate drinking of alcoholic liquor adds a
pleasure to life, a.nd most people will depreca.te the
&b&ndonment of a.ny habit which makes existence
more a.greea.ble. But excessive drinking is an evil
agency of the most ha.teful character, and everyone
mnst wish to rid his country of its hateful presence.

No doubt all honorable members have seen
some sad cases of men who have given
"Way to excessive drink, and the unhappy
results that have fonowed from it. Because
1 per cent. of the community-not more,
because I no not think there can be 1 per
oent. in the lunatic asylums-ruin themselves through drink are we to stop all
drinl{ing ~ I quite accept the stat-ement of
the honorable member for Brunswick that it
is rubbish to say that insanity or crime i~
caused by drink, and I may say that in my
practical experience as a lawyer I have known
the most beastly abominations to have been
committed by teetotallers. 'l'hat is a fact.
It is not t.he drunken mau who commits the
abominable offences. What a1>ollt the reverend brother who ran away with another
man's wife the other day? "Tha.t did he
belong to? What particular church did he
scrape his feet with 1 Are these people any
better than we are? Are they not men
with like passions to the ones we have ~ Are
they t.o dictate to me how I shall eat or
drink, or how I shall sleep ()r anythiug else?
WhQ are they in the name of the Lord that
they should arrogate to themselves the right
of dictating to t,he community whether tbey
are to be go~d or to be evil; if they
a.re evil the law will punish them, and not only
will the law punish them, but they will be
punished in their own consciences. Every
man who has had a little experience like I
have knows "the wages of l:)in is death."
It is all very lovely while you are at it,
Mr. Gaunson.
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but you have to pa.y for it, my friends.
I
hope we will not be afraid of the clergy. \Ve
have seen in Ollr past history how they haye
tried to domineer and dominate, and I
siucerely deprecate this proposaL to have the
lllcal option polls on the same day as the
elections for the Assembly. 1f once this
question of the drink traffic comes up, it will
be nothing bnt an open sore, and the clergy
of this community will be coming into the
houses of the people and trying to dictate to
them. They will tell you what you are to
eat and drink. They will go a great deal
further than that, like
Mr.
Varley
did in speaking on the theatre.
r
am not going to repeat his languag~
I think it is nnfit to be repeated, although
he called himself an evangelist. To have the
local option polls on the sa-me day as , the
elections would be to ~ake the clergy of this·
country not 0l1lydominating but domineering.
If they were the l",st words I uttered in this
House I would say, "Remember that the
Constitution of this country deliberately laid
it down that no clergyman of any denomination whatsoever, whatever might be his rank,
title, or designation, was eligible to be elected
as a member of this House." I mightgo a little
fnrther, although it is not necessary for the
argument, and say that the Constitution at
the same time prohibited felons from being
elected. It was not that the clergy were
better or worse than felons, but because they
were just as hurtful to the enlightened
liberal system that ought to prevail among
free-born Englishmen, especially in a Protestant community. We had a great deal
to do in our time to shake off the old
Church, but we shall want a great deal more
to shake off the domination of the new
Church, andas I don't believein the domination
of either one or the other, and will always
maintain my Protestantism to that extent, I
protest against the whole blessed l@t. I
therefore
call myself the very hest
I do proame"lIgst YOIl Protf'stants.
test against these men being allowed,
and I should say their conduct is most
unconstitutional, in caning public meetings,
and desecrating our Sflbbath day, which we
are told should be holy, with their Pleasant
Sunday Afternoons,and their thrummings and
their singings, and their dallcings and their
taborings, and their J udkinses, and their God
knows whom. Away with them, I say. I
would have none of such people. I would
not listen to such intellectual riff-raft', for
literally they are no better, although they
may wear a long black coat, and look smug
and saintly, and say saintly things.
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Mr. J. W. BILLSON (f'itzroy).-I believe
in local option. 1 think the people have the
right themsel ves to determine the number of
public-houses that should be in their midst.
rrhey alone, in my opinion, have the rigbt to
determine whether that number shall be
small or large. They should have the right to
close every hotel. 'llbey should have the right
to increase their number, if a ma.jority of them
are of that opinion. 1 believe in looal option,
because it is an instalment of t.he referendum.
If we were to submit the question of compensation to a vote of .the people, it would
not be an unwise thing. I do not believe in the local option. poll being
taken on election day.
Any other
day would be preferable, because on that day
the question is sure to be mixed up with the
political questions of the hour, and those who
are advocating the exti!lctio:l of public-houses,
and those who are opposed to t.hat party,
will be aure to devote their a&tention, not so
much to the main question itself, as to the
individuality or the particular charaoteristics
()f the candidate.. I differ from my friends,
'he total abstinence party. I do not call the
temperance party my friends. 'rhey are not
my friends. They never were my friends. I
am not a temperance man so far as alcoholic
liquors are concerned. I never was. I never
shall be. I am a total abstainer. I have
listeued, during this discussion, with a great
amount of interest to the temperance party
in this House.
I have heard them talking
about t~e evil affects of aloohol, and 1
wondered whether they were in earnest, or
whether they were hood winking the ~ople
trying to mislead them-simply posing. Take
tha honorable member for Ha\\-·thorn. Any
man who believers, as he is supposed to
believe, that the drinking habits of the
people produce the evil results which
he described, surely could not conscientiously and consistently take drink, but
he manages aU right.
I would back
him against any man in the House to preach
against the evils of intoxicants, and drink
his champagne at a banquet. I do not like
the temperanee party in politics.
My
reasons are very simple. I have been a. total
abstainer since I was a youngster. The first
time I mixed in politics in this country I was
supporting a consistent advocate of total
abstinence. He WIlS opposed by a brewer.
The temperance party made their selection.
They selected, not the total abstainer, but
the brewel" My next experience was .,.. hen
a Labour man-a total abstaiIJer-was opposed
by an individual who was a conservative aud
a fairly wealthy man.
Again the temper-
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ance party declared in f~l. vour of the nonabstainer, as opposed to the abstainer.
Go,
to Bendigo. The honorable member for
Bendigo West is a total abstainer, but they
selected a man who drank in preference to
him. Go to Hawthorn. Mr. Barbour put up
as a candidate for this House. .He was a.
Rechabite, but the temperance party supported his opponent, and helped. to defeat
the Recbabite. ~rake my own case in Fitzroy.
Several men put up, one of them a total
abstainer, and they selected two men who
drank in preference to the total abstainer.
Mr. COLEcHlN.-One was called" the beersparrer."
Ml'. J. \-Y. BILLSON ('F'itzroy).-I told
them ~ could get the temperance vote allY
time I wanted it. Theyasked me how. I said
I ,,'ould start a wine shop. They have a deputation, and they say to Mr. Pit.t, and also to
Mr. McLellan, who are honorable members of
&nother place, and to myself-" You support
the programme which we have here, and we
will guarantee you all kinds of support. Yom'
position is assured. But you oppose our
platform, and the whole of our forces will be
arrayed against you. Your position is gone."
J want to know what is the difference between that and bribery. I have yet to learn
it. That is their price. I simply refused
absolutely. I am a total abstainer. If 1 ha.d
my way I would abolish the drink altogether.
I do not believe in it, either in small 01'
in large quantities, but I disagree with my
friends on one question, and probably on one
question only-the question of compensation.
I hope I am a fair man. At all events I try
to be, and if I am unfair it is an error of
judgment. That is my charaeter as given
by myself. I place myself in the position of
a publicau or owner of a public-house, and
I sa.y, ~'I see a measure before the House that.
is likely to take from Ole at least 50 per cent.
of the capital that I have invested." 1 wantto
know, if I was in the position of the publican
or the owner of that public-house, whether the
Legislature of my country would be doing
right by taking, at one fell swoop, the unearned increment which they have admitted
and acknowledged, and, by Act of Parliamen~,
assured to me in the form of a licence 80 long
as my house is well conducted, because this
was the law and is the law to-day in connexion with all licences prior to 1885. The
honorable member for Ha.wthorn delivered
himself of some very democratio ideas, with
which I agree in part. Some portion of them
1 do not agree with. For instance, I believe
that the land laws of our countrv are as bad
as the licensing laws. 1 do not believe in tho
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owncrship of land. If I had my way
I would nH.tiomliize the whole of the lands of
this country to-morrow, and, although I and

others who believe in the same) doctrine have
been designated as confisca.tors all over the
country, I would tlot take an inch of land
from any man, or from all'y corporation,
without giving him or them the fair market
value of the land which I took. 'l'hCll I will
not take from the publican any value that
has been obtained and maintained through
the medium of the law, unless I am prepared
to give him
compensation either in
the shape of a decent time limit,
because that is compensation in a form,
and three years in my opinion is not
sufficient-either, I say. ill the shape of at
least ten years' time limit, or in the form of a
money comrensation, that will recoup him
for his outlay. Many of the~e men who are
not., like myself, total abstainers, look upon it
as a legitimate business. They have saved
their money for years, and have attempted to
secure an independence by means of a public'
house. As they have been encouraged by
the law to speculate or invest in thi.., direction, the law should respect their rights.
When t.he temperance party say that they will
oppose every man who is not ill favour of
confiscation, then I mllst meet their opposition, and I am prepared to do so. There are
ma.ny clauses in the Bill that I shall be very
much inclined to disagree with, and there
are some to which I shall give a. wholehearted linpport.
I shall speak, I hope,
more fully on this matter when we get into
Committee, because I recoguise that this is
essentially a Committee Bill. I believe the
more public-houses we close the more clubs
we will open, but I would rather a club a
thousand times than a public-house. If they
were all clubs to-morrow, and one man misconducted himself, was an habitual drunkard, they
could expel him, and having that llame he
wonld not be able to enter another club.
Besides that, the good comradeship which he
would meet there would, in most cases, keep
him steady arid respectable. There would
not be the iU('J(mtive to bleed the last shilling
out of a man that there is now in connexion
with hotel licences. But I cannot agree with
those people who condemn the publican in
the unmeasured terms in which he has been
condem;'1~d. I Bee no difference between the
offei,ces of the buyer and the se11er.
1
cannot understand the purchaser calling the
seller a rogue and a vagabond, and everythini that is vile. I can understand some of
my friends who are total abstainers doing so,
because they believe the whole trade is evil,
Mr. J. W. Billson.
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but for men who drink even moderately, who
go there occasionally and purchase, to turll
round and call the man they are purchasing
it from everyt hing tlmt is vile, is a hypocrisy
that I should think should be exposed. We
propose by means of local option to close
hotels, and dlen we propose under this Bill
practically to double them in the country districts-toincrease thenumberof wayside licences, granting them every 5 miles instead of 10.
I am strongly opposed to any such increase.
1 am opposed to barmaids. I think we
should abolish then'\. but I think the provision should be extended also to wine Sh0pS.
I cannot see if it is an unfit vocation for a
young lady to be a IJal'maid in a publichouse that it is a fit vocation to follow in a
. wine shop. I know very little about wine
shops, and I do not know a great deal about
pu blic-houses. Of late years I know less
than J did some years ago, but I do know
from my friends, whose verdict I can rely
upon, that some of the wine shops are kept
by very reputable persons, and in a fashion
that is creditable; but there are others of a
very questionable character, and if we intend
to abolish barmaids from the public-houses
we must; be consistent and apply the same
provision to wine shops. I am not anxious
to put anyone out of employment, and I
would permit those who are now in the business to remain. I would give the existing
barmaids permits, bnt I would issue no permits to those engaged after the passing of
this measure. Barmen, and not parmaids,
I know one
should perform this duty.
hotel in town where the barmaids are well
paid; they get £1 5s. a week, and
they have regular hours; they get three
nights off per week, and they are not allowed
to drink even soft drinks with the customers,
nol' to hold allY conversation with them
beyond bidding good-day or the like. :Many
of those who are preaching and opposing
the publicans do not give to the girls they
etnployanything like £ 1 5s. per week. I
remember on a Wages Board when we had
to fight some of the most religious men in
the State who proposed that the minimum
wage for women should be lOs a week,
knowing yery well that lOs. a week was not
sufficient for a womall to pay her board,
clothe herself, and keep herself in that decent
fashion that \\'e would like our sisters and
onr daughters to be kept in. When we look
at the difference between the pay we cannot
help but agree with the honorable member
for Brunswick, that if these people wonld
try to improve the conditions of t he workers
so that they might find some legitimato
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leisure outside the public-house-if they
would give them a decent wage to enable
them to indulge in wholesome amu~emellts
there would be less drinking than there is
to-day. I simply rose to express my opinion
on this matter in a brief manner, and I think
I have done so. I want to say fmther that
I shall never agree with the temperance
party 011 the question of compensflotion. On
every other question I am opposed to the
liquor tt'affic in every shape and form. I
believe it is the greatest enemy that the
Labour Party have to fight against. -Were
it not for the drinking habits of the workers
of this and every other country-if they
din noli drown their despair in strong drink,
the reaul t would be that t hey would star6
thinking, the thinking would lead to action,
th!:l.t action would mean a reversal of the
present system, and a reversal of the present
system would bring more health, wealth, and
happiness to the people of this State.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read a second time.
On the question that the Bi1l be committed,
Mr. WATT said he had given notice of a
contingent motion on the second reading of
the Bill for the Bill to be committed to a
Select Committee. When he gave notice of
that motion, it was in face of the statement
made by the leader of the Government that
the Bill would be regarded as a non-party
one. Since that time, the extraordinary
speecb of the Minister of Water Hupply had
been made, from which one might infer,
although it was not explicitly stated, that the
vital principles of the Bill were to be made a
party matter. The Government had decided
to hold firm with respect to the compensation
provisions of the Bill. That being so, and in
addition to the fact that on personal application to the Premier, he (Mr. Watt) found
that the honor~ble gentlemanintellded to
{)ppose the proposal to refer the Bill to a
Select Committee, he (Mr. Watt) saw no
good, in view of the lengthy debate that had
taken place, in encouraging another lengthy
debate, as the forces of the Government must
lead to the loss of his proposal. He wonld
not, therefore, submit his proposal.
Mr. COLBCHIN.-It would not be fHir to
'Say to you that you are waiting to see how
the cat jumps, I suppose?
Mr. WATT said h.e was doing nothing of
the kind.
The Honse then went into Commjttee for
the considerat.ion of the Bill.
Clauses 1 and 2 were agreed to.
I
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On clause 3, which was as follows : In section four of the Licensing Act 1890(a) Sub-section (2) relating to vignerons is
hereby repealed; and
(b) At the end of th. section there sball be
added "nor (9) to any auctioneer
selling liquor by auction on account of
any person authorized by lli,w to sell
liquor,"

Mr. W AT'f said he was in doubt as to
what Minister was in charge of the Bill, seeing that there were h··o Ministers at the
table.
He nnderstood that the licensing
question came under the Chief Secretary's
lJepartment, but that honorable gentleman
was not at the table. Would the Chief Secretary, as the legal adviser of the Government
in this House, be good enough to explain
the effect of sub-clauses (a) and (b) of this
cla.use 1
Mr. BENT said the honorable member for
Essendon need not be very much concerned
as to who was in charge of the BiU because
he would find that the Minister in charge of
the Bill was about.
l\-Ir. W ATT.- Who is he? Put a scarlet
mark on his forehead so that we may identify
him.
Mr. BJ£NT said he thought the House had
done very well, and he had expected that the
debate would have taken a little longer. He
was very much obliged to members for the
manner in which the Bill had been discussed; he could not find fault at all. It was
to be hoped that with the practieal men ill
the House something would be done to pass
a good Bill. Everyone knew that the Bill
was a very difficult one to deal with. It had
not been prepared to please either one side
or the other.
With the knowledge he
had on this great question, and with the
aid of his colleagues, a Bill had been brought
down that appeared to have met with the
approbation of the House. If it were carried
it would do a great deal to regulate the drink
trf.l.ffic; and it would have a great deal to do
with ameliorating the conditions that the
honorable member for Brunswick spoke of.
Re was with other mem bel'S in congratulating
the honorable member for Brunswick on the
speech he had made. aud if the honorable
member would continue to take a deep
interest in the q nestiotl his assistance would
be appreciated. He was not fearful 8S to
what the leader of the Opposit.ion would do,
for when the honorable member spoke of
nationalization he knew full weH that we had
not the money to carry it Ollt. Whilst he
(Mr. Bent) might be in favour of lots of thinO's
it had to be remembered that the people h~d
I
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to be catered for, and that this matter had to
be tlcalt with on high grounds.
Mr. PRItNDKRGAS'l'.-Are you going to make
the question of compensation an open one?
Mr. BENT said that perhaps the honorable
member would ask that question of the
Minister in charge of the Bill. He proposed
to go on with the Bill tg-morrow week, so
that members would have ample time to prepare their amendments. He would like to see
some of the amendments, for he had not made
this a party question. If the amendments
were practical they would receive fair considera.tion from the Government.
Mr. HANNAH.-Are you going to make any
of the clauses vital?
Mr. BENT !:laid that if the honorable member put that que::!tion seriously he (Mr. Bent)
could answer it, but he knew the honorable
metriber was not serious; he was like the
honorable member for the Public Officers-he
was dead.
Mr. HANNAH.-I am always serious.
:\11'. BEN'r said he was glad to see the
honorable member serious for once. As
hononble members had worked so well, and
as it was now half-past ten o'clock, he would
not ask that any further business should be
done A good lDany honorable members had
to see their constituents to-monow and the
next day, and would no doubt obtain information from them.
Mr. PRENDERGAS1'.-'Vhat are you going
on with to-morrow?
Mr. BENT said he was going on with the
Im.proved Small Holdings Bill, and the
Administration and Probates Duties Bill.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-What about the Factories
(Employment of Chinese) Bill ?
Mr. BENT said he would ask the honorable merr.l.ber whether he did not think the
House Qught to take the Improved Small
Holdings Bill, and go throug'h with it ~ The
Minister of Lands would take charge of that
measure.
An HONORABf. . E MEMBER.- What about
the Boxing Bill ?
Mr. BENT eaid that if the honorable
member' .... ould give notice of that question
he might get. an answer next Wednes·
day.
He hoped
honorable
members
would be good enough to send in as soon
as possible any amendments that they had in
the Licensing Bill, so that the Government
could 10Qk into them. '1'he Government
would give a day to studying the amendments tkutt were handed in.
Mr. MACKINNON remarked that he had
some fourteen new clauses of the honorable
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member for Ovens to submit. They were
in print.
Mr. .J. CAM~RON (Gippsland East).Would it not be well to have a new Bill ?
Mr. MACKINN.O~ said they would make
considerable alteration of the Bill, if they
were adopted.
On the motion of Mr. BEN'l" progress was
then reported.
ADJOURNMENT.
THE UNEMPLOYED.
}Ir. BENT movedThat the House do now adjourn.

Mr. PRENDERGAHl' said he would like
to know from the Premier whether there WM
any chance of gettillg work for the unemployed.
A nnmber of men went to the honorable
gentleman's office to-day to see him, but the
honorable gentleman was busy on anothel;
matter, and they could not see him. He.
(Mr. Prenciergast) told them, however,
that he would ask the Premier if there
was a chance of more work beiug pr()vided.
A great number of them were
bard up. The honorable gentleman, he kne.w,
had done a good deal to assist them by
donations aud otherwise, but they wanted
work, and if the honorable gentleman could
offer any help, they would be thankfu1.
Mr. BENT stated t hat he had been busy
part of the day 011 that very matter, and
there would be some work very short I.Y. He
proposed, if alive to-morrow, to 100k at it.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.--Can you not go on
filling up the quarry at Spottiswoode 1
Mr. BENT said he had given orders about
that, as the honorable member f0r Williamstown knew.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at twenty-five
minutes to eleven o'clock.
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The SPEAKER took the chair at twentyfive minutes to five o'clock p.m.
MAINTENAXCE OF MAIN ROADS.
Mr. LAWSON asked the 1I1inister of
Public Works if he had any objection to inform the House what the Government intended to do in the matter of main·road
maintenance?
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Mr. E. H. CAMERON (Evelyn).-A decision on the subject has not yet been
arrived at.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOcK.-That is a very
good reply.
FACTORIES AND SHOPS
.AME~DMENT

ACTS

BILL.

Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT moved for Jeave
to introduce a Bi1l to amend the Factories
and Shops Acts.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was brought in and read a first time.
RAILWAYS AUDI'l' BILL.
The House went into Committee for the
further consideration of this Bill.
Discussion was resumed on clause I,
(Short title commencement and citation),
and of Mr. Colechin's amendment for the
addition of the following new sub-clause:The Auditor-Genera.l sha.1l herea.fter have full
power ..nd control to audit the whole of tbe
a.ccounts of the Ra.ilwa.ys Commissioners.

Mr. BEAZLEY said the Auditor-General
had the power already that the amendment
proposed to give, so that- it was not IleCef3sary to pass it.
Mr. MACKIN~ON said he quite agreed
with the remark of the honorable member
for Abbotsford. This amending Bill left
alive in the Act the powers that the AuditorGeneral now possessed, and it was perfectly
clear that that officer had the fullest power
to carry out his work.
Mr. WATT said that, even if it were
nece88ary to insert. the a.mendment, it would
not be right to insert it in clause 1. The
honOJ;able member for Geelong should withdraw it, even if it was to he proposed Jater
on.
The amendment was negatived.
Mr. PRENDERGAS'f said he wished to
know if the Committee of Public Accounts
had considered the Bill.
Mr. BEAZLEY said the Committee of
Public AC90unts had beld two meetings, one
ye8terday nfternoon, and one to.day, and had
gone into the question thoroughly. They
ha.d had Mr. Bruford, the Auditor General
before them, and, in giving evidenoe, he
expressed approval of the Bill as far as it
went, but he said it required another clatiBe
to give full effect to the prop@sal of the
Treasurer. While the Auditor-Genelal had
power to audit the railway accounts and bad
that power before l.he passing of the Act of
1895, Mr. Harold Kent,. in giving evidence,
sta.ted that the auditing at that time was not
thoroughly done. That was more a question
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of administration than one of power in the
Auditor-General. If the position were abolished, as proposed in the Bill, the old position would be reverted to, namely, that the
Auditor-General would have power to go into
the office at any time and audit the accounts.
The Auditor-General pointed outthnt he had
not the power to create the position of a man
to do that particular work, and that he
desired to have that power. The Corumittee
of Public Accounts had roughly drafted an
amend{llent, which he would read by way o.f
a snggestion to the Premier. The proposal was
that the Governor in Council, ~cting with the
Public Service Commissioner, should have
power to create any position necessary fo.r
carrying on this work.. Tbe Governor in Council would have the full power so that not-hing
could be done by the Auditor-General that
did not meet with the approvN.1 of the Ministry
of the da.y. There was no fear that the
Auditor-General wOllld exeroise any undue
power in creating any position. The AuditorGeneral pointed out that in the Railway Department there were. sixty officers engaged on
auditing work, and that he wanted only one
a.t present. He wanted that one man to
thoroughly supArvise the auditing of the
Rail way Department and report to him, and
he wished to be able to take further steps
when he found it necessary to do so. The
Auditor-General merely ,vished to find out
the state of things that existed. The Committee of Public Accounts still held the
opinion that the auditor ought to be
paid by the Railway Department, but not
directly. If the Department paid the officers
doing t.e work by placing the sum on their
own estimates the matter would still be under
the influence of the Railway Department or
'he Minister of Rail ways for the time being.
'I'he COlllmittee suggested that a clauseshould be inserted similar to t he provision
in the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works Act that the cost of the officers supervising the audit should be paid by the Metropolitan Board of Works into the Consolidated
Revenue, and that the salaries of those men
should be paid out «>f the re'Venue by the
Public Service. It would meet the case if
a c1ause carrying out that idea were added,
the object being that all the audit should be
thoroughly under the control of the Auditor·
General, all the officers gradualJy to come
under his control, starting with one man,
and taking more as he thought fit, or
rather as it was found desirable, while the
cost of the audit should be paid in a lump
sum by the Railway Department into the
Public Account. The Committee had drafted

me
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a clause, which of course they were quite
willing should be altered so long as the intention was carried out, as follows : The Public Service Commissioner with the a.pproval of the Governor in Council-

The Committee put it tbat \ray because the
Public Service Commissioner 1l0W had the
power to make all appointments, and it
woald not be fair to make another Department for creating appointments apart from
hill!. l'herefore, in order that there should be
nothing wrong done the Committee proposed
to place the matter in the bands of the Public Service Commissioner subject to the approval of the Governor in Councilshall without further authority than this Act have
power to create such positions and make such appointments and arrangements as shall he necessary
to enable the Auditor-General to audit and report
upon the accounts of receipts and expenditure of
the Railway Depa.rtment.

Then the Committee proposed to give power
to transfer officers from the Rail ".ay Department to the Audit Office to the positions so
created. No power existed at present by
which raihvayofficers could be transferred to
the Public Service, and the Committee suggested that a clause should be put in giving
that power. Then followed the proposal to put
in a clause similar to the last paragraph of
section 4~ of the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Act No. 1197. It was
pointed ont to the Committee that in the
long rUll this would be a saving of money,
because the Auditor-Genenll at the present
time did part of the railway andit, and the
Railway Department also did part of it, so
that a good deal of the work was duplicated,
and if the whole of the work was done
eventually by the Audit Office there would
be a saving to the Hail way Department
itself.
1'he Hailway Department, being
a
trading concern, should
bear the
cost and pay the whole expense of
carrying on their work, and of the supervision of their accounts. The Committee
desired that t.he money should be paid by
the Department to the general revenue,
from which the officers would be paid, so
that the control should be taken out of the
hands of the H.ail ways Commissioners.
Mr. W·.A..T'r said it would be interesting
to know whether 1 be Govel'llment would see
tit to accept t be suggestions of the Chairman
of t.he Committee nf Public Accounts.
Mr. BENT.-The Government will not.
Better til ke the l'reasurv at ollce.
Mr. 'VAT}' said he \\~onld like to have it
himself.
Mr. BENT.-I know you won't get it.
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Mr. WATT said he meant for the purpose of pt'ivate profit. Then the Government were not going to accept, the suggestion ?
Mr. BENT.-No. I do not want to say
what I think, but do you think they will
take it out of my h~nds 1
Mr. VV ATT said it would be very interesting to know what the Treasllrer did
think.
Mr. BE~T -You won't get it.
Mr. 'iVT AT'.I'.- What was the good of asking any Committee of this Honse to report
upon a Bill if their suggestions were not to
be entertained with some degree of sympathy ~
Mr. BEN'l'.- Yon had better take the
Treasury at once.
Mr. V\T A1''1' said personally he did not care
whether the Treasurer accepted the Committee's recommendations or not, but from
the public point of view what was the good
of referring a ma.tter of this kind to a Committee, asking them to call a high and responsible officer like the Auditor-General
before they framed their recommendations,
and then to have the matter treated in this
way in the Honse? If that was to happen
no honorable self-respecting man would sit
on the Committee.
Mr. BENT stated t.hat the very same men
that the Committee said gave them the information also gave him the information. Did
the Committee think he was going to let the
Auditor-General start anot.her staff~ .
Mr. BEAzLEY.--The Governor in Council.
Mr. B~N1' said under the existing law as
laid down in the Public Service Act it conld
not be done.
Mr. PRENDEHGAST.-But you can pass it.
in this Bill.
Mr. BENT said he would not do it ill this
Bill. The Auditor-General gave him the information which he had now in writing.
\Vhat did he care about a Comlllittee that
. went behind his back and called the very
officer that gave him the information? At
any rate, he would not consent to the suggestions. 'rhe propositioll in the Rill was to
allow the accounts to be andited by the
A uditor-General. It was not to get a staff
.for the A ud itor· General. That officer wan ted
now to take over sixty railway men, or said
he would take one, and afterwards take the
rest.
Mr. WATT.-lf you agree.
.
Mr. BENT said he would not agree to it.
Sir ALEXANDEH, PEACOC K said he
was sorry the Prernif'r had taken up this
attitude. The memberR of the Committee·
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of Public Accounts were not in the slightest
degree anxious to usurp any functions which
did not properly belong to them. They
represented all sections of the House. The
Bill was under consideration last night, and
the Premier, if he looked at the matter
closely, would see he was doing some little
injustice to the Chairman of the Committee.
Mr. BltNT.-I do not care. I am not
speaking to the Chairman only. I am speaking to everyone of the Committee.
Sir ALEXANDEH PEACOCK said the
Premier had not had time to consider the
Committee's suggestions. He (Sir Alexruuder
Peacock) was responsible for making the suggestion at the meeting of the Committee
that the Chairman should see the Premier
and suggest that this Order of the Day f;hould
be postponed for a short time, so that the
?arliamentary Draftsman might besummoned
and put the Committee's suggestions into
proper legal form, in order that they might
be laid before the Premier, alld that that
honorable gentleman might have time to.consider them, bllt he recognised that the
Premier was anxious last night to get the
Bill to another place as quickly as possible.
Mr. BKNT.-Do you want to make a fresh
Department ~ I will do that.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-No. The
Premier was under a misapprehension on that
point. The Committee had the A uditorGeneral before them this afternoon.
He
understood that last night the Premier
agreed that the Committee should consider
the Bill, and the Committee were anxious to
ascertain from the Auditor-Gelleral whether
the Bill carried ont all that the CommitteE'
desired to attain in the recommendations
they made to the House some time last
session. Mr. Brnford said it did, but it
scarcely went far enough. The position,
shortly, was that there were sixty officers in the
Hailway Department doing checking work,
and the Committee asked Mr. Bruford how
that work could best be done in the interests
of the State~ It seemed clear .to the Committee, although they had not got evidence
on the point, that there was a lot of duplication of the audit work that came from the
Rail way Department at present.
Mr. BENl'.-Did you ask the Railways
Commissioners to-day about it after you had
heard Mr. Bruford ~
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said the
Committee only met at ft.>ur.
.
Mr. BENT.-And you recommended that
sixty should be taken over.

Rill.

Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK. - No.
All the Committefl recommended was that
the Public /:;ervice Commisl:lioner, with the
consent of the Governor in Council, should
have power to transfer these officers
from the. Rail way Department, where they
were uuder the control of ° the Railways
Commissioners, to the A udi t Office if they
were needed. That would not increase the
expense. If the Premier would adjourn this
discussion-Mr. BENT.-Adjourn it sine die if you
like.
Sir A LEXAXDER PEACOCK said he
would not ask the Premier to do so. It was
suggested in Committee that the Bill might
be passed through here, and the amendments
put in in another place by the Government;
but it was pointed out by one member of the
Committee that it did not conduce to the
dignity of this House to have amendmellts
put in in another place that ought to be put
in here. All the Committee desired when
they adjourned close upon the time when the
HOllse met was that the Premier should
have sufficient time to have the Committee's
recommendations placed before him, and
then, if necessary, he could get the Parliamentary Draftsman to put them into proper
phraseology, and the clauses cOllld then be incorporated in the Bill at a later stage this
evening. The Committee had no wish to
usurp ill the slightest degree the powers and
functions of the Government.
Mr. Ih:NT.-How do you account for the
Auditor-Gelleral telling you one thing and
me another ~ He knew I wanted a Bill
brought in to cal'1'y ont what I prorni3ed the
Public Accounts Committee, and I did not
restrict him to anything.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said the
Auditor-General stated that be had found
no difficull:.y whatever with regard to the
present Railways Commissioners, but the
powers were doubtful.
Mr. BENT.-You have not answered my
question. Why did Mr. Bruford prepare a.
Bill for me for a certain pm pose and tell you
another thing?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said he
had nothing to do with that point at all.
Mr. BOYD.-He did not do it.
Mr. Blon°.-Yoll brought him up.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said he
was not going to enter into the merits of any
dispute or difference between the Treasurer
and the Auditor-General.
Mr. BENT.-\IV () have no dispute and no
difference.
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S\r ALEXANDER PEACOCK said it
would be best for all concerned if this Order
of the Day was p06tponed, and the Treasurer
looked over the Committee's suggestions. If
the honorable gentleman did so he WRI) certain
he would be prepared to adopt them at a
later stage.

Mr. PRE~DERGAsrr stated that the
idea of. referring the Bill last night to the
COllnmttee was to see whether it did cover
exactly what, according to the statement of
the Treasurer, honorable members understoorl it would coyer. The 801e object was
to see that the Bill carriQd out the intentions
both of the Premier and the House. On two
or three occasions a promise hH.d been made
to the House that the auditing of the Railways
accounts should be done by the AnditorGeneral and not by the Hailway Department.
It seemed to him that the proposition of the
Auditor·General could not increase the
num bel' of employes, because if there were a
sepllnl.te department created it would be
crc1lted from the men who were already in
the employ of the Railway Department doing
the same class of work.
To create those
men into a separate department at the same
expenditure as there was at present would be
carrying out the intent.ion of the House in
directing that the control of the Railway
audits should be outside the H.ail\Yay Department altogether. One proposition was
thfl.t the men should not be taken out of the
Hailway Department and a separate department created without the consent of the
Governor in Council.
'I.'hat gfl.ve complete
control to the gentlemen sittinO' on the
Treasury ~bench, with two or th;ee others.
from another place, who constituted the
Governor in Council. It must not be done
without their assent. If the proposal was
llot adopted matters would be very little
different from what existed at the present
time, for the simple reason that the auditing
of accounts in. the Hailway Department,
nllles~ the audIt officers were taken away
bOrD the Department, would be d~me by the
officers under the Auditor-General in the
very same style and manner as at the present
time. Surely the intention of the Committee of Publi.c ACCOlllUS was to see that
the House \.,·as sa.feguarded, and that the
intention of the Government· should be
carried out.
~1r. BE.Nr.-If it is proper to do it, why
Hot ta.ke the sixty men over at once ~
Mr. PRENDERG ASl.' said it was not
proper to baTe the staff auditing the accounts of the Rail way Department in the
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direct pay of the Railways Commissioners.
One .propo~ition seemed to be to carry out
the llltentlOll of the Bill, and the other
proposition was in connexion with the pa.yments. When these men were taken from
the H.ail way Department they would be as
fully employed as at the present time, ooly
they would be under the control of another
man instead of under the Commissioners of
Railways, and it W'l.S proposed that the Cornm.issioners should not be able to say-" We
WIll not pay these men ont of the railway
revenue.".
The proposal was that the
officers taken from the Railway Department
should be paid out of the general revenue,
but that the amollnt should be debited to
Hail way Department. Surely the Premier
would see that the Committee of Public Accounts, in bringing forward their recommendations, had acted for the purpose of protecting the honorable gentleman and the
I-louse. He must say the Committee was an
exper~
committee, and he thought the
PremIer must commend the Committee for
doing some of the best work of any Committee appointed by the Chamber.
In each
Budget speech the Premier had had the very
same words to say of the excellent work of
the Committee and of the Chairman. If it was
the intention of the Committee to protect
the House and to carry out the intentiolls of the Rill, surely it would be
a wise thing for the Premier, if he
could not adopt their recommendations
at once, to delay the matter a little and consult the legal members of his Ministry. That
course could not interfere with the quick
passage ~f .the ~i1l, because another place
was not sIttmg thIS week, and the Bill could
not ~o before them until next Tuesday. Of
course, jf it could be proved clearly that the
proposals involved a large additional expenditure, he (Mr. Prendergast), would, perhaps,
assume the attitude <Df the Premier, because
no additional expenditure should be pla.ced
on the honorable gentleman without consideration. If the Premier did not see his
way to adopt the proposals of the Committee
of Publie Accounts, he (Mr. Prendergast),
would snggest that the honorable gentleman
should consent to delay the mattel' a little
while.
Mr. McCUTCHEON said, as a member of
the Committee of Public Accounts, he was
entirely in accord with the othel' members of
the Committee in the recommendations they
h~~ made. . Of coorse, if the Bill were. passed
as It was at present, there would be a certain
measure of change and protection I!I.fforded
such as the House desired, but it would not
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effect the accomplishment of the object deMr. PRENDERG..A.s'r.-He says it does not
gi ve aU he desires.
sired by the Auditor-General.
Mr. BENT. - Perhaps the A uditor-Gcneral
Mr. MACKINNON Said he could see that
will give another opinion next week.
all sorts of oomplicati>ous might arise ill
Mr. McCUTCHEON saill the Auditor- transferring officers from the Railway Servi<.-e
General would give no different opinion from to the Public Service. It might give risc to
what he had given to-day. The opinions of all sorts of rights that honomble members
the Auditor-General were distinct 011 two knewnothillgabollt,and although every recompoints. 'rhe first was that the Bill did not mendation that came from the Committee of
fully meet hiB desires in cOllllexioll with the Public Accounts, a.nd especiaJly if indorsed by
policy of performing tho pu blic audit. The the Chairman, for whose ability and energy he
Auditor-General said the Bill wel1t a certaiu (Mr. Mackinnou) had the greatest resp€ct, deway, but did not go as far as he desired, and served consideration, at the same time the
as the leader of tbe Opposition pointed out, Treasurer had to be looked to as responsible for
the Auditor·General would be just in the the measures which he introduced, and especiBame position of having his men in the pay ally ill regard to measures of an administrative
of the railwfl.y service while auditing the nature.
He (Mr. Mackinnon) thought it
railway accounts.
One other point was was hardly fair to press on the Treasurer an
-and this was a matter which concerned iI?~ol'tant amendment without, at any rate,
the Hom;e deeply-the waut of correspoll- glVll1g the honorable gentleman ample time
dence between the various Government to look into the matter, and to satisfy him.
Departments.
He (Mr . .M cCutcheon) was seH 011 the matter. I f the mntter that had
satisfied that there was n flreat want of been brought forward were of such imcorrespondence between the different Depart- portance he (Mr. Mackinnon) could not
ments, and in consequence of that the work anderstand why the Auditor-General h....
was duplicated. There was the necessity for not made a point of it before, because the
one band and one head. He felt certain that allegation was one of enormons importanoo.
if the proposed change were made a number It was said that there was enormous dupliof hands employed in auditing work in the cation-that twelve I1lel1 wero engaged in
Railway Department and ill the Auditor- one Depa.rtment ill checkjng accounts, and
General's Departm~nt could be dispensed 6ixty men engaged in the Rail way Depa.rt.
with, because their ·services would not be re- ment checking the same accounts.
quired. He did not desire that a single man
Mr. P"KNDEBGAsT.-That has been exagshould be discharged, but it was a wrong gerated. Jf the Bm passes the result win be
thing to duplicate matters anywhere. If the a reduction .of twenty hauds.
proposal were made he would a"k the Premier
Mr. MACKINNON said in the present
personally, as a supporter, to adopt it, because impasse he looked to the Treasurer to lead
it was most distinctly felt by the Committee the House, and if the Treasurer wished to
of Public Accounts to be desirable.
The pass the Bill he eMr. Macldnnon) wa.s going
Committee did not wish to trench in any to support bim, because, although he thought
shape or form on the fun:etions of the Govel'll- the Committee of Publi<: Accounts was a
ment. He thought the Premier, as a reason- most valuable adviser, still it haG! no
able ma.n, would accept the recommendations r8Spousibility, and the 'l'reasurer ","as the
person responsible.
of the Committee.
Mr. MACKINNON said he must say that
Mr. BOYD said, as a membel' of the Comthe relationship between the Treasurer and mittee of Public Accounts, he desired to SR.]
the Committee of Public Accounts was a to the Treasurel' that the Committee, in
matter which would have to be wat~bed very making the reoommenda.tions they had made
oarefully.
He mnst say his sympathies, had not the slightest idea of trying to usurp
although he respeoted the Committee and the position of the Treasurer in any shape or
knew that they were doing excellent work, form. If the Treasurer looked s.t the cltA-uses
were with the Treasurer, because the honor- which the Committee of Public Accollnts
a.ble gentleman WM the person responsible. . recommended, the honorable gentleman would
The Treasurer had had no opportunity of see he had all the power he desired.
looking into the matter, and he (Mr.
Mr. BENT.-I do not want any power. .
Mackinnon) could see, at first blush, that
Mr. BOYD.-N 0; but this clause would
this migh t be an effort by an officer to not take away from the Treasurer any power
aggra.ndize his o~'n position.
that he now possessed. It did not cnrtail
Mr. BBNT.-The Auditor-General prepared those powers in the slightest degree. Perhaps
the Bill that I brought down without any in the, heat of the moment the Treasurer had
restriction being placed on him.
said things that be did not fully intend.
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Mr. BKNT.--I have no heat at al1. I again
ask why did the Auditor-Gel\eral not put it
in the Bill originally?
Mr. 130 Y D said that the Auditor-General
did not make any suggestion to the Public
Accounts Committee with regard to the two
clauses that they had submitted, but certain
questiolls were put to the Auditor-General,
and from the answers that we\'e obtained the
Committee considered that they were jllstified ill subLnitting these amendments in the
Bill. The Auditor-General did llUt say that
he desired these clanses, and, therefore, the
Treasurer would see that he was perhaps
doing that officer an injustice.
Mr. BENT.-I have merely made a statl:IDeut of fact.
Mr. BOYD said it was not altogether a
question of faet. The Auditor-General ouly
desired to take over the auditor of the Railway Department in order to . make him a
member of his statIo
Mr. BENT.-X 0; he wants to put out the
Railway Accountant and to have a fresh mall.
The man who is down there will have to be
provided for somehow, even if it is only to
lick stamps. I have here a protest from that
officer.
Mr. BOYD said it was not a qnestion as
to whether a particular officer in the Railway
Department was useful or not.. This was a.
Bill to make the rail ways auditor an officer
of the Auditor-Genernl's staff.
Mr. BENT.-You mean the man who is
doing the accounts now.
Mr. BOYD sa.id he was llot speaking of any
particular individual. 'I'hey were not concerned with the keeping of the accounts, bllt
only with the auditing. The Auditor-General
thought thatifthe Rail ways Auditor was made
a member of his staff he would be able to get
all the information he wanted. The Public
Accounts Committee, however, thought it
might be found later on that the AuditorGeneral would need to get more information,
a.nd if the Bill was left as it stood, it might
be necessary later on to amend it, in order to
enable other officers in the Rail way Department to be transferred. The clause submitted by the Public Accounts Committee
provided that if an emergency of that kind
arose, the Treasurer, with his colleagues,
should have the power, without any fl1l'ther
legislation, of transferrilJg one, two, three or
four officers from the llailway Department
to the staff of the Auditor-Genera1. This
would not increase the expenditure, and it
could not be done without the Minister's
sanction and approval after consultation with
the Rail ways Commissioners.
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Mr. COLECIH~. - That should not be
necessary, surely.
Mr. BOYD said it was not likelv that the
Minister would make allY such" transfer::.
without consulting the railway anthorities,
but that seemed to be the difficulty in the
Premier's mind.
The honorable gentleman
seemed to be afraid that if the clause suggested by the Public Accounts Committee
were adopted, officers could be taken from
the railways and placed under tile AuditorGeneral without the consent of the Railwa.ys Commissioners.
He (Mr. Boyd) quite
understood the attitude which the Premier
had adopted. The Public Accounts Committee did not finish its bu.siness until within three minutes of the meeting of the
Honse, and the Premier therefore had had no
time in which to ascertain the full bearing of
the clauses that were recommended.
He
(Mr. Boyd) could give the Premier an assurance that by those clauses it was not intended to usurp any of his powers, nor waf:,
that the effect of them. No officer could be
taken from the rail ways and phwed under
the Auditor-General, except with the approval
of the G ovemor in COIHHtil, and the appointment would have to be made through the
Public Service Commis8ioner.
Surely, that
was not an unreasonable re~luest.
'fo say
that the Auditor-Geneml desired to take over
some of the officers in the railway staff ill
order to inflate his own staff was altogether
a mistaken idea. The Public Accounts Committee, however, thought it might be found
necessary later 011 to obtain more of these
officers from the Hail way Department, alld to
transfer them to the Auditor-Genel"al·s staff,
and they set to work to find a mean~ by
which that could be done.
'1'he recommend·
ation that they made was that it should bf
done by the Governol· in Council in the
usnal way. He was sure that if the Premier
looked at the matter for a moment he would
see that there was no attempt what.ever to
usurp allY of his powers.
:Mr.

BENT.- What

do I care about powers 1

Mr. BOYD said that while the Premier
remain.ed in his present hostile mood,
honorable members would do no good with
him. 'It[ ould it not be better to ~'ostpone the
further consideration of the Bill till after the
dinner adjournment ~ That would give the
Premier time to look into the clauses, and if
any part of them was not in accordance with
his own views he could delete that part. But
he (Mr. Boyd) felt satisfied that when the
Premier had examin~d the clauses, he would
allow both of them to be incorporated in the
Bill.
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Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said he
would suggest that the Bill might be passed
through Committee, and .that the third reading might b3 taken a little later in the
sitting.
Mr. BENT said that, after \vh~\.t had been
said by honorable members, he was willing
to "take the third reading at OllCe, and postpone the fnrther consideration of the Bill
until next Tuesday.
J nst after the I-louse
met, the Chairman of the Public Accounts
Comn1ittee saw him, and gave him these
recommendations, and he (Mr. Bent) then
said that he could not adopt them. It was
admitted that there had been no time for him
to consider them.
Mr. OUTTIUM remarked that, as all
ex-Minister of Railways, he thought he would
feel very much the same as the Premier felt
in connexion with this matter. It must
not be forgotten that some of the most
highly - paid officers in the State were
in the Railway Department. Surely the
chairman of the Rail ways Commissioners
was entitled to
give
his
evidence
before the Public Accounts Comrnittee on a
question of this sort. A complicated set of
aecounts had to be kept in the Raihva.y
Department, and if the Minister of Railways
was inclined to take the whole of the officers
who did this work and place them under the
Auditor-General it might lead to a large
excess of officers in the Railway Department.
These railway.accounts required to be audited
from day to day.
Honorable members had
every confidence in the Public Accounts
Committee, but when the Committee recommended that a clallse of. this sort should be
passed without reference to those who were
in oharge of the Railway Department, he
thought it was treating hunorable members
unfairly.
Mr. WAT'l'.- We do not do anything of
the kind.
Mr. BENT.-It means that all the same.
Mr. OUTTRIM said he might be labouring under a misapprehension, but he understood the Chait;man of the Committee to
say that since this Bill had been bmught
before the Honse the Committee had
examined Mr. Bruford. Tf that were so,
why did they not examine the Chairman of
the Railways Commissioners also 1
Mr. WATT.-We have not had time.
Mr. OUTTRIM said that in that case it
WflS the duty of the Public Accounts Committee to ask the Premi.er to postpone the
consideration of the Bill for a day or two to
enable this evidence to be taken. I n common fairness to those gen tlemen who held
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very high and important positions in the
Railway Department, this course ought to
be taken, so that they might give whatever
evidence they thought was necessary. It
was not a question as to whether hOllorabie
members approved of the present Railways
Act or not.
So long a.', it was on the
statute-book it should be complied with.
He thought the suggestion made by the
honorable member for Allandale was a fair
one, and he would recommend the Public
Accounts Committee, between this and
Tuesday next, to call Mr. Tait and any other
officers of the Rail way, Departt:r.leut and
question them on this subject. It wa.s not
necessary for him to suggest to the Com·
mittee any of the questions that should be
put to these witnesses, but one point that
should be ascertained was whether the
transfer of these officers to the staff of
the Auditor-General would entail allY
further expenditure in auditing the aCC<Dunts
of the Railway Department.
Mr. BENT.-rrhcy 8ay that it will knock
out twelve men.
Mr. OUTTRIM said if it would be the
means of knocking men off and giving a
better system of audit--Mr. WATT.-No one says that who knows
anything about it.
Mr. OUT1'RIM said it had been suggested
that if it was going to give a better system
of audit it would have been better if it had
been carried ou t before.
Mr. V'l ATT sta.ted that he thought the q uestion was not so important llOW, as the '1'reasurer said he was going to bring it up next
week. Bnt the debate had taken a different
turn from what was warranted by the facts.
This was an old-standing matter. 1.'he Railways Commissioners were cons \,1 Ited, and
they forwarded a memorandum to the Committee of Public Accounts and the Treasurer
stating that they did not object to an alteration ill the system by which the auditor
should be responsible to Parliament. As to
small matters of detail, there was no difference at all in the minds of the Public
Accounts Committee or Mr. Bruford. The
only question was whether the· Auditor··
General could at the present time do what
he wanted to do. Legally, the AuditorGeneral could.
Mr. BENT.-I believe the Bill is not
wanted at all.
Mr. WATT said there would be no more
power conferred upon the Auditor-Gt:ueral if
the Bill was passed in its present form than if
it was put in the waste-paper basket.
Mr. llE8T.-That is right.
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Mr. WAr:rT said the Auditor-General had
all the legal power necessary to audit these
accounts. 'J.'hat was clearly laid down in the
Railways Act No. 1439. After the provisiolls wIth regard to an i~ternal audit, it
was provided by sectioll 19 that-
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the Committeeof Public Accounts in the form
in which the Committ,~e made their r~com
mendations. Mr..Bruford said that, as far
as the Bill was cOllcerned, he wanted additional power to appoint one man, and that
that would be sufficient for the present.
The powers duties and authorities of the Com- Later 011, he would require more men, but it,
missioners of audit with regard to the a.cconn1:.s of was not intended that sixty men' should be
the railwa.ys sha.ll not be abridged a.ltered or trallsferred from the Hail way Department.
a.ffected by this Act.
.
Mr. Bruford only wanted power at present to
Sir SAMUEL GILLO'l'1'.-"What more do you appoiut the one man. 'J.'he Committee of
want?
Public Accounts then said that there ought
Mr. WATT said that the three sections to be power. to transfer other officers from
which preoeded that section, and which were the Hail way Department to the Audit
now being cancelled, provided for special Office if that was required, and in order that
constant daily audits, and put cerLainobliga- that might be done safely, it was proposed to
tions on the H~"\.ilways Auditor to check the give the Governor in Council power to do it.
accounts regularly, and to report regularly 'J.'he Con:mittee of Public Accounts did Bot
any defdcations 01' other matters. This Bill want the Treasllrer to include that in the
did not affect the A uditor·General in future; Bill.
it atrected the Hailways Auditor.
The
Mr. BENT.- \Ve don't want power to make
honorable member for Maryborough, who appointments at ali.
Mr. BEAZLEY said he was only putting
knew the ins and outs of the H.ailway Department as well as the rrreasurer dd, be- the matter in this way 80 that no miscause he ha.d becn in it at different times, understanding should be in the minds or
and under different systems of mauagement, honorable members about Mr. Bruford's
knew that a bi~ staff of about sixty men was position. Mr. Bruford only answered the
Mr. J~ru
necessary for constantly checking returns questions that were put to him.
from st.ations and the disbursements and ford was s,ttisfied with the Rill as far as it
allocations of public money voted by Parlia- went, but he wanted a clause to ~ive him
ment. rrhat was not what the Auditor- power to nppoint one m9.n at present. As to
General wanted to check. 1'hp Auditor- the appointment of the auditors ill C011General wanted a man there so that he nexion with these special audits, Mr. Bruford
. could get any figures he wanted without said it did not matter to him how they were
specially sending an officer to the Depart- paid, or who paid them. The Public Service
ment for the purpose. A Department with Commissioner could not transfer officers from
an iucome of £3,500,000 should be audited. the Railway Department to the Public Sermore frequently than once a year. If the vice. Before any fresh appointn1ent could
Treasurer would undertake to provide the be made by th~ Public Service Commissioner
llecessary staff, if it wa:,;. only oue man, Mr. from outside, he must first of all ascertain
Bruford would not want this Bill, nor would whether there were men in the Pu.lic Service
anybody else. That could be done by an who could fill these positions. This pro[osal
was simply to smooth the way. He was glad
administrative Act if the Treasurer liked.
Mr. BENT.-I have already put an amount the difficulty had been got over in the way it
for a man on the Estimates. That is the had, because he could assure the Treasurer
place to put it, and that is the time for the that the members of the Committee of Public
Accounts had 110 idea of ruffiing him in the
House to talk about it.
Mr. WATT said in that case there was 110 Jeast. All that they had thought of was to
recommend what they thought was right.
occasion for the Bill.
Mr. BENT.-I only ask why Mr. Bruford
Mr. BENT.-I am aware of that.
Mr. V{ ATT said all that anybody wanted. did not bring it in before.
I am 110t
was to see a proper check put llPOU the ruffled.
Mr. BEAZLEY said this question was reRail ways Commissioners, or upon their /:\ccounts,so that Parliament shuuld be informed ferred to the Commit.tee of Public Accounts,
and they had to bring in the recommendation
as to how things were going.
Mr BEAZLEY remarked that it was which they thought was the proper one, and
only fail' to Mr. Brufol'd that he should state that was what thev had done. Mr. Bruford
allaiu what the honorable member for Mel- was not accountable for the whole of the
b~urne had already stated-that Mr. Bru- recommendations. That part represented the
ford did not nutke the recommendations to opinions of the Committee.
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Mr. McCUTCHEON observed that he
could not agree that this Bill was unnecessary. If the Treasurer was to get power to
appoint another officer to do this very work
which was mentioned in clause 2, then it
would mean duplicating the officers of the
}>ublic Service. It would be doing under l\fr.
Bruford what waR already provided by
special Act should be done by the Rai I ways
Office.
~fr. BEN:,.-The unfortunate man there
now will have to go, and they will have to
put a new man in.
Mr. McCUTCHEON said that what was
intended was that the office of the Railways
Auditor was to be abolished. How was that
to be done 1 There \vas aDiple grounds, he
thought, for the Treasurer bringing in this
Bill, and passing this Bill would be a
step in advance, but not far enough. The
House did not expect the Treasurer to appoint another officer to assist the AuditorGeneral to do this work, and at the same
time retain the Rail ways Auditor, one man
reportmg to the Auditor-General, and th<3
other to the H.ailways Commissioners.
The
thing was absurd.
The clause was agreed to, as were also
clauses 2 and 3, and the preamble.
The Bill was reported without amendment,
and the report was adopted.
The third reading of the Bill was made an
Order of the Day for Wednesday, September

19.
ADMINISTRATION AND PROBATE
DUTIES BI~L.
Mr. BENT moved the second reading of
this Bill. He said-This i~ in every respect
simply carrying on the present Act for
another year. It was stated· the other night
that it was unconstitutional to bring on a
.Bill of this kind before the Budget, and I
informed honora.ble members, in am;wer
to that objection, that I had beeu a
student under Dr. Hearn for five years.
The late Dr. Hearn was the greatest constitutional authority that wo ever had in this
country. That was admitted by everyone,
and I was under him as a student for five
years.
Mr. BoYD.-Did he give you a degree?
Mr. BENT.-After the remark made last
night, I looked this matter up, and I would
commend this constitutional que~tion to the
gentleman who raised the point.
So that I
may not offend anybody, I shall be content with the second reading of the Bill tonight. I propose to submit the Budget I)n
0
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Tuesday next. I know by the Estimates
how I stand, and I know I shall want all this
money.
Mr. 'tV ATl'.- What are the rates that
were imposed in 1903 ~
Mr. BENT.-Under Act No. 1815, the
rate of £1 per cent. formerly charged Oll
estates exceeding £100. and not exceeding·
£200, was strnck out; the £1 was also
struck out on estates exceeding £200, and
not exceeding £300.
Mr. 'tV AT'l'.- What are the rates under this
Bill ?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Tbe rates under
Act No. 18l5.
Mr. BEN'l'.-Honorable members know
all about these rates, and it '"ould be insult·
ing their intelligence for me to read them.
The honorable member for Essendon has the
Act before him and can see the rates in the
schedules.
.
Mr. WA'l''l'.- Will you agree to exempt all
estates below £l,OO() ~
Ml'. BENT.-No. That would mean the
los8 of £16,000, and I caunot afford it.
Sir ALEXANDBR PltACOCK.-YOll know ex·
actly how many are going to die.
Mr. BENT.-I do know how many are
going to die. I have it on the authority of °Mr.
Webb that for the twenty years he has been
in the Probate Office the average number of
persons who pay probate duty every year is
250.
Mr. VV ATT.-Whether the population increases or not?
Mr. MCCUTCllEoN.-What difference would
it make if you exempted all below £500 1
Mr. BEN'r.-It would make a difference
of about £6,000, I think.
If there ~8 a
unanimous wish I dlJ not mind making the
amount £500.
Mr LAWSON.-I think the Premier might
consider the question of raising the free
amonnt to £1,000 in the ease of widows
and children. Previolls to Act No. 1815,
which was passed by the Irvine Government
in the years of retrencbment, estates under
£1,000 were eumpt from probate duty.
That. Act brought the exemption down as low
as £100. Subsequently by Act No. 1862
the exemption under Part 1, where strangers
were entitled, was made £100, and in the ease
of widows and children i~ was made £500.
That is the law at present. Up to £500 is
exempt where widows and children are ..lone
entitled to share in the distribution of the
estate, either lUlder will or in the case of intestacy. Where strangers are entitled they
pay under Pa.rt 1, and where widows and
children a.re entitled they pay under Part 2.
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There is no doubt that the duties are most
excessive; they are outrageous. 'fhey were
introduced during a period of retrenchment
when the country needed the money, but
they were snpposed to remain ill operation
for but a short period. Compared with other
English-speaking countri~s, our probate duties
are most excessive. If the Premier cannot
exempt in all cases up to £1,000, perhaps he
can see fit to raise the exemption undlr Part
1 for strangers, and to make it £1,000 where
widows and children are entitled. The rates
press very heavily ill the case of widows and
orphans. The amonnt bequeathed may be
only £800, but the Government step in alld
take a dividend out of it.
Mr. BENT.-The maximum is only £3.
Mr. LA "VSO~.- '''hat does the Premier
mean ~
Mr. BENT.-For £5UO.
Mr. LA 'VSO~.-According to the 2nd
schedule, the amount is £2 pel' cent. on estates exceeding £500 and llot exceeding
£1,000. The rates are balf for widows and
children. The Premier has sUtted that he is
favorable to raising the minimum to £500,
but in the case of widows and children I
think he ought to raise it to £1,000.
Mr. PHENDEHUAST.-I recollect, when
one Probate Bill was introduced, that we had
u. clause put in giving p~)\yer to have certain
estates put through the Probate Office without any expense to widows. Subsequently,
however, the office was allowed to charge,
and the result is that if an estate between
£500 and £1,000 goes to the office. a duty
of £10 has to be paid on it. If the estate
is between £500 and £ 1,000, I think it is
taxed back to nothing. It is taxed at the
rate of ~ per cent., but I suppose that in
estates of that amount no exemption is
allowed.
Mr. BBNT.-Tho widow only pays half
that.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I am referring
to the taxation of settlements of property,
both real and personal, as set out in the
2nd schedule to Act No. 1815.
When
the amount is over £500 I suppose the 2 per
cent. is taken 011 the whole amount, and thus
on an estate of £600 there will be £ 12 to
pay. If tha.t is so it is a very heavy tax.
In a number of these cases which I have
known, no matter whether they go to the
Curator of Intestate Estates or to a lawyer, the
costs and other payments generally amount to
about£300r £40, which is altogethertoomuch
for the work that is done. Seeing that we
have a Probate Office where the work can be
carried through. we ought to put through
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estates at all events nllder £1,000 without
any cost whatever to the persons applying
for probate.
T believe that that is done
now free of cost in estates under a certain
amount-I think under £50~).
Mr. GRAy.-Under £;')00 costs 30s.
Mr. PRENDEHGAST.-Even if the Treasurer will allow the cost not to exceed £2,
if he wishes to obtain revenue, it will be
something. I f he will say that all probate
work in estates under £1,000 shall be dOlle
without any costs flll'ther than the actual
costs of Court, and that the officers of the
Department shall be instrncted to carry ont
the probate, it will amoullt to a very sensible
reduction, which will be greatly appreciated
by people interest.ed in very small estates.
1 know that in each instance in regard to
three small estates, amounting to about
£ 1,000 each, or a little over, the expenses have
amounted to £30 or £40. That is altogether
too much. 1t is a real drain, because, as It
matter of fact, the est~tte may be property
and .not cash at all. All the cash in the estate
may be not 1110re than from £50 to £100. If
you drive those people into the hands of a
solicitor instead of letting them be dealt
with by officials, who in a number of instances
have plenty of time to do this work, yon
take all the cash they have in the estate, and
perhaps force them in some instances to
mortgage the property in order to carryon.
I n cases where a widow is left with a couple
of houses and a few pounds, and where the
husband had been ill for a long time before
his death, the famBy are often dra.ined right
down to the last penny by the expenses of
the illness of the father and by the fact that
he had not been able to earn anything fo1'
some time, alld the result is that when they
come to take out probate for the estate they
have to mortgage some of the property to
get money to pay the expenses. This does
seem to be a hardship, and if the Premier
will consider the matter of getting estates
nnder £1,000 put through without any legal
expenses I am sure it ,vill be a very great
boon aud amount to a "ery material concession to the beneficiaries. Of course I prefcl'
to see no charge at all made on estates
where widows or children hold a beneficial
interest; but, if that Clillnot be done, I
would impress upon the Treasurer the necessity of carrying out my other suggestion,
which will be a very material concession to
those concerned.
Mr. MACKINNON.-It seems rather ungracious to urge the 'rreasurel' to give up
revenue, for I quite understand his desire to
produce as much revenne as he can so as to
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have as much mondY available as possible
for the service of the country, but 1 have
a.1 ways felt that this tax on small estates, if
justified in times of great stress, is one of the
first things we ought to remove when we can.
All those who have had to do with the
management of estates of this kind., as no
doubt the Premier has had in hiti career,
know that at the time of the mali's death
everybody who is getting anything ont of the
estate has all sorts of expenses lumped on him
or her. Jn the first place there are the
funeral expenses, and in the secoud place, if
the man dies without making- a will, and
letters of admiuistra.tion have to be taken
out, the unfortunate adtr.inistrator or administratrix, as it often is, has to find two
bondsmen, and 2~ per cent. has to go to
them. Then there are the legal expenses,
which are very much increased by the
necessity of passing the estate through Mr.
Poole's office down at the stamps office. In
addition there are all the expenses of realization. The consequence is that all these
ontside expenses fall Yery heavily 011 quite
1ittle estates. As the honorable member for
Castlemaine pointed out, we do allow the
half rate on these estates up to £1,000, and
if the full rate was charged they would have
to pay £20. They get off for a probate
duty of £10, but it is very hard that even
that amount should be levied by the State
in the circumstances. The legal expenses,
the necessity for valuations which is thrown
on them by the demand for the payment
of probate duty, the: expen~es of takillg out
adlninistration, alld all these things are so
very heavy that it is certa.inly a. case in
which, as soon as the State ever CH.ll relax
its demand for money, it should do so. In
these circumstances, alld having ill view the
undoubted prosperity of the State at the
present time, I think it would be ~L gracious
thing, ill the case of widows at any rate, to
let them go free from this tax. It is only Hfair thing to do so. It seems rather greedy
of the State to be taking money from these
estates, for after all a thousand PQ11t~ds does
not go very far with a widow and family.
Mr. BUNT.- What about the unfortunate
workillg man who has got nothing?
Mr. MACKINNON. -His lot is very much
to be pitied, but I am not sure that Government expenditure tor the purpose of relieving
him is always the wisest expenditure in the
end. So far as this case is concerned, if the
Premier is going to reconsider the exemption
of £500, I do not think that will be very
roUGh relief to the unfortunate widow and
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children, but it will rather tend to relieve
the outsider-the man who comes in ill many
cases and gets It windfal1.
Mr. CAH.LISLE.-I should like to urge
some reduction in the rates of probate duty,
not only on estates of £] ,000 and under, bnt.
also 011 the higher amounts. III one estate
that lately came uuder my notice the widow
and children had to gi ve up to the Government £1 out of every £16. That seems avery heavy drain on an estate, and I do not.
see what justification or right the Government can have for taking such a large
amount. It comes yery hard on the widow
and children just w~en they can least afford
it.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-'What was the
total amount of tha.t estate?
Mr. CARLISLE.-About £(5)OCO. They
had to pay about £L,OOO in probate duty.
As you go higher up the suale the tax is
worse still.
A sum of £15.000 divided
amongst five or six people does 'not bring in
much income at present, reckoning on a return of
per cent. I think there ought;
to be some reduction right along the line,.
especially seeing that the revenue is soflourishing.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time, and.
committed p7'O jonna.

3t

IMPROVED SMALL HOLDINGS BILL.
The House went into Committee for the
further consideration of this Bill.
On clause 4, which was as follows : (1) Subject to the appronl.l of the Governor ill
Council the Minister may acquire fo1' the Crown
(by agreement) all~ private land in any part of
Vi.ctoria, whicp he considers can be a.dapted underthIS Act for the purposes of husbandry, at a priee
recommended by him after having taken the
opinion of any officer of the Public :-:;ervi<"e, and
also of any two or more competent yaluers not
being member'S of the Public Service.
(2) The cost of acquiring any land for the purposes of this Act shall be paid out of the Fund,

Mr. W AT'!' movE:dThat after the word "Crown," the words
" compulsorily or" be inserted.

I-Ie said this was the first place in the Bill
where the question as to whether the resumption of hllld fot' the purpose of small
holdings should be by volulltary agreement,
01' whether the po\vcr of compulsory purchase should be given to the State, could be
decided. If the amendment were agreed to,
he would have to move a new clause later on
which would have the effect of providing
for the first stages of compulsory resumption.
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The new clause was practically taken from
the existing law. It was as follows : If, within such time as ma.y be notified to him,
not being within f-ight weeks from the da.te of the
offer, the owner does not accept a.n offer of pur·
chase of land made to him oy the CloseL· Settlement
Boartl-

:Mr. :MACKINNON.-Thc Closer Settlement
Board has nothing to do with this Bill.
Mr. W AT'r stlid he wanted it to. There
would be a lot of consequential (l,melldmellts if
his amendmen& were carried,but there was no
hiding the fact that he wished to put the opera~
tion of this Bill uuder the Closer Settlement
Board. The Boa.rd had been very successful so
far-more successful than the Village Settlement Boards under the old Act of Sir James
Patterson, and more successful than the
COllllcil of Agriculture, which had slept on
its rights and done nothing. That council was now defended by the honorable
member for Korong. He would claim the
honorable member's sympathies in connexion
with his (Mr. Watt's) proposals. He under·
stood that the honorable member's kno\',:}edge
of the land required for improved holdings
convinced him that compulsory resumption
was wanted. The Bew clause cOlltinuedThen if the said Hoard decides that it is desirable
to acquire such land, or any pa.rt thereof, and if
the owner refuses to sell such land, or if it appea.rs
to the Board that no agreement for sale ca.n be
arrived at, the Boa.rd shall repol·t accordingly to
the Minister, &nd the Governor in Council may. if
he think fit, thereupon direct the Board to acquire
the land compul~rily, and the Board shall acquire
the same accordingly.

If the word" compulsorily" was inserted at
all, it would be necessary to provide certaill
machinery by which, in the event of no
agreement being arrived 'at between the
authority administering the Act and the
owner of the land, the provision for compulsory pnrchase might be put into opera.tion.
He did not want to labour the question. He
thought honorable members had seen quite
sufficiint in connexion with the operation of
the Closer Settlement Act., and, with all the
vigour with which that Act had been worked,
honorable members knewtherewereprejudices
against the selling of land in certain cases,
and that there were reas(')ns which operated
amongst individuals whereby the StHte was
prevented, not from getting suitable land,
but from getting the most suitable
land. Although the State had acquired
land valued at £800,000 in the first
six months of the operation of the Closer
Sett1ement Act, that was largely due to
the fact that the Act was operated by a
Board of men who were completely in sym·
pa.thy with the causes for which the Board
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was brought into existence. The Board
worked remarkably well and \vith considerable zea1. He knew one case-and honorable
memhers who had gone through the Glenelg
campaign knew it also-where, if it was desired to acquire land to extend the town of
Casterton, compulsory purcha.se would have
to be resorted to. An estate came down
lapping over two sides of the town. 'rhere
could be no extillsioll of the town, because the owners refused to sell. If the
Bill were passed, and it \"'as felt that tbe
land was wanted for small improved holdings, one of the first duties of the persons
administering the A ct would be to get some
of the land from those estates in order to extend Ihe town in the wa.y nature intended it
to extend.
An HONORABLlll MEMBEll.-You do not
say how you are going to arrive at the price.
Mr. WAT1' said the honorable member
knew what was contained in the present
Act.
The provision he suggested was
taken from the present Act, and all
the machinery clauses must be framed on
that Act. If the amendment were carried
the Minister would be responsible for all
the machinery clanses which might be necessary. He pir. Watt) was quite prepared to.
go under the Lands Compensation Act. Of
course, he knew that Act operated in every
way tu the ad vantage of t he holder of the
land, and in that direction it was worthy of
impr<?vement.
Mr. MACKEY said he thought, without
going further into the matter, that the last
few sentences of the honorable member for
Essendoll were quite sufficient to com'ince
honorable members that the amendment
ought not to be accepted. Honorable memo
bers knew the cllmbersolIle machinery
that had to be worked under the existing law before land could be taken compulsorily. The taking of laud compulsorily
was certainly no new pl'inciple in our laws.
. Municipalities might take land c4)mpulsorily
for certain public works, and the State might
take land compulsorily for certain public
works, and in doing so they took that land
at a price to he ascertained under the provisions of the Lands Compensation Act. If
thp State was to proceed under that Act in
regard to smaH holdings, it simply meant
that such a set. of clauses as the honorable
member for Essendon asked the House to
iusert in the Bill would be absolu.tely inoperative, for the reason that under the provisions of the Lands Compensation Act the
prices the State would have to pay for land
would be such that reasonable terms could
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not be offered to the settlers. The condition
to make the Bill workable at all, and of all'y
advfl.ntage to the poor class of people that
honorable members were anxious to serve,
was to offer them land on fav6rable terms.
Mr. OOTTRIM.-But very likely very poor
laud. What is w~\.tlted is good land.'
Mr. MACKEY said that was precisely the
caae.
Unless good land were obtained it
would be better to let the thing alone. There
were certain compulsory clauses in connexion
with the Closer Settlement Act. It ha.d been
found wholly unnecessary up to the present
to put thoaeelauses into operation. vVhy ?
Beca.use the State had been able to acquire
a.bundance of land suitable for closer settlement.
Mr. W ATT.- Y ou.r own leader says that is
not 80.
Mr. COLli)ClIIN.-Are you sure it is suitable
land?
Mr. MACKEY said the, land was snita.hle.
This wa.s a pla.in business Bill that the
Goven1ment was anxious to place on the
statute-book. ~ehel'efore, he thought it would
be extremely unwise to cumber the Bill with
a proposal of this kind. Before any effective
compnlsory clause could be put into force
for purpodes snch as this, it would be neoossary to have different machinery altoget4er
for assessiug the true value of the land. It
would be necessary to have a'Valuation of
Land Act-one not like the Valuation of
Land Act which existed in New Zealand,
and which valued the unimproved value
only, but an A ct that would value the
whole of the real property in the State, improvements and all. The hurden would be
placed upon the owner of the land, if he
objected that the valuation was too high, of
takiDg the risk of that land being bought by
the St.ate or by the Immicipality for public
purpos,.ea at the price fixed, pI us perhaps a
percentage for compulsory taking. On the
other hand, he might object that the value
fixed was too low. If thiR clamse, however,
was placed in the Bill it would not be possible to get lalld at a price that would enable
the Government to place small settlers upon
it. Apa.rt altogether from the contentious
oha.racter of the proposal, he thought the
clause would defeat its own end 80 long as
we had only the present machinery to wOI"k
it by. He would ask the Committee to say
that a proposition which involved a principle of su.ch momentous importance should
not be discussed in connexion with a Bill of
this type. Honorable members must know
that it was desirable, to place this measure
on the statute-book in the shortest possible
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time, in order to give relief to those necessitous classes whom they desired to help.
Mr. DOLLY.-You have had three years to
JOllsider that point.
Mr. MACKEY said the honorable member would find that it took a very long time
to pla.ce matters of big principle upon the
statute-book. It was for these reasons, quite
apart from auy intrinsic objection that some
honorable members might have to the principle itself, tha.t he appealed to those honorable members who were in favour of the
principle of compulsory taking to say that in
the present circumstances the clause should
not be placed in the Bill. ln the first place)
if it were adopted, it would simply postpone
the coming into operation of the meaSl1l'e for
some time; fl.nd, seeondly, as they could not
go into the whole qnestion of revising the
Lands Compensation Act in cOlluexion with
this Bill, it simply meant that, with the
present machinery, the Government wmdd
not be able to obtain land at a price that
would enable them to make it available for
the settlers whom it was desired to place
npon it.
,
Mr. ELMsLlE.-We do not abolish purchase by private agreement.
Mr. MACKEY said that purchase by
pri vate agreement had been very successful
in the case of closer settlerllent, where the
Government. had acquired large areas.
Mr. ELMSLIR.-The adoption of compulsory purchase will not rob you of that power.
Mr. MACKEY said that was true, but no
reason had been giyen why a departure
should be made in this Bill. The Government
would have 110 objection whatever to place in
the Bill a provision similar to that whioh was
eontained in the Closer Settlement Act.
Mr. J. 'V. HILLSON (Fitzroy).-Wha.t
harm will it do if we provide for compulsory
purchase 1 The Government wiB Dot put it
into operation.
•
Mr. MACKEY said that if the honora.ble
mem ber were in po\ver he would not put
such a. provision as that iuto operation,
beca.nse if he did be would find very quickly
that the prioe be wou~d ha.ve to pay for 1B.nd
was such that land could not be advantageously settled upon.
Therefore he asked
the Committee to reject the clause.
Mr. PRENDERGA5T.-lf, as you say, land
can be bought by private agreement a.t fA.
better price, what harm can the amendment
do?
Mr. MACKEY said that measures were
not placed on the statute-book merely because
they c0l.11d do no harm.
Unless they
eould do some good it was useless to adopt
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them. If this principle of compulsory purMr. THOllsoN.-Yes, in every case.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he knew of
chase was unnecessary it would be of no
advantage to place it-in the Bill.
scores of cases where that had not occurred.
Mr. PRENDERGAST observed that the Any amount of land was being offered to the
argument of the Minister of Lands showed Government to-day which had never been
that if the principle of compulsory purchase sold to syndicates. In the Glenelg electorate
was placed III the Bill it could llOt do any there were hU'ge stretches of country which
harm, because, according to the honorable could not be bought at a fair price, because
gentleman, land was already being obtnined the land-owners wanted a much higher price.
for closer settlement cheaper than it could Syndicate~ would not tOllch that land at the
be obtained if compulsion was applied. A prices that were asked. It was true that two
similar clause was contained in the New or three estates had been purchased by private
Zen.lalll1 Act, alld it had
not been individuals after the Government had declined
necessary to put it into operation nlOre than thenl, but it did not follow that the Governfive times. The mere fact that such a power ment could get land as cheaply as they
existed was sufficieut. Before that provision ought to do. There was a large area of
was adopted in New Zealand it was found laud neat· Werona along the 'Vickliffe-road,
impossible to get land at a fair price for which men were wanting to acquire. They
closer settlement, because, without compul- had offered a fait· price for it, but the owners
sory pnrchase, the Jaw was llOt stringent would not part with it at a fait, rate. If the
enough to compel some of the owners to sell. compulsory pril1ciple were adopted, the GoBut as soon as the compulsory clause was vernment could buy that land and settle
adopted, it was found possible to obtain all people upon it.
Mr. THOMSON.-You are entirely wrong.'
the land that was reg uired on fair terms
.
without resorting to compulsion. In the 'rhat is only one case.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that scores of
same way, if cnmpulsion was adopted under
this Bill, it might not be necessary to put it similar cases had been brought under his nointo operation. At present, instead of get- tice by correspondents. He had now in his
ting hwd for closet· settlement purposes possession several letters from men who
where it was req lIil'ed, the Governmeut were w~nted to set.tle ou land and could not get
Because private individuals in some
compelled to take land where it was offered, it.
and the great bulk of the land that was cases had obtained land from syndicates, it did
offered was not in the proper place for settle- not follow that these men were going to make
ment. Where the Government had gone a success of the land at the price they had
into a particular district and had anllounced paid for it. Those who thought so were
its desire to obtain an estate in that counting their chickens hefore they were
district, it \vas unable to obtain it, be- hatched. It was absurd to suppose that
cause the price at which it was offered success would follow in all these cases because
to
the
Government was
above its the men paid a bigger price for the land than
legitimate selling value. If the compulsory the Government would pay. \Vith produce
clause were adopted the owner of the land at its present price, and taking into aewould be compelled to sell, and the price COll11t the distance from market, railwould be settled by arbitration. A fair price ways, &c., the Government COUld. only
w~uld be fixed, and the Government would be buy land at a certain price if the
able to sell it. for closer settlement on reason- settlers were to be allowed to make a profit.
able terms. Not only that, but. the land If people were charged £ I an acre more than
would be obtained in the districts where it _what the Government would be prepared to
was required, instead of land being offp.red let them have the land for, if they sold it to
that was not useful for the purposes of settle- them at a pricp which would enable them to
ment. The Minister of Lands knew that this produce at a profit, then it was doubtful
whether settlers who bought their land from
was what happened at the present time.
Mr. MACKEl".-I know it is the very oppo- syndicates would be able to occupy the
land at a profit.
site.
Mr. McCuTcrrEo~.-You want it under
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that because
there was no compulsot·y clause in the present the market value.
Mr. PRE~DERGAsrr said he wanted to
Act. operations under that Act were more exget the land neither under the market value
pensive than wonld otherwise be the case.
Mr. LIVINGS'l'oN.-Syndicates have pur- nor over the market value.
Mr. TrroMsoN.-You are arguing in that
chased some of these estates after the Government have refused them, aud at higher prices. way.
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Mr. PRENDEH.GAST said that when it
was stated that the GQvornment would not
take the land at a certain price, and that
syndicates paid that price or more, then it
followed that the land was bought at too high
a price to enable people to purchase it again
and settle upon it.
Honorable members
were asking people to pay for land £1 more
per acre than it was worth for the purpose of
settlement.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).-They
know the value of land.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the honorable
member knew the value of land. and knew
where to put his hand upon it in the past,
and what he (Mr. Prendergast) desired, was
to take greedy hands off the land, and give
the land to the people.
He did not
want to disp05sess the owner of his land
at a price beluw the fair market value.
He wanted to dispossess the owner at
the fair market price, and give peo pIe
who wanted to obtain the land fot' settlement a chance of getting it. at such a price
that they could make a living. 'Vith regard to the Overnewton Estate, it was said
tbat the land was not worth what was given
for it. Several good judges made that statement-judges equally as good as those
honortl.ble members who assumed so much
kn<5Wledge about. land. Good judges of land
said that at the price given for the land it
would not pay the people who took it up. If
c4>mpulsory purchase provisions had been in
operation in cOl1nexii>n with the Overnewton
Estate, instead of its being purchased in a
private way by negotiation with the owner,
before alJY action was taken evidence as to the
value of the land would have had to be taken
before the public.
Mr. VVATT.- You woul:l not have got that
land any cheaper.
Mr. PRE~ DERGAST said he did not
know whether it would have been got cheaper
or not, but at any rate what would ha.ve been
dOlle under compulsory purchase would have
s~isfied the public as to the value of the
land.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland Eost).-That
does not alter the price-satisfying the
public.
:Yr. PRENDERGAST said that at present if an owuer asked too much-and that
was the case in nine instances out of tenthe owner's offer had to be declined.
He
thought the Lands Purchase and Management Board had been justified in refusing to
purchase the land ill these instances, and
what had occurred showed thnt the owners
in a great number of cases were asking
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far more than the fair value. Only five
estates bad been resumed by means of com·
pulsion in New Zealand.
Hut it was not
necessary to resume more th;1.ll five estates by
compulsion there, for the simple reason that
the principle of compulsion existed on the
statute·book.
It was because a com~
pulsory
purchase
clause
existed
in
that country that a great number of
owners had not been compelled to go to
the Arbitration Court. Under the system
of purchase by voluntary cl.greement, this was
what happened. An owner would offer land
at, say, £10 an acre, and the' Board would
say that the laud was only worth £7 an
aere. Matters then came to a deadlock in
the absence of cORolpulsion. All that would
be done by compulsion would be that the
matter would be sent before an independent
arbitrator-a man who would not care a
snap of the fingers about eit.her side; or it
wonld go before a Conr~ which would be
above suspicion. The Court would examine
every eircumstanee in connexion with the
land, such as its capacity for produotion, its
proximity to the rail ways, or any other ad.
vantage that it might possess for tbe ffl.rmer;
aud the decision might be that the land was
worth £9 an acr e. By that means the fair
value was arrived at. By obtaining the land
at £9 an acre the Government would be
alDIe to sell it at a reasonable price to
set.tlers. Under the system in New Zealand
respect was paid to the question or senti.
mental association with estates. In one or
two instances the whole of the estate had
been abandoned because of this) but in other
instances the Government had exe),cised the
power they possessed under the Act of allowing the owner to retain 3,000 or 4,000 acres
surrounding the house, in order to respect
that family or sentilnental association. In the
case of tbe Cheviot Estate t he owner abandoned
the whole thing, including the homestead,
but in all other cases the owners kept the
homesteau. Compulsory purchase did recognise the right of the owner to retain a certain
portion of t he estate because of the sentimental association in connexion with it. For
every fifty estates that had been offered to
the Government here he thought we had
been able to take only one, because the price
asked in the other forty-nine instances had
been considered to be above the legitimate
market value of the land. In eonnexion with
some estates that had been pnrchased, we had,
undoubtedly, gone above the prioe that was
thought to be a legitimate price for the pur
pose of providing land for settlement. The
position was, that if effective proYision for
v
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compulsion Wil.S upou the sta.tute-book, it
would not be required to be used. But power
was wanted t.o give the Uovernment the
opportunity of gettmg land where it was
required, so that the GO\'ernment would not
be compelled to take land whether they
thought it was wanted or not. Under a system of compulsory purchase the Government
could take an estate, the settlement of which
they knew would promote the interests of the
district in which it was situated, or they could
take an estate and settle it so a8 to help to
make the railways pay. They couid take an
estate ill ord~r to promot.e settlement about
railways that did not a.t present pay, becaU8e
settlement Wil.S prevented in con seq llellce
of va.::;t areas being held by single individuals along ra.ilway lines. In the Westem Dist.rict, on this 8ide of Glenelg, from
Ararat to Portland, there was 15 miles of
territory between two railway stations, and
the whole of that 15 milil8 cumprised but
two propertie~. There were not more than
twenty· nve people on that 15 miles of terri·
tory, where there should be at lea::;t 500 or
1,000. It was desired that settlement should
be promoted upou those very areas, and unless the State could compel the owners to
sell land at a price fixed by a. fair uibuDal,
there would be no chance of getting it. 'l'here
was power under the Closer Settlement Act
to take la.nd by one method of compulsion, and that was by passing a resolution in
this House and another place, and obt~\iu:ing
assent to that afterwards. But the difficulty
of acting upou that constituted a bar to the
progress of this community. Supposing a
proper system of compulsion was placed
upon the utatute-book, what harm would
it do to the owners of land ~
'rhat
system had not reduced the price in
New Zealand. I thad lIOt red nced the fair
value of the land. He held that under our
present system, without a land tax, the price
of land would always be appreciatin~, going
on and on and OIl, because the man who beld
large areas to-day was content to make a
very small revenue out of it, in comparison
,vith what a man would want to make if be
was ",'Orking it as a farmer, carrying on
intense culture upon it, or using it for dairying purposes. Men who llsed land for snch
purposes as that would get more out of the
land than the man who held thousands of
acres of it for tho gmzing of sheep. The
man who used these thousands of acres of
land for sheep knew that he took less risk,
and that he could ca.rry on with a smaller
amonnt of labour. 'Vhat we wanted to do
was to bring the laud under cultivation, and to
}tfr.
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have more people upon the land. It was also
desired that we should take land where it
was wanted for the necessities of the community, and not have the extension of settlement blocked in every way by the absence of
a compulsory clause. '1'he Jate Minister of
Lands knew the necessity of compulsory purchase for the purposes of closer settlement.
No one knew better, for he had been administering the La.nds Department and
knew exactly what the position was. 'I'hat
honorable member knew that he could
not get land in a groat number of instances
for closer settlement, because the Government had not the means of forcing owners to
come to fair terms for the sale of the land.
As regarded this question. he would ask what
would be t.he attitude of the party of confis·
cation on the licensing question"? Those who
believed that t.here were no legal rights in
Jicences would take away licences without
compensation, but they were prepared to
compromise with their conscience/:!. Qn the
quc!:)tion of compellsation, in order to get a
majority. ~rhis was the attitude they had
taken up Oll the licensing q llestioll, and what
attitude were those same gentlemen going to
ta.ke 11 r on the present q llestion of compulsory pnrchase ~
Nlr. BUYD.-Do you allude to the ·Minister
of Water Supply?
Mr. PREN lJERGASl' said the position
in regard to the question of the land was
this: If those gentlemen did Dot vote for
compulsory purchase with fait' compensation,
or wit.h such compensation as might be
awarded by the Court, they intended to establish a permanent right to ~he land, and to
declare that those who had large are~s could
stand in the way of adyancing settlement as
long as they chose. In f~ct, they would vote
with the party who did not believe in compensation or anything else, or in the removal
of any ono who owned large areas, or
the settlement of the people on the
land at all-in fact, wbo believed in
keeping people away from the only land
that was available for settlement if that
land was owned by private individuals.
While those gentlemen weuld brand him
(Mr. Prendergast), and those who agreed
with him, as confiscators, they would appear
on the one question as confiscators themselves,
and on the other question as the most extraordinary kind of compensationists in the
country. He desired to read a short extract
to show how this question had been dealt
with in New Zealand. As he had already
stated, compulsory purchase, U8 a matter of
fact, was not of much consequence unless
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a land tax could be got in addition, because
a land tax would provide that a man would
either have to put his land to fair use or
elae sell it to a man who would put it to fair
use-that was land above a certain area..
Mr. KEOGH.-·Postpone this clause until
you get a land tax.
Mr. PRENDEB.GAST.-No. They were
not in the habit of postponing difficulties.
rhey wanted to meet them, and were prepa.red to meet them to-day. and t.o carry out
the pledges they had made to their rollstituents. It was 110t of much consequence,
as he had already said, to have compulsory
purchase without a laud tax, but, at any rate,
thi8 much was certain. The State would be
able by -compulsQry purchase to obtain land
where it was wanted, and where it would be
useful for settlement at a fair price, while
without compulsory purchase the State would
have to take land where. it wa.s offered a.nd
where the State might agree that the priee was
fair. The principle ofoompulsory pnrchase in
New Zealand, although it was threatened in
very many instances, was only applied in
five cases, and this because the owners of the
land stood ol1tagainst the la.w, and had to be
oompelled to sell their land to the State.
And those men subsequently acknowledged
tha.t the principles under which their land was
obtained by the State afforded them fair
compensation for the dispossession of their
ewnership.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I do not think: Mr.
Seddon brought in compulsory purchase
until he found he was unable to get an esta.te
which he wa.nted.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said compulsory
purohaae was early included in the New
Zeala.nd law, but it had to be amended afterwards.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Mr. Seddon brought it
in because he could not get a certain estate.
Mr. PRENDERGAST sa.id the Cheviot
Estate was purchased under the compulsory
provisions of the New Zealand Act, and this
was the first estate purchased in that way.
Mr. SWINBURNE.--He wa.s bargaining for
tha.t-estate for twelve months.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it ~'as because
Mr. Seddon could not get that estate, which
was the first purchased, tha.t he had to put
into operation the compulsory provisions of
the Act, which were then slightly different
from what they were now. The first estate
Yr. Seddon wanted had to be purchased under
the prinoiplea ·of the Compulsory Purchase
Act, with the land tax combined, but the
method had been altered since then. The
extract he wished to read was from the New
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Zealand Year-Book, and it showed the system
under which land was taken now. It was as
follows : The usual process of aCQuisition is as follows:Whenever a property is offered to the Government~
if it is so situated a.s to meet the object of the Act,
a report on it is obtained from H. Government
offi c,er , and, should his report be favorable, the
question of purchase is then considered by a. Board
of Land Purchase Commissioners, composed of the
Inspector, who is the permanent Chairman, three
other Government officers whose training and
duties qua.lify them to advise the Government a.s ro
whether the purchase is a suitable one and as to
the price which should be given for the property,
and a member nominated by the Government
from residents in the district where the land to be
dea.lt with is situated. It is only on the advice of
this Board that the Government acts. In nearly
all cases the properties acquired ha.ve been improved to a certain extent by fencing and buildings. and· were situated in the neighbourhood
of closely-settled districts. The IImount which
may be expended per annum untler the
Act is £500,000.
The Act also pro\'ides
for the exchange of high-lying pastoral Crown
lands forlow·lying agricultural lands suitable for
small holdings. Lands may also be taiL en compulsorily in cases we~e the Board cannot agree with
the owner as to price, &c., and where the
Governor in Council decides to acquire the land
for closer settlement. The amount paya.ble to the
owner is decided by a. Compell8ation Court, ~om'
posed of a Judge of the Supreme Court and two
a.ssessors, one a.ppointed by Government, the
other by the owner of the property.
La.nd tna.y
a.lso be compulsorily ta.k~n for workmen's homes
within a. borough having lAo population of at least
15,000 persons, 01' within a ra.dius of 15 miles from
the border thereof, for the purpose of providing
workmen's homes or villages; but the a.rea;s restricted to not more than 100 acres every year
within a.ny such borough, or within the radius
named above from the boundary of the borough.

The difference between this measure and the
original application of the principle was
that the Government originally fixed the
takiug of land in connexion with tbe land
tax. They valued the land and imposed a
certain tax. The owners declined to accept
the Government valuation, aud the ~tate
said that they would purchase their
laud at that valuation plus 10 per cent.
Under the operation of the first clause the
Government adopted that as a firm principle,
and was compelled to talte the estA.tes. It
was by the operation of that clause in the first
instance that the Cheviot Estate WlA.S purchased-it was the operation of that principle
su bseq uently amended in the direction
he had stated by the establishment of a
Compensation Court, which considered the
matter independently of land taxation. It was
necessary to provide that, if the State
wanted land, it should be able to give notice
that it required it compulsorily for settle·
ment. If that netiee were given now the
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land could not be got, but, with a compulsory
provision, the 0\vners would be brought befot'e
an Arbitration Court, which would fix the
price, so that the owners could not ask a fancy
price.
Mr. :;\[ ACKEy.--·They get the same price as
the pu blieans got at N Ol'th Melbourne.
Mr. PREXDERGAST said they had not
obtained that price in New Zealand. In
every instance there, where estates had been
taken cumpulsorily, the State had made a
large profit on the trallsaction.
Mr. SWI:\BUR~E.-·Why does tho Premier
of New Zealand think it necessary v) give
ten years' notice 1
Mr. PRE\,DEH,GA~T said the time
would come when smaller estates would have
to he pmchased, but that time had lIot yet
arrived in New Zealand. The statements
that appeared in the newspapers on this
matter did not carry much weight with him.
Facts had to be dealt with as they were in
New Zealand.
Without this compulsory
power the Go\'ernment could not get land
where they wanted it, but with tho power in
existence it might be unnecessary to put it
into operation. Because it was the law in
New Ze~land it was but infrequently put into
operation. I t was a good principle to establish, and it could not do any harm to anyone.
It would enable pt'ople to be settled on the
land with advantage. Such a principle should
be adopted by the Committee without any
hesitation. Already there was a sys'em of
compulsury purchase, but it was necessary to
get the consent of both Houses of Parliament
to give effect to it. Surely members had confidence ill the Minister of Lands, and would
ha ve confidence in the Court to be appoill ted.
In no in~tallce had allY illjllstice been done
by this principle, and, therefore, he was
strongly in fa vom of it.
.Mr. MUHRAY said he had listened with a
4Jonsiderable amonnt of pleasure to the
speeches already made on this question. It
was a long time since he had been so entirely
iu accord with the leader of the Opposition.
There were rea80ns for that feeling which were
perfectly well It Hown to the Committee.
He had list.ened with a good deal of
pleasure to the speech made by the
Minister of Lands. He was pleased with
it perhaps more for this than any otht'r reason,
that the honorable gentleman gave away
the whole question of opposition to the proposal of the honorable member for Essendon ;
he did not object to the proposition in itself;
he took llO exception to the principle of the
compulsory resumption of land. What the
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honorable gentlem'111 did say, and with fairness, too, was that it was a cumbersome sort
of way of obtaining land, and that it was likely
to lead to the State having to pay more than
the market value for the land. All the proposals made in this Chamber, alld all the
prt~posals suggested to embody in legislation
the principle of compuhwry resumption had
appeared to him to be entirely inadequate.
One of his objections to this proposal was
that, instead of making it easier for the
Government to obtain land, the effect would
he to make it more difficult, and to €ompel
the Government to pay a higher price for it.
Without any compnlsory provision certain
properties would be offered to the Government, but if the compulsory provision was inserted in the Bill the probable effect would
be that owners would not offer their land
voluntarily. They might know that it was
suitable, but they would abstain from approaching the Government, and the Government would have to go to them. Then they
would decline, as business men, to accept the
offer of the Government on the plea that
the Government was not offering a sufficient
price. They would, perhaps, ask a price
beyond the market valne. From past experience where it had been trieu, they would
know that an Arbitration or Compensation
COl1l't would be bonnd to award them more
than the actual value. The opinions of experts on these questions before the Courts
differed very much. On one side the experts,
thoroughly competent men, and he would
assume conscientious men also, would declare
that the land was worth what to an outsider
appeared to be an extremely high value.
That was the kind of evidence that would be
offered on behalf of the owner, and against
that the valua.tors for the Government would
gi ve their valuation, which would be n. fair
one, and probably the a.etnal vahle. In the
past these Courts had, almost without exception, compelled the State, when it required
land for any pu blic purpose, whether for a railway or for water supply, to pay a price beyond
They took a conrse mid way
its value.
between the two valuations; they assumed
that the experts had given their opinion
fairly and honestly, and they arrived
at the conclusion that the valuations on
behalf of the owner were too high and on
behalf of the Government were too low.
'rhat was where the mistake was. Although
the pt'oposal was inadequate, as it did not
sufficiently protect the State, he believed
the time had arrived when the House ought
to affirm that it was the correct thing to embody in legislation the principle of com.
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pulsory resumption. It was not beyond the
ingenuity of the Minister of Lands and his
colleagues, if the proposal of the honorable
member for Essendon were accepted, to make
it a workable one; to rnake it so that it
would work in an automatic fa8ilioll that
would be fair to everyone. I-Ie would take
and elaborate the provisions iu the law of
New Zealand. What wel'e the difficulties
that confronted municipalities? They came
continually to the Treasurer asking for
grants towards the making and maintenanoe
of roads; they stated that their revenue was
insufficienr. If inquiry were made into the
conditions in a great mauy or the municipalities, it would be found that their revenues
would be adequate even with the low rates
that obtained in many of them, if these rates
were struck 011 a fail' valuation. ] f the Committee adopted something in the direction of
leaving it to the land-owner himself to value
his laud for the purposes of municipal taxation, the State, if it chose to do so, could
resume the land at the owner's valuation,
plus a fair amount. There was no one
horrified now at the proposal to compulsorily
l'e8ume land I thad beeu ill the air for tt
long time, and it was within the rauge
of practict\l legislation.
Noone asserted that it was a wrong thing to do,
though some might say that the time was
inopportune, that it wa'5 inexpedient to dn
it just now, and that sufficient land could
be got without it. These people would not
use snch arguments as that if it was a llew
proposition and was reqnired for the purpose
()f obtaining- land for r~il way construction.
What had been the Jaw in Englctnd,iIlAustralia,
and in all civilized countries for years past?
It was that for certain public purposes the
State could resume allY private lands.
In
Euglal1d it conld resume land, not for the
purpose of retaining the ownership of it, bllt
to hand it over to other holdr:ml.
If a new
railway were to be ctHlstructed in England by
a private company, the land required for it
could be acquired bypaying compensation, and
the whole of a ma.n's land could be taken under
the plea that it was forthe benefitofthepublic.
They simply transferred the ownership from
{)ne set of private individuals to another set.
Therefore the right of the State was admitted
to take without wrongdoillg ~ny ma.n's
private property for what were public purposes. It was a very pruper thing when railway commnnication was required in any place
thattheStateshould have the right to tn.keprivate lnnd that was u€'cessary for the purpose so
that the State might have the means of transit
foJ' the goods of the producers. He held that

Holdings B'ill.

the right of the State was infinitely stronger
to take power by legislation to COlllpulsorily resume all the land possessed
by any private individual, not merely
for the tran8it of good~, but for the
aetnal production of the goods themselves.
It was Hot for the individual 'that was to be
placed upon the land that it became a ~tate
necessity here, but it was also in the direct
interest. of the State for providing traffic for
the very rail ways that had been constructed
to a very large extent upon the principle
which he and others advocated in this Chamber to·night. The Committee had been told
also, he thought by the Minister of Lands,
that this was not the right measure in which
to embody the proposal of the honorable
member for Essendon. Whether it w~\S per·
haps the very best measure that it should
appear in, whether it, might not have been
part of the Closer Settlement Act, he was
Hot going to dispute, but whether it was the
very best Bill in which the provision should
appear or not, it was a. very proper Bill to
place it in. To him, for the purposes of the
working of this Hill if it became law, it was
more indispensahle than it was in the Closer
Settlement Act. U ndor the Closer Settlement Act it did not matter to any great
extent whether an estate which was purchased was 20, 30, 40, 50, or no miles away
from a centre of p')!JtlhLtion or from n. market,
but if honorable members would turn to the
preamble it would become obvious to them
all tha.t it was very essential for the success
of this measure, when it became law, that the
Minister should have the power to get the
land \" here the land was req uireJ. ' The
preamble said-" It is desirable to assist deserving persons to acqnire small improved
holdings in rural districts, a.nd a::! close as
possible to centres of population." There
might be in a centre of population a large
Humber of deserviug persons of the kind it
was contemplated to assist in this Bill, aud
that it was desired to place upon tho land
near a centre of population, but the owu('r~
of the land Ilear that cen tre of population
absolutely declined to sell. They would Dot
approach the Government, nor would they be
approached by the Governnient. They would
not yield. They knew the strength of their
position, and they said-" We decline to
sell." What were the Government going to
do in that ease1 They could do nothing. They
were absolutely helpless. They knew it would
be advisable to purchase the land and to
pla-ce these people on it. ] f it was not so,
then it was not worth the while of the House
to consider the Bill. It might as well be
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thrown into the waste-paper basket. Complete and adequate powers must be taken if
the Bill was going to be made a success,
and the power above all that was necessary
for the satisfactory cperation of this measure,
when it became law, was the power to get
theland where the land was required, wherethe
Government had the people, where they had the
suitable men in the vicmity, so that the State
should be able to step in and buy the land,
paying the owner what was a fair compensation for it. He was afraid that, uuless such a
power was vested in the Millister, even if
this Bill was passed into law it would be
most unsatisfactory in its results.
He had
no desire whatever to embarrass the Government.
He was expressing his honest
convictions on the question, cOllvictions that
had been hardened the more he had given
consideration to the probabilities of snch a
measure as the Committee were now considering. 'Vhat had been the experience
under the Closer Settlement Act, where this
principle was less essential than it was here?
As a matter of economy almost in the administration of t hat Act. the time had arrived
when it was indispensable in the Closer
Settlement Act itself that the Government
should have proper and effective powers to
aequire land compulsorily, if it was deemed
desirable to do so. What had been the experience of the Closer Settlement branch
since the present Act became the law of the
land ~ Innumerable estates had been offered.
He could not give their number even approximately.
What had their character
been 1 Some of them ha.d been fair enough,
not the very best suited for the purpose, but
there had hardly been au estate offered at the
outset-a suitable estate- at what might be
Upon inspeccalled the fair market value.
tion and report it had been fOl1nd that in the
majority of cases tho would-be vendor
had asked a price above the market value of
the land. Further than that-and this was
the difilculty that he was placed in ill administering that Act-he often felt when a.
property was offered to the Government that
it would be useless work to make even a preliminary inspection of it, and yet an officer
had to be directed to do so in the great majority of cases. He did not know how many
estates had been inspected that were offered
to the Government and on which the report
had been unfavorable. They ran into a great
number. He was not going to condemn the
purchases that had been made by the Closer
Settlement Board and by the Government.
They were the best that could be done under
the circumstances. But he would like to ask
Mr. Murray.
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any honorable member who knew these estates and kne'" their position, to say whether,
if he had a. free hand, if he had been administering the law, and if he had the power
to pick and choose the best and the most
suitable, those would have been the estates he
would have purchased? He did not say that
the Act so far had been a failure. Considerthe inherent defects in the Act itself it had
been somewhat of a conspicuous success, bat
no man with any knowledge of the lands of
the country would say these were the most
desirable estates to have purchased. They were
distributed pretty widely over the country,
but a !!rt'ater necessity for this power
existed in this case.
For the ordinary
purposes of agriculture, most of the land
in the State of Victoria was more or
less suitable.
Some of it WIlS more
suitable timl'l other.
It did not matter in
that case 80 much what the distance Was
from a market. Farmers were found engaged
in profitable production of the ordinary crops
of the country at great distances from a
market. But the circumstances under whi~h
men would work under this Bill would be
entirely different. There was no question
about the fact, which was admitted by the
land-owners themselves-and it was something
that he dared say they onght to rejoice over
-that the Government coming into the
market had had a tendency, if not to raise,
at any rate to stoady the price of land.
Sir ALEXANDRR PEAcocK.-That is what ".. e
pointed ont to yon at the time.
Mr. MURRAY said there had been a sort
of boom in hl.l1d. 'fhe price of land in Victoria had been abnormally high for a number
of years.
Mr. J. CAMBRON (Gippsland Ea,st).-Ha::;
not the price of produce something to do
with it 1
Mr. ~lURRAY.-Yes; but there was
something more than that.
The general
prosperity of the people had a good deal to
do with it-the desire of people who had
money to find a safe ir.Yestment, not that
they should make an annual profit out
of that investment, but that they should ha\'e
a secure investment for their money, so that
they might realize upon it at any time. Some
honorable members endeavoured to make
capital out of the fact that syndicates had
bought land at a higher price than it had
been offered to and refused by the Government. That might or might not be. He did
not know that syndicates that went about
trafficking in land were an unmixed bleSSing
to the country, but; the class of customer on
to whom the syndicator unburdened the land
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was not the kind of man that the Government had to deal wit.h. To be sllccessful
and prosperous the Government tenant must
make Ii per cent. out of his investment, and
must also make enough to live upon. What
kind of an individual was the purchaser from
the syndicate ~ H~ was in an entirely different position, for he only invested his
superfluous cash.
He might turn to his
honorable friend, the honorable member for
Dundas, and ask him if tAis was not so in
the magnificent district t.hat he represented,
where the people were 'nearly all rolling in
wealth, and where a Diogenes with his
lant.ern would hardly find a poor man, unless
it was in the per!:)on of the old professional
sundowller that the sq uatters of the Western
District had always treated so kindly? The
men .wht') purchased from the syndicates
only
wanted the
land as an
investment for their superfluous cash.
They did not want to make money
out of it. He would vent.ure to say that the
men who had bought some of the estates
that had been subdivided and sold up there
at prices higher, it wa.'3 said, than the Govelllooent could have got them for, would not
be able, try as they might, to make 2 per cent.
out of their investments. That, consequently, would be too high a price for the
Government to pay for the land, but, after
all, if the owner was made to value hi~ own
land, if the House adopted some scheme by
which the onus of valuation was placed upon
the proprietor of the land himself, what possible injustice was done to that man, if for
the paramount benefits of the commuuity
generally the ::itate pu.rchased that land from
him at his own price 1
Mr. CAHLIsJ.l£.-He would fall into a tn\p.
Mr. MURRAy'-·-W·ho would?
Mr. CARusLB.--The mall who did not
know the value.
Mr'-MURRAY said the man who valued
his land at too low a. rare would escape
taxation. He quite agreed with the leader
of the Opposition that there had beeu in
operation in this country for a great number
of vears a lana tax which its authors, when
it 'Was imposed, hopeful with an optimism
that WIlS rare, anticipated wonld lead to the
bursting up of
large estates.
Such
was the stupid incidence of the tax that
the only kind of property it pressed heavily
upon at all was the class of land that
the State did not want to purchase. Under
it the poorer lands of the State were taxed
most highly. This so-called tax was an inducement to the aggregation of good lands. It
was not a tax on good land at all. He bad
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never admired that tax, and he had never
lost au opportunity of adversely critieising
the so-called land tax of Victoria-the most
unscientific abortion of n. tax that
ever
devised by the diseased ingenuity of any
body of legislators. It stood unique. The
Premier was not in the chamber at the
present moment. He (Mr. Murray) thought
if the honorable gentleman were present he
would have some reminiscences to tell about
the imposition of tbat tax. It stood unchallenged as a stupid tax without parallel in
the statute-books of any civilized country of
the world. A great deal was talked a.bout
the work that had been done by the pioneers.
He admitted there had been a great
deal of work done \)y the pioneers. It
wonld be unfilial in the son of an early
pioneer of this country not to recognise the work they did. They did their
work nobly for the most part., and they did
it also very easily for the most part. They
came bere and dispossessed the poor blackfellow of the land. If there was any mon.}
ground for the dispossession of the blackfellow it was because he was not putting the
land to a good use. 'l'hese early pioneers'
consciences never rebuked them beeause they
put the harmless bl~ckfellow off the land.
Mr. 'l'OUTCHER. - Did they compensate
him?
Mr. MURRAY said they never talked of
cOqlpensation. There were strange stories
told sometimes of the treatment the blackfellows received. such treatmCIl t as \Vol ves
gave uuto lambs.
Mr. PRENDERGAs'l'.-The only owner who
never got compensation was Batmt\u. He
never got compensation for his bead's and
things.
Mr. MURRAY said Batman aad the compensation or baving his name commemorated
as one of the founders of Melbourne. That,
however, was nut of much use to him
in his life-time.
lie supposed Batmau's
memory would live in the memory of the
people of Victoria when most honorable members-it might be with one or two exceptions,
but, after looking all rOllud the chamber, he
would not mak"l any invidi0us distinctionshad passed i11to oblivion.
He did not waste
any mawkish sentiment over the blacldeIlow,
but he always sympathized with the poor unfortunate aboriginal. The land-owner objected to having the same principles which
he or his fathers applied to the black fellow
applied to him. The argument was that
the blackfellow did not make the best
use of the land, and that he did not make it
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support a big population. He wonld ask his
squatter friends were they making the best
use of the land?
Mr. MAC"JNNo~.-Mally of them bought
and paid for it.
Mr. MUHRAY said the honorable member
for Prahran knew very well that if he bought
a beautiful horse and buggy that might take
a prize at the show, and it was discovered
afterwards that the honorable member had
bought it from a man who had stolen it, the
honorable membel', as a lawyer, wonld admit
that. his ownership to the horse and buggy
was not established. He would not contelld
that he had a light to that horse and buggy,
although he had paid his money for it.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-As a
lawyer, he would.
Mr. M U RRA Y said that would be on
behalf of a client -he was applying the case
to the honorable member himself.
He
believed the honorable member would give
up the horse and buggy even with a smile,
and say--" I have nooright to it. I bought it
hOllestly and paid for it, but it was I3tolen
from another man."
'rhe poor hlackfellow
glOt neither compensation nor equivalent for
his land. Jt was taken from him hardly
with the necessity of using ally force of
arms. He (Mr. Murray) would not question
the legality of the ownership of the persons
who held the land. °It was too late for thatthose persons were in so-called legal posRession w h<l.tever their moral rights might
he-but he dOllbted whether the conditioWo; Il1ld been improved very milch, or the
land put to a bet tel' nse than the blackfellow
put it too
'rhese people had certainly substi tu ted sheep for kallgaroos, bu t he believed
that if f\ man had So ~tHtion (/f 30,00->
good kangaroo~ they would be worth m0re
than 30,OUO sheep. The only defence that
could be made for ta,king the lauds belonging to primitive races was that a better
nse was going to bo made of the land, and
there was no jnstification fur holding the
land unless a better use was made of it.
There wal) no defence for the present OWllers
of the land if the State reqnired the land,
and if the State could put it tu a bette!'
purpose then the State ~hould resume itat its
pleasure.
Mr. KEOGH.-I suppose yon would take a
man's money 011 the same prillciple 1
Mr. M U HRA Y said the State did take
a little of a man's money sometimes. The
State!:'tepped in, and said iii wanted
a little of the individnal'~ money.
It
mig-ht not take it all, but it took u. portion
of it and gave the man something in the way
0

0
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of compensation. It gave him that protection
which enabled him to walk down the street.
The individual did not question the right of
the State to take some of his money in the
way of taxation that wa~ llecessary,· and he
would have no right to question the right of
the St.ate if the interests of the State demanded that it shonld tuke the whole of his
mOtley. What did they do in the dear old
mother country? In some cities for every
pound's worth of property a man had, the
mother country, which was such a respecter
of the rights of property, stepped in and
took perhaps three-fourths of his revenue
through the laws of the country and through
the mnnicipallaws.
Mr. KIWGH.-It treats each man alike.
Mr. MURHAY said the proposal fo}' compulsory resumption was to treat each owner
alike.
Sir ALEXANDIUt PEAcocK.-Did YOll give
any of your late colleagues these lectures ill
Cabinet?
Mr. MURRAY said the honorable member for Allandale, the honorable member for
Ovens, and the Chairman might go to the
top of that mighty hill, Bogong.
T~ose
honorable members went into raptures even
when they thought of that place, and honorahle members conld not conceive the raptures
they exhibited whell they gazed on it. They
could proclaim from the top of that mighty
mOllutaill,if t hey cared todoso,that t he opinions
he (i\fr. Murray) was expressing to-night were
his honest opiniolls and convictions which he
strongly held, which he had ttl ways strongly
held, Hnd which perhaps for some years he
had kept a little in the background.
An H ()NORABL)~ MEMBER.-Is that a COllfession ?
.Mr. MUHHAY said honorable members
would have confessiolls from the gentlelllcn
occupying the Treasury bench a litt.le la~el'
on 11e (Mr. Murray) made his frielld the
honotable mem bel' for Dandenong tum pale
the other night. The honorable member was
llot usually of a particularly pallid hue. The
robust fill~h of health was ever on his COlllltenance, but he (Mr. )1 nrray) miked the hOllOJ'able memhcr if he saw the dark black spot
on the wall of the chamber.
"1\0," the
honorable mcmber said, "what is it? ;, He
(MI'. M llrray) said, "The shado\\' of the
appl'oaehing dissolution." He had almost to
support the hOllOrablQ member for DalJdenong as he tottered from the House. He
did not see the honorable member bome, as
he had not time to do so.
Mr. KEAST. - A Bother member sa w me
home.
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Mr. MURRAY said the honorable mem-
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less hopeful of that solid array of supporters
he saw sitting behind them, but he had
he had to get up at seven o'clock in the morn- a scintilla of hope even for them. They
ing, which was a somewhat late hour for the were shrewd men, and sensible men.
honorable member to rise; he was one of They knew very well that lI'hat the majority
the early birds. He (Mr. Murrs.y) told the of their constituents desired, and would conhonorable member that he did not think it tinue to desire, would not be a '\"ery bad
was worth his while going to bed at all thing for the country.
that night, because he (Mr. Murray) knew
Sir ALEXANDEIl P ltACOCK.-You got in out
the honorable member would only toss rest- of the wet.
Mr. M URRA Y said he got in out of the
lessly to and fro, and that sleep, balmy
sleep, would not turn his eyelids down. wet in good time.
He had kept out in the
However, he was deceived, as the next time colI], sleety atmosphere long enough, If he
he saw the honorable member he was as had remained longer there it would have
fresh as Faint. The honorable member told frozen him and his political principles into a
him (Mr. Murray) that he had done good state of t.orpor.
business by selling half-a-million acres or so
At this stage, the time for ta.king business
in the Riverina or Queensland, or some other other than Government business having a.rfortunate State. That proved a complete rived, progress was reported.
antidote against the shadow on the wall of
V\TAGES OF RAILWAY EMPLOYES.
the chamber, which he (Mr. Murray) h~.d
cruelly pointed out to the honorable member.
Mr. HAN NAH moved-He was ~~sked what his late colleagues'
That, in the opinion of this House, the sum of 'is.
opinions were on the questi~ll of compulsory per day shoultl be pa.id to a.ll railway employes
resnmption. When the time came he had no over the age of twenty-one years.
doubt they would state their opinions on He said-I feel that it does not require ,'ery
ihe subject.
Honorable members would many words from me to place this question
have to face this question whether they were before honorable members, and to allow them
on the Treasury bench or not.
There to come to a conclusion upon it. In snbcould be no paltering with the question. mitting therootioll I think that I am upon good
Honorable members must no longer fellr ground, particularly when I remember that
what another plare was going to do. our present Premier, when he was a private
That was a cowardly attitude, and utterly member in 1889, was successful in securing
unworthy the representatives of a free and by a very large majority in this Honse, an
oourageous people. After the weakness of increase of 6d. per day to the railwa.y
worke'rs of this State. I trust that, although
it had been pointed out --Mr. BOYD.-Yon should not give a way. the that honorable gentleman is in office now, he
will endeavonrto see t hat the men to whom
seoreta like that.
,
Mr. M URRA Y said, after the weakness of the motion refers shallreoeive the increase in
the position had been pointed out, it was their wages that I now propose. I trust that
cowardice to continue in such a course for a at least I shall have his support in carrying
moment longer. Did it not seem to be an the motion, because I recognise that there
absurd position that. the Hr)use should pass a are a large uumber of men who have j~ined the
me8.8ure of this kind without the priuciple of service since the resolution to which I reoompulsory purchase ill it, when, looking ferred l\'~S passed who a.l'e not s-ecuring the
around the chamber, one saw only the mem- provision that was then made. I know that
bers on one bench and in the corner of another there are a large number of them who are
opposed to the provision that the State getting to-day as low as 6s. per day.
should have the right to compulsorily ac- Many of them are ma.rried men who have to
quire land?
.
support families, and some of them have tOo
Mr. GRAY.-About twelve mont.hs ago reside in remote parts of the State under
you used exactly the opposite argument.
social conditiolls which are certainly not the
Mr. MURRAY said they were not argu- best.
Now that the rail~'ays have been
ments at all. 'l'hey were simply sophistries. placed upon ,a fair bftsis and the country is
He blushed for them inwardly, if not out- prosperous, I hope that these men wili be
wardly. He had expressed a hope for the allowed to partake of some of the advantages
redemption of his late colleagues on the that some of the higher paid officials in the
Treasury bench. He knew they had the railway service have been reaping.
Out
root of the matter in them, and they only of the pittance which these men rewe.nted to encourage its growth. He was ceive, many of tbem, besides keeping
S'uS;()'I1. 1906-[50)

.er for Dandenong told him that night that
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a large
family, have to
pay their
insnrance, lodge subscriptions, and other
tbings, so that there cannot be very much
left. 1 can assure the I-Ionse that it reflects
the greatest credit npon these illen that they
a.re able with a small wage to keep themselves and their families respectably, and to
keep out of the Insolvency Court. We have
a. precedent for the proposal I am now
making. It may be said, " Why go to New
Zealallll?" ~ evertheless, in that colony we
htwe t\ precedent which I intend to q note,
because New Zealand has led the way in this
matter during the last three or four years.
In New Zealand they have been able, not only
to give to the whole of the railway service a
cleat· forty-eight IIGut's for a week's work, but
they have also raised the minimum wctge of
workers upon the railways to 8s. per day.
Although this has cost the colony of .New
Zealand nearly £ 100,000 for some years past,
I thiuk they have shown, Hot only to the taxpayers ill New Zealalld, but also to the
people here, that they are desirous of giving
to these men, who are on the bOltom rung of
the ladder. an opportunity of eujoying some
at least of the comforts and necessaries of
life.
It may be said that although
N aw Zealand has made 88. the minimum.
we ca.nnot afford to do it, becanse it will
mean an increased expenditure.
Vvell, I
am prepared to grant that. and 1
desire to anticipate what may be the reply of
the Treasnrer, who is also the Minister of
Rail ways, because I kuow that that will be
one of the chief objections agaillst the motioll.
If the minimum were raised to 7s., it would
mean that 2,000 or more men . . would receive
an extra ~s., or, in some instances, 4s. 6d. per
week, or even 6s. per week, because there ~re
a large number who are now only receiving
6s. per day. A prornise was made last session by the Railways Commissioners themsel yes that after Jan uary, 1906, those men
who were receiving only 6s. per day. and who
had been in the service for a certain tirne,
would receive an extra 6d. A large proportion of these men are labourers. and I can
quote from llansa1·d a definite reply from the
Commissioners to prove the statements I am
making. rrhe men who are entitled to this
extra 6d. per day are placed in a difficl1lt
position, because it requires sonle force to
oanse the Commissioners to move even in the
direction of their own profit. The men for
whom I am plef\.ding, and for whom I wish to
secure this extra money, have done well for
this Sta.te, recognising that nine out of ten of
them entered the service after passing a rigid
examination, which shows that they were at
Mr. Hannah.
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least in the prime of life. Seeing thf\.t ill
the great majority of cases theRe men,
who are on the lowest rung of the
ladder, caullot hope ever to get· out of
that particnlargroove, it is impossible
for them during their life-time to receive
a high rate of pay. I say it behoves llS as a
country to see th,\t while they are giving
the best years of their life to the service of the State they should have
sufficient to enable them to clothe their
families decently, and to edncate them
up to a propel' stan Jard.
I am sure
that with the present miserable wage that is
operatil)g in the case of some 2,000 01' 3,000
men in the rail way service to-day, this cannot
be expected. N e lun"e been very liberal ill
other directions.
We htl,ve increased the
salaries of men recei ving frdm £ 1,000
downwards without very much commeut.
Vve have increased the salaries received
by
men
who are paid £500 and
£600 per annum, and many of them
deserve it; ill additioll to which there are a
large numbl'r of men who have been receiving
increments during the last two years. The
men to whom the motion relates, however,
have not participated ill the general increase
of prosperity that has prevailed in conllexion with the rail wa,ys. 1 say that these
men do deserve and should receive some consideratioll at onr hands.
Therefore, I
sincerely triu:lt that the Honse will declare toHight that the resolution should be carried, as
an instrlJction that these men should receive
a higher rate of pf\.y. According to a return
which was secured from the Commissioners
last session by the honorable member for
Flemington it appeared that at that time
there were 2,124 men in the em ploy of the
Railway Department who were o\'er twentyono years of age, alld were recei ving less than
7s. per day; and that there were also 916
casual employes who were receiving less than
7s. At some partiGular period, of course,
there may have been a greater number than
the figures I have given, but I take that to
be the normal condition of things as existlllg
when that return was furnished. '.I.'herefore,
1 desire to put in a word or two for these
men. Many of them are compelled to work
under the task system which is prevailing at
the railways, and whioh was brought under
the notice of the Honse last week. A definite
promise was then made by the Miuister of
Railways that he ",'ould look into the matter,
and that redress would immedia.tely follow. I
do not know what has been done for those men,
but a great many of the men to whom the
motion applies oome under the same category.
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In the Herald of last evening there appeared a
letter written by a Gum who signed himself" A
Disgusted Citizen," with respect to the state of
things that exists in the Hailway Department.
It certainly reflects very much upon the Railways Commissioners that they should tolerate
and persist in such a policy. The writer states
that he was desirous of seeing for him&'lf what
took place. To satisfy his cllriosity be went
tmd had a look, and he wriFef: : This is what I saw: Forty or tifty men rushing
and tearinga.bout the shed with hand-trucks. loading goods into railway waggons, just as if they
were 8011 mad, or were racing each other for some
valuable prize. They were all rushing at their
best walking pace; some indeed were running with
tbe loa.ds on their trucks. One gang, wheeling in
ba.les which I am informed weighed between 6 and
7 cwt., still kept up the reckless pace. The men
doing this work appea.red to be a fine body of
men, everyone a.ppeariIlg to thoroughly understand
his work. I wa.tched these men for over two
hours, a.nd during that time they never slackened
tpeir speed. I myself have worked as labourer and
contractor, and I would be quite· satisfied to have
six men rioing the same work per hour that four of
theee men were doing per hour. V\'hat struck me
forcibly was that I counted DO le$s than four foremen and the shed. overseer in this shed. Just
fancy five bosses to fifty labourers! I have never
witnessed such a system' of sweating in my life,
and I hope Parliament will relieve these poor men
from such slavery.

These men are only receiving 6s. 6d. pel' day
under the task sY!3tem mentioned, and some
of them do not got more than two or three
days' work a week. I recognise that if this
·resolution is carried and acted upon, the men
who will be benefited will only receive an
increase Qf 6d. per day, but to them tbat
means something. Where men perform
work llnder a task system, such as that in
existence in connexion with the rail way
goods sheds at Spencer-street, as several
hundreds have to do, it is a disgrace to the
management of onr rail ways. J trust the
Premier will be able to assure this Honse
that some redress is going to follow in C011nexion with what appear to me to be
anoma.lies in the present system of payment,
so far as a la.rge number of men in the Rail·ways Service are concerned. These anomalies
require at.tention, and certainly some reform
8hould be brougbtabout.I hold in my hand
a letter written from Camperdown. I will
disclose the nflme of the writer to any honorable member who desires to. know it. The
writer saysOn behalf of a number of casual railway employes I write to infor~ you of what is heing done
with rega.rd to some ra.ilway work that is going on
between Camperdown' and Teran~.
A gang of
eighteen men are employed ill putt ing down specia.l
sleepers. The ganger (Mr. Todd) had been instructed to piclt out nille men an~l increa.se their
wages from 68. 6d. per day to 7s. Great dissatis'faction is felt by those who have not been given an
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increase, for m'\uy of them are men who hav.e
served four and five years ofi'and on on therailways,
while many of the mell who have been given a rise
ha.ve not been more than four or five weeks 80t
railway work, and therefore they are Ilew chums
at the work. It is clearly seen that favoritism
has been shown.
. (.

Where we have a number of capable men
working side by side with each other, some
of whom are getting 78. a day, and othel;'s
ouly os. or 68. od., after four, or five, at¥!
even seven years' service, I say that there is
something radically wrong in the action of
those responsible for this state of things .. I
could give very many instances of suoh
anomalies pervading the Department at prosent, bllt I do not desire to take up th~ tin\e
of the Honse. 1 think the question I have
raised appeals to every honorable memb~r,
and that there is 110 need for allY stroI)g
a~·g.ument
with respect to the Hou~e
glVIng au instrnction to the Itailways Conlmissioners as to what is to be done as far as. a
large section of the service ,is eoncer~led. . I
will content myself with leavillg the matter
to the judgment of the House, believing that
we sh~tll hear from the Premier an aSSlll'anoe
that sonlething will be done, particularly
the country has been enjoying such prosperity
during the la!'it few years, and the Gover.nment have been able to distribute so muoh
money received as s~lrpll1s, especially among~t
a la.rge section of the community ill the
country districts. I hope that these men
will participate ill what has been a gene.r:al
prosperity, for it must lJe recognised that
they with others have had to put up with
lean years, and with certainly no prospoct of
raising themselves abo\'e what is no\y
both the mininllu;n and a maximum rate Qf
wages. I appeal to the Minister of Hail\Yay~
w!1o, as I mentioned in my opening reO?ark~,
was sympathel ic in this matter in past year~)
illasmuch as he was able, in 1889, to induoe
this House to pass a resolution'

as

That the Railways COlllmissioners be authflrized
to pay 6d, per day additional to the same grade of
employes who recei"ed 6d. per day additiona.l ih
]882.

We find that on that cccasion no fewer than
forty-eight honorable member.'! voted fot
that" resolution proposed by the honorable
gentleman who is now Premier, and only ten
honorable members voted against it. I hope
and trust that the resolution that I am now
moving will meet with the same fate, and
that we shall be able to show to these men~
many of them scattered through (he lengtb
and breadth of Victoria, that we have some
consideration for tl ~m. I know that if thisis
dOlle it will mean 3 .great deal of contentment
for those who He giving valuable 'ser<vices, although they may be workilig only
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with the pick and shovel.
But I contend
that the men who wield the pick and
shovel, and who have to do laborious aud disagreeable work in all seasuns of the year, are
doing as much towards producing a surplus in the mil ways as the highest paid
official. I trust that the Honse will carrv
the motion unanimonsly, and enfl.ble thes'e
men for whom I have been speaking to participate in what will only mean 011 the
a.vet'age an increase of from 3s. to 5s. per
week, but which will affurd an opportulllty
to these men, who are mostly married men,
.and a great proportion of them with large
families, to ::;hare in some of the beuefits
invol ved ill even a snlall increase in wages.
Mr. SOLLY.-In seconding and supporting this motion, I would say that I thillk
every honoralille member of this House is
in aoeord with it.
I have spoken to a number of honorable members with regard to this
mat.ter, and they have all expressed their
desire to assist in carrying a motion of this
description.
There has only been one
reasolltlble argument ur~ed against it, and
that I think was used by the Minister of
Water Supply on the last occasion when we
ha.d an opportuuity of dealing with this
question.
The honorable gentleman said
that permanent men could not receive the
same rates of pay that casual employes
receivE::d.
I shuuld like to point out that
the casual employe::; only receive the same
amount as the permanent men do, and ce/,tainly the casuals are not receiving allY thing
Hke what is pl:\id by employers outside the
railway service.
New Zealand has adopted
.a. minimum rate for cn,slUtl workmen of 8s.
pel' day, and forty-eight honrs fot, a week's
work. I do not think there is anything in
the contention of the .M iuister of 'Vater
Supply \\'ith regard to permanent men not
't'eceiving a wage similar to what is paid outside. Let me point ont this as an illustrative argnment: I notice that in the municipality of Prahran the council have enforced a
regulation that 7s. per da.y is to be paid under the contract system, and that this was
carrier] by the unanimous vote of the Prahran
City Council. Only within this last few da,ys,
when dealing with the same qnestion, the RichmondCityCollncil, in whichl have the honour
to hold a seat, also carried a resolution unanimously that in all contracts let by the coullcil
78. per day wa,s to be paid to men employed by
the contractor. If the varions cit.y councils
can insist upon ·contl'actol's paying 78. per
day as the minimum rate for men doing work
for the municipalities, surely the GoYernment,
with a buoyant reveuue, can afford to pay
at least 78. per day as a miuimum rate to aU
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rail way employes. If t be &,rgnment holdi
good with regard to permanency, tbat a man
should not receive such a high rate of pay
because of that, bow is it tha.t many railway
officers who have a permanency so far as their
position is eO:lcerned are receiving a very
high sala.ry? I say that this HOllse has
always been sympathetic with regard tG a
What does
miuimum wage of 7s. per day.
tha.t amount to after all? It only amounts
to £2 :2s. per week, provided the individual
has continual work. It is a bare existence.
Surely it is the duty of the Government to
set an example to outside employers. There
is no respectable employer outside the Railways Service engagiug unskilled iabour who
is paying less than 7s. per day.
Mr. ELMSLIE.--Plenty are paying as high
as 9s.
Mr. ~OLL Y.-As the honorable member
says, plenty of them are paying 9s. The
wages of an ordinary bricklayer's labourer is
~s.
I know that they Jose a considerable
time through bad weather, but so d.) the
men in the Hailways ~ervice, while to a very
large extent men on salary in the Rail wass
Service ar<paid whether they are sick or not.
These men are not. I contend that the Government should look after the lowest paid
men ill the service. In my opinion it is always the duty of the Government to protect
those who are the weakest and the most poorly
paid. I t appears to me a reasonable thing
tbat the honorable member for the Railways
Service (Mr. Hannah) should move a motion
of this description, and J feel that the HOllse
will
carry this motion, because of
its being just. There was no contention
raised by the Minister for vVa,ter Supply
last session that anum bel' of men were
taken on who were really not worth as much
as others. What we say by this resolutioIJ
is that no less than 7s. per day as ~\ minimum
rate shall be paid. If there are men worth
more to the Government than 7s., there is
nothing in the motion to prevent them from
receiviuf.i, the higher rate of 7s. 6d. or 8s. per
day as the value of the labour they give.
rrhe State has the very best and most select
workmen we have, because good men will
work a point iu order to get a job on the
railways, on account. of the permanency. Rut
surely, becaus.e of the permanency, the
country should not take ad vantage of them.
I feel that 110 reasonable argument can be
put forth why 7s. per day as a minimnm rate
should not be adopted. I think that that is
only a living rate, alld therefore the least the
Government call do is to agree to this motion.
Mr. BENT.-Sufficient time has not been
afforded to communicate witll the Railways
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Commi8sioners with regard to this matter.
In fact, I think it ought to be sent on to
them. The honorable member has quoted
what I did at a certain time, but I would
remind him that it was not when the men
were getting 68. 6d. per day as they are doing
now. This Government has raised the rate
to 68. 6d., and when the honorable member
states that there are certain men at work in
a particular part of the State, some of them
getting 6s. 6d. per day and some of them 7s.
per day, he has not told any new story. I
have told it repeatedly.
I have said that
there are certain men working on the lines
side by side; one of them will get 6s. tid.
per day, and the man beside him 7s. per
day. Besides that, one may be entitled to
get, in the shape of compensatioll, one
month.·s pay for each year of service. 1.'bat
applies to everyone who came in up to ] 883.
I myself have repeatedly mentioned the fact
that this House H. grea* many years ago gave
a pelll~ion to some of those men \V hose pension
rights are still going OU.
Mr. HANNAH.-The pension does not
apply to the men I speak of.
Mr. BE ~'l'.-Tbe pension does apply,
permit me to t~ll the honorable member.
Mr. HANNAH.- To very few of them.
Mr. BENT.- The pension does apply,
permit me to tell the honorable member.
Mr. PRICNDJl:RGAS'l'.-lt does not apply to
those who came ill since 1883.
Mr. BENT.-I am referring to the men
who came in before 1~83, and probably the
men whom the honorable member for the
I{ail ways Service (Mr. Hannah) refers to are
ill that position also.
Mr. HANNAH.-Not one of them.
Mr. BENT.-However, this Honse has
handed over to the Railways Commissioners
the duty of mamt.ging the railways, and it
is their duty to report ona matter like this.
1.'his motion has not been long enongh on the
paper to ena.ble me to obtain from the Commissioners the position of affairs. I do know,
bowever, that there are men there who are
.carriage cleaners, men who were taken on
more for-Mr. SMI'l'H.-Charit.y ?
Mr. BENT.-I did not say charity.
Mr. S,\IITH.-YOIl thought it, allyhow.
Mr. bOLLY.-1'akeu on because you wauted

them.
Mr. BE~'T.- I will admit that if the
bonorable member likes,
I say it is lIece&8tiry that we should at any rate obtain information on this subject, because I have an id(l~
that thiM motion will affect cel'l ainly about 3,000
mall at least. It will not ollly affect those
referred to ill the motion, llllt also indirectly

.J
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others. This 7s. would be the minhnum, and
perhaps the maximum would go up to 9s.
or lOs. per da.y, and the amount involved
would be abou~ £60,000. It -is true the honorable member for the Hail ways Service has
stated that New Zealand has given £50,000.
Mr. HAI"NAH.-Close on £100,000.
Mr. BENT.-WeU, we know what will
happen tv New Zealand before long.
Mr. HANNAH.-New Zealand gives eight
hours per day to all its servants.
Mr. SOLI. Y.-And is becoming richer every day.
Mr. BENT.-Of course, .the more you
borrow and don't pay it back the better it is
while the borrowing is going on, but when
the pay day comes it is not quite so right,
and you will find what will happen to this
great New Zealand before long. Look up
the taxation per capita to-day. Look at
what they are borrowing. They are.actually
skinning om'market now before I want to float
my loan. I believe they are using some of
the money to roll down their mountains and
make them flat. Their population is about
881,000, and their debts are considerably
more millions than ours.
Mr. GRAHAM.-£88,OOO,000.
Mr. BEN1'.-I ask, and I think it fa.ir to
ask, that this motion be adjourned, for more
than one reason. One reason is that it is
impossible in afewdays,in aDepartmentwhere
th~re are ] 2,000 or 13,000 men employed
ill Jifferent ways, to get all the information
ill conllexion with this matter. Does it follow that all the employes, simply because
they are over twenty-one years of age, should
be treated alike in a lump ~ But what 1 want
is to get the information, so that the country
may fa.ce t.his question. I am prepared to
face the question if you are going to force
£60,000 of expenditure upon us. If you are
going to do that I will ask the question of
those whoareoul' masters whetherit is justified.
Mr. HANNAH.-You know it does not
mean £60,000.
Mr. BENT.-I am credibly informed in
a rough way that from £.;5,000 to £60,000
is involved. At any rate, so that we may
ascertain what the amount really is, I will ask
the honorable member who submitted the
motioll to agree to the adjourunJent of the
debate, so that we can get full particulars
and know where we are. The honorable
member himself has given us no information
as to what the amount of money involved in
chis motion will be.
M.r. HANNAH - I have estimated it at
less than £20,000.
Mr. BENT.- We have men who understand the matter better than the honorable
member-I do not say this offensively-but
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men who have g')t the figures, mcn who have
the classification, and who uIlderstand the work
that is going on. I am as anxious to gi "c fair
pay as any oue could be, but not in a wild
fashion without knowing anything about the
matter.
The proposition I made at the
time the honorable member refers to was
not for men who were getting 6s. tid. a day.
Meat was dear and rents were high, and
some of them were getting only 48. 6d. per
day. The circumstances are altogether
different now. This Government has given
6d. per day a.ll round since we came in.
1\1oreOVel", we have reclassified in the Departmen t. And when reference is made to
these bonuses, which were given to a few of
the more highly paid officers, I may state
that we have given thousands in increments
and thnusands in the 6d. per day increase, and
the men led us to believe that they considered
we had treated them fairly. It is unfair to
bring fC'rwal'd this motion in the way the
honomble member has done. It may have
been done for election purposes, bllt I did
not know the election was so close. The honorahle member can have it if he likes, of course.
Mr. BAILF.S.-Oh, no.
Mr. BEN'l\-I was 1I0t aware, as I have
saicl, that we were so close to the elections that
this motion should have been sprung upon us.
Mr. MCCUTCHF.O;.;'. - It will serve the
honorable membel' very well if he gets a
Humber of names agailHst the motion.
Mr. HANNAlI.-I wHnt the money for these
I1)cn, 1I0t lHUlles against the motion. ,'V hat
good would th:lt do ?
1\1 r. BEN'l\-lf the hOllorable member
wallt~ to deal with the matter practically, let
him adopt my sn~gestioll and postpone the
motion. I will get all the particulars so
that t.he House may lmow what it is voting
about. As 1 have said, we have already
given an increase of 6d. per clay to more
than one thousalld mell. I ask the hOllorable
member is that not so?
Mr.HANNAII.-I donot want tocontradictyou.
Mr. BENT.-J am waiting for the honorable member's contrndictioll.
Mr. HANNAH.--I do not think that they
would number more than 500.
Mr. BEN'l'.-'l'hey number more than
1,000. In addition to that it has cost
£20,000 to teach a Hum bel' of these men
who were appointed how to do the work.
Mr. HANNAH.-Not these men.
Mr. llEN'l'.-There may have been a few
WOmt'll gate-keepers of comse, but I think
they kllew _their bnsines5 without any educaLion heing required.
An HONORADJ...I£ MEMBER.-And they get
Is. a day.
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Mr. BENT.-That is another- piece of
poetical licence a la Gordon.
However, T
would ask the honorable member for the
Railways Service if he is prepared to agree to
the adjournment of the debate for, say,
fourteen days.
Mr. HANNAH.-Yes.
Mr. BENT.-Thon that is all right. I will
promise to obtain from the Commissioners
the exact amounts being paid, and to whom
they are being paid, so that the House may
determine wh::l.t is the proper thillg to do. I
therefore beg to moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

Mr. PRENDERGAST said he was quite
agreeable to the debate beillg adjourned in
(Irder to obtain certaill informlltion from the
Commissioners.
But to refer to the Commissioners the qne.stioll whether certain
wages should be paid or not was in his (Mr.
Prendergast's) opinion lowering the dignity
of the HOllse.
Mr. BENl'.-I did not say so·
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it was for the
HQuse to deal with the question of wages.
The question of what wages should be paid
did not come within the province of any
Commissioners, but within the province of
this House. Honorable members were determined to take certain things into their consideration with regard to the question of
wages, and though the Commissioners might
make recommendations on any lines they desired, still the question of hours and the
qnestion of wages were questions which C}1me
within the province of the House to decid('~
and he (Mr. Prendergast) objt:'cted to the
Honse being dictated to by anybody in COTl"nexion with this matter.
The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
adjourned '_ll1til Wednesday, September 19.
USURY PREVENTION RILL.
l\f r. COLEC H IN moved the second rcading of this Bill. He said-I regrd very
much that I was unable to get this Bill to l\
second reading last session. 1 desire t~
thank the Government and the Honse for
giving me this opportunity to-night of bringing forward a Hill which, in my opinion,
is one of the most important that could
come before this House and before the coulltry.
'rhe legislation I am asking the Honse
to bring to fruition is now the law of
the Jand in almost every civilized rart
of the worid except Victoria. vV hom shall
we benefit if we pass this Bill?
The
honorable member for Albert Park, who is
my seconder, and I myself have had a
very large number of letters from farmers
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and workers throughout the State, nearly all
of which have expressed a desire to help us
to get the Bill through. We have, also, had
letters attacking us, but they have always
been signed anonymously, and general1y they
have been from money lenrlers, or men who
have made promissory notes and received
large amounts of money in the shape of
interest. 1t is only fair to presnme that they
were not acting in the interests of t~)e public,
bllt in their OW11 interest. The first part of
the BiH deals with mouey lending in a
general way, but does not touch tae matter
of pawnbrokers. The second part dealR with
8,ssignments, and the third part deals with
pawnbrokers. YOIl will recognise th>lt the
last mentioned part is a very important
Que, because it deals with the poorest
people, and they pay the very highest rate
of in tere~t. This llIay not be a perfect
Bill, but I have taken the trouble to look up
the legislation on this subject in different.
parts of the world, including Europe, the
United States, the Australian States, and
New Zealand. So far as I can see from the
legislation that haR been carried out in other
conn tries, t his Bill, if carried, will, to a large
extent, ameliorate the condition of a number
of people, who have to borrow. I must ask
honorable members to help me, and it they
lu~,ve amendments to submit, 1 shall be glad
to accept them so long as they do not in tcrfere
with the main principles of the Bill. We
~now that ShtLkspeare has saidN either a. borrower nor a lender be,
For loall oft loses both itself a.nd friend,
And borrowillg dulls the edge of husba.ndry.

We know that many people, through sickness or through bad financi~~l management,
that fa.rmers through droughts, and business
people owing, perhaps" to bad debts, are
oalled upon either to cease operations or go
a-borrowing. They may get into the hands
of money lenders, and honorable mem bers
will feel satisfied that in snch a predicament
some consideration should be extended to
~hem.
In reading some Ceylon papers
lately I found that the tea. planters there
'became incensed at a nl1.mber of men who
used to go on the plantations lending money,
for which they charged such an extraordinary rate of interest that the men working
on the plantations had hardly anything left
to Ii ve l!pon.
W hen they borrowed the
money they got into the clutches of these
vultures, 80 that it was necessary to put the
1~\V in action to punish them.
'\iVhen the
llloney lenders found that the tea planters
were going to attack them, they called a
meeting, and let the tea planters know that
they were ab~e to start a kind of labour
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party and to expose the tea planters for paying sweating wages. Unfortunately the poor
workers there, having fallen into the hallds
of the money lenders, are now between two
stools, for they have to fight, not only against
the money lenders, but also against the tea
planters. I have with me a very large
number of law cases which, if time permitted,
I would like to read extracts from. There i::!
no time, however, to deal ,,,ith' these caRes,
which show how severely borrowers have had
to suffer ill all parts of the ci viJized world. )f
honorable members look at the Bill they will
see that, as I said before, the first part is merely
general. Clause 7 provides for the recovery
back of interest illegally received, for no
recovery ill certain cases, and deals with the
overpayment to the assignee or transferee.
It is a very necessary clause. Sub-clause (51
of that clause deals with the realization ot
the security. I am sure honorable members
will be satisfied that a provision of this
cbaracter is necessary in connexion with insolvency proceedings. I ha.ve copied this
provision from the Hill which-was drafted by
Mr. haacs, and which, if carried, would have
done a great deal of good. Cla,use 9 provides
how the loan is to be made, and states that
it is to be made in Cl1l'l"ent money, bank
notes, 0r cheques, and that no land, goods, or
articles of any kind are to be given by way
of barter as a part of the loan. Very many
instances have occurred to show that this
prOVISIOn is necessary. Clause 10 lJrovides
that when the rate of interest is not per
annum, not mOl'e than 10 per cent. can be
recovered, unless the contract states the
equivalent rate per annum.
Mr. BEN1'.-Make it per diem.
Mr. COLECHlN.-I drafted the provision
so that, if the interest is charged by the
month, or any other period less than a year,
not more than 10 per cent. per annum shall
be recoverable. Clause 11 provides that a
copy of the contract must be given to the
'borrower, and that is necessary,because
sometimes the borrowers are very innocent
as to the nature of the contract they have
entered into. I have provided that everything shall be explained to them. . By subclause (2), if the lender does not comply
with the provision ill regard to the contract,
and that contract stipulates for the payment
of a higher rate of interest than 10 per cent.
per annum, the contract shall be null and
void to the extent of the excess amonnt of
in terest charged. By clause 12 I have fixed
5 per cent. on the amount of the principal
lent, as thi maximuDlforguarantee!ngthe loan,
and that fI per cent. inchIdes fees, costs, charges,
and all expenses.
One of the newspapers
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that devoted a fairly lengthy paragraph
to the Bill, made one mistake in saying that
I was proposing a charge of 5 per cent. per
aunum, which would make the aillount perhaps 50 per cent. instead of 5 per cent. That
w,mld be worse tlUUl the present law. I sent
a memorandum to that paper on the subject explaining ""hat the Bill provided for.
Mr. BEN'J'.- Yon are going to be very
liberal to the guarantors.
Mr. COLECHIN. - I do not think so.
Merchants have to pay I! or 2 per cent.
guarantee, and they are often charged 2 per
cent. for getting the loan. The 5 per ceut. in
this clau~e is the maximum, and is to include
the guarantee, fees, costs, and all expenses.
We know that collusion takes place sometimes
between three or four money lenders, who
have each provided a. portion of the loan.
They get the poor wretch of a borrower to
l3ign a paper, and each of the persolJs in collusion charges so much for a guarantee. I
have fixed the maximum at 5 per cent., hut
the charge might be only 2 ~ per cent. The
motley lenders have agents, who make the
poor borrower pay when they are getting the
money for him. Vve have seen the nicely
worded advertisements regarding some charitable lady who is prepared to leud money, or
we have seen a man advertising himself as
Murphy, and tnrnillg out to be Moss Isaacs
or LOll Isa.acs. Where we see it is advertised thH.t a kind lady is willing to lend
money it tnrns out to be otle of these vultnres.
Their Ilames are known to every
ruder of the newspapers through having
dragged borrowers up to Court who were
stupid enough to sign certain papers. This
Bill if carried will do a.way with the
lJossibility of slich occurriug. A ease
was brought under my notice not long
!\go, where a man borrowed £ 1O. He had
paid £6 of it, but because the interest was
owing for one or two months the money
lender came down on him for something like
£10 or £12, making out that that was the
balance owing. The borrower said he had a
musiclil instrument worth £20, which the
lender might tttke. Tho lender, or his agent.,
was there nearly every day, and the borrower had paid him three times as much as
he had borrowed. Although he got the
musical instrument the lender was not satisfied, and within a week he was down on the
borrower again for another £ 10. The porrower ha.d to try to raise another loan. Claus~
] 3 provides that certain assignments are to
be in writing, and executed before a police
magistrate or a County Court Registrar. The
Chief Secretary knows that unless this clause
is adopted these assignments will be defeated.
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I corne now to the question of pawnbrokers
which is dealt with in Pll.rt 3. It does not
propose a very great alteration, bllt it provides a very necessary relief for some grievances. The rates are reduced to what might
be called fair rates. Under £ 10 it is Sd. in
the £1 per month, and over £10 it is 5s.
in the £1 per annum.
While the horrowers say that this is too much, the lenders
desire that it should be increased beyond
what I propose to make it. Finally. l may
say that the Bill, in its reference to the pawnshops, makes the matter very mnch more
liberal, and before I sit down 1 will read Ol1e
letter out of the number I have received to
show the grievances that people are suffering
from. Another important poillt I have made
in tile Bill is this: Supposillg a mall goes to
a pawnbroker and borrows, say £10, on an
article which he vallles very milch. He is
lent, perhaps, .:is. or lOs. He says-" I
don't want very much. my wife is ill,'~
or "I want some food in the honse,"
and he goes to the money lendet·
and borrows a small sum just to tide
him over the difficulty. Then the charges
are somewhat serious, and he is unable to
meet them, and eventually this valuable property is taken away to the anctioneer and
knocked down to the highest bidder witholl t
any thought as to its real value. I have
provided here that if the pawnbroker gets a.
profit on the charge, assuming that he
sells the article, say, for £1), and that t
allowing for the whole of the interest and
the whole of the charges the man i~ entil"led
to, say, £2, all the overplus goes to the Government, and the Government hold it in
trust for the real owner of the property. I
am sure honorable members will recogllise
that the real owner of the property, having
paid the auctioneer and the carrier,and having
paid the interest to the pawnbroker, should
have a right on application to the Government to get back what is justly his OWll.
The Bill sets out the duty of the Court of
Petty Session8 on applications for licences.
I have, made it very strict here that licences
should be given only to those people who
comply with the Act. I think honorable
members will recognise that the magistrate
should have thltt power, Rnd should be called
upon to exercise it under the law so that
only those who have carried out the Act
should be entitled to a licence. I have a
number of letters here of which I will just sor~
out four to comment on. One comes from a very
able mal! whom I met some twenty years ago
in political matters. He writes me a splendid
letter, in which he states, among other
things, that for mauy years he bas studied
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this question, and he believes it will be to
the very great interest of the State that this
Bill should pass. . Usury, he says, is against
the Scriptures, and is agaim,t progress. It
rpakes for cruelty. It is against the agrioulturist, against the manufacturer, and
against the worker; and he congratulates the
honorable member for Albert Park and myself, and trusts that the HousfI will carry this
Bill into law. Then I come to another letter
sent to me by a man who is a dealer in
promissory notes. He makes ont that he
only gets about 10 per oent., and he signs
himself "Pro Bono Publioo," so, according
to his own view of' himself, he deals in
promissory notes for the benefit of the public.
On reading his letter carefully, while he
makes out that shopkeepers make on all
average about 180 per cent., and that he only
gets about 10 to 15 per cent., I have come to
the conclusion thatif he is honest in his statements he need not fear the provisions of this
Bill, because in certain circumstances he can
get even OV8r the 10 per cent., but he will
have to do it in a very different way in the
future from what he has done in the past.
Mr. H. S. BENNET'l' (Balla'rat West).- Will
the honorable member read the letter he received from "Ikey Mo" ?
Mr. COLECHIN,-That is a very stron o'
letter, which I will not read. I believe th~
writer is going to lie in wait for the seconder
of this Bi1l and myself if it becomes law. I
think in the future he will be tired of charg.
ing "shent per shent," because he will be
unable to get it. I had another letter from
a gentleman I know, who came to me in this
House. He married a young lady who was
born in Geelong. I know he is a steady,
hard-working civil servant, and I do not think
he has been extravagant, and I have known hirn
for over twenty years. 1 willllotgive his name.
The SPEAKER.-I should like to remind
the honorable member that if he reads a
letter, and any honorable member calls for it
to be laid upon the table of this HOllse, the
rule of the House compels him to lay it on
the table. Therefore, if the honorable member desires not to disclose the name of the
writer, he had better not read the letter,
beoause a demand may be made for it to be
laid upon the table.
Mr. COLECHIN.-He has signed his name
in such a way tbat honorable member.s would
have great difficulty in tracing it. I have
the letter written out much more briefly than
4.:he writer put it. 80 as to make it more
acoeptable to this House. It is as follows:Mr. X. stood security for a friend for a bill of
£10.

The borrower paid off £4, but was unable to
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pay more. Mr. X. was called on to pay the £6.
He was unahle to do so, and the money lender
made out a bill for £8, payable at £1 per month.
Mr. X. kept up the payments except every third
month, when he had to pay insurance premium.
Each time he failed the mouey lender made out a
fresh bill with added interest. In this way £28
was paid altogether, the Jew still claiming .tlO.

Sc the villain still pursued him!
Mr. X. borrowed £8 from another to pay the
first one otf, adding £2 himself. His expel'ienae
was the sa.me with the second as with the first.
He paid him also £28, and then offered him £.6
cash to redeem the till of sale. The money lender
rt'~used, and seized his fUl'niture. To part ly repa.i.r
thlS loss he had to bon'O\v £5 from 80 third who
with interest and renewals, after Mr. X. had paid
£7, still claimed £1.2 lOs. Mr. X. was compelled
to go to law about it, and got a verdict a.gaillst the
money lender.

From what he tells me, that verdict was
not very much use to him, because it took
him some time to win his' case, and it cost
him a great deal more money than he ought
to have had to pay. As be only got party.
costs, he was almost as badly off when he
won his case as he was when he started.
This letter comes from ~outh CarltonDe~r Sir,-I take the li~erty of writing this note
to brll1g under your notlCe the fact, re your Bill
for Prev~otion of Usury, hoping you will get it
into law. I would like if yon would ma.ke all
interest paid to pawnbrokers weekly instead of a.t
present, monthly. I ha.ve known of ma.ny cases
where four months'interest is paid every month.
\\- hen anyone puts in a. pledge on Monda.y morning
he gets that out on the following Friday night,
he pays one month's interest for the lend of tha.t
money. If £1 is borrowed, he pays Is. every
week instead of 3d. every week. All interest
should be like wages -pa.id every week.
Trusting, sir, you will put this into your Bill,
and if you do you will save pounds a year to the
poorest of the pOOl'.

Mr. BENT.-Have yon got anything about
the garnishee orders there 1
Mr.COLECHlN.-I could say a little about
garnishees. but I am Sllre the Minister of Railways has had agreat deal of experience of them
Mr. BENT.-He has, indeed.
Mr. COLECHIN.-J conld say something
in favolll' of the garnishee business, and a
~ood deal against it, but if the Premiel' would
put his foot dowo against gambling and
against some of those harpies that trot
arollnd the Departments, as well as around
some of the shops-women as weU as meninducing people to put their money on what
they call "good things," when if they were
good they would keep them to themselves,
he would do a great deal of good; because
I am satisfied a good deal of gambling
is going on in the Departments, and if the
Premier would do his best to prevent it
there would be less garnisheeing in the future
than there is now. Some very seriolls evidence.
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WitS taken bv a
Select Committee of the
House of C~mmons in 1898, while in the
House of Lords on 18th May, 1899, the
following provision in a Bill was passed: If nny money lender, or any manager, a.gent, or
clerk of a. money lender, by a.ny false, mislea.diog,
or deceptive statement, representa.tion. or promise,
or by any dishonest concealment of facts, induces
or attempts to induce any persoll to borrow money,
or to a.gree to the terms on which money is or is to
be borrowed. he shall be guilty of a misdemeanour,
a.nd shall be liable, on indictment, to imprisonment,
with or without hard labour, for a term not exceed.
ing two years, or to a. fine not exceeding £500, or
to both.
'
I have heard it said that here in Victoria we
have. in another place, a more Toryfied
party than even the Honse of Lords. I hope
they will destroy that belief by passing this

--

Bill, especially when they know t.hat such a
clause as the one I just quoted was passed
by the House of Lords with a number of
others on that date. I have with me an interesting digest of the interest laws in the
United States to May, 1899.
Honorable
members will notice that in the State of
Alaska the penalty for charging any interest
ovel' 10 per cent. is the forfeiture of the whole
debt to the school fund. In that way they
.
th
1 tl
'} t . t
glve
e poorer peop e 1e rIg It 0 IllS ruct
their children, so that they shall not get
into the hands of money lenders, by giving
them an education which will help them to
avoid that kind of people through being
able to read over the terms of agreements.
The following is the statement : -

lNTI£REST LAWS IX UNITED STATES TO MAY,
---~----~-

---

~~

State or Territory.

~~

Limit allowed
by Law.

Bill.

Penalty for Usury.

1899.
Date of last Act.

---- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ · _ - - - - - , 1 - - - - - - - -

Alaba.ma.

S

~

Alaska.

Delaware

8
6

10
6

Dist. of Columbia
FJ orid a

6
8

10
10

7
7

1~

Georgia
Idaho ..
Illinois
Indiana
India.n Territo;';;
Iowa ...
...
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana.
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
. Missouri
Nebraska.
New Hampshi~~
New Jersey ...
New Mexico

5
6
6

6
6
6
5

6

7
6
6

7
6

8

7
8

10
8
10
6
8
8

)0
lQ
8

10
6

6

6

6

12

New York

6

6

North Carolina.

6

6

North Da.kota ...
Ohio..
.\.
(lkJahoma
Oregon
:::

7

12

6
7

Pennsylvania...
South Carolina...
South D{~kota...
Tenuessee
Texas ..
Vermont
Virginia
'\Vashington
West Virginia...
Wisconsin
...
Wyoming

Mr. Colechin.

I

8
6

8

12
10

7

6
8

7

12

6

6

6

10

6
6
7

6
6

12

6
6

10

8

12

6

Forfeiture of interest
.. .
1852
~'orfeiture of debt to school fund .. .
Since Jan., 1892
Forfeiture of principal and interest, and 1855
lender liable for amount equal to loan
Forfeiture of interest if sued for in .one year 1870
Forfeiture of interest, and .of double the 1891
illegal in rerest received
Forfeit ure of excess
1881
Forfeiture of 10 p. c. of principal for each year 1897 or 189S
Forfeiture of interest
1891
Forfeiture of interest over 6 per cent.
1879
Forfeiture of principal and interest
'" Since Jan., 1892
Forfeiture of interest and costs of suit
. " Since Jan., 189'2
Forfeiture of double the excess
"'jl889
Forfeiture of excess
... 1878
Forfeiture of interest
l8iO
Forfeiture of interest
1891
Forfeiture of principal and interest
1879
Forfeiture of interest
1886
Forfeiture of 10 p. c. interest to school fund 1891
Forfeiture of interest
lS79
Forfeiture of treble the excess
1872
Forfeiture of interest and no costs allowed ... 1878
Forfeiture of twice excess and fine of 25 to Hl84
100 dollars
Forfeiture of principal and interest, and 1882
fine not exceediug 1,000 dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding six months
Forfeiture of interest and double the excess SilLce Jan., 1892
paid recoverable within two years
Since Jan.) 1892
Forfeiture of interest
Forfeiture of excess over 6 per cent.
1869
Forftliture of iuterest
1890
Forfeiture of principal and interest to school 1885
fund
Since Jan., 1892
Forfeiture of excess
Forfeiture of double excess received
1890
Misdemeanoural1d loss of interest ...
1889
Folfeiture of excess interest
~ince Jan., 1892
Since Jan., 1892
Forfeiture of interest
1823
Forfeiture of excess
1874
Forfeiture of interest
Forfeiture of twice the amount of accrued Since Jan., 1892
interest and costs
1868
Forfeiture of excess
Forfeiture of interest &: treble excess received 1876
~ince .Jan., 1892
Forfeiture of interest
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In all the cases I have read the punishment
is forfeiture-in some forfeiture of the E'xcees,
in some of the whole of the interest, aud in
some forfeiture with gaol into the bargain.
Coming to the German law we find the
following: Paragra.ph 302D: Whoe\'er practises usury as an
&VOO&tion or habitu&lly sh&ll be punished with
imprisonment not less than three months, together
wH;h a. fine of 150 to 16,000 marks (£7 Ills. to
£7$0) a.nd further loss of civic rights.

Why, they would take their votes away from
them in Germany, and all t·~e people have
Dot got votes there. Other provisions of t.he
German law are as follow : -

Bill.

1355

In 1850 further laws were passed,and again
in 18ts6. 'l'here are a number of decisions
of the Court of Cassation 011 the matter, and
one is as follows : (1) It is usurious to receive interest for a loan of
money, whether in a civil matter or in a commercial
matter at the legal rate, but taken by way of deduction from the principal at the moment of the
loan.

The Italian law is as follows : Interest is legal or conventional.
Legal interest is limited to 5 per cent. in civil
matters, and to 6 per cent. in commercial matters,
and is applicable to the cases in which interest is
due, and there is no agreement which detel'mines
the rate.
00nventional interest IS determined by the will
of the contracting parties. In civil matters, con
vention",l interest exceeding the legal rate nlust
result from a written document, otherwise no
interest is du~.
Our Legislature foresaw the onerous conditions to
which a. debtor might. be subjected who had agreed
to interest above the legal rate, and therefore
sanctioned the right which the debtor always has
after five years from the making of the contract
to restore the snm bearing interest great~ I' than the
legal rate, notwithstanding any agreement to the
contrary. He must, however, "ive six months'
written notice, which gives him the right to disaffirm any further period agreed on.
The above provisions ILre not applicable to contracts for annuities, nor to those which provide
for the .repayment by way of yearly pa.yments
which include interest and a fixed portion by way
of progressive repayment of principal. Nor tire
they applicable to any kind of debt contracted by
the State, by municipalities, or other statlltory
corporatioru!.
If a receipt for principal is given without referring to interest, it is presumed that the interest is
paid, and creates a discharge ther~of unless the
contrary is proved.

Para.graph 360: To be punished by a fine not
exoeeding 150 marks (£7 lOs.) or by detention.
U. A pa.wnbroker or a. time payment dea.ler,
who in the exercise of his avoca.tion acts
contrary to the regulations issued in
that behalf, and especially if he exceeds
the ra.te of interest prescribed by the law
of the la.nd, or by the competent
authorities.
A. Contraots which offend a.gainst the a.bove
~a.gra.pbs 302A, 302n, and 302c of the Penal Code
a.re invalid.
All pecunia.ry advanta.ges (para.graphs 302A and
3028) given by or for the debtor must be returned
with interest from date of receipt. For these,
those persons who are guiltV of usury are jointly
ILnd separately responsible. A person guilty in
rega.rd to pa.ra,graph 302c of the Penal Code is,
howevel', responsible only for such amounts as have
actually been received by him or his legal successor.
The responsibility of a, third person who is not
guilty of usury is regulated by the provisions of the
civilla,w.
B. Whoever follows the avocation of money
leader or of a oredit business, has to make out for
everybody with whom he has transacted business
ef the na.t.ure htdicated, &Dd who has become his
debtor ill respect thereof, a yearly written state- The RUl:!sian law is as follows :-ment of aooount, a.nd has to render the sa.me
If any person hasgra.nted a loan !\t usury, under
"Uhin three months from the close of the year,
auch atatement showing not only the result of the conditions which, within the knowledge of suoh
persoll, lay upon the borrower a. charge of exa.oOOUD.t, but also giving details how the result has
cessi ve btu'den, or if any person, being an habitual
aocrued.
money lender, has disguised excessive interest on
The French law, as far hack as September 3, such loan, whether by illcludillg it with the prin1807, was somewhat severe. It is shown in cipal or by entering it as costs of custody he sha.~l
the following extract how persons who prac- be lilLble to imprisonment of from two to six
tised usury were brought before the Correc- months, &c.
1n both laws, i.e., German and Russia..u, the
tional Tribunal and fined : habitual usurer is still more severely dealt
FRENCH LAW OF THE 3RD SEPTEMBER, 1807.
with. The Uussian law goes on to provide
Art. 1. Contractual interest ca.nnot exceed in that interest up to 12 per cent. shall not be concivil matters 5 per OeIlt. nor in commercial matters sidered usurious.
6 per cent. without deduction.
We don't want to go to Russia. The
Art. 2. LeglLl interest is in civil matters 5 per
cent. and in commercial matters 6 per cent. with- synopsis of foreign usury laws compiled
from a paper by ,V. ~1. Harrison, Esq.,
out deduction.
Art. 4:. Every person accused who habitually barrister-at-Iaw, in the JO~trrt,al of the Society
pra.0tises usury shall be indicted before the Cor- of Compara.tive Legisla.tion, New Serie'3,
rectiona.I Tribuna.l, and, in case of conviction,
condemned to a fine, which shall not exceed one- July, 1889, is as follows:haH of the principal sums which he has lent on
Antigua.-(1738) maximum rate 6 per cent,.
uaury. If it should a.ppea.r in the course of the Contracts for a higher ra.te a.re void.
prooeeding tha.t there ba.s been cheating on the
Argentina.-Five per cent. in civil, and 6 per
pa.rt of the lender, he shall be condemned, besides cent. in commerciaJ. matters.
the before·mentioned fiue, to imprisonment not ex-.
Barbadoes.-(1754) 6 per cent. is the maximum
oeeding two vea.rs.
rate allowed.
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Bermnda.-(l8951. The legal rate is 5 per cent.
Any excess must be stipulated for in writing.
Contracts whereby a higher rate than 7 per cent. is
stipulated for are declared void.
Bolivia -(1857). Six per cent. in commercial
matters, and 5 per cent. in all others.
Bulgada (1893).-In some parts of the country
the ra.te is limited to 12 pel' cent.
New Brnnswick. - Corporations and certain
banks al'e limited to 6 per cent. for loans, subject
to a. penalty equu.l to the amount of the loan.
Nova Scotia.-The rate of interest. is limited in
loa.ns on rea.l security to 7 per cent. ; in loans on
personal security to lO per cent. Excessive interest
may be .leducted.
Ontario and Quebec -No corpora.tion except
oertain specified insurance companies mav take
higher interest than 6 pel' cent. Contracts in vio·
lation of this rule are void, and in addition a pena.lty equal to three times the value of the money
lent is imposed.
Prince Edwm'a Islan,l.-Only 6 per cent. is
recoverable, unless the contract is in writing.
Tasmania.-No restriction.
Trinidad. - No restriction.
Velle7.Uela.-Convcntional interest is limited to
9 per cent.
Victoria.-No restriction.
Western Australia.-No restriction.

The reason I have quoted these few instances
is beccHlse they show that only very few
civilized conn tries ha.ve not dealt with the
question of usury. III nl')st countries they
have had legislation upon legisll1tion, whereas
in Victoria, where better tnell than I have
tried to pass llileaSllre~, up to the present
time there is no legislation upon the subject.
I want to say a word or two with regard to
a book by Bellot and Willis, entitled l'lle
LUll) Relutin,q to
Uncon.~cionable Bargains
with frlaney Lende1·s. This is a very important book, which was lent to me by the
Crown Law Department.
I recommend any
honorable member who wishes to study the
question to obtain it.
One extra~t is as
follows : "There will be fOllnd," wrote the late Mr ..Justice
Byles, in 184:5, "in every Court of Common Law
the most cruel actions, conshntly brought to en·
force these extortionate demands: actions in which
the law, so far from being as she 'ought to be, the
hand-maid of justice. is in reality prostituted, ann
nu~de an accomplice in the perpetration of the most
iniquitous gambling a.nd robbery." And this indictment may be brought with even greater force today.

Further un in the book there is the following
passage : The code of Vakktary (a collection of Georgian
la.ws dating from the fourl eenth century), fixed the
lawful rate for interest at 12 per cent. per
annum, quaintly adrling, however, that those who
did not Cdore about their souls wight charge 1R, ~ l,
or even 30 per cent. Compound interest was entirly forbidden, and in no case was interest to ex·
ceed the principal.
4fr. Colechin.

Bill.

I suppose the people in those da,ys were
afraid to have it in writing that they did not
care about their souls. Another extract
saysThe ra.te of interest was exceedingly high
throughout the Mindle Ages. Coming to the
modern European States, at Verona in 1228, it was
fixed by law at 12i per cent., and at Modena in
1270 it seems to have been as high as 20. In
Genoa, towards the end (If the fourteenth celltur.y,
it varied from 7 to 10 per cent.; but in England
and France the ra.te WIlS far more oppressive. Iu
the former, according to Matthew Paris, in the
time of Henry III , it was 10 per cent. every two
months: and in the latter, at the close of the thirteenth century, 43 per cent., reduced by Phillip the
Fair in 131 t, to 20, which also prevailed in
Poland.

No wonder they called him Phillip the Fair
when he redueed the excesl'live charges.
Another extract is as follows : The legal rate on real secmity at this date (1807)
was-in Anstriar, 6 per cent.; in Prnssia, 5 per
cent.; and at Frankfort, 5 per cent.; but in none
of these was there any limit in commercial transactions. In Spain, Portugal, a.nd Russia., the legal
rate was 6 per cent. on all tmnsacthns; but in the
two latter countries the law was disregarded, and
in the former there was no statutory limit. At
Leghorn the customary rate was ~ per cent. per
month, but there was no stntutory limit; at
Genoa, 5 per cent. , the legal rate being 4:
per cent. Hut there was no law penalizing the
lending of money at a higher one. At Hamburg the usury laws was not enforced. The raf e
varied from 5 per cent. to 10 per cent., and in 1799
rose to 14 per cent The general rate of statutory
interest in the va.rious states of the United Sta.tes
of 4\ merica was 6 per cent.; but the laws in restraint of usury were entirely nugatory. The usual
rate was i per cent. to 1 per cent. per month.
The Jews were the first professional pawnbrokers
ill this country (Ii:ngland) just as they were the
first professional money lender!!. In Old Jewry in
the City they carried on simultaneously both these
businesses. Between the years lOtiO a.nd 1290 the
rate of interest charged by them for loans on
articles pledged with them wa!'! from 2d. to 3d. in
the pound per week, or from 45 to 65 per cent. per
annum. After their expulsion by Edward the First,
the business of pawn fell almost entirely into the
hands of the Lombardy merchants, who also carried
on in Lombard·sLreet the business of money lending
proper.

There is another work entitled Tile Law nf
Money Lending, by Matthews. There is a
quotation from Bacon's essay" Of Usury" in .
the prefaceThat the tooth of uSUl"y be grinded, that it bite
not too much.

Mr. ~rHOMS0N.- Is this the Dentists Bi111
Mr. COLECHIN.-I will draw the honorable member's teeth directly. Further on in
this book it saysIt is unfortuna.te that .Judges should be called
upon to revitlw the transactions of mankind without
heing furnished by the Act which confers jurisdiction with a more cl--ar and certain standard of
decision than the Money Lenders Act affords. The
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use of such a. word as "excessive" is incapable of
a.nything approaching pllecise defiuition. This word
eM only be given effect to by a line which must be
of necessity purely arbitrary, and it is hopeless to
expect anything like uniformity of view or practice
a.mong the Judges upon such a question.

That shews clearly that the Judges want.
legislation 011 this subj~ct.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland ECt81).Would you mind giving a few saulples of
what you would like to lead up to.
Mr. COLECHIN.-I have introduced
the Bill, and I have explained the elauses.
What I· want is that only under certain cir(}umstances interest over 1 per cent. may
be charged. In JJhe Law of Money Lending
the author says:-

°

By chapters 10 and 11 of Magna Charta, it was
provided that debts due to the Jews were to bear
no interest during the minority of the heir of a
deceased debtor; the widow· was to have her
dower a.nd to pay nothing of the debt; and the
-children were to be provided with necessaries
before pa.yment out of 1 he residue. If the modern
system of life insura.nce had ueen in vogue at this
period, it might accordingly ha.ve been truly said
that the Jew creditor hod l'. substantial insurable
interest in the life of his Christian debtor.

At this point I might have quoted Portia,
but I will not do so. There is only one
other point I wish to touch upon.
The
'Writer of this book refers to the case of
Samuel v. Bell, and says :The learned Judge, in giving judgment, said :"Tempting a mn.n with money is I unconscionable,'
but it is not ' harsh,'" so that the point did not
escape his a.t.tention ; but this case lea.ves us with·
<>ut any definition of the mea.ning of the word
"harsh" as distinguished frem "unconscionable,"
if, indeed, they do not mean one and the same
thing, and this decision would seem rather to tend
to indicate that they may do.

. That shows clearly that what the Judges
want j~ not a definition of words, but It
distinct· statement in the Act as to how much
interest may ve charged. I do not desiro to
take up the time of the House a.ny further.
I hope that honorable members will allow the
Bill to be read a seoond time, and that before
the present session is closed it will become
law.
Mr. RENT.-I thought that my colleague,
the Chief Secretar'y, would have said a word
or two upon this Bill. ~ow that the hOll<>rable member for Geelong has made his
speech, I suppose we sha.ll ha.ve to read it
carefully.
The Minister of Lands says that
he is willing to look at it, because the Bill is
of sufficient importance to demand consideration. In fact, it is a Hill that the Government ought to take up. If the honorable
member will consent to the adjournment of

Bill.
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the debate, the matter will be considered by
the Cabinet. Therefore, I beg tu moveThat the deba.te be nowa.djourned.

Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I think it is a.
reasonable proposition that the Government
will consider this measure with the view of
taking it up, because there is no doubt
that an amendment of the law in this
direction is required. The honorable member for Geelong might be able to get
his Bill through to a certain extent,
but it is almost hopeless for a priva.te
member to succeed any further. While I
do not dOll bt the sincerity of the Government on this occasion, promises of this kind
have sometimes been made and we have not
got much "forrader." However, I \vould
suggest to the honorable member' for
Geelong that he should a.CCQl>t tile de6nite
promise of the Premier that the matter will
be considered by the Government.
The motion for the adjoarnment of the •
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
adjourned until Wednesday, September 26.
The House adjourned at 6ve minutes past
ten o'clock, until Tuesday, September 11.
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Tuesday, September 11, 1906.
The PRESIDE~'l' took the chair at seven
minutes to 6ve 0 'clock p.m., and read the
prayer.

NEW STANDI.KG ORDER.
The PRES! DENT announced that be had
received a letter from the Clerk, intimating
that His Excellency the Governor had been
pleased to approve of the Standing Order
adopted by the Council on August 28,
1906.
SURPLUS Rb:VENUE BILL.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved the
secoild reading of this Hill. He said the Bill
dealt with £676,000, which was nearly the
whole of the surplus revenue for the last
6n~\.ncial year.
He believed there would
be about £4,000 of surplus left. He
knew honorable members did not like
Surplus Hevenue Bills, but this one, he
thought, w'Juld commend itself to them.
The first item was to legalize the payment by
the Treasurer of £500,000 iu reduction of the

Surplus Revenue

[COUNICIL.]

indebtedness to the Commissioners of Savings
Banks.
When the amalgamation of the
Post Office Savings Banks and the Commissioners' Savings Banks was effected in 1896
by the Savings Banks Act Amendment Act
No. 1481.a sum of £3,117,310 was owing
by the Government to the depositors in the
Post Office Savings Banks. This became a
liability to the Commissioners. Under subsection (2) of section 19 of the Act he had
mentioned the 'rreasurer had to pay to the
Commissioners the full amount of interest
payable to the depositors, and under subsection (18) of the same section he had ulso to
pay the extra working expenses entailed -the
tW(» together amounted t.o £3 Os. Sd. per cent.
When the surplus for the year was practically ascertained, it was determined to pay
oft' £500,000 of this indebtedness. By
the Act dealing with surplus revenues the
balances had been paid off from time to time
towa.rds the indebtedness of the Government
generally. There was no special appropriation of the snm to any particular debt,
a.nd, therefore, it was necessary to provide
that the sum of £500,000, mentioned in
'the Bill, should be paid in reduction of that
particular debt. 1'he Treasurer anticipated
parliamentary sanction for this particular
sum, and paid off the £500,000 to the Commissioners of Savings Banks. Then he
borrowed that amount again from them, in
ordet· to help to meet the loan of £4,000,000
becoming due on 1st July next year. The
money was borrowed at 3~ per cent" and was
invested in London, pending its application,
at 3 per cent. App9rently, there was a loss of
! percent. on thetransacti()ll if it was looked at
onlyfromonepoint0fview. As mOlley lying to
the credit of the public account earned only
1t per cent., the Treasurer, acting in the
interests of the State, paid over to the (Jommissioners the amount of £500,000 in anticipation of authority, as he thereby effected a
s!.ving of over 2 pe-r cent. The Commissioners
of Savings Banks got that money, so that the
3~ per cent. was a good investment for them,
but it was desirable to borrow the money so
as to have it available to meet the loan, and
in addition to that the Treasurer had arranged to borrow a further sum of £1,50l),OOO
from the Saving:-l Banks Commissioners,
which would be paid from time to time until
it was used in paying off the loan of
£4,000,000. That would lea.ve £2,000,000
to be provided for. Towards that £2,000,000
the Treasurer would be able to find £500,000
from mouey in his hands, and (}.)ming into his
hands from various sources. Tha.t would leave
£1,500,OOOto be provided for. Of thatamount
Hon. J. M. Davies.

Bill.

£1,000,000 was being offered to the presen'
holders of the loan, and they had up to 1st
January. 1907, to avail themselves ofthe offer,
so that if they to,)k that amount up only
£500,000 would be required when the loan of
£4,000,000 fell due. Although he said
there was an apparent loss from that transaction, in reality the transaction resulted in a
gain. In floating a loan in England it was
generally considered necessary to have the
loan underwritten, and the amount for underwriting a loan of £4,000,000 at I:! per
cent. would be £50,000. Then there was
the composition duty, which would come to
£25,000. Brokerage would be £10,000, and
the commission to the London and Westminster Bank under the existing agreement
would be another £10,000, so that the total
cost of meeting the loan of £4.000,000
in London, if power were obtained, would
be £95,000. It was thought better and
wiser to arrange to get £~,OOO,OOO in
Melbourne for a start, even although
there was l'\, loss on the £500,000. He
thought it was satisfactory that the Treasurer could see his way to meet the loan
of £4,000,000 without any anxiety or risk.
The next item in the Bill was to provide for
a snm of £50,000, to be appropriated for the
erection and repair of State schools. Honorable members had been told from time to
time about the want of repairs in State
schools.
They could remember the tirne
when there was a regular deficiency in the
revenue every year, and during that evil
period the State school buildings were
allowed to get into a very bad state of repair.
The sum expended each year was
perhaps about one-tenth of the sum actually
required.
Those who had experience in
matters of this sort knew that if repairs
were not effected they were only postponed
until later, but, 011 the priuciple of" a
stitch in time saves nine," if repairs were
effected at once further deterioration was
saved to a great extent. However, if the repairs were neglected destruction went rapidly
on. There was one form of destruction
in country ~tate schools which was caused
by white ants. At the beginning their
ravages could be stopped, but if nothing
was done the result would be comple~e destrnctiwn. They were a. source of grea t
destrnctibility. If a. building were let go
out of repair capital was decreased, and in
applying the sum of £50,000 towards the
repairs and the erection of Stnte schools, so
far as repait·s were concerned, the amount
was really being applied ro make good a deficiency which had accumulated in past.
I
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years. It was absolutely neoessary in cer- With reference to paragraph D. wnich ,,'as
tain cases to ereot new sohools. Originally, as follows : he believed the money fQr the erection of
Of the ba.lanoe of such excess not appropria.ted or
State schools was ne~rly all borrowed. That used
f~ the purposes aforesaid, a sum not exceedformed a portion of our indebtedness to-day. ing Sixty-six thousa.nd pounds shall be paid by the
He thOllght the proposed expenditure of this Treasurer into the fund ca.lled the" Railway Loa.n.
,1~rge sum of money should commend itself t6 Repayment Fund," to be used only for a.dditions to
improvements on existing lines and for a.ddihonorable members.
The next item iu and
tiona.l rolling-stock in such ma.nner as Parlill.ment
the Bill was to provide for the payment ma.y ha.ve directed or hereafter direct in any Rail-of the sum of £60,000 by the Trea- ways Lo..n Application Act,
surer to the credit of the Trllst Account,
the Commissioners wrote-called the Rolling·stock Replacement Fund.
With reference to this amount he had a
The a.mount which, under this item, will be
memorandum of the Commissioners of Rail· credited to the Railwa.y Loans Repayment Fund
(established in accordance with section ~ of Act
ways, which was as follows : No. 1946) will a.lso be pa.rt of the surplus revenue
It would a.ppea.r from the proceedings in the of the railways for the yea.r ended 80th June, l!06
Legislative Assembly, as reported in the press of yes- and, as will be observed, is to be used only to;
terday morning, tha.t some misapprehension exists
with reference to items "C" and "D" in the
Surplus Revenue Bill now before the House.
As rega.rds the former item, reading as
follows :The sum of £60,000 shall be paid by the
Trea.surer to the credit of the trust account called the "Rolling-stock Rep1a.cement Fund ",
the Honora.ble the Minister will recollect that when
the present Commissioner::; took office, II.n inven·
tory of the rolling-stock in existence at 1st July,
1903, 808 compa.red with the rolling-stock which
ha.d been purcha.sed or constructed at the expense
of ca.pital from the inception of the railways until
tha.t date, disclosed a dencieacy which, it was estimated, would cost £403,950 to make good. As
the rolling. stock representing this deficiency
W808, in the first insta.nce, charged to capita.l a.c(lount, the outla.y involved in nu~king good this
(leficiency cannot again properly be charged to
(lapita.l, a.nd the funds required must therefore be
provided out of surplns railwa.y revenue.
During the yea.r 1903-4 this deficiency wa.s reduced by £14,9.jO, and during the year 1904-5 by
£119,740, leaving au estimated expenditure of
£269,260 a.t 30th June, 1905, to ma.ke good the deficiency. £60,000 of the surplus railway revenue of
the yea.r 1904·5 was a.ppropriated under Act No.
1969 for the Rolling-stock Repla.cement Fund
(eeta.b1ished in a.ccordance with section 4 of Act
No. 1946) to be used only for rolling· stock to be
applied in reduction of the deficiency, and is in·
.eluded in the £119,740 by which such deficiency
W808 reduced during that year.
It ie now proposed, under item" C " of Surplus
Revenue Ac\, 1906, to appropriate an additiona.l
8um of £60,000 out of the surplus revenue of the
railways for the year 1905·6 for the purpose of
building rolling-stock to be applied in the further
reduction of the deficiency. This money will not
be expended for the ordinary repa-irs or current
renewa.ls of rolling-stock, but, as explained, to
make good the aeficiency in the rolling-stock
which should have been in existence at tbe 1st
July, 1903, to represent the expenditure on rollingstock charged to oa.pital account prior to that da.te;
and, a.s ..Iso expla.ined, this money is pa.rt of the
surplus revenue of the railways for th..:: year
1906·6, that is, ihe revenue in excess of the working eXpenses a.nd interest chargE's in full on the
railwa.y debt of the Sta.te.

additions to and improvements on existing li:oes
and for additional rolling-stock in such manner as
Pllrliament ma.y have directed or may hereafter
direct.
~'he a.ppropriation nnder this item of surplus
ra.Ilway revenue for these purposes will, to tha.t
extent, obvia.te the borrowing of additional motley
by the State with a corresponding increase in the
debt of the State.
The works on which it is recommended tha.t expenditure be ma.de uuder this item will in due
course, be submitted for the a.pproval of ParHam~nt, but, meanwhile, it f!l~y be sta.ted that they
wIll all bfl perma~ent a.dditIOns and improvements
to the prope~ty;eIther for the pu~pose of incree.s.ing
the net earnmg power of the raIlways or providing for more efficient and sll.fe working.

There had been a discllssion in the Council
the ether night about the necessity of having
additiollal and improved rolling-stock. Portion of the money voted under the Bill would
be available for that purpose. He thought
that was highly desirable. Honorable members might like to know what money had
been paid off the money owing upon loan a~
counts out of the reveuue this year. Thel'e
were some bonds that were called tLle Carter
bonds. It was provided that £25,000 should
be paid off at uertain stated times. The
£25,000 due last year was paid off out
of the revenue. In addition to that a further
sum of £25,000 would become due on
1st January next year. rrhat payment bad
been anticipated, so the sum of £50,000 had
been paid off the Carter bonds. and he understood that was the end of them. Then,
under Act No. 1451, a further sllm of
£25,000 had been l)aid off. Money was
borrowed under oertain Acts of Parliament,
not only for llermanent works, but for things
that ought to have been paid for out of
revenue. There was not enough revenue, so
the money was borrowed, and it was provided that sums should be paid. off from time
to time, so that the amouuts should not
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become permanent loans. Other items of indebtedness reduced were-

was borrowed again at 3~ per cent., and
that. showed a distinct loss of ! per cent.

Consolidated stoc·k purcha.sed in London from
redemption fund (1 per cent. is paid into this fund
in accordance with the terms of the loans issued),
£35,956. Victorian stock purchrs.sed, £42,856.

The Hon. J. M.
it is earning now.

In addition to the £500,000 in the Bill a sum
of nearly £153,822 had been paid off loans
out of revenue from last year. He thought
that was a very satisfactory state of things.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said he
thought honorable mem bers would congratula.te themsel ves, on looking at the Bill, on the
fa.ct tha.t there were only four items to deal
with. In conllexion with previous Surplus Revenue Bills, he did not know how many items
there were, but there were a very considerable
number. It gave honorable members a good
deal of trouble on those occ:asions to find out
in what particular way the money was to be
expended. One thing he thought would be
satisfd.ctory to honorable members, was that
the application of all four amounts was for
State purposes. There was no vote for local
requirements in the way that prevailed to
such a great extent in previous Surplus
Revenue Bills.
Honorable members had
rather a lengthy explanation of the Bill from
tl-le Attorney-General, but he did not know
whether they could quite follow the honorable
gentleman as to how he made out that the
Government had done a very clever and very
wiae thing indeed in referellce to the amount
of £500,OOd. When first honorable members saw that the Government. had appropriated that large amount oni of its surplns,
he (Mr. Harwood) considered it was a matter
for congratulation, because for the first time
the Government was recognising to some
extent its obligations to discharge a debt
owing to the Savings Banks Commissioners,
but when it appeal'ed it was leuding
with one hand and horrowing back with
the other he scarcely saw where the
good financial position came in. Honora.ble members had an explallation from the
Attorney· General thatthemoney was borrowed
for a specific purpose, and he (Mr. Harwood)
thought that purpose would commend itlSelf
to all honQrable members-that the m0ney
should be sent home to provide something on
account of the £4,000,000 which became duo
a.bout the middle of next year. However, he
did not see the necessity of losing something like i per cent., because, notwithstanding the explanation that honorable
members had been given, there was a loss.
If he understood matters correctly, a debt
at 3 per cent. had been paid off, and therefore that 3 per cent. ceased; but the money

DAVIES.-It

is not what

The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said the
money was borrowed at 3~ pel' cent. to help
meet a loan of £4,000 000. It was sent
to London and in the meantime was
earning 3 per cent.
That was a loss
of i per cent.
'1'he explanation was
that in raising money at home certain
expenses had to be incurred. The nnderwriters got something, the bankers got something, and some Olle else got something.
Honorable members had been told that these
expenses had been saved, and therefore the
transaction was a very profitable one. Honorable members were told there was no 10s8 at
all. Surely, if matters were as they had
been stated to be, there was no necessity
to go thlOugh all the formalities that
had been gone through to pay £500,000,
and then to create a. new debt. Members had heard the eXlJlanation, but he
did not know th!lt there was much ground
for cODlplaint, because it was a good thing
that the money had been sent home to be
available in connexion with the debt that we
had to meet next year. With reference to
the other amounts he was pleased to see that
the money was to be used for important
State purposes. The sum of £50,00U was to
be expended in repairin!! the State schools,
and that was a proposal that wnuld commend
itself to everyone. It was bad economy to
allow the State-school buildings to get into
a state of dilapidation. This money wOltld,
no doubt, be profitably and wisely expended
in putting the schools in an efficient sta.te.
rrhe item of £60,000 to be paid to the
Rolling-stock Replacement Fund was on
much the same basis, for that money would
enable the Railways Commissioners to do
what the Attorney-General stated they were
a.nxious to do, namely, to improve the rollingstock and the rail way property generally.
That was very much in the same position as
the mOlleyto be eXlJended on the State schools,
and the public would derive some benefit
from the expenditure. The last item in the
Bill was of a similar character, because the
money was to be appropriated for the benefit
of the railways, and that was for the benefit
of the whole community. He did not think
any reasonable objection could be raised to
,these items, and his objection to the first one
was not of a substantial charilcter. It was
only that the operation was carried Ollt in a
peculiar way that he made any objection, but

Surplus Revenue

[II SEPTEMBER, 1906.]

the explanation that had beeg made prevented the public from being deceived.
Members were led to believe that the debt
to the Savings Banks was t>eing reduced, but
that was not the case. It was a mfl.tter for
satisfa.ction to know that the Savings Banks
Commissioners were possessed of these large
sums, and it was necessary that they should
lend them out to advantage. He only hoped
that they were not launching out too boldly,
and lendillg more money than the:y could
afford to lend.
They mnst., however, be
trusted to manage their business in a
business-like way. This money was not the
money of the Commissiof.lers, but of the
various depositors, and their interests had to
be considered. In lending Hie money to the
Governmeut the Commissioners were getting
the best possible security, and were getting
3~ per cent. interest, whilst they paid ollly
about 2 pel' cent. He thonght the Bill was
satisfactory to the wh,)le Honse.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said members
could fairly congratulate the Governmellt and
the State upon this Bil1, not only for the
reaSOllS mentioned by M.r. Harwood, but because the Government were begInning to
adopt a uew course-they were really making
s. new departure in taking steps to concentrate Ollr debts within the State. It would,
of eOlll'Se, take a long time to do it. The
transaction of paying back a certain snm to
the Savings Banks Commissioners with one
hand, and borrowing it with another, was
merely an ordinary financial transaction. The
old business was closed, and a new book
entry W~l.S made. The great thing to be recognised was that when the £4,000,000 loan
became due we would be able to say to the
holders in London that Victoria had provided·
2l millions out of her own resources. rrhat
would put this titate in a very different position from that ,occupied by other States that
ha.d to approach London in the past. A great
Mnonnt of credit was due to the Government
for having made this provision. Tn regard
to what Mr. Harwood had stated concerning
the Savings Banks Commissioners, members
need not be afraid that those gentlemen
would do anything rash or foolish. It
would not be possible to have better
men, and the Chain'nan was a warrant
to the people that everything would be
done in good order, and as it ought to be
done. There was one further point in connexion with the £500,000, and that was
that in bringing these loans within our own
State every depositor in the Savings Banks
was made to have a direct interest in the
debts and the expenditure of the State. Every
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one who knew that his money was lent to
the Government would take an interest in
the Government, and the more money that
was borrowed from the people the better it
would be, if the Commonwealth Parliament
would leave this State alone to work out its
sd vation. As mem bel'S knew, be bad opposed the olther ~urplus Revenue Bills very
strongly, but for this one he had nothing
but praise. All the items were for publio
purposes, and both Houses might safely join
in congratulating the Government (\n the fact
that in this Bill they were beginning a new
departure which would lessen the liabilities
of the State withont injuring anyone in
it.
The Hon. R. B. REES said that while he
joined with other honorable members in
congratulating the Government ou the items
in this Bill he was rather disappointed that
the Attorney-Genera.l had not mentioned one
particular matter that had been very much
discussed in the public press, especially in
the northern parts of Victoria. He was refelTing to a matter that the Treasurer promised some time ago to deal with in this
Surplus Revenue Bill, and that was the construction of motor cars for use 011 the small
branch railways iu the conntry districts.
That was a matter of such great implHtance
that he imagined the Attorney-General, if
it was contemplated to construct the cars,
wonld have mentioned it. He was, therefore,
very much disappointed that the .AttorneyGeneral had not mentioned the matter. '1'he
construction of these cars might, howeve1.",
be carried ont under paragraph (d) of dause
2, which dealt with the application of the
surplus.
The Hon. n. B. RITCHIE.-The Govemment have bought one motor car.
The Hon. H.. B. REES said that was
not for railway }..!l1rposes. 1'he Government
might have some motor cars on the scrap
heap. If provision were made for motor cars
such as those advooated by Mr. Melville and
others, he (Mr. Bees) was sure they would
be a great convenience ill the back 'Country.
The people living away back in the, north
knew the enormous inconvenience they had
to experience in travelling to Melbourne or
from Melbourne to the north.
At present
there were great numbers of cattle, sheep,
and live stock generally coming from the
northern pastures to Melbourne, and it was
very hard work for the passengers to be kept
for hours travelling after long cattle trains.
In addition to that, there were people living
in the back country who had their mails
delivered only twice or three times a week,
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and in ~he Ma.Bee the trains ran only twice
awoek m many cases. If the Government
OGnstructed motor cars, and ran them once a
day, the people in the northern areas would
be greatly convenienoed, for they would then
have the resources of oivilimtion brought
oloser to them, and living in the back country
wouJd be made more tolerable. He '....as disappointed that the Attorney-General had not
announced that the Trea.surer intended tc)
carry out the promise made to a deputation
some time ago. Although no indication had
been given that a portion of the su.rplus
was to be devoted to tha.t purpose, he hoped
the Treasurer would carry out the promise
before long.
The HOll. D. MELVILLE remarked that he
had suggested to the Government iu connexion
with the last two Surplus Revenue Bills that
~he surplu~ should have been devoted to paymg off the mdebtedness to the Savings Banks
in aocordance with an Act of Parliament that
was pa.ssed to fortify the depositors.
The
Government stated that they had paid
£500,000 off, but immediately it was paid
over it was withdra,wn and remitted to
Lomion. So far as the £500.000 was conoerned there was now a blank I.O. U. in the
&..vings Bank.
In addition to that it was
intended to appropriate £1,500,000, making
£2,000,000 t:.a.ken from the depositors without one word of authority from them. There
should be some undertaking in connexion
with this, or some explanation should be
It was a very extragiven concerning it.
ordinary way of pa.ying off the debt.
Probably members never supposed that the
rrreasurer would pay the £500,000 to the
Bank, and then withdraw it.
Coming
rrreasurers might use the same kind of logic,
and call it paying off, and they might
take a larger sum out of the deposits if the
House recognised this kind of thing. He did
not quite understa.nd it. Some of the bank
directors had stated that they had remitted
money to London in order to get 3 per
cent. interest, and it appeared that the Goverument were merely following their exa.mple. When the Bill got into Committee
the Attorney-General should say whether
the State was ill a better position through
the £500,000 being sent to London and a
.bla.nk 1.0. U. left in the Savings Bank.
The Hon. T. H. PAYNE said he rose tG
cengratulate the Government on tho sound
financing shown in this Surplus H,evenue
Bill. They were to be congratula.ted an
having paid the Savings Banks Commissioners £500,000 The Savings Ba.nks Commissioners could safely be left to manage
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their business, and mem bers need have no fear
that those gentlemen would endanger the position of the Bank in any shape or form. The
action of the Government in borrowing the
£500,000 from the Commissioners had probably relieved .them of. a difficulty, af:l they
would otherWise find it hard to invest the
money satisfactorily. He hoped the Governm~nt ,~ould contin~e the policy taken up in
thiS Bill, and contmue to reduce our indebtedness in connexion with the English
loans. He hoped if the Govemment had a.
surplns this financial year they would consider the qllestion of reducing the income
tax.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN said the Government undoubtedly deserved to be congratulated. He was satisfied that the remarks
that fell from the financial members of the
House last year had induced the Governmeni
~o take th~ course they had taken this year
m repaymg money borrowed from the
Saving~ Banks Commissioners.
Last year
Mr. MIller stated that no recognition was
made in the t;urplus Revenue Bill ot
the money borrowed from the t;avings Banks.
He really believed that the speeches made
by the financial members of this House last
year contributed largely to the excellent Bill
now before them. It should be mentioned
that we should be careful not to go too far.
There was every indicat ion that we were to
have another successful year, and it was to be
hoped that the people of this State would
not be asked to prl1\'ide too much of the loan
money required. It was not advisable to
make our own people ., carry the baby"
instead of the English people. If we were
. called upon to payoff all our debts we might
have to" carry the baby."
He quite understood what the Attorney-General had ex~
plained in COllnexion with paying off with
one hand and borrowing with the other.
The Government had paid £500,000 to the
Sa vings Banks Commissioners, and they had
the assurance of the Commissioners that
over £ 1,000,000 would be available if the
Government should require it next January.
He ulldel'stood Mr. Melville to say that
£2,000,000 had been sent to England, but
aceording to the Attorney-General's statementonly £500,000 was sent,and £1,500,000
was left here for the Government if they
"anted it. He thought the whole of the
people would congratulate the Ministry on
the excellent Bill produced.
The Hon. W. CAI(\ remarked that it was
especially pleasing to him, and mllst be
pleasing to all members, that this Bill could
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not be criticised as the previous Surplus
Revenue Bills were.
This measure was
drawn on sound and judicious lines. It
set a.side the 'l'rust :Funds Act, but he
presumed that it was necessary to do
80.
That Act prescribed that the surplus
revenue must be devoted to a certain purpose. The Bill provided for a portion of last
year's surplus to be expended on State school
buildings and other works that were of an
excellent character. The surplus was to be
devoted to good purposes.
As to the
£500,000, he thought that the transaction
oarried out was sound and good finance. That
money was to be applied tQ taking up a portion of the loan that fell due next year, and
be assumed that the Government would supply the Commissioners of the Savings Bank
with debentures for the £500,000. Perhaps
the Attorney-General would explain if that
was so when the Bill got into Committee. It
was satisfactory to find that £50,000 was to
be spent on the State school buildings, and
£60,000 was to go to the Rolling-stock Re·
placement Fund. He had more than once
l1eferred to the R()lling-stock Replacement
Fund in former years, aud he must say that.
this was a good proposal.
The Hon. K MILLER said he congratulated the Government on th.is Bill. He Was
glad to hear Mr. Cussen say that the speeches
-of honorable members in the Council on
financial questions had bome fruit. 'rhe House
was always preaching financial economy, especially from this (the Ministerial) corner, and
insisting on the reducti&n of the public debt
as opportunity offered. He was glad to find
that the Government was reducing its indebtedness to the Trust Funds. The Trust
Funds had always been a bone of contention
in this Chamber. Honorable members had
urged that those funds should Dot be encroached upon, but in bad times advantage
had been taken of them. However, some of
the motley was now being paid back, and the
repayment of £500,000 was provided for in
the Bi.ll. The way in which the Government
was oarrying on its financial business seemed
puzzling to a great many people, not only
here, but in another place. Mr. Melville
seemed to be rather in a fog over the financial
question, and what Mr. Cain had stated with
respect to it was perfectly oorrect. The GoVE'!l'nment was, no doubt, paying off with one
band and borrowing with the other. 1 t
was paying off £500,000, antI was borrowing £2,000,000. He assumed that in the
course of time the Savings Banks Commissioners would have debentures representing
that amount.
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The Hon.,J. M. DAvIKs.-Cert'ainty ; either
debentures or stoek.
The Hon. E. MILLER said that in his
o,inion this was good bu~iness, aud would
restore our credit in London. if there was any
need for doing so. The Savings Banl{s Commissioners would have good security for the
money, and a means of getting rid of their
surplus funds. Taking the Bill altogether,
he commended it. Honorable members should
be glad to see such a measure introduced,
and, perhaps, when the next Surplus Revenue
Bill waJ:l brought before them they would find
a proposal whereby our present excessive
taxation wO\ild be decreased in various direotions.
The Hon. A. HICKS said that he also
congratulated the Government on payingoff
£500,000 to the Savings Banks Commissioners. He understood that the State was
really .£500,000 better off than it wc.tS twelve
months ago.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES. - Nearly
£650,000.
The Hon. A. HICKS said the Government
were to be congl'atulated on that fact. An
honest man was al ways willing to meet his
debts, and he was glad that the State was
doing i~ best to rednoe the public debt. He
saw that under this Bill a sum of £50,000
was to be spent in the repair and erection of
State schools. Where was this money to be
spent ~ ~T as it to be spent in Melbourne ~
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-No.
The Hon. A. HICKS said he hoped that it
was to be spent throughout the whole of the
State, and that all the State schools that
were in need of repair would participate.
He did not see that anything was said
about teachers' residences in connexion
~with this vote.
Many of the teachers'
residences in the country districts were a
disgrace to the Department, e.nd he really
thought that a portion of this money should
be spent in improving them.
Some of the
up-country teachers were Jiving in houses of
two or three rooms. They had fairly'la.rge
families, and an improvement in the residences
was urgently needed.
He hoped that the
Minister of, Public Instruction wou1d'look
inno the matter.
Many of these te&Dhers
had to leave the cities and go 200
300
miles into the bush, and then they had· to
live ill houses which, as he said, were a
disgrace to the Department~ They 'were
scarcely fit for horses to be stabled in, mtlch
les8 for intelligent beings to make them their
bomes.
The Hoti. W. J. EVANS said he was
very glad that the last speaker had drawn
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attention to the question of improving the residences of school teachers in the country districts. While there was everv reason to congratulate the Government on ~what wa.s being
done with the surplus revenue, a strong case
was put forward by Mr. Hicks, with regard
to providing better accomodation for the
teach erR. The honorable member might have
stretched his req Hest a little further. If the
Government paid proper salaries to the
teachers, as well as to some of the other
sections of the
Civil
Service, they
woulci not
have the
laq~e
surplus
that was now being dealt with. He did not
think the Minister of Pnblic Instruction
would deny that the salari6s paid to some of
the teachers, el::lpecially ill the lower grades,
were a positive disgrace to the community.
.Before another Surplus Revenue Bill was
brought down, he thought that the heads of
the various Departments, and the members
of the Government, should take into serious
consideration the wants aud requirements of
large sections of the Public Service. It was
not one section, but almost all sections. In
many instances private ~mployers would
have treated the Inell better than they were
treated in the State service, but if the
Government paid the public servants
properly they would not have such a
large surplus to show.
He could not
undel'stand the remarks cf honorable
members with regard to the £500,000 that
was being paid back to the Savings Banks
Commissioners. Dl'. Embling, who was an
authority on banking business, said that it
was an ordinary banking procedure.
He
(Mr. Evans) did not pretend to know auything about finance. but it seemed to him that
the intention was that this amount should
gQ to reduce the indebtedness of the Government to the :;avings Hauks.
How it was
possible to pay the money out on the one
hand, and to take it back with the other
hand, and send it away to the old cOlmtry,
he could not understand. That transaction
might be of some benefit in connexion with
the new loan, but he could not understand
why the money was not paid direct, instead
of juggling it about in this fashion. It was
said that our indebtedness had been reduced
by this means. by £500,000, but it did not
appear to him to be anything of the kind.
It was reduced in the first place, and then it
was increased in another directiun. He was
sorry that the Government had not been able
to do more with respect to the Public Se.·vice, and particularly with respect to the
females in the Education Department. The
Director of Eduoation, when speaking at
Hon. W. J. Eva/fl8.
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'''arragul, though he afterwards endeavoured
to explaim it away, was evidently speaking
from the heart when he said that many of
the teachers, especially in the lower grades,
were disgracefully paid by the State of
Victoria.
The Hon. N. FITZGERALD Raid that the
honorable member who had just resumed his.
seat appeared to be in a fog with respect to
the £500,000 that was paid to the ~avings.
Banks Commissioners.
As we had a
£4,000,OCO loan becoming due llext year,
could it be denied that it was better to have
our own people as creditors rather than
English people?
The Hon. W. J. EVANs.-I agree with
you.
The Hon. N. FITZGERALD said that the
great financial strength of France, and of
England too, was that they owed the
national debt to their own people. It was
not due to foreign countries, and the interest
did not go to foreign countries, consequently
the money was kept in the country, and the
people in the country became the creditors
of the Government. It was the same with
The
regard to the sum of £500,000.
Government had done wisely in preparIt was
ing for the £4,000,000 10811.
not only an ad vertisement of the financial strength of the country, but it alsoproved the willingness of the people of this
country and those who were trustees of thepublic funds to trust the Government, believing in the resources of the country.
Consequently, althotfgh this sum of £500,000
was apparently not a reduction of the public
debt Ilt the present moment, it was a rednction in this way, that we would have
£500,000 less to pay to the people of
England when the £4,000,000 loan was paid
off, and our own people would be substituted
as the public creditors to that extent. In
hi8 opinion this was a financial transaction
that must be satisfactory to t.he mind of
everyone, but there was one thing he was
very sorry to see, and that was that the
whole of the surplus revenue except a small
sum of £10,000 or £12,000 was allocated.
He was sure that the recent floods whioh had
lJeen very disastrous in some districts would
compel the municipalities in those distriots.
to ask the Government for financial assistance. Many bridges ha.d been carried away
and serious injury had been done in otherrespects, and it was not possible for the municipalities out of their ordinary resources, tomeet these extra calls upon them.
He
hoped the Government would give a favorable ear to the applications which no doubt
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would be made by these municipalities for
financial aid in repairing the damage done.
However beneficial to the interests of the
country at large the rain might have been,
there was no doubt that in some districts a
great deal of damage had occurred.
The motion was agreed to.
'fhe Hill was then read a second time, and
committed.
On clause 2, dealing with the application
of the surplus for 1905-6,
The HOll. A. HICKS asked whether any
portion of the vote of £50,000 for State
school buildings could be spent ill rellovating
teachers' residences?
'rhe Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he did not
think so. The honorable member would remember that this was'not the Estimates. It
was merely a special vote for particular
works. In the Appropriation Bill money
would be provided for renovating teachers'
residenoes.
The HOll. W. CAIN said that with respect
to the £500,000 that was being paid to the
Savings Hanks Commissioners, the AttorneyGenel'al had explained that the money was
to be remitted to London as against loans
that were falling dne. When that stock was
paid off practically new debentures would be
issued. Was it contemplated to hand over
£1500,000 worth of debentures to the Savings
Banks Commissioners?
'fhe Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-Yes; debeutures or stock.
The Hon. W. CAIN said that the matter
was now DIIade clear.
He understood, therefore, that the Commissioners would have the
Government debentures to show for the
money lent.
'fhe clause was agreed to, .as was also
olause 3.
The Bill was reported without amendment, and the report was adopted.
On the motion of the Han. J. 1\1. DAVIES,
the Bill was then read a third time, and
passed.

Income Tax Bill.

favour of everv holder of Victorian Government stock or" debentures. At one time the
Victorian holders of Victorian Government
stock were taxed. In order to popularize the
sliock ft.nd induce our own people to invest in
it, that tax was taken off. Of course that
meant a reduction in the total amount which
the tax produced. '1'hen for a time people in
business having capital invested were taxed
on the property rate for a portion of their
income. That was done away with. The
difference between this Bill and the Aot that
was passed last year was that the number of
people who were exempt from taxation was
increased. A person now having an income
not exceeding £200 a year would not be lia.ble
to the tax. That exempted 12,425 taxpayers. The amount involved wa.s £ 13,019
8s. 3d. on the basis of last year's receipt8.
There were ] ,354 clerks, 943 farmers,
723 salesmen, 645 police, 632 teachers,
691 railway senants, 3i5 engineers, 320
civil servants, and so on, making a total altogether of 12,425, who paid inoome tax this
year, but would not have to pay it next year.
Then there was a provision ill clause 4 which
gave relief in certain cases. That clause
saidWhere the head or principal office or principal place of business of a. taxpayer (being
a manufacturer) is ill Victoria, and the trade
carried (ll by such taxpa.yer ext ellds to any
othH State oi the Commonwealth, and inc,Jme thpnce arising is suhject to income tax
in such other Sta.te, the Commissiol'ler may in I be
assessment of the income of such taxpayer chargeable with tax under the Income Tax Acts ma.ke
such all allowance in respect of the illcome whi('h
is subject to tax in such other State a.s ill his
opinion is just and reasollah~e.

Then it was provided in what way that was
to be done. Without this provision it seemed
that a manufacturel' was taxed on the whole
amount of his income, even though he sent
travellers to other places and sold part of his
manufactur~s there.
That was considered to
be unfair, and so provision was now made to
apportion the income so as not to subject
INCOME TAX B[LL.
the taxpayer to double tax.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHlE.- What about
The HOll. J. M. DAVIES moved the secolld
reading of this Bill. He said it was the farmers who !:;ell their wheat in England'
usual Income Tax Bill wit.h very little altera- Are they still to be taxed?
The Han. 'V. H. EMBLlI'iG.-They are
tion from last year. AlteratiOllS had been
made from time to time. At one time the not manufaoturers.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he did
highest rate of tax on incomes from personal
exertion was ~d., and the highest rate on not think that the farmers sold their wheat
I n clause 5 a provision was in.
inoomes from property was Is.4d. That was in England.
reduced in one year to 7d. and Is. 2d. serted in favollr of certain mining cOlflpanies.
respectively. It was reduced in another year There were some millillg companies which
to tid. and Is., and it remained tid. anal Is. ill spent their money in improving the mine,
this Bill. Then an exemption was made in and, therefore, the clause provided that
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they were only to be taxed ill respect of the dividends declared, and
the interest payable on their debentures.
This wa.s put in at the instigation, so he was
instructed, of certain mining companies which
had spent large sums in Victoria, and which
were practically owned by English shareholders.
With these exceptions, the Bill
was t.he same as the Aat of last vear. Of
course, he knew very well that hOllor~ble members would say that with a surplus like the
one of last year the Goverument should do
away with the income tax. Noone would
be better pleased than he wou Id be if he
could escape paying income tax., because one
a.lwliys felt when paying income tax that one
was giving a cheque and getting nothing
back. He must confess that he had the misfortune for a large number of years, and, indeed. even now, of having to pay income tax
on what he earned, although a large portion
of the income waF; applied to paying old indebtedness. He thought relief might have
been given in regard to a matter like that.
Honorable members must recollect that vve had
had a large series of bad years,and that a big
deticiency had been incurred, and it did not
do in prosperous yea.rs to bring down the
revenue to the expenditure without allowing
M-uything to pay ofY old deficiencies, because
the time was sure to come again when things
would be bad. He hoped that time was a
101l~ way off. bllt he did not thiuk that we
could do without au income tax before we
h.ad wiped off the old indebtedness. It was
therefore absolutely llecessary to continue
the income ta.x as at preseut.
The HOll. T. C. HAHWOOD remarked
that there would not be the same chorus of
congratulations to the Government for this
Bill as had come from honorable members
wi t h regard to the previous Bill, with which
tbis one was closely oonnect-ed.
This was
an Income Tax Bill and the other was a Sl1rplll~ Revenue BilL In point of fact this was
a Bill to enable the Government to receive
from a certain portion of the community a
sum of about £300,000, to enable them from
time to time to have a surpl us of revenue.
Honorable members were of course going to
pass this Bill. 1'hey could not help themselves, and the Government would thlls be
ellabled to come down with a surplus of at
leMt £300,\.00 t.o dispose of in a way they
thought most satisfactory for the benefit
of everybody.
Well, he was one of
thoae who thought the
Government
shonld do something in relief of people who, like the Attorney-General, had
been pnying income t!lX for many years, and
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who sometimes considered they were handing
over a cheque and getting nothing for it.
He thought that the tax might be modified
to some extent, so as to give some relief to
those \V ho had been paying the tax for so
many years, and who could look forward to a
continuance of their paying for a good many
years in the future. There was some relief
given t.o a certain portion of the community,
and he would congratulate those persoIls.
He understood that some 13,000 people were
to be relieved who paid income tax last year.
These were people who were receiving up to
£200. He would congratulate all those persons. It was a very good thing for them.
He himself would not be benefited, and he
could not feel any great satisfaction in knowing that he was being htxed, and taxed excessi vely, to enable a certain proportion of the
community, many of whom he tholight were
able to bear their share of the burdens of the
State, to be relieved from a. portion of
their liabilities. This was tbe onlysubstantial difference between the present Bill and
the Bills which had been passed by Parliament from time to time. The other matters
the Attorney-General referred to were to
remove some of the inequalities and discrepancies in the working' of the Act,
which it was very propel' should be removed.
As honorable members knew,
the income tax, as it had come to them
for a number of years, was passed originally at a time of depression, and it was introduced as a m~a.sure to be made use of
merely when the State was depressed.
When prosperolls times came again, it was
promised that those who paid should be relieved from the tax.
'rhe tax went on year
after year, large numbers of people bearing
this burden, notwithstanding that the State
now was in a condition of great prosperity.
There was a great obje~tion to this, as no
one liked paying money when it was thought
that doing so was unnecessary.
He believed that everyone was willing to pay
his fair share towards meeting the
liabilities and supporting the State, but
peop1e did not like being called on to pay
money when there appeared to be no absolute necessity for it, and when they were
being called upon to pay merely for the
purpose of getting surplus reven ue from
time to time. One of the great objectiolls to
the tax was the greltt uuplea.~antness a.nd the
trOll ble and difficulty it caused many unfortunate people who could not be taught to
make out their schedules, and were therefore put to a considerable amount of expense
in connexioll with the matter.
The worry
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and nuisance in conne::tion with that was
about as bad as the payment of the money
when the amount to be paid was ascertained.
He had hoped that the Government would
have seen their way to give relief to the
persons
who
had to pay this ta..x.
As Mr. Cllssen had stated that what
was said in this House had some impression on the Governmeut,
perhaps
if honorable members had a little chorus as
to what the Government should do, it might
have some effect next year, and the Income
1'ax Bill then might uome down in a more
satisfactory form.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLI~G stated that
he thought the income tax was one of the
taxes that ought to apply to every individual
in the State. 1'he first idea of an income tax
was that it WllS to be imposed in a time of
necessity and stress. Wherever the tax had
been imposed the Government had been in
sore wan t of money, and had therefore asked
the people to pay the tax to raise money
towards helping ttle Government on their
way. When the tax was brought into this
State the people were told that it was not
to last longer than the deficit, and that as
soon as the finances were ~llright the in·
come tax would be reduced or done away
with altogether. But honorable members
knew that this tax, once imposed, was a tax
that stayed. It was so easy to raise, although the making up of the schedules was
so trying. But what be objected to was the
exemption. He thOll~'ht every iudividlla.l in
the State should pay something, if it was
only Is. If an exemption was granted,
then every man ought to have the benefit of it, as well as those who had
only £200 a year.
A man who received £200 a year and was exempt
from the tax, might next year llave £205,
because the increments in a great many
business establishments ran from £5 to £ 10
a year, and when this increment was given
the greater part of it would be taken away
in taxation. He thou~ht the Government,
when bringing in this Bill,shonld have allowed
the exemption to everyone of the taxpayers.
That, he thought, would have given much
more satisfaction to the people who had to
pay tRe tax, and would have been a just
thing to do. The principal ubjection that
everyone had to the tax was that everyone had
to aBsess for himself his own financial position. A man who was not well np in financial work migh t make great mistakes, and
years afterwards, tbeCommissioner finding out
that a mistake had been made, the man would
be called on to answer for it. In the country,
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a.mongst the farmers pa.rticularly, when
once a man had dra.wn up his schedule and
had paid what he thought was a fair amount,
it came as rather a shock that t he Comllli~
sioner should go back to a schedule of two or
three years ago and ask what he hMi done
with the money he had received for certain
wool, or sheep, or butter. There should be
some finality as to the time when the
schedules would be revised. Of course, this
Bill must be passed, but he hoped that ne.It
year, when the Gove1'l1ment w()uld have another surplus, they would be ~ble to reduce
this tax-hot do away with it altogether,
but reduce it.
The object of this
tax was
to raise money
when it
was specially wanted.
If the ma.chinel'Y
was kept in f0rce the Government could raise
the tax at any moment. ]t might during
such times as these be reduced, so that the
people would not feel the burden of paying
thIS money when it was not required. He
had been in hopeR that the rates would be
reduced for the smaller incomes-not for the
larger incomes. Anyone with £1,500 or
£2,OUO could better afford to pay than a man
with £200. If the Government had lowered
the rate, und also redllced the tax, it would
have been a fair heginning to a scientific
Act. This was not a scientific measure. 1t
meant an exemption in the ca.se of a man
with £4 a weel{, but not in the case of a man
with £4 lOs. a week, as the latter would
have to pay on the whole of his income.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-He gets an·
exemption of £100.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-How about
a man wit.h £300 a year?
The Hon. J. M. DAVJEs.-I think he gets
an exem ptioD of £ 100 a year also.
The Hon. Vi. H. EMBLING said if that
were so it was much fairer. He thought
everybody all ronnd should have an exemption. He understood that by the present
Bill from 12,000 to 13,000 people who paid
the tax last year would not pay this year. For
every 1;000 people Parliament exempted from
the tax there were 1,000 people who did not
care whether the tax was imposed or not. As
it was purely a class tax, he hoped tha.t i1ext
year the Goverumeut would not do away
with it, but . reconsider the rates, 80
as to make the Income derived from the tax
more certain when the Treasurer was in.
want of revenue, and so that it should not be
imposed for the purpose of raising surplns
revenue, as Mr. Harwood had stated.
He
was sorry the House could not congratulate
the Government on the Income 'l'ax Bill, a.s
they had done on the Surplus Revenue Bill.

Income Tax

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE observed that
he did not kn()\~ that anything could be said
which would in any way ~l.lter the Bill.
Jt
would have to be passed, no doubt, but, at
the same time, he WtlS of opinion that every
individual who received the protection of the
State ought to pay a fail' share of the taxation.
As far as this tax was concerned, it
was to be recognised that a small section of
the community had not only to pay this tax,
but had ~tlso to support almost every charitable institution in the State. SUl'l'ly ~hat
was a matter which ohght to be taken into
consideration. As far as he could see there,
was no j llstific~tion for the tax at all at the
present time.
Here we were in a time of
prosperity, and the probability was that for
a. considerable time to come this prosperity
would continue'. Yet the tax wa'S still going
on. Was there allY occasion for that ~ Certainly not. He thought it was a most unfair
thing. ~ir Ueorge Turner, w hen he imposed
the tax, said it was to be only a temporary tax. Ttwas, howeve:', still kept
on.
Everyone recognised the injustice
of the tax. It was indeed most unfair that
it should be continued, and that no effort
should be made to reduce it. However, he
supposed that anything suid by an honorable
member in this House wonld not have any
effect, but he t.hought the Premier should be
a.d vised as to the injustice of this tax haviug
to be paid by a small section of the community. who had also to pay towards all the
charitable institutions ill the ~tate. The
Attorney-General knew what it was to pay
this tax, and no dOllbt the honorable gentlema.n would use his influence with the Premier
in order that an alteration 11ligh t be made.
He was rather astonished that an intelligent
individual like the Premier rshould permit
this tax to go on at the present time. He
(Mr. McBryde) would he the last one to say
that an income tax was not a fair tax when
it wag necessary, but he held that at present
there was no necessity for it, at least for the
la.rge amount charged under the Bill. rrhe
tax might, without the slightest hampering
of anything, have been reduced to one-half
of what it was at present, and he thought
that if that had been done it would have
liven a vast amount of sH.tisfactioll. Ho\\,evel', there was no lise talking about the
matter, as the Bill would htl.ve to be
passed.
The Hon. E. MILLER stated that the
honorable member who had just sat down
remarked that, many years ago, we were told
that the exigencies of the State demanded
that an income tax should be imposed. Hon-
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orable memberrs lmew, however, that. this tax
had come to he looked upon as a hardy
annual, and they never had the courage to
throw out the Bill.
He, himself, felt that
they dared not throw out such a Bill as this,
but they all regretted that it should be
lleCeSS:iry to bring it in year after year. II e
had al wa.vs understood that such a heavy tax
as this wal'3 only required as a war tax, whell
we were in danger uf a foreign invasion. lle
would like this tax to be dOlle away with
when we were in sllch a prosperous condition,
and brought. 011 again whell the position of
our finances demanded it.
The AttOl'lley(;eneral had stated that, individually. he did
not like to pay in(lome tax.
He (Mr.
'Miller) did not like the tax from that point
of view. He thought they were all willinl!
to pay the amount of the income tax, but
would sooner pay it in some other way. He
thonght; the iucome tax was one of the worst
measures ever passed.
Jt was unpopular.
It interfered with the people ill 'he cOLlutry,
especially the farmers, who would sooner pay
in sonle other fashioll, and so be relieved of
having tQ ruake up the schedules. If this
tax were done away with, many of the items
that were taxed under it could be taxed
individually. The Government might go
in for a tax on amllsement::;-hollomble
memLers had often spoken or a tax on sport
of ~t11 descriptions-on this mcing and
gam1r>ling that one beard :so muoh of-and
by that means bring in an amollnt represented by t he amount tn be raised under
this Bill. That would be a far more popular
meA.surq in t he country than an income tax.
As a financier, he looked upon the income
tax as doing the I-itate a great deal of harm,
as it interfered with foreign capital being
sent to Victoria. If a man remitted money
from another part of the world to Victoria
for investment, the first thing he was asked
to do was to pay income tax. The result, of
course, was that capital was taken away, and
the cheap money that we were so fond of having in our State was considerably lessened.
Every man would know, and the Income
Tax Commissioner would say the saine thing,
that hundreds of thousands, and even
millions of pounds, were taken away from this
country simp!y because of this income tax.
Although the tax provided £250,000 or
£300,000, he was of opinion that the country
lost more than that by the amollnt of capital
the tax cansed to be withheld from investment. The Attorney-General had told the
House that the minimum was raised 10
£200.
That was a move in the right
direction, and wOllld be a benefit for a grent
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many people who could not afford to pay a
small amouut. He would remind the HOllse,
however, that poor people would still have
to pay income tux if they were shareholders
in a financial institution that was paying
dividends, because companies were taxed,
and before the dividend::; could be paid iucome tax had to be dedueted. It would,
therefore, be seen that, although there was
a minimum of £200, a person with an incOllie of £200, holding shares iu a company.
would, in someCtlses, still pay the tax. If
money was illvested in the Sl.tviugs Bank or
in Government debentures, a person would
not hav~ to pay the tax.
The Hon. R.. B. Rr'l'cHIE.--Can he not get
a refnnd ~
The Hon. E. MILLER said that a refund
could not be obtained. As honorable members had stated, the I-louse had no iutention
of throwing out the Bill. They regretteu
they had to de~\l with it year after year
without any hope of the income tax being
done away with.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE said he wished
to Bay a few words on the Bill itself, as he
intended to move that a suggestion be a.ttached to it to be sent down to the Lower
Honse. He had listened wil h extreme interOl::!t to many of the remarks that had been
mltde. He could not help noticing that OHe
and a11 seemed to object to t he payment of
income tax, or at least ma,uy did. He wanted
to speak Oll behalf of some of the people of
this State, who had to pay, not only all income tax, but a land tax on to[J of it.
The land t,ax of which he spoke wa~ imposed in lk77- about 30 year::! ago-during
a period of great political agi tation and excitement. It was imposed for one purpose
only-the bUt'sting up of large estates. It
had failed miserably in that object. No
esta.te had been burst up by its means.
Nevertheless, it still remained on the
statute-book, and was a great inj ustice to
a. small class of people ill the community.
Naturally, he wonld move this suggestion
with diffidence, because, supposing that it was
accepted in both Houses, he would be
moving a Qleasure that ,vonld affect him
bene·ocially.
When, however, he looked
round and viewed the different parties that
went to make up this Parliament, he fonnd
that some were for ~he party and some were
not, some were for the State and some were
not, some were all for the party and some
were all for the State, and so on, and he felt
that if he did not do this perhaps nobody
else would. It was an injustice" so to speak,
crying aloud for redre:'ls. What he would
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move was that it should be a suggestion
to the Legislative Assembly to insert the following new clause, to follow clause 4 : Any person who may have to pay land tax and
income tax for the same property shall be allowed
to deduct from his land tax the amount he is
assessed to pay as his income tax for such property.

For instance, if a man was paying £4UO a
yeal' for li\.lld tax and his income tax was
£200 a year, his suggestion wonld mean
tha,t that taxpayer should be allowed to
deduct ±21.0 from his land tax, so that
he would pay £200 in land tax: and
£200 in income tax.
'l'his system ob~
tained ill New South Wales. A man was
Dot taxed twice for the same land that he
worked-for the same means by which he
made his livelihood. The whole operation of
the talC as it now stood was alJsolutely unfair.
The reason for which it was imposed had
failed, and its incidence was also grossly unj llst. Two cases ha.d C6)me under his persOllal know ledge. One related to 600 acres,
which was owned down near the coast, and
sold eventually for £50 per acre. To take a
safe valuation, reckoning this estate at £40
per acre it would be \vorth £24,000, yet it
escaped taxation altogether.
Not one
penny of tax did the owner of that place
have to pay on account of that valu!'\ble
property.
Since then the whole place
had been cut up into farms and sold.
Sixty miles further north there was
a poor miserable sheep station in the fourth
class. It was owned by a widow, who was
not in very good circumstances, and it was
crawling with rabbits. It comprised 30,00J
acres, valued at £2 per acre. The rent she
received for it was Is. 6d. pel' acre, and the
land tax she had to pay was £356. Even if
there was no income tax the injustice of this
land tax was such that it really called aloud
for some intervention by Parliament. Nobody
with a. fair sense of honesty or justice would
say tha.t that was a case in which the State
wanted revenue.
He understood that in
Tasmania no man was called upon to pay
both income tax: and land tax in respect of
the same property. In Melbourne, some of
the huge conoerns, which were probably
making more money than many of the stations in Victoria, were paying no t~l.xation at
all beyond the income tax, except municipal
rates. Why should the land of Victoria be
called upon to pay two ta.xes to the State 1
Another injustice in this land tt\X was that a
man might own £100,000 worth of land
nominally and might luwe the highest. rate
of land tax on it, but he might have borrowed £50,000 on mortgage, and yet he had
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to go on paying this infamous land tax. Year
after year, no matter whether the seasons
were gGod 01' bad, or whether prices were
high or low, this tax still went on,
and ten years ago, in addition to this class
tax which had been denonnced 011 beth side::;
of this House, the taxpayer was called upon
to pay income tax also on account of the income he made off his taxed capital. This was
wrong.
He hoped the suggestion he
had .made would be accepted in this
House, and sent down to another place. J udging from the language that had been used
there, and the unqualified condemnation
the present land tax had received there
on both sides, p&.rticularly from the leader
of the Labour Party, and from a M mister who recently resigned, he had
reason to believe that. another place would
receive the suggestion with great favour,
and' send it back to this House with a
me~sage that it met with their approval. In
view of the very happy position in which Vietori a now stood, with its enormous surplus,
the sum which was raised by this land tax
was only a small amouut to take ont cf the
pookets of a few indi viduals. For the las~
six months the total sum was £47.840. It
was raised from 1,226 landed estates. He
did not know how many of those estates were
owned by the same people, bnt on the whole
he did not think there were morc than 600
people within the four OOl:.ners of Victoria
affeoted by the tax. Surely that made it
a class tax. He did not ask for any favour or
ooncession. He ouly asked for justice.
The Hon. "V. CAIN said it would perhaps
be out of place for him to let the Bill
be read a second time without offering
.. few comments on it. seeing that siDce
he had been in the Bouse he had always
raised his voice against it-llot against taxation, but against unnecessary and ullcalledfor taxation. The Bill to impose the income
tax was originally brought before Parliament
ill very extraordinary circumstances, but the
tax was still retained. It was a tax that should
no doubt be imposed when necessity called
for it. The Attorney-General said in effect
that the State might have lean years. That
meant poor years when taxation was
really necessary to meet some extraordinary
conditions, but here we were oarrying on a
full head of sail, being at the top of the list
with a shilling income tax, whilst all that
wa.s required, so far as he could see, was to
provide a Surplus Revenue Bill, such as
the one the House had just dealt with for last
year. Last year this income tax was regarded as
unneoessary by some honorltble members, but
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theHouse was urged thennottohamper the Government by a~tempting to throw out the Bill.
The result was that the Income Tax Act of
last year contributed £300,000 to the surplus of £600,000, and now it appeared that
the same thing was to be done fot· next year.
He considered that the Act was awkwurdly
constructed. It was not scientific. Were it
scientific he eonsidered it would provide for
one thing. He thought that the House and
the country would agree to the imposition
of an income tax were it to payoff the debts
of the State. J f a sinking fund were created,
and the tax applied every year to paying
off the loans that were running on, there
would be something scientific about it, but
as it was, the money was taken every year
and thrown into the pool. This year hethought
it ,vas applied fairl) well, but at the same
time he did not think the tax was necessary.
'l'he Council would llot stalld and fight the
question, but would only talk.
Withont
taking a stand and fighting the matter he
did not think honorable members would
have the Income Tax Act repealed unless
some whim took possession of the Treasnrer
of the day, and he I:!aid-" I am full up of
this; I won'tgo on with it any longer." He
thonght there were certain portions of the
Bill that might be amended, and he agreed
with the last speaker that it was unfair
that both land tax and income tax should
be paid by the same person. It was not
done in New South \i\T ales. One tax was
deducted from the other. 'rhat was o~} ly
equitable and fair, I:tnd he thought h<ll1orable
members should support a proposition that
both land tax and income tax should not
be payable at the 81:tme time. The following
provision appeared in clause 2:Provided that a person (not being a compll.tly)
whose income from personal exertion and the produce of property during the year immediately
preceding the year of assessment did not exceed
£200, shall not be liable to tax.

A man whose income was £150 or £200 per
annum, might have his money invested
in one or two companies. The companies
were ta..'li:ed, and the man under such circumstances h9.d no right to pay the tax. He ( Mr.
Cain) had an interest in a company registered
in London. Income t.ax was deducted there,
and he applied formally through his agents
and his portion of the tax was remi tted to
him. He thought it was only fair that these
poor people should not be taxed. He would
like to see such a proyision in!-)cl'ted. in
Committee.
.
The HOD. T. LUXTON said, unlike the
two previous speakers, he congratulated the
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Government on ra.ising the minimul» to
£200. It would be the means of 12,000
people being exempt from paying illcom9 tax.
He thought this was in keeping with wht~t
the Government bad done in the past.
It
was only one of many actions to relieve people
who received small salaries, while at the same
time not injuring those who received large
sums. He intended to support the Bill.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said, like Mr.
Luxton, he desired to congratulate the Government upon the present Bill. He certainly
thought it was a step in the right direction,
but the Government might have gone a little
further and made the exemption £200. He
thought £200 was little enough for· any man
to ~ring up a family and educate them in a
oountry like this. He was very much struck
by the remarks of the honorable member who
stated that every man who earned a shilling
ought to be compelled to contribute to the
tax. He (Mr. Evans) could not oompliment
that honorable member on his liberality. He
did not suppose a man would object to a tax
on the shilling if there was a graduated tax
in proportion as the amonnt of income grew.
Under those circumstances a man with a large
income would pay very much more than at
the present time. With regard to the proposed
amendment, he thought the honorable member who had hrought it forward had proved
what was generally admitted at the present
time-t.hat the land tax was not what it
ought to be in any way. It should be revised.
He thought the Government admitted that the land tax should be revised.
In one particular district where the land was
very rich, a man escaped taxation altogether
.under the land tax, and a man in an arid dis·
trict, who required consideration, bad to pay
a land tax. It was altogether different, how.
ever, to say that because a man was unfavorably placed compared with another man under
the land tax, he should be placed more favorably than other people under the income tax.
He thought; it was a step in the right direction to increase the minimum to £200, and
that the Government had done as much as it
was expected they would do. He was very
pleased indeed at the position taken up by
the Premier-that if the income tax was tti)
be wiped out it would have to be wiped out
over the corpse of the Government.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time, and
committed.
Clause 1 was agreed to.
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On clause 2, declaration of rate of duties
of income tax for 1907, which provided,
i1tte,. alia, ~s follows : Provided that a person (not being a company)
whose income from personal exertion and the
produce of property duriag the yea.r immediately
preceding the year of assessment did not exceed
Two bundred pounds shall not be lia.ble to tax,

'rhe Hon. W. CAIN movedThat it be a fluggestion to t.be Legislative
Assembly tha.t the following words be added!"And that such person shall he entitled to to
refund of such a.mount as has been pa.id on his
a.ccount by any compa.ny."

He said his proposal was to provide that
where a company paid the income tax of a
shareholder whese income was under £200
per annllm that shareholder should be entitled
to a refuud. Tha ~ was the English system,
and he thought it was equitable tha.t the
words he proposed shti)uld be added.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said it was
quite true that in England oertain people
obtained rGfunds when a oompany had paid
the tax for them, if their inoomes were
under certain amounts; but he was under
the impression that the companies in England paid a tax in addition t(j the inoome
tax. He thought there was a tax upon companies, and that the other tax was a di vidend
tax. It would be nO'lced that under the
Bill a company would pay an income tax of
7d. in the £1. It was quite possible that
some of the shareholders in a company would
have to pay illcome tax to a much greater
extent than 7d. in the£1 if they paid in the
ordina.ry way.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-lt would not
apply to this amendment.
The Hon. J. M. DA VIE~ said no. Tbs
was a kind of commuted tax. Instead of
taxing each shareholder-some 6d., some 8d.,
some 10d., and some Is. in the £1-the company paid a tax of 7d., so that, taking it altogether, a company was not over-taxed. If
those persons were exempted who would
otherwise llot be liable to a tax, then the
persons who were only paying 7d. in the
£1 as shareholders in a company would have
their taxes inoreased to 8d., IOd., or Is. in
the £1, because it would never do to allow
shareholders in a company to be taxed a.t
a lower rate than other .peQple.
Every
shareholder in a company had advantages which he did not have as an
individual.
He got the benent of
limited liability.
An individual, if he
went into any kind of business on his own
account, risked all he w~ possessed of, but
an individual could be a shareholder in a

Income Tax

[COUNCIL.]

oompany and risk no more than was fixed
as his liability.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS.-It is no liability
sometimes.
1'he Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that was
so. The benefits were surely worth paying
something for. Let honorable members look
at the enormous amount of labonr that
would be involved in going into all the little
refunds. As a general rule, the shareholders
in companies were not getting their money
from persoHa.l exertion. They were getting
it from the capital they had saved, and were
quite able to pay the tax. Supposing a man
received £50 as fl. shaleholder in a company,
he would have to pay fifty sevenpences.
Surely it was worth paying that for the
privileges he obtained.
When the amount
of 7d. in the £1 was put in the clause for
companies the matter was well considered.
'1'he total amount payable by the compa.ny
was no greater than would be properly payable if each shareholder was taxed. It was
found that by getting the tax in this way
the State got what it was entitled to, and was
not liabJe to be defrauded by the different
shareholders, who might not make out their
returns properly.
Jt must be remembered
that a corporation was one person. Although
there were many pertlons composing it, it was
a corporation, and there would be a great.
dea.l in saying th&t that corporation shonld
be taxed as an individual, and if its income
was worth more than a certain amount, it
should be taxed at the rate of one shilling.
A corporation was one entity. If the shareholders were not banded together as a corporation, and dealing as one, they would
find their position very different from what it
was. The tax \vas a commuted one. instead
of being u shilling all round, and the company paid the tax out of its gross profits.
The money, of course, belonged to the
shareh0lders, and he thought it was a very
reasonable arrangement to tax the company
separately, and not trouble the shareholders
with sending in returns.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said he was
very sorry that he cOllld not support Mr.
Cain in this matter. 'rhe commuted tax was a
sort of agreement made with all companies j
they were represented by officerR, and it saved
expense and trouble to the companies and to
the State j the balance-sheets of the companies were sworn to by them, nnd were accepted by the Income Tax Office, and a tax of
7d. in the £1 was imposed OIl their profits.
If shareholders who received less than £200
from a company were exempted from taxation, it would lead to needless work. The
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present system worked very well. He had
had to deal with it in connexion with a company he was interested in, and he could say
that it was the best way of managing the
matter. The tax was spread over the whole
body of the shareholders.
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE. -That is not
the point at all.
'1'he Hun. 'V. H. EMBLING said he admitted that the tax was unscientitic, but au
effort had been made to make it press as
lightly as possible on the people who had to
pay it.
Mr. Cain's proposal was that
shareholders who received dividends. and
whose income was less than £200, should
have the tax refunded to them. If ,that
were carried out the income-tax authorities
would have to go to the office of every cumpany and go through the share register. It
was a very small matter.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he would
like to point out anothrr reason why the
proposal should not be adopted, and that was
that it would be quite possible that shareholders might get a rebate of t.axation when
the profits made by them would be far above
the taxable amount. Companies wit.h a certain amount of capital might make large profits and declare small dividends. The l'rofits.
would go on accumulating, and the capital of
the company would be increased by the
addition of the profits. A proprietary company might start with £10,000 as a manufacturing company and gradually go on increasing the scope of its business until its
cafital was £100.000, or £200,000. and yet
the dividends declared for tIle whole time
might be very small. There were such c~ses,
and that was one of the reasons why the Act
had been amended in t.his direction. Sueh a.
company might be paying income tax on only
one-fifth of its profits. "Vas it right to let
such companies escape?
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE observed that
the Attorney-General and Dr. Embling hll.d
laid stress on the expense and trouble that
wOLlld be caused if Mr. Cain's proposal were
adopted. It was his fortune, before hfl left
England recently, to receive a di vidend from
a ~onlpany in which he was interested.
He received a dividend of £ 150, which was.
below the exemption.
He objected to pay
the income tax, which had been deducted from
the dividends, and he had only to sign a
statut.ory declaration and receive back the
money paid. That was what Mr. Cain J
wished to introduce here. Mr- Cain did
not want to exempt the company, but to
exempt the man whose dividend was under
£200.
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The Hon. J. M. DAVJES.-His profits
might be more than .f20J.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE said that if his
inoome was less than £200 he was really
entitled to exemption. There could be really
no trouble in collecting the tax, fOl' all that
was necessary for the shareholder was to sign
a declaration that his income was not over
£200, and the m~:mey would be refunded to
him.
The Hon. W. CAIN remarked that the
Attorney· General had gone quite away from
the simple facts, and Dr. Embling's contention was simply that the present system
worked well -- that it worked well fQr the
Governmellt and the compally.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-In Englaud the
tax is equal all round.
The Hon. W. CAIN said that was a side
issue. The main question was that thel e
was a clause in the Bill imposing a tax of 7d.
on companies, and that the tax was deducted
from the gross profits. Then there was a
clause exempting from income tax those
whose income wa.s less than £200. There
might be a struggling man with an income
of £100, received from two or three companies, and why should he be taxed?
'fhe
tax was taken bv the Government from the
companies, and "this man should have his
share of it refunded to him. The Government should not tax a man on his £100 a
year. He thought his proposal was a fair
one..
The Hon. E. MILLER said he thought
Mr. Cain had justice on his side, but there
were difficulties in the way of carrying out
his pr~posa1. There might be a large
a.mount of profit earned by a company, and
the difficulty would be to say how much
belonged to each shareholder.
The company might not pay a dividend at all,
though the shareholder would have the
right to claim a refund of the tax from the
Govel'Dment. The Government charged the
company on the profits made, whether thel'e
was a dhidend declared or not, and if the
proposal were· carried the shareholder would
have a claim on the Government. He saw
many difficuities in the way of the proposal,
but it was worth consideration, and perhaps
the Attorney-General would postp(l)ne
further consideration of the Bill.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-Oh, no !
'l'he Hon. W. J. EVANS said he would
like to know if Mr. Cain had any figures to
show what would be t.he effect of his proposal.
As the Attorney-General stated, it was quite
possible for a company not to declare dividends. The case put by Mr. Ritchie did not
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ll.pply at all, because the honorable member
obtained a rebate in England where the whole
of his iDcome was not taken illtr) considerat.ion,
but only that received from England. He
could not see that this proposal would be of
any great benefit to the shareholder who reCeived less than £200 a year.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said it appeared to l1im that Mr. Cain's proposal was
founded on justice and common sense, and
was in accordance with the principles of the
Act. The objection urged to it was that it
would be difficult to work out, and would
be very inconvenient. Arrangements ha"fing
been made with companies to tax their incomes at a certnin rate of 7d. in the £ I. it
would be very ll.wkward to ascertain preeis~ly
what each shareholder should pay. He (Mr.
Harwood), however, did not think that this
had anything to do with the matter. It was
laid down as a fixed principle that persons.
with incomes under £200 should Hot pay any
income tll.X.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-Unless they are
shareholders.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said the Bill
did not say so. Even if it was awkward and
complicated to work out the proposal, there
was no reason wby a man wbose total income
was under £200 should not get the rebate
suggestQd. if he chose to apply for it. The
difficulty and trouble involved had nothing "to
do with the main question-namely, the
matter of right.
Was it to be said in one
part of t he Bill that incomes under £20()O
were not to be taxed, and yet &0 provide that
shareholders in companies, even although
their iucomes were under £200, would be
taxed in connexion with the company? He
certainly thought that some reasonable oonsideration should be giveu to the proposal of
Mr. Cain.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT remarked that he
thought the Coun~il should remember the incid~mce of this tax. When it was first introd uced every shareholder had to make a.
separate return in his income tax schedule as.
to the dividends he received from companies.
I t was found that one class of companiesproprieta.ry companies-by some means did
not declare any dividend, and even ordinary
companies sometimes calTied forward their
profits, so that there was no tax paid, there
being no dividend. Then when the income
tax was being re-cast proprietary companies
were virtually brought into the same mesh as.
ordinary companies. Now, it was not aquestiOIl of a divideud at all-the dividend tax
had gone. It waf:! a question of the annual
profits each company, whether a proprietary
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~ompany

or an ordinary company, made as to
what taxation it had to pay. r.!'he 7d. in the
£1 was adjusted, as a matter of fact, for the
~onvenieuce of the Income Tax Commissioner,
as it was easier to collect a tax from one individual-that was the company-on the profits of t.he year than to spread it over all the
shareholders individually. As far as he (Mr.
Pratt) was concerned, he believed that the
tax in its present shape was not an unjust
one to the company, but no doubt there
w~s
something in .Mr. Cain's argument
that under the
Bill
persons were
exempt on incomes up to £200.
If
this argument was followed out no doubt
there was an apparent injustice, but he
did not see how it eould be remedied, except
by allowing rebates, and he did not think it
would be a wise policy to allow rebates to
~ome in in a case of this kind, becanse it was
not a. progressive tax. If one consideration
was ta~ell with another, he thought that the
present method of levying a tax was beneficial all round.
The Hon. 'V. CAIN stated that he
wished to explain the position he took up. It
was this: That if a shareholder in a company had £100 derived from dividends in
the oompany, he could then apply to the
Goverumt::nt on a form stating ill effect-" I
have received a dividend of £ 100 from shares
held by me in such a company, on which
income tax has be~ deducted to the extent
of 7d. in the £1." If the Government had
taken 7d. in the £1 from this man, they did
not refund. 1s. in the £ I, but only returned
exactly what had been deducted already.
The man would have to show that he had
received a dividend, and that the tax had
been already deducted from the dividend,
and then the Commissioner of 1'axes could
refund him the amount.
The Hon. ,V. H. EMBLING remarked that Mr. Cain spoke as if this was a
tax on dividends. The tax, however, as far as
the companies were concerned, was charged
on the whole of the profits of the company
for the year.
The profits of the company
for the year might be £50,000, while the
dividends deolared might not amount to more
than £10,000. The company paid id. in the
£1 on the £50,000 profits, and if Mr. Cain's
argnment was accepted, the man who held
100 shares might just as well say, "I am entitled to a rebate on the tax you have
charged on the profits of the company." AA
a shareholder he was interested in all the
profits of the company.
The Hon. R. B RITCHIE remarked that
if Mr. Cain altered his a.mendment to make
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it read-c. On all dividends received by him,"
it would ml:et the objection raised by Dr.
Embling.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES observed t.hat
Mr. Harwood had argued that. in order to be
fair, a man recei ving part of his income from
di vidends, and whose total income was under
£200, should receive a rebate 011 those dividends. He (Mr. Davies) noticed that all the
arguments were on the one side ill this case.
Why did not the honorable member go on to
say that the man whose income exceeded
.£200 should have an extra amount demanded from him, to make his income tax
Is. in the £1, if his total income was sufficient? The Commissioner of Taxes could
not look after the individual dividends received by shareholders from Gompanies.
This Bill provided that a company should
pay 7d. in the £1 on its profits, and if a
man's income from a company was £ 10,000
a year, he would only pay 7d. in the £ 1.
Nothing, however, was said about raising the
tax in such a case to Is. in the £ 1. His (Mr.
Davies') contention was that if they werQ
going to deal with the shareholders of the
company and not with the company itself,
then they must provide for shareholders
heing liable to a tax of 6d., 8d., 10d., or Is.
in the £1, according to the income they drew
from the company, just as was the case with
men who were taxed on income from other
property. It was found to be better for the
companie::> that they should have this commuted tax, and this arrangement was arrived
at after a conference with the companies.
The companies themselves considered that it
was better for them to pay this commuted
tax instead of separate shareholders being
taxed.
He did not know whether the companies paid quite as much as the shareholders
would pay altogether if they were taxed
separately. but surely it was not worth while
disturbing the whole arrangements which
had been made for the sake of the few people
whose incomes might be under £200.
The CHAIRMAN.-Mr. Cain has altered
his amendment so that it reads now-" and
that such person shall be entitled to a refund
of such amount as has been paid on his share
of dividends by the company."
The Hon. J. STER~BERG remarked
that although Mr. Cain's pro19osal was really
foreign to the Bill, he thought it contained
good sound sense. It was a matter of more
importance to the smaller shareholder than
it was to the larger shareholder in a company. The man who invested in property pa.id.
no income tax on any amount under £200.
The man who had a like sum invested in a.
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regllStered oompa11Y, although he did not pay
inoome tax: on it direotly, still did so indirectly, as it was deducted from his dividends.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLlNa-It is not.
The Hon.J. STERNBERG said that, with
all due deference to the honorable member,
it was.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-It is deducted
from all the profits of the company.
'rhe Hon. J. RTERN BERG remarked
that if a man invested in freehold property,
a.nd his income was under £200, he went
free, whereas if he invested in a cempany he
bad to pay income tax indirectly. If it was
fair that a man who had income from property was exempt, then it was equally' fair
that the man who had iucome from shares
should also be exempt. No doubt, the matter
wa.s surrounded with some difficulty, and,
therefore, he would suggest that further
time should be given to consider it.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU expressed.
the opinion that the amendment had absolutely nothing to recommend it. A man went
into a company with all the facts in front
of him. The company had to pay 7d. in the
£1 on the profits to the Income '}'ax Commissioner. This was not deducted from the
income of the man who received under

£2<JO.

The Hon. R. n. Rl'rcHIE.-From whose
income is it deducted ~
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU said it was
deducted from the profits of the company.
The Hon. W. c'AlN.-He is an integral
part of the company.
The Hon. W. ~. BAILLIEU said that if
a man did not like to invest in a company,
knowing what the company had to pay in
the way of income tax, he could invest in
some other form of property. How hOllorable members could argne that shareholders
were entitled to this rebate he could not
understand. If the money was being deducted from the shareholders' income, as
was argued by some honorable members, he
(Mr. Baillieu) could understand it, but this
tax was deducted from the profits of the
company. Moreover, as the Attorney-General
ha.d pointed out, a oompany had only to pay
7d. in the £1 whatever its profits might be,
and there might be shareholders in the company who were receiving such an income
from it that if thev were taxed in the
ordinary way they w~uld have to pay Is. in
the fl.
The Hon. R. B. RITCH1K.-That is their
luck.
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The Bon. W. L. BAILLIEU said it was
the luck of the other man to be in the
company. It was not a question of luck in
every case. It was a qnestion of selection
with open eyes.
The Hon. W. CAIN stated that the suggested amendment was not a crotchet of his.
Any amount that was deducted by' the
Government as income tax was tak~n out of
the eal'llings of the company, and whether a.
man held one share or 1,000 shares he
was a partioipant in those earnings, and had
to contribute to the tax.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said it sometimes seemed to be the fate of anyone
making concessions to be attacked more than
if no concession was made whatever. This.
incume tax had been the law for some years"
and the Government came down to the
House and said-" VVe will ra.ise the mini·
mum to £200, a.nd thus release 12,000 ta.xpayers from paying any tax at all." Th€!n
it was said to them-" You should do mQre
than that. You should releasd any taxpayer who is a member of a company witb
respect to the tax which the company pays.
if his own income does not come up to £200.'~
'£he Government considered the amount
which was to be taken off the income tax,
and fixed it at £15,000. If any further re. ductions were to be made it would be necessary to make the minimum less.
The HOll. A. HICKs.-That is what is.
wanted by some honorable members.
The Hon. E. MILLER expressed the
opinion that the discussion had been carried
quite far enough. Mr. Cain's argument was
quite consistent. The Government agreed
that a man with an income of £200 a year
should not pay income tax, and honora.ble
members were now merely pointing ont that
sllch a. man would still ha.ve to pa.y the tax
if he was a shareholder in a company which
pa.id inoome tax. If the company did not
have to pay inoome ta.x the dividend might
be increased.
The Hon. J. M. DAvJEs.-Tbe money
might be paid away in higher salaries.
The Hon. E. MILLER said he thol1ght the
question had been ventilated sufficien_ly, and
that the suggested amendment might be
withdrawn. The Bill could not be postponed.
It was not open to honorable members to ask.
that the measure should be read this day six
months.
The suggested arnenciment was negatived.
The clause was agreed to, as were als&
clauses 3 and 4.
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The Hon. R. R RITCHIE movedThat it he a suggestioll to the Legislative Assembly that they insert" the following new clause to
follow clause 4:, ll8mely :-" Any person who n1'ly
have to pay land tax allrl income tax for the same
property shall be 8110wed to deduct from his land
t!1X the amount he is assessed to pay as his income
ta.x for such property."

He said he did not wish to take up much
more time on this qnestion, but he would
point out that in New South vVales the sense
of justice W}lS stronger than it was here,
because it was there provided that no man
should be taxed twice for the same property.
No man had income tax added to his land
tax in ~ew South Wales, and, thongh he (Mr.
Hitcbie) was llO~ sure, he helieved the same
thing obtained in rrasmania. He left it. to
the sense of the Committee to say whet.her
they thought that fill' the Ramo land in which
a man invested his capital he should first of
all be taxed 011 the capital val UP, and
seC!ondly, on the income he derived from the
property.
The Hon. J. M. DAV£ES remarked that
this W~tS merely a motioll to repeal the lalld
tax.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE.-I beg your
pardon, it is not.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEt; said it was proposed by this motion t.hat the income tax
should be deducted from the land tax, bll t in
many cases it would be better to deduct land
tax from income tax, because the income tax
was bigger than the land tax. W"hatever
might be said as to the jllstice or injustice of
the land tax, he thought, it was too late now
to discuss that tax. The land tax was imposed in the year] 877, and any person who
had bought land since that date did so subject t.o the land tax. He bonght it with that
mortgage upon it. Suppose a mortgltge had
been unjustly placed upon a property in the
year 1877, and he bought the land afterwards subject to that nlortgage, what right
would he have to complain? It would be
the original owner who would have the right
to complaiu. Any owner who had sold since
that time had cluffered his loss, and if the
land tax were now abolished it would be
making a present to all those purchasers of
the capitalized value of the land tax. If a
man bought a piece of land subject to the
land tax he paid so muchlessforiton thatacoount, because he considered the land tax in
fixing the price he should pay. If he (Mr.
Davies) were the fortunate ownet· of a piece
of land subject. to the land tax, which he had
purchased after the land tax had been imposed, he would certainly rejoice if Parlia-
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lllent were foolish enough to relieve him of
the land tax. It was quite true that in ~ew
South Wales the one tax was deducted from
the other, but it must be remembered that
there was no lewd tax there when the income
The two taxes were
tax 'vas imposed.
brollght in as one measure. 1n Victoria the
land had been taxed so much and the income
deri ved from the land was also taxed so
much.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE.-You have put
the income tax on top of t,he land tax.
The HOll. J. M. DAVIES said that was perfectly true, but the burden was imposed on
the land before the income tax was introduced. Bllt what was likely to happen now
in New South "Vales'? The land tax would
probably go over to the municipalities. and
then all the owners of that land would come
in, either under the income tax or the land
t.ax. Ally argument from New South \ValeR
therefore fell to the ground altogether. It
was not at all improbable that the Guvernment might take into consideration tbe present incidence of the land tax and endeavour to remedy the anomalies in connexion
with it. He was not in a position to make
any promise in the m"ltter, but to virtually repeal the land tax in imposing the income tax
would never do at all.
The Hon. W. CAIN remarked that .the
principle of equity seemed to be entirely lost
sight of.
The Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-There is no
equity in taxation.
'rhe Hon. VV. CAIN said he was very
sorry to hear the Attorney-General say so,
because he really thought. t hat it governed
a great deal of the speeche~ which the honor·
able gentleman made.
It appeared now
that the honorable gentleman was defective
in equity.
The [-Ion. J. M. DAVIES - I am quite sure
that the honorable member never looks
upon any tax upon him as equitable
The HOll. W. CAIN said he paid his
taxes as willingly as the Attorney-General
did, but he had opinions of his OWll, and they
did not always agree with the A ttorneyGeneral's. He thought that he and some of
those of his own way of thinking had done as
much to keep the Government in office as
anybody. Honorable members of this House
had attempted, and ha.d succeeded in many
instances, in putting the legislation which
the Government introduced in a little better
shape thA.t would be a credit to the Government, and the Government had taken the
credit for it.
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The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-The honorable
member should read Hansard.
The Hon. W. CAIN said that all the
wisdom was not oonfined to the State of
Viotoria. They knew something in ~ew South
Wales, where they had a fair and equitable
system. If an owner there paid land tax, he
paid so much less income tax. It was stated
that the land ttl.X was imposed for the purpose of deterring la.nd-owners from buying
large estates, and for curtailing their puroha.ses in that respect, but that was not the
case with the income tax, which "'as only
brought in recently. The land-owners asked
the House to look over the border, where the
system was equitable a.nd fair.
He hoped
the spirit of equity and justice was not departing from this House. If that was the
case it would recoil upon honorable members.
He would urge Parliament to be equitable
and fair, if it wanted to carryon the government in a way to satisfy the country. What
was proposed now. was a makeshift policy,
and he hOJ.ged Mr. Ritchie's suggestion would
be adopted.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE observed that
he would have thought that the question of
equity and justice would have been the las~
que~tion ra.ised in this connexion by the
honorable members who had spoken. That
remarkable question with regard to the land
had for a longtime troubled the Labour Party
and every other party, but the honorable
member who had meved the suggestion had
fairly Bet the heather on fire. That the
honorable member should do such a thing
certainly puzzled him. How could the
honorable member come here and make this
proposal in the face of what honorable members knew about the latJd and of its consequences to the State? Enormous sums of
money had been spent in buying land at £3
or £4 an acre, and that land was now worth
from £10 to £14 a.n acre. But no income
tax could be levied on those lands which bad
been totted up in value to that extent. He
(Mr. Melville) was to be understood a.s speaking
for hisfriendsin the Labour eorner. The value
of this land went up year after year, and yet
it paid no income tax.
What about this
secret business of totting up the value of
land from £3 and £4 an acre until it was
worth £12? When an honorable member
talked of equity and justice to the community
did he not know that while other people were
working their land, and making £200 or £300
out of it by their labour, he himself was
escaping all the income tax on these increments 1 Yet the honorable member had the
courage to set the heather on fire. He 1\'ouhl

Bill.

1377

say to the honorable member, however, that
if the existing tax was -abolished, as he hoped

would be done, then the honorable mem bel'
would get a tax that he would feel. No
mercy would be shown to the honorable member. Did the honorable member really mean
to abolish tha.t trumpery £47,000 of taxation on the large estates and the RmaH
estates-the rich lands and the poor lauds?
He would have thought the honorable member
would have held on to that merely to keep a
tax on the land nominally. Did not the
country know that if that trumpery £47,000
of taxation was abolished, there would be a
real land tax? Honorable members were
tt1ld that the purpose of this ta.x was to burst
up the large estates, and they were also told
that it had not done thai. The next time an
attempt was made it would succeed.
The Hon. n. B. -RITCBIIt.-You have
joined them, have you?
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said he thought
he might say a word to-night for the party
the honorable member referred to. The
next time that party tried, and were opposed,
they would retort-" W ell, you set the
heather on fire."
The Hon. R. B. RlTCHIE stated he did
not think it was qu.ite fair tha.t the AttorneyGeneral should say that he (Mr. Ritchie)
wanted to abolish this tax. The honorable
gentleman stated that the proposal before
the Chair meant that. It did not mean anything of the sort. It meant this-'Vhere a
man paid £400 a year land tax and £200 a
year income tax, he would be able to deduct
£200 from the other amount.
All HONORABL& MKMBER. - How about
land valued at £4 for taxing pm"poses, and
let, perhaps, at £4 a year.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE said that was
a very small point. The honorable gentleman
had sta.ted tha.t the land tax had existed for
thirty years, and that it was now too late
to chauge.
People had been burning
witches for 1,~OO years, and they did not
think it too late to ehange in that case.
The land-owners, as far as he knew, objeoted
to the paynlent of the land tax, and how this
H(;.)Use passed it he could not understand.
Then the income tax was imp<»sed in 1895 on
top of that, and there seemed no probability of
its being taken off. As for Mr. Melville,
the older the honorable member got the
worse he got. One session the honorable
member brought forward practical pr(lp05als
in connexion with electric traction, but this
session he seemed to have joilled the Labour
Party. That party, not being able to speak
for itself, had apparently appointed him to
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get on his legs to-night and express their
sentiments.
The Hon. A. McLELLAN remarked that
he was afraid there was some truth in the
remarks of the last ~peaker with regard to
the members of a certaiu party not being able
to speak to-night. He (Mr. McLellan) was
suffering from a cold. He had often stated
that people formed their opillion on most
subjects according as they were likely to be
affected by the parliamentary measures pro·
posed. So it appeared to be in eonnexion
with the Income Tax Bill. One honorable
member, whu represented the farmers, complained very strongly about the difficulty in
making up the iucome tax schedules, and he,
therefore, thought that people should not be
required to do that. Another honorable
member urged that revenue should be raised
from sports, no doubt because it would
lighten the tax~ltion on people, like the hOlloruble member himself, who had large incornes, and make the people pay. Of course,
that honorable member believell in making
the poorer people pay-because they were
the chief attendants at sports.
Mr. Ritchie
thought that the rich land-owners should be
<,xempt.
The Hon. It B. RncHlI<:.-I did Bot say so.
The HOll. A. McLELLAN said he
took that to be the effect of w hat the
hOllorable member proposed. The honorable
member said iu his second-reading speech,
though not in these exact words, th1:l.~ the
tax should he assessed on the value of the
janel. He (Mr. l\lcLella1l1 agreed with the
honorahle lUom bel', and would he yery glad
\\' hen t he Western District hl.lld was
valued at its proper va.lue for the purpose of
a land tax. As far as he could learn it was
val ned at only £4 an acre, and he would be
glad when it could IDe assessed for taxation at its true value. The honorable member also stated that the land tax had failed
in the object for which it was introduced, as
it had Bot brought about the breakiug up of
large estates. He (Mr. McLellan) wonld be
very glad to assist the honorable member in
})ringing about that for which the Act was
nn;t adopted. He would be very pleased
indeed to support Mr. Ritchie's amendment
if we hud a proper land tax If a fail' laud
tax was being paid there would not be the
fSll.me ohjection to what the honorable memher now propused, but at present he mllst
oppose the sl,lggestiol1.
The Hon. \-V. J. EVANS stated that he
was sorry he was ont of the chamber when
the new convert of the Labour Party was
speaking, but he was pleased to know that
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~he honorable member ha.d spoken in such
terms as he had. I t would cause the party
to think that the honorable member belonged to them. They recognised that he
was at one time the Liberal of this House,
and that he was indeed looked upon as a
Radical, and he hoped the honorable member
would continue in his present cuurse until
he took a seat in \he Labour corner. He
(Mr. Evans) must oppose the amendment.
He agreed with Mr. Ritchie that the land
tax at present was not what it ought to be.
It was a great injustice to the people when
land which was valued for taxation purposes
at £4 an acre was sold to the Government
at £17 or £18 an acre for closer settlement
purposes.
He thought t.here WM reason to
believe that that land was not valued at its
proper value fo1' the purposes of taxation.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE.-It is valued at
its sheep-carrying capacity.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said his party
took up the position that good agricultural
land was not put to its proper purpose when
it was used for sheep. It would give a
great deal of employment to labour and be
of greater' benefit to the country if iii was
put to its proper use. 1f the honorable member would propose that the taxation should be
imposed as in New Zealand, the owner to
place his own value on the land, and the
Government to have the right to take it at
that value plus 10 per cent., then he would
be with the honorable member every time,
and he would support him in such an
amendment as he now proposed in conllexion
with an Income Tax Bill.
But naturally
that was not proposed. He (Mr. Evans) did
not agree with the present land tax, as he
regarded it an inj ll'stice to the people. As
to the .New South "Vn les system of taxation,
the two taxes were put on together, as was
plainly pointed out by the Attorney-General.
However, after recent exp0f;ures in regard
to the "Vi1lis matter, we did not want to·
copy New ::O;outh 'Vales with regard to its
land affairs. He hoped this amendment
would not be carried. To his mind it was
an amendment that should never have been
But the honorable member
proposed.
having proposed it, and asked the House to
give him justice, it was to be hoped the House
would gi ve justice to t he people.
The suggested amendnlellt was negatived.
Clause 5 was agreed to.
The Bill was reported without amendment, and the report was adopted.
On the motion of the Hon. J. M. DAVIES,
the Bill was then read a third time, and
passed.
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CONSOLIDATED REVENUE BILL
(No.3).
This Bill was reoeived from the Legisla·
tive Aeeembly, and, on the motion of tbe Hon.
J. M. DAVIES, was read a first time.
Tbe Hon. J. M. DAVIES, by leave, moved
the second reading of the Bill. He said it
was a Supply Bill for £756,100, and was for
the ordinary supply for two months. The
Bill was in the usual form, and had a
sohedule setting out the allocation of the
various sums.
It dealt with portion
of the expenditure that would be provided
for in the Appropriation Bill. It was usual
when the Treasurer made his Bugget speeoh
to grant supply on the statemeuts made in
it. The items were all specified, and were in
the usual form.
The Hon. T. C. HAR WOOD observed tha~
there were eighty-six items in the Bill, but
honorable members seemed anxious to dispose
of the measure to-night. It seemed to be a
oase of "Gape, sinner, and swallow."
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I do not want it
passed to-night.
The Hon. '1\ C. HARWOOD said it was impossible for members to make themselves
aoquainted with all the items of the schedule.
Still he had nothing to say against the Bill.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time~ and
a.fterwards passed through its remaining
stages..
FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT.
SPECIAL

WAGES

BOARUS.

Messages from the Legislative Assembly
req nesting the ooncurrence of the Legisla·
tive Council in resolutions agreed to by the
Assembly for the creation of certain Special
Wages Boards were taken illtCD consideratiOl~.
The HOll. A. O. SACHSE moved1'b&t the Council agree to the following resoltl.
tion :-l'hat it is expedient to appoint a Special
Boa.rd to determine the lowest prices or rates
which may be paid to any person or persons, or
eluses of persons, employed in the process, trade,
or businees of a m~ker of-(a) Soa.p; ~b) Washing
sod...

He said there would be some more mot.ions
to follow this one. They were in pursuance
of an a.rrangement that a joint resolution had
to be passed by both Houses to bl ing any
trades UDder the vVages Boards sections of
the present Factories and Shops Act. ,"Vith
reference to this j oard, and three others
whioh 'would follow, he presumed that he
must oonform with the Standing Orders by
movmg each one separately, alld discussing
them separately.
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The Hon. T. C. HARwooD.-Take them
together.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE sajd he would
like to do so to economize time, but he would
like a ruling from the President first.
The PRESIDENT.-It is obvious that
each motion must be put by itself and put in
turn, but, of course, the honourable gentlemR.n in moving one may g~ve reasons which
wi1l,'perhaps, apply to others. We must, however, deal with oue motion at a time.
The Hon. A. O. SACHS~ said he might
be accused of not giving sufficient information
if he spoke too broadly on the SUbject, and
he would rather run the risk of explaining
too fully than of explaining insufficiently.
The application in this case was for a Special
Board in the process, trade, or business of So
maker of soap or washing soda. In order
that any opposition which employers migh&
desire to bring forward against the proposed
Boards might be brought forward, he h&d not
hurried these motions in the least degree.
On the contrary, he had kept them nov; for
four weeks upon the notice-pl4.per so as to
let the House see that there was praotically
no opposition to them.
The HOll. W. H. EMBLING.-The only ob-jection is to the Agricultnral Implement
Makers Board.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said in this
case the number of registered factories was
fourteen. The number of employes in these
factories was about 176, with an average
wage of 27s. 6d. Of this number 105 were
adult males, with an average wage of 37s.
9d., and sixty-six were under twenty-one
years of age, and received an average wage of
12s. There were only five females employed
in the trade. The usual number of hours
worked per week was forty-eight, though as
lllany as fifty-three bours per week. were
worked in one small factory, and fifty-two in
another. The Board was asked for by the
trade society and by petition. 'fhe petition,
which was received in 1900, waR a joint one
asking fora Special Board for the candle,
soap, soda, and starch tmdes, and bearing
176 signatures.
The Hon. T. C. H AI<wuoD.-Both employers and employes?
'l'he Hon. A. O. HACHSE said he was
coming to that point. The reason for the
application was the low wages paid in the
trade. The appointment of the Board was
objected to by several of the employers when
the petition was lodgeci, but the largest
employer had just recently withdrawn his
objection. The following figures indicated t.he
wa.ges paid to adults :-Ten pensolls received
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258. pel' week and under; thirteen from 26s.
to 30s. ; seventeen from 31s. to 35s.; fortythree from 36s. to 40s.; nine from 4ls. to
to 45s.; thirteen, 46s. and over. W tl.ges
varied considerably in different factories, as
would be seen from the following comparison
of the wages paid in three of the larger and
six of the snuller factories :-Three larger
factories, sixty-saven employes, average wage
of employes, 2gs. 9d ; six smaller factories,
forty-six employes, average wage of employes, 198. 6d. That was a difference of
lOs. a week.
The HOll. J. M. PRATT.-I snppose the
smaller factories employ youths.
The HC!>n. A. O. SAUHSE said the factories
employed men of similar age. He was not
advocatin~ allY of these Wages Boards, but
was h\king the House absolutely into his confidence by laying befol'e it every fact he was
possessed of.
The Hon. R. B. HKEs.-Have you the tl.ges
of the em p(oyes ?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said he had
rea.d them already. These were adults. If
a special Board was appointed uniformity of
hours and wages eould be secured. Honorable mem bel'S could see that small factories
paying 19s. 6d. a week were unfairly competing with the larger factories paying 298.
6d. The largest manufactm er of all in the
trade had withdrawn all objection to the
'Va.ges Board, because he saw it could only
be an advantage to mallufacturers and elJlployes alike.
The Hon. R. B. H.EI£S.-Alld create monopolies.
The Hon. A. O. SAC r-JSE said the Board
would not do so.
On the contrary, it
made the
competition
fair
between
the different employers.
In answer to
Mr. Rees' objection, he might with advantage mention the exact position that
would come about if the Wages Board was
appointed, to show that no injustice could
come frum it.
The po\vers uf the Board
would be regulated by the p'rovisions of
sectioll 83 of the Factorie8 and Shops Act
1905.
'fhe wag-es or piece-work rates fixed
by the Board must be based on tho rates
paid hy reputable employers.
There were
tbree classes of employers -one who was
really generons, and treated his men according to fair ideas; another, who paid what
might be deemed to be rigidly the correct
wa.ge; and the third, who might almm,t be
termed a sweater, because he employed, at lOs.
a week less than other men were getting,
those men who were in unfortunate circumstances through poverty, or lack of employ-
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ment for a long time.
Honorable members
could look sympathetically into this case
where the average adult male employe got
29s. 6d. a week. He might have a wife and
children, and some of these men had, and
there was 110 regularity of employment
either.
The employe was not asking for
very much when he asked that the average
wage between 298. 6d. and 19s. 6d. might be
made the wage of the trade. That ought to
COil vince honurable members that it was at
least a very fair thing to ask that a mean
might be struck between the low wage of
198. 6d. and the high wage of 298. 6d.
He
used the word" high" almost by way of ajoke,
because that amount could not be Gonsidered
a high wage for a mau.
The Hon.
L. BAILLIEu.-The Board
fixes the wage.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said the
Board very often arrived at the cOIol'clusion
that the mean between the two was a fair
thing. The members of the Board represented equally the employers and the employes. If their adjustment was not fair
there was au appeal to the Court of Industrial Appeals. Judge Hood sat as this Court.
Out of the determinations of forty Boards
up to, the present affecting 44,000 operatives,
and uow in force, only one appeal had been
made. In that case the J udga reduced the
wage of 40s. fixed uy the Hoard to 368.
There was every protection for employer
and employe if this Board was created.
He had shown that an adjustment of the
kind proposed was necessary in this particular trade, that both the employer and employe were pmtected by appeal, and that the
motion had lain before both Houses of Parliamellt for some three months, and he did
not think hOllorable members had been asked
to oppose it.
'Ihe Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said he was
very much in accord with what had fallen
from the Minister of Public Instruction in
reference to the motion. From. the statement of the honorable gentleman-though,
speaking for himself, he (Mr. Harwood) knew
very little about the matter-there had been
no communication received objecting to I he
Board.
There was no reason to Eluppose
that either the employers or the employes
had any objecrion to t he motion ani to their
trade being brought under the Wages Board.
It was possible that some honorable mem bers
lnight have been interviewed, and that they
might have something to say on the matter
If that was t he case, and they could sho\\
any reason why tho motion Ilhonld not be
passed, he (Mr. Harwood) could say that his
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mind was entirely open, but, at the same t.ime,
he thonghtthatwhat the Minister hac said was
deserving of consideration. He (Mr. Harwood) had had no communication in reference to the proposed Board. He did not
pretend to be an expert in the manufacture
of soap 1')1' of washing soda, Of to know anything about a fair rate of wages in the trade,
but he took it for granted that if either of
the parties in the trade had any objection to
the formation of a Board they would have
sent petitions to the Council, or communicated with honorable members. He was of
the same opinion as he was when the Council
passed a motion some weeks ago in reference t@ another tmde. He said then
that if honorable members considered that
tme parties in the trade desired that
the motion should be passed, it was the
duty of the Coutlcil to pass the motion. If
both parties in the trade dill not agree with
it, thet,1 it was the duty of the Council to see
if they could j ndge. \Vhat the Minister uf
Public Instruction had said with reference to
one employer who petitioned against the formation of the Wages Board some years ago,
and had now withdrawn his objection,
showed to a great extent that the employers
were in favour of having their trade brought
under .the Wages I~oard. r1'he Conncil had
nothing to do with fixing the wages. Whether the wages mentioned by the Minister of
Public Instruction were fair and right, or
whether they needed to be revised, he did
not know. It was only right and proper
that the Council should have been reo
mindQd that. under the Factories Act
as it existed at present, either party in
a trade which objected to the finding
of a Wages Board had a remedy by appeal'ing to a ~upreme Court Judge. Up to the
present time only one case had beeu brought
forward, which spoke volllrnes for the assertion tha.t Wages Boards, as a rille, satisfied
both sides. 'L'hat being the case, he thought
honorable, members who had anything to say
jn opposition to the motion could veutilate
their opiniolls wit h the assurance that they
wou ld recei ve consideration.
The Hon. D, MELVILLE said it appeared
to him, on looking at the notice-paper and
• seein~ ~ix. motions with reference to the
app@intment of \Vages Boards, that the end
had been reached. Those motions comprised
almost every cOlloei vable trade, and almost
everything that a man could do. \tV hy not
have a general law to include every one~ The
motion they.were now dealing with cOllcertled
soda and soap, but the other motions included
alm~st everything-agricultural implements,
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wind-mills, ar,d nearly everything else, were
all to come under the Wages Boards. Was
there any reason why there should not be a
law to apply throughout the State on this
matter? What honorable member would rise
in the House, after such a list had been proposed, and say that any particular trade
should be omitted?
He might ask the
Minister of Public Instruction if he had
looked into one matter whieh was of
serious importance. A Conference between
the two Houses of Parliament was held, and
that Conference insisted that in cer~ain
parts of the Hta.te at dis.tances from centres
of population, men might start businesses
free of all interference from inspectors or
anyone else. That was a recommendation
of the Conference, and had been adopted by
Did the present motion
both Chambers.
mean the repeal of the decision then arrived
at or were all these resolutions to apply
merely to the metropolitan areas ~
The Hon. A. O. SAcHsE.-That is all they
do.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said if that were
so, he thought the people engaged in the
trade at' the present time had had ample
time to send petitions to the HOI.lse if they
were opposed to the formation of the Board.
The simplest way out of the whole thing was
to make a general law that there should be
an eight h0.urs dAy for everybody. He
thought there should be no exceptions made.
Let a general discussion take place on a law
to apply generally, and put the whole of the
trades in the one la.w. He thought the list of
motions on the notice-paper must comprise
everything and everybody.
However, if
any trade happened to be omitted, it might
be a very great hardship on the persons
affected after the motions had been passed.
He felt called upon to point out to the
Government that the policy of tu-day appeared to be to find work for picked men at
big wages. Did not the Minister of Public
IUdtruction notice that the number of unemployed was increasing more and more all over
the country? Was not the strong man t,he
only person who was being protected ~ Any
man who had eyes to see or ears to he~l.t'
knew that, notwithstanding all the beautiful
factory lawFi and tlxemptions, and pious
Ministers coming to the House and t.elling
how much a man should get, the unemployed were increasing in llumber. Jf an
employer happened to get hold of a ma.n who
wa.s not worth 5s. a day, he had to d ischarge him right away.
For instance, the
other day he (Mr. Melville) saw a tradesman
working in a quarry for 3s. or 45. a day. In
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that man's trade wages were fixed at lIs. a
day, aud he could not get work at that high
figure. Honora.ble members knew that that
was only too true in regard to other trades.
He did not wi8h to blame the laws that were
passed, but he wisht:d to tell honorable
members that the number of unemployed
was multiplying.
There were thousands
of them now.
'rhey could not work
in their trades because the 'employer could not
afford to employ them unless they were fully
worth the amount fixed by the Wages Board.
The appointment of Wages Bo~rds had
gone so far that he thought the matter should
not stop until a general law was ma.de thlit
all men should work only eight hours a day,
He su pported that before the LRbour Party
came into the House. Honorable members
were quite as well able to see these matters
befo.re the Lab?ur men set up. It appeared
to hIm that t~ls contemplated legislation wa.s
not to prOVIde for the export trade.
If
we were to become an exporting country we
would have to fight the battle in a different
way. Honorable members should not oppose
these matters any longer. They should simply
mak~ a general law for eight hours a day, and
prOVIde that all men should have the pay
decided by the Boards.
The Hon. H. B. REES said he had no objection to the appointment of this Board, for,
undoubtedly, the rates of wages and the
general conditions of this trade were such
that some regulation was required. The
Legislature had given power to the "'-ages
Boards, not ouly to fix the rate of wacres
and regulate the conditions of the work, butto
fi~ the number of apprentices and improvers,
WIth the result that all the trades were Cl'eating a .close co.rporation, and preventing apprentIces and Improvers from working, except
a certain number of journeymen were employed. The consequence was that boys
and young men were walking about the
~~reets, as they could not find employr:.lent.
I he BO~\fds should not be allowed to limit
the number of apprentices even if they were
allowed to limit the number of improvers.
Every opportunity should be given to our
young men and boys to learn trades. He
would not raise any objection in this case
but in connexion with the mOl ion to create ~
Board for the agricultural implement trade
he would certaillly raise objection.
The motion was agreed to.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSL~ moved. That the C~Ul~cil agree to the following resolutIOn :-That It IS. expedient to appoint a Specill-l
Board to determme the lowest prices or rates
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which may be paid to any person or persons, or
classe~ of persons, employed in the process, trade,
or busmess of a maker of candles. "

He said that this motion would, no doubt,
meet with even less objection than the last one.
The number of employes in tho t.rade was
about 103, and their average wage wa.s
28s. 5d. Of this number, sixtY-llille were
adults, with an averl:lge wage of 34s. 9d., and
thirty-four were under twenty-one years of
age, and received an average wage of 15s. 6d.
per week. The llumber of hours worked was
forty-eight per week. The Board was asked
for by the trade society and by petition.
The petition. which was received in 1900,
was a joint oue, asking for a Special Board
in the candle, soap, soda, and starch trade.
The employers had requested that the candle
trade should be dealt with sepa.rately. The
appointment of the Board was objected to by
employers in 1901, and in 1904 it was asked
that the creation of the Board sh(')uld be de·
ferred. The reason for the application. for
the appointment of the BCDard was the low
wages paid. Sillce the objection was raised
originally no objection had been raised that
he knew of.
An HONORABJ~F: )1EMBKIt.-Have they
withdrawn their objection?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said there had
been no formal withdrawal, and there had
been no further objection raised. He wished
the House to deal with everyone of these
motions absolutely on its merits. If
the motion was objected to by any
honorable member he was prepared to·
postpolJe it. The wages paid to persons
over twenty-one years of age wereone man received 40s.; seven received 41s. to
45s.; forty-one received :36s. to 40s.; six received 31s. to 358.; fOllr received 26s. to
30s., and ten received ~5s. and under. It
was a business ill which there was a great
deal of slack time, and sometimes no employment, so that there was not a great opportunity for t.he men to get large remuneration.
The Hon. T. C. HAR'VOOD said he did
not want to say anything in reference to
this motion beyond what he bad said when
speaking on a previous one.
The Minister
had submitted the motion in a fair manner,
and members had to deal with it from thelight which the honorable gentleman h~d
thrown 011 the qu.estion. He (Mr. Harwood)
had no reaSOli to suppose that either the
employers or employes had any objection,
and, therefore, he saw no reason for opposing
the motion .
'rhe Hon. R. B. RITCHII<:. - Do the employers know about it 1
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The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said that the
motion ha1 been on. the notice-paper for a
good while, and the matter had been mentioned in the dA.ily papers. Mr. Melville, it
appeared, would like to abolish the law that
provided for the creation of these Boards,
but the honorable member ought to call to
mind tbe difficmlty this House had years ago
to gain the position it now occupied in
having the right to have a say in
the pa.~sing of these motions.
That
was a very important concession that the
House ought to maintain as strictly as they
could. . Although these motions were
brought before the House in a somewha t
bare manner as fJl.r as the persons affeeted
were concerned, the time might corne when
the Honse would be asked to deal with allegations made on each side Mr. Hees had
stated that the law \vorked very injuriously
in respect to the young folk, as it prevented
them from learning trades. 'l'hat matter had
nothing to do with these motions, but was
part of the factories legislation that it would
be necessary to amend by Bill. 'Vhen last
session a Bill was brought in to make the expiring Act a permanent measnre he strove to
persuade members to make it :\ tempomry
measure, but he was not. supported by Mr.
Rees nor by many other mem bers. Most
members were of opinion on that occasion
that the trades were satisfied with the la\v,
and that there was no reason why the Act
should not be ma::ie permanent. The House
.assisted to make it permanent.
The motion was agreed to.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE movedTha.t thE' Council agree to the following resolution-" Tha.t it is expedient to appoint a Special
Board to determine the lowest prices or rates
which may be pa.id to any person or persons, or
-classes of perSOllS, employed in the process, trade,
()r business of a ma.ker of starch. "
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fifty in another, and fifty-four in the third.
The Board was asked for by the trades
society and by petition. The reason for the
application was the low wages paid in the
trade. The appointment of a Board was objected to by employers in 1901, bu t since then
.the objection appeared to have entirely
ceased. He might point out that in 1901
Wages Boards were new, and it was the
fashion of employers, not knowing what
Wages Boards might in vol ve, to object to
them as a matter of general principle. He
knew many cases, however, in which employers, who formerly objected to a Wages
Board, had quite ceased to do so because they
found tha.t those Boa.rds had not worked out
in the adverse manner that was prophesied
at the time when they were first projeoted.
In this trade the number of males receiving
25s. and undel' was one j receiving 26s. and
and 30s., fon1" ; 31s. to 35s., five; 36s. to 408.,
ten; 41s. to 45s., Olle; and the number receiving 46s. and over was also only one. As
to females. the number receiving from lOs.
~o 12s. 6d. was five; 13s. to 15s., six; 168. to
17s. 6d., nine; ] 88. to ~Os., nine; and ovel'
20s. only two.
.
The Hon. '1'. C. HARwooD.-Is that at the
present time or when the petitiun was
presented ~
The Hon. A. O. SAC HSE said this was
two months ago, when the matter was
brought lip in the Legislative Assembly.
He did not think it was necessa.ry to say
anything further ill support of the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at nine minutes past
ten 0 'clock, until Tuesday, Septernuer l~.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

'l'uesday, SpptemblHI' 11, 1906.
He said Ihis was a case for the strongest
sympathy of the Honse.
The number of
registered factories in which starch was made
The SPEAKER took the chair at twenty-fh'e
wa.s three. The number of employes in each minutes to five o'clock p.m.
factory was about ninety-five, with an avertlge
wage of 20s. lId.
The foliowing were the
POSTPO~EMENT OF QUESTIONS .
.average wages of males and females.-Males,
"
-""
.
twenty-one years of age and over, twentyIhe SPEAKER.-I·ollowmg t.he or.dmary
two in number. 3·1s. 6<1. per week; females, course ,,"h~n the J:3udget speech IS dellver.ed,
.:twenty-one years of age and over, number- . the que.stlOns WhICh appear 011 the notIceiug thiriy·one, 16s. 9d. per week; males paper WIll be postponed.
under twenty-one years of age, numbering
ESTIMATES.
~ighteen, 23s. per week; females under
twenty-one y'ears of age, numbering twentyMr. BENT presented a message from His
four, 12s 2d. per week.
The number of Excellency the Governor transmitting Estihours worked was forty.eight by females; mates of Revenue and Expenditure for the
.and by males forty-eight in one factory, year 19C6-7, in lieu of the Estimates of
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Expenditure for the first two months of the
year 1906-7 transmitted on July 4, 1906.

The
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could be understood.
I, therefore, sub·
tnit these Budget papers in the manner
I have indicated, and I feel quite sure that
no difficulty will present itself to h·)nora.ble
members in following me. In bringing down
this, my third Budget, the desire uppermost
in my mind has been to put forward plain,
conoise statements.
Honorable members
will, I think, find that, though tradition and
technioality have been thrown to the winds,
the form in which the accounts have beeu
submitted makes fo)" luoidity. This, however, is merely an instalment of reform. The
finanoial statement will show a further instalment, and my Budget next year'-:'you see
I am prophetio-will about reach the apex.
Taking the first item, 011 page 2, h.onorable
members will see that page 2 is as simple as
possible. It will be seen there that the
revenue for 1905-6 was .£7,803,958, and the
expenditure, including provision for payments
in .July on account of the year, £103,227
(actual requirements), was £7,128,430, reslllting in a surplus for the year of £675,528.
Now, I think we oan all be pleased at this
result. 1 do not take all the credit, because
honorable members of this House have as"
sisted, and Providence has been kind, but I
have sat tight on the Treasury chest, so that
I have been able to produce what I am
pleased to say is a very large surpills. As
honorable members are aware, £[lUU.OOO has
been applied to the reduction of the accumulated deficit.
It has been paid to the
~~tvingl:! Ballks Commissioners ill liquidation
of moneys borrowed from the Post Ol-nce Savings Banks years ago to meet re\'elllle deficits.
After this operation there was still a balance
of £175,528, which has been appropriated
under the Surplus Hevenue Bill which is at
present before another place. \Ve have lIot
yet got it through, but I am led to believe
that in a few minute!! it "'ill have been passed.
Towards making good the deficiency in rail way
rolling.stock a slim of £hO,COO is Hppropriated; for capital plll"pOSeS, £65,000, besides
£50,000 for the building ana repair of Stiitc
schools. This is an item. which I am sure
will be pleasing to each and everyone in view
of the large lIumber of schools that require
not only to be repaired, bllt to he built. I
can see now two or three hOllorable members
who a.re looking very hard at me.
Mr. E"'I.MSLIE - J es, Iam
lk
·
00 mg very
hard.
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The House having resolved itself int~
Committee of Supply,
Mr. BENT proceeded to submit the finan·
He !Said-Mr.
oial statement for the year.
Craven, when I observed' you taking the
ohair to-day for the oonsideration of the
Estimates, it ooourred to me that you were
thinking of the Cooyatong-road C!Hl the Upper
Murray, or the extension of the line from
Yaokandandah in that direotion, or perhaps
a sum of money to extirpate the various
ooloured rabbits that you have in tha.t locality.
Raving had another look at you in the
ohair, it ocourred to me that perhaps
you were more oonoerned about. the
famous road from Wodonga to Albury,
and I fanoy I see you smile when
I tell you that I h~ve a sum on the
Estimates to provide for the traffio on tha.t
great road. 1 hope that will please you.
Now, I have prepared upon this oCCaSiOl},
and honorable members have in their hallds,
one of the simplest forms of Budget thltt'
has ever been brought up in this ~tate, and
I must take this opportunity of thanking the
Under-'freRsurer and our new accountant for
the manner in which they have produced this
bouk. By this means honorable members
will be able to follow me, and any child
might undel'st~U1d it, let alone the intelligent I:lIH1ience that I have before me.
Under ordinary circnmstances honorable
members wOllld have three, four, five,
six, or perhaps a dozen 100lg sheets of
filmes folded in with the Budget papers, so
that they could rUll t.hem out like a roll of wall
pH.per, bllt IlpOIl this occasion, I think, there
are only three sheets of that kind in the whole
book. r feel quite snre that my honorable
friend, the mem bor for EssenooH, will De so
pleased when I briug forward my railway
sketch that he, at any rate, will compliment
the gentlemen 1 have referred to up0n the
manner in which they have prepared the
sheet. Now, although I give filII credit. to
these gentlemen, I mllst take a little to myself and to the Government, because for
years pa.st I have I::taid in t.he House, whether
on the Government side or on the Opposi- .
tion, thatollr Bndgetpapers should be brought
down in so simple a form that the lIlan in the
street might not only read but understand,
Mr. BENT.-I am pleased to say that we
and when the opportunity presented itself
hl.st year I t(i))d the House that I in- are providing £50,000 out of our surplus for
tellded this year, if I lived, t.o bring that purpose. These three items make a.
up a simple statement, so that it tutal of £175,52~.
-';?
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Mr. GRAHAM.- We are thankful for small
meroies.
Mr. BEXT. - The other side of the
acoount shows that the £175.528 surplus revenue, and the £103,227 reserved
to meet olaims against 1905-6 in July,
1907, were held in cash at. 30th June.
This is shown in the book of Budget papers
which the honorable member for Prahran
has before him. I can see from here that. ne
has his eyes on the very' line tha.t I have
indicat.d. Now, before entering upon a detailed analysis of the revenue account, I wish
to place a few matters with regard to the
Estimates before the House. My Estimates
of revenue alwa.ys have been, and always will
be, conservative. J maintain-I may say I
emphatically maintain-that it is the bounden
du ty of every Treasnrer to be conservative in
that respect. The soundness of our whole
finances turns upon safe revenue Estimates.
Optimistic revenue Estimates mean heavy
actual expenditure. No Treasurer really
knows what his revenue is going to be until
pretty well on in the year. If he brings in
optimistic reveuue Estimates, and on them,
as has t()O often been the case, bases heavy
expenditure E$timates, where is be in a bad
season 1 He finds himself morally bound to
live up to his expenditure Estinlates. The
rail way and public works votes, those on
which he might be able to make savings by
cutting dOWll, he simply dare not cut clown,
as. su¢h action would only tend to aggravate
the hardships of a bad autumn and winterto swell the ranks of the unemployed. In
oiher Departments there is not milch room
for saving, and in most cases obligations will
have been entered into on the strength of the
vote. We could not save a penny with the
honorable member for Geelong.
Mr. COLECBIN.-You told me the other
day I was the best economist you knew.
Mr. BEN'l\-The honorable member is
one of the best for spending money that I
know, and he does not care whether there is
any interest coming back for it or not.
Mr. COLBCHIN.-That is not correct.
Mr. BE~T.-I withdraw that. 'rhe result
of having to keep the expenditure up in such
case is, of comse, a deficit-·a. dipping into the
Trust Funds. I think wo have known that
for years past. We have been dipping into
Trust Flmds, but now I am pleased to say
we are able to take np some of these cer"tifioates, and, as I have already iudicated, we
have paid off £500,000, and hnpe before long
to payoff some more.
Mr. PRENDEI(GAST. - And borrowed it
·again.
Session 1906.-[52J
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Mr. BENT.-I was going to make a com·
plimentary remark, but that interjectioll has
entirely spoilt it. As I say, the result of
having to keep the expenditure up in such
case is, of conr:se, a detici t-a dipping into
the Trust Funds. Let my time be long or
short, it is not my intention to be forced into
that position.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-I hope you wi111ive a
long time, but I do not /:iuy in the position of
Premier.
Mr. BE~'l'.-lt is a very safe plan to wait
until you have the mouey before you spend
it. Is that not wise, now?
Mr. ELMSUE.- Yes; catch your hare.
Mr. llEN1'.-A surplus is a good healthy
thing to have about the Treasury. It prevents the finunce1:) from developing pernicious
anremia, or other wasting diseases.
I shall
have a little more to say on this subject when
dealing with the Estimates of this year. I
come now to the surpluses of the last four
years, and their disposal.
I would ask
honorable members to turn for a moment to
pages 6 and 7. in order that they may see
what has been done with Ollr surplus moneys
and some other funds since the inception of
the Common wealth, fi ve years ago. The
whole of the particulars are given there,
and where it is llecessary to draw
partimllar attention, a thick line is
drawn so that attention is called to
it.
Page 6 shows the revenue and
expenditure for each Jear and the result.
A brief account is also given of the manner
in which the surplus for each of the last four
years has been appl ied. Page 7 shows that
during the last four years we have wiped out
-Revenue deficit to the extent of £797,000;
Land Sales Fund shortage to the extent of
£130,813; bonds ill aid of revenue~ balance,
£100,00(1; making a total of £1,027,813;
alld that there has been set aside under
Surplus Revenue Acts :-For revenue plU·
poses-Public works and buildings, making
good deficiency in rail way rolling-stock and
stores, mining enterprise, &c., £684,~79;
for capital purp0ses-Railways, water and
closer settlement, £313,612 - £998,591 ;
totalling £2,026,404. Excepting the Land
Sales Fund and bonds redeemed, all of this
has been done under Surplus Hevenue Acts.
I come now to the old revenue deficits
and Land Sales Fund, yet to be made
good. Page 7 shows that we are still
indebted to 'l'rm~t Funds on account
of revenue deficits £1,459,119, and for
Land Sales Fund Hhortage, £226,375.
Honora-ole members arc aware that some years
ago a proposition wus made, and a Bill was
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brought in, when it was stated that the Kew
lauds would bring a million of money, and
ou the strength of that statement, before any
lands were sold at all, I think that £600,000
odd was expended. Year after year we
have been redllcing that sum, until now we
have brought it down to £226,000. 1 need
not tell honorable members that that is a large
sum upon which to pay interest, and when
we have lands all over the place I think the
time has arrived when we should try to rub
out this sum altogether. Instead of hl~ying
the land oycrrun by rabbits in all directions,
it is our intention to sell this land and apply
the money in this way so as to save £7,uuO
or £8,000 a year in interest.
Mr. COLEcHIN.-Buying to·day and selling
to·morrow.
Mr. THOHSO!'f.-It is very much better to
sell it if we call get men to take it up.
Mr. BENT.-Now, as to railway revenue
and expenditure, I want particularly to draw
the attention of honorable members to·the
figures with regard to the mil ways, because
this st.atement bL,) been prepared in a, different manner from tha.t which we have hitherto
bad. I think it will be found that it is very
explicit, and so simple that there will be no
trouble in ascertaining how it stands. As
the Railway Department is responsible for
nearly half of onr expenditure, 1 propose to
deal with that Department in the first place.
I .desire honorable members to understand
that at this sta.g.e I am treating the railwa.ys
noS a State property eanting a. certain income
fiud costing a. certain amount for ma.nagement, W'Ol"king expenses, and interest to bondbo}ders. The p08iti<On with rega.rd to ca.pi.tal
moneys will be deal t with a.t a later stage.
Now, on OOIls\tlting page 5 of the Budget
papers, honorab1e memhers will see that the
raihvay revenue for the year was £3,793,4:68.
Deducting the tunOllut transferred to the Railway Accident Fund during the yea.r, £1~,613,
thoe net re-ceipts Wtel'e £3,774,855, as against
the estimate of £3,500,000, an excess of
£274:,855. The expenditure for the yeal'
was (inc1uding pensions) £3,605,607, as
against the estima.te (including pensions) of
.£3,556,187, an excess of £49,420. There
has been a big struggle to arrive at this
decision with regards to pensions, but I say
tha.t if the railways were owned by a pl'ivate
company, they wou1d have to provide for
these pensions, so I insist now that the penf'iom; are to be brollght ill. I know some
dQubt is entert&ined hy one or two members whether that is the correct view,
but I think it is the correct view; at
any rate I am going to stand by it.
I
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The increased revenue necessitated in·
creased working expenses, hence the increased.
expenditure nnder that head of £61,174.
Pensions and gratuities exceeded t.he estimate
by £9,374, making H. total of £70,548.
The interest requirement \\'as below the
estimate by £19,744, principally owing to the
fact that Act 1847 bonds were not cOllverted
into Act 1560 stock to the extent anticipated
last year. \Ve had to float a local loan to
ta.ke them up. Belated repairs were below
the estimate by £1,384. 'rhese two sums
make £21,128, showing the total excess
to have been £49,420.
'rhe revenue, as
already stated, was .£3,774,855, and the expenditure, including pensions, £3,605,607,
giving a surplus for the year of £169,248.
Of this surplus there has been appropriated
under Surplus Revenue Act for Rltil way
purposes, as already stated, £ 125,528,
which left £43,720, of Rail way surplus
still available for ordinary revenue purposes.
As honorable members are well aware, last
season was an exceptionally prosperous one.
I estimated, as I mllst do, for a normal year,
hence the exeeptional surplus obtained. In
Hail way revenue, the difference between a
good and bad. year runs into fully £300,000.
The gross receipts and the net revenue for
the year establish a record. The reductions
in goods rates and classification which eame
into oper~tioll in February last amounted to
about £50,000 per annum. I stated in the
Budget of last year that it was the intention
of the Railways Commissioners to make a
reduction at allY rate equal to £50,000 a
year.
The Commissioners have Bot only
reduced by that amount, but have even far
exceeded the sum they promised. 'rhe passenger and mixed train service was extended.
during the year by 300,000 miles.. It is intended to further improve the passenger
train service from 1st December next,
including the restoration of the express
trains between Melbourne and Bendigo,
which will permit of improvements in the
service on the Castlemaine.MaryborollghBallarat lines.
Honorable mem bel'S will
remember that at 30th June, 1903, there
were certain extraordinary liabilities in
connexion with the railwaYR which the
Commissioners pointed out should be
met out of revenue.
'1' hey were as
follows :-Deficiency in rolling-stock (estimated cost of making good), £403,950;
belated repairs (estimated cost of making good), £181,087; deficit in stores,
.£60,855; repayment to TreSl.8ury of balance
of loan funds advanced prior to 1st July,
1903, for non-capital purposes, viz., for
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renewal of way and works and for replacement
of rolling-stock, £149,869; in aU, £795,761.
It affords me great pleasure indeed to iuform
the House that the ba.lance of the extraordinary liabilities outstanding ,at 30th J line last,
after taking into account the £60,000 provided for their reduction in the last Surplns
Revenue Bill (from Railway surplus on the
year), was £] 92,762, consisting of rollingstook deficiency yet to be made good,
£154,413, and repayment to rrreasurer of
balanoe of moneys ad\'anoed from lOQns for
non-capital purposes, £38,349-808 I have
etated, ill all £)92,762. The actnal cash
required to wipe out the extraordinary
liabilities
was
provided by Rail way
votes and surplus
revenue
moneys.
I might add that the £111,520 recouped to
tbe Treasury from Rail way votes during the
three years (the difference between the
£149,869 outstanding at 1st July, 1903, and
the .£88,3~9 outstanding now) was credited
putly to the Consolidated Revenue, and
pa.rtly to Redemption Fund (some of the
loans were being redeemed by revenue and
some by Redemption Fund) and an equivalent amount of Joans redeemed by revenue
and Hedemption Fund. Let me be clearly
understood on this ma.tter.
For some years
prior to 1st July, 1903, the railwa.Y8 had bee'll
uSillg loa.n moueys for renewMls of way and
works a.nd replacement of rolling·stock, serTicea which sbould have been paid for out of
the ordinary working expenses vote. At the
time the present Commissioners took over
tbere was £149,869 due to Loan Funds on
this a.coount. They immedis.tely discontinued the practice of oharging such expen4iture to JJoan ,Funds. and hnve since
charged their annual votes with nearly the
whole of it. There is only £38,84" ontstanding now, and that amount will be
considerably reduced by the end of this year,
as they have pllt down £20,700 on
this year's votes to repay the Treasury. As
I have already stated, loans equivalent to the
amount of repayments have been redeemed,
Again turning to page 5 honon",ble members
will see that, excluding rc:l.ilways, the revenue
received was £4,029,103, and the revenue
estimated £3,645,753, giving receipts in ex(''eS8 of estimate £383,350.
The salient items
in exoess were-CGmmonwealth returns,
£189,000;
income t~x, £18,000; pro·
bate duty, £78,000; territorial, £22,000;
stamp duty, £20,000;
miscellaneousall others, £40,000; and the balance,
'£16,350, is distributed amongst the variolls
sub-heads of revenue Oll pages 12 and 13.
The expenditure, as shown on page 5, was[521-2
'
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Under speoial appropriations, £ I ,314,50!),
and under votes, £2,2u8,3 t 8, or £3,522,823
in aU, which, deducted from the receipts,
£4,029,103, left me with a surplus, irrespective of railways, of £506,280.
Adding
railway surplus made available for general
purposes, .£43,720, I had £550,000, whicb,
together with the £125,528 of railway
surplus made available for railways. makes
£675,528, the amount of the Surpl us Reven ll'e
Bill already referred to,
Mr. WATT.-What has become of the
unappropriated railway surplus ~
Mr. BENT.-I now come to Loons. Public Debt Statement No.1, pages 28 ,and 291,
shows all IQans raised for wOl'ks,. c.~c.,
purposes, (railways, country water, Yan
Yean, &c.), for closer settlement purposes
(purchase of land), in aid of revenue (bonds
issued some years ago when times were very
bad), and also those issued fOt, redemption
purposes. It sets out the cash realized by
issues for these services. the discount aud
expenses, and the premiums received, also
the loans redeemed to a.nd outsta.nding at
30th .T une, distinguishing in the latter case
between London and Melbourne. LOtt.DB
Redeemed Statement on pa.ge 31 furnishes
the details of redemptions referred to in the
above sta.tement, distinguishing between trnc
redemptions and redemptions which were
really renewa.ls. Public Debt Statement,
No.2, page 32, shows the whole pooitiou
with regard to our loan transactions in a nut,;.
shell. The original borrowings are dealt
with therein, the net increase of debt by
renewal of loons (disconnt and expenses on
redemption 10&11 s), is added, and d~
dnction is made of the true redemptions.
Looking at page 32, honorable members
will see that of the JOt\D moneys raised for
the various services (eXClusive of redemption)
there had been applied to :30th June,
£55,2~7,.4,OO; and held in cash at tha.t date,
£99,817 ; a.ccounting for the cash raised, as
per Statement No.1, page 28, £55,397,~11.
Adding to this disconnt and expenses,
£1,lO4,1)58, we make £56,501,275 ; aoddeducting premiums received, £456,702,
,va had a liability under original loans of
£56,044,573. The redemption loans, under
which interest was reduced considerably, ran
us into an increase of the debt for discount
and expenses, £1,143,992; and we o,erraised for specific redemptions, £62,827-the latter amount was transferred to Redemption Fnnd, and was applied therefrom to
redemption
purposes-making tl. total
indebtedness
on
account of original
loans and their renewals of £57,251,3'92.
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Honorable members will see that the several
items referred to f:50 far have been apportioned amongst the various services in the
columns following the total.
'rhe totals
are: Railwa.ys, '£40,187,660; country
water, £6,112,151; Yan Yean, £3,189,934;
closer settlement, £967,035; public works,
buildings, a.nd other services (as enumerated
<>n page 33), £5,218,272; in aid of revenne,
£1,500,00u; over-raised for specific redemptions, £66,340; makinga grossof X:57,251,392.
Looking a lit.tle lower down on the
statement, what we have done in the way of
By redemptions
redemption will be f:5een.
I mean loans actunlly paid off, not the replacing of one loan by another. In the first
place wefind that besides making heavy annual
contributions to Redemption Funds, in recent
years, revenue has paid off £3,579,200;
on a.ccount of railway borrowings the amount
was £416,876; on account of Yan Yean
borrowings, £80n,OOO; on acconnt of public
works, &c., borrowings, £862,324, including
£525,000 on account of the Melbourne City
Council, and £210,000 Geelong Town Couuoil, for loans raised by the councils in the
fifties, and paid off by the State as provided
by the Act; in aid of rt'venne borrowings,
£ I ,500,000. 'rhat makes the £3,579,200.
Mr. COLECHIN. - Why that smile?
Mr. BENT.-T regret that the people
have to contribute taxation for the purpoRe
of paying off loans for these two very rich
cities.
Mr. COLECl1lN.-We are modest. WE!cmly
call Geelollg a town.
1\11'. BEN'r.-I feel as if a lion had been
rw;hing at mo, and I was rtUlning away from
it. It is not a smile. Anguish is the proper
term to use. Honorable members, no doubt,
have seen the picture entitled "Anguish "
ill the National Gallery. That is how I look
jllst now if I could only see myself. The
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board has redeomed the Board's proportion of loans which
have matured since the Board took over
charge, namely, £541,:371; the Closer Settlement Fund has redeemed £24,947 ; and the
Hedemption Funds (largely built up by annU~Ll appropriations from
revenue) have
redeemed £569,661. On account of railways borrowings there was £120,561; on
account of country waterworks borrowings, £147,789; on aCC01.lnt of public
works, &c., borrowings, £234,971; and
loans over-laised for redemptions. £66,340;
making thEl total £569,661; and there has
been a reduct iOll of £76 on conversion of
local debentures into stock bv virtue of
the powers granted under Act 1996 passed
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last session.
That makes a total of
£4,715,155. Still consulting page 32, it
will be seen that the amount for which the
revenue of this State was responsible to bondholders at 30th J llne last was £52,537,237,
comprising-Railways, £39,651,223; conntry
water,
£5,974,362;
Yan Yean,
£1,848,663; closer settlement, £942,088;
and public works, &c., £4,120,901; makin~
the total of £52,537,237. It will be noticed
that the £ 1,500,000 indebtedness on account
of "loans raised in aid of revenue" has disappeared. I put the finishing touches to
that myself, paying off £100,000 during the
last three years. As I reported 30me time
ago, we have paid off all the Carter bonds.
'rhey were coming due next January, but we
have taken them over now. Before leaving
this subject, r would point out that I have,
during the year, redeemed, as you will see on
page 7: Act 1451-bonds, £25,000; Act
1468 -stock, £42,~66; Act 1560-(3~ per
cent. stock), £35,956; Act 1795-balance
of oM revenue bonds, £50,000; in all,
£153,822.
This is, of course, exclllsive of
redemptions by new
flotations, which do not reduce the dobt.
Roughly, four-fifths of our debt is on account
of railways. Honorable members are aware
that years ago, when Mr. Francis was Treasurer, a sum from the land fund was taken
every year and paid over to the railway f,~nd,
and I am sorry that was not continued. I
am inclined to think that, if an opportunity
presents itself, we shall ha.ve to go back to
that, and that some of our land fund should
go to the rail wa.ys, and that we should not
expend the whole of it as we are doing now.
Mr. WAl'T.-YOU don't charge them interest on it.
Mr. BENT.-If the honorable member
waits for ~ moment he will see whether I do
or not.
Mr. MACKINNON.--That is a svstem of
loading. is it not-making a bad ba"rgaill ?
Mr. BENT,-Now, in order that we may
have a fair idea of huw we stand in this respect, J have had a statement prepared showing the expenditure on rnilway construction, rolling-stock, equipment, and surveys
to date. Honorable members will find this
statement on page 37. Loan funds have
provided £38,264,557, and revenue funds
£3,788,575. The revenue funds compriseLand funds, £2,825,740; railway votes,
£477,216; Surplus H.evenue Acts, £141,419;
loans redeemed from revenue, £344,200;
making £3,788,575. rrhe total cost to date is
therefore £42,053,132. Adding the value of
Crown lands handed over by the State free
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of cost - grants without purchase - say
.£1,:5UO,000, which is a modest estimate, see·
ing that nearly 500 :wres at Spencer-street,
North Melbourne, and Footscray are included,
we have a total of £43,553,132.
Mr.·BowsER.-How much has been added
by the railways to the value of land?
Mr. BENT.-This is a Ilew item, and
is Ofle that I thought it proper for honorable members to see exactly, in order
to familiarize them with the places
where this laud is situated, so that they
eould judge for themselves as to the
value of tbe land, and the advantage derived
by the Rail ways from it. I have not gone
into details about it. I believe if the la.rd
",as offered it would fetch a lot more money,
but I have put down a million and A. half.
What is a million to me wheu I am talking
of 50 or 60 millions? Nothing. Especially
as we are selling it to ourselves, it is
immaterial to me whether we get a few
pounds more or less. However, I think 1 am
below the mark. I may as well, as Mr.
Shiels used to say, say that over againthis is a modest estimate, seeing that nearly
500 acres at Spencer-street, North Melbourue, and Footscray is included. I am told
that none of tbi~ is under wate)' to-day either.
This part is not nnder water, I believe, and
therefore it st~nds all right, high and dry,
in this wet weather.
Deducting the cost of
lines closed, such as Dllukeld to Penshurst,
and others, gi ves a snm of £4\)6,000. I
could tell honorabl$ members who it was
that ran two parallel lines, notwithstanding
that he was told not to do it. He had the
power then, and, in spite of the fact that we
had a line running from Koroit on to Hamilton, he made an additional line. I am not
goiug to say who it was. Honorable members call search the records of the world,
and especially the records of this House,
and they will be able to find who it was that
.expended this large sum of money. I can
tell honorable members, in connexion with
this matter, that I, or rather this Government, have constntcted. four lines of railway.
One of these is from. Ballanl.t to Burrumbeet.
It Qas paid all expenses, and there is a profit.
We have made a line to Tocllmwal, and
theri is a profit of abont £1,800 over and
above all expenses. We have made H. lirle to
Welsbpool.
The honol"able member for
Gippsland South was present when the
people there promised me that that should
be a paynble line. I am sorry to say, having
had to look through the returns to-day, that
that promise has not been kept, becanse there
is a loss of £54 on the line. Although those
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. people pointed out at tha.t time, and I knew it
was so, that they were paying lOs. per ton
for bringing stuff from the Welshpool jetty
to the station, they promised, in the presence of the honorable member for Gippsland South, and in the presence of one of
the Hail ways Commissioners, to pay all the
cost. They promised that they would pay
up, bllt to my sorrow I find to·day that the
result is that they are £54 short.
Mr. LIVINGSToN.-They paid £50 towards
it in the first case.
Mr. BENT.-Therefore I have to report.
to this House that there is a loss on this particular line which I was ll1isled into constructing, for the people there told me that
they would pay up.
Mr. J. W. BILIJSON (Pitzroy).--But Y0U did
not believe them.
Mr. BE~'l\-Foolishly I did. I did innocently believe them, and I find that they are
£54 on the wrong side.
Mr. LrYINGSToN.- You know how it occurred.
Mr. BENT.-Yes, they got thei!' freights
so low, and there are only two men running
it.
Mr. LIVINGSTON.-I t was built on the
minimum wage system.
That was the
trouble.
Mr. BENT.-I would not care what wage
it was built upon if they had kept their
promise. I pointed out yesterday to :A1r.
T-ait the promise that was made ill the
presence of the honorable member and Mr.
.Fitzpatrick, and I shall ask, in fact I was
going to say insist, that the freights shall b,e
raised so that we may get the full sum that
was promised to me when I innocently put
in that line. 1 am sorry to tell this House
that I am £54 short.
Mr. HANNAH.-How much are you shori
on the Walhalla line ~
Mr. BENT. -- The Walhalla line was
passed before I came into office.
Mr. HANNAH.-Who expended the money~
Mr. BENT.-The Walhalla lille is the Ja\¥
to-day. I believe that when the line is extended to the proper end it will be all right.
However, we had nothing at all to do with
that, but I do want to point out: a line that I
was instrumental in finding~that is the li:1e
from St. Kilda to Brighton.
Mr. "VATT.-You had nothing to do with
that, had yon ~
Mr. BEN'l'.-I had to do with it. I was
twenty-three years trying to get that line. I
had opp(}sition in every quarter, and I have
n0W the figures in my pocket to show that
since it started, in May, it has paid, not only
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all expenses, but the interest on the cost of
construction, and also a ba.la.nce to the good.
All those people who said it would not IJay
have new, I am happy to say, changed their
minds, and are sorry for the statements they
made. One of the gentlemen who opposed
this line goes down on his bicycle for a swim
every morning.
He has a beautiful road
to run his bicycle on. Coming in the
other day, I saw him.
"Halio," said
I, "you travelling on this line? " He said" Oh, yes." I need not tell honorable members who that was. So of the four railways
we have mu.de there is only the one I have
referred to that we lost money on. Now, to
reSUOle. I admit the loss of £54.
Mr. LIVINGSl'ON.-What is the loss on the
Walhalla line?
Mr. BEN'I'.-I wish to inform honorable
members again that we had nothing to do
with passing the Walhalla line. It is the law,
and as a respecter of the law-Mr. HANNA H.-But there W&s no compulsion fo r YOIl to carry out that promise.
Mr. BENT.-When I was interrupted just
now I was referring to the cost of lines
closed, including that from Duukeld to
Penshurst, as being £406,000. The surveys
of lines not constructed cost £312,024, while
the deficiency in rolling-stock at 30th June
(be.lance of deficiency on 1st July, 1903,
£403,950, yet to be made good) was £154,413
-making a total of £872,437 to be deducted,
so that. we have £42,1580,695 as the cost at
date of our live railways. According to page
37 of the Budget papers it will be Reen
that our liability to debenture stock and
Treasury bond-holders Oll the 30th June last
on account of railway loans was £39,651,423.
Honorable members will at once see that we
could to-morrow write our railways down by
.£3,000,000-1 do not know that the law
would permit me to do it, I do not think it
would-but if we were to write them down
by £3,000.000, they would then stand us in
at more than onr loan liability on their
d.ccount.. It, mnst, of course, be distinctly
understood that I do not say that they should
be written down. \Vhat I say is that we
could write them down to the extent of
.£3,000,000 and still stand in a strong position
l\h. J. W. BII,LSO~ (Fitzroy).-yve still
have the interest to pay 011 them.
)1r. BENT.-I have sta.ted frequently an~
I repeat again, although perhaps repetition
is not good, that if we wished to sell our railways we could get a great deal more than
this for them. Those people who have gone
to England crying" stinking fish" may talk
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. as they like, but ol1r rail ways are worth mo~
money by a great deal than we have paid for
them.
Mr. COLECHIN.-You are not tnking into
account the Government land that they run
over.
Mr. BENT.-Did not the honorable member hear me say that I debited the railways
with a million and a half for the land ?
Against the Country Water Loan outstanding at 30th June, £5,974,362, we havtl the
Coli ban, the Geelong, Goulburn-Waranga;
Loddon: North-West Lakes, Broken River
and Mallee works (the latter including Lake
Lonsdale storage, distributary channels, and
Long Lake scheme), IlS well as the indebtedness of bodies for advances. Against the Yan
Yean liability of £1,848,663 there is, as honor..
able members are well aware, a thoroughly
sound asset. Against the Closer !Settlement:
liability of £942,088 there are also sound
assets, as honorable members know. It is
our intention to ask the House to grant us So
further sum for this purpose; in fact, to
authorize us to spend more than £500,000 So
year for closer settlement, because we believe
that next to water, it is one of the best
things that we can invest our money in.
Mr. MACKINNOS-.-You are becoming quite
a jUbilee plunger now. Two and 11 half years.
makes a great difference) does it not 1
.
Mr. BENT.-I am pleased to see the
honorable member smile. It looks as t.hough
he is going to help us.
Mr. COLEcHIN.-That is the fair-haired.
girl.
Mr. BENT.-The fait·-hp.ired girl is all
right.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-It looks as
though you are adopting his policy.
Mr. BENT.-Against the public works.
liability of £4,120,901 we hold the Graving
Dock, Public Offices, Law Courts, and Parliament Houses-that we lend for nothingState school buildings, and other publio build ...
ings. Taking the present va-Iue of the land,
the assets would, I am sure, stand above the
liability. Further, we ate wiping out the
liability under this head through redemptions by Revenue and Redemption Fund
(£360,000 within the last five years). In
order that honorable members may be abl&
to follow our loan transactions more closely,
particularly with
regard to renewal
of loans matured, Statement Ko. 3 has
been prepared, showing every loan issued,
the replacement of
those
matured
by redemption loans, and the true redemp'ions against each Act. That state..:
ment is 9. very simple paper, and 011&
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()f very great importance. Instead of the is also a £2,000,000 J.oan that wil1
information being given' in the old f~shion, be due in April of the following year,
hf)uorable members have it now ill a "fery and, therefore, with the support of my 1.,'018imple form, and it gives entirely the true leagues I set to work to see what we could
position of our finances. It will be found on do. I am pleased now to report to honora.ble
pages 34 and 35 of the Budget papers. A de· members what we have done, although it is a
tailed account of the operations in connexion question whether it would not be better to
with each replacement of loans ma.tured is postpone makiug the statement until a little
,given ill the appendix. I would particularly later on. We found, however, that there
drA.w honorable members' attention to this are a. number of people who wish to do
appendix, as they will find in it a full state· the underwriting-a number of people who
iuent of the operations in connexion with the actually estimated in their balance-sheets for
1edemption of an old friend-the loan under next yea.r It per cent. on £4,000,000. I
Aot No. 608-the redemption of which was want to take this opportunity of showing
~mrnenced nearly three years ago, and com· that that can be rubbed out at once. That
balance will not come out, and therefore I
pleted this year.
Mr. PRENDERGA8T.-Not completed this now preseni to honorable members what
year. rrhere will be some of your debentures we have done. I hope to receive. with regard
-coming in in nine years time.
to this maMer, the support not only of the
Mr. BENT.-Allow me to repeat that it House, but of the country. Havingdispoaed
was completed this year, and what is more of the various Loan Statements, the time is,
the latt.er part of it has been taken by Oltr own I think, fitting for me to inform the House
people. 'l'he interest is paid to our own of what we have done-honorable members
people, and we have shown conclnsively t.ha.t if will obael've that I use the plural" we," a.nd
we like we are independent of anybody, and not the pronoun "I"-in the matter of meet·
we can get the money from our own people. ing the £4,OOCl,OOO loan falling due in London
A.B fa.r as cash is conoerned, honorable mem- next July. I shall begin by informing honorbers will find the boiling down of the Loan able members that £2,.600,000 of the mon~y
Account in a small statement on page 27. is already assured. The Sa.vings Banks Com·
Looking at the account it will be seen that missioners have agreed to provide £2,000,000
up to 30th J llne last we raised for Works, at 3~ per cent. at par. We have arra.nged
&c., £55,397,217, and for Redemption, with our own money to pay £500,000 in
£27,682,652 ; we expended on "Vorks, redemption, and the lLoney is fouud. The
'&0., £55,297,4:00, and on Redemption, MelbolU'ne and Metropolitan Board of Works
£27,140,088, leaving balance.:; on hand for will contribute its proportion of redemption 10
Works. £99,817,' and for Redemption the extent of £ 160,000. That amount will be
.£542,564,
giving a total balance of due, and we I::Iha11 get it in time. 'l'hen I shall
take up with the RedemptiollFunds,£340,OOO.
£64:2,381.
That makes it that we pay £500,000. out of
Mr. WA1"r.-Is that in cash ~
Mr. BENT -On referring to page 3, hon- our own funds. Vie get £2,000,000 from the
-orable members will see that we held in cash Savings_Ba.nkIS. and I have been offered half 8.
-on 30th June last, £142,381 in the banks million. Of course I cannot take it in that
here, and that £500,000 was on the way to way, but I have been offered half a million
London fol' investment there peneling the a.t par at 8~ per cent. In view also of the
maturing of Loan No. 717 next year. Now fact that there are loans coming due by some
1 come to the redempti(m of the £4,000,000 of our local bodies-notably the Geelong
loan falling due in· London next July.
I Harbor Trust, which is coming into the
thonght, perhaps,. it was wise to let the H~use market, and the Melbourne and Metropolitan
know at the earliest opportunity how we Board of Works will have to come into the
8tand iu regard to that matter, because not market to find this money, ~nd there &re
-only members of this House. but a good other smull sUIUs-I thought it wise, or rather
many people outside had fears regarding Ollr we thought it wise, that, instead of getting the
redemption of that loan next July. It was other million we should give these gentlemen
pointed ou~ to me repea.tedly, and pointed out (the present holders) the conversion of
to other members of the Government, that the a million in England. We did not want
fa.ct of a four million loan coming due to scrape too close the money in the variouB
'Would cripple us, and for the last fonr or five institutions that we have, and, theremonths, supported by my colleagues, I have fore, we have given the present holders,
l>eeu at work for the purpose of ascertaining I think till January next, to convert a
()l,lr true position regarding this loan. There million of money at 3~ per cent. at par.
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If they do not like to dQ it then we
will get the money here.
We want 1·0 give
them a show first.
I think that is a very
satisfactory state of affairs. (Hear, hear.) I
am pleased to think that those cheer::; encourage us in that direction. Now, with regard to the £2,000,000 from the Commissioners of Savings Banks, that has been
the result of considerable negotiation, as can
be well understood when honorable members
know who they are, and know the chairman,
and whom we had to deal with. Honorable
members will remember that some years
ago, the Treasurers of the day dipped pretty
ooniiderably into Trust Funds to meet the
deficits which arose from time to time.
I
am rather glad I was not' one of those Treasurers, beoause, if a man is abused-and I
have been pretty well abused-for having a
surplns, how much more would one have been
abused for having a. deficit? At the 30t,h
June, 1905, we were indebted to the Savings
Banks Commissioners for £3,117,000, representing the old Post-office Savings Banks
moneys not handed over to the Commissioners, bearing slightly over 3 per cent.,
and £328,000 bearing 3~ per cent., representing t he balance of moneys lodged by the
present Commissioners. The actual revenue
shortage covered by these moneys at 30th
June, 1905, was-Deficit, £1,959,115; and
the La.nd Sales Fund shortage, that I have
a.lready referred to, under the Act about the
Kew lands, £267,490, making a total of
£2,226,605. The balance is held to meet
the heavy drain 1\' hich is made on the
Treasurer on account of a ,Year before the
revenue of the year is received. As honorable
members know, we have a lot of money on
the 30th June, and we have got nothing the
next day. It must be remembered that we
have to meet practically the whole of our
interest bill, close on £2,000,000, during the
first six months of the year. The last of the
London interest on account of a year, that
due in April, has to be remitted late in
December. Honorable members who have
followed the annua.l reports of the Commissioners will have noticed that time after
time they have drawn attention to the fact
that they were not being fairly treated in the
matter of the £3,117,000 in merely getting
the interest paid, plus working e:I:penses j in
fact that the money was earning nothing
for them. It must not be supposed that
negotia,tions were entered upon recently; they
were begun long before I had any anticipation
of the year turning ont as well as it did.
In the earlier negotiations Captain Currie
stood strongly for better terms than those on
Mr. Bent.
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which the £2,000,(\00 has now been obtained
-namely, bonds for ten years at 3, per
cent.-and they did not propose to let us
have nearly so large a sum; it was only
when I came down with an offer to pay them
off' £500,000 from revenue, and x328,OOO
out of Trust Funds, t.hat we got to holds,
and the big deal at three and a half resulted.
It was, of course, parL of the bargain that I
should take the £500,000 at once. The
Commissioners eould not let the money remaiu idle waiting for me.
I paid the Commissioners £50u,000 on account of revenue
borrowing, and they lent it to me as a
"loan borrowing" to payoff London
holders of £500,000 4 per cen t. bonds.
Taking the £500,000 above by itself, there
was a Melbourne liability on account;
of revenue, £500,000, rate, just over 3
per cent., and a London liability on aocount of 10anE, £500,000, rate, 4 per cent.
When the London loan matures next July
the £500,000 will be paid, and there will
then remain only a -Melbourne liability
on account of loans,' £500,000, at 3! per
cent. The £500,000 on which I am pa.ying
3t per cent. to the Savings Banks-a State
institution-is earning me 3 pel' cent.. in the
interim in London.
Had I retained the
money in Melbourne, it would only have
earned 1 pel' cent.; as I could not fi x it for a
long term. Of the £328,000 repaid to the
Commissioners, £310,000 has been re ..
deposited in Trust Fund with me to take up
~nore bonds later on when we want to send
the money to London. This money is earning 3 per cent. as part of the TruRt Fund
trustees' deposit in the banks. 'fhere is
another matter that deserves notice, namely,
that had I to go on the London market
instead of raising the money locally, I w«mld
have had tc> pay-underwritiug, £1 ns. per
cent.; composition duty, 12s. Ed. per
cent.; brokerage, 5s. per cent.; I.-on don
and Westminster Bank commissioll, 58.
per cent.; in all, £2 is. 6d., and stand
out of the use of the interest for nearly
100 days each year (sight and mail
time), as well as having to pay exchange
on the remittances. Looking at this redemption as far as it h?s gone, and the one
millilDn and a half floated last February for
a London redemption, I feel proud to thillk
that it has been my good fortune as
Treasurer within such a short space to
relieve the State from the necessity of
sending the interest on about £4,000,000
out of the country each year. It seems
to me pretty good business to keep
about £]40,000 a year within the State

The Budget.

[II SEPTEMBER, 1906.]

As I have t3hown, a sum of two millions and
a half of the loan is absolutely assured. As
l'egards another million, I have instructed
the Agent-General to offer to the present
holders of the four mIllions of OLlr securities
the rigbt, up to the firs~ - of next J anuary, to convert into 3~ per cent. stock at
par. If the offer be accepted, provision
will_have been made for three and a half of
the four millions. If the million be not all
taken up, then I shall with confidence offal'
the balanoe, together with the remaining
half· a-million, on our own market. Since
I prepared this statement I have been
offered half-a-million. Conseqnently, we have
only to ask for a million conversion, and
we give them up to next January to aceept
the offer. If they do not accept it there will
be no trouble in getting a million here, but,
808 I said before, I do not want to skin the
market, in view of other enterprises going on.
Honorable members may have observed that
some of the banks complain j and, without mentiOJ!ling any names, I think it was
the chairman of the Bank of Victoria who
said we ought not to take too mLlch money.
Wben I find the chairman of that bank
saying we ought not to interfere with private
enterprise-Mr. PRENDERGAST.-How about the con ..
fisoators on the other side?
Mr. BENT.-I am only telling honorable
members that I took safe lines. "Ve have
now three millions assured, and we have
offered the men in England up to the 1st of
January to oonvert one million, and if they
don't like it on account of the "stinking
fish" ory, or anything else, we can get it here.
I have a promise from the banks that if it is
neoest5ary we can get it here. Excl uding some
small local redemptions, and the fonr millions
already dealt with in my Jilrecedin~ remarks,
that is to say, the four millions falling due in
London next July, we shall have only two
redemptions of any moment falling due within
th~ next few years, namely, ill October,
1907, under Aot 1800, £1,000,000; in
April, 1908, under Act. 739, £2,000,000.
There will be nothing thereafter until
the year 1913 - saving, as already
mentioned, some small local redemptions.
1 tbink that shows that we are on pretty
good lines. With the increasing prosperity,
with the crops we anticipate, with the gold
from the mines we anticipate, and with the
agricultural produoe we auticipate, I think
we need not trouble our heads very much.
I do not want to say much about the Commonwealth to-day, because I want to keep
striotly within State liues, but I observe
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that Mr. Harper has made a proposition
which seems fair to the States, I notice also
that Mr. Knox suggests a course, and Sir
J oho Forrest seems to desire to do that
which is fair to the States. I mention these
three names because, in view of what took
place at the Premiers' Conference in New
~outh 'Vales, and what the representatives
of the different States said they were determined to do, I, myself, made a promise
that I would go on the platform and point
out those people who were determined to
despoil the States.
Mr. HOBER'l'SoN.-Are YOll satisfied with
their pr~mises ?
Mr. BEN1'.-I do not say I am,
Mr. A. A. HILLSON (Ovens).-What is the
agreement between the State and the
London a.nd Westminster Bank? How much
does it cost you a. year?
Mr. BENT.-I believe, speaking from
memory, that if we wished to payoff the
London and 'IVestrriinster Bank, in view of
the fine agreements we entered into in
times past, we would have to give them
about £60,000.
Mr. GRAHAM.-They have had fine
pickings.
Mr. BENT.-Yes. I need not say how
pleasQd I am to think that within our own
boundaries-in this "God's country" of
OUI s-we have people with pluck and with
confidence in themselves who are willing to
find the money I have already referred to.
In fuct, if we were to go to the Savings
Hanks Commissioners, they have about
£11,000,000, and would it not be better for
them to advance it to us-their own people
-than to act as they al'e doing 1 Howat
this
ever,
I
do
not
wnnt
~tage
to
enter into that
matter.
Following "Loans," on page 2, is the account
,. ~urplu8 Hevenue Aot, Rev-enue Services,
Works, &c.," details of which will be found on
page 41. That page shows the appropriations and apportionments, as well as the
variations of appropriations-that is to say,
monevs unused under one Aot which have
been made availabJe for amother. The total
appropriated, which is, of oourse, exclusive of
the last surplus, as the Bill is not yet law, is
£924,854. This has been apportioned:Capital purposes, £248,084 j revenue purposes, works, &c., £676,7iO. The oapital
purposes amount has been carried to a General Account, on the next page, entitled
"Hevenue Moneys applied to Capital Purposes." The account on page 2 deals with
the Revenue Purposes Money, £676,770.
The expenditure to 30th June was
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£493,774, leaving a balance at 30th
June of £ 182, 996, as shown on page 2.
Looking at the other side of the accollnt,
pagtJ 3, honorable members will see that this
balance was, of conrse, held ill cash by me at
the end of the year. rrhe title of the next
account, on page 2, is "Revenne Mor.eys
applied to Capital Purposes."
The details
appear on page 42, showing that Lands Funds
amonnting to £:l,825,740; special appropriations amounting to £344,2\..10; railway
votes amounting to £477,21n ; and surplus
revenue moneys amonnting to £185,334, or
It total of £3,832,--190, have been set aside for
rail ways capita.l purpo~es, against which the
expenditure to date is £3, 7~8,575, leaving a
bahtuce unexpended of £43,915. The next
column shows that special appropriations
provided .£800,000 for Yan Yean purposes.
The whole of this
money
was ex·
pended h1' loan redemption, that is
to say, revenue took over loan char/!es.
The second column also shows that £46,750
of surplus reveune moneys was set aside for
eount.ry waterworks constrllction. 'l'he ex·
penditure to date was £3.5,213, leaving a
balance unexpended at 30th ~l une of
£11,537. The third column shows that an
amount of £ 16,000 was set aside ft'om surplus revenue moneys for workmen's homes,
purchase of land, &c. The expenditure
against this was £14,353, leaving a balance
at 3Uth J llne of £1,647. The total column
shows that revenue has provided in all
£4,695,240 for capital purposes, against
whioh expenditure lu.8 been charged to the
extellt of £4,638,141. The balance on the
whole account at 30th June thus stood
at £57,099, as shown on page 2.
Looking at the other side of the account,
page 3, it will be seen that I held that
amount in cllSh at the 30th J 11l1C. The title
of the next ac.}ount on page 2 is" Melbourne
and Metropolitan Board Redemption Account." rrhe receipts to date (Board's proportion of loans redeemable) is £541,271 ;
the expenditure (loans redeemed) amounts
to £541,271, therefore showing no balance
in hand. The details of the loans redeemed
will be found on pt1.ge 43. " Trust ~""llnds "
is the next acoount on page 2.
The
account is divided into three sub· heads"Lodged fol' Investment," "Securities
Lodged," "General Lodgments." Taking
them ill order, under "Lodged for Investment" will bo noticed "Savings Bank
The other
Commissioners, £2,451,549."
side of account, page 3, shows that I invested
this money in bank deposit receipts, which
arc, of course; held in the Treasury. ~ ext
Mr. Bent.
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comes "Municipalities' Investments," required to be made by Act No. 1112,.
£628,496. The opposite side shows this.
amount invested in ::;tate stock. Then we
have other trust funds, as per page 44,
£382,367, whidl the other side shows as invested in stock. Under the next sub-head,.
"t;ecurities I . odged," there is "By Port
Phillip Pilot Fund, £25600." The otherside shows that I held Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board and municipal deben'"
tures. The next, lodged by Ocean Accident.
Corporation, £2,8UO, 1 held in Htate securities (d'30entures) as per other side of account.
The next item, Moe and Walhalla Hfl,ilway
Constructiou Trust, £1,460, was held in
bank deposit receipts by me fl,S per
other side.
Under the next sub- head,.
"Genera.l Lodgments," honorable mem-"
bel'S will see that the Savings Ballks
Commissioners mad deposited with m&
£2,617,310. This is the old Postroffice
SavingR Banks money, £3.117,31 0, le~g.
the £500,000 repaid
ont
of
last
year's revenne by me the other day.
The
next item is the rrrust Funds (page 44).
£1,410,504, which, with the first-mentioned
amount, makes in all £4,027,814. The f.>the!"
side of the account (page 3) shows how this.
was represented at t he 30th June. There
was invested in State debentures and stock,.
£779,488; there was advanced Oil account.
of Consolidated Revenue deficits at 30thJnne;
£1,459,120, less sundry moneys owing0 Consolidated Revenue(shown lateron as "Sundry
Debtors,"), £75,980. That makes a total or
£1,383, ]40. Theil t.here was advanced t(j
meet Lands Sales Fund shortage, £226,375 ~
advanced on account of other Governments,.
£7,949; advanced on account of the new
year 1906-7 to meet expenditure in anti-:
cipation of legislative authority, £34,845;
advanced for interest remittances to London
(interest has to be remitted for the new year
before beginning of the year), £833,479;
less £31,165 received on account of the lW\\f'
year, making the net amount £802,314.
The amount advanced to Departments t(}
meet urgent claims was £ 19, 566; and ad~
vanced to municipalities by way of loall t
£2,496 ; adding the money due by sundry
debtors to revenue (which amOllllt if casl\
had been received would have gone into.
Trllst Cash, and reduced the revenue deficit
to the amount shown above), £75,98P, we
have a total advanced of £2,552,665.
The balance was held in cash to the.
amount of £695,661. Thep.e three sums
-invested, adyanced, and cash in hand
-total £4,027,814, which representl> my
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ilia.bility,. as shown on page 2. The
last aocount on page 2, "Remittances,"
&8 per page 46, £1,101,308, shows the
,moneys for which I am responsible on ac.count of moneys received by me to pay in.:terest, and for other services in Londou.
Honorable members will see by the other
.aide that I held cash in London, and on the
way to Loudon, totalling the amount. Thus
the whole of the moneys received by the
~reasurer to date are accounted for.
It will
.also be noticed that a foot-note on page 3
makes clear exactly where the cash is.
Mr. WAT'r.-1'he man who prepared that
:statement ought to get a knighthood. It is
the Srst time it ha.s ever been made clear.
Mr. BENT.-The Under-Treasurer and
the new accountant, Mr Minogue; prepared
the finance papers. I have already paid my
meed of praise to them, and they de::;erve it.
I now come to the forecast for 1906-7.
"'urning to page 8, honorable members will
.see the Estimates for the current year. Ex-elusive of railways, I estimate a deficit of
..£.20,383, and for railways a surplus of
£24,726. So that on the year I expect to
-finish with a surplus of £4,343.
Mr. "". . ATT.-This is like Shiels' hot day
Budget. Your estirna.te was £658,000 too
.low last year.
Mr. BEN1"'.-This laughter is refreshing,
.and I am pleased to hear it. Dealing first
with the revenue estimates, it will be seen
,that on the whole· I estimate to receive
£7,554,568. Make a note of that. 'l'hat is to
:say, £249,390 less than the actual for the past
.year. The Federal Treasurer has advised me
~ha.t the estimated balance returnable to the
State will be £1,965,653, that is to say,
£1:31,466 less than the actual for last year,
-80 that my own Estimates are less than last
:yea.r's actual by £117,924.
Mr. PRENDJlIRGABT.-Your Estimates did
inot come off last year.
Mr. BENT.-I cannot control the Common wealth revenue. It is pointed out to
'me tha.t we will have £ 131,000 less from
.tbe Commonwealth, and if I attempted to
-offer an opinion on the matter it would be
-considered unbecoming in certainq narters.
H I were to estimate a larger sum I could
'make the expenditure greater.
Mr. PRJlINDERGAST.-Is that lit reduction
.antioipated in the Commonwealth revenue, or
is it an increase of expenditure ~
Mr. B ENT.-'rhat is a question I cannot
,answer. 'I am told that I shall receive
£131,466 les8 from the Commonwealth than
the actual amount received last year, so that
.my Estimates are less than last year's actual
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receipts by £117,924. I think I am only
taking a reasonable precaution in allowing
a margin of £ 118, 000 as agaillst a record
yea ..·. Looking at page 12 and onward,
u!1der Excise I estimate to receive £35,000
less than last year's actual. Income ta.x,
£13,000, and probate duty, £18,000, are the
principal reducti~lls. A reduction in income
tax was, of course, to be expected, owing to the
late concessions.
Honorable members are
aware that the other night reductions amounting to about £16,000 or £ 17,000 were made in
this taxation. The probate duty last year was
exceptionally heavy, and 1 could not expect
it to keep so high. The return estimated for
is about that received in 1903-4. Under
"Territorial" the estimate is £24,000 less
than last year's receipts. The reduction
is practically all on a.ccount of progress
payments.
The arrears of rents outstanding ali 30th June were £36,000
less than at the same time la,st; year.
For auction the arrears for this year are
about the same a~ last year. The actual
figures in each case 8.reJune,1905.
£

Rents
Auction insta.lments

June, 190&.
£.

... 117,393 ... 81,756
... 1l,550 ... 11,220

I may mention that we have no increase in
our land taxation, and I think It will be
acknowledged by everyone that it is a very
clumsy tax. There is not the slightest doubt
that we shall have to review this taxation,
because we find that land in the Western District worth £30 or £40 an acre pa.ys no tax
at all, while poor country in the north has
to pay the tax. It will be necessary for us to
review this tax, and to look at it very carefully
to see whether it is not possible not only to
increase the total sum, but to rub out a good
many of the anomalies_
Mr. MACKINNON.-!t has become an obsolete tax.
Mr. BENT.-It is an obsolete (ax, and.
should be thrown on the scrap-heap. I find
that la.nds worth purchasing for closer settlement pay 4s. 6d. per cent. as the maximum_
Is not that ridiculous? Everyone has contributed to the improvement of these Jands.
Every pound we spend improves these lands,
but notwithstanding this, all we get from the
tax is a little over £90,000. It will be our
duty to review this tax, in order tbat we
may have something 011 different lines.
Mr. WATT.-That is an indication on the
right lines.
Mr. THOMSON (to Mr. Bent).-Do you
propose to make it heavier?
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Mr. BENT.-I am stating a fact, and, as
the honorable member' for Prahmn interjected, this is an obsolete tax. I have already stated that land in the Western Dis·
trict worth £4() au acre pays nothing, while
land of a poor quality in the northern areas
worth £3 pays land taxation. Considering the
property we have, £90,000 from this source
seems to me a ridiculous sum.
Mr. ANs1'EY.-You held that opinion for
many Yiars.
Mr. BENT.-" Railways" are put down at
£41,000 less than last year's receipts. I am
reducing the payment to railways from
general revenue for carriage of agricultural
produce by £25,000, so the Commissioners will
reGleive £25,000 less on that score. I thought
of taking off the whole £50,000. Then, of
course, there is the reduction in rates. Honorable members will remember they were only
in force fOl' a portion of last year. They amount
to about £50,000. Under" Irrigation and
Water Supply Districts," there is an apparent
increase of £20,000. This, however, merely
represents a small increase, as there is a reduction of £ 15,000 for Irrigation Trust interest under "Miscellaneous," the Irrigation
Trusts having gone over to the ~tate l~.ivers
Commission. .Fees are put down at £10,000
less than last
year's receipts, and
I< Miscellaneous"
£22,000
less,
thus
~llowing
small margins as against last
year's
receipts,
£288,000
for
fees,
and £347,000 for" Miscellaneous.". As to
Estimated Expenditure - my estimate for
the year is £7,550,225, against last year's
actual £7,128,430, or an increase of £4::l1, 795.
I do not propose to go into details of the
Special Appropriations on pages 14 to 17,
and the Votes Estimates, item by item.
Such a conrse would pall upon members. I
merely intend to take the salient items.
Special Appropriations will show an increase
of £57,572 against last year's actual expendi·
ture. 'rhe principal increases are as follow:Interest on Loans, £85,670 (£30,231 of this
is for the lttst payment dne in London on 1st
July In.st, on the Aot 1847 Bonds, the Redemption money for which we raised here,
and on which we have to pay a year'l! interest. Some more of it is for interest on the
money already raised to redeem in London
Act No. 717 next year, and the balance for
moneys raised for Closer Settlement, &c.).
Provision for the redemption of local loans
raised to redeem Act 1847 bonds,.£ 16,000 ;
commission on redemption of these bonds, and
of the Act No. 717 debentures dne next year,
£10,776; Carrum Swamp, as required hy
last year's Act, £5,GOO; increase of endow-
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ment of municipalities, £25,000; making a
total of £1~2,446. Against that we haTe
less this year- For the Carter bonds (all
redeemed now), £50,000; for interest, &c.,
to Savings Banks Commissioners, £27,735;
and for sundry other items, £7,139;
making in all £84,874, and leavin~ the
net increase, as already stated, £57,572..
Members will be glad to notice that on pensions (exclusive of old-age) I expect a reduction of £1, 724. We are now, I think, on the
way for a grad ual red uction year by year, !lS
under the old Act No. 160 men are beginning
to thin out. Under that Act alone, the reduction is over £4,000, bnt slight increases
on other Acts reduce the total to the amount
already stated-.tl,724.
With regard to
old·age pensions, J would refer members to
the statement prepared by the Registrar,
which appears on page 61 of the Budget
papers. It is a short, but comprehensive one,
and they will see from it that there is a
reduction of 219 in the Dumber of pensioners.,
and a corresponding decreasE' in the amount
paid. Actually, there is about £11 ~()OO less
paid during the year than for the previous
year, but £7,400 of that is owing to
the fact that one fortnightly payment more
came in the previous ,Year than ill the last
one. I do not anticipate any diminution this
year. About £80 mOle has been paid by
relatives of pensioners during the year thaD.
in the year preceding it, and over £300 more
has been received through the Curator from
the estates of deceased pensioners. The cost
of administration increases about £130, but
that is almost entirely owing tv increments
to salaries. As already stated, I have provided 'for an increase of the subsidy to municipalities by £2n,000, and there is an amount
of £25.<-'00, uncleI' "Roads. works, and
bridges ,. (Public Works Vote), to assist in
constructing roads, bridges, &c. This latter
amount ~ an increa~ ~ £1~0()0 on
the previous year's provision. Members
will also remember that special consideration was given to municipalities
in my preyious Surplus Re\'enue Act.
I ha\'e provided an additional £1,500 for the
assistanee of free libraries, and a new item of
£2,000 towards buildings. The work of
bringing the State schools buildings intosatisfactory repair, which the Government
undertook two years ago, is being steadily
carried forward. Last year £31,892 was.
expended fr(l)m votes in this direction. I haveset aside £ 10,000 on the Estimates for the
ensuing year, and provided a further sum of
£50,000 on this year's Surplus Revenue Bill
for new buildings and for the enlargement of
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existing buildings. There are many cases of
serious overcrowding in schools which must
be at once met. To permit overcrowding in
the sohool buildings not only hampers the
educational work. but is a serious menaoe to
the health of the childrett. It itS gratifying to
note the ready response thai has been
. ma.de to the appeals to parents to provide
oomforts and conveniences to the schools not
supplied in the ordinary way.
In all snch
oases the Department has contributed puund
for pound in aceordance with the practice I
laid down. A sum of £1,500· has been
plaoed upon the Estimates for the extension
of manual training and cookery instruction
to provincinl districts. It is intended to pay
teachers who are qualified to instruct classes
in Sloyd work a bonus when they take. up
this work in schools not supplied by a Sloyd
wood-work centre. As for cookery classes,
it is intended that a number of' specitt.l1y
trained cookery teachers shall be sent to
work in provincial distriots in centres specially equipped with easily moved apparatus.
A teacher will take oharge of three or four
towns connected by railway, and will devote
one or two days a week to euoh town.
The cookery course for girls can be completed in from six to eight months, and the
centres will then be moved to other parts
of the State.
Connected with this movement is the movement for the esta1Dlishment
of Agricultural High Schools.
Regulations
have been passed giving the conditions of
establishment of such schools, and movements are on foot in many oountry towns to
raise funds to oomply with these conditions.
I have stipulated that in places where
buildings will have to be erected the local
people must raise one-half of the cost,
estimated at £750, and fnrther, that they
must provide 20 acres for a 'suita.ble
farm, and guarantee fifty scholars.
For
Technical SchQols (maintenance and bnildings) I have provided £17,975 this year, as
against £15,250 provided last yea!', an
increase of £2,725.
Now, I come toa
subject in eonnexion
with which we
imported a gentleman from England,
namely, the .Asylums for the Insane, and
if anybody in this world bas been punished
it is myself. for this gentleman started off by
asking for £250,000. I visited se.vera} of the
institutions myself. I went to the institution in the electorate of the honorable member for Shaw ell.
.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Heal', hear.
Mr. BENT.-Although I do not profess to
be a speoialist. I observed that in that institution there were a lot of people who should
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be in a benevolent asylum rather than in a
hospital for the insane. P~l'ba.ps I am
touching on tender ground. I will take all
the punishment I got, and say as little as I
can about it.
Under the Public Works
vote, "Works and Buildings," honorable members will see that I have this
year made exceptional provision for the
erection. of new and up-to-date buildings,
and for Improvements to the present buildings, furniture, and fittings. 1'he amount of
increase is, in round figures, £50,0(lO. The
new items are - Towards erection of inebriates' retreat, £13,000 j towards erection ot female wards (Sun bury). £6)695;
towards erection of acute mental hospital,
£15,<'100.
Mr. WA'l'T.-Any place mentioned ~
Mr. BENT.-I have been doing my best
so that it shall not be put at Mal'ibyrnong.
I do not say that the Cahinet would not do
it. but perhaps] should not tell the secrets
of the Cabinet. I hope it will not be there,
because that is a beautiful place.

Mr. SWINBURNE.-The honorable member
f01' Essendon says it is under water.
The other
Mr. BENT.~No it is Dot.
items are :-Erection of new buildings (Suubury) £~,250; alteration1) (Ballarat) £3,000;
additions (Beech worth ) £3:000; erection of
receiving ",ard (Bendigo) £2,000; furniture
and fittings, £3,000, making a total of
£54,945. There is a reduction of £5,000 011
the old item" repairs," so the net increase
is £49,945. "Vhat a lot of main roads I
could make in Gippsland if I had that money!
The scientific and humane treatment of those
so sorely afflicted is a. cause which appeals t(}
every man. I therefore feel assured that; this.
additional provision will meet with the approval of members generally. Another new
item appears under" \V()l'ks and Buildings,'"
£2,500, for the Greenvale Sanatorium, and
there is also an amount of £800 for the staff
under the Health Estimates, making in all
£3,300. The number of patients that pnssed
through the sanatorium last year was 150.
Of these nearly 70 per cent. received great
benefit; in 25 per cent. the disease was
arrested, and over 50 per cent. of the patients
discharged are now working.
The number
of beds has been increased to seventyfive, and the institution is now the
largest consumptive sanatorium in Australia.
At this stage I wish to say that I am very
thankful to the leader of the Opposition.
He went out there, he saw the state of the
people, and he encouraged us to place a
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further sum on the Estimates. \Ve did it,
a.nd everyone who goes there, whether a
mem bel' of the medical profession or otherwise, speakl:l well of the place. 1 might mention, as indicating the fruit which the
organized efforts of the health authorities
a.re bearing, that in the metropolis the
deaths from consumption numbered only
625 last year, ninety less than the average
of the previolls five years. And this year
there has already been a further large reduction, so that it is eatimated that; the
deaths for the current year will be at least
20 per cent. less th~n the average of the
five years referred to. This represents a
large saving of living wealth to the community, and on an actllarial basis shows that
ill a single year the whole of the money
expended in establishillg the sanatorium
has been returned to the ~tate with 100
per cent. interest in vital wealth by. the
efforts directed to corn bat this white plague.
From some of the items J have already
quoted, and from those I am now going to
quote, honorable members will see that the
Government are going ill for a spirited public
works policy-public works to be paid for
ont of revenue moneys and not out of
loau moneys, as was the case with several
items of public works in the past. Under
" Works and Buildings" it will be seen that
I provide for several new items. One is
"Additions to Government Printing -office,
£6,000." Another is "HecJamation of West
Melbourne Swamp, £ 12,500." For the last
twenty years millions of tOllS of ~oil have
been deposited ill the Bay-simply a waste
of money. ·We are now making 8. proposal
that the whole of the dredging shall
be put into the West Melbourne swamF.
If we had adopt.ed this course in years past
we would have had the whole of the land
raised something like 5 feet, and instead
of its being called the West. Melbourne
swamp it would have been utilized for bnildings.
Indeed, my colleague (Mr. Pitt)
sa.ys that in 60me of those places the Harbor Trust are deriving from £2()() to £300
8J1 acre per annum.
Now, I say that, instead of our having any more of this
kind of thing-, we have placed a sum of
mouey (m the Estim.'1.tes
.
to the amount
of £ 12,500 towards filling up this swamp,
and we propose to continue this work for
five years.
Mr. SANGSl'ER.-How 8.re you going to put
the stuff on ?
Mr. BE~rr.-"Ve are going to pump it.
If the honorable member goes down wit.h me
I will show him the steps that are being taken.
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We are preparing :1 pier, and by local labour
within the last year or two we have prepaxed
placestodepositthousa.ndsof yardsof this stuff'.
The next item is "'rowards making interesting mountain resorts accessible, £5,uOO."
I may inform honorable members in connexion with this matter, that since I intimated
my intention of doing this I h8.ve had appli- .
cations galore. Honorable members would
be surprised how many people there are in
ihis State-male and female-who can write
about our tourist resorts, and who are prepared to take action ill this matter if we find
the money. The nex.t is an item of £ 10,000
for the purchase of wire nettiug machines,
It is well known, I think, to honorable members that there are thousands of acrea of
land in this ~tate that require wire·nettiug ;
and we are informed that a large area can be
fenced in with this wire netting.
The next
item is "Towards the deposit of silt taken
from the Coode Canal, including plant
required, £10,000."
The Harbor Trust
are also cont.ributing £ 15,000, which will
make altogether £25,00U.
Next comes
"Towards Elwood lmprovements, £5,000."
Honorable members will find a full statement of the transactions to date in connexion wit h El wood on pages 107 to 109 of
Budget.papers. This is to redeem a promise
made by me when passing the Supplementary
Estimates, 'fhen there are the following
items : -Yana
improvements,
dredging,
wideuing, &c., £12,000; improvement of
Crown lands at various places, £10,000; for
work at McLeod's Morass, at Bairnsdale,
£1,500; Moe and Walhalla Railway, £10,000;
vVorkmen's Homes, Geelong.
£1,700;
Gippsland roads, £10,000; Croajillgolong
roads, £14,OUO; improving roads and
Crown lands by prison labour, £7,500.
In connexion with prison labour, I will
read the following memorandum which
I have received from Mr. E. C. Connor, Inspectur-General of Penal Establishments : The daily average uumber of prisoners in confinement during 1905 was (913 ma.les and 121 females)
1,034. The aver&ge cost per head during 1905 was
£41 HIs. Id. The monetary value of prisoners'
labour at Pentridge and the Female Prison for
othe~ departments, private requisitions. and gaol
reqmrements, was £11,179 Os. Id. The cash
earnings of prisoners at the Melbourne a.nd country
gaols amounted to £714 17s. Total, £11,893 178.
ld. In addition to the above amount, the value of
the prisoners' Jabour at the new piggery, asphalting, and general upkeep of the Pentridge P. E., is
estimated at £4,6~4, At Pentridge and the Female Prison, the average number of pdsoners a.t
labour during the year was 539. Of this number
an average of 316 were employed in reveuue-produeing industries, &lid the rest wel'e employed in
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va.rious sta.tiOll duties-a.s cooks, ha.kers, sweepers,
clea.ners, ga.rdeners, messengers, clerk s, serva.nts,
wa.rdsmen, &c.

Now, I ha.ve pl2loed Oil the Estimates a sum
of £1,000 for the purpose of widening the road
to Essendon, or ra.ther for extending the
bridge. Many honorable members are aware
that at this bridge there ia a great stone
pillar in the middle of it, and now that the
tramway is running there it is high.ly dangerous. I have therefore, provided £ I ,000 oonditionallyupnn thetown council giving anothel'
£1,000. 1 will now give the Committee strong
proof that ·we have not been unmindful of
the mining industry-the gilded herald of
the birth of glorious Victoria, the temptress
of those doughty pioneers who made the
Htate what it i8; our sheet-anchor in later
years when <hought and other causes
crippled and pli.ralyzed the agricultural
and pastoral industries j an iudustry
tha.t is not dependent upon the seasons.
During the la.st two yea.rs we have pro\rided
-Under Surplus Revenue Acto'5, £43,000 to
aid enterprise; under Annnal Votes, £29,7W
for boring n,nd batteries, making a tota.l of
£.73,000, and this year a further sum of
£15,000 is on the Estimates for boring and
batteries. At a. time wber~ money is plenti.
ful it behoves the people of this State to
give a.ttention to this great souroe of wealth
which haloS served us so well in the past, a.nd
by systematic dtlvelopment on the proved
linee of reef, more pa.rticularly at the d~eper
levels, and intelligent exploitation of likely
oountry, toeofoster.andestablish the industry,
that instead of being of minOl' importance it
will once more ta.ke its place in the van. At
Bendigo there are thirteen distinct lines of
reef a.h'eady traced.
Of these thirteen
known lines only three have been extensively
"orked, namely, New Chum, Hustler's, and
Ga.rden Gully; a.nd the others, several of
"'bieh are main lines, ave practically untouched. Following the old maxim of the
Cornish miner ,. ore upen ore," why
should these lines not be rich a.lso ~
Mr. Duno, the Director of Geol-ogy, has
urged time after time that they are.
In my opinion, Bendigo is only in its infatlCY.
J uat look at the Catherine Reef, at Ear:1ehaw~ whic.h used to be called the Benevolent
Asylum. I find that at 2,000 feet they have
a reef nearly the width of this room, and the
shares have gone up tremendously. In fact,
if you have a few shares in the Catherine
Reef your fortune is m&de. There are two
mines in the ,Bendigo district-the New
Moon and the South New Moon-,,,hioh have
paid nearly balf-a-millioll in dividends during

.J
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the last four years, with a paid-up capital of
only £32,000. Ballarat ha.:; produced enormous quantities of gold, and will, I a.m confi·
dent, again do so, provided there is sufficient
enterprise to open up the deeper levels.
Mr. MoGREGOR.-.£15,OOO will not do
much for them.
Mr. BENT.-In order to give all impetns'
to the testing of the deeper levels. we have
lent the South Star £6,500. Tbe snccess of
this mine, of which I feel very sanguine,
would put heart into the whole of the field.
Wood's Point, with its phenomenally rich
auriferous veins through the dyke materhtl,
also awaits intelligenoe and enterprise. Most
of the work of recent years IH\s been confined
to pottering in old workings. Some honorable mt>m bers will recollect Cohen's Reef in .
the days when it was in the hands of the Bank
of Victoria, and when Mr. McKean was
membet· for the district.
Since those dcloyS
the people there have not done what they
should have done.
Mr. HARRIS.- We bave worked in the
right direction, and will do still more.
Mr. BENT .-'I'he hill at the foot of
which the town sta.nd~ furnished over a
million of gold in the early days, and there
is the evidence of the bore (ha.t the quartz
floors contillue with depth.
~tawell, which
in the past has been such a productive field,
requires invigoratillg by the application of
skill and money. As in the case of Ballara.t, the oontinuation of the rich veins in the
reefs remains to be foll01'l'ed.
Here, again,
sinking seems to bethe necEssity. It is simply
waste of time pottering about the upper
levels. TarnaguUa, in the early dltys, produced abtmdance of gold. 1t was of a very
coarse character, a featnre common to
indicator country. It is improbable that the
wonderflll nuggers fOlllld on or near the surtface, which of course came from the
quartz, are tbe (,nly examples.
It is
to be expected that further down more exists
in the qu&rtz. The past richness of the reefs
in the upper levels may be taken as proof Qf
it. The Castlemaine district, one o·f . the
richest alltH'ial fields in the early days, ha.s
practically not entered on 8. quartz minill~
phase, although the conditions are identica.l
in all respects with those existin~ at Belldigo,
only a few miles to the north. It is 00
credit to the people_ of the State that this
field is in its preS'ent undeveloped condition.
In the e';\.Sternmost pa.rt of the State-at
Barnawartha, Bethanga, GrallYa., Dark River,
Pine Hills, Glen Wills, Cl\2silis, and Buchan
-more enterprise has been shown, and
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mineral lodes are being opened up which promise to supply metals other than goldooppel', sil vel', lead, zinc, wolfram, iron, and
manganese, which have not hitherto been
produced in quantity within the State. 'Walhalla, a.lso, has been showing some evidence
of a revival. 'rhe Long Tunnel and the
Extended, as of old, and the Coronation, a
new show, have been doing well. There was
a very fine mipe in this district ill the old
days-the Toomb0n-which paid magllificeutly down to about 1,000 feet. All the
proceeds, as was the custom, were paid out as
dividends, and no reserve was kept to provide
for heavier machinery to work at greater
depr hs; htmce the shutting down of the
mine. 'rhe expenditure of a bit of capital in
sinking a new shaft here would, I am sure,
opcn up a mine second only to the Long
Tllllne1.
~fr. HARRIS.-It is going to be done, too.
Jh. BENT.-With all these fields within
cur bound~u'y it is somewhat deplorable to
think that last year showed a falling-off of
11,000 ounces in our yield, the yield being
only 810,000 ounces, as agailUlt 8:31,000
ounces for 1904, and 822,000 ounces fOl'
1903. The only purple patch was in the
dl'edging return, in which we got 73,000
rmnces last year, as against 55,000 OIHlces
in 1904, and 42,00:'> ounces in 1903.
Ml'. OUTTHlM. - What about Mary.,
borough?
:\h. BEN1'.-In the Maryborough district
great works have been performed in past
years, and some of the finest gold mines have
been discovered, but, stra.nge to say, notwithstanding what has been proved in the
pa.st, very little \\Tork is now being done.
Mr. OUrl'RIl\I,- You are a little bit out
now.
)11'. 'tVA T'l'. - rsit not time the honorable
mentbel' ehifted this crowd 1
~1 r. BgNT.-At any rate, we are turning
on t over £3,000,000 worth of gold per year.
'Vith stronget· snpport frum the general
public we should increase the returns by 50
per cent.
Mr. BE .\ZLI<;Y,-What about mining at
Cullingwood ~
Mr. BENT.-I do not touch mining at
Collilliwood. I saw a hole thttt was put down
in the street, but I never knew that any
quantity of gold was ever obtained from it.
'1'he preliminary report by Mr. Walter
Summons, who was commissioned by the
trustees of the Ed ward Wilson estate to
iuvestigate and report on the question of
vent.ilation of mines, has a number of recewmendations, certain of which ha.ve already
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been provided for Il1 the Act.
The
Minister of Mines proposes to go thoroughly into the matter, with a view
thoroughly
of
having the questions
threshed out and improvements effected.
Now, I have a little matter here to which I
want to draw the attention of honorable
member~.
In going through the State I
have obsen'ed that we have some of the best
clays that are to be fouud anywhere, alld
they have not been Ilsed to the extent that
they shonld have been.
Mr. HANNAH.-Like the clay at Thornbury?
~Ir. BENT.-May I ask the honorable
mimber who interjects what is the matter
with the 1'hornbury clay?
Mr. HANNAH.-Nothing whatever.
Mr. BENT.-The time has not arrived for
joking yet, On the line to Ballarat, beyond
First
Ballan, magnificent Glay is fouud.
class clay is alsQ to be found at Campbellfield, and there is not the slightest doubt
that many of the things we get now from
Japan and other places could be made here
just as well with the clay that we have.
Mr. J. W. HILLSON (Fitzroy).-lt wants
baking, It is no good without it.
Mr. BEN1',-I may remind the honorable
member that I am planting forty kinds of
wattle along Alexandra-avenue, 30 that he
will not have to go to J3.pan to see the cherry
blossoms. We have clays in great variety
within a moderate distance of Melbourne.
N ear Bacchus Marsh, if honorable members
have the curiosity to turn off and go along
a.bout 3 miles of road, they will see the
wonderful works which Mr. David Mitchell
has there, and what he is preparing out of
the clay. These clays are adaptable to a
number of purposes. 1'hey are suitable for
tiles at the low end of tIne scale, and upwards
to stoneware and the finest porcelain at the
other end. The opening for fictile products
is vast.
This State if! particularly well
suited for the development of the industry.
It can supply the whole of the COlllUlonwealth, and also manufacture for export, aud
the supply of clays it:! boundless.
Mr. HANNAli.-How do you propose to
help this industry ~
Mr. BENT.-I come now to agriculture.
The over-sea exports of Victoria for the seven
months ended the 31st July last amollnted
to £9,194,000, as cOl'~pared with £6,087,000
for the cotTesponding period of Jast
year, an increase of !H per cent,
Substantial progress has been made in aU
branches of agriculture. The number of holdings last year was 53,000, and the value of
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the products raised direotly from these holdings is estimated at £20,325,00J, or an avera.ge of nearly £380 per holding.
Mr. THoMsoN.-Tha.t knocks the gold
out.
Mr. BENT.-The total value of the
prlm8.~y
products of the last financial
year IB as
follows :-Cultivation products, £7,728,000; dairying and
pastoral, £10,837,000; miscellaneous farming,.
,£1,760,000; forests,. £586,000; mining,
£3,361,000; a total of £24,272,000.
Is
not that surprising ~ The population of
Victoria is a.pproximately 1,250,000, so that
the value of our primary products per head
of population amounts to £ 19 lOs., as compared with £16 5s. of the United States
a.nd Canada. It is estimated that the value
added to these pr<?ducts during the process of manufacture before they leave Victoria \vould bring the total va.lue of last
year's production up to £34,000,000, or an
average of £27 5s. per head of the population.
One of the n:lOst significant points in connexion with the 'advance of agricultural matters
is the increased yield per acre from wheat and
other oer~als. For the past three years the
average of the wheat crop has been ll~
bushels per aore, while for the twenty years
preceding the drought the average was less
than 8 bushels per aore.
Mr. THoMsoN.-That aocounts for the increased value of land.
Mr. BENT.-This increase is due chiefly
to the use of superphosphates, conjoined with
improved methods of farming.
Mr. W AT'l'.-Better w.eather.
Mr. BENT.-At the suggestion of the
honorable member, I will add better weather
also. Twenty experimental plots worked by
the Department of Agriculture last year
gave an average of less than 12 bushels
€It} ul1manul'ed land,
and 18 bushels on
land which ft:lceived 2s. 6d. worth of fertilizers to the aore. The facts thus demonstrated have plaoed wheat farming on an
entirely new footing, and experiments are
now being conducted to find how far these
results are applioable to other crops and pastures. Over 100 experimental fields are being
carried on this vear, embracing au area of
720 acres. About half of these are de'Voted to experiments in improving the
natural pnstures, and in the development
of land which up to the present has been
considered too poor to be taken up for settlement purposes.
Certain people in this
State say that the lands the Government
have are too poor for settlement purposes.
In reply to that I would say that we have

1'he Budget.

millions of aores of land in this State that
are now overrun by rabbits, producing
nothing, ~nd yet costing mouey for dealing
with the rabbits and one thing H.nd auother. I say this land is; not poor, but very
rich.
Mr. THoMsoN.-Why not give it to the
people-give it to them ~
Mr. BENT.-In connexion with the advanoed work of the Department £1,000 has
been provided for the erection of silos, and a
similar sum for the encouragement of the.
growth of New Zealand flax. The silos are
erected for farmers at an average cost of
about £35 each, the repayments extending
over a period of three years. Including
those erected by the Depttrtmellt, about 120
silos are at present in lise throughout the
State, so that this method of conserving
fodder has passed the experimental stage.
In the oase of flax, the value of that industry to New Zealand exceeds £750,00U a year.
'l'ltere is, therefore, ample room for development along the same lines in Viotoria. An
attempt is beiug made to re-open the Ma.ffra
beet sugar factory on a co-operative basis,
on condition that 3,UOO aores are plaoed
under culti vation, in order to insure an
adequate supply of raw material to the factory. Over 1,000 acres have already been
promised by farmers within a short distance
of Maffra. The R~tilways Commissioners
have co-operated with the Department of
Agriculture in this matter by offering to oarry
the beet at very low rates of freight. As f\, consequence it will be possible to grow the beets
profitab1.y at distances up to 80 miles from
the factory, and it is anticipated that there
will be no diffieulty in securing the required
guarantees, so that the factory may be reopened early in 1~08. Steady progress is
also being made in connexion with the
growth of tobacco, there being twioe as many
acres under cultivation as twelve months
ago.
The Government tobacco farm at
Edi has been moved to a larger area at
Whitfield, where experiments will be carried
out with tobacco, maize, broom corn, flax,
and other products suitable for cultivation
in the warmet· districts of the State. I regret to have to announce that the phylloxera
has made compara.tively rapid progress in the
vineya.rds in the north-east of the State during the past twelve months. Every effort is
being made at the Viticultural Station at
Rutherglen to supply grafted vines on American resistant stocks, in order to admit of the
reconstitution of vineyards as rapidly as possible. More than 200,000 vines have been
gra.fted during the past three months,
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and arrangements have been made by
which three times this number will be
made available during the follow\ng season.
In conuexion with the Viticultural Station,
it may be mentioned that t\venty-one boys
from the Neglected Children's Department
are at present in residence at the college, and
receive instruction ill general faml work.
The experimental work in cOllnexioll with the
development of the grass tree plains fonnd in
the Heytesbury Forest is making satisfactory
progress, and it is interesting to know that
a series of analyses made at the laboratory
have demonstrated the existence of large
deposits of lime in t he neighbourhood at
vltriol1s points along the fringe of the
volcanic country. Some of these deposits
are so close to existing rail way stations
that it is believed they will prove of
:ery great value to the I1gricultural
mterests as soon as they arc opened 1I p.
"VViih regard to the Mafihi beet sugar
factory 1 have provided for an expenditure
of £0,000 contillgent on the cultivation of
3,000 acres of sugar beet being guaranteed
by growers; ) ,000 acres has already
been guaranteed. On the subject of milk
and dairy superYisiou, I wou Jd state that, in
ordel' that milk Hnd dairy snpervisioll may
be brought right up to date, I have pro"ided £8,20i this year. The amOllnt. covers
the salaries, travelling expenses, &c., of a
Chief Veterinary Inspector, a Chief Dairy
Inspector, two Veterinary Inspectors, and 2()
Supervisors. .A. report which I have found
most intere..~ting reading is that of the Agricultural Department wit.h regard to the export of perishable and frozen pronuce.
A
copy is fUl'llished with the Budget-papers.
Two returns are attached to the I'eport, one
showing quantities exported. and the other
values.
As evidence of the marvellous progress made during the last two years, I shall
quote a few of the figures, giving values
only;1903-4.

1904-5.

1905-6.

----- - - - ---£

Da.iry Produce ... 1,558.000
Meat ...
134,000
Ra'bbits
and
Hares
100,600

£
1,817,000
265,000

£
2,132,000
475,700

226,000

2l6,500

2,W8,000

2,824,200

- - - - - - ---1,792,600

The figures for 1904-5 exceeded those of
] 903-4 by £515,400, and those of 1905-6 exceeded those of 1904-5 by £:5] 6,200; that
is to say, an increase of over .£],000,000 in
Mr. Bent.
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two years. For the Agricultural Laboratory
we are providing £7,950 this year-a.
new provision of £a,5uO, and a revote of
moneys not used last year of £4,450.
I wish now to refer to Rail ways ex·
pendit.ure.
The provIsIOn for railway
working expeHses this year shows an inorease of £71,451, as compared with last
year's actual expenditure. Remember, I am
speaking of last year's actual expeudilure, not
estimates. Jn the Transportal io)) branch
there is an increase of £6,274. This increase
is accounted for by the provision of additional trains for passenger traffic, by increases in wages of guards, porter.assistants,
signalmen, &c., recently granted. and Ily the
increase in the minimum rate of pay of men
employed in labourillg avocations to 6s. 6d.
per day. In 'Vay and Works branch there
is an increase of £17,498. This inerease is
due to extra renewals and strengthening {If
brid~es, extra renewals of sleepers and
ballast, and to the increase ill the minimum
\'Ilte of pay of men employed in labouring avocations to 613. 6d: per day.
III the R.olling-stock Branch there is an increase of £;'52,054. This increase is due to
anti0ipated increase in the price of coal for
locomotives, &c.; to the additional locomotive mileage which will be involved by the \
proposed improvement in the train service
f0l' the accommodation of passenger traffic;
to much·needed extra renewals and replacements of rolling-stock; and to the increase
in the minimum rnte of pay of men employed
in labouring avocations to 6s. 6d. per day.
~rhese total
£75,826.
Deducting small
savings amongst other items, £4,375, the
net increase, as already stated, is £71,451.
With regard to closer settlement of the lauds
acq nired and made a vailable-117 ,359 acres
--930 conditional purchasers have secm'cd
114,691 acres, representing a capital value of
£724,431, averaging £779 per holding, and
an a.nnual payment of £43,465, or about
£46 158. per a.llotment, The lessees and
their families number 3,169_ To date 116
workmen ha.ve been granted advances, aggregating £4,900. These advances have been
made on the securit.y of buildings, &c. Forty
further applications have been approyed, and
the money is being adyunced.
At Wyuna
Estate 4u miles of channels have been
constructed by the \Vater Supply Department, and sufficient water for domestic use is
now available.
A full supply for irrigation
will be available next. year.
The levee to
prevent Huoding by the ri"er is 1I0\\' in
course of constrnction by the Public W ~rks
Department. The Agricultural Departmelit
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bas taken over tW() areas, one on the
W yuna. Estate, and one M 'Whitfield, for
the purpose of showing lessees whf\t can
be done in the way of intense culture.
Honorable members will notice on the
Agricultural Estimates that I have provided
£2,000 for expenditure in connexion with
the Wyuna farm. As indicating the general
prosperity of the State, I shall quote a few
figures to ahow the position with regard to the
Credit Foncier advances, and Savings Banks
deposits. As to Crfidit Foncier advances, the
total advanced to farmers at 30th June was
£2,021,3:13, against which repayments to the
extent of £692,785 have been made, leaving
a balance outstanding of £1,328,547. The
paymentR due for year were - Interest,
£61,475; Sinking Fund, £28,517. The
arrears at end of year were - Interest,
£82; Sinking Fund, £70. All must
admit that this is a most gratifying
state of affairs. I come now to savings
banks deposits. The depositors in June,
1904, were 432,867, and the deposits
£10,582,000; in .J une, 1905, the figures were
441,382 and£10,897,000; and in June, 1906.
466,752 and £ 11 ,i64.000. June, 1906, shows
an increase of £8G7,000 on the previous
year. The number of depesitors per 100
()f population is 38. In the savings bank
in Collins-street. alone there is over
£2,000,000 of money deposited.
'1'he
water supply and irrigation policy of
the Government has been fully referred to by
me in my previolls Budget and iu my
Brighton speech. I need only add here that
it is the intention of the Government to
pursue the construction of conservation and
irrigation works as already outlined. The
work of the oontract.s which were let last
. spring has been considerably illterfered with
by the wet winter, and the expenditure to
date has not been as much a..~ was expected.
Plans and specifications are, however, bein~
prepared, so that a large amount of work may
be expected to be accomplished during the
coming summer; and further works, equal to
a sum of £135,000, will be let before the end
of October, making a total of £250,000 of
work in hand in connexiou with the GoulburnMaJlee channel and the East Goulburn
works. It will be necessary to bring down
& further Loans Appropriation Bill later on
in the sessiorl, 80 as to provide the necessary
funds for the construction of these, works.
The successful application of land att.he
W yuna Estate augurs. well for the irrigation
areas throughout the northern districts; and
the Government have established an irrigation farm, which they are endeavouring to
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bring into successful operation, and which is
expected to be of great use in the development of proper cl.llture by means of irrigation.
'1'he necessity of this experimental farm in
oonnexion with the large expenditure on
Adwaterworks is very amply justified.
vantage has been taken of the winter
rains to further fill up the VVaranga Basin,
and it now presents a magnificent sight,
although so far only two-thirds filled. Con·
siderable ext·ensions of works have been
.authorized in respect of the Mallee Water
Supply, and the Government are strongly
of opinion that every inducement should be
given to the cultivation of this portion of the
State, by providing an efficient stook and
domestic slilpply. Surveys are also being
made at two points on the River MUlTay,
where. it is hoped irrigation settlements will
be established. It is with great pleasure that
I am able to inform the House that, after im·
mellse labours and a very great number of
sittings, the Committee appointed by the
New South Wales, South Australian, and
Victorian Governments to arrive at an agree.
ment with regard to the Mluray waters has
almost completed its work, and that there
ll1'e now few points upon which any discussion should take place. I hope before long to
introduoe the Bill agreed to by the three
States, and thus settle this great and impor.
tant question. The Commissioners of the
State Rivers and Water Supply hope to
present their preliminR.ry report of their
operations during the' next mouth. I have
done everything I could to help them in
their work by provid ing funds to put the
various channels and schemes into thorough
w0rking order, and I have every confidence that
the new arrangement will beacompletesucces8 .
J wish to make a reference to the Unused
Roads and Water Frontages A~t. The estimate based on the returns furnished by the.
municipalities shows that the revenue tha.t
will probably be recei.ved annually froUl leasin~ the unused roads and water frontages
will be about £40:000, viz., £23,000 for
roads, and .£17,000 for water frontages. Up
to th.e end of June, 1906, .£4,984: has been
received for the former, and £589 for the lat·'
tel', making a. total of .£5,57;1. but up to the
4th September of this year .£7, a1 ~ has been
received for unuse:l roads, and £726 fvl
water frontages, a total of £8,038. 'Ibis
amount is a little over one-fifth of the
estimated amount to be received. A
number of roads and frontages are being
added from time t~ time to the ool.l.nc.,-ils'
schedules, and it is anticipated that the
amount to be received will not fall far short
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of the original estimate. The total benefit
received from all sources by the municipalities may be mentioned. It occurs to me to
sum up the amounts which the municipalities receive in one way and another. }'rom
the licence equivalent they get £90,000 ; from
the subsidy, £75,000; and, under Special
Vote, they benefit by .t25,000. Adding to
these amounts the money they receive from
General Votes, and what they will receive
from unused roads and water frontages, the
total runs well into a quarter of lit million.
Surely they cannot complain very much,
although I notice in the papers that members
go continually to my colleague, the Minister
of Public Works, and anybody would think
from the applications made that we have
millions of money to give away to these
lllunicipalities. I fancy if they get a quarter
of a million, together with the other facilities
the.Y have, they should be well content. I
told honorable members that we would have
a forward policy. We propose first of all to
appoint a Minister of Labour. We intend to
ask the House to amend the Constitl-!tion Act
for that purpose. Our spasm@dic efforts,
although we have done all we possibly
could with the material at our disposal,
Seeing the large
are not sufficient.
that the present
amount
of
work
Chief Secretary has to do with regard to
shops and factories. we say it is highly
incumbent that we should have a Minister of
Labour to look after these matters, in order
that men may be taken from place to }illace
instead of a few here and a few there, for by
the present system we waste money. As my
voice is gone, it is unnecessary for me to say
very much more on that point.. We intend
to ask authority to float a loan. We want
£50,000 to buy 1,250 miles of wire netting.
Mr. ROBI<~RTSON.-rS that for Crown land 1
Mr. BENT.-That is to start at first. We
have called for tenders for machines to make
wire netting.
.
Mr. THoMsoN.-Are you going to make
them in the State?
Mr. BENT.-We are going to make a lot,
but we want 1,250 miles to start with. We
want £ 100,000 for the Improved Small
Holdings Bill. We want £600,000 for railways and tramways. We want £10,000 to
make a surve'y from Bairnsdale to the
New South Wales bOllndary. 'Ve w~nt
£100,000 for improving Crown lauds. We
pt·opose to make inquiries regarding a national
system with respect to main roads. We are
not in a position yet to say what is the best
'hing t. do, but we are strongly inclined to
the opinion that we should have a survey
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made, and instead of giving municipalities
sums of money to make little bits of roads
we should consider whether the subsidy
should not be for the maiu roads, and not.for
little bits.
Mr. ROBEltTSON.-"\Vhy don't yon get a
road-making plant 1
Mr. BENT.-If my voice had not gone I
was going to describe the equipment of tho
Public Works Dopartment. Any Chinaman's
garden uses better equipment than we have.
For instance, the Minister of Water Supply
has had to use wheelbarrows on works, and
why shonld we not have a plant as well as
the contractors there? By that means we
could do the work as well as they could. 'Ve
propose also to get a report on the con version
of our suburban railway syst'em from steam to
electricity. We find that all over the \Yodel
electricity is becoming the power of the
future, and we are informed that we can rnn
our suburban lines at considerably less cost
by electricity than by steam. We think
it wise before we adopt this course to
obtain a proper report.
N ow I come
to the last point, and probably somebody
will say that in this matter we are taking .
somebody else's clothes. I think it was said
to-night that we are takiug the clothes of
the honorable member for Prahran, but I do
not mind taking body and soul, if the
honorable member likef-:, if his policy meets
with our views. "Ve have a district in the
west of Victoria containing over a million of
acres fit for any kind of grain. In fact, it
will grow anythin!4. It is some distance
from a railway. The owners of the land use
it simply for growing sheep. I believe myself
that 100,0001people could Le spread upun this
piece of Jand. Applications have been made
to me to make a railway. Some of the
people say they would sell us the land, some
say they would give a t.rifle towards the railway, and others think we ought to make it
in the ordinary way.
Mr. McGREGon.-Buy the land first.
Mr. BENT.-.-What we propose to do is
this. I do not care whose policy it is. vVhoever likes lllay take credit fur it. All I
kllow is that fot· three solid years I have been
looking into it, and our proposal is, at allY
rate, that we shall bu'y the land first. We
are not going to make Jail ways to improve
their property. We also think, as we filld
now that these people will 1l0t let us have it,
that we shall have to put in the compulsory clause. If we go on like that, honorable
members on the Opposition side will soon all
be over here. 'Vill any of them say that

The Budget.

[II SEPTEMBER, 1906.]

they started this proposal when I did, three
years ago?
Mr. THoMsoN.-You told me that proposal
eight years ago in the old House.
Mr. BENT.-I did, but what does it
matter who started it ~ Honorable members
oan all take credit for it if tRey like. The
question is: Is it the proper thing to do?
There are a certain number of these people
prepared to sell to us. If we make ~\ line
through there from Winchelsea right on to
Glen Thompson, or the next place, 'Vickliffe
Roa.d, it would provide for a million acres, and
no one would be more than 5 miles from a
line of railway. Applications have been
made continually for the Government to con·
struct the line, but do honorable members
think I would be a party to bringing down a
Bill to make a rail way to improve the value
of those people's lands 1
Mr. PRENDIl:RGAST.-What is the size of
.
this area. 1
Mr. BgNT.-As my voice is getting better,
I will state that in the W'estern District
there are 6,913,000 acres, nearly one-fifth of
the whole surface of Victoria-nearly
7,000,000 a.cres of tlae richest land, with
soil of imperishable fertility, and a 25inch rainfall, proximity to shipping ports,
and no physical dHficulties toretard progress.
For instance, we could go right down to
within 25 miles of Geelong., When explorers from New South Wales first broke
through its forests they were amazed at the
ril)hnesB Qf the land, and envied the blackfellows. Then, in the thirties and forties,
came a handful of men, and said, " All this is
ours." The most of it has been kept in the
family ever since; and now, tens of years
afterwards, the sheep, which succeeded the
blackfellows, remain there still.
Of this
7,000,000 acres of land only 236,362 acres is
cultivated, and 5,998,000 acres used for pastoral purposes. In this House, in the cities
and towns, in the country, there is one loud
ory, continually heard, always growing
10uder-I'Land, lalld, give us land." Wherever we go the people say. "Give us land."
When 1 am going throngh the country,
whether for electioneering purposes or otberwise, I find the man with the swag on his
back, and he is only allowed to look over the
fence. He sees no hope, and the yonng
people gr~wing up near these count.ry towns
say, " \". e can onlY obtain employment at
the hotel or as rouseabou ts on this estate."
You will see an estate of 25,000 acres, and
the young men and women in the towns near
by tryillg to obtain employment. They haye
to come down to the oity here and swell the
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unemployed. Yet there are thousands of
acres of land at their very doors that could
give them employment. Wherever you go,
whether in Victoria or New South Wales, the
same thing obtains. When we came through
from Bombala we saw young men and women
prepared to work, but on an area of 20,000
to.25,000 acres all we saw was ten 01' twelve
people employed, and the others had to leave
the home of the father and mother and come
into the town to get into our telephone office,
or our tramway office, or something of that
kind, while we have land that \vould give
work to teeming millions of people. rrhat
being the case, the people having these large
areas, when] am asked as Minister of Railways to come here and obtain authority to
float a loan either here or in London fol' the
purpose of improving their properties, I say
I will do nothing of the kind.
Mr. GRAY.--Does anybody intend to do it
at all 1,
Mr. BENT.-There are those living there
who have asked me.
Mr. GRAy.-Surely you do not intend to
ask the House to do it 1
Mr. BENT.-They have asked me to
make railways to this place, They say that
if we will make railways they will let the
land on the share system, or something of
the kind; 0ut I say that is not, a proper
thing to do. If we make a railway it will
improve the value of their holdings. They
can sell to us a fair area of the land, and our
putting the people on that land will increase
the value of the remainder to them; so that
they will do good, not only to other people,
but to themselves. Already we ha.ve given
148,902 acres, at a total cost of .£1,008,840,
as a start, to make stronger the sturdy yeomanry of our State, who have come so often
to its rescue, but very much more is wanted.,
Coming down "vit.h the hOllorable member for
Maryborough one mCDrning on the line that
leads to his home, I noticed that you go 10
miles and will not see ~\ honse.
Mr. OOTTRIM.-Very nearly 20.
Mr. RENT.-I wanted to be within the
marle I know, as Minister of Railways, that
twenty odd years ago these people came and
stated that if we would make the line of
railway they would nse this land to the best
advantage, but from that day to this, with
the exception of rUllning a few sheep, they
have not kept their promi~e at all. It is our
duty to iee that these gentlemen do
something towards keeping their promise. Often. in the occasional speeches
have
I make outside this House, I
spoken of this magnificent wasted province.
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I said to my constituents, twenty-five years
ago, " There are men in this community who
recei ve more in municipal subsidy tha.n they
are paying in taxation on their land." The
same thing obtains to-day. I have ill a
small measure been a.ble to charge these
people something for unused roads and river
frontages, but they squeal like rats in a trap
because they have to pay a small sum. It
has always seemed such a stupendous parody
that 6,500,000 acres out of 7,000,000
acres of this land-the richest jewel of
all of our possessions, bursting with such potential wealth, that, if let free. the district would
teem with prosperous thousands-should he
allowed to stand nearly in the same condition
as God first made it_ Often have I shut my
eyes aud built castles in the air, or rather
settled people in thousands on the broad
smiliug acres. Honorable members might have
thought I was having a na.p-I was tryillg to
pierce the future. I know the land, because
once some of it, and the cow, were very good
to me.
Mr. ELMSL1E.-Did you take your hat off
to it?
".
Mr. llEN'f.-I did. In my meditations,
because when I close my eyes I am always
meditating·-I sometimes meditate on the
'wonderful works of some honorable mem borsI ha.ve tried to calculate the unearned increment that tho sheep-walks of this province
have received through the advancement,
and enterprise, and expenditure of vast
sumS in improvements in the other
parts of the State, mostly less fertile.
I may point out to honorable members that,
in the year 1873, I was a member of a Royal
Commission that was instrumental in brirlging down the present Municipalities Act. It
is worth the while of honorable members to
look up the reports and evidence taken at that
time. They will find the question of the
unearned increment was in my mind then.
They will see that I was one ~f the first ten
people who went in for leasing the land, and
I said then, as I say now, that if we had
leased the land in the early days there would
be no necessity for Customs duties 110W, and
we would have men employed everywhere,
instead of having a number of persons with
"large properties, while others have no show.
Last week the Age referred to a great settlement scheme suggested in this district. It
was merely the purchase of 1,000,000 acres,
with the option of another million-a nice
little deal in land of just the kind that I as
a plain citizen would delight in. J would like
to be engnged in buying this land at a fair
,price, and having bought it, to place railways
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through it, and then settle the people on the
land as we do under the Closer :::lettlement
Act.
Mr. ~rHOMSON.-"Vas that not your old
scheme?
Mr. l'RENDElWAST.-No. This is to sell
it. His old scheme was leasing.
Mr. BENT.-There is no change in me.
This land, which I think I know to a considerable extent, is situated in the counties
of Hampden, and Grenville, in the heart of
the Western District... Hampden has a total
area of 999,000 acres, and Grenville 937,600
acres, giving a total of 1,936,600 acres.
The very latest returns compiled by the
Government Statist for this year show that
10,285 of the Hampden acres or 1'03 per
cent., and 31,266 of the Grenville acres, or
3'33 per cent., are cultivated. The balance is
left in a natural state. and is the happy
wandering ground of one and a third
millions of ani:nals-mostly merinos, I
think.
There are 49,00() dairy cows,
and 17,000 pigs, both very admimble
anima.1s.
Bnt I really do think that men,
women, alld children, are more profitable to
the State, no matter what way you look at
it, than a millioll and a quarter of sheep,
and 50,000 odd bullocks, even though the
sheep yielded eight and a quarter million
pounds of wool. Now, I will let the county
of Ripon, with its !irea of 1,125,i60 acres,
situated just above the two counties to
which I have been referrillg, enter into the
comparison I am to make. . I will confine
the comparison to wheat, and will show
while through Ripon the nationH.1 wealth is
increasing year by year, almost the same
kind of soil in Hampden and Grenville is
being mainly used for the natural grass that
grows upon it, and, at the same time, I
will point out tho wonderful productivity
of the soil of these three counties
as compared with the State generally.
Honorable members have listened very carefully to my statement. I have a lot of
material ill cOllllexioll with other mat.ters,
but I do not think it is right that I should
take up much mQre time. Therefore, I shall
simply submit statistics concerning the land
I have referred to. 'l'he other m~l.tters I intended to refer to would occupy too much
time, and although perhaps it is the
Treasurer's part, when delivering his Budget,
to touch on nearly every subject, an<i al.
though I have gone into all matters connected
with the State very carefully, I do not
intend to take up much more time. The
attention honorable members have shown
proves canclusively, at any rate, that all
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the trouble I have taken bas been appreciated, and it would be wrong on my part to
keep honorable members any longer, because
the statement might begin to pall. The
other day I heard a gentleman speak.
ing. and the audience clapped their feet
on the floor as an indication that
he should leave off. Therefore. before
that time arrives I shall resume my seat.
In 1901 Ripon had under wheat only
10,95B acres, which yielded 168,500 bushels,
or an average of 16';5 bushels per acre, as
oompared with an average of 8'85 bushels
for the rest of Victoria. In other words,
Ripon produced twioe as much per acre as
was produced elsewhere in other district.s.
In 1902 the average yield was 18'13 bushels,
as against 6'91 bushels for the State, or
nearly three times as much per acre. 1n
1903, when the Victoria.n average was only
1'29 bushels per acre, Ripon grew 9'60
bushels. J 11 1904 the resvecti ve figures
were 15'32 bushels a.nd 14'49 bushels. 111
1905 the average yields were 16'57 bushels
~aiu8t 9'261 bushels, and last year, ending
March of this year, the records were 16 '59
bushelsagaiust H'31 bushels. Within sixyears
the area sown· in Ripon has increased from
10,058 acres to (jO,168 acres, a sixfold
increase; the yield from 168,500 bushels
to 998,5<)0, au addition of 830,000 bushels.
.Now, what do I find as far as Hampden
and Grenville, tbe next-door neighbours of
Ripon, are concerned? Takin~ the figures for
this year, ended March, the two of them
bad only 5,001 acres under wheat-honorable
members will observe the unit as being exa.ctly indicative of the progress of these
lands-which yielded 91,540 bushels. I will
now give an illuminating summary-Ripon,
with 1,125,760 acres, has under wheat
60,168 acres, yielding 998,500 bushels;
Hampden and Grenville, with 1,936,600
a.cres, 5,001 a.cres of which are under wheat,
has a. yie,ld of 91,500 bushels. The wonderful productivity of the Hampden and Grenville lands is easily shown from last year's
figures. In wheat, the Sta.te averaged U'3t
bushels; Ripon, 16'59; Halllpden, 14',5;
Grenville, 19 7. In oats, the State a Teraged
23'18; Hampden, 38'3; Grenville, 30'69.
In barley, the State averaged 23'8; Hampden, 30'6; Grenville, 30'7.
In potatoes
the State averaged 1'98 tons; Hampden,
2-68; and Grenvillle, 2'55 t,ollS.
A
man with a closer settlemell t block in
this district could thus grow much more
profitable crops of wheat, oats, barley,
and potatoes, ~he great staple crops, than
the avemge agriculturist; and be could
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produce butter and cheese in the same
ratio of higher profit, raise horses, fatten
a few head of stock, and very considerably
contribute to the frozen lamb trade. in
two words, thIS is the ideal country for mixed
farming, and nobody knows it better than I
do. It has been suggested that the Government should run a rail way through these
lands in addition to doing something else.
But [ say at once, and most emphatically,
that we will not be a part.y to further contributing one penny to tbe unearned value of
these lands. Weare determined tbat a key
which will unlock these great lands, and add
their tremendous undeveloped wealth to the
people, shall be found. In the making of
that key several things may enter, sucb as, for
instance, au amendment of the land tax, too
make it an equitable reality, not a thing ill
name only, and perhaps a very earnest con·
sideration of the question of obtaining th&
lands for the people's use by some other way.
'fhe means J have indicated are under con·
sideration, and it will be our business to do
all that we possibly can to try and obtain
this land on fair conditions, so that the
people of this State may go on it and work
it, and so that they shall not be forced into
the cities and towns, but will be a prosperous and contented people. I will detain
honorable members no longer, except.
to congratulate the House and the
country on the fine f-xhibition of products of all kinds that we had at.
the Agricultural Show the other day.
Tt was a great success from every point 0·(
view, and deserves our warmest commendatioll. And last, but not least, I congratulate
the State OIl the great exhibitiap by our
State school cbildren in the adjoimng building.
The teachers have been to great pains
to bring this noble result about, and the
parents of these children deserve every Ol'edit
for allowing them to come to Melbourne from
various parts of the State to join in this great
work and show the world that as an educated
people we stand second to none. In regal'Cl;
to the interjection about the Continuation
Schools, it is our intention, as I stated some
lime ago, but which the honora1Jle memberwho interjected does not seem to believe, to
have large rooms at certain places. I mentioned two districts, and perhaps three,
where these children, instead of having to'
corne to Melbourne, will be educated in the
locality where they reside. That cannot be
done in a day. We have shown conclusi\'ely, as far as education is concerned, that we have done everything
possible; that we have acquired, by every
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means in our power, the best means of teaching the children. vVe arc teaching th~m
cookery and Sloyd work. "Ve hope, before
long, with the great work this House is performing by providing funds for education, to
enable the sons of the poorest to enter the
Ulliversity, and by t,hat means to be able to
takeany position ill the State. 'rhis House may
take credit to itself, and certainly deserves
the praise of the community, for the great
work it has done. I thank honorable llIembers again for the patient hearing they have
given me. Although SOllJe of my statements
may have been pretty dry, I have been to a
great deal of trouble putting the facts together. For the sake of honorable members,
the Under-Treasurer has done a great deal
to sim plify the forms of the accounts; and
] hope it will be easier for honorable menlbers tf) judge of the state of the finallces
than hitherto. 1 beg to moveThat a. sum not exceeding £756,100 be granted
to His Majesty for or towards defraying the
following services for the year 1906:7 :-Legislative Council, £200; Legislative Assembly,
£1,350; Parliamentary Standing Committee on
.Ha.ilways, £ 110; Victorian Parlimnental y Debates,
£630; The Library, £170; State Reading Room,
£2iO; Refreshment Rooms, £250; Puhlic Service
Commissioner, £200; Administrllotb'e and Scientific,
£6,~00; Government St&tist, £3,600; Police,
£48,tlOO; Penal Establishments and Gaols, £S,01O;
Hospitals for the Insa.ne, £2~,770; Neglected
Children and Reforma.tory Schools, £Ll,540;
Public Library, Museums, and National Gallery,
£3,880; Auditor-General, £2,030; Grants, £1,350;
Miscellaneous (Chief Secretary's Department),
£6,220; Education, £5,336; Do., £100,180;
Technica.l Schools, £3,376; Miscellaneous (Depa.rtment of Public Instruction), £408; Supreme
Court, £69~; La.w Officers of the Crown, £~, 774 ;
Crown Solicitor, £894; Prothonotary, ,£268; Master
in EquiC9' and Lunacy, £938; HegistrarGeneral and Registrar of Titles, £5,612.
Trade Marks, &c., £54; 8heriff, £4,804; Comptroller of Stamps, &c., £668: County Courts,
Courts of Insolvency, Courts of Mines, General and
Petty Sessions, £5,136; Police Magistrates and
Wardens, £3.232; Clerks of. Courts, £3,610;
Coroners, £1,520 ; Treasury, £4,~54; Income Tax,
£2,882; Curator of Estates of Deceased Persons,
£312; Government Printer, £7,912; Advertising,
£800; Gra.nt to Charita.ble Institutions, £30,000;
Transport. &c., £410; Unforeseen and Accidental
Expenditure, £1,000; Ca.rrillge of Agricultural
Produce, £2,500 ; Carriage of Coal, £100; Travelling Expenses, Governor, Members of Parliament,
&c., £800; Miscellaneous (Treasury Department),
£136; Survey, Sale, and l\Ianagement of Crown
Lands, £11,980; Public Parks, Gardens, and Reserves, £400; Botanical and Domain Cardens,
£1,820; Extirpation of Rabbits and Wild
Animals, £2,766 ; Closer .Settlement, £300;
Village Settlements and Labour Colonies,
£120; Miscellaneous (Lands Department), £2,250 ;
Public Works, £5,510; Ports and Harbors, £5,628;
Victorian Hailways Construction Branch, £444;
Miscellaneous (Public Works Department), £210;
Works and Buildings, £18,060; Road Works and
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Bridges, £3,000; Mines, £4,618; Testing Plants
and .Koriug, £3,100; Miscellaneous (Mines Depa.rtment), £1,474; Forest and Nurseries Branch,
1::3,550; Water Supply, £1,006; Waterworks in
Country Districts, &c , £2tiO; State Rivers and
Water Supply COlllmission, £10,800; Agriculture
Hnd Industries, £2,056; Diseases in Stock, £1,282;
Vegetation Diseases, £750; l\laffra Beet Sug&or
Factory, £8i4; Technic;!.1 Education, £2,650;
burnley School of Horticulture, &c., £400; Viticulture Industry, £60U; Development of Export
Trade, £400; 'Vyulla Irrigation Farm, £300;
Milk and Dairy Supervision, £1,372; Grants to
Agricultural Societies, £398; Miscellaneous (Department of Agriculture), £7,776; Public Health,
£3,948; Victorian Railways, £346,000; Miscellaneous (Victorian Railways), £2,000. Total,
£765,100.

Mr. PRE:N DERGAST said hesnpposed the
hOllorable gentleman would agree to the adjournment of the debate.
Mr. RENT said he wonld, but there was
nothing in the schedule to this Bill that
was contenf,ious.
Mr. PRI<~NDERGAST. - There are two or
three items about gaols.
Mr. BENT said there was nothing about the
works in connexion with the gaols, and the
items the honorable member referred to were
simply for the ordinary amount.s.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he understood
that the Premier agreed to the adjournmellt
of the debate upon the Budget, and that the
specific business was the passing of a Supply
Bill.
Mr. BEN1'.-For two months' supply.
Mr. P RENDERG AST said he desired to call
attention to the manner in which the Melbourne Tramway Company was runninl?: the
trams. He called the Premier's attention to
this before, and he had no doubt that the
honorable gentleman was gQing to act
in a wise direction.
The attitude that
the company had taken up in regard
to the public was deservin~ of the severest
condemnation.
In consequence of the
monopoly it had of the streets, it was time to
take intC' consideration the necessity of
adopting some means of compelling it to
carry out its obligations to the public. On
Friday night last, when children were
going horne late from the State Schools Exhibition, and So number of people \vere wa.iting
in 'Elizabeth-street for trams going in the
direction of North Melbourne and Brunswick,
they found that the last tram had been filled
up in Bourke-street, .and at least 100 men.
women, and children were compelled to walk
to their homes. Seeing that the company
had a monopoly of the street traffic, it must
be compelled to fulfil its obligations to the
public. A letter appeared in one of the newspapers on this matter this morning. On the
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last tram that went towards Brunswick
there must have been at le:1st 100 pas.
sengers over the legal number, and there
were three persons riding on the roof of the
tram.
When a football match took place at
the Carlton ground, anyone wishing to come
to Melbourne from that suburb had to
wait about three·quarters of an hour. On
one occasion he saw five traD.1S pass him on
coming into town to catch an early train, and
each one was crowded.
If the company
acknowledged its ina.bility to meet the traffic
we would know how to act. It had a monopoly
of the streets, and if it was to retain that monopoly it must be only on the condition that it
undertook to carry the whole of the traffic.
To leave people without the meaIlS of getting
to their hOOlle8, as the company did on .Friday
night, was nothing short of scandalous, and
prompt action should be taken to prevent
any recurrence of it. The company charged
various prices, and that wa" not legal. It was
required that there should he no difference
between the cash fares und tickets. The com·
pany issued tickets in return for the citizen's money, which earned interest for it,
whilst the money st,ood in the citizen's pockets
in the shape of paper. The company had
the money and the citizen had the paper. He
hoped the Premier would take some action to
meet the legitimate demands that the public
made on the company to carry out its obligations. The Premier promised to take action,
and he hoped the honorable !lentleman
would make these people toe t he marIe
""Ve heard a howl of dissent from the
company when the Government wanted
to run a tramway across one of the
company's lines. The company then wanted
to claim compensation, but Parliament insisted upon the rights of the State. Members
should now insist on making the company
carry the traffic. On Friday night he saw a
mother and father and six children walking
home as they could not get a tram, and they
had probably 4 miles to go at a late hour of the
night. The mother was carrying one child
on her back going north along Elizabeth·
street., the father was carrying a child in hi!
arms, and four children were hanging behind,
and one of them, a little girl, was cryiltg. It
was no argument to say tbat these people
should not be out so lfite. Jf this sort of
thing occurred on t.he Government railways
there was a howl in the press about it,and they
pointed to the Government and said, "Look at
the failure of Government enterprise." This
was a scandalous instttuce of the failure of
private enterprise, and it was for the sake of
saving a few shillings that it took place.

Tramway Traffic.

Mr. BENTsaid the honorable lUf'mber drew
his attention: some time ago to this matter,
and he had prepared and intended to send a
letter to the company drawing their at tentielil to the eomplaint.
Mr, HANNAH. -- The Chief Secrelary
promised me to do that months ago.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he wrote a.
letter and got a reply. He referred the file of
papers to the police to get evidence, and
also asked for the opinion of the Crown
Solicitor as to whether the Government
could pt'csecute for a breach of the corporation by-laws. This was what he undertook to
do in response to the application of the
honorable member for the Railways Service
(Mr Hannah). The company replied, stating
that they would put on more trams and do
everything they could to meet the traffic.
They pointed out that on the rail ways there
were times when the trains were overcrowded.
He forwarded the papers to the police to
get evidence as to the alleged overcrowding, and to take the opinion of the
Crown Solicitor, for he was not absolutely
certain as to whether the Governmen t could
prosecute, or whether the Melboul'lle Cor·
poration should do :50. He had not heard
since from the police as to what action they
took.
Mr. BENTsaid he understood that the leader
of the Opposition wished the Government to go
beyond wha.t had been done by the Chief
Secretary. He was not aware that the Chief
Secretary had taken any steps in the matter.
If the company did not do what was required,
some one else would bave to do it-was not
that what was meant?
Mr. PRENDERG.-\ ST.-Do you purpose going
into opposition to them?
Mr. GAUNSON said it seemed to be diffi(:nIt to understand the position taken up by
the honorable member for North Melbourne ....
Did not the same thing apply to the
Rail way Department ~
Mr. CULLEN.-The railways are as bad aR
the trams.
" Mr. GAUNSON said the honorable member
for North Melbourne was trying to make fish
of one and flesh of another. There was no
doubt there were times when the Melbourne
Tram way Company's trams were tremendollsly
ovp,rcrowded. Almost every day one could·
see it, but especially when there were football
matches attended by 30,000 people. On
sllch occasions we must expect frightful overcrowding.
On the electric tramway from
St. Kilda to Brighton the overcro~ding had
been so great that, at his time of life, he did
not care to travel on the lille, as he would
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have to enter into a gymnastic performance
with roughs or young WOll1Pll who were sometimes rougher than mell. '1'he overcrowding
on these trams had been something passin~
belief. "~as the honorable member for North
Mel bourne going to make fish of ~)Ile and
flesh of another ~
Mr. PRl<:xDERGAs'1'.-All should be treated
alike. They are at the cabmen now, and not
at the Jrramway Company.
)fr. GA UNSO~ said he would not object if
the honorable mem bel' attacked the Melbourne
Corporation, for there was all Augean stable
there that wanted cleaning out. He had had
his bellyful of c18aning out people lately.
If there was going to be allY H.oyal Commission in futUl'e, he wanted to see it properly
conducted.
Mr. MURRAY.-You want to be on it
yourself.
Mr. GAUNSON.-No, he could not afford
the time, and he would never be a party to
moving for the appointment of allY Hoyal
Commission to be selected from this House.
It was not fair to honorable members that
they should be engaged such an enormous
length of time, as they must be on flo H.oyal
Commission if they were to do any real substantial good. He did not seek for one
moment to say a word derogatory of the
members of the Police Commission. Thev
bad endeavoured to do their duty, and ihejT
were to be commended for such work as th!:'y
had done. rrheir recommendations, he was
sorry to say, had not resulted in anything up
to the present time, except the appointment
of thirty policemen instead of fifty as recommended, and the prosecution of a constable
and a detective officer, ,,,hom they might very
well have left alone.
An HONoRABLlc MEMBER.-What help did
you give them ?
Mr. GAUNSON.-"\Vhat help did· they
ask from him? On almost the last day they
sellt for hi1'n without having asked him for
any evidence he could give them. rrhe Police
Commissioners were really a pack of children
led by a pack of fools.
Mr. HANNAH said that, with respect to
the matter which-the leader of the Opposition
referred to, it was not with regard to the extraordinary tramway traffic that complaint was
made so much as it was with regard to
ordinary traffic. He himself complained, on
the last day of the meeting of tbi::; House
last session, with regard to the tl'affic on the
North Carlton line.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-The thing occurs
every day.

Tramway Traffic.

Mr. HANNAH.-Exactly, and he wished
to draw the attention of the Premier and the
Chief Secretary to the fact that, while this
matter was supposed to be in the hands of
the Hackm;y Carria.ge Committee of the City
Council to institute prosecutions for overloading the trams, nothing "'as done. This
overloading' was going on every day between
half-past five and half-past six o'clock.
There were plenty of mell ready to work, and
any amount of spare cars, yet the company
put the public to an immense a.monnt of inconvenience by the way the traffic was carried on.
This wa.s especially the case on
lines where there was no competition with
the railways. On lines where tbe railways
competed with the trams there were two
trams to everyone there was on lines on
which there was no competition. People
living in the suburbs had in many cases to
wait a great length of time before they
could find accommodation on a tram, and
many of the tram employ{os had to do three
or four times the work they should be asked
to do. He himself~ on going home ill the
tram at a quarter past six, saw one man who
had to collect some seventy-six fares. If
cabmen attempted to break the law ill the
way the tramway company were doing, t:hey
would be immediately prosecuted, and he saw
no reason why a company which had such a
monopoly as the tramway company possessed should nQt be required to comply with
the conditions of the law. The Chief Secretary stated that he had written to the company, but the same thing was going on still,
and if prosecutions were not initiated by the
Hackney Carriage Committee, he thought it
was the duty of the Chief Secretary to see
whether the company could not be compelled
to comply with the law.
Mr. BROMLEY remarked that there was
gref\t negligence shown either by the officers
of the tramway company or by the company
itself. rrbe question of overloading was one
of great importance to cabmen, particularly
in the North Carlton district, where there
were a very large number of cabs-he supposed the largest number in any district
aruund Melbourne. During certain hours of
the day the trams were overloaded to a very
great extent. He did not say that it was
the duty of the Government to interfere in
the matter, because the Government had
already given those powers to the city
council, but he certainly thought it was the
duty of the Government to see that the city
council performed their duty in the matter,
On every tram car there was a notice stating
how many persons the car was entitled to
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O&rry, both on the carriage, on the platforms,
and on the dummy; but it was the commonest thing possible to see every portion of a
cal' overcrowded. • He himself had had to
wait three quarters of an hour before he
could get a tram, when the football match
was about to take place between Carlton a.nd
South Melbourne, on the Carlton cricket
ground,
Mr. ELMSLIE.-I had to walk. I could not
get a tram at all.
Mr. BROMLEY said that, upon tha.t ocoasion, be saw persons standing on the sides
of the tram, and at the back of the tram.
Mr. PRBNDItRGAsT.-Every tram had 100
over its proper number.
Mr. BROMLEY.-And yet no prosecution ever took place in the most flagrant
case of overloading by a. tram. The city
council were condemned all over the eity
of Melbourne for their management of the
traffic, not only as regarded trams, but as
relaxded cabs, bicycle~ and other vehicles.
The council seemed to be inert, or asleep
altogether to the requirements of the public.
Sir SUt:UBL GILLO'l"l'.-A great force of
police would be required to prevent people
from rushing the trams on such an occasion
a.~ the football match mentioned by the
honorable member.
Mr. BROMLEY said there ought to have
been more trams.
Sir S.Ut:URL GILLO'I'T.-! understand there
were a very large number of trams on that
occasion.
Mr. BROMLEY said there was not an
exceptional number as far as he could see.
He noticed, however, that there was a City
Council officer watching every cab, and if a.
cab was Gverloaded the driver would have
been prosecuted. The trams, however, were
allowed to load just as they liked. He did
not know that the Government could take
&ny immediate action in the matter; but, as
tbe Chief Secretary was a member of the
City Council, he might bring under the
notioe of the council the manner in which
they were neglecting the traffic of the city.
At times ic. was impossible for a.n ordinary
oitizen tQ cross the street owing to the want
of regulation in the traffic of different
vehicles, trams, motor-cars, bicycles, and
cabs. Seeing that complaint had been made
frequently against the Tramway Company,
he would like the Premier to call the attention of the City Council to the matter. If
the honorable gentleman did not do that, at
a.ny rate the Chief Secretary, as a member
of the council, could bring it directly under
the council's notice.

Tramway Traffic.

Mr. MURRAY remarked that those honorable members who were not privileged to
find their way home in private carriages or
motor-cars had frequently to avail themselves of the use of the trams. It was
not necessary to go beyond their own
personal experience to bring home to them
the inertia of the l.'ramway Company. At
one time we were rather proud of the trams,
which were then up to the requirements of
the times, but they had since fallen la.mentably behind. What was required was more
trams at a considerably increased speed. The
trams were painfully slow-too slow even for
Geelong. An honorable member got in at
the corner of Pelham-street, expecting, perhaps, to catch a train at Prinoe's-bridge
within about a quarter of an hour. The
tram went along at a moderate speed until it
reached Bourke-street, where there was
frequently a tantalizing delay. Not only did
the tram wait until it filled up, but waited
until it was more than full. After all the
seating accommodation had been taken up,
if the conductor saw people coming along
from the theatre, he waited until all the
standing room was occupied before the tram
moved. He (Mr. Murray) thought the com..
pany were really guilty of a breach of faith, or
a breach of contract, which was impliedly made
with every passenger who got on the tram.
A passenger who paid for his seat really paid
for a comfortable seat, and it was nots
carrying out its contract for the company to
crush its passengers together. Of oourse,
when one went to Sydney one was somewhat
alarmed at the rate at which the trams went
along the streets there. He (Mr. Murray)
ventured· to think that in the course
of a generation or so Sydney would have the
spryest population to be found in any part of
the world.
Mr. DOWNWARD.-They have killed seventy
people there already.
Mr. MURRAY said he thought they killed
about seventy in the first week that the
present trams were running. Of course he
would not care to have such Juggernauts in
Melbourne, but still the trams here ran altogether too slow. He did not think the 'J.'ramway Company was alive to its own interests,
and he believed the G(wernment could
run the tram service better than th&
company was doing. Imagine the company
being in existence during all these years,.
and yet not having sectional fares.
He supposed that Melbourne was fllrther
behind in that respect than any city of
similar size in any part of the world. The
public ought to make a demand, a.nd
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Parliament should insist upon it, that the
company should in the very spirit, and not
merely ill the letter, carry out the conditions
laid down in the Act of Parliament under
which the company was working. He believed it rested with Parliament, if it chose
to de» so, to take certain steps. It would be
incumbent, if the company did not mend its
ways, for Parliament to take these steps, but
he was hopeful that if the matter was placed
fairly before the men who managed the company-and he believed they were regarded as
capable men of bnsine:ss-they would see that
it was in their own interests to properly
accommodate-to reasonably accommodate,
at any rate-the travelling public. The compa.ny had a great privilege in having a
monopoly of the roads. He did not altogether
believe in the view that it would he possible
for any company to provide for the exceptional demands t.hat were created when there
was a great football match for instance. That
would be ont of tile question; bn t, at all events,
the public had a right to get reasonable
convenience under ordinary circumiitances.
At the present time they did not get that
convenience. Even when there were very
few passengers on the trams the delays had
become simply irritating. He got on to a
tram the other day. and it must have stood
ten minutes within a distance of 50 yards.
He did not think it worth while to ask the
conductor why he stopped.
He thought
probably the conductor would think it an
impertinen t question.
Mr. SANGS'l'Eu.-One of t.he rules is that
they must not be ahead of time.
Mr. MURRAY said that the car he
ref~rred to must have been very much ahead
of time on that occasion. After he had
boarded it it stopped for several minutes
before it crossed the street, and then there
'Was a further stoppage of nearly ten minntes
afterwards. Melbolll'l1c ought ~o have a
proper tramway service, and long ago it
occnrred to him when cabmen were fined for
carrying over the statutory number, that the
greatest o'ffeuders in that respect were the
trams. Sometimes overcrowded trams wonld
be seen, and cabs g()ing along the same road
with very few passengers in them. If the
trarns were compelled to carry no more than
the number allO\ved under the law, it certainly would be a very good thing for the
cabmen.
Mr. DOWKWARD.-It would punish the
passengers.
Mr. .M LJRRAY said he WCl)\lld punish the
·tramway company forovercrowdingwhen there
,were other means of carrying ljhe passengers.

Tramway Traffic.

He did not see why the cabmen should not
be allowed to get a few fares by compelling the tramway company to comply with
the law. The public really had a right to
look for a better service than they were
getting at present from tbe company.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he wished to
say a word or two as to the Rtoppage of tramcars in the streets. At present the tramway
oompany regulated their own traffic in the
streets, and apparently had power to do so.
They had their own men at the points, and
took no notice of the police, yet it was the
duty of the police to regulate the tram
traffic, and not to allow it to be regulated by
anyone else. Section 46 of the Tramways
Act providedNothillg in this Act shall limit the powers of the
local authority or the police in any district to
regulate the passage of any traffic along or across
any road along or across which the tramway is
laid down, and such authority or police may
exercise their authority as well on as off the
tramway, and with respect as well to the traffic of
the company as to the traffic of other persons.

Sir SAMUEL GlI~LOT'l'.-It says "may.;'
Mr. PRENDEH.GAST said that in a case
of this kind" may" meant "shall."
These
trami:l had no more right to stand in the
street than any other vehicle.
The police
would llot allow hawkers to stalld in Swanstonstreet, and they would not allow a cab to
stand more than a certain distanl'e away
from the pavement, and yet no objection
was made to the trulH-cars standing at the
street corners us long as they pleased, when
the traffic should be kept moving in order to
facilitate passage through the streets. The
tramway company, he believed, had the
right to prevent vehicles with flanged wheels
from using the streets, but they had no
right t.o fl. monopoly of the traffic further
than was necessary for the convenience of
the public. So far as the electric tramway
was concerned, there was no doubt that it
had been overcrowded, but that line had just
started the carrying of the traffic, and since
then it had endeavoured to promote public
convenience by adding nflW cars, and by
putting trailers on to each car. The duplication of the liue was also being discus$ed.
It, might be said in connexion with the electric tramway to Brighton that a great number of people had rushed the cars on Sundays
out of mere cnriosity, but that could not be
said of the other line. People were continually complaining of the inconvenience to
which they were put by the tramway company and writing letters to the press, but the
inconvenience occurred so frequently that
they got tired of complaining.
He was
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Flood at Footscray.

prepared to take the word of the Chief up, and then he would no longer be of any
Secretary that. he \Va::; lllquiring into the use to anyone.
Mr. LEMMON said he desired to take
matter to prevent overcrowding, and also
the word of the Premier that he would insist this opportunity of drawing attention to the
on the cornpany doing its duty to the public, considerable amount of loss wbich had been
caused by the unfortunate flood at Footscray
Or else there would be opposition to it.
Nt r. GAUNSON observed that he had not on Sunday night and Monday morning. A
hea.rd one word said to-night in favollr of thE' number of poor people were involved in the
poor horse. It ha.d struck him that when he matter. Where people were Ii ving along the
was speaking before he might have dea.lt more river bank the flood came up and destroyed
harshly with the Corporation than they de- a considerable amount of their furniture, and
served, beca.use it was quite possible that in many of them were in danger of losing their
preventing the overcrowding of cabs they had lives. Not only was furniture destroyed, but
in mind the overloading of the horse, rather a quantity of other goods was also lost. This
than the overcrowding of the passengers. was due not only to the flood water, but to
That eould not apply, however, to the tram the slimy deposit it left behind. There was
ca.rs.
the case of Mr. Delahunty, whose house and
Mr. ELMSLIE.-They ')verwork the men on furniture were completely wrecked, and also
the tram lines.
the case of a lIlan named Hendel'son, who
~Ir. GAUNSON said it was not a question
lost his furniture and other goods, in addition
of overworking the men. Where a tram line to which he had the misfortune to lose his
·was concenled, llothing but rope power was mother this week. The people of Footscray
used, so that there was no over weighting of were taking into consideration the q uestioD
of relief, and he understood that the Mayor
horses.
~Ir. PRENIlERGAsT.-That is not the ques- of Footscray was considering the desirabletion, because even in a cab the capacity of ness of raising a public subscription. He
some cabs will allow for six pass(:lngers, while (Mr. Lemmon) thought that it was reason~
others are only allowed to carry three. ]f able in a case of this kind to look to the
you put four in a. cab tbat should only carry Government for some slight financial assistthree you are overcrowding, but it is not a ance. There was a number of poor people
question of the horse in that instance.
in Footscray who could Hot afford to subMr. GAGNSON said that it might IDe. !fa scribe to assist their unfortl.1llate fe11owthin man, sneh as the honorable member for Citizens.
He wished to appetl.l to the
Carlton, were to get iuto a cab, which already Treasurer to give sympathetic consideration
had its proper number of passengers, it would to any request that might be made to him.
not very much matter, but if a man of weight He believed that an appeal would be made to
like the Premier were to get in, it would the Treasurer for some assistance. I nthe case
, mat.ter very much.
of the bnsh fires the Government rightly
~fr. PRItNDERGAsT.-The same
thing came to the assistance of men who lost their
wonld occur in a tramca.r.
homes or property, alld he thought that
Mr. GAUNSON said that in that case it these poor people in and about Footscray had
only affected the strain on the rope.
He an equal claim on the Government.
•
could not help taking the opportunity of
Mr. GAUNsON.-Are you going to confine
twitting the honorable member for .North your philanthropy to Footscray or will you
Melbourne, because, while he said that the extend it all over the State?
electric line between St. Kilda and Brighton
Sir SAMUEL Gn.LOTT.-It might be poswas a gigantic success, he put it down to the sible to make a portion of the Bnsh Fires
novelty of the concern, as if that accounted Fund available for this purpose.
for the desire to reduplicate the line.
He
Mr. LEMMON said he wished to give a
(Mr. Gaunson) was glad to find that the word of praise to the valuable services ren. ...
honorable member admitted that tbe electric dered by the police in connexion with the
line to Brighton was a grea,t suc~ess.
flood at Footscray. )f it had not beeu for
Mr. PRENDERGASl'.-You are wise after the efforts
of Sergeant Jones and
the event.
Constables Hargreaves and Sims there
Mr. GAUSSON said he never found t.e wonld have been great loss of human life.
honorable member do otherwise .that} object By risking their own lives and rendering
to Ilseful public measures. He thought the splendid assistance the police had been able
honorable member would still stand there, to save a number of people who might otherand that there wouM be the same perpetual wise have been drowned. in conseqnence of
~mile upon his face until he turned his t~es this unfortunate flood.
He sincerely hoped
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the Premier would see the wisdom of
giving any request made to him in connexion
with this matter his favorable consideration,
and, if possible, his practical support.
Mr. KEOGH stated there had been a
good deal of grumbling to-night about the
tra.m service, and the over-crowding of the
trams.
He wished to call the attention of
the Minister of Railways to the fact that
there was a great deal of over-crowding in
the railway carriage~, especia,lly un the
Brighton line, between five and six o'clock
every evening.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOT'I'. - The Toorak line
is as bad.
Mr. KEOGH said that on the line he
travelled on people often had to stand up in
the carriages.
The other evening when he
was going borne two or three gentlemen
crowded into the compartment. He ventured
to suggest that they might find room in some
other carriage, but they said they had
tried, and that there was llO room in any
other part of the traiu. One man said, "I
will stand here; some one will get out very
soon."
That man was going to North
Brighton. No Olle got out at Richmond or
at :::;onth Yarra, and the train went on from
station to station unt.il it rea.ched Elsternwick without anybody getting out. That
mall then looked round and said "Good
Lord, have not any of you people any
homes 1 " Noone got out. It was no worse
on the suburban lines than on the Gippsland
lines. When coming to the Show several
passengers had to stand while the train
travelled 20 or 30 miles, and some had
to stand nearly all the way irom Sale to
Melbourne. He hoped the Minister of Hailways would take notice of this matter, and if
he took any action in regard to the tram
service that he would also take action ill
counexion with the railways, and see that
the passengers got proper accommodation.
Mr. BEN'r remarked that, with regard to
the statement of the honorable member for
WiIJiamstOwn, of course, if there were any
cases such as the honorable member indicated,
it would be the duty of the Government. to
assist as they had done in other instances.
Sit· SAMUEL GILLOT'l'.-'l'here will be a
number of cases no doubt.
Mr. GAUNSON said he presnmcd the
premise of the Premier would not be confined to the one locality.
Sir SAMUEl. GILLO'lvl'.-Of course, not.
The honorable member for 'Williamstown did
not expect it would.
The motion was agreed to, and the resolution was reported to the House and adopted.

A djourn'ment.

"\V AYS AND :MEAN~.
The House having resolved itself into
Committee of Ways and Means,
Mr. BENT movedThat, towards making good the supply granted
to His Majesty for the service of the year 1906-7,
the sum of £756,100 be granted out of the Consolida.ted Revenue of Victoria.

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution was reported to the House.
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE BILL.
(No.3.)
The resolution passed in Committee of
Vvays and Means was considered and
adopted.
Authority having been given to Mr. Bent
and Mr. Swinburne to introduce a EiH to
carry out the resolution,
Mr. BENT brought up a Bill "to apply
out of the Consolidated Uevenue the sum of
£ 756,100 to the service of the year 1906· i,'1
and moved that it be read a first time.
'rhe motion was agreed to.
The Bill wa!3 then read a first time, and
afterwards passed through its remaining
sttlges.
ADJOURNMENT.
FACTORIES (EMPLOYMENT Ol? CHINESE) BILL.
-EMPLOYES IN RAILWA y GOODS SHIms.

Mr. BENT movedTha.t the House do now adjourn.

Mr. ELMSLIE said he knew the Premier
had undergone a rather severe ordeal
to-night, but it was not very late, and 80S"
there was important business on the paper,
and as the Huuse could yet sit a couple of
hours, an endeavour might be made to get
on with the Factories (Employment of
Chinese) Bill. He would ask the"Chief ~ec
retary whether that could not be dune.
That Bill had been looked forward to
very anxiously by a large section of
the House. Europeans were decreasing in
numbers in the trade concerned, arId, as the
timo was available, tho House might go on
with the Bill.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member
forgets that all business has been postponed.
Mr. ELMSLIE said he had said what he
wanted to say.
Mr. SOLLY remarked that he desired to
draw the Premier's attention to a statement
that appeared in the Herald newspaper of
last Saturday. The statemer.t was mo.'3t incorrect and misleading to the public. Thtlt
paper stated that, 011 the strength of an
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article which appeared in the Herald, calling and 1 p.m.; and this, while. not entirely republic attention to the task system in the moving the trouble which, for the reasons stated
it is impracticable to overcome, will, I am hopeful'
goods sheds, he (Mr. Solly) w"ent to lihe sheds give
'
some measure of relief.-Yours fa.ithfully,
and coustituted hitllSelf secretary to the men.
W. FITZPATRICK, Commissioner.
That was a decided mistake, and he hoped
R. H. SQlly, Esq., M.L.A_, 9 Bowen-street,
the Premier would do him justice by correct- Richmond.
ing it. J f the Rail ways Commissioners made
that statement, the statement was false. 'He knew that the men in the goods sheds
Almost the same report appeared in the had been receiving- very bad treatment, and
A"gus of yesterday, and, commenting on that, he did not fill up time, as the Premier interthe Premier sa.id that was not the course jected last week, in speaklng about this
which should be followed. He would point matter. He was really filling up time, howout to honorable members tha.t in connexion ever, in a very go"od way in trying to rectify
with that matter he had received a. letter some of the grievances the railway men
from the Railways Commissioners. It was were labouring ~1l1der. The meu ill the
absolutely incorrect to say that he had con- goods sheds were not his conbtituents,
stituted himself secretary to the men. He but he recognised that when any intook up this question no less than six months justice was perpetrated by one section
ago. This was proved by the followin~ commu- of the community on another section, it was
nica.tion which he had received from Mr. his duty, as far as possible, to remedy that
'l'ait himself, as would be seen by the injustice, and it was for that renson that he
had pointed out these men's grievances.
date ; Commissioners' Office,
The men said to him that they had no organiMelbourne,
zation, and he replied at once that they
8th March, 1906.
ought
to form
an organization,
beDea.r Sir,
In l'eply to your letter of yesterday I have to say cause if they did so they would . have
tha.t if the casual wOl'kers in the goods sheds have some power behind them to see that the
a.ny repreeentatiolls to make to the Department the Railways Commissioners dea.lt fairly with
proper course for them to follow is to make writ.ten
a.pplica.tion to the Superintendent of Melbourne them. 'l'he result was that he was requested,
Goods for 90n interview with 1he General Superin- by a unanimous vote, to ask the Railways
tendent of Tra.n.sportation, who is the heaQ of their Commissioners to receive a deputa.tion from
branch, specifying the 111.a.tters which they desire to them. This was refused.
The men then
. discuss with him. If after this interview they are
not satisfied with the rnlings of the General instructed him to write to Mr. Jones, the
Superintendent of Transportation in respect of head of the Transportation Branch, and Mr.
theee matters, and deaire to appeal to the Commis- Jones replied that he (Mr. Solly) would
sioners, and will make written application for an have to ask whether the officer over the
interview with us through the head of their branch, goods sheds would permit of that beiog done.
we will be glad to a.rrange to meet them.-Yours
Fancy in a British community asking such a
faithfully,
thing, that one Government servant should
THOS. TAIT, Chairman.
R. H. Solly, Esq., )of. L.A., Bowen-street, Rich- allow another Government servant to state
his grievances to the Commissioners or the
mond.
He received anot.her Jetter on the 12th head of his branch! This was the action he
March, dealing with the matters of complaint took six months before the Iferald ever
W'"hen the
in ('onnexion with the goods sheds that were thought a.bout such a thing.
Ra.il
ways
Commissioners
told
the
Minister
under consideration at that time. The letter
that he constituted himself as secretary, it
is as follows ; was either a deliberate lie or a misrepresentaCommissioners' Office,
tion of the actual facts. The men appointed
Melbourne,
12th March, 1906.
him as their secretary, not as a Member of
Dear Mr. Solly,
Parliament at all, but as a private individual
Adlerting to your interview on the 24th ultimo
The
regarding the inconvenience caused to casual to try to get justice on their behalf.
ha.nds waiting at the Melbourne goods shed whole of the correspondence went to prove
in the hope of obtaining employment, I have his statement exactly.
He hoped the
had the matter ioquiL'ed into, and find that Premier would do him jushice by sayin~ that
hitherto it has beeu the custom for the bulk of the
casual ha.nll.s to report at 8 a. m. and 1 p. m_, but the statement he was now making was
He did not want any misleacling
owing to the fiucttla.ting cha.racl er of the work, and correct.
the rushes which a.rise, it has frequently been statement to go abroad that he desired to
necessa.ry to put men on a.t other times. To take credit for doing something he had no
mimimize the inconvenience you complain of, the
regular hours of selecting hands have been altered hand in. He did not desire anybody to stigto the following, viz. :-7.45 a.'n., 10.45 a.m., matize him as an individual who was trying to
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cause strife or to constitute himself as s@mething that he was not.
He made this
explanation to the House in order that the
House and the public might do him justice.
Mr. BENT observed that he was informed
as had been stated, but he thought the
honorable member had a perfect right, after.
the explan.ation that had been. given, to take
up the case of these men. He was exceedingly sorry if he had made any statement
that would have the effect of cansing the
honorable member any inc~nvelliellce, or
anything of that sort. The honorable member had a perfect right in the circnmstances
to take the part. he did. He did not see
why the honorable member should not have
done so.
Mr. GAUN~ON observed that he was not
prepared to say that the Railways Commis·
sioners were perfectly wrong if they made
the statement as reported, and he would teU
honorable members why. There was a large
body of men in the Publio Senice whom he
did not represent, just in the same way as
the honorable member for the Railways
Service (Mr. Solly) did not represent ther.~
If the representatiyes of the ~tate servants
took upon thflir shoulders the responsibility
of actiug for these men, who had their
various memb€rs aronnd the whole Honse
to look after their interests, they could IlOt
wonder at it if they occasionally got lheir
noses pulled. A word in season wonld do no
harm.
The motion ,",'as agreed to.
The House adjourned at thirteen minutes
to ten o'clock.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, September 12, 1906.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half· past
fOllr o'clock p.m.
COAL COMMISSION.
COAl.. Ml~EUS \V AGES

BOARD.

Mr. LEMMON asked the Chief Secretary
if he would inform the J-louse when the
Governmeut purposed giving effect to the
unanimolls recommendation of the BOJal
Commission upon the Coa.l Industry to provide a Wages Board to determine the labour
conditions for the coal miners of the State 1
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The recommendations of the Commission, which are of

State Schools Exhibition.

a very far-reaching character, have already
been considered by the Cabinet. We have
not eome to a decision as to whether they
shall be adopted or not, but if they were
adopted special legislation would be necessary; and, having regard to the amollut of
Government bnsiness on 0111' pro~ramrne,
either as to Bills ..vhieh have already beeu
circulated, or as to Bills which we are under
promise to introduce this session, we feel
that it is hardly possible to introd uee such
special legislation this !:lession. We have not
a.bsolutely decided as yet. but that was the
view taken at our last eu,binet meeting.
Mr.LEMMoN.- You have promised to amend
the Factories Act for the bread carters.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The honorable
member will see that in this case one of the recommendations of the Commission is that a
minimum wage shall be fixed. The Commission does not leave it t·o a '\Vages Board, but
starts by recommending that a minimum
wage of a certain amount shall be absolutely
fixed. There are so many other recommendations as to conditions of working and 80 on,
that I feel it would require a special Act to
deal with the nport.
Mr. LEMMON.-It could be included in the
amending Mines Bill.
Sir SAMUEL GILLO'rT.-Of course, having regard also to gold miners and others, it
opens up a very large q uestioll. rrhe matter
might perhaps be introduced iII theBil1 referred
to by the honorable member, but I am not in a
position to say whether the GO\'ernment will
do so. It is more a matter for the Minister
of Mines. I feel, however. that it could
not be brought under the Wtl.ges Board provisions of the Factories aud Shops Act in its
present form.
Mr. LEMMoN.-That is the real intention
of the Commission. The reply is very U11satisfactory.
STATE SCHOOLS EXHIBITION.
Mr. BENT observed that the Honse had
provided a Itlt of money to get np the great
exhibition of State school work now being held
in the Exhibition Bnildiugs. He noticed that
one of the papers to-day ~said that instead of
concluding his Budget speech last night with
a peroration he simply referred to the Agricultural Society and to the Exhibition. He
looked lIpon the 1<:xhibition as the greatest
peroration he could have given. He now invited honorable members, not only of this
House, that found the money, but also of another place, to be kind enough to attend the
Exhibition to-morrow. He believed that
tickets were now being printed, and he very
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35.~1, 3621 , 362 1), 36 30 , 3693, 36<)8.
Goulbllrn Levees, 4J4S.
Governor's Speech, J8~.
Tmpr~ved Small Holdings Hill. 1iC)2, .1iC)7.
JuvenIle Smoklllg' Prevention Rill, IIil, IIi 6 ,
Ili 8.

Licensing Bill, 3 88 5, .'V138, 3 CJ,1C), J()41,
JI).q, 31)4(1, 31)5 1 , .NS2, 1()S8. 40 52 ,
4°64·
T.ifts Re!:!ulation Bill, g4C), 8SI.
Limitation of Actions Bill. 1644, 1645.
Muldon Rates Hill (~o. 2). Jii4.
Marriage .A.ct Further Amendment Bill,
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment

3C)43,

405i,

4 04 6 .
Bill,

4I~6.

Money Lenders Bi!l, 1814.
Muniripal Endowment Hill, IOq2, 1008.
Police Offences Acb; Amendment Bill, 223c),
2247·
Queensland Fruit Fly. 26C)2.
Salaries in Public Service, 4145.
Stock Diseases (Tn"pection Fees) Bill, 3160,
3i 81 .
Surplus H.e\·enue Hill, 1362.
Water Supp~' Loans Application Rill, 361 5,
369°'

J. M. (Ml'lb. PY(J'1I.)
the President, 1045.
Ad iOllrnments of the House, 4 g , 8.~q, 18o:;,
2890, 3166, 33~O. 38C)~, ]C)6q, 407C)·
Adult Suffrage Hill, .1144, 3150.
Appropriation Bill, 40~6, 4077, 40i8, 4140,
4 1 46.
nendigo Water SupplY, 38i8.
Hoilers Inspection Bill, 2888, 3081, 30()0,

DAVIES, Hon.
Ab~ence of

.10f)T,

.10'1'>.

~on'.

TIcwhone"ghllrk

Dill'; ilIo.

Timber

Reserve

Revocation

Hon. J. M. (col1tinued)Case of Detective Fryer, 3074.
Children's Courts Bdl, 158, 443, 6°3, 627,
9 84, 9 85, 986 , 98i, 9 88 , g8g,Q9 0 , 994, 995.
996 , 99i, 99 8, 9C)9, 1000, 1001, 1002, 1003,
1490 , 14<)1, 149 2 , 1816, 3704, 3i05, 37 06 ,
4 0 47, 4 0 4 8 .
China :Naval Contingent, 441.
Cluse of the SesslOll, 4178.
Companies Act 18yb Amentlment Bill, 4170.
Companie:; Law Further Amendment lEll,
1974, 222i·
Consolidated Revenue Application Bill, 387Y,
4 04Sl, 4050.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (~o. I), 15c), 161,
16 4.
Cunsolidated Revenue Bill (:~o. 2), 421, 438,
440, 44 1, 44 2 , 443·
Consolidated 'Revenue Bill (Ko. 3), 1379.
Conso!idated Revenue Bill (No·4), 24°3,
24 23, 24 24.
COllsoEd:tled Revenue Hill (No·5), 3144,
3 1 55.
Coode ('anal Impw\'ement \Yorks, IS!).
Crown (;rants Bill, 1480, 1634, 1636, 1637,
16 38 , 3i03·
Crown Law Department Messengers, 40i7,
4 1 46 .
Doncaster Cool Stores, 4140.
Drainage Areas Act 1905 Amendment Bill,
1480, 148 9, 1490, 18oi·
Election of Mr. Harwood as Fnofficial Leader
of the House, 20.
Entrance to Parliament House Grounds, 20.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,

D.-\\'[ES,

4 1 77.

Federal Elections Polling Day Silting of
House, 332.1; Posting of Returns, 3681.
Fisherm:1n's Bend Improvement "'orks, ISq·
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill,
41 i 2 •
Furnittue Trade-Arr)ications for Overtime
Permits, 1083.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 30io, 30il, 30i3,
3 166 , 3.124, 33.1 6 , ,1,).';8, .143 0 , 34.11, 3412,
3S 01 ,
.lS02,
~~O'l.
3So.C;,
3433,
35 06 ,
3s o i, 35 0 9, 35 10 , 35 11 , 35 12 , 35 16 , 35 1 i'
~S2I, 3'=;29, 353 0 , 3S3 1, 3535, 3."3 6 , 3S37,
3618, 3619, 3621, 1622 , 362 3, 362 4, 362 .1;"
~62(), .16,0, 1611, 76 n,. 1074, 7676, 707~638, 36 30, ~640, 16c)4, ~6C)5, 36 97, 6(;8;
36 qC), 17 01 , 37 02 , 3i 0 3, 37 6 5.
Coldfields Maps, 2403·
C:overnor's Speech, 18i.
ImJHovement of Crown Lands, 159·
Income Tax Bill, 1084, 1365, 13il, 13i2, 1374,
13i5, 13i 6 , 13i 8.
Inter-State Conference, 180S, 1c)74.
Jubilee of Responsible Government 2866,
28j6, 28qo, 34°1; Congratulations of Anglican Church Congress, 306<).
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 839, 10°4,
I I 65, IIi 5, IIi i , I 17 q, I I 80.
Licensing Bill, .1801, 3868 , 38 i 6 , 38 i7, 38 j8,
,18j(),3880, 3881, .1882, .<S8~, 3 884, 3886 ,
~888, }88q, 3890, 3 8 9 2 , 38 93, 38<)i, 393 8 ,
3939, 3940 , 394 1 , 70 4 2 , 3944, 3945, 3946 ,
3949, 395 0 , 39S 1, 3C)5 2 , 3953, 3C).14, 3955,
3956, 3C)Si, 3960, .Vjb2, ,1C) 6 3 , 3C)6 4, 396 ,:;,
3q66, .1Q6i, 3q68, woo, 4 0 q, 4 0 "4, 40".~,
061 , 4°63, 4 06 4, 4 162 ,
40.17, 4059, 4060,
416 ..~, 4164. 4 16 5, 4 166 , 4 16 i, 4 168 , 4 169,
4 l i o , 41iI.
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DAVIES, Hon. J. M. (continued)Lifts H.eguiation Hill, 848, 849, 850, S51,
85 2, 4044.
Limitation of Actions Bill, 1481, 1641, 1643,

1645, 4 1 7i, 4 1 78 .
Loan Acts Amendment Bill, 3537, 3597, 359S,

377 1 .
Maldon Rates Bill, 26f10, 3163.
Maldon Rates Bill (No.2), 3144, 3771.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Dill, 1481,
1640 , 164 1, 3160, 3161, 3 162 , 3401 , 4045.
Milliners Wa£es Board, 844.
Mines Ventilation-Dr. Summons' report, IOS3.
Mining Accidents, 3323.
Money Lenders Bill, 1481, IS07, ISIO, ISI3,
181 4, 1816, 37 08 , 3i09, 37 10 , 37 11 , 3712,
·40 4 S.

Municipal Endowment Bill, 1004, 1084, 1096,
1097, 1098 .
Opium Smoking Ploh~bition Act ~90S Amendment Biil, 3, 43 2, 434, 435, 43 6, 43S.
·Parliament Refreshment Rooms, 438.
Personal Explanation, 4146.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 1991,
2228, 223i, 2243, 2244, 2245, 2246, 224i,
2248.
Printers and N eWS1>apers Act 1895 Amendment BiH, 4148, 41::.3.
Public Meetings Regulating Bill, 3401 , 3707.
,Queensland Fruit Fly, 26c)J.
.
Railway Dcpartment-Acco'!nts, 442; gra~Ulties, 443; Infenor Carnages on BendIgo
Special· Train, 856; Sunday Labo~lI and
Sunday Goods Trains, 2691; Overtime of
Locom'otive Enginemen ancl Cleaners, 2692,
2876; Accident Compensation and Insurance
~oneys, 3868.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3537, 3599,
3600, 3601 , 3602 , 360 3.
Railway Loan Bill, 3.137, 3598, 3599.
Railwavs Audit Bill, 1633, 1806, 1807.
Resign;tion of Hon, H, "'. H. Irvine, 1639.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 603,
69 1, 70 7, 708 , 709.
.
Sessional Arrangements
Appomtment of
Standing Committees, 432; Days and Hourr.
of Sitting, 43 2 , 3166, 3359-, 34 02 , 2897,
, 396 9.
South Africa Contingents Pensions Act 1905
Amendment Bill, 2403, 2693.
Standing- Orders Committee's Report, 984,
1084.
St. James' Church Lands Bill, 3936, 4147.
St. Kilda and Brig-hton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1806, 1974, 1984, 1985,
lQ86. 1987, 2248.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 3775.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1154, 1357, 1365.
Trust Funds Act 1897 Further Amendment
Bill, 3359, 361 7.
Trustee~ La",: Amendment Bill, 421, 627, 629,
630 ; 63 1 .
.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 33 2 3, 3683, 3684, 3685,
3686 .
tTnderwriting of Local Loan, 440.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 26 90 ,
316~, 3 16 5, 3 166 , 404~.
Victorian Loans Redemption and Conversion
Bill, 1004, 100q, II04, II05.
Voting by Post Bill, 4079, 4147.
WalhaHa Railwav, 160. 161.
\Yater Supply L'oans Application Bill, 34.11,
360 3, 360 S, .360q, ':2610, 36II, 3613, 3686 ,
368 7, 368 8, 368 9, 369 2 .
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DAVIES, Hon. J. M. (continued)Waterproof Clothing Makers Wages Board,
198 7·
Waterworks Land Sales Bill, 3359, 3801,

3802 •
Widows and 'Young Children \Maintenance
Bill, 4 0 72, 4 0 74, 1075, 4171, 4178.
Wife Beating, 2227.
Wire··netting Manufacture at Pentr!dge, 4146.
''':omen's Suffrage Bill, II55.
Divisi'ons-In the House-On Mr. McLellan's
amendment on motion for second reading of
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill to omit "now" and insert "this day
six'months," 1II3; on Mr. Harwood's
amendment on motion for second reading of
Women's Suffrage Bill, to omit" now" and
insert" this day six months," II62; on Dr.
Embling's amendment to substitute "Tuesday next" for" to-morrow," in ~r. Davies'
motion "that the second readmg of the
Gami:tg Suppression Bill be made an order
of the day for to-morrow," 3073; on Mr.
Harwood's amendment O'n motion for second
readin a of Adult Suffrage Bill, to omit
" now ~ and insert "this day six months,"
3154; on Mr. Sternberg's motion f?r adjournment of deb~te on. second readmg n£
Gaming SuppressIon BIll, 3358;. on Mr.
Melville's
amendment on
motion
for
adoption
of
report
from
Con:mit~ee
on
Water
5upnly
Loans
ApphcatlOn
Bill, 3692; on Mr:- Harwood's amendm~nt
on motion for second readin~ of Factones
(Employment of Chin~se) Bil~, to om~~
" now" and in~ert "tIus day SIX months,
3800; on Mr. Sachse's motiolD. that C.ouncil
agree to resolution in favour of creatlOn of
Carriage Builders Vlages B03:rd, 41?2; on
1fr. Davies' motion for CounCil to .dlsakree
with Legislative Assembly's amendmen~ on
Council's amendment in clause 75 of LIcensing Bill, 4166.
Divisions - In Committee - On Mr. Brown's
amendment in Mr. Davies' amendment on
clause 4 of Children's Courts Bill, 994; on
Mr. Harwood's amendment in clause 21 of
same Bill, 1003; on Mr. Rees' new clause
re adverse possession in Limitation of Actions Bill, 1645; on Mr. Melville's ame':ldment in clause 2 of Money Lenders BIll,
181 c;; on Mr. Evans' amendment jn cla?se
3 o'f Police Offences Acts Amendmen~ Bill,
~241; on Mr. Rees' amendment to onllt subclause (2) of clause 1 01 Boilers Inspection
Bill, 2707; on Mr. Manifold's proposed n.ew
paragraph (f) in clause 4 of sam.e Bill,
2884; on Mr. Rees' amendment. m subclause (2) of clause 20 of same .Bill, 3081;
on Mr. Manifold's amendment In clause 8
of Gaming Suppression Bill, 3508; on Mr.
Little's amendment in clause 17 .of same
Bill, 3518; on clause 17 of same. Blll, 3529;
on Mr. Manifold's amendment m clause 22
of same Bill 3535; on Mr. Miller's motion
for a suggestion to the Legislative Assembly
to amend the schedule to the Water Supply
Loans Application Bill, 3617; on Mr.
Austin's amendment 'in sub-clause (6) of
clause S6 of Gaming Suppression Bill,
3629; 011 clause 58 of same Bill, 3641; on
Mr. Ritchie's amendment in clause 4 of
Licensing Bill, 3881; ou Mr. Harwood's
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Divisions-In Committee (continued)amendment in clause 43 of same Bill, 3939;
on Mr. Harwood's amendment in clause 45
of same Bill, 3942; on Mr. Davies' amend·
ment in same clause of same Bill, 3944; on
Mr. Harwood's amendment in clause 75 of
same Bill, 3953; on sUib·clause (2) of clau&e
76 of same Bill, 3956; on clause II4 (tied
houses) of same Bill, 3967; on Mr. Davies'
amendment in Mr. M9.nifold's new clause
in same Bill, 4055; on Mr. Melville's proposed new clause in same Bill, 4057; on Mr.
Ritc;l1ie's p_roposed new clause in Closer
Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill, 4071 ;
on clause 3 of Factories and Shops Acts
Amendment Bill, -4175; on clause 5 of
same Bill, 4177.
Doncaster Cool Storeg.-Question by Mr. Melville in Committee on Appropriation Bill,
4140; subject discussed, 4141.
Drainage Areas Act 1905 Amendment Bill-Received. from Legislative Assembly and read
first tlJne, 1480 j passed through remaining
stages, 1489; amendment recommenrled by
the Governor agreed to, 180j.
E<lgle~awk . Police ~ourt -

Statement by Mr.
Hicks 10 Committee on Appropriation Bill
re repairs of Eaglehawk and other country
police courts and police quarters, 4141.

Hon. W. H. (Melb. West Prov.).
Adult Suffrage Bill, 3148.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Heyocation
Bill, II12.
('hildren's Courts Bill, 616, 98" 989, 99 2,
1001, 1003.
Close of the Session, 41j9.
('loser Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
4 0 5 1, 40jI.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I). 162.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 439, 441.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
4 1 74, 4 1 / 6 .
Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill,
3800 .
(;aming Suppression Bill, 3418, 3510, 3516,
36 36 , 3640, 3695.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3791, 3796,
379/·
Inferior Railway Carriages, 8:;8.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, II6j.
Licensing Bill, 3961, 4167, 4168.
Maldon Rates Bill (No.2), 3773.
~Iunicipal Endowment Bill, 1093.
Parliament Refreshment Rooms, 4)9
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2232,
2245, 2246.
'Railway Loan Application Bal, .~603.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 6q8.
Stanrling Orrlers Committee's report, 1084.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3165.
'Valhalla Railwav, 162.
Water SupplY T:oans Applic:ltion Bill, 3616,
369°'
William Burston Bill, 41S3.

EllGAR,

Elections and Qualitications Committee-Appointed, 603.
Elwood Reclamation 'Yorks-Statement bv ~1r.
rain in Committee on Appropriation Bill,
4 1 46 .

Hon. W. H. (S. Prov.)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1634Adult Suffrage Bill, 3149.
Agricultural
Implement
Makers
Wages
Board, 1487.
Appropriation Bill, 4076, 40/8, 4141, 4142.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2413, 2694, 2698,
27 01 , 2706, 2/0/, 2708, 2709, 2885, 2~7,
3 157, 4 149, 4 150 .
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 1106.
Cardboard Box Makers 'Wages Board, 3768.
Carriage Builders \Vages Boards, 4161.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (NO.1), 161, 162.
Coolie Canal Improvement 'Yorks, 162.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 3403.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
4 1 75.
Fisherman's Bend Improvement \Vorks,162.
Fluur Millers \Vages Board, 1991.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3070, 30/ 2, 3336.
35 0 5, 35 06 , 35 08 , 35 0 9, 35 15, 35 20 , 35 24,
3)27, 3)34~ 3b1 9, 36 98 , 36 99.
Howqua, Mansfield, Kilmore, and Romsey
Shires, 4141, 4142.
Income Tax Bill, 1367., 137 2, 1374.
Jubilee of Responsible .Government, 2871.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, II66.
Licensing Bill, 3881, 3884, 3885, 3886, 3887,
3888 , 38 )0, 38 9 1, 38 9 2 , 38 93, 38 95, 3939,
394 2 , 3~44.z. 3~51, 3955, 3957, 395 8 , 3959,
.
3964, 396 7,. 39b8 , 4058, 4064·
Lifts Regulation Dill, 849, 85 1, 85 2, 853, 854.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Dill,
4 154, 4 157.
Milliners \Vuges Board, 842.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 1086.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2231,
2243, 2244, 2245, 2246.
Resignation of Hon. H. \V. H. Irvine, 163<)'
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 696 .
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1981, 1985.
'Surplus Revenue Bil1, 1361.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 3683, 3684.
Yictorian Loans Redemption and Conversion
Bill, IIOI.
'Yalhalla Railway, 161.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 36°4,
3606, 3608 , 368 9.
V\7 a terproof Clothing ~Iakers 'Vages Board,
1<)88.
V\'ife Beating, 2227.
Wil1i~m Burston Bill, 4150, 4151.
"~omen's Suffrage "Bill, II58.

EMBLING,

EVANS, Hon. VV. J. (Representative of P/{bli~
Officers alld Railways Officers)
Adult Suffrage Bill, 3152.
Agricultural
Implement
Makers
'Wftge!i
Board, 1488.
.,Appropriation Bill, 40,6, 4077, 4142, 4145.
4 1 4 6.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2420, 26q7, 2704.
27°6, 2883, 2S86, 2887, 2888, 2889, 28()o,
3082, 3084, 308~, 3088 , 308 9. 3°9 1, 3158.
Borhoneyghu-rk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 1006, 1010, 1108.
rarriage Builders 'Vages Boare!. 4160, 4161.
Children's Courts Bill, 625, 986, 987, 9f)1,
99 2, 999, 1002, 3/06.
Close of the Session, 4 179·
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill.
406 9, 4 0 70 .
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EVANS, Hon. W. J. (continued)Crown Law Department Messengers, 4077,
4 1 42 •
Consolidated Revenue Bill (NO.1), 161.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 439, 44 1,
44 2, 443·
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 24 24.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
4 174, 4 175, 4 176 .
Flour Millers Wages Board, 1991.
Fruit Cases Bill, 37 15, 37 16, 37 17, 37 66 .
Gaming SUEPression Bill, 34 26 , 35°3, 35°4,
35°5, 3515, 3519, 3527, 3622, 3625, 3628 ,
3629, 3640, 3641, 3693, 36 94, 36 95, 3696 ,
37°2.
Governor's Speech, 18S, 422 .
Income Tax Bill, 1371, 1373, 137 8.
Instructor in Art of Teaching Smging, 4 145.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, II7 1, II 76,
II79·
Licensing Bill, 3883, 3884, 388 5, 3945, 3948 ,
3954, 3966 .
Maldon Rates Bill (No.2), 3ii3·
Milliners Wages Board, 844·
Monev Lenders Bill, 18II, 1812, 1815, 37 10 .
Municipal Endowment Bill, 1094, 1097, 1098 .
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amendment Bill, 434·
·Parliament Refreshment Rooms, 439.
Pianos at Contmuation School, 3074·
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2233,
2238, 224 1 , 2247·
Public
\Vorks
Department - Professional
Officers, 4I.P·
Railway Department-Accounts, 442; Gratuities, 443, 4145; Repairing Gembrook Line,
2424: Overtime of Locomotive Enginemen
and 'Cleaners, 2692, 2876; Accident Compensation and Insurance Moneys, 3868 , 4 143;
Commissioners' Management and Requirements of Employes, 4143.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3599·
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 703·
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street ~ail
way Extension Bill, 1981.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 3776,
37 8 1.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1363.
Walhalla Railway, 161, 162.
Warders' Sundays off, 4077, 4142.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3687,
36 92 •
vVilliam Burston Bill. 4153.
Wire-netting Machine~, 4146.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 1004, II 54, 1158.
Factories and Shops Act 19os-Messages from
Assembly re ·Wages Boards for milliners,
7°9; agricultural implement-makers, 854 ;
soap-makers, 854; candle-makers, 8S4; water·
proof clothing-makers, II 13; flour-millers,
I I 14;
bicycle, tricycle, and motor cycle.
makers, 3074; cardboard box-makers, 3074;
paper bag-makers, 3074; carriage-builders,
3144; farriers, 3144. (See Milliners Wages
Board,
Al{riculturaZ Implement Makers
Wages Board, &>c.).
Factories and Shops Act!: Amendment BillReceived from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 3936; second reading- moved
by Mr. Sachse, 41'23; debated, 4174; Bill
read second time, 4174; considered in Committee, 4174; progress reported, 4177.

Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read
first time, 3323; second reading moved by
Mr. Sachse, 3798; amendment by Mr. Harwood that Bill be read second time "this
day six months," 3798; amendment carried,
3800 .
Farriers Wages Board-Message from Assembly
requesting concurrence of Council in resolution in favour of creation of boa·rd, 3144;
motion by Mr. Sachse that Council agree to
resolution, 3801; agree to, 380I.
Fedel"al Elections-Question by Mr. Hicks re
sitting of House on Wednesday, 12th December, date of polling for Federal elections, 3323; question by Mr. Rees re
posting of returns in the precincts of the
House, 368I.
Fisherman's Bend-Statement by Mr. Davies on
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I) re improvement works at Fisherman's Bend, and
widening of Coode Canal, IS9; by Dr.
Embling, 162; by Mr. Pitt, 162.
FITZGERALD, Hon. NICHOLAS (S. Prov.)
Children's Courts Bill, 3704, 3706
Close of the Session, 4178.
Flour Millers \Vages Board, 1990.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 286Q.
Resignation of Hon. H. W.H. Irvine, 1639.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1364.
\Vaterproof Clothing Makers \Vages Board,
1980.

(See Chairman of Committees.)
Flour Millers \Vages Board-Message from
Assembly requesting concurrence of Council
in resolution in favour of creation of, lII4;
motion by Mr. Sachse that Council agree to
resolution, 1989; debated, 19QO; agreed to,
1991.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and
passed through all stages, 4172.
Fruit Cases Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly and read first time, 3074; second
reading moved by Mr. Pitt, 3714; debated,
371S; Bill read second time, 3716; considered in Committee, .:UI6, 3765; read third
time, 3766; message from Legislative Assembly intimating agreement with one of
Council's amendments, but with an amendment, 38iQ; amendment dealt with, 404Q.
Fryer, Case of Detective Robert.
(See Police
Department. )
Furniture Trade-Quesfion by Mr. Rees re applications by Europeans and Chinese for permits to work overtime in the furniture trade,
1083.

Gaming Suppression Bill-Rece:ved from Legislative Assembly and read fil' .. t time, 3°70;
motion by Mr. Davies that the second reading
be made an Order of the Dav for the following day, 3070; debated, 307;; amendment by
Dr. Embling that second reading be made an
Order of the Day for that day week, 3072;
amendment carried, 3°73; statement by Mr.
Davies re Despatch of Bill, 3166; second
reading moved by Mr. Davies, 3324; debated bv Mr. Harwood, 3333; Dr. Embling,
333 6 ; Mr. Manifold, 3340; Mr. Brown,
3343; Mr. Pratt,. 3145; Mr. Ritchie, 3345;
Mr. Campbell, 3348; Mr. Balfour, 3350;
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Gaming Suppression Bill (conNnued)Mr. Miller, 3353; Mr. Cain, 3354; ~h.
Cussen, 3355; ~Ir. Pearson, 335i; debate adjourned, 3358; resumed by Mr. Sternberg,
3404; Mr. Hicks, 3405; M1'. McBryde,
3407; Mr. Crooke, .1408; M1'. Stuart, 3410;
~1r. McLellan,
3412; Mr. Luxton, 34 1 i;
Mr. Edgar, 3418; Mr. Baillieu, 3420; Mr.
Melville, 3421; Mr. Little, 3423; M1'. Aikman, 3425; Mr. Evans, 3426; Mr. Payne,
3429; Mr. Rees, 3430; Bill read second
time, 3430; considered in Committee, 3430,
3501, 3617, 3692; recommitted, 3703; recommitted and read third time, 376S.
Gippsland Roads-Statt"ment bv Mr. 'Melville
in Commlttt"e on Appropriation Bill re vote
for roads in (~ippsland, 4141; subject discussed, 4141, 4142.
(-;ohl-fields, Maps of.
(St"e Mining ivlaps.)
GOlllburn Levees-Statement bv M1'. Cussen in
Committee on Appropriatioi1 Bill re tlamage
by floods, 4145 ; question by Mr. Cain, 4146.
Governor, His Excellency the (Sir R. A. J.
~albot, K.C:B.).-Speech on opening sesSl?n, I; motIOn by Mr. McBryde for ComlUlttee to
prepare. Address-in-Reply, 4;
seconded by M1'. Hicks, 4; agreed to, 4;
Committee's report brough.t up, 4; motion by
Mr. McBryde for adoptIOn of Address-inReply, 4; sec0l1ded by Mr .Hicks, i; debate adjourned, 10; continued bv Mr. :Melville, 21; by Mr. Harwood, 28; by Mr.
Rees, 33; by Mr. Cain, 40; by Mr. Miller,
4 2 ; by 1I~r. McLellan, 44; debate adjourned,
4 8 ; contll1l1ed by Mr. McLellan, 164; by
Mr. B.row~1, 167-i by Mr. Pratt, li3; by
Mr. Rltcllle, 176; by Mr. Luxton, li8; by
Mr. B,alfour, li9; by Mr. Cussen, 183; by
Mr .. Jwans, 185; debate adjourned, 18i;
contll1ued by Mr. Evans, 422; address
adopted, 432; His Excellency's reply, 603;
mohOll by Mr. Davies for adoption of address to the Governor refJuesting His Excellency to transmi~ to Principal Secretary
of Sta~e for C:olOl1JeS acldress to the King
on fiftieth anl1lvers:uy of first meetincr of
Victorian Parliament 'under Responsibl: Government,. agreed to, 2876; statement by
1I;Ir. DaYle.s of arrangements for presentation to HIS Excellency of above aeldress,
28Qo; statemt"nt by the President 28QI' His
Excellency's r.epl)', ..106q; His' Excellency
a.ttend~ and gives hiS assent to AppropriatIon Bill, 4157.
Hamilton Lanel Resumptiun Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
60 3; passed through remaining stages, 709.
H.-\]{WOOD, Hon. T. C. (Soutlz-TVestem Prov.)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill 16B.
Adult Sutfmge Bill, 3J49.
'
..
Agricultural Implement Makers 'Vages Board,
14 83.
Bi~ycIe Maker~ 'Vages Board, .1767,
BOllers InspectIOn Bill, 2408, 269S, 269Q, 2708,
270C), 288g, 3080, 3083, 301)3, 3155, 3160,
4 1 51.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 1006.
Candle Makers "~ages Bonnl, q80.
Cardboard Box Makers 'Ynges Board, 3768.
Carriage Builders \Vages Board, 41Sq, 4160.

HARWOOD, Hon. T. C. (colltinucd)C"hildren's Courts Bill, 443, 444, 610, 9 84,
985, 986, 987, 99 2, ()94, ~~S, qq6, 997, <)98 ,
999, 1000, 1001, 14~0, J49 1, 3704, 37°5, 37 06 ,
4°47·
Closer Settlement Act H)04 Amendment Bill,
4050, 4051, 40b7, 4068 , 4°;-0.
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill,
2228.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No I), 159.
Consolidated Hevenue Dill (Ko.· 2), 4 21 , 438.
Consolidated Reyenue Bill (Xu. 3), I];-q.
Crown Grants Bill, 16~S, 1636, 163i, 163~.
Days and Hours of Sitting, .1402.
Drainage Areas Act H)0.5 Amendment Bill,
14 89·
Election as lJ nufficial Leader of the House,
19·
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
4 1 i4·
Factories (Emplo\'l11el1t uf Chinese) Bill, .~i<)8.
Fruit Cases Bill, 3;-I~, ~;16, 3765, 4049·
Gaming Suppressiun Bill, 30;-0, 3333, 3430,
3431, 3.104, 35 08 , l:()(), 3S IO , 35 14, ~S18,
3.1 20 , 3.1 22 , 3530, 3~ 32, 353 6 , 361 9, 3b22 ,
3630, 36 39.
Governor's Speech, 28.
-.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, i09.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3789.
Income Tax Bill, 1366. 13:73.
Jubilee of Responsible (~overnment, 2869;
Congratulations uf Anglican Church Congress, 30io.
Jl~veni~e Smoking Prevention Bill, '116.S, 1179.
Llcensll1g Bill, .~8::-2, 1877, 3883, 3888, 3892,
3q38, .lQ1Q, 31)4 0 , ?()41, 104 2 , 3943, '104~,
3946 , 394Q, 3QSo, 3Q5 1 , 3qS~, 3954, 3q~6,
3957, 3958 , 3959, 3960, 3961 , 3962 , 396 3,
396 4, 39 6 5, 3C)66, 3968 , 4 0 .1 8 , 4059, 4061 ,
4062 , 4063, 4°64, 4164, 416~.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 712, 84.1, 848, 849, 850,
37 12 .
Limitation of Actions Bill, 1644.
Malclon Rates Bill (?\o. :.1), 3772.
M:uriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 1640,
1641, 31 61 , 3 16 3, 34 01 , 404.~·
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
41.~4, 4I~6, 4 157. 4ISS.
:\,[illiners \iVages Board, 841.
Money Lenders Bill, .1710.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 108.1, 109i.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amendment Bill, 43~, 434, 4.1 6 , 43i·
Paper Bag Makt"fs "-;qzes Board, '17':"1.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2230,
22.16, 2242.
Printers and K ewsp:l pt"rs Act 189.S Alnendment Bill, 4148.
Public Meetings Regu1atin'! Bill. 1707.
Resign~tion of Hon. H. ,Yo H. Irvine, 161c).
Separate Representation Repe~l Bill, 69 2 , 70 i.
Soapmakers \Vag-es Roanl, 1180.
South Melbourne LJncl ActlgoS Repeal Bill,
1004.
Staneling Orders C'ommittee's Report, 1084.
St. James' Church L~nds Bill, 4H7.
St. Kilcla and Bri'!hton Electric Street Railway Eytension Rill, 10-6, lQ84.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1160.
Trustees Law }\llH'nclmt"nt Rili. 620. 630.
Vacant l'nclaimed L:\l1d,; S~le Bill, 3164,
1I6~. 1100.
Victorian Lo~ns C'O!1\'ersion and Redemption
Bill, 10C)9, 1103, 11 °4.

LEGISLATIVE COUKCI£;.

HARWOOD, Hon. T. C. (continued)V\Tater Supply Loans Application Bill, J6II,
36 90.
\Vidows and Young Children Maintenance
Bill, 4073, 4°74, 4075, 417 I.
William Burston Bill, 41.5 1, 4153.
\Nomen's Suffrage Bill, Il56.
Hon. ALFRED (Bendig" Prov.)
Adult Suffrage Bill, 3151.
Appropriation Bill, 40j8, 4141, 4146.
Bendigo Creek, 4141.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2414... 2697, 2iol, 2889,
289°·
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 11I3.
Charities Vote, 414b.
Children's Courts Bill, <)<)1.
China Naval Contingent, 441.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
40 51.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (NO.2), 441.
Continuation Schools, J868.
COl1ntry Police Courts, 4141.
Country State Schools, 4141.
Days and Hours of Meeting, J166.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
4 1 76.
Federal Elections Polling Day-Sitting of
House, 3323.
Forests Dill, 4141.
Fruit Cases Biil, 3i15, 3717.
Gaming Suppression Hiil, 340.), J505, JS07,
35 1 9, 35 2 3, 36 95, 36 99.
Governor's Speech, 4, 7.
Improved Small Holdings Rill, 3792.
Inferior Railway Carriage" 8~4, 858.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention BiU, Ilio, Il7i,
1178, 1180.
Licensing Bill, 19SI, .1<)5 2 , 3963, 4054, 4064.
Maldon Rates Bill (No.2), 3ii3.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Dill, 4046.
MiRes Ventilation, 1083. 4141.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 1092.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2234,
2238, 2245, 2246.
Separate Representation Repeal Dill, 699.
Snrplus Revenue Bill, 1363, IJ6~.
\Vater Supply Lo~ns Application Bill, 368;.

HICKS,

HowCJua and Mansfield Shires-Statements bv
Dr. Embling, in Committee on Appropriation Bill, re needs of these anrl other poor
shires, 4141, 4142. (See also Municipal Endowme11t Bill).
Improved Small Holdings Rill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
3323; second reading moved by Mr. Sachse,
1i84; debated, .~787; Bill read second time.
37C>5,; considered in Committee, 3795; react
third time, 3798.
Income Tax Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 1084; second
reading moved by Mr. Davies, 136.1; debated, '1366; Bill reJ.d second time, nil;
considered in Committee,137I; read third
time, 13i8.
Inter-State Conference - Statements bv Mr.
Davies and the President re ad iou~nment
of House to allow Inter-State Conference
to meet in Council Chamber, '180,_-6; report
of resolutions, proceedings. and debates of
Conference presented by Mr. Davies, 1974.

IR\'I~E,

Hon. H. "-. H. (iYelson Prov.)
Resignation as Member of Council, 1638, 1805.

Jubilee of Responsible Government in VictoriaMotion by Mr. Davies for adoption of
address to the King on 50th anniversary of
first meeting of Parliament of Victoria
under
Responsi~le
Government,' 2866 ;
debated by Mr. Harwood, 2869, by Mr.
FitzGerald, 2869, Mr. Embling, 2871, Mr.
Balfour, 28iI, Mr. Sternberg, 2872, Mr.
Melville, 2872, Mr. Pratt, 2873, Mr. Miller,
28 74, and the President, 28i4; agreed to,
28j6; motion by Mr. Davies for address to
the Governor requesting His Excellency to
communicate above address to the King,
agreed to, 28;6; statements by Mr. Davies
and the Presidel.t of arrangements for presentation of above addresses to the Governor, 2890-1; His Excellency's reply,
306q; letter of congratulation from Anglican
Church Congress, 3°69; His Majesty's
.Repl ¥ to. a?ove .address, 34 0 1.
Justice, AdmullstratlOn of-Question by Dr.
Embling whether Government would enact
a penaltv for wife-beatincr that would
punish the offender, and not the wife and
family, 222;.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Dill-Received
from Legislativ6 Assemblv, and read first
time, 839 j statement bv Mr. Davies re motion for second reading, 1004; second reading postponed, 100.1; moved bv Mr. McLell~n, II62; debated, II6~; Rill read second
tHne, IITS; considered in Committee, IIiS;
re-cOlllll1ltted, lI8I; read third time, lISI.
King, His Majesty the-Motion by Mr. Davies
for adoI?tion of address to the' King on the
50th anniversary of first meeting of Parliament
of Victoria under Responsible Government.
286?; d;bated, 2869; agreed to, 2876; His
MaJesty.s Reply, 3401. (See also Jubilee of
. Roponnble Government in Victoria).
Kmgower Land Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time. 40i9; passed
through remaining stages, 4 148 .
Land Settlement. (See Crown Grants, also
Crown l.ands).
Leader of the House-Statement by Mr. Harwood that he had been elected unofficial
leader of the House, lq; Mr. Harwood COIlgratulated by :\11'. Davies, 20; by the President, 20.
L~brary Co~mittee-Appointed, 43 2.
Llcensmg Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, ]SOl; secO:1<1
reading movecl by Mr. Davies, 3868; debated bv Mr. Harwood, 3872; Mr. Ralfour,
.1~i~; Mr. Meh·ille,. 3873; Mr. Miller, 3 8 ;6;
Bdl read second tune, 38i6; considered in
C?mmittee, 3876, .1879, 3937, 4°51; recommItted, 4059; read thirrl time, 4°64; mess~ge from Le~islati\'e Assembly intimating
dIsagreement With some of Council's amendments, 4162; message dealt with, 4162; mess~ge from Leg~shtive Assembly intimating
disagreement With one amendment insisted
on by the Council, and agreement with
others, but with amendments, 4167; amenrlment not further insisted on, and Assembly's
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Licensing Dill (continued)amendments
on
Council's
amendments
agreed with, 4167; motion by Mr. Davies
authorizing Clerk to correct in clauses 2
and 6 any references to Ie-numbered
clauses, agreed to, 4170; amendments recommended by the Governor agreed to, 4171.
Lifts J~egulation Bill-Brought in by Mr_
Sachse, and read first time, 158; second
reading moved by Mr. Sachse, 709; debated,
i12; Bill read second time, 717; considered
in Comm~ttee, 845; read third time, 1004;
returned from Legislative Assembly with
ameI:dments, 3074; amendments dealt with,
3712; amendment recommended by the Governor agreed to, 4044.
Limitation of Actions Bill-Drought in by Mr.
Davies, and read first time, 1481; second
reading moved by Mr. Davies, 1641; Bill
read second time, 1643; considered in Committee, Ib43; read third time, 1645; returned from Legislative Assembly with
amendments, 4177; amendments dealt with,
4177; message from Legislative' Assembly
insisting on their amendment to insert new
clause C, 4178; disagreement with new
clause imisted on, 4178.

Hon. WILLIS (N.-E. Prov.)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2il1.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,

LITTLE,

40 51 .

Gaming Suppression Bill, 3423. 35 16 , 3Sli,
35 18 , 3:; ~4·
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, II78.
Municipal Endowment Bill, IOgl.
Stock Diseases (L1spection Fees) Bill, 3778,
37 81 .
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3617.

Loan Arts Amendment Dill-Received from
Legislatiye Assembly, and read first time,
353i; passed through remaining stages,
3S();--8; amendment recommended by the
Administrator of the Government agreed to,
377 1 .

Loan Flotation-Question by Mr. Payne 1'e
item in Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2)
for expenses of underwriting local loan of
[1,600,000, 440; statement by Mr. Davies,
440; by 1fr. Luxton, 441.

LrXTO~,

Hon. THoM-\s (Melb. Soutlz Fr{lv.)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2412, 288g, 2890, 30i5,
4 1 50 .
Borhoneyghurk Timber Resen'e Revocation
Bill, ill2.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (~o. 2), 441.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3417, 3521, 3627.
Governor's Speech, li8.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3790.
Income Tax Bill, 1370.
Licensing Bill, 3948, }O.C;4, 4063'
Local Loan Flotation, 441.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Dill, 2240,
2244, 2247·
Trustees Law Amendment Bill, 631.
'Vomen's Suffrage Bill, II58.

McBRYDE, Hon. D. E. (S.-E. Prov.).
Appropriation Bill, 4078, 4141.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2411, 2696, 2701, 2879,
3°77, 3°79, 3 157.
Children's Courts Bill, 615, 986, 939, 990>
1002, 1492, 3704.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
40 50 , 4°69·
Days and Hours of Sitting, 3403.
Doncaster Cool Stores, 4141Gaming Suppression Bill, 30j2, 34°7, 3524>
3533, 361 9, 362 4, 362 9, 36 32,' 3694.
Gippsland Roads, 4141.
Governor's Speech, 4.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 37 89.
Income Tax Bill, 1368.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill 1170, lIi 6•
Licensing Bill, 3881, 3946, 3952,' 3953, 3961"
4059, 4166.
.
Money Lenders Bill, 18°9, 1810.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2235,.
2240.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1980.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 377 6 "
3780, 3782.
William Burston Bill, 4153.

McDo~ALD, Hon. J. Y. (Wellington Prov.)

Boilers Inspection Bill, 2883, 2886, 2888, 3°75>
30 76 , 30 77, 3 1 59.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 33S8, 3510.
Licensing Bill, 3886, 3887, 3961, 4059.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 198 5.

McLELT'-\~,

Hon. ADA~f (Melb. East Prov.)
Acblt Suffrage Bill, 3151.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2696, 2710, 2882, 3086 .
Borhoneyghurk TImber Reserye Revocation
Bill, 1105.
Carriage Builders 'Wages Board, 4161.
Chi ldren's Courts Bill, 618, 999, 1001, 1002,.
1491.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Dill,.
4068.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,.
4 1 i4, 4 175, 4176.
Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill, 3799Gaming Suppression Bill, 3412, 3515, 35 17,.
35 22 , 3620.
.
Governor's Speech, 44, 164.
Income Tax Bill, 137 S.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 1004, 1162,.
Il75, 1177, II78, 1180, 1181.
Licensing Bill, 3885, 4056 .
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3 162 ,.
4 0 45.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 223 1,.
2245·
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 69 8 .
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 3779.
P.nc1aimed Funds. Bill, '1681, 3684, 3686.
"aterproof Clothmg ~Iakers \Yarres Board
19 88, 1989.
b , .

~faldon Rates Bill-Brought in by Mr. Davies,

and read first time, 2690;
from the paper, 3 163.

Bill discharged

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIIJ.

Maldon Rates Bill (No. 2)-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
3 144 ; standing orders relating to private
Bills suspended to allow Bill to be proceeded with, 3771; second reading moved by
Mr. Davies, 3771; debated, 3772; Bill read
second time, and passed through remaining
stages, 3774.

•

MANIFOLD, Hon. W. S. (W. Prov.)
Boilers "Inspection Bin, 2410, 2699, 27 08 , 27°9,
2877, 2879, 2884, 2885, 2887, 2889, 3°75,
3076, 3078, 3081, 3°85, 3087, 3088, 3089,
30 9 2 , 3093, 3096, 3 1 59, 4 1 7 2 .
Children's Courts Bill, 1490 .
Days and Hours of Sitting, 3402 .
Drainage Areas Act 1,905 Amendment Bill,
1480.
Fruit Cases Bill, 3717, 3766.
Gaming Suppression Dill, 3070, 3340, 343 1,
3433, 35 01 , 35 0 7, 35 08 , 35 09, 35 11 , 35 13,
35 15, 3516, 35 23, 35 26 , 3530, 3535, 3536 ,
3537, 3618 , 3621 , 3622 , 362 3, 362 4, 362 5,
3628, 3629, 3630, 36 3 1, 36 32, 36 33, 3634,
3635, 3636, 36 37, 3638 , 3640 , 36 94, 36 95,
3698, 37 01 , 37 02 .
Improved Small Holdings Bill. 3796 , 3797·
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, II78, lI80.
Licensing Bill, 3876, 3877, 3880, 3881, 3882 ,
3883, 3888 , 3889, 38 9 1 , 3892 , 393 8 , 3940 ,
3943, 3948 , 3949, 395 0 , 3956 , 3957, 3960,
3962, 40 51, 40 52, 40 53, 40 54, 40 55, 4°59,
4060, 4062, 4064, 4163, 4166 .
Lifts Regulation Bill, 712, 849, 850, 85 1, 85 2,
85.~, 854·
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3162.
Money Lenders Bill, 1812.
Municipal Endowment Bill, lOgO, 1097 .
New Conditions in Crown Grants, 3936.
Petition re « The Ozone," Warrnambool, 20,
1.c;8.
.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2238,
2243, 2246.
Printers and Newspapers Act 1895 Amendment Bill, 4148.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3601.
'Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 696.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 3160,
3774, 3780 , 378 1.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3165.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3609,
1610, 3616.
'Vidows and Young Children Maintenance Bill,
40 73, 4074, 40 75.
William Burston Bill, 41.~I.
"'-omen's Suffrage Bill, 1159.

Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Davies, and read a first time,
1481; passed through remaining stages,
1640; returned from Legislative Assembly
with amendments, 30Q6; amendments dealt
with, 3160; message from Legislative Assembly insisting On their amendments, 3401;
ftlessage dealt with, .~401; message from
Legislative Assembly still insisting on one
amendment disagreed with by Legislative
Council, but with an amendment, 38iQ; disagreement with amendment insisted on,
4°45·

(II)

Medical Practitioners Law Amendment BillReceived from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 3433; second reading moved
by Mr. Pitt, 4154; debated, 4154; BiU read
second time, 4156; considered in Committee,
4156, 4157; read third time, 4158.
MEL\'ILLE, Hon. DONALD (Melb. North Prov.)
Adult Suffrage Bill, 3°74, 3 144, 3154.
Appropriation Bill, 4078, 4140.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2418, 2695, 2703, 2881,
2883, 288 7, 30 79, 3084, 3088 , 3 159.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, IIP7.
Cardboard Box Makers Wages Board, 3769.
Children's Courts Bill, 623, 3706.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I), 159.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 440, 442.
Closer Settlement i\ct 1904 Amendment Bill,
406 5\, 406 9.
Crown Grants Bill, 1636.
Doncaster Cool Stores, 4140.
Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill, 3799·
Flour Millers Wages Board, 1990.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3072, 34 21 , 3.)14,
35 24, 35 26 , 3640 , 36 99.
Gippsland Roads, 4140.
Governor's Speech, 21.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3787, 3796.
Improvement of Crown Lands, 159.
Income Tax Bill, 1377.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2872.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 1004, I I 73.
Licensing Bill, 3873, 3885, 3893, 3894, 3960,
4 0 56 , 40 57.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 714.
Limitation of Actions Bill, 1644.
Loan Acts Amendment Bill, 3.S98.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
4 1 56 , 4 1 57.
Money Lenders Bill, 1809, 1810, 1813, 3710.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 1087.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amendment Bill, 437.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 22]8,
224'1, 2244·
Public Meetings R'!gulating Bill, 3707.
Railway Department Accounts, 442.
Ra.ilway Loan Application Bill, 3600, 3601,
3602 , 3603.
Railways Audit Bill, 1806.
Resignation of Hon. H. W. H. Irvine, 1630.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 694.
Soap Makers Wages Board, 1381.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, IQi6.
Surplus Revenue Bill, i~62.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 36°3.
~605, 3612, 3688, 3689.
Widows and Young Children Maintenance
Bill, 407.1'
William Burston Bill, 41Q.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 1160.
Member, New-Introduced and Sworn-Mr.
Austin, 2403.
Member, Resignation of-Announcement of intended resignation of Mr. H. W. H. Trvine, 16~8; statements by Mr. Davies, Mr.
Harwood, Mr. Embling, Mr. Melville, Mr.
FitzGerald, and the President, 1639-40; resignation announced, 1805.
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Members, Roll of Past anll Present-Presented,
2866.
Mt:ssengers, Promotion of.
(See Crown Law
Department).
~11LU:R, Hon. EmYARD (East l"arra Prov.)

Money Lenders Bill-Brought in by Mr. D~lvies
and read first time, 1481; second reading
moved by Mr. Davies, 1807; debated, 1809;
Bill read second time, 1810; considered in
Committee, 1810; read third time, 1816; reo
turned from Legislative Assembly with
amendments, 3144; amendments dealt with,
3708; message from Legislative Assembly
intimating that they had agreed to one of
Council's amendments on their amendments,
but with amendments, 3879; message dealt
with, 4048.
Motion for the Adjournment of the HouseProposed. to enable honorable members to
discuss public question-By Mr. Manifold
re new conditions in Crown Grants, 39.16.
Municipal
Endowment
Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
1004; second reading- moved by Mr. Davies,
1084; debated, 108:;; Bill read second time,
IOqS; considered in Committee, 1096; read
third time, 109S.

Adult SutTmge Bill, 3 1 ti.3·
Appropriation Bill, ~076, 40 78 .
Boilers Inspection Bill, 27°.1, 3°79, 3086 , 3°9°,
3094, 30 96 , 3160.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 1109.
Children's Courts Bill, qqo, q<)q.
Closer Settlement Act H)04 Amendment Bill,
4°51.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3°7 1 , 3353, :135 8 ,
3.')04, 3.')05, 3510, 3SI3, 3.')26, 3534, 3620,
3624, 3627. 3633, 3635, 3636, 3637, 3640,
37°1.
(~o\'ernor's Speech, 4 2 .
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3790,' 379S·
lncome Tax Bill, 1368 , 1373, 137S·
Jubilee of Responsible l;OVerl1l~1ent, 28 74.
Xelson Province, Representation of-Election of
Mr. E. H. Austin (in place of Mr. H. W.
Juvenile Smoking PreventlOn Btll, II71.
H. Irvine, resigned), announced, 2403; ~lr.
Licensing Bill,,876 , ,,884, 3943, 3947, 3950,
Austin introduced and sworn, 2403.
3<)53, .3<>.')q, 3q61, 4166.
Maldon Rates Bill (No.2), 3774·
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3 16 1. Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 19°.1 Amend.
3162, 3163, 40 46 .
.
.
ment Bill-Brought in bv Mr. Davies, and
:'\'Iunicipal Endo\\'ment Bill, IOIB·
read first time, 3; second reading moved by
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2234,
~1r. Davies, 4.12; debated, 4.11; Bill re:td
second time. 4.H; considered in Committee,
22N, 2244·
Sep;~rate Representation Repeal Bill,. 701.
434 i read third time, 438.
South and East ~Ielbourne Lands BIll, 37 8 3,
Paper Ba·g Makers Wages Board-:\fessage from
37 84, 40 47.
.
Stock Diseases (InspectIOn Fees) Bill, 37 81 ,
Assembly requesting- concurrence of Council
in resolution in Lwour of creation of board,
37 82. .
.
Surplus RevelHH' Btll, IJ6.,.
3074; motion by :\Ir. Sachse that Council
Talbot ColollY for Epileptics Act lqOS Amendagree to resolution, 3770; agreed to, 3771.
ment Bill, 631.
Parliament-Opening of the session, I; prowg-aTrustees Law Amendment Bill, 630'
tion, 4233.
l Tnclaimed Funds Hi 11,168 4.
Parliament Buildings Committee - Appointed,
Yacant rnclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3 16.1'
43 2 •
Victorian Loans Redemption and COlwersion Parliament House-Statement by Mr. Campbell
Hill, 1101, 1103, 110".
re closing of gate at lbthdown·street en\Yater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3 606 ,
trance to Legislati\'e Council enrl of P~Hlia
360q, 36II, 361.S, 3617. ~687, 36 ql..
ment House, 20; bv MT. Bal four, 20; by
"'i(lows and Young Children Mamtenance
Mr. Davies, 20; by the President, 20.
Bill, 4075, 4171.
PAYNE, Hon. T. H. (Melb. South Prov.)
Children's Courts Bill, 4047.
Milliners \Yages Board-Message from Assembly
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 440.
requesting concurrence of Council in resoluGaming Suppression Bill, 34 29, 35 14, 3533,
tion in favour of creation of board, 7°9;
361 9, 3620, 3624, 3631.
motion bv Mr. Sachse that Council agree
Licensing Bill, 3953, 3q66.
to resolut-ion, 839; debated, 841; agreed to,
Lifts Regulation Bill, 848.
845·
Local Loan Flotation, 440.
Mines Ventilation-Question by Mr. Hicks re
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2245.
copies of report bv Dr. \VaIter Summons
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 60:;.
on ventilation of Mines 1 1083; statement by
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 3;-'80.
Mr. Hicks in Committee on Appropriation
Surplus Revenue Bill, I362.
Bill, 4141.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3610.
Minin~ Accirlents-Question bv Mr. Sternberg
whether the Government would introduce a
Bill on lines of N.S.W. Mining Accident PF:ARSOK, Hon. 'Yn.LI.UI (Gippsland Prov.)
Relief Act in order to make provision for
Days and Hours of Sitting, 3359.
widows and children of those killed in Vic.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3356, 3357, 3431,
torian mines, ?~23.
3533, 3 62 4, 3 628 , 3 6 3 2, 36 93, 36 96 , j697.
Mining Maps-Question bv Mr.
Sternberg
3700, 3701.
whether Minister of Mines would cause upImproved Small Holdings Bill, 3794, 3795.
to-date maps of Victorian gold·fields to be
379 6 , 3797·
supplied to minin~ registrars in mining
Licf'nsing Bill, 381)2, 3l)5 2, 3953, 3961, 4057,.
centres for use of !:!ublic, 2403.
40 59, 4°60.
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PRATT, Hon. J. M. (continued)- •
Governor's Speech, 173·
Improved Small Holding:, Dill, 3791.
Incollle Tax Bill, 1373·
Inferior Railway Carriages, 85i.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2873'
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, II66, I I 76.
Licensing Bill, 3886, 4056, 405i, 4058, 4062,
4°64·
Lifts Regulation Bill, 714.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 1640,
164 1 •
Money Lenders Bill, 1816.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 1094.
Poiice Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2240.
Public Meetings Regulating Rill, 3i07.
South and East Melbourne Lands Bill, 3783.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1087, 2248.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 3i82.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3164.
PITT, Hon. YVU.T.I.U( (Mclb. East Frov.)-MinVictorian Loans Redemption and Conversion
ister without office.
Bill, IIOI, JI05.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3615.
Bill, 839, 1005, 1009, 1010, IIoi, I II3·
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I), IQ2.
Coode Canal Improvement \iVorks, 16~.
PRESIDE);,T, The (Sir H. J. WRIXON, K.C.M.G_,
Fisherman's Bend Improvement \Yorks, 162.
K.C.)-Rulings and Statements ofAdult Suffrage Bill, 3144.
Fruit Cases Bill, 3°74, 3i14, 37 16 , 37 17, 3i66,
Amendments in clauses passe-n by both Houses,
4°49·
'4 1 51.
Gaming Suppreossion Bill, 3515, 351i, 3519,
Bills-Requiring statutory majority on second
3621 , 3606, 3697, 3699, 3ioo.
and third readings, 7°7; motions for second
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 603, 709.
reading, 1004, 3°72; private members' Bills,
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3i94~ 3i95.
1005; Bills containing provisions already
Kingower Land Bill, 40i9, 4148.
dealt with during same session, 3144; pri.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill
yate Bills, 4151.
41~4, 41~6.
'
Close of the Session, 4179.
Printers and Newspapers Act 1895 Amendment
Debate-Adjournment of, 48, 186, I I 13, 3358;
Bill, 407(), 4148, 41 ~8.
imputation of ignorance to member, 175;
Redbank Recreation Reserve Sale Bill, 6°3,
reflections on Acts of Parliament, 702; right
i°C).
of honorable member to reply to arguments
Registration of Births. Deaths, and Marriages
in second reading speeches, i06; quotations
Act Further Amendment Rill, 3070, 3144.
from Assembly debates, 2416.; imputation of
South and East Melbourne Lands Bill, 2866,
motives to honorable members, 2422; use
3i 82 , 37 8 3, 3784, 4046.
by honorable member of expression, "In his
South Melhourne Land Act 1905 Repeal Bill,
country half the people would be tight as
421, 1004.
lords," 3408; imputation of lack of conStock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 30 i3,
science to members, 4169'
3 160 ,.377 6 \ 3780, 37 81 , 3782.
Election of Mr. Harwood as unofficial leader
Vegetation Dlseases Act 1896 Amendment Bill,
of the House, 20.
3359, 3800 .
Entran.ce to Parliament Hous~ Grounds, 20.
FactOrIes (Employment of Chinese) Bill, 379<).
Police Department-Question bv Mr. Ritc1lif' a~
Gaming Suppression Bill-Order of Day for
to proposed transfe-r of DeteCtive Roberl
second reading, 30i 2.
Fryer from Melbourne to a countr\' district
Inter-State Conference, 1806.
30 i4·
. '
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2874,
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill-Brouaht
289 1 , 306q; congratulations from Anglican
in by Mr. I?avies, and read first time,
1 ;
Church Congress, 3069.
second readmg moved by Mr. Davies, 2228;
Motions-For adjournment of debate, 48,
debated, 2230; Bill read second time 2216·
186, 3158; to create \Vages Boards under
considered in Committee 2236' 'read thirci
Factories Act, 137C). 4161; amendments on,
time, 2248.
"
198<}, 4160, 4171; for sllspension of standing
orders, 41 SI.
Petitions-Re publican's licence for "The
PRATT, Hon. J. M. (N.-W. Prov.)
Ozone," \Varrnambool, 20, 21, 158; relating
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2690, 3084, 3158, 3ISC).
to Bill pending before Legislative Assembly,
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
158; presented during second reading deBill, IlI2.
bate, 3i99.
Children's Courts BiH, 622, 98i, c)c)4, 3i06.
Resignation of Hon. H. \V. H. Irvine, 1640,
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
180$.
4068.
Returns, 2876.
Flour Millers Wages Board, 1990.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, i07.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3345, 35 15, 35 19,
'William Burston Bill, 415J.
353 2, 3624, 3626 .

Penal Establishments-Statements by Mr. Evans
in Committee on Appropriation Bill re Sundays off for warders at Pentridge, 4077,
4142; question by Mr. Evans re purchase
of wire-netting machines, 4146; statement by
Mr. Davies re manufacture of wire netting
in Pentridge, 4146.
Personal Explanations-By Mr. Campbell re
Gaming Suppression Bill, 359i; by M!·.
Davies re appointment of messengers m
Crown Law Department, 4146.
l'etitions-Re publican's licence for (( The
Ozone," Warrnambool, 20, 158; re Factories
(Employment of Chinese) Bill, 3799; re
Carriage-builders Wages Board, 3936; re
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
40 76 .
Pi alios at Continuation School.
(See Public
Instruction. )
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l>resident, A~ence of the-The Chairman of
Committees takes the Chair as Acting President, 1645.
Printers and Newspapers Act '189:; Amep.dment
Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly
and read 1st time, 40j9; second reading 3.nd
Committee stages, 4148; third reading,
4158; message from Legislative Assembly
intimating disagreement with one of Coun·
t:il's amendments, 417~; amendment not in·
sisted on, 4173.
Printing Committee-appointed, 432.
}>rison Labour. (See Penal Establishments).
Public Instruction-Question by Mr. Evans as to
purchase of a "Perzina" piano for Con·
tinuation Scho,)l, Melbourne, 3°74; Question
by 1\1 r. II icks re estabJ"ishment of Continua·
tion Schools at Bendigo, Ballarat, and Gee·
long, 3R6X; question by Mr. Evans in Com·
miUf'e on Appropriation Bill re proposed
:\.ppointment of "instructor in the art of
teaching singing," 414". (See State Schools).
Public
~feetings
Regulating
Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 340[;
passed through
remaining
stages, :~707.
Public "'ork~ Department-Statement bv M-.
E\"ans il1 Committee on Appropriation Bill
7/' position of professional officers, 4142.
Queensland Fruit Fly-Questions by Mr. eussen regarding discovery of Queensland
fruit flY in New Zealand, and prevention
()f its introduction into Victoria, 2692.
Rabbit Extirpation-Question by Mr. Ritchie re
item in Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4),
24 2 4.
Railway Department-Question by Mr. Melville
rc clehiting railway accounts with interest
on the proceeds from sales of railway land,
442; question by Mr. Evans re gratui.ties in
the case of officers retired, 443; motIon by
Mr. Hicks thJ.t cauiages supplied for
special train from Bendigo on July 3 1,
1906, were quite unfit for use, and that time
bad arrived when Commissioners should provide hetterand more suitable carriages for
conveyance of passengers, 854; deba.ted 856;
motIOn wit l ldrawn, 859; question by Mr.
Evans rr. repairs to Gembrook line, 24 24;
statement hy Mr. Balfour re Sunday labour
in the- Department, and goods trains run on
Victorian Railways on Sunday, 2691; state·
ment b\' Mr. Davies giving Commissioners'
reply, :i6Q2; que-stion by Mr. Evans re over·
fime worked by locomotive enginemen and
-<'leaners, 2692, 2876; return presented by
~lr. Davies, 2876; question by Mr. Evans
1'r deduction of amount of insurance from
compensation rlue under Employers Liabilih' Act to relatives of employes killed in
acciclents, 3868; statements by Mr. Evans in
Committee on Appropriation Bill re conduct
of Department, policy of Commissioners,
and position of employes regarding Sunr1:ty
work and other matters, 4143; statement by
Mr. \lIssen rr salaries of Secretary for
Railway" and Secretary to the Minister of
Railways, 414~.
Railw~~ l.ilan Rill-Received from Legislative
Assemhh', and read first time, 3"~37; passed
through remaining stages, 3"~98.

Railway Loan Application Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
3537; read second time, 3599; considered in
Committee, 3599; read third time, 3603.
Railways Audit Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 1633; passed
through remaining stages, 1806.
Redbank Recreation Reserve Sale Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 603; passed through remaining stages,
70 9·

REEs, Hon. R. B. (iV .. J-V. Prov.)
Agricultural Implement Makers \Vages Board,
148 3.
Aopropriatif'n Bill, 4°78.
Bicycle Makers Wages Board, 37 6 7.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2415, 2422, 2694, 2699,
2700, 27 02 , 27°6, 2878, 2879, 2883, 288S,
2886, 2888, 3075, 3076, 3077, 3078, 30 iQ,
3081 , 3082 , 3°8 3, 3 08"1 3°8 7, 3088 , 30 90 ,
3°9 1 , 3°94, 30 95, 3 158 , 4150, 4 15 1, 41.1 2,
417~

Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 1110, 1113.
Children's Courts Bill, 620.
Cl0ser Settlement Act 1904, Amendment Bill,
4°7 1.
Companies Act '1896 Amendment Bill, 4169,

4 1 70 .
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I), 164'
Crown Grants Bill, I6~~.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 1~Sq, 3402, 3403.
Federal Election Returns, :~68J.
Fruit Cases Bill, 3717, 3766.
Gaming Suppression Bill, :ns8, 3430, ,1431,
3s 0 4, 35°5, 35 23, 35 24, 35 2 7, 353 2 , 3620,
362 7, 36 30 , 36 16 , 36 38 , 3 6 93.
Governor's Speech, 33.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3795.
Inferior Railway Carriages, 8S8.
Juvenile Smcking Prevention Bill, 1169, 1177,
1181.
Licensing Bill, 3883, 3884, 3886, 3887, 3939,
3947, 3955, 3959, 40 53, 40 58 , 4 06 4, 4 165,
4166.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 846.
Limitation of Actions Bill, 1643, 1645.
Milliners Wages Board, 843.
Money Lenders Bill, 1811, 1814.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amend.
ment Bill, 433, 435, 43 6 .
Overtime Permits in Furniture Trade, 1083.
Railway Loan Bill, ,l~99.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 700.
Soap Makers Wages Board, 1382.
State Schools Exhibition-Excursion Fares for
Country Scholars, 1083.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Rail·
way Extension Bill, 1986.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 377:-,
3780.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1361.
T:\lbot Colony for Epileptics Act 1905 Amendment Bill, 6.11.
Fnclaimed Funds Bill, ~684.
Victorian Loans Redemption and Conyersion
Bill, 1102.
\Vater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3609,
~692.

William Burston Bill, 4152.
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SACHSE, Hon. A. O. (continued)Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bi1f,
3936 , 4 173, 4 176 .
Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill, 33 2 33798 .
Farriers Board, :~801.
Flour Millers Wages Board, 1989.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3356.
Improved Small Holdings Dill, 33 23, 3784,
3796 , 3797, 3798 .
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, II6S, 1180,
II 81.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 158, 709, 7 17, &t.S, 847,
848, 850, 85 1 , 853, 854, 1004, 37 12 .
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
3433·
Milliners Wages Board, 83Q.
RITCHIE, Hon. R. B. (W. Prov.)
Pa-per
Bag Makers Wages Board, 3770.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2422, 2706, 2710, 288 5,
Public Instruction-Salary of Supervisor of
08
08
3079, 3°83, 3 4, 3 5, 415°·
Housing of Teachers, 441; Pianos at ConCase of Detective Frver~ 3°74tinuation School, 3°74; Continuation Schools
Children's Courts Bill, 993, 1003, 37 0 7, 4048 .
for Country Centres, 3868; Appointment of
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Dill,
Instructor in the Art of Teaching Singing,
4050, 4051, 4066, 4067, 4069, 4070, 4°7 1 .
4 1 45.
Consoli<lated Revenue Bill (No.2), 43 8 , 439,
Soap Makers Wages Board, 1379.
44 1 , 44 2 .
Starch Ma-kers Wages Board, 1383.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 24 24.
State SCQools Exhibition-Excursion Fares for
Days and Hours of Sitting, 3359, 340 3.
Country Scholars, 1084.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
Talbot Colony for Epileptics Act 1905 Am~nd
1
6
4 7 .
ment Bill, 421, 631.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3°7 1, 3345, 34 08 ,
Trading Stamps Act 1901 Further Amendment
62
8
2
6
21
16
2
343 , 35 , 35 , 35 4, 3535, 3 4, 3 3 ,
Bill, 1481.
3695, 3696, 3697, 36 98 , 3700, 37 02 , 3703·
Waterproof Clothing Makers Wages Board,
Governor's Speech, 176.
Ig87·
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, /09.
William Burston Bill, 40ich 4 1 5 1, 4 153, 415+
Income Tax Bill, 13&), 1372 , 1374, 1376 , 1377·
Licensing Bill, 3879, 3880, 3886, 388g, 3944, Separate Representation Repeal Bill-Received
3g60, 396 3, 40 52, 40 53, 4°54, 4056, 4 166 ,
from Legislative Assem bl y, and read first
4168.
'time, 60.1; second reading moved by Mr.
Monev Lenders Bill, 1812.
Davies, 691; debated, 6q2; Bill read second
Municipal Endowment Bill, 1089, 1098.
time, 707; considered in Committee, 707;
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amendread third time, i09; reserved for His
ment Bill, 435.
Majesty's assent, 984.
Parliament Refreshment Rooms, 438, 439.
Session, Close of the-Statement by Mr. Davie~
Rabbit Extirpation, 2424.
4178; by the Chairman of Committees,
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3600, 3601.
4178; by Mr. Evans, 4179; by Mr. Edgar,
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 3/79,
4179; by the President, 4179.
37 81 , 37 82 .
Sessional Arrangements-Appointment of StandUnclaimed Funds Bill, 368~, 3685.
il1~ Committees, 432, 603; days and hOUTS
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 36°7,
<>f sitting, 432, 3359, 3402; motion by Mr.
61
68
3 4, 3 9'
Davies for Friday sittings, 3402; amendment by Mr. McBrvde for early sittings on
Tuesclay, Wednes-:iay, and Thursday, 3403;
SACHSE, Hon. A. O. (N.-E. Prov.,
amendment carried, 3404.
Administration and Probate Duties Dill, 1480, Sludge-Statement by Mr. Sternberg in Committee on Appropriation Bill re Bendigo
1&33, 1634.
Agricultural Implement Makers Wages Board,
Conferefl-::e on sludge question, 4146.
Soap Makers Wages Board-Mess:l.ge from As148 1.
Bicycle Makers 'Vages Board, 3766.
sembly requesting concurrence of Council in
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2227, 2403, 24 23, 26 94,
resolution in favour of creation of board,
2698, 2/01, 2702, 2707, 2708, 2709, 27 10 ,
8S4; motion by Mr. Sachse that Council
2878, 28/Q, 2881, 2884, 2885, 2890, 3076,
agree to resolution, n79; debated, 1380;
agreed to, I.182.
3077, 3078, 3079, 3080, 3084, 3°8 5, 3°8 7,
3°89, 3°94, 3095, 3 156 , 3359, 4 149, 4150, South Africa Contingents Pensions Act 1905
Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative
4 15 1, 4 17 1, 4 172 .
Assembly, and read first time, 2403; passed
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
through ,remaining stagr.s, 2693.
Bill, 100q, I II I.
South and East Melbourne Lands Bill-Received
Candle Makers -Wages Board, 1382.
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
Cardboard Box Makers Wages Board, 3768.
time, 2866; second reading, 3782-3; third
Carriage Builders Wages Board, 4158.
reading, 3784; message from Legislative AsCloser Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
sembly intimating disagreement with one of
3401, 3712, 4050, 4051, 4066, 4°67, 4068,
Council's amendments, 3879; message dealt
40 7 1, 4°7 2 .
with, 4046.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 441.

Refreshment Rooms-Statement by Mr. Ritchie
re charges for meals a': Parliamentary Refreshment Rooms, 438; subject discussed,
43 8-9'
Refreshment Rooms Committee-Appointed, 43 2.
Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
3070; moti<>n by Mr. Pitt for postponement
of Order of Day for second reading for a
week, agreed to, 314..4; Bill discharged from
the Paper, 4J77.
Responsible Government, Jubilee of.
(See
Jubilee
oj Responsible Government in
Victoria. )
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South Melbourne Land Act 1905 Repeal Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 421;' passed through remaining stages, 1004.
Special 'Wages Boards.
(See Fac/ories alld
Shops Act 1905.)
Standing Orders Committee-Appointed, 432;
report re new standing order relating to the
withdrawal of strangers brought up, 984;
adopted, 1084; approved by the Governor,
1357·
Starch Makers 'Va·ges Board-Message from Assembly requestmg concurrence of Council in
resolution in favour of creation of board,
8.14; motion by Mr. Sachse that Council agree
to resolution, 1383; agreed to, 1383.
State Schools-Statement by Mr. I-licks in Committee on Appropriation Bill re repairs of
country State schools and teachers' residences, 4141.
State Schools Exhibition-Question by :Mr. Rees
re excursion fares for country children in
connexion with the State Schools Exhibition
helel in the Exhibition Buildings, IHeibourne,
1083.
St. James' Church Lands Bill-Received from
Legislative Assemblv, and read first time,
3036 j passed through remaining stages, 4147.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway
Extension Hill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 1806; second
reading moved by Mr. Davies, H)74; debated, 1976; Bill read second time, IQS4:
considered in Committee, 1984; read third
time, 1987; message from Legislative .-\ssembly, intimating that they hac! agreed to
one of Council's amendments with amendments, and made a consequential amendment, 222j; message dealt with, 2248.
STERNm:RG, Hon. J nSF-PH !:3endigo Prov.)
Adult Suffrage Bill, 31S3.
Appropriation Bill, 4°78, 4145.
Bendigo Water Supply, 3878.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2411, 2705, 2711, 2881,
288 7, 2888, 3°87, 3°91, 30 92 , 3159.
C'hildren's Courts Bill, 9lJj, 00f).
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
4 0 51, 4°7°·
Days and Hours of Sitting, 3350.
Friendlv Societies Acts Amendment Bill, 41j3.
Fruit Cases Bill, 3716.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3358, 3404, 3526,
37°°·
Gold-fields Maps, 2403.
Income Tax Bill, 13;:'4'
Inferior Railway Carriages, 856.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2872.
Juvenile Smoking Prevl:"ntion Bill, 1004, 1168,
117 6 , Ilj7, IIj8, II70, 1180, II8I.
Licensing Bill, 38 77, 3889, 3938, 3930, 3048,
~058,

3C)6.~.

Lifts Regulation Bilf, j12, 8SI, 853.
~rining Accidents, 3323.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2240,
2241.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 6q7.
!"ludge, 4146.
Yidorian Loans Redemption and C'oJ1\'ersion
Bill, 1100, 1105.
"'idows and Young Children Maintenance Bill,
4074, 4 0 75, 4170, 4 1 i I •
William Burston Bill, 4152.

Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 3°73; second reading moved by Mr.
Pitt, and debate adjourned, 316o; resumed,
37i4 j amendment by ~1r. Balfour that Bill
be read second time "this day six months,"
3775; amendment negatived, and Bill read
second time, 378o; considered in Committee,
378o; read third time, 3782.
Strangers, \Vithdrawal of. (See Standi11g Orders
Committee.)

STliART, Hon. FRANK (Me/b. J\'ortlz Prov.)
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3070, 3410, 3503,
35 04, 3s 0 0? 35 11 , 3621 .
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, II74, II76,
1178.
Municipal Endowment Bill, lOgo.
Victorian Loans Redemption and Conversion
Bill, 1100,' 11°3.
Sunday Labour.
(See Railway Department.)
Surpl.lls Revenue Bill-Received from LegislatIve Assembly, and read first time, 1154;
second reading moved by Mr. Davies, 1357;
debated, 136o; Bill read second time and
passed through remaining stages, 1365.
Ta lbot Colony for Epileptics Act 1905 ~mend.
ment Bill-Received from Legislatlve A;;sembly, and read first time, 421 j passed
through remaining stages, 631.
Trading Stamps Act IqOI Further Amendment
Bill-Brought in bv Mr. Sachse and read
l;rst time, 1481; Bill discharged from the
Paper, 4177.
Trust Funds Act 18')j Further Amendment Hili
-Received from Legislati\'e Assembly and
read first time, 33.19; passed through remaining stages, 3617.
Trustees La\\' Amendment Hill-Received from
Legislative Assembly and read first time,
421; second reading moved by 1\1r. Davies,
627: Bill read second time, 62f) j considered
in Committee, 629; read third time, 631.
Uuc!aimed Funds Hill-Received from Legislative Assembly and read first time, 3323;
second reading moved by Mr. McLellan,
3681 j debated, 3683; Bill read second time,
3684; considered in Committee, 3684; read
thircl time, 3686.
Vacant rnclaimed Lands Sale Bill-Rrougbt in
bv ]\fr. Davies and read first time, 26Qo;
s~cond reading moved by Mr. Davies, 3163;
debated, 3164 j Bill read second time, 3165;
passed through remaining stages, 3166;
returned from Legislative Assembly with
amendments, 38j8; amendments dealt with,
4°45·
Vegctntion Diseases Act 18q6 Amendment Bil!
-Received from Legislative Assemblv and
read first time, 33S'); passed through reo
maining stages, 3800.
Ventilation of :!\fines. (See Mines Ventilation.)
Victorian Lonns Redemption and Conversion
Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly
and read flfst time, 1004; secone! reading
moved bv Mr. Davies, 1°00; debated, 109<);
Bill read second time, 1103 j considered ill
Committee, II03; read third time, IIOS.
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Voting by Post Bill-Received. from Legislative
Assembly and read first tlme, 4079; passeJ
through remaining stages, 4 1 47.
Wages Boards.

(See Factories and Shops Act

190 5.)

Walhalla Railway-Statement by l\1r. Davies on
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I), te com·
pletion of Walhalla Railway, 160; subject
discussed, 16 I.
Warders, Sundays off for. (See Pellal Estab·
lishments. )
\Valerproof Clothing Makers Wag~s Board-·
Message from Assembly requestmg concurrence of Council in resolution in favour of
creation of board, I II3; motion by Mr.
Sachse that Council agree to resolution, 198 7 ;
debated, 1988 i agreed to, 1939.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly and read first
time, 3433 i second reading moved. by Mr.
Davies, 3603; debated, 3603 i Bill read
second time, 3604; considered in Committ~e,
3604; ordered to be returned to the Le~Js
lative Assembly with a message requestll1g
them to make a certain amendment sugl~ested, 3617 i message from Assem.bly intimating that they had decided not to make
the amendment' suggested by the Council,
3686 ; amendment by Mr. Melville on the
motion for the adoption of the report from
the Committee to suggest to the Legi~lati\'e
Assembly the omission of an item from t~le
schedule, 3689; amendment negatived, 3692;
Bill read third time, 3692.

\Vaterworks Land Sales Bill-Received from
Legislative Assemblv and read first time,
3359; passed through remaming stages,
3 80 1.
\Vidows and Young Children Maintenance Bill
-Received from Legislative Assembly and
read first time, 2866 i second reading moved
by Mr. Brown, 4°72 i debated, 4073; Bill
read second time, 40i4 i considered in Committee, 4074 i read third time, 4076; message from Legislative Assembly intimating
disagreement with some of Council's amendments, and agreement with others with
amendments,. 4170; message dealt with,
4170; message from Legislative Assembly
insisting on one of their amendments on
amendment of Council in clause 9 of Bill,
4Iii; Assembly's amendment agreed with,
4 178.
\Vife··beating. (See lustice, Administration of.)
YVilliam Burston Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly and rea'd first time, 4oi9; stand,
ing orders relating to private Bills sus·
pended to allow Bill to be proceeded with,
4151 i second reading moved by Mr. Sachse,
4 1 5 1 ; debated, 4152; Bill read second time,
4 1 53; considered in Committee, 4153 i rearl
third time, 4154.
\Vire-netting Machin~s. (See Penal Establishments.)
Women's Suffrage Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly and read first time, 1004;
second reading moved by Mr. Balfour, I I 54 ;
debated, II55 i amendment by Mr. Harwood
that Bill be read second time "this day
six months," I IS8; amendment carried,
1162.

LEG ISLA 'rIVE ASSEMBLY.
Address to the King-On the occasion of the
Jubilee of Responslble Government in Victoria, 2910.
Addresses to the Governor-In reply to His Excellency's speech on opening the session, 12;
requestlllg His Excellency to communicate
address to His Majesty the King with reganl to the Jubilee of Responsible Government in Victoria, 2932.
Adjournments of the House-Over municipal
elections, 984; during sittings of Inter-State
Conference, 1917; oyer ,. Cup" day, 2523.
(See also Motions jor the Adjournment oj
the House; and President's Dinner.)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill-Resolution re administration and probate duties
adopted, 1292-4; Bill brought in by Mr.
Bent, and read first time, 1294; second
reading moved by Mr. Bent, 1331; debated, 1331; Bill read second time, 1333;
considered in Committee, 1421; third reading, 1433.
Adult Suffrage-Subject discussed on amendment by Mr. Elmslie on motion for Addressin-Reply to the speech of His Excellency
the Governor on opening the session, 3113 22 .
Adult SufIrage (Legislative Assembly) BillBrou~ht in by Mr. Prender~ast, and read
first time, 385; rulin~ by the Speaker that
the Bill is substantially the same as ro Bill
already passed by thIS House during the
present session, 1723; Bill withdrawn, 1723.
(See also Women's Suffrage Bill.)
Age Newspaper-Statement by Mr. Boyd, 2035;
by Mr. Gaunson, 2108; by Mr. Prendergast,
2q75; by !\Ir. Hannah, 40i9.
(See also
Privilege.)
.<\gricultural College-Question bv Mr. Keast re
establishing an a~ricuItural college near
Melbourne, 860; subject discussed, 412q.
Agricultural Machinery Makers.
(See Factories
and Shops Acts.)
Agriculture, Department of-Vote for Department discussed in Committee of Supply,
4044; statement by M1. Graham re organization of Department, 4127; by Mr. Swinburne, 4128; by Mr. Graham re experiment
with nitrogen-fixing bacteria, 4127; by Mr.
Swinburne, 4128.
(See also Agrz'cultural
Col/ege, Commercial Agents, Council of
Agricultural Education; Dairies, Inspection
(If: Jlaffra Beet SURar Factory, Milk Supervision Act, Plt),lloxera, Superintendent of
Exports.)
Alexandra Railway-Question bv Mr. Hunt re
report as to electric railway in Alexandra
district, li45.
(See also Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Railways.)
Ancient Lights Declaratory Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Boyd (for 1'11. Fairbairn), and read
first tim~, 386; order of the day for second
reading postponed, 1449, 17 23,

Mr. FRANK (Brunswick)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1424,
14.lS, 1426, 14 28 .
..All l\ ight Sittings, 2253·
Bethanga Gold Mines Company, 446.
Borh.oney,.ghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 743, 75 0 , 75 1, 755·
Brick Combine, 2953.
Case of Edward Johnston, 1646.
Crime in Victoria, 2296, 2297.
Disputed Territory between South Australi,~
and Victoria, 2865.
Divisions, 666.
Dredges Walrus and Octopus, 2278, 2282.
Eight Hours Art Union, 3848.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 1856.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1779, 1818,
1823, 1829, 1830, 1838, 184 1, 184 2 ,
1844, 1920, 1921 , 1922 , 19 23, 1940 ,
1964, 1965, 1966, 1968, 201 9, 2026, 202 7,
2028, 2071, 2094, 2095, 2125, 212 7, 21 34,
2138, 21 45, 2154, 2155, 21 56 , 216 3, 21 70 •
2175, 2186, 2187, 2190, 2193, 21 95, 220 7,
2216, 2289, 2290, 2292, 2293, 2295, 23 13,
23 21 , 23 24, 2379, 23Q8, 245 8, 2462 , 2497,
2672, 2780, 2818 2819, 2827, 3018 ,
30 3 0 .
Governor's Speech, 249.
Land Settlement East of Snowy River, 286S.
Licenseo Premises Voluntarily Closed, 1647.
Licensing Bill, lOi1, 1274, 1294, 1561, 1562,
ISi4, 1S81, 1S 8 3, g84, IS9i, 1605, 3834.
~fining Least's and :\Tiners' 'Vages, 1592.
~Iunicipal Endowment Bill, 912.
X eglectcd Children's Department, 3992.
Ports and Harbors Department, 4020.
Privileg-c-Rev. I-I. "·orrall, 588; the Age
~ewspaper, 2040.
Railway Departlllcnt--Sunday Labour and
Overtime, 2436.
Railwav Labourers. 2296.
Reflection on Members of Parliament, 22Q.
Resignation of M1. Tn-ine, 481.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 414.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2107.
Trustees Under 'Vills., 224Q.
'Vorkmen's Compensation Bill, 2072.

AXSTEY,

Appropriation Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent_
and read first time, 4127; second reading
moved bv Mr. Bent, 4127; debated, 4128;
Bill read second time, 4132; considered in
Committee, 4132; third reading, 4133; attendance of members in Legislative Council
Chamber, and assent to Bill by the Governor, 4202.
Artificial Manures.
(See Manures, Artificial.)
Assent to Bills, 2Q6, 6i3, 859, 1532, 1745, 199 2_
2424, 2766, 2891, 3~60, 389Q, 4202 .
Auctioneers' Licences-Question by Mr. McKenzie re reciprocity with New South 'Vales,
3 802 .
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Auditor-General's Report-Statement by Mr.
Prendergast, 3241; report presented, 3246.
Australian Producers and Traders CompanyStatement by' Mr. Gray re motion for appointment of Select Committee, 2783. (See
also Companies Law Further Amendment
Bill.)
Australian Women's National League-Question
by Mr. J. VII. Billson re announcement that
State Schools' exhibits would be on view at
the annual demonstration of the league,
1687.
Mr. A. S. (Bendigo East)
Appointment of Resident Inspector of Factories and Shops at Bendigo, 298.
Axedale Water Supply, Q4.
Bendigo District Waterworks, 3803.
Bendigo School of Mines, 2526.
Budget, 3985.
Bush Fires, 2524.
Children's Courts Dill, 3218.
Coliban Water Supplv, J229.
Director of Mining, 1115.
\
Explosion at Great Extended Hustlers Mine,
2984.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 129, 3 137.
Filters for State Schools, 2532.
Forests Bill, 1493, 3171.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1762, 1824, 184.'5,
1925, ~932, 1962, 1968 , 201 5, 201 7, 201 9,
2024, 2067, 2082, 2121, 2141, 2150, 2151,
:2189, 2191, 2209, 2217, 2307, 2308, 2310,
2.l18, 2446, 2449, 24')9, 2460 , 247 8 , 25 09,
2624, 2671, 2682, 2813, 28~, 2896, 2997,
3001, 3003, 30Il , 3°14, 301.'5, 3016, 3° 17,
39°9·
Government Business, 2802.
Governor's Speech, 261.
Imploved Small Holdings Bill, 826.
Improvement of Crown Lands, 94.
Income Tax Bill, 1050.
. Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2931.
Licensing Bill, J203, I2'13, 1433, 1434, 3499,
3.c:; 6 3 , 3C:;9 2, 3670, :~674, 3679, 38°5, 3822 ,
3 82 7, 3830 , 3834, ~846, 4200.
Mines Ventilation-Dr. Summons' Report,
10 53, 1114, 1493.
Mining nt Bendigo, 2269.
Pianos for State Schools, 2.'530, 25<,)0, 2712,
27'56 .
Private Members' Business, 2°71.
Privilege-Rey. H. Worrall, .').19.
School Paper, 3998.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 411.
State School Buildings, 10<')7.
Unemployed, 1499.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 34.'50.
Votes on Account, Q4.
\Varrnambool Water Trust, 1646.
Water Supply Loans ApplicatIon Bill, ~4S6.
'Vorkers Accidents Compensation Bill, 385,
1205, 1212, 2071, 206q.
BAILES,

Barwon, Representation of-Issue of writ for
election of a. member in place of Mr. T. F.
Levien, deceased, and election of Mr. J. F.
Farrer announced, 10; Mr. Farrer introduced and sworn, '10.
Barwon River. (See Fisheries.)
Bass Valley Railway-Question by Mr. Downward, '193.

Mr. NORMAN (Toorak).-Introduced and
sworn, 1911.
Children's Courts Bill, 3211, 3 2 13, 3214, 3217,
3218 .
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
3389.
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill,
3443· .
Copies of Statutes for Members, 3168.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3~84, 3 19 2, 3 294, 39 25.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2II6, 2170, 21;2,
2366 , 2495, 25 II , 25 16 , 290 9, 2993, 3026,
30 33, 30 34, 39 10 , 39 14.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3309.
Licensing Bill, 3496 , 3573, 36 58, 36 70, 38 39,
38 41.
Money Lenders Bill, 3057, 30.~9, 3060, 3061,
3062 .
Personal Explanation, 1167.
Pianos for State Schools, 2748.
Police-Protection at Toorak, 3171; Constable
Cobbledick, 3642.
Voting by Post Bill, 3323.

BAYLES,

Mr. H. E. (Jika Jz'ka)
Adjournments of the House, 689.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 745.
Bricks-Cost to Government, 228; Brick Combine, 2946.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 28 3, 3292 , 39 26 , 3928 , 39 29.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2182, 2188, 2191,
229 1, 2320, 2379, 2390 , 2481, 2510, 3012.
Governor's Speech, 153.
Licensing Bill, 1562, I.S66, 1611, 1616.
Lunatic Asylums-Nurses, 2282, 3992.
Municipal Sheep Dips, 191I.
Police-Royal Commission, 2261.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 2043.
Railway Department-Payment of Employes,
12 35; Ivanhoe Station, 2763; Fares on
Heidelberg Line, 2764.
Railway Employes and Municipal Elections,
4 89.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 529.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1651, 16.~.~.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2105.
Supplementary Estimates, 278.
Teachers' Salaries, ;p66.
Unemployed, 725, 1124.

BEARD,

Mr. W. D. (Abbotsford).
Brick Combine, 2801, 2942.
Children's Courts Bi'll, 3217.
Committee of Public Accounts, 299.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill:
1440', 2961 , 2967, 4206, 42°7.
Consolidated Revenue Application Bill, 38.S.S.
Crown Grants Bill, 3241.
Dight's Falls, 1836, 1995.
Divisions, 3747, ')':'48.
Exhibition Grounds-Betting at Sports, 2S4S.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment 'Bill,
3 1 4 1, 3 19 t , 3 193, 3241, 3 283, 3 295, 3928.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill, 4139,
4 202 , 4 20 5.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2487.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3312.

BEAZLEY,

(zo)

INDEX.

Mr. W. D. (CVlltillucd)Licensing Bill, ISI8, ISi7, 3i51.
~aldon Rates Bill, 3 104, :3174.
Melbourne Public Library-External Lighting,
2988.
~lr. Panton, P.M., 3641.
Pianos for State Schools, 2749.
Private Members' Business, 2333·
Railway Department-Sunday Labour and
Overtime, 2435; Cabs at Spencer-street Station, 3433.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3549.
Railways Audit Bill, 1288, 13 2 3, 1330, 1547·
St. Kilda and Brig-hton' Electric Street Railwa y Extension Bill, 1 ~40'
Surplus Reyenue Bill, 10.:;4, 1059, 1146 .
The CJerk (Mr. T. G. Watson), 2935·
Title to Land (Adverse Possession) Bill, 673·
Trustees Law Amendment Bill, 418.
Trust Funds Act 1897 Further Amendment
13ill, 3362.
lTnclaimed Funds Bill. 673, 27<).~, 279 6 , 2;97,
3316, 1317, 33 18 , 3310, 13 22 , 3848 .
V'lcant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 1449·
Victorian Loans ~edemption and Conversion
Bill, <)83,
Waterworks Land Sale Bill, 3366.

BE.-\zLEY,

13endig-o District \Y.lterworks. (See Coliba1l
Water Supply.)
Bendigo School of Mines-Statement by Mr. A.
S. Bailes re appointment of director, 25 26 ;
by Mr. Bent, 2531; by Mr. Smith, 2)48 ;
by Mr. J. Cameron, 25SI; by Mr. Gaullsoll,
2573·
BE~;';ETT,

~1r. G. H. (Richmond)
Boilers In->peclion Bill, 18;5, 18S7·
Bre\vers' Licences, 298.
Christmas Holidays, 2988.
Early Closing of Shops, 1590.
Electoral Registrars, 1011.
Exhibition Trustees, 2::; C;4, 2S60.
F.lctories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
::P35, 3 18 q, 319°·
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3044.
Gaming Suppre5sion Bill, 2066, 2123, 247 2,
2503. 2827, 290 3.
JuvenIle Smoking Prevention Bill, 794·
Labour Bureau, 109.
Licensing Bill, S03, 10H), 1616, 3~78, 359 2 ,
35<)4. 37::;1, 4 21 7.
Metropolitan Parks and Gardens, 12 40 .
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employt\s, 4105.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 480.
Rulings as Acting Chairman-Gaming Suppression Bill, 2156, 2159, 2161, 2162, 2166.
216 7, 2168, 2169, 2176, 2178; reading newspapers. 2163, 2167; onlcring Hansard reporters to withdraw, 216o; use of the terms
" silly" and "monstrous," :n93; interjections, 36~3; new clauses, 36 Si·
Separate Representation Repea1 Bill, 408 , ~3I.
Fnemployed, 7 2<), 3400.
Votes on Account, loq.

Mr. H. S. (Ballarat West)
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 13 1, 3 1 3 2 , 313.~·
Federal Parliament Elections, 3S9 6 .

Ih::\NETT,

H. S. (col1tinued)Gaming Suppression Bill, 18.'13, 19 2 7, 19.r,
2131, 2157, 2159, 2162, 2163, 2165, 2tbu,
2167, 2168, 2174, 2180, 2181, 2766.
Governor's Speech, 202.
Iron 'Yorkers vVal-{es Board, 446.
Labour Bureau, 86.
Melbourne Gaol - Sanitary Arrangemenl~,

BE:\:\ETT, ~Ir.

2~6S·

Mines Department-Transfer of Bethanga
Leases, 8S; Tributing, 85; Burnt Creek ~Iin
ing ('oy. 's Exemptions, 1493; Bntannia (-;old
~_lini~1g Coy .• 1586; Triangle Reefs Coy.,
Kernsdale, 2'=;.14.
Phu'nix Foundlv, 800.
Pri,·ilege-Mr. Solly and the Government, 18q.
Street Obstruction' at l'rahran, 209<), 2.~86,
2688, 2689.
Cnemployed, 84, 420, '<121, 1122, 1404, 1498.

BE);T. ~Ir. TIW:\IAS

(Hrig/itllll)

Acting Chairman of Committees-Mr. Bromley, 3765.
AdJournments of the House-Municipal EkctlO!1S., (j19. 984; Cup Day, 2.123.
Adm1l11stration and Probate Duties Bill 1292,
12 94, 133 1 , 14 21 , 14 2 4, 1433·
'
Alexandra District Railway Communication,
1745·
Alexa.nelra Road lo :\~exandra J{'lilway, 3861.
Appomtment of ~tand1l1g Committees, 381.
Appropriation Bill, 4 12 i, 4133.
Auctioneers' Licences, 3802 .
.Auditor-General's Report, 3242.
Australian P;odul"ers and Traders Company
Limited, 2784.
Australian "Tomen's Xational League, 168;.
Bass Valley Railw:1Y. I~n.
Rel1digo School of }lint's, 2;i.B.
Boolarra to Toora Road, 4023.
Binder Twine, 85e).
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2003, 4208.
Br;cks-Cost to (~o\'ernment, 228; Brick rombine, 1688. 2801, 2()~I, 2974.
Brunswick Reserve, 4084.
Buclget, q84; Supplementary Budget Statement. 1860.
Building Trade~ Strike, :noo, 3400. 4140, 4IR~.
Push Fires Bill, 1458. 3302, 3861.
.
Butter Commission,. 2l)e), 144, 44.~' 4 8<), 634.
2~02. 41)2.
Cabmen's Grievance Committee, 3233,
Case of an. Old-arre Pensioner, 800.
Chihlren's Courts Bill. 1905.
rhina Naval \.ontin~ent. 144.
rlose of the Session, 4227.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill.
33 88 , 3391.
Coal Commission-P;IYments to Dr. Howitt,
.1 8 7.
Co:d Miners-Proposed "-ages Board, 6.B ~
'Y:lges of Miners. z;64.
Cchuna Railway, 4082.
Committee of Public Accounts, 2<)0.
Companies Act 18q6 Further Amendment Bill.
1~4<)·

Ccmpanies

Law

Further

Amendment

243q·

Compulsory Voting Bill, 384.

Bill J

LEG ISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Mr. THOMAS (continued)Consolidated Revenue Application Bill, ~7.So,
38 54.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I), 127.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 293.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 14 14'
Cc..nsolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2303.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.5), 3171.
Continuation Schools, 446, 2643'
Control of Public Bodies Bill, 2107.
Copies of Statutes for Members, 3069'
Cressy and Pitfield Plains Railway, 3168,
32 34.
Croajingolong Roads, 4085.
Dentists Bill, 3642.
Despa.tch of Business, 3848, 3860.
Dight's Fall!', 185C)'
.
l)oncaster and Kew Proposed Electnc Rail-

BENT,

way, 3718.

II!

Draioage Areac; Act 1905 Amendment Bill,
l4I7, 1420, 14 21 •
Dredge John Ntmmo, 228; Dredge Walrus,
20':17. 140 T ,

,,1I8.

Dredging Plant Purchases, 227, 1456, 15 02 ,
2°34·
Dr. Rentoul, 87, 112 ..
Eight Hours Art UnIOn, 3848 .
Elster Creek, 4028. .
.
Exhibition Grounds-Bettmg at Sports, 24 25,
2543·
B'll
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment
1,
28
2
8
3193, 3233, 3241, 3275, 3 7 , 3 5, 3297,
:3298, 3299, 3898, .N24, 39 28 .
.
Fatal Accident at Hawksburn RaIlway Station, 2.~88.
.
h .
Federal Parliament CandIdature for t e
Senate, 898 j 'Federal Elections, 33 22 , 3.S96 .
Filters for State Schools, 253 8 .
Flemington Race-course, 344·
Flood at Footscray, 14 14.
Flood Damages, 4028.
Footscray Magistrates, 1859.
,
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bdl, 4140.
Gam1ng Suppression Bill, 1745, 1787, 1828,
1843, 1850, 1856, 19 1 9, 19 22 , 193 1, 1937,
193~, 1942, 1944, 1945, 1948 , 1949, 1966 ,
2008, 2016, 2031, 2032, 2033, 2055, 2060,
2071, 2072, 2°79, 2130, 2133, 2140, 21 4 2,
2143, 2147, 2148, 2159, 2181, 2183, 2186,
2215, 2223, 2288, 2296, 2306, 2326, 235 0,
2373, 2394, 2399, 2446 , 245 1, 245 2, 2466 ,
2507, 2508, 25II, 2516, 2518, 2520, 25 21 ,
2522, 2591, 26 II , 2619, 2621, 2622, 264 2 ,
2657, 2658, 2827, 2860, 2862, 2906, 2973,
2997, 302 9, 3°3 2, 3035, 39°3·
Geelong Harbor Trust, 2q8, 444, 4084·
Geelong Waterworks, 153 2.
Gembr.Jok Railway Accident, 447·
Goulburn River Levees, 228.
Government Buildings-Plans for Construction, 2590.
Government and Private Members' Business,
1562, 1723, 2071, 2.'B2, 2505, 2621, 2801,
3488, 3750, 4024·
Governor's Levees-Private Entree, 2764.
Governor's Speech, 84, 3 12 , 3 2 .1, 34 2 .
IIr.proved Small Holdings Bill, 880, 883, 3268 ,
3,3°7·
Income Tax, 861, 869, 871.
Income Tax Bill, 871, 1°43, 1051.
Inter-State Conference, 19 17, 1992.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 1817, 2765,
2766, 2910, ~932, 2934, 2935, 345 2.
] ustices of the Peace, 4002.

(21)

Mr. THOMAS (continued)Labour Bureau, 85, 86, 718.
Lake Bolac Railwav 4082.
Land Settlement, 4015.
Licensing Bill, 490, 49 1, 5°4, 505, 5°7, 508,
635, 673, 96 7, 10 75, 1082, 122 3, 13 21 , 1433,
15 16 , 15 22 , 1530, 1570, 1585, 1606, 1613,
1617, 1621, 1623, 1626" 1630, 1632, 3194,
33 22 , 336~ 346 9, 3500, 35 61 , 3565, 3566,
3573. 35 8 4, 359 1, 3595, 3643, 3654, 30 55,
.10.17, 3059, 3660, 3663, 3667, 3668, 3671,
36 77, 36 78 , 3680, 37 24, 37 25, 373 2, 3743,
3749, 3.75 0, 375 2, 3753, 3754, 3756 , 3761,
J7 0 3, 37 04, 37 6 5, j~03, 38°5, 3819, 3828 ,
3'82 9, 3831, 3832, 3834, 3836, 3840, 3842,
3-846 , 3847, 3862 , 4 135, 4 188 , 4195, 4210,
4 21 7.
Little Yarra Tramwav, lOll.
Loan Acts Amendment Bill, 3434, 3542, 3546.
Loan Conversion, 2~88.
Longwarry Land Re-classification Bill, 4210.
Lunatic Asylums" 2271.
Maldon Rates Bill, 3040, 3101 , 3174.
'Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 4133.
Melbourne Public Library, 3996.
Minimum \Vage, 4022.
Mining at Bendigo, 2271.
:Moe to \Valhalla I{ailway, 4028.
Moormbool Forest-Timber Rights, 181;'.
Mr. Lemmon and the Age Newspaper, 1686.
Mr. Panton, P.M., 3641.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 420, 897, 898, 899.
New Railway Station. at Spencer-street, 194,
297·
Newport to Graham-street-Proposed Railway,
1859.
OILl-Age Pensions, 634, 1646.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amend.
ment Bill, 915.
Order of Business, 1686.
Payment of Railway Employes, 1241.
Phrenix Foundry Company, 345.
Pianos for State Schools, 2536, 2590, 2i13~
273 6 , 275 6 , 3898 .
Pitfield to Bseac Railway, 633.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 2439.
Police-Royal Commission, 2259.
Port Campbell Railway, 2254.
Printers and Newspapers Act 1895 Amendment
Bill, 4136.
Printing Overseer at Pentridge, 297.
Prison Labour, 4120.
Privilege-Mr. Solly and 'the Government,
18i, 188, 19 2, IQ3; Rev. H. \'-orrall. 487,
488 , 560, 561 , 586, 588, 596; the Age N ewspaper, 2039.
Prize Fights, 717.
Prosecutions of Employes Paid Sweating
\Vages, 4003.
Public Instruction Truancv, lOll; Mr.
Fussell,
2891;
Payment ·of Teachers'
Salaries, 3166; Condilioo of State Schools,

BENT,

317 2 .

Public Meetings Regulating Bill, 384, 3394.
Public Service Promotions, 2271.
Public !Trusts and Boards-Importation of
Goods, 2034.
Public Works Department, 4019.
Railway Department-Passenger Platform at
North Fitzroy, 228; Railway Employes and
Municipal Elections, 439; Special Excursion Trains, 3642; Contracts for Glassware
and Earthenware, 86o; Task Work bv Employes, 898; Hours of Employes,· 1153;
New Railway Carriages, 1223; Goods Sheds

IKDEX.
BEN;r, Mr. THOMAS

(continued)-

Employes, 1240, 1416; Newport \Yorkshops,
4II8; Gratuities, 4201; Wages of Employes,
1348, 2333, 402 5, 4118; Conferences between Commissioners and Officers, 14.93,
1646; Saw Mill Department at Newport,
1646; Carriage of Coal, 1532, 1816, 2303,
4009; of Agricultural Produce, 2303, 400 9;
Alleged Favoritism, 2034, 2249; Distribution of Passengers' Luggage at Spencerstreet, 2249; Sunday Labour and dvertime,
2426, 2437, 25 89, 40 90 , 40 94, 4 0 97; Suicide
of Employes, :.146,; Candidates for Employment as Junior Clerks, 2467; Rebates
on Carriage of 'Wool, 2763; Ivanhoe Station,
.17 64; Fares on Heidelberg Line, 27 6 4;
Tenders for Victorian Coal, 2937, 38 97;
Hours of Enginemen at Elsternwick Electric
Power-house, 4180; Cabs at Spencer-street,
3433; Specia~ Trains for Ministers, 39':}0;
Estimates of Department, 40 44.
Railway Lands Acquisition Act, 633·
}bilway Loan Application Bill, 3434, 3547,
3549, 3550 , 355 1, 3559'
Railway Loan Bill, 3434, 344 8, 355 2, 3555,
355 8 :
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employt:s, 4086, 4 103.
Railway Surveys, 3 228 .
Railways Audit Bill, 1286, 12 9 1, 13 24, 13 29,
.
1547, 1555, 1995·
Ibilways Commissioners-quest!on of Reappointment, 3362; ChalTman s Leave of
Absence and Expenses, 4 181 .
Railways Service-Represe~tation, 33 6.1.
Resignation of Mr. Irvme-Comphmentary
Motion, 448, 48 3.
Re~ignation of Mr. Murray as Minister of
Lands, 898.
H('signation of Mr. S?lly, 25 8 7 ..
Road vVorks and Bndges, 408 5.
Roads to Mountain Resorts 5 17, p 8 5·
Roval Agricultural Show, 1286.
Savings Banks Deposits, 293 8 .
S("hool of Domestic Economy, 3097 . .
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 382 ,
]87, 409, 4 11 , 5 12 , 53 8 .
Sentence on a Nurse, 799·
Sessional Arrangements-Days and Hours of
~Ieeting, 381, 1116, 1501, 1,,62, 1648. 1818,
lQ95. 2250. 24]Q, 276~, 280], 28ql, 28 93.
Sham J e\vellery, 634·
Sly-grog Selling, I~19·
.
..
South Africa Contmgents PenSlOns Act IC)O"
06
0
Amendment Bill, 2254, 23 3, 23 .
South and East Melbourne Lands Bill, 24 25,
24 26 , 2782, 2783, 280], 2804.
.
South Melbourne Land Act 190.5 Repeal Bill,
384, 4 20 .
South Melbourne Market, 40 34.
State School Play Grounds, II.
St:lte Schools Exhibition, 1416, 14 17, 1588 ;
Railwav Fares, 1451.
State Schools-Sewing Machi.ne~. I~32, 38q8:
St. Kilda and Bri[!hton Electnc Street RaIl·
waY Extension Bill. 1533, 1543, 1546 , 1.~q4'
1::;06, 1648, 1649, 1650, 16 54, 1661, 166 5,
2047, 20 53.
St. Kilda Cemetery Trustees, 25 88 .
'Strangers, 21 59.
66
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2106, 24 ,
2688.
Supplementary Estimates, 267, 26 9, 279, 28 5,
2C)I, 2C)2, 293·

Mr. THOM.\S (continued)Supply-Votes on Account, 88, 103, 112, 125,
1408, 1409, 2266,'p68 ; Item "Miscellaneous," 2302; Consideration of the E'stimates, 2588.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1043, 1053, 1058, 1060,
1139, 1142, 1145·
Suspension of Standing Orders, 88.
Talbot Colo'ly for Epileptics Act 1905
Amendment Bill, 385, 418, 420.
The late Mr. Seddon, 17, 19.
Totalizators (Legalized)-Revenue from, 2468.
Tourists' Bureau, 1285, 4085.
Trawool Storage Basin, 49.
Trust Funds Act 1807 Further Amendment
Bill, 3301, 3362.
Trustees Law Amendment Bill, II, 416.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2795, 2796, 2801, 3316,
33 1 9.
Unemployed, 84, 85, 341, 420, 730, 1052, II21,
13 22 , 1497, 3400 .
Unpunctuality of Meeting, 2977.
Victoria Racing Club, 2467.
Victorian Loans Redemption and Conversion
Bill, Si l , 979, 98 3, 984.
Visitors, 558, 2034, 3718, 3899.
Voting bv Post Bill, 3l23.
Voting bv Post Bill (No.2), 4 137.
vVater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3434,
37 1 9, 37 6 5.
\J\o'aterworks Lands Sale Bill, 3301.
vVays and Means, 88, 127, 293, '1414, 2303.
'F71, 4 12 7.
Wholesale Market at South Melbourne, 1816.
Wido·,"s and Young Children Maintenance
Bill, 2790.
William Burston Bill, 3899, 4 134, 4135.
'Women's Suffrage Bill, 945.
\Vorkers Accidents Compensation Bill, 12J],
2969.
Working Men's College, 3996.

BENT,

Bethanga Gold Mines

Company.

(See .Mint's

Department.)
Betting at Sports-Question by Mr. Graham
re betting at sports on Exhibition Grounds,
:.2424; statements by Mr. Graham, 2541, 2559;
by Mr. Bent, 2543; bv Mr. Solly, 2.~44; by
Mr. Benley, 2~4S; bv Mr. G. H. Bennett,
2~::;4; by Mr. Gaunson, 2Ci78.
Bills -Discharged from the Paper-Bush Fires
Bill (No. I), 1532; Adult Suffrage (Legislative Assembly) Bill, 1723; Fruit Cases
Bill (No. I), 1856; Levees Construction Bill,
3860; Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill,
3860; Murray Settlement Bill, 3860; South
Melbourne Mechanics' Institute Bill, 3860;
Bush Fires Bill (No.2), 3860; Municipal Association Incorporation Bill, .~860; Indeterminate Sentences Bill, 3860; Thistle Act Further Amendment Bill, 3860; Prize Fighting
Suppression Bill, :~860; Control of Public
Bodies BIll. 3860; Voting by Post Bill (No.
I), 4136; Limitation of Actions Bill, 4231.
BILLSON,. Mr. A. A. (Ovens)
Boilers Inspection Bill. 1887, 1891, 2003.
Davs and Hours of Meeting, 1116, 2896.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1679, 2402, 244 1,
2458, 2628.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 813, 878.
Jm~tices of the Peace, 4001.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 1817.

LEGISLA.T]VE ASSEMBLY.

Mr. A. A. (contillued)Licensing Bill, 949, 150 5, 15 23,
1606, 1614, 1620, 1625, 3488,
3660, 366 7, 36 70 , )67 2, 373 1,
3i55, 3760, 376 4, 3804, 380 9,
382 4, 3826 , 3829, 3831, 3834,
384 1 .

Mr. J. W. (continued)~
Votes on Account, 107, 108, II3.
Women'5 Suffrage Bill, 937, 944.
Widows and Young Children Maintena.nce
Bill, 1079, 2785, 27QO.

BILLSO~,

BILI.SON,

1561 ,
3496,
3734,
381 3,
3835,

157 1,
3646,
375 1 ,
381 4,
3837,

Lunatic Asylum Employes, 757, 2276, 3992.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 890, 90 9, 9I1.
Passengers' Luggage at Spencer-street, 2249.
Pianos for State Schools, 2722.
Plospecting, 4038.
Rabbit Extirpation -Phosphorus Bait, 3897.
Roads to Mountain Resorts, 512, 1285.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 512.
Tourists' Bureau, 1285, 4085.
Water SUlPly Loans Application Bill, 3~6x.
Mr. J. \V. (Fitzrt'y)
Annexation of North Fitzroy by Fitzroy, 193.
Australian Women's National League, 1687.
Boilers Inspection .Bill, 1876, 1880, 1882,
1884, 1885, 1886, 19Q6, 1998, 2004, 3867.
Children's Courts Bill, 3851.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
339 1.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
29 60 , 296 S, 4 2 °7.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 2892, 2893.
Disorderly Statements, 107.
Divisions, 665.
Export Trade, 108.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
31 93, 32 78, 39 26 .
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill,
4 2 °4.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3043.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1792, 1832, 1919,
1945, 1966, 20 32, 2064, 208 5, 21 55, 21 59,
2162, 2164, 2188, 218Q, 2220, 2330, 2331,
2348 , 23 84, 2457, 2468 , 25 0 7, 26 50 , 26 51,
2660, 3°°3, 3021 , 39°9, 3915.
Glassware Contracts in Railway Department,

BILLSON,

8SQ·

Go,:ernor's Speech, 370.
Improved Small HOldings Bill, 836, 3308.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2766.
Juvenile Smokmg Prevention Bill, 665.
Licensing Bill, 1319, 1516, 15 21 , 15 29, 1571,
3581 , 35 83, 35~5, 359 1 , 359 2, 3660, 3744,
3746 , 3753, 3757, 375 8, 3828 , 3845, 4 189.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 3037.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
3221 , 3443, 3444·
Mr. Gaunson, 4°30.
Old-age Pensions, 113.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amendment Bill, 916.
Passenger Platform at North Fitzroy, 228.
Pianos for State Schools, 25 8 5, 2736, 2754·
Privilege-Mr. Sollv and 'the Government,_
188, 190; Rev. H. Worrall, Sq8.
Public Instruction Fortnightly Pay for
Teachers, 2284; Training College, 2284.
Public Meetings Regulating Bill, 3396.
Railway Department-Employes, 1240.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 478.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 40 5, 533,
536 .
St. James' ,Church Lancls Bill, 3970, 4180.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2104.
Training College Students, 4128.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 33 19, 3320, 3321, 33 22 .

Mr. JOliN (Wangaratta)
Agricultural Education, 4131.
Budget, 3892.
Bush Fires Bill, 3862.
Children's Courts Bill, 3209, 3213, 3215, 3216,
321 7.
Country Party, 4131.
D~ys and Hours of Meeting, 2893.
Export Trade Expenditure, 4131.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 12 5, 3 2 95.
Fact~ries (Employ!nent of Chinese) BiU, 3219GainIng SuppresslOn Bill, 1834, 1843, 1844,
19 19, 1956, 2081.
Improved Small HolJings Bill, 3264.
Income Tax, 86 5.
Licensing Bill, 130 ;-, 3563, 3650, 3752, 381 3,
3822 , 3847, 4 1 94.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 888.
Phylloxera Resistent Vines, 227 8 .
Pianos for State Schools, 275 0 .
Prison Labour, 4122.
Privilege-Rev. H. \Vorrall, 594.
Pub~ic Instruction-Truancy, 101 I.
Railway Department - Sunday Labour and
Overtime, 2428.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 46 7.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 53 2 .
Supplementary Estimates, 291.
Fnclaimed Funds Bill, 3321.
Vaccination, 1993.

BOWSER,

Binder Twine-Question by Mr. Hannah rc
underweight binder twine, 859.
Board of Public Health. (See Health Department.)
Boilers Inspection Bill-Brought in by Sir
Samuel Gillott and read first time, 385)
second reading moved by Sir Samuel Gillott,
1869; debated, 1870; Bill read second time,
18 79; considered in Committee, 1879; consideration of report, 1995; amendments 00
report, 1998; third reading, 2007; amendmen.ts of Legislative Council dealt ~ith,
3862 , 4208, 422 4.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation Bill
-Brought in by Mr. Murray and read first
time, 381; second reading moved by Mr.
Murray, 518; debated, 524, 736; Bill read
second time, 746; considered in Committee,
746 ; third reading, 754; amendments proposed after third reading, 755.
Boring for Water. (See Water Supply.)
Mr. J. A. (llfelbourne)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1293,
1428.
Ancient Lights Declaratory Bill, 1449.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1996.
Building Trades Strike, 4181.
Coal, 118, 4010.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
38", 1436 , 1449, 2957, 29S9, 2960, 2964, 2968,
~862, 4024, 4206, 4207.
Conversation in the Chamber, 1513.

BOYD,

I~))EX.

:\1r. J. A. (continued)Divisions, 943.
Dr . .i{entoul, 87.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
328 7.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Dill,
4 1 39.
Fluit Case.;; Bill (No.2), 30 46 , 3047, 305I.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1676, 1823, 1840,
1848, 185.l, 2013, 2017, 2028, 2031, 20 55,
2057, 2060, 2074, 2146, 2201, 2202, 2203,
2217, 2218, 2219, 2222, 2357, 2368, 236 9,
2~99, 2456, 260 4, 2607, 261 4, 262 9, 2644,
2650, 26~1, 2652, 2659, 2660, 2675, 2680,
2819, 28:3:-, 2842, 2843, 2861, 2862, 2973,
~()1(), 3!)1~, 3922.

DOYD,

Gl, /'Son v. T"ictorian Railways Commiss-ioners,
796 .

Coyernor's Speech, 2f)6, 3 19, 3 26 , 339.
I-Toms of Meeting, 2253·
Income Tax, 864.
Income Tax Petition, 861, lOll.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 660.
Licensing Bill, 1075, 1568, 15 6 9, 157 8,
1.399, 1611, 1612, 1620, 2152~ 35 68 ,
3SQo, 3Sl)4, 37 25, 37 28 , 3734) 3755,
3X24, 3830, 3843, 3841' :~847, 4 18 7,

1579,
35 8 5,
381 7,
4 189,

41~'4·

Lunatic AsYlums Payment of Casual
Warders, 860.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3098 ,
3 100 , 38 54, 4 133.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Dill,
3 22 1.
Moe to Walhalla Railway, 4028 .
~Jcney Lenders Bill,'1 06 4·
Municipal Endowment Bill, 894·
Privilege-Ml'. Solly ancl the Government,
18C); Rev. H. 'Vorrall, 560, 568; the Agt~
Newspaper, 2035, 2037.
Railwav Department-Engineer, St. Kilda and
Brighton Electric Street Railway, 118.
Railw"av Loan Application Dill, 3552.
Railway Loan Dill, 3553·
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismis"ed
Employes, 4097.
Railways 'Audit Bill, 13 27.
Repetitions, 25:-5·
.
.
Separate Rel21'esen!atlOn Repeal. TIlII, 387'
St. Kilda and llnghton ElectrIC Street Railway Extension Bill, 1 ~Q6, 1659, 1660.
Supplementarv Estimates, 276.
Surpl us Reveiwe Bill, 1054.
Victorian Loans Redemption and COlwersion
Bill, 982.
Yotes on Account, 118.
Voting by Post Bill, 4 136 , 41~7·
'Yidows and Youl'l.g Children Mainten:1l1ce
Bill, 1078, 1080.
'Vomen's Suffrage Bill, Q21, C)3 6 , 947, 949·
'Vorkmen's Homes at Geelong, 4028.
lhe\\ ('r,;' Licences-Question by Ur. G. H.
Bennett, 298.
Bricks, Supply of - Question by Mr. Beard,
228; bv Mr. Hannah re increase of prices
charged by the "Brick Combine," 1687.;
statement bv Mr. Hannah re alleged refusal
of "Brick" Combine" to supply bricks to
certain contractors, 2.184; question by Mr.
Beazlev, 2801; statement by Mr. Hannah
(on m~tion for adjournment of the House)
rc "Brick Combine" and its relationship to

Bricks, Supply of (contlnued)the Government in the supply of bricks,
2938; subject discussed, 2942-57; copy of
agreement between the Government and the
"Brick Combine" laid on the table, 2974.
Brighton Beach-Statement by Mr. Gaunson re
planting tea-tree, 2286.
Britannia United Gold Mining Company-Statement by !vir. H. S Bennett re non-payment
of wages, 1586; by Ml'. McGrath, 1586;
by Mr. McGregor, 1586; by Mr. McLeod,
15C)1; questions by Mr. McGregor, 2590,
27 63.
Mr. F. H. (Carlton)
Butter Commission-Payments to Mr. Croker,
2299, 4129,4132; Expenses in .nnexion with
Commission, 4132.
Children's Courts Bill, 3216.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 1 32 , 3 18 7.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1853,
IC)6 3, 212 7, 2166, 2173, 2180, 221 3, 2223,
2224, 23 14, 23 27, 2339, 236 5, 2390 , 2397,
245 1, 25 0 5, 26:;6, 2804, 2834, 2841, 284 2,
2861, 299 2, 2997.
Governor's SpeeCh, 326.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill. ~!\2.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 6'68.
Labour Party, 1687.
Legislative Assemblv Chamber, 401~.
Licensing Bill, 1506, 1512, 1515, 1516, 1 ~60,
156 3, 162 5, 1628, .1 6 75, 3678, 3679, 3836,
3844. 4 136 , 4 188 , 4 19 1, 4 196.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 3037.
Melbourne Public Librarv-External Licrhtin(Y
2988; Extension of Buildings, 3997. b
h'
Moe to 'Valhalla Railway, 40 3'3.
Old-age Pensions, 4008.
Par.k~ and Gar~le~s-Removal of Fences. 401 7.
P~tJtlOn for LlI1llted Sunday Trading, 36 43.
Pl~nos for State Schools, 274 6 .
RaIlway Department-Sunday Labour and
Overtime, 2438.
Railwav Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Empion's, 4106.
Resignation of Mr. In'ine, 4 86 .
Rulings as Acting Chairman-Gaming Suppression Hill, 2367, 2369, 2370; divisions,
3747, 3748 ; accusing a member of "stonewalling," 2369; illness of Mr. Morrissey,
3444; Licensing Bill, 3482; interjections,
373 0 ; mode of putting amendments, 374S;
use .of the word" impudence," .175 8 .
.
St. Kiida Cemetery Trustees, 25 60 .
The late Mr. Seddon, 19.
Tinsmiths' Trade-Permits to vVork for Less
than Minimum 'Vage, 298.
Tramway Traffic, 1410.
Votes on Account, 1410; " Miscellaneous,"
2299·
Wages Boards (New), 1138.
'Vomen's Suffrage Bill,' 93 8 .

BIW)ILEY,

Budget, The-Brought down bv Mr. Bent in
Committee of Supply, 1184"; supplementar"
Budget statement bv Mr. Bent, 1860"6g';
Budget debated by Mr. Prendergast, 39 2Q;
Mr. Murray, 3C)73; Mr. Colechin, 3976; Mr.
Livingston, 397C); ~1r. Bowser, 3082; Mr.
Keogh, 3C)83; Mr. Carlisle, 3Q83; Mr.
McKenzie, 3984 j Mr . .T. Cameron, 3984;
:Mr. A. S. Bailes, 3985; Mr. Gray, 3987.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Building Trades.
(See Strike in Building
Trades.}
Bush Fires-Statement by Mr. A. S. Bailes re
necessity of legislating for the prevention
of bush fires, 2524; by Mr. Bent, 2533; by
Mr. Langdon, 2539.
(See also Bush Fires
Bill.)
Bush Fires Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and
read a first time, 1458; discharged from
paper, 1532.
Bush Fires Bill (No. 2)-Brought in by Mr.
Bent, and read first time, 3302; discharged
from paper, 3860.
Business, Order of-Sessional order re Government business and private members' business
adopted, 381; sessional order fixing order of
business on \~ednesdays suspended to allow
Government business to take precedence,
1562 , 20 71, 233 2, 25 05, 2621, 3488, 3750,
4 02 4.
Butter Commission-Question by Mr. Boyd re
expenses of Commission) 276; statement
by Mr. Graham re recommendations of
Commission, 281; bv Mr. \iVarde, 282; by
Mr. Watt, 282; by Mr. Gaunson, 284; question by Mr. Warde re costs paid to Mr. W.
H. Croker, 299, 489; by Mr. Harris, ,634;
by Mr. Bromley, 2299; statement by Mr.
Bromley, 4129; by Mr. Bent, 4132; ques~
tions by Mr. Graham re obtaining legal
opinion on evidence given before the Commission, 344, 445·
Butter Industry-Question by Mr. Keogh re
securing better terms for carriage of butter
in conn ex ion with new ocean mail contract,
672; by Mr. Graham re co-operative butter
factories, 1745.
Cabmen's Grievances-Motion by Mr. Bent for
appointment of Select Committee re grievances of cabmen, agreed to, 3233.
Cabs at Spencer-street Railway Station.
(See
Railway Department.)
Mr. E. H. (Evelyn)
Contractor at Shepparton-Alleged· Injustice,
4 018 .
Drainage Areas \Act 1905 Amendment Bill,
490, 1546', 1818.
Goulburn Levees, 2590.
Lady Loch s.s.-Second Officer, 3641.
Legislative Assembly Chamber, 4018.
Levees Construction Bill, 385.
Maintenance of Main Roads, 1323.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 555, 908.
Municipal Endowment-Dundas and Beechworth Shires, 1493.
Municipalities-Enforcement of Duties, 3301.
St. Kilda Cemetery Trustees, 2558.
The Clerk (Mr. T. G. Watson), 2935.
Vlarrnambool vVater Trust, 1646.

CAMERON,

CA~{ERON_

Mr. JAMES (Gippsland East)
Administration and Probate Duties Bi1l, 1427.
Agricultural Class~s, 4129.
Bairnsdale School of Mines, 2551.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 740, 751.
Budget, 3984.
Close of the Session, 4230.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
33 86 .
Days and Hours of Meeting, 1117, 2895.

(25)

CA~IERON,

Mr. JA~fES (continued)Drainage Law Amendment Bill, 386, 19 13,
19 16 , 19 1 7.
Dredging Leases, 1585, 1816.
East GIppsland-Railway Construction, 2986:
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1729, 2168, 2202,
2458, 2462, 2502, 25 13, 2517, 2633, 2830,
2997, 301 1.
Governor's Speech, 363'
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 802, 8;-8, 883,
3 258 , 3'269·
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 789'
Lake Bolae Railway, 4084'
Land for Mechanics' Institute, 2274.
Licensing Bill, 3576, 3584, 3649, 3660, 3662,
373 8, 3744, 3745, 380 9, 381 3, 3818 , 3833.
Maize-picking, II7.
Maldon Rates Bill, 3174" 3178.
Mallee Lands-Railway Construction, 2<)86.
Monaro Plains, 2986.
Muni6pal Endowment Bill, 891.
Personal Explanation, 2168.
Police Force Promotions, 2985Rabbit Extirpation, 2299.
Railway Loan Bill, 3554.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4099, 4105.
Railways Audit Bill, 1551.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1660.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 189.2.
Superintendent of Exports, 1225.
Supplementary Estimates, 285.
Unemployed, 726.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 34~I.
Votes on Account, 117.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3458,
346 1.
Waterworks Land Sale Bill, 3368.
H . .T. M. (Glenelg)
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2485.
Governor's Speech, 12.
Licensing Bill, 3652.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 906.
Railway Rebates, 2763, 4109.

CAMPBELL, l\fr.

Candle-makers.
(See Factories and
Shops
Acts.)
Cardboard Box-makers.
(See Factories and
Shops Acts.)
Mr. J. J. (Benalla)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1333.
Agricultural Classes, 4131.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2002, 3864Brick Combine, 2944.
Budget, 3983.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
33 88 .
Divisions, 3747.
Dredging Leases, 800.
Federal Pariiamf':nt Elections, 3322.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3044, 3045, 3050.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2024, 2993.
Goulburn Valley Floods, 4132.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 833- 3308,
331 I.
Licf':l1sing Bill, 1506, 3593, 3728, 3731, 3809,
384 6.
~lonev Lenders Bill,,06,.
Municipal Endowment Bill, <)11.
\Vages Boards, 4132.

CARLISLE,

(26)

IXDEX.

Carrum Drainage Scheme-Question by Mr.
Elmslie, 1687; by Mr. Ke,lst re special improvement rate, 4181.
Cemeteries-Statement by Mr. Elmslie re action
of cemetery trustees' in competing in reaard
t.<;> grave decor.ltions, 2555; by Mr. E.b H.
L ameron. 2559.
(See also Pditiotls and
St. Ailtia Cemt'lery.)

CII.URMAX OF CmDllTTU:S, The (Mr. A.
CRAn::\)-Rulings and Statements of-

\,y.

Allegel.l ., S~one-walling," 1829, 2903, 2969'
Aclm1l11stratlOn and Probate Duties Bill, 1426.
Amendments, 1583, 1823, 1841, 189i, 1968,
2021, 2023, 2028, 2031, 2032, 2130, 2134,
2183, 2184, 2210, 2288, 2292, 2293, 2384,
2-l56, 2b02.
Bills-l'ustponement of Clauses, 1941, 1947,
21 46 , 2293; new. clauses, 2324, 2325, 2326,
2994, 299i, 3002 , 3003·
Casting Yote-Boilers Inspection Dill, 1886.
Close of the ~ession, 4233.
Conversation in the Chamber, 1513.
De~a~e --:; Use
of term "political larrikm~s!ll.'
,,10';"; use of term "pot.house
jJolltlctan. _108; personal remarks regarding
members,boi, 1564,_ IS,8, 1838. 1842, 1843,
1844, 1l)23. 1942, 2860; use of term" windb'lg," 944;. speaking twice on same point of
<;>rder. 142b; use of term" humbugs," 1524;
Irrelevant remarks, IS68, 1648. 1820, 1936,
IlI}i; secolHI-reading speeches in Comnuttee,
IS!)6.
1820; accusing a
memher
u[
.. uttering
a
brutal
slander"
1612,; reflecting upon the vote of COI~l'
mittee, 1616; interjections, 1838, 2127;
referring to a Bill as a "hotchpotch,"
18S3; charging a member with trying to mislead the. {'oll1miltee, 1886; imputing impro.
l,er motl\'es, H)42, 1968, 2842; discussinG
('ha~rll1an:~ rul;ng, Hl44; di50beying Chair~
Illan s rulll1g. H)4S. IC)51; latitude allowed to
r.eader of the Hause, 22QO; stating that a
member's conduct was "cowardlv and contemptible," 2033; use of term· "drivel,"
2C)76; reading newspapers, 2197; letters,
2202; addressing members by name, 2215;
\lse of term "Holy Joes," 23ql; reading
Ilewspaper articles. 4°10; readin« letters retlectinl-! on members, 4086.
,.,
n~\"isions, 665, 666, 1628. 2818, 2973·
(;;lming Suppression Rill, 1819, 1820, 182 3,
1841, 1842, 1843. 1844, 192i, 19 28 , 19 2 9,
H)35, H)3 6 , 196" 2015, 201 9, 212 5. 21 35,
2.294, 22Q5, 23 0 i, 23IJ, 23 82 , 244 2 , 2444,
2446, 24.~1, 2614, 2616. 2644. 28 52, 28 59,
lC)05. 2q06. 2C)o8. 2c)<)4.
Imposition of Taxation, ~o-, 2615'
Lirensing Bill, 503, .~~6, I 507, 1.~12, 15 24,
1525, IS26, I~2i' 1568, 15 6 9, 1570, ISi l ,
I~78, 15i9. 1611.
~Iotions to Report Prog-rc!'s, H)16.
" l'\ aming" an Honorable Member, 1629, 1630,
lC)45'
Personal Explanations, 668, 1923.
~tnngers, IQ67.
The Premier and the Chair, Ir)4'i. I 94().
"'omen's Suffrage Bill, ·944, 945, 946, 947,
"4 8 , 94C)·

Chairmen of Committees (Temporary)-Appointment of Mr. G. H. Bennett, Mr. Howser,
Mr. Bromley, Mr. Duffus, and Mr. ThomS011 to act as temporary chairmen, announced, II.
Charitable Institutions-Statement by Mr. Solly
r.e need of. re-organization, 2283.
Chantable H.el.lef-:-S~atement by l\1r. Prendergast re dlstnbuhon of relief by Govern·
. ment, 1°52; by Mr. Bent, 1052.
Chlef. Secretary-Resignation of Sir Samuel
Gtllott-Statement by Mr. Bent, 3360.
Chief Secretary's Department-Vote for Department discussed in Committee of Supply, 3991.
Chil~ren's Cour.ts Bill-Received from Legislative Counc~l, and read first time, 19c)S;
second readmg m?ved by Mr. Mackey, 3201 ;
deb3:ted, 32~1; Bill read second time, 3210;
considered 10 ,Committee, 3210; third read·
ing, 3219; amendment after third reading,
321Q; message from Legislative Council
dealt with, 3850.
China Naval Contingent-Question by Mr. Boyd
re compensation of members of continaent
.276; by Mr. Lemmon, 344.
....
,
Chnstmas Holidays-Question by Mr. G. H.
Dennett, 2988.
Closer Settlement-Question bv Mr. Farrer re
pl.0':lghing land for settlers, 717; by Mr.
LlVl11gston re valuations, 1994; by Mr.
Murray re proposed resumption of land in
Western District, 2979; statement by Mr.
Morrissey re work of Lands Purchase
Board, 4115. (See :I.1so Closer Settlement
Act 1904 Amendment Bill, and Improved
Small Holdings Bill).
Closer Settlement Act lC)04 Amendment Bill~rought in by Mr. Murray, and read first
tune, 382; second reading moved by Mr.
Mackey, 3242; debated, .B7S; Bill read
second time, 3387; considered in Committee, 3387; third reading, 3394' amendment a~ter .third reading, 3394; am'endments
of LegislatIve Council dealt with, 4202.
Coachbuilqers. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Coal Commission-Question by Mr. Boyd re expenses of Commission, 276; statement by
Mr. Bent re amount paid to Chairman of
Commission, ~87.
Coal Contracts. (See Railway Department.)
Coal Miners-Questions bv Mr. Lemmon re creation of wages board-, 633, 1416; re eiaht
hours condition in railway coal contra~b
27 64.
'
Coal, Victorian-Statement by Mr. Watt re use
of Victorian coal bv Railwav Department,
27.1; by Mr. Colechin, 280; by Mr. tivingston. 290. (See also Railway DepartmentCoal, Carriage oj; Coal Contracts; an(l
Coal Miners.
Cohuna-Railway to-Motion bv Mr. Bent thnt
question of constructing railway to Cohun:l.
nnd of loading the land enhanced in vn lue
therebv be referred to Railwavs Standin<Y
Committee, 4082; rlebated, 4082 -; agreed to~
4082 ,
COLECHIN, Mr. W. H. (Geelong)
Adjournment of the House, 690.
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 142<)
Ba~'won River Fishermen, 2C)qO.
Botlers Inspection Bill, 1882, 4208, 4224.
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Mr. W. H. (continued)Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 751.
Brick Combine, 2948.
Budget, 3976.
Case of an Old-age Pensioner, 800.
Children's Courts BIll, .1213, ,3214
Close of the Session, 4230.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bdl,
3386 , 3393·
Coal, 4009.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
1444, 4208.
Consolidated Revenue App1ic~tion Bill, 3859.
Country Libraries, 2277.
Elster Creek, 4028.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3186 , 3 188 , 39 25.
Federal Pa.rliament Elections, 3596.
Filters for State Schools, 2539 ..
Fireworks at State Schools Exhibition, 1438.
Fisheries and Ga.me Acts-Expenses of 'Administration, 4021.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill,
3861, 4 204.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3°42.
Gaming SUT'T"lression Bill, 1682, 1688, 1839,
IB4I, 19.20, 1928, lQ13, 207.~, 2076, 2077,
2122, 2127, 2153, 2181, 2348, 2388, 2483,
2633, 2653, 2811, 2846, 2974, 3000, 3921.
Geelong Botanical Gardens, 3277.
Geelong Fish Acclimatisation Society, 4130.
Geelong Harbor Trust, 2278.
Geelong Library, II4, 4130.
Geelong Municipal Waterworks Trust Bill,

COLECHIN,

386 1.

.

Geelong Waterworks, 1.1)32.
Governor's Speech, 72.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 5.~2.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 81 9, 3259,
33:)5·
Inquest on late Mr. McIldowie, 421.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2931.
Justices of Peace, 4002.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 664, 667,
668.
Kardinia Park, 3936.
Labour Bureau, 85.
Licensing Bill, 97J' 1012, 1568 , 157 8 , 1579,
3577, .35 g7, 35 88 , 3593, 3676 , 36 78 , 3844,
4 1 98 .

MaJdon Rates Bill, 3 105, 3 174, 3175.
Moe to Walhalla Railway, 4028, 4°36.
Money Lenders Bill, 3057, 3059, 3060, .1062,
306 3, 306 4, 4 1 34.
Municipal Elections (Adult Suffrage) Bill,
386 .
Municipal Endowment Bill, 893.
Municipal Sheep Dips, IQI2.'
Municipalities-Enforcement of Duties, 3301.
Old-age Pensions, 800, 4006.
Pension to Mr. Chas. Read, 298<)', 3°.12.
Pianos for State Schools, 2541, 2723, 2762,
3 89 8 .
Prison Labour, 4124.
Private Members' Business, 1687, 2621.
Public Meetings Regulating Bill,':I':IQi.
Ra.ilway Communication from Newport to
Graham-street, 1859.
Railway Denartment-Suicide of Employes,
2467; En!!ine-drivers, 2Q<')0; Special Excursion Trains for Geelong, 3642; Sunday
Labour a·nd Overtime, 4094.
Railway Loan Bill, 35.~.r;.
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Mr. W. H. (continued)Railway Strike-l{einstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4102.
Railway Surveys, 3230.
Railways Audit Bill, 1291. .
Resident Inspector of Factories for Geelong,
7 18 .
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 474.
Savings Banks Deposits, 2938.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 532.
South Africa Contingents Pensions Act 190$
Amendment Bill, 2304.
State Schools-Sewing Machines, 1532, 2541,
2990, 38(}8.
St. James' Church Lands Bill, 397 1, 3972.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 3053.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2103, 2688.
Superintendent of Exports, 122.'5.
Supplementary Estimates, 279.
Technical Schools, 3173, 3998.
Unemployed, 343, 720 , II25, 1495.
Usury Prevention Bill, 386, 13.'10, 172J, 2°72.
Victoria Racing Club, 2467.
Votes on Account, II4.
V;aterworks Land Sale Bill. JJ69.
"'Theat Hags, 2S40.
.
'Workmen's Homes at Geelong, II4, 2539, 4017·

COLECHI~,

CcliLan \Yat('r Supply-Statement by Mr. Lawson re new schedule of rates, 1226; subject
discussed, 1229; statement by Mr. A. S.
Bailes re supply of water for irrigation at
Axe Creek, 2270; by Mr. Bent, 2271; return
re cost, &c., of waterworks in Bendigo district ordered, on motion of Mr. A. S.
Bailes, 3803.
Commercial Agents, Government-Question by
Mr. Boyd re expenses of mission of Messrs.
Levien and Sinclair to Eastern countries,
277; statement by Mr. Colechin, 279; by
Mr. \Vatt, 282.
Committee of Public Accounts. (See Public
Accounts, Committee of).
Committee (Select) Appointed-Cabmen's grievances, 3233.
Committees, Permanent (Appointed), II, 299, 381.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Watt (for ~r. Boyd),
and read first ti.me, 38~; second reading
moved by Mr. Boyd, 1436; debated, 1439;
Bill read second time, 1447; considered in
Committee, 1447, 2<)S7: third reading, 4206;
amendments after third reading, 4206 ;
amendment of Legislative ('ouncil dealt
with, 4224. (See also Petitions).
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Council, and read
first time, 243Q; second reading moved by
Mr. Mackey, 3237; debated, 32~7: Bill read
second time, 3238; considered in Committee,
3218; third reading, 3436; amendments
after third reading, i4:~6.
Compulsory Voting Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Bent, and rea.d first time, 384; second reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 3538; debate
adjourned, .1542.
Consolidated Revenue Anplication Bill-Governor's message brought down, and resolution for an appropriation adopted, 1i~0;
Bill brought in by Mr. Bent, and read flfst

(28)

INDEX.

Consulidated Revenue Applic,ltion Bill (contd.)time, 3750; second reading moved by ~1r.
Bent, 3g~4; debated, 38.15; Bill read second
time, 38::;1); cons;dered in Committee, 38.1<);
third .eading., 3859.
Con",olidated H.eyenue Bill (~o. I)-Brought in
by :\h. Bent, and passed through all stages,

Mr. JOR:\" (continucdlLicensing Bill, 1.1 21 , I~SC), 1~90, 3749, 37SO,

CeLf.EN,.

I

375 1 , 3808 , 38 1 3, 3~34, 3842 •

Sludge, 4038.
Sly-grog Sellin~, IIlq.
vVire Netting-Manufacture by Prison Labour,
22<)<).

12i·

Consolidated Revenue
b\' Mr. Bent, and
2;/3.6.
t..'onsolidated Revenue
b\' ~1r. Bent, and

Bill (~o. 2)-Brought in
passed through all stages,
Bill (No . .~}-Brought in
passed through all stages,

14 1 4.

CO~ls<.llidated

Revenue Bill (Xo. 4}-Brought in
by Mr. Bent, and p,lssed through all stages,
23 0 3.
Con,.lllidate(l Revenue Bill (l'\o. 'i}-Brought in
bv :Mr. Bent, and read first and secontl
ti'me, 31il; considered in Committee, :317 2 ;
third l"eadin/.!, ~173.
Continuation ~chQols. (See Public Instruction.)
Control of Public Bodies Bill-Brought in by
~[r. Bent, and read first tllne, 2IOi-8; clisch:lrged from paper, 3860.
('oode Canal-Yote for works at Coode c'1nal
di,.,cussed III Committee of Supply, 90-121.
Council of A!.! I icultmal Education-Question by
~Ir. Smith re filling vacancies, II8I.
Count-out, 20l)S.
CountrY Fire Brigade~ Bo.tr<l-Que;;tion lw ~rr.
'lcGregor rt' inquiry at Ballarat, 3166; by
~ir Alexander Pe.lcock (for ~Jr. ~[d;regor),
34.B·

Court of Indu,.,lrial
all} Shops Ads}.

Appeals.

(~ee

Fac/('rit's

CRAYE~J

MI'. A. W. (Brnambra)
Close of the Session, 4233.
:-'Iunicipal Endowment Bill, 8q4.
H.oads to Mountain Resorts, .1I6.
(See also Chairman oj Committees
S!eaka, Deputy).

anll

Cressy and l'itfIeld l'lains Railway-Motion by
~lr. Dent that question of constructing 'a
railway to Cressy and Pitfield Plains, and
of loading the lands enhanced in value
thereby be referred to Railways Standing
Committee, 3233; uebated, 3234; agreed to,
3 2 37.
Crime, Uncletected-Statement b~ Ivlr. Anstey
'I' statistics of undetected crlIne, 2296; by
Sir Samuel Gillott, 22q7; further statement
bv M r. Anstey, 2297.
CroWil Granb Bill-Receiyed from Legislative
Council, and read first time, 1856; second
reading moved bv 1\1r. Mackey, 3239;
debated, 323l); Bill read second time, 3239;
l'onsldered in ('ommittee, 323q; third re.lcllng, 3241.
Crown Lan<1s--Yote of £60,000 for construction
of new roads and improvement of Cro''''n
1:tnds disclI;;secl in Committee of Supply,
Sq-12I.
Mr. J()H'\ (Gullbowerj
('loser Settlement Act H)04 Amendment Rill,

en.TE:\",

B 87·
Flood Damages, 4027.
(~r.1Zing Leases, 4015.

Cycle Manufacturers.
• Acts.)
Dairies,

(See Factories and Shop;

Inspection
of-Statement by
NIr.
re alleged insanitary dairy at
Albert Park, 277.
])art~noor H.ailway. (See Parliamentary Stalldzng Committee on Railways.)
Days. of Si.tting. (See Sessional Arrangements.)
DentIsts Bdl-Brought in by Sir Samuel Gillott
and read first tllne, 1182; question by Mr.
A. S. Bailes (for Mr. Mackinnon), 3 64 2 .
Der~utations at Parliament House-Statement by
the Speaker, 884'
Dight's Falls-Statement by Mr. Beazley re
dang:r to yublic health through damming
of Rlyer \. ana at Dight's Falls, 1856; by
Mr. 'Vilkins, 1858; by Mr. Bent, i859;
Ijuest:on by Mr. Beazley, 1995.
Disputed Territory.
(See South Austrahall
Border.)
Di"isions-In the HOllse--On Mr. Prendergast's
amendment OIl. the motion for adoption 0 f
an Adclress-in-l~eply to the Governor's
Speech, j I ; on ~1r. H. S. Bennett's amend.
ment, 2bj; on ~-lr. Elmslie's amendment,
3 22 ; on Mr. Bent's motion for the adoptivl\
of a complimentary resolution to Mr. W.
H. Irvine, 487; on Mr. Mackinnon's amendment on l\h. Bent's motion censuring the
Rev. H. \Vorrall for breach of privilege,
59 b ; on Mr. Bent's motion,. 602; on Mr.
Bent's motion for the adjournment of the
Home on the occasion of the President's
dinner, 690; on Mr. Murray's motion for
second reading of Borhoneyghurk Timber
Reserve Reyocation Bill, 746; on Mr.
Robertson's amendment
on
Mr. vVatt's
motion for second reading of 'Vomen's
Suffrage Bill, 942; on Mr. Watt's motion for second reading of same Bill,
943; on :Mr. Bent's motion for second reading of St. Kilda and Brighton ElectriC
Street .Railway Extension Bill, 1543; on Mr.
G aunson's motion declaring certain statements in the Age newspaper to be a breach
of privilege, 204i; on Mr. Graham's
amendments on Mr. A. S. Bailes' motion for
appo'intment of Select Committee to inquire
into purchase of pianos, 2j62; on Mr.
Bowser's amendment on Mr. Bent's motion
fixing days and hours of sitting, 2896; on
Mr. 'Varde's amendment in clause 5 of Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
:p8S; on Mr. Bent's proposed new clause
in same Bill, 32<)6; on amendment sug·
gested by Legislative Council in vVater
Supply Loans Application Bill, 3j24; on
Mr. Mackey's motion agreeing with Legislative Council's amendment, in clause 23 of
Gaming Suppression Rill, 3906; on Mr. J.
vv. Billson's proposed new clause in Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
E~mslie
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Diyisions-In the House-(contirlued)-392l); on Mr. Mackey's motion for second
reading of St. James' Church Lands Bill,
3972; on Mr. Mackey's motions re Legislative Council's amendments in clause 60 of
Licensing Bill, 4186, 4189; on Mr. Mackey',;
motion re Legislative Council's new clause
D in same Bill, 4193; on Mr. Mackey's
. motion re Legislative Council's amendment
in clause 87 of same Bill, 4198; on Mr.
~fcLeod's motion re Legislative Council's
amendment in clause 20 of Boilers Inspection Bill, 4209.
Diyisions-In Commiltee-O~ Mr. Gaunson's
amendment in clause 2 of Juvenile Smoking
Prohibition Bill, 666; on Mr. Anstey'~
amendment in clause 2 of Borhoneyghurk
Timber Reserve Revocation Bill, 752; on
Mr. Boyd's motion to report progress on
Women's Suffrage Bill, 943; on Mr. Boyd's
amendment in clause I of same Bill, 948;
on Mr. Anstey's amendments on Mr.
~IcBride's aillendment in clause 7 of Licensing Bill, 1582, 151)3; On Mr. McBride's
amendment in same clause, 1584; on Mr.
Prendergast's amendment in same clause,
1585; on Mr. Sangster's amendment in
clause 8 of same Bill, 1616; on Sir
Alexander Peacock's amendment in same
clause, 1628; on Mr. Prendergast's amend··
ment in same clause, 1632; on Mr. Anstey's
a!llendn;tent in clause 1 of Gaming SuppressIOn Bill, 1845; on Mr. J. W. Billson's
amendment in clause 3 of Boilers Inspeclion Bill, 1886: on Mr. Anstev's amendment
on Mr. Bent's' motion fixing fees under the
C;aming Suppression Bill, 2094; on Ml'.
Bent's amendment in same motion, 2095; on
Mr. Bent's motion, as amended, 20g5; on Mr.
Anstey's amendment in clause 19 of same
Bill, 2155; on Mr. Bent's motion (during
discussion on Gaming Suppression Bill) that
,strangers be ordered to withdraw, 2159; on
~r. Toutcher's motion (during discussion on
Gaming Suppression Bill) that strangers be
ordered to withdraw, 2167; on clause 27 of
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2210; on 1fr.
Anstey's amendment in clause 36 of same
Bill, 2216; on Mr. Gray's amendment on
~r. Mackey's amendment in clause 10 of
same Bill, 2364; on clause 10 of same Bill,
2366; on Mr. J. Vi. Billson's amendment in
clause. 6;2 of same -Bill, 2506; on Ml'.
Gaunson's amendment in clause 62 of same
Bill, 2598; on Mr. Keogh's amendment in
same clause, 2598; on Mr. Bent's amendment in clause 63 of same Bill, 2642; on
proposed new clause A in same Bi~l, 2818;
on proposed new clause F in same Bill,
2896; on proposed new clause I in same
Bill, 29°9; on proposed new clause J in same
Bill, 2973; on proposed new clause S in same
Bill, 3°°7; on Mr. A. S. Bailes' amendment in. same clause, 3° 12 ; on clause 27 of
same Bl!l, 1022; on Mr. Boyd's amendment
in clause 6 of Fruit Cases Bill (No.2),
3051; on clause 13 of Factories and Shops
Acts Amendment Bill, 3130; on clause 18
of same Bill, 3143; on Mr. Bromley's proposed new clause in Factories and Shops
..\cts Amendment Bill, 3189; on Mr. Watt's
amt'ndment in clause 4 of Improved Small
Holdings Bill, 32fiS; on :Mr. Prenderg~st's
amendment in clause 5 of same Bill,
I

Divisions-In Committee-(continued)3267;
on
Mr.
Prendergast's
amendment in clause 4 of 'Vaterworks Land
Sales Bill, 3370; on clause 6 of Closer
Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill, 3390;
on Mr. J. W. Billson's amendment in new
clause BB of Licensing Bill, 3588; on Mr.
McKenzie's amendment in clause 65 of same
Bill, 3594; on Mr. Downward's amendment
in clause 14 of same Bill, 3670; on clause
99 of same Bill, 3681; on clause 36 of same
Bill, 3738; on Ml'. J. Cameron's amendment
in clause 37 of same Bill, 3747; on clause
37 of same' Bill, 374l); on Sir Alexander
Peacock's amendments in clause 104 of same
Bill, 3823, 3824; on Mr. Boyd's proposed
new clause in same Bill, 3845; on Mr.
Hannah's motion that vote for roads and
bridges be reduced by £1 as an indication
that minimum wage should be paid, 4023.
Dock Accommodation. (See Port Accommodation.)
Domestic Economy, College ot. (See Public It,·
struction. )
Doncaster and Kew Proposed Electric Railway
-Motion by Mr. Bent that question of constructing an electric railway between Doncaster and Kew and of loading lands en
hanced in value thereby be referred to Railways Standing Co'mmittee, 3718; debated,
3718; agreed to, 3718.

Mr. ALFRED (Morning/on)
Bass Valley Railway, 193.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1885.
Coal, 4013.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 143, 3 184.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1726, 2375, 2622,
26 59.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3251.
Income Tax, 866.
Licensing Bill, 5°4, 1060, 1526, :~569, ~r;79,
36 S8 , 3666 , 36 72, 36 ;3, 3668 , 3830, 4 188 .
Municipal Endowinent Dill, 902.
Municipal Sheep Dips, l.g08.
New Railway Station at Korumburra, 798.
Prison Labour, 4119.
Railway Department-Tenders for Victorian
Coal, 2937, 389i; Coal Contracts, 3169;
Gratuities, 41°7.
•
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 396.
Unemployed, 721.

DOWNWARD,

Drainage Areas Act 190.~ Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. E. H. Cameron, and
read first time, 490"'; second reading moved
by Mr. Bent, 1417; debated, 1418; Bill
read second time, 1120; considered in Committee, 1420; third reading, 1421; amendments of Legislative Council dealt with,
1546; amendment recommenaed by the Governor agreed to, 1818.
Drainage Law Amendment Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Boyd (for Mr. J. Cameron), and read
first time, 386; second reading moved bv
Mr. J. Cameron, 1913; debated, 1914; Biil
read second time, 1915; considered in Committee, 1915; repo-ited with amendments,
19 1 7'

INDEX.

Dredging for Gold-Statement bv Mr. Graham
re sludge caused by dredging, 795; by Mr.
Keogh, i<j7; by Mr. ~.fcKenzie, 798; by
Mr. Hunt, 799; by Mr. Carlisle, 800; by
Mr. McLeod, 800; by Mr. J. Cameron re
granting of dredging leases in the Mitchell
Valley, Isgs; by Mr. .McLeod, 1590; question by Mr. J. Camerofl, 1816; by Mr.
Elmslie (for Mr. McGrath) re dredging lease
at 'iVandiligong, 3642.
(See also Sludge
Abatement Board.)
Dredging Plant-Question by ~Ir. Prendergast
re purchase of dredging plant, 227, 444;
re cOlwersion of dredge lolzn iVimmo into
a sand-pump dredge, 228; statement by Mr.
Elmshe (on motion for adjournment of the
House) re purchase by ?llelbourne Harbor
Trust of a second-hand barge in England,
145 1 ; subject discussed, 1452; statement by
~Ir. Bent, 1502.
(See also Geclollg Harbor
Trust.)

J. F. (Port Fairy)
CastlJ1g Yote as Acting Chairman of Committees, 3823.
Drainage Areas Act 1905 .Amentlment Bill,

Dn"FC~, ~Ir.

141~.

Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 1 3 1, 3 2 93.
G:l.min.g Sl1J~pression Bill, 20':7, 2:;21, 2830.
LIcen~mg BIll, 102 9, 3S 8S, 359 1, 3749, 3846.
Supenntendent of Exports, 1225.

·:Mr. G. A. (continued)Copies of Statutes for Members, 3069.
Divisions, 3748.
Dredging Plant Purchases, 1451.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
25 2 3, 39 28 .
Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill, 1414.
Federal Parliament Elections, 3596.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1746, 1855, 1933,
1943, 194 8, 2020, 2021, 2067, 2093, 2141,
21 52, 2163, 2317, 2329, 2602, 2860, 2862,
3008 .
Geological and Underground Surveys, 4039.
Governor's Speech, 2g6, 299.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 83'''' 3269.
Licensing Bill, 1223, 1243, 1578, 1584, 1615,
161 7, 35 8 5, 3662 , 17 28 , 3735·
Lifts Regulation Bill, 1897.
~liddle Park State School, 3172.
Old-age Pensions, 4008.
Private Members' Business, 2505.
Privilege-Mr. Solly and the Government,
18!); Rev. H. \Vorrall, sP7.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Empioyes, 4106.
Sham Jewellery, 634·
Socialistic Proposals, 4130.
State Electoral Rolls, 387.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1543.
St. Kilda Cemetery Trustees, 2555.
Supplementary Estimates, 277, 28S.
Cl1employed, 718.

ELMS LIE,

East Gippsland Railway Schemes-Statement by
:Mr. Murray, 2979; by Mr. J. Cameron-,
29 85;. by Mr. Keogh, 2987; by Mr.
~lornssey, 4IIS.
East Mel~ourne, Representati<m of-Resignation
?f SIr Samuel Gillott announced, 33 60 ;
Issue of writ for election of member announced, 4140.
Echuca Wharf-Statement by :Mr. McKenzie,
4 II2 .
Education Department.
(See Public Instruction.)
Frlucation Statistics.
(See Public Instruction.)
Eight Hours Art Union-Question by Mr.
Anstey, 3848.
(See also Gaming Suppressioll Bill.)
Eight Hours Legalization ~ill-.Brought in by
~Ir. Solly, and read first tune, 387; quest;on by :Mr. 'Vatt, 1450; statement by Mr.
Solly, 1913.
Elections
and
Qualifications
CommitteeSpeaker's warran~s laid on the table II,
2
24 4.
'
Electoral Re~istrars-Qt1estion bv Mr. G. H.
Bennett re remuneration of recristrars 1011
Electoral Rolls-Return re cost ~f pr;paring
electoral rolls ordered, on motion of Mr
Elmslie, 387; presented, 526 .
.

Elwood, Improvements at-Statement by :\1r.
Bent in Committee of Supply, 8g; by ~lr.
Watt, 92; by Mr. Mackinnon, 96; by ~1r.
Gaunson, 98; by ::\:rr. 'Warde, 100; by Mr.
\Vatt, 269; by Mr. Bent, 270; by Mr.
Gray, 278.
Engine-drivers, Examination of-Question by
Mr. Sangster, 4042.
Estimates-Estimates of Expenditure for July
and August, 1906, brought down, 88; Supplementary Estimates of Expenditure for
Ig05-6 brought down, 267; Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure for 1906-7 brought
down, 1383'
Eucalyptus Farming.
(See Lands Departme11t.)
Exhibition Oval. (See Betting at Sports.)
Explosives-Question by Mr. Smith re report of
Chief Inspector of Explosives respecting
blasting gelatine and gelignite, 448; re e:-.,1.
plosives conditionally passed by Chief Inspector, 718. (See also Mining Accidents.)
Export Trade.
(See Agriculture, Departmrllt
of; Commercial Agellts, Govertzment; aIlfl
Produce, Export of.)
Extradition of Offenders-Question by Mr.
McCutcheon re cost of extradition in Per·
cival's case, 860.

Mr. G. A. (Albert Park)
Agen t-General, 39ql.
Agriculture, Department of, 4 1 ]0.
Albert Park, 4017.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 74 1 , 75 2 , 753.
Brick Combine, 2955.
Bush Fires, 3861.
Carrum Drainage Scheme, 168 7.
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill,
3 2 38.

Factories and Shops Acts-Question by Mr.
Bailes re resident inspector for Bendi~o,
2g8; by Mr. Bromley re wages in tinsmiths'
trade, 2q8; statement by Mr. Lemmon re
appointment of "-ages Boards, 386; by
:Mr. H. S. Bennett re extension of determination of Ironworkers Board to Bra\,brook, 446; question by Mr. Colechin re
appointment of resident inspector for Geelong, 718; motion bv Sir Samuel Gillott
for appointment of 'Vages Board in millinery trade, 734; debated, 735; agreed to,

ELMSLIE,
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Factories and Shops Acts (continued)i36; question by Mr. Fairbairn re extending the hour of closing certain shops, 757;
motion by Mr. Lemmon for leave to submit resolutions for appointment of Wages
Boards in certain trades, 781; debated, 78;;
motion withdrawn, 789; motion by Sir
Samuel Gillott for appointment of Wages
Board fer agricultural machinery makers,
871; debated, 872; agreed to, 876; motion
by Sir Samuel Gillott for appointment of
Wages Board for starch-makers, 876; agreed
to, 877; motion by Sir Samuel Gillott for
appointment of Wages' Board for soapmakers and washing-soda makers, agreed
to, 877; motion by Sir Samuel Gillott for
appointment of Wages Board for candlemakers, agreed to, 877; question by Mr.
Warde re prosecutions in furniture trade,
899, 1010, IllS; motions by Sir Samuel
Gillott for appointment of Wages Boards
for flour-millers and waterproof clothing
manufacturers respectively, agreed to, 1135;
statement by Mr. Colechin re appointment
of Wages Boards for paper-makers, cement
workers, and fodder workers, 1237; question by Mr. McCutcheon re number of
laundries registered, and control over hours
of work and rates of pay, 1286; by Mr.
Lemmon re police court proceedings al
South Melbourne, 1647; re deputation of
coachbuilde~s and case of Mr. J. G. Morris,
1817; questlOns by Mr. Prendergast re appaal against determination of Fellmongers'
Wages Board, 1859, 1994; by Mr. Lemmon
re appearance of counsel before the Court
of Industrial Appeals, 1994; re appointment
of further Wages Doards, 2765; re appointments to Wages Boards, 2937; motions
by Sir Samuel Gillott for appointment of
Wages Boards for cycle manufacturers,
makers of cardboard boxes and makers of
paper bags respectively, agreed to, 3041;
motions by Sir Samuel Gillott for appointment of Wages Boards for coachbuilders
. an? farriers respectively, agreed to, 3167-8.
J:o actones and Shops Acts Amendment BillBrought in by Sir Samuel Gillott and read
first
time,
1323;
statement by
Mr.
~.cCutcheon re necessity of proceeding ,,,ith
Blll, 1590;. by Mr. G. H. Bennett, 1590;
question by Mr. Elmslie, 2523; second read·
ing of Bill moved by Sir Samuel Gillott,
3065; debated, 31°7; Bill read second time,
3 124; considered in Committee, 3124, 3179;
statement by Mr. Bent, 3233; Bill read
third time, 3241; amendments after third
reading, 3273, 3923.
Factories and Shop!> Act 1905 Further Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr. Lemmon an(i
read first time, 385.
Factories and Shops Act IQ05 (No. 2) Amel~c1ment Bill-Brought in by Mr. Lemmon and
read first time, 387.
Factories (Employment of Chinese) BillBrought in by Sir Samuel Gillott and read
first time, 490; second reading moved by
Sir Samuel Gil!ott, 017; debated. 918; debate adjourned, 9 1Q; question by Mr. Elmslie, 1414; Dill read second time, 3218; consideration of fees in Committee, :pI8; Bill
considered in Committee, :pI8: read third
time, 3210; amendment after third reading-,
3219. (See also Petitions.)

Mr. GEORGE (Toorak)
Ancient Lights Declaratory Bill, 386.
Early Closing of Shops, 757.
Governor's Speech, 323t 351.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 779, 884.
Labour Bureau, 108.
Licensing Bill, 1075, I I 48.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 889'
Privilege-Rev. H. Worrall, 593.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 473.
Supplementary Estimates; 278.
Unemployed, 723, 724, 1123.
Votes on Account, 108.
Widows and Young Children Maintenance
Bill, 1082.
'Yomen's Suffrage Bill, 9 24, 939.
(Resignation announced, 14(2).

FAIRBAIRN,

Mr. J. F. (Barwon)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill 1423.
Agricultural Education, 4130.
'
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1877, 4208.
Bush Fires, 3861, 4130.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment BIll,
33 84, 339 2, 3393·
Closer Settlement-Ploughing Virgin Land,

FARRER,

71 7.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 188 .
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3042, 3047, 3050,
3851.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1680, 3012, 3032,
30 33.
Governor's Speech, Ie;.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 816, 3315.
Income Tax, 864.
Labour Bureau, 343.
Licensing Bill. 3e;64, 3586, 3SC)3, 3668, 3728,
3744, 3757, ~758, 1844 . 4 I QQ.
Marriage P.ct Further Amendment Bill, 141(..
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment 'Bill,
322 3.
Municipal Endowment Bill. g06.
Municipal Sheep Dips, 1906.
"Prison Labour, 4123, 4126.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4102
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 407
Fnemploved, II26.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3453.
\

Farriers. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Fawkner Park-Statement by Mr. Mackinnon ri!
use of park for childre-n's sports, 1239; by
Mr. Bent, 1242.
Federal Elections-Question by Mr. Carlisle re
adjournment of Hous<;, 3322; by Mr.
McGrath, 3595; st~bject discussed, 3596.
Federal Parliament-Statement bv Mr. Bent re
his becoming a candidate for the Senate,
89 8 .
Fellmongers. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Fire Brigades.
(See Cou,:try Fire Brigades
Board.)
Fisheries-Statement by Mr. Keogh re appointment of a Fisheries Commission, 28~.) by
Mr. J. Cameron, 285; by Mr. Colechm rt'
netting in the Barwon River, 2990; re grant
to Geelong Fish Acclimatisation Society,
4 1 30 .

•

Fi"herman's Bend-Vote for works at Fisherman's Bend discussed in Committee of
Supply, 89-121.

,

( "2\,

INDEX.

Fitzroy, Municipality of-Que~tion by Mr. J.
\'t". J3illson re annexation of North Fitzroy
by the borough of Fitzroy in the ye'lr 1868,
It)3.

Flemington Race-course-Question by Mr. 'Yarde
re charging for admi~sion to the fiat, 344.
(See a\<;o Privilege).
Flinders l{:lilway. (Ste Parliamentary Standi11g
Committee on Railways).
F loods--Statement by Mr. Lemmon re distress
at Footscray caused bv floods, 1413; by Mr.
Rent, 1414; by Mr. Kirkwood re damage
done by floods to roads and bridges, 4021;
by Mr. Cullen, 4027. (See also Goulburn
Rivfr Levees and Murray River Levees).
Flour Millers. (See Factories and Shops Acts).
Forests-Question by Mr. A. S. Bailes re introduction of a Forests Bill, 1493; statements
bv Mr. A. S. Bailes., 22iO, :P71, 317.1; by
Mr. McLeod, 4041; by Mr. Smith re timber
rights in Moonnbool Forest, 1817; by Mr.
Smith re destruction of timber in forest:.;
near Bendigo, 2272; yote for State Forests
discussed in Committee of Supply, 4043;
statement by M r. Prendergast re royalty on
timber, 4114.

MI. C. L. (Polwarth)
Cressy and Pitfield Plains Railway, 323S.

FORREST,

Free Libraries. (See Libraries, Country.)
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Mackey, and read first time,
3718.; second reading moved by Mr.
,,!ackey, 4138; debated, 4138, 4202; Bill
rend second time, 4204; considered in Committee, 4204; third read;ng, 4205.
Fruit Cases Bill-Brought in by Mr. Swinburne
and read first time, 490; Bill discharged
{fom paper, 18S6.
Fruit Cases Bill (No. 2)-Brought in bv Mr.
Swinburne, and read first time, 1856; secon(l
reading moved by Mr. Swinburne, 30 38 ;
uebated, 3038; Bill read second time, 3039;
considered in Committee, 3041; third reading, 3051; amendment after third reading,
30 .1 2 ; amendments of Legisbtive Council
dealt with, 38~2.
Fumina Lands. (See '-allds DCplTrtment.)
Furniture Trade. (See Fac/(lrit's and Shops
Acts.)
Gaming Suppression Bdl-Brought in by Sir
Samuel Gillott, and .lead first time, 877;
second reading moved by Sir Samuel Gillott, 14:;8; deb'lted by - Mr. Prende1'rr<lst
166~; Mr. Mct;regor,' 167<;; Mr. n7ml:
1676; Mr. A. A. Billson, 16iQ; Mr. Fan:er,
1680; Mr. Colechin, 1682, 1688; Mr.
Keogh, 16<)J; Mr. Gaunson, 16q~, 1724;
Mr. Dmvnward, 1726; \Ir. J. Camerf1'O,
17 29; l\fr. "'att, liu; :\[r. Elmslie, li4 6 ;
Mr. Solly, 17,0;. \11'. \fcCutcheon, 17~8;
Mr. A. S. Bailes, 1-:-62: :\fr. Murray, '17 68 ;
amendment by \1r. 'Anstey, affirming, "that
legi~lation . introduced for the purpose of
dea ling wllh lotteIles, missing word comretitions,. g~mbling, and betting should be
general \J1 Its applicati()n, an<l without exemption or distinction of classes, plal~es, or
persons, and should, therefore, be framerl

Gaming Suppression Bill (continued)to suppress betting and gambling on racecourses as elsewhere; else such leglslatio.l
can only be regarded as a hypocritical suh·
terfuge and a pretended compliance with a
sentiment which it fails to serve," 1783;
amendment debated, 1787-94; withdrawn,
1i94; debate on mot ion for second reading
continued by Mr. \Yarde, 1794; Mr. Toutcher, 1802; Bill read second time, 18o~;
considered in Committee, 1818; licence-fees
to be charged on race-courses dealt with in
Committee, 1917; Bill further considered in
Committee, 1938, 2007, 20S.~, 2072, 2108,
2287, 2306, 2333, 2.1~1, 244 1, 2468, 2.10.:;,
2591, 2622, 2643, 2i66, 2804, 28 96 , 2973,
2992; third reading, 3026; amendments
after ·third reading, 1026; amendments of
Legislative Council de~t!t with, 3899-3923.

Mr. D.·\YID (Public Officers)
Adjournment of the House, 690.
Administration and Probate Duties Bill,
12 93, 14 25, 14 26 , 14 29, 1430 .
Administration of the Lands Department,
4 016 .
Benci.go School of Mines, 25i3.
Boiiers Inspection Bill, 1875, 1880, 1884, 1885,
1888, 1890, 1997, 1909, 2001, 200S, 2006.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 7.13, 75S·
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 293.,
Divisions, 665, 666.
Dr. ]{entoul, 98.
Drainage Law Amendment Bill, IQI6
Early Sitt;ngs, 1818, 22S0, 2440, 2803.
Elwood Improvements, Q8.
Eucalyptus fieijolia, 2286.
Exhibition Grounds-Betting at Sports, 2578.
Factories and Shops. Acts Amendment Bill,
39 2 ::;.
F,lctories (Employment of Chinese) Bill, 918.
Filters for State Schools, 2.178.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill,
420~, 4 20 4.
(~aming Suppression Bill, 1681,
168S, '160.1,
17 24, 17ll0 , 179 1, 1821, 1826, 1829, 19 17,
H)22, HJ 23, 1935, 1<}41 , IQ42, 1<)44, 1946 ,
104C), I<)S3, 19S 6 , lq 6S, IQ 6 i, 1968 , 2ooi,
200<), 201 4, 2018, 2020, 2022, 202 3, 2026,
2030, 20 3 1, 20 56 , 20:;7, 20,,8, 206 3, 2066,
2068, 20 70 , 2°i2, 20 76 , 208 7, 2110, 21 I 1,
2118, 211<), 2120, 212 3, 212 4, 21 36 , 21 43,
214':;, 21 47, 2148, 2150, 21<;1, 2IC;S, 21S8,
21:;<), 2160, 2162, 216 3, 216:;, 2168, 21 73,
21:-4, 217°, 2182, 2184, 21QO, 21 9 2, 21 91'
21<).), 21Q8, 21 9<), 2202, 220 3, 220 4, 2211,
.2212, 221 S, 221i, 2218, 2221, 2224, 228 7,
2290 , 22<)1, 2293, 2.204, 2~08, 23 11 , 2313,
23 18 , 23 22 , 23 2 :;, 2126, 23 27, 23 28 , 233 2 ,
2334, 234<;, 2348 , 235 0 , 235<), 23 06, 23 6 7,
2.3i ~, 23 81 , 2 ~84, 2N1, 2302 , 2304, 23<)7,
24<;0, 24<;6, 24<;7, 24:;9, 24 64, 24 6 5, 24 66 ,
2~OO,
2Q.3, 2C;1<), 2C;.21, 2S02, 2:;Q"7,
247~,
200O, 2002, 260 4, 260 5, 260<), 261 4, 26 38 ,
27"; ~, 280 4, 2841, 28J "l, 28<:;2, 2860, 286.,.
2902 , 29 04, 2993, 2996 , 3004, 3902 , 3908 ,
3ll0Q, 3<)10, ~Ql 1, 3l)14, 39 15, 39 19, 39 23.
Government Business, 2802.
(;overnment Printing Office, 08, 228~.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 5S!.
Hansard-Daily Issue, 98, 228.1.

C.H·:-iSO:\,,

LEGTSLATIVR ASSEMBLY.
G.WNSON,

Mr.

DAVID

(continued)-

Improved Small Holdings Bill, 8i8, 879, 883·
Income Tax, 868.
Interviewing of Prisoners by Policemen, 632.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2766, 29 28 .
Judges, 3999·
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 660, 664,
665, 666, 667, 668, 669, 78 9, 79 1 , 793, 794,
795·
Kerrisdale Mining Plant-Sheriffs Sale, 2.17°.
Licensing Bill, 505, 107,\, 1311,1,)24,1531,160.1,
1610, 1615, 1617, 1621, 1625, 3497, 3S80,
37 6 3, 37 6 4, 38 37, 38 3 8 , 384 2 , 3844, 4 188 ,
4 t g o , 4 194, 4197, 421,), 4218.
Licensing Law-Compensation, 613.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 189S, 18<)6, 1897.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
344.S·
Mr. Colechin and Mr. Boyd, 4028.
Mr. ]. VVren, 1733, 1924.
Mr. Watt, '1733.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 910.
Municipal Sheep Dips, 1909.
Old.age Pensions, 4005.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amendment B;U, 915, 916.
Opposition Corner Party, 603.
Overcrowding of Cabs, 1413.
Penal Establishments, 2285.
Personal Explanation-The Age Newspaper,
2108.
.
Personal Explanations, 4026.
Pianos for State Schools, 2574, 2737.
Police Evidence in Criminal Trials, 632, 633.
l)olice Force-Royal Commission's Report,
654; Commission's Expenses, 2259; Detective Fryer, 2568; Constable Lizars, 2572.
Police Magistrates, 228~.
.
Privilege-Hev. H. Worrall, 489, 559, 560,
569, 57 2, 596, 598; the Age Newspaper, 2036,
2043, 2047.
Public Service-Promotions, 2266, 2565; Commissioner, 256.1; Mr. Fussell, 2570, 2891;
Transfers from Railway Department to In·
come Tax Office, 4003.
Railway Department-Goods Sheds Employes,
1416; Railway Passes, 2286; Sunday Labour
and Overtime, 2433.
Rnilway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4098.
Railways Audit Bill, 1292.
Reading Newspaper Articles, 4030.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 4.18, 459, 468, 483.
Hesignation of Mr. SoHy, 2s87 . .
Retirement as Representative of Public Offi.
cers, 4128.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 393, 412,
5 10 , .S27, 533, 53.'\, Q7·
South Africa Contingents Pensions Act 1905
Amendment Bill, 2305.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Rail.
way Extension Bill, 16,\3.
St. Kilda Cemetery Trustees, 257<).
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 1892.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2101.
Supplementary Estimates, 284.
The Clerk (Mr. T. C;. \Vntson), 2936.
Totalizators (Legalized)-Revenue from, 246S.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2797.
Unemployed, 728.
Vacant :Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, .145 1 , 14:;].
VegetatIOn Diseases Act 1896 Further Amend·
ment Bill, 1375.
.
Votes Oil Account, 97, 1I8, 1409.
SES. 19o6.-b.

GAl'XSO~,

Mr. DAVID (continued)Wages Boards (New), 788, 78<).
Water Supply Loans Application. Bill, 3468.
\Vidows and Young Children Maintenance
Bill, lOiS, 1077, 1079, 1080, 1082, 2787,
27 8 9, 279 2 , 4 20 5.
\Yire Netting Manufacture, 2302.
\Vomen's SllfTr:we Bill, Q21, 9 2 <), 938, 943.
Y44, 945, 946 , 947, 94 8, 949·

Geelong Botanical Gardens-Statement by 1:.Ir.
Colechin re Government grant, 2277.
Geelong Harbor Trust-Questions by Mr. Prenderg:lst re purchase of dredging plant, 227,
2()8, 444; by M 1'. Lemmon re non-arrival
of dredge It'alrus, 2034; statements by Mr.
Holden Te loss of dredge Octopos and nonarrival of dredge Walms, 2034, 209.); by
Mr. Lemmon, 2272; by Mr. Sangster, 2274;
further statement bv Mr. Holden, 22;-6;
statement by Mr. Colechin, 2278; by Mr.
Anstey, 2279; question by Mr. Lemmon re
non· arrival of dredge Walrus, 2937; motion
bv Mr. Lemmon thrtt papers connected with
the overdue dredge ~Valrus be laid on the
table, agreed to, 2(P": papers laid on table.
2Q~-:-; question by Mr. McGrath re making
further search for WalTus, 3400; statement
by Mr. Bent, 4118.
Geelong Municipal Water Works Trust BillBrought in bv Mr. Swinburne, and read first
time, .1S38.
.
Geelong \\-ater Sunnh'-question bv Mr. Colechin Te purchase of waterworks by municipalities, 1.112.
Gembrook Railway Accident-Question by Mr.
Solly re punishment of Driver Sheehan,
447; by Mr. Hannah reo navment of counsel
employed at inquir)~, 447·

GILLOTT, Sir SA~IUEL (East Melbourne)
Administration and Probate Dut:es Bill, 1426,
14 2 9.
Boilers Inspection Dill, J8~, 186<), 1879, 1881,
1886, 188" 1996, 1998, 2004, 2006, 2007·
Brewers' Licences, 298.
Building Trades Dispute, 252J.
Case of Edward Johnston, 1646 .
Chief Inspector of Explosives-Report re
Blasting Gelatine, 448, 718.
Coachbuilders' Deputation-Case of Mr. J. G.
Morris, 1817.
Country Fire Brig-ades Board-Inquiry at Ballarat, 3166.
Crime in Victoria, 2297·
Dentists Bill, 'II 82.
Early Closing of Shops, 757·
Election Printing at Pentridge, HlJ·
Electoral Hegistrars, 1011.
Extradition of Offenders, 860, 861.
Factories and Shops Acts-Resid.ent Inspector
for Bendigo, 298; for Geelong, 718; V\Tages
in Tinsmiths' Trade, 298; Iron Workers
\Vages Board, 446; New \Vages Boards,
'.·H, 78 7, 871 , 87 6 , 'II.15, 14 16 , 27 6 5, 30 40 ,
3041, 316" 3J68; Prosecutions in Furniture
Trade, 8QO, 1010, 111,\; Police Court Prosecutions, 1647; Fellmongers \Vages Board,
18~Q, 1004; Agricultural Machinerv Trade
\Vages Board, 2938; Court of Industrial
Appeals, 1994.

INDEX.

Sir S,\~ln;L (continued)Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
13~3, 25 Z j, 306 5, 3 12 4, 3 12 5, 3126, '3 12 7,
3 128 , 3 12 f), 3[3 1, 3 13 2, 3 133, 3 139, 3143,
3 H )O, 3 19 1, 3 19 2, 327.1.
Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill, 490,
C) 17, 321~, 3 21 9.
(;amin~ Suppression Bill, 8i7, 1458, 1845,
18 52 , 1853, 19 17, 19 22 , 1939, 1964, 196 5,
2025, 2056, 2057, 2058, 2067, 2141, 216 5,
2I!)X, 2199, 2216, 2290, 2314, 2316, 2317,
23 18 , 23 21 , 23 22 , 2324, 23 26 , 23q6, 2397,
230 M, 246 3, 2~q4, 2~q6, 2SC)" 2601, 2644,
2646, 26 47, 2650, 26:;1, 265Q, 2672, 3°13,
3014, 301.1, 3017, :~0~8, 30H), j020, 3021,
302 3, 3024, 3 02 5, 302 7, 3033·
Tnten'iewin~ of Prisoners bv Policemen, 6.p.
] lIvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 6.18, 671,
67 2 •
Labour Bureau, 343.
l.aundries. 1286.
1.icensed Premises Voluntarilv Closed, 1648.
Licensing Bill, 1434, 1507, i5 0 9, 15 1I , 1530,
1.::;6, I5S!), 156o, 1564, I 5Q7, 1601, 16°3,

GILLOTT,

16°5·
Licensing Law-Issue of New Hotel Lin'nces,
1053, II I,r;; Local Option Polls, 1285.
Lift~ Regulation Bill, II1.'
Lunatic Asylum Employes, 757; Pay of
Casu·.lI \V'arders. 86o: Female ~urses. IS~3'
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 1856.
::'Ifedical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
~~k .~q.

Arrangement's,
Gaol-Sanitary
27 6 5.
?\ eglected Children and Reformatory SchoolsAppointment of Secretary, 2765, 3300.
OpiulTl Smoking Prohibition Act 1l)0S Amendment Bill, 654, f)I4Percival, Case of-Question by Mr. McCutcheon, 86().
Police--Roval
Commission's Report,
6S4;
Police Quarters at \Villiamstown, 1816 ;
Hoyal Commission's Expenses, 2250.
Railways Service-Representafon, 2643.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2~86.
Taxing Master, 2249.
~
Titles Office-Caretaker, 1533·
Trustees Unrlcr "VilIs, 2249.
Vaccination, J903.
'Vidows and Young Chil'e1ren Maintenance
Bill, 27f)2.
\Yorkers Accidents Compensation Bill, 1212.
(Resignation announced, 3360).
~[elhournc

Government Printing Office-Statement by Mr.
"Vatt in Committee of Supply re inquiry
into working of Government Printing Office,
93; ,by Mr. Gaunson, 9~; question by Mr.
Gaunson re appointment of Government
Printer, 2286.
Governor, His Excellency the (Sir Reginald
Arthur James Talbot, K.C.B.)-Motion by
Mr. Campbell for adoption of Address-IllReply to His Excellency's speech on opening the session, 12; seconded by Mr.
Farrer, lSi. debated by Mr. Prendergast,
50; amendment by Mr. Prendergast that the
following words be added to the motion : "But we have to express our regret that
there appears to be no intention to introduce measures to provide for a progressiv~
land tax or for compulsory purchase by the
Closer Settlement Board," 71; amendment
negatived, 71; debate on Address-in-Reply
continued by Mr. Colechin, 72; Mr.
Hannah, 82, 121, 127; Mr. Lemmon, 139 i
Mr. Beard, 153; Mr. Sangster, 194; Mr.
McKenzie, 201; Mr. H. S. Bennett, 202;
amendment by Mr. H. S. Bennett to add to
the address words affirming the desirability
of appointing a select committee to inquire
into the system of mining leases and the
general administration of the Mines Department, 212; debated by Mr. MtGrath,
212, 229; Mr. Smith, 223; Mr. McLeod,
235; Mr. Anstey, 249; Mr. Bailes, 261;
amendment negatived, 267; debate on motion
for Address-in-Reply continued by Mr.
Elmslie, 299; amendment by Mr. Elmslie to
add words to the motion affirming the necessity of adult suffrage, 311; amendment
debated by Mr. Watt, 313; Mr. McGregor,
317; Mr. Boyd, 31q; amendment negatived,
322; motion by Mr. Watt that the question
be now put, 322; debated, 322-6; Mr.
Watt's motion withdrawn, 326; debate 01\
motion for Arldress-in-Reply continued by
Mr. Boyd, 326; Mr. Gray, 340, 345; Mr.
Fairbairn, 351; Mr. Swinburne, 354; Mr.
McCutcheon, 361; Mr. J. Cameron. 363;
Mr. Keogh, 366; Mr. Holden, 368; Mr.
Kirkwood, 369; Mr. Solly, 371; motion
agreed to, 381; presentation of Address-ir:.Reply, S57.
Governor's Levees-Question by Mr. Toutcher re
private entree, 2764.

l\fr. GEORGE (Goulburn Valley)
Agriculture, Department of, 4127.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1883.
Butter Commission, 314, 445·
Contractor at Shepparton-Alleged Injustice,
4017, 401 8.
Co-operative Butter Factories, 1745.
Days and Hours of Meeting, IIJ6, 28Q2.
Exhibition Grounds-Betting at Sports, 2424.
2541, 2559·
Fruit Cases Bill (~o. 2), 30 48 , 3049.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2122, 2779, 390 9,
Goulburn River Levees, 2590, 2g8i.
Justices of the Peace, 4002.
Licensing Bill, 3827, 4 195, 4 21 3.
Municipal Endowment Bill, qoo.
Personal
Explanation-Proposal
to
Loau
Land for Railwav Purposes, 86.
Pianos for State Schools, 2736.

GRAHAM,

Gippshnd 'Vest, Representation of-Issue of
writ for election of a member in place of
:\[ r. Mackey, who had accepted an office of
profit under the Crown, 1053; re-election of
?\fr. Mackey announced, 1225; Mr. Mackey
introduced and sworn, 1226.
Ches(", v. Victorian Railwavs CommissionersQuestion by ~r. Boyd -re appeal to Privy
Council, 7Q6.
Glenelg, Rel)f'esentation of-Issue of writ for
election of a member in place of Mr. Ewen
Cameron, deceased, and election of Mr. H.
J. M. Campbell announced, IO; Mr. Campbell introduced and sworn, 10.
Goulburll River Levees Question by Mr.
McKenzie, 228; by Mr. Graham re report
of Mr. Starr, 2590; statement by Mr.
~IcKenlie, 2982; by Mr. Graham, 2987.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Mr. GEORGE (continued)J:>rivilege-Mr. Solly and the Government, 189.
Prize Fights, 717.
Railway Carriage of Produce, 4009.
Sludge Caused by Dredging, 795.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, r655.
Supplementary Estimates, 281.
Superintendent of Exports, 1224.
Tocumwal Floods,. 4129.
Trawool Storage BasIn, 48.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill, 3374.
Waterworks Land Sale Bill, 3364.

GRAHAY,

Grain Bags.

(See Wheat Bags.)

Mr. JOHN (Swan Hill)
Australian Producers and Traders Company
Limited, 2783, 2784.
Budget, 3987.
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill,
3 238, 3436 .
Crown Grants Bill, 3239, 3240 , 3241.
Dl'ainage Areas Act 1905 Amendment Bill,
1420, 14021.
Drainage Law Amendment Bill, 1915.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BIll,

GRAY,

32 92 .

Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3045, 3047.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2063, 2092, 2349,

235 1 , 300 7, 302 3.

Governor's Speech, 340, 345.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 883, 3257,
. 3268, 3271.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2936.
Land Settlement, 4015.
Licensing Bill, 1220, 1528, 1530, 153 1, 1556,
155 8, 1559, 1560, 1602, 16°5, 16°7, Itl17,
r618, 3583, 359 2, 3595, 3661 , 3666 , 36 74,
3675, 36 76 , 37 28 , 3749, 37 61 , 37 62 , 3811 ,
3846, 4194, 4216.
Long Lake Scheme-Cost of Pumping, 4081.
Manures, 1285'
Municipa'l Endowment Bill, 903.
Prison Labour, 4125.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 2046.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3559.
Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2971, 2972.
Superintendent of Exports, 1224.
Supplementary Estimates, 278, 279.
Tooleybuc Water Scheme, 4043.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3450,
3~53·

Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill, 3374.
Voting by Post Bill (No.2), 4138.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3457.
Wire Netting, 2301.
Grazing Leases-Subject discussed in Committee
of Supply, 4015.
Guiding Star Gold Mining Company-Statement ,by Mr. McGrath re renewal of lease,
4038 ; by Mr. McLeod, 4°42.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Murray and read first time, 382;
second reading moved by Mr. Murray, 549;
debated, 550; Bill read second time and
passed through remaining stages, 553.
b2

MARTI~ (Railways Service)
Adjournments of the House, 689'
Binder Twine, 8C;Q.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1871'
Brick Combine, 1687, 25 g4, 2938.
Building Trades Dispute, 4079.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1833, 1840, 195 1,
2122, 2855, 2860, 2861, 2862.
Gembrook Railway Accident, 447.
Government Buildings-Plans for Construction,
259°·
Governor's Speech, 82, 122, 127.
Improveli Small Holdin'gs Bill, 8Il.
Judges, 3999·
Licensll1g Bill, !03 J , 1433, 1568, 1583, 1616,
1621.
Maffra Beet Sugar Factory, 107.
Minimum Wage, 4022.
Moe to \Valhalla Railway, 106, 114, 4029
Old-age Pensions, 4006.
Pianos for State Schools, 2751.
Privilege-Rev. H. Worrall, 602.
Prison Labour, 4123.
Public vYorks Devartment, 4018.
Railway Department-Task Work by Employes, 898; Hours and Payment of Employes, 1232; Wages of Employes, 1345,
4024; Alleged Favoritism, 2°34, 2248; Sunday Labour and Overtime, 2429, 4°87, 4097,
4II I; Boy Labour, 4II 1; Stationmasters'
Grievances, 4t12.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4099.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 467'
The Premier and Mr. Hannah, 19.
Scaffolding Inspection Bill, 386, 1213, 19 13,
2333·
School of Domestic Economy, 3097.
Sentence on a Nurse, 799.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 389, 4II,
53 2 •
State Schools Exhibition, 1585.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric RailwayConductors, 2267.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway
Extension Bill, 1539, 1648.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2100.
Supplementary Estimates, 268, 286.
Unemployed, 724, 14Q8.
Votes on Account, 106, 114, J20, 126, 1410.
Wages Boards (New), 736.

HANNAH, !llr.

Hansard-Statement by Mr. \Vatt re publica
tion of a daily Hansard, 93; by Mr. Gaunson, 98, 2285; by Mr. Prendergast, 2976;
by Mr. Murray, 2978.
J

Mr. ALBERT (Walhalla)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1878, 1887, 1889,
2006.
Butter Commission, 634.
Diseases in Stock, 1286.
Licensing Bill, 1505, 3846.
Little Yarra Tramway, 1011.
Municipal Endowment Bill, S'i7, g03, 909.
Railway Lands Acquisition Ad, 633.
Reclassification of Fumina Lands, 859.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1147.
Votes on Account, II9.
\Valhalla Railway, 'lI9, 1232.
Wood's Point Gold-fields, 1285'

HARRIS,

]:c;rDEX.

Health Dt>partment-Question by Mr. Livingston re work of the Boaru of Public Health,
290 •
~lr. (;. F. (Warrenlzeip)
Dredge IVoirus, 2034, 2095, 2276; Octopus,
20 95, 227 6.
Covernor';; Speech, 368.
Municipal Rating (Unimproved Value) Bill,
386 .
Railway
Produce Traffic-Korth
Geelong,
3 802 :

HOWEN,

Horses at Agricultural Shows-Question by Mr.
Farrer re preventing unsound horses from
obtaining prizes at agricultural shows, il;-.

lInn', l\f r.

THo;IfAS (lipper G oulburn)
Alexandra District Railway Communication,
1745·
Alexandra-road to Alexandra Railway, 386 1.
Dredgmg Leases, iqq.
Jm~roved Small Holdings Bill, 3305, 330 7.
JubJ\ee of Responsible (~oYt'rnment, 2934.
J ustiet's of the Peace, 4001.
Kt'rrisdale Mine, ISql, 3096.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3 008 .
Kt'glt'cted ('hildrt'11 and Rdormatorv Schools
-:-Appoil.ltl~lt'nt of. Secrt'tary, 2ib5,' 3300.
RaIlway Stnke-Rell1statement of Dism~:;sed
Emplo)"l's, 4086.
Road \,yorks and Bridges, 4 08 5.

Income Tax-Resolution fixing rates of income
tax for year endlll/,! 31st December, IQo7,
proposed by Mr. Bent in Committee of Ways
and .Means, 861; debated, 862; agreed to,
871. (See also Petitions.)
Income Tax Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and
read first time, 871; second reading moved
by Mr. Dent, 104j; debated, 1046; Bill
read second time, 105!; considered in Committee, 1051; thi'Hl n~ading, 1052.
Indeterminate Sentences Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Mackey, and read first time, 385; discharged from Paper, 3860.
Inter-State Conference-Motion by Mr. Bent for
adjournment of the House during the sittings of the Inter-State Conference, 1917;
report of proceedings of Conference presented by Mr. Bent, 1992.
Ironworkers.
(See Factories and Shops Acts.)
IRnNE, Mr. \V. H. (Lowan)
(l~esigl1ation

announced, 10).

Irvine, :Mr. VV. H., Resignation of-Complimentary motion moved by Mr. Bent, 448;
debated, 449; amendment by Mr. Anstey,
481 ; amendment negatived, and motion
agreed to, 48i; acknowledgment by Mr.
Irvine, 673.

Japanese Famine Relief Fund-Question by Mr.
Elmslie, 277.
J ewellerv-Question by Mr. Elmslie re fraudulent' sale of sh~rn jewellery, 634.
HllTCHIXSOX, Mr. \VILLIAM (Bflrung)
Factorirs and Shops Ads Amendment Bill, Jubilee of Responsible (~o\'ernment-Question by
Mr. A. A. Billson, 1817; historical paper by
.P4 2 .
the Clerk, presented, 28ql ; statement bv Mr.
Licensin~ Bill, 106S, 34C)8, 35<)2, 3593, 364q,
Bent,
2i6.S ; motion bv Mr. Bent, concurring in
37 2 $, 37 20 , 37 2 7, 3i4 1 , 3i4~, 3753, 3i 54,
the adoption of joint address to His Majesty
806
80
80
812
, 3813, 3818,
3755, 3
, 3 8, 3 9, 3
the King, and also to His Excellency the
382 4, 384 1 , 384 2 .
Governor, 2()IO; supporteci bv Mr. Prender.
Maldon Rates Bill, 3174.
gast, 2q17;
Mr. :\hckinnon, 2q22: Sir
Petition for Abolition of Jhrmaids, 36 43,
Alexandf'r PeaClwk, 2<)23;
Mr. Outtrim,
3681, 37 18 .
2924; ?\fr. Toulcher, 2()26; Mr. Gaunson,
Pianos for ~t:lte School,;, 2i4 6 .
2928; :Mr. Colechin, 2l)31; agreed to, 2932;
announcement by the Speaker re preImportation of (;oods-Question bv ~1r. Lemmon
sentation of address to His Excellency
rtf preventing public trusts an'd boards from
the Governor and His Excellency's reply
importing goods which could be obtained in
embodying message from His Majesty,
the State, 2034. (See also eMltrol of Public
2932; m(ltion by !\h. Bent that His Majesty's
message
and
His
Excellencv's
Bodit"S Hill: Drt'dgillR Plant, and Railway
Departmt·nt. )
speech be entered in the journals of the
Improved Small Holdings Bill-Brought in by
House, 21)34; supported by Mr. Hunt, 2934;
Mr. Murray, and read first time, 382; Goagreed to, 2935; motiun by l\.fr. Bent tendervernor's me~sage brought down, 4Qo; resoing thanks 0 f the Hou:"e to the Clerk, Mr.
lution for a.n appropriation adopted, 538;
T. G. \Yatson, for his valuable services in
seconci re:ldll1g of
Bill mm'ed by Mr.
connexion with the Jubilee, 2.")35; debated,
Murray, 53~; debated by Mr. Prendergast,
2935; agreed to, 21)]6; statement by the
l
6i ) ; \[r. Lemmon, is;; Mr. Keast, ;66;
Speaker, 2937; letter from the Angl:can
Mr. Robertson, 7iO; ;\fr. Toulcher, ii 3;
Archbishop of }fe'bourne, 29i4; ackno'wMr. Fairbairn, i71); l\Ir. J. (':llneron, 802;
ledgment of address to His Majesty, 3100;
Mr. Downward, 804; ~fr. Smith, 806; Mr.
message from His :\1ajesty, 3452.
McKenzie, 80l); Mr. Hannah, 811; ?I'Ir. A. Jll:.tice, Administratiun of-Question by Mr.
A. Bill~lHl, 81]; Mr. Farrer, 816; l\fr.
Caunson re inten-iewing by policemen of
Livingston, 817; Mr. Colechin, 811); :\rr.
plisoners awaiting trial, 612; re police eviA. S. Bailes, 826; Mr. Keogh, 828; l\fr.
dence in criminal trials, 632; statement by
Mackinnon, 82l); ~ir. ('arIisle, 833; l\fr.
Mr. Hannah re sentence passed upon an
Elmslie. 834; Mr. McCutcheon, 8,6; :\11".
eldedv female nurse for manslaughter, 799;
bv 111:. Lemmon rp in:ldeqll:lte punishment of
J. W. Billson, 836; Bill read seco~Hl time,
wife-beaters, 18.17; by Mr. Prendergast,
837; consiciered in Committee, 837, .8iS.
18S8; In' Mr. \Yarde, 18~8; by Mr. Bent,
1333, 143S, 3 24 6 , 33 02 i third reaciing, 3316;
amendment after third
reading,
3]ID;
18Sl); b~' Mr. Prendergast r(' prosecutions 0.£
employes for theft, £1002. (See also Ex~radt
amendment,; of Legislati\'e ('ouneil dealt
tiOll of Offenders and Street 0 bstructzon.)
with, 3853.

IE.GISLA1'lVE ASSEMBLY,

Justices of the Peace-Subject of appointment
of Justices of the Peace discussed in Committee of Supply, 4001.
Jli' enile Smoking Prevention Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Outtrim and read first time, 385;
second reading moved by Mr. Outtrim, 654;
debated, 658; Bill read second time, 663;
considered in Committee, 663; third readin,g, i89, amendments after third reading,

;89,
Kardinia Park-Statement bv Mr. Colech:n re
Gcvernment grant, 2278. -

Mr. W. S. (Dalldenong).
Agricultural College, 860, 4130.
Carrum Water Rates, 4180.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
3391.
Crown Lands-Improvement. 4033.
Ferntree Gully Shire Roads, 4024.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3050.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2033, 2064, 20i7,
221 5, 24 83.
Improved Sma)) Holdin~s Bill, 766, 3304,
3306 , 33 10 , 33 12 , 33 15.
Kerang Irrigation and \Vater Supply, 4043.
Licensing Bill, 3577.
Loan Acts Amendment Bill, 3544·
Longwarry Lands Reclassification Bill, 3316,
4 210 .
Money Lenders Bill, 3056, 3058, 3060, 3061,
3062, 306 3.
Railway Department-Goods Sheds Employes,
1238; Stationmasters, 4114.
Railway Loan Bill, 3554·
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 1891,

KK<\ST,

18q2.
Uneinplo~·e<l. Il29.

(37)

Mr. H. P. (coniinued)Pianos for State Schools, 2539.
Public Meetings Regulating Bill, 3396.
Public Works, 4019.
Railway Department-Overcrowding of Carriages, 1414.
Railway Surveys, 3232.
Redbank Recreation Reserve Sale Bill, 549.
Reserves in Country Towns, 2268.
Roads to Mountain- Resorts, 517.
Slock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 1892.
Superintendent of' Exports, 1224,
Supp~ementary Estimates, 285.
Vnemployed, II34.
U npunctuality in Meeting, 2986.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill, 3375·
v\iidows and Young Children Maintenance
Bill, 1079, 1080.

KEOGH,

Kingo\Yer Land Bill--Brou~h1: in by Mr.
Lanadon and read first tllne, 4079; second
reading moved by Mr. Langdon, 4134; Bill
read second time and passed through remaining stages, 4 134.
Mr. HAY (Eagleha'Wk)
Coliban ·Water Supply, 1230.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2067, 212 3, 25°4,
2/i 1, 2973, 3016 .
Governor's Speech, 369'
Land for Eucalyptus Fanning, 227·
Licensing Bill, 35 8 7, 3759·
Municipal Endowment Bill, 907·
Public Meetings Regulating Bill, 339 8 .
Roads and Bridges-Repairs, 402 1.
State Forests, 4043·
Ventilation of Mines, 4040.

KInK-WOOD,

vYholesale Market at South Melbourne, 1816.

Mr. H. P. (Gippsland North)
Agricultural College near Melbourne, 4130.
Bendigo School of Mines, 2538.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1876, 1884, 2000.
Budget, 3983.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
4206.
Control of Public Bodies Bill, 2108.
Days and Hours of :Meeting, 2892.
Drainage Law Amendment Bill, 1914.
Dredging Leases, 797.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 186 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1693, 1826, 1852,
1932, 2033, 2067, 2069, 2074, 2212, 2291,
23 16 , 23 18 , 2344, 2370, 2395, 2457, 25 10 ,
25 17, 25 18 , 25 19, 2520, 259 2, 2598, 2604,
264 1 , 2662, 2847, 2903, 2995, 3001, 3019·
GiEPsland-Railway Construction, 2987.
Governor's Speech, 366.
Improved Small Holdinr:s Bill, 828, 883, 32.15.
Income Tax,. 863.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 663'
Licensing bill, 13°4, 1528, 1599, 1617, 1632,
36 50, ~66o, 3679, 37 28, 3733, 3737, 374u ,
3748 , 3818 , 3833, 4216.
Money Lenders Bill, 30.~9.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 890.
Municipal Sheep Dips, 1910.
Ocean Mail Contract, 672.

KEOGH,

La1::our Bureau-Statement by Mr. Mackinnon,
84; by Mr. Colechin, 85; question by Mr.
H. S. Bennett re re-organization of Labour
Bureau, and extension of facilities to country
centres, 86; subject of management of
bureau discussed in Committee of Supply,
109; statement by Mr. Colechi~, 343; question by Mr. Farrer re registratlOn of unemployed in country districts, 343; by Mr.
Outtrim re visit of Mr. Tregear from New
Zealand, 718. (See also Unemployed, The).
Lady Loch, S.S.-Question by Mr. Sangster 1'6
second officer, 3641.
Lake Bolac, Railway to-Motion by Mr. Bent
that question of constructing railway to
Lake Bolac and of loading the land enhanced in value thereby be referred to
Railways Standing Committee, 4082; debated, 4082; agreed to, 4084.
Lands Department-Question by Mr. Kirkwood
re permitting scrub land in the Mallee to
be taken up for eucalyptus farming, and
the manufacture of eucalyptus oil, 227; by
Mr. Harris rf reclassification of Fumina
lands, 859; question by Mr. Anstey "It
alienation of land east of Snowy River,
2865; vote for Department discussed in
Committee of Supply, 4015.
{See also
Closer Settlement.: Crown Lands; Gra.ing
J.eases; and TVor,tmen's Homes.}
Lands Purchase Board. (See Closer Settlement.)

INDEX.

Mr. THOMAS (Koro1zg)
Bush Fires, 2539·
Bush Fires Bill, 3861.
Kingower Land Bill, 40 79, 4 134.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3435·

LANGDON,

Laundries.

(See Factories and Shops Acts.)

Mr. H. S. W. (Castlemaine and
lllaidon)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1331,
14 22 , 14 2 5.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2002.
Coliban \Vater Supply, Ll26.
Fruit Cases Bill INo. 2), 3038.
Licensing Bill, 1602, 3754.
MaiDtenance of Main Roads, 1322.
Maldon Rates Bill, 3102, 3 174, 31~" 3178.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 901. '

Mr. JOHN (continued)St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Ra:ilway Extension Bill, 1654'
Supplementary' Estimates, 291.
Wages Boards (New), 735, 781 , 78 9, 874, 1135,
II37, 276 5.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3468,
37 2 3.
Wheat Bags, 2563'

LE:lIMON,

LAWSON,

Mr. JOH~ (Williamstown)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1882, 1889, 386 3.
Brick Combine, 2950.
China Naval Contingent, 344.
Coachbuilders' Deputation-Case of Mr. J. G.
Morris, 1817.
Coal Contracts, 4009.
Coal Min~r~-Proposed \Vages Board, 633,
14 16 ; LIVmg Wage, 2764, 31,0.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
r44 6 , 2c)S7, 296 7, 4 20 7.
Dock Accommodation, 97, 4020.
Dredge Walrus, 2034, 2272, 2937.
Factories and Shops Act 1905 Further Amendment Bill, 385.
Factories and Shops Act 1905 (No.2) Further
Amendment Bill, 387.
Factories and Shops Acts-Appointment of
Special Board!, 386; Police Court Prosecutions, 1647; Fell~ongers, 1994; Agricultural
Machinery Trade Board, 2937.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
. 3 11 7, 3 12 7, 3 13 1, 3 133, 3 134, 3188, 3 11...o,
3 194, 3 280 , 3 2 93, 3925, 39 28 .
Flood at Footscray, 1413.
Footscray Magistrates, 1857.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2024, 2185, 2192,
2830 .
Governor's Speech, 13C), 321.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 757, 3 2 72 .
Licensing Bill, 1566, IS79, r608, 1616, 1622,
1628, 35 8 7, 3590, 3661 , 366 4, 374 1, 3746,
3759, 3812 .
Licensing Law-Issue of X ew Hotel Licences,
1053.
Minimum Rate of \Vages, 4II3.
Personal Explanation-The Age Newspaper,
1685.
Police Quarters at 'Williamstown, 1816.
Printing Overseer at Pentrioge, 2Q7.
Public Trusts and Boards-Importation of
Goods, 2034.
Railway Department-Sunday Labour and
Overtime, 2426, 2564, 4°89; Minimum Rate
of \iVages, 4II3.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4102.
Railways Commissioners - Chairman's Expenses, 4181; Leave of Absence to Chairman, 4181.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 4 13.

LEMMO:'ol',

Leve~s Cons~ruction Bill-Brought in

by

Mr.

E: H. Cameron, and read first time, 38 5;

· dl~charg,ed from Paper, 3860 .
Llbranes, Country-Statement by ~rr. Livingston re vote to country libraries 289' by
· Mr. Colechin, 2277.
"
L~brary Committee-Appointed, 38 1.
LIcences, New-Question by Mr. McGrath re
· new hotel ~icences issued since 1885, 1115.
LIcensed Pr~nllses-Return re licensed premises
voluntanly closed since 1885 ordered on
motion of Mr. Anstey, 164,~8; prese~ted,
24 2 5.
Licensing Bill- Go\"crnor's message brought
down, 444; motion by Mr. Bent in Committee tixing amount of licence-fees, 490 ;
debated, 502; agreed to, 507; resolution
adopted, 5~7; B.ill brought in by Mr. Bent,
and read hrst tIme, 50?S; resolution for an
appropriation adopted, 508; second reading
of Bill moved by Mr. Bent, 635, 673; deb~ted by Mr. A. A. Billson, 949; Mr: Mackmnon, .968; Mr. Culechin, 973, 1012; Mr.
McKenZIe, 1016; Mr. G. H. Bennett, IOI9;
~.fr Duffus, 1029; ~fr. Hannah, 103I; Mr.
rhom~on, 1041; Mr. Downward, 1060; Mr.
Hutchll~son~ 1065; Mr. McCutcheon, 1070;
Mr. Faubaun, II48; ~rr. Prendergast II82'
Mr. A. S. Bailes, 1203, 1213; ~1r. 'Smith;
121 7; M.r. Gray, 1220; Mr. Elmslie, 1243;
Mr. SWl1lburne, 1251; Mr. 'Yarde, I261;
Mr. Toutcher, 1268; Mr. Anstey, 1274, 12 94;
Mr. Keogh, 1304; Mr. Bowser, 13°7; Mr.
G~unson, 13II; M.r. J. W. Billson, 1319;
BIll n;ad second tllue, 1321; considered in
CommIttee, 13 21 , 143.1, 1504, 1556, 1563,
1596 , 3 194, 346 9, 3488 , 35 60 , 3643, 3724,
375 0 , 3 803; (Subjects dealt with-Licensing
fees and percentage, 3IC)5, 3665, 3680,
3 803, 3 828 ; Licences Reduction Board, 3 1Q7,
357 6 , 380 5; compensation, 3197, 3469, 3~8,
3560, 3 SC)o , 36 43, 3832; local option, 3198,
359.1, 381 J, 382 4; sale of liquor during proh.lblted hours, 3594, 376o; reouctioll of
lIcences, 3656;, increase of licences, 36 '=;7;
clubs, :i663, 38°3, 1846; grocers' licences,
3 6 ,8, 38o C); :lustral ian wine licences, 3724;
t~mporary lIcences, 3732, 3843; road-side
lIcences, 373 8 ; barmaids, 3754, 3806; reI!l ov :d of licences,18~s); Bill read thirrl
tllne, 3847; Clerk em]Jowered to insert and
alte~
h.eadl ines, 3862;
amendments of
Leglslatl\"e Council dealt with, 4184, 4210.
Licensing Law-Q1Iestion bv Mr. Gaunson re
compensation
provisions, 633; by
Mr.
Leml110n (for Mr. McGrath) re new hotel
licences, IOS3; by Mr. Mackinnon (for Mr.
A. A. Billson) re local option polls, 128 5.
(See also Brewers' [.iances).
Lifts Regulation Bill-Received from Legislative Council and read first time, 1135;
second reading moved by Mr. Swinburne,

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Lifts Regulation Bill (continucd)1892; debated, 1893; Bill read second time,
1896; considered in Committee, 1896, 3036;
third reading, 3038; amendment after third
reading, 3038; amendment recommended by
Governor'ii message dealt with, 4133.
Limitation of Actions Bill Received from
Legislative Council and read first time,
1856; second reading moved by Mr. Mackey,
4202;
Bill read second time, 420.2; con·
sidered in Committee, 4222; third reading,
4224; Imessage from Leglslat,iv,e Council
dealt with, 4225; motion by Mr. Mackey
that Bill be laId aside, agreed to, 4227;
motion by Mr. Mackey that foregoing
motion be rescinded, 4231; debated, 4 23 1 ;
leave to submit motion without notice re·
fused, 4232.
Little Yarra Tramway-Question by Mr. Harris
re CO!1struction of tramway to Litt!e Yarra,
101 I.
Mr. THOMAS (Gippsland South)
Boilers Inspection Bill. 18H, 1880, 1885, 1886,
1887, 1890, 20°4, 2006, 3864, 4224.
Budget, 3979.
Bush Fires Bill, 386x.
Closer Settlement Act--Valuers, 1994.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
3379·
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
4 2 °7.
Dr. Hentoul, III.
Drainage Law Amendment Bill, 1914, 1916.
Filters for State Schools, 2561.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3045. ,
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1824, 1855, 2084,
2149, 2770 •
Governor's Speech, 147·
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 817, 33°5,
,3°9, 3310, 33 13.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 67 I.
Licensing Bill, 1530, 156 3, 36 72, 3740, 3812,
38 34.
Milk Supervision Act, I I I.
Muney Lenders Bill, 3060.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 896, 907.
Public Instruction-Schools in Country Dis·
tricts, IIO; Collections from Parents, 86o;
Furnishing of State Schools, 2270; Condition
of Schools, 2562, 3172.
Railway Carriage of Coal, 3170.
Railway Department-Hours of Employes,
4108; Clerical Work of Stationmasters, 4108.
Railway Loan Bill, 3557.
Recreation Grounds, 2270.
Hegistration of Births. Deaths. and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2972.
Road Construction, III.
State Schools Exhibition-Railway Fares, 1+50.
Supplementary Estimates, 289.
Vegetation Diseases Act 18<)6 Further Amend·
ment Bill, 337 2, 3374.
Votes on Account, 110.

Ln'INGSTO""

Loan Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Bent, and read first time, 3434; second' read.
ing moved by Mr. Bent, 3542; debated,
3543; Bill read second time, 3546; considered in Committee, 3546,; third .reading,
3547; amendment recommended by Governor's message agreed to, 3803.

Loan Conversion-Statement by Mr. Bent, 2588.
(See also Surplus Rt!'Denue Bill.)
Loans, Flotation of-Question by Mr. Gray re
cost of underwriting, 279. (See also Loan
Conversion.)
Lon,g Lake Pumping Scheme-Return re cost of
pumping ordere~, on motion of Mr. Gra.y,
4 0 81.
Longwarry Lands Reclassification Bill-Brought
in by ~lr. Keast and read first time, 3316;
statement by Mr. Ke:l.st, 4210.
Lowan, Representation of-Resignation of Mr.
W. H. Irvine announced, 10; election of
Mr. ROibert Stanl~y announced, 444; Mr.
Stanley introduced and sworn, 557. (See
also Irvine, Mr. W. H., Resignation oj.)
Lunatic Asylums-Question by Mr. A. A. Bil1son
re appointment and qualifications of attend·
ants, 757; by Mr. Bovd re pay of temporary
attendants, 86o; by Mr. Prendergast re
placing female nurses in attendance on male
patients, 1533; by Mr. Watt, 2268; by Mr.
A. A. Billson, 2276: by Mr. Beard, 2282;
subject further discussed, 3992; statemoent
by Mr. Watt re proposed erection at Mari·
byrnong of hospital for acute mental cases,
2268; by Mr. Bent, 2271.
McBRIDE, Mr. PETER (Kara Kara)

Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 744.
Days and Hours of Meeting, lIl6, 289 2 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2026, 2202, 2206,
2216, 2307, 2483, 2519, 25 21 , 2~0, 3011 ,
39 1I .
Licensing Bill, 1563, 1581, 3804, 380 5, 382 4,
3841.
Maffra Beet Sugar F .lctory, 96.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
3446 .
Municipal Endowment Bill, goo.
Roads-Construction and Maintenance, 96 .
McCn(,HIWN, Mr. R. G. (St. Kilda)
Administration a'nd pf(~bate Duties Bill, 12 93,
1428.
Ancient Lights Declaratory Bill, 1.7:23·
Appropriation Bill, 4132.
Brick Combine, 2945, 2947, 295 6 .
Building Trades Strike, 4182.
Close of the Session, 4230.
Copies of Statutes for Members, 3069·
Da ys and Hours of Meeting, I I 16, 2895.
Early Closing of Shops, 1500.
Emp'oYment of Chinese in Workrooms, 86[.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
39 28 .
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill, 4 138 ,
4 2 °4.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 30 50 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1758, 2022, 20 76 ,
2082, 2121, 2197, 2291, 2~8, 2515, 283 1,
2846, 2902 , 290 3.'
Governor's Speech, ~61.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 836.
Income Tax, 866.
Laundries, 1286.
Licensing Bill, 1070, 1582, 1602, 1627, 3562,
35 84, 35 86 , 3755, 3834, 4 21 5.
Limitation of Actions Bill, 4226.
Pianos for State Schools, 2744, 2i50.

I~UEX.

Mr. R G. (colltinued)Privilege-Rev. H. 'Vorrall, 559, 583.
H.ailwav Department - Sunday Labour and
Overtime, 2436.
Railways Audit Rill, 1326, 1331, 1552.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 4b4.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 401,
4 06 , 4 13, S3 0 .
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1.~41, JOSh, 1658, 1660,
166 4.
Sundav Trains, 4088, 41°9.
surpltis Revenue Bill, 1147.
The Clerk (Mr. T. (~. \\~ats()n), 2<)36.
rnemployed, 1130.
\"ages no.nels (New), 11~6.
\Yater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3466.
"'omen's Suffrage Bill, ()26.

MCCliTCHEO=",

Mr. D. C. (Grenville).
Boilers Inspection Bill, 3863.
Borhoneyghurk Timber H.eserve Reyocation
nill, )24, 7~6, 746 , ':'48, 74 0 • i~)·
Cressy and Pitfield Piains Rail'way, 3234.
Dredge vValrus, 3400.
Federal Parliament Elections, 3595·
(~aming Suppression Bill, 2320, 2676, 2818\
28 51 , 28 59.
Governor's Speech, 212, 22<).
Hotels-·Issue of New Licences, II 15.
Justices of the Peace, 4002.
Licensing Bill, IS81, 1607, 161<), 1625, 1627,
162 9.
Mines Department-Amendment of Law Relating to Royalty, 49, 4037; Companies
\Vorking under ~lone" ('O\'enants, 4q; Transfer of Leases to \Yoah Hawp, 4<); Chief Mining Inspector, 4037; Speedwell Proprietan'
Company, So; Applic:\tions for Leases Pending, So; Bethanga (;old Mining Company's
Leases, ~o; Mining Companies' Non-compliance with Section If) of :\·fines Act, 85;
Suspension of Labour ('o\'enanls, 1 1l6; \Vatson's Hill Dredging Company, 14Q.l;. Payment of Miners' \\'ages, IS86, 25.11 ; Tl'langle
Heefs Company, Kerrisdale, 1586, 2SS1;
Dredging Lease at \Yandiligong, 3642; Ventilation .of Mines, 4°37; Guiding Star Lease,
4038, 4041 ; Tributing, 40'i; Mining Boards,
4o~8; (;eological Director, 40 ..p.
Ohi-age Pensions, 4003.
Pitfield to Reeac Railway, 633.
Railway Department-Stationmaster at Elaine,
4108.
Roke,,'ood Common, 7C)7'
Sharebroking and Spec. Selling, 2676.
Taxing Ma')ter, 224<).
t'nemployed, 1416.

MCGRATH,

:M r. ROBERT (Rallarat East)
Continuation Schools, 106, 446, 2643.
Country Fire Brigades Board-Inquiry at Ballarat, 3166, 3433.
Cressy and Pitfield Plains Railway, 3235.
Facto'ries alhl Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
313 6 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1675, 2032, 2120,
26 58 , 26 70 , 27 6 9.
Governor's Speech, 317, 338, 339.
Licensing Bill, 1606, 1610, 3664, 3810.
Mining Bores at Ballarat East, IC6.

MCGREGOR,

~1CGREGOR,

Mr. ROBERT (contimted)Mining Leases and ,Miners' \\'ages, 1586, 259 u ,
27 6 3.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 .\mendment Bill, 916.
Phcenix Foundry Company, 344, 345.
Pianos for State Schools, 2745.
Privilege-Rev. H. \VurralI, 560.
Public Meelings Regulating Bdl, 3396 .
South Africa Contingents Pensions Act 190 5
Amendment Bill, 2304.
Unemployed, SS, II23, 1496.
Votes on ACl'ount, 106.
\Vages Boards (new), 788.
\"omen's Suffrage Bill, 945.

McKENZIE, ~Ir.

lIn;u (l.'odllcy)

Auctioneers' Licence::;,' 3802.
Budget, JI)84.
Closer Settlement •.\ct 1904 Amendment Bill,
33 85.
Days and HOllrs of ~[eeling, 28 94.
Dredging Leu::;e::;, 79 8 .
Echuca \Vharf, 4112.
Factories and Shop:; ~\ds Amendment Bill,
3 2 93.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1931, 2022, 2180,
23 1b , 23 1 7, 235~, 211;-S, 282X, .1008.
Goulburn l{iver Le\'ees, 228, 2182.
Governor'::; Speech, 201.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 809, 3 2 48 ,
33 0 7, 33 1 5, 33 16 .
Licensing Bill, 1016, 1522 , 1527, 3560, 3577,
3594, 3 6 74, 36 78 , 3735, 374 2, 3757, 3761,
37 62 , 3 X(J!j, .3~3,l, 4 l qh.
:Money Lenders Bill, 3062 .
~/lunicipal Endowment Bill, 90 1.
]~aih\·,ty Department-Special Hates, 4112.
Roads in l{odney and Shepparton Districts,
4 02 3.
State Rivers and \Yater Supply CommissionAppointment of Secretary, 3040.
\Yarang.t Basin, 4<)0.
\\'aterworks Land Sale Bill, 33 6 9.

J. E. (Gippsland West)
Boilers Inspection Hill, ISiS, 1881, 1882, IS86,
188 7, 1888, IS8!), 200':;, 2006, 3862, 38b3,
386 4, . 386 .1, J866, 3g()7'
RuildinQ' Trades Strike, 4184.
Hush Fires, 386r.
Children's ('ourts Bill, 3201, 3210, 32II, 3214,
321 5, 321 " 3851 , 3S52 .
Closer Settlement Act-Valuers, H)94.
Closer Settlement Act 1<)04 Amendment Bill,
32 4 2 , 4 202 .
Companies Act
18q6 Further Amelidment
Bill, 1439, 144i, 2<)62, 4207, 4224.
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill,
3 237, 3 2 39, 344 1 •
Compulsory Voting Bill, .lS38.
Country Fire Brigades Board-Inquiry at
Ballarat, 3433.
Crown Grants Bill, 1856, 3239, .124°.
Disputed Territory between South .Australia
and Victoria, 2801, 2863.
Factories and Shops .\ds Amendment Bill,
39 2 3, 39 27.
Friendlv Societies Acts Amendment Dill, Ji18,
4 1 38 ,4 20 4,

M.'\CKE\', ~tfr.
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Mr. J. E. (continued)Gaming Suppression Bill, 1846, 1847, 1848 ,
21 46 ,
1853, 1854, 1855,
2014,
2145,
2149, 2153, 2187, 2188, 2189, 2190, 21 9 1,
2193, 2195, 2198, 2199, 2220, 2221, 2222,
2223, 2287, 23°9, 23 11 , 23 21 , 23 22 , 23 24,
.2326, 23 27, 2330, 2343, 2344, 235 2 , 2354,
2357, 2366, 2373, 23 81 , 23 82 , 2457, 245 8 ,
2459, 2460, 2461, 2465, 2602, 26°3, 2608,
3018, 303~, 3899, 3<)00, 3901 , 39 0 5, 3906 ,
3(j07, 3908 , 39°9, 3910, 39 I I , 39 13, 39 15,
3,.9 17, 39 22 , 39 23.
Grazmg Leases, 4015·
Improved Small Holdings Dill, 1334, 3853.
Indeterminate Sentences Bill, 385.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 793, 7QS·
Land Settlement East of Snowy River, 2866.
Licensing Bill, 1559, 15 6 5, 1604, 35 6 5, 3575,
359 2 , 351.)3, 366 4, 36 78 , 373 2, 3733, 3734,
3735, 3737, 3738 , 38°5, 3806 , 38°7, 3822 ,
3824, 3825, 3826, 3833, 3M34, 3846, 4 18 4,
4186, 4189, 4 19 1, 4 19 2 , 4 193, 4 196 , 4 197,
4198, 4199, 4200, 4218, 4220.
Limitation of Actions Dill, 1856, 4202, 4 222 ,
4223, 4224, 4 22 5, 4226, 4 22 7, 4 23 1.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 30 39,
3040, 3098, 3099, 3100, 3434, 343 6 , 38 53,
38 54.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,

MACKEY,

3444,

~44i,

4 22 1.

Monev Lenders Dill, 1995, 30 53, 30 58 , 3°59,
306i, 3°63, 3°64, 3100, 3 101 , 3849,' 38 50 ,
4 1 33.
Murray Settlement Hill, 3433·
Parks and Gardens·-Removal of Fences, 4017·
Police--Evidence in Criminal Trials, 632 j
Constable Cobbledick, 3642.
Printers and Newspapers Act 1895 Amendment
Bill, 4°79, 4222, 4225.
Prize Fighting Suppression Bill, 1688.
Public Instruction-Cullections from Parents,
860.
Public Meetings Regulating Bill, 3399.
Rabbit Extirpation--Phosphorus Bait, 3897.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 508, 528,
)3 1 , 533, 535, 53 6 , 537·
SOllth and East :Melbourne Lands Bill, 3848.
South Melbourne Mechanics' Institute Bill,
3434·
St. James' Church Lands Bill, 1504, 396 9,
397 2 .
St. James' Church Lnnd Revenue, 4180.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Rail. way ~xtension Bill, 1663, 1664, 1665, 20.:;0,
2052, 2°.54·
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2099·
'Thistle Act Further Amendment Bill, 1503·
Trustees Law Amendment Bill, 416, 418, 7S6.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3370, 3448,
345 2, 3453, 386 7, 3868 .
Voting by Post Bill, 3S37, 4136.
Voting by Post Bill (No.2), 4136.
'Willows and Young Children Maintenance Dill,
4 22 5.

M'-\CKT~NON,

Mr. DONALD (Prahran)
Adjournments of the House, 690.
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1293,
14 2 5.
Boilers Inspection Rill, 1884, 2006.
Brick Combine. 2047.
Building Trades Strike, 3300.

Mr. DONALD (continued)Children's Courts Bill, 3 20 5, 3213, 3216.
Close of Session, 4 22 9.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
1445·
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill,
3441.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 2894.
Dentists Bill, 3642.
Dramage Areas Act 1905 Amendment Dill,
14 1 9, 1421.
Drainage Law Amendment Bill, 1915,
Dredges Walrus and Octopus, 2281.
FactOries and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3140, 3190, 3 281 , 39 27.
Fatal Accident at Hawksburn Rail""'ay Station,
2548 .
Fawkner Park, 1239, 4017.
Fortnightly Payment of Teachers, 95.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill, 4 1 39.
Fireworks at State Schools Exhibition, 1438.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3050.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1753, 1788, 1822)
19 23, 1952, 1965, 1968, 2020, 2029, 20Sb,
2069, 2092, 2127, 2149, 21 5 1, 2196, 21 9 8 ,
221 I, 2212, 2219, 2224, 2325, 2600, 26°4,
2616, 2636, 2652, 3020, 3899.
Governor's SpeeCil, 3:lJ, 338.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 829, 880,
326 7, 33°9·
Income Tax, 865.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2922.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 667.
Licensing Bill, 968, 1322, 1433, 1506, 15 27.
156 4, 1599, 35 61 , 357 2, 3593, 3660 , 366 5.
4 18 5, 41~7, 4 19 2, 4 21 4.
Licensing Polls, 1285'
Lifts Regulation Bill, 1898.
Limitation of Actions Bill, 4232.
Loan Acts Amendment Bill, 3547.
Maldon Rates Bill, 3177.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3100).
3435, 38 54.
j\ledical Practitioners Law Amendment Hili,
3222 , 3447·
Melbourne Public Library, 3995·
Miss Hosking's C'lairn, 4135.
Observatory-Payment of Lady Employes,
3991.
Old-age Pensions, 1646.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amend:
ment Bill, 916.
Pianos for State Schools, 2739·
Printers and Newspapers Act 1895 Amendment
Bill, 4136.
Prison Labour, 4124.
Private Members' Business, 1562.
Privilege-Mr. Solly and the Government.
Iqo; Rev. H. \Vor;-all, ::::9, S80, .586; the Age'
Newspaper, 2044.
Railways Audit Bill, 13 23, 13 27, 1332, 1554·
Registration of Bilths, Deaths, and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2970.
Resignation of Mr. Solly, 2587'
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 404, 409.
52 9.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1540, 1652, 1658, 2049,
20 52, 2°54·
.
Street Obstruction at Prahmn, 2688.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1057.
The late Mr. Seddon, 18
Trustees Law Amendment Bill, 417, '178.
lTnc1aimed Funds Bin, 33 1 7, 33 1 9, 33.m.

MACKINNON,

INDEX.

Mr. DONALD (continued)Victorian Loans Redemption and Conversion
Bill, 981.
Votes on Account, 95·
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 346 7.
Widows and Young Children Maintenance
Bill, 386, 1075, 1078, 1079, 1080, 1081, 1082,
2784, 2785, 2786, 2789, 2790 , 279 1, 279 2,
27'93, 4 20 5, 4 22 5.
\'lomen's Suffrage Bill, 93 8 , 944·

MACKINNON,

Mr. DONALD (Daylcsford)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 3866, 4208, 4 20 9, 4 22 4.
Engine-drivers' Examinations, 40 43.
Forests Bill, 1494, 40 41.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 277 2 .
Geological Director, 40 41.
Governor's Speech, 235·
Laundries, 1286.
LicensIllg Bdl, 3762.
Mines Department-Amendment of !--aw l~e
lating to Royalty, 49, 4041; Compames
\Vorkmg under Money Covenants, 49;
Messrs. Agar v"ynne and Pearce's l:eases,
49; Subletting by Speedwell Propnetary,
50; Applications for Leases Pendmg, 50;
Bethanga Gold Mining Company, 50, 85,
446 ; Non-compliance of Comp.ani~s with
Section 19 of Mines Act, 85; Tnbutmg, 85,
1I82' Leases in Bendigo District, 447; Dr.
Sum~ons' Report, 10~3, 1114, 149.~; Director
of Min~ng, illS; Suspension. of Lab(;>ur
Covenants, II16; vVatson's HIll Dredgmg
Company, 1493; Burnt Creek Mi.ning Company's Exemptions, 1493; Dredgmg ~eases
in Gippsland District, ISgO, 1817; Tnangle
Reefs Leases, 2585, 3096; Britannia. United
Quartz Mining Company, 2.~90, 2763 ~ Dre~g
ing Lease at Wandiligong, :~642; ChIef Mming Inspector, 4041; Guiding Star L.e~se,
4 0 4 1 ; Ventilation of Mines, 4041; Mmmg
Boards, 4042.
Mining Leases-Powers of the ~tate, II8I.
~funicipal Association Incorporatlon Bill, 877,
87 8 , 147 8 , 1479·
Sludge Caused by Dredging, 800.

McLEOD,

1LdTra Beet Sugar Factory-Statement by Mr.
McBride rt: vote for ~IafIra Beet Sugar
Factory, 96.
Mail Contract-Question by Mr. Keogh re contract entered into by Federal Government
for conveyance of mails to and from Adela.ide and Brindisi, and prOVISIon for
cheaper carriage of butter, 67 2 .
Maldon Rates Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent,
and read first time, 3040; motion by Mr.
Bent, that Bill be treated as public Bill,
3101; debated, 3101; agreed to, 3105; second
reading of Bill move<i by Mr. Bent, 3 10 5;
debated, 3105 i Bill read second time, 3107;
considered in Committee, 3173; third reading, 3178.
Manures, Artificial-Question by Mr. Gray re
alleged supply of inferior manures, 1285.
Markets.
(See South Melbourne Markets.)
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Coun<;il, and read
first time, 1856; second reading moved by
Mr. Mackey, 3039; Bill read second time,

Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill (contd.)-303Y; considered in Committee, 3039; third
reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 3098; debated, 3098; Bill read third time, 3099;'
amendments after third reading, 3100; messages of Legislative Council dealt with,
3434, 3~53, 4 133.
.
McIldowie, Mr.-Question by Mr. Colechin reo
evidenCe given at inquest on the late Mr.
McIldowie, Geelong, 421.
Mechanics'
Institute-Statement by Mr. J.
Cameron re application for site for me-chanics' institute at Nowa Nowa South,.
2274'
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment BilIBrought in by Sir Samuel Gillott, and read
first time, 385; second reading moved by
Sir Samuel Gillott, 553; debated, 3220;'
Bill read second time, 3443; considered in:
Committee, 3443;
third reading, 3448;
amendments of Legislative Council dealt
with, 4221.
Melbourne Gaol-Question by Mr. H. S. Bennett
re sanitary arrangements, 2765.
.
Melbourne Harbor Trust. (See Dredging Pla1~t.);
Melbourne Tramway Company-Statement by
Mr. Prendergast re fares charged and accommodation pro\'ided, 1408; subject discussed, 1409.
(See also Tramways, Melbourne.)
Members, New-Introduced and sworn, 10, 557,
1226, 1991.
Members, Resignation of-Mr. Irvine, 10; Mr.
Fairbairn, 14q2 i
Mr. Solly, 258g; Sir
Samuel Gillott, 3360.
Milk Supervision Act-Statement by Mr. Livingston re .fees charged to dairymen, III.
Milliners.
(See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Mines Department-Question by Mr. McGrath·
re law relating to royalty, 49; re mining
companies working under money covenants,
49 i re prohibiting holders of Crown lands.
under miners' rights from charging royalty,
49; re leases of Messrs. A. Wynne and
Pearce, 49; re subletting by Speedwell Proprietary Company, So i statement by Mr.
McLeod re North Normanby leases, 50;
question by Mr. McGrath re applications for
leases pending, So i re Bethanga Company'sleases, 50 i by Mr. H. S. Bennett, 85; by
Mr. McGrath re furnishing returns respecting mining leases, 85; by Mr. H. S.
Bennett
re
law relating to. tributing
in gold mines, 85 i statement by Mr.
McGregor re boring along the indicator line
of reef at Ballarat East, 106; system of
mining leases and general administration of
Department discussed on amendment by Mr.
McGrath on motion for Address-in-Reply
to the speech of His Excellency the Governor on opening the session, 212-267;.
question by Mr. Anstey re contracts of Bethanga Gold Mines Company, 446; by Mr.
Smith re leases in Bendigo district, 44b i
by Mr. A. S. Bailes re appointment of a
Director of Mining, IllS; by Mr. McGrath
re publication of suspension of labour
covenants, III6;
bv Mr. Toutcher re
granting leases over iand reserved for rifle
ranges, II81; by Mr. Sm:.th re evasion of
tributing provisions in Mines Act, 1182; by
Mr. Harris re geological report on Wood's.
Point Gold-fields, J285; statement by Mr_
Smith re inspection of safety appliances,.
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Mines Department (continued)2272; vote for Department discussed in Committee of Supply, 4037. (See also Britannia
Gold Mining Company; Guiding Star Company; Mines, Ventilation of; Mining Accidents j Sludge Abatement Board; Triangle
Reefs Company; and Watson's Hill Dredging Company.)
Mines, Ventilation of-Questions by Mr. A. S.
Bailes re report of Dr. Summons on ventilation of mines, 1953, lII4, 1493; statement
bv Mr. A. S. Bailes re ventilation of deep
mines at Bendigo during sinking operations,
2269; by Mr. Bent, 2271; by Mr. Smith,
227 1.
Minimum Wage-Motion by Mr. Hannah that
vote for roads and bridges be reduced by
£1 as an indication that a minimum wage
should be paid in connexion with all public
works, 4022; negatived, 4023.
(See also
Railway Department-Minimum Wage.)
Mining Accidents-Statement by Mr. A. S.
Bailes re mining accidents due to careless
use of explosives, 29&4; by Mr. McLeod,
2988; by Mr. Smith, 2988; by Mr. Smith
re alleged neglect of corpse of a miner
killed at Bendigo, 2989.
Minister of Lands, Resignation of-Statement by
Mr. Murray, 898; by Mr. Bent, 898.
Money Lenders Bill-Received from Legislative
Council, and read first time, 1995; second
reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 3°53; debated, 3°55; Bill read second time, 3058;
considered in Committee, 3058; third reading, 3100; amendments after third reading,
3100; amendments of Legislative Council
dealt with, 3849, 4133.

Mr. JOHN (Waranga)
Congratulations on Recovery from Illness,
3444·
Licensing Bill, 3i37·
Railway Administration, 4 11 4.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 3852.

'MORRISSEY,

Motions for the Adjournment of the House-Proposed to enable honorable members to venti.
late public questions-By Mr. Elmslie re unemployed, 718, 1494; by Mr. Solly re unemployed, II19; by Mr. Elmslie re purchase
by Melbourne Harbor Trust of a second-hand barge in England, 1451; by Mr.
Prendergast re prosecutions for street obstruction, 2098; by Mr. Lemmon re Sunday
labour and overtime at Newport Workshops,
2426; by 1fr. Hannah re "Brick Combine,"
2938; by Mr. Boyd re strike in building
trade, 4181.
Motor Car, Purchase of-Statement by Mr.
Colechin, 279·
Mountain Resorts.
(See Tourists and Roads
and Bridges.)
'Municipal Association Incorporation Bill-Motion
by Mr. McLeod for dispensing with standing orders relating to private Bills, agreed
to, 877; Bill brought in by Mr. McLeod,
and read first time, 878; second reading
moved by Mr. McLeod, 1478; debate adjourned, 148Q; Bill discharged from paper,
3860.

Municipal Elections-Statement by Mr. Bent re
adjournment of House over municipal elections, 919; motion by Mr. Bent for adjournment of House, agreed toO, 984. (See
also Railway Departme1lt-Employes.)
Municipal Elections (Adult Suffrage) BillBrought in by Mr. Colechin, and read first
time, 386.
Municipal Endowment-Question by Mr. Smith
re endowment payable to Shires of Dundas
and Beechworth, 1493.
Municipal Endowment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
E. H. Cameron, and read first time, 3MS;
second reading moved by Mr. E. H.
Cameron, 555; debated, 556, 884, 899; Bill
read second time, 9°7; considered in Committee, 907; third reading, 914.
Municipal Rating (Unimproved Value) BillBrought in by Mr. Holden, and read first
time, 386.
Municipal Sheep Dips. (See Sheep Dips.)
Municipalities, Duties of-Question by Mr.
Colechin, 3301.

M r. JOHN (Warrnambool) .
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 381, 5 18 , 747, i49, 750, 75 1 , 75 2, 75 u.
Boring for Water, 445.
Budget, 3.973·
Close of the Session, 4229.
Closer Settlement-Plougning Virgin Land.

MVHHAY,

71 7.

Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
381, 33 86 , 33 87, 3390 , 4 202 .
Daily Hansard, 2978.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 1II7.
Deputations at Parliament House, 2977.
Despatch of Business, 3848.
Disputed Territory between South Australia
and Victoria, 2864.
Divisions, 3747, 3748.
Eastern Gippsland, 2981.
Fumina Lands, 859.
Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill, 3220.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3189.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3043, 3048.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1768, 1823, 1847,
1854, 1855, 1945, 201 3, 2290 , 2292, 2294,
2295, 23 18, 23 22 , 2457, 2463, 247 2, 25 11 ,
2516, 2517, 2518, 2519, 2520, 2608, 260Q,
2617, 2639, 2644, 2647, 2650, 2675, 2819~
2~1, 2842, 2899, 2993, 2998, 3.002 , 300 7,
3009, 301 5, 3022 , 302 3, 302 5, 3905, 39I I ,
39 15, 39 17, 3920, 3923.
Gippsland-Amount Voted for Roads, 4024,
402 7.
Governor's Speech, 32I.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 382 , 549·
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 382 , 53 8 , 83i,
878, 87Q, 880, 882, 1340, 1435, 3246, 3266 .
Kew Asylum-Drains through Reserve, 4085.
Lake Rolac Railway, 4083'
Land for Eucalyptus Farming, 227·
Land on Snowy River, 2980.
Licensing Bill, 83 8 , 1561 , 35 6 5, 357 0 , 3575,
3578 , 35 86 , 3646 , 36 5 1, 36 53, 36 54, 36 55,
3656, 36 57, 36 59, 3661 , 36 73, 36 75, 37 25,
3758, 3803, 381 4, 3832, 3833, 4 185, 4 187,
4191, 4 1 9 2, 4 197, 4198, 42II.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 1897, 1898.

INDEX.
MURRAY, ~1r. JOH~

(c01ltinuftl)Limitation of Actions Bill, 4231.
LO'llgwarry Lands Reclassification Bill, 4210.
Mallee Lands-Hailwav Contract, 2981.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
3223, 4221.
Monaro Plains, 2980.
Money Lenders Bill, 3058.
Newspaper Reports, 2978.
Oceim Mail Contract, 673·
Pianos for State Schools, 274I.
Port Campbell Railway, 2257.
Railway Department-Gratuity to Mrs. Franklin, 4201.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4103.
Railwav Surveys, 3 22 4, 3230.
Railwa\'s Standing Committee, 2979.
Reading Newspaper Articles, 4°30.
Redbank Recreation Reserve Sale Bill, 382,
547, 54 8 , 549·
Resignation as Minister of Lands, 898.
Rokewood Common, 801.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 3852.
St. James' Churdl Lands Bill, 3972.
The Clerk (~1r. T. C~. \Yatson), 2935.
Tramway Traffic, 10411.
Pnpunctuality of :\feeting, 2977.
Voting by Post Bill, 3,,37.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3462.
37 22 .
Waterworks L.1nd Sale Bill, 3367'
'Vestern District-Land Resumption Scheme,
2<)7l); Railwav Construction, 2979.
Women's SuITra-ge Bin, !)37.

MurraY River Levees-Statement bv Mr. Graham
re' assisting settlers flooded' out through
bursting or' levees, 4I2C); by Mr. Carlisle,
4 1 32 .
Murrav Settlement Bill-Brought in by Mr.
~(lckev, and read first time, 3433; discharge;1 from p~tper, 3860.

Neerim Railway.
(See Parlia1nfntary Standing
r(lmmittee on Railways.)
Neglected Children's Department-Question by
Mr. Hunt re appointment of secretary and
inspector, 2765, 3300; statement by Mr.
Anstey re treatment of neglected children,
39<)2.

Newport an!l Graham-street, Ibilwav Communication between-Question by ~1'r. Colechin,
18S9·
Newspaper Reports. (See "Age" /Yewspaper
anel Privilege).
New Zealand Exhibition-Question by Mr.
Boyd re vote for expenses in connexion with
exhibition, 276; statement by Mr. Beard,
278.
North Normanby Leases.
(See Min('s Dfpartment.)
.
Noxious Trades Regulation Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Watt, and read first time, 385.
Observatorv-Statement bv 1fr.
Bowser re
facilities for meteorological observations,
2C)1; bv Mr. Mackinnon r(' salaries of
women 'employed at Observatory, 3991.
Octopus, Dredge.
(See Galong Harbor Trust.)

Old-age Pensions-Statement by Mr. J. vV-.
Billson re case of an old-age pensioner, 113;
question by Mr. Solly re increasing amount
of pension, 633; statement by ~Ir. Colechin
re a pensioner at (~eelong, 800; by Mr.
Mackinnon re amendment of residential conditions, 1646; subject of old-age pensions.
discussed in Committee of Supply, 4003.
O~fA~, ~Ir.

D. S. (Hampdc1l)
Gaming Suppression Bill, 207/, 2614, 2616,.
39°9·
Lake Bolac Railway, 4083.

Opium Smoking Prohibition Act Iq05 Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Council, and reael first time, 654; second reading moved by Sir Samuel Gillott, 914; debated, 915; Bill read secon(l time. 915;
considered in Committee, 91 ~; third reading, 917.
Osborne House, Ceelong-Question by Mr._
Boyd, 277; by .Mr. Watt, 4084.

Mr. A. R (3farybor(ltfg1i)
Accommodation for Assemblv ~Iembers iIlt
C0l1l1cil Chamber, 49.
'
Bush Fires Bill, 38or.
Children's Courts Bill, 3208, 321).
Coal, 4013.
Cressy and Pitfield Plains Railway, 3236.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 1116.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Hill,.
3 121 , 3 1 36 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2181, 26°9, 2~G~.
Government Business, 2802.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3250, 3306)-.
3310, 3312.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2Y24.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 385, 654,.
667, 66q, 670, 790, 79 1 , 795.
Labour Bureau-Mr. Tregear, ~I8.
Lake Bolac Railway, 4084.
Licensing Bill, 4213.
Maldon Rates Dill, 31°4.
Miners' Trains, 2276.
Moe to \Valhalla Rail\vay, 4034.
Port Campbell Railway, 225 8 .
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 2044.
Railway Department-Administration, 40 96 .
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3548 .
Railway Loan Bill, 3553, 3558.
Railways Audit Bill, 1329.
Referendum Bill, 38" 1723.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street RailwayExtension Bill, 1541.
Unemployed, 722, 1121, IS0I.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3449, 3453,.
3868 .

Ol"rTRDf,

Overnewton Estate-Questions by ~Ir. Robertson,
r£ boring for water, 344, 444.
Panton, Mr., P.M.-Question by Mr. Beazley
re retirement of Mr. Panton', 3641.
Paper bag-makers.
(See Factort'es anti Shops:
Acts.)

LEGlSLA'l'lVE ASSEMBLY.

Parks and Gardens-Statement by Mr. Hannah
re throwing open public reserves in metropoli:;, 286; bv Mr. Prendergast, 288; statement by Mr.' Prendergast re gratuitous difitribution of plants and cuttings, 287; ~tnte
ment by Mr. Keogh re grants for country
recrea:lon grounds, 2266; by Mr. Livingston,
2270; vote for Parks and Gardens discussed
in Committee of Supply, 4017. (See also
Fawkner Park; Geelong Botanical Gardens;
and Kardinia Park.)
Parliament Bui,dings Committee - Appointed,

381 .

Parliament-Opening of the session, 10; pro,
rogation, 4233; statement by the Speaker
re accommodation for Assembly members in
the Council Chamber at the opening and
!)fo!'lJgation of Parliament, 49.,
.
Parliamentary Standing ('ommittee on Rulways
-Reference of Subjects to CommitteeProposed Railway to Port Campbell, 22.19;
proposed railway to Cressy and Pitfield
Plams, 3168, 3233; proposed electric railway tHrough Kew to Doncaster, 3718; proposed railway to Cohuna, 4082; proposed
railway to Lake Bobc, 4082.
Reports
brought up-Re additional water supply at
Ballarat, I I ; re proposed Alexandra railway, 207, 1'992; re proposed Neerim railway,
19<)2; re railway extension to Dartmoor,
Mumbannar, and towards Mount Gambier,
2763; re proposed railway to Flinders, .1641 ;
re proposed railway from Ultima towards
junction of Murray and Murrumbidgee
Rivers, 4180. (See also Railway Surveys.)
PEACOCK, Sir A. J. (ATlandale)
Boilers Inspection -Dill, 1874, 1883, 1999·
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 751.
Consolidated Re\'enue Applicatir)l) Dill, 3857.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3115, 3126, 3 130 , 3 138 , 3 279, 3 28 9, 3 297,
392 4.
Fires Caused by Sparks from Railway Engint!s, 4128.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1931, 1944, 2022,
2081, 2148, 2170, 2602, 2612, 2769, 3030.
Governor's Speech, 313, 322.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 551.
Hours of Meeting, 2253·
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3256.
Income Tax, 865.
Income Tax Bill, 1051.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 29 23.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 6~9, 667.
Licensing BilJ, 1433, 15 19, 155 8 , 1567, 1601,
16II, 1617, 1621, 1624, 33 22 , 35 6 9, 36 45,
3668, 36 71, 3735, 381 5, 3822 , 3 82 3, 3847,
41Qo, 4196, 4 212 .
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
3444·
Municipal Endowment Bill, 910.
Old-age Pensions, 4003.
l)rison Labour, 4121.
Privilege-Mr. Solly and the Government,
190; Rev. H. Worrall, 559, 581; the Age
Newspaper, 2045.
Railways Audit Bill, 13 24, 13 29, 1551.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 465.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 395, 528 .
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Ra:ilway Extension Bill, J 542, 159'5, 16.50, 16:;1,
1657, 1660, 2051, 20 53.

PEACOCK, Sir A. J. (continued)Surplus Revenue Rill, 1I47·
Unchimed Funds Bdl, 3318.
Unemployed, 730.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3450.
\Vages Boards-Milliners, 735.
Penal Establishments-Question by Mr. Anstey
re case of Edward Johnston, 1646; by Mr.
\Vatt re Sunday lahour, 3991.
(See also
Melbourne Gaol; Printing at Pen/ridge; and
Prison Labour. \
Pensions Payment' Biil-Brought in by Mr.
\Vatt, and read first time, 386.
Personal Explanations-By Mr. Graham, 86,
2559; by Mr. Prendergast, 187, 1745; by
Mr. Solly, 343; by Mr. Colechin, 1632,
30 52 ; by Mr. Lemmon, 1685; bv Mr. Bent,
1686; bv Mr. Gaunson, 2108; 'bv Mr. N.
Bayles, '3107; by Mr. Robertson,' 3765; by
~h. Hannah, 4079.
Petitions-From Thomas Randall, 87; against
re-enactment of Income Tax Act, 861, 101 I ;
re Factories (Empioymcnt of Chinese) Bill
898; re Licensing Bill, II82, 1226, 1503:
1746 ; from locomotive engme-drivers and
firemen, 1226, 1995; re Companies Act 1896
Further Amendment Bill, 1417; re limited
Sunday tradiag by licensed victuallers, 1688,
36 43; re duties of cemetery trustees, 2524;
from the Corporation of Accountants of Austndia (Sydney), 2q38; re abolition of barmaids, 3043, 3718; re Gaming SuppresslOn
Bill, 3848; re Wages Board for wholesale
.softgoods trade, 3898.
Phcenix Foundry, Ballarat-Question by Mr.
McGregor re closing down of foundry, 344;
by M1'. H. S. Bennett, 800.
Phylloxera-Statement by Mr. Bowser re app.ointment of expert with regard to resistent
Ylne stocks, 2278.
Pianos for St,lte Schools-Statement bv Mr. A.
S. Bailes re arrangement made bv' the Min.
ister of Public Instruction with -Mr. Hugo
\Yertheim for the slIpply of 200 Perzina
pianos for use in State schools, 2530; by
Mr. Bent, 2536; by Mr. Keogh, 2S38; by
Mr. Stanley, 2539; by Mr. Colechin, 2541';
by Mr. Solly, 2545; by Mr. Gaunson, 2574;
by Mr. J. W. Billson, 2585; further statement by Mr. Bent, 2590; motion by Mr.
A. S. Bailes for appointment of Select Committee, 2712; debated, 2713; amendment hy
Mr. Graham, that all papers in connexicn
with the purchase of pianos be laid on the
table, 2736; amendment agreed to, 27 62 :
papers presented, 28qr.
Pitfield to Beeac Railway-Question by Mt.
McGrath, 633.
Police-Statement by Mr. Livingston re accommodation provided for police in Gippsland,
290 ; return re number of cases against
drivers of vehicles credited to each point
duty constable ordered, on motion of Mr.
Prendergast, 387; presented, 526; question
by Mr. Lemmon re police quarters at Williamstowll, 1816; statement by Mr. Gaunson
re case of Detective Fryer, 2568; 1'e case of
Constable Liz1l"s, 2::72: statement by Mr,
J. Cameron re promotions in police force,
298 5; que!"ition by Mr. N. Bayles (for Mr.
Mc.Cutcheon) re C,lse of Constable Cobbledick, 3642. (See also Crime, Undetected;
and Workmen's Kits.)

INDEX.

Police Commission-Report of Commission presented, 654; motion by Sir Samuel Gillott
authorizing payment to Commission of further sum of 1,25 16s., 2259; debated, 2259;
agreed to, 2266.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill-Received
from Legislative Council, and read first
time, 2439; rlischarged from paper, 3860.
Port ACC('1I11modation-Statements bv Mr. Lemmon in Committee of Supply, 97, 4020.
Port Campbell Railway-Motion by Mr. Bent
that question of constructing a railway to
Port Campbell be referred to Railways
Standing Committee, 2254; debated, 2254;
agreed to, 2251).
Ports ;lllO IIarbors-Vote discussed in Committee
of SlIpply, 4020.

PRE~m:IH;\ST,

\1r. G. M. (North Melbourne)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 12 93,
In 2, 1422, 1425.
Adult Suffrage (Legislative Assembly) Bill,
JX;;, 17 2 3,
Auditor-General's Report, 3241.
Australian Producers and Traders Company
Limited, 2784.
Boilers Insped:on Rill, 1870, 1879, 1883, 188 7,
1888, 1889, 1890, 1997, 2004, 2006, 386 3,
386;;, 3866, 4209, 4 22 4.
Boolarra to Toorn RO.ld, 4023.
Borhonevrrhurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, '752.
Brick ('omb;nt', 2()5J·
Bwhq't, 1 ~ lol, 18o~. 186C), Jl)2C).
Building Trades Dispute, 25 23, 3 299, 3399,
4081, 418~.
Children's Courts Dill, 3201, 3 212 , 3851.
Close of the Session, 4228.
Closer Settlement Act H)04 Amendment Bill,
337S, .U8 i, 331)0, 339 2 , 4 202 .
Cohuna Railway, 4082.
Committee of 'Public Accounts, 299·
Companies Act d;:<)6 Further Amendment Bill,
1441, 1448, 2IJSS, 2C)6" 2966, 2Q6Q, 4 2°7 . .
Companit's Law Further Amendment Bdl,
3 2 3;', 3 2 38 , r~442.
.
Compulsory vottn~ Bill, 3542.
Con~t:lbles on Pomt Duty, 387.
t 'rl'~sy and
Pitfield Plains Railway, 3 168 ,
32 H·
Cro\~n Grants BiD, .1.23Q, 3 241.
DaYS and Hours of Meeting, 1118, 2895;
Fnpullctuality of Meeting, 2974·
Drainage Areas Act 1905 Amendment Bill,
.
14 18 , 1546 .
Drainage Law Amenument BIll, 1916, 19 17.
Dreuge 10hll. Nimmo, 228.
Dredging Plant y~lfchases, 1453·
Educational Statlstlcs, 1533·
Factories and Shops Act Amendment Bill,
310;', 3125, 3 12 7, 3 12 9, 3132, 3 133, 3 19 2 ,
.
.
3273, 3299, 30 25, 31) 29.
Factories (Employment of Chmese) BIll, 3 21 1).
Fellmongers' \Vages Board, 18 59, 1994.
Fireworks at State Schools Exhibition, 1438.
F~otscray Magistrates, 1858.
Forest Thinning, 403Q·
.
Friendlv Societies Acts Amendment Bill, 4203.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3038, 3049, 30 5 1,

30 52 •

Mr. G. M. (continued)Gaming Suppression Bill, 1478, 1665, 1745.
1753, 1794, 1821, 1828, 1846, 1852, 1855,
1920 , 1933, 1937, 1939, 1948 , 2012, 201 4,
2018, 2025, 2055, 2057, 2058, 2059, 2063,
206 7, 2068, 2072, 2089, 2113, 2133, 2130,
21 46 , 21 47, 21 48 , 21 49, 21 50 , 21 5 1, 21 57,
21 70, 2182, 2186, 2187, 2194, 2196, 219~,
2199, 2205, 2211, 2212, 2213, 2216, 221;',
2221, 2291, 2316, 2322, 2325, 2326, 2354,
237 6 , 2396 , 2397, 2447, 245 8 , 246 3, 246 5,
249 1, 25 14, 25 15, 25 16, 25 19, 2592 , 2596 ,
259 8 , 25<)9, 2600, 2602, 2609, 2646, 2651,
26 57, 2662, 2804, 2828, 299 2 , 2996, 3009,
301 3, 30J6 , 3017, 3018, 3019, 3021, 3024,
3026 , 3°3 1, 30 34, 3901 , 39°4, 3906 , 39°"
39 22 .
Geelong Harbor Trust, 227, 298, 444.
Government and Private Members' Business,
14S o , 2°7 1, 2505, 2622, 2801.
Governor's Speech, 17, 50, 3 12 , 342, 343.
Hamiltoll Land Resumption Bill, 550.
llansard, 2221, 2976.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 679, 837, 87S,
8iC), 880, 884, 1336 , 3265, 3267, 3268, 3273,
33 02 , 31 0 3, 33 04, 3309, 33 11 .
Income Tax, 862.
Income Tax Bill, 1046, 10SI, 1052.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 291i.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 669, 671,
67 2 .
Lake Bolac Railway, 4082.
Licensing Bill, 5°3, 6i9, 838, '967, 1153, 1182,
1504, 15 0 7, 15 1I , 15 26 , IS3 I , 1559, 1563,
IS64, 1579, 15 84, 1600, 1605, 1609, 1618,
162 3, 162 7, J628, 1631, 3200, 3482, 3500,
35 60 , 35 6 5, 35 66 , 3574, 3644, 36 53, 36 56 ,
36 59, 3661 , 366 3, 366 5, 3668 , 36 71, 36 72 ,
36 75, 36 78 , 3680 , 37 24, 37 26 , 3i.17, 3731'1,
374 8 , 3;'5 2 , 3759, 3i 61 , 37 62 , 37 63, 37 64,
38°4, J806, 3807, 3811, 3812, 3813, 3816,
3828 , 38 3 1, 383:~, 38 43, 38 44, 3846, 4185,
4190, 4 19 1, 4 196 , 4 197, 4198, 4199, 4200,
4212, 421C).
Lifts Regulation Bill, 1893, 1896, 18q8, 30jb,
30 .3 8 .
Limitation of Actiens Bill, 422.1, 4227, 4231.
Loan Acts .Amenclment Bill, 3543, 3546.
Maldon Rates Bill, 3101, 3105, 3174, 31;'(),
3 1 78.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3099,
343 6 , 4 1 33
Medical Examinations for Government Sen-ire
-Fees, 2S80.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
SSS, 3220, 3443,1446, 7,14"', <1.221.
Mining Leases and Miners' Wages, 1592.
Mr. Lemmon and the Age Newspaper, 1686.
Money Lenders Bill, 3055, 30 59, 3060, 384Q.
Municipal Association Incorporation Bill, 147C).
Municipal Elections, 984.
Municipal Endowment Rill, 884.
Newspaper Attacks on Members, 2975.
Old-age Pensions, 4014.
Personal Explanation-Land Taxation, 18i;
Club Membership, 1745, 1746, 2303.
Pianos for State Schools, 2714, 2717.
Port Campbell Railway, 2254.
Prosecutions of Employes Paid Sweating
\Vages, 4002.
Prison Labour, 4118.
Privilege-Mr. Solly and the Government,
189, 190 ; Rev. H. Worrall, 560, 565, 577;
the Age Newspaper, 2037.
Public Meetings Regulating Bill, 3394, 3399.
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Printers and Newspapers Act 1895 Amendment
Mr. G. M. (continued)Bill-Brought in by Mr. Mackey, and read
Railway Carriage of Coal, 153 2, 1816, 23 01 ;
first time, 4°79; second reading moved by
of Agricultural Produce, 23°2.
Mr. Bent, 4136; Bill read second ti~e,
Railway Department-Coal Contracts, 3 169;
4136; considered in Committee, 413b.; th.lfd
2
Sunday Labour and O~ertime, 24,2g, 4°.9 ,
reading, 4136; amendments of LegIslatIve
40q~, 4097 ; Sleeper Hewmg, 4114; Gratuities,
Council dealt with, 4222, 422 5.
4 20 1.
.
Printing at Pentridge-Question by Mr. Watt re
Railway Loan Bill, 3555, 355 6 .
statement that a candidate for the State
Railway Material Imported, 145 8 , 15?3·.
Parliament had his election printing done at
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Pentridge, 193; question by Mr. Lemmon
Employes, 40g8.
re appointment of printing ovt!rseer, 297·
Railways Audit Bill, 1287, 1290, 13 23, 13 26 , Printing Committee-Appointed, 38I.
Prison Labour-Statement by Mr. Bent re em155°·
.
Railways Service-RepresentatIOn, 26 43, 33 6o ;
ployment of prison labour, 90; by Mr.
Electoral Rolls, 27 62 .
.
Prendergast, 91; by Mr. Cullep re manuRedbank Recreation Reserve Sale Btll, 54 8 .
facture of wire netting by prison labour,
Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marnages ,
2299; by Mr. J. Cameron, 2299; by Mr.
Act Further Amendment ill , 297 0 , 2971.
Gray, 23°1; by Mr. Gaullson, 23°2; amendResignation of Mr. Irvine, 449·
ment by Mr. Prendergast, in Committee of
Resignation of Mr. Solly, 25 87.
Supply, that vote for Public Works be reRoad Construction and Improvement of Crown
duced by I.), as an indication that prison
Lands, <)0.
.
labour should not be employed either in
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 399, 409,
road-making or in the wire-netting industry J
411, 530 , 53 8 .
4 I I 9; debated, 4119; negatived, 4127.
Scaffolding Inspection Bill, 121~.
Prisoners, Interviewing of. (See Justice, AdSouth, Africa Contingents PenslOns Act 1905
m£nistration of.)
Amendment Bill, 2303, 2306.
Private Bills treated as Public Bills, 418, 8ii,
82
South and East Melbourne Lands Bill, 27 ,
15°4, 27 82 , 310 5.
2803, 3848 .
Privilege-Statement by Mr. Bent re alleged
State School Exhibitions-Fee for Examinabreach of privilege by Mr. Solly in statetion, 2579·
ments made by him at a meeting at 'Vood0
St. Jame~' Church .Lands Bill, 1504, 397 .
.
end, as reported in the Argus, 187; stateSt. Kilda and Bnghton Electnc Street Rallment by Mr. Solly, 188; motion by Mr.
wav Extension Bill, 1534, 1546 , 1594, 1596 ,
Bent that the honorable member be arrested
166
3,
16 0 , 16 56 , 1658, 1660, 1661, 1662,
by the serjeant-at-arms, 189; debated, 189;
2
20
1664, 1665, 2048,
5 , 2°54·
.
motion withdrawn, 193; sta.tement by Mr.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Rill, 18<)1,
Anstey re reflections on members, 229; state1892 .
ment by Mr. Bent re remarks of Rev. H.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2096, 20 98 ,
Worrall, Bendigo, respectlllg the .death of
268
9.
21°7, 2466, 2580,
Donald McLeod, bookmaker, at Flemington
Supplementary Est.imates, 26~, 286.
race-course, 487; motion by Mr. Bent that
Supply-ConsideratIOn of Estimates, 25 8 9.
the Rev. H. Worrall do attend this House
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1055, II39, I142, 1143,
on Tuesday next, 488; agreed to, 489; ap·
pearance of Mr. Worrall at the bar, 558;
1145, 1148.
Suspension of Standing Or~e~s? 88.
motion by Mr. Eent declaring that Mr.
State School Children's ExhIbitIOn, 14 17.
\Vorrall "is guiltv of a breach of the
Talbot Colony for Epileptics Act 1905 Amendprivilege of this House, and of uttering a
false, unchristia.n, and malicious libel upon
ment Bill, 4 19, 420.
The Clerk (Mr. T. G. Watson), 293 6 .
members thereof, and that he be severely
The Late Mr. Seddon, 17·
censured therefor by Mr. Speaker," 564; deTramway Traffic, 14 12 .
bated, .)65; amendment by Mr. Mackinnon to
Trustees Law Amendment Bill, 4 16 .
substitute the words, "that the Rev. Mr.
orrall be excused from further attendance,"
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2797, 3320.
02
Unemployed, 720, 1052, I126, 13 22 , 1500, 4 I.
581
amendment negatived, 596; motion
agree to, 602; Mr. Worrall censured by
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Further Amendthe Spe er, 603; statement by Mr. Boyd
ment Bill, 337 1, 3373· .
.
re allegeCl',!llisstatements in report in Age
Victorian Loans RedemptIOn and ConversIOn
newspaper df proceedings of the House,
Bill, q80, 983.
2035; by Mr. 'Gaunson re statement in Age
Votes on Account, go, II8, 1408; item "Misnewspaper that time was "wasted by the
cellaneous," 2103·
obstructives in a purely useless discussion.
Wages Boards (New), 735, 788 , 789, 1137·
on a formal stage of the Boilers Inspection
Wages of Railway Employes, 1350.
Bill," 2036; motion by Mr. Gaunson deWater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3455,
claring the article complained of to be
3468, 37 20 , 37 23.
"a scandalous breach of the privileges of
Waterworks Land Sale Bill, 336 3, 33 64,
the House," 2037; debated, 2037; negatived,
336 9.
2047.
(See also "Age" Newspaper.)
Widows and Young Children Maintenance Bill,
Prize Fighting Suppression Bill-Brought in
1079, 1081, 2789, 4 2 °5.
by Sir Samuel Gillott (for Mr. Mackey),
William Burston Bill, 4 135.
and read first time, 1688; discharged from
Yarra Bend Asylum, 1533·
paper, 3860
.
Prize Fights-Question by Mr. Graham re prohibiting public exhibitions of prize fighting,
Fresident's Dinner-Discussion re adjournment
71 7.
of House, 689.
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Produce, Export of-Statement by Mr. J. \Y.
Billson re vote for development of export
trade, 108; by Mr. Bent, 112; by !\lr.
l~aunson, 2.28j.
(See also Agriculture, Department (if; Commercial Agents, G(lvernment; and Superintendent oj Expc 1rts.
Plovisions 011 Ship:;. (See Seamen.)
Public Accounts, l'ommittee of-Appointed, 299;
statement uv Mr. Bent re remuneration of
Members o( Committee, 299.
Public Instructiun-Return re State School playgrounds ordered on motion of Mr. Toutcher,
presented, 1 I; statement by Mr. Mackinnon
re payment of teacher~ fortnightly, 95; by
M1'. J. W. Billson, 2284; statement by Mr.
McGregor re establishment of Continuation
Schools in country centres, 106; questions
by Mr. Mcl;regor, 446, 2643; ~tatement by
Mr. Livingston re erection and maintenance
of State schools in country districts, 1 IO; by
Mr. Bent re providing meals for State
school children, 112; stakment bv l\h.
Prendergast re instruction concernin'g Victorian trees and timber, 28q; by Mr. Livingston rl' inspection of schools, .28q; bv Mr.
Livingston re collecting rent frompareilts of
children at country school>=, 860; re supply
of water filters at State schools, 860; bv Mr.
A. S. Bailes, 253.2; by Mr. Bent, 2538; by
Mr. Colechin, 2539; further statement by
Mr. Livingston, 2's6r; statement by Mr.
Bow!',er re e\·idence in truancy cases, ror i ;
by Mr. Colechin re alleged u~e of (;ermal1made sewing machines in State schools, 153.2,
2ql; statement by Mr. Colechin, 2990; return re educational statistics ordered, on
motion of Mr. Prendergast, IS33; presented,
1995; statement bv Mr. Solly re physic:d
examination of State school children, ISS!);
by Mr. Livingston rf' need of better arrangements between the Education Department and
the Public \Vorks Department, 2270, 2562; by
~[r. Colechin re need of better accommodation for technical schools, 2278, :~Ii3; by Mr.
Solly rf' inadequate accommodation for caretakers at State schools, 2.283; rf' inadequate
accommodation at Centra! State school, Richmond, 2.283: by Mr. J. '\tV. Billson re allowances to trainees in the Training College,
2284, 4128; by Mr. Solly re condition of
playground at Yarra Park school, 2544; bv
Mr. Stanley re facilities for t"ducation in hack
countT\', 253C); by Mr. Toutcher, 2S48: by Mr.
Livingston, 2561'; statement by Mr. Ga{mson
re case of Inspector Fussell, 2$70; question
hv Mr. Keogh (for Mr. Gaunson), 28C)r:
st,ltement by Mr. Prender~ast re charging
fees for examinations for State school exhiuitions, 2579'; question by Mr. Beard rf' payment of teachers' salaries during holidays,
.1166; statement by Mr. Livingston re school
;t('commodat;on in South Ginpsland, 3172: by
"II'. nent, 3172; by Mr. EImslie re accommodation at Middle Park State school, .1172 :
hv Mr. A. S. Bailes re school accommodaI;on at Grassy Flat, .1997; question bv Mr.
Colechin re grant to Gordon Technical
School, Geelong, 3998.
(See also Pianos
1(11' State Schools; School of Domestic
f:con(lmy; and School Papers.)
Public Library, Museums, and National Gallen'
--Statement by Mr. Beazley re external
I ighting of Public Library, 2988; bv Mr.
n rom ley , 2988; vote for Public Library,

Public Library, Museums, and National Gallery
(colltiJlucd)Museums, and National Gallery d:scussed in
Committee of Supp:y, 3995.
Public Meetings Regulating Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Bent and read first time, 384; second
readillg moved by Mr Bent, 3394; debated,
3394; Bill read second time, 3399; considered in .Committee, 3399; third reading,
3399·
Public Service-Question by Mr. Sangster re
caretaker of Titles Office, r 533: <,tatement
by :Mr. Gaunson re promotion; 2'266; by Mr.
Bent, 22jI; further statement by Mr.
Gaunson, 2565; by Mr. Bent 2588; statement b,· Mr. (~aunson rf> transfers from Railway .1 )epartment to Income Tax Office, 4003
Public ',"or!;:s Department - Question by Mr.
Hannah re plans for public buildings, 2590;
vote for Department d:scllssed in Committee
of Supply, 4017. (See also Minimum Wage
and Sclzool of Domestic Economy.)
Habbits-Qu('stion bv :Mr. A. A. Billson re use
of improperly m'ixed phosphorus bait, 3807.
HaiJ\\'av ('onstruction Statement bY' Mr.
Morrissey re construction of new lines, 4II4.
(See also Parliampntary Statlding C(lmmittee
(In Rai/wavs.)
Hailway Depal:tment-Questions by Mr. Solly re
construction of new station at Spencer-street,
194, 297; statement bv Mr. \Vatt re vote for
extra working exnenses, 271; by Mr.
Pr-.:ndergast, 286; bv Mr. ·Watt re administration of Railway Department, 272; by Mr.
J. W. Billson re contracts for glassware ancl
earthenware, 859; by Mr. Keogh re overcrowding of railway carriages, 1414; by Mr.
Prendergast ,re imported railway material,
14~8; return re imported railway material
ordered, on motion of Mr. Prendergast, 1503:
presented, 1995; question by Mr. Solly re
minutes of Commissioners' Inter-State Conferences, 1645-j by Mr. A. A. Billson re distribution of passengers' luggage, 2249; statement bv Mr. Gaunson re allowance to derJartment for free passes, 2286; by Mr.
Prenclergast re allowance to Department for
carriage of agricultural produce and Victorian coal, 23or; bv Mr. Bent, 2303; subject discussed in Committee of Supply, 4009;
question bv Mr. \Valt re appointment of
Railways Commissioners, 3362; question by
Mr. Beazley re tender for cabs at Spencerstreet station, 3433; vote for Victorian Railways discussed in Committee of Supply,
4085-41 IX; statement by Sir Alexander
Peacock re claims for damage by fires caused
by sparks from locomotives, 4128; question
by Mr. Lemmon re expenses and leave 0 f
absence of Chairman of Railways Commis·
sioners, 4181. (See also Gembrook Railwav
Accid,'l1t; Gleeson v. Vict(lria1Z A'0I77Vavs
Commissioners;
Surplus
Revenue
Biil;
Wheat Bags; and Victoria Racing Club.)
Coal, Carriage of-Statement by Mr. Boyd re
allowance to Department for carriage of
Victorian coal, lI8; by Mr. Prendergast,
2301; subject discussed in Committee of
Supply, 4009; question by Mr. Prendergast
re freight on coal, I q.2, 18r6.
Coal Contracts-Question by Mr. Lemmon re
eight hours
condrtion, 2764;
by Mr.
Downward re tenders for Victorian coal,
2937; statement by Mr. Downward, 3 [69;
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Railway Department (contitJued)Railway Department (continued)Newport W orkshops.-Question by Mr. Solly
subject uiscussed, 3169; further question by
re sawmill equipment, 1646; statement by
Mr. Downward, 3~97'
Mr. Lemmon (on motion for adjournment of
Com pensation and Pension Rig his-Statement
the House) re Sunday labour and overtime,
by Mr. Hannah re payment of gratuities. to
2426; subject discussed, 2428, 2439; further
families of deceased employes, ll5; questIOn
statement by Mr. Lemmon, 2564; statement
by Mr. Hannah, 268; statement by Mr.
by Mr. Bent, 25&9 i bv Mr. Smith re rolling
Colechin, 281; by Mr. Gaunson, 265; quesmill, 4II7; re work done outside workshops,
tion by Mr. Hannah, 2267; statement by Mr.
41I7; by Mr. Bent, 4II8.
Bent, 4201.
Passenger Traffic.-Statement by Mr. Keogh
Employes-Statement by Mr. Hannah re inre overcrowding of passenger carriages, 14 1 4;
crease of 6d. a day in wages of labourers,
by Mr. Outtrim re miners' train between
286; re employment of casual hands, 29 2 ;
Maryborough and .Charlotte Plains, 2276 i
question by Mr. Beard re prohibition of. emquestion by Mr. Colechin re special excursion
ployes from taking an active part in munitrains, 3642.
cipal elections, 489; statement by Mr.
Rolling Stock-Statement by Mr. Bent re new
Hannah re task work at railway goods sheds,
carriages for Sydnev express train, 1223.
898; by Mr. Bent, 898; further statement by
Stution Accommodation-Question by Mr. J.
Mr. Hannah, 1232; by Mr. Solly, 1233; by
"V. Billson re erection of passenger platform
Mr. Beard, 1235; by 1fr. Keast, 1238; by
at North Fitzroy, 228; by Mr. Beard re im.
Mr. Prendergast, 1238; by Mr. J. W.
provement of Ivanhoe station, 2763.
Hillson, 1240; by Mr. Bent, 1240; statement
by Mr. Solly re staff at Bairnsdale station, Railway Lands Acquisition Act~QlIestion by Mr.
Harris re amendment of Act, 633.
1153; re guards' long hours, 1153; motion by
Mr. Hannah that 7s. per day should be paid Railway Loan Application Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Bent and road first time, 3434 i second
to all railway employes over the age of 21,
reading moved by Mr. Bent, 3547; debated,
]345; debated, 1348; de.bate adjourned, 1350 ;
3549; Bill read second time, 3552; constatement by Mr. Hannah, 4025; by Ml'.
sidered in Committee, 3558; third' reading,
Solly re his action in connexion with the
employes in the goocls sheds, 1414; by Ml'.
3560.
Bent, 1416; by Mr. Gallnson, 1416; question Railway Loan Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent and
by Mr. Solly re conferences between comread first time, 3434 i Governor's message
brought down and resolution for an appromissioners and officers with respect to indu ,priation adopted, 3448; second reacling of
trial conditions of employes, 1492; by Mr.
Hannah re alleged favouritism on religious
Bill moved by Mr. Bent, 3552; debated,
grounds, 2034, 2248; by Mr. Colecfiin re
3553; Bill read second time, 3S5.~; considered in 'Committee, 3555; third reading,
cases of suicid.e among emp!oyes, 2467 i by
Mr. Stanley re appointment of junior clerks,
3558 .
2467; statement by Mr. Mackinnon re alleged Railway Surveys-Motion by Mr. Murray
undermanning of staffs at suburban stations,
affirming that no railway survey should be
'made ti II the question of constructing the
2548; by Ml'. Hannah, 2585; by Mr. Bent,
2lj88; by Mr. Smith re pay of casual hanns
lines had been reported upon by Railways
and shunters, 2q8q; bv Mr. Colechin re case
Standing Committee, 3224 i debated, 3228;
of an engine-driver, 2990; by Mr. Hunt re
negatived, 3233.
reinstatement of dismissed strikers, 4086 i Railways Audit Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent,
and read first time, 1286 i second reading
subject discussed, 40q7; motion by Mr.
moved by Mr. Bent, 1287; debated, 1287 i
Hannah that vote for Victorian Railways be
Bill read second time, 12C)0 i considered in
reouced bv £1 as an indication that full
Committee, 1290, 1323; thi"rd reading moved
ra~es should be paid for all overtime and
Stinday labour, 408'7; debatecl, 408q; withby Mr. Bent, 1547; debated, 1547; Bill read
drawn, 4097; statement bv Mr. Hannah re
third time, 1.555 i amendments after thid
boy labour. 4III ; bv MT. Keast re hours of
reading, 1555-6; :.tmendment of Legisfative
stationmasters :mcl guards, 4114. (See also
Council dealt .with, 1995.
Railway Dl'partment-N ewport Workshops; Hailways Service,' Representation of-Statement
and St. Kilda alld Blighton Electric Strret
by MT. Solly re his retirement, 2586; by Mr.
Railway.)
Bent, 2587 i by Mr. Prendergast, 2587; by
Freights and Farl's.-Statement by Mr. 'iVaroe
Mr. Gaunson, 2587'; by Mr. Mackinnon,
rl' allowing holders of periodical tickets on
2.187; by the Speaker, 2587; resignation of
Brighton line to travel free on St. Kilda
Mr. Solly announced, 2589; certificate by
line, 101; statement bv Mr. Keogh re freight
Under-Secretarv that" the number of officers
on cream, l.Z24; by MT. Gray, 1224 i queson the roll of 'Railways officers does not extion bv Mr. Livingston re reduced railway
ceed the quota by one-half," 2643; question
fares for children attencling the State schools
by Mr. Prendergast re Railways officers)
exhibition, 14)0 i bv Mr. Prendergast ri>
roll, 2690; re effect of Under-Secretary's
freight on coal, 1532, 1816; bv Mr. Campbell
certificate, 2762; ~tatement by M1'. Prenderrl' rehates on carriage of wool, 2761; by Mr.
gast, 336o; by Mr. Bent, 3361; by the
Beard 1'1' fares on Heidelberg line, 2764;
Deputy Speaker, 3361.
statement by Mr. Campbell re preferential Rt·ad. l\h. Charles, ex-M.L.A.-Statement by
rates, 410<); by Mr. McKenzie, 4I12.
M r. Colechin re granting a pension to Mr.
Goods Traffic. - Return re produce traffic
Read, 2989, 3°52.
ordered, on motion of Mr. Holden, 3802. Rtt!bank Recreatiol' Reserve Bill-Brought in bv
(See also Wheat Ba,(!s.)
Mr. Murray and read first time, 382; secon;l
reading moved by Mr. Murray, ::47; debated,
Jrfinimll1n Wage.-Statement by Mr. Lemmon
re enforcement of minimum rate of wages in
S4 8 ; Bill read second time, 549; considered
railway contracts, 4113.
in Committee, 549; third reading, 549.
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Rderenuum Bill-Brought in by Mr. Outtrim
and read first time, 3 gi; statement by Mr.
Outtriru, 1723,
Rdreshment Rooms Committee-Appointed, 381.
Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill-Brought in by
Mr. A. S. Bailes (for Mr. Toutcher), and
read first time, 386; statement by Mr.
Toutcher, 1723; second reading moved by
Mr. Toutcher, 296q; Bill read second time,
2Q70; considered in Committee, 2970; third
reading, 2972.
Rente,ul, The Rev. Dr.-Question by Mr. Boyd
re Dr. Rentoul's statements in London concerning Australia, 87; statement by Mr.
\Vatt, II]; by Mr. Gaunson, 98; further
statement cy Mr. 'Vatt, 108; statement by
Mr. Livingston, III.
Responsibie Government, Jubilee of.
(See
JubiLee of Responsible Government.)
Hiflc Range Reserves. (See Mines Department.)
H()ads and Bridges-Vote for construction of new
roarls and for the improvement of Crown
Lands discussed in ,Committee of Supply, 8q1.21; motion .by Mr. A. A. Billson that
action should be taken to improve roads lead·
ing to mountain resorts, SI.2; debated, 516;
:t!!reed to, 518; question by Mr. Lawson re
maintenance of main roads, 1322; vote for
roads and bridges discussed in Committee of
Supplv, 4021, 4021, 4027. (See also Crown
l.and.) Minimum U'age, and Prison Labour.)
Mr. A. R. (Bulla)
Boring for 'Vater, 344, 444.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment
3377, 33 80 , 339 2.
Divisions, 943.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2860.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 770.
Licensing Bill, 357 2 , 3579, 35 8 S, 35Q5,
3737, 3740, 3745, 3746 , 3749, 375 2,
375 8 , 3810, 3841.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill,
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment
3443, 3445·
Municipal Sheep Dips, 18<)<).
Water Supply Loans Application Bill,
34 6 3. ,H 64, 3468 , 37 6 5.
'Vomen's Suffrage Bill, 934.

ROBERTS!):':,

Bill,

3735,

3753,
3436.
Bill,
3460,

Rokewood C'ommon-Statement by l\·fr. McGrath
re garden licence granted to Mr. Hughes,
797; by Mr. Murray, 801.
Mr. GEORGE. (Port Melbourne)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1872, 1881, 1882,
1887, 1888, 1891, 1998, 2001, 2005,
3862, 386 5, 4208, 4 20 9.
Brick Combine, 2956.
Companies Act 1896 Further-.Amendment
296 1.
Dredging Plant Purchases, 145 2, 2274.
Engine-drivers' E'xaminations, 4042.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment
3 12 4, 3 179, 3 295, 39 28 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1831, 1933,
21 34, 21 75, 221 7, 221 9, 229 1, 2339,
2382, 2396 , 25 00 , 25 22 , 26 55, 26 74.
Governor's Speech, 1<)4, 33Q.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3272.

SANGSTER,

1883,
2006,
Bill,

Bill,
2129,
237 0 ,

Mr. GEORGE (continued)Insufficient Provisions 011 Vessels, 801.
Lady Loch, s.s.-Second Officer, 3641.
Licensing Bill, 1598, 1603, 1608, 3586, 3665~
3734, 375 2, 37 62 , 37 63, 3846 , 4 19.2.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 1897, 3036.
Marriage .Act Further Amendment Bill, 3040.
MissiOl~s to Seamen, 3997.
Old-age Pensions, 4003.
Pianos for State Schools, 2736, 2743, 2744.
Prison Labour, 4125.
Railway Department-Sunday Labour and
Overtime, 4oQ6.
South Africa Contingents Pensions Act 1905
Amendment Bill, 2305.
Titles Office-Caretaker, 1533.
Unemployed, II3I.
Votes on Account, 114.

SANGSTER,

Savings Bank Deposits-Question by Mr. Colechin re allowing interest to be paid on
larger sums, 2938.
Scaffolding Inspection Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Hannah, and read a first time, 386; question by Mr. Prendergast, 1213; statement by
Mr. Hannah, 1913; by Mr. S.winburne, 1913.
School of Domestic Economy-Question by Mr.
Lemmon, 291; by Mr. Lemmon (for Mr.
Hannah) re preparation of plans and contract for furnishings, 3°97.
School Papers-Statement by Mr. A. S. Bailes
re commission on sale of School Papers,
3998 .
Schools of Mines. (See Bendigo School of
Mines. )
Seamen-Statement by Mr. Sangster re insuffi·
cient provisions on ships, 801.
Seamen's Mission-Statement by Mr. Sangster
re grant to Church of England Mission to
seamen, 3997.
Seddon, the late Right Honorable RichardMotion by Mr. Bent, expressing sorrow
and regret at death of the Right Honorable
Richard Seddon, Prime Minister of New
Zealand, 17; seconded by Mr. Prendergast,
17; supported by Mr. Mackinnon, 18; by
Mr. Bromley, 19; agreed to, 19; motion
bv Mr. Bent that it be recorded that the
f~regoing motion was passed unanimously,
agreed to, 19; acknowledgment from Mrs.
Seddon, 444.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Bent, and provisions explained, 382;
Bill read first time, 384; second reading
moved by Mr. Bent, 387; debated by Mr.
Solly, 387; Mr. Boyd, 387; Mr. Hannah,
38<); Mr. Watt, 3qo; Mr. Warde, 391;
Mr. Gaunson, 393; -Sir Alexander Peacock,
395; Mr. Downward, 396; Mr. Toutcher,
3Q8; Mr. Prendergast, 399; Mr. McCutcheon, 401; Mr. Mackinnon, 404; Mr. J.
,V. Billson, 405; Mr. Farrer, 407; Mr.
G. H. Bennett, 408; Bill read second time,
40q; considered in Committee, 409, 508,
526; third reading, 537; Bill reserved for
King's assent, 1011.
Session, Close of the-Statement by Mr. Bent,
4227; by Mr. Prendergast, 4228; by Mr.
Mackinnon, 4229; by Mr. Murray, 4229;
by Mr. McCutcheon, 4230; by Mr. J.
Cameron, 4230; by Mr. Colechin, 4230; by
the Speaker, 4232; by Mr. Craven, 4233.
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Sessional Arrangements-Motion by Mr. Bent
appointing days and hours of meeting,
agreed to-, 381; motions by Mr. Bent re
hours of meeting on Wednesday and Thursday, agreed to, lit6, 1501, 1562, 1648, 1818,
1995, 2250, 2439; motion by Mr. Bent that
sessional order limiting the time for calling on fresh business be suspended for remainder of session, 2801; debated, 2801;
agreed to, 2803; motion by Mr. Bent that
during remainder of session the House
should meet on Friday and Saturday, at
10.30 a.m., 2891; debated, 2891; amendment by Mr. Bowser that the words "and
Saturday" be omitted, agreed to, 2896;
motion, as amended, agreed to, 2896.
Sewing Machines in Sta_te Schools. (See Public
Instruction.)
.
Sheep Dips-Motion by Mr. Robertson affirming
that legislation should be introduced to provide for municipal sheep dips, 1899; debated, 1906; agreed to, 1913.
Sludge.
(See Dredging jar Gold.)
Sludge Abatement Board-Statement by Mr.
Cullen, 4038; by Mr. McLeod, 4041.
Mr. DAVID (Bendigo West)
Bendigo School of Mines, 2548.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1878, 1886.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 744.
Chief Inspector of Explosives-Report re
Blasting Gelatine, 448, 718.
Council of Agricultural Education, u8I.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3£28.
Federal Parliament Elections, 35g6.
Forests Bill, 4039.
•
Forests Department, 2272.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2777.
Governor's Speech, 233·
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 806, 3257.
Licensing Bill,· 1217.
Mines Department-Leases in Bendigo District, 446; Tributing, Il82, 4°39; Mines in
Deep-sinking Area, 2271; Powers of Mining Inspectors, 2272; Mining Accidents,
2988; Ventilation of Mines, 4039.
Moormbool Forest-Timber Rights, 1817.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 911.
Municipal Endowment-Dundas and Beechworth Shires, 1493.
Railway Department-Shunters, 41°7; Hours
• of Employes, 4107; Minimum Wage, 4II7.
Railway Frei~hts. 122Q.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4107.
State Forests, 4043.
Wages Boards (New}) 876.

SMITH,

Soapmakers. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Socialistic Legislation - Statement by Mr.
Elmslie, 4130; by Mr. Bowser, 4131; by
Mr. Carlisle, 41:32.
Softgoods Trade.
(See Petitions.)
Mr. R. H. (Railways Service)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1877.
Charitable Institutions, 2283.
Dredging Plant Purchases, 1456.
Eight Hours Legalization Bill, 387,1450,1913,

SOLLY,

SOLLY; Mr. R. H. (continued)Exhibition Grounds-Betting at Sports, 2$44·
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1750, 1822, 1823,
1836, 18 53, 19 19, 1928 , 1940, 1048 , 1964,
2065, 20 94, 2II8, 2142, 2153,.2156, ::n62,
2164, 2168, 2172, 2184, 2187, 2188, 2200,
2203.. 221 4, 221 5, 2222, 2289, 2290, 2.294,
23 1 7, 23 27, 2330 , 2333, 2337, 2355, 23 6 7,
2380 , 2447, .2462 , 2485, 25 10, 25 17, 25 20 .
Gembrook Railway Accident, 447.
Governor's Speech, 34 1 , 371.
Hours of Meeting, 2251.
Licensing Bill, 1599, 1602.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 1897.
Mining Industry, 343.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 9I1.
New Railway Station at Spencer-street, 194,
297·
Old.age Pensions, 633.
Pianos for State Schools, 2545.
Private Members' Business, 2505.
Privilege-Mr. Solly and the Government,
188.
Railway Department-Hours of Employes,
IIS3; Goods Sheds Employes, 1233, 1414;
Wages of Employes, 1148, 2333; Conferences between Commissioners and Officers,
149 2 , 1645; Saw·mill Department at Newport, 1646; Sunday Labour and Overtime,
2431.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 477.
Resignation of Seat, 2586.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 387, 5.28,
53 0 , 536 .
State Schools - Physical Examination of
Children, 1589; Condition of Schools, 2283,
2544·
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1651, 1654.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2104.
Unemployed, II19.
Wages Boards (New), 874.
Wheat Bags, 2544.
(Resignation announced, 2589).

South Africa Contingents Pensions Act 1905
Amendment Bill-Governor's message brought
down, and resolution for an appropriation
adopted, 22.~4; Bill brought in by Mr.
Bent, and read first time, 2254; second
reading moved by Mr. Bent, 2303; debated,
2303; Bill read second time, 2306; considered in Committee, 2306; third reading,
2306.
South and East Melbourne Lands Bill-Governor's message brought down, and resolution for an appropriation adopted, 24~5;
Bill brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first
time, 2426; motion by Mr. Bent that Bill
be treated as public Bill, agreed to, 2782;
second reading of Bill moved by Mr. Bent,
2782 ; Bill read second time, 2783; considered in Committee, 2783; third re~ding,
2803; amendments after third reading,
280:~-4; amendments of Legislative Council
dealt with, 3848.
South Australian Border-Question by Mr.
Stanley re disputed territory, 2801; statement by Mr. Mackev, 2863; bv Mr. Murray,
2864; by Mr. Thomson, 2865; by Mr.
Stanley, 2865.
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South Melbourne Land Ad 1905 Repeal BillBrought in by Mr. Bent, and read first time,
384; second reading moved by Mr. Bent,
4.l0; Bill read second time, and pa~sed
through remaining stages, 420.
South Melbourne Markets-Question by Mr.
Keast, ISI6.
South Melbourne ?llechanics' Institute BillBrought in by Mr. Mackey, and read first
time, 3434; discharged from paper, 3860.
Speaker, The-Illness of the Speaker announced,
and the Chair taken by the Chairman of
Committees as Deputy Speaker, 3360, 3433,
353;·
SPEAKER, The eMr. Frank ilIadden)-Rulings and
Statements ofAccommodation for Assembly :Members in
Council Chamber, 49.
Adult SufTrage Bill, 313.
.Adult Suffrage (Legislative Assembly) Bill,
17 2 3.
.
Amendments, 313, 316, 320, 3.l 1, 4H3, 1935,
1990, :.1001, 2737, 27 8 5, 3°5 2, 306 5, 309':),
3 28 7, 390 3, 39 23, 39.l4, 4 18 9.
Appropriation Bill-Royal Assent, 4202.
Auditor-General's Report, 3246.
Bills-Postponement 0 f consideration, 1450;
Bill Introduced bv a Member Since Resigned, 1723; Amei"ldments after thinl reading, .l7S5, 2788, 2790, 27<)1; Hybrid Bills,
2782: Private Bills, 3101, 3102; Amendment
of clauses struck out by Legislative Council, 4200; Amendments by Legislative Council ruled out of order in Assembly, 4205.
Close of the Session, ,1232.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 2893.
Debate-Use of the term ., low cad," 76;
reflecting on the Chair, 77; saying "that
the statement of an honorable member is
absolutely untrue," 150, 151; calling a member "an old rascal," 189; making speeches
in asking questions, I1)3, 344, 345, 1532;
reading from newspapers or books, 315;
speaking to amendment before the Chair,
3 18 , 2737, 2739, 2744; disorderly or offensive hnguage, :'200, 33t), 370, 93S, 2106;
irrele\·ant remarks, 462, 470; use of the term
"shuOling," SCJt); speaking a second time on
question of second reading of a Bill, 1723,
1790, 1~91; imputing improper motives,
1753, .lq:;7; digressing from subject-matter
of question under discussion, 1918; debating motions for imposition of taxation,
to be subsequently considered in Committee,
1<)20, H).lI: statement hv an honorable member that ., he does not believe the statement
of another lionor<1ble member," 2730; use of
the word "filth," 3723.
Deputations at Parliament House, 884.
Discussin~ Details of Bill on Second Reading, 688.
Discussing Question that Appears on Notice
Paper, 83S, 1747, 18<)S·
Divisions, 943.
Elections and Qualifications Committee, II.
Fireworks at State Schools Exhibition, 1438.
(;overnor's Speech-Adjournment of debate,
2<)6.
Tmposition of Fees on Stock from Other States,
38 S2 •
Tnformal Petitions, 861.
Tnsinuations again~t Members, 370, 47 2 , 477·
Interjections, 937.

SPEAKEH, The (continued)Interchanges among Members, 938.
Jubilee of H.e:;ponsible l~oyernment, 2909,
293 2 , 2935, 2937, :.1974, 3 100 •
Juvenile Smoking IJrevention Bill, 794.
Limitation of Actions Hill, 4232.
Money Lenders Hill, 3065.
Motions-For any Charge on the People,
1919; W-ithdrawal of Motion, 2047; For the
Adjournment of the House, 210" 2944,
2949, 295 0 , 295 1, 2953, 2954, 2955, 295 6 ;
For the Production of Papers, 273, ;
Seconding of Motions, 3908.
:Moving the Previous Question, 322, 326.
Mr. l~raham and !Ilr. G. H. Bennett, 2560.
Mr. "-att and Mr. (;aunson, 1733.
Occurrences in Committee, 949.
Personal Explanations, 4079, 4026, 4027.
Petitions, 1504, 3043, 38 qg.
Police
Force-H.oyal Commission's Report,
654·
Presentation of Address in Reply to the Governor, 557.
Privilege--Mr. Solly, 18S, H)O; Rev. H.
'Vorrall, 558, 55<), ;bo, :;6[, :;h6, 56 7, 50!),
586 , 59 0 , 59 1, 5y6, S()~, S!J~), 60 3; the Ag~
Newspaper, 2036, 2047.
Questions-Postponement, 1383.
Railways Audit Bill, ISS5.
Railways Service-H.epresentation, 2643; Electond Rolls, 2763.
Reference of a Bill to a Select Committee,
5°7·
Reference to Debate During Same Session,
473, 661, 82 3, 17 8 7, 2754·
Reflecting on Votes of Honse, 476.
Reflections o~ ~1embers of Parliament, 229,
1922 .
Resignation of :Mr. Fairbairn, 1492.
Resigllation of Mr. Irvine, 10, b73.
Resignation of Mr. Solly, .lSS;, 2S89.
Tempora·ry Chairmen of Committees, I r.
The Clerk (Mr. T. G. "\Vatson), 2935, 2937.
The late Mr. Seddon, 444.
Time Allowance for Speeches on Adjournment of House, Il2!).
Unpunctuality of Meeting, 2977, 2986, 2987.
"rages Boards-Mr. Lemmon·s Motion, 788,
789.
"\Vidows and Young Children Maintenance
Bill, 2784, 2785, 2786, 278;-, 2788, 27 89,
2700 , 279 1 , 4 2°5.
SPL\K~:R. D~:PUTY (~fr.

A.

w.

Craven)-Rulinhs

and Statements ofClau~es, 3440.
Representation of Railways Officers, 3360,
6
33 1.
Resignation of Sir Samuel Gillott, 3360.

N" ew

Speedwell Proprietary Company.
(See Mini'S
Department. )
Spencer-street Station.
(See Railway Department.)
Standing Orders Committee-Appointed, 38 1.
STA~LEY,

Mr. ROBERT (l.owall)-introduced and
sworn, 5Si.
Disputed Territory between South Australia
and Victoria, 2·801, 2865.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 18 1.
Pianus for State Schools, 2539.
Railway Department-Candidates for Employment as Junior Clerks, 246,.
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Starch Makers. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)
State Forests. (See Forests.)
State Rivers and Water Supply CommissionQuestion by Mr. Watt re fltling vacancy on
Commission, II81; by Mr. McKenzie re
appointment 0 f secretary, 3040.
State Schools Exhibition-Statement by Mr. Bent
rC visit of members, 1416; by Mr. Prendergast re accommodation of country children,
1417; question by Mr. Livingston re reduced railway fares for children, 1450;
statement by M1'. Hannah re distribution of
lollies, &c., to children taking part in exhibition, 158.1; by MT. Bent, 1588; question
by Mr. Colechin re firms exhibiting pianos
and sewing machines, 3898. (See also Australian Women's National League.)
Statutes, Copies of-Statement by Mr. N.
Bayles re supplying copies of statutes to
members, 3068; by Mr. McCutcheon, 3069;
by Mr. Elmslie, 306C); by Mr. Bent, 3069.
St. James' Church Lands-Question by M 1'. J.
VV. Billson re revenue, 4180.
St. James' Church Lands Bill-Standing orders
relating to private Bills dispensed with,
1504; Bill brought in by M1'. Mackey, and
read first time, 1504; second reading moved
by Mr. Mackey, 3969; debated, 3970; Bill
read second time, 3972; considered in Committee, 3972; third reading, 3973.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway
-Statement by Mr. 'Varde re purchase of
material in connexion with line, 99; by Mr.
Bent, 104; by Mr. Boyd re salary of engineer, II8; statements by Mr. Hannah re
wages of conductors, 2267, 2584; by Mr.
Warde re hours of enginemen at power
house, 4180.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric' Street Railway
Extension Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent,
and read first time, 1533; second reading
moved by Mr. Bent, 1533; debated, 1534;
• Bill read second time, 1543; considered in
Committee, 1543, 1594, 1648; third reading, 1665; amendments of Legislative Council dealt with, 2047-54.
St. Kilda Cemetery-Statement by Mr. Elmslie
re charges against trustees, 2555; by Mr.
E. H. Cameron, 2558; by Mr. Bromley,
2560; by Mr. Gaunson, 2579.
Stevedores at Geelong-Statement by M1'. Colechin, 1236, 2540.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill-Resolution adopted em powering the Governor in
Council to make regulations as to fees, &c.,
490; Bill brought in by Mr. Swinburne, and
read first time, 490; second reading moved
b~ Mr. Swinburn~, 1891; debated, 1891;
Blll read second time, 1891; considered in
Committee, 1891; third reading, 3036;
amendments of Legislative Council dealt
with, 3852.
Street Obstruction-Statement by Mr. Prendergast re prosecutions at Prahran for street
obstruction by political speakers, 2096; further statement by Mr. Prendergast (on
motion for adjournment of the House) re
arrest of Mr. Sweblesis for obstructincr
street traffic, 2098; subject discussed, 2099~
2.107; statement by Mr. Bent, 2225; quesbon by Mr. Prendergast, 2466; further
statement by Mr. Prendergast, 2580' subject further discussed, 2586, 2688. '

Strike in Building Trades-Statement by Mr_
Prendergast, 2523; by Sir Samuel Gillott,
2523; further statement by Mr. Prendergast, .3299; by M1'. Bent, 3300; by Mr.
Mackmnon, 3300; question by Mr. Prendergast, 3399; statement by Mr. Bent, 4140;'
by Mr. Boyd (on motion for adjournment
of House) re settlement of strike 4181subject discussed, 4182.
,>
Suggestions by Legislative Council for .-\mendments in Bills--Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3681.
Suicide of Railway Employes. (See Railway
D.epartment-l!.:mployh. )
Supenntendent of Exports-Statement bv Mr.
~;raha':1 re work of Mr. Crowe, 1224; sub·
Ject dlscllssed, 1224.
Supply-Votes on Account passed, 88-121, 125>
1408, 2266:2303, ,3I68; Supplementary Estimates of Exyendlture .for 1905-6 dealt with,
267-293; votIng of Estimates of Expenditure
for 1906-7 proceeded with, 3990; Chief
Secretary's Department, 39ql; Educatioll
Department, 3998; Treasur-y Department,
4~03;
Lands Department, 4015; Public
"orks Department, 4017; 11ines Department, 403.7; vVater Supply Depaitment~
40 43; Agncultural Department, 4044; Railway Department, 4085.
Supreme and Coullty Court Judges-Statement
by Mr. Gaunson re salaries of Judges., 3999;
by Mr. Hannah, 3QQ9.
Supreme Court. (See Taxing Master.)
Surplus Revenue Bill- Governor's Message
broug~t . down, and resolution for an appropnatlOll adopted, 1043; Bill brought in
by Mr. Be~t, and read first time, 1043;
second readl11g moved by ~1r. Bent, 1053;'
deb~ted, 10.54; Bill ~ead second time, 1058;
consl.dered m CommIttee, 1058, II39; third
readl11g, II48.

S\vI"'BUR~E,

Mr. GEORGE (Ha'Wtiu)rll)

Agr~culture,

Department of, 41.28.
Agncultural College near Melbourne 860.
Ben.digo and District Vlater Works, 3803'
Bonng for \Vater, 344.
Carrum Drainage Scheme, 16&;-.
Carrum Water Rates, 4181.
Coliban 'Vater Supply, 1230.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
3390 .
Companies Act 1896 Further _-\mendment Bill,
144C)·
Co-op~rative n~tter. Factories, 1745.
CounCIl 0 f Agncultural Education I I 81.
Dight's Falls, IQ95.
'
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,.
3 128 , 3 12 9, 1282 .
~ru~t Cases Bill, 490, 1856.
1< rUlt Cases Bill (No.2), 1856, 1038, 304 1 ,
304 2, 3043, 30 44, 3045, 3046 , 30 47, 3048,.
30 5 1 , 30 5 2 , 38 5 2 •
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2Q96.
Geelong Municipal Water Works Trust Bill>
353 8 .
Governor's Speech, 354.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3256, 3 266 ,.
.13 02 , 330 5, 33 0 9, 33 10 , 33 11 , 33 13, 33 14,.
33 16.
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Mr. GEORGE (continued)Licensing Bill, 1251, 3567, 3652, 3665, 3751,
381 4, 3816 , 4 196 .
Lifts Regulation Bill, 1892, 1896, 1898, 3036,
30 37, 30 38, 4 1 33.
Limitation of Actions Bill, 4232.
Manures, 1285.
Municipal Sheep Dips, IglO.
Scaffulding Inspection Bill, 1213, 1913.
State Rivers and Water Supply CommissionAppointment of Secretary, ;1040.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 490,
189 1, 1892 , 30 36 , 385~·
Superintendent of Exports, 1225.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 3317, 3318, 3320, 3321,
33 22 .
Unsound Horses, 717.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill, 33 01 , 3370, 3373, 3374·
Waranga Basin, 490.
Water Supply Commission, 1I8r.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3454,
3457, 345~, 3466 , 3467, 37 21 .
Waterworks Land Sales Bill, 3363, 3364,
3370, 38q9'

SWINBURNE,

Sydney Express Train.
(See Railway Department-Rolling Stock.)
Talbot Colony for Epileptics Act 1905 Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and
read first time, 385; Bill ruled to be a
private Bill, 418; motion by Mr. Bent that
Bill be treated as a public Bill, agreed to,
418; second reading moved by Mr. Bent,
418; Bill read second time, 419; considered
in Committee, 41g; third reading, 420.
-Ta:-<ing Master-Question by Mr. Anstey (for
Mr. McGrath) re complaint against the
Ta:-<ing Master, 2249.
Technical Schools.
(See Public Instruction.)
Thistle Act Further Amendment Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Mackey, and read first time,
1503; discharged from paper, 3860.
Thistle Acts-Question by Mr. Colechin re enforcement uf Acts, 3301.
Mr. JOHN (Dundas)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1421.
Boilers Inspection Bin, 2001.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
33~0, 33 88 , 339 1.
Cress), and Pitfield Plains Railway, 3236.
Disputed Territory between South Australia
and Victoria, 2865.
Drainage Areas Act 1905 Amendment Bill,
14 20 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2025, 2060, 2063,
2077, 2084, 2IIO, 2154, 26°3, 2627, 2633,
2662, 2995, 2999·
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 551.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 880, 3253,
3266, 3268, 3~70, 3302 , 33 0 5, 3310, 331 I,
33 1 4.
Licensing Bill, 1041, 3846.
Loan Acts Amendment Bill, 3544.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 892.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 2047.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 3322.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3451.
Votes on Account, 109.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3-4.67.
Waterworks Land Sales Bill, 3366.

THO)ISO:-O,

Timber Royalties.
(See Forests.)
Tinsmiths.
(See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Titl~ to Land (Adverse Possession) Bill-Brought
111 by Mr. Beazley, and read first
time,
673·
Tooleybuc Irrigation Scheme-Question by Mr.
Gray, 4043.
Toorak, Representation of-Resignation of Mr.
Fairbairn announced, 1492; issue of writ
for election of member announced, 1745;
election of Mr. N. Bayles announced, Iq91;
Mr. Bayles introduced and sworn, 1991:.
Totalizators-Question bv Mr. Gaunson re revenue derived from totalizators in other
States, 2468.
Tourists-Motion by Mr. A. A. Billson affirming desirability of catering for traffic, 512;
debated, 516; agreed to, 518; question by
Mr. Mackinnon (for Mr. A. A. Billson) re
establishment of tourists' bureau, 1285; further question by Mr. A. A. Billson, 4085'
Mr. R. F. (Stawell and Ararat)
Boilers Tnspection Bill, 1999.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
2968.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 181 , 3 185, 3 283, 3 28 5, 3 286 , 3 296 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1791, 1802, 1968,
2167, 2294, 25 21 , 2672, 2773, 2826, 302 9.
Governor's Levees-Private Entree,
2764,
27 6 5.
Hansard, 2167.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 773, 32 71.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2926.
Licensing Bill, 1268, 35 6 9, 3579, 36 54, 3676,
3680, 3741, 3745, 3J.60, 381 7.
Mining Leases, 1I81.
Money Lenders Bill, 3061.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 556.
Pianos for State Schools, 2547, 275 2.
Privilege-Rev. H: Worrall, 586.
Railway Department-Engine-drivers and firemen, 296.
Railway Loan Bill, 3557.
Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 386, 1723,
2969, 2970, 297 2.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 457·
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 398 , 534·
Strangers, 1968, 2167.
Unemployed, 730.

TOUTCHER,

Tramway, Little Yarra.
(See Little Yarra
Tramway.)
Tramways, Melbourne-Statement by Mr. Prendergast re necessity for improved tramway
facilities in northern suburbs of Melbourne,
1I8.
(See also Melbourne Tramway Company.)
Trawool Storage Basin - Question by Mr.
Graham re proposal to construct a storage
basin on the Goulburn at Trawool, 48.
Triangle Reefs Company-Statement by Mr.
McGrath re sale of plant by the sheriff, and
non.payment of wages, 1586;
by Mr.
McLeod, 1591; by Mr. Hunt, 1591; by Mr.
Prendergast, 1592; by Mr. Anstey, 1593;
further statement bv Mr. McGrath, 255 1 ;
bv Mr. H. S. Bennett, 2554; by Mr. Gaunson, 2570; by Mr. McLeod, ?585; question
by Mr. Hunt, 3096.
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Trust Funds Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill
-Governor's message brought down, and
resolution for an appropriation adopted,
3301; Bill brought in by Mr. Bent, and read
first time, 3301; second reading moved by
Mr. Bent, 3362; debated, 3362; Bill read
second time, 3362; considered in Committee,
3362; third reading, 3363'
Trustees Law Amendment Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Bent, 11; read first time, 12; second
reading moved' by M r. Bent, 416; debated,
416; Bill read second time, 418; considered
in Committee, 418; third reading, 418;
amendments of Legislative Council dealt
with, 756.
Trustees, Proceedings Against-Question by Mr.
Anstey re proceedings against trustees under
willS', 2249.
Twine.
(See Binder Twine.)
Ultima, Railway Extension from. (See Parl£ame1Stary Standing Committee on Railways.)
Unclaimed Funds Bi11-Brought in by Mr.
Beazley, and read first time, 673; second
reading moved by Mr. Beazley, 2793; debated, 2795; Bill read second time, 2795;
considered in CommIttee, 2795, 3316; third
reading, 3322; amendments of Legislative
Council dealt with, 384B.
Undetected Crime.
(See Crime, Undetected.)
Unemployed, The-Questions by Mr. H. S.
Bennett re providing work for unemployed,
84, 3400; statement by Mr. Mackinnon re
distribution of grant by Government for
relief of immediate distress, 84; question
by Mr. McGregor re unemployed at Ballarat and elsewhere, outside Melbourne, 85;
subject of providing work for unemployed,
and methods of Labour Bureau discussed in
Committee of Supp)y, 109, Il2, Il7, 420;
subject further discussed on motions for adjournment of the House, 718-34, 1119,
1494; question by Mr. Downward re employment of local unemployed on new railway station at Korumburra, 798; by Mr.
Prendergast re providing further work,
1322. (See also Charitable Relief j and Labour Bureau.)
Usury Prevention Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Colechin, and read first time, 386; second
reading moved by Mr. Colechin, 1350; debate adjourned, 1357; statement by Mr.
Colechin, 1723,
(See also Money Lenders
Bill.)
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill-Received
from Legislative Council, and read first
time, 3370; second reading' moved by Mr.
Mackey, 3448; debated, 3449; Bill read
second time, 3452; considered in Committee,
3453; third reading, 3867,
Vaccination-Question by Mr. Bowser re convictions for non-vaccination, 1993.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr. Swinburne,
and read first time, 3301; second reading
moved by Mr. Swinburne, 3370; debated,
337 1 ; Bill read second time, 3373; considered in Committee, 3373; third reading,
3375·
Ventilation of Mines.
(See Mines, Ventilatt'on
of·)

(55)

Victoria Racing Club-Question by Mr. Colechin, 2467.
(See also Flemington Racecourse.)
Victorian Loans Redemption and Conversion Bill
-Governor's message brought down, and
resolution for an appropriation adopted, 871 ;
Bill brought in by .Mr. Bent, and read first
tillie, 871; second reading moved by Mr.
Bent, 979; debated, 980; Bill read second
time, 983; considered in Committee, 983;
third reading, 984.
Vine Stocks.
(See PhyZloxera.)
•
Visitors Accommodated with Chairs on Floor of
the House-The Han. A. A. Kirkpatrick,
Ch,ief Secretary of South Australia, 558;
members of Federal Parliament and exmembers of Victorian Parliament, 558; the
Hon. Frank Wilson, Colonial Treasurer of
"\iVestern Australia, 2034; the Hon. A. Hean,
Minister of Lands and vVorks, Tasmania>
3718; the Hon. William K.idston, Premier
of Queensland, 3899.
Voting by Post Bill-Question by Mr. N.
Bayles, 3.P3; Bill brought in by Mr. Bent
(for Mr. Mackey), and read first time, 3537;
discharged from paper, 4136.
Voting by Post Bill (No. 2}-Brougfit in by
Mr. Mackey, and read first time, 4136;
second reading moved bv Mr. Mackey,
4136; debated, 4136; Bill read second time,
4. 137; considered in Committee, 4137; third
reading, 4138.
Wages Boards. (See Factories and Shops Acts i
and Coal Miners.)
Walhalla Railway-Statement by Mr. Hannah
re continuing construction of Moe to Walhalla railway line, 106, II4; by Mr. Bent,
I15; by Mr. Harris, 1I9; further statement
by Mr. Bent, 125; sfatement by Mr. Anstey
re wages, of workmen, 22Q6; vote for extension of line discussed in Committee of
Supply, 4028.
Walrus, Dredge.
(See Gulong Harbor Trust.)
Mr. E. C. (Flemington)
Building Trades Strike, 4184,
Butter Commission-Payments to Mr. Croker>
299, 489.
Divisions, 666.
Dredging Plant PurChases, 1453.
Elsternwick Power House-Hours of Enginemen, 4180.
Factories and Shops Acts-Prosecutions in
Furniture Trade, 899, 1010, IllS.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
J 13 2 , 3 142, 3275.
Flemington Race-course. 344Footscray Magistrates, 1858.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill, 4138,
4 204.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1788, 1794, 1822,
182 5, 1829, 1932 , 1937, 19.1 2, 206 7, 2078,
214~ 2295, 234 1, 2374, 23 82 , 2384. 2625.
2647, 2661, 2820, 2827, 2998, 3010, 3012,
3018 , 3°19·
Government Business, 2802.
Governor's Speech, 320, 324.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 550.
Hour of Meeting, 22.12.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3302, 3304,
33 08 .
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Mr. E. C. (continued)Licensing Bill, 1.l61, 157:5, 3494, 3650, 3656,
3753, 4 186 , 4 19.l, 4 194, 4 197.
Limitation of Actions Bill, 4232.
Loan Acts Amendment Bill, 3545, 3546.
Moe to Walhalla Railway, 4035.
Municipal Sheep Dips, 1911.
Pianos for State Schools, 2718.
Privilege-Rev. H. Worrall, 570; the Age
Xewspaper, 203l).
Hailway Department-Sunuay Labour and
Overtime, 2432.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3550.
Railwav Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
EmploYt'S, 4098.
Railways Audit Bill, 1553.
Resignation of :Mr. Irvine, 462.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 39 1, 395,
531.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1537, 1649, 1650, 1651,
1662, 2051.
Supnlementarv Estimates, 282.
Surplus H.eveilUe Dill, Il4i.
Unemployed, 727.
Votes on Account, 99.

WARDE,

'~·arang'l

Basin-Question by Mr. McKenzie re
stability 0 f embankment, 490.
Warrnambool \OVater Trust-Question by :Mr.
Bailes re construction of weir, 1646.
\Valer Supply-Question by Mr. Carlisle (for
~lr. Robertson) re boring for water, 344;
by Mr. Robertson, 444; vote for Department discussed in Committee of Supply,
4043.
(See also Carrum Drainage Scheme;
(;celong Water Suppiy; J_(llIg Lake Pumping Scheme; T(loleybuc Irrigation Scheme;
1'r(17Dool Storage Basin; State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission; Waranga Basin;
and Warrnambool Water Trust.)
'Yater Supply Loans Application Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Bent, and read first time, 3434;
second reading moved by Mr. Swinburne,
J4.~4; debated, 3455; Bill read second time,
34~6; considered in Committee, 3456; third
reading, 3467; amendment suggested by
Legislative Council dealt with, 3719.
'Vaterproof Clothing Manufacturers. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)
,~,raterworks Land Sales Bill-Governor's message brought down, and resolution for an
appropriation adopted, 33°1; Bill brought in
hv Mr. Bent, and read first time, 33°1;
second reading moved by Mr. Swinburne,
336]; debaleu, 3363; Bill read second time,
3363; considered in - Committee, 3363; thirrl
reading, 3370.
'Vatson's Hill Dredging Company-Question by
Mr. McGrath re non-payment of wages,
14()j·

1fr. W. A. (Essendon)
Administration :lIld Probate Duties Bill,
I]2~, 13 2 4,
13 2 <), 14 2 3.
Appointment of Special "rages Boards,
Anrient Lights Declaratory Bill, 1450.
Boilers Tnspection Bill, 2000, 2005.
Children's Courts Bill, .12°7, 3210. 3211,
3213, 1214, 321;, 3216, 321 7, 38 51.
Companies Act ISq6 Further Amenrlment
1444·

WATT,

1292,
387'
]212,
Bill,

Mr. W. A. (continued)-.
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill,
344°·
Consolidated H.evenue Application Bill, 3858,
3859'
Control of Public Bodies Bill, 2107.
D~ys and Hours of Meeting, 1117, 2894.
DIsorderly Language, 200.
Divisions, 943, 28115, 3747.
Dr. Rentoul, 93, 108.
Election Printll1g at Pentridge, 193.
Elwood Improvements, 92.
Factories anu Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3180, 3 19 1, 3 192 , 3 1 93, 3 279, 3 295, 3.l97,
38 98, 39 23, 39 24.
Fireworks at State Schools Exhibition, 143 8 .
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill,
4 1 38 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1731, 1821, 1838 ,
184.2, 1843, 1930, 194 2 , 1943, 1945, 1946,
195 1, 201 3, 201~), 20.l5, 2031, 2°33, 2109,
2110, 2117, 2120, 2127, 2140, 2141, 2155,
21 56 , 2166, 2171, 2179, 2189, 2193, 22°5,
2208, 22II, 2212, 2217, 2292, 2316, 23 22 ,
23 24, 23 25, 23 26 , 23 66 , 2368, 2369, 2456,
2457, 2460, 24 61 , 2463, 2466, 2601, 2603,
26°4, 26°5, 261 5, 2616, 2623, 2642, 2841,
3° 24, 3026 , 3028 , 30 3 2, 3034, 30 35, 3902 ,
3-906 , 39°7·
Gaols-Sunday Labour, 3991.
Government Printing Office, 91.
Governor's Speech, 313, 321,' 325, 326.
Hanrurd-Daily Issue, Q3.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 878, 882,
1333, 3 24 8 .
Income Tax, 863, 867, 870.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2<)10_
Juvenile Smoking Pre\-ention Bill, 669, 671.
Licensing Bill, 503, 1321, 1434, 15 12, 1514,
ISIS, 15 23, 15.lQ: 1560, 1568, 1572, 1.178,
1~8I, 1~83, 1,::;84, I"qR, 1612, 1628, 1629,
1630, 163 1, 35 61 ,_ 3.':;66, 3645, 3653, 36"4,
36 55, 36 56 , 36 57, 3658, 3660, 3661, 3662,
3 66 3, 366 5, 366 q, 36 72 , 36 74, 36 75, 3677,
37 26 , 37 27, 37 28 , 173 2 , 3733, 373 6 , 3737,
373 8 , 374 2 , 3743, 374.:;, 3746 , 3747, 3749,
380 5, 38°7, 3808 ,1810, 3818, 3820, 3822,
382 4, 382 5, 382 7, .113 6 , 4 194, 4 196 , 4 197,
4 1 99.
Loan Acts Amendment Dill, 3S46.
Lunatic Asylums, 226S.
Malclon Rates Bill, 3 173, 3176, 3177.
Mr. Gaunson, 17J3.
Noxious Trades Regulation Rill, 385.
Osborne House, Geelong, 4084.
Pensions Payment Bilr, 386.
Port Campbell Railwav, 2255.
Private Members' lhl5iness, 1450.
Privilege-Mr. Sollv and the Government,
Iql; Rev. H. Worrall, 567, 597.
Prize Fighting Supprt>ssion Bill, 3860.
Railwav Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 410I.
Railways Audit Bill, 1288, 1549.
Railways Commissioners-Question of Reappointment, 3362.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 390, 530,

W_-\TT,

53.3, 5.37·

St. Kiloa and Brig-hlon Electric Street Railway Extension Bill. 1338, 1543, 1544, 1652,
16"5. 16~9, 1661, 204<), 2052, 2o~4.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) 1"3 ill , 490.
SUflolementarv Estimates, 269, 282.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1056, 1059.
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Mr. W. A. (colltinued)Unemployed, 72I.
.
Victorian Loans RedemptIon and Conversion
Bill, 981.
Votes on Account, 92, 107, 108.
Voting by Post Bill (No.2), 4137.
Wages B'oards (New), 873'
Water Supply Commission, 1I8I.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3457,
346 4, 37 1 9.
Waterworks Land Sales Bill, 3365.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 38 5, 9 19, 942, 947·

WATT,

Ways and Means--Resolutions ~n whiSh to
found Consolidated Revenue BIlls consIdered
and adopted, 127~ 293, 14 14, 2303, ~1~1;
resolution on which to found AppropnatlOn
Bill adopted, 4127.
Werribee Irrigation Scheme. (See Water Supply
Loans Application Bm.)
'Wheat Bags-Statement by Mr. Co:echin re restricting size of wheat bags, 2540; by Mr.
Solly, 2544; by Mr. Lemmon, 2563; by
Mr. Bent, 2588.
.
.
Widows and Young Children ~bmtenance Rd}
-Brought in by M~. ~Iackinnon, and. read
first time, 386; motion by Mr. Mackmnon
thnt Bill be adv:l.llced to Committee stage,
agreed to, 386; second reading moved by
Mr. Mackinnon, and agreed to, 386; con·
sidered in Committee, IOi5; statement by
Mr. Mackinnon, 1562; third reading moved
bv Mr. Mackinnon, 2i84; debated, 2785;
Bill read third time, 2786; amendments
after third reading, 2i86; amendments of
Legislative Council d.ealt with., .4205,. 4225.
Wife Beaters. (See lustlce, AdrmmstratlO1t oj.)

Mr. EDGAR (Colli1/.gwood)
Dight's Falls, 1858.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment
3 1 3 1 , 3 134, 3 281 , 3 28 7, 39 25.

WILKINS,

Bill,

MELBOfJR""E: J KEMP,

Mr. EDGAR (colltillucd)Gaming Suppression Bill, 1835, 2033, 2084.
2294·
Licensing Bill, 3679, 4~20.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4106.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3451.

'WILKINS,

\Yilliam Burston Bill- Governor's message
brouO'ht down, and resolution for an approp~iation adopted, 3899; Bill .brought in
bv Mr. Bent, and read first tune, 3899;
s~cond reading moved by Mr. Bent, 4~34;
debated, 4135; Bill read second tlI~e,
4135; considered in Committee, 4135; thud
reading, 4135.
Wire Netting. (See Prison Labour.)
'Women's Suffrage.
(See Adult Suffragel
\Vomen's Suffraae Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Watt, and r;ad first time, 385; second reading moved by Mr. Walt, 919;. debated, 921;
amendment by Mr. Robertson re referendum
on the question, 936; debated, 936; am~nd
ment negatived, 942; Bill read second tlI~e,
943; considered in Committee, 943;. t~IId
reading agreed to by absolute maJonty,
949· Point Gold-fields.
~
''1'znes D e Par.
t
'Voods'
(See.it
ment.)
.
.
'Workers' Accidents CompensatlOn BIII-Bro~lght
in hy Mr. A. S. ~ailes, and read first t~me,
385; second readlOg moved by Mr. ~alles,
1205; debate adjourned, 1213; questlOn by
Mr. A. S. Bailes, 2969.
\Vorkmen's Homes-Statement by :Mr. Cole~hin
re alleged sub-letting of contracts for erection of workmen's homes, Geelong, 2539;
re necessity of providing further workmen's
homes at Geelong, 2540; re applications for
workmen's homes, 401i.
Workmen's Kits-Statement by Mr. N. Bayles
re robberies of workmen's kits, 3IiI.
Worrall, Rev. H.
(See Privilege.)
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