Gaming

[ASSEMBL Y.]

Mr. WARDE said it only caused a reaction outside, as had happened in Ne\y South
Wales, where leagues were being started in
opposition to recent legislation.
The New
South Wales Government had legalized betting on the race-course, but- other drastic
proposals had been carried into execution
there, and a lot of ill-feeling and dissatisfaction with this new kind of legislation
had arisen.
If the Committee acted sen·
sibl ~r thev would not go to this extreme, but
\vould rather agree to such regulations as
had been considered necessarv to enforce the
provisions of the gaming la \V'S. All through
this discussion he had opposed fhe extreme
matter with which the Bill was loaded,
which was never asked for, and which had
no right in it.
It ma.de the Bill unpalatable to the community, and im?ossible for
the police to administer if they attempted
to put it into execution.
The intention of
the Bill originally was to al10w betting on
race-courses on race days when races were
held.
He thoroughly' favored that position.
Mr. BENT.-That is the position in the
Bill now.
.
Mr. WARDE said the amendment, it
carried, would alter the whole of the circumstances, because it ,,'ould prevent betting at Flemington, as it would make the
Flemington race-course a place where it was
illegal to carry. on betting.
~fr. ANSTEY. Don't the Government
want to do so? The Premier said this afternoon that he was determined to put it
down.
Mr. WARDE said he ungerstood the provision in the Bill was to legalize betting on
race-courses while races were in operation,
but if the amendment was carried he presumed fhe race-courses at Flemington, CaUlfield, and elsewhere throughouf the coun
try would oome within the definition of a
piace.
Mr. ANSTEY. - Did you not hear tht!
Chief Secretary' s magnifi~ent address in in
troducing this Em, where he strenuouslY
denounced betting and gambling?
The
honorable gentleman must support mv proposition.
Mr. WARDE said the Chief Secretary
was simply denouncing the excess of betting.
Mr. BENT said it had been suggested
that it had been a long and hard and not a
ver~r pleasant day, and he understood th:lt
honorable members even on the other side
would like to adiourn now.
That would
afford the honorable member tor Brunswick
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an opportunity of having a consultation
with him to-morrow to fix up the definition
of place.
He begged to moveThat progress be reported.

The motion was agreeu to, and progress
was reported.
The House adjourned at twenty minutes
past eleven o'clock, until two o'clock p.m.
the following day.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
TVednesday, October 24, 1906.

The SPEAKER took the chair at twentyfive minutes to three o'clock p.. m.
SUPPLY.
RAILWAY LABOURERS-CRIME IN VICTORIA
-MANUFACTURE OF WIRE NETTINGPAYMENTS TO MR. CROKER-" MISCELLANEOUS " - CARRIAGE OF COAL AND
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE.
The House having gone into Committee of
Supply, consideration was resumed of Mr.
Bent's motion providing that a sum not
exceeding £379,343 be granted to His Majesty on account of or towards defraying
certain services for the year 1906-7.
Mr. ANSTEY said he desired to know
from the Premier whether it was
his intention to do anything for the men
working on the Moe-Walhalla railway.
These men were working for very low pa)'.
Mr. BENT.-I am told that they are get·
ting 6s. 6d.
Mr. ANSTEY said he had some letters
in his possession stating that they were get·
ting only 6s. a day. One letter stated that
a number of the men had submitted a petition for an increase of 6d. a day, as
they found it impossible to make ends meet,
owing to the wet weather and the high
prices of provisions.
Mr. BENT.-I had a list down last week.
I will attend to that.
Mr. ANSTEY said he would be satisfied
with the promise of the Premier. There
was another question he wished to ask in
cannexion with the Chief Secretary's Department. It was stated in the newspapers
that there was a large amount of undetected
crime, and that nothing had been done in
the matter.
In ~he Age of last Friday
there was a report, professedly issued by
the Department. Was that report issued
with the Chief Secretary's authority, or how
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did the Age get it? How did that report
compare with the ordinary report presented
to Parliament?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said that
the honorable member for Gippsland
East asked for this return.
The honorable member was going to apply to
the House to have the return furnished, and
he (Sir Samuel Gillott) gave instructions for
the return to be prepared. It was furt:ished
to the Department, and was sent on to the
honorable member for Gippsland East in
the usual way.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT,-Prepared by whom?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said it was
prepared from the records in the Police
Department.
Mt. PRENDERGAsT.-We get conflicting
returns, some prepared in the Police Department, and some in the Statistical Department.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said this return had never been induded in the statistical report.
There was a similar return
prepared about two xears ago, and the honorable member for GIppsland East asked to
have this information. He (Sir Samuel Gillott) said he would endeavour to get it, if
possible, and he asked the Chief Commissioner of Police to prepare the
information.
The Police Department
had nothing to hide, and so the
return was furnished.
Similar comments were made about a return prepared
two vears ago. It wa.s said then that there
was great disproportion between the number of cases of crime reported and the arrests made. He proposed to obtain the file
of papers to give the honorable member for
Brunswick an answer to his inquiry, and
there was an answer. Although a person
might be arrested for a crime, he might have
been guilty of committing a number of
crimes. There might be a number of crimes
committed by the one individual, and, moreover, a large number of alleged crimes
which were reported turned ot:.t on investigation not to be crimes at all. So fa: as
the present year was concerned, the return
fOF the year would show that a much larger
number of arrests had been made than in
previous years, yet as a matter of fact crime
was on the decrease. There had been very
few cases of serious crime reported during
the present year. Serious crime was on
the decrease. Last winter there were but
few cases of burglary and hor.:sebreaking.
I f the honorable member would allow this
matter to stand over until the Estimates
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were being discusse~, he would get the file
of papers in reference to the matter.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-How do you reconcile the statements about the increase of
crime caused by gambling, the totalizator,
and the drink traffic?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said the numbers of cases of crime were on the decrease.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Therefore drink and
gambling are not increasing crime?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said that might
be so. There had always. been some disproportion between the number of cases of
crime reported and the number of arrests
mlade, and the same thing would be for.nd
existing in other States and countries. A
number of considerations were involved in
connexion with this matter, and arrests did
not necessarily mean an arrest for one offence. He had known in some 'cases a person charged with the commission of fifty
offences, and the fact that there was a large
disproportion between the number of cases
of crime reported and the number -of arrests
made did not show that the police were
inefficient at all. He had a big file of
papers on this subject, and he would produce 'it next 'week if the honorable member would allow the matter to stand over.
Mr. ANSTEY remarked that the reason why he drew attention to the matter
was this: He understood thai: the Age
newspa per applied to the Department for
information with regard to undetected
crime, and he r.nderstood that the Chairman of the Police Commission also applied
to the Department, and a most remarkable
thing was th.at they were not able to get it.
On the basis of the report there was a large
amount of tmdetected crime in this community, and it was enormously on the increase, and the Age put forward the statement that the police in consequence of that
had been convicted of neglect in the discharge of their duties, and that such a record was a scandal to the community. This
matter was dealt with in the report of the
Police Commission, where it was statedStatistics referring to the above have been
proved in evidence to be most unreliable. The
method of collecting such statistics has been
faulty and untrustworthy. For instance, forty
crimes may be committed by one man. On apprehension the Crown decides to proceed against
him en three, four, or six of the charges only.
He is convicted and sentenced, and no fu.rther
charges are brought against him. The statistics
under the present system show the thirty odd
crimes not prosecuted as "undetected crImes,"
which is fallacious and misleading. Further,
many persons report matters as offences which
on investigation turn out to be unfounded, and
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these are classed as undetected crimes. Some
met~od ~ould be adopted whereby closer approXlmatlons to the actual number undetected
could be obtained. We think this can be done
by the. Chief Commissioner's Office, in conjunchon WIth the C.l. branch, and reliable statistics .issued for the information of the public.
Makmg all allowance for the above, it is unquestionable that the proportion of crimes actually undetected is abnormal, and is due to many
causes, some of which we discussed under the
heading of " Crime and Criminals."

He assumed that when the Commission made
this report it had some statistics before it.
The Chairman of the Commission must have
known. that the report which was presented
was hIghly unreliable, because it did not
deal with the ,general body of crime in the
communi tv. The Chief Secretary should
have caused strict inquiries to have been
made into this report, on which the Age
based its statements.
Mr. MURRAy.-What report?
Mr. ANSTEY said he was referring to
the report in the A;;e newspaper.
Mr. l\{URRAy.-Do you think there is
~ime to consider every report that appears
In the A;;e newspaper against various Departments? Life is too short.
Mr. ANSTEY said the report in the
Age newspaper with regard to undetected
crime purported to have come from the
Depa.rtment itself. The Age newspaper
said there were 7,718 reported offences, and
that 5,580 were not detected. The total
number of offences during the past five years
was some 30,000, and 23,000 persons were
arrested for these offences, and charged before the Courts. The number of undetected
crimes during the past five years had averaged 5,979 per annum, and the real question as to whether the police fcrce was efficient or not was not to be judged by
an apparent enormity, especially in view of
the fact that these were not all undetected
crimes, but a large portion were charges
which had been dropped as against people
who had been' Convicted of other offences.
The question was as to how Victoria compared in this respect with other countries,
and the condition that existed here in past
times. In no period of our history was the
number of r.ndetected offences so insignificant as at present. During the last five
years the average number of undetected
cases of crime was annually 5,979. During
the last twenty-five years the population of
Victoria had grown by nearly 400,000. With
an increase of population of 42 per cent.,
the increase in the number of cases of undetected crime was 22 per cent. There were
fifty-seven cases of undetected crime per
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10,000 of the people dL.ring the years 1877
to 1888, but during the five years between
1901 and 1905, there were only forty-nine
cases of undetected crime per 10,000 of the
people.
Mr. GAUNSON.-What is meant is undetected offenders.
Mr. ANSTEY said it was not a proper
thing for a Department to say these were
cases of undetected offenders.' Accordin cr
to the Police Commission's report, a num~
ber of offences might be committed by onf:!
man, and the Crown would decide to rroceed with regard to three or four of these
offences, and if a conviction was obtained~
the other charges would not be proceeded
with.
Mr. WARDE.-Is it not a common OCCLrrence for a prosecution to drop three or
four charges when a man is convicted on
one charge?
Mr. GAuNsoN.-QL.ite common.
Mr. ANSTEY said that while there was
an enormous increase in the population,
there had not been an increase in the number of police in proportion to the growth
of the population. In the country districts
outside the metropolitan area, there were
in 1881. 671 police, while last year therewas exactl y the same number.
In the
country districts there were no more rolice
employed last year than there were twentvfive years ago.
.
Mr. GAUNSON. - There is double the
number of police employed generally.
Mr. ANSTEY said that was not so. The
number of police in the metropolitan district in 1881 was 441, and last year there
were 824. There had been an increase in
the population of the State since 1881 of
something- like 360,000. While in 188'!
abOl:.t fourteen police were employed for
every 10,000 of the population, the number
.emrlayed in 1905 was only about twelve
for every 10,000 of the population. Relatively to population, therefore, there was
now a smaller number of police, and there
was now a smaller proportion of undetected
offences than in any previous period of the
historyl or the State.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).People are more settled.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-I think, according to
what is said on the Gaming and Licensing
Bills, the people are more unsettled than
ever.
Mr. ANSTEY said the figures he had
quoted went to prove that there was an
improvement in the habits of the people
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themselves, which necessitated that fewer
policemen should be employed.
At the
same time, the improved methods of communication and the increased efficiency of
the police had alsc been marked.
He
thought it was a great danger to the community that any Department or any officer
should be allowed to put forth statistics that
only one out of every eight offences committed in the communitY' was detected and
punished. According to this report, some
6,000 or 7,000 cases ~ent undetected, the
number of offences bemg 30,000, and the
number of persons arrested 24,000.
This difference was accounted for to a great
extent by what was stated in the report of
the l)olice Commission, which declared that
many of the persons who had been convicted
on one or two charges were not proceeded
against with regard to other charges the
police had against them. He drew at~en
tion to this matter because these things
otaght to be contradicted. The Chief Secretary ought to see th::;t no official ~ould
draw up a report whIch would be Issued
to the publ~c in an erroneous form.
Mr. CULLEN drew .a:ttention to the
item "Penal Establis.hlments and Gaols,
£4,;45." He said he did not know whether the Government had provided anything with regrurd to the manufacture of
wire-netting by prison labour.
He had
no objection to the manufacture of
goods by prison labotItt' where the c~:>untry
would gain by it.
He thought pnsoners
should be applied to work in some way.
The Premier shoulld inquire into the ma.tter
befOlCe entering into a large expenditure.
In one shire he (Mr. Cullen) was connected with a sum of -rIO,OOO h/ad been
borrowed from the State for wire-netting,
and it was paid back, the result being
that the shire lost £ 1,000 on the transaction.
He felt certain the municipalities
were not going to borrow a.ny more money
far this ,purpose. I t had not been a success. In regard to the destruction of rabbits,
if the Government carried out the strict mea'Sures which they had adopted already, that
was all that was required, and if the Government intended to use the wire-netting
for fencing Crpwn lands it would ~o good,
but if the Government had to go mto the
open market and dispose of the netting,
that was another matter to be considered.
In New South Wales, where the squatters
had spent large sums of money in fencing
areas of ~o,ooo and 60,000 acres, a large
amount of good had been done. In this
State, where there were small holdings,

rabbits were ndt so difficul!t to get rid of.
He would ask the Premier to carefully'
consider this matter.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
said he was rather surprised to hear the
honorable member for Gunbower say that
it was easy to exterminate rabbits. In Tambo
Val1~y a man complained that he had
1,5 00- acres of land, and had killed 7,510
rabbits in ten weeks, and then the Government put on an inspector to kill rabbits.
The Government were not satisfied in that
matter. Anyone who went into that district just now, and took a look at the land
fenced in by wire-netting, would see that
inside the fences the grass was 6 inches
long, while outside the ground was as bare as
the floor of the chamber. He thought the
Premier's suggestion to make wire-netting,
whether inside Or outside the prison, was a
sensible ane.
To his (Mr. Cameron's)
mind this was only a 'reasonable way to
deal willi the difficulty, so that people
might have wire-netting at a reasonable
price if they paid Ifor it. I t struck him
that the honorable member for Gunbower
did not know much about rabbits, and he
would invite the honorable member to
spend the holidays with nim to get an
insigh~ into the matter.
Mr. BROMLEY said there was an item
which had not yet been discussed.
It
was" Miscellaneous, £3,200." There was
a certain gentleman, engaged some time ago
on the Butter Commission, conducting the
case for the Government.
He was Mr.
Croker. He believed that gentleman had
received or was to receive sums amounting
to over £4,000, and he wished to know
jf these sums were included in "Miscellaneous," which appeared from time to
time en the Estimates?
Mr. BENT .-Perhaps the honorable member was not here when I said there was
no item on the list tHat was contentious,
and therefore Mr. Croker is not in it.
Mr. BROMLEY said he did not know
whether Mr. Croker was in the list or not.
Mr. BENT.-I 'tell you he is not in it.
Mr. BROMLEY said tc Miscellaneous"
was a very ambiguous term, and he wished
to know what gentlemen were included
under that item, because there waS( no
item which appeared on the Estimates
with regard to this gentleman who had
been retained by the Government for various cases.
Mr. BENTr.-These are not the Estimates. This is a SuHply Bill.
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Mr. BROMLEY said he was well aware
of that fact. The Premier could not bamboozle him by saying that this was a
Supply Bill.
Mr. BENT.-Why do you use such an
atrocious, wretched, treacherous phrase as
that to me?
Mr. BROMLEY said he would point
out that the Premier had used the word
ee treacherous."
The Premier could not
bamboozle him.
:Mr. BENT.-Bamboozle you, indeed!
Mr. BROMLEY said the Premier had
often tried to bamboozle the House.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Wait until the Premier lectures on Friday night.
Mr. BROMLEY ;said he, for one, would
not be bamboozled by having the item
" Miscellaneous" on the list. He did not
care a snap of his fingers Ifor the indignation of the ,honorable gentleman. Some
explanation ought to be given to the House
as to where the monev was going, and for
what purpose it was to be used.
He
wished to know whv it was that payments
of large sums amounting to £4,000 or
£ 5,000 to certain 'persons who had been
engaged for certain purposes did not
appear.
Mr. ELMSL1E.-Whv are they not all
I umped together?
"
Mr. BROMLEY said the whole amount
to be voted might as wen be lumped under
the head of "Miscellaneous," and then
the House could extract from the Government bit by bit information as to what
the expenditure was for.
There were a
number of items which had not been
touched upon, but whichi were of a very
questionable nature.
He was not saying
this because the present Premier was in
office.
He had had occasion to say it
when other Premiers were in power, because the item "Miscell.aneous" wa~ one
which the House should inquire into most
minutelv. There was an item of £3,200
under thl! heading of "Miscellaneous"
in this Bill. Honorable members knew
that Supply came out of the Estimates
ultimately. The Supply Bill was not an
addition to the Estimates, but a portion
of the Estimates which would come before
the House next Tuesday.
Then honorable members would be told this amount
had been expended by the vote, and by
the authority of the House.
Therefore,
every time "these items carne before tht'~
House honorable members had a perfect
righ~ to know in what way the money was
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to be expended.
During his career in
Parliament he had known many :shady
transactions to be perpetrated on account
of the item "Miscellaneous." £1,000
would go on one occasion, probably as
part Ipayment for a. certain case, and
another £1,000 went on .a1lOther Supply
Bill. Thle balance came in on the Estimates, and he thought it was the duty of
honorable members to their constituents and
to the country to watch this expenditure.
£3,200 was a very llarge sum, and honorable members would be told by the Premier in the blandest tones when the Estimates came before t.hJe House, "You had
the Supply BiH before you, and you passed
it without question." He (Mr. Bromley)
was asking a question now, and he thought
he had a right to have some reply from
the Premier when he mentioned one matter
for which hie could find no statement on
the list. He wished some information in
regard to the amount of £4,000 odd which
was to be paid to a certain gentleman for
services rendered.
He knew the amount
which the Government was paying was a
most exaggerated sum compared with the
amount of work that was done.
There
were gentlemen emloloyed in connexion
with the Butter Commission who had
done
as much
work
and
more
than Mr. Croker for about one-fifth
of the sum which Mr. Croker charged.
The Committee were therefore justly entitled to an explanation of where. £3,200
was going to under "MisceHaneous." It
was surely not for pens, ink, paper, and
postage, because all those were provided for
under other items.
Mr. GRAY.-There are about nine miscellaneous items here.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK. - Thev are
in the different Departments.
"
Mr. BROMLEY said he knew the items
for "Miscellaneous" were under different
Departments, and he was' only questioning
the first of them, which was" the largest.
An explanation ought to be given to the
Committee as to how miscellaneous items
involving SUGh a large amount were
expended by the Government.
No doubt
it was quite correct that in many cases it
was almost impossible to define all expenditure without !putting some under miscellaneous, but he knew that large items
had not appeared on the Estimates, and
had been expended without appearing on
the Estimates for costs, which ought to
appear in their proper form, instead of
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being attributed to the expenses of a certain Board. When f4,000 had been paid
to a solicitor for 3ippearing before a Board,
it ought to be set out as: a separate item,
because the public had a right to know.
It never would be known by the Estimates
or Supply Bills presented to the House
how the money was being paid from the
revenue to meet what he considered an
enormous bill for the small amount of
work accomplished.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Does not that proceed
from envy and jealousy on your part?
!Mr. BROMLEY said if the objection
had come from the honorable member somebody might have said it was professional
jealousy, but as he (Mr. 'Bromley~ was
neither a solicitor nor a barrister he did not
speak as a IProfessional man, and he had
a perfect right to ask, in the interests of
the public, how this money was being distributed, and for what purposes.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-I admit you have a perfect right to ask, but you have only an
imperfect right to get an answer.
Mr. BROMLEY said he was well aware
that when Ministers wanted to refrain from
answering very pertinent questions that
might involve them at times in difficulties,
they considered that the wisest policy was to
treat the questions with contempt, and not
to answer them. Usua:Hy, the mare pertinent the questions were, and the more
they probed home to the Government the
less likely the Government were to answer
them.
He hoped the Government would
see their way clear t() enlighten, not only
the Committee, but the public.
There
were many people outside, including a
number of his own constituents, who asked
how this payment had been made, as no
appropriation had ever been made on anv
Supply Bill, or was being made in th~
Estimates for the payment of this sum of
£4,000.
Honorable members had a right
to know in the interests of the country and
. of their own constituents what the facts
were.
Mr. GRAY said he was very glad the
honorable member for Gunbower had drawn
attention to the manufacture of machinery
for wire-netting. He was always at a loss
to know why this scheme had been brought
forward, and from what source it
emanated.
Now the honorable member
for Gunbower had mentioned it, he was
very pleased to know that it had apparently
come from Gippsland. He supposed that
must have been brought about at the time
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when the newspapers were mentioning the
name of the honorable member for Gippsland East as the new Minister of Lands,
and when the honorable member was probabl y starting out to frame his new policy.
If the Premier intended to issue the netting to the people themselves direct, probably he would get rid of a great deal of
netting, and might not get the money back.
quickly, but if he was depending on the
shires to take up the distribution he would
most likely find himself disappointed. He
would suggest, if the Premier would take
it in good part, that the honorable gentleman should send out a circular asking
ever~ shire in the State whether they were
prepared to take advantage of it if the
Government manufactured wire-netting, and
to let it out to the people. If the answers
were satisfactory well and good, but otherwise the scheme would be a dismal fai:lure,
because the shires had experience in the
past of letting out netting, when they had
the greatest difficul,ty in the worrd in
getting the payments in, and nearly every
shire had suffered large loss.
Mr. MURRAy.-It was their own fault
if they lost.
l\.fr. GRAY said in many cases the
shires let netting out to people occupying
Crown lands on lease, and after the netting was put on the land the Crown forfeited the lease, and stuck to the netting,
and the shires never got paid for it.
Mr. l\1uRRAY.-The Crown did not.
Mr. GRAY said there were three or
four cases orf the kind that the honorable
member knew of.
If the Government
manufactured the netting, and it could not
be got out, the effect would be that
£10,000 wortb of machinery would bethrown on the scrap-heap. Until the Pre.. ·
mier got full' informatioo that the shilreso
were willing to assist, it would be footish
for the Government to go on with themanufacture of these machines.
Mr. PRENDERGAST called attention
to the items, " Carriage of agricultural produce, £2,000; carriage of coal, £1,000."
He said ~e wished to bring these questions
under notIce now because a reply would be
expected a~t them on the Estimates in
connexion wi.th the policy o~ the Rail wa y
?ep.artm~nt ill the whble busmess of carrymg In thIS country. The Premier was evidently keeping to his promise to reduce
these votes, because the items for one
month's. Supply ~howed that it was proposed
to credIt the RaIlway Department this year
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with only about £24,000 for the carriage
of agricultural produce, and £I2,000 for
the carriage of coal.
Even then the two
items meant £36,000 for the year, and
something would have to be done about the
matter. I t had been announced that the
New South Wales Railway Department were
going to carry their produce to the sea-board
at a considerably cheaper rate than had
obtained in the past, as against which the
Victorian Railway rates for the carriage
of produce from the border to Melbourne
at present would inevitably lose Victoria
the .Riverina trade, unless redt:;.ctions were
made to retain the business. The Premier
must be alive to the importance of the announcement made within the last week or
two by the New South Wales Railway Derartment. . No special amounts should be
voted to the Railway Department for the
carriage of either coal or agricultural produce, because, on examination, it would be
fot:;.nd that both those items paid handsomely, and that this. money was merely a
bonus or present to the Railway Department for services that might be rendered in
other directions, but which were certainly
not rendered in the direction in which these
extra amounts were being paid.
Discussion would be opened up on this question
later on, and the Premier must acknowledge that information would be required.
He was bringing the matter up now because
it wodd .perhaps not be right to demand
certain figures or returns bearing on it at
the moment that the v were required, and
the mention of the subject now would allow
the Premier time to have the necessary facts
prerared.
It was clear, as the Premier
would admit, that Victoria must not lose
the Riverina trade, and that the State must
take full responsibility to 'prevent so far
as possible the initiation of any system of
bonuses or payments in connexion with the
carriage of articles in New South Wales
that would be against the letter or the
spirit of the Federal COnstitution,. ~d
which would have the effect of depnvmg
Victoria of a portion of the trade that she
held at preSle'l1t. This was a matter that
would seriously jeopardize a large portion
of the business that was being done in Melbourne now, and it would require careful
and immediate consideration.
Postroned
consideration of it meant dead loss.
It
'was only two or three months at the outside
to the commencement of the harvest, and
although wool was running all t~e year
round, the wool season was on agam now,
and Parliament should be in a position to
Mr. Prendergast.
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be able to say that the prodUcers of Victoria in the fight fOr the markets of the
world in wheat and other produce must
not be placed in a worse position than the
people of New SOuth Wales, and that the
Victorian Railway Department must not
be enabled to charge more than was legitimate and just, and so to pLace the Victorian
people who dealt in these articles in a worse
position than those in other rarts of Australia and of the world. This was a serious
question-a matter of public policy.
If
the Chairman of the Railwavs Commissioners declared that certain things could
not be done in the way of reduction of
freight or fares, it became a question for
this Parliament to consider, for Parliament
was the only body to decide how far that
gentleman should be permitted to run the
railways from the point of view merely of
the profit on each article, or whether he
shol.:ld consider the interests of the country
as a whole, and whether Parliament itself.
should step in oVer his head and declare
whether any policy he might adopt was
right or wrong from the stand-.point of the
This
interests of the peorle themselves.
was fairly a question that called for the
intervention of the Minister of Railwavs.
The problem of freights and fares and carriag~ of wheat and other produce, and of
coal, would have to be considered from a
national point of view, and he was bringing
the matter under notice now because it
would come up for discussion on the
Budget, and he desired the Premier to be
prepared with the figures when the time
came.
Mr. BENT said he had to inform the
honorable member for Carlton, who was
not now present, as a cOurteous reply to
the honorable member's very COurteous question, that no portion of the item " Miscellaneous (Chief Secretary's Department),
£3,200," would be paid to Mr. Croker-not a penny of it.
Mr. GAUNSON said reference had been
made by the honorable member for Gun..:
bower to the employment of prisoners in
the manufactt:.'l'e of wire-netting. The question of the employment of prisoners was a
big one, and deserved some consideration.
H~ had had his eye on it some time, and
as: he was an omnivorous reader of law reports-Mr. BENT.-I may inform you and the
honorable member for Gunbower that there
is not a penny on these Estimates for that
item.
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Mr. GAUNSON asked if the Premier 1906-7," and moved that it be read ,a first
referred to prison labour?
time.
Mr. BENT.-Not a penny.·
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
Mr. GAUNSON asked why the Premier was read a first time.
did not tell the hooorable member for GunMr. BENT movedbower so?
That the Bill be read a second time.
Mr. BENT.-I suppose he can say what
The motion was agreed to.
he likes,a...l1d you can do the same.
The Bill was then read a second time
Mr. GAUNSON said he only wanted to and committed-Mr. Bromley in· the chair.
fortify the Premier in his notion o.femClause I was agreed to.
ploying prisoners out of doors.
On clause 2, making available the sum
Mr. BENT .-There is no sum on these voted by the Legislative Assembly,
Estimates for :prison labour.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he wished to
Mr. GAUNSON said he had some very know whether the Chairman could give any
valuable information on the subject~ and information with regard to the items of
might not be able to unburden him~lf of " Miscellaneous. " V" as there any possiit at another time. He thought It was bility of discovering what those items were?
most pertinent to give that informatio.n He heard one honorable merpber say that
now but if the Premier thought that hIS they amounted to over £3,000.
(Mr: Gaunson's) observations wou!d be
The ACTIN'G CHAIRMAN (Mr. BROMmore pertinent on the general EstImates,
LEY).-I
must refer the leader of the Oppohe would reserve them until then.
sition to the Treasurer, whQ has charge of
Mr. BENT.-Of course they will.
the finances.
The motion was agreed to, and the resoThe clause was agreed to.
lution was reported to the House.
The Bill was reported without amendMr. BENT movedment, and the report was adopted.
That the resolution arrived at in Committee of
On the motion of Mr. BENT, the Bill
Supply be adopted.
was then read a third time.
He said he had omitted, when in Committee, to refer to the question of the
SOUTH AFRICA CONTINGENTS
freights on coal and grain, which had bee? PENSIONS ACT 1905 AMENDMENT
brought up by the leader of the OPPOSIBILL.
tion. He wished to inform the honorable
Mr. BENT moved the second reading of
member that he intended on the Estimates
this Bill. He said-This is a Bill of an
to speak most decidedly on that question.
urgent character, and I will ask honorable
The resolution was adopted.
members to put. it through to-day.
The
WAYS AND MEANS.
schedule to the Act provided for the payThe House having resolved itself into ment of pensions to the sons and daughters
of deceased members of the contingents up
Committee of Ways and Means,
to the ages of fourteen and sixteen reMr. BENT movedspectively. While the measure was before
That, towards making go?d the supply granted
to His Majesty for the serVIce of the year 1906-7, the Assembly ,a; clause was inserted providthe sum of £379,343 be granted out of the Con- ing fur the ages to be raised to sixteen and
solidated Revenue of Victoria.
eighteen, but the schedule was not amended
The motion was agreed to, and the reso- to accord with that. This Bill does that.
The amendment is rendered necessary, belution was reported to the House.
cause payment cannot be continued beyond
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE BILL
the dares specified in the schedule to the
(No.4).
Act. I think there are two families menThe resolution passed in Committee of tioned in the schedule. Their names ,are
Ways and Means was considered and Jessie Gordon Grant, George Stewart
Grant, Louisa Maria Victoria Grant, Lilian
adopted.
Authority having been given to Mr. Bent Stella Grant, Herbert Leopold Brent, Isaand Mr. Swinburne to introduce a Bill to bella Blanche Brent, Charles Reginald
Brent, ,and Florence Pearl Brent.
darry out the resolution,
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I have no obMr. BENT brought up a Bill" to apply jection to this Bill, but I would like to
out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum know how it is tHat there are only two
of £379,343 to the service of the year families embraced in the schedule?
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1\lr. BENT. - I am told that only two
families are affected b~ it.
Mr. PREKDERGAST.-There are a
number of cases with regard to which a
solemn pledge was given by the people ill
authority at the time, and full attention has not been given to that pledge.
r do not know. whether it is altogether just
to brinO' up cases, seeing that an error in
the
has caused this Bill to be brought
before the House. I do not want to do
an injustice to anyone on the list, and
it would be proper to give some consideration to those who are entitled to consideration and have not received it.
Mr. BENT.-I met the honorable member for Williamstown one nigh.t, an.d I think
I fixed up all the cases.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-I understood
so.
Mr. MACKINNON. - Not all of them.
There are some left out.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOcK.-That had nothing to do with this list j that was the
China Contingent.
1\1r. BENT.-I will look into the matter.
PRENDERGAST.-That is all
Mr
right: then. No one wants. to repud.iate
anv barO'ain made at that partIcular penod.
Those '~ho were opposed to the war, and
who are stronger now in that opinion, hold
that the men who went there to fight for
the Empire should receive the consideration thev were promised at that time-the
full consideration. We cannot afford to
be mean in such cases. It is a reflection
on the British flag to see a number of men
who have taken part in the wars of ~he
Empire going about on crutches or WIth
wooden legs in the asylums, when the.y
should be placed in a much better POSItion at the expense of the taxpa~·~rs. It
is a reflection on us. I do not thmk any
members of the Labour P arty wish to see
the slightest injustice done to apy of these
men... but rather to see their cases rec?gnised to the fullest extent. I should hke
to have some explanation of the particular
cases mentioned in the schedule, ?ut I
know whv the Bill has been brought m. I
shall have to rest content with the statement of the Premier that. he will give full
consideration to an v case, and will carry
out anv promise made.
Mr. BENT .--Before doing anything I will
report the matter to the House.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Some of these
men have not been treated fairly. I know
a man who for months and months could
not receive any consideration, although

Act

Contingents

blind.
The medical report stated that
his blindness came from one cause, while
the man himself attributed it to the war.
Mr. BENT.-I dealt with that case.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Yes j but it
should not have taken so long to deal with.
r think the man got only lOS. a week.
Mr. BENT .-1 think it was 20S.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I believe he is
dead now. The promise made to these
people should be carried out to the full
extent, and they should be treated with a
little more consideration than absolute justice, for absolute justice does not allow for
any exhibition of feeling or heart. They
should be fully recompensed for the action
they took ,in protecting us. 1 do not think
they did much to protect us, but they were
under that impression. We cannot place
the responsibility on the shoulders of those
who were foolish enough to precipitate the
war.
Mr. McGREGOR.-I was pleased to
hear the Premier state by interjection that
he would deal with the cases of some of
the men who went with the China Contingent.
Mr. BENT .-1 did not say that, because
I do not know anything about i~.. 1 said
I would consider any cases, but before
doing anything would report to the House.
Mr. McGREGOR.-I desire to bring
under the honorable gentleman's notice the
case of a man named Herbert Lock, who
went awav with the China Contingent, and
was incapacitated from work.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member is hardly in order, for this Bill deals
with the South African Contingents only.
I do not thin.k any other Contingent can
be brought into this debate.
Mr. McGREGOR.-I only desire to
bring under the Premier's notice-The SPEAKER.-The honorable member will have plenty of other opportunities
of doing so.
IVlr. COLECHIN.-I am glad to see
that the Premier has recognised the -services that these men performed for the
Empire. The services of these men should
be recognised in fhis country, as well as,
or even better than, they would be in the
old country. A writer, speaking of the
men who were asked to enlist as soldiers,
saidNot to reckon one leg shattered, two ribs broken,
one eye lost?
'Fore I went on such a venture I should stop
and count the cost.
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These men did not stop to count the cost,
but went at the call. I hope the Premier
will see his way to fully recognise the services of these men.
Mr. SANGSTER.-The Government are
tryin,g to do what other 'Governments promised to do, and this Bill only seeks to
carry_ out what the Government intended to
do in the previous measure. Th~re are
cases that deserve to be bro~ght under the
notice of the Government. I have a case
in mv mind of a very able man, who went
awav. and returned partly crippled. He
is able to work a little, but is not quite
equal to the hard manual labour he is now
doing. He is working for the Government
on the West Melbourne swamp. He holds
good credentials from a mining man.ager,
and he tried to get into the Mines Department as an inspector, but a man outside was
taken on in preference. This man said,
" If I am not qualified and fit for the position tell me so." The Department did not
say he was not qualified, but he did not
get the position.
Mr. BENT.-You know that the Public
Service Commissioner makes these appointments.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I am aware of that.
Mr. BENT.-I wish 'you would tell me
how to do it, and I would put on a friend
or two.
Mr. SANGSTER.-This man is not able
to do the work he is now doing, and he
has a wife and family, who 'have been
prettv well starvin,g. This should not be.
He had to wheel a barrow. on a plank, but
had to knock off on account of the accident to his leg in the war. He applied to
the Mines Department to get some work
similar to that he was doing before he
went awav. I know the Premier would
do anvthing he could for t'hes~ people.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I wish I knew how
to get billets in the Public Service. Although I am the representative for the
Public Officers, I ~have never discovered
the wav in which these things are jockeyed.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-That has nothing to do with this Bill.
~1r. GAUNSON.-I did not know that
the honorable member was the Speaker.
The honorable member has a pecufiar w~y
of usurping the functions of the Chair.
One member mentioned that he knew how
to get men into the Public Service. A poor
man, "vho was a returned soldier, came to
me-Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-fs the
honorable member in order, Mr. Speaker,

Amendment Bill.

in discussing how men can get into the
Public Service?
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member is relating his experiences of a returned
soldier from South Africa. He might be
within his rights if he chose to move an
amendment. I cannot stop him at present,
but I do not intend to allow any member to
go outside the Bill.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Tliat is right. I am
sure you, Mr. Speaker, would not allow the
honor-able member for Allandale to attempt
to lord it over you. That being the case,
we have heard enough of that honorable
member for the night. I desire to refer to
the case of an unfortunate returned soldier,
who, I think, is in the hospital now. I got
a letter from him asking me to go to see him,
but as I thought he only wanted to make
some excuses or apologies for not returning
money that I gave to him-it was not a
case of a loan-I thought it was unnecessary
to put the unfortunate fellow to the trouble
of any such explanation. His name is
Thomson, and I understand he was one of
three brothers. He was employed after he
came from South Africa on some temporary work in a public department.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Did this par.
ticular soldier come £rom China or South
Africa?
Mr. GAUNSON.-Let every tub stand
on its own bottom.
The SPEAKER.-I would ask for an
assurance from the honorable member that
this man was in South Africa.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Yes j he was very
much in the South African War, for he
got a shot in the stomach and a shot in
'the leg, and he nad two brothers killed.
That man was to all intents and purposes
rendered unfit to earn his livelihood by
ordinary manual labour. I saw him employed. I thought his lot had been cast in
unpleasant places. I thinK he joined the
Scottish Regiment, and he went to work in
that fashion, still showing the soldierly
spirit. That is a case which strikes home
to me. The poor man got out of employment afterwards, ,and that is why, with
great proprietv, I have fiollowed up the
observations of the honorable member who
said he knows how places are got in the
Public Service. I wish I knew, so as to
be in the position of doing this unfortunate individual a good tu'm. This man
served for and bled for his country. It
was this countrv for the time being which
chose to send him forth: with most exaggerated promises, one would say, of the
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fullest intent to take care ofl him physically, mentally, and spiritually, so that
neither his soul nor his bodv should be
damned. Therefore, with all my heart I
wish 1 knew some way by which this poor
mall, who has not been provided for by
the Government, should receive some consideration.
Mr. SANGSTER.-The la.w says they shall
have the first claim.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-That is an
amendment of the Public Service Act, and
ha.s nothing to do with the Pensions Act.
.Mr. GAUNSON.-I do not know anything about the Pensions Act or the Public
Service Act. 1 am difficult in my understanding; I am not so bright or intelligent
as the honorable member for Allandale. I
do not wish to be understood as making
these observations for the purpose of inferentially suggesting any complaint against
the Premier. I think the honorable gentleman has done well, but I think, if he
took the matter a little more home, he
might see his way - it is not too lateto appoint some person, or even a Board, to
wham all persons who had been injured
w'hile on service in South Africa, might
go, so that i£ they were really unable to
work for their living like ,an ordinary man,
they could make application. If they
proved their case I have no doubt that the
Legislature of this country, even including
the honorable member for Allandale, would
see that justice was done to them.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-The honorable member is forgetting that the Premier
constituted himself a Board, with the consent of this House, and he did his work
well.
Mr. GAUNSON.-The Premier is ,a
good fighting man. He is the best " fuzzywuzzy" in the House, but I do not think he
can give the necessary time to all the claims
that will arise for consideration. I hope
the Premier will give that a little consideration. I do not think it would be fair to
ask him to make a promise now, but it is
not desirable to thrust fllese people out in
the cold because, by reason ofl their
modesty or some other motive, they nave
not Dushed their claims.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
Mr. BENT.-I ,',rant to make this a matter of urgency, and put it through all
stages.
The Bill having been gonE: through, was
reported without amendment.

Suppression Bill.

On the motion tliat the Standing Orders
be suspended to allow the report to be considered this day,
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that
the Speaker would notice he was not
objecting.
The SPEAKER.-I understand it is by
leave.
The motion was agreed to} and the report was adopted.
On the motion of Mr. BENT, the Bil1
was then reaa a third time.
Mr. BENT remarked that, on behalf of
these poor men, he had to thank honorable
members for allowing this Bill to go through
as a matter of urgency.
He UTIderstood
that he would be now authorized to pay the
money.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - What about the
other House?
GAMING SUPPRESSION BILL.
The House went into Committee for the
further consideration of this Bill.
Discussion was resumed on clause 2, containing the definition of terms used in the
Bill, and on Mr. Anstey's amendmentThat the following words be inserted:
" , Place' means anything, anywhere, at any
time."

Mr. BENT stated that there appeared to
be an impression that an amendment carried
in the Bill last week would rrevent betting
on race-courses. He had an amendment,
which he would propose later on as a new
clause to follow clause 2 I, and this new
clause would make the matter as plain as
possible. It providedNotwithstanding anything contained in Part
IV. of the Police Offences Act 1890, or in this
Act, the fact of persons betting by way of
wagering on any licensed race-course during the
holding of a race-meeting thereon, shall not be
a contravention of the said part of this Act,
and shall not be a ground for such race-course,
or any part thereof, being deemed or declared
a common -gaming house.

The CHAIRMAN.-Of course, there is
an amendment before the ,Chair.
Mr. BENT remarked that he had been
asked by the Chief Secretary to mention
that this amendment was to be moved.
Sir ALEXANDER- PEACOCK.-It has not
been circulated.
Mr. BENT said he understood the
amendment had not been circulated. He
had made this announcement at the present
stage, so that honorable members might
understand what was proposed, and so that
they would be aware, before they recommenced the discussion as to the definition of
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the word I I place," what the Government
intended to submit.
If this amendment
was not strong enough to make it clear that
betting would be allowed on race-courses,
other words could be used.
Mr. SANGSTER. - And only on racecourses?
Sir ALEXANDER PEAcocK.-And no betting before races?
Mr. BENT said betting on race-cot.:.rses
would not be prevented.
Mr. WARDE.-But it will be prevented
everywhere else?
Mr. COLECHIN.-Will it be from sunrise
to sunset, or when a bell rings?
Mr. WARDE.-If there is a football match
ora cricket match, will it be an offence to
bet? Surely the public have a right to
know.
Mr. BENT said he was confining the
matter at f'resent to what he had stated,
as there had been a difficulty. Statements
were made at that great !Ileeting of the
racing people yesterday.
They did not
know what they were talking about, although they professed to understand racing.
Their game was ,00 get in a clause by which
the V.R.C. would have control.
They
had a lawsuit just now, and wanted to get
over that, and so they told everybody that
betting on race-oourses was not to be allowed. The Chief Secretary had not told
him what was the position with regard to
cricket matches and football matches, but
the Committee had not got to that yet.
However, as far as race-course betting was
concerned, it would be permitted on the
course. No doubt the Chief Secretary would
be able to explain when he had got hi.s
papers ready.
Mr. BAILE S said if he was in order
he would like to draw the attention of the
Premier to a:IlI article in the Argus this
morning, headed I I Ministerial Amendments," with a sub-head, I I Race-courses
not Specially Exempt."
The CHAIRMAN .-Of course, there is
an amendment before the Chair.
The
Premier rose, I took it, to make a personal explanation, and to explain the procedure the Government intended to adopt
in regard to other matters. The amendment before the Chair, moved by the honorable member for Brunswick, is to insert
the following words in clause 2:-

graph of the artide he was referring to
saidThe amendments contain no definition of the
word" place," specially exempting race-courses,
so that, as the Bill stands, the only permission
to bet on race-courses is contained in the common law.

Not having any legal knowledge, it seemed
to his lay-mind that that meant that the
position, as far as betting on 'race-courses
was concerned, would be the same as at
the present time.
Mr. GAUNSoN.-Worse than ever.
Mr. BAILES said. therefore, no clause
was required in the Bill to entitle people
to bet on the race-courses on days when
horse-racing was bein.g held. Perhaps the
Chief Secretary would be able to give a
fuNer explanation.
The amendment of
the honorable member !for Brunswick w.as
to define the word " place," and the effect
of the amendment proposed bv the honorable member for Brunswick last Friday
morning, and agreed to by the Govemment, was to S!trike out certain words in
one of the clauses of the Bill which provided that the word "place" would not
apply to a race-course upon days on which
race meetings were being held. The general
impression that went forth was that that
amendment would ptrevent betting altogether, and that there could be no betting
even upon a race-course upon the day of
a race meeting.
That was the general
impression outside. The Premier had made
a: statement this afternoon, and had read
a dause whicbt he intended to propose.
He (Mr. Bailtes) understood that by that
new cla'llse it was intended to make -it clear
that people could bet on a race-course on
a day when races were being held. The
paragraph in the Ar~us saidThe only permission to bet on race-courses
is contained in the common law.

Mr. GAUNsoN.-What?
Mr. SWINBURNE.-They should have
consulted their lawyer before publishing
that.
Sir ALEXAND;ER PEACOCK.-That was
written at midnight when he was tired.
Mr. BAILES said he was asking for an
explanation of this matter. He wa.s sure
he had derived as much information and
~.nowledge as to the meaning of many of
the cl'auses in the Bill from t::Ire press as
from any of the explanations given at the
Place means anything, anywhere, at any time. table.
Mr. BENT .-It is simply ltike your own
Mr. BAILES said he would confine
himself to the amendment. The last para- amendments.
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Mr. BAILES said he had only one. It
was a new clause.
Mr. BENT.-What about the one about
the " doggies " ?
Mr. GAUNSON rose to a point of
order.
He submitted that nothing could
be more disorderly than for an honorable
member to insinuate that hJe had derived
no more information from the table than
he had derived from the press.
Sucha:
statement meant that the honorable member had derived no information at all. It
was an imputation that he had received no
information from Ministers.
Mr. BENT .-He said he had received no
in1formation from the table, not the Ministers.
Mr. BAILES said he had brought up
the question whether betting was to be
absolutely restricted or semi-legalized, as
far as horse-racing was concerned.
The
Premier had read a new clause to-day,
and he (Mr. Bailes) took it that honorable
members would have that clause in print
before they were asked to consider it.
Otherwise it might be a very dangerous
thing. Would the effect 0:£1 the new clause
that was read bv the Premier be that betting upon any form of sport whatever, except on horse-races on race-courses on days
the horse-races were conducted, would be
prohibited?
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Yes.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-You can
bet on anything you like on a race-comse.
Mr. BAILE S asked if the new clause
which had been read bv the Premier were
carried, would people ·be liable to arrest
for betting at coursing matches, football
matches, bicycle races, foot races, or even
boat races? . This was a matter which was
troubling him. As he had said before, he
did not care w})ether there was any betting
or not, but he did not see why all the
legislative talent of this State -should be
brought into play for the purpose of allowing people to gamble in one particular
direction.
Of the whole of the betting
which took place in Victoria to-day fully
80 per cent. wa'S on horse-racing, and honorable members were legisJating now, and
had had a very long sitting-although he
was pleased to say the discussions had been
tolerably pleasant and without any heat
-for the purpose of prohibiting 20 per
cent. of the betting, and virtually legalizing 80 per cent. That was not what the
people outside wanted, neither was it what
the members of the Assembly were anxious
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to obtain. What honorable members were
desirous of obtaining, and what the people
were desirous of them doing, was limiting
and restricting betting. He did not think
it was possible to suppress it entirely,
but limita:tions that would do some good
might be imposed. It seemed that all the
work was to limit the smaller amount of
betting, and legalize the greater amount.
If honorable members were to say they
would stop betting on horse-racing, which
amounted to 80 per cent. of the betting,
they would be doing something to limit the
amount of gambling, but they were going
to make the betting which was comparatively harmless illiegal.
There was an
Act on the statute-book at the present time
which provided that people who organized
sports might have the p9wer by comph'int;
with the law to prohibit betting.
That
was frequently done.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-It is more honoured in
the breach than in the observance.
Mr. BAILES said whether that was so
or not, he had no hesitation in saving that
this was a provision that should be
enacted-Mr. GAUNSON.-You see you are not the
only pebble on th.e beach.
Mr. BAILES said he would be very
sorrv to be on the Gaunsonian beach. He
wouid be very miserable indeed there.
In one or two places within the last week
very strong feeling had been got up amongst
the promoters of sports meetings, when
originally at the initial meetings resolutions
were carried that there should- be no bookmakers or betting allowed, and subsequently
at larger meetings, called speciallv for the
purpose--in one case it was almost a public
meeting-the resolutions of the previous
meetings had been rescinded bv overwhelming majorities, and it had been decided to
permit betting at these particular sports.
These people were given power under
Statute to say whether they would have
betting or not. He did not know that there
was any great crime in two men who were
watching a cricket or football match making
a bet. No doubt a .great many members
would be watching the boat-racing on the
Yarra on Saturday afternqon next, and if
one chose to bet with another, whether a
large or small amount, as to which of the
boat's crews would come in first, it was a
most iniquitous and cruel law that would
give a policeman power to arrest both of
those men without warrant, simply because
they were betting-. Could not the Premier
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and the honorable gentlemen who were associated with him in this Bill see their
way clear, instead of devoting a large
amount of time to passing legislati~n to
enable the gamblers to play it for all it
was worth on the race-course, rather to
allow the law to stand as it was at present, so far as all the other healthy sports
of the State were concerned? He was putting this question now so that before the
Committee reached the consideration of
the clause the Premier read, the Government might be able to see their way to
allow some alteration in it that would give
effect to the views he 'had just expressed.
Mr. MACKEY said the honorable member had put a question to the Government
very fairly, and was entitled to an answer,
as to what would be the effect in a certain direction if this Bill became law. The
honorable member's question in substance
was: "While betting is at present lawful
(using the term in its widest sense) in
many places, is jt proposed to say that
it is to be unlawful everywhere except on
race-courses ?"
The honorable member
asked shortly, "Is betting by this Bill to
be prohibited everywhere except on racecourses ?"
Mr. J. W. BILI,.SON (Fitzroy).-Or gambling?
Mr. MACKEY said he did not think
gambling was relative, but he would deal
with that matter afterwards if the honorable member wished. The Bill as it was
at present only prohibited bett.ing anywhere
at all in two clauses. The first was in
clause 21, which, cutting down. the wording, said that any place used principally
for the purpose of enabling persons to bet
therein. or any place occupied by a company or club, having for its principal object, or one of its principal objects, the enabling of shareholders or members thereof
to make wagers or bets, &c., should be a
commOn ,gaming house. That clause practicall,;, said that if betting was carried on
in any place which was used principally
for the purpose of betting, that place
should be a common gaming house. That
provision, so far, did not apply to any
race-course, or to any pl.ace where, for example, a cricket match 'was conducted.
Mr. WATT.-Or a street.
Mr. MACKEY said street was another
maJtter, already provided for by another
Act. Clause 21 did not refer to any of
the matters specified by the honorable member for Bendigo East. It did not prohibit
betting at sports, or on any race-course,
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or at coursing matches, pigeon matches, or
anything of that kind. It simply said that
any place used principally for the purposes
of betting should be a common gaming
house, and therefore, since these contests
were the primary object of the gatherings,
the first oortion of clause 21 did not cover
them, nor did the second. Therefore, clause
21 did not apply to sports gatherings, and
it did not apply- to race-courses of any
kind.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Then what is the meaning of "elsewhere" in clause 21?
Mr. MACKINNoN.-That refers to settlement. . The bet is made elsewhere.
Mr. MACKEY said the answer given by
the honorable member for Prahran was the
one that he would have given, in perhaps
a much longer way. Clause 21 said that
if anv place was used principally for the
purpose of betting, or for paying over
money relative to betting, whether the bet
was made there or elsewhere, such place
should be deemed to be a common gaming
house.
Mr. MACKINNoN.-That is obvious.
Mr. 'GAUNSON.-Does the word "principallv" make any alteration in the existing law?
Mr. MACKEY said he thought it did.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Then your Bill is
going to be principally a farce after all.
There is no place principally for betting.
Mr. MACKEY said the honorable member, if he would allow him first to answer
the question, could make anv comment
afterwards on the purposes of the Bill.
.
Mr. BOYD.-Do you not propose to alter
the word " elsewhere, ') to allow bets
made on race-courses to be paid in the
city?
.
Mr. MACKEY said the clause had been
altered in the direction the honorable member indicated. In clause 58 there was dl1
amendment of the Street Betting Suppression Act. Without going into that Act fully
he might state that certain bets or wagers
were prohibited if made in streets, and
" street" was used in the widest possible
sense; but in that Act it was declared that the
word "street" should not include houses
and race-courses. Sub-clause (I) of clause
58 qualified the meaning of " race-courses."
In the case of horse races it was only to
apply on the day Otn which a racing competItIOn was to take place, but jn answer to a
question. the Premier some time last week
informed the Committee that sub-clause (I)
of clause 58 would be eliminated, so that
it might be regarded as cut out. Therefore
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the only clause in the Bill which dealt
with the place where betting was conducted
was clause 21. It did not apply to any
race-course or to a place where bicycle races
or sports of any kind were held. Therefore, when the question was asked, "Are
the Government prohibiting betting anywhere?" the answer was, "No."
When
they were asked, "Are you prohibiting
places where betting is carried on?" the
Government said, " Only in clause 21."
Mr. J. 'V. BILLSON (Fiizroy).-That
means yes?
Mr. ·MACKEY.-Yes as to clause 21.
1\1r. ANSTEY.-That means everywhere
blli; on a race-course.
j\1r. MACKEY said it did not. Private
houses "muld still-Mr. J. W. BILLS ON (Fitzrov).-It means
"Are you prohibiting betting?" " No."
"Are you prohibiting betting?" "Yes."
Mr. MACKEY said there were two things
recognised by the existing law.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-I hope that Mr. Billson
understands it.
Mr . WATT.-The explanation is clear for
those who want to understand.
Mr. l\lACKEY said the honorable member for the Public Officers h.ad alluded to
betting on the result of an election. That
wa':) absolutely illegal under the existing
law.
l\1r. GAUNSON.-Only between voters in
that constituency; so hew can you say it is
absolutely illegal?
Mr. MACKEY said such a bet was a;bsolutely illegal in itself, no matter where
made.
There were two points-" Is the
dealing itself illegal, or is the house where
it is made a common gaming house, because
it is so made there?" The present comm:on
law said that while betting in general was
not illegal, if it was so conducted in a place
as to become a public nuisance the person
occupving or owning that place was liable
to be ·indicted for carrying on a public nuisance.
:Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Then
clause 21 changes the public nuisance into
a place used principallv for betting.
Mr. MACKEY said it extended the illeg~t1ity.

r.
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wa~ sitting on a jury--one of the highest
functions a citi2ejIl! could perform-and evidence was given as to what took place in a
club, the honorable member would have to
say as, a juryman not what the ostensible
objoot of the club was, but whether that
club was used principally for the object of
betting.
Mr. WILKINS.-Is not that creating a
great difficulty?
.
Mr. WARDE.-Don't you give the Judges
of the Supreme Court power to declare

tha.t?

Mr. MACKEY said a person might be
indicted for carrying on a oommon gaming
house, and then it became a matter for a
jury. As he indicated, that would apply
equally to clause 21. Therefore, if the
Government were asked, "Do you make
betting illegal?" the answer was "No."
1\nd that answer applied anywhere.
If
they were asked further, " Is any place to
be put under a ban because betting is carried on there?" the Government said, " The
place is referred to in clause 2 I. "
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-You do
not say "Yes" or "No," but simply
"Look at 21."
Mi!. MACKEY said clause 21 was the
clause he had referred to. The honorable
member for Bendigo East asked specifically",
"Is betting on race-courses prohibited?"
The answer was, "No." Then the honorable
member asked, " Is betting at sports meetings prohibited by this Bill?" The answer
was "No." He did not know whether he had
conveyed his meaning to the honorable mem~
ber.
Mr. BAILES said he had mentioned on
previous occasions, and had been supported
by cheers all round the Chamber, that when
references were made to sections of other
Acts of Parliament those sections should be
printed in full, so that honorable members
might realize at a glance what the effect
of the proposed amendment was. Clause 17
saidIn Part IV. of the Police OffenceI' Act 1890
and in this division the word "place" wherever
occurring shall mean any place whatsoever
whether within a building or not whether upon
land or water and whether private property or
otherwise.

~Ir.
W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-If you He would call the attention of the Minuse a pl,ace, say a club, principally for ister of Lands to the fact that the definition
:lm:thing else vou rna v bet there till further of the word "place" in this clause applied
orders. so 10nOg as you can prove that the not only to Division 2 of this Bill, but also
primary object of the club is something to Part IV. of the Police Offences Act.
Then, clause 18 went on to sayelse.
Mr. MACKEY said it would be a ma.tAny member of the police force may at any
tel' for a jury. If the honorable member time without warrant arrest any person found
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playing or betting by way, of wagering C!r gaming in any street road or hlg,hway or pubhc 'p~ace
or open place in contraventiOn of the provlSlOns
of section 47 of the Police Offences Act 1890'

l\{r. MACKEY said that was true, but
manv things were done which were not
within the law, or which were very doubtful
law.
Mr. BAILEs.-Then there is no fear of
a person being arrested for making a wager
anywhere he likes, except in a common gaming house.
Mr. MACKEY.-Precisely.
MT. SOLLY.-How would that apply to
a .rifle range?
Mr. MACKEY said that betting was
perfectly lega.l at a rifle ranlge, and would
remain perfectly" legal if this Bill became
law.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not wonder
that honorable members, himself included,
experienced the very greatest difficulty in
understanding the betting law. The House
of Lords in the year I899, after hearing
arguments extending over several days, took
nine months to chew over their judgment in
the case of the Kempton Park race-course.
In that case Lord Halsbury, the Lord
Chancellor, saw no distinction between a
bookmaker and any other man who was not
a bookmaker.
It took those Judges nine
months to say whether a particular enclosure
was not a "place." The~ eventually decided that it was a "place," but they decided that persons betting within that enclosure were not the owners of it-th30t they
were not pursuing any business, but that
they were practically pursuing pleasure .. If
it took the Judges nine months to decide that
case, was it any wonder that a body of
gentlemen who had not been bred up to
the law. and had very little experience of
the law as to bettinp:, were unable, after
an all-night sitting" to understand the subject, especially having regard to the complaint made bv the honorable member for
Bendillo East that they did not have before them a copy of the law as it existed
at the present time? The :Minister of
Lands exnlained that clause 18 had nothing
to do with the question of betting on racecourses, or with the question of betting
anywhere. It did not mention the word
" place" at all. The magic words in
clause 18 were the words" public place or
open place," which were phrases utterly
different and distinct from the word" place. "
The clause provided that wherever section
47 of the Police Offences Act was offended
a.gainst the constables might arrest without
warrant. At the present time they could
not do that legally, but they did do it,
a~d the iustices were such profound lawyet's that they generally held that the

Though the Minister had made it perfectly clear that there was no intention either
in the clauses deali'tlg with race-courses
or in clause 2 I to make it illegal or an
offence to bet at a football match or cricket
match, or at any of the other avenues of
sport at which betting had ta.ken place, and
would continue to take place, no matter
whether honorable members adopted this
Bill or one fifty times as strong, he (Mr.
Bailes) would be glad if the Minister would
kindlv explain whether clauses 17 and 18
did not give power to any policeman to
arrest anyone who made a bet at any of
these places.
Mr. MACKEY said that clause 17 probablv did extend the meaning .of the words
"public place or open place," as used in
section 47 of the Police Offences Act, and
the words "public place" as used in the
Police Offences Act applied to a race-course.
Mr. BAILES.-To a race-course only?
Mr. MACKEY.-No j but it included
race-course. Clause 18 did not mak~ anything an offence that was not already an
offence under section 47 of the Police
Offences Act. It only gave a remedy. It
said, "If you have been guilty of an offence
under section 47, then if this Bill becomes
law vou may be arresfed without warrant."
Mr. BAILES.-Is clause 17 the same as
section 47 of the Police Offences Act"?
Mr. MACKEY.-No. Section 47 contained the word "place," and clause 17
probablv affected that. It was the betting
referred to in section 47-that was, betting
Or wagering by means of instruments--that
was dealt with in the clause, and betting
of that kind was illegal now. It was not
bettin[ as commonly understood, but that
class of betting was an offence already, even
if committed on a race-course.
Mr. BAILES.-I suppose it includes the
thimble and the pea, a.nd that sort of
thing.
Mr. MACKEY.-Yes. Clause 18 did
not create anv new offence. It only gave
a rapid orocedure for existing offences. If
clause 18 became law, and a person was
found betting with instruments, then, instead of having to go to a justic~ of the
peare to get it warrant, the offender could
be arrested without a warrant.
Mr. BAILEs.-The police do that now.
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constables had done quite right. Clause 18
merel v proposed to make lawful that which
at the present time was done, although it
wa.s contrary' to the law. But he dissented
in toto from the explanation wfiich the Minister of Lands had previously given to the
Committee of the effect of clause 2 I. He
thought that that explanation was altogether
wrong, and he would proceed to show why.
If the word" elsewhere" in clause 21 were
eliminated there might be something in the
Minister's explanation, but, according to
clause 21" read in conjunction with clause
I7, because by clause I7 the word
"place " - ;\1r. ]. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-That
would include a race-course.
Mr. GAUNSON said that dause 21 as
framed, and before it was altered by the
amendment of the honorable member for
E runswick, would prevent that state of
thil'lgs arising. The final words of clause
2 I were, (( In this section the word ( place'
does not include a race-course during the
holding of a race meeting thereon." Those
words had been struck out, and it followed that the word (( place" did include a. race-course. How: could the Minister of Lands get away from that? Let
members look at the words in clause
2 I,
(( which
is used princpally for
the purpose of enabling persons to bet
therein with one another, or to payor rec€'ive money or valuable consideration in
respect of anv bets, whether made in such
house, office, room, or place, or elsewhere."
The original language used by the honorable member for Brunswick in his amendment was not a bit more nonsensical. The
honorable member said a place should mean
(( Anything, everything, anywhere, everywhere, any time, all time, and such
a place as no place shall not exist either in
law or in fact."
Mr. WARDE.-A verv good definition.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Splendid!
Mr. WARDE.-It would not take the
Courts nine months to settle what a place
was with that definition.
Mr. GAUNSON said no Court in the
world could get over those words.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-And for
that reason it is ruled out of order as being
frivolous.
Mr. GAUNSON said it was not unreasonable that the Chairman should take
that view at first blush, for the words
looked like a derision of the clause. On
second consideration they seemed to come
out all rifTht. He principally rose to point
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out that he felt the Chairman was in a
great difficulty at present. There was no
question before the Chair-The CHAIRMAN.-Yes, there is. There
is an amendment that the words (( Place
means anything, anywhere, at any time"
be inserted.
Mr. GAUNSON said the clause the Government were about to produce provided
that race-courses were not to be wiped out.
He felt there was a good deal of valuable
time being lost, and he wanted now to
proceed to argue the momentous amendment of the honorable member for Brunswick in a 'high I y philosophical and judicial
spirit.
Mr. BOYD.-I thought you were going
to sit down.
Mr. GAUNSON said the Government
had shown that they had bitten off more
than thev could chew; they were now beginning to see that they had drifted rapidly
into a terrible whirlpool. The Government
purposed saying, in the best legislative language they could find, that betting on racecourses should be permitted. At present
it was rather doubtful whether it was legal.
If a bookmaker in the bird-cage stood on
a box owing to wet weather, it would be
a place, and he would be guilty of illegal
betting.
Mr. SOLLY.-Suppose 'he went up in a
balloon.
Mr. GAUNSON said it would be legal
to bet in a balloon, because it would be
neither on land nor on sea. It would be
" between the devil and the deep sea." The
Government proposed to legalize betting.
The Premier always delighted to be in
good company.
Mr. ELMsLIE.-He is trying to work the
oracle now.
Mr. BENT (to Mr. Gaunson). - What
clause are vou on?
Mr. GAUNSON.-On anything and
everxthing. He was going to stick very
close to the amendment, and he hoped the
Chairman would be very strict with him.
If he offended it would be with knowledge, because he had been a Chairman
of Committees. The Premier admitted that
he desired that there should be no objection taken to betting- on race-courses by
anyone. It would be erroneous to suppose that prosecutions were confined to the
police., for any person might prosecute
for a criminal offence.
The object of
the amendment was to provide that racecourses should not be used for betting.
Mr. ANSTEY.-You have guessed it.
••
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Mr. GAUNSON said the honorable
member for Brunswick wanted to be excruciatingly consistent.
Mr. WATT.-All of a sudden.
Mr. GAUNSON said the honorable member for Brunswick. evidently had dot.bts as
to the bona fides of some members. Some
members were crying out like the parsons
to put down betting altogether.
Mr. BENT.-He says if we exclude the
Cup he will drop the amendment.
Mr. GAUNSON said that if the honorable member for Brunswick said that, he
(Mr. Gaunson) would brand him as a vile
traitor to the people of this country. If
it was not desired to apply this measure to
the Melbourne Cup it might be considered
in another session, when he was not a member of Parliament, and then it COl..ld be
considered quietly and dispassionately. He
wanted to show the Premier and the Committee that the rroposal of the Ministry to
allow betting without restraint upon racecourses would have a tendency to increase
betting tenfold. It was impossible to provide against betting.
Mr. BENT.-What about the tote?
Mr. GAUNSON. - The Government
would not accept the tote.
The CHAIRMAN .-1 though.t the honorable member said he was going to stick
closel y to the amendment.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was. He was
arguing that the Government proposal would
enormously amplify and extend t'he sphere
of bettmg. Then he was met with the
statement, "Oh, but the tote." The Government, however, were not in favour of
the tote, which would not extend the sphere
of betting, and which might have some
effect i.n restricting it. He would show_ !hat
the Government proposals would extend
betting. In order to make a bet lawfully
a man must either by agent or in person be
at the race-course.
Mr. ANSTEY said he desired to make a
personal explanation. He did not catch the
rerr.arks made by the Premier a few minutes
ago, but he understood it was to the effect
that he (Mr". Anstey) said that if a date
was provided for in the Bill the amendment would be withdrawn. He wished it
to be understood that that was only .a. joke
on the part of the Premier. He would like
the honorable gentleman, however, to say
there was nothing of the kind. Some of
his (Mr. Anstey's) friends thought he ought
not to allow that remark of the Premier's
to go unnoticed.

Mr. BENT.-I understand Mr. Gaunson
to say that.
Mr. GAUNSON said he knew the Premier must haNe his little joke.
Mr. ELMSLIE ....:...-But what is said here as
a joke appears otherwise outside.
Mr. GAUNSON said honorable members
could not always be seriousA little nonsense now and then
Is relished by the wisest men.

Mr. WATT.-And "Many a true word
is spoken in jest."
Mr. GAUNSON said under the Bill
betting could be crurried on upon a racecourse without a.ny breach of the law. Honorable members and everybody in the commlljIlity must be aware that the great success
which attended Wren's tote arose from the
fact that there were thousands of individuals who had 3S., or 4S., or 5s. at the
utmost to spare. If they went to the racecourse they would have no money left for
betting. They deprived themselves of the
pleasure of personal attendance at the racecourse, aJnd put that money on the tote, in
the expectation of enhancing their position.
Th.at was the real reason for the success
of the tote. It was .a. public success., and
the public wanted it, but it was deemed
unlawful, and therefore the Government
had made up their minds to down it. There
were many scores of thousands in this comrr.unity who had not the necessary money
to " flash it." This was especially so with
women, who were more at home when
scrubbing their pots and pans, apd cooking a juicy chop properly for their husband, or brother, or sister, or mother, than
in "flashing it" with dresses-The CHAIRMAN.-Will the honorable
member say what this has to do with thtamendment?
Mr. GAUNSON said he was pointing
out how the sphere of betting would be
enOlmousl y extended by adhering to the Go
vernment proposal. There were scores of
thousands of people who could not go in
person to the races, but who had a few
shillings to spend. They would go to the
commission agent. They would pour their
thousands of shillings and half-crowns into
the hands of some trusted agents, who
,:vould go to the race-course witn thousands
of pounds to bet 00 their behalf. The attendance at the race-courses would not be
grea.ter, but the volume of betting at the
race-courses would be increased ten and
twenty, and even a thousand-fold. He was
not trying to exaggerate the matter. What

2'3 I 4

Gaming

[ASSEMBLY.]

he said was an· exact picture of the real
literal truth.
He was not going to say
that the honorable member for Brunswick
'was sincere in' his motives. He knew very
well the honorable member was not-but
what the honorable member was doing was
perfectly genuine.
:Mr. ELMSLIE.-Sincere in his motives,
bu.t not in his methods, perhaps.
Mr. GAUNSON said the honorable member was sincere from one point of view. He
(Mr. Gaunson) was not one of those who
did not believe in betting. He believed in
betting. He believed in all sin-
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amendment. If the passing of this amendment would wreck the Bill he was in favour
of it, for the reason which he had stated
over and over again. The law as it stood
.now was ample for every purpose, and there
was no occasion to dot an "i" or cross a
" t" in connexion with the existing law.
Let it be honestly administered; take it
from the Criminal Investigation branch, and
peace would reign once more in this little
State of ours. There might be other orators who wanted to speak in support of this
amendment. He would have a little mor~
to say with regard to other parts of the
Joy shall be in Heaven over one sinner that Bill.
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just
Mr. Anstey's amendment was negatived.
persons, that need no repentance.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT drew attention
Mr. BROMLEY.-Judkins does not say to paragraph (f), which was as follows : that.
" Race-course" means land used for race
Mr. GAUNSON said that Judkins could meetings and to which admission is granted on
be etcetera.
He thought all honorable payment of money, whether by ticket or othermembers l;1ad agreed that Judkins was dead. wise,
The honorable member for Brunswick did and movednot wish to prevent betting, but W3.!S perThat the following words be omitted-" and to
fectlv sincere in the position he now took which admission is granted on payment of
up. The honorable member for Brunswick money, whether by ticket or otherwise."
Mr. BROMLEY said he would like the
practicall y said: "I do not believe yOU
honorable members who get up and spout Chief Secretary to give an explanation as
and say from the bottom of your hearts to what bearing the omission of the words
that betting is a sin ,and a vice, and that wortld have. All through this Bill there
it ought to be rooted out and put down had been the inclusion of certain words.
with a firm foot j that men shall no longer and the omission of certain words, and
be permitted to go to Hell in their own these amendments had gone through very
way j and that the Legislative Assembly is rapidly.
Sir ALEXANDER PEAcocK.-Raridly?
going to stop that, and that it is not going
Mr. BROMLEY.-Yes. In many cases
to allow you to sleep when you choose, or
kiss when you choose, or drink when you the amendments had gone rapidly through
choose, or smoke when you choose, and if the Hor.se, and for want of an explanation
you want to sneeze you must get permission from the Government, honorable members
of the Board of Health first. We are going had been unable to grasp the bearing of
to stop all these little things." The honor- them. The House was continually charged
able member for Brunswick said that if by the press, and was charged even to-day
honorable members were genuine and sin· with passing hasty legislation, which honcere in these observations he would give orable members knew nothing about. It was
them a chance of being truthful, and of said by a number of gentlemen representing
voting that way, so as to put a stop to all racing clubs, that honorable members were
betting. For that purpose the honorable instructed and being instructed, and he
member said he would ask the Chamber to (Mr. Bromley) could quite understand that
pass a definition of "place" as anywhere, those gentlemen knew what they were talkeven' where, at anv time, so that betting ing about. It was impossible to believe that
should not be carried on anywhere.
The every honorable member codd be a walkHe
definition " any time " was a little super- ing enc~clopredia on these subjects.
fluous, but Qne must not be too particular. pleaded guilty himself to knowing nothing
That was the whole thing. He (Mr. Gaun- about racing, and he knew very little about
He also knew very little
son) was totally opposed to the Bill. and racing terms.
about betting, and, therefore, as one of the
wanted to wreck it.
The CHAIRMAN.-What has this to do ignorant members of the Assembl y in this
respect, he desired enlightenment from the
with the amendment?
Mr. GAUNSON said he thought he was Government every time they placed amendHe
at liberty to show why he believed in this ments or clauses before the House.
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thought every member· would agree that the
House was entitled to be enlightened. Honorable members were entitled to rereive full
eXf'lanation from the Government.
Since
the very inception of the Bill, there had
been no intelligent interpretation of the
clauses from the Minister of Lands, or the
Chief Secretary. They had given no interpretation on any single clause that had been
brought before the House. There had been
no intelligent definition, and coosequently
honorable members who were not conversant
with betting and racing desired, and had a
right to demand, that the Government
should come down and say what was the
bearing and the meaning of this legislation.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Suppose the Government do not know?
Mr. BROMLEY said he could quite
understand that state of affairs from the
attitude the Government had taken up. He
could quite understand that the Government had been carried away and actuated
by certain rersons outside the House who
had raised a scare, in which they had been
aided by the press, and the press now was
regJ;etting the aid it had given to those persons.
Honorable members: did not want
this spasmodical panic-Mr. ELMsLIE.-H ysterical legislation.
Mr. BROMLEY.-Yes. In New South
Wales an Act had been passed on which
this Bill was largely based.
He could
tell the Chief Secretary and the P.remier
that the carrying of that hysterical legislation in New South Wales simply spelt the
downfall of the Canuthers Government.
Mr. SMITH.-Do not make any threats.
Mr. BROMLEY said he was not making
any threats. He was only stating the ideas
of the people of New South Wales. He
had been there since the Act had come into
force, and during the whole of his political
career he had never seen the people so
much moved and so much stirred since the
times of 1877, when there was what was
called the ' 'Berry blight."
He had never
seen the people in any State so much moved
as the people in New .South Wales were at
the present time, and the Act that
was passed would absolutely mean the
downfall of the Carruthers Government,
and our Government would be right and
sound if they would avoid such panic legislation, and if they would go upon the lines
which the people wished-if they would
st9J) the species of betting which every one
desired to stop. If they went on the lines

on which they were now going, it would
mean the downfall of the Government.
Mr. BENT.-YOU wou1d be very sorry for
that.
Mr. BROMLEY said he did not know
whether he would be sorry.
l\ir. BENT.-You look it.
Mr. BROMLEY said he must say he was
fairly well satisfied with the present Government and the work they were doing
generally.
The CHAIRMAN.-I do not see what
this has to do with the amendment.
Mr. BENT.-He must be out of order
when he compliments the Government.
Mr. BROMLEY said he was not always
out of order when he did that, but broadly
speaking, he thought his remarks came
within the scope of the amendment which
had been moved by the Chief Secretary .
The amendment wa.!i of a very wide-reaching character. It made the clause cover
nearly all rhases of betting. He thought
the Chief Secretary would be very wise if
he limited the operation of the Bill to a
much greater extent than was the intention
of the Government when the Bill was in·
troduced. Then the Government would be
meeting the public convenience, and would
have the confidence of the public and the
suprort of the public, because all 'that
was demanded by the public was the suppression of a certain class of betting which
it must be admitted was a canker, and an
iniquity in our cdmmunity.
Mr. GAUNSON.-YOU are admitting too
much.
Mr. IROMLEY said he did not think
he was admitting too much. The honorab le member for the Public Officers would
have the oprortunity of combating his (Mr.
Bromley's) arguments.
He believed, had
the Government restricted their Bill, instead
of going to the lengths they had done-Mr. ELMsLIE.-Foolish lengths.
Mr. BROMLEY said the honorable
.member could. say foolish lengths if he
pleased. If the Government had restricted
their Bill instead of going to these farreaching lengths, he (Mr. Bromley) felt
sure they would have had the applause of
the whole community for attempting not to
suppress betting, because betting was innate
in our human· nature, but to restrict betting~
within limits.
If the Government had
done that, the whole of the community
would have been with them. With a few
judicious amendments, the Bill might be
revised so that it would receive the
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support of the whole of the community, but
if the Government attempted to go to the
lengths that had been resorted to in New
South Wales, a revulsion of feeling would
be created.
The amendment was agreed to.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT drew attention
to paragraph (g), which was as follows:-
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be less than five furlongs, but there were
many courses in the State made specially
for trotting matches that were only four
furlongs long, and it would be a very great
hardship to order those interested to
lengthen them.
Mr. W ATT.-Are they made for trotting?
Mr. McKENZIE.-Yes, at very great
" Race meeting" means meeting for the pur- expense, and the necessary land could not
pose of horse or pony racing,
pOIssibly be got to increase the length to
and movedfive furlongs. He understood that the
'IJ.'hat after the word "pony," the words" or object of clause 62 was to insure courses
trotting," be inserted.
not less than five furlongs for galloping
Mr. WATT said the amendment did not purposes, because otherwise they would not
seem the most advisable way to express be safe.
Mr. BENT.-I see the honorable member
what was intended, although clearly from
the admissions the Government made later is right. There are a great many four furon it was advisable to put in provision for long courses, and it is proposed by the
trotting. The word "trotter" and not Minister in charge of the Bill to take out
" trotting" should be put in before the the distance altogether.
The
Mr. WATT.-Only for trotting.
word "racing."
Mr. MURRAy.-It should be trotting longer courses are wanted for public safety
in the case of galloping races.
matches.
Mr. McKENZIE said he did not mean
i\1 r . WATT said the expression "trotting
matches" was used in the present decadent that Jour-furlong courses should be alstate of the sport. It was proposed now lowed for galloping races. He wanted to
not to have matches, but ordinary races, in protect trotting, because there was no neceswhich a number would compete. Hitherto sity for a five-furlong course for that purthere 'had only been two or three good trot- pose. On a shorter course the public could
ters whose owners were prepared to match view the trotting all the way round.
Mr. BAILEs.-There is no necessity for
them, and consequently the contests had been
a
longer
course in the case of ponies,
called trotting matches. The Government
Mr. McKENZIE said 'he would not
were now seeking to provide not for trotting matches, but for trotting races. As inel ude Donies in his request, because ponies
the words "horse" and "pony" were galloped.
~Ir.
PRENDERGAsT.-The Agricultural
used in the definition, why not use "trotter"
Show Ground is not more than about three
aI,so?
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Does not the word furlongs.
Mr. WATT .-There are no trotting races
" horse" include them all?
held there; they are only time tests.
Mr. WATT said he thought it did.
Mr. MURRAY.-Is the honorable member
Mr. KEOGH asked the Chief Secretary for Rodney speaking of Show Ground
whether any provision had been made for tracks?
measuring ponies? He understood that a
Mr. McKENZIE.-No. He was repony was not to be above fiflteen hands, but ferring to trotting tracks that had been
who was going to make sure that th'at pro- established for some years.
vision was complied with? Would a
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Would it not be in the
policeman have to do it? "Was there going public interest to wipe it out?
to be any certificate? At present Mr.
Mr. :McKENZIE.-No. The encourageGeorge Watson was employed to give a cer- ment of trotting was to the advantage of
tificate that ponies were measured, and the communitv, as so many more people
thev could not race unless thev got a cer- used trotters than gallopers. He desired
tificate that they were under fi"fteen hands. trotting matches exempted from the proUnless there were some definition of .a pony vision in clause 62, as to the five-furlong
a horse sixteen hands 'high might be run as courses.
a pony.
Mr. MACKEY.-We are willing to meet
Mr. MAcKEY.-We will consider that you.
point.
'Mr. PRENDERIGAST sai'd the Chief
Mr. McKENZIE said the length of a Secretarv's amendment had a meanin.g ancourse was defined in clause 62 as not to tagonistic to the sense of the definition to
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which it was proposed to be added. To
correspond with the word "trotting," the
word " galloping" ought to be substituted
for " horse." As a matter of fact, "horse "
reaUy covered both. ponies and trotters. A
pony was a horse, and a horse trotted or
galloped. The words "and includes trotting " might be added to the definition,
and would make it clearer.
Mr. SOLLY asked if it was the intention of the Government to create another
set of race-courses for trotting matches?
Mr. MACKEY.-The matter you refer to
is provided for in the amended clauses 6'2
and 63 as circulated.
Mr. SOLLY said it was now proposed to
legalize a system of trotting which had
never been recognised before in Vicforia.
The sport had practically gone out of existence for some years, and only carne to
life again a few months ago. Would the
existing courses, such as the pony racecourses, the Flemington race-course, and
others, be suitable for holding trotting
matches or trotting meetings? He was not
sure whether the fOUI furlongs suggested
by the honorable member for Rddney
would be sufficient distance for running
trotting matches.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said paragraph (4) of clause 62, as it "vas proposed
to amend it, was as f()llows:Not more than a total number of twenty meetings f0r trotting races shall be held in any year
on all race-courses within twenty miles of the
General Post Office, Melbourne. Subject to this
paragraph a licence for trotting race meetings
may be granted to any race-course whether a
licence for horse race meetings or for pony racemeetings has or has not been issued therefor, and
without regard to the number of days fixed for
horse racing or pony racing thereon.

That would enable the promoters of trotting race-meetings to hire any race-course
for the occasion.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Does the word "trotting" accord with the word "horse" in
the definition?
Mr. MACKEY.-The honorable member is
quite right.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said under the
provision he had quoted it could be
arranged to hold trotting meetings on any
race-course.
Mr. SOLLY said the Government permitted the V.R.C. and the V.A.T.e. to
hold sixteen race meetings per year each
under this Bill, the reason given being !:'hat
it would improve the breed of race-horses.
Could not the same contention be put forward about trotting improving the breed of
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trotters, and oould it not be claimed that
the owners of trotting horses deserved the
same consideration in the shape of sixteen
meetings per year? Surely they had as
much right to it as the V.R.C.
Mr. MACKEY.-Would the honorable
member leave that point over until we
reach the clause fixing the number of
davs?
~1r. McKENZIE said it was not ,always
possible to hire a race-course for trotting
matches. In some cases the land was not
available. All the land available had already been enclosed in many ~ases.
They could not increase the length of the
course without going to great expense in
the purchase of additional land.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-They- have not
got oourses of their own now, have they?
There were
Mr. McKENZTE.-Yes.
courses in his district of 4 furlongs for
trotting purposes.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-They are entitled to be licensed if they exist already.
Mr. MACKEY.-I have alreadv made a
promise with regard to them. .
Mr. ELMSLIE said a doubt arose in
his mind as to what constituted a meeting
for trotting. I t was a common thing both
in the metropolis and in .the country to hold
trotting races in conjunction with other
races.
Suppose that at Sandown Park,
or somewhere else, a trotting race was incl uded in the ordinary da y' s racing, how
was that goi~g to oount? Was it going to
count as a trotting meeting or would it
count at all?
This was a matter that
needed to be taken into consideration.
Mr. MACKEY.-The licence for the course
will be granted on certain terms and ron·
ditions.
1\1r. ELMSLIE said it was distinctly
laid down that the number of trotting meetings should not exceed twenty on any course,
and he wanted to know whether the Government had considered the point he was
now putting to them?
MI'. WATT.-What is the point?
Mr. ELMSLIE said that at present in
the metropolitan area as well as in the
country, a trotting event was often included in an afternoon's racing.
Mr. WATT.-They are going to stop all
that.
They are going to have separate
meetings for trotting.
Mr. ELMSLIE said that was only so
far as the metropolitan area was ooncerned,
in connexion with the Trotting Association.
At almost every race meeting in the country
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a trotting race was included. He wanted
to know whether the fact of holding one
trotting race in the afternoon's sport constituted a trotting meeting or not?
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Why not?
l\fr. ELMSLIE.-Why should it?
Mr. GAUNSON. - I am dead on the
trotter.
:Mr. ELMSLIE said he liked a good
trotter.
Mr. BENT. - They will have twenty
separate days.
Mr. ELMSLIE said that was so far as
the =:frotting Association WIaS concerned,
but in the country districts, Bendigo especially, they had trotting races. Would
the Chief Secretary promise to look into
the matter?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said the point
raised by the honorable member for Albert
Park would have to be looked into, because
he did not think it was provided for. He
was not aware that at some of these racemeetings a trotting, race was included.
Mr. BAILES expressed the hope that the
Minister in charge of the Bill would not be
led away by the interjections of the honorable member for Essendon. Of COuIse,
it might be contemplated that all the trotting meetings should be held under the
auspices of the Trotting Association, but it
was a fact that at every race-meeting, at
any rate in Bendigo and the surrounding
district, a trot was included. Was it to be
understood that that trot was to count as
one meeting?
Mr. BENT.-YOU know that that would
not be sensible.
Mr. BAILES said the point had been
raised bv the honorable member for Albert
Park, and the honorable member for Essendon interjected that trotting events were
going to be held at serarate meetings.
Mr. WATT.-The honorable member was
speaking of the metropolitan area, and so
was 1.
l\Ir. BAILES said that one of the greatest
mistakes that honorable members had made
in this discussion was that they confined
their remarks to this area or that area. He
took it that the Bill was going to appl v to
the whole of the State, and honorable members must look at the effect it would have
on different classes of sport in the State.
In his opinion, the point raised by the honorable member for Albert Park was a very
good one, and certainly it should be made
clear and distinct in the Bill, so that there
would be no clashing.
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Mr. KEOGH stated that at many country race-meetings, horse-racing and ponyracing were mixed together. That was the
case at B<l1irnsdale, and also at Sale.
By
paragraph (g) "race-meeting" was defined
to mean " any meeting for the purpose of
horse or pony racing."
Therefore there
might be either horse-racing or pony-racing
at a race-meeting.
Mr. MACKEY.-That is another phase of
the same subject, and it will be attended to.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would ask whether a pony was not a horse.
Mr. McKENZIE.-No; not on the turf.
Mr. GAUNSON said that in that case
he supposed that a small man was not a
man. He could not understand it.
Mr . MURRAY said the Minister in
charge of the Bill proposed to insert the
words "or trotting." He (Mr. Murray)
did not think that the word " trottin g " of
itself conveyed the meaning intended by
the Minister. He did not think honorable
members would find in any racing programme that trotting was advertised as a
trotting race. It was not regarded in ,the
turf vernacular as a race at all, and he
thought that in making any provision in
this Bill, the Committee ought to attach
due observance to words used in sport, the
meaning of which was thoroughly well understood. He could see endless difficulties
that would oceL'r in the administration of
this measure if they were not careful in
their treatment of it. Honorable members
. must not be in too great a hurry to pass
the Bill into law. They must have patience
in considering every clause as it came up,
and they must consider it, not in a spirit
of levity, but with all seriousness.
He
had listened to a great many honorable
members on this question, and the conclusion he had arrived at-and he did not wish
to say anything that would hurt their feelings-was that they knew very little of
what they were talking about.
Mr. KEoGH.-That is the conclusion we
came to after your speech.
Mr. MURRAY said that after alI it was
not to the discredit of those honorable
memoers if they did not know much about
sport. Nearly every one of them had confessed that he had no practical knowledge
of it.
For his own part, he had never
made that confession.
He knew a good
deal about racing in all its phases-at all
events, so far as horse-racing and trotting
were concerned.
The honorable member
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for Albert Park raised a question that
should be considered by the Government.
Mr. MACKEY.-That is so.
Mr. :MURRAY said that was with regard
t9 making provision for mixed meetings.
He did not see why it should not be left
optional on the part of the clubs as to
whether they should include a trotting
match in their programme or not.
Most
reputable clubs-clubs of high standing in
the racing world-had long since omitted
a trotting match as rart of the programme.
It was only clubs which were not up-to-date
that still continued the trots.
Mr. W AlmE.-Like the Bendigo Club.
Mr. MURRAY said like Bendigo and
Ballarat, where racing for years past had
been on the decline.
Mr. BAILEs.-They have no Murrays in
those districts.
Mr. MURRAY said that the honorable
member for 'Gippsland North, who posed as
an authority on sport, referred to America.
It was true that trotting was a great sport
in America, but in that country thev did
not mix up trotting and horse-racing. They
were two distinct branches of sJX)ft.
In America,
they
had horse-racing
just the same as we did, and they
made a perfect Saturnalia of it.
It
did not last for two or three days, as
at ~ome of our large meetings, but went on
for several weeks. Racing did not stand
as high in public estimation in America as
in. Victoria. It was not there a great national sport, and did not merit the same
consideration at the hands of the Legislature as here. In America we did not find
racing supported by all cla.sses. The big
men, the millionaires, whose names were
familiar, were not known as the owners of
race-oorses, and in America the man who
frequented the race-course was not looked
upon as bein~ altogether respectable. PerhaJps it was due to the old "Puritanical"
spirit that the people held themselves aloof.
Everv American millionaire, however. liked
'to own 'his trotter, and they gave tens of
thousands of dollars for a good trotting
horse, not to run him in races-fllough sometimes thev sought to bring down recorasbut to drive him in a buggy, and be able
to pass anything else on the road.
Mr. BAILES.-To give the other fellow
his dust.
Mr. MURRAY.-To give the other fellow the go-by. Trotting matches as items
in an ordinary racing programme had long
been discredited, and he did not think the
V.R.C. were unwise in objecting to include
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trotting matches in their programmes. He
clid not know that this Chamber was the
very best body that could be foundthough he did not wish to question the
wisdom of honorable members-to deal with
these matters. He would not say that the
delegates representing the various racing
clubs of the State were well qualified to
deal with' the questions tha.t were now
before the Committee. He was astounded
at the poverty of argument displa yed by
these gentlemen, and he intended to deal
with their argwnents at another stage of
the Bill.
. 'Mr. WATI.-The V.R.C. did not hesitate to make use of the country clubs.
Mr . MURRAY said he noticed that
that high-handed body, the V.R.C., took
no counsel of the racing clubs when making laws to deal with! racing.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy). - They
will be stronger under this Bill.
Mr. MURRAY said members were not
done with the Bill yet. When the V.R.C.
felt that some of their sources of revenue
were in danger. and their prestige was
likely to be lowered, they were 'humble
er..ough-The CHAIRMAN.-I think the hOnorable member is travelling a long way outside the amendment.
Mr. MURRAY said perhaps he was, but
if he did not travel outside of it he would
be the first member who had not done so.
He bowed to the Chairman's ruling, as it
was perfectly right, and he honed it would
be strenuously enforced if he ~r. Murray)
made himself at all rebellious. The clause
stated that a race meeting meant a meet-'
ing for the purposes of horse or pony racing, but there was no definition of what
racing was. Some difficulties might arise
as to the construction to be placed on the
word" racing." No explanation had been
given as to what was meant DV racing,
though a race meeting was defined. It
would be wise to endeavour to define what
was meant by racing. He rrught be told
that every one understood th at, bti't he
could reply that everyone understood what
was meant by a race meeting. Why define
one and not the other? The Chief Secretary admitted that he had no practical
knowledge of racing, and especiallv of
trotting. The honorable member f'or Albert
Park spoke of mixed program~s, in which
there were racing and trotting. Would the
honorable member for Essendon permit him
(Mr. Murrav) to sav that in Australia,
w:hich had less experience with the trotting
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horse than America, we did no't discriminate, as in America, where they subdivided
the trotters into two classes. They had two
kinds of horses, which here were confounded
together, and called trotters. The Chairman knew something about trotting, and he
(Mr. Murr.ay) had heard the honorable
member relating some rather amusing stories
of his experiences. There was the trotting
horse, and there was the pacer; but in
America they did not allow the pacer to
compete against the trotter. There was
some similaritv between them, but af the
same time the{e was a great difference. If
the Committee provided for the trotting
horse, would they be providing for, the
pacer? It might be well to follow tile example of the mother of Parliaments-the
House of Commons. When that House
found itself in a very great difficulty, such
as the Committee was in, in understanding
what was meant bv a provision, it submitted the matter to a Select Committee.
It would have been better, if it was: 'Possible to find a competent body, to have
referred this matter to it, so that the whole
of the facts would have been brought before
members. to enable them to deal with the
Bill intelligently.
The time. had arrive~,
in consideration of the magmtude of thIS
turf business, when a proper body should
be constituted, having statutory powers,
and with a full know le:dge of the s,:!,bject,
to administer this measure. He held, with
the honorable member for Essendon and
others. that nothing should be done that
was likelv to imperil the prospects of making trotting an important branch of sport.
Some one had spoken about four-furlong
courses in the countrv. A trotting horse
did not move as -fast -as a galloping norse.
although in America trotting horses had
done the mile in 2 minutes, and might yet
get down to I min. 50 sec. Be believed
the pacer had done the mile in I min.
56 sec. He ha:d n? desire to see fourfurlong- courses continued.
~1r. CARLIsLE.-Thev have two-furlong
courses for trotting in -America, and they
run in heats.
Mr. MURRAY said that was information to him. There was a time when fIat
races were run in Victoria in heats, and
they were not mere sprints. They were threemile heats, and before a horse was run in
one of the final heats he would sometimes
have done 12 miles. Very frequently they
did the last heat faster th~n the- first, pro~
bably because the competition in the last
heat was a little keener than in the preced-
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ing heats. That showed the stamina at
the horses of those days. Our trotting
courses were of a most primitive character.
We thought anything was good enough for
trottin!! horses, but in America they tnought
they could not be too carefully prepared,
and the horses actually accomplished on
turns
faster
times
than
on
the
straight.
They had the turns at such
an angle that horses
could
throw
themselves round them as in a circus.
There had also been an extraordinary development in the kind of waggon they
drove in.
It used to be a very highwheeled sulky, the wheels of which were
much higher than the driver's head. The
waggons now ran on pneumatic-tyred
wheels that were but little larger than the
wheels of a wheelbarrow.
The stage of
development which had been arrived at jn
America in con.r!exion with trotting had
not yet been reached in Victoria.
I f the
Committee would only listen to the Ironorable member for Essendon, and to the
honorable member for Benalla, and a few
other honorable members who knew something about trotting, it might be possible
to do something for the development of
this branch of sport, which had hitherto
been despised in the community, the members of the racing clubs having regarded
themselves as a little bit above it.
He
did not see much harm in introducing the
word "trotting."
Mr. WARDE.-ThJat is with the idea of
restricting gambling?
:Mr. -MURRAY said he would restrict
gambling upon trotting- matches as he would
If a person
upon other horse races.
wanted to gamble on a trotting match he
IshouMd go to the course, and gamble on it
there.
A man was a fool who put his
money on horses until he got to t.he racecourse, and was often a bit of a fool, even
when he put it on there. At any rate, if
a man did not put OIl his money until he
got ta the course, he would get a start
for his money, but w,hether he would get
an honest run for hlis money was another
thing.
1Vfr. BEARD remarked that if this
amendment was carried it would allow
betting on trotting races, and that might
mean trotting races with mules or donkeys
.or anything else.
'
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. McGRATH stated that he had circulated an amendment for the insertion of
the words" , spec. gambling,' means selling
shiares not held by the seller, and which
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the seller is not authorized to sell at the
time of sale."
That was the definition
01' a number of new clauses he desi'red to
propose a;fterwards, dealing with gambling
in other aspects.
Some of the greatest
gambling took place in the Stock Exchange, and he thougblt the clauses he had
prepared might well be included iIll the
Bill. Many honorable members thought it
was not right that a man should sell a
thing he. did not possess. If a man sold,
say, 10,000 shares in' .a particular mine,
and he did not possess those shares, he
did that with the hope that he would be
able to buy them back cheaper. The man
was 'dealing with property which did not
belong to him.
Mr. WARDE.-Would you apply your
amendment to land, too?
Mr. McGRATH said it might be ap··
plied to land as well as to shlares.
An
attempt was being made to reform society,
and to eliminate all forms of gambling,
and he thought honorable members might
go to the root of gambling at once. He
had seen sufficient of spec. selling to know
of cases where hundreds of persons had
been ruined. The following 'paragraph appeared in the Ballarat Evening Echo:.It is stated in mining circles that several
Melbourne operators are heavily oversold in Ajax
shares, also Barrambie Ranges and North Broken
Hills; and that unless something goes speed.ly
wrong at these mines there. will be unpleasant
developments. The usual ending to the spec.
seller's career recently befel one member of the
Stock Exchange of Melbourne, and when his
creditors stepped in it. was found that 68 out of
the 69 transactions in his book were oversold
lines. This should easily be a spec. selling record.

Mr. MACKEY observed that he would
ask the honorable member for Grenville to
The
allow him to make a suggestion.
honorable mem~er had a series of thoughtDut clauses whIch were to cany out his
object.
He would suggest to the honorable member that .hJe should withdraw the
present amendment, so that the honorable
n;tember's general proposal might be conSIdered by the Committee in connexion
with the complete clauses. If the honorable member's clauses were carried, he
would undertake to insert what the honorabJe member asked In the definition
clause.
The CHAIRMAN.
The honorable
member for Grenville has not yet moved his
amendment.
Mr. MCGRATH.-It is just postponed.
Sessio1l ] 906.- [84J
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l\Ir. ANSTEY stated that he did not
hear what tIre Minister of Lands had said
in connexion with the amendment of the·
honorable member for Grenville. He would
like to know what the honorable gentleman
had promised.
:Mr. MACKEY remarked that the discussion upon the prqposals of the honorable memher for Grenville could take place
with more advantage on the· series o;f
c;auses which the honorable member had
to submit. He had promised that if the
honorable member would postpone the
moving of thIis amendment in the definition
clause until the general matter was
threshed out, he (Mr. Macke!) would see
that an amendment was incorporated in the
definition clause if the other clauses to be
moved bv the honorable member were
adopted, -or adopted with amendments.
Mr. ANSTEY.-Do I understand that you
take no objection to it on a point of order?
Mr. MACKEY said an amendment of
the definition clause could be made at the
report stage or the thiI1d-reading stage. I,f
the clauses to be sUlbmitted by the honorable member for Grenville were ado,pted,
then, at the report stage, the definition
clause would be altered accordingly.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-That applies
not only to this, but to several others.
Mr. BAILE S remarked that the honorable member for Grenville would not lose
his chance. Indeed, it would have been
better if the usual practice had been followed all through, an'd the definition clause
dealt "vith onl v after the rest of the Bil1
had been considered.
:Mr. ANSi:'EY stated that he had understood a question was going to be raised as
to the validity of the amendments which
were to be moved b\' the honorable member
for Grenville. He- believed the objection
was to be taken that the amendments were
not in order.
1\1r. MACKEY.-I have neyer heard of
such an intention.
jfr. ANSTEY said if there was such
an intention he would sooner discllss the
matter now.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT called attention to paragraph (i), whichl was as fol10\\'s:" Sweepstakes» includes everv transaction
sc?eme devic.e or arrangement (exJ;ressed or implJed) establIshed or commenced carried on or
proposed or intended to be established commenced. or carried. 011, whereby moneys or valuable thmgs are paId contril uted or subscribed by
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persons for tht' purpose of payment to or division among any perSOll or persons in any proportions on any event or contingency dependent on
the result of any race game sport or exercise or
drawing, whether such race game sport or exercise or drawing is ca rried on or proposed or intended to be carried on wholly or partly within
\'ictoria or outside Yidoria.

He movedTha t paragra ph (i) be omi tted.

'Ir. (;AL~:\SO\f remarked that he UIlderstood the object of this amendment was
to render the business OD betting more easy
()f performance on race-courses.
There
was not the shadow of a doubt that that
was its object. As he believed 'in betting
generally, he was anxious to see all obstacles to betting swept away.
Mr. WATT stated that there was some
justification for the statement which was
made by one honorable member that the
~rinistrv were not fair to the Committee in
not explaining what they were doing.
Honorable members ought to know exactly
what effect the omission of this paragraph would have v,pon the Bill itself.
!\Ir. MACKEY said this amendment was
consequential upon clause 4 having been
Clause 4 proposed to repeal
omitted.
section 37 of the Police Offences Act 1890.
The definition of the word "lottery" had
been omitted, and it was now proposed,
also as a consequential amendment, to omit
the definition of C C sweepstakes."
Mr. MACKINNON.-You do not propose
to legislate about sweepstakes at all?
Mr. ~IACKEY.-No.
1\[r. iMURRAY observed that he unders.tood it would he ,perfectly legal for people
to go in for swee-pstakes if this definition
was omitted,
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Is it illegal now?
We do not make any alteration.
I\Tr. PRENDERGAST .-It will continue to
he i lleg-al, hut you can dOl as vOU like.
1\Ir . MURRAY said he understood this
thin!:!' was 110t being maJde illegal.
!\[r. MACKEY.-lt is not affected by tms
Bill.
~lr. l\[URRA Y said he understood then
it was illegal, but that it remained as itwas.
Was he to understand from the Minister
that it was Teallv illegal now to go in for
sweepstakes?
~fr. WARDE.---Thev prosei.:ute and convict frequently.
The amendment was agreed to, and the
clause, as amended, was passed.
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On postponed clause 5, which was as
follows : Every lottery by whatever name it may be
called shall be deemed and is hereby declared to
be a common nuisance and unlawful and every
sale or gift disposal or distribution made by
means or in pursuance thereof utterly void to all
intEnts and purposes,

Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he would
ask the Committee to strike this clause
out. This was necessary in consequence of
the House omitting clause 4·
Mr. PRENDERGAST said amendments
had been circulated in connexion with this
division of the Bill which dealt with lotteries. Honorable members did not know
the exact position. It was proposed later
on to substitute another clause for dause
7, and he wished to know exactly what
was intended in connexion with this diviHe
sion under the .head of lotteries?
wanted to know what part of the division
was to be omitted, and what ·portion was
to remain?
Mr. MACKEY.-You nave the amendments circulated.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the amendments were circulated, but he did not profess to understand every line of the Bill.
He wished to know exactly what the propositions of1 the Government were.
The
clause repealing section 37 of the Police
Offences Act had been struck out, and it
was in connexion with clause 5 that the
question of lotteries had to be considered.
Mr. MACKEY said consequential on the
omission of clause 4 it was necessary to
omit clauses 5, 6, 7, and 8. That position
arose in this wa)~. Section 37 of the
Police Offences Act declared lotteries to be
illegal. If that section had been repealed
clause 5, which declared lotteries to be
illegal, would be required. Since section
37 of the Police Offences Act was to be
retained, there was no need to repeat the
declaration that, lotteries were illegal in
clause 5. Therefore the Government asked
the Committee to omit clause 5. In regard
to clause 6, section 37 of the Police
Offences Act made it illegal for any person
to establish, commence, or be a partner in
any lottery. Since that section was retained, there was no need to repeat that
provision in clause 6. Therefore the Government asked the Committee to omit
Honorable members had been
clause 6.
asked to take clause 7, with clauses 5 and
6, as a substitution for section 37 of the
Police Offences Act. As that section was
to be retained, there was no occasion for
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t?e provisions of clause 7, with one excep- different, it was illegal. A well-knmvn
tIOn. Section 37 of the Police Offences furniture firm in Melbourne was taking adAct declared certain lotteries to be legal. vantage of this provision. They had a
villa, and transferred it to a solicitor
Amongst other things it was providedNeither this provision nor the provisions of merely as a proof of bona fides. The soliany other Act for the prevention of lotteries, citor became the holder of the villa in trust
little goes, and unlawful games, shall apply to for the holders of certain certificates.
the distribution of any property among the Every person who bought £5 worth of
owners thereof.
goods firo~ this firm received a certificate.
Mr. J. W. :HILLSON (Fitzroy).-Is that Say 1,000 certificates were issued to the
Starr-Bowketts?
customers, then 1,000 certificate holders
Mr. MACKEY.-~o, it did not affect became the owners of t'he property. Then
them at all. Their position had been they proceeded, as they did in the Exhibi~stablished by a legal decision.
What ~as tion the other day, to hold a public lottery.
provided by section 37 of the PolIce The successful person received the villa.
Offences Act was that where there were a
Mr. BAILES.-It is a good job they did
number of owners of a property, it was not hold the lottery under the dome. It
perfectly l'awful for them to distribute th~t would nave fallen on them if they had
property amongst themselves. That proVI' done that.
sion had been used in a way that was never
Mr. WARDE.-The blackguards ought to
contemplated. There was a gentleman have been sent to gaol.
named :Mullane, who was a client of his
Mr. MACKEY said the honorable mem(Mr. Mackey's), and this gentleman was ber for Flemington held stronger views on
landed or saddled with some more or less this question than he (Mr. Mackey) did.
val uable properties in consequence of, the These persons had comrnitted no offenoe at
bursting of the land boom. The difficulty all, but the Government proposed to make
of this gentleman was to dispose of those such a thing an offence. The Government
prop.erties. His attention was ca~l~d by proposal wassome counsel to the inarticular provlslon he
In section thirty-seven of the Police Offences
(Mr. Mackey) had referred to, and the con- Act 1890 after the words" property amongst the
sequence was that this gentleman proposed owners thereof" there shall be inserted the
to dispose of these properties to 3 0 ,000 words "if such property is capable of being
fairly apportioned amongst all the owners thereowners, who were to subscribe £1 apiece-. of and is proposed to be apportioned equally so
When thev had subscribed the money, far as practicable amongst all the owners therethe 'lands' were to be transferred to of."
some of them in trust for all the others.
l\fr. PRIDNDERGAST.-Instead of making
Mullane would have had the £30,000, and it properties, they will make it cash.
they would have had the property. Then
Mr. MACKEY said there was no objecthey would 'have proceeded to have a lot- tion to people giving discount.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-This is not a questery to distribute the property amongst
themselves, and give so much for the first tion of discount.
prize, and so much for the second.
Mr. :i\fACKEY said if there was £1,000
Mr. ANSTEY.-What was wrong about to which 1,000 peOple were entitled, since
that?
that was capable of being distributed
:Mr. MACKEY said there was nothing equally, each person would receive £1.
legally wrong about it then, and nothing
Mr. MURRAY.-Do you not think it
wrong as t'he I aw stood at present. That would be better 10 amend section 37 of the
scheme flailed because it was not carried Police Offences Act by making lotteries
out as counsel directed it should be.
subject to the apprm-al of the AttorneyMr. BAILES.-Who did you say was the General?
counsel?
~[r. l\fACKEY said that was one way,
Mr. MACKEY said he did not sa" who but there was too much legislation by the
he was. He might mention that the;e was Attornev -General.
a prospectus issued, which set out the
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Like clause
scheme as it was intended it should be 2I.
carried out, and His Honour the Judge said
Mr. MACKEY said he was only exif the scheme had been carried out in plaining what amendments the Gover~ment
accordance with the prospectus it would were asking honorable members to adopt,
have been legal, but since certain tickets and their value could be discussed a little
were issued, which contained something later on.
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Mr. ANSTEY.-lf the proposals are
adopted, then the Attorney-General would
not be able to giye his assent to the Eight
Hours Art Union if he wanted to.
Mr. ?\IACKEY said this did not affect
the Eight Hours Art "Cnion at all.
I'lr. ANSTEY.-It comes under lotteries.
l\Ir. :MACKEY said a lotten' held under
the proposed prm'ision did noterequire the
assent of anybody.
Mr. TouTcHER.--This is intended to
destroy the sanctit\· of the furniture TYe.
Mr: PRENDERGA'ST (to ~[r. ~Iackey).
'Vhere assent can be gi\'en ~_'ou do not propose to make an alteration?
Mr. MACKEY.--~o.
It was also
necessar\' to omit clause 8.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Does the word "property" in clause 7 mean land?
:Mr. MACKEY said the word "property" in clause 7 meant exactly the same
at it did now in section 37 of the Police
Offences Act I 890, including land, buildings, goods or chattels, or yaluable things
of anv kind.
l\fr: ANSTEY said the proviso at the end
of section 37 of the Police Offences Act
1890 began as follows : N either this prm'ision nor the provisions of
any other Act for the pre\"ention of lotteries,
little gops, and unlawful !.!ames, shall apply
to the distribution of any property amongst the
owners thereof, nor to any raffle for any work
purely of art, of which a notice having the name
and address of the person intending to hold the
same subscribed thereto has been given to the
Attorney-Genera I.

1\lr. MACKEY said the new clause that
the Government rropost>d to insert in place
of clause 7 applied to the" distribution of
property," in what the honorable member
for Brunswick had quoted.
It was proposed to omit clahse 9, \\"hich gave the
Government power to pr021aim any 1otten'.
There was no 02casion for the clallse.
in
clauses 10, II, J 2, and 13, there were certain prohibitions regarding lotteries, but as
it had been decided to retain the provisions of section 37 of the Police Offences
Act, the result was that some lotteries were
to be legal-those for which permission was
granted and so forth.
The Go-rernment
were therefore going to applv the provisions
of 'clauses 10 to 13 inclusive, only to the
illegal lotteries, and consequently it was
intende-d to insert the word "illegal" before the word "lotterv, 'I wherever it occurred in those four clauses. Those amendments were also consequential on the retention of section 37 of the Police Offences
Act.
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Mr. TOUTCHER. - Does that inc! t.de
Tattersall's sweeps?
Mr. MACKEY said the Government declared what was illegal. The term " illegal
lottery" was to be defined as meaning any
lottery that was illegal under the proyisions of section 37 of the Police Offences
Act, or any lottery that was carried on outside Victoria, including Tattersall's.
Mr. KEAsT.-Would this pre\'ent a man
from putting £r in Tattersall's sweeps?
M r. ~fACKEY said the point raised
by the honorable member would be dealt
\\:ith in clauses I I and 13, and. he would
discuss it when those clauses were reached.
Mr. TouTcHER.-Supposing this Bill becomes an Act before the Cup, will people
who have already got money in Tattersall's-Mr. MACKEY.-Why did the honorable
member make so violent a sl.rposition?
There was no reasonable probability of the
Bill becoming law before the Cup, and the
honorable member's £1 was perfectly secure.
The clause was struck out. as was also
clause 6.
Clause 7 was struck out.
Sir SA~nJEL GILLOTT said the new
clause that had been circulated could now
be substituted for clause 7·
The CHAIRMAN.-I cannot take new
clauses until the end of the Bill.
Mr. MAcKEY.-The intention was to substitute the new clause for clause 7.
The CHAIRMAN.-It becomes a new
clause, and therefo!"e cannot be dealt with
at this stage.
Mr. WATT said it would be Yen- confusing if the Committee had to ~o back to
discuss this proposal as a new clause. A
mistake had been made in prir.ting it as a
new cla'Jse.
As a matter of fact. it was
only in substitution of a clal.se already in
the Bill, and it was equi\'alent to a proposition to strike out certain words apd insert
others.
The CHAIR~IAK .-If it is the wish of
the Committee, I think I might take the
clause now, by leave.
1\1r. BROMLEY.-I think it is hardly fair,
after we haye excised a clause.
Mr. MACKEY proposed the following
new clause : AA. In section thirty-seven of the Police Offences Act 1890 after the words "property
amoncrst the owners thereof" there shall be insertel the words" if such property is capable of
being fairly apportioned amongst all the o:v ners
thereof, and is proposed to be apportIoned
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equally so far as practicable amongst all the
owners thereof."

He said he moved the new clause as an
addition to certain provisos in section 3 7
of the Police Offences Act, and in substitution of clause 7, which had already been
omitted.
The CHAIR}IA)J .-The question is
that new clat.se AA be read a second time.
Mr. PRENDERGAST asked how far
the new clause altered the present law?
Was it that the insertion of these words in
section 37 of, the Police Offences Act would
only affect certain kinds of raffles that
could be conducted now in defiance of the
Attorney-General, and of the law?
Mr. MAcKEY.-That is all.
Mr. GAUNSON rose to a point of
order.
He asked if a new clause could
be " read" in Committee? Clause 7 had
been struck out. The Chairman had certainly stated that he would put the
second reading of the new clause now
if it was the wish of the Committee, but
he (Mr. Gaunson) wanted to go on
strict iparliamentary lines, and the whol'e
point was whether this clause must be read
in the House with the Speaker in the Chair.
If the Chairman could put it in this case,
why could not the same thing be done in
Committee with ever\, other clause that was
struck out, and an entirplv fresh clause be
allowed to be put in? He had- no wish to
prevent the new clause from, being put now,
but he would like the Chairman, in his ruling, to make sure that he stood on
thoroughly solid ground.
Mr. MACKINNON said, on the point
of order, he would urge that what the honorable member for the Public Officers said
was quite correct. If the Chairman allowed
a new clause to be brOl.ght in in this way,
it meant that he would allow a private men1ber, for examr Ie, to get possession Qf part
of a Bill at a time when it. might be extremely inconvenient for those in charge of
the Bill to have a discussion raised.
It
would be possible in this way to bring in
a new clause at any time an honorable
member liked, and to' raise a whole discussion which would be extremely embarrassing for those who after all were responsible
for the carrying on of business.
The CHAIRMAX .-Of course, the honorable member is quite right; but I drew
the attention of the Committee at the time
to the pradice that has always been followed in deaTIng with new clauses. I twas
then suggested that we might take the new
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clause in this particular instance, and 1
put it then by leave.
I said that if the
Committee desired it, I should do so.
Mr. GAUNSON said the question was
not a question of refusing leave, but as to
what the true parliamentary practice was
that the Chairman would lay down for the
It was
guidance of future Parliaments.
important that the Chairman should lay
down a ruling that was perfectly in accordance with parliamentary etiquette and
practice.
The CHAIRMAN.-The practice, so
far as I have ever known it, has always
been to take new clauses at the end of a
Bill j but a new clause is always read in
Committee a second time. It has been my
invariable rule, since I have been in the
chair, to put the question, "That the
new clause be read a second time."
Mr . WATT saId the honorable member
for the Public Officers was, he fancied, entirely wrong with respect to adding clauses.
Clearly, clauses of which notice was given
for treatment after the third reading, had
to be read a second time in the House, and
if necessary, dealt with by the House, but
surely it was competent for any honorable
member who gave notice of a clause which
was therefore not sprung upon the Committee at all, to have it discussed in Committee as a second reading of the clause,
and then inserted in the Bill, and then the
clause became part 'of the Bill that was referred to the Committee of the whole
Hause.
There was nothing irregular in
such a procedure.
Mr. MAcKINNoN.-This is only coming
out of time.
Mr. WATT said it was only a matter of
studying the convenience of the Committee
as to the time when new clauses ought
to be taken, and surely the Committee was
more competent to deal with matters of this
kind, when the subject was fresh, than
when discussion on a number of other
matters had intervened.
Mr. MACKINNON.-It has convenience in
its favour, but there may be other consequences.
Mr. WATT said if such a practice suited
the convJ"'1ience of the Committee, and no
possible misconception muld larise, then
it was in the interests of public business.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said v~ry often
in these matters honorable members were
confused through not being able to dea 1
with the whole of a subject in one flace.
If the new clause could be introduced at
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this stage without materially 1. psetting the
laws of precedent, it ought to be dane, because the question to which it related was
now under consideration. The only reason
for the objection to this course seemed to
be that the laws of precedent might be
upset.
If the Committee left the question
undecided at this point, and then had to
take up a new clause bearing on it when
the end of the Bill was reached, it would
he very awkward. hocause it was on 1\' b\'
leave that honorable members would 'then
be able to refer to what had been done
previously. So far .as he knew, new clauses
could be proposed and passed in Committee without consulting the Speaker at all.
The only question was whether it was not
more convenient to deal at present with the
dause that had been submitted. It seemed
to him that the whole question was embraced 1.n thiS' division of the Bill.
He
thought it was reasonable to deal with the
clause now, rather than to leave it until
the Committee reached the end of the Bill.
Mr. MACKEY said it would shorten discussion if he withdrew the clause now, with
the leave of the Committee. He thoroughly
agreed with the last speaker that it would
be much to the advantage of honorable
members on many ocoasions if they dealt
with all related questiQns at the same time,
hut as it might lead to further discussion
if the clause were proceeded with now he
would withdraw it for the present.
The CHAIRMAN.-The only thing that
is irregular about our practice just now is
that we are dealing with this new clause
before we have gone fin all y through the Bill.
I would like to read a passage from Mary
on this subject.
It is at page 46I.
It
saysIf a new clause be offered, the Chairman de·
sires the member to bring it up, and it is read
a first time under Standing Order No. 38, with.
out question put. A question is then put for
reading the clause a second time, ,and if agreed
to the clause may be amended before the question is put for adding it to the Bill.

That has always been the practice so long
as I have been here.
Mr. WATT said that before the proposed new cla.use was withdrawn he would
like to ask whether it was perfectly clear
according to May, and to the Chairman's
ruling, that a new clause could be considered and dealt with in Committee
without reference to the House at all?
The CHAIRMAN. - Yes, certainly.
That has been the rule.
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Mr . WATT said that that upset the
point of order.
1\1r. MACKINNON.-Not at all.
Mr. GAUNSON remarked that he would
like to have a further opportunity of looking up the point to which Mtention had
been called. When a Bill was read a second
time it followed bv inference that every
clause of that Bill ,vas also read a second
time. In Committee the ancient form-and
he was sorry that it had been departed from
-was that every clause began with the word
" that, " and when it was wanted to substitute a new clause it was only necessary
to move that all the words after " that " be
struck out, and then the other words could
be inserted. With all respect to the Chairman, he believed that as matters now stood
new clauses could not be added in Committee.
The CHAIRMAN .-Perhaps the honorable member will permit me to read the two
standing orders dealing with the question.
Standing order No. 243 saysAfter every clause and schedule has beeD
agreed to, and any clauses added which are 'within the title of the Bill, or pursuant to any instruction, the preamble is considered,-

and so on.
says-

Then standing order X o. 24 g

On a clause being offered in Committee, or' OD
the consideration of report or third reading of a
Bill, Mr. Speaker, or the Chairman, shall desire'
the member to bring up the same, whereupon it
is to be read a first time without question put.

The proposed new clause was withdrawn.
On clause 8, relating to missing word and
other competitions,
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he desired
that this clause ·and also clause 9, giving
power to proclaim a lottery, should be'
struck out.
The clause was negatived, as was also
clause 9.
Mr. BENT said that several honorable
members were going to the dinner of the
Municipal Association, and amongst them
the leader of the Opposition.
He (Mr.
Bent) wished therefore to have an understanding that private members' business was.
not to be proceeded with this evening, but
that the whole of the rest of the sitting
should be given to the Gaming Suppression
Bill. He proposed to go on with that Bill
until about half-past eleven o'clock.
It
would perhaps be possible to get the Bill
through Committee to-morrow night, and
the third reading could then be taken on
Tuesdav next.
Mr. 'PRENDERGAST said he had no
objection to the arrangement suggested by
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Mr. BROMLEY remarked that he prethe- Premier. In fact, honorable· members
had already agreed to it, and had taken the sumed this provision was taken from the
New South Wales Act, and he wished to
matter out of his hands.
Mr. BENT.-No, you could have blocked know was it not a fact that, according to
a recent decision, the New South Wales
it.
:\lr. GAUNSON said he \tould like to Government had no right to exclude Vicknow whether the Premier was asking pri- torian newspapers which gave the odds and
.
vate members to give up their business for other betting information?
Mr. MACKEY said he understood that
to-night?
the only question which had been raised
:\lr. BENT.-Yes.
Discussion took place on clause 10, was whether the New South Wales Act did
in fact prohibit the circulation of newswhich was as follows:papers entering New South Wales containIt shall be unlawful(a) to print publish or exhibit or to cause to ing information as to betting. There was
be printed published or exhibited in no question that the Parliament of N e\v
any newspaper or on any placard handbill circular or card any advertisement South Wales had power to deal with an)'
sign notice or other mformation of or newspapers when they arrived there, but it
relating to the establishing commenc- depended on the wording of the Act
ing promoting carrying on or drawing whether the introduction of the newspapers
or intended establishing commencing
promoting carrying on or drawing of into K ew South VV' ales had been proany lottery whether who,ly or partly hibited.
established commenced carried on ":no:Mr. OUTTRIM.-Can YOU control the
moted or managed in Victoria or else- Commonwealth Postal Department?
where i or
Mr. MACKEY said that we could not
(b) to print any ticket or chance or share in
prohibit any newspaper from coming here
anr such lottery i or
by post or ship, but being here we could
(c) to sel circulate exhibit or dispose of any
newspaper which contains any adver- prohibit its circulation here. \lVe had the
tisement sign notice or information of same power over such a newspaper after it
any such lottery.
came here ,as we had over our own newsMr. MACKEY movedpapers. We could not make a law proThat before the word" lottery" (line II), the hibiting the introduction of such a news·
word "illegal" be inserted.
paper.
He said this amendment was simply conMr. SOLLY said it appeared to him
~equential on the determination of the Comthat this proposal was likelv to lead to
mittee to retain section 37 of the Police Inter-State oomplications. It was a verY
()ffences Act 1890.
dangerous proposal indeed. It was taking
The amendment was agreed to, ;as was awav the liberty of people to purcnase any
also an amendment to substitute " illegal" particular newspapers they desired f.rom
for" such" (line 16).
other States, which would give them certain
:\fr. MACKEY movedinformation. Of course, the newspaper
That after the word "newspaper" (line '18),
.the words " printed in any part of the Common. could come here, but when it arrived, according to this proposal, the Government
wealth of Australia" be inserted.
He said there were a number of news- could fcrrbid its circulation amongst those
papers which came here from the old who desired to make use of it for the pur.country that contained matter relating, for pose of gaining the information they reHe contended that this was a
instance, to certain legalired art unions quired.
.there to which no one subscribed in Aus- wrong proposition, which was likely to lead
tralia. These papers were so few that it to Inter-State complications that might be
would be a pity that they should be barred of a very seriou'S nature.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Would not the same
because they contained some information as
to lotteries which were of no concern to thing arise under the clause as it stands,
people here. , The only lotteries that \ve through the use of the words " any newswere concerned with were those that took papers" ?
place in some part of the Commonwealth
Mr. SOLLY said he admitted tnat.
o()f Australia.
Mr. GAUNSON.-SO that after all the
Mr. ELMSLIE.-This amendment would l\1inistry are giving you timely notice of
preclude Tasmania~1 papers coming here what they rea 11 y mean.
that gave the results of Tattersall's sweeps.
Mr. SOLL Y said there might be some
~fr. MACKEY said that was so.
reason for objecting to any literature
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coming in here and being distributed that
was of an indecent character.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Oh, that is a common
law offence.
.
Mr. SOLLY said he thought the State
would be in duty bound to prohibit the introduction of any literature of that character, but when a newspaper came here that
merely imQarted information of what had
taken place lawfully in some other State,
it seemed to him that it was going too f.ar
to prevent people who wanted to participate
in that information from being able to do
so.
:Mr. i\1ACKEY.-Do you suggest that we
should prohibit our own newspapers giving
cerfain information, and allow other newspapers coming in here to give the same information?
Mr. SOLLY said he thought the whole
thing was wrong from start to finish-the
whole principle of prohibiting the publication of these matters. It would be remembered that the Committee had a discussion
over this question last week, and in his
(Mr. Solly's) opinion they arrived at a very
wrong conclusion. They had legalized or
acknowledged the impossibi.1ity of the total
abolition of betting, and seeing that such
was the case, it seemed to him that the
reasonable and logical conclusion was to
allow the publication of any information relating to betting.
Mr. MACKEY.-This clause has nothing
to do with betting.
Mr. SOLLY said it prohibited newspapers
from giving certain information to the public.
Mr. MACKEY.-About what?
Mr. SOLL Y.-About lotteries. It was
a very dangerous provision to have in the
cLause. It was just such another dangerous
provision as that adopted last week prohibiting the publicMion of post betting or the
latest information in regard to horse racing.
The GO\"ernment should consider the advisabilitv of altering the clause.
~fr. ~IACKEY.-I will see if it can be
modified.
~rr. GAUNSON said he would have been
much better pleased if the existing law had
been allowed to stand. If section 37 of the
Police Offences Act were allowed to remain
it would cover everything. His only object in \'oting to prevent newspapers publishin~ information about betting was to
bring the Bill into ridicule. For the same
reason he would vote for this, because he
would vote for anything under the sun that
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would smash up the Bill. This kind of legislation was pernicious.
Paragraph (c)
provided that it should be unlawful "to
sell, circulate, exhibit, or dispose of any
newspaper which contains any advertisement, sign, notice, or information of any
The word "newspaper"
such lottery."
covered the whole ground, no matter where
a newspaper was printed or published. It
included .any newspaper within Victoria, no
matter whether it carne from London or St.
Petersburg. We had a perfectly constitutional right, not to prevent people from
posting their news,papers to Victoria, but
to burn them when they did come.
l\Ir. BROMLEY.-Who is going to have
the business of examining them?
!vfr. GAUNSON said he hoped the honorable member would have it. The Premier had promised that he (Mr. Gaunson)
would become a millionaire if this Bill
passed.
l\h. BENT.-SO YOU will; and if vou
amend it any more - vou will be a double
millionaire. .
.
Mr. GAUNSON said he could not take
a bald statement like that.
In order to
make the matter as clear as mud the Government said that " newspaper" included
:my newspaper no matter where it was publi~hed.
The real fight would come on the
next amendment the Government proposed,
namely, paragraph (d), in which it wa~
proposed to knock Tattersall's sweeps into
eternal smithereens. The last words of that
pk!.ragraph were "or managed elsewhere
than in Victoria." He need hardly- tell the
Premier that he (Mr. Gaunson) had taken
a very keen interest in this Bill.
Mr. BENT.-Keen interest! I wish you
would take a trip to Mordialloc or somewhere else.
:Mr. GAUNSON said that in his right
hand he held a copy of the New South
Wales Act, that dealt with betting only,
and in his left hand he held a copy of the
New South Wales Bill. which he thought
had not vet been passed, and which related
wholly and solely to lotteries. They dealt
with the two subjects in two separate Bills.
The one dealing with lotteries contained
oniv eight clauses, land the eighth clause was
a saving one. His object in getting up
was to tr~' to throw a little light oll' what
the Committee were fighting over. It was
c0nstitutional to provide, although we could
not stop newspapers coming here, that any
onp. who circulated or sold them should be
punished. A newspaper might be posted to
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him from Tasmania, containing an elaborate
advertisement about Tattersall's sweeps.
He did not read these advertisements, and
he did not read the sporting matter, whether cricket, football, horse racing, or cockfighting, which was a sport of our ancesIf the Chairman were in South
tors.
America he would see the priests there after
mass on S unda y mornings going out with
their fighting cocks under their arms aJI1d
spurrilng them on to fight. That was' the
custom of the countrv, and the sport was
no more brutal than' our steeplechases, in
which horses were killed. He never read
these things, but he liked to read a fighting
speech by the honorable member for Maryborough, when he carne out in the open and
said, "Is'nt it time to shift these fellows?" The honorable member was only
waiting for the psychological moment.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-If rumour be true he is
at it now.
Mr. GAUNSON said the honorable
member for ~laryborough had his eye on
him as Attorney-General. Members would
be within their rights in preventing these
newspapers from being circulated. If he
gave this newspaper from Tasmania to his
friends would that be a criminal act?
Mr. BROMLEY.-Yes, undoubtedly.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Was that fair? We
once had a man here named Dr.
Hearn. He was a big man, at whose feet
th:: Premier sat to study constitutional law.
D~. Hearn had published a remarkable
work called The Theory of Legal Duties
and Rights. He did not know that many
members had seen this book, but it was 'l
mine of mental wealth, and he was armed
with wondrous information who read it.
On page 26 of his work, Dr. Hearn
stated--

Mr. MURRAY.-Does it not become a
habit with some men to try to stop it?
1\1r. GAUNSON said it was a thoroughly
good habit. He could say without fear of
being successfully contradicted, that if
members came to this House and made a
solemn religious vow that there should be
110 fresh legislation for a period of ten
years, and solemnly .a.pplied themselves to'
the administration of the existing law, they
would be doing more good for the public
than in the extraordinary way in which they
were legislating now. He could quote sheaf
upon sheaf of arguments to show th~ it
was unwise to pass this kind of legislation.
I t was a perfectly true axiom, as declared
by 'Mr. Kerferd some years ago, that delay
was a fundamental principle of the Bricish
Constitution.
Mr. BENT.-The fundamental principle.
:Mr. GAUNSON said Mr. Kerferd wa~
not far wrong in that statement. By this
precious legislation the Chamber was destroying men' S private property, and takEvery
ing from them their legal' rights.
honorable member must know that that
was the case, and none of them could lay
the flattering unction to the cockles of his
heart-he believed that was the Shakspearian expression-that he alone was
doing right. Honorable members ought to
know that they ,.,'ere taking away property that a man had acquired according
to law, and which was legally held.
Mr. COLECHIN.-The Premier says delays are dangerous.
Mr. GAUNSON said they were if one
was making love to a yO!l.l.ng woman.
1\1r. ELMSLIE stated that he must con·
fess he did not like this proposal at all. It
either went too far or not far enough.
'iVith regard to newspatPers published in
the Commonwealth, he would point out
that New Zealand was looked upon as a
part of Austral'asia, though it was not a
part of the Commonwealth.
He took it
that this clause was to prevent the results
of Tattersall's sweeps from being known.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Yes.
Mr. ELMSLIE said that all that the
people who were in charge of Tattersall's
sweeps had to do would be to send the
results over to New Zealand, and have
While
them inserted in a paper there.
a Tasmanian paper containing this information would not be allowed to be circulated in Victoria, aNew Zealand paper
containing the same matter would be
admitted.

It does not follow because the State has absolute control over the persons and properties of
its subjects that such power is exercised without
restraint. In every well governed State provision is made for protection, not only by the Government, but against the Government.

What did members think of that?
That
was a great constitutional doctrine wh~ch
there was no getting away from, and which
hr had been preaching until he waS' regarded
as a striking illustration of a great nuisance. The man who tried to stop legis]ation was very often the best man for the
country.
After a long parliamentary life
he had come to the conclusion that the man
who tried to stop legislation was often acting more wisely on behalf of the public
than the man who tried to have it passed.

23 2 9

233 0

Gaming

[ASSEMBLY.]

Su ppressio1Z Bill.

Mr. J. W. BILLSO~ (Fitzroy) said
Mr. MACKEY.-Is it the results of this
There is that a lottery might be established, manlottery you are referring to?
no objection to giving results. I will put aged, and carried on elsewhere in a perfect! y legal manner, according to their
in words to fix that up.
own laws, and we in Victoria had no power
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. 'l\IACKEY movedto declare that they should be illegal.
Mr. MACKEY.-But we can say that any
That in paragr~ph (c) the word "such" be
omitted, and "illegal" substituted.
person \"ho sells or disposes of a newspaper from another State containing inforThe amendment was agreed to.
Mr. MACKEY said that the honorable mation as to intended lotteries is acting
'Ve are' dealing with transacmember for Albert Park had pointed out illegall y.
that after a lotterv like Tattersall's hald tions taking place partly within Victoria.
taken place there was no objection to the
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said
result being published.
It was suggested the Government were stretching out in a
that there was no objection to the result direction that they would find afterwards
of a lottery already drawn being published. to be painfully ineffective.
He did not
l\f.r. OUTTRIM.-You want to IPublish in- think the law could be carried out as the
formation about an ille?;al lottery?
~Iinistry desired.
However, he would not
Mr. MACKEY said Tatter,sall's lottery object.
He would rather the proposar
was not illegal in Tasmania.
should go through, and its failure be deMr. ELMsLIE.-You prohibit papers monstrated. An attempt was being made
printed in the Commonwealth from pub- to render illegal certain acts which iIT
lishing certain things, but New Zealand other places were perfectly legal.
papers could come in with all this infor~1r. MACKEY.-That is not the effect of
mation.
this, I assure you.
Mr. MACKEY said he was referring to
Mr. SOLLY remarked that he agreed'
the results of Tattersall's lottery. How- with the honorable member for Fitzroy.
ever. this matter could be called attention ~ ewspapers were the general source of
to when another occasion arose.
information for the general public.
A
The amendment was agreed to.
paper published in Tasmania would conMr. MACKEY movedThat the following paragraph be added to the ,tain information whrich was valuable to
the commercial people, and other informaclause : (d) In this Division of this Act "illegal lot- tion which was of value to the generaI
tery" means any lottery in contravention of sec- public, but because that newspaper !pubtion thirty-seven of the Police Offences Act 1890 lished the result of Tattersall's sweep or
or this Division or intended to be established
commenced carried on promoted drawn or man- some information in regard to that lotterv,
such as that a drawing would take place
aged elsewhere than in Victoria.
He said the effect of this amendment on a certain date, all the other informawould be that newsnapers, whethler Vic- tion contained in that newspaper would be
torian or Commonwealth, would be pro·· prohibited from being circulated here. He
hibited from publishing advertisements was surprised at the commercial comstimulating the :people to take tickets in munity of this State and their representaanv lotterv outside Victoria.
After a tives in Parliament not protesting agaInst
Newspapers were the
lottery had' taken place. and it had become anything like this.
a matter of histOrY-either a day or five only means bv which the buLk of the
years afterwards.-:-there seemed tOo be no general public" received any informa6on as
As
serious Qb;ection to nublishing the result. to what took place in other States.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-What is the object of had been pointed out, the newspapers in
it? Somebodv in Victoria mav win, and Ta~m~ia woul? be publishing something
if that result was published, would not that whIch It was qUIte legal for them to publish
in t,heir State in regard to Tattersall's
f'xcite people's cupidity?
sweeps,
and yet because of that pUblication
IMr. ELMsLIE.-We would rejoice with
all the other valuable information that the
him.
Mr. T. W. BILLSON (Fitzrov) said commercial communitv or the industrial
he failed to see how we in Victoria could people desired would be" prohibited from
have- an~' jurisdiction over anyth~ng carried being circulated here.
Mr. MAcKEy.-What the honorable
on elsewhere than in Victoria. That would
member says about advertisements is alhE- making law for athe-r places.
ready the existing law.
Mr. MAcKEY.-Onlv for Victoria.
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Mr. ,'MACKINNON.-YOU have never been
to prosecute under that section.
·Mr. SOLLY said he had seen in newlSpapers information as to when Tattersall's
sweeps would be drawn, and on what date
the result would be known, and also a
standing advertisement with regard to
This had a ppeared in
these sweeps.
our public press he believed.
The Minister desired to prohibit the publication of
anything like that. But.as he (Mr. Solly)
had pointed out, all the important InterState information was obtained from the
newspapers. This appeared to be a very
dangerous provision, and it must eventually
create "ery strained relations between State
and State.
Honorable members knew
how powerful the press was.
It was a
might~ weapon in any civilized country today.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-A mighlty atom.
Mr. SOLLY said it was mightier than
the honorable member. He was surprised
at the Government attempting to force a
provision like this through the Ch'amber,
considering the important bearing it· had
.on the general community. Supposing all
the newspapers from the other States came
here with this: information, he could not
see what harm it would do to the community. It was said that this Bill would
take away all incentive to gambling.
If
that was the case, the publication of this
matter would be of no importance. However, this provision woul d certainly prevent people from getting all the other information that they wanted to obtain from
the newspapers. He sincerely hoped that
the Mini·ster would withdraw this proposal
for the present.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Will you please explain
what 'You mean by the incentive to gambling?
Mr. SOLLY said an argument was used
bv the anti-Socialists that if Socialism was
eStablished there would be no incentive to
gain.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-I am sorry that I asked
far the explanation.
Mr. SOLLY said he did not desire to
go into the whole of that question, but he
merely wished to point out that the allimportant question of Inter-State communication bv the pre$S, without any restrictions whatever, was involved. That should
be ~ermitted, unless there was some indecent publication, and then certainly the
State should have the right to prohibit that
~l>le
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literature .from being distribut~d m the
State.
Mr. ELMsLIE.-This Bill might be
called an indecent publication.
Mr. SOLL Y said he did not know whether it was indecent, but it would not be
justifiable to print it, because there was
no justice in the Bill. It appeared to him
such a lop-sided affair that no one who
had read it could recommend it. He hoped
the Government would see its way clear
to. withd!aw the .proposal for the present,
WIth a VIew of bnngmg forward somethinO'
of a more intelligent character which could
recommend itself to the Hous~.
.Mr. J. ~. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said he
WIshed to Impress on the Ministry the adv~sabilitv of withdrawing the proposal. He
dId not know whether it appeared to him
to be more far-reaching than it did to the
majority of members, and the Minister in
particular. He was not interested in gambling in any' shape or form. He had never
attended a pony meeting, and he never
made bets.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Do you attend dog
shows?
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzrov).-Yes .
He went to the last dog show in the Exhibition, and he saw the honorable member
when he carne outside. He (Mr. Billson)
was not interested in gambling in the slightest degree, but he read the Inter-State
papers. If the amendment were carried it
would be impossible for him and every other
person in the State to obtain a copy of
any paper published outside the State.
because it would be illegal to publish. C'er~
tain information which was not illegal in
other States. The result was that, while
he might desire certain information, he was
absolutely prohibited from getting it, because the papers would publish the information which was prohibited. They could
not be blamed for publishing it when thev
were get~ing well paid for it. Papers were
commercIal concerns, and who would blame
them for taking all the money they could
get for advertisements?
Mr. MAcKEY.-Are these papers posted
to you?
~1r. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-No. He
could get them at the railway stations but
he generally got them in the city.
'
Mr. BENT.-They are not allowed to do
this in New South Wales now.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said New
South Wales was not the only [lace to be
considered. The Queensland papers, the
Sor.th Australian papers-'-
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Mr. J\IACKINNON.-As a matter of fact,
some of our Melbourne papers publish a
special edition to avoid such a provision as
this in Queensland.
Mr.
W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said
Western' Australian papers would be prohibited, South Australian papers would be
prohibited, and also New Zealand papers.
Mr. GAUNSON.-No; ,,'e do not close it
to New Zealand. That is the fun of the
position.
Mr. J. W. BILLSOX (Fitzroy) said
Tasmanian papers would be prohibited.
The provision simply meant that the reading public in this State, who took .no interest in racing and gambling, and who did
not care a dump about what was being done
in these matters, would be refused the
perusal of those papers from which alone
they could obtain the information they desired.
]\fro MACKINNoN.-Patronize local industries.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (FitzrtJy) said
the honorable member for Prahran, spE'n.king of newspapers, said, "Patronize local
industries." What literature would honorable members have if they confined themselves to the publications of Victoria?
Would the honorable member for Prahran
be satisfied with that? The honorable member was talking rubbish, and did not intend
his remark to be taken seriously. It was
just one of those remarks that was laughed
at and passed over. There were thousands
of men and women in this State who desired
information from the press of other States.
This proposal would prevent those people
obtaining those papers, a.Ithough they WE're
not at all interested in the gambling or
anti-e-ambligg crusade that was being carried on. Such a provision was never asked
for. 'Its effect would be disastrous, and it
would not have any beneficial result as far
as the furtherance of the object the Ministrv had in view was concerned.
Mr. GAUNSON said this was an amendment upon which the real fight over
Adams' sweepstakes, or whatever thev were
called. might take place. There wa; many
a time when he had tried to better his
condition b~' going in for a modest 5S •
sweep, and he looked with feelings of poignant regret to the fact that he would not
he at libertv to invest his 5s. now and again
in the same way.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Give it to
the church.
]\fro 'GAUNSON said he would not give
to the church.

r
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Mr. KEAsT.-Give it to the poor.
Mr. GAUNSON said he had many more
calls on him than honorable members might
think. He supposed he had twenty-five
people on his back.
At this stage, the time having arrived
for taking business other than Government
business, progress was reported.
POSTPOKEMNET OF PRIVATE
MEMBERS' B17SINESS.
Mr. BENT moyedThat the sessional order fixing the order of
Government business and private members' business on 'Vednesday be suspended for this evening so as to allow Government busin.es~ to take
precedence during the whole of the slttmg.

He said he had consulted the gentlemen
who had business on the notice-paper, and
they had been kind enough to agree to the
proposal.
Mr. HANNAH.-YOll did not consult me.
1\1r. BENT said the honorable member
knew he (Mr. Bent) h<l:d the honorable member's leave before. He had ascertained
that.
Mr. HANNAH.-Did vou?
Mi'. BENT said he '",as thankft.l to the
honorable member for Abbotsford, who had
his Bill in order, for allowing the Government to go on ",ith Government business.
He would promjse the honorable member
that he would have the earliest and best
opportunity that he (Mr. Bent) could give
him of going on with his Bill. He was
about to sav that he proposed to adjourn
at I I or half-past I I to-night.
Mr. 'GAUNSON.-Sav I I o'clock.
Mr. BENT said i'f honorable members
got on well with business he might do so.
To-morrow, if honorable members let him
get to the report stage of the Gaming
Suppression Bill-Mr. BROMLEY.-We have not commenced discussing it yet.
Mr. BENT said he thought honorable
members might let the Bill get to the report stage to-morrow, and then-perh;tps it
was as well to sav it, and perhaps it ought
not to be said-they could take the third
reading on Tuesda ,; next. He wanted to
take honorable members over the jumps
nicelv.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-)Iake it Tuesday week.
Mr. BENT said the interjection indicated a fear on the part of the honorable
member. He could assure the honoraole
member, from what he could see of it,
that the Bill would not be in operation
before the Cup. He had heard that some-

Postponement of Private
body had £1 in some sweep, and the
Government was not anxious, at any rate,
that that supporter should lose his £ I.
Mr. COLECHIN.-Is that the Minister of
Vvater Supply?
Mr. BENT said .honorable members had
got on very nicely, and he felt sure they
would assist him to get through with this
If
very complicated and difficu~! Bill.
honorable members had only had to draw
it up, as the Government had, and look
all round at the various matters, they would
sympathize with the Government. The honorable member for Port Melbourne need
not interject very much, because the Government had worked very well for him
and his people. The Government had made
the honorable member's seat secure.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-You will
run a Government candidate against him
next time.
Mr. BENT said honorable members need
not believe that. The honorable member
for Port Melbourne would be a Government supporter. He (Mr. Bent) thanked
the members who had given up their time
to the Government this evening.
Mr. ANSTEY.-I have got a culvert that
wants fixing up.
Mr. BENT said it was well understood
that the honorable member for Brunswick
, and himself were going to confer, WIth a
view of making the Gaming Suppression
Bill a complete measure.
Mr. BEAZLEY said he was pleased the
Premier nad given a promise to allow
him (Mr. Beazley) to have an opportunity
of going on with his Bill. He (Mr.
Beazlev) had had the same measure before
the House for three sessions, and each time
he had postponed it at the request of the
Premier, who had given a promise each
time that he (Mr. Beazley) would have an
opportunity given him of proceeding with
the measure. He trusted that this time the
promise would be fulfilled.
1\1r. HANNAH said he was in very
much the same position as was the honorable member for Abbotsford. :ae (Mr.
Hannah) had introduced a measure in two
previous sessions. Last session he got that
measure into Committee, with the assurance of the Government that he would be
enabled to go on with it. Then he wag
informed that the measure would be made a
Government measure this session. Up to the
present the Government had brought in
portion of the Bil1, which dealt with lifts,
hut the Bill he (Mr. Hannah) introduced
dealt with scaffolding as well, and at the
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present time there was no indication of the
Government bringing in a Scaffolding Inspection Bill. Accidents were taking .place
every day in connexion with scaffolding,
and he would like to keep his promise to
those he was pledged to. Therefore he
desired an ,assurai1ce tirom the Premier
that this matter would be dealt with.
Mr. BENT.-You are doubly assured.
Mr. HANNAH said the honorable
gentleman stated at the end of last session'
that, if he lived, it would be the first meaSlire that the Government would introduce
Therefore, having been
this session.
pledged to it, and having been fighting in
the interests of these men, he desired an assurance from the Premier that something
would be done to meet the requirements of
so many men whose lives "muld be very
often in jeopardy.
Mr. SOLLY said he desired to draw attention to the fact that on the notice-paper
there was a not.ice of motion dealing with
the question of a minimum wage for railway employes.
But for the fact that it
,,-as a very important matter, he would not
d,elay t~ House on this occasion by refernng to It.
The SPEAKER.-As it is now halfpast eight o'clock, it is mv dutv to declare
that the time for taking b~siness other than
Government business has arrived.
HONORABLE :\fEMBERS.-Pltt the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The CLERK read the Order of the Daye e Gaming Suppression Bill-to be further
considered in Committee."
Mr. ~OLL Y said he' desired, by leave,
to ask If he could conclude his remarks.
The SPEAKER.-The Order of the Day
for the f~rther consideration of the Gaming
SUf'presslon Bill in Committee has been
read, and, therefore, I cannot hear the honorable member now.
I will -hear him
gladly on another occasion.
GAMING SUPPRESSION BILL.
The House then went into Committee
for the further consideration of this Bill.
Mr. BENT said he took the opportunitv
of telling the honorable member for the
Railways Service (Mr. Solly) that he would
hf: afforded ~n opportlmity of going on
WIth the motIOn to which the honorable
member had referred.
Mr. SOLLY said what the Premier had
stated was not the point. The point was
that the Railways Commissioners were reducing freights all along the line, and the
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question would be raised whether a mlm- with them with regard to Tattersall's
mum rate could be paid, on the ground sweeps.
The CHAIRMAX.-I cannot see am'that the Treasurer had not sufficient monev.
If the Commissioners were reduoing freights thing about Tattersall's sweeps in this pa-rit was a dead certainty that the Treasurer ticular amendment.
would not have sufficie~t money.
1\1r. GA UNSON said the last line of tl:e
Mr. MAcKEy.-The honorable member's amendment referred to lotteries manageJ
notice of motion is for next Wednesday, elsewhere than in Victoria. That. directl\"
struck at Tattersall's sweeps.
In orde'r
and not for to-day.
Mr. BENT.-I hope I will get enOl.gh to show that he was not altogether wron~ in
money this week, at any rate, to pay, it 1 his notion about Tattersall's sweeps, he
wished to quote a letter he had received tohave to pay it.
Discussion was then resumed on clause day. In the oases that met a man in the
10, as amended, which provided that it desert of life, and that desert was made
should be unlawful to publish, print for, still more arid by those newspapers that
Or advertise an illegal lottery, and on :Mr. the honorable member for Fitzroy described
Mackev's amendment to insl~rt the follow- as commercial speculations-the honorable
member had suddenly a wakened to the
ing ne'w paragraph:(d) In this Division of this Act "illegal lot- fact that they were run for money, and by
tery" means any lottery in contravention of sec- the way they were clamouring about beingtion thirty-seven of the Police Offences Act 1890 prevented from publishing material just
or this Division or intended to be established now-it was delightful to receive a letter
commenced carried on promoted drawn or mpnof this sort. He had asked the honorable
aged elsewhere than in Victoria.
member for Richmond if he knew the
Mr. GAUNSON said he was exrressing,
writer, but the honorable member had a
when the business jt:.st dealt with interlarge constituency, and of course did not
vened, the keen regret he felt at the proknow every indiyidual in it.
The letter
spect of being unable to spend his modest
wasbrown upon Tatkrsall's sweep, but he found
To D. Gaunson, Esq., ~LL.A.
there was an interregnum that would enThe
writer called him " esquire," but genable him to do so in time for the next
'Melbourne Cup, so he was saved. Some- erall y the Age called him " scoundrel."
All honour to you for the gallant fight you are
thing had been said about the power to
deal with other countries. For the purpose making against the obnoxious clauses in the AntiGambling Bill. I hope you will see your way to
of law proceedings, or, generally speaking, oppose
the clause that would prohibit people
law matters, all other States were to t...s from sending by parcel post for a ticket in Tatforeign States, but the comical part of the tersall's sweep. Tattersall's sweep is a very
situation was that! whilst the Committee harmless system of gambling, and is drawn
were restricting the sale of newsrapers pub- f airl y, under proper supervision. The money
sent to Tattersall's all comes back again in the
lished in the Commonwealth, they were shape of prizes, less 10 per cent., a.nd 110 one
not restricting the sale of English news- who wins a prize grudges the commission. I
papers or foreign newspapers other than have known scores of working p'eople who had
those published on the mainland of Aus- no other hope of making a rise receiving subbenefits through Tattersall's. In fact,
tralia.
The New Zealand newspapers stantial
Tattersall's sweep is a public desideratum. I
might still be sold. That was a curious could fill pages, if I thought it necessary, to parfeature that seemed to have been over- ticularize instances I have known of people who
looked. Generally speaking, there was an have won prizes in Tattersall's and put the money
immense public approval of Tattersall's to good purposes.
He had known
sweeps. It was quite true that the clergy That was the point.
met the Premier at the Exhibition Building thoughtful, good young men make a rise
on 20th Jt...ne, this year, and rronounced out of Tattersall's, and link their fate with
against Tattersall's sweeps, and the Govern- some charming girl, and they had sailed
ment had adopted, their policy in that re- down the stream of time together and given
spect. Of course honorable members knew hostages to fortune-all through Tatterhe did not care a snap of his finger for the sall's The letter concludedclergv, but, taking care to speak of them
But I think I have said enough to call your
with bated breath, and with simulated re- attention to it.
I have the honour to be, sir,
spect. he might very truthfully state that
Your obedient servant,
the public of this country did not care a
W. STEWART.
brass button about the clergy, and were not
203 Punt Road, Richmond.
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In the name of fortune, what flea was
biting the pachydermatous hide of the Ministry over this matter?
What had set
them on to this ridiculous legislation-the
most absurd of all the abst.rd legislation
that ever was invented?
There was a
craze for legislation.
Professor Hearn
mentioned that, and that was why he had
sent for the Dictionary of Dates, for he intended to refer to the Kings of England.
Professor Hearn was stating a literal truth
in what he said about the craze for legislation. He was for a long time the editor of
the Argus, or at least, he inspired the Argus
with what little brains it had. He noticed
that the Sreaker's mace was always on the
table when the Speaker was in the chair,
although it was not there when the Chairman was in the chair. The mace was a
relic of old times, and the reason for that
practice was that the knights fought with
maces, and the Speaker always had his
mace carried before him, so that if the
editor of any newspaper came up he could
knock into him any little brains that he
needed.
Professor Hearn said, on page'
21--

The CHAIRMAN.-Will the honorable
member show me how he proposes to connect this with the amendment before the
Chair?
Mr. GAUNSON said he was showing
how unnecessary it was to introduce the
amendment, and even the clause. It was
Lnnecessary and wicked legislation.
It
was the outcome of a craze for legislation.
Professor Hearn statedThe conquerors of Crecy looked with undisguised alarm at any new project of law, and the
fact that a reform necessitated a new statute
was an admitted and often a fatal obstacle to
its sqccess. All the volumes of our statutes, from
their beginning under Henry III. to the close
of the reign of George II., do not equal the
quantity of legislative work done in a decade
of any subsequent reign.

Therefore for 500 or 600 years of British
history the whole of the legislation did
not equal in volume ten years of the legislation passed since the reign of George II.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsla~d East).Have we not made as much progress in
five years as they did in 5oo?
Mr. GAUNSON said we had made progress backwards, and often that ,vas the
true wav to progress.
When reople
fanaied . they were going forwaJrd, they
were really going into the devil's lap.
Referring to the Dictionary of Dates
to find what time Professor Hearn re-
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ferred to, he found that the English
Sovereign who succeeded Henry III.
was Edward I.
He was a great man.
Then came Edward 11., Edward IlL, and
Richard II. That was the poor fellow
who was done to death at Pontefract
Castle. He (Mr. Gaunson) would not
describe how he was done to death, because
that would not be regarded as decent.
Richard II. was succeeded by Edward IV.
When did Henry III. reign? He reigned
in 1216. George 11.-The CHAIRMAN.-For the life of me
I cannot see what this has to do with the
amendment.
Mr. GAUKSOK said he was pointing
out that this craze for legislation was a
dangerous craze, and that our forbears,
ou~ ancestors, were able to put up, in .a
senes of some 500 or 600 years, with an
~mount of l~gislation which we got through
111 one seSSIOn.
Whv, it was monstrous.
1I uman nature could not stand it.
The CHAIR:VfAN.-I think this would
come better in a second-reading speech.
(At this point a note \Y::IS handed to the
speaker).
Mr. GAU~SON.-Oh, damn the parsons!
Mr. BROMLEY rose to a point of order.
He wished to know what the observation
just made by the honorable member had to
do with the amendment.
Mr. GAUNSON said he h~H.1 been betrayed into a little ebullition o:B temper.
A message was brought to him that a certain reverend gentleman wanted to get into
the gaBery. He (Mr. Gaunson) did not
know him, and did not want to know him.
He would rather have to deal with Satan
himself, because he could stand UP to him,
but these black-coated jellybags he could
not stand at ~ll. He was fighting the subject of Tattersall's sweeps. He had a
holy horror and loathing- for these men who
made a pretence of religion, and claimed
to be holier than he was. He claimed to
be a perfect devil, and these men were not
a bit better. It was all "my eve and
Betty Martin" trying to put a ;top -to Tattersall's sweeps and to betting. What did
they find in a public meeting that assembled the other dav at Castlemaine? A
meeting of the townspeople was called together to consider whether they should ha'·?
a bazaar or whatever it was, conducted i:1
the usual plan for some charity. and thes~
black-coated gentry got in there and tried
to upset the meeting. and denounced
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betting, but they were licked badly, anu
had to turn their discomfited coats to th~
wall. He knew there were not many honorable members who would like to speak on
this subject in the same way as he did,
but as he was politically dead himself, he
could speak as though he were alive for the
time being. He warned the public at
large against the pretensions of these men,
because his reading of English history had
taught him that they were very dangerous
,d1enever they attempted to interfere with
the amusements or ordinarv practices of the
people which were not in themselves sinful.
At the best they were only moral
police, and they were not at all equal to
the blue-coated men in that respect. The
ordinary police were physical heroes when
compared with these spirItual gentlemen.
But let honorable members revert to Tattersall's sweeps, and let them reason with
one another. Was it at all necessary that
they should wipe out Tattersall's sweeps?
He thought he would have to alter his tactics. For the convenience of Hansard' he
ahvays kept any quotations or newspaper
cuttings that he wished to use, and handed
them over to Hansard. He found they
were generally so good that Hansard kept
So
them, and he never got them again.
that in future he would not be at liberty
to give new spa per cuttings to Hansard Uliless he got them back again.
1\[r. COLECHIN.-You get them in H ansardo

:rvlr. GAUNSON said it would make a
dog sick to read through his speeches, or
through the speeches of the honorable
member. He could not do it, anyhow.
The CHAIR1\'f AN .-Might I suggest
that it would be a good thing now if the
honorable member would sa\' a ,yord or
two about the amendment? '
1\1r. GAUNSON said he was glad the
Chairman recalled him to the subject.
There was a principle that was known to
lawyers as the comity of nations.
There
was such a thing as respectful consideration
for the feelings of neighbouring States.
For instance, state~men in England were
wont to speak of France or Germanv with
feelings of becoming respect wheneve'r the\'
did say anything at all. Why then shoulc]
we pretend to be so much better than our
fellow Englishmen across the sea in little
Tasmania, who had legalized Tattersall's
sweeps, and ,,,,hen, as a matter of fact,
hundreds of thousands of pounds had been
sent over to Tattersall's sweeps, including
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the outpourings from clergymen themselves.
Mr. ELMsLIE.-What did the Premier
of Tas~ani.a say the other day-Ie God help
Tasmama If Tattersall's is abolished."
Mr. GAUXSOK said the parsons prayed
"God destroy Tasmania," but the Premier
of Tasmania said" God help Tasmania."
Tti~t gentleman might well call upon the
DeIty to help Tasmania, when he found
that the other coves were doing their best
to .".down '.' that State. Was that a proper
SplrIt to dIsplay towards the little State of
Tasmania? It was part of the Commonwealth, and therefore it was only reasonable t.hat we should allow the present state
of thmgs to obtain a little further. But
wit? regard to Tattersall's sweeps, it was
deSIrable that the Committee should know
what the facts were. To begin with, did
l:onorable members know why this legislation was necessary? That was a question
that should be answered. Was it answered
at all to begin with? What was the Crown
La w Department doing at this very
moment? The Attornev-General of Victoria was suing a mal~ of the name of
Moss for purchasing or selling a ticket in
Tattersall's. The case was brought under
two old. Act~ passed in the reign of George
11., whIch It was contended were in force
in Victoria, and he was inclined to think
they were in force here, because by a
Statute passed in the ninth vear of
the reign of George IV. 'it was
en.acted that all the statute and common law of England that could bv any
possibility apply to New South Wales, or
New Holland as it was originally called,
should so apply. Up to that time the common law of England did not run in New
South Wales, because New South W.al'2;s
was not settled as a settlement of Englishmen. It was only a penal settlement. The
Supreme Court of Victoria had been occupied for two or three days in hearing
arguments as to whether those Acts of
George II. were in force in Victoria and
if ~hey ~ere th~re ,~as ,a penalty in' ':onneXlOn WIth sellmg tIckets for any foreign
lottery. The question was seriouslv debated whether Tasmania was a foreign
country or whether the term "foreian
c?untry" applied onlv to foreign Stat~s
hke France or Germaiw. The Court Te?erved judgment on the 'Point as to whether
It was Illegal to sell these tickets, and 10W
,an endeavour was made bv this Bill to
make the matter certain by -putting an ~nd
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to the whole business. He would like to and cruel things if we chose, and the Vicknow how manv members of this House torian Parliament could pass most improper
there were who "had not at some time or la.\\'s, if it were not restrained by the dic
other, either for themselves or for their tates of common sense. We should not atfriends OT relatives, sent oyer a ticket to tempt to interfere with people in other countries who were running lotteries. If they
Tattersall's.
~h. GRAY.-Let us have a show of \vere running lotteries in Tasmania why
hands.
should he (Mr. Gaunson) be prohibited
Mr. GAUNSON said there was not a from sendin.g his little whack there, if he
member in the House who had not done so. wanted to? It was nonsensical to suppose
Mr. COLECHIN.-I have not.
that because he sent 5s. to Tattersall's he
Mr. GAUNSON said it was the '~xcep- was going to the devil. If the Archangel
tion which proved the rule.
.
Gabriel came down and told him so he
Mr. COLECHIN.-I know a Geelong man (Mr. Gaunson) would say" Fudge."
'the
who got a share in the first prize, for all thing was fudge, and they all knew it.
that.
.
He was glad to observe that the Premier at
Jvlr. GAUNSON said honorable members last had become clothed and in his right
should be serious. They never could be mind, and was not now seeking to coerce
serious when the honorable member for the Committee, but was affording honorGeelong broke in. The honorable mem- able members a rerusonable opportunity of
ber's natural temperament \yas hilarious, debating this matter. And he (Mr. Gaunson)
and the wonder was that it was so, seeing would like to know, 00 a matter of such
that he did not drink. St. Paul said to enormous importance, vvhen they were atTimothy, "Drink not water, but take a tempting deliberately to change the habits
little wlne for thine often infirmities." If of the people, habits which had grown with
the honorable member drank a little wine, them for upwards of a century--aye, and
for centuries past-he would like to know
he (Mr. Gaunson) could understand it.
The CHAIRMAN.-I think the honor- whether any time was ill-spent, no matter
able member is straying away a good deal how long it might be, in discuss~ng these
questions in all, their lights? This was lefrom the amendment.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would like to gislation run mad, and he would do his
induce some honorable member to get up best to stop it. He did not intend to speak
and follow him, and show whX this .legisla- to-night again fOT more than a couple of
tion should be passed. He was reminded hours, but in the meantime he hoped some
that in this clause there appeared the other honorable member would address himwords" or managed elsewhere than in Vic- self to the subject, and fight the battle of
toria." Now, why should we attempt to freedom.
Mr. SOLLY said he desired to ask the
interfere with our neighbours? Ifl they
chose to go to the devil in their own way Minister in charge of the Bill whether he
why should they not be allowed to do so? h.ad considered what would be the result
It was flying in the face of Providence. providing a Commonwealth servant was
The Almighty understood a great deal bet· carryjng newspapers about, such as those
ter what He was after than we did, and referred to in this clause, for the purpose
this being so, he (Mr. Gaunsoo) objected of delivering them?
Mr. BENT.-We would ask him to pay
on the principle of the comity of nations
to a.n.y interference with a State that was his income tax.
of kin with ours.
~1r. SOLLY said that was not an answer
Mr. COLECHIN.-What about the comitv to the question.
He submitted that the
of nations when other States have passe~l State had really no power or right to insimilar laws before us?
terfere with Commonwealth servants, and
Mr. GAUNSON .asked what States had he would like to know what position the
State Government was going to take up
passed a similar la.w to this?
Mr. COLECHIN .-Queensland and South provided that these newspapers were .at·
tempted to be delivered by servants of the
Australia.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not believe Commonwealth Government? Would the
it. But even if any other country had done State attempt to interfere with Commonso, what right had we to interfere with other wealth servants in such a case? If so, no
countries? He was not arguing the point end of trouble would be caused. Did the
that we could pot do it j we could do wicked Premier think that the Commonwealth
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Parliament ha.d no rights? "C nquestiol1.abl y
Commonwealth Gm'ernment had the
right to control the delivery of letters and
11t..'wspapers throughout the Commonwealth,
and under these circumstances, if the State
was to attempt to interfere with a Commoowealth servant when delivering these pruticular newspapers, the State Goyernment
would find themselves in a terrible hole.
He had heard the Premier deliver utterances to the €ffect that the Commonwealth
had its rights and the State had also its
rights. He (Mr. Solly) quite admitted tha t
the State Parliament had the right of selfgovernment, but he questioned very much if
the State Parli,am.ent had the right to inter·
fere with the ordinan' carrying out of his
He
duties bv a Commonwealth servant.
(?vIr. Soilv) raised this point last week
when this question was previously under
discussion, and there had been no reply
either fram the Premier or the Minister in
charge of the Bill.
He would again ask,
what would the Government do provided
Commonwealth servants were delivering
the newspapers which this clause proposed to prohibit from distribution in the
State? What would the Government do
with any Commonwealth servant who was
rleliveririg such papers?
Mr. MAcKEy.-Nothing.
\Ve have no
power to deal with them.
Mr. SOLLY said in that case he would
ask was it not a farce to place such a clause
in the Bill. If the interjection of the Minister of Lands was correct-that the State
Government could do nothing-what earthly
llse was it to put a clause like this in the
Bill under which the Government might be
forced to attempt to do something by public opinion?
We all knew what public
opinion was in Victoria.
It was public
opinion which had forced this Bill along.
Mr. BROMLEy.-It is the minority of
the public which has forced the Bill along.
Mr . SOLLY said he would not say whether it was the majority or the minority,
but there was no doubt that it was only as
the result of public meetings and demonstrations that this Bill had seen the light.
If the State police attempted to interfere
with Commonwealth servants when carrying
out their ordinary functions and duties to
the Commonwealth what would be the result ?
Mr. MAcKEy.-The police would pay the
costs on both sides.
Mr. SOLLY said there would be no end
to the costs. With all our big surpluses
th~·
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there "'mIld not be sufficient money in the
Treasury to pay the cost of administering
this law.
It was simply ridiculous to
place such a measure on the statute-book.
The Government should be prepared with
some answer--Mr. MAcKEy.-The answer is that this
clause does not applY to the Post Office.
'Mr. SOLLY.-Bv what other means
could the newspapers come in?
1\1r. ~fACKEy.-This clause does not iPrevent any newspapers coming into the State.
Mr. SOLLY.-No, but it prevented the
distribution of them.
If a newspaper
came from Tasmania-Mr. WATT.-Make a law for the Commonwealth when YOU are elected for
Batman.
Mr. SOLLY said he might not get in
for ~atman.
He was only asking this
question-Mr. BENT .-It takes vou a long time to
ask it.
~Ir. SOLLY said that if a newspaper
that was prohibited according to this clause
arrived at the Post Office, who was going to
inspect it to see if it contained any information that would prohibit its distnbution?
Mr. ~rAcKEy.-There is no in~ectioll
to take place in the Post Office under this
Bill.
Mr. SOLLY said it was the most farcical
thing he ever heard of. The ?\Iinister of
Larlds 'stated that the distribution of these
newspapers was to be prevented, but when
they arrived there would be no one prepared to camy out the law so as to prevent them from reaching their destination.
He could not understand that. The honorahle member for the Public Officers had
made a long speech, but his arguments had
been pertinent, althlough he went astrav a
The honorable member used a
little.
useful argument, and if ever the State did
interfere with the Commonwealth's rights
in regard to the distribution of these ne,,'spapers, members should remember the
warning of the honorable member.
~1r. GAUNSoN.-Thev
will take no
notice of it.
Mr. SOLLY said it might involve the
State in thousands of pounds. The honorable member for Gippsland East smiled
and smiled again.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).Smoled his sweetest smile.
?\Ir. SOLLY said that some intelligent
answer should be given by the Government to relieve members.
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Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).An intelli~t answer would be wasted.
:\Ir. SOLL Y said it might be on the
honorable member.
~tr. GAUNSON.-If one of these advertisements was in a book, would this
clause touch it?
Mr. SO LLY said he did not think it
would.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-I am sure it would not.
~lr. SOLLY said he hoped the Government would recognise that they were undertaking a grave responsibility in having
this clause passed.
Mr. SANGSTER said he would like to
know if he would be liable if he received
one of these newspapers, and passed it
over to some one else.
Mr. SOLLY.-You would be put in gaol.
Mr. SANGSTER said he wished to
know from the 'Minister of Lands if a man
who received one of these newspapers containing information o! a legal s~eep in
Tasmania would be lIable to pUnIshment.
If he received such a newspaper, and
passed it on to some one else, would he
be liable to be prosecuted?
-:\Ir. 't\IACKEY.-If YOU merely read it
vou will not be liable: but if you pass it
~n to some one else YOU will be liable.
~r. SOLLy.-Supposing he imparts the
information by word of mocth?
Mr. SANGSTER said if he got on a
public platform--Mr. GAUNSON.-You must circulate the
newspaper to be liable.
Mr. SANGSTER said he would like to
know what punishment could be inflicted
on him if he passed such a P3iper on to
some one else.
~fr. GAuNsON.-The clause does not say.
Mr. McBRIDE.-The punishment will fit
the crime.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-It will be boiling oil or
something of that sort.
Mr. SANGSTER said it was made a
crime for anyone to pass such a newspaper
on to a friend. Would hie be liable to be
punished if he left such a newspaper on
his table, and it were picked up by some
one else?
~1r. GAuNsoN.-These are conundrums
for the justices.
Mr. SANGSTER said a new&paper of
this character might be left on the table of
a hai.rdresser's shop, and hundreds of men
might read it. Would the hairdresser be
liable to be punished?
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Mr. GAUNsoN.-Would it be hel'd that
he had exhibited that newspaper?
Mr. SANGSTER said there was no definition as to what was meant by exhibiting.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-That is true.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Would it be exhibiting it to leave it on the table .where others
might see it? It might be a crime to exhibit such a newspaper in the Parliamentary Library.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-If the secretary of the .
Stevedores' Club received such a newspaper, and put it in the reading-room,
would he be liable?
Mr. SANGSTER said perhn,ps he would.
Mr. MAcKEY.-In that case, the paper
would belong to the club, and the members
could read it.
Mr. SANGSTER said' it appeared, then,
that the members of a c1 ub could get the
information, but the rest of the public were
to be debarred.
~fr. MAcKEy.-ShaH I put a clause in
to exclude clubs?
!Mr. SANGSTER said he wanted no one
to be excluded.
Mr. BROMLEY observed that the Pre·
mier the other night paid members the
compliment of saying that they understood
every word and every line in the Bill. .
Mr. BENT.-That word "bamboozled"
spoiled all that.
Mlr. BROMLEY said he thought that
when he used that word he had some justification. He could not use the word " bam·
boozling" SO far as the Ministry were concerned, but with regard to himself he could
3ay that every step that this Bill took forward left him more than ever bamboozled
as to what it really meant. The honor.able
gentleman had brought in a new clause,
under which he was going to prosecute
somebody, but it was not clear whom he
was going to prosecute.
When he (Mr.
Bromley) was in S'ydney the other week he
found that there was a great difficulty
-there, even if the Age and the Argus continned to send to th31t State copies of their
paper with betting news, to enter upon a
prosecution legally. because, according to
the New South Wales Act, only the printer
and publisher cou] d be prosecuted, and not
the distributer of the paper within New
South Wales.
Sir SAMUEL GILLoTT.-Thev have issued
several summonses ,against them.
Mr. BROMLEY said he was well aware
of that, and they were going to test the law
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upon it, but, according to the opinion which
he heard expressed bv one or two barris""
ters over there, the prosecutions would not
succeed, as the printer was here. He did
not see anything in this clause or in any
portion of the Bill stating absolutely "Tho
the persons were ,yho were to be liable to
prosecution.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-ThE' Kew South Wales
Act simplY says, " publish in a newspaper/'
and that ~s the publisher.
Mr. BROMLEY said the honorable member for the Public Officers concurred in the
view he had heard expressed in New South
Wales. If those prosecutions failed in the
"Xew South Wales Courts, it would prove at
once that there was no right to prosecute
the printer or publisher who lived in
.another State. because the laws in New
South Wales did not operate outside of that
State.
:Mr. GAUNSON.--That is quite right.
:Mr. BROi\fLEY said there was such an
amount of vagueness about this Bill that he
could not see who was to be prosecuted for
circulating this proscribed information.
The Premier, the Minister of Lands, and
the Chief Secretary must know the great
difficultv thE'V would have in the first place
in establishing a case upon which to proTf all the police a nd a 11 the desecute.
tectives of all of the St'ates of the Commonwealth were centmlized in Victoria this
measure could not be carried out.
Mr. BENT.-And Gaunson would want
another Police Commission if vou did that.
Mr. BROMLEY said it would probably
be as well to postpone this Bill and send
it on to another Police Commission, to
see how manv additions would have to be
made to the -local police force before the
BilJ could be rendered operative. If that
were done. he felt sure that the Act would
not be enforced by the time of the forthcoming Melbourne CUD. and not even by
the time of the Melbourne Cup that was
to succeed it.
Mr. BENT.-I thought you were going
10 saN the forthcoming elections.
Mr. BROMLEY said he did not bother
his head much !:lbout the forthcoming elections because there would be an admirable
measure to go to the countrv on.
There
would be this Bill and the Licensing Bill.
1\fr. BENT.-We do not wish to go to the
cmmtrv yet: next June is the time.
Mr." BROMLEY said he was convinced,
from the tactics of the Government, that
they did not want to exhaust their powder
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and shot. Thev wanted to keep some of
these highly-important Bills to go to the
country upon, for, with the exception of
these two Bills, the Goyernment \\"( Il.!ld h:lse
klbsolutely no war cry.
Mr. ~IACKEY.-What about the Prize
Fighting Bill?
Mr. BROMLEY selid that Bill would
certainly be one that would rouse the interest df the oommunih to a great extent.
But he had no desire to delay this mea~
sure.
Mr. BENT.-I .am sure you ha\"e not.
Mr. BROMLEY said he would perhaps,
have liked to hear some rational expla;nation of how the clauses in this Bill were to
be carried out. The honorable member for
Port Melbourne raised the point as to the
circulation of newspapers. The honorable
member said he would be liable to prosecution if he laid a newspaper on his table
,2nd another person took it up, because that
would to a certain extent be circulating the
paper. If he (Mr. Bromley) was stayin.g
in a friend's house, and his friend left a
newspaper of that kind on the tahle, and
he a.ppropriated it, that m:ln ,,-ould have
circulated the paper.
Mr. BENT .-And you, as his friend,
,rould split!
~Ir. BROMLEY.-~o, he would not say
that. He thought there would be too much
honour existing between them to tell on
each other. But the Premier's interjection
only showed at once how inoperative this
clause would be. He (Mr. Bromley) could
not see that there was any demand on the
part of the community for the insertion of
clauses of this kind. It would mean an
immense loss to some of the newspapers.
In fact some of them ,,-ere bc,;inning to
squeak already. As one" of th~m said, it
would be the means of encouragmg roguery
in manv directions. The ~Iinister of Lands
was sufficiently' a man of the world to know
that betting was innate in hl.man nature,
and that the public would get the information the v required by some road or another.
If thev could not get it by the direct means
of publication in the press, then he w.as
quite sure thev would obtain it by some
other means'. It was for these reasons th'at
he had ventured to offer these few remarks,
to elicit, if he possibly could, from the Minister of Lands some information as to the
methods bv which these clauses were going
to be carried into opoE'ration. F or his own
part, he could not see how the Governmf'nt
were going to star the publication of in-
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formation that the people desired, and
which they would obtain by some means or
other. If they did not obtain it by means
of the newspapers, other means that would
be far more detrimental to the public interest than publication in the newspapers
would be devised.
Mr . WARD E remarked that he intended
to oppose the amendment moved by the
Minister of Lands. He also intended to
vote against the clause, as he did not think
a clause of this kind was necessary. He
took it that the intention of the amendment
was, if possible, to pr;event the advertising
of lotteries and the distribution of news
concerning them when they were declared
to be ,illegal.
Mr. GAUNSON.-If a lottery is lawful in
another country, what right have we to declare it unlawful here?
Mr. WARDE said the Government codd
not declare the lottery unlawful here, but
could try to prevent the dissemination of
news as to what was done in connexion with
lotteries in another State.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-I used the word "right,"
not in the sense of legal authority, but of
propriety.
Mr. WARDE s~id that, from his point
of view, a lottery was a harmless form of
amusement in which thousands of people
were interested, md the intention of this
clause was as far as possible to discount the
desire the public had for investing 5s. or
£ I in such things. The advisability of
having this clat:.se with the amendment was
not clear to him. He did not care whether
the newspapers were illl the habit of making
a good revenue out of the advertisements
they. received for matters of this kind or
not. If the public were interested in these
matters, it was purely nonsensical for Parliament to attempt to prevent the press from
furnishing the informatiolll as to the results
of their investm€ll1ts.
So much was that
the case, that the honorable gentleman himself, who had been supporting this clause,
had given notice of a couple of amendments in it, and by doing that he had admitted that its effect would not be what he
evidently intended. It had been admitted
during this disct:.ssion, in answer to in.terjections, that! a newspaper could be sent
here from any of the other States through
the Fost, and that there was no power under
the Federal law to prevent its delivery by a
letter carNer who was a Federal employe.
If the people in other States carried on a
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lottery under the supervision of the law,
as was done in Tasmania, what was more
simple than for these people to publish infor~ation about the lottery in any Tasmaman paper: and to send that faper to
every club, and public house, and to every
other place throughout the Commonwealth
where a few people gathered together? According to the honorable gentleman's own
admissions, this clause would be entirelv
ineffective to do what he intended should b~
done.
After the newspaper was recei\'ec1
here, it would be possible for people to
hand it round from one to another. There
was no. necessity to advertise throughout
AustralIa the fact that Tattersalls were runnin.g a lottery. The Tasmanian Parliament had given them power to carrv on that
lottery, and it was a very wise rower to
The onlY mistake that had
give them.
been made was that the State itself, instead of allowing Adams and his people to
make enormous fortunes out of the lottery,
had not taken that revenue for the purpose
of State requirements.
Communities
abroad, which were quite as moral as the
people of Australia, had recognised lot. teries for centuries past. The British Government at one time recognised lotteries,
and at one time it was indeed no uncommon thing for lotteries to be used to raise
moneys for the Crown. He did not think
it could for one moment be held that the
people of the countries in which lotteries
were recognised by the State \yere one whit
more immoral or less intelligent than those
people in this community who thought they
were going to do something \yhich would
lead in the matter of social reform. Those
lotteries had not had the pauperizing effect
\~hich the promoters of this sort of legislation represented to our people as resulting
from them. It had been repeatedly stated
than the main object in view was to prevent
peo~le from squandering their earnings in
seekmg . to ennch themselves by takil1,g a
ch~nce 111 a lottery or in any gaming institution such as was carried on bv Tattersalls
and by. some of the betting -clubs.
I~
would be admitted, he supposed, that the
French peor:-le were individt:.allv as wealthy
as any people in the world. That was demonstrated at the time of the Franco-Prussion War, when the French peasantry came
~orwar~ with their millions to pay the war
mdemmty.
That country for years had
carried on UiIlder the legali~ation of
the State lotteries something similar
111
character to the one which was
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legalized in Tasmania, and those lot·
teries had not been found to pauperize the
people of France. The French people were
as self-contained and as home-loving as any
peorle the world had ever seen. He believed that fewer of that people travelled
abroad to get their living than of any
other nation, and that proved that there
was more comfort and happiness in their
own country than they thought they were
likely to get in other parts of the world.
The Go\Oernment were going out in a direction that, as far as his (Mr. Warde's) knO\rledge of what was going on in other countries was concerned, was 110t warranted.
One State of the Commonwealth had wisely
regulated gambling, and had given the
people an opportunity of going in for tbese
lotteries, and it had been admitted that
it was impossible to stop information concerning them coming into Victoria. It was
a ridiculous thing to load a Bill of this
kind with a clause of this character. As
far as he was aware, the clause had never
been asked for bv those who desireo certain other portions of the Bill, and it aplleared that there was no guarante~ that
the Bill would restrict the lottery referred
to in the slightest .. His opinion was that,
notwithstanding the Bill, Tattersall's would
continue to flourish. If the delivery of
information bv letter-carrier or parcels post
was abolished-there was nothing, so far as
he knew, th1.t would prevent a man going
into a bank and paying a certain sum into
the credit of George Adams, of Tasmania.
The public confidence was so great ~ the
man carn"ing on this institutiQn that ~he
people would give him credit for his honesty in the past, and would trust him. He
believed the Bill would be ineffective. Experience had shown him that in regard to
manv of these repressive social laws, as
he would term them, when thp. people were
determined on going in another direction
the results were that it was not possible
to enforce to any extent the decrees of
Parliament. There was an 'illustration onlv
last week.
The Rev. :Mr. Hoban deli~
vered a sermon in Wesley Church pn Sunday afternoon last.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-He had no right to call
it a sermon.
Mr. WARDE said it was a "pleasant
Sundav afternoon," or an address. Last
session a good deal of the time of Parliament was taken up in dealing with the
measure which was to prevent the saTe of
opium, on account of the injury it was said
to be doing to large numbers of people.
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That might or might not be true.
Mr.
Hoban, and many of the gentlemen who
were associated with him, were some of the
principals in pointing out that if a law
were made on. certain lines it would have
the effect of doing away with opium smoking altogether. An Act was passed last
session, and Mr. Hoban was. reported to
have said last Sunday-and the report was
not denied-that he regretted to have to
inform his audience that the law had not
been the success that was expected, and that
opium smoking was rife in the Chinese part
of Little Bourke-street to-day, notwithstanding that honorable members were told
by these gentlemen, "Give us this law,
and we will wipe opium smoking out of
existence. " The Chief SecreFary should
instruct the police to inquire as to whether
the statement that had been made was
true. The statement was made by a gentleman who was interested in having the law
successfull v carried out, and it was more
in sorrow' than in anger that that gentleman admitted that the law had been ineffective. This was an indication of what
would happen when it was attempted to
enforce the provisions of the Bill. According to a statement in one of the daily
papers, the police of New South Wales
had already reported that it was impossible
for them to carry out many of the provisions of the drastic Act which was passed
there. If that was so, was it wise to place
something in a Bill which it was admitted
by the Minister of Lands woula be inoperative as soon as the Goyernor put his
signature to it? The Minister of Lands
admitted that there was no power to keep
a newspaper out of the State if if was
posted. There were certain centres where
hettine- and sports of all kinds were catered
for, and the honorable gentleman's common sense would tell him that these were
the places where the delivery of papers
containing the prohibited information would
find its way. He (Mr. Warde) thought the
House would be acting wiseTv in voting
against clauses of this character.
Such
clauses were not necessary. The police
had reported that it was impossible to enforce the present Act in regard to gaming
houses, because of certain deficiencies whidl
had been proved when they attempted to
obtain convictions in the Courts.
The
honorable member for the Public Officers
held that the existing law was strong
enough. but the police reported that the
law had broken down when they. attempte,j
to enforce it.
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Mr. GAUNSON.-·No j the police did not
report so. It was only the detectives.
Mr. WARD E said he presumed the Government were acting upon information of
the character he had indicated, because
otherwise it would be assumed th-at they
would never have brought in a Bill or such
a character. The main clauses the police
asked for to make the present law effective
had been passed by the House with very
little discussion. The main. clauses of the
Bill had been passed in three or four hours.
The whole discussion that had taken place,
day bv day and night by night, had been
against proposals of the kind before the
Chair, which were n.ever asked for, and
which the Minister admitted would be inoperative when it was attempted to enforce
them.
Mr. WATT.-That is not correct.
1\1r. WARDE said it was correct.
Mr. WATT.-There was a discussion for
a dozen hours as to whether money could
be seized from persons found in common
gaming houses.
Mr. WARDE said that was not one of
the main provisions of the Bill.
The
main clauses were the quarantine clauses,
and the clauses regarding premises adjoining gaming houses. The question of the
seizure of money was really only a subsidiary question.
Mr. WATT.-Is it?
Mr. WARDE said to his mind it undoubtedly was. Although the Government
regarded it as .aJ vital point, it was not one,
because the most effective provisions the
Government hoped to get were the quarantine clauses. They were the keynote of
the whole Bill, and if they failed, the
question of the seizure of money or not was
of subsidiary moment. The Minister of
Lands admitted it would be impossible to
enforce the provisions regarding newspapers from other States. The honorable
gentleman said a paper could not be kept
out of the State, and he could not stop the
delivery of it. If that was so, why load
the Bill with such a provision, which it was
admitted would be inoperative? It was not
necessary. The Committee had wiped out
the clauses of a restrictive character dealing
with lotteries generally, and were depending on section :1,7 of the Police Offences
Act, with a slight amendment. The Minister of Lands was honest enough to admit
that the provision now under discussion
could not be carried out. Whether papers
came in in hundreds or thousands would be
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a small matter to a wealth.J concerp like
Tattersalls, and as it was not likely people
would stop investing in Tattersalls, wa~
it worth while penalizing a few newspaper~
in this manner? He (~1r. Warde) believed
the State should regulate lotteries. He
hoped the Minister would not insist on the
proposal. It would stir up ill-feeling Qetween the different St.ates, and would not
lead to what the honorable gentleman
desired. He intended to vote against the
amendment, and if defeated on the voices
he did not intend to go to a division, but
when the clause was put he wouJd call for
a division.
Mr. MACKEY said the honorable mem··
ber for Flemington said he (Mr. M.ackey)
had stated that the clause would be inoperative.
Mr. WARDE.-You admitted it would be
inoperative.
Mr. MACKEY remarked that he said
nothing of the kind. What he did say was
that this P.arliament had no power to pre·
vent Post Office officials delivering newspapers or placards or circulars such as
were referred to in the clause. From that
the honorable member drew the inference
that the clause would be inoperative. If
that was so, then Parliament ought to wipe
out the law as to the circulation o:ft indecent and obscene advertisements, and of
foul and malicious libels. I f the honorable member's inference were correct, a
person would be perfectly safe if he wished
to defame another, in merely going across.
the border into New South Wales obtaining a printing press, and ci~curating
malicious libels, and, forsooth, because of
the comity of, States, Parliament must not
make any law against newspapers which
had their origin in neighbouring States,
no matter what injuries might be done.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Do you
mean to say that you can prosecute in the
same way under this Bill in regard to matter coming through the post containing betting information as if it were indecent
matter?
Mr. MACKEY said if the honorable
member meant if under the existing law, in
the case of a newspaper delivered by the
Post Office from a neighbouring State and
circulated here, the Crown could prosecute, unquestionably it could.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-And you
can also prosecute if the same paper, instead of publishing al!d containing indecent
matter, contained betting matter?
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:Mr. I\1ACKEY.-Yes.
Section 56 of
the Police Offences Act express I y provided
thatWhere any letter circular telegram placard
handbill card or advertisement is sent exhibited
or publisheu(17) \Vhereby it is made to appear that any
person either in Victoria or elsewh~re
will on application give informatIOn
or advice for the purpose of or with
respect to any such bet or wager or
any such event or contingency as is
mentioneu in this part of the Act or
will make on behalf of any other person any such bet or wager as is mentioned in the said part,-

a penalty could be enforced for inserting
such advertisements, whether a paper was
issued in another State, or within the
State, it was liable to be penalized.
Mr. WARDE.-Why do vou want this
clause if you already. have that power?
Mr. MACKEY said he did not say there
w'as already the power under the Act t~at
was contained in the clause. The sectIOn
of the Police Offences Act referred to bets.
The clause referred to lotteries. The honorable member for Flemington made ~
very able speech, and his speech was very
The honorable member comconsistent.
mended the French State lotteries, and
what he called the wisely regulated iottery
in Tasmania. By inference the honorable
member was in favour of these1 and he supposed the honorable member would be in
favour of a similar state of! things in this
State. Of course honorable members could
understand whv the honorable member
favoured the' circulation of placards;
circulars,and
newspapers containing
this news.
He could quite understand the honorable member's position.
Everv honorable member who took up
the position that honorable member did,
who started from the same root foundation,
was perfect! y consistent in voting against
this clause, but did honorable members
know what was being urged when they
If they
were asked to vote against it?
voted against it they were voting to allow
newsparers to publish advertisements as to
where Chinese lotteries could be found,
to publish advertisements or news with
regard to all those lotteries which this Parliament had declared to be illegal in this
State-Chinese lotteries, or other lotteries.
Mr. GRAY.-What newspaper advertises
the place where Chinese lotteries are to be
found?
Mr. MACKEY said whether they were
advertised now or not, honorable members
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,,,ho voted against this clause were voting
to permit those advertisements. This Parliament, that declared certain lotteries illegal, and that the persons who were conducting them should be prosect.ted, was
asked in the same breath to say that any
persons putting posters on the walls with
regard to those lotteries, and therefore assisting them, was doing a legal thing, that
any rerson delivering circulars by hand
with regard to those lotteries was doing a
legal thing, and similarly with regard to
newspapers. He took it that this Parli'lment was not going to make one law as to
the man who posted up placards on the wall
or sent round circulars, and another law
for the newspapers. The newspapers were
going to be placed under the same law as
people who advertised lotteries in other
ways, and he took it that no rroprietor of a
decent newspaper would Ilsk for special
exemption or privileges in this regard.
Mr. GRAy.-Will not a man have a placard on his bag at Flemington?
Mr. MACKEY said the honorable member was referring to betting.
When the
Committee reached the question of betting
he wot.ld be prepared to deal with it. This
clause did not merely deal with lotteries
in other States. It dealt with illegal lotteries in this State.
It meant not merelv
preventing those lotteries from being carried
on, but preventing persons assisting them by
advertising or by sending circulars or
placards round about. Hence the clause
was absolutely necessary.
Mr. WATT.-Why has section 56 of the
Act of 1890 never been rut in operation?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT .-:-Of course it has.
Mr. WATT.-You constantly see men advertising wagers, and those advertisements
are never put down.
There was an instance of that in a paper sent into this
HOl:.se to-night.
Mr. MACKINNON. - Proceedings have
Lord Nelson's telescope
been threatened.
has been put to the blind eye in that case,
perhaps.
Mr. KEOGH asked what would happen
in the case of newspapers sent, for instance,
from Tasmania by post to some one in Victoria and delivered by a postman with full
accounts in them of lotteries and betting
odds, and so on? Who would be prosecuted-the postman or the man who sent
the papers from Tasmania?
Mr. MACKEY said in the case mentioned
by the honorable member for Gippsland
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North, neither party would be prosecuted.
The clause did not ,apply to either party.
Mr. KEOGH.-Then you can post newspapers direct from Tasmania to any person
you like in Victoria withot.t fear of prosecution ?
Mr. ~1ACKEY.-Yes j and the same
thing could be dane with a newspaper con·
taining an indecent advertisement. There
was nothing inconsistent in this. The Felieral Parliament could make laws with
regard to the class of matter that should be
sent through the post. The State Parlia,·
ment could not.
The State Parliament
could only make laws as to those matters
it had control over, but because it could not
go the whole way, it did not follow that it
shodd not go as far as it could. Therefore
if this Parliament was in earnest in de:
elaring that ~ertain lotterie~ were to be
illegal when carried on here, it should pass
this clause.
Mr. BROMLEY.-Are not all lotteriee;
illegal?
Mr. MACKEY.-No.
Mr. ANsTEY.-What is the distinction
between legal and illegal lotteries?
Mr. MACKEY said an illegal lottery
was one prohibited by law. A legal lottery was one permitted by law.
Mr. ANSTEY.-Every lottery is illegal
until it gets the consent of the Attorne\,.
General.
Mr. MACKEY said the honorable member's sta;temen1J was not correct. Thrcughout this discussion it had been assumed
that these provisions were directed against
newspapers only. They were 110t. They
were directed against circt.'lars, cards, documents, placards, and any way of publishing
this information with regard to illegal
lotteries, or with regard to lotteries carried
on outside the State of Victoria. •
Mr. GAUNSON said the great question
after all was whether lotteries ought to be
proclaimed illegal in any circumstances.
r ,et the Committee ascertain ~he real
history of lotteries.
This was very important before the Committee could be
sure whether they ought to I,prohibit lotteries at all. Th:e Minister of Lands had
sta.ted that lotteries which were not prohibited by law were legal, while lotteries which
were prohibited by law were illegal. The
difficulty was to find out under what thimble
the pea was to be found, because, as a
rtile, one never got an exrress prohibition' in law. It had to be extracted bv inference or implication. If, on the face of it,
o
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the law said, "Such and such a lottery is
prohJibited," it would be plain enough, but
The Prothe law was never so plain.
testant conscience, if honorable members
were to judge by statements made by some
of the clergy who represented a portion
of it, was against lotteries, while the
Catholic conscience was not.
It was
curious to know that this difference extended a long way back.
Haydn's Dic.
tionary of Dates gave the following information:Lotteries are said to have originated in Florence about 1530, and to have been legalized in
France in 1539, and soon became common. They
were prohibited by Pope Benedict XIII. (172430), and sanctioned by Clement XII. 1730-40).

Mr. ANSTEY.-Have you read Bliss on
that subject?
Mr. GAUNSON said he had not, but
he was always anxious to extend his
knowledge.
Mr. BENT.-Would you like us to have
the librarian at the door, so that he might
bring you books?
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not want
the librarian at the door at present. The
history of lotteries in England was very
curiousThe first mentioned in English history took
place day and night at the western door of St.
Paul's Cathedral.
It contained 40,000 "lots"
at lOS. each lot i the profits were for repairi,-,g
the harbors, and the prizes were pieces of pla'tt~,

This took place from 11th January to 6th
~1ay, 1569.
'
A lottery granted by the King in favour of 1 he
('olony of Virginia (prizes pieces of plale),
drawn near St. Paul's, 20th J tine-20th July,
1612.

'Why, America had been settled by lottery.
The foundation of America was partly conviotism and partly lottery. I t commenced
at a very early time in the reign of James
I., by a lottery for building up the State
of Virginia, and then after Cromwell's
time, when the row took place between the
Puritans, with their lank hair, and the
Cavaliers, with the long hair and scented
curls, the convicts, as 'the prisoners of war
were called, were always drafted out to
undergo transportation, and when America
was shut up, Australia was' founded by
convictismFirst lottery for sums of money took place il)
163°'
Lotteries established (for more than 130 years
yielded a large annual revenue to the Crowl1),
16 93.
Lottery for the British Museum, 1753.
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This showed that the British Museum was
founded by lotteryc'ox's :Museum, containing many rare "pecimens of art, disposed of by lottery, 1773.
An Act passed for the sale of the buildings of
the Adelphi by lottery, 16th June, 1773.
Irish State lottery, drawn 1780.
Lottery for the Leverian Museum, 1784-5'
For the Pigott Diamond, permitted, January
:2, 1801; it was afterwards sold at Christie's auction for 9,500 guineas, 10th Mar, 1802.
For the collection of pictures of Alderman
Boydell, by Act, 1804-5.
Lotteries abolished by 6th George IV., C. fo,
Oct.; last drawn, 18th Oct., 1826.
Act passed declaring that the then pen1i.go
Glasgow lottery should be the last, 1834.
An Act passed imposing a penalty of .~so Jor
aclvertising lotteries in a newspaper, 1836.
Lotteries suppressed in France, 1793 an ...l 18::,6.
~Ir. Dethiers' twelfth
cake lottery, Argyll
Rooms, Hanover Square, suppressed, 27th De<:ember, 1860.
~'1r. BENT.-Whv do you not go for a:
Tattersall's here, and l5ee what you can
get?
Mr. GAUNSOX said apart from this
wave of clericalism which unfortunately had
passed over and almost submerged the Premier, he would ask the honorable gentleman in his conscience if there was any objection to establishing a Tattersall's sweep
here?
·Mr. RENT.-You 'give notice of the question, and put in State lotteries too, and I
"'ill answer you.
\fr. GAUNSOX said the information
given in Haydn continued-

Twelye million National lottery tickets, of ,nc
franc each, sold at Paris, to pay for prizes to
exhibitors and expenses of working men visltors,
ISiS; first prize worth £5,000, second £4,000,
third and fourth [2,000; total, 230,000 rewards.
D ra wing began 26th January, 1839.

Tattersall's sweE)ps were kings to this sort
of humhug.
He had listened to the impassioned speech of the Minister of Lands,
hut what was there in it?
~fr. B.ENT .-He found food for you to
talk about.
Mr. GACXSOX said he would tell the
honorable gentleman where the Minister of
Lands blundered most fearfully.
Paragraph (c) was the greatest blunder that ever
\ras penned. It only referred to newspapers, a:nd a man who published a pamphlet in book form was not touched by it.
I t must be remembered that alter all the
true meaning of. an Act of Parliament was
arrived at only by contentious disputation
in Courts of law, where sharp-witted men,
'rho ,split straws, and even hairs, got at
the meaning of a thing, and Members of
rarliament, who thought they knew a thing
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or two, were literally laughed at in Courts
of law as knowing nothing. He thought
the man who v{Quld be most laughed at in
a Court of law would be h~s friend the honorable member for Essendon. When the
Committee were dealing with lotteries as
forming part of the gaming l:a:w in this
country, would it not be worth while to
know the fact that very recently, upon
the motion of the Bishop of Hereford,
the House of Lords inquired generally into the subject of gaming?
A Parliamentary Committee was appointed
in the year 1901 on the initiative of the
Bishop of Hereford, to inquire into the in·
crease of betting -among all classes. What
was the next thing that took place In the
Imperial Parliament? Lord Davey's Betting Bill was rejected in the House of
Lords by forty-eight votes to thirty-nine
votes on the 18th May, 1903. Then what
became of this wave of charlatanism which
had passed over the Ministry in connexion
with this Bill generally and this clause in
particular? The 500 clerics who wanted
this legislation were by no means representative of the people of this country.
The CHAIRMAN.-This has really nothing whatever to do with the amendment.
Mr. GA UNSON said he thought it had.
He \VIas pointing out that there was no
peed for this legislation, that the legislation was introduced bv a bodv who "had no
mandate from the peOple, that it was not
wa,nted, and that it was pernicious. Surelv
if he could shaw that this particular amendment was equally pernicious qe was quite
within his rights in doing so. The Chairman had allowed honorable members in discussing this amendment. to refer to the previous clause about newspapers, and the
:Minister of Lands made .a strong speech
upon tllat very subject. Therefore he prf'sumed he would be at libertv to go back
and deal with the subject of newspapers.
The alteration now proposed was' thiS'-In this division of this Act "illegal lottery"
means any lottery in contravention of seetin
thirty-seven of the Police Offences Act 1890--

Then came in the alternative "or this division," and then the words followed, "or
intended to be established commenced carried on promoted drawn or managed elsewhere than in Victoria."
Now that did
not make Tattersall's sweeps illegal here.
It only made them illegal in respect of their
being carried on elsewhere than in Victoria,
The
but not if carried on in Victoria.
honorable member for Flemington argued
very strongly that clause 10 must be inope-
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rative as to newspapers, because, if one
newspaper could be posted, say, in T d.Smania, then a million newspapers could be
[Xlsted in Tasmania to every man, woman,
.and child in Victoria. There were 33 1 ,000 ,
male adults in Victoria, and if one newspaper could be· posted lawfully to one of
those adults, newspapers could be posted
What was
lawfully to the whole of them.
the "alue of the clause if that was so? What
became of the want of restriction with respe<..'1: to a book, or pamphlet, or anything of
that: kind?
The thing was positively farcical.
The Minister of Lands admitted
that it might be inoperative, and it must be
inoperative.
By legislation .of this. kin~i
honorable members were runmng an lIrumnent risk of making the whole of the people
of this State a nation of la.wbreakers, and
was that not a dreadful state of things to
comemplate? Did honorable members think
that at the instance of the Rev. Mr. Nicholson, the Rev. Mr. Woodfull, and humbugs
of that class, they were going to stop the
men and women of this community from
sending their monev over to Tattersall's by
hook or by crook?' They would be breeding up a nation of perjury mongers and of
breakers of the law.
Was that a state of
things that was tolerable in anv decent communitv?
He was astounded at the Minister of Lands being .a. party to humbugging
legislation such as this reallV' was.
He
said solemnlv that there was not an atom of
necessity for ·this legislation j that the law, as
it stood, was ample, and thart: the uniformed
police, if they were applied to, would say
that they formerly enforced the law, and
could €I11force it now, but that the detective
police were as rotten as a pear.
That was
whv the law had not been enforced.
He
wo~ld like to know what amount of boodle
was spent to prevent its enforcement. The
solid men, of this, House knew that these
statements were Inot all bunkum. and he
would ask the Government no longer to
waste time this session.
Thev had plentv
of other material on hand.
The whole of
this sessi.on w'as to be wasted over this Bill.
Mr. WATT.-SO it seems.
Mr. GAUNSON said that nothing could
stop the time from being wasted if the Bill
was proceeded with. The public were against
this legislation, and a wilderness of members
for EsSendon could not carry it into law.
Mr. WATT.-Some of these men will rise
up yet and slay you.
Their patience will
be exhausted.
I t is incessant drivel.
Mr. GAUNSON said that in years past,
together with the Premier and two other
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who were now deceased. he had
fought against seventy -eight raving mad .
members in this Assembly, so that he ought
to be able to deal with two or three.
The CHAIR~lAN.-Wil1 the honorable
member deal with the amendment before
the Chair?
Mr. GAUNSON said he was only replying to a taunt.
Honorable members should
remember that, though they were in a majority to-day, they might be in a minority
to-morrow, and' it was the function of the
Chair to protect the weak against the
strong.
!\II. WATT.-You are ver\, weak.
Mr. GAUNSON said -he would ask
whether there was am' man in the House
who had given more- real information on
the subject of this Bill than he had done.
}Ir. MAcKEY.-Hear, hear.
~lr. GAUNSON said honorable member.s
might jeer, and laugh, and traduce him as
much as the" pleased, but he held the fort,
and, please God, he was going to keep the
flag flying.
Mr. WATT.-" Reinforcements nm'; appearing."
Mr. GA UNSON said he had to thank
the honorable member for giving him food
for thought. He saw that the honorable
member for Warrnambool was getting ready
to support the totalizator on the racecourse.
Mr. MURRAY.-Shall we have your
powerful assistance?
.
Mr. GAUNSON.-No. He did not believe in allowing betting of that sort,
·Mr. MURRAY.-YOU are a mass of contra dictions.
Mr. GAUNSON said he wanted to damn
this bad legislation. It would be amusing
directl y to see the honorable member for
Essenclon and the honorable member :for
~1elbourne fighting onc another over the
blessed totalizator on the V.R.C. course.
The CHAIRMAN.-We will S€e that
later on.
Mr. GAUNSON said they would see that
majestic specimen of manhood, the honorable me!Dber for Warrnambool, expanding
his chest, and treating the Committee t<y
his swelling periods in supporting the introduction of the tote on the Flemington
race-course,
Mr. BENT.-YOU are getting exhausted.
Let some one else take it up.
Mr. GAUNSON said that if some one
else would continue the discussion he v,ould
be pleased to give waY.

2'3--1- 8

Gaming

[.LL\SSEMBLY.]

Suppression Bill.

Mr. J. \V. BILLSOX (Fitzroy) said he a proper definition of what was an illegal
hall listened very attentively to the expla- and what was a legal lottery. I t also
nation of this clause, which had been seemed to him that the penalty-from £10
giyen by the Minister of Lands, showing to £Ioo-was much too high. There was
how necessary it was for the enforcement no doubt that the greatest weakness in conof the Bill. 'The honorable gentleman had nexion with the present law was the adminread section 56 of the Police Offences Act, istration, and he quite agreed with the honbut he did not read section 55. He (Mr. orable member who had just sat down that
Billson) proposed to read that section in if the administration of this measure was
order to show that the existing law was as not more effective little good would be done.
strong as that which the Minister now pro1\1r. GAUNSON said he wished to warn
posed, and that this clause about which the honorable member for Geelong that for
there had been so much contention, was ab- engaging in any illegal lottery he would be
sol ute I v unnecessary. The S1 de note to sec· liable to be treated as a rogue and vagation 55 was-" Penaltv on persons exhibit- bond. If the honorable member sold any
ing placards, or ad,'ertising bettinq- houses." tea which had any coin in the package,
~1r. MACKEY.-Retting houses have noor anv other inducement of that kind, he
thing to do with this clause. It applies to would" come under the definition of a rogue
and a vagabond.
lotteries.
Mr. BROMLEY.-YoU may bet your life
Mr. 1\[ACK1NNON (to 1\Ir. J. W. Hillson).
-Do yoU remember the recommendation that there will be no coin' In any" tea that
you m;de as a member of the Police Co- he sells.
Mr. GAUNSON asked did the honorable
mission?
member for Geelong really mean what he
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Yes .
. Mr. 1\[AcK1NNoN.-Did vou not emcod,' said, when he spoke of the administration
a recommendation that this" section was not of the law? Who did the honorable member say administered the law? -Who was
strong enough, and should be amended?
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzr01J) said that in cha~ge of the police force?
Mr. COLECHIN.--YOU want me to sav
section 55 of the Police Oifences' Act was as
something about O'Callaghan, and I won't.
follows : Mr. GAUNSON said that i'f O'Callaghan
Any person exhib;ting or publishing or causing
to be exh;bited or p:.Jblished any placard handbill was in charge of the police force, and if
card writing sign or advertisement whereby it it were true that the whole thing had gone
shall be made to appear that any house office
topsy-turvey hitherto, how would the posiroom or place is opened kept or used for the purpose of making bets or wagers in manner afore- tion be improved if the same O'Callaghan
said or for the purpose of exhibiting lists for was going to administer anv change in the
betting or with the intent to induce any person to law? As to the remarks of the honorable
resort to such house office room or place for the member for Fitzroy (-;\Ir. Billson), he
purpose of making bets or wagers in manner
would remind the honorable member that
aforesaid or any person who on behalf of the
()wner or occupier of any such house office room the Police Comm:ssion, in their report, anor place or persons using the same shall il1\'ite nexed the whole of the written statement
other persons to resort thereto for the purpose that had been supplied to them with regard
of mak;ng bets or w:tgers in the manner afore- to the a IJ,eged short-comings of our betting
said sh:tll be liable on conviction to a nenalty of
not more than £30 or in the discretion of the law by Detective-Sergeant O'Donnell. The
J IIstices before whom he shall be convicted of the honorable member for Fitzroy had sugoffence to be committed to the nearest gaol with gested that the present law was not sufficient
or without h:tTo labour for any term not exceedfor its purpose. That honorable member.
ing two calendar months.
:lS one of the Police Commission, took SerNow every morning the newspapers of this geant O'Donnell as knowing everything.
State advertised the odds, certain indiviMr. WATT.-Do YOU know that vou are
duals advertised their place of betting-. thev Eke a highwayman 1101ding the Ho~se up?
invited people to go there-,and the adminisMr. GAUNSON said he was not holding
trators of this State winked the other eve. up the House, and if he was holding up
If this Bill became la\\', the same adminis- the Government in this matter, he
trators who refused to put the pres.ent Act ,,'as doing so for a lau:dable and, as he
into operation would be intrusted with! the thought, a perfect! v . honest purpose.
administraion of this Act, and with pre- He believed the more the Bill was discussed
the more rampant the public became against
ciselv the same result.
Mr. COLECHI~ said he considered that it. There was a revulsion of feeling springthe clause fail€d somewhat in not giving ing up.

Gaming

[24 OCTOBER, 1906.J

~Jr. ~lURRAY.-How does the public know
anythin.g about this?
Mr. GAUNSON. - Was not the honorable member present when he (Mr. Gaunson)
read a letter of approbation to-night from
a man in the back slums of Richmonda letter praisIng him for the stand he had
taken against tbie Bill? He had been doing
this because he had such love and reverence
for the Premier that he wished to see him
face the people with a good Bill; but if
a Bill such as this were passed the Premier would go cronk, and would never be
returned again.
He wanted to save the
Premier from himself.
Mr. GRAY said he would oppose this
It_ apnew proposal of the Government.
peared to be a new clause; it was brought in
almost without any notice, and members
were asked to place it on the statute-book.
It was very difficult for members to understand the Bill with all the amendments proBv the time all
posed by the Government.
the amendments were passed the Government should have the Bill reprinted.
The CHAIR~fAN.-The rule always ;s
that when a Bill is reported it is reprinted.
Mr. GRAY 5.c1.id he did not know that,
but he was glad to learn it.
It appeared
to him that the Government were not satisfied with legislating for the people of this
State, for they appeared to be anxious to
legislate for the people of other States as
,veIl.
To that idea he took exception, and
he inten'ded "later on to mOve fhat all
the words from the' ,yard "managed,"
in the new paragraph (d) be omitted,
withl the object of inserting the words
"in anv foreign St.ate. "
He objected
to legis1at:on affecting another State with
whj.rh we were on friendly terms.
Not
many davs ago there was a Conference in
~Ielbourrie of the Premiers, and the leaders
of the Opposition of ,all the States, to coo~ider matters affecting the States and the
Commonwealth.
At that Conference Mr.
Evans. the Premier of Tasmania, said
that if le~islatioll1 was passed to wipe out
TattersRB's sweefJS it would be ,a case of
"God hel p Tas~lania."
He understood
that Tasmania derived about .£60,000 per
annum from the working of these sweeps,
,vhich, he belicYed, were conducted under
State manage111ent and control and in a
These
perfectly fair and honest manner.
sweeps were ~rel y a means of letting the
public give vent to some of their exuberana~ without doing harm to anyone.
If a
man had a few shillings to invest in a'
properly conducted sweep, there could be no
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objection to it. As the Legislature of Tasmania had legalized these sweeps, he failed
to see why we should interfere.
Thi:)
dause was evidently aimed at newspapers
giving information as to these sweeps. He
sl1pposed there was a Tattersall's sweep on
the Melbourne Cup, because some members
ha.d asked that this proposal be held over
until after the Melbourne Cup.
He objected to the proposal whether it was held
over or not, because he objected to any law
that would interfere with another State.
He did not know whether members had properly gauged public opinion with regard to
this Bill, but he found, in travelling in
trains and trams, and meeting people in the
streets, that they invariably said this legislation was never asked for.
There were
some complaints made about the way the
totes were carried on in Melbourne and
sl1burbs, ~nd as they were not conducted on
proper lines, the people considered they
should be suppressed, but further than that
they did not go.
The people entirely objected to a great deal of the matter intro':
duced into this Bill. reg-arding it as entirely
unwarranted.
He begged to moveThat progress be reported.

He would ask the Minister to agree to the
ad journment.
Mr. BENT.-In~ieed he will not.
The motion to report progress w,as negatived.
Mr. GRAY stated that, with respect to the
amendment which he proposed to move, he
wished to remark that he had been sitting in
the chamber since half-past 2 o'clock listE:ning to the argumen.ts and the valuable ar··
guments which had been urged in opposition
to this clause.
He had moved that nrogress be reported in order to draw attention
to the fact that there was not a member of
the Government in the House.
Mr. BENT.-I went out for a cup of
coffee.
Mr. GRAY said the Minister of Lands
was on his feet a short time ago, and with
very long periods, and much virtuous indignation, referred to the objections that
were put forward against this amendment.
The honorable gentleman was indignant at
the opposition to it. He (Mr. Gray) did
not know whether that was because the
amendment had been drafted by the honThe
orable gentleman himself or not.
honorable gentleman snoke about the newspapers coming here full of a lot of inde ..
ce;nt advertise-ments. and a. whole lot more
-- practically rubbish about betting.
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That was for the purpose of carrying this
He also spoke of the grea.t
amendment.
placards that would be posted round the
w~dls.

Mr. GAUNSON said he rose to a point
of order.
He thought that it was desiriI ble to lay down a quiet rule of good be·

haviour in an assembly of gentlemen. It
was highly desirable to cultivate good language amd good English.
The Chairman
,rould see that no honorable member was
to doubt or to designate as rubbish the arf..;uments of another honorable member with
,,"hom he did not agree.
He thought the
honorable member for Swan Hill would
see that he was one of the ornaments of
this Chamber, and that it was necessarv
under the circumstances that he should li;e
l1i) to his teapot.
He (Mr. Gaunson)
would, therefore, ask the Chairman wh~
ther the word "rubbish," under the peculiaritv of the circumstances, was to be rega rded as qui te parliamentary.
The CHAIRMAN. The honorable
member for Swan Hill, as far as I understand, was onlv referring to the amendment
itself, and not to a;ny honorable member.
Mr. GRAv.-Yes, I was referring to the
amendment.
Mr. GAUNSON said the honorable
member would not get away like that.
He w.as not referring to the amendment,
but to the arguments of the Minister of
Lands.
:Mr. GRAY said that when the Minister
of Lands was speaking he was dealing out
rounded and ver" wild statements about
the injury that would be done to the people
of this countrv if this clause was not carried to prevent newspapers from coming in
with a lot of information in them in respect
to lotteries and gambling, and all that kind
of thing; and the honorable gentleman was
ta,lking about people pasting great notices
()~ the w:alI about the odds, and betting,
and such like.
But there was one great
notice which had appeared on the wall. and
which the hcnorable gentleman had not
seen.
What was written on the walls and
was quite plain, was ,Vene, mene, tekel,
upltarsin.
He believed that some honorable member, in speaking to-n.ight, ;referred to the honor,able member for ~f(lrv
borough, who once said. "Is it not ti~e
this crowd ,vas shifted?" It was wonderful how silent and sad that honorable
member was while this debate was going
on.
Mr. WATT.-What about the writing on
the wall?
What does it all mean?
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Mr. GRAY said he thought a great many
people knew what it meant.
It appeared to him that a majority of the
people in this State were utterly opposed to
this kind of legislation.
What the people
said was that they objected entirely to the
tote as it was condu<-ied throughout the
State, but that there was no necessit\" to
bring - in a great cumbrous measure -like
Look at the clumsy way it was
this.
drafted. and the clums\" explanations that
had been given to the Chamber by the Minister of Lands and the Chief Secretary.
In fact, time after time, when questions
had been asked as to what some of the
clauses meant, it was utterly impossible to
find out what the\" did mean, and honorable members got' no information at all.
Was it likelv he woold go back to his constituents and say he had voted for a clause
of this kind? - If he did, they would
send him to the right about at the first opportunih-.
The whole of the people of
the country were aghast, and staggered at
th~ proposals of the Government.. The
desire was that there should be a Bill for
the suppression of tates, and not for the
suppression of a little innocent enjoyment,
such as putting a few shillings on a sweep,
ot' having some little .amount on the totalizator or in a sweep on the race-course, or
annvhere else. Honorable members were
tofd that if people invested a pound or ten
shillings thev probably might be welshed-:that ,vas that thev would not get theIr
There
mone,- when the\"', had won it.
were' hyo great' troubles in cannexion
with betting. From the experience of his
friends who did bet, he learned that the
first great difficulty was to pick the winner
of a race, and then, if you picked the
winner, the next difficult" was to pick the
man vou betted with. ' That was the
grt-'[Itest difficultv.
The CHAIR1\JAK.-I must remind th€'
hcnorahle member that this amendment
deals with lotteries, not with betting.
Mr. GRAY said the amendment did de;11
,vith lotteries to a very great extent. a nrl
the trouble he had was in distinguishin~
between lotteries and betting. It appeared
to him that if a lotten' was illegal. ano it
was wrong to put money into Tattersall's,
it would be just as wrong to bet with some
hook-nosed Jew who would probably take
one in. He understood the people who subscr~l,ed to Tattersall's sweep received their
monC'\" back less 10 per oent., or rather that
the monev was paid to the winner less 10
per cent. A large portion of the money

Adjournment.
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was devoted to charities in Tasmania, and
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
th~ people investing had a fair go for their
m< ne\" . When people went in for sweeps
Thursday, Oct00er 25, 1906.
of that class they got their money back
amongst themselves, and when they went on
a . race-course and betted, which the GoThe SPEAKER took the chair at twenty
vernment proposed to allow, when th~y minutes to three o'clock p.m.
lost their. money they never got it back.
With a sweep ~ man got his money back,
GAMIKG SUPPRESSIO~ BILL.'
or had a good go :for it. He (Mr. Gray)
The House went into Committee for the
intended to vote against the amendment be- further consideration of this Bill.
cause he felt satisfied that the whole of his
Discussion was resumed on clause 10,
constituents were entirely opposed to the as amended, which was as follows:proposal.
It shall be unlawfulMr. BENT said he promised honorable
(a) to print publish or exhibit or to cause to
members to adjourn the House at 11 o'clock
be printed published or exhibited in
and although the other part of the bargain
any newspaper or on any placard
handbill circular or card any adverhad not been kept, namely, that some work
tisement sign notice or other informashould be done, he was trying to keep his
tion of or relating to the establishisg
part. He understood the honorable memcommencing promoting carrying on or
ber for Swan Hill had complained that the
drawing or intended establishing comMinisters were absent ·whilst he was speakmencing promoting carrying on or
ing. The usual course which obtained, and
drawing of any illegal lottery whether
wholly or partly established CC>Ulhe (Mr. Bent) was sorry to say it did obmenced carried on promC'ted or mantain, was that he was sent for by same one
aged in Victoria or elsewhere; or
outside. He was verY often sent for, and
(b) to print any ticket or chance or share in
he wished people would not send for him.
any illegal lottery; or
Here was a case in point. The honorable
(c) to sell circulate exhibit or dispose of any
newspaper printed in any part of the
member for Swan Hill thought Ministers
Commonwealth of Australia which
were lacking in courtesy to him. They were
contains any advertisement sign notice
frequentl y called outside, and could not
or informatioo of any illegal lottery,
keep up with the run of things because
thev were called outside bv some one. He and on Mr. MaCkey's further amendmentwished to tell the honorable member that
That the following paragraph be added to the
he (~r. Bent) did not intend any disrespect clause : (d) In this Division of this Act "illegal lotto hIm.
tery" means any lottery in contravention of secMr. GRAY.-If you call me outside after tioo
thirty-seven of the Police Offences Act 1890
thjs it will be all right.
or this Division or intended to be established
Mr. BENT said he would not. He commenced carried on promoted drawn or manbegged to moveaged elsewhere than in Victoria.
That progress be reported.
:Mr. GRAY remarked that when the
The motion ~ as agreed to, nnd progress House adjourned last night he was criticiswas reported.
ing this clause. As to the argument \,;-hich
had been used in its favour, that we
ADJOURNMENT.
should, as far as possible, assimilate our
DESPATCH OF BUSINESS.
law to that of New South Wales,
Mr. BENT movedhe altogether disagreed. with that.
If
That the House do now adjourn.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would that argument could be followed out in
like to know what business it was intended its entirety, was it not more necessary for
Parliament to attend to the physical than
to go on with to-morrow.
Mr. BENT asked did the honorable mem- to the moral welfare of the people of the
State? If the people were deficient in
ber say "business" ?
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Yes.
physique the probabilities were that they
~{r. BENT said he proposed to bring on would not be intellectually developed. There
the Gaming Suppression Bill. He did not was no compulsory vaccination law in New
know about busines_s.
South Wales, but there was in Victoria,
The motion was agreed to.
so if the argument advanced in the present
The House adjourned at five minutes past instance was followed we in Victoria should
eleven o'clock until two o'clock p.m. next compel New South Wales to adopt comday.
pulsorv vaccination also, or else prevent
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people coming from New South Wales into
Victoria. That ,ras about as logical an
argument as the one that had been used
with regard to this legislation. The Bill
said that no newspaper would be allowed
to come in from any place outside of Victori a if it contained any item or printing
of any kind relating to sweeps, betting, or
anythin~ else connected with racing, but
at the same time it appeared that there
would be no objection to sweeps being got
up on race-courses in Victoria. Vet it was
proposed to make it wrong to invest money
in a sweep drawn in Tasmania, or any
other State of the Commonwealth. The
proposal of the l\1inister of Lands should
be negatived, or at least it should be
amended in the direction he indicated last
night, by omitting the words "elsewhere
than in Victoria," and substituting "in
any foreign State." The paragraph if so
amended would cover what the Minister
wanted to arrive at, if the honorable gentleman wanted to prevent papers coming in
here with advertisements for lotteries conducted in Germany, or perhaps in China,
for the honorable gentleman seemed to be
afraid that a lot of information would be
supplied to the public here by papers coming in from outside with accounts of Chinese lotteries. This was most extraordinarv,
for never in his life had he seen in any
paper an advertisement of a Chinese lottery. There might be such a thing, but
He begged to
he neyer heard of it.
moveThat the amendment be amended by omitting
the words "elsewhere than in Victoria," with a.
view of substituting the words "in any foreign
State."
~fr. ~[ACKEY said, in order to see
what the amendment of the honorable member for Swan Hill meant, it was necessary to look at clause 10 itself, for the
proposed new paragraph (d) related to the
other three paragraphs of the clause, in
each of which the word "illegal" was
used, and paragraph (d) defined what the
word "illegal" meant. The object the
honorable member had in view was to say
that, while the clalUse should apply to
illegal lotteries in Victoria, or to advertisements, or circulars. or printing of tickets
relating to illegal lotteries in Victoria, it
should not applv to the circulation in Victori a of acl\'ertisements, circulars, or
tickets which had their origin across
the l\JurraY. The effect of t!1e amendment moved In' the honorable member
for Swan Hill would be to make a
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farce of the whole clause.
If it was
proposed to have a certain lottery in Victoria, and that was prohibited by law, all
the promoters would have to do was to go
to another State, conduct the lottery there,
print their tickets or circulars there, and
have the papers or cards sent from there
to Victoria, and then this law would not
touch them. On this side of the Murray,
if the cards issued from this side of the
:Murray, it would be a penal offence to circulate them, but if they issued from the
other side they would be perfectly free.
This was a nice way to encourage local
industrv; but, quite apart from that, he
took it that the Committee would not seriouslv consider a proposal that, while a
latter v was declared illegal in Victoria,
a lotterv of a similar kind, perhaps only
a few miles from our boundaries, was to
be allowed to send its advertisements, its
circulars. its tickets throughout Victoria, in
a wa v that a lottery in Victoria could not
do. This was preferential trade with a
vengeance.
Mr. CULLEN.-What harm do they do?
~Ir. MACKEY said if the honorable
member was in favour of lotteries in Victoria-~Ir. CULLEN.-I am.
~Ir. VVARDE.-The honorable member
does not believe in sending the money out
of Victoria the same as the Minister -does.
He believes in keeping it here.
l\lr. MACKEY said the honorable member for Gunbower and the honorable member for Flemington were perfectly consistent. Thev advocated these lotteries in
Victoria.
?vIr. DUFFus.-Lotteries for charitable
purposes.
~[r. ~rACKEV said the question of lotted,es for charitable purposes had been
settled. They might take place in Victoria. He was speaking about lotteries of
another kind, as to which honorable members were all agreed, except, perhaps, the
honorable members for Gunbower and
l-<'lemington, and a few others.
~Ir. BOYD.-Are you referring to Tattersal1's?
~rr. ~JACKEV said he was referring to
anv I otten' whatever that would not be
allowed in Victoria at the present time.
He could understand those honorable members who said that they were in favour
of certain lotteries in Victoria, which the
bulk of the House 'was against, and was
determined to put dmvn; saying, " Just as
we are in favour of having these lotteries
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in ViCtoria, and of allow.ing their advertisements. circulars, tickets, and cards to
be issued and circulated in Victoria. so
are we in favour of similar lotteries in
an.other State, and if they are allowed there
we will allow in any event their circulars,
advertisements, tickets, and cards to come
into Victoria." If, however, the bulk of
the members of the Committee said that
Chinese 1otter:ies , lotteries like that of Tye
and Company, and other lotteries which
were orohibited in Victoria, unless they
got the sanction of the Attorney-General,
were to be prohibited in Victoria, and that
their advertisements and cards were not
to be allowed to circulate in Victoria, surely
those honorable members would not in the
same breath say that if those lotteries were
sbifted across the border they would allow
their circulars, advertisements, and cards
to be circulated here in a way that would
not be permitted if the lottery was in this
State?
.
Mr. A. A; BILLSON (Ovens).-Have you
had a division on the question of lotteries
in this House?
Mr. MACKEY.-Yes.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens).- Then that
is what justifies yoU' in saying that the
whole House is against them?
Mr. MACKEY said perhaps the honorable member was not present.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens).-I 'was not.
Mr. MACKEY said the honorable member would see that in clause 4 it was
proposed
to
repeal
section 37 of
the Police Offences Act i890, wh~ch
stated that certain lotteries were legal.
For instance, lotteries for church or charitable purposes, or for works of art, were
not prohibited. The majority of the Committee had said. "We will not interfere
with .section .17," which meant that these
lotteries should continue in the future as
in the past.
Mr. BOYD.-I thou!!ht the result of that
division was to express disapprovCll (i f thp.
clauses that followed?
Mr. MACKEY.-Did the honorable
member suggest that if these clauses were
struck out, the Committee would agree
to repeal section 37 of the Police Offences
Act?
Mr. BOYD.-No, but you put a different
interpretation on the action of the Committee from \vhat the Committee intend€rl.
Mr. :\IACKEY said that if the honorable member wanted to ,prohibit lotteries
for church or charitable purposes he must
strike out section 37.
Session 1906.-[85J
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BOYD.-I do not want to do that.
Mr. MACKEY said it would appear that
the honorable member for Melbourne, together' with the honora;ble member for Gunbower and the honorable member for
Flemi~gton, was in favour of allowing all
lotteries in Victoria.
l\Ir. BOYD.-I am trying to understand
what vou really mean.
Mr." WARDE.-I said I was in favour of
State lotteries.
Mr. MACKEY said he would simply
state that if this Bill was passed into law
it "'ould permit church lotteries, charitable
lotteries and lotteries for works of art to
go on i~ the future as they had done in
the past.
~Ir. A. A. HILLSON (Ovens).-They are
not gambling in alny sense of the term.
Mr. MACKE Y said that whether they
,,"ere or not, the Committee was not inHe
clined to interfere with them.
simplv pointed out the inconsistency of
any 110norable member who declared that
he was against lotteries of any character
in Victoria~say, a Chinese lottery, to take
an extreme case---Mr. PRENDERGAST .-Can you not st~p
those by the present law?
~Ir. MACKEY 'said he saw no relevancy
in that interiection.
'I'his clause did not
propose to stop am' of these lotteries. Was
he talking to chilJdren?
:Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The further you go
the less YOU seem to know about it.
Mr. i\iACKEY said this clause did not
It
propose to stop any lottery at all..
only said that where a lotterv was Illegal
in Victoria, or where there was a lottery
in any of the other States, no advertisements, circulars, cards. or any matter of
that kind concerning the lottery should be
allowed to be circulated in Victoria. There
was no proposal in the clause to make any
I otten' illegal.
Mr~ W ARDE.-And the fact of rejecting
this clause would not make legal anything
that is iIlegal now.
Mr. MACKEY.-'No. hut it would land
the Committee in this inconsistency, that
while the law declared a lotterv in Victoria to be illegal. the\' allowed it to be
advertised. and allowed persons to canvass
for the sale of tickets, and so on.
Mr. VVARDE.-How could it be allowed
if vou immediately su,ppress· the lottery
'under the present law?
'Mr. MACKEY said the honorable member knew yerv well th'lt thE"re were often
difficulties in' suppressing lotteries.
For
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instance, stc]>s were being taken under this
Hill to suppress Chinese lotteries, and it
was hopeu that they WOuld be successful,
iJut honorah1e members knew the ingenuity
of those people.
::\Ir. A. A. HILLSON (Ovells).-It is a
\cry yain hope.
~Ir. I\lACKEY ,said that might be so,
but how incollsistent it would be for the
CommittL-e to say that Chinese lotteries
should not ('xist, :ll1d ati the same time to
~ay, "\V(, \vill allow adyertisements and
ti(:kets to I Ie circulated in connexion with
thc lotkn."
And when no lotteries were
allowed "in Victoria. honorable members
should not allow adYertisements, and so
on, to be distributed with reference to
lotteries outside Victoria.
?\Ir. ·PRENDERGAST remarked that in
this clause an attell1~pt appeared to be made
to do something which the clause did not
How were the Government going to
do.
stop the circulatiC).'1 of printed matter? It
would be JX)stpd in an enyelope, and would
be delivered by the Post Office without any
knowledge of what was inside. It would
he impossible to ston it.
At the present
time the Post Office bad the power of
stqpping any letters addressed to a particular person. It was illegal at the present time to dist ribute these advertisements
I)r cards.
Mr. MACKEY. --Where is it illegal?
l\lr. PREXDERGAST said it was illpgal to print or dis.tribute any circulars or
advertisements \vith regard to a lottery that
had not been s.anctioned bv the Attorne\,C~neral.
"
.
Mr. l\IACKEY.-I \vould like the honorable member to give his authority for the
statement tbat what we propose here is
alreadv the law.
Mr. PRE~DERGAST said he did not
nssert that it was the law.
All he said
was that the Gon'rnment were attempting
in this clause to do something which they
rould not carry out.
If there was a
notification that circulars \\"ere being distributed with rE'fE'rence to a lottE'!\' in another State. tlw Post Office could preyent
it without this clause.
If no notification
was made it ('ould not be stopped at all,
hecause tlw Post Office would not know
:awthing about it.
01\[ r. MACKEY .--That is nonsense.
~fr. PRENDERGAST said there was a
lot of nonspnse in the Bill. and the more
the measUfP was explained the more befogl!ed did honorable members become.
l\fr. ~IACKEy.-Speak for yourself.
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:\Ir. PRE~DERGAST said there were
se,"eral explanations of each clause. The
three Ministers would each give his explanation, and the end of it was that honorable members did not know what they
were agreeing to.
Perhaps the best plan
would be to vote against the whole lot.
I\Ir. MACKEY.-That is as good an excuse as YOU have put forward.
:\1r. pkENDERGAST said the Government had already dropped a large part of
the Bill.
Mr. BENT.-Now YOU want us to drqp
the rest.
l\Ir. HANNAH.-I think the Premier
would like to drop it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he thought
it would be wise to prevent the printing,
publishing, or exhibiting of any advertisements relating to anv foreign lottery, if
the tickets for that lottery were not allowed
to be sold in Victoria, but as a matter of
f act those lotteries were not advertised in
Victoria now.
Mr. ~lAcKEY.-Then what is your objection to the clause?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said his objection to the clause was that it would have
absolutely no effect.
Mr. l\IACKEY.-I do not think that is the
reason for obiecting to it.
~1r. PRENDERGAST said the Minister
of Lands was very readv to throw out
objectionable innuendoes. "
I\h. MACKEY said the statement just
made by the leader of the Opposition was
wh'ollv incorrect. All he said was that he did
not tIi.ink the Committee would believe th.at
the honorable member's reason for objecting to the clause was that it would have
no effect at all.
It was quite foreign to
his (?\ir. l\fackev's) thoughts to say that
there was anv wrong motive behind the
obiection of the honorable member.
"Mr. PRENDERGAST said he accepted
the apolofT v of the Minister of Lands.
There were too many of these innuendoes.
Mr. MACKEy.-~ot from me.
I think
it is cowardlv to make them.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it was timp
decided objection was taken to the
innuendoes made against those honorable members wh.) were opposing the Bill.
The Government proposed that an illegal
lotterv should be any lottery in contravention ~f section 37 of the Police Offences
Act or established, commenced. carried
an, 'promoted, drawn, or managed, or intended to be established. commenced, carried on, promoted, drawn, or managed
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elsewhere than in Victoria. First of all
the Government had not the power to deal
with lotteries outside the State. Secondly,
those lotteries were not advertised in this
State. If they were advertised, or there
was any possibility of their being advertised, he would have no objection to the
power the Government were asking for,
but those lotteries were not advertised here.
The amendments of the Government were
hardl y understood. Since the omission of
certain portions of clauses with reference
to lotteries, amendments had been made
here and there for the purpose of establishing a certain position, while the major portion of the clauses in connexion with lotteries had been knocked out of, the Bill.
There had been a very strong expression
of opinion by the House in connexion
with some amendments. None of the
amendments should be dealt with unless
they were fairly understood.
Mr. McKENZIE said, with the last
speaker, he thought the Government were
endeavouring to do something they would
be unable to carry out. He thought the
Government must have recognised that
when they proposed to allow betting on
race-courses. He did not suppose any
honorable member ever imagined that betting could be absolutely stopped on racecourses, and it would be undesirable to do
so, because the people took their pleasure
in this particular way, and had done so
from time immemorial.
The Government had already passed what the
general public desired.
There might
be an extreme portion of the public which
wanted more, but what the general public
asked for had been ,achieved in the clauses
which had already been passed. What the
public wanted was the suppression of certain gambling dens and tote shops, but to
go further, and interfere with the public
in connexion with their national sport,
would alienate the sympathy of, the
people.
l'vIr. MAcKEY.-What national sport are
you speaking of?
Mr. McKENZIE said he was speaking
of racing and betting.
Mr. MACKEY.-The question before the
Chair has nothing to do with betting.
Mr. McKENZIE asked was it not a
fact that what was aimed at was the lottery which the people had been going in
for for many vears? Was that likelv to
be prohibited? - That lotterv was not in
existence in this State, and therefore there
would be the greatest difficulty in prevent[85J-2
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ing it. As the leader of the Opposition
had pointed out, how could the distribution of enclosures within letters be prevented? I t was almost an impossibility.,
and what was the use of bringing in a law
which could not possibly be carried out, or
which, if it was carried out or attempted
to be carried out, would interfere with the
desire of the community generally? If
the Government were to stop at the juncture they had arrived at-that was, to be
content with the clauses that had ,already
been carried in connexion with what the
people had so long desired should be sup~
pressed-it would be much more (:ommendable than attempting to interfere with
the community in their pleasures and
pastimes.
Mr. SOLLY said he would like to know
what position the Eight Hours Art Union
would be in? He was in all seriousness
over this matter, because the law prohibited
that art union from being carried on.
Mr. WATT.-No.
Mr. SOLLY said the sanction of the
Attorney-General had to be obtained.
Mr. WATT.-And the Attorney-General
has not given it.
~1r. SOLLY said he understood tl"iat as
the Attorney-General had not sanctioned
the art union, the Eight Hours Committee
was not entitled to carrv it on. He would
like to know, if the dause were carried.
would it prohibit even the Attorney-General
from giving his sanction to the art union?
~Jr. MAcKEY.-Certainl v not.
Mr. SOLLY said the sanction of the Attornev-General had been asked for the art
uniori', but seeing that the Bill w,as under
discussion, the Attornev-General had refused permission until· such time he (Mr.
Solly) took it as a definite decision had
been arrived at bv the House on the question. That was a right position for the
Attorney-General to fake up, but he (Mr.
Sollv) would point out that the Eight
Hours Art Union had heen carried on for
a number of years in Victoria. The
people of the Commonwealth had entire
confidence in the art union, and something
like between 2'00.000 and 300,000 tickets
had been in circulation all over the States
of Austrarasia.
~h. WATT.-That is giving the game
away.
".\If. SOLLY said the art union had done
an immense amount of good in: distributing
large sums of monev to the vario:'ls hospitals of the State. .
Mr. ELMsLIE.-Over £IO,OOO.
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1\1r. SOLLY said. as the honorable member interjected, over £10,000 had be.en
distributed amongst the charities. Had
the people of this State demanded that the
art union should be abolished? He
daimed that the puiJlic of Victoria had not
uttered one syllable against that art union.
Mr. HOYD.-They only oiJject to the disposa.l of, the funds.
Mr. SOLL Y said he did not know
whether there was any objection to that.
He knew the honorable member for Melbourne had raised some objection as to the
amount of money that had been distributed
t6 charities in p'roportion to the. amount of
money received.
1\1r. PRENDERGAsT.-\Vhat about the coal
gamblers?
Mr. SOLLY said the opponents of any
undertaking would question every balancesheet in connexion with that undertaking,
no matter how honestl \- it had been compiled, and how honesti y the money had
been distributed. He thought he could
find fault with the balance-sheets of the
Jumbunna. compalw. or any company the
honorable member for ~[elbourne was connected with.
The question would be
whether he (?\Ir. Solly) was rirrht or wrong.
The honorable member for ~relbourne had
brought up some question in regard to the
balance-sheets of the Eight Hours Art
Union on one occasion, and he (?\Ir. Solly)
was presidE'nt of the Eight Hours Committee that ven- VE'ar. Of. \.~ourse it was
found that the 1101iorablE' member had onl v
based his cri6cism on a. balance-sheet th~t
was incomplete.
Mr. BOYD.-It was signed by auditors.
Mr. SOLLY.-Xo. it was not, and that
was proved lw the honorable member for
Flemington. .
Mr. ROYD.-l ha\'e got it still.
Mr. SOLLY said the honorable member
might havE' tlint balance-sheet still, but it
was not thE' one he Had fllloted from when
criticising the matter in the House. He
(Mr. Soll\-) knew very we1l that the monE'V
was honesth- distributed amonrrst the charities, and that an enormous amount of (l"ood
was done. As chairman of the Eight
Hours Committee. hE' was at least £.10 to
/ . T C; out of pocket in carrying- out his official duties.
·Mr. !\fURRAY.--You ought to have been
at least that much in ncx'ket.
Mr. SOLT,Y said therE' were ver,- few
pronle who had anything to do with induc;tria 1 organizations who were anythinQ" in
pocket. Their work was purely a volun-
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tary work, and all those persons who knew
anything about the Trades H,all and the
organization attached to it, knew very
well that the people went into the work as
a labour of love, without expecting any remuneration, and they did not get any. He
would like to be clear as to the position of
the Eight Hours Art Union under the Bill.
If the law remained as it was, did the Government intend to give permission, through
the Attorney-General, for the Eight Hours
Committee to carryon that art union this
year? The Government should make some
definite statement as to whether they intended to allow it or prevent it, and if they
did not intend to allow it, a. vote should
be taken of the House to say whether this
art union, and other art unions that had
done a great deal of good, shoul d be
legalized. There was a. case recently
where an unfortunate bricklayer's labourer
was killed through falling ofCa scaffolding
in the metropolis. The organization that
man was connected with got up an art
union on behalf of his widow and children,
who were left absolutely destitute. A good
sum of money-he thought, between £50
and £100-,,,as obtained through that .art
uni.on. Ko harm was done bv selling the
tickets, and bv this means the widow was
put in a smail business, and was enabled
to earn a. livelihood for herself. and her
children without ,appealing to any charity.
That was a worthy object, and although
he was opposed to gambling, he could not
see any harm in it.
Mr .. l\[ACKEY.-That was not prohibited
bv the Attorney-General.
Mr. SOLLY. - Ko.
The At~orne\"General had too much sense to do th; f
He believed the Attornev-General would
be prepared to give the Eight I:Jours Com·
mittee permission to carr\' on the art union
this year, prm-iding the Bill was not under
discussion. Various AttornE'\'s-General for
a number of years had given 'permission for
the carrying on of the art union, recognising that the men conducting the busines!'
were responsible to their organizations, and
that the organizations were practically responsible for any loss, and cOllld dip into
the tf(l(les union funds to make up any
loss. There had never been anv necessity
to do that up to the prE'sent. Large sums
of money had been distributed to the various charities. and the ~ecretarv of the
committee had received letters
thanks
f'fom the hmmitals throughout the State.
He wor.ld point out to the countrv members
that this money was distributed not only
J
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amongst the charitable institutions of the
metropolis, but amongst all other hospitals
worthv of recognition.
They all received
their quota of the profits. If any hOnorable
member could say that it was wrong to
carryon an art union of that description
for the sake of charity, he (Mr. Solly) was
prepared to give way.
The public had
made no demand for the abolition of this
art union, and where there was no public
demand, he claimed that members had no
right to legislate. Members on both sides
of the House had criticised the Bill, and
oprosed it from various points of vievv 011
principle.
The Age and the Argus took
members to task, and the Age, in alluding
to him to-dav, remarked that he stated last
night that l~e could not read a quotation
because he was too blind without his spectacles.
He did not read the quotation
which was handed to him because it was too
long, and he did not desire to waste time.
The Age newspaper seemed to glory in the
fact that he was pretty well blind, and
could not see without his spectacles.
He
did not: know who was responsible for the
paragraph, but whoever he was, he was unworthy to be called a man.
He did not
care whether it was David Svme or any
other individt:.al connected with the parel:.
Whoever he was, if he was pleased at the
fact that a man was half blind and could
not see without his spectacl es, it was a
most damnable thing.· The Minister of
Lands ought to make a statement as to whether the Eight Hours' Art Union codd be
carried on under the Bill. If it could not,
a vote should be taken on the question.
Mr. MACKEY said that as to the Eight
Hours Art Union, he knew that certain
allegations had been made against it, but
he did not know what they were.
Mr. SOLLY.-There are about 120 different industrial organizations attached to
it.
Mr. MACKEY said that class of art
union, as he understood it, was perfectly
legal if sanctioned bY' the Attorney-General.
Only last Friday morning it was
proposed to repeal section 37 of the Police
Offences Act, and! that was to destroy the power of the Attorney-General to
give permission in sLch a case as the Eight
Hours Art Union.
As that art union
would not take place for some months. the
Attornev-General had said that he had better not "give his sanction until this measure
had been dealt w~th.
He (Mr. Mackey)
would recommend that immediately the Bill
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was disposed of, in perhars three or four
weeks' time-Mr. BAILEs.~The Attorney-General refused permission for the art union in connexion with the Watson Sustentation Fund
in Bendigo long before this Bill was
thoLght of.
Mr. MAClCEY said he did not know
that.
Immediately the Bill was disposed
of, or when it left this House, he would
suggest to the honorable member for the
Railways Service (Mr. Solly) that he
should bring the question of the ;Eight
Hours' Art Union before the Attornev-General again. When the Bill left this "House
one reason that guided the Attorney-General in refusing permission would h.'we disappeared.
My. BOYD said that the further this. Bill
was proceeded with the more tangled members got in trying to Lnderstand what was
really meant.
Mr. BAILES.-Did you read the Age this
morning?
Mr. BOYD said he did, and the peculiar
thing about the article in the Age was that
it repeated the arguments that he used
against the Bill in his first speech, and yet
that newsparer had denounced him for
joining the obstructives.
The Age had
had a cold bath since-Mr. WATT.-You will not deny that you
wrote the article?
Mr. BOyD said the A~e had had a cold
bath and had come to its senses. .
Mr. MACKEY.-To your senses.
Mr. BOYD said he did not think the Age
would feel safe in allowing him to write
its articles.
Mr. MACKEY.-Do yor: say yes or no?
Mr. BOYD said he was not in the witness-box. and he refused to answer.
Mr. BAILES.-No one suspects you-it
is ratber a clever article.
Mr. BOYD said the Ministrv had admitted that this was one of the most intricate Bills that' had come before the House
for some time.
Members were trying to
get an intelligent grasp c.f it, and in trying
to do so. they sometimc:i came into conflict
with their friends.
Members were denounced in the press for being obstructive
to the measure, and yet a couple of weeks
afterwards they saw their own arguments
used by the same paper. That made one
feel that there was only one course for a
public representative to follow, and that
was not to allow anything to go through
until he was fully satisfied that it w~s in
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the best interests of the country, or, at any
rate, until he tmderstood what he was doing.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Then YOU \dll be
accused of "stone-walling." Mr. WATT.-As on the Water Bill.
:Mr. BOYD said members understood just
as much about the Water Bill as thev did
about this Bill, but their judgment 0;1 the
Water Bill was verified by the remarks of
the Minister of Water Supply in the ensuing session, when he stated that delay
had given him time to suggest improvements in the Bill for the benefit of the
country. He (Mr. Boyd) was beginning to
think that twelve months' delay would have
some good effect on this Bill. Mr. MURRAY.-lt wOLld giye John ')Iren
a few more thousands.
Mr. BOYD said the Committee were
not dealing with the clauses that affected John Wren, and the time had gone
by for allowing a statement of that kind
to affect any honorable member. It \vould
not affect him in the slightest.
.
Mr. SOLLY.-He is pandering to the Age
newspaper.
Mr. MURRAY (to :Mr. Solly).-The honorable member need not think that his attitude on this Bill is miSunderstood by any
one.
Mr. BOYD said the clauses dealing with
John Wren and the other totalizators had
been dealt with. The Government saw the
wisdom of omitting certain clauses in the
division of the Bill now before the Committee, because they went further than the
people desired. - He had looked at clause
2 and found that the definition of " lottery"
had been struck out, and now members were
in the predicament that the addition of the
word "illegal" to the word "lottery' ,
would leave them without any idea as to
what a lotte~v was-Mr. l\J.A!cKlEY.-This amendment IS a
definition of it.
Mr. BOYD said he was unable to see
that.
Mr. MACKEY.-Look at the amendmentparagraph (d).
2'dr. BOYD said he had understood that
the Committee were dealing with the
previous amendment.
Mr. MACKEY.-We fassed that.
~lr. BOYD said the proposal was to get
at the publication of matter concerning
such lotteries as Tattersall's.
]\fro MACKEY.-Or Wren's.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-That is not a lottery.
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Mr. BOYD said, if it was to prevent
the publica.tion of illegal lotteries-lotteries
declared to be illegal by Act of P arliament-he could understand it.
The case
suggested by the honorable member for
Bendigo East cropped up. An art union
took place in Bendigo for the benefit of
the Worn Out ~liners' Fund.
Tickets
were issued, and some of them were bought
in New South Wales. These tickets were
disposed of in connexion with an illegal
lottery.
Mr. WATT.-Why illegal?
Mr. BOYD said it was not an illegal
lottery. But if the same thing took place
in New South Wales, Victorians would be
prohibited under this clause from contributing in the same way, or circulating
any tickets published there for a purpose
that ewery one would admit was a beneficent one.
All that was wanted was
clauses to deal with Chinese lotteries, and
it seemed that the onlv reason for the first
fifteen clauses was tl;at they ,,·ould deal
with Chinese lotteries. If th~t matter \Vas
dealt with, this clause, that merely dealt
with printing and publishing, might beknocked out.
Mr. l\IACKEY.-Does the honorable member suggest that we should allow matter to,
be printed and published relating to the
lottery he has referred to?
Mr. BOYD.-Does the honorable gentle·
man mean Tattersall's?
Mr. MACKEY.-Wren's.
Mr. BOYD said that persooally he knew
of no lottery run by -Wren. I f an illegal
ren it should not be
lottery was run by
allowed. and if he ran a lotten' that was
not il1~gal it should be declared illegal
and not be permitted.
Mr. MACKEY.-This is to meet the case.
I t concel1ns Chinese lotteries, and prohibited lotteries outside the State.
Mr. BOYD said this was an attempt to
stop the publication of information or results in connexion with Tattersall's sweeps.
One State after another had curtailed
Tattersall's
s\veeps,
and
yet
those
sweeps flourished and went on quite
independently of the Acts that had
been passed.
Did not that very fact
convince the honorable gentleman that any
law to suppress this thing would be an
absolute farce? "That existed showed the
absurdity of Queensland amd other State5
trying to prevent Tattersall's sweeps being
carried on. Thev were shifted to Tasmania, and the business was being carried
on there as it was before. There were-
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.agents in every State, apd parcels contain· .
ing amounts of money were taken to the
promoters of the sweeps just the same as
.ever. Honorable members knew that the
Premier of Tasmania said that if Tattersall's sweeps were blocked by the Commonwealth, the State of Tasmania would lose
£60,000 a year.
Mr. 'VATT.-And the same man suggested that Tasmania should annex Vic··
to!"ia.
~1r. BOYD said that was stated in a joke.
The £60,000 in connexion with Tattersall's
·did fIlot come from subscribers in Tasmania.
~Ir. PRENDERGAST.-If you allow lotteries here, it should not go to private in·
<lividuals.
Mr. BOYD said he agreed with the
honorable mt:.mber for North Melbourne.
I n German\'. State lotteries were run.
Mr. McRRAY.-Will you support a State
lottery?
~lr. BOYD said he would, of course.
In Germany it was recognised that men
had the gambling instinct. This Chamber
..also recognised that fact, and proposed to
al'low men to gamble on the race-COurse,
but they must not take part in a Tattersall's sweep. To his mind this was inconsistent and absurd. Tattersa 11' s flourished
in another State in defiance of the State
legislation that had been passed; and, notwithstanding the Federal Postal Act, Tattersall's distributed all their printed matter through agents, and agents also took
th~ cash from here into Tasmania.
That
monev went to benefit the State of Tas··
mania. \Ve might as well have that money
here. This clause would be just as ineffective as other State laws which had been
passed prohibiting that lottery taking place.
He: thought that the Government, with
n'gard to stopping the publication of information of this descri ption, '\Tere goirng
further than the desire of the community.
~Ir.
GAUNSON remarked that he
thought the Minister of Lands ought not
t( I haJVe ma.de a statement which avery
'honorable member knew to be incorrect.
The honorable genrtlemam ought not to have
made the statement that Wren ran anv
lottery.
That woas wholly untrue, a.l1ci
en>rvbodv knew it was untrue.
Mr. MACKINNoN.-Are you speaking
authoritatively?
Mr. GAUNSON said everv one knew
that ,no lotterv was run bv Wren.
The
honorable member for Pr'ahran knew bv
general reputation tli'ere was not.'
-
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Mr. MACKINNON.-It was news to me.
Mr. GAUNSON.-To hear the Minister
of Lands say that?
Mr. MACKINNON.-Yes.
Mr. GAUNSON said the honorable memo
ber for Prahran knew it was not true.
Mr. MACKINNON.-I know nothing about
that.
Mr. GAUNSON said that a statement
like that of the Minister of Lands should not
be made to introduce a false issue and give
the public to understand that honorable
members who were opposed to the proposal
of the Minister of Lands were fighting in
the interests of John Wren. That was a
scandalous and untrue statement, unwqrthy
of any man, let alone a Minister of the
Crown. The proposal before the Chair
was a most ridiculous one. He had discussed this matter with some long-headed
members of the House, md he had asked
them, as well as himself, this question"Are you satisfied in your own mind that.
you really know what you are doing in
connexion with this Bill?" The honorable members to whom he had spoken had
to admit frankly that they did ,not; a.nd,
much as he (Mr. G.aunson) knew about
this subject-for he did not yield in knowledge to any man in this Chamber in respect to this particular subj,ect-he would
declare that he himself did not know what
he was doing in this matter. He did not
know where the Government were leading
to, and they did not know themselves.
The Minister of Lands was making explanations which were the most extraordinary he had ever heard em the floor
of the House. First and foremost, what
was the position of affairs? The Chamber
struck out from the definition clause the
definition of what "lottery" should in·
elude and mean. That was done on his
(Mr. GaunsOfCl's) motion. He then na1:1ur·
,allv thought. that the whole division dealing with lotteries would necessarily fall
as consequential upon that amendment.
When he saw that the Government were
going em with the different clauses in the
lotteries divisions, as soon as clause 4 was
reached he moved its omission, and the
Government consented. Clause 4 had for
its purpose the repeal of the existing law
relating to lotteries. He would challenge
the Chief Secretary, who was a· man of
lengthy experience in law, to tell him what
,vas the foundation of the existing law.
From what Act of Parliament had section
'37 of the Police Offences Act sprung?
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Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I traced it back
.as starting from about fifty years ago.
Mr. GAU~SON said he himself had
traced it back twenty-five years, but his
nU:'ITJory was not keen on the subject.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I traced it back
nearl v fifty years ago.
I t was amended
afte~ards. I could not find the original
source.
Mr. GAUNSON said he knew it had
been amended in reference to raffles at
bazaars. But where was the foundation
for it in En.glish law?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I take it that it
is Colonial.
Mr. GAUNSON said it was a good deal
like Colonial swipes-very bad. When he
went to hunt the matter up, as a l.awyer
always did when he wanted to inform his
mind properly, he found that the records
in the Library were deficient. It had not
the Act 3', or the Ordinapces as they were
called, that were passed in New South
Wales from the foundation of the Colony.
They were not in the Library, and there
were very few men in Melbourne who had
copies of them, and very few of our law
libraries had them. He supposed that the
Library of the Supreme Court was the
only qne at which they could be found.
He wanted it to be unde.rstood that the
whole object he had was to maintain the
existing law, and he insisted that the existing law was sufficient for all purposes. It
covered the whole of this lottery question.
It had been in force more than fifty year.,.
If we had not our Colonial legislation, we
could fall back on English legislation
prior to the year-whatever the year waS'.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Nine, of George
IV.
Mr. GAUNSON said that was the ye.ar.
Mr. WATT.-1810.
Sir SAM'UEL GILLOTT.-It was about
1828 or 1829.
Mr. GAUKSON said he did not think
honorable members had read section 37
of the Police Offences Act for themselves,
and he would therefore direct honorable
members' attention to that at the risk of
bt·ing tOid that he was obstructing-as to
which he did not care a brass button.
Mr. BENT .-Have they said that of you?
Mr. GAUNSON said the Age had.
He took it as a compliment when he was
blackguarded in the Age. "For Heaven's
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sake, do not omit to take some notice of
me.
If you cannot compliment me, at
least blackguard me, but do not leave me
alone," ought to be the ;prayer of every
politician, because if a man was properly
blackguarded in a newspaper there was
always a sympathy for him in the minds of
the outside public. When Mr. Gillies was
blackguarded by the Age he got in by a
thumping majority, and so did Mr. Trenwith.
The CHAIRMAN .-Order! This has
nothing to do with the amendment.
Mr. GAUXSOX said the Chairman was
Section 37 of the Police
quite right.
Offences Act 1890 read in this wayIf any person establish commence or be a
partner in any lottery or any scheme by which
prizes whether of money or of any other matter
or thing are gained drawn for thrown or competed for by lot dice or any other mode of
chance or sell or dispose of any tickets or other
means by which permission or authority is gained
or given to any person to throw for compete or
have any interest in any such lottery or scheme,
or if such person under any pretence or by
means of any device sell or dispose of or endeavour to sell or dispose of any lands goods
wares or merchandise-

This was cqpied from the
Frauds of Charles II.-

Statute

of

by means of any game either of skill or chance,
every such person and any person who shall
manage or conduct or assist in managing or
conducting any such lottery or scheme being
duly convicted thereof shall forfeit and pay a
penalty not exceeding Two hundred pounds; and
for any second offence besides such penalty shall
be liable to imprisonment for any term not
exceeding six months.
N either this provision
nor the provisions of anv other Act for the
prevention of lotteries little goes-

He ISUppOSed. there was not a man in the
House that knew what a " little go " was.
It was a bygone term applied practically
to small lotteries, called " little goes," as
It
compared 'with the State lotteries.
must be remembered that State lotteries
were a portion of the history of England,
t11.a.t many English ships of war were fitted
out bv means of lotteries, and that bTidges
over the Thames had been built, and the
British Museum founded by means of
lotteries.
The section concludedand unlawful games shall apply to the distribution of any property amongst the owners
thereof nor to any mille for any work purely
of art of which a notice having the name and
address of the person intending to hold the
same subscribed thereto has been given to the
Attorney-General nor to any raffle at any ba.zaar
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the proce,eds whereof are intended to be appropriated exclusively to charitable purposes of
which a nolice having the name and address of
any of the persons intending to hold such bazaar
subscribed thereto has been given to the Attornev-General, if in either of such cases such Attorney-General do not within one week after
such notice prohibit such raffle bv notice sent
by post or in any other manner according to the
add Tess 90 subscribed by such person, nor to
any raffle of a private nature upon which point
the justice before whom any case may be brought
shall decide.

in the matter. The amendment proposed
hy the Minister of Lands began t;husIn this Division of this Act "illegal lottery"
means any lottery in contravention of section.
thirty-seven of the Police Offences Act 1890-

What a preci~ provis~on for .a Parliamentary Draftsman to put before honorable member,S! as sensible men! It prac·
tically meant-" Anything that is contrary
to law sha~l be unlawful."
Was it not
beautiful? But that grand statement was
This was the law as it stood. The Min- 0~1l'y made to introduce the next proistrv. vielding to sinister influences-the VISIonclerical influence was alwavs sinister-and . . .or intended to be established commenced
wanting- to be classed am'ongst the very carried on promoted drawn or managed elsegood, the salt of the earth, the only peopl'e where than in Victoria.
who could M,ve their souls saved alive. That was to say that what was perfectly
wanting onlv to associate with the good lawful in another State was to be regarded
IJ)eOpIe of this countrv. had brought in this here as unlawful, and the whole of the
Bil1 of shreds and patches.
The Com- argument in the case now depending before
mittee were coolly asked to pass the pro- the SlIjpreme Court turned on the question,
po§al now before the. Chair, although it " Is: Tasmania to be regarded as a foreign
might be quite unnecessary, because a case State, or is it to be regarded as being
upon the point was tdepending now before under the British Constitution"?'
The
the Supreme Court of Victoria. The three King was the King of Tasmania quite as
Judges who heard the arguments were con- much as he was the King of Englandsidering the matter. The Committee were the King of the United Kingdoms of
asked to put an end so far as they could Great Britain and Ireland and the Deby this clause to lotteries which WE're pendencies thereof, for Old Ireland was a
legal outside the State of Victoria. such .1.5 Kingdom as well as Great Britain. The
Tattersall's sweeps, by the most ridiculous Tudges were taking weeks to consider tha-t
means that the wit of a man ever devised. little question-" Is Tasmania to be treated
The device was to nut a stop to Tat- as a foreign State?" And here the mighty
tersall"s sweeps by prohibiting the selling men of valour in this House-what great
of any newspaper-for that was: what it minds they all had-were taking a few
amounted to-in which a Tattersall's hours to discuss seventy-five clauses of the
sweep was advertised.' The State could most abstruse, technical matter that was
not possibly Iprevent the Commonwealth ever introduced into any Assembly. The
authorities from delivering the Tasmanian Parliament of Engl!and would not h'ave
The last Bill! innewspapers, and if it was admitted-as it this sort of business.
was admitted-that one newspaper could troduced in England on the subject
bv
Lord
Davey,
be posted to a person in Melbourne, then ,vas brought in
a newspaper could be posted from Tas- a mighty man of law, one of the
mania to every man whose name appeared la w Lords in the Hol1Sle of Lords.
on the printed rolls for the Legislative The measure was introduced in the House
of Lords in 1903, but they would not have
Assembly of Victoria.
it. England had got on very well with the
Mr. l\1uRR'AY.---Do yO'll not think the betting law as,it stood, and our Jaw in Victoria was a mere copy of it. Chinese fanCommonwealth would stop that?
tan had been declared to be a lottery, and
Mr. GAUNSON.-No, the Common- John Wren's tote had been ded ared to be
wealth coul'd not stop it. The clause did unlawful betting.
The great difficulty
not go 00 far. The Chief Secretary had about John Wren was that while it was said
handed to him one of those old volumes that he had been guilty of illegality, the
that honorable members had never heard police could not prove it. When they did
of-Calla~han's Acts of Council and of bring liars to the Court the Judges wou.ld
Parliament.
It contained an Act for not believe them. The hbnorable member
legalizing art unions, which he would read for the Railways Service (Mr. Solly) asked
presently to show the history of the law a very pertinent question. Was it true that

•
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the people of this country had given any
mandate· whatever at any election or at any
other time upon this subject? Did the
seven tailors of T(X)ley-street who metaphorically assembled in Wesley Church
building-nat the church, b~ause a church
was an association of persons united together for the worship of the Divine Being
-but did these lunatics who assembled in
the church building represent the people of
Victoria?
Did the Anglican Bishop of
Melbourne represent the people of Victoria?
Mr. SOLLY.-He signs himself ': H. L.
~lelboume. "

Mr. GAU~SON said hie did not care
how he signed himself. There was a time
when Afelbourne Punch represented the
Irish party by means of a pig with a cross
and mitre near its tail, and he recollected
that after a general election at which the
Catholic party were very successful, Sir
John O'Shanassy, in walking down the
street, said to him, "That will teach
them to put a mitre on the pig." It might
be said to him (Mr. Gaunson), "You are
only the representative of the Public Officers-Othello's occupation is gone."
But
it did not follow that because that particular class of constituent was bereft of a
special representative, he might not come
out and give the honocable member for
Prahran a turn for his money. He thought
the honorable member would find him a
pretty tough morsel.
The CHAIRMAN.-That has nothing to
do with the amendment.
:Mr. GAUNSON said he was only using
that as' an argument to show that he was
not speaking without a feeling of responsibility. At all events, he was responsible
to his conscience, and his conscience was not
satisfied with this legislation. There was
no mandate from the people for any such
legislation.
It was only dictated by a
policy of fright. If the Committee were
going in for these foolish things he thought
the amendment of the honorable member
for Swan Hill was much more satisfactory
t han the proposal of the Minister in charge
of the Bill. As to whether lotteries should
he prohibited, he would like to read from
a celebrated article on gambling in the
Quarterly R evie'w published in 1889.
It
saidMoll Davis lost a large sum to one Colonel
Panton, who seems to have used the old trick
of placing his opponent with her back to the
looking glass.
\Yith the money he won at
gambling, Colonel Panton acquired an estate
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near Leicester Square, the reputation of which.
is assuredly worthy of its origin. Nell Gwvnn.
kept a basset table both at Pall Mall and- at
Burford House in VVindsor, and lost fourteen.
hundred guineas to the Duchess of Mazarin~
niece of the gambling Cardinal, a lady who,
according to a quaint and not "wholly credible
book of the day, would as a rule play fair.

The CHAIR~IAN.-Will the honorable
member show me in what way this bears on
the amendment?
~Ir. GAUNSON said it illustrated the"
subject of lotteries. It went onBut when she had a sharp gamester to deal with,
would play altogether upon the sharp at any
game upon the cards, and generally came off a
winner.
In the subsequent reigns Parliament
passed various laws to check gaming, but, as
was not unusual, aimed more at the lower tha~
the pnvileged classes.
~ow, were not those remarks pertinent to
the present Bill?
If Tattersall's sweep
was shut out would it not practically shut
out the poor man from having a chance r
It was not the rich man who wanted to go
into Tattersall's svveep, but it was those poor
devils like himself who were willing to put
on 5s. for the possibility of getting a haul.
The article continued-

Thus the lith chapter of 10 and II William
III. reciting that "Persons had of late fraudulently obtained great sums of money from the
children and servants of merchants and traders
by colours of patents under the Great Seal,"
enacts that all such lotteries are common and
public nuisances, thus vetoing lotteries not established by itself an<l conferring upon itself a
monopoly of vice.

That was the view of the writer, but he
(Mr. Gaunson) did not hold it to be a vice.
He held it to be more a vice for men to go
to church when they did not believe in what
was being preached. He held it a great
vice to go to church to be educated by men
who were not capable of educating anyone.
He did not think the world would be any
the worse if all the churches were relegated
to the limbo of forgotten things.
The CHAIRMAN. - The honorable
member is travelling altogether away from
the amendment.
Mr. GA UNSON said he would get back
to the question of lotteries.
The Chief
Secretary had alluded to an Act of Parli[lment which he. said was the earliest' he
could find on the subject.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT. - The earliest
Colonial Act.
Mr. GAUNSOX asked if the honorable
member for Geelong would pay attention to

Gaming

[25 OCTOBER, 1906 .]

Suppression Bill.

Mr. MCGREGOR.-Will you not give a
bim while he read the English law on the
subject of lotteries? The case was Tailor little advice as to how the Chairman can
against Smetton, and these were the facts--- put you d()Wn.
Mr. GAUNSON.-No. The Chairman
A cheapjack sold from a tent packets of tea
would
not dream of putting anyone down'
with coupons attachedwho kept within parliamentary law. The
Mr. COLECHIN.-There is no doubt that of position of projected legislatjon was one
is gambling. I hope you do not enter into of the highest points in the part of parliasuch a vicious thing.
mentary law. The Government might think
He thought it was
Mr. GAUNSON .-Let the honorable this Bill was desirable.
member make no mistake. That was not a frightful measure.
gambling. That was a lottery. The exMr. BENT.-Why do you not come to
what you really mean? I know what you
tract continuedmean, and yov knew what you mean. Why
entitling the purchaser to a prize, the nature of
which was unknown to the purchaser or seller at do you not tell us?
the time of delivery, and it was held that this
Ivlr. GA UN SON said he wanted the law
constituted a: lottery within the meaning of the to stand as it was.
Statute.
Mr. BENT.-YOU want to allow people to
The law said that was unlawful, and did go over the river arid advertise and all the
honorable members want the Government to rest.
Mr. GAUNSON.-No.
rise on its haLnches and say, "Whatever
is unlawful shall be unlawfuL"
What
Mr. EENT.-I know.
May I tell you
did thev want reretition after repetition what you know, and what you do not want
for?
There was another caseto tell us you know t
What is the good
of
going
on
like
this?
This Bill carri~s
H. kept a canfectl(mer's shop, and sold Ameon
the
existing
law
only,
and
you know It.
rican caramels in penny packets. Some of the
packets contained, besides a fair pennyworth af The Bill does. not want advertising, and the
sweets, a halfpenny, others contain~d t~o half- game played over the river.
pence.
No advertisement or notificatIO'Il w~s
Mr. GAUNSON said he was glad the
ma.de that money was in the packets: Held It
was immaterial how the fact became known, and Premier ha.d mentioned that, because the
amendment was the" foolishest "-to use a
H. was properly convicted.
Carlylean term-way of doing what the Go-Did honorable members want to alter that VeTnment wal'l.ted.
Jaw? If they said it was a proper law,
Mr. BENT. - Why do you not suggest
let them leave the Statute stand at it was, what we want?
and not get humbugging and making foolish
Mr. GAUNSON said it was not necesfaces over the matter. The Chief Secre- . sary to do anything.
He wanted to see
tary had h.anded him an Act which was not Tattersall's sweeps go on until he turned
for the purpose of putting down lotteries. up his toes, and then he would not be able
On the contrary, it was for the purpose
to put on his modest Ss. any longer. This
of excepting certain matters from the opera- question did not affect anyone in this countion of the law, or, in other words, legali- try except such persons who wished to bet
zing art unions. The Act wOLId be found with Tattersall's in Tasmania. It was not
on page '2384 of Volume II., of Callagkan's betting with peor Ie here, and as to the
Acts of Council and of Parliament. In the threatened exodus or the st..'pposed idea that
grand old days when laws were made, they anyone would go over to Tasmania to do
were always prefaced by a preamble saying
the same business, all he could say waSr-whereas such and such a thing was the
Mr. BENT.-I did not say Tasmania. I
evil it was intended to rut down-said over the river. There is no river to
The CHAIRMAN.-I would ask the Tasmania. You have to go over the water,
honorable member to keep to the amend- and it is larger than a river.
ment.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not underMr .. GAUNSON said the amendment stand the Premier.
Honorable members
was for the purpose of putting down lot- did really understand something about
teries. Surely the Chairman did not' sup- "under and over," and when the Premier
pose the Chief Secretary had handed him talked abol.t going over the river, he (Mr.
(Mr. Gaunson) an Act for the pmpose of Gaunson) thought the whole measure was a
fooling the Chlir.
measure of "under and over." No honoraLI~
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1\1r. COLECHIN.-l\lr. Joseph Njcholson.
member understood it. Did the honorable
1\1r. GAUNSON said he did not know
member for Melbourne understand it? Did
the Minister of Lands understand the who Joseph Nicholson was. A new king
had arisen who knew not Joseph.
The
Bill ?
The CHAIRMA~.-'Vhat has this to do 11 eTald to-day warned the Government of
the rocks on which it was rapidly runnin rr •
with the amendment?
1\1r. GAUNSON said he wanted to un- It was a literal fact that no ,,"ork had ~n
derstand what the amendment meant. He done in the Assembly. The whole of legiswould undertake to say the Committee was lation was stopped by the wretched Bill,
legislating, as far as this amendment was and everybody knew it.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Oz'e11s).-Strike out
concerned, entirely in the dark. There ,vas
no need whatev'2r for this proposed legis- the whole division.
Mr. GAUNSO~ said he thought that
lation. Different places had been shut up,
and if the law was only administered pro- was what he had done when he had lotperly, 1\lr. John Wren's place could be shut teries struck out.
Mr. McGREGoR.-Strike out Gaunson.
up quite as easily as was 1\1r. ~loss SoloMr. GAUNSOK said, let Gaunson be
mon's.
Mr. MACKEY.-We will have to engage s.truck out, but it would be striking out one of the best-known figureyou for the prosecution to do it.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not think heads in the communib-. He did not
that was necessary. It was not due to his wish to blow his own- horn, but the
efforts that the Government had been de- Herald showed the way in which the newsfeated.
They nad been defeated entirely papers would be censored when they were
by the J;erjury of their own witnesses. That delivered by the Commonwealth to the adwas the honest truth, and there was no dressees. Was any man preJ;ared to go in
getting away from it. This Act for legali- for that farce? He had said a few words
zing art unions had a very long preamble, on the Bill, but not as many as he felt the
but the pith of it was simply that art unions weight of the subject demanded. Here the
for the distribution or the purchase of paint- House was going to alter and interfere with
ings and drawings, and so on, should be the cherished customs and the knovm cuslegalized. It was all a question of degree. toms of the peopie for upwards of fifty
Were the Government going to legalize cer- y~ars, under which our little boys and little
tain things and leave others out, or were gIrlS had grown up and matured into men
The Premier was lookinO" up
they going to leave the law as it stood? and women
He 'would commend the Government most the Standing Orders most carefull~ to
heartil y if they followed the advice of the see how he could block the dilScus~ion.
gentleman
honorable member for Rodney. The hon- He hoped the honorable
orable member said, "Let th~ Government would not succeed for his own sake,
drop the whole of this Bill except the because the honorable gentleman was
quarantine clauses, and the clauses in re- beginning-only beginning-he OIr. Gaungard to the betting clt:.bs."
He (1\1r. son) was sorry to say to have the opinion
Gaunson) took it that that was what the . that this Bill was not, after all, Limburger
The Premier was rather inclined
public were looking for, and thev were not cheese.
looking for the other matters. -Honorable to think thiat it was a good deal nearer in
members should not be led by the nose bv smell to those Swiss cheeses.
Mr. BENT.-I thought Limburger was
Judkins and his crew. There was a feeling gaining ground against the Bill. All the most stink.ing cheese of the lot.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Oh, no! He could
that was necessary was to have the proposal of the honorable member for Mel- read the whole of the volume he had in
bourne carried, and the clergy, on whom the his hand if he wished to obstruct but he
'
Government was relying now for salva- would not read it.
tion, would be against them, and the book-'
The Committee divided on the question
makers would be joining with the clergy, that the words proposed to be omitted
and that holy combination-stand part af the paragraphMr. COLECHIN.-Is it true YOU had an
Ayes
interview with a gentleman in - the gallerv
Noes ...
12
last night?
Mr. GAUNSON.-Who was the gentleMaioritv against Mr.
man?
Gray's amendment
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AYES.

:Mr. Bayles, N.
Beard
" Bennett, G. H.
" Bent
" Billson, J. W.
Bowser
" Cameron, E. H.
" Cameron, J.
" Campbell
" Carlisle
" Colechin
" Duffus
Sir Samuel Gillott
Mr. Graham
Hannah
" Harris
Hunt
" Keast
Kirkwood
" Lawson

Mr. Lemmon
" Livingston
" Mackey
Mackinnon
McGrath
" McGregor
McLeod
" Murray
Oman
" Outtrim
" Prendergast
Smith
" Stanley
" Swinburne
" Toutcher
" \VaU

Tellers:
Mr. Argyle
" Bailes, A. S.
NOES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"

Billson, A. A.
Boyd
Bromley
Cullen
Gaunson
Gray
McBride

Mr. McKenzie
" Sangster
" Solly.

Tellers:
Mr. Elmslie
" \Varde.

1\1r. BROJ\1LEY said he would like to
point out that an article in to-day's papers
gave an account of the reception of Judkins
in Sydney. He (Mr. Bromley) had called
attention time after time to the feeling that
existed in New South Wales in regard to
the p'assa~ of the IGaming Bill there,
and his statements had been emphasized by
what appeared-Mr. WATT.-You must be an egg merchant.
Mr. BROMLEY said he was not, and
neither was he a man of straw like the
honorable member.
Mr. KEAsT.-He ,is a man of hay.
Mr. BROMLEY said he only desired to
emphasize this point to show the keen and
tamest feeling that existed amongst the
citizens of New South Wales with regard
to the law carried there. The feeling was
wide-spread, deep, and protound amongst
the people there, and this Bill was regarded
amongst all sections· of our community, except a miserable minority, as a miserable
-farce, that was not carrying out what the
people desired. The desire of the people
was to do a\yay with illegal lotteries, but
the Bill was of such a far-reaching character that it was an outrage upon the communitv. He knew exactlv as if he were
on the spot what took pt'ace in the Centenary' Hall, which was the largest hall
in Sy'dneY., and he ventured to say that the
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majority of those who attended the meeting were not sent there to disturb the meeting. The great majority at that meeting
were the ordinary citizens of Sydney.
The CHAIR;\IAN .-Will the honorable
member show me what this has to do with
the amendment?
Mr. BROMLEY said he wanted to show
the danger of carrying this proposal.
1t
was
understood
that
the
New
South Wales Act prohibited our newspapers from publishing certain gambling
news, or at least the matter was sub judice.
He wanted to point out the fallacy and
the folly of proceeding on lines that the
public did not desire. The public did not
require the abolition of lotteries on the
lines provided in this Bill. As one honorable member sitting on the Government
side of the Chamber said last night, the
letters written on the wall were "M ene,
mme, tekel, uplzarsin." He was sure the
Premier knew what that meant. If the
honorable gentleman persevered in carrying .
what the public did not require in connexion with the suppression of these lotteries, the public vwuld be absolUJ:ely
against them at the next general election.
He was throvving out these hints because he
knew exactly what had occurred in the
sister State of New South 'Wales, and the
same feeling would be exhibited here.
~[r. MACKEY'S amendment was agreed to.
Mr. GAUNSOX remarked that honorable members, he thought, were now entitled to discuss the whole of, this clause.
The whole of this clause was indefensible,
and for that reason he thought it ought not
to be passed. I t proposed to add a new
terror to the law. Hallam said: "We
walk amongst the pitfalls and terrors of
the law," and under those circumstances he
could not see his "va v to assist in what was
a perfect farce. For instance, the clause
provided that only the newspapers published in the Commonwealth were to be interdicted.
Therefore, newspapers published in New Zealand or in San Francisco
were not to be interdicted, nor were
English newspapers. In fact, as the clause
stood, it was a useless provision, because
a.ll a man had to do was to publish this
information in pamphlet form, and it
would pass muster. Paragraph (a) provided that this information was not to be
published in anv newspaper, or on any
plac.ard, handbill, circufar, or card. That
did not include a pamphlet or a booklet at
all. For that reason he would protest
against this clause being passed. and ht'
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hoped there would be a division upon it.
He knew there were other honorable members who were CJuite opposed to the whole
clause, and he hoped it would not pass
sub silentio.
The Committee divided on the clause as
amendedAves
38
~oes
14
~Iajority

for the clause

24

AYES.

Mr. Bayles, N.
Beard
" Bennett, G. H.
" Bent
" Billson, J. W.
Bowser
" Cameron, E. H.
" Cameron, J.
" Campbell
" Carlisle
" Colechin
" Duffus
Sir Samuel Gillott
Mr. Graham
" Hannah
" Harris
" Hunt
" Keast
., Keogh
" Kirkwood

~1r.

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Lawson
Lemmon
Livingston
Mackey
l'.'lackinnon
McBride
McGregor
McLeod
Murray
Oman
Outtrim
Smith
Stanley
Swinburne
Toutcher

,.
" 'Yatt.

Tellers:
Mr. Argyle
" Bailes, A. S.
NOES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Anstey
Billson, A. A.
Boyd
Bromley
Cullen
Gaunson
Gray
McKenzie

l\h. Prendergast
" Sangster
" Solly.
" "Varde.

Tellers:
Mr. Elmslie
" McGrath.

Discussion took place on clause
which was as follows:-

II,

No persoll shall sell or offer for sale or deliver or give or buy or nay for or knowingly
receive or accept any ticket or any chance or
any share of any ticket or chance in any lottery
which is wholly or partly established commenced
carried on rromoted or managed or proposed or
inte~ded to be established commenced carried on
promoted or managed in Victoria or elsewhere.

Mr. BAYLES stated that he wanted to
make some small amendments in this clause,
to render it more clear that the clause only
dealt with persons who carried on the bus[ness of selling lottery tickets. He proposed to insert the words II for consideration " before the word II deliver," and also
to strike out the words II or knowingly receive." He bPgged to moyeTh:1t the words (( for consideration" be illserted before the word "deliver."
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Mr. MACKEY remarked that the effect
of the honorable member's amendments
would be to limit the clause. The clause
provided that if any
person sold
or offered for sale tid"ets in al1
illegal lottery, that would be illegal.
The clause went on to say that if any
person delivered a ticket, or gave it to
another, or bought it, say, for another-Mr. McBRIDE.-Or for himself.
~Ir. MACKEY said the honorable member for Toorak proposed to limit the clause
merelv to those who made a business of
dealing in tickets, and on behalf of the
Government he would accept the amendment.
JIr. WATT a:sked if the Minister of
Lands was perfectly clear that if the
words "for consideration" were included,
a person who bought a ticket for himself
was not lliable to a penalty under the
clause?
Mr. MACKEY.-Yes.
Mr. WATT said he wished to be sure
that the words. (( for consideration' , go·
verned the whole of the acts set out in
the clause, as well as the word II deliver,"
which the v immediately preceded.
Mr. MACKEY said if the Committee
,declared. by accepting- the amendment, in
favour of limiting the operation of the
clause to those who carried on the business of dealing in tickets, he would look
into it, and see that the clause, as amended,
did fairly convey that intention.
Mr. WATT said the offer of the Minister of Lands was; :nerfectly fair, but if
,the Committee was going for tHat principle,
the governing words ought dearl v to govern
all the actls contemplated in the clause.
Mr. GAUNSON said he wished to warn
the Committee against accepting on trust
any of these promi~es to give a matter
careful consideration. Honorable members
were here to make laws, and were not
going to allow the Government to doctor
them up as they thought fit. They would
have the la ws made on the floor of the
House as best they could. or die in the
attempt.
The danger of amendments of
this character was that they IStifled debate
on the main clause, and a crafty man who
understood his business could literall v stifle
al'l discussion on every clause by moving
some inconsequential amendment almost in
the first line of each clause. By the time
the amendments were disposed of, arg-ument was exhausted. and honorable memhers who then attempted to debate the
main dauses got the credit of simply talk-
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ing for talking's sake.
That was what
happened on the last clause the Committee
had disposed of. The time was taken up
over some miserable alterations, and the
principle or principles contained in clause
10 were utterly ignored, the attention of
honorabl'e members being confined to, and
distracted by, the miserable amendments
that had been under discussion. Now this
amendment was put forward for consideration. The ftm df the thing waf" that the
clause as it stood prohibited '.!Illy person
from selling a ticket in a lottery, and yet
there were lotteries that were perfectly
lawful, such as raffles at a bazaar.
Mr. KEOGH.-The Minister said this
was only to apply to illegal lotteries.
!Mr. GAUNSON said the Committee
had not yet reached any such amendment,
and as the clause stood now any lady who
attended these bazaars, and sold a ticket
in a raffle would be punishableMr. McBRIDE.-By a fine of £10.
Mr. GAUNSON said the punishment
was much more severe. The penalty for
any infringement of this clat:.se was set out
in clause 75.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN
(Mr.
BROMLEY).-We are dealing now with
clause II, and we cannot consider clause
75·
Mr. GA UN-SON said the Acting Chairman would see-The ACTING CHAIRMAN
(Mr.
BROMLEy).-I cannot see anything but
what is before me in clause II.
Mr. GAUNSON said his aTgument was
strictly legitimate, because if the Committee passed clause II any person contravening it came under the operation of
clauSe 75, a reference to which would show
the frightful penalties attached to a contravention of clause II.
The clause did
not say that any person who sold or offered
for sale, &c., tickets in: lotteries, &c., should
be guilty of an offence, and therefore honorable members had to tUIn to clause 75,
which said that every person who contravened " any of the provisions of this Act,"
\V hether on his own or any other person" s
behalf, should be guilty "of an offence
against this Act," and if no punishment
was expressly provided for any such
offence. such person should be liable for a
first offence to a penal'tv of not less than
£10, or' more ilian ./:100. or to imprisonment for not less than fourteen days or
more than three months. and for a second
offence to a penaN:y of 'not less than £50
or more than £200, or imprisonment for
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not less than three months or more than
six months, and for any subsequent offence
to imprisonment for any term of not less
than six months or more than twelve
monthlS-and then it should have been
added that for any further offence such
person should be decapitated. He did not
wish to discuss the clause except to call
attention to the fact that as it stood it
would make a criminal of any lady who
took :part in a raffle at a bazaar. He would
like to see the clause discussed a little
longer, because he was preparing an addition to this effectProvided al wa ys that the registered proprietor of any newspaper whatsoever that shall publish any matter of any kind whatsoever relating
to or concerning' games, unlawful gaming, lotteries, little goes, betting, Or any other, kind
of goes, shall be sent to gaol for three months
without the option of a fine.

MI. SOLLY said, apart from the arguments used by the honorable member for
the Public Officers, he would suppose a
case.
Supposing he w~s. in Tasmania,
and purchased a ticket in Tattersall's
sweep on the Melbourne Cup, and
that afterwards, through force of circumstances, he had to come to Victoria. After
a:rriving in Victoria he found that he had
drawn a horse, which stood to win from
£10,000 to £20,000.
Being a poor man,
he did not like to run the risk of either
winning £20,000 Or nothing, so he desired
to sell the ticket. Perhaps the owner of
the horse would be prepared to buy the
ticket for, say, £2,000. If he dared to
sell that ticket he would be liable under
this clause to a penalty of not less than
£10 or more than £100.
Not only that,
but he could be sent to prison. Why should
he be penalized for selling- in Victoria a
ticket which he had purchased quite legally
in another State? He hoped the Committee
would discuss this question more fully. The
clause might be dangerous in many other
ways, and do harm to law-abiding citizens
in this State, who happened to buy a lottery ticket in Tasmania. where it was quite
legal to do so.
~fr. McBRIDE expressed the opinion
that there was a good deal in what the last
speaker had said, and the very case that
he had supposed occurred last year in connexion with the Sydney Cup. A man who
drew one of the best horses in Tatter~
saIl's sweep sold the ticket. This clause
would prevent that being clone.
Mr. BAYLES.-You could " la,,' it off."
Mr. ~IcBRIDE said it was not always
easy to do that. He knew of one man who
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tried to "Jav off" £4,000 in connexion with
and was unable to do it. He
saw no reason why the law should prevent
a man from sellirig a ticket of that kind,
and he hoped the Minister in charge of
the Bill would consider the matter.
l\Ir. MACKEY.-I will accept an amendment to meet that case.
Mr. BOYD said he held in his hand a
ticket which related to a lottery, and yet
it was a very harmless one. He did not
propose to give the firm an advertisement
by mentioning the name, but a certain. firm,
instead of spending, say, £1,000 in advertising, spent the money by putting it
into a property, which they divided amongst
their customers by means of a lottery.
1\[r. BENT.-You might as well give the
name. Everv one knows what you mean.
1\1 r. BOYD said he did not think that
Parliament was the proper place to advertise a private firm. Purchasers of goods
to the value of £5 were entitled to a ticket
in the lotterv which took place. He understood that "that lottery would be illegal
under this Bill. Surely it was carrying
legislation to the extent of a farce when
a thing- of this kind was declared illegal.
Who was injured by it?
1\Ir. McGREGOR.-Do you think it is fair
competition?
"
1\fr. BOYD said of course it was fair
competition, because any other firm could do
the same thing.
Advertising was considered a legitimate part of any man's
business, and what was this but a method
of advertising?
1\f r. McGREGoR.-And gambling.
Mr. BOYD said if it was gambling he
was in favour of it, and he had not one
scrap of sympathy with those who opposed
it.
1\lr. BowsER.-Thev must take it out of
thp. quality of the goOds.
Mr. BOYD said that did not necessarily
follow. Of course, ultimately everything
must come out of the price of the goods.
The cost of advertising came out of the
price of the goods. Suppose a man struck
a new idea, and found that, instead of
spendinrr. £5,000 in advertising, he could
obtain the same results by spending half
that money in a direction which would be
much more effecti\·e. He would then be
able to reduce the price of his articles by
£ 2. soo to the purchasers of goods at his
establishment. It was well known that there
were some firms which spent £100,000 a
year in advertising their goods. Suppose
that one of those firms struck a novel idea,
Tattersall's~
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say, in connexion with a patent medicine,
whereoy the advertising could be done for
50 per cent. less by the adoption of some
scheme which would come within the meaning of a lottery. Surely it would be much
better for the public to be able to buy the
article cheaper.
Mr. BowsER.-Is not that form of competition unsound?
:Mr. BOYD said he did not see how It
was unsound. A lot of these fallacious
arguments were brought forward by members like the honorable member for Essendon, when it suited their purpose to do so,
but they traduced honorable members on the
other side when they used precisely the
same arguments in advocating Socialism.
Mr. TouTcHER.-At Land Boards they
They will have to put
have a ballot.
that down now.
1\1r. BOYD said he must coofess he had
a strong abjection to the suppression of
balloting for houses or for anything else
He
in the shape of innocent gambling.
had a strong objection, Cljnd he would be
dishonest to himself to Yote to put legis
lCLtion of this kind on the statute-book
which tended to suppress a thing which
some honorable members were opposing as
virtuous members of the community~
members like the hcnarable members fur
Goulburn Vallev and Essendol1r--while
they were going to allow the greatest
gambling to take place. on race-courses.
He understood the inconsistencv of the
men who were urging that this Bill should
be rushed through.
Mr. MACKEY.-No fear of that.
Mr. BOYD said it was not the fault
of those honorable members it was not so.
It was ,not the fault of the honorable member for Goulburn Vallev that the Bill was
not placed on the st~tute-book the day
after it was circulated.
Mr. WATT.-It is no thanks to you that
the Bill is better th.an it was. You have
not made a reasonable suggestion.
1\1r. BOYD said he had not fallen into
the inconsistency of saying he was totally
opposed to gambling and of advocating
that betting should be circumscribed to
race-courses.
Mr. WATT said he wished to make a
prrsonal explanation. The honorable member for MeU)Ourne had said that he (Mr.
Watt) had stated that he was totall v opposed to gambling ,and now prepared to
omit certain clauses to allow gambling.
When he spoke on the second reading of
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the Bill he said he was in favour 'Of certain things in the Bill coming 'Out.
He
thought the IQtterY' clauses were a mistake,
more particularly those which dealt with
sectiQn 37 of the Police Offences Act. For
lllany \ears he had helped to CQnduct an
art uniQn in. aid 'Of charitv.
That art
union was cQnducted by a f;iendly society,
and he believed in such things if the money
,..,.as properly devoted. In additiQn, he
sait.: gambling could not be put dQwn, and,
therefore, he was in favour 'Of it being
conducted on the race-courSe. He ~sked
the hQnorable member for Melbourne to
accept that statement.
Mr. BOYD said he would accept the
statement, but the honorable member for
Essendon had not: gQt away from the incexnsistency he had fallen into. The honorable member said he. did not prQpose tQ
put down betting, but wanted to restrict it
to race-CQurses.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN
(Mr.
HROMLEv).-We are not dealing with the
h'Onorable member for Essendon. We are
dealing with the clause.
Mr. BOYD said the hQnorable member
for Essendon wa.nted to object tQ lotteries,
which, in his (Mr. Boyd's) opinion, were
much less harmful than gambling on raceCQurses.
Mr. WATT.-Keep yQur own 'Opinion
then.
Mr. BOYD said he was prepared to
keep his 'Opinion and tQ advocate it, and,
.ai the same time, he was pointing out the
ir.C'onsisteocv and the absolutely ridiculQus
positiQn which hQnorable members fell
into who talked about circumscribing
g~mbling and yet WQuld legalize it on racecourses.
Mr. W ARDE.-There is no credit for
tickets in Tattersall's lottery. There is
nC) temptatiQn tQ rob YDur employer there.
Mr. BOYD said the ,portiQn of the community which was supporting this Bill
tl'ought the measure was fQr the suppres~ion of gambling.
It was nothing of the
kind.
'Mr. W A'l'T . -Thev know more about the
Rill than vou dQ. "
Mr. BOYD said the honQrable member
for Essendon knew nothing about the Bill.
His VQtes shQwed that.
Mr. ANSTEV.-Did he vote against the
Jottery clauses?
Mr. BOYD said it WQuid be' difficult
to tell how the hQnorable member fQr
Essendon vQted.
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Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-There seems to be
a determined set by 'One-half of your party
on the 'Other.
Mr. BOYD said the party was all right.
Honorable members WQuid see that as soon
as they tried tQ stir up any trQuble in it.
He was nQt dealing with the other membet of his party. He was dealing with
the positiQn 'Of all the members in the
House who wished to suppress IQtteries in
every conceivable way, and yet, at the same
time, WQuid go to any conceivable length
to allow bookmakers to g.amble on racecourses and to let the public bet 'On the
nQd 'On race-CQurses. This was not a Bill
to suppress gMning.
It was a Bill to
licence gambling on race-courses, and to
suppress gambling everywhere else.
Mr. WATT.-That is about as true as
thl::' rest of your statements.
Mr. BOYD said what he had stated was
true, and with all his ingenuity the h<?l10rable member could not show any intelligent
member like him (Mr. BQvd)-Mr. '\iV ATT.-Intelligent !
IvIr. BENT.-Is intelligent in order?
Mr. WATT.-Not as applied tQ the honorable member for Melbourne.
Mr. BENT (to Mr. BQyd).-Why not
have a vote and see whether you are going
to let Tye go 'On with this 'Or not?
Mr. WATT (to Mr. Bent).-Let him
" stone-wall" if he wants to.
Mr. BOYD said the honorable member
fQr Essendon said he (Mr. Boyd) was
" stone-walling."
'iV as that in 'Order?
Mr. WATT.-I did not say anything 'Of
the kind.
Mr. BOYD said the honorable member
said to the Premier, (( Let him (stonewall' if he wants tQ."
The ACTING
CHAIRMAN (Mr.
BRoMLEv).-It is not in order for an honorable member tQ accuse another hQnorable
member of "stone-walling" at any time,
unless he appeals to the Chair and the
Chair rules that the speaker is "stOl11ewalling." I did not hear the remark, but
I feel s.ure that if the hQnorable member
is offended by it the honorable member fQr
Essendon will withdraw.
Mr. '\iVATT said if the sensitive nature
of the hQnomble member for Melbourne,
which had been exemplified on many occasions during the debate, deemed his (Mr.
Watt's) Temark to be 'an accusatiQn he
would withdraw it.
Mr. BOYD said he did not get up to
cc stone-wan" the Bill.
He rose to obiect
to certain elIauses. The insinuation thrown
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out by the honorable member for Essendon did not affect his sensitiveness at all.
He did not care two straws whether the
honor,able member said he was (( stone,,'aIling" or whether the press or anyone
else said it.
The ACTING
CHAIRMAN (Mr.
(BRoMLEY).-The honorable member for
Essendo,n has withdrawn, and the honorable member for Melbourne is not within
his rights in discussing the subject.
Mr. BOYD said he objected to clause I I
as he had objected to clause 10, and he
proposed to object to the other lottery
clauses except those' dealing with Chinese
lotteries. Chinese lotteries were nothin.g
more or less than pure gamblipg.
Mr. WATT.-What is the difference between pure gambling and other gambling?
lvlr. BOYD said pure gambling was
gambling pure and simple, but surely honOi'able members did not call an ordinary
harmless lottery gambling.
Mr. WATT.-You do not like Chinamen.
Mr. BOYD said he thought the clausf '
should be amended or struck out altogether.
Mr. KEOGH said he did not quite agree
with the last speaker. The honorable member for Melbourne said that sending a
circular round was onl v a form of advertising to show there ,vould be a loiter)
for a house, but that was advertisin.g somethiJlg which was illegal. That was the
p0int. Besides that, the lotterv which had
been referred to was another means of
selling something.
If the company in
qllestion were to sell a villa worth £500
tor £500 there would be nothing wrong
in. that, but there was nothing to prevent
them from holding a lottery and getting
£r ,000 or £,2,000 for a £500 villa. That
was just a means of robbing the public.
That was what he obiected to. There was
nothing wrong in the 'lottery itself if everything was fair and a1:xwe board, and if the
public had a cha.pce of getting value for
their money. The honorable member for
Flemington pointed out 'the other evening
that in France and in Germany and other
places lotteries were held u.nder the supervision of the Governments, and there was
no doubt that the Governments took good
care that a percentage was deducted, and
that the public got value for its money.
Mr. W ARDE.-And the people know
those lotteries are honestlv conducted.
Mr. KEOGH said if there was a lottery
for charitv for a villa worth £500, perhClps the total number of tickets sold might
amount to £1,000, but the persons buying

Suppression Bill.

the tickets did not object to that, bec.ause
they were not so anxious to win as to give
a little in the cause' of charity. But where
a firm or a company was allowed to raffle
something by lottery for seven or eight
times its value they were robbiJlg the public, and it ought to be prohibited. He
quite agreed with the Government on that
point.
nIr. SA~GSTER said clause II, to his
mind, was one of the worst clauses in a
very bad Bill. The Government of any
country was quite justified in saying they
would not allow any man to rob the public
by selling lottery tickets where there was
no prize, or where the prize was of
no val ue.
One could understand the
Government determining to put down
that,
but
the
man
who
bought
a ticket need not be made liable.
No man would be allowed to ,accept a
ticket in connexion ,,·ith any lottery. Before Christmas a great number of 1< riendl)'
Societies in the suburbs offered tickets for
sale in connexion ,dth goose clubs, for
the purpose of raising money to assist in·
digent members. It appeared that these
,,'ere lotteries. There was scarcely a week
in his district when tickets were not bein;;
sold in connexion with lotteries, and the'.
were illegal unless the consent of the Attorney-General was obtained. \Ien met
with accidents on the wharfs almost everv
week, and their families were left in in',
digent circumstances. The best wav to
raise a few pounds for them was to get up
one of these lotteries. Scores of men
worked hard makin~ articles to be raffled
for. He had seen a man work five weeks
on .a little wheelbarrow, and although he
had been offered :£2 for it, he refused the
offer. The article was made to be raffled.
If he bought a ticket in a lottery of that
kind, he would be liable to prosecution.
He believed he had some tickets on him
now.
1\1r. l\fAcKEY.-This amendment will
exempt you firom liability.
~Ir. SANGSTER said he would like to
know how far it went.
Mr. ~1ACKEY.-If the amendment is
adopted, it will simply prohibit age;nts
making :1. business of this kind of thing.
Mr. SANGSTER said he understoorl
that a man who sold a ticket for a goose
club would be liahle.
Mr. l',,1ACKEY.-I do not understand that.
1\1r. WARDE. - Don't you know what a
goose club is?
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~1r. SANGSTER said he understood the
Minister to say that if the amendment were
carried it would prevent people from being
prosecuted for buying these tickets. Would
it prevent them from bel11g prosecuted if
they sold the tickets? They were not
working for themselves, but were trying
to raise money for others.
A great
many of our workmen would be very nard
pushed to obtain medical advice if it were
not for the Friendly Societies, and sometimes the members of these societies who
were out of employment' could not pay
their fees, and goose clubs were got up to
assist them.
~lr. GAUNSON.-vVould not that come
under private raffles, of whic.hl the justices
are to be the sole judges?
Jlr. SANGSTER said he thought it
would.
Mr. GAUNSON.-The Attorney-General
cannot prohibit them.
~1r. SANGSTER said the AttornevGeneral had the right to say whether th~y
should be carried on or not.
Jlr. GAUNSON.-~O; he has not.
~fr. SAN GSTER said he was referring
to small raffles.
JIr. MACKEY.-The honorable memGer
for the Public Officers is perfectly correct.
The Attomey-General cannot prohibi.t
them.
Mr. SANGSTER said he was surprised
to hear that, because they were purely lotteries. The Temperance Hall body were
the first to start lotteries for big prizes.
Thev wanted to clear off the debt on the
Temperance Hall, and they offered a cottage for a prize. Up to that ti.me the
Eight Hours Committee had given only
small prizes. The temperance body started
the big prizes, and they and the church
people were now erving out against these
lotteries. As soon as the temperance
people got the debt cleared off their hall,
thev raised a hue and cry to get the Government to stop the Eight Hours Art
Union. All the money raised by the Eight
Hours' Art Union for some years went towards the building fund of the Trades
Hall, but the .Government said that
'this art union must not be carried on unless
the whole of the profits went to the charities. That was the position taken un bv
a previous Government. The Eight Hour~
Committee started the art union as a
splendid advertisement. The tickets were
sold throughout the Commonwealth. and a
snlf'ndirl;dvertisement W:lS given to Virtoria for having estahlished the eight
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hours principle.
The Minister of Lands
nad assured bim (Mr. Sangster) that what
he thought were lotteries were not lotteries.
Mr. MACKEY.-I was not referring to
the temperance lottery, nor the Eight
Hours' Art Union, but to small lotteries
got up privately.
Mr. SANGSTER said they were exactly
the same, the only difference being that
one was public and the other was private.
1'.1r. ~fACKEY.-Private raffles are exempt
by section 37 'of the present law. .
Mr. SANGSTER said the AttornevGeneral had stopped ever so many of
these raffles.
Mr. MAcKEY.-Section 37 states, "The
provisions of this section shall not apply
to any raffle of a private nature; upon
which point the justices shall decide." The
latter words mean nothing.
Mr. WARDE.-The Attorney-General has
prohibited a Friendly. Society.
Mr. MAcKEY.-That is public. I said
private.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-What is a private raffle?
Mr. SANGSTER said he was surprised
to hear the statements of the Minister of
Lands. The Attorney-General had stated
that these lotteries could not be carried on.
and it appeared that he, and not the public;
had been breaking the law.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-He has been exercising
an arbitrary power that you yielded to.
Mr. SANGSTER said people had asked
him over and over again, and he had advised them not to approach the AttorneyGeneral, as he would refuse.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-You have to
apply to the Attorney-General in the case
of a lottery, but not in the case of ,a rafHe
of a private nature.
Mr. SANGSTER said these raffles were
just the same as the Eight Hours Art
Union, Ollly on a smaller scale. There
were a number of prizes, and tickets
were sold. Everv ticket was numbered,
and the drawing was the same as that of
the Eight Hours Art Union, and of tne art
union that used to be held by the Australian Natives' Association. He wanted
to know whether that would be caned a
raffle or a lottery. It was conducted in the
same way as a lottery, but on a smaller
scale. He had known the barrels and
marbles used in connexion with the Eight
Hours' ~Art Union to be borrowed for the
drawing of this raffle or lottery. Was there
anv difference between a lottery arid a
raffle?
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Mr. MAcKEy.-Every lottery is not a
raffle, just as every animal is not a man;
but every raffle is a lottery.
J\1r. WATT.-One is a. "little go," and
the other is a " big go."
Mr. MACKEY.-" Lottery" is the wider
term. Every raffle is a lottery.
Mr. SANGSTER said that some years
ago Parliament decided to put down the
coupon business. It was the people who
sold the coupons who were held liable.
The people whb bought thecotrpons were not
told they would be punished or prosecuted.
Mr. J\[ACKEY.-We do not propose that
here. There is an amendment that will
stop the mere buying being made an offence.
Mr. SANGSTER said the honorable
gentleman stated just now he was only
going to look into it.
Mr. MACKEY.-I am going to look into
it further. and to see that it achieves the
object .. and in any case will bring it before
the House.
Mr. SOLLY.-Can a raffle take place by
ticket?
:\lr. ~IAcKEy.-Certainly.
Mr. SANGSTER said a large number
of people had been under the impression
that they were breaking the law when they
held these small lotteries and bought tickets
in them. To his certain knowledge the
police had told se,-eral people that in
doing this they were breaking the law, but
that they were breaking the law in such a
good cause that the police were prepared
to let the ma tter go without their interfering. If one applied to the Attorney-General
one could not get any satisfaction. When
~Ir. Isaacs, now on the High Court Bench,
was Attornev-General in this State, he (Mr.
Sangster) asked him whether he would give
his permission to one of these things, and
~Ir. Isaacs said, "No, I cannot and will
not give permission; but if the police in
the district do not interfere I will not."
Tha t was a small lottery for the benefit of
a man who was ill. This man, a joiner
by trade. had made a table, which almost
amounted to a work of art.
Mr. WATT.-If it was a work of art it
was exempt under the Act.
Mr. SANGSTER said Mr. Isaacs stated
he would not exempt it. The table was
made of Australian woods. I t contained
a great number of pieces of wood, and had
taken years to make, and any man would
g,ive a good deal of money to possess it.
Mr. Isaacs said he could not recognise that
w.as a work of art, that he could not allow
a lottery to be carried on, but that if the
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police did not interfere he would not interfere.
Mr. ~IAcKEY.-The present AttorneyGeneral has ruled again and again that
works of art are not confined to pictures
or works of sculpture. A piece of knitting,
if got up in an artistic way, is a work of
art; and so would a table, if got up artisticalh-, be a work of art.
~1r. 'SANGSTER said he wanted to
know what a lottery was. There had not
been any explanation of what a lottery
was, and when he asked the ~Linister of
Lands the honorable gentleman answered
by saying that one thing was a lottery and
another was a raffle. But the things used
in illustration differed only in magnitude.
Mr. ~IAcKEY_-The difference of magnitude is very important.
~Ir. SA~"\GSTER said a small lottery
Or raffle like any other small thing might
be of more importance to some individuals
than a large thing was to other individuals.
~1r. GAUNSON.-The words of the Statute
are not "a work of art." but "a work
purely of art." I do not know what it
means, but there it is.
~Ir: WARDE.-Is there any definition of
'rhat art is?
.
~[r. GAUNSON.-There is no definition.
?\lr. SANGSTER said the honorable
member for Toorak had proposed an amendment which the Mi.nister of Lands said
he would look into.
Mr. MAcKEY.-And it goes in the direction ~-~:)l1 desire. It may not go as far as
you want, but it goes a long way towards
what vou want.
J\Ir. SAKGSTER said he would ask the
Minister of Lands whether he did not think
the amendment could be put into the clause
without any doubt.
Mr. MACKEY.-If this amendment is :tccepted, and the House affirms the principle,
I ,yill consult the Chief Draftsman, and ask
him to so word the clause, if this does not
meet the case, as to carry out what the
House has assented to.
Mr. SANGSTER said he would like to
know what the Government intended to do
in the matter. 'iVere the Government prepared to accept the amendment?
1\1r. ~IAcKEy.-Yes; we are going nearly
the whole way, if not the whole way, YOll
haye asked.
. .
Mr. SANGSTER said if he drew a horse
in Tattersall's the Government might come
down on him. He bought a ticket two
years ago, and drew a horse.
- ~rr. BAILEs.-Was it scratched?
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l\Ir. SANGSTER.-Yes.
~h. BAILEs.-That is my luck, too.
:Mr. SANGSTER sa,id he called that
speculating.
i\ir. MAcKEY.-We are going a long way
to meet you in accepting this amendment.
Mr. SANGSTER said that was so; but
he bought a ticket in Tasmania-he could
not do that here-and he had it in his possession. He had accepted that ticket. Was
he liable to be prosecuted?
i\fr. MACKEY.-No; not if this amendment is accepted.
Mr. BAILES.-The honorable member for
Port Melbourne had better be careful about
making these admissions, or he may find
himself at Pentridge before the Cup is
run.
Mr. SANGSTER said he recognised that
danger, and was therefore going to oppose
this clause root and branch. It was one
of the worst clauses in the Bill. If the
people were asked to vote on it, seventyfive out of every hundred would vote against
the clause. Whatever this Chamber did,
he was satisfied that seventy-five out of
every hundred of the people would be
against this clause every time.
Was the
Minister prepared to amend it to some extent?
1\1r. MAcK:iY.-To a very large extent.
Mr. SANGSTER said he would like to
know whether the Minister was prepared
to amend it in the direction he had suggested.
Mr. MACKEY.-Yes.
Mr. GAUNSON remarked that there was
not the slightest shadow of a doubt that,
upon the true construction of clause I I,
read in conjunction w,ith cl~use 10, defining
what was an illegal lottery, the honorable
member for Port Melbourne could be laid
by the heels, and would be liable to be
sent to gaol for accepting a ticket sent from
Tasmania through the post. He would
direct the attention of honorable members
to the amendment which had been given
notice of to insert before the word "lottery" the word "illegal. "
Then any
person who received the ticket in an illegal
lottery would come under the provision.
What was an illegal lotterv? Looking at
clause 10 as it had been' amended, one
would see that an illegal lotterv meant aiw
lottery that was now unlawful" in Victoria,
and anv lottery that was conducted elsewhere than in Victoria. Then honorable
members should look at the first batch of
the amendments to be proposed in Committee by the Premier.
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Mr. BENT.-Has not the Minister agreed
to amend it in the direction you want?
i\fr. GAUNSON $aid if the Minister had
promised to amend it he had not heard
the promise. He (Mr. Gaunson) was only
dealing now with the amendment of which
notice had been given by the Premier.
Mr. BENT remarked that perhaps the
honorable member for the Public Officers
did not hear the proposition which was
made by the honorable member for Toorak
to amend this clause.
Then a propOSItion was made from the Opposition side, and the Minister of Lands
said he was prepared to go a long way in
that direction. He would remind the honorable member for the Public Officers that,
as a rule, when a Minisfer made such a
statement at the table. it was considered
quite sufficient.
In fact, Mr. Kerferd
used simply to "make a note of it, ,; but
on this occasion the Minister of Lands had
done more. The:\ finister would submit an
amendment, and if then the honorable
member did not like jt, that would be the
time for the honorable member to haye a
flutter.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not hear
the Minister of Lands make any promise to
amend the clause.
Mr. MACKEY. - I have accepted the
amendment moved bv the honorable member far Toorak.
.
Mr. GAUNSON said the amendment the
Minister of Lands referred to was to insert the words "for consideration," but
that would not help matters a bit.
Mr. MACKEY said he had told the
Committee that, if the Committee affirmed
the principle that the clause was to be confined to persons dealing in these tickets
as a matter of business. then if the words
proposed ta be inserted did not effectuate
that object he wOl.ld see that the learned
Chief Draftsman drafted some other words
that would accomplish it.
Mr. GAUNSON stated that one of the
greatest nuisances which honorable members had to put up ,,,ith in connexion with
their duties in Parliament was that the"
received cards while the House was sit1in~'
asking for interviews. and consequentl~
when they went Ol.t of the chamber they
could not attend properly to the busines~
of the Chamber.
He' was out of the
chamber, and did not remember hearing
the statement made bv the Minister of
Lands. After the exphlnation the Minister
had ju'st given, he had nothing further to
say.
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~Ir. WARD E said he understood from
the explanation of the :Minister of Lands
that the amendment altered the position so
far as concerned the buyer of the tickets.
:\lr. MAcKEy.-Completely.
Mr. WARDE said he did not agree at
all with the clause as it stood, but the
suggestion of the Minister was a great improvement on it. He understood that an
innocent person running a goose-club such
as had been referred to by the honorable
member for Port Melbourne, or buying a
ticket in cannexion with it, might be
penalized under the clause j but he took it
that the new proposal was that a rerson
who bought or sold the tickets had to be
actually an agent buying or selling for a
consideration, before the penal clause would
be enforced.
l\Ir. MACKEy.-He has to be more than
an agent. He has to be an agent who receives commission.
1\1r. WARDE said the person must either
bLY or sell for a consideration.
~fr. MURRAy.-Don't vou think it would
be well to omit the claure altogether?
Mr. WARD E said he was opposed to
the clause, but he was dealing now with
the amendment that had sprung up.
Mr. GAUNSoN.-What is meant by "buys
for a consideration" ?
.'
Mr. WARD E said he assumed it meant
that a man got some consideration in the
shape of profit or reward for himself for
either buying or selling tickets.
It apreared that the present athtude of some of
the new anti-gamblers was accounted for
by the explanation which the honorable
member for Port Melbourne and the honorable member for Bendigo East had just
giyen the Committee. It seemed that, unfortunately, in their efforts to win a £6,000
prize in Tattersall's, they drew scratched
horses, an.d consequently had become quite
respectable and were opposed to gambling
in any shape or form.
_
Mr. BENT.-Is it not awful for them
to lose the whole lot?
Mr. WARDE said it was awful to think
that because a man lost 55. in Tattersall's,
he had given up all hope of winning anything again, and was determined in consequence that nobody else should have an
opportunity of getting a prize, becoming
strictly moral himself, and rrepared to
force "legislation of this kind on the people
of the communitv.
Mr. BAILEs.-":"Then don't YOu' get strict
" morality at a very low rate?
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Mr. WARDE said his own morality was
Eot strict.
He believed in a man doing
as he liked in a matter of this kind.
Mr. '"ATT.-You are only moderately
moral.
Mr. "VARD E said he was onl y moderately moral, as the honorable member
for Essendon might be termed only moderately virtuous. Would the Minister of
Lands make clear the meaning of the interpretation which he understood the Attorney-General had placed upon the lotteries that were carried on by so-called
goose cl ubs ?
:Mr. MACKEy.-I do not know what a
goose club is.
Mr. BENT.-It is where thev collect so
much a week and get a goose at Christmas.
lUr . WARD E said the explanation of the
Premier was the original acceptation of
the term. The Attorney-General informed
him that it originated i~ a combination of
workmen at Home, who paid a Subscription
every week and got together sufficient money
to enable every man in the" club" to have
a goose when Christmas came.
Mr. BENT.-That's what thev did at
East Brighton fifty years ago. Every fellow had a goose.
Mr. WARD E said the ~mbers of the
club were supposed to contribute at the rate
of, say, rd. a week, for a number of weeks
before Christmas, and by the time Christmas came round, sufficient had been contributed to purchase a goose for each member. He presumed the idea was to keep
the savings from the members themselves,
and vest them in the secretary and treasurer
of the club, so that the. money would be
there when the time came.
The idea,
however, was not carried out in that way in
Victoria now. One of the Attorney-General's
objections to those goose clubs, but not
his main objection, seemed to be that they
gave about 4d. value for every rs. they received in the sale of tickets, but the idea
those clubs had established in connexion
with friendly societies and with other institutions, was to be enabled to pay the
contributions of members who were out of
work, and to assist them generally by votes
from what was known as the contingent
or benevolent fund amongst Friendly Societies, the proceeds being generally handed
over to. that food. This money was used,
particularly in the winter months, when
employment was very slack, to pay the
contributions of members to keep them
finD.nnaI, so that in the event of sickness,

Gaming

[25 OCTOBER, 19 06 .]

they might get sick pay, .and in t~e eveI?t
of death their widows mIght receIve theu
sick pav' or funeral expenses. This was a
highly desirable object, and therefore there
was no need to cavil at the fact that these
clubs made 8d. Out of every IS. profit.
M.r. GAUNSON.-Where does the drawing
take place?
Mr. WARDE said the drawing . took
place in some hall thoroughly under public
supervision. The Attorney-General seemed
to take the view that as the tickets were not
confined to the members of the particular
organization:, the raffle became a public
lottery.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Not a raffle of a
private nature.
Mr. WARDE said the Attorney-General also laid it down 'that' such a
raffle could not come under the definition
of a raffle for a work of art, because the prizes, besides the, ~oose,
comprised generally a box of CJ.g~rs,
and half-a-dozen bottles of beer or wme.
The consumption of the wine might lead to
very fine efforts in decorative art, an? t~at
consideration might justifY' the sanctlOnmg
()f the ra.:ffi.e. The Attorney-General, however, gave it as his opinion that under the
existing law this sort of lottery could not
go ,on. He assumed that was the kind of
lottery that the honorable member for Port
Melbourne wanted some information upon.
Did the Minister of Lands take up the
same position 00. the question as the Attorney-General?
It was not generally
known that the Attorney -General prohibited
these lotteries beoaUlSe he said that he
could not by any stretch of imagination
call a.ny of the prizes works of art. Although. 'onem two large organizations, having seen statements published about this
proposed restrictive legislation, might have
sent in a request to the Attorney-General
fOT permission to carryon lotteries of this
nature, and met with a prohibition, there
mighIt be numbers of smaller clubs that had
never asked for the Attorney -General's
sanction at all.
If that was so, what
lVoold the position be if this clause was
passed?
There would be thousands of
tickets issued by these small 'goose-clubs.
in the various suburbs of Melbourne, and if
every purchaser of a ticket was to be liable
under this clause, what was going to happen to the thousands of people who in the
coming Christmas reason might purchase
those tickets? Would each and every one
of them be liable to be brought bef~re a
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Court at the discretion of the police, ::tlld
fined not less than £10, or sent to gaul
for three months at the discretion of the
magistrates?
Mr. 11ACKEY.-Under this cl.ause we are
not making the purchaser liable at all.
~Ir. WARDE said it was possible that
the Minister of Lands intended to amend
the clause still further, but the serious.
position. was that if the clause were passed
in its present form, thousands of people
in the suburbs of Melbourne might purchase tickets in these goose clubs, and
might be liable to be brought before the
Court .and fined not less than £10 or sent
to gaol for three months.
Mr. MACKEY. - I think I made a very
fair offer.
Mr . WARD E said he opposed the clause
entirely, because it interfered with the
privileges of the people without any commensurate gain to the community. It was.
unnecessarily harsh and quite uflcalled for.
There might be a police superintendent of
ultra-Sabbatarian views, and a large number of these people rrhlght be brOUght be·
fore the Courts for purchasing tickets of
the kind he had mentioned. That \vas the
sort of thing which was causing a reaction.
because it was interfering when there was
no necessitv for doing so. The Minister
of Lands should tell the Committee exactly
what he intended to do in this direction.
Mr. DOWNWARD expressed the opinion
that the promise given by the Minister of
Lands was sufficient. If the wording of
the clause after it had been amended at
the instance of the Minister did not meet
the views of honorable members, there
would be apother opportunity of dealing
with the matter on the third reading of
the Bill. The clause, with the amendment
that had been proposed by the :Minister of
Lands, met his views with regard to these
forms of gambling. He h.ad considered
all through that the Bill was far too drastic, and he had made that clear when
speaking on the second reading. 'iVhat
the Committee wanted to check was that
aggressive form of gambling in which interested persons tried to get people to bet
in order that they themselves might earn
a commission. That was the reason he
thought why they were unanimous in putting down street betting, because in that
case interested persons met people who
did not want to bet, and held out certain
inducements to persuade Them to gamble.
We wanted to be careful about interfering
with people who actually desired to make
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a bet. As he had stated before, he considered that betting ,vas objectionable and
ethically unsound, but, at the same time,
honorable members had to consider the
freedom of the individual. He was not
one of those who thought that the majority
had a right to do what it liked with the
minority. It was the honorable member
for Essendon, he thought, who recently
.asked a question of an honorable member
opposite as to whether he thought that the
majority had a right to hang the minority,
and the answel' from the other side was
that the majority did have that right. He
(.Mr. Downward) did not hold that opinion,
because he thought the rights, of the minority should be respected.
l\Ir. ANSTEy.-Your votes do not seem
to show it.
Mr. DO"VNWARD said that his votes
had been quite consistent.
Mr. WARDE.-I presume the honorable
member means that in matters of this
k~nd the minority should be allowed to
exercise a large amount of discretion.
Mr. DOWNWARD said the rights of
the majority to m'erride the minority
should only be exercised if the minority
were asking for such licence of action ~s
would enable them to do some mischief
to the community. That was why he opposed prohibition in licensing matters.
Even if it were held that it would be a
better thing if there w.as no drink in the
country at all, the majority had no right to
deprive the minority of a large measure of
individual freedom.
Mr. WARDE.-You might as well comppl a man, who does not want to drink,
to drink a pint of beer every day.
Mr. DOWNWARD.-Yes, the majority
might insist on that, if the rights of the
majorit\, were to be absolute.
Mr. "ANsTEy.-The rightS' of the majority are not absolute, but the power of
the maioritv is absolute.
:Mr. DOWNWARD said that this clause,
as the Minister of Lands proposed to
an1e'l1d it, would strike at that aggressive
form of gambling which made it the interest of a nerson to sell tickets, bu"t ;t
did not interfere with a person who chose
to buv a ticket.
Mr~ WARDE.-That is what we want to
know from the Minister.
1\1r. DOWNWARD s.aid he thought the
Minister had explained the matter clearly,
and had promised to consult the draftsman in order to see that full effect was
given to the intention of the Committee.
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Honorable members could not ask anything more than that. If the wording of
the clause after it was amended still left
.anv doubt in the minds of hooorable membe;s as to how it was to be construed, there
would be an opportunity on the third reading of putting the matter right. He was
very glad to see that the next clause proceeded on the same principle as the clause
It dealt with
now under discussion.
placards and notices, and it struck at the
S,tme .aggressive form of gambling, which
he hoped would be attacked all down the
line.
Mr. MURRAy.-Protect our weak-kneed
blethren.
Mr. DOWNWARD.-Yes, but as to
people who deliberately desired to put 5S.
or £1 on a race, he thought the Committee should be careful in preserving the
freedom of the individual. Although he
did !not approve of betting, he did not
think it was morally wrong. He had made
bets himself, and did not feel any the
worse for it. After the assur.ance that had
been given by the Minister of Lands, he
thought the Committee might rest content.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
like to have some further information with
regard to the clause. There should be no
desire, and he did not think there was any
desire, to give undue facilities for gambling
by means of lotteries or anything else, but
it seemed to him that while the intentio:n
of the clause might be clear enough it was
likely that the wording of the clause would
cover considerably more than was intended.
I t was proposed to insert in the clause the
words "for consideration," so that if a
transaction of the kind mentioned in the
clause was carried out without any con·
sideration being received, it would be perfectly legal. So long as the person who
conducted the lottery did not get any
special advantage from it, the clause would
no~ apply.
He had worked in two or
three primting offices where it had been the
custom for eight, ten, or a dozen of the
employes to put down £1 a week out of
their wages, and invest it in what was
called a "money club." Lots were then
drawn to see who would take the first draw
from this money, and a charge of so much
extra was m.ade for the first draw, but
each member was required to go on paying
for the number of weeks stipulated in order
to cover the whole sum. Under the clause
as it stood, that kind of thing would be
prohibited absolutely, and yet in that case
no member of the club received any profit
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It appeated
over and above the other members, except the clause before the Chair.
the man who received his money last, be· to him that there wa.s sufficient doubt in
connexion with the clause-cause he got interest on the money.
Mr. l\tiAcKEY.-We will go into that matMr. MACKEY.-That is practically the
ter. I have said, again and again, that if
Starr-Bowkett principle.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it was not the words in the clause do not accomplish
the Starr-Bowketts, because in Starr- what we desire, we will insert other words.
Bowketts the money was at interest during I have promised to consult with the draftsa portion of. the period. There were two man.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he did not
methods of Starr-Bowketts.
One method
was to draw every week or fortnight for see the wisdom of passing a clause which
the amow1t of money, or portion of the apparently was not understood by the
amount of money, that was subscribed, and Minister at the table. The Minister of
to allot it to the successful person without Lands acknowledged that.
Mr. MACKEY.-Who acknowledged that?
interest. The other method was to put up
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the honoranother portion of the monev. and sell it
to an individual at interest. The clause able gentleman did.
Mr. MACKEY.-I did not do anything of
would allow the first method to be continued, but the second method would not the kind.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the Minister
be allowed.
1\1r. MACKEY.-A Starr-Bowkett IS not had acknowledged that there w,as a doubt.
an illegal lottery.
Mr. MACKEY said he desired to make
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the second a personal explanation.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the honormethod he had described would be covered
by the clause.
able gentleman could not make a personal
1\fr. MACKEY.-This only applies to expl'anation while he (Mr. Prendergast) was
ill eg.a 1 lotteries. A Starr-Bowkett is not addressing the Chair.
Mr. MACKEY.-I have never treated you
an illegal lottery.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that would in that way.
have to be specifically declared in the
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the Minister
clause. """hat he wanted to get at was how of Lands should kno\v sufficient about the
far the clause would go out~ide what hon- rules of the House to know that.
Mr. MACKEY.-The honorable member
orable members conceded to be the legitimate scope of such ,a clause. Interpreta- ought to know sufficient of something else
tions of Jaw in the Courts were very pecu- to allow an incorrect statement to be corliar things. The Caurt took into considera- rected.
Mr. PRENDERGAST stated that the
tion the appearance of an Act, and the
reading of a section, and whatever might Minister of Lands said he was going to re·
have been the opinion 'in the mind of the cons.ider the clause.
Mr. MACKEY. - Certain members exGovernment, it was not sufficient to convince the Court. On many clauses of a Bill pressed a doubt, and I said, for the sake of
two legal opinions would differ diametric- making certain, I would consult the Chief
ally. The Minister of Lands should agree Draftsman.
that the penalties provided in clause 7,~ for
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the honoroffences against the clause before the Chair able gentleman was not cert.ain now.
It
should be altered. The penalties should be appeared to him (Mr. Prenderg'ast) that
reduced-there should t>e no minimum nne while it might be the intention of the
or imprisonment stated. Although the House to agree to an~' reasonable clause to
penalties were in a separate clause. that put down anvthing improper in lotte~ies,
clause so affected the clause under discus- this clause might cover considerablv more
sion that the question to be considered now than that, ,and might make illegal \,;hat he
should be clause 75, which dealt with would call, for want ofl a better phrase, a
penalties.
moral form of gambling. That was the
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Clause 75 has form of gambling which would allow very
been passed.
nearly the whole of the amO'Jnt put up in
Mr. PRENDERGAST said alterations a lottery to be distributed to the subhad been made in the penalties for offences scribers, without the nrofessional gambler
against other clauses, and clause 75 should gettinr; anvthin!!.
F onor::! hlp meml')f'r<:;
be recommitted for the purpose of abolish- ~hould understand the clause before passing
ing the minimum fine for an offence against it.
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~Ir. MACKEY.-We would pass no clause
.at all if, it had to be so in your case?
Mr. PREXDERGAST said he regretted
to say that the honorable gentleman did
not seem to inspire the House with an,'
confidence with ree:ard to the meaning of
an)" clause.
The position the honorable
gentleman had obtained lately seemed to
be making him a little too large. The Government talked about a moral form of
gambling in connexion with paintings. The
other day the Attorney-General declined to
give his sanction to in art union for the
benefit of a widow and family of a member ?f a friendly society. Then the people
gettmg up the art union said the v were
going to put up a number of naintlnas in
the lottery, and the\" were allowed to do
that. That meant that the Government
,ras delibera~ely going- to allow people to
raffle somethl11g not of the value it ,,,as
stated to be. That was clearly an evasion
-of the intention of the Act. There should
he sufficient elasticity to allow an art
union for a proper purpose to be conducted.
III the case he referred to, instead of the
people bein!:. allowed to sav that the\'
would divide a certain amoUIit of mone~
;1ll10ng the ticket-holders, they had to sa~
the raf!le. "'as for paintings, and instead of
thE' pamtmgs being valued at the proper
:I,mount, they were valued at two or three
t Ilnes their true Yalue, and the difference
between. .the amount they paid for
the pall1tmgs, and what they obtained
from those who purchased the tickets went
to. the wido,,'. That was clearly an e'vasion
of the law, and yet the Attorney-General
,rould not allow a raffle to take 'place for
tllf' benefit of the widow and children unless there was a deliberate evasion of the
1:1\\', by placing on the list pictures valued
at t\\'o or three times their true value. The
1:1w should not be too rigid in these mattf'rs. but what was wanted was that a
df'Cent or proper thina should be allowed
to tak~ J"llaee without ~aking people evade
tbf' spmt of the law bv makin a them use
paiT?tings. He acknowledged this Rill was
:l dIfficult one, and the amount of trouble
c:lused in the debate was likely to cause
anv man to lose his temper. He did not
,,':'\nt to offend the Minister of Lands. He
hoped t.he honorable gentleman would
accert hIS assurance on that point.
The
Opposition. was just as desirous of seeing
:l proper RIll as the honorable gentleman.
Mr. l\fACKEY.-I never questioned that
at all.
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Mr. PRENDERGAST said the honorable gentleman was certainly more in the
fight than other honorable members and if
tl~e honorable ~entleman's legal 'training
dId not allow hIm to see in the same light
as other honorable members, he hoped the
honorable gentleman would not mind
that. What honor,able members wanted
was a positive assurance in connexion with
what was to be done. If the honorable
gentleman said he would look into the
matter-Mr. MACKEY.-I have given a positive
asst.Tance that I will ccnsult with the Chief
Dr?-ftsman, and to provide that the applicatI~n of. this claus~ is limited to agents
o.~al~ng WIth the selhng of tickets on commISSIon.
,Mr.. ~RENDERGAST said he hoped
the l\iImster of ~ands would allow him to
refer to what the honorable gentleman
seemed annoyed about a few moments ago.
The assurance he (Mr. PTendergast) wanted
was as t.o. wh~ther the honorable gentleman
was POSItIve III regard to the clause at the
pr~sent time.
If the honorable gentleman
saId he would look into it, the honorable
gentleman was not certain and he therefore admitted that there ~iKht be something in the arguments used.
Mr. MACKEy.-I recognise your position
as leader of the Opposition and vour responsibility to the House' and to your
party, and when you assure me that there
~re c~rtain th.ings that are not clearJ that
IS qUIte suffiCIent to make me look into
them. I do not claim to be infallible by
anv means.
' Mr. PRENDERGAST said there was
another matter to be considered. He
wished to know the position with regard to
Starr-Bowketts.
. Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The position
WIth Starr-Bowketts is this. When I get
mv share as the drawee of a loan, I get my
£100 before you.
You might not get
yours for four yeaTS. You might be un1uckv. If I get the first loan, I get it at
once.
.Mr. PRENDERGAST said the next
thmg to be considered was the selling of
the .mone~. In the sale of the money a
co.nsIderatIon was paid.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-To whom? To
the societv?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said to the other
members of the societv. A man would
purchase at auction the right to take out so
much money. He had krlown the purchase
of £100 to take place. He nad known
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£100 to be sold for £I75-in other words,
£75 premium paid for the right to use
£100.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I always understood that if I was lucky enough to draw
'the right to receive a share of £100, I
might sell my share to another member.
He might give me a premium for it. I do
not want to borrow the money, but some
one else does, .and he transfers his share,
which was not successful, to me, and T
transfer the successful share to him.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that was
There were
not the only transaction.
They balloted for
two transactions.
£500 every month, and they sold £500 in
addition. They put up £500 for sale, and if
a man bought it he had the use of the £ 500
for a certain number of years, when, of
course, he had to pay it back. The money
had to be bought at auction.
Wltat he
wanted to know was, whether this transaction could take place under the clause or
under the Bill.
Mr. MACKEY.-It will not prohibit it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that if
there was any doubt it would be advisable
to provide that the Starr-Bowketts should
be exempted from tbJe Bill.
Mr. MAcKEY.-The legal advice was to
admit the word " lotterv " in this clause.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the question had been asked before about this, and
it was assumed that the Starr-Bowketts
would nat come under the Bill. That was
before it was ipraposed to strike out the
word "lottery.' ,
Mr. BEARD said he took it that this
proposal was introduced to prevent agents
selling Tattersall's and other illegal lottery tickets.
Sir SAMUEL GILLoTT.-Yes; the seller,
not the purchaser.
Mr. BEARD said that if the proposal
was carried it could be easily evaded, because the promoters of the lottery in Tasmania might authorize the agents here to
sell the tickets without any consideration at
all.
Mr. MACKEY.-We would like to employ
agents on those terms.
Mr. BEARD said the price of the
ticket might 'be raised from 5s. to 5s. lod.,
add the agent would sell the ticket at the
value put upon it bv another State.
Mr. MAcK,EY.-What would the agent
get?
Mr. BEARD said the agent woul~ receive nothing from the buyer, but how
could it be found out w.hJether he was not

getting remuneration from the !proprietors
of the lottery?
~Ir. MACKEY.-It is verv difficult
to
settle these matters at the -table, and I
have promised to go further into this
question.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-We propose to
get at the vendor or his agents, but not
at the purchaser.
I admit there may be
ways and means of evasion.
:Mr. B EARDsaid he would vote against
the amendment,. because he liked the clause
itself better. He had distinctly laid down
one principle in voting on the Bill, and
that was that he did not believe in gambling.
He did not gamble himself, for he
considered that every man who received
something from another should give something in return.
Mr. iMACKEY.-Wh.at about a legacy I}r
gift?
Mr. BEARD said he would like to alter
things so that there would be no legacies
or gifts.
As a Socialist, that was the
attitude he took up.
The man who
rendered a service to society should get
something in return for it, but he (Mr.
Beard) was opposed to' any speculation ill
services.
Therefore, he thought the honorable member for Momington was illogical
in his attitude.
The honorable member
aIwroved of the amendment, because he
said it would penalize the agent who made·
a trade of disposing of lottery tickets. The
agent might not be a gambler, and might
simplv be disposing of tickets for another
person as a matter of business.
The
honorable member would penalize the agent
for handing out the tickets, but not the
man who bought them.
The honorable
member would allow the buyer to go scotfree. The agent did not commit a bigger
outrage on societv than the man whb bought
the ticket. Every member who was against
an iHegal lottery should. to be logical,
vote for the clause, and not the amendment.
Mr. ANSTEY remarked that this clause
referred first of all to the person who sold
or offered for sale; next to the person who
for consideration delivered or bought or
paid for; and thirdly to the person who received or accented anv ticket or anv chance
or any share
any tIcket or chance in any
lottery.
Mr. MACKEY.-For consideration.
Mr. ANSTEY said he would like to
know whether the word" for consideration'"
qualified receiving or accepting.
Mr. ~IAcKEy.-Yes; we will insure that
it shall be so, even if it is not so now.
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\[r. ANSTEY said he took that as an
understanding.
?\Ir. 1\fACKEY.-Yes, certainly.
-'Ir. SOLL Y remarked that the point
raised by the honorable member for
Port Melbourne about goose-clubs was a
very important one. He understood the reply
of the Minister of Lands to be that these
clubs did not come under the ordinary lotte~y clause, and that they would be permItted to run without restriction or superVISIOn. Honorable members who were in
the metropolis about Christmas time would
know that a large number of these clubs
had been running. Goose-clubs were got
up by football clubs and cricket clubs and
by various trades union societies. In fact,
they were so numerous now that one could
hardly pass from one street to another at
Christmas time without being assailed to
purchase a ticket in a goose-club. There
could be no harm in a recognised society,
such as a trades union, running a gooseclub, because one could be sure in that case
that it would be conducted under proper
regulations and be strictI v h!Onest. The
same could be said of goose-clubs got up
by cricket and football clubs. But there
were many bogus goose-cl ubs, and the Gove?l~ent .might consider the advisability of
brIngIng In a clause for regulating in some
Beway this particular form of lottery.
sides these others, there were a number of
goose-clubs run by individuals woo were
Thev sold an
responsible to noood\".
enormous number of tickets, and the ticketholders never got any prizes, the monev
being pocketed bv the individuals and no
prizes being give;1. From what the Minister of Lands had indicated, these clubs
would not come within the law dealing with
lotteries, and there should be some regulaThere were hundreds of
tion for them.
these clubs run every year.
1\1r. GAuNsoN.-They are very harmless.

. Mr. SOLLY said they were very harmless
If conducted on honest lines, but they were
very harmful if conducted on dishonest
l~nes and if the individuals selling the
tIckets had no intention of giving the prizes
they promised. Last year or the year before last one of these clubs was supposed to
have been started, but as a matter of fact
no prizes were ever distributed, the whole
of the money being pocketed by the individuals who promoted it. The public were
robbed to the extent of the monev these
ind~vidua~s h~d taken from them.' SuppOSing thIS BIll became law--
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Mr. ELMSLIE.-You cannot suppose that
for a moment surely?
Mr. SOLLY said honorable members
were dealing earnestly with the Bill, and it
was more than probable that it would become
law at some time or other, and in that belief
he was trying to get the best Bill he could.
Supposing the Bill became law did the
Minister of Lands mean to say that the
lottery clause of the Bill would not operate
with regard to a raffle or club of that description?
Mr. GAUNSON.-There is no doubt it
would.
Mr. SOLLY said he thought such a raffle
or club would come within the clause.
A
goose-club might be got up, with a ham or
a goose as the first prize, or a box of trades
union cigars-they were always trades union
cigars that were sold in this way. The person who won the first prize would get a
priz~ of the value of 355. or £2, yet, accordIng to the law, the people who took
part in this raffle would be liable to a fine.
Mr. MAcKEY.-Under what law?
Mr. SOLLY said such a raffle as that
would come under the lotten' clause of this
Bill.
Mr. MACKEY.-Nonsense.
This does
not prohibit anybody having tickets in his
possession.
Mr. BEARD.-The clause does.
Mr. MAcKEY.-The clause does not.
Mr. SOLLY said the party getting up a
distribution of prizes in this way might be
a friendly society, and it might be getting
up the raffle in the interest of some of its
members who were very poor, and whom it
was desired to give a chance of winning
something for a feast at Christmas.
Mr. MAcKEY.-Like what we are having
now?
Mr . SOLLY said he hoped the Minister
did not intend to make that remark in an
insulting manner. He believed the honorable gentleman h'ad no doubt had sufficient
of it, but the Government deserved the feast
they were getting, because they had cooked
the Bill.
Mr. PRENDERGAST .-They have to eat
it now.
Mr. SOLLY said he and others were endeavouring to serve the dish up to them as
hot as they could under the circumstances.
Mr. FRENDERGAST.-It is a bit underdone
though.
Mr. SOLLY said that might be. He did
not profess to be the best of cooks.
But
the point raised by the honorable member
for Port Melbourne appeared to be a
J
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genuine one, and it should not be ignored.
There were so many things in this Bill
which were not at present recognised, but
which would affect a large number of
people, that he would like to know exactly
where he was with regard to the matters in
doubt.
He wished to know how these
The disgoose-clubs would be affected.
honesty that had taken place in connexion
with bogus goose-clubs should be put down
bv law. There were, as he had said, some
goose-dubs which were honestly conducted
by societies which were desirous of doing
something in the interest of their members.
In that case there could be no harm in
allowing those goose-clubs to go on, put
there would be harm in permitting gooseclubs being conducted where tickets were
sold without any intention on the part of
the, promoters of distributing prizes.
He
would like the Minister of Lands to draft a
clause dealing with that sort of thing.
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the owner, the licensee had got more than
the value of the goose from the customers
because of the drinks they h.ad taken. The
Premier had just reminded him that he
eMr. Gaunson) was under some promise, as
the Premier thiought, not to bail up the
Minister of Lands on this subject, but it
would be as well, without quoting the case
at length, to give a decision in England of
recent date with reference to Derby sweeps.
They were the little arrangements where
gentlemen and ladies made up small bets
between themselves. They called it going
into a sweep. That was illegal. A case
was quoted in Law Reports 1898, Queen's
Bench Division, NO.2. The defendant was
a publican, though' it was not by reason of
his being a publican that this decision went
against him.
There was a sweepstake,
and the matter was reported as follows:. H~ had been. such occupier for some eight or
nme years preVIOusly, and during each of those
years a: sweepstake similar in all respects to
that now in question had been promoted by him
on the approach of "Derby day." It was a
sweepstake to consist of 1,000 subscript;ons of
2S. 6d. each, which, assuming all the subscriptions were made, would raise a sum of £125,
of which 10 per cent., amounting to £12 lOS ..
was to be declucted for expenses, leaving a bal·
ance of £112 lOS. for distribution among the
subscribers in the following manner :-To the
drawer of the first prize (that is, the winner of
the race), £4C;: second prize, i.e., the second
horse, [20; third prize,' i.e., the third horse,
£ 10; to the drawers of 100 non-starters, 5s.
each, £25; remaincler to be divided amongst
runners, £12; total, £112 lOS.

Mr. MAcKEy.-Called the "Goose-club
clallse. "
Mr. SOLLY said the honorable "gentleman could call it wfi;at he liked.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-CaU it
the "propa-gander clause."
Mr. SOLLY said the honorable member
for the Public Officers might be able to
draft a clause that would meet the case.
:Mr. ELMsLIE.-Would the honorable
member for the Public Officers explain the
difference between "proper goose" and
That was held to be illegal. The Minister
"proper gander"?
might take a note of the case, because it
~1r. SOLLY saiJ he was under the imput the mat"ter beyond all possible doubt.
pression that the honorable member for the The man 'vas convicted; a case was then
Public Officers was no\", hunting up his law stated for the consideration of all the
book on the subject. However, the point Judges of England, in what was called the
with regard to goose-clubs was a very im- Court for Crown Cases Reserved, and it
portant one, and was worthy of considera- was held that this conviction was proper! y
tion by the Minister of Lands.
arrived at.
The case was tried before
!\!r. GAUNSOK observed that there was Judge Hawkins, who at the trial exno doubt th:s clause would seem to operate pressed great doubt whether the conviction
very disastrousl y. He had just gone out could be supported. It was supported, and
to the Library to get an authority on the therefore there ,vas no doubt that accordsubject of infringement of the lottery law. ing to the law of England-he understood
He had been under the impression that there it was precisely the law in Victoria-it had
was a case referred to on a somewhat kin- been decided as late as 1898 that the whole
dred subject to a goose-club. Honorable of these Derby sweeps were illegal, and
members knew th.at sometimes a lottery was that therefore the persons indulging in them
run in a public w:a\' for the benefit of a could be treated as criminals.
publican.
Some of the publican's cusThe amendment was agreed to.
tomers would be collected, and sundn'
drinks would go round.
Then a goose
Mr. MACKE Y said he ~urposed moving
would be drawn for, and no doubt long an amendment to meet the objection that
before the goose became the pr0perty of was raised by the honorable member for
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Kara Kara and the honorable member for
Mr. SANGSTER said the clause as it
the Railways Service plr. Solly).
He now stood prevented anybody in Victoria from
buying or selling a ticket in an illegal lotLegged to moveIf the Gm-ernment accepted bis
tery.
That the words'" or any share of any ticket
or chance" be omitted.
amendment, it would giye the people the
The effect of the amendment wOuld be that right to buy tickets in a legal lottery nm
if a person had a. ticket in one of these out- by the State.
He believed the object of
side lotteries, since the possession of the the clause was to kill Tattersall's S\H:'E'pS,
ticket was not illegal, it would allow him so far as Victoria was concerned, but if a
to share that ticket with somebody else, State lottery was established in every State
and, to use a technical term, to " st'and on of the Commonwealth, Tattersall's sweeps
velvet. "
would be absolutely wiped out.
He had
The CHAIRi\IAK .-1 understood that heard it said ever- since he came to this
the honorable member for Toorak intended country that one of the greatest advertiseto move for the omission of words pre- ments that Melbourne had was the ::\1elThere would be 110 doubt
vious to those which the Minister of Lands bourne Cup.
about the genuineness of the lottery ~ as
now proposes to omit.
!\fr. :\fACKEY.-I considered it advisable the Government of Victoria would have it
Every member who had spoken
to leave the word" knowinglY " in to save in hand.
any difficultv.
.
on this Bill had said that it was impossible
~Ir . WARD E said he understood that to Fut down gambling or lotteries, because
the Minister of Lands had accepted the the people would insist on taking part in
The only
amendment proposed b,' the honorable mem- them if they possibly could.
chance the people had in that direction ,,'as
ber for Toorak.
'
Mr. MACKEY said, when the honorable to send to Tattersall's sweep, or lottery as
member for T oorak proposed the insertion the Government Gilled it, or consultation
of the words " for consideration," he (Mr. 3.S its promoters called it, but if the Go,
Mackey) thought it might be consequen6al vernment of Victoria ran a consultation as
to omit the word" knowingly" in the next was proposed on the Cup, the peorle of
line, but he found that it was not conse- Victoria. would be satisfied to take their
quential at all, and WOuld give less protec- chance in it, and T'attersall's sweep, so far
It would give more protection to as Victoria was concerned wOlJd be absotion.
Fersons if the word was left in, and it lutely dead and done with.
would make the clause more stringent to
Mr. McCuTcHEoN.-The Government
take it out.
would not be in office very long if they
did.
.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. SA~GSTER said then the next
Mr. MACKEY movedThis GoThat the word "illegal" be inserted before Government ,rould be in office.
the word "lottery."
vernment would not be in office very long
if they carried this Bill, because the people
The amendment was agreed to.
of Victoria did not believe in this sort of
Mr. MACKEY movedThat the words from "lottery" to the end legislation, which was preventing people
from spending a shilling in a speculative
of the clause be omitted.
wav.
The honorable member for St. Kilda,
The amendment was agreed to.
ho~vever, could onI r talk for the class he
Mr. SANGSTER movedwas associated with', and the fact that the
That the following be added to the clause:
- " The (;overnment of Victoria is hereby autho- honorable member ,,,ould not surport the
rized to hold a State lottery once in each and Government would not be sufficient to kilT
There would be pler~t:.;
every year in connexion with the racing at the the Government.
Flemington race-course during the Melbourne of others ready to sLpport them.
If the
Cup week."
Government were in earnest, as they fJTIll\fr. MACKEY said the clause referred fessed to be, in trying to do away with the
merely to the selling of tickets, and not to illegal lottery known as Tattersall's, against
establishing Or declaring illegal any lot- which all these lottery clauses were aimed,
teries. He undertook to give the honorable they ought to support 'his amendment. Honmember for Port Melbourne a full oppor- orable members had brought up to-ni.£!~1t
tunity of moving a new clause in Com- manv other lotteries nm in Victorja for the
mittee to the effect the honorable member benefit of clubs or individuals, and the Minhas just indicated.
ister in charge of the Bill said, "We don't
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mean to touch them. We have no idea of
interfering with them. This Bill is simply
to deal with an illegal lottery." The Minister told the Committee what an illegal
lotterv was, and stated that the Governor in
Couocil might declare any lottery illegal if
he chose to do so. His amendment would
do away with any chance ofanvbody saying
that the Government had deprived people
of an oprortunity of investing their money.
Jn this Bill, the Government said, "We
will allow yOC! to go to the Flemington
race-course and bet as much as you like,"
but a great many people, for months before
the Cup, would be sending a few shillings
to Tattersall's. There was plenty of evidence that money was sent to Tattersall's
day by day, and it would continue to be
sent even after this Bill was carried, unless
sOmething was done on the lines of his proposal. In that case. the people would invest their money in Victoria instead of
sending it to Tasmania.
Let honorable
members imagine the vast advantage it
woold be to the people of Victoria to have
their money spent here, instead of being
sent away to TasmaniJa to be spent. Let them
picture the benefits the charities wodd derive from the action of the Government in
conducting a State lottery. Hundreds of
thousands of people would invest in this
sort of game in preference to going to the
race~course to bet, and he presumed the
profits derived from the sale of tickets
would be devoted to charities after the Government had t.aken a small percentage, and
a good many prizes would be given. The
honorable member for St. Kilda had said
the Government would not be long in office
if they established a State lottery' bllt how
long would their action in makl~g betting
on race-courses legal keep them in office?
Was it any worse to bet on a legalized
Government concern without going to a
race-course, than to go to the race-course
and bet? Was it any more dangerous for
the morals of the people to invest a few
shillings in a legal lotten· controlled bv the
Government? The Go,,:ernment were' now
saying to peorle, "We know that yOU will
gamble, but you can only gamble' on the
race-courses."
Let the Government giye
the people this opportunity of investing in
a State lottery, and not drive them to the
race-course. Some honorable members did
not believe in gambling at all, and might
,"ote against the amendment, on the plea
that they would not give the people the opportl.:.nity to gamble, but under this Bill
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they did give the people the orportunity to
gamble, and they made the people go to
the race-course to do it. If people could
not get to the race-course thev wo.uld still
send their money there, or to a lottery outside the State, and if they co.uld invest
their money in a legalized State lottery in
Victoria, under proper control, it would be
very much to the advantage of Victoria.
As the honorable member for St. Kilda
said, the PurItans would be t..p in arms
against the Government doing anything of
the sort, but the Government had said over
and over again that they did not care for
the opinions of that section of the people.
~1r. McCuTcHEoN.-Not the Puritans,
but the publ~ generally ..
Mr. SANGSTER said he was satisfied
that the public generally were anything but
Puritans, and would arpreciate it. If this
amendment were carried the public would
sa y , "~ 0 matter whllit outcry there rna y ,
be by a few individuals, we have men in
Parliament who are determined to give us
an opportunity of investing our money in
Victoria, instead of investing it in Tas~
mania. ,) A certain amount of the money
invested in the ldttery would go. to the
Government, and the Government could
dispose of it for charitable IPurposes.
Efforts had been made over and over again
tOo increase the old-age pensions. It was
a ~ery miserable pittance that the pensioners got at the present time, and if the
Government had this new source of in~
come thev would be able to increase the
pensions very materiaNv.
Even in Tasmania the Government Qot -+.60,000 a year
out of Tattersall's, from a small ·percentage. A good many years ago a Mr.
.T. T. Miller used to conduct sweeps in
"Melbourne. He (Mr. Sangster) had known
that man to have four or five £2,000
sweeps on the Melbourne Cup, and not
only did he deduct 10 per cent. to ~ay
his expenses, but he got interest on the
greater part of the money for four or
five months.
There was no doubt that
for some time he made .an excellent income, but the Government of the day
stopped it, and MT. 'Miller had to go to
another State.
Mr. McCUTcHEoN.-He lost all his
money in the land boom.
~1r. GAUNSON (to Mr. Sangster).-Did
you say that the Government stopped it?
Mr. SANGSTER said he thought that
was the case.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-That goes to show that
the law was sufficient.
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.Mr. SANGSTER said it was 'quite evident that people would do this sort of
thing, and it was impossible to prevent
them.
When the swee,p promoters were
driven out of Victoria they went fi'rst to
New South Wales, and then to Queensland, and now the sweeps were conducted
in Tasmania.
No doubt there were a
great manv people in Victoria who said
in their Pharisaical way, "Thank God we
are better than the people in Tasmania."
Mr. WATT .-Do you call this a debate?
Mr. SANGSTER said he did not call
it anything.
Mr. WATT.-'Ve haye been listening for
five or six hours to this kind of thing.
Mr. SANGSTER said he considered his
amendment was a reasonable one, but he
left the matter in the hands of tIre Committee. Those who believed that Victoria
could manage its own ibusiness, instead of
sending the monev to Tasmania, would
vote for the amendment, and those who
wanted the money to go to Tasmania would
vote against it.
Mr. COLECHIN.-Does the Government
.accept the amendment?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Certainly not.
Mr. BENT .-Is it an amendment?
I
do not think it is.
Mr. WARDE said that after the doubt
that had been expressed by the Premier,
he would like to have the ruling of the
Chairman as to whether the amendment
was in order or not.
Mr. GAUNSON expressed the opinion
t hat as the Chairman had put the question
frem the Chair, he had virtualh' ruled that
the amendment was in order." It might
seem very singular that such an amendment should be made in this particular
clause. but it must be remembered that the
title of the Bill \Vas" A Bill to amend the
law relating to lotteries, gaming, and bettim:, and for other purposes."
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzrov) said
that no objection had heen taken to the
amendment, and therefore the honorable
member for the Publia Officers was out of
order in discussing the matter.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Perhaps the honorable
member is right.
The CHAIR~IAN.-Xo point of order
has vet been raised with respect to the
If it were raised I should
amendment.
be prepared to rule. The amendment is perfectly within the scope of the Bill, and although I think that it would be much
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better if it were proposed on some other
clause, . I am not 'prepared to say that it
is out of order. I think it is in order.
~Ir. WARDE said he desired to support
the amendment of the honorable member
for Port Melbourne.
nIr. GAuNsoN.-I thought it was to be
four times a year.
::Ur. WARDE said the amendment was
not all that he might desire, but it was
just as well to test the question on this
clause as on any other.
Perhap.s the best
place had not been chosen for testing the
question.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Where else can it Le
done?
nIr . WARD E said he did not suppose it
would make much difference where it was
done.
The Government had announced
their intention of opposing the amendment.
In speaking on the second reading of the
Bill, while he supported the measure as
a whole, he exfpressed the belief that one
of the greatest mistakes that this community had made in the past had been the
fa.ct that it made no provision whatever
for regulating these particular forms of
The want of that regulation
investment.
had led to an enormous. amOt.~nt of gambling growing up in our community which
would never have been fostered or tolerated
if the community had been alive to its
duties. The betting habit or the gambling
habit was like the drinking habit.
It was
one of those things which, if men carried
it to excess, rendered them liable to ruin
themselves, and bring destruction upon
their families, but a moderate use of either
of those two forms of what some people
claimed to be vice. but which he looked
upon as forms of pleasure, if properly
regulated, did not bring about the same
evil results.
I f that regulation had been
provided for there would never have been
the reCjuest for the suppression of the betting clubs that was being made at the preHe believed that a great
sent time.
majority of the public desired to have
this harmless form of investment for their
monev for different reasons-some, perhaps: in order that thev might better their
position in life, and others in the hope that
they might get a fJuiet enjoyment out of
an afternoon's sport at the cost of a few
shillings, iust for the sake of the exhilaration 'that it gave.
Between these
two classeSl of people a great amount of
hettin/r was transacted in our communitv.
The honorable member for Port MelbourI1e
had alluded to the fact that some years
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ago Mr. J. J. Miller started what were
known then as the £ I sweeps in Victoria,
and he had a competitor during a portion
of the time-a Mr. Boland, who was running sweeps of a similar character, aJl1d
who gave satisfaction to the publIc up to
:a certain point.
He believed that Mr.
Miller at one time had not only four or five
sweeps, but in one year he got up as many
as seventeen .£1 sweeps. Certain things
then transpi'red in conneiion with the
management of these swecws, such .as the
lucky drawers of horses being known, and
it was said on one occasion that representatives of the owners of one horse in particular waited upon those who had drawn
the horse in the sweep, and they were told
that if a certain share of theIr winnings
was not h.a.nded over to the owners the
horse would not be a likely staTter in the
Cup of that year.
Mr. WATT.-That is done now in con·
nexion with Tattersall's.
Mr. WARDE said a great deal of public confidence was lost in the management
of these sweeps by certain things.
These
consultations were desired by the public, judging by the extent, they had
increased in the public estimation-and
after all the test of whether the public
required a certain thing was. the avidity with
,,"hich they patronized jt. The Government
had neglected to take advantage of and turn
to account in the interests of the charities of
this countrv what would· have been a very
profitable source of revenue. If the Government had undertaken the business, the
hlemishes which were on this particular
form of consultation would not have existed. and there would have been a proper
system of Government regulation and Goy'ernment supervision. Even if the very
worst that could be said of the position
with regard to investments in this
particular form 6f amusement--even if it
was a vice, which he disputed, and if it
was a wasteful extravagance of money,
which was not in all cases correct-was
true, he maintained the Govemment should
have taken a ~centa.ge out of this form
of pleasure of the people and not allowed
private individuals to monopolize the whole
of the profits for years past. In one insitnnce, where the public lo~t confidence
in one particular individual they did not
patronize him to the same extent as previouslv. and he believed the reason Mr.
Boland ceased his consultations was that
the police were continually harassing him.
Mr. Boland was well known and respected
Session 19 06.-[86]
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i~l the community.
He was a very old
resident of Fitzroy, whom probably the
Chief Secretary knew, and a man well
worthy of the confidence the public placed
in him, but he was worried by the continual
prosecutions, and re6red.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Are you referring' to
c; Jerry"
Boland?
Mr. WARDE.-Yes. He thought the
honorable mem~ had a little of the proceeds of some of Mr. Boland's lotteries.
The honorable meniber did not get a blank
in every case he conducted for that gentleman. These two lotteries were broken up
-one for the reason that the public had
lost confidence in the gentleman conducting it, because they thought he gave information he had no right to give, which
was used detrimentally to the persons drawing horses, and the other for the
reason that the police were - he would
not say harassing this gentleman-but
simply doing their duty in enforcing
the law of the country against an individual. Then came what were known
as Tattersall's consultations, and the public still desired to invest their money either
for gain or amusement-in most cases he
considered for gain.
Tattersall's received
enormous support, not only from Victoria,
but from Australasia generall y, and the different Governments had consultation after
consultation .at the Conferences between the
States', and decided that an effort would
~ made to suppress Tattersall's entirelyH~ believed at that time the Tasmanian
Government were pledged to the same
course of action as the other States. He
was not sure of it, but the Pre>mier would
know. However that might be, Tasmania
afterwards got out of the agreement, and
the result was that after this form of lotten-, which the public so much __ desired,
had been banished from State to State,
the Tasmanian Govemment at last legally
gave their consent to its beinrr c.arried all,
and the result had been a continual success
ever since.
The honorable member for
Essendon had pointed out that the same
thing which helped' to destroy con.fidence
in Mr. Miller's sweeps had taken place
in connexion with TatteTsall's. That might
be so. He (Mr. Warde) did not know.
He supposed the honorable member had
heard it or seen it in some newspaper.
Mr. WATT.-I have known examples of
it.
?\'[ r. ,\V ARD E said that was onl y another
instance which showed that wheTever private enterprise was concerned individuals
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endeavoured to obtain gain under any circumstances. ·While these things were being
carried on the public had lost .an enormous
revenue, which he supposed would amount
altogether to a million pounds or more, if
th~ business _had been properly regulated
artd the proceeds paid into the State coffers.
He had pointed out previously that the
people of this State were not one whit
mOre moral than the people of other porHe supposed they
tions of the world.
came up to the standard of the best of
them, but he did not think the people of
Victoria could lay the flattering unction
to themselves that they were a whit more
intellectual or advanced than the people
of such nations as France or Germany.
The honorable member for the Public Ofticers last night pointed out in connexion
with the history he quoted ()Il1 lotteries that
some of the institutions which were a credit
to Great Britain, had been established, an.d
promoted and given to the people from the
proceeds of State lotteries conducted for
that particular purpose. As far as his
(Mr. Warde's) opinion was concerned, the
people of Victoria were behind the times
in this matter. This Bill would close up
one of the popular forms of betting which
the people desired to patronize. Provision
was certainly made that betting' might take
place at Flemington. He was one of those
who quite agreed that betting should be
allowed to take place at Flemington under
proper regulations which would safeguard
the interests of the people, and not under
the conditions which existed to-day, where
the V.R.C. licensed certain men-and
those licences ha'd been declared to be
illegal-to allow them to ply their occupations while no provision whatever was
made to protect the thousands of people
who patronized the flat at Flemington, and
who might be welshed or done out of their
monev. The Government had made no
regulations to preserve the interests of the
public. nor had they made any provision to
compel the V.R.C. to protect, the public
on a race-course situated on a public resen'e.
He should have thought, after
McLeod's death at all events, the Government would have made some provision to
deal with the people who were allowed
t;) go on the race-courses and defraud the
people who backed horses, and who could not
.get paid if they were lucky enough to win.
Provision was made in the Bill for the
wealthier section of our community to eniov the privileges which already existed,
but the right to have a small wager was deMr. Warde.
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nied the poorer classes. The only way the
poor people could invest was on the totalizator or at the smal-l clubs, where they could
have their shilling bets without losing time
to go to Flemington or. Caulfield and pay
admission fees for the purpose.
Th~ Go-'
vernment had made provision for the
wealthier section of the community, but
there was no provis-ion for the poor man.
Mr. BENT.-Are they all rich men on
the flat at Flemington?
11r. WARDE.-Ko.
~1r. BENT .-Are they all rich men on
the flat at Caulfield? "
Mr. WARDE Soaid on big race days like
Cup Day, which was a public holiday,
there were thousands of people on the flat
at Flemington because they had no work
to do. The same thing applied to Saturclay afternoons. He ,y.as speaking of the
various days ·when people could not find
time to go to the courses. The Government had made provision for betting on.
race-courses. Evervbodv who had studied
the subject admitted tliat the worst form
of betting which was known was the credit
~ystem of betting, and the Government
had made the way easy for the credit svstem to be carried out: even to the extent
of allowing settling as the result of wagers
to take place in clubs away from the
courses. They had actually gone further
thaH what was provided at the present
time. Was it not a fact that as far as
the records of our Courts showed, where
there had been cases of embezzlement amd
breaches of trust-he thought the honorable
member for the Public Officers, who had
great experience in connexion with these
matters, could bear him out-as the result
of backing horses. it had been on account
of the credit s,-stem of betting? Under
that system the man who betted heavily got
credit from the bookmaker, and when
settling day came he was faced with the
rlifficultv of either being posted as a defaulter or of taking the money belonging
to his employer to pay what he considered
to be a debt of honour. and he trusted to
get a wIDner thro~gh t~ week to make
good the deficiency.
The Bill made
provision for credit betting, and the Chief
Sf:cretary had promised that provision
would be made so that settling could take
p18ce away from the course. The worst
thing that" could be done. as far as this
form of gambling was concerned. was to
tolerate by Act of Parliament such a sysState lotterv was brought into
tem. If
existence the wants of the public would

a.
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be satisfied. They would prefer investing
their money in a Government institution,
and as the Government institution would
give no credit, but would require cash
to be paid for the tickets, as was
required in connexion with Tattersall's consultations, people could not go in for credit
betting in that kind of investment. .~he
Governme!nt had made all the provIsIon
that was necessary for the middle class
and the well-to-do class to enjoy the form
of amusement they desired, and it was
reasonable that the vast body of people
who were not in a position to go out to
the race-courses to bet should have certain
facilities given to them to make their investments, ~d that they should have their
form of amusement properly safeguarded.
,He trusted the Committee would pass the
amendment of the honorable member for
Port Melbourne. He thoughf it did not
gr) sufficiently far, but it w~ for the .p~r
pose of getting qn expreSSIon ?f opmIon
on the subject. The amendment proposed
a form of investment which would allow
the poorer section of the community to indulge in a harmless form of amusement.
Gambling in itself was no offence unless
carried to excess.
He thought with the
hon.orable member for the Public Officers,
that if a man chOSe to invest 5S. in a Tattersall's sweep, or in a State lottery, he
was acting more wis~ly than the man who
followed the information of the touting
press or the owners of horses themselves.
If a man put 5s. into a State lottery, he
had an opportunity of drawing a prize, and
it was immaterial to him whether the trainer
had doctored the horse or whether the
jockey sold the trainer, the owner, and the
public. The history of racing had shown
that alJ these allegations had been made.
l\1iembers would recollect the Age libel action-the action in which Mr. De Mestre
sued the Age for heavy damages. Some
of the revelations then made in connexian
with the training of horses showed how
owners and trainers had been misled and
the public done out of a fair run for their
money.
In a State lottery, these' things
were not material to the issue. The man
who put his money into a State lottery had
. his chance, and it was immaterial to him
what was going on between owners, trainers,
and jockeys. The owner might be honest
and the information from the trainer might
be honest that the horse could do a certain distance in a certain time, carrying a
certain weight, but it was necessary also to

[86]-2

.

[25 OCTOBER, 1906.J

Suppression Bill.

know whether, on the day of the race, the
horse was sent out in fit condition, and
then it had to be discovered whether the
jockey was working in b,c'1rmony with the
trainer and the owner. The man who put
his money into a State lottery and drew a
horse got his rrize. The result to the State
was that to a large extent the system of
credit was abolished.
In the next place,
all these things would be conducted in a
straightforward and honest manner bv the
representatives of the State. In the carnival which was to take place during the ensuing week, fully 75 per cent. of the adult
popUlation of Melbourne,vould be, through
backing horses or investing in sweeps, or
in some other form, directly interested to
a greater or less extent in the racing that
took place.
That being the case, was it
wise for the Committee to pretend that the
people could be prevented from exercisingthat desire which was raramount in them?
It was a desire which must be patent to
everyone who travellE!d in tram Or train,
and every opportunity was given to the rich
ma.n and the man of moderate means to
enjoy this particular desire to its full extent.
In this Bill, no provision was made
either for a totalizator legalized bv the GoYernment or a totalizator run under the
auspices of the racing clubs. The Premier
had sought to get money on every Bill that
came up.
l\fr. BENT.-I gave money yesterday.
Mr. WARD E said that when the honorable member for Maryborough introduced
~he Bill for th~ purpose of restricting smokmg amongst Juvemles, the honorable the..
P~emier at once made it a revenue-hunting
BIll; he wanted to get certain sums of
money from the tobacconists.
Mr. BENT.-Wrong once more!
lUr. WARDE said the honorable gentle~
man sometimes said things that he (Mr.
Warde) had not seen in Scripture. The honorable gentleman was a great artist at the
g.ame of bluff, and had been following politIcs for a great many years.
In all the mea:s~res that came before the HoUJSe, just as
wloh every deputation, the Premier wanted
to know how many sovereigns he could get,
or how much dust the deputation was pre.
pared to put down.
'It was :notl a bad thing
for the Treasurer to do, and the honorable
gentleman had not been bad, on the other
hand, at paying out. The honorable gentleman told the Committee he was desirous of
getting revenue from the racing clubs. and
he proposed to ask for a certain percentage
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CICcording to the ability of the different
clubs to pay.
If the Premier legalized
the totalizator, and ran a State lotterY, he
would, inside two years, get sufficient money
from these two forms of investment to enable him to increase the old-age pensions
and to be more generous to the charitable
If it were true, as the opinstitutions.
ponents of gambling stated, that it ruined
the community, that it caused poverty and
distress, and that at the finish it drove
workers into the hospital or the poorl)ouse, or to apply for old-age pensions, was
it. not right and just that these forms of
sport, which they claimed led to that position, should be the forms that should be
tapped in the main to find the mea ns of
sustenance when that time came about? If
the workers took his advice, they would not
bet, because they were not likely to be
benefited by it; but members hiad to deal
with human nature, and m:ll1\' of them had
asked durin~ the debate, "ivould you refuse to make laws against burglary, cecalIse burglary goes on., notwithstanding the
The saine might be
laws a~ainst it"?
applied to all the offences under the Crimes
No one had proved that the fact of
Act.
a man makin~ a wager was a crime.
It
was not shown that if a man invested 5S.
in a sweep he had doOne Ian injury to any
one. Not one statement had been produced
from Holv Writ showing that a man was
forbidden· to make or warned against making a wager.
:Mr. GAUNsoN.-There are frequent illustrations in Scripture of lotteries.
·M r. WARDE said that those who had
sought to show that this sort of thing was
a crime, had brought it under the heading
of the command "Thou shalt not covet
thy neighbour's goods." They stated that
the man who invested in a State lotterv or
a totalizator did so because he coveted his
neighbouT's goods. What did a man go on
the Stock Exchange for, and what did a
man buv wheat or wool for, excert to covet
some of the good thin~s to be made by the
exercise of common sense and discretiO'l1?
Under these circumstances, he held that a
man was not immoral who invested in a
sweep or a State lottery.
The whole of
the teaching of Scripture went to show that
excf'SS in anythin~ led to misery, trouble,
and poverty.
Because some people were
guilt,- of excess either in drinking or in
betting, was that a reason why the Legislature sihould prevent a man exercising moderately, and according to his means, that
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which he desired for his own amusement?
It was not. As 'he desired that the State
should have the control in this matter, and
should have the profit, so that its aid to
its poverty-stricken might be greater than
it was at present, he intended to support
the amendment moved bv the honorable
member for Port l\Ielbour;le.
Mr. COLECHIN said he took some exception to the views expressed by the honorable member who had just sat down. He
agreed with the member for a certain district that if a large amount of employment
was given in connexion with ::iny industry,
that member was justified in looking at the
matter from the point of view of retaining
that employment. Although the honorable
member for Flemington and some other
members had race-courses in their districts
which gave a large amount of employment,
still he (Mr. Colechin) felt that the extension of gambling would not increase employment, and, in fact, that the restriction
of it within reasonable limits was more
likel y to increase honest and good work
among the people, and thus do a great deal
Thp. honorable member for
more good.
Flemington spoke of reople who carried on
gambling schemes in Melbourne. The man
who first ran sweeps in Melbourne was
Then we had ?\filler's
a Mr. Coker.
sweeps, and now we had Tattersall's .. He
had been making a few inquiries to fortify
himself.
He had pledged himself to
favour a tote run by the Government, or
by the V.R.C, if he thought it would do
more good than haml, but he would not
pledge himseif to support anything for the
extension of gambling unless he was satisfied that it would do more good than harm.
He spoKe to a gentleman to-day. and asked
him his opinion in reference to this matter. He said that, judging from the newspapers within the last day or two, the Government were going too far, though previously he thought they were on the right
lines. That looked as if the newsrapers
had become offended with the Government
because the Government were treading on
their toes. It was the duty of every honorable member to try to make the Bill ac·
ceptable to the maioritv of the people.
This gentleman told him' that in North
Melbourne, West Mp.-lbourne, Collingwood,
Richmond, and other pI:l.ces about Melbourne, it was a common thing to see women
and children sitting on the footpaths in the
evenings waiting to get the results of the
day's racing.
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Mr. SOLLy.-That must be at GeelO'ng.
Mr. COLECHI~ said they might play
two-up at GeelO'ng, but he did nO't know as
much about that as the honorable member
who had interjected. If this gentleman's
statement aooLt the women and children
was cO'rrect, it was about time something
was done to check the gambling, for that
kind of thing should nOD be allowed to' go
on. The honorable member for }lort Melbourne was suggesting a machine to bring
in sovereigns to the Premier. The Premier
was very good at looking after soverelgns
\V hen some of those good men from the
back country were applying for large sums
of pt:.blic money for the purpose of doing
work which they ought to do themselves.
The Premier was also very good at refusing sovereigns when they were offered to
him if he believed that they would do more
harm than good. He (Mr. Colechin)
trusted that the Premier, unless he was
thorough I y satlsfied tha.t this proposal in
connexion with the machine would do more
good than harm, would decline to' rWl a
Government machine, or to allow the
V.R.C. to run a machine. It had been
said that. this Bill would play into the
hands of the V.R.C., that aristocratic company which owned or controlled 300 acres
of valuable land.
MT. BENT.-What abou~ their meeting
the O'ther day? Thev were not verv com.
plimentary to the Go~'ernment.
Mr. COLECHI:K said he did not know
anything about that meeting.
Mr. BENT.-I saw you reading the resoI utions they passed.
Mr. COtE CHIN said that possibly he
read the resolutions. but he did not read
the whole of the discussion. Apart from
that. however, 'what he wanted to point out
was that, whether it was the Government
that ran this machine, or whether the
V.R.C. were given further 20wer than they
had now, he would certainlv mefer to see
the Government carry out w"hat he (1\1r.
CO'lechin) had suggested with reg a rd to
putting on £so a. day for the V.R.e., and
,+'20 a day for the Caulfield Club.
The
Government sneered at that suggestion, but
they proposed to take 5 per cent. of the
proceeds, and there was no doubt that this
5 per cent. would come out of the clubs
which were best able to pay it, and in that
respect the Government prooosal was on
very good lines. The present amendment
would not be so .advantagrous to the GO'vernment, because eyen if-theY took TO per
cent. from this machine, they would have
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to see that there "vas. no manipUlation in
connexion with it, and would probably
have to run a department to look after it.
If, 5 per cent. on the gross proceeds was not
enough, let the Government propose to
Mr. Byron Moore hau
take 10 per cent.
been trotting round the lobbies. but he (Mr.
Colechin) hoped the Government would
not listen to him or to the V.R.C. That
club had done very well in the past, and if
there was any body in Victoria that ought to
contribute to the charities, it was the
V.R.C. This proposal, however, was to
run a bazaar or lottery or tote or something
of that character, and he thought the Government would be justified in refusing to
accept the .amendment. He (i\Ir. Colechin)
did not often go to the races himself, but
on Saturday last he went out to Caulfield,
and while there he had a chat with one or
two gentlemen from the Federal Parlia·
ment. He saw a stream of men and a few
women moving along, and he made inquiries as to ·where they were going to.
He was informed that these were the
people who had lost all their monev. and
that they were making their way to the
trains. While there he saw thousands of
people betting, and he imagined that there
were not more than one or two out 0 f every
fi,'e who were looking at the races. The
rest apparently went there simplv for
nothing but to gamble-they were not looking at the races at all. He saw men with
fancv coats, and among others men whose
fathers ',rere muni~ipil councillors, and
men whom he kne\\' to have been splendidly
educated. He talked with one of them,
and the man said that the onlv reason he
went out to gain his living at the race~
course was beca.use he could not get em~
ployment elsewhere.
This was another
reason why the Government should do
their best -to provide further employme~t
for the people, and nat allow quasi public
bodies to send to other countries for articles
which could be manufactured here. If the
Government could do .anvthing to prevent
men having to go to' the races to earn a
livin<!. it ,vol.1ld be \"€'rv .good for the
community. He (~fr. Colechin) W:lS satisfied that any extension of gambling was
iniurious to the communitv. He believed
that \\'e cO'Jlc1 have horse racing without
gamhling at all. although from what he
saw last Saturday he was afraid that there
"'ould be gambling for the next 200 vears.
There was not the slightest haDe that this
or any other Bill would do "away with
gambling altogether, but at some: future
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time we might possibly be able to get racing
without gambling, just as we could now
have football and cricket without gambling.
Mr. WATT.--And perhaps politics without rubbish.
Mr. COLECHI~ said he had seen horse
races without gambling in the countn- districts, but at the same time he ,,,as prepared
to admit that we would ne,'er be able to do
away with gambling altogether, whaten'r
measures might be passed for at least the
next 200 years, Therefore, whether it was
the Minister of 'Vater Sun!)I,', the honorable member for Carlton, or the leader of
the Opposition, or anyone else, they would
still be able to put their £1 on in the
future as in the past. Still, gambling could
be restricted, and as the effect of this measure would be to restrict it, he was satisfied
that the Bill, with certain amendments,
would be in the direction that the public
desired.
Mr. BROMLEY said he did not think
it was fair that the statement iust made bv
the honorable member for Geelong should
go into Hansard without contradiction.
The honorable member said that in the
future he (Mr. Bromlev) and the honorable
member for North ~'relbourne would be
able to put on their £1 the same as they
had done in the past.
Mr. COLEcHIN.-I did not sav that.
Mr. BROMLEY said the - honorable
member did say it. He (\Ir. Bromley) did
not know what the honorable member for
North Melbourne might have done, but he
(Mr. Bromley) had never put £1 on a
horse in his life. He did not wish the
honorable member's statement, therefore, to
go into Hansard ,dthout being challenged,
because he (~fr. Bromlev) was not a
gambler, and had never backed a horse in
his life.
Mr. BEARD remarked that the honor,
able member for Flemington, in a very eloquent address to-night, made one of the
most illogical and oily speeches in favour
of crime that he (}[r. Beard) nad ever
heard in his life. At the conclusion of the
honorable member's speech he said: "I
have yet to learn that gambling is a crime,
and until it can be shown to me that bettingis a crime I do not pro!1Qse to legislate
against it, but would rather legislate in
the direction of the GO\'ernment lotteries
proposed bv the honorable member for Port
Melbourne." Now, he (Mr. Beard) would
try and show the honorable member that
betting was a crime-a social crime of the
worst character. As a Socialist member of
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the Labour Party he considered tnat a man
could not justify drawing an income unless
he rendered some necessary services to
society. We had to-day a most complicated
system of civilization-a system with so
many ramifications that he would admit it
was -liard to show where social crime came
in in the matter of making a bet.
He
might say that he ,vas just as much opposed
to the Stock Exchange, or to any form of
speculation, as he was to the making of a
bet. He found, however, that honorable
members of his party, who continuall y denounced the capitalistic system of production and distribution, or some of them, gave
out the most illogical reasons why men
should be allowed to bet faom the small
pittanoe which the workman got as wages.
He (Mr. Beard) would try and illustratr:his position in a simple manner. Suppose
tl-iat five men were wrecked, and ,vere
landed upon an island in the sea on which
there were no other people living. There
were fish to be got on the sea shore without
much exertion-of course, at this stage the
men could not be workers in a::;riculture, in
the arts, or as tradesmen of all"- kind. The
five of them went down to the sea, and
thev caught sufficient fish to give a meal
for each. Now. suppose that they did this
regUlarly three times a day,. and then suppose that one of these men-a ma.n who
saw no social crime in betting-said to one
of the other four: "Look here, Tack, when
we go down to the sea to-day to earn our
dinner, I will bet vou that 'the first fish
caught weighs t!. lh."
Mr. WARDE.-You misunderstand what
I say.
I pointed out distinctly that was the
curse of credit bettin~, which I oppose.
:\1r. BEARD said that the other man
replied, "Done j its a wager." The fi"e
of them wou:d start.
The first fish did
not weigh 4 Ibs., and consequently one
man: had lost a bet. .and the man who
won the bet sat on the sea-shore till dinner
time, and watched the other man earning
his living. That was a simple illustration
of what ,,'ent on in societv.
And there
was this to be remarked: The mere fact
of that one man sitting idly by withdrew
from industry that man's labour, and this
State lottery,' to the extent of the management of it, would draw numbers of men
into the Civil Service who would not be
rendering any service to societv to justify
the wages they would get.
He thought
the same thing would apply to the totalizator.
He would like to point out that
if we increased this specUlative spirit
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amongst the workers by dangling before
their eyes some big prize, we should be
blinding them to the robbery they suffered
from in our present state of civilization.
We said to them that we would increase
these chances of suddenly becoming rich
without exertion, and the worker then went
to work with better heart.
The worker
would not be desirous then of making a
stand for better wages and better conditions. He would say he would be out of
his class, and be independent of the whole
world.
That was what the honorable
member was anxious should follow.
Mr. WATT.-This Bill has burst up your
party a bit.
Mr. BENT.-I think it has burst up ours.
Mr. BEARD said that all parties had
been burst ur by this Bill, and he supposed they might as well be burst up
on this as any other Bill.
There was
another Bill not far off that would burst
up a few more of them. There was one
thing that all parties recognised in this
debate, and that was that no party had
made this a party question.
All honorable members were at liberty to vote
upon it just as they liked, and. it
was because the members of all parties
were voting in so many different ways that
he believed even'" party ought to be a
pledged pa.rty to a fe\v democratic principles. If that was the case there would
always be solidity, which was not obtained
if everyone had a free hand. If he had
a free hand on the labour platform he
would be breaking away from his coHeagues
every night, but it was only on such questions as this that a man voted according
to the intelligence, as he said, that God
gave him. The honorable members sitting
behind the Government had complained
that the Labour Part\' had a caucus. But
when the Premier got up on an occasion
when some of his followers were against
a measure, and the honorable gentleman
said, "This is vital," they all went behind
They were not going to
him to a man.
sacrifice their party.
Mr. WATT.-Do they?
Mr. GA UNSON said he rose to a point
of order.
Mr. WATT.-Do not spoil a good speech.
'Mr. GAUNSO)J said it was a good
speech, but it was not pertinent to the
question before the Chair. The honorable
member himself could see that he was a
little bit in the wrong.
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The CHAIRMAN .-1 think the remarks of the honorable member for Jika
Jika are pertinent to the question.
Mr. BEARD said he knew he had been
wandering a little, and he was just about
to bring himself in order. The honorable
member for Carlton stated in an interjection to the honorable member for Geelong
that the ratter must haNe been reading
More's Utopia, and stated that, so far as
doing away with gambling was concerned,
it would perhaps take 2,000,000 years
to do that, or it would never be done
away with at all. He (Mr. Beard) did not
part-icularly care much about that.
He
was here to try to do aWay with evils which
he saw existing. He believed Parliament
would be manv years in doing away with
the evil of private ownership and monopol y in land, but- at the same time that
was no reason why he should not try by
his voice and vote to lessen that evil.
On
this particular Bill he intended to. vote
against the amendment, for the slmlple
reason that he wouI'd tryon every occaSIOn
durinO" this debate and during the divisions to use his voice and vote against all
forms of betting, whether on the Flem:ington race-course, or under the warrant of
the Government, or in .any illegal form
that he knew of.
Mr. GAUNSON remarked that somewhere in the ScriptureSi, about which he
was foggy at this time of life, it was said
that two men went up to pray at Jerusalem,
and one of them smote his blessed breaSlt,
and sruid he was very unworthy.
The
othler fellow thanked God that he was not
as the other coves v,Tere.
That appeared to
be about the principle that the honorable
member for Tika Tika had enunciated. All
the honorab1e members of the Assembly who
were going in to put down betting knew
they were" Holy Joes."
the CHAIRMAN. - The honorable
member had better not use lrunguage of
that sort.
:Mr. KEOGH.-A personal reflection like
that is rather a comoliment.
Mr. GA UNSON said that" Holy Joe"
was short for" Holy Joseph," and everybody knew that Jose,ph was tempted, and
fled' from temptation.Mr. WATT.-He is dead; we are not.
Mr. GA UNSON said that all Scripture
was written for our edification if we only
understood it.
Mr. BROM:LEY.-You misquote it.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not, because honorable mp.mbers knew about
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Joseph and Potiphar's wife.
He looked
upon those honorable members who got up
in this chamber-he regarded the honorable member for Essendon and the honorable member for Warmambool as specimens-and denounced their neighbours as
being wicked, because they gambled or
betted; as Pharisees of the first order.
Mr. WATT.-If they did they would be,
but neither of them did.
Mr. GAU~SON said he did not think
there was much doubt about it. The last
honorable member who spoke got up to
prove that gambling was sinful, but did
not attempt to {prove it.
The honorable
member got up to. prove that it was sinful and a crime. Did the honorable member attempt to prove it was sinful? From
what Scripture or from what leading writer
or thinker, ancient or modern, did the honorable member attempt to prove it?
l\Ir. COLEcHIN.-He attempted to prove
it, like you, by telling a nice story.
!\Ir. GAUNSON said strong meat was
for men, but milk was for babes, and he
pointed his stories to the class of :people
who had to be benefited by them.
He
did not for one moment doubt the sincerity
of the honorable member far Jika Jika.
The honorable member was a man whom
all in this Chamber respected, and personally liked. He (Mr. Gaunson) thought
the honorable member was one of the few
members of the Labour Party that honorable members on the Ministerial side of
the House, so to speak, "cottoned to."
The honorable member was genial, and
every honorable member admitted that,
whilst all the other members of the Labour
Party might be honest, thev recognised the
honorable member for Jika Jika as being
such.
He (Mr. Gaunson) did not pretend
to be honest.
He did not make any preWhat were
tence at all in that respect.
pEople in thiS! world for?
The CHAIR~[AN.-Would the honorable member mind saving a word or two
in reference to the amendment before the
Chair?
!\Ir. GAU~SON said that whilst the
honorable member for Jika Jika was speaking nobody interrupted, but the moment he
(1\1 r. Gaunson) got up he was fired at
from even' corner. He was fired at more
especially· by t.he Chairman.. He did not
know whv he had apparently .incurred the
Chairman's hostility.
Mr. BENT.-Is at right to say the
I I Chairman's
hostilitv"?
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Mr. GA UNSON said he stated "apparently," because he was no sooner on
bis legs thian he was called up on a point
of order.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-You deserve it.
Mr. GAUNSON said that honorable
members had different ways of looking at
these matters. He might deserve it or he
might not.
There was an article on the
subject of gambling in the Quarterly Review of 1889.
Mr. BENT.-You have got that old thing
again?
Mr. GAUNSON said the article was by a
remarkably fine writer. It would be improper not to inform the Chamber that the
writer proved to his (the writer's) own satisfaction that gambling was a vice, and a sin,
and so on.
He would give the writer 1 s
arguments in connexion with what he had
heard uHered bv the honorable member
for Gippsland East. There was a saying
which he almost believed to be a maxim,
but which had no truth in it, namelv, that
the gambler did not acquire the thIng by
earning-he did not earn what he won.
The writer he was quoting from saidWhat is gambling and what is its wrong? A
learned 'Writer of modern days condemns the
gambler on the ground that he desired to acquire without earning. But this answer will not
bear close examination. The man who invests
money in consols acquires without earning-

Mr. BEARD.-And commits a crime bv
doing it.
.
1\1r. GAUNSON said one might as well
say it was a crime to fill the belly when
one was hungryand if earning were made a condition of acquisition the employment of capital would be impossible in all cases where the capitalist was
unable to supervise its employment. Nor does
the evil lie in the risk. At times enormOUS pro·
fits are made by trading. Hallam asserts that
the interest of money wa~ exceedingly high
throughtout the Middle Ages. He quotes a
speech of Doge Mocenigo, reckoning the annual
profit made by Venice on her mercantile capital
at 40 per cent. The specula.tor who buys largely
in one part of the world goods which he
hopes to sell at a profit in another runs grave
risk.
The miner wh·), spends all his wealth in
prospecting for a valuable metal runs grave
risk.' In everyone of the myriad fields of commerce there is hazMd in the working, and ruin,
as utter and as ghastly as any which has over·
whelmed the gambler, m.1Y at any time overthrow the honest but unsuccessful tradesman.

There was a straight answer to that absurd
argument that the gambler was a sinner
of the vilest degree. The gambler was the
man who made his living out of gambling,
and who, in fact, might exceed what he
could afford to lose.
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Mr. BEARD.-He shirks his duty to
society by preying on his fellows.
Mr. GAUNSON said that remark was
equal to the magnificent illustration about
the 4-1b. fish, which would have been
equally good if
it
had
beenl 4
The thing was ridiculous.
Ibs. 4 ozs.
He was a gambler in that he liked to put
a shilling on occasionally.
He had indulged in "a shilling in and the winner
shouts." Sometimes he had won and sometimes he had lost. br.t he had always had
his drink. He was a sinner, and if there
were no sinners left in the world, what was
the use of the devil? If people were all
good, this [lace would not be fit for them.
He was like the clergyman in the dreadful
stann, who was told by the captain that
in a quarter of an hour he would be in
Paradise, whereupon the holy man ejaculated, "God forbid."
One would think
the honorable member for Port Meloourne
had thrown a bomb-shell into the chamber,
scattering dismay and wounds and confusion
Yet the
all ror.nd by this amendment.
honorable member for Melbourne had circulated two pages of proposed amendments
for establishing a totalizator, out of the net
proceeds of which the Government were to
benefit to the extent of one-third, and the
V.R.C. to the extent of two-thirds.
Mr. GRAHAM.-It is not passed yet.
Mr. GAUNSON said no f~ling of shock
had been engendered by it. This proposal
was merely the complement of the rroposal
of the honorable member for Melbourne.
The honorable member for Port Melbourne
simply said by his amendment that instead
of the V.R. C. having the whole of the show
to themselves, the Government could have
a show also, and that thev should ear-mark
the proceeds of the aff~ir for charitable
purposes. Let the Committee look at the
history of nations on the subject of State
lotteries.
It must not be forgotten that
.this legislation had been largely thrust upon
Parliament by the persistent and insistent
efforts of those gelltlemen and those
I' screechites "-the female portion of the
poPtilation-who had been attending the
Pleasant Sunday Afternoons at the Wesley
Church.
Mr. BENT.-I denied that at least six
·times on the floor of the House.' I t is
not true. and this Bill was prepared before
any Judkins or anyone else sFoke.
Mr. GA UNSON said even if what he
had said was not true, the legislation the
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Government had proposed was backed up
and insisted upon by those people.
Mr. BENT.-It is to save women from
being hammered and starved.
Mr. GAUNSON said he found that in
the year 1820, James Lloyd, who was a
~Iethodist preacher on SundaysThe CHAIRMAN.-Would the honorable member explain to me what oonnexion
this has with the amendment?
Mr. GAUNSON said it was on the subject of lotteries, and the question was whether the Government were to be given authoritv to init'iate and run a State lottery.
He w-'as thoroughly in favour of giving the
Government that power, because~ after all,
were the Committee going to put an end
to racing?
Were honorable members
honest? . Did they want to oonvert the
people from their sins? Were they pretenders to holiness, or did they really mean
it? If they did not really mean it, then
let them not go any further. If they did
mean it, then let them put a stop
to horse-racing and all those unseemly exhibitions of half-dressed young
women at the theatres.
Let us be
holy right up to the handle, if we
were going to be holy at all. and no half
measures. He found that in 1820 James
Lloyd, who was a Methodist preacher 'on
. Sundays, and the keeper of a " little go"
or illegal lottery all the rest of the week,
was sentenced to three months'imprisonment
with hard labour.
He did not want to
see this sort of thing repeated here. He
wanted men to be reasonably, moderately
moral, and it was a perfect pretence if we
said we wanted to be anything else. There
was no man or woman that did not want to
enjoy this life, and were people any the
worse for it? Look at the history of State
lotteries and see whether they were not a
good thing for England.
Reading from
the standard work that he held in his hand,
and taking Great Britain itself, he found
that from 1793 to 1824-and here in proportion we would receive a larger amount
from State lotteries than the people of England ever got in those days;--the Government of England made an average yearly
profit of £346,765. or a total amount of
upwards of £11,000,000 during those
thirty-two years.
1\1r. BENT.-Why did they give them up?
Mr. GAUNSON said what caused them
to be given up was the same ridiculous
canting notions as were actuating the Committee to-day. After all, the doctrine .of
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revolution in morals was nonsense.
The
doctrine of evolution was the right and
sound one. Not only in England was the
State lottery established, but the very best
Englishmen that ever lived-the Americans
who fought out their jndependence against
the ruinous misgovernment of the English
Parliament in the reign of George II 1.men like Jefferson and others, during the
time of the war of revolution, started a
State 1otten' as a Government measure, and
why should we pretend, humbugs that we
should have to write ourselves down as, if
"'e did make any such pretence, to be any
better than those men? V{hy should we
hesitate to follow the exanlple of the
greatest of the Americans? Turning now
to the standard work from which he had
quoted, and when one got heated in making
a statement, it was not easy for him-~Ir. BENT.-He does not stick to the
Standing Orders either.
The honorable
member has been called to order several
times. I have here a little hook, and if I
were to take it up and read it, the standarrl
work to which the honorable member is referring migh-t be altered,
Mr. GAU~SON.-How could it? The
honorable member for Port ~[elbourne had
moved an amendment to add words to the
clause authorizing the Government to start
a State lottery. He was arguing in favour
of that amendment, and showing- that State
lotteries existed in other countries.
~fr. BENT.-The Chairman has drawn
the honorable member's attention more than
twice, and it will be mv dutv directl,' to
help the Chairman in the matter.
'
~Ir. GAL'~SO~ said the Chairman had
not done so.
Mr. BENT said it might be necessary for
him to quote standing order 78B.
He
thought it was time he called attention to
what might also be called a standard work
-the book containing the Standing Orders.
The Chairman had on several occasions
drawn the attention of the honorable member to the fact that he was not keeping
close to the point. At this stage, he did
not intend to go as far as he might, although the honorable member had kept the
Committee for twenty or thirty hours, and
was going beyond all conscience. Was the
honorable member to be allowed to keep
fifty or sixty men here reading that abominable fl.bbish? He was tired of it, and he
would feel it hjs duty to take ur this little
hook.
He would quote from the time of
Queen Elizabeth also, and go back as far
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as the honorable member had gone.
He'
would go to the people of America and
Canada, and all about the world, and he
would show what could be done. He ,vas
simply drawing attention to the matter now
in a nice quiet and friendly way, because
the honorable member knew flaIl well that
he loved him, and that he had put up with
more from him than he would from any
other man in creation.
'
Mr. WARDE.-It is because yOU love him
that you want to chasten him:
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
for Flemington was not concerned in ,vhat
he was talking about, and he did not want
the honorable member's aid.
He would
point out to the honorable member for the
Public Officers that last week, when the
House sat for twenty-five hours, the honorable member spoke for thjrteen hOl.rs,
Mr. GAuNsoN.-What does that matter?
I spoke well.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
had never made an amendment, or, he
thought, only one. But for the fact that he
knew the honorable member he would sav
that his object was to delay the pas~
ing of the Bill until after Cup Day.
In
the old days honorable members used to
talk sense,' and not read all sorts of
rubbish out of books. The present amendment was really not in order, but he (Mr.
Bent) had not pressed that point, because
the Chief Secretary had pointed out that
the matter might just as 'well be disposed
of now as at any other time. The honorable member for'the Public Officers kept up
the discussion. He would ask that honorable member, "Would that lot stand for
twenty minutes were it not for vou?"
Mr: GAUNSON said he rose to a point
of order.
The Premier said, "That lot
would not stand twenty minutes were it not
for vou."
A member of this House was
not to be referred to personally. He (Mr.
Gaunson) was the member for the Fublic
Officers, and it was objectionable and unparliamentary to refer to him in any other
way.
Mr. BENT said he apologized in the
most abject manner for not referring to the
honorable member in the proper way.
:Mr. GAUXSON said he regretted ex ..
ceedingly that the Premier should feel the
brunt of the criticism to which the Bill had
been subjected.
He (Mr. Gaunson) had
told the honorable gentleman over and over
again that this legislation was not wanted
bv the people, and he had tried to save the
Premier from himself.
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Mr. CHAIRMAN.-Will the honorable
member try now to tell us sornett-Jng about
the amendment?
Mr. GAUNSON said he would like to
know what there was that was objecfonable
in quoting from historic works.
What
would be the value of his mere ipse dixit
as to what had occurred in America or elsewhere? When he read from a work of historical reference the words he uttered carried additional weight. When the revolutionary war was going on between England
and America in the year 1776 the great
leaders of American thought and independence started a State lottery, and surely it
was proper to refer to that fact? Sometl~ing had been said about his having made
a promise, but all the promise he had made
was that he would not interfere any further
with this clause as it stood.
.
Mr. BENT.-No. The honorable member
said he was going to amend it.
Mr. Gl\.UNSON said that that related to
a different matter altogether.
Mr.BENT.-Noj it was in clause II.
~fr. GAUNSON said the Premier could
not get the amendment ruled out of order,
because it was in order. The Bill was a
Bill to amend the law relating to lotteries,
as well as other things, and it was upon
the subject of lotteries the honorable member for Port Melbourne had moved his
amendment.
It was said diat he (Mr.
Gaunson)\ras blocking this legislation. He
had a solemn duty to perform in this Assemblv. and that was to prevent pernicious
legislation from being passed. He looked
upon th:s proposed legislation as being so
utterly ruinous that he would do all that
parliamentary law permitted to prevent its
becoming law, and if necessary he would
speak for thirtv hours instead of thirteen.
Mr. KEOGH remarked that the honorable member for Jika Jika had contended
that lotteries were sinful. He (l\h. Keogh)
respected that honorable member's opinion,
The Jews
and everybody's op:nion.
thought it very wicked to eat pork. Roman
Catholics would not eat meat on Fridav,
and Presbvterians thought it a terrib"le
thing to whistle on the Sabbath day. People
all had their o\\"n opinions, but at the same
time he differed alt-ogether with the honorable member for Jika Jika as to the wickedness of lotteries. The honorable member
for the Public Officers had said 9Jlll€:thing
about the Scriptures. It would be remembered that when Judas Iscariot went and
hanged himself another Apostle was chosen
by lot to fill his place. He (Mr. Keogh)

Suppression Bill.

2395

did not know if they got the permIssIOn
of the Attorney-General to hold that lottery,
as people had to do in Victoria.
Mr. McBRIDE.-H'hey drew lots in the
Legislative Council the other day to decide
which members should retire.
Mr. KEOGH said the honorable member for Port Melbourne proposed that the
Government should hold a State lottery in
connexion with the Melbourne Cup, but did
we not have a lottery in full swing already? Was not Tattersall's sweep going
on all the time? How many more sweeps
did the honorable member want? He (Mr.
Keogh) did not believe that this Bill
would prevent Tattersall's sweep from
going on just as strongly as ever, and he
believed that the Eight Hours Art Union
could be held also. All they would have
to do was to go over to Tasmania and issue
their tickets, and post them over to every
householder in Victoria and get them to
send the money back in stamps. He failed
to see that this Bill put a stop to lotteries in
any way, so that there was no necessity for
the amendment. A .great deal had been
said against the V.R.C. It was said that
that club did not contribute to the charities, and th/at they did not even provide
water on the flat at Flemington.
Mr. BROMLEY.-There has been plenty
of water there lately.
Mr. KEOGH said the fact was that the
V.R.C. recently laid out £1,2oo. . .in providing water-taps, lavatories, and other conveniences for the people 'who went on the
flat, .and who did not pay a shilling. The
club also provided for jockeys who were
injured, and generally did all they could
with the funds at their disposal for the
convenience of the public and the care of
those who were injured. He did not know
why honorable members were so "down"
on the V.R.C. The members of the
V.R.C. certainly established a club, but in
doing that thev" were quite within the 1a",".
The CHAIRMAN. - The honorable
member must see that the amendment does
not deal with the V.R.C. at all.
Mr. KEOGH said he merelv wanted to
point out to the honorable mem-ber for Port
Melbourne that there was no necessity for
the amendment, because we already liad
Tattersall's sweeps.
Mr. SANGSTER.--I want the money kept
herE" inste::td of going to Tasmania.
Mr. KEOGH said that it .all came back
l~ere. or at a 11 events the greater p::1.rt of it.
It was true that TO per cent. was deducted.
but a sweep could not be conducted much
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more cheaply than that. If the Govern·
ment themselves conducted the sweep they
would probably take more than that out of

it.
The .amendment was negatived, and the
clause, as amended, was agreed tc.
On clause 12', providing, illter alia(I) Every person shall be guilty of an offence
who placards posts up or exhibits or permits or
suffers to be placarded posted up or exhibited or
who assists in placarding posting up or exhibiting in or on or about any land building or premises any information or notice relating to any
lottery whether such lottery is wholly or partly
established commenced carried on promoted or
managed or proposed or intended to be established commenced carried on promoted or managed in Victoria or elsewhere,

Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT movedThat after the words" relating to any" (line
6), the word "illegal" be inserted.

The amendment was agreed to.
'Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT movedThat the following words be omitted from
the clause :-" Whether such lottery is wholly
or partly established commenced carried on promoted or ma.naged or proposed or intended to be
established commenced carried on promoted or
managed in Victoria or elsewhere."

The amendment was agreed to, and the
clause, as amended, was adopted.
On clause 13, which was as follows:No person shall for payment or otherwise forward or receive any packet or parcel or money
cheque draft or order for payment of money for
the purpose of the same being forwarded either
directly or indirectly to the promoters or managers of any lottery whether such lottery is
wholly or parth' established commenced carried
on promoted or managed or proposed or intended to be established commenced carried on
promoted or managed in Victoria or elsewhere,

Sir SA1\IU E L GILLOTT moyedThat after the worci "any"
word "illegal" be inserted.

(line 6),

the

The amendment was agreed to.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT movedThat the following words be omitted from the
clause :-" vVhether such lotter\" is whollv cr
partly established commenced carried on - promoted or managed or proposed or intended to
be established commenced carried· ('n prom".cd
or managed in Victoria or elsewhere."
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dealing with tickets. It would be illegal
for the honorable member to prjnt or supply these people with any matter of that
descr1iption. If he got money sent to him
for the printed matter he could not ·legally
receive it, although the money was owing
for an ordinarv matter of business. If the
honorable mel1'iber sent a parcel of printed
matter he would be committing an offence
under the Bill.
He considered business
people in Melbourne ";"ould not des-ire to see
that.
The amendment was agreed to, and the
clause, as amended, "'as passed.
Discussion took place on sub-clause (I)
of clause 14, which was as follows : In any proceedings against any person for
establishing commencing or being a partner in
any lottery Or managing conducting or assistin~
to manage or conduct any lottery or selling or
disposing of buying or accepting any ticket or
thing purporting to be or usually known as a.
lottery ticket, it shall be sufficient in support
of the information to show that such ticket or
thing was bought or accepted under the belief
that the possession and production of such ticket
purporting to be a lotterv ticket or other thing
conveyed a right to the purchaser or any holder
thereof to draw for compete or have an interest
in a lottery.

Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT movedThat before the word "lottery" (in lines 3
and 4), the word "illegal" be inserted; ancI
that after the word" ticket" (line i) the words
"and relnting to an illegal lottery" be inserted.

Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
like an explanation of the amendment.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said it was
sim pI y. to provide tha t certain proceedings
were fo be evidence in support of an information. It was an evidence clause. As
amended, sub-clause (I) would readIn any proceedings against any person for
establishlllg commencing or beii1g a partner ill
any illegal lottery ur inallaging conducting or
assisting to manage or conduct any illegal lottery or selling or disposing of buying or a.ccepting any ticket or thing purporting to be or
usually known as a lottery ticket, and relatinO' to an illegal /otterv, it shall be sufficient in support of the -in formation to show
that such ticket or thing was bought or accepte:f
under the belief that the possession and production of such ticket purport;ng to be a lottery
ticket or other thing c()J1veyed a right to the
purchaser or any holder thereof tu draw for
compete or have an interest in an illegal lott~,y.

Mr. SANGSTER said that if this clause
was carried, anv one who forwarded or received any parcel containing money from Victoria to Tattersall would commit an offence.
A parcel of printed matter might be sent
1\1r. PRENDERGAsT.-The proof would
to Tattersall's in Tasmania in a legi- have to exist on the face of the ticket, is
timate manner.
The honorable mem- that it?
ber for
St.
Kilda
might get an
:Mr. ANSTEY (to Sir Samuel Gillott).order from Tattersall's for a large 'Why do you not bring in a Bill, and say
parcel of printed matter, to be sent that everything is illegal but betting under
there for use in a lottery, certainly, but not the rules of the V.R.C. ?
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Sir SA~1CEL GILLOTT said the clause
was to facilitate a prosecution.
Mr. BROMLEY.-Does it aim at Tattersall's sweeps?
Sir SAMCEL GILLOTT said it would
aim at any person who· was a partner in
any illegal lottery, or who managed or
conducted or assisted in disposing of or
buying any illegal lottery ticket.
Mr. BRO:\1LEY said he desired an explanation with regard to the frequent interpolation of the word "illegal." He
wanted to know was a lottery which was
legalized by Act of Parliament in one of
the other States to be termed an "illegal
lotterv " ?
Sir- SAMUEL GILLOTT said what was
provided was that for certain purposes any
lottery which might be legal in another
State. such as Tattersall's in Tasmania,
should be illegal in Victoria, as far as the
sale of tickets was concerned. That was
what the clause meant.
Mr. GAUNSON said a clause had been
passed which said an illegal lottery should
be anv lottery in Victoria. That was not
necessary. Then the IGovernment had gone
further, and said that any lottery outside
Victoria, no matter whether it was legal or
illegal in another State, should be regarded
as illegal here. Any lottery established
elsewhere"," was iUegal, apcording to the
clause which had been passed. It was
immaterial whether such lottery established elsewhere would be illegal or
nat if carried on in Victoria.
It was
the mere fact of it being established in
another State that made it illegal. What
was the meaning of the expression in the
clause "it shall be sufficient in support of
the information to show"? Was it meant
by that that if it was merely shown that
a- ticket was bought under a certain belief
that thereby the whole prosecution was sustained. and no defence could be entered,
or was it meant, as in the next paragraph,
that the evidence should be prima facie
f'videnc~that was, evidence that could be
rebutted? If the words "it shall be sufficient" meant there should be no defence,
then a great hardship would be inflicted
on litigants.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Look at section
64 of the Police Offences Act. The same
words occur there.
Mr. GA UN SO N said the words in that
section were" in default of other evidence
it ~hall be sufficient."
Whv did not the
Chief Secretary copy those -words? Was
there any objection to them? The hon-
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orable gentleman referred him to a section
which was not followed in the clause. What
was the use of referring him to a section
which contained language quite different
If
from the language in the clause.
it was stated that the evidence should be
prima facie evidence in favour of the prosecution, the evidence of course· could be
rebutted. It was not conclusive. Lawyers
drew a distinction between prima facie evidence and ev.idence which was conclusive.
If the words "shall be prima facie evidence in support of the information" were
used, it would be right enough, but to say
"it shall be sufficient" was going to the
length of saying there should be no defence
when there was a belief in the mind of an
individual. He did not know how this
The Governwas going to be proved.
ment would never be able to get the Bill
understood if they had the Judges sitting
on it for the next centurv and a half.
He wanted to ask the CI;ief Secretary if
there was any objection to inserting the
words" in default of other evidence," after
the word "shall," so that it would read
"it shall in default of other evidence be
sufficient. "
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I have no objection.
The amendments were .agreed to.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT movedThat the words" in default of other evidence"
be inserted after the word "shall" (line 7), in
sub-clause (I).

The amendment ,,-as agreed to.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT movedThat the word "illegal" be inserted before
the word "lottery" at the end of sub-clause (I).

The amendment was agreed to, and the
clause, as amended, was adopted.
On clause 15, which was as follows:Every house office room premises or place
opened kept Or used for the purposes of any
lottery or proposed or intended lottery shall be
deemed and taken to be a common gaming house
within the' meaning of the provisions of Part
IV. of the Police Offences Act 1890 and this Act,

Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT movedThat the word "illegal" be inserted before
the word "lottery," wh"ere first occurring.

The amendment w.as agreed to.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
like to know what was meant by cc intended
lotterv."
Sir'SAMUEL GILLOTT said he had no
objection to omit the words "or intended,"
and he begged therefore to moveThat the words "or intended" be omitted.

The amendment was agreed to.
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Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT movedThat the word "illegal" be inserted before
the word "lottery" where last occurring.

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. ANSTEY said this clause was to be
read in connexion with section 50 of the
Police Offences Act. and that section provided that every house, office, room, or premises should be deemed a common gaming
house. Wh~' was this clause not applied
to such places as the Victorian Club, or
other betting clubs?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said that, as a
matter of. fact, such clubs did not come
within the meaning of section 49, which
was referred to in section 50. If they did
prosecutions would have been instituted.
The purpose mentioned in section 49 did
not apply to the Victorian Club. The betting carried an there '''as known as indiscriminate betting. It ",as betting amongst
the members themselves. The club was
not run by persons carr~~ing on a business.
Mr. ANSTEY.-I suppose they are not
touched bv the Bill?
Sir SA~fUEL GILLOTT said they were
under clause 3r.
.
The clause, as amended, was agreed to.
On clause 62, providing for restrictions
on race-meetings, and of which sub-clause
(T) ,vas as follows:No race meeting shall be held by or on behalf of any club association or person on more
than sixteen days in any ('ne year,

Mr. BE NT movedThat all the words after the word "helcl" be
omitted, with a view of inserting the following : (I) except on a race· course which is licensed
under this Act for horse races only or for pony
races only or for trotting races only as the case
may be.
(2) No race meeti'1g fo,' horse races shall be
held(a) on any race-course within twenty miles
of the General Post Office Melbourne
on more da.ys than are fixed in the
licence for such race-course but not
on more than sixteen days in anyone
year; or
(b) on any other race-course on more days
than are fixed in the licence for such
race-course but not on more than
twelve days in anyone year.
(3) No race meeting for pony races shall be
held(a) on an y race-course for pony races not
more than twentv miles from the
General Post Office :Melbourne on
more days than are fixed in the licence
for such race-course but not on more
than sixteen days in anyone year, or
if there are more than three such
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race-courses the number of days for
race meetings for each race-course
shall. not exceed the quotient, omitting
fractIOnal parts obtained by dividin a
the number forty-eight by the numbe~
of race-courses situate as aforesaid
?-nd licensed for )Ion\" race meetings
III that year.
(b) ·W~ere. any race-course for pony races
IS SItuate beyond the said twenty miles
the number of clays in anyone year
for pony race meetings thereon shall
not exceed four.
(4). Not more t~an a total number of twenty
meetlIlgs for trottmg races shall be held in any
year on all race-courses within twenty miles of
th~ General Post S>ffice Melbourne.
Subject to
~hIS paragraph a lIcence for trotting race meetIIlgs may be granted to anv Iace-cours'e whether
a licence. for horse nce I~leetings or for pony
race meetJl1gs has or ha,s not been issued therefor, and without regarcl to the number of days
fixed for horse racing or nony racing thereon.
(5) For the purposes of this division "ponv
races" or "pony racing" means races unde-r
co.n~itions
limiting the height of any horse
elIgIble to compete therein to any heinht not exceeding fifteen nands, and .~ trotting race"
me~s ~ ra~e in which each horse or pony competlIlg IS dnven by a person carried in a vehicle
drawn by such horse or pon\,.
(6) The number of clays so fixed in any licence
for horse racing on any race-course shall not
exceed the number of days on which races were
held on s,:ch r~ce-course during the year ended
o? the thuty-fHst day of July One thousand
nille hundred and six or if no races were run on
any race-course during such year the number of
days so fixecl in any licence shall not exceed two.
(7) No. race meet.ing shall be held On any racecourse If the cucumference of the runningground of such race-course is less than five furlongs.
(8) With each application for a licence for a
race-course the applicant shall furnish the Chief
Secretary with a map or plan thereof showing
the running-course and the lencrth thereof and
with any such information rega,:'din ba the accommodation afforded to the public as may be required by the regulations.
(9) If any race meeting is held in contra\-ention of this division the owner or trustees of the
race-course and the dub association or person
by or on behalf of, which or whom such meeting
was so held aa:d each member of the managing
body or commIttee of such trustees club or associa~ion and any person acting at such race
n!eetmg as steward starter or judge shall be
lIable to a penalty not less than One hundred
pounds or more than Five hun(lred pounds.
(10) This division shall take effect from the first
day of January One thousand nine hundred and
seven and in its construction a year shall be
deemed to commence on the -first day of
January.

He said that in sub-~lause (5) the height of
a pony was limited to fifteen hands, but he
understood that fourteen hands was the
proper height for a pony.
Mr. BOYD.-Fi£teen hands is a horse.
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Mr. BENT said he would agree to an
amendment in that, and he w.as also willing
to amend the proposal that trotting horses
should be driven in a vehicle, because he
liked to see them ridden. The clause
provided that the existing number of days,
as far as the race-courses were concerned,
should be continued, but it was intended to
give twenty days for trotting on, he thought,
five courses.
In regard to pony racing he
understood there were three courses, and it
was proposed to allow them forty-eight
days, or sixteen days each.
Mr. BRoMLEy.-Have you dropped the
seventy-two?
Mr. BENT.-Yes.
Mr. BROMLEY.-The Age article!
Mr. BENT said that if the honorable
member knew the cause why did he ask him
(Mr. Bent)?
Mr. BROMLEy.-I only wanted to substantiate it.
You prOmised seventy-two
days.
Mr. BENT said that at that time he
was led to believe that there were three
courses, and the Governmoot w~re giving
them twenty-four day.s each, whIch would
He
make seventv-two days altogelher.
had found, however, that there were only
tW(' courses in use, and one course which
was not used. With regard to the latter,
however, the owners complained that in
view of the fact that there was' a lease
in existence, it would be wrong to interfere
with them now, and consequently he proposed to allow sixteen days each to the
thlree courses.
Mr. ANSTEy.-Why draw any distinction
between those three and the SCOres of other
race-courses throughout the State?
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
must recollect that on those three courses
races were at present run 156 days in the
year, and the Government thought that
156 days a year within four or five miles
of Melbourne was rather too many to allow
for pony racing.
Mr. ANSTEY.-You missed my point. I
said what was the difference between these
and Sandown, Mentone, and others. Why
distinguish these three?
Mr. BENT said the others were left
the same as before. These three were
getting the same number of days as Sandown. He believed they were all placed
in the same position; that they were all
to be uniform. If it w.as shown that That
was not so, and that they were not all
treated alike, he wor.1d accept an amend-
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ment to treat them all alike. He was led,
however, to believe that they were all being
treated alike.
Mr. ANSTEy.-What I mean is, there
are so many scores of race-courses in use,
why refer to these three in particular?
What is the difference between them and
all the others?
Mr. BENT said he had a list showing
all the race-courses in the State, and the
Government did not want to interfere with
any of them, except that there were no\ov
156 days racing on these three courses,
and the Government thought that was too
many. They were going to give the same
number of days to each of the pony racecourses that' they were giving to the
V.R.C. and Caulfield.
Mr. BOYD said he did not know how
th', Government had arrived at the number
of days for each course.
Mr. BENT.-We have a list showing
every course in the country and the number
of days they run there.
.Mr. BOYD said he understood there was
a areat deal of objection, both from the
co;ntry race-courses and particularly from
the suburban race-courses, with regard to
the number of da vs allotted to each course
bv the V.R.C. . He had corresponden.ce
f;'om people who were interested in different courses giving a list of about a dozen
reg:stered courses whose number of days
had been .allotted to them bv the V.R.C.,
and yet upon the V.R.C. they had
no one whatever representing them.
As a matter of fact, the control
by the V. R. C. of these other registered courses was such that the V.R.C.
simply said to the other clubs, "We
will allot you so man V days on which YOU
may race," and the rommlttee of the club
had simply to approve of the number of
days that were given to them by the'V.R.C.
Mr. BENT.-The honorable member for
Toorak }jas a motion with regard to that.
Mr. BOYD said the honorable member
for Warr'nambool had suggested that it
'would be much better to have a body appointed by the Government, with some
knowledge of these matters, to deal fairly
with all the different courses· registered and
unregistered in and .around Melbourne, and
also in the country. This seemed to him
(Mr. Boyd) a reasonable suggestion. as
there would then be an independent body
which would not be biased in favour of
an.~· particular course.
Mr. BAYLEs.-Is the V.R.C. biased?
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Mr. BOYD said he did not say they
were, but anyone belonging to a pa;ticula-r
club must naturally be more interested in
sustaining the prestige of that club than
of any other clubs outside.
Mr. BAYLEs.-I believe the others are
quite satisfied with the V.R.C.
Mr. BOYD said he could read letters
flOm people who were extremely dissatisfied, and they appealed to Members of
Parliament to have them relieved of the
burden which they felt wlas now placed
upon them.
:Mr. GAUNsoN.-Wren is being robbed
of J08 days as compared with the number
of davs on which he can race now.
I,Ir.- BOYD said the honorable member
'vas referring to unregistered courses, which
were not recognised bv the V.R.C. He
(Mr. Boyd) was speaking of registered
courses, which were recognised by the
V.R.C., ,..-ho controlled the number of
days of racing on those courses. He had
letters from the men interested in these
courses, who complained that although they
were unrepresented upon the V.R.C. committee the latter controlled the racing on
those courses.
7\'lr. BENT .-It does not look like complaining when they came down to Melbourne from all over the country to help
the V.R.C.
Mr. BOYD said that was because all
the racing clubs were placed in such a
position that they felt thev were all going
to IJ€' in;ured by the Bill.
l\fr. GRAHAM.-Thev seemed a happy
family.
l\Ir. BOYD said that was simply beca.use
thev believed that thev were all going to be
injured.
Mr. BENT .-And vou see now that the
5tatement was not correct which brought
them together.
Mr. BOYD said he agreed with the
Premier to that extent.
However, he
could not go round his own constituency
without being stuck un and cross-examined
about the Gaming Bill. because every man
fe1 t that he was being hit at.
Mr. RROMLEY.-lt is the same in every
('onstituencv.
~·rr. BOYD said he did not know if
Ministers got in touch with the people to
th~ same extent as he did. but speaking
fo!' his own ronstituencv, he had not met
a m:m dUTing the last month who had not
denmmC'E'd the Rill in one shane or another.
HI" believed the l\l1nister of Lands touched
the real Question at issue when he said in
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conversation that a lot of people were
ullder a misconception on the subject. He
(Mr. Boyd) believed that was so. People
were under a misconception as to the operation of the Bill, and as to to how it would
affect them.
Mr. S WINBURNE.-The newspapers do
not give them correct information on the
subject.
Mr. BOYD said that by one clause of
the Bill the Government had taken away
a portion of the earnings of the new;papers, and, at the same time, by doing
this they deprived the public of a fair
criticism as to what the Bill actually meant.
.Mr. SWINBURNE.--That has made the
newspapers biased.
Mr. BOYD.-Exactlv. It showed how
the misconception had got into the public
mind that everybody was being hit at.
Mr. HANNAH.-Because the newspapers
are hit at they are disseminating incorrect
information.
Mr. BOYD said the Age was hot and
strong for the Bill until the clause got into
t~e measure with regard to the publication
~)f betting information-the clause which
curtailed the Age's revenue. There appeared fan article in the issue of the Age
this morning-the moment that paper's
revenue was touched upon-denouncing the
Government for having ill-considered the
Bill, and practically ridiculing the whole
thing.
Mr. HANNAH.-That is nothing unusual
with David Svme.
Mr. BOYD said he would not say it
was. He did not suppose that Mr. David
Syme controlled the whole policy of the
Age.
Judging by the article that appeared one day. as compared withl the
article of another clav, one must come to
the conel usion that one man ran the paper
to-day and another to-morrow.
Mr. ELMsLIE.-While the other is
asleep.
.
Mr. BOYD said the Age people worked
like this Chamber-on shifts.
I t seemed
to him that it would be very much better
at this stage to take hold of the clauses
that were to control racing, and a.ppoint
a board for this purnose. If the Government went to the V.R.C. Committee the\'
would get men who knew more about racing than any other men in the countrY,
and they would have a very fair propOrtion of representation.
But it was not
democratic that one body should arrogate
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to itself the making of rules for every
registered club, which meant the clubs that
ran under its rules.
Mr. G,AUNsoN.-Why do you say
" arrogate" ?
Mr. BOYD said he used the word in
the same sense as it was applied by the
late :Minister of Lands to another very important committee-that of the Melbourne
Cricket Club-which was held in as much
esteem as the Committee of the V.R.C.
The control of the ground was taken out
of the hands of the M.C.C. Committee by
the Minister appointing five political
trustees.
He would not say that five
political trustees ought to be appointed to
a board to control racing, because he did
not think there were five men in the House
with a sufficiently intimate knowledge of
racing matters to give satisfaction to the
racing community.
He believed the
S~aker might be one, and the honorable
m~mber
for Warrnambool
might
be
another.
Mr. COLECHIN.-What about your colleague?
Mr. BOYD said he did not think his
colleague, the honorable member for Essendon, professed to be an expert in that
particular direction any more than the
honorable member for Geelong did.
If
a body were appointed by the Government
to control the racing on each course, and
that body was judicially chosen, it might,
of course, at first give dissatisfaction, but
on the other hand it would give confidence
to the people of the country that there
would be some disinterested control of
racing all round. . He felt it was within
the province of the Government, and
ought perhaps to be included in the Bill,
to fix the number of days that would be
permitted for racing within the metropolitan area without specifying the courses.
Mr. BENT.-That is what we have got.
Mr. BOYD said a block total of so
many days' racing should be provided for,
and the body that would be created could
apportion those days amongst the clubs in
'(1 way that would seem just to all parties
concerned.
This was a clause which
affected a considerable amount of vested
caP.ital.
He was now dealing purely with
regIstered courses.
He had information
concerning Moonee Valley, Mentone, San·
down P~rk, Epsom, and Aspendale, which
were regIstered by the V.R.C.
.
Mr. BENT.--I have a letter from Mentone giving us congratulations.
Mr. GAUNSoN.-They are up the spout
at present.
SESSION 1906-[87]
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Mr. BAYLEs.-They run for profit.
Mr. BOYD said tl'lat if they ran for
profit they ran for something they did not
get.
Mr. BAYLEs.-They gave too much for
their land.
:Mr. BOYD said that the number of
days allowed for them to race upon would
be curtailed, and that would mean that
their profits would be cut down still more.
He was satisfied that, roughly, £250,000
was invested in these five courses.
Mr. BAYLES.-It is shareholders' capital.
Mr. BOYD said the shareholders had
not received any interest on the money invested for the fast eighteen years.
Mr. KEoGH.-They have paid income
tax all the same.
Mr. BOYD said that was so.
Mr. BENT.-On losses?
Mr. BOYD said they had not ,paid income tax on tosses, but the shareholders
had received nothing.
He would not say
that those courses had not made money,
but any profits thr.t had been made had
been spent either in stakes or upon the
courses.
He was informed that one of
those clubs-the Mentone-had given
away £60,000 in stakes, and £30,000 in
wages during the last eighteen years.
Mr. McBRIDE.-The V.R.C. gave that
away in one year.
Mr. BOYD said that might be the ca~e,
because the V.R.C. was the biggest club
in the State.
Mr. l\lcBRIDE.-And you would .allow
them the same number of days for racing.
Mr. BOYD said he did not suggest sucll
a thing.
What he said was that a body
that was au fait with racing in all its
forms would know how it should distribute its patronage, and how the racing
days should be apportioned to each club.
Mr. BAYLEs.-Do not the V.R.C. know
that?
Mr. BOYD said he did not feel tha$
he could express an opinion as to how
many clays each particular club should
ha ve.
He did not think the Chamber
could decide that, except by making a wild
guess, but to give one club the power to
decide for all the other clubs was not
democratic.
1\1r. McBRIDE.-What club is democratic?
?vIr. BOYD said he was dealing with
legislation affecting the control of these
clubs, and the ~pportioning of the days.
Mr. McBRIDE.-Is the Jockey Club of
England democratic (
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Mr. BOYD said he (Mr. Boyd) knew
more about the matter than the honorable
member gave him credit for, and certainl y
more than the honorable member had enlightened the Committee about.
.Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).lndependently of the clubs, the community
have to be considered.
Mr. BOYD said it would be best to
consider the community, and that end
would be gained by the appointment of' a
board.
1\1r. MCCUTCHEON.-Would that be
better than a body of gentlemen who do
not race for their own special benefit?
'Mr. GAuNsoN.-Don't they?
Mr. BOYD said he did not know one
illegal, ungentlemanlv, or improper thing
to have been done by the V.R.C., but he
was not going to be a slavish follower of
any club that constituted itself an authority
without being asked to do so by the public.
Mr. BAYLES.-It is asked to do so.
Mr. BOYD said the members of the
dub elected the committee, and the committee made the rules. •
Mr. A. A. HILLSON (Ovens).-Which are
accepted by the country clubs and respected by them.
Mr. BOYD said the country clubs
could not do anything else.
Mr. A. A. HILLSON (Ovens).-They do
not want anything better.
Mr. BOYD said that the country clubs
had to submit to that.
Mr. BAYLES.-Thev are not objected to.
, 1\lr. BOYD said they were.
1\fr. A. A. HILLSON (Ovens).-By what
dubs?
:Mr. BOYD said they were objected to
by suburban clubs. He would (prefer that
this conversation should be carried on outside the chamber, and if the lobbies were
not large enough for honorable members
to settle the matter in, they might go out
into the arena.
Mr. SOLLY. -l)rize-fighting is not allowed.
Mr. BOYD said that anybody could
become a member of the V.R.C., and the
members elected the committee which made
the rules and regulations. But that committee also dealt with vast sums of money
The public
col1ected . from the pnblic.
had an interest, apart altogether from the
particular interest of the club, and the
public interest could only be conserved by
Parliament.
When Parliament was dealing with a measure of this kind, apportioning the days for racing for the different
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clubs, Parliament ought, as it had done
in many other cases. such as in private
business, to interfere in a public matter
of this kind, and constitute a board of
qualified men. He was not going to suggest who was qualified. The Government
111 their wisdom might select a number of
members from the V.R.C. Committee, and
.some other racing club committees; but if
tney were appo111ted by the Government
then they would be a body which would
only have one object in view, and that
".-auld be to give a pure, clean sport to
the public, and to see that the rules that
were made for the whole of the State
were not infringed by any particular individual.
He thought this suggestion
was worthy of consideration by the
Government at this stage of the Bill.
It was not too late, and if the Premier
would take it into consideration, and have
the matter carefully considered by the
Cabinet, if a Cabinet meeting was held tomorrow, he might come to the conclusion
that probably it would be the best thing to
do. He (Mr. Boyd) thought it would, and
that some consideration ought to be given
to it before these clauses. were finall y
dealt with.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said in
the division of the Bill relating fo races,
the Government had exhibited a great dea 1
of wisdom in limiting the number of race
meetings to be held on every course, both
those in the city and suburbs of Melbourne, and those in the country. There
might be some great merit in the proposition of the honorable member for Melbourne to appoint some special board for
the purpose' of regulating race meetings
generally throughout the State, but--Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-The Premier is prepared to report progress.
On the motion of Mr. BENT, progres-:
was then reported.
ADJOURNMENT.
ORDER OF BUSINESS.
l\fr. BENT movedThat the House do now adjourn.

Mr. PRENDERGAST.-What is the business for Tuesday?
Mr. BENT said the business for Tuesdav was the Gaming Suppression Bill,
and, he hoped, the Estimates.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at five minutes to
eleven o'clock p.m., until Tuesday, Octobet
30 .
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Tuesday, October 30, 1906.

The' PRESIDENT took the chair at SIX
minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read the
prayer.
NEW MEMBER.
The PRESIDENT announced that he
had received a return to the writ for the
election of a member to serve fO£ the Nelson province in the place of the Hqn.
H. W. H. Irvine, resigned, by which it
appeared that Edwin Henry- Austin had
been d ul y elected.
Mr. Austin was then introduced and
sworn, and presented to the Clerk the declaration of qualification required by Act
No. 1075.
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE BILL
(No 4).
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembl v, and, on the motion of the
Hon. J. M. 'DAVIES, was read a first
time.
SOUTH
AFRICA
CONTINGENTS
PENSIONS ACT 1905
AMENDMENT BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly, and, on the motion of the
Hoo. J. M. DAVIES, was read a first
time.
GOLD-FIELDS MAPS.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG asked the
A(torney-General whether, in consequence
of the great development in mining and the
daily increasing want of a comprehensive
map for the different gold-fields, the Minister otf Mines would have up-to-date maps
supplied to the mining registrars in the
principal mining centres for the use of the
public? He said this was a very im):,ortant
question. relating to the advancement of
mining throughout the State. He trusted
the Government, through the Minister of
Mines, would recogjl1ise the importance of
this industry by allowing die public an op·
porttmity of getting the latest information
in connexioo with mining development.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I am informed that at the present time there are
eight geological survey partieS' at work in
different parts of the State whose plans
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and maps are lithographed from time to
time fOl' the purpose of public information.
It has been the practice of the Department to supply copies of such plans and
maps to mining registrars in the districts
interested, and that practice will be con,
tinued. Although the work is being expedited as much: as possible, progress is
necessarily slow from the fact that. the
workings of every mine in a district must
be set out in full and accurate detail as
well as the geological features of the surface.
BOILERS INSPECTION BILL.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said it
was a measure which he thought the corn,
munirty had looked forward to for many
years past, but which, though mentioned
a number of times, and though it had already appeared qn the notice-paper of this
House quite a number of times, had never
yet arrived at the stage of being read - a
second time in the Council. The Bill held
now passed the other Chamber, and came
to the Council for their :approval. The
questiQn would naturally arise, was there
any necessity for a Bill of this kind, and
if there was such necessity would this Bill
carry out the requirements for enforcing a.
better supervision over dangerous machinery, 3jnd would it do so in such a way as
not to harass owners of machinery or i'll~
terfere Wlduly with their business? This
Bill had been drawn up with all those
points in view. It might not be a perfect
measure, but the Gover,mnent believed it
was the best measure that could be got.
In many respects, it was a transcript of the
New Zealand Act .and of a similar Act
whkh had been passed in Bombay. The
Indian Government, some years ago, arrived at the conclusion that legislation of
this kind was necessary. Although there
might not be a. formal Act existing in
Great Britain dealing specifically with
these POints, the home conntrv, nevertheless, h-ad laws relating to machinery which
embraced all matters connected with steam
boilers and machinery of that descriDtion
where a pressure existed which was Iiabl~
to cause da.nger, especi.all\T in crowded
centres. The term "boiler" was largel'l
used, and we had become accust0l1.!ed to
the term "steam boiler" as i,ndicating :t
vessel in which water was subjected to
great heat for the purpose of generating
steam for industrial purposes. But, under
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this Bill, "Goiler" must be taken in a
wider sense. It included pressure on other
fluids besides steam or water, and in the
interpretation clause! it would be fouwl
that it included a digester-an article that
was used commonly in many trades, especially in the renderi.ng of fats and oils
w herein the matter was subjected to great
hea.t and intense pressure, in many cases
exceeding by far the average boiler pres,
sure for steam. Therefore, it was absolutely necessary to include such digesters in
the definition of the word "boiler." A
steam boiler might be dangerous, but 3.
digester might be a gerat deal more dan,gerous, beranse if an explosion took place
in a digester, 110t only was there a great
risk of life through the explosion itself and
the wreckage that ensued, but the material
that ,ras in the digester t€{'ame disseminated, and set fire to the whole surroundings. Nothing could be more horrible and
dangerous than the explosion of a digester,
and for that reason it was wise to include
it in. the internretlation of the word
"boiler."
Xow,- when a commt.nit" was
young, the steam boilers, or the bulk of
them, would probably be fairly safe, because the rna 1orit\· of them would be new.
Of the others a-proportion would not be
quite new, but would not be very' old, and
verv few boilers would be deemed to be
ver~r olel.
Therefore, in a voung communitv like our own. thE"fe ~Tould probably
he less liahilih' of danger from this source
than in an older communitv. It must be
remembered, however, that' our community
w.as growing older, and, as time went on-,
a measure of this kind became more ~nd
more imperative. If honorable members
would think for a momenf of the terrible
dan,gers that existed in connexion, say, with
a large Cornish steam boiler or a large
multitllbt.lar hoiler, surrounded, perhaps,
by hundreds of people. they would reltlize
what an enormous danger was ever present, and how absolutelv necessary it was
that that danger should be under some proThe objection
per skilled supervision.
would, nerhans, be raised that this was an
undue interference, or one more interfereoce with the liberty of the subject. and
that one more inspector would have to be
appointed. He admitted that ~n insr~ctor
,vas not a persona grata in Victoria at the
present time. The public were not fond
of inspectors, ann the GO\'ernment had nO
ne~ire to introduce a single inspector more
than appea red to be absol utel y necessary.
J/nfIJ. A. O. Sachse.
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In this case, however, it seemed unavoidable that there should be some system of
inspection, and, of course, that required
the appointment of inspectors to carry it
out. The appointment of inspectors appeared to be a necessary evil in aU wellregulated communities, and although this
measure might be an interference with the
liberty of the subject, it must be remembered that every law was more or less an
interference with the liberty of the subject.
It was necessary to control the actions of
some people in order to make the lives of
others mOre contented and safe.
It was
not necessary for him now to refer to the
acejdents that had happened through defective boilers. I twas sufficim to say,
and he thought it was within the know ledge
of every honorable member, that a number
of such accidents had happened. Some of
those accidents were kept very quiet, and
others happ~ed in remote districts. Some
of them were attended with loss of life,
and others happened at night time, or at
a time when not many people were present.
The public did not hear of all the accidents
that happened, or of those which were
narrowly averted. The Bill did not refer
to mining boilers, or to marine boilers, because in those cases proper supervision was
already provided for. In the first place,
plOvisioa was made for the inspection of
those boilers, and in the second place none
but qualified men were allowed to take
charge of mining boilers or marine boilers.
The Han. R. B. REES.-You have inspectors of mines.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-Yes, there
were inspectors of mines and machinery,
and, so far as marine work was' concerned,
nothing could be mOre drastic than the regulations as to the management of boilers
on board vessels. But what was the state
of things that obtained on land? I twas
sometimes found that a boy of seventeen
or eighteen was in charge -of a 50-horse
power boiler. It was quite a common thing
tn fi.nd la 2o-horse power boiler in charge
of a youth who knew nothing whatever
about boilers, and who betrayed, bv his
every-dav acts, his supreme ignorance of
his duties. So crass was the ignorance of
some of these nersons that sometimes' one
w011ld see a boiler properlv e<luioned with
full safety-valves. land vet hin~ing on to
the safety-valve lever!; - would be found
\\"eightv artkle'i, 'whirh were placed there
to prf'vent the steam from escaping through
the valves.
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,The Hon. R. B. REEs.-Has that led
to any accidents?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that
had been one of the causes of the worst
accidents.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.--Have you
heard of any accidents?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that
when the Bill got into Committee, the honorable member could question him as much
as he liked. He took it that the general
plinciple of the Bill would be approved
by the House, and that an~ matter~ of detail could be more convenIently dIscussed
iil Committee. Com~ng to the details of
the Bill, honorable members \vodd see
that as he had alreadv mentioned, digest~rs were included in "'the interpretation
of the word "boiler."
Then, in clause
4, it would be seen that the measure was
not to apply to boilers which were used
exclusively for domestic purposes in priv~te houses.
That exemptiqn had be_en
made because the term" boiler," no matter
how it \vas interpreted, might otherwise be
held to include the innocent water-heaters
that were to be found in most private
houses, and which, although possessing
some elements of danger, 'were not likely
to do anything like the same damage as
ordinary steam boilers, even if they exploded.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-What about
boilers in restaurants?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said it had
already been decided that a restaurant was
not a private house.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-Therefore, it
"ould come under the Bill.
The Hon. A. O. SACHS'E said he
would prefer to reply to these questions
in Committee. The Bill did not apply to
any boiler under the supervision of the
Railways Commissioners, because thoSJ:.!
boilers were already under the most stringent superViSIon. In the same way, 'it did
not apply to' boilers ul{ld~:r the supervision
()f the Harbor Trust Commissioners, to
marine boilers, or to mining boilers. By
sub-clause (2) of clause 4 power was given
to the Governor in Council fo exempt any
boiler or boilers from the operation of the
Act.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD.-What is
meant bv that?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said it meant
that cases might arise from 6me to time
where it was thought desirable to exempt
boilers of a particular class from the opera-
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tion of the Act, and the objeot of this
clause was to allow a certain amount of
latitude in the administration of the measure. For instance) a great deal of controversy had takep place as, to whether
boilers used in connexion with private
cream-separators, most of which were very
small affairs, should not be exempt from
the Bill, and in' a case of that kind the
Governor in Council might think fit to
grant ap, exemption. Then, again, the
boilers or digesters that were used by dentists were also very small, and it might be
thought a wise thing to exempt them also.
The Hon. T. H. PAYNE.-Would that
apply also to boilers in conservatories?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-Yes, the
Governor in Council could declare them to
be exempt. Clause 5 gave the Governor in
Council power to appoint inspectors of
boilers.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-In what Department?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said they
would be in the Chief Secretary's Department, and it was intended that this measure
should be .administered in oonnexioo' with
the Factories Branch. This House recentl y passed an Act to regulate lifts, and
that measure was also to be administered
bv the same branch. Then each inspector
v,,"'as to have a certificate of his appoint ..
me;nt, which must be shown when it was
deman.ded.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE.-Will he have
a l'nlform?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said the next
clause was very important. It provided
that all owners of boilers', except those exempted from the operation of the measure,
must send in a return stating where each
boiler was situated, and giv~ng its history
so far as thev knew it. After that return
was received. the inspection would commence.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-The owners
will have to pay a certain fee, I presume?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that no
fee had to be paid in cOl1'l1exion with the
return, but a fee would afterwards have
to be paid for the inspection of the boiler.
It might be asked whether it was not a
hardship to the owner of a steam boiler
that the boiler should be regularly and properlv inspected. But would it not rather
give'the owner a. feeling of satisfactian and
comfort to know that a dangerous article
in his possession. was being- taken care of
and properly safeguarded?
The owner
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would probably have to pay less insurance,
and he would have at least the satisfaction of knowing that he had done
all in his power to prevent accident.
So that if an accident did happen, apart
from all legal responsjibility, the ovtner
,,"ould have the personal satisfaction of
knowing that he had done all he
The
could to avoid that accident.
Bill was one that should be welcomed by all fair-minded employers of
labour, because it would give the worker
much greater safety and relIeve the proprietor of the boiler from liability.
The
crux of the Bill would be found in clause
10, which provided that all boilers should
be inspected at least once a year, and that
they might be inspected oftener if required.
A difference of opinion might exist amongst
members as to ,vhether once a year was too
often 'for the boilers to be inspected. It
was certainly not too often to inspect some
boilers, and; at any rate, power should be
given to inspect them at least once a year
to be on the safe side. The annual inspection need not be a very drastic one after
the first inspection had been made, for
when full particulars had been obtained
it would be a comparatively easy matter
to make the annual inspection.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-What about
the fees?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said he would
deal with the fees presently, which were
to be very light, seeing the amount of expense involved. Clause I I provided for a
record to be made of the first, inspection
of boilers, and on that record would have
to be entered all the oarticulars as to the
age, the oonstruction of the boiler, the llame
of the maker, the pressure which the boiler
was calculated to sustain, the working
pressure allowed, and other essential information. It was not merely the boiler that
had to be guarded against; but all the appliances used in connexion with it, including the steanl pipes and the fittings. Great
damage had been done in. Victoria through
the bursting of steam pipes.
All these
accessories would have to be inspected as
well as the boilers. It would be seen by
clause 12 tha t on each Subsequent inspection after the first the insoector would have
to make a careful comparison with the }:articulars on the record, and note any change
which had occurred since the previous inspection.
The system he had ,always
adopted in testing boilers was that of putting an ordinary straight-edge at each end
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of the boiler when under pressure to
see the condition of the plumb line.
If under pressure
the
plumb
line
altered it was an indication that there
was a point of weakness.
If that were
found it shor.ld be noted on the record, and
in subsequent inspections the test should
be repeated, and if the alteration was found
to exceed what it was the ]:revious year it
was good evidence that the boiler needed
strengthening. The necessity for inspection of boilers applied particularly to sawmill boilers, as the water used in. them was
often impregnated with tannin from bark
and other chemical substances that injured
the iron. This water interfered with the
interior plates, although it appeared to be
very clean, and was often used as drinking
water. It often contained sdlicient chemical matter to produce corrosion or the
honeycombing of the boiler.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-How many
years does it take to affect the boiler? The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said he knew
of one case where a great deal of tannin
had got into the water, and in tvv'O yearsT
time a new multi-tubular boiler had been
rendered rracticallv useless. Fresh water
was constantly beIng pumped in, so that
many thousands of gallons of water might
pass through even a small boiler, and the
impurities would accumulate and rem~in
in the bottom of the boiler.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-The impurity is
blown out at the bottom.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that
was dane by a cautious man like the honorable member, but the trouble was that
most people were not cautious,. and they
allowed this water to be pumped in day
after day and week after week without
blowing - out.
It was a pity the instincts of these people did not dictate
to them that thev should blow off a:
number of times during the day.
They
went on using the same water, and they
did not blow off as Mr. Rees st.ggested. If
the owner of the boiler had it blown off
several times during the day it would matter very little how much tannin was in the
water. - If a little zinc or copper were put
in the boiler it would take up the acid.
These la\ys were only required to deal with
people who were careless. With the careful man this law would practically be a
dead letter. Bv clause 15 the wise provision was made that each boiler was to have
a ticket or label affixed to it. That would
show to the pro}:rietor and to those in the
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vicinity that the boiler had received proper
inspection, and its absence would show
that the boiler had not been inspected, and
"&O\:Jd call attention to that fact so that an
inspection might follow.
Clause I 7 dealt
with the duration of the certificate. It was
<leemed wise that the certificate should not
remain in force longer than, twelve months.
Provision had been made for an inspection
-every twelve months, and it was right that
the certificate should have no effect after
the year had elapsed.
Clause ,20 was
worthy of notice, as it dealt with the powers
and the duties of the inspectors. It was
thought necessary to gire them wide powers.
Thev would be enabl~d to enteT the :r:-remises wherever a boiler might be, either by
<lay or night, and whether the boiler was
under steam or not.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-An inspector
-can order steam to be reduced at once?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-Yes, if it
were dangerous.
The Hem. R. B. REEs.-And aU the
works may be stopped?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said it WOuld
not necessarily mean that, but if the dial
showed undue pressure in the boiler, or if
it could be reen that the safety-valves were
not in working order, it would be wise to
:Stop the boiler at once and have any deAfter the measure had
fects repaired.
been enforced for twelve months he ventured to say that these defects would not
appear. A special provision in the Bill
would enable the insoector not merely to
-examine the exterior and the interior of the
boiler, but to examine farts wh.ich were
hidden by brickwork, and to be able to do
that he would be empowered to have the
brickwork removed. It would be readilv
understood that in a large cylinder filled
with horizontal tubes it. would be impossible to see the oondition W1derneath eve'll
by electric light, which was so often used.
It was poosible to get a small glimpse only
of the boiler underneath the horizontal
tubes. It sometimes happened that brickwork might cover a weak part owing to
rust or faulty riveting, and it would be necessary for the inspector to get to the spot
where . the weakness existed.
Provision
was made that at the time of any internal
inspection the boiler should be empty and
(X)01, and should have been cleaned inside
and outside. If a boiler was dirty it would
be hard for the man to inspect it. He was
mentioning .these things, thoogh they were
really matters to be dealt with in Commit-
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tee. Clause 23 provided that there should
be a proper steam-gauge, two water-gauges
or one water-gauge and three test cocks, and
two proper saftey-valves with other fittings
and connexions. ,Nothing more was required
than existed on. an. ordinary boiler or than
existed on seven-tenths of the boilers irr
use.
By the same clause the inspector
might give notice to the owner not to use
the boiler except on certain conditions, but
provision was made for an appeal, so that
all harshness was obviated. Clause 25 provided that the owner was not to we the
boiler without a certificate under a penalty,
and a proviso was made to deal with. new
boilers. The owner of the boiler had to
give notice of any repairs or alterationg
being made to -the boiler. When a boiler
was removed for repairs a golden opportunity was afforded for an inspection of
it. Clause 27 was an important provision.
It provided that where the steam pressure
was increased beyond the maximum allowed
a penalty should be imposed. The fres~
sure could easily be increased by weighting
the safety-valves, and it could be done
without the inspector's knowledge.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE.-How is the
inspector to know?
The Han. A. O. SACHSE said that
would be a matter of evidence. By clause
28, where a boiler was sold, notice had to
be given to the inspector, so that the Department would be able to follow the boiler
and keep it in a proper position on the
register.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Will not that
interfere with the sale of machinery?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-Not in the
least degree. A notice must be sent in with
regard to the sale.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-They will
follow the boiler from the cradIc to the
grave.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that bv
clause 32 a notice of any boiler explosion
or accident must be sent to the Minister,
who might direct an mquiry under clausp.
33. The powers of the Court of Inquiry
were provided for, and provision was also
made as to the cost of the inquiry. Clar.se
37 provided for the saving of liabilities.
It statedAll rights of puties and all liabilities of
owners of boilers or other persons in respect of
any boiler shall remain unaffected by this Act
and by any certificate granted under its provisio·ns.

Provision was made as to the service of
notices and other formal matters, all more
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or less ancillary to the requirements of the
measure. The second schedule would be
f01,Ind to contain the fees payable. They
were arranged on a sliding scale. The fee
would be lOS. for a digester having a
capacity of over 12 cubic feet, and. the
. same fee would be charged for a sIngle
boiler working up to 5 horse-tower. That
amount would not be likely to cause hardship.
For a boiler over 10 horse-power
and up to 15 horse-power the fee was to
be £1, and for a single boiler working
over 15 hqrse-power it would be £1 lOS.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-Is that the fuJI
charge?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that wa~
all that was to be paid.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-Supf-osing the
boiler is 20 miles away from a township?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that the
schedule gave the whole of the amount to
be charged. Owing to the large number
of boilers in use these fees being payable
annually would pay for carrying out th£'
work. The inspection in the first year
would, no doubt, be heavy, but afterwards it wodd become a comparatively
small matter,' for then the record of all
the boilers would have been prepared. He
commended the Bill to the House with
full confidence that it was a wiSe meaSlllre.
It would save life and property, would
give a feeling of safety to the public a:nd
to the owners, and, at the same time, it
would not cause any undue hardship. He
would be glad to give any fLrther information required when the Bill was being
considered -in Committee.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said h~
thought all honorable members, Or most ot
them, would agree with the Minister that
a measure of this kind was a matter ot
necessity in this community.
Without
knowing very much about boilers members
COuld be satisfied that they needed inspection. They should be kept in proper order
under the supervision of competent officials.
Members were not all experts like the Minister, who had shown that he had expert
knowledge. The honorable gentleman had
gone fully into the various clauses, and
had made ~>ut a strong prima fade case.
There were some members in the House who
evidently had expert knowledge of boilers,
and their knowledge would be of use to
the House when the Bill was being dealt
with in Committee. There were a good
many clauses in the Bill and no doubt
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they would require careful consideration.
The Bill was an important one in its aspects
and 0ter at ion , and it required careful consideration. Most members would, no doubt,
be of orin ion that the Bill should be read
a second time, and they would reserve their
criticism unUiI the Bill was in Committee .
There were only two matters that struck
him. One was that the operation of the
Bill was limited to ,cities, towns, and
boroughs.
It naturally occurred to any
one that boilers were used all over the
State, though not, perhaps, to such a large
extent in the COlilltry as in L-1.ties and townl5,
and that the elements of danger due either
to control or to workmanship might exist
in the country as well as in the cities and
towns. Probably there was some reason
for the limitation, and his objection was
met to some extent by a proviso that the
measure might be put in operation in any
other part of the State by the Governor in
Cot.ncil j but at first sight it seemed to be
a little peculiar that the measure should
be limited to cities and towns. The other
thing that struck him was that the Chief
rnspector of Boilers was to be the Chiet
Inspector of Factories. That officer was
cropt'ing up constantly; he had to inspect
factories and lifts, and now it was proposed
to place boilers under his supervision. If
that officer had all the expert knowledge
necessary he must be a wonderful creation.
It was to be hoped that "he would have some
one to assist him or to regulate him, because
he would require it. He hoped that any
h9norable members who could give information as to anomalies or defects in the
Bill would bring them forward in Committee.
The Hon. E. J. CROOKE said he ~ras
glad to see that the Ministry had taken
this Bill up, for" it had been urgently required for a great many years.
It had
always happened that whenever a Bill for
this purtose had been brought forward it
had been put on one side in favour of other
measures considered to be of more impor"
tance. He once had charge of this identical Bill, for this Bill was really a reprint
of the one that he introduced. That measure passed the Assembly some years ago,
but when it reached this Chamber it was
put on one side time after time until
at the end of the session it lapsid.
He had some practical knowledge of boilers,
and, consequently, the Bill was given into
his charge at that time. The question of
extending its provisions to the whole State
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existed then, and he saw it still existed.
It was very desirable that they should so
extend, but as the Bill stood now it did
not affect any shires, except as regarded
certain specified matters, but it was in those
districts that the Bill was most urgently
wanted, because secondhand boilers were
often bought in Melbourne and sent up
cow1try. Very often, also, the men in the
~ountry districts had no practical know ledge
or experience of boilers, and they were
working over what was equivalent in point
of danger to a charge of dynamite,
al though they were ignorant of the risks
they ran. I t would be a good thing if .an
expert went up once a year to give these
men some knowledge of the danger they
were running, and perhaps to show them
110w something they were doing was causing
a boiler to be ruined.
He knew an instance in point which happened this very
year. A new threshing plant came up to
his place. It was quite up-to-date, having been purchased brand new this year
from a Melbourne firm. It was not working satisfactorily, and the man in charge
was under the impression that somebody,
()ut of spite, had put a bar of soap into
the boiler during the night, and that, con··
sequent}y, it was priming.
He ran the
water off, but still it did not work sa.tisfactorily, and a man had to be brought up
from Melbourne. This man was very much
puzzled to know what had gone wrong, but
eventually, after running the water off, he
found, on examina.tion, that the boiler contained about three barrow loads of vegetation. To save a little trouble, those in
charge of it had taken off the perforated
end of the sucticm hole, which should act as
a strainer on the water st:.pplied to the boiler,
and consequently there had been pumped
into the boiler, in the dirty water which
had been drawn frOl11 swamps and waterholes, any quantity of reeds, rubbish, and
grass, until the v nearly filled the boiler up.
That was simply ooe consequence of ignorance. Ifi it had !Zone on a little longer
there would have been verv great risk of
the boiler being completely -ruined. There
were several similar instances, and it had
always been a miracle to him that more
explosions had not happened. He had seen
many boilers worn practically to the thinness of a sixpenny-piece, but they still
managed to exist, probably because they
only carried a low pressure.
The Hon. A. HICKS.-I suppose that is
in the country?
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The Hon. E. J. CROOKE said manv
boilers in the city were almost as bad, Hie
weak spot being hidden by brick-work.
The reason given some years ago for not
extending the Bill to the whole State was
that of expense. There was a very strong
feeling at the time about inspection, and it
seemed to exist still. The other night,
when it was proposed, in another place, to
extend this Bill to all shires, the Premier
said if the amendment was carried he would
withdraw the Bill. There was a proviso
in it that it might be extended by the Governor in Council, flrom time to time, to any
shire, or portion of a shire, and he presumed that gradually the whole State
wOUlld be covered. No dOlabt, as the Minister said, the first expense would be the
greatest, where the inspector had to make
a thorough inspection of each boiler. This
would take considerable time, but once that
was done the inspector would have his records. to go <;>n, and would not have to go
so mmutel y mto the matter. He sincerely
trusted that it would not be loog before the
Bill was extended to the whole State. An
exanlple of boilers for heating water to
which Mr. Payne had alluded, was t~ be
found in this House, for the radiators were
heated by hot water from a boiler in the
same way as the hot-water pipes in hothouses. It was the same with domestic
boilers, but practically the very first words
in the Bill exempted all those boilers be1 er " was defined to mean ' any
cause te bo'l
~nclosed vessel used for generating or holdmg steam under pressure greater than at.
mospheric pressure. All that class of
boiler was not closed to the atmosphere.
They had what was called an expansion
pipe in them, which ran up to the same
height as, or a little over, the :head of the
water supply, and this was always open.
It practically took the place of a safetyvalve, and the pressure in those boilers
was never greater than atmospheric
pressure.
Consequently, they were not
affected by the provisions of the Bill
at all. Although by clause 4 any boilers
u~d exclusively for domestic purposes in
pnvate hOt:.ses were specifically exempted.
all those boilers- were really not affected
one way or the other.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-Those boilers
contain a pressure greater than atmospheric
pressure.
The Hon. E. J. CROOKE.-No. They
were simply to circulate the hot water.
They were supplied from a tank, which
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had a ball cock in it, and the exransion
pipe from the !Joiler went up and turned
over to the top of the tank. If, the pressure at any time became greater, which it
did a little, owing to hot water being lighter
than cold, the hot 'water ran over into the
pipe, and ran into the tank, while cooler
water came out of the bottom of the tank
back into the boiler. It was simply a circulation from top to bottom. Under the
clause giying the Governor in Council
power to exempt any boilers, opportunity
might well be taken to exempt boilers that
were taken about once a year on to a show
It
ground to work certain machinery.
would not be fair for those people to have
to pay an annual fee, as, apparently, they
would as the Bill now stood, for the two or
three days for which the boilers were used.
Very often, if they were not sold, the boilers
went back on to the manufacturer's premises, and were kept there, pernaps, an-.
other twelve months. That was practically
the only point he could see to find fault
with in the Bill, except the proviso that the
Rill should not apply to the whole State.
:He hoped it would be so extended before
very long.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said there
was no doubt in the minds of most honorable members that the theory of this Bill
was all right enough. On the face of it, it
sounded verv desirable to have such an
Act, but, at the same time, for any loading
up of the statute-book, a certain amount of
proof ought to be put forward that such
an Act was necessary. There had been extraordinaril v few accidents in this country
through boiler explosions, and out of the
few that had happened a considerable proportion had been from causes that the Bill
would not affect in the slightest degree.
One instance which came to his mind was a
locomotive boiler explosion some years ago
dose to the viaduct, near the late Sir
William Clarke's property. Investigations
proved that the boiler and the safetv
valves were in perfect order, and that the
explosion, apparently, took place from unequal expansion-a thing that happened
sometimes. but that was under no human
control. A great many of the worst explosions had ocrurred from some such absolutel" tlnnre"entable cause. At the time to
Crooke alluded, when this Bill
which
came before the Council before, one honorable member gave notice of a question
askinfT how man" accidents had happened
from hoiler explosjons within a: few vears
back, but, for some reason or o-ther, Min-
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isters did not answer it.
Some excuse
was made, either that they had no sfatistics
or that it would cost too much to search for
records of explosions, and, consequently,
the House got no information on the point.
The explanation Mr. Crooke had ~ ven
showed tliat domestic boilers were open to
the air, and that they only had atmospheric
pressure or under. The application of the
measure to the country was a very serious.
matter, seeing the farge numbers of small
boilers used in the country in connexion
with separators or milking machines, while
a great many owners ofi horses had a little
galvanized-i.ron boiler for generating steam
to steam the feed for their horses. Hundreds of farmers had tiny little boilers,
which they used to boil up their pig feed.
In view of the probability that the Bill
would be gradually extended to the whole
State, it would be verv desirable to exempt
boilers under about six-horse power.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-Under ten.
The Hon. W. S. :MANIFOLD said the
extent of the exemotion could be discussed
in Committee, but; personally, he thought
si~-horse power would be a fair thing, considering the small amount of damage tha t
v.-ould be done by one of these small boilers
blowing up. The boiler running a milking
machine was a tiny little affair. There were
also a few steam motor cars. The boiler in
that case was only about a foot long, and
he was told it· 'was wrapped around with
from 10 to IS miles of piano wire, so that
it was utterly impossible for it to burst.
Regarding the registration of boilers, seeing that the Bill purported to come into
force on 1st January next, ooe month was
too little time to give an owner to register
his boiler. In some outlying parts of the
country, such as Croajingolong, where Mr.
Crooke came from, or Beech Forest, the
people would hardly have heard in six
months' time that such an Act had been
passed. Two of the powers proposed to
be conferred all' inspectors were highly ob;ectionable. On one or two occasions this
House had struck similar powers out of the
Bill containing them. For instance, under
sub-clause (2) of clause 20 an inspector
might examine, either alone or in the presence oti the owner, everv person \,"hom he
found in or on the premises where a steam
boiler was used, and perhaps that power
was not objectionable, but the sub-clause
went on to say that the inspector could
hunt up people who had been in the employ of the owner up to two months
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previously, and who bad, perhaps, been discharged. It was not right for an inspector
to bunt up discharged employes. Goodness
knew wnat they might say. Sub-clause (4)
of clause 20 penalized any person who
failed to answer any questions put to him
~, under the powers conferred by this Act,"
or who concealed or prevented any person
from appearing before or being examined
by an inspector, or. who attempted so to
conceal or prevent any person. Those
powers were too drastic altogether.
. The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-We are
getting used to them gradually.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said the
more the House kicked against them the
better. Two blacks did not make a white.
Clause 24 provided for procedure on arbitration on appeal against the decision of an
inspector, and according to paragraph (g)
the Minister was to fix the ex~nses of. any
rderence to arbitration. This was hardly
fair. If arbitrators were· appointed, they
were .the proper people to decide such a
point. They knew what the expenses had
been in connexion with the inquiries, and
it was quite possible that a Minister might
be inclined to let himself down very easily
if a case had been decided by the arbitrators - against the Department. Under
clause 32, relating to explosions and accidents, it was' right enough that, throughout
the State, if an explosion took place, a· report should be made. He had no fault to
find with that provision, but the clause went
00 to say that a rep-ort must be made" of
any accident causing damage or injury to
any boiler." Supposing, at a saw-mill,
where heavy timber was handled, a heavy
log slipped or rolled and broke a gauge
valve or knocked one of the test cocks
off the boiler, that would be an accident
<c cat-sing damage or injury to a boiler,"
and that would have to be reported. If
those words were left in they should be
qualified in some way by inserting the word
serious" before" damage." Under clause
36, where a Court of Inquiry had been
held into an explosion, the Court could
make any order it liked as to the payment
of costs and expenses of the inquiry, and
any such order on the application of any
party entitled to the benefit of the same
was to be enforced ina summary manner
by a Court of Petty Sessions. How could
such an order be enforced against the
Crown bv a COtJ.rt of P ettv Sessions? Al together, the House would"' be wise to pass
the second reading of the Bill, and he sup4(
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ported it in the hope of making some
alterations in detail in Committee.
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE said the
Bill appeared to be very dra.stic. It dealt
with every stationa.ry boiler in certain parts
of the State, although it had nothing to do
with marine boilers and locomotive boilers,
which, he understood, were under strict
supervision already. There was no denying
the fact that it was an absolute necessity
to have boilers thoroughly inspected, because sometimes Very peculiar things were
done. He had seen stationary boilers with
a heavy weight put on the safety valve, the
reason being that they were old boilers,
and unable to give sufficient steam. Most
honorable members were aware that large
numbers of old boilers were sold and sent
up country, after being given a sort of renovation and a coat of paint, the principal
thing being the coat o£ paint, because it
covered the many blemishes that existed.
He did not see how it was possible to inspect, a boiler properly from outside appearances. The ..9nly_ wa.y was to have a
thorough examination inside. A very important consideration was the water supply.
In CI1e place first-class water might be gQt,
but 15 Of 20 miles away the water might
be utterly unfit for use. A great cause of
damage to wilers was the impure water
that sometimes had to be used. In many
cases it was impossible to get any other
water. The principal cause of injury was
minerals in water, and there was nothing
more injurious to boilers than lime. He
had seen scales taken off boilers nearly
half-an-inch thick.
A limit of 'twelv~
months for the inspection of boilers was
very reasonable. If a man had his boiler
thoroughly inspected, and got a certificate
from a competent, practical inspector, it
would be a vast improvement on the present
state aD things. The most important consideration was the safety of the public. It
was quite immaterial whether the boiler.
WIiS small Or large-so long as there was
any risk or danger to the public it ought to
be inspected. I t was desirable that the
Bill should pass, but in its present state it
was rather drastic, and ought to be very
much modified in Committee. At the same
time, there was no denying the fact that
some supervision ought to be exercised over
boilers, and very great care used to obviate
risk to human 'life. That was the great
point.
The Hon. T. STERNBERG said there
seemed to be consensus of opinion that it

a
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was absolutely necessary that boilers should
be inspected. With that oFinion he quite
concurred. A Mines Act was passed not
very long ago, making it imperative that
boilers used for mining purposes should be
inspected, and laying down certain recognised lines on which this work should be
done, thereby minimizing the risks incurred
from explosions or accidents with boilers.
Whilst this was so honorable members recognised that in other callings, principally
those where the larger class of boilers was
used, it was necessary that reasonable precautions should be taken against endangering life and limb. The :Minister, in dealing with the inspection of boilers, had to go
to Bombay to ascertain what was done there.
As one honorable member interjected, Bombay was a long way off. In Bombay one
might find a nigger sitting on the safety
valve, and under those circumstances provisions \vould be made for Bombay that
would not be suitable to the requirements
of this State.
He thought honorable
members might be able to make a. good Bill
of this in Committee. He felt there were
certain clauses in the Bill that should be
supported, but there were other clauses
which would require drastic amendment to
bring them in keeping with what was desired in order to protect life and limb and
make proper provision for all concerned.
One honorable member had pointed out
that it seemed absurd to legislate for little
toy boilers, as no great risk was incurred
in connexion with them. He thought, however, that proper precaution should be taken
with these boilers, and that nothing should
be done whereby any risk was incurred by
this class of machinery. A Bill was introduced several years ago, and he and Mr.
Crooke recognised then, as was reccgnised today, the absolute necessity there was for the
reasonable inspection of boilers. But, on
the other hand, they recognised that the
admi'nistration of the matter should not be
under the Shopsl and Factories Department, but that the matter should be controlled by some other Department.
As
had been pointed out to-day, the InspectorGeneral. as the Chief Inspector of Factories might be termed, because of the n~m
ber of inspectors who would be under hIm,
would be the great Poo-bah of the State.
He OUr. Sternberg) held that this matter
ought to be brought under the Department
of 'Public Works.. It would be better to
have it under that Department than to keep
piling work on to the Chief Inspector of
Factories, and increasing that officer's
llon. ,. Sternberg.
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duties until he would not know what to do.
The Public Works Department would be the
proper Department to which to intrust the
administration.
He intended to vote for
the second reading of the Bill, as he believed a good Bill couJd be made of it before it left the Chamber.
The Hon. T. LUXTON remarked that,
like the last speaker, he thought there were
many good clauses in the Bill, but there
were also some which required amending.
This was 'particularly the case with respect
to c1at:.se 5. If that clause ,ras passed in
its present form it would debar all the
engineers who were inspecting boilers at
the present time.
They were practical
men.
Most of the important factories
about the city employed consulting engineers, who inspected their boilers once a
year or every two years. He (Mr. Luxton)
knew one gentleman who had a large connexion of this character, and who inspected
the boilers for quite a number of factories
about Melbourne. If, however, clause 5
was passed as it was printed that man and
manv other practical men, who, no doubt,
had· a great deal more ability and experience than the people who were likely to be
selected by the Government as inspectors
would be shut out from this work.
In Committee he intended to move, as a
sub-clause of clause 5, that on the recommendation of the Board of Examiners for
engine-drivers the Minister might grant
to any inspector and consulting engineer a
licence authorizing the holder to test and
examine any boiler used or to be used in
any factory, and to give a certificate that
he had inspected and examined such boiler,
and that it was in good and sufficient condition, and fit for use. If a provision to
that effect was adopted it would protect
these individuals whom he had mentioned.
He supposed there were some twenty or
thirtv of these in town, who had passed all
exam.inations qt:.alifying them for this \vork,
and he saw no reaSOIn why they should be
debarred.
.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-The object of
the Bill is to get an inspection of the
boiler by a competent person.
The Hon. T. LUXTON said the inspection W'iS to be made bv a Government
official.
.
The Hon. A. O. SAcHsE.-Not necessarily.
The Hon. T. LUXTON said the Pub·
lic Service Act would debar these people
from taking up a position in connexion with
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this Bill and doing the work in the future
as they had done it in the past.
He
would, therefore, propose the amendment
he had mentioned when the Bill was in
Committee. He thought it would be wise,
under the circumstances, that honorable
members should have an opportunity of
going into the Bill very carefully, and no
doubt something would be suggested with
that object.
The Hon. W. CAIN remarked that the
introduction of this Bill needed no apology,
but the Bill would require a great deal of
tact, judgment, and care in its administration when it had become law. Mr. Harwood had mentioned that there were several
experts in the Cham,ber who might give information on matters dealt with in the Bill.
He (Mr. Cain), however, did not think
that they would be sufficiently expert to
give information that would be of any
value. This Bill dealt with a highly technical question. It would be necessary to
know who prepared the Bill.
The Minister was responsible for it, but was the
Bill prepared by a mere draftsman or by
some expert individual in the .community
who had knowledge of what was going on
in other parts of the world?
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-It is an
old Bill; Mr. Crooke brought it in.
The Hon. A. O. SAcHsE.-This has
been going on for years.
The Hon. W. CAIN said reference had
been made to New Zealand and Bombay.
The inspection of boilers had been going on
in Great Britain for forty Or fifty years.
There was a very highly trained office,
which, as far as he knew, was under the
Board of Trade, and there were first-class
men to look to this matter. The question
was whether this Bill had been drawn ul='
from the regulations of the Board of Trade,
for that was where we should .go for what
was necessary in connexion with legislation on this subject. The Bill might have
been drawn from New Zealand regulations, which might be good, but which
he' did not think would be so safe to work
upon as the Board of Trade regulations.
If that was the case some few alterations
should be made in the Bill. This, howEwer, was a Bill which could hardly be
altered in the Chamber, as it was of too
technical a character. There were two or
three matters to which attention might be
drawn. Clause 37 provided that "all rights
of parties and all liabilities of owners of
boilers or other persons in respect of any
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boiler shall remain unaffected by this Act
and by any oertificate granted under its
provisions." That practica.lly meant that
the liability of the owner in case of an
accident by which any person was killed
or injured wOlJd remain the same as at
present, although. the owner of a boiler
might have a. certificate from the proper
authority that his boiler had passed inspection. He (Mr. Cain) did not think this
provision was fair, and he would suggest
that it should be qualifien in some manner.
The valves in many ChseS could be tampered with, but it' was quite possible to have
alterations made so that thev could be
10:: ked , and be free from liability to be tampered with. As to small boilers, the explosion of a one-horse power boiler might
kill half-a-dozen men.
He thought the
Governor in Council should take power to
extend the operation of this Act to the
shires.
Up his way there were several
large pumping plants Qn the river, and
there was no doubt thev were outside the
Bill at present. It was; perhaps, judicious
that they should be brought under the Bill.
He fOr one would come under the Bill,
and he would welcome the measure because
of that. But he would like to hear from
the Minister where he found the provisions
of this Bill, and whether they came from
the English Act and the regulations of the
Board of Trade. If thev came from that
source they might be accepted as far as
possible, but if they were from New Zealand he would be rather disposed to criticise them.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING stated
that he h.a.d listened attentively to what
had been said-he would not say to the discussion or debate, because there had really
been none.
Several honorable members
had stated that it was a good Bill, but it
did not quite look it. This Bill, like all
Bills of this kind, began with a grand
idea, and that was the idea that there was
something very wrong. in the body politic,
and that there were thousands of boilers all
over Victoria which were in danger of bursting every day, and that human life was at
stake, .and that everyone of these boilers
must be inspected by the State. The Minister who introduced the Bill gave no information as to how many of these dangerous weapons had exploded.
He (Dr.
Embling) had nat read in the papers from
day to day of these terrible explosions
taking place all over Victoria, and of
people being killed and maimed.

Boilers

[COUNCIL.]

An HONORABLE MEMBER.-It would be
sufficient if there were only one.
The Han. W. H. EMBLING said that
a kettle might upset and kill a baby. The
idea in connexion with the Bill was a good
one, no doubt. As Mr. Hicks said, the
idea was a humanitarian one, but the
humanitarian idea seemed to be lost sight
of in connexion with inflicting penalties
upon hundreds and thousands of men. That
might be necessary, but that was a question which ought to be faced before many
of the clauses of this Bill were adopted.
The yerv first of the few clauses in this
Bill stru~k at the root of private industry.
There were in Victoria at present anum·
ber of men who had made it the business
of their lives. to become qualified inspectors
of boilers, and they had made their living
by inspecting boilers. The men who were
to be appointed under this Bill might be
equally well qualified, but this Bill merely
said that the Government might appoint
men who they thought were qualified. No
certificate of quali'fication was required. If
the Minister--that was the Chief Inspector,
who was the Minister for the time beingthought a man was qualified he could be
made an inspector of boilers without any
question being asked as to \V here he had
learned his duties, and the men who had
earned their living honestly at this work in
the past would be set aside.
It was
The
wrong to do a thing of that sort.
Government might be trying to do a great
humanitarian act, and to save the lives of
hundreds of thousands of people, but they
began with a 'vrong.
No body of men
should have their living ta!ken away in this
manner. These men were doing their work
well at present, and he did not think the
State inspectors would do it as satisfactorily. He had read through the Bill carefully, and, althol.gh he was not an expert
in boilers and did not pretend to know the
technical phraseology, yet he could see that
some of its provisions were very objectionable. A discharged servant might declare
t hat the boiler of his late employer required inspection, and an inspector might
come out in the middle of the night to look
at the boiler. Although the Bill contained
such provisions as this, no evidence had
been gi"en to the House to show what particular hann boilers had done up to to-day.
He did not think that any honorable member had read in the public press of any
dre:lrlful thing happening through boilers
not being inspected.
He was perfectly
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certain that at present the boilers in Melbourne, Ballarat, and other cities were
being carefully inspected by these qualified
men for the protection of the owners and
the workmen. The question had been raised
about the extension of the Act to shires.
Honorable members would know why this
legislation was not being extended to the
shires. It was the outcome of a Conference between the two Houses when the
Shops and Factories Act was before Parliament on the last occasion, and the prin·
cirle of the Wages Board was accepted on
the understanding that the shires should be
excepted from this legislation.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-We are going
to bring them in now.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said that
before honorable members passed these
drastic clauses he hoped they would very
carefully consider them, because if those
provisions were once passed it would be
very difficult to repeal them. Every fresh
shackle that was put on the liberty of the
Every additional insubject did harm.
spector appointed to lessen the number of
the unemployed increased the number of
men living on the State, and that meant
that the workers and farmers-the industrials of the State-would suffer in consequence of the Government interfering with
what was going on. Before passing the extremely drastic clause which would place
men in the power of discharged servants,
and under inspectors wlfo would be under
the thumb of the Chief Inspector, honorable members should discuss these clauses,
and see that the people were protected in
every possible way.
The Hon. A. HICKS stated that he was
greatly interested in this Bill, because it
had to do with human life. He thought
every honorable member ought to be interested in a Bill like this.
It should
have been passed years ago. He believed
it was introduced some four or five years
ago, but, unfortunatelv, in some wav not
known to him it was thrown out.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-No; it
died.
The Hon. A. HICKS said he understood the E ill did come before the
House, but that somehow it got put into
the waste-pa per basket. Some time ago
there wa.s a terrible explosion, and he believed it occurred in one of the shires.
The Age ne~wspaper, to its credit, spoke
out about thIS matter, and he believed the
Premier then decided that he would look
.I
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into the question, and would, if possible, himself to this Bill, because one member
introduce a Bill this session to provide that after another had stQod up, and, in the
boilers should be inspected. Every pre- usual eulogistic way, praised the GQverncaution should be taken to preserve human ment fQr introducing the measure. They"
life and personally he could not see any said it was a good measure, that it conobj~ction to there being no exemption what- tained very few faults indeed, and that the
ever, for human life was as precious in country would prosper tenfold if this mag,the country as in Melbourne. There was nificent and beneficent piece of legislation
far greater danger with the boilers in the became law. Some of them had the temecountry than with the boilers in. ~b.e city. rity to interject, "How much damage has
In the city the owners had faCIlItIes for been done to the community in the past
repairing their boilers. In a large centre, because this Act was not in force? How
when the owner of a boiler saw that his many boiler explosions have occurred in Vicboiler wanted inspecting, he took imme- tQria during the past few years as the result
He was very
diate steps to get an inspector; but when of want of inspection?"
much
surprised
to
find
that
the Minister
a man was 20 Or 50 or 100 miles away back
in the bush he would put off the inspec- in charge of the Bill had absolutely n9
tion for another day or another week, and infmmation to give the House on those
that was the time, unfortlUlately, when an points, because he (Mr. Rees) contended
that if a Bill was intrQduced into this
accident might occur.
Chamber SQme reason for the introduction
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-How many of that measure should be shown. The Minhave happened?
ister should have been able to state what
The Hon. A. HICKS said there had number of human lives had been sacrificed,
been five accidents since not very long or what number of human beings had .been
ago, and four out of these five accidents maimed in the past, as the result of explohad happened in shires. If it was true sions through the want Qf proper inspecthat the majority of the accidents occu~ed tiQn j but the Minister was dumb on that
in the shires, then he held that the boIlers question, or, in his usual courteQUS way,
in the shires should come under inspection he said, "Let the Bill go into Committee,
as well as those in the city. He was aware and then I will give you the information."
that the Governor in Council had power to Promises of that kind had been made by
extend the operation of this Bill to the Ministers on other occasions, but the inforshires but honorable members knew what mation was not fQrthcQming. He had gone
bitter' opposition there always was wh~n to some of the authorities in another place
ever it was proposed that the F actones to find out. if he could, what amount of
Act should be extended to the country. damage had been done by boiler explosions
LarKe numbers of people can1e .to the in Victoria. He had looked up Hansard,
~Jinister, and to Members of Parliament, and the discussion which took place in anand said-" We cannot have it extended to other place did nQt enlighten him.
The
the shires." If this power was left to the Qnlv information he found in liansard was
Government or the lviinister, then he did as 'to an explosion which occurred somenot think there would be an inspection of where in Gippsland, at a sawmill.
The
the boilers in the country for many years cause of that expl Qsion , -as stated by an
to come. A great deal would depend on honorable member in anQther place who
the administration of this Bill. Mr. knew what he was talking about, was that
Ord, the Chief Inspector of Factories, the man in charge of the boiler, 'in Qrder to
must be a wonderful man if he could carry get more work Qut Qf his machine, had tied
on the administration in this case. As down the safety-valve, and, of course, it
Mr. Sternberg stated, this measure ought was well known that when the safety-valve
to be administered by the Public Works was interfered with: an explosion was likely
Department. When the Bill got into to occur.
Committee he intended to move an amendThe, Hon. D. E. McBRYDE.-What hapment in that direction. He would vote for pened to the man?
the second reading, and hoped that in ComThe Hon. R. B. REES said that, unfucmittee the Bill would be so amended as to tunately, the man was blown to eternity.
extend its operations to the whole of the
The Roo. W. J. EVANs.-That accident
State.
The Hon. R. B. REES said hft felt a would not have oxurred if this meaSLre
certain amount of diffidence in addressing had been passed.
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The Hon. R. B. REES said that the
interjection of the leader of the La-bour
Party in this House was a pertinent one j
but he would ask the honorable member
whether, if this Bill were passed, an inspection of boilers every twelve months
would prevent a man from tying down the
safetv-valve?
Every explosion which he
(Mr. -Rees) had heard of during the inquiry
he had made had been the result of causes
that no inspection would prevent. He did
not care if there was an inspection every
twenty-four hours j but, unless an inspector
was employed to sit on every boiler throughout Victoria, it would be impossible to prevent careless or dare-devil people from tying
down safety-valves in order to get greater
efficiency out of their boilers. No amount
of inspection could prevent that kind of
thing from occurring. 'Vith regard to that
question, he had made inquiries from o?e
of the best men in another place, who saId
it was possible for an inspector to put a
lock on the safety-valve, but that the key
must be left in the hands or the proprietor
of the engine, or, if the engine. belonged to
a company, it must be left in the hands of
the man i~ charge of the engine. The man
in charge of the engine could therefore undo
the lock and interfere with the safety-valve
whenever he pleased. It would never do
for the inspector to lock ~O\,:n the safet~
valve and allow it to rem am In that condItion for twelve months, because many things
might happen to the safe~y-valve .which
would require prompt attentIOn. ThIS was
a class of legislation which we had been
passing with a great deal of rapidity during
the short time he had been a member
of this House. They were piling up an
enormous amount of expense--inspectorial
and inquisitorial expense - on the producers and the workers of this country.
Where was the raison d' etre of this Bill?
What it sought to do was already covered
by two Acts of Parliament. He did not
want to oppose the inspection of boilers
working at high pressure in the large centres of population. Some of them, perhaps, worked up to 200-lbs. pressure to
the square inch, and they should be under
the closest inspection. If anything went
wrong with such boilers, and an explosion
occurred, anyone within wide range would
either be killed or maimed for life. The
Bill sought to take power to deal with
boilers that worked, perhaps, at only 5 or
10 lbs. pressure above the ordinary. atmospheric pressure.
To-daly he VISIted a
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place in Melbourne that would be affected
by this Bill.
The Hon. J. G. AIKMAN.-A Chinese
place?
The Hon. R. lB. REES said he had not
the Chinese on the brain, like the honorable member. Whether a man was a Chinese or a blackfellow, he (Mr. Rees)
wished to see him properly dealt with. The
honorable member might yet laugh on the
other side of his fa:ce, for he was a Christian man, and ought to support these
people, whom he was trying to belittle, befoul, and besmirch. To-day he visited a
place where there was a small boiler used
for steaming purposes. It was at work at
the time, and at a; pressure of 10 lbs. to
the square inch. It was used by the cook
for steaming dishes, and for cleaning purposes.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD. - That
would not come under this Bill.
The Hon. R. B. REES said it was not
in a private house, but in a public place,
and, according to clause 4, it would come
under this measure.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD.-Fifteen
lJounds is atmospheric pressure.
The Hon. R. B. REES said he would
not like to join issue very strongly with the
honorable member, because he was well
informed on most subjects. Ordinary atmospheric pressure was equal to zero on
the boiler, and where the gauge went up
to 10 lbs. to the square inch that was 10
lbs. above atmospheric pressure. Where a
vacuum was mentioned it would be 15 Ibs.
to the square inch, but there was no vacuum
in a boiler under ordinary conditions. For
the man who owned the boiler he had referred to to have to pay lOS. per inspection, and numerous fees under the factories legislation, was not right.
Such a
proposal was not required, and should not
be passed by this House. As to whether
this Bill was necessary, he would quote
what the Chief Secretary said in another
place.
The Hon. D. I\IEL VILLE rose to a
point of order.
He said the honorable
member could not allude to what took place
in another House.
The Hon. R. B. REES said he thought
he was entitled to give the House all the
information he possessed.
The PRESIDENT. - The honorable
member .will not be in order in reading
from a debate in another House this
session.
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The Hon. R. B. REES said it was inspection. There was no need for the Bill
stated by a great authority that we had at all, because, wherever any danger exappointed a number of inspectors under the isted, where large bodies of peo]:' Ie were
Mines Act and a number of inspectors endangered by high-pressure boilers, there
dealing with this question under the F ac- was inspection already. Why was it sought
to,ries and Sho.ps Acts. Every mine in to tax the people with the cost of these inVicroria was under inspection as the result quisirorial inspectors?
An HONORABLE MEMBER. - What about
of the Mines Act. He had seen the regulations under that Act, and a man, 'before threshing machines?
The Hon. R. B. REES said he had
his certificate was accepted, had to be well
qualified to look after boilers and min- never heard of such a thing as an explosion
ing machinery.
He would support any in connexion with a threshing machine. He
measure for the inspection of boilers at had visited another factory to-day, and in
mines, where the lives of men going down this connexion he would IIk.e to call attenand coming up the shafts were continually tion to clause 5, which gave some idea as
in jeopardy. He also supported the fac- to the class of inspectors that would be
tories legislation in regard to boilers work- appointed. He visited a big clothing. facing under high pressure in Melbourne, Bal- tory which had been visited by an inspector
larat, and Bendigo, for they should be in- a little time ago. The inspector fixed on
spected. When these boilers were properly a little heating apparatus, which was
dealt with under these two Acts, he would really required for ironing clothes.
like to ask what necessity there was for Gas was burned under proper condithis Bill. This Bill contained a provision tions, there being a mixture of gas and
that prevented it from· being applied to air to secure complete combustion. There
certain shires, but within the next session were no noxious gases in the factory, but
or two it would probably be found that the this inspector fixed 011' the little machine,
Governor in Council had exercised the and told the manager that he would
power given by the measure, and extended have to have a chimney fixed on the machine to carry the noxious gases a wa y. The
the Bill to all the shires.
The Hon. W. J. EVANs.-Hear, hear!
inspector did not know what a noxious gas
The Hon. R. lB. REES said if the hon- was, and from mere cussedness he insisted
orable member owned a little creamery) that the factory manag.er should erect a
bl,1tter factory, or dairy in the back coun- chimney right up to the roof, which was a
try, and used a twopenny-halfpenny ma- very inconvenient thing to do. This was to
In the
chine to drive the cream separator, working be done to satisfy a mere whim.
up to a pressure of 10 or IS Ibs. to same factory there was gas being burned
the square inch, he would have to tv heat irons for ironing clothes, and,
pay
an annual fee for . inspection. though the oonditions were not as favorable
When this measure came into force, it as in the other case, the inspector did not
would mean a tax on the farmers of require a chimney to be erected. The man
something like £2,000 or £3,000 per in charge of the room sa:id to the inspector,
annum. At every decent farm there was a ee What about the gas in this case?" and
boiler, and when every farmer had to pay the inspectvr replied, eel do not see how
from lOS. to £1 per annum for inspection you can fix a <!himnev on to these irons."
it would run into a good deal of money. The inspector wanted something to report
He expected, as he had interjected, that to his superior officer, as the manager stated,
when the farm was a little way from a and insisted on this expense being incurred,
l'ailway centre, the inspectors would charge and in causing a nuis·ance to the work of
What would happen under
mileage for travelling to inspect the boiler. the factory.
'There would be the charge for inspection clause 5 when the inspectors were apThat clause provided that the
and a registration fee of 2S. 6d. When pointed?
all these charg.es were piled up on the Governor in Council might appoint infarmers, it would amount to £3,000 a year, spectors "subject to the provisions of the
if not more. When the next drought oc- Public Service Acts." He presumed that
curred, the farmers would have to appeal that meant that the Public Service would
to the Government for aid to pay for this have :to be exha,'Usted before any competent
inspection.
They were now paying for persons outside could be appointed. The
dairy inspection,~alth. inspection, and appointments· would 'be left to Mr. Harriwater inspecfion., and if this measure were son Ord. the Lord Almighty of factory and
carried they would have to pay for steam all other legislation during the last few
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years in Victoria-the man ,,,,ho placed an anti, m the secund place, to create a lot
embargo on our industries, which, but for of inspectors, and augment that already
the wave of prosperity we were now enjoy- over-grown Department-the Factories Deing, owing to favorable climatic conditions, partment. He contended that we had alwould suffer enormously. When this man r(:·ady a \'ery efficient system of inspection,.
came to appoint the inspectors, he would the proof of which was that there were
appoint the least competent, but the most very few accidents indeed occurring as the
governed by favoritism, and when these result of boiler explosions. Of course, it
men went to inspect boilers in the country, was most dangerous to speak against such
in order to have something to do, they a measure in this Chalnber, because there
would order the machinery to be stopped was a party here that seemed to say tha.t
and the whole work of the factory or farm honorable members were inhuman, and
to be suspended whilst examining the were against the preservation of human
boiler.
life, if they opposed a measure of this
The Hon. W. S. ~fANIFoLD.-And they kind. Mr. Hicks, for iI'lstance l made a
can pull down the brick-work.
great talk about the dangers to human life
The Hon. R. B. REES said that could under the old system, and urged that honbe done, acoording to a clause in the lsill. orable members should be humane and prot-.lost of our boilers were insulated by a. tect human life as much as possible.
coyering of asbestos or otherwise, and he
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Is that not
presumed that this covering would have to right?
be removed in order that the inspector
The Hon. R. B. REES.-Yes; but it
might examine the outside of the boiler; was simply humbug to talk in that way, bebecause, of course, it would be impossible muse, of course, they all desired to proto see the character of the riveting and the tect human life. He contended that this
ch.aracter of the plates on the outside of Bill was really unnecessary. It was althe boiler unless the whole of the coating read v covered, as he said before, and it
was removed. These incompetent men, as would onl V add an additional burden ~o
he assumed they would be, would place all the already-aver-burdened producers and
kinds of difficulties in the way of our pro- workers of this State. He certainly did·
ducers, and our factory managers, and em- . not believe in the Bill-it seemed -to be
ployers of labour, and if they were not surplusage-but if the measure passed its
thoroughly satisfied and thoroughly ko- second reading, as apparently it would, he
towed to by employers, they would order, considered that very drastic amendment~
perhaps, the brickwork to be nulled down, should be made in many of its clauses. At
so that they might have a thorough inspec- the same time, he rather objected to have ;]:
tion. Already there was a very good sys- Bill brought into the House which had to
tem of inspection going on in Victoria. We be amended lock, stock, and barrel, so to
had at present eleven or twelve very com- speak. Such a Bill should really be repetent men inspecting all over the nrin- jected on the second reading, and then
cipal towns and cities. Nowadays a pro- blOllght up again in a form more consonant
prietor would not run enormous risks for with the feelings of the House and the
the sake of saving a pound or two in con- necessities of the case.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said that if
nexion with inspection. Proprietors asked
for the inspection of boilers if they thought a stranger came to this State and· sat in the
there was an\' danger at all. Under the gallery oE this chamber he would, after
voluntary system. and under the two Acts listening to the speeches which had been
which h·e had alreadv mentioned, boilers delivered, and reading the Bill now before
were inspected regularly once a year in the. House, naturally come to the conclumost cases. Clause 5 of the Bill made no sion that we had been a people who had
provision that those men who had been /lleglected everything in the shape of prodoing boiler inspection hitherto, and who tecting the lives of our fello-w subjects. But
were thoroughly competent:,. woul~ be em- was it not true that ever since there had
ployed as boiler inspectors under this mea- been manufacturing going on in Victoria,
sure. This Bill, like several other Bills and large boilers had been used for that
which had been already passed, was merely pu!'pose, men owning those boilers or mabrought in and being carried, first of chinery of any kind had been imrelled
all, to add to the list of Bills that were by their sense of responsibility to have
passed through the House in one session, them looked after prort'lly? Yet, to-day,.
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there was a party which had arisen in this
State, and all over the Australian States,
who thought that until their arrival the
public were never properly looked after.
A remarkable notion had got possession of
a number of men, who were branded as the
Labour Party. that until they came to the
front the public had never been safeguarded. There ,vas a party, and alw?,ys
the same party, one of whose great 3.1mi
seemed to be to appoint inspectors of everything. As a. matter of fact, howey'er, in
the past, every new boiler had been inspected. It had to be ihoro~ghly. tested,
and a certificate had to be gIven 10 connexion with it, before it could be used.
This was the law of the land at the present time. The Government of the day
apparently had only: to be asked for something, however absurd, if the request came
from a certain quarter, for it to be granted
-it did not matter whether what those
people asked for was wanted or not. He
(Mr. Melville) utterly denied that ther~
han been any neglect ip Victoria in con·
nexlon with the inspection of boilers. Engines were working from J S-lbs. pressure,
and some up to 200-lbs. pressure, but what
did this Bill propose? In order to comp1etely satisfv everyone, even a small
thing of 5 horRe-power could not escape.
Was it not a wonder, with this peculiar propertv of our Government, that one's grandmother's teapot was not inspected? Nearly
everything that boiled water would have to
be taxed and be subjected to inspection.
One could not read this Bill without seeing
how the whole business w.as reduced to an
absurdity. Was there any practical man
who considered that every bit of a boiler
. .of 4 or 5 horse-power ought to be sub·
jected to all this taxation and inspection?
Could absurdity be brought to a greater
point? And this was dignified by the name
<)f legislation! Moreover, notwithstanding
all this inspection, the employer of labour
,vas warned that the responsibility of any
accident would remain with him. While
the Bill provided for all this inspection,
the Government would not take any responsibility whatever. This was sufficient to
show that the whole thing was a sham,
merelv brought in to please one party. If
the Bill had been intended to be useful tn
the communitv, would the Government have
gone down to all these trumpery little bits
of boilers such as might be used in agricultural operations·-cutting chaff and
. various small things of that kind? Was it
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necess'ary for a gre!tt S'tate to be so completely socialistic that a man of ordinary
intelligence could not be trusted to boil
his kettle? He would tell the Government that, with all the admiration he
.had for them, when they descended
to trifling things like the inspection of
small boilers, the comrrllU1ity was becoming sick of that kind of thing.
It looked to him now. from what was done
in every w1C1ertaking, and in everything
connected with the State, that we were a
community that could not be trusted to
manage our own affairs. An idea seemed
to have got possession of a portion of the
community that m¥1e them tell people,
"You have been improperly trained j you
are harsh to vour employes j you give them
sweating wages" j constantly calling on LIS
as if we were different from all other communities under the sun, ,and as though we
were a parcel of men that did not know
how to walk straight in the street. This
Bill was a case of locki.ng the door after
the steed had gone. Who put up boilers
now? Did not the Minister of Public Instruction know that thousands of gas and
oil engines were doing the work-that internal-combustion engines of from If
to 10,000 horse-power were taking the
place of steam boilers, and that the steam
system of motion was a dead horse? Glasgow ~ad dispensed with the steam boiler.
The electric engineers in Glasgow found
out the other day that internal-combustion
engines were being made up to 10,000
horse-power, and the· steam boiler was an
old man.
Surely the Minister knew
something about what was doing in the
world. Gas-engines were be~ng made to
supply 20 brake hbrse-power per hour
for one penny-and no boiler. These were
internal-combustion engines. . What was
the use of this cleaning-up Government
coming in now when the conununity had
stood for fifty years looking at all this
supposed extraordinary c1anger from steam
boilers? Was it not a fact that the Government had been pressed into the stupid
position in which they found themselves?
~urely the pretsent machinery was sufficJently protected, and if it was not, it
was onlv .the higher and more dangerous
type of boiler that should be brought under
attention. He knew that Mr. Crooke got
a Bill drawn in his day, but the honorable
member was representin,g, at that time, the
Liberal Partv. which had got tainted a
little with these socialistic notions. If it

Boilers

[COUNCIL.]

was shown that the Government were in
earnest) the House ought to back them up
in the case of the higher-pressure boilers,
if there were any boilers working up to
zoo-lbs. pressure, and if there was any
danger attached to them, but that did plOt
mean that a crusade was to be made
against every little motor.
In Lincoln
Stuart's, an electric motor would be seen
doing all the work, A gas-engine drove
the dynamo, and the power was distributed all over the place,_ yet at the last
moment, when men were dispensing with
boilers, the Government came down to take
possession of the whole of the working
plant belonging to e\'er~'body, and at what
an enormous cost was this inspection to be
effected? In order to properly examine
a boiler that had been working for some
time, the works must be stopred. A man
could not tell by merely looking at it outside whether a large boiler working up to
2oo-lbs. pressure was fit for its work. In
these circumstances, if the use of steam
\yas to be regulatect, and the public were
to be protected, had we the kind of men
to carry out the inspection properly? Did
honorable members know that such men
were available? Why not throw the responsibility where it was to-day? A man
could not have his finger cut without the
employer incurring a liabilitv if the accident occurred in conriexion with machinery,
but this Bill was to take possession of a
lot of small things, and throw responsibility
and trouble where there was none whatever
to-day, and where there was no danger
whatever. In a sense, a man could not
walk the streets to-dav without incurring
some danger. Inspection of lifts and scaffolding and all kinds of things was comi.ng up in detail. Did it remain for this
Government to come in at this late hour
when all the risk had been taken? Not a
word was said of the danger of the inter.nal-combustion engine. A man might
explode as much gas as he liked, but the
Government provided no inspection in that
case, so far as he knew. Was it not extraordinarv that this Government had been
more prolific than any other in dealing
with this kind of thing, always readv to
placate when there had been great doubt
as to whether the thing should be done at
all. However. as it had gone so far, perhaps honorable members would have to
pass this Bill to save their reputation, because it would be said if the second
reading was not passed,' however careful
Hon. D. Melville.
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honorable members might be of th~ safety
of the public, however much sympathy they
might have, that they were careless ot
human life, even though honorable members might well believe that boilers were
It seemed alsufficiently protected now.
most necessary for honorable members to
care for the charges which might be hurled
against them if they did not pass Bills of
this nature, and perhaps it would be better
for the House to read the Bill a second
time, and cut out the npnsensical part relating to smaller boilers. The great engine
of the future was really the internal-combustion engine, and the electric motor was
now to do the work. The demand for the
protection of steam boilers was a mere fear,
but if it would make the Government more
solid in their seats, let the House support
them, for they were the best Government
that could be got in the meantime. He
had no unfriendly feeling towards the Government, and if this was to be the last
of this kind of legislation, even if it was
intense I )n suspicious and merely another
socialistic move, he would advise the House
to pass the seconct reading, and to try to
improve the Bill in Committee.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said Mr. Melville appeared to be ag.a.inst the Bill because he thought it was a proposal that
emanated from the Labour Party, but Mr.
Crooke had made it plain that- a similar
Bill was brought forward some considerable time ago, before this Government
came into power. Whether this or any
other Government were in power, and produced legislation which they thought was
for the benefit of the people, although it
might be against Mr. Melville's ideas, it
certainly should be supported if it was in
accordance with the ideas of the majority
of the people. The argument put forward
by Mr. Melville and Mr. Rees was that
things were going on all right, and that the
private employer would, for his own personal benefit, see that boilers were inspected as thev ought to be. Had private
emplovers done so in the past?
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-Yes.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS.-Had there
not been explosions in the past?
The Hon. R. B. REES.-You will have
explosions of motor-cars directly'.
The Hon.. W. J. EVANS said unless
there was proper supervision. there would
~ explosions of motor-cars also.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-There will be
gas explosions yet.
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The Hon. W.
EVANS said when gas
became extensively used, probably the
necessary legislation would be passed to
deal with any danger that might arise.
The hcmorable member'for the Mallee was
against all factory legislation, but it had
been proved beyond all doubt that factory legislation had not injured any industry to which it had been applied.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-Wrong again.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said it might
be wrong from the honorable member's
po4nit bf vi:ew. The honorable member
asked a question a little while a&o whether
the Bill would prevent an explosIOn caused
by a nigger sitting; on the end of a safetyvalve lever. The Bill provided for having
a lock safety-valve, or a safety-valve that
couid not Pe tampered with, upon a boiler,
and bv that means a nigger would be pre~enteci from causing a boiler to blow up.
He, and any o,ne else who had much to
do with machinery, knew that sometimes
great risks were taken in connexion with
boilers. His experience had not borlne out
the statement that private employers would
for their own personal interest take all the
care necessary. He put in a good term
in the Railway' Department, where the
supervision of boilers was, or was supposed to be, equal to that in any part of
Australia, but at one time he remembered
that an engine was taken from him on no
less than four occasions after the boiler had
done its mileage simply because the Department was short of engines. The same
thing applied to a private employer to a
much greater extent, because the money
necessary to repair a boiler had to come
out of a private employer's own pocket,
whereas in the case of the Railway Department the money had to be found by the
State.
The Hon. R. B. RITCIUE.-That is a
most un;~st reflection on private employers.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said the object of the Bill was to insure that boilers
were properly inspected at least once a
year, and kept in a state that they ought
If that had been done in
to be. kept in.
the past, how was it that so many explosions had occurred in the country, where
there had been no supervision? Did it not
prove that it was necessary to have supervision in the shir~s particularly? It waS
admitfed that the suoervision in the cities
had produced this effect any way, that there
had not been anything like the same number of explosions there as in the coun-try.
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It was all very well to talk about a boiler
of 4 or 5 horse-power as a mere nothing.
If one of those small boilers was to explode in the chamber it would make an
end of several honorable members. Every
one knew perfectly well that steam was a
thing that was not to be trifled with. Mr.
Crooke, who represented a country constituency, put it plainly that a large number of boilers which were condemned in
MelbdUrne were sent to the country. Another honorable member representing the
Mallee district stated that there might be
a mileage charge for these inspectors.
This would be a practical encouragement
in his; (Mr. Evans') opinion to a man to
a void an inspection of his boiler if he
The arguments used
could avoid it.
against this Bill appeared to him not to
meet the case at all. As to the statement
about the Government pandering to this,
that, and the other section of the people
in connexion with it, l:e could not see why
that should matter to the House, and
why any measure the Government introduced in the interests of the people should
not have fair consideration whether it was
in the interests of one party or the other.
He understood that parties were not known
in this House, and that honorable members
discussed matters from the stand-point of
the general public.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-The honorable
member is pledged to one party.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said he had
distinct! y stated that he was pledged to certain planks of his party, but in other respects he was just as free as any other
honorable member. If the party to which
he belonged brough.t fo!ward progressive
legislation, which would produce better
conditions for em ploves and employers, he
was very glad to bel6ng to such a party,
and was quite prepared to pledge himself
UD to the hilt.
Perhaps it would be better
if the honorable member who interjected
so. much also belonged to some party
which 'would exercise some control over
him.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-I should not
like to be pledged like you.
. The Hon. W. J. EVANS said that very
lIkely the honorable member would not, as
he (Mr.' Evans) had taken pledges that
Mr. Rees had never taken. Mr. Rees had
made a tirade against the Inspector of
Factories.
It was g-eneralIv admitted by
all who had had dealings ,vith that officer
that he was thoroughlv conversant with the
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Acts he administered, and that he treated
everyone as he should do.
He (Mr.
Evans) knew that the honorable meIll;ber
made a complaint in thtis Chamber agal~st
J\1r. Ord, because Mr. Ord would not gIve
him certain information.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-I never did.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said that if
the honorable member contradicted that
statement he would accept the contradiction, but he thought he could produce
H allsard showing thlat that was done. He
believed 'it was in connexion with a Bill
affecting Chinese. Because the honorable
member had a little difference with the
Chief Inspector that was not to say that
he should take advantage of his position
in this House, and indulge in a tirade of
abuse of that officer.
The Hon. R. B. REES said that he
would like to draw the attention of the
President to the statement that he used his
position to do something wrong.
The PRESIDENT.-I think the honorable member is not in order in saying
that Mr. Rees, for a private reason, indulged in a tirade d:f abuse.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said· he would
not state that the honorable member had
any private reason. He did not know that
the honorable member hiad any private axe
to grind.
The Hon. R. B. REES said he would
ask, through the President, that the honorable member withdraw the statement he
had made.
The PRESIDENT.-I think the honorable member has withdrawn his statement, and has stated that he does not impute Mr. Rees' action to any private
reason.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said to please
the honorable member he would withdraw.
He would be sorry to think that any honorable member of this Chamber used his
position for private ends.
The PRESIDENT.-If the honorable
member would address the Chair he would
m'Oid these interruptions.
The Hon. W. T. EVANS said Mr. Rees
had referred to the inspectors as an in('ompetent body. This Act would be under
the Chief Secretar\', and he believed thle
Go\'errunent could take care that the Chief
Inspector appointed competent men to inspect boilers.
In fact, the Chief Inspector would have co appoint competent
men in order to justify his 'position, or
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otherwise, when an explosion occurred, he
would find himself respoflsible.
The Hon. R. B. R.E.Es.-He is not responsible under the Bill.
The Hon. W. J.' EVANS said that ,as
far as the Bill was concerned, he considered it was a good Bill, and one that
had been asked for and required for a
long time. He congratulated the Government on bringing it forward.
He only
regretted that ir did not apply to all portions of the State, as those in the city
would have a grievance against those in
the country if the latter were not called
on to conform to the same conditions as
the city people w~e. He was not one of
those who advocated that such a thing as
a steam digester should be brought under
the Act. If there was no danger in connexion with the steam digester' there was
no necessity for bringing it under the Act,
but in the case of a steam-engine, no matter
how small it might be, the public had a
right to insist that those who had control
over the boiler and engine should have the
necessary know ledge to attend to this machinery, out of consideration for those who
were engaged about it, and of the public
in general. He hoped the amendment that
he believed Mr. Hicks was to propooe, applying the Bill to the shires, would be
carried. If that was done the Bill would
be a good measure.
As to the criticism
that had been passed on factory legislation in general, it was quite expected. that
certain honorable members in this Chamber
would alwavs attack factory legislation.
He was only surprised in the case of Mr.
Melvine, because he thought that honorable member was coming round to the
Labour Party view, but the honorable member seemed to have gone astray again. The
measure, he believed, would pass, and he
hoped it would go through quickly enough
to come into operation on the date provided for in the Bill.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE remarked
that it h:ad not been his intention to speak ,
on the Bill, and he would not have done
so, but for finding himself in a rather
peculiar position.
He found himself in
favour of a Government measure, and on
the same side as the Labour Party.
He
must confess that he listened with astonishment to many of the remarks abo\lt t11e
inspection of boilers.
He assumed that
for one's own personal safety, one would
not for the sake of saving lOS. neglect to
haVf~ his boiler inspected.
On one occasion h?' h::).f~ an old steam-engine, and some
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fourteen or fifteen men were employed
It had never been insp.ected,
about it.
and the question he had to ask hlmself
was, "Suppose it blows up, how f~r. ~
I responsible?" To avoid any poSSIbIlIty'
of accident, he sent to Melbourne f.or a.
man to inspect thk:! bbiler, and on hIS recommendation he discarded it. That was
in the country. If an expl'osion had taken
plaoe he wcruld have felt himself responsible' for the death-for it would have
meant the death-of half-a-dozen men.
He did not think th.'at any man in the State
ought to grudge the sum tha~ w~s to be
charged for having a steam-boIler mspected
once a year.
The ~ml y . sti pulat~on he
would like to see provIded 10 the BIll was
that the men who had to inspect the boilers
shlould be competent.
He saw nothing
about that in the Bill.
As far as he
could understand the Chief Inspector was
to appoint the inspectors.
In Committee
he would move that these inspectors must
be certificated engineers.
It did not follow that because a man was a boiler-maker
he was competent to be an inspector, for
his being a boiler-maker did not make him
an expert in the tensi?ns of m~tals, or
make rum competent to 10spect bOIlers. He
thought any judge would take it as a
ground foo- reducing compensation .that
had to be paid should a man be kIlled
through an explosion, if the defendant
produced a certificate from a Government
officer that the boiler which had exploded
had been in perfect order a week or three
weeks previously. If this measure. di?
not applv to the shires, he would lIke lt
to provide that any man cOuld send down
to the ins pector for a certificate as to the
condition of the boiler in case anything
should happen. Of course, it was a small
thing, but it seemed wrong that the man
whose steam boiler had been inspected
should have to pay 2S. 6d. for a copy of
the certificate.
The Hon. A. O. SACHsE.-We may not
need that.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE said a good
many side issues had been brought out. in
connexion with the Bill, and he would hke
to take cognizance of one remark which
was made by Mr. Evans. That hon?rable
member stated that he drove an engme at
Newport or somewhere else-he (Mr.
Ritchie) could drive an engine himself, and
he was notl. very proud of the fact-and
that after he left the engine it was net pro~
perly looked after, although that was a
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matter where the Government were concerned. The honorable member went on
to ask if that had been an engine belonging to .a private employer what w?uld have
happened, inferring that the pnvate employer was more indifferent to the lives of
his employes than the State was. He (Mr.
Ritchie) regarded that as a most unjust
and uncalled for remark, and he thought
that .a man who was capable of making
such a remark was incapable of discussing
any subject with impartiality.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill \vas then read a second time,
and committed.
Clause I was agreed to.
On clause 2, containing the interpretation of terms used in the BiN,
The Hon. W. CAIN stated that he
reall y thought this clause should be postponed. It was provided here that "chief
inspector" meant the Chief Inspector of
Factories, Workrooms, and Shops under
the Factories and Shops Act. This was
a highly technical measure, and the class
of inspectors who would be required under
it would have duties to perform which
would be quite foreign to the duties performed by inspectors under the Factories
and Shops Act. He thought the measure
should be plaoed under the Engineer of
Ports and Harbors, and that the men who
supervised the boilers of stean1ers or at
mines should do the inspecting under this
Bill. The Factories and Shops Acts were
originally. introduced to deal with the ventilation of workrooms, and the employment of . children and persons under 2 I
years' of age.
He certainly thought this
clause should be postponed.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE remarked
that he did not intend to go on any further with the Bin to-night. He understood some honorable members had amendments, which they intended to move. He
would ask them to have ilieir amendments
printed, so that when the Bill came up
again the Committee would have the
amendments before them.
On the motion of the Hon. A. 0_
SACHSE, progress was reported.
CONSOLIDATED

REVENUE
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The Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved the
second reading of this Bill.
He said it
was an ordinary Supply Bill for one
month to aprl y out of the Consolidated
Revenue the sum of £379,343.
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The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
On clause 2, "Sum available for the
purposes voted by' Legislative Assembly,"
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said he would
like some information with regard to item
60, "Victorian Railways Construction
Branch, £224."
The Han. J. M. DAVIES said the honorable member would find in the Estimates
that the total amount for salaries in the
Construction Branch was £1,9°0.
'Y~. Hon. W. J. EVANS said there was
al'l item, " Victorian Railways, £175,000."
He would like to know whether this
amount included the money spent in putting the Gembrook line in order since the
time of the accident, and, if so, what was
the amountJ in question?
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said this was
portion of an amount of £2,072,117.
There was an amount on the Estimates for
the ~Vay and Works Branch of ~589,240.
If there was any money expended on the
Gembrook line it would be included in that.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said he was
quite a ware that in asking these questions
honorable members generally received about
the same amount of information. He did
not think anyone was the wiser for the
information given by the Attorney·General,
and he supposed honorable members would
have to find out what they wanted in some
other way.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE said there
was an item of £1,384 for the extirpation
of rabbits and wild animals. Was a bonus
still paid for the destruction of rabbits?
The Hon. J. 1\1. DAVIES said there
was a Chief Inspector under the Vermin
Destruction Act who received a salary of
£,354 per annum. A clerk received £114
per annum, and the expenses generally of
carrying out the Vermin Destruction Act,
including subsidies to shire councils for
the destruction of foxes and wild animals,
amounted to £16,000. A travelling allowance to the Chief Inspector was £100
-making a total of £16,568.
The
amount was portion of that sum.
The clause was agreed to.
The Bill was reported without amendment, and the report was adopted.
On the motion of the Hon. J. M.
DAVIES, the Bill was then read a third
time, and passed.

Bill (No.4).

ASSENT TO BILLS.
The Hon. J. lVr. DAVIES presented a
message from the Governor intimating
that, at the State Government House, this
day'.. His Excellencv gave his assent to the
Railways Audit Bill and the St. Kilda
and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill.
The House adjourned at twenty-five
minutes past nine o'clock, until Tuesday~
November 13.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
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The SPEAKER took the chair at twenty
minutes to five o'clock p.m.
ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS
COMMITTEE.
The SPEAKER laid on the table his
warrant appointing Mr. Livingston to be a
member of the Elections and Qualification~
Committee in place of Mr. Fairbairn.
ASSENT TO BILLS.
Mr. BENT presented a message from
the Governor, intimating tnat, at the State
Government House, this day, His Excellency gave his assent to the Railways Audit
Bill and the St. Kildaand Brighton
Electric Street-Railway Extension Bill.
SPORTS ON EXHIBITION
GROUNDS.
SUPPRESSION OF BETTING.
Mr. GRAHAM asked the Premier if he
would inform the Housel.
Do the Exhibition Trustees make it a condition when letting their building or grounds
for sporting purposes that the provisions of the
Sports Betting Suppression Act shall be observed?
2. Is it true that the Trustees, though entitled
under the Act to advertise and post the notices
required to make the Act effectively apply to
sports on their grounds, have not in fact advertised the necessary notices, or seen that the promoters of sports do so?
3. In consequence of this failure on the part
of the Trustees, or their executive officer, to
see that such notices are advertised or given, has
betting taken place on the Exhibition grounds
contrary to the conditions of letting?
4. Will the Government promptly take steps
to see that, in connexion with a forthcoming
sporting carnival advertised to be held in the
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Exhibition grounds on 3rd, 6th, loth, and 12th served, and intend to insert the same clause in
November,. and promoted by a professional all future agreements.
gambler, named Wren, such notices are quickly
Mr. G. H. -BENNETT (Richmond, to :Mr.
advertised and given as will insure that the provisions of this Act shall effectively apply to Graham).-You ought ~o move the adsuch sports? .
journment of the House.
5. Will the Premi.er take steps to see that at
Mr. GRAHAM. - That will come soon
this so-called sp_orts carnival his promise will be
enough.
kept that the public property known as the Ex-'
hibition will not be used for so-called boxing
LICENSED PREMISES
contests for prize or gate money?
VOLUNTARILY CLOSED.
6. Will the Government give directions that
at all futur'e sports held on this public property
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT, pursuant to
not only shall the lease provide for the above
Act applying, but the Trustees shall take all an order of the House (dated September
steps necessary to make it apply?
25), presented a return showing the number

He said he held in his hand a copy of the and situation of licensed premises volunagreement that had to be entered into by tari,l y closed since i 885.
every tenant that took the Exhibition for
any purpose. One of the conditions was SOUTH AND EAST MELBOURNE
LANDS BILL.
that the tenant should observe the Sports
Betting Suppression ,Act. Hence he asked
Mr. BENT presented a message from
these questions, to each and everyone of the Governor, recommending that an approwhich he hoped the Premier would give a priation be made from the Consolidated
distinct answer ..
Revenue for the purposes of a Bill to proMr. BENT.-The replies arevide for the sale of certain Crown land in
the city of South Melbourne to the MelI. The Exhibition Trustees have always insert-ed a special clause in each and every agree- bourne and Metropolita.n Board of Works,
ment that the Sports Betting Suppression Act and to authorize the said Board "to sell cershall be observed since the Act was passed on tain land in the city of Melbourne to the
23rd December, 1901, and up to the present the
promoters have inserted the notices under sec- incorporated institution called the Victorian
Eye and Ear Hospital.
tion 4 of the Act.
The House having gone into Committee
2. The Exhibition Trustees have always compelled the tenants to observe the Sports Betting to consider the message,
Suppression Act, and insert and post the necesMr. BENT .moved-

sary notices.

Mr. WATT.-Are you sure of that of your
own personal knowledge?
Mr. BENT.-The answer to the third
question is "No".
(Laughter.) I said
No."
, Mr. ANSTEY.--We are not laughing at it.
Look in the Ministerial corner.
Mr. BENT.-The answers continue-

(I

4. The agreement with Mr, Wren and the
Exhibition Trustees provides distinctly that the
Sports Betting Suppression Act shall be observed.
5· The Exhibition Trustees wrote to the Premier on 12/7/06-

Perhaps the honorable member for Goulburn Valley did not remember that I am
one of the trusteesstating that the Exhibition building would not
be let in the future for boxing contests for prize
or gate money.

Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Richmond).-They
have lost about £400 by it.
Mr. BENT.-The answer to the last
question is6. The Exhibition Trustees have always made
it a part of the agr'eement with tenants that the
Sports Betting Suppression Act shall be ob-

That it is expedient that an appropriation be
made from the Consolidated Revenue for the
purposes of a Bill to provide for the sale of
certain Crown land in the City of South Mei.
bourne to the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board
of Works, and to authorize the said Board to
sell certain land in the. City of Melbourne to
the incorporated institution called the Victorian
Eye and Ear Hospital.

He said the object of this proposal was to
allow the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of 'Works to sell lind on Eastern
Hill, opposite the Fire Brigade Station, to
the Eye and Ear Hospital, for a site for
additions to that hospita.l, for the sum ,of
£2,5°0-£1,000 cash, the balance in ten
years at 4 per cent. In the Bill that would
be introduced the House would 'also be
asked to allow the MetroJ.Xllitan Board,
with the money that they received from the
Eye and Ear Hospital, to buy from the
Government the piece of land in South
Melbourne that was used for a store-vard
down near Dan White's--he thought it
was 3 acres in extent-for £4,000 odd,
The sum of £1,300 had been already debited to the MetroDolitan Board under 'their
£2,000,000 loan, -and it was then proposed
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that of the balance the Board should pay he did not have all the facts himself until
The statement he
to the Government the sum of £1,000 that ~ate this ~fternoon.
they received f,rom the Eye and Ear Hos- would make to-day would give the Premier
pital, and the remainder in ten years at 4 grounds to work upon in any inquiry. If the
per cent. He would ask to-morrow that honorable gentleman left it till to-morrow
this Bill should be treated as a matter of night he would not be in any' better posiurgency. He thought it well to-day to ex- , tion. After hearing what he (Mr. Lemmon)
plain the circumstances in which the Bill had to state now, the honorable gentleman
was asked for.
would have the statements made and the
The motion was agreed to, and the reso- facts in his possession, and then it wouid
lution was reported to the House, and be better for him to make the inquiry, and
afterwards inform the House of the result.
adopted.
Authority having been given to Mr. Bent That was a better way to deal with the
and Sir Samuel Gillott to introduce a Bill matter.
to carry out the resolution,
Mr. BENT.-I do not think so. It is not
"\fr. -BE:\T brouQ'ht UD a Bill "to pro- what I call English fair play, but gu
"ide for the sale of cert;in Crown land in ahead, my boy.
the city of South ~felhourne to the ~Jel
Mr. LEMMON said he was sure the Prebourne' and ~Ietropolltan Board of Works, mier, after he heard the facts, would agree
and to authorize the said Board to sell cer- that there was ample justification forpl1
tain land in the cit," of }Ielbourne tOi the
exhaustive inquiry.
incorporated institt:.ti-oo called the Victorian
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Couid YOU not meet the
E'-e and Ear Hosnital," and moved that
Premier at his office to-m~rrow, and give
it -, Ie read a first tune.
him the facts?
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
Mr. W ARDE.-Whv should not the Sab"-:1 s read a first time.
batarians know what is goIng on?
NEWPORT WORKSHOPS.
Mr. BENT (to Mr. Lemmon).-When I
SUNDAY LABOUR AND OVERTIME.
knew fighting in England both sides had
a shot at the same time, but who knows a
~Ir. LE~Il\fON said he desired to mm'e
the adjournment of the House for the pur- word about what you say?
pose of giving consideration to the question
Mr. LEMMON said that the Premier
of Sunday labour and overtime worked at would have had a few more hours' notice
the Newport Workshops.
had he been about the House earlier toTwelve honorable members having risen day.
in their places (as required bv the standing
Mr. BENT.-I was at the House at 1.30
order) to support the motion,
to-day for an hour.
_\[r. LEl\Il\IOX rose to speak.
Mr. LE~BION said he was not aware
~1r. BENT asked if the nonorable memo'f that. The fact of twenty or thirty men
ber for Williamstown would permit him to being caused to work on Sunday was justiinterpose? He said he knew nothing about fication for his moving this motion.
On
this motion. Never a word had been said Sunday evening his attention was attracted
to him about it, and he had not been in any bv seeing the engines at work at Newport,
position to ascertain the facts.
Conse- and the electric light ablaze at a qLarter to
'luently, he did not know as to the correct- 9 o'clock.
One of the train men said
ness of anything the honorable member was it was not right to see the Government
about to say. Would it not be fairer for Workshops working on a Sunday evening,
the honorab"Ie member to g[ve notice of the whilst private employers were compelled to
motion for to-morrow night? In the mean- close. He (Mr. Lemmon) could hardly betime, he (Mr. Bent) would obtain the par- lieve it was a fact that the Newport Workticulars. He knew nothing about the mat- shops were open in this way, and he made
ter to-day. Personally, he was against Sun- it his business to go into the workshops,
-dav labour.
and he found it actuallv was a fact that
Mr. LEMMON said it was not his desire at a quarter to 9 o"clock on Sunday
in any way to say or do anvthing without evening engines were puffing away, and
giving the Premier ample notice. It was men were working. He made further inthe intention of himself and the leader of quiries, and discovered from one of the
the Opposition to give the Premier the in- employes who had been caused to work that
fonnation at the earliest possible date, but the reason for this Sunday labour going on
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was that it was the desire of the Commissioners and the authorities to have a palatial car ready in order that provision might
be made for those, doubtless, who were to
attend the racing meeting next Tuesday
afternoon. He found out that on Sunday
morning nineteen carriage-builders were
rounded up by one of the scouts. These
men would otherwise have come in at
12.30 on Sunday night.
Irrespective of
their desire to attend religious observances
and of their conscientious objections
to working on Sunday, they were
compelled to go on at 6 o'clock,
and went 00 working on this particular
car fCY!' from ten to eleven hours. He
was informed that one of them came on
at 6 p.m. on Sunday, and worked all day
Monday. Another case brought under his
notice was a case where a man was due
at 12.30 on Sunday night.
He commenoed work at 6.30 p.m., and worked until
6,3° a.m. on Mooday .• He went home to
breakfast, and came back and worked all
day Monday. That man was working when
the whistle blew at 5.30 p.m. on· Monday.
Whether that man had been working continuously until now he did not know.
Those were the facts which had been
brought under his notice by one of the
men with regard to the long hours and the
unreasonable. treatment of these workmen
by the authorities.
Eleven upholsterers
were brought in. They were informed on
Saturdav at I I o'clock that they must
be .a:t Newport Works1}ops to commence
work a.t I p.m. on Sunday.
All that
the men were told apparently was that
they were ordered t·o oome in, and that
if they disobeyed they would have to rake
the ooasequences. One of the men, who
would otherwise have been attending
church in the evesning, said it was a very
~portant matter with him, as he w'as a
permanent hand, and wag entitled to compensation,
What might h'ave happened
to him if he had disobeyed the order the
man could not tell, for he said, "We have
ha.d experience of a Tory Government in
power treating men's rights in a most unfa-ir manner, and we do not know what
even the present. Government would do if
we disobeyed the order to tum up on
Sundav."
Mr. TOUI'CHER.-He put his body bef'Olre his soul.
Mr. LEMMON said the man h'ad to
consider his bread and butter, and the
bread and butter of his wife and children.
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These upholsterers were caused to come
in at I o'clock, and they h.acl to rema.in
with their arms folded until 1.30, because some of the captains of industry
were giving the car an airing by a trial
tri p . along the Werribee line. These men
started work at 1.30 p.m., and they
wCY!'ked, one until 8 o'clock, another
until
9
o'clock,
another until
10
o'clock, Rnd another until 12 o'clock.
He thought th at w'as a most dangerous
p'olicy for any man who was occupying
a public position to adopt in connexion
with working men who \vere in the employ of the State, :and _he would venture
to say that such a policy had no sympa:thty from the people. He was assured
that these men were given no option. They
were simr1y told to come in, and they
h'ad to obey the order. If a private employer in connexion with this particular
trade vemtured to cause men to work OD
Sunday he would be liable to be placed
in the stocks in a public place. That was
the penaltyl, provided under the Act of
Charles II.
That law was not actu ally
put in oper'ation here in that respect, but
it was possible! for the Government to inflict that penalty upon a private employer.
Mr. HANNAH.-If it was Prahran threy
would put it in force.
Mr. LEMMON said the Factories Act
provided that as far as the private empI'oyer in this trade was concerned he
was not to work his employes after
2
p.m. on Saturday afternoon or
before 7.30 3J.m. on Moodav, but it
was found that th1e Factories Act, which
was one 'Of the laws of the land, W as com~
pletely flouted by the Railways Commissioners, in order that their gre'at desire to
have that palatial car ready at the
earliest possible' dat1e might be achieved
There were also four fitters on this job
dU'fing the course of the car's construction. These men had ro do night shiftswithout any extra p'ay. being awarded.
The rules of the Engineers' Society, which
were observed by all private contractors,
were floc~ed 'and set aside. Time and a
half ha.d to be paid under these conditions in nrivate enf1erprise, but no such
rule was recognised in this case. In connexioo with the upholstering work, he
would point out that the private elnplayers in the 'furnishing husiness recognised time ~and a half, and al~o gawe tea
monev. One of the men on this iob had
to work so continuously that he was not
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permitted time off to get his meals.
He
(?\lr. Lemmon) thought these facts were
of sufficient import anQe to justify the Government in maki.ng an exhaustive inquiry.
The fact that the Railways Commissioners
did not intend to observe the rule with
regard to extra rates for this work' was
brought out in connexion with the butty
gangs.
One gang of casual employes
were asked to do Sunday work.
They
refused to obey the 'order.
They were
informed th at they would have the opportunity of working, and that they would
only get bare time for their labour on
Sunday.
He understood that this job
was standing idle for about a month, and
th at no men were working on it, but all
of 'a sudden down came instructions that
this car must be got ready, and this large
number of men were brought in on Sun\day to get the car ready at the learliest
possible date.
The order was that the
car must be ready by Wednesday in order
that a tri al tri p might be had, and then
it was to go to Alburv to bring over people
from NI'ew South Wales who were coming
here to attend the racing at Flemington,
and so demonstrate to the world the desire of the Government to put down horseracing an:d gambling in the most stringent
manner.
Mr. BENT.-YOU fancv that when you
ane rubbing in vinegar it" h as the effect" of
\'itriol.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You seem to be
enjoying it.
~Jr. LE~rMON said the matter was one
of great importance.
Mr. BENT.-Why do you not say it
,ras to take the Government to the Cup?
Mr. LEMMON said he ventured to state
that if the Premier and the Railways Commissioners were at Flemington on Cup
Day they would be glad to receive the
congratulations of Vice-Royalty,
and
the people who had travelled by the
car would, no doubt, add their congratulations on the part of themselves and
their friends.
No doubt plenty of congratulations would be poured on the Minister bv those who had the pleasure of
using this car. Thre railway men had no
desire to work seven days a week. Whatever the opinion of the Premier might be
on that subiect, he (Mr. Lemmon) held
th at the railway men had no desire to
,,'ork seven days a week, irrespective of
the monev thev might get for that work.
Their desire ,,,ras to work six days a week,
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and to be paid fair wages for that work.
J f extra work had to be done they preferried that it should be done by outsiders.
He understood another car was to be
built, and if no objection was taken to
Sunday work and to the long hours that
men were compelled to work, the Railways Commissioners, or those who were responsiblle, might ccmsider that they would
be perfectly entitled to go on with Sunday work in connexion with this second
palatial car.
It was the duty of the
Government to issue an order to prevent
the recurrence of this kind of thing, and
also to asaertain who was responsible for
what, to his mind, was an outrage upon
the accepted industrial conditions of this
State, and upon the feelings of the people.
He thought that these men who were compelled to work on Sunday, many of them
.against their \will, should be paid the
same rate as private employers were compelled to pay fo.r overtime and Sunday
labour. He hoped the Gov/trnment would
consider what h~ had shated to be of
sufficient importance to prompt the Goyernment to make an exh austive inquiry
so as to see who was responsible, and
also to take action and prevent a recurrence af this most unfortunate st~ate, of
affairs in connexion with the Government
Workshops.
Mr. BOWSER remarked that he
agr/eed with the honor able member that
there were circumstances in connexion with
this case which required to be looked into
by the Government, but he could not understand the refusal of the honorablle
member, when app~aled to by the Premier, to give the honorable gentleman an
opportunity of having- the 'other side of
the case presented at the s arne time. The
Railways Commissioners might have a
'\"Iery good answer to the statements which
had been made by the hanorable member,
who had acted, he thought, somewhat unfairly in refusing the Premier and the
Commissioners an 'opportunity of having
their case prtesented to the House. The
statements made by the honorable member might be perfect! v true, or they might
be untrue.
If they were untrue there
would be again an illustnation of the old
saying, that a lie would go half-way round
the world while Truth was putting on her
boots. He felt some indignation that the
honorable member should have treatted the
Premier so unf,airly.
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Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Do not be so
mournful.
Mr. BOWSER said he regretted that
statements of a serious character with regard to the administration of the railways had been brought before the House
in this way, and he also regretted that the
House would not be in possession of the
facts of both sides in order to arriwe at
a conclusion in this important matter.
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that
he desired to point out that the honorable
member for Williamstown had ~adopted a
perfectly reasonable attitude. The claim
of the Government with regard to notice
being given of an intention to move the
adjournment of the House had not
been the custom in this House until very
lately. Motions for the adjournment could
be moved without ,any notice, true first the
Ministers hearing of the matter being at
the time the motion was moved.
When
the P'remier came into the House the honorable gentleman was acquainlted with
what was intended, and he (Mr. Prendergast) h.~d been looking for him for about
The honorable
an hour before that.
gentleman knew that it was the intention
to have given notice, and notice was given
as quickly as it could be given, though he
did not admit that notice was neCeSs.a.rv. A
statement with r,egard to the matter 'compI ained of had now been made, and the
House had a right to ,a statement from the
What had been stated by
Government.
the honorable member who movled the adjournment appeared to be true on the face
of it.
It was against the public policy
of the State that these things should hapIpen, and .it would be wise on th,e part of
the PremIer to m.~ke a statement in the
House so that the policy of the Government in connexion with the matter might
he known.
He felt there 'was truth in
what had been stated. He could not see
what necessity there could be for doing
this class of work on Sundav. He knew
that this car had been under construction
for a considerable period, ~'lnd it' was
supposed to have been comDleten.
He
di.d not know whether the work in connexion with it had heen .necessitated bv
some alterations being unrlertaken, or
somethin~ new being dooe in connexion
with the car.
As he had s,qid, h was
suppo~d to be completed, and a notifi(',~
tion had been issued invitinQ' members to
go and see the c:u. which was to be on
view. It appeared that the Railways Com~
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missioners were determined to have Sunday work, becauSle times out of number,
when the .attention of the Premier was
drawn in the Hom:;e to work being done
on Sundays, the matter complained of
had gone on the next week, and the week
succeeding that, without the slightest at·tention being paid at all to what had blee~
said in the House.
Th.at had occurred
on several occasions.
His party had not
brought thes.e instances up in the House,
but had asked the Premier privately about
Hte had written to the honorable
them.
gentlerr.:an three or four times about Sunc1.ay labour and overtime, and other honorable members on the Op position side had
d one the same, and no attention h ad been
paid to these representations.
It was
time, therefore, that attention was drawn to
the matter publicly.
This l.ast instance
was the worst instanae of this kind of
thing. If the Premier did not desire that
this :SIOrt of thing should be done, he
should make the man who was responsible
for what ~ad happen~d pay the penalty.
The Pnemler had clrumed in the p.apers
during the last few days that men would
work nin~ days in t~e week, but here was
a case wher,e men did not want to work
more. than the . legitimate hours, and if
ow~rtlme had to be worked they desired
th.~t others sh~)Uld be employed, so that
thes.e others mIght become useful citizens
and be. in a position to support their wive~
and chIldren.
The men did not want to
work nine days a week. He (Mr. Prendergast) knew' that the bulk of the men
wanted to work forty-eight hours a week,
or reasonable hours, and desired that the
overtime ~houl~ be done by other people.
In conneXlon WIth the Government Printing
Office the men complained, and promises
had been made th at the grievance would
be attended to. Here was an instance of
a flagrant abuse creeping into the Department in spite of the Premier's promise
and asseveration that it should not take
place.
He would call on the Premier to
protect the workmen in the Railwav De.
partment.
1\1r. HANNAH observed that a fortnight ago last Saturdav he went with a
number of visitors fro~ other States in
company with the honorable member' for
Jika Jika, to the Newport Workshops,
and they saw this car which had been
mentioned by the honorable member for
Williamstown under construction.
The
visitors were told that the car was: going
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to be ready, and there had been an opportunity at that time to work extra time,
or to have put on an additional staff of
joiners and fitters if that was desired. But
t.hat was not done.
He would therefore
ask the Premier and the House what reason was there now for the particular haste
that was shown, and for compelling the
men e\l1gaged on the car to work upon Sundav.
So o{a:r as he was able to judge,
more men could have been put upon the
car at that time, and it could have been
finished. The opportunity to do this, however, was not availed of, and then extra
work had to be done last Sunday, because
this car was required to be finished by
Cup time. There was another matter to
which he thooght the attention of the Minister should be directed. Indeed, he had
felt it was so important that he thought
the adjournment of the House might have
been moved to discuss it. Less than two
weeks ago an advertisement appea:red in
the AKe newspaper for joiners who were
first-class men, and they were to apply to
the Government Labour Bureau, 145 Kingstreet. Two men answered the advertiseThey had been registered, and
ment.
were told to go to the Newport Worksho ps. On going there they were informed
that the wages would be 9s~ a day. They
pointed out that the ruling rate of wages
for joiners on that class of work was lOS.
a dav, but thev were informed that onlv
9S. ~ day wou'Id be paid, and that the
previous 'week some nine hands had been
put on at 9S. a day. The two men being
unionists, belonging to the Carpenters'
Societv, thev' had to refuse the work. The
Commissioners claimed that they paid
higher rates than were paid to outside
workmen, but he would direct the attention
of the Premier to this matter as being a
case where men were blocked from receiving the current rate of wages. He knew
the Premier could not and would not defend sl~h a principle.
The Premier
would recollect that since he (Mr. Hannah)
had been in the House he had repeatedly,
as also had his colleague, Mr. Sollv,
drawn the attention of the Government to the way in which the Railway
Department persisted in employing men on
Saturdav evenings, and particularly on Soo.days, ,\ithout paying them an increased
rate. Private employers outside-at least
those who employed men belonging to most
unions-had to pay double time or time
and a half if they employed men on SunMr. Hannah.
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days. W:as it a fair thing that for the
convenience of the Government and of
those who had charge of works such as the
Central Railway Station, men should be
kept at work all Saturday night and Sunday, and onlv receive the ordinary rate of
pay? Notwithstanding that the heads of
certain branches had insisted that extra pay
should be allowed, only the ordinary rate
was' paid. In many instances, there was
no need for work to be done on Sunday,
but men were put on. To his positive
know ledge, this had been done in connexion with the railway offices at Spencerstreet. This matter had come under the
notice of the Premier, and he (Mr. Hannah) would ask the honor~ble gentleman
was there anv necessity for men to be employed on S'undays t~ paint the railway
offices when it could have been done at
other times if a little effort had been put
forth on the part of those interested? The
Government should put its foot down on
Sunday labour. With respect to the Newport ,,:orkshaps, it had been stated in the
House repeatedly that the wood~orkers
h:l~l been brought back time after tIme at
night, accidents harl happened, and the
question was asked the Premier if the Commissioners could not employ two shifts,
but it was said it was necessary for the
work to be done.
If it was necessarv for work to be done in the interests
Gf the State, surely arrang~ments could be
made for two set;. of men. That could
have been done in the case which had bee,n
brought before the House by the honorable member for Williamstown, instead of
forcing men to work on Sunday. Two sets
ot men could have 'been employed, particularly if the union wage which was paid
by outside employers was paid by the RailThe honorable mem~er
wa y Department.
for Williamstown had done the right th1l1g
by taking the earliest opportunity of placing the matter before the House, a~d the
honorable member's action would glye tr.e
Premier an opportunity of inquiring not
only into this matter, but into others, and of
clipping the wings of those gentlemen who
were prepared to bring the conditions of
other countries here. It behoved the Government to put down its foot strongly in connexion with Sunday work where it was not
a questi<!n of the convenience of the public,
but where it was largely being forced upon
the employes by a gentleman who had come
from a country where the people were not
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so particular with reference to Sunday employment as the people of this State.
~lr. SOLLY said it was to be regretted
that the Commissioners had seen fit to have
th.is work done on Sunday. It appeared to
him that no objection could be taken to work
that was absolutely necessary in the interests of the State being done at any time,
but in the building of a carriage. surely
there were plenty of men i.n the S.tate who
were quite capable of US1l1g their efforts
through the week without men being en·
gaged to work on the Sabbath.
He
thought every member deep I y reg~tted th~t
the Commissioners had taken this step 111
regard to Sunday labour.
It was not only
in connexion with the Newport workshops
that fault was to be found, but there was
it general tendency on the part of the Commissioners to increase Sunday labour by the
advertisements which appeared regularly on
Saturday night pointing out the various
beauty spots where the people could go o~
Sunday mornings and afternoons. Thls
was a Jdouble inducement for people to take
advantage of the Sunday trains,and Sun·
~a\" labour was increased.
It was necessa;y to a la.rge extent to give the p~o'p~e,
particularly the factorv workers, facllitles
to get away froIll the metropolis on Sunday; but was it necessary to clean cars
and carriages on Sundav?
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Is it a work of charity
or necessitv?
Mr. SOLLY said it was not a work of
charitv and he was also certain it was not
a work of necessity.
There were a large
number of young lads-from 100 to 200whose ages ranged from fourteen to eighteen years,· who were forced to return to
their work on Sunday mornings at 7 o'clock
to clean cars.
It appeared to him that
that was absolutely unnecessary.
Surely
there were a sufficient number of young
boys requiring and deservin~ employm~nt
who could be taken on to do the work duro
ing the week.
He (Mr. Solly) considered
that the reason why this Sunday labour had
taken place was, to a great extent, beca~se
t~ Minister of Railwavs was too busy WIth
his other engagements.
He cPntenlded
that the Minister of Railways should de·
vote his whole time to looking after the
Railway Department.
Instead of that the
honorable gentleman had very little time,
indeed, to watch over the interests of the
Department, and the whole concern w.as
left entirelY' in the hands of the COlrums·
fiioners.
JAs far as the Chief Commis·
t
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sioner was concerned, he should be informed that if Sunday labour was the practice in Canada or in other parts of the
world where he had been, it was not the
practice in Victoria or the Australasian
States generally to allow Sunday. labour
where it was not necessarv.
Action. had
been taken on various occa~ions against the
Chinese gardeners, who found it necessary
in their own interests to work their little
bit'S of property on 'Sundays.
The Government had insisted on prosecutions, and
fine~ and penalties had been imposed. If
the Government was prepared to take acti.on
against a certain section of the, commun~ty
for working on Sunday.. surely the Premier
should put his foot down with regard to
the State employes working 00l Sunday.
He had heard the honorable gentleman reo
peatedly state that he was opposed t? Sun·
day labour, and the honorable gentlemaJ,l
had also repeatedly stated that the men deshed to work on Sunday.
He (Mr. Solly)
knew for a positive fact that it was not the
dE-sire of the railway men to work on Sun·
day, but the reason why there was so much
Sunday labour was because it was cheap.
The same rate of pay was paid on Sunday
as through the week.
I f the GCJfVernment
insisted on double rates being paid for
Sunday labour, the Commissioners would
restrict work on the Sabbath as far as they
possibly could, because at the end of twelve
months the balance-sheet would not show
so favorably as it did now.
But, while
the Commi;sioners could get \vork done on
Sundav at the same rate as was paid
through the week, it meant excessive wo{king on the Sabbath, and he was afraid, if
no action was taken, Sunday labour would
increase. If it was a fact, as the honcrable member for Williamstown stated, that
work which was not necessary had been
done in the Newport workshops on ~ Sun·
day, the Premier should make a statemen:
that no work would be done on Sunday
that was unnecessary.
The Chief Commissioner was prepared to go on building
cars on Sunday, though public meetings
had been held on various occasions protestiw-r .against Sundav labour on the railways.
The Council of Churches had condemned
the whole principle of Sunday labour' as
far as the trai'I1 service was concerned. He
did not know what they ,Fould say-and
the Premier seemed to be led a good deal
bv them-when they heard that the whole
of the machines at Newport were running
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from dinner time on Sunday until all hours
on Sunday night.
Mr. LEMMoN.-Only part of them.
Mr. SOLLY said if only part of the machinery was running it was unwarrantable.
I t could not be justified bv the Conunissioners, because. there were any amount of
men in the community prepared to do the
work on week days.
He sincerely trusted
that the Premier 'would make a statement
to-morrow on this matter, and say that this
work should not be carried on.
'Mr. WARDE said he regretted very
much that cause had arisen for this matter
to be ventila)ted in the House, but he
thought the honorable member for Williamstown had taken the only steps he could
have taken.
The honorable member had
made a statement of what he found from
his own personal inspection at the Newport
workshops at the time what was complained
of was in 0r>:eration.
The honorable member for Wangaratta said he thought the
honorable member for \Villiamstown should
have withheld any statement until such time
as the Minister of Railways had had an
opportunity of consulting ~vith the Commissioners. Before the Premier could consult with the Commissioners the honorable
member for Williamstown had to make his
statement to give the Premier an opportunity
of investigating the charges.
The honoI'dble member for Williamstown distinctly
stated that he went to the Newport work5hops at a <luarter-past nine on Sunday
night, that the electric light was on, that
certain machines were going, and that men
were doing vwrk.
That would be notbing
\'ery serious under special circumstances.
Iil cases of emergency it was often necessary that that sort of work should go on.
In a hundred and one instances that
might be brought before the House
in l.arge industries when emergencies
arose it was impossible to do otherwise, however unpalatable it might be
to call men from their homes to attend
If the statement of the honor,
to work.
able member for Williamstown was correct,
and there was no reason ,,,hy his statement
should be doubted, as he ap'peared to have
inquired from the men employed on the
job, this was not emergency work at all,
b:.lt from the statement of the honorable
member the Commissioners deliberately
went out of their wa,y to put men to work
to construct an observation car to run from
~relbourne to Alburv. to connect with the
S~ dney train in time for the holidays. The
J
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railway to Sydney was completed a great
number of years ago, there had never
been any observation car on it all the years
it had been in existence, and did honorable members think it mattered whether
that observation car was ready in three
months or six months?
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzro y).-Or six
years?
. Mr. WARDE .-Or six years; or, if it
was never built at all.
.
i'dr. GAuNsoN.-Do you know why the
observation car is like the Gaming Bill?
They are both getting ready for the Melbourne Cup.
l\Ir. V\T ARDE said that might be so, but
from his point of view the construction of
this car was not a work of necessity or
emergency, and therefore the first point the
Government had to consider was,' why did
the Commissioners commit such a breach of
the ordinary working law of Victoria as to
put men to 'work finishing an observation
car which the JA-oople did not require, and
which hundreds of people would never look
at once it was running on the line. There was
only one excuse for violating the generally
accepted principle of the Sabbath, and that
was that the work must be work of necessitv.
Under the regulations made under the Factories Act Sunday labour and overtime work
had been penalized bv making a legal
ch.arge of time and a half up to double time.
If the construction of this. car was not a
work of necessity there was no right whatever for men to be employed on it on a Sunday. If it was a work of emergency extra pay
should have been given to the employes to
prevent work that was not absolutely necess:uv being done.
If work was not of an
emergency character, there was no manufacturer or emplover in the countrv who would
pay men 50 per cent. extra for oyertime, or
100 ner cent. extra on. Sundays.
It ap·
pfared to him (Mr. Warde) that the Commissioners had gone .3. long way out of their
road to violate one of the first principles
of the commujiity, and to defraud the
workers of the increased pay they shoulrl
have had for working on Sunday.
The
honorable member for
the Railwa\'s
Service eMr. Hannah) had stated th-at
men had been debarred from getting
work at Newport workshops because
thJe ordinary rates of wages which
w'ere paid by outside emploYers were not
naid.
The honorable member for Willia.mstown said there were eleven upholsterers working on Sunday to stuff the
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He (Mr.
cushions of the observation. car.
Warde) had been connected with the furniture trade all his life, and he knew
there was not the slightest necessity to compel these upholsterers to work on the Sabbath.
At the present time there were at
least fifteen unemployed upholsterers in the
city of Melbourne ready to do the work.
The Premier should welcome the exposure
of the tactics of the Railways Commissioners when he was beseiged by men every
day who desired not to work overtime or on
Sunday~ but to work the ordinary day of
eight hours, in order to maintain themselves
and their families decently.
It would
have been better for the community if the
Commissioners had faken on the fifteen upholsterers who were at present unemploy~d.
He trusted the Premier would make inquiries into this matter, and that he
would, if he possibly could, prevent
the time of Parliament having to be continually taken up in order that these things
might be hammered away at.
There was
haldly a session during which hours and
hours of the public time were not taken up
in exposing the wrongs of the Railway Department.
A few sessions ago there was
.a diSCUSSIon night after night in connexion
with the action of the Department in buyIng Chinese furniture in defiance of the
order of Parliament.
When that matter
in connexion with the furniture trade was
under consideration the late Premier and
Treasurer, Mr. Irvine, said that he would
see that the provisions of the Factories
Act would apply to the workmen at Newport.
Mr. Irvine was the means-and credit must be given to those who deserved it
-of compelling the Railways Commissioners to observe the determination of the
Wages Board in connexion with the wages
of certain operatives who were getting lower
The Prewages than outside employes.
mier was opposed to Sunday l?-bour.
He
had expressed himself repeatedly as being
oJ.=.posed to it, and if he found that the5e
men had been p:ut on to work on
an observation car, as. to which it
was of .no importance whether it was
completed in ten years' time or not,
and that thev had been brou~ht from their
homes on Sundav and worked inordinatelv
long hours, as stated by the honorable me~
ber for Williamstown, who made personal
investigation of the matter, then he (Mr.
Warde) said the honorable gentleman would
fail in his dutv to P arliamen£ and the
country if he did not cause the CommisSession 1906-[88]

Newport Workshops.

2433

sjoners to pay overtime rates to the men
who had been compelled to work against
their wishes.
He did not believe the Premier desired Sunday labour, and he thought
the honorable gentleman would say that it
wa;:; far better that men who were unem-.
ployed might have. as far as possible,
what surplus work there was, and that men
inside the service should not \,york more
hours than the accepted hours of labour
in this community.
He trusted that the
Commissioners would be compelled to do
justice to the employes, that th~ Premier
would inquire into the matter, that the hon·
orable gentleman would assert his own objections to Sunday labour, and that if th~
honorable gentleman found that these men
had been put on to simply finish 3;n observation car which was of no necessity, and
which the vast majority of people would
not have sufficient money to use, he would
see that such a state 6f affairs was not
allowed to continue.
If the people who.
were going to use this car on their holidays needed it to be constructed they
should have to pay extra for it, so that
some solatium should be given to the men
who had been kept labouring on the Sabbath.
Mr. GA UNSON said he had spoken on
a subject like this on a previous occasion.
He thought the whole House knew that he
did not pretend to be a religious man.
Mr. WARDE.-I did not spe,!k from that
point of view.
Mr. GAUNSON said he had found from
long experience that it was highly beneficial
not to speak on the subject from a religious
stand-point.
It was highly necessary for
a man to see that he had one day's rest in
seven.
From his own experience as a
working lawyer and as a working politician
he had been in the habit of reading political and legal works in his office on Sunday, and he had now given it up. He found
he was the better for it. It was highly
necessary that those who professed to lead a
religious life should have an opportunity
of attending public worship.
He could
not see anything in worse taste--even only
looking at the question as a matter of taste
-than to prevent anv man who desired to
do so from having th~ opportunity of saying
whether he would or would not forgo his
Sunday, and compel him to work on that
da y, when he might desire to go to a pI ace
of public worship with his wife and children, Or to go elsewhere. From the time
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the Mosaic laws were handed to us-down
to as late a period, at all events, as that
of Charles I.-Sunday was kept very
strictly.
The m.atter must be looked at
in this light.
Once let in the flood waters
in a great public Department, and where
was the thing going to stop?
All the
shops in Melbourne, all the business houses
and places of amusement of every sort,
might all be opened on Sunday, and there
would be no difference between Sunday and
an" other day of the week.
The result
would be that the week of six days would
become a week of seven days, and that
peolJle "'ould be worked out of their lives
in an unreasonabl y short space of time.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-There is something like
that in some places in Europe now.
Mr. GAUNSON asked were the people
any better for it?
~[r. BEAZLEY.-No.
~Ir. GAUNSON said he ,,'as obliged to
the honorable member for his interjection.
I t pointed out that we were t,aking life in
a more humane .and civilized style, bv insisting on our workmen having the se~'entll
dav for themselves, than was the ('ase in
some pa rts of the Continent.
If a man
was 0111\' gdting 305. a week, and saw the
prospect of getting an extra JOS. for
working on Sunday, would he not cheerfully go to work, with a view of inneas.
ing the comforts of his wife and children?
A man's wife might be sick, or his children
might he sick and human nature was such
that one could not resist such a temptation.
TI1f:' law had ordained that. whether
tempted or not, one must not yield. The
snbie('t nf lPQ'islation in regard' to Sunday
labour was a verv interesting one.
In
the- t~me of Ch.arles I., the Puritans were
prettv strong.
An HONORABLE ~fEMBER.- The Puritans
here are prettv strong.
Mr. GA UN SO N said he did not consider
those people who were lambasting the Government to pass the Gaming Bill were
Puritans.
They were mock purists.
He
would scorn to use the same term to those
persons as was used to the strong heroic
characters who were Puritans in the time of
the Stuart dynasty.
In 1625-the first
year of the reign of Charles I.-there was
an Act passed for "punishing diverse abuses
committed on the Lord's day, called Sunday."
That Act pointed out that the
Sabbath was profaned by people attending
common plays and in other ways. If that
were allowed now, ladies and gentlemen
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would be found playing in our theatres,
and an enormous number of persons who
could find nothing better to do would go
and listen to them.
Two years laterin 1627-an Act was passed for the further revision of sundry abuses committed
011 the Lord's cLay.
Then they came to
the expression "commonly called Sunday," and that expression prevailed from
the 17th century fo the 18th century-to
1781.
Under our existing law all the labour that the law permitted was this-only
cErt.ain definite things were excepted.
L::.twyers and doctors might work on Sun·
da y. and works of necessity and charity
might be done.
Priests might work 011
Sunday.
Mr.' SANGSTER.-Seamen can work on
Sunday.
Mr. GAUNSON said of course they must
work while they were travelling.
Mr. SANGSTER.-In harbor. too.
Mr. GAUNSON said ther'e might be a
certain amount of necessitv.
Reference
had been made to the Chinese gardeners
being fined for working on Sunday.
He
was not sufficiently versed in the subject of
vegetable-growing to know wh~ther that
was a work of necessitv or not.
He was
rather inclined to think it was.
l\fr. WATT.-No.
Mr. GAUNSON said he thought it was
a work of necessity.
The honorable mem,·
bel' did not know' anything about it.
Mr. WATT .-1 see them working every
Sunday.
Mr.' GAUN'SON said the gardeners held
that the plants must have a good square
meal three times a day. like human beings.
and it was on that principle they watered
their p1:mts three times a dav.
Mr: WATT.-The honorable member for
Lowan is laughing at you.
:Mr. GAUN'SON said he did not think
the honorable member for Lowan knew anything about the matter.
He was in doubt
as to whether watering gardens on Sunday
was a work of necessity, but, at the same
time, our own people should be compelled
to observe the same laws as the Chinese.
He mt.st re-echo the words of the honorable
member for Flemington that if these meq
were called upon to work on Sunday, and
declined to do so, their superior officers
might say to them, "If you do not choose
to work when we ask YOll, the time may
come when we will give you the shunt."
There was no question that that might be
done. These men had been called to do
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work on Sunday that was clearly not work
of necessity. If this observation car was
wanted in time for the Melbourne Cup, it
could have been obtained earlier without
any Sunday labour at all. But if men were
employed on Sundays on work of that kind
they should get larger pay with the view of
putting a stop to that kind of thing altogether. Was it intended to ask Mr. Tait
to work every Sunday?
Mr. HANNAH.-He is the dictator.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not want to
make any observation with regard to that
interjection, but he certainly did think it
was a wrong thing altogether for the Railway Department to employ men on Sunday
on this class of work. It was the thin end
of the wedge. If that sort of thing was
allowed to go on in our great State Department, which should be the exemplar of our
little world, why should not all the rest of
the community be at work on Sunday?
Mr. WATT .-It is about time you joined
the Labour Party again.
Mr. GAUNSON said it was immaterial
what party he joined. He joined the party
of conscience, and if he thought fit to join
the Labour Party he would do so, and he
did not care a brass button for any opinion
expressed bv the honorable member 'for Essendon.
man could get up in this
House and speak except by the leave of
that honorable member, and no one else was
to be allowed to have a conscienoe at all.
Mr. WATT .--':"'A lawyer with a conscience !
Mr. GA UNSON said he was much older
than the honorable member for Essendon,
who might never live to attain his years.
Mr. WATT.-I hope not, if I behave
like you do.
Mr. GAUNSON said that whether he behaved well Or ill was for the Speaker to

No

saVe

-Mr. WATT.-And your constituents.
Mr. GA UNSON said he was quit~
wHling to take their opinion.
Mr. WATT .-Where are they now?
Mr. GAUNSON said his constituents
were not yet ended. In his opinion, an
absolute stop should be put to Sunday
labour except when it was actually necessary, or for charity, and he did not think
that anyone in his sober senses would take
up any other position.
Mr. BEAZLEY said he desired to join
with those who had already spoken in
favour of the motion. Honorable members
could not be too jealous in insisting that
every man should, as far as possible, have
[88]-2
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the benefit of his Sunday-one day in the
seven. He had referred by an interjection
to what was done in this respect on the
Continent of Europe. At Rome, at Naples,
and at Paris, the shops were open on Sunday afternoon, and thousands of people
worked seven days in the week the whole
year through. When the late Mr. John
Woods was a member of this House he
was at one time a strong advocate of the
opening of the Public Library on Sunday,
but after he paid a visit to India in company with the present Premier, and saw the
Sunday work that went on there, he was
one of the strongest opponents of the Sunday opening of the library.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-I will be inclined to
vo"te against it in the future, if I get a
chance.
Mr. BEAZLEY said he was spoken to
the other day by a man in the Public Service about this Sundav labour, and this
man advocated the payment of increased
wages for Sunday work. He (Mr. Beazley)
said he did not "believe in increased Sunday
pay himself, because he believed that the
work should be distributed among a greater
number of men, and that there should be no
special inducement for any man to work on
Sundav. He could not altogether blame a
man \vho worked on Sunday for extra pay.
but he considered that no extra pay should
be o"ffered, but that i'f a man was compelled
to work on Sunday as a matter of urgency,
special rates should be paid to him. This
man said to bim, " If I refused to work on
Sunda\', I would be sent up countrv, or I
would be told to do work of an unpleasant
character. I would not be told that that
was done . because I refused to work -on
Sunday, but that would be the effect of it."
The building of this particular railway carriage was certainlv not a matter of urgency.
What would be the opinion of the public
if a man engaged a painter to paint his
house, and told him that he must do the
work on Sundav because he wanted the
work finished before Christmas?" In a case
of that sort the man would find himself met
bv public indignation.
"Mr. BAILEs.-The law would be put in
force to stop him.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-Certainly. Yet here
the Government did what no private person
'would be allowed to do. He had previous] y expressed himsel"f strongly on the
question of Sundav labour, and he was
sure there should - be a strong protest
against it by this House, and a strong determination that it should 'llot be allowed to
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exist as it existed in Paris, Rome, Naples,
and other plaoes. Within the last two or
three years, he remembered seeing a statement in the press that in France ;:t Bill was
introduced into the Legislature securing to
the working men one day's rest in seven,
and that showed the extent of Sunday
labour in that country.
1\1r. 1\fcGREGOR.-That Bill was carried
by over 300 votes to I.
1\1r. BEAZLEY said that a measure of
that kind would not meet the case in this
country, although it might be a relief to
some extent in France .. It was not sufficient to give a man one day in seven. The
great thing was to have one particular day
in seven observed as a day of rest, otherwise if a man did not know what day of
the week he would have to himself, the rest
was not of much use to him.
Mr. McCUTCHEON said that, although
sitting behind the Government, he could not
refrain from expressing sympathy with the
motion, provided that the facts, or alleged
facts, had been correctly. stated. He had
no reason to doubt that the honorable member who moved the motion spoke of
these matters from his own knowledge,
but he (Mr. McCutcheon) thought that
honorable members should wait to get a
report from the parties concerned before
arriving at a decided opinivn. He wished
to emphasize the fact that no employer,
State or otherwise: had any right to employ
a man on Sunday if it could be avoided.
He did not think that any respectable employer in Melbourne did that kind of
thing. Private employers avoided Sunday
work wherever they possibly could. At the
same time, he wanted to point out that honorable members on the Opposition side frequently clamoured and complained that certain work was not done by the Government,
and that such and such monopolies were
not placed in the hands of the Government,
instead of being "left to private enterprise.
Now, here was an instance in which the
Gm'ernment undertook to ao a certain
kind of work. He did not allude to the
running of trains. The running of trains
and the building of carriages were two
He could undertotall v different things.
stand the necessity of running trains on
Sunda y to a certain extent, but he could not
understand the necessity of building carriages on Sundav, yet here was a Government, \vhich had no soul to be saved nor
bod~· to be kicked, allowing men to be employed in this work on Sunday.
SUTely
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this was a strong argument in favour of the
continuance of rrivate enterprise.
Mr. HANNAH.-On the co.n.trary, if we
had a strong Government that would soon
be put down.
Mr . WATT.-Yes j forty-four hours per
week.
Mr. McCUTCHEON said it was possible to locate private enterprise, and to put
one's finger on the man who broke the law.
That had been done over and over again in
connexion with the Factories Act and in
connexion with Wages Boards. But here
was an instance in which the Government itself did a certain kind of work and was
able with impunity to break the laws which
were rigorously enforced against private individuals. If that was the kind of thing
that was going to be done under Government control, the less Government control
there was, unless in matters of extreme necessity, the better it would be for the community.
Mr. ANSTEY said the honorable member
who had just resumed his seat had affirmed
that the Government had no soul to be saved
nor body to be kicked.
1v1r. BENT .-Nowhere, anywhere, at any'
time.
Mr. ANSTEY said the facts that had
been presented to the House were very interesting, and especially interesting considering that at the present time we
had a Government, some of the members of which had been marching
through the land whistling hymns and offering up prayers in public places. They
went to little Bethels and offered UD thanksgivings to the Almighty and loudi y advertised their goodness, and yet they took
every opportuni~y of violating. .the very
moral code which they set up for other people to follow. These Ministers desired to
set up a moral code in the community with
regard to gambling, betting, and horse racing.
Mr. BENT.-Can you not leave that
alone?
Mr. ANSTEY.-No. This was a splendid opportunity for pushing it home. The
Government said they wanted to put down
gambling, and yet here they were violating
the moral law and working men all night
and on Sunday in order to enable them to
bring people over here from Sydney to the
Where were the holy
Melbourne Cup.
Joes behind the Government who were so
loud in their speeches on the Licensing
Bill?
Where was the holy Joe from
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Borung? That honorable member did
not have a word to say against the Government on this occasion.
Mr. GAUNSON rose to a point of order.
He said that, speaking in Committee, he
used the phrase "holy Joe," and it had
been ruled out of order by the Chairman.
The honorable member for Brunswick now
used the same expression. Was it parliamentary or unparliamentary?
The SPEAKER.-A great deal depends
on how it is used. If the honorable member takes the expression to himself-Mr. GAUNSON .-Oh, no.
The SPEAKER.-I hardly think it is
a proper way to describe any honorable
member j but I do not think that any honorable member has so far taken it to himself.
1\1r. ANSTEY said he certainly would not
apply such a term to the honorable member
for the Public Officers. He would rather
designate that honorable member as an
"unholy Joe."
He had ~pplied the
expression to those honorable members
who went psalm-singing, who went to
church regularly on Sunday and gave
thanks to God, and at the same time did
not care a "continental" whether other
men were working all the time, in oraer to
enable a number of people to be brought
here from Sydney for the purpose of gambling. If it was not out of order, he would
call attention to the grammatical snufflebuster from Wangaratta. He was sQrry that
that honorable member was not present.
The SPEAKER.-If the honorable
member is referring in that way to the
honorable member for Wangaratta. he must
withdraw.
Mr. ANSTEY said he withdrew the expression, with apologies. There were three
things to be considered in this case. First
of all, the men were worked on Sunday, in
contravention of all rules and regulations.
There was no charity in it, and no rea;l
necessitv for it. It was merely a defiance
of all the rules and regulations which private employers were called upon to comply
with. If a private employer worked his men
overtime he must pay them overtime for it.
If men were worked overtime in the Public
Service they were not paid overtime. This
showed dearly and distinctly that the Government were not sincere in imposing such
conditions on private employers, because
they themselves refused to comply with the
same conditions in regard to work that was
done for the State.
There could be no
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strong.er testimony to the insincerity
and
hypocriS¥
of the
Government.
It showed the insincerity of their loudmouthed professions of their own goodness, and of their talk about the maintenance of the Sabbath.
Where were these
gentlemen now? Even the honorable member for Goulburn Valley had not a word to
say about the employment of men on Sunday in order to make it possible for fashionable people to be brought here from Sydney in order that they might gamble at the
Melbourne Cup.
Mr. BENT said he was exceedingly sorry
that an opportunity liad not been given of
hearing both sides on this question.
At
present only one side had been heard. Of
course the matter had been introduced to
the House by the honorable member who
moved the motion in a spirit of British fair
play.
The honorable member said the
object was to bring people from Sydney
to see the Melbourne CuP, and the members
who followed him had -said ditto. Then,
of course, instead of getting information in
a proper manner, the subject was used for
pOlitical purposes, and for the purpose of
showing that there was hypocrisy on the
part ofi the Government.
He could tf'11
members on the Opposition side that he
had done more to rrevent Sunday labour
than the whole lot of them put together.
Those honor able members had voted in
favour of opening the Public Library on
Sunday, and within' the last few days he
had made an order that the Public Library
trustees were not to be permitted to WQ(l' k
any of their employes more than six days
a week.
He himself was present part of
the time at a meeting of the trustees last
Thursday, when it came out that there were
seventeen men employed on the Sunday.
He (Mr. Bent) wanted those men to be em··
ployed only six clays a week, but some of
the trustees who were instrumental in :'..sking the HOllse to have Sunday labour, said
" Liberty-You are going to prevent
liberty."
He would like to have a tru~
test as to whether honorable members would
vote against all Sunday labour Or not. He
himself was prepared to stop it absolutely,
and if what had been stated this afternoon '
was true--Mr. PRENDERGAST.-YOU played a little
game over Sunday trains, but yOU were not
game to carry it out.
Mr. BENT said the interjection only
showed how nice and quiet the honorable
member was. He (Mr. Bent) quite agreed
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with those honorable members who said that
the building and stuffing of this observation
car was not a work of necessity at all. No
information, however, had been given him
The honorable member
on the subject.
who moved the motion stated that he told
him (Mr. Bent) aoout it ten minutes before
the House met, but as a matter of fact he
was not in the chamber five minutes before
the House met.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I saw you outside.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
for Abbotsford knew that he (Mr. Bent)
was called to the Exhibition, and that he
was there from 3 o'clock till five minutes
to 4.
He went over to Government
House, and he came to the Chamber at
half-past four, when the honorable member
for Williamstown rushed into the Ministers' room, and said, "We are going to
move the adjournment of the House in regard to overtime on Sundays." He (Mr.
Bent) did not know what that meant.
Was that the proper thing to do? His
father led him to believe that he should
put up his hands and give a show to the
other fellow.
What did Turn-on-theVitriol say to-day?
Mr. WATT.-" Cissy" is his name.
Mr. ANSTEY (to Mr. Bent).-How can
you put your hands up now considering
that you are putting down boxing?
Mr. BENT said there were only two
men in the House that he loved. Thev
might say the most oLtrageous things, seeing that he loved them so mnch. He bad
the love of a woman for those two fellows.
Mr. WATT.-I don't admire your taste.
Mr. BENT said he yielded to nooody
in his desire to stop Sundav work. No
one knew better than the leader of the Opposition that he (Mr. Bent) had tried on
all occasions to stop overtime. There was
no ne:essity for overtime or Sundav work.
If members would only help h'im, he
would stop Sunday work.
Mr. HANNAH.-We have asked you for
two vears.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
did it when there was a scratch motion like
this before the House.
Mr. HANNAH.-We asked vou on the
Estimates on several occasions, "and you refused to do it as a Government.
Mr. WATT.-On bricks.
Mr. HANNAH.-He backed down on
bricks.
Mr. COLECHIN (to Mr. Watt).-You
never backed down on brass.
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Mr. BEN~ said that,. notwithstanding:
the manner in which this matter had been
introduced, it would be his duty to make
inquiries, seeing that statements had been
made all around the Chamber.
If he
found out that these men were put on t()
Sunday work, would members be prepared
to sack the men who put them on? He
did not think members were game to
do it. The honorable member for the Public Officers was going to do wonders, but
if the Commissioners sacked one of these
men, he would soon bring the matter up.
Mr. HANNAH.-I would dispense with
him to-morrow.
Mr. BENT.-The honorable member
would because he did not like him.
Mr. HANNAH.-It is not a personal
matter.
Mr. ANSTEY (to Mr. Bent).-You said
you would sack these men.
Mr. BENT said he would sack the men
who put them on, but honorable members
were not game to do it. He did not suppose that Mr. Tait knew anything more
about the matter than he (Mr. Bent) did.
One or two members sympathized ,,-ith him,
saying that he had too much to do, and
that he could not attend to the railwavs.
He had plenty of time for the rail wa"ys,
and for sleep as well. The House had
handed the railwavs over to the CommisSIOners. He would make the necessary inqUIrIeS, and he would report the matter
to the House. He had not taken up the
question about works of necessity, 0'£ which
the honorable member for the Public Officers
knew so much. The honorable member
did not quote the whole of the text j he
was one word short. As so manv members
had spoken, he felt it to be his duty to inquire into the matter, and report the facts
to the House. The leader of the Opposition knew that he (Mr. Bent) had done his
pest to prevent overtime at the Government
Printing Office, and also to prevent Sunday
work.
Mr. PRENDERGAST .-Some of the bosses
in the Printing Office should be dealt with.
Mr. BROMLEY observed that the Premier had alluded to the opening of the
Public Library on Sundays, and to the fact
of men being employed there on that day.
He could assure the Premier that no one·
was better pleased than he (Mr. Bromley}
was when he read in this morning's newspapers what the Premier had stated on the·
matter. He (Mr. Bromley) did not know
about the matter before, as he was not at,
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the meeting of the trustees.
It was un ...
known to him that any of the men were
working seven days a week. The Premier
would see that by the resolution which he
(NIr. Bromley) had had carried, it was
specified that no one was to work more
than six days a week.
If anyone
o'f the employes had been called upon to
work seven days a week it was dane in
mntravention of the resolution passed by
this House. The trustees were bound to
carry out that resolution. There was no
one who was more anxious than himself
that no man should work more than six
<.lays a week, and, therefore, he complimented the Premier for the action he had
taken. The honorable member for Abbotsford had offered a gross insult to the
workers of the community when he compared the white workers of Australia with
the Hindoos, as the late ~lr. John ,,, oods
<lid.
Mr. BENT.-I was with him in India.
Mr. BROMLEY said he was sure the
Premier was not impr.essed in the same wav
as Mr. Woods was. He (Mr. Bromley)
replied through the press time after time,
when he was secretary to the league for the
opening of the Public Library on Sundays,
to the utterances of Mr. John Woods in
the Assembly after his return from India.
There were occasions when Sunday labour
was a necessity, but it did not follow that
because Sunday labour was a necessity,
men should be asked to work seven days a
week. He was absolutely opposed to that.
Our trams, cabs, and trains were run on
Sundays, and the Public Library was now
9~ned on Sundays.
Mr. BENT.-Do you say they do not
work seven days a week at the Public
Library?
Mr. BROMLEY said he did not say
.so.
If he knew of it he would have been
just as loud as the Premier in condemning it.
He was astounded when he rea:d
the report this morning, .and he applauded
the action taken by the Premier in putting
.his foot down and in stating that he would
prohibit men being employed seven days
a week.
The motion submitted by the
honorable member for Williamstown did
not require any preliminary notice to be
given to the Premier.
It was not a question of detail, but a question of fact and
of principle. He (Mr. Bromley) knew the
feeling of the Premier in regard to the
princi pIe, and he knew that the honorable
,gentleman was sincere on that question.
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There were times of urgency, such as when
an engine broke down, that it was necessary to work overtime, for the work had
to be done, but in the case of the construction of a railway car'-a new car-the work
was not necessary.
He hoped the Premier would make a careful inquiry into
the facts, and ascertain why the men were
called upon to labour on the Sabbath to
do work of this character.
Only a few
weeks ago a railway engine at Prince'sbridge ran into the pit owing to the carelessness of some one.
He happened to be
near at the time.
The accident occurred
at half-past eleven at night, and it was not
until half-past eleven next morning that the
engine was got out, so that there were
twelve hours of necessary labour.
Such
an accident might occur on a Sunday, and
in such cases Sunday work would be justifiable.
In the cases cited bv the honorable member for Williamstow'n there was
no iustification for the work.
The motion for the adjournment of the
House was negatived.
POLICE OFFENCES ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL.
This Bill was r~eived from the Legislative Council, and, on the motion of Mr.
BENT, was read a first time.
COMPANIES LAW FuRTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative Council, and, on the motion of :Mr.
BENT, was read a first time.
HOUR OF MEETING.
1fr. BENT movedThat the
meeting on
pended for
the hour of
next.

SessiopaJ Order fixing the hour of
\Vednesday and Thursday be susthis week, and that two o'clock be
meeting to-morrow and on Thursday

He said that he had mentioned this matter
some time ago, and the impression was
that the majority of members were in favour
of meeting at the hour mentioned in the
motion.
M'L ANSTEY.-What time do we go home
to-night?
Mr. BENT.-With the cows in the
morning.
Mr. ANSTEY said that if members were
going to sit all night to-night he could not
see why they should be asked to meet at
two o'clock to-morrow.
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Mr. BENT.-You can fix the matter up
YOU like.
We do not want to sit all
night.
i\[r. GAUNSON said he thought the
motion was very undesirable.
Members
had been working very hard, and he
thoLght he had earned his £300 a year
three times over.
Mr. BENT.-I should think so!
Mr. GA UNSON said he did not believe
in sitting t.p after half-past eleven o'clock.
Members should not pass this motion, for
the intention of the Government was to
have an all-night sitting.
Mr. BENT.-Let us pass it and have
done with it.
Mr. GAUNSON said the motion could
be considered after tea.
Mr. BENT.-We do not want to bring
the Speaker back again over this motion.
Mr. GAUNSON said the motion was
most undesirable, for members had sat alre.ady for unusual and unwonted hours,
WIth the result that no business worth mentioning had been done.
Mr. BENT.-If we knock out all the
~ace:courses, especially the ponies, to-night
It wIll be all right.
. 1\1r. GA UNSON said he did not care
If every race-course, including the V.R.C.,
was smashed into a cocked hat.
He did
not go to races, and it would not affect him.
Mr. COLE CHIN called attention to
the fact that there was not a quorum 'present.

Meeting.

Mr. BENT.-And you will find that I

if

am going on with business before long.

A quorum having been formed,
1\1r. GAUKSON said the position he
took up was a reasonable one.
He wanted
to see business progressing, but it was
utterly impossible for it to progress under
the conditions rroposed. If members met
at the usual hour they were prepared to
do business, but if they met at the hour
now proposed they wou'ld not do business
at all. Country members might be convenienced by the House meeting at halfpast 2 o'clock on Wednesdav and Thursday, but on the other hand they were also
inconvenienced by the fact that they had
two hours less in which to do the work
of their constituents at the Government
departments on those days, and as a great
deal of the business of the country was
done through the Government departments,
especially the Lands Department, valuable
time would be lost to them and their constituents. Of course, he knew the Premier was anxious to get on with business.

am only waiting to see how far this kind
of thing is going.
Mr. GAUNSON said that if motions
were put before the House, he supposed
honorable members were at liberty to discuss them.
Mr. BENT.-A similar motion to this
was agreed to three weeks ago, and do you
mean to say that it is out of order now?
Mr. GAUNSON said he never heard of
the motion being a.greed to before.
Mr. BENT.-Because you were away at
that particular time.
Mr. GAUNSON asked was he to be
told that the fact of members meeting
there at half-past 2 o'clock in the afternoon was conducive to the conduct of
business? Where was the proof of that?
The last time they met at half-past 2
o'clock in the afternoon, what was the
state of things?
They sat on till 3
o'clock on the Friday afternoon, and what
was done?
Mr. HANNAH.-Nothing.
Mr. GAUNSON said "nothing" was
an incorrect grammatical expression j it
should be "not anything" was done.
Not anything that could be called business. Surely the Premier must begin to
see that the Gaming Suppression Bill,
which was coming on next, was stopping
the business, of legislation. No one
wanted it, and as long as that Bill was on
the notice-paper the session must be barren
of results. There was the Licensing Bill to
come on, and there were other measures
which! he need not name. But as long qS
the Gaming Suppression Bill was on the
paper, what was being done? They
were simply wasting time.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACoCK.-Hear, hear.
You have done your best in that direction.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was glad to find
such a universal assent to his statement.
At whatever time the House met he would
be present, but he desired to enter his protest against its meeting at half-past 2
o'clock. As representatives of the people
they were getting £300 a year, and the
Supreme Court Judges were paid £3,000
or £2,500 a year, according to the dates
of their appointments.
The Judges sat
from half-past 10 a.m. until 1 - 2 ! hours
-and then they sat again from 2 o'clock
till 4, another two hours, and for those 4~
hours they got £3,000 or £2,500 a year,
while Members of Parliament, for sitting

I
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from half-pas.: 2 o'clock in the afternoon
until midnight-during which period their
tempers got tried, and thJeir health was n~t
benefited-received £300 a year. ThIs
was out of all proportion.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-It is too
much for some.
Mr. GAUNSON said an honorable member had interjected that £300 a year was
too much for some honorable members. He
(Mr. Gaunson) fancied the money was well
earned. The honorable member who interjected had to get his opinions fledged yet.
Having entered his little protest, in which
he hoped all honorable members would be
part sharers, and as he did not want to
embarrass the discussion of the Gaming
Suppression Bill any further, he would no
longer detain the House.
The motion was agreed to.
GAMING SUPPRESSION' BILL.
The House went into Committee for the
further consideration of this Bill.
Discussion was resumed on clause 62, of
which sub-clause (I) was as follows:NQ race meeting shall be held by or on behalf of an}' club association or person on more
than sixteen days in anyone year,

and on Mr. Bent's amendment to omit all
the words after the word "held" to the
end of the clause, with a view of inserting
the following:(I) except on a race·course which is licensed
under this Act for horse races only or for pony
races only or for trotting races only as the case
may be.
•
(2) No race meeting for horse races shall be
held(a) on any race-course within twenty miles
of the General Post Office Melbourne
on more days than are fixed in the
licence for such race·course but not
on more than sixteen days in anyone
year; oOr
(b) on any other race-course on more days
than are fixed in the licence foOr such
race-course but not on more than
'twelve days in anyone year.
(3) No race meeting for pony races shall be
held(a) on any race-course for pony race not
more than twenty miles from the
General Post Office Melbourne on
more days than are fixed in the licence
for such race-course but not on more
than sixteen days in anyone year, or
if there are more than three such
race-courses the number of days for
race meetings for each race-course
shall not exceed the quotient, omitting
fractional parts obtained by dividing
the number forty-eight by the number
of race-courses situate as aforesaid
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and licensed for pony race meetings
in that year.
(b) vV~er~ any race-course for pony races
IS SItuate beyond the said twenty uliles
the number of days in anyone year
for pony race meetings thereon shall
not exceed four.
(4) Not more than a total number of twenty
meetings for trotting races shall be held in any
year on all race-courses within twenty miles· of
th~ General Post Office Melbourne. Subject to
~hlS paragraph a licence for trotting race m-eetmg~ may be granted to any race-course whether
a hcence. for horse race meetings or for pony
race meetmgs has or has not been issued therefor, and without regard to the number of days
fixed for horse racing or pon,y racing thereon.
(5) FoOr the purposes of this division "pony
races" or "pony racing" means races under
co?~itions limiting the height of any horse
ellgl?le to compete therein to any height not exceedmg fifteen hands, and "trotting race"
mc~ns ~ rac.e in which each horse or pony competmg IS dnven by a person carried in a vehicle
drawn by such horse or J.;ony.
(6) The number of days so fixed in any licence
for horse racing on any race-course shall not
exceed the number of days on which races were
held on such race-course during the year ended
o~ the thirty-first .day of July One thousand
mne hundred a.nd SIX ()r if no races were run on
any race-course during such year the number of
da ys so fixed in any licence shall not exceed two.
(7) No. race me~ting shall be held on any racecourse If the clfcumference of the runningground of such race-COurse is less than five furlongs.
(8) With each application for a licence for a
race-course the applicant shall furnish the Chief
Secretary with a map or plan thereof showing
the running-course and the length thereof and
with ~ny such information regarding the accommodatIon afforded to the public as may be required by the regulations.
(9) If any race meeting is held in contravention of this division the owner or trustees of the
race·course and the clftb associatioOn or person
by or on behalf of which or whom such mt::eting
was so held and' each member of the managing
body or committee of such trustees club or association and any person acting at such race
meeting as steward starter or judge shall be
liable to a penalty not less than One hundred
pounds or more than Five hundred pounds.
(10) This division shall take effect from the
first day of January One thousand nine hundred
and seven and in its construction a year shall be
deemed to commence on the first day of
January.

Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said in
consequence of his absence in his constituency, where he had to attend to some
very 'important matters, he had been pre~
vented from entering into a general discussion of the provisions of the Bill. It
was somewhat aggravating to him to find
that upon what he conceived to be a subsidiary amendment submitted by the honorable member for Swan Hill last·
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Thursday, the people were told through the
columns of the press that that was a test
question upon the subject of lotteries. The
clause dealing with the subject of
lotteries was debated during the time
he was absent, and certain divisions were
taken. The action he took last Thursday
in supporting the amendment of the honorable member for Swan Hill, with other
honorable members, was to express his
opposition to the action of the Government
in proposing to prevent newspapers publishing certain information. He knew nothing more dangel'ous to the liberty and pro·
tection of the people than the supfression
of the publication of certain informatior,
regarding lotteries or any other matter. II.
a ppeared to him from reading the paperR
on the following morning that those hon.·
orable members who supported the amendment of the honorable member for Swan
Hill were held up to the public as the section of this House who were in favour of
gambling, whilst he presumed the other section who voted the other way would be
held up to the public as the a~ti-gamblers,
who were opposed to gambling in any shape
or form. His attitude on this Bill was somewhat synonymous with the action he took
in regard to the Licensing Bill. Hf' said
then that he quite recognised that there
were great evils associated with the licensing business, and he was prepared to say
now that he recognised that gambling was
a great evil, that it had degenerated into
an absolute passion with a great number
of people, that it had become a vice, and
that it was absolutel~ essential that this
House should take some stand, and the
Government some action to regt.late or
suppress so far as they rossibly could by
means of law what had become a vice with
the people. The attitude he adopted on
this matter, like the attitude he adopted
on the Licensing Bill, was what his knowledge and judgment told him the common
sense of the people of the State were asking for. What was attainable by means
of law he was prepared to support, but he
was not rrepared to support the carrying
of any fardcal proposals such as were in~
troduced into this Bill. He pointed out
in his speech on the second reading that a
great number of farcical proposals were
introduced into the Bill. The Minister of
Lands., who was apparently one of the
sponsors of the Bill, declared on Thursday
night with well-assumed indignation that
if the amendment of the honorable member
Mr. A. A. Billson.
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for Swan H'il1 was carried it would simply
be making a farce of the whole measure.
How was it j:ossible to make a farce of
what was a farce already? It had struck
him as most remarkable that clause after
clause of the Bill made provision fOr carrying on gambling which the Bill in its whole
object and scope was framed for the purpose of suppressing.
The CHAIRMAN .-1 understand that
the honorable member is making a kind of
personal explanation, but I wish to point
out to the honorable member now that we
are dealing with Division 4, "Restrictions
on Race Meetings," which deals with the
limitation of the number of race meetings
held by clubs. I understood, of course,
that the honorable member began by making a personal explanation on account of
his rrevious absence.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said the
Chairman had accurately stated what he
intended to do. The amendment now proposed by the Government dealing with the
regulation of racing had his strongest approval and support. He did not know of
anything that had acted as a greater stimulant to beffing-which was gambling pure
and simple-than the very great number
of race meetings that had been held within
a small radius of the centre of the city of
Melbourne. If there was anything' that
the common sense of the people had asked
for more than anything else it was that the
number of race meetings should be greatly
reduced, and that the means and stimulants
which were thereby supplied to those reople
who were foolish enough to think that they
saw an easy way of obtaining a competency
bv doing what was known in the yernacular
of the turf as " backing 'em," shOuld be reduced also. The people generally asked that
the Government should take some steps, and
the Government were doing so in this amendment, to preyent a national sport of the
people from being transformed into a mere
money-making machine. Among the sports
of the reople of the State racing might be
regarded as ranking first, and betting on
horse racing had come down to us from
time immemorial. People would bet that
one horse would beat another or beat the
whole of the rest engaged in a race, but
when a number of people were found prepared to make use of a sport of the people
merely for money making, and when it
was found {hat by reason of that utilization there were brought into existence a
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number of clubs where people might go
and bet without going on the race-course
at all and seeing the races, and also other
means known as totes, and when it was
found also that this f'assion of the people
was growing into an absolute vice, the Government were doing a right thing-a thing
that the common sense of the people had
long asked for-in taking stringent measures to restrict and limit the number of
race meetings. The utilization of any sport
-of the people as a mere means of money
making was opposed to common sense. The
Covernment now proposed to limit the number of race meetings not only in connexion
with the larger clubs in Melbourne and its
immediate 'surroundings, but also in every
community throughout the whole State.
The Government rightly conceived that
whilst it might be impossible altogether to
eradicate the gambling weed, if thev cut
off some of the fertilizing tendencies by
which that weed grew and flourished, they
would be doing what the f'eople asked them
to do. The only way, and the most effective
way that they could do it, was to limit the
number of race meetings to a very considerable extent.
Mr. BAILES.-They could do it more
effecti vel y by stopping them altogether.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said he
did not ask fOr anything that was impos'Sible. If he or any other honorable member was asked what had given rise to the
-existence of these betting clubs in Melbourne and to the existence of the totes
which had the all-round condemnation of
the people of this State, they would say
with one voice that it was the existence of
'Such a large number of race meetings.
Whether they were race meetings held upon
the larger courses, or whether they were
pony meetings, they all afforded opportunities for those people who were· so disposed
to go and bet their money either upon the
'COuse itself, or in the cl ubs, or on the
totes that were known to be in existence. It
was therefore the duty of the Government,
when they proposed to regulate an evil,
first to ascertain the causes of the evil.
,They had not very far to seek in t~
'Case.
They would find that the causes
'Of this evil lav in the existence of such a
large number 'of race me..etings.
It was
very strange in this matter that such a
large measure of antagonism had been
'Shown to the V.R.C.
The verv letters
<C V.R.C." appeared to be a night" mare to
a number of honorable members. He had
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hardly heard one honorable member say
one good word for the V.R.C., and in. the
case of all those honorable members who
had already spoken regarding this club, a
grea;u mass of untruthful statements had
been made, he did not say wilfully, but
they had been made in absolute ignorance
of the fa;cts. The honorable member for,
Geelong made the wildest and most extravagant statements regarding what had. __ .taken place, after stating on the flOOr of
the House that he had never been there
himself, but that he had been told that
certain things had been done.
Mr. COLECHIN.-I have never made any
such statement, because I have been there.
I have something else to bring up about the
V.R.C. whiCh is a good deal stronger than
anything I have said yet.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said that
he had not the copy of Hansard by him at
the moment to quote the honorable member's statement, when the honorable member was discussing this Bill, but he was
prepared to prove that the honorable member's statements were absolutely erroneous.
Mr. COLECHIN.-You should fortify your_
self by quoting from Hansard when you
make a statement like this.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said that
during the last few weeks he had been making, inquiries, and had 'been endeavouring to
ascertain what was the great enormity of
the offences committed by the V.R.C.
Mr. BAYLEs.-They go straight.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said that
was the enormity of their offence.
He
thought he had discovered something when
he saw a: letter in the Age the other day
over the signature of R. A. Molesworth.
He did not know who that was, but he had
been making some inquiries on that subject,
and found that he was a member of the
V. R. C., and that he followed at meetings
of the members of the club a practice something like that ascribed to the
Irishman who went to America. When this
Irishman landed he was asked what his
political opinions were, and he replied by
inquiring whether there was any Government. On being told there was, he said,
" I am agin it." It appeared that R. A.
Molesworth was absolutely against everything that the V.R.C. did. In this letter
to the editor of the Age, Mr. Molesworth
statedI have read your article in the Age of Thursday, and Mr. Murray's speech in the Hou~e,
and I should think most people must agree wlth
you that it is absolutely necessary to have a
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properly appointed committee to regulate racing
and to protect the public, instead of allowing
the self-appointed autocratic committee of the
V.R.C to manage it. There is no doubt that the
different racing clubs should be represented-

Mr. GAUNSON.-Are you against that?
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said he
was against all that Mr. Molesworth stated
in this letter.
Mr. GAuNsON.-There are a good many
agC'..inst you.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said he
did not care how manv there were against
him. He waS! expressing his own opinion,
as the honorable member was in the habit
of expressing his. The letter continuedand that the public should also be represented
on it, so as to prevent abuses, some of which I
have pointed out at V.RC. meetings, viz.,
£5 0 ,000 was knocked out of the public in about
twenty years' excessive railway fares, so that
6d. a head on all people carried to the course
should be given the V.RC. This amount was
never shown in the accounts, nor was any of it
given to charity. The railway fare has bef'n
reduced to 2S., but I suppose this cannot be
lowered to the' proper fare-Is.-so long as
1,200 members are carried on its course for nothing, the Railway Commissioners no doubt
making the public pay for the _ 20,000 free
passes. I have also pointed out that although
the race-course is a public one different rates are
charged for members' entrance fees, £5 and
£20, and many of the public are admitted into
the birdcage free while others are charged.
N ow we come to the present mismanagement
of the V.R.C., the club which is likely to cost
a pretty penny in law costs. The public subscribe for rr.ising about £60,000 a year, the
members about £6,000, and the race horse owners
about £10,000 a year on the average. Taking
the large sum found bv the public into consideration one would think that the committee
would have considered them, but instead of
doing so it tried to knock £12,000 a year out of
the public through the rin~, and succeeded in
getting £9,400.
This large sum will prevent
the public getting fair odds, and whatever is the
result of the law suit now pending the public
should insist on an immediate reduction of fees
before the Cup meeting. I know that several
members of the. committee were against this
absurd excessive charge to the public, but were
outvoted. Under the new Bill more betting than
ever will take place on the race-courses, and it
would never do to allow the committee to make
what charges it pleased, and the club should be
made to have proper auditors, and to render
proper accounts.-Yours, etc.,
R. A. MOLESWORTH.
26th October.

In this letter, which appeared to make a
general charge against the V.R.C., one of
the first things advocated was that a committee should be appointed bv the Government to superintend and control racing,
meetings throughout the State. At the very
outset he (Mr. Billson) was absolutely op-

Suppression Bill.

posed to any committee being appointed by
the Government for such a purpose
:Mr. GAUNSON_-It would get strong
support from this side.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said he
would ask, supposing the Government appointed a board or committee, how much
better would that body be dian the V.R.C. ?
He knew it was said that the V.R.C. was
only animated by the aeslre of self-glorification, and that it was also said that the
V.R.C. had done nothing for the people on
the flat, and that it had done nothing for
charity, and that various other charges of
that character were made.
Mr. COLECHIN.-Is not that true?
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said that
several statements had been made by the
honorable member for Geelong" who admitted that he had never been on the course.
Mr. COLECHIN.-The honorable member
must be deaf, or something else. I said
that I did not say that, and I defv the
honorable member to show me in Hansard
that I did.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said
he would ask the honorable member whether he had been on the course?
lVIr. COLECHIN.-Certainlv.
Mr. A. A. IE ILLSO N (Ovens) said he
really thought the honorable member for
Geelong had never been on the course, but
now he stated he had. With reference to
the charges made in connexi0n with the railway connecting Flemington course with
Spencer-street, he would like to point out
this fact.
The CHAIRMAN .-I would remind the
honorable member that the amendment before the Chair is the omission of certain
words in this clause with regard to the
restriction of race meetings. I think the
matter the honorable member is now referring to does not come quite within that subject.
l\Ir. A. A. IHLLSON (Ovens) said he
did not know that he was wandering very
far afield. All these matters had been discus?ed in connexion with the regulation of
racmg. He wanted to point out some of
the erroneous statements that had been
made in connexion with the charges which
had been urged against the V.R.C.
He
understood that one or the questions to be
considered was the appointment of a Board,
and that would seem to arise in connexion
with the regulation of race-courses, as proposed by the Government.
The arrangements in connexlon with the cnarges on the
railway were made many years ago, and
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were entered upon before the Government
That line, he beowned that railway.
lieved was constructed bv the Mount Alexander'Railway Company; and when the line
was taken over by the Government the Government accepted the obligations that had
been entered into. The V.R.C. were partners in connexion with the arrangement that
was then made, and the V.R.C. were at
that time guarantors tnat 5 per cent. would
be paid on the cost of construction. The
V.R.C. had been responsible for working
up a big. railway traffic, not only upon that
line, but on the railway lines throughout the
State, fOr they had develo};ed a big race
meeting, and had attracted people, not alone
from all parts of Victoria, but from all
parts of the Commonwealth. As to the regul ation of meetings, it was proposed that
the Government should regulate the ,meetings, and the statement had been made that
the V.R.C. had never attempted in the past
to regulate the meetings throughout the
country. The V.R.C. had frequently convened representatives of country clubs to
meet them in conference in Melbourne, and,
as the result of that conference, which he
himself attended, die number of meetings
was reduced a few years ago from 350 to
250 by the common consent and co-operation of the racing clubs: themselves.
The
sta.tement had also been made that the
V.R.C. was autocratic, and absolutely commanded the racing clubs. As a matter of
fact, the V.R.C. had done nothing of the
kind. The country clubs paid a registration
fee to the V.R.C., but the statement that
thev could not run race meetings without
the'consent of the V.R.C. was untrue.
Mr. BAII1ES.-If they did they would be
disq ualified.
:Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said that
the object of the V.R.C. was the purification o.f racing, and but for the action of the
V.R.C. a lot of unregistered meetings would
be held, where cronk horses would be run
and cronk jockeys would ride.
Mr. "MuRRAY.-Has there been no crvnk
running on registered courses?
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said he
had no doubt there had been, but the honorable member knew that the responsibility
of preventing cronk running rested with the
local stewards.
Each country club appointed its ~vn stewards and committee,
and it had its own officers to deal with its
own affairs. He did not know what better
arrangements could be made than that.
Mr. MURRAy.-Have thev a voice in making the racing laws?
"
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Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said
they had not.
Mr. MURRAY.-That is government without representation.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said he
cou.ld give a parallel case. Every company
made its own articles of association, but
those articles of association must not infringe the company laws.
Mr. MURRAY.-Does one company boss
the other companies?
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said no;
but there must be a court of appeal. Was
that undesirable?
Mr. :MuRRAY.-I say it is most desirable
to have a proper court of appeal.
M.r, A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said
it was merely a question whether we
could get anything better than what
ex iSIted at the present time.
As to
the proposals of the Government, he
certainly thought that the proposals to limit
the number of race meetings was a ~1ost
excellent one, and he did not care whether
it applied to courses within an easy distance
of Melbourne or to courses in the smaller
centres. The people generally would say
that the Government proposals in that respect were fair~ as there were too many
race meetings at present. It was to the
credit of the V.R.C. that they had attempted tv reduce the number of race meetings.
They had reduced the number of meetings
in the vicinity of Melbourne and in the
country. Sub-clause (7) of new clause BB
which had been distributed provided that no
r8ce meeting should be held on any racecourse if the circumference of the runniil1g
ground of that race-course was less than 5
furlongs. He would like to see the Government add to that"Or upon any course which, in the opinion
of the Chief Secretary, is considered to be un~
s:tfe and dangerous to life and limb."

There were any number of race meetings
held on so-called race-courses throughout
the State which were not race-courses.
There WaJS a running track in some cases
cleared through trees and over logs, and
in no sense of the word a racing track.
Mr. l\fcKENZIE.-Why does not the
V.R.C. attend to that?
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said
the V.R.C. had no power to do so.
Mr. ~lcKENZIE.- 'Vhy do you pay them
two guineas, then?
M·r. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said
the payment of two guineas was to
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regulate and clean the sport. There was
n.:> question about that.
Mr. BAILES.-Oh, that is no good.
Mr. A. A. BILLSOK (Oulls).-Then
what was it paid for?
l\1r. BAILES.-I do not Know; no one
knows.
Mr. BENT rose to a point of order.
The honorable member was discussing the
whole of the Bill. The Committee was dealing with a particul~ amendment which had
been moved by hIm (Mr. Bent), and although he would like to hear the honorable member go on, the Government desired to do business.
The circumference
vf a race-course was settled three weeks
ago, and the question now was the amendment which he (Mr. Bent) moved or: the
last night of meeting.
He would hke a
vote taken on that at once. That amendment had nothing to do with the V.R. C.,
but there would be plenty of the V.R.C.
by-and-by.
Mr. BAILES said on the point of order
raised by the Premier he contended t~at
the honorable member for Ovens was qUIte
in order.· The amendment before the
Chair dealt with fixing the number of days
that should be devoted to racing throughout
the State.
Mr. BENT .-Is 5 furlongs a day?
Several HONORABLE MEMBERs.-Yes.
Mr. BENT .-1 t is, is it?
Mr. IBAILES said the honorable member for Ovens was arguing that it would be
far better to leave the fixing of the number of race days in the hands of the V.R.C.
:Mr. BtENT.-Five furlongs is not a day,
at all events.
Mr. BAILES said that was merely
handed in as an extra by the honorable
member.
The CHAIRMAN. - Of course it is
rather difficult to keep perfectly in order
with a clause like this which it is proposed
to omit. The clause deals with "Limitation of number of race meetings of clubs,
race-courses to be licensed, limitation of
number of meetings on race-courses,
limit of racing days, size of race-course,
penal tv, commencement of Division 4·"
Twice 'before I rose and pointed out to the
honorable member that we were dealing
strictI v with the restriction of race meet,_
ings.
Mr. MURRAY said On the point of
order, from what the honorable member for
Ovens said, from what the Premier
said. from what other honorable members
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said, and from what other honorable members were about to say, he was in doubt as
to what was before .the Chair. Was the
Committee dealing with the whole of claLse
62 ?
The CHAIRMAN.-The question is to
omit the whole of the clause after the
wordsNo race meeting shall be held.

Mr. GRAY said on the point of order,
sub-clause (7) of new clause BB which the
Government intended to insert instead vf
clause 62, saidNo race meeting sh3Jll be held on any race·
course if the circumference of the runningground of such race-course is less than five furlongs.

The CHAIRMAN .-"-:1 thought I had
made the position clear. The Eroposal is
to omit all the words in clause 62 except
the words at the commenc$nent of the
clauseNo race meeting shall be held.

Then if those words be omitted, It IS proposed to insert what is practically another
clause.
Mr. GRAY submitted that the honorable
member for Ovens was quite in order, because the question was whether the clause
should be omitted.
Mr. GA UN SON said, for information,
he would ask a question. He understood
the motion put from the Chair was that
after the word "held," in sub-clause (I) of
clause 62, only the remainder of the subclause be omitted.
The CHAIRMAN.-The way I put the
amendment was that all the words in the
clause after the wC'l"ds " No race meeting
shall be held" be omitted.
Mr. A. A. B1LLSON (Ovens) said he
could assure the Premier that he thoroughly
appreciated the desire of the Government
to get on with the Bill, but when the amendment was moved on Thursday night the
honorable member' for Melbourne made a
general statement regarding the matters
to which he (Mr. Billson) made reference
to-night, and he thought, in his innocence,
that if the honorable member was justified
in doing so he would be justified in making
a general reply to many things, particularly
with regard to the V.R.C. There was no
one who had a greater desire to facilitate
the passage of the Bill than he (Mr. Billson) had, and there was no question but
that manv matters to which he had referred
came within the province of the amendment,
particularly the reference he made just now
to see that a course was safe, as in sub-
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clause (8)-of the new clause which the Government proposed in lieu of clause 62,
it was provided that a plan of a race-course
must be furnished to the Chief Secretary.
He did not desire to prolong his remarks but the action taken by the Governm~nt in specifically restricting the
number of race meetings had his entire
approval, and more particularly so with respect to the_restriction of pony race meetings within the city of Melbourne, because
he did not know what had contributed more
largel y to offer inducement to people who
had a propensity for gambling to indulge in
that propensity. He certainly thought that
if this restriction was made by law it
would go very far indeed towards killing
that mania which had developed, unfortunatelv, in such a large number of the people of 'the State. He therefore had much
pleasure in supporting the amendment.
Mr . SOLLY said he was under the impression that the desire of the Government
was to omit entirely clause 62 of the Bill,
and substitute in its place new clause BB,
If that was the intention of the Government, it opened up the whole discussion of
pony racing, the size of the courses t the
number of meetings to be held, and, as 3J
matter of fact, the whole of the conditions
with regard to race-horres and pony racing.. He would like to know if it was the
intention of the Government to do tih:tt, because honorable members wanted to know
exactly where they were in this matter. He
could not understand the amendment moved
bv the Premier.
'Mr. ELMSLIE.-Dves the Premier?
Mr. SOLLY asked how could honorable
members possibly deal with an amendment
before a vote was taken on clause 62 being
omitted from the Bill? He contended that
that was the proper course to adopt-that a
vote should be taken as to whether the
Committee desired to omit the whole of
clause 62. If they desired to do so, honorable members could then go em discussing
the clause the Government proposed to
submit. On page 2 of the amendments
circulated by the Premier there appeared
the follawina:Clause 62, omit this clause and substitute new
clause BB.

The clause the Government desired to sLbstitute for clause 62 covered nearly two
pages, and consisted of ten sub-clauses. It
opened up the whole discussion in regard to
pony racing .and horse racing, and he would
like to have a vote taken as to whether
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the House desired to omit clause 62. Honorable members could then go on with the
proposal of the Government.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that the
proposition of the Government to omit
clause 62 seemed to him to bring the whole
question embraced in that clause, and the
clause they intended to substitute, under
consideration both as to the length of the
course, the variety of races, the number
of meetings that might be held, and all
other things of that description. He could
see plainly that if clause 62 were omitted,
and it was proposed to substitute new
clause BB, the very same subjects would
be open to discussion then. He . did not
see any object in prolonging the debate,
but it would be as! well to arrive at a decisio:. in connexion with the position now.
The Premier had not favoured honorable
'Dembers with a complete statement of his
lJosition to-day. The honorable gentleman
had favoured honorable members with a
complete statement as to his position every
day up to the present time, and as there
had been three or four davs' inten;al since
the Bill was last under discussion, and a
Cabinet meeting had been held, it was
natural to suppose that the usual weekly
budget of alterations had been made.
Mr. BENT.-There have been four and
a half days, I think.
~\'lr. PRENDERGAST said the Premier was in charge of the Bill to-ni~ht,
and the Chief Secretary and the Minister
of Lands had taken a back seat on the
front T\linisterial bench, so it was reasonable to suppose that a fresh budget of
ideas would be introduced into the
measure.
Mr. BENT .-He is getting very clever,
isn't he? Very good isn't he, and witty,
too ?
Mr. GAUNSON (to Mr. Prendergast).-:Would you rather they took a front seat
on the back bench?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the appeal
made bv the Premier bv his silence induced
honorable members to ~ay somethjng.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACoCK.-We are only
waiting for his statement about the fees.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
like to know the secret history as to how
the Government started off with a proposition for sixteen ponv race meetings, and
then after several days and nights of tribulation in the House, arrived at twentyfour days. Several days elapsed. The
section of the good gentleman, which was
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thin but pretty powerful In Cabinet,
apparently got its own way, and the Premier said that twenty-four meetings had
been reduced to sixteen.
1\1r. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-What
do you mean by thin? Mentally, physically, or numerically?
1\lr. PRENDERGAST said thin and
po\\,er ful with any amount of length, but
no breadth. He would like to know if
the Premier had changed his views within
the last fifty hours or so, or since the
House rose' on Thursday night?
1\lr. BENT .-It all depends whether it is
forty-four or forty-eight hours.
1\lr. PRENDERGAST said there had
been such a considerable change from
twentv-four clavs to sixteen, and honorable
memb-ers had given the Government a considerable time without lmowing their latest
opinions. He did not think it was fair to
the House to permit this any longer. The
Premier was bursting with information to
lav before honorable members. He had
turned round and looked da~gers at a gentleman 'Who was evidently collecting fresh
pabulum, and who had books in front of
him, behind him, over him, and under·
neath him, and everywhere. He (Mr.
Prendergast) thought the honorable gentle.
man had devoted a portion of the time
since last Thursday night to looking up the
Standing Orders to see if he could not
crush out the gentleman he brought into
existence as a (( stone-waller."
1\1r. BENT .-Clever again.
Clever!
Clever!
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
like to know if there was any possibility
of the Premier altering his mind on any of
the things that had been agreed upon. Had
the honorable gentleman altered his mind
during the last three or four days?
1\Ir. BENT.-I want to hear your arguments. Thev are so convincing.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said a number
of amendments had been circulated by the
Ministry. He did not know whether to
discuss -the old or the new proposals. It
was safer to sav that the older
proposals would probably be knocked
out and reintroduced again next week.
Personallv he would like to hear some
reasons for the proposal to reduce the
number of pony meetings from 24, as previousl y proposed by the Government, to 16
on each race-course. It was thoroughlv
understood that the Government intended
to allow 72 meetings to be held on the three
pony courses.
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Mr. BENT.-I am told that -there are
onl y two now.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said there were
three courses, but only two of them were
used at present. That did not explain why
the number of pony races on each rourse
was to be reduced from 24 to 16.
Mr. BENT.-I do not see that in the
old clause.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-No j but the
honorable gentleman stated previousl V that
72 meetings would be allowed on the three
courses. He (Mr. Prendergast) would like
to know why that proposal had been
abandoned. There seemed to have been a
change of opinion, and the Premier ought
to give some explanation of it. A statement had also been made that not more
than a certain number of race-meetings
were to be held on any course, and it had
been said that no other race-meetings
would be permitted in connexion with anv
course, although they might be held by different clubs) while, at the same time, the
Trotting Association were to have the right
of holding additional meetings. Some explanation of these matters should be given
to the Committee. He noticed also in connexion with trotting races that, unlE:ss the
horses were driven in a vehicle, it was not
to be counted a trotting race.
Mr. WATT.-That is an absurditv.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it ~vas certainly an absurdity.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Nothing is an absurditv
in this Bill.
.
1\1r. l\:[uRRAY.-Do YOU notice that it
does not provide that the horse must trot
in the vehicle? It may gallop if it likes,
but still it is a trot.
1\1r. PRENDERGAST said it was also
provided that ponies might be fifteen
hands high, which was certainlv an unusual
height for a pony. A promi~e had been
made that the length of the course would
be reduced by one furlong. In other
words, the length was to be reduced from
five furlongs to four furlongs. If this
were adopted, it would not interfere with
the pony race-courses. With regard to
penalties he noticed that the new clausp.
brou.g~t down by the Premier provided for
a mInImum penalty of £100. The Minister of Lands 1ast week agreed in everv case
where a penaltv was mentioned °to strike out
the minimum altogether. and merely state
the maximum penaltv, leaving the magistrates to exercise their discroetion. In some
cases, it might be found that a man had
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been guilty of only a technical offence, and
if a high minimum penalty had to be imposed, great injustice might be done.
:Mr. BENT.-Strike out the old clauses,
and I will explain the new clauses as we
come to them.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he thought
it would be better if the explanations were
given at once. The other day a gentleman
was returned to the Legislative Council
who did not appear to regard some of the
clauses in this Bill with much favour. That
gentleman had expressed opinions which
were opposed to the Bill, and a similar expression of opinion had been given by the
electors who had elected him to Parliament.
It would save time if the Premier would
indicate at once the position that the Government took up on all these questions.
He had understood previousl v that certain
explanations would be given. Documents
had been placed in his hands to-day showing
that the number of pony meetings held in
Sydney would be 72, and he did not see
why the promoters of pony races in Melbourne should not be placed on the same
footing.
11r. EAILES said that if he had followed correct! y the arguments of the honorable member for Ovens, that honorable
member had based those arguments on the
statement that it was proposed under this
clause to limit the days of racing. The
honorable member gave that proposal his
heartv support, and referred to the fact
that the Victoria Racing Club had reduced the number of days set apart for
racing to the various clubs throughout the
State by something like 100. The honorable member argued further that that
meant a considerable decrease in the amount
of betting, and he see~ed particularly
anxious that betting, which was a great
evil, and had become almost a crime,
should be, if not suppressed, at anv rate,
very much limited. To follow his' argument to its logical conclusion, the honorable member should vote for the a;boEtion of all races; there should" be no racemeetings at all. It seemed to him (Mr.
Bailes) that, after all, people had only a
certain amount of monev to bet with, and
if they got ten race-meetings to lose their
monev at, they would do it, but if the
number were r'educed to two, thev would.
lose their monev all the same. The Government now proposed to allow the number of da~'s to which horse-racing was
limited to remain as originally proposed,
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but a total of 48 days was to be substituted in the case of pony meetings. On
the 17th inst., the Premier was reported
ill Iiansard. as foIlows:With respect to pony racing, it appeared that
at present racing was carried on upon three
courses on 157 days in the year. The Government did n')t think it was necessary in a radius
such as we had that 157 days' racing should be
held.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-vVhat are the
three courses?
Mr. BENT said they were the Ascot course,
near the Agricultural Show Grounds, the Richmond course, and the Fitzroy course, at Croxton Park, which had not been used lately, but
which, he understood, was intended to be used.
The Government proposed that the three courses
should be allowed to have seventy-two days'
racing, or twenty-four days for each course.
Mr. KEAST.-That is a bir thing, I think.
Mr. BENT said the Government haq given
the matter a good deal of consideration.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzr0l').-Do you intend
that twenty-four race meetings shall be held on
each course?
Mr. BENT.-Yes. Se,venty-two on the three
courses instead of 157.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-That is not in
the Bill.

The Premier then gave reasons for the reduction, showing that it had been made apparent to him by a large deputation, accompanied by the honorable member for
Dandenong, and the honorable member for
the Railways Service (Mr. Solly), that a
very ]arge number of people were interested. Upon the question of the circumference of the courses the Premier
s.aidIt was pointed out by the honorable member
for the Railways Service (Mr. Solly) that 6
furlongs was too long for the minimum circumference of a race-course, and that it ought to be
reduced to 5 furlo'lgs. The Government had
agreed to adopt 5 furlongs.
Mr, GAUNSON.-The Richmond course is not 5
furlongs.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member for
the Railways Service (Mr. Solly) had stated that
it would not be dangerous for pony racing to
reduce the minimum distance to 5 furlongs, but
the Government were told that it would be dangerous. The honorable member was speaking
for the Richmond course.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-That is only 4
furlongs.
Mr. BENT said that if that was so, he had
been misled, and if so, he would have to make
the minimum 4 furlongs.

I t seemed th'at the honorable gentleman
carne down with an intimation that he intended to propose, in lieu of the original
clause, which intended to allow of sixteen
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meetings, . seventy-two meetings, and, instead of having a circumference of 6 ~ur
longs, it was to be reduced to 4 turlongs. N ow the Premi~r propos~d that
there should be forty-eIght meetmgs, or
sixteen to each course, and that the CIrcumference was to be 5 furlongs. He (Mr.
Bailes) understood from statements made
by members that the Richmond course was
onl y 4 furlongs in length.
At present,
within the metropolitan area, there were
something like ninety horse race meetings
held every year. There w~ a large number~f
people given to pony racmg, and would It
not be fair to give them a larger number
of days than was proposed by the Premier?
It would be a fair thing to go back to the
seventy-two, taking into consideration the
fact that there were about ninety horse race
meetings held during the year.. There was
another point in connexion WIth the proposal that had occurred to him.. All
through members had been too anxIOUS to
look at some particuIar phase of the question, instead of considering how it affected
the country. The honorable member for
Essendon, who was a great lover of. trotting-he did not know whether the honorable member had any horses that could do
the mile in 2.14 or not--Mr. W ATT.-I wish I had.
Mr. BAILES said the honorable member had shown that he was particularl v interested in trotting, and, after listening
to the elorlllence of the honorable member,
the Premier took the Committee into
his confidence, and said he proposed
to allot twentv meetings for trotting horses
in the metropolitan area. No attention ~ad
been paid to the requirements of trottm~
horses in country districts, and he took It
that the trotting' horse was of just as much
importance in the country as in the town.
He had received a letter to-day, marked
urgent, and he would read it. It was232 Hargraves-street,
Bendigo, 29.'10/06.
Mr. A Bailes, M.L.A., Bendigo.
My DEAR SIR,-I have been requested by. a
number of owners and trainers of trottmg
horses to write to you, and point out the great
injustice to the country trotting courses. The
Gambling Bill now before the Assembly. only
caters for the Melbourne courses.. I, t~mk. It
would be onlv fair and reasonable If CItIes lIke
Ballarat and - Bendigo should be allowed four
meetings per year. You are well aware that
most of the horses about the country are not
class enough for Melbourne, and if trotting .is
wiped out in the country a lot of h~rses w~1l
be almost useless; also trotting stalhons w~ll
not be worth half their present value, and WIll
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be a serious loss to country breeders.
I am
sure you will see that the country courses get
their fair share of the dates allotted. I hope
you succeed in your effort to get all courses
under Government control.

He hoped the Premier would take notice of
the statement made in this letter, for he
must admit, as he was cosmopolitan in his
ideas that all the amusement to be derived
from' driving trotters, watching them, or
betting on them, should not be confined
to the metropolitan area.
Mr. BENT.-Any one would thinl.: this
was a Bill to give facilities for betting.
Mr. BAILES said he must admit that up
to the present that had been his impression,
and not only to give facilities for betting,
but to place the betting man on a pedestal,
so that he could not be interfered with.
He was only asking that, as the trotting
people in the metroQolitan area were to be
allowed twenty meetings, some consideration should be given to trotting people in
the country. A nice trotting club existed at
one time in Bendigo, and they had very
pleasant meetings.
~lr. BENT.-It is dead.
Mr. BAILES said it was dead, and he
did not know why.
A very prominent
religious gentleman ,,'as the president of
that club, and he (Mr. Bailes) did not
know whether that had killed it or not.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Do thev allow trotting
races in New South Wales?
Mr. BAILES said he did not know. He
hoped the Premier would see his way clear
to provide for trotting meetings in the
countrv.
Mr. - BENT.-In Sydney they have trotting races.
Mr. BAILES said unless the Premier
took notice of his request he (Mr. Bailes)
would move an amendment in the direction
indicated.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would be
obliged to the Premier if he could point
out where in the New South Wales Act
trotting races were provided for.
Mr. BENT. - Section 2. There sports,
pony races, and trotting races are rrovided
for.
l\h. GAUNSON said that in the sections dealing with the restrictions on race
meetinas the onlv meetings described were
those to be held on race-courses licensed
for horse or pony racing.
In this Bill
race-courses for 'the purposes of horseracing and trotting were specificallv mentioned.
He was inclined to think that,
notwithstanding the definition section in the

.
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New South Wales Act, it was very doubtful whether trotting races had been provided for.
The proposal now was to
strike out clause 62 and insert a new clause
containing numerous sub-clauses. Amongst
the sub-clauses was one dealing with pony
racing.
Mr. BENT.-Tha.t is not in the old clause.
Mr. GAUNSON said the Premier was
right in stating that clause 62 did not provide for pony racing.
Discussion had
been permitted as to the number of days to
be allowed for pony racing.
Mr. BENT.-If we withdraw the amendment the ponies will be out of it altogether.
Mr. GA UNSON said the Premier suggested that it was possible that the Government would withdraw the amendment, and
the result would be that pony racing would
be put an end to. He (Mr. Gaunson) did
not care whether it was or not, but it would
be a ·shocking piece of dishonesty.
Mr. BENT.-You won't let us get to the
other.
Mr. GAUNSON said the discussion, to
be relevant, should be confined to whether
dause 62 should be struck out.
He had
no objection to that clause being struck out.
The object was to insert a fresh
The moment he rose to speak
clause.
some technicality was raised by his,
old friend and quondam "stone-waller,'
"ho knew how to play the game.
Mr. WARDE rose to a point of order.
He said he desired to know if the honorable member was in order in calling the
Premier a IC damned stone-waller"?
Mr. GAUNSON said the honorable
member for Flemington was like a celebrated police magistrate not two miles distant-who was almost stone-deaf-and
therefore had not heard what he (Mr.
He had any quantity of
Gaunson) said.
material to go on with, and could take up
time for two or three hours at least, but
he had no desire "to do so.
However, the
shocking dishonesty that, was for.eshadowed
by way of chaff-Mr. BENT said he would ask the hen-arable member for the Public O~cers to
allow him to interpose.
The honorable
member had insinuated that there was
some dishonestv in connexion. with this proposal.
Now he (Mr. Bent) had moved
this amendment because the clause as it
stood would prevent ponv racing, would
prevent trotting, and would strike eut the
Richmond course altogether, and he (Mr.
Bent) wanted the clause struck out, in the
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first place, in order that the Committee
migM then have an opportunity of saying
whether there should be pony racing; if 50,
on how many days it should be allowed to
take place; whether trotting should be allowed, and if so, on how many days; and
whether the Committee would allow the
If the
Richmond course to stand or not.
honorable member would not let him do
this, then he would have to stick to the
Consequently, if there
original clause.
was any dishonesty in the matter it was
brought about by the honorable member setting up a technicality which he had no
If this clause was struck
right to do.
(Jut he eMr. Bent) would be able to ten
the Committee what the Government hlad
in view, and afford them an opportunity
of deciding on the matter.
Mr. BROMLEY rose to a point of order.
The CHAIRMAN.-There is no point
of order.
Mr. WATX (to 1\'1r. Bromley).-Get back
to . your tomb.
Mr. BROMLEY said he wished to know
if the Premier was in ortIer in rising at
any moment .and interrupting any hooorable member when that htmorable member
was discussing the question before the
Chair.
Mr. GAUNSON said he rose to a point
of order.
He wished to know if the honorable member for Essendon was in order
in ISla ying to the honbrable member for
Carlton, "Get back to your tomb," practically describing the honorable member
for Carltvn as a corpse?
Mr. BROMLEY said he did not hear
the hOlI1orable member for Essendon make
the remark referred to; but, of course anything Il)ight be expected from that honorable membe.r.
The point of order, however, to whJich he rose was that during the
speech of the honorable member for the
Public Officers, the Premier, without raising any point of order, rose and addressed
Surely that was not in order.
the Chair.
The same thing had frequently occurred
before.
The CHAIRMAN.-What transpired
was this: The honorable member for the
Public Officers was in possession of the
Chair, and the Premier said, "Will the honorable member allow me?"
The honorable member for the Public Officers immediately sat down, and -that is why I allowed
the Premier to proceed.
Mr. GAUNSON stated that he wished
to point out that the Premier was slightly
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in error.
The honorable gentleman said
that clause 62 did not provide for pony
The Premier was quite correct as
racing.
to the clause itself, but if the honorable
gentleman looked at the interpretation
clause he would find that the words" race
meeting" covered meetings for the purpose
of "horse or pony racing," and by an
amendment which had been made trotting
had also been included. So that the clause,
as it stood, really did include pony racing.
Mr. BENT.-Oh, no.
Mr. GAUNSON said he thought there
At
could not be any doubt on the point.
all events, if the Premier thought differently, he would only say that an honest
difference need not divide friendship.
Under the circumstances he did not propose to offer any further objection to the
proposal to strike out clause 62. When
that was done, the Committee could then
argue the amendment of which the Premier
h" d given notice until the cock began to
crow.
The motion to omit all the words after
the word "held" was agreed to.
On the question that the words proposed
to be substituted (see page 2441) be inserted,
Mr. BENT remarked that when he previouslv addressed himself to the subject he
said that in New South Wales the law
provided for twenty-four days for each
course, and there was no doubt that such
was the case.
I t was in the New South
Wales Act.
However, it had been brought
under hris notice that the feeling of the
House and the feeling of the public generally was against giving these twenty-four
days to each course in Victoria.
1\fr. ELMsLIE.-And the A,(;e article.
Mr. BENT said he cared no more for
the A,("e article than he did for the honorable member.
He did not care a button
what either the Age or the honorable member might say.
The honorable member
was making some nastv remarks without
any cause.
He (Mr. Bent) did not make
any nasty remarks to the honorable member.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzrov).-You are
not capable of doing tihat, of course.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
for Fitzroy brought before him a certain grievance.
The honorable member
showed him that a couple of gentlemen
owned a race-course out near Croxton Park,
and in the agreement with regard to that
course, it was stated, he believed, t1;at a
certain man was to receive £600 a year.
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It was also provided, as far as he could
recollect, that there should be twelve days'
racing in the year.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Then he must race on
not less than twelve days.
Mr. BENT said he only saw the agreement once, and he was speaking from
It was represented that that
memory.
course cost a great many thousand Founds,
and that the owner was getting £600 a year
for it.
With regard to the Richmond
course, when he inserted 5 furlongs III
the Bill he thought the length of the
cor.rse was 5 furlongs, but the honorable
member for the Railways Service (Mr.
Solly) had informed him that it was only
4 fur longs.
There were certain courses
in the State which were only 4 furlongs
in length, and therefore he had put the
A lot
clause in the form now proposed.
of people spoke about Wren in connexion
with this matter.
He (Mr. Bent) did not
want it to be thought for a moment that
he was justifying what Wren did, but it
appeared that, because he (Mr. Bent) once
said that since Wren had got control of
these pony race-courses he had improved
the racing, tlhat had been construed into the
belief that he (~fr. Bent) was a friend of
Wren's.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I suppose that is
the reason you have reduced the twentyfour days to sixteen-to show that you are
not a friend of his.
Mr. BENT said it was not.
If he had
his way he would say that in view of the
fact of this man having paid his money
according to law, he should be given twelve
months' notice.
He found, hO\y ever , that
the general public considered that these
courses were the means of bringing thousands of people to ruin.
That ,vas what
they heard all over the pbce.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-What did you say at
Ballarat?
Mr. BENT stated that people said the
honorable member and he would be a pair .
of archangels if they had wings.
He
certainl y had said that he thought it was
fair to reduce the number of race meetings
on the pony race-COurses from 156 to 72,
but he was unable to do it.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Why?
Mr. BENT said it w.as because of public
opinion, whIch rr.led everything.
If honor able members were able to carry an
amendment for seventy-two days let them
do it.
He had proposed this amendment
now so that they could do it if they liked.
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Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Does
that mean) that you will not make it a vital
question, but will. leave it to the good :sense
of the Committee?
Mr. BENT said he had shown exactly
by his amendment what the Committee
could go if they liked.
The amendment
was now before honorable members.
Let the honorable member move his
amendment and carry it if he liked.
He was telling the Committee the
reason thaI influenced him in not
going on with the propooal for seventytwo days.
It was ~cause he found public
opinion against it.
He thought it would
be his duty to say that the 4-furlong
plOvision should stand, and not 5 furlongs, because, although there were people
who contended that the race-course at Richmond did a great deal of harm to the
general public, yet when the Government
started off with this Bill their purpose was
to reduce the number of days on which
racing took place, but not to reduce the
existing number of courses.
Now, what
happened?
As' SOOn as the Government brought this Bill in, all those courses
which professed to be satisfied with the
V.R.C. came to a big- meeting the other
day and said, "Oh, -the V.R.C. are the
great people," and yet they would go be·
h~nd the back of the V.R.C. to him and
ask him to increase the number of davs.
Well, he would not do it. and the only
reason he said "4 furlongs" was that
the Government believed at the time that
they were putting in the length that was
being run.
Mr. WATT.-Then you framed the Bill
without information?
Mr. BENT said he was led to believe
that 5 furlongs was the existing length.
Mr. WATT.-You put 6 furlongs in the
original Bill, so that you were going to close
some courses.
Mr. BENT said the Government were
not going to do so.
The Government did
not draft everv word of the Bill.
At any
rate, they did not intend to knock out these
courses.
They had received lots of
letters.
He had one yesterday from the
Kooyong Polo Club.
The Government
were not reducing the number of meetings
ill that case.
If these people had held
polo meetings thev could hold them still.
Thev did not propose to reduce the num·
ber, but thev were not going to increase
it.
Propositions had been made by means
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of which the Moonee Valley course would
have altogether fifty days, and the Government would not do it.
Mr. WATT.-No one proposes that at all.
It is. proposed to give them six or seven
more at the outside, and that proposal is
not formally made.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
did not know all about it.
Mr. WATT.-I read that letter.
Mr. BENT said he had a letter from
one of The most experienced men in Victoria, and if he was starting a Bill to-day
free that was the Bill he would adopt.
Mr. WATT.--Then why don't you withdraw the Bill and start afresh?
Mr. BENT said he was not going to
withdraw anything.
He had had enough
of this already without withdrawing it.
Let all those people who were criticising
try to take up a betting Bill and see where
they would be.
He had enQeavoured, the
Government. had endeavoured, by every
means in their power, to bring betting within fair and reasonable limits. They knew,
ann he knew. that they could not stop
betting, for, as he had often said, if there
were two flies on the table, people would
bet on which one would win. The other
night he said he was prepared to recommit
clause 58. ~n attempt was being made now
to say that the Government were permitting
betting on race-courses every day.
The
Go"ernment sai,d :now tha:t they !Would.
allow betting on race-courses upon the days
on which races were run.
Mr. WATT.-And onlv about the races
Of). the course at the time?
1\11'. BE~T said to show how this matter
opened out another question was put. The
Caulfield Cup was run at Caulfield the
other day, and the race for the Melbourne
Cup was approaching.
Did honorable
members mean to tell him that men who
were at Caulfield would not bet on the race
that was coming on at Flemington? No
cnp. could stop it.
Mr. BAILES.-You give them a better
chance to do that when you propose to let
them have a settling day.
Mr. BE NT asked what would happen
if the Government did not allow a settling
day?
As men of the world, Minister~
knew that bets were made on the course,
and there should be a place to settle at. .
Mr. BAILEs.-Let them bef in cash, and
not on the nod, and then they would not
want a settling day.
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Mr. BENT said the honorable member
would produce a race of archangels if he
had his way.
Instead of carping at the
Government honorable members ought to
assist them.
The Government could not
carry everything. They wanted to regulate matters, and under this Bill they
were doing a good lot. If they had gone
too far in some things, they were not above
altering a little, but the very minute they
began to alter they were accused of turning tail. What was said the other night
when a proposal was reached that the Government did not put in the Bill, although
they took the responsibility of it? This
plOposal was that if a bet was paid to a
bookmaker, the executor could come along
twelve months afterwards, and get the
money back.
Honorable members surely
did not think for a moment that he would
have put in such a clause?
J\-fr. Vi ATT.-It was in the Bill.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-How did it
get into the Bill?
Mr. BENT said the Government knew
it was in the Bill.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-There are plenty of
precedents in English Acts.
Mr. BENT said there were those who
contended to-day that the Government
ought not to have taken it out, but he did
not want to do anything so ridiculous, and
because he was willing to take it out, he
was accused of changing the Bill, and
backing down. He was the wrong mark
for backing down, unless he thought he
was right. A proposal was now made
..about the totalizator. He would make an
offer to those honorable members whb were
in favour of it. The Government wanted
to pass what he had asked the Committee
to-night to pass, and he had given the
Committee reasons. If honorable members
could carry a proposal for seventy-two
days. let them do it. To those who feared
the Bill would come into operation before
the Cup, the Government said they knew
very well that there were large interests involved, and why a lot of people had been
opposin~ the Bill to get over the Cup, but
they ought to know by this time that the
Bill could not be carried before the Cup.
He asked the Committee for three things.
First of all, he asked for the proposal for
sixteen davs for these three courses, or
forty-eight -in all. Then he asked for the
fou; furlongs provision, or let the Committee take it out altogether. He had a
list of 245 race-courses, of which he was
informed there were four half-a-mile in
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length. If there were four, he was giving
the Committee a reason whv the Government were prepared to test' the four furlong proposal. He was willing to let the
Committee say, and he would favour the
view, that cotirses of that length should be
afforded the opportunity of running. He
did not want it to be said that the Government were confiscating, although he might
get opprobrium for his attitude. He did
not care for that, because under the law
certain things: had been carried out, and
he did not want to confiscate. The third
thing he asked was that the Government
shbuld have some monev from these racecourses. He had asked for 3 per cent.
up to a certain amount, and then for 4 and
5 per cent. The V.R.C. were now crying,
weeping, wailing. It was true that the
V.R.C. had contributed funds to the hospital when jockeys had been injured, and
all that sort of thing. They said to him,
"Oh, do not touch Our revenue, but put
so much on each ticket, and you'll get
twice the money."
Mr. BOYD.-In one case, the man who
goes to the races will have to pay, and in
the other case the horse-owner will have
to pay.
Mr. BENT said the horse-owner had a
lot to pay. The V.R.C. had charged the
bookmakers high rates, and hlad got lots
of money. Were the Government going to
get none of it? He proposed to vary the
tax that he previously put forward. The
honorable member for Gunbower thought
the tax was very hard .
Mr. CULLEN .-I am against the tax.
Mr. BENT said he tried last year to
get something for the charities, and he was
told to do it by-and-by.
He would like
to start now.
Mr. MCCUTCHEON.-You did not put it
into the charities, but into the Consolidated
Revenue.
Mr. BENT said the Consolidated Revenue found the money for the charities.
He could verv soon tum the word "consolidated" into "charity" if honorable
members liked. It was shown that there
were a number of cou.rses in the countrv,
as described by the honorable member for
Ovens to-night, where the people simply
cut away a few bushes, and put up a few
logs for steeplechasing, and then held
races. He did not want to get any money
out of that lot, and therefore he proposed
now to exempt all up to £600. That
would enable the ladies and gentlemen to
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go from Bendigo out to where the leeches
were--the B ullock Creek.
He proposed
also to take'2 per cent. from £600 up to
j~I.,500, and 3 per cent. over £1,5 00 .
Three per cent. to the V.R.C. would come
to about' £1,200 ,a year. Would anybody
say that was too much for what they would
get under this Bill, because the Government could not shut their eyes to the fact
that as under this Bill betting would take
place on the race-courses, the revenue of
the club must increase; they would get all
the fees from the bookmakers, and the
Government would get about £2,000 a
year? Was that too much for an area of
200 or 300 acres of land that they had for
nothing?
Mr. MURRAY.-Do you propose to give
the V.R.C. the right to charge the bookmakers fees?
.
Mr. BENT said he was coming to the
honorable member directly. There was a
proposal for establishing the totalizator,
and the honorable member for Warrnambool had a proposition which he believed
in thoroughly, to have a trust a ppointeu
to manage all these courses. Let that trust
take in hand the matter of betting, and the
question of bookmakers, and all that sort
of thing. There would have to be some
person employed under the trust who
would have to do the regulating. The
V.R.C. talked a lot about regulation, but
it was well known thiat under the V.R.C.
there were men who were directors, who
were betting men. He did not want to refer to what was said the other night, but
he could give a case where the directorswhat were they called ? - Mr. WATT.-The stewards.
Mr. BENT said he could give a case
where the stewards were interested in betting, and the whole lot of them could not
hear a case, and he believed now that two
or three of them, who were forbidden to
bet, were set apart to take evidence in any
dispute.
Mr. GAUNSON.-What about the totalizator?
Mr. BENT said his idea was that if
this Bill was got through, the tote could
come up in a separate Bill, as was done
in Svdnev. and so could the proposition of
the hono;able member for Warrnambool for
a board of management, which was not
provided for originally in this Bill, although he agreed with: it. The other day,
when the V.R.C. held their meeting,
people came from all parts of the country
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making out that they were all sincere in
helping the V.R.C., and the V.R.C.
thought they would use a little pressure.
The Government were told originally th'at
the Bill was prepared by the V.R.C., but
now honorable members saw the V.R.C.
let out.
:Mr. BAILEs.-There was nothing about
a tax of £3,600 a year in the Bill when
it was brought in first.
Mr. BENT said hie was willing to admit that he was the arch conspirator in that
regard, but he wanted some money for
charity from these people-he did not care
where they got it.
Mr. BOYD.-The churches are up in
arms about that suggestion.
Mr. BENT said he did not care for
the churches. He rather believed in
thle indigent poor getting something.
If honorable members could carry the tote
he would afford them the opportunity. He
would like the tote and the proposal of
the honorable member for Warrnambool to
be put in a separate Bill, and he would
allow the Bill to have Government time.
Mr. WATT .-Are you going to vote for
the tote?
Mr. BOYD.-Don't commit yourself just
now.
l\.fr. BENT said he did not say anything of the kind. In Sydney, the question of the lotteries was dealt with in a
separate Bill. He was prepared to do the
same thing, and to afford the honorable
member for Warrnambool an opportunity
of testing the question in reference to the
trust.
The Government did not provide
for this trust. In New South Wales, he
did not think that the Board had an\'thing to do with the davs ()If racing. His
idea was that there should be something
like the Board of Health system. There
should be three members from the country
racing clubs, five from the V.R.C. and the
V.A.T.e., and five appointed bv the Government. That, he understood, was to be
the propositi"on. For the reasons he had
mentioned, he did not want to touch that
matter in this Bill.
An HONORABLE MEMBER,.-The Minister
of Water Supply does not want that.
Mr. BENT said this was not a joking
matter. He was looking to the honorable
member for the Public Officers. He was
more interested in that honorable member
than anybodv else, and he believed that
that honorable member was favorable to
allowing 72 days.
Let the honorable
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member try to get the 72 days. Let him
take a vote upon it. What was the good of
talk?
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Will you leave the proposal for 72 days an open question, or
will you make it vital? Will you allow
honorable members to vote according to
their conscience, if they have any le'ft?
Mr. BENT said that the amendment he
had submitted left that question open for
anybody, but he WOuld not say that he (Mr.
Bent) was going to support such a proposal.
It was open for any honorable membeL to
move for the 72 days, and if that honorable
member had the Chamber with him, of
course his proposal would be carried. But
what was the good of talk? He would be
satisfied if he got these three proposals.
As to the 4 furlongs he was led to believe that it would do :ror a certain course,
and the sooner that course was shut up the
better. He thought he had put the cas,e
pretty fairly.
Mr. WATT.-I suppose you will come to
3 furlongs if you are pressed.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
CI.)uld sweeten it as much as he liked, and
yet he (Mr. Bent) would not come down
to 3 furlongs.
Mr. WATT.-Don't vou think it advisable that you should have got information
before YOU framed the Bill?
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
had not as much information about it as
he 'had. He would venture to say that if
he and the honorable member were crossexamined as to their knowledge on the
subject. he (Mr. Bent) would come out on
top. He would ask honorable members to
take a vote on these proposals. If the
honorable member for l\1.elbourne was
willing to go on with the tote in a separate
Bill. in coniunction with the honorable
member for 'Varrnambool, he was prepared
to give them every 'facility, and to allow
them Government time, so that they might
have a good show.
Mr. WATT.-For the next Parliament.
Mr. BENT said he meant a good show
this Parliament. If he could g~t the par-'
ticular clauses he wanted passed, he could
then send the Bill to another place.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Don't vott
think you had better drop all these
posals, and send the Bill to another place?
Mr. BENT said he would like to know
whether the honorahle member meant that
he should drop the ponies and all.

pro-
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Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Yes j let us
get something sent to another place.
Mr. BENT said he was not going to
drop any more. Honorable members could
knock it out if they liked.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would suggest
that the various sub-clauses of this new
clause should be put one at a time. If
the clause was put as a whole, and an
amendment was moved. and discussed in
sub-clause (10), honorable members who
wanted alterations made in, say, sub-clause
(3) or sub-clause (4) would not be able to
move their amendments.
The CHAIRMAN .-1 should like to explain to the honorable member that the
clause will be dealt with as any other clause
is dealt with in Committee. It will be
open to any honorable member to move an
amendment, and the amendments will be
taken in their order.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).Can you put each sub-clause by itself?
The CHAIRMAN.-No. I never put a
clause in parts.
Mr. BOYD remarked that if an amendment was moved in, say, sub-clause (9), and
an honorable member wanted to move an
amendment in a prior part of the clause,
the runendment could not be withdrawn
if any honorable member refused to give
If an
permission for its withdrawal.
amendment was jumped in on sub-clause
(10) all the previous sub-clauses would be
cut out from discussion for the time being.
The CHAIRMAN.-I always take care
,,,hen an honorable member indicates his
intention to move an amendment that
he does not shut out another honorable
member who desires to move an amendment
in a previous part of the clause.
If an
honorable member who wishes to move an
amendment does not take advantage of his
opportunitv to do so, he will lose his opportunity.
If honorable members will only
indicate where they want to move amendments I will see tliat each amendment is
taken in its proper order.
Mr. WATT remarked that honorable
members might not want to move amendments, but they might have suggestions to
ma:ke and questions to ask with regard to
certain parts of the clause.
He himself
had a question to ask on the first sub-clause,
but he was not prepared to draft a technical, amendment to remedy what appeared
to be a clear defect in the clause.
It appeared that the definition unduly excluded
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ponies.
If an amendment was moved in
sub-clause (2) it would be impossible for
him to hark back to the original matter he
wanted to discuss.
The CHAIRMAN.-There has never
been any other procedure in connexion with
a new clause.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) stated
that he believed on occasions the Chairman
had said "we will take sub-clause (2)."
The Clerk would read that out, and if no
amendment was moved, then the next subclause was gone on with.
The CHAIRMAN.-I have never done
that.
Mr. J.W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said he
desired to move an amendment in subclause (3), to strike out the word" sixteen,"
with a view of inserting the words" twentyfour."
He had no desire, however, to
jump the claim of any honorable member
who wished to move an amendment prior
to that.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK..-Had we not
better amend the clause clean out?
Mr. MURRAY remarked that there would
be a general discussion upon the clause,
and it appeared that honorable members
did not wish to deal with amendments until
after a general discussion upon the clause
had taken place.
He would suggest that
honorable members should discuss the
dause, indicating where they intended to
propose amendments, and after that general
discussion the Committee would know what
amendments were intended.
The Clerk
could then read the various sub-clauses,
and the amendments could be taken in their
That would conduce to the disorder.
charge of business.
Mr. GAUNSON stated tliat the view of
the honorable member for W,alTrnambool
was an excefIent one if it could be carried
out, but the Chairman could not prevent
any honorable m,ember from getting up
and proposing an amendment and refusing
to be bound by an understanding with
regard to a general discussion.
He would
venture to suggest that the difficultv could
be avercome if the Committee discussed
amendments, and honorable members were
kept strictly to the amendmenfs. When the
amendments were disposed of the Chairman
could put the question, "That the clause as
amended be adopted," and honorable members could then fight it out in every aspect.
That was a simple course to pursue, and it
would give ~very honorable me!mber an
opportunity of bringing forward amendments.
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Mr . WATT drew attention to sub-clause
(I) of the proposed new clause, which was
as follows:No race meeting shall be held except on a
race-course which is licensed under this Act for
horse races only or for non" races only or for
trotting races only as the case may be,

He said this would mean that a race-course
could not be used for horse races on one
day, and for trotting races or pony races
on another day. Each race-course would
have to be licensed either for horse races
only or for pony races only or for trotting
races only. That would provide for cases
in which the parties had their own courses ..
but it would not provide for that class of
cases in which the parties holding the race
meeting did not have their own course, as in
the case of the Trotting Association.
Mr. BENT.-I am afraid these trotters
are getting as bad as the ponies.
l\'ir. WATT said he would suggest that
the phraseology of this particular paragraph
should be altered. Mixed racing.. might be
necessary in the country districts, but
that would not be allowed under the clause
as it stood.
Mr. MAcKEY.-Vlhat about sub-clause
(4) !
l\fr. WATT said that sub-claus~ (4)
would allow a race-course to be used for
trotting, without regard to the number of
days fixed for horse racing or pony racing.
Mr .. BENT.-It is said there are five
courses where these trotters trot.
M'I'. MACKEy.-Sub-clal.se (4) allows a
race-course to get two licences-one fot
horse racing, or pony racing, and one for
trotting.
Mr. WATT said he did not know whether that was so· or not, but there was no
doubt that under sub-clause (I) each racecourse must be licensed for one class of
races onlv.
Mr. l\iA-CKEY said that the difficulty
pointed out by the honorable member for
Essendon could be obviated by striking out
the word "only" wherever it occurred in
sub:clause (I). He begged to moveThat in sub-clause (I) the word "only" wherever it occurs be omitted.

. Mr. KEOGH said he wished to know
whether the amendment would meet the
case of country clubs.
S0metimes these
country clubs had horse racing" pony racing,d.nd trotting racing all on the same
course on the same day. Thev frequently
had
horse
races
and
pony
races
Country towns did
on the s'ame day.
not have a large population like the cities,
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and in vrder to make their races pa y as
well as possible, they must cater for as
many of the racing pUblic as they possibly
could.
Mr. BENT.-What about pony races at
sports (
Mr. KEOGH said a permit should also
be given to allow pony races to be run at
sports meetings. The V.R.C. allowed picnic races, and it did not disqualify horses
or jockeys for running at those races. Later
on he would move an amendment allowing
pony races to be held at sports meetings
wivn the permission of the Chief Secretary.
1,,[r. l\IAcKEy.-What is it you want to
know now?
Mr. KEOGH. - Whether, under this
clause, a race meeting would be allowed to
be held in the country with horse races,
pony races, and trotting. races on the same
dav?
~Ir. J. CA~lERON (Gippsland East)
said he wisned tv know wnether, by taking
out three licences, one for each purpose,
it woula not be possible under this clause
to haye three classes of races on anyone
dav?
~Ir. KEAsT.-That means paying three
guineas for the three licences. That is too
much for a poor club to pay.
Mr. PRENDERGAST expressed the
opinion that the clause would haye to be
altered in two or three resoects. For instance, the honorable memb~r for Essendon
had pointed out one matter which
called for amendment.
In his (Mr.
Plenderg,ast's) opImon, it would be
necessary to strike out all the words
. after the word "Act" in sub-clause
(I). The whole of the clause needed redrafting. There was also the case mentioned b\· the honorable member for Gippsland ~orth with respect to mixed raoes
which were held in the country districts.
At one Irace 'm~ing there P{ight be a
pony race, a hack race, and a hurdle race.
A new clause would probably have to be
adopted to meet those cases. Under the
clause as it stood horse races would be prohibited artogeilier unless they took place on
a licensed race-course. Pony races were frequently held on cricket grounds in country
districts, and the courses were only 2 or
2~ furlongs in length. Such races as those
would not be allowed under this clause. It
was therefore necessarv to make the clause
more general in its application, so as to
provide for mixed races at country meetings.
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Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-It is a strange
thing that in New South Wales, with four
times our territory, they did not think it
necessary to provide for these mixed races.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said there was no
doubt these amendments were required.
Mr. MACKEY said the points referred
to by the leader of the Opposition had alreadv been considered by the Government,
and the Chief Draftsman had been requested to prepare clauses on those different branches of the subject. These clauses
had been prepared, or were now in the
hands of the draftsman, and in due course
ijhose .honorable !memberS! who ,favoured
these alterations would have an opportunity
of moving the clauses.
In the meantime
what he proposed was that the word
" only" should be omitted in each of the
three "places where it occurred in- sub-clause
(I). If that were done, it would make the
clause flexible.
If amendments were subsequentlv made which were inconsistent with
sub··clause (I), he would give an undertak·
ing that sub-clau~e (I) would be altered
accordingl v. To pass sub-clause (I) in the
way suggested would in no way tie the
hands of the Committee.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - You should also
strike out the words" as the case may be."
Mr. MACKEY said it would do no harm
to strike out those words.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said he
wished to know who ';\{Quld 'be responsible
for the payment of the licence-fee? Take
th~ case of a course which was upon a public park, and the park was vested in the
local council as trustees.
Would the
council have to pay the fee, or wOt'.ld it have
to be paid b\" the club which ran the race
meeting?
1\1r. BENT.-Who derives the rent from
thp. course?
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens). - The
municipality.
Mr. BENT.-Then the municipality ought
to pay.
Mr. DUFFUS asked the Minister of
Lands if tr0tting competitions at agricultural shows would be affected by this
clause.
Mr. MACKEy.-No.
Mr. ANSTEY said he wished to know
what difference the exclusion of the word
" only" would make in the clause.
It
seEmed to him that the amendment still
left three distinct licences for horse-races,
po.ny-races, or trotting races.
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Mr. MACKEY said that if the word
" only" was left in the clause it rendered
the clause emphatically. exclusive that a
licence was to be issued for horse-races
only, ()If for pony races only, or for tretting
races only.
That weuJd make any subsequent clause which propesed to allew of a
mixed licence being granted absolutely ridi~lous, buit i;f the word "only" were
emitted it weuld be perfectly consistent te
provide that where a licence was issued
for horse races, permission should be given
for helding a certain proportion .of peny
races or trotting races, if the. Cemmittee
The clause was
were so inclined.
simply to permit, if the Heuse wished, .of
a subsequent clause being passed empowering a mixed meeting being held on a race·
course !icep'sed for one class of racing
only.
.
Mr. BAILES said sub-clause (1) provided that no race meeting sheuld be held
except on a race-course licensed under lh~
Bill.
In a great many c.ountry pla.:::es
races were held en reserves used f.or recreation purpeses, which were in the hands
of trustees.
Weuld the registrati.on .of
these reserves as race-courses invelve al'Y
legal disabilities?
.
Mr. MACKEY said .of course that ~vould
all depend on the terms uP.on which the
greund was held. The Bill, as at present,
weuld net affect the question.
Suppose
a ground was held by trustees for the l'urpose of cricket only and for ne other purpose.
Even at the present time horse
races could not be held en that ground,
and the Bill weuld make ne difference. If
horse races might be held now on a ground
held in trust, they might be held if the
Bill became law.
Mr. BAILES said the point he was making was that a grocnd had been reserved for
a recreation reserve, and trustees had been
On that ground they were in
appointed.
the habit .of holding race meetings. "Vas
it absolutely necessary that this ground
sh.ould be registered as a race-ceurse, and
weuld it cease to be .open for recreation
purposes?
Mr. MACKEY said if the clause became
law, and the trustees or the clubs using
the ground wished to nave race meetings in
future thev must have a licence under the
Bill to held race meetings.
Mr. BAILES.-Who is to get the licence,
the trustees or the clubs?
Mr. MACKEY said either of them ceuld
.obtain a licence.
That was a matter of
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arrangement between the two. He understood that the chief difficulty of the honerable member "Was that a licence having
been .obtained fer a race-ceurse meeting,
could the land be used for recreatien purposes?
Mr. BAILES.-Y.oU are really giving two
titles, the title te the trustees and the
licence to the race clubs.
Mr. MACKEY said that was not so.
Take the case when at the present time a
greund was to be used for recreation purposes, including horse-racing. What the
Act said was that in future neither that
ground ner any other place should be held
for the purpose .of herse-racing unless a
licence was previously obtained.
Mr. GAUNSON said sub-clause (1) provided net for licensing a persen but fer
licensing a race-course.
Mr. l\,fACKEY.-That is se.
Mr. GAUNSON said therefore n.o licence
W.ould be issued to any person.
It was
to be issued to a: race-course.
He did not
know hew that would be done, but it would
be so.
A race-course was an inanimate
thing.
He wanted to point .out the diffiHe understood
culties t.o the Minister.
it was proposed te strike out the word
" only" wherever it occurred with a view
of permitting mixed racing.
He thought
if honorable mf"mbers would fellew him
they would find there would be some difficulty, and presentlv Ministers would walk
inte a trap.
Paragraph (a) of, sub-clause
(2) previded that no race meeting for
herses sheuld be held.
Sub-clause (3)
previded than no pony Illeeting should be
held.
Sub-clause (5) defined a tretting
race to mean a race in which each h.orse
.or pony competing was driven by a person
carried in a vehicle drawn bv such horse or
pony.
It would be necessary te f.ollow
this up, with some proviso that, notwith-,
standing the nreceding clauses of the section, it Should ~ legitimate or lawful
to race at the .one meeting all kinds of
races.
By the wav, did the Chief Secretary know that in New South Wales Par·
liament was n.ot c.ontent with the word
" herse-racing," . but there they spoke of
' I horse,
mare, .or gelding"? W ere the
Ministers aware .of that? They were not
fools in Svdney.
Mr. KEoGH.-They are pretty near it in
that Act.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did net knew
that was so.
If a mare was raced under
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the term of horse, a man was guilty of an
illegality.
The House was dealing with
crime, and therefore they had to be very
For instance, cold mutton
particular.
could not be called sheep.
Mr. BOYD.-Dead sheep.
Mr. GAUNSON said there was no such
thing as dead sheep.
Mr. KEOGH.-What do you call live
mutton?
1\1r. GAUNSON said one saw live mutton in some of the low country houses,
such as were found in Gippsland sometimes.
He did not desire to say any
more.
1\1r. '\tv ATT said he understood there was
no amendment before the Chair, and with a
view of making the matter perfectly clear
--he thought clearer than the suggestion
of the Minister of Lands had made it-he
begged to moveThat the ivllowing words be omitted: "for
horse races only or for pony races only or for
trotting races only as the case may be."

Sub-clause (I) would then readNo race meeting shall be held except on a
race-course which is licensed under this Act-
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Mr. BAILES said the other night he
asked the Minister of Lands to explain the
position of people visiting football matches
and cricket matches.
Mr. BENT.-That is more than two days
ago.
Mr. BAILES said he knew that. The
honorable gentleman might have changed
his mind since.
Mr. BENT.-That is what I said.
Mr. BAILES said that was what he was
mentioning now. The Minister of Lands
distinctl v led him to believe that no arrests
or prose'cutions could take place regarding
people making bets at football matches,
cricket matches, coursing matches, bicycle
races, or boat races.
Mr. MACKEy.--Except under the existing
law.
Mr. BAILES.-Of course, except under
the existing law. He had just asked the
honorable gentleman would it make any
difference if recreation reserves became licensed as race-coLrses? There was a clause
in the Bill which made no person liable
for prosecution for making bets on licensed
race-courses on the day that races were being run. Suppose one of the recreation reserves became a licensed race-course. A
week or two after there might be a football
match, a bicycle race, or some ordinary
sports, and if there was any wagering on
those occasions, would the people making
the wagers be liable to arrest without warrant, as was provided in other clauses?
Mr. WATT said the remarks of the honorable member for Bendigo East, following
on the amendment he (Mr. Watt) had
moved, showed the futility of trying to
discuss the clause as honorable members
were now doing. One matter cropped up
to which an honorable member tried to get
attention paid, and another honorable member thought something else was of more
importance, and the whole thing came up
again.
Mr. BAILES. - I did not know you had
moved an amendment.
Mr . WATT said he had moved an
amendment. It appeared to him that the
first thing in proposing a clause was to
put the whole of the governing words of
the clause in the first sub-clause.

Mr. MACKEY said he would point out
to the honorable member that the reason
he did not adopt the suggestion made in
the first instance was that there would be
the whole discussion of races on this
clause. Several matters would have to be
raised. Should pony races or trotting
races be allowed? Should there be mixed
meetings of horse races, with an admixture of one or two pony races? It was
for the sake of flexibility the new clause
was proposed. Sub~clauses (2) and (3) referred to courses licensed for horse racing
and courses licensed for pony racing. The
advantage of the amendment he had
moved was that it left the whole matter
flexible, and permitted of a new clause being introdLced to accomplish what honorable members wanted without being inconsiste\nt, and without any further consequential changes being necessary.
He
undertook if that was not' so, that the requisite changes would be made in subclause (I). He had fully considered the
matter, and at first he was inclined to stop
at the word "Act," but, on further consideration, he thought honorable members
Mr. BAILES.-Did you say the first
might possibly not agree on the subsequent thing was to put the Government in a
hole?
ch,anges.
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Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-I am afraid
they are there already.
Mr . WATT said he would suggest that
the Government should have another Minister at the table. There were only three
Ministers there alreadv, and the leader of
the Opposition and the deputy leader-the
honorable member for Brunswick. If subclause (1) was allowed to stand as he suggestedNo race meeting shall be held ·except on a
race·course which is licensed under this Act,

then it would be possible to provide for
four things which the clause ought to provide for. They were to provide for horse
races, to provide for trotting races, to provide for pony races, and then to do what
country members desired-to provide for
mixed sports outside a radius of 20 miles.
~Ir. CULLEN.-You want mixed racing at
sports?
Mr. WATT.-Yes.
Mr. MAcKEY.-These amendments have
been drafted, and if your amendment is
carried it means re-drafting the two clauses.
~Ir . WATT said the Government was in
an absolute state of fuddle if what the honIt
vrable gentleman stated was correct.
was just as well to speak plainlv. The BilT
had been under consideration -for a good
many weeks, and he did not know how
much longer it was going to take.
Mr. HANNAH.-You will have a headache over it.
Mr. VV ATT said the honorable member
would never have a brain ache. The Mini,ster of Lalndsstated that he had had
amendments drafted, and triey would no
doubt be on the amendments now being discussed. First of all members had the Bill,
then came the Premier's amendment~, and
now the Minister of Lands had amendments
on them.
Mr. l\1ACKEY said he wished to explain, as the honorable member for Essendon evidently misunderstood him. When
he (Mr. Mackey) was addressing, the Committee, he stated that several honorable
members had approached him with regard to
amendments to allo"w of races being held
at sports meetings-mixed races, including
pony and horse races, at the same meeting.
He stated that to give them an opportunity
of moving those amendments he had asked
the Chief Draftsman to draft a clause to
save time. He did not say that he was
going to move amendments, and he did not
indicate the position of 'the Government
with regard to the amendments. What he
proposed to do was to make such an alter:a-
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tion in sub-clause (1) as would allow the rest
of the clause to stIDd as it was if the Committee desired it. The alteration would also
permit of the amendment indicated by the
honorable member for Essendon being carried without being inconsistent with the
first sub-clause.
Mr . WATT said he had misunderstood
the meaning. of the remark made by the
Minister of Lands at the table. It appeared to him that all the Minister of Lands
w'anted to do with sub-clause (I) was to
insert after the word "Act" the words
" except as hereinafter provided."
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT .-That would not
do.
Mr . 'WATT said that it would mean that
there were places up country where mixed
sports would be allowed.
Mr. MACKEY. - I can assure the honorable member that it will work out all
right. If not, I will make the necessary
alterations.
Mr. WATT said members must take the
word of the legal advisers of the Government.
vVould the Government say that
provision was to be made to destroy the
contradiction between. sub-clause (I) and
sub-clause (4)?
Mr. MAcKEY.-Yes.
Mr . WATT said he did n0t desire to
detain the Committee, but at the same time
he did not desire to participate in the passage of legislation that might he contradictory when the whole matter was placed
in a separate Bill. Members had forgotten
a good deal of what they had done, and
before the Bill was finally dealt with it
should be reprinted.
Mr. MACKEY.-That will be done.
Mr. WATT said that should be done to
prevent honorable members from stultifying
themsel ves.
The CHAIRMAN. - I would like to
know what amendment I have to put.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOcK.-That is what
we would all like to kn0w.
Mr. WATT said the honorable member
for Allandale had not followed the effect
of the work of the Committee as -closely
as he might have done. The hon0rable
member had not been present all the time.
He (Mr. Watt) sympathized with the honorable member's ignorance, because it was
hard enough for those who were present all
the time to understand what was being
done. The press told members every morn-ing that they had done certain things, when
they might have d0ne the very reverse. In
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view of the Minister's explanation, he (Mr.
Watt) would withdraw his amendment.
The CHAIR1\1AN.-It is not necessary
to withdraw it, as I have not put it. The
Minister of Lands desires to omit the word
" only" in the second line.
Mr. ANSTEY said the honorable member for Essendon had withdra'Wn his amendment.
The CHAIRMAN.-It has not been put.
~1r. A~STEY said he would like to insist on the amendment indicated by the honorable member for Essendon being put.
The CHAIRMAN. - The honorable
member wiII have to move it, then.
Mr. ANSTEY said he begged to moveThat all the words after the word "Act," in
sub-clause (I) be struck out.

The CHAIRMAN. - In putting that
amendment, I shall have to put it th.at the
words "Act for horse races" be omitted,
otherwise the :l\1inister of Lands will not be
able to move his amendment.
1\lr. AXSTEY said he agreed with the
statement made by the honorable member
for Essendon. According to the Government proposal a horse was not a horse if
under a certain height, and if a galloping
horse broke into a trot he was not aJ horse.
l'[r. WATT.-That is so in actual practice. Everv one knows the difference between a pony and a horse.
Mr. A~STEY said if it was only a
Shetland pony it was a horse. If an anima.l galloped it was a horse, but if it
trotted it ceased to be a horse. The whole
thing was absurd. If a pony was blown out
with too much feed it ceased to be a pony,
because it was over a certain height, and
beca.me a horse.
Mr. SOLLY said he could not see why
the Committee should interfere with any
club that desired to run mixed races. These
clubs catered for the public, and the" had
trotting matches, horse races, and ponv races
at the same meeting. He had travelled
about the country a good deal during the
last twenty years, and he could say that at
most of the country race meetings they had
mixed races to meet the public taste. There
might be several good ponies Gnd good
horses in the district, but the prizes were
too small to induce owners t'O take their
ponies or horses to meetings at a great distance. The fullest freedom should be given
to these people to have mixed racing on
their courses. No reason had been given 'Wh~l
they should be confined to either horse racing, pony racing, or trotting at one meeting.
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The mixed racing in the country was more
appreciated than one kind of sport. The
Bill should meet the public as far as possible by allowing these mixed meetings to
take place. He could not understand why
such a ridiculous proposal was ma.de. Each
time the Minister of Lands got up to explain anything he seemed to get in a bigg.er
mess than ever. He had admired the clear
manner in which the honorable gentleman
had explained matters on many occasions,
but on this paJrticular occasion not one of
the Ministers had been able to explain a
simple clause, with the exception of the
Premier to-night, who made it very clear
that he was going to have sixteen meetings
He (Mr.
on each of the pony courses.
Soll y) wished to offer an apology to that
honorable gentleman. He misled the honorable gentleman at the deputation which
He (Mr.
waited on him some time ago.
Solh) thought it was through him that the
honorable gentleman placed 5 furlongs in
the Bill. He had to apologize to the Premier because when he (~Ir. Solly) made the
statement as to 5 furlongs, he was under
the impression that the Richmond course
wa~ 5 furlongs in length.
He had found
since that it was only 4 furlongs. He took
the blame for the statement. The whole
of the country members were deeply interested in this clause, because if it were carried country meetings would be of no inThey would be
terest to the people.
restricted to one line of sport, where they
now went in for three different lines.
The rivalry and competition took place.
perhaps, along the country road, and
finally the race-course was resorted to to
settle the dispute as to which was the best
pon\' , or horse, or trotter.
In the circum-stances the clubs should have full facilitv to carry out their sport in their own
\vay, without any restriction whatever as
to whether trotting or mixed racing should
take place.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
said the Minister of Lands had made it
quite clear that he would re-draft the
clause to meet the wishes of the country
mt-mbers to have mixed racing.
After
that assurance. what was the use of wast·
ing time?
What more could honorable
Let them get the thing
members qo?
passed.
The amendment was negatived.
Mr. ~1ACKEY again moved'That the word "only" wherever occurring in
sub-clause (I) of the ameudment be omitted.

The amendment was agreed to.
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Mr. GAUNSON movedThat the words "or for all or any of the
forms thereof combined" be inserted after the
words "for trotting races," (sub-clause x).

He said there seemed to be a great deal of
substance in the objection that the licence
might be confined to horse-racing entirely
on the one course, and pony-racing on another course, and so on, and he thought his
amendment would meet the difficulty.
Mr. WATT.-It does not meet the case
of a course being used for different purposes on different days.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was only making
the suggestion, but if it was not accepted
he did not want to press it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he wished
to know the intentions of the Government
towards this friendly amendment.
Mr. W ATT.-How do you regard it?
1\1r. PRENDERGAST said he did not
want to regard it .at all.
The Opposition
were not on the side where they were
compelled to regard anything, but how were
Tom and Dave going to hit it over this
proposal?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said the Government could not accept the amendment.
~1r. WATT said time was when Ministers gave reasons why they would not
accept a. ,proposal.
The effect of the'
amendment, if carried, would be to permit
mixed race meetings in Melbourne, but they
were not wanted there. If country districts
wanted special provisions they could hold
their meetings outside the 2o-mile radius
pl€'scribed; but it was not desired that the
form of sport should be varied to such an
extent in Melbourne-?\Ir. SOLLY.-vVhv not?
"Mr. WATT sain the reason was that the
public had got used to patronizing one form
or another of the sport.
Mr. MURRAY.-No, they have not.
Mr.
ATT said the honorable member
for Warrnambool was twentv vears out of
date in his racing informati~n.-' The honorable member was an authority twep:ty
years ago, but. like Rip Van Winkle, he
had been sleeping.
The Dublic had become accustomed to two different forms of
racing-horse and pony racing.
It was
true that some people had patronized both,
but the great bulk of the people divided
their interest, and it was not often
that those
who freauently went to
pony races ,\rent to horse races also
with the same degree of frequency.

,,7
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There were different governments for these
different sports. Now an endeavour was
being made to revive another old sport in
tlOtting, and he did not think that anybody
who wished to attend regularly to the sport
wanted to go to a course where mixed racing
was held, and the three forms of sport were
developed and catered for. If that were
done, there WOuld have to be a board of
racing control, and the Premier had declared that he did :not want that question
dealt with in this Bill, but that he would
sanction that being dealt with in a separate
Bill along with the totalizator-which did
not go for very much. If the Government
put their foot dO\'lm, honorable memberS
knew how uncomfortable it was in connexion with a Bill like this. But the Premier knew that he had not put his foot
down enough on this Bill. He wanted the
honorable gentleman to put his foot down
pretty firmly, and that would have to ~
done if the Bill was to be passed before
Christma.'5.
Mr. MURRAY remarked that he did not
rise for the purpose of asserting himself
as an authority on horse racing, but if he
knew as little on the subject as the honorable member for Essendon did, he would
not speak on it at all. He (Mr. Murray)
knew perfectly well the sources of that
honorable member's information upon the
sport.
Mr. WATT.-You have not the remotest
idea.
Mr. MURRAY said he knew the
character of the men from whom the honorable member had been imbibing what he
considered to be knowledge of horse
He (MT. Murray) knew what
racing.
practical jokers the jockey boys were,
and what practical jokers the trainers
were. Those people had been pulling the
honorable member's leg, and the honorable
member did not appear to be aware of the
fact. We, in Victoria, had had a mixture
of pony racing and horse racing on pony
tracks. Sometimes we had also had trotting on these tracks, but it was not for
that reason that he rose to spe<l:k and to
support the amendment. The honorabJe
member for Bendigo East, like himself,
was an old sport, and not an antiquated
one, and had more know ledge of sport in
his little finger than the honorable member
for Essendon had in his whole body.
Mr. WATT.-I do not take any notice of
what the honorable member says .
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Mr. MURRAY said the honorable member for Essendon had a very uncomfortable
feeling, but he (Mr. Murray) did not wish
to be too severe on the honorable member.
The honorable member for Essendon could
speak very well on a subject whether he
knew anything about it Or not.
In fact,
he thought the honorable member spoke
more fluently on a matter when he knew
nothing about it. The honorable member
for Bendigo East drew attention the other
night to the fact that at such an important
meeting as the one at Bendigo there was a
trotting match. On many other important
race-courses in the countrv, one of the most
attractive items was a po~y race, and it was
on~ of the hest supported.
There was
often a very large field of these excellent
small animals, and the race attracted great
public attention. He would not like to
see pony races cut out of these meetings.
He thought the Government ought to attempt to meet the views expressed by the
honorable member 'for the Public Officers,
and not do what would be an injustice to
the country clubs. The Premier, when
speaking during the evening on the new
clause, expressed a desire not to be unfair
to what he regarded as vested rights, 'and
the honorable gentleman said that some of
the matters which appeared in the Bill in
its original form would not have been
there if he had had as much information
about the subject as he had now. Tne
honorable gentleman ought to show the
same considera60n for country clubs as he
had shown in other directions.
An HONORABLE 1\IEMBER.-You were in
the Cabinet when the Bill was drafted.
:Mr. :MURRAY said he was not in the
Cabinet when the Bill was drafted in its
final form. He did not think anyone
would like to do an injustice to the country
clubs. Whatever might be said about exces~ive betting and racing in the metropo·
lis, the racing conducted by the country
clubs did no harm. There was no desire
at Ballarat, Bendigo, Warrnambool, or
Beechwarth for 72 days' racing, or even 16
days. These clubs were satisfied with a
m~ch smaller number, but they did not
wish to have their old customs interfered
with, for thev were customs which af'forded innoceri't amusement to large numbers of people on occasions during the
year. He thought it would :nQt affect any
important principle of the Bill, or lessen
the efficiency of the Bill in any way, if
the amendment was accepted. The Government had given no reasons whatever
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for their non-acceptance of it. They had
not said one word against the amendment,
and he would like the Government to state
any reason why the amendment should be
opposed.
Mr GAUNSON said he had moved his
amendment by reason of his having listened
quietly to the observations of men who professed to know a great deal about the subject.
Honorable members had heard a
great deal from the honQrable member for
Essendon, who loudly proclaimed himself
to be full of knowledge, and who was his
sheet aI)chor upon this question. He (Mr.
G aUin son) was very much struck that the
Bill as drafted provided only for horse r:1\'ing, and he presumed that in licensing horse
racing it would not license anything el~-·.
The rule of law an that point was exceedingly simple.
It was that what was expressed was all that was to be expressed.
and that one was not to infer more than
what was said. It had been suggested that
there might be many persons who were interested in the general subject of horse
racing who desired to s~e upon one racecourse the various kinds of racing that were
indulged in, whether pony racing, or trotting, or polo playing. He was not a
/I swell," and did not ride a polo pony, and
took devilish good care not to try, because
he would be sure to be thrown off. But
why should trotting, or ponv racing, or
horse 'racing, or polo, not be allowed on the
one course? In order to meet that difficulty, he had adopted the phrase which he
thought would cover the whole subject.
Mr. BEARD.-The definition clause defines horse racing as covering all that.
Mr. GAUNSON said the definition clause
stated that a horse was a horse. Would the
honorable member show where the definition of "horse racing" occurred in the
definition clause. There ,vas a definition
of "race-cours'e" and " race meeting," but
there was no defini60n of what horse racing
was.
Mr. BEARD.-You cannot have a horse
race without a race meeting.
:Mr. GAUNSON said the honorable
member was getting away from t,he point.
In the Kew South Wales Act, a race meetil~g was defined to be a meeting :for horse
racing. Another phrase defined what was
meant by pony racing.
A meeting for
horse racing was defined to mean any meeting at which horses, mares, and geldings
,,,ere run.
If anyone told him t~at the
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word" horse" included mare he would reply th.at it did not. If a man was charged
wIth Illegally wounding a horse, and it
turned out that the animal in question was
a mare, he could not be found guilty.
Then "pony" was defined in exactly th{same way except that the definition contained a reference to the height.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said that with
regard to sub-clause (1) the Minister of
Lands had promised- that if the word
"only" were struck out he would afterwards make any alteration that was found
necessary in order to meet any subsequent
amendment.
At present the Committee
did not know how many alterations would
be made in the cI au se.
It was drawn on
the lines of the New South Wales 'Act, but
that Act referred to only two descriptions
o£ .racing, namely, horse racing and pony
racmg.
Strange to say, in New South
Wales they had not discovered anvthi.nfJ'
about .mixed racing.
Sir. ALE~NDER PEACOCK.-Why not go
on wIth busmess and leave this sub-clause
over?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said it might
be allowed to stand over.
.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was perfectly
agreeable to the sub-clause being allowed
to stand over, but he warned the Committee against allowing the Government to
postpone amendments until the Bill reached
the Legislative Council.
Honorable members wanted everything attended to here.
He was quite satisfied with the promise
that had been made, but he did not care
to blindly accept everything with the assurance that used to be given bv Colonel Smil'h
-" All right, dear boy."
With a view to
assist the Government in the matter he
would withdraw his amendment.
Mr. Gaunson's amendment was withdrawn.
Mr. MACKEY moved.I

That the words "as the case may be."
sub-clause (I) be omitted.

•..,

in

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. GAUNSON drew attention to subclause (2) of the. proposed new clause,
which was as follows:No race meeting for horses shall be held
held(a) on any race-course within twenty miles
of the General Post Office Melbourne
licence for such raGe-course but not on
on more days than are fixed in the
more than sixteen days in anyone
year; or
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(0) on any other race·course on more days
than are fixed in the licence for such
race-course but not on. mOre than
twelve days in anyone year,
-

and movedThat the words "more days than are fixed in
the licence for such race-course but" be struck
out.

He said that if these words were left in
the:y_ would lead to a great deal of confUSIon, because they would give the Chief
Secretary the power of limiting the number
of days' racing to any number he thought
fit. That was not the intention of the Committee.
Mr. 'VATT.-Are those words not necessary to fit in ,..-ith sub-clause (6)?
Mr. GAUNSON said he did nOI/: think
S? Sub-cl~use (6) would make the position worse still. It provided that the days
for horse racing shOuld 1I10t exceed a certain number, but it did not provide tnat
the number should not be reduced.
He
expressly avoided saying anything now
about the limitation of the number of
racing days.
He was totallv opposed to
th~ limit proposed by the Gm;-ernment, but
thIS was not the proper place to discuss it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that no lr-ss
than four separate clubs held their meetings
on the Moonee Valley race-course nam.;}v
the Oaklands Club, the Moone~ Valle;
Club, the Melbourne Hunt Club, and the
Findon Harriers Club.
This Bill would
~revent new race-courses from being estabhshed for the purpose of meeting the "rants
of those clubs, and at the same time it
would prevent them frOm holding their
meetings on a race-course belonging to
another cl ub.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would point (ut
that the honorable member was not speaking to the amendment.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it was clear
that the case he had referred to would have
to be provided for.
Provision would have
to be made that the four clubs he had feferred to would not be interfered with, but
that they might hold a certain number of
meetings in the year.
They must either
be allowed to establish new race-courses
for themselves or else they must be allowed
to hold 'races on the old courses.
Mr. WATT.-The race-comse is licensed,
not the cl ub.
Mr.PRENDERGAST.-The Moonee
Valley race-course would be a licensed racecourse, but it would be licensed only for
onE' club jf they held sixteen meetings.
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Mr. ,VATT.-There is nothing in the Bill
for that.
~jr. PRENDERGAST said he wanted
to be sure about this. This was one of the
points of difficulty which it was promised
should receive consideration.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).-As
long as there are sixteen meetings it does
not matter what club.
Mr. PRE.\"DERGAST said at the present time there might be fifty or sixty meetings a year on the 'Moonee Valley course.
Some of those meetings were not betting
meetings at all.
The\' were meetings of
amateurs.
Assuming they were not held
fot betting, but for the love of sport, if
one club determined to hold four meetings
of four cIa \s each that would cover the
number of days allotted to the course, and
would not leave it available for any extra
racing.
Mr. \VATT.-The ~roonee Valley Club
proposes to hold thilieen meetings, and give
the Findon Harriers Club, the O.aklands
Hunt Club, and the ~Ielbourne Hunt Club
one meeting each.
'Mr. PREXDERGAST said it was only
proposed to give the duus one meeting
each.
'Mr. VV,\TT.-That is all they have now.
Mr. PREKDERGAST said" some of the
meetings ,,"ere steeplechase meetings, held
in the cold weather, and if a club desired
to nm a meeting in the hot weather it
would be prevented from doing so.
l\[r. WATT.-It rests with the Moonee
Valley Club; they. will allot that.
~Ir. PRE~DERGAST said unless this
matter was dealt with now, and the Bill
was to come into operation on the 1st
J allUar~', a number of clubs would start
race-courses of their own, and hold race
meetings now so as to hold their rights in
tIl£' future.
Mr. BE~T said it had been suggested to
him that there were two or three honorable
members who were not very well to-night,
and th.at progress should be reported. If
honorable members got past paragraphs (a)
and (b) of sub-clause (2), he would agree to
report progress.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he did not
object to the proposition, as the question
involved in naragraphs (a) and (b) could
be fully discussed on the third reading,
and they only involved a principle which
could be dealt with in the two next provisions.

Suppression Bill.

Mr . WATT said he thought the legal
members of the Ministry might give their
views on the proposal of the honorable
member for the Public Officers. The honorable member proposed that certain words
should be struck out, and it appeared to
him (Mr. Watt) that the honorable member
was not fully seised of the effect of subclause (6).
It was provided that the
maximum number of race meetings on a
course should be sixteen per annum, and
that st.b-clause provided that certain club~
should not be allowed to hold that number
because they had not held that number during the year previous to the 1st July, 1906.
Paragraph (a) of sub-clause (2) provided
that no horse races should be held on more
days than were fixed in the licence, but
that the licence should not allow, under
any circumstances, more than sixteen davs.
It seemed a mistake to strike out the words,
as the honorable member proposed.
~Ir. GAUNSON said he did not agree
with the honorable member for Essendon.
He thought it was absolutely necessan' to
pay attention to his PIr. G~unson's) suggestion, but as it was promised to reconsider the matter he would withdraw his
amendment.
The amendment was withdrawn.
On the motion of Mr. BENT, progress
was reported.
ADJOURNMENT.
STREET OBSTRUCTION.
Mr. BENT moyedThat the House do now adjourn.

Mr. PRENDERGAST said as the Premier was not very well he did nat want
to press him on the matter he was going to
bring forward. He wished to ask whether
the honorable gentleman had sent to the
P rahran police for reports on the meetings
of certain people in Chapel-street? The
honorable gentleman agreed to do so last
week.
Matters of serious moment had occurred, and the matter had come to the
point where men were' asserting their rights.
He would like to know whether the Premier had sent for the reports?
Mr. BENT.-Yes.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-And they had
not been returned yet?
Mr. BENT.-No.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at seven minutes
past eleven o'clock.
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, October 31, 1906.
The SPEAKER took the chair at twentyone minutes to three o'clock p.m.
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
CASES OF SUICIDE AMONG EMPLOYES.
-ApPOINTMENT OF JUNIOR CLERKS.
Mr. COLECHIN asked the Minister of
Railways the following questions:I. How many permanent r::lilway men have
committed suicide during the last three and a
half years?
2. What kind of employment were they engaged in at the time of their death?

Victoria Racing Club.

selected candidates bears to the total number of
~pplicants throughout the State is 29.4 per
cent., while out of a total of '105 candidates
wh~ presented themselves at Ballarat, 27, or
equIvalent to 25.7 per cent., were selected, and
it will therefore be seen that the number of
lads selected at Ballarat in proportion to th~
number who presented themselves at that centre
compares reasonably with the percentage throughout the State.
3. No condition has been or will be fixed
which will in any way debar country lads from
securing employment in the Department.
4. The requisite conditions governing the selection, examination, and employment of candidates were exhibited in poster form at every
station throughout the State, and the Commis·
sioners do not consider that anything further is
necessary.

Mr. GAUNsoN.-That is not ·a satisfacHe said he might have made use of much tory answer.
stronger expressions, but he thought it was.
in the interests of the community' that
VICTORIA RACING CLUB.
these questions should be answered.
Mr. COLECHIN asked the Premier the
Mr. BENT.-The number is twelve.
following questions:The avocations which such employes were
I. If it is true that the Victoria Racing Club
engaged in at the date of their death were
has taken about £50,000, being a portion of the
as under :-Station-master, 4 j signalm311, overcharged
railway fares to Flemington raceI j ticket collector, I j carpenter, I j gan- course during a number of years in which it
ger, J j repairer, 2; gateman ,_ I) assist311t has been the tenant, without rent, of a large
collector, I. How much stronger does the area of valuable Crown lands?
2. Does the Railway Department carryover a
honorable member want to make it? The
thousand members of the· V.R.C. to and from
men are dead-there can be nothing the
Flemington race·course without charge for
stronger than that.
railway fares?
Mr. STANLEY asked the Minister of
3. Has the V.R.e. acq.lired a piece of land
on the opposite side of the Saltwater River to
Railways the follo,\,ing questions:I. If any intimation was given by the Railways Commissioners that candidates for employment as junior clerks would be required to be
able to write shorthand and typewrite?
2. 'Were upwards of 300 candidates put to the
exper.se and trouble of attending at Ballarat for
selection, and passed out at once because they
could not write shorthand and typewrite?
3. Has he considered how it will debar country boys from clerical employment in the Railway Department if this new departure is insisted on? .
4. Will he give directions that the conditions
of employment are to be made known in future
before unnecessary inconvenience is caused to
candidates?

the race-course for the purpose of compelling
certain deserving people to patronize the racecourse?
4. Does he intend to see that regulations are
made to cope with the different circumstances
which may prevail at Flemington race·course
when nearly the whole of the betting takes place
there as proposed?
.~. Will the Premier lay on the table of the
Library copies of the balance-sheets of the
V.R.C. and of the V.A. T.e. for the last three
years which have been completed?

He said he was merely asking these ques·
tions in the interests of the taxpayers.
Mr. BENT.-I saw a member of the
Mr. BENT.-The answers to the honor- Victoria Racing Club tills morning, and
asked if he would favour me with answers
able member's questions are as follow:to these questions. I have not received any
I. No, and such a stipulation was not imposed.
2. No.
In order, however, to acquire as much answers vet from him, but I have received
information as possible as to the qualification a memo;andum from the Railways Comof the different candida,tes, the board of selecmISSIoners. With regard to question No.
tors, among other things, did ask each candi
date if he possessed a knowledge of shorthand I, I have about ten stars to that. There
and typewriting, but ill making a selection due is no reply to that in the paper. With reregard was paid to the fact that country lads gard to the other questions the Raih"avfi
did not enjoy the same facilities as town lads
!o gain I?rofici~ncy in shorthand and typewrit- Commissioners saymg, and m no mstance was a candidate rejected
because he was not a competent shorthand writer
and typist. The ratio which the total number of
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2. Prior to 19.02, the first class return fare to
the Flemington race,cOurse· platform was 3s.,
and the second class return fare 25., of which
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the Victoria Racing Club received 6d. per ticket,
but in November of that year the fares were
reduced to 2S. and IS. 3d. respectively.

The

Minister who reduced them was
Thomas Bent. The Commissioners' memorandum continues--

The relluction involved the abolition of the
payment of the 6d. per ticket .to the Victoria
Racing Club, and a consequentIal loss of approximately £,2,100 per annum, while the loss
to the Department amounted to, say, £1,7 00
per annum, and in order to equalize the matter
to some extent, at least, as between the Department and the Club, it ,vas agreed, with the concurrence of the honorable the then niinister-

The :Minister was Thomas Bent.
-it was agreed, with the concurrence of the
honorable the then Minister, to treat portion of
the difference between the loss of revenue incurred by the Department (£1,700) and the loss
incurred by the Club (£2,100) as payment for the
conveyance of such members as journeyed by
rail from Spencer-street to the race-course.
This agreement is operative for a period of
five years from 1902.

Mr. WATT.-That is a lovely arrangement.
Mr. BEKT.-Of course the story is too
long for me to give the whole of the particulars, but later on, when I get the answers from the V.R.C., I intend to explain matters more full y.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Does
that mean that the club has lost revenue
from which the individual members received
no benefit, and in order to make it up to
the ch'.b the members travel free?
1\lr. BENT.-I managed to cut that
down. It was simply an arrangement made
for five vears, and the time is nearh' up.
When th"at time expires I think it is possible that some other arrangements will be
made. With regard to question NO.3, I
have no information either from the Commissioners Or the V.R.C. I know as 3.
fact that the club has purchased land on
the hill where the advertisements used to
be, and it is said by some people that the
club went beyond their powers and illegally
spent that money.
1\1r. MACKINNON.-Thev let the public
in there every race day.
Mr. BENT.-Perhaps what the honorable member interjects is right. I believe
it is true that they allow people to go
there free on every race day, and they purpose giving further privileges to the public
in reference to this matter.
1\1r. COLECHIN.-I think they bOught it
since the last race day.
J
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Mr. BENT.-I think I am very explicit
in my answers, seeing that I have no information except my own. With regard to
questions No. 4 and No. 5, the answer In
each case is I I Yes."
REVENUE FROM LEGALIZED
TOTALIZATORS.
Mr. GAUNSON said he desired to ask
the Premier, without notice, if he would
be good enough to make inquiries as to
the amount derived from all the legalized
totalizators in the various States, and the
amount voted out of the proceeds to
charities? It would be useful if the honorable gentleman wOuld obtain that information.
Mr. EENT.-I have not the slightest
objection-after the Bill is passed. I have
a very shrewd idea of the amount which
is derived from that source, but even now
the various Governments are asking for
more. But I do not mind if the honorable member puts a question in 'about a
fortnight's time, and I will make the necessary inquiries.
GAMING SUPPRESSION BILL.
The House went into Committee for the
further consideration of this Bill.
Discussion was resumed on clause 62,
providing for limitations in connexion with
races, and on Mr. Bent's amendment (see
page 2441).
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) called
attention to sub-clause (3). He said that
the first part of the sub-clause was as
follows : No race meeting for pony races shall be
held(a) on any race-course for pony races not
more than twenty miles from the
General Post Office, Melbourne, on
more days than are fixed in the
1icence for such race-course but not
on more than sixteen days in anyone
year, or if there are more than three
such race-courses the number of days
for race-meetings for each race-course
shall not exceed the quotient, omitting
fractional parts obtained by dividing
the number forty-eight by the number
of race-courses situate as aforesaid
and licensed for pony race-meetings
in that year.

I t would be within the memory of honorable members that when this matter was
mentioned to the Premier last week or the
week before, the honorable gentleman said
he intended to make certain alterations.
Among the alterations that the honorable
gentleman intended to make in his amended
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clause was the alteration of sixteen meetings, as then existed in the Bill, to twentyfour, and the size of the course was to be
redt:ced to four furlongs.
Mr. BENT.-No, five.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said it
was to be reduced to four furlongs.
.
Mr. BROMLEY.-How is it four?
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) sald
it did not matter what the honorable member for the Railways Service (Mr. Solly)
said last night.
.
Mr. BENrI' .-1 said yesterday that I was
willing to make it four.
.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzr~y) sald
that when the Premier was speakmg saz.ne
days ago he (Mr. ~illson) remind:d. hIm
that five furlongs bemg made the mImmum
would close up the Richmond course, and
the honorable gentleman said that .if. that
was the case he would alter the mImmum
to four furlongs.
An extract containing
that statement of the Premier's was read
last night by the honorable member for
Bendigo East. It was necessary to know
how the position stood, so far as the racing business was concerned. There was
a great outcry by a certain section of the
people with whom he had no quarrel, the
effect o£ which was to cause the Government to introduce a Bill to reduce the number of race meetings, to circumscribe the
gambling evil as far as they could, and
to close up the Collingwood tote and other
gambling concerns of a similar chara~ter.
Well and good! The number of meetll1gs
run under the auspices of the V.·R.C. was
400 a year, and the number of p<;>I1y race
meetings, according to the PremIer, was
156 a year.
The grand total was therefore 556. In attempting to reduce the
number, the position was arrived at ~h3Jt
not a single meeting held under the auspIces
of t:h1e V.R.C. was struclc off, but it was
proposed to reduce the number of pon~
race meetings from 156 to 48 on three
courses. That. was an unreasonable reduction. The Bill would reduce the number
of race meetings by 108, but instead of
ap portioning the reduction ~n a fair w.ay
onlv one section of the racll1g commumtv
were to be affected. The Age had a very good
article on this matter on Thursday last,
and, speaking of the various ~eetings,
pointed out that in the metropolItan area
102 meetings were run every vear under
the auspices of the V.R.C.
There were
thus 102 meetings in the metropolitan area
under the V.R.C. and 156 meetings for
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ponies. The Premier, in proposing to
reduce the number of meetings, left the
wealthy section of the people alone-the
sect ion- that had greater facilities than
others.
They. were left ~ith 102 ~eet
ings, but in the case of the pony meetll1gs
the number was to be reduced from 156
to 48. That was an unreasonable reduction.
He admitted that there should be
some reduction, but it should be on fair
and equitable lines.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).Is there the same number of horses as of
ponies?
Mr. T. ""V. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said
he did not understand the question. Did
the honorable member mean that there were
as many horses as ponies racing?
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).Four or five times as many.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said
that races were run oSltensibly for the purpose of encouraging the bre~d of horses.
If there were four or five tImes as rn'luy
horses as ponies racing, then the racing
had had the effect of increasing the breed
of race-horses.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).Look at -the usefulness of the one as corn·
pared with the other.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said. he
did not pose as an expert on that questIon,
but he agreed with the honorable member
for Warrnambool that the racehorse, as
such, was useful only for racing purposes.
1\1r. GRAY.-You will find plenty of race
horses running in cabs.
Mr. T. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said
there were plenty of ponies running about
the city that had been raced, and were
now too old or too slow for racing. There
were hundreds of them in the city in
tradesmen's carts doing just as useful work
as spent race-horses wen~ doing. The Age
pointed out in the article of 25th October,
in referring to the V.R.C., thatMe.mbers of the club are responsible to no·
body save themselves, and the committee is
responsible to nobody save members. It is to
the interest of the club that as many race meetings as possible shall be held under i~s auspices. And it considers that 380 meetmgs a
year do not exceed a proper limit in the public
interest. It is evident tha't if Mr. Bent were
to agree to the conference's proposal .to legal.ize
the v.R.e.'s control of the sport hIS Gammg
Suppression Dill might as well be put at o?ce
into the waste-paper basket.
The gamblIng
mania may only be regulated in o~e way:-~y
reducing the number of race meetmgs wlthm
sober bounds, and at the same time prohibiting
all betting except on race·courses.
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That article pointed out that the proper
way to reduce the interest taken in gambling
was to reduce the number of race meetings within reasonable limits. If the Ministry desired to decrease the number of
race meetings by 108, let them apportion
the reduction fairly between the various
clubs, instead of applying it to one particular section.
The Premier stated yesterday that he had seen the lease of the
Fitzroy race-course; that he was told the
proprietor had given a large sum for it,
and that when he saw the lease he found
that there was a minimum number of
tweh'e meetings to be held. That was perfectly true.
At present the three courses
were held by ooe man j a monopoly had
been created, and whether honorable members agreed with that man or not, they must
admit that he ,ras a smart business man.
There was no doubt that this man was
working his business for all the money he
could make out of it.
\Vas there any
man with a business who was not doing
exactly the same thing as l\Ir. Wren was
?oing in .connexion with his pony meetmgs? FIrst of all, Mr. Wren leased the
three courses, and, having a monopoly, he
concentra~ed the whole of the racing at
one partIcular course j he did not know
that. this Bill woul\d be brought in, and
he dId not desire to injure the proprietors
of the other oourses. I f the original Bill
had become law, 1v1r. Wren would inadvertently have closed up the Fitzroy racecourse, and the mane\' invested in it 'bv the
proprietor would have been confis~ated
through his action unintentionally and that
?f the Government. The Premier, recognismg these difficulties, promised that there
should be seventy-two meetings, or twentvfour each for the three courses. There was' a
very admirable article on this question in
It was in
the Herald of 26th October.
the form of an interview between a Herald
reporte~ and 1\Ir. Spry, the proprietor of
the FItzrOY race-course.
The article
stated-

"It would never pay to train ponies if thereis only one day's racing for them every eight
days. There are so many classes of poniesponies of different heights-that with a meeting
once in eight days ponies of one particular class·
out of the ten or twelve classes there are, would
have to wait weeks before getting a race to·
start for. There are only the three unregistered
courses in Victoria, so the ponies and horses
that have raced on these courses cannot be raced
elsewhere. To show the importance of the pony
breeding industry to the State, I may point out
that the pony Pantry Maid was bought a few
weeks ago for £20, and after developing speecf'
on the pony courses, she was sold the other day
by Messrs. Adamson, Strettle and Co. for 35(»
guineas. That shows how important pony racing is to the pony breeding industry."
"Then you think you must have 72 days if
pony racing is to continue?"
"Yes, 72 days at least. Even with that number, I think it would be killed in a year or two.
'We would be quite satisfied with 48 days if the
V.R.C. would make the ponies and horses
eligible to run at meetings under the V.R.C.
rules. "

Mr. S. Spry, owner of the Fitzroy race.course,
was very much concerned about the reduction
of pony racing days from 72 to 48 .
': There are," said Mr. Spry, "over 4 00
racmg days for horses under the rules and control of the V.R.C. every year in this State.
The Bill firs~ proposed that there should be 72
for pony racmg, and now it is proposed to reduce the number to 48. If that is done the
pon? people w.iIl ~ave to practically give up the
busmess, and It wIll mean ruin to many of the
owners and trainers of ponies and horses that
have run at unregistered meetings."
"How will it affect them to that extent ?"
Mr. 1. W. Billson.

To men like himself it mattered very little
from a personal stand-point, but he- would
like to point out to the Premier and to·
honorable members that there were men
whose business it was to breed, train, ride,
and look after ponies. These men, in the
event of pony racing being shut down,
would be put out of. their avenue of employment for the rest of their life6me, .be·
cause they could not obtain employment
under the V.R.C. rules.
Indeed, if a.

Mr. BENT.-I believe the V.R.C. are
willing.
~1r. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said if
that were so the V.R.C. had changed ill
their attitude, and they had kept the inIf they were'
formation to themselves.
willing to do that it appeared to h{m that
they must be willing to appoint a board
of control for non-registered clubs.
He
would be very pleased to see the Government appoint a board, and put upon that
board representatives of the w1registered
clubs, together with some representatives.
of the V.R.C., and some members independent of racing altogether to be appointed by the Government-men who were
not members of either registered or unregistered clubs. The interview went onThen pony trainers could train horses as well,.
and so make a living. Under the Bill as it
stands what are the owners of horses that have
run at the pony meetings to do with them, if
the V.R.C. will not make them eligible for the
registered meetings? If they are over 15 hands.
they cannot run any longer at pony meetings,
and they are disqualified from running at many
other meetings.
This will spell ruin to many
owners and trainers of such horses.
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horse duly entered under the V.R.C. rules
to run for the Melbourne Cup should happen to be !rta.bled in a stable owned by .a
non-registered man, and looked after, It
migi)t be, by a non-registered trainer, the
horse itself would be disqualified for life.
No boy who had ridden a horse or a
pony at a non-registered meeting could
.ever hope to be able to ride at a registered
meeting. The V.R.C. simply closed that
employment to him, .as if he was the
greatest criminal who ever entered a penal
.establishment.
A boy might have been
anxious to obtain employment, and he
might have taken the first employment he
{;ould get. If he happened to obtain employment at a registered meeting it was
good luck, and his future might be a
bright one, but if his first opportunity was
at an unregistered meeting he could never
expect to ride under the V.R.C. rules.
That bov, the men who trained unregistered hOl:ses, and the stable keepers, would
be thrown out of employment, and not only
thrown out of employment, but the only
avenue of employment they had would be
<:losed against them for ever.
There was
nothing like a trade union rule to say a man
must pay £1 because of something he had
<lone. These men would be simply stamped
.out for life by the V.R.C., which posed
as the great cleanser of sport in Victoria.
There was one point he wished to make.
He proposed to run down the list of the
programmes of the three unregistered race<:ourses-Richmond, Fitzroy, and Ascot.
At Richmond there was one race for ponies
of 12.3, one for ponies of 13 hands,
<one for ponies of 13. I, one for ponies. of
13.2, and a race for horses. The next meeting was at Fitzroy. There was one race for
ponies of 13.3, one for ponies of 14 hands,
-one for ponies of 14. I, one for ponies of
14.2, and a race for horses. It would
be observed that non~ of the measurements for races on the one course fitted
in with the races on the others, so that if
..a person had a pony of 12 hands or 12.3
he could run it at Richmond, but
there was no event on the Fitzroy or the
Ascot courses for which it could be entered
in its particular class. At Ascot there was
a race for ponies of 14.3, and the
<>ther events consisted of races over differ.ent lengths. A pony could only get one
race at the three meetings, whereas under
the V. R. C. rules an owner of a horse
-could run his horse at nearly every meetIng.
Indeed, if a horse could be transported

Suppression Bill.

quickly enough from one course to another,
it could be run on every day of the year
bar Sundays. The matter should be viewed
in this light. There was a class of trainers,
jockeys, and racing men connected with
horse racing, and there was another class
of trainers, jockeys, and racing men connected with pony racing. Honorable memberswere determining to restrict race meetings. As just and honorable men they
should restrict them in such a manner that
there would not be the appearance of persecuting one section, and at the same time
leaving the other with the hall-mark of Government approval on it. Honorable memberi
should so arrange matters that they might
cleanse the sport to its utmost without
throwing men out of employment.
They
should so conserve the rights of the men
who owned racehorses and controlled
sports that there should not be the appearance of hunting after them and making
them criminals by taking away their livelihood, while at the same time encouraging
the sport so far as the bigger clubs were
concern~d.
He was very pleased at the
attitude taken up by the Premier yesterday.
In effect, the honorable gentleman said, " I
have been under great pressure from all
sides. I have endeavoured to do my best.
I am not strong on this question. I leave
it to the wisdom of the House. It is not
a vital point. We are determined to restrict meetings, but whether we sh1all leave
the number at forty-eight or seventy-two
is to be left entirely to the judgment of
honorable members."
He was very pleased
to hear the Premier make that pronouncement, and he now would content himself
with moving an amendment to provide that
twenty-four meetings should be allowed instead of sixteen, so that honorable members
could give a fair and unbiased judgment
in the matter. The bulk of meetings were
held at Richmond race-course-he thought
about 140 out of the 156 that were held,
but he was not quite sure of the figures .
This becanle a nuisance. If his amendment were carried the number of events at
Richmond would come down from 140 to
twenty-four, and surely in the name of all
that was reasonable that was sufficiently
drastic for honorable members, and he left
the matter to their wisdom. He begged to
moveThat the word "sixteen," sub-clause (3),
paragraph (a), be omitted, and the word
" twenty-four" substituted.
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Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Richmond)
said, as he intended to vote for the amendment, he thought it was only right to explain his reasons for doing so. As far as
the Richmond race-course was concerned,
the honorable member for the Railways
Service (Mr. Solly) knew there was' a
section of the electors who were opposed.
to the Richmond race-course, but a good
many of those persons .were personally interested. There were always two sides to a
question. He knew people who had purchJased property near the race-course know·
ing that the race-course had been leased
for five or six years. He might say right
off that one of the businesses he referred to
was an hotel business, and the other a
grocery business. These people, knowing
that Mr. Wren or somebody else had a
lease of the Richmond race-course for five
or six years, had given a far bigger price
for their properties than otherwise they
would have done. The pony races were
quite legal, and it ,vas never thought for a
~oment that legislation would be brought
III to reduce the number
of meetings.
Granting pony racing was an evil, if there
were to be sixteen meetings allowed surely
the evil could not be made' much
greater by allowing a few more meetings.
That objection, therefore, could not hold
good. Since Mr. Wren had taken over the
c~trol of this COLrse he was told by the
neIghbours round there that the nuisance
was not so great, and he was told by those
who frequented the course that undoubtedly
Mr: Wren was endeavouring to make pony
raclllg as pure as it was possible to make
that kind of sport. Everybodv must admit
that the sort of thing that wa~ complained
of did occur on all race-courses in the
State. He thought it right to qualify his
vote on this matter by this explanation.
He had been very silent on the Bill generally. ~here was no doubt that the public
had cned out for some legislation, but
they .never expected so far-reaching a Bill
as thIS, and every day puJ:,lic opinion was
getting very strong in the matter. All the
public required was that legislation should
be brought in to lessen the very large number of meetings that were being held, and
it was a fair compromise to reduce the
number of days for pony race meetings
from 156 to 72. He therefore intended
to support the amendment to subsititute
twenty-four for sixteen.
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Mr. MURRAY said the statement of
the honorable member for Richmond was
probably quite correct that certain properties had been enhanced in val ue through
so man):" race meetings being held on the
Richmond course, br.t there was another
side of the question. An argument that
should plead more strongly with the
Committee was that there had been other
properties in the neighbourhood that had
been much depreciated, and that the most
respectable residents of the locality complained strongly of the influences that were
brought about by the Richmond racecourse.
Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Richmond).-That
is quite correct. I did not deny it.
Mr. MURRAY said he was Sure that if
the residents of the locality were polled
their verdict would be not merely in favour
of a great reduction in the number of -race
meetings held on the Richmond course, but
for the abolition of it altogether.
They
really dreaded to go along Bridge-road
when the people were gathering to go on
to the race-course, or when they were leaving it. He said nothing about the way in
which the races themselves were conduc'ted.
In the circumstances, he believed the v were
as w.ell ~nd honestly conducted as pOssible,
consldenng the class of people who in a
professional way patronized the meetings.
The honorable member for Fitzrov did not
choose altogether a fair comparison when
he cited the nr.mber of race meetings for
h~rses held within the metropolitan distnct, and compared them with the number
of. pony meetings held.
It would have
been fairer to take each individual course
and compare the number of race meetings
held on each course with those held upon
each of the pony racing courses.
What
was the limitation provided for under the
Bill? What was the actual state of affairs
on the Flemington race-course?
There
,~as t? be found the greatest racing institutIon III the whole of the Southern Hemisphere, a management that had equipped
the race-course in such a manner-he admitted it, and he was known to be no admirer of the V.R.C.-that with its appointments it had no rival, and there was
nothing comparable with it in any part of
the world. Yet that great race club was
satisfied with sixteen meetings a year, whi Ie
twenty-four meetings were demanded for
the Richmond course, which, after all, was a
The
twopenny-halfpenny little course.

Gaming

[31 OCTOBER, 1906.]

racing had been notoriouslv excessive upon
these pony race-courses. The honorable
member for Fitzroy also directed the attention of the Committee to the number of
jockeys, trainers, a:nd owners, and others
directly interested in pony ra~in.g, a~d
pointed out how they would be Injured If
the Government proposal was carried, but
the honorable member entirely neglectedpossibly forgot to mention-another point
that 'was of vrtal importance for the Committee to consider. Whilst those people-the rider, trainer, and owner-might derive their living from the sport of pony
racing, who was it that provided the sinews
of war for the pony race meetings? He
would have liked the honorable member to
give the Committee s~atistic~ comparing
the number of ponies, say, within the
metropolitan area, where all or the greater
bulk of the racing ponies of the State were
to be found, with the number of horses
that were racing, and comparing also the
numbers of persons actually engaged in
the two sports. If that comparison was
made the Government proposal wodd be
found to be equitable and fair. The honorable member asked for a reasonable compromise-that the pony courses should be
allowed a reasonable number of meetings,
but he based this claim upon the unreasonable number which had actually been held.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (F't'tzroy).-And the
fact that a pony has perhaps only one race
in three or four meetings.
Mr . MURRAY said a pony might run
in different classes.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-He can
onl y run in his own class.
Mr. 'MURRAY said a pony under a certain height might run in several classes. A
tip-top 12.3 pony might race up to 13.2,
and probably win. At any ordinary race
meeting on a course for bigger horses, very
often there would be a difference of a
hand or a hand and a half or more between
the smallest and the largest horse competing, and the biggest and highest horse was
not always the best. Height did not always
indicate the speed of an animal, nor even
its weight-carrying capacity. Whilst the
honorable member for Fitzroy had dwelt
upon the number of those actually engaged
in pony racing, he said nothing about its
patrons-the men who supported pony race
meetings. It had always been a puzzle to
him how they had been able to support
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it. For the most part the patrons of pony
racing were not rich.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Oh!
Mr . MURRAY said some of those with
whom the honorable member was brought
most directly into association had, he believed, done remarkably well out of pony
racing, but at whose expense? If the pony
meetings were supported by those men who
attended the present meetings, and if the
Government proposal was passed, the number of meetings proposed would be the
only opportunities they would have of
betting. If 156 days' racing was allowed
them in a year, he supposed the same
people wOlild be found patronizing the three
courses, and therefore they would be attending race meetings for 156 days in the
year, or actually more than half the working days of the year. Was it well to en~
courage people to neglect every kind of
honest work in order to spend 156 days in
each year in doing what would actuall v
yield no profit to the country, and mak~
no addition to its material wealth? Taking a wider scope, supposing every man in
the' community attended race meetings for
15 6 days in the year, what sort of a country would this become, and whither would
we be going?
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Does not
that apply equally to horse racing?
Mr. MURRAY said it would apply to
horse racing. He would have liked the
honorable member to give the figures showing the difference between the number of
patrons of horse racing and of pony racing.
He supposed the race-course supporters
outnumbered the visitors to the pony races
many times over, and on that grolind the
Government proposition was equitable. At
present 156 days were taken annually out
of the lives of the people who went to
pony meetings ostensibly for sport.
If
that sort OD thing was carried into other
sports it really became a menace to the
community, and threatened the very prosperity and weB-being of the State. Something else proposed in this Bill had been
taken no notice of-that a monopoly of
pony racing was to be given to those three
courses, for he did not see how any other
courses were coming in.
Mr. GAUNSON.-It is the same with
every other course.
Mr. MURRAY said many other racecourses were In an entirely different
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posItIon, in that they were not run for the
purpose of gain or profit to one individual.
1\Ir. PRENDERGAST.-Vlhat is the difference between the monopoly of pony racing
and the monopoly of the V.R.C. ?
Mr. MURRAY said there was a great
difference. The profits of all the ponv
meetings went to benefit one individual
personally, but not one of the members of
the V.R.C. made any personal profit OUt
of races held upan the Flemington course.
The V.R.C. ,,'as a non-proprietary concern, and all the profits were expended in
the support of the institution itself.
1\lr. PRENDERGAST .-The profits of some
of the courses registered under the V.R.C.
go to private individuals.
Mr. M CRRAY said he was dealing with
the case of the V.R.C., which \\as the on'~
the honorable member first mentioned. The
members of the V.R.C. made no personal
profits out of it.
The members of the
committee and of the club had perhaps
great privileges, but they got no personal
benefit.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-You forget that when the leases .of these pony
courses expire a monopoly can no longer
exist, whereas this piece of legislation will
go on for all time.
Mr. MURRAY said the pony racecourses would pass out of the hands of .one
private individual into the hands of another private individual, but diat would not
make them non-proprietary courses.
Mr. WARDE.-But it ceases to be a monopoly.
l\Jr. l\llJRRAY.-Yes, unless another
combination was formed among the lessees.
But that did not affect the principle for
which he was contending. namely, that
whatever profits were made from these
pony races went into the pockets of private
individuals entirely, but that was not the
case with non-proprietary race,-courses. In
his opinion, the proposal of the G.overnment to allow sixteen days' racing on a
pony race-course was a fair and reasonable
one. No one had attempted to sh.oW that
any good was done bv the excessive racing
that had taken place on the pony courses.
Honorable members had. no doubt, seen a
letter which had been addressed to the Premier bv l\1r. T.ohn Wren. He did not wish
to bring- in the name of anv private individual, but it was verv hard in this discussion to keep out the names of Judkins and
Wren. Mr. Wren wrote a letfer to the
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Premier, and a pitiful wail it was, pointing out how his interests would be injured
by the reduction that was proposed in the
number of racing days.
2\1r. BEAZLEY.-It was a straightforward
statement of his case.
~fr . MURRAY said that now that it was
proposed to pass a law to restrict-and he
held, to properly restrict-the number of
r'ace meetings on pony courses, 1\1r. Wren
made this appeal to the Premier.
~Ir. W ARDE.-Do YOU not think that the
reduction will do hi~ injury?
~lr. GAUNSON (to ~1r. Murray).-Are
you not in fayour of giving compensation
to publicans? The principle here is exactly
the same.
~1r. ~IURRA Y said the princi pIe was
entirely different. The hotelkeeper was
making a living by legal means.
~1r. GAUNSON.-SO is the other in run""
ning his race-course1\fr. l\IURRAY said that this gentleman
had been raised to a position of affluence,.
by wnat means? Had it been done by perfectl y legal means?
Mr. BEAZLEY.-That is not a fair argument.
Mr. MURRAY said that, whether it was
a fair argument or not. it was a perfectly
true statement that this gentleman had
placed himself in this position by systematic illegal practices, and now that a
law was being brought in which said it
would endeavour to take his clients from
Mr. Wren, he (Mr. Murray) could see the
necessity for that gentleman-if he was going to make a good thing out of it-to
cry out for an increase in the number of
ponv race meetings.
Mr. WARDE.-Do yOU hold that this Jaw
will be effective in su'ppressing the tote?
Mr. MURRAY said it was hooed that
it would suppress the tote, and if t-hat were
the case, the nece~sity for having more
pony races would be greater from Mr.
Wren's point of view. ~T ere honorable
members so simple as to believe that these
pony race meetings were run in the interests of true sport, or anything savouring
of sport?
Mr. W ARDE.-You know thev are not
illegal.
.
Mr. MURRAY said that pony racing it'self was not illegal, -but ver~ illegal use
had been made of pony racing. It had
been simply the medium .of betting in an
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'illegal way. Would the honorable member deny that in connexion with everyone
.of these pony race meetings z illegal betting
had been in operation?
.
Mr. WARDE.-You have here a Bill to
.suppress the tote.,
Mr. MURRAY said that here was a
.,gentleman who, by illegal practices, had
been elevated into a position of wealth,
.and he was now shrieking out against the
'.enforcement of a law for which he had
,never shown one iota of\ respect.
Mr. GAUNSON.-That is a mere assertion, without anything to support it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Did not the Premier say that Mr. Wren had made the
sport cleaner since he has been running the
'pony races?
Mr. MURRAY said that honorable members would clean it up as much as they
could, but to increase the number of racing days from sixteen to twenty-four
would, he thought, be going in the wrong
.direction.
Mr. ANSTEY.-Will you explain why you
'voted against Mr. Isaacs' Bill some years
.ago?
Mr. MURRAY said th,at at that time he
.did not have a full knowledge of the facts.
He was too tender in his conscience, but if
he had known then that the totes were becoming the very great evil that they had
become, he would have voted unhesitatingly for the Bill. His object in voting
.again'St it was not to protect Mr. Wren,
but he thought, at the time, that Mr.
Isaacs' propositions were too drastic, and
that they threatened to interfere too much
with the liberty of the subject. He could
see now, in order to preserve the liberty of
the subiect, it was sometimes necessary to
(;urtail the liberty of certain individuals.
He would refer now, for a moment, to the
position of those who made a living out of
pony racing, in what might be considered to
be a legitimate manner-the owners and
the trainers.
He supposed that these
people made their living from the stakes
that were given at the race meetings.
Mr. GRAY.-And from betting.
Mr. MURRAY said that if an owner
took part in these race meetings for the
purpose of bettintT. he helped to increase
gambling.
.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Is there any race-course
which is run only for the stakes?
Mr. MURRAY said that if the number
of race meetings was reduced, there was
nothing to prevent the amount of the stakes
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from being increased. Instead of giving a
small stake of, say, ;:'20, it might be increased to £30, and the man who won the
stake would then win as much, probably,
as he would have won if a greater number of race meetings had been held. But
this pony racing wa:; something that had
sprung up out of betting of an illegitimate
kind, which was foreign to the very best
interests of sport, and for these reasons
he would certainly support the proposals of
the C';TQvernment.
Mr. GAUNSON said the honorable
member for Warrnambool reminded him a
good deal of the old Cameronians. He
was over-pious in his old age.
In his
) oung and callow day's the honorable member was opposed to any interference with
the betting system, but now he would like
to put an end to horse racing, to betting,
and to everything connected with it. In
fac~ one would think that it was not a
case of the honorable member leaving his
vices, but a case of his vices leaving him,
because he had no longer any intention of
indulging in them. The honorable member ventured to tell the Conamittee--and
he (Mr. Gaunson) had never heard a more
egregiously incorrect statement-that what
the Government proposed was perfectly
equitable. To commence with, was pony
racing a new thing? Was there any great
difference between pony racing in Victoria
and pony racing in New South Wales?
What was the state of things in New
South Wales? Within a reason'able radius
of the General Post-office, in Sydney" there
were three pony race-courses, and these
three courses must now, under the new law1
serve for the whole State of New South
Wales. Fresh courses could not be established anywhere. He (Mr. Gaunsoo) had
never attended a ponv race meeting in his
life. He visited the Ascot course on a day
when there was no racing, but who they
were who frequented it, and who they were
who made a living at it, and whether they
made a living in a perfectly lawful manner, or in a shady manner, he did not
know. The honorable member for Warrnambool knew a great deal more about the
shadv side of' the business than he (Mr.
Gau~soo) ever did in his life. Let honorable members consider whether the proposal of the Government was equitable.
What the Government said- was this: "All
you of the V.R.C. fraternity, whether you ~
belong to the mother club or to its chickens,
running under the rules of the V.R.C., on

Gaming

[ASSEMBLY.]

what are called registered courses, we do
not propose to take one half-hour from
you. Things in your case shall be entirely
as usual. You shall not be so much interfered with as by the skin of your teeth."
Not only was that said by the Government,
but, as he understood the proposition, they
wer~ actually increasing the number of
days' racing on some of the courses ..
Mr. BENT .--You are making a mIstake.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-They are given an
opportunity to increase them.
Mr. GAU~SON said the V.R.C. had
assumed to themselves a power which had
been stupidly acquiesced in by the owners
of courses, such as Mentone, Sandown,
Aspendale, and Moonee Valley.
Mr. MURRAY.-They have knocked out
Maribyrnong.
Mr. GAUNSON said the V.R.C. had
arrogated to themselves-that 'was the
word he preferred to use, because it was
the exact truth-the right to limit the number of race meetings on registered courses.
Why did he put special emphasis on the
statement that thev had arrogated to themselves certain powers? They were nothing
but trustees' in respect to a public racecourse.
1\fr. BENT. - They have acquiesced in
that.
1\11'. GAUNSON said that foolishly this
arrog.ation had been acquiesced in.
Mr. MURRAY.-Because they could not
he I p themsel "es.
Mr. GAU~SOX said he would show
honvrable members the extraordinary baseness of the conduct of the V.R.C. They
. were nothing but trustees in resp~ct of a
public race-course, and aJ publIc racecourse as its name implied, was a racecourse' 1:0 which the public had the right
to !have access, and to enter their horses.
The V.R.C. had arrogated to themselves
the power-he was about to erron~usly
say "the right "-to say to the propnetors
of these various race-courses that they
should onlv have certain days, and also,
if they allowed upon their course a bookmaker who was not registered with the
V.R.C., or if they allowed to rut,1 upo.n
their course a horse that had been dIsqualIfied bv the V.R.C., tihe course on which
these things happened should be disqualified and the club would no longer be
within the charmed circle. All this the
Government practically proposed to legalize. There was not one cours':! interfered
with bv the Government but the courses
that were denominated pony race-courses.
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Who was it honorable members were told
had f0r the time being the dominant power
in respect of these pony race-courses?
Mr. BENT .-Would you justify eightysix days at Richmond?
Mr. GAUNSON said. he was justifying
every single day they had now g.ot. The
Government were giving to the V.R.C. and
the V.A.T.C. exactly what they had now,
but they were taking from a private owner
what he had now, and to that extent the
proposal was nothing short of con6.scation.
If the Government were going to compensate in respect to a lawful business
such a~ ,an hotel, why should they not
compensate also in respect to a lawful
business such as pony racing, as it undoubtedly wa:s? Why not compensate the
man who was injured by this legislation?
Mr. PRENIXERGAsT.-The Premier proposes to compensate the Chinese also.
Mr. BENT.-I did not make a proposition; I made a suggestion. We give these
eight~'-six days on the four furlongs, but
you do not give any credit for that.
Mr. GAUNSON. - What eighty-six
davs?
iHr. BENT .-Eighty-six days at Richmond.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would ask whether there was any law to prevent it.
Mr. BENT.-There ought to be.
Mr. GAUNSON said that it was a
horse of another colour. It was a questivn upon which men might-dispute until
the crack of doom. Where did the Government get their mandate from? Had
they got a mandate from the people?
Mr. BENT.-Surely you don't want a
dissolution on that?
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not care
whether there was a dissolutivn on that or
not. Honorable members knew verv well
he was not regarded in a friendly spirit by
members of the Labour Partv. He would
read to the Chamber a letter ihe had received from a well-known member of the
Labour Party upon the attitude he had
taken up in reference to this Bill. The
Jetter was as fvllows:129 Charles-street, Abbotsford,
27th October, 1906.
DEAR SIR,-I have for a considerable time
done you the injustice of believing you the
enemy of the workers j that belief was strengthened by those who claim to be leaders in the
labour movement, but after your splendid defence of the rights of the poor man, and your
denunciation of class prh-ilej!e during the rIe·
hate on the Gambling Bill, I am sure that I
have done you an injustice. My opinion on this
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subject is shared by almost all my fellowworkers with whom I have discussed the
matter. Jim Beard, with his fishy illustrations,
and his rubbishy accusations of "Social Crime"
against those who bet, had better buy himself a
trowel.

That was not his (Mr. Gaunson's) language.
:Mr. ELMSLIE.-It has a very familiar
ring about it.
Mr. COLECHIN.-You will put the letter
on the table, I suppose?
Mr. GAUNSON said the honorable
member might put the letter in his pocket
if he liked, and g,o and ascertain whether
it was genuineHe'll want it after next elections, unless
the Salvation Army engages him as a torch
bearer or drum beater, and there are one or two
more on that side who will be told to "Try
"Vork" when those whom they have called" Social Criminals" are asked to put them in again.
You've done good work, sir, and -win or lose
we will not forget you when the day of Parliamentary reckoning comes' round. We don't
agree with you on many matters, but that's done
with, for you have nobly redeemed yourself,
and I trust you will help us in .the committal of
another "Socia.l Crime" by telling us what
Jack vVren thinks of his chance in the Melbourne Cup, and oblige,
Yours truly,
(Sgd.) JOHN VINCENT.

The writer was a well-known man in tihe
'boot trade, and a working man, and that
man said that certain members of the
Labour Party would be told to try work.
Mr. COLECHIN.-It will be the first time
he took you for a trier, at any rate.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would hand
the letter over to the honorable member if
he liked. After that little happy interlude he would again ask whether the Government were proposing a fair thing? To
every race-course in the country the Government were applying certain provisions,
whether the clubs were run, as it was supposed, in the public interests or not. From
the little he had seen, he would sav that the
clubs were generally run for self-aggrandisement. As the honorable member for
Warrnambool 'Said. it was a perfect sight
for th~ gods when Mr. Croker, fresh from
the hands of the dressmaker, received the
State Governor on tbe race-course. Was
not that self-agg.randisement?
The CHAIRMAN.-What has, this to
do with the amendment?
Mr. GAUNSON said he was trying to
show that the Government were treating
the clubs in a way they did not deserve,
allowing them everything fhaf they now had
with but one exception. The Government
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were giving to those in the future that which
tili.ey already possessed, but always excepting
John Wren.
The honorahle member for
Warrnambool stated that it w,as always the
poor men who ,vent to the pony meetings.
He (Mr. Gaunson) supposed that both the
honorable member for 'Warrnambool and
himself were too great swells to go there.
He (Mr. Gaunson) did not go, and he believed that the honorable member for Warrnambool, since he became g.ood, did not go
anywhere but to church. At a,l events, it
appearec~ tTiat the pony race-courses catered
for the poorer people of this communitv.
~1r. MURRAy.-They make them p~r, I
belIeve.
Mr. GAUNSON said, if that were so,
it would 'be no use running the extra number of days. But there was the fact that
the Government were now cutting down
what the law at present allowed Wren to
do, and were treating him ,as if he ,,,'ere a
pariah. It had been stated that Wren wae
engaged in some illegal or illicit course.
But how did he ("Mr. Gaunson), or any
other honorable member, know that?
It
had not been proved. Tom O'Callaghan
could easily prove it.
.Mr. J. ,CAMERON (Gippsland East).-I
thll1k he was fined half-a-dozen times for
illegal practices.
Mr. G~UNSON. ~aid that since then, by
the blessll1g of Dlvll1e Providence which
seemed to work harmoniously in the'interest
of John Wren, the matter had ,been handed
over to the detectives, and Wren had not
sinc~ been~ interfered with. He (Mr. Gaunson) had told the story a dozen times over.
He had told honorable members that it was
as easy as shelling peas to catch John
Wren.
The CHAIRMAN. - The question before the Chair has nothing to do with
Mr. Wren.
Mr. GAUNSON said that it Ihad been
argued that the Government pmposal was
reasonable, because of -'Vren bein a , engaged
in an illicit business. He (Mr. P Gannson)
?ad always held, and he would repeat
It for. the thirtietli Or the threehundredth time, that the existing law
was ample
for
all
purposes.
If
the Government thought that thev were
acting for the glory of God and the- benefit
~f their species, if they thought it was deSIrable to interfere, it might be argued that
the population of the State would
grow-Mr. MURRAY.-Worse.
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Mr. GAUNSON said it would if left to
the churchlnen.
He was never bettered
by going to church, for he was like the
poor woman who kissed the hem of the
Saviour's gannent.
If the Government
thought they had a right to interfere, let
them take the stand that the population
would ,grow in numbers, and keep the
clubs to the number of meetings they had
now.
That would prevent them having
more racing meetings in the future than
thev had now. What right had the Government to interfere with a man who was
acting well within the law? There was no
getting away from the fact that the Premier had changed the number of days.
The honorable gentleman might think he
had public opinion behind him, but he
(~lr. Gaunson) could not see eye to ey.e
with him in that respect. The responSIbility of conducting the government of
this country rested on the Premier, and
those who 'were with him on this question
were a very insignificant portion of this
community. He noticed that some gentlemen who were with the Premier, and
reverends, too, spoke about the head of a
great denomination as "that old fox of
Eastern Hill." That was a very decent
way of addressing the reverend head of a
great Christian persuasion. These people
who were with the Premier did not give
him any support at all, and the Wesleyan
portion' of the fraternity were against him.
Was the Fremier going to look to that portion of the community as the portion that
was going to keep him in power?
Mr. MURRAy.-They support the Labour
Party.
Mr. HANNAH.-Worrall was against
them the other night at Bendigo.
Mr. MURRAy.-What ingratitude!
Mr. GAUNSON said the honorable
member for the Railways Service (Mr.
Hannah) had angled to get the support of
these people, but he would not get it.
Mr. MURRAY.-You are showing the
Premier what, as a matter of tactics, he
ought to do.
Mr. GA UNSON said he ventured to
warn the Premier that he was going on the
rocks. and that these people would not
save him. Thev wanted to see the honorahle member fo~ Warrnambool Premier of
this country. and then they would shout
Glory Hallelujah!
Those honorable
members who were concerned in seeing fair
plav would not allow rights to be interfered with or taken a way unless some com-
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pensation was paid in respect to them. If
the honorable member for Jika Jika could
only get up and show him (Mr. Gaunson)
that in renting these pony race-courses, Mr.
Wren was doing an unlawful thing-Mr. BENT.-It appears that I made a
big mistake in leaving this open. No consideration is shown whatever.
Mr. GAUNSON said that at least
seventy-two days should be allowed, as in
Sydney. Were we to say, like the Pharisee of old, " Thank God, I am not as other
men are"?
Mr. BAILES said he had followed the
honorable member for W arrn.ambool very
closely, and he thought the honorable member made a very temperate speech, although
it was somewhat illogical when he referred
to the amount of totalizator work done
through the races.
He regretted very
much that one man's name had been mentioned so much.
Mr. MURRAY.~How can you keep his
name out?
Mr. BAILES said that man's name had
been brought in constantly. In this particular instance, there was some justification, because he was the lessee of these
courses, but from the very inception, both
on the second reading and in Committee,
there had been too much mention of th'at
name. The honorable member for Warrnambool contended that, though this
gentleman was the lessee of these racecourses, it was not from that that he derived all his profit, but from betting. The
honorable member also pointed out that the
number of race days afforded great facility
for people to attend these race-courses.
The honorable member must know that the
same people were going to these courses
all the time. If there were not totes and
betting in connexion with pony races there
would be totes and betting in connexion
with other races. The honorable member
seemed to want to impress the Committee
with the idea that if the pony races were
done away with, Or the number of days for
racing were reduced, it would do away with:
betting. He differed with the honorable
member on that point. It was a matter
of indifference whether there were ten or
twenty meetings, for the same set of people
would attend them, and it was only a
question of time before they lost all their
money. It appeared to him that the whole
of the reduction was to fall upon the pony
races. There was no proposal to reduce
the number of days for horse racing. It
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would be well to reduce ooth kinds of
racing to a greater extent, and, in f~ct, if
the whole thing was done. away wlth no
harm would result to Victoria.
Mr. MURRAY.-What would become of
the breeding of lrorses?
:Mr. BAILES said that would get on
all right. The argument was used that
the profits from pony racing went into the
hands of one man. There were three racecourses upon which pony races were held.
Mr. :MuRRAY.-And only one pocket into
which the profits can go.
Mr. BAILES said there were eight racecourses about Melbourne on which horseracing took place, and five of them were
owned bv individuals into whose pockets
the profits went.'
Only three of those
courses were in the hands of clubs. All
the others were proprietary race-courses,
and the profits from the racing went to
those proprietors, so that those five courses
were in exactl y the same position as the
pony courses. The argument in that respect was somewhat weak.
Mr. MURRAY.-The V.R.C. was brought
up.
Mr. BAILES said that if the whole
of the horse-racing was done on the
Flemington race-course the honorable member's argument would be a good one.
But there were sixteen race meetings on the
Flemington course, fifteen on the Caulfield
course, ten on the Williamstown course,
and the balance were upon private courses.
Mr. ~rURRAY.-How many days do each
of those private courses get?
Mr. BAILE S said Moonee Valley got
ten days.
Mr.. MURRAy.-That is very different
from twenty-four.
Mr. BAiLES said there were seven
meetings at Mentone, seven at Sandown,
seven at Epsom, and seven at Aspendale.
~fr. KEAST .-Nine at Aspendale, I think.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-No, seven.
Mr. MURRAY.-What is the total for the
five courses?
Mr. BAILES said the total was forty.
Mr. W ATT.-There are more than ten
meetings at Moonee Valley.
Mr. BAILES said he was not taking
into consideration the Hunt Club races or
the Victorian Club races.
Mr. MURRAy.-There are forty meetings
on those five courses, and you say tl18t
forty-eight meetings is too few for the three
pony courses?
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Mr. BAILES said he was not arguing
that way at all. He certainly objected to
the honorable member making that statement. 'Vhat he wanted to show was that
there were five courses on which races took
place in the metropolitan area that were
proprietary courses, the profits going to the
individuals who owned the courses, and he
put this up against the statement-which no
doubt was absolutely correct-that the profits from pony races went into the hands
of one man. So there was very little difference so far as the profits were concerned. I f all the racing around Melbourne were on comses owned by dubs he
could very well understand the point the
honorable member for Warrnambool wished
to make, but the honorable member also
referred to the fact that there were sixteen
days' racing on one of the finest rac-ecourses, with all the best appliances, in the
world.
,At the same time, there were
ninety-one rate meetings in and around
Melbourne where the same horses that ran
at Flemington could run.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Ninety-hvo.
Mr. BAILES said one or two did not
make very much difference. He was only
pointing this ot:..t to show that the honorable member seemed to be against pony
racing.
Mr. MURRAY.-What is ~'our argument?
There is 0::,"': man who has forty-eight days
racing to himself.
Mr. BAILES said it was not a question
whether one man had forty-eight days
racing or not. There was one man who had
virtually the control over the only three
pony race-courses in the metropolis, and
who provided meetings for ponies throughout the year. If that man was not in existence Or did not Own the. cot:..rses, probably
other people would ha~'e them, and there
would still be the same number of meet.
ings. The point he wi~hed to make was
that if the number of meetings was to be
redl..ced, whether for horses or ponies, it
was a fair thinK to treat both sections of
the sport equally, and not to confine
the reduction to the one side. Although
he did not go to horse races or ponv races
-he could safely sav he was never on a
ponv race-course in his life-he dared
sav there were a great number of people
who took as much pleasure in seeing ::t
ponv race as a horse race, and as one who
had a good deal to do with a different kind
of racing--

an
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~Ir. MURRAY.-You were .:annected with
a higher branch of the sport-pedestrianism.
Mr. EAILES said he did not know whether he ha d come to very much harm through
what the honorable member described as a
higher blanch of the sport. He was quite
prepared to admit that he had cropped up
against as "cronk" people-he believed that
was the racing term-in the pedestrian
world as the h,:morable member had met in
connexian with horse racing. It was only
a question of degree. People could have
as much excitement dUt of a lot of donkeys
racing as if a race consisted of Carbines.
The competitors travelled at such a rate
that it was impossible for the spectators
to determine what the rate was. People
wanted to see an exciting finish.
i\Ir. BENT.-I was going to te.ll you that
I saw dc.nkey riding up the C'f)untry. It
was as fine fun as ever you saw.
Mr. BAILES said he was going to support the amendment fOf this reason. There
had been continuallv held before honorable
members what w-as done, and what
was being done in New South Wales.
In Sydney there were three pony courses
-whether they were owned by one
man or not was immaterial-and each
course was. allowetd twenty-four meetings
each vear, or a total of seventv-two
He was thoroughly satisfied
meetin-gs.
that when the Premier made the statement the other evening that he proposed
to limit pony racing to seventy-two days
in the year he was making that suggestion
on good testimony, which warranted him
in coming to that determination, and
although the honorable gentleman might
have some information that he had not
vouchsafed to honorable members that justified him in changing his opinion, yet he
(Mr. Bailes) was quite satisfied with the
reasons the honorable gentleman gave when
he made his proposal the other night to
limit pony meetings to seventy-two days
in the vear. The honorable member for
Gippsla~d East had interjected frequently
:!bout the breed of ponies, and what becarr,c of race horses.
Mr. J. CAMERON (G~ppsland East).I introduced the idea of the proportion of
horses to ponies.
Mr. BAILES said he took it that the
honorable member meant that race-horses
were of some use when taken off the track.
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Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).My interjection was to show the disparity
between ponies and horses.
Mr. BAILES said it wodd not affect
the point he intended to make, even if he
misunderstood the honorable member. He
(Mr. Bailes) thought that when a discarded
race-horse went off the turf he was not
fit for anything. The knacker's yard was
the proper place for him.
Mr .. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).That applies equall y as well to the IXl'nies.
Mr. DAlLES said he did not think so.
He thought a pony, when done with the
racing track, could be utilized a great deal
more than a horse. Last Sundav he was
in the country, and a reverend gentleman
invited him to go for a drive in the afternoon.
He (Mr. Bailes) sat behind the
reverend gentleman's own pair of ponies.
Those ponies had not the slightest difficultv
in passing every team on the road, including horses.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Oippsla1id East).-There were not many good horses on the
road, and that was the reason for it.
Mr. BAILE S said there were a good
many pairs of horses on the road.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gip'psland East).They could not have been very good.
Mr. BAILES said thev might not ha\'e
been very good, but he ~vould like to see
these ponies having a fair go on a hanclicap with anything the honorable member
owned. He was admiring these ponies because, although he was not a horsey man,
he could admire horse-flesh, and 'he remarked to his companion that thev were a
remarkably fine pair. The gentleman said,
"Yes. The mare was bred for the racing
track, but she was hardly fast enough as
a galloper, and I secured her and got a
good pair." He said he would not take
£ 1 50 for that pair.
Mr. MURRAY.-Were they trotters?
Mr. BAILES.-Yes.
Mr. MURRAY.-Thev tried to breed a
racehorse and got a t;otter.
Mr. BAILE S said the interjection of
honorable member w~s directly oppoSIte to what he (Mr. Balles) was told h\'
the reveread gentleman, who said be
bought the pony from a man who bren
racin~ IXl'nies, md that she was intended
f~)f the racing track. He very much questIoned whether manv racehorses could be
fot:.nd that would bring ,+'150 to be driven
in buggies after being discarded.

t?e
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Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).Do you find many such ponies?
Mr. BAILES said he did not know, but
he was quite satisfied that a racehorse was
of much less use when it went off the track
than a pony. For the reasons he had given
he intended to vote for the amendment.
Mr. MURRAY.-What are your reasons?
Mr. EAILES said because he thought
the reduction should not apply to one particular class of sport only. He conside.red
if there were to be a decrease in the number of race meetings in and around Melbourne there should be a pro rata reduction on hors~ races as well as pony races.
He would vote for the number of pony
meetings to be seventy-two, because New
SOlith Wales had been held up as an example, and the Premier himself, after listening carefully to the arguments put forward bya large deputation, came to the
House and said he was prepared to propose that seventy-two pony race meetings
should be held during the year.
'Mr. BEARD .said the Bill had been regarded as a Bill for the suppression of
gambling, and throughout the debate and
divisions he had endeavoured, as a believer that gambling was an eVil, to
vote consistently for the ,suppression of
gambling.
The Bill also provided, in
order, he took it, that there should not
be so much gambling, for a restriction in
the number of race meetings.
He had
heard it said that to do away with betting it was necessary to abolish all horseracing. He did not believe that would do
it effectuallv.
If men did not bet on
horse races 'they would bet on other forms
of sport, so that even if horse races were
means to give facilities 'for betting, betting
would go an just the same if all horse
races were prohibited.
Some saild that
horse-racing was a sport which promoted
and improved the breed of horses. \Vhether
it did or did n<Y.. it was a national sport
in English speaking communitieSl, and the
question of restricting the number of horse
races in this State aopeared to have nothing at all to do with' 'the question of su ppressing gambling.
There were here
three kinds of horse race-the race
for the horse galloper, the race for
the pony galloper, ann the race for
the trotter.
So far, in the proposal
to curtail the number of race meetings.
those persons who were the privileged
ownNs, of horse~ were not being curtailed
at all, but an tht curtailment was being
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applied to the unfortunate owners of
ponies and trotters. He wanted to be fair,
and, as a fair man, he did not think he
could vote for the proposition of the Government, which would take away twothirds of the number of race meetin'gs held
at present by pony owners. The Committee must wrestle with facts, and they
were faced with the fact that legally a
cert.un number of pony races and a certain number of horse races were being held.
The question arose, how the Committee
were going to curtail horse-racing with a
view of ultimately lessening the gambling
evil.
To take two-thirds of the number
of meetin'gs off horse- racing generall y
would only leave the V.R.tC. and other
courses about six race meetings a year each
at which horse races could be run. If
that was done, there would be a public outcry against the Government, but there appeared to be nobody, or very few, willing
to stand up in defence of those persons
whose fancy in this sport was in the direction of a lower st'andard in the height of
the animal.
He had been charged with
telling a fishy story.
He was going one
better now by telling a fow I story. S u ppose there were in Victoria, for the promotion of the breed of poultry, say, 100
or 300 poultry societies, and that eventually
the Melbourne Poultry Club became practicallv the dictator of the conditions on
which entries were made and prizes
awarded f8r pOUltry. Suppose also there
were hundreds of districts which each had
an annual meeting. The :Melbourne Poul'try Club then, he would suppose, decided
that henceforth there should be no class
for bantams in poultry shows, on the ground
that all bantams were useless, that they
were not good egg nroducers, and were
practically worthless birds in every way.
The Melbourne Poultry Club might then
say, "We will not allow any bantams to .
be shown from this date under our
auspices." There were pli'llty of poultry
breeders who liked bantams, and had a
fancv for breeding them.
They did not
ask themselves what use bantams were but
they had a liking for them. How ~any
men, for instance, would give a hundred
pounds for a used-uD oostage stamp, but
why shoul,d any man be prevented fram
doing SO if he wanted to? The stamp
was of no earthly use to him, its utilitv
value was gone when it was used, but the
,.....~1l hou,Q'ht it simplY because he had a
He
farl for collecting postage stamps.
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would suppose, further, that the bantam
fanciers, because they could no longer show
at any show in Victoria under the direction
of the Melbourne Poultry Club, which had
a monopoly of the whole of the societies,
decided to start a new society in Prahran
called the Bantam Poultry Society, and to
have, instead of one poultry show in each
centre all over Victoria, ten shows per
year, but all held in Prahran, on the
ground that if they emly had one show it
would not pay bantam breeders. Suppose
then the Government came down with a
Bill to encourage the poultry industry,
and proposed in it to curtail the number
of poultry shows that were being held,
giving as a reason that it was not necesSupsary to breed for show purposes.
pose also the Government said, II We will
only allow one show in each district
throughout Victoria"
that curtailment
would not affect the Melbourne Poultry
Club, because everv district under its
auspices would hold its annual show as
usual, but the Prahran Societv, that had
made provision fvr the bantam breeders
banned by the Melbourne Poultry Club,
would be brought down to one meeting a
year, and the practical consequence would
be that thev would not be able to show at
all.
Mr. l\fuRRAY.-How many days did you
say thev showed in Prahran?
-Mr. BEARD.-Ten days.
Mr. l\IuRRAY.-Why do you .not suppose
156 days in the year?
Mr. BEARD asked why the honorable
member for Warrnambool, if he believed
that pony racing was at the root of the
gambling evil in Melbourne, did not carry
his argument to its logical conclusion'?
Every man knew that horse-racing was also
responsible.
Mr. MURRAY.-Oh. no.
~Ir. BEARD asked whv the honorable
member for 'Varrnambool -did not say, in
order to be logical, "If we are going to
curtail pony racing in order to stop
gambling, we should curtail also the number of horse races on the Flemington
course, and all other courses in the
State? " Clearl v that ,,,as not the honorable member's intention.
The honorable
member believed that certain races might be
held, and so did he.
Who made the
V.R.C. an authority as to what height a
horse should be to run on a registered course
in this country? Who gave them that
power.? The Government would be wise
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to allow a committee of all the clubs
in Victoria to have a central executive to regulate racing in this State.
If that were done, the men who had been
rearing trotters and ponies could claim the
right of having certain fixtures for their
races right throughout Victoria, and that
was what the V.R.C. wvuld never give
them, and under the proposal of the Government they were never likely to get it.
These men should be given a chance, under
the. auspices of some Board, of entering
theIr horses on some other courses besides
puny courses. The proposed reduction of
pony race m.eetings from 156 to forty-eight
was a drastIc one, and he would vote for
the amendment to make the number seventytwo, which wvuld be less than half the present number of meetings. That was surely
a tremendous reduction.
Mr. MURRAy.-Very generous.
l\Ir. BEARD said he believed that, even
with seventy-two race meetings a year, the
people w.ho were interested in the pony
race meetmgs would have to shut up altogether. The Premier last week intimated
that he would agree to the number of race
meetings for these ponies being fixed at
seventy-two, the same as in Sydney and
under the circumstances that \\'as "a' verv
fair reduction. As he had stated, he would
prefer tv have all these race meetings in
the hands of a Board, so that the ponyowners could have the privilege of racing
on other courses besides the courses at
Richmond, FitzroY, and Ascot.
In his
opinivn, the V.R:C. had done some very
unjust things to outsiders.
)fr. GAuNsoN.-~Iost unjust.
~Ir. 'BEARD said he remembered reading, some time ago, that Sir Rupert Clarke
allm,,:ed somebody' to stable a pony in one
of hIS st~bles, and this pony happened to
be une that had run on unregistered courses.
For the mere fact of that pony bein rr there
Sir Rupert ,Clarke was debarred fro~ racing any of his horses under the V.R.C.
rules. He (i\fr. Beard) believed that after
a time the ban was taken off, and that Sir
Rupert Clarke now enjoyed· all the privileges that were given tv other owners.
The
V.R.C. were so determined that onlv horseracing pure and simple should be - carried
0n in this country that thev did all they
could to do away completely with every
other form of sport in which horses under
the average height were engaged.
~fr. McBRIDE.-That is not correct.
Mr. BEARD said he believed that a good
trotter, or a gvod galloper, even if' he was
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under the size of the ordinary horse, was tended.
During the seven years he had
quite as useful an animal as the larger been in the Assembly he had always found
horse. He thought also that the man who the House to be fair, but he thought an
had made a hobby of running these smaller injustice would be done to a number of
horses should be given some facility under people if the number of pony race meetings
this Bill. The honorable member for Es- was cut down from 156 to forty-eight. The
sendon had mentioned to the Committee Premier made a. fair proposal when he sugthat there were trotting clubs in Melbourne. gested that the number should be fixed at
He (Mr. Beard) knew one or two gentlemen seventy-two, and it was to be hoped that
who were oonnected with those clubs, and the honorable gentleman would consider the
he was certain that the clubs were not got position and go back to that number. Unup in the interests of any form of gambling fortunatell y, some pressure had been
whatever. These trotting clubs were pro- brought to bear upon the Premier, and he
mised twenty meetings a year, and he now wanted to reduce the number of these
thought they should get them. It was im- r~c~ meetings to forty-eight. In every dipossible to establish a trotting club right VISIon that had taken place on the Bill he
away back in the country, because it was had supported the Government, in order to
necessary to have a large population. He try and put down the evils that existed j
thought it only fair that the Committee but he. hoped the Government would give
should agree to the amendment to allow way on this point, and allow the number of
seventy-two pony race meetings, because pony race meetings to be fixed at seventythat would be less than half the number of two. The Premier had already made some
race meetings that had been held hitherto, sacrifices in connexion with the Bill, and it
while the V.R.C., which had practically would be only a fair thing to make this
<lriven these pony races away from the legi- concession.
timate race-oourses, were to be allowed to
Mr. ,COLECHIN said he had intended
hold their race meetings without any reduc- to say a word or two last night with refertion. While that was the case, the V.R.C. ence to certain statements that were made.
<lid nvt raise any voice to secure fair play He certainly thought the honorable member
to their fellow-sportsmen who were con- for Warrnambool went out of ibis way to
nected with pony-racing and trotting.
attack pony-racing. He did not know that
Mr. McBRIDE said he only rose to cor- it was any worse to run ponies than to run
rect a statement made by the last speaker" horses.
namel v, that the V. R. C. did not allow
Mr. MURRAy.-In what way did I attack
pony "races or trotting races to·be run on pony-racing?
any race-course over which they had superMr. rCOLECHIN said he had heard that
vision.
That statement was not correct. the. honorable member objected to ponyAt country race-meetings the V.R.C. al- racmg.
Mr. MURRAy.-I did not do anything of
lowed pony races and trotting races to be
held as part of the programme.
the kind; but when I want a goOd ass I
Mr. KEAST said the Premier would re- shall know where to go for one.
member that he was one of a party of five
Mr. COLECHIN said the honorable
members who introduced a deputation to member had been trying. for a long time to
him, and presented a p'etition signed by 500 import jack-donkeys.
men who were: engaged in farming pursuits
:Mr. MURRAy.-I am going down to Geeand in the rearing ~nd breeding and racing long to get one.
-of ponies in Dandenong and the surrounding
Mr. COLE CHIN said the honorahle
districts. It appeared to him (Mr. Keast) member went to Geelong once, and made
that the proposed curtailment of pony races such an ass of himself that he ihad to get
from 156 to forty-eight was rather too up and wave his arms about like a madman
much. He was not here to advocate the to endeavour to g,et people to listen to him.
-claims of Mr. Wren in any shape or form. It would be a long time before the honorHe did not know that gentleman, and had able member went there again.
nothing whatever to do with him; but Par1\1r. MURRAY.-You did not cut a very
liament should do what was a fair thing to good figure.
the country. Not only that, but, as this
Mr. GAUNSON rose to a point of order.
legislation did not provide for any compen- Was the nonorable member for Geelong in
sation to those w!ho were adverselv affected order in saying that the honorable member
by it, it was only right that notice should for Warrnambool h3Jd waved his arms about
be given to those people as to what was in- like a windmill?
J
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Mr. COLECHIN.-I did not say a windmill.
Mr. GAUNSONsaid that surely the
honorable member's remark was disorderly.
1\1r. MURRAY said that on the point .of
order he would take an opportunity of Informing the Committee as soon as he cO,!ld
of what actually took place on the occaSIOn
referred to, and the ,Committee coul? then
form its own conclusion as to who It was
that cut a peculiar figure.
Mr. COLECHIN. - And I hope I shall
have an opportunity of answering the honorable member.
Mr. PRENDERGAST .-He went down there
on that occasion to speak against co~pul
sory purchase, and he has retracted S1l1ce.
Mr. COLECHIN said that those who
patronized pony-r~cing ~ad jl!st as much
right to ask for faIr consIderatIOn from the
Premier as those who supported horseracing. Fair play should be extended all
round, and if one section of racing was to
be reduced as to the number of race m~et
ings, the same reduction should be apphed
to other sections. Personally, he w~uld ?e
quite satisfied if only five race meetIngs In
the vear were allowed to each club, but he
'would not force his opinions down
the throat of the honorable member for
Warrnambool, or of any one ~lse.
He thought tha.t fair play should be gIven
to everv clean sport. He met Mr. Campbell, ~LL. C., who was another twentystoner, and that gentleman told him that
the onlv wav to manage this matter was
to put the whole thing in the hands of the
V.R.C. Would any honorable member say
that the action of the V.R.C. in the past
would justify Parliament i~ throwing. the
whole management of rac1l1g sport 1l1to
their hands? Had not the V.R.C. shown
themselves to be the most selfish of the
selfish? Thev had been playing into their
own hands from st~rt to finish. They had
had power over previo~s Gover~ments, ~nd
because this Government were g01l1g to br1l1g
them UP with a round turn, honorable members h~d Mr. Byron Moore trotting round
the Chamber, and all the influence made
use of that could be possibly brought to
bear.
Mr. Campbell knew a good deal
about horses, and no one would think him
desirous of playing into the hands of horsey
men but it seemed that all these twentyston~ men were opposed to ponies.
Mr. BAILEs.-Because ponies cannot
carry them.
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Mr. COLE CHIN said that if one could
find ponies that could carry a twenty-stone
man, and if these ponies were shown to
the gentlemen he had mentioned, they
would, perhlaps, be more in favour of pony
racing. He was satisfied the V.R. C. were
suffering from bias, whether conscious or
unconscious.
Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Riclzmond).-I
would ask, Mr. Chairman, whether an attack on the V.R.C. is in order in connexion
with what is ,before the Chair?
The CHAIRMAN.-I would ask the
hono,rable member for Geelong to keep
more closelv to the amendment.
Mr. COLECHIN said he was keeping
to the amendment as closely as the honorable member for Warrnambool had done,
or anv other honorable member. He h.ad
not taken up much time. He had intended
to speak last night, but gave way to others.
With regard to the arguments about breeding, honorable members were not in the
House for the purpose of encouraging the
breeding of horses for racing any more than
the breeding of horses for farm work or
buggy work. He thought the Premier h'ad
met the position fairly, but if the honorable
gentleman looked closelv into the matter he
did not think he would find that seventvtwo davs would be too manv, providi~g
the honorable gentleman conceded that privilege fairly all round. It seemed there
were two interests in this House. There
were the pony racing interest and the horse
racing interest, and then there were the
purity gentlemen who were desirous of
doing away with sport of all kinds. which
was practically an impossibility. It had
been stated that one man's name had been
brought before the Chamber too often, but,
in his opinion, there was no harm in mentioning Mr. Byron Moore'sl name, or Mr.
Croker's name, Mr. Yuille, or the names of
others who were trying to forre the hands
of this House for the' purpose of getting
control of the whole of the racing of the
State. He was satisfied that unless Parliament was careful, there would be so muc.h
racing, on the few days when racing was
allowed that there wou] d be more cases
of manslaughter than there had been in
the past. He was satisfied there would
be a- large amount of racing and betting.
The Government were trying to meet the
views. of the people outside by restricting
racing and betting to a large extent, and
if they did that he thought it was all the
public required.
Statements were made
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that the V.R.C. had given so much to
ch.arity.
But the V.R.C. only gave as
much as the man in control of a factory
or engages} upon a building would pay if
one of his employes was injured. They
paid so much per week. They were not so
charit.able as they were made out to be.
lt was said by one honorable member last
night that wllat he said in reference to the
V.R.C. was incorrect.
That honorable
member offered congratulations to the Government for introducing this impo~tant
Bill, and said he would help the Government to stamp ou.t the gambling mania,
and yet that honorable member attacked
Other honorable members because they did
not see eye to eye with him.
The CHAIRMAN.-What has this to
do with the .amendment?
Mr. COLECHIN said he was referring
to this matter by way of personal explanation. The honorable member in question
referred to the position which he (~fr. Colechin) took up, and agreed with the statements of the honorable member for Goulburn
Valley in reference to champagne, .and said
there was a most unholy alliance between
the leaders of the churches and the hooknosed bookmakers. What he (Mr. Colechin) said was that he was desirous of restricting the racing., and he hoped the Premier would look into the question fairly,
and recognise the obligation Un honorable
members. in this matter.
Mr. CAMPBELL remarked that he would
not like to give a silent vote upon the
.amendment. Unlike the honorable member for Geelong, he had listened with some
pleasure to the remarks of the honorable
member for Warrnambool in regard to pony
racing, and what the honorable gentleman
stated confirmed what he himself had
learned with respect to ponv racing as conducted on the courses at Richmond, Ascot,
and Fitzroy, and that' was that pony
racing, as carried on there, was simply
for the purpose of illegal betting. So
far as pony racing as a sport was concerned, there was no true sport in the real
sense of the term in connexian with it. He
disagreed altogether with the honorable
member for Jika Jika, who said that the
restriction of race meetings would not
restrict gambling. If the Government reduced the number of race meetings, and
confined betting simply to race-courses,
gambling must be reduced. From what he
had leuned of pony racing, as it was conducted on the courses mentioned, he would

personally favour pony racing being wiped
out altog.efher, as he believed, with the honorable member for Warrnambool, that it was
nothing but a means for carrying on illegal
betting. Arguments had been used as to
the importance of breeding ponies, but he
did not think that, by any stretch: of
imagination, it could be held that the .racing conducted on these courses improved
the breed of ponies. For these reasons he
would not support the amendment. He
was in favour of the Government proposal
to confine the racing to sixteen days, because that was the greatest restriction that
could be got. If pony racing was wiped
out altogether it would be better for the
true interests of sport. He believed that
pony racing was differentiated from horse
racing by being conducted on the courses
mentioned as nothing but a gambling concern, and that it was not in the true interests of sport that these pony races were run.
Mr. SOLLY observed that a good many
arguments had been used during the discussion with reference to pony racing, and
h.e thought it must be admitted that the
arguments for increasing the number above
that provided for in the Government proposal had been fairly put, and he believed
the weight of the arguments was on the
side of increasing the number. The honorable member for Warrnambool stated
that pony ra.cing was a means of increasing
the gambling evil, and the honorable member for Glenelg made a similar statement.
The latter, indeed, said he believed that
pony racing "yas mainly conducted for the
purpose of carrying on illegal betting.
Whatever arguments might be put forward
in favour of horse racing being continued
could also be applied with regard to pony
races. If it was absolutelv necessary th.at
horse racing should be carried on In the
interest of the breeding of horses, and for
the improvement of the stamina of the
horse and of the conditions under which the
horse-owner was carrying on this business,
the same arguments could be applied with
regard to pony r.a.ces, and the encouragement t~at pony racing wa.s to the breeding
of pomes. He would pomt out the inconsistency, or rather the want of thoroughness, in the matter of putting his arguments
on the part of the honorable member for
Warrnambool.
That honorable member
stated th.at pony racing increased the betting evil. He (Mr. Solly) would ask honorable members to look at the whole quesHe ventured to say. ,
tion of betting.
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without fear of successful contradiction, that
.there was more wagering in connexion with
the Melbourne Cup and the Caulfield Cup
than in connexion with all the other races
held in Victoria.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).-But
YOU do not compare them with the tinpot
things about Richmond?
Mr. SOLLY said he did not lmow whether the honorable member ever went to
Richmond or not, but if the honorable member had not gone there he was not so much
surprised at his making that statement ..
The race-course at Richmond would bear
favorable comparison with any cOurse In
Victoria. It had been very much improved
during the Fast twelve ~onths, and the,
honorable member, if he knew anything
a.bout it, would not have made the interjection he had made.
Recognising the
fact that more betting took place at the
Caulfield Cup and Melbourne Cup meetings than at all the other racing in Victoria, it would be reasonable to suggest
that the Government should propose to
prohibit these two race meetings. If that
were done betting WOuld be reduced by
60 to 70 per cent.
IHr. BROMLEY.-And the. Government
would be reduced.
Mr. SOLLY said he believed they would
be very much reduced, and the honorable
member for Warrnambool would not be returned at the next election. It was evident
that some honorable members were not sin<:ere in regard to the gambling evil, or
.otherwise they would abolish the Caulfield
and the Melbourne Cup meetings. In regard to pony racing, he firmly believed that
the statements made by the deputation that
the honorable member for Dandenong ac-companied to the Premier were reasonable,
'and had as much common sense in them a~
a.ny statements put forward by honorable
members in reference to horse racing. That
,deputation pointed out that unless they
received a certain number of days for pony
raCing the industry would be practically
abolished. The Premier stated that he
would give the request of the deputati(m
reasonable consideration, and if he found
on inquiry that the number of days should
be increased from the sixteen mentioned
in the Bill he would increase them. The
honorable gentleman aftenvards agreed to
raise the number to seventy-two. There had
been no reason given why that number, or
the 100 days asked for by the deputation,
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should not be agreed to by the Committee.
If it was necessary to have good ponies,
then, according to the arguments used L.,'
gentlemen who were thoroughly acquainted
with the facts, it could not be accomplished
unless the sport for pony racing was carried
on regularly. The deputation stated that
they should have the same facilities as the
V.R.C. The re~son that the V.R.C. 'weiC
not crying out was that there had been no
reduction whatever in the racing days for
the registered clubs.
Mr. McBRIDE.-The V.R.C. reduced the'
number of raCe meetings.
Mr. SOLLY said they did not reduce
the number to injure the breeding of horses,
but to suit their own convenience.
Mr. l\lcBRIDE.-They reduced the number
because there was too much horse racing.
Mr. SOLLY said they recognised that
there were too many race meetings, and
they re.duced the number. If there were
too many meetings for pony racing the
number would have been reduced, but in
the opinion of those who carried on the
sport there were not too many meetings.
The number of 156 meetings had been
maintained up to the present time. Those
who carried on the pony racing were pre"
pared to suffer in proportion to those wh0
carried on horse racing if the Government
desired to reduce gambling.
All they
wanted was fair play. If the Government
desired to reduce gambling to the lowest
possible minimum the people who carried
on pony racing were prepared to take their
gruel with the rest of the racing community. The Bill did not propose to de.
justice, but merely stated in so manv words
that pony racing was an evil because a certain individual was connected with it. If
any other individual than Mr. John Wren
had control of the ponv courses no act}on
would have been taken "by the Government
to leouce the number of pony race meetings.
Because that individual had carried on an
illegal tote, according to the statements
ma.de, he had done some wrong against the
community in breaking a law, but if he
had broken a law why was he not punished
for it?
Mr. 'PRENDERGAsT.-Because they have
not proved it to be illegal.
Mr. SOLLY said the caSe had certainlv
not been proved, and it was merely stated
that Mr. Wren was running an illegal tote,
and so the two questions of the tote and
pony racing were put together. There was
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no reason why the two questions should be
associated. If there was a law against the
tote why did not the Chief Secretary insist
on its being carried out? If any individLaJ
was breaking the law it was the duty of
the Government, with the assistance of the
Police Department, to have the law carried
out to the fullest extent. Why penalize
an individual when no case had been proved
against him, and why penalize hundreds
of men who were interested in pony racing
There were
as a matter of business?
trainers and jockeys, blacksmiths, saddlers,
cab-owners, and others too numerous to
mention, who were interested in pony racing,
and why should they be scotched? Fully
75 per cent. of the wagering done in Victoria took place on the Caulfield and MelbOlarne Cup meetings, but no Government
would attempt to interfere with those meetings, because the whole public would be up
in arms at once. There would be no attraction for Governors to come here, nor for
the ships of war under the command of the
Admiral. It was said that the members
of the V.R.C. had no special privileges.
The subscription was £5 per annum, and
for that the members could attend sixteen
meetings; they could go into the saddling
paddock free, and they could travel free
on the railways. In addition, each member received two ladies' tickets. For £5
each man got a privilege worth at least
£28. The Rev. Mr. Wood ft. 11 made a remark on a public platform that was abso,·
lutely disgraceful for any man who professed to be a disciple of the lowly Nazarene. The Rev. Mr. Wood full said that the
pugilist and the gambler were, as
rule,
men with a streak for a forehead. Was
any individual responsible for having a
high forehead, or a streak, or a low forehead? Mr. Woodfull was finding fault
even with the Creator, because an unfortunate individual could not help what sort
of forehead he had, and this was the class
of individual whd was trying to lay down
a moral code for the State of Victoria.
He (Mr. Solly) would be sorry fo be associated with any man who had made a
despicahle statement of that description. It
was the most despicable statement ever
There was no man could make
uttered.
~ worse statement, and this person professed to be a disciple of Christ. He was
a disgrace to the profession-if he (l\fr.
Solly) could ca1l it a profession-or the
He (Mr. Solly)
business he followed.

a
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would ask every honorable member to deal
fairly with this question, and if it was reasonable that the V.R.C. should have their
number of days for the purpose of maintaining their courses and improving the
breed of horses, it was reasonable to allow
the persons running the pony courses to
have a sufficient number of meetings to
maintain their courses, and to improve the
breed of ponies.
Mr. BEAZLEY said he did nof suppose
there was any man in the House who knew
less about racing than he did, and he had
not intended to speak on the question before the Chair, except for the remarks of
the hbnorable member for Glenelg. q'he
honorable member seemed very hard put for
an argument to vote for sixteen days' racing
instead of twenty-four, when he said that
from what he had been told :he believed
certain courses were not properly conducted.
Although he (Mr. Beazley) did
not go to the races he came in con.
tact with people who did, and from
what he had heard, from what he
had seen in the press, and from what
he had learned from people who believed in
the'V.R.C., and did not go to the pony
races, the general opinion was that the pony
courses were conducted in a better manner
than some of the leading courses in
Victoria. and that evil practices that
\vere allowed on some of the leading
courses had been absolutely suppressed
on some of the pony race-courses.
If that were so, the only other argument the honorable member for Glenelg
had was that in connexion with pony
racing there was an illegall tote.
Honorable members had pointed out that thili
had not been proved, but, apart from that
he would remind the honorable membe;
that the Bill. was to suppress illegal totes,
so that nothlJng would remain but the racing on these courses.
If that were so,
!h~re ~ould be n.o .i~s.tification for doing an
m]l1shce to the mdlVldual who was in possession of the courses. As far as he. was
concerned, he thought honorable members
ought to do what was fair.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Whv reduce
them at all?
.
~fr. BEAZLEY said if the honorable
~ember believed in doing away with bettmg, why should any meetings be allowed
Why not suppress every course.
at all?
The honorable member was not consistent
when he said, Ie Why reduce them at all?"
If the honorable member wanted to go to
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the extreme he should advocate waping out
courses altogether.
What the public
wanted, and what the House wanted, was
not to carry any extreme measure, and the
Bill did go to extremes. He felt sure honorable members when they saw an injustice
done to any individual, whatever the public opinion might be about Mr. ~Tren-and
he was inclined to think the public opinion
was very favorable to Mr. Wren-would
not allow an injustice to be done,
and certainly an injustice was being
done to Mr. Wren. That gentleman had
entered into certain arrangements under
conditions then existing which did not prohibit him carrying on pony races, and without any limitation of the number of days
of meeting. He gave a price for the racecourses, because he believed that the conditicms then existing would last for all time.
It was proposed now to alter those conditions. It was not proposed to give anv
compensation. None was asked for. All
that was said was that if a reduction
should be made it should be a fair one.
The Government now said there should be
sixteen meetings 0Il1 each course.
The
other night the Premier was prepared to
give twenty-four meetings, and he believed
since then the honorable gentleman had
expressed the opinion that he was not very
keen on sixteen.
Several other honorable
members on the Ministerial side, including
the honorable member for Dandenong, had
spoken in the same manner. There was no
keen feeling in favour of lrimiting the number of meetings to sixteen for each course.
If these pony courses were to be carried on,
and carried on as cleanly as in the past, and
there was to be no tote betting, let honorable members be reasonable, and give
twenty-four days, which seemed to be the
smallest concession which could be given.
Mr. MoCUTCHEON said, in speaking
on this matter on the second reading of the
Bill, he expressed himself as being absolutely disinterested one way or the other on
the question of racing. He had no prejudice
against racing, and he certainlv had no COTInexion with those who raced. He desired to
look a,t the matter from a citizen's point of
view. On the second reading of thi Bill he
endeavoured to look at the matter from
that point of view, and he was
looking at the question of the number
of race meetings in the same way.
He
had heard some honorable member-he
thought the honorable member for Geelong
-speaking about Puritans in the House,

Suppression Bill.

and people who wanted to kill sport. He
(Mr. McCutcheon) did not know any honorable member who wished to kill sport,
and he did not kJnow any honorable member who could honestly be accused of
being a Puritan.
He (Mr. McCutcheon)
expressed himself on the second reading
of the Bill as having no objection to racing, that he thought it was a good thing,
and that he enjoyed it as far as he had
seen it, which was a good many years ago.
He had no objection to racing in itself.
Then the question arose, "How far does
pony racing come in with regard to ordinary racing?"
And that was a question
he wished to look at from a business point
of view.
It had been admitted on both
sides of the House that some restriction
was des,irable.
He admitted that there
were a few members who said no restriction should be made whatever, and that
the State should not interfere, no matter
to what excess racing went.
Mr. GAUNSON.-No one said that.
Mr. McCUTICHEON said he was drawing his Own conclusion, and if he drew too
strong a conclusion he ""ould be happy to
wi:thdraw. Some hooorable members said
that racing should not be interfered with
at all, no matter to what excess it was
carried, and that a person should be permitted to hold a race meeting every day
of the week if he liked. That was not
the opinion of the majority, but of a very
small minority, and he thought the general
opinion was that racing should be restricted. If that was admitted, the question was, to what extent racing should be
restricted, and the consequences to the person who was restricted? There had been
15 6 pony meetings per annum, and he
would like to ask any member of the
House whether, considering the circumstances of the people of the community, if
three meetings a week were too fe,,', if
they were enough, or if they were too
many? It was evident that if people spent
15 6 days a year attending races their services were lost to the community, and that
the business must be exactlv in the Dosjtion of a ;drain pipe on the earnings of the
people. I t seemed to him that there was
a great current of coin tapped bv the proprietors of the courses for their 'own bene-"
fit, and that the people, therefore, could
not invest their monev or save it.
He did not believe in proprietary racecourses at all-not even those running under
the rules of the V.R.C.
He thought
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races should be run not for profit of any
He wished to look at this matter
kind.
from the most reasonable point of view.
..
He V\ 'itS qUIte surpnsed to fi:nd a stron.g
d'
on the part of the 0PPOSIesue.
h
. t
f
tion to gIve to t e propne ors 0 racef
courses such an enonnous ~ount 0 . revenue. Some of those propnetors receIved
a good deal. . Those .who ran ~der t?e
V.R.C., he belIeved, dId .not receI.ve much.
I~ was the pers~s hol~mg meetmgs outSIde t~e V.R.C., accordmg to repute, and
tv theIr own statements, who .made a great
deal of money.
The questIon of compensation was raised, and it should be
fairly looked at by the House. The Go~'ernn;ent said .there was excessive ~acing
111 thIS commumty, and they were gomg to
restrict it, and the bulk of honorable memThe
bers said it ought to be restnicted.
question he asked himself was, "Are
forty-eight pony meetings a year sufficient
for the wants of the working men?" He
said before, and he said again, that the
'House had no night to restrict the 'working men's races unduly, while permitting
racing to the better class of people. Honorable members had no right to say there
should be no pony races, because, as a
rule, pony races did ,not help in producing,
or assist in producing, such a fine breed
as did horse racing. If the people enjoyed
pony racing legitimately as a sport, he
failed to see that it should be wiped out,
b t't
f
b
f
I
u was 1 necessary or nu~ ers 0 peop e
to go to
ponv-races
three times a week as
.
.
they dId?
Lookmg
at the matter from
an
'"
.
economIC pomt of ~Iew, he thought If there
was one pony meetmg a week, as was now
proposed, that was all that was necessary.
Th~refore, he supported th~ Governo:ent m
theIr proposal for fort/-eIght. meetmgs a
. year.
He supported It, partIcularly. because. there were strong arguments agamst
allowmg races to take place on a four-furlong course, and yet, rather than allow
the value of a man's property to ~ destroyed, he would permit a race meeting to
be held on such a course once a week.
He did not believe in the four-f.urlong
course at all. If such a thing could be
done as that the four-furlong courses
should be ended so soon as the leases
h)ad run out, or that compensation could be
given, he would wipe them out altogether.
Nevertheless, rather than do any injustice,
or take money out of a man's pocket where
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he had reasonable expectation of earning it,
he would fall in with the Government proposal.
Mr. ANSTEY.-How do you justify a
1 hi h ould allow a horse to be
propos.a w c w .
. raced on 300 davs In the year and a pony
1 f t . -ht d
?
on y on or y-eIg
ays
Mr. McCUTCHEON said he did not
wish to be drawn aside into the consideration of suppositions of this kind. Everybody knew that no horse was raced on 300
days in a year. No horse could do it. If
the number of existing courses. was taken
and the number of days' racing on each was
added up anv one might multiply the
figures so 'as to' show that one horse could
run a thousand times in a year. It was
hardly worth while taking an argument of
that kind into account.
There was no
force in such a statement.
The whole
question was whether the Government were
providing a reasonable number of pony
race meetings for the people who enjoyed'
that sport. He thought they were, and
until the contrary was shown he would certainly support the numbers proposed by the
Government.
Another ~nd very serious
question arose-the questI?n of coo:peI?sation .. He .would state, WIt~OUt heSItatIOn,
t~at If thIS H<?use found It. necessary to
gIve con;pensatIOn for closmg up racecourse~ m ?rder. to p.ut a~ end to the
gambhng evIl whIch exIsted m .Melbourne,
he saw no more reason t~ object to the
payment of that com~ensahon tha? to the
pavment of compensatIOn to a publIcan who
had to give up his licence at the command
f t he S' tat e. H e f'l
0
aI e d t 0 see anv d'ff
1 erf
b
'
ence rom a usmess an d equI'tab'le pOl'nt
of view between the two things, but if such
a step was taken it would remain to be
shown what loss> the proprietors of these
courses had sustained before compensation
was granted. He said, on the question of
licensing, that the lowest equitable point of
compensation should be arrived at and paid,
and if compensation was proposed in the
case of pony or other racing which had
hitherto been legitimate, he would say that
the lowest equitable point of compensation should also be arrived at and paid.
Rather than see the gambling evil and the
racing evil continued as they had existed
in this city, he would be prepared, if such
a thing was required to meet the equities
of the case, to pay compensation and wipe
these places out, rather than that they
should continue as they were now. This
was a very simple position to take up. The
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whole question resolved itself into whether
the Committee would arrive at a reasonable
number of race meetings to be held or not.
It was a great pity Parliament had to interfere in this matter at all. The less inter~
ference there was by the State with the.
amusements or the fixed habits of the people
the better, but if it had to be done, and
he thought it had been shown to be necessary in this case, he would support it.
The connexion between the illegal tote and
the pony courses was exactly the same as
between the ball .and the socket. The tote
supported the excess of the pony race meetings, and the pony races provided a means
of constant employment and work for the
tote. The honorable member for Abbotsford argued that, logically, as the Committee were putting down the tote, there
was no necessity to put down the racing.
'Whilst there was an appearance of logic in
this argument, it did not work out to a
logical conclusion from the point of vie\Y
of human experience, because if this excessive racing was permitted to go on it
would be a constant temptation to people
to break the law, and to endeavour to carry
on illegal totes in the face of the law the
Committee were now passing.
On that
ground he would restrict the unreasonable
number of race meetings that were being
held to the number proposed by the Government, and at the same time sustain the
abolition of the tote, because the two things
He dismissed at once
worked together.
the objection that the V.R.C. were undulv
favoured. If the V.R.C. were only aiJowed sixteen meetings in a year, how could
the proprietor of three courses complain
when he was allowed forty-eight?
:Mr. ANSTEY. - What is the difference
between the owner of a pony and the owner
of a horse? The owner of a horse can
run it nearly every day in the year.
1'1r. l'1cCUTCHEO N said the honorable
member for Brunswick had touched on the
problem which appealed to him before he
gave his vote. Honorable members should
vote from a reasonable and equitable point
of view, and he wanted to know how he
was going to wrong the proprietor of a
pony course if he voted for giving hlim
forty-eight meetings in the year on the three
courses he held, when the great V.R.C.,
who were looked upon as the sample and
€vidence of what racing oughJt to be, were
provided with only sixteen race meetings
in the year?
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Mr. ANSTEY.-That is not the position.
The position is between the owner of the
horse and the owner of the pony, and not
between the proprietors and the club.
Mr. ELMsLIE. - An owner under the
V.R.C. has an opportunity of racing his
horses every day if he is so disposed.
:Mr. MoCUTCHEON said of course it
could be argued that a man could race a
horse half-a-dozen times a day if he chose,
but it was no use imagining fancy cases.
The V.R.C. would not do it. They had
already found it necessary to restrict the
number of race meetings on the smaller
courses for the very same reasons that had
actuated the Government in bringing in this
proposal, because racing was being brought
down to a contemptible position-being run
too low-and practices were being indulged
in at race meetings which, as representing
the great racing club of the State, the committee of the V.R.C. could not consistently
condone.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-There \yas something
"pretty stiff" at Caulfield Jast week, if
rumour be true.
Mr. COLECHIN.-Therc have been a few
smart things done at Flemington, if they
were only shown up.
1\1r. McCUTCHEON said there were
some smart things done, for, as he said
when speaking about the Stock Exchange
last week, it was difficult to get a decent
bi~ of .sport· with~ut s?mething questionable
bemg mtroduced mto It. Had the V.R.C.,
who had been girded at, done anything
which cou.ld be made .a reason~b~e ground
fo~ char~mg them WIth permlttmg these
thmgs WIlfully ?r knowmgly?
If the
V.R. C. had exercIsed th.a.t control over racing which it was generally admitted they had,
if they tried to keep race-courses pure
as far as they could, if they had endeavoured to regulate the habits and customs
and even the language of the bookmakers,
as he knew they had, he failed to see what
charge could be brought against them of
neglect, and while they were recognised as
the standard club for racing and its rules,
Parliament might fairly let them alone in
the enjoyment of what they had, so long
as they continued upon the lines they. had
hitherto followed. If, however, they broke
through and permitted on their' courses
practices similar to what obtained on the
pony race-courses, then he would say,
"Wipe them out, just as you may have to
wipe out the pony races." After a year
or two this House, when it found perhaps
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that certain effects had followed fram this
Bill, might have to take the matter into
consideration again, and amend the la w,
if certain practices were continued to be indulged in which had been so rampant in the
past. He had endeavoured to give the
Committee what might be called an outsider's point of view as to what was a reasonable conclusion to come to in this case,
and from that point of view, although he
did not often make personal explanations,
hle had mentioned as a kind of personal
explanation the fact that he did not attend race-courses, because he believed
strongly in personal influence.
However
small his influence or that of any other
member might be, he believed that if the
members of this House and the leading
members of the community abstained by
their ex.a.mple and their influence from permitting and encouraging many things that
they had permitted in connexion with racing, there would have been far less trouble
to contend with th!an there was now, and
possibl y the pony race-courses would never
have reached the pitch they had reached.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the honorable member for St. Kilda apparently desired simply to deliver a diatribe against
ponv racing.
Mr. MCCUTCHEON.-Oh, no.
.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the whole
trend of the honorable member's argument
was in that direction.
Mr. MCCUTCHEON.-I said once a week.
Surely you cannot say that is a diatribe
against pony racing? I said also that the
working man should have his races the
same as anvbodv else.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the wQrking
man had nothing to do with this question
at all. It was a gratuitous kind of insult
to introduce his name into this question
under any circumstances, because it did not
necessarily follow that racing was a sport
for the working man any more than for anv
other section of the community. It seemed
to be mostly the sport of the" Other fellow, "
for the working man was too busy working
all the time. If the honorable member's
ideas on this matter had embraced anything
more than the pony race meetings, the honorable member would have taken into consideration the list that had been placed on
the table of the House to-day, and he
would have noticed thaf, accordIng to this
list, there were ninety-two meetings held
upon registered courses. The Government
proposed to reduce the number of meetings
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upon the so-called unregistered courses,
which were merely courses not recognised by
the V.R.C., to forty-eight per year, so as
not to give facilities for betting, but they
proposed to leave untouched the number of
race meetings held upon the other courses,
and even to make some additions to them,
because they proposed to increase the opportunities for betting upon trotting by
allowing some of the existing courses
to be used for trotting races also.
If twenty trotting races were allowed on
each course, it would mean that 120 of
these race meetings would be held under
the wing of the V.R.C. Last year there
were 146 registered racing clubs in existence, and they held 305 race meetings. The
unregistered clubs) devoted solely to pony
racing, held 156 meetings. The honorable
member for St. Kilda, and the honorable
member for Glenelg, used the remarkable
argument that we did not want to improve
the betting facilities on pony courses.
Now, where did these betting facilities
exist to the largest extent? Where were
the greatest opportunities offered for betting? If honorable members went to the
spring meeting of the V.R.C. next week
they would find considerably more money
spent in betting at that meeting than at air
the pony races in the year.
Probably'
there was more money expended in backing
horses on Cup Day at Flemington than at
all the ponv races. The facilities for betting were very much larger under the
V.R.C. than at the ponv meetings. because
the V.R.C. registered the bookmakers, and
wou Id· not allow them to bet on unregistered
courses. If thev did bet on an unregistered course th~ were not allowed within
thE' reserves at Flemington.
Mr. McBRIDE.-Nonsense. The V.R.C.
cannot stop them.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the V.R.C.
had exercised tliat power in the past.
:Mr. McCuTcHEoN.-Thev look upon
bookmakers as necessarv evils.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that, as a
rule, it. was the hardened old sinner who.
went to pony races in order to bet. Very
few new people went to pony races, but
thousands of people would be found at
Flemington next week who had never seen
a race-course before in their lives. These
people would have every in'ducement tobet placed in front of them, and thE>"
chances were that they would go on. betting ever afterwards. So inconsistent was
the honorable member for St. Kilda that r
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when a proposition came from the Opposition side of the Chamber to stop betting
on race-courses al together, he voted agains[
it j yet now the honorable member spoke
about the want of morality in pony racing,
and wanted to reduce facilities that were
gi Yen for people to bet on pony racecourses. The honorable member was very
anxious to remove temptation out of the
wav ofl the few hardened people who betted at pony races, while, at the same time,
he was willing that every facility to bet
should be given to the thousands of people
who went to Flemington. There was really
less gambling at pony meetings than anywhere else. Owing to the high entrance
fees t11at were charged on the registered
courses a number of owners of what might
be called medium horses were onl v able to
run their horses at pony meetings, "and they
could enter them there with some chance
of success. These people did not do much
betting, but they were able to enter their
horses for the various events, and to enjoy a cheap day's amusement. A number
of horses under fifteen hands did not race
'at Flemington at all, for the simple reason that only olle out of, every 100 was up
to the standOard that was required to compete in the V.R.C. races. - The owners
might run them if they chose, but ~here
was no hope of their getting a place. When
these owners went to the pony courses,
however, they could run their horses, because the races were run in classes. At
the same time, the sport was just as keen
as it was on the registered race-courses,
where, as one honorable member said,
something cronk very often took place. As
to the respectability of the crowd who went
to the pony meetings, it was only the other
dav that it was reported in the press that
the committee of the V.R.C. and the committee of the V.A.T.C. had to chain up
the combs and brushes in the ladies' rooms
at Flemington and Caulfield, because hundreds of pounds' worth of those things
were stolen bv the members every year.
Mr. McBRIDE.-Not by the members.
Mr. BAYLES.-It is quite untrue.
:Mr. PRENDERGAST said that these
things were taken from the members' reserves, to which no one but the members
had access. A year or two ago an article
appeared in the press giving a complete
list of the things that were stolen from
these rooms. The clubs could not keep
the combs, brushes, and soap, and actually
cart-loads of them disappeared. Not only
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that, but if any of the ladies who happened to be in those rooms put anything
down out of her hand, some other member of the "smart set" would annex it before she could turn round.
Mr. BAYLEs.-That is not true.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said another
argument that had been used, both by
statement and by inference, was that the
pony courses were not allowed to be registered, because they were practically owned
by one man. What was there in the Bill
to prevent the other courses f.rom being run
bv one man?
At the present time there
were six privately-owned race-courses that
were registered under the V.R.C. rules, but
there was no rule which said that these six
courses might not be owned, at some time
in the future, by one individual, if anyone
liked to offer sufficient money to induce the
other owners to sell out. . He had the
names of the owners of those six courses,
and there was nothing to prevent any one
man from coming- along in the future and
buying them all out. There was nothing
either in this Bill or in the V.R.C. rules to
prevent it, so that it would be very easy to
create the same difficulty with regard to
those race-courses as the Government professed to have in dealing with the ownership of the pony race-courses to-day. There
were two registered courses-those at
Moonee Valley and l\1aribyrnong-which
were alreadv owned bv the same man. As
for Mr. Wren's connexion with pony racing, the Committee had the assurance of
the Premier that Mr. Wren had cleaned up
the sport. The fact was that the state of
things in connexion with pony racing, to
which some honorable members obiected,
did not exist at all on the pony courses toda v, but it referred to a state of things that
existed some years ago. The arguments of
the honorable member for Warrnambool,
the honorable member for Glenelg, and the
honorable member for 8t. Kilda, therefore,
fell to the e-round.
Mr. McCuTcHEoN.-I have read some
very curious evidence about pony racing
within the last eighteen months, and especiall y about owners agreeing to win in
turn.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it was
acknowledged bv the most caustic and reflective critics that it was possible to get as
pure sport on the pony race-courses as it
w'as to get it under the wing of the V.R.C.
The Premier would testify to that.
The
reason why we had purity now in the
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management of pony racing was because the
present manager was forced out of the
V.R.C., not because he was a bad sportsman or a cronk sportsman. for a cronk
sportsman could still run horses to-day, and
did run them. It was not because the present manager did not pay his debts, or anything of that description, that he was compelled to wiUhdraw some ot his nominations for the V.R.C. meeting, while he was
allowed to run in other cases, under certain conditions which should not have been
placed on any man. But this person took
up with pony racing for the purpose of
gratifying his love for racing.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Wlhy did he
appeal to them?
1\1r. PRENDERGAST said that this
person should never have had to appeal to
the V.R.C., and if he (Mr. Prendergast)
could have his way, neither himself nor any
one else would ever have to appeal to that
body in the future, and he would have
some provision made so that the V.R.C.
would not be a1!le to do again what they
had done in the past. If it was held
that 156 race-meetings for pony racing
were too much, the would point out that
those meetings were being forced upon that
man by the action of fhe V.R.t., and because that man was excluded from the
V.R.C. toe Government were nO\~ compelled to take action in conncxion with
pony racing, and they were dealing with it,
not from the point of view of a sport for
the community, but because pony racing
was against the interests of the V. R. C.
~Ir. BENT.-Why are you so vexed with
me ? I don' t say anything.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said, of course,
hE: could only express his pleasure with
what tEe Premier had done. Only a few
days ago the h.onorable gentleman favoured
sixteen meetings, and then ran the number
up to twenty-four. Next he put the number down again to sixteen, and now said
that anybody could put it up to twentyfour if able to do so. ,The whip must
have gone roun'd feeling the pulse of the
Chamber on the subiect.
. ~fr. BENT.-No, he has not. You go on
11'1 such a funny way.
There is no wit in
that at all.
~lr. PRENDERGAST said that, so far
as he himself and a number of honorable
members on the ORPosition side of the
House wiho were actillg with. him were concerned, thev were no more in favour of
dishonorable practices on the turf than any
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of the honorable members on the other side
who loudly professed their purity and
cleanliness on this subject.
Mr. BENT.-Why do you look at me like
that?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that he and
the honorable members who were acting
with him in this particular matter desired
to have purity and cleanliness on the turf,
and were going to vote with that object;
but because their opinions were different
from those of honorable members on the
Ministerial side of the House, they were
not dealt with according to their opinions,
but were told that the string.s were being
pulled OV ,a certain individual. He (Mr.
Prendergast) knew what me himself desired. He attended races but very little,
but he intended to go to see the Cup run
next Tuesday, and intended to have a
" bob" or two on it. He did not care what
any other member of the community might
think about his action in this matter, but
he had no doubt that a number of honorable members would take up the same position, and be present at the running for the
Cup. The unfair treatment that ~Tren received from the V.R.C. brought him into
pony racing, and Wren had shown .the
V.R.C. that it was possible to run a form
of sport that would afford to horses which
were somewhat inferior in calibre to those
runniI)g in the Melbourne Cup an oppo'rtunitu of testing their merits: one against the
other, without anything unclean, unjust, or
immoral taking place. As good facilities
for running were provided in connexion
w'ith ,Pony racing, as were provided by the
V.R.C., ana yet not as much money was
spent in the ponv racing, either in the entries
or the entrance fees or the betting. Those
who were taking up the highly moral attitude should adopt it in connexion with the
great meeting which was to take place next
week, and not be attackIng the 'lesser evil
as they had been doing in this Chamber.
He himself believed that twenty-four days
was a rather smaller number than 'should be
given. Provision should be made, in case
other courses might be established for the
purpose of pony racing, so that there
should he as great facilities for the public
in connexion with that sp\)rt as in connexion
with horse racing. It was to be remembered that this provision did not extend to
the couJ2.try districts. He did not see why
those who bred ponies should not have the
same opportunitv of testing their ponies'
merits one against the other as in the case
of horse-breeders and their horses.
If
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anybody went round the country, and noted
the people who were driving horses for
amusement, and remarked what class of
horses they were driving, he would guarantee that it would be found that the
horses the people were using in this way
were mainl v from 13 hands to 15 hands
high.
.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).-.Are
they racing ponies?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said there had
been racing ponies amongst the very first
flight. W·hat about " Savanaka " ?
Mr. WATT .-The famous mare "Solution" is under IS hands.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said a number of
the best horses were of that height. Only
about one in fifty would be amongst the
first flight. becau'se of the greater length
and strength of the larger horses.
There
were more ponies among those fit to race
that could be used for driving in small
traps than there were race-horses that could
be utilized for useful purposes. One could
not ·use a race-horse as a coach-horse or a
buggv-horse.
I\fr. J.ICAMERON (Gippsland East).-The
same argument applies to the racing pony.
He is a weed, pure and simple.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the racing
ponv was not a weed at all. That was not
a proper way to describe it. The racing
pony was a peculiar throw from the .horse.
It was not thrown of the same height, but
it was certainly not a weed, because aJ weed
resulted from deterioration.
The pony
might be a really good horse, but thrown
on short legs, and might be able to do his
work better than the larger horse.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).-It
is a thoroughbred freak.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that term
would not describe it.
The racing pony
might be a freak of nature, but it was
certainly not a weed. The r~cehorse was
the most useless animal in the community
for anything but racing purposes.
The
racing pony could be used for light classes
of work, and ponies were being bred and
could be bred of special qualities.
~1r. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East). I
have bred them worth up to £200, but
they never went to a race-course.
J\fr.
PRENDERGAST said ponies
could be bred true to height and colour.
'Vhen the Premier wanted to improve the
breed of horses in this country he tried
to get pony stallions, and the honorable
gentleman sent home one of our ablest
veterinary surgeons for this purpose.
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:Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East). And he did not get them.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the stallions
were not obtained, because the type was not
there.
But the Premier sent home for
pony stallions. and if they could not be
got in Wales they could be got in other
places.
Mr. WILKINS. - They will kill a big
horse.
l\1r. PRENDERGAST said anyone
who was accustomed to use horses knew
that a pony would do an immense amount
of work.
Mr. BENT.-Ko one can get horses like
the ones Wilkins drives.
Mr. PRENDERGAST .said the Premier
was a step above that, because he drove
a motor car.
Mr. Wood, the gentleman who went home to select pony stallions, was of the same opinion as the Premier, for he thought that probably the best
horse to mate with the peculiar class of
mare in this country would be the pony
stallion. l\1r. Wood was, perhaps, one of
the ablest judges of horses in this country,
and was not merely a horse doctor. Han':
arable members who had been to the show
could have seen two or three of Mr. Wood's
horses out there, and they were a very fine
stamp of horses indeed.
l\fr. Wood held
that ponv stallions were the best we could
import, but the great trouble he had in
getting what he wanted was that there had
been a deterioration in the Welsh horses,
caused, probably, by the poverty of the
people, which had compelled them to breed
without selection.
The result was that
there had been great deterioration, and the
people who had good pony stallions would
not sell them at any price. In connexion
with Arab horses what did we find? They
were horses of 14 and 14~ hands.
The
horse that was at Fitzgerald's Circus} and
that was worth £600 or £700, was probabl y as fine a stamp of horse as could be
seen anywhere, and it ,,,as under 14 hands
high.
l\Ir. GAUNsoN.~Are not the Arab horses
notably small horses?
l\1r.' PRENDERGAST said if we
wanted to encourage horse-breeding we
should have to go beyond the breeding of
what he would call racing. we€ds, which
were horses of no ,"alue for anything but
racing purposes.
Such a horse had not
barrel enough to do any work, his legs were
not fit for anythirlg, and nine out of ten
of them broke down in galloping after two
or three years' racing.
By encouraging
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pony racing we should be doing somethin~"
in his opinion, that would be va:luable 111
producing a breed of horses of a serviceable
kind. At any rate, they were as good as
the racehorses, and he would ask that both
kinds of sport should be placed on the sa.T?e
footing, and that there should be no. dIStinction made bet\veen them. He 1;>eheved
that, as: far as purity and honour were concerned, we were as well able to get that in
connexion with pony racing as in connexi?l1
with horse racing as it \vas conducted 111
this communi tv .
1\1r. BAYLES remarked that he wanted
to put the honorable member for Korth
Melbourne right with regard to his remarks
about the members of the V.R.C. There
were only 1,200 members. T.he honorable
member' inferred that they went away
with cargoes of combs and brushes.
These things were chained, up where the
public went in under the grand-stand. He
had seen the bottles chained up, but that
had nothing to do with the members. If
the honorable member would accompany
him next Tuesdav, he would show the hon()fable member that these things were not
chained up in the members' part.
:\lr. BAILES.-Does that apply to the
honorable member for North l\Ielbourne
onlv?
Mr. IBAYLES said it was. the honorable
member for North Melbourne who made
the statement.
Mr. BAILEs.-We wilil all make the statement.
Mr. BAYLE S said that he did not wish
to say that there was any malpractice in
connexlon wifh pony racing as at present
carried on. He had never attended any of
the pony race-meetings, but he understood' that the" were carried on in a
reputable man"ner;
but what ah?ut
the adjuncts-the totes and the bettmg
shops? They might be honorable, too, for
all he knew. He had never put any money
on Wren's tote, nor invested any money at
the City Tattersall's Club.
These were
the things that were so much objected tv,
and that members on the Government side
of the House considered should be put
down.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. -What right have
you to constitute yourselves policemen?
Mr. BAYLES said he had heard members 0'n the Opposition side of the House
repeatedlv state that they wanted to put
down gambling.
Mr. BROMLEY.-Is not the same tote run
in connexion with horse racing?
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Mr . BAYLE S said that might be so.
Two wrongs did not maket a right. It was
desirable to reduce the number of days for
pvny races. There were five times as many
racehorses as racing ponies in Melbourne.
He had never owned a racehorse, and had
never put more than a cougle of pounds on
any horse. His gambling was of a very
modest nature.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-You came 0ut all right
. on the Toorak Handicap.
Mr. BAYLES said he got in first, and
he got in because he s'upported the suppression of totes and betting shops.
:LvII. COLIECHIN.-What about the Licensing Bill?
1\1r. BAYLES said the Committee were
now dealing with the Gaming Suppression
Bill. He was returned to support a Bill
to suppress totes and' betting shopsJ and all
things of that kind, but he was not returned to go in for absurd legislation. He
wanted to see this 'Bill put through, and
g.ambling reduced, and one of the best ways
to reduce gambling was to cut down the
number of race-meetings. The honorable
member for Korth Melbourne asked why
the ponies should not have as many meetings as the horses. There were five times
as many horses as ponies, and a good many
of the ponies that were raced on the pony
courses might be seen in jinkers on other
davs. Thev could not be called racers in
the proper sense of the word.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-They are most useful.
i.\fr. BAYLES said that might be true,
but the v were run about in jinkers, and they.
were not useful for making money'. The
honorable member for North Melbourne had
stated that the reason why the pvny courses
had sprung into existence was that a certain gentleman was not allowed to run his
horses on the V. R. C. course.
What did
the V.R.,C. do? Mr. Wren's nominations
were not accepted by the V.R.C.
Mr. ELMsLIE.-They were.
Mr. BAYLES said Mr. Wren was told
that his nominations w0uld be ,accepted if
he severed his connexion with a certain
gambling institution. The V.R.C. might
have made a mistake in attempting to do
what the Government should have done,
but the V.R.C. "'anted to put down illicit
gambling.
Mr. WILKINS.-Was it not because their
patrons went there?
Mr. BAYLES.-No.
Mr. WILKINS. - They were losing their
customers.
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Mr. BAYLES said that Mr. Wren
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-They are not run so
started his pony racing on the 11th Decem- much for money as for sport, alld I am
ber of last year, or rufter his nominations glad you corroborate that.
were refused.
Mr. BAYLE S said the honorable mem1\1r. WILKINS. - They forced him into ber h:ad stated that pony racing was a great
that position.
industrv. The owners of the ponies could
1\1r. BAYLES said that the honorable not depend on the racing, and so they used
member for Collingwood had stated that the ponies in jinkers on off days.
the patrons of the V.R.C. were going to
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-That is your statethe pony races, and he (Mr. Bayles) had. ment. I say they are run for competitive
shown that that wa,s not correct.
They' sport.
might have been going to the tote-shops.
Mr. 'BAYLES said he would like to
know \Vhv the outcry was raised ag.ainst
1\1r. WILKINs.-That is what I mean.
~Ir. BAYLES said the V.R.C. tried to the V.R.C.
Was it because that body
do what the Government should have done. tried to purify sport?
Mr. WILKINs.-Don't, don't!
The Government should have empowered
Mr. PRENDERGAST (to Mr. Bayles).
the police to shut these tote-shops up.
1'1r. PRENDERGAST.-The clauses for that Don't joke with us j this is serious.
Mr. BAYLE S said that three years ago
ha ve been passed.
1\1r. BAYLES said a well-known mem- there were 451 days for racing in Victoda
ber of the ring-Mr. Sol Green-did shut -121 in Melbourne, and 330 in the counup his betting-shop, but another gentleman try-and the V.R.C. had reduced the numtook it on, a-nd it was called City Tatter- ber toseventv-nine in the metropolitan area
and 250 days in the country.
sall's Club.
Mr. GAUNSoN.·-Have they reduced their
Mr. ANSTEY.-Was not a steward of the
own days?
V.R.C. connected with that tote?
Mr. BAYLES.-No j because they gave
~lr . BAYLE S said he did not know.
There were only three genuine clubs in large stakes, and the owners preferred to
Melbourne, namely, the V.R.IC., the run for large stakes.
V.A. T.C., and the Williamstown Club.
l\Ir. WATT.-It would pay the V.R.C. to
The other race-courses were run for profit reduce the number of days, because they
like Wren's. There \vere, in other words, five lose on the small meetings.
nIr. BAYLES said nearly all the small
proprietary clubs. The three genuine racing clubs in Melbourne had thirty-eight meetings of the V.R.C. were run at a loss.
1\1r. ANSTEY.-What did your brother
meetings, and they gave away £75,000
in stakes every year. The five proprietary buy that racing pony for?
courses which were run for profit had
Mr. BAYLES.-To breed polo ponies,
thirty-five meetings, and gave away and the owners of polo ponies were not
£ 15,000 in stakes.
According. to the allowed to run them on such courses as
statement supplied to him, Mr. Wren, from Wren's j they would be disqualified if they
the 11th of December to the 25th Octoher did so.
instant, held 132 meetings, at which he
Mr. COLECHIN.-They would be allowed
gave away £14,015, or a little over £100 to run at "Toowak."
a day. Those who ran their ponies at his
1\1r. BAYLES said they might, like
meetings could not make very much profit others he knew, be qualified to run at the
out of that sum.
The V.R.C. directed Zoo and at donkev races. He rose to put
that no race meeting in the metropoli- the honorable member for North Melbourne
tan area should be held on registered right.
courses unless at least £300 was given in
1\1r.
PRENDERGAST.-You
have got
stakes per day. He was n0t sure, but he supreme confidence. in your capacity.
believed there was some exception made in
Mr. BAYLES said he did not know
favour of the hunt clubs. The pony rac- whether the leader of the Opposition had
ing people were not being badly treated in been at Flemington when any of the cartgetting forty-eight days. If they carried loads of brushes were carried away.
on their meetings for 156 days, the amount
Mr. WILKINs.-What does Mr. Bowden,
given away would be about £16,000,
judging hy the amount given for the meet- the late member of the V.R.C., say?
Mr BAYLES said he did not Know.
ings held up to the 25th instant. He did
not think it could be shown that those con- Perhaps the honorable member for Colnected with pony racing could get amaz- lingwood might tell honorable members
exactly what Mr. Bowden said. Honor·
ingly rich on the amount given in stakes.
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able members had heard about :Mr. Wren
writing a pathetic letter to the paper the
other day, saying he was going Oht into
wilderness like the scapegoat with the sins
of the world upon him-Mr. GAuNsoN.-He never said that.
Mr. BAYLES said perhaps not in
so many words.
Mr. Wren said he
was gomg to leave the country, and
he was' going to stand all the financial loss, and that other people could
carry an the courses. As the leader of
the Opposition compared the number of
V.R'.C. meetings and the race meetings
held on various pony courses he (Mr.
Bayles) would like to say that since its inception the V.R.C. had spent nearly
£200,000 in improvements on the course to
make the public comfortable at the race
meetings. On th:e hill, where the admission was 2S. 6d.; the public could get
boilIng water to make tea.
.
Mr. COLECHIN.-It is always hot water
and dust there.
Mr. BAYLES said he was sure if the
honorable member went there he would be
in hot water all the time, and he would
deserve it.
The stakes given away had
amounted to£I,273,141. The V.R.C. paid
wages amounting to £4,000 per annum.
Mr. ANSTEY.-At 5s. 6d. and 6s. a day.
Mr. BAYLES said he did not know
what the rate was, but £4,000 was distributed every year among the working
men of the country.
Mr. ANSTEY.-At 5s. 6d. and 6s. per day.
Mr. BAYLE S asked if that was a phonograph?
Mr. ANSTEY.-At 5S. 6d. and 6s. ada\'o
Do not forget that.
The CHAIRMAN.-I must ask honorable members to cease this fire of interjection.
Mr. BAYLES said the V.R.C. paid
salaries amounting to £3,600 per annum.
Had the Opposition members stopped interjecting ?
Mr. SANGSTER.-We are waiting for
that "dirty left" of yours.
Mr. BAYLES said perhaps he might
burst somebodv's boiler if he used it, and
that would not be a nice thing. Altogether
the V.R. C. distributed £7,600 a year in
wages and salaries.
The other day they
spent :/:2,000 in putting the course right,
so to compare the V.R.C.-An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Where did
they get the money?
Session 1906-[90]
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Mr. BA YLE S said they got it out of
the money they received, for which they
gave a quid 1>ro quo, and after the leader
of the Opposition went next week to see the
Cup, if he did not say he got a real good
ten bob's worth he would not be right.
Mr. W' ATT .-That will be half a quid
pro quo.

.

Mr. BAYLES said he might tell honorable members that people like himself
wished to see pony races wiped out at
Richmond and Ascot, or reduced as far as
possible, although the races were now carried on properly. In the past things were
carried on verv badlv.
The leader of the
Opposition asked what would happen if the
registered courses under the V.R.C. were
bought bv somebod¥ else.
What would
happen if the pony courses got back under
the same management there- had been in
years gone by? There mi ght be the same
nefarious practices as in the past. There
was no guarantee that the courses would
remain in the same hands.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Is there not the
same position 111 connexion with the
V.R.C.?
lVb-. BAYLES said the V.R.C. was not
run for profit.
When l\h. Wren made
a little more profit he might sell out, and
a man might get control of the courses who
might not run them honestly.
He Supported the Government's proposal, as he
wanted the least possible number of pony
meetings that could be got.
Mr. ANSTEY said the honorable member fOr Toorak rose to make a few brief
remarks in reply to the leader of the Opposition, but apparently he came with a
brief in defe~e of the V.R.C. He (Mr.
Anstey) had no intention of touching the
question of horse breeding at all, nor did
he intend to deal with the virtues of the
V.R.C. or Mr. John Wren. The House
had dealt with various matters.
They
had dealt with the suppression of street
betting and with the question of purelv gam-'
ing houses. Clauses had been carried to
impose limitation on lotteries and so forth.
It was proposed to suppress goose clubs,
and to place limitations on. art unions conducted by industrial unions. Limitations
had been placed on betting which extended
the power of the V.R.C. in so far as
people would be compelled to go to the
courses to carryon betting. There was the
question of the Collingwood tote, which he
was informed 'was controlled by Mr. John
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Wren, and the question of the various un~ qhestion now. The question now was in
registered race-courses held by that gentle- regard to certain race-courses leased b\"
man. There was practically no discussion Mr. John Wren, and yet it had been said
on the question of the totalizator at Col- by the honorable member for St. Kilda,
lingwood. Very little was said about that. by the honorable member for Toorak, bv
I t was felt by the majority of honorable the honorable member for Warrnambooi,
members that if there was any obstacle in and other honorable members, that these
carrying out the law other provisions should things were identical-that they were asThose
be brought into existence in order that the sociated in one form or another.
-desire of Parliament should be carried into honorable members failed to remember
But the question now was not that the tote existed long prior to Mr.
(:xecution.
(-ither the suppression of street betting, of Wren taking over the race-courses, and no
gaming, or of the eight hours art union, or matter whether that person was a gambler
the question of the tote itself. The matter or whether he was a notorious breaker of
now being dealt with was the distinction be- the law, Parliament, no matter what might
tween one class of racing and another. The be the difficulties, must come down, and
honorable member for Warrnambool rose had rightly come down, with a determinato discuss the matter. He did so in a verv tion th,at it would see that the law was
complete way from his own point of vie,~, carried into execution. But when honorabl~
but he also somewhat insidiously and dis- members came to discuss the legitimate
guisedly brought in the question of the practices of that gentleman the\' had no
tote, and tried to point out that the ques- right to bring into the discussion any of
So far as the law
tion of the race-courses and the question his unlawful acts.
of the tote were identical.
He (Mr. was concerned, the totalizator was one
thing anti the race-courses were an enAllste~-) Jlut the question to the honorable
tirely different thing. It appeared to him
member for Warrnambool if some nine (Mr. Anstey) that this gentleman had taken
years ago he voted to prohibit from com- up under the law, and in accordance with
inf{ into law that which Parliament had per- the law, certain race-courses. He carried
mItted to pass through Committee this
on under the law as many meetings as he
session without anv obstacle whatever. He
thought fit. He (Mr. Anstey) knew not
(Mr. Anstey) took it that the honorable
whether the racing was clean or unclean,
member for- \\T arrnambool and other honorand he did not know whether horse racing
able members acted on that occasion from
what they conceived to be the best motives, was clean or unclean. He knew nothinrr
and the honorable member for Warrnambool of it, but he knew if unclean men wer~
said he had voted on that occasion in ac- associated with any class of sport, no matcordance with the law of reason. Presum- ter what its character might be, that sport
ing the honorable member did, it should would become unclean. It did not matter
at least be conceded that equally to-day what sport it was, or what class of animal
honorable members voting and speaking was used, unclean men would taint all\"
on the Bill were also acting in accordance sport with which they were connected. A"s
with their judgment and reason; but he far as his experience and general knowledge
(Mr. Anstey) ventured to say that if, in the went, there were always men who would
year 1898, a.ny one had suggested that the endeavour to use any sport to make money.
honorable member for Ess.endon or the Unclean men were associated with the
honorable member for Warrnambool had horse races under the control of the V.R.C.,
cast a venal vote, those honorable members and in the country, just as they were in con,,-ould have scouted such an imputation. nexion with pony racing. The V.R.C. was
Yet the honorable member for Warrnambool in a position to deal with those race-courses.
had not been the last to cast insinua- What Parliament had to deal with was Mr.
tions on those honorable members who John Wren, as the owner of three raceheld opinions to-day such as the hon- courses, situated in three suburbs, and as
orable member heid some years ago. a man who had taken up those race-courses
This House had decided practically un- under the law as it existed. As the leader
animously that so far as the question of of the Opposition had pointed out, there
the Collingwood tote was concerned that were I46 race-courses where racing was
tote must come down, and that if the law carried on practically every day in the year,
was not ample ather powers must be given so that the owner of a horse could race
to the Government. But that was not the that horse e\'ery day in the year in one
Mr. Anstey.
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portion of the State or the other. It was
not in the least a question of the number
of licensed race-oourses, not a question of
how many races should take place on each
course j but the whole question was on how
many days the owner of a horse should
be permitted to run that horse in the course
of a year. It was not in the least a question of whether it was the V.R.C. meeting or an unregistered meeting, but the
question which Parliament had to solve and
to settle was whether it was a legitimate
thing for the owner of an animal called a
horse to be able to run it every day in the
vear, and for the owner of another kind
horse, which was designated a pony, to
be prohibited from racing it for more than
a portion of that time. Whatever rights
were conceded to the owner of a horse, the
owner of a pony ought to stand in exactly
the same position. The honorable member
for St. Kilda swept that argument aside
completely. The honorable member said
it was not a questiOilli of the horse, but of
the race-course. He said, also, that one
horse could not race every day in the year,
and he therefore refiused to treat the argument seriously. But there were persons
who kept a number of horses, and if they
raced one horse one day they raced another
representative of the stable on another day,
so that the trainer of a number of horses
could try his fortune with one representative or other of his stable every day in the
year f!rom one end of the State to the
other. If there was any legitimate reason
why the owner of a horse could race it
every day in the year, there was no reason
whv the owner of a pony should not also be
permitted to run it every dav in the year.
The position was analogous to that of two
men pursuing an irregular occupation, one
of whom had onlv three employers from
whom he could obtain work, and could
onlX get work from each of them for ten
days in the year, while the other could
command a circle of. 100 employers, and
five or six days: work from each. The one
man, therefore, could get a full year's
work, while the amount of employment the
other could obtain in the year was limited
to thirty days. In this case, with only
three courses outside the pale, it was not
asked that they should be given any greater
privileges than others, but simply that they
should be conceded at least seventy-two
days per year on which to nice ponies, and
this was practically one-fourth of the
amount of racing that the owner of a horse
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was allowed to enter his animal for.
The
question OD horse breeding had been discussed, notably by the honorable member
for Gippsland East. He (Mr. Anstey) did
not profess to know anything about this
subject, but he had read a sixpenny book
on horse-breeding} and he proposed, in
consequence, to hold himself up as an
authority also.
Mr. McCuTcHEoN.-It is the centering
of all these race meetings in Melbourne
and suburbs that is objected to. If they
were distributed all over the country it
would be all right.
Mr. ANSTEY said Parliament had
power to effect what the honorable member
suggested. If, as the honorable member
for Warrnambool stated, Mr. Wren had an
absolute monopoly of pony racing, and
poured all the profits into his pockets, the
Committee could sweep away that monopoly by inserting a clause in this Bill to
the effect that all clubs should be licensed,
and that the V.R.C. should not be able to
exclude any pony from any course. The
effect would be that the owners of, ponies
would have every course open to them
wherever any club was willing to accept
their nominations, instead of as at prese~lt
having to run their ponies upon the pony
race-oourses in town.
Mr. HUNT.-That would be a sensible
thing to do.
Mr. MCCUTCHEON.-You would soon
kill the whole business of racing.
Mr. ANSTEY.-Did npt the honorable
member want to do so?
Mr. GAUNSON (to Mr. McCutcheon).-You want to kill it if it is evil and wicked,
don't you?
Mr. ANSTEY said he could not understand the position of the honorable member for St. Kilda. First of all, the honorable member deplored the existence of
the evif, and affirmed Hiat betting and racing were interdependent, but the honorable
member was afraid to kill racing, and yet
he wanted to kill betting, or, rather, to
make a monopoly of betting on the V.R.C.
course.
Mr. MCCUTCHEON.-I did nothing of
the kind. I made no complaint against racing whatever. I do not interfere with anybody betting. I made no complaint against
them.
Mr. ANSTEY said he understood ·the
honorable member for St. Kilda to sa \'
there were many evils associated ,,,,ith racing, and to urge that if the better portion,
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of society, of which the honorable member
constituted one of the most conspicuous
adornments, were to follow his example,
and to keep away from the races, it would
be better for the community generally.
The remarks made by the honorable member for Warrnambool some weeks ago
showed that the honorable member claimed
to know something of horse and pony
breeding. One of the honorable member's
statements ,vas that the owners of horses
often failed in their efforts to breed fullsized thoroughbreds, and produced only a
class of thoroughbred ponies. He left it
to the experts in the Chamber to fight that
question out for themselves. Parliament
might fairly decide, after viewing the surrounding circumstances, looking at the
question from the stand-point, not of the
owner of the course, but of the owner of
the animal itself, to give to the owner of a
pony as much priyilege in racing his
animal as it ga\'e to the owner of the horse.
These were some of the strongest reasons
that influenced him in his decision to vote
for the proposal for seyenty-two days, not
because those se\'enty-two da)~s were upon
three courses, but because Parliament
ought to gi n~ to the owner of a pony as
great facilities for racing his animal as
were given to the owner of some other
animal which stood some fifteen hands or
more in height. If ParlIament gave to the
owners of ponies an opportunity of racing
upon a larger number of courses by sweeping down the obstacles which the V.R.C.
had placed against that class of· animal,
and by seeing tliat a race was provided for
ponies on each course, then any restriction
and any argument against Mr. Wren personally fell to the ground,· and justice and
right could be extended to all.
Mr. GAU~SON said he thought the
fact had been oyerlooked that the 156 days
that were now used in connexion with pony
racing did not really mean 156 clear days.
It was onlY in the afternoon between halfpast 2 and 5 o'clock that these races
were run, and reallv, the whole business
of going to the cOlirse, seeing the whole
of the racing programme, and returning to
town, did not occupy more at the very
outside than four hours - say, from 2
o'clock until 6.
Racing on - the other
courses realh' took up the full day. Another point ,"as this: He thought 'the Government ought to see that the pony race('ourSE'S should not bE' dependent on
the
V.R.C. as to whether they would be re-
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cognised by the V.R.C. or not-as to whether owners would be disqualified who ran
horses at these courses, or jockeys or bookmakers who betted there, and who were
registered by the V.R.C.
The V.R.C.
should be compelled to recognise the status
not merely of the courses as race-courses
recognised by law, but to recognise the
status of all persons who attended there to
do business, either as bookmakers, trainers,
or jockeys. This was a thing which should
be seen to.
It mllst not ue left to the
sweet will of the V.R.C. at all-there
must be a law enacted to the effect that
the status of the V.R. C. was no greater
than the status of the pony race-~ourses
-that they were one and all lawful racecourses, and that the V. R.C. should no
longer be permitted to act in the arrogant
manner they had done hitherto.
Mr. SANGSTER remarked that he did
not know much about the V.R.C., neither
did he know much about pony raCi!lg. He
ha:d never been on a pony race-course in
his life, and did not know where the Donv
race-courses w~re, except lw name. Se~'eral
pony owners, however, had spoken to him,
and he had discovered that seyeral owners
He
lived in the district he represented.
had been under the impression-rightly or
wrongly-that a great number of those
men who went to pony meetings went there
beaause they were only a short distance
from town, -and the pe~ple were therefore
only a short time away from their business.
Hoi-torable members had been given to understand that in a great many cases the
men who visited these pony races were
men of rather low character.
There
might De some of those, but he knew,
from information he had received, that
a number of business people in t'he
suburbs owned and ran· these ponies, not
onl y for the stakes, but for the love of the
sport, and for the increased value which
was given to the pony by racing. He had
a letter from one pony-owner, who pointed
out that if the proposition of the Government was carr:ed this sport must cease, and
that the pom'-owners would not be able to
keep ponies of the different classes.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I suppose the Government will entertain a motion to compensate
those owners.
Mr. BENT.-We will get this through
first, and talk about compensation afterwards.
I had an idea that some proposal might be made for the other owners
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of race horses to find the money for compensation, in the same way as we propose
under the Licensing Bill.
Mr. SANGSTER said he thought the
F'remier might do something in that direction. The pony-owners did not ask for
any compensation whatever, but only for a
short time limit to allow them to work the
ponies off.
They had given pretty fair
prices for the ponies they now possessed,
and the breeders of these particular ponies
had a number· in their paddocks, which
were intended for sale to the men who ran
them.
Mr. BENT.-They might let every member of the House have a couple of ponies.
Mr. SANGSTER said that if the number
of pony race meetings was reduced to
forty-eight, not only would these men have
their living taken from them, but monev
would be absolutely taken out of their
pockets. They had' bred the ponies with
the intention of racing them, and the ponies
would not be of much use to them except
for racing purposes.
If the number of
racing days was suddenly reduced to fortyeight without any warning it would mean
that these men would be .absolutely robbed
of their property. One man told him that
he had six racing ponies of different classes.
It appeared that there were ten different
dasses of ponies running at t~se meetings.
There were ponies of 12.3 hands, 13, 13. 1 ,
13.2. I3.3, 14, 14. 1, 14. 2 , 14·3, and
horses.
Mr. GAUNSON .-And ever v one is disqualified from running on' the V.R.C.
courses if they are run on the pony courses.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Yes, both horses
.and men were disquaJified if they ran, rode,
or trfined for those particular meetings.
Mr. BENT.-That is not in this clause.
We will put in another clause by-and-by.
Mr. SANGSTER said it was, at all
events, an argument why the proposal of
the Government should not be carried. The
head of the Government suggested that
some provision should be made for compen~ting these owners on something the same
lmes as those proposed in the Licensing
Bill. In the Licensing Bill, however, the
Government proposed to give thirteen vears'
notice before they ceased to pay compensation to the licensee or the owner of the
hotel. With respect to the owners> of these
ponies, however, the Government were giving them no notice whatever, but simplv
told them that after they had been training
their ponies and racing them for years and·
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spending their money in keeping them for
certain purposes, a proposal would bt~
adopted which would render the poniesabsolutely useless. Surely the Government
should consider the advisability of reducing
the number of racing days gradually instead
of all at once. If 156 da.ys was too much,
surely it was a fair thing to ask the Committee to reduce the number gradually during two or three years. That would be
much more reasonable than to reduce the
number by more than two-thirds at one fell
swoop. He had heard many people say
that it was the owners of the race-courses
thlat honorable members were thinking of.
r t seemed to him, however, that the owner
or licensee of the race-course was pretty
well able to look after himself, but the
men who owned, trained, and rode these
ponies were not so well able to look after
themselves. Thev were able to look after
themselves under' the existing law, but if
the present proposals were agreed to, and
the number of days· for pony racing was
suddenly reduced to forty-eight, the effect
undoubtedly would be to sweep away the
living of these men, or, at all events, to
deprive them of their sport. For his own
part, he did not see any more harm in a.
man going to a pony meeting for an afternoon than in a man going to a football
match. It was· argued that a great many
of the people wasted their time at pony
race meetings, but the same argument could
be applied to football matches, where thousands of people spent their Saturday afternoons during the football season. He had
been asked to suggest to the Government
that more time should be allowed to the
owners of racing ponies, and he would urge
the Premier to consider it.
Mr. BENT.-I will make a note of it.
Mr. SANGSTER said hie had often
heard the Premier say that in ·the olden
days members were satisfied with a promise
of that kind, but he was afraid that members nowadays were not so well satisfied
,vhen Ministers promised to " make a note
of it."
Making a note of a suggestion
would not relieve these people. The letter
he had received was from a gentleman who
owned ponies·, and he (Mr. Sangster) was
prepared to say that, so far as he knew,
that man was just as respectable as any
man in this community, and conducted a
respectable business in Port Melbourne.
He was highly respected by all who knew
him. The idea in this Chamber seemed
to be that any man who followed up the
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sport of pony racing could not be a clean
and decent man. That was· the argument
of a great number of people simply because
the V.R.C. had decided that those who
entered into this sport could not' register
under the V.R.C. rules. To say that there
was more gambling at pony meetings than
at meetings under the V.R.C. rules was
simply ridiculous. How many Tattersall's
sweeps were promoted on pony racing ill
Melboume, or in Victoria? Kot one. Hundreds of thousands of pounds had been sent
tJ Tattersall's from this and other States,
but not one penny of it had been given to
pony meetings.
It was all spent in
gambling on meetings registered under the
V.R.C.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Would you support a
"Tattersall's sweep here in Victoria?
)1r. SAKGST-ER.-No. But he would
support a Government sweep.
Mr. GAUNSON.-You want the profit to
go to the Government?
He would
Mr. SANGSTER.-Yes.
support Tattersall's if it were in Victoria
as much as he supported it in Tasmania
now. He supported it pow to a very small
extent, not because he did not believe in
it, but because he could not afford to invest
any more.
The honorable member for
Warrnambool had stated that these racing
ponies were not, properly speaking, ponies
at all, but simply small horses-freaks, in
fact. He (Mr. Sangster) was told, howe\·er, that the majority of these ponies were
bred from proper ponies, and that they
were reall\' a splendid class of ponies in
many cases. He \,·as also told that some
of these ponies, which in the absence of
pony racing would not be worth more than
£'10 or £20, were worth as much as £3.50
for racing purposes. It was stated that one
racing pony had been sold for that amount,
and there would be no chance of a pony
fetching that price if it had not won a
number of races. If only forty-eight pony
race meetings were allowed it would mean
an average of only about five days racing
for each class of pony. If the Government
\"ould allow seventy-two days' racing, It
would be some consideration to the owners.
If, on the other hand, they were to be
beaten down as to the number of days'
racing, it would probably mean sweeping
away pony racing altogether, and robbing
the owners of racing ponies. There was no
race-course in his electorate. There used
to be one there many years ago, but now
there were a number of men living in the
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district who owned racing ponies or who
were engaged in training and riding them.
Speaking on their behalf, he would urge
that it was a very unjust thing for the Government to sweep away the living of -these
men without showing them any consideration.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
remarked that he disagreed with the honorable member who had moved this amendment. In the first place, he did not believe
that pony racing had improved the breed of
horses an this countrY, and he maintained~
as he had stated ~n· an interjection, that,
as a rule, the racing pony was a freak. It
wa:; an under-sized thoroughbred, and in.
the old days there ,ras Yer\' little use for
it in this country.
.
:Mr. BAYLES.~It is breeding down.
~lr. GAUNSON.-The best Arab stock III
the world are ponies in height.
1\1r. J. CA~IERON (Gippsland East)
said he thought he knew nearly as much
about Arab stock as the honorable member.
Assuming that pony racing did improye
the breed of J;?Onies, he held that the number of days gIven to pony races by the Government, as compared with the number
allowed for horse-racing, was a fair one
when one considered the number of horses
in the country in proportion to the number
of ponies. The honorable member dragged
in the poor unfortunate, jockey and the
breeder. But there was another class which
had to be considered as well as the jockey
and the breeder, and that was the community. He happened to reside in Richmond when in to\\'n, and in conversation
with a number of people' the other day.
one of them, a publican, said that since
pony-racing started in Richmond he had
lost the great bulk of his best cust<fulers.
While that conyersation was going on one
of those present said "What about the
villas?" naming the houses he referred to.
"Yes," was the reply, "those used to be
let at lIS., and they are now worth 7s."
That was the result of pony-racing at
Richmond.
Mr. GAUNSON.-That is a blessing to the
poor class.
Mr. J. CAMERON (GiPpsland East)
said that conversation took place about three
weeks ago, since the Bill ha.d corne before
the House. Another man, speaking as a
small business man, said, "Our experience"
is this-that the men who used to bring
their wages home to their wives now spend
them to some extent on pony racing."
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:\lr. GAUNSON.-But not on beer, according to you.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
said he would ask what that had to do
with the matter? '
:\1r. GAUNsoN.-Because you said the
publican complained that his best customers
had left him.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
said he meant the respectable customers.
Mr. GAUNSON.-You did not say that.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
said the honorable member could say that
for him. When one had some one to do
the side business it saved him a great deal
-of trouble.
Mr.H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat vVest).The Richmond races are not held on
Saturdays.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
said he was not talking about Saturdays;
he was ta1king of the effect of the races
on the coIllIl'lunity.
:\lr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).How can thex lose their wages during the
week when thev are at work?
:\lr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
said the men did not work all the time,
and some men were only going to work
forty-four hours in the week.
:\1r. . PRENDERGAST.-If you employ
Indians you can get them to work for
about 200 hours.
~lr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
.said that if the honorable member went
.strolling down there he would not be employed, because people wanted a man who
would work. The honorable member onl v
talked.
-'
:\lr. PRENDERGAST.-There are a pair of
us all right.
Mr: J. CAi\1ERO~ (Gippsland East)
:said the stand he took up was that hon-orable members should look to the interest
.of the people, a,nd that was greater th,111
the interest of the jockey and the breeder
and the owner.
He would contend th'l.t
the business of Parliament was to look
after the interest of the general commtmity ;
the jockeys could look after themselves.
The leader of the Opposition had de-scribed the value and the use of these
ponies. What he (Mr. Cameron) held was
that, as a rule, racing ponies were a
freak. He had bred ponies ,.,orth £25 0 ,
and they never went on a race-course. He
would admit that tall horses were not the
best. The honorable member f:>r Warrnam.
bool made that very clear. Some of our
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very besf horses had been low-set, sturd,'
animals, and that was the sort we wantecl
to breed.
The class of pony that the
pony races encouraged was a perfect squib.
What the Government were \vishing to
breed when they gave an order to buy pony
stallions in England, were sturdy ponies-not racing ponies, but ponies which woul d
carry a man such as-IV[r. BAYLEs.-The Premi~r.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).
'-Yes.
That was the sort of thing that
was wanted.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-He would be safer
on a rocking-horse.
Mr. J. CAMERO~ (Gippsland East)
said he was told the Premier went hlll1ting in the early days.
As he sai-d before, be wanted, to look after the interests
of the community, as against the jockey,
the owner, and the breeder.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-You
know the only question is whether a reduction from 156 to 72 is a fair reductiQl1.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland l:'aitl
said it was a fair reduction if one took
into account the number of horses as compared with the number of ponies.
He
would vote for forty-eight days. He was
prepared to vote for what the Government
proposed, and he would contend that that·
was a fair thing, considering the difference
in number between the horses and the
ponies in this country .
Mr. G. H. BENNETT (R£chmond) remarked that as the representative of the
Richmond district for about thirty years,
and as one who had taken an active part
in the affairs of the district, he thought it
would be admitted he knew a little about
Richmond. The honorable member for
Gippsland East, of course, would not deliberately make a statement that was not
true. The honorable member stated that
cottages for which I I s. was at one time got
were now let for 7s. That was stuff and
nonsense, and the;:e was no truth in it.
In Richmond all rents had gone up during
the last few years. So far ,as pony racing
was concerned, a very strong deputation ()f
ratepayers waited on the council in opposition to the race-COlUse, but there was
also a large deputation on the other side.
As he had stated when speaking on this
Bill, there were a great number of
people, and many of them leading people,
who objected to that race-course. When
a statement was made that cottages in

Gaming

[ASSEMBLY.]

Richmond that used to fetch IlS. were
now let at 7s., he could only say that it
was not correct. The course had been
there some thirty years. He was certain
the honorable member for Gippsland East
would not make a statement if he did not
think it was true, but that statement was
not correct.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
said that the statement he mentioned was
made to him in conversation. It was that
villas or cottages that used to be let for
IlS. were now being let for 7S., and the
speaker at the time remarked that building.
was never more active in Richmond during
the past fifteen years than it was at the
present time.
Mr. PRENDERGAST .-If it went on for
a few years you would get cottages for
nothing, I suppose?
Mr. KIRKWOOD remarked that he
had said nothing so far about the Gaming
Suppression Bill. He had been verv
quiet, and had listened to what had beei'-t
said ~11 round Ithe chamber. What 'he
had heard, however, had not altered his
opinion in the least. For the last six
months there had been a great cry in the
countrv that something mllst be done to
stop the gambling evil. He had had letters from many of his constituents asking
him to support the Premier in trying to
lessen the gambling in Melbourne and all
round the countrv. He- had heard a lot
about ponies this' afternoon, the Chamber
having been four solid hours· on the subject, and he thought it was about time the
discussion should be put a stop to. He
had never had much to do with. pony racing, and very little tv do with horse racing.
He liked to see a race-meeting, and although he had ponies of his own, he had
never trained them to run races. He had
trained them for something more useful.
But if there were a large number of men
within twenty miles of Melbourne who
wanted pony racing, he would say let them
have it. He was not against it. He
would like to see a pony race, as fie had
never seen one in his life. He had not
intended to say a word, because he intended to vote with the Ministry on the
question of whether the number of days
for pony racing should be seventy-two or
forty-eight. It had come to this, that he
must vote for seventy-two or forty-eight.
H the Government could not see their way
to increase the number to a numoor behveen seventy-bYo and forty-eight, he
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would vote with the Government for fortyeight. Thiere were a large number of
people up the country who attended races
regularly every year. They had nice racing clubs, and they would not like to be
stopped.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-And would not like to
stop other people.
:Mr. KIRKWOOD said he hoped the
country clubs would be allowed to have
mixed races. If they wanted a trot or a
gallop, let them have it at the same place.
He thought that would work very welt
outside Melbourne. He did not want to
interfere with the Melbourne people at
all j he would let them have what they,
liked. As far as betting was concerned,
the general opinion in Bendigo and around
there was that the great evil was in COl1nexion with the tote business, which he
did not understand himself j and it was
thought that if the Commonwealth would
stop sending away wires from the racecourse giving the odds on all the races
twenty minutes before the start, that would
do away with a great deal of the betting
up country, and that there would not be
much street betting either. All the little
towns up country got wires.
Mr. BROMLEY.-Who are you going to
send out to shoot the carrier pigeons?
Mr. BAYLEs.-Send the hawks after
them.
.
Mr. KIRK"VOOD said that if the Commonwealth Government stopped sending
away wires from the race-course giving the
odds, that would put a stop to street betting entire! y .
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-What do you think
of that evil form of gambling called
(' spec. n seIling?
Mr. KIRKWOOD said he was not talking about that, but if the subject came 011
he would have something to say about it.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-You:
condemn the other man's weakness, so that
you may be able to cover your own better.
Mr. KIRKWOOD said he knew the
honorable member for Bendigo East would
have something to say about that, and he
was going to support him. As far as
mixed racing was concerned, he thought
something ought to be done to allow di fferent kinds of racing to be carried on.
The Bill, as brought in, was a very drastic
one, and the general opinion of the public
was that it was too drastic altogether ..
"Vhen the Premier was explaining the Bin
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Gn the first occasion the honorable gentle-,
man said that if there were any amendments' that would improve the Bill he
would be quite agreeable to accept them.
A large number of members congratulated
the Premier on the way in which he explained the Bill, but now things seemed
to have taken a change, and they seemed
to be all against th~ Bill. He could not
understand it. However, he intended to
support the Fremier's proposal for fortyeight. He would not mind going to
seventy-two, but he had pledged himself
to a lot of his constituents that he would
support the Premier in these proposals as
far as he thought they were right, and he
was going to do so now. As far as the
totalizator was concerned, he had' voted
for the totalizator before. When the honQrable member for North Melbourne intro<1uced the Totalizator Bill the honorable
. mem'ber came to him, and asked him if he
was favorable to it, and he said he was.
The CHAIRMAN.
The totalizator
ooes not come up on the question before
the Chair.
Mr. KIRKWOOD said he would content himself with these few remarks. He
intended, to support the Bill.
On the motion of Mr. BENT, progress
' I' as reported.
POSTPONEMENT OF PRIVATE
MEMBERS' BUSINESS.
Mr. BENT moved, by leaveThat the Sessional Order fixing the order of
Government business and private business on
Wednesday be suspended for this evening, so as
to allow Government business to take preced-ence during the whole of the sitting.

Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
like to know whether those honorable members who had private business on the
notice-paper were agreeable to this motion.
Mr. BENT.-Thev have all agreed.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said this was
the first he had heard of it. Personally,
be had no objection to the motion.
Mr. SOLLY said the honorable member
for the Railways Service (Mr. Hannah),
who had a motion on the paper for tonight, was unavoidably absent.
Mr. BENT.--He has agreed.
Mr. SOLLY said he understood that the
Premier had a statement to make to the
House in reference to that motion.
The SPEAKER.-That has nothing to
do with the motion.

M embers' Business.

Mr. ELMSLIE said he understood the
Speaker to rule that no reference could be
made on this motion to the private business
referred to.
The SPEAKER.-The question now is
the suspension of the Sessional Order.
Mr. BENT said that the honorable member for the Railways Service (Mr. Hannah)
had gone 'away for the evening, and he
(Mr. Bent) had made an arrangement with
the honorable member in regard to this
matter. He had agreed to meet the honorable member and another member on the
Opposition side of the House, together with
the Railways Commissioners, to ascertain
exactly how matters stood in regard to the
motion concerning railway employes. The
matter would be brought up on the Esti·
mates.
The motion was agreed to.
GAMI~G SUPPRESSION BILL.
The House again went into Committee
for the further consideration of this Bill.
Mr. BROMLEY remarked that he
had no particula.r desire to speak on thIS
question, as he was quite satisfied last
week when the Premier agreed to grant
seventy-two days for pony racing. He
(Mr. Bromley) thought that was very fair.
Like the honorable member for St. Kilda,
he looked upon this question from a business point of view. He did not wish to do
anything unfair, although he wished to
j)ee gambling curtailed within reasonable
limits. He had never seen a pony race,
and he went to the Melbourne Cup about
once every two years. He hoped to see the
Melbourne Cup on Tuesday next.
The
Flemington race-course consi-sted of Crown
lands; it was the finest race-course in Austral asia, and yet no rental was paid to the
Crown for it. There was more money
received on that course than on any other
course in Victoria. When a certain person
entered into a contract to take over three
race-courses he did so under the existing
law governing racing, .and it must not be
forgotten that he had paid his price for the
lease of these three courses according to
the existing law.
He asked honorable
members, as business men, if thev entered"
into such a contract. would thev - not consider that thev were being harshlv and unfairlv treated bv having their rights for so
manv davs taken awa v . It was proposed
to reduce the number bv more than 50 per
cent. He was quite at a loss to understanrl
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why the Government had revised their own
Mr. ELMSLIE.-We will bring in a red
p~position, and brought the number of herring next.
days down from seventy-two to forty-eight.
Mr. BROMLEY thought the Premier
~lost
people ~utside that he had met should compliment him for striking one
thought that the Government were going new idea in this lengthy debate. If the
too flar, and treating the owner of these sporting telegrams were stopped, it would
courses very unfairly indeed. He held the lead to the improvement of the breed of
same opinion, although an opponent of carrier pigeons and to the development of
gambling, and one who had never backed a homing matches, such as were carried out
horse. He hoped the Government would in the old country. There was more betsee their wav clear, after the numerous ex- ting in the old country amongst the poorer
pressions of opinion, to accept the amend- classes in connexion with homing matches
ment of the honorable member for Fitzroy. in towns of about the same size as MelHe ha.d nothing to say with regard to the bourne, and even in the smaller places,.
races
here.
Conbreeding of ponies and horses, but he knew than on pony
that it was generally regarded that the siderable sums of money were wagered
strain in the racehorse was of the finest and men lost their time, because they were
character, and that it was useful when in- wagering on their own birds. So that we
termixed with horses of a different stamp. would be developing a new evil in the
Therefore, to encourage the breeding of gamblinQ' world if we suppressed the sportracehorses ,,",as, no doubt, of great good ing telegrams. If the Premier gave memto the community from a commercial stand- bers on the Government side of the House .
point. He could not understand what had freedom to express their opinions and to
caused the Premier to change his mind so vote, the amendment in favour of
suddenlv, and to reduce the number of seventy-two days would be carried.
The Committee divided on the question
meetjng~ to forty-eight.
When members
entered on the consideration of this Bill in that the word "sixteen," proposed to be
the first instance, the Premier stated that if omitted, stand part of the clausecerfain vital points of the Bill were
Aves
28
adopted he would be lenient with members
N~s
16
in regard to other portions of, the Bill. The
honorable member for Eaglehawk spoke
Majority against the amendabout the prevention of sporting telegrams
ment
12
and of street betting. A few vears ago a
AYES.
Bill was pa.ssed for the suppression of Mr. Bayles
Mr. Livingston
" Bent
street betting, and it was ample to stop
" McBride
"
Bowser
" McCutcheon
It " Cameron, E. H.
street betting in any shape or form.
" McGregor
wa.; immaterial to him whether these sport" Cameron, J.
" McLeod
ing telegrams were stopped or not, but he
" Campbell
" Murray
" Duffus
was quite sure that the ingenuity of the
" Oman
" Forrest
" Outtrim
~porting man would get over the difficulty.
Sir Samuel Gillott
" Smith
He interjected, when the honorable mem- Mr. Grav
" Stanley
ber for Eaglehawk was speaking, asking
" Harris
Swinburne
the honorable member if he would employ
" Hutchinson
" Keogh
Tellers:
men to go out and shoot the carrier
,., Kirkwood
Mr. Argyle
pigeons set free at the race-course to oon" Langdon
" Toutcber.
vey messages, which they could do quicker
NOES.
than the telegraph office. If sporting tele- Mr. Anstey
Mr. McGrath
grams were stopped, a good deal of money
" Beard
" Prendergast
would be lost to the Commonwealth, and
" Beazley
" Sangster
"
Bennett,
H.
S.
carrier pigeons would come into use.
" Solly
" TIillson, J. \Y.
" Wilkins.
Mr. McBRIDE.-It would improve the
Bromlev
" Colechin
breed of carrier pigeons.
Tellers:
" Gaunson
Mr. Bailes
Mr. BRO~ILEY.-Yes, undoubtedly.
" Hunt
" • Elmslie.
PAIRS.
Mr. BENT.-You have picked out the
only thing that the honorable member for Mr. Downward
Mr. Keast
" Holden
" Lemmon
Jika Jika left out. He got down to ban"
Mackinnon
" Bennett, G. H.
tams.
"

'Vatt

"

'Varde.
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Mr. BENT said the other night the Minister of Lands promised to bring in an
amendment more particularly to affect
:country race-courses.
The proposal he
(\Ir. Bent) intended to make was started
by the honorable member for Bendigo East,
and was supported by other honorable
members. The amendment was to provide for the racing to be mixed, like the
babies in "Pinafore."
He begged to
move-That the following words be added to subdause (4) : "on any day fixed in the licence for
a race-course for horse races there may also be
held not more than two pony races or two trotting races or than one pony race and one trotting race."
~1r. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) asked
was he to understand that the amendment
provided that horses might race on the pony
race-courses.
Mr. !BENT.-Yes.
!\'Ir. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said he
wanted to be clear .on this matter. Could
horse races or trotting races be held on
wnat were now termed pony race-courses?
Mr. BENT.-Yes, that is right.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).
Does this apply to twenty miles out of
Melbourne?
Mr. BENT .-It applies generally.
J,fr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said he
understood that the Government intended
to license the various courses, that there
would be none of what were now known
as unregistered meetings, and that the
V.R.C. would not have the power of prohibiting any jockeys, trainers~ and owners
from competing at the V.R.C. races because
they had hitherto been the owners, trainers,
and riders of unregistered horses. Would
the V. R. C. have the power in the future of
prohibiting those persons from riding on
the Flemington course?
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I will not commit my
friends.
Mr. COLECHIN.-Who is in charg.e of the
Bill ?
Mr. BENT.-It is all round.
\lr. McBRIDE.-Let us have the Minister of Water Supply, for a" change.
Mr. BENT. - The Minister of Water
Supply had a very successful day at Bacdms Marsh, where they praised the l\.finistrv all the time.
'Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzrov) said he
did not' know what had been done at !Bacchus Marsh. but the Premier had done the
higgest back-down anv Premier had ever
done when he promised faithfully that he
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would bring in amendments to fix the number o~ pony races at seventy-two, and then
turned round and broke his pledge to the
House by bringing in an amendment making the number forty-eight. That was the
biggest back-down he (Mr. Billson) had
ever seen inside the House.
1\1r. BENT said he wished to correct the
honorable member. He never said-Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-This is· out or order.
Mr. BENT said he was making a personal explanation.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You can't do it now.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said
what he rose for was simply to obtain information. He did not wish to support or
oppose the proposition until he knew exactly what it meant. He understood that
horse races might be held and trotting rac~s
might be held on what were now termed
pony race-courses, and that the riders,
myners, and trainers of what were now
known a.s unregistered horses, together with
their horses, would be able to compete in
thE" various events on any course throughout
the State.
Mr. McBRIDE.-They are disqualified
horses at pony courses.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said"
that the honorable member stated that the
disqualified horses would not be able to
compete.
Mr. McBRIDE.-.:...All that compete at the
pony races now are disqualified.
Mr. GAUNSON.-It was before the pony
courses were registered under the la:w.
When they are registered it will be a piece
of impudence for the V.R.C. to disqualify
them.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said
certain horse-owners, trainers, and riders
had been disqualified by a certain club.
That club had the power to do that at the
present time. Honorable members were
bringing in a Bill which stripped them of
that power, and, although they might be
disqualified under the present regulations,
he understood that they would be qualified-Mr. McBRlDE.-You would have some
tough stuff.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) asked
were honorable members passing a Bill
that made law every decision of the. V.R.C.
for years past? Because a youth who understood all about horses, who was an excellent rider. who was anxious to obtain
work. was first put in the position of being
able to obtain a job by an owner of a
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horse on an unregistered course, and was shape or form. The only party they had
given a job riding an unregistered. hor~e, touched was the man who ran ponies. This
was he to be disqualified for hfe amendment did not touch the V.R.C. am'on all registered courses? Was Parliament where. The Committee were not dealing
by anv Act going to prevent a boy from with the V.R.C. at all.
They had never
earnin'g an honest living on every rac~ done so. They started to suppress betting.
course in Victoria after the passage of thIS They had not done it, but they had legalAct, because then there would be no un- ized it for the V.R.C. They started to
registered courses? Every person, ac- restrict race meetings, but they had not
cording to the honorable member for Ka.ra taken a single race meeting from the
Kara. who had been disqualified by the V.R.C. They started to purify the race
V.R.C., because of having ridden at one course, a:nd the only way they had done
time on an unregistered course, would be it was by shutting up the opponents of the
prevented from earnin~ his living. Were V.R.C.
The Bill did not touch the
honorable members trymg to make rogues V.R.C. It never had touched them.
It
ano vagabonds of ever v man who had not was never intended to touch them, and upfound favour with the V.R.C. ?
to date none of the members of the Go1\lr. 1\IcBRIDE.-If you took back all vernment had urged one reason or produced
those men who have been disqualified you one amendment to curtail the power of the
would have a lot of rogues and vagabonds. V.R.C. in any shape or form. He did not
1\lr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said the understand the meaning of the amendment,
V.R.C. might have disqualified horses and and he would like a full explanation of it.
owners and others for practices which no He would vote for anything in reason, but
decent man muld indorse. If those people he would not vote for continuing the power
had committed an offence they should be of the V.R. C. as he now knew it.
He
punished severely; but he did !lot ~on~i?er would vote, if he got the opportunity, to
it a crime for any man to obtam his hvmg restrict their power.
honestly, working for an em~loyeI that
Mr. BENT stated that the new subasked him to do no improper act, asked clause he had proposed meant what it said.
him to play no tricks, but simply to ride I t was for mixed racing. I t was asked
a horse honestly, his only offence being for all round the Chamber last night, but
that he happened to ride on a course over if the Comm.ittee did not want it he would
which the V.R.C. had no jr.risdiction. In oblige them in a minute by withdrawing it.
these circumstances he asked the Premier Members all round the Chamber last night,
to tell the Committee plainly and clearly especially country members, said they
what this amendment meant. If it meant wanted mixed racing, and that was all his
that after the passing of this Act the proposal meant.
V.R.C. should still have the power to disMr. BAYLEs.-Take it out of the metroqualify men for illegal practices such as politan area.
" cronk" riding, stiffening horses, and so
Mr. ELMSLIE.-That is right-give more
on, he had no objection whatever, but if power to the V.R.C.
they could go on disqualifying men for
Mr. MURRAY (to Mr. Bent).-Keep to
other than illegal practices of that kind he
your amendment as it stands.
objected to that power. If the power of one
l\1r. BENT said he presumed his exStingle club to disqualify men for no other
planation
had satisfied the honorable memreason than that they might have at some
time of their life perhaps given shelter to ber for Fitzroy. The honorable member'
a horse that ran on an unregistered course, looked as if it had.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-He asked a quesOr that they had happened to own a horse
that was not registered, was to be con- tion.
Mr. BENT said he had answered it.
tinued after the passing of this Act as it
had existed in the past, he WOuld have
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-The wint is that
nothing to do with it.
the V.R. C. license certain h~rses to ruo.
Mr. BENT.-Where does this amendment They register them. Can the ponies that
have been running on unregistered courses
touch the V.R.C. at all?
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said he run on the same dav and on the same
was afraid that nothing the Committee had ooulI"se with horses' registered by the
done up to date touched the V.R.C. in any V.R.C.?
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Mr. BENT said the V.R.C. were not
mentioned in his proposal. He understood
the honorable member for Toorak wanted
him to make it apply only outside twenty
miles from 1\1elbourne.
Mr. SOLLy.-That is very much like
what we should expect from a representa~
tive of the V.R.C.
Mr. BENT said he noticed that the honorable member understood what the sug~
gestion meant.
.
Mr. BAILES said the Premler had
stated that this was the amendment which
It cerhe (Mr. Bailes) had asked for.
tainl y was asked for all round the House,
and It was asked for after he had introduced
the subject of giving to the country trotting
clubs the privilege of having trotting meet~
ings.
He was quite In harmany with the
amendment, which was exactly what was
wanted in the country where mixed race
meetings were held, but it did not fill the
gap that he desired to see filled.
He
wanted the Premier tOl extend to the country the same privil~ge that he was. e~tend
iog to the metropolitan area, by gIVmg so
many meetings for trotting in the country
outside the metropolitan area.
He did
not ask for a mixture at all.
Mr. BENT.-That is another case altogether.
"
Mr. BAILES said the question he raised
was different from the Premier's prorc'Sal.
Mr. BENT.-I know you say there is a
resurrection of pony racing in Bendigo.
Mr. BAILES said the Premier's statement was very unfair.
He did not refer
to pony races, but to trotting meetings. He
simply read a letter that was sent down to
him from Bendigo yesterday, and the reascm he was raising the question now was
t!h.3Jt the "Premier's amendment camle in
after the last word in sub-clause (4), whereas, to effect his purpose, he (Mr. Bailes)
wanted to move an amendment in the first
line of sub-clause (4).
Mr. BENT.-We have passed that.
Mr. BAILES said the Premier's amendment came in below his, but it did not meet
the objection he raised yesterday.
The
Plremier's proposal in the clause which he
proposed to substitute for clause 62 wa~
to give twenty trotting meetings within 20
miles of the Genera;l Post Office, Melbourne,
and he read to the Premier a letter that
he had received from Bendigo asking that
some provision should be made for
trotting clubs in Bendigo and Bal-
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larat, and other parts of the State, to have
the privilege of holding trotting meetings.
Subsequently honorable members all round
the Chamber brought under the notice of
the Premier the fact that in many country
places it was the custom to have mixed
race meetings and sports meetings, and
that there would be a trotting race and a
galloping race.
Mr. BENT.-This amendment of mine
I understand
provides for those cases.
you want a little more.
Mr. BAILES said the Premier had not
attempted to gc in the direction he wanted
him to go. All he asked for was some concession for trotting clubs in the country.
One of the arguments used last .night was
that in addition to horse and pony racing
and trotting, there were athletic sports at
some of these gatherin.gs.
There was no
provision in> this amendment to allow any
of those races at an athletic sports meeting,
although he admitted that the Premier's
amendment was a very good one, and went
a great way to meet what almost every ho::
orable member voiced yesterday, but "it did
net go the whole way.
Mr. BENT.-For places outside the 20miles radius you have the right for four
days.
~{r. BAILES said there was no provision fOr fouf days for trotting. meetings.
Mr. BENT.-Four days are given in subclause (3).
Mr.
BAILE S said the provision the
Premier mentioned referred to pony racing,
but he was not talking about pony racing at
all.
Mr. BENT.-I do not mind putting in
trotting there.
Mr. BAILES said he wanted the Premier to allow throughout the State "a certain number of days for trotting meetings,
on the same lines as he was allowing trotting
in Melbourne-the same concession to trctting clubs in the country as to trotting
Did he understand
clubs in Melbourne.
that the Premier would arramge to give
country trotting clubs a certain number of
meetings?
M,r. BENT.-Pass this, and I will think
it OYer.
I will let you know a little later
on. I think so.
Mr. BAILES "said he was quite satisfied if the Premier thought he would do
it.
He knew the honorable gentleman
would not attempt any underhand work.
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I f the honorable gentleman said he thought
he would do it, it was almost equivalent
to saying that he would do it. He wished
to point out whexe there was likely to be
trouble t.nder the new sub-clause the Premier had submitted. The honorable gentleman WOuld recognise that he had not raised'
any factious opposition for the mere sake
cf causing trouble throughout the whole of
this discussion.
Every racing man in the
Ch31l1ber whd knew anything about the
methods under which racing was conducted
a t present wodd bear out his statement
that there was racing now upon registered
race-courses and unregistered race-courses.
The first were registered by the V.R.C.
Any horse which had raced on an unregistered course was disqualified by the V.R.C.
fro:n racing on a registered course, and
e"erybcdy connected with that horse was
He was not quite sure
disqualified also.
that there was not a provision dealing with
the officials and with the course itself if
disqualified horses were allowed to run on
it, or if disqualified owners, trainers, or
jockeys were allowed to take part in the
meeting.
He was not quite sure on that
point, but he thought there was such a provision. Supposing there was a mixed meeting on any country race-course---not at
RE'ndigo, Ballarat, Warrnambool, or any of
the larger ·centres, but at sume of the
smaller pld.ces, where to provide amusement for the people all the different forms
of racing had to be drawn on, and where
horse racing alone wor.ld pall. This racecourse was registered with the V.R.C., and
licensed b,' the Government.
At one of
these meetIngs, where the Government had
gi ren them permission by their licence to
have a pony race, a trotting ra('e, and a
hor5(, r"re, it might happen that some
ponies that had been running on some of
the unregistered race-courses might take
part. The stewards might have no knowledge of the fact that those ponies were
disqualified by the V.R.C.
The people
at those country race meetings we;-e not, as
a rule. nosted un in the whole of these matters, like the officials of the V.R.C., and
thev might a11O\y some horse that was not
entitleo to run, thror.gh the action of the
V.R.C., to compete on that race-course.
Thp result would be that the race-course
would rease to be registered bv the V.R.C.,
or nrobablv would be.
,-rr. McBRIDE.-It would simplv mean
th:1t the horse cannot win the race ..
Mr. Hailes.
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NIr. BENT.-Do not be too close and cri.
tical j let it go. What is the use of spending two hours discussing such a thing?
Mr. BAILES said he only pointed out
this difficulty because he was sure some
complication would arise. He had not beeu
five minutes on this questicn.
Mr. BENT.-There is no fear of complication. Why should we not have a bit
of fun over it?
YOu will want every
cricket-ground made into a race-course
next.
Mr. BAILES said he did not want am'thing of the kind. He wanted to shut ~ll
race-courses up.
Mr. KEOGH said he thought there was
a good deal in what the honorable member,
who had just resumed his seat, had said.
At Bendigo there were great sports meetings, and no doubt they often had pony
races at those meetings. He knew that at
Sale and Bairnsdale they frequently had
pony races at sports meetings. He (Mr.
Keogh) had had an amendinent drafted,
which he thought would meet the case.
:Mr. BENT.-Wait Dill we get to subclause (8), and then you can propose the
amendment.
Mr. KEOGH stated that he would do
so.
Mr. BEARD said that now that the
Premier had carried his proposal with regard to sixteen days for each course, he
would like the honorable gentleman to give
an understanding to the Committee that the
owners who had previousl ,. been running
on unregistered courses, together with
jockeys and others, would not continue to
be penalized bv the V.R.C.
. Mr. BENT.--That has nothing to do with
this clause.
When we get to the V.R.C.
we can talk about tnat point.
lUr. SOLLY stated that he quite agreed
that the amendment proposed by the Go·
vernment was superior to the proposal as it
stood previously.
He did not see, however, why a club should be restricted to
running a certain number of trotting races,
pony races, and horse races at a meeting.
If a club desired to run five trotting races
and one pony race, why not permit them
to do so, so long as they only kept to the
prescribed number of days?
The club
was the best judge of what would suit
the people who patronized the course, and
if thev desired three mixtures-horse.
pony, and trotting races-bv all means let
.the club have the privilege of catering for
the public in the manner that their patrons

Gaming

[31 OCTOBER, 1906.]

It appeared to him to be most
desired.
unreasonable to say that a club should only
ha ve racing according to the method laid
down in this particular clause.
The club
should have full facility to have different
sorts of sport that would meet the taste
and pleasure of the public \rho patronized
that course.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-That IS \rhat
the amendment does.
!\II'. SOLLY said it did not.
J t restricted the club to the carryi.ng out of
a certain number of races of a certain kind
which might be altogether contrary to the
wishes of the persons who owned the
course, and of the people who attended.
There should be no restriction whatever as
to how the club should conduct its business
with regard to the running of races on the
days on which it was legal for them to
race.
The fullest liberty should be given
to them to run pony, trotting, or horse
races in what number and what proportion
they thought proper.
He admitted that
the present proposal was much better than
the clause as it stood originally.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-We understood
that on pony race-courses there was sometimes a horse race, and we have allowed
hvo horse races to be held.
Mr. SOLLY.-But why only two? Why
not allow them to run three or four horse
races if thev desired?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-It could hardly
be considered a pony race meeting if four
or five of the events were horse races.
~fr. BENT.-Have we not gone a long
way in your direction?
~1r. SOLLY said that, as he had previ·
ous]y acknowledged, the clause was much
better than the previous proposal; blot he
thought there was no necessity for the restl iction at all.
~fr. BENT.-I will withdraw it, if you
like.
~h. SOLLY said that he thought the
most reasonable thing would be to say that
each and every club, whether a country or
town club, should have the fullest 1iberty
to cater for its patrons as it thought proper, either by havi~g pony races, horse
races, or trotting races to the particular
number the club and its patrons desired,
and also to change the programme if the
club thought proper on the next occasion.
Suppose, for a moment, that the V.R.C.
desired to have a mixed day's racing. and
that to suit the people who patronized the
course they thought it ,,,ould be advisable
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to have three trotting races on one day.
This clause would pre\'ent them from
doing that, and this was the objection he
had to it.
He would repeat that a club
should have full liberty to carrv out its
sport in any shape or way it desired so long
as it was not evading the Act by holding
At a regatta meeting
too many meetings.
they had sometimes a greasy pole, life-boat
racing, and various other kinds of sport,
"and why should not similar liberty to vary
the racing be given to the owners of race·
courses?
He would ask the Premier. to
withdraw the clause in its present form,
and amend the Bill in the direction he
(Mr. Solly) indicated.
Mr. BENT stated that he was yerv
much obliged to the honorable member for
the Railways Service (Mr. Solly) for the
approval he liad given to this proposal as
far as it went.
If he were to do ,,,hat
the honorable member asked, there were
two or three honorable members on this
(the Ministerial) side of the House who
"took just the opposite view ,and he could
not please evervbodv.
~{r. SOLLy.~Yo'ti might please this (the
Opposition) side for once.
Mr. BENT said he would be grad to
oblige the honorable member if possible, as
he understood he was to be transferred to
another sphere.
He was very pleased to
hear the way the honorable member had
supported th,is clause, and he wished him
However,
success where he was go~ng.
he (Mr. Bent) found that this particular
proposal was carrying out exactly what his
colleague had promised last night, and it
seemed to him to meet the view of the Com"
mittee generally.
Mr. BAYLE S said he would ask the
Premier if he had considered the question
of allowing horse racing on these small
4-furlong courses?
He thought it would
be very dangerous.
Mr. MURRAY stated that he wished tv
emp~J;e the point just raised by fhe
honorable "member for Toorak with regard
to the running of horse races upon courses
which were hardly fit for ponies-the small
oourses of 4 furlongs.
Mr. BENT.-There are only four of them
in the State.
Mr. MURRAY said he understood that
the up-country courses were used for trotting and not for racing.
A small course
was safe enough for a trotting match at
the rate at which a countn' horse usuallv
trotted, but in the case
very speedy

of
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animals that ran on the submban courses,
he thought that if they were allowed to
compete on 4-furlong courses it would be
very dangerous to the li\'es and limbs of
the jockeys.
Mr. SOLLY.-A club 'would never l.11ow
horse racing to take place on a 4- furlo :1g
course.
Mr. ~IURRA Y asked what was the
length of the Richmond course?
;\11'. SOLLY.-There is no horse racing on
that.
Mr. MURRAY asked what was the
length of the Ascot course?
:Mr. SOLLY.-I could not tell you.
Mr. l\lURRAY asked what then became
of the honorable member's contention that
the owners be allowed to have five horse
races if they chose on such a course as
Richmond? In his (Mr. Murray's) opinion
provision should be made to prevent horse
racing on courses that were really too short
to be safe for horse racing.
Mr. SOLLy.-Don't you think the committee of the club would consider that in
m~xing the sport?
1\lr. MURRAY said the gentlemen who
only thought of getting money seldom cared
much for the lives and limbs of jockeys in
comparison with making a few pounds.
He did not apply this remark to the short
courses onl y.
A good many people had
been butchered to make a MelboUIne
holiday.
.
Mr. SOLLY.-More accidents take place
at Flemington and Caulfield than at pony
races.
Mr . MURRAY said he could imagine
that being so.
Ponies were sure-foote~l
animals, and could with perfect safety get
round a corner that would be very dangerous for a horse.
With regard to the treatment of these jockeys, trainers, and owners
bv the V.R.C., he considered that there
,Jas a good deal of justification for the
actidn which the V.R.C., as the only
It
governing body of racing, had taken.
might appear to some people to be arbitrary, but on analysis there was a good
deal to be said on the side of the V.R.C.
While they were riding on these pony ·racecourses, the jockeys should have some show
in the future, if thev behaved themselves
well, of being allowed to ride on registered
courses. He believed that if there was one
good use to be found in pony races it was
as a recruiting ground for jockeys. It was
a capital apprenticeship.
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Mr. GAuNsoN.-Would you permit the
V.R.C., or anyone else, to preyent them
from riding on registered courses?
Mr. l\1URRAY said he did not approve
of the controlling power which the V.R.C.
ha:d succeeded in gradually obtaining, thereby bringing the whole of the ,racing of a
certain class under their domination, but
if honorable members were successful in
supplanting the V.R.C. ,Committee by a
properly constituted tribunal, provision
could be made for these jockeys. Like
honorable members on the Opposition side,
he saw no harm in a jockey if he was decent
and competent, riding in a pony ·race on one
of the pony race-courses which were not
under the authority of the V.R.C.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Will you
support the appointment of an independent
board?
Mr. MURRAY said 'he had already
stated that in his opinion a supreme tribunal
should be appointed, which would be absolutely independent of the V.R.C. It
should be a truly representative body, not
merely so far as the racing clubs were concerned, but also with regard to the owners,
jockeys, and trainers, who should be represented directly. The arbitrary manner of
the V.R.C. in dealing with racing matters
had never been so strongly shown as when
dealing with unfortunate jockeys who were
called into a kind of star chamber, and
dealt with by a body in whose election they
had no voice-a body which frequently prejudged a case. The unfortunate jockey was
given no opportunity of getting anyone to
speak on his behalf, and the V.R.C. Committee had meted out severe and unmerited
punishment to jockeys in many cases. He
was not going to rake up many of the things
that might be said against the V.R.C. Committee. Some extraordinary things had been
done by that body. But he felt that if
Parliament passed this legislation in the
form in which it now appeared or something approaching it. it could onl y be of a
temporar\' nature, unless honorable members
were prepared to make drastic changes in
it. The honorable member for Bendigo East
had given notice of an amendment for the
appointment of an advisory board, and some
modification of that proposal might verv
well be adopted.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-I wish I could see it.
Mr. MURRAY said they could, at all
events, trv it. He believed that the establishment of an independent body on the line
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he had indicated would be in agreement
Mr. MURRAY.-Thev showed their inwith the views of a great many honorable consistency during the flood by allowing
members.
horses to be trained on the Ascot ·raceMr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East) course.
said he would suggest that if, rut the end
:Mr. GAUNSO~ said he would like to
of the amendment by the Premier, the know whether the Premier would attempt
words "But no horse shall be allowed to • for one single moment to justify such a
race on any course of less than 6 furlongs" state of things as that to the people of
were inserted, it would meet the case.
this country, and yet that was exactly what
Mr. GAUNSON said he would like to would happen unless the V.R.C. Commitknow whether. if the amendment as to sub- tee was tied down by law.
Mr. McBRIDE.-I hope the V.R.C. Comclause (4) was passed, it was intended that
the twenty meetings for trotting races should mittee will have charge of racing all the
time.
be spread over the whole of the State.
'Mr. GAUNSON said he hoped to God
Mr. BENT.--.::..:.We··cannot go back to that.
that the floor would be wiped with the
We have carried that part of the clause.
'Mr. GAUNSON said it did not follow V.R.C. Committee.
Mr. BENT.-And I hope the sub-clause
that an amendment could not be made before the sub-clause was put as a whole. If will be passed. This has nothing to do
twenty race meetings were to be given to the with the V.R.C.
Mr. GAUNSON said an amendment was
trotting clubs in their own right, leaving
them free to choose any ground they liked, to be moved for the ap"pointment of a' racing
then Why should fish be made of one and cOW1cil to take charge of all racing, and
flesh of another. I t was proposed that the V.R.C. would be just as amenable to
only sixteen days' racing should be al- it as every other club in the country. The
lowed with regard to other classes of honorable member for Toorak spoke toracing. Wlhy should trotting races, which night of the V.R.C. as being· the light of
were understood to be the most bestial the world.
Mr. BAYLEs.-I never said so.
form of the vice of racing-they were
anathema maranatlta-be allowed twenty
Mr. GAUNSON said the honorable
days' racing? The honorable member for member inferred it. According to him,
Warrnambool had spoken of the way in there was nothing pure in this world except
which the V.R.C. had acted in the past the V.R.C.
with: reference to ponv courses.
HonorMr. BAYLES.-Excuse me, I did not.
able members understood very clearly that
Mr. GAUNSON said he could not help
upon the pony race-courses at the present thinking of the case of "Tim Swiveller."
time not only did ponies race but also
Mr. McBRIDE.-That is very ancient
horses.
history.
Mr. MURRAy.-They say it is not so at
Mr. GAUNSON said that (( Tim
Richmond, but horses race at Ascot.
Swiveller" won the Caul'field Cup, and
~fr. GAUNSON said he wished to know the racing authorities of the V.A. T.C.,
whether it was thoroughly understood that who had seen the race, and had the right
in respect of any such pony race-course, to pronounce an opinion on it, gave the
no matter what animal it was that raced race to " Tim Swiveller," but upon an ap~
there, no owner or lessee of a horse and peal by one of the racing authorities-no trainer or jockey could take part in any
Mr. MURRAY.--No; one of the owners.
race on that pony race-course without being
Mr. GAUNSON.-Upon an appeal by
liable to be disqualified by the V.R.C. one who was deeply and pecuniarily inCommittee from racing on any of the courses terested in the result, and upon the strength
that were recognised bv that body. Surely of a faked photograph, the V.R.C. Comwhen these pony race-courses were regis- mittee improperly and most wickedly gave
tered by law in precisely the same way as the race to " Sanfoin.," and almost broke
the race-course of the V.R.C. itself, the the heart of that unfortunate owner, the late
V.R.C. Committee would never have the Hon. George Davis. He (Mr. Gaunson)
insolence to disqualify ponies or owners for would not· trust the V.R.C. as far as he
racing upon those pony race-courses.
could see them, or the honorable member
Mr. McBRIDE.-I hope to see the V.R.C. for Toorak either, if he was a member of
that body. They were like the Criminal
have charge of racing for ever.
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Investigation Branch-they could not get
a \Yay from their surroundings. They were
governed by their environment.
Mr. BAYLEs.-Did YOU never make a
mistake?"'
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strous to attempt to pass this Bill in a
night or two. There ,,-as no special occasion for haste in this matter.
Mr. BENT.-The Cup is all right.
Mr. GAUNSON said the Legislative
Council had adjourned W1til I3th NovemMr. GAUKSON said he pretended to be. ber, and therefore the Bill could not iJe
a wicked person. There was no gammon passed before Cup Day. He hoped the
about him. He did not pretend to be a Premier would not attempt to force this
holv person, but the very reverse.
measure without due discussion. There had
The CHAIRMAN.-What has this to do been nothing like proper discussion yet.
". ith the amendment?
He did not see the honorable member for
Mr. GAUNSON said the V.R.C. were Warrnambool in his seat just now.
looked upon by some people as the body
Mr. l\1uRRAY.-I am getting turf infor'rhich should have the whole control of mation poured into me. I am hearing all
racing.
about Slow Tom, who broke the record last
Mr. BENT.-There is nothing about it year by doing the mile in 4 minutes.
in the clause. Let us get this sub-clause
Mr. GAUNSON said he would like to
through.
ask the honorable member for Warrnam~1r. GAUNSON said he would suggest bool whether he would approve of a provision such as he had mentioned?
the following addition to the clause: _
:Mr. MURRAY.-It is in the right direcProvided that the Victoria Racing Club shall tion, but it does not exactly express what
not have power under any circuDlstances what.
ever to disqualify the owner, lessee, trainer, or I desire.
jockey of any pony or horse, nor any pony or
Mr. GAUNSON said he presumed, also,
horse, nor anv bookmaker by reason only of the it was not in the proper place.
use of the said pony race-course.
Mr. MURRAY.-It is not in the proper
He would not move that now, but he would place.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was only tipthrow it out in order that some honorable
member who was a little more au fait with ping the wink now to men who had looked
correct drafting might put it into shape closely into this thing, and he would not
and move it. Many men could make a move it at present as an amendment. A
magnificent speech,. but when they were little further on he and those with him
set to draft a clause thev were all at sea. would put on their war paint.
The Minister of Water Supply had a very
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that
good illustration of that in connexion with the sub-clause was a step in the right directhe "Vater Act a couple of sessions ago. tion, but there was the objection that it
The honorable gentleman took long enough was not elastic enough. It did not proto draft clauses in that case. He believed vide for what the honorable member for
the Government would not get this Bill the Railways Service (Mr. Solly) said ,,-as
through without some provision of that de- necessary, and that was for v.ariation. There
scription.
The honorable member for could only be one of these events in the
Toorak might come new from Toorak, but day. He supposed that at a country race
meeting there would be seven events, and
he was not going to boss this House.
~rr. BENT.-We made no threat j we it would therefore be necessarY to haye five
,rant to plead with you to g.ive us this horse races, and one each of the other
clause.
races. He would prefer thM it should be
!\fr. GAUKSON said the honorable elastic enough to allow the programme of
gentleman was in the pleading mood now, a race meeting to be submitted for the inbut presently the time would come when spection and approval of the Government.
the honorable gentleman would tum up a and if it was carried out on those lines it
certain green book to consult standard au- would be a reasonable thing. It would be
thorities to show what could be done. This better to take power for dealing with t.he
was a very heavy Bill. It was not child's matter by regulation by the Governor in
play. It could not pretend to be such Council, or whoever might have ch~rge of
when it dealt with the usages and customs the matter.
of an English people for a century or more.
Mr. l\1uRRAY.-When we get that bod~He included in the term" English people" appointed it could be bv regulation.
all the different races of which the 'British
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he "'ould
nation was composed. It would be mon- like provision made so that the authority
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which dealt with th.is matter might make
provision in the way of regulation, so that
these programmes should be submitted and
approved. He thought it would 'be better
to take power in that direction than to insert an inelastic sub-clause that could not
be varied. In connexion with trotting, it
was a common practice to run an event ~n
heats. Thi&. was done to-day, eved In
America; in a number of instances. Pacing was' a sport that would increase in
popularitv, though it was not known here
at present, and provision ought to be made
for pacing contests.
Mr. MURRAy.-They have a definition
which provides for that.
:\fr. PRENDERGAST said that pacing
was not provided for here. That w.as the
difficulty which arose in connexion with a
sub-clause of an inelastic character. It
would not permit of variation. He would
like words inserted to provide that pacing
'Would be recognised as a sport if it was
introduced into Victoria. Pacing w,as between galloping and trotting, it being somewhat faster than trotting, and slower than
galloping.
Mr. BENT.-I did not like to put ambling
in.
~Ir. MURRAY.-Pacing is practically fast
ambling.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he agreed
that the sub-clause was in the right direction, anld the Chamber might agree to it.
The proposition of the honorable member
for the Public Officers was Quite fair, but
the question of what the V.R.C. could do
need not be considered at this point. Later
on provision might be made that the
V.R.C. should not be able to disqualify a
horse merelv because it had raced upon an'
llnregistered course. Of course, am- horse
that was mixed up in malpractices shOl:.ld
he debarred from an" course, and the owner
or trainer should be disqualified. There
must be punishment for men who were not
straight ~oer!.
Mr. BAYLEs.-Surely you will let the
V.R.C. do the right thing?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he was not
going to hand over power to any set of rn<iividuals who had claimed rights up to the
present time.
He was not going to hand
over to th.en;t the power to control racing,
which should be controlled by the people
themselves. He did not doubt the honesty
of the V.R.C.
Unquestionably, the
V.R.C. had done the best thev could in the
past, and horse racing wouid never have
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progressed \n the way it had done, but for
the management of the V.R.C.
But we
were going past that stage now, and in
place of the control being left to private
individuals, the idea now was to have scme
other authority, which would consider general interests. This would be done in the
interests of racing, and not: with the idea
of destroying the power of the V.R.C.
for anything wrong they had done.
Mr. MCCUTCHEoN.-We have been premised this for the last hour, but there is
no clause.
PRENDERGAST. - P'romised
Mr.
what?
Mr. MCCUTCHEON. Promised this
legislation.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he WOuld
ask the honorable member to listen for a
moment or two to what was being said,
unless the honorable member was in a
violent hurry to speak himself.
Mr. McCUTCHEON said that he rose
to a point of order.
Three or four honorable members had stated what was going
to be done with regard to the V.R. C., and
a Board of control.
There was nothing
about the Board of control in the matter
before the Chair, and he would ask the
Chairman to shut out discussion upon that
question.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the question
of a 'Board of control could be dealt with
under this sub-clause, and that showed that
the ,honorable member hardlv knew what
he was talking about.
The;e was a proposition bv the honorable member for tIre
Public Officers.
Mr. MCCUTCHEoN.-Introduce it. then.
IMr.
PRENDERGAST said 'he was
stating that the question need not be dealt
with here, but that it could be dealt with
It would be better to take
subsequently.
power by regulation, so that the programmes of race meetings might be submitted for revision. There might be a dif.
ficulty here in connexiofli with events wh:('h
were run in heats, as each heat might be
considered a rare. Each heat would be a
separate contest, and separate betting might
take place in connexion with it, and vet
the heat would only be a contest to qualify
horses for a subsequent event.
I t seemed
that the honorable member for the Railways Service (Mr. Sollv) had some ground
for his complaint that an inelastir. s~'h,
clause like this would not give power to
If the sub-clause
vary the programme.
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.
cculd not be altered now so as to permit
a programme to be varied. it would, perhaps, be better to pass the sub-clause now,
and to take power subsequently to deal
with the matter by regulation.
To effect
that, this sub-clause would have to be repealed subsequently, but at the present
time it might do as a stop-gap.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. BENT called attention to subclause 5, which was as follows:For the purposes of this division" pony races"
or "pony racing" means races under conditions limiting the height of any horse eligible
to compete therein to any height not exceeding
fi fteen hands, and "trotting race" means a race
in which each horse or pony competing moves
at a gait generally known as pacing or trotting.

He said that the sub-clause as he now
moved it differed slightly from the subclause as it was printed in the list of
amendments he had circulated, the words
after "competing" in the sub-clause, as
he now submitted it, having been substituted for the words " is driyen bv a person
carried in a vehicle drawn by such horse
or pony." The definition in the sub-clause
would include competing under saddle.
1\1r. MURRAY.-You could not give a better definition.
1\1r. ANsTEY.-What is the difference between pacing and trotting?
Mr. MURRAy.-Could the honorable
member define galloping, if he was asked?
Mr. BAYLES movedThat the words "fifteen hands" be omitted,
with a view of inserting the words "fourteen
hands two inches."

Mr. PRENDERGAST.-What is the difference between 14 hands 2 inches, and 15
hands?
Mr . BAYLE S said that in the proper acceptation of the term, a pony was up to
14 hands, between 14 hands and 14 hands
2 inches was a galloway, and over 14 hands
2 inches was a horse.
Polo ponies in Victoria were 14 hands I inch.
Mr. ANsTEY.-'Where is the gallowa:.~
to run?
Mr. BAYLES.-At galloway races.
Mr. ANSTEY.-We have no definition of
galloway.
Mr. PRENDERGAST observed that
the honorable member for Hawthorn, who
was the sporting authority of the Government, would probably give a definition that
would meet the case.
~1r. SWINBURNE.-I am going to improve horse-breeding without horse-racing.
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Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
like to know what position the Government were taking up in this matter. If
gallowa y races were to be mentioned on a
programme, the galloway should be defined
in the Bill, and this was the place where
the definition should come in. There was
no provision made for galloway racing. If
it was intended to have only pony anL1
horse racing, then it would nat be necessary to define the galloway, but he thought
there should be a definition of the horse~
the pony, and the galloway.
Mr. MURRAY said he did not think it
was a matter of very great importance
whether the height of the pony was restricted to 14.2 or 15 hands. He understood that on the pony race-courses the
maximum was fixed at 14.3. No doubt
there were a good many useful animals between 14.2 and IS handg., but animals
under 15 hands had not, as a rule, much
show on our race-courses.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-What about
Solution?
Mr. MURRAY said he understood Solution was over 15 hands.
Mr. BAYLEs.-The honorable member
for Essendon said Solution was under 15
hands.
Mr. MURRAY said he did not regard
the honorable member for Essendon as an
authoritv on these matters. It would not
cause any hardship if the height was fixed
at 14.2. The galloway was .as mythical as
the Welsh pony that the Minister of Agriculture was sending to the old country for.
There was a point in connexion with the
proposal that seemed to him rather doubtful. If the height of 15 hands were retained, would not these animals be debarred from racing on the ordinary racecourse? They became ponies, and the inference was that they would be prescribed
from competing against bigger horses.
Mr. MACKEY.-I do not think so.
Mr. MURRAY said the point suggested
itself to him as one that might arise. He
was very sorry the honorable member for
tile Public Officers was not present, as he
was well informed on all racing questions.
He had not seen Solution, but he believed
Dividend was not more' than 15 hands.
We had had some excellent animals that
were very little over I S hands, and, in fact,
the best horses we had had on the turf hac
been between 15 and 16 hands. It would
be verv hard on the man who had a clinker
that might be able to ,,,in first class races
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against horses if this clause debarred h!im
from racing the animal on the ground that
it was a pony.
Mr. MACKEY.-It is perfectly safe.
Mr . MURRAY said under the proposal
that animal would be classed as a pony,
and it was intended to limit the number
of pony races that might be held on
That subtle reasoning
ordinary courses.
which was peculiar to the legal profession might demonstrate to the V.R.C. that
the Is-hands animal was not eligible to
run in the bigger races. As to the amendment, he did not know what number of
animals there were over 14.2 and under
15 that were running on the race-courses,
but the great majoritv of them would have
verv little chance with the bigger animals.
The rights of those who owned the smaller
animals ought to be considered, and there
would not be any harm in retaining the
height mentioned in the clause submitted by the Government. It appeared
that the Is-hands animal was too small
for a horse, and too big for a pony.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
said an amendment had been passed to
allow ponies to run on other courses, and
he did not see that the Committee need
stickle about 15 hands. He thought 14.2
would be all right.
Mr. MURRAY said he forgot to mention that it was very remarkable how an
animal of 15 hands or 15.2 had been
known to pass under the standard of 14.2,
so that really it might not inflict any great
hardship if the an1endment were accepted.
When Cranbourne, who was 17 hands,
was stolen from the Whites in New South
Wales·, he was found competing in pony
That, of course, was an exaggeraraces.
tion. but a well-trained pony could drop
under the stick. If he had been well
schooled he could get himself down a
hand and a half, especially if the
measurer was not too critical.
Mr. SOLLY said this was a question
purely for experts, and the pony racing
people would be able to deal with the
matter in a better form than the Committee
could, for members knew verv little about
it.
Would this proposal prevent a small
horse, under 1.1 hands, from running in
the Melbourne Cup?
Mr. MACKEY.-No j it will prevent a
horse running in a pony race, but it will
not prevent a pony running in a horse
race.
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Mr. SOLLY said that one of the best
horses we had in Australia was under 15
. hands; h~ won the Hawkesbury Handicap
and the AdelaIde Cup. This was purely
a question for experts to deal ·with.
Sir SAMUEL G1LLOTT.-Can you get the
information for us to-morrow?
Mr. SOLLY said he could, but it would
be of no use practically, because there
would be no pony racing after this Bill
was passed. The measure would abolish
pony racing, and would do a great deal
of harm to a large number of honest and
deserving people in the State. The gentlemen who appeared before the Premier
as a deputation were most sincere in the
statements they made. That question had
been settled, and now members were asked
to deal .with the matter as to galloways
~nd pomes, and they knew nothing about
1t. Galloway was a term applied in
England to all undersized horses, and
there was no such thing as a pony in
England.
The honorable member for
Hawthorn, who came from N ewcastle-onTyne, must know that that was a positive
fact. This was a matter for experts, anci
should be left to those who had control
of the business.
Mr. KEOGH said there was a great
deal in the contention of the last speaker
that this matter should be left to those
who had control of the sport. He did
not see who was going to measure the
ponies. Would they be put under the control of the police?
Mr. MACKEY.-It is stated in the subclause tha~. pon~ .r~cing means racing
under condlhons hmltmg the height.
Mr. KEOGH said he. would like to
know if a man ran a 14.3 pony as 14. z
what the penalty would be?
Mr. MACKEY.-It is not the height of
the horse, but the conditions, that determine the matter.
Mr. KEOGH.-What would the punishment be for breaking the law?
Mr. MAcKEY.-That is left to the racing club.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. MURRAY drew attention to subclause (6), which was as fo11owsThe number of days so fixed in any licence
for horse racing on any race-course shall not
exceed the number o{ days on which races were
l1eld on s~ch race-course during the year ended
o? the thlTtv-first day of July One thousand
nIne hundred and six or' if no races were run on
any mce-course. during such year the number of
days so fixed III any licence shall not exceed
two.
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As every race-course would have to be
licensed, all race-courses would have to be
dealt with by the Chief Secretary in the.
future. But where a centre of population
grew up, and where, previous to the passing of the Act, there had been no racecourse, he did not see why there should
be a greater limitation on those places than
on places where there were already race·
courses established.
A pl'ace at the present time without a race-course had just as
strong a claim to have four or five days'
racing as a place that had a race-course.
Ta.ke some of the mining townships. Some
mining townships were decaying, and othe!s
were springing up.
A mining townshIp
which might have held two or three days'
racing during the year decayed and the
population left it.
There was no use for
the allotted number of race meetings in that
pla.ce.
There was no population, and
probably no race meetings at all would be
That population transferred itself
held.
to some other place-a new field.
He
thought it was only a fair thing not to
make these restrictions apply to places
where no race meeting had been held at
all, but to give those places an equal opportunity with other centres of· population.
Without saying anything about the V.R.C.,
some of the places where race meetings
had been held were too absurd.
Courses
had been registered with the V.R.C. which
weI1e of the most primitive description.
There were places where there was very
little population, where the stakes were of
the most paltrv description, and where the
men who rall' the race-courses did not
know tne A B C of conducting a
race meeting.
Still, such places would
have -their meetings under the Bill.
Some of them held even hvo or three
race meetll1gs a year, though there
were really no properly constituted racing
clubs, and such places were to be allowed
privileges which were greater than would
be given to a. progressive place where the
population, perhaps, had only recently
He did not wish to press
aggregated.
this point, but it did seem to him that what
lw desired was a fair thing.
Mr. BENT drew attention to sub-clause
(7). prodding that no race meeting should
be held on anv race-course of a smaller circumference than 5 furlongs. He said he
promised that the Government would make
the distance 4 furlongs instead of 5 furlongs. He begged to moveThat the word "five" be omitted, with '\
view of inserting the word "four."
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Mr. MURRAY said he thought that if
the distance was to be made as small as
4 furlongs, the limitation might be omitted
altogether.
That was an absurdly short
course for horses.
I t was making a burPonies might
lesque of the whole thing.
be able to race on a miniature race-course,
but a horse could not gallop at its best on
such .a course.
Mr. BENT said he would agree to the
honorable member's suggestion. He would
withdraw his amendment.
The amendment was withdrawn.
Mr. BENT movedThat sub-clause (7) be omitted.

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. KEOGH drew attention to subclause (8), providing that with each application for a licence for a race-course the aplicant should furnish the Chief Secretary
with a plan of such race-course. He said
he desired to insert the following words at
the end of the sub-clauseNotwithstanding anything contained in this
Act any club or association or body of persons
may, with the previous consent, in writing, of
the Chief Secretary, and on payment of a fee of
One pound, hold a race meeting for horse races
or pony races OT trotting races on any land
whatsoever approved by the Chief Secretary for
the holding of such meeting on any specified
day and during the holding of such race meeting such land shall be :.leemed to be a licensed
race-course. No land shall be so approved un·
less a race meeting or meetings for any athletic
sports have before the first day of August, 1906 ,
been from time to time held thereon.

This was to cover the cases mentioned by
the honorable member for Bendigo East.
. Mr. BAYLEs.-Is this onl" to apply outSIde the metropolitan area?
Mr. KEOGH said he would not mind
at all limiting his proposal to outside the
metropolitan area if the representatives of
the districts inside the metropolitan area
did not mind.
There were many cases
in the country where sports were held for
the benefit of hospitals.
Pony races or
trotting races were held, and without some
provision of the sort he proposed, these
meetings would be altogether ddne away
with.
In small country places the pony
races and the trotting races were very often
the principal attractions.
In those places
there was not the population there was in
the cities, and the endeavour was, as far
as possible, to bring all the people in the
district to the sports, and in order to do
that it was necessary to provide for trotting races as well perhaps as a bic~"Cle
race, a sack race, and all the races possible
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to make the crowd as big as could be.
Unless some provision of this sort were
made, trotting races and pony races would
be entirely left out, and this would be a
great hardship on the sports committees
which had been in existence for a great
number of years.
Mr. BENT.-I do not want this to apply
within twenty miles of Melbourne.
)\{r. MURRAY said this amendment was
of such a lengthy and important character
that he thought the Committee and the Government ought to have a little time to consider it.
The amendment was sprung on
the Government, and on the House, and he
did not think honorable members could deal
with the .amendment at present in a very intelligent manner.
He believed there were
mixed sports held in some parts of the
country, but to what extent he himself was
ignorant. He thought in the more civilized
parts of the country meetings of this kind
were not held.
Way up in the Never
Never-Mr. BAlLEs.-You are not going to deprive those in uncivilized parts of this, are
you?
Mr. l\iURRAY said he did not think
there were many sports of this character
around Bendigo.
Seriously, however, the
amendment might be very excellent, and it
might be very harmful, but he thought honorable members should have some information, perhaps of a statistical character, showing the number Ofi sports of this description
whiCh were held, how many people were
affected, the nature of the sports, and the
benefits accruing flfom. them, but if the
amendment were accepted it would be in
direct contradiction with the legislation
HonoIhonorable members were passing.
able members were making provision for
the conduct of race meetings, and the
amendment proposed was entirely in opposition to those provisions.
Under the present Chief Secretarv, who had a thorough
knowledge of the subject, and who would
make inquiries, it might be all right, but
in the future there might be a Chief Secretary who was absolutely ignorant of racing,
and who might not have the remotest conoeption of what the result would be of
granting one of the licences as proposed.
It did not matter very much in what part
of. the Bill· that member's amendment was
placed.
If it was a good amendment it
would suffer nothing by being postponed.
He did not think the Bill was likelv to be
passed to-night, and he would ask tile hon-
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orable member for Gippsland Korth t<}
postpone his amendment until to-morrow
night, and to have it printed.
Mr. KEOGH said he would have no objection to postponing his amendment if the
Premier would give him an opportunity of
bringing the matter on again.
Mr. BENT.-Very well.
Mr. KEOGH said he would withdraw
his amendment for the present.
The amendment was withdrawn.
~1r. l'vIcBRIDE said it appeared to him
that sub-c.lause (8) would st~p all the picnic
race meetmgs that were held in the country.
There were numbers of race meetings in tl;e
country centres that were not registered
under the V.R.C.
Mr. MAcKEy.-The ame~dment of the
honorable .member for Gippsland North will
.
meet that.
Mr. McBRIDE said if that ,\-~s the case
he had no more to say.
Mr. PRENDERGAST drew attention to
sub~lause (9). which was as followsIf any race meeting is held in contravention
of this division the owner or trustees of the
race-course and the cl ub association or person
by or on behalf of which or whom such meeting
was so held and each member of the managing
body or committee of such trustees club or associa~ion and any person acting at such race
meetmg as steward starter. or judge shall be
liable to a penalty not less than One hundred
.pounds or more than Five hundred pounds.

He movedThat the words "less
pounds or" be omitted.

than

One

hundred

Mr. GA UNSON said he
was a
little bit in doubt about what interpretation ,,"ould be placed on this
sub-clause.
Take the
second line.
The sub-clause made liable the owner or
trustees of a race-courtse, and ,also the
" club, association, or person by or on behalf of which or whom such meeting was
so held." A club consisted of a number
of persons, and under this sub-clause every
member of that club was to be liable to
a penalty not exceeding £500. The proposal had not been well considered. Trustees of race-courses were made liable, but
what if a trustee happened to be out of
the countrv? He understood that the trustees did l~ot interfere in the man.agement
of race meetings. He hoped the Government would look into the matter again, for
he . ,,"as rather apprehensive of the danger
which might follow, and which was never
intended .or contemplated by the Government, to private individuals who were members of a club or to trustees of courses.
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The words "or on behalf of which or made to prevent the contravention punishwhom" were rather rich. He could Wl- able by this sub-clause from taking place.
derstand an attorney at law acting on Those who infringed this law would be
behalf of his client, and the client being liable to a very severe fine, which under
would
perhaps
bOWld by what th.at attorney might do, but certain circumstances
really as they were proceeding with this n~t. be too much, wtJ.ere they acted
legislation to-night the Committee did not WIth a knowledge of the law. He did not
express an opinion whether by this subknow where they were.
Mr. MURRAy.-The time has arrived for clause the Government were imposing the
penalty upon the right persons or not. A
the display of a little warmth.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Not yet. The dis- race meeting could not be held without
play of a little cool common sense was ne- its being advertised, and he would suggest
to the ,Chief Secretary to make some processary.
Mr. BENT.-This clause has been pre- vision to prevent persons from violating
pared by the most experienced draftsman the law in this respect. It would be no
in this State-in fact, in the whole of use for them to hold a meeting Wlless they
Australasia. It is so worded that a child made it public, and any such advertise'could understand it. We have agreed to ments would come under the notice of
strike out the minimum penalty of £100, the police authorities. Unless those who
so that the magistrates can make it any intended to hold such a meeting had comsum thev like. They can make the fine plied with the law in this respect, they
a penny if they like. If that is not suffi- ought to be prevented from holding it.
The police should be given authority to
cient, I do not know what is.
Mr. GAUNSON said he knew the sub- prevent a contravention of the law from
clause 'was drafted by a most magnificent taking place, but that was not provided
draftsman, but he was afraid that gentle- for under this sub-clause. It would not
man did not understand what he was doing. be very difficult to make such a provision.
The clause also made liable any person act- The police should be empowered to inform
ing at such meeting as steward, starter, or the promoters that they would not be aljudge. If there was any contravention of lowed to hold the meeting. It would be
this Act, every member of the club at fault very much -better for the police to prevent
would be liable to a penalty not exceeding them from breaking the 1a w than to fine
them £ soo afterwards.
£soo.
Mr. SOLLY said the suggestion of the
Mr. KEOGH said £500 seemed a very
honorable member for Warrnambool, if
heavy penalty.
Mr. BENT.-It may be anything from IS. acted on, would not only penalize the promoters of the race meeting, but would also
upwards.
Mr. KEOGH said the maximum was al- do a great injury to the owners of the
together too high. He might get run in horses. If the police could interfere and
for £soo himself, for he was a trustee prevent the racing. from taking place the
owners of the horses that were going to
of part of the Bairnsdale race-course.
Mr. BENT.-You ought to be if you run would perhaps be at the loss of hundreds of pounds in expenses, because they
break this law.
Mr. KEOGH said he might not do it might have had to stay at the place for
a week 0r a fortnight before the date adwilfullv or knowingly.
Mr. BENT.-Then the bench will treat vertised for the meeting. The clause appeared to be altogether too drastic. The
you tenderlv.
. Mr. KEOGH said he would not trust maximum of £soo was too large.
Mr. BENT .-Would it not pay the
them much. The starter at any such race
meeting was to be liable, but it' very often V.R.C. to give £soo for a meeting?
1Hr. SOLLY said the proposal dealt with
happened that there was a paid starter,
and whv should he be punished when he the whole of the clubs in the State. The
was merelv acting under instructions? The V.R.C. could perhaps very well afford to
maximum' penaltv should be reduced to pay £soo for breaking the law in this re£TOO.
.
gard, but another club would be tremen'Mr. MURRAY said he recognised the douslv penalized by having to pay a fine
necessity for some power to inflict an ade- of £soo.
CJuate punishment, according to the enorMr. BENT.-If they are not guilty they
mit~· of the offence, hut TIn provision was
will not have to pay the maximum.
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Mr. SOLLY said a poor club, if guilty,
would be liable to be penali'zed in the same
way as a wealthy club.
Mr. BENT.-It might only be a poor
offence, and they would be charged poorly
for it.
Mr. SOLLY said the maximum penalty
might be inflicted on a country club which,
perhaps, had only :f ~ to its credit.
Mr. McBRIDE said the clause was very
drastic. There seemed t() be no definition
of race meeting. Supposing on a private
training track there was "a go '.' for a
tenner would tliat be a race meetmg, and
would the owner of the track be liable to
.
a penalty of £5 0o ?
Mr. BENT .-Why should he not?
Mr. McBRIDE.-Why should he?
Surely it was not illegal for a couple of
men owning horses to have a match? It
was absolutely absurd that they should be
liable to a £500 fine. The matter had
evidently not been wen considered. If two
horses met to race, surely that was a race
. meeting.
Mr. GAUNSON.-That is right.
Race
meeting means a meeting for the purpose
of horse or pony racing.
Mr. McBRIDE said if a match between
two horses took place in the early morning
and there happened to be somebody there,
it was a race meeting. He was sure the
Government did not mean to include such
an event in this provision.
Would the
Government sav that any couple of gentlemen meeting together to have a match would
be liable to a fine of .(s oo ?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Yes; if it is to
be a horse race.
Mr. McBRIDE said the Bill was abso·
lutely absurd from start to finish, and thjs
clause seemed to be more absurd than all
the rest of it. It made every member of
a club liabl'e to a £500 fine. He belonged
to five or six racing clubs in the country.
He very seldom went. to their meetings, and
they might do something in contravention
of this measure, whereupon he might find
himself liable to a fine of £500 four or
five times over. A provision of this sort
would simply stop people from joining
country clubs, because they would be afraid
to take the risk. He intended to move to
make the. maximum fine £100 instead of

£5° 0 .
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not ta.ke any active part in the management of races at all. They were simply
trustees under the Government for the
management of the course itself. The
clause should be re-drafted. If it went to
a vote he would certainly vote against it.
Mr. GAUNSON said the great danger
of amendments being thrust upon honorable
members in this fashion was that thev did
not know where they were. The expression
"club" necessarily implied, and incluoed,
and meant every member.
I twas
only the members who constituted a club.
This being so, the clause proceeded to the
extraordinary length of making every
member of the club liable for holding a
race meeting in contravention of the Act,
and then, as though it had not dane this,
it went on to hold the members of the
managing committee of such club liable.
If the honorable member for North Melbourne would withdraw his amendment,
there was another amendment, which he
(Mr. Gaunson) thoughlt would meet the
whole of the case. He would suggest
that the sub-clause should be altered to
readIf any race meeting is attempted to be held
in contravention of this division, the owner of
the lease shall be entitled to interfere to prevent such contravention.

Mr. BENT said he would make a note
of the suggestion, ~nd it could be COIlsidered after the third reading.
Mr. GAUNSON said he thought the
Premier would find that it was a very good
suggestion. The honorable member for
Warrnambool considered it very good, and
quite approved of it.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. DUFFUS said he desired to move
the omission of the words " or trustees.' 1
The CHAIRMAN. - The honorable
member is too late, because we have
already amended the clause further on.
Mr. DUFFUS said he thought the matter was very important.
The CHAIRMAN. - The honorable
member can submit the amendment on the
report.
Mr. TOUTCHER said he would suggest to the Premier that as the Committee
had had a very long sitting, it would be
advisable to report progress- at this stage.
Mr. MACKEY.-Let us finish this clause.
Mr. McBRIDE moved-

Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-It is £I,OOO in
Sydney.
1\1r. DUFFUS said he did not think the
clause would meet the case at all. In
That "five hundred pounds" be omitted with
many country race-courses the trustees did the view of substituting "one hundred pounds."
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He said the penalty provided in the subclause was" not more than £500," and he'
thought the maximum was altogether too
high.
Mr. BENT.-We can consider that on
the third reading. There maybe a reason
for the £5°0.
Mr. McBRIDE said that unfortunately
there were some crank magistrates in the
country who might, on seeing the maximum
fixed at £500, consider that the leatit a
man should be fined would be £'200 or
£3 00 , whereas probably a fine of 30S.
would meet the offence.
It must be remembered that one magistrate had laid
down th.e dictum that when a man committed suicide his body should be buried
at cross roads, with a "stake in it. Surely
it should not be left in the hands of such
magi.strates to inflict a penalty of £500 for
a slIght offence-say where a couple of
owners met on a pri"ate track.
~Ir. BENT.-They ought to be fined. We
are not providing for race-courses on every
paddock.
~rr. ~fcBRIDE said that in any case
they ought not to be fined £500. If two
owners ran their horses against one another
for a new hat, they would be liable under
this sub-clause to a fine of £500. If one
man thought his horse was better than
. an~ther man's, and they had a trial, on
whIch perhaps they might have :l £5 note,
'''hy should they be liable to a fine in such
an enormous sum as £5oo?
~Ir. SWINBURNE.-That would not' be a
Tace meeting. They could race on a road
if they liked.
\fr. ~IcBRIDE stated that as he considered the penalty altogether too high, he
would ask for a division on the amendment. The thing was absurd.
Mr. SA)JGSTER said he thought the
honorable member for Kara Kara moved
to reduce the fine to shillings instead of
pounds. The honorable member spoke of
the Bill being absurd, but he had systematica.ll v voted for it.
Mr. l\IcBRIDE.-I haye not systematically voted for it.
.
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every clause that the Government proposed. The honorable member might as
well move the reduction of the fine to
shillings, because his amendment would
not be carried. The Government supporters
would support any proposal that the Government brought forward in connexion
with this Bill. That was quite evident.
In his opinion a maximum penalty of 500
shillings would be sufficient instead of
£5° 0 .
The amendment was negatived.
Mr. GA1.'XSOK said he thought it was
desirable that the Committee should wake
He proposed to omit the word
up.
" hundred" with a view of inserting the
word " thousand." The sub-clause ,,"ould
then read that no penalty should be more
than £5,000.
l\1r. BE:NT said he wished to again
point out to the Committee that the honor·
able member for the Public Officers had
already declared that he wanted to smash
up this Bill.
The amendment now proposed was in keeping with that intention.
He did not want to say what might nappen
under this clause if -the amendment was
carried, but the honoTable member knew it
would have the effect of bringing about what
he had been fighting for for a long time.
In New South Wales the minimum penalty
was £500, and the maximum £1,000 .
Mr. GAUNsoN.-We will go one better
and make it £5,000.
Mr. BENT said he would take no notice
of the amendment. but he was ready to
make an arrangement with the Committee
that a certain number of these sub-clauses
should be agreed to, and that progress
should then be reported, on the understanding that the Bill should be completed to·
morrow night.
He was quite ready to go
on all night, but several members had suggested to him that as the House had
alreadv been sitting for eight hours, it
would"be advisable to adjourn.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-What is there to
prevent us from goieg on with the Bill
now?
Mr. BENT said hE' was nrepared to go
on, but several honorable members preferred
that they should be allowed to go home.
He begged to move-

~fr. SANGSTER said it was most amusing to hear the honorable member for
Kara Kara get up and say that the Bill
That progress be reported.
was absurd throughout, and this clause
The motion was agreed to, and progress
particul arI y so, and yet to find that honorable member voting systematically for was reported.
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ADJOURNMENT OVER" CUP" DAY.

Adjournment.
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Mr. PRENDERGAST said that the artide in the Age was misleading. It was
intended to mislead public opinion against
the bricklayers, or whatever trades were
concerned in the trouble.

Mr. PRENDERGAST said if honorable
members were to call attention to all the
ucitrue statements that appeared in the
Age, the House would be engaged on nothing else.
He might also point out that
a statement had been placed in his hands
in connexion with the arrests that had been
made in Prahran for obstructing the
streets. It seemed to him that the report,
which was from the police, wanted corroboration and another report might be obtained. ' It appeared to him that partiality
had been shown even in this report. He
would take another opportunitv of calling
attention to the matter, but he would ask
the Premier to leave the report in his
hands, so that he might look through it.
1\1r. BENT .-All right.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT remarked that
with! regard to the Factories and Shops
Acts Amendment Bill, he had consulted the
Premier, and he thought he might promise
the House that, as soon as the Gaming Suppression Bill was out ofi the way, t~e
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Blll
would be the next business undertaken.
Mr. J. W. BILLS ON (Fitzro1-·).-When
do you "think the Gaming Suppression Bill
will be out of the wav?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he could
form no opinion whatever with regard to
that. He would join with the honorable
member for Albert Park in the hope that if
power was given bv Parliament for the
various sections of the building trade to l:e
brought under the Factories Act, it might
be the means of putting an end to the contemplated strike, which, he understood,
would take place to-morrow.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-The workmen wiU
always be reasonable.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he regretted exceedingly that this state of things
should exist, because we were at present
on a wave of prosperity. The building
trade was in a very active condition, and
he regretted that circumstances had arisen
to render a strike necessary. He would
sa y that without taking sides with either
partv.
Mr. PR,ENDERGAST.-Will vou compel
contractors to carry out their Government
contracts?
The motion was agreed to.

Mr. SOLLV.-You do not sav that the
Age could state what was untrue?

The House adjourned at five minutes to
eleven o'clock.

Mr. BENT (by leave) movedThat the House, at its rising to-morrow, adjourn until Wednesday next at 2 o'clock.

The motion was agreed to.
ADJOURNMENT.
FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL-THE BUILDING TRADE-STREET
OBSTRUCTION.
Mr. BENT movedThat the House do now adjourn.

Mr. ELMSLIE remarked that in the
Orders of the Day for Government business, the Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill appeared as number 6. He
would like to know from the Chief Secretarv if there was any chance of this Bill
heing CJuickly introduced and considered.
The reason he was asking for this information was that he understood the Government proposed to introduce into this Bill
provisions for the creation of a Wages
Board for the building trade.
Honorable
members were aware that there was some
tlOuble in connexion with that trade at the
present time. He hald no desire to ,say
anvthing further than to express the hope
that the Government would quickly introduce the measure, and get· it passed, in
order that the trouble the building trade
was confronted with might have a satisfactory termination.
~ir. PRENDERGAST stated that on
the subject mentioned by the honorable
member for Albert Park he desired to call
aLtention to the misrepresentation in the
Age newspaper with regarld to the questioo
of a Wages. Board for the building trade.
There was a statement in an article in the
Age this morning that the dispute in the
building trade could be referred to a
The power to do that did
W ages B~ard.
not exist. The Chief Secretary would bear
him out in that statement.

Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Certainly.

Petition.
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That Commisson went further than most
Commissions did.J- for not only did they exThursday, November 1, 1906.
haustively report upon the matter, but they
drafted a Bill in order to hand over their
proposals in a concrete form to the then
The SPEAKER took the chair at twenty Minister of Lands.
The following was
minutes to three o'clock p.m.
one paragraph in that report dealing with
the question of bush fires:-PETITION.
In any consideration of this subject, the question for final decision, in our opinion, is not
A petition was presented by Mr. whether destructive forest or grass fires in the
ELMSLIE from certain monumental masons, hot season can be prevented by' ?ony legislation,
nurserymen, gardeners, and gray!:! dressers, however stringent, but whether the risk of such
praying that the House would confine the fires breaking out can be materially lessened by
such legislation, coupled with effective supertrustees of the Melbourne General 'Cemetery, vision
on the part of the persons intrusted with
and the St. Kilda, Boroondara, and Wi"l- the duty of enforcing it and carrying it out.
liamstown Cemeteries, to their legitimate In other words, can those people who are now
duties, as prescribed by law, and prevent grossly careless in the use of camp fires, in
them from carrying on operations that in- using matches for smoking, in setting fire to
timber and scrub when clearing land, i.n emterfered with the petitioners' businesses.
ploying phosphorus as bait for vermin, and in
VENTILATION OF GRIEVAKCES.
BUSH FIRES-BENDIGO SCHOOL OF l\IrNES
--PIANOS FOR STATE SCHOOLS-WORKMEN'S HOMES AT GEELONG-SIZE OF
WHEAT BAGs-GERMAN SEWING l\IACHINES IN STATE SCHOOLS-BETTING IN
EXHIBITION OVAL-YARRA PARK STATE
SCHOOL-AcCIDENTS TO RAILWAY EMPLOYES-TRIANGLE REEFS COMPANY,
KERRISDALE-ST.
KILDA
C;EMETERY
TRusrrEEs-FILTERS FOR STATE SCHOOLS
-SUNDAY LABOUR AND OVERTIME IN
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT-PUBLIC SERVICE PROMOTIONS-STATE SCHOOL ExHIBITIONS-STREET OBSTRUCTION AT
PRAHRAN.
On the Order of the Day for the House
to resolve itself into Committee of Supply,
Mr. BAILES said, this being grievance
day, he desired to bring one or two matters
under the notice of the Premier. The first
matter he wished to draw attention to was
that we were now approaching the season
w hen we were likel v to suffer from the
annual visitation of bushl fires. Most honorable members knew the risks that were
run from these conflagrations, which were
always heightened by magnificent seasons.
Every year great loss was suffered, and
sometimes, unfortunately, even the loss of
life.
The better the season the greater
was the danger. On the 26th of November, 1903, he brought this matter before
the House on a grievance dav, and he
st.ated then that in July, 1900, the Forests
Commission had reported extensivel y upon
the question of bush fires, with a view to
minimizing their liability of breaking out.

misusing fire or inflammable material in various
other ways, be compelled or induced to study
their own and their neighbours' interests when
the law requires them under severe penalties to
do so, and thus prevent, as far as possible, the
annual devastation of large tracts of country,
the burning alive of sheep and cattle, and even
at times the loss of human life.
We believe
that a great many of these fires are preventable
without interfering to an undue extent with the
reasonable requirements of settlers or travellers,
and we therefore urge that this report be taken
into consideration without delay.

That report was made as far back as 1900,
and it had never been considered to this
dayAfte; the favorable autumn and ,win.ter, there
is already a fine growth of grass in most districts, and there is every likelihood that next
spring will be one of the best seasons for pasture we have had for many years.

That remark applied with equal force to
the present season.
Whether the summer sets in early or late, it
is probable that there will be destructive fires
when this heavy growth of naturall ve~tation
dries up. It is of the highest importance) Jherefore, that legislation" on the lines which we
have sketched out, should be passed at an early
date, in order that a fire preventive service may
be in working order by the end of the year.

The remarks he made on that occasion were
supported by a very large number of honorable members, including the present honorable members for Goulburn Valley and
Wangaratta. Mr. Irvine was the Premier
at that time, and when he was replying to
that matter and others that had been brought
up by honorable members, he was reported
in Hansard as follows:-The very important general matter which had
been mentioned in relation to bush fires was
one of which he could not overrate th~ importance at the present time. The Government
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were fully alive to this. In fact, representations from all parts of the country had been
made to them individually on this subject, and
the Minister of Agriculture had been preparing
suggestions for some little time past, which.
so he informed him the other day, he desired
to lay before the Cabinet meeting to-morrow.

That was as far back as 1903.
II ansard report continued-

The

Personally, he (Mr. Irvine) had not had time
to go into the suggestions. The matter was connected with the Department of Agriculture, but
the Government would be prepared to' treat this
case :liS one of some urgency.
An HONORADLE MEMDER.-Don't forget the
danger from the railways.
Mr. IRVINE said he had taken a note of
(he matter. As to the recommendations by the
Commissions-Mr. BAILEs.-The 11th Progress Report deals
solely with the prevention of forest fires.
Mr. IRVINE said that with regard to that,
and the matter mentioned by the honorable member for Kilmore, he would bring them up bpfore the Cabinet to-morrow when they came to
consider this very important question.

Nothing had been done in the matter except
the appointment of a. Committee on 4th
October, 1905, recorded in Hansard as
follows : Mr. MACKEY (in the absence of Mr. BENT)
moved"That a Select CO'mmittee be appointed to
inquire into and report upon the fluestion of the
best means of coping with bush fires, and
whether any new legislation is necessary in that
respect, such Committee to consist of Mr. Argyle,
Mr. Beard, Mr. Forrest, Mr. Holden, Mr. Hunt,
Mr. Langdon, and Mr. Livingston, with power
to send fO'r persons, papers, and records, to move
from place to place, to sit on days on which
the House does not meet. and to report the
minutes of evidence from time to time; three to
be the quorum."
The motion was agreed to'.

The Committee sat and took a great deal
of evidence in different parts of the country, and honorable members would probably
remember the exhibition in an adjoining
room of a large quantity of apparatus to
be used for putting out bush fires. Some
of the instruments looked uncommonlv like
flails', and there was also a very good exhibition of what were termed the Rush Fire
Brigades fig;hting flames out in the arena
at the back of this building.
He was
anxious to know, as he thought other
people were-Mr. BENT.-I can save you a long speech
if you li·ke to let me.
Mr. BAILES said he had a lot more
material with him.
Mr. BENT.-I can give you even more
material on the sl'hject of bush fires.

Grt"evances.

Mr. BAILES said he had practically
finished with the question of bush fires.
Mr. LANGDoN.-I should like to sa.y here
that a Bill has been prepared on the evidence taken by the Committee, of which
I was chairmru1.
Mr. BAILES asked what had become of
the evidence taken by the Committee, and
what had become of the report, if there
ever was a. report?
Mr. BENT.-I think it is back under the
Gaming Suppression Bill somewhere.
Mr. BAILES said he did not think that
the evidence was published, or that a report was presented to this House. His
reason for bringing up the question at this
particular time was that the Railways
Standing Committee had been through a
great deal' of the country recently, and had
noticed how luxuriant the grass was
throughout the State. They could see evidences of the disastrous results of bush
fires from last season, and there was no
doubt that the country was exposed in the
coming season to very great risks. He re~
ceived the following letter from a gentleman one day this week:On behalf of the Committee of the Goornong Bush-fire Brigade, I havt: the honour to
inform you that our brigade lS ·equipped with
a fire cart, tank, force Dump, nnd fire beaters,
and as our annual meeting is to be held on
10. I 1.06, I wO'uld be. thankful if you would
kindly send me a copy of the proposed Act for
dealing with bush fires to nrevent us from doing
anything that may hereafter be made illegal.
There is an immense amount of grass throughout this district, and a great danger of bush
fires later on.

He had been unable to supply that gentleman with any information upon this matter. His reason for bringing it up was
thiat the Fremier might see his way clear
without any delay to take some action to
g:ve some legislative power to deal in some
measure with the prevention of bush fires.
Mr. MURRAY.-Don't YOU think the
owners of land ought to take some steps
themsel ves ?
Mi. BAILES said the duty could be entailed upon owners of land by legislation.
There was no power at present to deal with
the matter. There was very little legislation on this subject. The importance of it,
the risks· the country ran, and the dangers
that the country had passed through, must
be a fair apology on his part for bringing
it before the House to-day.
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Mr. GAUNSON.-Do you require to
apologize for doing your duty?
Mr. BAILES said he proposed now to
bring under notice a matter of very serious
import to a gentleman in Bendigo, who
seemed to have been most cruelly and
harshly treated, and who had the - right,
as any citizen had, of having his case
brought before Parliament. This gentleman had been for some considerable time
past an official of the School of Mines at
Bendigo.
He had been notified recentl~·
that his services would not be required after
a certain date. He (Mr. Bailes) was prepared to admit that the school had been
handicapped through various c-"'l.,uses from
its yery inception. It had been in the past,
perhaps, not too well managed by the committees. It certainly had at times men that
were anything but suitable for the positions
they occupied as lecturers, and it had been
handicapped for a great many years by the
want of a proper pla.nt. For these reasons
it had not received the support it should
have received from the people of the district. He did not wish the Premier to
imagine for one moment that he was complaining in any way about the treatment
that the school had received at the hands
of the Government. Recently some changes
were made there, involving the severance
of their connex;on with the institution of
three of the lecturers, and the introduction
of two from another part of the State.
Two of those who had to resign were
Messrs. G. A. Thomson and H. C. Boydell, and the third, Mr. J. Beebe, resigned
voluntarily. The whole of this matter was
put very clearly in the Belldigo Adz)ertiscr
of 6th October, which saidThe council of the Bendigo School of
Mines
has
for
some
time
contemplated
the desirability of effecting alterations in the
management and teaching staff of the school,
and it has been decided to appoint a Director,
who will have the whole teaching staff under his
direction. Mr. Donald Clark, who at present
occupies a similar office at Bairnsdale School of
Mines, has been selected for the position, and
he will take charge of the school at the commencement of next year. Mr. A. S. Anderson,
also of the Bairnsdale School, will act I\S his
assistant.
Mr. Clark is conversant with the
treatment of refractory ores, and is a trained
metallurgist.
His duties will cover those at
present carried on by Messrs. H. C. Boydell
.and G. A. Thomson. It will, therefore, be necessary to dispense with the services of those gentlemen-a step which the Council takes with
regret. These changes have been made with the
approval of the Education Department, which
has evinced a great desire to see the Bendigo
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School of Mines rank in the first grade of
technical schools existing in any part of the
world. Mr. John Beebe, lecturer in mathematics, has, owing to increasing private practice,
also resigned his position in the school. These
changes will necessitate a rearrangement 0 f
duties, which will be effected by the Council
with the assistance of the new Director at the
beginning of the first term of next year.
The Council deeply regrets the necessity fOT
these changes, the only excuse advanced being a
consideration for the welfare of the Bendigo
School of Mines, as a means of educating the
new generation of Australians in the varied arts
and sciences connected with the progress and
prosperity of the school.

The salaries of those three officers
amounted to £525.
The salaries to be
paid to 1\1r. Clark, the Principal o'f the
Bairnsdale School o'f Mines, together with
that of the assistant there, who was coming
with him, was to be £700.
If the qualific~tion of those two gentlemen who ,,,ere
going to Bendigo was higher than that of
the two who were being dispensed with, or
even if the results which they had obtained
up to the present time had ~n better than
those of the two officers of Bendigo, there
would have been some justification for the
change. He proposed to show that neither
on the score of economy. nor on the score
of qualifications, nor on the score of results, was the change justifiable.
The
qualifications of l\f r. Cl ark were given as
follows : Donald Clark, age over 4o.-Was for a short
t;me at the Ballarat School of Mines, then went
to Melbourne University, where he took the
1l.C.E. (Bachelor of Civil Engineering) degree,
which course, at the time he took it, included
onl y an elementary two or three hours per week
for one year, training in chemistry, geology,
metallurgy, and the other subjects he now
teaches. (Metallurgy and assaying in particular
were hardly taught at all in the Melbourne University in those days.) Practical ExperienceOne year with a qualified engineer without pay.
He has been director of the Bairnsdale School
of Mines since 1890. On the engineering side
Mr. Clark cannot hold a candle in the way of
either qualification or experience to' my colleague, Mr. Johan Sarvaas, M.C.E. (yet under
the new arrangement he is to assume control
over that gentleman's teaching work). The
whole O'f Mr. Clark's "experience" in metal·
lurgy (a subject on which he has written a.
book), consists of his connexion with the testing
plant at Bairnsdale, the administration O'f which
by him was the subject for severe examination
and comment bv the Commission on Technical
Education. BendigO' people will be surprised
to hear that Mr. Clark bas been a goldbuyer at
Bairnsdale. The book that Mr. Clark has written is entitled Australian Mininf! and Metallurgy.
Mr. Clark's knowledge and ap-'
preciation of Bendigo as a mining field may be
gauged from the fact that he does not mention
it in his work.

V lntilation of

[I

NOVEMBER,

1906.]

Grievances.

Considering the .population of the districts
of Bendigo and Bairnsdale, there ought to
H. C. Boydell, aged 36.-Trained at the have been a much greater difference in
Otago University School of Mines. Holds the 'favour of Bendigo in the matter of scholars.
Associateship at that school, and the B.Sc. de- There should have been a great many
gree of the New Zeal and U ni versity.
Was more students at Bendigo as compared with
prize. taker in chemistry, and for two years the numbers shown for Bairnsdale.
1\11'.
demonstrator in the assaying laboratories, and
'lssistant to the Professor of Mineralogy. Dur- Sarvaas gave as a reason-

The qualifications and experience of Mr.
Hoydell were also given : -

ing the lYniversity vacation, and for some time
after leaving the University, worked underground for three years, and obtained the New
Zealand (;overnment's certificate as a first class
mine manager. Practical experience.-I. Mine
manager for three years, Preece's Point Mine,
Coromandel, N .Z.
2. Eight months assistant
cyanide plant, Tamworth, N.S.W.
3. Six
montbs assayer to Mr. John Howell (late of
Broken Hill), in Sydney. 4. Six months manager, Sunlight Co., Hillgrove, N.S.W.
5. Nine
months lecturer Stawell School of Mines. 6.
Six and a half yea:rs Bendigo School of Mines.
In addition he is analyst, recognised by and
practising under the Victorian Board of ·Public
Health.

'With regard to Mr. Boydell's abilities as a
teacher and lecturer, Mr. John Dennant,
the Inspector oJ Victorian Technical
Schools and Schools of Mines, gave him
the following testimonial:He is an energetic man, thoroughly in earnest,
and possesses good organizing ability. He has
an excellent reputation as a chemist and metiflurgist, and is also well versed in mineralogy
and petrology. In twO' of these subjects, viz.,
metallurgy and mineralogy, his students have
been so well taught that none have failed in
four consecutive years. The work presented in
mineralogy came specialix under my notice as
examiner, and I can vouch for its excellence.
Mr. Boydell's methods of teaching are sound
and effective. As a lecturer he is clear and
impressive.
From his trair.ing, experience as
a teacher, and proved ability, he is well fitted
for the position for which he applies.

Mr. Tate, the Director of Education, ind9 r sed what was there stated.
Honorable
members would see that in the matter of
qualification there was no comparison Detween the two men.
He now proposed to
Mr. Sarvaas,
give a few of the results.
who was one of the lecturers at the School
of Mines, wrote to the administrative school
generally upon the subject, and he gave
some figu~es, taking those from 1897 to
19 0 5.
The figures were taken from the
Education reports, and were therefore offici~l figures.
l\1r. Sarvaas saidThe total number of candidates for the seven
years at Bairnsdale was 867'
Of these 105
secured honours and 83i passes, hence 57 per
cent. of the students were !; ..H .. .:.essful. ,The
Bendigo School during the same pel iod presented 910 candidates, securing '158 honours and
51 I passes, thus showing 73 per cent. of successful candidates.

It is only fair to point out that Mr. Boydell,
unlike Mr. Clark, has not had a properly
equipped testing plant to fall back upon, and
to that extent he was handicapped in attracting
students.

Honorable members could understand that
in a mining district like Bendigo, one of
the greatest essentials for attracting students would be a proper testing plant.
It
was only recently that arrangements had
been made by which they could get that
That was not the fault of
at Bendigo.
the Government, but undoubtedly the fault
of the school. When the matter first arose
there was a question of site.
Subsequently, when the honorable member for
Maryborough was Minister of Mines, that
honorable member went to Bendigo for the
purpose of removing all the difficulties, and
he made a proposal to him (Mr. Bailes),
which he subsequently submitted to the
school, but which thev did not acoept.
If
they had accepted that proposal, the testing plant would have been established at
the time that honorable member was Minister 0'£ Mines.
Here was another quotationWhilst these figures certainly form a criterion
as to the efficiency of the teaching work, they
give no idea as to the actual number of individual students attending each school.
The
Education Department only recognises, in its
reports, those students who sit for examination,
and takes no notice of students who attend
classes to learn what they want, but do not go
to the trouble of being examined. The number
of such students at BendigO' is large, whilst at
Dairnsdale it is small. Again, at the Bendigo
School most of the students have to earn their
living, and can take only one or two classes,
whilst at the Bairnsdale institution the students
mostly give their whole time to study, and take
a large number of classes.

He wanted now to .give the House a short
statement that he had prepared with regard to results at the Bendigo School of
Mines, as compared with the results at the
Baimsdale School.
In theoretical chemistry, at Bendigo, 87 students were presented,
and 49 passed, percentage_56. 3; at Bairnsdale-presented 9 I, passed 5 I, percentage
In technical chemistry, at Bendigo56.
presented 3, pasSled 3, percentage 100; at
Bairnsdale-presented nil, passed nil. In
practical chemistry, at Bendigo-presented
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95, passed 84, percentage, 88.4; at Bairnsdale-presented 94, passed 81, percentage
86. I.
Assaying, at Bendigo-presented
65, passed 28, percentage 43; at Bairnsdale--presented 67, passed 27, percentage
40·3·
Metallurgy, at Bendigo-presented
26, passed 26, percentage 100; at
Bairnsdale - presented 60, passed 26,
percentage 43.3. Mineralogy, at Bendigo - presented
31,
passed
29,
percentage 96.7; at Bairnsdale - presented 77, passed 46, percentage 59· 7.
Honorable members would therefore see
that in point of results there was no question which teacher had the best record.
There was no question as to which teacher
had obtained the best results.
He wondered what the reason was for this change?
He was not going to pledge himself to the
correctness of these statements.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Did the council make
this engagement?
Mr. BAILES. - Yes, the council engaged this gentleman from Bairnsdale.
He thought what he had· read and
stated conclusively showed that there was
no justification for dispensing with the
services of Mr. Boyd.ell and engaging Mr.
Clark.
It could not be justified on the
ground of qualifications j it could not be
justified on the ground of results. and it
could not be justified on the ground that it
was economical.
It was stated in the
Bendigo Ad7.Jertiser on 26th October-:Mr. BENT.-That little paper.
~Ir. BAILES said this was not the little
paper that got on the nerves of the Premier.
This was the Advertiser.
It was
the Bendigo Independent that got on the
Premier's nen"es.
Mr. BENT.-Turn up the 30th of October, 1906.
Mr. BAILES said at the present time he
was putting his own case, and he would
leave it to the Premier to read what was
said on the 30th October.
The Advertiser
published a letter from Mr. Boydell on
26th October, which was as follows:The Education Department officials quietly
went to work and sounded Mr. Clark, of the
Bairnsdale School of Mines, a great depa:rtmental favorite and intimate personal friend of
Mr. J. Dennant, the Inspector of Victorian
Technical Schools, as to whether he would be
willing to accept the directorship of the Bendigo
School of Mines. Mr. Clark's consent being at
length obtained, the Educational Department
officials, Messrs. Tate and Dennant, about the
middle of the present year met the Bendigo
School Council. and told that body that it was
necessary to make certain changes and unless they

Grievances.

were made the Government grant (£1,600 per
annum, which forms more than 50 per cent. of
the school's income) would be reduced.
At
the same time, in a semi-private manner, the
names of the members of the staff who were
to be dispensed with (Mr. Thomson and myself) were made known to the Council, and Mr.
Clark was mentioned as a highly eligible candidate for the position of Director. The President
of the Bendigo School then put himself in communica'tion with Mr. Clark, meetings of the
Council were held, and finally Mr. Clark came
to Bendigo on Saturday, 22nd September last,
met the Counci I and was orall y given the position of Director from ::pst December next.

It seemed to him (Mr. Bailes) that that
method of securing a vacancy and filling it
was somewhat irregular. The letter further
statedIn the first place, the highest paid position 011
the teaching staff . of the Victorian Technical
Schools has been made for a departmental favorite, by the direct action of the Educational
Department.
Secondly, a first departure has
been made from the rule hitherto rigidy obsern'd
in connexion with appointments to such institutions, that a vacanc.y should first occur and
applications for the position then be called before an appointment be made.
Thirdly, the
Department, in suggesting and sanctioning the
appointment of Mr. Clark, have practically depleted one of its schools, Bairnsdale, of its
teaching staff, in order to make, as the Department thinks, the Bendigo School more efficient.

What he (Mr. Bailes) would ask the Premier to do was to appoint an independent tribunal to investigate this matter.
Mr. Bovdell had written to him (Mr. Bailes)
as follows:Bendigo, October 24, 1906.
A. S. Bailes, Esq., M.L.A.
DEAR SIR,-I have already sent you details
connected with my dismissal from the school.
'What has appeared in the papers practically
covers the facts of the case. As far as qualifications and experience go, I am quite as welt
qualified and have had longer and more varied
experience in mining and metallurgical work in
responsible positions than any other man connected with Victorian Schools of Mines. What
I want to obtain, with vour kind assistance, i~
a full and impartial inquiry. conducted by men
quite outside the influence of the Department
and the Bendigo School, into the \vhole business. I court the fullest investigation intoUle
performance of my dnties here and mv conduct
generally. I feel sure that you will have the
sympathy of the Home, and will secure the inquiry for me.

He (Mr. Bailes) wished the Premier to appoint an impartial committee, (juite apart
from the Department and the School of
Mines, to inquire into the following matters : (I) Did the Director of Education, the Inspector of Technical Schools (Mr. J. Dennant),
Mr. Carew Smvthe, and others meet the Bendigo School of Mines Council on 11th July last
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in Bendigo, and intimate to the Council that a
change was desirable in the staff of the Bendigo
School of Mines, mentioning .at the same time
that an eligible successor could be obtained, and
threatening that unless the change was made the
Government grant (£1,600 Q.a.) to the Bendigo
School would be reduced?
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Mr. BENT. - Take the 30th October,
19 06 .
See how that goes.
Mr. BAILE S said he would let the
Premier read that.
The leading article
he ,r:e.ferred to said-

So far there has been no public reply to these.
strictures. If they are uncalled foi', why is it
that no attempt has been made to refute them?
There are two sides to most questions. vVe have
been daily expecting that the other side of the
case would be presented, and for that reason.
have refrained from commenting upon the cor-·
respondence which has apoeared 111 our columns.
Is it not time that something was said in justification of the action which has been taken?
The Education Department ought to have some
(2) Did Mr. D'ennant, privately, after the close' good reason for the course it ha~ pursued, esof the meeting above referred to disclose the pecially when so much apoarent hardship is inname of Mr. Clark, of the Bairnsdale School of volved in the case of the present teaching staff.
Mines, to the President of the Bendigo School
He had not sa:d one word, nor would he
as the eligible successor?
(3) Did the Education Department suggest br be justified in saying one word, against the
has it sanctioned the dismissal from the Ben- gentleman who had taken up this position
digo School of Mr. H. C. Boydell, B.Sc., the in Bendigo.
At the same time, that
present' lecturer in chemistry and metallurgy, gentleman appeared to be being used as the
whose teaching work has always been good, and
means of getting rid of certain officials at
if so, why?
(4) Is the Education Department aware that the Bendigo School of Mines, and in getin suggesting and sanctioning the removal of ting rid of those officials Mr. Boydell
Mr. Clark and his assistant from Bairnsdale to had had to go out, too.
The figures he
Bendigo it has consented to the deoletion of the had read with regard to the qualifications
Bairnsdale institution of its teaching staff? What and the results of M,r: Clark were absojustification has the Department for this action?
(5) Has the Department, in sanctioning the ap- lutely correct, and they showed that there
pointment of Mr. Clark to Bendigo, created the was no comparison between the two gentlehighest paid position in the teaching staff of any men. Therefore, it was not on the ground
Victorian Technical School or School of Mines? of in'feriority that Mr. Boyr:lell was passed
(6) Has the Department, in sanctioning the apout to make room for :M.r. Clark.
If the
pointment of Mr. Clark to Bendigo, departed
from the rule, hitherto observed, of requiring a school in times past required so much asvacancy to first occur, and then applications for sistance from the Government, the way to
the vacant position to be called before an ap- set things straight was 110t by increaSing
pointment is made to any Victorian Technical the salary from £535 to £700, which was
School or School of Mines?
If there was
a very considerable advance.
(7) Has the Department, since Mr. Clark's
appointment to Bendigo, consented to increase' anv bruth in the statement-and he did not
the Government grant to that institution by £200 say there was anv truth in it, because he
per annum?
had no personal knowledge of the facts..(8) Is not Mr. Clark an intimate personal that a threat was made that unless a change
friend of Mr. Dennant, the Inspector of Victorian Technical Schools, and who first sug- was made the Government grant would be
reduced, and that if a change were made
gested his appointment to Bendigo?
(9) Is Mr. Clark to be permitted to act as a the grant would be increased by £200, it
gold-buyer in Bendigo as has been done in the showed a most disgraceful state of affairs.
past in Bairnsdale?
The Minister should lose no time in ascer-

Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East). How does he know that?
Mr. BAILES said these statements had
been made, and he was asking the Premier
to, appoint an independent tribunal to find
In
out whether they were correct or not.
the interests of justice his request should
be granted.

If these statements were true, it seemed to
him that it was a most barefaced case of
bribery, and there should be some inqui'ry.
Mr. BENT .-Should not there be some
inquiry as to why I gave the extra £600
to you?
Mr. BAILES said he did not care what
was inquired into.
This question had reo
ceived a considerable amount of attention
in the Bendigo A.. dvertiser, and on Tuesday the matter was referred to in a leading
article.
Session 1906-[91]

taining whether these statements were cor·
rect or not.
Mr. GAUNSON.-With whom does the appointment reallv rest?
Mr. BAILES said he thought it rested
solely with the council of the School of
Mines, but that it had to be submitted to
the Minister, although he was not sure on
that point. He had now another matter
to bring before the House. Yesterday he
received a letter from which he would read
some extracts. He would not read those
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parts of it which related to private matters. The writer saidI enclose copy of the Education 1Jepartment's
official paper. .My attention has been called to
the notice marked x, page 53, which appears to
be official, and would look like the Department
assisting a firm to sell goods under the guise
of assisting the schools. The amount each school
finds is £24, the money to be added by the Department is not disclosed.
Now, it is plainly evident that the offer of the
Department to add money if the schools purchase Perzinas practical! year-marks this piano
for the schools, and prevents other pianos being
supplied, although £24 of the total is local
money, and the local people may not be enamoured of the Department's choice. The Department go so far as to guarantee an expert
examination, provided a small fee (commission)
is paid for the expert. It would have looked
better had that fee not been mentioned, and the
Department for their own credit _have guaranteed the excellence of the article they are assisting to sell. If the piano is good enough for
the Department to spend the public money on,
then why do they offer the services of an exEert (to be paid by the schools)?

With that letter was sent a copy of the
Educatioll Ga:;dte and Teachers' Aid, published on the 20th October, 1906. It COlltained the follmYing announcement:PIANOS FOR SCHOOLS.
W;th the desire to bring the acquisition of a
school piano within the reach of all schools, the
Honorable the Minister has decided to assist
teachers and Boards of Allvice to purchase approved instruments on specially low terms. He
is, therefore, prepared to add- a sum of money
to that subscribed or otherwise raised locally.
Mr. Sachse has, after careful inouiry into the
merits o,f the Perzina piano, come to an arrangement WJth Mr, Hugo 'Vertheim for the supplv
of 2')0 Per?ina pianos for use in 'State schools.

1\1r. GRAHAM.-I wish the\· had been 200
fi Iters.
.1\lr. HAILES said the honorable member ,ymlld have an opportunit~·_ of speaking
about filters !l'resentlyThese pianos will be supplied to any school
which remits a sum of £24 to this office. A
ten years' guarantee will be given with each
piano, and, if desired, an instrument will be
speciallv selected by a leading expert (to be
employed by this Department) on payment of a
small fee.

He did not know before that there was to
be anv difference in these pianos, but it
seemed that there was a difference, and that
the school pronle vvho sent along a small
ff'e would get a better article than was supplied to other schools who did not send the
feePianos will be delivered, free of cost, to
schools in the metropolitan area. For transmission to the country, the pianos will be delivered
at the Railway Station, Melbourne, free of
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cost, but freight must be paid by the purchaser.
The price of the piano to be supplied would in
the ordinary course of trade be £72.

Here was an opportunity for some people
in the country to get a £72 piano for
£24It wil.l be understood that pianos thus obtained through the Education Department will
remain the property of the school, and must
not be removed without the authority of the
Minister. In the event of a school being closed,
the piano wi 11 become the property of the Department, to be used in some other school in
the locality.
'Should it be desired to obtain immediate delivery of a piano on deferred payments, this
can be arranged by sending a proposal through
this Department to Mr. ·Wertheim.

That was the official announcement in the
official organ of the Education Depart·
ment. He had no doubt that honorable
members were somewhat surprised to know
that such an arrangement had been come
to. Seventy-two pounds for a piano seemed
to be a very big price, and perhaps honorable members might suppose that the difference between £24 and £72 was to
But he
be paid by the Department.
could inform them that these pianos, which
were sold to the public for £72, were so
valuable, and of such high-cIa-ss manufac~
ture, that the Department was getting them
for £36, or 50 per cent. below the price
CJuoted to the public. That was a very fair
discount.
1\1r. WARDE.-Private enternrise must be
doing very \vell out of the public.
Mr. BAILES said that, despite the fact
that such a. large discount was allowed, and
as an. additiona.l inducement to secure this
trade for the Perzina piano, 1\1 r . Wertheim
had presented the Minister of Public Instruction with a grand Perzina piano, and
that piano had been sent over to the Con~
tinuation School.
Mr. BENT.-No. It was presented to the
Continuation School, and not to the Minister. He does not want to be presented
with pianos.
Mr. BAILES said he accepted the statement o£ the Premier, but the Minister of
Public Instruction himself had stated that
the piano was presented to him.
Mr. BENT.-Presented to himself?
Mr. BAILES.-For the Department.
The Premier's statement was that it was
presented direct to the Continuation School
by Mr. 'Vertheim.
Mr. BENT.-I do not care a button so
long as the Government got it.
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Mr. BAILES said that, as he stated, the
piano was presented to the Minister, who
handed it over to the Continuation School.
His (Mr. Bailes') authority was a gentleman to whom the Minister himself made
this statement. Now, if this was a good
thing for the Department and for the country it ought to be a good thing for the
piano firms, but had any other firm in the
piano-selling line been asked if they could
m'ake a similar arrangement?
Mr. HARRIS.-That is the point.
Mr. BAILES said that not one of them
had been asked to do so. He had made inquiries, and had received the following information: . Re the school piano, neither Messrs. Allan
and Co" Glen and Co" Carnegie and Sons, nor
Suttons Proprietary have been consulted or offered the opportunity of putting in a tender. I
have just met Mr. Carnegie, and he has seen
Mr. Allan, and we all jointly are astonished
that an order or tentative order for 200 pianos
should go through the Department's hands without our several firms having an opportunity to
quote prices,
The notice in the Gasette I sent you yesterday is the first intimation that any of the above
firms have had, and any of the above firms
would have put in a tender.

Mr. GAUNSON. - Does not that show
that it is the early bird that catches the
worm?
Mr. BAILES said it only showed that
certain people could have the " pull."
They were to have the privilege of getting
a cheap advertisement, or of making money
out of the Education Department. The
Perzina was a German piano, "made in
Germanv."
Mr. GAUNSON.-They make some good
pianos there.
Mr. BAILES said th'at was true, but better pianos were made in America and in
England, and he ventured to say in the
course of time we would make better pianos
in Australia. On more than one occasion
demands had been made on the floor of this
House that whatever money was to be spent
for the public Departments should be
spent as far as possible with Victorian producers or Australi·an producers or manufacturers.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Hear, hear.
Mr. BAILE S said he was at a loss to
know why there should be this sudden desire on the part of the Education Department to obtain these Perzina pianos. He
knew that these pianos had been pretty
liberally advertised by means of presentations, and so on, but he understood that in
[9 IJ-2
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some of the higher schools of music they
had not been accepted.
Ivlr. WARDE.-I dare say you will find
one at your place to-morrow morning.
Mr. BAILES said honorable members
all knew that the Minister of; Public Instruction was a great musician. On the
occasion of the magnificent display that was
made in connexion with the State schools
there were only the Governor and the Minister in it-the Minister at the organ and
the Governor having something to say.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Suppose you leave the
Minister out?
Mr. BAILES said he would not leave the
Minister out, because it was the Minister
himself who had made this arrangement.
Did honorable members suppose for one
moment that his colleagues in the Cabinet
knew anything about it? They all knew
that the Minister of Public Instruction was a great enthusiast in music.
He (Mr. Bailes) did not know that there
was any particular advantage to be gained
from the music of a German piano, any
more than from a Broadwood or a Collard
and ,Collard. If it was necessary to go
outside Victoria, why shvuld we not go to
England for pianos?
Would it not be
better to have them made by 'Britishers than
by foreigners?
The Minister of Public
Instruction was a wonderful authority on
music, and played the organ like an angel;
but if he did nvt think there was anything
good enough in England, he could have
gone to our cousins across the Atlantic, and
tried their pianos. The agents for those
pianos would have been able to give just
as good terms as Wertheim. The manufacture of pianos had been recently established in Australia, and the local pianos
were spoken of in the highest terms. If it
was necessary to have pianos, he would like
to know in what better way the money of
this Department could have been expended
than in introducing into the State schools
pianos of local manufacture. Could there
be a better object-lesson throughout the
schools in which! pianos were used than the
use of Australian goods, made by Australian hands? No effort was put forward to
induce Mr. Beale, the Australian manufacturer of pianos, to make any offer.
He
would not deal any further with the aspect
of the immvrality of acquiring pianos in
this under-hand way, but he wished to refer
to the bitter experience of members, whether thev had been in the House for a; long
time or. 'a short time, in obtaJining from the
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Education Department anything in the way
of proper accommodation for the children
attending the State schools. He h.ad heard
members on both sides of the House complain time after time of their futile efforts
in waiting on the Education aJUthorities, and
bringing befvre them the disgraceful condition of affairs in some of the districts.
The honorable member for Goulbunl Valley
knew the condition of affairs that they saw
in one of the back-blocks, and it was with
the greatest difficulty that the matter was
set right. Honorable members, when they
made application to the Department, were
told that there was no money available.
The honorable member for Gippsland South
had frequently raised his voice in the House
to protest against a demand being made on
the parents, where State schools did not
exist, that they must find the money to provide schools and to pay the teaChers. Yet,
in the face of this, 200 pianos could be
bought, and the purchase-money could be
made up by the Department, for the sake
of providing a little music. Was it not of
more advantage to the well-being of the
State that the children in the back-blocks
should be taught to read and write, instead
of those in the cities and towns being taught
t? strum on the piano. The higher education was all very well, but it was of more
importance that the bone and sinew of the
State should be broug.ht up with a knowledge ~f the three " r' s." In many places
the chIldren could not get the slightest
chance of being educated.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I think we can do
both.
Mr. BAILES.-Possibly so. There had
been an agitation going on to provide filters
for the State schools, and the answer to the
request made was that there was no money
for filters, and that the people must subscribe the money themselves. In Bendigo
the people had one of the finest "vater supplies in Victoria; the quality of the water
was undoubtedly good, but its appearance
was simply disgusting. According to the
medical authorities, it was absolutelv unsafe to drink it in the condition in ~vhich
it came out of the pipes, and it was necessary to filter it to prevent the risk of contracting disease. Every time there was a
request for filters the answer given was that
there was no money, and yet there was
money to buy pianos.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East). What's the use of having filters at the
schools if they have not got them at home?
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Mr. BAILES said they might have them
at home. What right had the honorable
member to assume that they had not filters
at home? Did he think that the people of
Bendigo were indifferent to the health of
their children?
Bendigo was not East
Gippsland.
Mr. WARDE.-The honorable member for
Gippsland East does not know windy
spasms, evidently.
NIr. BAILE S said there was a place
about three miles from Bendigo known as
Grassy Flat. A few years ago there was
hardl y a resident there, but now people
were settling there in such numbers, or were
two years ago, that there were some fifty
children of school age in the locality. He
had asked that a school should be erected
for the convenience of these children. They
had to go two or three miles through a
lonely bush, over a track for some distance,.
for there was no road there. They had to
run the risk of meeting cattle taken
to and from the markets.
These
children also ran risks from a certain class of characters that might
be prowling about. What was the explanation of the refusal to provide the accom·
modation? It was that, because these chilo
dren were within a certain distance of
schools, a school could not be built in the
locality.
He wished to read an .exfract
from the Bendigo Independent, that the
Premier referred to the other day as "the
little paper."
This extract gave all account of one \)f the meeting.s which were
being held throughout Bendigo.
I twas
headedFILTERS FOR SCHOOLS.
OVERCROWDED VVRITE HILLS SCHOOL.

That was ane of· the schools that children
had to go to through the bushA meeting of those interested in the movement
for providing filters for State schools was held
at the vVhite Hills reading·room last evening.
Mr. B. Berry-

He was a son of the late Sir Graham
BerryMr. B. Berry presided. Amongst those present
were Councillors Semmens (Mayor), Andrew,
and Ross; Mr. G. O'Brien, Mr. T. Glass, Mr.
A. T. Miller, J.P., and Mr. Fred. P. Morris ..
. . . After numerous speeches on the necessity
of securing filters for the schools, it was unanimously decided to take steps to forward the
movement. Several local residents. also urged
that more accommodation was wanted for the
scholars. The school was so crammed that children had to be taught in the passage betwe~n two
doors, which, of course, caused much SIckness
and neuralgia.
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Fancy children having to sit in a passage
during the past winter! Yet the Department that could not put up a school two
miles away from this place for the accommodation of fifty children could find money'
to buy Perzina ·pianos.
Mr. 'BENT.-You did not get much money
some years ago, but during the last two
years you have had a quarter of a million
for the schools.
Mr. BAILES said that was not the point
at all. He did not want the honorable gentleman to show any feeling in the matter.
'His remarks and the case he brought under
notice must reveal to the Premier the necessity for inquiring a little ~ore ~losely into
the administration of the EducatIOn Dep.artment. Did the Premier think that a portion of the quarter of a million that he had
referred to was going to be humbugged
away in buying pianos, whilst children
lacked a place in which to be taught? Was
it better to provide pianos for children than
the means of securing them hearthy drinking water?
He was sure the Premier
would be the last man to advocate that,
although it was well known that he was a
keen lover of music. The honorable gentleman was surely a. keener lover of health,
and would sooner see a healthy child that
did not know music than an unhealthy one
that did. The matter he had mentioned
was an absolute fact, because he took it
purely from the official paper of .the Department. It was a monstrous th1l1g that
the monev of the people should be disposed
of in the- manner that it had been disposed
of bv the Minister of Public Instruction,
and that he should not have allowed other
people a fair opportunity of competing. If
the Government subsidized people, it should
if possible subsidize Australian people, md
if not Australians, then our countrymen
and kinsmen across the seas.
Mr. BENT said he must congratulate
honorable members on meeting at half-past
two to have fifty minutes of the sort of
thing which they had just listened to.
It
could have been answered in about two
minutes.
Mr. BAILES.-I paid you the compliment of telling you that I was going to
bring those matters up. -Why did you not
protest then instead of protesting in the
sneering way you are doing now?
Mr. BENT said he could not sneer today at all.
The honorable member said
nothing had been done an the direction of
the prevention of b'\sh fires since the late
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Premier, Mr. Irvine, mentioned the matter.
What had been done was that a committee
was- appoi.nted, of which the honorable
member for Korong was chairman.
That
Committee went all over the country that
the honorable member for Bendigo East
referred to as having been gone over by the
Railways Standing Committee, with this
difference-that its members did not get
a;ny fees for doing it.
Mr. BAILES.-Did you get fees when you
went over the country as a member of the
Railways Standing 'Committee?
You got
back fees and double the fees we get.
Mr. BEAZLEY (to Mr. Bent).-You got
about £800.
Mr. BENT said when - he was on the
Railways Standing Committee some business was done.
Mr. WARDE.-You have got five railways
now handed over to you, and you have not
started to construct one, with all your constructive abil~tv.
Mr. BENT said he was quite sure the
honorable member for Flemington would
send in as many shots as he could, but
they were all ricochets. He agreed with
the honorable member for Bendigo East
that it was absolutely necessary to obtain
power regarding bush fires, and if the
House only spent as much time over that·
question as had been lost over the Gaming
Suppression Bill, the Bush Fires Bill
would have been through before now.
There was a Bill already prepared, based
on the report sent in by the Bush Fires
Committee, and it was ready now for presentation to theHouse.
Mr. BAILEs.-In 1900, the Ministry had
a Bill, too.
Mr. BENT said the difference was that
this Bill was ready for presentation to the
House, all1d if the honorable member would
only !assist .the Governmentl they would
only be too glad to carry out what was
about one of' the best Bills ever prepared
in this country.
With regard to the story
about Mr. Boydell, if the honorable member for Bendigo East would stake his word
upon what he had said he (Mr. Bent) would
not mind appointing a committee, but the
honorable member had not done so
All
he ha:d done was to take up the little
paper.
I f the honorable member had
stated these fhings as facts within his own
knowledge, he (Mr. Bent) would have said
" I will give you a committee at once."
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Mr. BAILES.-If I knew it of my own
knowledge, I should not have asked for a
committee.
I should deal with it in another form altogether.
Mr. BENT said therefore the honorable
member could not expect him to go over
the head of a Department, and by inference find it guilty.
The honorable member's figures were all wrong.
His statements were all wrong.
Of course, the
honorable member admitted that he did
not know these things of his own knowledge.
He had with him the official.
figures. An official utterance could not be
su<xessfully denied.
The facts were that
the councils made these appointments, and
not the Government.
M'r. GAUNsoN.-On whose recommendation?
Mr. BENT said now that the honorable
member for the Public lJfficers had interjected. he would ask the honorable member whether, if it could be shown that what
had been said was true, the Government
could remove anyone of those men who
had done it ?
.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Yes.
:Mr. BENT said he would like the honorable member to show him how.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Undoubtedly the persons who were the Ions et origo-the underground engineers-could be removed. I
would remove them fast enough.
1\1r. BENT said he was not going to
justify any underground engineering for a
moment.
He knew that sometimes there
was engineering.
He knew a case now,
where, although he had evidence, he could
not remove the offender, and he could not
do anything to him.
Mr. WARDE. - A little bit of underground engineering went on in this House
last week, too.
Mr. BENT said he was not familiar
with what went on last week.
Notwithstanding the interjection of the honorable
member for the Public Officers, even if it
could be shown that these things did obtain, the Government would not be in a
position to remove anyone of those responsible.
:Mr. HUNl'.--Stop supplies.
Do not
give them any money.
Mr. BENT.-What was the good? He
saw the gentleman at Bairnsdale, and he
was informed that the Bairnsdale people
would rather retain the gentleman they had
got than send him to Bendigo.
Mr. BAILES.-I believe he is a really
good man.
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Mr. BENT said the information he had
from the Education Department was as
follows : Technical schools and Schools of Mines are
managed by local councils, and not by theEducation Department.

Mr. BAILEs.-Nominally.
Mr. BENT.These councils made all appointments, the·
right of veto only being retained by the De·
partment. The appointment of Mr. Clark was
made by the council,-

This meant the council of the Bendig()
School.
Mr. BAILEs.-Squeezed with the threat
of a reduction of the grant.
M'r. BENT said he could not believe it
possible, in face of the fad that the honorable member for Bendigo East was in
this House, because the honorable member
was never backward, and would not have
been backward i'f he had known it was a
fact.
The honorable member would have
told him (Mr. Bent). The honorable member could not make that statement.
M'r BAILES.-Not of my own knowledge.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
knew full well that if such a thing had happened, he would have been the very first
The honorto come to him (1\1r. Bent).
able member knew that he (Mr: Bent)
would not allow it.
Mr. BAILEs.-I admit that I do not
know of my own knowledge.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
knew that he (Mr. Bent) would not allow
such a thing.
Mr. BAILEs.-I think you would not,
but the statement is made publicly.
1\1r. BENT said it might be so, but the·
honorable member was reflecting on himself from the very fact that he was whispering it only, and not proclaiming it.
Nobody took the responsibility of this statement.
The honorable member would not
take it.
Mr. BAILEs.-Yes, the newspaper editor
takes the responsibility.
-rv1r. BENT said if he w~re to take notice
of all the newspapers said -about the hon·
orable member and himself, he and the
honorable member would go to England tomorrow as plenipotentiaries for Victoria.
Mr. BAILES.--Mr. Dennant should havevery good grounds for an _action 'for libel
against the newspaper if the statement is
not true.
Mr. BENT said as nobody accepted the
responsibility for the statement he would
have to treat it for what it was worth. The
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memorandum from the Department continued-

Mr. BENT said the memorandum continued-

The Education Department did not approach
Mr. Clal'k in reference to his appointment, and
the matter was never mentioned to him by Mr.
Dennant, the Science Inspector, until after the
.appointment had actually been made by the
Council of the School.

No fault has been found with the teaching,
but the number of students in attendance has
been lamentably small, especially on the chemical and metallurgical sides. Comparisons have
been made in the newspapers between Bendigo
and Bairnsdale, but this is not a proper view
of the case. The former is a city with a large
population, and is moreOver the premier goldfield of the State, while the latter is a small
town without a mine near it.

That was quite opposite to what the honorable member for Bendigo East said.
In fact, the suggestion as to the engagement of
Mr. Clark first came from Bendigo itself.

Mr. BAILES. - Yes, after the £200
threat.
Mr. BENT said the memorandum continuedFor years past it has been felt that the Ben-digo School has not taken that stand amongst
Mining Schools which the importance of Bendigo
as a mining centre would lead the public to
-expect.

He did not know where the Bairnsdale
school got the stuff from.
When he
went there and saw, this great institution by
the side of the river at Bairnsdale he wondered where the stuff came from, and he
found that a lot of it came from Tasmania
to be treated at Bairnsdale.
Mr. BAILES.-It is a first-class school at
Bairnsdale.
M'r. KEOGH. - That shows what thev
think of the school in Tasmania.
.
Mr. BENT said he was again stating a
fact.
The memorandum continued-

He knew that himself.
He did not care
for Mr. Bovdell, or whatever the man's
name was. What he saw of that School of
Mines when he was there proved that it was
inefficient and incapable, and that incap- . The compatison should rather be with Ballarat,
able people had charge of the school.
He the real rival of Bendigo as a mining school.
<lid not care who the'{ were.
This comparison puts a totally different comMr. BAILES. - Incapable management, plexion on the case. Thus, for the years 1900
to 1904, selected by Mr. Boydell, we have : not an incapable lecturer.
Mr BENT said the school was incap]
able, ineffective, and inefficient.
U
U
U
E"§
Mr. BAILES.-How do his figures come
ci
..c
U
>. ";j v
out so well with this marvel from Bairnsdale, if he was ineffective and inefficient?
Mr. BENT said the honorable member Ballarat: Entered 432 10 585 375 326 2~6
"
Passed 2II
8 478 179 '196 II3
knew, and he knew, that the school Bendigo:
Entered
87
3 95
65
26
31
was inefficient.
It was a reflection
"
Passed
49
3 84 28
26
29
on
the
great
city
of
Bendigo. Bairnsdale: Entd. 91
94
67
60
77
"
Passed
51
83
27
26
46
There were no pupils there.
There
Mr. BAILES.-You' are quoting my
were little bits of twopenny halfpenny
cuts of wood from so-called ~xperts, _and figures, with the addition of Ballarat.
Mr. BENT said he could not see whv
as to the purposes for which the grant
was given, the State for years had never Ballarat should not come into it. Parhad fair consideration from whoever were liament gave £5,000 towards trying the
the managers of that school.
He made Plateau, and they had obtained gold.
that statement without fear of successful Ballarat was a great place for gold.
Mr. MURRAY.-They have more time fot
-contradictionl because he knew it himself.
Mr. BAILES.-I am not defending the studv at Ballarat.
Mr. BENT said the document he was
management of the school.
Mr. BENT said he was not finding fault reading from continuedFor the five years thus selected the grand
with the honorable member.
He w~s
:simply stating facts that could not be de- total!' are : Ballarat: Students presented
1,954
nied.
He rather thought Bendigo should
passed
1,1.85
, be pleased with what he had stated. Who- .
Bendigo:
presented
307
.ever was in ch3!rge of the school, whether
passed
219
Bair~sdale:"
presented
389
it was Mr. Boydell or anybody else, it was
"
"passed
233
a reflection on him.
It must be noted that Mr. Clark has worked
Mr. BAILEs.-He was not in charge of his school with a smaller staff than was em·
ployed .at Bendigo, and he has thus had to
the $Chool.

] ~

~ ~

~ ~ £ ] i ~
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lecture on a greater variety of subjects.
The
Bendigo school has invariably secured a high
percentage of passes, though last year, 1905, it
was beaten by Bairnsdale, which gained 75 per
cent. against Bendigo with 65 per cent. For
'1904 the science percentages were :-Bairnsdale
5i.9 and Bendigo 65. 1 •
In 1901 the Education Department selected
five Certified Science Schools among the Schools
of Mines in the. State, Bendigo being one of
those included. In such schools provision was
made for day courses for training young men to
become mining engineers and metallurgists. On
the completion of the course, which, with a
year's practical work, extends over four years,
the Department issues diplomas. At Ballarat,
Melbourne, and Bairnsdale many full-course
students attend, but at Bendigo it has of late
become evident that the school failed to attract
candidates for course-teaching.
This simply
means that the Bendigo public have no confidence in the school as a place for the education
of their sons. The whole matter is put in a
nutshell by the Bendigo Advertiser of 30th
October, IC)06, which says :-" Public apathy
with regard to the proposed changes in the
teaching staff of the School of Mines can only
be explained by the fact that the institution has
never filled the place it was expected to occupy
amongst similar schools in the State."

The whole matter was put in a nutshell bv the Bendigo Advertiser as to which
was the better place.
\~fr. BAILES.-I have made all my quotations from the Bendi;.o Advertiser.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
stated they were from" the little paper."
Mr. BAILES.-That was the other little
enigma of the Education Department-the
pianos.
l\Ir. BENT said the document continuedThe fault found by the Department with the
Bendigo school is that the metallurgical and
course students are wanting.
Thus during the
present year there have been no students in the
important subject of mineralogy, which, of
course, should be taught by Mr. Boydell. Then
again, in metallurgy the total number of students during the year has been three in the
elementary and two in the advanced division.
Further, petrology, which forms a branch of
geology and mineralogy, has never been taught
while Mr. Boydell has been in charge of the
metallurgical side of the school. These subjects form an essential part of the courses in
metallurgy and mining engineering for the
diploma issued by the Government.
. The Council has now decided to appoint a
Director over the school, instead of, as had been
the case previously, holding each lecturer respons.ible for his own department, but it remains
to be seen whether under the new arrangement
the school will flourish. The Council has appointed Mr. Clark, a metaI1urgist, as Director,
and could not therefore retain Mr. Boydell's
services as well.
In reference to Mr. Clark's attainments and
J'eputation, there is certainly no room for doubt.
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!hough trained at the University in the first
mstance as an engineer, he has so far perfected
his training in other branches that by dint of
persistent wo·rk and observation he is now a
metallurgist of the foremost rank. The University itself has recognised Mr. Clark's ability
and standing as an engineer and metallurgist
by appointing him as co-examiner in mining engineering and mining, and for final pass and
honour examinations, and also for the degree of
Master of Civil Engineering. He has occupied this position for seven years. For the last
three years Mr. Clark has been a member of the
Faculty of Engineering at the University.
\Vith regard to Mr. Anderson, whom Mr.
Boydell describes as a "nondescript individual"
with qualifications not worth mentioning, it may
be remarked that Mr. Anderson is a Bachelor
of Mining Engineering of the Melbourne University. He, moreover,obtained First Class Final
Honours in Mining Engineering and Metallurgy,
winning the Dixon Scholarship in Mining. This
gentleman has a.!so latel" been asked to go as
assistant lecturer in metallurgy at the University .. These facts show the reckless nature of
the statements made by Mr. Boydell.

He had shown, at anv rate, that the appointments were made by the council, and
not bv the Government.
If the Government had the disposition they had not the
power in this matter.
He would now
come to the pianos.
He observed from
the correspondence that a proposal was
made bv Wertheim to supply the Department with pianos at £.')6 each, and the
Minister arranged that if any locality gave
+,24 he would find the other £12-that,
in other words, he would give £1 to £2.
N ohvithstanding what had been said about
the filters, he (Mr. Bent) thought it was
not a very bad thing to encourage music in
the homes of the people.
Mr. BAILES.-That IS not the complaint.
Mr. BENT said he did not think it was
a bad thing to encourage music in the
hom~s of the people.
He gathered that
the fault was that the oianos were made
in Germany.
Mr. BAILEs.-That is not the point
either.
~fr. BENT said the other point was that
" the other gentleman" was not afforded an
opportunity of competing.
Mr. BAILEs.-Hear, hear.
Mr. BENT said there were not only
to be Perzina pianos, but any pianos m~1 de
in Victoria.
The honorable member forgot to tell the House that any piano made
in Victoria was to be treated in the same
way.
~lr.
BAILEs.-There is your official
document.
There is no word to that
effect in it. I have read every word.
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take Victorian pianos, but the public statement, on 20th October, to the world was
that only Per.zina pianos would be taken.
Mr. BENT said he was reading a letter which was sent by C. W. H. James on
loth October.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-The other statement was
published under the authority of the Ministry in the Education Gazette.
Mr. BENT said wliat did he care for the
Education Gazette. This letter was in existence on loth October, and there must have
been an error on the part of the Education
Gazette ..
Referring to your letter in regard to pianos
Mr. COLECHIN.-That letter mav have
in State Schools, I am directed by the Honorable the Minister to st~te that he has considered been written ten hours ago, for all we know.
your liberal offer, and is prepared to contribute
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
to the purchase of 200 Perzina pianos subject was playing the game very low.
to the following conditions:Mr. COLECHIN.-There IS a IO't of play(I) That pianos are to be supplied only as
ordered by teachers or Boards of Advice to this ing low.
Department;
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
(2) That if the Schools or Bo~rds of Advice was playing the game very low when he
do not come fO'rward with their subscriptions
the Department will nO't complete the purchase Or said an officer of the Department did such
regard itself as in any way responsible or liable, a thing. The officer was not an officer O'f
and
the Government, but an officer of the Sfate.
(3) That no departmental contribution will be The hO!l1orable member was playing the
given in respect of other pianos until 200 of such game very low when he said the O'fficer
instruments have been purcha.sed from you under
these conditions, save and except as to pianos signed his name to this letter ten hour,S ago.
• manufactured in Victoria of a quality approved He (Mr. Bent) would hand the letter to
by the Department, and on similar terms to the leader of the Opposition, or any other
those undertaken by you.
honorable member. The letter was dated
Kindly reply notifying your acceptance of the
loth October, 1906, and was signed by
above conditions.
C. W. H. James, Secretary to the Educa·
Mr. BROMLEY.-Why Victoria?
Mr. BENT said that perhaps the letter tion Department.
Mr. WARDE.-·An official statement was
ought to have said "the Commonwealth."
Mr. BAILEs.-Are pianos manufactured made after that which was different entirely.
tn Victoria?
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-They used to
Mr. BAILES.-And that statement only
be manufactured in Richmond.
provided for Perzina pianos.
Mr. BENT said, at any rate, provision
Mr. GAuNsON.-That letter does not say
was made that if pianos were manufactured tnat was the agreement.
in Victoria the Education Department
Mr. BENT said he was not going to'
would take them.
In Mr. Tames' letter argue the question. He was only reading
that statement was made, so the manufac- this letter from C. W. H. James to Hugo
turers could start manufacturing pianos at Wertheim, and that letter saidonce. He (Mr. Bent) knew that organs
No departmental contribution will be given in
were made at Richmond, and possiblv Mr. respect
of other pianos until 200 of such instruFincham made pianos.
-'.
ments have been purchased from you under those
conditions, save and except as to pianos manuMr. WARDE.-He does.
Mr. BENT said Mr. James, in his let- factured in Victoria of a quality approved by
the Department, and on similar terms to those
ter to Mr. Wertheim, saidun,dertaken by you.

Mr. BENT said the honorable member
. was not going to take everything he saw
in print as true.
Mr. BAILES.-This was issued b'y~' your
Department.
Mr. BENT said he had "the papers
for to show."
Mr. WARDE.-What date is that?
Mr. BAILEs.-That would be the 1st
November.
Mr. BENT said the date was loth
October, 1906.
In this letter from the
secretary of the Education Department it
was stated-

No departmental contribution will be given in
respect of other pianos until 200 of such instruments have b~n purchased from you under
these conditions, save and except as to pianos
manufactured in Victoria of a quality approved
by the Department and on similar terms to those
undertaken by you.

Mr. HUNT.-Was there a subsequent
agreement?
Mr. MAcKEY.-That is the agreement.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-I did not think there
were any pianos manufactured in VictO'ria.
Mr. BENT said he believed pianos were
Mr. BAILEs.-That was a letter to Mr.
Wertheim, saying the Department would manufactured in Victoria. The honorable
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member for Bendigo East indicated that
the Perzina was not much good.
Mr. BAILES.-Oh, no, I never said anything about it.
Mr. BENT said he misunderstood the
honorable member. Mr. Tate, the Director
of Education, wrote on this subjectMr. 'Vertheim wrote to the Minister on the
4th September, and offered to supply two hundred (.200) high-grade pianos at exactly half
the value for use in schools.

Mr. ELMsLIE.-What a philanthropist
he is.
Mr. BENT said he did not say that at
all. He thought Mr. vVertheim was a smart
fellow, who saw his wa\' of getting a good
advertisement. ?\lr. Wertheim sold these
pianos at .£72, and would let the schools
have them for £36. Mr. Wertheim did
not pay £72 for the pianos. He (Mr. Bent)
supJ20sed he bought them for £40.
l\1r. BAILES.-I venture to say if the invoice price were known, it wOll1ld be found
that he buys them at £15 or £20.
Mr. BENT said he was not giving Mr.
Wertheim credit for anything at all. Mr.
Tate said in his memorandumHe (Mr. Wertheim) enclosed testimonials from
the leading musicians of the world in favour of
the Perzina piano, and also testimonials from
heads of secondary schools in Victoria who had
used the instruments. Amongst these may be
mentioned, Dr. Fitchett, Methodist Ladies' College (14 pianos), Archbishop Carr, who has ordered them for the Cathedral Hall j Mr. Littlejohn, Scotch College. Mr. Sachse made careful inquiry into the merits of the Perzina pianos
and decided to send the letter, a copy of which
is appended.

He had read that letterA notice was given to teachers in the current
issue of the Department's Gazette. No pianos
have yet been supplied.

That letter was signed by Frank Tate,
Director of Education.
He thought he
might promise, on behalf of the Government, in view of the resolution passed by
the Assembly some time ago, that if pianos
could be obtained that were manufactured
in Australasia, the Government would take
those pianos. He was prepared to make
that offer. In the letter to :Mr. Wertheim
it was stated that the pianos should be
made in Victoria. Perhaps that should be
altered to the whole Commonwealth. He
had tried on all occasions since the resolution had been passed to obtain goods manufactured locallv. and he would feel it his
dutv to bring this matter before the Cabinet; so that the wish of t~e Assembly
should be carried out as far as possible.
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Mr. BAILES.-Will you give us filters be
fore pianos?
Mr. BENT said the questIon of filters.
was not on to-day.
Mr. LIVINGSTON.-Give us buildings instead of filters.
Mr. BENT said already, since he had
been Treasurer, he had made available
£25 0 ,000 for the sanitation of schools, and
to do all that was possible to make them
comfortable for the children who attended
them. The honorable member for Bendigo
East referred
to the White
Hills
school. He thought he (Mr. Bent) knew
that place long ago. An interjection had
been made that children got filtered water
at the school, and got other water on the
road, but, as the honorable member for
Bendigo East knew, the Bendigo people
were so anxious for the health of their
children that, in man v instances, they
would buv filters before bread. Room
would be f,ound on the Estimates for filters,
and probably the money would be found
for the pianos, too. He believed it was a:
good thing to have these pianos, especially
at one-third of the cost. He believed in
fair terms-not a:nvthing for nothing. If
the people would contribute fairly, he.
would not be backward in contributing a:
few pounds for good water for the children, because, in view of the Licensing BilI,
even' thing possible should be done to educate the people to drink more water and
less whisky.
Mr. BAILES.-Will you see that there is
no back-door arran,gement-that e\"erything
is done in the open light of day?
Mr. BENT said there would be no
back-door arrangements.
Mr. GAUNSON.-There ,,,ill be ructions.
Mr. BENT said it would be the same
as having the case of Croker and Woolf
over again.
Mr. KEOGH said he liad listened with
great pleasure to the remarks of the honorable member for Bendigo East.
He
thought that the answer of the Premier with
regard to the change of officers at Bendigo
ought to thoroughly satisfy the honorable
member, although it did not satisfy the
members for Gippsland, who were very
sorry to lose Mr. ,Clark.
Mr. BAILES.-I do not think we got a:
bad man in Mr. Clark, but I will sav that
Mr. Boydell has been jockied out of his
billet by the officers of the Department.
Mr. KEOGH said that remained to be
proved. He rose to call the attention of
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the Premier to this. There were general
regulations with regard to public accounts.
Regulation 29 ,provldedTenders shall be publicly invited and contracts taken for all works, and for the supply
'of all goods, tools, materials, machinery, &c .•
the estimated cost of which shall exceed One
hundred pounds, unless the expenditure be speci~l.lly authorized by the Governor in Council, subject to the following exemptions:The Railway Department as regards the
whole of this Regulation, with the ex'ception of works of construction.
The Water Supply Department as regards
expenditure on works.
The Public Health Department as regards
infectious and contagious diseases, and
other matters of urgency under the
Health Act.
The Government Printing Office as regards
expenditure on gum and printing ink.

The Education Department did not come
under those exemptions. As tenders had to
be called for all goods of a value exceeding
£'100 he would like to know why it was
that t~nders had not been called in the case
which had been referred to? It appeared
to him to be most unfair. Regulations had
been passed by the Governor in Counci I
ttiat for all goods over £, 100 tenders were
to be called, so that everyone might have
.a chance of securing the order. In spite of
this, a private bargain was entere.d in.to,
and he did not think that was a faIr thmg
to the suppliers and manufacturers of this
State, and he hoped the Premier would
look into the matter.
Mr. BAILES.-I am sure the Premier did
not know anything about it.
.
Mr. BENT.-I did not know anythmg
:about it.
'
Mr. LANGDON said he wished to make
'Some remarks with· regard to bush fires.
1 t was well known to the older members of
the House that he had alwavs taken a practical interest in the question of the
prevention of bush fires, an~ it was
-at his request that a CommIttee was
-appointed to make a full inquiry ,into
the matter last session. That Comm1ttee
'Sat about fiftv times. Evidence was taken
from Welshpool, in Gippsland,. to Wangaratta, in the North-East, and e~ldence was
-also taken in the West. The eVIdence was
printed and was on the table of the House,
and an~ member could obtain a copy of it.
When the House rose last session the Committee had not completed its inquiries, but
during the recess the lel!al mem~rs of the
Cabinet, together with the s~retarv. of the
Committee. had framed a BIll whIch. he
'hoped, would be passed before the end of
the present session.
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Mr. STANLEY said he had listened
very carefully to tlt~ reply of the Premier
to the remarks of the honorable member for
Bendigo East, and he doubted very much
whether the Premier, if he knew tHat some
of the country districts required schools so
badly, would have consented to spend over
£2,000 in buying pianos for State schools.
In his (Mr. Stanley's) district he knew of
a stretch of countrv, 16 miles in length,
where the people required two State schools,
and were una ble to obtain them even to the
extent. of half-time schools. In another instance, the children in summer time had to
be taught under a tree, because there was
not room in the school, and they required
a little fresh air. On the Walmer Estate,
which the Government purchased for closer
settlement, an allotment was reserved for ,
school purposes. The land in the estate
had now been purchased by settlers, but
they found themselves unable to obtain a
school. He had interested himself in the
matter, and the l'atest reply from the Department was that the people would hav~ to
erect a school for themselves.
NotwIthstanding all that the Premier had said in
reply to the honorable member for Bendigo
East, the fact remained that a sum of over
£.2,000 was likely to be spent in buying
pianos, while, at the same time, a g~at
many children in the country were suffenng
flfom the want of education. He could assure the Premier that this was likely to become a very sore matter to country people.
Mr. COLECHIN remarked that, as this
was the only day in the m\)nth when honorable members had an opportunity of asking
that grievances should be redressed, he
would like to refer to one or two matters.
At Gee Ion g. to-night, a State ,schools exhibition was to be opened, the profits from
which-and he hoped they would be large
-were to be applied to the purchase of
filters in the schools. That fact showed
tnat up to the present time, the Government had not ra:ognised their duty in that
respect. As what was known as the typhoid
season was approaching, it was necessary
that means should be adopted to supply
pure water for the use of the school children. In the next place~ he wished to ca~l
attention to the questIOn of workmen s
homes. The Premier had been good enough
to build some of these homes at Geelong,
and he (Mr. Colechin\ had privately called
the attention of the Government to the f,act
that the Carpenters and Joiners' Society
complained that sub-letting had taken place
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in connexion with the work. The men who
got the contract, instead of carrying it out
in the usual way, had taken the liberty of
sub-letting it in different ways, which
would prQbably lead to worse material being supplied, and a great deal worse workmanship, because it was well known that
when sub-letting took piace, the man who
was willing to do the job at the lowest price
would get the work. These buildings were
a little out of the town, and the work
needed to be closelv watched. He was informed that the plumbers' contract had
been let at. £5 per house for labour only,
which showed clearly that the conditions
which ont .night expect to find in the specificatiQns had been overridden. He was now
informed by the 1\{inister that there was no
clause in the specifications to prevent subletting, but that he would see in the future
that such a clause was inserted.
Mr. BENT.-It only shows what a lot of
fine people vve nave workl11g for us when
we have to watch everything.
1\lr. COLECHIN said he hoped the
Minister WQuid see that this work was carefully overlooked, and that the poor people
who would occupy these houses would not
be required to enter into possession of them
until the buildings, both inside and outside,
had been completed in a workmanlike manner. He hoped, also, that the Premier
would recognise th~ necessitv of providing
further workmen's homes at GeelQng. Another question to which he desired to draw
attention was that of the size of wheat bags.
The Premier would remember that in the
two previous sessions he (Mr. Colechin)
had drawn attention to that matter. On
more than one occasion he had gone tQ the
hospital to see men who had been injured
through the heavy burdens they had to
Somecarry in transhipping the wheat.
times these wheat bags were so heavy that
he did not think some honorable members
would be able to lift one end of the sack.
Peoule wondered whv the bags should be
made so heavv, but the fact was that the
Railways Co~missioners allowed so many
bags to the ton, and this induced the farmers to make the bags as large as possible,
and to fill them to their utmost capacity.
It was all the more strange that such a svstern should exist, in view of, the fact that
the Railways Commissioners weighed the
bag-s before they were placed on shipboard. and charged the exporters for doing
so. Every bag was weighed senaratelv, so
that there would seem no reason whatever

Grievances.

for the practice of reckoning so many bags
to the ton. It was ridiculous to do that
when the Commissioners were able to ascertain the exact weight. The only result
was to encourage the farmers to jamb as
much wheat as possible into each bag.
Mr. STANLEY.-The fuller the bag is the
easier it is to handle.
Mr. COLECHIN said that might be so
if the Bag was not jammed so tightly that
when it bumped against an~thing it burst,
but he contended that the bag was too
large. It was all very well for the farmers
to endeavour to save money, but it was not
so much a question for the farmers as for
the stevedores.
Mr. ANSTEY.-It is not a question of the
bag being too full-it is too heavy.
Mr. COLECHIN said that this sort of
thing should not be encouraged by the Railways Commissioners, who were or were not
amenable to the will of this House. Honorable rr1embers heard one dav that the
Commissioners would be called -upon to do
a certain thing, and the next day -they were
told that they had np power over the Commissioners, who could do as they liked.
The Premier had made a promise on the
floor of this House that something should
be done with respect to the wheat bags,
but up to the present nothing had been
done.
Mr. BENT.-You will see that something
has been done.
Mr. COLECHIN said he hoped that
some action would be taken promptlv, so
that men would not be called upon to carrv
sacks oB wheat which few men in th{s
House were able to lift. He himself had
lifted bags of wheat, maize, and peas, and
they were too large for one man to carry.
In some of the American States a demand
had been made that no bag of wheat should
contain more than 200 Ibs. If that was
good enough for the Americans, it ought to
be I!ood enough for Australians. Not only
at Geelong, but also at Port Melbourne and
Williamstown, a great many men were unable to get emplO\"ment because they
could
not
lift
these heavv bags.
They were walking about in sea,rch of emplovment, because thev could not lift such
heavv weights.
He- hoped the Premier
would see that something was done.
He
wished to can attention to the Stevedores'
Union. The Stevedores' Company charged
on the average double what they gave to
men to do the work. When the company
were asked what they did to make up for
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the double charge, they said they provided
the tackle. That did not justify them in
charging 5 per cent. or 10 per cent. more
than they ,gave to the m~n. The Railways
Commissioners and the Government had
extended consideration to this rich company. The Government had met this company time after time, and he hoped the
P'remier would look into the matter in the
interests of the farmers, as well as the
workmen. The men who loaded up the
ships should get the whole of the money
they earned, and perhaps the Premier
would see if he could not do away with
the. company altogether. In reference to
the fellmongers at Geelong, he was informed that there were a number of married men amongst them who were working
sixty hours a week for 22S. 6d. He hoped
the Chief Secretary would make a note of
the'Lt.
An inspector had been appointed
and was doing very good work, but he
hoped the Government would instruct him
to inquire if it was true that married men
were working sixty hours. a week for 22S.
6d. He wished to say a word in reference
to German sewing machines. In the H ansard of 19th September last it would be
seen that he called attention to the ques'tion of German sewing machines being used
in the State schools, and the answer he received from the Premier was that he had
received a memorandum which stated that
no order of this nature had ever been given.
He (Mr. Colechin) had made further inquiries, and was told that not only British
agents 'but Australian manufacturers of
pianos and sewing machines were complaining bitterly, because they were informed
that the State schools were not prepared
to ta:ke anything except some German make
of sewing machines and pianos.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Whiat is your opinion
about German sa usages?
Mr. COLECHIN said he recognised that
we had a German Minister of Public Instruction. He did not think the children
attending the State schools were compelled
to take sauerkraut for their luncheon.
There was a difference of opinion as to
whether the price of the German piano was
+',~6 or £72. There might be something
in the nature of an advertisement, and he
hoped the Education Department was not
'to be used to advertise any part:cular brand
of foreign article. A motion had been
passed bv the House providing that everything of Victorian or Australian manufacture should be used in preference to any
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other manufacture. He wanted to know
who was responsible in regard to these
pianos, and he hoped the Premier would
inform the House either to-day or next
Wednesday at the very latest, and that he
would also promise that it would not ha,ppen again. In regard to the question Hiat
he asked about sewing machines, he noticed
on the following morning that the Age
newspaper, which proclaimed protection as
its first plank, said that he had found a
mare's nest. If protection were really its,
policy it should have said something reasonable concerning the question, but it
seemed that the Age was very anxious to
have a slap at certain members on every
possible occasion, and that it was prepared
to swallow its proclaimed policy holus bolus
in favour of German pianos. and sewing
machines.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-What paper did, you
sav?
-Mr. COLECHIN.-The Age-the quondam friend of the honorable member.
Mr_ GAUNSON.-No one takes' any
notice of that paper.
Mr. COLE CHIN said that in the wheat
season he had had to call attention to the
complaints of the men working on the
wharfs under the Railways Commissioners.
He hoped that this season these men would
be paid reasonable wages, worked for reasonable hours only, and would be paid
extra for overtime. There should be no
overtime whilel there were men wanting
work. It was better for men to work seven
or eight hours a day than ten or fourteen
hours. In fact, five and a half hours a
day was enough for any man in this country in the summer. He was glad that the
Premier had taken steps in rega.rd to the·
overdue dredge.
Whatever mistakes had
been made, the Government had done the
humanitarian work they were called upon
to do in taking action to save the lives of
any poor fellows who might be on the
ocean in distress or on some island or
coast.
!vfr. GRAHAM said he wished to sav a
word or two in connexion with a matter,
that hie brought under the notice of the
House on Tuesday night.
He asked a
question of the Premier in regard to betting
being allowed on the Exhibition oval.
The first question he asked was whether the trustees of the Exhibition made
the condition when letting the building or
,grounds for sporting purposes that the provisions of the Sports Betting Suppression
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Act shlluld be observed. The answer he
receiw'd was that thev did so, and that the
Act had been complied with ever since it
was brought into operation. He did not
blame the Premier for the answer given,
but the honorable gentleman was misinformed, and through him the House
and the country were misinformed as
to what was being done on the Exhibition oval.
When he ("Mr. Graham)
asked the question he had in his mind certain sports at which betting had taken
place, and at which no attempt was made
bv the trustees to stop it. The Premier,
in answering the first question, said that
ever since December, 1901, the trustees
had compelled their tenants to observe the
Act and insert the necessary notices. In
December, 1905, the Melbourne Bicycle
Club held sports on the oval, and at th'at
meeting betting was rampant. The bookmakers were licensed, and no attempt was
made to prevent them from plying their
calling.
The club charged fees to the
bookm'akers for allowing them to ply their
calling there. Yet he was told on Tuesday night that betting was not allowed on
t~ oval.
On that occasion com plaints
were made not only on the grolmd, but in
the public press, and the president of the
Melbourne Bicycle Club resigned his position
on account of the criticism levelled against
the club for allowing betting to go on. As
late as September last, the Liquor Trades
had a carnival on the oval, betting was
publicly carried on, and the bookmakers
were yelling out the odds all over the
ground.
On the 13th October last the
Sportmen's Charity Carnival was held, and
the promoters licensed bookmakers, and advertised that welshers and scalers would
not be admitted. Bookmakers plied their
calling on the ground that day. In connexion with the sports to commence next
Saturday on the oval bookmakers could not
be stopped from going on the ground, no
matter what the trustees or Mr. Wren
might say j bookmakers could not be
stopped from going there and plying their
calling, as in the past.
Mr. SOLLv.-The police can stop them.
Mr. GRAHAM said thev could not.
Mr. GAUNSoN.-'Vren can take them bv
the c,c scruff" of the neck and turn the~
out.
Mr. SOLLv.-They have stopped it on
th~ Melbourne Cricket Ground.
Mr. GRAHAM ~aid neither Mr. Wren
lIor the trustees could stop the bookmakers
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from calling the odds and betting at the
sports on Saturday next, simply because
the Sports Betting Suppression Act had
not been complied with. In order to give
either the trustees' or the tenant power to
stop betting there, it would have been
necessary to comply with the provisions of
that Act, section 3 of which said\Vhenever any sports are intended to be held
on any ground it shall be lawful for the occu-'
pier of such ground or the promoter of such
sports 'by notice in the form contained in the
schedule to this Act or to the like effect to
prohibit wagering or betting or the offering or
paying of any wagers or bets at such sports
whether directly or indirectly.

Section 4 of the Act providedThe occupier of any ground where sports are
intended to be held or the promoter of such
sports shall cause a cOQv of such notice to be
advertised in some newspaper circulating in the
neighbourhood of such ground at least six clear
days before the first day of such sports. When
a notice is so advertised no proof shall in any
proceedings under this Act he required as to
whether or not the person or persons or authority purporting to give such notice is or
are the occupiers of such ground or the pro·
moter of such sports as the case may be
unless the defendant proves the person or persons or authority purporting to give such notice
not to be the occupier of such ground or promoter of such sports as the case may be.

That notice had not been given by the
tenant, Mr. Wren, nor by the trustees j
and the result was that the police were
powerless to go in there next Saturday,
no matter what Mr. Wren might say to
the contrary.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-The police may be
powerless, but Mr. Wrel} is not.
Mr. GRAHAM said if the bookmakers
paid their shilling to go in at the gate
1\1 r. ,V ren cO'.lld not stop them.
Mr. BEAzLEv.-You know very little
about it.
Mr. GRAHAM said he was not going to
argue about it.
The fact was that betting had taken place, although he and the
public had been told that it had not. As
far back as last Fridav, in order to make
sure of it, he asked the secretary of the
trustees, through the telephone, to have the
proper notice given so that they might be
able to stop betting. This had not been
done, and the result would be that on
Saturdav and the following davs, unless
some action was taken, the betting would
~o on there as brisk and as bright as ever.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-You quoted from the
Sports Betting Suppression Act. How is
it named in the agreement?

r
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Mr. GRAHAM said he had with him
a copy of the agreement that every tenant
of the Exhibition building or oval entered into.
The tenant had to observe
what was call~ in the agreement "The
Betting Suppression Act," but there was
no such Act in existence.
?\ir. TOUTCHER.-Then that agreement is
absolutely worthless.
Mr. GRAHAM said there was the
Street Betting Suppression Act and
the Sports Betting Suppr~sion Ac~;
but no " Betting SuppressIOn Act.
No such Act was in existence as the
one mentioned in the agreement signed
by' Mr. Wren, and the bookmakers could
snap their fingers at the trustees, and no
one could stop them.
There was one
clause in the agreement-No. 24-tO the
following effect:Provided always that in the event of the tenant . . . not observing any of th7 claus~s
telms or conditions in the presents contamed, thiS
agreement and the tenancy hereby created . .
. . shall thereupon cease and be absolutely
determined.

The onl v thing that could be done now was
to put that clause into effect. If it was
desired to stop betting there on Saturday,.
the only thing left now for the trustees to
do was to determine the lease on the
ground that the tenant had not complied
with its terms.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-They cannot do it.
Mr. GRAHAM said he was aware there
was a flaw in the agreement, because the
Act mentioned in it wa.s not in existence.
Honorable members had heard a great deal
of talk from the gentleman who had
rented this place about clean sport, but
he would ask anv one who knew the man,
and knew his surroundings, whether the
public of Victoria could expect clean sport
to come from that quarter?
,rr. ET MSLIE.-Thev can expect it, and
will get it.
Mr. GRAHAM asked if anyone would
stand up and assert honest! y that he believed clean sport could come from that
quarter?
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Undoubtedly. yes.
}Ir. SOLLY.-It is verv evident that you
are biased against an individual.
}[r. GRAHA'M said he was biased
against anything that appeared to him to
be wrong.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-You jt:.mp Jim Crow
sometimes, like you did over the reform
question.
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Mr. GRAHAM said he intended to read
a part of Mr. Wren'.s advertisement a~)out
the forthcoming meetmg. Mr. Wren saJdThe above events have been framed and promoted principally with a view of providing Cup
visitors with a Carnival of Sport that wilt prove
a Hi~torical Landmark in their memories when
sport shall be no more. When" wobbling
Willies" wobble for the last time, when constituencies look askance upon the rejected refuse
of their neighbours, then, and not till then, will
the kingdom of clean sport be revitalized.

W as it likely that the public would get
clean sport revitalized from such a
quarter? Let honorable members go down
the street and look at the crowd round
the door of Tattersall's Club, and look at
the class of them-Mr. MCGRATH.-Look at the class that
stand around the Stock Exchange.
Mr. GRAHAM said he was not talking
about the Stock Exchange. There were
many honorable men to be found there,
but thousands bf people in the country
had reason to curse the day that Wren
ever started the game that he was on now.
He wished to call the attention of the
Premier to the fact that the answers hi
got to his questions last Tuesday were not
correct. He did not blame the honorable
gentleman for that, but some one was to
blame for supplying the honorable gentle.
man with such answers.
Mr. BENT, by leave, stated that, of
course, the answers given to the honorable
member's .questions last Tuesday came from
the secretary to the trustees.
Regarding
the statement made by the honorable member as to Saturday next, the trustees had
it on the very best authority that they
had power under the Act referred to to
prevent any gambling on Saturday next.
He did not think" however, that an" necessity would exist for them to interfere, because Mr. Wren in a letter had promised
that he would not permit any gambling on
that day at all.
Whatever nIr. Wren
might be, when it was pointed out that.
there was a doubt-although he (Mr.
Bent) had no doubt himself-and when it
was intimated to Mr. Wren that a doubt
did exist, Mr. Wren, in a letter of a business-like character, and in very nice terms,
said that he would be no party, at any
rate. tQ breaking the rules on that oc('asion.
Mr. GRAHAM.-Of course, he will not
te a party.
Mr. RENT said the honorable member
for Goulburn Vallev had not read the parti'~l!lar part of the Act bearing- on the
question, but there was power to take up
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anybody on warrant who went betting there Trades Hall Council that he attended last
on Saturday. The trustees had gone into Friday Hight. A big stalwart lump of a
the matter.
In fact, he went to their man told the Trades Hall Council dismeeting the other da v .
tinctl y that a munbe[ of their men were
Mr. BEAzLEY.-We have not got the being physically ruined l'hrough the expower ,vithout warrant.
The Act gives cessive amount of grain jammed into the
We have the bags.. He believed that a discussion took
the power with warrant.
power of removal, anyhow.
place in this House during the first sesMr. BENT said the trustees went into sion of this Parliament on this very questhe matter carefully, and although to-day tion, and a promise was given by the Gohe believed that Mr. Wren called him the vernment on that occasion that the bags
worst man in the world because he had would be reduced in .size. He thought a
gone for forty-eight days instead of resolution was carried that they should be
seventy-two for pony. race meetings, he so reduced.
must say that, so far as the trustees were
Mr. BENrr.-Yes.
concerned. Mr. Wren's letter indicated
Mr. SOLLY asked if that promise had
clearl v that he did not intend to evade in ceen carried into eeffct bv the Governan\" manner the Act from which the honor- ment?
.
able member for Goulburn Valley had
Mr. BENT.-We are preparing now. A
read.
(~eputation was to come next week, and I
?vfr. SOLLY said he was surprised at have told them that they need not come.
the remarks of the honorable member for
Mr. SOLLY said he was very glad to
Goulburn Valley.
He had regularly at- hear it.
I t was a long timetended, since the Sports Betting SuppresMr. BENT .-It is " a long lane that has
.sion Act came into operation, the Austral no turning."
Wheel Race meeting. When that meeting . Mr. SOLLY said it was two years
was held on the Melbourne Cricket Ground, since that promise was made, and he
before the Act came into operation, it was thought ample time had been given to the
a seething mass of betting, but since the . Government to have c;uried it into effect.
passing of the Act there had been no It \vas no laughing matter. 'Where men
wagers made on that ground during the had to work day after day at this very hard
bicycle sports, and the Act had been and laborious toil, it wa;s only reasonable
stricth' carried out bv the authorities of to expect that some consideration would be
that ground.
He believed that could be shown to them with regard to the big loads
the boast with regard to every s.norts meetthat they had to carry. If it was a fact
ing held since then on the Exhibition oval that a number of them were being ruined
also. He had not seen a wager made there physically, and in this way prevented from
during the sports meetings held under the
earning their own living and the living. of
auspices of the Eight Hours' Committee,
those dependent upon them, then it would
the Australian Natives' Association, or the
appear to be a very important matter .
. Druids.
Previous to the Act coming into
operation, there was betting all round the From the statements which had been made
by representatives of the Stevedores' Union
ground, and it was not "ery pleasant to
and of the Trades Hall Council, it apIhear the odds cried out from one end of
peared to be a fact that numbers of the
the place to the other.
The Exhihition
men were seriously affected by the heavy
trustees. whom honorable members should loads they had to drag from day to day.
defend when they were found to be carryIf that was a fact, he trusted the Premier
ing out their duties in a proper mflnner,
would carry out the promise he made to the
were really, so far as his personal knowHouse and reduce the size of the bags.
Jedrre went. discharging their obligations to
Mr. LANGDoN.-Introduce the system of
this country properlv by restricting the
bettin.g evil on the area under their con- carn'ing grain in bulk.
Mr. SOLLY said it was not for him (Mr.
trol, '\vhile the authorities of the Melbourne
Cricket Ground. and other places, also SoIlv) to introduce that svstem. He bestrjrth' forbade anv betting to take place. lieved it rested with the Government to do
R e wished to touch briefly on the subiect that. Again, he must draw attention to the
of the large bags used in' the shipping of condition of some of the State schools, and
whE':1t. mentioned hv the honorable mem- bear out what had been stated bv other honber for Geelong. A complaint came from orable members in regard to them. Nothing
. the Stevedores' Society to a meeting of the hau been done about the playground at the
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Yarra Park school, which was in a most
disgraceful condition.
Mr. BENT.-Where is that?
Mr . SOLLY said the school was on the
boundarv of Richmond and East Melbourne, "at the top of Punt-road.
Mr. BENT.-We have a deputation about
thht. Mr. Mackinnon is On that deputation.
Mr. SOLLY said the school was not in
the district of the honorable member for
Prahran.
~1r. BENT.-It's the Australian Natives,
and he is in it.
Mr. SOLLY said he not only hoped that
the honorable member would be in it, but
that the Government would carry out what
the honorable member evidently desired.
He (Mr. Solly) was watching a number of
children in the school g.round the other day,
and some of them had their little legs
bruised all to pieces by the big stones which
were kicking about the playground.
He
had made this complaint repeatedly, but no
action had been taken by the Government
or the Minister of Public Instruction. Honorable members were continuously making
complaints to Parliament and to that Department, and yet no notice was taken of
them, and honorable members were discredited in the eyes of their own constituents. There were Svme people in his constituency who asked what was the use of
sending members to represent them, for
when their ,members made a statement as to
the grievances of their constituents no nvtice
was taken of them.
Their constituents
would .say it was evident that Parliament
was not prepared to carry out its duties, or
that their members had no weight with the
Government, Surely it was the duty of the
Minister of Public Instructivn, which was
one of the most important Departments of
the State, to carrv out the ideas of honorable members when they made a complaint
to him in a reasonable' manner. This complaint had been continuallv made to the
Minister. and vet no action had ,been taken.
The overcrowded condition of a number of
the schools was a disgrace tv the State.
With regaTd to the purchase of German
pianos, he was surprised at the statements
made bv the honorable member for Bendigo
East as to the action of the Education Department, seeing that Parliament had carried a resolution time after time forbidding
the purchase in a foreign country of any'thing that could be manufactured in Australia. No notice was taken of that resolution. It appeared to be hardly worth while
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for honorable members to get up and make
these complaints.
He hoped that after
these repeated complaints the Minister of
Public Instruction would see that something
was done at once to improve the condition
of the playgrounds, and also that the Government would take into consideration immediatel y the overcrowded condition of a
number of the schools.
Mr. BEAZLEY remarked that he was
surprised at the action of the honorable
member for Goulburn Valley in bringing up
the matter in connexion with the Exhibition
this afternoon. It was customary, before
bringing up a matter on which the reply of
a Minister was required, to give an intima·.
tion of the question, so that some preparation might be made to answer it.
If the
honorable member for Goulburn Valley had
notified the honorable member for Richmond, who was the acting chairman of the
trustees of the Exhibition, that. he intended
tv mention these matters, the honorable
member would have been present.
Mr. GRAHAM.-I was nvt aware it was
g.rievamce day.
Mr. BEAZLEY said he would not like
to say what the honvrable member knew.
Mr. GRAHAM. - You can say what you
please.
'Mr. BEAZLEY said the honorable member put certain questions on the noticepaper, and as the honorable member knew
that several members of this House were
trustees, common courtesy might have suggested to him that he should have intimated
to them that he intended to take the action
he had taken. There was no desire on his
(Mr. Beazley's) part tv critiCise any honorable mettlber for making a public inquiry
into the conduct of a public institution, but
there ought to be loyalty to one another
amongst honorable members. so that they
should have a fair opportunity of replying
to any criticism that was levelled against
them individually. In this case the honorable member for Goulbum Valley gave
notice of certain questions, which were replied to last Tuesday, and while the honorable member stated th.alt some of the
questions were not properly answered, he
refrained from making any reference to
questivn NO.5, whether the Premier
would take steps to see "That at this socalled sports carnival his promise will be
kept that the public property known as the
Exhibition will not be used for so-called
boxing c011tests for prize or gate money."
The honorable member, who was anxious to
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know whether boxing. was to take place at (1v1r. Beazley) held that their answers were
the Exhibition, had found a mare's nest.
"correct. As to question NO.3, which was
Mr. GRAHAM.-I had a distinct answer -" In consequence of this faJilure on the
from the Premier that it was not to he part of the trustees, or their executive officer, to see that such notices are advertised
allowed.
Mr. BEAZLEY said it was evident the or given, l1as betting taken place on the
honorable member had been looking up this Exhibition grounds contrary to the condimatter, and had convinced himself that box- tions of letting?" he v.,-ould point out that
ing was to take place. Had the honorable the Premier, who was one of the trustees,
member taken the trouble tv ask the trus- had answers supplied by the trustees, and
tees, some of whom had been with him they took all the responsibility. The trusevery night, whether boxing was to take tees did their work without fear or favour,.
place, he would have got an early answer. and during the last three or four years they
Instead of doing that, the honorable mem- had been able to relie\'e the State of the
ber had used this information, which he necessitv of paying large sums of money to
By
had got from some source, and which was maintain the Exhibition Building.
absolutely incorrect, for the purpose of de- looking after their work, and attending to
liberately insulting a man.
Honorable the interests of the public, the trustees had
members were not justified in insulting in- been able to pay their way:, notwithstanding
dividuals, even if they thought they were that they had an immense building. to maincommitting some offence, which was not tain and immense expenses to meet. Thev
proved. If it was thought necessary, action had devoted as much time to their duties
could be taken; but whv should an hon- as trustees of the Exhibition Building as
orable member be offenSIve in his manner they had devoted to their private affairs.
and language? He thought the honorable A strong point was made that the answer
member was also offensive in question No. to question No. 3 was not quite correct,
the answer being " ?\ o. " The trustees did
4, in which he asked\Vill the Government promptly take steps to not admit anv failure. The Sports Betting
see that, in conn ex ion with a forthcoming sport- Suppression Act only gaye pO\\"er, so he
ing carnival advertised to be held in the Exhibi- ,ras informed, to arrest with warrant;
tion grounds on 3rd, 6th, loth, and 12th Nobut the Exhibition truste~s had full power,
vember, and promoted by a professional gambler
named Wren, such notices are quickly advertised and a tenant had full power, to control
The
and given as will insure that the provisions of affairs when the building was let.
this Act shall effectively apply to such sports? honorable. member made a great pC,ll1t with
Mr. GRAHAM.-Is he not a professional regard to the conditions, and stated that the
gambler?
Act was not properlv named in the condiMr. BEAZLEY said the honorable mem- tions. Why did the' honorable member not
ber had better give notice of that question. get information of a more reliable character
The honorable member intimated, when his all round? The honorable member's statequestions were answered, that he intended ment was absolutely incorrect, unless one
to take further action; but whether Wren of the leading solicitors for the trustees
was a professional gambler or not, it was not was wrong in his law, and the honorable
the dutv of a Member of Parliament to be member was correct.
If the honorable
continuitlly harassing a man. If there was member was correct in that matter, then he
anything wrong, it was the duty of an hon- would be prepared to bow to him on every
orable member to suppress what was wrong, occasion when he interpreted the law. The
and it was the duty of the House, if they solicitor who was engag.ed by the trustees
thought a wrong thing could not be put for his advice was a gentleman of repute,
down in any other wa v, to bring in repres- and he said it was immaterial ,yhether the
shoe legislation.
But that was no reason Act was named, as long as the Act was
why, in the discussion of that matter, an known, .as there was no other Act
honorable member should be offensive in which could be misunderstood for it.
his actions or words. However, what had Tf the honorable member for Goulburn
been done was only characteristic of the Vallev had made full inquiry he would
honorable member, - who therefore, per- have found that the trustees of the Exhibihaps, could not help himself.
With tion carried on the management of that
regard to certain statements of the building. under Te-gulations from the Gohonorable member about the trustees, vernor in Council, and those regulations
and what the honorable member termed gave power to remove anvbodv at anv
the incorrectness of the answers, he time, and to do anything to
that the

see
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management was carried on properly. The
Premier had intimated already that action
had been taken of a very satisfactory chaIf the honora.ble member for
racter.
Goulburn Valley would only wait long
enough he would see that the trustees of
the Exhibition were doing all that they
could to comply with every Act of Parliament. As soon as the Sports Betting Suppression Act was passed the first thing ·that
the trustees did was· to put it into operation.
The Act said that either true owner of the
premises or the tenant whb for the time
being was the owner should have power to
prohibit betting.
Mr. GRAHAM.-Has there been anything
done since the passing of the Act?
Mr. BEAZLEY said when the Act was
passed the trustees said they would see thJat
it was put into operation, and decided that
in every agreement a provision sl)ould be
made that the ten.ant should comply with
the provisions of the Act. In the case that
had been referred to when he and the other
trustees said thev were unaware that betting
had been carried on they were speaking'
truthfully. They had no knowledge of it.
No complaint had ever been made to the
trustees that betting was ever ca·rried on.
'He was prepared to say that bets had been
made in some parts of this building. He
had seen wagers of hats made in some parts
o()f the building.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-There have been wagers
made across the floor of the House.
Mr. BEAZLEY said that was so. The
honorable member for the Railways Service
{Mr. Solly) stated truthfully that the con<iitions as far as· betting was concerned
were absolutely different at the Exhibition
since the passing of the Act. If there was
anything the trustees of the Exhibition
-could do to make the Act apply more fully
thev would see that it was done.
~1r. GRAHAM.-I would be very pleased
to see it carried out at the next sports.
Mr. BEAZLEY said he was informedhe did not know of his own know ledge, .and
he would not deny the fact that there might
have been a number of persons making
wagers-that on the occasion referred to
by the honorable member for Goulburn
Valley advertisements were inserted in the
newspapers and notices were posted prohibiting betting.
'He was credibly informed that that was done, and yet some
betting was carried on.
As far as the
trustees were concerned, they did everything they could to carry out thle provisions

Grievances.

2547

of the Sports Betting Suppression Act, but
it was impossible to stop one individual
making a wager with his next-door neighbour.
Mr. GRAHAM.-The bookmakers were
licensed on one occasion.
Mr. BEAZLEY said the honorable
member objected to the bookmakers having
licences, and so did the trustees, and they
would stop that sort of thing.
Mr. BAILES.-The Melbourne Bicycle
Club licensed bookmakers on one occasion.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Was that the unfortunate John Wren who did it on that occasion?
Mr. BAILES.-No, it was the swell Melbourne Bicycle Club.
Mr. BEAZLEY said he could assure
honorable members that he did not know
until Tuesday afternoon, whe:p this matter
was brought up, that the Melbourne
Bicvcle Club had ever issued licences to
bookmakers.
If the statement had appeared in the newspapers he had not seen
it.
Mr. BAILEs.-That is the club the members of the Melbourne Cricket Club are
breaking their hearts to get back to the
Melbourne ground.
Mr. BEAZLEY said, although honorable members were legislating to legalize
betting on the Flemington race-course and
other places, they were breaking their
hearts to stop it on the Exhibition oval,
and it was .going to be a great crime to
bet at that place, although it was to be a
great and glorious thing for Victoria for
betting to be carried on by the people in
top hats in front of the grand-stand at
Flemington. He and his fellow trustees
,had never had occasion to regret anytling
they ?ad done, and when they found they
were mca pable of managing the building in'
the interests of the public, they would resign their positions. He felt it somewhat
keenlv when he heard different remarks
made- by certain individuals, because he did
not think those remarks were fair, but whatever the present tenant had done or what he
was going to do, the trustees had not had a
better tenant or a more straightforward
oCcupier of the position. When the boxing- exhibition was going on, and two or
three men were trying to make wagers, Mr.
Wren was himself seen' going about stopping that sort of thing.
Mr. TOUTCHER said while he thought
the House was very pleased with the reply
of the Premier in regard to the question of
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certain pianos mentioned by the honorable
member for Bendigo East, the question
raised by the honorable member for Lowan
was one that should commend itself to the
wisdom of the Premier. The matter raised
by the honorable member for Lowan was
'\vhether it was a wiser course to spend
money in educating the people in th~ .back
countrv who were not able to partICIpate
in the' advantages of educa60n at present,
than to expend this money on pianos. He
(Mr. Toutcher) believed there must be at
least twenty-five children in a place for a
school to be established. If the people were
willincy to put their hands into their pockets
and s~bsidize the Education Department,
the Department would come to the
rescue but that did not seem fair to the
unfort~nate people who were away from
civilization, and who had not the advantages of people in towns. The honorable
member for Lowan was absolutely right in
Sc:'tying that consideration should be given
to the chaldren in the back country. There
was a case in his (~lr. Toutcher's) district
the other day where the people wanted a
school to be established. There were about
twenty-five or thirty children, but wh~n the
application form was examined, it was
found that there were only about thirteen
or fourteen of the children at the proper
Some of the children were
school .age.
over and some under the age. The only
way those children could receive edu~a
tion was by the fathers and mothers puttmg
their hands into their pockets and building a school-house, and then the Education Department might extend some ~on
sideration. He (Mr. Toutcher) recogmsed
that the Premier and the Minister cf Public
Instruction, in endeavouring to bring music
and harmonv into the home life, were trving
to educate Australians up to the standard of
the highest type of civilization and refinement, but that must not be done .at the
expense of the children in the country who
had not even the means of getting elementarv education.
The CItIes are
Mr. LIVINGSTON. favoured, and have aU the advantages.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Yes.
In Melbourne there was a Continuation SchOOl.
He d:d not object to that, but while these
advantages were given where there was
congested population, in scattered areas the
chaldren should not be entirelv neglected.
That appeared to be the position at the
present time, and he trusted tha;t the Premier, in dealing with the questIon of ex-
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pending some thousands of pounds on
pianos, 'wol.ld also give consideration to
the question of educating the young people
of the country who could not receive the
benefits of education at the present time.
Mr. MACKINNON said he did not
wish to trespass on the time of the House,
but he wished to draw the attention of
Ministers to a matter which he thought requir~d attention.
It would have been
noticed by a great many honorable members that a fatal accident had taken place
at the Hawksburn railwav station last week.
He lived in the immediate vicinity, and
perhaps on account of that the accidents occurring there came under his
notice more forcibly than they otherwise would. During the last two or
three years no less than three 'fatal
accidents had occurred to young fellows working on the South Yarra and
Hawksburn stations. He did not suggest for
a moment that there was .any undermanning,
and if there was it would "be as much the
fault of honorable members as of anyone
. else, because they asked the ComTI?-issioners
to produce as much profit as posslble j but
these frequent fatal accidents seemed to
indicate that something should be done
either in the way of warning young fellows
,,,ho ,vere engaged at the stations, or altering the methods they ,yorked under, to
prevent accidents occurring.
Two fatal
accidents had occurred at the South Yarra
station, and one at the adjo:ning station
of Hawksburn. The three accidents had
occurred in the same way, through the
young men getting run down while dodging
across in front of trains to get to the other
side of the station to carr" on their work.
Whether some other method of crossing
the line could be adopted, he did not
know. It seemed that it would be .a yerv
expensive thing to provide for, but perhap's
something could be done to insist on more
observance of discipline by the young fellows, so that what was at the present time
a hazardous employment should not, on account of remissness of the Commissioners,
or the public, be made mOTe hazardous.
A good deal had been sa:d locally and in
other places on this matter, and' he would
like to draw the attention of the Premier to
the fact so that something might be done.
'Mr. S,\fITH said he merelv wished to
refer to the case brought under the notice
of the House bv the honorable rnemher for
Bendigo East "with regard to the changes
made in the staff of the Bendigo School of
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Mines.
He (Mr. Smith) listened very
carefully to the Premier's reply, and the
Premier said if the honorable member for
Bendigo Ea'St would stand to the statements he had made the honorable gentleman would be prepared to appoint a committee.
The honorable gentleman thten
went on to elaborate the .a.dvantage that had
been gained by appointing Mr. Clark by
giving various returns, percentages, and
such like statements with regard to various
examinations, for which Mr. Clark had prepared students, and the honorable gentleman
wound up by saying that, after all, even if
he would, he could not interfere in this
matter, because the council" of the School
of Mines was responsible for the a ppointment.
There seemed to be a
contradiction in the first and last
statements of the honorable gentleman.
First of all, the Premier said that, if the
statements made were true, he would be
prepared to appoint a committee of inquiry,
and afterwards he said that if he wanted
to appoint such a committee he could not
do 'So, because he did not have the power.
Mr. BENT.-I did not put it that way.
Mr. SMITH said the honorable gentleman's words were that he had no power,
even if he wiShed to do so. I t seemed to
him, however, that the Government were not
altogether powerless in the matter, seeing
that the Schools of Mines were more Or less
subsidized by the Government.
Mr. BAILEs.-More, I think.
Mr. SMITH said he thought the Government should have some direct voice in these
appointments, particularly if it could be
shown that appointments were made which
were against the best interests of the institution.
He did not say that Mr. Clark,
of the Bairnsdale School of Mines, was not
possessed of some qualifications, but the
only attitude which honorable members
could take up was to analyze the positions
which were occupied by Mr. Clark and Mr.
Boydell respectively. A few days ago :Mr.
Sarvaas, the engineering expert in connexion
with the Bendigo School of Mines, made
a comparison between the conditions existing with respect to the Bairnsdale and Bendigo schools, but the Premier did not agree
that this was a fair argument. The honorable gentleman said that the Beridigo
school should be compared with the Ballarat School of Mines; but, from what he
(Mr. Smith) had read, he understood that
at the Ballarat School of Mines a maiority
-of the students were merely art students t
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and not those who might receive; to the full
the distinctive advantages for which a School
of Mines was intended. The Baimsdale
School of Mines was the one of which Mr.
Clark had charge at present, whilst the
Bendigo school was in charge of Mr. Boydell, the gentleman who had received notice
that his services were dispensed with. It
appeared that during the I.ast seven years
the nu~ber of candidates who had presented themselves in the Bairnsdale school
was 867, and at Bendigo 910. The honours
gained numbered 105 at B.airnsdale, and
158 at Bendigo. The passes numbered 387
at Bairnsdale, and 51 I at Bendigo. The
percentage of passes was i7 per cent. at
Bairnsdale, and 73 per cent. at Bendigo.
These figures would seen__ to prove that the
staff at the IBendigo school were abler, in
respect to their teaching, their methods,
and their practical work, than the staff at
Bairnsdale, so that he did not ~ee how the
B.en.digo institution was going to receive any
dIstinct advantage by the transference of
the Bairnsdale teacher to Bendigo, for the
results had shown that the Bendigo teacher
came out far and away above the Bairnsdale teacher in respect to the percentage of
passes.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-That appears to be an
undoubted fact. How they get over it I
do not know.
Mr. SMITH said that this superioritv
applied not only to the totals, but also to
the individual branches of study. There
was not a branch of science that was taught
at the Bendigo school in which that school
did not show a better percentage than the
Bairnsdale school.
Mr. BAILEs.-That is in Mr. Bovdell's
classes.
.
1\1r. SMITH said it applied also to Mr.
Thomson's classes in geology and mineralogy. During the eight vears 64 students
at the Bairnsdale school -presented thems~lves in these subjects, and 98 at 'PendlgO. The nasses numbered .30 at Bairnsdale, and 78 at Bendigo, the percentage of
passes being 48.8 at Bairnsdale, and 79.6
at Bendigo. Here, again, therefore. the
percentages were distinctly in favour of the
Bendigo teacher. The qllestion now arose
as to how far the Government could interfere in the matter. I t had been said that
the Bendigo School of Mines failed to at~
tract candidates, but clearlv that could not
be on account of the i~efficiencv of its
teaching staff, judging bv results.' If the
results were very much below the ordinary
standard, it could be understood that
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parents would refuse to send their sons to
schools where the teachers were proved to
be inefficient ; but that was not the case at
the Bendigo school. What was the power
which this 'Bairnsdale gentleman seemed to
possess? It was true that he was "in"
with a large number of English mining
companies.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Who is?
Mr. Sl\IITH.-Mr. Clark.
~1r. GAuNsON.-That accounts for the
milk in the cocoanut.
1\1r. SMITH said that those English
companies insisted on a good deal of theory
and also of practice with regard to the men
they employed. .As a matter of fact, they
said to ,my young man who showed any
special aptitude-" You go to Mr. Clark,
down at Bairnsdale, and he will put you
through. " Therefore they were working in
l\fr. Clark's direct interest. The Bendigo
School of Mines, so far as he knew, had
no one to bolster it up in this fashion,
and the result was that it was dependent
entirelv on local students. They were not
brought there from other districts by the
influence of wealthy men. Not only that,
but there were dozens of students in the
Bendigo district who never presented themselves for examination, because they went
in to learn a certain branch-asJiaying, for
instance-and they never went up for examination.
Thev were satisfied in their
own minds that they knew enough of the
subject which they had Iset out to study.
If these students were included in the returns, the percentag,e of passes at the IPen<ligo school would be very much higher.
He believed that Mr. Clark had gained
considerable experience from the "boosting" he had received from the Australiatl
Mining Standard, and he also wrote a book
on Australian Mining and Metallurgy. To
show the completeness of that book, it
might be mentioned that Mr. IClark practicallv excluded any reference to the Bendigo gold-field, which was the one mining
field in the world where gold had been
found at the g,reatest depth. A writer on
mining in Australia must have a splendid
grasp of his subject w?en he omitt~d to say
anything about the mmes at BendIgo. He
(Mr. Smith) did not know whether this indicated the extent of Mr. Cl3.jk's knowledge, but if it did he would be sorry to
sav anything in his favOlllr. Mr. Denn ant ,
who was the inspector under the State for
this particular class of education, some
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time ago gave Mr. Boydell a testimonial,
in which he saidHe (Mr. Boydell) has an excellent reputation
as a chemist and metallurgist, and is well versed
in mineralogy and petrology. In two of these
subjects,
metallurgy
and
mineralogy,
his
students have been so well taught that none
have failed in four consecutive years.

Now these particular subjects were the
chief forte of Mr. Clark,and yet Mr. Boydell, in his presentation of candidates in
those subjects, had been so completely successful that in four. successive years he had
not sent up a single student who had failed.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Did Mr. Boydell ever
write a book?
Mr. BAILEs.-He has had no time; he
is too busy.
Mr. SMITH said that Mr. Dennant went
onMr. Boydell's methods of teaching are sound
and effective.

That was a recognition of the man's ability
as a teacher. The very thing which our
Education Department claimed to be aiming
at to-day, and for which it had created a
continuation school, was that teachers should
be trained how to teach.
Mr. Dennant
saidAs a lecturer he is clear and impressive.

This was more than could be said of many
g,entlemen whom he (Mr. Smith) had heard
speaking on scientific subjectsFrom his training, experience as a teacher,
and proved ability, he is well fitted for the
position for which he applies.

H·e (Mr. Smith) did not know what the
position referred to was, but he assumed
that it was something similar to the position
which Mr. Boydell had occupied at Bendigo. Mr. Tate, the Director of Education, indorsed this testimonial.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-In the name of goodness, what did Mr. Tate know about it?
Mr. SMITH said that the Government
must have some control over these institutions, and the Premier might well reconsider the position and grant an inquiry. If
the statements that had been made by the
honorable member for Bendigo East' were
not borne out by the inquiry, no harm
would be done. At the same time he (Mr.
Smith) was satisfied, from what he knew of
the staff of the Bendigo School of Mines,
that they were a very efficient staff of teachers, and were capable in every degree of performing the work that was intrusted to them.
And, in fact, as evidence of it, the particulars he had read with respect to the
examination results showed that that was
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so.
If, on the other hand, the School
of Mines Council were responsible, he was
glad to know it. Up to the present time
the responsibility of the appointments had
been cast on the Government, but if no
responsibility rested on the Government it
would be saddled on the School of Mines
Council, and they would be asked to explain why there had been any change
without any apparent reason. He thought
that if the Premier could appoint a committee to inquire into this matter he would
do so, so that any stigma resting on the
officials of the Department might be removed.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
said he had nothing to say in regard to
Mr. Boydell,' but he wished to say that
his experience of the other gentleman was
that when he got the appointment at
Bendigo he would do credit to Bendigo.
Mr: BAILES.-No one doubts that.
Mr. J .CAMERON (Gippsland East)
said there was a big differ,ence between the
two places. Bairnsdale had about 4.000
people, and Bendigo about 36,000.
The
honorable member who brought this matter under the notice of the House stated
that the pupils in Bendigo had to work,
whilst in Bairnsdale they simply attended
to their studies.
When Mr. Clark went
to B airnsdale he found that the ores in
Gippsland were of a refractory nature,
and that they had been sent to Germany
and other parts of the world for treatment. He had not been there very long
when he treated these ores, and young men
who had been there two years under him
could treat them with the greatest
simplicity.
Mr. GAUNSON.-How IS it he did not
pass his scholars?
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gi1J1Jsland East)
said he did so, and his percentage of results was all right.
Mr. Clark was now
treating the ores himself, ,and the stuff
was not going out of the country. In addition, he was an examiner at the Universitv, and surely the University Council
were the right sort of men. The men at
the University knew something about business.
Mr. GAu~soN.~Something!
Mr. J .CAMERON (Gippsland East)
said that when Mr. Clark reached Bendigo
he would take a great number o'f scholars
from Bairnsdale with him. At Bairnsdale
there were young men from all parts of
Australia, and if Bendigo had the same
reputation yOung men would go there.
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Mr. BAILEs.-Thev have young fellO'\\'s
there from all parts.
Mr. J. CAMERON (GipPsland East)
said that young men from all parts of
Australia went to Bairnsdale, and Mr.
Clark got appointments for them.
Instead of the School of Mines at Bendigo
being in trouble when IMr. Clark went
there, it would be found necessary to get
more money and teachers to carryon the
work.
NIr. McGRATH remarked that he had
a matter to mention in connexion with the
Triangle Reefs Ccmpany, at Kerrisdale,
which he mentioned about a month ago.
He regretted that the Minister of Mines
was absent.
He had delaved bringing
this matter before the House during the
illness of the Minister.
After he had
made the statement of the case on the
previous occasion, the IMelbourne papers
said the story was an exaggerated one in
connexion with the fictitious sale at Kerrisdale. The company had gone into liquidation, and the sheriff was instructed to
sell the assets at one o'clock on a certain
day. A sum of money was owing to the
employes of the ('ompany, and it was ex'
pected that when the sale took place sufficient money would be realized to pay the
debts. the wages of the men being a first
charge.
The serious charge was made
that the sheriff, acting in conjunction with
Mr. McConnell, who was the agent for
Miller and Company, machinerv merchants •
of Melbourne, sold the assets at half-past
twelve.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Was the sheriff a Government officer?
l\fr. McGRATH said he was.
The
answer of the sheriff was that he had
to travel six miles after leaving the train,
and that he walked: as he left the station at twelve o'clock it was impossible to
he at the place before one o'clock. . He
further stated that when he arrived there
he found one of the hands had faJ]en off
his watch. and he asked the time of Mr.
McConnell" who said it was one o'Clock.
The sheriff saild he waited ten minutes, and
then sold the assets. He (Mr. McGrath)
had a statement from a man declaring that
the sale took place at half-past twelve
and that the sheriff did not walk from th~
station. He had a statement from a man
who was prepared to make a statutory declaration to the effect that he drove the
s?eriff and Mr. McConnell from the statI~, and that the distance was not six
rmles, but only three.
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Mr. GAuNsoN.-That is worthy of some
of the cases that have occurred ill' America.
~Ir. McGRATH said it \vas worthy of
investigation. When he mentioned the case
previousl \', the Minister of Mines stated
that he 11ad no control over the sheriff, as
that officer was under the Solicitor-General.
Surely as he was an officer of the Government, the Premier or the Minister of Mines
could ask for an inquiry to be made. The
sheriff was acting in conjunction with a
gentleman representing Miller and Com-

pany.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-In collusion.
Mr. McGRATH. - Yes.
The statements as to whether the distance was .six
or three miles, and whether the sheriff
walked or not, could easily be verified. He
had a letter in his possession stating that
the sheriff did not walk, but was driven.
The Argus and the Age both stated at the
time that the machinery sold was not as
great as he had made out.
He had in
his possession an advertisement showing
that there was a portable engine, two 400gallon tanks, and ninety other articles
which were sold for £5.
The business
men of this Assembl v must know that those
articles would never -have been sold for £5
if there was any competition.
Mr. GRAY.-Was there a mortgage on
them?
Mr. McGRATH said he could not see
how that would apply, as the wages were
• a first call on the assets. He did not think
that a mortg-age, if there was one, would
have anv effect on the sale.
Mr. GRAY.-The buyer would have to
pay the mortgage off before he could get
possession of the property.
Mr. :McGRATH said no doubt that was
correct. hut it did not anply to the wages.
1\1 r. MCCUTCHEON.-The articles might
ha"e been mortgaged up to the hilt.
Mr. ~IcGRATH said that if the articles
were good enough for Miller and Company at £5. it was reasonable to suppose
that others would h?-ve paid a good deal
more for them.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Was it good enough to
tel I lies about?
Mr. McGRATH.-No.
He had received the following letter:We hasten to thank you, Mr. Prendergast, an"d
others, for bringing Our case before Parliament,
and trust you will not be bluffed by Miller and
Co. or anybody else. The Miller Co. in Saturday's Age state your remarks are incorrect, &c.,
and if you applied to them the v would have
given you the facts or to the Jennings party,
Kerrisdale. This is amusing, because one of the
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Jennings party did comp"lain shortly after the
sale, or "sell" rather, but as he wanted to
remain on or about the lease he found out
quickly that he had better remain (dumb), and
other miners here are in a similar position. If
Mr. Hunt, M.L.A., ha9 been one of the miners
and wanted to remain here, he would readily
understand why this charge had been so long
of incubation as he terms it. For your information, I am sending you a clipping from the
local press as to what was advertised for sale
at the Triangle, and which brought the sum of
£5. Mr. Miller states only a few tools and
leases, &c., were sOld. You will notice that" it
states "All that mining plant, &c.," and we
here all understand that" the whole concern was
included. But supposing the boiler was not included--

There .seemed to be a doubt about the
boiler being included.
He understood
when he previously spoke that it was included, but according to the sale advertisement it was not.
Hut supposing the boiler was not included, it
was still a ridiculous price and would not have
happened only for the time it took place, when
most intending buyers were having their dinner.
The sheriff states he sold at 1 p.m. or later,
and remained on the ground till 3 p.m., and no
one turned up.

There was a vast difference in the statements as to the time.
He had another
letter in his possession which stated that
the sheriff left before I o'clock.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Why should he remain
after the sale?
Mr. ELMSLIE.-To have a whisky.
Mr. McGRATH said the sheriff stated
that he remained on the ground until 3
p.m., and no one turned up. The letter
he had been reading went on to sayIf all bis statements are on a par with this it
is astonishing. As several intending buyers arrived about 12.15 p.m., and after finding out
that the "sell" was over some time, made com·
plaint to the shedff re the time, and drew his
attention that it still required 20 minutes to 1
o'clock, and yet he states no one turned up.
\Ve ask you to fight for an inquiry, and to
be held here on the ground. We will bring
farmers and others to prove all and more than
we have already stated. There was a storekeeper
and several others on the ground on day of sale.
Why did not the sheriff consult some of the~
as to the" proper time, as he admits his watch
had lost the minute hand?
This case will not stand daylight, and if we
get a proper trial the sale ought to be easily
upset, and the miners paid their wages. Wish.
ing you and the Labour Party every success,
and thanking you for your trouble on our behalf,
We remain, yours faithfully,
(Signed) J. FRANCIS, Wood-supplier.
(Signed) A. J. STANLEY. Braceman,
Triangle Reefs C.M. Co., Homewood.

He had a letter from Mr. McAsey, who
stated that he drove the sheriff's officer to
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the mme. 'When he (Mr. McGrath) last of these statements, and seeing that
mentioned the matter, the sheriff's officer the men had allowed their names to be
said he walked there j but Mr. McAsey said made public, and were prepared to substantiate what they said, the lea:st the Premier
he did not walk there.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Is Mr. !\1cAsey a sober could do was to promise that an inquiry
should be held.
There was a feeling
man?
Mr. McGRATH said he thought so. throughout the mining. fields to-day that
certain companies could get all they w.anted
This was his letterSIR,-Re Triangle sale, held on the 24th from certain Government officials. It was
January last, I wish to state that I met the usuallv very hard to get evidence. Many
sheriff's officer and Mr. Miller's representative times the men dared not give evidence or
at Kerrisdale Railway Station at 9.50 a.m. on allow their names to be used, so that when
the morning of the sale. I was instructed by
the mining manager to meet· them and drive a case like this cropped up, so definite in
them to the mine, at which we arrived about II its character, with the men's names accoma.m. We remained on the ground for about panying their statements and with such
two hours. The sale took place about half-past conflicting evidence in the case of the state12, and about I o'clock we returned to Kerrisment made by the sheriff's officer, it cer@lale. I drove them both each way.
Several
The Iullest
people arrived after the sale was over, and tainly deserved some inquiry.
.some time before the advertised time. The dis- investigation should be made, and the evitance from Kerrisdale -Station to the mine is dence should be given to the public, if a
three miles.
company such as Miller and Company would
(Signed) JOHN McASEY, Kerrisdale.
act with the sheriff, and allow a sale to
He had also the following letter from Ker- take place half-an-hour before the adverrisdaletised time, for the purpose of preventing
Re Sheriff's sale on 24.1.06 (Triangle). - I competition, and of obtaining the machinery
attended sale at 20 minutes to 1 o'clock, when and -the various articles that were sold at
I was informed the sale was over by the sheriff's
officer, and sold to Miller's representative for a ridiculously low price. Such a thing dethe sum of £5. I went with the intention of buy- feated the object the House had in view
ing some of the articles. I then told the officer when it passed that section in the Act which
in the presence of at least one dozen witnesses, stated that the wages of the men should
that if a man is condemned to be hung, and if
have the first call on all assets. If this
he strung him up half-an-hour before his time,
and a reprieve came in the meantime how would charge was true, the public should know
what sort of gentlemen they were who 'were
that stand between himself and the man.
Yours, &c.,
connected with this machinery company of
(Signed)
W. D. HEWER.
Miller and Company', and the official of the
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Is it suggested that the Government, if he had done what he was
sheriff's officer's brain was a little addled said to have done, should be punished by
with drink, or was he sober? _
the Department, even if it was not possible
Mr. McGRATH said he did not know to upset the sale, as the men thought should
the sheriff's officer.
His correspondents be done. Not being a lawyer, he did not
made no charge .about it. He also had the know if the sale could be upset.
following letter:Mr. BENT.-If you were, you do not
Re Triangle Reefs sale to Miller & Co.-I know what the other lawyer would sav.
beg to say that I was on the ground when the
Mr. McGRATH said probably not-j but
sheriff's officer arrived in a spring dray with
Messrs. Miller's representative on the day of he would be able to give an opinion, which
the above sale at about I I a.m., and that such he was not doing now, as to whether the
sale took place before the advertised time of 1 sale could be upset. He was taking the
o'clock. In fact I may say fully half·an-hour common-sense view that the Government
before the advertised time. I may state that official - the sheriff's offioer - should have
the wages due to me amount to £17 12S. on the
some punishment meted out to him if he
closing of work.
had acted in collusion with the representaI am, &c.,
(Signed)
ISAAC HIORT.
tive of Miller and Company.
Mr. GAUNSON.-There is nothing to preMr. GAuNsoN.-Do you know what time
vent the Government from prosecuting the
the train arrives at Kerrisdale?
Mr. McGRATH said Mr. !\1cAsey's let- two for conspiracy.
Mr. ELMSLIE. - If he said he walked
ter stated that he met the sheriff's officer
and Messrs. Miller's representative at Ker- when he was driven, it is an extraordinary
risdale railwav station at 9.50 a.m. on the thing.
Mr. McGRATH said the sheriff's offiday of the sale, and that they arrived at
the mine at I I o'clock:.
In view cer made the statement that the distance
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was six miles, but Mr. MeAsey said it was
only three. The sheriff's officer said 'fie
waiked, but Mr. l\1cAsey said he was
driven; and then the sheriff's officer gave
the most peculiar and lame explanation
that, when he went to look at th~ time, the
hand had fallen off his watch. Was it reasonable to believe that such a thing occurred? To his mind, it :showed that there
was conspiracy to defeat the men, and to
defraud them out of the wages due to them.
There were many cases occurring to-day
where the companies were defeating those
who were working for them, and defrauding them of their wages. He could give
a dozen cases; but, as he said previously,
a case had not occurred before where the
officer of the Government had been implicated in the matter, and where there had
been definite statements to prove that the
officer had been interested and implicated
in the wrong-doing. He trusted that the
Premier. in the absence of the Minister of
l\lines. would give a definite promise now
that there ,should be an inquiry into the
<;harges made against this Government officer; that the fullest and freest investigation
would be made; and that, if the charges
were prm'ed, the sale would, if possible,
be upset-at any rate it would let the people
of Victoria know what had been done bv
this company-and the official dismissed';'
and some compensation given to the men
because of the manner in which thev had
been robbed, a'S he believed, by the -action
of the representative of the Government. .
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat TI' est)
said he wished to support the request of the
honorable member for Grenville for an inquiry into the matter of the sheriff's sale
at the Triangle Reefs Company's mine.
Honorable members would agree that the
excuse put fonvard by the sheriff's officer
was an exceedingly lame one.
When he
was taxed with selling the goods at this
claim at an hour earlier than that fixed for
the sale. that officer pleaded that the hand
came off his watch, and that he was therefore unable to tell the time. That excuse
must be taken with a grain of salt, in view
of the fact that witnesses were prepared to
take their solemn oath that that officer's
~tatements were absolutely untrue.
The
statement originally made by the officer was
that he was late because he had to walk
from the station to the claim; but here was
the evidence of the man who actually drove
him to the spot, and who was ready to
~wear to that fact, and also that there was
ample time to have had the sale conducted
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aV the proper time. In view of these facts,
it w.as the duty of the Government to grant
an inquiry.
The honorable member for
Grenville was also quite right in stating
that there were too many cases of this sort
occurring., when miners' wages were involved. In the case of the Britannia mine,
at B.allarat East, to which he drew attention on the last grievance day, the men
were shamefully defrauded of their wages,
and they had not been paid up to date.
Many of these cases could be cited. The
whole of this affair was very fishy, and it
would be to the interest of the Government
themselves if an inquiry was granted.
Mr. G. H. 'BENNETT (Richmond) said
it appeared that during his absence the ho:rforable member for Goulburn Valley made
what he was told WaJS a very unfair attack
upon the Exhibition trustees. He thought
he was the oldest trustee, and he was at
present acting-chairman. He was sorry he
\vas not in the House when the honorable
member for Goulburn Vallev spoke.
He
was going to say that it ,vas a cowardly
attack, but perhaps that would be out of
order. If he said it was a blackguardly
attack the honorable member would perhaps
not understand the meaning of it. He had
always understood, during the eighteen
years he had been a member, that when an
honorable member-it would be noticed that
he used the word honorable-had a question
to ask in which ,another honorable member
was interested, he paid that honorable member the courtesy of telling, him that he was
The
going to bring the question forward.
honorable member for Goulburn Valley
knew that three of the members of this
House-the Premier, the honorable member
for Abbotsford and himself (Mr. Bennett)
-had been trustees of the Exhibition for a
long time, and he had yet to learn that any
one of them had not got as good a character
from their past deeds, either as members
or as private citizens.
If the honorable
member was present now, he would tell him
that he should be the last to doubt anybody's word. He remembered, not so many
years ago, when a ,Committee was appointed
by this House to inquire i;nto certain
things, and had it not been for the action
of certain honorable members here, that
honorable member' was going to be prosecuted for perjury. That was a gentleman
to come and ask the House to doubt the
word of the trustees. As a trustee, he salid
that, so far, as he was concerned, they had
done all they possibly could according to
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law, and he had no fear that on S.aturday
night the Act would be broken. Yesterday
was the first time that the trustees ever got
any official intimation that there was any
betting there. If the Government imagined
that the trustees were going up there of
a night to these sports to act as private
detectives, he for one would resign his position to-morrow. He was not saying for a
moment that there had not been betting there.
It was a very difficult thing to find out.
The Amateur Athletic Association wrote to
the trustees, complaining that at a late
sports meeting Mr. Wren had broken
faith, and had allowed betting, and they
asked the trustees to try to prevent it. The
trustees immediatel y interviewed their
solicitor, and took his advice, and now
every tenant that came along had to sign
an agreement.
If the agreement h.ad been
broken, it was not through any fault of the
trustees. He was not going to deny that
there had been betting, but it was not their
duty personally to go and ascertain whether there ·was. The trustees had endeavoured in every possible way to do what
was right. He would ask honorable members to look at-he was going to say the
cowardly, but he would not say that-the
unfair way in whlich the questions were
asked.
The honorable member knew by
what appeared in the press that the Government had asked the trustees not to
allow any more boxing, and the trustees
then decided that boxing should not be
allowed.
Mr. BROMLEY.-Why?
Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Richmond) said
that ·the trustees acted out of deference to
the Government at once.
Personally he
had witnessed these things ever since he
was a boy, and had never seen anything
blackguardly in them. A man who held
one of the highest positions, and who was
admired as a true sportsman, had also
stated that he never saw anything degrading in these matches.
What had these
gentlemen done? They had taken away a
certain amount of the revenue from the
trustees. The police were there to prevent
disorderly scenes, and now these matches
were taken elsewhere, and other people gat
the rent that was paid in respect of them.
He supposed the trustees had lost £300 or
£4~0 through this, but immediately the
Government asked the trustees not to allow
boxing, the trustees waived their own
opinions, and did as they were requested.
The trustees recognised that the Govern-
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ment had appointed them, and that the
Exhibition was a Government building,
and that they should at once accede to the
request of the Government. He understood
that the honorable member for Abbotsford
had given thiSi information already. The
Premier, who was a trustee, attended as
often as he could, and he did not think the
honorable gentleman wanted to shirk his
responsibility. He was sure the Premier
would give the trustees credit for doing
everything they possibly could to stop what
was complained of. They had a letter on
the subject from a gentleman whose word
thev would take fifty times before the honorable member for Goulburrt Valley.
Mr. ELMSLIE remarked that to-night
he had the honour of presenting a petition
that dealt with a very grave subject. He
had been waiting before bringing before the
House the question he now wished to
raise, as he believed that the subject he
was going to deal with would have been a
fitting termination to the discussion that
had taken place. The subject he wished
to refer to dealt with graves and tombstones, and he thought that would be a
fitting climax to the discussion of the afternoon. This was not the first time the
matter had been before the House. To his
own personal know ledge, it had been a
buming question in many quarters for a
number of years.
Very often honorable
members, when bringing matters· before the
House, had had the charge made against
them that they had not personally inquired
into the question, and had made complaints
on ex parte statements. With regard to the
subject he now intended to deal with,' he
might say that he had made inquiries, and
he was satilSfied that the charges he would
make were absolutely true. The last time
he brought the matter before the House,
the Premier interfered while he was mak~
ing a speech, and the honorable gentleman
gave certain promises that the matter would
be inquired into. With regard to the Premier, the Minister of Health, and Ithe
Chairman of the Board of Public Health,
he believed that thev had taken certain
steps, but it appeared that the trustees of
the St. Kilda Cemeterv, while listening to
the complaints that had been made, had not
acted. He would not say that they had
declined to act, but they had not done
anything, and the position practically re-,
mained to-day as it was when the complaints were -first enunciated.
Over and
over again, previous to the disappearance
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of their secretary, it was pointed out to the
gentlemen controlling the St. Kilda Cemeterv that that man was robbing the public
and them. They refused to listen to those
The actions of that gentlecomplaints.
man amply justified what was said, because
he cleared ou.t, and it had been recognised
unfortunately that he had robbed the trustees to the extent of many hundreds of
pounds.
Mr. BROMLEY.-He was a very religious
man.
Mr. ELMSLIE said he had nothing to
do with the religious aspect of the question. He (Mr. Elmslie) knew none of the
trustees personally, and he had no personal feeling or ill-will in the matter.
What animated him was that, having some
knowledge of the question, he felt he was
onl y fulfilling a public duty in speaking
upon it. The first charge that he would
make against these trustees was that they
signed 1,000 deeds in blank, in connexion
with graves in that cemetery, and they,
therefore, made it possible for the secretary
to embezzle a very large amount of money
that should have been paid into the coffers
of that trust-an opportunity the secretary
availed himself of. The trustees, Or some
of them, both past and present, had sold
to themseh"es land to be used as graves,
and thev sold it at about one-fifth of the
cost tha't would have been charged to the
public. This matter had been inquired
into bv the Crown law authorities, and by
the Board of Public Health, and in
structions had been gi,"en by the Boarp of
Public Health that this money should
be
paid
back.
He
understood,
so far
as his inquiries had gone,
that up to the present" only one gentleman
had complied with these instructions. Men
'were appointed to positions of public trust
because it was believed they were publicspirited enough to perform the duties of
those positions in an 'honorable manner.
Possibly his idea of what was an honorable
thing to do was different from what these
gentlemen thought, but he did not believe it
to be proper for trustees to sell to themselves, under special circumstances, land at
a less price than they were selling it to the
public for.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-They have no
right to sell to themselves at all.
Mr. ELMSLIE said he believed that was
so. He wanted to know whether a special
inquiry would be made into this matter.
He had no desire to do these men an in-
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justice, but only a desire to see that the
duties of a public position were performea
in an honorable and straightforward manner. He would give the House the information he had about these transactions.
Mr. Wimpole bought land for £10 for
which the public would have been charged
£75. Mr. Maddox bought land for £3
that would have been sold to the public for
£13. That gentleman was a solici.tor connected' with the cemetery. He mIght remark here that he had attended several deputations at which, complaints were m~de
that improper practices had been earned
on in connexion with this cemetery, and
the most extraordinary thing was that every
Minister who had had charge of the Health
Department seemed to have conveyed information to these people. ~Ir. ~Iaddock
alwavs appeared at these deput.ations as
special pleader on behalf of the trustees.
Time after time charges had been made
which: had afterwards been proved up to
the hilt, and yet the trustees had taken no
notice, and, as far as doing anything was
concerned, had practically defied the Depa.rtment.
Another gentleman named
O'Donnell bought for £4 land which would
hlave been sold to the public for £24.
Another gentleman bought for '£4 land
which would have been sold to the public
for £24. ~1r. Stedeford bought for £3
land which would have been sold to the
public for ,-/:I2 I2S. Mr. Mathews bought
for £4 land that would have been sold to
the public lor £24. Mr. Alston bought
for £:~ land that would have been sold to
the public for £13. Lieut.-Colonel Ht,'lrhes
bought for £4 land that 'would have "been
sold to the public for £24. Mr. Godfrey
bought for £4 land that would have been
sold to the public for £24.
Mr. BROMLEY.-Is that George Godfrey?
Mr. ELMSLIE said he believed that was
the gentleman who had refunded the
money, but this man not only bought the
land at a lower price than other people
could have obtained it for, but sold it to
other people at an immense profit. Was
that a proper position for the trustee of a
public institution to take up ? Up to the
present time they had defied the Public
Health Department and th~ Minister of
Public Health, and had done nothing.
Mr. Simmonds bought for £4 land that
would have been sold to the public for £24,
and Mr. Gardner bought for £2 land for
which the public would have to pay £66s.
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Mr. GAuNsoN.-Do you say Mr. Godfrey refunded the money?
Mr. ELMSLIE said he understood that
gentleman had refunded the money upon
the order that was given by the authorities
that the money should be re'funded, and as
far as he (Mr. Elmslie) knew up to the
present time no other trustee nad refunded
the money, which undoubtedly should have
been refunded.
Mr. GRAY.-If one man only paid £10,
and got £75, he got off very luckily.
:Mr. ELMSLIE said that gentleman had
to refund the £75.
Unfortunately he
had not the means to do it.
There was
another scandal in connexion with his name,
but as he was now dead that matter could
be allowed to pass over.
I t was no good
dealing with a man who had passed away.
There was another complaint on which he
(Mr. Elmslie) felt very strongly-Mr. GAUNSON.-Do you put it that the
tmstees bought for the purpose of re-selling?
Mr. ELMSLIE said that was done in one
case.
He did not know anything about
the others.
Mr. McCuTcHEoN.-One trustee is buried
He did not do it.
there now.
Mr. ELMSLIE said all he was going to
say was that one bought a grave at a
greatly reduced price, and sold it at a large
In the petition that had been preprofit.
sented this afternoon, it was pointed out
that the trustees of the various cemeteries
in Melbourne, Williamstown, Boroondara,
and St. Kilda were entering into ~ business
that at the present time was providing occupation for a ver\, large number of people,
and they were also doing the work at cost
The officers of the cemetery were
price.
touting for the work, to the detriment ot
,those who made a legitimate business of it.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Is that a fact?
Mr. ELl\1SLIE said it was an absolute
fact.
. 'Mr. GAuNsoN.-It is scandalous.
Mr. ELMSLIE said some people might
say, "Why should not these men do this? "
and after all, were they not breaking the
law he (Mr. Elmslie) would not object to
it. It might be onl y a business transaction,
but where the trustees were doing something
which was contrary to the Cemeteries Act or
the regulations under that Act, he thought
these semi-public bodies should not be allowed to take this vv"Ork in competition with
outside individuals.
This matter had ,been
pointed out over and over again to the
Minister of Public Health, and he knew
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that the Minister had given instructions that
the trustees should refrain from these practices, but they had . not done so.
Mr. GAUNSON. - Does the honorable
member for Melbourne do it?
Mr. ELMSLIE said he had not mentioned Spring Vale. Spring Vale was not
on his list.
Mr. BOYD.-Wet have no work .to do, but
I do not see why we should not do it it
we had.
Mr. ELMSLIE said with regard to the
St. Kilda Cemetery, especially-Mr. BOYD.-I think it would be only
fair to the trustees to say that the whole of
the revenue goes into the trust fu.rlcfs.
Mr. ELMSLIE said there was no revenue.
Mr. BOYD.-The revenue from the decoration of the graves.
Mr. ELMSLIE said he admitted the
tmstees were not acting for their personal
profit., He did not wish to infer they were
carrying on these practices for their personal profit.
:Mr. GAUNSON.-You said thev 00 it at
cost price, so there could be no profit.
Mr. ELMSLIE said that was right.
There could be no profit.
As 'far as the
St. Kilda Cemetery trustees were con~
cerned, his special attention was directed to them.
Over and over again
it had been pointed out to those
trustees individuallv and collectively that
there were improper practices going on.
It was pointed out to the Minister who controlled the institution that the manager of
the cemetery was selling graves and pocketing the monev. That had since been proved,
and the trustees had been informed of the
fact when the man was selling the graves,
and when he was taking bodies out of
graves and burning the coffins and bones of
people who had been interred in them previously.
He (l\1r. Elmslie) knew of a case
where one of his constituents di.ed, and
when he was taken to the St. Kilda Cemeterv trouble was caused because when the
gr~ve which had been bought as new was
dug it was found there had been two other
interments.
The secretary by a fraudulent
system pocketed the receipts for the graves.
This had been pointed out to the trustees
over and over again, and they refused to
take anv action.
It had been pointed out
to the - Board of Public Health repeatedlv,
and at the present time
they had takenl no effective steps to
stop others doing the same thing.
It
was true orders had been issued, and it was
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true the trustees had been told to comply
with certain things. He believed the Crown
Law authorities had been consulted in the
matter, but up to the present men who had
frequently betrayed their trust had been
allowed to remain in their positions and
carryon these practices, which had been
perpetrated for the last fifteen or sixteen
There were a lot of other thing.s
years.
he might mention, but he thought he had
said sufficient.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Does the honorable member say they have taken the coffins and
bones out and burned them?
l\fr. ELMSLIE said the bones and coffins
had been taken out and burned in the hot-·
house furnace, and also had been buried
under the paths and the flower plots.
'Mr. GAUNSON. - The trustees did not
know of it.
Mr. ELMSLIE said they were told of it,
They used
but they would take no notice.
to refer to his (Mr. Elmslie's) informant as
" That old scoundrel so-and-so." His (Mr.
Elmslie's) informant told the trustees that
the secretary ,vas robbing them, but they
refused to believe it, and after it was known
the secretary was guilty of embezzlement he
,vas not dismissed for at least twenty-four
There was another thing in conhours.
nexion with the secretary who embezzled the
A warrant was
funds of that cemeten:.
taken out for his arrest, and it was stated
that it had been handed over to the proper
authorities in order that it might be given
proper effect to, but, as a matter of fact,
it was kept in the Police Department, and
nobody was intrusted with the execution of
the warrant until the man had got clear
awa\".
Mr. GAuNsoN.-They could easily sheet
that home by an inquiry.
Mr. BROMLEY.-It has been sheeted home
already by the press.
Mr. EL~ISLIE said honorable members
knew it was a fact. This man, for whose
arrest a warrant was out, had been able to
come back to this town, and to go away
again.
That was well known.
What
was behind the whole thing?
An HONORABLE l\fEMBER.-He has got
some good friends, I suppose.
Mr. ELMSLIE asked who were this
man's friends?
He (Mr. Elmslie) did
not desire to take up the time of the
House at any greater length, but he considered he had shown sufficient to-night to
warrant that a thorough inquiry should be
made into the matters he had mentioned.
He also contended that he had proved the
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practice of unfair competition on the part
of the trustees with people who had
invested large amounts of money and whose
livelihood depended on their business, and
that should be stopped.
The sales of
graves or allotments of land in the cemetery at reduced prices should be prevented.
He thought these questions demanded
If what he had stated
an inquiry.
was true, the trustees should be removed from their positions, and not be
allowed to take advantage of their positions in" order to buy graves for themselves
at reduced rates, when other people had
to pay very much more.
When he (Mr.
Elmslie) had brought the matter under the
notice of the Minister of Public Health
previousl y, the honorable gentleman had
expressed sympathy, and had expressed
his determination that certain things should
cease, but they had 110t ceased up to
the present time
Personally, he had no
fault to find with the :JIinister, and he did
not know that he had anv fault to find
with the Board of Public Health, but still
these things were going on at the present
time, and he believed he was only doing a
public dutv in drawing attention to them.
Mr. E. H. ,CAMERON (Evelyn) said it
was true that this matter had been brought
before the House on several ocasions.
l\Ir. HANNAH.-And before several prior
Ministers.
l\fr. E. H. CAMERON (Evelyn) sain
a great deal of what the honorable member for Albert Park had stated was correct.
He thought the honorable member
was a little bit out in sa) mg" that trustees
who bought land at £4 and £6 got £24
for their land.
He (Mr. Cameron) believed they had never got more than double
for it.
They had been requested more
than twelve months ago to refund every
penny they had received for the graves
which they had bought and sold, and only
one person so far had returned the money.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-What
do you propose to do?
Mr. E. H. CAMERO)J (Evelyn) said
the whole thing originated he did not know
how many years ago-probably: ten or
twelve years ago-by the appointment as
secretary of a scoundrel in whom
very many people outside, as well as
the trustees of the cemeterY, had confidence.
He was a very plausible man, and, of
course, deceived people. He (Mr. Cameron) believed he was the first who detected
the man's misconduct. He insisted on going down and examining him about the
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graves. Graves that had been already sold
were resold to other people. Sometimes
years would elapse between the two sales.
On examining the secretary, he found that
he was quibbling, and not telling the truth.
He (Mr. Cameron) told him to his face
tliat he was stating what was not correct,
and was convicted out of his own mouth.
He then asked the Board of Public Health
to communicate with the trustees, and to
compel them to bring this man to task. The
result was that the man went awav, and a
warrant was issued for his appr~bension,
but the warrant was never executed. He
did not know whether the man liad ever
put in an appearance in Victoria since then,
but the police were still on the look-out for
bim.
Mr. BROMLEY.-I know people who have
spoken to him in 1\'lelbourne.
Mr. BOYD.-There is a report current
that he has never been five miles away from
.
the cit\'o
Mr. -E. H. CAMERON (Evelyn) said it
was not the fault of the Board of Public
Health or of the Govenlment that the
man had not been found.
Whether
all the statements that hald been
made' were correct or not he did not
know, but he knew that the trustees
were ver\, lax in allowing the man to do so
much villanv in trafficking in land for
burial purposes. There was one case in
which this man sold a burial allotment
after a person had been buried in it for ten
or twelve years, and when the grave was
opened it was found that there was a coffin
in it. That was done years and years ago.
The public could not examine for themselves into what was done in cemeteries.
The trustees were supposed to be very careful, and people were supposed not to interefere with other persons' graves. He
thought that a grave was a most sacred
thing. The honorable member for Albert
Park was kind enough to tE'll hi.m a week
a~o tnat he was ,£!'oin-g to present this oetition, and he (Mr. Cameron) then asked the
chairman of the Board of Public Health to
send him some informa.tion as to what had
been done, and what should be done. The
Crown Law officers were anpealed to some
time ago, and the," said that the Act did
not give the Government power to do certain things which the~r desired to do. Com, plaint was made in that Detitlon tHat the
trustees were interfering with private tradespeople, and decorating graves and doing
other things which they should not do.
The Act, however, gave them plenty of
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power to do that, and he (Mr. Cameron)
thought that the Government could not interfere. The Crown Solicitor said that the
trustees could not be punished for what
they had done, and that the only remedy
the Government had was to dismiss the
tr~tees if they chose to do so.
He had
asked the cnai;man of the Board of Public
Health to draft an amendment of the law,
in order that it might be laid before the
Cabinet. That measure had been partly
drafted, but the Cabinet had been so busy
in connexion with the measures that "V ere
before Parliament that there liad been no
opportunitv for its consideration. He promised, on behalf of the Government, that
full inquiry would be made, and at once,
and that, . if necessary, the Government
would compel the trustees to resign.
Mr. J. "V. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Will it
be a public inquirv?
Mr. E. H. CAMERON (Evel1'n).-Yes,
a public inquiry.
~1r. J. 'V. BILLSON (Fitzroy). By
whom?
.
Mr. E. H. CAMERON (Evelyn).-By
those whom the Government chose to appoint.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Do you
intend to appoint members of this House?
Mr. E. H. CAMERON (Evelyn) said
he did not think it would be the best plan
to appoint members of the House.. It
would be better to appoint experts.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Independent men?
1\Ir. E. H. CAMERON (Evelyn).-Yes,
independent men, who would inquire fully
into the matter.
He acknowledged that
he was very much disappointed at what had
occurred, and he was \Villing~and he knew
the Government were will1ng-to do all
that was possible to place the matter on a
better footin!!. and to secure a better management of the cemetery.
(The House adjourned for refreshments
at half-past six o'clock.
The Speaker
resumed the Chair at twentv minutes to
eight.)
.
Mr. GRAHAl\'1 said he desired to make
He was called
a personal explanation.
out of the chamber to send off a telegram
while the honorable member for Richmond
was speaking.
He did not care what
that honorable member miglit say about his
(Mr. Graham's) action in bringing the matter forward which he had brought before
the House, but there was one statement in
the honorable member's speech, the report
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of which he had just got from Hansard,
to which he wished to re'fer.
He would
read it, and he might say at once that he
gave it a flat contradiction, and challenged
the honorable member to prove his stateIt was as follows:~
ment.
If the honorable member was here I would
tell him that he should be the fast to doubt
anybody's word.
I remember, not so many
years ago, 'when a committee was appointed by
this House to inquire into certain things, and
were it nut for certain members' action here
that honorable member was going to be prosecuted for perjury.
That is a gentleman to
come and ask the House to doubt our words.

Now, he (Mr. Graham) did not doubt anybody's word,_ and he chalIenged the honorable member for Richmond to prove that
there was one word in this statement that
was true in any shape or form.
He challenged the honorable member here in the
Chamber, and if the honorable member
would repeat the statement outside, he
(Mr. Graham) would find another way_ of
making him prove it.
He repeated that
he gave the statement a flat contradiction,
and would ask the honorable member to
withdraw it, as there was not one word of
truth in it.
:Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Ricllmond)
said that what the honorable member for
Goulburn Valle\· had just read were hardly
the words he (Mr. Bennett) said.
Mr. GRAHAM.-I haye just had it from
lIansard.
~
:Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Richmond)
said that what he said, or intended saying,
was this-and up to a certain point the report
was all right. He said that a. member who
used to sit on that (the Opposition) side of
the House had stopped certain men from
entering a charge of perjury against the
honorable member.
That was common
But at the same time he (Mr.
property.
Bennett) desired now, as an old member of
the House, to say that he deeply regretted
that in the heat of the moment he should
have charged the honorable member rightly
or wrongly. That was as far as he would
The honorable member deserved
go.
what he got, because he made a cowardly
attack upon others.
However, he (Mr.
Bennett) thought it was only right, as ·from
one member of the House to another, to
say that he deeply regretted in the heat
of debate what he had stated.
Whether
it was true or not, he regretted exceedingly
having said it.
.
IHI. GRAHAM said he was perfectly
prepared to accept the honorable member's
withdrawal.
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The SPEA,KER. - I may say that I
was carefully watching what the honorable
member for Richmond said, and he did
not impute any offence to the honorable
He 'saidmember for Goulburn Valley.
what might happen to anyone-that a
charge mlght be made against the honorable member for Goulburn Valley. but the
honorable member for Richmond did not,
as I understood him, impute that the honorable member for Goulburn Valley was
guilty.
Mr. ~RO?\fLEY stated that he was not
particularly desirous now, as the opportunity had gone bYL of speaking with reference to the very serious and grave charges
which had been brought forward to-night
bv the honorable member for Albert Park
i~ regard to the manag,ement of a certain
cemetery.
However, it seemed a strange
thing to him that persons who could deal
with dead bodies and outrage humanity in
the way they had done should escape px:osecution at the hands 0'£ the Government.
MI. BENT.-Who?
?\Ir. BROMLEY said the persons who
had committed these outrages and the sacrilege of violating the graves of the dead,
as had been stated to-night by the honorable member for Albert Park.
It was a
well-known fact, and it had been proved
time after time, that these acts of sacrilege
had been committed in a certain cemetery.
?\Ir. GAuNsoN.-Is it sacrilege, technicall y speaking?
l\1r. BROMLEY said that unmistakably, in his mind, it was sacrilege.
Mr. GAUNSON.,-The right word is "desecration."
We must be technical.
i\Ir. BROMLEY said he would use the
word " desecration," if the honorable
It certainly was
member preferred it.
desecration.
There should be nothing
more sacred than the graves of the dead.
House
At
the
present
time,
the
was engaged in certain legislation connected with betting.
There was a certain
individual who had be·en accused of violating Acts of Parliament in the way of
gambling, and they were passing a Bill to
destroy all this so-called evil with regard
to gambling; yet while they were exerting
the whole power of the law to prosecute
individuals who were breaking the law in
this respect they allowed a person
honorable members all
knew of
'whom he was speaking - a man who
was a Sunday school superintendent,
the leader of a church choir, and a man
in whom the utmost confidence was placed
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,by the people of that district, to desecrate
graves. It was well known that this man
had been making hundreds of pounds by
the desecration of the graves of persons
buried there. Still, the Government took
no action to bring in special legislation to
deal with such cases. Where were all those
reformers who spoke about the evils of
drink and gambling, but who did not come
forward to speak about worse evils?
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Do you mean
Tom Mann?
Mr. BROMLEY said he did not mean
Tom Mann, and if that gentleman liked to
take certain action on his own account, the
lawofficers could prosecute,him, and had done
so. That had nothing to do with the question
before the House. Any law-breaker ought to
be prosecuted, but here was, a case where a
'man had broken the law in a most iniquitous
manner, and yet the Government did
not intend to prosecute him or to bring forward any special measure for the purpose.
Mr. BENT.-We have this measure here.
Mr. BROMLEY said this man was a
free agent now.
Mr. BENT.-I do not mean that fellow.
Mr. BROMLEY.-Why should the other
fellow be prosecuted for a less serious
crime than this man had committed? Not
only at the St. Kilda Cemeterv, but at
almost all the cemeteries, similar crimes
were committed. There was a surmise,
not only of the detectives, but of the
Coroner himself, concerning a body found
in the Albert Park Lake. It was a shame
for the House not to take cognisance of
these matters, and pass stringent legislation
to deal with them. Members had only to
imagine what a shocking thing it was to
persons who visited the grave of a dead relative to pay homage to the memory of that
relative or place flowers on the grave, to
find, as a matter of fact, that the body had
been removed and burned, and a new corpse
plaoed in the grave. There was no more awful iniquity than the charge brought against
this man, who was a Sundav school superintendent and the leader of a choir. He
never cared much for that man, because he
took his measure as soon as he saw him.
'When the Government were bringing forward legislation of the character that members had been dealing with, whv did thev
not introduce some drastic legislation to
deal with such crimes as this? The Government would have the SUDDort of. the
House and of humanity as a whole, for nothing could appeal m"ore strongly to the
rhuman mind than the desecration of a
Session 1906-[92]
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grave. How would the Premier feel if the
corpse of his mother or father was dug up
from the grave and burned, and the grave
resold for a new body to be interred in it?
There was nothing more awful to contemplate, and he hoped some notice would be
taken oft what the honorable member for
Albert Park brought before the House, and
that legislation would be brought in to
remodel the manaf},"ement of the cemeteries
and to prosecute those who made use of the
cemeteries for their own personal gain and
profit.
Mr. LIVINGSTON observed that the
honorable member for Bendigo East had
made a speech to-rtight in regard to piCUlOS
and filters in State schools.
He (Mr.
Livingston) found in to-night's Herald an
answer to the position taken up by the honorable member. This answer was supposed
to have come directly from the Minister of
Public Instruction, and it was rather different f'rom the statement made bv the Premier in regard to the piano transaction.
The Minister, in that interview, stated in
regard to filtersBesides I am not sure that if the Department
spent a large sum in providing filters for schools
that the effect would be as good as some people
think.
The youngsters would drink filtered
water at school and unfiltered water on the way
home, and possibly also at home.

Surely the Minister of Public Instruction
did not advance that as an argument why
filters should not be used in State schools.
Mr. BENT.-I do not know what is in
the Herald, but you may take what I have
said as gospel.
Mr. LIVINGSTON said what he had
quoted was in the H erald~ and was given
as an interview with the Minister of Public
Instruction. It was only a few weeks ago
tnat he asked a ques.tion in the House as
to whether the Department would provide
filters for use in the schools, and the
answer given was that it was a work for
local effort. Everything in the country had
to be done by local effort. It appeared to
him tnat many members from country districts, including the honorable member for
Lowan and the honorable member for Goulburn Valley, had come to the one conclusion, and that was that the acts of; the Department proved that it made " fish of one
and flesh of another.)1 It was the same
old thing over <l£{ain. "To him that hath
shall be given."
In some of the countrv
districts people had not onlv to have their
children educated in a hall, but they had
to build the hall, and it was only after the
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greatest trouble that the Department could heart of the Premier, many a country State:.
The way the school child would never have seen the re.
system was carried out was a standing dis- markable exhibition that was held in Melgrace to the Education Department. He bourne not very long ago. The Education
had absolute proof of what he said. There Department did not take the initiative in
was a school at Morwell, with an attend- interviewing the Railway Department, but
ance of about 100 children, and the that was left to the Premier, who,
teacher's residence was alongside the with his common sense, saw where
school.
If there was any family illness the hitch was. Members had to dance
there was constant irritation from the noise attendance on the Education Department,
in. the school. The floor 0'£ the school and make complaint after complaint, but
was in a rotten condition, and the teacher they never got any further forward.
had to make use of bags and other things He wished the Premier, with his inteL.
to prevent accidents to the young children. ligence and knowledge of the way DeThey did not ask for a piano or a filter, partments should be worked, would trv' to
but for a floor. The fence, too, was fall- mtroduce something like common sense 'into
ing down.
some of these Departments.
If a counMr. BENT.-This is very disappointing try school was desired, the Minister of
~to me after all the trouble -1 have taken to ;rublic Instruction, first of all, sent the
find money for the schools.
1l1spector, but not with the faintest inten:Mr. LIVINGSTON said there was a ~ion of build~ng a school. The inspector
school at Yinnar, where there were about mspect~d a SIte, and said. "Very ,'veIl, if
fift\' children, and a new building was re- y.ou ~Ulld the school on this site, we posquii·ed. The question arose as to the land sIblv 111 the future will send you a teacher."
for the new school. The Lands Depart- The people were onlv asking that a teacher
ment owned a piece of land adjacent, but should he sent, because they knew very
as there was no connexiolli between the two well from past experience that thev had to
Departments the erection of: the new build- pro~;ide the money for everything -in conThe Minister
ing was blocked. Plans and specifications neXlOn with that school.
were made out for the new building, but also coolly asked that the people should
the whole thing was held up. with the re- prm'ide five acres for the school in the
sult that the children would have to be country districts, but the Department did
educated in the same old barn as before. not sav for an instant that they were
At the school at GUlwah, the teacher who O'')inf1; to expend a single shilling on it.
went there in June la'st had really no fur- Thev said, "You provide the land. You
niture. The Education Department ap- must provide at least five acres and YOU
plied to the Public Works Department to must fence it, and grub it, and hand it
supply the furniture, but it had not been over to us, and then it is possible that
supplied.
There, again, there was no some day we will build a school, but that
It woul d be
oonnexion between the two Departments. is very problematical."
Then there was l\Iaryvale, where the school found that the number of State schools
building had been shut up for years, and that had been built in the country disit was desired to have it transferred to an- tricts during the past few vears was exThe general formula
other site.
A site was bought and grub- ceedinglv limited.
bed and fenced, and was handed over to was that the inspector picked a site where
The
the Education Department, but that De- a certain number of children were.
partment told the people that they must peop 1 e got together, built a hall ant]
pay for the transfer of the building and handed it over to the Department; posthe erection of! it on the new site. The siblv at a rental of, say, £2 or -I'?'. That
people did not ask for a piano, but merely was the usual programme, and people were
that the old building should be pIaced on constantly bickering over this want of
the new site.
Was there anv encourage- touch between the Education Department
ment for people to go upon1 the land and the children themselves.
'We unwhen, on everv occasion, thev were ob- doubtedlv had a splendid svstem of edustructed bv the Education Department? cation, but there were scores of rnl1ntrv
Most of tl~e country people would go with- schools that were never examined bv an
out sufficient clothes and. food to see their inspector from one year's end to another.
children properlv educated. Had it not The thildren went' on blindly following
been for the kindness and goodness of what was taught them from the curriculum
be got to provide a teacher.
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laid down by the Department, but there
was no inspector coming along to see what
progress they had made.
In the Gippsland district, of which he could more particularly speak, the inspector was more
than half his time inspecting sites, with
the result that the inspection of schools
was absolutely a,t a standstill.
He did
not blame that inspector by any means,
because he could not do it, but after his
inspection of the site was completed things
remained as they were before the site was
inspected.
He was sorry to say the
Public Works Department and the Lands
Department were not in touch with the
Education Department. He did not blame
either of those Departments, but he certainly did blame the Education Department for not approaching them, and putting the difficulties before them.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Can you tell Us any De;
partment that the Education Department is
in touch with?
Mr. BENT (to Mr. Gaunson).-Will you
be quiet?
Mr. LIVINGSTON said he did not
know, but if when a difficulty arose between the E'ducation Department and the
Lands Department, for instance, about a
site, the Education Department would onl y
approach the Lands Department, he was
certain the Minister of Lands would oyercome the difficulty in ten minutes.
He
had given one instance, and that had been
going on for month after month.
The
prospects were that it would continue for
the next five or six months. A little while
ago the Treasurer gave £50,000 for the
ventilation and better lighting of State
schools.
No doubt. these things were
badly wanted in some of the citv schools,
but he wished to impress upon the honorable gentleman that the people in the
country were not asking for any of these
extru. All they were asking for was that
the Department should give them teachers,
furniture, and school buildings, and not
to have this infernal red-tape constantly
thrust before their nose, and this blocking
between the various Departments.
He
hoped the Premier would take the matter
in hand, and solve the difficulty.
At
present things seemed to have got to a
dead end. The people in the country districts were thoroughlv disgusted, and when
thev saw that the 'Minister of Public Instruction was proposing to spend £2:400
. on Diano&-Mr. GAUNSON. - £7,200.
Of this
amount £4,800 is to be raised by public
[9 2]-2
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subscription, and £2,400 is to be contributed by the Department.
Mr. LIVINGSTON said £2,400 was
coming out of the general revenue, according to the statement made.
Mr. GRAy.-How many pianos will you
get up in Gippsland?
Mr. LIVINGSTON said he would be
perfectl v satisfied if thev got a tin trumpet.
'What the people there said was,
" Gi ve us a school; give us a buil ding,
and we will be satisfied."
As soon as
the country people, after fighting year after
year to get a school, discovered that the
Department were going to spem;i £2,400
on pianos for the town schools, there would
be a very great amount of dissatisfaction.
Mr. LEMMON said he took this opportunitv of supporting the request of the
honorable member for Geelong for some
regulation of the size of the bags of wheat
that the unfortunate stevedores had to
carry. As the representative of Williamstown, he knew what heavy bags these unfortunate men had to ca.-rry down to the
ships' holds. Very often it strained their
backs.
The matter was brought before
this House some two years ago, and he
understood that a promise was. given, in
consequence of which it was expected that
some regulation would be enforced to prevent these heavy bags of wheat having to
be lifted bv the stevedores employed at
Port Melbourne, Geelong, and Williamstown.
.
Mr. STANLlEy.-What would you consider a fair weight?
Mr. LEMMON said a fair weight would
be from about 200 lbs. to 240 lbs. Today the men had to carry from 300 lbs.
to 350 lbs.
Mr. STANLEy.-Nonsense.
Mr. LEl\fMON said it was a fact,
which could be bornle out by the honorable
member for Port Melbourne, who would
show the House that men at that port
had again and again to lift bags of thatl
weight. This was a matter that the Government ought to take into consideration,
anid they ought to bring in this regulation
at the earliest possible date.
The interests of Bell and Companv or Crosbv and
ComDany, wheat buvers, should not s,tand
in the way of rendering this minor act of
service to the stevedores.
The claims of
the men appeared to be thrust a:side whenever thev came in conflict with the interests of the individuals who had large
canital involved in this industry. ' It was
all very well for honorable members to
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take very little notice of a minor request
of this kind, but when the fact was brought
home to them that a stevedore who was
the bread-winner of his family might have
his Lack strained, and be rendered unable
to earn bread for his familv and himself,
honorable members would ;ee that it was
a matter of the most serious concern to
the workmen.
He sincerely hoped the
Government would take notice of the question raised by the honorable member for
Geelong, and endeavour to haye this regulation brought into operation, so that
durlP!! the coning season the men would
not be called upon to handle the heavy
bags of w'heat that they ,rere at present.
He desired again to call the attention of
the Goyernment to the question of Sunda\' work and oYertime at Ne,rport ,rorkSo
shops that he raised last Tuesday.
far, the Government had not presented to
the House any report concerning the
charges he made then. He certainly had
expected that report to be brought forward
before now. According to the press it had
been prepared, and sent on to the Goyernment. but the House had heard nothing
officialh' yet as to whether the .statements
he made .,rere true or untrue.
Mr. BENT .-What show have I had of
bringing anything in?
Mr. LE~gION said he acknowledged
that the honorable gentleman was very
busy.
1\1r. BENT .-1 haye the report here .all
right.
Mr. LEMMON said he hoped the House
would have the pleasure of hearing it before the night ,ras out.
He sa,,· in the
If erald of \"esterda y the report of an interview with Mr. Tait.
Mr. GAUNSON.-With whom?
Mr. LE3IMON said this was Mr. Tait.
It was not the ~Ir. Tate to whom the honorable member referred, and ,,-ho .seemed
to be closely associated with Mr. Judkins,
to judge by the feeling the honorable member showed towards those two gentlemen.
Mr. Tait was reported to have said-
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order that Mr. Tait might secure a comThere did not seem
mercial advanta.ge.
to be the slightest iustification for calling
It showed
the men to work on Sunday.
a \rant of managerial skill on the part of
those in charge, seeing that the car was
standing at the Newport Workshops for
close on a month, and then there came
this break-neck haste, causing men to work
on Sunday to get it finished.
He was
anxious that the report should come out,
because if the Government did not give
ample justification to the p-eople, there might
be an adverse resolution coming from one
of those Pleasant Sunday Afternoon
He would be the last to regatherings.
frain from using his voice to urge the
Govemment to make a statement in order,
if possib:e, to justify the action of the
Railways Commissioners, lest the continuitv of the comnlimentarv resolutions
now being poured unon the- Government
should be disturbed bv an adverse one at
this particular stage in our political histon-.
The Chairman of the Railways
Commissioners went on to sayvVe were very anxiou~ to have this car running
in time for the racing season.

That statement "-as made bv several members of this House, including himself, and
it ,,-as now apparentlv borne out by Mr.
Tait himself.
He presumed that the desire to have the car running for the racing
season, in order to bring the surplus representatives of royalty in the other States
over here to enjoy themselves, and to
plunr:~e on the Melbourne Cup. in addition
to all the other advantages provided upon
the railwav lines, would be held to be
more than sufficient justification for causing these men to come back on Sundav to
Mr. Tait -also
finish this particular iob.
statedOn Sunday it was given a trial run to Werribee and back, and the foreman, finding that a
good deal remained to be done, sent word to a
number of the men, asking them if they would
put in some work that evening.

The public "..-auld gather the impression
from that statement that after giving thf'
The statement that a numLer of hands were car a run on the Werribee line on the
employed at Newport on Sunday is quite correct,
SUnld1v. the officials found it was necesbut it must be understood that it was purely
nn emergency occasion. The steamer competi- sarv to do some work. and that the foretion for the carriage of passengers between the man at once sent out to bring in men to
States has made it necessary for us to improve do it. and that therefore the Sunday
the accommodation on our lines.
work was onlv due to the emergencv that
Honorahle members had no objection to occurred on the Sunday throurrh the dis:Mr. Tait improving the accommodation on coven- on the part of the foreman. Could
the lines. but they had a strong objection Mr. Tait, however, deny the fact that the
to men being called to work on Sunday in upholsterers were ordered to come in on the
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Saturdav at eleven o'clock, thus showing
that it was a deliberate policy of Sunday
labour on the part of those in authority?
If the Sunday work was due only to a
discovery that was made on the Sunday
afternoon, Mr. Tait's statement might be
allowed to go forth unchallenged, but the
fact that the upholsterers were ordered to
come in at eleven o'clock on Saturday
morning plainly indicated that it was a
deliberate policy on the part of those in
authoritv to cause men to come in and
work on Sunday.
These men did not
work 011l1y in the nirrht.
Some of them
worked from one o'clock until ten o'clock
and twelve o'clock at night.
Not a word
was said about the men who were caused
to do this Sunday work receiving any
extra remuneration.
The majority of the
members of this House had no desire, even
in a case of emergency, that the employes
of the State should work on Sunday without some extra remuneration.
They certainly ought to get it. The action of the
Commissioners was in no sense justifiable.
If this car had not been ready to attach
to the express, surelv it would not have
~n pu~ting those traveller.s· to very great
mconvemence to ask them to use one of
the first-class carraiges at present running.
In order to suit the swell crowd that came
over to patronize the Cup, the scruples of
the workmen were treated as of small consequence, and the vvorkmen were ordered
to work on Sunday, so that the palatial
car might be ready for these people. It
would be very interesting to ascertain what
was the cost of constructin2" this car, and
to find out whether the Rai-Iwavs Commissioners, desiring to establish a -record with
regard to aomfort, had gone to extremes
in providing silk and curtains and beautiful
drapery for this car. The Commissioners
had, apparently, not stinted expense in any
sense in order to get the best things ftOr
their aristocratic friends who would travel
over here to attend the Cup. The gentlemen who were getting over £3,000 a year
for managing the railways were spending
the people's money to provide a paTatial
car for the gentlemen of wealth who were
coming here from other States. This was
State Socialism administered bv those who
were opposed to Socialism for the benefit
of anti-Socialists in other States. The honorable member for St. Kilda had pointed
out that this was a reason whv the Labour
Party should not continue to urge the
policv of State enterprise, as it had resulted in calling upon men to work on Sun~
0
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day. But this was not the fault of State
Socialism, but the fault of those who w~re
administering State Socialism in Victoria at
present.
Be had no desire to detain the
.douse at any greater length.
He hoped
the statement the Government would make
upon this matter would justify this action
in the eyes of the people of Victoria.
Mr. GAUNSON remarked that this was
an opportunity for him to voice some of
the difficulties that he felt his constituents
had laboured under, and must labour under
as long as the present maimed system obtained. He referred to the fact that there
was only one Public Service Commissioner.
The Government very properly proposed to
fill up certain vacancies. He wanted the
House carefully to distinguish between the
two words "officers" and "offices." There
were certain offices, such as third-class or
fourth-cl-ass or second-class, as the case
might be, that had fallen vacant. These
vacancies nad not been filled up, but the
Government now proposed, and very rightly
so, to make permanent appointments to
these offices. But, in the meantime, since
the falling in of the vacancies, the duties
of the offices had been filled by junior
clerks, \"ho nad alwa):.s been chosen by the
heads of the Departments, irrespective of
the Public Service Commissioner, who
could not interfere in this matter. This
left the greatest room for favoritism that
one could possiblv conceive. The reslJlt
was that there might be a fifth-class officer
discharging the duties of a third-class office.
Then carne the time when the Government
were pressed to fill the vacancy. That
time had now arrived. A recommendation
was then put in by the head of the Dcpartment th'at the man who had been performing the duties-which should never
have fallen to his lat, but which should
have fallen to the lot of the officer holding
the rank of the office that became vacantshould be appointed to the vacancy. He
verv much feared that the same state O'f
thi~gs would arise now as arose under the
reclassification Act. The Premier would
have some notion ofl tnat, and would recol~
leet a case where the greatest injustice had
been done, and had never been remedied to
this dav. The honorable member for Fitzrov would remember the case very well.
°Mr. BENT.-I wish he and vou would
fOr.Q"et somethine-.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (FitzroV)o-They
were placed junior to those who were iunior
to them prior to the Act by eight or ten
years.
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~fr. BENT.- Thai is right j it has started
off"
Mr. GAUNSOX said that the case he
referred to was one where a Iiumber of
officers were successful in their appeals.
He might never have an opportunity of being in this House again under any circumstances, or, at all eYents, he might not be
in the House as remesentative of the Public Officers, becaus~ their franchise in that
respect was likely to be taken away from
them. Out of thirty-seven who were successful in their app"eals, sixteen were left
out in the cold, and their appointments to
the position tha.t they had won upon appeal were not dated as of the same date
as the officers who were filling the positions
-namely, the caming into operation of the
reclassification Act, which was cited as the
Public Service Act 1900. The Public Service Board made a certlin recommendation.
Thev , certainl v did not recommend that
they' shO'Uld be appointed to the seconuclass position, but the Government eJf the
day-it was the Turner Governmentbrought in a Bill, which was passed in a
special session at the end of the year 1900.
The fourth s'E"Ction of that Act provided that
the Governor in Council, on the recommendation of the Public Service Board, might
do certain things. At that time the Public
Sen-ice Board consisted of three persons.
Now the Board was called the Public ServiCe Commissioner, and it consisted of onl v
one person, and as long as there was only
one person there to be hoodwinked bv the
heads of Departments, one could get no
justice done. He "'anted the Premier to
undPfstand that he was not chaffing, but in
deadly earnest.
Mr. BENT.-I thought perhaps you
wanted me to bring in another Bill.
~rr. GAUNSON said ifI the Premier
would drop the Gaming Suppression Bill
he would have any rjuantity of time to pass
plenty of useful legislation.
l\lr. BENT.-I think the Gaming Bill
will be nothing to it.
Mr. GAUNSON said the fourth section
of that Act gave the Governor in Council
power, after the commencement of the
He might apAct, to do several things.
point any officer who had performed such
work-that was work determined to be of
a higher division or class than the particular class the officer was at the moment
in. But the fourth sub-section of that section provided that before the Board made

Grievances.

a recommendation to the Governor in Council it was to give full consideration to the
claims of all other officers who appliednot consideration to the claims of all officers
who had a right to consideration, but to the
claims of all officers who had a right to consideration, and who chose to apply.. The
then Premier pointed out that it would take
a lifetime to go through all the claims, and
he only provided for those who chose to
look after themselves.
Mr. Topp had
determinedly stopped these sixteen men
from getting their true position.
He
(Mr. Gaunson) held that this was utterlv
~rong from beginning to end" and he had
httle doubt that if the aggrieved officers
went to law thev would be successful. But
it was one thing to tell a man to go to law
and another thing to provide him with a
fund to fight the Government. What happened then was likely to haPRen now. He
might state that he was not mentioning this
on the floor of the House for the first time,
as he called attention to it about a fortnight ago. He said then what he would
state now, and what he knew was true, and
t~at was that the public servants were gettll1g no protection under the existing
system.
Mr. BENT.--I know 250 o£ them have
been squared s\nce vou came along.
Mr. GA UNSON said he knew the Premier had been verv good indeed, and the
officers of the Public Service recognised
that to the full. But here was a case of
the most flagrant and gross injustice that
could be perpetrated. He was going to
give instances in the Education Department in a moment or two. In to-day's Age
there was an article which saidSome vacant positions in the Public Service
are announced in this week's Gaflette.

As he liad said, he was certain that the
public servants did not get the protection
that they ought to enjoy. Nevertheless, all
that they were asking for, and all that he
'wished the Government to concede at the
present juncture, was tnat, in the case of
every vacancv that was going to be filled
up, it should be a sine Qua non that applications should be called for from all persons within the service, so that the claims
of all persons should be considered. by the
Public Service Commissioner. That was a
reasonable thing, and if the Premier would
make a note of it, he would see the inherent justice of, it. It might be said that
that was done, but he knew of cases where
it had not been. done, and he wanted to
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see that it was done in every case whatsoever.
The Public Service Commissioner invites ap·
plications from officers in the general division
(If the service.

This only referred to the general division.
That was a very small thing in the Public
Service as compared with the enormous
amount that was paid by way of salaries
to the whole of the Service. He had the
clerical division particul ad y in his mind's
eye, as well as the professional division,
but the general division consisted of
such persons as warders' attendants at
asylums-Mr. BENT.-I approved of 210 the other
dav.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not think
the Premier would have approved of, it if it
were wrong, and he congratulated the honorable gentleman, if persons should be conPersons
gratulated for doing their duty.
should not wish to be congratulated for
doing their duty.
"Virtue is its own
reward" was a copy-book heading which
he had frequently written when he was a
bov.
~1r. BENT.-The Chief Secretary is all
the time filling them up.
Mr. GAUNSON said the extract was
as follows:Some vacant positions in the Public Service
are announced in this week's Gazette.'
The
Public Service Commissioner invites applications
from officers in the general division of the service for the position of Inspector in the .Department of Public Works at a salary of £216
minimum and £250 maximum.
Applications
are also invited for the positions of pilot and
harbor ll?-aster at Warrnambool at a salary of
£156 minimum and £192 maximum, with an
allowance of £30 a year in lieu of quarters.
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there was no person possessing the required
qualification within the SerVIce, a person
could be taken from outside to fill the
vacancy. This was all regarding the Public Servi<:e he (Mr. Gaunson) was asking
the PremIer to take a note of. He wished
the Premier to see that, in the case of every
vacancy that was to be filled up in the
future, it should be a sine qua non that
applications should be called for by advertisement from within the Service so
that all persons who thought and beli~ved
they had a title to consideration should be
entitled to bring their claims under the notice of the Public Service Commissioner,
in order that he should consider their
claims. It was a grievous thing for him
(Mr. Gaunson) when able men, who had
been long in the Service, and who were
capable of filling high positions, came to
him and told him a vacancy had occurred
in a high position which it was their right
to fill, but that the Government, from motives of economy, so it was said, gave the
duties of tli.at particular office to an officer
who was a junior by twenty years, and got
about £100 or £1 ~o less than had been
paid for the work. Then, when that junior
had reoeived an acquaintance with duties
he ought never to have been intrusted withy
it was said by the senior officer that he was
onl y there for two or three weeks or
months. Not a bit of it. That was only
the thin end of the wedge, and the ide~
was to give that junior a footing, so that
when he had been studying the duties for
tW? or three years he would be capable of
domg the work, and then it would be said
he was the only man who could fill the
position. That was a ridiculous state of
affairs, and it was exactly what Sir George
Turner, in bringing in the Public SerVIce RecIassification Bill, desired to prevent.
Sir George Turner desired that
when vacancies were to be filled the claims
of sehior officers should be considered. In
moving the second reading of the Bill he
said, and his remarks would be found in
Hansard, volume 96, page 303-

Mr. SANGST.ER.-What age are the men
to be?
Mr. GAUNSON said he had no idea.
This paragraph simply announced the fact
that applications were called for within the
Service. That was a proper thing to do.
Mr. BENT.-What about the Government Printer?
Mr. GAUNSON said, as regarded the
While it may be well to reward the menGovernment Printer, the Government were
He
(Mr .. Gaunson) might remark that, in
at perfect liberty to go outside. Under a
special order of their own they were call- conversatIon with Mr. Topp, that gentleing for applications from both inside and man admitted that the circumstance he
outside the Service, but the Public Service (Mr. Gaunson) was about to quote had
Act ordered in a general wav unless the never been dinned into him until he (Mr.
Government had good reasons for doing Gaunson) did so'While it may be well to reward the men who
otherwise, that applications should be
have been doing the work for a number of
called for within the Service; then, if the yea!s. for their past services, to give them the
Public Service Commissioner certified that poslhons over the heads of others would not
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who ought to have got the

Mr. BENT.-His words were one thing
and his law was another.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not know
anything about Sir George Turner's law.
Sir George Turner was a member of the
legal profession, and it was not usual to
speak of the attainments ot members of the
profession in matters of law. Sir George
Turner had practically given up the prime
of his life for the Dead Sea apple of politics. He was, undoubtedly, like the Premier in that respect. If the Premier had
kept out of politics, and had devoted his
enormous energies to making a fortune, he
would be by this time a millionaire.
Mr. BENT.-That is good.
Mr. GAUNSON said, as he had made
that remark, it covered a multitude of sins.
H was not often his voice was heard in the
Chamber on the rights and the wrongs of
the Public Officers. He thought tnat since
the Public Officers had had special representation, and the same thing might honestly be said of the gentlemen representing
the Railways Officers-Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-They
have not spoken much, but so far as you
are concerned, it has been perpetual
motion.
Mr. GAUNSON said he and the honorable members for the Railways Officers had
not troubled the House very much, but as
far as the position of the gentlemen he
(Mr. Gaunson) had the honour to represent was concerned, the Premier, entirely
off his own bat, had been so good as to
anticipate all the wants he (Mr. Gaunson)
could bring under the honorable gentlenian's notice, and had attended to them.
Whether the Premier was nursing him up
as a particular foundling, whom he was
anxious to look after and preserve, he did
not know.
Instead of the Public Officers
being a nuisance to members of the Assembly, as they were said to be in times
past, complaints had never been heard in
the House while he (Mr. Gaunson) was representing them, but now the proper opportunitv was here he wished to take advantage 'of it. He wished to bring under the
notice of the House the case of a detective
named Fryer. He (Mr. Gaunson) appeared
for Fryer on the first day of the hearing
of the case. He believed the hearing extended over several days, but he (Mr.
Oaunson declined to have anything more to
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do with the business because he saw it
was utterly impossible to attempt to' get
justice.
The proceedings were being conducted with such horrid injustice that he
declined to take part in such a disgraceful
business.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.--Is this the Police
Commission?
This was an
Mr. GA UNSON.-No.
inquiry before Inspecting Superintendent
Mahony, where Mr. Meagher was conducting the prosecution on the part of the
Crown. He (Mr. Gaunson) felt bound to
tell Mr. l\l~agher that that gentleman knew,
as a lawyer, that he was doing wrong in
going on with the case, and that it was
the most blackguardly proceeding he (Mr.
Gaunson) had ever seen in his life.
Therefore, he (Mr. Gaunson) declined
to take any further part in such a
farce.
This constable he was referring to
had, under the pretext that he had been
guilty of misconduct affecting the discipline
of the force, been literallv charged with
an indictable offence-that he had obtained
money by false pretences.
He (Mr.
Gaunson) did not care what the language
was that was used. The Chief Secretarv,
as a lawyer, well understood that the la~
guage was nothing.
This constable was
charged with obtaining money on a valueless cheque.
The proof was that he had
borrowed monev, that at the time of borrowing the money he had given no cheque
at all, but that after the borrowing was
over he had given a cheque form by way
of an IOU, or an acknowledgment of
indebtedness, and that at the time of borrowing the money it was not borrowed on
any cheque, nor did Fryer draw or offer
It was quite
any cheque at that time.
clear that he could not be guilty of the
charge brought against him. Superintendent Mahony, who held the inquiry, was
next in point of rank to Mr. O'Callaghan
-both of them came from the detective
force. Mahonv was kno'wn to fame as the
man who went with Weinberg to look
for gold that had been stolen from a
steamer. . Whether it was a put-up thing
or not, Mahonv came back and said that
Weinberg had hit him in the stomach, and
so Weinberg got away. At the inquiry
he was referring to, he took the same objections as he took now-that Superintendent Mahony, who inquired into the case,
was appointed under the order of the
Governor in Council. The Governor in
Council had no authority, as every honor~
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able member knew, to erect a Court of
Criminal Judicature in this country.
A
more unconstitutional thing was never done.
There was an order appointing Mr.
Mahony, and the charge was made
under the Police Regulation Act. Did
any lawyer ever hear of a charge of
misconduct affecting the discipline of the
force being turned into an indictment for a
criminal offence, triable only by a jury of
the countrymen of the person charged? He.
had only mentioned the case because the
constable had sent in a protest.
He (Mr.
Gaunson) was told that after he left the
case, a Mr. Brennan appeared for the constable, and the constable had sent in the
following protest:With reference to the charge of "misconduct against the discipline of the force as a
constable" recently heard by Inspecting Superintendent Mahony, upon which charges he has
found me guilty, and recoll'.mended my dismissal, I beg to protest against such finding
as being(I) Illegal.
(2) Unsupported by the evidence.

This was a point which he wanted the
Government to make a special note of. Let
them, if they liked, send the evidence to
a man accustomed to deal with criminal
charges.
Let them send the evidence to
Mr. Finlayson, and let Mr. Finlayson say
what he thought of a charge of this
kind, and of the evidence adduced in the
hearing of the case.
He (Mr. Gaunson)
was astonished that any man 1?retending to
be a law2'er, whether priefed by the
Crown or not, should attempt to go on with
such a case.
The constable's protest
continued(3) Contrary to the evidence.
(4) Against the weight of the evidence.
I also ·prote,st against the finding on two specific
grounds(I) That neither by virtue of an order
made by the Governor in Council nor
by virtue of the Police Regulation
Act 1890, is there any power what~ver to try a constable of police in
respect of an indicta,ble offence, which
the details of these charges specifically amounted to, in the manner attempted -in this case, 'thereby usurping the functions of a Court of Criminal Judicature.
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Mr. GAUNSON said the statement went
onIt is to be remembered that I am not charged
under section 41 of the Police Regulation Act
1890. That section expressly refers to ''""Superintendent, Inspector, Sub.inspector, or ot!1er
officer above the rank of sergeant," whereas I.
am only a constable of police, and it is only
those officers who are liable to be charged with
conduct rendering it unfit that any such officer
should remain in the police force.

I beg, however, to specifically deny that I
have been guilty of anv conduct rendering it
unfit that I should remain in the police force,
or any misconduct within the meaning of the
Police Regulation Act 18Qo.
Moreover, I venture to remind you that these
charges were reported to and known by you
many months since, and no action was taken
by y'0u against me in respect thereof ..

This letter was addressed to
Commissioner of Police.

the Chief

Mr. GRAHAM.-Then this matter was
known before the Police Commission sat?
Mr. GAUNSON.-Yes, long before. It
was only after that Commission had begun
its inquiries that Fryer was called upon
to make some specific charges against
Macmanamny 1 and he declined to do so.
In the present case, however, the charges
were not made by Fr_ver, but were levelled
against Fryer.
The letter continuedI beg to point out that upon the hearing of
the first of the charges against me, Mr. Gaunson, who had appeared for me .and objected
to the jurisdiction, declined to appear any further after certain evidence had been taken,
alleging that the inquiry was being conducted
in so unfair and improper a manner that it was
a farce and a travesty on justice, and thereupon
ceased to act for me.

It having been proved that a man named
Morrison had lent this man money there
being no cheque at the time, so that he
could not have obtained the monev under
false pretences by virtue of a cheque, it
was incontestable that the charge could not
be sustained. The counsel for the Crown
:wished to ask the clerk of the bank, who
was called, to say whether a cheque :form
that was produced bore the signature of
a person who had an account with the
bank, and he proposed to prove from that
With all due resoect, honorable members clerk that several cheques had been premust be very careful that the Governor in sented to the bank when there was no
Counsel for the Crown was
Council did' not impinge uoon their legal account.
right and erect star chambers in this country. asked whether he had any authoritv for
Mr. BENT.-We have been swearing asking such a question, and Mr. Mahony
against ·that . kind of thing for the last himself at onCe handed down a case bearing
on the question, but the facts in that case
thirty years.

Ventilation of

(ASSEMBLY.]

were that money was lent by virtue of a
cheque which was there and then produced.
He (Mr. Gaunson) was so disgusted that
he broke out, and said to Mr. Meagher,
"This is the most blackguardly thing I
have ever heard in my life. I decline to
appear any further. You are a lawyer, and
should know that you are doing wrong."
Thereupon he retired from the case. He
should feel craven indeed if he failed to
call attention to the way in which an attempt was made to usu-rp the jurisdiction
of a Court of Criminal Judicature. If
that man was guilty of obtaining money
by means of valueless cheques he should
be put on his trial before a jury· of his
countn-men.
That man had been in the
Public Sen' ice for nearly nineteen years,
and had a wife and fa~ily dependi;lg on
He (\Ir. Gaunson) would now deal
him.
with some other matters which had been
mentioned to-night.
The honorable memher for Grenville mentioned a case which,
if the statements made by him were capable of proof, should 'be sent to a jury in
order to determine whether the sheriff and
the machinery proprietors who purchased
the machinerv at a sheriff's. sale, did not
enter into a conspiracv to have a collusive
sale, ,,-hereby they really robbed the unfortunate miners of the wages that were
In his eMr. Gaunson's)
due to them.
opinion prosecutions for conspiracy should
be much more often resorted to in connexion with mining matters than they were.
r t was true that the Minister of Mines
might not be the propE:f person to apply
to for redress.
He thought the Premier
was the proper person to take action. and
that the honorable gentleman would do
righth' if he called for the papers, and
made some inquiries for himself, in order
to see whether there was a. fit case for the
proseclltion of further inquiries.
That
was onlv' fa.ir, because it was said that
whilst this case was probably capable of
proof, there were dozens of other cases
of a similar character, and if a man was
punished in a well-known case of this
kind it would .strike terror into the hearts
of evil-doers.
He must congratulate the
honorable member for Grenville upon
sticking to his guns,: and bringing- the matter forward again. There could not be a
shadow of doubt if the honorable member's statements were true-and he (Mr.
Gaunson) especially used the word "if"
-that there was some ground for a prosecution. In some cases the sheriff was the
'special agent of the plaintiff, and not· a
Mr. Gaunson.
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Government officer at all, but if the
sheriff in this case acted as a Government
officer there was no reason why he should
not be punished if he were a guilty man.
The sheriff stated that he had only an
h<?ur to walk six miles to the mine, but a
WItness was produced who said that the
sheriff arrived at the mine at eleven o'clock.
The sheriff said that not only did he have
the six miles to walk within the hour, but
. one of the hands of his watch fell off.
PerhaDs one of his gloves fell off also.
It was the most cock-and-bull story he (Mr.
Gaunson) had ever heard in his life, but
here was a witness who said, "I droye
the sheriff to the mine, and he arrived at
eleven o'clock in the dav." There was no
getting away from that statemeIlt.
The
man a1so said that the mine was onlv
three miles from the station. There wer-e
others, no doubt. 'who could check the
driver a9 to the time. If these statements
were true it was for a iury to sav whether the sheriff was guilty or not.
He
(i\f r. Gaunson) knew that if he believed
that testimony he would find him guilty
without any hesitation. The Premier would
do wiselv, and would make friends of the
whole mining community by doin!! a simple
act of iustice in a matter of this kind.
The honorable member for Grenville practicallv staked his seat upon the truth of
the statements he made.
The honorable
member had made inauiry into them, and
"vas not acting rashlv or recklesslv. Now
he (Mr. Gaunson) came to a more important matter. He had started upon the Public Service, and now he came to the Fublic Service again. He did not want the
House to understand for one moment that
in the matter he was about to mention) he
was in any way challenging the action of
the Minister of Public Instruction.
The
Minister did not appear in the matter at
all.
But there was a certain gentleman,
a Mr. Fussell, who had been recommended for the position of senior inspector
in the Education DeDartment over the
heads of three officers who were senior'
to him. some of them bv many vears. Mr.
Fussell had been recommended by the
Director of Education, and that recommendation had been acceDted, notwithstanding
the fact of an appeal bv two out of the
three officers. One of those officers would
not appeal to the Public Service Commissioner, probabl y because by this time he.
knew what a farce the whole thing was.
The recommendation of the Director of
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Education had been accepted by the Public Service Commissioner who had nominated Mr. Fussell for appointment by the
Governor in Council.
The appointment
had not yet been made. If the Premier
would give the matter his attention for one
moment he would see that the comolaint
that had been made was not altogether
without some deep foondation.
He (Mr.
Gaunson) was now adverting to the subject of the lack of real protection to the
officers of the Public Service. He would
read the protest which had been addressed
by one of the officers to the Minister of
Public Instruction, and a copy of which
had been forwarded to him .(Mr. Gaunson).
He did not understand it to be confidential, and as it was not marked confidential
he would take it on himself to read it. It
was as follows:Ballarat, 20lh August, 1906.
The Honorable
The:: Minister of Public Instruction.
Sir,
In accordance WIth your verbally-expressed
wish, I have the honour to make the following
statement respecting my anneal against the recommendation and nomination of Mr. A. Fussell for the position of Senior Inspector of
Schools.
With respect to the nomination by the Public
Service Commissioner, with all due deference
to that gentleman, I submit that the statement
made by him to me that he "intended to take
no notice of anything I had said about Mr.
Fussell," gives an unfair advantage to the recommended candidate.

Just fancv a Public Service Commissioner
who dared to say such a thing. as that!
:\1r. 'BENT .-At any rate, vou will have
hard work to get over him. i know I cannot.
Mr. GAUNSON said he knew what he
would do. He would revert to the old system or having three Commissioners, and
then you would know where you were.
Mr. BENT.-If it t.akes seven weeks to
pass a Gaming Bill, how long would it
take to pass a Bill like that?
Mr. GAUNSON said the Government
had brought in a Gaming Hill which everybodv outside exclaimed against ·as being
horrid. The letter continuedI do not say that the Commissioner intended
to give an unfair advantage to Mr. Fussell--

He (Mr. Gaunson) did not say that himself.
He did not say the CommiSSIOner was dishonest. Of course, if he thought the Commissioner was dishonest, he wuuld ask to
have him chucked out.
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Mr. BAlLEs.-Is that the Fussell who
was up at Bendigo? If so, he should be
reversed, not promoted.
Mr. GAUNSON sand he did not know
anything about the g.entleman. He might
be a good man for all he (Mr. Gaunson)
knew.
Mr. BAILES.-A good man gone wrong.
Mr. GAUNSON said the letter proceeded~

but I do say that the effect of Mr. Topp's decision is to give such an advantage that it is
impossible for an appellant to succeed. And
for the following reasons :-When the officers
of the Department have recommended an
officer for any position, they are sure
to say all they can in his favour and
little or nothing against him. The other candidates may expect, on the ·other hand, to have
as much as possible said against them and little
or nothing for them. If, therefore, no notice
tie taken of anything they may say about the
recommended candidate, he is protected, and
his nomination 'is an almost absolute certainty.
An appeaJ to the Commissioner is ·useless, and
that being so, it cannot be contended that the
rights of public servants are safeguarded, un·
less they can with some hope of success appeal
to the Minister, and through him, to the Executive Council.

And this was what he (Mr. Gaunson) was
practically doing. He was really appealing to the colleagues of the Minister of
Public Instruction who were in this Chamber.
Mr. BENT .-If you are doing that, where
is the other side, so that we can hear it?
Mr. GAUNSON said life was too short
to enable the Premier to hear everything,
but the honorable gentleman had heard a
little to-night that ougl1t to frighten him.
Mr. BENT.-Frighten me !
Mr. GAUNSON said the Premier must
see that the Government did not get such
a blessed bargain as they thought.
The
honorable member for Bendigo West rarely
spoke in the House, but when he did speak
what he said carried weight.
The honorable member backed up the honorable
member for Bendigo East, and he (Mr.
Gaunson) thanked the honorable member
for Bendigo East for coming out on the
floor of the House and exposing a " job."
He (Mr. Gaunson) spoke pretty straight.
Mr. BENT.-If you are appealing. to us,
where is the evidence on the other side?
Mr. GAUNSON. - Let the Premier
listen to it.
Mr. BENT.-Have you got both sides?
Mr. GAUNSON said first he had got
Fussell recommended by Tate, and Fussell
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nominated by Topp.
That was ev~dence
on the one side--tip-top men-of course,
tip.-Topp men. The letter continued-

And what greater recommendation could
there be? lmita'tion was the sincerest form
of flattery-

When the Public Service Commissioner heard
my appeal, Mr. Tate laid great stress on the
fact that the Chief Inspector and 'the Assistant
Chief Inspector had, without any hint from
him, recommended Mr. Fussell.
Mr. Tate,
however, does not take into consideration the
fact, that though he may not have said one word
to either of the two officers mentioned in order
to influence them in their choice, he had by his
acts in a most unmistakable manner indicated
his preference for Mr. Fussell. The Director
virtually appointed Mr. Fussell Senior Inspectoo" some months ago (Mr. Fussell has even
signed letters "pro Director "), and that fact
must have been known to the Chief Inspector
and Assistant Chief Inspector when they recommended Mr. Fussell. It ,is not likely that
they would oppose the will of the Director.

I submit that an Inspector of Schools may
have done all that Mr. Fussell claims to have
done, and yet be a complete failure as an Inspector of Schools.
For more than forty years I have been engaged in the work of primary education-the
last twenty years as Inspector of Schools.
During the whole of that time not one word
of complaint about my work has reached my
ears. I know that I have do!!e my duty without fear or favour, and, though not a popularity
hunter, have gamed the "respect and esteem
of the teachers." I cannot but feel it a gross
injustice to be superseded by Mr. Fussell.
If there is no other way out of the difficulty,
I submit, that cerlain clauses of Act '1777 should
be repealed, and an independent hoard should
be appointed to hear all such appeals as this.
I have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,
A. JACKSON,
Inspector of Schools.

He (Mr. Gaunson) should think not. Poor
old Swindley, the chief inspector, was over
sixty years of age, and ought to be sent
about his business.
Mr. ELMsLIE.-A decent old ch:ap.
Mr. GA UNSON asked what did the
The
honorable member know about him?
letter continuedIt seems to me only too evident, that the
Director is ignoring a most important consideration, namely, that a most essential part of an
inspector's duty is judicial. He has to judge
the teachers, and, what ,is of greater importance,
he has to see that justice is done to the children. In the exercise of this judicial function,
not one of the candidates whom it is proposed
to supersede need fear comparison with the recommended candidate.
Could' he have been
considered a good judge of teachers when the
Permanent Head of the pepartment proposed
at one time to send him back to the' teaching
staff on account of his relations with his teachers?
There hav'e been newspaper controversies, and, doubtless, there are many official
papers in the Education Office (not produced, in
all. ~robability before the Commissioner) all
~mtlllg to Mr. Fussell's inability to do justice.
At the request of the Director, Mr. Fussell
enumerated all his virtues.

He (Mr. Gaunson) could imagine what took
place. Tate said to Fussell, " Now, Fussell, relate to the Commissioner all vour
virtues. Put your best leg foremost .. and
tell him all the good things you ever did."
The whole thing w,as monstrous. To say
that public officers were protected!
He
(Mr. Gaunson) said it was the greatest farce
that he had ever heard of in his lifeHe has held teachers' congresses, has addressed teachers frequently, &c. In short, he
has always been a feeble imitator of the
Director.

Now here was a 'statement that there was
no geumg away from. He (Mr. Gaunson)
had another statement from another of the
inspectors who was passed over, compl.aining of what had been done. But, as he
saw it was headed (( Confidential," he did
not feel himself able to use it. But here
was a distinct complaint, and he 'w.anted to
know whether we were being governed as
the people of Russia were being governed
-by despotism--or whether we were being
governed under law? He wanted to know
what protection there was for these poor
people who were in the Public Service, and
who, under the new legislation, which Parliament had recently passed, if it became
law, dared not open their mouths to complain to anv Member of Parliament whatever. He now wished to refer to another
case. He had mentioned the case of Fryer,
and he would like to mention the case of
·a constable who he thought had been very
badlv used.
He referred to ·Constable
Lizars. and the facts were shortly these:
Constable Lizars saw in the Polic; Gazette
a notification that the authori.ties at Natal
had issued a warrant for felony against a
man named Brown. Lizars had reason to •
believe that this man Brown was in Victoria,
and he apprehended him. The man was
brought before justices, and discharged for
want of any warrant-from Natal, at all
events.
Brown then brought an action
against Lizars in the Countv Court, claiming damages.
When that action was
brought, the Chief Commissioner of Police
wrote a memorandum to this effect-he (Mr.
Gaunson) did not pretend to give the exact
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words-" Let the constable defend the action, and when the proceedings are ended
the matter will be submitted in the usual
way to see whether the Government will or
will not pay his expenses." Brown's action in the County Court resulted in a verdict for the defendant. Brown applied for
a new trial, which. was refused. He appealed to the Supreme Court, and the Supreme Court held that there was no foundation for an appeal-that the man had
lost his right to appeal. The question as
to whether the constable was legally in the
right in arresting Brown did not appear to
have been argued in the Supreme Court,
although there was one passage in the judgment of Chief Justice Madden that he (Mr.
Gaunson) thought might reasonably be read
as being to the effect that the constable was
perfectly justified in arresting Brown.
However, that question did not appear to
have been argued, and this might have been
• a stray expression of the Chief Justice's,
and might not have been intended to go to
the length to which it appeared to him (Mr.
Gaunson) to be competent to say it went.
Then there was an appeal to the
High Court' by t'he plaintiff Br'own.
The High Court held against the Full
Court that he was entitled to a new trial
. law there was no power to'
and that m
arrest for felon v \vithout a warrant when
the felony was JaUeged to have been committed in a foreign possession, such as we
regarded Natal to be.
Then he put in
his application for costs, and Mr. O'Callaghan referred to a regulation that had no
bearing on the costs at a1l j he referred
to a regulation. in the PoNce Gazette,
which said that where there was a
warrant issued from any of the adjoining coloni'es, which would mean
colonies on the mainland of Australia, the
constable was not to arrest without communicating with his officer.
The Government accepted Mr. O'Callaghan's ipse
dixit, and notwithstanding that Mr. D'Callaghan said the man had no right to arrest
without a warrant he led that man on to
. incur the cost of defending the action, telling him that when the case was ended the
matter would h~ submitted to the Government.
Mr. O'Callaghan pretended to be
a lawyer, and he had written a code full
of errors in regard to the law of the land.
It was the most absurd code ever printed,
notwithstanding Mr. Finlayson's imprima'tur, and vet it was adopted.
That man
was doing what he thought was right, and
was acting within his duty as a constable.
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was he to~now the law as the High
Court of AustralIa knew it?
1\1r. BENT.-Are you likely to go on
until half-past ten?
1\1r. GAUNSQN said he did not want
to do so.
Mr. BENT.-If you are going to keep on
till then, a good many members may go
home.
Mr. GA UNSON said he could go on till
then if necessary.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - We want to do
some work.
Mr. BENT .-Call this work?
Mr GAUNSON said that as the case of
BoydeIr-Mr. BENT.-Leave that to the honorable
member for Bendigo East.
Mr. GAUNSON said the teachers had
cold him that the whole Department was
seething, but none of them were game to
come out, because they were afraid of
their bread and butter.
He told them
they were a set of cowards, but at the
same time he did not wonder at their in.
action.
He was aware of the trouble
()ver Brough Smythe's case, when the
whole of the officers signed a round-robin
against him.
He did not want to say
anything against Mr. Tate, but he thought
he was a round man in a square hole, and
was not fit for his position.
The Government t~ought they had a prodigy, and
let them stlck to him. Bovdell' s case had
a most unpleasant smell, -but it was not
necessary to belittle Clark.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).You cannot.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not get
percentages in respect to pupils that the
other man got.
That could not be denied. Clar k never got the percentages, in
respect to pupils that Baydell got. It
was clear that Clark got the cream of 3.11
the pupils.
All the English companies
were sending their pupils to him in order
to have them put through in the most accessible manner possible.
It was not so
at Bendigo.
It was not necessary, however, to take Clark's position into review, but to hold him up because of his
Universitv training was absurd.
There
'were hundreds of duffer~ who could write
M.A. or LL.B. after their names, but who
were not worth a rapt. Bovdell had some
practical training, but Clark had none.
Something was said by the honorable member for Bendigo East about the ourchase of
pianos.
He (Mr. Gaunson) did not know
whether the Speaker recollected in his
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early days Rossini's Barber of Seville. In
that the Count Almaviva entered singing
" Piano! Piano!" and so the honorable
member for Bendigo East to-night sang.
" Piano."
He did not want to blame the
Minister of Public Instruction, for he did
not think that gentleman would have entered into such a wild-cat scheme unless he
had been egged on by the Director of Education. He had read of the Director wanting to brighten up the children's minds by
the use ot the piano. He (Mr. Gaunson)
did not yield to Mr. Sachse or any man in
the House or outside in regard to a kno\\"ledge of music. He knew "B" from a bull's
foot.
Of all the instruments that were
a source of annovance to mankind, there
was nothing worse than the piano in a
school or an hotel. There was not one person in 200 who could play the piano. properly. The Education Gazette, .p~bhshe~
under the authority of the MInIster of
Public Instruction, contained an order for
200 pianos.
There was no doubt that not
one line went into this Gazette that the
Director of Education did not supervise.
What was the statement made in that
Gazette on the 20th October with regard to
pianos for schools?
The Di rector poked
his nose into things he did not understand,
and gave a f'R.rtificate of compet~ncy ~n
connexion with the School of Mmes In
Bendigo.
What did he know about it?
1\1r. BOYD.-He knows as much about
his business as you know about yours, I
suppose.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Was he a metallurgist or a mineralogist?
Mr. BAILES.-A mixioIogist.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Yes, a mixioIogist.
The Gazette statedPianos for Schools.-With the desire to bring
the acquisition of a school piano within the
reach of all schools, the honorable the Minister
has decided to assist teachers and Boards of
Advice to purchase approved instruments on
specially low terms.
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might as well use her feet as her hands on
it.
Two hundred pIanos, and the ears of
the young people ruined!
The instrument could not be kept in tune, and after
two or three hot days in our climate bang
it would go, and it would be a jingle for
There were some
the rest of the year.
2,000 or 3,000 schools.
There
Mr. BENT.-YOU are w~ong.
are onl v 2,002.
l\!r. GAUNSON said he was right, because he said between 2,000 and 3,000.
He liked to be accurate.
He did not
blame the Minister of Public Instruction
at all, though he made a wrong bargain.
He must have been egged on to it by that
man who talked about brightening up the
lives of the young children by teaching
them to play on the piano.
He supposed
thev would perform a Schumann concerto,
a Beethoven sonata, or a tarantelle by
Raff or some other fellow.
The P remier would recollect when they went to the •
Theatre Royal and heard Winterbottom on
the bassoon".
That was a treat for the
gods.
Mr. BENT.-And G. V. Brooke.
i\Ir. GAU~SON.-And O'Callaglzan on
his Last Legs.
.
lUr. BOYD.-And Gaunson on the flute.
Mr. GAUNSON.-The Gazette went on
to sayMr. Sachse has, after careful inquiry into
the merits of the Perzina piano, come to an
arrangement with Mr. Hugo Wertheim--

Mr. BAILES.-You should pronounce it
" Vertheim."
Mr. GAUNSON.-Ah, Carl Maria von
Weber!
for the supply of 200 Perzina pianos for use
in State schools. These pianos will be supplied to any schools which remit a sum of
£24 to this office. A ten years' guarantee will
be given with each piano! ami if desired an instrument will be sp~ciaIlv selected by a leading
expert-

Who was to be the judge of the leading
That was like a drummer going round the expert"-Sachse or Tate?
Mr. BENT.-Marshall-HaIl.
countn·.
Mr. GAUNSON said Marshall-Hall ,vas
He is therefore prepared to add a sum of
money to that subscribed or otherwise raised gone.
1\1r. BENT .-But he will be here again
locally.
He fancied he could see a school teacher bv-and-bv.
banging at the piano ano teaching the chil- - Mr. GAUNSON.-The Gazette went on
dren to sin~ "The Hen Convention," to sayon payment of a small fee. Pianos will be
II The Camp Town Races," O'r" \ViIlie, We
free of cost to schools in the metrohave 'Missed You "-something tender and delivered
politan area. For transmission to the country,
most original.
Or he 'fancied he saw a the pianos will be delivered at the railway
'-0l1l1g lady playing the piano who did not station, Melbourne, free of cost, but freight
know the first rule as to touch j he must be paid by the purchaser. The nrice of
fancied he saw her banging at' it.
She the piano to be supplied would in the ordinary
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course of trade be £72. It will be understood
that pianos thus obtained through the Education Department will remain the property of
the school-

Mr. GAUNSON said the honorable
member for Gippsland South only referred
to it. This was t~ report-

The teacher was not to be allowed to put
'S
it up the spout; he could not go to hI
uncle and raise a 'few quid on it-

Mr. Sachse said the announcement
Gazette was a straightforward one-

in

the

There was nothing in the Gazette about
Australian or Victorian pianos.
It was
only about the Perzina. He did not knmy
what Perzina pianos were. There were so
many makers since he used to play.
Mr. BENT.-Who comes next?
Is not
there some one else good .for a quarter of
an hour?
Mr. GAUNSON said when he heard the
Ah! The Department said, "We. will act name Perzina he could not help t.hinking
as the agents. for Mr. Von WertheIm. We. of maizena.
will collect the spondulics for hi~. We
Mr. BENT .-1 think it IS time Sangster
wiijl only charge you £24, ladles and had a turn now.
gentlemen; down with the dust, and we
Mr. GAUNSON said the Government
will advance to our friend Hugo Von Wer- knew he was the most faithful supporter
theim, the time-payment man, th~ other they had when they went right.
• £12." This was a small transactIon. It
1\1r. BENT.-I wish you would go into
Opposition until the Gaming Suppression
was only a matter of £7,200.
:Mr. COLECHIN.-Was it fixed up over Bill is passed, at any rate.
sauerkraut or a champagne lunch?
Mr. GAUNSON said he could under~Mr. GAUNSON said it was not done in stand now how it was that the members of
that way. The l\'1iniste: of Public. Instruc- the Labour Party did not like his sitting
tion was a bit of a musIcal enthusIast. He behind them shooting at them.
played a bit, he sang a bit, and he danced
Mr. BOYD rose to a point of order. He
a bit at State balls. Altogether he was an asked whether there was anything in the
Admirable Crichton. The honorable mem- Standing Orders to prevent continual repeber for Toorak said the honorable gentle tition regarding the Perzina pianos· that
man was good at wind instruments.
the House had heard so much .about from
l\,fr. BAYLEs.-I did not say SO"
the honorable member?
The SPEAKER.-I do not recognise
Mr. GAUNSON said that being so, he
did not intend to compete with the Minister any repetition in what the honorable memat all. If he was ever appointed Minister ber has said. This, as the honorable memof Public Instruction he would take a few ber knows, is "grievance day," and honlessons on the organ and play "God Save orable members have the widest latitude to
the Queen."
discuss any grievance they pl'ease.
1\1r. BENT.-YOU would not. You would
1\1r. BOYD said there was another diffiput the stop in.
culty. If the honorable member took all
Mr. GAUNSON said where the Fremier night how were other honorable members
did him an injustice was in forgetting that going to get a chance to air their grievit was much more pleasant for any honor- ances?
able member to say kindly things of men
The SFEAKER.-Th.at is no concern of
and institutions. In doing so he made no mme.
enemies., and he certainly made friends. It
Mr. GAUNSON said this was a verY
was a most invidious and unpleasant posi- important matter, for £7,200 worth of
tion to have to say unpleasant things about pianos was no joke. Fancy the whole lot
men, and to can into question their sup- of them being kept in tune! I t was as bad
posed shortcomings, and no one would seek as when Charles V. gave up the Emperorto do it unless, he felt compelled.
He ship of Germany .and the Kingship of
hoped the Premier would make that allow- ~pain, and retired to the monastery of St.
ance for him. What did the Minister say Just, and tried to regulate a couple of
in to-night's 1-1 erald about the Perzina hundred clocks. He could not keep them
pianos?
all going at the same time, and he said~
Mr. BENT.-We h.ave had that already. "How, then, in the name of fortune shall I
It was read. by Mr. Livingston.
ever be able to regulate the consciences of
and must not be removed without the authority
of the Minister. In the event of a school being
closed the piano will become the property of
the Department, to be used in some other
school in the locality. Should it be desired to
obtain immediately delivery of a piano on
deferred payments, this can .be arrang·ed by
sending a proposal through thIS Department to
Mr. Wertheim.
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my subjects?" All these 200 pianos had to
be tuned. Anybody who knew what it was
to be in a house with a piano out of tune
would admit that it was enough to drive
him into the madhouse. It would not be
right for him to decry the Perzina piano,
for the simple reason that he had never seen
it. It might be good. It might be the
very best of its kind, h.aving regard to the
price, but'£36 was not cheap.
Pianos
were sold on time payment for £48, at £1
a month, so it took four years to buy one
on that basis.
Mr. BENT .-K 0, you pay two years, and
throw it up.
~lr. GAUNSON said he did not do.
business that wav. It was absolutelv certain that if a ma~ paid cash down he" could
get a piano much cheaper, and that the
people of the country were rooked right
and left in the price of pianos went without Sc1.ying. Without expressing an opinion
of the goodness or badness of these instruments, he thought £36 was a very stiff
price, and when it was said that the Department were getting a piano for which
the public would be charged £72 it went
without saying that the public were most
tremendousl'\' swindled.
The Minister of
Public Instruction, In to-night's Herald,
was reported thusThe announcement in the Gazette was a
straightforward one, and did not, in his opinion,
require much explanation. It had been the
cllstom of the Department for the last two or
three vears to subsidize local effort as much as
possibie in connexion with the improvement of
school buildings and surroundings. 'iVhere such
assistance had been given, it was generally to
the extent of pound for pound. In this instance
he proposed to give £1 for every £2 raised
locally for the purchase or a piano.
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the country. The honorable member had
also been good enough to tell him-he did
not think the honorable member meant it
to be so private that he ought not to use it
-that any man could go to the country and
win his election upon denouncing such a
thing as this.
There' never was a more
dangerous piece of business introduced into
Parliament than when the honorable member for Bendigo East threw this bombshell
on the floor of the House to-night. It was
only an old soldier like the Premier that
knew how to allay the rising storm. Had
it gone on the honorable gentleman's Ministry would have been ruined.
Mr. BAILEs.-Ministries have gone out
on less.
Mr. GAUNSON said there was no doubt
of it, and they would deserve it, but the
young man who was the Ministerial head
of the Department was not to blame.
Mr. BENT.-Archbishop Carr bought ten.
Mr. GAUNSON said Archbishop Carr
knew a good thing when he saw it.
He
dared say these pianos were very good and
perhaps they were cheap at the price, but
at the same time were we to be told in
this country that none but Germans need
apply? We were being treated to everything that was German.
Mr. BENT.-Don't you forget that Victoria is included in it, and Victoria is the
universe.
Mr. GAUNSON said that was not stated
in the document.
Mr. BENT.-It says so in the letter.
Mr. BAILEs.-There is not a word about
it in the notice.
Mr. GAUNSON said it was stated hereIf £24 were subscribed locally the Department would give £12. Mr. Bent' had iieveral

'He (~Ir. Gaunson) stopped at that point to times, when speaking publicly. said that he
call the attention of honorable members to would like to see a piano in every State
whJat a solid member of the Assembly- school.
the honorable member for Lowan-had God forbid! bid we want to see every
said to-night, that the country people girl who had to earn her living at the washwould not hear of this notion about buying tub thumping away at a piano? He had
gimcrack pianos, because every piano was played a piano for more than fifty years,
'a gimcrack piano in a school-and could play it now if he liked.
Mr. BENT.~You are playing it to-night.
:Mr. BENT.-The Methodist Ladies' College buy them.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would not look
The at Sachse when he was sitting down at a
Mr. GAUNSON. - ~Iethodist!
honorable gentleman might as well talk to piano.
him about the disciples of Christ. MethoMr. BENT.-See how jealous he is bedists bought anything that was che.ap and cause Sachse is an organist!
nastv. The honorable member for Lowan
Mr. GAUNSON said he recollected, as
said" that the country people would not hear a young man, hearing Charles Edward
of this sort of thing when they were in want Horsley, the greatest musician who ever
of the real necessities of scholastic life in came to tnis country for teaching the organ.
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He (Mr. Gaunson) went to St. Fr.ancis'
Church, and sat down at ~he organ along
with him, and Horsley started to teach
him how to use the pedal. He (Mr. Gaunson) began to laugh so much that he. could
not go on with the lesson, and he dId ~ot
go on with the ~econd. It took an artist
to play the organ.
That man was the
favorite pupil of :\Iendelssohn.
:Mr. COLECHIN.-You are not used to getting your wind from your legs.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not get his
brains frum the honorable member's head.
Mr. COLECHIN.-You had too much leg,.
work with that organ.
'Mr. GAUNSON said he heard some
honorable member correct him in the pronunciation of the name of the Minister of
Public Instruction. The name was not pronounced "Socksav." The honorable gentleman was a sci~n of the ducal house of
Saxe-Coburg Mr. Wertheim had come forward and made
what he (the Minister) regarded as a most
generous ofTer, and he had availed himself of
it. Pianos usually solei at £72 were offered
at £36. Mr. Tate, the director, had informed
him-

He thought Mr. Tate would come in somehowMr. Tate, the Director, had informed him that
the Perzina was a most suitable piano for
schools, and was used by the Marshall-Hall
Conservatorium, and by ladies' colleges.

:Mr. BENT.-They have a rich. fruity
tone.
Mr. GAUNSON said in his young days
rich, fruity tone" was a; term that was
applied to a man's vocal organ.. Henry
Wnarton, who was the grandest S1l1ger he
had ever heard, not excepting Santley, had
a voice like the continuous running of oil,
with no break in it; but, with regard to an
instrument, one talked about its "velvety
tone." It was stated here that the Perzina. piano ,vas used by the ~larshal1-Hall
Conservatorium and by ladies' colleges.
1\h. BENT. - It has a responsive and
subtle touch.
Mr. GAUNSON said it was a double
swingle-tree, double-backed arrangement-

"a

Mr. Vv'ertheim had presented the Continuation Schooi, before it was opened, with a black
grand piano, worth 200 gui?eas, and when
another instrument was requIred would take
onlv the bare cost of importing it.

H;w generous -! A sprat to catch a mackerel. He supposed the legs of that piano
were clothed in linen, and that it was
covered with hessian when it was shut, so
Session
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as to prevent the mice from getting into it,
and to keep out the dustOf course Mr. vVertheim had an eye to advertisement, 'as probably he expected children-

That was a very fine thing. But he saw
he had not quite finished the sentenceas probably he e"pected children would speak
well of his instrument to their parents.

Fancy Jemima Ann going home from a
country school, across the convenient bogs,
on a nice, gentle, tender winter afternoon,
with her little bare feet, and saying to her
mother, II Oh, ma, we have got a Perzina at
school. Oh, ma, don't bother to fry any
~hops for pa; let him fry chops for himself. Let us have a Perzina piano, and we
will play the 'Edinburgh Quadrilles' for
you, ma." VI as it not lovely? It would
probably be the tune the cow died of-that
lovely, charming Irish melody which was so
beautiful.
:Mr. BENT.-A firm which presents such
stEong evidence of artistic intentions.

Mr. GAUNSON ,said it was enough to
make the Speaker sink through his chair.
Artistic intentions!
"~Yhat are your in"They are most artistic."
tentions ?"
Wertheim went up to Von Sachse, and said,
"Mein freund, mein intentions are artisVill you fork up that £36 per
teec.
piano?
That is my artis-teec intention,
mein friend " "It is suggested," said Our representative,
"that you are giving an unfair preference and
prominence to one firm! ,. "This is the only
firm," replied the Minister, "that has come forward and made an offer or bothered about the
matter; but, as a matter of fact, there is. no
undue preference."

Mr. BAILEs.-The only firm that got a
whisper to come forward.
Mr. GA UNSON said he would ask the
honorable member to allow him to continueI have expressly stipulated, in my agreement
with Mr. Wertheim, that if a Victorian or Australian manufacturer comes forward and makes
a similar offer to the Department, I will accept
it.

Mr. BENT.-Victorian means the Commonwealth, doesn't it? [t means the whole
world.
Mr. GAUNSON said the Minister went
on to saySo much the better if we can get Victorian
or Australian. There is nothing to prevent peo.
pie ignoring my notification and making their
own arrangements.
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Von Sachse was the greatest man that ever
lived. Talk about the Prussian Minister
of Education, he was not in it-

He held a letter in his hand-he did not
know who wrote it-in which the writer'
said-

"But WIll you subsidize any independent
local effort to' the extent of £12?"
"Ce,rtainly, but on two conditions. One is
that the piano must be a good one, and not an
inferior one; and the other is that the piano
must become the property Qf the school."

Mr. Beale told a friend of mine this afternoon that the Department have not asked him
for a price, and that a State school teacher who
was in treaty for a piano for his school had
said to him, "I don't want your piano. The
Department will get me one for £24." That is
a good retort to the letter from the Department to vVertheim.

He would like to put Von Sachse to judge
while Tate was playing the piano, and then
he would like tv put Tate to judge while
Von Sachse played. Some people played
in such a way, to .speak vulg.arly, as to
knock the guts out of a piano--

He would be very sorry indeed to insinuate
there was anything in the nature of a job
in connexion with this matter, but others
would do that.
The outside firms were
Your action is also taken exception to on the doing so already, and he wanted to pre·
ground that filters, which the Department has vent a great Department-and the chardeclined to provide, are more essential than acter of the country depended very largely
pianos. What do you say on that point?
on the way the Education Department was
The l\finister dismissed the filters in a long managed~from a smirch or a blemish. The
sentence, the substance of which was that Premier had said he would put his foot
filters were very good, but that the chil- down, and honorable members knew what
dren preferred tv drink \VCLter that was that meant.
He thought when the Prenot filtered.
mier came to reflect as to whether the honMr. COLECHIN.-Is it a fact that he said orable member for Bendigo East tendered
that?
his remarks in a friendlv or an unfriendly
Mr. GAUNSON said he was giving a way on this matter. which was almost
short interpretation of it, and was putting enough to wreck this or any other Adit in his own wayministration-The Department has taken the stand that
Mr. BAILES.-1 assure you I did not do
filters shQuld be provided locally. Serviceable
it in any unfriendly manner.
Ii I teTs can be obtained for 35S. each, and the
Mr. BENT .-1 have said it three times.
Department has announced that it has made
special arrangements for them to be supplied
Mr. '\iVARDE.-You have not said it
at that rate.
nicel yonce.
I t did not seem to have made any arrange:Mr. GAUNSON said he would just say
ments for the filters to be cleaned periodi- a word or two with regard to the conduct
callv.
of the Exhibition trustees.
No doubt the
Mr. ANSTEY.-Are the filters subsidized? trustees in leasing the Exhibition intended
Mr. GAUNSON said the report con- to comply with the provisions of the
tinuedSports Betting Suppression Act, and an\'
Besides, I am not sure, if the Department
lessee acting apart from that because the
spent a large sum in providing filters for
schools, that the effect would be so good as some trustees had in their lease incorrectly
people think.
The youngsters WQuld drink quoted the Act, must ~t the same tirr:e
filtered water at school and unfiltered water on know what was intended.
the way home, and possibly also at home. But
Mr. BENT.-'Ve dissent from that. We
,mely the two questions can be discussed apart.
acted
rightly. We have a good lawyer to
I'm ma,king an effort to brighten up the lives
back us up this time.
,)f school children, and. a generous offer being
made, why should not I take advantage of it?
'Mr. GAUNSON said it was no good
T f other firms want to be generous, too, let us
talking about a geod lawyer.
hear what they have to say. If they are VicMr. BENT.-You admit he is a good
torian or Australian manufacturers so much the
lawyer.
t>"'tter.
Mr. GAUNSON said he admitted noHe understood there was an Australian
manufacturer vf pianos, and that his name thing. Was there one good lawyer in the
"'as Beale. He (Mr. Gaunson) had never wor ld ? Was there one good person in
p1aved on Beale's pianos. He had got the world? An able lawyer was another
rather disgusted with playing on pianos, matter.
Mr. BENT .-He is an able lawyer then.
and was beginning to think it was time
Mr. GA UNSON said it was a -fact that
to sav his prayers and to reckon up his
arcounts for another world, where he in error the correct r.itation of the Act huf
was told there would be no piano playing. not been adopted. What had been done was
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that the lessee had covenanted that he would
put the Betting Suppression Act in force.
There was no such Act on the statute-book.
What occurred was at the top of the page
of the book-and he had occasion to look
at it for the purpose of advising his
client-Mr. BENT.-What, your client?
Mr. GAUNSON said the person he was
referring to was his client in these matters. At the top of the page was printed
"Betting Suppression Act."
Mr. OUTTRIM.-Sports Betting Suppression Act.
Mr. GAUNSON .-No, but the first
clause saidThis Act may be cited as the Sports Betting
Suppression Act.

There was merely a clerical mistake, and
both parties must have known what was
meant.
The trustees knew what they intended. and no doubt they brought their
intention under notice of the other party.
Therefore, it was not fair to rely on a
mere technicality of that kind.
It had
heen stated to-night, and he thought the
trustees were satisfied-knowing what he
(Mr. Gaunson) did of the man they had
good reason to be satisfied-that the lessee
said. "I will take care that the provisions
of the Act shall be observed, although the
notices have not been given." It was not
mandatorv for the lessee or the trustees
to issue notices. The owner for the time
he-ing-the lessee-or his servants might
('ollar any person by the scruff of the
neck and sav "Although I have taken
monev from vou and got your ticket, I
ran put vou out."
Upon the authority
of Wood v. Leadbitter, where the Earl of
E glinton issued a ticket to a man to view
races and turned him out without rhvme
or reason, he was allowed to do so. Mr. WARDE.-Did he tum him out without any cause?
Mr. GAUNSOK.-Yes j and the case
was decided as he had stated.
He did
not venture to say that if that were investigated full v now the position would be
upheld, but that was the position of the
Court of Exchequer-the great Court of
Appeal in the old days.
Mr. WARDE.--Do you mean to say that
if a man is behaving in a respectable
manner in the Exhibition, and breaking no
law, the person leasing that ground can
turn him out?
l\Ir. GAUNSON.-Yes.
Mr. WARDE.-That is a nice state of
affairs.

Grievances.

2579

Mr. GAUNSON said there was one
thing further he wished to deal with. He
did not know whether to treat in a serious
or a bantering spirit the question raised
about the graveyard at St. Kilda. His
mother rund his child were buried there, and
he did not want to treat the matter in a
serious tone. If he thought this Sunday
scihool teacher-Mr. BENT.-Superintendent of a Sunday
school.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Yes, that was better.
If he thought this superintendent 0'£ a Sunday school, ihis leader of a church choir,
this Judkins in disguise-if he thought that
this scoundrel had burnt his child's and his
mother's bones he would go out after him,.
and if he found him he would feel inclined
to shoot him like a dog. He preferred to
look at this matter in a comical rather than
in a serious light. People were told that
there were certain persons who did certain
things. Those persons were ghouls, vampires. Was not the person referred to cor·
rectly named for a business of this description? Was not a fellow of this descriptIon
correctl y named Truelove? This Ministry,
or some past Ministry, had issued a warrant
for this man's arrest, and that warrant had
been carefully wrapped up in silk ever
since, ,and had never been executed. Most
likely it was never intended to be executed. "~lake merry while you may. Eat,
drink, and dance, for to-morrow you die."
Truelove was dancing the fandang10 in
some remote part of the globe. on the burnt
bones and other things to be found there.
It was time this sort of thing was looked
into. If the honorable member for Melbourne proposed to burn bones, or
anything of that kind in his cemetery, let him be stopped in time, and if
Truelove could be caugh.t let him be put in
gaol. Attempts could be made to reform
him, or he could be dealt with as the Premier proposed should be done with other
prisoners: Send him to Croajingolong to
make the roads there j that would be punishment enough for anybodv, and would be
a good thing for the country.
:Mr. PRENDERGAST said he only
wished to refer to one or two matters. H~
wished to call attention to one matter in
regard to the educational s~'stem of the
State, which he thought, if it was allowed to
continue, would be a backward step, as it
introduced conservative ideas where already
some opportunities had been given the
children of being educated. He tmderstood
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it was proposed to charge a fee for
examinations for State school exhibitions.
At the present time State school children
had a chance of being examined free foJ,
scholarships, and if they obtained scholarships they could be examined free for exhibitions 'to enter the University. It was
now proposed to transfer the higher examinations from the Education Department to
the' University, and to charge the children
who were being educated by the State a
fee of 30S. He would like the Premier tn
look into this matter, because he (Mr. Prenqe!gast) could not conceive of a practice
bemg adopted now in our educational
system which would
debar children
from gettin~ exhibitions. A great number
of the ch:l dren were the children of
working parents, who were too poor
to pay a fee of 30S. to have their
children examined. He hoped the P,remier
would not permit this backward step to
take' place. In connexion with the fees
c?a'fge~ in connexion with other examinatIons', ].,0 a number of. instances if a per500
wlshed to go In for an examination for a vacant position, a fee of 5s.
was charged. If 30, 40, 50, or 60 people
passed an examination, when there were a
certain number of vacancies to be filled in
the Government service, probably there
wouJ.~ be. more persons who had passed the
examm~tlOns ~han would be required. After
a certam penod those who had paid their
fee and passed the examination were not
called upon to fill the positions, but a further examination was held.
It seemed
that it was an injustice to charge these
people fees for examining them when they
were not entitled to get positions, and were
not called upon.
When a man was not
called upon to fill a position the fee he
had paid should be retunned to him. N Q
other individual wO~lld be allowed to adopt
such a system. HIS remarks also applied
to medical examinations. A case had been
bn;>ught un~ier his notice where a man had
paId a gUll1ea for a medical certificate.
That. rna? then paid 5s. for an educational
exammatlOn, but he ,,,as never called
upon to fill a vacanc\'. Persons who were
called upon for the position had to
be under a certain age, and as that
man had.. ~rrived at that age he
was not ehgIblE'. He did not think it was
reasonable to take the fees' from a man
under those circumstances, and the system
~1eeded revisin,g. With regard to the' minrng matter mentioned by the honorabl~
Mr. Prendergast.
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member for Grenville, he (:\Ir. Prendergast)
hoped an inquiry would be 'granted into the
circumstances of the case. The statements
made were clear and distinct, and the men
who made them had attached their signatures to the correspondence. But for that
fact he (Mr. Prendergast) would not
think any honorable member would
have brought forward the charges. They
looked too serious in the first place.
He wished now to refer to the action of
the Prahran police in cases of alleged obstruction of the streets, in which men had
been dealt with by the Courts.
Thepolice report, which had been placed in his
hands last night by the P rernier, seemed to
indicate that so far as the police were concerned, the matter had been dealt with in
a reasonable way, but so far as the Prahran City Council were concerned, it seemed
to indicate that they had one law for one
class of people and another law for anHe could not do
other class of people.
better than read the report of the police,
which was public property.
The report
was that of Sergeant 'Villiarns, and was
as follows:I have to report, in accordance with directions received by telephone to-day from Inspect,
ing Superintendent Mahony, that all persons
obstructmg the streets of .Prahran are treated
alike.
Prior to the arrest of Joseph Swebleses on
the 6th inst., every Saturday night, and some
nights during the week, the SO,cialist Party and
others took' up positions in the small streets
leading off Chapel-street, some to advocate the
cause they represent, and others to sell different
things. As a rule they stood well back from
Chapel-street, and caused little Or no inconvenience. Some of them have been spoken to
by the police, and always immediately complied with the directions given them.

He hoped the Premier would pay attention
to that particular point.
On Monday, the 1st inst., a gentleman
called at the Police Station, and complained
that the street which led to his private entrance
(King-street), was completely blocked on the
previous Saturday night, and that he could not
get to his gate. He asked if something could
not be done to prevent it.
I promised him
that the matter would receive attention, and
gave instructions to the police there accordingly,
Later on the same day the Town Clerk came
to me, and said that he had received a complaint about King-street being blocked by some
person speaking there on the previous Saturday
night. I told him that I had already noted the
matter for attention. A day or two later the
Town Clerk again called on me, and said that
the ma.tter of people speaking in the streets,
and obstructing them, had been brought before
the Council, and it had been decided that no
person should be allowed to made a stand in
any of the streets for any purpose wha.tever~
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. and that it was the wish of the Council that its
regulations in that respect should be enforced.
At the same time he said the Salvation Army
and the people from St. Matthew's Church had
An understanding with the Council that they
-could hold meetings in the street off Chapelstreet a certain distance from Chapel-street and
High-street, and Commercial, Malvern, or
Toorak roads. I then gave instructions to the
police here to carry out the Council's wishes.

Honorable members should notice that.
On Saturday night, 6th inst., the first Satur-day after receiving the complaints, Senior Constable O'Loughlin was in charge of the men
on duty from five till nine. When going on
duty at five o'clock, he and the mt:n going out
with him were informed of the Council's
wishes, and directed by me to carry them out.
I was in Chapel-street that night, and moved
two persons who had taken up their stand at
the corner of Commercial-road and Chapelstreet, and later on, when I met the Senior Constable, he told me that he had locked up a man
for obstructing King-street, and refusing to
leave.
All persons speaking in the streets were
treated alike before the complaints, and they
have been treated the same since. The only
difference is that the Socialists, when asked to
,<:omply with the regulations, absolutely refused
And had to be arrested. All other persons did
as they were asked.

It would therefore appear that the Town
Clerk waited on the police in connexion
with the matter, and pointed out dearly
that two classes of persons-the Salvation
Army and the members of St. Matthew's
Church-were given permission to speak in
the street, so long as no obstruction took
place.
Up to this time obstruction had
not been complained of, except bv indivi·-duals.
Those individuals certainl \T had a
right to have free access to their premises,
and they obtained police protection for the
purpose of keeping the footpath in front
·of their houses clear.
In the cases in
which prosecutions had been brought, the
evidence clearlv showed that no obstruction at all had' taken place so far as con·cerned the footpaths over which people
travelled, and which commanded the entrance to private houses.
There was distinct evidence that the people who were
arrested repeatedly asked those who were
listening to them to l~eep the footpaths
He asked the Premier to consider
clear.
the fact that for a number of years. apparently this speaking- in the streets had
taken place at Prahran.
If certain
forms of speaking were to be allowed in
our public streets, and if the local CoundI agreed to allow certain churches to hold
-meetings there, a difficultv would immediatelv crop up when others who wanted to
command attention on public questions
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were debarred from exercising the same
privilege. They would rightly attribute it
to the influence of politicians in the Council, and they would not attribute it
to a desire to keep the streets free for the
use of people who were moving about.
The position of aifairs was dearly shown
by the report of the examination of Mr.
Tom ~fann at the Prahran Police Court
tbis !Doming. The report saidThe defendant made a statement to the bench,
in which he said that he had done what he had,
not with a view of causing any trouble, but
with. the object of contesting what he believed
was his right, as well the right of others, to
hold meetings in publk thoroughfares, providing that there was reasonable regard for the
general convenience of pedestrian and vehicular traffic. He did not intend to do anything
more than protest a,gainst what he considered
unwarrantable behaviour in prohibiting meetings
in the fashion they had been prohibited. Had
there been no interference he would have asked
the audience to go with him to the Town Hall
or to a vacant block of ground. He did not
contend that he had any right to obstruct the
thoroughfare. He only contended that he had
the same rights as others to use the public
thoroughfares for such purposes when they had
reasonable regard for the convenience of others.
He was not defying authorities except when he
considered their decisions were not in accordance
with good law or usage.

The very fact that these meetings had
been taking place for a verv considerable
period, and that there had 'been no difficulty in regulating the traffic at these meetings, showed, at all events, that until political questions became rife and people holding certain 'forms of political belief began
to speak in the streets of Prahran, no one
was interfered with. But the verv moment
that certain individuals came' into the
sheets and commenced to explain their
political opinions, which evidentl v conflicted with those of some of the members
of the Prahran Council, and when it was
seen that the expression of those opinions
was having a decided effect on the public
mind, certain people, who did not believe in
thos·e particular opinions, but who could
not controvert the arg.uments that were
used, complained to the police that the
speakers were obstructing the streets and
the Council thereupon enforced th~ bylaw, not to put down obstruction in the
stre_ets, but to put down the expn~ssion of
certain forms of political opinion, and to
prevent any further discussion ()f those
opinions in the streets of Prahran.
Anv
man to-dav who would advocate the ob'struction o-f the public streets would be nfool, and it would be a very unwise thing
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for him to do.
The streets must be
kept for the convenience of the people who
had to use them, but those who used the
'streets must also have regard to the rights
of other people.>
If certain individuals
\\Tho got into the local councils were to be
permitted to apply this by-law 'for the
purpose of suppressing certain forms of
political opinion, it would be altogether
against the spirit of those Acts of Parliament which had been passed to regulate
traffic in the streets, and it would certainly
be against the interests of the citizens in
this community, who wanted equal jUitice
to be shown to all. If the streets could be
used for certain purposes by one class of
people, and if other people were to be debarred from using them for similar purposes, it was clearly an evasion of the intention o'f an\" Act of P~Hliament. which
gave the muniCipal council the right to control traffic in the streets. :Municipal bylaws must first of all be reasonable j they
must not be contrary to the intention of
the Act of Parliament under which thev
were made, and thev must be applied
equall v to all people-. In this particular
instance, a bv-law was applied to prevent
the expressiori of certain forms of political
belief. The police report saidSenior Cunstable O'Loughlin was in charge
of the men on duty from 5 till 9.
\Vhen
going on duty at .5 o'clock he and the men
J.!oing out with him were informed of the
Council's wishes, and directed by me to carry
them out.

What had the Council's wishes. to do with
the interpretation of an Act of Parliament
or of a by-law? All that should be -placed
in the hands of the police was the by,-laws
themselves, and it was for the police to interpret them so far as obstnlction was concerned. If a by-law was ultra vires, then
recourse could be had to the superior
Courts to set them aside. If a bv-Iaw
stated that the streets \rere to be kept clear,
then the v should be kept clear for all time,
and the -police should have put the by-law
in force previously j but the police stated in
this report that for a considerable time they
had dealt with speaking in the streets, and
that when these people were asked to move
a little further on they willingly did so.
But as soon as certain political opinions
began to be voiceq in the streets of Prahr.an the Council suddenh" discm"ered that
thev could enforce the by-law so as to preverit these people from speaking in the
streets. It was manifest] v unjust that the
Council should be allowed to make use of
the by-laws for merely party purposes. In
Mr. Prenderfast.
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England, the other day, the people
were prevented from speaking in a certain public park on a Sunday. They defied
the authorities, and spoke Sunday after
Sunday, and a number of them were arrested, until they eventually got public
opinion on their side, and the authorities
agreed to give the people the right of using,
their own parks, which they never should
have been prevented from do~ng. In the
Prahran cases, because a few councillors
held certain political opinions, and theperiod of the municipal elections was a
good way off, they attempted to do an improper thing, and enforced the by-laws iTh
such a \Yay as to prevent people from
preaching certain political doctrines in the
public streets. I t made no difference to
him whether a man was a Socialist or the
greatest Conservative so far as speaking in
the street was concerned. Every individual had an absolute right to free speech,
so long as he did not obstruct the street
traffic. No man had a right to obstruct
the streets, but it was not reasonable to interpret the by-law in such a way as to
mean that a man was obstructing the streets
merely because he was Standing up and
addressing the people. Proof should be
given that actual obstruction had taken
place. If honorable members went into the
streets of Melbourne they would find that
\\'bat was known as the move-on bv-Iaw was
ap"plied in a very partial manner: In the
streets o'f Prahran a man who made his,
living with a fruit barrow was prohibited,
if he "vent up a particular street, from returning along that street within one hour.
If, however, a man drove along the street"
in a vehicle, he could get out and chain hiswheel. and allow the vehicle to remain in
the street for half a dav if he liked without being charged with" obstruction. Not"
onlv that, hut the man with a fruit barrow
was obliged to go aloncr for a 'mile before'
he could tum round. and he must keep out"
of that particular block of streets 'for one
hour.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-But the man with the
barrow is competing with the shop-keeper.
Mr. PRENDERGAST asked what had
that to do with the quesfon of allowing
the use of the street?
1\1r. GAuNsON.-Chapel-street is a very
narrow street.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that at that
rate the bv-Iaw should only be enforced in
the interests of the man who owned property. He owned a right to the street, and-
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that would be the only logical way to apply
the honorable member's argument.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Chapel'-street is a narrow street, and an enormous number of
people pass along it on Saturday night.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he might
point to what had happened in the city of
Melbourne. In one block the City Council successfully kept men out for two or
three years, until those men, with great
difficulty, and really by taking the food
·out of their children's mouths. to raise the
money, appealed to the Supreme Court,
and defeated the iniquitous by-law, and
now they were allowed in those streets on
the same conditions as any other traffic,
:and the public were not suffering from this.
'~rhis application of the by-law with regard
to political speaking in Prahran was just
-carrying on the very same principle under
which certain people were prevented from
makin~ a living in the streets of Prahran
'by using barrows.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The proper
-course would be to attack the bv-Iaw.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said 'he believed
bimsel'f that the proper course would have
been to attack the bv-Iaw and appeal to the
Supreme Court. He believed that if that
were done the appeal would be successful.
'The Chief Secretary must admit that up
to the present time these by-laws had not
been able to stand the test of the Supreme
Court.
He (Mr. Prendergast) did not
know of one instance in which bv-Iaws de'barring people from .entering the'stJ.'leets jn
this wav had been successful when an appeal was made to the Supreme Court. The
by-law of the City Council lasted for two
.or three years, but it was upset on appeal.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The m.atter is not
all over yet.
~h. PRENDERGAST said he supposed
the City Council would now ma.ke another
by-law and these people would have to contest it at great expense. He thought that
the municipal by-laws should be brought
under the purview of Parliament just the
'same as any other by-laws.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-There was an
'immense number of barrows in Swanston:street.
i\fr. PRE~DERGAST said that these
men themselves offered to regulate the
number of b'1rrows, so as not to have anv
-obstruction of traffic, but the police would
'not accent their assistance. It appeared
to hi!')l that, in connexion with the PrahTan m:l.tter, there should be a thorough
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examination into the question of how 'far
the police had proceeded, and what were
the actual instructions they had received
from the town clerk. The report which had
been received seemed to indicate that instructions \vere issued by the Council to
apply the by-law in one way to one set
of persons, and in another way to another
set of persons, like the Salvation Army
and the people from St. ,Matthew's Church.
It seemed to him (Mr. Prendergast) that
t~1e Council had no right to grant permisSIOn to one class of persons. more than another to stand in the streets, and if the
by-law was enforced it should be enforced
fairly all round. As to the question of
an appeal, the Chief Secretary knew very
well that it was a question of money.
!o-day; if certain people-wealthy people
11l carnages from Toorak, for instancewere brought up in the city of Melbourne
they would be in a position to appeal, and
the consequence was that they never were
attacked in the same way as the men with
the fruit barrows.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT .-Oh, yes.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that no
doubt in connexion with the crossings the
police treated all people alike, but there
was a proved necessity for this, and no
one had a right to complain. But even
in connexion with standing in the street,
a carriage was allowed to stand fOT hours
where the owner of a fruit barrow would
be hauled up if he stopped for five
minutes.
The honorable member for the
Public Officers had pointed out that it was
really the landlords of the premises on the
street who dictated the law .
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Oh, no.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he recollected one instance in point. There was a
fish shop in Swanston-street, where on a
slab flounders were marked 1 S. 6d. each.
A man came along with a harrow and
stopped in front of the shop, and on his,
barrow flounders were marked 6d. each.
It could easily be understood why this
man was removed from the front of the
fish premises.
It was in the interests of
the landlord.
It was found that he was
obstructing the traffiC', but if he had offered to sell flounders at 2S. each, he
would not have been removed, because he
would not haye attracted the fishmonger's
custom.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.--That is one way
of putting it.
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ThIr. PRENDERGAST said the Chief
Secretarv knew that the men who complained of the fruit barrows were the fruit
dealers i'1 the shops. Ko doubt the fruit
dealers in the shops had to earn their living, and their rights ought to be respected;
Lut whilst the Council were excludmg the
barrows, they were keeping up the rents
of those shops in which men were selling
It \vas not done for the men who
fruit.
occupied the shops, but for the men who
owned the pr'emises. If the Chief Secretary would examine the pencil notes which
he (Mr. Prendergast) had made on the
side of the report, the honorable gentleman would see that there \va.s necessity for
an examination into this case, to see that
the administration of these by-laws was
carried out 011 an equal footing for everyone.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-From a report
as to what is intended to-morrow night, it
seems to be a very serious matter.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he did not
know anything of these people's intentions,
but he would say that as long as he was
a member of the House, it was his intention to fight for equal rights for everyone.
They did not want obstruction-they were
not going to tolerate obstruction-but if the
streets \vere allowed, as thev had been, to he
used by one class for a certain purpose, the
bv-Iaws should not he enforced to
e~clude other people from the streets.
Ko one stood up for 0pen defiance of the
law, but it must not be administered in favour of the friends of municipal councillors; it must be administered equally to all.
He wished now to call the Premier's attenti0n to the payment of fees by State-school
scholars, who had won scholarships, on presenting themseh'es for exhibitions.
He
might mention the case of a 90Y of his
own, and he knew a number of pour people
who had boys in a similar position. These
fees would prove an obstacle to their
. chances of getting to the University, and
they should n0t be charged now as they
had not been charged before. He believed
it was the intention to charge the fees in
future, but he hoped the Premier "'ould
see that they were not imposed. The Minister of Lands knew something about the
matter. It was intended to charge a fee
of 30S. in c0nnexion with the examination
for exhibitions. It would be a tax on poor
people, and. would he against the interests
of our RducMion Act.
Mr. HANNAH said he wished to refer
to the matter he menti0ned last night in
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reference to supplying bricks to a Government contractor who was engaged on a.
building in one of the suburbs. It had
been stated that the combine would not
supply this man with bricks, and that was
v0uched for by the contractor and by his
men. Yesterday this man was unable toget any bricks, although the combine denied the statement. He had simply stated
what the contractor said, as well as the
men working, on the building. Fie was
sorry the honorable mer.1ber for Melbournewas' not present, because he (Mr. Hannah)
\vished to deal with a statement made by
the honorable member in regard to himselL and which referred to a serious matter, that was likely to grow to large dimensions. It was the least ODe could expect
f rom a member of the H0use that he would.
do his fellow members justice. The honorable member not only insi:nuated, but
reiterated, that he (Mr. Hannah) was responsible for the present trouble brewing
in the building trade, that his position as
a member bv virtue 0f the action of the
House would be wiped out, and that he
must do something to get hjmself before
the public. He (Mr. Hannah) had never
participated in the deliberations of anv of
the unions, with the exception of his 0,,·n.
He had been honorarv secretary to the building trades union for- the last five years, and
he continued to act in that capacity since
he had been a member of the House. At
110 meeting did he use any influence as
to what activn should be taken. Two largemass meetings were held, and at one a
determination was arrived at by 500 to 2,
but he neyer spoke for or ag.ainst the resolution. He took this opportunity .0f refuting the base insinuations that came from
the honorable member for Melbourne, and'
if the honorable member were present he
(Mr. Hannah) would sav much harder
things, because they were'richly deserved.
He was thankful to the Premier for assuring the deputation that he would see that
intimidation was not used in regard to the'
supplv of bricks. The deputation did not
ask the Premier to take sides, but thev
wished that in this particular matter the
powerful influence which was behind the
brick combine should not ~e allowed to·
thwart men who were fighting for \v11at
the\' belieyed to ce right and just. He'
h:lped, as a representative of the Rnilw:lYS
SPlTlce. that the conductors on the St.
Kilda and Rri!?;lhton electric raihyav woul·d'
TPrel,-e the ircreased rntes of pa\' that
they "'ere entitled to. The Premier had
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given an assurance that something would
be done in that matter, and he hoped that
the honorable gentleman would see that
no time was lost in giving th~ men the
pay that he recognised was fair.
He
wished also to call the honorable gentleman's attention to the accident that had
taken place at Hawksburn within the last
day or two, and which it was said was
due to the station being undermanned. He
could say that within his own knowledge
there were many stations on the suburban
lines where men at 7s. a day had been
replaced by ooys receiving 2S. 6d. and 3S.
a day. He knew where that was being
done within a mile of Prince's-bridge, and
although 1\1r. Tait denied it it was going
on. He could assure the Premier that
there were numbers of stations that were
undermanned, and at which risks were
being run daily. Men had told him that
they could not g.o to the closet for hours
owing to the stations being undermanned.
That sort of thing ought not to be tolerated. He could take the Premier to one
or two stations, and show him the conditions prevailing. He appealed to the honorable gentleman to see that an alteration
was made. On the Collingwood line and
other lines boys were replacing men in
responsible positions, and the Government
would be blamed if a serious accident
happened. Accidents had been averted at
two or three stations by the heroism
of certain men. To his knowledge, and the
honorable member for Grenville could back
him up, a man who complained time after
time to the railwav authorities of the awful
'position he was In committed suicide because he could not stand it any longer. The
sooner the Premier, as Minister of Railways, attended to these matters, the better
it would be for the travelling public and
the men employed.
Mr. McLEOD said he had, unfortunate]y, to be absent earlier this afternoon
in connexion with some public duties, at a
time when he understood the honorable
member for Grenville brought up again
some further matter in connexion with the
Tziangle Reefs leases. He regretted that
the honorable member, when he brought
the matter up before, did not give sufficient notice to the Department. When he
(Mr. McLeod) arrived after lunch, he was
told that the honorable member had telephoned that he was going to bring up the
question of the sale o'f the Triangle leases'
There were two records kept in
plant.
the Department--one of the ordinary dealSession 1906-[94]
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ings with the leases, and the o~her a special
record regarding any leases over which the
Depart~nt had had any lega.l questions
He had an impression, when he
raised.
heard the honorable member speaking, that
he had heard something of the matter before, but the only file he had an opportunitv of seeing at the time was the file
relating to the ~rdinary purchase and ~ale
of the lease and its transfer.
When he
went back to the office, he made further
inquiries, and found that the second file
had been sent on to the Crown Solicitor.
Tl1e papers there showed that the men had
sent in a. statement similar to what he understood had been referred to to-night,
and that he had minuted the papers and
sent them on to the Crown Solicitor to ask
him whether there were any steps he could
The Crown Solicitor returned the
take.
papers to him, saying that from what was
disclosed on the papers, he (Mr. McLeod)
was powerless in the matter, and that it
was a matter for the creditors of the comHe understood the
pany to take action.
honorable member for Grenville had some
further facts, and he would be very glad
if the honorable member would l~t him
have any further particula.rs, or any facts
that vmuld enable him to take action,
because, if there were any facts on which:
he could take action, he' would most certainly do so. Up to the present, he had
the Crown Solicitor's advice that he had
no grounds of action, and could not inIf the honorable member would
terfere.
supplY him with an" further information
in his possession, an'd he found he could
take action, he would certainly do so.
Mr ANSTEy.-1s not the sheriff an officer of the Department?
•
nIr. McLEOD said the sheriff was an
officer of the Crown Law Department, and'
not of the Mines Department.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Not necessarilv.
Mr. l\IcLEOD said the Crown Solicitor's
opinion was that this was a matter in which
oni y the creditors could intervene, but if
there was any evidence on which he could
take action, he would certainly do so.
Mr. J. W. B1LLSON (Fitzroy) said
he would like the Premier, before the
House adjourned, to give honorable members an assurance tha.t none of the pianos
mentioned would be bought by the Education Department under the terms and
conditions set forth, until such time as
local manufacturers-Mr. BENT .-1 have already said su.
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Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) asked
if the Premier had already made that
promise?
Mr. BENT.-Long ago.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) asked
what action the Fremier intended to take
to notify the local manufacturers?
Mr. BENT .-1 wil! attend to that.
I
cannot do it right off.
Mr. J. "V. BILLSON (Fitzroy) asked
if the Premier would give publicity tq the
bet that local manufacturers could compete?
Mr. BENT.-There has been publicity
Do not alarm yourself
enough to-night.
about it.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) asked
if the Premier would advertise for tenders?
.Mr. BENT.-I do not know whether I
" i I! agree to have pianos at all yet. It is
a 'lllf·stion.
\Ir. J. vv. BILLSON (Fitzroy) ~aid
the whole transaction so far regarding these
pianos was a very fishy one.
Mr. BENT.-I do not know that we will
go for pianos at all yet, but in any case,
if we do, the v will be advertised for.
M1'. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said
he was looking at the matter purely from
a protective stand-point. He felt that our
own manufacturers ought to have a chance.
Mr. BENT.-Just frame a promise, and
I will swear to it right off.
. Mr. J. 'V. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said
he wanted nothing more than the Premier's assurance. Having got it, he would
sa ve the House the infliction of a lot of
matter that he had purposed de.aling with,
and th::1t he should, perh::1ps, have brought
toP earlier.
~Ir. H. S. BE~NETT (Ballarat TVest)
s::1id he ,rished to know what action, if
any, the authorities proposed to take with
regard to the arrests at Prahran referred
to by the leader of the Opposition?
The SPEAKER.-I wish to draw the
attention of the honorable member to the
fact that he has already spoken on this
motion.
~Ir. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat lVest)
Sc.'tid he had been under the impression that
he W::1S speaking on the motion for the adjournment of the House.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he had
onl y bad an opportunity of looking at Ser·
geant 'ViIEams' report in the last two
nr three minutes.
It would almost appear as though some understanding had

•
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been made by the local Council with the
Salvation Army and some other people for
holding meetings in the streets. He would
send for the by-l~w to-morrow morning.
He was not aware that the by-law was
framed to give certain persons a right, and
withhold it from others. If he found,
as he anticipated he would, that there was
no exception whatever in it, he would
send instructions to the police that, so far
as the observance of the by-law was concerned, all persons obstructing the streets
were to be treated alike. That was as far
as he could go.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Was not
that promise made a week ago?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said it was
not made by him.
Mr. J .. . .N. BILLSON (FitZToy).-Did not
the PremIer make it?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said the Premier was not a ware until he got this report-Mr. BENT.-I promised to send for a
report. I got it, and handed it over to
the leader of the Opposition.
Mr. SOLLY said, by leave, he desired
to announce that this would be the last occasion on which he would have an opportunity o'f addressing the House, as it was
his intention to resign his seat as a representative of the Railways Officers to
contest a seat in the Federal Parliament. He desired to thank the Speaker
and the
Chairman
of
Committees
for their kind consideration to him every
time he had addressed the House. He nicognised that the Speaker had upheld the
dignity of the Chair, and shown firmness in'
dealing with questions under debate, while,
at the same time, he had extended courtesy
and consideration to new members. He
had also to thank the members of the Ministry for their kind consideration regarding
all matters he had brought under their notice, and to thank also the officers of the
House for their consideration and courtesy
to him as a humble individual in th{s
chamber. On all oocasions when he had
asked for in'formation it had always been
readil y giYen, and he had the greatest possible i. espect for every man who occupied
a position as a servant of this House. He
came into this Chamber with a good many
forebodings, and with a good deal o'f
animosity against individuals, but he left
it with' the kindest of consideration for
ever" one. He knew he had the respect of
the members of the party to which he had
the honour to belong.
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Mr. MACKEY.-Of all parties.
Mr. SOLLY said he desired to have the
respect also of his political opponents. He
felt that he had it, and, therefore. he left
this Chamber, he hoped, with the kindliest
consideration. He sincerely trusted the
. business of the House would go on and
prosper, and he hoped also that the Government would, perhaps, not come back
with such a large majority as they gained
at the last election. At all events, he left
the Chamber with the kindliest consideration for all those who were now members,
and he sincerely hoped he h~d their kindest
and deepest respect.
Mr. BENT said he had privately told
the honorable member for the Railways
Service (Mr. Solly) that they ,got on very
well, and that each member of the Ministry, as the honorable member had admitted
himself, endeavoured on all occasions to do
his duty to him. He was pleas~d the
honorable member recognised that fact, and
he trusted that the honorable member, at
any rate, would have a good shot. He
had not the feeling towards the honorable
member that the honorable member had
towards the Government-that they would
not come back strong-for, personally, he
would not have the slightest objection to
see the honorable member win the seat.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he was v~ry
sorry to lose a colleague on this occasion.
He could only hope the honorable member.
would be successful.
So far as party
strife was concerned in the House, their
party fight would never be abated one jot,
but he trusted that their friendl y feelings
towards one another would cont~nue to prevent any personal quarrels. In recognising
that the members of the different parties
should be 'friendlv towards one another
personally, they only recognised, after all,
that they were all genuine and sincere in
their beliefs, and that what they wanted
they would fight for with all their might.
During the period for which the honorable member had been associated with him
in the House, the honorable member had
been a follower of whom he was proud.
He had, in 'fact, a party of followers
,~~om he was proud to lead.
In the po-·
htlcal battles that would take place in the
future, he hoped to see the upturning of
parties. The Premier had ~xpressed admiration for him on two or three occasions
as a leader of the Opposition, and had expressed the hope that he would remain in
that position for many years. He had no
very great desire to change his position for
[94]-2
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office, but he had a great desire to see his
party returned in numbers sufficient to
place the Premier with his genialitv on the
Opposition side of the House, so that the
honorable gentleman and his friend Dave
if Dave should be returned, would be abl~
to exercise together their dual powers as
" stone-wallers," and they were undoubtedly " stone-walleTs" of the first quality.
Mr. GAUN SON said he would ask to
be permitted, as an old member, to say a
word of a valedictory kind, as an honorable member was leaving the House.
He
thought he was only stating the sentiment of
the whole House in saying that the honorable member had been able to make for
himself a kindly feeling, not only amongst
his own comrades, but amongst all honorable members. He would venture to think
there was not one member of the House
but had a very sincere respect for the honorable member (]\{r. Solly) and wished
him well in the future. He hoped the
honorable member would take care, when
he got into the Federal House, if it should
be the will of the electors that he should go
there, to insist upon a proper respect for
State rights.
Mr. MACKINNON remarked that he
wished to say, on behalf of honorable
members in the Opposition corner, that they
would regret very much the loss of ]\1r.
Sollv to this Chamber.
When the honorable member was not known to them he
thought some of. them formed an opinion
that " Fighting Bob Solly" was going to
be a great element of combativeness in the
House, but while the honorable member
had shown his capacity to keep his end up
and to argue his cases, he had always
respected the traditions of the House, and
had always been a member other honorable
members were glad to associate with, whatever their views might have been with
regard to political matters.
He was sure
he was stating the views of all the honorable
members in the Opposition corner, who
knew the honorable member's abilitv, in
expressing the hope that the honorable
member might have a successful political
career, and that the way in which he had
conducted himsel f in this House might be
imitated by those who aspired to similar
positions,
The SPEAKER.-Mr. Sol1y, I nave
personalI v to thank you for the very kind
way in which yOU have spoken of me. I
mav sav, with other honorable members
who ha~'e spoken, that when vou came here
I expected a very different man from the
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Mr. SolI v we find here now. I rna v honestl v
say that- you have been an able: earnest,
and orderly Member of Parliament. No
honorable memher has recognised the law
of Parliament n'lore than vou have done,
and I hope tl1at in vour f..iture career vou
will continue to do the same, because that
is the best way to success in Parliament.
The House "then \rent into Committee of
Supply.
SUPPLY.
CONSIDERATION OF THE ESTIMATES-LoAN
CONVERSION-SU!'<DAY LABOUR IN THE
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
On the vote to complete the vote (£r,1/5)
for the Legislative Council,
1\1r. BENT said he had arranged with
the leader of the Upposition to resume
the Budget debate on this item. The report of the Auditor-General, however, was
not yet ready, and therefore he proposed'
to pass over the Estimates of the Chief
Secretary. In order, however, to afford
the honorable member an opportunity to
speak 011 the question, he proposed to
go on with the Estimates of the Treasurer to-night. He did not think there
was anything that honorable members
could complain about, and if he could (Yet
the Treasurer's Estimates and another
Estimate passed he would be content. He
would take this opportunity, f1rst of all,
of speaking with regard to the proposition
made by the honorable member for Prahran, who mentioned the matter of the
Ha~vksburn station.
He OIr. Bent) had
notIced that at other stations and in fact
at the stations w.here he got o~lt hir;1self, th~
people had to wait until the man came UT)
along the line. He now found there was a~
admission made bv the Chairman of the
Railwavs CommiSSIoners that the people at
the place gave the information that there
were not enough trains. and not enough
people to attend to them. He would take
the earliest opportunity to see what could be
done. With regard 10 the trustees of the
St. IGlrla Cemeten·. his colleague had informed him that he had taken active steps
in the matter.
I n addition to that he
(Mr. Bent) had found that the cemeteries
had something Eke ;/:70,000 or £80,000,
and he was ~()ing to tn' and get his hands
on that. and amend the Cemeteries Act.
~fr. PRENDERGAST.-It is time the monev
was taken for some purpose.
Mr. BEKT said he had had his eves on
it fO'\ some time.
With re!!ard to' desecrati~J ~hat would be dealt with along with
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the other matters.
With regard to the
weight of the bags of wheat, to which
the honorable member for Geelong and
other honorable members had referred, he
was taking action with regard to that. On
the subject of the appointment of permanent officers in the Departments, he was
not going to say anything, as it would take
him almost a week to replY to the honorable member who had brought up that question.
Now that there was a Public Service Commissioner, he did not think that
he (Mr. Bent) should have to attend to
matters brought up in that way.
As to
examination fees, he would make a note of
that and look into the question.
He believed that that dealt with nearly all the
matters that had been referred to.
He
would feel obliged to the Chamber if they
would now put through the Treasurer's
Estimates and Estimates of one other
Department.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-Whv not do the lot?
Mr. BENT said he would not mind
There was nothing contendoing the lot.
tious in the Treasurer's Estimates.
He
wished to say a word about the money that
had been sent home to England for the purpose of conversion, for which the Government were paying 3! per cent., and which
they had been lending at 3 per cent. Recently there had· been application, in. three
days he believed, for conversion to the extent of £45°.000 of 3! per cent. at par,
and to-dav the Government had lent the
London a~d Westminster Bank, he understooo, £r86,000 until 30th June, at
4! per cent.
Some of the 3 per cent.
mone\' was coming due in November and
it had been arranged that the money ~ould
be handed over to the Bank at 4! per cent.
The remaining sum came due in February.
He did not know what the Government
The Government was
could get of that.
sending home "(roo,ooo a month, and he
understood the London and Westminster
Bank were preparerl to take it at 4! per
cent. up to 30th June.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-Tliat is quite a new
thing-lending them money ins-tead of their
lending us money.
. Mr. BENT said he would ask the
Chamber to deal with the Treasurer's Estimates, as there was nothing contentious in
them.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-What about the in('orne tax. the grant to charitable institutions. and other matters?
Mr. BENT said he understood that the
Auditor-General's report would be rather
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later this year than last year.
He would
not like the sitting to close without something having been done, and he therefore
desired that the Estimates of the Treasurer
should be passed.
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that he
would like to see a full House when these
matters were being dealt with.
The
Estimates should be discussed in a full
House, and there were not many members
present now. He thought it was a reasonable thing to adjourn.
1\lr. BENT.-There is nothing contentious. I get stuck up on everything.
Mr. BEAZLEY (to Mr. Bent).-You did
not expect the Tre.asurer's Estimates to be
passed through. You have never seen it
done.
Mr. BENT.-I have seen four go through
in one night.
Mr. BEAZLlEY.-That is at the end of a
session. You did not expect it to-night.
Mr. BENT.-I did expect it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
point out that the discussion to-day was
on I y the ordinary discussion which came
up every third Thursday. The Premier
could not expect the Treasurer's Estimates
to go through to-night.
Mr. BENT said of aourse honorable
members could block him if he was kept
back like he had been all night. If
they said he could not go on he would
have to accept the position.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-We want to work.
1\1r. BENT said if that were so he would
read the honorable member a memorandum
from th,e Chief Commissioner of Raihvays,
dated .)lst Ocrober, on the question of Sunday labour, which ~va~ debated in the
House on Tuesd3Jy. The memorandum was
as follows:-
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lutely insure that· the car would be available to
place in running on Thursday next, he deemed
it advisable to ask some of the men employed
on the J:;ar to work a few hours on Sunday last,
and all of the employes whose services were
utilized on that day expressed their willingness
. to undertake the work.
The services o.f eight (8) carriage trimmers
were accordingly utilized between I and 7 p.m.,
while sixteen (16) carriage builders came on
duty at 6 p.m., ·and two (2) at 7 p.m., and, in
addition, the driver and assistant driver o! the
electric light engine were on duty.
The Commissioners are entirely opposed to
the employment of men in the workshops on
Sundays, unless there are some unusual circumstances which render such a course obligatoU,
and it has not been_ the practice to do other
than emergency work at Newport on Sundays
for many years.
TROS. TAIT, Chairman.

If he could not get on with his Estimates
now, he supposed he would have to let
them go for this evening.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You promised you
were not going on with them this week, and
you are not going to do it now. This cock
won't fig-ht.
Mr. E E NT said if one cock would not
fight, then of course the other could not
fight.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-You are not strong
enough to .go on.
Mr. IBENT said he was not giving in
willinglv. He was admitting his weakness.
He was not asking that the Estimates
should be gone on· with for effect.
He
really thought he could get the Treasurer's
amounts through, but as honorable members did not want to do so, he reluctantlyverY reluctantly-would not persist in going
on."' He felt· that he was being censured
bv the Committee.
. Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You have not got a
quorum present.
Adverting to the comments which were made
Mr. BENT said his supporters were all
in the Legislative Assembly last night, in reoutside.
He begged to movegard to the ·employment of certain men on

Sunday last in conneXlOn with the completion of
the parlor car, the Commissioners have the
honour to report that it was publicly announced
and advertised in the metropolitan press that
this car would be attached to the Sydney express leaving Melbourne on 1st proximo, and
tickets were accordtngly sold for seats therein,
and in order to keep faith with and obviate· inconvenience to the. public, and avoid a complete
stoppage of tee work, which a trial trip in
ordinary hours would have necessitated, the
Worhhops Manager (Mr. Smith) arranged to
run the car a trial trip on Sunday last, and thus
ascertain whether all the beartngs, &c., were in
good order.
From inquiries which have been made, it
appears that as a result of the tria..l trip, Mr.
Smith came to the conclusion that the completion of the car would occupy a few more ho~rs
than were originally anticipated, and at his
disposal on week days, and in order to abso-

That progress be reported.

The motion was agreed to, and progress
was reported.
RESIGNATION OF MR. SOLLY.
The SPEAKER.-I have received the
following letter from Mr. Solly;State Parliament House,
Melbourne, November I, 1906.
Sir,-I hereby tender my resignation as a
member of the Legislative Assembly of Victoria.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
R. H. SOLLY.

The House adjourned at fifteen minutes
past eleven o'clock, until two o'clock on
Wednesda y, November 7.

