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Pianos for State Scho()ls.

mation submitted to me, I am quite satisfied that that gentleman has not only acted
'fairly, but intended to act with a good deal
TVednesday, November 7, 1906 ,
of generosity in the matter. I have seen.
original invoices showing the price to be
The SPEAKER took the chair at twenty £52 lOS. or'£53 for some of these pianos.
minutes to three o'clock p.m.
Mr. WATT.-No one is blaming him particularl y; it is the other man.
GOULBURN LEVEES.
Mr. BENT.-The pianos which he ofMr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for fered, as a fact, cost him more money than.
Public Works if he had yet received the the price agreed upon, and they were proreport of Mr. Starr, C.E., on the failure nounced by leading musicians consulted toof the Goulburn Levees; if so, would he be high class. At all events, Mr. Werlay the same on the table of the Library theim has in the most honorable way ended
for perusal by honorable members in- the matter, and the Department is free t<>
terested?
make any arrangements it likes on terms.
Mr. E. H. CAMERON (Evelyn).-I approved of by the Government. The Gohave received the report of Mr. Starr on vernment do not intend at present to buy
the Goulburn Levees, and I shall have any pianos.
Mr. WATT .-A good job somebody dismuch pleasure in laying it on the table of
covered it.
the Library.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).-Is
it a fact that a contract was entered intoERITANNIA UNITED QUARTZ
between the Education IDepartment land
MINING COMPANY.
Mr . Wertheim?
1\1r. McGREGOR drew attention to the
Mr. BENT.-If there was a contract, it
notice of question standing in his name is ended.
relating to the payment of the wages of the
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).men employed by the Britannia United Thanks to the exposure and to the geneQuartz Mining Company, in liquidation, rosity of Mr. Wertheim-not the Departand said he understood the Minister of ment.
Mines desired a postponement of the quesMr. WATT.-A bloodless victory.
tion until Tuesday next.
Mr. McLEOD.-I would ask the honPLANS FOR GOVERNMENT
orable member to allow the question to
BUILDINGS.
stand over until next Tuesday, as I am
:i\1r. HANNAH remarked that, by leave,.
making certain inquiries, to which I have
he desired to ask the Premier whether he
not yet received a reply.
had noticed certain statements in the
columns of the Age newspaper of to-day with.
PIANOS FOR STATE SCHOOLS.
respect to charges by Mr. G. H. Taylor,
:Mr. BENT.-I desire to make a state- of Geelong, representing the Builders and
ment with reference to the debate last week Contractors' Association, against the Publicabout the agreement for the purchase of Per- Works Department. Certain plans prezina pianos, entered into with Mr. Hugo pared by the Public Works Department
Wertheim, by the Education Department. were spoken of generally as an abortion~
In view of the expressed wish of the Was the Premier willing that· the plans,
House on the subject that other firms should be submitted to honorable members.
should have an opportunity of tendering, so that they might have an opportunity of
the matter was brought under the notice of judging for themselves as to the accuracy
1\1r. Wertheim, and he has to-day waited of the statements?
Mr. BENT.-I observed in the newspaper
on' me. In the most frank manner, Mr.
Wertheim stated that he did not desire a statement made about the Public Works
to hold the Government to any bargain, Department. It is not the first statement
the terms of which were unpalatable to I have observed in the paper which is not
Parliament, and stated that the Govern- true, and, therefore, I receive with great
ment could treat the contract as at an end, suspicion anything I see coming from "our
and the transaction is accordingly at an own correspondent," or anything of that
end. I think it is only right to say that, kind. I have no objection to allowing the
Perhaps Mr. Taylor
firstly, I appreciate 1\lr. Wertheim's con- plans to be seen.
duct in this; and, secondly, from infor- might pick up a point if he saw {hem.
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GAMING SUPPRESSION BILL.
The House went into Committee for the
l'urther consideration of this Bill.
Discussion was resumed on clause 62, relating to restrictions on racing. Consideration was ccmtinued of new sub-clause (9),
which, as amended, was as follows:If any race meeting is held in contravention
-of this division the owner or trustees of the
race-course and the club association or person
.by or on behalf of which or whom such meeting
was so held and each member of the managing
.body or committee of such trustees club or as_sociation and any person acting at such race
meeting as steward starter or judge shall be
liable to a penalty of not more than Five
.hundred pounds.

Mr. BENT remarked that he would
like to mention that the Government were
very anxious to get rid of this Bill. They
<lid not intend to agree to any amendment
.at all except the one or two which they-had
mentioned. They did not intend to support
the totalizator, and they did not intend to
interfere with the V.R.C. When the Government started with this Bill, they made
(lO reference to the V.R.C.
The Minister of Lands had made a statement with
regard to the newspapers publishing the
odds after the event. There was not much
in it one way or the other; but as to all the
-other amendments, the Government did not
~gree to them.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-That is the straight tip.
Mr. BENT said the Government hoped
the V.R.C. would not trouble them very
much either. The V.R.C. held a meeting,
and they got a lot of people from all parts
~f the country to consider the regulation of
racing. In less than two days, they came
to him again, and wanted to alter what had
been done.
Mr. McBRIDE.-I should like to know
<me of them.
Mr. BENT said the fact that he (Mr.
Bent) said that was quite enough. The
V.R.C. now wanted some amendment. As
be had said, he had never started to
tror.ble the V.R.C., and, notwithstanding
all the talk on the race-course, or anywhere
-else, he would state that the Government
never interfered with them. But the Government would not allow the V.R.C. to interfere with the Bill. The Government had
to thank them for nothing, as the V.R.C.
bad given the Government no aid.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-They never
~sked for it.
Mr. BENT said the Government did not
want to ask them. and would not take anv
.aid that was volunteered at this stage.
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When the Government brought in the Bill,
it was not intended to interfere with the
V.R.C., but the V.R.C. must go and hold
meetings, and had terrified other people,
but would not do that so far as the Government were concerned.
What the
V.R.C. wanted was to get control of racing
and to get all the bookmakers' 'fees, and
give nothing. They also wanted all the
racing to be on their race-course. He would
attribute all honour to the club for what
they had done in connexion with racing,
and he might say that he had been a member of it for about forty years. They had
promised him as Treasurer year a'fter year
to contribute £1,000 or £1,500 to the
hospitals, but had never given a penny.
They wanted now to regulate betting, and
take the bookmakers' fees, giving the Government 10 per cent. of what the club received from that source. That was the extent of their help in this great Bill. He
gave the club credit for all they had done
in connexion with racing, and yesterday's
proceedings proved that they had done very
much.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Have the club any authority to collect fees frpm bookmakers?
:Mr. BENT said he was not going to'
answer that question. The Government
were not going to inter'fere with the V.R.C ..
nor were they going to do anything to
mend their ways, or to help them in their
law, or that sort of thing. The V.R.C.
had a grand course, thanks to the people
of this countrv, and to the members of this
House, of which he was a member when
the course was granted to them.
Mr. WATT.-Are you not accepting any
amendments?
Mr. BENT said the Government were
not going. to accept amendments suggested
by the V.R.C. They were not going to
take on the: totalizator. That was what
he said.
Of course, any business-like
amendment such as that proposed by the
honorable member for Gippsland North had
been accepted bv the Government. He
understood it was' an amendment that would
interest the honorable member for Gunbower, who was under the impression that
the Government would not allow donkev
races, horse races, and pony races on some
of the courses.
l\-1r. KEOGH.-Or billy-goat races.
Mr. BENT said the Government had
agreed to mixed racing, and he hoped that
met the views of the honorable member
for Gunbower.
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Mr. CULLEN.-There IS another question yet.
Mr. BENT said that all he knew was
that unless it was a very good amendment,
he would not accept it. He wanted to get
through with this Bill. He would ask honorable members either to get the Bill
through, or, if they were strong enough, to
throw it out. He did not care which was
done. The Government did not intend to
be kept on with the Bill day after day.
The Cup was over; the game was played.
NIr. GAUNSON.-No.
Mr. BENT said he wished to tell' the
honorable member 'for the Public Officers
fairly that if the Government got interruptions from Wren's party they would knock
off racing for ponies al together.
~lr. PRENDERGAST remarked that if
the Cup was over, and the game was
played, as the Premier stated, it was time
the Government came to business. The
Government acknowledged that the Cup was
over, and the game was played. The members of the Government had enjoyed them.
selves at the game, where they 'had seen
what the effect of the Bill would be, and
heard the general opinion about it. He
'might point out that the Bill now was a
slightly different one from what it was
when it was introduced. This Bill was so
popular that some of the honorable members
who had supported it had to keep on the
grandstand to avoid notice.
'Mr. BENT .-1 got about all right.
,\lr. PRENDERGAST said the honorable gentleman was not seen about very
much at the races.
Mr. KEOGH proposed the following
new sub-clause:(SA) Notwithstanding anything contained in
this Act any club or association or body of persons may with the previous consent in writing
of the Chief Secretary hoJd a race meeting for
horse races or pony races or trotting races on
any land whatsoever not being within forty
miles of the General Post Office, Melbourne,
approved by the Chief Secretary for the holding of such meeting on any specified day, and
during the holding of such race meeting such
land shall be deemed to be a licensed racecourse, No land shall be so approved unless
race meetings or meetings for any athletic
sports have before the first day of August One
thousand nine hundred and six been from time
to time held thereon.

He said this was to meet the cases where
the people in country districts had been
in the habit of holding a pony race or an
odd horse race on sports grounds. If the
Bill went through without the amendment: such races could not be held. If the

Suppression Bill.

amendment were passed, the people, ,vith
the permission of the Chief Secretary,
\yould be able to hold sports, and have a
pony race if they chose.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).-You
do not provide for athletic sports on the
same day.
l\fr. KEOGH said there was nothing in
the amendment to prevent athletic sports
being held.
The CHA1R~IAN .-Does the honorable
member desire to move his amendment as
an addition to sub-clause (8) ? We are now
down to the end of sub-clause (9), so the
honorable member cannot move his amendment now.
Mr. KEOGH said the Premier promised
t~ give him an opportunity of bringing on
hIS amendment.
The
CHAIRMAN.-The honorable
member can do so on the report.
Mr. KEOGH said he had another
amendment on sub-clause (9). He begged
to moveThat the following words be added to subclause C) : - " but no person shall be liable if it
is shown that he did not act wilfully in contravention of this division."

The amendment would throw the burden
on the person charged of proving that he
did not act wilfully. It would not be necessary for the Government to prove that a
person did act wilfull y. He would rather
have put matters the other way round, but
he understood the Government would not
accept such a proposal.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not know
whether the Chairman would say honorable
members were precluded, in discussing this
amendment, from showlng the nature of the
clause to which it was offered as an amendment. Sub-clause (9) providedIf any race meeting is held in contravention
of this division the owner or trustees of the
race-course-

He supposed if there were no owners that
was to provide that the trustees should be
treated as the owners.
and the club association or person by or on
behalf of which or whom sllch meeting was so
held

should be penalized. Then the clause,
after penalizing everybody went on to
penalize the smaller fry belonging to the
racing body. The clause penalized the
club, association, or person, and then saidand each member of the managing body or committee of such trustees club or association
and any person acting at such race meeting as

Gaming

[7 K OVEMBER, 1906.]

steward starter or judge shall be liable to a
pen,L1ty not kss than Une Hunctrt!ll !-'uuilds or
lhore than Five hundred pounds.

Of course, it was not at all difficult to
understand that the Victoria Racing Club
~ight, with such a penalty, snap its fingers
111 the face of the law and everybody eise,
~nd say, "We will pay the penalty.
What
IS £500 to us. 'rVe will make £5,000."
His
suggestion
that
the
amount
should be £5,000 was no foolish
~:me.
His proposal was to omit £500, and
ll1sert £5,000. A very strong club might
say, "What do we care for £50o? We
will make that amount ten or twenty times
over." So they could under the Bill. He
(Mr. Gaunson) would suggest that wherever
a meeting was about to be held in contravention of the Bill, the police might inter
vene, and prevent the holding of that meeting. They might be given power to lock
the gates, and to turn off the course any
one attempting to use it. Prevention was
better than cure. Between last Thursday and
to-day there had been an adjournment, and
honorable members had hardly come back
The intervening time had
quite fresh.
made them a little bit dull. His suggestion was that the police should be given
power to intervene and stop meetings j
not to gi\'e them pm\'er to complain that a
thing had been done, and then to punish it,
but to stop the doing of that thing.
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-Like the tot{!.
Mr. GAUNSON said this clause did not
propose to shut up totes, but at the same
time he (Mr. Gaunson) had always expressed himself in 'favour of the law being
carried out, and he had told the
honorable member for Toorak, who was a
lawyer, and who knew nothing about the
subject, that, as a matter of fact, the law
was quite strong enough to shut up any
tote. Many totes had been shut up, and
if the matter had not gone to .the Criminal
Investigation 'Branch for them to deal
with, but had been left to the uniform
police, the Collingwood tote would have
been shut up eight or nine years ago. He
(Mr. Gaunson) .always regarded it as a
special intervention of Providence, working
on behalf of John Wren, that the matter
had been given to the 'Criminal Investigation Branch.
The CHAIRMAN.-Will the honorable
member tell me what this has to do with
the amendment?
Mr. GAUNSON said he was onlv referring to the foolish interjection m'ade by
the newly-returned member for Toorak.
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, Mr. BOYD.-An honorable member sug- ,
gests that that is a peculiar rendering of
it.
NIr. GAUNSON said the honorable
member for Melbourne was funny to-day:
He supposed the honorable member had
lost yesterday. The honorable member for
Gippsland North had moved an amendment
to provide that no person should be liable
in respect of any race meeting held in contravention of Division 4, if it was shown
he had not acted wilfull y. He (Mr.
~aunson) did not wish to be hypercritical,
but the amendment of the honorable member was as much as to say th.at no man
should be liable who showed he was not
liable, and that no man should be liable
. who showed that he was innocent.
Mr. KEOGH.-I want to O'et the word
" wilfullv " in.
b
Mr. GAUNSON said that, as the honorable member's amendment stood, it was only
tantamount to saying that no unfortunate
wretch accused of a breach of the clause
shoul.d be found guilty if he showed he
was lllnocent.
Mr.. K.EoGH.-He might do'a thing, but
not WIlfully.
, ' ,
Mr. BOYD.-If a man does anvthing in
contravention of the division but -does not
do so wilfully, the amendm~t of the honorable member for Gippsland North will
excuse him.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would ask the
opinion of the Chief Secretary on the
amendment.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I do not 'think
it will strengthen the clause in any shape
or form.
Mr. GAUNSON asked would it' minimize the effect of the clause in any way?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I do not .think
so.
.
Mr. GA UNSON asked the Chief Secretary would it not .be better for the .amendment to read,I

But, no person shall be liable unless it is
shown that he did act wilfully in contravention
of this division.
,

Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-That shifts the
onus probandi.
Mr. GAUNSON said that was quite true.
The meaning of it was that the Government would have to prove the offence, 'that
they alleged, and not put the proof of innocence on to the man who was accused.
That was a well known principle of criminal
law, and obtained, he thought, in every
case, with one exception, and that was
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where a person was charged with knowingly
Mr. KEOGH.-GO over the clause, and
receiving stolen property.
What was the tell us what it will really mean without
special reasan for throwing the burden of amendment.
proving innocence t.pon the accused instead
Mr. GAUNSON said that if the honorof throwing the burden of proving guilt able member's an1endment was carried, it
upon the accuser? This was not a ca.se would have no more effect upon the accused
where the facts were specially known to the person than the fifth wheel of a coach had
person who was accused, rather than to the upon its locomotion.
It would not save
accuser. An accusation of this kind should him in any 'way.
not be brought llOtil the accuser had sufMr. KEOGH.-I thOught you knew more
flcient proof to sustain the charge.
about law.
~lr. KEOGH.-Right through the Bill it
Mr. GAUNSON said he ought to. He
has been the other way.
had been forty-eight years at it.
~lr. GAUNSON said one could not adSir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he would
mire the Bill, which was the greatest abor- ask the honorable. member for the Public
tion possible. He said this with all respect Officers to allow hml to say a word or two.
to the Government, and he was not at all As far as he COuld see, the word" wilfully,"
surprised to learn that yesterday some mem- . as ~efined in Stroud'~ Dictionary, meant
bers of the Government had to seek "the nothmg more than thIs-that the accused
seclusion that a cabin grants 'I when they knew what h~ was doing, and intended to
were attendincr
the races. He himself did do what he dId do, and that he was a freeb
not go to the Cup, because he was afraid agent. A ~rson contravenir:g t~is clau~e
that he would be met with an ovation and would be SaId to have done It WIlfully If
he did not wish to disturb the equa;imity he knew what h~ was doing, intended to doof the equine species.
He was told that what he was domg, and was a free agent.
the Premier was there in great form, and
l\fr. GAUNSON said he would like to
that the Chairman of Committees was there ask the Chief Secretary a question. Supin still greater form. As for the honorable pose a man was so drunk as to be, in the
member for Melbourne, he simply took pos- estimation of the Court-session of the whole place.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he would
~fr. PRENDERGAsT.-They took a look ask the honorable member to give notice of
at the prize fight, the same as Mark Twain these legal questions. All he was pointing
did on his trip over the Alps-he did it Out was that a man contravening this prothrough a telescope.
vision must intend to contravene it. ThereMr. BENT (to Mr. Gaunson).-I took all fore, he thought the amendment was unnethe praise that yOU would have got.
cessary.
~lr. GAUNSON said that was all right.
:Mr.. GAU~SON said he ,~ould ~ive theThe Premier always reminded him of Co~rrl1ttee. hIS s!ear recollectIOn. about t~e
Henry VIII. He was bluff and took praise subject of mtentIon and the sub.l.ect of WIland censure alike, and laughed ~t one all fulness.
He was. once d~f:ndmg a. man
the time.
He did not know whether the who was ~harged WIth a cnmmal offence of
Premier went to the prize fight yesterday, a ve~y h:lDous ch~racter, but he was sa6sor whether he invited Judkins to go there fied m hIS own mmd th,:t. the ma.n W<lS so
with hinl, but he noticed that Judkins said thorOla~hly drunk at the tIme that It ,','as an
it was to be a week of vice and a week of absurdIty to suppose that he had a I1nnd at
sin.
all. Therefore, it was an impossibility for
The CHAIRMAN .-How does this af- him to haye an~ int~tion, and it was a
fe2t the amendment?
necessaJ1'Y mgredle~t m the case t~at the
..
man should have mtended. to be gmltv ( I f
Mr. GAUNSON saId he dId .not ~now, the particular act in question. In snpport
but one could not h<:lp the?e ~Ittle mter- of his doctrine that such a man could not
ludes. .But to be ~enous, dId the Govern- be held to be guilty, he affirmed that it was
ment thmk that thIS was a matter of such a sound principle of British law that whemoment that. thev should seek to throw ther the charge was one of murder (")1' manwhat th~ ChIef Secretary called ~he onus slaughter, or anything else where the intent
probandt C?n !he accl.sed? Would 1t not be was a necessarv ingredient, the accused
he~ter to mSls~ on the allegata et p'Tobata must have intended to do what he clirt He
bemg upheld, m order to prove the case of read a case to the Court, which W.1S prethe accuser?
sided over by Mr. Justice a'Beckett. The
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,case would be found in Rus~'ell utfln
Crimes, or in Archbold's Criminal Prac~ice,
and he thought the name of
It was Regina v. M onkfto1,f.~e.
'fhe
facts were these: A woman was charged
with the felony of attempted self-murder.
I t was what was common I y called suicide,
.and the evidence was that she was so
drunk that she did not know wliat she was
-doing. The Lord Chief Justice put it to
the' jury, "How can you find that she was
.,guilty of this act, when you cannot find
that she knew what she was doing?" The
.result was that the unfortunate woman,
who had, no doubt, been punished enough
.already, was acquitted. That was not like
the case of the police magistrate who
.said toO the fellow brought up for attempted
:suicide-" I warn you that you are liable
to very severe punishment, and if you ever
-do it again, and are successful, you will
be punished very severely." In all these
'Cases, where the word "wilful" occurred
in the Statute, the proof of the act itself,
.and that the accused person knew what he
was doing, was throw'n upon the prosecution, but where the word "wi] ful " did
not occur, the proofi of innocence was
thrown upon the accused person.
That
was the real distinction.
Mr. KEOGH.-I will withdraw my
amendment if you move the other.
1\1r. GAUNSON said he intended to
move the other. He wished it to read that
no person should be liable unless it was
-shown that he did the act wilfullv, in contravention of the sub-clause.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I do not propose
to accept this amendment. It may mislead the justices in dealing with the provision, which is all right. A man cannot
mntravene that section without knowing
what he is doing. We do not say wilful
in regard to burglary.
Mr. GAUNSON.-No. It could not be
-said that if a man kissed a woman, he
did not know it. The clause mentioned
the word "club," and every member of
the club would be guilty of an offence
and liqble to a penalty of not more than
£500 if the managing body of, the club
held a race meeting. His contention
depended on the fact that the word" club"
covered every member of the club.
Mr. KEOGH.-It savs (( each member of
the managin.g bod"." "
Mr. GA UNSON said tHat the word
." club" was used in an earlier portion of
the sub-clause in a manner showing that
every member of the club was included.
J
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The word "club" did not mean a hockey,
but an association of persqns. I t was not
a club to hit a fellow on the skull with,
but an association o'f persons.
The
V.R.C. had upwards of 1,200 members,
and under the sub-clause as it stood every
individual member of that club could be
prosecuted .
Mr. BENT.--Isn't it strange that you are
the only member who tries to put the law?
It is hardly the proper thing.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was' about the
only man in the Assembly who understood
the law.
Mr. BENT.-I wish we could go somewhere else, and let you stop here and
argue the law.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was trying to
hel p the Government.
Mr. BENT.-We do not want your help.
Mr. GAUNSON said he h'ad helped
the Government all he could.
Mr. BENT.-"\Ve are much obliged, but
drop it.
Mr. GAUNSON movedThat the word "if" in the amendment be
omitted, with the view of inserting the word
" unless."

Mr. McBRIDE.-What has this to do
with the onus of proof?
Mr. GAUNSON said it threw the onus
probandi on the person who made the
accusation.
Mr. BENT.-Have we to take what you
say as ipse dixit?
Mr. GAUNSON said it was not ipse
d£xit, for he had adduced a bona fide argument. The duty of proving the truth
of the charge should be thrown on the
person who made the accusation. Allegata
et probata-alleged and proved.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Doesn't the English
fit it just as well?
1\lr. GAUNSON said it did fit it very
well.
Mr. BENT (to Mr. Keogh).-Who
drafted your amendment?
Mr. KEOGH.-A member of the Ministry.
Mr. GAUNSON said the object of his
amendment was to make the sub-clause
sensible. At present it was a very dangerous proposal.
.
Mr. BENT.-I propose that you and the
honorable member for Gippsland North
adjourn for a couple of hours, and bring
the matter up properly.
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Mr.
GAUKSON
said
he
would answer.
If it was shown that a man
like to know if the Premier would have knew what he was doing and contravened
the amendment postponed.
the section deliberately, that was all that
:Mr. PRENDERGAST said the amend- had to be proved. If a man broke into a
ment of the honorable member for Gipps- house that was all that had to be proved.
land Korth would place the onus of proof
Mr. BOYD.--What is the objection to the
on the shoulders of the accused, whereas amendment?
it should be put on the shoulders of the man
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said it would
who made the allegation.
.
:Mr. ~IACKINNON.-How are you gomg mean adding the word "wilfully" to a
to prove wilfulness?
How can you find number of these clauses, and many of the
justices would not know what the evidence
out the state of a man's mind?
;\[r. PRENDER'GAST said if the of wilfulness consisted of. The word was
amendment was made to read, "No person implied, and it was not necessary to add
shall be liable unless it be shown that he it at all.
acted \vilfully," it would mean that the
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the honorCrown \\"Quld have to be in a position to able member for Melbourne had pointed
prove in the Court itself the statements out that if the amendment of the honorable
made against the accused.
.
member for Gippsland North was good
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-SO they wIll be- enough to cover what was intended, the
fore they can get a conviction. You want amendment of the honorable member for
to add some other word which is implied the Public Officers would make it sure inin the words before, and then the justices stead· of merely implying.
The Chief
will want to know "What is the evidence Secretary said the amendment would imply
of wilfulness?" Although a man has done what was wanted, but the Committee did
an act which he intended to do, knows what not want implication at all. They wanted
he is doing, and is a free agent, you want a clear statement of exactly what they were
to add the word "wilfully."
aiming at. If it was made to read" Unless
:Mr. PRENDERGAST said no person it be shown that he acted wilfull v," it
should be liable unless it was proved that would mean that, instead of going to' Court
he acted wilfully and that was a question with a case half proved, in the hope of
that lay in the' decision of the justices. being able to complete the case in Court, as
Magistrates did not always follow prece- was often done now, nobody would take a
. dents on these occasions. Some of them case to Court unless he had the whole case
had a hahlt of reading the law for them- completed beforehand, because he would
selves, and reading it woefully astray, to<? know that otherwise the decis:on would be
If a charge was brought against a man, It against him. Apparently the Ch:ef Secrewould have to be proved, if the amend- tary said the clause was sufficient, but he
ment was amended as proposed.
did not sav whether the amendment would
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT asked the hon- be efficacious or not, or that it \vould be
orable member for North Melbourne to bad.
pardon him for interrupting. His honorSir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I do not think
able friend said, "If you bring a charge
against a man you have to prove it," but the amendment of the honorable member
that was the law' in every case. If a charge for Gippsland North, even without its be;ng
was brought against a man the charge and further amended by the honorable member
all the material facts in connexion with it for the Public Officers, is necessary at all,
had to be proved unless there was an Act as I have read you the definition of
of Parliament which made presumptions " wilfully."
against the accused without proof.. This
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he wanted
clause did not make anv presumptIon of to be sure that the onus of proof was put
. any kind against the accused.
If the on the authorities-the police-before the
Crown prosecuted under the clause it ~ad case went to Court.
to prove that the man held a rac~ meetmg
Mr. :MACKINNoN.-Proof of what?
on a race-course, that he held It unlawMr. FRENDERGAST.-Proof of any
fullv, and that he was a free agent. No contravention of the clause.
conviction could be got otherwise. It had
Mr. MACKINNoN.-That would be so.
also to be shown that the accused knew
Sir
SAMUEL GILLOTT said, to save
what he was doing. for. of course, if the
man W3S insane insanity would be an time, as he did not think it of any conse-
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quence whatever, the Government had no
objection to accept the amendment of the
honorable member for Gippsland North.
Mr. MACKINNON .~I do not think it matters a bit.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-~ot a bit.
!dr. MACKINNON said he presumed
the Government would not accept the
amendment of the honorable member for
the Public' Officers.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he did not
want to accept the amendment of the honorable member for the Public Officers, because
it would mean that there was some further
evidence than the ordinary evidence.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would point out
the real ingeniousness of the suggestion of
the honorable and learned member for
Prahran.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT .-1 am going to
save time.
I do not want half a day's
argument about things of no consequence.
Mr. GAUNSON said the honorable and
learned member for Prahran knew that if
the amendment of the honorable member
for Gippsland North was carried it would
have no effect at all, but he knew that his
(Mr. Gaunson's) amendment would have
effect if carried, and it would make the
prosecutor-Mr. MACKINNON. - Your amendment
would make an absolute farce of the clause.
Mr. GAUNSON said he dis.agreed with
the honorable and learned member, and as
the honorable member knew so much, he
would like to read from Stone's Justices'
Manual, 37th Edition, published irt 1905.
The Intoxicating Liquor Laws were spread
over from 1828 to the present time, for
there was an amending Act in 1902, and
another in 1904, and in the Act passed in
the year 1872, known as the Licensing Act,
sect{ons 14 and 16 contained the word
" knowingly," which was precisely the same
as "wilfully." If he had half-an-hour to
look up cases he could show more than a
thousand sections in our written law where
the word "wilfully" occurred.
As the
word was so common, and as this was now
an attempt to make cri~inals of persons
who at present were doing innocent acts
not made criminal at all, and as the Government and honorable members were now
seeking under this guise of "Holy Joeism "
to make criminals of their brethren-it was
all verv well for the honorable and learned
memter for Prahran, who could go down
the street arm-in-a.rm with Archbishop
Clarke and Canon Hindley, and· all the big
guns of the Church, and the honorable
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member liked to revel in the odour of sanctity, for which he (Mr. Gaunson) did not
care a brass button himself-The CHAIRMAN .-How does this
affect the amendment?
1\1r. GAUNSON said the hoi10rable and
learned member for Prahran wanted to
make the Bill a farce by putting in the
amendment of the honorable member for
Gippsland North, but the honorable member thought that if his (Mr. Gaunson's)
amendment was carried it would put the
matter in the ordinary ways of the ordinary
law. Section 14 of the Licensing Act of
1872 said, "If any licensed person knowingly permits his premises to be the habitual
resort or place of meeting
." of certain females, while section 16 said, (( If
any licensed person knowingly harbours or
knowingly suffers to remain on his premises
any constable during any portion of the
time appointed for such constable to be on
duty.
.
"Of course, other sections
of a similar purport about (( wilfull y " and
(( knowingly" had been under review a
thousand times over, and it "vas known to
the veriest tiro in the profession, who had
any pretence to any knowledge of law at
all, that these words threw the accustomed,
and only the accustomed, duty upon the
prosecutor to prove his case-to prove the
guilt of the person accused.
The Court
dealt with the word (( knowingly" in sec-.
tion 13 of the Licensing Act of 1872, and
the same meaning would have to be put in
section 14 upon the word (( knowingly."
Stone's Justices' Manual, which was a verv
valuable little text book upon matters corning every day before the Courts presided
over by the ordinary justices of the peace.
said that the Queen's Bench Division expressed the opinion in a case under section
13 - and that expression of opinion
would apply to the same word in
section 14-that the word (( knowingly 7'
in section I 3 meant that the character
of the persons resorting to the house
was known to the licensed holder.
He had read section 16, which was the one
with regard to a licensed person knowingly
harboring or knowingly suffering a constable who was on duty to be upon his
licensed premises. The book he was quoting from saidThe word "knowingly" is used in sections
to have been intentionally omitted from this section.
14 and 16, but it seems

The section meant was section 17. Thl"re
honorable members would see a distinction
carefully drawn. There were sections J 4,
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i\fr. PRENDERGAST remarked that he
16, and 17, and in section 17, the words
,Yere, .. if any licensed person suffers." desired to know whether the honorable member for Gippsland North proposed to stand
The \yord " knowingly" ,,-as emitted.
Mr. BENT.-YOU gave LS that half-a- , by his amendment. He (1\1r. Prendergast)
thought the proposed amendment had been
dozen times the other night.
Mr. GAUNSON said it was true he men- destroyed, and it should now be rejected.
tioned it the other night, but it applied
The Committee divided on Mr. Keogh's
distinctly to the point now under considera- amendmenttion with regard to the word" knowingly."
Ay~
38
1\lr. BENT.-You ought to give us someN~s
7
thing about one hundred times.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was sorry he
i\fajority for the amendment
31
was not so quick in the up-take as the PreAVES.
mier was. It was stated in the book from
Mr. Keogh
which he was quoting that the absence of :Mr. Bailes, A. S.
" Bayles, N.
" Lemmon
the word did not prevent knowledge being
" Beard
" Livingston
necessary.
The only difference the pre" Beazley
" Mackey
sence or the absence of that word made,
" Bennett, G. H.
" Mackinnon
" Bennett, H. S.
was that knowledge-that was when the
" McBride
" McGregor
" Bent
word "knowingly" was in the section" Billson, A. A.
" McLeod
must be proved by the prosecution in the
" Billson, J. W.
" Outtrim
one case, and when the word "knowingly"
" Sangster
" Boyd
was not in the section, knowledge need not
" Cameron, E. H.
" Stanley
" C~meron, J.
" Swinburne
be proved by the prosecution. That was the
" Campbell
" Thomson
only distinction.. But it made a vast dif" Toutcher
" Cullen
ference to the accused person. F or his own
" Gaunson
" Warde
part, he thought this provision was depart- Sir Samuel Gillott
" ·Wilkins.
ing from the principles of criminal law, and Mr. Gray
Tellers:
" Harris
that was why he had moved his amendMr. Argyle
" Hunt.
ment.
" McGrath.
" Hutchinson
The Committee divided on the question
NOES.
that the 'word " if," proposed to be omitted,
"Mr. Prendergast.
Mr. Anstey
stand part of the amendmentTellers:
" Bromley
Aves
30
Mr. Colechin
" Holden
NOes
14
" Murray
" Watt.

I

Majority against Mr.
amendment

Mr. ,KEOGH moved-

Gaunson's
16

AVES.

Mr. Bayles, N.
" Bennett, G. H.
Bent
" Billson, A. A.
" Boyd
" Cameron, E. H.
" Cameron, J.
" Campbell
" Cullen
Sir Samuel Gillott
Mr. Gray
Holden
Hunt
Hutchinson
" Keogh
" Li\"ingston

Mr. Mackey
" Mackinnon
McBride
" McGregor
" McLeod
" Murray
" Outtrim
" Stanley
" Swinburne
" Thomson
Watt
" Wilkins

Tellers:
Mr. Argyle
" Toutcher
NOES.

Mr. Anstey
Beard
" Beazley
" Bennett, H. S.
" Billson, J. W.
" Bromley
Colechin
" Gaunson

Mr. Lemmon
McGrath
" Prendergast
" Sangster

Tellers:
Mr. Bailes, A. S.
" 'Varde

That the following words be added to sub·
clause (9):Notwithstanding anything contained in thi$
Act any club or association or body of persons
may with the previous consent in writing of
the Chief Secretary hold a race meeting for
horse races or pony races or trotting races on
any land whatsoever not being within forty
miles of the General Post Office, Melbourne,
approved by the Chief Secretary for the hold.
ing of such meeting on any specified day, and
during the holding of such race-meeting such
land shall be deemed to be a licensed race·
course. Noland shall be so approved unless
race meetings or meetings for any athletic
sports have before the first day of August One
thousand nine hundred and six been from time
to time held thereon.

He said this amendment was to provide
that in places such as Bendigo, Sale, and
Bairnsdale, where sports meetings were
held, a pony race might be held on the
same day, with the permission of the Chief
Secretary. Under the Bill as it stood at
present, the people would not be allowed
to do so.
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Mr. PRENDERGAST said he had no
objection to the first portion of the
amendment, but he objected to the last
provision-
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grant permission to hold a race meeting
on any of these grounds, unless races or
sports had been held there previously j but
new centres of population might arise, and
Noland shall be so approved unless' race it might be necessary, unless the sub-clause
meetings or meetings for any athletic sports was amended, for the residents to travel
have before the first day of August One many miles in order to celebrate sports
thousand nine hundred and six been from time
amongst themselves.
to time held thereon.
Mr. HUNT expressed the opinion that
Such a provision would prevent a horse
race taking place on any ground which the distance of forty miles mentioned in the
had not been used for the purpose prior sub-clause should be reduced to a more
to 1st August, 1906. The provi~ion would reasonable limit. He begged to moveprevent any horse race being held in new Iy
That the 'word "forty" (line 6), be omitted,
. with the view of inserting the word "thirty."
established districts.
Mr. WATT.-The Bill already does
:Mr. PRENDERGAST said he conthat.
sidered that twenty miles would be a better
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the first limit.
part of the amendment was to modify the
Mr. MACKEV.-No, make it thirty.
provision in the Bill, and to provide that
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that to take
a horse race might take place on any land one instance, the Government proposed to
not within forty miles of Melbourne, with cut up a large area of land at Werribee,
the consent of the Chief Secretary, but and the reSult probably would be that hunthe second part of the amendment altered dreds of new settlers would be brought to
that so as to provide that no land should that district, and they would want some
be approved by the Chief· Secretary place at which to hold races.
unless race meetings or athletic meetings
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).had been held on such land from time to They have the Werribee COurse now.
time before 1st August, 1906. He wished
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that this
that latter provision to be deleted. Take
the case of a settlement such as Koo-wee- sub-~lause c:Iid not apply only to race-courses,
rup. There was no race-course or athletic but It apphed to people who met primarilv
.
ground there, and on St. Patrick's day for athletic purposes.
Mr.
BENT.-Thirty
miles
will
cover
aU
and other holidays a sports meeting 'was
held on a private piece of land. At that that.
Mr .. PRE.NDERGAST said. he agreed
meeting there were two horse races, and if
the latter part of the amendment were that. thl~ty ~Il~s was h,et~er than forty miles,
agreed to, no meeting could take place in but 10 hIS opmlon the lillut of distance should
the future, unless it was held on that be deleted altogether. It was not needed.
particular piece of land. If another closer The more one looked into this Sub-clause
settlement were started, the settlers might the I?ore absurd it seemed. It was simpl;
determine to celebrate any day by holding makmg a farce of the whole business, and
a race meeting, and they would not be the only effect of it would be to harass
allowed to hold any horse race, because those people who wished to he,ld sports
the land they obtained had not been used amongst themselves for amusement. It was
for holding races in the past. As a mat- disgracef~l to pass legislation of this kind,
ter of fact, these races could not be digni- because It would make it impossible for
fied by the nanle of horse races, as they people to enjoy themselves in a moderate
were merely hack races. The reason he way. There was hardly a member in the
wished the latter portion of the amend- House who understood the Bill. The Comment to be omitted was that it mittee, this afternoon, had passed clauses
wou Id
prevent
any
race
meeting of which no one knew the effect, and amendbeing
held
on
any
new
course. ments had been sandwiched in with those
If his suggestion were accepted it would clauses which had no relation to anything
not interfere with the principles of the else in the Bill. The whole meast.re had
Bill, but no permission would be given to b~n so modified, altered, and turned uphold any meeting of this kind unless it SIde down, that no one knew how it would
had been approved by the Chief Secretary. look on the third reading.
J f the sub-clause was adopted as it stood
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Then we '\Ivil1
the Chief Secretary would not be able to have a look at it.
.
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Mr. PRENDERGAST said the Government did not know how this sub-clause
would affect previous clauses.
~1r. HENT.-\,y e know that thirt\' miles is
a shorter distance than forty mil~s.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that no one
knew what might ue proposed to-morrow.
It would be better to accept the amendment
of the honorable member for upper Goulburn than to leave the sub-clause as it
:)tood.
Mr. GAUNSON expressed the opinion
that the words "not being within fort,·
miles of the General Post Office, 1\lelLourne," should be struck out altogether.
The Chief Secretary must give his approval, and, therefore, there was no need
for anv limitation as to distance.
The
fact that the Chief Secretary must approve
was a guarantee that there would not be
any humbugging.
The Chief Secretary
should have the power of permitting a race
meeting to be held on any land \vhatsoever,
no matter where it was situated.
There
might be a very large popUlation within
fl\'e miles of l\Jelbourne, quite remote from
the Flemington race-course, and that population might desire to hold a race meeting,
The real safeguard was not the distance
that the place might be from Melbourne,
but the fact that sports of this kind could
not be held on any grollnd whatever unless
the ground was licensed for that purnose
b" the Chief Secretary. I f the \\'ord~ he
had indicated were struck out, it would
leave the Chief Secretary complete master
of the situation, and he would safeguard
the public interests.
Mr. CULLEN.-The Attorney-General
does the same thing with regard to raffles.
Mr. GAUNSON said the AttornevGeneral was given authority to sav whether
there should or shot:.ld no't be raffles oyer
the whole State, and the power which he
(Mr. Gaunson) proposed to give to the
Chief Secretary would be a similar one.
1\1r. MACKINNON said he did not
know whether the Government intended to
accept the sub-clause which had been proposed by the honorable member for GipT;~'
land North.
It seemed to him that' it
would needlessly complicate a Bill which
in the opinion of a good manv people, wa~
fairlv complicated as it was.' Under this
sub-c1ause-, apparpnth'. a new sC'heme was
being proposed.
He quite sympathized
with the obiect of the honorable member for
Upper Gottlburn in seeking to bring this
pri\'ilege of holding race meetings as near

to Melbourne as possible, but in his (~Ir.
Mackinnon's) opinion, they should be kept
as far away as possible.
After all, the
Ions et origo of the evil was in and around
Melbourne.
Mr. Hunt's amendment to strike out the
,yord " fort) " was agreed to.
Mr. HUNT movedThat the

WOl

d "thirty" be inserted.

Mr. GAUNSON said he hoped the Committee would adopt his suggestion and
strike out all reference to the distance
That would leave the
from Melbourne.
Chief Secretary complete master of the
situation. Perhaps it might meet the case
if " four" was inserted instead of "thirtv."
As the amendment was likely te· be carried,
he would vote for it, and therefore he
would not move any amendment himself.
The amendment was agreed to.
1\1r. PRENDERGAST movedThat all the words from the words "No
land" to the end of the proposed sub-clause be
omitted,

The amendment was agreed to, and the
sub-clause, as amended, was adopted.
On new sub-clause (10), which was as
follows-This division shall take effect from the first
da y of January, One thousand nine hundred
and seven, and in its construction a year shall
be deemed to commence on the first dav of
January,
J

Mr. GAUXSON said this Bill was hurried on with all possible reasonable speed
'for the purpose of satisfying the opponents
of betting with the intention that it should
operate at the present MelbOl:.rne Cup meeting. There were other persons who desired
that the Bill should never become law.
Seeing that the Melbourne Cup of 1906 ha'd
now been run, there was no reason why the
Bill should come into operation before the
next Melbourne Cup.
Therefore, he
thought the 1st of Xm'ember should be
substituted for the 1st of Januarv in the
sub-clause. That alteration would give
a reasonable time to people to accustom
themselves to the new law.
Mr. BENT.-There are regulations to be
made, and we are willing to accept the
31st o'f March.
Mr. McBRIDE.-The 1st of April would
suit the Bill all right.
Mr, GAUNSON said he was agreeable
to make the" T st of March the date of commenremenL He therefore begged to moveThat the
the worel
occurs, and
" January"

word "thirty" be inserted before
"first" in each place where it
that "March" be substituted for
where\'er it occurs.
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The amendments were agreed to.
J\Ir . WATT said he would ask the attention of the Chief Secretary to sub-clause
(4) of the new clause 62. The honorable
gentleman would recognise that that subclause was the trotting provision. The
Committee had allotted twenty days Ito
trotting events within the metropolitan area,
the limit being .within twenty miles
of the Melbourne General Post Office.
The trouble was that the Committee had
given to no person or body 'any power to
decide those trotting events, and anybody
might put in a claim, and might have
trotting events all over the place.
The
people who at present ran ordinary horse
races, or ordinary pony races, or a n~w
bodv with respect to trotting, might rIse
up, - and have five or ten or fifteen of
those twenty trott,ing meetings. Had the
Premier thought of this?
Mr. BENT.-We have given five racecourses.
!\fr. vV' ATT said it was not the course
so much as the governing body.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The applicant.
Mr. WATT said it was the applicant
who had to be named. There were at
present two bodies-the Owners and
Breeders Association of Victoria, and the
Melbourne Trotting Club. He understo:<)(l
that both those bodies were equally 111terested, and were allied, but the Committee should give to somebody the power
to allot these twenty days, whatever course
the meetings were held on.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-What do vou
suggest?
Mr. WATT said he realized that it ,vas
too late to make 'the amendment at this
stage, but he ",.anted to bring the matter
forward now to get the advice of the
Chief Secretary, the Minister of Lands,
and the Premier. The Melbourne Trotting Club was not exactly an off-shoot of
the Owners and Breeders Association, but
it W3S an allied bodv, and the Owners
and Breeders Association itself was affiliated with all the trotting associations of
Australia. He would be readv to make a
suggestion at a later stage ot'the Bill. if
the Minister in charge of the Bill would
make a note of the point now, and promise it consideration. Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I will make a
note of it.
The new sub-clauses, as amended, were
agreed to, and dause 62, as amended, was
adopted.

Suppression Bill.

260~

Discussion took place on postponed
clause 63, which was as follows:(I) Licences under the last preceding section
shalt be issued by the Chief Secretary in such
form and on such terms and conditions as may
be prescribed by regulations which the Governor
in Council is hereby authorized to make.
(2) Any such licence shall unless cancelled be
in force for twelve months from the date of its
issue. A licence may at any time be cancelled
by the Chief Secretary for any good cause.
(3) The yearly fees for each such licence
shall be paid before the issue thereof and shall
form part of the Consolidated Revenue, and
shall be at the following rates (namely) : (a) where the race-course is situate within
twenty miles of the General Post
Office, Melbourne, for each day on
which a race-meeting is authorized by
the licence, a sum of Five pounds;
(b) where it is situate within fifteen miles
of the principal post-office at Ballarat
or Bendigo, for each day on which &.
race-meeting is authorized by the
licence, a sum of Five pounds; and
(c) where otherwise situate, for each dav
on which a race-meeting is authorized
by the licence, a sum of One pound.
(4) The number of licences for race-courses
situate within farty miles of the General Post
Office, Melbourne, shall not exceed the number
of race-courses so situate and in use for race
meetings within the three months next preceding
the fourteenth day of August, One thousand
nine hundred and six.
(5) The number of licences for race-courses
situate within twenty miles of the principal
post-office at Ballarat or Bendigo shall not
exceed the number of race-courses so situate and
in use for race meetings within the three
months aforesaid.

The CHAIRMAN.-The Chief Secretary desires to omit sub-clauses (2) to (5) inclusive, with the intention of inserting new
sub-clauses (2) to (8), as circulated.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said the new
sub-clause (2), as circulated, made an alteration in the time for the duration of the
licence, as it proposed that any licence,
unless cancelled, should be in force until
the 3Ist day of July next following the
date of. its issue. New sub-clause (3) was
in substitution of sub-clause (4) ,of the
clause.
Mr. WATT said he would suggest as a
means of confining the issue, which would
chiefl y rise on sub-clause (3) of the clause
and new sub-clause (5) of the amendment
as to taxation proposals, that the amendments to be proposed by the Chief Secretarv should be taken sub-clause bv subClatlSe, in substitution of the sub-clauses in
the Bill. Then when the Committee came
to compare the proposed new sub-clause (C;1
with the existing sub-clause (3), it would
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centralize the argument as to whether the
taxation should be on a percentage or a
fixed basis.
The CHAIR~IAN.- I cannot put the
sub-clauses separately, but, as I did before, I will ask the Clerk, if the words
that it is proposed to omit are omitted, to
read slowly through the proposed new
sub-clauses, and then when any honorable
member has any amendment to move, that
honorable member can rise in his place
and say so.
:\1r. EL~\[SLIE asked what was proposed with regard to sub-clause (I)?
The CHAIRl\lAN. - The honorable
member can move to amend sub-clause (;r)
if he so wishes.
Mr. BOYD.-I understand that clause 63
has not been omitted from the Bill.
The CHAIRMAN.-Clause 63 is a
postponed clause, and now it is proposed
to omit certain words from it, but the
honorable member for Albert Park first
desires to move an amendment prior to the
amendments circulated by the Chief Secretary. We had therefore better take the
amendment of the honorable member for
Albert Park now.
Mr. ELMSLIE movedThat after the word "which" (sub-clause I),
the words "a Board appointed by" be inserted.

Mr. WATT.-This opens up the control
question.
:Mr. ELMSLIE.-Yes. The regulations
governing the licences granted under
clause 62 should have a very important bearing on the question. - While
he had no quarrel with the V.R.C.,
nor anything to say against its management, he would point out that this Bill
had opened up new conditions Gtf racing
altogether, and the Government were taxing the various race-courses. He thought
it only right, if taxation was inflicted t.pon
them, that they should have a right to say
what the regulations should be.
Mr. MACKEY.-Do yeu prefer to move in
this way, instead of a new clause? If a
new clause should be carried, we would
undertake to make this alteration.
"
Mr. ELl'IfSLIE said he did not care in
what form the matter came up, so long as
the whole question was disct.ssed.
He
would be agreeable to postpone the amendment as suggested by the Minister of Lands.
The amendment was withdrawn.
:Mr. PRENDERGAST stated that he
understood the question of regulations was
being considered here.
He desired to
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know whether new sub-clause (8) of clause
63 would govern the making of all the regulations under this division?
Mr. MACKEY.-Yes.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK remarked that the Chief Secretary was to
move that sub-clauses (2) to (5) inclusive,
be struck out. Before that was done,
there should be a definite statement from
the Treasurer on the question of fees,
becaMe if these sub-clauses were struck
out now, there might be no chance
of reinserting them. It was a question
whether the original fees proposed by the
Government should not be adopted. The
provision with regard to fees was omitted,
then a'fter that the Chamber had had a
third or a fourth statement from the
Treasurer with regard to the matter. Hp
did not know really how many statements
had been made with regard to it.
Mr. BENT.-It does not matter whether
you multiply or divide.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said he
thought the Chamber ought to know definitelv what was to be done before it disposed of sub-clauses (2) to (5) inclusive.
,The better way would have been to go on
with the provisions as originally proposed,
and to amend them. An altogether novel
proposition was being brought before the
Chamber bv the Government, and honorable
members should have definite figures before
they imposed taxation on clubs. Hanorable members should also know whether
they were going to be asked to carry the
proposition intimated by the Treasurer that
the money was to be allocated to the charitv
vote, and not go to the Consolidated
Revenue.'
Mr. MACKEY remarked that if he
moved the excision of only sub-clause (2)
now, the question of fees would come t.p
on that proposal. He proposed to move
that sub-clause (2) be omitted.
Mr. GA UNSON observed that he would
like to know the meaning of sub-cIause (2).
He noticed there was a distinction in the
Rill, but he could not see where the distinction was drawn. Sub-clause (2) provided "that any such licence shall, un less
cancelled, be enforced from the date of its
issue."
Then it said, "A licence mav at
any time be cancelled bv the Chief Secretarv for anv good cause."
~fr. MACKEY said an alteration had
been made in the date in the previous clause
while he was absent, and that alteration rendered it unnecessan" to mm"e the
excision of sub-clause (2). - The Govern-
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ment had had certain amendments drafted
in substitution of provisions in clause 63·
He intended now to move the insertion of
sub-clauses (3) and (4) of the amendment
which had been circulated.
Sir SAMUEL GILLoTT.-We leave subclatose (2) in the Bill as it was originally.
~fr. MACKEY said that sub-clause (2)
of clause 63 would sta:nd as it was in the
Bill.
Mr. Vl ATT remarked that he was afraid
the Government were leading the Chamber
into an extraordinary course of procedure.
The Minister had proposed to omit subclause (2). and then stated that there was
no necessity to do so, because of an amendment that was carried a little while ago.
That amendment, surely, had nothing to
do with this particular stlb-dause?
Mr. MACKEy.-Yes.
Mr. WATT said the amendment post-poned the operation of Division 4 from 1st
January to 31st March. How would that
affect the licence question? He presumed
that the object of the Minister in suggesting
the omission of sub-clause (2), and suggesting another sub-clause naming a date on
which all licences should expire was to
provide for one uniform date.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-SO it will be now.
Mr. V\T ATT said that obiect could not be
attained unless sub-clause (2) was omitted.
Sub-clause (2) provided that the licence
should be in force for twelve months, and
that the Chief Secretary might cancel it
for good cause. WOLld all clubs have to
apply for a licence on 31st March, or could
they apply at anv time?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-We shall have
regul ations.
Mr . WATT said if regulations were
going to cover this matter, what necessity
was there for making the date uniform?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Give the
Ministry a chance to change its mind.
Mr. WATT said Ministers had changed
their minds so rapidly that an honorable
member who followed the Bill closely could
not follow what the Government proposed.
The matter under consideration now was
of no great conseqtience, except as to the
date.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I think this is
of consequence.
The honorable member
might allow this to go. If we find on the
third reading that it in any way requires
amendment. we shall be only too happy
to make an amendment.
Mr. WATT said the Chamber ought to
know what the Ministry were doing.
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Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-We want a
licence to have twelve months' dtoration.
Mr. WATT said in old times Ministers
used to allCIW honorable members to know
what was being done. He understood that
the Chairman was now announcing what
was to be done, without the Minister himself getting up and explaining what was .
He did not knCtw whether it
proposed.
would be undue criticism of the Chair for
him to ask that the Minister should annourl'Ce every time what he wanted the
Chainnan to put frem the chair, and then
the Chamber WOuld know what the intentions of the Ministry were.
He would
ask the Minister of Lands, or whichever
Minister was in charge of the Bill, to say
what the Government proposed.
Mr. THOMSON observed that he understood every club would have to take out .
its licence before the 31st March.
Supposing 'a club omitted to take out a licence
before that date, wOLld it be debarred for
twelve months frem holding a meeting,<Yr would it be able to take out a licence
afrer 31st March?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Yes; the licences
have to terminate on 31st March. That is
all.
Mr. THOMSON said a club on the 31st
March might not have funds to hold a
meeting, but it might find out three or four
months afterwards that it was in a position
to hold a meeting,and unless it could take
out a licence after the 31st March, it would
be deprived of the right to hold a meeting
for twelve months.
He wanted to know
whether the provision mere]v was that the
licences wotold terminate on the ~ I st March.
It was not right that a club which did not
take out a licence by the 31st March should
be debarred from holding a meeting for
twelve months. If that was the provision,
it would affect a large number of clubs in
the country districts.
Mr. MACKEY stated that there was nothing in the Bill to say that a licence must
be taken out befe'I'e the 31st March.
If the sub-clause was adopted in its present form it simply meant that after 31st
March next, unless a club took out a
licence, it could not hold race meetings,
but if a club through want of funds, or
through an oversight, did not take out its
licence by 31st March, there was no reason
why it should not take out its licence on
31st 'May, but between 31St March and
31st May it could not hold race meetings.
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There was nothing in the Bill to say that
a club must take out its licence before
31st March.
Mr. WATT.-If a club fakes out its
licence in December, will you see that the
licences expire on the same date?
Mr. MACKEY said he did not see anv
particular advantage in having all licence's
expiring on the same date. The cfficers of
the Lands Department told him it was a
positive drawback as regarded administration.
Mr. WATT.-Of course, it would be in
the Lands Department.
,Mr. MACKEY said where the number
of licences was fewer still, there was no
advantage in them all bearing the same
date, and what the Government wanted
was to provide, if need be, that licences
should issue at anv time.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-And that the
licences shall have a tenure of twelve
months.
Mr. GAUNSON said there was one
phrase in sub-clause (2) which might lead
to a little difficulty. It was provided that
any licence should, unless cancelled, be in
force for twelve months" from the date of
its issue." Effect must be given to every
word in an Act of Parliament. "Issue"
did not mean the date of the licences. If
the word "egg" was used in an Act, it
did not mean chicken, and if the word
" chicken" was used it did not mean
When the word "issue" was
egg.
used it meant issue.
He wished the
~1inister to think this over.
Suppose a
lIcence bore the date February I, and it
was not posted or forwarded to the club
authorities, and did not reach their hands
until the November following. The date
of the receipt of the licence was the date
of its issue, not the date the licence bore.
Mr. WATT.-Put "the date thereof."
. Mr. GAUNSON said he was not propos1l1g any amendment. He was onlv asking
the Minister to think this matter over and
.
'
to consIder whether the sub-clause provided
what was intended.
Mr. WATT asked would it not be
advisable for the Chief Secretary to move
as an amendment the omission of subclause (3) from the Bill, and then to indicate, not bv way of an amendment but
by declaration to the CommitteP. what the
Government intended to move in place of
sub-clause (3) in reference to taxation.
That. would open up the whole qt.estion of
taxatIon.
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Mr. KEOGH said in sub-clause (2) it
was providedA licence may at any time be cancelled by
the Chief Secretary for any good cause,

It was very hard to know what a good
cause would be. It was to be left to the
Chief Secretary to determine that. If a
Chief Secretary in future happened to be
a more "hal y Joe" kind of man than
the present ChIef Secretary, he could
cancel the licence of Flemington racecourse.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Mo\'e the
omission of sub-clause (2).
Mr. KEOGH said he would not do
that. At the same time the provision was
placing a tremendous lot of power in the
hands ot the Chief Secretary. He would
not mind that power being in the hands of
the present Chief Secretary, who had so
much wisdom.
Mr. MACKINNON said sub-clauses (3)
and (4) of the amendments which the Government had circulated were similar to
sub-clauses (4) and (5) of dause 63· The
whole fight would really take place over
the omission of sub-clause (3) from the
clause, and for that sub-clause it was proposed to substitute new sub-clauses (5),
(6), (7), and (8). The simplest wav would
be to have the whole argument in" regard
to fees on the question of the omission
of sub-clause (3), with a view of substituting new sub-clauses (5): (6), (7), and
(8). There were immaterial differences between sub-clauses (3) and (4) of the
amendments circulated, and sub-clauses (4)
and (5) of clause 63. The whole fight
would have to take place on the question
of the omission of sub-cl ause (3).
Mr. BOYD said sub-clause (2) was
rather a new departure from the ordinary
procedure. That sub-clause provided that
a licence might be cancelled bv the Chief
Secretary .for any good cause. He did
not know of any Act in which power was
given to any particular Minister to do anvthing. The power was generally given
the Governor in Council.
Mr. W ATT.-The Boilers Inspection Bill
gave the Chief Secretary power.
Mr. BOYD said he certainly thought a
power of this description should not be
given to anv particu} ar Minister. It was
purely a case for the Governor in
Council.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-·Wait till
you are a Minister. It is all the same.
B~YD said it might be the same,
and It mIght not be. There was a case in

to
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which a Minister who was a member of
another place took certain responsibility on
his shoulders the other day, which might
cause a lot of anxiety and worry to
Ministers in the Assembly who knew
nothing about the matter. He (Mr. Boyd)
begged to moveThat the words " Chief Secretary II be
omitted, with the view of substituting the words
"Governor in Council."

Mr. WATT said he thought it was time
the Premier, who was the oldest Minister
present, explained to the honorable member for Melbourne that there was really
no difference between givil)g power to a
Minister and to the Governor in Council.
vVhen the words "Governor in Council"
were put in an Act, it reallv meant the
Minister, and it was the Minister who
had the pOwer. The Governor in Council
had no time to scan the orders which were
passed through. The Governor in Council knew nothing about it. Honorable
members who had had the extraordinary
fortune or misfortune to be Ministers kne w
it was simply a hurried gabbling of words
in Cabinet-Mr. GAUNSON.--!S that a constitutional
doctrine?
Mr. WATT.-No. It was actual fact,
and it was realities honorable members
were conoerned with in a Bill of this sort.
Each Minister practically put on his colleagues corporate responsibility for his individual act. That was the doctrine. An.
the Ministers bore responsibility for one
]\Enister, and when the Chief SecretarY'
said, "I am going to do a thing," and
when an Order in Council had subsequently
to be passed to allow him to do it, that
was onlv the act of the Chief Secretarv.
It was onlY once in a blue moon that the
Order in Council was scanned bv the head
of the Government, and brought before
the Cabinet. One Minister i,n another
place, whose name was associated with a
!;cand:l.l, received a nice rao over the
knuckles from the Premier. An HONORABLE MEMBER.-How do you
know that?
Mr. WATT said he was not. referring
to the scandal about the pianos. One
Minister passed an Order in Council for
the retire.ment of a civil servant to
contest a seat at the elections. His
colleagues knew nothing about the matter.
When the head of the Government heard
about it he mightv soon cancellerl the Order
in Counci1. But h meant simply this, that
the Minister in charge of the measure was
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the Governor in Council. The amendment
would, therefore, have no effect. In this
case the Chief Secretary meant the Governor in Council, and vice versa.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was sorry to
disagree with the honorable member for
Essendon as a constitutional authority.
The Chief Secretary, no doubt, might recommend his colleagues in the Cabinet, and
they might agree together, but they were
all answerable for their joint act when they
made an Order in Council. He would go
the length of saying that they were all
equally criminally liable. He was talking
about their responsibility before the la w.
Criminal 'prosecutions had not been insti~
tuted against Ministers of the Crown since
the time of Oxford and Bolingbroke. The
present I\finister of Lands was not a Minister' at all until he obtained a portfolio.
Mr. VV ATT .-Bv the same token there is
no such office as that of Fremier. '
Mr. GAUNSON said there was no such
office.
Mr. WATT.-He runs this country,
though.
Mr. GAUNSON said that the present
Premier was really Premier amongst his
fellows by his own force of character. He
(Mr. Gaunson) liked the good old constit~tional doctrine as to responsibility.
It
no doubt meant this, that if the Chief Sec·
retary recommended that a certain course
should be pursued, and if he was overridden, then if. he had any backbone he
would say, "I,resign." In a case of that
kind the Minister would not wait, like the
late Minister of Lands waited but he
would resign forthwith.
'
The CHAIRMAN . -This has nothing to
do with the question before the Chair.
Mr. COLECHIN (to Mr. Gaunson).-Yotr
think he should have crossed the floor like
you did.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was not a Minister, and there was no responsibilitv on his
shoulders. He was only responsibfe to his
constituents, and as those constituents no
longer existed, he was not responsible to
anyone. In fact, if the matter was followed out to its logical' conclusion in a
Court of law, and if he were charged with
a criminal offence, he would have to prove
that he was an irresponsible being, and
therefore a 1unatic. He did not II cotton "
to this amendment. In the old-time nove],
St.'san said, "Bill, I cOIttons to you," and
he answered. "Susan, I freezes to vou."
Practically there was nothing much {n the
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a.mendment, but the responsibility which it
was proposed to give to the Chief Secretary was enormous. Under this proposal
the Chief Secretary might cancel a licence
issued in respect of the V.R.C. ground or
the ground of any other club, body, or person holding a licence in respect of a racecourse. There was no power to appeal from
him. The only protection, and it was a very
shadowy one, was that if there was a sufficient bodv of inflamed public feeling, or of
solid public feeling in opposition to his act,
and if a general election was approaching,
it might be possible to turn him and his GoThen, if he was
vernment out of office.
turned out, and a fresh Chief Secretary
was installed, it might be possible for the
new Chief Secretary to issue a fresh licence,
though .as to that there might be some
doubt. It was a question whether, oflce a
licence was cancelled, it coulo ever be restored. In the case of a pilot who was
brought up charged with some dereliction
of duty or negligence, his case was not
heard before the Chief Secretary or any
other officer, but before a properly established Court. The pilot was not bound
to take the decision of that Court, but he
-could appeal, because he held a licence, and
that was, no doubt, the reason lying at the
foundation of it. He could appeal against
that decision to the Governor in Council,
3.nd it had been a very moot point among
la wyers as to whether the Governor in
Council must not sit with his Council and
hear the appeal viva voce.
The Chief
Secret.ary, whose former partner, 1\1r.
Croker, had often appeared for the pilots.
knew that this was the case. But here, in
a case which might involve interests of
great magnitude, the Committee were asked
to pass a clause which should not be passed
without some further consideration.
It
seemed to him that howsoever much power
might reasonably be given to a Minister of
the Crown, who, it might be reasonably
supposed, would always use his authority
in a reasonable way, yet one could not always be sure that that would be the case.
The whole question was whether honorable
members would say, wittingly or unwittingly, that the Chief Secretary should be
given such an enormous power. The clause
said "for any good cause," and that was
a very good phrase, but any cause which
appeared to the Chief Secretary to be sufficient to cancel the licence was to him a
'good cause, and there was no one who could
This authority
overthrow his authority.
Mr. Gaunson.
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was to be exercised, not by the Governor
in Council, but by the Chief Secretary, and
if the Chief Secretary cancelled a licence
the Premier could not interfere with him.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-It is done.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Yes, it was done.
The arrow was shot from the bow, and it
was verv doubtful whether it could ever
be recalied to the bow, even by a succeeding Chief Secretary. Honorable members
should think over this matter a little more
before they agreed to it. I t was a very big
question, and one of enormous moment and
magnitude--one that ought not to be passed
as if it were a matter of little or no consequence.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOcK.-What do vou
suggest as a protection?
•
Mr. CULLEN.-A police magistrate.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not believe
in referring such a matter to a police magistrate, who was a paid officer of the Government. Our wise ancestors never left the
enforcement of the law to the paid officers
of the CrOWD, and for that reason the final
enforcement of t~e law was left to <: jury,
who were responsIble to God and then conscience. What he would suggest was that
there should be an appeal to the Supreme
Court against any such cancellation.
Mr . WATT. - Against the act of a
Minister?
Mr. GAUNSON.-Yes.
1\1r. WATT.-Do you know of any
parallel?
Mr. GAUNSON said there were fiftv
parallels, although, standing on his legs, he
could not mention anv of them.
Mr. WATT.-You will find it difficult.
Mr. GAUNSON said it would be difficult to find a parallel where a Minister wa.s
given such a power as was now proposed.
Mr. WATT.. -The Factories Act is full
of it.
Mr. GAUNSON said it was not full of
it. In those cases the Minister had to deal
only with persons who were already convicted. He did not deal with them upon
his own ipse dixit. In any case, he would
not look to the Factories Act to find a
parallel, because he believed th.at honorable members would soon be called upon
to consider whether that Act should not
be repealed. It was passed under a funk
and panic-funk of t~e Labour Party.
He put it as a reasonable suggestion, so
that valuable property would not be
placed within the power of a Minister in
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that fashion. He had no doubt that he
could put dozens of instances before the
Conunittee.
Mr. MACKEY.-Do you suggest that a
Minister should be responsibJe to the
House for not doing an action, and responsible to the Supreme Court if he does
do it?
:Mr: GAUNSON said he did not suggest that the Minister should be responsible, but that his action should be
amenable to an appeal to the Supreme
Court. If no appeal had ever been
allowed from a 1-.1inister's public action to
a properly constituted legal tribunal, was
it not desirable to establish a precedent?
Mr. GRAY.-In the Ah Toy case there
was an appeal against a Minister.
Mr. GAUNSON said that in the case
of Ah Toy against Musgrove, the matter
was a dry question of law, and there was
no question of interfering with the Minister. Lord Cope had rightly said that
every precedent must have a beginning,
and if there was no precedent in this case,
the Committee should make one now.
Mr. MACKEY.-This is a pure matter of
administration.
Mr. GAUNSON said the question was
whether it should be made a matter of
administration or not. He did not care
even if it were proposed to give the Premier the right at all times to cancel
licences, he (Mr. Gaunson) would not
grant such a power to the Premier, nor to
any other person, without the right of
appeal.
Mr. BOYD said he would like to call
the attention of the Committee to one
aspect of the matter that had probably
escaped their notice. The Minister of
Lands had called his attention to tpe power
given to the Attorney-General to prohibit
art unions. Out of this I.:ase manv difficulties arose. There was an instance in
which the Attorney-General, off his own
bat, could allow an art union to go on or
prohibit it. That was a case where the
action of the Minister was not the action
of the Government, for the AttorneyGeneral would not permit any of his colleagues to interfere with a function which
was given to him bv law. He had had
cases for the appointment of justices of
. the peace before the present AttorneyGeneral, and he recollected asking the
Attorney-General to take a particular
appointment before the Cabinet, but that
gentleman sat back aghast a~d said, "I
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would not permit the Cabinet to interfere
in the appointment ofl justices of the
peace."
Mr. W ATT.-The Cabinet told him to
say that.
-Mr. BOYD said the Attorney-General
would not permit his colleagues to interfere in a matter that was confined to him
by Act of Parliament.
Mr. WATT.-If it were a matter for an
Order in Council would that be better?
Mr. BOYD.-Yes, because every member of the Cabinet had an equal voice.
Mr. W ATT.-Has he?
Mr. BOYD.-Certainly. The case he
had referred to was a case where by' Act
of Parliament certain functions were confined to a Minister, and that Minister was
in another place. In such a case a motion
of want of confidence in the Government
would be an unjust proceeding. To say
that tHat gentleman's colleagues in this
House should suffer for what was done by
a Minister in another place would be an
outrage on fair play. Where the Governor in Council was substituted for the
Chief Secretary every member of the
Ministry was responsible for the action of
any of his colleagues.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Do YOU think
the Chief Secretarv will allow' his colleagues to interfere - with him?
Mr. BOYD said he would not express
an opinion on tnat, but no doubt the Chief
Secretary was only too anxious to get the
a pproval of his colleagues before doing
anything.
Sir ALEXANDER PEAcocK.-He is too
obliging.
Mr. BOY]) said that if the present Attorney-General were Chief Secretary, being a strict Scotch Sabbatarian, it might
suddenly OCcur to him that it would be a
good thing to sweep all race-courses out
of existence, because he did not approve
of anything in the shape of betting. He
would decide on that quite irrespective of
the Cabinet, and might turn the whole
police force on to a race-course to stop
the races. The law would nave to be carried out, and the Government would be
absolutely helpless.
Sir ALEXANDER PEAcocK.-Thev would
climb down, as they did over the- Sunday
trains.
~Ir. BOYD said the case he had given
as an illustration was one in which the
Minister would have control; it was a
case where an Attorney-General as Chief
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Secre~ary would have control, and the prethe Ministry. This was certainly a case
sent Attorney-General was a man of where the power should not be given to
strong character and determination.
the Chief Secretary. He did not say there
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).- was the slightest danger at the present
'What about the :\Jinister of Lands? Look moment, because he did not think the present Chief Secretary would take any highat his square ja\",
:\1r. BOYD said members were aware of handed action.
the fighting characteristics of the Minister
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I am quite 'sure
of Lands, whose physiognomy did not of that.
belie him. The square jaw denoted
Mr. BOYD said he did not think the
strength of character, and the Minister of present Chief Secretary would be likely
Lands had a square jaw. If the Minister to take any action that would embarrass
of Lands happened to be Chief Secretary, the Cabinet, at any rate.
and w'as in another House, he might put
Mr. BENT.-PUt in "the 'Governor in
his back up, and his colleagues could not Council," and have done with it.
Mr. BOYD said if the Government
interfere.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).- would accept the amendment he would say
no more.
What if he was in this House?
Mr. BOYD said that if he were in this
Mr. l\IURRA Y asked if the Government
House he would be subject to the criticism had accepted the amendment?
of the representatives of the people, and
Mr. MACKEY.-Yes.
the Government might be tossed out of
l\lr . MURRAY said he would like the
office. The M.inister of L'ands would not Government to give reasons for their acbe likely to take that stand if he was in tion. The cancellation of licences appeared
this House, because members of this to him iust as judicious a power to place
House were more closely in touch with in the hands of the Chief Secretary as the
public opinion than members of another power to issue licences. If the Chief Secplace were. He (Mr. Boyd) had seen a retary was fit to do the one, he was also
dozen members in this House ask for a perfectly well qualified to do the other.
declaration of the Government policy in Of course honorable members expected to
regard to the appointment of justices of see the legislation they were now passing
the peace, and after Mr. Irvine, who was superseded shortly by another amendment
then Premier, had been driven to make a making it all null and void.
statement as to the policy of the GovernMr. l\IAcKEY.-Then perhaps you do not
ment in the matter, the Attorney-General expect an answer now?
snapped his fingers, and pursued his O\vn
Mr. MURRAY said he desired an ancourse. This House did nothing. Dur- swer, but he did not expect a satisfactory
ing a wave of popular feeling in the one.
countrv, the Attornev-General or the Chief
l\fr. MACKEY said he coulCl not put
Secretary might be -in a position to defy the reason for the acceptance of the amendthe representatives of the people in the ment better than the honorable member for
Assembly by pursuing a certain course ~[elbourne had put it, that if Parliament
of
action
on
his
own
account H·sted the power of cancelling licences in
It the Chief Secretary, the Chief Secreta,ry
quite irrespective of the Cabinet.
would not be a case then for an Order could sa v to his fellow members of the
in Council; it would be the decision of Cabinet .. if the matter was brought up
the Chid Secretary, and if the Chief Sec- there. "Parliament has vestea this discreretarv refused to allow a race meeting tion in me, and I would be a traitor to
to take place on any course, or cancelled mv office if I allowed other members of
their licences, making it an offence to hold the Cabinet to coerce me into acting against
the meeting, he could then stop racing my own judgment." If, however, the power
at Flemington or Caulfield at his own was vested in the Governor in Council,
sweet will. He was satisfied the Commit- anv member of the Cabinet had a right to
tee were not prepared to grant that power brinrr UD the matter for discussion, if he
to anv individual Minister. If he (Mr. should happen to know of it beforehand.
Boyd) had his wav. he would take from He admitted that generally these Orders
the' Attorney-General the present power of in Council had th~ir initiative with the
appointing- ;ustices, and put it in the hands :Minister, and thev ended with the \fjnist~r
of thp Cabinet as a whole, because he be- up to the Governor's signature; but, apart
lieved in th~ corporate responsibility of from that, these questions were often
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bruited abroad before the Order in Council provision should be made for keeping alive
was signed, and in that case any of the the rights of a large body of persons who
Chief Secretary's colleagues in C.abinet might be affected by a motion of this kind.
could bring the matter up, and had a right He was satisfied that the discussion had
to have it discussed by the Cabinet, and arisen, and that some honorable members
in such a case if the power was vested in had taken part in it. The true and simple
the 'Governor in Council the majority of constitutional doctrine was this: A Minthe Cabinet prevailed, and the Chief Sec- ister was administering a Department. but
retary would have no cause of complaint he was not specially authorized to make
whatever. Hence the effect of the amend- ;lny order, nor was he charged with any
ment. if carried, would be that the power specific du:ty in which he could not be
would be vested in the Governor in Coull1.cil, interfered with, any more than a policeand that meant in the Cabinet of the day, man who was charged with a duty could
and it would simpl y mean that the Cabinet be interfered with. He was a statutory
had full power of discussing the matter officer, a mere statutory agent, the person
without in any way endeavouring to coerce limited, chalked out, denominated, and
the i udgment of the Chief Secretary, for speciallY designed to carry out the Statute.
it was the judgment of the majority of the 'V here the Statute was only being acfminCabinet that would prevail, and not that istered in his Department, the Minister
no doubt came down with! recommendaof the Chief SecretarY alune.
1v1r. OUTTRIM said he was very glad tions to the Governor in Council j but an
the Government had agreed to the amend- Order in Council-he did not care whether
ment. He could not understand how the the Minister was charged with the duty
Chief Secretary would take upon himself of it or not-was the joint and separate
the great responsibility proposed.
Of action of every man, including the Gocourse, Orders in Council were signed by vernor, and if any Minister was dissatisthe ordinary Ministers, ana went before fied with it, if it- was a- thing of which
the Governor, but he had seen several Orders his conscience could not approve, his course
in Council wi.1lhdrawn at the Executive of conduct was very clear, but it was
Council meeting, for if any member of devilish seldom carried out. If he disthe Cabinet objected to an Order in Council approved of that action, if he wanted to
it was withdrawn for the time being. escape from his responsibilitv, he must reTherefore there was a double security, if sign. That was the simple' constitutional
this power was left to the Governor in doctrine, and it was just as well that honCouncil. that the matter would be con- orable members should all know it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST expressed the
sidered. The Premier also knew that it
was the duty of tbe Premier to look at hope that the 'Government would agree to
every Order in Council before it was the proposal to insert the "Governor in
passed. The Premier had the general Council. "
1\1r. BENT.-I thought we agreed to that
supervision of them, even before they went
to the Governor.
The amendment was some time ago.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it was all
therefore very wise, and he was pleased
right if the Government had agreed to it,
the Government had accepted it.
Mr. GAUNSON said he wished to cor- but honorable members would like to know
rect the statement which he made that an definitelY. because there did not seem to
ordinary pilot, after having his certificate be anvbody in particular in charge of the
suspended, could appeal to the Governor matter, or anybody with any particular dein Council. He saw now, that this had . sire to do anything. Ministers were all a
been repealed. If a pilot was charged bit shv of the Bi'll now. They were all
with misconduct in his office as a pilot, up at the table for the first t"vo or three
and if the Court recognised the cancella- days, but now they were sitting back.
Mr. BENT.-It has been agreed to for
tion of his certificate, and he thought that
Surely you do not
that recognition was based upon grounds two. or three days.
that were not lawful, he might request want to put it that you are the whole
the Court to state a case for the opinion House.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he was
of the Supreme Court, and there must be
a case stated to the Supreme Court. If simply pointing out the bashfulness of
in so slight a case such provision was made Ministers at the present stage of the Bill.
Mr. MURRAY said he did not agree
for keeping alive the rights of a single individual, surely it was only fair that some entirely with the contention of the Minister
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who a very short time ago ,vas in charge of
the Bill, but who had apparently disappeared in a mysterious way.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT .-Shall we send
for him?
~Ir. ~IURRAY said he did not know
whether it was worth while. The amendment seemed to be a shelving of what
should be a personal responsibility. Some
individual Minister should be responsible
for the administration of this portion of
the measure. By the Bill the responsibilitv of granting the licence was placed o.n
the Chief Secretary. Why, then, was It
not proposed to put that power also in the
hands of the 'Governor in Council? He
onlv rose to remind honorable members 0f
what the Minister of Lands said a short
time ago when he (Mr. Murray) suggested
an amendment in a previous clause to insert the words "the Governor in CounciL"
The Minister of Lands then said, "We
have altogether too much of this Governor
in Council. I entirely disapprove of the
Governor in Council, and we should employ the Governor in Council just as seldom as we possibly can." Yet shortly
afterwards the Minister coolly got up on
the floor of the chamber and accepted
an amendment taking certain responsibilitv out of the hands of the
responsible 1\'linister, and. vesting .it
in the Governor in CouncIl.
He dId
not think it a verv forcible answer to
sav that the matter might be brought
bv am' member of the Cabinet, and that
the rnatter would be discussed in the
Cabinet. If a Minister in anv cases exercised power in a manner that was contrary
to the views of his colleagues, would they
not inform him of it? If it was an important matter, wOl.1d he not ask the adyice
of his colleagues on the question, ,iust .as
much as if it was a matter to be dealt WIth
hv the Governor in Council? The amendnient was simplv taking out of the hands
of the Chief Secretary a very nroJ)er power
that in the Bill was placed in the Chief
Secretary's hands.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Does the Attorney-General consult his colleagues?
Mr. MURRAY said there was one m~tter
which he did not think the Attorney-General consulted his colleagues upan, arid that
was in reference to the appointment of jl.Stices of the peace, which really ought to he
made a matter for the Governor in Council.
He might, indeed, open up a discussion on
the fJuestion of the appointment of justices
of the peace in connexion with this clause.

up

Suppression Bill.

Mr. COLECHIN.-Or the purchase of
pianos.
Mr. MURRAY said when a Minister
did anything which was not popular with
his colleagues, no matter how popular it
might be Outside, the Minister would submit
to the will of the majority in the Cabinet.
The Minister would not set himself up and
say, "This agreement must be carried out."
The Minister simply effaced himself, and
so it would be in the case under discussion,
if the power was left in the hands of the
Chief Secretary. It would not be a change
for the better if the amendment were accepted. The question of placing the matter in the hands of the Governor in Council
must have suggested itself to the Government when they were drafting the clause.
He, unfortunately, was out of the chamber
for a little while, and had not heard all
the arguments that had been used in su pport
of the amendment.
The arguments that
he had heard did not appeal to him as
being forcible, though they appeared to
have convinced the Chamber. He did not
hear the Substantial parts of the honorable
member for Melbourne's arguments. The
honorable member was just about concluding his peroration in an apparently somewhat he-ated manner.
Mr. COLECHIN.-That was the best part
of it.
Mr. MURRAY said the concluding part
of honorable members' speeches were the
part which was liked the best-the concluding part when the honorable member
who was speaking was assuring the House
he had nothing further to say. That was
often his (Mr. Murray's) feeling towards
the honorable member for Geelong, when
the honorable member had conel uded a
brilliant oration, and was informing the
House that he had verv little further to sa\'
on the subject.'
Mr. COLEcHIN.-I never finish like that.
Mr. MURRAY said such a remark on the
part of the honorable member was often a
prelude to the honorable member saYing a
great deal more. He supposed that honorable members, who were displaying a
laudable anxiety to get an with the BilJan anxiety that was quite refreshing to see
-were now verv anxious that he should
sit down, as the -Committee apparently had
made up its mind.
Mr. COLECHIN.-Why do you want to
do away with the Governor in Council?
1\1r. ~fL'RRA Y said there was something
he would like to do a\yav with sooner
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than the Governor in .Council.
The
day
would
happen
probably
when
we would appoint our own State
Governor, and the selection might fall
upon the present honorable member for
Geelong. If that were the case, he did
not think the House would care to place
this power in the hands of the Gcwernor in
Council, even if the Governor had nothing to say in the matter. As the honorable
member for the· Public Officers knew, the
Governor in ,Council was really a fiction
after all. The Governor in Council played
no part in the passing of these orders. He
merely appended his signature, and did not
discuss the question, accepting the proposal
of the Ministers as being the correct one.
He (Mr. Murray) really thought that in
these cases, the Governor in General Ought
to disappear altogether, and as the Chamber
showed the utmost confidence in the Cabinet,
it would be a very much more truthful and
straightforward way to decide the matter
by leaving it in the hands of the Cabinet.
However, he did not think the question at
this stage was worth further diSCussion.
He had a hope that in the calm good tempered tone which now prevailed throughout
the Chamber, it would be possible farther
on to carry some very sagacious proposals
which would render this clause absolutely
unnecessary.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. BENT movedThat sub-clause (3) be struck out, with the
vicw of substituting the following:For each such licence there shall before the
issue there~f be paid into the Consolidated
Revenue a f.ee of One pound and also an annual
sum equal to three per centum of the gross
revenue from all sources received or derived
f rom such race-course by the owner or trustees
of the race-course or the club association or
person by or on behalf of which or whom any
race meetings took place on such race-course
during the year ended on the last day of July
immediately preceding the year or period for
which a licence is required. Provided however
that where the said gross revenue is less than
One thousand five hundred pounds, but not more
than Six hundred pounds, such annual sum shall
be equal to two per centum of such gross
revenue, and where the said gross revenue is Six
hundred pounds or less no such annual sum shall
be charl!ed.

He said it had been pointed out to him
that in the case of some of the country
clubs, the amount provided for in subclause (3) was rather too high. He had
therefore agreed to make the licence-fee
£'1. There would be no percentage up to
£600 of the gross revenue.
The gross
revenue up to £600 would be free, but
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there would be a licence-fee of £1. From
£600 to £1,500 of the gross revent,le, there
would be a charge of 2 per cent., and from
£1,500 upwards, there was to be a charge
of 3 per cent. On the last occasion this.
matter was under consideration it was
stated that the amounts would be 4 per
cent. and 5 per cent. respectively, and
some honorable members stated they were
informed that percentage would bring in up
to £5,000 a year. That was all nonsense.
He understood, however, that 3 per cent.
would produce about £2,500 a year.
1\1r. W ATT.-That is from one club.
Mr. BENT said it was from the V.R.C.
alone. The V.R.C. had promised him, as
Treasurer, many times that they would be
prepared to pay £1,000 or £2,000 a year
if the Government would agree to give
them the power of regulating all race~
COUTseS, as they had hitherto done.
They
were also prepared to pay 10 per cent. on
what the)ll received from the bookmakers,
but they thought thaf the proper plan would
be.. to have tickets. He understood that if
there had been a charge of 3d. a piece on
the tickets on Cup day, it would have produced almost as much as he wanted under
his present proposal. I t was also said by
the V.R. C. that the club contributed over
£1,000 a year to the hospitals, in connexion with jockeys who were injued or
ill, and all that sort of thing. The value
of the lands in this State used for racing
purposes was nearly £1,000,000, and the
Government did not get anything at all
from anvbody in respect of those lands.
Mr. COLECHIN.-The country clubs use
them for picnics more than for racing.
Mr. BENT said he did not care what
they were used for.
Did not honorable
members think it right that the hospitals.
should obtain something for the indig-ent
poor from people who enjoyed themselves
on these courses? People were enjoying
themselves yesterday, and paving nothing to
charitv.
"
Mr." BOYD.-I think they paid prettv
stiff.
Mr. BENT said tlie V.R.C. were prepared, if they were given the control of
racing, which he believed they had now,.
to hand over 10 per cent. of what thev received from the bookmakers. Under this.
Bill, these people were being given great
amounts of money-more money than had
been given hitherto. As he had said before, in cases where the gross revenue was
under £600, the clubs would not pay anything.
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Mr. WATT.-vVhich part IS yital-the be a tax of 2 per cent., and that from
£1,500 upwards the tax shodd be 3 per
clause or the amendment?
Mr. BENT said he had arrived at the cent. He did not think that anyone could
grumble at those small fees, and be hoped
conclusion that there was nothing vital.
Mr. COLECHIN.-'Ve have got it Out at they wOttld be carried with very li~tle discussion.
last.
}Ir. BENT said it appeared to him,
Sir ALEXA~DER PEACOCK refrom the sympathetic speeches which had marked that he had been yery patient in
been made with regard to races, that it was connexion with this Bill, and had occupied
the desire of the Chamber to increase the very little time, but he would appeal to
number of courses, and to get down to re- the" Premier and the members of the Go~
creation grounds. From what he heard, vernment to retreat from the position they
there might be an amendment to allow every had taken up. The Bill had blocked
place to be used for racing.
'public business for a considerable length
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).-You of time, and the peo~le outside were besh~uld nave adopted Anstey's definition.
ginning to wonder when the House was
1\1r. BENT said he was relying on the going to do any work.
promises which had been made to him. His
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Is not
present proposal with regard to the £600 this public business?
would not affect a certain little place beSir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
yond Eaglehawk, where people were at- there was other pholic bllsiness as well.
tacked by leeches when they went to bathe. He would ask honorable members to conMr. COLECHIN.-There are more leeches sider the situation with regard to the taxaon the raoe-course.
tion proposals.
There had been dissertaMr. BENT said he knew it was unneces- tions this afternoon from the honorable
sary for him to speak at length on this member for the Public Officers, the honormatter to such an intelligent Assembly. able member for Melbourne, and the honHonorable members were well primed on orable member for Essendon, in regard to
every part of this subject. He himself had :Ministerial responsibility, but ,,,here was
had an education while the Bill was under the Ministerial responsibility in connexion
discussion.
Talk about his going to with the taxation proposals? It ,\·as fair
school years ago, it was nothing to what for honorable members to assume when Bills
he had learned in connexion with this Bill. were brought forward to be discussed in
It had taught him a lesson. He had told Parliament that they had received full conthe House before that the late 1\1r. Gillies, siderntion in Cabinet, and now honorable
who was a gcod judge in poJitical matters, members had a proposition in their hands
advised him never to touch either a Gaming with regard to taxation. The question of
Suppression Bill or a Licensing Bill. defining the fees to be paid for licences to
He could assure honorable members that hold ra;ce meetings had been debated on
he remembered those words, and had three different occasions. Shortl v, the protaken them deeply to heart. At anv rate, vision in clause 63 with regard to fees was
he would not take up any more time, but that where a race-course was situated withwould only tell honorable members that in twenty miles of the General Post Office,
he had fallen in with the view of those per- Melbourne, for each dav on which a race
sons who said that 3, 4, and 5 per cent. meeting was authorized by the licence, the
would be too much to take. He wot.ld now fee should be £5. It was provided that
ask honorable members that up to ,vhere a race-course was situated within
£600-fifteen miles of the principal post-offices at
1\fr. TouTcHER.-Would it not be better Ballarat or Bendigo, the fee should be £5,
to leave it to the body that is going to and that for all other meetings throughout
control racing?
the carmtry, the fee should be £1. That
- 1\fr. BENT said he had decided on no was a fair proposition.
body vet. As he had told honorable mem1\1r. BENT.-The honorable member for
bers, he did not intend to vote for the toBendigo East did not say so.
talizator or for any body.
Sh ALEXANDER PEACOCK s~d
Mr. ANsTEY.-Or any thing.
Mr. BENT.-Or any thing, or any the honorable member for Bendigo East
On
where, or any time. He was proposing now had caused a good deal of trOuble.
that revenue up to £600 should 'be exempt, the first occasion when the auestion of taxathat on from £600 to £r,500 there should tion was considered, it was suggested that
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£5 a day was not an unfair proposition for
the big race-course;) in the metropolitan
area.
Mr. WATT.-I suggested £50.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
it was considered rather hard by some
honorab,1e members that race-courses in
districts such as Ballarat and Bendigo should pay, the same as courses like
Flemington and Caulfield, and it was suggested that a fee of £ 1 per meeting should
be made applicable to all race-courses outside Melbourne.
Then the Government
made a proposition, which was voiced by
the Treasurer, that there should be a tax
of 5 per cent. on all receipts on all racecourses.
That proposition was varied
again, and there was a third proposal that
there should be a sliding scale of 3 per
cent., 4 per cent., and 5 per cent.
Mr. BENT.-That is not three times.
Please count properly.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
first, there was the proposal in the Bill,
then there was the discussion in Committee
of the whole---, Mr. COLECHIN.-There was my proposal
of £50.
.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
the hooorable member for Geelong suggested there should be a fee of £50, and
then the Premier came down and said the
fee was to be 5 per cent. an all receipts.
1Ir. BENT.-Not on all receipts. You
had better look up your Bill.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
there was another proposal bv the Premier
for a sliding scale of 3, 4, and 5 per cent.
11r. BENT.-I empb..:1..size again that there
was no proposal for 5 per cent. all round.
Mr. W ATT.-We have it in print.
:Mr. BENT.-No, it is not.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
there was a proviso to the resolution to
char~e 5 per cent., that when the revenue
was less than £1,000-'Mr. BENT.-You see you are wrong.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
fOllr different proposals had been made by
the Treasurer, who was resoonsible to the
House.
Mr. BENT.-There have only been two
proposals.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
t~ere had been different debates on the questIOn of fees, and any amount of time had
been taken uP.
Mr. BENT ~- The fees in the Bill were
carried by the House.
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Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
when the proposal in the Bill was carried
?y the Committee of the whole, they knew
It was to be incorporated in the Bill. He
(Sir Alexander Peacock) urged honorable
members to carry it at that stage, because
th~ resolution had to be incorporated in the
Blll, and honorable members could vary it
as they pleased when the clause came up
for discussion.
The proposal that £,600
should be exempt, that there should be a
tax of 2 per cent. from £600 to £1,5°0,
and that there should be a tax of 3 per
cent. from £1~500 upwards was a very
taking one. The exemption of £600
would exempt all the country clubs. He
(Sir Alexander Peacock) thought it would
be far better for the Premier to do what
the honorable gentleman had said in the
.House, and had said on the public platform he v,,"ould do-to bring in a aeneral
Charity Bill. Such a question was ~ntirelv
foreign to this Bill.
' Mr. A. S. EAILES (Bendigo East).-You
are with the V.R.C. now.
Mr. BENT (to Sir Alexander Peaccek).No matter where it comes in, it is wrong.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
he was a member of the Government which
brought in a Charity Bill, bl}t that measure
was to provide for a tax on all sports and
amusements.
It did not deal only with
taxing those who indt.lged in hOlfse .racing.
That was the most difficult Bill the 11inistry of which he was a member ever tned
to get through.
He (Sir Alexander Pe:lcock) knew the Premier would have tbe
greatest difficulty in passing such a measure.
It would be far better for the Governme~~ to ,get back to th",ir origll1~ll
proposl~lCm 111 Jregard
to fee').
ThePremier ~orrected him just nO\v in regard
to a certam matter, but the honorable member for Prahran had obtained the record of
the resolution from the Clerk of the House,
and the statement he (Sir Alexander Peacock) made was correct.
The resolution
submitted to the House by the Premier was
as follows : That in lieu of the rates of fees for annual
licences for race-courses as aareed to by the
Legislative Assembly on the b fourth' day of
October One thousand nine hundred and six
there shall. be charged collected and paid iuto
the Consolidated Revenue before the issue of
any annual licence for a race-course a fee of
one pound for such licence and also an annual
sum equal to five per centum of the gross revenue from all sources received or derived from
such race-course by the owner or trustees of the
ra.ce-course or the club association or persO'l1 by
or on behalf of which or whom any race meetings
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'took place on such race-course during the
year ended o~ the last day of ~ugust ~mme
diately preced111g the year for whIch a lIcence
is required.
If for any reason the gross revenue as ~fore
said cannot be ascertained, or does not 111 the
opinion of the Chief Secretary appear to be correctly stated by the applicant for a licence, the
annual sum to be paid for the licence shall be
assessed and determined by the Chief Secretary
on such evidence as may be produced by the
applicant for the licence.

Mr. OMAN expressed the opinion that
these sub~clauses should not be excised
from the Bill. When the Premier proposed
that 5 per cent. on the gross receipts should
be charged, he (Mr. Oman) rose and pointed
out that if that were done it would operate
, very unfairly on several racing clubs.
The CHAIRMAN.-I would like to
read to the Committee what has actually
been done in this matter. Th~ following
Then on the motion of the Premier, the is an extract from the Votes and Proceedings of Wednesday, October 17foIlO\~ing proviso was inserted : -

Provided that when such gross revenue is less
than £1,000, such annual sum shall be equal to
4 per centum of such gross revenue; where such
gross revenue is less than £600, such annual
sum shall be equal to 3 per centum of such
gross revenue.

Mr. BENT.-That is no t.se. Neither you
nor the honorable member for Prahran will
alter the fact. I do not care if there are
a hundred Prahrans.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
he was reading an extract from the records
of the House. It would certainly expedite
business-for private members' business
would come on to-night-Mr. BENT.-I am not going to ask for
any timie.
Keep the private members'
time.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
the new proposition of the Government
would lead to considerable debate.
First
thoughts were always said to be the best,.
and the first proposition of the Government
was best.
If the Government made the
tax £5 in the metropolitan area, and £1
elsewhere. a large amount of money would
be obtained, and it would be going back to
their original proposal.
Mr. BROMLEy.-Why should the metropolitan area be mulcted every time?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
the honorable member knew full well that
Melbourne fell in for evervthing good.
Look at all the people who had come from
the countrv for the races. He thought the
honorable -member for Carlton wculd recognise that a fee of £5 for metropolitan
courses, and £1 fOr country courses wott:.ld
be a fair thing. The honorable member
for Geelong suggested £50, but that would
be excessive. He (Sir Alexander Peacock)
would suggest that the Government should
go back to their original proposition.
The CHAIRMAN.-The Premier desires to omit this, with the view of submitting his other amendment.

GAMING
SUPPRESSION. - FEES. - Mr.
Bent
moved, That this House do now resolve itself
into a Committee of the whole to reconsider the
licence-fees to be charged on race-courses
licensed under the Gaming Suppression Bill.
Debate ensued.
,
Question-put and resolved in the affirmative_
Whereupon Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and
the House resolved itself into a Committee of
the whole,
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; Mr. Craven
having reported that the Committee had come
to a certain resolution, the Standing Orders
were suspended so as to allow the Report to be
received this day.
Mr. Craven reported from a Committee of
the whole House the following resolution : -

and then the resolution was set out_
Therefore, as a matter of fact, sub-clause
(3) should be deleted.
'Ve are really considering what the Committee of the whole
House has assented to.
Mr. BOYD said that this clause had
never been objected to by the House, arid
had never been voted upon. When the
clause came before the House in its proper
order, the House might agree to it, or it
might take up a totally different attitude
from the attitude it took up previously.
Mr. GAUNSON said that with respect
to the point of order, he thought honorable members were placed in a difficult position. There was no doubt that a Committee of the whole, which was of equal
power and authority with this Com,!TIittee,
had decided that the 'fees to be submitted
to the Committee on the Bill should be the
fees that were passed by that Committee
of the whole, and although, as a mere
matter of printing, the previous proposals
as to fees had not been formally omitted
from the Bill, he thought the 'Chairman
would be called upon to decide whether the
Committee were not compelled, under these
circumstances, to consider only the fees
which had been already passed by the Committee of the whole, and afterwards adopted
bv the House. He did not pretend to be
a~ fait as to the technical aspect of the
matter, but he was rather inclined to think
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that honorable members were in a difficulty.
The House had not passed the 'fees in the.
Hill, but had only resol.ved that the Bill
should be read a second time.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACocK.-And in lieu
of the fees set out in the Bill, the House
agreed to other fees.
.Mr. GAUNSON said that made the case
stronger against the honorable member.
Everything depended on whether he was
correctly stating facts or not. Before clause
63 came up for consideration in Committee, the Government felt necessitated to
bring down a resolution providing for certain fees to correspond with the fees that
were provided for in the Bill, as it stood
upon the second reading. The Committee
o'f the whole passed the fees in accordance
with that resolution. Then, at a subsequent stage, the Premier moved that the
question of fees should be remitted to a
Committee of the whole for further consideration, and the Committee of the whole
agreed to another set of fees to be substItuted for the fees agreed to former! y, and
which now 'formed part of clause 63. He
thought he was right in stating that the
second set of fees agreed to by the c'ommittee of the whole was identical with the
fees which were contained in the printed
amendment which the Premier had circulated. He was under the impression that
when the Government brought down the
second set of 'fees, which embraced the proposal that 5 per cent. of the gross receipts
should be paid -to the Government, the
Premier said he was willing to alter that
proposal so that clubs in receipt of less than
£600 should go free, that up to £'1,500
the fee should be 3 per cent., and beyond
£ 1,500 5 per cent.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-When was
that?
Mr. GAUNSON said it was during the
discussion that took place about fees, but
whether the Premier's last proposals were
placed 'formally before the Committee, he
did not know.
Mr. J. W. DILLSON (Fitzrov).-No;
they were only suggested alterations.
Mr. GAUNSON said that would mean
a third set of proposals. If honorable
members looked at the amendments which
had been circulated by the Government
they would see that they were l-ieaded
"Amendments to be proposed in Committee bv :Mr. Bent." If the second resolution \vhich had been passed bv the Committee of the whole was in conformitv with
the amendments which the Premier had cir-
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culated, he (1\1r. Gaunson) imagined that
the 'chairman's ruling would be that this
Committee could not properly con?ider subclause (3) of clause 63, but must consider
the amendments only.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Has any
one challenged the ruling of the Chairman?
Mr. GAUNSON.-Yes; the honorable
member for Allandale, supported by the
honorable member for Prahran.
Mr. M.AcKINNoN.-That had nothing
whatever to do with this point.
Mr. OAUNSON said he was bringing
the matter forward for the consideration of
the Committee, and was doing it in this
long, roundabout manner In order to give
the Chairman time to consider his ruling.
Mr. WATT said that the honorable member for the Public Officers had stated that
he had indulged in a long and wearisome
speech on the poirit of order to give the
Chairman time to think over it. Members
would be placed in difficulties in regard to
these matters if the Chairman did not decide in favour of the action of the Government.
The Government had come down
and asked members to pass resolutions for
fees without any consideration or discussion
whatever, saying that the fees would come
up for consideration on a clause in the
Bill.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).-That
was done in connexion with this Bill.
Mr . WATT said that Ministers had
stated that the proper time to consider the
fees was in Committee on the Bill. He
remembered the honorable member for Geelong bringing down a (( wild cat" proposal,
and asking that that procedure should be
followed, and what greater authority on
procedure could honorable members have
than the honorable member for Geelong?
The procedure invariably adopted in this
Chamber was to pass the resolutions. pro
forma in Committee of the whole. Members had often seen a message from the
Governor referred to the' Committee, and
considered in the most formal fashion, and
when honorable members asked for information about the fees the Minister said, (( We
will get to that when we come to the clause
dealing with fees in the BilL" 'Whatever
authorities might say in respect to the procedure of the House of Commons, it had
been the almost invariable practice here in
recent years to discuss the subject of the
fees on a clause in the Bill.
The CHAIRMAN.-Propedy speaking,
sub-clause (3) ought to be deleted, as the
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Premier mm'ed. Every honorable member
knows that the procedure is to go into Committee of the whole House and resolve on
a certain resolution remitted to the Committee.
Mr. WATT.-The Governor's message?
The CHAIRMAN.-That is not necessan'. We have to discuss now a new resolutfon, and it is for the Committee to decide
whatever it likes, but it cannot increase the
fees. The discussion should come on that,
and sub-clause (3) should be deleted.
~[r. WATT said he would like to know
if it was to be understood that, because of
the action of the Committee of the whole,
the effect of which would be to alter the
fees in sub-clause (3), that sub-clause aut?maticalh' disappeared before the CommIttee stage of the Bill was reached.
~Ir. GAUNSON,-YOU cannot have two
resolut:ons standing side by side.
l\Ir. J. \V. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-You
must create a blank.
Mr. WATT s.aid the Committee were
asked to substitute certain fees for certain
It would be very dangerous
other fees.
if the Committee of the whole called upon
to deal with the Bill clause bv clause found
that because of the treatmerit of a certain
resolution blanks were created in the Bill
that could not be considered. If the Committee had to consider alternative proposals
thev would ne,'er know what they were deal.
ing-' with. 'Vith great respect t; the Chairm~n he orr. ·Watt) though't that he had a
ricrht to discuss sub-clause (3) of clause 63
il~ the original Bill, for that was the Bill
remitted to the Committee by the House.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-We should not have considered sub-clause C~) had there not been a
Committee of the ,,:hole to fix these fees.
Mr. WATT sa.:d his point was that this
Committee had to do it. If the second
resoll"ltion in Committee substituted something for sub-claus~ (3) that should. have
been put in the BIll. It was not III the
Bill, and what the Committee had to deal
with was what was in the Bill submitted by
the House. There was not one occasion
within the last ten vears when members had
attempted to discu'ss fees on' the original
resolution without being told by the Minister that the proper time to discuss the fees
was on the Bill, and that the resolution
should be passed pro forma.
The CHA IR~IAN. - The honorable
member will have the fullest right to dis·
cuss them on this resolution.
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Mr. 'VATT said that the proposition
before the Chair was to deal with the part
of the Bill as sent to the Committee by the
House, and that was sub-clause (3) of
clause 63.
The CHAIRMA)J .-The Premier has
moved to omit sub-clause (3).
Mr . WATT said he understood the
Chairman to state just now that sub-clause
(3) must be deleted.
The CHAIRMA~ .-1 said it should be
deleted.
~Ir. WATT .-By the action of this Committee?
The CHAIR~IAN.- Yes.
~I r. \V ATT said that that was his point.
~Ir. MACKINKOX remarked that the
point raised was a very important one.
'Vas the effect of the Chairman's ruling
that there could be no discussion until subclause (3) was deleted?
The CHAIRMAN.-I did not say that.
Mr. MACKIKNON said he thought the
Committee had got into a slight tangle.
What had been stated was undoubtedh' the
feeling of the Committee that wheri the
resolution ,,'as agreed to members would
haye a full opportunity of discussing at
this stage whether the Bill was to remain
as it was, or whether the second resolution
submitted bv the Goyernment should be
adopted.
'This had been the practice.
There h.ad been two sets of resolutions, and
there were nice questions as to the h=story
of the whole thing. There was a danger
of setting a precedent that might be embarrassing afterwards.
The feeling was
that at this stage there should be a discussion.
~lr. OMAN said that this Bill was not a
Bill for taxation purposes, but a Bill to
suppress gambling. The Government introduced their proposals a'fter full consideration by the Cabinet, and they determined that certain fees should be imposed
on racing clubs. Subsequently the Premier proposed, unexpectedly, that a tax of
5 per cent. on the gross revenue should be
le\'ied on all racing clubs in the State.
When the Premier made that proposal, he
(Mr. Oman) strongly opposed it. He
pointed out the position of various clubs
in the country districts, and showed that
such a proposal was hardly fair. If the
Premier intended to place a tax on sport,
he ought to be prepared to come down with
some sort of proposal to tax sport of every
kind, and not introduce a proposal of .this
SOrt to apply to sport of only one kmd.
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Afterwards, when the Premier found that
there was a strong feeling in the Chamber
against the 5 per cent. tax on the gross
revenue, the honorable gentleman proposed
to substitute 3, 4, and 5 per cent. on the
gross revenue. That was equally objectionable in his (Mr. Oman's) opinion. Now
there was an amended proposal to tax all
clubs with a revenue of over £600 2 per
cent. up to ,£I,50o, and 3 per cent. over
that amount. It was rather a clever move
on the part of the Government to propose
to exempt a large number of clubs,-all
those under £600-and this might be the
means of gaining sufficient support for
their proposal to carry it. Nevertheless, he
(Mr. Oman) maintained that this was not
a fair and reasonable proposal in the present Bill-that the Government were overloading the Bill needlessly with such a
• tax j that the Bill was introduced for a particular purpose j and that the Government
had introduced foreign matter. Instead of
imposing, as he had pointed out on a
'former occasion, a tax of £5 and £I,
they proposed now to levy an enormous tax
on the various clubs throughout Victoria,
and be was just as strongly opposed to the
present proposal as he was to the original
proposition of the Government. If it was
wrong to levy a 5 per cent. tax on the gross
revenue of every club, it was equally wrong
to levy such a tax on a limited number of
clubs. As he had previously pointed out,
some clubs had entered into extensive imp~ovements.
He mentioned the case of the
Terang Club.
Thev had made improvements and conveniences for the public at a
.cost of £3,000. That was the -amount of
their bank overdraft at this minute.
Mr. BENT.-And what is the land worth?
Mr. OMAN said they purchased a good
deal of the land which they held.
Mr. BENT.-You had better say they
purchased all their land.
Mr. OMAN said he would not sav the
club purchased all their land.
Mr. BENT.-I know as much as vou do
about Terang and its people, although vou
live close to it.
Mr. OMAN said the Government thought
,.{ 5 quite sufficient taxation in the first
instance, but their amended proposal would
mean a tax of £60.
Mr. BENT .-Good gracious! Th.at will
kiH the poor wretches. They take a thousand on New Year's Day. It will mean
a penny a piece.
Mr. OMAN said the Government should
be prepared to com~ down with a proposal
Session 1906-[95J
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that would not tax one class of sport only-some universal proposal. The Government
were not prepared to do so. Their present proposal was unfair, and for that reason he "'ould oppose it, as he opposed their
former one.
Mr. MURRAY asked what the Chairman's ruling was on the point of order previously raised bv the honorable member for
Essendon? It ~as a very important point.
The CHAIRMAN.-The ruling is that
the proposal to omit sub-clause (3) is in
order.
:Mr. ~~\IURRAY said he would have liked
a little information from the Treasurerinformation the Committee were fairly en~
titled to-as to the amount of monev expected to be raised by th~s tax, and the
total gross revenues of the various racing
clubs throughout the State.
Honorable
members knew pretty well the amount of
revenue of the V.R.C., but they were entirelv in the da,rk as to what sums would be
raised from other sources under this proposal.
This proposition to tax was an
after-thought, and he hardly agreed with
what appeared to be the Tre.1surer's view
that because manv of these race-courses \"ere
Crown lands, the State had a right ·to look
for rewnue from them. These lands \rere
dedicated for certain purposes, and the
question honorable members should ask
was, "Are they being carried out for the
purpose for which they were reserved?"
If thev ,,,ere, it seemed hardlv fair that the
TreaslHer should come in now with these
taxation proposals, ,,:hile all other kinds
of grounds \vhich had also been granted
bv the State, and which were dedicated to
other kinds of sport, remained free from
taxation. It did not weigh with him whether the ground upon which, r:lces were held
was Crown land or the private property of
individuals or dubs. The question was
whether, in the abstract, the proposal was
fair or not, and honorable members ought,
before hastily accepting it, to try to realiz~
what its effect might be. What were till!
positions of the yarious clubs throughout
the State?
Of course, the V.R.C., it
might be said, could well afford to pay
some kind of tax-a t.1X that could be met
in one or two different ways, either by mak~
ing a charge upon the patrons of the courSI!:.
or by a reduction of the stakes. The keelJing, training, and racing of racehorses was,
upon the whole, an unprofitable business. Of
course, when an owner got hold of sllch
an animal as the horse that won the Cup
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yesterday, and had many previous brilliant
.and profitable victories to boast of, it was
a source of profit, but how many owners
in the history of the turf had got hold
of such an animal as Poseidon? He was,
perhaps, almost without a peer in the historv of the Australian turf. He had acco~plished what no other horse had done,
but the owner was a singularly exceptional
and fortunate individual. So if this proposal did mean the lessening of the
stakes, it would still further reduce the
amount of money which owners won, and
bv which, to some extent, thev recouped
tl1eir expenses, and in this way it would
strike a blow at the national sport. If it
was the desire or the intention of, the Government to injure the sport instead of
purifying it, why not set about it in an
open and frank manner? Why not prohibit the holding of races altogether?
Whv not take away these race-courses, 'revoking the grants, "blotting the courses out
of existence, and putting a stop to racing?
Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Ricltmond).--I
should like to see the Government that
would do it.
Mr. ~IURRA Y said sometimes an end
was accomplished not by one step, but by
many. It was achieved step by step. This
might or might not be a. step in the direction of realizing the effect he had indicated.
The honorable member for Hampden had
raised the question of the position of many
of the country clubs. He knew the club
of which the honorable member spoke. It
was one of the best-conduc~ed racing clubs
in the State. It catered cheaply and well
for the amusement of a very large number
of people throughout the Western District.
The Kew Year's Day race meeting at
Terang was a kind of picnic for the whole
of the 'Vestern District. The whole of the
sporting population, which was considerable, appeared to converge at Terang,
bringing hosts of friends. The club gave
cheap amusement to thousands of people.
He believed the attendance on the Terang
race-course on New Year's Day was about
equal to that at Flemington upon an ordinary race day. There had never been a quesfon raised upon that race-course of anv
dishonest running. The course was under
the management of as competent stewards
as those of the V.R.C., who appeared to
be, in the opinion of some press writers,
who displ:wed a lamentable ignorance on
other points, the onl~' people to whom it
was safe to intrust the control of racing.
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Those press writers displayed .a. lamentable
ignorance of the doings of Parliament in
many ways. In one article which appeared
in the Australasian, it was said th.at there
was no fear of this Bill passing the Legislative Council when there were such sportsmen as Mr. William McCulloch and Mr.
Grimwade there to look after the interests
of sport. Either the writer w.as ignorant
of the fact that those gentlemen had ceased
to be members of that most august Chamber, or he meant to imply that, although
absent in body, thev were able to wield an
influence over the p"resent members of the
Council.
These press writers appeared,
from their articles, to think that the onl v
body of men that it was safe to intrust the
comol of racing to was the V.R.C. Committee. He was not going to disparage that
bodv in anv way.
It was more or less
capable. He telieved it was thoroughly •
honest, but he would venture to compare
with it, and not to the disadvantage of the
committee of the Terang Racing Club, the
gentlemen who conducted and controlled the
sport on that great race-course. He believed they knew far more about horses than
the men who constituted the V.R.C. Committee. Most of them, he believed, owned
horses of some kind or another, but they
did not charge the public as the V.R.C.
charged its patrons, and, as the honorable
member for Hampden had pointed out, they
had entered into very heavy obligations.
They were not exceptional in that position,
for there were other clubs throughout the
Western District, and in many other parts
of the State, which had yery heavy responsibilities also. A year or more ago the
'Varmambool club carried out improvements
upon their race-course, making it second in
e<luipment, he believed, only to Flemington
-improvements to the extent of f~,ooo or
,..(6,000, a great portion of which was a
debt ,,"hlch the committee had taken upon
their shoulders.
This kind of club deserved exceptional treatment, if it could be
given-clubs which in a most bona fide 'wav
carried out the duties intrusted to them,
made proper provision for their patrons,
took upon themselves the responsibility of
carrying the liability, and became security
to the bank for the money required to do
that work. Was no distinction to be made
between such clubs and other clubs which
were merely of a mushroom character?
Were the patrons of those places to be
penalized? Were they to have addit:onal
burdens laid UpOD them simply to raise
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revenue, and to raise revenue for what
purpose? In the present redundant state
of the Treasury, was further revenue required? The state of the public finances
disclosed the fact that during the first quarter of this year the receipts of the Treasury
were some .£200,000 more than they were
for the corresponding period of last year.
If a charge was to be made on this sport,
if Parliament was to specialize, to select
this sport from all others, and to put a
charge upon it for purposes of revenue, or
for some specific purpose, such as the support of charities, why should not Parliament give some advantage in return? Why
not give those who conducted the sport a
means of adding to their revenue? He did
not need to suggest the way in which that
could be done. Would it not be a more
acceptable, a more business-like proposal,
if. while Parliament was making a charge
upon them-and it would then be legitimate
to do so-it gave them at the same time
a means of increasing their revenue, a means
by which they could increase their stakes,
by which they could make it more profit·
able for the owner of the racehorse, takincr
away from him the inducement to bet~
and giving to the Treasurer what would be
a substantial sum?
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Would that affect the
vol ume of betting in the community at all?
Mr . MURRAY said he did not speak as
to the volume of betting. He referred to a
proposal to di.vert some of the moneys that
were lost by people wht> betted into different channels, into better channels, channels
that would be productive of more good to
the general community, that would take
away from the owner the necessity of betting, enabling him to pay his way. by the
amount of stakes - if some such proposition went hand-in-hand with the
Treasurer's present proposal, he could
regard that proposal as a fair one.
He was going to revert to what he spoke
of at the opening of his remarks, and- ask
for information as to what amount would
be derived from this tax. Was it sufficiently large to make it worth while
bothering about at all? Honorable members had no idea on that point, and no in-.
formation had been furnished to give them
any idea, or even to enable them to conjecture as to the amount of money that was
to be raised by the perceo.tage tax.
He
himself had no idea wh.at the aggregate
gross revenue of the various racing clubs
was throughout the State.

[95]-2

Suppression Bill.

Mr. COLECHIN.-It might not amcunt to
much, as we have it in the Bill, but it may
amount to much if we have a provision for
the production <:if balanc~-sheets.
Mr. MURRAY said after this proposal
came another proposal by which the clubs
could be made to pay up.
There were
very fuU powers with regard to that, and
he would have a little more to say on the
power that wduld be placed in certain
hands to compel the clubs to pay their percentage. But he would really like to know
what money was expected to be derived
from this source.
Of course, upon the
gross revenue, it would undOubtedly ~oont
to a considerable sum, but was this the
right place, with nothing contingent upon
it, to make sum a proposal? It was really
only raising a hornet's nest about the heads
of the Government and about Parliament,
too. It would meet, he felt sure, with a
great amount of oPRosition throughout the
country, and prapedy so. The people affected wOlUld ask, and fairly ask, whv they.
were singled out, and this tax imposed upon
them, and would ask whv other kinds of
sport were not included in' it. He did not
think this was a tax that could be easily
paid bv the clubs.
As he said before,
none of the clubs had very larg-e sums in
.hand, many at them had liabilities, and
for the moot part, the country racing clubs,
at any rate, were not in too flourishing a
condition.
Mr. BENT remarked that perhaps the
honorable member was not in the chamber
when he stated the amount likely to ~ re~
ceived from this source. The amount likely
to be received was about £6,000 a veai.
He would now refer to what had been "said
by the honorable member for Hampden. On
New Year's Day, there were about 15,000
at Terang.
Mr. OMAN.-Their gate monev is £793.
Mr. BENT said he was not talking
about gate money.
He knew the prices
were not very heavy.
Mr. OMAN.-The improvements are.
Mr. BENT said that, supposing the
people at Terang were to pay this amount,
it would only mean £60, or about Id.
apiece for one day. At Terang the bookmakers were nearly equal in numbers to
those seen about the Melbourne racecourses, and the bookmakers at Terang had
to pay a fee.
At foctball match.es there
was no betting or anything of that kind.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendif!,O East).:..-Is
there not? Not with "bookies."
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Mr. BE~T said there were no bookmakers at cricket.
This Bill would not
only give power but revenue to the course
the honorable member for Hampden spoke
ab{)lut.
~Ir. OMAN.-How does it give revenue?
~fr. BENT said it would give the club
all the bookmakers' fees.
Mr. OMAN.-You admit that the Bill is
legalizing betting?
Mr. BENT said he did admit it, and he
knew nobody could prevent betting. The
Gm'ernment desired to regulate betting. As
to Warrnambool, there ,ras a splendid
course at that place, but the charge pro·
posed would not Oe ~d. apiece on eyery
one who went to that course,
Mr. l\fuRRAY.-It will be 4 per cent.
Mr. BE~T said it would be onh- 2 per
cent.
}fr. i\rL"RRAY.-On over £1,500.
}lr. COLECHIN.-You are taxing gambling, not abolishing gambling.
Mr. BEXT said the Government were
going to regulate gambling, and would
allO\y betting on race-courses, ,,-hich ,,-ould
bring in extra revenue.
What was the
use of talking rubbish? What an awful
amount of money this 3 per cent. would
mean in connexion with Terang! Look at
the land for which the club paid nothing.
The club ,vere to be allowed the bookmakers' feee;.
If there was !a oricklet
match, there could be no hookmakers' fees.
The least the Government could do was to
The
get something from these people.
charge at Warrnambool would amount to
about Id. per head, because there ,,,ere three
mN"tings held on that course.
~Ir. A.
A. HILLSON (Ovens). -Do
vou know what fees .are uSl.alh· naid bv
bookmakers on country race-courses'?
Mr. BENT said he did.
1\Ir. A. A~' HILLSON (O'L·ens).-Not more
th~n a memhE'r's subscription.
Mr. BEKT said, even in the district of
the honorable member for Ovens, bookmakers had to nay a mf'mher's subscription.
Mr. A. A. HILLSON (Oz·ens).-N"othing
more.
'Mr. BEXT said the bookmakers had to
pay something more for betting. However,
he would not refer to the honorable member's district, as the honorable member had
not talked yet. When the honorable member came on, he would deal with him. He
(Mr. Bent) was talking about poor unfortunate Terang.
Did the Government get
the bookmakers' fees?
Terang was like
the V.R. C. and said, "Give us the book-
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makers' fees and take something out of it."
The charge at Terang would only amount
to Id. per head. When he brought in a
Bill to provide for the charities last session, he was attacked all round, and he had
no more show of carrying it than of flvlI1g.
If he brought in a Bill to take something
from footballers, would he not get a fine
time of it? Footballers did not get fees
of £75 from the bookmakers. Did honorable members know how much unfortunate Terang got from the bookmakers?
He knew as well as the honorable member
for Hampden what was got, because he
had been there.
He also knew all about
Warrnambool.
Mr. OMAN.-You pointed out to this
House that the land tax was unfair, and
said you would take the earliest opportunity
of revising it.
You are now doing the
same thing as is done under the land tax
-only taxing a section of the people.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
wanted him to tax everybody else, a.nd let
the swells out of it.
Mr. OMAN.-I am not a racing man.
:Mr. 'BENT said he knew the Terang
swells as well as the honorable member
did.
Mr. KEOGH.-As to this £6,000, will
you ear-mark that money for charitable pl,rposes?
The
Mr. BENT said he would not.
honorable member thought he had caught
him. but he had not.
Mr. KEOGH.-But vou had to answer
one way or the ather. Mr. COLECHIN.-It will go into the same
bag as what YOU get from the commons
land.
Mr. BENT said he would repeat that
the Government would get £5,000 or
£6,000 from this tax, and it would g-ive
these clubs twice or three times that amount
of revenue. The V.R.C. urged him to put
the tax on the tickets. It was not likely the
Government would collect on the tickets,
and go on the flat to get money in that
way.
He was not a flat.
He knew all
about this great fight. It WOuld not break
his heart if he did not carry this proposal, and then the Terang people would
be triumphant, and the glorious women's
hats and the belltoppers and the sixes in
hand would come doubling up.
The
family, consisting of the father, mother,
and two daugh.ters and two sons, with four
horses, would only pay a few pence.
Mr. OMAN.-I do not think your information is reliable.
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Mr. BENT said his information was reliable, for he had been there, and he wOuld
defy the honorable member to contradict
him.
Mr. OMAN.-I know you have been there
more than I have.
Mr. BENT said he was talking from
The Terang people had a
knowledge.
great race-course, and would only have to
pay a few pence for a family. However,
he was not going to break his heart over
this proposal.
It was a proper thing to
make this charge, and to get this maney
from the V.R.C. He was not one of those
who found fault with the V.R.C., which
had done great work here, and it was a
pleasure yesterday to see the people on the
The Gdvernment proposed to recourse.
gulate betting. Honorable members should
not think for a moment that anybody could
prevent betting. That COuld not be done.
If a couple of flies were running along- the
table, he knew people who would make a
bet as to which fly would win. What he
proposed was that up to £600 of gross
revenue, a club would pay only £1 fee.
That could not injure anyone.
M,f. MURRAY.-'iVill vou carrv that exclubs?
emption of £600 for
Mr. BENT.-Yes.
Mr. ~luRRAY.-Is that your proposal?
Mr. BENT said he was prepared to ex~ept all courses when the gross revenue was
£600.
From £600 to £r,50o, which
would take in Terang, the charge would be
2 per cent.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I have been out for
five minutes, and I see yC'I.l have another
proposal.
Mr. MURRAY. - Is the exemption to
operate as in the income tax-up to £I,500
you onl." charge on £900?
Mr. MACKEY.-Yes, of course.
Mr. BENT said he thought that was
plain enough. The £600 exemption was
From £600 to
carried right through.
£r,50o the charge would be 2 per cent.,
which would amount to about rd. apiece
on those who went to the course. He believed, if he worked it out, he would find
the amount would come to abol'lt a !d.
apiece. For the others, the charge woUld
be 3 per cent.
Mr. MURRAY.-I think, with a little more
discussion, that tax will disappear altogether.
Mr. BENT said he did not care whether
it disappeared Or not.
Even if the
Chamber did not carry the proposal. it
would not produce his resignation.
That

all
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was all he had to say. He had hoped
that these proposals would have been carried without a word.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Have you got this
Ilew amendmen.t' printed? .
Mr. BENT.-The honorable member
likes to be a little sarcastic, doesn't he?
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - This is the fifth
time you have altered your proposition. I
was out for five minutes, and you altered
it.
Mr. BENT said this was the real proposal this time.
~1r. WARDE.-Subject to alteration.
Mr. BENT.-Very jokety-very nice.
However, joke or no joke, this was the
proposal for this time only.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-That is like your
rulings-" It's good enough for to-night."
Mr. BENT.~Yes; and those rulings
were yery effective.
Mr. COLECHIN.-Do you mean defective?
Mr. BENT said they were effective.
The amendment to omit sub-clause (3)
was agreed to.
On the motion of :Mr. BENT ~ progress was reported.
PRIVATE MKMBERS' BUSINESS.
lvlr. BENT movedThat the sessional order regulating the
order of Government business and private business on vVednesdays be suspended for this evening, so as to allow Government business to take
precedence during the whole of the sitting.

He said several honorable members who
had Bills on the notice-paper for to-night
had sucrg-ested to him that he shou.ld go
on with the Gaming Suppression Bill during the whole of the evening. He noticed
the honorable member for Geelong was jn
the chamber. He had not had an opportunitv of seeing the honorable member before, but he hoped the honorable member
would agree to the proposal. The other
honorable members concerned had consented to give up the night to Government
business, but because the honorable member for Geelong was absent he (Mr. Bent)
had not had a chance of consulting him.
Mr. COLECHIN said he did not know
why the Premier wanted to make out that
he (Mr. Colechin) was not present.
He
had entered the chamber soon after the
He did not know
refreshment hour.
that the Premier· was looking for him;
but, a,s he did not wish to interfere
with Government business, if the Premier·
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promised to give him a chance to get on
with his Bill next Wednesday he would
have no objection.
Mr. BENT.-You will have the first opportunity.
.
NIr. PRENDERGAST said when he inquired earlier in the evening he was informed that private members' business was
not to be interfered with, and now this was
sprung upon honorable members.
Mr. BENT.-It was suggested by the
members having business on the paper.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said those honorable members having business on the
paper had no right to suggest that private members' business should be postponed. They should have .come to the
leaders of the parties about It. He (Mr.
Prendergast) should have been informed of
this matter before.
1\1r. BENT.-I apologize to you.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said this was the
fourth night private members' business had
been postponed. He asked two or three
honorable members if they were going on
with their Bills, and they said "Yes .."
The honorable member for Warrenhelp
said he was going on, and he (Mr. Prendergast) understood there was another hOIlorable member who was ready to go on.
He was told bv those honorable members
that thev were going on with their measures,
and then a private arrangement was ~ade.
He did not object to Government bus1lI1esS
being proceeded with, but at the same
time-Mr. BENT.-I apologize.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said some members thinking Government business was not
to ~ proceeded with, might have left the
House.
He himself told some honorable
members in answer to their questions, that
private business was to be proceeded with.
The motion was agreed to.
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from such race·course by the owner Or trustees
of the race-course or the club association or
person by or on behalf of which or whom any
race meetings took place on such race-course
during the year ended on the last day ?f July
immediately preceding the year or penod for
which a licence is requireu. Proviueo however
that where the said gross revenue is less than
One thousand five hundred pounds but more
than Six hundred pounds such annual sum shall
be equal to two per centum of such gro~s
revenue, and where the said gross revenue IS.
Six hundred pounds or less no such annual
sum shall be charged.

:Mr. DOWNWARD said the objection
he had to this tax was that when an exemption of £600 was given to all clubs the
amount that would be received by the
State would hardly be worth the trouble
of collecting. The proposal of the Government would simply apply in its operations to half-a-dozen clubs at the most. Another objection he had was that the money
was not going to be used for charitable purposes. He thought that when the House
arrived at the question of taxing racing
clubs and other' sports the money derived
should be ear-marked for charitable purposes. The time had come when lionorable members should see that the thousands of persons who trooped to amusements every night, and the thousands whoattended sports of various kinds, should
be taxed by a stamp ,being placed 00 every
ticket sold, the proceeds to be devoted to
the charities. The result of that would
be that everyone of those persons whowere seeking amusement at horse races.
and in other ways would bIT paying a small toll which would, in the
next generation, at any rate, provide The
funds that were required for charitable
purposes. The proposal of the Government was merely to single out some halfdozen clubs for a small tax, which. with
the exception of the V.R.C., would yield
verv little indeed. In addition to that, the
State would have to provide machinery for
collecting the tax, and, if there was to be
GAMING SUPPRESSION BILL.
The House went into Committee for the an exemption of £600 he thought the
House should not attempt to deal with the
further consideration of this 'Bill.
matter. He was not opposed to the prinDiscussion was resumed on clause 63·
ciple-in fact, the principle was a good
Mr. BENT said 'he would move his one-of obtaining contributioos from aIr
amendment m the following amended amusements, with a view 01 providing a:
form:fund which would assist the charitable- inThat the following sub-clause be inserted in stitutions, or even the old-age pensio.ners.
lieu of sub·clause (3):In that wav a large amount of money
For each such licence there shall before the could be raised in a manner tha~ would
issue thereof be paid into the Consolidated
Revenue a fee of One pound and also an annual not be oppressive in the slightest degree.
sum equal to three per centum of the gross Each ticket issued should have to carrv
revenue from all sources received or derived a stamp valued according to the amount
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paid for the ticket. He would very much
like to see the Premier not persevere with
his proposal, because he (Mr. Downward)
was sure a large majority, not only of honorable members, but of the public outside,
took the view that there should be a proper
system whereby a considerable revenue
would be raised for charitable purposes
from sports of various kinds. The 'Premier himself had expressed this opinion
.over and over again. The proposal made
by the Premier seemed the on.ly place in
the Bill where there was any alttempt in
the direction of securing a small percent.age from sports. He did not think it was
worth while substituting the sub-clause proposed by the Premier for sub-clause (3).
He thought it would only be an irritant. It
would be something in the nature of the
land tax, which affected so few people. The
amount to be received would be so small that
the tax would not be worth collecting. The
proposal was onl y singling out three or
four clubs, and there were only two clubs
which would furnish any substantial amount
-the V.R.C. and the V.A.T.rC. When
an exemption of £600 was given to any
countrv racing clubs, even the amount received from the largest of them would be
small. He did not feel inclined to vote
for the proposal. If it had -:-been one to
provide some funds for the charities, and
which would make a demand on all the
dubs in the State, he would have been
prepared to support it, but he did not think
honorable members would be justified in
supporting the proposal.
The results to
be obtained were too small. The tax
would give rise to a oertain amount of dissatisfaction outside, and would give no
satisfaction to any one. To a certain extent the proposal; if carried, would interfere with a genera] proviSIon that might be
made later on. bv which a certain amount
would be derived from ali' sports and
amusements for the charitable institutions.
Mr. WATT asked whether the Government had had the amended amendments
printed?
Sir SAMUEL G1LLOTT.-No, we have
not.
~r. WATT said it was six hours since
the Committee had notice of those. amendments.
:\ir. PRENDERGAST.-It is only about six
minutes: since the last amendments were
gi \·en to us.
}[r. WATT said those amendments were
the same as had been set forth by the Pre-
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mier previously. The amendments should
have been printed.
Mr. WARDE.-They have been amended
since the Premier made that statement.
Mr. WATT said h.e was unable to see
that that was the case.
Mr. WARDE.-Yes, he has promised now
that the exemption of £600 will apply to
all clubs.
Mr. WATT said that was an absurdity .
Had the Premier given any informa60n
as to the influence which his propqsal
would have upon racing balance-sheets?
Mr. BENT.-I said it would produce
£5,000 a year .
Mr . WATT said he thought it would
produce more than that. He believed that
from the two city clubs alone it 'would
produce about £3,000.
Mr. DOWNWARD.-Not with an exemption of £600.
Mr. WATT said it would appear that
this was to be a tax only upon the clubs
which had done more to promote racing
in this State than all the other clubs put
together.
Mr. W ARDE.-It is not too large a tax
when the two clubs have so much gambling.
Mr . WATT said he was not speaking
of gambling, but of horse racing. He believed that under the Premier's proposal
the V.R.C. would have to pay about
£2,100.
Mr. BE~T.-No, £r,600; and it will
get £ro,ooo from bookmakers.
Mr. WATT asked whether the Premier
intended to give the V.R.C. special powers
to license bookmakers?
Mr. BENT.-It does that now.
Mr. WATT said he did not know whether Parliament was prepared to set out
on taxation excursions of this kind, when
it was dealing with a Bill the main object cf which was to limit racing and
gambling.
The Premier started out with
the intention of obtaining £10,000 for
charities, but the money would' not be earmarked for charitable purpo~s. It was
only another attempt on the part of the
Premier, which he invariably made when
any ~il1 was in preparation. to find out
how much manev there would be in it for
him as Treasurer. He (Mr. Watt) guaranteed that when the Premier sat down
and looked at clause 63 in. its original
form, he said, 'c This will not give enough
money for me."
Mr. BENT.-The honorable member for
Bendigo East settled the matter.
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~I r . WATT said that all that honorable
member did was to put in a word for two
little courses in his own district.
The
Premier was quite satisfied to give immunity to the stl uggling. country clubs, but
at the same time he wanted the chance of
penalizing the large sports promoters in
the suburbs.
He (Mr. Watt) was surprised that the honorable member for
Flemington should sit idly by when a proposal was made which was so injurious to
the big club which resided in his electorate.
Ur. WARDE.-I ha,'e no sympathy with
the big club which resides in my electorate.
I think they have taken eyery advantage
they can of the public.
~Ir. WATT said he ,,"ould ask whether
that was the only reason?
~rr. WARDE.-Yes.

l\Ir. WATT said it was quite easy to
neal out blows to the racing institutions
,,"hich had been fruitful in promoting the
sport and in bringing it to its present high
standard in Victoria..! but the present proposal would take too much out of them,
and would injure the stakes they gave, and
the facilities thev were able to afford to
the public. He· desired to enter his protest against any proposal which would do
such injury to these particular racing
clubs, which had done more to promote
horse racing in Victoria than all the other
clubs put together.
~rr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).
said that when the original proposal was
submitted it was P!oposed that aJ licencefee of £5 per day should be paid by all
clubs within twenty miles of Melbourne, and
that a similar licence-fee should be paid bv
all clubs within fifteen miles of Bendigo
or Ballarat. He resented 'Very keenly the
insinuation of the honorable member for
Essendon that there was anv motive of
selfishness on his part when he called attention to what he considered to be the
unfair treatment of countrv clubs. Surely
an honorable member had no right to be
charged with selfish motives when he
pointed out how unfair it was to propose
that a licence-fee of £5 a day should be
charged to a wealthy club like the V.R.C ..
and that a similar fee should be imposed
on a little club within fifteen miles of Ballarat or Bendigo, although perhaps it did
not have a revenue of £100. That was
all he undertook to point out at the time.
The Premier very rightly saw how unfairly
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that proposal would work with. respect to
little picnic clubs in the countrv, and the
honorable gentleman intimated to the Committee that if they would pass the resolution as it was he would bring down an
amended proposal later on. The Premier
had now submitted another proposal, and
had given very good reasons for bringing
it forward. In his (Mr. Bailes') opinion
the Premier was justified in making the
remarks he had madp. with respect to the
valuable properties that were occupi.~d by
racing clubs throughout the whole of the
State, for which thev did not pay one penny
of rent to the State. The honorable member particularly suggested that what he
contemplated doing with this 5 per cent., if
the ICommittee passed it, was to apply It
in some form to charity. He did not say
positivelv that it would go to charity, but
he had that idea. Ever since then strong
opposition had been offered to the proposal, particularly by the adherents of the
V.R.C. Those honorable members seemed
to be the keenest in fighting the Premier's
proposal in its amended form.
There
,vere other clubs which would, no doubt.
come within the meshes of the net whicI1
the Treasurer had spread.
There "'ere
some who would escape, but it was extraordinary how keen certain honorable members were in pointing out that it would be
unfair to let the country clubs escape and
to make the big clubs pay. After all, who
should be called upon to pay?
It was an
axiom of taxation that those who could
best afford to pay should be called upon
to pay the largest amount, and those clubs
which had the greatest financial success
mainlv brought about by the leniency of
the Government, especially in allowing
them the use of valuable tracts of countrv
without paying any rental whatever, should
certainly be called t.pon to pay a larger
amount than clubs which were not so
fortunatelv placed. In the case of the
V.R.C., not onlv did the club enjoy the
use of a large piece of valuable land, but
they had been liberallv subsidized for vears
pas't bv the Victorian Railways.
They
had been subsidized to an extent which he
ventured to say no other sporting institution or institution of any kind in the
State had been subsidized."'
Mr. l\:fAcKINNON.-Thev bring a lot of
money to the railways, ye'll know.
~Ir. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East)
said the people would travel On the rail,yays just the same.
The V.R.C. did not

Gamz'ng

[7 X OVEMBER, 19 06 .]

SU1)pression Bill.

run their races for the benefit of the rail- make any more concessions. First of all,
ways, but only for their own glorifica- he proposed a tax of 5 per cent., and n~
he had come down to 3 per cent. on the
tion.
Mr. ~fACKINNON.-It would be a bad gross revenue over £ 1,500, but under that
day for the railways if the V.R. C. were amount and down to £600 the tax was
to be 2 per cent. If the Treasurer sue·
squashed.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) ceeded in raising £6,000 by this means
said it would be a good job for the State he would have taken a step in the right
generally if the revenue derived from these direction, and would have made an initial
races was lost by the Railway Department, movement in a legitimate sphere of raising
because there was a great deal more mOl)ey monev to meet some of the demands of
foolishlv wasted upon the races than was our charitable institutions.
Mr . WARD E observed that he was
gained by the Railway Department.
partlv in favouif of the Government proMr. GAuNSON.-Bravo Judkins!
Mr. KEOGH (to l\fr. A. S. Bailes).-"We posal, and partly against it. They should
have made a difference between clubs that
did not all lose yesterday, you know.
held their race meetings on Crown lands
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) and those which were run on proprietary
said he was one of those individuals who race-courses. There was a vast difference
did not bet. Very early in his life he re- between the two. The land used by the
cognised the fact that he did not belong wealthier clubs was the property of the
to the clever division, and as he did not State. He had always held that whenever
feel inclined to go on backing" dead funs" any club was carrying on its business on
he abandoned betting altogether. But it Crown lands the Government ,had a right
was quite a new argument that because to ask that cl ub for something to swell the
a certain body of gentlemen organized race State revenue. The same thing did not
meetings and desired patronage to be given applv to proprietary courses, because in
to them, and got the State to build them those cases men had invested their own
a railway right to the course, they were monev in the bmsiness, and it was not right
bringing revenue to the State, and were to ask them to pay the tax.
to be subsidized for doing so. He venMr. WATT.-They have to pay the intured to say that if it were not for the come tax already.
conveniences afforded by the railways, and
Mr. WARDE.-Yes, and thev were to
for the cheap excursion trains that were be charged this tax in addition: It was
run from all parts of Victoria and from a most -unfair proposal, and there should
neighbouring States, instead of an attend- certainlv be differential treatment. He
ance of 80,000 people at the Melbourne agreed with the proposal that money should
Cup there would not be more than 30,000. be raised qy the Government from those
Mr. KEOGH.-The country people would who were reaping huge profits from the free
tum up.
use of Crown lands. The V.R.C. and the
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) V.A.T.C. should not be allowed to use
said there was no doubt the country people these properties without paying something to
turned up every time. They went Back the Crown in return.
He believed that
shorn, and they toiled away for another the sports and amusements of the people
twelve months only to go through the same should be asked to contribute something
o!d farce again. They had their own little towards helping the TreasUirer to support
treasuries depleted to augment those of the charities. It was pointed out on the
people in the metropolis. The Treasurer second reading of the Bill that the tax
had shown a great desire to meet the views would eventuallv mean ruin to the owners
of honorable members, in not taxing' the of the proprietarv race-courses. That was
country clubs. The country club connected pointed out to the Premier in regard t4
with his (Mr. Bailes') electorate would have two courses in particular. The honorable
to pav pretty heavily, and perhaps far gentleman said it was for the Committee
more than they would like to pay.
to decide what should be done, and theje
Mr. BOYD;-We are going to have an would be no fees payable if the propoSal
amendment so that the coon try pubs wiII was re1ected. He intended to vote agaipst~
the proposal. If the Government confiQed
not be taxed.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) sa.id themselves to taxing -the grc~s revenue- of.'
that would come in under the Licensing clubs that used the Cro,,;n lands, very ~\if
Bill. He hoped the Treasurer would not people in the community, except the raeEng
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clubs themselves, would object.
The
V,R.C. had never attempted to cater for
the public, except for those out of whom
they expected to make a profit. For the
first time they had this year provided
taps on the flat, so that the people might
get cold water, and that had been done
because of the attention dra\vn in Parliament to the fact that they had not
catered in any way for the requirements
of the general public, from whom they got
no revenue. He believed they also had
su pplied hot water this year. l\Iany years
before he resided in the Flemington district effort after effort was made bv the
V.R.C. to close up the reserve against the
public, and had it not been for the strong
public agitation, and the efforts of tnt!
lo:.al council, backed up by the metropolitan press, the public would never have
had the right of entrance to the V.R.C.
enclosure when races ,vere not on. He
had no sympathy with the club that started
off with an annual sUbscription of '£5,
and increased the rate so that the average
person could not get into the club. They
had a railway line running from the main
line to the race-course, and certain pro.vision was made by which it appeared from
the statement of the Treasurer the other
night that the large body of people who
travelled over the line were charged three
or four times the ordinary rates, whilst the
members of this wealthy corporation were
carried at the expense of the extra charge
put upon these people. The members of
the V. R. C. were not the people that he
was returned to Parliament to represent,
and they were well able to look after themselves. This club would take ftom the
people the priviieges they had of enteril'!g
the reserve.
The rights of the pubhc
would not have been respected if the
people had not fought for them.
lIe
f ailed to see whv the 'Government should
tax proprietary clubs. He could understand a comprehensive scheme being introduced to emhrace all sections of the communitv. Although many might differ from
him, he believed that amusements of all
sorts should pay something towards the
charities vote. The Treasurer proposed to
raise revenue from the racing clubs, which
he stated would amount to £5,000 or
-1".6.000 a year. He (1\1r. Warde) would
have thought, when the tax was on thl:>
gross revenue. and when the sweepstakes
and other sums received bv the V.R.C.
and the V.A.T.C: were taken into consideration with the large number of meetMr. Warde.
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ings held, that the amount would be much
larger than that. The proprietary courses
might be leased at a certain rental-Mr. BENT .-Some people say they
should not have been allowed at all.
Mr. WARDE said it might be that they
should not, but they were a bona fide investment under the law. They were perfectlv legal, and men had been encouraged
to invest their money in them.
Why
should hardship be inflicted on the men
who owned Or leased them?
~Ir. MURRAY.-You cannot go for a land
tax after that.
Mr. WARDE said the Premier might
as well go down to "Dreamland," and
claim a certain percentage of the gross revenue, and then state that "Dreamland'
should not have been allowed.
l\Ir. MAcKINNoN.-Why should we not
tax the city markets?
Mr. 'VARDE said the municipalities
that owned the markets raised revenue from
them, and in like manner racing clubs that
l.sed Crown lands should be asked to contribute something to the State revenue. He
could not imagine the honorable member
for Prahran allowing some of his Western
District land to be used for nothing.
Mr. THoMsoN.-You would tax him an
the same.
Mr. WARDE said he would tax him
if the money were required to carryon the
business of the State. It was legitimate
to tax those who were best able to pay
taxation. The greatest benefit received bv
the expenditure of public money was received bv the lands of the countrv, and
everv communitv that di'd ;ustice .to its
people appEed "this form 0'£ taxation, as
the result of the people's energy had been
the main thing in increasing the value of
the land. He agreed with the proposal t~
tax those racing clubs which were using
public nroperty for the purpose of making
profits for themselves and distributing certain benefits amongst their members, one
of which was their right to travel to Flemington at about one-third the rate that an
artisan in Collingwood would have to iJay ..
Mr. GAUNsoN.--Judge Cussen said ·it
was wrong.
Mr. WARDE said the V.R.C. had an
arran.rrement with the Railway Departmenl".
The Government proposal should not ha ,"e
been introduced in a Bill of this kind.
The Government should have introduced :l
proposal to raise this money in a morf"
comprehensive measure, and there shoulu
have been differential treatment between
t
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the people who used the property of the
Crown and those with whom the racing
business was a private investment. As the
·Government had made no provision for differential treatment, he would vote against
that proposal. The idea of the £600 exemption was a very foolish one, and the
{;overnment should have given the House
more information.
Mr. THOMSON said he did not agree
with the last speaker, who would lead
members to believe that the V.R.C.
were receiving a direct benefit from
[he proceeds of their race meetings.
The committee of the V.R.C. were only
.a body of trustees holding lands in tru;t
for the people. If this body had worked
.in such a manner that they could bring out
a big profit he said all the more credit to
them. It was well known that the V.R.C.
in the old times wa:s not so prosperous as
it was now. As the honorable member for
Kara Kara had stated, at one time the entrance fee for the V.R.C. was very small
indeed, but now the membership had very
much increased, and the club was justified
in increasing the entrance fee. The V.R.C.
had at all events shown that they had
been able to manage their course so successfully as to bring down a number of attacks upon them. If the V.R .• e. had been
.a struggling club the strong expressions of
-opinion which had been indulged in regarding the club would not have been heard,
but because the club had been successful,
and could show a good balance-sheet, hon-arable members all round were slogging at
It.
In his opinion the V.R.C. should not
be ta.-xed nearly so heavily as the proprietarv clubs, which were run for the benefit
-of' individuals. Men did not run those
proprietary clubs for sport, but with the
-one desire of making as much money as
they could. With them it was simply a
matter of how much they could make, and
in his (Mr. Thomson's) opinion, those
dubs should be wiped out altogether. If
the proprietary clubs w~re wiped out there
would not be the business done at the tote
shops that was done now. He doubted
whether this Bill would have been introduced at all if it had not been for the
tote connexion in Melbourne, and if the
totes had not the proprietary clubs to feed
them thev would not have succeeded so
.
well.
Mr. 'BOYD.-Some of those clubs run
under the V.R.C. rules.
Mr. THOMSON said no douht that was
so, but the men who ran those clubs did
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not run them under the V. R. C. rules for
the purpose of losing money. They merely.
ran Lnder those rules because they believed they would be able to do better than
if thev did not run under them. As· far as
he (~ir. Thomson) was concerned, the clubs
he would tax were the proprietary clubs,
and not the V.R.C. One honorable member had alluded to the passengers being
charged a much larger amount to travel
by rail to the V.R.C. race-course than to
the Royal Agricultural Society showgrounds. He would point out that the
public· who patronized the show participated in the use of that railway line just
as much as those who travelled to the
raJCe-'Course.
Mr. BOYD.-But how can you justify
charging I s. extra for a few hundred
yards more?
Mr. THOMSON said the honorable
member must admit that there would not
be the crowds at the show that there were
every year if it were not for the railway,
and this railway would not have been constructed if it were not for the revenue from
the race-course that was looked forward to.
Any body of trustees who took up any
public duty of this sort, like the V.R.C.,
required all the support they could be
given, instead of being shot at from every
point. He would certainly object if the
V.R.C. made regulations which would
pro.hibit the general public from partaking
of the benefits of their ground. The public should be allowed on the ground as
long as they did not damage or interfere
with the improvements.
Mr. MURRAy.-They could not damage
many improvements on the flat.
Mr. THOMSON said the case of
allowing the public free admission into the
buildings which had been erected by the
V.R.C. was very different. This could not
be expected. He did not think any honorable
member would ask for such a thing. With
regard to the amount that woul d be raised
by this particular tax, he thought this was
only one of many similar taxes which the
Ministry intended to propose later on. He
believed the Government had the intention
of introducing taxation on sports of everv
kind, and this was only the first propos;l
of that description.
Mr. MURRAY.-What about the Hamilton club?
}\ir. THOMSON said the Hamilton
club would struggle along just as well as
the Warrnambool club.

•
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Mr. MURRAY.-I shall have to take the
Hamilton club under my protecting wing
also.
\Ir. THOMSON said that as Warrnambool wa.s fast becoming a suburb of Hamilton he did not think it would be necessary
for the honorable member to take any action in the matter.
Mr. A. A. HILLSON (Ovens) said
that the amendment before the Committee,
even in its present form, was not one that
would carry his vote. The proposal, of
course, was much more acceptable to the
country clubs than the proposition originally submitted by the Government, but even
in its present form it would be a very
heavy tax on some of these clubs. As to
the remarks of the honorable member for
Essendon with reference to the proposed
exemption, he would point out that any
proposal under which a club with a
revenue of £600 would be exempted, while
a club with a revenue of £650 would have
to pay £12 lOS. per annum, wodd be
manifestl y unfair. From the remarks of
the honorable member for Flemington,
that honorable member would appear to be
under the impression that those racing
clubs which had their race-courses upon
lands which had been granted to them for
the purpose of racing should allow admission to their courses without any charge
whatever, but surely that honorable member would not contend that the public
should have the right to enter thes~ racecourses without paying anything at all. IE
this were the case, how would it be possibli!
for any club to carryon a race meeting or
sports gathering? The money must come
from somewhere, and the public were expected to provide it.
I t ,vas returned to
the public in the form of sport and accommodation.
From the remarks of
se\'eral previous speakers the V.R. C. would
appear to be somet.hing like a nightmare
to some honorable members. That club,
however, did not, so far as he was aware,
put any money which they received from
racing into their individual pockets. He
believed that the money was spent most
liberally in improving the race-course, and
in generally increasing the conveniences
provided for the public.
Mr. ,COLECHIN.-Where is their balancesheet?
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said he
had not seen their balance-sheet, and he
did not want to see it.
He would not
allow himself to think that the V.R.C.
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was carried on for the purpose of making
money to put into the individual pockets
of the members of the club. The V.R.C.
might pay some of their officials very high
salaries, higher salaries, perhaps, than the
Government would pay if the Government
had a department of racing.
l\lr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).They do not pay the working men very
highly.
Mr. A. A. BILLSO~ (07.)ens) said
he was given to understand that the V.R.C.
paid their working men the recognised
rates of wages in connexion with their
various employments. I f they did not do
so they ought to have done so, and if
there was any possibility of forcing them
to pay .the ,standard rates of wages, if
they did not do so, he would stand "litn
those who would compel them to do so.
He understood from tEe honorable member
for Richmond that balance-sheets were
issued by the V.R.C., and that every member of the club had a right to see the
balance-sheet. No doubt it would be interesting to examine one of the balancesheets, to see how the money was distributed.
Mr. ~IcBRIDE. - There is one of the
balance-sheets on the table of the House
now.
Mr. A. A. BILLSO~ (Ovens) said he
entirely differed from the honorable member for Flemington with reg.ard to differentiating between proprietary clubs and OHlinary racing clubs, such as the V.R.C. If
it came to a question of taxing clubs generally, the clubs which should have the
higf1er taxation ought to be the proprietary clubs.
He did not think that
a racing club should exist for the purpose
of making money out of the sport of racing.
The clubs in the country districts
were merely brought into existence to carry
on that sport. They appointed their O\\·jl
officials-stewards and committee-and, as
far as they could, they endeavoured to keep
racing as pure as possible.
Mr. WILKINS. - And make as much
money as possible.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens).-Yes,
and give it back to the public in the way
of improving the accommodation.
The
clubs did not put an\' monev into their own
pockets.
Although' the Beechworth club
held its racing in a public park, it did
not expect the municipality to layout any
money for the purpose of racing, and the
whole of the money which the club made
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in the shape of profit it expended in buildings and other improvements, saving of
course, a little for a rainy day. All the labour of the officials was given without payment, except that of the secretary, and the
same principle, he believed, was adopted in
connexion with most of the country racing
clubs. The Beechworth club paid a daily
licence of £ 12 IOS. for the use of the
ground to the municipality; in this respect
they occupied a different position from some
racing clubs, which had grants of land for
the express purpose of racing on. Reference had been made to the high fares
charged upon the railway to the Flemington race-course j but surely this was a
matter which was in the hands of the Railways Commissioners or the Government.
Mr. BOYD. - Is there any justification
for charging IS. extra beyond what is
charged to the Show Grounds?
1\1r. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said he
was not arguing whether the extra charge
was justified or not j but he contended that
the Government was all-powerful in the
matter, and if the Government recognised
that the fare was excessive it could, without consulting the V.R.C. at all, reduce it.
He did not see why the V.R.C. particuJar! v should be blamed 'in the matter. The
blame, if at all, should rest with the Government, and the Government, now that
a general expression of, opinion had been
given in the House on the subject, might
see their way to reduce the fares fo the
Flemington race-course to such an extent as
to make them proportionately equal to the
fares charged on the same line of railway
to the Show Grounds. One of the reason"s
which he had for opposing this particular
proposal at the present time was that it
appeared to him to be dealing with the
large question of the taxation of sports in
a piecemeal fashion.
He thoroughly approved of the proposal to raise money by
the taxation of sports of all kinds.
He
had heard this auestion ventilated in connexion with sports in his own electorate,
where there was only a very small revenue
indeed-at miners' gatherings and others.
He had heard officials and committees at
these gatherings suggest that it would be
a very fair thing if the Government were
to impose an all-round tax of 5 per cent.
on the revenues derived from sports generall v. He did not see, however, why the
Government should now single out racing
for special taxation. as was proposed in
this amenclment. He hoped the Govern-

ment would see its wav to withdraw this
proposal, and at some' future time come
down with a general proposition under
which thev would be able to raise a very
much larger sum, and at the same time do
some good.
If the amendment went to a
division he would certainly vote against
the proposal of the GO\"ernment.
Mr. BOYD said the whole clause was a
very unnecessary portion of the Bill. -This
Parliament was elected upon the principle
of economy. There was now an overflowing
Trea~ury, so ~here was the necessity for
taxatIon? Thls ought to be a Parliament
to lighten taxation instead of imposing it,
and yet it went on piling up taxes without
any demand from the people for them, and
at the same time increasing the expenditure in such a manner as would make more
tax3: tion necessary in the future. He did
not feel called upon, in view of the pledaes
~e gave his constituents, to vote for a~lY
Increased taxation in this direction. The
'fundamental principle of taxation was that
the Crown should be in such a position as to
~emand revenue. It was not in that posiIt was rather in the much more
tlon.
happy position of being able to get all the
revenue it wanted, and a bit more, as was
proved by the fact that a large proportion
of our loans was being paid off out of
revenue. If that was the financial position
ge~lerally, with what object was taxation
bell1g imposed in this Bill? It was done in
the first place bv a small tax and then it
dawned upon the Premier that probably he
would be able to gain some revenue out of
the scheme, in accordance with his general
principle of getting revenue out of everv
Bill he touched.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Do YOU not think it ;s
a very high-minded principle?
Mr. BOYD said it was quite the reverse.
There ,,'as no necessitv and no justification
for the proposal, and, therefore, he 'failed
to see why it should be dovetailed into a
Bill c~lled. the Anti-Gambing Bill, although
the BIll dId not, carry out that purpose at
all. He had not the slightest idea what
amount of revenue would have been raised
by. the first amended proposal, which,
stnctly speaking, would be the second proposal-the proposal to take 5 per cent. on
the gross revenue of all the clubs throughout the country. The Chief Secretarv
smiled.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I do not suppose
anyone has the slightest idea.
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1\1r. BOYD said the l\1inister's remark
made the proposal all the more ridiculous.
The Committee were asked to vote certain
taxation, when they had no idea what was
going to be done with the money.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Not with the 5
per cent. all round. We have an idea
now.
1\lr. BOYD asked what the Government
were going to do with the money when they
got it?
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-The Consolidated Revenue.
.Mr. BOYD said it all went into the
Consolidated Revenue.
The honorable
member for Toorak was a bit green if he
thought it went anywhere else, but when
the Government had enough there already
for their wants, and more than was necessarv-~1r. SWINBURNE.--You want the income
tax reduced.
1\1r. BOYD said he argued for the reduction of taxation. His point was that with
an overflowing Treasury, the Government
had no justification 'for asking for taxation
in a Bill of this kind. The fundamental
principle upon which the Government obtained their seats on the Treasurv bench
was economy. That was what this' Pailia"ment was elected for.
, Mr. SWINBuRNE.-Has there been extra vagance ?
Mr. BOYD said the more money the
Government got the more extravagant they
would be.
There was a considerable
amount of extravagance until a noise was
made on the floor of Parliament two
sessions ago, which brought the Government
to a sense of their responsibilities, and then
surpluses in succeeding vears were. devoted
to a just cause--the liquidation of the
public debt. The squandering that took
place in the bribing of the constituencies
in the first vear of this Parliament, and
that was protested against by the honorable
member for Prahran-Mr. GAUNSON.-And in which you took
part.
Mr. KEoGH.-Thev made the big railwav station in that vear.
Mr. BOYD said 'he did not take part in
the distribution 0"£ the money. Two memhers in this (the Ministerial) corner obiected to it most strongly, and he happened
to be one of them.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).-I
suppose vou knew the contract was let? .
Mr. BOYD said it might be news to tne.
honorable member for Gippsland East that
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the Flinders-street Railway Station was in
the constituency of the Chief SecretaryEast Melbourne.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT. - I think I can
say, like the honorable member for Flemington, that I do not think I represent the
railway station.
:Mr. BOYD said the station he had in
his constituency was the old one patched up
and painted in the front to look well. The
new fancy building was in the constituency
of a member of the Government.
1\1r. GRAY.-What has the railwav station to do with this clause?
~
1\1r. BOYD said it had a lot to do with
the clause, if the honorable member for
Swan Hill would only pay attention. The
squandering of money was a necessary consequence of granting too much revenue
from taxation to a Government.
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-They will
not get fat on £6,000 a year.
Mr. BOYD said the honorable member
did not know how much the Government
,,~ere going to get out cif this tax. The
Committee ought to be told at least what
the tax was going to yield, and what the
Government were going to do with the
money when they got it. If they had that
information there would be some reason in
asking that the money should be voted. A
rather peculiar position had arisen.
A
number of members of this House were
totally opposed to the legalization of the
totalizator, because it would take money out
of that sink of iniquity-horse racing~and
give it to the charities. The principal argument used against the totalizator was
that "dirty money" would come from
racing sources to support the charities.'
Mr. KEOGH.-No money is dirty. Just
fancy a Scotchman calling money dirty!
Mr. BOYD said no Scotchman would
make the remark. He was merely quoting
an argument of a number of goody-goody
people against the legalization of the totalizator.
Yet those "erv same people were
prepared to vote in this House for a tax
for charity-the Committee were told this
money was going to the charities-when the
money would come out of exactly the same
source as was previously objected to.
Mr. SWINBURi\TE.-You were not here
when the Premier spoke.
Mr. BOYD said he was using his own
judgment, and not following the multifarious statements of the Premier on this
question. He was quite satisfied that the
attitude of the Minister of Water Supply
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would be contradictory on this question, because while the honorable gentleman would
not vote for the totalizator-Mr. SWINBURNE.-You are wrong.
Mr. BOYD.-Would the Mimster of
Water Supply vote for the totalizator?
Mr. SWINBURNE.-You are getting very
mixed.
Mr. BOYD said the honorable gentleman would not sav "No,'" because he was
too straightforward to say" No " when he
meant" Yes." He was now illustrating the
inconsistency of the attitude of honorable
members like the Minister of Water Supply.
They would not take for charitable purposes the money that came through the
totalizator, because it was against their
convictions and principles, yet they would
take it in a 5 per cent. tax on the revenue
of all the clubs.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Do we propose to do
so?
Mr. BOYD said the Government did not
know what they proposed to do, nor did
anyone else know. The Government had
made five contradictory propositions. Which
did they mean? He supposed it was the
last. First of all, there was the proposal
in the Bill, then came the 5 per ~ent.
scheme, then the 3, 4, and 5 'per cent. basis.
and now there was the £600 exemption
with the 2 and 3 per cent. tax: Another
one, he believed, had been submitted since
the House met to-night, but he had lost
the run of it. He did not know what it
was, but he gathered that it was some exemption that was not understandable. Did
not all this show the absolute Iinpossibility
of dealing with this question from a scientific stand-point? The whole thing had
been groping and muddling in the dark, and
each position when it was criticised had
been abandoned. There was only one possible further change that would meet the
wishes of the Committee, and that was the
withdrawal of the clause altogether. With
a view to get a majority on this issue, there
ha.d been proposed one of the nicest little
amendments possible to catch a number of
countrv votes. He referred to the exemption of £600.
Mr. McBRIDE.-It is not catching.
Mr. BOYD said it was a wonder, because that sort of thing generally did catch.
Mr. COLECHIN.-You believe in exempting the poor, do vou not?
Mr. BOYD said the poor we had always
with us, like the honorable member.
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-Th~ poor in
mind, especially.
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Mr. COLECHIN (to Mr. Bayles).-The
honorable member for Toorak has not got
all the brains. He should not think that
" flap doodle " means brains, although it
might come from Toorak.
Mr. BOYD said the exemption of £600
before any taxation operated practically
eliminated the great majority of the
country clubs. He would be very glad if
the Minister would give him any information as to how many clubs would be
exempted out of the 300 odd in the State,
and how many would bear the tax.
Sir. SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I have not the
slightest idea.
Mr. MACKEY.-It is the principle of the
thing.
Mr. BOYD.-Principle be hanged! It
was an utter farce, and the wav in which
the Bill was being conducted showed· that
Ministers Considered it a 'farce. The Committee had in charge of the Bill four Ministers-first one, then the other, then another, and then nobody j and, as the Minister of Lands suggested, the Committee got
along best when there was nobody in charge.
The position had been reached when the
whole House, as well' as the country, began
at last to say that the Bill was a pure farce
from beginning to end. The Government
started out to accomplish one thing-the
suppression of the illegal totes. The Bill
was initiated because it was wanted to
amend the Police Offences Act, and the
Government dovetailed a hundred and one
things into it that they had backed down
from since the House began to criticise
them. They would not know the Bill when
it emerged from Committee, and when they
began to compare it with the Bil1 that went
into Committee.
.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).-It
has got the same name.
Mr. BOYD said it was about the only
thing it had got. Now the Committee had
reached the positIon with regard to the
taxation proposals when the Premier
said at last that nothing was vital.
About a fortnight ago honorable members
were told that the taxation proposals of the
Government were to 'be a charge of 5 per
cent., and they were al'So told that th.at
provision was a vital c1ause in the Bil1.
He thoughit the Chief Secretary was in such
a position that he would be mighty glad to
throw the whole thing on the other side of
the table.
.
:M r. ELMsLIE.-We do not want it here.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Are vou "stane-wallin':l"~
this Bill?
?
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~Ir. BOYD said he was not" stone-walling " the Bill, but he was ad"ancing a few
argument~. though he was not particularly
anxious to see the Bill carried no\\". During the last month he had been throughout
the length and breadth of his constitue'ncy,
and hie had been ueset bv eyer\" man he met
upon the subject. Peap'le yo~ed upon what
they understood, and they understood suffic;entlv to see what a farce was being made
of the measme. The biggest farce was this
taxation proposal, O\'er which the Government had changed their minds fi,'e times
to-night.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I think only
fom.
~Ir. BOYD said there had been fi"e dis(nct changes.
Mr. KEoGH.-That shows they are open
to conviction.
'
~Ir. BOYD sa,id he thought it showed
that the Government had been convicted.
The exemption to country clubs was for the
specific purpose of procuring a majority
vote. It was a most iniquitous proposal so
far as the metropolitan clubs were concerned. As far as he could get any information at all, the V.R.C., the V.A.T.e.,
the Williamstown club, and, perhaps, a
couple of clubs in the 'Western District were
If
going to be affected by this proposal.
he said twenty clubs at the outside he
would not be beyond the mark. It was a
mere guess. There seemed to be no reliable information about this Bill, and all
honorable members had to do was to guess.
Twenty clubs at the outside might be taken
as the number that would be taxed. If the
Government wanted to raise a tax for
charitable purposes, would it not be better,
as the honorable member for Allandale suggested, to bring in a special Bill dealing
with that matter alone? Such a Bill could
be discussed on its merits, and the proposal
,,,ould not be considered merely as an addendum to a Bill like this. 'If the GoYernment had gone out with a muck-rake,
and had dragged in everything they could
possibly collect to include in a Gambling
Bill, they could not haye ,got more incoherent stuff into the measure. K ow came
the question of the proprietary clubs. He
would not say that the proprietary clubs
were established for sport pure and simple.
Thev were established bv the owners, he
supposed, so that they ~ight make money
out of them. The owners did not invest
money in the proprietary courses for the
purroses f)f sport.
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Mr. GAuNsoN.-Pl'Oprietary clubs!
Is
not that a contradiction of terms?
Mr. BOYD said he was referring to the
Aspendale course, the Sandown course, and
the i\Ioonee Vallev course. These were run
by proprietary clllbs under the sanction of
the law, and were also registered by the
V.R.C., and run under the V.R.C. rules.
There was no law to prevent them existing
as they 'were now.
Mr.' J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-What is
a proprietary club?
l\1r. BOYD said that. as far as he ,,,as
able to define the term, it meant a racecourse owned bv one or a number of individuals.
'
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-A proprietary club signifies more than one.
~lr. BOYD said that it might mean one
individual or more. These clubs ex:sted
under the law, and if they made profits
they bad to pay income tax under the Jaw.
He failed to see why any imposition should
be placed on them when country clubs were
exempted. He agreed with the honorable
member for Flemington in this matter. The
proprietary clubs were complying with the
law as it stood, and if they made a profit
they had to pay income tax to the State.
Why should they be singled out, with one
or two other city clubs, to pay large fees
to the Government, while the great bulk of
the country clubs went free? Did an\' one
think that' the non-proprietary clubs like the
V.R.C. and the V.A.T.C. were conducted
for pure sport? If anyone thought that
he was very green, or was labouring under
a great misapprehension.
Did anyone
think that ever\' owner who ran horses on
those courses r~n for sport? The owners
ran to make money either bv stakes or other
winnings. The o\vner of a-racehorse had a
certain love for sport, but the love of the
sport was a subsidiary matter with nineteen
out of twenty of them. How many men in
this countrv could afford to run horses for
pure sport? He would venture to say that
not half-:l.-dozen could do that.
'
l\Ir. THOMsoN.-Yes, there are.
l\1r. BOYD said there were not ha1£-adozen who could afford to maintain a pri.
yate stud and make racing a success just
for pure sport.
Mr. THOMsoN.-Yes.
Mr. BOYD said the trainers and the
jockeys and the rest of the paraphernalia
in connexion with sport on the club courses
were not in the business for sport or for the
good of their health, but to make money,
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just as the owners of the proprietary courses
were. There was only one other matter
that he wished to touch on, and that was
the question of the fares to the Flemington
course. It seemerl to him that long ago
the Government ought to have insisted that the same fare should be
charged to the Flemington course as
to the F lemill1gton Show Ground.
There
was onh- a difference of one hundred
vards or two hundred vards in the distances
to those places, and a" charge of a shilling
was made to anyone going to the show and
a charge of 2S. to the race-course.
The
V. R. C. had no right to any portion of the
train fare, which was purely a Government
matter. He ventured to say that very few
honorable members knew until quite recently that the V.R. C. participated in the
railwav revenue. The revenue of the railways ought to belong to the railways and to
nobody else, and when I s. was charged
to go to the Show Ground the same charge
and no more should be made for going to
the course, which was practically the same
distance away. He hoped the Government
would see that one fare was charged to the
two places. With regard to the taxation
proposals, the Government should-Sir ALEXANDER PEACoCK.-Drop them.
Mr. BOYD said the Government should
drop them altogether. The position had
been arrived at that nothing in the Bill
was vital, and that nothing mattered. On
that understanding, he intended to vote
against this proposal.
Mr. COLECHIN remarked that a statement was made just now by an honorable
member in reference to the markets. The
question of the taxation of the markets had
nothing to do with a case of the kind under
.consideration.
.
Mr~ GAUNSON.-l cannot hear vou.
Mr. COLECHIN said that, of course,
he had no desire to speak unless the honorable member could hear him. He did
not want the honorable member for Toorak
to go away before he had finished, as he
had something to say directly about the
honorable member's pet club. The Government had had so many proposals, and
there had been so many Ministers in charge
of the Bill, that honorable members hardly
knew where they were. The latest proposal was to charge 2 per cent. where the
gross revenue was between £600 and
£r ,500. He quite agreed with that.
:Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-Will the
honorable member please speak up?
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Mr. CC?~~CHIN said he thought the
new acqUIsItIon to the House might learn
to behave himself, as he came from a place
where people were taught manners.
Mr. THOMSON said he rose to a point
of order. He desired to know whether the
honorable member for Geelon cr was in order
in referring to a new member as an acquisition.
Mr. COLECHIN said the honorable
member for Dundas had only just come,
and he had not seen the honorable member
in the chamber for about a month.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East) re~arked that, on the point of order, he desued to say that if the honorable member
for Geelong was aware of the reason why
the honorable member for Dundas had not
been in his place he would not have referred to him in that manner.
Mr. COLECHIN said he did not know,
until the honorable member for Allandale
j ll'st told him, the reason of the absence of
the honorable member for Dundas. He was
sorry to hear what had been the cause,
but if the honorable member for Dundas
interjected alongside of other honorable
members he must expect to be hit back.
Mr. THOMSON.-I did not interject; I
merel y asked the ruling of the Chair in
regard to the matter I mentioned.
Mr. GA UNSON reinarked that, on the
point: of order, he desired to say
that he himself had asked the honorable member for Gee long to speak
up, as he really could not hear
him. Perhaps it was not the honorable
member's fault, but the fault of honorable members who were sp~aking to one
another in front of him (Mr. Gaunson).
There was too much conversation going on,
honorable members not paying proper deference to one another when they were addressing the Chamber.
The honorable
member for Toorak said, " Will the honor·
able member please speak up?" and the
honorable member for Geelong referred to
the honorable member for Toorak as a new
acquisition. Was the honorable member
allowed to refer to the honorable member
for Toorak as if he were a utensil in a
bedroom?
The CHAIRMAN .-An honorable member should refer to other honorable members by their proper designation.
Mr. COLECHIN said he would try not
to take notice of these interruptions. It
seemed strange that the Government had
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proposed so many things. They now proposed to make a charge of 2 per cent. in
the case of clubs with a gross revenue between £600 and £1,5°0, and 3 per cent.
in the case of clubs with a gross revenue
of over ,J; 1,5°0. The original proposal
for charges of 3 per cent., 4 per cent., and
5 per cent. seemed to be a reasonable one,
but a better one still was his own proposa.l,
that the 'Government should charge £50
per da.y for the V.R.C. meetings, and
£20 per day for the V.A.T.C. race meetings. This Bill was for the purpose of
checking gambling, not doing away with
gambling, and as it was for the purpose of
checking gambling, the Government would
be justified in putting taxation on those
who controlled the courses where nearly
the whole of the gambling in Victoria, was
carried on so far as public places were concerned. He was satisfied that some honorable members were trying to make this
a town versus country arrangement. There
should be no such consideration.
This
Bill was for the purpose of checking
gambling, and there was, therefore, all
the more reason for getting . income
from the V.R.C. and the V.A.T.e.
Some time ago he made application that
the balance-sheets of the V.R.C. and the
V.. A.T.e. should be laid on the table of the
Librarv. He had heard from the honorable ~ember for Kara Kara that those
balance-sheets had been laid on the table,
but he (Mr. Colechin) had sent out for
them some time ago to the Library, and
they were not there. He had obtained
the:n since from the private bag of a member of the Government.
Mr. GAUNSoN.-What right have you to
ha ve access to the bag of a member of the
Government?
Mr. COLECHIN said the balance-sheets
had been handed to him bv a member o'f
the Government. There ,;'ere a number
of members who seemed to be particularlv friendlv ,...-ith the V.R.C., and the
strongest friend of the club was, perhaps,
the newly elected member for Toorak, who.
when he" (Mr. Colechin) finished, might be
able to make out a better case for the club
than the honorable member did the other
night. When the honorable membe~ ·for
Toorak finished speaking the other night
he (Mr. Colechin) was more strongly opposed to the V.R.C. than before.
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-Any sensible
man would not have been.
Mr. COLECHIN said he would touch on
the matter of brains later on.
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Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).Don't j that is a sore point wIth him.
Mr. eOLECHIN said the latest proposal of the Government seemed to be for
the purpose oJ giving the bookmakers the
right to practise their calling at Flemington. The racing club had gone to the Full
Court, and had been badly knocked out up
to the present time. The Government now
proposed to give bookmakers the right to
bet at Flemington, and' to give the V.R.C.
power to collect fees from them, which the
Courts had held to be illegal Let the
honorable member for Toorak answer that
if he could.
Mr. GAUNSoN.-That is not so.
Mr. COLECHIN said it looked like it,
at any rate.
Mr. GAUNSON. --Looks are very deceitful.
Mr. eOLECHIN said aocompanying th~
balance-sheet of the V.R.C. was a letter
dated 16th October, signed bv Bvron
Moore, the gentleman who, ashe (Mr.
Colechin) said before, had been trotting
around the House a great deal. That
gentleman was an arrogant person, and he
(Mr. Colechin) had been informed that M1'.
Byron l\1oore told one of the finest men
whom he (Mr. Colechin) knew in Australia. when that man waited on him, "I do
not keep dogs, and bark myself." That
was the arrogant way in which 1\1r. Byron
Moore spoke, and he (Mr. Colechin) -did
not think the House would be prepared to
deal out anything more than justice to that
individual. The balance-sheets he had referred to contained a great deal of matter.
but as he had only had them about six
minutes, he did not propose to give more
than one or two items. In the V.R.C.
balance-sheet, under the heading of receipts
and expenditure for the twelve months ending 30th June, J906, there were shown the
different amounts receiyed and paid out at
the different meetings. At the steeplechase meeting. J905, £:F 3 was paid in
wages,
luncheons
and
re'freshments
amounted to £7 J os. 6d .. and for music.
which he supposed was played so as to
giye the peop]~ an appetite. there was a
sum of £48 JOS.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-How much
for soap?
Mr. eOLECHIN said he did not know
how much was paid for soap, but he supposed there would he enou~h soft soap from
the honorabl~ member for Toorak. At another meeting in Joo,t; waQ"es amounted to
£57 I, lunches and refreshments' to over
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£200, and the expenditure for bands was
£75. At the New Year's meeting in 1906
a sum of £97 was expended 'for wages,
and for lunches there was an expenditure
of £17. The amounts for the lunches
were getting smaller since attention had
been drawn to these matters. At another
meeting in 1905, there was an expenditure of £98
for
wages; for
lunches and refreshments the expenditure was £26, and for bands there
was a sum of £II lOS. At the August
meeting in 1905, there was an item
for wages of £90, luncheons and re'freshments amounted to £5 8s., and for bands
of music there was an expenditure of
£II lOS. At the October meeting i:n 1905
wages amounted to £94 lIS., luncheons and
refreshments to £7 lOS. 3d., and bands of
music to £1 I lOS. He noticed an item
for a Fund 'for Distressed Jockeys.
Mr. !VlACKINNoN.-They spend £1,000
.a year on that.
Mr. COLECHIN said there was an
amount in the balance-sheet of £765. The
assets of the club might have something to
do with the attitude adopted by certain honorable members who had spoken on this
Bill. He did not wish to go into the contingency fund, but the debentures were held
as 'follows: -Beech worth shire, face value,
£2,000; Borough of Daylesford, face
value, £2,000; and Metropolitan Board of
Works, £3,200. There was a balance at
the bank of £358 9S' Id., making a total
of £7,558 9S. Id. This did not s~cw the
total assets, and he was not sure about the
contingency fund, which included an item
for Footscrav land.
.
An HONORABLE MEMBER. - What is
face value ?',
Mr. COLECHIN said he would not have
the face to say whether it was up or down.
This balance-sheet was signed by F'. W.
Prell, auditor, William Leonard, vicechairman, Archibald Yuille-that was the
gentleman who wrote to the papers making
out what a splendid club the V.R.C. wasand H.· Byron Moore, the secretary.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Did -you say
honorarv secretarv?
Mr. COLECHIN.-No j he did not say
honorary secretary. He supposed there was
more honO'rarium about it than" honorarv."
There was not so much about lunches in the
balance-sheet of the V.A.T.C.
The concluding portions o'f toe receipts showed that
the credit balance for the race meeting held
on May, 1906, was only 65. Id. The balance
for the meeting in June was £58; the bal(C
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anoe for the July meeting was £239; for
the August meeting there was a balance of
£ I, 103 j and the balance for the October
meeting was £576. The balance at the
Royal Bank was £3,854, and there were
unpres.ented cheques to the amount of £II
12S. 9d.
Debentures, at face value,
amounted to £8,700.
The balance-sheet
did not say what those debentures were,
and there was no information as to how
the money was spent.
The balance
at credit was £1 1,266. That balance-sheet
was signed by C. H. Tuckett, A. Nichols,
Herbert Power, and T. W. Moule.
:ais
particular reason for speaking of these clubs
was that one of them "vas controlling over
300 acres of very valuable land, and was
doing little for the public. No doubt the
honorable member for Kara Kara was right
when he said he had two balance-sheets at
home, but he (Mr. Colechin) could. not be
expected to take the train out to the honorable member's place to-night. All these clubs
which had received such enormous consideration from the House and the Governm~nt
should produce their balance-sheets, the same
as people running little bazaars for charity,
so that the public might see what they were
doing with the money they received, how
much they had too their credit, and thus a
little light would be shown as to how they
stood. The V.R.C. was holding up 300
acres of valuable land .. He (Mr. Colechin) was prepared to give them credit for
all the good things thev did, but honorable
members wanted to know ,vhat those good
things were.
Mr. BROMLEv.-Compare them with a
man controlling a private race-course.
Mr. COLECHIN said i"f the honorable
member was the friend of a man controlling
a private race-course, he ought to produce
the balance-sheets. If the balance-sheets
of that individual were more to his credit
than were the balance-sheets of the V.R.C.
to its credit, honorable members had no
more right to attack that indi'vidual than to
attack the V.R.C.
The people desired to
see horse-racing. There was no better sight
than a good horse-race, but he (Mr. Colechin) did not think gambling was necessary.
To his knowledge, complaints had been
made against the V.A.T.C.. at Caulfield,
for years. It was complained that the
people were not allowed to go on the course,
although, as it was municipal propert v , they considered that thev han
a right to do so. He (Mr. Col ech in)
did not object to the V.A.T.C. shutting up
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the course when there ,..'as racing or training V.R.C. committee and members of the
going on, but he thought that when people club guzzled together, and spent a great
were living near public property of this deal of public money in eatjn~ and drinkkind, or had bought land and built houses ing. What were the. facts? The facts
with the belief that they would always have were that that club exercised a degree of
the right to go into that public property, parsimony with regard to lunches which
they should not be prevented from doing so. was not altogether creditable to it. The
He did not think the V.A. T.C., at Caul- sum of £7 I, which had been referred to,
lield, or the V.R.C., at Flemington, should had been spent in entertaining the Gostop people going on the courses. If a charge ,~ernors-the Governor-General and some
was to be made on race-courses, it should of the State Governors and their suites
corne out of the pockets of the people who and some other visitors from the other
were running big race-courses on public States.
Mr. COLECHIN.---vVhat about the other
property, and the Government were going
on right lines. The Bill was for the amount of £200?
The
purpose of checking gambling.
Mr. MACKIN~OX said that that ,ras
Government said they wished to pre- expended in the course of four davs'
vent gambling, and if that were so racing in entertaining the Governorthey had a right to attack the big General and the visiting Governors in a
racing clubs and leave the little· racing way that would do honour and credit to
clubs alone. The honorable member for the Melbourne and Victoria. He was sure
Railways Service (Mr. Hannah) :wd he that Parliament itself would never allow
went from Melbourne to Ballarat by one . distinguished people to come within its
line, and carne back on the other. They precincts without giving them some sort of
came across a number of race-courses, but entertainment, especially when the occasion
in nearly every instance those race-courses was such a notable one, and when tens of
were used for' picnicking. On one of the thousands of people ,,,ere gathered into
courses there was onl v one race meeting a our great metropolitan festival. With reyear, and on another only two. He was in- gard to the V.R.C. itself, the chief fault.
formed by the residents that there was yerv so far as he could see, was that it had
little gambling on those courses, and th~ been sllccessful. He remembered hearing
Government had no ri!!ht to tax the people a story of a man who said to his friends,
"I do not know how it is, but evervbodv
where there \Vas no gambling.
Mr. MACKINNON said it had often seems to turn away from me. No one
occurred to him that Parliament was a seems to have a good "'ord to say to me."
place where people could be abused One of his friends said, "I can tell VOll
freely, where an honorable member could exactlv how it is_ The day that Y(mr
say what he liked without caring in the name -appears in the London Ga::ette - yOU
least about anybody's feelings. The con- will find that vou will be one of the n10st
1 t was not a very cresequence was that some of our Parliaments popular of me~."
were losing caste to a large extent with ditable trait in our disposition, but' there
the public, and a large section of the press was no doubt that a great deal of the
secured a great deal of sympathy when it unpopUlarity of the V.R.C. was due to the
roundly abused the members of those Par- fact that they had been highly successful
liaments. The tone of' the present debate in managing their business. \Vho were
He had
with regard to certain clubs, which were the committee of the V.R.C.?
practically private concerns, and with re- nothing to do with them. He was not a
gard to the people who were connected racing man, and except now and again,
with them, had not been altogether cre- perhaps under feminine influence, when he
ditable to this Chamber. The V.R.C. went to look at the dresses, he verv Seldom
His visits' to the
had been attacked bv the honorable mem- visited the races.
Flemington
race-course
were ,'erv few, hut
ber who liad just sat down. That honorable member was entitled, of course, to it was part of the sport of the people, and
criticise the figures of the club, and no he felt it his dutv to take part in that
doubt he would be supplied with full in- sport.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzro r).-Do YOU
formation if he applied for it. But with
respect to the money spent in I unches by mean to say that you go there to see 'the
that club he took the trouble the other day dresses?
to investigate the matter. It had been
Mr. ~fACKlj\TNON said he did, and
stated in this House that members of the the sight '"hich he saw yesterday from the
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top of the grandstand was a most gratifying one to anyone who took an interest in
the prosperity of Victoria.
Mr. MURRAy.-I£ you went on the flat
you might not have thought so much of it.
Mr. MACKINNON said he would have
liked to go on the flat. There seemed to
be a good deal of excitement there ..
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You never properly
enjoy the races unless you have to walk
home.
Mr. MACKINNON said he regretted to
say that he had been obliged to do that
when he was at the University, and from the
flat too. But who were the gentlemen who
were concerned in the management of this
club?
This was, perhaps, a little bit
away from the subject which was before
the Chair, but he thought it was a fair
thing to recognise that these gentlemen
were elected by a number of reputable
citizens, and of their class they were just
as well qualified to maintain this concern
as any class of men to manage any concern of similar magnitude in Australia at
the present time. They did it to the satisfaction of a great many of the racing
people throughout Victoria.
There was
no doubt that the racing clubs throughout
the State were pretty well satisfied with
the assistance they got from the V.R.C.
That being so, he thought that honorable
memb~rs should give a little consideration
to the people who were responsible for this
management, and that they should not
be constantly girded at or sneered at merely
because they occasionally made mistakes.
In his opinion the V.R.C. committee did
make a mistake, and he was sure they recognised it now, with regard to the attitude they adopted towards men like ]\tIr.
Sol Green and ~lr. Wren, and with regard
to matters which they thought were inimical to the healthiness of racing.
It was
no business of theirs to interfere with
these gentlemen, and it would have been
very much wiser if they had left that sort
of thing' to the police and the Government.
There was no doubt they went out of their
way on that occasi·:m, and the action they
took was quite ineffective, because there
was nothing to prevent these gentlemen
fr.om nominating horses if they wanted to.
I t could be done in an indirect manner.
Coming back now to the tax which the
Treasurer had proposed, he (Mr. Mackinnon) intended to sU1;>port the honorable
gentleman, but he did so with great reluctance, because he did not consider that
it was a perfect tax in any way.
He did
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not believe in the exemption that was proposed. There seemed no reason why there
should be any exemptIOn for the smaller
clubs. Why should they be exempt? The
money did not stay in the pockets of any
one.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).They are mere picnics.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-The V.R.C. is a huge
business concern.
Mr. MACKINNON said he would ask
who derived the profit from it? It was the
owners of racehorses.
Who derived the
prcfit from the picnic race-courses?
It
was the owners of racehorses. The Premier put it on the ground that the big
clubs employed more bookmakers.
It was
a great pity that this bookmakers' business
could not be regulated some way Or other.
No one seemed to know where he was
with regard to bookmakers, and it was not
a very clean kind of money to be coming to
the Government-monev derived from fees
paid by the bookmakers.
If one cared
to be logical, there was nothing to prevent
the £600 a-year meetings from being well
patronized by bookmakers, and patronized bv a very hard class of bookmakers
who wouid practise bouncing and scaling;
and other devices, very freely.
Mr. BENT.-The honorable member for
Hampden will not permit it on his course.
Mr. MACKINNON said he had spent
many Kew Year's Days on that course, and
it was certainly well conducted, and one
of which the district was proud. He remembered, however, one man who did
welsh there.
He got away to a neigh.
houring station with a good deal of 10cal
cash, and disappeared.
The reason why
they made a charge to bookmakers on the
Terang course, for instance, was to pre"ent welshers from going there.
They
had to give a small guarantee, and to pay
a fee of a guinea or so.
Mr. BENT.-I only want a penny out of
th:i.· -'linea, that is -all.
-L. .~lACKINNON said he was going
to Vc:':2 for the Treasurer's tax, but, as he
said before, he did so with great reluctance,
because he considered that in the Treasurer's zeal to grab money he was not
grabbing it with as much grace as it was
to be hoped he would do. in connexion
with the land tax he was going to bring in
after the next election.
If the present
graduated scheme ofl taxation was to be
an i.ndjcation of what we wduld have as a
land tax, it would not be very much better
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than the present system.
However, he
(Mr. Mackinnon) thought he was justified
in saying a few words on behalf of the
V.R. C.
He did not care to speak on
behalf of any institution ·with which he
was connected, although in this case it was
only as a humble and unobtrusive member, but he had observed the work that the
members of the V.R.C. had done, and it
was only fair tliat he should say someHe had
thing from their point of, view.
not made a study in any way of their position, and he spoke only as an unbiased onlooker. He often found that men were a
good deal better than those who criticised
th~m tried to make out, and there was no
reason wh,- the members of this club,
merely because they were successful, should
be roundl y abused for the management of
the institution.
Mr. GAUNSON said that the honorable
member for Prahran had said something
in favour of the V.R.C.
He (Mr. Gaun-son) did not propose so much to cliallenge
the conduct of the V.R.C., but, in passing, he would like to note that the amounts
which had been read out as to the assets
<>f the club did not contain anv estimate of
the value of the freehold prop'~rty which
had been illegally acquired by the V.R.C.
That club l1ad no authority to purchase
-anything whatever out of the public funds.
Their dutv was simplv to uphold the race-course, which had been granted to them
for the use of the public.
They had no
right whatever to purchase the property
in Bourke-street, although it might be said
that there wac; something- to justify that
being done, because it enabled br.siness to be
transacted more easil vin town than it could
be transacted on the' race-course itself.
Mr. l\IuRRAY.-Would it not be legal for
the club to rent premises III the city?
Mr. GAUNSON said it would not be
legal.
i\Ir. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).Suppose they use the members' subscriptions only for that purpose, would it not
be legal?
Mr. GAUNSON said it would not.
In
the judgment delivered by ~Ir. Justice
Cussen on Tuesday morning the Judge
-stated that any privileges that were given
to members of the club that were not given
to the public at large were not lawfully
so given.
Whilst he (Mr. Gaunson) was
not going to take upon himself the office
of judge, and of telling the V.R.C. Committee that they acted unjustly or in an
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arbitrary manner, he did say this, and
he defied any man to contra:dict it, that
these inquiries into the conduct of the
owners of racehorses,. of jockeys, and of
lessees, and of trainers of horses-these
Star Chamber inquiries-were a disgra.ce to
They should be conour civilization.
ducted under sworn testimony-, so that the
persons giving evidence could be charged
with perjury in respect of any wilful lie.
The CHAIRMAN. - The honorable
member is travelling outside the amendment.
Mr. GAU~SON said that other honorable members had been allowed to speak
on the subject generally.
The CHAIRMAN.-Onlv from a financial point of view.
.
Mr. GAUNSON said that other honorable members had been allowed to challenge the V.R.C. with respect to their conduct.
The honorable member for Flemington challenged them in respect of their
conduct towards the public, and he (1\1r.
Gaunson) was challenging them in respect
of their conduct towards a portion of the
public.
These inquiries should be conducted on oath, and the parties should be
allowed the assistance of legal agents when
their characters were at stake.
.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Are they
not allowed legal assistance now?
Mr. GAUNSON.-No.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Then I
can understand your opposition.
Mr. GAUNSON. - Did the honorable
member suppose that he (Mr. Gaunson),
who had lived to sixty years of age, making an income of up to £4,000 a year by
his profession, was not able to snap his
fingers in the face of the V.R.C.? He
was dealing with an act of injustice. There
came under his notice to-day the case of a
man named Brown, in respect to the hunlle
race at Flemington. Tnis man was a man
of irreproachable character, who had been
racing horses in New Zealand for years.
He had £4,000 invested in horse stock,
and he came over to race his horses in the
Commonwealth. He raced at the A.J.C.,
and at races in the Commonwealth his
horse ran first on one occasion, second twice,
and third on the last occasion.
:Mr. McBRIDE.-He did well to get off
in Sydney. He was welshing the public
all the time.
Mr. GA UNSON said that was a lie.
This man had as good a character as the
honorable member. He did not believe in
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the V.R.C., because of the way it dealt
with these cases.
He had referred the
other night to the case of a horse named
Tim SWlveller.
Mr. MURRAY.-Whv did you not bring
up the case of Chester, which is a later
one?
Mr. GAUNSON said he had in the bottom of his brief-bag an album of the misconduct of the V.R.C., and he was going
to study it to-night, so that he might give
the Committee a; chapter to-morrow.
He
heartil y disapproved of the arguments used
to-night by the honorable member for Flemington. He (Mr. Gaunson) "would make no
distinction at all between private racecourses and those held bv clubs on land
granted by the Government for the time
being. If he did make any difference, it
would be against the private individual and
in favour of the public race-course.
Mr. MURRAY.-You would take the socialistic view.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would take the
right view, and tax all of them. He was
going to vote for the proposal to tax the
V.R.C. for the reason that he did not want
to see the Bill passed, and he knew the
Upper House would kick out this amendment.
Mr. MURRAY said the . management of
the V.R.C. had been referred to, but he
did not challenge their management of the
Flemington course, though he had always
challenged their right to control other racecourses. The V.R.C. managed their business well on the Flemington race-course;
but why should they be superior to ail other
racing clubs? From any decision of the
V.R.C. committee there was no appeal,
and it was well known that some of their
decisions had been manifestly wrong. The
V.R.C. committee had constituted themselves a court of appeal, to which every
one dealt with by other clubs racing under
their rules might have recourse.
Mr. J. CAMERON (GiPpsland East). Have not the country clubs accepted them
as an authority?
Mr. MURRAY said they were compelled
to do so, as they had no choice in the matter. The authority of the V.R.C. had been
forced on the countrv clubs. He did not
agree with many of "the criticisms levelled
at the V.R.C. Their management of the
Flemington course had been excellent.
He did not speak of the fiat, for he had
never been on it; but they catered in an
admirable manner for the convenience of
visitors to other parts of the course. In
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many ways they might have acted illegally.
I t had been said that they had no right to
rent a building in Bourke-street, which was
used as offices. If they had not a legal
right to do so, they ought to be given a
legal right, as it was necessary for them
to have their offices in town to conduct their
business properly. He was very much astonished at the argument used to-night by
the honorable member for Flemington, and
he did not see how the honorable member
could claim any longer to belong to the
Labour or Socialistic Party. The honorable member advocated the most rank antiSocialism to-night when he spoke on behalf
of the private individual and against the
courses that were the property of the public. He desired to see the privately-owned
courses exempted from the tax, while he
was quite willing to slate all the public
racing bodies. That was a position that
he (Mr. Murray) could not understand the
honorable member taking up, and he
thought the honorable member would begin
a little later on to realize that he had got
himself into a dilemma. When the House
came to deal with the question of land taxation, how could the honorable member support such a thing, when he denied the right
of Parliament to tax the properties of the
owners of private race-courses, because they
had acquired the land? Had n.ot the landowner acquired his property? And wh.y
should he be dealt with differently from
the owners of private race-courses? There
was one matter -left in entire doubt. From
the remark of the Treasurer, he (Mr. Murray) assumed that the honorable gentleman
believed that he was going to derive this
revenue from a charge on the bookmakers.
Mr. BENT.-I said thev offered me so
much for the bookmakers' fees, which I do
not think they have a right to charge.
Mr. MURRAY said he understood th'at
was used as an argument by the Premier
to support the tax.
Mr. BENT.-No.
Mr. MURRAY said the V.R.C. Committee had been guilty of an act that looked
very much like an attempt to bribe Parliament through the F"remier. They were willing to give up certain of the fees that they
might be illegally collecting from the bookmakers. The position of the bookmakers
ought to be made clear in the Bill. Whether it )Vas legal for the clubs to charge
fees to the bookmakers or not should be
made clear in the Bill. There was one
thing in which he thought the V.R.C. had
behayed unfairly. They hajd differentiated
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as to the price people had to pay
to become members. At one time, the
charge was £5, and afterwards it was
raised to £20.
The committee also decided as to who should be admitted to
membership of the club, and he believed
they had no legal right to make any distinction, and that if they granted privileges
to one person they were compelled by law
to grant them to others. He rose to point
out that the Committee ought to do something to make it clear what the position of
the club ,ras in regard to charging licencefees to bookmakers.
1'1r. McBRIDE said he rose to oppose
this tax because he thought there was no
necessity for it.
At a time when the
coffers of the State were overflowing, a measure ,vas brought in to tax the racing clubs.
There was no necessity for this tax, and
if there was, it was not to be placed on the
right shoulders. The Treasurer was not
going to tax the people who went to the r~e
courses, nor the members of the clubs, hut
he was going to tax the people that ought
to be encouraged, and they were the peopJe
who bred and owned racehorses. There
had been no better advertisement for this
State than the l\1:elbourne Cup. We had
been well advertised by our sports, and
especially by cricket, rowing, and racing,
but the best advertisement of all had been
the Melbourne Cup. Year after year, the
Melbourne Cup had advertised the State
throughout the world. There was no doubt
that the Melbourne Cup meeting was the
finest race meeting in the world. He had
been on most of the princi pal courses of
the world, and had seen the greatest races
in the world, but nowhere had he seen racing so well conducted as by the V.R.C.
at Flemington. Yet, because this club had
prospered it was proposed to tax it anl{
three or four other clubs. Instead of proposing to tax the V.R.C., the Government
should try to help the club. The only
people the tax would reach! would be th,~
horse-owners, and it would not affect the
people who went to see the racing. There
was no suggestion to put a stamp on thl~
tickets.
~lr. BENT.-Is that not part of the revenue?
Mr. l\IcBRIDE.-No.
2\1r. BENT .-Do you mean to say that my
£5 5s. is not part of the revenue?
~Ir. McBRIDE.-Xo j because the club
would have to give smaller stakes. The tax
would affect horse-owners only.
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Mr. GAuNsoN.-There will be less swil.
ling of champagne.
Mr. McBRID E said it had been pointed
out by the honorable member for Prahran
that there might not be any truth in that.
He had been a member of the club for
eighteen or nineteen years, and, during the
whole time, he had been asked only once
to lunch with the committee, and he had
been favoured more than the general body
of the members. The committee were not
in the habit of swilling champagne: at the
expense of the club. I t was anI v done to
entertain the Governors, the Admiral of
the Fleet, and leading visitors from other
States. Perhaps the honorable member who
had sneered might give some instances.
The honorable member all uded to a gentleman who was described as highly honorable. If the honorable member had been
at the races vesterda v, and had seen that
man's horse ~unning,' he would not have
got up and spoken as he did. It was palpable that the horse was never meant to
win.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-The boy was nearly
asleep on the horse, and the owner has
been treated in an outrageous manner.
Mr. McBRIDE said he had been treated
in the manner he deserved.
Mr. GAuNsoN:-If an action at law was
taken the V.R. C. would suffer for it.
Mr. McBRIDE said no action could be
taken. The Premier very often asked, when
~embers objected to some particular taxatIon proposal, that they should give him
some other scheme. Well, a proper scheme
in this connexion would be a scheme to give
the V.R.C. the power to define the position
of bookmakers, and to see that people who
made bets with bookmakers got their wagers
paid.
Mr. BENT.-This Bill is not intended 'for
that.
Mr. McBRIDE said goodness knew what
the Bill was intended for. The Premier did
not know when he started the Bill, and now,
when the Committee were three-fourths
through the Bill, the Government had less
idea of what it was intended for than when
l'h~Y started. He (Mr. McBride) desired to
oifer a suggestion bv which the Premier
could get more money out of this tax than
by any other means. Th.e- V.R.C., at the
present time, got about £9,000 a year from
registering bookmakers. K ow, if the Government would only bring in legislation to
legalize the position of the V.R.C., and
allow them to make this charge, and to de-
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fine the position of bookmakers, they would
be acting in the public interest. The public
were concerned in the matter, because the
public went out to Flemington and betted
there, and they did not want to be
" welshed."
Mr. BENT .-Wren would give me more
money than you are talking about.
Mr. McBRIDE asked what Mr. Wren
had done to encourage sport?
K othing
whatever. It was onlv for his own pocket
that that gentleman went. To compare Mr.
Wren with the V.R.C. was impossiblethere was no likeness whatever.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).His meetings are as well conducted as those
of the V.R.C.
1\1r. GAUNsoN.-Better.
Mr. McBRIDE said that both of the
honorable members who had interjected
were talking with absolute want of knowledge. Had Mr. Wren ever held a meeting with 90,000 people on the course?
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Was there ever a Donald
l\kLeod killed at one: of Wren's meetings?
Mr. McBRIDE said if the Government
carried out what he proposed there would
never be any Donald McLeods killed at
one of the V.R.C. meetings. If they allowed the V.R.C. to register the bookmakers, and to regulate the betting on the
course, there would be no occurrences of
that kind. If this was not done, it was
quite possible:' that somebody would be
killed in the reserve as well as on the flat,
because, after the recent Supreme Cout decision, there was nothing whatever to stop
the "welsher" and " scaler" from betting
in the reserves. He (Mr. McBride) did
not want to see any heat over this matter,
but he certainly thought the V.R.C. had
been badly treated all through. He hoped
that when the division was taken the Co:nmittee would decide that this taxation was
not to be imposed, and he trusted that if
there was to be a tax for charities all sports
would come under it.
Mr. KEOGH said he was sorry that the
Premier had not been able to tell the Committee what he was going to do with this
money if he got it. He would have liked
to hear the honorable gentleman say straight
out that it was going to be devoted to the
charities. If the Premier had assured the
Committee that it would be devoted to the
charities-Sir ALEXANDER PEAcocK.-It is to improve the Lakes Entrance.
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Nfr. KEOGH said he did not think the'
honorable member for Allandale ever did
much for the Lakes Entrance. He gave
the Premier the credit of having opened up
the Lakes Entrance, as the honorable gent1~
man was Minister of Public Works at the
time.
:Mr. CULLEN.-Some one spent a lot of
money there.
Mr. KEOGH asked what about the
money which had been spent in the improvement of Port F 'airy, Portland, and other
places? The people at the Lakes Entrance
were quite willing to pay tonnage dues if
tonnage dues were made general all round
the State. The people of the Lakes En·
trance did not want anything for nothing.
However, to return to the subject, he
thought the Premier was like one of the
honorable gentleman's own constituents, who
,,-as very careful. This particular consti.
tuent was a railway porter at North Brighton, a Scot, and he had just WO!1
£5,000 in Tattersall's sweep.
He was
asked to shout all round. but his reply was,
" I'll no shout till I get the money." Perhaps the Premier was not' willinQ' to say
what he was going to do with this money
until he got it. He (Mr. KeoQ'h) had been
told that whenever a Bill was brought forward in Cabinet the Treasurer always
,~anted to know what he was going to get
out o'f it, or, in other words, the Treasurer
was the "take-all" of the Government. It
appeared to him (Mr. Keogh) that every
Bill that was brought in now had some
taxation proposal in it.
Mr. BENT.-There is no taxation in the
Boilers Inspection Bill.
Mr. KEOGH said there were inspectors,
and they would have to be paid. Ho,:"ever,
he did not say that it was a bad proposal
by any means to take a. little from the large
revenue of the V.R.C. That club had an
income of some £70,000 a year. A great
number of people went to Flemington to
E'njm- themselves, and as the people who
had most money generallv went to the races
he thought it was a verv fair thing to have
some regard for the unfortunate people: who
were in the hospitals, and to deduct a small
percentage for these charities. He only
wished that the Premier had said that this
money would go towards charit,·. because
other sports were not included in the pro·
posal.
~Ir. PRENDERGAST .-1 think we might
complain of the management of the rai!ways yesterday, when it took t,yO h.ours to
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take all the p'assengers after the last race
was run.
Mr. KEOGH said he quite agreed with
the leader of the Opnosition. There was
no doubt that the facility for conveying
passengers was not what it ought to be.
,\forem'er, the people on the hill and on the
flat \"ere not accommodated as thev should
l,P.
The V.R.C. charged such a high price
for the use of buildings and for catering
that people could not get a decent meal
under about 2S. Thev had to pav IS. for a
plate of corned beef, -6d. for cup o'f tea,
and 6d. for a bit of cake.
He really
thought that the public-the poorer public
who patronized the races-should be able to
get something to eat at a fair price. S_everal
remarks had been made about countrv clubs.
The country clubs did not want to -get out
of this. He (Mr. Keogh) did not mind a
fair percentage. At the same time, as the
Government were exempting up to £600 in
the towns, the country had a right to be
treated in the same way. If the clubs in
the country towns made over £600 they
,,'pre quite prepared to pay. It must be recollected that a great deal of monev was
received by the railways 'from country
people coming down to patronize the races
at Melbourne, and a great deal of country
money was spent about Melbourne on such
occasions. There was not the population
:'It present in the country to have big meetings up there, but if they had they wouln
be very glad to pay as Melbourne was asked
to pay.

a

The Committee divided on
amenrlmrnt-Ayes
Noes

~fr.

Majority for the amendment

Bent's
31
24

7

AYES.

Mr. Deard
Dent
" Cameron, E. H.
" Cameron, J.
" Campbell
" Carlisle
" Gaunson
Sir Samuel Gillott
Mr. Graham
Harris
Holden
Hunt
Hutchinson
Keogh
" Kirkwood
,. Langdon

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Lawson
Livingston
Mackey
McGregor
McLeod
Outtrim
H.obertson
Smith
Stanley
Swinburne
Thomson
Toutcher
'Wilkins
Tellers:
Mr. Argyle
" Bailes, A. S.
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NOES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Anstey
Bayles, N.
Beazley
Bennett, G. H.
Bennett, H. S.
Boyd
Bromley
Colechin
Cullen
Downward
Gray
Hannah
Lemmon

Mr.
"
"
"
Sir
Mr.
"
"

McBride
McGrath
Murray
Oman
A. Peacock
Prendergast
Sangster
\Varde
Watt.

Tellers:
Mr. Billson, J. W.
" Elmslie.
PAIR.

~Ir.

Mackinnon

I

Mr. A. A. Billson

Mr. BENT proposed the following new
sub-clause: (6) If for any reason the gross revenue as
aforesaid cannot be ascertained, or does not in
the opinion of the Chief Secretary appear to be
correctly stated by the applicant for a licence
the annual sum to be paid for the licence shall
be assessed and determined by the Chief Secretary on such evidence as may be produced by
the applicant for the licence.

The sub-clause was agreed to.
Mr. BENT proposed the following new
sub-clause : (7) \Vhere on any of the number of days for
which race meetings are fixed in the licence for
a race-course it is found impossible or impracticable to hold any appointed or particular race
meeting on such race-course or where a racing
club or polo club or hunt club in existence on
the first day of August One thousand nine hundred and six has no race,course in its own control the Chief Secretary may if satisfied of such
impossibility or impracticability or of such fact
authorize on such conditions as he thinks fit the
holding of such race meetings on such day as
he may fix on any specified race-course whatsoever irrespective of the number of days on
which in the licence for such race-course race
meetings are fixed to be held thereon.

1\1r. WATT said he noticed some vital
alterations had been made in the sub-clause
as circulated by the Government.
Mr. MACKEY.-Certain hunt clubs, such
as the Findon Harriers, are accustomed to
hold a meeting during the year, and there
is a polo club also.
Mr. WATT said, generally speaking, the
amendment was on right lines. It chiefly
affected the Moonee Vallev course, where
the Findon, and the Oakland, and the Melbourne Hunt clubs held their race-meetings.
This would evidently give a chance to that
course of holding the sixteen days, plus
the usual six allowed to the hunt clubs.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-There is a hunt
club in existence in the neighbourhood of
Lil ydale, which has no course.
Mr. WATT said none of the hunt clubs
in Victori.a. had courses.
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Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-It is too wet in
the winter to hold a race-meeting in the
neighbourhood of Lilydale.
?vIr. WATT said he thought the Government should have the amendments reprinted.
This amendment might have evil effects.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-It will have very
There are only a few meetlittle effect.
ings.
Mr. WATT said he would like to know
what was the good of circulating printed
amendments if they were going to be departed from at every stage?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT .-Of course, we get
information about a case like the one referred to. There is the Yarra Glen Hunt
Club, and there is a race-course in the
neighbourhood; but, on account of its wet
condition, it is not fit to run on at the
time of meeting, and the club have to come
nearer to Melbourne. There is only one
meeting a year.
Mr. WATT said the Chamber was passing things now on the good faith of the
Ministers. What was proposed appeared
to be all right as it was read out.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT. - There is only
one meeting for this club.
Mr. WATT said he was considering the
more important hunt clubs. The Minister
must promise that, when a fair print of
the Bill appeared, if mistakes had crept in
owing to its rapid passage in this way, he
would consent to its recommittal. It was
doubtful whether the amendment was in
order.
Mr. BENT remarked that, to enable the
amendments to be printed, and in order
that there might be no more carping, he
begged to moveThat progress be reported.

the Railways Service.

Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that he
wished to know whether the figures in coonexion with this matter would be placed
on the table of the House. It was rather
an important matter.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I think we shalf
be able to place all the figures on the ta.ble.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he wished to
know whether the Chief Secretary would
make a statement on the subject.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT remarked that
he was not in a position to make a statement to-night, but he would promise the
honorable member to obtain the figures on
which this report was made.
The SPEAKER.-Of course, under the
Act, it is the Under-Secretary's duty to report to me.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he would
look into the matter the following day, and
obtain the figures.
ADJOURNMENT.
CONTINUATION SCHOOLS.
Mr. BENT movedThat the Hoose do now adjourn.

Mr. McGREGOR asked the Premier
when the honorable gentleman intended to
carry out his several times repeated promise
to have continuation schools established in
centres such as Ballarat and Bendigo.
Mr. BENT said the amount for continu·
ation .schools was on the Estimates, and
when the ,Chamber was going through the
Estimates he would state a definite time
when the continuation schools would begin
work.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at four minutes to
eleven 0' clock.

The motion was agreed to, and progress
was reported.
REPRESENTATION OF THE
RAILWAYS SERVICE.
The SPEAKER.-I have received the
following oommunication from the UnderSecretary: Chief Secretary's Office,
Melbourne, 5th November, 1906.

The Constitution Act 1903.
Representation of Railways Officers.
Memorandum for The Hon. the Speaker.
Pursuant to, the provisions of section 21 of the
Constitution Act 1903, 3 Edw. VII., No. 1864,
and in accordance with a report furnished to
me by the Compiling Officer appointed under
the said Act, I beg to certify that the number
of officers on the roll of Railways Officers does
not exceed the quota by one-half.
G. C. MORRISON,
Under-Secretary.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.'
Tlzursday, November 8, 1906.

The SPEAKER took the chair at a quarter
to five o'clock p.m.
GAMING SUPPRESSION BILL.
The House went into Committee for the
further consideration of this Bill.
Discussion was resumed on Mr. Bent's
amendment to add the following subclause to clause 63 : (7) Where on any of the number of days for
which race meetings are fixed in the licence for
a race-course it is found impossible or impracticable to hold any appointed or particular race
meeting on such race-course or where a racing
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club or polo club or hunt club in existence on
the first day of August One thousand nine hundred and six has no race-course ill its own control the Chief Secretary may if satisfied of such
'impossibility or impracticability or of such fact
. authorize on such conditions as he thinks fit the
holding of such race meetings on such day as
he may fix on any specified race-course whatsoever irrespective of the number of days on
which in the licence for such race-course race
meetings are fixed to be held thereon.
~fr. BOYD asked whether there was
any printed copy of the amendment with
the alterations that had been made?
!\Ir. BENT .-There is not.
:\Ir. BOYD said he understood that a
promise was made last night that a copy
of the proposed sub-clause, as amended,
would be printed, so that the Committee
should know exactly what they were doing.
JIr. BENT.-The alterations consist of
onI v two or three words.
The CHAIRMAN.-I might point out
to honorable members that what has already been done and placed in the Bill cannot, of course, be printed until the Bill is
reported. As soon as the Bill is gone
through, it will be reprinted, and a new
copy of the Bill will be placed in the
hands of honorable members.
:\Ir. MURRAY said he supposed that before the Bill was finally dealt with honorable members would have an opportunity
0'£ seeing in print the various amendments
tha t had been made.
\Ir. BENT.-Yes.
:\Ir. MURRAY said that, as f.ar as the
Government were concerned, they were
pretty well through with the Bill now. He
supposed that the consideration of the measure in Committee \Voulef be finished tonight, and that the Premier did not wish
to carry it beyond the Committee stage at
this sitting.
If the present amendment
were carried, it would place very important
powers in the hands of the Chief Secr~
tar\', and this would not be in accordance
wit'h the views that y,rere expressed by the
Committee last night. In a previous subclause, the Governor in Council was substituted for the Chief Secretarv because
the Committee felt that it was 110t proper
that such a large power as the cancellation
of a licence should be placed in the hands
of the Chief Secretary. It would be a
complete change of 'front if the Committee
accepted the Chief Secretary in this case,
while they rejected a similar proposal in
the other case. The powers given under
this sub-clause were quite as important as
the cancellation of a licence.
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Mr. BENT.-We will substitute the Governor in Council.
Mr. MURRAY said that last night he
supported the proposal to give the power of
cancellation to the Chief Secretary as
against the Governor in Council. Instead
of inserting the Governor in Council in the
present sub-clause, he would rather see the
Governor in Council blotted out from the
previous sub-clause, and the name of the
Chief Secretarv inserted. Therefore, he
did not wish to' h:lYe the present sub-clause
altered in that respect. He was merely
pointing out the inconsistency of giving
the power to the Governor in Council in
the one case, and of allowing the Chie'f
Secretary to exercise still greater powers
in the present case.
Mr. BOYD said he understood that the
Premier would accept an amendment to
substitute the Governor in Council for the
Chief Secretary.
Mr. BENT.-Yes.
Mr. BOYD movedThat the words " Chief Secretary" be
omitted, and the words "Governor in Council"
substituted.

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. MURRAY asked was it necessarv,
as the words " Governor in Council" had
teen inserted, to place any restriction in
the proposed sub-clause?
The words in
the sub-clause now wereThe Governor in Council may if satisfied of
such impossibility-

Were the words "if satisfied of such impossibility" necessary?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Let it stand as
it is.
The sub-clause, as amended, was agreed
to.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT movedThat the following new sub-clause be inserted : (8) All regulations under this division when
made by the Governor in Council shall be published in the Government Gazette and when so
published shall have the force of law and shall
be jUdiciaI1y noticed and shall be laid before
both Houses of Parliament within fourteen days
after the same shall have been made if Parliament be then sitting and if not then within ten
days after the next meeting of Parliament and
a copy of any proposed regulations shall be
posted to each member of Parliament at least
seven days before such regu1ations are approved
by the Governor in Council.

The amendment was agreed to.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT movedThat the following sub-clauses be inserted : (3) The number of licences for race-courses
situate within forty miles of the General Post
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Office Melbourne shall not exceed the number of
race·courses so situate a.nd in use for race meet·
ings within bhe twelve months next preceding the
first day of August One thousand nine hundred
and six.
(4) The number of licences for race·courses
situate within twenty miles of the principal post.
office, at Ballarat or Bendigo shall not exceed the
number of race,courses so situate and in use for
race meetings within the twelve months aforesaid,

Mr. J. 'V. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said he
thought it would be better to adopt the
same C'l)urse as was followed in a previous
case, and omit sub-clause (4) before inser'ting the proposed sub-clauses.
The CHAIRMAN.-They could be inserted now.
'Ir. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Without
deleting sub-clauses (4) and (5)?
The CHAIRMAN.-Yes. At present
we are inserting various amendments to
sub-clause (3). The better course would be
to dele~e sub-clauses (4) and (5) first.
'Ir. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said
that his contention was that neither the
sub·clauses nor the amendments were at all
necessary. Both the number of horse races
and pony races that could be held had been
restricted to sixteen On each course, and
therefore he did not think the amendments
were necessary.
'ir. MURRAY said he had received a
suggestion by letter from a person who,
apparently, was very much interested in
the Bill, and in the matters connected with
PO!lV racing.
The writer seemed to be
very~ apprehensive that unless the legislation
controlling pony races was very strict, fresh
evils might be created. The writer wrote
anonymously? and, as a rule, he (Mr.
Murray) difl not take any notice of what
he received in that way, but the suggestion
made in the letter appeared to him to be
a very fair and reasonable one. The
number of days on which races might be
held had been limited, and the writer of
the letter he referred to suggested that
the hours during which races might be
held sho~lld be restricted. He (Mr. ]\Iurray)
believed that was in accordance with a
good deal of the industrial legislation that
had been passed. The writer apparently
thought the people conducting pony races
might increase the amount o'f racing by increasing the number of hours of racing,
and the suggestion was that no racing
should be held in the forenoon. The
number of meetings on each course was
limited to sixteen days a year, but if the
races were to begin' in the -morning-say
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at eleven o'clock-and continue in the 'afternoon, the amount of racing might easily
be doubled.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-The writer of that letter
appears to go one better than any other
person.
Mr . MURRAY said the writer seemed
to know a good deal about the gentlemen
who ran pony races.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-He has evidentl y got a love for them.
1\1r. l\IURRAY said he did not think
the writer of the letter was so much
actuated bv love as a fear of what the
gentlemen conducting pony races might do.
The writer knew, and honorable members
knew, that those persons were up to a good
many devices, and if racing was conducted
on sixteen forenoons and sixteen afternoons
that would double the amount of racing.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Why not appI y the suggestion to horse racing?
Mr. MURRAY said he did not think
anv horse racing club in the country would,
object to a provision making the time of
starting race meetings one o'clock in the
afternoon,
Mr. WARDE.-Suppose we make it between 6 p.m. and midnight,
,
Mr. MURRAY said it was quite possible
that racing might take place between 6 p.m.
and midnight. It would not be a difficult
matter to give sufficient light on some of
the very small pony courses so that racing
might be conducted at night. There had
already been foot racing bv electric light
on grounds about as large as some of the
pony courses.
Mr. VI ARDE.-Do vou not think it would
be as well to pass 'a clause saying there
should be no foot races?
Mr. 1\1 URRAY said he knew the honorable member had the deepest sympathy
,vith the proprietors of pony courses.
Mr. WARDE.-Hear, hear.
Mr. MURRAY said the honorable member's sympathy was entirely unintelligible
to him, as the honorable member must be
aware of the great injury that had been
done to a section of the community.' The
honorable member's attitude was unintelligible, especially as he was looked upon
as the representative of the people who
had-Mr. WARDE.-Whv don't YOU come out
in the open, and move that no pony races
be permitted?
Mr . MURRAY said he did not wish to
curtail the enjoyment of any persons in the
community in what was really legitimate
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sport, but he did not want to see people
making pony racing the sale business of
their lives. He did not want people to be
at the sport from daylight to dark, and
even after dark, as the honorable member
seemed to desire, everv day in the year.
If people could not limit themselves in
their enjoyments by common sense, they
ought to be limited by some legislative provision.
Mr. WARDE.-YOU evidently desire to
have no pony races?
Mr. MURRAY.-No. He wanted to
limit the races to the afternoon. The
writer of the anonymous letter mentioned
some names, and he (Mr. Murray) might
say he had a correspondent who did not
write anonymous 1y, and who mentioned the
name of the honorable member for Flemington-not in a very favorable way either.
Mr. WARDE.-I have no doubt of that.
That is the gentleman who tried all he
could to "do me in" before. I think I
could name the man.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said subclauses (3) and (4) of the amendments
circulated were, with one exception, the
same as sub-clauses (4) and (5) of clause
6,). The only difference was that in subclause (3) of the amendments, it was provided that the number of licences for racecourses within forty miles of Melbourne
should not exceed the number of racecourses previously so situated and in use
within the twelve months prior to August 1,
1906. In sub-clause (4) of clause 63 the
date was August 14, 1906. The Government desired that the date should be August
I, because that was the first day of the
racing season.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he wished
to refer to the concluding rem~rks of the
honorable member for Warrnamboo1. Wl1atever might be said by some people outside,
unless evidence existed to the contrary, he
(Mr. Prendergast) thought honorable members, at any rate, should acknowledge that
the motives of those who were fighting in
different directions on this Bill were honorable. When one very material measure was
before the House-the Totalizator Bill-a
great many people outside the House, and,
perhaps, some inside, questioned the honorable member for Warrnambool's attitude
on that question. For that reason, the
honorable member should recognise that,
when it was considered bv certain honorable members that persons 'outside had purchased interests, those honorable members
should be permitted to refer to those in-
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terests, and ask for consideration for them 1
without accusations of improper motives
being made. Insinuations had been going
on long enough in the House against those
honorable members who were asking merely
'for what they believed to be just) and he
did not think it was fair for some honorable members to question motives as [hey
had been doing. As far as Mr. Wren was
concerned, he (Mr. Prendergast) had a
slight acquaintanceship with him. It was
only a talking acquaintanceship. and he
had only known Mr. Wren a short time.
What he knew concerning that gentleman
made him consider that Mr. Wren was as
straight as any man connected with the
V.R.C. He (Mr. Prendergast) did not
wish to question the motives of the V.R.C.,
and he deplored the fact that anyone
should have abused the gentlemen connected with the V.R. C. for anv action thev had taken.
He I:>elieved
the V.R.C. had done a great deal to purify
sport, and to remove a lot of bad things.
The other person re'ferred to had taken up
pony racing, and had done as much to
purify that sport as the V.R.C. had done
in connexion with ~orse racing.
Mr. SANGsTER.-More.
:Mr. PRENDERGAST said that individual had done just as much, at all events.
But he did not want to question the
honesty or morality of those connected with
a sport at which they would not be able
to obtain a living if this Bill became law
in the form which some honorable members
desired. He was perfectly tired of hearing all the accusations that had been
thrown out, without any justice at all,
against other honorable members, no matter
how they might wish to <;leal with this
matter. He (Mr. Prendergast) might as
well be told, in connex:on with the Licensing Bill, that he was in favour absolutely
of drinking, because he wanted to provide
for compensation. He wanted fair play,
and he hoped the honorable member for
Warrnambool would recollect that otheJ,"s
had to defend him when his motives were
questioned, and when he \\'as attacked by
the Age newspaper in. connexion with his
administration of the Lands Department.
A number of honorable members did not rush
in to accuse the honorable member then, out
defended him, and the honorable member
ought to treat others with the same amount
of fairness as they had treated him when
accusations were made while he was holding office.
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Mr. l\fCRRAY remarked that he did not
know what he had uttered to bring that extremely seyere lecturette from the leader
of the Opposition upon him. He had
questioned no man's motives, and he had
assumed nothing improner against any honorable member.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You have done it
not once, but twent\" times.
. Mr. M tTRRA Y said he had been in this
Chamcer for twenty years, and had never
questioned the motive~ of anv man.
l\Ir. LEMMON.-Xot of Mr. Solly? You
attacked h:5 motives.
l\Ir . MURRAY said there was no honorable member he had a high_er respect for
-not excepting even the honorable member for Williamstown-than for -Mr. Solly,
and no one, he was sure, heard of Mr.
Solly's departure 'from this Chamber with
more regret than he did. He was only
sorry he was not in the House on the evening when Mr. Solly's resignation was announced, so that he might have been. able
to express his sentiments towards him.
l\fr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-You
said you did not know the source from
which the opposition came.
~fr. .MURRAY said honorable members
were so thin-skinned that he was afraid to
speak. Had they never questioned the motives
of honorable members on the Government
side of the House? If the utterances of
any honorable member in the Ministerial
corner could be twisted bv the most ingenious process of ratiocination into some
shadow of re~ection on their character, they
were at a white heat at once. They ought
to "remember the old proverb, "To the pure
all things are pure."
He had never
thought, much less said, that he held the
opinion that honorable members opposite
were actuated bv improper motives. He
had often thought that they were misguided, mistaken men in their views, but he
!hought they were honestly mistaken. He
trusted thev would accept this statement 0'£
his as a sincere expression of his opinion
of the whole of those honorable members.
The honorable member for North Melbourne, as leader, was, of course, anxious
to defend his flock. There was another
proverb which said. "The wicked flee when
no man pursueth." There was no man
pursuing them.
The sheep dog who
guarded the moral reputation of his flock
was too ready to protect them when no one
was attacking them. He trusted that the
oc:;as:on would never arise wh·en the hon-
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orable member would find it a difficult
matter to defend the reputation of his
party.
Mr.
PRENDERGAST.-Your last few
words were an insinuation, in connexion
with the pony racing.
Mr. MURRAY said he did not withdraw
. anything he had stated about ponv racing,
and its demoralizing effects. He would
not withdraw or alter' what he had said
one iota. He held that it should be kept
under the most stringent restrictions, without any loop-hole being afforded for escape from what it was hoped, at any rate,
"would be the law.
The CHAIRl\fA~.-The Chief Secretary desires, instead of moving the insertion of sub-clause (3) of the printed amendments, to first of all move the omission of
sub-clauses (4) and (5) of clause 63.
Sir Samuel Gillott's amendment \vas
withdrawn.
Sir SAl\fUEL GILLOTT movedThat sub-clauses (4) and (5) of clause 63 be
omitted.

The amendment was agreed to.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT movedThat the following new sub-clauses be inserted : . The number of licences for race·courses
situate within forty miles of the General Post
Office, Melbourne, shall not exceed the number
of race-courses so situate and in use for race
meetings within the twelve months next preceding the first day of August One thousand nine
hundred and six.
The number of licences for race·courses
situate within twenty miles of the principal post
office at Ballarat or Bendigo shall not exceed the
number of race-courses so situate and in use for
race meetings within the twelve months afore·
said.

Mr. WARDE remarked that the honorable member for Warrnambool had stated
that he had an anonymous letter in which
ce~tain n;flections were made upon anythlllg whIch he (Mr. Warde) had done in
connexion with this particular question.
Mr. MURRAY.-Not in the anonymous
letter. The gentleman who reflected upon
:Mr. Warde signed his name to it.
Mr. WARDE said this appeared part of
the tactics which were being pursued by a
certain section outside and inside this' House
in regard to the view that any honorable
member took when stating his objections
to the measures brought up for consideration. The question the Chamber was now
considering-that of licensing ponv meetings for a certain number of days-was
discussed for some hours in this Chamber. Large deputations waited upon the
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:Minister, . and numbers of his (Mr.
Warde's) constituents, whose living was
wrapped up in this particular form of industry, had come to him as their representative, asking him to try to save them from
being thrown into the streets to join the unemployed. He, as their representative, had,
in his place in the Chamber, endeavoured
as far as he possibly could to protect their
industry against the attacks made upon it
bv the honorable member for Warrnambool
a~d other honorable members. The honorable member for Warrnambool had said that
he could not tell what influenced him (Mr.
Warde) in taking up the position he did
with regard to horse racing.
The honorable member was not there to question
what had influenced another honorable
member in doing what he had done. Years
ago the honorable member took up a different position in this House when he himself was accused outside, and he might
tell the honorable member that to-dav
remarks were being made about hi's
doings in l\lelbourne which would not be
satisfactorv to the honorable member if
the v were repeated on the floor of this AssembI y. But because people chose sarcastically to make suggestions of that kind,
was that anv reason why honorable members themselves should adopt the role of
the scallywag outside, and belittle the
character of another honora ble member who
was honestly defendinrr the characters and
living of htmdreds of people in the d-istrict which he represented? That was his
Ofr. Warde's) position. He felt that an
unfair attack had been made upon this
industry from which people in his district
got their living. and he had endeavoured
as far as possible to prevent the drastic
proposals of the Government from being
enacted in legislation.
Mr. BENT.-We are not very drastic.
i\lr. "V ARD E said the honorable gentleman had tried to go as far as he could.
Some anonvmous writer said that the honorable gentleman should not only restrict
the race days, but. in addition to that, say
at what hour a particular race should start
at. The honorable gentleman should also,
he believed, say that those who were engaged in riding- in the races should, on no
account whatever, be allowed to wear green
jackets. That ought to be the positron
taken up. because the mainspring of what
was being done was clear to most persons.
The Chamber had gone to the farthest extreme it possibly could in deciding that
onl y sixteen days should be allowed for the
J
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meetings. He could understand if those
who did not believe in pony courses
came forward and said that they did not
approye of pony racing at all. "But these
people not only restricted the number of
days, but put on all the restrictions possible in order to try to kill the sport, and
have done with it. The honorable member
for Warrnambool wanted to go further
still. It would be far more straightforward for those who thought like the honorable member to move for the elimination
of the pony courses entirely. The honorable member had mentioned Wren.
:\lr. l\fuRRAY.-Never.
i\lr. "VARDE said the honorable member did by inference.
Mr. MURRAY.-Your leader did.
~Ir. "VARDE said that when Mr. Solly
was in the House, the- honorable membe-r
for Warrnambool said he knew what influence was guiding Mr. Sollv. He (Mr.
Warde) had known Wren since boyhood,
for they were brought up in the same
neighbourhood,
and Wren's character
would bear comparison with that of the
honorable member for Warrnambool 10
whatever aspect their characters were Investigated. He (Mr. Warde) sympathized
with Wren in the unfair attack which was
made on his investments in this community.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-There is too much
Wren in this.
.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-It was introduced
b\- vour side.
- ~ir. SWINBuRNE.-We neyer mentioned
it.
Mr. WARDE said from the inception of
this Bill its main object had been to unfairly restrict, and, if possible. to prevent,
Wrcl; from carn-ing on the racing in
which he was engaged, and that was
admitted 0:1 all sides.
I t had also
been admitted on all sides that ~J r.
Wren's entrance into that particular form
of sport had considerably purified it. It
had been admitted by the sporting writers
in all the papers that success had followed
his efforts to clear the sport of a lot of the
abuses that previously existed. It was well
known that some of the conditions introduced by Mr. Wren to purify pony
racing had been copied by the V.R.C.
Honorable members on this (the Opposition) side of the House might as well turn
round. because of the well-known fact that
Mr. Croker, l\Ir. Agar 'Vynne, and other
representatives of the V.R.C., were at the
present time about the lobbies of the House
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interviewing the Premier, and say to the
Premier when he came into his place in
the Chamber, "We know what influences
are at work behind you."
Those people
ought to be given separate representation,
as was done with other people who were
lobbying about the House. His sole reason
for taking the stand he had about pony
racing was that he recognised that something. like 1,600 people depended for their
livelihood upon the operations of the pony
courses. As he had pointed out before,
the sport was not carried on by a; large
number of people for pleasure, and the
honorable member for Warrnambool w~s
well aware of the fact.
Mr. MURRAy.-I am well aware of that
fact.
Mr. WARDE said the honomble member was also aware that the racing conducted by the V.R.C. was carried on as
an industry and means of livelihood bv
fully' 95 per cent. of those engaged in it.
He did not believe 5 per cent. of the
horse-owners running on the registered
courses to-day were running their horses
purely for the honour and glory of the
thing, and he was quite certain that all
those connected with them, from the
trainer down to the stable boy, did not
look upon the business as a form of
amusement. It 'was an industry to which
thousands of people looked for their livelihood, and thousands of children were depending upon the breadwinners engaged in
that occupation for their very existence.
The same argument applied to pony racing.
Did the honorable member mean to tell
him that the idea of improving the breed
of the thoroughbred horse was the main
object of the existence of the V.R.C.? It
was no more the main obiect of the V.R.C.
th.an it was of the pony courses throughout
Victoria.
Every honorable member knew
in his own heart that the main object for
which the thoroughbred horse wa,s bred
was not for general use, not for the purpose of improving the breed of gallopers
as regarded the ordinary buggy horse under
ordinary conditions, but he was bred to
run against time, and the same thing applied to the ponies. Incidentallv the breeding of these animals had created an industry from which hundreds of thousands of
pounds were made. It had built UP an
export trade in horses of this particular
class, and what for? Was it for the purpose of improving the breed of horses? K 0,
the thoroughbreds, as well as the ponies.
were sent to India after they had proved
Session 1906-[96]
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that they were capable of winning races
on registered or unregistered courses in Victoria, and when they put the seal on their
fame high prices were paid for their stock.
All these courses were on the one level.
The breeding of horses or the improvement
of the breed of horses, except as a means
to an end-the winning of races-was the
last considera,tion of those concerned. The
idea was to breed horses that could travel
quickl y to win money. The aspersions or
insinuations made by inference by the honorable member for Warrnambool inside the
House, and by some of the religious journals and religious gentry outside, did not
trouble him in the least. He was not, and
never had been, a racing man, but he recognised that racing was an industry in
this countrv. If there were thousands of
people to support pony racing, or ping pong
for that matter, that was their business,
and to go to the extent to which the Government had gone was an unfair and undue interference with the liberty of the individual to please himself.
The whole
Bill had gone to extremes which were never
required.
The CHAIRMAN. - The honorable
member is travelling beyond the amendment
now.
~Ir. "VARDE said he knew the provisions in this Bill to restrict the number of
pony meetings -and to regulate pony racing
were not asked for by the public at all,
and had been introduced with the one object in view-to wipe Mr. 'W ren out of existence if possible, although Mr. 'Vren had
run the pony courses in a better manner
than thev were ever run previously. He
was positiye that he was stating the truth,
because before eyer the IRill came on, a
~finister of the Crown told him distinctly
in conversation that the intention of the
Bill was, "That Wren has got to go."
Could there be clearer evidence?
The
whole force of Parliament was being
brought to bear to shut up the shop of one
individual in the community. If honorable members called this legislation on fair
lines, he did not. Then after the Government had got in all the drastic provisions thev could, which. he was told would
shut up -these pony courses as it was, on
top of all this the honorable member for
Warrnambool wanted to say what particular time the pony courses should race at,
what the colours of the riders should be,
and whether they should have long hair or
short. The honorable member should also
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stipUlate whether they might be baldheaded, so that they might some day have
the possibility of entering into a ?\Iinistry.
?\II. MURRAY said if he did propose
to enforce any regulation as to the colour
of the riders he would be following the
example of the honorable member for
Flemington, who wished to enforce certain
legislation which would determine the
colour of the workers in this country. He
\ras not going to reply to the honorable
member's yery heaJted and altogether unn('Cessary speech. Wl~at he most regretted
in am·thing he had said was that it had
led '{im to the torture of listening to
another eulogy upon this extraordinary individual who had· been referred to by the
honorable member for Flemington, and
between whom and the honorable member
there appeared to exist a friendship only
p:ualll'lc'cl In' that which existed between
David and Jonathan.
The nmendment was agreed to.
?\fr. BOYD said he wished to draw attention to new sub-clause (6), which gave
certain power to the IChief Secretary.
Amendments had been made in sub-clause
(2) and new sub-clause (7) to remove the
reference to the Chief Secretar\', and the
same nmendment should be ma'de in new
suh-rlatlsf' (6).
The CHAIRl\fAN.-That amendment
can onl \' be made now at the report stage
of the 'Bill.
Mr .. BOYD asked if the amendment
could not be made as the clause, as
amended. was being put ~
The CHATRl\IAN.-~o.
We cannot
go bark at this stage to amend any portion
of the clause.
~r I. ]~OYD said he hoped the Governmf'nt would 110t omit to make the amendment, for otherwise the whole clause would
be inconsistent.
~Ir. ~rcKEXZIE asked whether .subcIa use (7). referring to the size of racecourses, had been omitted?
The
CHAIRMAN.-T11e
honorable
member is referring to new sub-clause (7)
of clause 62. The Committee are now on
clause 63.
Clause 63, as amended, ,,'as agreed to.
Sir SA?\IUEL GILLOTT proposed the
following new clause:DD. Notwithstanding anything contained in
Part IV. of the Police Offences Act 1890 or in
this Act, the fact of persons betting by way of
wagering on any licensed race-course during the
holding of a race meeting thereon shall not be
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a contravention of the said Part or this Act and
shall not be a ground for such race·course or
any part thereof being deemed or declared a
common gaming-house.

Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) asked
if the new clause was the completion of
the Government policy of introducing a.
Bill to suppress ga.mbling and then legalizing it? The new clause said that gambling
on the race-course should not be a contravention of an Act which prohibited gambling.
~Ir. MACKEy.-This Act no\\'here prohibits betting.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fdzroy) asked
why the Government wanted the new clause
in that case?
Mr. MACKEY.-To make the law absolutely clear.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said if
betting was legal now it was absolutely
unnecessary to introduce the new clause.
If wagering on a licensed course was legal
now what was the necessity for this proposal? Evidently, it was required to clear
up any doubt.
Mr. MAcKEY.-Yes j as to this class of
gambling at that place.
MI. J. W. BILLSON (F£~zroy) said he
was anxious that the policy of the Government should be clearly understood by the
people outside, so that those who had voted
consistentl y for the abolition of gambling
should not be blamed.
:Mr. MACKEY.-You need not be afraid
that vour action will be misunderstood.
Mr'. BOYD said he did not see any
necessity for this new cl ause at all. The
Bill ailowed gambling on race-courses.
~lembers had been assured that the Bill
would not inter'fere with the practice of
betting on race-courses. This proposal
would place a number of members in a
very awkward position. They would have
to declare that the\' were in favour of
gambling on race-courses:
Mr. WARDE.-That won't trouble you.
~lr. BOYD said he was, like the honorable memQer, alwa\'s prepared to take the
responsibility of his actions. He did not
worry about it.
Mr. BENT.-You need not worry; we
will drop it.
The new clause was withdrawn.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT proposed the
following new clause to follow clause 6 : AA. In section thirty-seven of the Police
Offences Act JSqo after the words "property
amongst the owners thereof" there s~all be in·
serted the words "if such property IS capable
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of being fairly apportioned amongst all the
owners thereof and is proposed to be apportioned equally so far as practicable amongst all
the owners thereof."

Mr . WARD E said the Government must
ha ve had some reason for proposing the
new clause DD. There must be some
complication-The CHAIRMAN.-The
honorable
member cannot discuss new clause D D noW.
Mr DOWNWARD said he rose to object to its withdrawal.
The CHAIRMAN.-I did not notice
the honorable member, and I proceeded
afterwards to put the schedule.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he had received three separate lists of amendments
that had been circulated by the Government.
It was difficult to understand what
was being dealt with.
All the amendments should be on one sheet and in consecutive order.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-This is about
the last amendment.
?\Ir. PRENDERGAST said he was
doubtful whether it was.
Mr. BOYD said he would like to know
the effect of new clause AA.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said the object of that clause was as stated in it. The
distribution o'f propertv amongst the owne.!s
could only take place if such property
could be equally distributed amongst them.
Mr. EO YD said he would like the Chief
Secretary to explain whether this clause
would apply to the lottery of a firm who
distributed a cottage amongst their customers. If the clause were carried would
it prevent that distribution taking place?
The promise was made, and the property
was allotted, before some people had made
purchases from that firm.
,He unde;stood that this lottery was to be drawn 111
the early part of next year.
If, the clause
prevented it, an injustice would be done.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he was
inclined to think that this clause would
prevent the distribution of propertv in the
case referred to bv the honorable member.
Mr. BOYD.-Is it introduced for that
p~Iroose ?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said the
clause was directed against the course of
procedure adopted in the case re'ferred to
by the honorable member, and also against
anv similar course of procedure.
Mr. BOYD said he hoped the Chief Secretary would make provision so that the
new clause would not come into operation
until the 16th January next.
[9 6 ]-2
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M1'. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said he
did not think it was necessary to make any
alteration in the clause, which was proposed
with the object of preventing a certain firm
giving coupons to its customers. These
customers became the owners of a cottage
which was afterwards drawn for. It was
a kind of lottery that the Government had
determined to suppress. At the end of the
year each purchaser of £5 worth of gpods
was part proprietor of the cottage. The
clause stated-if such property i:; capable of being fairly apportioned amongst all t~e owners thereof, and
is proposed to be apportIOned equally, so far as
practicable, amongst al the owners thereof.

Clearly, if a thousand men owned a brick
house, it was not possible 'for them to take
a brick, or, a certain number of bricks each,
and the only way in which the property
could be distributed was to give' each of
the owners an equal share in the apportioning of the house. This cottag~ was to be
disposed of in the only practlcable w~y.
Therefore, the Government, although tliey
brought in a clause to abolish a system that
thfy thought iniquitous, would really ma~e
it legal, because this cottag~ was to be dlstributed in the only practlcable way possible.
He did not know what the intention
of the Government was-whether they intended to insist on the clause, or to amend
it.
The clause as it stood would legalize
a lottery, and that was wnat the Government professed to be opoosed to.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
like to know something abOut' this clause,
for he could hardly tell the effect of it.
Evidently it was intended to prevent a ~er
tain firm's distribution of property takmg
place under the law.
:Mr. BENT.-If YOU are referring to the
case of Tye and Company, it is not in ac"
cordance with the law_
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it made no
difference. What was the intention of the
clause, and how far did it go? The honorable member who had just spoken took a
different view of the clause from that which
presented itself to his (Mr. Prendergast's)
mind.
If the clause aimed at something which took place now, and which
could not be prevented under the present
law, honorable members should 'understand
it. He was not now speaking as to the efficacv of. or necessitv for. such a clause,
but certain forms of distribution were taking place at the present time which he
understood were not preventeo bv the law
as it stood. It seemed to him that those
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who were connected with these distributions
might legitimately ask that this amendment
of the law should not come into operaticn
until after a certain date. In one case
he believed that a number of tickets had
already been distributed, and that the distdbution c~f the property was to take place
in January next.
~Ir. MACKIK~O)J said he understood
that what could be done at the present
time was that a number of people could
put up their money and buy a house, and
then have a raffle for that house.
That
could be done under the present law.
Mr. BEr-.."'T .--Query.
Mr. ~[ACKINXO~ said he fancied it
could be done.
'!\lr. MACKEY.-Roughly speakin~, the
hny says that you ma\- distribute the praJle-rty among the owners. Now, one owner
is not " the owners."
'fro MACKINNON said that was a nice
point, but, at an c\"ents, a lottel v or
method of giving discount had been arranged tInder 1egal advice. which enabled
that to he done.
He doubted verY much
whether the contention of the ~linister of
Lands was a sound one.
1\11'. ~IAcKF.Y.-There is a doubt. and the
object of this clause is to clear up all
doubts.
Mr. l\IACKINXON said it ,nl.s olwiouslv
an objectionable form of gambling.
Mr. :ROYD.-Some of us are not convinced of that.
~1r. ~rACK.rNKON said he '\"flUId ask
what was the difference between this kind
of thing and ,a, number of people putting
on £1 apiece, and throwing dice for the
monev?
~f~. l\luRRAY.-Or putting it an the tote.
:\lr. l\IACKIN:\-O~ said it appeared
that one firm, and there might be other
firms, had for a long time past been giving
discount in this way. Thev gave to each
of their customers w'ho purchased £5 worth
of goods a ticket which entitled him to become part-proprietor of the propertv.
l\fr. COLECHIN.-That is not a discount.
Mr. MACKINKO~ said it was a kind
of discoun t.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-It is a means of
evading the law.
'[r. ?\rA.CKIN~O~ s.aid it was an ingenious contrivance for getting round the
present law, and the object of this clause
was to defeat it. The question was what
were the rights of th06e people who had
done bl,siness on these lines and obtained
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interests in this property? The property
had been vested in a trustee, and the shares
or coupons had been distributed subject to
certain conditions. Those conditions were
very' strict. Some outside citizen was appointed as a chairman, and he started the
meeting.
Then the meeting elected its
own chairman, and the distributicn of the
property was decided upon accordinlZ to
the wishes of the majority.
They had
several options. Thev could either determine to realize the property and divide the
proceeds among themselves pro rata, or
they might determine to give it to charity,
or they might dispose of it in any other way
One thing
agreed upon bv the majority.
they might do was to determine to hold a
ballot or raffle for the property. The questioo was whether it was fair that those
people who had al'lfeadv bOught tickets
should be done out of \vhat was, on "the
face of it, in spite of the opinion of the
Minister of Lands, a successful means of
getting round the spirit of the Act. The
object of this clause undcubtedlv was to
prevent people from' pooling their money
together, and then having a raffle for the
whole amount.
That was gambling pure
and simple, and ought to be put down.
Mr. BOYD said it was, perhaps, just as
well that differences of opinion should be
ventilated.
He could not see eve to eye
at all with the honorable member for
Prahran in this matter. In fact, he joined
issue with that honorable member's asser~
tion that this method of distribution was
gambling.
Mr. MACKINNON said he was not
speaking cf this particular form of discount. All he said was that if a number
of men put in £1 apiece and threw dice
for the whale of it, that was obviously a
form of gambling.
The scheme of distribution tOl which reference was made was
undoubtedly legal at the present time. It
was an ingenious way of getting round the
law.
Mr. BOYD said the position was that a
number of persons had at the outset purchased certain goods.
Mr. MURRAY.-And for every £5, thev
have only got £4 worth.
Mr. BOYD said that was dane every
day.
The man who advertised and wh~
gave a concession attracted trade, whilst
the other man who did not advertise
pocketed the same profit as the man who
did the advertising. The honorable member for Warrnambool was too clever to
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pay lOS. more for an article than the article
was worth, and the people who went round
to these furniture shops were just as keen
upon bargains as any memBer of this House.
That applied particularly to the women,
and it was the women who did the bulk of
the purchasing from these shops.
They
were just as keen in going to the shops and
in comparing prices as any business man in
the community.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-But they are not
keen at detecting new frauds in manufacture.
Mr. BOYD said that might be so. All
, of us were liable to be taken in, no matter
how cute we were.
There were certain
standard articles to be purchased in furniture shops and other shops as to the value
of which people had a very good idea. They
made comparisons between the prices in one
shop and another, and when they came to
a shop where a property distribution was
offered, they would say, " Now, if we buy
in this shop we get a chance in a raffle,
which may give us later on a house, ,,,,hen
we would probably have to save for the
whole of our lifetime to be able to buY such
a house far ourselves."
Mr. WILKINs.-Are there many houses
given away?
Mr. BOYD said there was one every
year.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-What is one among
SO many?
.
Mr. BOYD said the principle was the
same as that which operated with regard
to Tattersall's sweep. In that case there
could be only one winner. That was one
reason Why he believed in Tattersall's being
continued. It gave a poor man who otherwise could never make a rise a chance of
making a rise, and he (Mr. Boyd) believed
in that kind of thing.
Mr. LEMMON.-Thev take him down in
the furniture they sell and patronize the
" Chows."
Mr. BOYD said he did not see the relevancy of that remark. Surely the hon~
orable member did not think that Tve and
Compa.ny, at" any other firm, were in bU'siness for the good of their health. I f he
did, he made a huge mistake.
Mr. McGREGOR.-Nor are thev in business for the good of their ~ustamers'
health.
Mr. BOYD.-No; they were in business
for the benefit of their own pockets.
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Mr. LEMMON.-The honorable member
is in business to give good wages and Rrovide good industrial condi"ticos for the
miners.
"11r. BOYD said he was in business to
make money out of it.
Mr. HANNAH.-The same way as they
do at Jumbt.nna.
The CHAIR~'IAN.-These interjections
must cease.
Mr. BOYD said the honorable member
for the Railways Service (Mr. Hannah) had
quite enough to do to look after the strike.
The CHAIRMAN .-Order !
:Mr. BOYD said he knew that honorable
members differed as to the principle of allowing these things to take place, but he
for cne was strongly in favour of allowing
them to continue. If the Government were
determined to put the clause through, he
did not intend to vote upon it, because he
knew it would be useless. It would only
be one of many incongruous elements that
had been included in the Bill. But he certainl y thought that after the third reading
of the Bill was carried, an amendment
should be made to allow those people who
had already bought property under these
schemes of distribution to dispose of that
property in the manner that had been agreed
upon.
Those people who had purchased
goods from a certain firm and had received
tickets entitling them to a chance in the distribution of a property early next year
should not be defra,uded of their chance,
however the House might feel disposed to
the firm which had received the money.
The firm had alrend\' handed t!ve property
over to trustees. and the people who had
bought goods during the currency of the
year were entitled to a chance in a raffle
for that house. Those people should not
be defra,uded of their chances by any Act
of Parliament passed subsequent to their
purchasing goods sufficient to entitle them
to tickets in the distribution.
Mr. COLE CHIN said the h.onorable
member for Melbourne seemed to fear that
the persons who bought tickets entitling
them to participate in the drawing for the
house, as well as the owners of the house,
were likely to be affected by the proposal.
Discounts had been given from time
immemorial. There were discounts given
for cash payments, and there were
discounts given by wholesale firms and
manufacturers as trading discounts. There
was nothing to prevent the people who had
tickets entitling them to a chance in the
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raffle for the house making arrangements
with the firm for the firm to distribute the
full value of the tickets in goods or in cash
instead of the raffle bein~ held.
.
Mr. BOYD.-Can you tell me what is the
full value of any article?
Mr. COLE CHIN said he supposed the
owner of an article knew that. The system
adopted by the firm which had been referred to was to make people believe everything was full value when it was not.
Mr. BOYD.-The full value is the best
price you can get for an article.
Mr. COLE·CHIN said he believed the
proprietor of the firm which owned the
house to be drawn for had been travelling
around the world finding out something or
other. He did not know whether the proprietor had been to America or Germany or
elsewhere, but since he had come back it
had turned out that some of the goods bein~
disposed of were of an inferior quality.
Under the Factories Act employers were
supposed to work their employes fair hours
and at fair wages. What had to be con,.
sidered was whether the system of giving
away houses in raffles by firms was not de:trimental to people who carried on their
businesses in ru reasonable way. He (Mr.
Colechin) had always taken discount when
he had been able to get it, and some people
if they did not get discount would not be
able to fight the battle. There were numbers of business people in the same street
as the firm which allotted this house who
had made up their minds on the matter,
and who said, "Unless. you make some provision to prevent this firm carrving on business in this fashion we will adopt the same
system. " In future, if the clause was not
carried, instead of people in business giving a good article, almost every shop would
be seen, not onl v with notices, "This
article sixpence a ",reek," but with' a picture of a house, or a farm, or .a piece of
land, to be raffled amongst their customers.
That would be seen in almost
every furniture shop,
grocer's
shop,
butcher's shop, and baker's shop.
Th.en
any person going in to buy an article would
be told, "You have only purchased half
the amount to entitle YOU to a. ticket."
People had been induced to .purchase twice
as many goods as they wanted in order to
secure tickets. Credit had been given to
attract people to buy what they did not
want. Whether it was a meat-safe, a perambulator, or a cradle, they had to buy it
to make up the £5 worth.
There was
another thing to be considered. In a case in
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the Supreme Court recentlv it was held that
a man was not responsib1e for his wife's
purchases unles·s she acted as his agent. He
(Mr. Colechin) thought the Government
were acting on splendid lines in striving
to give a fair chance to the fair manufacturer, and to firms which were desirous of
doing business on fair lines, and which
were not selling kauri or imported deal instead of furniture made of the proper kind
of timber. He had seen some of this bad
furniture in the country. When it shrunk
the people tried to mend it, and after two
or three attempts it was thrown into the
back yards, because they were unable to
repair it. He hoped the Government would
recognise that the allotment of this house
was not really a discount at all, but a trading device for the purpose of getting people
to buy goods which they did not want, and
which were of an inferior quality.
He
hoped the Government would stand by the
clause on behalf of the people who did
business in 3.1 proper way.
Mr. DOWNWARD said there was no
doubt the distribution of a house bv the
furniture firm which had been referred
to was really the coupon system revived, but he did not think the clause
should come into operation until after the
house had been drawn for. If it was made
illeg.al for the house to be drawn for prior
to 17th January next, it did not mean that
that would hurt the company. The company had already made its profit. It had
already succeeded in getting buyers to purchase goods which, in many cases, it
was more than likely that people would
not have bought but for. the offer of a house.
However, they bought the goods for the
purpose of acquiring a chance in a raffle
for a house which would mean one or other
of the purchasers getting something valued
at £1,000.
The 'company would be the
gainers if the raffle was prohibited next
year. I t was the people who had purchased the goods who would be disappointed.
The transgressors would be the
gainers.
Mr. BRoMLEY.-The firm has bought the
house.
Mr. DOWNWARD said the house could
not be divided. The only thing the customers could do would be to sell the house
and divide the proceeds equally amongst
themselves, which would mean a division
That
amongst several thousand people.
would be a very difficult thing to do, and
would entail an enormous amount of trouble.
It seemed to him that this would be retro-
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spective legislation if the time for its coming into operation was not fixed at a later
period than 17th January. next, when the
house was to be drawn for. The Bill had
to go to another place, and apparently
.could not become· law until within two or
three weeks of 17th January. It was a
reasonable thing for the Government to
.agree that the clause should not come into
.operation until after the drawing for the
house. That would only mean a delay of
two or three weeks, and then the people
holding tickets would get what they were
entitled to. No doubt many of them expected to be winners, and it would be a
grievous disappointment to a large number
.of them if they found they were baulked
from having a chance. It was not as if
it was necessary to delay the Bill coming
into operation for any length of time. At
the outside there would only be three or
four weeks' delay. In all probability it
would take two or three weeks for the Bill
to pass through another place.
Mr. MURRAy.-We ought to have had our
work done by this time.
Mr. DOWNWARD said if the house was
not to be drawn for it would mean disappointment to a large number of people who
had made purchases with the very object of
being able to win the prize.
Mr. GRAHAM sand it was not very
long since a Bill was passed to put
down the coupon system, which had be~ome a scandal, and he hoped the clause
would pass as it was. There could be no
hardship to anyone, although the honora.ble member for Melbourne seemed to think
there would be. An auction could be held
and the money derived from the sale of the
house could be divided amongst the customers who had bought sufficient goods from
the firm.
Mr. BOYD.-They do not want to divide
it.
Mr. GRAHAM said he would make them
divide it.
Mr. BOYD.-Everybody is not like you.
Mr. GRAHAM said he I'new that. There
~ould be no hardship under the clause. It
was only a few years ago since a measure
l1ad to be passed to put down the coupon
system. The allotment of this house was
practicallv the same thing, and he (Mr.
Graham) believed there was a good deal in
the statement of the honorable member for
Geelong that a lot of sham furniture was
put through on account of the system. He
(Mr. Graham) considered the House had
110 right to encourage busmess of that kind.
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Mr. SANGSTER said the honorable
member for Goulburn Valley had just
stated that there could be no ·hardship if
the clause were passed to the people who
had bought goods under the impression that
they were going to get a share in a house.
The honorable member had referred to the
fact that it had been necessary to pass a
measure to put down a certain coupon CQmpany. That was a very different thing .
The coupons were put down because they
were issued by one company, and only certain individuals could get the coupons.
That arrangement gave those who got the
coupons an unfair advantage. The House
recognised that they should not give an
undue advantage to one person as against
another, and that was the reason why the
coupons were Isuppressed.
He did no~
think this drawing now aimed at should
be put down in the middle of th.e transaction. It might be said that it was against
the law all the time, but the people who
bought the furniture did not think it was
against the law, and did not wilfully
break the law, if the proprietors did. But
it was not the proprietors who were going
to be punished, if this affair was not
allowed to be drawn now that the property
The firm
belonged to the purchasers.
in question adopted a number of ways of
advertising.
Only a short time ago it
sent around the suburbs circulars to every
house offering to sell for a shilling
chair that was worth 2S. 6d.
He knew
hundreds of people who bought these
chairs at a shilling, which they could not
have bought anywhere else for less than
2S. 6d. or 3S. The firm was not stopped
from doing that, but it was nevertheless
giving away for IS. an article on which
the ordinary price was 2S. 6d. or 3s. The
Bill was to come into force on the 1St
January, ·if it was carried before then.
which he doubted, and this provision would
come into force on that date also.
The
people concerned in the drawing were asking that this provision should be suspended
until the 15th January. There should be
no harm in doing that. The people who
sold the furniture did not own the house.
It was owned by the people who 'bought
the furniture. They said they had bought
the furniture there, and had accepted the
discount in this way. He believed that the
clause should De carried, but that it snould
not come into operation until the date mentioned. The Government were aiming. at
this one particular transaction. They had
no other transaction in mind, and he thought

a
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there should be no objection to the provision being suspended as was desired.
~1r. BRO~lLEY remarked that if this
clause had emanated from another place he
would say it was a silly, stupid, imbecile
clause to put in a Bill. It was proposed
with one object-to restrict persons who had
brains sufficient to devise ingenious methods
of carrying on their business. One firm
gave away a house, while another firm
would allow so much percentage off the
purchases, and the firms which made the
latter allowance were not restrained at all.
~ecause the firm in question gave the discount in another form it was to be absolutely restrained.
The House, in its
righteousness-he would not say in its wisdom-passed a Bill to do away with coupons. It only put the biggest duffer in
competition in the market on a level with
the man with brains, who could see more
clearly how to carryon his business.
Because the smartest men had got into the
foremost position they had to be crushed
by an act of legislation. With regard to
the case under consideration, what harm was
the firm engaged in it doing? If: he had
bought £5 worth. of goods from them he
should have a chance of winning a house.
He did not know a single individual in
this firm, but he knew the firm's goods, beHe
cause he had purchased their goods.
ventured to say that this firm sold their
goods as chea'ply rus anyone else, and
their goods were, perhaps, on an average,
better than those of most other firms in
l\lelbourne.
Mr. WILKINS.-I do not think that IS
fair.
Mr. BROMLEY said at any rate the
goods were made by white labour. If the
honorable member for Collingwood chose
to pursue this course he might r~fer to the
honorable member's business methods.
~1r. BENT.-He belongs to your own
party j you should not do anything of the
sort.
~1r. BROMLEY said he would not say
anything against the honorable member for
the world. His (Mr. Bromley'S) part was
to attack the Ministerial side of the House.
Mr. BENT.-YOU are doing very well.
" Imbecile" is not bad.
l\fr. BROMLEY said be did not intend
to apply that word to the Government. He
said that if the Bill had come from another
place he would ha\'e spoken of this proposal in that way. It was a misfortune,
perh::tp~, that the Bill did not come from
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another place. He thought the public outside were geftingsick and entirely disgusted with all this pettifogging legislation to deal with little things.
Mr. BENT.-That is just what I say. On
a good honest clause I find twenty-one
honorable members get up and defend betting.
Mr. IBROMLEY said the Premier must
know that a man of brains and resource
could get outside of this provision.
Mr. BENT.-In addition to selling furniture they can pull strings.
Mr. BROMLEY said no one was pulling any strings so far as he was concerned.
Nfr. BENT.-I saw them all round the
House.
IHr. BRO~ILEY said sfrings had been
pulled very hard this afternoon, so far as
the Premier was concerned.
~1r. BENT.-Strings?
~1r. ELMSLIE.-Ropes, cables.
1\1r. BROMLEY said honorable members had seen great men whose names had
been mentioned in tl1is debate about the
lobbies this afternoon, and the Premier
could not get away, when he rook the leader
of the Opposition corner and one or two
other gentlemen to interview them. E"erv
honorable member saw them. That wa's
neither here nor there.
The CHAIRMAN.-Has this anything
to do with the clause?
Nfr. BROMLEY said it undoubtedly
had. The Premier had made an accusation about pulling strings.
Mr. BENT.-I said the man who sold
the furniture pulled strings.
1\1r. BROMLEY said the clause was
absolutely unnecessary, and any clever,
smart business man coufd get over it, as
honorable members were fully aware. A
smart business man could give something
else away that was not proviaed for.
Mr. BENT.-I believe vou.
~1r. BROMLEY said he would like to
know what was the use of putting all this
sort of rubbish in a 'Bill, not for suppressing-honorable members knew it was impossible to suppress gambling-but for preventing gambling, even on reasonable
grounds. If the Goyernment had brought
in a simple measure based on proper lines
they would have had the unanimous support
of the House, and honorable members'
time would not have been fooled away as
it had been, week in and week out. "The
Goyernment should have brought in a
simple measure instead of following the

Gaming

[8 KOVEMBER, 1906.]

imbecile suggestions made by outside perHe was
sons on the public platform.
talking the other day to heads of the
very church to which this man belonged,
and no one could have been stronger in
their denunciation of the attitude adopted
by this man, and no one was more surprised than they were that the Government should have been vitally influenced
bv the statements that had been made from
t{me to time on the public platform. He
reall y wished the Premier would see his
way to withdraw this clause altogether. He
never thought for pne moment that the
Premier was in earnest about it. If it was
to be passed) the date of its coming into
operation should be made the 31St March.
as was provided for in connexion with
another matter, and We persons who had
a share in the property should have an
opportunity afforded them of drawing
for it, so that they might have the
chance
of
winning
the
prize in
which tI1ey were already shareholders.
According;. to the newspapers this morning,
the portion of tJhe Bill relating to pony
racing was not to come into operation until
31st March next. So as not to make a
patchwork business of· it, the whole
Bill should be made to come into operation
on 3 I st March, 1907, so that !l10 hardship
would be done to one person more than
another. The Premier liked to give fair
play, and he felt sure the honorable gentleman would do so in an instance of this
kind. As it was now, one slab of the Bill
would come into operation on 1St January,
and another slab on 31St March. Why not
bring the whole Bill into operation on a
definite date, and then the public would be
able to comprehend what it really meant?
Otherwise the v would never be able to
understand it,' and they would Inot know
whether certain portions of it were in
operation or not.
:Mr. PRENDERGAST said he asked
for an explanation of the new clause some
time ago, and he understood the Chief
Secretary, the Minister of Lands, the Premier, and the Minister of "Vater Supply
were at that time consulting together as to
who should give the explanation. He ha:d
no doubt that those honorable gentlemen
all had the fullest amount of information,
and knew aU about it, but he was in the
unfortunate position of not being able to
understand exactly what the application of
the clause was. Surelv the Premier was
not going to ask the Committee to pass a
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clause that the Committee did not understand. Alreadv t,,"O or three honorable
members had said they did not understand
it.
l\1r. BEKT said the Committee were
told by the Chief Secretary, who could tell
it much better than he could, that the
clause applied to Tye and Co.' s lottery
and similar cases. He understood that a~
application was now made that the lotterv
for this year should be allowed to b'e
~rawn early next year, seeing that 15,000
tickets had been circulated, and it was
urged that it was right to allow it to be
drawn this time. At the time when Ministers. ~ere consulting, the leader of the OppOSItion began to chaff them, as if they
could not have a word or two with each
other at the. table on a matter of a different
kind altogether. The honorable member
was completely out in his surmise, for they
were consulting on a different question entirely from what the honorable member
thought. Anyone of the four Ministers
the honorable member referred to could
have given the explanation, and could have
stated whether they agreed to the amendment or not. He had been looking rounp,
and found that three parties in the House
s~id, "Oh, let this gambling go on thi.:;
tIme."
Mr. McGREGoR.-Many more than that
think that consideration should be shown.
Mr. BENT said he believed the interjection of the hOnorable member for Ballarat East would have a lot to do with it,
for he regarded the honorable member as
a man who was against all kinds of
gambling.
Mr. McGREGOR.-So I am.
Mr. BENT.-And yet the honorable
member would agree to let this lotterv ao
on for two months after the .end of the
year, so as to allow time for it to be
drawn?
Mr. McGREGOR.-I agree to let the
money be distributed which has alreadv
been expended.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member's
statement was a different thing altogether.
The honorable member for Melbourne, who
did not think the Government had done
anything regarding coupons, about which
there was so much bother a little while ago
when all the clever men came to the top,
justified lotteries of this kind.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-We allowed the Act
abolishing coupons to come into operation
months after it passed this House.
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~Ir. BENT said other people objected to
this form of trading.
Mr. PRENDERGAST .-1 object to it, to:>.
~Ir. BE ~T said the honorable member
for Geelong, who had a lO~1g experience in
these matters, took the opposite view to
that taken bv the honorable member for
1\Ielbourne, and so did the honorable member for Goulburn Valley, who had a
thorough knowledge of what the people of
this country expected. Did he understand
the honorable member for Ballarat East to
say that the Government ought to agree to
two months' grace to allow Tye and Co. 's
lottery for this year to be drawn, or did
the honorable member advise the Government to stick to the new clause as it stood?
Mr. McGREGOR said he was opposed
to the system of doing lmsiness adopted
by ~Iessrs. TYe and Co. in this regard. It
",'as not a proper way to conduct any business. It was not straightforward business.
He was responsible for the abolishing of
coupons, and some consideration was given
at that time to the people who had coupons
in their possession. He thought the Committee might give those people who held
share certificates in the villa offered bv Tve
and Co. for 1906 an opportunity to dist~i
bute what they had received up to date.
~Ir. PRENDERGAST.-Yes, provided that
no more tickets are disposed of.
Mr. ~IcGREGOR said it would be doing
a just thing in the circumstances if the
Premier \rere to give them fifteen days,
which was what they asked for.
':\Ir. 13EX1' said, speaking for himself
and not for the Cabinet, he thought on
looking all round, and counting heads, a
majority of the Committee would like the
drawing for the lottery to be allowed to
take place this time. The Government did
not like it to take place for more reasons
than one. They did not admit that it was
legal on the part of Tye and Co. to sell a
house in the way they proposed to do now,
and had done previously.
Mr. MACKINNON.-Then you .can stop it
on the law now. We are not altering the
law in this respect.
Mr. BENT- said the Government had
gone into the matter, and it was just like
most lawvers-one lot said "yes" and the
other lot' said " no."
Mr. MACKINNON.-Is that not owing to
the way you draft your Acts of Parliament?
Mr. BENT said the reason the Government had so much trouble with this Bill

'~
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was that some lawyers said "yes" and
some said "no" about the existing law~
Reference had been made to certain people
as having had to do with this Bill.
Hedenied that Woodfull or Judkins had anything to do with it. He repudiated the
statement entirely. The Government went
1nto this Bill with a thorough desire to do
'what was right, and he was willing to confess, after the experience he had had, that
he had been taught a thing or two regarding gambling.
Mr. BRoMLEY.-And you knew a good
bit before.
Mr. BENT said he did, for although he
did not do anv betting, he used to look
about him.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The majority is not
so certain as it was, is it?
1'\'lr. BENT said Tye and CO.'s lottery
was no doubt shaving as close to the provisions of the Act abolishing coupons as it
was possible to shave. He cared about what
the hooorable member for Ballarat East
said, but the honorable member would have
t() admit that Tye and Co.' s proposal to seU
goods in the way they had done was so
dose a shave that it was really a, question
whether it was not intended, when the
Coupon Bill was carried, that such transactions should be prevented or prohibited.
~1r. McGREGoR.-Half the lawyers in
the House maintained that it would, and
the other half maintained that it would
not.
Mr. BENT said he was trying to put
the case fairly, but he must not forget that
the remainder of the communit" had submitted to the law, and \vhv then should
the Government ha.ve sympathy for this.
particular firm, which had stayed outside
the law?
Mr. MACKINNON.-You do not affect
them at all. It is the people that bought
that get hit.
Mr. BENT said the Government knew
about the people buying tickets. People
used to buy coupon tickets in abundance.
Mr. TOUTcHER.-They were given time
to realize.
Mr. BENT said he admitted it, but the
time was given with an understanding that
a thing of this kind was included in the
prohibition which was to come into force
at the end of that time. It was never intended that anvthing of this kind should
be tolerated for the future.
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Mr. BOYD.-Surely the Premier is not
innocent enough to believe that even after
this clause is inserted other means will not
be devised?
:Mr. BENT said he believed the devil
himself would be employed for the purpose
.of getting over the provisions of the Bill.
It was said that the people who had pur-chased shares this year in Tye and CO.'s
project were innooent holders, and should
not be penalized. There might be something in that contention, and that was the
.only thing he was balancing upon.
Mr. WILKINS.-They got full value for
the money expended.
Mr. BENT asked if they were getting
full value? Was it necessary, in order to
do proper business, that coupons should be
given? To permit this sort of t.hing was
a proof that it was not on straight busi(less lines, and that consideration dominated
him at this particular time. Therefore he
did not profess anv weakness at all if he
said he would consult with his colleague as
to what was the proper thing to say with
regard to this matter. He could see it was
a. toss-up. He believed those who wished
to see business carried on on proper lines
would have a feeling against the Government, if the Government pem1itted the
<:lause to be withdrawn, and therefore perhaps the better course would be to let the
Committee vote on the matter. vVhy shoul d
the Government take the responsibility?
They found what was admitted all round
to be the proper and business-like thing to
Itjo, but "heart," which was not the law,
-came in and said, (( These people have got
these coupons. and the people who have
given the coupons should be allowed to go
on with the drawing this time."
It did
look, when "heart" came in, as though the
drawing should be permitt~d to take place
this time.
Mr. BOYD movedThat the following words be added to the
<clause :-" This section shaH have no force or
-effect until the first day of March, 1907,"

The amendment was agreed to, and new
dause AA, as amended, was adopted.
Mr. DOWNWARD said he desired to
move a new clause which the Government
had dropped-D D.
Mr. BENT.-Has it been dropped? I
think it was only droppeu to make room
for this last clause.
Mr. DOWNWARD asked would the Government go on with new clause DD?
Mr. BENT.-I think the Chief Secretary
said" Yes."
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Mr. DOWNWARD said he would very
much sooner that the Government went on
with the clause than that he should propose it.
Mr. BOYD rose to a point q'f order. He
said the honorable member for 'Mornington
had intimated that he desired to move a
new clause ,which the Government had
~ropped. That clause was put and negatIved.
The CHAIRMAN.--No; it was withdrawn by leave. If the clause had been
put and negatived, it could not be moved
again now.
Mr. BOYD said his point of order was'
that this new clause had been circulated by
the Government, and had then been withdrawn, and this being so, he wished to
know if a private member could take up
the clause, and move it in priority to other
amendments of which honorable members
had given notice?
Mr. BENT.-It is a mistake. The clause
has not been dropped. The -Chief Secretary is going to move it.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT stated that he
would very much like, by leave, to move
the new clause DD, as it stood in his
name.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Did vou not withdra w it before?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he desired to move the cl ause for the following
reason :-He stated on the second reading
of the Bill that the intention of the Government was that betting on race-courses
was to be permitted-that there was to be
no interference with betting so long as it
was limited to race-courses. He made
that per'fectly clear. Now, as the Bill
stood at present, he felt there was a doubt
as to whether the language of the Bill
might not prohibit betting on race-courses.
~~r. MACKEy.-Or parts of race-courses.
SIr SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Or parts of
race-courses, and i,n. order to remove any
doubt whatever thIS new clause DD w'as
prepared. The object of the clause was to
make it perfectly cl~ar, so that there should
be no doubt upon the point. If the Government's intention was that bettincr
should be permitted on race-courses o~
parts of race-courses, that should be ~ade
perfectly clear in the
If the intent~on of the Government was to permit bettmg on race-c01!rses, or parts of them, this
clause would glVe e'ifect to it.
Mr. BOYD.-Do you admit that it is
part of your programme to legalize
gambling?

:sm.
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Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he was
not responsible fdr the honorable member's
expression "to legalize gambling."
He
was merely responsible fOr the language of
this clause.
Mr. BOYD.-·-But vou want to legalize
gambling.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he din
not want to, br.t the honorable member
could put any construction he liked upon
it.
Mr. ANSTEy.-Would you object to the
words "or elsewhere" being placed after
" race-course" ?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said of course
he would. This clause had been prepared
to make the intention of the GdVernment
clear, as the Bill left the matter in doubt.
There were other clauses as well as clause
2 I which might not be interpreted a:' the
Gorvernment jntended them to be Interpreted.
1\1r. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-What .I
said before VOlL withdrew the clause thIS
afternoon wa~ pretty correct.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he wi~heJ
the Committee to understand that he look
the view, as a lawyer, that the question as
to whether betti.ng could be carried on on
race-courses would be in doubt unless this
clause were carried.
It was not the intention of the Government to prohibit bettiner on race-courses when races were being
He begged to propose the following
new clause to follow clause 21 : -

ru;

DD. Notwithstanding anything contained ~n
Part TV. of the Police Offences Act 1890 or m
this Act, the fact of persO'l1s betting by ~ay of
wagering on any licensed race-course riurmg the
holding of a race meetin~ thereon sh.al! not be
a contrayention of the said Part or thiS Act and
shall not be a ground for such race-course or
any part thereof being deemed or declared a
common gaming-house.

Mr. BOYD rose to a point of order. He
said this clause was withdrawn this afternoon bv leave of the Committee.
He
contended that it could not be again submitted without notice.
The CHAIRMAN .-N 0 notice whatever
is reqUIred in Committee.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said
there was just one point he would like to
mention on this Gaming Suppression Bill.
The wording of the clause left it open for
people on race-courses to engage in betting
on anything under the sun.
The clause
did not say that the wagering must be on
racing alo~e, and it did not say that a
tote might not be run on a race-course. It.
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did not say that " the three-card trick" or
" the thimble and the pea '.' should not be
played.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-That is not betting by way of wagering.
Mr. J. W. BILLSO~ (Fitzroy) said
t~at. if a man bet on the pea under the
thimble, it' was betting by way of wagering. The spinning jenny \\"Oldd also be
legalized by this provision.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-That is gaming
by way of an instrument.
Mr. J. W. BILLSO~ (Fit:::roy) s8.id
the clause was so wideh- drawn that people
might gamble on anything, so long as they
'were on a race-course.
Anything in the
way of wagering could be carried on, ~o
that if the Committee passed the clause
they would be legaliziJ;lg gambling in all
its forms on ra~e-courses.
Mr. BOYD said he objected to this
clause. The Bill.was a Gaming Suppression Bill, or, at any rate, that was the
title of it.
Mr. BENT.-It is a Bill to enable Tve to
carryon his gamble.
Mr. BOYD said he was no more concerned in Tn' than in 'Wren, or am- one
else.
The Committee were asked t~ pass
a clause to legalize betting on race-courses.
The Courts had decided that race-courses
were not II a place," and therefore wagering was permissible upon them. As that
was the case, whv should the Committee be
asked to legalize -gambling on race-courses?
The Chief Secretar" had stated that he
wanted to remm'e any doubt. 'What was
the cloubt about? ",r ~s it not as to whether gambling on race-courses was legal or
not?
Mr. MACKINNoN.-The dC't.bt is as to
whether the Government have provided for
something in the Bill that was intended.
Mr. BOYD said the something that they
were doubtful about was whether they had
prohibited gambling on race-courses. 'They
\vanted to make it certain that gambling
should be permitted on race-courses, now
that the Judkins party had gone dawn and
the other party were'
top.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Thev went out and
had a look at the Cup from a safe distance.
Mr. BOYD said there was no doubt that
the Premier was at the Cup.
A more
orderly and better behaved crowd COuld
not be seen. on the face of the earth than
the crowd that attended the Cup.
~fr. BENT.-XO~ a ground better regulated.

on
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Mr. BOYD said he would admit that
with pleasure. There wa~ everything that
the most fastidious could desire for a
pleasant outing, but that had nothing to do
with this clause. The something alluded
to by the hcnorable member for Prahran
was whether it had been made clear that
betting on race-courses was allowed.
Mr. BENT.-You are good at amendments; move an amendment.
Mr. BOYD said the Government were
entitled to have all thev wanted, as far as
betting on race-courses ',vas concerned, and
they had got it.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.--That is vour
opinion, but I have the pleasure of differing
with you.
Mr. BOYD said it was a pleasure to
wake the Chief Secretary up to differ with
anyone on anything.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-That is hardly fair.
Mr. BOYD said he had a different
opinion from the Chief Secretary, but he
had the greatest respect for the opinion of
the Chief Secretary as an experienced legal
luminary in this State, and when' the honorable gentleman expressed a doubt, it was
evidently his cooscientious conviction. He
(~fr. Boyd) still held that the Committee
should not, be asked, in a Bill called the
Gaming Suppression. Bill, to pass a clause
placing it beyond all doubt that gambling
on race-courses was legal.
Mr. WARDE said he hoped the Committee would pass the clause.
He was
rather surprised at the position taken up
by the hcnorable member for Melbourne"
who had previously taken the much larger
view that there was no harm in betting on
race-courses.
Mr. BOYD.-I do not see any harm in it.
Mr. WARDE said that by clause 17,
I I place"
was defined to mean I I anv place
whatsoever, whether within a building or
not, whether upon land or water, and whether private property or crtherwise."
It
was evident, therefore, that unless the new
clause -were carried, it would be illej!."al
for anyone to bet on the Flemington racecourse. Reading clause 17 as a lavman,
it appeared to him that it would prohibit
betting entirely, but the intention of the
Gavernmen,t was not to prohibit it, and as
he believed in allowing betting on racecourses, he intended to vote for the new
clause.
He was pleased to see that as
betting was being legalized by the Bill,
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it was to be placed beyond all doubt. The
people desired to have this facility, and in
country towns that he had visited, there was
wide-spread diss·atisfaction with the position taken up ag3.iinst betting on racecourses.
He had spoken to one of the
gentlemen who oontested a seat recently for
the Legislative Council, and althqugh'that
gentleman was not successful, he said that
the people in the Province wer:e opposed to
the proposal to stop betting on horse racing.
The proposal here was to make it perfectly clear that it was not the intention of
the Bill to prohibit betting on race-courses
when races were taking place. Whether
the wider interpretation which the honorable member for Fitzroy had put before the
House would _become an actual fact after
this clause was passed he (~fr. Warde)
did not know, but while betting was
one of the privileges which the people
ought to ,have if kept within reasonable
limits, yet at th~ same time the Chief Secretary should consider the question raised
by the honorable member for Fitzroy.
While he (Mr. Warde) desired to give the
people of tfiis country an opportunity of
betting under proper regulations, he did
not desire under this clause to give a free
hand to all the magsmen, spielers, and confidence men in the country who chose to
carryon operations at Flemington.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I promise to
consider the clause from that aspect, and if
it requires any amendment so as to limit
it to ordinary betting, I will move the necessary amendment after the third reading.
Mr. 'WARDE said he was glad that the
Government had refused to withdraw the
clause, because its object was to place it
beyond doubt that men might bet on a racecourse at proper times. Be thought that
was a proper attitude for the Government
to take up, and that it was also in accordance with the opinion of at least 75
per cent. of the people outside. In fact,
if a referendum were taken, he believed
that a great majority of the people would
vote in favour of even a broader proposal
than thif of the Government. !I.e believed
that in our community, while the people
did not go to excess in 'betting, facilities
should be given to the large body who de·
sired to enjoy that innocent form of amusement. He bad never yet arrived at the
opinion that betting was a vice. It might
be a follv-he believed it was-and a man
was most sensible to leave it alone, but
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still, if people liked that form of amusement, there was no reason wny the House
should endeavour to restrict it beyond certain limits.
l\Ir. THOMSON said he could not understand the position taken up by the honorable
member for Melbourne with respect to this
clause. He understood the clause was introduced to make it clear that this Bill,
though to a certain extent it suppressed
betting, was not intended to do away with
betting entirely, and as there was a doubt
as to whether betting could be carried on
on a race-course or not unaer the Bill as it
stood, this clause was introduced to make
it clear that at certain places betting would
He quite agreed with the
be allowed.
honorable member for Flemington that if
it was intended to do away entirely with
betting, it would be against the wishes of
a large section of the public.
He believed that betting and gambling had been
carried on to too great an extent, not onlv
in this State, but in tbe other States, and
the legislation that had been proposed in
some of the other States showed that the
same trutible existed there as that which
existed in Victoria. There had been too
much gambling, and legislatlon had been
brought in to curtail it to a great extent,
but to say tnat betting shou1d be done :;wa y
with entirely was absurd.
Every rIghtthinking man must recognise that there
would alwavs be a certain amount of betting, and all that ParIlament could do was
to curtail it within reasonable limits, and
to see that it was properly conducted.
With regard to betting on race-courses,
there were a certain number of men who
year after year bet a certain amount of
monev at different race meetings, and it
was impossible to deprive those men of
that right. No matter what legislation was
brought in, they would fin? opportunities
of putting money on the dIfferent races.
Mr. ANsTEy.-That is a lovely argument. 'Vhv do not you apply it to the rest
of the Bil(?
Mr. THOMSON said he did not think
there was any great harm in betting on
race-courses. Of course, it would be much
better if betting could be curtailed still
more, but it was impossible to stop it altogether.
Mr. KEOGH said that in spite of what
the honorable member for Flemington had
stated he believed that if this Bill were
referred to a referendum the result would
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be that the electors would recognise that
the Government had made a very laudable
attempt to regulate betting.
Mr. ANsTEy.-Well, you mm'ed a lot uf
amendments on their proposals.
Mr. KEOGH said that was true.
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-He has Improved it.
Mr. KEOGH said he admitted that he
had improved the Bill considerably. A
measure of this kind had been wanted for
so many years that it required to be debated at great length, and he thought there
was every excuse for the action of the Government in making alterations at the suggestion of honorable members on both sides
of the House. I t could not be expected
that the Government would know exactly
wlmt the country required. He ,,'as quite
certain that after the Bill was passed it
would be found in the course of time that
there were many flaws in it. The present
clause appeared to be most necessary.
The Government, as he had stated, had
made a laudable ;:tttempt to suppress betting as much as possible, but they were
going to allow people who would bet to
bet on race-courses on particular days.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-They made a very
laudable attempt to bump up against'
minorities on every occasion, and they
changed the clauses all the time to meet
that position. They said, "If that don't
do it can be altered."
Mr. K.EOGH said it was quite right
for the Government, when they got suggestions from both inside and outside the
House, to make the Bill as perfect as
possible.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he did not
know whether this clause was necessary or
not, but in looking through the clauses dealing with this subject, it seemed to him that
there was a great deal of confusion.
It
now appeared that those who were responsible for the clauses that appeared in the
'Rill to allow betting to take place on racecourses \Vpre cock-sure that they were right
about a fortnight ago j but it would be too
much to expect :1 lawyer to make up his
mind and to keep to it for a whole fortnight. I t was now found that clauses 17
and 21 did not fit the position. If seemed
to him that clause 21, which had a proviso
.at the end of it, was the clause upon which
Ministers had relied, but if the Bill was
carried as it stood the honorable member
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for Fitzroy was quite right .in his contention. Clause 2 I made bettmg houses or
betting. rooms unlawful, and it referred
toany house office room or pla.ce which is used for
the playing therei~ ~>f any unlawful game, or
which is used pnnclpally for the purpose of
enabling persons to bet therein.

Then it was providedIn this section the word "place" does not include a race-course during the holding of a
race meeting thereon.

Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-That proviso
has been struck out.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Yes, but the
proposition now was that an unlawful game
('QuId be played on a race-course.. The
Chief Secretary had already promIsed to
look into that point.
.
.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT .-1 WIll look lllto
it.
:YIr. PRENDERGAST said he would
like to know upon what clause ~he Government relied in the first place III order
to prevent unlawful gaming on a racecourse. It was hard to tell what construction the Government placed on these
various provisions. Any proposal that was
made was accepted so long as it looked
feasible and then when it was found to
conflict' with some other clause it was
struck out. The definition clause made it
impossible to play an unlawful game in
any "place," but race-course was de!ined
not to be a " place." The proviso at the
end of clause 2I Had been struck out, and
this new clause would leave it possible for
an unlawful game to be played on a racecourse.
Sir SAMUEL GILLoTT.-We simply say
that betting by way of wagering on any
licensed race-course is not to be deemed a
contravention of the Act. It is not playing an unlawful game. Betting by way ~f
wagering is not an unlawful game. It IS
a contract entered into between two per·
sons.
Mr. BOYD.-Then the three-card trick is
a contract.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that if the
Chief Secretary had had a little bit more
experience of vambling in his youthful
days he would be ir: a better positjon . to
deal with these questlons now. The Chlef
Secretary had previously stated that he depended upon a cert.ain cl~use in the Bill
to protect the definitIon that race-course was
not a place. What part of the Bill was
the honorable gentleman then referring to?
Mr. BOYD.-All of it.
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Mr. PRENDERGAST said it seemed to
him that the Government had found out
now that the Bill was not what they thought
it to be. In his opinion the anti-betting
clauses had gone too far.
Mr. MACKEY.-What clauses are they?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that almost
the whole of the Bill from end to end was
nothing but a suppression Bill. He predicted that when the Bill came to be reprinted on the third reading at least 300
amendments would be proposed in it.
Mr. BENT.-How many are you going to
move?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he was
simply looking on_ while the Government
were slaughtering their own measure. He
was pointing out that the provisions in. the
Bill did not cover the grounds that had
been set out bv the Government in the first
instance. He 'would like to know how this
clause would affect other clauses in the
Bill? The clause in itself was all right,
but the question was as to its effect on
other parts of the Bill.
The Minister
of Lands said it made assurance doubly
sure. He (Mr. Prendergast) knew what
the honorable member for :Melbourne was
aiming at.
The honorable member was
under the impression that under the Bill
what had been carried on on race-courses
in the past could be carried on in the future,
and the honorable member thought by
putting in this new clause it would restrict
betting to certain forms of wagering. The
Goyernment ought to be able to explain to
the House what the position was. The
honorable member 'for Fitzroy had pointed
out that, in his opinion, the clause was not
strong enough to prevent any unlawf1!1
gaming being carri.ed on on race-course~ In
addition to the ordmarv forms of wagenng.
A sweep, or ~ Calcutta sweep, could be
got up on the Flat. They were recognised as
forms of wagering. The clause was merely
a kind of "pot luck" clause. The Ministry
said, "We will put this clause in j it is all
right j it does not make anv d!fference what
is in the Bill j this clause WIll correct all
the other clauses." What was the clause
going to correct? The difficultv of _the
position was that those who had. been
making elaborate notes on th~ clauses In the
Bill suddenlv found everythmg was tossed
aside by th~ new proposition which was
now brought forward. The Governme~t
had originallv declared that what was In
the new clause was governed bv the other
clauses in the Bill. The Premier told the
V.R.C., "It is all right, keep your eye on
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me, I will pull you through." The clause
now before the Committee was abandoned
no later than this e\'ening by the Government. The-n, when the honorable member
for ~rornington got up and wanted to move
the claust'. the Premier sa:d, "It is all
right," forgetting tl13t the GO\'ernment had
only dropped the clause a quarter of an
hour before. This was the most remarkable Bill he (~[r. Prendergast) had ever
seen.
Mr. BENT.-That statement is not correct. We did not say anything about dropping.
}Ir. PRE~DERGAST asked the Premier did he mention anything about "little
game? "
~Ir. BENT.-No.
Mr. PREXDERGAST asked did the
Premier say anything about Wren, or "a
Saturday night divide ?"
}Ir. BENT.-No.
;\Ir. PRE~DERGAST said it was the
first time the Premier had not done so.
~fr. BENT.-It would have been highly
improper and irregular.
Mr PRE KDERGAST said the first attitud~ taken up bv the Ministry when the
clause was under consideration was that
half-a-dozen gentlemen were on the i\Iinisterial side of the table, and they said, " We
will not 0"0 on with th.at." The Fremier
then illt~'jected, "The clause is \\'ithdrawn." The Chief Secretary, \rho was
going out of the chamber. at the tim~, indicated his assent to show It was all nght.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-N"O. That is exactlv what I did not do.
~ir. PRE~DERGAST said that after .a
confabulation with other Ministers, the
"educated Minister" also said it was all
right to drop the clause. He (Mr.
Prenderg,lst) now wished to know what
the Government thought of their previous
utterances-Mr. BENT.-I think you are making a
long, irregular sperch that is not improying the Bill a bit.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he wanted
to know whether there \ras am' I)[O\'ision
in the Rill that could be of am; use. The
Bill could not be improved. The ~finistry
could not take the same words and make
another Bill out of them.
Mr. KEOGH.-Do you think a totalizator
would be legal under the clause?
Mr. PRE~DERGAST said the honorable member 'for Gippsland North was sit-

Suppression Bill.

ting by the ex-~Iinister of Lands, whonad
changed his mind on the question of the
totalizator a good deal.
Mr. 1\1uRRAY.-I do not think I have
changed my mind on the totalizator so much
as YOU have.
:;\lr. PREXDERGAST said the ex-Minister of Lands had left the Ministry for the
~linisterial corner, and was now coming
round again to his original views. The
honorable member was Ijke the Prodigal
Son, and the fatted calf would be killed
when he returned to his original views.
Mr. MURRAY.-:-Do you ever think I will
get round to the be-nches YOU are seated
on?
J\1r. PRENDERGAST said he knew the
honorable member would never Ket round
that far. He wished to know how the
clause was to improve the Bill? Did the
clause have any meaning, and if it had
any meaning, what was the intention? Did
it mean anything at all, or nothing?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-YOU do not \vant
to know much, do you?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said a celebrated
conference took place this afternoon. Several gentlemen 'from the V.R.C. met the
Premier, and honorable members could assume they were not talking about the' ~ill
or about racing. He (Mr. Prendergast)
supposed they were only talking matters
over, and asked the Premier to explain
what he meant when he referred to the
Wren party in the House.
He (Mr.
Prendergast) supposed the Premier would
be annoyed if he was referred to as the
leader of the Solution partv.
Mr. BENT.-I would be' extremely honoured.
Mr. PRE:\'DERGAST said some of
that party were extremely honoured, and
the only thing they had done was to start
tlwir horse first favorite for the ~Melhourne
Cup. He noticed the ex-~finister of Lands
had come to the table. He supposed the
honorable member wanted to know whether
h~ would be allowed to explain some of
the clauses. Conversations like the one
going on at present had probably taken
place in the Cabinet when the honorable
Some of the
member was a Minister.
clauses ,,-ere formulated then, and the exMinis'ter of Lands would like to get up
and exnlain matters. \Vould the Premier
sa v a word or two about the clause?
Mr. BENT. -Am' thing vou like to put
in we will take from vou. Mr. PRENDERGAST said he was
afraid the Government had been taking

\
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such a lot, of things from different, people
that the Bill was a mixture which no one
understood. 'Would the educated Minister,
who was also i\1inister for Education-An HONORABLE MEMBER.-He is not
the Minister for Pianos-he is the Minister of Lands.
Mr. BENT.-The Minister ot Lands is
not in charge of the Bill. The Chief Secretary is in charge of it.
1\1r.
PRENDERGAST.-The Chie'f
Secretarv?
Mr. 'BENT.-Yes; he has explained
eventhing as clearlv as possible.
~tr. PRENDERGAST said everything
that had been explained up to the present
time had made matters as clear as mud.
It would need the X-rays to enable a person to see. through the Bill.
Was there
going to be an explanation ofl the clause?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-1 am not going
to enter into a further explanation.
I
have gIven an explanation, and I think
YOU understand it thoroughly.
. )'1r. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East, to
Sir Samuel Gillott).-Are you not going
to explain any more?
Sir SAMUEL' GILLOTT.-1 have explained
as far as I can.
l\fr. PRENDERGAST said he wished
to know from the Chief Secretary what
other clauses in the Bill were affected by
this new clause?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT .-1 cannot point
mIt the clauses affected. The matter is
\'erv clear. The new clause saysNotwithstanding anything contained in Part
IV. of the Police Offences Act 1890, or in this
Act-

That means any clauses in the Bil1the fact of persons betting bv way of wagering
"On any licensed race-course during the holding
of a 'race meeting thereon shall not be a contravention of the said Part or this Act, and shall
not be a ground for such race-course or any
part thereof being deemed or declared a common gaming-house.

That puts the matter beyond all doubt. It
is as clear as possible.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said there had
been an explanation of the clause b~' the
Chief Secretary reading it. The explanation made "confusion worse confounded."
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-There is no
doubt I could get up and speak in the way
you are doing.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-There is no
doubt if you got up and said anything pertinent to the Bill we could understand you.
I and many other members are in the posi'tion that \ve do not understand what other
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clauses of the Bill affect this clause. What
other clauses in the Bill did you rely upon
for the purpose of justifying the position
you took up when you said there was no
necessity for any further clauses to give
power to bet on race-courses?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-You are putting
words into mv mouth.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The Premier
asserted that.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-1 am not responsible for the Premier.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-1 would like
to know why previously to-night you
thought this claU5e was not necessary, while
you think it is necessary now.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The Premier
thought so.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You withdrew
the clause.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-1 did not.
Mr.
PRENDERGAST.-The three
Ministers did.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The Premier
withdrew the clause.
Mr. BEAZLEY (to Sir Samuel Gillott).You did not protest when it was withdrawn.
. Sir SAMt1E:L GILLOTT.-:-I cannot posSIbly contradIct the PremIer. If the Premier says something in connexion with a
clause, I cannot get up and tell him it
not so.
I did not withdraw the clause.
Mr. BOYD.-You would be like the late
Minister of Lands. You would be sitting
1n the corner.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-That is exactly
where I would be.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-At half-past
five this afternoon vou came to new clause
DD, which is now under consideration.
The clause was called out bv the Chairman, who seems to be doing' the· greatest
amount of the Government work. and to
haVE! the greatest difficulty in keeping the
Government business in order. The position is that at that time you thought the
clause was not necessary.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.'·-I did not think
it was not necessarv.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You are only
a cypher in the matter.
Sl,r SAMUEL GILLOTT.-1 did not say I
thought so.
Mr. McGREGOR rose to a point of
order. The 'Chief SecretarY had three times
denied the accusation made bv the lea:der of
the Opposition, and he (1\·1r. McGregor) did
not think the leader of the Opposition was
justified in persisting in his accusation.

is
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Mr.' PRENDERGAST.-Is that a point' of
order, or merel y an explanation of something you have not got to say?
Mr. McGREGOR said if the leader of
the Opposition had sense enough to know
the procedure of Parliament he would
understand it was a point of order witnout
making any interjections.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it was
rather impertinent for an honorable member who had nothing to say, and could not
make a decent speech at any time to talk
about the procedure. The Chief Secretary was only a cvr.her. The leader of
the Government controlled the matter. The
Chief Secretary could not open his mouth
if the Premier stuck to his position, or he
would have to go out.
Mr. BENT rose to a point of order.
Surely, to say the least o'f it, the remarks
of the leader of the Opposition were insulting. The honorable member professed to
ha ye respect for the gentleman in charge
of the Bill. He (Mr. Bent) had said the
Chief Secretary was in charge of the Bill.
?\·fr. PRENDERGAST.-Who withdrew new
clause DD?
Mr. BENT said there was no withdrawal
of the clause. Had not the Chairman already told the honorable member the clause
was not withdrawn?
The CHAIRMAN.-I had better correct
that statement.
By leave, new clause DD
was withdrawn.
Mr. PRENDERGAST (to Mr. Bent).-Perhaps you will withdraw your statement.
Mr. BENT said, at any rate, the Chairman ruled that the Chief Secretary was
quite in order in moving the clause again,
and he (1\1r. Bent) would repeat, for the
information o'f the leader of the Opposition, who, as a rule, was not offensive,
but who had been particularly so to-
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with it because they considered it to be unnecessary. Then an honorable member
said the clause was necessary, and the Government came back to the clause like a
dog to its vomit. That was the position
the Government took up. Then he (Mr.
Prendergast) asked for an explanation.
He wished to know what were the clauses
in the Bill that gov~rned the position. It
was necessary for that information to be
given to the House. Honorable members
had been taking too much for granted, and
they did not know what the position was
owing to the ineptitude of those in charge
of the Bill. That was the position as clear
as daylight of the whole thing, from top
to bottom, commencement to end.
Anybody could see that it was the Chairman
who had had to correct and alter and place
the work before the Chamber, so as to get
it into its proper position. That had had
to be done, notwithstanding that two legal
gentlemen and another ~Iinister had been in
'
charge of the measure all the time.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-What is the necessity for the honorable member showinf;
so much heat?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
ask whether the honorable gentleman withdrew the clause to-night?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT .-I did not.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said then the
honorable gentleman was not in charge of
the Bill.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I simply say I
did not withdraw it, and I stated that haIfa-dozen times, and yet the honorable member keeps on repeati'ng that I did withdraw
it.
J\fr. PREXDERGAST said he would
point to the statement which had been
made that the Chief Secretary was in charge
of the Bill.
night~Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-XOW I am.
MI. PRENDERGAST.-We cannot get a
Mr. PREXDERGAST said the clause
cle-ar statement.
was withdrawn. Who then was in charge
Mr. BEKT said the honorable member of the Bill? It seemed that even'bodv on
had received a clear explanation, and the the :Ministerial side was 1n charge. .
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-T'he Premier
House was satisfied, but there was something wrong with the honorable member was at t1he table.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said an explana.
to-night. The Chief Secretary was in
charge of the Bill, and what the honorable tion was demanded as to the position of
gentleman said would have to be regarded the Bill now in reference to betting. Could
by the Premier and everyone else as the betting take place? When the clause was
statement of the Government.
withdrawn there '''as something in the
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that did not mind of the Government that was not exalter the position one iota. The clause plained to the House, to show that the
was before the Committee previously to- position was covered bv the Bill. If the
night. By leave, it was withdrawn, and position was not covered, then there should
the Government did not intend to go on be an explanation as to where t'he clauses.
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were weak.
The Government said that
what was now proposed would make the
position sure. He would ask the Government to show him where there was in the
Bill the power they claimed to have. The
Government now said this clause was neces?ary, but a few minutes ago they declared
It was not necessary. The Chamber was
entitled to an explanation.
He thought
~ honorable gentleman in charge of the
BIll, or somebody else, was trifling with the
Chamber. He could conceive that it was
difficult for the :Minister in charge of the
Bill to get in touch with some of the
clauses, but here was a matter on which
the Premier had spoken at deputations.
He would like to know what part of the
Bill the Premier had in mind when the
honor.able gentleman took up the position
that It was strong enough then to permit
of betting on a race-course.
Where was
the evidence of that in the Bill? The
Government introduced this clause to cover
their retreat from the previous position,
and they explained that it was bein a
adopted in order to make assurance doU'bl~
sure. Where did any provision appear in
the Bill to lead the Premier to sav the
Bill was strong enough to permit of betting
on a race-course? Outside, in every possible direction, honorable members heard
this remark, "I see you are going to put
down betting." He had heard one gentleman say that to another gentleman who
was in a prominent position, and the latter
gave a wink, meaning that it was all moonshine and advertisement.
The Government wanted to appear on both sides with
Judkins on one arm and the V.R.C. ~n the
other. That was the game they had been
playing for a considerable period, and it
was time the game was put an end to.
Mr. BENT.-What about this word
" game?" -this unlawful game?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he was not
talking about an unlawful game, but about
the game.
Mr. BENT . -What about this word
" game"?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said there appeared to be no responsibility at all. The
Premier declared at one moment that the
House could do what it liked, and yet when
the honorable gentleman went outside he
stated to deputations that the provi~ions
of which he had said this were vital. A
few minutes afterwards the honorable
gentleman abandoned what he had declared was vital.
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BENT.-You try a vital point.
PRENDERGAST said the Premier
try a vital point before the electors.
BENT.-YOU try a vital point.
.
PRENDERGAST said honorable
memb~rs could not get a satisfactory explanatlOn of any clause in the Bill.
Mr. BENT.-You would not understand
if we did explain.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the determination of fhe Government to-day was to
p?sebefo~e both .sides,. and they were draggI?,g P~hament mto dIsrepute in connexion
WIth this measure and other important Bills.
The honorable gentleman himself passed
~emarks about the Bill which were degradmg to Members of Parliament and to Parliament itself, and showed, at all events,
there was no sense of responsibility in those
who were in charge of the measure.
On
one point the Government first decided on
the nUIJ?ber being seventy-two, and then reduced. It to forty-eight, making the latter
al.so VItal. If there was one point in this
BIll there were a hundred which had been
declared by the Government to be more or
less vital, and which they would stick to,
and yet they 'had afterwards amended these
very provisions.
The Government could
not have appeared in a more ridiculous attitude bef~re t:be country than when they
placed thIS BIll on the table, and tried to
make people angels by Act of Parliament.
as they proposed in the first place, but the~
they abandoned their position on points
,,:hlch they had l;)feviou;sly declared to be
VItal. The. Govelllment at first tried to put
down lottenes anI} all that kind of thing.
The CHAIRMAN. - The honorable
member is travelling outside the subject before the Chair.
. Mr. PRENDERGAST said he was talkmg about betting and lotteries.
At one
m~ment the Government said they were
gOIng to deal drasticallv with these matters
and .t~e next moment they abandoned thei~
~rovisions, and said it was not their intentIon to do anything of that description.
These matters wanted explanation and
when the Bill came before the Hou'se for
the third reading it seemed that it would
take as long to understand the clauses in
th.e form ~n which they would then be in the
BIll as It took when the Bill was first
brought before tfu.e House.
Mr. MAcKEY.-Doubtless vou will say
so.
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1'1r. PRENDERGAST said the Bill was
a mere hotch-potch, and was not a measure of a valuable description at all.
Mr. MACKEY.-Why not try to improve
it?
:\1r. PRENDERGAST said the Bill was
not valuable as a means of elucidating the
feelings of the people on the question of
gambling. Ever since the Bill had been
placed on the table he believed that those
who were in charge of it were ashamed of
it, and would have liked to get under
the table when its provisions were being discussed, even by honorable members on the
IHinisterial side of the Chamber.
The explanations which were demanded were not
granted, and he believed they were not
granted because of the want of knowledge
on the part of those in chalrge of the Bill of
the provisions of the measure and of its
operation. It was as clear as possible that
his demand for an explanation was a perfectlv reasonable one.
l\f~. MACKEY.-You got a perfectly clear
explanation from the Chief Secretary as to
the object of this clause.
1\lr. PRENDERGAST said he had got
the clause read to him, and- was told that
it was plain enough. He wanted to know
how this provision fitted in with other
clauses in the Bill. He thought he had a
right to demand that, and honorable members had a right not to allow this to pass
before an explanation of that kind was
given.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT. - What do YOU
mean by saying, "Fit in with other cla,~ses
of the Bill ?"
Mr. PRENDERGAST said a statement
was made by the Premier to a deputation,
after words had been taken out of clause
2 I at the instance of the honorable member for Brunswick, tha,t the Bill was still
strong enough to permit of betting.
l\[r. ANsTEY.-And the l\Iinister gave a
long explanation to show that it did not
matter.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that was so,
and now the Government introduced another
clause to declare that betting could take
place on a race-course.
Mr. MACKEY.-This is not the clause
that was struck out j this is something very
different.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said if that ,vas
so it was a reason why other honorable
members and himself should want to know
something about it. He thought it reasonable that honorable members should have it
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explained to them, and he was asking the
Government to explain what their reasons
were for saying previously that the Bill
was still strong enough to permit of betting on a race-course-that was, if they
had any reasons for holding that opinion.
If the Premier had reason to believe that
the Bill was strong enough still to permit
of betting on the race-course, he would
like to know from the honorable g"entleman
what word or clause justified the honorable
There was an
gentleman in saying that.
amendment now which it was said was to
make assurance doubly sure. Where was
the clause or the provision that the Government had previously relied upon? That
was not an unreasonable or an improper
question to ask those who were in charge
of the Bill. It was not unreasonable or
improper to explain to anyone member of
the HOllse the meaning of any particular
clause. In connexion with his request, he
could truthfullv say there was no humbug
or any desire to waste time. But there was
a waste of time through honorable members pOildering upon a clause to discover its
meaning, ,,"hen it should have been fully
explained by those in charge of the Bill.
\iVhere was the definition of the word
" place" that satisfied the Government
previously that it did not cover a r:lrecourse? When the honorable member for
Brunswick proposed an aqlendment that the
Government accepted, and a partial definition was put in, where was the prm"ision
that then satisfied the Governme'nt that the
amendment could be accepted? The Government were showing bv their present
attitude that what they had stated before
the public was not "now their opinion.
Whose opinion were the Government taking?
Had the V.R.C . .any influence in
connexion with the Government coming
back with this clause ? Was the matter passed o'"er on the previous occasion
without the Government knowing what they
were doing?
What right had honorable
members to consider the desire of one racing club to be allmved to carryon betting?
He believed the Chamber was going too far
with the Bill, and that it was a farce.
With', the exception of one or two provisions,
the greater part of it should never have
been before the House at all, and was never
demanded, and about eighteen people out
of every twenty were against it. He believed the bulk of the people were against
it, because of the injustice it was doing
in some directions. For the Bill to cover
such a large extent of ground was simply
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an absurdity without a full explanation
from those who were in charge of the
measure.
Mr. BOYD.-Can you find anybody outside in favour of it?
:Mr. PRENDERGAST said he had
never found anybody outside in favour of
it, but he was a~suming th~t there were two
out of twenty who were 111 favour of the
Bill.
Mr. MACKEY.-What is your position?
Are you in favour of or against betting?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he was in
favour of betting being allowed, and he
wanted to know the position upon which
the Government had previousl y depended
as permitting of betting on a race-course.
Mr. MACKEY.-You need not take up
three-quarters of an hour to say that.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the attitude
of the honorable gentleman now was like
the attitude he had taken up previously
on another matter, with regard to which the
honorable gentleman said it did not matter.
On one occasion the Government said that
what had been done did not make any
difference to the Bill, but they now took
up a different attitude by saying that it
did matter.
Mr. MACKEY.-I never made any explanation at all. I accepted the amendment, and we are not reinstating the amendment now.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the honorable gentleman had no reason for ::tnything.
Mr. MACKEY .-Hansard will show what
I said.
Mr. PRE~DERGAST said the matter
was in the honorable gentleman's imagination.
It might be that kind of record
which the honorable gentleman kept in his
mind about ,vhat he had promulgated in
reference to the land tax and free-trade.
Mr. MACKEy.-King Charles' head
again.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that matter
was not too stale for the honorable gentleman. It was. said here that the fact of
persons betting by 'Way of wag€ring on any
licensed race-course should not be a contravention of a certain part of this Act. It
therefore appeared to be assumed that, unless those words were inserted, betting by
way of wagering on any licensed racecourse would be a contravention. He had
asked before what were the words which
specificallv gave the Premier his ideas
when he stated that the excision of certain
words from the clause would not affect the
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The honorable
principles of the Bill.
gentleman then said he was in favour of
betting on a licensed race-course.
l\1r. MACKEY.-Did I say that?
Mr. PRE~DERGAST said the Government stated that. He assumed that statement was made for the Government collec-,
tiveh", but several of the Ministers did not
seen'; to know where they were.
They
might be directed by hands ,yhich he had
not seen.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Would it not be wise
to know w here you reall yare?
Mr. PRE~DERGAST said it ,,,ould be
interesting to know ,,,here the honorable
gentleman really was. At present it was
hard to tell who were the honorable gentlemen in charge of the Bill, and what kind
of a Bill it was. :\"oboqy could explain
the Bill, and up to the present time nobody
had attempted to do so. The position was
clear that the Govemment must have had
some portion of the Bill in mind when they
stated that .the Bill was still sufficiently
strong to allow betting on a race-course.
But now, apparently, in the opinion of the
Government, betting could not take place on
a race-course unless this clause ,,,as placed
in the Bill. How, then, did they hoodwink some of the public befcre into the
belief that it could? W'hat did the honorable member for MelbOl,me think of it?
The honorable member evidentlv had some
idea in his mind that if this clause was not
included, a race-course would be able to
be conducted in the future precisely the
same as at present. If that was 50, it was
time the Government got some hint to consider their position.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-He certainlv has
not that idea, or else he would consent to
the clause.
1\1r. BOYD.-Mv idea is just abol,t as
tangled as that of d~e Government.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the Government's idea was a little bit thick-a little
bit muddv.
The Government did not
know where they were. In fact, the clause
He would
looked like original drafting.
like tel know who drafted it-whether it
was sent along by the boss of the V.R.C.,
or some other person, asking for its insertioo.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I think I mav
tell the honorable member, and I am sure he
will believe me, that the V.R.C. have had
nothing whatever to do with the prenaration of this clause in any shape or form.
I have never seen any member of the
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V.R.C. on the question, and not even a
member of the V.R.C. Committee.
In
fact, I have never spoken to: a member of
the V.R.C. at all, all through the Bill.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he accepted
the honorable gentleman's word willingly.
He did not think the honorable gentleman
needed any defence from the Premier when
he was dealing with any other member of
the House. He supposed then the Chief
Secretary avoided all allusion to the Bill
when on the course on Tuesday last?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I was not there
at all.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he again
asked the Government if they were determined to play the oyster on this clause, or
whether they would let the Committee
know the position in connexion with it.
What where the points of the Bill that thev
relied on previously to carry them through-?
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-What is
an oyster, anyhow?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it seemed to
be something that closed up occasionally.
This Bill was one of the pearls shed by
the Brighton oyster, but it was not a very
creditable one.
In fact, it must be a
black pearl.
l\fr. BENT.-How awfullv witty yet:.' are!
I will give you a prize for wit.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he had with
him a lecture upon the resources of the
country, but he did not intend to read it at
this point.
The CHAIRMAN.-I do not think it is
in the clause under discussion.
1\1r. PRENDERGAST said the whole
State had been talking about nothing else
than the Premier's lecture on the resources
of Eastern Gippsland for the last week.
It was omnipresent and all-powerful. Did
the G;)Vernment intend to give anv explanatIOn of the clallSe, or did they intend
to shelter themselves behind the privilege
that they undoubtedly had of keeping quiet,
but that they had no business to exercise
when legitimate information was asked for
by the Committee? If it was requisite to
have this clause, and nothing in the Bill
dealt with the point, let the Committee
know it.
If it was merely to make assurance doubly sure, let the Committee
k.now where the assurance existed preVIOusly. The Government said it was there.
I f it was there let the Committee know it
'So that they might know exactly where the;'
stood on the question, instead of being
humbugged as they had been up to the

Suppression Bill.

present, by the mere sticking in of cl~uses,
and the Gover~ment declaring that they
~l.!ld do anyth~ng they liked with them,
WIth nobody takmg any_ responsibility about
t~e measure at all, and the clauses being
SImply thrown to the Committee like a
bone to a dog.
Mr. McGREGOR said he had been
charge~ with not saying very much about
He would be very sorry to
the BIll.
say as much, with as little effect, as the
honorable member who made the charge.
The honorable member had talked for halfan-hour on the present occasion, and he
challenged any honorable member to say
what the honorable member had been talking about.
Mr. SMITH.-He wanted an explanation
of the clause.
]\1r. McGREGOR said the honorable
member repeated and reiterated the request.
He strongly supported the Government's
intention, not to abolish betting, but to
The Government
regulate and amend it.
had done a great deal in that direction. If
there were 95 per cent. of the people Outside in opposition to the Bill, all the more
~edit to the Go:ernment and those supportmg them for domg what they thought rilTht
in the face of public opinion. Hence""he
thought the Government were worthy of the
highest commendation.
Mr. BOYD.-That is a new doctrine for
representatives of the people.
Mr. McGREGOR said, at any rate, he
did not believe there were 95 per cent. of
the people in opposition to the Bill. There
was no such proportion in opposition to the
suppression of street betting, which had
been accomplished.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-The suppression of
street betting was accomplished vears ago.
Mr. McGREGOR said the Bill was intended to make it doublv sure.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Where is it? It is
not in the Bill at all.
Mr. McGREGOR said it was in the Bill.
The Ccmmittee had also made it certain
that illegal totes should not be in existence,
and that was something that 95 per cent. of
the people of the State were in favol.r of.
~fr. WARDE.-And the people are against
all the rest of the Bill.
Mr. :McGREGOR said the items he had
mentioned were the principal elements in
!he Bill. !~ one could not go all the way
m the abchtlon of what one considered an
evil, that was no reason for not going- as
far as one could.

.
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Mr. ANSTEY.-Why can you not go all
the wav in the abolition of this evil?
Mr. ·McGREGOR.-Because it was im• possible to do it. Many times the h:>oora?le
member had desired to do somethmg wIth
reference to factories and other legislation
in the direction ()f giving better conditions
for the people, and very frequently had
been willing to take as much as he could
get, because he could not get all he wanted.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-We are willing to
try for all we want, but you are not willing
to try for what you want.
Mr. ANsTEy.-That is the point of difference.
Mr. McGREGOR said there was no
point of difference.
He was anxious to
try, and the charge made by the leader of
the Opposition was unworthy of that honorable member.
He could appeal to all
those honorable members who had known
him ever since he had been in the House,
to substantiate his claim that everything
he had said publicly he had endeavoured to
obtain whilst a member of the House. The
intention of the new clause was to make
it clear that the Bill was not going to interfere with gambling or betting on the
race-course as it now existed or was allowed.
Mr. BOYD.-You do not approve of that,
though?
:Mr. McGREGOR said he had stated
publicly that he was in f~v?ur of going. as
far as he could in the abol1hon of gamblmg
or betting, or wagering.
Mr. BOYD.-But YOt:.: are not in favour
of betting on a race-course.
Mr.' McGREGOR said he was going to
help the Government in passing as good a
Bill as it was possible for them to get, although there might be some things in it
which he did not thorcughly approve of.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
when the Committee were dealing with this
matter some weeks ago, the honorable
member for Brunswick proposed to strike
out of clause 2 I the words, C C in this section the word C place' does not include a
race-course during the holding of a race
meeting thereon," and the Government accepted that amendment, which was agreed
to withor.t a division. Subsequently, the
Minister of Lands, answering a question
put by him (Mr. Bailes), made an elaborate
explanation that betting could take place
anywhere, upon everything, except, of
course, when it was provided against by the
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Police Offences Act. The honorable gentleman also led the Committee to believe that
there was no necessity whatever for any
clause similar to new clause DD.
This
clause was moved previously to-night, and
withdrawn. A few minutes ago, the Chief
Secretarv said the Government wanted to
make it - sure that betting could go on on
race-courses on race days, and hence the
clause was again proposed by the honorable
gentleman, although previouslv withdrawn.
He (:\h. Bailes) was just as concerned tonight as he had been on previous evenings
to know whether betting could also take
If a doubt
place upon any other sport.
had arisen as to whether betting could take
place upon horse races, and it had been
found necessary to propose this clause, there
was just as much justification for the doubt
arising as to whether people could make a
wager on a cricket or football match, or on
what the Premier called his cc little doggies." The Chief Secretary said he woufd
make no further explanations; but he hODed
the honorable gentieman did not intend to
persevere in that determination, for he
wor.ld like to hear from the honorable
gentleman whether the effect of the Bill
would be that no wagering could take plac':!
anywhere except upon a race-course on the
dav on which a race meeting was being
held. When speaking before on this subject, he cited the sports held in connexion
with the Bendigo Easter Fair, and also the
finest sports meeting in Victoria the
Stawell Gift Meeting.
If betting could
l}otJ be permitted at those sports, the interest in them would very much diminish,
and the result would be a very great disaster to the charitable institutions for which
they were held. The Government, with all
their laudable desire to legalize bettin~ on
the race-course-it was quite evident that
this was intended-where the profits did
not go to any charitable institution, and
where the Government admitted that betting
must be tolerated in order to make horse
racing attractive, ought to be fullv prepared to admit also that in order to make
athletic sports interesting and attractive,
some form of betting must be al1owed.
When the profits from those meetings
assisted charitable institutions, it seemed
somewhat hard that the Chief Secretary should decline to make any further explanation as to whether the
eff~t of the Bill would be to preyent any betting upon such sports. Surelv,
If a dO..Ibt had arisen in the minds of the
legal gentlemen in charge of the BilJ a.s to
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whether betting would be permitted upcn
race-courses on race days, the same dOubt
must ha\'e arisen in their minds as to whether betting could take place upon other
sports, and he hoped the Government would
be as considerate for the people who
patronized other sports as they evidently
were for the interests of those who patronized horse racing. Fully 80 per cent.
of the betting indulged in in Victoria was
upon horse racing, and, therefore, the
Committee were simply legislating in a partial way, at a great amount of expense
in the loss of time, and on some occasians,
with a fair amount of loss of temper.
Would it be possible, under this law: for a
policeman to arrest any two men who made
a wager upon a foot race, or would thev be
accorded the same privilege of having
sl?€C ial legislation on their behalf, as was
accorded in this clause to those whOl wanted
to back horses?
Mr. TOUTCHER said he would like to
emphasize the request of the honorable
member for Bendigo East for informatior.:.
This was a very important matter so far
as the Stawell Athletic IClub and the Ararat
Athletic Club were concerned. As the honorable member for Bendigo East had truly
said, large sums were donated to the charities from these sports. In 1905, £300 was
given to the charities, and nearly all the
interest in these competitions arose from
there being some little wagering upon the
competitors. If this little excitement was
taken away from the sports they would be
a failure, and there would be no money for
the charities from this source. The Stawell
people especially held the best sports in
Victoria, in fact in Australasia, and their
gathering was becoming a carnival which
was greatly looked forward to by people
from all parts of the State every year. If,
however, the people who attended could
not bet-and the betting was not of a very
extravagant character-the attractiveness of
the sports would seriously diminish, the attendance would become smaller, and consequently the charities would suffer.
He
would like to have a clear explanation with
regard to this matter, because the Minister
of Lands had explained on one or two
occasions privately to him (Mr. Toutcher)~
and publicly to the honorable member for
Bendigo East, that this would not affect
betting at sports. But if it was absolutely
necessary to make it clear in the Bill that
one couid bet at a r[lce-course, where there
was nothing but horse racing and betting,
it certainly needed to be made clear that one
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could bet on a sports ground. The Minister of Lands had explained to him that
betting a.t an athletic meeting being merely
an incident of the sports that were being
carried on, th.e measure would not apply to
it, but the same thing might be said with
regard to horse racing. Plenty of people
went to the Melbourne Cup merely to see
the races, and not to do amy betting at all.
He would like to have a clear explanation
on the subject, as the matter was one of
very serious importance, not only to the
places he had mentioned, but also to every
sports gathering in Victoria, as well as
football matches, cricket matches, and other
contests where some betting usually took
place. It should be clearly explained whether or not betting was to be allowed at
sports grounds or pI aces other than racecourses.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT remarked that
as to the question raised bv the honorable
member for Bendigo East, he mig'ht remind
honorable members that there was a promise
made by the Premier that clause 58 would
be recommitted to allow amendments to be
made in it to meet what he understood to be
the views of honorable members. That was to
say, amendments would have -to be made in
the clause so as to leave the Sports Betting
Suppression Act 3JS it stood, namely, to
leave it to the promoters of the sports
gathering as to whether they would allow
betting or not.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).Do I understand that clause 58 is to be recommitted so as to enable amendments to
be made in it by which sports gatherings
will be privileged to have betting something
on the same lines as race-course betting?
1\1r. MACKEY.-Yes, as previously promised. I made you an unconditional promise to th.at effect.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).I am perfectly satisfied. I do not remember a promise having been made.
Mr. ANSTEY said it was very satisfactory to learn" that clause 58 was" to be recommitted.
Honorable members did not
know how many more clauses were to be
recommitted, and he believed that the one
now under consideration was also to be
further considered. In connexion with the
remarks of the honorable member for Ballarat East, he would like to say that it was
quite true that every man was called upon
to take as much as he could get, and if he
could not get all he desired he should take
what he could obtain. The honorable member for Ballarat East was placed in that
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position, and the honorable member could
at least vote as f~r as possible for what he
believed. If the honorable member believed
gambling to be an evil he ought to vote to
the utmost extent possible for its suppression. In doing that he would at least demonstrate his consistencv.
In connexion
with the question now
dispute he quite
agreed w'ith the attitude the Government
had taken up, that they would give no further explanations. He thought that if the
Government made no further explanations
they would make the Bill much clearer than
they had done in the past.
Mr. MACKEY.-That is the unkindest cut
of all.
Mr. ANSTEY said it would be remembered that in connexion with clause 2 I he
moved the elimination of certain words, and
the amendment was carried. Next day there
was a great sensation in the newspapers
about the so-called prohibition of betting,
which it was said the amendment brought
about, rund the Minister of Lands gave an
explanation to the daily press with regard
to the matter.
The honorable gentleman
said-

betting, but for horse-racing, betting being
purely auxiliary, and that therefore they did not
come under the portion of the clause marked
"2," and that it is not the principal object, or
one of the principal objects, of a racing club
to enable its members to make wa~ers among
one another, and that therefore the section did
not apply to race-courses.
"For these reasons it seemed to me that the
words that were eliminated from the clause were
worse than surplusage.

"The section provides that 'any house, office,
room or place which is used (I) for the playing
therein of any unlawful game, or (2) which is
used principally for the purpose of enabling
persons to bet therein or thereon . . . . or (3)
which is occupied by any company or club
having for its principal object, or one of its
principal objects, the enabling of shareholders
or members thereof to make wagers or bets . . .
shall be deemed to be a common gaming house.'
I realized that betting was not an 'unlawfu1
game'--

include it in every other clause in the Bill. Not
only that, but to include it in every section 6f
the Police Offences Act to which the definition
of place is made to apply. The proviso was
therefore omitted as being not merely redundant, but dangerous to racing clubs.

in

So it seemed that a number of gentlemen
skilled in the law, assisted by a highly-paId
public servant, were pushing into the lBill
words which were mere surplusage, yet any
one who objected was charged with obstructing the Bill.
At least honorable
members now had the satisfaction of knowing that there was a lot of stuff in the Bill
that was sheer nonsense which the Government did not understand themselves, and
which they struck out because they did not
understand. He would at this stage oertainly advise the Government, in order to
make the 'Bill quite plain to the generaJ
public, and possibly to the Government
themsel ves, to take the original Bill and
mark on it all their amendments, showing
what they had struck out themselves, and
then go on to show the forty or fi fty pages
During the debate I scanned the whol~ clause
very carefully, and I came to the conclusion of further amendments which they had prothat the proviso was unnecessary, and would, in posed, and then proceed to show the pages
fact, be injurious to race-courses.
of amendrpents on those amendments, and
And because it was injurious to race-courses finallv to show how the Bill left Committhe honorable gentleman accepted his (Mr. tee-trying to explain by some cinematographic arrangement what the Bill was like
Anstey's) amendment.
The Minister of
Mr. MACKEY.-Yes, I still take the same when it was finished.
Lands,
in
his
explanation
to
the press, conview.
tinued:Mr. ANSTEY sruid the Minister of Lands
" Since the word 'place' is defined broadly in
was at least adhering to the opinion on this
the Bill in clause Ii, if by a proviso in clause
question which he expressed a fortnight 21
it were declared not to include a race-course
ago-on this question, at any rate, the hon- then by inference it could be fairly held (on the
orable g.entleman was unchanged, although well-known legal principle that the exclusion in
he had changed on every other clause of the one case would imply inclusion in all other
that as it was deemed necessary by ParBill. The Minister went on to explain to cases)
liament to exclude race-course from the meanthe press as follows:ing of 'place' in one section it was intended to

Mr. MACKEY. - Undoubtedl y .
Mr. ANSTEY.and that, therefore, race-courses did not come
under the portion of the clause marked 'I';
that race-cours'es are not used principally for

It was not because the proviso was bad
in itself or injurious to the general community that it was eliminated, but because
it was dangerous to racing clubs, and any-thing that was dangerous to racing clubs
had to be eliminated from the Bill. The
honorable gentleman continued"The ohief draftsnpn and myself agreed on
Friday morning that if it were advisable to explicitly exclude race-courses from the meaning
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of 'place' it should be done in section 17, where
'place' is defined as follows:In Part IV. of the Police Offences Act 1890 ,
and in this uivision (gaming), the word "place,"
wherever occurring, shall mean any place
whatsoever', whether within a building or not,
whether upun land or water, and whether private
property or otherwise,
"You can say," saiu the Minister, in conclusion," that it is not, and never has been, the
intention of the Government to prohibit betting
on race-courses,"

Now he came to new clause DD, which was
an amendment on the original Bill. This
clause went on to make clear what was perfectly clear before, and it was also to put
in legal phraseology the explanations of
the Chief Secretary of the explanations
which the honorable gentleman had previousl v made.
After some discussion
on the proposal, it was suggested
that it should be withdrawn, and after
consultation among the Government they
agreed that as this proposed amendment
was useless, unnecessary, senseless, and
" dangerous to racing clubs," it should be
withdrawn. Afterwards they altered their
minds again, and had another legal consultation on the subject. Now, what object
could the Government have in proposing the
clause again? If there was any object in
moving it at all, surelY it should be explained. Why could not the Chief Secretary get up and say, "I confess I do not
understand the Bill or the amendment that
I am moving."
Mr. ~L<\cKEY.-"Vould that satisfy you?
Mr. AXSTEY said yes, bec~u~e he
would accept it as a correct statement.
It should not be said that a thinO' was an
explanation when it was well kn~wn that
it was not. If the elimination made 'from
clause 2 I was a good thing, and if it
inerely remm'ed surplus words, why should
it not be adhered to? How would it do to
put up a notice, as in the Opera House
when the next artist was coming on the
scene, saying, " The Minister of Lands
will now take charge of the Bill;" or "The
Premier will now perform on the Bill?"
Mr. MACKEY.-Or a skirt dance by the
honorable member.
Mr. ANSTEY said that would be more
satisfactorily done by the Premier. He
(Mr. Anstey) merely rose to assist the
Chief Secretary, the Minister of Lands,
and the Premier in the elucidation of the
Bill. He did not profess to understand it
any more than those gentlemen did, but
he had the courage to admit that he did
not understand it. Those 'Ministers should
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have also admitted it. He did not follow
the leader of the Opposi60n in demanding
an explanation. It was not fair to ask
anyone to ~o that which wa(impossible.
If the question went to a vote, he must
vote with the Government out of sheer
sympathy.
:Mr. PRENDERGAsT.--I am going to vote
for the clause.
:Mr. BENT.-I bet you you will not go to
a vote.
Mr. BOYD.-Is this a "place"? "
Mr. SANGSTER said that it was intended by the Government that nothing
should be 'wagered upon except the speed
of a racehorse, and only when people
were looking on. No one was to bet except on a race-course; If it was to be
lawful to bet on race-courses, surely betting
should be allowed at other places as well.
There were people who went to races for
nothing but to bet, and they made their
living by it; they laid the odds, and they
carried bags, with their names on them. If
the clause were passed, these men would
have their address on the hags in ~he
'future so that people would know where
to find them ,vhen thev wanted them. If
it were true that people would bet, why
should they not be allowed to do it without Q"oing -to a race-course? There were
hundreds of people in Victoria who liked
to make a little wager, and it would be
hetter to allow them to make it with a
licensed bookmaker.
He did not know
whether the V.R.C. would be able to turn
anv man off Flemington race-course who
was not licensed, for it appeared by the
clause th'at anyone would be able to bet
on race-courses. If betting was to be a.llowed on race-courses, it should be allowed
elsewhere under proper supervision. The
Government had said over and over again
that betting could not be stopped, and why
should they not take it under their wing,
and license the bookmakers, and allow
them to Iav the odds on the race-course or
any where- else, on racing days? People
who had not time to go to the races should
be allowed to bet as well as those who went
to the races. The intention of the Government was, no doubt, that' betting should be
allowed on horse racing only, but, according to the clause, betting could be carried
on on anything on a race-course when races
were being held. People would be allowed
to bet On a dog race, or anything whatever_
Thev would be able to go to a race-course,
and bet on foot races, or other snorts, to
be held at some other place. If it was
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the intention of the Government that betting· should take place on horse racing only,
the clause should be amended.
Mr. BOYD said the leader of the Opposition expressed some anxiety to know
what his (Mr. Boyd's) game was in adopting the attitude he had taken up. He
wanted to get a declaration from the Committee that they were in 'favour of gambling on race-courses. When the honorable member for Ballarat East, with his
Puritanical training and feelings, declared
that he believed in betting on race-courses,
and in regulating it, that was the strongest
argument that could be found in favour of
the totalizator in regard to which he (Mr.
Boyd) intended to submit a proposal later
on.
Mr. MURRAY said the Committee were
aware what they were doing in passing this
clause, namel v. that they were affirming
the legality of betting on race-courses. He
was entirely in favour of that, and had
always been. Betting could not be entirely
suppressed, but the Committee ought to
take the most intelligent steps possible for
the judicious control of it. When the Bill
became law, betting would be legal on racecourses j but what authority would the
various clubs have over the bookmakers?
He did not know whether it was intended
to give the clubs power to charge the bookmakers licence-fees.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzrov).-Your
board of control can deal with that.
Mr . MURRAY said it could deal with
it, but if the Committee failed in obtaining a board of control, provision ought to
be made in the Bill to enable the racing
clubs to license bookmakers, the amount of
the fee to be approved by the Governor in
Council. He understood that the clubs
could not insist on the bookmakers paying
fees for betting on the race-courses. 'That
was the position, he believed, with the
V.R.C., and he supposed that it applied to
the other racing clubs. It was not desirable to have all sorts of men betting on
race-courses. He was very sorry to see the
way in which the Chief Secretarv had been
treated to-night. The honorable gentleman had not r&"''''eived ·fair treatment, and
he had always been willing to give expTanations when asked. Considering that the
honorable gentleman had had no experiencE'
of turf matters, he had shown oonsiderablegrasp of the p.roposals -in the Bill; he had
made a verv clear speech on the second
reading of ·the Bill, and since· then had
shown an unruffled temper when treated
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in a vexatious and harassing manner.
He would ask the Government, now that it
was proposed to declare betting on racecourses to be legal, to( consider whether
steps should not also be taken to centro I
that betting. This could only be done by
giving fhe racing clubs certain powers to be
exercised under the authority of the Governor in Council-that was unless the honorable member for Melbourne was successful in carrying his proposed new clause.
There was no honorable member who wished
to see objectionable characters plying the.
vocation of lxlokmakers.
There were
many very honorable men among the bookmakers, but, at the same time, there were
a considerable number of black sheep. That
class of bookmaker would be largely increased, unless the clubs were given some
Every reputable
power of preventing it.
bookmaker knew that he must be honest
in his transactions, and he believed that the
majority of the bookmakers acted honorably. They carried out very large transactions, and very often when they took the
odds little or no record was made of the
transaction by the backer. It was a matter
of honour with the bookmakers. He had
had many betting transactions with book. makers, and had never had a wrangle or
difference with anv bookmaker over a bet.
What was wanted, however, was that aU
the bookmakers should be of a good class.
An effort was now being made to purify racing, and in order that that purification should
be carried as far as possible, it was necessary for the Government to consider the
suggestion he now made.
Mr. McKENZIE expressed the opinion
that the honorable member for Warrnamlxlol had touched upon an important point.
Owing to a recent decision, it would app~ar
that racing clubs were not now legally per~
mitted to charge fees to bookmakers.
Mr. WARDE.-Was that dedsion not given
awing to the greed of the clubs in trving
to get too much?
Mr. McKENZIE said that that would
not affect the law.
He certainly thou.ght
that power should be given under this Bill,
subject to the control of the Governor in
Council, for the clubs to frame by-laws
dealing with this particular subject. Unless that were done, the public would not
be protected, and the bookmakers thems~l ves would not be protected against the
undesirable class of bookmakers.
He
hoped the Government would take the matter into consideration, because he looked
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upon this as one of the most important
questions now remaining to be dealt with in
connexion with the Bill.
The clause was agreed to.
Mr. McGRATH proposed the following
new clauses : A. 'Vhenever a sharebroker sells to any person any share he shall give to the person for
whom .he sold such share and also to the person
to whom he sold such share a Sold Note in
writing signed with his name in the form in the
First Schedule to this Act.
B. 'Vhenever a sharebroker buys a share he
shall giye to the person for whom he has bought
such share and also to the person from whom
he bought 5uch share a Bought Note in writing
signed with his name in the form in the Second
Schedule to this Act.
C. Everv sharebroker shall enter in a book
(hereinafter called Shares Record Book) to be
kept by him a record of every sale or purchase
of shares made by him.
Such recortl shall
show(a) The day and time of every sale or purchase of shares bv him.
(b) The name and desciiption of the person
for whom such shares are sold and
also of the purchaser thereof.
(e) The price paid by the purchaser thereof.
(d) The description of each share bought or
sold and the number of each share.
D. Eyery sharebroker at the request of the
person for whom he has sold or bought any
shares shall permit such person to inspect the
entry in his Shares Record Book of the account
of ;hares so sold or bought for such person.
E. If any sharebroker(a) fails or omits to give a Sold Note or
Bought Note to any person entitled
thereto pursuant to this Act, or
(b) does not keep a Shares Record Book as
required by this Act or fails or omits
to make any entry therein as required
by this Act, or
(e) inserts in any Bou~ht Note or Sold Note
or in the Shares Record Book any
false name or any false entry of any
of the matters hereby required to be
entered in the said Notes or book. or
(d) does not as required by this Act permit
any person to inspect the entries in
his Shares Record Book of the
account of shares sold or bought by
him far such person,
he shall for every such offence be liable to a
penalty not exceeding One hundred pounds and
not less than Five pounds, and upon a third
conviction under this section for anv offence he
shall in addition to such penalty be- disqualified
from ever after carrying on the business of a
sharebroker.
" Sharebroker " means any person who
exercises or carries on the business of
buying: selling transferring or dealing
in shares, whether on commission or
for any fee or reward, but shall not
include a..ny licensed auctioneer who
sells shares by public auction only:
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" Shares" means and includes shares stock
or other proprietary interest in .any
registered or incorporated company
whatsoever :
"Spec. selling" means selling shares not
held by the seller or authorized to sell
at time of sale.

He said the object of these clauses was to
prohibit that form 0'£ share gambling- which
was known as spec. selling. He wished to
assist the Government in improving the Bill,
and he desired to eliminate from the Stock
Exchange and from mining generally the
gambling element which was so prevalent in
it to-day. He was not one of those who
believed that mining speculation was similar
to gambling an a race-course. It was true
that money was often invested in a mine,
so as to give an opportunity for an individual to become wealthy, or to greatly increase his capital, but that was not done
at the expense of some one else.
Where
mining was looked upon as a genuine investment, he had no desire to interfere with
it, but he believed that where the element
of gambling came into it, that gambling
element should be recognised as an evil,
and an endeavour should be made to eliminate the gambliqg spirit on the Stock
Exchange as well as on the race-course. In
his opinion, no Bill to suppress gambling
was comp"Iete unless it dealt with the spec.
selling of shares on the Stock Exchange.
Some people might say that it was onlv a
specr.Iation, and that it was different from
gambling on the race-course. He had endeavoured to get a few authorities to substantiate his view. He believed that spec.
selling was mainly a gamble.
Not much
had been written about it, but he had before him an article in the National Review,
by J\h. John Flower, in which the writer
saidIt is when we come to consider the Stock Exchange as a theatre of legally authorized
gambling transactions that we are brought face
to face with its most glaring deficiencies,
whether in relation to its internal economy as
regards the interests of its members, or concerning its obligations to the public. The enormous volume of these df'alings, as compared
with purely investment business, makes it of the
first importance that they should be conducted
on a sound and well regulated system, under
rules the wisdom of which is indisputable. The
love of gambling is inherent in the human race,
and no amount of preaching or legislation will
extirpate it. The race-course and the Stock Exchange are its largest recognised fields of
activity, but with the former we have no concern in this article. Bv a legal fiction it has
been held that a purchase of stock ",,-hich entitles the buyer to demand delivery is not
properly a gambling transaction, and I am willing to waive the point, and call it a speculation.
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But this speculation for the rise and fall is
what I mean by spen.king of these dealings as
legally authorized gambling.

He (Mr. McGrath) now submitted a series
of clauses for the purpose of dealing with
this evil, and to prevent spec. selling. For
the benefit of those honorable members who
might not know what spec. selling meant, he
might state that it was largely resorted to
by mining directors, some of whom slept
upon the mine for the purpose of obtaining
first information. They knew when a new
development was expected to take place,
when a bore was going down to prove the
wash, or when they expected to strike the
reef. They obtained that information, and
if the deveiopment was not up to expectation, they immediately sent a telegram
a\\'av, and ordered their broker to dispose
of ~ few thousand shares-shares which
they did not possess. Very often they did
something which, if done in any other business concern, would render them liable to
be sent to gaol. They inflated the number
of shares from, say, 30,000 to 50,000, and
placed on the market 20,000 shares which
did not exist. They did that because they
had certain information which other shareholders were unable to obtain.
Mr. WARDE.-Is that within the law at
the present time-?
.
Mr. McGRATH said they did it, and
the law did not interfere.
A good deal
had been heard during the discussion on
this Bill as to the number of Suicides,
murders, and other crimes which followed
from gambling on the race-course, and in
his short knowledge of mining exchanges,
he had seen a few suicides occasioned bv
this evil of spec. selling, where men had
resorted to it in the endeavour to make a
rise by aepressing the market, and leading the genuine shareholders to belie\'e that
there was something wrong with the mine,
under which belief they would' sell their
shares at a low price. When matters did
not eventuate as they expected, these spec.
sellers had often been financiallv ruined,
and manv suicides had occurred in CODnexion WIth the business. Not only that,
bU(t ~any legitimate investors had been
ruined bv the operations of these men.
Cases had occurred in which men had combined together to pull down the price of
shares from, say, lOS. to 5S., and this was
often done by means of fictitious sales
among the various brokers on the Exchange,
in which not a single share really changed
hands, and the newspapers . next day
gave the quotations as though the sales had
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been genuine.
The result was that the
genuine investor was led to believe that
some one had prior information, a:nd that
something had gone wrong in the mine, and
he therefore placed his shares in the hands
of his broker for sale, and in this way assisted the spec. seller to still further depress
the value of the shares, and to buy in all
the shares he wanted at a much lower price
Somethan othenvise would be possible.
of the members of the Stock Exchange had
complained of the proposals which he was
now putting forward, because he proposed,
amongst other things, that they must keep
a record book. in which must be entered
the time at which they sold the shares, and
whose shares they were before they were
sold.
He believed that that was a perfectI y legitimate provision.
I t would
enable the dient when he placed his shares
in the hands of a broker to be quite satisfied that they had been sold at the prices
stated by the broker, because he would be
able to demand to see the record of the
sale.
He would also be able to see whose
shares he was buying, and it would be impossible for the broker to say that the
shares had been bought from some one else.
It would also enable the genuine investing
public to find out when some of the' directors were selling their shares.
AlthOugh
the directors might only own 100 or 200
shares, it was well known that in nearly
every case they received early information
as to what took place at the mine, and
sometimes a considerable time elapsed before that information was given to the
If these clauses were carried, it
public.
would prevent men who were placed in a
position of trust as directors from trafficking on first information. It seemed to him
that it was a, perfectly legitimate and fair
proposal that steck brokers should be compelled to keep a record book, and that the
client should have full and free access to
it, in order that he might know exactly the
time when the shares were bought, how
much was given for them, and whose shares
they were.
It had been argued that if
these provisions were adcpted, they w~H.Jd
interfere with speculation.
In an article
which appeared in the Argus of 8th October, dealing with the question of spec. selling, it was statedThere is ~'forward" buying and "short"
selling of metals, of wheat, of cotton, and of
almost every article produced on a large scale.
Is the "spec." seller on the Stock Exchange to
be singled out for special treatment?
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He had a few articles in connexion with a price upon which the shares were quoted
forward selling, and he desired to quote at the time. In the circular he referred to,
them. In an article in the Contemporary the broker distinctly declared he did not buy
Review in 1894 the following appeared : - a share. In fact, the statement was made
"You have no fear of calls." The evils. of
Mr. Davis declares t,hat more wheat has been
nominally sold in New York in one day than option dealing were known in other councould be delivered in twelve months. The com- tries. It surprised him that the Ministry
missions to brokers on fictitious sales of wheat, which talked about wppressing gamblin';
he complains, reached 5,000,000 dols. per had not heard of this individual in Collinsannum, to say nothing of margins, and he believes that this great sum comes out of the street, and had not thought it fit to bring
pockets of the farmers, while it is only a small in legislation to suppress this form of
proportion of the loss which they suffer under gambling.
the option system.
Mr. PR,ENDERGAST.-If it were up in the
One of the reasons he had introduced this Trades Hall it would be suppressed all
question of spec. selling was because there right.
Mr. McGRATH said it all depended
was a great outcry against the man who invested his shilling on the tate, and where a person came from. If it was the
the man who desired to put a shil- Stock Exchange or the V.R.C. it was all
ling on a horse In a betting shop, right.
'Mr. BOYD.-Surelv YOU would not comto the
and did not want to go
race-course to invest. That man ,"vas called pare the Stock Exchange with the Trades
a scoundrel and a blackguard, and was Hall ?
Mr. McGRATH said he certainly would
designated as a scoundrel and blackguard
bv those who framed the Bill.
A m:H1 not. He had met gentlemen at the Trades
w-ho went to the Stock Exchange, and dealt Hall, and he could not characterize some of
in that which he did not possess, and who the persons on the Stock Exchange as
He would rather go to the
brought ruin to thousands of homes, was a gentlemen.
respected and honoured member of society. Ascot race-course, despite the bad name
The individual who Dut his shilling on -a pony race-courses receiyed from the honortote was called a scoundrel, but the shilling able member for Warrnambool, and invest
was his own, and he did not do anyone any his money there than invest it on the Stock
harm if he lost it. If there was to be legis- Exchanges. He would get a fairer run for
lation against gambling, let the legislation his money at the Ascot race-course than at
In the circular he
be uniform. If honorable members ,vere the Stock Exchange.
sincere in their endeavours to sup- had referred to, the following appeared : What is option-contract?
It is a conpress gambling, they should go to the
very root of the whole matter. He had tract between broker and client in respect of an
anticipated margin of market value for certain
shown that if in America the production of mining
stock.
Under it YOU acquire a right of
wheat was one million bushels, that wheat call or demand upon me for prompt payment of
was sold ninety times over, because of this any incrementsystem of gambling.
The speculators Let honorable members remember that. A
bought the wheat, and had no expectation person could not demand the production of
of ever having that wheat delivered to them. the shares. A man simplY got the difference
They bought it to be delivered on a certain between the price of tI~e shares when he
date, and according to the price of the wheat paid for his option, and the price at the
on that date they made a profit or a loss. time fixed.
The extract continuedThere was another form of gambling in or difference in value that may ensue on or
connexion with the Stock ExChange known as be created by a rising market, within a fixed
option dealing. He had not heard of it very period, for the stock named, and the number of
frequently on our Victorian Exchanges, but shares specified, in the contract.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-What are
he had a circular issued by a gentleman on
the subject whom he would not name, be- you reading from?
Mr. McGRATH said he ""as quoting
cause he did not intend to give him a free
advertisement. He (Mr. McGrath) thought from a circular isued b\" A. H. Gaudin,
this was the worst form of gambling- even share and options broker, 178 Collinsworse than spec. selling. The statement in street, Melbourne. He (Mr. McGrath)
the circular showed distinctly that it was supposed it was quite respectable to
purely a gamble. The broker would sell a gamble in Collins-street, but it was not
man an option, the man paying so much per respectable to gamble in Tattersall's Club
cent. on the shares-a percentage valued at or any other club in Bourke-street. The
Mr. McGrath.
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Government were very anxious to suppress
gambling in Bourke-street, and apparently
they \-liQuId let this form of option gambling exist, because it was located in ColThis man, Gaudin, to sum
lins-street.
the matter up, simply bet with a client
that shares would .not rise and the client
bet that they would rise. The client paid
him a percentage.
If the shares rose the
client got his profit.
He (l\1r. McGrath)
wot:.ld
be
more
satisfied
that
he
would get his money from the bookmaker
than from the gentleman in Collins-street.
To give an illustration, he would assume
there was a mine called the Golden Gate.
If a broker had sold an option of 10,000
shares in that mine, and the s.hares showed
an inclination to rise, then what was done
in other Stock Exchanges in the world was
that a number of men on the Stock Exchange got together, and fictitious sales
took place. Fictitious values were created
to depress the price of shares so that those
who had paid the options would not receive any profit.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Horse-racing
is more respectab:e.
I~fr. ~IcGRATH said he believed it
was.
When a person pulled a horse he
had the chance of being disqualified for
a life time.
The worst thing; that was
ever done with these gamblers in shares
was that after they had probably compounded with their creditors time and
again, they mi£ht be expelled from some
Stock Exchanges. This form of gamhling on options was legalized in Victoria, notwithstanding the great evils
that existed on account of it 111
other countries.
Gambling in cotton,
wheat, and all other commodities took
pla-ce in America, and the evil was insidiously growing in Victoria.
There ,,'as
a Gaming Suppression Bill, but no attempt was made to suppress gambling on
the Stock Exchanges.
All that was attempted to suppress was the form of gamhling, which consisted 0'£ individuals putting
a shilling on the tote when thev could not
g€'t to the race-COlUse.
He had known
('ases where brokers had gone from Melbourne, and had done their spec. selling
in Ballarat.
Of course, he was onlv
speaking from hearsav. but he believed
the infonnation was reliable.
In cases
where two brokers had been oversold to a
certain' amount theV/ had gone to the
Ballarat Stock Exchange, and in c611mion
had knocked the price of shares down from
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18s. to 13S. without a share changing hands.
The result was that those persons who had
shares in the mine thought something was
wrong, and they sent word to the brokers
to sell out at 13s. Thus the brokers were
enabled to buy the shares back themselves
at I3s., to cover up their deficiencies, and
to make a profit of 5s. on each share.
There was a good deal of hypocrisy at
the present time on the question of gambling. He would give an illustration of
what occurred to him.
One of his constituents wrote to him, asking him to vote
for all the clauses in the Gaming Suppression Bill. This person preached on Sunday against gambling in all its forms. He
(Mr. McGrath) saw his constituent at the
Stock Exchange one day, and rem.arked to
a friend, "What is so-and-so doing here?"
His friend replied, "Buying 500 shares in
a mine." He (Mr. McGrath) said to himself, ". That preacher does not think there
is any harm in gambling on the Stock
Exchange, though he thinks it is a great
evil on race-courses." The person he was
referring to used his position as· newspaper
correspondent to write unfair, glowing accounts of the position of the mine, thus inflating the values of the shares ,until they
reached 26s.
The man then disposed of
his shares.
Then he again wrote unfair
reports, decrying the mine, because he
wanted to buy his shares again at a low
figure.
When the man visited the mine
the manager threatened to kick him off the
lease.
A lot of people were not sincere
in professing to stop gambling. They desired' to stop the poor man putting his
shilling on the tote, and were prepared to
go to the Stock Exchange themselves, and
use their positions as reporters and directors to gamble without anv let or hindrance
and ruin thousands of People.
The fol ~
lowing was an extract from Rowntree:It has been suggested that gambling could be
• almost entirely put an end to wer·e sellers of
shares to be compelled to hand In the name of the
possessor or the numbers of bonds where bonds
are sold. Undoubtedly this would stop every
kind of free handed gambling, exc~pt by way
of option.

That was the very proposal he (1\1r.
:McGrath) was now making, and he thought
he \vas following in good footsteps in making his proposal. The clauses were copied
from a Bill introduced bv the hpnorable
member for Allandale and the honorable
member for Maryborough.
That measure
was a Bill to license and regulate stock
and sharebrokers.
There was a clause in
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that Bill in connexion with licensing shareMr. BOYD said he would give an illusbrokers, which he (Mr. McGrath) had not tration of what he meant. He might go to
incorporated in his proposals, but if the a broker and ask him to sell a number of
Premier was going to license bookmakers shares for him, and when the broker had
he might take up the question of sold the shares the broker would ask him,
licensing stock and share brokers. He after a certain time, to supply the shares.
(Mr. :McGrath) did net see why auc- In the meantime he might have bought the
tioneers and tobacconists should have shares, and now be able to supply the
to pay so much a year for the right broker with them.
Mr. OUTTRIM. - If those provisions are
to ply their trades while the brokers went
scot free.
I f brokers were licensed some passed, when you instruct the broker to
thousands of pounds per year could be sell the shares you must give the numbers.
obtained in revenue. He was desirous that
Mr. McLEOD. - Supposing the instruchis proposals should be passed, so that tions are by telegram?
persons carrying on spec. selling should be
Mr. OUTTRIM. - The numbers can be
liable to a good, stiff fine for selling that given by telegram just as well.
which they did not own or possess. The
Mr. McLEoD.-Or by cable from Lonpractice· caused the closing up of many don?
the
ruining of
many
mines, and
Mr. BOYD said a greaJt deal or business
homes. He had very much pleasure in was done by telegram, and the honorable
submitting his proposals, and he trusted the member for Maryborough knew that in that
Committee would accept them.
case these provisions would be thoroughly
Supposing the instructions
j.fr. 'BOYD remarked that there might be impracticable.
a good deal in what the honorable member went so far as to include the numbers, and,
for Grenville stated with regard to spec when delivery was given, wrong numbers
selling, but the question had two sides, and were on the shares, would it make any difif the object was to abolish the evil, then ference to the buver if there was a m'istake
all he could say was that the amendment in the numbers, ~s long as the shares \vere
would leave the evil just as if stood to-day. correct?
Mr. ANSTEY.-If you get delivery, it does
The only person the amendment would
affect would be the broker who sold for not matter about an error in numbers.
Mr. BOYD said the ultimate result of
other people.
:Mr. McLEoD.-The man who sells le- spec selling was that the shares must be
gitimately.
delivered when thev were demanded bv the
Mr. BOYD said the amendment would purchaser. The d'ifficulty with which the
only affect the man who sold legitimately, honorable member for Grenville wished to
and would not affect in any sense the prin- deal would be got over very largely by the
cipal who operated through the broker. He purchasers of shares demanding their scrip
might go to a broker without being pos- \vithin a reasonable time-say, three days
sessed of a solitary share and say, "Sell of the date on which they were bought. If
purchasers of stock would allow the stock
I ,000 shares in a certain mine for me."
This amendment would not touch the man to remain in the hands of a broker for an
indefinite period, it gave others the oppor\vho did that.
tunity to gamble with the shares in the
::\11'. OUTTRIM.-Won't it?
The definition of "spec. sell~Ir. BOYD said the honorable member mearit'ime.
for Maryborough had evidently not read ing" in the proposed new clauses was
"selling shares not held by the seller or
the c1 a uses.
He
Mr. OUTTRIM.-Read them carefullv. authorized to sell at time of sale."
'iVhat about the numbers of the shares? - took it that that \vould apply purely to the
man who sold the shares, and \YQuld not
~Ir. BOYD said the numbers of the
shares would have been given on the sale- touch the principal, so that a man who was
not a member of the Stock Exchange could
note.
Mr. OUTTRIM. - "Vhat about its not go to any broker and ask him to sell shares
to any extent,' although he was not possessed
touching the man who has no shares?
of the shares. He was prepared I to a.dmit
Mr. BOYD said the honorable member that undue spec selling \ras just as injuknew more about the business of a broker rious to the holders of legitimate stocks in
than that interjection would imply he did. mines, or any other business, as undue gamMr. OUTTRIM.-I have been a broker for bling was on, say, illega.l totalizators or Chithirty -fi ve years.
nese lotteries, or things of that kind.
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An HONORABLE l\1EMBER.-Or "spec."ing wheat.
Mr. BOYD said that was SO, but the
spec. seller had a certain use. 'fake the
case of a number of directors who, with a
mine manager, had certain information that
the public were not possessed of, and who
were determined to force the shares down
by bearing the market, or to force the shares
up by bulling the market. The public, not
having any knowledge whether the movement in the shares was a genuine one or
not, would go in and buy or sell because
they saw the directors buying or selling, as
the case might be. The public were let in,
and were the mugs. The spec. seller, as a
rule, was a man who followed the operations
of the market.
a rule, the spec. seHer
knew the developments that took place in
the different mines. He would watch caretully every operation of the mine, and when
he saw an attempt made to unduly" boost"
the shares in any company, he would feel
convinced that the shares had risen above
what ought to be the normal price, and then
he went on the market without possessing
any shares; but he said to himself, "These
shares have gone high enough, and the price
cannot stand, and I am goinR;' to sell."
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-He backs his
judgment. That is gambling.
Mr. BOYD said the man who did that
would have to pav if he lost; but how
did that differ from any other business deal
a person could go into?
Mr. BEARD.-It is all roguery, and you
think the man is a fool that has not a hamd
in it. .
:Mr. BOYD said it did not matter whether
a man sold what he had got or had not got,
SO long as he had to provide what he sold.
Mr. PRENOORGAST ..-.IBut that creates an
aJdificial scarcity.
Mr. BOYD said the spec. seller had his
use. An'attempt was made, say, by one or
two men, or a dozen men, to do what was
called bull the shares in a particular company. 'The spec. seller went in and levelled
the market down by selling what he had not
got, and the men who were trying to fleece
people in one direction were prevented from
doing so bv the spec. seller coming in and
selling against the men who were trying to
force the market up. The time must come
when the shares would find their proper
level.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-I thought you were going
to say when this Bill goes through.
Mr. BOYD said the shares would find
their proper level, and then whoever had
Session 1906-[97]
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made a loss by the operation had either to
pay up or provide the scnp. If the man
had the scrip, and provided it, he might
have lost or ~ained by the transaction, but
that was his own affair, and he (Mr. bOy<J/
did not see that it affected the community.
As long as there was any dealing in shares
it would not be possible to prevent spec.
selling, as it was called, and it was no more
injurious to the community to sell shares
in that way than 'Qperating in wheat or cotton values, or, in this country, buying oats
before they were grown. That was an ordinary every-day business operation.
Mr. BEARD.-Hear, hear! Good old private enterprise.
.1\1r: BOYD said the same thing would
eXIst If we had good old Government socialistic enterprise.
One had to provide for
certain contracts, say, in respect of oats, for
a foreign market.
These contracts were
being entered into now, although the oats
were not harvested. What was that but
spec. selling in another form? But was.
not that the ordinary operation of trade?
Mr. BRoMLEy.-Gambling.
Mr. BOYD said there might be an element of gambling. in it.
Mr. PRENDE.RGAST .-Do you think it is
the scarcity of an article that regulates the
price?
Mr. BOYD said that scarcity tentatively
regulated the price, but there must be side
issues.
A corner might take place, or c.er"
tam operatIons on the market might have
the effect of creating a scarcity that did not
reall y exist.
Mr. PRENDERGAST .-An artificial scarcity
is created.
Mr. BOYD.-Yes; or, On the other hand
the operations on the market might ('Ieal~
a glut that did not really exist. It ail de.
pended on the way in which the :>perations
were taking place.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - And the purcha'3er
does not profit by it. The man \vho does
the spec. selling is the one \vho makes all
the money out of it.
Mr. BOYD said the spec. seller fre-'
quently lost. He would put a similar case:
Supposing a man in the grain trade entered
in~o a contract now, ~lieving there
gOlong to be a good harvest, and the contract was with South Africa or China or
Japan. . The TI?,an would contract to supply
a certam quantIty of oats out of the coming
season's crop, and he would have to fulfil
that contract at a certain price. The operator would enter into that contract believing that the harvest would yield sufficient

was

Gaming

[ASSEMBLY.]

oats to enable him to buy oats at a certain
rate, in order to supply his contract. Supposing the harvest failed, the man would
then be gambling with the weather. If the
harvest failed, the operator \yould have to
go abroad and buy oats, and might lose by
the transaction.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-There is a proper or
regular price. The bull creates an artifidal
increase in price, and the bear creates an
artificial decrease.
Mr. ANsTEY.-The man who oversells depresses the price, and ·robs all the farmers
in the country.
Mr. BOYD said he had tried to find out
what the real genuine actual proper price
of an article was.
Mr. MURRAy.-Is the price of shares de~
pendent in any way on the weather or season?
Mr. BOYD said he was using that instance as an analogy.
lUr. MURRAy.-I do not see the analogy.
:Mr. BOYD said the honora;ble member
for Grenville used the illustration to show
that the same principle operated in the purchase of cotton futures and wheat futures
as in selling shares that a person did not
possess.
He (Mr. Boyd) was. using the
illustration to show the other SIde of the
.:argument. An attempt had been made to
.define what was the actual price of an
article, but he was unable to understand
~xactly what was meant. The only way in
which the price of an article could be defined, so far as he could see, was by ascertaining how much one could get for it.
'That was the only legitimate way to fix the
:price.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - There is the fair
price. An article can be a!tificially .dear .or
.artificially cheap. There IS the faIr pnce
;at which people are able to buy for the use
of people who consume, but somebody steps
in and corners the article.
Mr. BOYD said those were only relative
terms. Under no circumstances could one
fix a price and s.ay that that wa~ the real
correct and proper price that should be
paid for the article. The honorable member
meant that the price of the article ought to
be based upon the cost of production plus
the reasonable profit of the man who liad
bought.
Mr. PRIENDERGAST.-I mean the price that
is paid on the basis of what is required for
actual use, not the price that is causeu by
the man who stores the article away and
creates an artificial scarcity.
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Mr. BOYD said that in dealing with
shares the matter was different, as the rise
and fall of the market might be due to an
important development in the mine which
justified the variation in price, or the holders
of the shares might want to send them up
to an exorbitant price, so that they could
get out, and leave the purchasers, who had
late news of the development in the mine,
to buy at a higher price than the yields from
the mine 'would justify. The spec. seller
was the man who came in and prevented that.
He saw the shares were above their value,
.and he took the risk of coming in and selling against those who were trying to
" foist" the market. If the development
was genuine, and shares went higher, he
stood to lose. He (Mr. Boyd) could see no
difference between the ordinary operations
that took place on the exchange with regard to spec. selling, and those that took
place in the ordinary market in dealing
with the ordinary produce of Ojlr natural
industries.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
he had not the advantage o'f listening to all
the observations of the honorable member
for Grenville, as he was called outside on
a matter of urgent business, and was not
aware that the honorable member had
started. He heard the honorable member
give a few instances 1n support of his contention that spec. selling was a mode of
carrying on business in the Stock Exchanges that required legislating for. The
honorable member gave an instance where
shares, whose market value was I8s., were
reduced to I3S. by the operations of two
brokers, and left honorable members to infer that those brokers did not have any
scrip, but that they made fictitious ~ales to
each other, which had the effect o'f knocking the value down to I3s.
The honorable member stated that sometime during
the progress of that transaction the holders
of the shares at a distance had taken alarm
and poured their shares into the market.
In the meantime those two brokers kept
buying the shares that were bang put on
the market at the low rates to which the v
had succeeded in knocking them dO'W'I1,
and, subsequently, the shares were boomed
up again, he presumed by those two
brokers, to I8s.
He did not for a moment throw a doubt on the honorable member's statement that this was done.
Mr. l\fCGRATH.-That was not correct.
Thev sold at I8s.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
he understood now the two brokers sold at
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18s., and then knocked the shares down to
the lower rate, and got them at that lower
rate, so as to be able to supply their orders
at 18s. That might be possible on an exchange where there were only two or three
brokers, but everybody knew that, in addition to the large number of brokers who
were members of a Stock Exchange, there
were a great many men who dealt in
shares who did broking upon the flags.
They were not members of the Exchange,
but they were equally as reputable to do
business with as members of the Stock Exchange, and 'those men 'were as keenly
alive to the prospects of a mine as any
mining man in the district. Could honorable members realize for a moment that if
the prospects o'f a mine shmved that the
shares were worth I 8s., the other brokers
were going to allow any two brokers between themselves, by a system of fictitious
sales, to manipulate the market in that
way? Those brokers had to call the shares.
One man said, "I will sell Extended
Hustlers at I5s." The other man said,
"I will take them," but any other broker
was in a position to take them, and would
take good care to take them-Mr. MURRAY.-Would not the number be
limited then?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
there was practically no limit so far as
spec. selling was concerned.
Mr. MURRAY.-Could a man demand
auy great number?
1\1r. A. S. BAILES (Bendz"to East) said
it did not matter if the man only sold 50 or
100. The position was that other men
were ready to buy at a price much above
tht limit that the honorable member for
Grenville said the shares were knocked
down to, and if the prospects of a mine
w3.rranted it, the other brokers would take
precious good care not to allow the shares
to go down. They would keep them up.
1\11'. McGRATH.-There are only a few
people know the prospects of a mine.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
hE: differed with the honorable member
there.
Mr. McGRATH.-The Argus only prints
the information once a fortnight now.
Mr. MURRAY.--The mining reports 'from
Bendigo are not so good as they were a
few years ago.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
the honorable member paid him a very
great compliment-if the honorable meml:r>r meant it. Another instance given by
the honorable member for Grenville was
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The
where shares were selling· at 26s.
cO!Te~pondent for some paper sent false
reports to his paper, with the result that
the shares came down in value, and subsequently that correspondent sent glowing
reports-the honorable member did not say
Vi htl-h'''r they
were false also-and the
_,harp<:; advanced in value. That, however,
had nothing to do with spec. selling.
Mr. McGRATH.-I was dealing with the
hn'ocrisy of those ~en who are protesting
agai1 :st a man investing a shilling.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
b1 no process of reasoning could the inst;l nee given by the honorable member be
connected with spec. selling. The honorable member gave another instance of
directors going up 'from Melbourne to Ballarat, using their position as directors to
acquire information, and then coming in
and operating on the market. He could
not s.peak about Ballarat, for he only
wished, to speak of matters within his own
knowledge. He had a very long experience in mining matters in Bendigo. He
was under the Exchange there for five or
six years, acting as correspondent for one
of the metropolitan papers, and mining reporter for one of the Bendigo pa.pers, and
it was a rarity for any director to be placed
in possession of any in'formatipn before it
was ~ade available to the general public.
Onl y on one or two occasions did it happen that, without an~ connivance whatever
on the- part of the directors, but simply
thlOue;h the negligence of, perhaps, some
i ullior clerk in the legal manager's office,
the information sent in from the mine was
not po~ted at the Beehive, where all the
mining men assembled. The whole matter
. \\'3.S thleshed out by the Stock Exchange
on eyery occasion, so keen were they to
!1revent anything of the sort taking place.
The honorable member for Eaglehawk,
\v1,n had been a legal manager for years,
and who had more experience than any
other honorable member in the management of mines, could state that he never
knew an instance where the directorate
used the information that would come from
the mining manager through the legal manager to their own advantage without the
general public being placed in possession
of it. It was an oft-repeated saying in
Hendign that, times out of number, the
general public knew more about mines than
the legal managers and the directors themselves, and that thev were in possession of
the information even before the directors
were. Dealing with spec. selling, against
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which the honorable member for Grenville
was directing his clauses, the honorable member's contention was that 'nO man had a
r!ght to sell what he was not prepared to
deliver. To his (Mr. Bailes') mind it did
n()t make the slightest di'fference whether
the man had the shares to deliver or not.
Re was offering those shares at the ruling
pI ices, and it made no difference to any
~elson that bought them whether the seller
was ,prepared to deliver them or whether
he had them to deliver or not, because, by
the rules 0'£ the Exchange, those shares
must be deliyered in three days.
l\J r. l\IuRRAY.--If he cannot get them
hew is he going to deliver them?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
thp. point referred to by the honorable
member was prm-ided for. This was one
of the fillIes of the Bendigo Stock Exchange-In all contracts between members, unless the
principals be declared at the time of making the
bargain and inserted in the written contract, the
members shall be held as principals to each
other.

St) that if a broker offered to sell shares in
any company, and another broker took
them, unless thev demanded and agreed to
dIsclose their principals, the transaction
was between them. If he sold to the honorable member for Melbourne without disclosing his principal, the honorable membr~r looked to him for the delivery.
Mr. MURRAy.-Don't they sell without
having a principal?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
spec. selling was very often indulged in.
J t was a good thing to regulate the market, but it was not indulged in to any great
extent.
The only opportunities for spec.
selling presented 'them~elves when there
was an excited market, with values going
up or being depressed by yery great leaps
a,J bounds. Then came in the opportunitv 0'[ the speculative, plucky individual,
who thought that the demand for the
shares, and the prices that were being
offered, were not warranted by the prospects of the mine, and he undertook to sell
to people who wanted to buy 500 or 1,000
at the price then ruling.
Mr. l\IcGRATH.-Don't YOU think that is
a gamble?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).Was not everything a gamble or a speculation ? I f he undertook to buy so manv
tons of flour to-day for the ruling value he
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was specUlating that he would be able to
dispose of it at a profit.
This was another ruleAny member selling stock shall be required to
deliver the same within three days, including
the day of sale and day of delivery, and within
banking hours (for example-stock sold on Tuesday must be delivered before 3 p.m. on the
following Thursday).

If he sold to the honorable member for
Warrnambool 100 New Moons, what did it
matter to the honorable member whether
he (Mr. Bailes) held those New Moon
shares or not, so long as he delivered to
the honorable member within the time
stipulated by the Exchange 100 shares?
Mr. MURRAy.-Suppose you do not deliver?
Mr. A. S. BAlLES (Bendigo East) said
that case was provided for in the rules
also.
1\1r. McGRATH.-But what does it matter to the other shareholders, whose shares
you are selling, when you do not possess
them?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
he was not depreciating the value of the
mine.
Mr :McGRATH.-That is the point. You
do.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo- East) said
then, according to the honorable member's
contention, if he sold shares in a mine that
he did not possess, and thereby depreciat,ed the value of those shares, every man
who legitimately sold shares in his own
name must be depreciating their value.
Mr. BROMLEY.-SO he does.
!\1r. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East)
asked how, then, was it that shares rose
sometimes 20S. in a day, if every man who
was selling the shares that he owned was
deprecia ting the value? He knew the reason why there was often an extraordinary
advance at the end of the day's transact:ons, but no one could tell him that, because a man sold the shares he had got, he
was depreciating the value. There were a
hundred and one reasons why a man
wanted to realize. He might think the
profit he stood to make was sufficient, and
he quite willing to take it. and let somebody else come in and take a greater profit.
Another man sold on a falling market, because he thought shares were going lower.
Mr. MURRAY.-You are speakinO' of men
who actllall y possess the shares.
This
only applies to a man who sells shares he
does not possess.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendi;,o East) said
it mattered very little whether the man
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possessed the shares or not, so long as he
delivered them at the time of delivery.
There was such a thing as prompt delivery.
A sale might be made prompt-meaning
that the shares were to be delivered forthwith.
Mr. MURRAy.-Are there any bad consequences to the man i'f he fails to deliver?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
the provision in the rules that the honorable member was so anxious about was as
follows : In the event of delivery not being made
within the time specified in the foregoing rule,
it shall be optional with the buyer either to pur-chase the stock at the seller's risk, and compel
him to pay the difference in price, if any, or to
refuse such stock absolutely and cancel the sale.

If he spec. sold certain shares to the honorable member, and when the time of delivery took place he (Mr. Bailes) was not
in a position to deliver, and during that
time the shares had advanced in price, he
would have to make up to the honorable
member the difference between the price
of the shares at the time of purchase and
the price they had risen to.
If, they had
gone down in value the honorable .member
.could refuse to complete th~ transaction.
Mr. MURRAy.-It is the s~ares the man
wants.
~fr. A. S. BAILES (Bendi.f!o East) said
that if he wanted the shares he could buy
them.
Mr. MURRAy.-How will it be if there
are none for sale, as happened in a certain case?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
-even in the case the honorable member referred to shares were available, and that
prevented a certain scheme from being car·
ried out.
He had shown how the penalt}
was imposed on anyone who failed to deliver.
A man could either refuse to take
shares if ·they had fallen in value, or could
buy them at the other man's risk, and could
make him pay the difference. There were
thousands, and, in fact, millions of shares
clianging hands every year on the Bendigo
_
'Stock Exchange.
Mr. MURRAy.-Is that the largest Ex-change in the State?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
he did not say that, and the reason why
he mentioned the Bendigo Stock Exchange
was that it was one which he could speak
He knew
.about from his own knowledge.
that the rules of all the Stock Exchanges
were the same. As for the proposal of the
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honorable member for Grenville, the first
schedule required that the day, the hour,
and the minute when shares were bought
should be mentioned, and that the name
and address of the person from whom the
shares were bought, the number of shares
bought, the description of them, and the
amount at which they were bought should
be mentioned.
Mr. BENT.-Is there any Richard Heales
there?
1\1r. A. S. BAILES (Bend£go East) said
it was dead long ago, but it had been a
very fine claim, as the Premier knew. The
honorable member for Grenville proposed
that a penalty should be imposed on any
sharebroker who failed or omitted to give
a sold note or a bought note to any person
entitled to it.
He (Mr. Bailes) had read
the particulars with regard to the bought
note, and he had already stated that millionS of shares changed hands on the Bendigo Stock E~change during the year.
During the whole of the present year there
had been only one solitary case brought
under the notice of the committee of the
Exchange, and that was not a matter of
spec. selling, but some little misunderstanding between the parties.
Mr, MURRAy.-Has there been any complaint by the outside public?
1\1r. A. S. BAILES (Bendif!.o East).None whatever.
The shares that changed
hands on the Bendigo Stock Exchange during th@ year amounted to a great many,
and when there wras a hot market the
turnover in the particular stock on the run
was enormous and raDid.
How, in the
name of goodness, could a ·man who was
buying shares stop in his transaction and
enter up all the particulars in his book that
were required in the first schedule of the
amendment?
Mr. McGRATH.-Some of them do it
now.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) ~aicl
that any of them who did it would have
mighty little brokerage, for they would not
have much opportunitv of doing business
if they had to enter up 'the particulars required in the first schedule.
Mr. COLECHIN.-How does the pawnbroker manage?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
he did not know, but the honorable member might be able to tell the Committee.
Mr. ANSTEy.-What about the bookmaker?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendi~o East) said
the bookie had a clerk to help him, and the
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time at which the bets were made ,vas not
entered. The bookmaker simply put down
some extraordinary hieroglyphics. It would
be absurd and impossible to carry out the
. schedule.
Mr. ANSTEY.-How many of these transactions on the Bendigo Stock Exchange are
genuine?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
they were all genuine.
Every broker kept
books, and the entries were made, but how
could he ru~ away after having sold or
bought some shares from men on "the
flags" to his office to make all the entries
required by the schedule?
The broker
made a rough entry in his pocket-book,
and in the evening, when the Exchange was
closed, he entered the pa,rticulars up in
the proper book, which was open to the
inspection of the public.
The honorable
member for Bendigo West, the honorable
member for Eaglehawk, and himself, were
shown the whole of the books on the Bendigo Stock ExcHange the other day, and
were informed that they were open for inspection at all times.
Evervthing entered
up was entered without any attempt to
mislead anybody.
Mr. MURRAY.-May not the Bendigo
Exchange be properly conducted while
others are not?
~Ir. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
he did not think there was anything extraordinary in the fact that the Bendigo Exchange was properly conducted. All things
were conducted in an orderlv manner in
Bendigo, and the representatives of Bendigo were never out of order in the House.
The order that ,vas observed in Bendigo
was brought down to this House by the
representatives of Bendigo.
He did not
say that there were any advantages in spec.
selling, or that it would not be better for
men to refrain from it.
I t would be
well if the principle of refraining from
speculating could be applied all over the
world, but men would speculate.
If they
saw that ·shares were higher than they oug~t
to be they would sell them at the ruling
price.
If the shares went back in the
ordinary course ,bf events, there was a
chance of covering up at a profit.
If, on
the other hand, the shares rose in value, the
speculator had to pay the penalty for his
mistake just as in anv other walk of life.
But the advantages to the general investor by
the operations of the spec. seller were these:
Sa y that an attempt was being made to
boom a particular stock, that the correspondent had sent in false reports as to the pro-
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spects, and that he was working in collusion with some unprincipled men on the
Stock Exchange.
They commenced by
making inquiries for the shares, which perhaps had scarcely been heard of previOusly,
and amongst them they succeeded in driving
the shares up to a price that was really beyond their value. The spec. seller would
notice this, and would say, " I will unload
a few of these sha.res," and bv doing that
he stopped them from sending the shares
up any higher, because as fast as they attempted to buy-and if they wanted to
beom the shares they must offer to bt. v-he
crammed those shares, which he did not
have, into them.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-How can he cram the
shares into them if he has not got them?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (BendiJ<o East) said
he did cram the shares into them, al though
he did not have them at the moment.
He
sold shares to them, and delivered them
within the proper time.
Mr. BOYD.-That is the point.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
that if the spec. seller did not deliver within the proper time, the buyers had their
remedy. As a mle, the spec. seller did not
come out of the business anv too well.
He
was not always correct in his judgment.
Mr. MURRAY.-You were going to mention some of the advantages of spec. selling.
:Mr. A. S. BAILES (BendiKo East) said
he had just mentioned one advantage, in a:
case where an attempt ,vas made to impro"
perlv boom the shares.
The same thing
applied in a case wh,..re an attempt wa~
made to knock the shares down.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Is spec.
selling allowed now?
.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
he knew of no objection to it.
Some men
had the reputation of being spec. sellers.
Dt.ring all the years he was connected with
the Bendigo Stock Exchange as a mining
repoxter, he never once knew of any man,
either a broker on the Exchange or on the
flags, doing a dishonest action, or attempting to give false quotations, so as to inflate'
values or to rob the public. The only trouble
he had ever known in that respect was in
connexion with what were known as threemonths' sales, or six-months' sales. When
a man bought shares for three months or
six months, he had to pay a bigger price
than would be the ca.se if he paid cash for
the shares, and there was occasionally some
trouble in connexion with one man who
bought shares in this way.
It was the
business of the reporters to see that they
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were not gulled with false quotations, but it
did not take them long to disccver when a
man was attempting to do anything of that
kind.
The reporters always exercised
their own judgment as to whether they
would accept the quotations of a pa:rticular
broker or not.
If dishonest practices had
rrevailed with regard to the quotations, he
was sure that the people whose money was
being invested from Melbourne and other
places, and who took the quotations whic'h
appeared from day to day in the local
papers and in the Argus and the Age, would
very quickly have compl1ained! if wrong
quotations were supplied to the public. It
wouin he thoroughly ineffective to do what
was proposed by the honorable member for
.Grenville.
It would be absolutely impossible to give effect to the honorable
member's object, and it would have a very
serious effect in interfering with business.
At the same time he (Mr. Bailes) could not
for the life of him see that any beneficial
results would follow from the adoption of
'Such provisions.
Suppose that a broker
O()n the Bendigo Stock Exchange received a
telegram from a man in Western Australia
instructing him to sell 1,000 shares in a
<:ertain mine.
These 1,000 shares would
not be sold in one line. The man in
Western Australia simply telegraphed to
the broker, " Sell 1,000 shares in· such and
'Such a mine."
He did not send over the
numbers of the shares.
1vIr. ANSTEY.-\Vhy not?
Mr. A.. S. BAILES (Bendigo East> said
as a matter of fact the numbers of the
shares would not be sent in the telegram.
The broker could not sell the 1,000 shares in
<me line, but they would be cut up into
hundreds and fifties.
How would it be
possible for the broker, in a case of that
'kind, to comply with these clat.ses?
He
'Could certainly make a record of the hour
at which the sales took place, but he could
'not give the numbers of the scrip.
Mr. ANSTEY.-Why not?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).'Because he did not know them.
Mr. MURRAY. - Are these transactions
'Usually carrjed out between these profes·sional speculators?
:
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
he did not know what the honorable mem"ber meant. The brokers bought and sold
according to the orders of their clients.
Mr. MURRAY. - The ordinary outsider
does net go on to the Exchange to sell his
"shares.
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Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
that the average broker or investor on the
Exch~ge would view with a great amount
of suspicion any outsider who offered to sell "
shares.
The business of the Steck Exchange was carried on in a very free and
It was not like buying
easy manner.
merchandise.
When shares were bought,
the buyer often had to wait three days before the delivery of the scrip, and if .an
outsider went on the Exchange and offered
to sell shares, it wodd be a very simJ?le
individual who undertook to deal with him.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Why should
they do so?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).Exactly, why should they do so, because
how did they know the scrip would be sent
forward to them when the time for delivery
arrived? He was quite satisfied from the
experience that he had had on the Stock Exchange that there was no necessity for interfering with the way the business was conducted. The brokers had a very high reputation for honesty and probity. Millions of
shares changed 'hands year by year, and
there had onlv been one miserable case requiring investigation, and that was nota
question of spec. selling but a differenceo!
opinion about the price of some shares.
This showed that the method of conducting
business was one that commended itself to
private people.
Mr. BENT said he would agree to an
ad journment if honorable members let the
Bill go through Commitee, so that there
cot.ld be a clean print of the measure on
Tuesday next.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Are you going to
recorrunit these new clauses?
Mr. BENT said he would agree to re~
commit everything which could be discussed to-night.
Mr. MACKEY said he would ask the
honorable member for Grenville to withdraw his amendments for the present.
~fr. McGRATH asked if he was to
understand that there would be another
opportunity of discussing the matter· iill
Committee?
Mr. MACKEY.-Yes.
Mr. McGrath's amendments were withdrawn.
The schedule having been agreed to, the
Bill ·was reported with amendments.
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Adjournment.

ADJOURNMENT.
a dO<;1ge to prevent those people from exSTREET OBSTRUCTION AT PRAHRAN-RAIL- pressmg their opinions in the onl y place
they could.
From what he had seen in
WAYS SERVICE ELECTORAL ROLL.
the
press,
and
from
reliable authority he had
Mr. BENT movedreceived, he believed that ample room was
That the House do now adjourn.
given by the people holding the meetings.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat liVest) for the traffic to pass. The Collingwood
said he desired to again bring under the Council and the Richmond Courncil, and
notice of the Premier the cases of the per- other councils, permitted the people to
sons who had been prosecuted at Prahran speak in the streets, and why should the
for speaking in the open air.
He did Prahran Council force the men and women
not know exactly what position the Govern- \VOO held meetings in the streets of Prahran
ment was going to take up in the matter, to the lockup? The Government should inbut he did know that the persons con- sjst that the Prahran Council should not
cerned were determined to continue what prevent men doing what the v were althey had been doing, and what they be- lowed by other councils to do. Free speecb
lieved they had a perfect right to do. should be allowed, and unless the GovernThey proposed holding meetings in the ment 'wanted a riot they should see that
open air, and a number of men and women the Prahran Council was prepared to a)Jow
of undoubted respectability were prepared these meetings to be held.
to go to gaol at very great cost to themMr. BENT said the honorable member
selves rather than that free speech should
for
Geelong had remarked that he (Mr.
be prevented.
l\lr. BOYD.-What right have they to Bent) had made a promise three times,
and he would now repeat that the Governblock the traffic in the streets?
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat liVest) m~nt had sent to the council on Saturday
said they had the same right as any re- morning last, saying tHat everybody was
to be treated alike. The police had been
ligious People.
Mr. HOYD.-No one has the right to ordered not to allow any person 1.0 take
precedence over another.
block traffic.
Mr. MACKINNON said there was one
Mr. BENT said the Government had
determined that all persons, whether re- thing he would like to mention. He thought
ligious or otherwise. should be treated at first the Prahran Council was to blame.
alike, and a letter had been sent by the He thought he said so the last
Government to the Prahran Council, in- time he had an opportunity of speaking
forming the council that the Salvation on the matter. Since then he had a letter
Army or anybody else would not be per- from. a reputable citizen, stating that the
mitted to hold meetings in the street, but councIl had had nothing to do with it,
that all should be treated alike.
That an? that he was entirely responsible. The
was the position the Government took up, wnter of the letter stated that he lived at
and what was the good of falking about the corner of King-street, where the disfilling the gaols?
I t was no pleasure to turb~ce first took place, and that the
him (Mr. Bent) or the Ministrv that people meetmgs prevented him from enjoying the
should go to gaol. They intended to do right of access to his house, and that he
himself had gone to the police, and had
what was fair all round.
Mr. COLECHIN said this was not the insisted on their enforcing the by-laws
first time honorable members Had had the against those people.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).same promise from the Premier.
The
Salvation Army-and he had no objection Is he not a very ardent supporter of Counto them-and people selling medicines, and cillor Miller, who is going up for election?
other things, had already been allowed full
Mr. MACKINNON said he did not
right to speak, and to sell their goods in think so. He was sorry 'for Councillor
the streets.
I t seemed a strange thing Miller, who, had fallen in badly over this
that the Prahran Council, when there were thing, and un}ustly so.
elections coming on and poor men and deMr. PRENDERGAsT.-That is the man
serving men were candidates, should block with the feather foundry.
people fram doing what was being done in
Mr. MACKINNON said Councillor
every municipality around Melbourne. The Miller made an indiscreet remark, and
Ministry should say they would not allow would have done better to have kept out of
the Prahran Council to withdraw the right it. The writer of the letter assured him
from people to express their views just as that that was the reason why action was
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taken. This man made three applications
to the police, and then they did move on
the organization which was holding the
meetings. It was at this man's earnest
solicitation that the nuisance, as it was conside~ed, should be stopped.
The effect
locally was that the -Salvation Army, St.
Matthew's Church, and the rest of them
would have to stop their work altogether.
Mr. COLECHIN.-Until the elections are
over.
Mr. MACKINNON said he did not
know anything about that, but they would
be stopped for the present. He had no
doubt that the Government, or those who
had to take proceedings, would see that
justice was dealt out to everybody. But it
was not a fair thing to be causing these
Saturday ructions. It was not 'fair to those
who wanted to enjoy the advantages of residence in an important town, and it interfered with business and created a great
deal of unnecessary disturbance. There
were no less than fifty police there on the
last occasion-the biggest levee of police
that had ever been held in that, until recently, orderiv suburb. These people were
all foreigners.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat rVest)
remarked that the statement made by the
honorable member for Prahran, that the
speakers were all foreigners, was totally
incorrect.
Mr. MACKINNoN.-Some of them are not
Victorians, but I meant that they are
foreigners to the district.
Mr. PRENDERGAST stated that he
would like to point out the extraordinary
thing that arose out of this discussion. Honorable members could see how the directions
to the police would operate in the case of
those who could not afford to pay for halls
for election meetings. Even the City of
Melbourne had not objected to meetings
being held in the streets when vacant allotments and halls were not available.
Mr. MACKINNON. - There are plenty of
halls available.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said there were
other portions of the metropolis besides
Prahran, and in those other places· there
was no objection to open-air meetings. It
was only in Prahran that any difficulty was
experienced. Melbourne had not found any
difficulty, and the Melbourne fCity Council
had not taken exception under certain conditions to people holding meetings in the
streets. It was the exceptional action of
the Prahran Council, directed against a
political organization, that had caused this
Session 1906-[98]
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trouble. If a working man who was contesting an election had to engage halls every
night, it would run a way with his slender
resources, and the only thing such a person
could do would be to hold his meetings at
short intervals throughout the constitue'l1cy,
as the press would be against him, and that
would be the only way of placing his views
before the electors.
It was the political
propaganda work that the men in question
had started in this street that had attracted
attention and set the authorities against
them. The result of what was being done
,,,ould be that political action would be
taken against every meeting held by a Labour man who could not afford to pay for
halls.
Mr. BENT.-That is not fair. We have
no political object at all.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the police
ought to be instructed not to interfere with
men so long as they did not cause any obstruction to traffic.
The police should not
be the mere catspaw of the people "'ho
were running the municipal councils.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-There is a great
difficulty in the matter.
We have wide
streets in Melbourne, and narrow streets in
Prahran. I happen to know the locality.
These are merely rights-of-way.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he knew that
these streets had been for years off and on
resorted to by crowded audiences, but never
in places where there was any traffic. If
a man was to stand in front of another
mao's gate and deliberatel v close up his
entrance, the person who did that would
find no One to defend his action.
Mr. MACKINNoN.-That was the reason
whv the first case arose.
:r\ir. PRENDERGAST said that was
mentioned in the police report) but that was
not the only reason. People should not be
debarred from using the street when there
was no traffic in the street, and when the
meeting was held at a pface where tbere
were no shops and where entrances to
people's houses were not interfered with.
In such a case as that, it was not the duty
of the police, or anybody else, to prevent
citizens from having the free right of the
street. If these meetings were going to
be blocked, and this political action was
going to be taken by the council, men who
could not afford to pa v for halls would be
interfered with, while people who could
pav for halls would not be interfered with.
Mr. BENT.-You are not playing fair,
because vou know that we have nothing to
do with' politics in the matter. We have
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made an order that the council should not
vermit one lot of people to hold meetings
ill the streets and prevent others from
doing so.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that one lot
at' people did not require to use the streets
for their meetings, as they could afford to
pay for halls, while another lot of people
must use the streets, because they could
not afford to pa v for halls.
.
Mr. MACKINNON.-I myself have used the
streets. I held most of my meetings on
vacant blocks when electioneering.
~lr. PRENDERGAST said the Government had taken too much to themselves in
this matter. He was not making a charge
against the Government, but' was showing
what !;rould be the result of their action.
Mr. BENT.-What else should we have
done?
1'\lr. PRENDERGAST said the Government should have instructed the police
to allow meetings to take place when there
was no obstruction to traffic, and this was
what must be done if the Government were
f!"oing to strip the people of any grievance
in connexion with this matter. The further the ball rolled in Prahran the more
trouble there would be about the question.
The trouble had gathered people, not by
tens, but by hundreds, and the trouble
would be increased unless wise and judicious action was taken. Those who could
pC! v for halls could have them. A numher ol vacant allotments, which had been
used for political meetings, had been
fenced off for the purpose of excluding
people.
In North Melbourne, near the
Rf>nevolent Asylum, meetings had been
held ·where there was no traffic, and the
:!\lelbourne Citv Council had not interfered with thoie meetings.
Mr. BENT.-It is stated in the paper
that this street is not more than 30 odd feet
wide.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said there was
no difficulty in respect to the obstruction of
traffic by these meetings at night time.
Mr. BENT.-All I know is that, if you
put it in that way, I will see. We do not
care one button politically.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he was
quite satisfied with the explanation that
. the Government intended to look into the
matter in connexion with the question of
obstruction. There was another question he
wished to mention. He wanted to know
if the Chief Secretary would be kind
enough -to let him view the roll of the rail·
ways officers. The position with regard to

Assent to Bill.

the representation of the railways officers
seriously affected one party in the House.
He would ask if the honorable gentleman
would place the railways officers' roll upon
the table of the Library, so that he (Mr.
Prendergast) might see what the position
was? He was not to be understood as
challenging the honorable gentleman with
anv unfair action.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT stated that he
did not know until he looked into the Act
whether he would be in a position to obtain the roll, but if he could obtain the
roll he would have great pleasure in placing it on the Library table for the honorable member's inspection, so long as the
necessary steps were taken to secure its return to the proper officer. The roll was an
important document.
Mr. PRENDERGAST .-It will not go
astray.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adiourned at ten minutes
past eleven o'clock, until Tuesday, N ovember 13.
.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Tuesday, November 13, 1906.
The PRESIDENT took the chair at five
o'clock p.m., and read the prayer.
ASSENT TO BILL.
The Han. J. 1\1. DAVIES presented a
message from the Governor intimating that,
at the Government Offices, on November 13,
His Excellency gave his assent to the Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4).
MALDON RATES BILL.
The Han. J. 1\1. DAVIES moved for
leave to introduce a Bill to enable the
council of the shire of Maldon to remit
or excuse the pa yment of certain rates
and interest.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
UNCLAIMED VACANT LANDS
SALE BILL.
The Han. J. M. DAVIES moved for
leave to introduce a Bill to authorize the
sale by the Governor in Council of vacant
bnds comprised in certain undelivered
Crown grants which have, for over thirty
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been unclaimed, and the disposal b,e done, but there was no necessitv for the
work that was going on now. He believed
proceeds of such sale.
the only chance there was of minimizing
motion was agreed to.
Bill was then brought in, and read Sunday work, and keeping it down so that
only what was absol,utely necessary should
time.
be done was by going in for giving the
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
men a very large extra amount of
pay for the work they did on Sundays.
SUNDAY LABOUR AND OVERTIME.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said he He did not believe in this at one time, but
wished to call the attention of the Attor- he had come round to believe that the
ney-General to the large amou~t of proper thing would be to give the men
Sunday work now being done on the double pay, or something like that. When
Victorian Railways, and to ask for a re- carpenters, or any other persons, were asked
turn to be laid on the table of the House to work on Sundays, they received a large
of the goods trains despatched from extra amount of pay. That should be so
Spencer-street on Sunday, 28th October, in the Railway Depart~ent, and he,
the hours of despatch, and the destinations thought. it would be the strongest check on
of such trains; also whether a special trial the deSIre of the Department to emplO'y
trip of the new parlour car was made labour on Sunday. He had received
letters since placing his question on the
un Sunday, and, if so, what time it left
the Spencer-street station, and at what noti~e-paper, and it appeared that some
time it returned?
The large amount s~atIonmasters were complaining very
of extra Sunday work that was being bItterly. They felt that thev were being
imposed upon in regard to the number of
done in the Railway Department was beclerical
returns thev had to make out which
coming a very serious thing. When he
kept
them
busy every Sunday.
spoke on the matter some time ago, Mr.
The
Hon.
W. J. EVANs.-That is quite
Melville interjected that ,tihere were nQ
goods trains run on Sundays in this correct.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR stated that
country. He (Mr. Balfour) had to explain that they were run on Sundays. This one man said he was in the habit O'f taking
had now become so common that he a bicycle ride. on Sundays, but now he
thought a check should be put to the prac- had not even tIme to do that. This might
t~ce at once.
He believed on the pal'- be. very amusing to some people, but it certlcular Sunday he was inquiring about- tamlv would not be very amusing to' honorable members if thev had to gO' to their
S~day, 28th October-four or five good!;
rr
trams were .run. . He was also asking work regularly on Sundays without bein
able to get out of it.
0
about ~he tnal tnp of the new parlour
The- Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-How is it
car bemg made on a Sunday. Since
giving notice of that question, it had come possible to meet a vague charge without
to light. in ~other place that not only particulars?
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said he would
was a tnal tnp made on the car, out the
men were brought back to the Newport be glad to have the questions he had given
workshops and set to work to finish. the car notice of, which were not vague, answered.
P~rhaps, by-and-by, he would have some00 a Sunday in order that it would be
ready.
This showed there was an utter tlung more to say with regard to the other
disregard in the Railway Department of matters. He was merely mentioning them
the day of rest for the workmen. Since on. account of correspondence he had rehe gave notice of the question, he had ceIved .. When he came to ask questions on
heard of other cases where Sunday labour the subject he would be quite distinct. It
was en~cted. Me~e boys were employed was stated that the Sundays of two stationat carnage cleamng on Sundays to a masters had been taken up in making up
degree that became very extensive on ac- returns. Surely arrangements could be
count of the extra number of Sunday trains made for a sufficient staff so that those men
run:
Sometimes these boys did not get should not have to' work every day in the
theIr second Sunday off, but h~d to work week.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said of
two Sundays in succession. No man or
boy_ should be kept every Sunday at work course it was impossible to make a reply
w~atever necessity there might be for work to a general statement that two stationbemg done on Sundav. He did not denv masters had to work on Sundays, and, therethat there was necessitv for some work to fore, he did not think that those two cases
[9 8]-2
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should have been brought forward bv the
honorable member in asking a question
unless particulars were furnished for inquiries to be made. He h:ad received the
following memorandum in reply to the honorable member's questions:The trains which were despatched from Spencer-street on Sunday, 28th October, 1906, and
the reasons therefore are as shown hereunder ; -

Remarks.

9.30 p.m.

Seymour.

This constitutes the return journey of the mIlk
train, which runs regularly
between Seymour and Melbourne on Sundays.
8'30 p.m. Seymour.
These trains were com5.15 p.m. Bendigo. posed of empty live-stock
trucks, which were discharged during Saturday
night, and were urgently
required for loading aga;n
in the North-East and
Northern Districts on Monday.
In consequence of
floods and wet weather,
which interfered with the
natural flow of business,
the traffic in live stock
(lambs p:uticularly) has
become considerably heavier than under normal conditions, and this necessitated special a,rrangements
being made fo return to
the country the limited
number of live-stock waggons available in order
that they could be again
placed at the disposal of
loaders with as little delay as possible.
,fl trial trip was made with the parlour car between Newport workshops and Werribee, and the
engine and van which were utilized for the purpose left Spencer-street Station for vVerribee at
'10.35 a. m. and reached Spencer-street on the
return journey at 1.40 p.m.
TRos. TAITl
Chairman.
The Honorable the Attornev-General.

The Hon. W. J. EVANS asked the
Attorney-General the following questions:I. Is it a
fact that the locomotive enginedrivers, firemen, and cleaners of the Victorian
Railways Department are compelled to work
overtime, and, if so, will the Honorable the
Attorney-General furnish a return giving full
particulars of the same for the month" of September and October, 1906; specifically stating
the overtime worked in each class respectively,
with a special reference to those employes who

Queensland Fruit Fly.

worked the greatest number of hours of overtime during those two months?
2. If it is a fact that overtime is being
worked, is such increase in the hours of duty
due to the fact that at the Metropolitan Engin-e
Sheds more particularly there is a shortage in
the number of cleaners?

The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he
would ask Mr. Evans to postpone his
questions. He had received a memorandum
from the Department saying that the answers were not yet available.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said he would
like to draw the attention of the House
to the fact that he had given notice of his
questions a fortnight ago. Whether there
was a s.hortage of clerical assistance or not
it was remarkable that the information
could not be furnished in a fortnight.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-I do not
think it is at all remarkable if you look
at the questions.
QUEENSLAND FRUIT FLY.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN asked the Attorney-General the following questions-I. If he is aware that the Queensland Fruit
Fly has been discovered in New Zealand?
2. "\iV'hat steps are being taken to prevent its
introduction into this State?
3. Has effect been given to the recommendations of the conference of entomologists held at
Sydney in July last?
4. Will the Government prohibit the importation of fruit from infected States until such recommendations are put into practice there?

He said he had been requested to ask the
questions by the fruit-growers in his district. He had been connected with them
in some way in his business, and had
established a colony of 10,000 acres
111
10-acre blocks.
The blocks were
so small that if the fruit was destroyed the people could not hope to
make a living even with intense culture.
That terrible pest, the Queensland fly, had
been brought under the notice of the Government for some years.
He (Mr.
Cussen) made a trip to Queensland in connexion with it.
I t was a terrible pest
there, and there was no hope of eradicating
it. In the other States, there were no
laws to deal with it. He brought the
matter under the notice of the conference
of entomologists held in Sydney in Julv
last, and they made recommendations for
certain regulations. He wished to know
if the Government would insist on those
regulations being carried out. As far as
he was aware, nothing had been done at
the present time to give satisfaction to the
'fruit-growers, and he knew from his own
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experience that if something was not done
by the Government to remove the pest, it
would be impossible to get clean fruit in
Victoria in a very short time. The excuse was
made, " Oh, the fly will 110t live in a cold
climate." He (Mr. Cussen) found the fly
had got to New Ze-aland, and it was living
there. The people in New Zealand were
afraid of the tiy. On behalf of the fruitgrowers in his district he would like to
know from the Government what action
was being taken.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he had
in his possession a telegram which he
did not quite understand. It was as follows : French, Government Entomologist, Melbourne.
Many consignments conditioned c~nstant!y
reared in cages but has not yet established 111
orchards.
KIRK, Biologist, Christchurch.

The replies he had been furnished with to
the questions of the honorable member were
as follows:I. The Queensland fruit fly has not, according
to advice from the New Zea.land Biologist, been
established in New Zealand.
2. Fruit on arrival is inspected by the fruit
inspectors of the Department of Agriculture,
and any found infested with fruit fly larvre is
condemned and destroyed, unless the importer
elects to tranship it under supervision.
3. Effect has not yet been given to the recom·
mendation of the conference of entomologists,
but a sum of money has been provided on the
Estimates for the -erection of a fruit store, in
which to make a more perfect examination of
fruit on its arrival.
4. The Government is not prepared to prohibit
importation from States within the Commonwealth, but is exercising every precaution in the
examination of imported fruit.

SOUTH AFRICA CONTINGENTS
PENSIONS ACT 1905 AMENDMENT
BILL.
The Hon. J. 1\1. DAVIES moved the
second reading of this Bill.
He said
the measure was merely to correct certain
errors, and perhaps to extend one or two
pensions. It would be seen in the schedule
that in the first case there was an extension' from the 30thi June to the 3rd July.
The next was an extension from 30th
June, 1903, to 17th January, 1904.
In
one case there was an extenSIon for two
years, from 1908 to 1910. One pension
that ceased on the lIth July, 1905, was
extended until lIth ,Tuly, 1907, and there
were three other small extensions. These
pensions were payable to widows and dependants of certain people who were killed

I
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in South Africa, and to certain people who
were wounded.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and was afterwards passed through its remaining stages.
BOILERS INSPECTION BILL.
The House went into Committee for the
further consideration of this Bill.
Discussion was resumed on clause 2,
which was as follows:In this Act if not inconsistent :with the subjectmatter or context" Boiler" means any closed vessel used for
generating or holding steam under pressure greater than atmospheric pressure
and shall include a digester:
" Inspector" means all inspector of boilers
appointed under this Act:
" Owner" includes the mortgagee in pos·
session and le>sce of any boiler:
" Premises" means any yard place house
or building and any farm paddock field
road place punt raft hulk lighter vessel
Or structure in or on which a boiler is
kept and used: and
"Chief In-;pector" means the Chief Inspector of Factories Work-rooms and Shops
under the Factories and Shops Acts.

The Hon. W. CAIN said when the
clause was previously under consideration
he suggested its postponement because of
the provision that the administration of the
Bill should be placed under the Chief Inspector of Factories.
It would be unworkable to place it under the Chief Inspector of Factories, as would be seen by
the qualifications required for inspectors
of boilers under clause 5--qualifications
which the Chief Inspector of Fa.ctories did
not possess. He had no practical knowledge of the subject, and the inspectors
would not be in touch with him if he was
their superior officer.
There was provision in the Mines Act for the inspection
of boilers, and the inspection of boilers
under this measure might perhaps be put
in the Mines Department or under the Engineer for Ports and Harbors. The Chief
Inspector of Mines had to be a skilled man,
and his assistants had to be skilled also.
The clause should stand over pending the
discussion of the other clauses of the Bill,
and in the meantime it might be found desirable for the Government to reconsider
the propos,al to place the measure under
the Chief Inspector of Factories.
He
would not take it upon himself to draft
an amendment, because the Bill was complicated, and the Attorney-General recently sta.ted that the moment honorable
members took upon themselves to prepare
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amendments in one clause they disturbed
the effect of many other dauses.
He
therefore begged to moveThat the clause be postponed.

The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said some
one would have to administer the meas\tre,
and it was proposed in the Bill that this
should be done in the Chief Secretary's
Department. The Inspector of Factor'ies
at present did work which was quite cognate, such as the inspection of engines and
There were
the guarding of machinery.
trained engineering inspectors to attend to
those matters now, and under the Lifts
Regulation Bill recently pass,ed by the
Council, extended powers would be
given to the Chief .Inspector of Factories,
and all this work would require trained
men capable for the purpose. Some one
would have to attend to the boilers.
It
was probably quite correct, as Mr. Cain
said, that the Chief Inspector of Factories knew nothing about steam boilers,
but that officer was simply the head of the
branch, and would not inspect the boilers
personally.
Those who inspected the
boilers would have to take their orders
from him as to where and when to go, and
be generally subservient to him.
This
seemed the best Department to put this
matter under, for, figuratively, there was
no machinery now available to carry out
:\lr. Cain's suggestion to let the Engineer
for Forts and Harbors or the Mines Department do the work. The mining inspectors had plenty to do in their own
Department. They had more to do than
the inspection of mining boilers, for they
had to be experts in general machinery.
[f the measure was going to be extended
to cover the country districts his ideas were
rather nebulous as to how it ,vas going to
be carried out there. No doubt it would
be a matter of evolutionary development.
It would not pay for the inspectors to have
to go long distances into the country districts, but later on it might become necessary to apply some of the provisions of the
measure . to boilers a way in the country.
In the meantime the whole thing was centered in the city, and could be satisfactorily carried out practically without extra
expense, so far as departmental management was concerned, by the factories
branch! of the Chief Secretary's Department. A factories inspector who inspected
machinery had to see that it was guarded
and railed off for the protection of the life
and limb of those close to it, and he would
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therefore, at the same time, be qualified t()
inspect the boilers.
The Hon. W. CAIN said the difficulty
was that the Bill set out that the inspectors.
must be qualified men. A boiler expert,.
after inspecting a boiler, would present a
report which would go before the Chief
Inspector of Factories, according to the
Bill as it stood at present, but what was.
the use of that unless. the Chief Inspector
could review and criticise and pass aD
opinion upon the report?
If the Chief
Inspector sent the report on to the Chief
Secretary, he would have to put his name
to it, and slwuld the Chief Secretary refer
the report back, the Chief Inspector would
not be capable of dealing with it, and
would have to send it back to the man who.
made it. There must be some department or some head, but the Chief Ioopector
of Factories was not qualified for this
work, however well suited he was in other
ways to fill the position he now occupied.
The Chief Inspector, under this Bill, must
Pe able to criticise the '\-'ork of his officers,.
and, if necessary, to challenge them 011'
various points, and the Chief Inspector of
Factories could not do so.
The Hon. R. B. REES said that, after a
fortnight of further consideration of the
merits and demerits of the Bill, he had
come to the deliberate conclusion that it
was absolutely unnecessary, and should be
postponed altogether, because it would
place a large additional burden on the producers in the country; it would be vexatious, and it would hamper our manufacHe would certajnly
turing industries.
support the postponement of the clause,.
especially if it meant the postponement of
the Bill, but he had an amendment to move
in the clause.
The CHAIRMAN.-The question is
that the clause 'be postponed.
We can
deal with amendments after that question
is disposed of.
The Hon. R. B. REES said there was
a great deal in the Bill that required very
great consideration. It was going to affect
a lot of his people in the towns in the
north.
He had with him a letter, which
he would read directly, from a eucalyptusdistiller, who represented the trade up
there, and who stated that if the Bill was
carried it would be a real menace to the
industry.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said the
Chief Inspector of Factories was not the
officer who ought to have charge of this Bill.
The one book which was the authority
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in England upon boilers was Traill
on Boilers.- It was the authority
upon which all inspectors were ex..amined, and it had superseded all
other authorities. Any man having charge
of this department ought to be well' up in
.every part of that book.
He had seen
and looked through it, and he saw that it
was a sort of profession in itself.
The
Chief Inspector of Factories, although he
was a very clever and able m<l?, was ~lm~st
certain not to be well acquamted WIth It,
and to ask a man who knew nothing at all
.about boilers to take charge of this department unless he hred digested Traill, would
be v~ry unwise. The Chief Inspector of
Factories had a great deal to do at present, 'and seemed to be gradually absorbing
all the different departments of the State.
The inspection of boilers took place under
the Mines Act, and the mining inspectors
felt that this new Bill was not wanted.
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tors, and the clerical work would be done
in the factories branch of the Chief Secret.ary's Department without any extra cost .
The alternative to that proposal was practically to create a new department.
The Hon. D.· MELVILLE said the rea)
question was what necessity had been
shown for the Bill. He -met recently a
late member of the Council, who had large
boilers in his business, and asked him who
looked after his boilers. The reply was,
"Our engineer; he must know all about
the boilers."
He (Mr. Melville) then
asked," Have vou room for an inspector?1I
'and the reply ~vas, "We don't care about
any inspector. We take care of our own
boilers. The Bill must be meant for other
people. It is not wanted for my boilers."
Then the next man one met would say,
"We are perfectly safe with our boilers.
We take care of them.
It is the other
fellow that you want to look after." How
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said there was this inspection to be done? Each indiwas great force in .Mr. Cain's remar~s. vidual boiler differed in its construction
Was this Chamber gomg to adopt the ChIef from other boilers. Did the Minister know
Inspector of Factories as the inspector of of a m~n who could command the whole
everything? They had him in the Fa~- business? Was there anyone man within
tories Act, they let him go the other day III the Minister's knowledge who could cLaim
the Lifts Regulation Bill, and now .he ~as to be better than the men who were put in
to be the Chief Inspector under thIS BIll. charge of boilers to-day by the employers?
It was very difficult at th,js stage, as Mr. The Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Cain said to know what' alterations would 'Works had a small engine near his stores,
be requir~d to be made in the Bill if thle and he asked the man in charge whether
Committee substituted some other person anybody looked after it. The man replied,
or body for the Chief Inspector of ~ac- "We do not want anybody besides myself,
tories in this clause, but as the CommIttee but our foreman comes round and se~s it
went through this Bill they might see what at work. We do not want any inspector."
:special duties were or w~re likely to be im- If ·this Bill was going to be put in force
posed on the Chief In.spector, and. cO,!ld all round the city, did the Minister intend
then consider the propnety of substItutmg to supersede the responsible men now in
some other authority very much better than charge of boilers?
An inspector might
thev were able to do now.
There was make a suggestion, which, if carried out,
eve~ything to be -gained by postponing ~he would possibly mean that the boiler would
eonsideration of the clause, and everythmg blow up and blow the roof off the mill.
to be lost by insisting on going to a divi- He was willing, as were all other honorsion now.
able members, to fall in with the Bill if
The Hon. E. J. CROOK'E said the the Minister showed them how it was to
<)riginal object of putting this Bill in the operate.
The Chief Inspector of Fachands of the Chief Inspector of Factories tories was certainly a genius. who was fit
was simply to save cost. The matter was· not only to inspect all' the Chinese, but a
altogether foreign to the Mines Depart- multitude of other things. He was, in
ment and to the Ports and Harbors De- fact, a man of all parts. He (Mr. MeIpartment, and when the Bill was first intro- ville) would like the cl.ause postponed until
<luced, the only alternatives were to create the Committee ascertained what inspection,
.a new sub-department, or to give the ad- if any, was wanted. Every man '\1ho had
ministration to the one man who could anything of an establishment had taken
-personally supervise it. Of course, it was care to obtain an employe who understood
<>nly intended that. a general supervision boilers. and would not let anybody interfere
~hould be exercised over the various inspec- with him.
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The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-lf that were
so it would be all right, but unfortunately
it is not so.
The Han. D . MELVILLE said then it
was for the Minister to show the Committee where there was room for the inspector. He did not know any man that
would not be offended if a stranger came
in to interfere in this matter, even if he
had the authority of the Government, unless
that stranger had the reputation and
knowledge of an Edison. He understood
that the engineers employed in Victoria
in this work were high-class men, ani
anv interference with them would be dange~ous. Even if there was a want of this
kind, surely thiC Minister was not going to
throw on the country the expense of inspection of all the little six to ten horsepower boilers all about the country or
round the 6tv or on the wharfs.
If the
Minister shO\~"ed the Committee that there
was room for the Bil'l, and that it would
work admirably, he was sure it would go
through, but the honorable gentleman had
not done so yet. The honorable gentleman
admitted that he was not going to apply
the Bill to the country, but in the city he
understood that the men in charge
cf engines connected with high-pres~
sure boilers had to be certificated bv
law.
The clause should be postponed
until th:e Committee knew how the Bill
was to be worked, and what class of men
It
were going to examine the boilers.
would certainly require a very competent
and superior man to examine the higher
class of boilers, but it would be a nuisance
to have inspectors interfering in the cases
of small boilers. He was not aware that
Victorian manufacturers failed in any case
to employ competent men to look after
their boilers, and the:-efore the question
was whether the Gm"ernment could improve
upon the present position by appointing as
inspectors men who would go round and
possibly have to learn the business-.
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE said he
quite approved of what Mr. Cain had said.
He thoroughly believed in everv care and
precaution being taken in inspecting boilers ..
He knew for a fact that people were sometimes careless, but his difficulty was that he
did not knm" exactly how far the Bill was
going, or what class of boilers it was intended to cover. If it was intended to
h-ave all kinds of boilers inspected, the Bill
would never work. It was certainlv desirable th!at certain boilers should - be ~n
spected, because undoubtedly in the coun-
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try districts particularly the same care and
precautions were not taken as in the city.
One reason was t~at people in the country
had not the same facilities. The funny
part of the Bill was that everything seemed
to be put under the Chief Inspector of Factories, who must be an extraordinary individual, for everything came under his
care and supervision. He was afraid that
officer would, before very long, be in this
Chamber directing honorable members what
to do. He did not know where this thing
was going to stop. It was utterly absurd. If
boilers were to be inspected, why not use
.common sense, and get a competent man
who understood his: business to do the
work? What in the name of fortune did
the Chief Inspector of F.actories know
about inspecting a boiler? He wished to
goodness some one would shove that officer
in when the boiler was a little too hot. It
would do him an amount of good, and cool
his ardour a little bit. He (Mr. McBryde)
had occasion before now to go into a boiler
when it was far too hot, but at the same
time it had to be done. If the Chief Inspector of Factories was put in that position once or twice he would not care about
the billet afterwards. It would be a great
m:6take to go on with this clause at present.
The Han. A. McLELLAN said he did
not understand 1\1r. McBryde's argument.
He did not see how it would do the Chief
Inspector of Factories any good to put
him into a boiler.
He (Mr. McLellan)
did not know that that officer had been
responsible for the drafting of this Bill.
The Hon. D. E_ McBRYDE.-You do not
know.
The Han. A. l\IcLELLAN said he did
not say that he was not, but there was nothing to show that he was. At the same time,
it seemed, from Mr. Melville's. speech,
that that honorable member was opposing
this dame because he was opposed to the
Bill altogether.
The honorable member
did not want the Bill, and therefore opposed the clause, and made a second-reading speech on it.
If it was necessarv to
have boilers inspected, he (Mr. McLellan)
could not see whv everv boiler should not
be inspected.
Honorable members talked
as if there was no danger in the case of a
boiler of four or six horse-power
The Han. R. B. REES.- There fs danger if a soda water bottle explodes.
The Hon. A. McLELLAN said Mr. Melville had stated that he spoke to a man who
owned a boiler, and who said there was no
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pecessity
for
inspection.
He
(Mr.
l\1cLellan) was talking the other day to a
gentleman who was a very large employer
of labour, and that gentleman told him
that he had been agitating for years to get
a Bill similar to this placed on the statutebook, as he recognised' the danger there was
in working boilers which were in an unsafe
condition.
If it was the owner of a boiler
who was going to be killed, it would, perhaps, nbt matter so mucn,. but there were
numbers of employes who were compelled
to be about the boiler who would be in
danger.
The Hon. D. E. :McBRYDE.-You would
not like to see t1re employer killed?
The Hon. A.McLELLAN said that, of
course, he would not.
The Hon. R. B. REES.-Down with the
employer every time.
As long as he owns
the boiler-down with him!
The Hon. A McLELLAN said Mr. Rees
did not know that he (Mr.~ellan) owned
a boiler himsel1f. ": There was a good deal
in what '. Mr. Crooke said-that this Bill
had to be ~dniinistteied by somebody. What
did it matter, wh'e-ther it was administered
by Mr. Ord or any 'one else?
The officer
who administered thie Act would not inspeCt
the boilers' himself~. but would have competent men under hiJn to carry out the work.
There appeared to be a desire amongst honorable members to get th,e .Bin shelved altogether, but he hoped the Committee would
get on with it, and that it would be passed.
The Hon. A. HICKS remarked that personally he thought that it was a pity there
had nqt been a good deal of this discussion
the other night.
If honorable members
who were opposed to the Bill had voted
against it, the Bill might then have been
thrown out, and the Chamber would then
know where it was.
It seemed that now
honorable members did not know where
thev were in connexion with this matter.
The CHAIRMAN. - We' are dealing
with clause 2.
The Hon. A. HICKS said some honorable members had been speaking not only
about clause 2, but about the whole of the
Bill.
Mr. Melville had argued 'that a man
able to examine all the boilers oould not be
That argument would' not hold
found.
Take, for instance, the boilers in
good.
connexion with the mining industry. There
were large boilers and small boilers, and of
various makes.
The mining inspectors had
risen from the position of miners, and were
now capable inspectors, doing 'their work
splendidly.
If that was so in connexion
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with mining inspectors, surely the &ame
thing would be found in connexion with
engineers.
Men would be obtained who
would be qualified to inspect .all kinds and
sizes of boilers.
He could not see any objection to the clause from that point of
view.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS stated he had
no objection personall v to the postponement
of the clause for ·the purpose of enabling
it to have further consideration.
But he
would object when Dr. Embling and
others said they wanted to have the clause
postponed for the purpose of wiping out
the Bill.
The Hon. '~l. H. EMBLING.-I never
If I had wanted the Bill wiped
said so.
out, I would have had a division on the
second reading.
The Hon. "V. J. EVANS said he would
withdraw that statement, but he thought
he was correct in saying th:at one honorable
member had stated that he wanted the Bill
wiped out altogether.
When a statement
like that was made, it caused anyone who
desired consideration to be given to all the
clauses of the Bill to hesitate whether he
should accept a proposal for the postponement of this clause.
In his opinion, and
in the opinion of many people who had
given the subject consideration, this was a
The question
good and useful measure.
whether the Chief Inspector of Factories
should supervise the inspection of the
boilers was a different matter altogether.
Although the Chief Inspector might not be
fully competent himself, that was no reason
why he should not be able to administer
In other Departments, the heads
the Act.
often knew little about the work of the
sub-branches, but they were nevertheless
able to administer those ·sub-branches. The
Chief Inspector of Factories would
be as efficient in respect to the
inspection of boilers as head mettl
in the Railway Department were to
administer sub-branches, the work of
which they were not conversant with.
But tbese people saw that they had skilled
persons under them, and were, to a great
extent, guided by their reports.
The Han. A. O. SAcHsE-.-That is the
whole point.
The Hon. W. T: EVANS said- it had
been pointed out bv Mr., Hicks, in connexion with the Mines Department, that
mining boilers were thoroughly inspected by
men who had risen from the position of
miners.· But these men were, efficient not
because they had been miners, but because
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they had acquired engineering know ledge at
Schools or Mines and other places.
The Hon. A. HICKs.-They na.ve. risen
from miners.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said it was all
the more credit to them.
If the ·Chief Inspector of Factories had the men with .the
necessary skilled know ledge under hi~, he
would be as well able to administet4the Department as the heads of' other Departments
were to administer branches in which technical questions were dealt with.
He would
be glad to support the postponement of the
clause if it was merely to enable every honorable member to consider it, and to see
whether it really required amendment, but
he was doubtful whether he could vote that
way, seeing that some honorable members
v.:anted to wipe the Bill out altogether.
The Ron. A. O. SACHSE observed that
the question Mr. Melville had referred to
was really a matter for consideration at the
secona-reading stage.
The House had approved of the Bill, and assented to its general principles, and it was out of place entirely to discuss whether it was advisable
that boilers should be inspected or not .. The
House had approved" of boilers being inspected.
The Committee was now dealing with the interpretation clause. Some
honorable members said the Chief Inspector
of Factories had no technical know ledge.
Admittedly he had not, but that officer
would not be so good an administrator if
he haa technical knowl~dge.
What was
required was a man with a fair, level head,
\\'ho, when a report came to him from a
technical inspector, would give an unbiased
If the Chief Inspector
decision upon it.
was in doubt, there would be another inspector to send for to ratify or confirm
what the other inspector stated.
Provision
was made for appeal.
If the Committee
would pass this clause, he would not object
to its being recommitted should it-be necessary to -ao so.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN remarked that
if Mr. Cain, instead of moving for the
postponement of the clause, would prop~se
that the Department be under some other
head, he would support him.
If a dispute arose in th.e case of some valuable
plant, such as that of the tramways, and a
Ci)mmOn boiler-maker put the owners to
tf()Jble, there should be some ·person to appeal to, because in connexion with the tjamways there were the verv besf engineers in
the country.
Similarly the Chief Engineer of, say, the Loongana would object
to being told by a boiler-maker to stop his
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ship.
There must be some way of appeal y
and that could be provided for when clause
5 was reached.
There should be reference to a superior authority, and that authority might be Professor Kernot or some
other gentleman of his standing.
A large
business should not be restricted by'a man
who was merely a boiler-maker.
If the
ciause were accepted and provision were
made for anpeal, the Bill, he Jhoughty
would be satisfactory to the House.
The Hon. J. D. BROWN stated that he
would agree with Mr. C;, in in postponing
the c;ause, but it seemed to him that the
Chamber migh.t settle the matter once and
for all bv proyiding that the Chief Inspector should mean the Inspector-General of
Public Works.
Since Federation, the
Public Works Department had less work
Mr Davidson, the Inspector-Geneto do.
f::tl, was a professiorial man, and would
be competent to supervise the work under
this Act.
In the one ca,.se the man had no
professional training whatever, and in the
other case the man had a professional
tr~ining and life-long experience.'
When
the Lifts Regulation Bill was being dealt
with, he had objected to that measure being under the Chief Inspector of Factories.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said he.
wanted to say a few words on this question y
because it appeared that if an honorabl~
member objected 'to any clause he was taxed
with being opposed to the Bill altogether.
The object in postponing the clause was
this.
A man 'was' going to be appointed
to aaminister this Act.
The Government
had put in the 8hief Inspector of F acIf
tories as the right man for that duty.
that provision was passed, the recommittal
afterwards would be a difficult matter to
get.
The Committee should go through
the various teGhnical clauses and find out
what would be the work of the Chief Inspector, and with that know ledge hQnor·
able members could then discuss who would
be the best man to do .the work.
He and
other honorable members were not against
the Bill.
They wanted to make it as perfect as possible.
The Hon. T. BALFOUR said he would
appeal to the 'Minister in charge of the Bill
to accede to the request for the postponement of the clause.
Bv that means the
Bill would be got through more quicklv.
After all, the postponement was mer.dy
asked for to make sure that. the right man
was appointed at the head bf the Department.
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The Hon. R. B. REES remarked that this clause.
At present it was intended
be certainly thought the Inspector-General" that the Bill should apply to every city,
<>f Public Works would be the better man town, and borough, and it might" be made
.at the head of this new Department, for the applicable by the "Governor in Council to
reason .that he already had a number of other parts of the State. He could not bur
.competent men under his control as inspec- think, however, that there would be little
.tors of buildings and in other capacities. satisfaction to a person who was injured
The men under the Chief Inspector of Fac- by the explosion of a boiler in the country
tories would be as much good for thi_s work in knowing that the explosion. had taker}
.as the men who were appointed under the place in the country simply because no in·
Milk Supervision Act were for their spector· h.ad been appointed to supe~i5e
.special work.
Men were 'being ap- .boilers in country districts. He was one of
pointed inspectors there who knew no those who thought the Bill should be
more about dairying than a bee knew about passed, but he held that" it should be ap-'
making cream.
If the clause was not pliocable to the whole State at once.
He
postponed, he would certainly move that would, therefore, ask the Committee to
the Inspector-General of Public Works be strike out this cla.use, and then the Bill
made the Chief Inspector under this Act, would be applicable to the whole State.
"ather than the Chief Inspector of FacThe Hon. W. S.MANIFOLD said he
tories.
must confess that he thought it would be. a
The Han. J. M. PRATT .remarked that very good thing if it was practicable to
the Cfiief Inspector of Factories turned up apply this Bill at present to the country.
too often in this Bill.
Whether that offi- He understood from what "appeared in the
-eer was able and competent to discharge the press that it was the intention of the Govarious duties set out for him under the vernment that it snould be extended to the
measure -he could not say, but it would be country in time, but· that at the present
far better to leave the question of the Chief moment they not only felt there would be a
Inspector with the Executive.
Let the difficultv in getting the necessary number of
Executive take the responsibility of appoint- qualified. inspectors, but that they would
The
ing a proper man.
A man was wanted have to face a very large expense.
with technical knowledge and practical Government wanted to apply the Act first
. kdowledge.
Personally he thought the on a small scale, and then extend it graduBill was right, and that boilers should be ally.
He thought it very unfortunate that
inspected, but they must be inspected by for these reasons the measure should be
'Competent people.
The Surveyor-General limited "to the very parts of the State where
might as well be appointed.
However, he inspection was not necessary, or not very nethought the Government should accept the cessary.
The factories had skilled mecha.responsibility for the appointment, and nics and experts of every kind within reach
-should make sure that the man who was at a moment's notice, and there was mucb
:appointed was well UP in boilers, and able less danger of" a boiler explosion in the city
to grasp the situation.
than in the country.
In the country,
The clause was postponed.
boilers were in a shocking state.
Some of
Discussionfuok place on clause 3, which the boilers at saw-mills were almost tied UP
was as follows:with green hide and fencing wire.
These
(I) All the provisions of this Act shall ha.ve
were the boilers that required examination,
full force and effect within every city town and but we had not the army of inspectors who
borough.
would be needed for that.
Inspectors rp.. (:l) The provisions of this Act under the head•
. .
•
ing « Explosions and Accidents" and under the quued tra~mng.
When the dairymg mea'heading « Miscellaneous" shall apply to every sure was under consideration, although it
.shire j and the Governor in Council may at any was intended to applv that to the who~e
;time make an order extenciing any other provi- State in time, it was not attempted to apply
-sions of this Act to the whole or to any parti- it to that extent straight away.
The Goculnr part of any shire or to any particular
boiler or class of boilers or any boiler used in vernment in that case admitted that thof'v
any "process trade or business in any shire or in had not the ~sa.a.ry inspectors, and that
"any specified part of anv shire.
they requi~ .fro' train ·them.
It would be
The Hon. "T. C. HARWOOD stated that the same With this Bill. By leaving the
he thought the Chamber had now to con- clause as it was, the Governor in Councif
~der the question raised on the second reao- would have power to extend the provisions:
ing, as to whether this Bill, if it was reallv of toe Bill throughout the State gradually
deSirable, should be limited, as proposed in until the whole State was ooverea bv it.
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He thought the clause ought to be left as it
was.
The Hon. J. D. BROWN stated that he
to some extent agreed that the clause should
be left as it was.
He thought there were
very few boilers in this State which were
not now inspected, wrth the exception, perhaps, of some twopenny-halfpenny things.
At every factory the boilers were at present
under inspection.
There were a few of the
smaller kind of boilers, such as those at
vignerons' places, ,vhich were not under inspection.
The Hon. \V. S. MANIFOLD. - And at
butter factories.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE.-And shearing sheds.
The Hon. J. D. BROWN said the explosion of some small boilers would !lot ~o
much harm, even if they exploded In thIS
chamber. People were not using boilers so
much now as they did in former days, because they now went in for gas engines. He
was sorry he was not present when the
second-reading debate took place, but he
had read every word of it, and could not
see that the Minister had given one substantial reason for the introduction of the
Bill. Every proper precaution should be
taken where anv danger was involved, but
every precautio~ was already taken. The
small boilers used in some parts of the
country were not serious matters at all. It
might be surprising to some honorable members to learn that a kerosene tin would
stand a pressure of 25 lbs. He ha"d tried
it, and the tin did not burst. Under the
Board of Trade, in England, boilermakers
had to use material of a certain strength,
according to the size and p~wer of the
boilers, and what was needed here was
legislation in that ~hection. The boilermakers in Victoria were located in MelQourne, Ballarat, and Bendigo principally,
and a system of that kind could easily. be
applied. It could be seen that no boIler
came into use that would not stand proper
pressure.
One reason suggested for the
introduction of the Bill was that some man
in Gippsland, in pumping water into the
boiler, pumped in grass and weeds. Annual inspection would not stop that. He
did not recollect any serious accident hav. ing happened during the last ten or twentv
vears, and if there was any accident it
~ould be in connexion with machinery under
the Mines Act or the Factories and Shons
Act. The measure would be a tax on the
community.
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The Hon. J. BALFOUR rose to a point
of order. He said Mr. Brown was not
keeping to the clause, and was really rais.ing a general objection to the Bill.
.
The Hon. J. D. BROWN said that perhaps he ha:d gone a little too far. The
power given by this clause should not be in
the hands of the Minister.
The Hon. R. B. REES movedThat all the words aJter the word "within,"
in sub·clause (I), be omitted with the view of inserting the words "the metropolitan area, the
cities of Ballarat and Bendigo, and the town of
Geelong.

He said his contention was that there was
no necessity for this Bill in the country
districts. He. had received a letter from the
Mayor of Inglewood, who was engaged in
the distilltation of oil from eucalyptus leaves.
That gentleman had a distillery within the
bounds of Inglewood, and there were two
or three other eucalyptus distilleries there.
There was a large number of these distilleries in his electorate.
This gentleman
wrote to him on behalf of the eucalyptus
distillers in Inglewood, protesting against
the proposal of the Government to have the
distillery boilers annually inspected; he
pointed out that, if th:e Bill were passed,
it would press very heavily on a lot of the
eucalyptus distillers, whose boilers, while
being absolutely safe for the purpose for
which they were used, would not pass the
inspector,
if the boilers were condemned, many of the distillers would be
compelled to close up. That man was engaged in the industry, and knew what he
was talking about, ,and yet honorable members representing the mIghty Labour Party
laughed at what the man said. He had
visited this gentleman's factorv, where
there was a very large boiler, with a great
opening underneath where the exha.usted
eucalyptus leaves were burned. The boiler
was not used for driving any machinery,
but Isimply for sending steam into wooden
vats, where the leaves were exhausted, and
the steam blown in amongst them carried
the oil over, and it was condensed. There
was practicallv no pressure on these boilers.
The pressure -would not be more than 10
or 15 -lbs. to the square inch, and yet these
boilers would be inspected, and probably
condemned. although they were perfectly
good for the purpose for which they were
used. It would be a hardship to subiect
these men to the annoyance of inspection.
The inspector would send a notice along
requiring the owner of the boiler to have
steam off, the boiler cooled, and everything
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ready for the inspection. It did not matter was allowed to run down, .and cold water
whether it was the busiest part of the year was then suddenly put into the boiler. The
or not; they would have to stop their works surface of the boiler was exposed to strong
for the inspector. If the inspector had a heat, and then cold water being driven into
large area of country to travel over, he it caused it to burst. Inspection would not
might not be in time, and these people prevent that sort of thing.
would have to keep. their boilers idle for,
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said this
perhaps, two or three days. Therefore it Bill would be a very expensive one to carry
would not be the fee alone, but the delay out. The real danger existed principallx.
and annoyance, that would be objectionable. in the centres of population, and the better
Some honorable members had stated that class of boilers in those centres were inthey would like to have their boilers in- spected. Those that were not inspected in
spected, but they could have th~m inspect~d the metropolitan area and the large cennow by paying a fee. The boIlers used. m tres of population should be inspected. If
the cities and large centres of populatIOn the amendment were carried, sub-clause (2)
should be inspected, but it would be the would have to be altered. He did not beheight of absurdity to inspect little boilers lieve in the Governor in Council having the
in the country and 'about such places as power to extend the operation of the Bill.
Inglewood and'St. Arnaud. It was highly Great care should be exercised as to the
absurd that these people in the country places in which the Bill should De brought
should be put to the inconvenience of un- into force, and it ought to be applied in
necessary inspection. A number of butchers the first instance to the large centres.
used boilers to render fat. They used a
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE said there
kind of jacket-pan, into which they blew was no doubt that boilers in the metroposteam which was used for melting fat. Not litan area were fairly well examined. The
only ~ould the boiler be. inspect~d, but the b0ilers that needed inspection were a way-'
jacket-pan also, because, accord~ng to the off in the countrv, and included boilers at
Bill it was a vessel that contamed steam sawmills, where' there was great risk of
und~r pressure.
This morning he had accident.
visited one of the places in Flinders-street
The Hon. A. HICKS said he was in
where thev sold dairying implements, and favour of the idea of Mr. Ha.rwood, who
there he saw a pasteurizer. The steam was said he thought the second sub-clause
played into a jacket arrangement, and the should be struck out altog.ether.
Some
milk inside was heated. That was aJ vessel honorable members had said that there was
that, according to the Bill, contained steam greater danger in the countrv than in the
under pressure. There was absolutely no cities and towns, and, if that were so, the
danger in a pasteurizer, and yet ~hose \~ho inspection should be extended to the counused them would have to pay mspe<;:tlOn try, The danger was in the countrv, where
fees and other charges. He felt that he the boilers were, perhaps, 200 miles away
was perfectlv justified in asking the ~om from anv foundry.
mittee to limit the operation of the BIll to
The Hon. W. "H. EMBLING.-What win
the places he had mentioned, for, if an it cost to inspect them?
explosion occurred in those places, there
The Hon. A. HICKS said it would cost
might be some injury done.
about 305.
A man who owned a boiler
The Hon. J. M .. DAVIEs.-Are lives not awav back in the country, where there was
as valuable in other places?
no foundry, would only be too pleased to
The Hon. R. B. REES said that was a pay from lOS. to 3os. a year to have his
remarkable question, and he did not sup- boiler inspected. At any rate, that was
pose any honorable member would ~are to how he would feel i1'1 the matter. If a
say that lives were less valuable m one boiler in the country was inspected, and an
place than in another. No lives had been accident happened the next day, the owner
lost in recent years as the result of explo- would be relieved from responsibility. The
sions, except one, and that occurred at a Bill should certainly be brought into operasawmill j but no inspection could have pre- tion in places where there was most danger.
vented it, because it was due to the folly Mr. Manifold, who knew what he was talkof the man in tying down the safety-valve. ing about, said the greatest danger was in
The records in America and England the country.
showed that boiler explosions were not due
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said he had
to defects in the boiler in the great majo- listened thinking he might hear some logirity of cases, but to the fact that the water cal reason why the amendment should be
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made, but he had not heard one. Life was
just as "aluable in the country as in the
large centres of population.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-How do you
know?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said he was
not judging by the value of the honorable
member's life. A boiler in the city might
not be merely dangerous in itself, but, being
built in brick-work, there was increased
danger, owing to the difficulty of inspecting it properly. It was not sufficient
that a skilled man should be in charge, for
there might be rust in the boiler, or a leakage.
Mr. Rees had stated that in the
eucalyptus oil distilleries a low-pressure
boiler was used, and that there was no
danger. As a matter of fact, there was
more danger from that kind of. boiler than
one which was accustomed to work at a
very high pressure. The danger of explosion was greatest through cold water being
applied to plates that were red-hot. The
boiler that was accustomed to work at high
pressure was safer from explosion than the
boilers referred to by Mr. Rees. He hoped
the Committee would leave the clause as it
stood.
.
The amendment was· negatived.
The Hon. R. B. REES drew attention
to sub clause (2), which was as follows:The provisions of this Act under the heading
"Explosions a.nd Accidents" and under the
heading "Miscellaneous" shall apply to every
shire; and the Governor in Council may at any
time make an order extending any other provisions of this Act to the whole or to any parti.
culM part of any shire or to any particular
boiler or class of boilers used in any process
trade or business in any shire or in any specified
part of any shire,

and movedThat sub-clause (2) be omitted.

He said that sub-clause (1) gave power to
inspect boilers in every city, town, and
borough. This left out a large number of
boilers which were .used in creameries and
dairies, and also other boile.rs, which were
spread allover the back country, and which
really did not require inspection. He did
not believe in giving the Governor in
Council power to do all kinds of things
If sub-clause
in matters of legislation.
(2) were agreed to, he believed that as soon
as the Bill was passed the Governor in
Council would extend' the operation of the
Act to the whole of the State, and appoint
inspectors. A number of men would apply
to the Chief Inspector for billets as boiler
inspectors, and then the Chief Inspector
would go to the Minister, and would say
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that he had a lot of inspectors waiting to
be appointed to inspect these boilers in the
back .countrv. The IvIinister would then
have a notice published in the Government
Gazette extending the operation of the Act
a,u over the country. He thought it only
nght that both Houses of Parliament
should be consulted before the operation of
the Act was extended to country districts.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE saiod that if
the honorable member desired merely that
the provisions of the Act should not appl y
to country districts, his amendment went
rather too far. Instead of striking out the
whole of the sub-clause, he should move
to strike out only the latter :Qortion of it.
The honorable member surely did not intend that the provisions of the Act with regard' to explosions and accidents should not
extend to shires.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-I object to the
whole clause.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE asked if
a boiler exploded in the Mallee, wa; no
notice of it to be sent to the Minister, in
order that proper inquiry might be made?
Of course, it was true that sub-clause (2)
gave the Governor in Council power at anv
time to extend the operation of the Act ~
yond the cities, towns, and boroughs.
It
was not intended to make the Act apply
to the whole State immeaiatel v, becausE' .
!here might be a difficulty in' "appointing
Inspectors.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-As soon as you
can get inspectors you will extend it?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that at
present there might be no necessity to extend' the operation of the measure to the
country districts, but in a few years' time
hundreds of boilers might be in- use in the
country which required inspection. This
was really a test cl'ause as to whether the
measure was to be applied to the countrv
districts or not. Mr. Rees had tried to defeat the clause by his amendment in subclause (1), and now that that attempt Had
failed the honorable member mIght be content to allow the rest of the clause to pass.
Mr. Luxton had an amendment whjch
would affect the matter to some extent.
The Hon. R. R. REES said that, in
answer to the Minister of Public Instruction, he would like to point out that he objected to the first part of the clause, as
well as to the second part.
The Hon. A. O. SACHsE.-We have
done with that.
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The Hon. R. B. REES said he was
speaking on sub-clause (2), which saidThe provisions of this Act under the heading "Explosions and accidents" and under the
beading .• Miscellaneous" shall apply to every
shire--

That meant that every man who had a little
boi,ler in a shire must report it to. the inspector in Melbourne, and have his boiler
registered.
The Han. A. O. SACHsE.-He need only
report an explosion.
The Hon. R. B. REES said if a tap
blew out of a boiler the man would have
to report it. If his water gauge broke,
and a little bit of steam escaped, that
would have to be reported.
There were to
be all these little vexatious reports' in order
to magnify the dangers of steam boilers.
If all these little things were reported to
the Chief Inspector in Melbourne there
would be a tremendous report issued annually of the explosions and accidents that
had never been heard of before from steam
boilers in Victoria. Why ,'rere people to
be put to the trouble of continually reporting to Melbourne because a steam tap blew
out, and was fixed in ten minutes?
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Will they
do it?
. The Hon. R. B. REES said they would
be compelled to.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-It means
an injury to any boiler.
The Hon. R. B. REES said if a man
threw a brick at a boiler and made a dent
in it that would have to be reported. That
was a damage. His contention was< that
the whole of sub-clause (2) was unnecessary
and vexatious.
The Hon. W. J. EVANs.-Say the whole
Bill.
The Hon. R. B. REES said he had
said so before, and did not want to repeat
himself. Surelv it was sufficient to experiment with this Bill in the cities, towns,
and boroughs.
The Hon. W. J. EVANs.-Why experiment on us always? Why not experiment
on the countrv?
The Hon. ·R. B. REES said the back
countrv people should be hJelped as far as
possible. They had trouble enough as it
was, and trouble should not be piled on
the 'people who were prepared to go back
into the wilderness to keep the towns going.
Leniency should be exercised with them,
and thev should not be harassed in every
possible way, as was being done by this
vexatious Bill.
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The Hon. D. MELVILLE said it would
be very costly if mechanics had to be
brought into the country to repair boilers.
Mr. Brown had put the case very fairjy.
There were no more boilers going into the
country now.
Travellers were rapidly
going all over the country, and were selling
oil engines at prices ranging from £3 2 •
He had a 3~ horse-power oil engine offered
to him the other day very cheaply. An
oil engine needed no boiler. All the work
in the country in the future would be done
with ordinary oil engines, and to make the
Bill apply in the country would be a mistake.
The country people had unquestionably cried off the Factories Act, and
this Bill would be introducing provisions
of the Factories Act in the country. The
man who managed the boiler was the whole
question to be considered. It was not the
boiler.
The boiler was covered up with
pl'ates, and how was, the inspector to know
whether a boiler was all right until he got
inside it? It would be necessary to stop
the boilers. If the country members wished
to be subject to legislation of this charactef--

An HONORABLE 'MEMBER.-They are
opposed to it.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said he was
not opposed to the Bill. He w.as onJ y
waiting to see what the House would do.
He had an idea that the Bill was not
wanted, but when the question was raised
of danger to h,'uman life, he did not want
an imput.ation passed on him. The thing
was absurd. If he were to turn round
and say to the members who spoke in that
way, "Why, my friends, who promoted
this thing? Who has had it on the noticepaper? It is a Labour man--"
The Hon. W. J. EVANS.-It is none the
worse for that.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-They are all
in favour of the tote at. Collingwood. They
care a lot about human life.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said that was
not being discussed. The Bill was put on
expressly to provide a few billets for
people. There was nothing more in it than
that.
The Minister knew different people
had to be placated to keep things straight.
The Hon. A. O. SAcHsE.-I do not
want to be cruel. but the honorable member's own Govern'ment brought in this Bill.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said if that
were so, it was done to placate somebody,
hut at anv rate the Bill was not passed.
If there had been anv necessitv for this
measure it wO:.Ild haye been passed long
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ago, but surely the Minister, if he thoug~t
over the whole affair, would not be desirOllS o'f making the Bill too extensive.
He
(1\lr. :Melville) did not think the House
wanted the Bill to be too extensive.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said it appeared to him that some honorable members did not want the Bill, but they were
not all prepared to come out as honestly
and straightforwardly as Mr. Rees had
done in moving his amendment, and thus
show that they wanted to wipe the measure
out. It was all very well for lUr. Melville to say the Government had brought in
the measure to placate somebody, and that
it had been brought in by Labour.
IV:10
had the greatest influence with the l\lh·
istry ?
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE.-Jack Wren.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said perl1a)S
that accounted for some of the extraordinary clauses introduced in the Gami.1g
Suppression Bill j but that was getting
away from the point. As he (Mr. Evan~)
. understood the measure, it was to insure
that the boilers were ''lorked in perfe..:t
safetv both on behalf of the owneC3 and
the ~mployes working about them.
Mr.
Reet went into a long speech ahuut a
eucalyptus boiler run up to a pressure of
about 10 lbs. or IS lbs. Was the 11')110rable member going to make anv sensible
person believe that because such a boiler
was not required to work beyond 10 lbs. or
15 lbs., an inspector would insist 011 it
being run up to 50 lbs.? An inspector
would see that it was not required to work
at a pressure of more than IS lbs., and
,~'ould pass it.
Why should not legislatlOn be passed to protect people working
boilers, and to prevent the owners committing suicide? Mr. Rees took it that the
Labour Party had the temerity to laugh at
the statement which he had made. The
honorable member said the boiler he spoke
of was an old boiler.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-It is a boiler
under the lovely definition in this Bill, the
same as an old kettle is.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said the honorable ~ember would surely not take up
the posltlOn that the boiler should carry a
.
dangerous quantity of steam.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-It does not.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said then if a
dangerous quantity of steam was not carried and the boiler was perfectly safe, what
fear had the honorable member of an inspector?
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The Hon. A. O. SACHsE.-There is
more risk.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said undoubtedly there was more risk with such a
boiler, because anyone who knew anything
about boilers knew that when a boiler was
worked out at a high pressure the pressure was reduced accordingly, and if there
was a little extra pressure required for
some cause and there was a weak spot in
the boiler an explosion occurred.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE-The Bill provides for proper safety valve accommodation.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-Have you ever
seen a proper safety valve?
The Hon. W. j. EVANS said he had
seen many,. and he could tell the honorable
member he had doctored some of them.
The locked safety valve was a protection to
the owner of the boiler and the workmen
employed near the boiler.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-Cannot a person doctor the locked safety valve?
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said it all depended what kind of locked safety valve
the honorable member meant. One safety
valve was constructed so that it was supposed to make it impossible to tamper with
it. It was all very well to say the people
connected with boilers would look after
their own interests. Only the other day
there was a case reported in the papers
·where an engine-driver went on duty,
and the watchman, who should have had a
certain amount o'f knowledge about engines, informed the driver that he had
blown the steam down because the engine
was blowing off.
The driver found the
boiler was almost out of order.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-Inspection
would not prevent that.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said he did
not say it would. He was using this as an
argument why these matters should be
looked after. The honorable member said
there was no necessity for an inspector, because the owner of a boiler, in his own interests, would see that everything was right
and proper.
The Hon. A. O. SACHsE.-rrhe safety
valves will be attended to.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said there was
no argument about safety valves, because
anv one who knew anything about boilers
was perfectly well aware that the
safety valve was to prevent undue
pressure being put on
the boiler.
An attempt was being made now to pre~
vent the Bill being applied to the country,
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hut Mr. Manifold, whom no one could
accuse ott being in league with the Labour
Party, said it was required in the country
because some boilers were lashed Lp with
green hide. Mr. Rees went into a long
rigmarole about having to send for an
inspector, and to report a gauge-glass
bursting or a cock breaking off. The thing
was absurd, because there were taps to
shut off .these things when they brc·ke, and
there 'was no necessity to send for anybody. Any man who knew anything at all
about the business could quickly effect the
necessary.repairs. Another point was made
that it wOllld be very expensive to send
for expert labour to do this work, but
one of the very reasons why the Bill was
necessary was that owing to the expense
of getting the necessary skill to keep the
boilers in proper order, owners of boilers
up country took unneoessary risks. If the
Bill was not to be applied to the country
it might as well be thrown out altogether.
In the cities, where skilled workmen were
available, and where the boilers were generally very expensive, it was to the interests
of the owners to see that they were kept
in proper order, so that the Bill was not
required so much in the cities as in the
country. There were so many workers employed in ronnexion with boilers in the
city that any dangerous condition leaked
Ollt, but wh~t possibility was there up country of any man driving a boiler being able
to tell anyone that in some instances the
boiler he was driving was in such a condition that he could put a penknife thrm.gh
it?
.
The Hon. E. l\lILLER asked why 'it
was thought ne<;essary now, after fifty
years with no inspection, to send round inspectors to har~$ every farming community?
All hofiorable members valued
human life very much, but what good was
the Bill going to do?
He knew of no
accident that had occurred except in the
often-qlloted case where a man sat on his
own safety-valve, but nothing would prevent that sort of thing. Nothing would
prevent a man from having his boiler only
half full of water. How were inspectors
goin{{ to stop it? Inspectors were not all
perfect. An inspector in the country would
perhaps keen the unfortunate farmer all
dav taking- him round, and oerhaos entertaining him in his house a{terwa~ds, and
unless the farmer was civil to -him he mlO'ht
po<;siblv renort ag:1jnst the boiler.
The
FiJI seemed alto~ether r,nnecessarv.
At
any rate, it was' inopportune. People' in
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the country should not be interfered with
in this wa.y. Inspection already took place
of boilers in Melbourne and Geelong, and
other centres. The effect of the Bill, as
Mr. Manifold said, would be to drive
people in the country to go in for oil engines instead of steam boilers. He supposed a Bill would then be brought in to
appoint inspectors all over the country foroil engines. There was too much legislation altogether. Honorable members had
been considering the Bill for the last fortnight, and were learning a little more
about it, and that was the rea.son why so
many second-reading speeches had been
made in Committee this evening. He would
like to see some honorable member move to
postpone the Bill altogether.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG said sub·
clause (2) cd clause 3 was not necessary.
There was a large farming community in
the Goulburn Valley who had these
small boilers. They had been in a position
to provide themselves with the necessary
steam appliances to do their little dairying work, using steam separators, &c.
Thev had carried on for years, and he had
not heard of any instance where it was
necessary to have those boilers inspected.
When a farmer found that his boiler was
deterimating or becoming obsolete, h~
quietly sold it and sent it away-he sold
it to the boiler manufactl.rer who tested it
and put it in proper order. If that was
the way the peorle had been going on
throughout ceruntry districts why not let it
continue? Had anybody heard of anv of
these small boilers exploding? They were
under proper control, as the farmers themselves looked after them. It looked as if
a clause like this was proposed from a
mistaken idea that P arIiament must go on
passing legislation. If legislation was to
be passed let it be for the good of the
country, and not to retard the progress of
people on the land. Apparently we were
going to have inspectors for everything.
I f the Minister of Public Instrt.ction was
on the other side he would be the first to
say, "We do not want this sort of legislation. We do net want every man to be
an inspector~" On a recent occasion Mr.
Mel ville objected to the appointment' of inspectors on the ground that there were teo
many already, but their appointment has
been going on ever since.
In the near
future we would have such an army of inspectors that we would not know what to
do with them. They would have to be

Boilers

[COUNCIL.]

turned Ol.t and asked to do something else.
He was going to vote against this subclause, apd to do everything he could to
prevent ~t from becoming law. The inspection of boilers took place at present
under the Mines Act, and all the big boiler!;
in the large centres were inspected.
He
was prepared to let inspection go on in the
huge oentres, because no honorable member wanted life and limb to be endangered,
but at the same time it was not necessary.
to hamper the farming community with an
army of inspectors going out inspecting
for no purpose whatever.
The Hon. R.' B. REES said Mr. Evans
had evidently not read the Bill, especially
clauses 32 and 33. The reporting of explosions and accidents in the cOl,ntry did
include the breaking of a gauge-glass or
the breaking of the cock on a boiler. The
words used in clause 32 were, "on the
occurrence of an explosion from any
boiler or of any accident causing damage Or injury to any boiler notice
shall be sent to the ,Chief Inspector,
who shall cause an inspector to report forthwith."
Did not an occurrence
such as he had mentioned constitute 'an
:lccident causing damage or injury to a
boiler? An amendment had been circulated
by Mr. Hicks to provide that if anv accident happened to a boiler no one ,vas to
be al10wed to touch it until an inSpectOI
arrived and reported on it. What a state
of affairs such a provision would bring
about in the back country, where a man
was irrigating, for instance. Sub-clause (2)
of claust' 32 provided that the notice sent
to the Chief Insnector should state v'.uiO'us
particulars about the part of the Lojler
that failed. So evidently an accident to a
boiler meant even such a trivial thing as
the breaking of a gauge-glass. At present that sort of thing occurred frequently,
and the damage was repaired, and nobody
W:lS the wiser; but under lSub-clause (:~) of
clause ~2, if default was made in complying with the requirements of clause 32 the
person in default w:ts to be liahle on ('onvirtion to a penalty not exceeding £50'
This showed the danger a man would run
if he did not report even a trivial accident to the boiler to the Chief Inspector
in Melbourne, and the whole thing would
be hung up while all the paraphernalia of
the Bill was /lone through over a twopennyhalfpennv injury.
If Isub-clause (2) of
clause .~ was agreed to the stringent provisions of clause 32 would apply to every
little boiler in the country.
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The Hon. W. J. EVANS said if Mr.
Rees knew anything at all about gaugeglasses he would not have spoken as he
had.' He (Mr. Evans) had often put a new
gauge-glass in in three minutes.
It was
absurd to regard that as a failure of the
boiler. What the honorable member described as failures were not regarded by
those' who had technical knowledge of
boilers as failures at all, but simply as
part and parcel of the ordinary working
routine. It was simply absurd for the honorable member to make it appear that the
bursting of a gauge-glass WOuld render any
one liable to a penalty not exceeding £50.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said that
while he did not quite approve of striking
out this sub-clause, the real danger of the
clause if it was applied to the country
was that a man might have a small accident
to his boiler that he might not think worth
reporting, but there might be somebody
about the place, such as a dissatisfied ~E'r
Y;lllt. who might write down to the Chief
Inspector informing on. him. The mere
fact of the existence of that danger IVQuld
lead the man to report even small accidents
that otherwise would pass unnoticed, especially if he thought he would be liable
to a penalty not exceeding £50. He had
never heard of an accident to these boill~rs
jn the country worth reporting. All fhe
accidents that had been reported in the
press had been caLsed bv the gross caleIfsfoness of people themselves, which could
not have been prevented by any system of
inspection.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE said that, as
a countrv man, he must ask the town members to accept his best thanks for the way
in which they considered the welfare of
the people in -the country. Why those honorable members should object to extend the
provisions of this Bill to the country, and
vet at the same time ask 'for their own lives
to be protected, he failed to see. It had
been pointed out by the Minister that human
life was just as valuable in the country as
it was in town. Indeed, he (Mr. Ritchie),
jUdging from some specimens of manhood
he had seen in the town, would say that
life was worth a little more in the country.
T.he more he had listened to the remarks
of honorable memhers, the more he had
come to the conclusion that every argument
which had been advanced whv boilers should
not be inspected in the co'untry rendered
him more anxiolls to extend the provisions
of the Bill to the countrv. The only regret he had at all was that he was 011 the
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side of the Labour Party on this question.
Mr. McLellan practically said that it did
not matter if the employer was blown up;
but if the poor employe was injured, then,
" Oh, my friends, what a calamity!" . He
(Mr. Ritchie) was going to vote for the
Bill, because he thought it was really a
good thing. He did not at all agree with
the remark of Mr. Rees when he spoke of
gauge-glasses, &c. He understood· that
the damage referred to was to the boiler,
and not to .the trimmings outside.
He
(Mr. Ritchie) once had to earn his own
living at hard manual work, and he chose
driving an engine and boiler. On one occasion he sent for a man to inspect the boiler
and test it. The man said he would bring
his hydraulic test, but when he did so, after
surveying the boiler from the outside, he
said, "I don't think 1 will try tesfing it; I
don't think it will stand it." Like the
farmer mentioned by Mr. Sternberg, he
(Mr. Ritchie) sold that boiler, although, of
course, he told the person to whom he sold
it of the circumstances. He believed the
purchaser painted up the boiler, and had
it exposed for sale again.
While
he approved of the proposed inspection as, being necessary, his only
fear was that it was going too 'far to
ask a man to have his boiler inspected every
year. He thought there should be a provision to allow an inspector to give the
owner of a boiler an e:xemption certificate
which would last for at least two years.
With a perfectly new up-to-date boiler,
working only two or thr~ months in the
year-at shearing or at harvesting 'timehe thought it would be quite enough to
have it inspected once in two years. Another good idea would 'be to have a minimum horse-power fixed, under which a
boiler need not be inspected. While t~lk
ing of boilers, he desired to draw the attention of the Refreshment Rooms Committee to the fact that, when honorable
members were "stoking" to-da y , 'he noticed on the bill of fare an item ·"Mountain
duck with port wine sauce, IS. 6d." He
thought it was unsportsmanlike to sell a
duck which was unfit for human consumption, and to sell it when it was out of
season.
The Committee divided on sub-dause
(2)Ayes
21
N~s
5
Majority for the sub-clause...
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The Hon. J. D. BROWN said he desired to mcve that certain words in subclause (2) be struck out.
The CHAIRMAN.-We have already
decided that sub-clause (2) stand part of the
Bill.
The Hon. J. D. BROWN said he was
to understand then that he could not move
that any portion of the sub-clause be struck
out?
The CHAIRMAN.-I cannot accept any
amendment of this clause now.
The Hon. J. D. BROWN said he wished
to know if he could get the clause recom'
mitted?
The CHAIRMAN .-If the clause should
be recommitted, the honorable member can
propose an amendment.
:The Hon. J. D. BROWN said he wished
to know what would be the proper time to
move for the recommittal of the clause?
The CHAIRMAN. - After the other
clauses have been passed.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING remarked
that some honorabl~ members had apparently voted under a misapprehension. Under the circumstances, he would move that
progress be reported.
The CHAIRMAN. - Carry the clause
first.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said his
reason for desiring that progress should be
reported was that they might not have to
carry the clause.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said Dr.
Embling would gain nothing by having progress reported, 'Because the next time the
House went into Committee on the Bill the
Chamber would be in exactl V the same posi. tion as it was now.
It was open to the
honorable member to move for the recommittal of this cllause when the Bill was reported to the House from the Committee.
The clause was agreed to.

Boilers

[COUNCIL.]

Discussion took place on clause 4, which
was as follows:(I) This Act shrull not apply to(a) any boiler used exclusively for domestic purposes in private houses, or
(b) any boiler under the supervision of the
Victorian Railways Commissioners or
the Melbourne Harbor Trust Commissioners, or
(c) to boilers on board steam-ships, or
(d) to boilers within the provisions of the
Mines Acts.
(2) The Governor in Council may at any time
by Order published in the Government Gazette
exempt· from the operation of this Act for such
time as he thinks fit any particular boiler or any
particular class of boilers or any boilers which
are used exclusively in any particular trade or
busine£s, and may al50 exempt any particular
boiler or any particular class of boilers from
the provision of this Act requiring two sa,fety
valves, and may in lieu of such requirement
direct that a particuiar kind of safety valve
shall be provided in the case of such boiler or
class of boiler so exempted.

The Hon. T. C. HARWOUD stated that
this clause provided what bodies should be
exempt from the Act, Among those exempt
were the Melbourne Harbor Trust CommISSIoners.
Was there any reason why the
Geelong Harbor Trust Commissioners
should not also be exempt?
He did not
want to have any injustice done to Geelong.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-The Geelong
Harbor Trust was not in existence when
the Bill was drafted.
The Hon. T. C. HAR WOOD said he
supposed that was the reason.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE observed that
the Geelong Harbor Trust Commissioners
would probably onlv have steam boilers
,,,,hich were on vessels, and paragraph (c) of
this clause provided for a case of that
kind.
The Hon. W. CAIN remarked that this
was a reprint of the old Bill.
The Geelong Harbor Trust was not in existence
when the Bill was originally drafted.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD.-I think
that was the reason.
The Hon. W. CAIN said the Bill was
pigeonholed some years ago, and the Geelong Harbor Trust had oorne into existence
since, and had been overlooked.
The Han. M. CUSSEN stated that he
wished to exempt the little engines ~hat
were used for driving separators for daIrYing purposes.
Thev were small engines
of 2 or 3 horse-power.
He wished. to ha.ve
them exempt throughout the farmmg diS-'
tricts.
Thev were too small to necessitate that the farmers should be brought
under the Factories Act.
The farmers
had a terrible dIslike to that.
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The Hon. A. O. SACHSE stated that
Mr. Manifold had an amendment to propose in paragraph (b), and if that
amendment were c,arriecil, it woul,d
decide the point which Mr. Cussen
had raised. The petty boilers of I or 2
horse-power which! were used to drive little
centrifugal separators could be exempt if
the House so desired. but if the honorable
member wished tliat all engines used in
connexlon with dairying should be exempt
that would mean that steam boilers up to
50 horse-power which were used at dcihying
factories would also be exempt.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN.-I consulted Mr.
Manifold, and he said his amendment would
not deal with my point.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLIKG remarked
that if Mr Cussen allowed this opportunity
to pass the chances were he would not be
able to bring on his amendment afterwards.
T.he Hon. M. CUSSEN.-I have me 'Minister's assurance.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said Ministers had very bad memories.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said he
certainly did give notice of an amendment
limiting the application of this Act to
boilers of more thlan 6 horse-power, but he
intended to withdraw that proposal with
a view to inserting a limitation of a different character.
It would not embrace Mr.
Cussen's amendment.
The Hon. 1\1. CUSSEN said he proposed to move that the following words be
added to paragraph (a): -" or for dairying
purposes."
If the Minister thought it
better he would also insert the words "not
exceeding 6 horse-power.' ,
The Hon. A. O. SACHsE.-Mr. Manifold
proposed to make 6 horse-power the limit.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN said in that case
he would make the limit 6 horse-power.
He would therefore move his amendment,
as follows:That the following words be added to paragraph (a)-" for dairying purposes not exceeding
6 horse-power or."

The Hon. A. O. SACHSE remarked that
he was stronWr opposed to this amendment
exeIl1:pting boilers under 6 horse-fX>wer used
for dairying purposes.
Take the case of
a big factorv in Flinders-lane, used exclusively for dairying purposes.
The Hon. :M. CUSSEN. - Their boiler
would be over 6 horse-power.
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The Han. A. O. SACHSE said in those
cases the boilers were not always over 6
horse-power.
The Hon. R. B. REES.-But the v are
driven by oil or gas.
..
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said if it was
the desire of the Chamber that boilers up
to 6 horse-power used in dairying should be
exempt entirely.! why shaul the exemption
only be for ooilers of that kind used in
dairying?
The Han. W. H. EMBLING.-It is a
country trade.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said he
would ask why a portable engine of 6 horsepower should not also be exempt.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-That is Mr.
Manifold's amendment.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said he understood Mr. Manifold's amendment would
'1
not touch! bOl ers used for driving engines.
The Han. W. S. MANIFOLD.-That is so.
The Han. A. O. SACHSE said that Mr.
Cussen did not state what a 6 horse-power
meant.
The Admiralty rule was that 10
square feet of reating surface was I horsepower.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-We adopt 20
square feet here.
The Hop. A. O. SACHSE said that was
not so.
The Continental rule was 12
square feet.
The American rule in cases
where they used a blue bunsen flame was
6 or 8 square feet.
In some motor cars
where the fuel was gaslfied the heatina
surface was brought down to' 5 square fee~
per horse-power.
There wouler have to be
a clear indication of what 6 horse-power
meant.
The honorable member should
make his amendment provide for boilers not
exceeding 60 square feet of heating surface.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN.-Six square feet
will heat the boiler I am speaking of.
The Han. A. O. SACHSE said if the
honorab!e member wanted 6 horse-power
exempted, he must adopt the definition of
60 square feet of heating surface.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING remarked
that Mr. Cussen's idea was that the Act
should not apply to dairies 1n the country.
The Minister .talked about dairies in Flinders-Iane, and stated that the amendment
would exempt them.' Mr. Cussen did not
The position he
want to exempt them.
(Dr. Embling) took UD was that he did not
want 10 have the small· boilers of the
farmer~ and dairies interfered with. Mr.

a
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Cussen simply wanted to exempt the
farmers in the country, and did not want·
to touch the city at all.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that the
amtendment that had been circulated by
Mr. Manifold would meet the purpose Mr.
Cussen had' in view.
If Mr. Cussen
adopted that proposal the Committee could
discuss it, and, perhaps, arrive at a satisfactory settlement.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said
that he might be allowed to give his rea·
sons for withdrawing his amendment. If
a man bought a boiler for a certain :gurpose he invariably wanted to do some other
work with it as well.
Everyone who
owned an engine had had that experience.
He had had the experience himSleU.
When he bought an engine he bought it to
do partiCular work, and, subsequently, he
wished it to do other work. The only way
to do that was to hold down the safety
valve, and that was done every day. There
was just as much danger with a 6 horsepower boiler as with a 50 horse-power
boiler. There 'was a factor of safety in
. the smaller boiler, but the dav came when
it would go. He thought it -wiser, therefore, to withdraw his amendment, so that
boilers used for steaming purposes only,
and not for driving engines, would alone
exemp~ed, b~cause there was no danger
m conneXlOn WIth them.
The Han. M. CUSSEN said he was prepared to take up Mr. Manifold's amendment, and move it. He had submitted
his proposal to one of the largest sellers
of cream separators in Melbourne, and that
gentleman considered that it 5 horse-power
engines could be exempted it would meet
the requirements of the aairy people.
There. was very little risk of danger in
conneXIon with the boilers used for cream
s~par~to~s, and the farmers, especially in
~llS dIstnct, where there was one of these
10 ever: second house. w;>uld ~ greatly
annoved .bv a system of mspectlOn.
He
would WIthdraw his amendment.
Mr. Cussen's amendment was withdrawn.
The Han. T. C. HARWOOD moved-

?e

That the words "the Geelong Harbor Trust
Commissioners or" be added to paragraph (b).

The amendment was agreed .to.
The Hon. 1\1. CUSSEN proposed the
following new paragraph:(e) ~'o boilers of not more than 5 horse-power

~~a~~~Chsu~~~~e~ot

mOTe than' 50 square feet of

27 10

Boilers

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE said he
could not see the object of this proposal.
There might be a factory in the country
working a boiler of 5 horse-power and
ten men with their horses and carts unloading milk. If the boiler exploded the men
might all be killed. The only difference
between a 5 horse-power and a 50 horsepower boiler was that the larger one killed
quicker. Mr. Cussen wanted to exempt the
farmers frum inspection, when a meagre
fee of something like lOS. was to be
charged. For that small fee the boiler
would be inspected, and that inspection
might mean the saving of life. He would
vote against the amendme~t.
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should be given to farmers, and that the v
should not be harassed by inspectors under
this Bill. It seemed to him, however, that
the case was met by sub-clause (2), which
gave power to the Governor in Council to
exempt from the operation of the Ac,:
"any particular boiler or any particular
class of boilers or any boilers which we
used exclusively in any particular trade or
business." The whole of the trouble in
connexion with the measure would arise in
the administration of it. If it was administered fairly it would be all right, but if an
inspector was allowed to go about the
country and ha:rass the farmers it might
be a great annoyance.

The Hon. A. O. SACHSE observed
The Hon. A. McLELLAN said it would
that there was not the same danger of a appear that the Minister in charge of the
5 horse-power boiler exploding as of a 50 Bill intended to accept the amendment, but
horse-power boiler.
There was a great he (Mr. :McLellan) agreed with Mr. Ritchie
factor of safety in connexion with the and Mr. Manifold on this point. It seemed
smaller boiler.
There was a factor to hjm that there was an element of danger
called the factor of expansion, and the no matter how small the boiler might be.
bigger the boiler the greater was the factor He hoped the clause would be allowed to
of expansion. A boiler 20 feet long, it remain as it was.
should be understood, might be extremely
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU said that
heated at the furnace end, and be com- . honorable members did not want to run a
paratively cool at the other end, and the good principle to death. The inspection of
differential expansion would be so great boilers might be a good thing, but it was
as to render an explosion liable. No mat- possible to go too far in that direction. The
ter how carefully bo~lers were designed, amendment seemed to be· a fairly good one.
that factor of expanslOn could never be It might be a little too wide, and it might
exactl y calculated.
With smaller boilers be better to restrict it to bqilers of 4 .horsethat risk hardly existed. It was very rarely power. These little boilers had never been
that small boilers exploded,"and when they known to explode on the farms throughout
did they did not do much damage. He was Victoria. I t was well known that some
not in favour of the amendmen~J thoug1h honorable ~embers would apply the Fache would not oppose any amendment that tories Act to every farm in the country,
be thought would improve the Bill. There though, if they did so, our productioo
were a great many small boilers usen in the would fall by 50 per cent. He was a supcountry in which the risk of explosion was porter of the Factories Act himself,. but it
reduced to a minimum. It was for the was necessary to go slowly in this direction.
Committee to say whether those little Honorable members knew that inspectors
boilers should be exempted or not. He be- were very fond of enlarging their sphere of
lieved that one firm sold 700 or 800 of usefulness, and unless this amendment was
these little boilers, that were probably carried, they would probably bring every
about 2 horse-power or less. They were boiler under their purview. As the Minister
generally used to generate. steam for heat- of Public Instruction himself pointed out,
ing 'purposes and to dnve cream sepa- very little danger attached to these small
rators.
boilers, so that he (Mr. Baillieu) thought
The Hon. W. CAIN said he could quite the Committee would be doing right in acrealize that Mr. Cussen was disposed to cepting the amendment. Honorable memguard the small men ,:"ho h~d en~ine~ d~v bers were all very anxious to save life, but
inf.{ separators, especIally m hIS dISt~ICt. his own opinion was that if a Bill was
To m::),ke the amendment applv to all bOIlers passed making it compulsorv that every bo~r
up to 5 horse-power. seemed ~ather wide, should learn to swim, it would be the means
but it was all a questIon of firmg. It was of saving more lives than any measure of
absolutely necessary that some protection the kind now before the Committee.
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The Hon. W. LITTLE said he intended
to support the amendment. As one who
was interested in dairying, he could say
that, although he was not an expert in machinery, he knew something about the requirements of a pairy farm. A 5 horsepower boiler might be rather large, but on a
dairy plenty of hot water was needed, 'and
steam-power was needed also for a number
of different purposes. He thought it' very
necessary that there should be some provision exempting boilers used on dairy farms,
and the arnen'dment seemed to meet the
case.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG said he was
glad that Mr .. Cussen had submitted this
amendment, because it met with his cordial
approval. He had intended to make a simi~
• lar amendment in a subsequent clause, but
it would COOle in better in connexion with
the clause now before the Committee. He
agreed with those honorable members ;'vho
had stated that it was absurd to insert the
clause as it stood in the Bill, but the amendment would do away with the difficulties
that had been pointed out in connexion with
steam boilers used bv farmers. Surely a
farmer who used a small boiler in connexion
with dairying should not be hampered as
was proposed in this Bill.
The H~. J. D. BROWN expressed the
hope that the amendment would be carried.
The fact that such an amendment was
necessary showed t~ want of preparation
in connexion with the Bill. . The Minister
in charge of the Bill admitted that a lot
of the small boilers might be exempted from
the Bill.
The Hon. A. O. SAcHsE.-I did not admit that. I only said it was a matter for
the ,committee to decide ..
The Hon. J. D. BRo.WN said that if
Ministers went into the country, they would
find that' among the people who were· keeping the count·ry going there was a very
strong feeling agai,nst this kind of legislation. l\fen were going off the land because
they would not submit to be inspected at
every turn. It was all very well to say that
the cost of inspection would be only JOS.
per boiler, but who was going to pay the
rest of the cost? In the ca$e of manv farming districts, it would take the inspector
three or four davs to travel there f!fom Mel. bourne and make the inspection. No inspectors who were worth their salt could be
got for less than £5 or ;1',6 a vveek, and
the total cost of inspecting the boilers
would be vetv large. If it was intended to
inspect the boilers on every farm in the
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country, the Government would have to put
on £8,000 or £10,000 a year of extra
taxation to pay for it. It was all very well
for the Minister of Public Instruction to
smile, but let him go among the people in
the country, and he would hear a good deal
of plain talk about what was going on in
Melbourne.
Honorable members in this
House ·were kept from the end of June
until now doing nothing. They had merely
passed half-a-dozen Bills of a technical
character, and had now arrived at the middle of November, and even now all they
had before them was a Bill which contained
many things which the Minister himself admitted need nat be in it at all. Were honorable members to be kept here all the summer in order to pass Bills which would aggraryate nine-tenths of the people in the
country ? Not a single instance had been
given In which a 4 or 5 horse-power boiler
had exploded in the country districts. The
Minister of Public Instruction had not given
a single solid reason why the Bill should
be passed. If there had been even a few
accidents through the explosion of boilers,
there would have been some reason for the
measure, but no such instan~e had been
given. The Bill proposed that wherever a
farmer made use of a steam boiler, no matter how small, he should be subjected to
havi"ng an inspector driving up every now
atld again to ,inspect it. The Government
were putting difficulties in the way of the
Yery people who deserved to be encouraged.
What was the use of passing a Closer Settlement Bill in order to put people on the
land whilst at the same time legislation of
this kind was proposed, which would only
have the effect of driving them off the land?
He was astonished that this Bill had passed
the Assembly with some of the clauses it
contained. He strongly protested against
the insinuation that because some honorable
members were opposed to legislation of this
kind, they were careless of human life, A
suggestion of that kind should not be made
in this Chamber, and should not be allowed.
Human life was more cared for in the
country than it was in the town, and it
should not be suggested that honorable
members were careless of human life merely
because they objected to a badly-drawn
Bill.
The amendment was agreed to.
On the motion of the Hon. A. O.
SACHSE, pro!ress was then reported.
The House adjourned at half-past nine
o'clock, until Tuesday, November 20.
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, November 13, 1906.
The SPEAKER took the chair at sixteen
minutes to five o'clock p.m.
POSTPONEMENT OF GOVERNMENT
BUSINESS.
Mr. BENT movedThat the Questions and Orders of the Day,
Government business, be postponed until after
general business.

The motion was agreed to.
P,IANOS FOR STATE SCHOOLS.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East>.
movedThat a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the agreement
entered into between the Honorable the Minister
of Public Instruction and Mr. Hugo 'Wertheim
for the supply of 200 Perzina pianos to the
Education Department; such Committee to consist of
with power to call for persons, papers, and records, to move from place to place, to sit on
days on which the House does not meet, and to
report the minutes of evidence from time to
time; three to be the quorum.

He said-I propose to ask leave to ame:ld
the motion by inserting the names of .,Mr.
Anstey, Mr. Beazley, Mr. A. A. Billson,
Mr. Boyd, Mr. J. Cameron, l\1,r.
McCutcheon, and Mr. McKenzie.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member will be aware that this amendment ca:n
only be made by leave. Otherwise, it will
require a day's notice.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).I am asking for leave.
Mr. BENT.-I will not agree to it.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable memher then must give notice.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).The honorable gentleman does not agree?
Mr. BENT.-No.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).rfhank vou.
Mr. f W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-I
wOl.ld ask what position we are in now
that all the questions and Orders of the
Day, Government business, have been postponed?
• Sir ALEXANDER PEACocK.-Until after
this motion, which is general business.
lVfr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzrov).Having got the consent of the House to the
adjournment of all the preceding business,
the Premier himself now objects to the
motion coming on.
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The SPEAKER.-It is the amendment
to which the honorable gentleman objects.
Under the Standing Orders an amendment
to a motion must be made on notice, except
by leave. The Premier objects, and therefore that is at an end.
~lr. vVATT.-Would it not be competent for the honorable member for Bendigo East to move his motion as it now
stands?
The SPEAKER.-Certainly.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).I am mCIVing the motion, only I thought
it would save time if we now put in
the names which I mention.
Under the
circLmstances, to do that will require
another motion. I shall have to give notice
in order to put in the names.
Mr. BROMLEy.-Why not leave it to the
House in its judgment to put in the names?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).I am agreeable to that. I do not want to
go through the whole of the matter in
moving this motion, as the circumstances are
all fresh in the minds of honorable memThere is a general consensus of
bers.
opinion throughout the State that this matter should be inquired into, with the view
of having any misunderstanding cleared up.
I have not seen one newspape"r that has
dealt with the Subject but what has condemned the agreement' which was entered
into. At the time I brought the matter
before the House I was not aware that an
agreement had been legally entered into,
but I understand, from the admissions of
the Premier, that an agreement had been
entered into, and that owing to the good
offices of some gentlemen outside, Mr.
Wertheim had very generous 1y seen fit to
permit it to be voided. I do not propose
to take up the time of the House in speaking at any length to the motion, because
the matter was pretty well ventilated when
it was discussed last Thursday week. But
I want to draw attention to one statement
made bv the Premier, when giving an explanation last Wednesdav. He 'said that
he had seen invoices from Mr. Wertheim,
which showed that some of these pianos
I have here a
were invoiced at £52 lOS.
circular issued bv a Mr. M. A. Witk6wski
of London, in {vhich he quotes the price~
and the terms for various makes of pianos.
I find in this list there are Perzinas.
The
trade discount is shown as 50 per cent.,
and 10 per cent., and 2! p@r. cent. off for
" prompt."
According to the circular,
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identically the same piano which was proposed to be taken by the Education Department-that is a 4 ft. 4 in. one-in
black, would be sixty-five guineas. There
are qllotatioos of Perzina, Arnall, Langgritz, Bell, and Hedke pianos, and the
prices are given fer a single piano sold in
London. One in burr walnut or Chippendale mahQgany would be sixty-eight
guineas. It will be seen, therefore, that
a piano of the highest price-the s{xtyeight guinea one, of the same size as those
which were to be supplied to. the Education
Department, CQuid be delivered at Melbourne for £29 16s. 6d. There is an ad
valorem duty 0'£ 20. per cent., which: would
bring the price up to .(36. Whether the
Department were to get the higher priced
of these 4 ft. 4 in. pianes I do not know,
but if the Premier saw invoices showing
that seme of these pianos were invoiced at
£52 lo.S., then all I can say is, if the honorable gentleman had been shown the numbers of these pianos, he couldhave seen
if they were identical with those which
were to have been supplied to. the Education Department.
We p~s"jed a resolution in this House unanimously on 17th
October of last vear, in which it was declared-'
That in obtaining machinery, goods, or
material for the service of the State, the Government shall, with a view to the encouragement of
our own manufacturers and producers, give substantial and effective preference to those manufactured or produced in the Commonwealth.

Apart from the general principle as to
whether pianos are necessary for State
schools, there is another question to be
considered.
Recognising, as most hen·
orable members in this chamber do., that
in the outlying por6ons of the country
there is a considerable 1ack of schcol a.ccommodation, and knowing the obstacles
that are met with when people apply to
the Education Deoartment for incre::tsed
facilities for the children, it does seem
somewhat at variance with ele doctrine or
principle laid down by the Department in
dealing with these_ applications-the invariable excuse being lack of funds-that
funds were to be found for the purpose Qf
supplying pianos.
I think there can be
no two Qpinions as to this-that hQwever
beneficial music may be to the rising generation, far mOre benefit will be derived by
them from instruction in the three R's.
That will be more useful to them than the
knowledge thev wordd gain by being students of Schubert. The other principle
I wish to draw attention to is that this is
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a protectionist country . We recognise that
everything that can be made here should
be produced here, and that whatever
example the State can set in that direction
should be set.
On many O<X:'asions we
have had del)ates on the floor of this
chamber in reference. to the policy of Governments from time to time in procuring
goods from outside the Commonwealth
which could have been supplied here. The
resolution that I have just referred
to
was the outccme of a compromise or a conference held on that
.occasion on a motion introduced by
the honorable member for AbbQtsford.
It goes without question that at the present time there is being produced in the
Commonwealth a musical instrument that
?ome people claim is superior to any other
Instrument, and that others sa.y is at least
equal to any other instrument in the WQrld.
There could be no finer object-lesson for
the children of the State schools, with regard to the advantages of protection, than
letting them see for'themselves the fact that
the instrument used-assuming that it is
necessary to have pianos in the State schools
-was one made by an Australian manufacturer. We talk of Australia for the Australians, and we should certainly encourage
the idea of Australian work for Australian
hands.
The time has gone by for this
Par1iament to question the advisability of
encouraging by every possible means the
production amongst ourselves of those articles that we require. I feel convinced that
this is a motion that must commend itself to
honorable members, and I think I can
safely claim that I have couched it in suc.b
term~ that it cannot be obnoxious to the
Government. I have no desire to hamper
the Government, but I think it is necessary
that we, as a Parliament, Ishould purge
ourselves from any imputation that things
have not been done in a manner that is
legal or in accordance with the policy of
the cOuntry. I may not be right, but I
think an hQnQrable member, the other night,
quoted from some regulation shQwing that a
contract for any work costing over £10.0
could not be entered into without an Order
in Council, and that it would have to be let
by public tender. I will leave the matter
in the hands of the House, satisfied that
their loyalty to. their country will induce
them to appoint a Committee to. inquire inta
all the surroundings of the case.
Mr. BROMLEY seconded the motion.
Mr. BENT.-This motion does not sound
like a motion of want of confidence, but it
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would be well for me to ask pro forma
whether it is intended as such. I . would
ask the leader of the Opposition that question. If it 15 intended as a motion of want
of confidence, all right; but if it is not I
am prepared to give an explanation.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I think, considering the number of statements made
publicly on this question, the amount of information given to the House, and the fact
that this arrangement is in direct opposition
to the policy of the country, it would be
wise to have a Committee of Inquiry appointed to ascertain all the factIS of the
case.
l\Ir. BENT.-I do not take the statement
of the leader of the Opposition to mean
that he regards this motion as one of want
of confidence. No doubt the country requires an explanation. I gave that explanation the other night. No matter whether
it was Mr. Sachse, or anybody else in the
Ministry, no one would be permitted to buy
these pianos if it came to my knowledge as
Treasurer. There is not the slightest doubt
that members know that.
I will admit
that a motion was passed by the House,
and since it was pas.sed I have honorably.
observed it, and I sent a letter and
a copy of a regulation to each Minister
on the subject.
In one or two cases
we have paid 33 per cent. more for goods
manufactured here than ~we WQuld have had
to pay for imported goods. I am prepared
to say that, if I were asked to give preference to the particular country where these
pianos are made, I would not do so.
I
would rather give the preference to the
countrv under whose flag we live. I must
give the honorable member for Bendigo
East all credit for the manner in which he
has dealt with this question. I am not at
all vexed with him for the way he put thi,s
case, for he had a perfect right to ask for
an explanation. I have the papers here,
and I am prepared to place them on the
table; they explain the whole of the circumstances. Mr. Sachse did not think he
had made an agreement.
He is not a
lawyer, and he thought he was getting a
good thing.
Mr. BROMLEY.-You ought to get rid of
him.
Mr. BENT.-I have no doubt that every
one of us has done worse than this.
Mr. BRoMI1EY.-We are not such fools.
Mr. BENT.-IIS any explanation to be
a:llowed, or am I to call upon Mr. Sachse
to resign? Do honorable members call upon
the Government to resign? That is not the
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way things were done in the old days, for
then, if a motion of want of confidence
came up, the parties said there was something wrong.
Has there been anything
wrong in this case beyond a mistake, which
I admit?
Has there been any consideration given to the l\tfinister of Public Instructioo ? Cam any such charge be made
against him? If any proposition of that
kind were made, and I felt there was anything. wrong, I would be one of the first to
call upon him to resign; but there is nothing but the fact that he ought to have
carried out that palrticular resolution of
the House. I again :sa v that it was a mistake. It was not wilfully done; he thought
he was doing something for the children of
the State.
Mr. BEARD.-The mistake was that it
was found out.
Mr. BENT.-It could not be "found
out" when it came to me as Treasurer. It
was published in the school Gazette, and
there was no behind-the-door work about it.
It was open.
Mr. BRoMLEY.-Nothing very open about
it. How many people see the Education
Gazette?
Mr. BENT.-It was seen by our friend
the member for Bendigo East; he saw it
pretty quickly, and he pointed it out to
me, and directly I learned of it I stopped
it. The honorable member told me about
it before it came before the House, and I
give him credit for his fairness.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.- That Gazettr
was posted to every member of both Houses.
Mr. BENT.-I admit that I did not see
it ill the Gazette. but when the honorable
member for Bendigo East told me of it I
had Mr. Wertheim before me next mornin~
and there were no pianos to be purchased
because of that resolution of the House.
I know there has been a lot .said because it
is a German firm, and we know full weI I
that Mr. Beale has made a great deal of
it. He makes pianos, and I am told he
gets most of the guts from other countries, and puts them together in Australia.
Therefore it is tSix of one and half-a-dozen
of the other.
Mr.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens). Beale's piano factory is one of the finest
in the world, and he makes nearly everything himself.
Mr. BENT.-Mr. Wertheim made a
proposition to the Minister, and it appears
that a good many people, including myself,
have said that there were cases where it
would be advisable to introduce music into
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the State schools. I am greatly in favour
of music, and it pleased me when I went
in1b the country districts 'to see people
who had been working all day enjoying
themselVes at a concert at night. With
this idea, the proposition was submitted
to the Minister of Public Instruction. It
is said that a contract was made. The
contract was contingent upon £24 being
collected in the district that required the
piano. That sum was to be found by
the people in the -district, and upon that
the Minister was to contribute £12, and
the piano was to be the property of the
State.
Mr. BROMLEY.-But they had to procure
the pianos of one maker.
Mr. BENT.-No; Victoria is mentioned.
Mr. A. S. BAlLES (Bendigo East).That is not in accord with the statement
in the- Gazette.
Mr. BENT.-I will read this letter,
dated loth October, 1906Referring to your letter in regard to pianos
in State schools, I am directed by the Honorable
the Minister to state that he has considered your
liberal offer-

.He thought it was 1iberalanti is prepared to contribute to the purchase
O'f 200 pianos, subject to the following condi·
tions :-(1) That pianos are to be supplied only
as ordereci by teachers or Boards O'f Advice
ll:lrough this Department; (2) that if the schools
or the Boards of Advice do not come fO'rward
with their subscriptions, the Department will not
complete the purchase, or regard itself as in anv
way responsible or liable; and (:~) that no d;.
partmental contribution will be given in respect
to other pianos until 200 of such instruments
have been purchased from you under these con·
ditions, save and except as to pianos manufactured in Victoria--
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Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East). That was a safe thing to put in.
Mr. BENT.-Who says that no pianos
are made in Victoria?
Mr. BROMLEY.-I say so.
Mr. BENT.-Then I say the honorable
member is wrong, for there are pianos made
in Victoria. I would !Sooner have an English piano than a Sydney one.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Do you recollect
that resolution which stated" g.oods manufactured in the Commonwealth"?
Mr. BENT.-Have I not admitted that?
To that extent I blame the Minister. In
the multitude of work and the variety of
things to be attended to it may have esc.aped his attention. Many of these things
escape our attention. I was a party to
that resolution, and I have not failed to
carry it out. The papers further st~teWith the desire to bring the acquisition of a
school piano within the reach of all schools, the
Honorable the Minister has decided to assist
teachers and Boards of Advioe to purchase approved instruments 00 specially low terms. He
is, therefore, prepared to add a sum of moneY'
to that subscribed or otherwise raised locally.
Mr. Sachs-e has, after careful inquiry into the
merits of the Perzina piano, come to an arrange·
ment with Mr. Hugo Wertheim for the supply
of 200 Perzina pianos for use in State schools.
These pianos
~e supplied to any school
which remits a sum of £24 to this office. A
ten years' guarantee will be given with each
piano, and, if desired; an instrument will be
specially selected' by a l~ading expert (to be
employed by this Department) on payment of a
sma.ll fee.
Pianos will be delivered, free of cost, to
schools in the metropolitan area. For transmission to the country, the pianos will be delivered
at the Railway Station, Melbourne, free of
cost, but freight must be paid by the purchaser.

will

Mr. A. S. BAlIJES (Bendigo East.) Mr. BROMLEY.-They first ascertained
Tfiat
is the announcement to the public.
that there were no pianos manufactured in
There is not a word in that to sav that
Victoria.
the public would have the choice ~f anv
Mr. BENT.-It was all put in to- other piano. It is confined to tbe Per'gether.
zinas.
save and except as to pianO's manufactured in
Mr. BENT.-Mr. S'achse informs me
Victoria, and of a quality approved of by the
Department, and On similar terms to those that these pianos were to be for country
undertaken by you.
Kindly reply notifying towns,
your acceptance of the above conditions.
Mr. BROMLEY. - That does not matter
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).- one iota.
There is not one word of that last paraMr. BENT.gr::tph in the official annoiuncement to the
The price of the piano to' be supplied would
public.
in the ordinary cOurse of trade be £72.
It will be understood that pianos thus obMr. BENT.-Th.is is the letter to Werthrough the Education Department will
theim. This was in the contract, or what tained
remain the property of the. school, and must
I call the contract. There is no mistake not be removed without the authority of the
about Victotia being mentioned.
(
Minister. In the event of a school being c'osed,
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the piano will become the property of the Department, to be used in some other school in
the locality.
...
Should it be desired to' obtain immediate delivery of a piano on deferred payments, this
can be arrangcd by sending a proposal through
this Department to Mr. Wertheim.

Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Time payment.
Mr.BENT.-There is another letter
here, dated 12th October, 1906, and sent
by Mr. Hugo Wertheim to the Minister
of Public Instruction. It statesI have the honour to acknowledge receipt of
your letter of even date, in which you state yO'ur
willingness to cvntribute to the purchase of
200 Perzina pianO's, subject to the conditions set
out in such letter under paragraphs I, 2, and 3.
I now desire to inform you that I herewith
accept such conditions.
~{r. PRENDERGAST.-The contract had
been concluded.
Mr. BENT.-Here is a letter from Mr.
Wertheim. He says-

Re piano contract--

Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East.) 'He had a contract.
Mr. B~NT.-All those who are not lawyers think it was a contract, but whether
it was or not, I stated the other night that
I treated it as such, and I cancelled it,
and Mr. Wertheim agreed to the cancellation. He saysRe piano contract with Education Department.
I desire, as arranged yesterday at the interview
you were good enough to accO'rd me, to formally
cancel the above contract. 'ViII you permit me
to add that I grea,uy appreciate the courtesy
that you have extended to me, and the generous
allusion to myself which you made to the
HO'use, and I thank you sincerely for it.

Mr. ,cOLECHIN.-I suppose there was a
stamp on the contract.
Mr. BENT.-A grea;t many people say
it was not a contract. There was no stamp
on it. If the honorable member wants to
bring Wertheim tmder the Stamps Act I
will help him to do it. I have now given
the whole of the information. I have a lot
of letters here that I received since, including some from Mr. Beale. He has sent
me several letters, and he is willing to
supply pianos. I do not think I will detain the House any longer. The offence,
if one has been committed, is not one to
justify a motion of want of confidence in
the Minister of Public Instruction. I am
inclined to think that honorable members,
with the knowledge they have now, will
see that the worst that can be said is 'that
it was an error of judgment. Everyone
errs.
Some one has suggested that I
should have called upon Mr. Sachse to
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resign. I will not do anything of the
kind. I will risk it.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens).-His own
decency ought to prompt him to resign.
Mr. BENT.-The honorable member's
name is one of those on the Committee,
but the honorable member has expressed his
opinion on the case in the country. The
honorable member for Bendigo East only
handed me the list about an hour before
I came in. The honorable member for
Ovens has given his verdict of guilty before hearing the evidence, and he would
not be a good juror to send the case to.
Mr. A. S. BAILlES (Bendigo East.) I did not put my own name on, for the
reason that I brought the matter before
the House.
:Mr. BENT.-I have said all along that
the honorable member ha:s been fair enough.
The honorable member told me from the
first, and I knocked the piano business clean
out. The honorable member for Fitzroy has
already declared against the defendant, if
I may call him so, and, consequently, one
would hardly expect him to be a fair member of the Committee. However, the l\t.I"inister of Public Instruction has nothing further to say. He does not condemn himself, nor do I condemn him beyond what I
liave said. These papers sho~ the whole
of the transaction, and if the Government
is to be removed from office because of a
few German pianos, after the matter has
been put right-thanks to the honorable
member for Bendigo E ast-I- do not ffiink
it would be at all a proper thing.
Mr. BRoMLEY.-Ministries have been removed for less than that.
Mr. WATT (to Mr. Bent).-What about
the motion?
Mr. BENT.-I accept that as a motion
of want of confidence.
Mr A S BAILES (Bendigo East).-You
know it is not intended as that.
Mr. BENT.-I know that the leader of
the Opposition does not take it up as a motion of want of confidence. Having given
this correspondence to the House, I think
that honorable members will be satisfied.
No Committee could find out anything
more than I have given here. These are
all the papers concerning the matter.
Mr. BROMLEY.-You aTe an admirable
bluffer.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).-A
lot of things happen that do not appear in
any correspondence.
•

r ..
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Mr. BENT.-:-lf the honorable member
in moving his motion had said anything to
justify it beyond the fact of that one mistake as to the resolution that was passed
by the House, it would be a different matter, but he has not said a word. I understood that it was to be brought up a la
McKenzie. There is no McKenzie about this.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).-There was nothing about MCKenzie unlil
inquiry was held.
Mr. BENT.-Yes, there was.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Do these
papers show that the officers were consuited?
Mr. BENT.-I think Mr. Tate's name
is on one of them.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Tate is more to blame
than Sachse, and Sachse is bad enough,
God knows.
Mr. BENT.-There is a memorandum
here from Mr. Tate, but I do not want to
bring in any of the officers of the Department because I understand that the officers
are officers of the State, and not the officers
of any Minister or of any other individual.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-I do not think it is fair
. to bring in Mr. Tate
Mr. BENT.-That is the reason I have
not done so. I take it for granted that Mr.
Tate simply carried out the. instructi(:)lls ?f
the Minister. I am not gomg to bnng m
Mr. Tate or anyone else, and I am not
going to say that Mr. Sachse was free from
blame, in view of the resolution that was
passed by the House. I believe mvself
that the desire to get these pianos, and to
get music in t~e. schools, wa~ a good 0!1e.
I think the MU1lster of PublIc InstructIOn
quotes me as haying said, at the Exhibition, that I was sweet on these pian.os. I
did not say I was sweet on these particular
pianos, because I knew nothing about them,
but I am sweet about giving musical instruction in the schools. Something has
been said about filters, but when we come
to the Estimates I would not allow money
to be provided either for filters or f?r
pianos until this House had agreed to It.
I think the most that can be said is that
there was an error of judgment, but it was
repaired as soon as possib~e. and I think,
under the circumstances, it would be unwise on mv part to agree to a resolution
appointing a Select Committee to inquire
further into the matter.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I stated previously, in referring to this matter, that I
thought an inquiry should take place. Of
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course, any statement made by the Premier as to anything which the leader of the
Opposition may have said at that time, or
,anything which the Premier may deduce
from that, has nothing to do with the matter at all. From reading the correspondence, I am quite convinced that a contract
existed-I think that must be plain-and
that that contract existed in spite of a resolution that had been passed by this
House that only goods manufactured in the
Commonwealth should be used for State
purposes in this country. It seems to me,
therefore, that a Committee of Inquiry
should be appointed to go into the matter,
and find out whether something more
existed in connexion with this contract
than appears on the face of it at the present time.
The first intimation we had of
this agreement appeared in the Education
Gazette, and it was copied into another
paper apparently bv accident. Now, the
Education Gazette is an obscure paper as
far as the public is concerned. It only
reaches the officials and teachers in the
Education Department, and those officials
and teachers, when thE'v get ihis journal,
rna y be reasonably expected not to comment
upon the policy of the Government in getting the pianos. It was, therefore, a mere
accident that the information leaked out
through the action of one papeor in Bendigo
in copying the announcement and commenting upon it. But for that the transaction
would have gone through. The statement
of the Premier that this sort of thing is
likelv to occur through an error of judgment cannot be counted as a factor in the
matter at all. because when that resolution
was passed bv this House It was an instruction that it should be carried out, and
that goods manufactured in the Commonwealth should be obtained for State purposes.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The resolution
does not apply to all goods.
There are
many things which cannot be manufactured
here.
Mr. WATT.-It refers to those which
can be manufactured here.
Mr. PRENDE'RGAST.-This was an
important transaction, involving many
thousands of pounds. Two hundred pianos
were to be purchased at /',36 each, of
which £I2 was to be found by the Government and £24 by the local people. It was
one of the largest transactions in any single
line that the Deparbments have had, and it
is a remarkable thing that there should be
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a desire on the part, apparently, of the
Education Department not to carry out a
resolution which was deliberately passed
by this House after an amendment of it
had been agreed to in conference by the
Premier, for the purpose of making it completely in accord with the wishes of every
section of the House.
Mr. BENT.-You must not forget that
the word "Victorian" is used in the resolution.
Mr.
PRENDERGAST.-The words
"or the Commonwealth" also appear in
the resolution, and to say that no pianosare manufactured in Victoria is a mere subterfuge. The greater includes the less.
Victoria is a part of the Commonwealth,
and there is no doubt that pianos are
manufactured in the Commonwealth.
It
is clear, as the P!emier has stated, tl~at
after the matter was brought under his
notice in this House, the transaction was
not allowed to be carried anv further, but
we want to examine into the· whole of the
circumstances. The present Ministry was
pledged to the resolution which was passed
bv the House.
Instead of carrying out
the spirit and intention of that resolution,
the Education Department agreed to obtain
pianos from another country, in order to
place them in our State schools, and
they thus broke awav entirely from the resolution, which was intended to govern any
transactions of that kind. I think, under
these circumstances, that a Committee of
Inquiry is necessary.
The Committee
should sit immediatelv, take all this correspondence into consideration, and examine
witnesses on oath, in order to find out the
truth in connexion with the whole .matterto find out how far the transaction had
~one, and who were responsible.
Mr. GRAHAM.-A Select Committee cannot take evidence on oath.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-A Select Committee can afterwards be made into a Royal
Commission, and bv that means evidence
Gan be taken on oath. But even if the
Select Committee inquires into the matter
without taking evidence on oath, it would
be able to get sufficient eVIdence to justify
the action of the House in protecting the
industries of Australia from people in the
Departments, and particularlv the political
head of the Education Department, who
has evidentlv determined to break away
from the spirit of the resolution which the
House has passed. in the interests of our
manufacturing industries. I hope the Com-
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mittee will be appointed .at. once, and that
it will be able to inquire fully into this
transaction, so as to show who are respollsible.
Mr. WARDE.-I desire to support the
proposal of the honorable member for Bendigo East. I think that further inquiry
should be made into the agreement that
was entered into bv the Minister of Public
Instruction with this firm.
We have had
quotations this afternoon bv the Premier
from a large number of it~ms of correspondence. They are somewhat similar to
the documents which were produced in the
House when the matter was originallv introduced by the honorable member for Bendigo East. The Premier seemed to base
the principal part of his statement On the
contention that no legal contract was entered into. That was his opinion-that
the Minister had not entered into any legal
contract, and he quotee. extensively from
the letter of loth October to show that
-there was no final agreement with Wertheim to take over these 200 pianos. But
the honorable gentleman also said that it
had been stated bv some persons that a
contract was entered into. ~ow, whatever
might have happened on the loth October,
we have the official journal, which shows a
totally dUferent state of affairs on the 20th
October.
Therefore, we may assume that
after that journal was issued by the Director of Education, under the sanction of the
Minister of Public Instruction, the public
were being correctly informed as to the
true position in connexion with these piano
tenders. We find that this announcement
appeared in the Education Gazette of the
20th October, 1906, ten days after the d::tte
of the Jetter on which the Premier places
so much reliance. By this time a further development had evidently taken place,
and the Director of Education, actinl'
tmder the instruction of the Minister, put
into official form the exact position with
regard to these pianos. The reading of
this announcement undoubtedl~1 proves, and
it can lead to no other conclusion, th't.t
a contract was entered into for 200 pianos
to be supplied by Wertheim on certain COllditions.
It is headed "Pianos for
Schools," and it saysWith the desire to bring the acquisition of a
school piano w;thin the reach of all schools, the
Honorable the Minister has decided to assist
teachers and Boards of Advice to purchase approved instruments on S'pe-cially low terms.
He
is, therefore, prepared to add a sum of money
to that subscribed or otherwise raised locally.
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Now, a good deal of opposition to this
scheme has been raised, particula!rly by
the honorable member for Bendigo East~
who thinks that the money which is to be
provided for these pianos might be used
to far greater advantage by procuring filters
for the schools, Or by having the schools
put in order, instead of subsidizing to the
extent of £12 for every £24 raised by the
local inhabitants for the purchase of a
piano. I· wish to state that I thoroughly
agree with the Minister of Public Instruction in his desire to place pianos in the
different schools throughout Victoria.
I
believe that it is one of the wisest expenditures that the Goverrunent can make. I
feel that the introduction of pianos into
State Schools will serve a very useful purpose.
Ii will help to instl ucr our children in musical matters,
and I believe. that, as those children grow up and leave school, it wii\
be the means of keeping many of them off
the streets. Those children who are lucky
enough to have pianos in their own homes
will be kept at home at night-time, and
their friends will gather together for the
purpose of having a little music, instead of
seeking amusement elsewhere. In this way
they will be able. to improve themselves in
a social aspect, ·and we shall improve the
conditions by which our young people a~
surrounded.
Therefore, I am thorough.l)~
in sympathy with the principle which the
Minister of Public Instruction has in view
in endeavouring to give the children in our
State schools an opportunity of obtaining
some know ledge of music.
I think we
shall find that there will be a spirit of local
desire, and if the pianos are granted under
the conditions set out in the first portion
of this announcement, I believe there is
scarce! v a district in Victoria where the
loyalty of the people to their children and
neighbourhood will not induce them to subscribe the necessary sum of money, with
the bonus offered by the Government, to
have a piano in every school, even in the
back-blocks. I hope that that will be the
result.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Do you?
1\1r. WARD E.-I do. I should be very
much pleased.
Mr. GAUNSON. - You know very little
about piano-playing to talk like that.
Mr. WARD E.-I may not know much
about it, but I think it one of the finest
influences that caIi be got in the life of the
children, and in after life, instead of being
led into all sorts of mischief, they will be
I
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able to enjoy themselves and to enjoy music.
For that reason I am pleased with the principle underlying the scheme j but when we
come to the way in which the scheme is to
be carried out, then, of course, I disagree
with the steps which the Minister of Public Instruction has taken to consummate the
object he desires to achieve.
I wish to
point out that the letter of the loth Odober
is relied upon by the Premier as proving
that there was no contract entered into of
the character mentioned by the honorable
member for Bendigo East.
The second
part of the announcement in the Education
Gazette goes on to sayMr. Sachse has, after careful inquiry into the
merits of the Perz;na piano, come to an arrangement with Mr. Hugo Wertheim for the supply
of 200 Perzina pianos for use in State schools.
These pianos will be supplied to any school
which remits a sum of £24 to this office.

There is no qualification to that.
It is
perfectly clear that, whatever differences
there might have been between Wertheim
and Sachse on the loth October, on the
20th October, when that official notification
was published, a contract had been entered into for the supply of these 200
pianos.
It goes on to sayA ten years' guarantee will be given with
each piano, and, if desired, an instrument will
be specially selected by a leading expert (to be
employed by this Department) on payment of a
small fee.
Pianos will be delivered, free of cost, to
For transmisschools in the metropolitan area.
sion to the country, the pianos will be delivered
at the Railway Station, Melbourne, free of cost,
but freight must be paid by the purchaser. The
price of the piano to be supplied would in the
ordinary course of trade be £72.

We have had a statement from the Premier
that the value of these pianos is very much
higher than the honorable member for Bendigo East has stated. It now appears, from
certain statements that have appeared in th~
press, that these pianos, which the Minister
of Public Instruction thought he was getting as a great bargain from this German
firm, can be purchased in Lolidon at a.
much lower price than has been stated.
1
have been informed that one of these pianos
can be purchased in London retail and
shipped out to Australia, and that the price
landed here would be only £35. If that
is the case, there seems to be something
radically wrong when the Minister of Public Instruction is told, and when he 'accepts
the statement as true, that these pianos are
retailed at the price of £72.
Mr. BENT.-They are not all the same
price, you know.
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Mr. WARDE.-That is why we want
this Committee to inquire into the matter.
So many statements are made that there is
evidently something which requires to be
discovered. I have been informed by some
of those who are connected with the importation of pianos that this particular piano
can be purchased in London retail, and can
be landed at Port l\Ielbourne, after payment of freight and all necessary charges,
at a total cost of £35 to the purchaser.
If that is the case, then on the face of it
is it not fair to asst.me that, if a man
places an order for 200 pianos, they can
be landed very much cheaper than the price
stated in this agreement.? I am assuming
that pianos are imported, though, at the
same time, I hope the House will never
sanction the purchase of these pianos from
abroad. Assuming that there was no restnctlon in the matter, and that no resolution had been passed in this House confining the purchase of goods to the manufacturers of the Commonwealth, it appears
to me that these 200 pianos could have been
obtained for very much less than £35
apiece. It is a well-known fact that, since
the resolution was passed which made it
mandatorv for the Departments to obtain
for the use of the Sta.te of Victoria only
those articles which are manufactured in
the Commonwealth, the offjcials have not
loyally obeved that resolution. 1 presume
that the officials are supposed to administer
these matters, and, that being so, they have
allowed orders to be sent out of the country that should have been given to local
The Harbor Trust have
manufacturers.
done the same thing in connexion with
dredges, and it appears to me that this resolution, which was passed in Parliament at
the instigation of the honorable member for
Abbotsford, has been more honoured in the
breach than in the observance ever since it
was passed. We have to ask ourselves this
<luestion: How carnes it that a resolution
which was passed unanimously by Parliament is repeatedly set aside by those in
authoritv who have to administer that particular resolution? I can onlv come to the
conclusion that those who are in charge
of the administration of these Departments, in the main, have no svmpathy whatever with Australian production.
I f there is any work to be done in a Department, and' the person to do the work
is not a favorite o'f the Department, the
officials immediately hunt up all the obsolete Orders in Council and regulations,
and say "It cannot be done, because of
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such and such a regulation passed in such
and such a year, or on account of an Order in Council published in the Gazette in
such and such a year."
I t is necessary
not only to consider the action of the Minister of Public Instruction in ordering the
pianos in the manner in which he did, but
it is necessary also to consider the ac-tions
of the officials who are supposed to be at
the elbow of the Minister to safeguard him
from doing wrong in connexion with such
things. It is necessary to know if the officials of the Department called the attention of the Minister to the fact that the
Minister was violating a regulation, or if
they simply sat: down ,and 3\llowed the
Minister to knowingly break the law of the
That is one of the things a
country.
Select Committee should 'be called upon to
inquire into. It is not right that the Minister should take the whole of the blame
if somebody else is also blameworthy.
It
might show a spirit of loyalty on the part
of the head of the Ministrv to stand up
and sav, "We admit a mistake has been
,made. -We are strong, enough in the House
to defeat your motion, and, consequent I y,
we will allow you to go on."
Mr. BENT.~Who said that?
Mr. WARD E.-I can only take that to
be the meaning of the utterance of the Premier.
Mr. BENT.-I thought I said we paid as
much as 33 per cent. more for local goods.
Mr. WARDE.-I am pointing out that,
in this case, the officers in the Department-Mr. HENT.-I did not bring in the public servants at all, because you could not
put them out.
Mr. WARDE.-Does the Premier take
this position? We assume it is the duty
of an official to bring all the knowledge
he has to bear in connexion with any
form of contract before the Government.
Will the Premier not admit that it
is the duty of every public servant to
advise a Minister to the fullest extent of
his knowledge in connexion with all official
acts which that Minister performs? For
instance, if an official in a Department saw
a Minister going to do something which he
knew was contrary to a regulation, or knew
it was an infringement of the law, would
it not be the duty of that public servant to
advise his Minister that he thought the
Minister was going against regulation or
against the law, and wouia not the Minister, if he were loyally carrying out his

f
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oath of office, refuse to go any further with
the matter when such a thing was pointed
out to him? It appears, from all honorable
members can gather-looking at the matter altogether apart from the fact that
Parliament has sanctioned the purchase of
Australian products-that instead of a bargain being secured by the Minister of
Public Instruction entering into the contract
in connexion with value given for money
paid, the contrary is the case.
If, as ha')
been stated, the pianos could be landed for
£35 each, and the Minister undertook to
give £36 each for 200 pianos, was that
business-like administration? . That is what
is alleged, and honorable members now'ask
for a Committee of Inquiry for the purpose
of arriving at all the 'facts connected with
the matter.
Mr. GAUNSoN.-The Minister was only
throwing awav £12 per piano.
Mr. WARD E. - The Minister was
onl y throwing away £12 per piano, but
as there were 200 pianos, that amoW1ts
to £2,400.
That is a mere bagaThere IS a statetelle, I suppose.
ment from another source in regard
~fr. Beale,
to the value of the pianos.
in the ordinarv course of. affairs, took a
Mr. Beale is a
hand in the cOmpetition.
manufacturer of pianos in Sydney, and
I suppose he desires an opportunity of competing for this trade.
I believe there are
some laws, and one in particular, which
One
deal with the question of contracts.
law fixes £100 or £200 as the amount of
a contract which a Ministrv can enter into
without there being pUblic' competition, or
Thus
without tenders being called for.
another question is opened up.
'Would it
not be the dutv of the Committee to inquire
how it is that, while there is a regulation
in force which says that for goods over the
value of £100 or £200, tenders shall be
called' for, a contract was entered in~o for
these pianos without there being public
competition? If that is so, the Minister
has not onlv made the mistake of going outside the resolution of Parliament to order
these pianos from a German firm instead of
giving preference to Commonwealth firms,
hut has gone outside a regulation. Statements have been made and vouched for by
those in a position to know, that the Minister has aecepted pianos at £36, which
could be landed at .:/:35.
Mr. BENT.-That is only a statement.
I
Mr. WARD E.-That is all I said.
want to know if that statement is true. A
Committee should he appointed to inquire
Session 1906-[99]
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into the truthfulness or otherwise of the
statements that have been made.
If the
Premier is satisfied. that the Minister
merel y made a mistake he has nothing to
fear from the appointment of a Committee
to investigate the whole of the facts, but
does the honorable gentleman know of
anything which he may be afraid will corne
out if there is an investigation? The
Premier says, "My Minister has made an
error of judgment.
We admit he has
That is all there is in
made a mistake.
it."
If that is so, will not a Committee
of Inquiry simply substantiate the 'fact ·that
there has been merely an error of judgment?
A Committee of Inquiry will be
able to elucidate the whole of the facts.
Assuming that the Minister has merely made
a mistake in going outside the resolution
passed bv the House in regard to preference to -local products, what becomes of
the protection to the public when the law
which states that no contract shall be
entered into for goods to the value of over
£200 without tenders being called for
is broken?
Is that another error of judgment of which the Minister of Public Instruction has been guilty? That is one of
the very precautions placed on the statutebook, so that there shall be no going behind
the scenes to give favour to anyone, and
to provide that public competition by
tender shall take the place of Ministerial
favoritism.
As I stated previously, the
Premier says there has been a mistake,
but the Government take the motion as a
mvtion of no confidence, and said they
will not grant any Committee of Inquiry.
'Honorable members, on the Ministerial
side of the House, who are continually
prating of supporting- colonial industries,
and who are always Ot1 the platform glibly
saying they will support colonial industries,
are not prepared to listen to one word on
the motion, \but 'will vote in one direction,
and the Government know it.
Those honorable members will not listen to one reason
for the appointment ofl the Committee.
They are simply prepared to record a vote
a crainst the motion without listening to a
w~rd, although they so glibh- speak of supporting local industries when on the platform addressing meetings on behalf of
anti-socialism.
The Minister of Public
Instruction has not onlv made an error of
judgment, but has set aside one of the
safeguards which it is desirable to have to
prevent Ministers dealing with individuals
without public compe:ition.
I say th~t
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the supporters of the Government will not value of instruments, was it not his duty
be doing their duty to Parliament and to as a business man to seek the advice of
their constituents if they do not demand an other people dealing in musical instruments,
investigation into these matters, so as to and to allow them to compete with the Gerfind out what is the cost of these pianos, man firm in open competition, so as to
what reasons actuated the Minister in set- enable the best horse to win the race'? I
ting aside safeguards passed by Parliament, think the Government, in their own inand also as to whether those public ser- terests, have acted unwisely. They should
vants, responsible to the head of the De- have accepted the motion in the spirit in
partment, and acting under the direction which the honorable member for Bendigo
of the head of the Department, did their East asked them to accept it. Thev should
duty, and pointed out to the Minister that have agreed to the appointment of -a Sel~t
those regulations were in force.
There Committee to inquire into the whole of the
should be an inquiry to show if the Min- facts, so as to ascertain the reason for the
ister, having had the regulations brought neglect of the regulations in calling for
under his notice, in defiance of those regu- tenders when the amount was over £200,
lations determined to go on with the con- and for the price which was to be paid
tract.
Are not Parliament and the people for the pianosJ when men in the community
right in demanding to have these questions who make pianos assert that £35 would
The talk
answered?
I am prepared to accept the have been a reasonable price.
statement that there has been an error of of the price of £72 per piano has merely
judgment, but no reason has been given to been used to tickle the ears of those dealthe House as to why the Minister of Pub- ing with this firm. I have no desire to say
lic Instruction set' aside the regulation that anv nefarious motives influenced the
which demands that public tenders shall be i\linistel: of Public Instruction in the action
called for when an article is above a certain which he has taken, but he has neglected
value.
the whole of his Ministerial responsibilities.
Mr. GAUNSON. - The Minister did not He has neglected to carry out the law of
He did not keep the country.
set aside a regulation.
He has disregarded the reit, and therefore there was no legal con- solution of Parliament, and he has flouted
tract.
the will of Parliament, and of the people
~fr. WARDE.-That might have been of Australia, in regard to the purchase of
a yery good reason for vitiating the contract Australian products.
All the Government
sa\" is, "He made a mistake, and we will
entered into with Wertheim.
I t is neces::\1r. PRENDERGAsT.-Do you mean to tell not grant you any inquiry."
me that a word passing between two indivi- sary for a ,Committee of Inquiry to be appointed, and that is the only thing. that
duals is not a contract?
~lr. GAuNsoN.-I do not sav that, but will give satisfaction to the people.
there is no contract in this case.
l\1r. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens).-I de\[r. PRENDERGAST.-You only assume
-.
that.
sire to say a word or two in regard to this
My name has been referred to
\Ir. WARDE.--Supposing it was only matter.
the .legal stand-point that actua;ted the by the Premier, because I chose at a
Minister in setting aside that contract, hag public meeting in my: constituency to give
not the House the right to ask, firstly, utterance to my opinions on the question.
"Were YOU aware such a law was in exist- I might say I was prompted to do so, beHas not a Committee cause of the very strong expressions I
ence at 'the time?"
the right of investigating that, and of ask- heard from manv of my constituents on
ing the fluestion, "If ,'ou knew there was that occasion. I regret verv much indeed
a law in existE'nce lw' which YOU had no that the Premier has seen fit to take this
right to enter into a contract, why did you motion of the honorable member for
"iolate your oath of office bv going outside Bendigo East as a motion of no confidence,
I will
that law when YOU had sworn to observe the but because the Premier has done
la,,'?"
Going. beyond that. it is reason- not allow that to deter me from expressing
abh' to ask the Minister of Public Instruc- my opinion, or from giving a distinct vote
tion what influenced him in the whole of upon it. I am not going to be frightened
his dealings.
Why did he accept Wer- from voting in accordance with my convictheim's pianos without consulting other tions because the Government regard the
manufacturers of musical instruments? If motion as a motion of no confidence. I am
the Minister had no knowledge of the going to express my entire disapprobation

so,
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of the action of the Minister of Public Instruction, and when the motion comes to
the vote, I shall vote in favour of the
motion of the honorable member for Bendigo East, which is regarded by the Premier as a motion of no confidence. I had
no desire from the beginnmg that any
censure should-be cast on the (;over~ent
in its corporate capacity, but with other
honorable members I do say that the Minister of Public Instruction has flouted the
opinion of the country, and has totally disregarded the resol ution carried unanimous I y
by this House. The Minister individually
should be censured, and as I said publicly, if he had any' decency, he would resign his position.
It is absolutely clear
that the contract existed. That is admitted
by thie Premier. I t is also clear that the
contract was made in distinct violation of
repeated expressions by the P r-ernier that
he would see that as far "as all the Departments were concerned, the goods purchased should, as far as possible, be cif
Austr~lian manufacture.
11 the House is
going to overlook the actions of Ministers in this way, it appears to me that
Parliament might as well resign its positionaltogether.
The Premier says that
he, as Treasurer, would have put a stop to
the purchase of the pianos when the matter came under his notice. That implies
that the Treasurer knew nothing about the
purchase of the pianos, and it also proves
clearly that the Premier disapproves of the
action of the :Minister of Public Instruction
in performing an act On his own, and that
act as I have said before, was a distinct
violation of a resolution of this House.
I am quite prepared to accept the Premier's statement that he knew nothing about
the matter, ~nd that hie as Treasurer would
have .put a stop to it when the matter came
before him, but that does not get away
from the fact mat the Minister of Public
Instruction has done a thing which has "my
entire disappro~ation,. and I should be acting in opposition to my convictions and to
my dutv to the House and the country in
not voting as I intend to vote to-night.
In voting for the motion I am not censuring the Premier or the Government, but
I wish to express mv entire disapprobation of the action taken by the Mfnister
of Public Instruction.
Mr. COLECHIN.--I regret very much
that the Government have not seen fit to
meet this House as I think they ought to
have done.
Complaints have been made
and peop]e have been appealing to the Go-
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vemment in different ways during the last
week ()l' two, asking them to take actiom
to combat a certain state of affairs which
is gaining. ground. To-day we have the
sorry spectacle of the Government; coming
to the House with the papers relating to
the contract for these pianos in their possession, and refusing to ha.nd them over
to the members who desire to peruse them.
The Government say all the correspondence
has been read, but I am satisfied all the
information has not been given.
Honorable members are not satisfied with the
conduct of the Government. I do not say
the motion should be regarded as a want
of confidence motion, but I think when the
statement is made that the contract was
entered into Jor the purchase of 200 foreign
pianos in violation of a resolution
passed by this House, and in violation of
promises made on the floor of this House
by the Premier from time to time, and
when it is asked thaT a Committee should
be appointed to inquire into the matter the
request should be acceded to. I think the
Government have met us in a very improper way in ref.using honorable-members
the right of looking at the papers in connexion with the matter for five minutes before discussing the subject.
The papers
are being handed about on the other (the
Ministerial) side of' the House, and I do
not think it is fair thlat honorable members
should be called upon to discuss this question without being allowed. to see the
papers. If anything is said of a stronger
character than has been said, it will be the
fault of the Government for not saying,
"Here is all the evidence. Look at it
yourselves, and if you are satisfied we have
not treated you fairly, take what course
you like"; or else thev should say, "We
believe the Minister of Public Instruction
has done wrong, and has flouted the will
of the country and of Parliament, and he
shall hand in his resignation." The
motion ought to be discussed in a fairer
spirit, and the -Government should have
granted an inquiry, not for the purpose of attacking the Government, but for
the purpose of finding if one member of
the Government has done something he
should not have done.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-We know that ahead\'.
Mr. COLECHIN.-In SeptembeT -I
called the attention of the Government to
the fact that men were complaining that
they could not receive their money
as they
did before,
because they
were told that no other sewing machines
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for State schools but those Wertheim
was agent for would be purchased.
The
answer was that nothing of the kind took
place. If it was true that nothing of the
kind took place that should have been a
warning to the Minister of Public Instruction, but the Minister entered into a contract later on-some of the lawyers advising the Government sa y there was a
contract, and some, ltke the honorable
member for the Public Officers, say there
was no contract-for the supply of foreign
pianos.
It is not fair to ask honorable
members to discuss a matter without allowing them to see the papers.
I think the
honorable member for Allandale and myself .are the only me'mbers on this side W110
haye had a peep at the papers. The Government is treating honorable m;embers
unfairly in not allowing them to see the
papers.
Mr. BENT .-Do you say all the papers
have not been placed on the table?
Mr. COLECHI~.-I say the Premier
placed them on the table, and took them off
again.
I do not say the Premier did
~u1\'thing improper.
Mr. BENT.-Did I take them away?
~Ir. COLECHIK.-I saw the honorable,
gentleman take them again. I do not know
where he took them.
I only had them a
few minutes.
~Ir. RENT .-If YOU had them a month
YOU would not u~derstand them.
. Mr. COLE,CHIN.-I understand that
anyone who takes the I iberty of disagreeing with the Premier on any subject, whether it is music or singing, or anything
else, knows nothing.
~[r. BENT.-I want to know whether the
honorable member insinuates that when I
placed the papers on the table I took them
off again. Is that \\"hat the honorable
m{'mber alleges?
~fr. COLECHIX.-I am not alleging
that the Premier did anything improper,
except that he has not allowed us to have
Teasonable time to go through these papers.
If the honorable gentleman had handed
them in immediatel y the House met, and
gone on with: the btlSiness in the ordinary
way, we should have had a chance of looking' at them, hut we have had no chance,
and therefore he has not treated this House
fairl\,.
,\Ir. WILKINS.-You \\"ill treat it differ-'
ently when you get there, won't you?
Mr. COLECHIK.-I am not discussing
that flUE"stion just now. Tt is said in t~his
; precious Rdllcatioll Ga::ctte and Teachers'
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Aid that a large sum of money is being
saved to the country in the price at which
these pianos were to be purchased, but the
honorable member for Bendigo East and
the honorable member for Flemington have
shown clearly that they Im.ve been purchased in small quantities~not by the lot
of 200--for a great deal less than was to
be charged to the Department. That fact
in itself is a direct charge against the
?\1inister of Public Instruction, ,and justifies us in saying that a Committee of Inquiry ought to be appointed.
The last
paragraph of the statement in the Education Gazette is a splendid advertisement for
this firm. It saysShould it be desired to obtain immediate delivery of a piano on deferred payments, this
can be arranged by sending a proposal through
this Department to Mr. 'Wertheim.

That means to the agent for this particular piano, which is the only piano mentioned in the agreement or in the letters,
and \ve are therefore justified in saying
that, up till now, it looks as though the
agreement was for the purpose of placing
200 pianos of German make within the next
year or two in the schools throughout the
State. I have been making inquiries, and
am informed that these particular pianos
and pianos of a similar character can be
hought singly in England for from £24
to £,0. We know very well there is a
"ery large profit on pianos, but I suppose
t hev are as intensely advertised as any
article that is sold, and therefore it will
he only fair to assu.~e that something like
from £16 to £20 is a fair price in EngIand for a piano of this character, if not
The honorable memthe san1e piano.
ber 'for Bendigo East was very fa-ir
in the way he added the items up,
for he simply calculated the charge as
though a person was shipping a single
piano from London, but we know very well
that in dealing with the Shipping Ring
such people as IVIr. Wertheim and others
who ship out large quantities of goods get
much better terms as to freight. I know
that in the line I am connected with, if
YOU wanted to import ten or twenty chests
tea from Colombo, you would pay from
20 to 40 per cent. more than if it came
through the ordinary channels,. Arrangements are made by shippers with the owners
of steamers calling at Colombo to fill up
space in the steamer according to the
amount of space that is vacant, and the
same thing applies to shipping fr8m Lon·
don. I have known instances where ~bip-

of
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pers from London have been able to send
their goods through to Melbourne Or Sydney at 25 per cent. or 40 per cent. less
than an ordinary shipper who does not ship
regular) y. I think I am justi,fied, therefore,
in s.aying that Wertheim, and Company
would be able to land these pianos, so far
as freight is concerned, at something like
one-half or three-quarters of what the ordinary shipper would have to pay. There
is also the other question of the purchase
in Germany. I think we are justified in
taking all those things into consideration,
as the statement has been made that this is
such a splendid offer to the Department.
An attempt has been made to ma~e it appear that we should be most unfair if we
attacked the action of a Minister of this
Government who is going to do such a
great amount of good to the children in the
State schools by his splendid investment
in piano's for the schools, at a price which
appears to me and other honorable members to be something like from 20 to 40
per cent. more than what is a fair price
in a quantity of 200. We have another
very important statement, which I take
to mean-I do not know whether it is intended-that there are different kinds of
Perzina pianos.
If that is not true the
impression ought to be corrected, but if
there are d5.fferent kinds ()If. these
pianos-I am not speaking of size,
but of quality-it is a very important matter, because, if the pianos are to come
through Mr. Wertheim every time, I am
satisfied that he might be able to send in a
piano worth 10 per cent. or 25 per cent.
less than the sample that might be shown,
and that 1\1r. Sachse, who knows something of music, might not know very much
about the purchasing of pianos, just as a
piano-tuner very rarely can play the piano.
Mr. WATT .-Do yoU! think that it is a
justifiable insinuation to make that a man
would supply an article not up to sample?
Mr. COLECHIN. - I do not say
that it is justifiable in most cases, but
to my mind it is a justifiable suggestion, if
there are different kinds. and qualities of
the one brand.
The honorable member
for Essendon, perhaps, knows more about
the branding of chaff.
Mr. WATT.-You have been accused of
mendacitv on several occasions.
Mr. COLECHIN.-I have had fortv
years' experience of the manufacturing and
shipping of goods, ano I know that the
rule, and not the exception, is that where
you put a brand upon an article and adver-
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tise it, you stick to that particular quality
for that particular brand, while if you
produce an inferior article, you put some
ather brand upon it, or brand it as second
or third quality.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-What brand is. on you?
Mr. COLECHIN.-I am not branded
with the brand the honorable member has
been branded with-the brand of political
rat. The honorable member is not justified in attacking me in those terms. If, the
Ferzina piano is shipped to this State in
different qualities with the one brand, it
is a very serious thing, because we know
very weil that pianos have been sold in
Victoria to schools and to churches, and
have been of very little use indeed after a
vear or two.
The climate of Germanv
~r England is different from that of Australia.
In some of our State schools
the temperature is almost as high as it is
outside.
I have been in State schools
where the temperature has been 105 and
106
degrees,
and if these pianos
are made of timber grown in a climate
where the thermometer rarely goes over 80
degrees, then, unless the timber i,s very
well seasoned or of the very best quality,
they are likely to warp and deteriorate so
much that in two OD three years they
would not be worth more than the timber
of which they are constructed. I think it
was very unfair of the Premier to make
the statement he did about the gut of th@.
Australian pianos being imported. I have
taken a great interest for a ga.d many
years in Australian industries. I have devoted a great deal of attention, money, and
time to the interests of Australian workers.
I was treasurer of the Protect:on Liberal
and Federation League, and afterwards,
when it merged into the Protectionist Association of Victoria, I was elected to the
council of that body at the first public
meeting.
I ha ve devoted years of time
to this particular work, and I feel, not only
personally, but in the interests of this
great State, that it will be a serious matter for us if we are going to have it advertised in Germany and throughout the
world that we have to go outside
the Commonwealth to buy pianos for
teaching purposes in the State schools.
I am remin.ded that recent] y in a German
newspaper it was stated that a Herr S'achse
held a very high position in Australia
as Minister of Public Instruction, and
would not forget to use his influence so
far as he could for the work people of
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Germany. All these considerations are of
very great importance, and if it is going
to be known throughout the world that this
particular firm has been called upon to supply 200 pianos to the State schools of Victoria because we are not able to provide
a piano sufficiently good for the teaching
of the children, it will be a very serious
matter for us: and for the whole Commonwealth.
Mr. WATT.-Why do you deal in foreign
goods? Why do you import Chinese tea
--crook Chinese tea sometimes?
Mr. COLECHIN. - I am not talking
about Ah Watt just now. I am saying that
these pianos are more for the purpose ot
teaching children, and I say that it will
go throughout the whole Commonwealth,
and all over the world, that we are not
able to produce in the Commonwealth a
piano good enough for the tuition of children who are going in for the five-finger
exercise. This is a serious matter for us,
because the A.N.A. have spent enormous
sums of money throughout this State in
holding exhibitions in the interests of the
manufacturers, and especially of the work
people of our own State. I have spoken
at some of these exhibitions, and I know
it has been said there that we are producing in Australia pianos as good as any in
the world.
:rvi y object in speaking is to
explain my position, and if possible to induce the Government to grant this Committee.
Mr. WATT.-You are an accident.
Mr. COLECHIN. - The honorable
. member is going to meet shortly with the
worst a.ccident he ever met with in
his life. If you, sir, will endeavour
to keep the honorable member in order.
I shall endeavour to take no further notice of his disorderly interjections. The majority of the members of
this House, including, I think, the honorable member for Essendon, have expressed
their opinion on more than one occasion
thlat we should not purchase anything outside this Commonwealth that can be manufactured within the Commonwealth. With
the exception of the Premier's statement
about imported gut for the pianos, we
have had nothing up to now from the Government to show that we are not able in Australia to produce pianos as good as, or
better than-I say better than-the Perzina
or any of the Gennan pianos except about
three, which are reallly good pianos, and
have been known for many years. The
Ferzina ~s a new piano altogether. I f we
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have a division on this motion, and I hope
we shall, those who vote against it will be
admitting that it is impossible for us to
produce in Australia a piano good enough
for our State schools, whfule those who vote
for it will practically be saying to the Government, "Will you give us a Committee
to make the necessary inquiries, to examine
these papers, and to call for other evidence
that is not included in these papers?" I
see that the whole of the letters from Mr.
Beale and others are taken away from this
bundle, although I understood they were
here. If the Premier has them I should
like to see them. If we are going to have
one side of the case read the other side
ought to be read also. Some years ago
a gentleman who was a member of this
House was presented on his marriage with
a Beale piano, and I have read a letter
which he sent to that firm stating .that his
house is open to any person who likes to
go there and ask his wife to show
that particular piano. Not only is it in
tune, but it rarely, if ever, requires tuning.
I t is of Australian manufacture, and is
a splendid article. The Prime Minister
also writes in terms of praise of the Beale
piano.
I would not know the members
of the Beale Company if I met them, but
I have done my best to induce people to
give them a chance, as I will do in the
case of every other article of Austral~an
manufacture. I have seven children growing up, and I do not want to see them
or other people unemployed later on.
We had an unemployed meeting at
Geelong two years before we had responsible government in Victoria, and
down there now we are assisting a
gentleman, now ninety-two years of age,
who was chairman of that meeting, and
afterwards a member of this House. I want
to see every man and woman who wants work
in this country able to get it. This motion
is for the purpose of finding out whether
we should or should not on all occasions
prevent any Minister of the Crown, or any
Governor in Council. from purchasing
anything manufactured outside this State
or this Commonwealth that can be
manufactured m the
Commonwealth,
according to the terms of the resolution of this House.
It" is onlv
fair to assume that if we do not take some
action and express our opinion clearly and
distinctly it will go forth to the world
thlat we are not able to oroduce in the Commonwea]th a piano good enough for our
l

Pianos

f01'

[13 NOVEMBER, 1906.]

'<Children to learn on. On a previous occasion there was another instance of the G0vernment having done something that we
<1isagreed with, and the Premier was good
-enough, on thle impulse of the moment, to
promise uS' a Committee of inquiry, and I
am sure in doing so he did the right thing.
Notwirthstanding that promise, the Premier
backed down, and refused to grant a Committee, but he formed himself into a Committee of one and found the Government
innocent. I do not know whether he dis·missed them without a stain on their char.a~er, but at any rate he did not send t~em
. off the Treasury bench. In this case it is
.only a matter of one member of the Cabinet who is not in the popular House, but
he holds a very high and important position, which would be regarded as such if
mentioned in any paper throughout the
world, especi,ally in the case of Australia,
where we have a system of free education.
I do not want to say fOl" a moment that the
honorable gentleman has erred so seriously
that he ought to be turned out of the other
House, but this House ought to be extremely careful not to let the matter go
any further without expressing their opinitem so clearly and distinctly that in the
future we shall have not only promises, but
performances, and so that nothing that can
be made in the Commonwealth shall be
purchla.sed outside the Commonwealth. The
honorable membe1.'- for Bendigo East mentioned the question of discount.
I do not
know whether the honorable member meant
the discount of 50 per cent., and then 10 per
-cent. and then 2~ per cent. added. If so, that
makes 62! per cent. It means lOS. in the
,..L,I, and then 2S. 6d. in the £1, or
a total discount of 1251. 6d. in thle £I.
They practicall y sa.y, " You owe us a
pound. We will' strike off lOS., and that
leaves lOS. Then we take off 10 per cent.,
or ZS., and then 2~ per cent., which is
<6d. in the £I." This brings it down to
a good deal less than half, and that shows
dearly why these big commissions are given
-to leave it open for them to spend large
"Sums of money, and to get such orders as
this appears to be, so that they are able to
say, " Here is a splendid thing I am doing
for you. I am .going to make you a present
-of pianos of the value of £72 each for
£,,6 each."
Mr. GAUNSON.-It is only a German
~ould do it.
Mr. COLECHIN. - I think there are
-other countries that do that kind of thing.
I suppose Americans might have done it if
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they were sh!pping wooden nutmegs, but I
do not think it is ever done with a good
article. I have never known in my experience of an article of good quality being
onl y sold at a certain price after three
discounts amounting to anything like 50
per cent. have been given.
They might
have .given 10 per cent. and z! per cent.
in certain circumstances.
Mr. WATT.-It is common in the hardware line.
Mr. COLECHIN .-It is only in connexion with articles where a printed list is
fixed, such as saucepans or boiler.s er anything of thart: kind. Peroops they never alter
that list for twenty or thirty years, and according to the value of the raw material
and the cost af the tabour, the profit, as well
as the reduction or increase- in price, is
ruled by the diocount, but that is not a
trade discount. It is only a discount used
to avoid the necessity of producing expensive monthly or annual lists showing the
alterations in the price.
We have also a
statement that one piano was 4 ft. I 'in.,
and priced at 65 guineas, while ano~
was 4 ft. 4 in., and priced at 68 guineas.
The honorable member for Bendigo East
took up a very kindly position towards the
Government when he took the higher price,
and did not take the 6s-guinea article or'
any lower pricel, 1and brought the cost
down, after making tble necessary deductions, to about £29 16s. 6d. He sta.ted
that these pianos could be sold for £29
16s. 6d.
That makes a difference of
£.6 3S. 6d. below the price at which Mr.
Wertheim has offered these pianos to the
It
Government under this agreement.
shows, . therefore, that, so far from offering
them at· 50 per cent. less than their rea.l
val ue, he i~ offering them at 'at ,least
£6 3s. 6d. more than their actual value,
as shown by the honorable member for Bendigo East, and I am informed that the
price of £36 that he is asking is something
between £5 and £ 12 more than their real
value, even if a smaller number than 200
was being taken. It is about thirteen months
since we carried a resolution in this House
on the lines to which I have referred, and
it appears that this particular member of
this Government has done something that
justifies us in asking the Government to
grant us a Committee of inquiry.
I recognise that every honorable member who
votes for the motion win take the serious
responsibility of holding up the business
of the House for the time being
until the matter is inquired into.

·27 l8
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I would iike to say that, in my opinion as
a business man, if ~1r. Wertheim had desired to hold The Ministry to the agreement
I am quite satisfied that they would have
been unable to get out of jt in any possible
way.
Mr. BENT.-Then vou ought to give me
a leather medal for settling it.
Mr. COLE CHIN .-1 am very glad the
Premier did so, but, at the same time, I
am satisfied that the- settlement was effected
in order to save the political skin of a certain honorable gentleman in another place.
I fee~ quite satisfied about that,. because
Mr Wntheim, q,s a good man' of business,
would not otherwise hqve easiry lost that
job, that advertisement, and that profitfor I am sure, after looking over the papers,
that there was" money in it."
Now, how
The Premjer
are tnese contracts effected?
the other day would not directly answer the
question as to whether thew was a contract
or not.
He said, II If there was a contract, it is off." I am of opinion that there
might have been a contract, and that to save
his mlleaglle, the Premier did not like to
~ay so.
That was mv reason fnr asking
If there was a stamped document.
Still,
my knowledge of business enables me to say
that even verbal contracts will stand, so long
as there is sufficient evidence of them, in
the form of a witness or witnesses.
Take
the sale of a horse in a sale-yard.
If sufficient p.videnrc is ~iven of a man being
heard to sav that he would buv a horse for
a certain sum, the man has been compelled
to take that horse.
Mr. BOYD.-Are yOU referring to the
honorable member for Dandenong?
Mr. COLECHIN.-No. The honorable
member for Dandenong js on a better line
than horses now, and I believe he is doing
One can speak best of a
very well, too.
The tea
trade about which he knows.
trade at the present time is conducted in a
different way from what it was former! '".
It is. done "by priv3.t~ contract, although
there was a sale to-day.
At a sale the
brokers are there, and" a wink or a touch
on the boot very often means a £100 or
a £1,000 pmchase, and if within, say,
twenty-four hours that contract is not repudia"ted, it holds good.
Sale contracts
under these circumstances have been sent
to me many times-I do not say I have
purchased £1,000 worth, but I have purchased £roo worth.
The sale note bas
been sent to me, and if hy the first post
next morning I dirl not state bv letter or
otherwise th.at I refused to accept the pur-

State Schools.

chase, 1 should have believed that I was
compelled to accept it, even if I bad not
bought the tea, because that is the rule
of trade, and this very often prevails in
the Courts. I intend to make extracts from
the papers in this case, to show that any
reasonably-minded man would say that this
contract would stand in any Court of law,
and that the Government would be bound,
according to the agreement, to take the
whole of these 200 pianos, and be responsible for the full payment of them.
Brokers very often sell under verbal orders.
One peculiar thing in connexion with this
matter-and I am not the only one who·
holds this opinion-is that many of these
papers contain interIineations, alterations,
and obliterations, and ",here they are
typewritten, some of them have got
so much
writing
on
them
underneath that it would have taken less
time to have retyped the whole thing.
I t looks very strange indeed that there
should be so many alterations.
I do not
say that the sense of the documents is altered to a large extent, but it seems strange
that there should be so many alterations in
these documents. Some of the alterations are
in lead pencil, as if they were made
in a great hurry.
The Government may
be able to explain that, bl,t it looks
strange.
Statements in reference to this
transaction have been made outside this
chamber j and in reference to this matter
I was asked the question whether the Minister was a German agent.
There was
once a member of the Legislative Assembly
-Mr. Max Hirsch-who was proved at any
rate to have been dabbling in matters of
German origin-in German manufactures,
ann manufactures made by aliens and
people not connected with the Commonwealth.
I do not think that any of us
could go on the platform as representatives
of the people and advocate that kind of
thing.
.l\~r. GAuNsoN.-Did you say that the
l\:[mlster was a German agent?
Mr. COLECHIN. - ~The honorable
member is very good at asking a leading
question. 1 wiII not say more than I have
said.
IVIr. GAuNsoN.-Be careful, because I
am watchinR" you.
Mr. COLECHIN.-I was asked outside whether 1\f r. Sachse was a German
agent, or an agent fc'f German goods.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-The honorable member
ought to be ashamed to repeat every blackguard's question.

•
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Mr. COLECHIN.-The man who asked
. me that question was no more a blackguard
than the honorable member. That question was asked me, at any rate.
The
Minister has seemed to work very hard in
the interests of a company of German manufacturers, and I have stated-and it is not
denied-that Mr. Max Hirsch was acting
in the interests of Germans rather than of
the people of this State.
SinCe the tea
adjournment, I have fOll.md papers that
will assist me to a large extent-the answering affidavits of Beale and Company,
in reference to pianos. I am glad to have
those papers, and I was justified in demanding that both sides of the case should
be stated.
Mr. BENT.-What do yOU mean bv "demanding," when I placed them there?
Mr. COLECHIN .-1 asked for certain
rapers, and I was told that all the papers
were there when they were handed to me,
but these other papers were not there.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).They lay on the table several minutes.
Mr. COLECHIN.-The honorable member sees a great many things. He is quite
argus-eyed·.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).I am not an owl like you.
Mr. COLECHIN.-But the honorable
member will be how ling a long time
in the wilderness before he gets that
railway in East Gippsland.
I am
satisfied that pianomakers have left
this State for want of employment.
Those of us 'who have been to the
Exhibitions which have recently been held,
will recognise that so far as the building
of pianos is concerned, Sl.ch as the fancy
work, the cabinet work, and the polishing
work, the making of pianos can be d~ne
in this State as well as' anywhere in the
world.
Mr. GAuNSON.-And the fretwork.
Mr. COLECHIN .-Fretwork is not
used to any extent now in connexion with
pianos. It would be rather old fashioned.
We have seen in this hall, thanks to an
honorable member from the Western District, samples of timber of the hardest
and prettiest kinds to be found in the
world:
I am informed that in the Western District we can get wood which is
as good for pianos as the wood that is to
be obtained anywhere. If it is necessary
that wood used in making pianos should be
kept for a number of ,'ears, I may point
out that Beale and Company guarantee
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that all the timber they use in making
pianos has been in their hands for years
longer than the wood used in .the majority
of the imported pianos.
I know that
pianos with better-known names than some
of these German pianos have been sold in
this State at very reasonable prices.
I
remember buying for same people up country, nearly twenty years ago, a good Bord
piano-a small one, certainly-for £28
or £29.
Those pianos were sold for·
£3 0 or £40 in Melbourne, and were as
good wearing instruments as any to be got.
Schwechten pianos have been sold here far
1;45, and Ronisch. pianos, which are as
good as any, have been sold in Melbourne
for £50 or £60. I do not know so much
about the new makers.
The very least
the Government should have done was to
say that all pianos of Australian make, or
of British make, should have a chance before the Minister entered into any agreement with the object of placing 200 pianos
in the State schools of Victoria. We have
had it stated that we want a different
pol,icy badly, as we are neglecting our own
industries. I t has been stated that there
are 7,000 fewer adults in Victoria than
there were about twelve months ago. That
is a verv serious indictment. People who
are talking about our want of population
are allowing this to go on instead of attracting population as the" should be doing
by giving the best possible employment to
our own people.
They are actually
preventing the right kind of people
from coming here.
By our acticm,
legislative,
and
otherwise,
we
are
allowing the best kind ,of people to go
away from this State. It is a great shame
that that is going on. I think I ought to
be allowed to say a word or two as to the
purchase of a dredge a little while ago.
The Ministe!f' of Water Supply told
me himself. that the construction of this
dredge was lSuch that they were not quite
certain about its seaworthiness. I think
that is a very serious thing, and I shall
have something to discus'S in reference to
it later on.
Mr. BENT.-I do not believe he ever
told you anything of the kind.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I would call your
attention, Mr. Speaker, to the fact that
the Premier has given the honorable member for Geelong a flat contradiction.
Mr. BENT.-I do give a flat contradiction.

Pianos for

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The honorable
gentleman has ,stated th.at he did not believe what ~ ..said.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable gentleman has a right to say that he does not
believe the statement. He did not say it
wa:s untrue. I want to know what the seaworthiness of the dredge has to do with the
question before the House.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Is it right for
an honorable member to tell another honorable member that he does not believe
him?
The SP EAKER.-There is nothing unparliamentary in an honorable member saying that he does not believe a statement;
that is not saying it is untrue.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-If an honorable member says he does not believe a
statement, that is the same as telling an
honorable member that his statement is untnle.
The SPEAKER.-He can exercise his
privilege' of saying whether he believes it
or not. Many of us do not believe many
things we hear, but an honorable member
must not tell another honorable member
that he is not telling the truth.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-If you tell an
honorable member that you do not believe
him it is just as if you told him he was
not telling the truth.
The SPEAKER.-He only said he does
not believe the IStatement.
Mr. COLECHIN.-That shows that
the honorable gentleman's beliefs are not
up-to-date. I cannot remember the exact
words, but they were such as to justify
me in believing that that purchase-The SPEAKER.-We have nothing to
do with the dredge, and I shall be thankful to the honorable member if he will
keep to the matter before the Chair.
Mr. COLECHIN .-1 thought you would
have allowed me to speak with regard to
dredges in connexion with this matter. I
thought the question of appointing a Committee to inquire into this subject would
have justified me in referring to the
dredges.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable men-ber was discussing the seaworthiness of
a certain dredge. I cannot see what that
has to do with the matter before the
House.
Mr. COLECH1N .-1 will confine myself to stating that that is an act of wrongdoing. I want to call attention fo this
fact: that the statement wafs made in reference to this agreement with Mr. Hugo
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Wertheim that Vietorian makers had a
chance. What are the facts? We have
it here that since the agreement the Beale
Company and another manufacturer ~ave
written to the Government, calling attention to the f.act that they are prepared to
supply them with pianos with the best of
guarantees, and that no application has.
been made to them.
Mr. BENT.-I told the House that neither Wertheim nor anybody else would 'seU
us pianos until the House determined.
Mr. COLE,CHIN .-Will the Premier
admit that no one else, excepting. the German firm, had any chance to supply pianos?
Will the honorable gentleman admit that?
Silence gives consent.
Mr. BENT .-It does not give consent.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Silence very nea.rly
gave us the pianos.
Mr. COLECHIN.-Kow that we have
a Federation, New South Wales is part
of the Commonwealth, and it is our duty
to encourage the manufacturers wherever
we can within the four corners of the Com-,
monwealth. The New South Wales firm
were prepared to ISlipply pianos, in my
opinion, on far and away better terms than
the terms of the agreement entered into by
the 'Minister. Both New South Wales anu
Victoria could h.ave supplied these pianos,.
as we have had it proved, but there was
no intimation to any other manufacturer
or any other agent that pianos were wanted.
No other manufacturer or agent, whether
British or Canadian or South Australian
or Victorian or of New South Wales, was
asked. The 'statement W,3JS made that the
Government were not flouting the demands
of this House, and the resolution of this
House. But what is the use of putting
in Victoria to give it a chance if the Government do not let Victorians know that
they are going to purchase 200 pianos
until after they had entered into an agreement? I suppose I shall not be allowed
to refer to the mining plant purchase.
The SPEAKER.-I do not see how the
honorable member can attach it to this.
Mr. ,COLECHIN.-There was another
instance, in referenoe to the purchase of
mining plant, where action was taken
against the resolution of this House. I
will not discuss that further, as it would be
ruled out of order. I am afraid there is too
much consideration by men in high positions to help workers in other lands who'
do not help us to any extent, and too great
a readiness to help people of other lands
if they will come here, while we neglect
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to look after the people who are already
here. That is a great mistake. This State,
or the COIIl1l'lOl1wealth, will never advance
while such considerations are allowed to
operate. I want to read one or two extracts. As I said before, I have taken an
interest in this matter for over twenty.
years, and that f,act will ju'Stify me in
taking up a little more time than I ~ould
otherwise have done. The question under
consideration with regard to the encouragement of local manufactures has been of very
little concern to the State Parliament during the last {our years, and it is not altogether a question that this House ha-s a
right to discuss. The question of purchasing everything that can be purchased
within the Commonwealth is one that another place should look carefully into. It
is the leading question for them, as the
land question is the leading one for this
House. In to-day's Age there is a leading
article of a character which justifies me in
saying that it is a splendid a,rticle.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Y OU will get
a pat on the back for that.
Mr. COLECHIN.-I have not had much
to thank the Age for during the lwst two
or three years. That article is as follows:Nominally the State Cabinet this morning will
<:onsider what it will do about laying the correspondence between Mr. Sachse and the agent for
German pianos before Parliament. We S3JY
nominally, because it is scarcely possible to conceive of any Government being foolish en~ugh
to refuse the fullest information. It is a matter
a.bout which Parliament has a right to be most
fully informed, in the interests of Ministerial
probity. There is no looger any room for doubt
that Mr. Sachs$ committed an act of Ministerial
favoritism for the benefit of a German firm,
and that it was an act which obtained the light of
day only in the way of a.ccident. It was, moreover, an act of so gross a kind that the whole
Cabinet was •constrained to disallow it as soon
as its particulars were understood. The general
public knows the facts, and knows them to be
inexcusable. It does not know the motives. The
Minister's action may have been merely a very
silly blunder, into which a. man may slip now
and then by an innocent inadvertence. On the
other hand, i.t may have had a depth and a
motive of a much graver character. The
Minister has been accused of wrongdoing.
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A little lower down the article states:'When the Premier, in his semi-jocular manner, talks about this motion standing 31st on the
list, and that in the ordinary 'way it would not
come on for many weeks, he is· well aware that
he is talking nonsense.

Mr. BENT.-Like you.
Mr. COLECHIN.-I am reading from
the Age.
Mr. BENT.-That article is just as nonsensical as your speech.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - I rise to a
point of order, Mr. Speaker. Is the Fremier in order in saying that the honorable
member's speech is nonsensical?
The SPEAKER.-No, it is not in
order to say that.
Mr. BENT.-I withdraw, and apologize most abjectly.
Mr. COLECHIN.And, really, this is a question on which the
Premier cannot afford to talk nonsense. Every
one will be disposed to acquit Mr. Bent of all
act or part in the Sachse agreement.

That is not nonsense.
It may be even conceded that he has not the
remotest sympathy with it, 00' with any other act
which strives to give the foreigner an advantage
over domestic producers. But he has a colleague
who has shown unmistakably a desire to do this
bad thing; and as long as a Minister is shielded
by a Cabinet the Government as a whole becomes responsible for the wrongdoing of its
member. To say, therefore, that this corre.
spondence may be indefinitely withheld is toying with very inflammable material.
The
House can find plenty of means to do just what
it wants to do in this Sachse incident. And
there can scarcely be a doubt that it wants to
know all that is to. be known.

There is nothing unfair in our application.
A Minister should at least be above any well
grounded suspicion. That Mr. Sachse certainly
is not, aneL will not be until this delinquency of
his has been probed to the bottom and found to
be nothing worse than a bungle. It bas been
shown that of 8,000 pianos imported the average
invoice price was under £20.

Not £56 or '£7~, but under £20. We
had Flinders-lane held up not many
years ago through certain people who re·
fused to allow their invoices to be ex~
amined, and there was a good deal 0.£ slog~
ginp: of the Customs before the Fedf!'I'al
Parliament took the Customs Department
over. Whatever can be said against the
Federal Parliament, there is not the slight·
I think it has been proved that h.e was est doubt that they have done good work
guilty of wrongdoing.
.
in reference to the payment of Customs
The Age states that the' average
The accu~a.tion has been proved, and the wrong duties.
has been publicly rectified. He has made no invoice price of pianoo is under £20.
I
statement in palliation of his act, and the public wonder whether [he writer of this article
is quite unable to appraise the quality of the
culpability. That is not a position in which the is not exaggerating a little bit. It may be
only £15. It looks to me as if the writer
. mntter can rest.
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is not talking nonsense, though he is letting them down exceedingly light. The
price must have been someth~ng ~ess .t~an
£20, and I have been makll1g ll1qUlnes,
but I have not yet got the information as
to the amount of duty this firm paid. It
will open the eyes of some of the poor
people if they are able to buy pianos with
50, 60, or 70 per cent. knocked off the
price, and they will be delighted with
members of thi,s House for having saved
them so much on their cottage pianos.
Mr. BENT.-And Sachse will have accomplished all this.
Mr. COLECHIN.-Sachse was purchasing pianos at £36 which it appears are
worth about from £16 to £20. It seems to
me to have been a trick, and that the
German agent was getting at the Minister.
Mr. Sachse offered to take 200 pianos from
Mr. 'Wertheim, and pay him £36 each for them.
Mr. Beale has declared his willingness to sell
200 Australian pianos, of a superior make, and
charge only £30 each for them. The average
cost of the imported pianos sold here at from
£40 to £60 is alleged to be only from £12 'I5s.
to £15. In the light of these facts nobody will
treat Mr. Sachse's transaction as one that can
be hushed up.

Will it not be hushed up unless we carry
this motion? If the Premier is not satisfied with the names, let him put in other
names. I am sure honorable members will
be satisfied with the appointment of a
f air number of members to inquire into the
matter, and to bring up a fair and honest
report. Members of this House are pledged
that nothing shall be purchased for use in
the Government service unless, where possible, it is made in the Commomvealth.
It is susceptible of so much evil that public
apprehension cannot be allayed until the facts
are known.

That article is not written with any venom
at all. If the writer was desirous of putting the case as strongly as any honorable
man would be justified in doing, he would
have said how much less than £20 pianos
were invoiced at. If it had been £19 19s.
IId. I should have said so. It might be
a great deal less than 1£20. I have the
correspondence here, and I see one of the
letters has about five or six lines in it with
seven lines of interlineations, to say nothing
of the alterations. It says:Hugo vVcrtheim, Esq.,
I have the honour, by direction of the Honorable the Minister of Public Instruction, to request YOll to supplY for use in State schools
200 Perzina pianos, ac; required, on the terms
submitted to you, as set out in my letter-
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In the altered form there is something
scratched out in the second line, but I cannot read it, for the line is thicker than the
words. Underneath it says:Weare prepared to take them rus required,
and in accordance with the terms submitted by
you, and subject to the conditions set forth in
my letter of even date.

That letter was written on the same date
as the other one. There is a letter dated
"loth October, 1906," from the Education Department t9 Mr. Wertheim. The
date appears to have been altered from the
loth to the 12th, and at the foot it is
dated the 12th of October. There is another letter addressed to Hugo Wertheim,
stating, inter aliaI am directed by the Honorable the Minister
to state that he has considered your liberal offer,
and is prepared to contribute to the purchase of
200 pianos, subject to the following conditions-

There is an interlineation here, where the
words "contribute to the purchase of 200
pianos" come in. The alteration makes
it read: "and is prepared to contribute to
the purchase of 200 pianos subject to the
following conditions." Then the conditions are given as follows:(I) The pianos are to be supplied only as
ordered by teachers or Boards of Advice through
this Department. (2) If the teachers or Boards
of Advice do not come forward with their subscriptions, the Department will not complete the
purchase or render itself in any way responsible
or liable.

Then the third condi,tion states: "No de·
partmental aid will be given," and this is
altered to "No departmental contribution
will be given in respect of other pianos
until 200 of such have been purchased from
you." They have put in "any such
instruments," and then come the words,
"save and except as to pianos manufactured in Victoria."
That is written in
pencil.
Mr. BENT. I think "Victoria" is
in ink.
Mr. COLECH1N .-1 do not think so.
Perhaps they have had a number of. copies
taken off it, which has sucked all the ink
out of it.
There is no signature; to this
letter, and it looks a verv strange document
in the face of the facts already brought
to light.
Mr. MACKINNON .-Is that the original
document?
Mr. COLECHIN. - I suppose Mr.
Wertheim has the original.
I t does
not look like a very creditable copy
of the letter, and it would not have
taken many minutes to type-write it.
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The following notice was prepared for
publication in the Education Gazette:PIANOS FOR SCHOOLS.
With the desire to bring the acquisition of a
school piano within the reach of all schools, the
Honorable the Minister has decided to assist
teachers and Boards of Advice to purchase approved instruments on specially low terms. He
is, therefore, prepared to add a sum of money
to' that subscribed or otherwise raised locally.
Mr. Sachse has, after careful inquiry into the
merits of the Perzina piano, come to an arrangement with Mr. Hugo Wertheim for the supply
of 200 Perzina pianos for use in State schools.

Honorable members will notice that it says
Mr. Sachse has done this.
These pianos will be supplied to any school
which remits a sum of £24 to' this office. A
ten years' guarantee will be given with each
piano, and, if desired, an instrument will be
specially selected by a leading expert (to be
employed by this Department) on payment of a
small fee.

Now who is the expert who is to get that
fee?
The previous part of that notil:e
justifies me in saying that Mr. Sachse has
selected 200 pianos, and we have it on record that he has entered into an agreement
for the purchase of those pianos, and yet
a fee has to be paid to some expert to
select the pianos.
The Minis:er entered
into that agreement, and the Government
would not have been able to get out of it
had it not been for the desire of Mr. Wertheim to save the skin of a certain gentleIt will be seen that the expert's
man.
fee is to be paid, not by the Department,
but by the schools. The notice goes onPianos will be delivered, free of cost, to
schools in the metropolitan area. For transmission to the country, the pianos will be delivered
at the Railway Station, Melbourne, free of
cost, but freight must be paid by the purchas~r,
The price of the piano to be supplied would in
the ordinary course of trade be £72.

That is not true.
I am satisfied, on the
evidence of these documents, that it is not
correct,It will be understood that pianos thus obtained through the Education Department will
remain the property of the school, and must
not be removed without the authority of the
Minister, In the event of a school being closed,
the piano will become the property of the Department, to be, used in some other school in
the locality.
Should it be desired to obtain immediate eleliverY of a piano on deferred paYments, this
can be arranged by sending a proposal through
this Department to Mr. W'ertheim,

Then there are a lot of erasures and interlineations.
Some of it is in typewriting,
and some of it is written in ink.
It
saysIt will of course be understood that the pianos
are to be supplied only as ordered, and if
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the schools do not come forward with their subscriptions, the Department will not complete the
purchase, and will nO't incur liability.
No departmental aid will be given in respect to pianos
until the completion of this order for 200
pianos.

Therefore, until these 200 pianos have been
purchased, the Dep"artment will give no
consideration whatever, and they are bound,
hidebound and legbound, by this precious
agreement, to purchase 200 pianos before
they can enter into any other agreement
for any British, foreign, or Commonwealth
manufactured pianos.
Then I come to
some statements here, which I suppose can
be got by the bushel, as to the great merit
of the Perzina pianos.
The Premier read
some OD them to the House" and I may as
well pass them over.
Mr. BENT.-The Methodist Ladies' College was one of them.
Mr. COLECHIN.-I do not know whether the same discount was given in that
case, but we know it was done as an advertisement, and I have no doubt the discount was there, becanse the gentleman who
runs that college is "all there" in that
respect.
Mr. BENT.-And Archbishop Carr got
a lot. What has he been up to?
Mr. COLECHIN.-Then I, would like
to say a word or two about these other
It is only fair I should say
documents.
something in the interests of Commonwealth manufacturers.
Mr. BENT.-I think Sachse should be
sentenced to come and listen to you.
Mr. COLECHIN.-The honorable gentleman says something about sentence, but
he has not got as far as a censure up to
the present time.
It is all very well to
laugh, and jeer, and flout the wishes that
the House has expressed by resolution, but
I say that the country will not stand this
kind of thing.
I am satisfied of that.
There is a letter here f.rom 'Mr. Hugo
Wertheim, in which he says:I desire, as arranged yesterday, in the inter.
view you were good enO'ugh to accord me, to
formally cancel the above contract.
'

I suppose Ministers threw up their hats
when they got that letter.
I come now to
a letter from the Secretarv of the Victorian Chamber of 1'..fanufactures.
I am
sure the honorable member for Essendon
will not say anything against that gentleman.
Mr. WATT.-He is a first-class man. I
wish I could say the same of you.
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Mr. COLECHIN.-The
follows : -

letter

IS

as

Dear Sir,
I am directed to inform you, that at the
monthly meeting of the members of the Victorian Chamber of Manufactures, the following
resolution was carried :-" That this Chamber
views with alarm the proposal of the Minister
of Educa,tion to arrange for the purchase of
a large number of pianos for the State schools
without giving Australian manufacturers an
opportunity of quoting, and the Chamber trusts
the Premier will not permit any such purchase
to be llIade wi thout first giving Australian
makers at least a chance to tender for the Educat:on Depart:nent's requirements in pianos.'
Yours faithfully,
F. L. \V. ASHBY, Secretary.

Then we have a letter, on the top of which
is a pretty little. picture of a very nicelooking Australian-made piano, signed by
Henry S. l)ottenger, pianoforte maker. 1
am going to support this man if. he can do
justice to this State in preference to the
man from outside.
The letter is dated
November 5-Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-GUy Fawkes
Dav.
~fr. COLECHIN.-Yes, and it was
several days nfter the arrangement had been
made with Mr. Wertheim.
Mr. Pottenger
says : The Hon. Thos. Bent, Premier of Victoria.
Dear Sir,-In regard to the supply of pianos
for the State schools of Victoria, I would respectfully suggest that the contract be divided-

See what a fair-minded man he is; he
does not want the whole lotz he only wants
it to be dividedso as to enable the Victorian manufacturer to
compete. I am prepared to supply your Government with twenty-five or more VictorianmanuIactured pianos for £30 each. These instruments, ma'-! at my factory, have extended
iron frames, /, leet 2 inches high, full trichord,
with check aCtion, &c. The cases in Australian
walnut or other Australian timber desired.

Australian walnut is as good timber as any
in the world.
Years ago I bought some
furniture made of Australian walnut, and
it is as good to-dav as the day I bought
it, and in constant wear.
Mr. Pottenger
says : I gua.rantee these instruments as a good line,
and made to withstand constant wear. I beg
to enclose an illustration of my piano.

He is as proud of his piano as a man is
of the photo of his first babyI am prepared to supply any details required,
and trust to be favoured with an order from
your Government.
I have the honour to be, &c.,
HENRY

S.

POTTENGER.
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This letter was written about three weeks
after a contract was signed, sealed, and delivered between the German Minister of
Public Instruction and a foreign firm for
the supply of 200 pianos of an inferior
quality to those which are offered, and at
a considerably higher price.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-You know the Minister
is not a German.
He is an Australian
native.
Mr. COLECHIN.-I believe he is an
Australian native, but at all events he is
battling very well for the German manufacturer-that is what I obiect to.
Then
we come to the following letter from the
Trades Hall Council:Carlton, 5th November, 1906.
I have the honour, by direction, to forward
you a copy of the following resolutIOn, carried
unanimously at a meeting of the Trades Hall
Council on the 2nd inst., namely :-"That this
Council ·emphatically protests against the proposed purchase of foreign-made pianos by the
State Government to be used in the State
schools, as pianos can be purchased from Australian manufacturers, and that the Government
be urged at all times to give preference to goods
manufactured under fair conditions within the
Commonwealth, and thereby carry out the Australian patriotic sentiment of supporting colonial
industry."
I have the honour to be, &c.,
CHARLES HARRIS, Acting Secretary.

Now, that is respectful enough.
Then
vve come to Beale and Company, a firm
that have had an uphill fight, bu't the merits
of their goods have been recognised on all
hands.
Many public men, including men
who have sat in this House, have
used the Beale pianos for vears,
and they say there are none hetter
manufactured in any part of- the world.
The building where thev are manufactured is an enormous one, and thev
employ 600 hands. I have never been to
Sydney, but if ever I visit that city
the first place I intend to go to is
to this piano 'factory, which has been
built up under a free-trade Tariff. They
have been able to hold their own under
a free-trade Tariff, and more power to
them, I say. I believe that New South
Wales is the only place in Australia; where
pianos are manufactured, but in Victoria,
when the people rise to the occasion, as
they are doing at present, and demand that
only Australian manufactures shall be used
in Australia, pianos will soon be manufactured here.
Mr. GAUNSON. - Beale is a German
name.
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!\Ir. COLECHIN.-There is a letter
from Mr. R. M. Beale to the Premier-

Reid and Sons, Ballarat Coffee Palace,
Ballarat-

The Hon. Thos. Bent, M.L.A., Premier of Victoria, Melbourne.
.
Dear Sir,-It comes somewhat as.a surpnse. to
us to note that the Minister of PublIc Instruct~on
has undertaken to purchase up t? 20? Perzma
pianos for the State schools of. Vlctona on certain conditions. vVe beg to mform you that
had ,we been given the opportunity to consid·er
the proposals for the supply of pianos we should
hwve been most ha.ppy and willing to have made
an ~qually advantageous effe.r to the 1?epartment. In view of your promIse to Parhament
yesterday, we shall be tllad. to know whether
you will be prepared to consIder an. offer. from
our firm for the supply of Austra.han pIanos,
instead of those 00£ foreign manufacture. We
might state that our instrUl:nents carry a
guara.ntee for twenty-five years mstead of ten-

The Beale piano is giving complete satisfaction
to our many visitors and to ourselves. As an
Australian product, it does you great credit.

That is a twenty-five years' g.uarantee from
a man Gn the spotas given for Perzinas, and they are better suited
for the purpose for which you wish to put them,
as by virtue of our patented iron wrest plank
(which cannot be used by any other manufacturer in the world) they remain at full concert
pitch for many years without tuning.

What I want to do is to give the Australian
manufacturer at least as good an advertisemen~ as the Premier gav~ the foreign
manufacturer the other evemng.
Mr. GAUNSON.-J rise to a point of
order. We are supposed to be doing serious business. Is it competent for an honorable member to give an advertisement in
this House to anybody?
The SPEAKER.-No.
Mr. COLECHIN.-I said I was justified in giving as good an advertisement to
the local manufacturer as the Premier-The SPEAKER.-The honorable member is doubly out of order. He has no
right to impute that the Premier was advertising: anybody.,
Mr. COLE CHIN .-1 will not 'do so any
mOre. I have proof of the quality of the
Beale pianos from men who ca~ be trusted
in thi1; State. The letter contmuesTh~ importance of this patent steel tuning
slstem cannot be over-~stimated, as it renders
the pianos quit~ impervlO~s to th~ most extreme
climatic changes. You wIll readIly understand
the great advantage of. this system in p.ianos,
which will be exposed ID State sch-ools ID all
parts of Victoriru .. T~e sOl~nding boar.ds of our
pianos are also qUlte ImperIshable, whIch cannot
he said of other makes. Under separate cover
I am sending you circulars mId catalogues of
Our pianos. Awa.iting the favour of your reply,
Yours faithfully,
R. M. BEALE.

Thefe are ru number of testimonials for
these pianos, but I only propose to read a
few oft them. There is one from Messrs.

Then there is a testimonial from }fr.
Hume Cook, M.H.R.-

J.

P.eaardin a the piano made by your firm, and

prese~ted t~ me by the Ministers and members
of the Commonwealth Parliament, I have the
very greatest pleasure in stating that one could
not wish for a 'better instrument. After some
fourteen months' wear, it is still in perfect tune,
and its tone is rich and mellow as the most fastidious could desire. As an Australian strongly
desirous of proDloting Australian industries, it
affords me no small d'elight to be able to add
that of those who have seen and have used the
piano (and some were very competent judges)
all are unanimous in its praise.

What becomes of the ,statement of the
member of this Ministry, who is also an
Australian, but who has helped the foreign
manufacture.r? The last letter I shall read
is from G. S. de Ch aneet , Esq.I am pleased to state that yOuI' Australian
pianos, used at the recent }.1elbourne A.N.A.
competitions, have given every satisfaction. The
tone throughout is well balanced, there being nl)
break of any kind. The quality is rich,
sonorous, and bright, and the touch is really excellent. The constant playing during the seven
weeks' competition has convinced me that your
invention of a tuning system in iron and steel,
avoiding the use of the troublesome and unreliable wooden wrest plank, is a wonderful improvement, because the pianos remained at full
concert pitch, ancl I take this oppmtunity of
congratulating you on your complete success, as
neither the tuning system or sounding board can
be affected by any climate. I sincerely trust
that the cla.y is not far distant when every Australian home will contain an Australian piano.

That is the opinion of an expert who has
been befure the public for yeans. He has
been a teacher of music for many years,
anel as the adjudic.ator at the A.N.A.
competitions his letter ought to be
received with a: good deal of respect.
In the catalogue of the Beale Company there are pictures of many beautiful pianos.
These pianos are beau ..
tiful in their internal construction as well
3JS their outer appearance.
I do not desire
to read any more extracts, but I think if
any honorabl~ member is desirous of doing
so he will only be doin~ his duty to the
Commonwealth and the State, .and to every.
boy and girl in the Commonwealth, be~
cause I think a great injustice has been
done to the rising population.
I hOlDe
the Government, in common fairness, wi'll
recognise that the honorable member for
Bendigo East, in his application for the
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appointment of a Committee, has justified
himself to both side3 of the House in asking that it should be reported to the House
whet.her or not the Minister of Public
Instruction has not failed in his duty in
violating the resolution of this House, of
which he must have been aware. The honorable member is justified in trying to provide that no member of another place shall
violate the decisions of the House, and
that the Govemment shall once more pledge
itself, and not break its pledge, as it has
done in the past, that in future when anything is required in the State it shall be
obtained in the State, or in the Commonwealth, instead of foreigners being patronized.
Mr. BENT.-On behalf of ~Ir. Sachse,
I thank you for making a farce of this.
Mr. GRAHAM.-After hearing the extracts quoted by the honorable member for
Geelong, it is very clear to me that before
giving an intelligent vote on . the subject
all the papers Ishould be laid on the table
of the House. The honorable member has
quoted a number of extracts. He has told
us that a number of erasions and additions
have been made to the papers, and as the
Premier is treating this motion as a motion of no confidence, I am not prepared
to vote without seeing all the papers connected with the C8JSe. I intend to move an
amendment to that effect.
r,Ir. PRENDERGAsT.-Then you object to
an inquiry by a ,Committee?
Mr. GRAHAM.-I object to voting for
an inquiry until we have had an opportunity of seeing whether there should be an
inquiry or not. I am not standing here
either to praise or condemn the Minister
of Public Instruction, and I will not do
so until I have seen all the papens. I
should be sorry to defend the action of
this Minister, or any other Minister, who
may do anything to injure the interests of
the country, but we are entitled to give fair
play to everyone, and the only way to do
that is to have all the papers on fhe table
of the Housc\ The papers have been
handed round the chamber, and we do not
know whether the\' are on the table. I
beg to move an arriendment-·
That all the words after the ,'.-onl "that" be
struck alit, with a view to insertin[! the following words "all paners in connexion with the
transaction between HU!~o Wertheim anrl the F.ducation Dep:>rtment w;th re[1ard to the nurchase
of pianos for the State schools be laid on the
table of the House."

Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I desire to ask
wnether it is in order for an amendment

State Schools.

of this kind to be submitted when the
papers haye already been placed on the
table of the House by the Premier. The
papers were laid on the table, and the
Premier stated ISO when he was challenged
with the statement t.hat the papers were
not on the table. He said the papers had
been placed there for the inspection of
honorable members,
:Mr. BENT.-I understand that the
amendment is simply asking for the papers
to be printed. Although I placed them
on the table, I do not think half-a-dozen
members have been able to go through them,
and I am willing to accept the amendment.
l\fr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy). - On
the point of order-,
Mr. GAUNSON.-Where is the point of
order?
Mr. J. ·W. BILLSO)J (Fitzroy). I
think the House ought clearly to understand whether it is really in order to
move-Mr. GAUNSON.-Is there any point of
order before the Chair?
The SPEAKER.-A point of order has
been raised.
l\1r. J. 'iV. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Your
ruling, sir, will be yery valuable for the
guidance of honorable members. The Premier produces the papers, and clearly and
distinctly states that they are the whole of
the papers in connexion' with this matter,
and that he has great pleasure in laying
I want
them on the table of the House.
'to know, with the leader of the Opposition,
whether it is in order for an honorable member to move that the papers be laid upon
the table of the House, if those papers are
,already upon the table of the House, having been laid there by the Premier himself,
who has given his word to the House that
the whole of the papers in connexion with
the case are there for the perusal of honorable members. I am of opinion that it
is not in order to moYe that a thing be
done which is alreadv done, and which has
been completel\' done bv the Premier himself.
No other pa!1ers- are available, and
therefore I submit that the amendment is
out of order.
Mr. SAXGSTER.-The honorable member who mowd the amendment, gave, as a
reason, that in the (Juotations given bv the
honorrtble member for Geelong were interlineations and alterations. If the Premier
has the papers printed, those interlineations and alterations will not be shown in
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them.
The motive of the amendment is to
get the papers shuffled out and printed
papers submitted in their place, so that
honorable members will get them without
the interlineations and alterations contained
in the papers which are now on the table.
~he honorable member for Geelong asked
for certain papers which were not there,
and the Premier said they were all there,
and that he put them on the table of the
House, and the honorable gentleman blamed
the honorable member for Geelong for insisting that the.y were not all there.
If
the amendment is carried, it will convert
the motion into a farce.
The Premier
stated that the
· ·honorable
:£ memberd for
h Geek 1
Iong turne d It mto a ia rce , an t an e(
the hono'rable member on behalf of
1I.f
S h
f
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f . so.1
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prepared to. stand by Austra Ian. manu acturers, let hIm vote for the appomtment of
C'
d h C
.
'11
d
a ommltt~e, an t e ommlttee WI stan
bv. Austrahan
manufacturers.
.
The SPEAKER.-The amendment is
perfectly in order.
The Premier laid the
papers unofficially on the table, but they
are not there by. order .of the Ho~se.
If
the amendment IS carned they wIll be on
the table by the order of the HOllJse, and
cannot be remove_d by anybody.
l\fr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-I wish
to ask a question for my own informat.ion,
and perhaps for the information of other
honorable members.
The Premier said if
the papers were laid upon the table of
the House he would get them printed, but
the printed papers will 'not be as valuable as the original papers, which contain
many alterations in ink and in pencil. When
those ,alterations were made no one knows,
and only a Board of Inquiry can ascertain
the real facts about them.
I want to
know whether the original papers will be
laid upon the table of the House, or whether the papers we now have will be withdrawn and a printed copy laid upon the
That is a verv im·
table in their stead.
portant point for those who desire t(; get
at the true facts.
The SPEAKER.-The original papers
must be laid on the table of the House.
~1r. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-And not
a printed copy?
O
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The SPEAKER.-And not a printed
copy.
They may be afterwards printed
and circulated, but the original papers must
be laid On the table.
Mr. GRAHAM.-And they must become
the property of the House.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Honorable members
will regret the happening of this matter
as I myself do.
I do not at all appreciate
the idea of pianos, whether they are
Perzinas, or Lipps, or Schwechtens, or
Brinsmeads, which I prefer amongst Eng100 ,pianos, baking their place in State
school houses at all.
I think, speaking
generally, it is very undesirable that they
shou.
ld'
It l's not th a t I desplse
. plano
.
s,
but the should not be ut there until at
1
y
f P
'. 1
- a 1 events, matters 0
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na t ure are provl'd ed ,suc h as sc h00I houses
h
were
t hey are wanted ,an d t he necessary
adjuncts or paraphernalia connected with
B ut so soon as t h'IS prosc h001 houses.
pose d pureh ase was b roug ht un der t 11e
p
.,
.
h
Id h H
h
remler s notIce, e to
t e
ouse t at
he wouId not perm 1' tpIanos'
'
t0 be supplied at all until the matter had
bee
h
f 11 .
. d . t
I
n muc more u y mquue m o.
know the Minister of Public Instruction is
t an d I can qm'te
. 1 en th'
a mUSlca
USlas,
understand that when there was some talk
about pianos being exposed in school
houses, it was thought that perhaps they
were going in for Beethoven's :Moonlight
Sonata, or something ofl that sort.
I
would like to put the matter as it appears
to me from a very cursory perusal of these
papers.
The honorable member for Geelong kept them in his possession for an
unconscionable time.
He handed them
then to the honorable and learned member
for Prahran,. who looked at them for less
than five mmutes.
I went over to the
honorable member for Geelong, and then
I went out for a walk for fully
h~lf-an-h~:)Ur.
I tpen . wen.t over to
hIm agrun, and asked hul'l If he had
~nished with them, an~, he said, "I am
Just about to commence.
I then fled for
my life. Let us get to the date of these
documents, and see what the real substance
of the matter is. It is said that there was
a contract.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member is now speaking to the main question.
When there is an amendment before the
Chair, he must confine himself to that
amendment.
Mr. GAUNSON.-,-I am showing the
need of printing the papers. If that is
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done, this storm in a teacup will soon be
ended.
There is no occasion for the
Premier to print more, nor should he print
less, than the communications beginning
with Mr. Wertheim and ending with Mr.
vVertheim. He should not print this advertisement of Mr. Beale, and all that rubbish.
Mr. COLECHIN.-What about the flapdoodle from Mr. Wertheim in the papers,
too?
. Mr. GAUNSON".-If whatever Mr.
We:rtheim has written to bring about this
arrangement which has been erroneously
called a contract, but which is no contract
whatever, nor anything approaching a contract, is printed, that is very proper, because it shows l\.{r. Wertheim's approaches,
, and the way he was dealt with, but when
you come to look at Mr. Wertheim's cifer,
and at the Departmental statement, you
find what I thought all the way through.
I do not want to bla1l'l.e Mr. Tate, the Director, any more than what may appear
here, but if you look at the typewritten
docr.ment-and the Premier ought to cause
the papers to be printed in SlUch a way as to
show the alterations and interlineations, so that every man may more or less
judge for himself of the truth of this
matter-you will see that there are interlineations in writing, and that it is recommended by " F. T." I presume that means
recommended by Mr. Tate. I will ask the
Minister of Lands to look at this document, and say whether those are Mr. Tate's
initials.
Mr. MACKEY.-Yes.
I\'!r. GAUNSON.-Then it is recommended by Mr. Tate. That being so, it is
all my eye for Mr. Tate to say he did not
recommend it, for there it is in black and
white, and then you get Mr. Sachse's intials underneath, as mr.ch as to say, "I
approve of you_r recommendation."
~1r. COLECHIN.-Do vou think Mr. Tate
recommended it to Sachse, or do yOu' think
Sachse ordered Tate?
Mr. GAUNSON.-I really think Mr.
Tate has, or ought, to have, sufficient
honesty and independence of character to
refrain from signing his name to what
would be a palpable lie.
Mr. W ATT.-He has got it, too.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I am willing to believe it.
Mr. KEAsT.-One of the best men in the
State.
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l\1r. GAUNSON.-I do not wish, at
this particular time, to cavil at that statement. I do not believe it, but I say nothing about it.
Yau will find in the memorandum that was evidently about to be
sent, on October 10, ,certain interlineations,
this time in pencil, and they show that there
is no contract at all.
The dOCument
states - " No Departmental (contribution~
interlined) will be given in respect of other
pianos until 200 (of such instruments, interlined in pencil) have been purchased
(from you, interlined in pencil) under these
conditions," and then follows in pencil-"s.a.ve and except as to pianos manufactured in Victoria, of a quality approved of
by the Department." Does not the draft
show what the original is?
Is not the
draft what the boy is to the man-his
counterpart in miniature?
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-You know
what you do when you write a letter.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Apparently, I do not
know anything about it, and the honorable
and learned member who has just come to
us from Toorak knows more than anybody
else. I am willing to sit at his feet presenti y, but not just now. Here is really"
to all intents and purposes, the original,
because the one signed by the Minister is
not here. It is probably in the possessio1l1
of Mr. Wertheim, and would not be in
these papers. TIlls is only the draft, but
it becomes the original to all intents and
purposes qua the Department. That being
so, it shows at once that the original intention was simply that the purchase should
be made by the school, or the teacher,
or the Board of Advice, on behalf of
the school, that they were to pay £36 for
a piano, that they were to contribute £24
to it, and then the Department would find
the other £12,. under regulations whi.ch
I am given to understand exist, and which,.
if they do exist, the Department have a
perfect right to act upon. Consequently,.
it is not a contract in the sty Ie in which I
thought it was, until I had seen these
papers. It is nothing more nor less than an
arrangement to this effect :-" If you can
get the people of the various schools topurchase your pianos for £36, when YOU
have got £24 of theirs, we will either
give the school £12 to pay you, or at the
request of the school, we will pay you
direct."
That appears to be the whole
It was a mistake, because this
thing.
thing might have slipped throu.zh at the
Executive Council meeting, without anybody being any the wiser, but to say that

Pianos for

State Schools.

[13 NOVEMBER, 1906.]

Mr. Sachse did ~t of his own motion, and
tthat the head of the Department did not
recommend it, is not borne out by what
appears on the face of the papers. There
is no neoessity whatever for the Committee
that is asked for, and I should feel absolutely boun.d to vote against the motion,
and in favour of the amendment.
Mr. MACKINNON .-1 would like to
say a word or two on this subject, a.s I
may not have an opportunity of doing so
later on if the ainendment is carried. Personally, I cannot see that the amendment
of the honorable member for Goulburn
Valley helps us very much one way or the
other. As was pointed out when the
amendment was proposed, we really have
got all the papers on this subject. I cannot help 'feeling-and I am sure the Premier must recognise this.--that one of his
Ministers has committed what I might
venture to call a "blazing indiscretion" in
this matter.
Mr. BENT.-That is too strong a term.
Mrr. MACKINNON .;---At any rate, it is
an ext reme 1y illuminating indiscretion. He
has not only flouted the resolution of thi-s
House, but he has undoubtedly got away
from the spirit of tendering in connexion
with Government supplies.
Mr. GAuNsON.-That is true.
Mr. MNCKINNON .-1 feel that that
is perfectly true.
There is something to
be said for the theory that the Minister
of Public IosVruction has committed the
Government to a partnership with an advertising finn of pianos and sewing machine vendors of· foreign origin, in this
State. I do not say that there is anything
wrong in their being of foreign origin.
I know that Mr. Wertheim is not only very
shrewd, but an honorable man, and holds
a good position in the community.
But
this Minister has allowed the Government
to drift into a position which it is wrong
for any Government to get into. As I read
this so-called agreement, it seems to me that
what has happened is this-Mr. Wertheim
has seen the opportunity of utilizing his
canvassers throughout the country, and he
has said, "Now I can send round my
canvassers, and through those canvassers,
by holding out to the people the inducement of providing cheap pianos, get them
to subscribe £24 in their community.
I will arrange with the Minister of Public
Instruction, if they can subscribe £24, for
a piano in one area, that the :Minister shaill
give another £12, thus making up the
lowest price at which I can sell the pianos,
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taking into cons.i.deration the necessity of
getting some profit for ~yself, and when
I make that arrangement the Government
are undoubtedly bound to carry it out, unless. they repudiate the action of their Minister." Now, the Government having entered,
through the instrumentality of the Minister of Public Instruction-and I presume
from the remarks of the Premier, that he
acted entirely on his own-into a partnership in a concern which is really a means
of advertising a particular vendor's wares
in this community, I think we cannot come
to any other conclusion than that the Minister of Public Instruction ha.s been guilty
of a blazing indiscretion in connexion with
this matter. The Premier has quite: properly repudiated the whole transaction.
He sees the manifest unfairness of it.
Mr. BENT .-1 was carrying out the resolution of this House which I voted for
and approved of. What else could I do?
:~"Ir. MACKINNON.-Quite so; and I
cannot help thinking, after reading the correspondence, that this resolution of the Assembly was present to thie minds of the
persons who were responsible for the letter
referring to
pianos made in Victoria."
There seems to be a good deal af
disingenuousness about that, because they
must have known that for all practical purposes no pianos are made in Victoria. The
agreement which Mr. Wertheim had was
that no other sellers of pianos were to have
an 0pPQrtunitv of making similar arrangements for selling pianos to the Education
Department or to BoarDS of Advice until
200 Perzina pianos were sold.
Mr. BEN!'.-The honorable member for
Fitzroy read about a man in Fitzroy off€'!'ing twenty pianos.
The SPEAKER.-I would point out to
the honorable member for Prahran that he
is s1?~aking to th~ main question, and not
to the amendment.
Mr. MACKINNON.-I am speaking to
the main question, because I may not have
another opportunity of speaking. on the
subject.
The SPEAKER.-Whether the honorable member has an opportunity or not, it
is the rule of the l10use to speak to the
amendment before the Chair.
Mr. MACK1NNON.-Mr. Speaker, I
ha ve al ways been reminded by you that the
penalty for speaking to the main question
when an amendment is before the Chair
was that the honorable member who did so
woul d be stopped later on from· speaking
(C
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to the main question when the amendment
was disposed of.
The SPEAKER.-Yes, and I think that
is a very salutary rule, too.
Mr. l\IACKINNON.-I will take. advantage of it. P·racticall y , however, I have
said all I mean to say.
I am satisfied
that we have got all the papers before us
here.
A· good deal was said about the
honorable member for Geelong and his long
speech, but I am not sure that the honorable member did not do a good deal towards clearing up some of the doubts many
of us had with regard to what the reat
agreement was. I am convinced that what
I have described was the real agreement
~namel y, that the Government had been
committed, although the Premier no doubt
has repudiated it-to a sort of partners~ip
in a piano venture, a thing which I think
is utterly wrong, and which, as I have said,
constitutes a blazing indiscretion.
Still,
we now have all the facts, and unless it
can be suggested that there is some further impropriety, some personal interest
on the part of the Minister of Public Instruction, I do not see that any further
action is necessary. I t has been suggested
that the :Minister has a German name, and
that this company is of German origin.
I think that is rather an unfair thing to
say of the Minister of Public Instruction~
because we all "know him, and know that
he is an Australian native of the purest
Australian native type. I do not think
anything of that sort could have influenced
him at all, nor have I heard suggested that
there is any improper conduct on his part
--at any rate, it has not been said in debate. A thing that was referred to in one
of the leading newspapers--in a very wellwritten article, as I thought-this morning, was that the Mini·sterial probity was
involved in this way: Here was a private
arrangement embodying a concern of great
magnitude-a sum of £2,400 of public
money - and it was suggested that this
should ,show to the Government that there
was gooa ground of inquiry, because they
would then be ahle to prove that there was
no sinister Or furtive influence being exercised in connexion with the matter. But
I do not think that that is quite a fair attitude to take up. You must not assume
that there is any improper conduct or any
improper moth·e. The most that can be
said-and I think it should be said emphatically-is that the Minister of Public
Instruction has been guilty of gross careles'sness and of gross neglect of the wishes
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of Parliament, and has exposed the Ministry to the odium-Mr. ~AUNSON .-Is that quite fair, remembenng the permanent head of the Department?
Mr. MACKIXNON.-I am very glad
the honorable member has made reference
to the perm~ent head. The_ only thing
that would mduce me, after hearing this
de?ate, and having had an opportunity of
gomg through the papers, to insist with
all my power for an inquiry-Mr. BENT.-You will remember I stated
distinctl~ that I did not bring any public
servant mto the matter.
Mr. M~CKINNON .-It is very well for
the PremIer to say that. But there is a
difference between a Cabinet Minister who
enjoys his position by grace of Parlia~ent,
~nd a St~te servant! who enjoys his positIOn by VIrtue of an Act of Parliament.
I~ any pU?lic servant with a properly constIt~ted ~md. a. fact of this kind alleged
agamst hIm IS Just as harmful to him as
any statement that. might be made against
a Cabinet Minister. The only thing that
would induce me to consider that an inquiry would produce any beneficial result
is the consideration that some of the public
servants whose initials are connected with
portions of the correspondence might have
an opportunity of clearing themselves. I
do not belieye for a moment that ~Ir. Tate
had anything whatever to do with this.
Mr. BROMLEY.-How do you know?
Mr. MACKINNON .-1 have had opportunities of discussing educational matters with Mr. Tate. I know the bent of
his mind, and I know that if he could see
a means of getting £2,400 spent on the
Education Department, pianos would not
be one of the directions in which he would
f-sk the money to be expended. There are
other means, in his opinion, of spending
money to yery much better account, and
one of those means, which the Premier will
have to take into consideration, is the question of the payment of those employed Lv
the Education Department.
-.
~Ir. WATT.-You say YOU haye read the
pa pers. How do yo~ get over the first
reference to Mr. Tate in the papers?
1\1r. GAUNSoN.-What ahout the letter
to 1\1r. Tate from ~Iarshall Hall?
Mr. l\JACKINKOX.-There is nothing,
as far as I can ascertain, which commits Mr.
Tate at all, and from what I know of, Mr.
Tate the purchase of pianos is not one of
the directions in which he would ask money
to be ·spent. Returning to this particular
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amendment, I repeat that we have all
the papers before us. Although, as the honoraole member for Geelong, pointed out,
those papers contain interlineations and
alterations, any business man can understand that these probably have 'been the
original dI1afts from which letters were
written. It is perfectly obvious that unless serious alterations were made, which
i·s very unlikely, between these drafts being
settled and the letters being sent to Mr.
Wertheim, there is nothing in that
point. I think we have certainly the full
correspondence on the subject before us,
and, having read the full correspondence,
I cannot see that anything more can be
brought here. I cannot see that we will
get any more papers out of the Department. We knbw exaotly what the arrangement was.
Mr. J., CAMERON (Gippsland East).Could a committee get any more information?
Mr. MACKINNON.-If they had a
fishing inquiry, it is possible that something, might turn up. But that does not
justify me, nOr does it justify, I think,
any honorable member in supporting an
inquiry of this sort, unless some allegation
is made which ios likelv as the result of
such an inquiry to 'be verified. I cannot
approve of the amendment of the honorable member for Goulburn Valley; and,
having heard the Government account
of the matter, I ha ve
come
to
the conclusion that, while the Minister
of Public Instruction has. been foolish
-even extreme! y indiscreet in his conduct-I cannot see that. an inquiry such
a:> my honorable friend, the honorable
memt>er for Bendigo East, proposes,
will produce any further results., But I
am glad that the honorable member has
brought the matter up, because it emphasizes again the absolute necessity there is
that Ministers of the Crown, whether they
sit in this House or in another Chamber,
should pay the closest attention to the
w.ishes of Parlipmen,t as ·frequently expressed in Parliament. And when Ministers in another place get away from the
formal strict resolutions which have been
come to by' thios Chamber, it sets some of
us doubting whether it is a wise arrangement that another place should have so
many Ministers in their ranks. I know
the Minister ,of Public Instifu.ctiol} has
been criticised severely here. I know he
is not a persona grata to many members
of this House, but at the same time, while
J
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we must subject him to the criticism which
falls to everybodJ in public life who makes
a mistake, I think we must also treat him
fair! y. Under these circumstances, I feel
personally that we have had a fairly good
explanation-not a satisfactory explanation, but still a fairly gooa explanation,
from which we can come to some conclusion
to satisfy Our own minds with regard to
this matter.
Mr. BROMLEY.-But not all of LS. •
Mr. MACKINNON.-I have listened
carefully to the whole discussion, and have
read the papers, and have come to a common-sense verdict on the subject. For that
reason I cannot support the honorable
member's amendment, and I cannot support the motion either.
Mr. MURRAY.-This kind of matter,
when it crops up in Parliament, creates an
unpleasant feeling among members. It
places, I think, every honorable member in
a somewhat awkward position, and, perhaps, of all the honorable members present,
I am the one whom it places in the most
d.iffi?ult po~ition, owing to my close assoCIatIOn, which was only lately severed, with
the honorable gentleman and his colleagues,
who are practically Lnder a charge at the
present tiime.
The hOniorable members
who have spoken, amd especially the last
speaker, the honorable member fOr Prahran, appear to be divided in their opinion
as to where the responsibility lies. I am
absolutelv indifferent as to who carries the
responsibility, as long as it is laid upon
the proper shoulders.
I am absolutely
indifferent whether it is a member of the
Ministry, or a hi!rh class officer of the Public
Service who is to blame, but whatever share
either gentleman has in the blame of this
transaction, the fact should be made clear
to the public.
But what I do feel a
deep concern aboLt is the good name and
the honour of Parliament. People outside
are at the present moment, I venture to
say, watching the doings of this House as
k~nly as. ever they did in the history of
thIs ParlIament, and I do not think Parliament should do anything that would be
ca!:ulated to harden the uneasy feeling
whIch pervades the public mind into a
positive conviction that something improper
has been done.
I cannot Lnderstand the
attitude of the Premier on this question.
How' can his attitude be construed? The
honorable member for Bendigo East assure~ the Premier privately, and in this
House, that he had no hC5tile intentions
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in submitting his motion. After the position the honorable member for Bendigo
East took up at the initial stage, when he
brOught this matter on as a grievance before
the House, he was compelled to take a
further step, and the honorable member
took a step that the Ministry shOuld have
welcomed with pleasure, as affording them
an opportunity of giving the. full~st .investigation into the matter-an 1l1veStI~atlOn
that will lead really to the eXOIIleratlOn, I
ani confident, of the Ministry, and of Mr.
Sachse, from having done anything that
was culpably blamable. We do know that
a thoughtless or silly action is sometimes
attended with as disastrcrus consequences,
in public life at any. rate, as a premeditatedly improper act. 1 do not r.n~ke any
charge, and 1 have formed no OpInIOn.
I
say that the evidence which has been
placed before this Chamb:r to enable it t.o
arrive at a clear conceptIOn OIf the POSItion has been utterly insufficient.
I am
perfectly sure that if the amen~ment is
carried we shall have no further mformaticm.
All the papers in cClflnexion with
the case, are, weare told, already ~n. the
possession of the Hause. If. the IVhruster
of a Department had determIned upon an
act that could be deemed an improper one,
it is not frem the papers, I venture to say,
that you would be most likely to get information that would be of any value. If
there was anything improper in the negotiations that preceded the agreement-for
an agreement was arrived at, no matter
what view the honorable member for the
Public Officers may take-it would certainly not appear on the papers. . The negotiations would have been carned on in
a different mannel' altogether.
Mr. GAUNSON.-YOt.' are now suggesting
something corrupt.
Mr. MURRAY.-I do not say there was
anything corrupt.
Mr. GAUNSON.-It cannon mean anything
else.
Mr. ~.fURRAY.---I am endeavouring to
present to honorable members the view !hat
we must have a regard to GlUr reput~..t~on.
We must have a regard to the OpInIOnS
that the public crutside will have of our
conduct.
Mr. GAuNsON.-Don't.
Mr. MURRAY.-I believe the honorable member for the Public Officers. is
absolutel\' independent of public opinion.
I confess I am weak enough to say. th~t
I am not.
1 should like to hold a POSI-
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tion in the public estimation that is worth
having. I should nct like it to be thought
ilhat I was identifying myself with any
action that would cover, up something that
the public had a right to be placed in poosession of, something with regard to which
they have a right to have full know ledge
of all the facts. With regard to the attitude of the Premier in opposing this, the
Premier, I knOlW, has nothing whatever to
fear.
The motion was submitted in the
most temperate language. A mction that
was not intended in any way to injure or
embarrass the Government, a motion not
conceived in any spirit of hostility to the
occupants of the Treasury bench, should
have been welcomed by the Premier. What"
WOuld satisfy Parliament itself may not
be sufficient to satisfy those who are our
masterSr-the electors of this country.
I
say nothing of the question that I think
has been made too mLch of, and that has
been obtruded altogether too much into
this debate-the ignoring by the Minister
of the resolution passed by this Chamber.
That is a question of minor importance. The
true question would be, unless the investigations are pushed further, and if the determination of this House is against the motion
of the honorable member for Bendigo Eastthe true question then would be !1 condemnation of all the circumstances in connexion with this case.
1 am not hinting
or suggesting that there was anything i?lproper ~bout it, or that there was any mtention of impropriety.
I lea~e. out ~he
question of omitting any prOVISIon WIth
regard to the manufactures of New Sout,h
Wales.
It would not improve the POSItion of the Minister ifi there had been no
manufacturer of pianos in this State. It is
the shutting out of all competition that is
the great 'menace to the high reputation
which those in the administration of this
State have almost invariably borne.
Almost without exception the Ministerial
heads of the Departments and the Departments themselves have been very free
from the charge of doing any corrupt act.
But I do think that in some way or other
-1 do not wish to in any way embarrass the Government-it is incumbent
on the Hause, in its duty to itself, to show
its absolute condemnation of what has been
done.
I do not think that if the whole
of the papers in connexion with this case
were placed before us we should gather
any further information from them.
I
think it would be better if there was some
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way by which the honorable member could manufacturer of pianos in Victoria, if their
postpone his motion until the House has manufacture has been started) would not
had the opportunity of perusing the papers. have had any informatioo that under the
1:6 the papers do not give the information arrangement with Mr. Wertheim it
which I am confident they cannot unless was possible that they would obtain a Erefurther pa.pers are produced, then further ference over the pianos which Mr. Weraction can be taken.
We have the papers theim was to supply.
Mr~ A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).received from Mr. Wertheim, but I say
that the most important letters are those In the anxiety to impress the fact upon
which were sent to Mr. Wertheim. There the public that they were going to get £72
may be copies in the letter book of ~he pianos for £24 they forgot all about
letters which were sent to Mr. WertheIm, Victoria.
and which do not appear amongst these
Mr. MURRAY.-That does' not affect
papers. There is a rough draft here whiCh the question. They may have been about
I suppose formed the basis-those mangled to get a cheap piano, and if so the public
papers, which are interlined one way and have been buying an exceptionally dear
another.
I have no doubt they form the one.
I should like to get into the busibasis of the communication that was sent ness myself, for the profits must be enorto Mr. Wertheim.
I should say that in mous if the price can be reduced so much.
the letter books there are full copies of all I am the last man who would act harshly
those letters which have gone from the De- to a fellow man, whether in this Chamber
partment to Mr . Wertheim on this ques- or not, and whether a private member or a
tion.
member of the Government.
I can forMr. COLECHIN.-There should be copies give a man for even more than indiscretion,.
but, at any rate, we -ought to appear before
in every case.
Mr. MURRAY.-I assume theTe are. It the public in an .attitude that would be deis not customary to send out departmental fensible. I can imagine the difficult posiletters without keeping copies.
There is tion honorable members would be in at an
the other paint, and it is really the worst elect~on time if they were faced with this
feature of the whole thing) viewing it as question-" Did you not vote against the
circumstantial evidence as to the intention inquiry into the matter of the Perrina
of the Minister.
As far as the intima- pianos ?" It is easy to justify a -different
tion of the Education Gazette was con- attitude in the House, but if we take the
cern6d, it simply informed the. public that public ~iew of the whole Question we shalt
they could obtain these Perzina pianos see how very difficult it will be for us" to
from the Wertheim Company . . The in- satisfactorily explain our position if we do
formation that concl uded the letter anything to defeat wha~ is, after all, only
seems to be a useless piece of matter.
I a fair and legi6mate demand for a proper
refer to the qualifying condition that gave inquiry.
Victorian pianos a preference over those
Mr. SANGSTER.-I do not see what
for which Mr. Wertheim was the agent. use there is in having the papers laid on
There is not only the fact that there were the table.
I should like to remind honno Victorian manufactured pianos, and that orable members of the resolution that was
it was not possible to obtain any Victorian passed concerning the purchase of goods
manufactured pianOs, but there was this manufactured in Victoria or in Australia.
f'luther fact that it is only in the letter to In the first place, we had the Government
Mr. Wertheim that the puf:>lic could have purchasing a dredge in England, and the
any knowledge of that qualifying condi- Premier defended his position by saying
'tioo.
I f there was such a condition it that it could not be made here.
should have been rerfectlv frank, and the
The SPEAKER.-The honorable mempublic should hf!ye be~n. noti~d of that ber must keep to the question before the
condition.
The condItlon WIth regard House.
to Victorian-made pianos may have been
Mr. SAKGSTER.-That is what I am
inserted with the intention of applying to
doing.
the Commonwealth, as it ought to have
The SPEAKER.--The honorable membeen applied.
But that is a peculiar feature of the case.
While that condition is ber has made a bad start.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I am reminding the
stated in the letter to Mr. Wertheim, no
irrtiml:tion o£ it is given through the Premier that he defended the .action of the
Ed.'ltcaiion ·Gazette to the public.
The Government at that time by saying that
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the dredge could not be made here. Now
he says it could have been made here.
In the' next case the 'Mines Department called
for tenders for the supply of portable engines. 1 saw the l\linister of Mines, and
asked him if he would take a locally-made
engine, and he said he would be satisfied
to do so, but he took the imported engines
at the price submitted. The different prices
led the Premier to justify the action of the
Then the Permier told the
Department.
honorable member for Abbotsford that he
would be pleased to support the motion that
was submitted in regard to the purchase of
articles manufactured locally.
That motion was submitted with the consent of the
Government, and carried unanimously. But
how has it been carriea out?
What is
complained of now was done by a member
of the :Ministry, and the Premier defends
his Minister by taking the motion as one
of no confidence in the whole Ministry. On
other occasions the action was quite different.
The excuse was that the dredge
could not be made here, and in regard to the
portable engines the excuse was that they
could be made here, but not so cheaply.
Now we have evidence that pianos can be
made here, and made more cheaply than
those imported from Germany. Honorable
members all know how the' German mail
boats are subsidized by the German Government with the object of getting the Australian trade. Goods can be sent here in
the German boats cheaper than in English
boats, because the men on the German
boats are all navaf reserve men, and are
pretty well paid by the German Government.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (BelldiKO East).Thev will bring one of these pianos from
Germanv t9 Melbourne for 5s .
Mr. McCUTCHEON.-I rise to a point
of order, Mr. Speaker. Attention has alreadv been drawn to the fact that the
amendment merely deals with the papers
before the House. The main question has
been discussed.
I wish to know if we
will all be at libertv tq discuss the mam
question on the amendment?
The SPEAKER.-The rule is quite
plaifi that on an amendment being moved
honorable members must address themselves
to it.
On a sllhiect like this I find it
difficult to keep honorable members to the
amendment when it is merelv that the
papers he laid on the table of the House,
hecause bv referring to the papers members
can read extracts from them, and pass comments on the interlineations, so that it is
oJ
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impossible to keep them absolutely to the
amendment. I have therefore allowed honorable members to address themselves in a
great measure to the main question. Another difficulty is that one statement made
in regard to the Minister of Public 1ns.truction .is that he has infringed a resolutIon of thIS House which declares that when
the Government desire to purchase certain
articles they should, when possible, obtain those of Victorian or Australian manuThat opens up a very large
facture.
subject, and by analogy these matters in
regard to the purchase of dredges and portable engines come in. I cannot stop them,
and the main question must inevitably be
discussed.
Mr. l\fcCUTCHEON.-1 am perfectly
satisfied, Mr. Speaker, so long as we are
all on the same footing.
Mr. SANGSTER.-The Premier and
the Government took up the attitude when
complaint was made about outside purchases on previous occasions that such a
thing would not occur again, but here we
have another case, and the Government, in
face of a res9lution which was carried
unanimousTv, have asked their supporters
to vote against this motion as one of no
confidence.
Mr. WATT.-Who said that?
Mr. SANGSTER.-The Premier said
it. The honorable member for Goulburn
Valley stated that he could not vote for
the motion because of the action of the
Government j he could not vote for It nor
against it, because he had already voted
for the resolution instructing the Government to purchase everything where possible
of Victorian or Australian manufacture.
The Premier went even further, and stated
on the floor of the House that not only
would he see that the Government purchased Australian goods, but that the
Harbor Trust did likewise. In the face
of that, he is now defending one of his
Ministers, and taking the attitude that the
whole Government must be shifted rather
than that an inquiry shall be held. The
motion simply asks for the appointment of
a Committee of Inquiry. ·1 have no desire
to shift the Government, but I have a desire to see that everything we can possibly
get in Australia should be got there. The
Premier cannot help taking the side he has
professed to approve of so long. These
pianos were to be imported from Germany,
and no one else was to be given a chance
of suppl)7ing them. Every one else was
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to be blocked until 200 of these pianos
were bought. The Premier stopped the
tr,a:nsaction, but with the consent of the
importer. If the importer had not consented I think there would h.ave been some
money to pay. The Government practically said, "We do not support the action
of the Melbourne Harbor Trust in importing a barge, and we do not support the
importing
Geelang Harbor Trust in
dredges, but we are going to support
Sachse. "
Mr. BENT.-We blocked the whole thing.
I s'aid I would, and I did it.
Mr. SANGSTER.-The honor-able gentleman could not have blocked it if it had
gone a few days further. If the honorable
member for Bendigo East had not brought
the matter before the House the pianos
could have been supplied without the Premier knowing anything about it.
Mr. BENT .-Do not be too sure about
it.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Of course, the Premier might have got to hear of it j but
why should the honor,able gentleman flout
this House?
Mr. BENT.-Flout, flout? You pick up
very funny expressions.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I picked it up from
the honorable gentleman. I did not pick
it up at the Mayor's dinner, where the
honorable gentlemap is reported to have
The
said "from b flat to b damned."
question we have to deal with now is
whether there shall be an inquiry or not,
and I think the honorable member for
Warrnambool has put the matter very
clearly. If honorable members are going
to be true to the resolution carried by this
House, they cannot go behind it, and sup·
port a Ministry defending a colleague who
defies that resolution, aIld determines to
buy imported pianos when he could get
better and cheaper ones made in Australia.
Mr. McGRE-GOR.-I have no doubt
that the Minister in the other House is so
popular here that we may have an unconscious bias in regard to anything he is connected with.
However, the Government
have admitted that he made a mistake,
and as soon as attention was drawn to the
matter, the Premier decided that the pianos
would not be bought.
The only matter
that I am considering, and that I cannot
fullv understand is, how the Minister of
Public Instruction could enter into negotiatioos for the purchase of 200 pianos,
involving such a large amount of money,
without consulting the Treasurer. If the
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Minister has dane that on his own account,
I think he is, to a very great extent, culI feel assured,
pable and blamable.
from whCLt we have known of the Premier,
that he would not, in the faoe of the
strong public opinion against anything
being purchased outside the Commonwealth
that it is possible to purchase within the
Commonwealth, have given his sanction
to this proposal. A great deal has been
said about a German firm, and it has been
rointed out that the firm whose pianos it
is said should be substituted-Beale and
Company-are also Germans.
I do not
know that we are concerned about the nationality: ,of the firms, so long as they have
their manufactories here.
Mr. BROMLEy.-Beale and Company are
not Germans.
Mr. McGREGOR.-We are not questioning the nationality of anv Australian
citizens. All we do is to affirm the principle that has been affirmed time and
again in this House, that if anything can
be made by OUT own people, '''e should
take it from our own people in preference
to foreigners.
I do not think that anything further can be gained bv the resolu·
tion of the honorable member for Bendigo
East, inasmuch as there is not the slightest
suspicioo in the minds of anyone that
any bribery or corruption has taken place.
I dOl not want to evade anything where I
think there is strong justification for an inquiry, but, under the circumstances, I do
not think there is iustification for an in~uiry beyond what the Premier is willing to
do, and that is to lay the papers on the
table df the House.
Mr. HANNAH.-That will not meet your
strong argument about the authority for
spending the money.
Mr. McGREGOR.-It will meet the alternative case of the Minister having taken
upon himself a responsibility to which he
was not entitled.
In mv oni'nion, there
If
has been no bribery or corruption.
there was the slightest suspicion in my
mind that there had been briberv or corruption, it would not matter what"' Minister
it was or what Government it was, I would
go for the most SE'arching inquiry possible.
r.ut I think the Premier has g-iven us all
the information at his command, and I do
not think that he has anvthing to Slupnress,
or anything to gain by -so doing. At the
same time, I think it will teach the Minister of Public Tnstruction a lesson as to
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the attitude that he ought to take Lp in
future.
Mr. HUTCHINSON.-It seems to me
that this House to-night is in the position
of the man who caught a small boy getting
over his fence to steal fruit, and when he
caught him and astked the boy where he was
going, he said, " I am going back again."
Fortunately, the culprit in this case has
been discovered by the House mainly
through the watchfulness of one of the
active watch dogs af the people, the hanOI'able member for Bendigo East.
The
culprit has gone back.
Mr. BROMLEY.-He has gone back into
the Ministrv-that is the worst of it.
Mr. HUTCHINSON.-<H(e has gone
back on the right side of the fence. He
has not put his hands an the coveted fruit,
and no harm has been done.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).-He
is like the man who stole the ducks, and
when he was convicted, said he wished to
goodness he had never seen them.
Mr.
HUTCHINSON. - Fortunately
for the Covernment, the Minister of Public Instruction had not time to cany out
his brilliant idea. Had he committed the
Government, then undoubtedly it would
have been found to be a fatal blunderfatal to the 1\1,inister of Public Instruction
as well as to the Government.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).'Vh", Wertheim let them off.
Mr. HUTCHINSON. - The House is
l-.ound to respect the resolution that was
carried during the last Parliament, a resohltion which I am satisfied the Government
1,ave shown no desire to depart from.
~-fr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo Easi).The House, yeu say, is bound to respect
it. but the Minister is not.
:\1r. HGTCHINSON.-The HOl.se is
~und to respect it, and if the :Minister
h~d not respected it-that is if he had committed the Government-then a fatal mistake would have been made. Fortunately,
he has not taken the fatal step.
:'IIr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).Then I came in too soon. I should have
waited a week or two.
:'IIr. HUTCHIXSON.-For his own
purposes, the honorable member did come
in a few davs too soon, and for that I
think the Go~ernment owe him very hearty
thanks.
Owing to his action, timely
warning has been given. and the country,
the House, and the Ministry, have been
saved through the action of the honorable
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member for Bendigo E'ast.
Eecause I
realize this, I am prepared to vote for the
am.endment, but, I would sooner the amendment had not been moved, and that the
House had gone to a straight vote on the
question. I am satisfied that the Government have not committed themselves in any
way, and I would be quite prepared to
vote on a straight-out issue.
Mr. BROMLEY.-I am quite satisfied
to take the conel uding words of the oonorable member for Borung, that the Government have nat committed themselves,
but I am equally welI satisfied that the
Minister of Public Instruct,ion has committed himself.
It is aU very well for
Ministers to raise all these plausible excuses about the various agreements that
have been entered into, but we have shown
the House unmistakabl v that Australian
indusmes have beEm pu:rposlelv ignored,
even in the very agreement itself, where it
says that if Victorian pianos can be secured
they may be used. In my opinion, those
words form a primary part of the agreement to secure the purchase of these pianos
from the Wertheim company, because they
knew full well that no pianos were being
manufactured in Victoria.
1\1r. BENT.-The honorable member for
Geelong says they are being manufactured
in Fitzroy.
Mr. BROMLEY.-I say that no pianos
are manufactured now ,in Victoria, and I
have it on the highest authority.
The
honorable member for Geelong is not my
authority.
There are no piano factories
now in Fitzroy. I knC)/W that at one time
pianos were manufactured in Victoria.
Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Richmtmd).- Yes,
at Richmond.
.Mr. BROMLEY,-That factory has
been out of existence for a very considerable
time. I know that the Minister of Public Instruction is not so innocent as some
honorable members would have us believe.
There was a time, and probably the Premier remembers it, when I had to bring
some other laches concerning that Minister
before this House. I am not going to reyive old memories.
The gentleman has
paid his expenses, and sa on, to the Government, and has duly apolo~ized. I am
reminded, however, of the fact that the
honorable gentleman is not so innocent ~s
might appear.
He is quite as astute In
business affairs as any man in this House,
and to say that as a patent agent he does
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not know whether any pianoforte manufactories exist in the Commonwealth, is simply
talking trash.
He knows absolutely that
there is only one real pianoforte manufacI am not
tory in the Commonwealth.
blaming the P rernier, even now.
Mr. BENT.~I had a dream.
Mr. BROMLEY.-The honorable gentleman may have had several dreams, or a
dream within a dream, but this is no dream
-it is reality. With respect to that section of the a.greement which. refers to
pianos manufactured in Victoria, I say, unhesitatingly, that the Minister of Public
Instruction was not ignorant of the fact
that there was no piano ~factory in
Victoria, but that there was a piano factory
within the precincts of the Commonwealth.
I say, also, that those words were inserted
for the purpose of evading the resolution
that was carried by this House. I contend
that a Committee of Inquiry should be·
granted, if only for the Slake of the Ministry.
We have known occasions, as in
the McKenzie case, where Ministers have
had to leave the Government, owing. to the
committal of venal offen res , and I think
that no more venal offence has ever been
ccmmitred than the one committed by the
Minister of Public Instruction on this occasion. I do not want to wreck the Government, or to destroy the whole of the
Government. I have known since I have
been in this House, with the existence of a
strong Labour Party, that Governments
have gone out cif office for a less impeachment than the one which has been brou:;!:ht
forward by the honorable member for
Bendigo East. I know, of course, exactly
what the position is.
I know that honorable members on that (the Ministerial)
side, whether they believe that the Government are right, or whether they believe
that the Government are wrong, wiII stick
to the Government far the very sake of
keeping the Opposition out of power.
Mr. BENT.-A very good thing too, I
think.
Mr. BROMLEY.-A very good thin!!
for the honorable gentleman. I was about
to make a very strong remark, but I
will not make it now. It is a very good
thing for the Premier that he has such a
docile following behind him.
The SPEAKER.-Order!
Mr. A. 8. BAILES (Bendigo East).Faithful, not docile.
Mr. BROMLEY.-I do not think that
any man can be rnsrJted by being told
that he is docile.
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MJr. WATT.-It would be a very appropriate name for you.
Mr. BROMLEY.-I would not think of
calling the honorable member for Essendon a docile member, and I can scarcel y
call him a follower of the Government.
The SPEAKER.-Order!
The honorable member for Essendon is not under
discussion now.
Mr.BROMLEY.-I beg pardon.
I
wish he were, because it would delight me
to depicture him. I feel this question is
one, and has been one, of very great importance, and, as I previously remarked,
there have been Governments that went dOvVl1
before even smaller matters than this. I
could even enumerate those Gove'Inments.
There was the Government of Sir James
Patterson, Sir Alexander Peacock's Government, the Shiels Government-Mr. BENT. - And the O'Loghlen G0vernment, and the Service Government.
Mr. BROMLEY.-I am not going back
that far. I am going back within my
memory. The Governments I have mentioned went .down before smaller issues
than the one now before F'arliament.
Mr. MCCUTCHEON.-Give us some of the
particulars of those issues.
Mr. ELMSLIE (to Mr. Bromley).-Do
you not think history win repeat itself?
Mr. BROMLEY.-Some day it will.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member is indulging in too much ancient history.
.
Mr. BROMLEY.-I am not indulging in
ancient. history. I am indulging in the
history of my own time.
The SPEAKER.-Will the honorable
member say something about the question
before the Chair?
Mr. BROMLEY.-The amendment before the Chair iSI an amendment moved by
the honorable member for Goulburn Vallev
that the papers be laid on the table of th~
House.
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-Thtey will
be laid somewhere else if you go on.
Mr. BROMLEY.-They might be laid
with the honorable member in the St.
Kilch Cemetery. The honorable member
for Goulburn Valley has proposed a motion
that the papers be laid upon the table of
the House. We know what that means.
It means that the papers will be available
for bononable members in the Library.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).-And
not a solitary member will look at them.
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Mr. BROl\ILEY. - I doubt that.
J
want to have a look at them. The motion
of the honorable member for Bendigo East
only relates to the appointment of a Committee. I do not altogether agree with a
motion where the names are left blank.
Such a thing lef;tves it entirely in the
hands of the Government to appoint all
those members who are favorable to the
Government and to the Minister of Public
Instruction to the Committee, and such a
Committee would bring in a report which,
to use a vulgar phrase, would be simply
white-washing the Minister. I do not say
for a moment that the Government will do
that. The whole of the public outside is
discussing this question, and there is no
getting away from the fact that it is the
talk everywhere. The matter is being discussed in the press. Leading articles have
appeared in both sections of the press, and
in every case the action that has been taken
bv the" Minister of Public Instruction has
been condemned, yet we have the Premier
coming forward . and telling the House
that he will justify the action of the Minister of Public Instruction when the
"erv papers or the portions of the
papers-I do not mean to insinuate that
the Premier has left out any vital portions
of the papers-which the honorable gentleman has read to the House, are sufficient
to warrant the appointment of a Board of
inquiry in connexion with the matter.
If
there is not a Board of inquiry appointed,
there will' be general dissatisfaction expressed outside the House, both by the
.
public and by the press.
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-I WIsh to
say that I will support the Government on
this question, because the papers were laid
on the table of the House this evenis carried,
ing. If the amendment
honorable members will have a right to go
and
through
the
papers
oarefully,
to see the position the Ministry is put
in. I am quite with honorable members
in feeling that the Minister of Public In~iruction has made an egreg;ous blunder,
because we all want to see the manufactures
of this country given preference to wh.en~"er it can be done. We are told, and we
know for a fact, that pianos are made in
the Commonwealth. Then let us have Commonwealth pianos. It is not necessary to
go into the question whether it is a good
thing to h'ave pianos in the State schools.
I n the country districts I am told what is
,,"anted is properly appointed schools, with
good ventilation.
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:Mr. HANNAH.-We ought to have" The
on the Art of dodging the Issue."
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-We ought
to have forty-four hours' work.
Mr. HANNAH.-And we are going to get
it, too.
.
1\1r. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-If what
has been going on to-night keeps going on,
honorable members wiill be working a good
deal more than forty-four hours a week.
The honorable member who interjects ought
to know that I am not quite so used to
the usages of this House as he is, so he
will not mipd me giving him a Roland for
his Oliver.
Mr. HANNAH.-I am waiting for that
left of vours.
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-The honorable member may get my left, but he
will not get his forty-four hours.
Mr. HANNAH.-Oh, oh!
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-I do not
know whether I am addressing the Chair
or whether the honorable member is. But
to return to the subject under discussion,
I do not see that any good will result
from a Committee of Inquiry being appointed. The Premier has admitted that
the Minister of Public Instruction has made
a mistake.
Mr. ELMSLIE.--Then he should suffer
for it:
Mr. HANNAH (to Mr. Bayles).-If there
is nothing wrong, why not have a Committee?
Mr. N. ,BAYLES (Toorak).-If Mr.
Fortv-four will allow me to say-T11e SPEAKER.-Order!
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-I want to
say that I think all honomble members
have come to the conclusion that the Minister of Public Instruction has made a
mistake.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).Would you mind taking your hands out of
yuur pockets?
I am
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak). afraid of the honorable members on that
(the Opposition) side putting their hands
in my pockets. I do not know wheth.er the
honorable member who interjects ever puts
his hands in other people's pockets, but I
intend to put my hands in my own pockets.
Mr. HANNAH.-They only do that at
Toorak.
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-I think I
have made my views quite clear. With t~e
Premier, I think the Minister of Pubhc
Instruction has made a grievous error.
~1inistry
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'Whatever the Fremier will de with the
:\Iinister is his business.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-He will give him a geod
hard knock.
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-I think the
Bouse has stated pretty clearly that what
in future is wanted is that colenial industries shall' get the first call fer anything
that is reql!,ired. The Minister ef Fub:
lic Instructien may have anether eppertunitv ef making a blunder ef this kind,
but I think it is more than li.kely that he
will net make another blunder.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.--They will put
him overbeard.
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-I de net
know whether the Government will put the
~1inister everbeard, but I hepe they will
put him under lock and key, so th.at the
time of the House shall net be taken up
in future in discussing his shertcomings.
I think it j,s rather unf:air referring to' the
name of the Minister ef Public Instruction
being Sachse. We have all kinds of names.
The honorable member whO' interjected
ahout my pockets has the same name as
mine. I de not know whether it is my misfortune or his. I intend to' vete for the
Government.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I do not think it is
necessary to' say much on this question.
Any ene can tell from thle speeches that
have been made that the discussien is
a.lmost useless.
The amendment ef tbe
honorable member fer Geulburn Valley will
have the effect that it is· intended to have.
a.nd that is that no inquiry shall take place.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).That is the intention.
Mr. BEAZLEY. - There can be no
deubt that the amendment has been meved
with a view of allowing the Government to
have their ewn way, and to de what they
like. I have not taken part in this discussion previously, ner did I take part in the
discussion with regard to' the building. of
the dredges seme time age j but as the memher who moved the resolutien to' give prefe!ence to' local products,
I
must
say that I am abselutely disappointed with
the way that resolutien hlas been given effect to'. At the time ef the meving of that
resolutien it was opposed by the Government and seme of their supporters, and the
feeling then was evinced by them that the
resolution sheuld not be passed by the
Heuse.
The GO'vernment saw the House
was in favour ef the resolutien, and it was
then altered. In its original ferm the effect of the reselution was that where it was
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feund desirable to' purchase goods from eutside the State, it should be necessary fer
the House to' give its consent to such purchase. That was altered, but if the resolution had been carried in that ferm it is
prebable the present difficulty weuld
net have arisen. I am net prepared to' say
whether the Minister of PubEc Instructien
has done all the things he had been accused of doing. The Government view is
that the henerable gentleman has made a
mistake, and it seems to' me desirable that
after the number ef times the reseluticn cf
the House has been breken by semi-public
bodies and ether people,. seme inquiry
sheuld be made. Nothing can be get at by
the papers being laid en thle table. As the
ex- ~lini'ster of Lands has' pointed eut, there
might be other letters which the Department and the Premier has net possession
of, and which mighJt throw censiderahle
light en the question. I am certain there
is nO' fixed detenninatien en the part of
henorable members to carry eut the reselutien passed bv the House itself, and the
feeling seems· to be that the Gevemment
can sin as cften as it likes, and has enly
to' make the que'stion a vital one when the
matter is brought en in the House. It
seems to me that, with regard to the pelicv
of protectien, there sheuld be a strong
determinatien on the part ef every honorable member, irrespective ef any Govemment cr party, to carry that policy into
effect. We knew the opinion of the
people of Victcria. It has :always been
held that Victoria would set an exam.ple
to' the rest of Australia. I
hold
strong views en the question of protectien, and I think that, not only to the Federal Parliament, where they deal witIi' the
Tariff, but to' all public bedies, mel1 in
favour of protecticn should be elected. It
appears to me there is a great da.ng~r in
having men who are prepared to accept
anything, and whO' pretend to be protectionists, but are f'ree-traders, in this House,
I think we have some 20' and 25 per centers
in this House, and while they decI.aim that
we sheuld have eur own wcrkmen employed, and that goods should be made in
Australia, at the same time they are prepared to take every epportunity of evading the intentien of Parliament. The Government a.re determinedly eppesed to' having an inquiry. If the transacticn has
been clean, there is nothing to fear frem
the inquiry, and good weuld result. If
everything has been straightforward and
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honest the only thing that can be said
against the Minister of Public Instruction
is that he has made a mistake, and that the
mistake will not occur again. But if anything has been done that ought to see the
light of day, then I think the Ministry is
making a mi'stake in taking up the
position it has in opposing the motion of
the honorable member for Bendigo East.
I am sorry the House is going to take the
action I am sure it will take, for it will
certainl y do a great deal of harm to the
industries of this State.
Mr. McCUT,CHEON .-1 do not like
to give a silent vote on this question, although I think it has been well debated.
I do not think an admitted mistake of the
Minister of Public Instruction is sUfficient
to upset this Ministry and the legislation
which has been attempted to be carried
through this 'session already.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East). That is not the intention of the motion.
Mr. IHcCUTCHEON .-It is the way
in which the matter presents itself to me.
I understand the motion to be, by parliamentary practice, a motion of want of confidence in the Government.
If it was
merely ·an inquiry which did not involve
the fate of the Government, I would cross
the floor, if necessary, to vote for the inquiry, because I believe the ~1ini'Ster of
Public Instruction i's very much to blame
for the two mistakes he has made, first in
violating the intention of this House, honestly expressed. of giving protection to our
native industries, and secondly in violating
the well-known rule of the service with
regard to calling for tenders for transactions of the amount involved in this matter.
Mr. HANNAH.-And therefore you _ are
afraid to do your duty.
Mr. :McCUTCHEON.-I am Bot afraid
of anything. I am going to do my duty
to this House and to the country by saying
that this is not a sufficient reason for turning the Government out of their place'S
and for destroying the legislation which
we have attempted already to pass this
session. Honorable members on the other
(the Opposition) side may say what they
like. but they know very well that if this
motion is carried the result must be to
make a change of Ministry, and to set
aside the whole of the legislation which"
we have tried for in the shape of the
Gaming Suppression Bill and other measures. I have no hesitation in saying that
this will be its inevitable effect. I am
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not prepared to turn the Government out
at the present time for such a question as
this, and I am prepared to justify my vote
to my constituents. If there was in -this
case any charge of corruption, if it had
been shown that the Minister had received
anything of personal advantage in this kind
of thing, I suppose the whole House-MI. HANNAH.-There are some shady
rumours about.
Mr. McCUTCHEON .-1 do not care am-thing about rumouIlS. If there are rumours,
let somebody come and make the charge.
Nobody has made a charge. If they will
make the charge, then a Committee of
Inquiry will be granted. I will vote for
it if such a charge is made j but it has
not been made, and I do not see that an
admitted mistake by one member of the
Ministry, which has been apologized for
by the Premier, and which could not have
been carried through without coming before him ~s Tre~surer, is sufficient to turn
out the Ministry. F or that reason I will
not support the motion fur inquiry, but I
suppose, as a matter of form, a motion for
adjournment will upset it. I hope there
will be nothing more of this kind on the
part of Ministers.
I am just as annoyed and just a'S sorry as anybody that
it should have occurred in connexion with
the Ministrv behind which I sit. I do
no~ think it" will occur again. I feel that
the very severe rebuke which the Minister
has rec"eived by the Premier's admission,
aJnd by admissions on this (the Ministerial)
side of the House, will be quite sufficient
to deter him or any other Minister from
repeating the mistake that he has made.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You delivered a
speech something like that about the
dredge, did you not?
Mr. MoCUTCHEON.-No; I did not.
Mr. BOWSER.-I think far more has
been made of the offence of the Minister
of Public Instruction than is fair or reasonable, considering the attitude and the
conduct of the Premier.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-After it was found out.
Mr. BOWSER.-That interjection is another insinuation which is without foundation, because the whole thing was in the
eye of the public. It was made absolutelv
plain and clear to everyone, and therefore
there was no finding out, no discovery of
something which the MinitSter himself intended to hide. An insinuation of "that
kind is therefore not fair. If the Minister of Public Instruction had been in this
Chamber from time to time there would
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him which we find disclosed here during
this debate. If it shows one thilig more
than another, it is that the Minister of
l'ublic Imtruction ought to be in this
Chamber. Questions are discussed from
time to time in connexion with the important subject of education to which it is
.difl?.cult to obtain satisfa.ctory answers.
With regard to the question of protection
raised by the honorable member for Abbotsford, of course the Minister has, I
think unintentionally and because he overlooked it, forgotten a resolution of this
&use; but it ought to be remembered also
that although this House may pass a resolution which may be recognised by the
Government of the day, it is not binding
upon successive Governments, nor-although
it is certainly a question that should be
considered-is it binding upon a Government when it is absolute1y necessary
to import from some other
country models for the purpose of manufacturing particular articles in our own
country. There might arise many circumstances in which it is advisable to purchase
goods from foreign firms, but certainly it
IS recognised by this House, and by all pro,
tectionists, that the general policy· of the
Government should be in the direction of
buying our own goods, and encouraging our
own manufacturers.
That, of course, is
recognised.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).On paper.
Mr. BOWSER.-In this case the Minister of Public Instruction has, out of his
enthusiasm for music, and because probably
this offer was brought under his attention
at the time, accepted it simply without consideration of the circumstances.
I will
admit that it was unwise, it was indiscreet,
it was wrong, The Premier has recognised
it, and the Ministry have recognised it,
and said so, and surely after that it is
practically flogging a dead horse to continue the discussion of a subject, the fire
of which went out when the Premier disclaimed all responsibility for it. It must
be recognised by all who know the Minister himself that he is an honorable man.
He is an Australian native whom I have
heard on many occasions declare in favour
of the encouragement of our own industries. No doubt he has done a great deal
himself in the course of the practice of
his profession to encourage native industry,
and I think we know him to be a man
above any suggestion of dishonest dealing.
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I regret that something very like an insinuation was made this evening by the
honorable member for Warrnambool that
certain things might have occurred, and
might require to be disclosed.
I do not
think any suggestion of that kind could be
even mentioned in connexiou. with the name
of the Minister of Public Instruction. We
all know him to be an honorable man, although he may sometimes be (tn indiscreet
one, and in tbis case I believe that he has
been most indiscreet, first of all in doing
w hat he did do, and in the next place in
not bringing under the notice of the Treasurer the expenditure which he proposed.
'Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-And thirdly in b~
ing found out.
Mr. BOWSER.-I have already said he
did not make any secret of it. The a.m:endmentmoved by the honorable member f()t"
Goulburn Valley is a very necessary 0I.1'e.
All the papers, and every fact connected
with the matter have been disclosed. Even
the originals themselves, with all the
erasures and in terlineations , have been sub·
mitted to the House. Honorable members
know quite well that there can be nothing
behind SO simple a transaction as that
which is disclosed in these papers. So far
as I can see, it is all perfectly fair and
above board, and I certainly see no reason
for an inquiry, but it will be wise to have
all the papers .about the matter clearly
printed and submitted for the consideration
of every honorable member.
Mr. HANNAH.-It seems to me that
what the average man outside will naturally ask himself when he takes up the
newspaper to-morrow morning is: What
reason have the Government and the supporters who are keeping them in office for
refusing to allow all the light that can possibly be thrown on to a transaction such
as has taken place in connexion with the.
purchase of these pianos to be thrown 011
it? If the Government have nothjng to
hide, it will be asked. whv should they for
one moment attempt to burke what ought
to be in the interests of the community, of
this House, and of the Government themselves, a fair and straight inquiry?
Mr. MCCUTCHEON.-YOU know it is a
motion of want of confidence, do you not?
Mr. A. ~., BAILES (Bendigo East).-It
is nothing of the sort.
Mr. HANNAH.-I know it is nothing
of the sort. It is only wasting time for
the honorable member for St. Kilda to
shelter himself behind such an assumption.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-It is bunkum.
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Mr. HANNAH.-I do not want to call
it bunklJ!Il, but I know it is a suitable plea
for the honorable member for St. Kilda
and the honorable member for Toorak on
the present occasion.
Mr. BENT.-How many of YOU will vote
for the other thing?
Mr. HANNAH.-Vote for what?
I
intend to vote for an inquiry, if that is
what the Premier means.
The Premier
himself was a member of the Ministry that
threw Mr. McKenzie overboard, but it did
not put the Government out of office.
In
this case we ought at least to show to the
community at large that we are prepared
to prove that th~re has been nothing wrong
committed, and that we will allow the
fullest consideration and light to be thrown
upon the whole transaction. The question
raised this evening bv the honorable member for Ballarat East shows conclusively
tTh:1.t there ought to be an inquiry into this
matter. That honorable member raised the
question of the authority that the Minister
of Public InstructioJl had to spend the
money required without the consent of the
Treasurer himself.
If the I\Iinister could
purchase 200 pianos such as these wit}:lout
any authority from the Treasurer, there
seems to be something very lax on the part
of the Ministrv and on the part of that individual.
The wa) --in which ffie amendment now before the Chair has been engineered shows conclusively that the honorable member who has. submitted the amendment is being used to pull the chestnuts out
of the fire. From a nrofessed protectionist
such as the honorable member, it comes
with a very bad grace indeed at this time
of day.
Mr. BROMLEy.-There is a vacant portfolio in the M inistrv.
~Ir. HANXAH.-':'-There may be, but I
do not want to say for one moment that
that is the reason for the amendment; but
it comes with very bail grace from a man
with strong protectionist proclivities, who
ought to do all he can for the encouragement of Australian industries such as that
of piano-making.
This at least shows
clearly how, when a Ministrv is in a tight
comer, members can be secured to come
to the rescue and dodge the straight issue.
If I was outside this House, and was the
average tax-payer in Victoria, I would ask
myself, to-morrow morning-, as a logical
question in connexion with the matter, what
the Government have to hide bv refusing to
give the House a fair and impartial tribunal, not only to look into the whole gues-
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tion, but also even to probe beyond.
As
I have already said, if it can be pron:d
that nothing has been done except the commission of a gross blunder on the part of
a Minister, the honorable gentleman himself who is concerned will not suffer, and
the Government would stand stronger in the
estimation of the people. I trust that the
honorable member for Goulburn Valley will
withdraw his amendment, and permit us to
b D to a straight-out vote, instead of dodging the issue, for which purpose, and for
no other, the amendment was moved.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-The motion submitted by the honorable member for Bendigo East, if carried, means that a Committee should be appointed of members of
this House to try a member of another
place.
That is actually the position.
Mr. BENT.-You are the only one \rho
has touched it yet.
"'
~Ir. TOUTCHER.-I can quite understand the attitude OD the Premier and of
the Government in refusing to have a
Select Committee appointed of members of
this House to try a member of another
place. I should iike to ask the honorable
member for Carlton or the honorable member for Bendigo East how he would like to
be put on his trial, not by his peers in this
Chamber, but bv the members of another
place, upon some matter of indiscretion.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).-He
is responsible to this place.
His portfolio has no right to be there.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-In his individual
capacity he might be lesponsible to this
House.
We have the corporate capacity
to consider.
The leader of the Government feels strongly on the matter, yet
he has done all he po~sibl y could, ignoring the position as placed before the House
bv the honorable member for Abbotsford,
,,:ho tried, unintentionally I think, to draw
a red herring across the-trail in regard to
protection, and the responsibility of members as to their attitude upon the resolution
which was carried bv the House some time
ago.
The honorable member for Abbotsford said that those honorable members
who were true protectionists, and true to
the resolution of the House, would vote
for the motion submitted bv the honorable
member for Bendigo East. I say that
the honorable gentleman leading the Government has done all that was possible for
him to do.
As soon as the error or indiscretion-I will go so far as to say the
wrong-was pointed out to him, as head of
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the Government, what did he say, before
there was any discussion? The honorable
gentleman 'said, "It is wrong, and I will
repair the wrong.
No tenders will be
accepted. "
Mr. HANNAH.-If he had gone any further he would have been over the precipice.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-After the tender or
contract-I believe it was a contract-between the Minister and Mr. Wertheim was
ratified the Premier, in his loyalty to the
resolution of this House, promised, immediately the matter was brought under
public notice, ttllM he would have the contract cancelled.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).-Ko
German piano, no piano at all.
If you
do not have your German piano you won't
have any.
Mr. BENT.-Now, now.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-We have arrived at
this position.
No harm has been done,
no contract has been carried out, no public
money has been expended.
Mr. BROMLEy.-Why don't you go over
on the Government side?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (BendiKo East).~
Don't you go over j you stop here.
Mr. BROMLEY.-He is the strongest supporter the Government have.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I want to put the
position as I believe it ought to be put.
Mr. HANNAH.-At the next election.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Perhaps I can look
after myself at the election just as well as
tlhe honorable member can.
1 have a
seat, and the honorable member has not an

~~~I:a~~. it ~a~o:~n q~;~~o~~ge~~t~~~o~~~

a Supreme Court Judrre or a County Court
Judge to try the matter, and to probe it
to the fullest extent.
I believe it is probable that the Premier would have agreed
to that if it had been submitted.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-It would be making the
matter criminal at once.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Tell us what there is to
try.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I do not know that
there is much to try, now that we have
the papers placed upon the table of the
House, as has practically been done by the
Premier in bringing them down to-dav and
reading from them.
While I think the
Minister has been guiltv of a grave indiscretion, and one that deserves the censure
of the House, still I believe that, so far
as personal motives are concerned. the honorablp ~entleman in another place is
Session 1906-[100]
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entirely free from any charge of personal
benefit in the matter.
No specific charge
has been laid by the honorable member for
Bendigo East, even if he could give utterance to certain strong rumours.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendi.e-o East).-I
never say anything unless ! can prove it.
There have been lots of things said to me,
but I have not the proof.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-There has been
nothing substantial behind them.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Some of the discussion to-night won't serve you very well.
Mr. TOUTCHE'R.-The Minister went
into the contract with clean hands, and
came out of it with clean hands. So far
as the personal eleIllent is concerned-Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).-Has
there ever been a word said against the
Minister?
Mr. TOUTCHER.-No. I should like
to know what purpose a Select Committee
could serve if there is nothing behind what
we have on the table of the House. Is it
for the purpose of displacing the Govern.ment? If it is, ! am not going to be a
party to it.
Mr. SMITH.-You have not been offered
a portfolio in the new Government.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-Hp: thinks his chances
better as they are.
Mr. BOYD.-! am afraid you are badly
generalled in your corner.
The SPEAKER.-'''till the honorable
member for Stawell proceed with his remarks?
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I am anxious to
do so as soon as these incessant interjections cease.
All I rise to do is to try to
place my position before mv electors.
Mr. BEARD.-We ha'Ve it now.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I want to define
..
f
the motion is conmy pOSItIon as ar as
cerned.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-It will
take a lot of. defining.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Perhaps so.
The
only thing that is troubling me at the pre·
sent timeMr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy). - I
thought something was troubling you.
Mr. TOUTCHER. - The honorable
member for Fitzroy is interjecting a good'
deal.
During the consideration of the
Gaming Suppression Bill certain inferences were drawn in many of the leading
newspapers that honorable members who
took up a certain attitude on that Bill
wer~
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The SP EAKER.-Of course, the honorable member is out of order in referring to
any debate that has taken place during the
present session.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-The inference was
dra wn that there was something behind the
attitude certain honorable members were
taking up. 1\ow it is said by the same
honorable members that according to
rumour there is something behind what
the Minister of Public Instruction has
done in regard to the matter of the pianos.
1 f that is the position, why cannot people
come straight out? 1\0 one resented insinuations more than the gentlemen who
sFoke on particular questions recently discussed. The\' did not like to be misrepresented.
This honorable gentleman is in
the sa~e position. We are asked to try
a man 111 ancrther place; he is not here to
defend himself.
The leader of the GoYernment believe5--Jand I have no hesitation
in saying it-that this gentleman is en~irely .inn?,cent, and that he acted perhaps
111 an mdlScreet way.
He had a very good
chance of giving musical education to the
children, and he tho:'lght this was a very
good opportunity to get pianos cheap for
them,; ~e embraced an op~rtunity that
was Ill-tImed, and 'he was gUIlty of an act
of indiscretiol? I believe that the speeches
made to-night will be sufficient to convince
him and the Government of the absolute
need fcor showing lovaltv to the resolution
('arr~ed by the House, declaring that AustralIan manufiactures, as far as possible,
should be used for State requirements, and
that it will be followed out in the Jetter
and the spirit, so that we shall have no
gross blunders on the part of Ministers in
the future.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).---'I have
e-njoyed the speech of the honorable memher who has just spoken.
Like Artemus
Ward, he has endeavoured to define his
position, and after perambt.'lating round it
for a long time, he sits down, leaving us
in the dark as to what position he takes
up.
I d6 not know what his position is
now.
Be seems to be the custodian of
the conscience of the Minister of Public
Instruction; he knows exactly how far the
~Iinister went j he knows why he went, and
J suppose he knows why he stopped, although he did not tell us. The best illustration of the position was given by the
honorable member for Borung. He compared the Minister ,vith a bov that went
to rob an orchard. The boy got over the

State Schools.

fence, and the owner of the orchard, seeing
the boy intent on stealing apples, said,
" Where are you going ? " The boy said, " I
am going back again. " The honorable
member tor Borung says no harm is done.
The boy went into the orchard with the
intention of stealing. The boy was a
thief, and was prevented from stealing
simply because he found it impossible to
do so.
Mr. TouTcHER.-There was no theft
about this. It was merely an act of indiscretion.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).- The
boy did not steal, because he was not abie
to, but he did his utmost.
If he pould
have annexed the apples without being
found Out or punished, he would have done
so. This contract would have been consummated but for the honorable member for Bendigo East bringing the matter
before the House. What are the facts?
A resolution was passed bv the House that
we all expected would be given effect to.
The papers laid on the table disclose the
fact that the contract was signed. Ever~
thing would have been given effect to, but'
for the fact that the Premier intervened and
stopped it.
The honorable member for
Stawell said that the Minister acted with
the best intention, and that no wrong was
dooe.
Mr. TouTcHER.-I say that wrong was
done.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).·-The
honorable member for Borung said it would
have been different if the contract had been
completed. The contract was completed:
it was signed.
Mr. HUTCHINSON.-But not carried out.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-All
the legal documents necessary to enforce
the contract have been laid on the table
of~the Hause, and it is distinctlv stipulated
that no piano of any kind, Victorian or
otherwise, should be purchased until such
time as 200 of these pianos had been taken
from Mr. Wertheim.
That is a plain
statement of fact.
Mr. McLEOD.-The agreement states
that Victorian pianos could be purchased.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-The
agreement states that they shall not pt'.rchase any other pianos until 200 Perzina
pianos have been purchased. The honorable member for Geelong has already read
that out.
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Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).Two hundred had to be got from Wertheim.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-We
are asked now by the honorable member
for Bendigo East to appoint a Committee.
A Committee fOr what? I do not see the
necessity fc>r a Committee. The plain fact
is, that a Minister of the Crown has defied the House and his colleagues, if they
were not aware of the fact that he was
Rumours outside are circudoing this.
lated to the effect that his colleagt:.es did
know.
I was told that Mr. Sachse was
likely to tell, the members of another place
that it was an act, of the Cabinet, and was
not done of his own volition exclusively.
I do nat know whether it is true or not.
Mr. BOYD.-There is a clause in the
agreement which says, "save and except
as to any pianos manufactutred in Victoria."

Mr. A. S.

BAILES

(Bendigo East).-

They could take Victorian pianos from
Wertheim if they liked.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-If a
Committee is appointed they will perhaps
cell us the exact position.
They will go
through these papers, and, it may be, they
will ask for other papers, for I do not"
know that these are the whole of the documents. If a Committee is appointed,
they will have power to call witnesses, and
. they will excamine those witnesses, ,and
perhaps we shall be able to learn whether
the cal leagues
the Minister of Public
Instructicm were cognisant of the fact that
these negotiations were taking place. If
t~ Minister carried out these negotiations
without the cognisance of the Cabinet, he
acted treacherously to his colleagues, and
. ought not to remain in his position. Like
the boy, he went to steal the apples, and
he has been found out.
The honorable
member for Barung stated that the honorable member for Bendigo East" has
saved the Government. How? In a few
months these pianos wOt.ld have been purchased, but it would have been no worse
0Il1 the part of the Minister of Public Instruction. It woold be better to carry
oUt an honorable contrlact with a rn.an,
even though the Minister had made a mistake, than it would be to enter into an
hCllQll'able contract 'and break it to save his
billet. The honorable member for Goo.lburn Valley has moved .an amendment
merely to save the Gove1'nment position.
We are satisfied as to the know ledge we

c'
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will get from the papers. I have come to
the conclusion that the Government
have made up their minds that they
will dodge the. issue by making this a
want of conlicfence motion, so as to ccmpel
their supporters and the members in the
Ministerial corner who are pledged to them,
to assist them in saving- their position. The
case of the ex-Minister of Lands (Mr.
McKenzie) was mentioned.
When that
case was brought up a Committee was appointed, the case was tried, Mr. McKenzie
was found guilty. and he resigned.
No
want of confidence motion was recognised
on that occasion by the Government.
Mr. McCuTCHEON.-It was a charge of
corruption in that case-of favouring his
own son.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-I am
well aware of what happened. My opinion
is that if Ministers recognise the responsibility of the Government at all, when one
of their colleagues has been charged, and
an inquiry is held, and corruption is proved,
the corporate honour and dignity of that
Ministry is so much at stake that they
should have resigned, because if one Minister is corrupt it is a cc>rrupt AdminisIn a case of that kind the Gotration.
vernment should not endeavour to dodge
the issue, but should say plainly and
·straightforwardly, "If mistakes have been
made a Board of Inquiry will be appointed,
and the extent of that wrong-doing will be
shown bv the evidence, so that we can
see whether the honorable gentleman is any
longer woriliy of the respect and confidence
which we as an Administration place in him
In my opinion the Goas a colleague:"
vernment should joyfully accept this motion, not as one of want of confidence, but
as showing an earnest desire to investigate
the matter,. and if it is proved that anything further than is demonstrated by the
papers to-day exists, we shall know what
to do.
If something further is proved it
is very much better that we should know it,
and that punishment should follow rather
than allow a lot of innuendos which have
b~en floating about to continue to float
about, and to be magnified as they no doubt
will be if no action is taken bv the Government. I do not think the Government are
doing justice to themselves.
Thev know
the rurnouTS that are .afloat, and they should
joyfuUv hail the motion which has been
tabled by the honorable member for Bendigo
East. They should appoint a Board in
whom they have confidence.
Let that
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Board investigate the matter, and bring up
its report. The members of the Government
should recognise that their own honour is
at stake, and they should be delighted to
have a tribunal wh:ch will lay the whole of
the facts of the case before the -House and
the country in order that if there is anvthing wrong it should be established th~t
such is th.e case.
I mentioned a moment
or two ago that the papers disdosea the
fact that until 200 pianos were ,purchased
no Victorian pianos or pianos of any other
manufacture could be obtained.
For the
information of the 'Minister of Mines, I
will read what it says on that pointNo departmental aid will be given in respect
of other pianos until the completion of this
order for 200 pianos.

Mr. SWINBURNE.-Read on.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-That
is all there is on that point.
The next
thing is the following instruction:Send the following order-" I have the honour
bv direction of the Minister to request you to
supply for ur;e in Sta.te schools 200 Perdna
pianos, as required on the terms submitted, as
stated in your letter of the
instant."

The date of the letter is left blank.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-It is subject to a letter
which does not say any such thing as the
honorable member is talking about.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-I
made a statement that that was in the contract, and I will prove that it is so.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-There was no contract.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-I do
not desire to delay the House any longer.
I am satisfied that the Government have
obscured the whole issue. The question of
the contract is ~unk. Weare not allowed
to vote according to our election pledges
that we should purchase in the Commonwealth all that we can possibly obtain here.
Our protectionist principles must be sunk
in order to retain in office the present Government, not because the members who
oppose that Government desire a change of
office at thisiuncture. but simply because
the Government, in order to save one of
t~eir colleagues. oDscure the issue bv making this a motion of want of confidence.
It is not of sufficient importance until such
time as the Minister has been found guiltv
for us to take such action, but upon that
report, if it is of a sufficiently serious character, a motion of want of confidence might
be tabled bv anv member of th,is House.
For the Government to take up the position they have done is simplv to adopt an
attitude which coerces honorable members
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into voting, not upon the issue they should
vote upon, but upon the question of retaining or rejecting the present occupants
of the Treasury bench.
Mr. BENT.-I did not want to interrupt when the honorable member for Fitzroy was speaking, but I want to point out
in explanation th.at he used the term
"dodging the issue."
I tell him that we
have not dodged the issue. As to the honorable member for Goulburn Valley, we
have not said a word to him about his
amendment. If that honorable member likes
to withdraw his amendment we would let
the honorable member for Fitzroy see what
would happen on the motion itself.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (BendiKo East).-I
was rather inclined to the opinion, when
the honorable member for Stawell was addressing the Chair, that he holds the theory
that if anything wrong is to be done
against the policy of the country or against
the members of this House, all that
the Ministry have to do is to get some one
in another place to do it, and then this
House will have no opportunity of bringing them to justice.
'Mr. TouTcHER.-I did not say that.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).That is the construction I put upon the
The honorhonorable _ member's words.
able member for Wangaratta thought that
publicity had been given to the fact that
these pianos were to be obtained for the
use of the State schools, and that every
first notificaone was aware of it.
tion, however, which th public had of it
was in that obscure journal, the Education
Gazette, and it appeared there on the 20th
October, and I intimated to the Premier
that it was mv intention on the following
day to bring the matter under the notice
of the House. The P,remier assured the'
House that he---the head of a Government
a member of which had entered into this
contract with an individual-knew absolutely nothing about it. That shows the
great amount of publicity that was given
to the matter. The honorable member for
Wangaratta, as a journalist, ought to be
proud of a journal that was able to give
such publicity to a contract which meant
the purchase of 200 pianos, that the
Premier, who, as Treasurer, was to
supply the money, was not aware of it.
I do not know whether the honorable member for Wangaratta would like his journal to be as widely known as giving such
publicity to information as the journal
which he says gave publicity to this fact.

lhe
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; Mr. F ARRER.-Do you say this is a secret
business ?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).I have not said it was a secret tr~nsaction.
:Has the honorable member been asleep all
the evening? I understand that he has
been to Echuca, a:nd he has not posted
himself up in what was moving in the
civilized world. The amendment that has
been moved by the honorable member for
Goulbum Valley, in effect, asks that the
motion for the Select Committee should
be knocked out, and that the papers in regard to the transaction should be laid on
the table of the House. He asks for fair
play. Does the honorable member think
the papers are going. to disclose the state
of affairs that he spoke to me the other
morning about? Is not the honorable member aware that the statement has been made
that the Minister of Public Instruction attempted to shift the responsibility of this
transaction on to the shoulders of an individual, and that that individual resented
it? Will the putting of the papers on the
table of the House prove whether that is
true or not? Does not the honorable member know that it is absolutely necessary
for an inquiry to be held? I want to say
that I have had no consultation with the
leader of the Opposition in this matter.
The only gentleman that I conferred with
on the lSubiect was the honorable member
for Prahran.
Mr. GAUNSON .-And he has thrown you
over.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).He has not thrown me over at all. It
was my bounden duty to consult the honorable member for Prahran, as he is the
leader of the party with which I am connected. I consulted that honorable member, and told him what my intentions were.
He did not express his opinion to me, or
say what he intended to do, but I can assure honorable members I was perfectly
indifferent as to what he did intend to do.
The Premier was not justified to-night,
from the way . I have treated him from
the begi1U1ing, in telling his party that my
motion was a motion of no confidence. The
honorable gentleman knows that I never
intended that it should be taken as a motion of no confidence.
Mr. BENT.-What did the leader of the
Opposition say? I would not have found
fault with you rut all.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).I think I know the forms and procedures

•
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of the House as well as anyone, and the
Premier knows that every honorable member
is a private member except the leader of
the Opposition and the occupants of the
Treasury bench, and when an honorable
member undertakes to move what can be
construed into a motion of want of confidence, the Premier invariably rises, and
asks, "Does this motion meet with the
approval of the leader of the Opposition?"
Mr. BENT.-Which I did, and he gave a
Yes-No answer.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).And the leader of the Opposition did not
tell the Premier it met with his approval.
The Premier himself knew the motion was
never intended as a motion of want of
confidence, and he had no right to avail
himself of the subterfuge of asking the
leader of the Opposition whether it met
with his approval or not. If I had meant
the motion as a motion of wamt of con-:fidence the Premier knows I would have
submitted a very different motion indeed.
I would have submitted a motion which
would have allowed no opportunity of
scuttling out under such an amendment as
the amendment of the honorable member
for Goulbum Valley. I repudiate that this
motion was intended in anv way to be regarded as a motion of no confidence. The
Premier to-night read a letter sent by the
Secretary of Education to Mr. Wertheim,
and he laid great stress on the fact· that
200 pianos of the Perzina manufacture was
the contract, but a little postscript W:lS
added-and we have had the honorable
member for Fitzroy searching. for it in one
place, and the Minister of :Mines discovered it in another, in almost identically
the same documents, though it was omitted
from one-and I am going to show that in
the document issued to the public at large
there was· no mention of that postscript.
The letter quoted by the Premier said that
the contract was for 200 Perzina pianos,
and that no other piano could be taken
until 200 pianos w'ere supplied, always
exoepting pro.nos of Victorian manufacture.
Honorable members know there are \no
pianos of Victorian manufacture; at any
rate, if there were such pianos they were
to be supplied bv Mr. Wertheim.
Mr. GAUNSON.~YOU are reading the arrangement. It is not a contract.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendii~o East).I am not going to argue as to whether there
was a contract or not. It was intended for
a contract. There bS not the slightest doubt
about that. If it was not intended for a
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contract, whv was the anxiety and the rushing about of an ex-member of Parliament
to interview Mr. Wertheim to bring matters to a satisfactory conclusion by Mr.
Wertheim coming up and releasing the Government from their obligations? Only
Perzina pianos were mentioned in the contract. Here 3Jre the facts of the case from
a memorandum of the Director of Education for the information of the Minister,
and, no doubt, the Premier will reaCl it
to the HouseMr. Wertheim wrote to the Minister on the
4th September, and offered to supply 200 high
grade pianos at exactly half their value for us·e
in schools.

I want to know, first of all, is there anything in the papers which will disclose the
reason why Mr. Wertheim so liberally proposed to supply 200 pianos to the Education Department for use in State schools
at half their value? What pi'ompted him
to this wonderful outbreak of generosity?
There was nothing to disclose that in the
papers, but it might be found out if a
Committee was appointed. Dealing with
the little question about half the value-Mr. BRoMLEY.-He means half the retail selling price.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo Easi).The announcement made in the Education
Gasette and Teachers' Aid dwells with a
great amount of force, and a terrible
amount of unction, on the statement thatthe price of the piano to be supplied would in
the ordinary course of trade be £72.

All the teachers had to do was to subscribe £24, trot it along to the 'Minister of Public Instruction, and they were
to have a £72 piano right off. There was
not a word in the announcement as to how
much the Government was to subscribe to
make up the difference between the £24
and the £72, and I venture to say that I
myself brought out the fact that the
price was to be £36. Why the statement that the price of the piano in the
ordinary course of business would ,be -I'.72?
What is the price of these pianos sold, not
by the manufacturer, but by a man in
London, for the single piano? For the
4 ft. 2 in. piano in black the price is 54
guineas, and for the same size in bUTr
walnut or Chippendale mahogany ,r;6
guineas. For the 4 ft. 3 in. the prices
are 59 guin~s and 6 I guineas respecti vel>y .
The!l there IS the 4 ft. 4 in. size, which is
t~e particular piano that is to be supplied;
or was to have been supplied, and would
have been taken by the Education Depart-
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ment until such time as the Treasurer was
called upon to provide the funds, whien r
have no doubt he "ould have come down
pretty rough on the musical Minister of
Public Instruction. This 4 ft. 4 in. piano
. is quoted at 65 guineas for the black and
68 guineas for the other description.
I
gave some figures as to what the price of
that piano would be, and I am taking the,
highest-priced one. I am not in a position
to say whether it was the Chippendale '
mahogany or the ordinary everyday common black that was to be supplied to the
Education Department, but I am taking
the .chippendale mahogany style, and here
is the actual cost landed in Melbourne if
purchased from thlis middleman in London by the single instrument, not in a lot.
of 200, that could be purchased from the
manufacturer by any importer. The actual
price in London of the piano described so
brilliantly in the Education Gazette as a
£7 2 piano is £71 851. Fifty per tent. off
that brings it down to £35 14S. Then the
trade discount of 10 per cent. reducef>
it to £32 2S. 6d., and then the 2! per
cent. discount brings it down further to
£31 4S. 6d. To that must be added the
freight age which we hear so much of
when it is desired to protect native indus-'
try. The oversea freightage is 5s. all the
way across those miles of ocean, and that'
brings it up to £31 9S. 6d. The Customs
duty is £6 5s., whach brings the pri~ of
the piano, providing for the profits of the
middleman, up to £37 149. 6d. Yet we
are told in the statement of the facts that\
the gentleman who can 'buy and supply
to the Education Department 200 pian~
from the manufacturer direct is prepared
to supply them for half their value. Why,
he is actually making a profit on them, to
say nothing of the magnificently gratuitous
advertisement that he is receiving from
now till the pianos! .go bung.
When I
introduced this subject, I told the Premier
privately, I have mentioned it on the
floor of the House, and I repeat it again
now, that I entirely exonerated and acquitted him from any knowledge whatever
of this transaction. When I have treated
him with' generosity, if I may be permitted
to use that term, in this respect all through,
it is scarcely fair for him to have taken th~
pos1ition he did to-night. I do not object
to his opposing the motion, but I do ob,
ject to his cracking the whip and treating
this as a motion of want of confidence in
order to make his supporters rally rouncf
him. If the motion had been :allowed to g()
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on its merits, without any int,imation from
the Premier, I believe we should have had a
very fair majority on this side of the
House, not that any honorable member
on this (the Opposition) or the other side
of the House wishes to cast a reflection
on the Fremier, but because it is a dutv
that they owe to the people who sent them
here to uphold the policy of the State to
reserve our markets for our own people. I
do not want to do any injustice to any honorable member on the front Ministerial
benches, but one of them remarked during
a speech from this (the Opposition) side
that a great bar gain hlad been effected.
What is the bargain?
Mr. GAUNSON. - For whom did he·
mean?
.
: Mr. i1.. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).For the Minister of Public Instruction.
. Mr. GAuNsoN.-He meant for Wertheim.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo El(Jst).The honorable member meant that the
Minister showed great astuteness in his
oealing.
What bargain is there in
selling an article for £36 to a
tertain customer with cash not at all
doubtful,
with
a
magnificent
advertisement thrown in, when the same
article could certainly have been landed
here at a considerable reduction on that
price? No other firm was asked. to give a
price, and are we not justified in asking
,vhy? It is claimed for the Minister of
.Public Instruction that he is a great zealot
in the matter of music. I will venture to
say there is no honorable member in either
of the Houses of this Parliament more
.keenly alive to the actual value in trade of
each and every piano and organ than that
same Minister of Public Instruction. Does
any honorable member imagine for one moment that, with the knowledge the Minister
"possesses, the acquaintance he had had for
all these years past with those instruments,
br honestly believed that a magnificent
deal was being done for the State in ac'quirin~ those pianos at £36 apiece? DOes
any honorable member honestly think so?
Mr. BENT.-I told you that I saw the
()riginal invoice, and it came to the amount
I stated. No amotillll: of talk will alter
that.
I
. Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).r have not the slightest doubt the Premier
bas had the invoice shown to him, but
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might I ask the Premier to have that invoice. shown to him once more? Will he
then take particular stock of the number of
the piano that that invoice refers to, and he
will then find out whether. that invoice was
for one of the pianos that were to be sold to
the Education Department or not? If he
does he will very soon see for himself whether it is the same class of piano.
Mr. BENT.-Surely you do not think I
was such :an innocent that I did not compare them?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo Bast).I do not think so. I have been acquainted
with the Premier now in political liIe for
over twenty years, and from the first dav
I met him, right down to the present day,
it never struck me, even at times when I
wanted to take the worst view of his conduct, that anyone could accuse him of
being an innocent. I thought he was. generally recognised as a man who knew his
way about. All those .gentlemen who are
dealing in pianos, wherever they come
from, are pretty cute, but they will have"to
get up a little bit earlier in the morning to
get on the blind side of the Premier. But
when you get a musical' enthusiast, whose
whole soul is in music, approached by some
equally enthusiastic individual, :and carried
away almost into the seventh heaven in
rhapsodizing about the magnificent tones
of this, and the lovely effect of that
instrument, I can readily understand
how a simple guileless - youth like
the Minister of
Public - Instruction
could be lured away from the hard paths
of business life and induced to rush recklessly into such :a. 'wonderfully good bargain
for the people of Victoria as the purchase
of 200 Perzina pianos for £36 a piece,
that, I will venture to say, could be landed
here to-morrow from the factory direct at
a considerable reduction.
No other firm
was asked to give a price. What does the
Minister tell the man who is, trying to establish the industry in our midst, ~ause,
after all, New South Wales and Victoria
are one? New South Wales is part of the
Commonwealth, and the mere fact of
the River Murra,y dividing the two States
sboukl not sever the ties of friendship between us. \Ve ought to be as much New
South Wales as New South W ale~ ought to
be Victoria, and we ought to be proud that
t!hey have a piano factory there. What Mr.
Beale is doing for New South WaleS! and
the Commonwealth, Cable has done f~r
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America. There is no German piano, no
English piano, no French pi·ano going into
America to-day that can hold a candle to
the Am*ican piano turned out by the
Cable Company. We ought to hail with
delight the day when Beale can take as
prominent a position in the musical world
in the manufacture of pianos as the
Cable Company do un America to-day.
And was Mr. Beale asked to give a price?
Let me tell YOU, while I was raising this
question last Thursday week, Mr. Beale
was met in Collins-street, and for the first
time in his existence he knew of the fact
that the Education Department had come
to an ag'reement to buy 200 Perzina pianos
from Mr. Wertheim. That was the first
he knew of it.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-He was behind the
times.
i\1r. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo Eastl.How can you be other than behind the
times when the whole thing is behind the
There has never been a more
scenes?
secret transaction done in the history of
Victorian politics than this transaction between the Education Department and Mr.
Wertheim.
Even the honorable member
for the Public Officers never knew of it,
and he is as lynx-eyed as most men. Mr.
Beale was not" awar~ of it Lntil he was told
that there was a rmv going on in Parlia~
ment about the purchase of some pianos,
and he then first became aware of the fact.
He came up to this House-I had never
seen him in my life before--but before he
came here I ,vas put in possession of the
information. He said, "Now I can understand why a State school teacher, who
was in treatv for one of mv vianos suddenly declared, 'No, I do not want your
piano, Mr. Beale, because the Education
Department are going to give me one for
£24.'" That is the publicity which the
honorable member for W angaratta drew
so much attention to.
Mr. BowsER.-That proves it.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).The tender must have been advertised in
the 1¥ allgaratta Chronicle.
Mr. BROMLEY.~That was the rea~n it
was never seen.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).There is one thing I want to say to the
Premier, and I hope he will not take it
too seriously.
The Premier is nothing
unless he is energetic, and when this .mat-
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ter was first brought up, his declaration on
the floor of this House was that there would
be no Perzina piano coming along until
he had made inquiries about it.
I felt
perfectly safe that we were going to have a
fair show----:-with perhaps a little "up our
sleeye" for our own people-but on the
Tuesday what did he say?
He said,
" There will be no pianos at all."
Mr. BENT.-Until this House deter~
nunes.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).The honorab!e gentleman did not say anything abot:.t that. If he had said that it
would have been all right.
Perhaps he
left that to be understood.
Mr. BENT.-Then I will repeat it.
i\£r. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).No pianos! What does that mean? We
have exploded the fact to the British public, or to the Australian public at any rate,
that there was an agreement entered into
for the supplv of 200 Perzina pianos, made
in Germany. - Now the Premier says there
will be no pianos. In effect, he says, It If
there is to be no Perzina pianos there will
be no blooming pianos at all." That is
what it boils down to.
And what does
Mr.
Mr. Beale do in the mean6me?
Beale has trotted along with a doublebacked-action piano which will stand fo"('
twenty-five years, and a piano with all the
latest improvements. I do not know whether the "gut~" came from Germany, a~
the Premier said, but Mr. Beale says: " I
will give you a piano which I will guarantee
for t,,"enty-five years, as against the other
piano's guarantee for ten Years, for £3°."
Besides, I think Mr. Beale's. piano is an
inch taller, which is a big difference.
I
wish I were an inch taller. If I were, I
would not be so afraid of the honorable
member for Toorak's "dirty left."
Mr. BENT. - To give you a gaming
phrase, the matter is held " in Solution."
:Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).I had intended to make a very good point
about the Age article orf this morning. I
think the Age article to-day is quite of a
piece with a good many aiticles that have
appeared. I want to make this point.
Mr. N. BAYLES (Toorak).-Twenty-five
years of age.
M:r. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).Any interjections coming from behind that
chevaux de trise of moustache are lost on
me, as I am a little deaf. I accept the
statement of the Premier entirely.
I do
not accept it in any P~ckwickian sense. I
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take it honestly as between man and man, allies with the Minister of Public Instructhat he knew absolutely nothing about this tion in this matter?
Mr_ BENT.-You had better go on taktransaction, and, therefore, he cannot be
held responsible for anything whatever con- ing "oyster.:l
nected with it. Now, immoral as it may
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).have been-I will not say "immoral," Are we to understand that, or are we to
but indiscreet, stupid, reckless, contemp- place them on the same plane as we place
tuous for his colleagues, as it may have the Premier,
believing him to be
been-for the Minister of Public Instruction absolutely incapable of entering into such
to have entered into this contract as he did a job against the interests and the prinenter into it--'l1ever mind the legal quibble ciples of this country? I choose to assume
of the honorable member who represents that it is SQ-that they are all on the
the Public Offioers-there was a contract or ?ame plane as he is himself. Then, does
agreement at any rate arrived at, and it It not follow that the Minister of Public
was so binding that arrangements had to Instruction has been guilty of even a
be made to get the Government out of it greater offence? He has entered into a
in the best way that was possible.
Ad- contract for the expenditure of £2,400 of
mitting all that, I ask what abOut this of- the people's money without the slightest
fence, then, because the agreement was warranty at all.
Why, sir, he ought to
made, and it was made without the cog- have been permitted to complete his connisance of the Premier? Now, the 29th tract, and then made to pay the monev up
.
clause of the General Reg:.ulations, respect- himself.
ing public accounts, saysMr. MCCUTCHEoN.-,\Ve may get him to
.
Tenders shall be publ,ic1y invited, and con- do that vet.
tracts taken for all works and for the supply of
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).all goods, tools, materials, machinery, &c., the Does the honorable member for St. Kilda
estimated cost of which shall exceed £100, unless the expenditure be specially authorized by imagine for one moment that these patriots,
the Governor in Council, subject to the following who are always standing out for the good
exemptions : and the advancement of the particular secThe Railway Department, as regards the tion of the community that is brought
\\rhole of this regulation, with the exception of under their oa,re, have ever dived their
works of construction; the Water Supply Department, as regards expenditure on works; the hands into their pockets and pulled out a
It is all words and magPublic Health Department, as regards infec- solitary pound?
tious and contagious diseases and other matters nificent language.
of urg'ency undel the Health Act; the GovernMr. MCCUTCHEON.-Quite right.
ment Printing Office, as regards expenditure on
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).gum and printing ink.
Might I ask, did the Minister of Public I have not said one word against the MinI
Instruction ge't that order from the Go- ister's moral conduct in this matter.
vernor in Council, justifying him in the have not made the slightest insinuation of
expenditure of £2,400 on these pianos? any character that there was anything of
Is the Premier "oyster" on that? As I an underhand description to be hidden or
said, I exonerate him entirely from any concealed.
'Mr. McBRIDE.-It was moderately
connexion with this matter. As I know,
and every other honorable member ought moral.
Mr_ A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).to know, that an Order in Council of that
character could not be obtained without I did not even put it as being moderately
I have only gone on the broad
the Premier and Treasurer knowing moral.
something about it, it must follow, as principle that the Minister of Public Instruction had no right first to flout a re, the night follows the day-:Mr. BENT.-You are wrong in that. Any solution of' this House j secondly, that he
two Ministers can be an Executive Council. had no right to break a law, which he has
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).- 'done j and, thirdly, that he had no right
BrIt they would not dare to take on a con- whatever to make this bare-ain with only
Whether the bartract like that withc'llt the man who holds one set of individuals.
'the (/ dibs" having something to say on gain was with Mr. Wertheim or with Mr.
the question. But we will take the Pre- Wertheim's company, I know not, but the
mier; s ass.urance that any two Cabinet Minister had no right whatever, when dealMinisters could do this. Are we to under- ing, not only ,with £24 of the people's
stand that two of his COIllea.gues have been money on every piano, but also with £12
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of the money of the State of which he was
the custodian, to enter into such a bargain
until he had first ascertained for himself
whether a better bargain could not be made
for these people for whom he was supposed to be energetically acting. On these
grounds I think it would be better to have
an inquiry.
With reference to the
rumours which have been mentioned toI said" Give
night, I have heard them.
me your proof," and the answer was " We
cannot."
I then said, "Keep them.
I
cannot use them and never use anything
unless I am satisfied that what I say can
be proved."
When I took up this subject I saw it in black and white before I
moved a step.
The fact of there being
these rumours, and the fact of opposition
being offered by the Government to this
motion, will strengthen the position of
those outside who are ever girding at Farliament, and ever ready to point out men
in it as being willing to take a bribe. By
attempting to cover the matter up, and
preventing an open inquiry, we shall be
giving those people reason for what they
say, and justifying some of their absurd
and villanous ,remarks which th~y have
from time to time passed on Members of
Parliament.
In the interest of the Minister of Public Instruction himself, and
in the interest of Parliament. I think we
have a right to an inquirv. and I think the
Government are makin!! the greatest mistake they ever made in refusing an inquiry.
It is for these reasons, and for these reasons only, that I am moving in the matter.
AdLet us know where the fault lies.
mitting the correctness of the Premier's
idea that we should furnish the schools
with pianos, and admitting that it would be
a magnificent thing to find a few Arabella
Goddards, or something like that, I would
vet ask would it not be better to bring the
children up with .an ordinary education
first. Would it not be as well that a
Select Committee should ,ascertain what
would be the best thing to be done under
the circumstances?
At anv rate, a Committee would be able to remOve the impression which exists abroad that everything in
connexion with this matter has not yet
quite seen the light of day.
The House divided on the question that
the words proposed to be omitted stand
part of the motionAves
2Q
NOes
40
:Maioritv for the omission
Mr. A. S. Bailes.

20
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AVES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Anstey
Beard
Beazley
Bennett, G. H.
Hillson, A. A.
Billson, J. W.
Bromley
Colechin
Hannah
Lemmon
Mackinnon

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"

Murray
Outtrim
Prendergast
Sangster
Smith
"Varde
Wilkins.

Tellers:
Mr. Bailes, A. S.
" Elmslie.
NOES.

Mr. Bayles, N.
" Bent
" Rowser
" Cameron, E. H.
" Cameron, J.
" Campbell
" Craven
" Cullen
" Downward
" Duffus
" Faurer
,. Forrest
" Gaunson
Sir Samuel Gillott
Mr. Graham
"

Gray

"
"
"

Harris
Holden
Hunt
Hutchinson
Keast

"

Mr. Keogh
" Kirkwood
" Langdon
" Lawson
" Livingston
" Mackey
" McBride
" McCutcheon
" McGregor
" McKenzie
" McLeod
" Oman
Sir Alexander Peacock
Mr. Robertson
" Stanley
" Swinburne
" Toutcher.

I

Tellus:
Mr. Argyle
" Carlisle.
PAIR.

I Mr.

Mr. Watt.

Boyd.

i\[r. COLECHIN remarked that' he
understood that all the papers would be
placed on the table of the House.
Did
that include copies of .all the letters?
The SPEAKER.-I understand that it
includes all the letters in the case.
The insertion of the \vords " all papers
in connexion with the transaction between
Hugo Wertheim and the Education Department with .regard to the purchase of
pianos for State schools be laid on the
table of the House" was then agreed to.,
The motion, as amended, was agreed to.

ADJOURm1ENT.
RAILWAYS

SERVICE

ELECTORAL ROLLS •.

Mr. BENT movedThat the House do now adjourn.

Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
like to ask the Speaker whether he would
look into the question; and give the House
hi's opinion !as to whether the Railways
. Service had lost a member or not.

. Dartmoor Railway'.
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The ~PEAKER.--I shall be pleased to
ilook into the question, but as to whether I
:shall give my opinion to the House that is
..another matter.
I shall give my opinion
.privately to the leader of the Oppositiop.
The motion was agreed to.
The House ad journed .at quarter to
twelve o'clock.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, November 14, 1906.
The SPEAKER tcok the chair at eighteen
minutes to five o'clock p.m.
,PROPOSED DARTMOOR RAILWAY.
Mr. GRAHAM brought up a report
from the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways on the question of connecting Dartmoor, Mumbannax, and the
country towards Mount Gambier by means
of aJ railway with the existing railway system, and af loading the land which woold
he enhanced in value by the construction
of the railway.
The report was ordered to be printed.
BRITANNIA UNITED QUARTZ
MINING COMPANY.
Mr. McGREGOR asked the Minister of
J\1ines if, as the Britannia United Quartz
Mining Company had gone into liquid ation, and a number of the men emploved
_
.had not received their wages, he would use
any power he possessed to obtain payment
for the men?
· Mr~ McLEOD.-I regret that I am not
,in a position to give the hooo:rable member
as complete information as I should like
to. The company has gone into liquida-.
tion, and the liquidator is an officer of the
Supreme Court, over whom I have no can· troI. The payment of the wages depends
1)n two circumstances, namely, whether
· the men have proved their claims within
· the proper time, and whether there is any
'money available to pay them. The greater
· portion of the c1aims are miners' rights,
·over which we have no control. The wages
· for the men are made a first charge on the
assets. To enable me to ascertain how the
'matter stood, I put this memorandum on
: the. papers:-

.Railway Department.

wa.ges are owing by the company; and also say
if there is any likelihood qf payment being
made in terms of section 168 (2) of Act 1514.

To that I have received no reply, and, consequently, I am not in a position to say whether the men have proved their claims or
not, and whether or not there is any mcmey
available to pay them. I shall let the honorable member know when I get the information. As to whether I can use anv
power to obtain payment for the men, i
.shall see if I have any power, and if I have
I will use it.
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
REBATES ON THE CARRIAGE OF WOOL.IVANHOE STATION - FARES ON THE
HEIDELBERG LINE - COAL :MlNERS'
WAGES.
~1r. CA.MPBELL asked the Minister of
RaIlways If he wocld inform the House of
the number of rebates Or ooncessions, with
th~ ~mounts, made by the Railways Comnussloners on. their published rates for the
carriage of wool from all stations on the
Casterton, Coleraine, Ararat Hamilton
and Portland lines to Melbou~ne and Gee~
long for each of the past three seasons?
Mr. BENT.~I have received the foll:nving memorandum in regard to this questIon:Rebates or concessions in the charges fOor the
conveyance of wool are made only in cases
where they are nec.essary to meet compeQtion by
ro~ and water, and prev·ent the diversion of
~hls traffic. from the railways, but manifestly it
IS not adVIsable to' furnish detailed information
as to these. rebate,; and concessions, for the
reason .that ~t woufd J:>e of advantage to those
competmg WIth the railways for this traffic.
(Sgnd.) TROS. TArT,
Chairman.

M.r. CAMPBELL.-Surely the Minister is
. not In favour of secret rebates being given
tl1 some persons and not to others?
Mr. PRE:NDERGAST (to Mr. Bent).Don't you think this transactionwou1d
come in r.nder the Secret Commissions
Act ?
Mr. BEARD asked the Minister of
Railways the following questions:-

.1. If he is aware that passengers desiring to
alIght .at Ivanhoe station on Cup Day had, in
m:\!ly mstances, to do so on the crossover siding
. OWI~g to no platform accommodation being
avaIlable, and that only one pair of steps for
the use of. passengers was available over the
whole length of a train, many of the passenaers
havi~k' to'. jump. to the ground?
h
•
. 2. If, in vi~w of .the inconvenience and dan~er
· Ask the liquidator if "be will kindly furnish to ~lderl~ persons.?y this arrangement, he ~ill
'the Minister with a statelJl.ent setting. out the C?llSUlt WIth t~e RaIlways Commissioners, with a
names of the men (arid the ainount) to whom v'leW' to secunng better acc<;>mmodation at this
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He said his attention had been drawn to
this matter on many occasions. The fares
were so arranged past Clifton Hill that
He said that in asking these questions he the Railway Department was losing revewould like to state that he did not do 50 nue, because people took the train to Clifin any spirit of hostility to the Depart- ton Hill and oontinued the journey to Melment. Since he put the question on the bourne by tram.
notice-paper he went out to Heidelberg, and
Mr. BENT.-I have received the folthere was no doubt that the people at I van- lowing memorandum in reply to these'
hoe, on account of the line being a single questions : one, were greatly inconvenienced, as there
The Commissioners are aware that passengers
were no compartments reserved for them, from
certain stations beyond Fairfield Park deand the v had to wait as late as 10 o'clock rive a slight advantage in some of the fares bv
at night to get a train home. The Rail- re-booking at Clifton Hill for Melbourne, but
way authorities did all they could on the the advantage does not in any instance exceed one
penny; and the matter is at present under conholidays mentioned, but they ought to take sideration.
into consideration that there were people
(Sgnd.) THos. TAIT,
travelling to Ivanhoe as well as to HeidelChairman.
berg. If some compartments were reserved I am very much obliged to the honorable
for the Ivanhoe people they would have a member, and I shall take care that we do
chance of getting home.
not lose that penny any longer.
Mr. BENT.-The memorandum I have
Mr. LEMMON asked the Minister of
received is as follows:Railways if it was his intention to insist
In order to facilitate business, it is customary,
on about six of the principal holidays per an- upon a just living wage for eight hours
num, to arrange for the trains on. the Heidel- per day work for coal miners being a conberg line to cross at Ivan.hoe st~tlOn, an~ pro- dition of the contract for the supply of
vision is made for the trams whIch con tam the Victorian coal to the Railway Department?
greater number of passengers to stop a~ the
Mr. BENT.-This question has been
platform, and the other trains are dealt WIth at
read
a first time. I asked Mr. Kitson to
t~ ~d~g.
.
Two pairs of steps were provl.ded. to ena~le go up to the mines and report to me repassengers to alight from the trams m .the s~d garding
them, and I now sorrowfully
ing on Cup Day, and the staff was .sp~clally 1I~
structed to assist passengers and aVOId mconvel11- understand that he is going to England.
Mr. WARDE.-South Africa.
ence; and there is no liability to danger so long
as ordinary care is exercised.
Mr. BEN'l'.-He is going away from
The number of passengers who are obliged to us at any rate.
He gave me oral inforalight from the trains in the siding ?id not
average fifteen (IS) pass'engers per tram; a~ld mation on the sr.bject, and I shall be able
in view of all the circum~ances, the CommIs- to! have it read a second time at the Cabinet
sioners do not consider that the construction of meeting, and it will be committed and read
an additi;n~'ll platform would be justified at the a third time next Tuesday.
present jtlIlcture.
Mr. LEMMoN.-WilI you answer the
(Sgnd.) THos. TAIT,
question next Tuesday?
Chairman.
Mr. BENT.-No; we cannot get into
:Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-They will have the
porters running about with steps on their Committee by Tuesday.
shoulders.
PRIVATE ENTREE TO THE
Mr. BEARD asked the Minister of RailGOVERNOR;S LEVEES.
ways the following questions:Mr. TOUTCHER asked the Premier
x. If he is aware that the scale of through
fares to Melbourne on that portion of the if, in view of the action recently taken to
Heidelberg line beyond Fairfield Park station is deprive Members of Parliament of the
so badly arranged that it is cheaper for passengers to (a) take the train as far as Clifton Hill private entree to His Excellency the Gostation and continue by tram, or (b) re-book at vernor's levees, he intended to take any
Clifton Hill, than to take a through ticket to act.ion to conserve the rights and privileges
Melbourne.
hitherto accorded the representatives of the
2. If, in view of the fact that the former
method of travelling involves a considerable loss people?
1\1r. BENT.-I shall be obliged to the
of revenue to the De.partment-at least 4d. per
head on the average-he will consult the Rail- honorable member if he will withdraw this
ways Commissioners with a view of bringing <luestion for the present. for I shall be
about the re-arrangement of the fares, and thus
preserve to the railways the- traffic which is at able to make an intimation to him in a
short time regarding the matter.
present gradually slipping away to the trams?
station, which is a highly popular one with holiday excursionists, before the Christmas holidays?
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Mr. TOUTCHER said he would consent to the withdrawal of the question for
the present, because he believed the rights
and privileges of the House were safe in
the hands of the Premier.
NEGLECTED CHILDREN AND
REFORMATORY SCHOOLS.
ApPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY AND
INSPECTOR.
Mr. HUNT asked the Chief Secretary
what steps, if any, had been taken to fill
the position of Secretary and Inspector in
the Neglected Children and Reformatory
Schools Department, now vacant nearly
twelve months?

Hour of Meeting.
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SANITARY ARRANGEMENTS IN
THE MELBOURNE GAOL.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West)
asked the Chief Secretary if he was aware
that the sanitary a.rrangements for prisoners in the Melbourne Gaol were of a
revolting nature; if so, wor:ld he take, immediate steps to remedy the present state
of affairs?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.~I have received the following reply from the Inspec-.
tor-General : If it is necessary for a prisoner to relieve
himself while in the cell, there is a commode
that ~e can use, and by knocking he can, in the
day tIme, have the pan removed at once and a
fresh pan will be substituted..
Pa~s are
cleaned, disinfected, and put outdoors to air
and are not. again .used for at least twenty-fou;
hours..
It IS conSIdered that no better sanitary
arrangement can be made in cells that are unsewered.

Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The position to which the honOtrable member refers
has been filled by an acting-secretary and
inspector (Mr. J. L.. Davies) since the retirement of Mr. William Davis (the late The building is unsewered, and it will cost
secretary), and in my opinion the dr..ties some thousands of pounds to sewer it. In
have been performed in a satisfactory face of ~he ~gitation to remOVe the gaol,
manner by the former· gentleman. The tl?-e questIOn IS whether this would be proquestion of filling the vacancy has been re- per expenditure to undertake at present.
pOtted upon by the Public Service Com- The reply of the Inspector-General of Pubmissioner, and is receiving my considera- lic Works is as follows:tion.
Considering the purposes of the establishment
SPECIAL WAGES BOARDS.
Mr. LEMMON asked the Chief Secretary when he proposed to introduce the necessary resol utions to Create Special Boards
fClr any or all of the following trades:Coachbuilders, card-box maJ.{ers, glassblowers, farriers, cycle builders, biscuit
makers, and bacon cr..rers?
Sir. SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I propose
to give notice to-day regarding the moving
of resolutions tGi create three new special
Boards, namely, for the card-board box,
the cycle, and paper-bag trades. The petition promised by the deputation from the
Glassblowers' Society that waited on me on
the srd ultimo, has not yet been received
by me, and I am waiting for it. The reo'
quests for special Boards for the coachhuilders' and farriers' trades I intend to
bring before the next Cabinet meeting . No
communication with respect to a special
Board fOr the bacon-curers' trade h;u; been
received since 1901.
I am afraid there
are grave difficulties in the way of applying
The bis .
for a special Board in this case.
cuit-makers have never approached me nor
the Department with reference to a special
Board for their trade. We cannot find any
papers in connexion with the matter.

a~d its sanitary require,ments, and bearing in
mmd that the water carnage sewerage system is
not yet installed in it, it can be said that the
appliances,. simple as they are, are the best
suited to the circumstances that can be obtained, while the care eiven to the physical
needs of prisonl!rs and to the exercise of cleanliness of fittings and pans, leave no cause for
complaint.

Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The Penal Department ought to be compelled to be clean at
any rate. It is simply a criminal thmg to
have a gaol unsewered like that in our
midst.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-That is a
matter I have no control over.
HOUR OF MEETING.
Mr. BENT moved, by leaveThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
to.. morrow at two o'clock p.m.

The motion was agreed to.
JUBILEE OF RESPONSIBLE
GOVERNMENT.
Mr. BENT.-As honorable members are
~ware, the fiftieth anniversary of the openmg of the first Parliament of Victoria under
responsible government will happen on
Wednesday, 21St November, next week, and
it is felt that the jubilee of such an important event should not be allowed to pass
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without being marked in some suitable manner. Owing to the pressure of public business, it is not thought desirable to interrupt
at any undue length the work of the session. After consultation with the Speaker
and with the President of the Legislative
Council, it has been decided that the celebration of the event can be suitably marked
in the following manner :-On Tuesday,
20th November, immediately on the meeting of the House, the Speaker will lay on
the table a record prepared by the Clerk,
and copies will be handed to each member.
An address to His Majesty the King will
be submitted for the consideration of honorable members, and, after the address to
the King has been debated and agreed to,
an address to His Excellency the Governor
will be submitted, requesting His Excellency to forward by cable to the Secretary
of State for the Colonies the address to
the KinO' for presentation to His Majesty.
The address to His Excellency will be
ordered to be presented by the Speaker and
the whole House. His Excellency has been
requested to be so good as to attend at the
Parliament House on the next day, Wednesdav 21st November, at 2.45 p.m., to
receiv~' the address, and he has graciously
consented to do so. The address for the
Assembly will be presented in the Assembly
Chamber.
'Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Will there be, the
right of private entree?
Mr. BENT.-Cards of mvitation to be
present at the ceremony are being issued
to all old members. If ,any should have
been inadvertently overlooked through their
present address not being known, I would
like to make this public announc~ment t~at
they should immediately commumcate WIth
the, Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. A
similar procedure will probably take pla~e
in the Legislative Council. The Speaker IS
arranging to send a notification to honorable
members, so that they may all be aware
of the time at which it is desired they
should assemble on Wednesday afternoon in
this Chamber. There is no private entree
about that. I trust every honorable member
without exception may be able to be in his
place at the time appointed, and that we
may have the pleasure of seeing a goodly
number of former members of the Legislative Assemblv present.
Mr. T. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-I
would li'ke to suggest to the Premi~r that
a suitable recognition of the event mIght be
made in connexion with our State schools.
;The event is more likely to impress itself
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on the minds of the children than it is on
the members and the past members of the
House. I think a holiday or some small
souvenir of the occasion would be a suitable method of marking the event in the
State schools.
Mr. BENT.-I do not like, on the spur
of the moment, to say yes to the honorable
member, but I lean in that direction. I
will think the matter over, and, to-morrow,
I will be able to communicate the opinion
of the Government regarding the suggestion. There have been a lot of holidays,
however, for the youngsters lately.
Mr. BEARD.-Thev did not have Cup
day.
Mr. BENT.-I am not adverse to the
suggestion, but I would like to consider it.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Might I ask the Premier whether, on Wednesday next, when
the address has been presented to His Excellency, it is intended to do any business
in the House afterwards?
Mr. BENT.-We will have a cup of tea,
and then do some' business.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I - thought, perhaps,
the Premier would bring on the Licensing
Bill.
Mr. BENT.-There is a good deal in
what the honorable member §ays. I think
the old members, who used to do business
so well, will be present,and will probably
like to hear the honorable member On that
Bill.
ASSENT TO BILL.
'Mr. BENT presented a message from the
Governor intimating that, at the Government Offices, on November 13, His Excellency gave his assent to the Consolidated
Revenue Bill (No.4).
GAMING SUPPRESSION BILL.
On the motion of Sir SAMUEL GILLOT, this Bill was recommitted for the reconsideration of clauses 4 2 , 43, and 58,
and proposed new clauses.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West)
said that when the BilJ was previously in
Committee the honorable member for Grenville had submitted a series of clauses providing for the "prohibition of share
gambling known as spec. selling of
shares. "
He understood that the honor··
able member was unfortunately absent
through illness, and, therefore, he (Mr.
Bennett) wished' now to move the clauses
in the honorable member's absence. The
honorable member for Grenville had
already explained them. He (Mr. Bennett)
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Suppression Bill.

Mr. OUTTRIM said he did not know
eX!actly what positicm the Government intended to take up with regard to these
A. Whenever a sharebroker sells to any person any share he shall give to the person for clauses, or whether this was the proper
whom he sold such share and also to the person place to introduce such proposals. There
to whom he sold such share a Sold Note in writ- could be no question.) however" that spec.
ing signed with his name in the form in the selling was inimical to the very best in·
First Schedule to this Act.
terests of mining.
It did harm to all conB. Whenever a sharebroker buys a share he
cerned. But while every mining member
shall give to the person for whom he has bought
such share and also to the person from whom he would, no doubt, like to put down spec.
bought such share a Bought Note in writing, selling, they were not desirous of introducsign-ed with his name in the form in the Second ing any clauses that would interfere with
Schedule to this Act.
mini.ng in any shape or form. The great
C. Every sharebroker shall enter in a book difficulty which presented itself to his mind
(hereinafter called Shares Record Book) to be
kept by him a record of ,every sale or purchase in connexion with these clauses wa,s with
of shares made by him: Such record shall respect to the description of the shares
showbought and sold. It was well known that
(a) The day and time of every sale or pur- immense transactions in sha'res took place
chase of shares by him.
in the different States, and the difficultv
(0) The name and description of the person
for whom such shares are sold and was that in telegraphing orders to sell it
would not be easy to give the numbers of
also of the purchaser thereof.
(c) The price paid by the purchaser thereof. the shares.
Everyone must admit that
(d) 'fhe description of each share bought or spec. seIling was immoral and illegal.
sold and the number of each share.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-I do not think that is
D. Every sharebroker at the request of the
quite correct.
person for whom he has sold or bollght any
Mr. OUTTRnvi said that perhaps the
shares shall permit such person to inspect the
entry in his Shares Record Book of the account honorable member for the Public Officers
of shares so sold or bought for such person.
had never experienced the effect of spec.
E. If any sharebrokerselling.
(a) fails or omits to give a Sold Note or
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Is not the whole gist of'
Bought Note to any person entitled
these proposals this: That the shares must
thereto pursuant to this Act, or
(0) does not keep a Shares Record Book as be in the possession on the seller?
required by this Act or fails or omits
Mr. OUTTRIM.-No.
to make any entry therein as re:Mr.
GAUNSON.-Then how can he dequired by this Act, or
(c) inserts in any Bought Note or Sold Note scribe them and give the numbers?
or in the Shares Record Book any
Mr. OUTTRIM said that that was the
false name or any false entry of any difficulty in connexion with these clauses.
of the matters hereby required to be Perhaps it would be sufficient to provide
entered in the said Notes or book, or
(d) does not as required by this Act permit merely that the broker mu~t state the name
any person to inspect the entries in his of the seller. He knew several brokers at
Shares Record Book of the account of the present time who 1',ere in the habit of
shares sold or bought by him for such placing' on the back of the sale note the
person,
name of the man who was selling the
he shall for every such offence be liable to a
penalty not exceeding One hundred pounds and shares. If even that much was secured it
not less than Five pounds, and upon a third would be a start in the right direction.
conviction under this section for any offence he Now, what did the spec. seller do? Supshall in addition to such penalty be disqualified pose there was a company with 20,000
from ever after carrying on the business of a
shares, and that a certain person held a
sharebroker.
« Sharebroker "
means an)r person who number of those shares. Suppose this perexercises or carries on the business of son felt in his own mind that the sha:~
buying selling transferring or dealing were all right, and that thev would graduin shares, whether on commission or for ally rise.
Then suppose that some other
any fee or reward, but shall not include
any licensed auctioneer who sells shares man who wanted to get an interest in the
claim came along, and resorted to spec.
by public auction only:
~e11ing in order to depreciate the value of
JC Shares" means and includes shares stock
or other proprietary interest in any re- the shares. The two men, (I~ a rule, who
gistered or incorporated comr.any what- acted as spec. sellers were the very poor
soever:
man and the man of means. The verv poor
(( Spec. selling" means selling shares not
held by the seller or authoriz~d to sell man would spec. the shares in the hope of
making a rise, and in the hope that when
, al: time of sale:

begged to
clauses : -

propose

the following new
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a large number of shares were thrown on
the market it would t:!ase off, and he would
be able to buy the shares back at a profit.
The wealthy man did the same thing, but
he could afford to stand the racket whichever way the shaJres went. The immoral
part of ~ the contract seemed to be that a
large number of shares, which really did
not exist, would be thrown on the marr
keto Suppose there were 20,000 shares in
,a company, and a man " spec." -ed 5,000
shares, which were not in his possession, it
would bring on to the market more shares
than were specified by the deed of association. There would be actually 5,000
more shares on the market than were provided for bv law. This seemed to be an
illegal trans·action and an unfair one. A
man might carryon spec. selling in connexion with flour or wheat, but in the case
of those commodities the supply w.as an
unknown quantity, whereas, in the case of
mining shares, the number of shares was
fixed. Unless a man had an order to sell,
or had the shares in his possession, he had
no right to profess to sell shares which he
did not possess. The man who resorted to
spec. selling came into competition with
the shares of other people. although he
possessed no shares himself.
In many
cases men without means had sold shares
on spec., with the result that they had not
been' able to deliver, and the broker concerned had been half ruined bv the transaction, as well as the spec. seller. Therefore, he thought honorable members would
like to see some clauses inserted in the Bill
to protect the legitimate investor. It was
a very nasty thing to see one's shares going
down without any apparent reason. Shareholders often got a.fright 111 this way, and
were led to sell their shares, because they
thou!!ht that some one else knew more
about the mine than they did, and then, no
sooner did they part with the shares, than
up they went aga.in. Tfiis was generally
caused by the operations of. the spec. seller.
As he had stated, it would be difficult to
complv with the provision that the numbers of the shares must be stated on the
sale note, because a great many of these
transac'tions were conducted bv telegraph.
There wou 1d be no difficul tv, however, in
supplying the name of the seller. If Tohn
Brown, of Sydney, telegraphed to 'Melbourne, "Se1l' 500 ·s·hares in such and such
a claim," there was no reason why that
man's name should not be written on the
back of the sale note. Therefore, he would
ask the Government to consider the necesMr. Oul/rim.
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sity of adopting a portion, at all events, of
these clauses, in, order to stop the pernicious practice of spec. selling. The Premier
knew that throughout the length and
breadth of the country, auctioneers were
licensed, and he also knew that the members of the various Stock Exchanges got
through during the y~ear millions of pounds
of transactions. There was no reason why
a man should be obliged to pay £25 for
an auctioneer's licence in order to obtain,
perhaps, a ba.re livelihood, whilst these
brokers, with such immense sums passing
through their hands, were not required to
be licensed at all. Why did the Government allow brokers to remain unlicensedwool brokers as well as share brokers?
Men who had the greatest amount of money
passing through their hands did not pay
anything to the State. Stock Exchanges,
of course, made regulations of a very strict
kind for the working of the brokers in
their business, but the Government' had no
hand on these people. If it was thought
necessary to lic;ense auctioneers, so as to
give protection to the public, and to see
that the auctioneers did their duty, it was
also necessary that brokers should be
licensed.
Mr. CARLISLE.-What about legal managers?
Mr. OUTTRIM said that these licencefees would be a source of revenue. The
Government could then see that these men
did their duty, and the State had as much
right to license brokers as to, license auctioneers.
Mr. TouTcHER.-All agents ought to be
licensed.
Mr. OUTTRIM said the Government
compelled a lot of IsmaIl people throughout
the country, such as publicans and tobacco
sellers, to hold a licence, but the men who
did the largest volume of the business done
in the State went scot free. He would re
commend the Premier, after the next election, to bring in a Bill to provide that these
men, who dealt with public business
throughout tbe State, should be licensed, so
that they might be kept In order. Honorable members knew that auctioneers had to
pay a very fiigh licence. Why should auctioneers be singled out? If an auctioneer
offered horses or cattle for sa.1e he had to
enter particulars about them in a book, and
to keen records of the brands, so as to
see that-nothing wrong was done.
Mr. CARLIsLE.-I dOl no1:l think he does

it.
Mr. KEAsT.-He has to do it by law.
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Mr. OUTTRIM said there was no
earthly reason why brokers should not be
licensed.
There were agents about the
country who were selling property, and
taking business out of the hands of licensed
auctioneers, and yet were paying nothing in
the way of a licence..
He thought the
time had arrived when a Bill should be
introduced requiring that all the men who
dealt with the public in the ways he had
referred to should be licensed in exactly
the same way as auctioneers. Might he
ask the Minister of Mines, who he could
see had his eye set on .this spec. selling
business, to give his kind consideration to
this question? He would ask the honorable
gentleman whether spec. selling improved. investment in mining. When one
was going into a claim was it not the
afraid
of?
spec.
seller
one was
When one ought to be receiving the fruits
of his investment, that was the time when
the spec. seller came in and knocked one
out, unless one had a lot of money, a
He
strong back, and great confidence.
would therefore ask the kind assistance of
the Minister in helping a provision of this
sort to pass into law. The only thing that
might lead the honorable gentleman to
speak against these clauses was that he did
not think This was a suitable place in wh~ch
to place spec. selling provisions.
But
spec. selling was as bad as anv gambling he knew of, if not worse. 'It was
unfair to the investor and to all concerned,
and he would ask the consideration of the
Mini.ster for these clauses.
He would
draw the honorable gentleman's attention
particularly to clause (d), providing that
every broker, at the request of the person
for whom he had sold or bought shares,
should permit· such person to inspect the
entry in the shares record book of the account of shares sex sold or bought for such
person. If the honorable gentleman thought
clause (d), or the paragraph with regard to
numbers, would interfere with trade, it
could be omitted, but he (Mr. Outtrim)
could see no reason why the name of the
seller should not be included. If a perron
bought a horse at auction, he had a right
to ask who was the seller. and similarl v,
if one bought scrip, he should have the
right to know who was sefling it, so that
no one could sell scrip without authority.
If a holder of scrip gave instructions to
a broker to sell scrip, what objection could
there be to his name appearing on the salenote? Wfiy should the name of the seller
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be kept back from the man who bought?
If what was now proposed would not put
a stop to the operation of the men who
were carrying on bad practices, the Minister should step in and provide in the
future something that would do that.
Mr. McGREGOR remarked that he
agreed to some ~tent with the statement
that spec. selling waC) not a good thing.
The spec. seller went into the market
and sold when he thought shares, were being
boomed above their value, and if the booming continued he had sometimes to buy
them himself in order to replace the shares
he had sold; and sometimes, without buving himself, to'deliver the shares he had sold
he had to borrow, and might subsequently
find himself in a difficult position. A number of cases were known to nave happened
in which the spec. seller had been compelled to pay a very large amount to free
himseJf from the obligation he was under
to ~nd shares which he could not buy. But
whIle he (Mr. McGregor) agreed with what
th: hc:morable member for Maryborough had
saId In regard to the evil effects of spec.
selling, still the practice had in it some
elements which were beneficial.
One of
these was that sometimes a spec. seller
prevented the booming of shares.
However, the evil was greater tlian the good,
and' shOuld be abolished. But the clauses
of the amenament would not only prevent
spec. selling, but would go very far towards
preventing all kinds of selling. He 3.11ludea particu'larly to the conditions as to
the date and the numbeI1S of the shares.
Supposing a broker received a wire from
Sydney instructing him to sell 1,000 shares.
and he sol_~ them on the market in 50's, it
would be dIfficult to carrv out these conditions. The numbers sent to him were in
bulk, or in thousands, and he would have
to split them up to get the 50's and· that
would entail labour.
'
1\!r. ~. S. B~ILES (Bendigo East). Scnp often has to be split up after it has
been sent for delivery.
Mr. OUTTRIM.·-Lea ve the numbers out.
Mr. McGREGOR said the conditions in
the. ~mendment. were such aJS would prevent
legItImate busmess. He did not believe
that the honorable member who proposed
If the
the amenoment intended that.
framer of these proposals could supply
some amendment which would deal with
spec. selling only, it would receive his
support.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACO,CK observed that he agreed with a good deal that

Gaming

[ASSEMBLY.]

had fallen from the honorable member for
Maryborough.
The honorable member
would recollect that, many years ago, the
honorable member himself brought in a Bill
dealing with this question.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-You and 1.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said the
honorable member and himself were then
members of the same Government.
Mr. GRAHAM.-It was a Brokers Bill.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
that the clauses now proposed seemed to
be out of place .aJltogether in this Bill.
Something was required to be done, because spec. selling was an evil, and had
done an immense amount of harm to legitimate mining; but the question could not be
dealt witf1 in connexion with this Bill. He
felt sorry that this Bill had been loaded
up too much, and the question now under
consideration was absolutely foreign to the
matters tIiat the Bill dealt with. To enable the question to be dealt with properly,
a proper Sharebrokers Licensing Bill was
~anted, on the lines of the measure brought
in by the honorable member for Maryborough. Numbers of the people who were
engaged in this busin~ss, such as legal managers, were really in the position of trustees, and some restriction should be put
upon them. These clauses would not carry
out what the honorable member for Grenyille wanted to effect. Take, for instance,
clause (c), wnich provided tha~ every sharebroker should enter in a book the record
of every sale or purchase of shares made
by him, such record to show certain things,
which were set forth in another part of the
proposals. There would be so much trouble
in tbe working out of these provisions that
the legitima.te sellers would not be able to
carryon their business. The difficultv in
connexion with these proposals was th~t a
greater evil or obstacle in doing legitimate
business might be created. It was certain,
however, that something. must be done, and
he would suggest to the honorable member
for Ballarat West, who had taken up the
proposaTs in £he absence of the honorable
member for Grenville, that the clauses
should not be pressed on in connexion with
this Bil], because thev we.re Quite foreign
to it.
The Government should deal genera 11 y with the question of licensing persons
who were trustN's. and this should be done
in a separate Bill. If these clauses were
carried tfiev would interfere with legitimate
business. Indeed, how would people who
asked a broker to sell for them be able
to carry out these provisions? They would
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not be able to supply the full details, and
the law would then become a dead letter,
as it woula be impossible to carry it out.
It was quite right that records should be
kepi, and that they should be open to inspection; but spec. selling was one of
the most difficult problems to be dealt with
in connexion with the mining industry.
Spec. selling had not been a disadvantage in some cases, for when there had been
a boom beyond the proper value of shares,
spec. sellers had come in and put
things on their proper level. But there
were so many difficulties and problems to
be dealt with in connexion with the matter
that he thought it would be unwise to incorporate such provisions as these in this
Bill at the present stage.
l'vIr. LIVINGSTON remarked that he
also was of opinion that such provisions as
those now proposed would be enfirely out
of place in this Bill..
He thought, however, as mentioned by the honorable member for All~ndale, that the Minister of
Mines might next session bring in a proper
Brokers Bill.
Spec. selling had its
uses as well as Its abuses. It had been
said that spec. selling reduced the value
of a mine.
The honorable member for
Maryborough pointed out a case where the
register of a mine contained, say, 20,000
sha.res, and the spec. seller brought
in another 20,000 shares, which existed only ill his imagination, making the number of shares some 40,000.
I t had been advanced that this was a detriment to the mine, and that it was reducing
the value of the shares, but the value of a
mine depended to a very great extent upon
a man's own particular judgment. A mine
was floated upon certain surface prospects,
or perhaps upon bores or something of that
kind. But those prospects appealed to 'one
man's mind a great deal more than they
might to another. Consequently, one man
might buv into the mine while another person rejected the shares as being practically
useless. If a spec. seller came into the
market and had an idea that there was some
monev to be made out of it, he did not see.
why that individual should not exercise that
right. He imagined the shares were far
tOG high. and so he " spec." -ed them. It
had been ach',anced that eyerv spec. seller
"'as a man of no means and no substance.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-I did not advance that
idea.
Mr. LIVINGSTON said it had been advanced. especiallv outside. but not bv the
honorable member for Maryborough. It
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was called upon to dehver his shares, he
could not do it, and oouJd not pay. If that
did happen, of course certain buyers lost
through the transaction, but there were
many men, on not only the Melbourne, but
other Stock Exchanges, who had " spec. " -ect
very heavily, and if when the time carne
they could not deliver, they had to pay.
MI. OUTTRIM.-Do you advocate a man
selling what he has nQt got?
Mr. LIVINGSTON said it> was done in all
bt:.siness throughOlUt the commercial world.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Then it shows the
immorality of commercialism.
Mr. OUTTRIM (to Mr. Livingston).Show me any case in the commercial world
where they sell over and above what is provided by law, as it is in a mining company.
Mr. LIVINGSTON said cattle were
" spec." -ed every day in the week, and so
vvas wheat, oats, and very nearly every
'Commodity in use at th.e present time.
. Mr. OurTRIM.-And you advocate that
practi~ ?
l\.fr. LIVINGSTON said if the contention of the honorable member for Maryborough was 'oorrect, it simply meant that
if a man wanted to sell a pound of sugar
-he must not indent that sugar, but must
actually have it on his premises before he
sold it. ,
Mr. OUTTRIM.-That is a very different
thing. If you have it indented to you,
you can sell it as much as you like.
Mr. LIVINGSTON said whatever was
in futurity was in doubt. He saw no depreciation in shares py a man " spec." -ing
.them.
Mr. OUTTRIM:.-Have you ever experienced your shares being knocked out by a
spec. seller? I have.
'Mr. LIVINGSTON said he supposed
be had just as extensive a mining experience
as any man in the Chamber.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-And do yelU. like spec.
.selling when it comes to yourself?
Mr. LIVINGSTON said he might have
,lost and he might have won by the opera:tions of the spec. seller, but that had nothing to do'" with the question. Let every
,man please himself.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-And put his hands as
'-deep as he can into 'his neighbour's
pockets?
Mr. LIVINGSTON said a man would be
:-an arrant fool to allow a spec. seller to put
.his hands into his pockets, Especially in
:the case of a mine that was just being
.-started, the shares had no rea] value. If
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the value of a mine was to be based on its
dividend-paying . qualities and resources,
how many mines had them? Probably not
one mine in forty was paying dividends
at the present time. The whole business
was a pure gamble from beginning to end.
He might buy shares in a mine just floated,
because it might be on the supposed line
of reef of another mine which was paying,
and if the spec. seller came in and thought
he could make a pound or two by reducing
the value of th'e shares, that was entirely
his own business, and it was entirely the
business of the man who held shares in the
mine whether he was going to be influenced
by the action of the spec. seller or not.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-That is a lovely
sample of commercial morality. No wonder they want Socialism cutside!
Mr. LIVINGSTON said he did not see
how it would be possible to carry out the
substance of the first schedule proposed by
the honorable member for Grenville. It
required that the name and address of the
person selling the shares should be given.
The honorable member was presuming that
the seller was a- spec. seller, but of what
earthly use was it for a man to write his
name upon the back of the scrip or anywhere else? As for giving the nt:.mbers of
the shares, supposing a man telegraphed to
his broker to sell shares for him, was he
going to telegraph the numbers of the shares
also? That was the objection. raised the
other night by the hooorable member for
Bendigo East. The broker could indicate
or state that he was selling the shares for
somebody else, but what security or advantage would that give? It was absolutely
impossible to give the numbers of the shares.
Brokers should certainly be licensed, and
he trusted that the Minister would go into
the question very carefully before next session, and bring in a Brokers Bill. He would
be very pleased to support it. The one
grea.t trouble in mining-the thing that was
making mining so unpopular to-day with the
outside public-was not spec. selling, but
the quality of the reports from mining managers. What he would do, and he made the
suggestion to the Minister, was to provide
that every mining manager's report to the
directors should be in the form of a statutory declaration. Until that was done, there
would be no satisfaction so far as mining
reports were concerned.
Mr. KIRKWOOD said he was not a
sharebroker, but he knew prettv well what
was gojng on in .the share market, because
most of the scrip that was sold day after
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day came through his hands, or the hands
of other legal managers. He could not
support the proposals of the honorable
member for Grenville as they now stood,
but he was certainly with all the honorable
members who had spoken, and they were
mostly mining men, against spec. selling.
The question, however, arose as to how
spec. sellers were to be found out. When
a man sold shares, he could not be asked
straight out if he was "spec." -ing them,
and if he was asked, he would not tell. One
would have to wait to see if he could get
the shares within the three days stipulated
by the Bendigo Stock Exchange, and he believed by all other exchanges.
'Mr. GRAHAM.-If you make him give
the numbers, you will soon see whether he
is i' spec." -ing them or not.
Mr. KIRKWOOD said he desired to
'show how the proposal of the honorable
member for Grenville with reference to the
numbers of the shares could not be carried
out. There were two numbers on the scrip
-the scrip number and the progressive
number. In his office, in the case of some
companies, the face of the scrip was covered
with progressive numbers, because when
shares became a little bit valuable, the companies began to split [hem up into fives,
tens, twenties, or thirties, and so forth.
There was another objection. He often got
a wire from Western Australia, or South
Australia, or New South Wales, for he had
shareholders in all his companies in those
States, telling him to put so many shares
into the broker's hands to sell. How could
he get the numbers of those snares back in
time to deliver within the prescribed three
d;-tys' period? It was impossible. The way
proposed by the honorable member for
Grenville was not the way to stop spec. selling at all. Let the Minister of Mines, or
some one else, bring in a Brokers Bill to
deal with the question and settle it. Another objection to these new clauses was that
they classified a lot of respectable men as
gamblers. They had no right to be put
jnto a Gaming Suppression Bill at all.
They would affect respectabie men who had
been at the business all their lives-men
that could be depended upon, and that
would 110t rob one of a shilling. On the
Bendigo Stock Exchange, over a million
shares were sold in the fast seven months.
He had received the following information
from the secretary of that exchange:-
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It went on to say that there had never been

a single dispute about shares. The honorable member for Bendigo East stated the
other- night that there had been only one
dispute at Bendigo between two brokers,
and that was only a dispute 'as to an
an10unt of money, or something of that
kind. The honorable member gave ample
reason in the very good statement he made
why this proposal should not be carrjed,
and there was no one better able to deal
with it than the honorable member, for he
had been a mining reporter for five years,
and thoroughly understood the matter. He
agreed with the honorable member that this
was not the proper Bill to place this proposal in. He (Mr. Kirkwood\ thought that
spec. selling should be stopped. The Bendigo Stock Exchange made provisjon for
the matter in their rules. There were two
classes of men associated with the selling
of shares in Bendigo, namely, the members
of the Exchange and those outside, who
did as large a business as the members.
The proposal of the' honorable member for
Grenville went too far altogether, though
it would not meet the case of mining directors who went to mines and slept on them.
Such a proposal as this should not appear
in the Gaming Suppression Bill, for there
were respecta.ble men dealing in shares, and
if this proposal was incorporatep in the
Bill it would make it appear that those
men were gamblers, when they did not attempt to gamble at all. The Minister of
Mines intended to introduce an amending
Mines Bill, and this proposal could be submitted on that measure.
Mr. McLEOD said he had two or three
reasons for opposing this proposal. In the
first place, this was not the Bill in which
the proposal should be introduced. As he
had intimated' last session, he had gone
into the matter carefully, and came to the
conclusion that the matter should be dealt
with in a Bill amending the Companies Act
or in a Bill dealing with brokers. The
effect of this proposal would be, possibly,
to kill spec. selling. but most certainly to
kill the regular business of seJling shares.
Nine-tenths of the business was done bv
cablegram or telegram. The business i~
connexion with other States and other countries was done in that wav. and it would
be impossible to telegI1a.ph- -the particulars
required by the amendment.
He might
give an illustration. He was trustee in an
Total number of shares sold on 'Change from
1st February, IC)06, to loth November, '1C)06, and estate that held a large number of shares,
recorded in the books of the Exchange- and they had to be sold. Thev were shares
l,07~,qo, representing i1S0,408.
of a character that, if put on the market,
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would run the market down. The trustees
intimated to three brokers. that they (the
trustees) had a certain number of shares
for sale, and indicated that thev would be
prepared to sell them. at a ce;tain price.
One of the brokers plated the shares, and
telegraphed that he had sold a certain number at a certain price. The shares were not
handed' to the brokers, but were placed in
a bank, and the broker had to pay the
money into the bank, but did not see the
shares. That was how nine-tenths of the
business was done. The principle of the
new clauses w,as vicious, because they
would kill all legitimate business in share
selling. Everyone who wanted to sell
shares would have to go to a broker and
give him a list of the shares. It would be
impracticable, if the new clauses were
·passed, to carry on business in share selling
with London and other countries.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-What is to prevent
you from providing that the transaction
shall be a legitimate one, no matter where
the telegram comes from?
Mr. McLEOD said it could not be
known whether the man who telegraphed
had the shares. A great deal more was
made of spec. selling than ",,~a5 justified by
the. facts. The real danger to mining was
due to men who bought and sold in a legitimate way. The least change in the appearance of a mine caused same nervous illdividuals to sell their shares at once, and
there were others who, when they saw a
speck .of gold, rushed on the market to buy.
The real danger was caused by men who
held shares in a mine rushing on to the
market and selling when anything of the
slightest disadvantage appeared.
They
brought down the shares. Spec. selling, as
he understood it, meant that the people who
dealt in the shares had not got the shares.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-But you do not uphold
spec. selling?
Mr. l\JcLEOD.-Certainlu not. He was
most anxious to do what he could to stop
. it. but he would not stop it at the expense
of killing legitimate dealing irt shares,
which this nroposa.I would do'Mr. ANSTEY.--You can easily make
amendments in these new clauses.
Mr. l\·icLEOD said it would be necessary to wipe out the whole of them. and
commence afresh. The matter should be
dealt with in a Bill amendinO" the Companies Act. or in a Brokers Bill.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Do these clauses propose
to punish what is unlawful?
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Mr. McLEOD s·arid they proposed to
surround with difficulties that which was
now lawful. An amendment of the Companies Act would have to be undertaken
very soon, and this matter could then be
dealt with .
• Mr. TOUTCHER said he agreed with
previous speakers in their desire to suppress
the evil of spec. selling, but, at the same
time, he agreed with the Minister of Mines
that it was impossible to deal with the
question in this Bill. An industry of) such
importance as the mining industry should
not be associated with a Gambling Bill.
There were many honest mining investors
who did much to give employment to
miners, and the men who representeo
miners knew very well that, if it were not
for the outlay of capital on the part of
people who were regularly paying calls
into mines. the miners would not be employed. These investors kept cn paying
calls, and sometimes without any prospect
of a return. It was their unbounded faith in
mining ventures that caused them to put
their hands in their pockets. The miners
would not like to see their industry associated with a Gambling Bill.
Mr. ANsTEy.-Where is there anything
in these clauses about the mining industry?
Mr. TOUTCHER said the honorable
member who moved these new clauses dealt
with the mining industry. It would be a
good thing if the Minister of Mines, in a
Bill amending the Companies Act, or a Bin
amending the Mines Act, would try to solve
some o£ the great evils in connexion with
the mining industry, so that something
might be done for that industrv and for
mining investors. The honorable gentleman might deal with the question of having legal managers licensed'.
In;aJ Bill
amending the Companies Act all agents
and people who held positions of trust, and
handled other people's money, should have
same recognised mark in the community,
and should be called upon to pav a licencefee, that would be a gua.rantee of good
faith to those doing business with them.
Mr. GAUNSON remarked that it had
been asserted bv the honorable member for
Maryborough that spec. selling was contrary to law. If that view were really
correct po one codd properly sav this was
not a Bill in which to seek to' pointedly
punish the practice.
I t was therefore
with a view' of endeavouring to settle that'
vexed question that he put the question to
the Minister of Mines when the honorable
gentleman was addressing the Chamber as
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to whether these proposals were to punish
what was unlawful now or only to penalize
what was now lawful. The view of the
honorable gentleman was that it was proposed to penalize what was now quite lawful. If that was the case he (Mr_ Gat.nson)
thought honorable members ought to look
at the matter from quite a different
stand-point from the view that obtained
amongst some honorable members. A former Minister of Mines, whose opinion was
entitled to considerable weight, not only
<lenounced spec. selling 3.S being hurtful to
mining, but also stated that in his opinion
it was utterly contrary to law. When he
(Mr. Gaunson) spoke on the second reading of the Bill he quoted from Rowntree,
which was introduced to honorable members by the Chief Secretary, and he read
a. passage which described the proceedings
on the Stock Exchange as contrary to the
law. Since then he had looked up a beok
which he ventured to consider was a
sterling a!lthority on the subject, and the
result of his study was that spec. selling, as
he understood it-that was to say, that
persons sold cr undertook to deliver scrip
which was not in the possession of the
sel1er at the time of the bargain, all that
in the long run taking place being that the
seller settled the differences in the price
at the time of the settling day-was according to the English authorities, by which
honorable members were bound, not illegal
at all. He thought what must be regarded
as the leading case on the subject was
Thacker v. Hardy, 4 Queen's Bench
Division. He inten"ded to quote frem The
Law Rc!ating to Betting, . Time Bargains,
and Gaming, edited by Stutfield.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-A time bargain may not
be spec. selling.
Mr. GAUNSON .-Let honorable members take what was universallvaccepted as
the true meaning of the term -spec. selling.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-I may have a time bargain with yeu, and I may lodge the scrip.
Spec. selling is a transaction where the
'persons have not got the scrip.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).Having bought an time, yOU do not get
the scrip until the money is paid.
Mr. GAUNSON said he understood the
honorable memher for Maryborough to say
'spec. selling included the case of a
person selling a certain interest in a mine
'represented hy scrip representin~ certain
, shares when he had not got the scnp at the
,time. Say a person undertook to sell 1,000
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shares in a mine called the New Mooo
Quartz Mining Company, and he did not
have a single scrip in his possession.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-Nor authority to sell
from anybody else.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Nor authority to sell
from anybody else. Honorable members
must forgive him if, in his ignorance of
mining matters and the nomenclature of
the mines, he selected something which
looked like some mine which existed. Let
the mine be called by whatever name honorable members chose. Some people called
the system he had just described time bargains. He would qr.ote the judgment of
two of the ablest Judges of England who
had ever sat on a judgment seat. Hundreds of Judges had come and gone, and
had left no traces behind them of having
ever been worthy of the name of Judges,
but that could not be said of these two
Judges.
Mr. BENT.-Why do not yOU give us the
case of Billy Jones against all Bendigo?
Mr. GAUNSON said the Premier was
coming nearer home.
Thacker v. Hardy
was reported in what was known to
lawyers as the Law Reports of England.
In The Law Relating to Betting, Time
Bargains, and Gaming, Stutfield, the
editor, who was a barrister himself, arrived
at the following conclusion:It does not seem that a time bargain in the
proper sense of the term, i.e. a contract for
the future delivery of something the amount
or value of which cannot be ascertained is in the
nature of a wager.
Thus, as put by Bramwell
and Cotton, L.j.J., the sale of next year's apple
crop would be a good contract.

The Judges in the case were reported as
having saidWhat are called time bargains are in effect
the result of two distinct and perf.ectly legal
bargains, namely-(x) a bargain to buy or sell;
(2) a subsequent bargain that the first shall not
be carried through, and it is only when the first
is entered into upon the understanding that it
is not to be carried out that you get a time bargain in the sense of an unenforceable bargain.

That was to say, when the parties at the
time of the original bargain came to the
arrangement, one party could not compel
the other to deliver 100 or 1,000 shares,
as the case might be, but all that the seller
could be compelled to do was to give the
market price on those 1,000 shares. That
was an enforceable bargain, because it was
a time bargain.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-Suppose I make an
arrangement with you as a broker, and I
sell shares to you with an understanding
that they are not to be delivered to you?
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Mr. GAUNSON said that was illegal;
that was a w.ager. When he said "illegal"
perhaps he ought to be careful, because an
illegal act was puni~hable by law.
He
only used the term in the sense that the
bargain could not be enforced, but in the
technical sense "illegal" meant that both
parties to the agreement could be sent to
" chokee."
Mr. OUTTRIM.-That is if they are
found out.
M.r. GAUNSON said that in a more recent
case in the Court of Sessions in Scotland,
where the law in this respect was practically the same as in England-the case of
Shaw v. The Caledonian Railway Com-

pany---;
Mr. OUTTRIM.-You have not given us
the other case yet.
Mr. GAUNSON said he had not given
the facts of that case.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-You have given us the
decision, but you have not said what the
case w.a..s.
Mr. GAUNSON saiCI that if the honorable member would send for the Law R eports, 4 Q.B.D., he would go into the
whole of the facts, but it would take him
until 8 or 9 o'clock.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-I was discussing spec.
selling.
You have now .given us a
decision on a case, and I simply ask you
to state the facts of that case, so as to
enable us to judge whether it was spec.
selling or not.
Mr. GAUNSON said he could not give
the facts, because he did not have the report before him.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-Are you certain that it
is a case of spec. s~lling?
Mr. GAUNSON said he thought it was,
in the sense in which the honorable member
understood the term, namelY, that the person selling did not have the shares, or what
the lawyers called the indicia representing
the property .. SUP120se a man sold a future
orange crop-Mr. McGREGOR.-That is selling on
time.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Yes.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-Under the Stock Exchange rules the scrip must be delivered
within three days. There is no delivery in
selling an orange crop .
. Mr. 'GAUNSON said he would suppose
John Jones, a wealthy man, entered into
an agreement with a man named Robertson,
and tmdertook to sell to Robertson the
orchard crop belonging to a man named
Smith. John Jooes had no authority from
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Smith, and he did not own a single tree
in the orchard, but he undertook to sell to
Robertson Smith's orange crop.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-When does he give deliverv?
M~. GA UNSON said he would give delivery within the time stipulated by the
contract, whether it was three months or
three years hence.
lUr. OUTTRIM.-Whether he has authoritlor not?
Mr. GAUNSON said he was taking an
extreme case. Surely that was spec. sell~
ing of the most pronounced character.
Mr. ANSTEY.-No, it is not. There is
no delivery.
Mr. GAUNSON said that if John Jones
did not deliver at the stipulated time he
would have to pay damages.
If a man
said, "I will purchase your apple crop, '.7
and it turned out that the crop was a frost,
the buyer would have to take his chance.
There were frequent cases in America of
that kind.
He remembered one case in
particular of a most extraordinary kind.
The Courts followed one another up and'
down. First it was decided that the man
who purchased had to pay. Then it was
decided that the man who purchased did
not have to pay, and so the thing w'ent on
from one Couif to another, but it was
f:nally decided. that it was a perfectly legitImate. trans~ctIon, and that men must keep
to their contracts whatever they were.
,
Mr. OUTTRIM.-Suppose a man specs.
shares, and he has no money. He specs.
to the extent of £500 or £600, and cannot
make delivery. What is to be done in th:at
case?
Mr. GAUNSON said he wished to reaCt
a passage from the judgment of Lord
Shand in the case of Shaw v. The Caledonian Railway Company. His lordship
saidIf it appears clearly that the contracts nnd
the dealings between the parties were for differences only-.
.

Mr. McBRIDE.-That is ~hat we want
explained-the difference between spec.
selling and selling for a rise.
Mr. GAUNSON said that where .a man
sold I,OOO shares to be delivered at a ~~
tain date, and where it was bargained between the parties that the seller was not
really to deliver the shares, but had merely
to pay the difference between the price on
the date of the intended delivery and the
price on the date of actual sale, then that
'Was a time bargain ..
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Mr. McBRIDE.-Do you say that that is
illegal?
~lr.
GAUNSON said the honorable
member had got the notion from something
which he (Mr. Gaunson) had s.aid that SUCh
a contract was illegal, but the part of Stutfield which was headed, "Transactions on
the Stock Exchange," showed clearly that
that kind of transaction was not what was
carried on upon the Stock Exchan.ge---.that
on the Stock Exchange the bargall1s were
always genuine and never fictitious. Lord
Shand saidIf it appears clearly that the contracts and
dealings between the parties were for differences
only, and were not intended in any sense to be
real trans:lctions and were not in effect real
transactions, then they must be regarded as
gambling transactions.

Mr. OUTTRIM.-That is not the case in
spec. selling, because in spec. selling there
is no such underst.anding.
The scrip is
supposed to be delivered within three days,
and it need not appear that it is a case cf
spec. selling. What I want to know is
whether spec. selling is legal or illegal?
Mr. GAUNSON said he thought it was
legal. Of course, he might be quite wrong
in his view.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-I know that you know a.
great deal more than I do of the law, and
that is why I ask.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was not so
shallow as to pretend to more know ledge than
other hcnorable members possessed, but he
tried to follow the course of legislation,
and to see what was intended, and what
result might flow from that legislation.
It was that feeling which had caused him
to put a question quietly to the Minister of
Mines as to whether this proposed legislation was intended to punishl what was now
unlawful or to penalize what was now lawful. The answer was that the honorable
member was penalizing what was now perfectlv lawful.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-I do not think the Minister said that " spec." selling was lawful.
Mr. McLEoD.-I do not understand that
it is unlawful at present.
Mr. GAUNSON said that, at a:ll events,
he had uot misinterpreted the answer. He
did not propose for one moment to argue
that the honorable member for Maryborough
was wrong in his view.
l\fr. OUTTRIM.-There is just one question. What position does the man stand
in who has (/ spec. "-ed shares, and at the
third day, when he ought to deliver them,
does not deliver them?
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Mr. GAUNSON said that man stood in
the positi<;>I1 of having committed a breach
of contract.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-And if he has nothing?
Mr. GA UNSON said that did not matter. The man had undedaken to deliver
the shares, and had not delivered them,
and had ffierefore broken his contract.
Mr. BENT.-What is the position of the
man wno has listened to this, and votes
against it
But there won't be a division
taken on It.
Mr. WARDE.-He would only be in the
same position as the man who listened to
the discussion last night on which there
was no division.
Mr. GAUNSON said he must ask the
honorable member not to produce his Perzina on this occasion.
Mr. COLECIDN.-What is a Perzina? .
Mr. GAUNSON said he really must protest in a gentle way against these attempts
to throw him off his well-considered speech.
He coula assure honorable members he had
well considered the matter before he spoke.
He had read up his subject in order to be
right up to date, and he had thought he
would help the honorabl'e member for
Grenville if he honestly could.
Mr. BENT.-They tell me you were bamboozling Wilkins all day.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was afraid the
honorable member for ,Collingwood was
bamboozling him. He haa been trying to
wash away a little of the back-waJter of
the Police Commission.
He had quoted
the things which Lord Shand said must be
regarded as gambling transactions.
He
would go on with the quotationIf it appears that any writings which passed
between the parties in the form of sale notes or
otherwise were a mere form intended by both
parties, to give form to the transaction, and to
have no legal effect of any kind, then I do not
think that writings under such circumstances
would take the case out of the rule I have
mentioned.

If a person entered into a form for the
purpose of covering up the real transactIon,
and the real transaction was such as was
mentioned, the law would strip off that
covering and look at the real transaction
between the partiesBut if contracts for the
goods are entered into-

sale of shares or

The succeeding words were italicised, as
they contained the gist of the whole caseBut if contracts for the sale of shares or
goods are entered into so as to create mutual ob-

ligations upon the parties, on the one hand to
give and the other to take delivery, if the obligation is such as can be enforced if either of
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the parties think fit to do so, then I think we
get out of the region of arrangements of mere
differences of the nature of betting or gambling.
If either one or both of the parties may,
as and when he thinks fit, demand or give delivery of stock and ask - payment of the price
under the contract, if that be so as to one of the
parties, then I think the transaction has the
mark or stamp of a r-eal transaction, and is inconsistent with the notion of transaction for
mere differences.

.Mr. C~LECHIN.-That is merely the summ10g up 10 one case.
Mr. GAUNSON said this was a leading
case, following upon the leading case of
Thacker v. HardyFrom the cases to which we are about to
refer, it would appear that in point of fact
transactions on the Stock Exchange never do
take the form of contracts fO'r the mere payment ·of differences.
Thus, in Thacker v.
Hardy, from the remark in Lindley J .'s judgment, at page 689, it seems to have been stated
by wi~nesses that time bargains are' unknown on
the Stock Exchange.

Whether our Stock Exchange was governed
by the same rules that obtained on the Stock
Exchange of London he did not know.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-Is it a fact that they
are illegal?
Mr. GAUNSON said that what was
meant was that, under the universal custom
followed in the old country, there were no
such things as time bargains.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-That is another word for
« spec." selling.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would imagine
it. was one and the same thing, though he
dId not presume to say so positively.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-I don't think there is
any exchange in the world that recognises
« spec." selling..
Mr .. GAUNSON said other honorable
members were more familiar with minin~T
transactions th~n he was, amd they must:
of course, be hstened to by those who, like
himself, had no knowledge in the matter.
They said that enormous sums of money
sometimes passed in business transactions
from bland to hand, or in banking accounts,
in the course of half a day-perhaps
£30,000 Or £100,000.
They had to split
I t.p the scrip and collect it in small parcels.
The honorable member for Bendigo East
was his father confessor in this matter.
The quotation continued-
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Plaintiff knew, as was the fact, that defendant
never intended to accept or make actual de.
livery of the stocks, &c., bought or sold for him.
(4) That defendant took the risk of having to' accept or deliver, &c., hoping that plaintiff would
be able so to arrange matters that nothing but
differences w')uld be payable to or by the defendant.
(5) That otherwise defendant would
ue unable to pay for what was bought or deliver what was sold.
Plaintiff brought an action for indemnity for
what he had been called upon to pay in respect
of these transactions.
This was a case, it will
be poticed, turning on dealings between a
broker and a member of the outside public, and
so differed from Grizewood v. Blane.

The quotation concluded as follows : The judgment of Lindley, J., decided the following points : I. That agreements between buyers and sellers
of stock to pay differences are gaming contracts
within 8 and 9 Viet., c. 109, s. 18.
2. That that section of tlie Statute only af.
f.ects the contract which constitutes the wager.
In this case, plaintiff was bound to enter into the
contract himself as principal. The contract between himself and the real prin.cipal was not a
wager-contract, but an implied contract of indemnity.
3. That an agent is entitled to be indemnified
against all liabilities incurred on behalf of his
principal, unless such were illegal.
4. That the Statute made gaming transactions
void, and not illegal.

As he (Mr. Gaunson) had already explained,
a void contract was one which yoo could
not enforce, while an illegal contract was
not only not enforceable, but the parties to
it could be punis.hed criminally.
5. It had been argued that such gambling
transactions were illegal at Common Law, on
the ground of public policy, relying on Lord
Tenterden's opinion in Bryan v. Lewis. But this
was overruled in Hibblethwaite v. McMorrine.
Besides, it had required a special Act of Parliament to make gambling in the funds illegal,
and that Act was repealed by 23 and 24 Vic. c. 28,
6. He did not infer as a fact that this contract was a contract for differences. The real
nature of the transaction is stated above.

This finished his reference to the celebrated
case of Thacker v. Hardy, and now as he
(Mr. Gaoosan) had contributed his qucta
to a highly interesting discussion, which he
had endeavoured to enliven upon an otherwise dull and uninteresting subject, he
would conclude his remarks.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-Personally, I am much
obliged to you.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was much
obliged to the honorable member for his
The real nature of the agreement in that case
was found by Lindley, T., to have been as fol- courtesy.
Mr. SMITH said the definitjon of spec.
lows :-(1) That defendant was a speculator,
and employed plaintiff, a stock broker, to specu- selling in the clauses submitted by the honlate for him on the Stock Exchange.
(2) De- orable member for Grenville was as folfendant knew that in order to do so plaintiff
would have to enter into contracts to buy or sell lows : -

stocks, &c., and, to protect himself, to make
oth-er contracts to sell or buy respectively. (3)

"Spec. selling" means selling s.hares not held
by the seller or authorized to sell at time of sale.
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A number of honorable members who had
spoken this afternoon had been interested
in mining ventures, and had, in fact, been
connected with them all their li~es, and in
every instance those honorable members had
condemned what was known as spec. selling. The only objection that haa been
raised to the new clauses proposed by the
honorable' member for Grenville was that
this was not an opportune Bill to place
them in. The honorable member for Gippsland South said that all transactions in
shares, particular! y on the mining market,
were more or less of a gambling character,
and it would not be very hard to prove that
that was true, because more gambling took
place in mining scrio on stock exchanges
than in any other class of venture in the
market. The objl:!ct of the new clause was
to prevent the influences brought to bear
by spec. selling on the operations of the
market. It was contended by the members
of the Bendigo Stock Exchange that the
transactions for the past year on that exchange represented a turnover of a million
shares, and that there had been no complaint whatever of improper practices, but
some of the proposals put forward by the
honorable member for Grenville were acl:uall y put in practice now in a modified
form by that exchange, chiefly with regard
to the conditions under which shares were
bought and sold, and the registration of
shares. The chief difficulty he saw related
to the provision in the proposed first schedule stipulating that the day, hour, and
minute when the sale was effected must be
recorded. The members of the stock exchange pointed out to him that the recognised sittings of the exchange were the
morning, noon, and afternoon sittings, and
that the transactions were merely entered
as to the hour at which the sale was tran·sacted. He had seen the books himself.
It w\)uld be quite sufficient if that practice
.was introduced in the schedule with regard
to the sale form or bought nOte. Mining
authorities were at one that the practice
of spec. selling should be legislated for,
~cause, as the honorable member for Allandale said. of the harm it did to legitimate
mining. There was 110 greater authority in
this House on minimr matters, particular! y
with regard to dealing in shares, than the
honorable member for Allandale, and he
would be prepared to take the honorable
member's word as to the harmful or good
effect of any proposal to deal with mining
transactions. The honorable member was
a legal manager in a very large way, and
Mr. Smith.
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consequently matters of this character, particularly the effect of spec. selling, must
Come under the honorable member's notice
almost every day. Personally, he had not
heard of it occurring in the Bendigo Stock
Exchange, except in isolated instances, but
he was given to understand that in other
exchanges it was fairly rampant. When the
honorable member for Allandale, with his
vast experience, confessed that it was harmful to legitimate mining, he felt that it
would be doing a great wrong to the- mining
industry to allow it to continue, even though
Bendigo might be al presenl unaffected.
As one of the representatives of that great
district, he wished to see every hurtful
element eliminated, not only from mining,
but from all conditions of commercial. life_
Therefore, on th.e authority of the statement
of the. honorable member for Allandale, he
felt that he would be voting against the
best interests of mining if ne refused to
assent to the proposal of the honorable member for Grenville. It was true that these
clauses. would have to be modified in some
way to make them workable, because in
their present form they could not be al together applied to the conditions of share
dealing. The honorable member for Eaglehawk referred to the fact that many shares
were bought and sold outside the recognised
members of the stock exchanges. The stock
exchange members were determined t( I
deal, and did deal with any of their
number who were inclined to play
any hanky-panky tricks.
They insisted
that all shares must be delivered on
the third day after the sale, and
if any of the members failed to deliver, they
were dealt 'with summarily by expulsion, or
some other form of punishment. Surely,
therefore, if the members of the stock exchanges were themselves prepared to penalize anv of their number who did not come
up to the standard of honest dealing, there
could be no great objection on the part of
any of them to a proposal to make the la \\"
of the land applicable to such transactions,
and strong enough to deal with those who
offended. At present, no punishment was
provided for men outside the stock ex·changes who dealt in shares and played
tricks of this character. A member of an
exchange could be punished by his exchange,
but a man trading outside was liable to no
penalty at the hands of anybody for such
transactions. It was therefore necessary to
extend the law to bring such men under its
operation, and thus prevent them from
swindling other people. Spec. selling was
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undoubtedly a class of swindling, because
men took a big chance. An unfortunate man
. might go bona fide to an individual and
ask him if he could supply so many shares
in a oertain company.
That individual
would say, "Yes, I will supply them, "
knowing all the time that he would have to
spec. them, and if he was unable to obtain
them, the other man missed, perhaps, a
great opportunity of making a decent rise
in the market, because, as a rule, mining
shares fluctuated very speedily. The shares
of a certain mine mentioned the other
day Qnl the floor of this chamber, in relation
to certain matters, had gone up about ISS.
or 165. in the past fortnight. Let honorable members picture the position of an unfortunate buyer who hoped to receive his
order at the hands of an individual whom
he had trusted, and found that he was dealing with a spec. seller, who could not possibly deliver the scrip. It would not be
very gratifying to him to know that he had
no means of dealing with that individual,
and that he must merely classify him as
one of the sharks to be found on mining exchanges-a spec. seller who had got at
him over a transaction that he had hoped
would come off.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Are you not liable to
that risk in every walk of life-the making
of a contract and the inability of a party to
perform it?
Mr. SMITH said the Minister of Mines
stated that this Bill was not the place to
deal with the question raised by the honorable member for Grenville, but was favorable to its being dealt with either in an
amendment of the Companies Act or in a
Brokers Bill; but surely some reason
should have been shown why this Bill
was not the proper place to insert
these provisions. .If spec. selling was
a gambling transaction, as nearly all honorable members agreed, no more suitable
place could be found to deal with it than a
Gaming Suppression Bill. The honorable
member for Eaglehawk complained that to
deal with spec. selling in this Bill would
classify members of stock exchanges as gamblers, but if they did no spec. selling, there
was no need for them to be so classified,
and if they did go in for spec. selling, it
was a matter of their own choice whether
they were brought under the limitations of
such legislation as this. He would support
the proposals of the honorable member for
Grenville, and he hoped that if their main
principles were agreed to,' their details
would be so altered that they would do no
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injury to legitimate mining ventures, because
no honorable member desired in any way..
to obstruct proper and legitimate investment
in mining shares. As practices had grown
up inimical to the best interests of the mining indust~y, and as spec. selling was one of
those practices, he would be untrue to the
district he had the honour to represent, and
which was chiefly maintained by the mining
industry, if he did not put his foot upon
every foul blot· and every wrong practice
that tended to injure the interests of that
industry.
Mr. GRAHAM said he had had. a good
deal of experience to his cost as an investor,
but not as a buyer and seller of shares, for
many years back, and he agreed with every
word in the new ~rauses brought forward
by the honorable member for Grenville.
This, however, was the wrong place to bring
them in. He was thoroughly in accord
with the Bill introduced some time ago by
the honorable member for Maryborough and
the honorable member for Allandale. A
Bill of that kind was' wanted agaill--a
Brokers Bill to license brokers. He would
also like to see the introduction of a proposal to compel stock exchanges to be open~
so that the press, if not the public, could
get in and see the transactions carried out
there. I t would, however, overload this
Bill to attempt to introduce such provisions
in it, and for that reason he could not support the proposal of the honorable member
for Grenville now. He had a lively experience at the time the corner was worked in
the Duke of York shares. If clauses similar to these had been in force at that time,
it would have been impossible to corner
those shares in the way that was done.
Something must be done,an'o he trusted
that the Minister of Mines would do something during the recess to prepare a Bill
of this kind, and introduce it at the earliest
possible date. He would not for a moment
think of coupling this proposal with the
Gaming Suppression Bill, because there
was no room for it there. I t should be
brought in· in a Bill by itself to license
brokers and to do awav with a lot of those
men of straw woo went about the pavement
in Melbourne selling shares they had not got.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendif(o East).Then why do you deal with them?
Mr; GRAHA'M said he did not deal with
them at all, but. they were fleecing the public there every day. .
Mr. A.' S: BAILES (Bendif(o East).-I f the public will not go to a respeCtable
broker, they must expect to be fleeced. .
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Mr. GRAHAM said unfortunately many
of the respectable brokers went to those men
themselves to get shares. He had known
them send men out on to the pavement to
buy. In any case, it was a waste of time
to discuss the matter on this Bill, and therefore it would be better for the honorable
member for Grenville to withdraw these
clauses, and get a Brokers Bill brought in
to deal with the matter in a comprehensive
way.
Mr. ANSTEY said he did not think it
was a waste of time to discuss the question
of spec. selling on the Gaming Suppression
Bill. It had been introduced for some ten
years, and the time had never been ripe,
never been opportune, the occasion had
never been present when provisions of this
character ought to be dealt with. The honorable member for Goulburn Valley admitted that spec. selling was a great evil,
and that it ought to be dealt with, but no
Government had ever dealt with it, while
private members had very little opportunity
of getting their measures through the Chamber. Therefore, those who believed that it
was an evil, and that if ought to be suppressed, must take whatever time and opportunities presented themselves to deal
with it. An opportunity was presented in
this Bill.
If the Bill was not distinctly
recognised as a measure to deal with gambling, these clauses would have been
promptlv ruled out of order. The Committee were dealing in this Bill with the
question of gaming and the evils that arose
from it, and this was one of the most iniquitous forms of gaming carried on in
this State. All those honorable members
"".ho had spoken, with the exception of the
honorable member for Gippsland South,
had admitted that the evil should' be suppressed; but it had been urged at the same
time that the propositions put forward by
the honorable member for GreI=lville'- were
crude, and would be ineffective in
The honorable member for
operation.
Bendigo West affirmed that the honorable member for Allandale was a gentlt>man of
vast
mining
experience.
The proposals submitted by the honorable
member for Grenville were reallv the same
as those intrcxIuced in 1898 by" the honorahle member for Allandale, and it was
surpnsmg that the honorable member
should have found a reason for denouncing
his own offspring. It was quite evident
that time wrought changes in individuals
and in their opinions. That had certainly
happened on this occasion. It was recog-
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nised that the evil complained of should
be dealt with at some time or other, for
it had been generally condemned. One or
the main arguments put forward against
the propqsal was that as many of th(:"\;c
transactions were dealt with by means of
cablegrams and telegrams, it would be impossible to carry them on, but that difficulty could be got over by introducing a
new sub~clause. It could be provided that it
would be sufficient for a broker to enter up
the number of the scrip when the shares
came to hand. If it were accepted as a fact
that the honorable member for Alhndale
and the honorable member for Maryborough
had had vast experience in mining, were
acquainted with mining conditi,:ms, rlnd
CClflversant with the evil that the new
clauses sought to deal with, it was evident
:hat those clauses were ample fer the purpose. The honorable member for Eaglehawk pointed out that the practice of spec.
selling was considered to be a bad one,
and that the Bendigo Stock Exchange
condemned it; the exchanges did not
permit the iniquity, and they punished
its operation by expelling members who
indulged in it. Those were the views
of that hcnorable member, and he
also stated that there were a number
of men outside the exchanges who carried
on the practice. Then it should certainly
be dealt with in some manner j but it was
said that the time was not opportune, that
it should not be dealt with in this Bill,
and that it was a matter to be dealt with
in a Bill amending the Companies Act, a
Brokers Bill, or an amending Mines Bill.
Whatever the views of honorable members
on the evil, they seemed .to think that this
was not the time to deal with it, but that
it should be dealt with at some other time.
The same thing happened in connexion
with the amending Mines Bill introduced in
19°4. It was then said that the time was
not opportune, and that the question ought
ta be dealt with in a Bill amending the
Companies Act, and it was promised that
such a Bill would be introduced.
That
promise had not been kept, and no attempt had been made. to bring in a Brokers
Bill either. It was also said that an
amending Mines Bill would be introduced,
but that measure was not forthcoming. It
was affirmed that the Bill befO'Ie the Committee was a Gaming Suppression Bill. Of
all forms of gambling spec. selling was the
most iniquitous, in SO far as if depreciated
the honest investor's property.
It was
actually playing with loaded dice, and it
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was nothing but robbery. When men put
bogus shares on the mar ket they depreciated the value of the shares of bona fide
investors, and that could be nothing but
an iniquity. In addition to spec. selling,
there was a system known as the buying of
options or margins.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).That is bad.
Mr. ANSTEY said that in Melbourne,
Ballarat, or Bendigo, a man might bet ten
to one that the shares in a certain mine
would not rise in price at a given date.
Mr. WATT.-Would you stop specUlation
in futures?
Mr. ROBERTSON (to Mr. Anstey).Would you stop transactions on the live
stock market?
Mr. ANSTEY said that as long as the
honorable member was not troubled with
too many live stock it would be all right.
Mr. ROBERTSON.-You are troubled with
ticks.
Mr. ANSTEY said that one of the most
iniquitous forms of speculation was that
of dealing in options OIl" margins, where
a man might speculate by laying ten to
one that certain shares would not rise
within a given time. He might deal in the
shares in the New Loch Fyne, which had
been depressed la-tely.
He might take
them at 3S. 6d., and speculate that they
would rise to 5s. within twenty-one days.
That man was almost cpmpelled, from the
necessity of the situation, to be a mere spec.
seller. He might have a partner who was
also a broker, and they might offer to sell
the shares to each other.
Mr. CARLISLE.-They sell snares for
delivery in three days.
Mr. ANSTEY said it might be for any
number of days agreed upon. That was in
regard to options, but there was no promise" to deliver the shares. This man entered 011 the market with a partner, and
they pTofessed to transfer certain shares.
There might be a man Cn the exchange who
was prepared to sell shares at 25s. each,
but those two men professed to sell to each
other shares they did not possess at perhaps I8s., and deprecia.ted the shares of
the bona fide investor. That was not only
a gamble, but a swindle.
Mr. W ATT.-The same thing takes place
in connexion with produce.
Mr. ANSTEY said that should be dealt
with also.
Mr. WATT.-Would you deal \dth it in
this Bill?
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Mr. ANSTEY said he would. If the
honorable member believed it was an evil
he should move to have it dealt with in
cannexion with this Bill. The honorable
member for Gippsland. South justified
spec. selling, and the honorable member
for Allandale stated that in some cases it
was justifiable. The spec. seller invaria.bly
went upon the market to sell what he did
not" possess, and depreciated the shares.
Mr. LIVINGSToN.-When he does the
shares are above their value.
Mr. ANSTEY said the spec. seller prevented the man who had bought and paid
for shares, alIld was entitled to any legitimate rise in value, from getting the benefits of that rise. The honorable member
for Gippsland South also dealt with wheat
and cattle, and said that the same thing
applied to them. If it were true that men
sold futures in wheat arid gave no note of
delivery, they must depreciate the value of
the wheat on the world's markets, and in
so far as they did that, every such trans'action was a robbery of the actual producers on the soil. The legitimate p'rice
of wheat was regulated by the supply, but
if that supply was increased by the sale
of that which did not exist, the price of
wheat was depreciated, and the owner of
the wheat suffered.
There could be no
class of men who would suffer more by
such transactions than the actual producers
on the soil. He understood that the honorable member for Dandenong sta.ted that
the brands of cattle sold had to be recorded. The honorable member for Benalla
interjected that the law in regard to the
brands of cattle was not complied with.
The law should be rigidly enforced. To
deal with the evil now complained cf there
was no better time than the present. This
spec. selling and dealing in options was
just as much a gamble as the playing of
" two-up." Of all the forms of gambling
dealt with "under the Bill there was no
form more iniquitous than gambling in
shares.
In ordinary gambling en horseracing C'f anything of that kind the gamblers dealt with their own property, and
yet that class of gambling was condemned.
These gamblers put what they possessed
into a common pool and speculated on the
running of horses. That form of gambling
was condemned, .q.nd it was sought to ·suppress it' but the honorable member for
Grenville proposed to deal with a class of
gambling which was much more iniquitous
than that, because it was a gamble in which
men speculated on what they did not
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possess, and in such a manner that they
depreciated the val tie of the property of
the bona fide owner. This was one of the
most important propositions that had been
moved since the Bill had been brought for~
ward, and should be carried.
On the motion of Mr. BENT, progress
was reported.
SOUTH AND EAST MELBOURNE
LANDS BILL.
~lr. BENT moved the second reading of
this Bill. He said-l explained the other
night that the measure is for the purpose
of allowing the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works to sell land opposite the Fire Brigade station to the Eye and
Ear Hospital for the sum of £2,500£1,000 in cash and the balance in ten years,
or sooner, carrying 4 per cent. At the same
time, I said the -Metropolitan Board of
\Vorks would be allowed to buy land for
£4,000 at South Melbourne, where the
stores are, near St. Kilda-road. The sum
of '£1,300 has already been debited to theBoard under their loan. I fully explained
the matter the other evening, and I will not
take up the time of the House any longer.
I am advised that, perhaps, it would be
wise for the measure to be treated as a
public Bill. There may be some points
raised in another place otherwise, and,
therefore, I beg to moveThat this Bill be treated as a public Bill.

Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I would like
to know what principle governs the conversion of private Bills into public Bills, because on two or three occasions I have had
reason to call attention to the matter. Why
was this measure not introduced as a public Bill?
Mr. BENT.-It is introduced as a public
Hill, but I am advised there may be some
technical points raised in another place.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The Premier
says that the Bill has been introduced as a
public Bill. Why does he now move that
it be treated as a public Bill?
The SPEAKE'R.-The measure was
fIuly. introduoed as a public Bill, but on account of certain matters in it referring to
a certain corporation, it might be deemed
to be a private Bill.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I understand
the motion is for the purpose of getting
over that difficulty.
These ex~.amations
should always be made when the Bill is
first brought on.
Mr. WARDE.-I am not sure about the
position. The Premier wants the measure
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to be treated as a public Bill. Supposing
by a technicality arising elsewhere the
measure is classed as a private Bill, will
the result be that the bodies mentioned ill
the Bill will have to pay certain fees,'
and will the effect of the measure being
treated as a public BilI be that the liability
which those bodies would otherwise have
as private institutions will be debited t~
the expenditure of the country? I would
like to know from the Premier if that is so,
and also what is the amount ~nvolved?
Mr. BENT.-I cannot speak till we get
into Committee.
Mr. WARDE.-I think the House ought
to have some information. I do not know
personally, but I believe, from what I am
told, that if a private Bill is passed certain charges in connexion with the measure
have to be borne bv the bodies concerned,
and if the measure becomes a public Bill
the community has to pay for work that is .
being done in the interests of private corporations.
The SPEAKER.-The position is this:
Strictly, according to the law of Parliament, this measure is not either a public
Bill or a private Bill. It is what is called
a hybrid Bill. and these Bills are always
covered by this note, which I will readThis Bill having been introduced on message
appeared to be in order.
It is advisable, however, to consider whether
clause 5, which gives .power for the incorporated
institution called the Eye and Ear Hospital to
buy the land described in the second schedule,
and to hold the same for the purposes of the said
institution, does not make the Bill a private Bill
requiring the suspension of the Standing Orders
relating thereto.
H. H. NEWTON, Clerk Assistant.

It is in order to provide that this Bill, dealing with the Eye and Ear Hospital, which
is really a public institution, shall not be
disposed of in another place on a tt:chnicality that the motion has been moved. It
is invariabl v necessary to cover such a provision with' a motion of this kind.
Mr. "VARDE.-"Vould any question of
fees be involved if it was a private Bill?
The SPEAKER.-If the measure was a
private measure, the fees would have to be
paid by the bodies themselves.
Mr. WARDE.-I want to know the principle in regard to these Crown lands-, Mr. SWINBURNE.-It cannot be a private
Bill dealing with Crown lands.
-The motion' that the' Bill be treated as a
public Bill was agreed to.
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The motion for the second reading of the
Bill was agreed to, and the Bill was read a
second time, and committed.
On clause I, giving the title of the measure,
Mr. PRENDERGAST said, in connexion with Bills of this description, plans
should be circulated. He knew the situation of one of the pieces of land that was
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Mr. PRENDERGAST said he
desire to prevent the passage of
He had no objection to the Bill
the third-reading stage to~night if
see the plan afterwards.
cla~~: ~.lause was agreed to, as

had no
the Bill.
reaching
he could
was also

Discussion took place on clause 3, subclause (3) of which provided that the land
in the city of South Melbourne, wht~n
being dealt with, but he wished to know sold, should be held bv the Metropolitan
where the land was that the Metropolitan Board of Works, and should not be capBoard of Works was to take up.
able of alienation in fee simple or for any
Mr. BENT.-It is where all those stores lesser estate, .and should be used for the
are now, near Dan. White's.
B d
f
h
Mr. PRENDERGAST asked if that was purposes of the oar and or no ot er
purposes.
the site facing St. Kilda-road?
Mr. BENT movedMr. BENT.-No. The site is described
That sub-clause (3) be omitted.
in the first schedule.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the propo. Mr. PRENDERGAST said all Bills of sition in the sub-clause was a very reasonthis description should be accompanied able one.
Mr. BENT.-They are paying full value
with plans and definitions) as was done.
with some Bills. Some honorable members for the land.
.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said th~ did not
would not know where either piece of land
mentioned in the Bill was situated.
He make any difference. He doubted whether
happened ~o know ~he pi~ce of lan.d which they we;e paying full v ClJI ue. It was de~as Opp?Sl~e the FIre Bngade st.atlon, and sirable not to allow a public body to alienIt was oesnable that the extenSIon of the rate land given them for public purposes.
Eye an~ Ear H~pit~l should not be preMr. MACKEy.-But the proceeds must
vented 10 that duectIon. . Therefore, the be held for public purposes.
Board of Work~ was gOIng to another
Mr. PRENDERGAST said if a public
~)ace,. and he dId not know what was the bodv wished to get rid of any land beSItuation of the other place. There was stowed by the State it should come to Paran amount of mdney to change hands-- liament for authority.
The sub-clause
Mr. BENT.-The Eye and Ear Hospital should not be omitted. The power given in
pays £2,5 00 , and with that money the the sub-clause was a power which should
Metropolitan Board of Works is to buy the always be kept ewer Boards and Trusts. He
piece en land from us.
thought the Government should retain the
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it was good sub-clause.
business to get money when possible, but it
Mr. BENT.-Very well.
did not seem to be a good thing to tax an
The amendment was negatived, apd the
.
institution like the Eye .and Ear Hospital clause was agreed to.
to the extent of having to pay this money.
The Bill, halving been gone through, was
He supposed it all came out of the Govern- reported without amendment, and the rement subsidy. The Government subsidized port was adopted.
the Hospital, the Hospital paid the money
PRODUCERS
AND
to· the Board, and the Board would pay it AUSTRALIAN
TRADERS COMPANY LIMITED.
back to the Government.
Mr . GRAY rose to move-Mr. BENT.-It is not like that at all.
That a Setect Committee be appointed to inMr. PRENDERGAST said there was a
quire into and report upon the constitution and
piece of land at the back of the barracks, transactions of the Australian Producers and
on St. Kilda-road, and that was being sold .Traders Company Limited, and to make recomto the Board of Works, while the Board of mendations for the relief of the shareholders and
suppliers or any of them; :.uch Committee to
Works was selling a piece of land oppo- consist
of Mr. Anstey, Mr. Cullen, Mr. Down·
site the Fire Brigade station to. the Eye ward, Mr. Elmslie, and Mr. Hutchinson, with
and Ear Hospital. The plans of the pieces ·power to call for persons, papers, and records,
to move from place to place, to sit on days on
of land ought to appear with the Bill.
which the flouse does not meet, and to report
Mr. BENT.-I will give you a plan to- the minutes of evidence from time to time; three
morrCIW.
to be the quorum.
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He said-I wish to give my reason for ask- some honorable members, especially the
ing this House to agree to the appointment honorable member for Fitzroy, and the honof this Committee. Some eighteen months orable member for the Public Officers, he
ago a movement was inaugurated at Swan had prepared some amendments which he
Hill to form-thought would carry out their ideas-ideas
Mr. BENT.-Will the honorable mem- which he thought would be accepta:ble to a
ber permit me? I have received a paper majority of the House. fie would move
to-day, and I propose to take this matter these amendments after the third reading,
before the Cabinet. Therefore, I would and he mentioned the matter now, so that
feel obliged if the honorable member would honorable members might understand what
There were pracpostpone the motion until next Wednesday. it was intended to do.
I undertake that the Government will do tically two proposals embodied in these
something before Wednesday, and if we amendments. One was that the right which
are not successful in agreeing to that, the it was proposed to give to widows to obhonorable member may then proceed with tain a certain allowance from the estates of
his motion, :and I will afford him an oppor- their husbands who died willing everything
tunity of bringing it on.
awav f.rom their widows should be extended
:Mr. PRENDERGAST.-What is it in refer- tJ the case of a widow who died and
ence to?
willed everything away from her husband.
Mr. BENT.-It is in reference to a dis- In other words:, the widower was to be proputed matter that requires a little con, vided for as well as the widow.
The
sideration. I do not want it stated until· alterations which were made in the Bill
the Government have an opportunity of were entirely verbal, but that was the oblooking i~to it, and I propose to bring it ject which they were intended to carry out.
before the Cabinet on Friday with a view The second provision was one that had been
to a settlement.
pressed on him by the late honorable memMr. GRAY.-I am willing to adopt the ber for Toorak~Mr. Fairbairn-and that
advice of the Premier, and to postpone the was a provision that in .no case should a
motion.
widow or widower receive a greater allowMr. PRENDERGAST.-As this matter ance from an estate than £1,000 per
has now come to the state of publicity, I annum.
Mr. Fairbairn had urged that an
think it would be wise that, before any amendment to that effect should be made,
decision is come to, this House should be and it seemed a reasOnable alteration.
acquainted with it.
.
..
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Irrespec·
Mr. BENT .-Restram your oppOSItIon. tive of the value of the estate?
The honorable member has postponed his
Mr MACKINNON.-Yes. Personally
motion, and you will have full opportunity he w~s not altogether pleased with the proof discussing i!.
.
posal, but there was an apprehensi?n, ~e
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - WIll this understood among some people that If such
motion come before the House again?
an amend~ent were not made, the Court
I hope might give a very large allowance when it
. ~~r. BENT.-It mayor may not.
It WIll not.
.
was undesirable that it should be given.
~1r. PREN.DERGAST. - I certamly The view he took was that in actual practhmk that a pnva,te agreement ought ~ot to tice it would be found that this relief would
be come to on thIS m~tter now that It has be given in the great majority of cases in
estates that were comparatively smallbeen made partly pubhc.
M~. BENT.-None of the facts have been estates of, say, £5,000 or £6,000. People
pubhshe~. . Th.e. honorable member for of great wealth would probably go to the
~wan HIll IS wIllmg .to rostp~)l1e the ~o- trou~le of consu.lting the~r lawyer, and
t1011, and whv do you mterfere: , I shall 111- mak111g settlements by whIch to evade a
fo~ the House of the decISIon of the provision of this kind, but he did not think
Cabmet.
.
that any great harm could be done by in1\1r. PR~NDERGAST.- That wIll do. serting a limit.
He understood that the
The motIon was postponed.
Chief Secretarv also intended to propose
WIDOWS AND YOUNG CHILDREN a new clause, 'which the honorable gentleMAINTENANCE BILL.
man would no doubt move when the time
Mr. MACKINNON moved the third came.
The SPEAKER.-After we pass the
reading of this Bill. He said that in doing
so he would like to say that, in deference third reading of the Bill, I would like the
to the views which had been expressed by honorable member for Prahran to favour

Widows .and Young Cht'ldren [14 NOVEMBER, 1906.]

the House with any arguments he is aware
of in suppart of the proposal that the wife's
estate should be liable for the support of
the husband. It seems to me not to be.
in accordance with the permission given to
introduce the Bill, and it introduces an entirely new principle in law.
The law always has been that the hlusband should
maintain his wife and family according to
his means.
It never was law, and is
not now, that a wife should maintain
her husband during her lifetime, and yet
the honorable member seeks to carry the
matter still further, and to require the
wife's estate to provide for the husband
after her death. I would like the honorable member, if he has any cases. or precedents in support of that proposal, to enlighten the House with respect to them.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-That is
not usually done on the third reading.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member for Prahran has explained to the House
cert.ain amendments which he proposes to
move after the third reading. I want, if
possible, to get the matter cleared up, so
that we may pass the third reading, and
then consider the other question on its
merits.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said
the honorable member for Prahran had
notified the fact that he intended to propose
certain amendments, but he (Mr. Bill son)
thought the Speaker had ruled many times
that he had no know ledge at this stage of
anything that it was intended to propose
afterwards. These amendments were not
yet before the House.
The SPEAKER.-That is not quite so.
The honorable member for Frahran has
been good enough to explain certain amendments which he intends to propose after
the third reading.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Which
he need not have done.
The SPEAKER.-But he has done it.
I am not ruling anything, I am only suggesting to the honorable member that if he
has any arguments or cases or precedents
in support of these amendments I would
like to hear them. I do not wish to take
him unawares and to rule him out of order
when be submits the amendments.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said it
seemed to him that the Speaker was anticipating something which was to be proposed
later on. The honorable member for Prahran had not asked for leave to propose the
amendments, and the Speaker was. not expected to give leave. This ,vas not the time
Session 1906 [101]
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fo discuss the merits or demerits of something which had not yet been proposed,
but which had been merely indicated to the
House. With all due respect to the Chair,
he submitted that such. a discussion at the
present stage was entirely out of order.
The only question now before the House
was the third reading of the Bill.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member mistakes the position.
There is no
discuss:on, and I do not suggest any dis~
cussion. The honorable member· for Prahran, however, has courteously told us that
he is going to propose certain amendments
after the third reading, and, in order that
the honorable member should not be taken
unawares later on, I suggested that he
should, at the proper time, furnish us with
some arguments in support of his proposal.
There is no discussion, and I have. not
given any ruling.
Mr. GAuNsoN.--Will you rule upon the
arguments of the honorable member for
Prahran, or allow other honorable members
to support his arguments?
The SPEAKER.-Not at this stage;
certainly not.
Mr. GAUNSON. -- After the third reading?
The SFEAKER.-A£ter the third reading the whole matter will be open for debate.
Mr.. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said he
t.nderstood the Speaker to ask the honorable member for Prahran to urge reasons
why the amendment was in order, and to
give all the evidence he was in the position
to give to pre.vent something else cccurring.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member misunderstands me.
As an act of
courtesy to the honorable member for
Prahran, I suggested that he might be
readv with arguments when the time came
to bdng them forward.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy). -- I
thought you meant now.
The SPEAKER.-Oh, dear, no.
Mr. MACKINNON remarked that he
thought there was a misapprehension about
the matter.
He had understood that he
would have the opportunity of doing what
he proposed j but the Speaker, out of cour~
tesy to him, and perhaps to the honorable
member for the Public Officers, who was
interesterl very much in this amendment
getting through, and, being a lawyer, would
naturally like to have an opportunitv of
arguing upon the subject, warned him (Mr.
Mackinnon) of the trouble there would be
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about the amendment when it came up.·
He was obliged to the Speaker for having
emphasized the fact.
Mr. WARDE stated that there was one
point he would like to be clear 00. After
the third reading would the suggestion of
the honorable memb..~r·for l'rahran be CGl1sidered on its merjt3?
The SPEAKER.-Yes.
Mr. WARDE said, whether the amendment was in order or not, or approved nt
by the House or not, the third reading
would be disposed of, and if there were no
further additions to the Eill the third reading woul d stand good?
The SPRAKER.-Certainly.
Mr. WARDE said he understood the Bill
wou Id then be sent to another place.
The SPEAKER.--That is right.
The motion was agreed tOl, and the Bill
was then read a third time.
l\fr. MACKIN NON cailed attention to
clause I, providing that the Act might be
cited as the Widows and Young Children
IvIaintenance Act 1905, and movedThat the
" lQ05·"

date

"IC)06"

be substituted for

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. j\fACKINNON called attention to
clause 3, which was as follows : If any person disposes of his nroperty either
wholly or partly by will or codicil in such a
manner that upon hls death his widow or children or any of them are left without sufficient
means for their maintenance and support the
Court may in its discretion if it think fit upon
the application by or on behal f of the widow or
children or any of them order such provision as
to the said Court seems proper havina regard to
all the circumstances of the case to b~ made out
of the estate of such deceased person in or towards the maintenance and support of such
widow or children or any of them.

He movedThat after the word" his" (line I), the words
"or her" be inserted.

He said this was the first part of the
amendment to which the Speaker had asked
that arguments should be directed as to its
relev:lnc~'.
He presumed the Speaker's
trouble was with regard to its relevancy.
The SPEAKER.-Yes.
Mr. l\IACKINNON said standing order
No. 239 providedAny amendment may be made to a. clause,
provided the same be relevant to the subjectmatter of the Bill, or nursuant to any instruction, and be otherwise in conformity with the
rules or orders of the House; but if any amendment shall not be within the title of the Bill, the
Committee shall extend the title accordingly,
and report the same specially to the House.
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He gathered that the Speaker did not consider this amendment relevant to the subject-matter of the Bill. The Speaker had
pointed out very clearly that, while in Victoria, perhaps differing from other countries, we had in our statute law provisions
which made it essential for a man who deserted his wife during his life to make
provision for her and the young children
dependent on him, we had no provisions in
our law which made it necessary for a wife
who went from her husband and children
to provide for them. The fact that such
was the state of our law did not, he would
submit, make this proposal irrelevant. The
Speaker had asked for precedents.
He
(Mr. Mackinnon) thought there were obligations in parts of our statute law for a
woman to support her children. For instance, if the children were in a lunatic
asylum the mother could be called on to
support them; and he thought that, in the
case of divorce, the law was somewhat analogous.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East). And old-age pensions.
Mr. MACKINNON said there was the
same idea in regard to old-age pensions as
to the tie of blood all round. He did not
know whether there had ever been a case
where a man had applied for an old-age
pension, and the Treasurer, on learning
that one of his parents was alive, had come
on the parent for part of the money; but
one could conceive of a man who had had
a child at the age of twenty arriving at
the age of eighty-five, and his sixty-five
year old son applying for a pension, and
the Treasurer insisting on the father paying.
Mr. BENT.-I would not care whether it
was the father or the mother.
lHr. MACKINNON said the Treasurer
would not care so long rug he got the money.
He (Mr. :Mackinnon) thought he was speaking correctly when, in regard to the divorce jurisdiction, he said there was a somewhat analogous state of facts. Where a
wife was guilty of adultery, or some other
cause for divorce, and she had settlements,
those settlements could be opened up in
favour of the husband. He believed that
had been done in our own Courts, and very
justl y so, too. That s~emed to be a somewhat similar case. He could not see that
the fact that there had been a difference in
our law made this proposal an irrelevant
one. It seemed that it was straining the
meaning of the word " relevancy " to a very
great degree to say that this was an irrele-
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vant proposal. Although the law with regard to these two classes of persons might
be different during their life, yet the main
object of the provision in each case was
identical, and that was that the relationship which had been created by the fact of
marriage should bring with it an obligation
on the person who had been ,31 party to it,
and who left property, at his or her death
to provide for the surviving partner of the
maTriage tie. The Chief Secretary had also
just pointed out to him that in the N eglected Children Act there was an obligation on parents. He believed those obligations were found right through that Act.
The PMt of the amendment which would
enforce on the widow the necessity to provide for her children could certainly not be
considered irrelevant.
That was to say
that the widow who left a fortune should
not be able to will her property away from
her children. That provision of the amendment, in that respect, was oertainly relevant
to the existing law. As the Chief Secretatt'y had pointed out to him, there was now,
during the life of a neglected child, an
obligation on both the parents to provide
for the maintenance of the child. Under
those circuIThStances, he would submit that
his amendment was relevant to the Bill,
and that the amendment should be ruled
in order.
The SPEAKER.-That is all very well
so far as the children are concerned. The
Bill is intended to provide for young children, and what I object to is the provision
with regard to the husband.
Mr. GAUNSON observed that he thought
the House was to be congratulated upon
the fact that the Speaker took such a keen
interest in the Bills that were brought under
the purview of Parliament, and, whafever
the Speaker's ruling might 'be, the House
would cordially acoept it.
It was to be
sincerely hoped, however, that the ruling
would not be in the nature of a limitation
of the right that the Legislature had to deal
with any contemplated chamges in the law.
He WQuld be glad to have the Marriage
.Act in front of him for the purpose of
seeing what the rights of the children might
be as against the woman. He had a specific idea that, at all events, the husband
could be called upon to support the children of the marriage who were of a nonearning age.
Our divoIUe law and its concomitant adjuncts, the general law of maintenance in respect of the children of the
marriage as agamst the father, was pa.ssed
in about the year 1857. At the time of the
[101]-2 .
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passing of that law the principle was that
the wife could own nothing. Therefore, if
there was no -'p(ovi.sion ,in the old law
compelling the wife, when she became a
widow, to keep the children who were under
the age of twenty-one years, or whatever
the limiting iCl,ge might be, it was because
of the principle that the wife could own
nothing, and the common-sense view was
that, as the wife owned nothing, she could
not be compelled to pay.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy). - The
wife was the property of the husband.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Yes. The old marriage ceremony was pretty well right "With all my worldly goods I thee endow." But the law was altered, and the
law now practically was that the wife could
tum round to the husband and say,
" What's yours is mine, and what's mine is
my own." There had been ·aJ vast change
in the principle of the law. What was the
Bill designed to do? Here, in passing, he
might be permitted to say that he. owed his
thanks to the honorable member for Prahran for having, in a most unmistakable way,
redeemed the promise he hald made to him
(Mr. Gaunson) in connexion with the Billthat he WQuld gee how far the projected
amendments might be dovetailed in with
the general tenor of the Bill.
What was
the language of the title of the Bill? The
title was " A Bill to provide for the m.aintenance of the widows and young children
of deceased persons." The Speaker would
seea.t once, with the critical legal eye, that
that was not a correct statement of the position.
The Bill was to provide for the
maintenance of the widows and young children of deceased testators, and, no doubt,
of persons who had not made a will, so
that, if they had malde a will or not, it
contemplateci what could not be done, whatever the principle of the law might be.
Unless this Bill was passed, the honorable
member for Prabran could not bring about
that contemplated change in the law. He
could not compel-the term was not quite
accurate-a deceased husband to keep his
widow or his children if he chose to
give his property away to any woman
that he had lived with, or to any
volunteer,
whoever
that
might be.
He might give it to the church or to the
SaJvation Army, or any other body he
chose. What he (Mr. Gaunson) desired to
urge very impressively on the Speaker was
this: Whatever the principle of law was
now, was it not a fact that it was a change
in the law that was being contemplated by

•
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this B i It? He did not speak of the honorable member's intended proposal at all, but
was it not indisputable that, without this
proposed change in the law, the property
of the deceased husband could not be made
liable for the maintenamce of his widow
and his younger children? He thought
that went without dispute, and if that were
so how could it be said to be irrelevant or
fo~eign to the subject-matter of the
Bill to extend the liability beyond the deceased husband to the deceased wife? They
were dealing with deceased persons who
had utterly failed to perform their duty
'to those who were left surviving them, and
how could it be sa,id that it was irrelevant
to the subject-matter of the Bill if, wh.en
they were saying by the measure that the
deceased hushands should, although they
were dead, be made, through their estates,
to do their duty, they should also go on to
say that deceased wives should also be
made to do their dutv by those they had
left surviving them? It booted not to say
that this was a new principle. It was a
new principle which they were now introducing in making the widow and the young
children supportable out of the estate of
the deceased husband. That was an entirely new principle of law,_ which co~ld
not be dealt with except by Act of Parhament. Apart from these consid~rations, . he
would like to draw the Speaker s 3JttentlOn
to another point. Aflter ~ll, he (l\~r. Gaunson) liked the old Enghsh practIce. He
much preferred it to the new-fangled notions which now prevailed in the House of
Commons. Lord preserve them from some
bf the rules which obtained in the British
'House of Commons at the present day'.
What they were entitled to bv the Constitution was the rules, the practices, and
usages of the Rritish House of Commo~s
at the time of the granting of the ConstItution Act. Now, in the loth edition of
Mal'. page 466, it was stated'When the Dill as amended bv the Committee is considered the entire Rill is open to consideration and new clauses may be added and
amendment made. According to former usage-

and this he (Mr. Gaunson) said ,y~s. the
usage in this countrv. Unless a pOSItIvely
similar standing order to the one he was
about to (Juote could be brought forward,
he contended that the former usage ref.erred to here was their usage at the present daythe amendments might be wholly irrelevant to
This' vicious
the subject,matter of the Bill.
pract;ce was-Mr. Gaunson.
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He (Mr. Gaunson) would ask the Speaker
not to be misled by the use of the word
" vicious" in this 'extract. They were at
liberty to retain their vices here, and must
retain their vices with their Koodnesses, unless the practice ,vas altered by their stand·
ing ordersin 1888 rendered impossible by standing order
No. 41, which prescribes that no ~men~ment ~ay
be proposed to a Bill on conSideratIon whIch
could not have been proppsed in Committee without an instruction from the House.

WhX, these amendments were proposed, in
Committee, and would have been earned
but that the honorable and learned member for Prahran suggested that he would
require time to comnder the matter,. and
see how far they would impinge upon the
general tenor of the Bill-how t~r he could
dovetail them in and put them mto proper
He believed the h~n
legal language.
orable member for Prahran would lJe qUIte
free to admit that the amendments would
have been carried if they had been put in
Committee. The honorable member for
Prahran having considered the matter thoroughly, now proposed to mo:ve these amen?ments after the third readmg of the BIll
had been passed, and when the whole Bill
was open. He (Mr. Gaunsont tru~ted that
the Speaker, unless he was unmIstakably
firm and unsh<llkable in his opinion upon
the question, would not give a ruling which
would be illiberal in its tendency-that was
to say, would not liberalize the rights of
this House to make the best improvements
It possibly could in the general law affecting testators' propertv or the propertv of
deceased persons generally. He did not
wish to say anything more. If the Speaker
ruled ag<llinst him he would be sorry, but
obedient. However, having referred to all
those principles which he thought underlay
the great functions which Parliament had
to p~rform, he trusted that, i? the interests
both of. the widow and the WIdower-treating them both alike, without fear and wit?out affection-the Speaker would rule ill
such a way as to permit the. amendments
to go through without objection from the
Chair.
The SPEAKER.-I never doubted for
a moment the power of the House to pass
such laws as would be contained in these
amendments, but my dutv here is to maintain the practice of Parliament, and to see
that everything is done in proper form. I
have considered the amendments now prod the y do
posed to be .ad de d to t he B'll
.1 , an
not seem to me to be stnctI'.: relevant to
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the sl\bject of the Bill. The House gave
leave for the introduction of a Bill to continue after his death the support which a
man was bound to give to his wife and
young children during his life. It ~as
always been the law that a man must mamtain his wife and f1amil y according to his
means. It never was the law that a woman
was obliged to maintain her husband during her life; and the proposed amendments
seek to introduce a· new principle that she
should provide for her husband after h~r
death, if she has the means to do so. Thls
principle was not debated at any of the
stages of the Bill, and I must rule the
amendments out of order. If the honorable
member in charge of the Bill desires to see
the amendments he proposes carried into
law, his proper course is to withdraw the
Bill and re-introduce it. Of course, he
need not do that as rega,rds the Bill originally introduced, but this is a new principle
which, I think, is irrelevant to the Bill,
and. thJerefore, I rule it out of order. I
may say this in addition-that, if the
amendments had only related to young
children, I do not think I would have ruled
as I have done with regard to the matter.
I t is the amendment with respect to the
husband that I consider completely OLt of
order.
Mr. MACKINNON said he did not
know what the alteration just suggested by
the Speaker would be worth. It would
certainly go some way, as it would give
considerable relief in many cases if widows
were prevented fr9m willing their properties away from the young children, and
would cover some of the ground. It would
not, however, cover anything like the whole
of the ground, and the position he (Mr.
Mackinnon) was in was this: He felt that
he had given an undertaking to honorable
members who had pressed this matter. So
far as withdrawinz the Bill and introducing a new Bill was concerned, he
thought that would be absurd, because
there was no chance of his being able to do
anything with a new Bill in the present
Parliament. He was very reluctant to
withdraw the Bill, and, as the Government
bad given him every facilitv "vith ,regard to
the measure, he would ask them to give
him an opportunify of making, at anv rate,
the amendment which the Speaker had suggested might be made. He could not do
that off-hand now-he referred to providing :ftor the case of the children. He
thought it would be almost impossible to
propose such an amendment without look-

.J
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ing into the matter very carefully, but if
the Government would give him ·an opportunity of going on with the Bill, subject to
the approval of the honorable members who
had raised this question, he would be glad
to do so. Although he was very keen to
get the Bill passed through. he would not
endeavour to press it, even if the majority
of the House wished it, in any shape that
would involve him in a breach of faith with
the honorable members who had urged
these views.
If the Bill was postponed,
sa y, until this da y fortnight, he would
probably have an opportwlity of making
some arrangement with the Government
with regard to the matter.
He did not
want to lose the Bill, and he was afraid
that if he had to withdraw it and commence de novo, there would be absolutely
no chance of getting what he considered
to be a verv important reform that wa::;
already embodied in the Bill, passed
through this session.
Mr. GAUNSON said that by leave he
would like to ask the Speaker - this question -- Suppose the Bill passed the
Assembly in its present form and the
amendments desired were inserted by the
Council, would the Speaker rule them out
of order?
The SPEAKER.~When such amendments come before me I will give my ruling
on that Doint.
Mr. GAUNSON said that perhaps the
Government might see their way to getting
these amendments inserted, if possible, in
another Chamber.
Mr. PRENDERGAST stated that he
felt very sorry at the catastrophe which
had overtaken this measure.
It was at
!he suggestion of the honorable member for
the Public Officers, of, himself (Mr. Prendergast), and of several other honorable
members that the amendments referred to
were projected in the Bill, and it was on
that accolIDt that the Bill was delayed in its
passage the last time it was before the House.
At almost every stage at which the Bill
had been debated the amendments that had
now been brought up, and through which
the Bill had been ruled out of order, were
suggested, and consideration of the Bill
was postponed on the last occasion for the
purpose of seeing whether those amend·
ments could not be embodied in it.
The SPEAKER.-The Bill has passed
its third reading, and may still be transmitted to another place.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he still felt
the necessity of extending the Bill in the
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direction indicated by the amendments, .and
perhaps it would be better to withdraw it
in order to introduce a new ;Bill. Facilities could be given in that direction.
The SPEAKER.-If the honorable
member withdraws the Bill, I do not think
he can bring in a new Bill this session on
the same subject.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - Why not?
The Bill would not have been finally dealt
with.
The SPEAKER.-Of course, if the Bill
was not finally disposed of, it might be
withdrawn and a new Bill introduced.
Mr. J. W. BILLS ON (Fitzroy).-It would
be a new Bill if it embodied a new principle.
The SPEAKER.-It would be a new
Bill, but the honorable member would have
to obtain leave to introduce a new Bill embodying these provisions.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the first
stage was the obtaining of leave to int'roduce
a Bill, and the first reading, ;and after that
it was possible for every other stage to be
taken on the one day, if no amendments
were made. At a later period of the session it might even be treated as a matter
of urgency, and put through all stages at
the one sitting. An opportunitv should be
given by the Government for the passage
of the Bill, because the first principle involved in it, that widows and children
should have the right to share in estates,
was a very good one, and the equity of the
matter showed that the widower should also
be entitl'ed.
On several occasions, when
amendments to provide for the widower
were offered bv the honorable member for
the Public Officers and others, the honorable member for Prahran pointed out that
if those amendments were accepted the Bill
would probably not have such an easy passage through another place as it would in
its present form. If the Premier gave an
opportunity to facilitate the passage of the
Bill in the way he had suggested it would
not be wasting the time of the House, while
the passage of the Bill in a complete form,
~bodying the amendments now in questlOn, would create a very good precedent
that would be a refreshing departure from
the old law that had existed up to the present.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
for P'rahran was aware that he had afforded
every facility to help the honorable member with the Bill. He fancied there would
be an opportunity of doing what the leader
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of the Opposition suggested, because he
proposed very shortly to ask that the House
should meet every day in the week except
Sunday.
There were only two ways in
which he could get on with business. The
first was to obtain the closure, but that
might take some time, and the other plan
would be to sit every day in the week. If
that alternative was adopted, it would
afford every facility to the honorable member for Prahran to get on with the Bill.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said he
wished to suggest to honorable members
having private members' business on the
notice-paper, seeing that the Bill had gone
through so many stages, and nearly every
honorable member was in favour of it with
the amendments now objected to, that they
should consent to give it precedence over
their own business, so that it might be put
through in two or three nights. He thought
the honorable member for Prahran would
have no difficulty in inducing those honorable members who had business on the
paper to forego their rights in the circum.stances, and if that were done the honorable member could withdraw the Bill and
introduce a new one. This would be much
more satisfactory than to pass the Bill in
its present form without the amendments.
The SPEAKER.-Of course, this dis,
cussion is highly irregular, because there is
nothing before the Chair, but, in order to
get over a difficulty, I have allowed what
is an irregular debate to go on.
Mr. MACKINNON said he desired
leave to continue the irregularity long
enough to state that the honorable member for Fitzroy and the hbnorable and
learned member for the Public Officers were
willing to allow the Bill to go through
without these amendments. Those honorable members represented to a large extent
those who felt most strongly a.bout including the case of the widower. An endeavour would then be made in another place
to get the alteration made, although he did
not know what prospect of success there
would be there. He was verv much obliged
indeed to the honorable and learned member for his genero&ty.
Mr. BENT .-1 think you are making a.
mistake, because we should not make
amendments of this kind in another place.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-The difficulty is that we
cannot make them here.
Mr. MACKINNON said the difficul'ty
which the Premier did not appreciate was
that these amendments could not be made
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in this House unless he began again from
the very beginning by introducing a new
Bill.
Mr. BENT.-You can do it if we meet
every day in the week.
Mr. MACKINNON said the Premier's
suggestion was all very well, but it meant
imperilling the chance of passing a very
large measure of reform.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-If it had not been
for the amendments, whiCh have wrecked
the Bill now, it would have gone through
long ago.
Mr. MACKINNON said he understood
that the honorable and learned member for
the Public Officers did not object to the Bill
going through at present without the
amendments.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Just so.
Mr. MACKINNON said in those circumstances he would drop those amendments, and proceed with the others. of
which he had given notice. He begged to
move-That "11)05," in the expression "Widows and
Young Children Maintenance Act 1905" (clause
4), be omitted and "1906" inserted.

The amendmOent was agreed to.
Mr. MACKINNON drew attention to
clause 6, which was as follows:At the hearing of such application the Court
shall inquire fully into the testator's estate, and
fCK that purpose may(a) summon and examine the widow and also
such witnesses as may be J!ecessary;
and
(b) require the executor or person applying
for probate or letters of administration to furnish full particulars of the
testator's estate.

He said the Minister of Lands had drawn
his attention to the accidental omission of
the wordS! "or administrator" after the
word "executor" in paragraph (b).
The SPEAKER.-No amendment to
that effect has been printed and circulated.
Mr. MACKINNON said he knew there
was a rule regarding notice of amendments
after the third reading.
The SPEAKER.-I am not raising a
difficulty_ in that regard in this case.
. Mr. MACKINNON said he was not sure
that it was absolutely necessary to insert
those words, because he believed they would
be covered by th'e words "or person applying for probate or letters of administration."
Provision was made already for
letters of ooministration with the will annexed, and to make the powers of the
Court quite oomplete il1 this clause it
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would, perhaps, be wiser to put in the
words "or administrator."
He begged to
moveThat the wOTds "or administrator" be inserted af ter the word "executor."

The SPEAKER.-Of course I am depending entirely on the honorable member
as to the effect of this amendment, as it
has not been printed, and we have had no
time to consider it.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. PRENDERGAST drew attention
to clause 8, which provided for cases in
which the Court might refuse an application. He said the Court could refuse an
application under sub-clause (I) of this
clause if the character' or conduct of the
applicant was. such. as, in the opinion of
the Court', to disentitle him or her to the
benefit of any provision of the measure, and
what he feared was that if the widow was
refused relief by the Judge on those
grounds the children might be prevented
by the clause from applying afterwards.
The children should not be debarred, even
if the mother had been deemed unworthy
bv the Court. There seemed tp be a good
deal of finality about the clause as: it stood.
Th.e refusal of the mother's application
should nat be allowed to prejudice the right
of the children to apply subsequently. If
the clause had that effect it was a serious
blot on the Bill.
Mr. MACKINNON said there was nothing to prevent separate applications
being made from time to time.
Each
beneficiary was entitled to apply, although
of course there might be some question of
costs if they got into the hands of different
legal advisers', and brought a great many
legal proceedings.
Each of the beneficiarieS' stood on his or her own basis, and
no refusal of support to the widow would
disentitle a child to apply to get support
for itself. It might be almost an ordinary
case that the mother should apply, hoping
to be able to support her children, and it
might be thought unnecessary at the time to
make any application on behalf of the children, but it might be found, on the hearing of the application in Court, that there
was some blemish in the widaw'so case that
was not known before to her legal advisers,
but that would cause the Court to regard
her as disentitled to the benefit of the Act.
It might then be perfectly competent to
apply separately for the children. He believed this clause was in the New Zealand
and Queensland law. He wished now to
draw attention to clause 9, which marie
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provision regarding orders under the Act,
and to move the addition to follow subclause (1) of a new sub-clause of which he
had given notice.
He begged to moveThat the following sub-clause be inserted ; (2) The provision for a widow under this
Act shall III no case exceed One thousand pounds I=-er annum.

l\Ir. GAUNSON said he would have
been glad to hear some reason given for
the amendment. Although £1,000 might
seem a very large annual sum to give to
any woman, there might be instances where
the position in life of the-husband would
make £1,000 per annum altogether too
It
small an allowance for the widow.
might happen thai a member of the nobility would come to live out here as Lord
Baltimore did in America. Supposing an
earl died here, not leaving proper provision
for the countess, why should she not get
£5,000 or £10,000 per year, or
whatever sum was in keeping _with the position occupied by her husband in 'life?
Whatever he should pay her by way of
alimony should be continued to her after
his death .. He was contending for a principle well known in the law, and a commonsense principle too, namely, that the assistance that a man should have to give his
wife during life should be continued to her
after his death.
There had been no reason given for the acceptance of this new
clause. The Premier ought to undertake to
do his best to have these alterations made in
the ,Council. He (Mr. Gaunson) did not
wish to prevent the Bill being passed, but
he would like to have an explanation of the
new sub-clause before the Bill was passed.
Mr. MACKINNON said that, by leave,
he would like to furnish the explanation
which was onlv reasonably asked ""for by the
honorable member.
The view that the
late member for Toorak put to him
(Mr. Mackinnon) was that an application c·f this sort might be made in
the matter of a rich testator who,
for reasons of his own, which were a wise
man's reasons, had not given his wife a very
large amount of money. No doubt the experience of the Speaker and of the honorable and learned member for the Public
Officers made them familiar with cases
where it was not desirable that a widow
should have the control of large sums of
money. The testators, without giving any
publicitv to their reasons, might occasionally
leave their widows what appeared to be an
inadequate amount for their support. The
late member for Toorak put the view to
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him (Mr. Mackinnon) that cases of this
sort might come before Judges, some of
whom were notoriously sympathetic with
ladies. and especially with widows. He
would not say that we had such Judges in
this country, but we might ha ye a Judge
on our bench with similar sympathies, and
the result might be that the wisdom of the
testator,' who was thoroughly intimate with
all the circumstances, would be set aside by,
that impUlsive and sympathetic Judge.
The Chief Secretary had also spoken to
him about this matter. Personally, he (Mr.
Mackinnon) did not altogether approve of
the amendment, because it would introduce
into the Bill an element of distinction between the rich and the poor that should not
appear i.n our Statutes if it could be
avoided.
The new sub-clause was agreed to.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT proposed the
following new sub-clause, to follow subclause (4):The Court may at any time and from time to
time on the application by motion of the executor or administrator of the testator's ·estate or of
any person beneficially entitled to or interested
in any part of the estate of the deceased person
rescind or alter any order making provision for
any widow or child.
Notice of such motion
shall be served on all persons taking any benefit under the order sought to be rescinded or
altered.

He said he had been asked to propose this
by one of the leading practitioners of this
State, and a man who had had great experience. It was on the lines set out in the
·Marriage Act, so far as divorces were concerned. There was power given On a decree
being made to reform the settlement formerly entered into. The Court might take
a certain amount from the wife and hand
it to the husband, or vice versa. This subclause meant that the executors might at
any time apply to the Court to rescind or
alter the provision made in favour of widow
or child. but the applicants would have to
make out a good case. Circumstances might
arise after the neath of the testator by
which the provision made by the Court was
being dissipated in a direction that the
Court would not approve of, nor the testator, if alive. This proposal would give
the Court power to vary the order on account of these altered circumstances. It
might be that one of the children: took to
drink, or contracted some habit by which
the provision that the Court had allowed
might be an absolute curse instead of a
benefit. The same observation might apply
to the widow. There might be a case in
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which £1,000 a year was granted to the
widow. Testators often inserted the condition, in connexion with annuities allowed
to their widows, that they should maintain
the children.
Under this proposal, the
Court would have the power at any time to
vary an order previously made.
Mr. MACKINNON said he was prepared to accept. this amendmen~, 'but he
would like to pomt out to the ChIef Secretary that there was a certain amount ~f risk
about it for whic.l.1J he (Mr. Mackmnon)
would not take any responsibility.
It
seemed to him to embody an invitation to
beneficiaries to take proceedings to have the
provision revise~.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-It is only a reserve power.
Mr. MACKINNON said the Court might
act on applications made, and one's own experience reminded one of case.s where the
widO\v was' not altogether on fnendly terms
with people who were deriving a large sum
of money under the will. It was quite
concei vable that they might use this power
of applying to the Court to vary an order
made as a means of harassing a person,
who, under any circumstances, would ~ot
have a very large amount of means to reSIst
the application.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-That is rather
far fetched.
Mr. MACKINNON said it was the chief
danger he saw about the proposal.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTrr .-If you do not reserve the pQr\ver the order will stand under
any circumstances.
Mr. MACKINNON said that was so.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The Court would
punish a person who made su~h an. application as you refer to by makmg hIm pay
all the costs.
Mr. MACKINNON said that in the
majority of cases the costs would ccme out
of the estate, but still the objections were
not sufficiently serious for him to oppose
the amendment.
_
The new sub-clause was agreed to.
The Bill was then ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative Council.
1\1r. MACKINNON said that, by leave,
he would like to thank honorable members
for the consideration they had. shown in
connexion with the Bill.
He especially
wished to thank the honorable and learned
member for the Public Officers, to whom
he was verv much indebted for having met
him (Mr. :MaGkinnon) in the passage of the
Bill.
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UNCLAIMED FUNDS BILL.
Mr. BEAZLEY moved the second reading of this Bill. He said-I feel that
at this time of night the wisest course for
me to adopt is to be as brief as possible.
It will be best for me to get the Bill intOt
Committee as soon as I can.
Judging
by the amendments the Premier has
circulated, it seems to me that the principal
opposition to the Bill will be as to the
period to which its provisions should apply.
The Bill has been introduced three times
in this House.
On the first occasion it
was introduced by the late Mr. Foster and
the honorable member for Warrnambool,
and it has been introduced twice bv
myself. On each occasion the Bill passed
the second reading. Strong objection was
urged in Committee on the last occasion
to the particular clause on which the Premier proposes to move an amendment. This
is not a new class of legislation, because it
has been in operation in South Australia
for about fifteen years, and it is also the
law in New Zealand.
As all honorable
members have no doubt read the Bill, they
will know that it provides that funds in the
hands of companies or banks for a period
of six years, during which time no claim
has been made, shall be paid into
a trust fund opened by the Government, the interest on which is to
be paid into the Consolidated Revenue.
So that while thp. money will be safeguarded, being taken care of by the State,
at the same time the State will be receiving some profit from the investment of the
money. In order that there shall be no
risk to the Treasurer in paying away to
claimants who may not be the real OIWners
of the money, the Bill gives power to the
Treasurer to pay away any money that is
claimed on sufficient proof to the Treasurer, and if the person is nel{: the right
person the liability is not with the Treasurer, but rests with the real owner to prove
his case against the claimant. The only
difference between the measure and the Bill
I introduced in I903 is that there is no
minimum amount to be taken from the
banks or companies, and the difference between this Bill and the South Australia
and New Zealand measures is that in those
measures it is provided that notice shot:..ld
be given of unclaimed moneys, and the
money is not paid over for two years. In
this Bill the period is twelve months. The
banks and companies, after the passing of
this Bill, on January I, each year, must
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prepare a statement showing the amounts
unclaimed, and the names of the depositors as far as their books show, and the
list has to be exhibited, and can be seen
within eight days after publication. If the
provision is not carried out a pena:lty is
to be imposed of £2 per day. To show that
this is no new proposal, even in Victoria,
in intestate estates aJld insolvency estates
money has to be paid into the trust funds
from' time to time, and to show how the
amounts accumulate, the intestate funds
held by the Treasurer at the present time
amount to £28,394 in cash, and some
£75,162 has been invested, so that altogether there is an amount of over
£100,000. But there are other sums held
by the Master-in-Equity amounting to between £13,000 and '£14,000. The same
sort of legislation applies to trustee companies. Moneys which are unclaimed in
trustee companies are paid in in the same
\Va \. . I would like to read an extract from
a debate which took place in New Zealand,
to show how these moneys accumulate, and
how sometimes there a;e individuals who
are not aware of money being to their
credit in the banks. Mr. W. C. Walker,
in introducing the measure in Kew Zealand,
saidThe strange histories which might be told of
the sums of money that had been left as unaccounted f'or and forgotten by the proper
owners in banks all over the world would fill a
book. He had read of families who had been
living in a state of destitution, and all the
while there was a sum of money lying in a
bank which really belonged to them, and which
wouln have put them in a position of comparative affiuence, but of which they knew
nothing, and all because of the sealed mouth
that the bank kept in regard to these deposits
after six years. Noone, 'unless the bank chose
to disclose the fact to somebody, was able to
tell the widow or orphan or fatherless whether
there was any money lying to their credit in any
institution or not, and one of the objects of this
Bill was to establish that these amounts unclaimed after the maturity of six years had been
arrived at, should be registered ana be
open to inspection, and should, so to speak, be
made public for the benefit of whom it may
concern. That was one great principle which
this Bill endeavoureu to assert.
He rememberecl years ago a poor fellow lost his life on
his station through an accident with a horse.
His affairs went into the hands of some official
-he forget whether it was the official assignee
in those daYs-ano the man left a sum of money
in the bank. His people in Scotland wrote out
to him (Mr. Walker) and asked him to find out
all about the affairs of this man, and he could
assure honorable gentleman that he could get
no satisfaction from the bank as to the state
,n which this account had been left. The banks,
no doubt, had got to consider the position they
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were in as regarded their customers-that the,
were the confIdential agents-but on the other
hand, as regarded these accounts, the doctrine
had, he thought, been strained too far.

In introducing the South Australian measure, :Mr. Moule saidIn many countries there was an immense
amount of unclaimed money in various institutions, and many country people believed that there
was much unclaimed money in South Australia
also. In the Commercial Bank of London there
was still £13,000 unclaimed. At the Imperial
Colonial Conference in 1887 it was stated that
the unclaimed dividends on Colonial stocks
amounted to upwards of £150,000. The unclaimed
redemption
money
amounted
tG
£7,849,755 9s. 7d . It appeared that out of
68,000 letters posted by the Bank of England,
notifying the conversion of stock, no fewer than
12,700 were returned through the dead letter
office, owing to change of address, and the bank
learned for the first time that hundreds of stock
holders were dead, and their representatives unknown.
On 4th April, 1889, the dividends due
and not demanded amounted to £550,.148, on
4th July to £4I9,q~Q, on 4th October to £439,5 I I t
and on 4th January, 1890, to £409,207.

Mr. Moule went on to show that a considerable time ago, in the history of Great
BritainMr. Pitt, the then Premier, proposed, and it
was carried by a large majority, that £500,000
of the unclaimed dividends on Government
stocks, then amounting to £547,000, should be
paid into the National Exchequer. The result was
that, after advertising for claimants, £347,000
was obtained.

I first saw the extract I am about to
read in a very able, article in tbe Ballarat
Courier, entitled" Treasure Trove."
The
extract referred to the South Australian
measure.
The .article saidThe Hon. J. H. Gordon, during the second
reading of the Unclaimed Funds Bill, said it
was the outcome of a case where Mr. Coulthard,
a public officer, had deposited Government money
in a bank, and the officer dying suddenly it was
lost sight of. It was thought the money had
been appropriated by the officer, and his friends
were under a ~tigma for many years, until it
was discovered that the money was lying at the
bank. It was only a proper prO'Vision he thought
that public companies, having unclaimed moneys
in their possessiop, should give every information and publicity.

The South Australian Act was passed in
1891, and in 1892-3 the sum of £280 lIS.
was paid in. In 1893-4, £10,157 12S. 2d.
was paid in. The larger amount on that
occasicn was caused by the fact that the
two years' grace rr<wi'ded for in the Act
was just about to expire, and therefore aIt
the sums they could collect had been
brought in. In 189.,-4, the sum of £17
ISS. was claimed and paid by the Government. In 1894-5, the sum of £597 65. Sd.
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was paid in, and £477 I7s. 7d. was paid
<lut. In 1895-~, £224 was paid in, and
..£34 was paid out. So it goes on until
1904, when £628 was paid in, and £320
was paid out. The total amount paid into
the fund was £14,709, and the total
amount claimed and paid out was £1,282.
So the total benefit South Australia received was £13,500. I think it is fair to
assume that in South Australia, where they
have a population of 36S,791-those were
the figures when I brought up the matter
last time-and Victoria has a population
of 1,205,513, that three times the. amount
paid in in South Australia would be paid
into our trust ft:.nds here j but in addition
to that, it is well known that in the early
days a great rush took place into Victoria
on account of the gold-fields, and the population was a moving population. There is
very little doubt that many sums of money
were placed in the banks, and have not
been claimed sinoe. I think we can fairly
say that a very large amount of money is
now lying in public institutions both as deposits and unclaimed dividends. It seems
to me there would be nothing unfair in
taking away the custody of money that belongs to other people from the banks when
it is pretty clear that the owner is not aware
that the money is to his credit, or is absent
in .a. far-distant land.
We know financial institutions
do not always last
for all time.
Sometimes they have
difficulties, and it seems to me to be a commendable thing to ask the Government to
take charge of these moneys in the interest
of the depositors, and if the claimant comes
to prove he is the owner of the money to
let him have it. There is one thing the
banks are doing at present, and it certainl y has a prejudicial effect upon the
accounts. They charge an annual fee or
a half-yearly fee for keeping accounts. If
I had my way I would not allow that to
take place in connexion with accounts that
are not operated on. The banks should
not be allowed to charge for the keeping
of accounts where the owner is unknown.
The Bill provides that where a person has
not operated on an acoount for a considerable time, no charge shall be made. It will
be very easily seen that an account of ..£5
or £10, or £15 might be very soon absorbed by such a charge, and a man who
had a balance of £ 10 or £ 15 at the bank,
on coming back afterwards to 'recover it,
would find that it had been eaten up by the
<:harge for keeping the account. I leave
the 'Sill in the hands of the House. Per~

Funds Bt"ll.

2795

haps much more could be said in its favour,
but as the Bill has been dealt with several
times, and has meb with the approval of
the majority of the House in its main
principles, I will leave the more important
questicn which has been raised by the
amendment of the Premier to be discussed
when the Bill gets into Committee.
Mr. BENT.-I do not wish to oppose
this Bill very strongly at present, and if
the honorable member for Abbotsford will
accept the amendments that I have circulated, I shall be only too happy to assist
him in getting it through. I find that Dr.
Bride saysIf the enclosed Bill becomes law, it seems that
sections 12- 14 of Act No. 1599 are unnecessary,
and should be repealed. The provisions of the
Bill are far ltl.ore comprehensive than those sections.

I suppose the honorable member has
looked at Act No. 1599. Then Mr. Mea~
kin, the Under-Treasurer, makes a certain
suggestion. Notwithstanding all these suggestions, if the honorable member is willing
to accept my amendments, I shall assist
him in passing. the Bill. The honorable
member for Abbotsford has been discussing this subject for years past. In fact, it
goes back to the question of the fee of 5s.
every half-year which is charged by the
brunks for keeping private accounts.
It
goes back really to a suggestion of the
leader of the Opposition, who pointed out
that the payment of this charge would gradually reduce the amount due to the individual.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-And in the case of
small accounts it wipes them out eventually.
Mr. BENT.-The principal ·amendment
I propose is to go back only to the year
1900, and then we will have a fair start.
I am rather obliged to the honorable member for Abbotsford for what he has done,
and I think I am the first Treasurer that
has assisted him in this respect. One of
my amendments is to omit clauses 6-10 in~
clusive, but the whole thing, boils down to
the question of the date at which the Act
should begin to operate.
Mr. BEAZLEy.-If the Bill is allowed to
go into Committee I shall be able to ex~
plain the position.
Mr. BENT.-Very well.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time.
and committed.
Clause I was agreed to.
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In this Act unless the context otherwise requires" Company" means(a) Every company :w.h~ch having. fo~ its ~b
ject the acqmsItIon of gam IS regIstered or incorporated in Victoria under
any Act relating to companies; and
(0) Every company which having for its ob·
ject the a~quisi~ion ?f g.ai~ and. carrying on busmess m Vlctona IS re~Ister~d
or incorporated elsewhere than m VICtoria; and includes
(c) Every banking or life assurance company
or association howsoever or wheresoever registered or incorporated carrying on business within Victoria;
and also includes the liquidator of any company.
"Unclaimed moneys" means all principal
and interest money and all dividends
bonuses profits and sums o'f money whatsoever which either before or after or
partly before and partly after the commencement of this Act have been or
shall have been in the possession of any
company for a period of six years or
upwards and in respect whereof no claim
has or shall have been made during such
period by the owner against the company.

Mr. BENT drew attention to the definition of " unclaimed moneys," and movedThat all the words fro,n "either before or
after" to the end of the definition be omit~ed,
with a view of substituting the following
words : "shall have become legally payable by a
company to the owner since the first
day of January One thousand nine hundred and not before or which shall at
any time after the commencement of
this Act become nayable to him, but the
recoven' whereof has been or may be
barred 'by operation of law."

He said the effect of this would be to limit
the operation of the Bill to unclaimed
moneys which had become legally payable
since Janllarv I, 19 00 .
Mr. BEAZLEY said that he was unable
to accept the amendment. It must be very
evident to honorable members that the large
bulk of the money which was lying unc1aimerl had been lying in the banks and
other financial institutions for many years
prior to 1900, and therefore, if the amendment was adopted, the Bill would not have
nearly the effect it should hav·e. In fact,
it would take out all the good that was
hoped to be achieved by the measure. The
obiect of the Bill was to safeguard money
which had been lying idle for a number of
years.
Mr. GAUNSON.-You do not know anything about the monev that is lying there.
I suppose you mean the amount credited in
the books.
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Mr. BEAZLEY said it was only fair to
state, in justice to the banks, that many of
the banks had announced that they were
prepared to acknowledge these claims, irrespective of the time at which the money
had been. lodged with them.
There had
bE.en some dispute as to the Statute of
Limitations, and some of the banks then
stated that they were willing to allow these
claims at any time.
Mr. BENT.-I am willing to make it ten
years, instead of six.
Mr. BEAZLEY said that if the money
was not in the institution of course it could
not be p:aid into the Trust Account, but the
Bill provided that an examination should be
made by an officer of the Treasury, and he
would be able to say whether the money
stood on the books to the credit of certain
individuals, If the Bill were confined to
moneys which had become payable since
1900, it would virtually make a; present to
the financial institutions, because it would
declare indirectly that those institutions
were to retain all moneys which were unclaimed and had been lying unclaimed prior
to the year 1900.
Mr. BENT.-No.
I have circulated a
new clause, which gives the whole of the
money to the owner.
Mr. BEAZLEY said that, at all events,
the account would be gradually eaten up.
Mr. BENT said he was sorry that the
honorable member for Abbotsford did not
see his way to accept the amendment. The
honorable member had evidentl v not observed the new clause which he (Mr. Bent)
intended to propose. It read as follows:Any rights of the owner in respect of such
moneys which may exist at the t;me of such
entering or advertising as aforesaid shall not be
prejudiced or affected by such entering or advertising.

1'\'1r. BEAZLEY said he did not think
that the proposed new clause would meet
the case. It only related to the effect of
entering and advertising.
:Mr. BENT said he was willing to withdraw his amendment, and to provide merely
that the Bill should extend back for ten
years, instead of six years, as provided in
the clause.
If that amendment were
adopted, and if the sections mentioned bv
Dr. Bride were repealed, he was willing to
let the Bill go through.
Mr. BEAZLEY said he would be very
pleased to accept the amendment making
the time ten years instead of six years, so
long as the right of the owner of the money
was fully secured.
The proposed new
clause did not seem to do that; it referred
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only to entering and advertising, and the
money which was in the banks prior to ten
years ago would not be either entered or
advertised, and might therefore be affected.
If the new clause was altered so as to make
certain that the owners could claim the
money from the banks at any time, and
that money which had remained unclaimed
for ten years should be paid over to the
trust funds, he would be pleased to
accept it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he desired
to support the agreement which had been
arrived at between the Premier and the
honorable member in charge of the Bill.
'He did not think the banks or any of these
financial institutions had any claim at all
upon these moneys, but as there seemed no
prospect cf passing the Bill as it stood,
he thought it was wise for the honorable
member for Abbotsford to accept ten years
as a compromise. The rights of the o~ners
of the moneys should be safeguarded, both
as regarded the Government and as regarded
the banking institutions. If the money had
been paid lOver to the Government the
rights of the owners should still be recognised. That 'needed to be understood, and
he did not know whether it was perfectly
provided for. He wished to propose an
a.mendment prior to that of the Premier,
and that was with respect to the definition
of the word "company." He thought that
" company" under this Bill should include
provident societies; as well as other financial institutions. The Government had as
much right to take public money from those
l'ocieties as' to take it from any other institutions.
.
Mr. BENT.-You might as well include
cemeteries also. There, is £80,000 kicking about there.
Mr. BEAZLEY said he would accept
the amendment suggested by the leader of
the Opposition.
Mr. MACKEY.-And include building societies, too.
Mr. Bent's amendment was withdrawn.
Mr. PRENDERGAST movedThat the following words be added to the
definition of "company "-" and builcling societies registered under the Building Societies
Act J8<)0 and societies rej!istered under the Provident Societies Act 1890'"

Mr. GAUNSON remarked that this Bill
was a very old friend with a new face. To
his certain knowledge, thirt~ years ago Dr.
L. L. Smith introduced this subject to the
notice of Parliament, and it then fell still
born. The same fate was likely to befall
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this Bill to-night, and, sa far as he was
concerned, it would. The amendment did
not by any means cover the ground. What
had become of the amendment that had
been given notice of by the Premier'?
The CHAIRMAN.-That amendment
was not put.
I read out the words, but
the Premier was not very clear about them,
and in the meantime the honorable member
for North Melbourne moved an amendment
in a prior part of the clause.
,
Mr. GAUNSON said he would like to
know whether the honorable member for
North Melbourne really and honestly
,v,anted to cover the whole ground.
What
was the object? Honorable members knew
they would burst up spme of these institutions if they made them give up their illgotten gains.
It was no use trying to
make them honest.
It was absurd nonsense. Half the societies of Melbourne
w,ould be rendered insolvent if they had to
gIve up all their unclaimed moneys.
. Mr. BEAZLEY.-I did not know it was
so serious as that.
~fr.
GAUNSON said it was very
senous.
He knew of an w1daimed dividend of his own which had been in a bank
-he would not mention the name-for fully
twenty-five years.
It was a sum of a,bout

5s.
:Mr. BENT.-Thev have knocked that up
long ago.
Mr. GAUNSO:N said the small dividend
he referred to was left with the bank at
a time when the banks did not charge anything for accounts.
What was the meaning of. this precious amendment or this
clause?
'Vas it intended to relate to
every registered company?
He would ask
honorable members to consider the whole
thing.
This was a Bill of shreds and
patches.
Vlhat was the honorable member
for North Melbm.rne driving at? Was the
h~norable m~mber simply supporting the'
BIll because It was moved by a prominent
member of his party?
The CHAIRMAN.-What has this to
do with the amendment?
Mr. GAUNSON said he could not bring
the attention of the Chamber to the amendment without addressing a few words of
preliminary observation on the matter. He
walS pointing out that this Bill even in
the interpretation clause, was loos~ and disjointed.
He would appeal to the Chief
Secretary.
The honorable ,!!entleman put
a long question, and when the Chairman
called upon him by his office of Chief Secretary, he was temporarily embarrassed,

Unclaimed

[ASSEMBLY.]

and did not care to get up.
It was a
question which the honorable member for
Abbotsford did not understand, and he
(Mr. Gaunson) was not surprised at that.
It was provided here that in this Act,
unless the context otherwise required,
" company" meant, certain things.
In
paragraph (c) " company" was provided to
mean "every banking or life assurance
company or association howsoever or
wheresoever registered or incorporated
catrrying on business within Victoria." Would
that include a fire insurance company? This
Bill provided for giving information in relation to unclaimed funds.
It did not sav
that that provision was in respect to coni'panies or associations, but universally. He
was indebted to the honorable member for
Gunbower for the suggestion as to why
the Bill should not a,ttach to all persons
wha tsoever who owed monev one to another, and that was unclaimed for a period
of six years or more.
The law upon the
subject was this, and he would appeal to
the Minister of Lands and the Chief Secretary, who knew that this statement of
'the fa,w was perfectlx correct.
The principle, so far as a banker and his customer
were concerned, was merely that of debtor
and creditor.' The customer of the bank
lent his money to the banker.
I t was a
Joan to the banker with an implied understanding that the banker would honour the
customers' cheques so long a's the funds
of the customer to his credit in the bank
were sufficient for the purpose.
An endeavour was now being made to estab1ish
an entirely new ~,rinciple of law, namely,
that these bankers and associations should
be debtors to their creditors for a much
longer period than six vears.
I f that was
a sound principle to bring into application,
why should it not apply all round? The
honorable member for Abbotsford wanted
that principle to apply from the foundation
of this country, in r836, so that every association or company registered or otherwise
should be liable for these amounts, and be
bound to pay them over when requested so
to do.
With regard to paragraph (c) he
desired to know whether that would apply
to a fire insurance companv?
Supposing
a man had effected a policv in a fire insurance comoany on a house, and the nlace
was burnt down, and the man had been
absent from tIle country, and was, in
fact, dead-and, if honorable members
liked, damned also-would the representa~ives of1 the deceased be entitled to apply
to that fire insurance company? Life asMr. Gaunson.
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surance ccmpanies were mentioned, but hoW'
would the provision· apply in the case of a
He hoped
fire insurance company?
honorable members appreciated the distinction between assurance in one case and insurance in the other.
Supposing a man
had gone to England and left behind him
.a. property which was insured.
His wife
might have died on the premises, and he
rr.ight have taken an abhorrence to the place,
and left it and gone on a visit to England,
and have been absent twelve months.
An
insurance policy was only for twelve
months, and unless the property was burnt
down within the time that the policy ran,
the insurance company would not have
anything to pay.
Supposing the property
was .~ valuable one, say, a family mansion
worth £10,000.
Would such a case
as that be covered by the words
as the v stood? He held it would not.
To make the clause cover the whole position, why nat, instead of the hybrid amendment of the honorable member for North
Melbourne, incl ude every imaginable case
under the sun ? Would friendl y societies be included under the term" Building societies and all provident societies"?
Could their funds be got at? W as it desired to include official assignees, and would
mining companies be included? Did the
honorable member for Abbotsford contend
that this covered all the cases that the title
of the Bill covered?
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I cannot say that it will.
Mr. GAUNSON said there was no distinction in law between an unclaimed
fund in the hands of an individual and an
unclaimed fund in the hands of a bank.
Mr. BEAzLEY.-There is an amount of
about £9,000 in the trust funds in connexion with unclaimed dividends in insolvent estates. Those dividends have to be
paid into the trust funds.
lVlr. GA UN SON asked if the Government, who were supporting the Bill, were
satisfied 'that it went far enough? Djd
the amendment go far enough? The Chief
Secretary, as a lawyer, knew that in the
case of a banker and a customer the banker
was only a loanee.
The customer had
simply lent his money to the banker, with
the condition that the banker should honour
any cheques he drew. The only difference
between a loan to a banker and a loan to
a private individual waS that in the latter
case the lender did not call on the loanee
to honour any order that he drew upon
him, but the principle was precisely the
same as regarded the liability to pay the
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His amendment was undoubtedly in strict
accordance with the title of the Bill. The
title was, "A Bill to provide for giving
publicity to information relating to unclaimed ft-nds " - Mr, MACKEY.-It means some unclaimed
funds.
Mr. GA UN SO N said he did not know
what it meant, but he knew what it said.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-It is precisely the same
in South Australia and New Zealand.
Mr. GAUNSON said that might be so,
but the Committee ought to be in possession of that information as well as the
honorable member. The honorable member
should have put that information on the
face of the Bill, so that honorable members
could refer to the Acts of South Australia
and New Zealand to ascertain whether the
words were the same in this Bill as in them.
Then the title contained that devil's dragnet, "and far other purposes."
Under
those words it could be provided that
a man could be hanged.
W as there
any honorable member who could deny that
it was a positive legal fact that the relationship between the banker and the customer was that of merely a loan on the
part of the customer to the banker. He
was speaking of a customer who had
lodged money with the bank. 1t was an
ordinary loan with this condition superadded, that the banker should honour any
order for money drawn upon him by the
customer, so long as there were funds to
the credit of that customer to meet that
order.
That was the legal position, and
the legal consequence was that the banker
would be liable for the money for a period
only of six. years if the Bill were carried.
At the end of that period the banker cot.ld
tum round to the custom.er, and set up the
defence that he was not bound to pay the
customer one farthing. The banker could
plead the Statute of Limitations.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-Supposing we omit this
amendment, will you let the Bill go?
Mr. GAUNSON said he must battle for
his amendment, which was for the addition of the words, "and also every person
whomsoever from whom a debt shall be
due."
That would do complete justice~
and would prevent anv wrong-doing. If a
man had lent him £100 for six vears, he
could, if the Bill were passed, turn round
at the end of that time, and plead the
And also every person whomsoever from whom Statute 'of Limitations. and that would be
an o(.trage. Without his (Mr. Gaunson's)
a debt shall be due.

amount within six years. After six yeaJrs
the lender might demand the money; but
the loanee might plead the Statute of Limjtations, and could do so successfully. It
might be urged that this was not a meritorious defence, or was a .scandalous defence, but the Law Courts had to give way
to it, neverthel·ess, and could not give judgment in favour of the man who really, in
foro conscientiCE, was entitled to the money.
The principle was exactly the same in the
case of a banker, if the banker chose to
plead the Statute of Limitations as a defence, but of course it would mean destruction to the credit of any banker who did
it. If, however, a· banker chose to set up
the defence that he received the money'
more than six years ago, and to plead that
Statute, the Court could not give judgment
in favour of the customer against the
banker. As that was a sound, incontrovertible principle of law' with reference to
a banker, why was it not proposed to make
this Bill apply to every man that had an
unclaimed fund? Was not that sound law
a.nd sound reason? Were the Committee
going to pass the Bill simply because the
honorable member for Abbotsford introduced it? The honorable member was not
a burning and shining light last night, and
it might be that 1Jhe Ccmmittee was going
to make it up for him to-night. The honorable member made a very bitter speech
last night, but it did not come off. What
earthly object 'was there in passing the
Bill ?
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-What is
the object in opposing it?
Mr. GAUNSON.-Sound common sense.
The proposal was as old and as stale as
the hills. Dr. L. L. Smith submitted jt
to thjs House, to his certain knowledge,
thirty years ago.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-We aJre not claiming it
as a novelty.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was trying to
throw a little light on the subject. The
amendment of the nonorable member for
North Melbourne was not sound in principle, and he was bound to oppose it because it did not go far enough. It should
include every private individual under .the
name of "company." Paragraphs (a), (b),
and (c) extended the meaning of the word
" companv," and he wanted to extend it
a little further by adding the following
words : -
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amendment the Bill would be very ineffective, and would any honorable member rise and venture to oppose the
amendment?
He did not say honorable
members would rise to support it j it did
not want support. He would ~ow proceed
to give a few more arguments.
COuld
any araument be used in opposition to the
insistel~e on complete justice? Would the
amendment of the honorable member for
North Melbourne do anv good?
What
were building societies and provident societies ? Wou~d the honorable member get
up and explain what a provident society
was?
He remembered when he was a
young man, not more th~n eig~tee!1 ye<l:rs
of age, there was a provIdent 111stitute 111
Queen-street, Melbourne, that went broke
in consequence of lending its custome.rs
money, not upon freehold societies, but
upon sugar.
There was plenty of sugar,
but when the smash came the sugar was
not forthcoming. Did the honorable member intend anything of that kind? How
far did the honorable member propose to
go?
..
\Ir. BEAzLEy.-Allmght.
Mr. GAV~SON said he would be with
the honorable member, even to the end,
but the hono:-able member was not yet head
of the GO\oernment, and progress could be
reported. 'The honorable member was not
yet a n:ember of the Government, and perhaps he 01 r. Gaunson) would not be in
the House when the honorable member w~s
a m~mber of the Government. What dId
prO\oident s02iety mean?
Mr. I\IACKEY.-It is a society that is not
improvident.
.
Mr. GAUXSOX asked If a society for
the. cure of peor and mangy dogs could be
a provident society?
?\lr. BEAZLEY.-You are looking after
your own interests.
_
.
Mr. GA UNSO~ .-1'0 j last mght he
was designated a rat.
The CHAIRMAN .-How does that
come into the amendment?
~Ir. GAU~SON" said the honorable member in charae of the Bill stated that he
(Mr. Gaunsgn) was nroviding for himself
when he referre-cl to a societv for mangy
and poor dogs. He was declining that impeachment, but he looke? ~fter his m~n
interests, and was remmdmg honorabe
members that last night he was called a
It would be within the Chairman's
rat.
recollection that he (Mr. Gaunson) left the
Labour Party.
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The CHAIR;\,IAN.-That has nothing to
do with the amendment.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would like to
remind the Chairman that rats always left
a sinking ship.
Mr. SANGsTER.-And men stick to them.
Mr. GAU.KSO~ said then they were
fools, because they would go down with
the ship, but the rats had a chance to live.
He hoped the honorable member for Port
Melbourne understood that.
He would
like to remind the honorable member who
interjected that the honorable member was
not a member of the Labour Party.
The CHAIRMAN.-I would like to remind the honorable member that we have
an amendment before the Chair.
Mr. GAUNSOK said the honorable member for Port Melbourne was not a building
society j he was a pulling-down society.
He (Mr. Gaunson) must go to the table
and have a look at the Statt..tes to find out
what a provident society was. That was
the worst of the Chamber j there were no
books provided, as in the Senate of the
United States.
The result was that an
old man like him, with all his vigour gone,
had to walk painfully down to the table
and walk back again in order to see what a
provident society was.
There was no such
thing as a prdvident society.
There ap·
peared to he indt:.strial and provident
societies.
Would the honorable member
for North Melbourne's amendment cover
those? The second section of the Act of
1890 to consolidate the law relating to
prOlVident societies provided that in the
first schedule the Industrial and Provident Societies Act of 1878 was wholly
repealed, and he supposed it was simply
re-enacted in a new form as the Provident
Societies Act 1890.
A provident society
,,,as apparentlv anv number of persons not
Section 3 of the Act
heing less than five.
saidAnv number of persons not being less than
five may establish a societv under this Act for
the purpose of carrvin!! on anv labour trade
or handicraft wheth~r wholesale or retail-

He wished to ask if the honorable member
for North l\felbourne. who prided himself
upon representing the Lahour Party, wanted
tn burst up the societies that were carn-ing
en for the purpose of labour, for the purpose of trade, or for the purpose of
some hanrlicraft
The section continuedann of apnlvinfY the profits for an" nurnose al.
lowen bv anv laws now or hereafter in force
relating to friendly societies or otherwise per·
mitted by law.
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Mr. BEAZLEY.-You say they .3Jre bound
to supply?
Mr. BENT.-I think so. There is one
The buying and sale of land shall be deemed
to be land within the meaning of this Act.
thing, that up to the present, I have reHe would like to know whether there was ceived no thanks for getting the 2S. reany good reason for including provident bate on bricks supplied to the public.
Mr. WATT.-Are these Government
societies in the Bill at all, but in order that
the matter might be fairly debated, he buildings?
Mr. BEAZLEY.-No.
wished to mOve the amendment of which
Mr. BENT.-They were to supply bricks
he had given notice.
Mr. BENT said he would have to move to the public at 2S. less, or at 38s. instead
an amendment on the honorable member's of 40S.
Mr. WATT.-Supposing they say they do
amendment.
The Committee could not
not feel inclined to supply a given indiviget on.
He begged to move-dual, you cannot force them to.
That progress be reported.
Mr. BENT.-They agreed to supply
The motion was agreed to, and progress
bricks to the Government for so much a
was reported.
The House adjourned at five minutes thousand, and they were to supply
bricks to the public at 38s. I will make
past eleven o'clock.
inquiries about the matter.

He suggested that friendly societies would

be included, and apparently they were-

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tlzursday, No·vember 15, 1906 .
The SPEAKER took the chair at a quarter
to three o'clock p.m.
BRICK COMBINE.
Mr. BEAZLEY said he desired to ask
the Premier two questions without notice.
'He (Mr. Beazley) had learned to-day that
there were seven brick shops being erected
in Brunswick, the contractor for which had
complied with the conditions of the men,
and the Brick Combine had refused to
supply him with bricks. The suggestion
was that the refusal was due to the fact
that the contractor had agreed to the conditions asked for bv the men. With the
view of finding out what the relations be'tween the Government .and the Brick Combine were as to supplying bricks in town
and countrv, he wished to ask the Premier
the following questfons:-

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BORDER.
DISPUTED TERRITORY.
Mr. STANLEY said he wished to a.sk
the Minister of Lands, without notice, whether he would inform the House what the
Government purposed doing with regard
to what was known as " No Man's Land, n
on the South Australian border?
Mr. MACKEY.-I have matured mv
proposals on this matter. The honorabl~
member informed me that he intended to
ask this question, but before I give the
answer I have asked that certain data be
put in order for me. I shall answer the
question after tea.
SESSIONAL ARRANGEMENTS.
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.
Mr. BENT said he desired to move, by
leaveThat the Sessional Order limiting the time for
calling on fresh business be suspended for the
remainder of the session, so far as Government
business is concerned.

The reason he took this step was that there
were some thirty notices on the paper,
many of which had received a great deal of
consideration from the Government. In
view of the time occupied last night, he
thought it wise to ask the House to enable
Mr. BENT.-In the first place, I am the GOIVernment to go on with work at anv
not aware that the Combine have not time, and he felt sure that, on account of
agreed to supplv the bricks, and, in the the work before members, they would agree
second place, they are bound to supply to this proposition.
bricks. I do not want to be in this row,
Mr. PRENDERGAST said his party
but if it is true that they are not supplying were in accord with the motion. It had
bricks, I will ask them to do so.
never been their desire to block business,

I. Whether he is aware that the Hoffman
Brick Company has refused to supply with
bricks a contractor at Brunswick who has agreed
to the conditions asked for by the men?
:l. Is it not a breach of the agreement between
the Premier and the campanies as to the supply
of bricks to the public?

V
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and they had offered every facility for
pushing on with measures brought before
the House. One newspaper, namely, the
Agel- which was not very particular about
what it said, and had a character that
everyone suspected', had been throwing out
innuendoes about those who were only exercising their right of free and full criticism.
His party did not want to block any business, .and if the Government were powerful enough to carry any motion or measure
thev would be able to do so notwithstanding'the criticism of the Labour Party.
Mr. OUTTRIM said the Premier had
referred to the time occupied last night.
He (Mr. Outtrim) did not think that he
had taken up one hour of: the time of Parliament this session, but he initiated the
discussion last night in connexion with spec.
selling, and it was ratner a wonderful
thing- that the Premier should refer-Mr. BENT.-I did not refer to you.
Mr. OUTTRIM said the Premier referred to the time taken up last night.
Mr. BENT.-You were not the only person here last night.
Mr. OUTTRIM said he was as anxious
as the Premier to see the business proceeded with. He (Mr. Outtrim) had voted
for most of the Government Bills, and
anything he could do to expedite the business he would be only too happy to do.
As he introduced the discussion on spec.
selling last night, he did not want it to go
forth that he auempted to obstruct the
business.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was sure that
he wanted to see the business of the country progressing. All honorable members
might not think as he did. He noticed that
to-day's Age said that he, last night, deliberatel y took up the role of "stonewaller," but he noticed that his name was
not mentioned in the Argus, and he was
doubtful whether he spoke at all last night.
As his name was not mentioned in the Argus,
did it not follow that he did not speak
at all? He thought, under the circumstances, that the House ought to pass some
rule as to which newspaper was to be labelled in future as giving the true account.
He would also like to make his position
clear to the country.
Mr. MCGREGOR.-YOU have made it
quite clear to us.
Mr. GAUNSON said h:e did not think
he could be accused of doing more than
his level best to prevent legislation which
he regarded as pernicious to the welfare
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of the people of this State from passing
into law.
That was his duty, and he
hoped God would give him health and
strength to pursue that duty.
He was
going to try his hardest, and if people chose
to call it "stone-walling" they could do so.
They could caN it what they liked. As
the old nigger song said, "You may call
me any names you like, but don't call me
too late for dinner." Did he speak at all
last night? He would ask the Speaker
that?
Mr. BEAZLEy.-I am prepared to prove
that vou did.
Mr: GAUNSON said he now produced
the Argus as his justification for saying
he was not at the House last night at all.
Mr. BEAZLEy.-I wish I had not been.
Mr. GAUNSON said the Speaker was
ha ppil y ignorant of some little passages
that hiad taken place. The honorable member for Abbotsford introduced a Bill last
night to claim everybody's things and
divide them on Saturday night.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member must not allude to a discussion which
has taken place in this session of Parliament.
Mr. GAUNSON said he could not help
doing his duty if members brought forward
foolish Bills which had been dealt with
thirty years ago.
Mr. BEAZLEy.-It gives you opportunities.
Mr. GAUNSON said it gave an opportunity to every honest-minded man to say
a word in defence of the people. He be,
lieved if Parliament were to shut down
absolutely upon the subject of legislation,
and if there were no new legislation for
ten years, at the expiration of that time
the laws now in being might be pretty well
understood. Let the period until that time
be devoted to administration, and the
people of the country would be a great
deal better off. He would beg the Premier,
not for the last time, to drop the Gaming
Suppression Bill, which would ruin him.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
he did not quite catch the terms of the
motion moved by the F'remier. Was he to
understand that the Premier was only asking for leave to extend the hours of sitting
on the present davs of meeting?
The SPEAKER.-The Premier desires
th.at business may be taken after half-past
ten o'clock.
Mr. WARDE said he did not wish to
raise anv objection to the passing of the
motion, but he thought if the Government
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wanted to make more rapid progress it
would be far better if they decided that
the House should meet earlier in the day.
He did not think it was advisable, in the
interests of the community, that fresh legis. lation should be brought on after half-past
ten o'clock at night. If the Government
desired to make more rapid progress they
could meet at ten 0' clock in the morning for
three days in the week, or ask the House
to meet at two o'clock in the afternoon.
His opinion was that, after being about alJ
day, honorable members were not in as
good condition for doing the work of the
country as they would be if the House met
at ten o'clock in the morning, or two
o'clock in the afternoon. He did not wish
to prevent the Government carrying the
motion, but he thought it would be much
better to have early sirttings than to bring
on busine~s late at night, when numbers of
members had gone home, some of them
perha ps to the country. He did not think
that was conducive to considering legislation properly. F or this reason he asked
the Government to consider whether the
House should not meet at two o'clock on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and at ten
o'clock on Fridays as had been done in previous sessions.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. BENT said he desired to move-

The SPEAKER.-Leave has not been
given.
Mr. GAUNSON said he wished to move,
as an addition to the motion-

That during the remainder of the session the
House shall meet on Frida.y and Saturday, in
addition to the present days of sitting, and that
10.30 a..m. shall be the hour of meeting on those
dayst and that Gov-ernment business shall have
precedence of other business, and that on Thursday next the House rueet at 10.30 a.m., and
thereafter that 10.30 a.m. be the hour of meeting on Wednesday and' Thursday.

It shall be one of the conditions of sale that
the said incorporated institution ~hall pay a
deposit of One thousand pounds, and shall pay
the balance in not more than ten equal instalments on the last day of each successive period
of six months from the time of the sale, and
that such balance O'f the price shall bear interest
at the rate of Four pounds per centum per annum, to be computed with respect to each instalment for the period which has elapsed between
the time of sale and the end of each successive
period of t.welve months for which the payment
of such instalment is made.

He would repeat that there were thirty
items on the notice-paper. The Estimates
had not been touched on, and he felt sure
that business men would be willing to attend the House at half-past ten o'clock.
He had found that the Commonwealth
Parliament met at haM-past ten in the
morning.
The SPEAKER.-Would it not be more
in accordance witli practice to ask for leave,
and then to speak to thle motion?
Mr. BENT said he would ask for leave
to move the motion.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East).-I
object.
Mr. BENT saia he would move his motion next Tuesdav.
Mr. GAUNSON asked if an amendment
could be moved to the motion?

That the House on such days be opened by
prayer, and by selected readings from the Age
newspaper.

The SPEAKER.-Order!
SOUTH AND EAST MELBOURNE
LANDS BILL.
Mr. BENT movedThat the Bill be now read a third time.

He said, in accordance with the promise
he had made yesrterday, hie had placed on
the table plans showing the pieces of land
dealt with in the Bill. The land referred
to in No. I schedule was behtind the
Homeopathic Hospital, and the area was
2 acres 19 perches-, facing 'Dodds-street,
South Melbourne. The other plan showed
that the land referred to in schedule 2 had
an area of I rood and 30 perches, and was
next to the Eye and Ear Hospital.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read a third time.
Mr. BENT said representations had been
made to him regarding the payment for the
area for the hospital, and he now wished
an amendment to be made. Sub-clause (2)
of clause 5 of the Bill was' as follows:-

The "incorporated institution' , was the
Eye and Ear Hospital.
He begged to
moveThat the word "six" be omitted, with a view
of' inserting the word "twelve."

Mr. FRENDERGAST said he had no
objection to the amendment, provided that
it was understood more than one instalment
at a time might be paid off, and that the
interest would only be charged on the
amount of money that might be owing after
that.
Mr. BENT.-That is so.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said last night
he called for the plans of the land, and he
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The CHAIRMAN. - The honorable
member for the Public Officers is himself
out. of order.
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked tha{ as
to whether the new clauses proposed by the
honorable member for Grenville were fully
capable of carrying out the intention of the
mover was quite beside the question of
whether there was any necessity for these
clauses.
He thought that due weight
should be given to the arguments of those
who had spoken in favour of these proJX>sals when they had po~nted out that
spec. selling, with which these proposals
dealt, injured legitimate enterprise in mining. As the result of these operations on
the market the price was often no index
of the val ue of shares. Most questionable
and, indeed, dishonorable transactions took
That after the words "the time of the sale," place, which had the effect verv often of
the following words be inserted :-" Provided retarding the development of the mine. Honthat more than one such instalment may be paid orable members had onlv to g-o back a little
on any due date."
in the histor~r of our Stock Exchange to reThe amendment was agreed to.
call what took nlace in connexion with one
The Bill was then ordered to be trans· transaction, which was known as the Ironmitted to the Legislative Council.
fie 1d transaction.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The Duke of
GAMING SUPPRESSION BILL.
York.
The House went into Committee for the
MI. PRENDERGAST said that transfurther consideration of this Bill.
action would give some idea how the Stock
Discussion was
resumed
on
Mr. Exchange could be manipulated by those
McGrath's proposed new clause, as f01- who went in for this spec. selling form of
gambling. Some gentlemen held the whole
]ows:of
this mine. Thev left a few shares floatA. 'Whenever a sharebroker sells to any person any share he shalI give to the person for ing about continually, and these gentlemen
whom he sold such share and also to the person were always in the market ready to buy
to whom he sold such share a Sold Note in them at a considerable advance upon their
writmg signed with his name in the form in the
real value. The shares, however, could
First Schedule to this Act.
not be sunnlied, as these gentlemen or their
The CHAIRMAN.-The question is friends held them. The shares of this mine
that the clause be read a second time.
were merelv used bv these people for the
Mr. BROMLEY remarked that he had purpose of manipulating the market.
only just got possession of the proposed
Mr. MACKINNoN.-That is the converse
new clause. The clauses should not be'
rushed through when honorable members process j they were spec. buyers.
did not know what they were voting for.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the money
Mr. GAUNSON said he rose to a point was made in selling these shares.
These
or order. He desired to know, after the people established the shares above their
comments in the Age newspaper this morn- proper market value, and kept them floating, whether the honorable member for ing .at a big price.
Thev created a kind'
Carlton was in order in discussing ques- of fictitious demand for these shares, and
tions in Parliament at all?
as soon as thev had created a sufficient deThe CHAIRMAN.-What has this to do mand to enable them to unload enough
with the proposed new clause A?
stock to make money, they sold, appaMr. GAUNSON said he desired' to know rent! y , all their shan;s at
certain price.
whether it was in order for honorable mem- As soon as they had over-sold they would
ber~ to discus3 anything.
not supplv the shares. The people who
Mr. BROMLEY.~What do I care for the had bought the stock found' they could not
turn the scrip over to the parties to whom
Age?
now found he was perfectly justified in
asking that sub-clause (3) of clause 3 should
be retained in th!e Bill, because the land
for the Metropolitan Board of Works was
being sold to the Board at considerably less
than its value, and Parliament should be
consulted in all transactions where bodies
under the purview of Parliament wished
to complete transactions.
Those 'bodies
should not be allowed to mortgage or borrow without the direct authority of Parliament. In view of the value of the land,
he was justified in asking that sub-clause
(3) of clause 3 should be kept in the Bill.
The SPEAKER.-Of course 'the honorable member should have said that on the
third reading, but we will accept it now.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. BENT moved-

a
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they had sold, and that meant another increase in the value of the shares, because,
in order to complete the transactions,
people had to pay an increased value over
the inflated value. As soon as these people
came to a certain point they used their
powers as spec. sellers for completing their
transaction. The Stock Exchange itself
did not allow spec. selling. Spec. selling
was against the rules of the Stock Exchange. A broker was not allowed to sell
shares unless he had them, and was not
allowed to take part in these bogus transactions. The Stock Exchange had done their
best to compel those who dealt in shares to
deal legitimately, by requiring that the
sellers should have the stock at the moment the transaction took place. That was
what the proposals now before the Chamber endeavoured to effect. The honorable
member for M<lIryborough, who had had a
long experience of mining as Minister of
Mines, and was also, he believed, at one
time a member of the Steck Exchange-Mr. OUTTRIM.-Of. one Stock Exchange
-not the one in Melbourne.
M~. PRENDERGAST said the honorable member for Mary borough had been a
member of a Stock Exchange, and was a
keen observer of the matrket, and he had
stated that he could see the great evil of
this spec. selling. The honorable member
for Grenville had also extensive knowledge
of the effects of the evil of spec. selling.
In fact, many experienced people testified
t'hat the whole surroundings ofl this class of
selling was a great evil to the community.
In his (Mr. Prendergast's) opinion, these
clauses aught also to extend to options,
forwards ,and futures. There was a little
book published by an American named
Smith, who had been dealing with this
question all his life, and who had pub·
lished several works on the subject. The
writer pointed out the great evil that had
been worked upon the markets and industries by people selling something they did
not possess. Mining was one of the industries of this communitv. Not onlv were
men engaged in this evil practice of spec.
selling. but he ·would point out that a sec-'
tion of the spec. sellers were men who were
capable of doing anything in connexion
with these transactions for the purpose of
making money out of other people. People
who were engaged in spec. selling were also
engaged in crushing- other neople out of
mines by means of calls. Thev put calls
on, in some instances, that were not required, for the purpose of crushing others
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out, and of manipulating the market.
These people were noll operating for the
purpose of developing the mine itself" and
not in a way that would benefit the gold
industry of this counury, but were acting
solely for the purpose of placing money in
their own pockets, and never cared at all
whether a dividend was paid upon the
shares with which they were dealing. Any
one who read up this question would find
that the evil extended to dealing in va,rious
directions. About the first instance of this
evil, and the most villanous one, was some·
thing which English people ought to remember with a kind of shame, because of
the extent to which it affected their country. That was the deal in cotton. The
trouble that arose was not owing to the
scarcity of cotton. It was not the scarcitv
of cotton that produced the sta,rvation of
the operatives in Lancashire, but it was the
manipulation in connexion with cotton in
the markets of the world.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-The" cornering" of it?
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Yes. At that
period three separate transactions had
taken place in connexion with cotton. First
of all, the price of cotton was forced up
in England by the "bulls" until it ruined
the operators, and the mills had to close.
That was how Lancashire was affected.
Then, by "bearing," the price of cotton
was forced down bv another section, who
came in to try to beat the "bulls" on the
American market, and in that process they
ruined the producers of cotton in America.
Then, in the subsequent year, there was another transaction, which 'was wholly on the
part of< the growers, for the purpose of
beating both the" bulls" and the" bears."
The growers of the cotton destroyed many
thousands of bales of cotton bv fire, in
order to raise the price and make Lp what
had been stolen from them bv the " bulls"
and the " bears."
"'
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Ha15 that any bearing on
this question?
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Yes. It was
as essential to deal with this class of
gambling in connexion with stock as it was
to deal with any class of gambling affecting the turnover of money or the methods
of speCUlation. "That came out in connexion with the inquiry about the pavment
of secret commissions led to the introduction of a Bill for the purpose of preventing
secret commissions being paid. The evil
of secret commissions, however, was never
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such a great one in conn ex ion with indus- into stores and warehouses, and it was foltry and commerce as this form of spec. lowed by aggregating prices during the
whole period, until eventually the whole of
selling was.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Will these the surplus wheat, perhaps to the extent of
12,000,000 or 13,000,000 bushels,
proclauses stop that sort of thing?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he did not duced in a country like this, was dealt with
know whether they would completely stop in one transaction in another part of the
the evil, but if they were passed as they world, and that transaction this country
stood it would be legislation on the road might know nothing about. There might be
towards that end.
Honorable members a "corher" in wheat in that (jther part of
must bear in mind th~t in connexion with the world, and, without any scarcity being
a great number of measures for the pur- noticed at all, or without the existence of
pose of correcting an evil, the Legislature any real scarcity, the " ring" might send
had not discovered the full extent of the price up IS. per bushel, but of
the evil until after the first instal- that increased price not Qne farthing
ment of legislation had been passed. would come in the direction of the man
Then that legislation had to be corrected whO' produced that wheat in the country
afterwards to meet the evil, until, eventu- districts of Victoria. Those who dealt in
all y, the evil was forced out of existence mining knew that in a mine the shares
through the continual amendments of the might be worth IS. each to-day, and a
Act touching all the points where escape spec. seller would come in and sell bogus
was allowed in the original measure. The stock, knowing that he ceuld affect the
effect ofl these clauses was a general state- mine very materially. He rushed in and
ment of the position that spec. selling sold perhaps 5,000 shares in the mine for
should be stopped. I t treated spec. sell- 6d. each, without holding the scrip for ene
ing, perhaps leniently, as something that solitary share. He thus frightened genuine
could be stopped without much trouble, but shareholders, into
selling,
and
so
it was absolutely certain that amendments brought the shares down in price in the
would have to take place in the future be- direction he wanted. When he had brought
fore it was dealt with effectually, because the shares held by genuine investors and
to-day the laws of Stock Exchanges were call-payers down to a lower value, he made
against it, apparently without effect, as it money if he knew anything about the mine,
did take place still. Parliament was asked and then he forced the stock up again.
to step in now with legislation to affirm, Did not the Premier see that it was legitiin a mild degree, that it was necessary to mate, in a case of that kind, to' have some
put spec. selling down, and afterwards legislation dealing with spec. selling, in
more drastic legislation should follow to order to' protect legitimate enterprise and
carry out the intention of the House and to allow shares to rest on the market at
the country that people should only deal in their genuine value? A genuine speculator
that which they legitimately had, and not desiring to' speculate a few hundred pounds
hamper legitimate industry by making ille- might fancy a mine of which the shares had
gitimate profits out of the buving and sell- been going up in value for a considerable
ing of things which they did not possess. period. He saw the shares rising, but, like
The price of wheat to-dav. for instance, the great bulk of the people, he knew nowas not ruled by the legitimate cost of pro- thing about the operations of the spec.
duction. It was onlv during a little portion seller. The chances were about 10 to I in
of the career of the wheat from the grower favour of the rising value that had misled
to the consumer that the legitimate price, the speculator being a bogus transaction,
or, probablv, a price somewhat lower than engineered for the benefit of some ef the
the legitimate price, was asked for it, and butterflies that hevered round the Stock
that ,vas the period when the new stock . Exchange waiting for some simple member
came into the market in a country where of the public. The shares then wenf down
there was no "cornering" of the product. again, having only been forced up to inTust a t that time a legitimate transaction duce the investment ef legitimate capital,
took place, although at a somewhat lower and then the opportunitv was available for
price than ou!!ht to be charged. because the same disastrous results to' be created to'
then the man' who was selling the wheat anybody who mh~ht specUlate menev in the
'vas selling from necessitv,
he wanted future. Probablv seven-eighths or mere of
the money to carryon with. Immediatelv. 'those whO' dealt in stock O'n the Exchanges
however,· the whea,t left his hands it went te-day were legitimate traders, men: who
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were buying actual values, looking for the
difference of a penny in price of shares,
knowing something about calls,about the
value ot· money, and how it might it;tcrease
or decrease in the future, and buymg on
the strength of that knowledge in the expectation of making sufficient to enable
them to earn a competency, but the illegitimate trader, the mere spec. seller, was an
enemy to the community, and should be
dealt with by legislation. Several notorious
transactions were recorded in history, the
one relating to cotton, and the depression it
caused in Lancashire, being particularly
notorious. So in the oil industry, although
the actual price was lower than it was some
years ago, there was re<lllly an increas~ in
the price, because the cost of prodUction,
through the introduction of improved machinery, had been materially decreased,
while the price of the article had not come
down in anything like the same proportion.
The Americans had taken a~ion against
this sort of thing to prevent the combination of several companies to keep up prices.
They were interfering, also, to prevent the
combination of railroads, and why, then,
should this Parliament not interfere on behalf of our own people to prevent mining
stock being "cornered," not to help the
miner or to increase his numbers, or
to increase the legitimate profits of
those who took up shares in the first
instance and paid calls year after year,
but 'merely to help certain unscrupulous
individuals to dodge the market" to
inflate or depress values, an.d to "take
down" innooent people with stock at
prices which were no true indication of the
value of the .mine? The honorable member for Eaglehawk, and every other mining
member, knew that to-druy there were some
mines on the market in which the shares
stood at prices considerably above what
they were actually worth, while shares in
other mines stood at considerably less than
their legitimate va,lue.
This was only
worked by dodgery, and so much evil had
been created by this kind of thing that
the Stock Exchanges themselves recognised
it, and stepped in to prevent it as much
as possible.
Mr. STANLEY.-Would it not need a
separate measure to deal with all this?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it was a
form of gambling. Surely anv case where
a man was not getting legitimate odds for
his monev. or was getting odds out of all
proportion to what he speculated, or where
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some people had a secret advantage over
him when they were selling a thing they
did not really possess, was a form of
gambling which this House could well
afford to deal with in this Bill, in order to
protect legitimate enterprise. The honorable member for Lowan, as a wheat
grower, was well aware that the effect of
the spec. selling that extended over the
wheat <lind flour market was that it was not
the bakers in Melbourne, but the dealers in
whleat and flour, that were .making the
profits out of the bakery business. Was
not that kind of thing a canker on that
branch of commerce, something that was
oppressing the producer? The man who
grew wheat knew ,as well as possible that,
no matter what the scarcity might be next
year, the price of wheat depended principally upon the man who might be able
to " corner" it successfully, and whom he
might never see. The great bulk of the
farmers at the commencement ofl the season
had to let their stock go at small prices, to
pass then into the hands of t.n.scrupulous
individuals, who were "cornering" the food
supply of the world with the object of making money out of the artificial scarcity thus
created, while the genuine producer underneath was living from hand to mouth. This
sort of thing went on in all transactions.
A man who went on to the .market to-day
to deal in wheat would find that there was
a "ring" in America that had already begun to operate for the seasO!l1i that would be
upon us after Christmas. The price of
wheat here was not visibly affected by the
operations crf that " ring" to-day, because
they were spending none of their money yet.
In fact, they were now unloading the balance of their last vear's stock, in order to
force prices down . .as low as possible, and
this only affected the new season's wheat
"to the extent that it would be cheaper
at the oommencement of the season.
As soon as ever they were able to load up
at these prices at the commencement of the
season, the price of wheat would go up by
leaps and bounds. The wheat which these
people had bought at such low prices would
be consigned to Guam, a mythical port to
which ships were consigned, the intention
being t,hat they should go out upon the
ocean, and th:at their subsequent movements
should be directed by the rings and corners,
sometimes with the assistance of wireless
telegraphy.
Honorable
members
had
heard of the operations of Leiter in the
wheat market at Chicago, and of the
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evil existed, he wanted to leave the regulation of that evil to the people who suffered from it.
The result was that in
America those who created the evil and
those who suffered from it were left to fight
the matter out amongst themselves, and the
general public were crushed in the process.
On the other hand, thle party to which he
(Mr. Prendergast) belonged held that these
evils should be dealt with by legislationthat, while individual freedom should be
interfered with as little as possible, it was
the duty of all the people, whenever an
evil existed, to combine together and introduce legislation dealing with it, so as to
prevent people who formed corners and
combines from making an illegitimate profit
at the expense of the public. The honorable member for Gippsland South defended
these transactions on the extraordinary
ground that they were a legitimate form of
business. If the honorable member looked
round the world in every direction he would
cies?
Mr. PREKDERGAST.-No; by special find that Labour members were being sent
into Parliament to prevent these illegitimate
legislation.
1\1r. GAuNSON.-Well, produce it, and transactions which formed the base of thai
commercialism which was the curse of this
that will end the matter.
.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that if the country.
honorable member read the debate which
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).-Do
took place in the Federal Parliament with you say they are the basis of commerrespect to corners and combines, he would cialism ?
see that reference was made to the legislaMr. PRENDERGAST.-Yes.
T hie re
tion of other countries. The matter was
fully elucidated by Sir William Lyne and were men who, when they saw an opporothers when dealing with the combine that tunity of putting £5 a ton on the price of
had been established in America. in con- flour, would not hesitate to do so, in spite
nexion with agricultural implements, and of the fact that the whole community might
The commercial man made
which had extended its operations to this be starving.
his profits out of the necessities of the comcountry.
!\fr.' GAuNsoN.-That is very important. munity. So muchl was this done to-day
I have never read a line of the Federal de- that in a great number of articles that were
bates, and I hope the honorable member dealt with bv the commercial world, while
there were many thousands of honest men
will produce the report.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the honor- in the business, it was becoming ingrained
able member could read it for himself, and into the spirit of commercialism to recogthen he would see how far this form of nise that transactions which one, would
legislation had been adopted in other coun- not be guilty of towards a brother or any
tries. When 1\f r. Balfour was Prime Min- other member of one's family, might ~
ister in England he pointed out the evils carried out against the community with imconnected with these combines, but, true to punity. It was well known that if there
his Tory instincts" and to the principles of was any opportunity of forcing up the price
ConserVatism, he did not declare that he of an article by holding it back out of conwould bring forward any legislation to deal sumption, and thereby creating an artificial
with them, but he thought that individuals scarcity, that was what commercialism was
should be powerful enough to deal with the quite ready to do. It would create that
matter themselves.
Now, it was well scarcity so as to force up the price of the
known that individuals could not deal with article, and compel the public to pay starthese matters, and the difference between vation rates. This hlad occurred in conthe two schools of political thought was nexion with almost every commodity in
that, while the Conservative knew that the modern times. It was seen in connexion
action of Rockefeller and Armour, who set
out to ruin Leiter by first of all buying
wheat at a greater price than he could
afford to pay, and then rushing the wheat
in wholesale, and forcing prices down.
Very few of these transactions would bear
the 'light of day. The Americans, wise in
their generation, had hit hard at this evil,
and were determined to prevent these transactions from taking place.
Mr. GAuNsON.-That statement is very
important.
Is there any legislation in
America. at all akin to what is suggested
here?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that if the
honorable member looked at the telegrams
from America during the last three days
he would see that action had been taken
to prevent cornering in any market, especiallv by the wheat ring and combinesi.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-I suppose they proceed
under the Common Law against conspira-
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with the salt combine, the sulphuric acid
combine, and many others.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).-Is
not the present strike in the building trade
a parallel case?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it was not
a parallel case.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).-It
is withholding labour, which is a marketable commodity, so as to force up the price.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it meant
withholding labour in order to prevent
people from making large profits by forcing
up the price of an article against labour,
and insufficiently remunerating labour for
the work it did. It was a question of life
and death with labour. Honorable members could see what was taking place all
around them. The other day he went to
purchase a pair of brushing boots for a
horse. They were only worth about 2S. 6d.
or 3S. at the outside to manufacture.
There was about IS. 6d. or 2S. worth of
material in them.
Mr.

J.

CAMERON (Gippsland East).--

LeSlS than that.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that if he
went into the market as a saddler and said
that he wanted 5s. for making those
articles he would be told that he was robbing the community, and yet when he went
into a shop to buy the articles he was askeu
17s. 6d. for them. Therefore, while it
was often inferred that the pennies by
which the wages of labour were increased
meant stealing something from the communitv, no one ever came forward, unless
it was the Socialist or Labour Party, to take
any objection to the man who robbed the
community by the prices he charged for his
goods. Wages were the basis of all the
prosperity in a community. At the time
of the maritime strike in 1890 there was a
general desire on the part of the labourers
to get an increase in their wages, but the
landlords, the owners of the houses, said
(( No, you will not be allowed an increase."
These landlbrds went out and cried aloud
that the workmen wanted to rob the community, and what was the result? As soon
as the capitalists succeeded in reducing
wages down came the rents. That was the
result of failing to consider the true relationship between the wages of labour and
the prosperity of the community.
There
was not much monev lost-it was almost an
infinitesimal amou~t-in legitimate buSiness.
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Mr. GAUNSON.-Do you want to go back
to the Statute of Labourers- of the time of
Edward III.?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he did not.
The position of labour was slightly changed
since then. At that time labour had no
vote or voice. To-day we had swung over
to the other side, inasmuch as labour now
had a voice in politics. All that labour
asked was that there should be an impartial court to consider their case as against
the employer. They were no longer forced
bv the employer to take whatever the employer thought proper, but the community,
itself was brought in as an arbitrator.
Mr. GAUNSON.-But you say that the
community is divided into two great classes
-the (, have-nots" against the "haves."
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he did not
say that.
If the honorable member
would read Thorold Rogers' book, Six
Centuries of Work and Wa'~es, he would
see the whole matter discussed, and the
steps that were necessary to bring about
the ameliorati.on which was desired
by labour. All that was desired was that
there should be an independent court with
power to arbitrate, so that the employer
would have no advantage, and would not
be able to force men to accept starvation
wages.
Mr. McLEoD.--:-This Bill does- not touch
that.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he had been
led into this discussion by an interjection.
I t was a very material matter for the communitv.
Mr: SWINBURNE.-One thing at a time.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that a
great number of parallel cases- could
be found in which stocks and shares
were dealt with in an improper way,
and these clauses would meet those cases.
It was well known that these men forced
down prices by the circulation of false
rumours, and forced them up again the
same way. One of the mining members
pointed out last night that if he had the
power he would compel alII mining managers to make a statutory declaration when
furnishing their reports. That would be a
good thing to provide for in connexion with
this Bill.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).Would you compel mining experts to do the
same thing?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it would be
reasonable to compel them, hut the mining
expert travelled in history as a fantastic
liar, and no one gave much credence to his
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statements. In 1815, when Waterloo was
fought, a way was used to force down the
price of stock. The price was forced down
by false information. Nathan Rothschild
watched the fortunes of Waterloo, and s.a w
Napoleon practically defeated; he rushed
back to England across the German Ocean
at immense expense, and, having horses
waiting for him at every turn, arrived at
the London Stock Exchange the day after
Waterloo had been fought; he arrived
there, shook his head and showed a downcast countenance to the people on the Exchange, so that they immediately said that
England had been beaten at Waterloo.
Rothschild sat beside a pillar in the south
wing of the Exchange and bought debentures, until in the evening he had ten
million dolla.rs worth. An account of this
was given in Hosmer's story, The Jews.
He (Mr. Frendergast) did not quote this as
against the Jews, \,yho had as much right
as anyone else to live. His party did not
oppose any race in particular, and some of
the finest writers 011 socialistic subjects had
been Jews. As Hosmer statedIt was early morning of 20th June when he
dropped upon the capital, as if borne thither
upon the enchanted mantle of the Arabian
Nights.
Only gloomy rumours, so far, had
reached the British world. The hearts of men
were depressed and stocks had sunk to the
lowest. No hint of the truth fell from the lips
of the travel-worn but vigilant banker, so suddenly at his post in St. Swithin's-lane. Simply,
he was ready tOi buy Consols as others were to
sell. 'With due calculation, all appearance of
suspicious eagerness was avoided.
He moved
among the bankers and brokers, shaking his
hoad lugubriously. "It is a sad state of affairs,"
his forlorn face seemed to say; "what hope is
there for England?" And so his head went on
shaking solemnly, and those who met him felt
confirmed in their impression that England had
gone by the board and that it was, perhaps, best
to get away in time before the French advanced
guard took possession of the City.
But he
bought Consols, for some unaccountable reason,
and his agents were in secret everywhere, ready
to buy, though a panic seemed to be impending .
So passed 20th June-so passed 21st June. On
the evening of that day the Exchange closed,
and the chests of Nathan Meyer were crammed
with paper. An hour later came galloping into
the City the Government courier, with the first
clear news of victory. London flashed into bonfires and illuminations. The Exchange opened
next day with everything advanced to fabulous
prices.
In the south corner, under a pillar,
which was known as his place, leaned the operator so matchless in swiftness and audacity. His
face was pale, his eye somewhat .iaded; but his
head, for some reason, had lost its unsteadiness.
His face, too, had lost its lugubriousness, but
had a dreamy, happy expression, as if he beheld some beatific vision. The little gentleman
had made ten millions of dollars.

Mr. Prendergast.

Suppression Bill.

Mr. GAUNsoN.-And the poor unfortu·
nate naval officer wh'o did the same thing
was sent to gaol for conspiracy.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the writer
of the book Gospel of the Poor, from
which he was' quoting, made the following
comment on that story:"Had made" (!) had stolen, by a well-acted
lie, £2,000,000 from the bank of human misery.
Was he punished for the fraud? Not a bit. He
was honoured as "a good business man," and
"lived happily ever afterwards."

This was one of the processes of dealing.
If a man got at anybody he was doing a
clever thing.
Mr. GAUNSON called attention to the
fact that there was not a quorum present.
A quorum having been formed,
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the honorable member for the Public Officers wanted
to see as much time as possible wasted. It
was the illegitimate trader that should be
dealt with.
It frequently happened in
Melbourne that efforts- were made to force
down prices, and if a man succeeded jn
forcing down the price he sold a larger
number of the shares. When this man's
friends
saw
that he was making
money in this way, they followed his
This was gambling of a most
example.
reprehensible description, and should be
dealt with in the interests of the community just as well' as' the totalizator or any
other objectionable form of gambling. It
was essential to put down some forms of
gambling dealt with by the Bill, and it was
just as essential to put down gambling in
connexion with spec. selling. On the racecourses horses frequently ran straight, but
there was not the s·ame chance of the spec.
seHer running straight.
When people
bought stock from spec. sellers they did
not know whether they would .get any
handed over to them or not, and those engaged in the legitimate work of dealing
in stock were robbed by the sharpness and
audacity of some men on the Stock Exchanges. He hoped the new clauses would
be carried. They might not cover the whble
ground, but they would make a fair start,
and would show the people outside that
members were determined to put down this
evil. If the clauses did not put it down,
further steps could be taken later on, so
that the public would have a chance of
dealing legitimately in stocks and sh'ares,
and woul d not. have these rogues battening
on them. The new clauses were in the
right direction, but would require to be
amended to deal with options, futures, or
forwards. He wouVd strongly advise those
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who were in favour of the proposal to hold
to it, and to endeavour to deal with other
evils in connexion with wheat and other
articles of produce.
Mr. COLE CHIN said he had a very important matter to bring under notice in
the Victorian Hansard of five years ago.
The honorable member for Grenville was
not present, but the honorable member
rooked upon the matter a? being of so m~ch
interest that he asked hIm (Mr. Colechm)
to bring it before the House.
N otwithstanding the statements that had been ma?e
that certain honorable members were deSIrous of wasting time, he wished to say a
word or two in reference to the proposal.
It had been stated that this was not the
proper tline for the proposal in regard to spec. selling to be .made,
and that this W2JS not the proper BIll for
the question to be dealt with. It had been
his experience in connexion with. the be?t
alterations that had been made 1TI publIc
matters that statements had alw.a.ys been
made that it was the wrong time for the
question to be dealt with, and that they
should be 'dealt with in some other Bill. It
was not fairly urged tha,! this was .the
wrong time for the matter to ~ dealt WIth,
because it was generally recogmsed that the
purchase of shaores was gambling, but whether or not that was so, no reasonable man
would deny that spec. selling was gambling,
and led not to speculation, but very frequently to peculatian. If there was anything the House could reasonably be expected to be engaged in, it was the :prev~n
tion of dishonesty, .and to enact legIslatIOn
which would help the honest broker or the
honest lawyer, though the honorable member for the Public Officers said there were
n'J honest lawvers.
The honorable member admitted there were clever lawyers, but
no honest lawvers.
His (Mr. Colechin's)
experience was that there were clever lawyers and honest lawyers,
It was not likely
another Bill would be introduced in which
spec. selling could be dealt with, and if one
or two clauses could be added to the measure now under consideration, so that good
would be dane for the honest broker, to
the miner,. to the mine manager, and to
the people in the mining centres, it was
worth while devotingl a couple of hours to
It was
the consideration of those clauses.
said that it was impossible to enter the
numbers of shares in a book, and that
brokers would have to be running back to
their offices to enter the numbers in their
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That was a very stupid aJrgument
books.
indeed, beCClluse honorable members knew
that men on the Stock Exchange entered
the particulars of everything they were enHe was
gaged in in very small books.
speaking now of the honora?le broker.
There was the jobber, who mIght be the
broker of another broker, and that man
also had particulars of the shares, or he had
no right to go out and sell something unless
he knew it was in existence. It would be a.
splendid thing for Victoria to prevent men
.running about offering for sale what they
had no right to sell.
Such a state of affairs led to a great deal of trouble, a great
deal of injusuce, and even to dishonesty.
Pawnbrokers had to keep books dealing with very small, SU.IDS, and, in COIlnexion with another BIll he was mterested
in he was sUIprised to find the enormous
amount of book entries that pawnbrokers
had to make.
Some of the books might
be kept in a way that would lead to less
work. If pawnbrokers were called u.p~n to
keep particulars of loans of a few shlllmgs,
it was absurd to make the s~tement that
to make entries in cormexion with shares
being disposed of, where the value was
pounds or hundreds of poun?s, wot.ld be
impossible.
There were relIable brokers,
The
and there were unreliable brokers.
unreliable brokers were the mine wreckers.
Five years ago it was found that the latter
class of brokers was doing a great deal of
harm, and legislation was dem~nded for
getting over the matter, and to gIve people
redress who were asking for it.
So far as
he knew, in business it was a rare thing to
find a man selling an article of which he
was not possessed, without ha~ing a writ~en
authoritv of the owner to sell It.
Imagme
one business man going to another and offering something for sale.
He would be
asked, " Where is the aJrticle? Where can
I see it?"
The seller would have to sav
he did not know where it was, and if he
was asked whose it was he would have tQ
reply that he did nQt know.
The seller
would look perfectly stupid, and the chances
were that he would be kicked out of the
office of anv firm of commercial morality.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-ThM could not arise in
the case of selling a pound of tea.
Mr, COLECHIN said it could not a,rise
in the case of a client who went into an
office of a lawyer without anv fee in his
pocket.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-It could not arise in
the case of a man who won 1d take the
labour pledge. and deliberatelv break it.
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::\lr. GAUNSON.
I did not take the
pledge.
l'vIr. PRENDERGAST.
He is a kind of
political scab.
Mr. COLECHIN said he remembered a
good mnny years ,ago, when the late George
'Higinbotham was a barrister, he (Mr. ColeThe
chin) was a special juror in a case.
jury was called upon to trv a case of, he
thought, the ,Colonial Bank against some
storekeeper in the country for money. The
storekeeper's defence was that he paid the
money, and he produced a document.
The CHAIRMAN.-What has this to do
with the cla.use?
Mr. COLECHIN said it was to show
in reference to dGCuments how men were
sometimes called upon to purchase from a
man who had no right to sell goods or collect money. He was advised by members of
the House that monev was sometimes collected by men who had no authority and no
right to do so, ,and he deemed the clause
was for the purpose of preventing that kind
of thing.
In the case he (Mr. Colechin)
was referring to, the money was paid by the
storekeeper to a collector, and Mr. Higinbotham told the jury, and the jury believed
him, that the storekeeper had no ,right to
pay the money over aga~n.
The jury gave
a verdict for the storekeeper, but on appeal
to the Full Court the verdict was upset on
the ground that the storekeeper should not
have paid the money on a copy bill.
The
bank had sent a copy bill to their agent~
and the agent had received the money, but
had not paid it to the bank.
That was
the law then, and he 'disagreed with it. He
wished to read an extract in connexion with
spec. selling from Hansard.
On 28th
August, 190IMr. TAVERNER asked the Attornf'y-General
if he had had his attention drawn to the recent
proceeding::; in connexion with the "Duke of
York" shares on the Melbourne Stock Exchange,
and, if so, did he regard the proceedings as a
violation of anv of our present laws, ann, fur.her, did he think it advisable in the public interests that legislation should be introduced
with a view of preventing a repetition of such
questionable tactics, resulting in producing fictitiolls values of mining stock, consequently misleading the public?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT,-I desire to say
thnt my attention, and I am sure the attention
of every honorable member, has been drawn to
the recent proceedings in connexion with the
" Duke of York" shares on the Stock Exchange,
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years before it recovered, if ever it did recover.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-It was not a
case of spec. selling at all.
Mr. COLECHIN said the honorable
member should wait until he had finished
reading the particularsI do not regard the proceedings as a violation
of any 'Of our present laws, As far as the information I have at present received, there is
nothing to prevent a person even selling shares
or selling merchandise, to deliver, which he has
not in his possession at the time the contract is
entered mto. With regard to the latter part of
the question concerning the introduction of
legislation to prevent a repetition of such tactics,
the honorahle member for Mandurang has introduced a Bill whIch will deal with this matter.
Mr, IRYDIE,--That Bill dbes not touch such a
transaction as that complained of.

The lawyers disagreedSir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I have not had
the opportunity of seeing that Bill, but I wa.s
under the impression that it did do so. In
England there was an Act passed in 1734 dealing with this subject, but it was repealed in
1700. It was known as Barnard's Act, and to
some extent controlled transactions such as have
been brought under our notice during the last
few days in connexion with the "Duke of
York" shares,
That Act of Parliament fell
into disuse, and it was found necessary to repeal
it, so that in England, as far as I have been
able to ascertain, there is no law preventing
transactions similar to those which have recently
taken place on the Melbourne Stock Exchange.
Mr. MURRAy,-Did you read an article in the
Contemporary Review on the Stock Exchange of
England? It appeared in the July number.
Mr. FOSTER.-That article referred to jobbers
and dealers principally.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT,-I have not read
that article, but I will read a passage from a
work by Mr. Broclhurst entitled The Law and
Practice of the Stock Exchange, It is as follows : "At the present time complaints are frequently mad'e of the manner in which the business of the Stock Exchange is conducted. No
doubt the ease with which transactions in stocks
and shares may be carried out affords opportunities for excessive speculation, But the public are, at least, as much to blame for this
state of things as are the brokers, And if the
temptation to speculate in stocks and shares
were removed', there would probably be a corresponding increase in the speculation which already
extensively exists in such commodities as wheat
and oil-':'a form of speculation which is undoubtedly more injurious to the rommunity
generall y."

Mr. GAUNSON.-Is this from Brodhurst,
or is it Sir Samuel Gillott's own opinion?
1\1r. COLECHIN said he had stated he
was going to read what Sir Samuel Gillott
He was informed bv the honorable member stated from Brodhurstfor Grenville that the spec. selling in oonIn the first place, because there is no such
nexion with fhat mine was a very serious efficient machinery for controlling the actions
blow to the mine, from which it was many o~ dealers in these commodities as exists in the
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case of members of the Stock Exchange; and,
secondly, because such speculation affects the
interests of a far larger class than does speculation in Stock Exchange securities.
On the other hand, as Chief Baron Kelly
pointed out in Grissel v. Bristowe, the Stock
Exchange "affords to the public the v·ery great
advantage of being enabled, by means of a
stock broker and a jobber, to buy or sell at any
moment any quantity of stock, or any number
of any description of shares at the market price
of the day, and concluding the transaction, at
the latest on settling day; whereas, without
such a practice, everyone having a given
amount of stock, English, foreign, or colonial,
or of d-ebentures, or shares in railways or other
joint s'tock companies, to buy or sell, must wait
until a seller or buyer could be found to sell
or buy the exact quantity of stock or shares
which is to be parted with or acquired-a state
of things which, in this country, where some
hundreds of these purchases and sales are
effected every day, would be found intolerable,
and would speedily demand a. remedy, than
which no better could be devised than this practice, so long established, and which has never
until now been called in question."

Then Sir Samuel Gillott saidThis is a very difficult subject mdeed, and if
the measure which the honorable member for
Mandurang has introduced does not deal with
it, I shall be happy to give the matter further
attention. But I may say that in England
transactions between vendor and purchaser, wIth
regard to shares, are absolutely untrammelled,
save and except as controlled by the rules of
the Stock Exchange.

That showed clearly that able men like Sir
Samuel Gillott were prepared to look into
this matter.
Mr. GAUNSON.--Did you say "Labour
men" ?
Mr. COLECHIN said he stated " able
men" ; he was not speaking about the honorable member for the Public Officers. If
such able men as Sir Samuel Gillott and
other honorable members of this House saw
over five years ago the necessity for some
legislation, surely there was some justification for putting this .amendment into the
Bill in order to make the worst portion of
these jobbers comply with conditions that
should be complied with, and to compel
them to have something to go upon, and to
require that they should have authority by
writing, or in some other way, to transfer
to the buyer what they had sold to him.
Was it not a fact that some of these men,
who had no knowled[e where they were to
get the shares, were taking money from
peop1e by Trying to sell The shares? Some of
these people would not be trusted by any
one with the scrip, and when the time came
round for delivery they were unable to buy,
and o~ered to compromise and pay the difference, but did not pay. If they had the
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luck to find the shares, they were, nevertheless, . acting untruthfullv. It was said
that some of the biggest liars to be found
were stockbrokers. He had heard an honorable member state the same thing of tea
brokers and tea importers, .and it was stated
the other e~ening that he (Mr. Colechin)
had been a tea importer. He had never
imported a pound of tea in his life. If
these people had been in the habit of taking
money for services they had never rendered,
then even the honorable member for the Public Officers should give assistance in preventing them from acting in such: a way. The
leader of the Opposition, in the course of
his remarKs, said something about "corners."
There had been cases here to his
(Mr. Colechin's) knowledge where tea,
flour, and other things had been "cornered)) in this State.
Thev had only
been little (( corners"
and combines,
but they had made it impossible for
people to get the goods that were
(( cornered" at the price they ought to have
paid for them.
He had shown that honorable members of this House had promised
five years ago to do something in connexion
with this matter, and, as far back as seven
years ago, in England, promises had been
made that legislative steps would be taken
in that country.
Mr. McKENZIE.-What Bill was it that
was introduced by the then member for Mandurang?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-It was a Bill
to regulate stock and share brokers.
Mr. COLECHIN said the discussion he
was quoting from took place on 28th August, 190I, and the notice-paper of that
date would indicate to the honorable member what Bill dealing with this question was
then before the House. No doubt the honorab:e member could get a COPy of that
Bill from the officers of the House. Those
who desired to place this amendment in the
Bill had made out a good case, and he
hoped the Chamber would recognise that
that was so, and allow these clauses to be
placed in the Bill in the interest of honest
sellers, buyers, and brokers, and of others
who were concerned in the mining industry
of this State.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) remarked that he did not propose to take up
very much time, as he spoke upon this subject last Thursday. He found, however,
that he had let some of the illustrations
which had been given bv honorable members
pass unchallenged. The objection had been
taken that this Bill was not the place for
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the inclusion of clauses of this character.
He did not know that there was very much
in that contention. When the Chamber was
dealing with all sorts of gambling by mea'ns
of a Gaming Suppression Bill, there could
be no great objection to including in the
Bill clauses which were proposed for the
purpose of stopping what undoubtedly was
a form of gambling. He had never been
an apologist or advocate for spec. selling.
He had pointed out, however, that the spec.
seller was sometimes t~e means of protecting legitimate investors from loss, where an
attempt was being made to knock down the
value of stock. In those cases, the spec.
seller came in, and his operations' very often
had the effect of saving stock that would
otherwise have been reduced in value by the
operations that were going on. The honorable member for Geelong, together with
the leader of the Opposition, referred to
the case of the Duke of York mine shares,
a transaction that took place here in about
1901.
Thev used that case cas an instance
to show the necessiry for passing the clauses
proposed by the honorable member for
Grenville{.
From what these honorable
membets said,; he Joould only form the
opinion that neither of them had a very
intimate knowledge or idea of what spec.
selling was.
That case had nothing to do
with spec. selling.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-These clauses
would not have touched the Duke of York
case.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
the Duke of York case was not a case of
spec. selling at all-not the original part.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK. - It was a
lloorner."
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
none of these clauses would touch a transaction on the same lines as that very extraordinary one. If l)e remembered rightly, the
Duke of Yor k transaction was not a spec.
selling transaction, but a transaction of the
rigger. Certain clever individuals conceived
the idea of getting all, or almost all, the
shares of that company into their possession,
and they very nearly succeeded. Figuratively speaking, very nearly all the shares
were locked up in a box. Then those
people began inquidng for Duke of York
shares. No shares were offering, and they
went on raising their price until some men
who had a verv intimate knowledge of the
prospects of the claim thought they would
be perfectly justified, although they did not
hold the shares, in selling to the riggers
some shares at the prices they were offering.
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The spec. seller then certainly appeared on
the scene, with the result that after the
three days he was unable to deliver to the
gentlemen who had made the II corner" in
Duke of Yorks.
IMr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Then
spec. selling had somethmg to do with it.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
spec. selling had the effect there of preventing one of the greatest rigs that was ever
attempted, and broke it down. If if had
not been for the spec. seller, there would
have been one of the biggest swindles that
had ever taken place. The spec. seller had
to pay very dearly for doing that, for the
spec. seller had to offer great prices to induce shares to come forward. If the riggers
had succeeded in getting every share locked
up in the box, they would no doubt have
made the spec. seller pay handsomely for
his trouble in selling shares of which he
was not possessed. However, there were a
few shares which were not in the box.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Was not that close on a
criminal conspiracy?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
that was a question for the Government of
that day to have oonsidered. To quote the
Duke of York case as a swindle caused
through the spec seller, was a misconception altogether. It was the spec. seller who
prevented the swindle, and the spec. seller
would be equally effective now if attempts
were again made with operations of that
character.
Mr. GAUNSoN.-What do you understand
to be the effect of paragraph (b) of clause
C?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
the leader of the Opposition supposed a
case where the shares in a company were
worth a shilling, and the spec. seller came
in and offered to sell 5,000 of them at 6d.
That was not the spec. seller's game, because he did not offer to sell shares at 50
per cent. or any other per cent. below their
value in the market. He sold at what he
regarded as the highest rate in the market, because he honestlv believed that the
prospects of the mine did not justify that
value, and trusted that before the three
days expired, when he could be called upon
to deliver the scrip, the re~l prospects of
the mine would have been made patent to
the public, and that the shares would have
come back to their normal value. He would
then be able to purchase them from people
who were offering in the market, and so
deliver to those individuals who oftentimes
had been interested in giving high prices
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to force the shares up for some specific
reasons ofi their own the shares that he
undertook to .sell three days previously.
The install1ces of spec. selling were very
few. There might be an occasional instance, but the regular spec. seller was not
much in evidence. He could not last long
in the market. He had only one fate before him-the wall-because in these days
the men who invested in mines and those
who were living at a distance had their
advisers, who were as keenly alive to the
prospects of any mine as any man 0111 earth
could be. They were always alive to what
the real value of the shares was, according
to the prospects of the mine, and therefore
the spec. seller did not get very much opportunity.
Honorable members cou~d
realize how little the spec. seller was 111
evidence in our malrket by comparing the
dailv quotations in the metropolitan press,
or in the press of. the mining centres, of
the stocks that had been dealt in for the
last two or three months. It would be
found that there was hardlvanv variation
whatever, except what was 'iusti~ed by the
prospects or the resU!lts of the mme. If a
stock was quoted two months ago as
Buvers 56s.," and the quotation to-day
was,' perhaps, 45s.: the justificati<:n for
that fall in value would almost certamlv be
'found in the decreased yields of the mine
for some time past. It was not owing to
the operations of the spec. seller that t~is
decrease in values had occurred. The nuning world knew pretty well as well as it
could know in mining matters what the
prospects of a mine were, and what was
the proper value of the shares. There was
no market so sensitive- as the share market. Take the New Moon stock, in Bendigo. Their value was somewhere between
,-1".7 and £8. They were on the eve of paying their 200th dividend. The'! had been
paying dividends continuousl v for the last
fourteen or fifteen years, to the extent, altogether, he thought, of £30 odd per share.
If, however, a thousand shares in the New
Moon, in which there were about 24,000
shareS in all, were placed on the market in
a lumn from the estate of the late Mr.
George Lansell, for instance, or some other
Inrae investor. while the prospects of the
mi.n~ could not be in the sliQ"htest degree altered bv the nlacing of that parcel on the
market: nevertheless the value of the shares
would be materiallv affected. and there
would be a big depreciation. That was because the market was so sensitive. Supposing, again, for some reason a large holder
t(
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found it necessary to realize. the public
would take alann 'almost immediately at
the fact that his shares were upon the market, and without stopping to consider whether he felt it necessarv to realize through
some private affairs of his own, they would
at once assume that he was selling because
there was something wrong in the prospects
of the mine. and men who had never· contemplated for one moment parting with
their jnterest would be falling over one another in the desire to unload. The result
would be that a property that was not in
the slightest degree affected in its real !!oldproducing prospects would be materiaJly
lowered in value in the market. The mineowner or mining investor knew what stocks
were wporth, 'and it was 00 very rare occasions that the spec. seller succeeded to any
great extent in filling his own pocket. The
greatest complaint he ever heard about spec.
selling was in a market where men bought
in literaJly at the top, and, the prospects
not appearing sufficiently good to sOme individuals, they sold a lot of shares that
thev did not have, but which they were
bOllnd to deliver in three days Or take the
consequences. The people who had bought
in at the top of the market, expecting. to see
a f.urther advance the next dav, found that
other information had come in to the effect
that the prospects, which looked so brilliant
the day before, did not, in the calm light
of ordinary everyday rea:son, disclose a
justification for such an advance in price.
The fact had also alw~vs to be borne in
mind that when values had taken a good
advance those who had got in at a Jow rate
felt constrained to take their profits, and
the result was the ordinary one of supply
and demand, because, whereas on the first
day it was all demand and no supply, there
was on the second day a fair supply for the
demand in force. The people who had purchased at the top of the market the night
before, not finding on the following day
the advance they naturally anticipated. and
very often finding a slight set-back, turned
round and blackguarded the spe.c. seller,
and a.ttributed the whole of the cause of
that virtual standing-still to his operations.
That might be justifiable on some occasions,
but not on all. He did not wish, however,
to stand here as an apologist or advocate
for the spec. seller. The operations o~ that
individual were not good hnes of busmess,
any more than was the dealing in mar~ins
carried on in the bucket shops of Amenca.
It was gambling pure and simple, and was
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not at all the legitimate business of a stock
and shaae broker or legitimate investment
in stocks and shares.
Mr. GAUNSoN.-What do you call bucket
shops?
.Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
it was a term used in America. He never
saw a bucket shop, and he could not vouch
for the accuracy of any description he
might attempt to give. He was only thankful that there were none of them up in his
district.
\Vhilst there was possibly a
necessity to take some kind of steps to prohibit wholesale gambJing in an illegitimate
manner on the Stock Exchange, the proposal ofi the honorable member for Grenville was not the way to effect the reform.
It might have the effect desired by the honorable member of effectually preventing
spec. selling, but it would do - a great deal
more, for it would effectually prevent threefifths of the business that was being done
now on the Stock Exchange from being
transacted at all. It was quite evident that
the honorable member for Geelong, who
talked about the full particula,rs carried
by the broker in his note-book, had not had
much to do on Stock Exchang-es, either at
a hot time or an ordinary time.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I know of my
own knowledge that this week there have
been sales of Broken Hill shares to London
to the extent of over :/.'10,000, and therefore the numbers of the shares could not
ha ve been known.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
he pointed out on Thursday last that it was
practically impossible to complv with the
If
requirements of these new clauses.
thev were passed, business might go on, but
no sharebroker who was doing business legitimately could do what they required, and
therefore he would be liable to be shot at
bv anvbodv and fined for f,ailing to do certain things. Probablv very few honorable
members had seen the stock and share market at a time when anvthing big wa!; on.
When a claim suddenly came on gold in
the reef of aJ magnificent character, things
were warm, not only in that particular company, but in adiacent companies, and shares
were not sold then in tens and fifties, but
in hundreds and thousands.
They were
changing hands continuouslv.
The other
night he mentioned that on the Bendigo
Stock Exchange, during the last two or
three vears-he forgot the exact periodthere had been onlv one small case of dispute which had to 'come before the committee for decision, and yet business was done
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in the most free 'and easy manner between
the different brokers. If these clauses were
passed, they would undoubtedly prevent any
man from spec. selling, because he would
then be unable to sell shares that were not
in his possession, but at the same time they
would interfere with legitimate business.
They would hamper it with so many details
as to make it almost impossible to carryon.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gl~t)'pslalld East). How will the provision that the name of the
seller must be stated work out in a case
w here one of the 'Qirectors wishes to unload
his stock?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
he supposed fhat at least three-fifths of the
scrip that changed hands upon the exchange
was not in the names of the actual owners.
A might sell to B 500 Clarences, which
were in the name of A. . B would not
transfer them into his own name, unless he
wished to hold them as an investment, but
he would probably sell them in the course
of a few days to C, who also would not
bother to transfer the scrip unless he inIn a case of that
tended to hold them.
kind it would be verv difficult to comply
with' the spirit of the~e clauses.
It was
reall v another of those ill-considered ideas
which were intended to effect .a. purpose
that was undoubtedlv a good one in itself.
It would be easy to s'pecifv the date of each
sale or purchase, but to give the exact time
of each transaction would be practicall v imThe name of the purchaser
possible.
could easilv be supplied, because it would
be the broker to whom the shares were sold.
hut, ,as he (l\fr. Bailes) had pointed ou( it
was not so easv .to give "the name and description of the person for whom ~uch
shares are sold."
The broker cOl1ld only
rrivp. thE" TJame of the nerson bv whom the
order was given to him.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-Is not scrip negotiable
the same as a pound note?
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
that so long as the scrip was in order it did
not matter a fig in whose name it appeared.
The holder of the scrip need not necessarily
be the registered proprietor.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-That is right.
Mr. A. S. BAILES (Bendigo East) said
that of course if the holder of the sorip
wanted to lift the dividends, he must beThe price
come the registered proprietor.
paid for the shares was always stated on
It was entered at the time
the sale note.
in a note-book, which was canied bv the
The broker did not enter in his
broker.
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Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Rill,
41i 2 •
Furnitltre Trade-ApP.lications for Overtime
Permits, 1083.
(~~l.Ining Suppression Bill, 3070, 30 i l , 3073,
3 166 , 3.V4, 335 6 , .n~8, .1430, 34.3 1, 34.12,
35 06 ,
3433,
35 01 ,
35 02 ,
1:0~.
3505·
35 0 i, 350C), 3510, 35 11 , 35 12 , 35 16 , 35 1 7,
.'35 21 , 35 2
3530, 313 1, 3535, 353 6 , 3537,
3618, 3619, 3621, 3622 , 362 3, 362 4, 362 5,
~620, .36~0, :~6~1. .'l0~ ~t ,76"14, .1016, 101- •
6 38 , 36 30, 36 40 , 36 c)4, ,36<)5, 36 97, 6 q8,
36 q<), 3i ol , 3i 02 , 3i 0 3, 3i 6 S·
(~oldftelds Maps, 2403·
Governor's Speech, 187.
Improvement of Crown Lands. 159·
Income Tax Bill, 1084, 1365, 137 1 , 13i 2 , 1374,
13i5, 13i 6 , 137 8 .
Inter-State Conference, 180-", 1c)74.
Jubilee of Responsible Coverument 2866,
28;6, 2890. 34°1; Congratulations of Anglican Church Congre;;s, 3069·
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 839, 10°4,
II65, 117S, IIii, Ilil), IISO.
Licensing Bill, 3801, :~868, 38 76 , 38 77, 3 8 78 ,
.187<), 3880, 3881, 3 R82 , ,7883, 3884, 3 886 ,
1888, 388q, 3890, 38 92 , 3 893, 381)i, 393 8 ,
393<), 3940, 3Q41, 10 4 2 , 3944, 3945, 3946 ,
3949, 3950, 395 1 , 3C)5 2 , 3953, 3054, 3955,
3q~6, 3C)57, 3960 , 3~b2, 3<)63, 3!)64, 396 .1,
3Q66, :N6i, 3<)68, ~o6Q, 4o~~, 4 0 q, 40~~,
405i, 4°59, 4060, 061 , 4°6 3, 4°6 4, 4 162 ,
416."h 4164. 4 16 5, 4 166 , 4 16 7, 4 168 , 4 16 9,

9,

3

3
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Hon. J. M. (co1;tinued)DAVIES, Hon. J. M. (continued)Lifts Reguiation Bill, 848, 849, 850, 851,
Waterproof Clothing Makers Wages Board,
8:;2, 4044.
198 7.
Lin;itation of Actions Bill, 1481, 1641, 1643,
Waterworks Land Sales Bill, 3359, 3801,
1645, 4 177, 4 178 .
3802 .
Loan Acts Amendment Bill, 3537, 3597, 3598,
Widows and 'Young Children iMaintenance
3771.
Bill, 4 0 72, 4074, 1°75, 4171, 4178.
Maldon'Rates Bill, 26qo, 3163.
'\iVife Beating, 2227.
Maldon Rates Bill (No.2), 3144, 3771.
Wire··netting Manufacture at Pentridge, 4146.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 1481,
',,"omen's Suffrage Bill, 1155:
1
16
0
164 ,
4 , 3160, 3161, 3162, 3401 , 4045.
Milliners W ~es Board, 844.
Mines Ventilation-Dr. Summons' report, 1083. Divisions-In the House-On Mr. McLellan's
amendment on motion for second reading of
Mining Accidents, 3323.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Money Lenders Bill, 1481, 18°7, 1810, 1813,
Bill to omit "now" and insert "this day
18 14, 1816, 37 08 , 3709, 3710, 3711, 37 12 ,
six'months," 1II3; on Mr. Harwood's
'4°48 .
amendment on motion for second reading of
Municipal Endowment Dill, 1004, 1084, 1096,
'''omen's Suffrage Bill, to omit "now" and·
1097, 1098 .
insert "this day six months," II62; on Dr.
Opium Smoking Prohi.bition Act 1905 AmendEmbling's amendment to substitute "Tuesment Bill, 3, 43 2 , 434, 435, 43 6 , 438.
day next" for" to-morrow," in ~r. Davies'
,Parliament Refreshment Rooms, 438.
motion "that the second readmg of the
Personal Explanation, 4146.
.
Gamiag Suppression Bill be made an order
Police Offences Acts Amendment BllI, 1991,
of the day for to-morrow," 3°73; on Mr.
2228, 2237, 2243, 2244, 2245, 2246, 2247,
Harwood's amendment on motion for second
224 8.
reading of Adult Suffrage Bill, to omit
Printers and Newspapers Act 1895 Amend" now" and insert "this day six months,"
ment Bin, 4 1 48, 'P::3'
3154; on Mr. Sternberg's motion f?r adPublic Meetings Regulating Bill, 34 01 , 3707.
journment of debate on second readmg of
Queensland Fruit Fly, 2693.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3358;. on Mr.
Railway Department-Accounts, 442; gratuiMelville's
amendment on
motion
for
ties, 443; Inferior Carriages on Bendigo
adoption
of
report
from
C0111:mit~ee
Special· Train, 856; Sunday Labo,!r and
on
Vlater
Supnlv
Loans
Application
Sunday Goods Trains, 2691; OvertIme of
Bill, 3692; on Mr:- Harwood's amendm~nt
Locom'otive Enginemen and Cleaners, 2692,
on motion for second reading of Factones
2876; Accident Compensalion and Insurance
(Employment of Chinese) Bill, to omit
Moneys, 3868.
" now" and insert "this day six months,"
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3537, 3599,
3800;
on Mr_ Sachse's motioJD. that C:ouucil
3600, 3601, 3602 , 3603.
agree to resolution in favour of creation of
Railway Loan Bill, 3S37, 359 8 , 3599.
Carriage Builders Wages B03:rd, 41?2; on
Railways Aurlit Bill, 1633, 1806, 1807.
Mr. Davies' motion for CouncIl to dlsagree
Resign;tion of Hon. H. 'V. H. Irvine, 1639.
with Legislative Assembly's amendmen~ Oll
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 6°3,
Council's amendment in clause 75 of LIcen69 1, 70 7, 708 , 709.
.
sing BiU, 4166.
Sessional Arrangements - App01l1tment of
Standing Committees, 432; Days and Hourf. Divisions - In Committee - On Mr. Brown's
amendment in Mr. Davies' amendment on
of Sitting, 43 2 , 3166, 3359', 3402, 2897,
clause 4 of Children's Courts Bill, 994; on
6
39 9 ' .
.
.
Mr. Harwood's amendment in clause 21 of
South Afnca Contmgents PensIOns Act 1905
same Bill, 1003; on Mr. Rees' new clause
Amendment Bill, 2403, 2693.
l'e adverse possession in Limitation of AcStanding Orders Committee's Report, 984,
tions Bill, 1645; on Mr. Melville's ameI,ld1084ment in clause 2 of Money Lenders BIll,
St. James' Chureh Lands Bill, 3936, 4147.
I8IS; on Mr. Evans' amendment in cla,!se
St. KiJda and B]'i~hton Electric Street Rail3 of Police Offences Acts Amendment BIll,
way Extension Bill, 1806, 197<\., 1984, 1985,
~241; on Mr. Rees' amendment to omit s?b.IQ86, 1987, 2248.
clause (2) of clause ~ of Boilers Inspection
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 3775.
Bill, 2707; on Mr. Manifold's proposed n.ew
Surplus Revenue Bill, IIS4, J357, 1365.
paraaraph (j) in clause 4 of same Blll,
Trust Funds Act 18q7 Further Amendment
2884 ~ on Mr. Rees' amendment. in sub'Bill, 3359, 361 7.
clause (2) of clause 20 of same .Blll, 3081;
Trustees Law Amendment Bill, 421, 627, 62 9,
un Mr. Manifold's amendment m clause 8
630, 631.
of Gamini Suppression Bill, 3508; on Mr.
'(Tnclaimed Funds Bill, 33 23, 3683, 3684, 3685,
L!ttle's amendment in clause 17 .of same
3686.
Bill, 3518; on clause 17 of same. BIll, 3529;
Fnderwriting of Local Loan, 440.
on Mr. Manifold's amendment m clause 22
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 2690,
of same Bill, 3535; on Mr. Mi.1ler's motion
3 16 ], 3 16 S, 3 166 , 404~·
for a suggestion to the LegislatIve Assembly
Victorian Loans Redemption and Conversion
to amend the schedule to the 'Water Supply
Bill, 1004, 10QQ, II04, 1I0S.
Loans Application Bill, 3617; on Mr.
Voting by Post Bill, 407Q, 4147.
Austin's amendment in sub-clause (6) of
'Valha!la Railway, 160. I6I.
clause 16 of Gaming Suppression Bill,
'Yater Supply Loans Application Bill, 343.1,
3629; on clause 58 of same Bill, 3641; on
.1 60 3, 300 '1, .3 60 q, 1610, 36II, 3613, 3686 ,
Mr. Ritchie's amendment in clause 4 of
68
3 7, 3688 , 36£9, 3692.
Licensing Bill, 3881; 00 "Mr. Harwood's

DAYIES,
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Divisions-In Committe~ (continued)amendment in clause 43 of same Bill, 3939;
on Mr. Harwood's amendment in clause 45
of same Bill, 3942; on Mr. Davies' amend·
ment in same clause of same Bill, 3944; on
Mr. Harwood's amendment in clause 75 of
same Bill, 3953; on sUlb-clause (2) of clau~
76 of same BiU, 3956; on clause II4 (tiell
houses) of same Bill, 3967; on Mr. Davies'
amendment in Mr. Manifold's new clause
in same Bill, 4055 j on Mr. Melville's proposed new clause in same Bill, 4057; on Mr.
Rit<;~lie's p_roposed new clause in Closer
Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill, 4°71 ;
on clause 3 of Factories and Shops Acts
Amendment Bill, 4175; on clause 5 of
same Bill, 4177.
Doncaster Cool Stores-Question by Mr. Melville in Committee on Appropriation Bill,
4140; subject discussed, 4141.
Drainage Areas Act 1905 Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly and read
first time, 148o; passed through remaining
stages, 14S9; amendment recommenned by
the Governor agreed to, 1807.
Eagle~awk . Police

~ourt statement by Mr.
Hlcks In Commlttee on Appropriation Bill
re repairs of Eaglehawk and other country
police courts and police quarters, 4141.

EI)GAR, Hon. W. H. (Melb. West Prov.).
Adult Suffrage Bill, 3148.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve }{evocation
Bill, II 12.
Children's Courts Bill, 616, 98;-, 989, 992,
1001, 1003.
Close of the Session, 4179.
t :loser Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
40 5 1, 40 71.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I). 162.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 439, 441.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
4 1 74, 4 1 76 .
Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill,
3800.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3418, 3510, 3516,
3636 , 3640, 3695.
Improvell Small Holdings Bill, 379 1, 3796,
3797·
Inferior Railway Carriages, 8~8.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 1167.
Licensing Bill, 3g61, 4167, 4168.
Maldon Rates Bill (No.2), 3773.
~Iunicipal Endowment Bill, 1093.
Parliament Refreshment Rooms, 4N
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2232,
2245, 2246.
Railway Loan Application Bi'll, :~603.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, noS.
Stanrling Orners Committee's report, 1084.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3165.
'Walhalla Railway, 162.
'Vater Supply Loans Application Rill, 3616,
36 9 0 .
William Burston Bill, 4153.
Elections and Qualifications Committee-Appointed, 603.
E'lwood Reclan;ation 'Yorks-Statement bv Mr.
Cain in Committee on Appropriation Bill,
4 1 46 .

Hon. W. H. (S. Prov.)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1634Adult Suffrage Bill, 3149.
Agricultural
Implement
Makers
'Vages
Board, 1487.
Approp'riation Bill, 4076, 4078, 4141, 4142.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2413, 2694, 2698,
27 01 , 2706, 27 0 7, 2708, 27 0 9, 2885, 28~7,
3 157, 4 149, 4 150 .
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 1106.
Cardboard Box Makers \Vages Board, 3768.
Carriage Builllers 'Vages Boards, 4161.
Consolidated H.evenue Bill (No. I), 161, 162.
Coode Canal Improvement vVorks, 162.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 3403.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill~
4 1 75.
Fisherman's Bend Improvement 'Yorks,162.
Flour Millers Wages Board, 1991.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3070, 3°72, 3336,
35°5, 35 06 , 3508 , 35°9, 35 15, 3520, 3524~
Jj 2 7, 3S34~ 3 b1 9, 3698 , 36 99.
Howqua, Mansfield, Kilmore, and Romsey
Shires, 4141, 4142.
Income Tax Bill, 1367.., 137 2, 13~4.
Jubilee of Resp'onsible Government, 28;- 1.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, Il66.
Licensing Bill, 3881, 3884, 3885, 3886, 3887~
3888 , 38 )0, 38 9 1, .1 8 f)2, 38 93, 3 895, 3939,
394 2 , 3944..2. 395 1, 3955, 3957, 395 8 , 3959,
396 4, 39 6 7,. 3968 , 405S, 4064·
Lifts Hegu!ation Bill, 849, 85 1, 85 2, 853, 854.
Medical Practitioners L.l.w Amt'IHlment Bill,
4 1 54, 4 1 57.
Milliners \Vages Board, 842.
:Municipal En<lO\.yment Bill, 1086.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2231.
2243, 2244, 2245, 2246.
Resignation of Hon. H. W. H. In'ine, 163<).
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 696.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1981, 1985.
'Surplus Revenue Bill, 1361.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 3683, 3684.
Victorian Loans Redemption and Conversion
Bill, 1101.
Walhalla Railway, 161.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3604~
3606, 3608 , 368 9.
vVaterproof Clothing ~Iakers 'Vages Board,
1988.
'''life Beating, 2227.
William Burston Bill, 4150, 4151.
\Vomen's Suffrage Bill, II58.

EMBLING,

Hon. VV. J. (Representative of Pub?i::
Officers a11d Railways Officers)
Adult Suffrage Bill, 3152.
Agricultural
Implement
:Makers
V,";tges
Board, 1488.
Appropriation Bill, 40;-6, 40~~, 4 14 2 , 4145.
-4 1 4 6 .
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2420, 26Q7, 2704,
2706, 2R83, 2~86, 2887, 2888, 2889, 28qo,
3082, 3°84, 30S S, 3088 , 3°89, 309 1 , 3 158 .
Borhoneyghu-rk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 1006, 1010, I lOS.
rarriage Builders 'Vages Board. 4160, 4161.
Children's Courts Bill, 625, 986, 987, 9ql.
99 2, 999, 1002, 37 06 .
Close of the Session, 4 I 79·
Closer Settlement Act Ig04 Amendment Bill.
4 06 9, 40 70 .

EVANS,

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Hon. W. J. (continued)Crown Law Department Messengers, 40 77,
4142 •
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I), 161.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 439, 44 1,
44 2 , 443·
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 24 24.
Factories and ShoPs Acts Amendment Bill,
4 174, 4 175, 4 176 .
Flour Millers Wages Board, 199 1.
Fruit Cases Bill, 37 15, 37 16 , 37 1 7, 37 66 .
Gaming SUfPression Bill, 34 26 , 35°3, 35 04,
3505, 3515, 3519, 3527, 3622, 3625, 3628 ,
3629, 3640, 3641, 3693, 3694, 3695, 3696 ,
37 02 .
Governor's Speech, 185, 422 .
Income Tax Bill, 1371, 1373, 137 8 .
Instructor in Art of Teaching Singing, 4 145.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, II7 I , II7 6 ,
II79·
Licensing Bill, 3883, 3884, 388 5, 3945, 3948,
3954, 3966 .
Maldon Rates Bill (No.2), 3773·
Milliners Wages Board, 844·
Money Lenders Bill, 18II, 1812, 1815, 37 10 .
Municipal Endowment Bill, 1094, 1097, 1098 .
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amendment Bill, 434·
Parliament Refreshment Rooms, 439.
Pianos at Contmuation School, 3074·
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2233,
2238, 224 1, 2247·
Puhlic 'Vorks
Department - Professional
Officers, 4142.
Railway Department-Accounts, 442; Gratuities, 443, 4145; Repairing Gembrook Line,
2424.: Overtime of Locomotive Enginemen
and Cleaners, 2692, 2876; Accident Compensation and Insurance Moneys, 3868 , 4 143;
Commissioners' Management and Requirem...ents of Employes, 4143.
Railway Loan Application Bi.ll, 3599·
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 703·
St. 'Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1981.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 377 6 ,
37 8 1.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1363.
vValhalla Railway, 161, 162.
Warders' Sundays off, 4077, 4142.
Water Supply Loans Application Dill, 3687,
36 92 •
V\rilliam Burston Bill, 4153.
'Wire-netting Machines, 4146.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 1004, II54, II58.

EVANS,

Factories and Shops Act 1905-Messages from
Assembly re Wages Boards for milliners,
709; agricultural implement-makers, 854 ;
soap-makers, 854; candle-makers, 854; water·
proof clothing-makers, 1113; flour-millers,
1114; bicycle, tricycle, and motor cycle.
makers, 3°74; cardboard box-makers, 30 74 i
paper bag-makers, 3074; carri,age-builders,
3144; farriers, 3144. (See Milliners Wage.!
Board,
Al{ricultural Implement Makers
Wages Board, ~c.).
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BillReceived from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 3936; second reading moved
by Mr. Sachse, 417.3; debated, 4174; Bill
read second time, 4174; considered in Committee, 4174; progress reported, 4177.

Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read
first time, 3323; second reading moved by
Mr. Sachse, 3798; amendment by Mr. Harwood that Bill be read second time "this
day six months," 3798; amendment carried,
3800 .
Farriers Wages Board-Message from Assembly
requesting concurrence of Council in resolution in favour of creation of board, 3144;
motion by Mr. Sachse that Council agree to
rewl ution, 3801; agree to, 3801.
Federal Elections-Question by Mr. Hicks re
sitting of House on Wednesday, 12th December, date of polling for Federal elections, 3323; question by Mr. Rees re
posting of returns in the precincts of the
House, 368I.
Fisherman'~ Bend-Statement by Mr. Davies on
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I) re improvement works at Fisherman's Bend, and
widening of Coode Canal, 159; by Dr.
Embling, 162; by Mr. Pitt, 162.
FITZGERALD, Hon. NICHOLAS (S. Prov.)
Children's Courts Bill, 3704, 3706
Close of the Session, 4178.
Flour Millers ·Wages Board, 1990.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2869.
Resignation of Hon. H. W. H. Irvine, 1639.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1364.
\Vnterproof Clothing Makers vVages Board,
198().
(See Chairman of Committees.)
Flour Millers 'iVages Board-Message from
Assembly requesting concurrence of Council
in resolution in favour of creation of, I I 14 ;
motion by Mr. Sachse that Council agree to
resolution, 1989; debated, 1990; agreed to)
1991.
Friendlv Societies Acts Ame-ndment Bill-Recei~ed from Legislative Assembly, and
passed through all stages, 4172.
Fruit Cases Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly and read first time, 3074 i second
reading moved by Mr. Pitt, 3714; debated,
3715; Bill read second time, 3716 i considered in Committee, 3716, 3765; read third
time, 3766; message from Legislative Assembly intimating agreement with one of
Council's amendments, but with an amendment, 3879; amendment dealt with, 4049.
Fryer, Case of Detective Robert.
(See Police
Department. )
Furniture Trade-Question by Mr. Rees re applications bv Europeans and Chinese for permits to work overtime in the furniture trade,
1083·
Gaming Suppression Bill-Rece:ved from Legislative Assembly and read fir;t time, 3070;
motion by Mr. Davies that the secopd reading
be made an Order of the Day for the following day, 3070; debated, 3070; amendment by
Dr. Embling that second reading be made an
Order of the D~y for that day week, 3°72;
amendment carned, 3073; statement by Mr.
Davies re Despatch of Bill, 3166; second
reading moved by Mr. Davies, 3324; debated by Mr. Harwood, 3333; Dr. Embling,
3336; Mr. Manifold, 3340; Mr. Brown,
3343; Mr. Pratt, 3145; Mr. Ritchie, 3345;
Mr. Campbell, 3348; Mr. Balfour, 3350;
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Gaming Suppression Bill (contz1ntted)Mr. Miller, 3353; Mr. Cain, 3354; :tv!r.
Cussen, 3355; Mr. Pearson, 3357; debate adjourned, 3358; resumed by Mr. Sternberg,
3404; Mr. Hicks, 3405; Mr. McBryde,
3407; Mr. Crooke, .1408; Mr. Stuart, 3410;
Mr. McLellan, 3412; Mr. Luxton, 34 17;
:Mr. Edgar, 3418; Mr. Baillieu, 3420; Mr.
Melville, 3421; Mr. Little, 3423; Mr. Aikman, 3425; Mr. Evans, 3426; Mr. Payne,
3429; Mr. Rees, 3430; Bill read second
time, 3430; considered in Committee, 3430,
3501, 3617, 36<)2; recommitted, 3703; recommitted and read third time, 3765.
Gippsland Roads-Statement bv Mr. Melville
in Committee on Appropriation Bill re vote
for roads in Gippsland, 4141; subject discussed, 4141, 4142.
Gold-fields, Maps of.
(See Mini11~ il-Iaps.)
Goulburn Levees-Statement bv Mr. Cussen in
Committee on Appropriation Bill re damage
by floods, 4145; question by ~:Ir. Cain, 4146.
Governor, His Excellency the (Sir R. A. J.
~albot, K.C:B.).-Speech on opening sesSl?n, I; mohon by Mr. McBryde for ComlUittee to
prepare Address-in-Reply, 4;
seconded by Mr. Hicks, 4; agreed to, 4;
Committee's report brough.t up, 4; motion by
Mr. McBryde for adoptIOn of Acldress-inRepl)', ~; seconded by Mr. Hicks, 7; debate adjourned, 10; continued by Mr. Melville, 21; by Mr. Harwood, 28; by Mr.
Rees, 33; by Mr. Cain, 40; by Mr. Miller,
4 2 ; by 1~r. McLellan, 44 j debate adjourned,
4 8 ; contmued by Mr. McLellan, 164; by
Mr. Brown, 167.J bv Mr. Pratt 173' by
Mr. Ritchie, 176; bv Mr. Luxto~, 178'; by
Mr. Balfour, 179; by Mr. Cussen, 183 j by
Mr .. Evans, 185; debate adjourned, 187;
contmued by Mr. Evans, 422; address
adol?ted, 43 2 ; His Excellency's reply, 603;
mohon by Mr. Davies for adoption of address to the Governor requesting His Excellency to transmi~ to Principal Secretary
of State for Colollles address to the Kina
on fiftieth anniversary of first meetin a of
Victorian Parliament 'under Responsibl: Government, agreed to, 2876' statement by
~r. Davie.s of arrangements for presentation to HIS Excellency of above address,
28 90 ; state.ment by the President, 2891 j His
Excellency'S r.eply, ..1°69; His Excellency
a.ttend~ and gIVes hiS assent to Appropriahon Bill, 4157.

Hamilton Land Resumptiun Bill-Received from
Legislative Assemblv, and read first time,
60 3; passed through- remaining stages, 709.
Hon. T. C. (South-Western Prov.)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill 1633.
Adult Suffrage Bill, 3149.
"
Agriculturnl Implement Makers 'Yages Board,
14 83.
Bicycle Makers Wages Board, 376;-.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2408, 26qS, 269q, 2708,
27 0 9, 288 9, 3 080 , 3°83, 30 <)3, 3 1 S5, 3 160 ,
4 1 51.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Resen'e Reyocation
Bill, 1006.
Candle Makers "~ages Boarel, q8o.
Cardboard Box Makers ,rages Board, 3768.
Carriage Builders 'Vages Board, 415<), 4160.

HARWOOD,

Hon. T. C. (C01tli1111cd)Children's Courts Bill, 443, 444, 610, 9 84,
985, 986, yS7, 9<)2, CJ94, yg.~, qq6, 997, Y9 8 ,
999, 1000, 1001, 1490 , 149 1, 37°4, 37 0 5, 3706 ,
4 0 47.
Closer Settlement Act H)04 Amenument Bill,
4050, 4 0 .1 1, 4 06 7, 4 068 , 4070.
Companies Law Further Amelldment Bill,
2228.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (Xo I), 159.
Consolidated Reyenue Hill (No.2), 421, 438.
C:onsolidated Reyenue Bill (Xu. 3), 1]7\1.
Crown Grants Hill, 1635, 1636, 1637, 1b3S.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 3402.
Drainage Areas Act 1905 Amendment Bill,
1489.
Election as Cnofficial Leader of the House,
19·
Factories ant! Shops Acts Amenument Bill,
4 174.
Factories (Emplo\'ment of Chinese) Bill, ~-98.
Fruit Cases Bill, 371S, 1716, 3765, 404Y, ' ,
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3070, 3333, 34.jO,
343 1 , 35 0 4, 35 08 , )~O(), 3SIO, 35 1 4, t~18,
3.1 20 , 35 22 , 3S3 0 , 3~J2, 353 6 , 361 9, 3622 ,
3630, 3 6 39.
Governor's Speech, 28.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 709.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3789.
Income Tax Bill, 1366, 1373.
Jubilee of Responsible (~overnment, 2S6() ;
Congratulations of Anglican Church Congress, 3070.
Juvenile Smoking PreYention Bill, II6S, IIi9.
Licensing Bill, .1872, 1877, 388.1, 3888, 3892,
3Q3 8 , .1()19, 3Q4 0 , , 104 1, ?04 2 , 3943, ~().d. "
394 6 , 394Q, 3QSo, 39S I , 39.~1, 39,~4, JQ~6.
3957, 395 8 , 3959, 3960, 39 61 , 39 62 , 3963,
39 6 4, 396 5, 39 66 , 3g 68 , 4 0 58 , 4 0 59, 4 061 ,
4 062 , 4 06 3, 4°6 4, 4 164, 4 16 S·
Lifts Regulation Bill, 712, 84S, 848, 849, 850,
37 12 .
Limitation of Actions Bill, 1644.
Maldon Rates Bill (Ko. 2), 3i72.
Marriage Act Further Amendment BiIl, 1640,
1641, 3 161 , 3 16 3, 3401 , 404.~·
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Hill,
41.S4, 4I16, 4 157, 4 1 S8.
MiIliners 'Vages Board, 841.
Money Lenders Dill, 3710.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 108S, 1097.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act Ig05 Amendment Bill, 43~, 434, 43 6 , 437·
Paper Bag Makers "-ages Boarel, 77':"1.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2230,
2236, 224 2 •
Printers an(l Kewsp:1pers Act 18g.S Amendment Bill, 4148.
Public Meetings Regllhtin'!. Bill. 1';"07.
Resig!l:1tion of Hon. H, 'V. H. Irvine, 10~().
Separate Represent:1tion Repeal BiIl, 6<)2, ;-07·
Soapmakers "-aQ'es Board, q80.
South Melbourne L1!1d ActlgoS Repeal Bill,
1004·
Standing- Orders C'ommittee's Report, 1084.
St. James' Church Lands Bill, 4I1':'·
St. Kilc\a and Bri!!hton Electric Street ROliI·
way E,·tension Rill, IO~6, lQ84.
Surplus Re\'enue Bill, 1160.
Trustees Law Amendment Bill. 620, 630.
Vacant Fnclaimecl Lands Sale Bill, .1104,

HARWOOD,

116~,

·u66.

Victorian Loans \o!1yersion anti Redemption
Bill, 109<), IIO], 1104.

LEGTSLA'£IVE COUNC£L.

HARWOOD, Hon. T. C. (continued)'Water Supply Loan~ Application Bill, 36I1,
36 90.
\Vidows and Young Children Maintenance
Bill, 4073, 4°74, 4075, 4171.
\Villiam Burston Bill, 4151, 4153.
\Vomen's Suffrage Bill, Il56.
Hon. ALFRED (Belldigo Prov.)
Adult Suffrage Bill, 3151.
Appropriation Bill, 4078, 4141, 4146.
Bendigo Creek, 4141.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2414" 2697, 2701, 2889,
289°·
•
Borhoneyghurk Timber Re~erve Revocation
Bill, I I 13.
Charities Vote, 4146.
Children's Courts Bill, 90!.
China Naval Contingent, 441.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,

HICKS,

40 51.

Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 441.
Continuation Schools, 3868.
COl!ntry Police Courts, 4141.
Country State Schools, 4141.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 3166.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
4 1 76.
Federal Elections Polling Day-Sitting of
House, 3323.
Forests Bill, 4141.
Fruit Cases Biil, 37 15, 3717.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 340.'), .1505, 3507,
35 19, 35 23, 36 95, 3699.
Governor's Speech, 4, 7.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3792.
Inferior Railway Carriage", 8)4, 858.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, Ilio, llii,
II78, lI80.
Licensing Bill, .~N51, .,95 2 , 396.1, 4054, 4064·
Maldon Rates Bill (No.2), .1iiJ.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 4046.
MiQes Ventilation, 1083. 4141.
Municipal Endowment Bill,I092.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2234,
2238, 2245, 2246.
Separate Represent:ltion Repeal Bill, 699.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 136~, q6S.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3687.
Howqua and Mansfield Shires-Statements bv
Dr. Embling, in Committee on Appropriation Bill, re needs of these and other poor
shires, 4141. 4142. (See also Municipal Endowment Bill).
Improved Small Holdings Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
3]23; second reading moved by Mr. Sachse,
,784; debated, ~787; Bill read second time.
3795.; considered in Committee, 3795; read
third time, 3798.
Income Tax Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 1084; second
reading moved by Mr. Davies, 136.S; debated, '1366; Bill re:ld second time, n71;
considered in Committee, 13i I; read third
time, 1378.
Inter-State Conference - Statements by Mr.
Davies and the President re ad lournment
of House to allow Inter-State Conference
to meet in Council Chamber, ·180.~-6; reporl
of resolutions, proceedings. and debates of
Conference presented by Mr. Davies, 1974.

IRVI~E,

Hon, H. W. H. (!I'elson Prov.)
Resignation as Member of Council, 1638, 1805.

Jubilee of Responsible Government in VictoriaMotion by Mr. Davies for adoption of
address to the King on 50th anniversary of
first meetiilg of Parliament of Victoria
under
Responsible
Government,
2866 ;
debated by Mr. Harwood, 2869, by Mr.
FitzGerald, 2869, Mr. Embling, 2871, Mr.
Balfour, 2871, Mr. Sternberg, 2872, Mr.
Melville, 2872, Mr. Pratt, 2873, Mr. Miller,
28i4, and the President, 2874; agreed to,
2876; motion by Mr. Davies for address to
the Governor requesting His Excellency to
communicate above address to the King,
agreed to, 28i6; statements by Mr. Davies
and the Presidcllt of arrangements for presentation of above addresses to the Governor, 289°-I; His Excellency's reply,
3069; letter of congratulation from Anglican
Church Congress, 3069; His Majesty's
.Repl y to. a?ove .address, 3401.
J llstIce, AdministratIOn of-Question by Dr.
Embling whether Government would enact
a l?enaIty for wife-beating that would
punl,sh the offender, and not the wife and
family, 222,.
J u\'enile Smoking Prevention Bill-Received
f.rom Legislative Assembly, and read first
t~me, 839; statement by Mr. Davies re motIOn for second reading, 1004; second reading postponed, 100.); moved bv Mr. McLelI~n, 1162; debated, 1I6'i; Bill read second
tllne, 1 I?S; considered in Committee, 117.'i;
re-commltted, 1I8I; read third time, Il8I.
King, His Majesty the-Motion bv Mr. Davies
for adOI?tion of address to the" King on the
50th anl1lversary of first meeting of Parliament
of Victoria under Responsible Government,
2861?; debated, 286Q.; agreed to, 2876; His
Ma.Jesty',s Reply, 3401. (See also Jubilee of
_. Re·QPonszble Government in V£ctoria).
I\..mgower Land Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 4°79; passed
through remaining stages, 4 1 48 .
Land Settlement. (See Crown Grants, also
Crown Lands).
Leader of the House-Statement by Mr. Har,,,ood that he had been elected unofficialleader of the House, 19; Mr. Harwood COllgratulated by Mr. Davies, 20; by the President, 20.
L!brary Com:nittee-Appointed, 43 2.
Llcensmg BIll-Received from Legislative Assem~ly, and read first time, 3801; second
readlllg moved by Mr. Davies, 3868; debated bv Mr. Harwood, 38i2; Mr. Ral four,
.":!~i i; MI". Melville,. 3873; Mr. Miller, 38,6;
Blll n~ad second tune, 3876; considered in
C~mmlttee, 3876, 3879, 3937, 4051; recommitted. 4059; read third time, 4064 i message from Legislative Assemblv intimatina
disagreement with some of COUl~cil's amend~
ments, 4162; message dealt with, 4162; mess~ge from Leg~shtive Assembly intimating
disagreement WIth one amendment insisted
on by the Council, and agreement with
others, but with amenclments, 4167; amendment not further insisted on, and Assembly's

INDEX.

Licensing Bill (continued)amendments
on
Council's
amendments
agreed with, 4167; motion by Mr. Davies
authorizing Clerk to correct in clauses 2
and 6 any references to re-numbered
clauses, agreed to, 4170; amendments recommended by the Governor agreed to, 4171.
Lifts Regulation Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Sachse, and read first time, 158; second
reading moved by Mr. Sachse, 709; debated,
712; Bill read second time, 717; considered
in Commi,ttee, 845; read third time, 1004;
returned from Leg.islative Assembly with
amep.dments, 3074; amendments dealt with,
3712; amendment recommended by the Governor agreed to, 4044.
Limitation of Actions Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Davies, and read first time, 1481; second
reading moved by Mr. Davies, 1641; Bill
read second time, 1643; considered in Committee, Ib43; read third time, 1645; returned from Legislative Assembly with
amendments, 4177; amendments dealt with,
4177; message from Legislative Assembly
insisting on their amendment to insert new
clause C, 4178; disagreement with new
clause insisted on, 4178.

LITTLE, Hon. WILLIS (N.-E. Prov.)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2711.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
4 0 51.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3423, 3S 16 , 3.1 1 7,

35 18 , 3S34·

Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, I I ;8.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 1091.
Stock Diseases (Llspection Fees) Bill, 3778,
37 8 1.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3617.

Lonn Acts Amendment Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembl v, and read first time,
3537 ; passed through rem a1l11l1 g stages,
3.'1<)7-8; amendment recommended by the
Administrator of the Government agreed to,
3i11.
Loan Flotation-Question by Mr. Pavne re
item in Consolidated Revenue Bill '(No.2)
for expenses of underwriting local loan of
,£'1,600,000, 440; statement bv Mr. Davies,
440; by Mr. Luxton, 441.
'

LrXTON, Hon. THmIAs (Melb. South Pr(lv.)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2412, 2889, 28f)0, 3075,
4 1 :;0.

Borhone\'ghnrk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, j112.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 441.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3417, 3521, 3627.
Governor's Speech, 178.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3790.
Income Tax Bill, 1370.
Licensing Bill, JQ48, JQq, 4063'
Local Loan Flotation, 441.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2240,
2244, 2247·
Trustees Law Amendment Bill, 631.
'Vomen's Suffrage Bill, IIS8.

McBRYDE, Hon. D. E. (S.-E. Prov.).
Appropriation Bill, 4078, 4141.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 24II, 2696, 2701, 2879,
30 77, 30 79, 3 157.
Children's Courts Bill, 615, 986, 939, 990,
1002, 149 2, 3704.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
4050, 4069·
Days and Hours of Sitting, 3403.
Doncaster Cool Stores, 4141.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3072, 3407, 3524>
3533, 3 61 9, 362 4, 3 62 9, 363 2, 36 94.
Gippsland Roads, 4141.
Governor's Speech, 4.
•
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 37 8 9.
Income Tax Bill, 1368.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, I I 70, IIi6Licensing Bill, 3881 , 3946, 3952, 3953, 3961,.
40 59, 4 166 .
Money Lenders Bill, 1809, 1810.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2235,.
2240.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1980.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 377 6 ,
3780, 3782.
'William Burston Bill, 4153.

McDONALD, Hon. J. Y. (Wellingtoll Prov.)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2883, 2886, 2888, 30 75,
30 76 , 3°77, 3 159.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 33S8, 3510.
Licensing Bill, 3886, 3887, 3961, 4059.
St. Kilda an,i Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 198 5.

McLELI,AN, Hon. All\~f (Melb. East Prov.)
Adult Suffrage Bill, 3151.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2696, 2710, 2882, 3086 Borhoneyghurk TImber Reserve Revocation
Bill, IIOS.
Carriage Builders \\~ages Board, 4161.
Children's Courts Bill, 618, 999, 1001, 1002,.
149 1 .
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,.
4 0 68.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,.
4 174, 4 175, 4 176 .
Fact?ries (Employ.ment of Chinese) Bill, 3799.
Gammg SuppressIOn Bill, 3412, 3515, 35 17,.
35 22 , 3 620 .
Governor's Speech, 44, 164.
Inco~e Tax Bill, 13:- 8.
Juvel11le Smoking P!evention Bill, 1004, II62,.
II75, II77, II78, II80, II8I.
Licensing Bill, 3885. 40:;6.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3 162 ,.
4°45·
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 223 1,.
2245·
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 698.
Stock. Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill. 3779.
~.nclaimed Funds. Bill. 1681, 3684, 3686 .
Waterproof Clothmg Makers "\Vages Board,
1988 , IQ 8 9·
Maldon Rates Bill-Brought in by Mr. Davies,
and read first time, 2690; Bill discharged
from the paper, 3163.

LEGISLA.TIVE

Maldon Rates Bill (No. 2)-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and r.ead first t.ime,
3 1 44; standing orders relatmg to pnvate
Bills suspended to allow Bill to be proceeded with, 3771; second reading moved by
Mr. Davies, 3771; debated, 3772; Bill read
second time, and passed through remaining
stages, 3774.

MANIFOLD, Hon. W. S. (W. Prov.)
Boilers lnspection BiB, 2410, 2699, 27 08 , 27 09,
2877, 2879, 2884, 288 5, 288 7, 2889, 30 75,
3076, 3078, 3081, 3085, 3087, 3088, 308 9,
3092, 3093, 3096 , 3 159, 4 172.
Children's Courts Bill, 1490.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 3402 .
Drainage Areas Act 1'905 Amendment Bill,
1480 .
Fruit Cases Bill, 37 17, 37 66 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3070, 334 0 , 343 1,
3433, 35 01 , 35 0 7, 35 08 , 35 09, 35 11 , 35 13,
35 15, 3516, 35 2 3, 35 26 , 353 0, 3535, 353 6,
3537, 3618 , 3621 , 3622 , 362 3, 362 4, 362 5,
3628, 3629, 3630, 363 1, 36 32, 36 33, 3634,
3635, 3636, 3637, 3638, 3640, 36 94, 3695,
3698, 37 01 , 37 02 .
Improved Small Holdings Bill. 379 6 , 3797·
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 1178, 1I80.
Licensing Bill, 3876, 3877, 3880, 3881, 3882 ,
3883, 3888, 3889, 389 1, 38 92, 393 8 , 3940 ,
3943, 3948 , 3949, 3950, 395 6 , 3957, 3960,
3962, 40 51, 40 52, 40 53, 40 54, 40 55, 4°59,
4060, 4062, 4°64, 4163, 4166.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 712, 849, 850, 85 1, 85 2,
85:~, 854·
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3162.
Money Lenders Bill, 1812.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 1090, 1097.
New eonditions in Crown Grants, 3-936.
Petition re
The Ozone," Warrnambool, 20,
g8.
Pofice Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2238,
2243, 2246.
Printers and Newspapers Act 1895 Amendment Bill, 4148.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3601.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 696.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 3160,
37i4, 3780, 37 8 t.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3165.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 36°9,
1610, 3616.
'Widows and Young Children Maintenance Bill,
40 73, 4074, 40 75.
William Burston Bill. 4ISI.
'Women's Suffrage Bill, 1159.
(C

Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Davies, and read a first time,
1481; passed through remaining stages,
1640; returned from Legislative Assembly
with amendments, :~oQ6; amendments dealt
with, 3160; message from Legislative Assembly insisting on theiT amendments, 3401;
message dealt with,1401; message from
Legislative Assembly still insisting on one
amendment disagreed with by Legislative
Council, but with an amendment, :~87c); disagreement with amendment insisted on,
4 0 45.

(II )

COUNCIJ~.

Medical Practitioners Law Amendment BillReceived from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 3433; second reading moved
by ,Mr. Pitt, 4154; debated, 4154; Bill read
second time, 4156; considered in Committee,
4156, 4157; read third time, 4158.

,

MELVILLE, Hon. DONALD (Melb. North Prov.)
Adult Suffrage Bill, 3074, 3 144, 3154.
Appropriation Bill, 4078, 4140.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2418, 2695, 2703, 2881,
2883, 288 7, 3079, 3°84, 3088 , 3 159.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 1I07.
Cardboard Box Makers Wages Board, 3769.
Children's Courts Bill, 623, 3706.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I), 159.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 4'1-0, 44 2.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
406 5, 4°69·
Crown Grants Bill, 1636.
Doncaster Cool Stores, 4140.
Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill, 3799Flour Millers Wages Board, 1990.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3072, 3421, 3.~I4,
35 2 4, 35 26 , 3640, 36qq.
Gippsland Roads, 4140.
Governor's Speech, 21.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3787, 3796.
Improvement of Crown Lands, 159.
Income Tax Bill, 1377.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2872.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 10°4, I I 73.
Licensing Bill, 3873, 388 5, 3893, 3894, 3960,
40 56 , 40 57.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 714.
Limitation of Actions Bill, 1644.
Loan Acts Amendment Bill, 3.S98.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
4 156 , 41.S7·
Money Lenders Bill, 1809, 1810, 1813, 3710.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 1087.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amendment Bill, 437.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2238,
224'1, 2244.
Public Meetings R'!gulating Bill, 3707.
Railway Department Accounts, 442.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3600, 3601,
3602 , 3603.
Railways Audit Bill, 1806.
Resignation of Hon. H. W. H. Irvine, 163q.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 694Soap Makers Wages Board, 1381.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, IQ76.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1362.
Water Supply Loans Application BiIl, 3603:
.360.S, 3612, 3688 , 368 q.
Widows and Young Children Maintenance
Bill, 407.3.
William Burston Bill, 415~.
Women's Suffrage Bill, II60.
Member, New-Introduced and Sworn-Mr.
Austin, 2403.
Member, Resignation of-Announcement of intended resignation of Mr. H. W. H. Trvine, 16~8; statements by Mr. Davies, Mr.
Harwood, Mr. Embling, Mr. Melv~Ue, Mr.
FitzGerald, and the President, 1639-40; resignation announced, 1805.

(12)
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Members, Roll of Past and Present-Presented,
2866.
Messengers, Promotion of.
(See Grown Law
Departmellt).

Money Lenders B;lI-Brought in by Mr. D:lvies
and read first time, 1481; second reading
moved by Mr. Davies, 1807; debated, 1809;
Bill read second time, 1810; considered in
Committee, 1810; read third time, 1816; returned from Legislative Assembly with
amendments, 3144; amendments dealt with,
3708; message from Legislative Assembly
intimating that the!: had agreed to one of
Council's amendments on their amendments,
but with amendments, 3879; message dealt
with, 4048.
:Motion for the Adjournment of the Hou,;eProposed to enable honorable members to
discuss public question-By :Mr. Manifold
re new conditions in Crown Grants, 39 . ~6.
Municipal
Endowment
Bill-Received from
LegisIntive Assembly, and read first time,
1004; second reading moved bv Mr. Da\'ies,
1084; debated, 108:;; Bill read second time,
109.:;; considere(\ in Committee, 1096; read
third time, lOgS.

Hon. EDWA~ (East l'arra Prov.)
Adult SuHrage Bill, 3 1 ~.~.
Appropriation Bill, 4076, 40 78 .
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2705, 3079, 3086 , 30 90 ,
3094, 3096, 3160.
,
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 1l0g.
Children's Courts Bill, <}C)0, Qc)9·
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
4°51.
G;lming Suppression Bill, 3°7 1 , 33.13, :ns 8 ,
3s 0 4, 35°5, 3510, 3~13, 35 26 , 3534, 3620,
36241 3627, 3633, 3635, 3636, 36 37, 3640,
37°1.
(~O\'ernor's Speech, 4 2 .
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3790, 379.1·
lncome Tax Bill, 1368 , 1373, 137S·
Jubilee of Responsible (~o\'erl1l~ent, 28 74.
Nelson Province, Representation of-Election of
Mr. E. H. Austin (in place of Mr. H. \V.
Juvenile Smoking PreventIon Bdl, I I i I .
H. Irvine, resigned), announced, 24°3; ~Ir.
Licensing Bill,~876, ~884, 11)43, 3947, 39.1 0 ,
Austin introduced and sworn, 2403.
3<}S3, 3C)5C), 3C)61, 4166.
Maldon Rates Bill (No.2), 3774·
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3 16 1. Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 190.1 Amend.
ment Bill-Brought in bv :\1r. Davies, and
3162, 3163, 4 0 4 6 .
.
Municipal Ellllowment Bdl, 10<)3·
.
read first time, J; second reading moved by
Police Offences Acts Amendment BIll, 2234,
Mr. Davies, 4.~2; debated, 4B; Bill read
second time. 4.H; considered in Committee,
223C), 2 2 4 4 · .
.
Separate Representatton Repeal BIll,. 701.
434; read third time, 438.
South and East ~ielhourne Lands BIll, 37 8 3,
Paper Bag Makers Wages Board-:Message from
37 84, 4°47·
.
Stock Diseases (InspectIOn Fees) Bill, 37 81 ,
Assembly requesting concurrence of Council
in resolution in Lwour of creation of board.
37 82 .
.
Surplus H.evenue Btl!. 136.3.
3074; motion by !'.1r. Sachse that Council
Talbot CololI\' for Epileptics Act H)O.:; Amend.
agree to resolution, 3;-7°; agreed to, 37;-1.
ment Bill, 631.
Parliament-Opening of the session, I; -prorogaTrustees L1W Amendment Bill, 630'
tion, 4233.
l Tuclaime(l Funds Bill, .1684.
Parliament Buildings Committee - Appointed,
Yacant Pnc1aimed Lands Sale Bill, 3 16 .1'
43 2 .
Yirtorian T.oans Redemption and Conversion Parliament House-SLttel11ent by ~Ir. Campbell
Hill, 1I0I, 1103, 1105.
re closing ()f gate at Rathdown-street en'Yater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3606 ,
trance to Legislative Council end of P;'Ilia16oC), 36II, 3615, 36 17, 1 68 7, 36Q I..
ment House, 20; bv Mr. Balfour, 20; by
'Yidows and Young Children Mamtenance
Mr. Davies, 20; by the President, 20.
Bill, 407S, 4 1 71.
PAYNE, Hon. T. I-I. (Melb. South Prov.)
Children's Courts Bill, 4047.
Milliners "~ages Board-~lessage from Assembly
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 440.
requestin~ concurrence of Council in resoluGaming Suppression Bill, 34 2 9, 35 14, 3533>
tion in favour of creation of board, 709;
3619, 3620, 3624, 3631.
motion bv Mr. Sachse that Council agree
Licensing Bill, 39':;3, 3C)66.
to resolut'ion, 83<); debated, 841; a'greed to,
Lifts Regulation Bill, 848.
845·
Local Loan Flotation, 440.
Mines Ventilntion-Question by Mr. Hicks re
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2245.
copies of report bv Dr. vValter Summons
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 6Q~.
on v~ntilation of Mines! 1083; statement by
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 3-780.
Mr. I-licks in Committee on Appropriation
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1362.
Bill, 4141.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3 610 .
Mining Accidents-Question bv Mr. Sternberg
whether the GO\'ernment would introduce a
Bill on lines of N .S.W. Mining Accident PEARSON, Hon. WII.LLU[ (Gippsland Prov.)
Relief Act in order to make provision_.for
Days and Hours of Sitting, 33':;9.
widows and children of those killed in VicGaming Suppression Bill, 33.:;6, 3357, 3431~
torian mines, ~UJ.
3533, 362 4, 3628 , 36 3 2 , 36 93, 36 96 , 3697.
Mining Maps-Question by Mr.
Sternberg
3700, 3701.
whether Minister of Mines woul(1 cause upImproved Small Holdings Bill, 3794, 3iQ5,
to·date maps of Victorian gold-fields to be
3796 , 3797·
supplied to minin~ registrars in mining
Licensing Bill, 38 <)2, JC)52, 3953, 3961, 405i~
centres for use of !2ublic, 2403.
4 0 59, 4°60.
MII.U:R,

LEGISLA'L'lVE

Penal Establishments-Statements by Mr. Evans
in Committee on Appropriation Bill re Sundays off for warders at Pentridge, 40n,
4142; question by Mr. Evans re purchase
of wire-netting machines, 4146; statement by
Mr. Davies re manufacture of wire netting
in Pentridge, 4146.
Personal Explanations-By Mr. Campbell re
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3.197; by M~·.
Davies re appointment of messengers III
Crown Law Department, 4146.
l'etitions-R e publican's licence for " The
Ozone," vVarrnambool, 20, 158; re Factories
(Employment of Chinese) Bill, 3799; re
Carriage-b\lildcrs Wages Board, 3936; re
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
40 76 .

Piallos at Continuation
Instruction. )

School.

(See

Public

Hon. WILLIAM (Melb. East Prov.)-Min.
ister without office.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 839, 1005, 1009, 1010, II07, 1113.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I), 162.
Coode Canal Improvement Works, 162.
Fisherman's Bend Improvement \'-orks, 162.
Fruit Cases Bill, 3°74, 3714, 3716, 3717, 3766,
4°49·
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3515, 3517, 35 I 9,
3621 , 36q6, 3697, 3699, 3700.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 603, 709.
I~pl'Oved Small Holdings Bill, 3794, 3795.
KIng-ower 1,and Bill, 4079, 4 148 .
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Rill
41~4, 41~6.
'
Pri~ters and Newspapers Act 1895 Amendment
Bill, 407f), 4148, 41 ~8.
Redbank Recreation Reserve Sale Rill, 603,
7°C)·
Reg'istration 0 f Births. Deaths, and ::\farriaaes
Act Further Amendment Bill, 3070. 3144~
South and East Melbourne Lands Bill 2866
3782, 3783, 3784, 046.
"
South Melbourne Land Act 1905 Repeal Bill,
421, 1004.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 30 73,
3 16o ,. 37i 6 ,. 37 80 , 3781, 3782.
VegetatIon Diseases Act 1896 Amendment Bill,
3359, 3800.

PITT,

4

Police Department-Question bv Mr. Ritchif> a~
to proposed transfer of Detective Robert
Fryer from Melbourne to a countrv district
30 74.
-,
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill-Broll<Tht
in by Mr. I?avies, and read first time, 1991 ;
serond readIng moved bv Mr. Davies, 2228;
deb~ted) 22.10; Bill read second time, 223 6 ;
c~>nsldered In Committee, 223 6 ; read third
time, 2248.
PETT, Hon. J. M. (N.-W. Prov.)
Boilers Inspection Bill. 269Q, 3°84, 3158, 3 I SQ.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, II12.
Children's Courts Bi.Jl, 622, 987, 9Q4, 3706.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
4°68.
Flour Millers Wages Board, 1990 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3345, 35 15, 3519,
353 2 , 362 4, 3626 .

com~·CJf,.

Hon. J. M. (cofltinued)Governor's Speech, 173.
Improved Small Holding:, Bill, 3791.
Income Tax Bill, 1373.
Inferior Railway Carriages, 857.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2873'
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, II66, II76.
Licensing Bill, 3886, 4056, 4057, 4058, 4062,
4°64·
Lifts Regulation Bill, 714.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 1640,
164 1 .
Money Lenders Bill, 1816.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 1094.
Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill, 2240 .
Public Meetings Regulating Bill, 3707.
South and East Melbourne Lands Bill, 37 83.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, IQ87, 2248.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 37 82 .
Vacant Unclaimerl Lands Sale Bill, 3 164.
Victorian Loans Redemption and Conversion
Bill, 1101, JI05.
\Vater Supply Loans Application Bill, 361 5.

PRATT,

The (Sir H. J. \VRIXON, K.C.M.G.,
K. C. )-Rulings and Statements ofAdult Suffrage Bill, 3144.
.
Amendments in clauses passt'd by both Houses,
4 1 5 1 ..
Bills-Requiring statutory majority on second
and third readings, 707; motions for second
reading, 1004, 30;'2; private members' Bills,
100.1; Bills containing provisions already
dealt with during same session, 3144; private Bills, 4151.
Close of the Session., 4179.
Debate-Adjournment of, 48, 186, III3, 3358;
imputation of ignorance to member, 175;
reflections on Acts of Parliament, 702; right
of honorable member to reply to arguments
in second reading speeches, 706; quotations
from Assembly debates, 2416; imputatiOD of
motives to honorable members, 2422; use
by honorable member of expression, "In his
country hal f the people would be tight as
lords," 3408; imputation of lack of CODscience to members, 4169.
Election of Mr. Harwood as unofficial leader
of the House, 20.
Entrance to Parliament House Grounds, 20.
Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill, 379<).
Gaming Suppression RiJl~Order of Day for
second reading, 3°72.
Inter-State Conference, 1806.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2874,
28 9 1, 3 0 6q; congratulations from Anglican
Church Congress, 3069.
Motions-For adjournment of debate, 4 8 ,
186, 3158; to create 'Vages Boards under
Factories Act. 137(). 4161; amendments on,
1989, 4160, 4171; for suspension of standing
orders, 41 .~I.
Petitions-Rr publican's licence for "The
Ozone," 'Varrnambool, 20, 21, 158; relating
to Bill pending before Legislative Assembly,
15 8 ; presented during second reading debate, 3799.
Resignation of Hon. H. \V. H. Irvine, 1640,
180.5'
Returns, 28i6.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 70 j.
'Villiam Burston Bill, 415J.

PRESIDE:-.1T,
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INDEX.

President, Absence of the-The Chairman of
Committees takes the Chair as Acting President, 1645.
Printers and Newspapers Act '18gS Amendment
Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly
and read 1St time, 40j9; second rea,ding lnd
Committee stages, 4148; third reading,
41.18; message from Legislative Assembly
intimating disagreement with one of Council's amendments, 41i1; amendment not insisted on, 4173.
Printing Committee-appointed, 432.
Prison Labour. (See Penal Establishments).
Public Instruction-Question by Mr. Evans as to
llllrchase of a "l'erzina" piano for Continuation SdlCh)l, Melbourne, 3074; Question
by Mr. II icks ri' establishment of Continuati~)U Schools at BendIgo, Ballarat, and Geelong, .1R6X; question by Mr. Evans in Committee on Appropriation Bill re proposed
a. ppoin!ment of "inl;tructor in the art of
teaching singing," 414S. (See State Schools).
Public
~I('etin~s
Regulating
Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
lime, 3401;
passed through remaining
stages, .1ioi.
Public \Yorks Department-Statement by M-.
EYans in Committee on Appropriation Bill
rI' position of profcssional officers, 4142.
Queensland Frnit Fly-Questions by Mr. Cussen regarding discovery of Queensland
fruit th ill New Zealand, and prevention
of its introduction into Victoria, 2692.
Rabbit Extirpation-Question by Mr. Ritchie re
ilem in Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4),
24 24.
Railway Department-Question by Mr. Melville
rc debiting railway accounts with interest
on the proceeds from sales of railway land,
442; question by Mr. Evans 1'e gratuities in
the case of officers retired, 443; motion by
Mr. Hicks tlut ca.rriages supplied for
special train from Bendigo on July 31,
1906 , were quite unfit fol' use, and that time
had arrived when Commissioners should provide better and more suitable carriages for
conveyance of passengers, 8.14; debated 8.16;
motIon wit~drawn, 859; question by Mr.
Evans 1'e repairs to Gembrook line, 2424;
statement by Mr. Balfour 1'e Sunday labour
in the Department, and good>. trains run on
Victorian Railways on Sunday, 2691; statement bv Mr. Davies giving Commissioners'
repl y, 2692; question bv Mr. Evans 1'e overtime worked by locomotive enginemen and
cleaners, 26<)2, .2876; return presented by
~Ir. Davies, 2876; question by Mr. Evans
1'(' lleouction of amount of insurance from
compensation due under Employers Liahili!v Act to relatives of employes killed in
accidents, 3868; statements by Mr. Evans in
Committee on Appropriation Bill 1'e conduct
of Department, policy of Commissioners,
and position of employes rer:!arding Suno:w
work and other matters, 4143; statement by
Mr. Cussen rr salaries of Secretary for
Railw:1\s ano Secretary to the Minister of
Railways, 414S.
Railw:lY Loan Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 3537; passed
through remaining stages, 3598.

Railway Loan Application Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
3537; read second time, 3599; considered in
Committee, 3599; read third time, 3603.
Railways Audit Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 1633; passed
through remaining stages, 1806.
Redbank Recreation Reserve Sale Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 603; passed through remaining stages,
7°9·

REEs, Hon. R. B. (.!'.-W. Prov.)
AgriCliltural Implement Makers 'Yages Board,
1483.
Appropriatirn Bill, 40i8.
Bicycle Makers Wages Board, 37 67.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2415, 2422, 2694, 269(),
27 00 , 27 02 , 2i 06 , 28i8, 2879, 2883, 288::;,
2886, 2888, 30i5, 3076, 3077, 3078, 30 7Q,
3081 , 3082 , 3083, 308 .11 308 i, 3088 , 30go ,
309 1, 3094, 30 95, 3 158 , 4150, 4 15 1, 41.1 2 ,
4 1 72 •
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bi1!, 1110, I I 13.
Children's Courts Bill, 620.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
40 71.
Companies Act '1896 Amendment Bill, 4169,
4 1 70 .

Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I), 164.
Crown Grants Bill, 161~.
Days and Hours of Sitting, ~1~9, 3402, 3403.
Federal Election Returns, 168r .
Fruit Cases Bill, 3717, 3766.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3l~8, 3430, .14]1,
3s 0 4, 35 0 5, 35 23, 35 24, 35 27, 353 2, 3620,
362 7, 36 30 , 3616 , 36 38 , 3693.
Governor's Speech, 33.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3795.
Inferior Railway Carriages, 8S8.
Juvenile Smcking Prevention Bill, 1169, lIii,
II81.
Licensing Bill, 3883, 3884, 3886, 3887, 3939,
3947, 3955, 3959, 40 53, 40 58 , 406 4, 4 165,
4166.
Lifts Regulation BiU, 846.
Limitation of Actions Bill, 1643, 1645.
Milliners 'Wages Board, 843.
Money Lenders Bill, 1811, 1814.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 ·Amendment Bill, 433, 435, 436.
Overtime Permits in Furniture Trade, 1083.
Railway Loan Bill, 3S99.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, iOo.
Soap Makers Wages Board, 1382.
Sta,te Schools Exhibition-Excursion Fares for
Country Scholars, 1083.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Rai~
way Extension Bill, 1<)86.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 3;-i;-,
37 80 .
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1361.
Talbot Colony for Epileptics Act 1905 Amendment Bill, 6.11.
Fnclaimed Funds Bill, 1684.
Victorian Loans Redemption and CoO\'ersion
Bill, 1102.
'Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3609,
16q2.

William Burston Bill, 4152.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Refreshment Rooms-Statement by Mr. Ritchie
re charges for meals a': Parliam~ntary Refreshment Rooms, 438; subject discussed,
43 8 -9.
Refreshment Rooms Committee-Appointed, 432.
Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
3070; motion by Mr. Pitt for postponement
of Order of Day for second reading for a
week, agreed to, 314.4; Bill discharged from
the Paper, 4J77.
Responsible Government, Jubilee of.
(See
Jubilee
of Responsible Government in
Victoria. )
RITCHIE, Hon. R. B. (W. Prov.)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2422, 2706, 2710, 2885,
30 79, 3083, 3°84, 3°8 5, 4 150 .
Case of Detective Frver, 3074.
Children's Courts Bill, 993, 1003, 37 0 7, 4048.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
4050 , 405 1, 4066, 406 7, 406 9, 4070, 4°7 1 .
ConsolXlated Revenue Bill (No.2), 438, 439,
•
44 1 , 442 .
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2424.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 3359, 3403· .
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BIll,
4 1 76.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3°7 1, 3345, 3408,
343 2 , 35 16 , 35 21 , 35 24, 3535, 362 4, 36 38 ,
3695, 36 96, 36 97, 36 q8, 3700, 3702, 3703·
Governor's Speech, 176.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 709.
Income Tax Bill, 1369, 137 2, 1374, 1376, 13n.
Licensing Bill, 3879, 3880, 3886, 3889, 3944,
3960 , 3963, 40 52, 4053, 4054, 40 56 , 4 166 ,
4168.
Monev Lenders Bill, 1812.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 1089, 1098.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amendment Bill, 435.
Parliament Refreshment Rooms, 438, 439.
Rabbit Extirpation, 2424.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3600, 3601.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 3779,
3781 , 3782 .
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 368~, 3685.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 36°7,
361 4, 3689.
.
SACHSE. Hon. A. O. (N.-E. Prov.)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1480,
1633, 1634'
Agricultural Implement Makers Wages Board,
148 1.
Bicycle Makers Wages Board, 3766.
Boilers Inspection BiU, 2227, 2403, 2423, 2694,
2698, 2701 , 27 02 , 27 0 7, 27°8, 2709, 2710,
2878, 287Q, 2881, 2884, 2885, 2890, 3076,
30 77, 30 78 , 30 79, 3080, 3084, 3°8 5, 3087,
3089, 3094, 3095, 3 156 , 3359, 4 149, 4 1 50,
4 1 51, 4 17 1, 4 172.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, lOOq, IIII.
Candle Makers Wages Board, 1382.
Cardboard Box Makers Wages Board, 3768.
Carriage Builders Wages Board, 4158.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
3401 , 37 12 , 4050, 4051, 4066, 4067. 4068 ,
40 71, 4°7 2.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 441.
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SACHSE, Hon. A. O. (continueti)Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
393 6 , 4 1 73, 4 176 .
Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill, 3323,
3798 .
Farriers Board, 3801.
Flour Millers Wages Board, 1989.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3356.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3323, 3784,
3796 , 3797, 3798 .
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, II65, u80,
u8I.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 158, 709, 717, 845, 847,
848 , 850 , 85 1, 853, 854, 1004, 37 12.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
3433·
Milliners Wages Board, 83Q.
Pa'per Bag Makers Wages Board, 3770.
Public Instruction-Salary of Supervisor of
Housing of Teachers, 441; Pianos at Continuation School, 3074; Continuation Schools
for Country Centres, 3868; Appointment of
Instructor in the Art of Teaching Singing,
4 145.
Soap ~fakers Wages Board, 1379.
Starch Ma·kers Wages Board, 1383.
State Schools Exhibition-Excursion Fares for
Country Scholars, 1084.
Talbot Colony for Epileptics Act 1905 Amendment Bill, 421, 631.
Trading Stamps Act 1901 Further Amendment
Bill, 1481.
Waterproof Clothing Makers Wages Board,
1987.
William Burston Bill, 407(), 4 1 51 , 4153, 4154.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
'time, 60:~; second reaciing moved by Mr.
Davies, 691; debated, 6q2; Bill read second
time, 707; considered in Committee, 707;
read third time, 709; reserved for His
Majesty's assent, 984.
Session, Close of the-Statement by Mr. Davies,
4178; by the Chairman of Committees,
4178; by Mr. Evans, 4179; by Mr. Edgar,
4 179; by the President, 4179.
Sessional Arrangements-Appointment of Standil.~ Committees, 432, 6°3; days and hours
of sitting, 432, 3359, 3402; motion by Mr.
Davies for Friday sittings, 3402; amentl.
ment by Mr. McBrvde for earl V sittirigs on
Tuesciay, Wednesday, and Thursday, 3403;
amendment carried, 3404.
Sludge-Statement by Mr. Sternberg in. Committee on Appropriation Bill re Bendigo
Con ferefl';e on slucige question. 4146. .
Soap Makers Wages Boarci-Message from Assembly requesting concurrence of Council in
resolution in favour of creation of board,
8.S4; motion by Mr. Sachse that Council
agree to resolution, l~i<); deb.lted, 1380;
agreed to, 1382.
South Africa Contingents Pensions Act 1905
Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 2403; passed
through remaining stages, 2693.
South and East Melbourne Lands Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 2866; second reading, 3782-3; third
reading, 3784; message from Legislative Assembly intimating disagreement with one of
Council's amendments, 3879; message dealt
with, 4046.
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South Melbourne Land Act 1905 Repeal Bill- Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill-Receivec
Received from Legislative Assembly, and
from Legisiati\'e Assembly, and read first
read first time, 421;' passed through remaintime, 3073; second reading moved by Mr.
ing stages, 1004.
Pitt, and debate ndJourned, 3160 i resumed,
Special 'Yages Boards.
(See Factories and.
3774 i amendment by Mr. Balfour that Bill
Shops Act [905.)
be read second time "this day six months,"
Sta.nding Orders Committee-Appointed, 432;
3775; amendment negatived, and Bin rez.d
report re new standing order relating to the
second time, 3780 j considered in Committee,
withdrawal of strangers brought up, 984;
3780 j read third timc, 3782.
Strangers,
\Vithdrawal of. (See Standing Orders
adopted, 1084; approved by the Governor,
Committee.)
1357·
St;\Ich Makers 'Va'ges Board-Message from Assembly requestmg concurrence of COllncil in
resolution in favour vf creation of board, STFART, Hon. FRA~K (Mclb. North Prov.)
8.14; motion by Mr. Sachse that Council agree
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3070, 3410, 3503,
to resolution, 1383; agreed to, 1383.
35 0 4, 3509, 35 1 I, 3621.
State Schools-Statement bv Mr. Hicks in ComJuvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 1174, Il76.
mittee on Appropriation Bill re repairs of
Il7 8.
country State schools and teachers' resiMunicipal Endowment Bill, 1090.
dences, 4141.
Victorian Loans Redemption and COl1\'ersion
State Schools Exhibition-Question by Mr. Rees
Bill, 1100, 1103.
re excursion fares for countn' children in
connexion with the State Scho'ols Exhibition
'held in the Exhibitiun Buildings, Melbourne, Sunday Labour.
(See Railway Department.)
1083.
SllIPl.l{S Revenue Bill-Received from LegislaSt. James' Church Lands Bill-Received from
tl\'e Assembly, and read first time, II54 i
Legislative Assembl \'. and read fll'st time,
second reading moved by Mr. Davies, 1357;
3c)36; passed through remaining stages, 4147.
debated, IJ60 i Bill read second time and
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway
passed through remaining stages, 1365.
Extension Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read fITst time, 1806; second Talbot Colony for EpIleptics Act 1905 Amend·
reading moved by ~lr. Davies, Il)74; dement Bill-Received from Legislative A'5bated, IC)76; Bill read second time, IQS4;
semblv, and rear! first time, 421 i passed
considered in Committee, H)84; read third
through remaining stages, 631.
time, 1'987 j message from' Legislaq"e As- Trading Stamps Act HjOl Further Amendment
sembly, intimating that they had agl\eed to
Bill-Brought in bv Mr. Sachse and read
one of Council's amendments with an~end
first time, 1481'; Bill discharged from the
ments, and madc a consequential amendPaper, 4177.
ment, 2227 i message dealt with, 2248.
Trust Funds Act 18l)7 Further Amendment Bili
-Receiyed from Legislative Assembly and
read fiTst time, 33SQ; passed through reSn:RNBF.RG, Hon. JOSEPH (Selldigo Prov.)
maining stages, .1617.
Adult SufTrage Bill, 31S3.
Trustees Law Amendment Bill-Received from
Appropriation Bill, 4078, 4145.
Le<Tislative Assembly and read first time,
Bendigo Water Supply, 3878.
42t; secund reading moved by Mr. Davies,
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2411, 27°$, 27Il, 2881,
627; Bill read secund time, 629 i considered
288 7, 2888, 3087, 30C)1, 30 q2, 3159.
in Committee, 629; read third time, 631.
Children's Courts Bill, f)lJ7, W)!).
Closer Settlement Act H)04 Amendment Dill,
Ul1c~aimed Funds Bill-Received from Legisla4 0 5 1 , 4 0 70 .
tive Ass~mblv and read first time, 3323;
Days and Hours of Sitting, 335C).
second reading moved by Mr. McLellan,
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill, 4173.
3681 j debated, 3683: Bill read second time,
Fruit Cases Bill, 3710.
3684; considered in Committee, 3684 i read
(;aming Suppression Bill, 3358, 3404, 3526,
third time, 3686.
37°°·
Gold-fIelds Maps, 2403.
Vacant rnclaimed Lands Sale Bill-Brought in
Income Tax Bill, 13;:'4.
bv Mr. Davies and rearl hrst time, 26qo;
JrUerior Railway Carriages, 8,:;6.
second reading moved bv Mr. Davies, 3163;'
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2872.
debated, 3164 i Bil! read second time, 3165;
Jl1\'enile Smoking Pr::'\'f'ntion Bill, 1004, II68,
passed through remnining- stages, 3166;
6
117 , lIn, Il78 , II7!), lI80, II8I.
returned from Legislative Assembly with
Licensing Bill, 3877, 388q, 3C)38, 3939, 3C)48,
amendments, 3878; amendments tlealt with,
~qS8, 3C)6.~.
4°45·
J.ifts Hegulation Hill, 712, 851, 853.
Vegetation Diseases Act 18q6 Amendment Bill
Mining Accidents, 3323.
-Received from Legislative Assembly and
Police Offences Acts Amendment Dill, 224 0 ,
read first time, 33Sil i passed through re2241.
ma ining stages, 3800.
St'parate Representation Repeal Bill, 6q7.
Ventilation of Mines. (See Mines Ventilation.)
S:udge, 4146.
Victorian Loans Redemption and Conversion
Yictorian Loans Redemption and COlwersion
Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly
Bill, IIOO, IIo,:;.
and read first time, 10°4; second reading
'Yidows and Young Children ~faintenance Bill,
mowd bv NIr. Davies, 10nC); debated, 109fJ;
4°74, 40 75, 4170, 4 17 1.
Bill rend secontl time, II03 i considered i,.l
"'illiam Burston Bill, 4152.
Committee, 1103 i read third time, 110.1.

LEG1SLAl'l VE COUNCIL.

Yolin{Y by Po!>t Bill-Received from Legislative
Assenlbly and read first time, 4079; pa~seJ
through remaining stages, 4 1 47.
\Vages Boards. (See Factories and Shops Act
190 5·)
Walhalla Railway-Statement by Mr. Davies on
Consolidated Revenue Bill (NO.1), te completion of \Valhalla Railway, 160; subject
discussed, 161.
Warders, Sundays o~ for. (See Penal Estaolishments.)
Waterproof Clothing Makers Wages Board-·
Message fcom Assembly requesting concurrence of Council in resolution in favour of
creation of board, 1II3; motion by Mr.
Sachse thnt Council agree to resolution, 1987 ;
debated, 1988; agreed to, 1989.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill-Received
from Legislative Assem1;>ly and read first
time, 3433; second reachng moved. by Mr.
Davies, 3603; debated, 3603; BIll .read
second time, 3604; considered in Commltt~e,
3604; ordered to be returned to the Le~ls
lative Assembly with a message requestlllg
them to make a certain amendment suggested, 3617; message from Assembly intimating that they had decided not to make
the amendment' suggested by the Council,
3686 ; amendment by Mr. Melville on the
motion for the adoption of the report from.
the Committee to suggest to the Legislative
Assembly the omission of an item from the
~chedule, 3689; amendment negatived, 3692;
lEll rea.d third time, 3692.

\Vaterworks Land Sales Bill-Received from
Legislative Assemblv and read first time,
3359; passed through remail'Wng stage~,
380 1.
Widows and Young Children Maintenance Bill
-Received from. Legislative Assembly and
read first time, 2866; second reading moved
by Mr. Brown, 4072; debated, 4073; Bill
read second time, 4074; considered in Committee, 4074; read third time, 4076; message from Legislative Assembly intimating
disagreement with some of Council's amendments, and agreement with others with
amendments 1 4170; message dealt with,
4170; message from Legislative Assembty
insisting on one of their amendments on
amendment of Council in clause 9 of Bill,
4177; Assembly's amendment agreed with,
4 1 78.
\Vife-beating. (See lustice, Administration of.)
'iV illiam Burston Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly and rea'd first time, 40i9; stand·
ing orders relating to private Bills sus·
pended to allow Bill to be proceeded with,
4151; second reading moved by Mr. Sachse,
4151; debated, 4152; Bill read second time,
4 1 53; considered in Committee, 'PS3; read
third time, 4154.
Wire.netting Machin~s. (See Penal Estaolishments.)
Women's Suffrage Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly and read fir"t time, 1004;
second reading moved by Mr. Balfour, I I 54 ;
debated, 1155; amendment by Mr. Harwood
that Bill be read second time « this day
six months," IIS8; amendment carried,
1162.

LEGISLA 1'I-VE ASSEMBLY.
Address to the King-On the occasion of the
Jubilee of Responsible Government in Victuria, 2910.
Addresses to the Governor-In reply to His Excellency's speech on opening the session, 12;
requestlllg His Excellency to communicate
address to His Majesty the King with regard to the Jubilee of Responsible Government in Victoria, 2932.
_
Acljournments uf the HOllse-Dver municipal
elections, 984; during sittings of Inter-State
Confer~llce, 1917; oyer .. Cup" day, 2523.
(See also Motions for the Adjournment oj
the House; and President's Dinner.)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill-Resolution re administration and probate duties
adopted, 1292-4; Bill brought in by Mr.
Bent, and read first time, 1294; second
reading moved by Mr. Bent, 1331; debated, 1331; Rill read second time, 1333;
considered in Committee, 1421; third reading, 1433.
Adult Suflrage-Subject discussed on amendment by Mr. Elmslie on motion for Addressin-Repi)' to the speech of His Excellency
the Governor on opening the session, 3II3 22 .
Adult Suffrage (Legislative Assembly) BillBrought in by Mr. Prendergast, and read
first time, 385; ruling by the Speaker that
the Bill is substantiallv the same as a: Bill
already passed by thfs House during the
present session, 1723; Bill withdrawn, 1723.
(See also Women's Suffrage Bill.)
Age Newspaper-Statement by Mr. Boyd, 2035;
by Mr. Gaunson, 2108; by :Mr. Prendergast,
2q75; by Mr. Hannah, 4079.
(See also
Privilege.)
Agricultural College-Question by Mr. Keast re
establishing an agricultural college near
Melbourne, 860; subject discussed, 4129.
Agricultural Machinery Makers.
(See Factories
and Shops Acts.)
Agriculture, Department of-Vote for Department discussed in Committee of Supply,
4044; statement by Mr. Graham re organization of Department, 4127; by Mr. Swinburne, 4128 j by Mr. Graham re experiment
with nitrogen-fixing bacteria, 4127; by Mr.
Swinburne, 4128.
(See also Agricultural
College, Commercial Agents, Council of
Agricultural Education; Dairies, Inspection
of: lrfaffra Bert SUKar Factory, Milk Supervision Ad, Plzylloxera, Superintendent of
Exports.)
Alexandra Railwav-Question bv Mr. Hunt re
report as to electric railway in Alexandra
district, 1745.
(See also Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Railways.)
Ancient Lights Declaratory Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Boyd (for Mr. Fairbairn), and read
first time, 386 j order of the day for second
reading postponed, 1449, 17 23,

AXSTEY, ~fr. FR.-\""K

(Brunswick)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1424,.
1425, 142b, 142X.
All Night Sittings, 2253·
Bethanga Gold Mines Company, 446.
Borhoney£hurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 743, 75 0 , 75 1, 755·
Brick Combine, 2953·
Case of Edward Johnston, 1646.
Crime in Victoria, 2296, 2297·
Disputed Territory between South Australia
and Victoria, 2865.
Divisions, 666.
Dredges Walrus and Octopus, 2278, 2282.
Eight Hours Art Union, 3848.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 1856.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1779, 1818, 1822~
1823, 182q, 1830, 1838, 1841, 1842, 1843,
1844, 1920, 19 21 , 19 22 , 19 23, 1940 , 1943.
1964, 1965, 1966, 1968, 2019, 2026, 2027.'
2028, 2071, 2094, 2095, 2125, 2127, 2134,
2138, 21 45, 2154, 2155, 2156, 2163, 21 70 ,
2175, 2186, 2187, 2190, 2193, 2195, 2207,
2216, 2289, 2290, 2292, 2293, 2295, 23 13.
23 21 ,23 2 4, 23iC), 2~C)8, 245 8 ,2462 ,2497,
2672, 2780, 2818 2~h9, 2827, 3018, 3027~
30 30 .
Governor's Speech, 249.
Land Settlement East of Snowy River, 286S'
Licensed Premises Voluntarily Closed, 1647.
Licensing Bill, 1071, 1274, 1294, 1561, 1562~
IS74, 15 81 , 15 8 3, 1~84, 1597, 160 5, 3834.
r-.Iining Leases and ~rin"rs' \Vages, 1592.
~unicipal Endowment BiU, 912.
Neglected Children's Department, 3992.
Ports and Harbors Dl"partment, 4020.
Privilege-Rev. H. \Yorrall, 588 j the Age
News pa per, 2040.
R'lilway Departtllent--Sunday Labour and
O\'ertime, 2436.
Railwav Labourers. 22()6.
Reflection on ~lembers of Parliament, 229.
Resignation of Mr. In'ine, 481.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 414.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2107.
Trustees Under \VilIs, 224Q.
\Vorkmen's Compensation Bill, 2072.

Appropriation Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent,
and read first time, 4127; second reading
moved bv Mr. Bent, 4127; debated, 4128;
Bill read second time, 4132; considered in
Committee, 4132; third reading, 4133; attendance of members in Legislative Council
Chamber, and assent to Bill by the Governor, 4202.
Artificial Manures.
(See Manures, Artificial.)
Assent to Bills, 296, 673, 859, 153 2, 1745, 199 2,
2424, 2766, 2891, 3~60, 389Q, 4 202 .
Auctioneers' Licences-Question by Mr. McKenzie re reciprocity with New South Wales,
3 802 .
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Auditor-General's Report-Statement by Mr.
Prendergast, 3241; report presented, 3246.
Australian Producers and Traders CompanyStatement by' Mr. Gray re motion for appointment of Select Committee, 2783. (See
also Companies Law Further Amendment
Bill.)
Australian Women's National League~Question
by Mr. J. W. Billson re announcenlent that
State Schools' exhibits would be on view at
the annual demonstration of the league,
1687.
Mr. A. S. (Bendigo East)
Appointment of Resident Inspector of Factories and Shops at Bendigo, 298.
Axedale Water Supply, Q4.
Bendigo District Waterworks, 3803.
Bendigo School of Mines, 2.126.
Budget, 3985.
Bush Fires, 2524.
Children's Courts Bill, 1218.
CoIiban Water Supplv, 1229.
Director of Mining, IIl5,
Explosion at Great Extended Hustlers Mine,
2984.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 12 9, 3 1 37.
Filters for State Schools, 2.S32.
Forests Bill, 1493, 3171.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 17 62 ,
1925, 'I93 2 , 1962 , 1968 , 201 5, 201 7, 201 9,
2024, 2067, 2082, 2121, 21 4 1 , 21 50 , 21.1 1 ,
2189, 2191, 2209, 221 7, 23 0 7, 2308 , 2310,
23 18, 2446, 2449, 24~9, 2460, 247 8 , 25 0 9,
2624, 2671, 2682, 2813, 2848 • 2896 , 299i,
3001 , 3003, 30Il , 301 4, 301.1, 3016, 301 7,
390 9.
Government Business, 2802.
Governor's Speech, 261.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 826.
Improvement of Crown Lands, 94.
Income Tax Bill, 1050.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2911.
Licensing Bill, 1203, 12'13, 1433, 1434, 3499,
3.~63, 3~92, 3670, :~674, 3679, 38°5, 3822 ,
. 382 7, 3830, 3834, ~846, 4200.
Mines Ventilation-Dr. Summons' Report,
IOS3, 1114, 1493·
Mining at Bendigo, 2269.
Pianos for State Schools, 2.S30, 25()0, 2712,

BAILES,

27~6.

Private Members' Business, 2°71.
Privilege-Re\"o H. Worrall, .1.19.
School Paper, 3098.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 41 I.
State School Buildings,10()7.
Unemployed, 1499.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, :14.10.
Votes on Account, 04.
Warrna.mbool Water Trust, 1646.
Water Supply· Loans Application Bill. ~4S6.
Workers Accidents Compensation Bill, :18.1,
1205, 1212, 2071, 2060.
Bnrwon, Representation of-Issue of writ for
election of a member in place of Mr. J. F.
Levien, deceased, and election of Mr. J. F.
Farrer announced, 10; Mr. Farrer introduced and sworn, '10.
Barwon River. (See Fisheries.)
Bass Valley Railway-Question by Mr. Downward, 193.

Mr. NORMAN (Toorak).-Introduced and
sworn, 19II.
Children's Courts Bill, 32II, 3213, 3214, '3217,
3218 .
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
3389.
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill,
3443·
Copies of Statutes for Members, 3168.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 184, 3 19 2, 3 294, 39 25.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2II6, 2170, 21i2,
23 66 , 2495, 25 11 , 25 16 , 2909, 2993, 3026 ,
30 33, 3°34, 3910, 3914.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3309.
Licensing Bill, 3496 , 3573, 36 58, 3670, 3839,

BAYLES,

384 1 •

Money Lenders Bill, 30.S7, 30.S9, 3060, 3061,
3°62.
Personal Explanation, 1167.
Pianos for State Schools, 2748.
Police-Protection at Toorak, 3171; Constable
Cobbledick, 3642.
Voting by Post Bill, 3323.
Mr. H. E. (Jika lika)
Adjournments of the House, 689.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 745.
Bricks-Cost to Government, 228; Brick Combine, 2946.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 28 3, 3 292, 39 26 , 39 28 , 39 29.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2182, 2188, :2191,
2291~ 2320, 2379, 2390, 2481, 2510, 3012.
Governor's Speech, 153.
Licensing Bill, 1562, 1.556, 16II, 1616.
Lunatic Asylums-Nurses, 2282, 3992.
Municipal Sheep Dips, 19II.
Police-Royal Commission, 2261.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 2043.
Railway Department-Payment of Emploves,
12 35; Ivanhoe Station, 2763; Fares - on
Heidelberg Line, 2764.
Railway Employes and Municipal Electicns,
489.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 529.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1651, 16.1.S.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2105.
Supplementary Estimates, 278.
Teachers' Salaries, :1'166.
Unemployed, 725, II 24.

BEARD,

Mr. W. D. (Abbotsford).
Brick Combine, 2801, 2942.
Children's Courts Bi'll, .1217.
Committee of Public Accounts, 299.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
1440 , 2961 , 296 7, 4206 , 4207.
Consolidated Ro.venue Application Bill, 38 .S.S.
Crown Grants Bill, 3241.
Dight's Falls, 1836, 1995.
Divisions, 3747, ?'748.
Exhibition Grounds-Betting at Sports, 2141'
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment 'Bill,
3 141, 3 19 1, 3 193, 3241, 3283, 3295, 3928.
.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill, 4139,
4202 , 42°5.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2487.
Improved Small Hold1.ngs Bill, 3312.

BEAZLEY,

(20)
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BEAZJ.I~Y, r-.lr. "'. D.

(colltillued)Licensing Bill, 1518, 1577, 3iSI.
Maldon Rates Bill, 3104, 3174.
Melbourne Public Library-External Lighting,
29 88 .
~1r. Panton, P.M., 3641.
Pianos for State Schools, 2749.
Private Members' Business, 2333.
Railway Department-Sunday Labour and
Overtime, 2435; Cabs at Spencer-street Station, 3433.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3.149.
Railways Audit Bill, 1288, 1323, 1330, 1547.
SL Killla alHI Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, I~40'
Surplus Re\'enue Bill, 1054, 1059, 1146.
The Clerk (Mr. T. G. Watson), 2935.
Title to Land (Adverse Possession) Bill, 673.
Trustees Law Amendment Bill, 418.
Trust Funds Act 1897 Further Amendment
Bill, :1362.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 67.3, 2793, 2796, 2797,
33 16 , ~317, 33 18 , 33 19, 33 22 , 1848 .
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 1449.
Victorian Loans Redemption and Conversion
Bill, 983.
Waterworks Land Sale Bill, 3366.

Bendigo

District

\Y.lterworks.

(See

Coliban

Water Supply.)

Bendigo School of Min~s-Statement by Mr. A.
S. Bailes re appointment of director, 2526;
by Mr. Bent, 2533; by Mr. Smith, 2S48;
by Mr. J. Cameron, 2551; by Mr. Gaunson,
2573·
BENNETT, Mr. G. H. (Richmond)
Boilers In'ipection Bill, 187.1, 1887.
Brewers' Licences, 2g8.
Christmas Holidays, 2988.
Early Closing of Shops, 1590.
Electoral Registrars, 10I I.
Exhibition Trustees, 25 ~4, 2560.
F.lctories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3135, 3189, 3 190 .
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3044.
Gaming Suppre5sion Bill, 2066, 2123, 2472,
2 C;01, 2827, 290 3.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 794.
Labour Bureau, 109.
Licensing Bill, S03, 1019, 1616, 3578, 3.192,
3S94,175 1 , 4 21 7.
Metropolitan Parks and Gardens, 1240.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4105.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 480.
Rulings as Acting Chairman-Gaming Suppression Bill, 2156, 21.)9, 2161, 2162, 2166,
2167, 2168, 2169, 2176, 2178; reading newspapers, 2163, 2167; ordering IIansard reporters to withdraw, 2160; use of the terms
" silly" and "monstrous," .1393; interjections, 3653; new clauses, 3657.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 408, C;3I.
lTnemployed, 7l9, 3400.
Votes on Account, 109.
BE):NETT, Mr. H. S. (Ballarat West)
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,

3 1 31 , 31 32 , 3 1 35.
Federal Parliament Elections, 3596.

BENXETT, Mr. H. S. (continued)Ga.ming Suppression Bill, 18'=;3, '927, 193;-,
21]1, 21 57, 2159, 2162, 2163, 2165, 2lbu,
216 7, 2168, 2174, 2180, 2181, 27 66 .
Governor's Speech, 202.
Iron 'Vorkers W'ages Board, 44 6 .
Labour Bureau, 86.
Melbourne C;aol - Sanitary _-\rrangement:o;,
27 6 S·
Mines Department-Transfer of Bethan:.!a
Leases, 8S; Tributin~, 85; Burnt Creek ?lIinin~ Coy. 's Exemptions, 1493; Bntannia Gol!I
Thlinin~ Coy., 1586; Trianale Reefs Co\,.
Kerrisdale, 2:;S4.
,.,
- >
Pha:'nix Foundr);, 800.
]'rivilege-Mr. Solly and the Government, 189.
Street Obstruction at l'rahran, 2099, 2:;86,
2688, 2689.
Unemployed, 84, 420, dll, I l l l , 14C)4, 1498.

BExr, }Ir. THm£..\S (Briglltllll)
Acting Chairman of Commitlees--Mr. Bromley, 3765.
Adjournments of the House-Municipal EkctlO?~, 9Hh 984; Cup Day, 2'=;l3.
Admlil1stratwn and Proba.te Duties Bill, 129l,
12 94, 133 1 , 14 21 , 14 2 4, 1433·
Alexandra District Railway Communication,
1745·
Alexa,ndra Road !o _\~exan"r.l Rlilwa\', 38b l.
Appomtment of ~tandIl1<T Committees, 3 8 1.
Appropriation Bill, 4127~ 4133.
Auctioneers' Licences, 38ol .
.Auditor-General's Report, 3242.
Australian Producers and Tra.ders Company
Limited, 2784.
Australian '''omen's Kational Leanue 168 7'
Bass Valley Railwav. I~n.
",
Rencli~o School of l\{ine:o;, 2S.B.
Roolarra to Toora Road, 40l 3.
Binder Twine, 859.
Boilers Inspection Rill, 2003, 4208.
Bricks-Cost to (~o\'ernment, 228; Brick ("'0111bine, 1688, 2801, 2C)~I, lQ-4.
Brunswick Reserve, 4084.
Budget, q84; Supplementar\' Budget Statement, 1860.
Buildins- Trades Strike, :noo, 3400, 4140, 418~.
Bush FlTes Bill, 1458, 3302, 386 1.
Butter Commission, 2nG, ~44, 445, 48C), 6.H.
2,02, 41)2.
Cabmen's Grievance Committee, V33.
Case of an_ Old-a(1e Pensioner, Sao.
Children's Courts Bill. 1995.
China Naval Contin~ent. i44.
Close of the Session, 4227.
Closer Settlement Act H)04 Amendment Bill,
33 88 , 3391.
Coal Commission-P:wments to Dr. Howitt,
18 7.
C0:11 Miners-Proposed ',",lges Boarel, 63.1;
,Vages of Miners. ~;64'
Cchuna Railway, 4082.
Committee of PlIhlic Acconnts, 2C)().
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
1;14<)·
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill,
2439·
Compulsory Voting Bill, 384.
I
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BENT Mr. THOMAS (continued)Co~solidated Revenue Application Bill, 17.10 ,
3854.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I), 12 7.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 293·
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 14 14.
Cc.nsolidated Revenue Bill (No·4), 2303·
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.5), 3 17I.
Continuation Schools, 446, 2643.
Control of Public Bodies Bill, 210 7.
Copies of Statutes for Members, 3069.
Cressy and Pitfield Plains Railway, 3 168 ,
32 34,
Croajingolong Roads, 4085.
Dentists Bill, 3642.
Despatch of Business, 3848, 1860.
Dight's Falls, ' 1859.
.
Doncaster and Kew Proposed Electnc Railway, 37181:1
Drainage Areac; Act 1905 Amendment Bill,
t417, 1420, 14 21 •
Dredge John N%mmo, 228; Dredge Walrus,
20'l7. 'ld(,T,

-4 II8 .

Dredging Plant Purchases, 227, 1456 , 15 02 ,
20 34.
Dr. Rentoul, 87, JI2 ..
Eight Hours Art Umon, 3848 .
Elster Creek, 4028 .
.
Exhibition Grounds-Bettmg at Sports, 24 25,
2543·
B'll
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment
l,
1 193, 3 233, 3241, 3275, 3278, 3285, 3 297,
28
32Q8, 3299, 3898 , 3q 2 4, 39 .
_
Fatal Accident at Hawksburn Rallway Station, 25 88 .
.
f
I
Federal Parliament CandIdature or t le
6
22
Senate, 898; Federal Elections, 33 , 359 .
Filters for State Schools, 253 8 .
Flemington Race-course, 344·
Flood at Footscray, 14 14.
Flood Damages, 4028 .
Footscray Magistrates, 18 59.
.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill, 414°·
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1745, 1787, 1828,
1843, 1850, 1856, 19 19, 19 22 , 193 1, 1937,
193~, 1942, 1944, 1945, 1948 , 1949, 1966 ,
2008, 2016, 2031, 2032, 20 33, 20 55, 2060,
20 7 1, 207~,' 2079, 21 30 , 21 33, 2140, 2 14 2,
21 43, 21 47. 2148, 2159, 2181, 2183, 2186,
221 5, 2223, 2288, 2296, 2306 , 23 26 , 235 0 ,
2373, 2394, 2399, 244 6 , 245 1, 245 2, 2466 ,
25 0 7, 2508 , 25II, 2516, 2518, 25 20 , 25 21 ,
25 22 , 259 1, 26JI, 2619, 2621, 2622, 264 2 ,
26 57, 26 58, 2827, 2860, 2862, 2906 , 2973,
2997, 302 9, 3°3 2, 3035, 390 3.
Geelong Harbor Trust, 29 8 , 444, 408 4.
Geelong Waterworks, 153 2.
Gembr:.>ok Railway Accident, 447·
Goulburn River Levees, 228.
Government Buildings-Plans for Construction, 2590.
Government and Private Members' Business,
1562, 1723, 2071, 2.112, 2.105, 2621, 2801,
3488, 3750, 4024·
Governor's Levees-Private Entree, 27 64.
Governor's Speech, 84, 3 12 , 32.S, 34 2 .
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 880, 883, 3268 ,
33 0 7.
Income Tax, 861, 869, 871.
Income Tax Bill, 871, 1°43, 1051.
Inter-State Conference, 19 17, 199 2.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 1817, 27 6 5,
2766, 2910, ~93'l, 2934, 2935, 345 2 .
Justices of the Peace, 4002 .

(21)

BE~T,

Mr. THOMAS (continued)Labour Bureau, 85, 86, 718.
Lake Bolac Railwav 4082.
Land Settlement, 4015·
Licensing Bill, 490 , 49 1, 504, 505, 507, 508 ,
635, 673, 96 7, 1°75, 1082, 122 3, 13 21 , 1433,
1516, 1522, 1530, 157 0 , 1585, 1606, 1613,
1617, 1621, 1623, 1626, 1630, 1632, 3 194,
33 22 , 33 62 , 34 69, 35 00 , 35 61 , 35 6 5, 3~66,
3573, 35 8 4, 359 1, 3595, 3643, 36 54, 36 55,
jO~7, 30 5Q, 3660 ,' 366 3, 366 7, 3668 , 36 71,
36 77, 3678, 3680 , 37 24, 37 25, 373 2, 3743,
3749, 3.75 0 , 375 2, 3753, 3754, 375 6 , 37 61 ,
37 0 3, 3764, 37 6 5, .3 8°3, 38°5, 381 9, 3828 ,
3829, 3831, 383 2, 3834, 3836 , 3840 , 384~,
3846, 3847, 3862, 4 1 35, 4 188, 4195, 4 210 ,
4 21 7.
Little Yarra Tramwav, 1011.
Loan Acts Amendment Bill, 3434, 3542, 3546 .
Loan Conversion, 2588.
Longwarry Land Reclassification Bill, 4210.
Lunatic Asylums, 2271.
Maldon Rates Bill, 3040, 3101, 3174.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 4133.
:'.1elboume Public Library, 3996.
~finimum \Vage, 4022.
Mining at Bendigo, 2271.
1Ioe to Walhalla H.ailway, 4028.
:\foormbool Forest-Timber Rights, 1817.
Mr. Lemmon and the Age Newspaper, 1686.
J\jr. Panton, P.M., 364I.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 420, 897, 898, 899.
New Railway Station at Spencer-street, 194,
297·
Newport to Graham-street-Proposec.l Railway,
18 59.
Old-Age Pensions, 634, 1646.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amend.
ment Bill, 915.
Order of Business, 1686.
Payment of Railway Employes, 1.241.
Phrenix Foundry Company, 345.
Pianos for State Schools, 2536, .259 0 , 2713,
273 6 , 275 6 , 3898 .
Pitfield to Beeac Railway, 633.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 2439.
Police-Royal Commission, 2259.
Port Campbell Railway, 2254.
Printers and Newspapers Act 1895 Amendment
Bill, 4136.
Printing Overseer at Pentridge, 297.
Prison Labour, 4120.
Privilege-Mr. Solly and the Government,
187, 188, 192, 103; Rev. H. 'Vorrall. 487,
488 , 560 , 561 , 586, 588, 596; the Age N ewspaper, 2039.
Prize Fights, 717.
Prosecutions of Employes Paid Sweating
\Vages, 4003.
Public Instruction Truancv, lOll; Mr.
Fussell,
2891;
Payment 'of Teachers'
Salaries, 3166; Condition of State Schools,
317 2 .

Public Meetings Regulating Bill, 384, 3394.
Public Service Promotions, 2271.
Public :Trusts and Boards-Importation of
, Goods, 2034.
Public Works Department, 4019.
Railway Department-Passenger Platform at
North Fitzroy, 228; Railway Employes and
Municipal Elections, 48g; Special Excursion Trains, 36'F; Contracts for Glassware
and Earthenware, 860; Task vVork by Employes, 898; Hours of Employes, 1I53;
New Railway Carriages, 1223; Goods Sheds.
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(continued)-

Employes, 1240, 1416; Newport \Yorkshops,
4118; Gratuities, 4201; Wages of Employes,
1348, 2333, 4 02 5, 4u8; Conferences between Commissioners and Officers, 1493,
1646; Saw Mill Department at Newport,
1646; Carriage of Coal, 1532, 1816, 2303,
4009; of Agricultural Produce, 2303, 4009;
Alleged Favoritism, 2°34, 2249; Distribution of Passengers' Luggage at Spencerstreet, 2249; Sunday Labour and Overtime,
2426, 2437, 25 8 9, 40 90 , 4 094, 40 97; Suicide
of Empluyes, 2467.; Candidates for Employment as Junior Clerks, 2467; Rebates
on Carriage: of 'Yool, 276:~; Ivanhoe Station,
2764; Fares on Heidelberg Line, 27 6 4;
Tenders for Victorian Coal, 2937, 38 97;
Hours of Enginemen at Elsternwick Electric
Power-house, 418o; Cabs at Spencer-street,
3433; Special Trains for Ministers, 399 0 ;
Estimates of Department, 40 44.
Railway Lands Acquisition Act, 633·
}<.:1 i I way Loan A ppl ication Bill, 3434, 3547,
354~, 355 0 , 355 1, 3559·
Hailway LO:lI1 Bill, 3434, 3448, 355 2, 3555,
355 8 .Railwav Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Empioyt"s, 4086, 4 103.
Railway Surveys, 3 228 .
Railways Audit Bill, 1286, 12 9 1, 13 24,. 13 29,
.
1547, 1555, 1995·
lCtilways Commissioners-9uest~on of Reappointment, 3362; ChaIrman s Leave of
Absence and Expenses, 4 18 1.
Railways Service-Represe~tation, 33 6.1.
.
Resignation of Mr. Irvme-ComphmentalY
Motion, 448 , 4 83.
Re::.ignation of Mr. Murray as Minister of
Lands, 898.
Hesignation of Mr. Solly, 25 8 7 ..
Road Works and Bridges, 408 5.
Roads to Mountain Resorts 5 17, p 8 5·
Royal Agricultural Show, 1286.
Savings Banks Deposits, 293 8 .
School of Domestic Economy, 30 97. .
Separate Representation Repeal BIll, 382 ,
387, 40q, 4 I I , 5 12 , 53 8 .
Sentence on a Nurse, 79q·
Sessional Arrangements-Days and Hours of
~Ieeting, 381, 1116, 1501, 1.162, 1648 , 1818,
1995, 2250, 243Q, 27 6 5, 280 3, 28ql, 2~93·
Sham' Je'wellery, 634·
Sh--Nrog Selling, 1119·
So'uth Africa Contingents Pensions Act IQ 0 5
Amendment Bill, 2254, 23 0 3, 23 06 .
South and Fast Melbourne Lands Bill, 24 25,
2426, 2782, 2783, 2803, 280 4.
South Melbourne Land Act H)05 Repeal Bill,
384, 4 20 .
South Melbourne Market, 4034·
State School Play Grounds, II.
State Schools Exhibition, 14 16 , 14 17, 15 88 ;
RailwaY Fares, 1451.
State Schools-Sewing Machine~, 153 2 , 3808:
St. Kil(la and Brighton Electnc Street RaIl·
way Extension Rill, 1.~33, 1543, 1.~46, 1504,
goo, 1648, 164Q, 1650, 16 54, 1661, 166 5,
2047, 20 53.
St. Kilda Cemetery Trustees, 25 88 .
Strangers, 21 59.
66
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2106, 24 ,
2688.
.
8
Supplementary Estimates, 267, 26 9, 279, 2 5,
291, 2C)2, 293·

BENT, Mr. THmIAs

(continued)-

Supply-Votes on Account, 88, 103, 112, 125,
1408, 1409, 2266, .1168; Item "Miscellaneous," 2302; Consideration of the E'stimates, 2588.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1043, 1053, 1058, 1060,
1139, II4 2, II45·
Suspension of Standing Orders, 88.
Talbot Colo'ly for Epileptics Act 1905
Amendment Bill, 385, 418, 420.
The late Mr. Seddon, 17, 19.
Totalizators (Legalized)-Revenue from, 2468.
Tourists' Bureau, 1285, 4085.
Trawool Storage Basin, 49.
Trust Funds Act 1807 Further Amendment
Bill, 3301, 3362.
Trustees La.w Amendment Bill, II, 416.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2795, 2796, 2801, 3316,
33 1 9.
Unemployed, 84, 85, 341, 420, 730, 1052, 1121,
13 22 , 1407, 3400.
Unpunctuality of Meeting, 2977.
Victoria Racing Club, 2467.
Victorian Loans Redemption and Conversion
Bill, 871, 979, 98 3, 984'
Visitors, 558, 2034, 3718, 3899Voting by Post Rill, 1123.
Voting by Post Bill (No.2), 4137.
'Vater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3434,
37 19, 37 6 5.
'Waterworks Lands Sale Bill, 3301.
\Yays and MeaI1s, 88, 127, 293, '1414, 2303.
117 1, 4 12 7.
\Vholesale Market at South Melbourne, 1816.
Widows and Young Children Maintenanc~
Bill, 2790.
William Burston Bill, 3899, 4 134, 4135.
'Women's Suffrage Bill, 945.
\Vorkers Accidents Compensation Bill, 1213,
29 6 0.
Working Men's College, 3996.
Dethanga Gold Mines

Company.

(See Mines

Department. )
Betting at Sports-Question by Mr. Graham
re betting at sports on Exhibition Grounds,
2424; statements by Mr. Graham, 2541, 2.1.S0;
by Mr. Bent, 2543; by Mr. Solly, 2.144; by
Mr. Beazley, 2~4S; bv Mr. G. H. Bennett,
25<;4; by Mr. Gaunson, 2<;78.
Bills 'Discharged from the Paper-Bush Fire5
Bill (No. I), 1532; Adult Suffrage (Legislative Assembly) Bill, 1723; Fruit Cases
Bill (No. I), 1856; Levees Construction Bill,
3860; Police Offences Acts Amendment Bill,
386o; Murray Settlement Bill, 3860; South
Melbourne Mechanics' Institute Bill, 3860;
Rush Fires Bill (No.2), .1860; Municipal Association Incorporation Bill, ~86o; Indeterminate Sentences Bill, 3860; Thistle Act Further Amendment Bill. 3860; Prize Fighting
Suppression Bill, ;l860; Control of Public
Bodies Bill, 3860; Voting by Post Bill (No.
I), 4136; Limitation of Actions Bill, 4231.
Mr. A. A. (()7Jflls1
Roilers Inspection Bill, 188;-, 1891, 2003.
Davs and Hours of Meeting, 1116, 2896.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1679, 2402, 2441,
2458, 2628.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 813, 8i8.
Jl~s:tices of the Peace, 4001.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 1817.

BILLSON,
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Mr. A. A. (continued)Licensing Bill, 949, 150 5, 15 23, 1561 , 157 1 ,
1606, 1614, 1620, 1625, 3488, 3496 , 36 4 6 ,
3660, 3667, 3670, 3'57 2, 373 1, 3734, 375 1 ,
3i 55, 3760, 376 4, 38°4, 38°9, 381 3, 381 4,
j 82 4, 3826, 382 9, 38 3 1, 3834, 3835, 3837,
384 1 .
Lunatic Asylum Employes, 757, 2276, 3992.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 890, 9°9, 9Il.
Passengers' Luggage at Spencer-street, 2219'
Pianos for State Schools, 2722.
Plospecting, 4038.
Rabbit Extirpation -Phosphorus Bait, 3897.
Roads to Mountain Resorts, 512, 1285.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 512.
Tourists' Bureau, 1285, 4085.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, }:l6I.

BII.J.SON,

Mr. J. W. (Fitzroy)
Annexation of North Fitzroy by Fitzroy, 193.
Aw;tralian Women's National League, 1687.
Boil>ers 'Inspection ,Bill, 1876, 1880, 1882,
1884, 1885, 1886, 1996, 1998, 200~, 3867'
Children's Courts Bill, 3851.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
339 1.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
2960, 2961:), 42°7.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 2892, 2893.
Disorderl y Statements, 107.
Divisions, 665.
Export Trade, 108.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 193, 3 278 , 39 26 .
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill,
4 2°4.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3043.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1792, 1832, 1919,
194.S, 1966, 20 32, 2064, 208 5, 21 55, 21 59,
2162, 2164, 2188, 218q, 2220, 2330, 2331,
2348 , 23 84, 2457, 2468 , 25°7, 26 50 , 26 5 1,
2660, 30°3, 3021 , 39 09, 3915.
Glassware Contracts in Railway Department,
8S9'
Goyernor's Speech, 370.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 836, 3308.
I ubilee of Responsible Government, 2766.
Juvenile Smokmg Prevention Bill, 665.
Licensing Bill, 1319, 1516, 1521, 15 29, 1571,
3581 , 35 83, 35 8 5, 359 1 , 3592, 3660, 3744,
3746 , 3753, 3757, 375 8, 3828 , 3845, 4 189.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 3037.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
3221 , 3443J 3444·
Mr. Gaunson, 4030.
Old-age Pensions, 113.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amendment Bill, 916.
Passenger Platform at North Fitzroy, 228.
Pianos for State Schools, 2585, 273 6 , 2754·
Privilege-Mr. Sollv and 'the Government,
188, 190; Rev. H. Worrall, Sq8.
Public Instruction Fortnightly Pay for
Teachers, 2284; Training College, 2284.
Public Meetings Regulating Bill, 3396.
Railway Department-Employes, 1240.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 478.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 40 5, 533,
536 .
St. James' ,Church Lands Bill, 3970, 4180.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2104·
Training College Students, 4128.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 33 19, 3320, 3321, 33 22 .

BILLSON,

ASSEMBLY.
BILLSO~, ~1r. J.

W. (conti1lued)Votes on Account, 107, 108, II3.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 937, 944.
Widows and Young Children
Bill, 1079, 2785, 27Qo.

~Iaintenance

Mr. JOHN (Wangaratta)
Agricultural Education, 4131.
Budget, 3892.
Bush Fires llill, 3862.
Children's C~Hts Bill, 3209, 3213, 3215, 3 216,
3 21 7.
Country Party, 4131.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 2893.
Export Trade Expenditure, 4131.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 12 5, 3 2 95.
Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill 321 9Gaming Suppression Bill, 1834, 1843: 1844,
J9 19, 1956, 2081.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3264.
Income Tax, 865.
Licensing Bill, 130 7, 3563, 3650, 3752, 3813,
3 822 , 3847, 4 194.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 888.
Phylloxera Resistent Vines, 2278.
Pianos for State Schools, 275 0 .
Prison Labour, 4122.
Privilege-Rev. H. 'Vorrall, 594.
Pub!ic Instruction-Truancy, 1011.
Railway Department - Sunday Labour and
Overtime, 2428.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 467.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 53 2 .
Supplementary Estimates, 291.
Fnclaimed Funds Bill, 3321.
Vaccination, 1993.

BOWSER,

Binder Twine-Question by Mr. Hannah re
underweight binder twine, 859.
Board of Public Health. (See Health Depart.
ment.)
Boilers Inspection Bill-Brought in by Sir
Sa.muel Gillott and read first time, 385;
second reading moved by Sir Samuel Gillott,
1869; debated, 1870; Bill read second time,
18 79; considered in Committee, 1879; consideration of report, 1995; amendments on
report, 1998; third reading, 2007; amendments of Legislative Council dealt with,
3862, 4208, 4224.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation Bill
-Brought in by Mr. Murray and read first
time, 381; second reading moved by Mr.
Murray, 518; debated, 524, 736; Bill read
second time, 746; considered in Committee,
746 ; third reading, 754; amendments proposed after third reading, 755.
Boring for Water. (See Water Supply.)
Mr. J. A. (Melbourne)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1293,
1428.
Ancient Lights Declaratory Bill, 1449.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1996 .
Building Trades Strike, 418I.
Coal, 1I8, 4010.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
38 ", 1436 , 144Q, 2957, 29.19, 2960, 2964, 2<}68,
~862, 4°24, 4206, 4207.
Conversation in the Chamber, 1513.

BOYD,

INDEX.

:\1r. J. A. (colltinucd)Divisions, 943·
Dr. Rentoul, 8,.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 28 7.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill,
4 1 39.
Fluit Case,;; Bill (No.2), 3046, 3047, 305I.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1676, 1823, 1840,
1848, 1852, 2013, 2017, 2028, 2031, 2055,
2057, 2060, 2074, 2146, 2i>1, 2202, 220 3,
2217, 2218, 2219, 2222, 2357, 2368, 2369,
';:399, 245 6 , 2604, 260 7, 26 14, 262 9, 26 44,
26~0, 2651, 2652, 2659, 2660, 2675, 2680,
28i9, 2837, 2842, 2843, 2861, 2862, 2973,
~qlb, 3<)1(-), 3q22.
Clc non v. rictorian Railways Commissioners,
796 .
Covernor's Speech, 2q6, 3 19, 326, 339.
I-Jours of Meeting, 2.253·
Income Tax, 864.
Income Tax Petition, 861, 1011.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 660.
Lieensing Bill, 1075, 15b8, 1569, 1578, 157~1,
1599, 16n, 1612, 1620, 21 52 ! 3568, 35 8 5,
3."<)0, 351)4, 37 25, 37 28 , 3734; 3755, 381 i'
.3S24, 3S3b, 3843, 38 4::;, :~847, 4 18 7, 4 189,

BOYD,

4 H )4·

Lunatic AsYlums Payment of Casual
Warders, 860.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3098,
3 100 , 38 54, 4 133.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
3 22 1.
!'IIoe to Walhalla Railway, 4028.
Money Lenders Bill, 3061'
:Municipal Endowment Bill, 894.
l'rivilege-Mr. Solly and the Government,
18q; Rev. H. Worrall, 560, 568; the Age
Newspaper, 2035, 2037.
RJilway Departmel)t-Engineer, St. Kilda and
Brighton Electric Street Railway, 118.
Railw-ay Loan Application Bill, 3552.
Railway Loan Bill, 3SS3.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismisc;ed
Employes, 4097.
H.:1ilways Audit Bill, 1327.
},epetitions, 25i5.
.
.
~eparate Rq!JesentatlOn Repeal Ihll, 387.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, I ~96, 1659, 1660.
Supp'lementan- Estimates, 276.
Surplus ReveilUe Bill, 1°54.
Victorian Loans Redemption and Conversion
Hill, q82.
Yotes on Account, 118.
Yoting by Post Bill, 4136, 41~7·
\Vidows and Young Children Maintenance
Bill, lOiS, 1080.
\Vomen's SufTrage Bill, Q21, Q36, q47, 949·
\Vorkmen's Homes at Geelong, 4028.
Hre\\t'r~'

Licences-Question by }'Ir. G. H.
Bennett, 298.
Bricks, Supply of - Question by Mr. Be~rd,
228· by Mr. Hannah re increase of prIces
cha;gecl by the "Brick Combine," 1687. j
statement by Mr. Hannah re alleged refusal
of "Brick - Combine" to supply bricks to
certain contractors, 2584; question by Mr.
Beazley, 2801; statement by Mr. Hannah
(on motion for adjournment of the House)
rc "Brick Combine" and its relationship to

Bricks, Supply of (cont~nued)the Government in the supply of bricks,
293 8 ; subject discussed, 2942-57; copy of
agreement between the Government and the
"Brick Combine" laid on the table, 2974.
Brighton Beach-Statement by Mr. Gaunson re
planting tea-tree, 2286.
Britannia United ("old Mining Company-Statement by .Mr. H. S Bennett re non-payment
of wages, 1.186; by Mr. McGrath, 15 86 ;
by Mr. McGregor, 1586; by Mr. McLeod,
159 1 ; questions by ~1r. McGregor, 2590,
27 63.
Mr. F. H. (Carlton)
Butter Commission-Payments to Mr. Croker,
2299, 4129,4132; Expenses in connexion with
Commission, 4132.
Chilciren's Courts Bill, 3216.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 1 3 2 , 3 18 7.
Gaming Suppression Bill, IS53, 1854,
1963, 2127, 2166, 21 73, 2180, 2213, 2223,
2224, 2314, 2327, 2339, 23 6 5, 2390, 2397,
245 1 , 25 0 5, 26S6, 2S04, 2834, 2841. 284.2,
2861, 299 2, 2997 .
Governor's SpeeCh, 326.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, ~~2.
Juvenil'e Smoking Prevention Bill, ()68.
Labour Party, 1687.
Legislative Assemblv Chamber, 401~.
Licensing Bill, Is06, 1.112, 151.1, 1516, I ~60,
1.=;63, 162 5, 1628, :~675, 3678, 3b79, 3836,
J 844, 4 136 , 4188, 4 L91, 4196.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 3037.
Melbourne Public Library-External Lightina,
2988; Extension of Buildings, 1997.
b
Moe to \Valhalla Railway, 403'3.
Old'-age Pensions, 4008.
Parks and Gardens-Removal of Fences, 401".
P~tition for Limited Sunday Trading, 3643~
PIanos for State Schools, 274 6 .
H.ailway Department-Sunday Labour and
Overtime, 2438.
Hailway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Emploves, 4106.
Hesignation of !\1r. In-jne, 48 6.
H.ulings as Acting Chairman-Gaming Suppression Bill, 2367, 236C), 2.37 0 ; divisions,
3747, 3748 ; accusing a member of "stonewalling," 2369; illness of Mr. Morrissey
3444; Licensing Bill, 3482; interjection;,
373 0 ; mode of putting amenciments, 374S;
use .of the \Yord "impudence," :US S.
.
St. Kiida Cemetery Trustees, 25 60 .
The late Mr. Seddon, IQ.
Tinsmiths' Trade-Permits to 'Vork for Less
than Minimum \Vage, 29 S.
Tramway Traffic, 1410.
Yotes on Account, 1410; "Miscellaneous,"
2299·
\Yages Boards (Xew), 113 S.
\Vomen's Suffrage ,Bill, 93 8 .

BRmILEY,

Budget, The-Brought down bv Mr. Bent in
Committee of Supph-, qS4-; supplementary
Budget statement by Mr. Bent, IS60-6g;
Budget debated by Mr. Prendergast, 39 2Q j
Mr. Murray, 3C173; Mr. Colechin, 3C)76; Mr.
Livingston, 39iQ; 1\1r. Bowser, 3082; Mr.
Keogh, 3983; Mr. Carlisle, 3q83; Mr.
McKenzie, 1q84 j Mr. J. Cameron, 3q84;
Mr. A. S. Bailes, 3985; Mr. Gray, 39 8 7.

LEGISLA'rIVE ASSEMBLY.

Building Trades.
(See Strike in Building
Trades.)
Bush Fires-Statement by Mr. A. S. Bailes re
necessity of legislating for the prevention
of bush fires, 2524; by Mr. Bent, 2533; by
Mr. Langdon, 2539.
(See also Bush Fires
Bill.)
Bush Fires Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and
read a first time, 1458; discharged from
. paper, 1532.
Hush Fires Bill (No. 2)-Brought in by Mr.
Bent, and read first time, 3302; discharged
from paper, 3860.
Business, Order of-Sessional order re Government business and private members' business
adopted, 381; sessional order fixing order of
business on \iVednesdays suspended to allow
Government business to take precedence,
15 62 , 20 71, 233 2, 25 0 5, 2621, 3488, 3i50,
\ 02 4.
Butter Commission-Question by Mr. Boyd re
expenses of Commission, 276; statement
by Mr. Graham re recommendations of
Commission, 281; bv Mr. "Tarde, 282; bv
Mr. Watt, 282; by Mr. Gaunson, 284; question by Mr. 'Warde re costs paid to Mr. W.
H. Croker, 299, 489; by Mr. Harris, 634;
by Mr. Bromley, 229q; statement by Mr.
Bromley, 4129; by Mr. Bent, 4132; questions by Mr. Graham re obtaining legal
opinion on evidence given before the Commission, 344, 445·
Butter Industry-Question by Mr. Keogh re
securing better terms for carriage of butter
in connexion with. new ocean mail contract,
672; by Mr. Graham re co-operative butter
factories, 17~5.
Cabmen's Grievances-Motion bv Mr. Bent for
appointment of Select Committee re grievances of cabmen, agreed to, 3233.
Cabs at Spencer-street Railway Station.
(See
Railway Department.)
Mr. E. H. (Evelyn)
Contractor at Shepparton-Alleged Injustice,
401 8 .
Drainage Areas IAct 1905 Amendment Bill,
490, 15461, 1818.
Goulburn Levees, 2590.
Lady Loch s.s.-Second Officer, 3641.
Legislative Assembly Chamber, 4018.
Levees Construction Bill, 385.
Maintenance of Main Roads, 1323.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 555, 908.
Municipal Endowment-Dundas and Beechworth Shires, 1493.
Municipalities-Enforcement of Duties, 3301.
St. Kilda Cemetery Trustees, 2558.
The Clerk (Mr. T. G. 'Watson), 2935.
\Varrnambool \Vater Trust, 1646.

CAMERON,

Mr. JAMES (Gippsland East)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 142i.
Agricultural Classes, 4129.
Bairnsdale School of Mines, 2551.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 740, 751.
Budget, 3984.
Close of the Session, 4230.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 _-\mendment Bill,
33 86 .
Days and Hours of ~feeting, I I 17, 2895.

CA)fERON,

(25)

Mr. J,UIES (continued)Drainage Law Amendment Bill, 386, 19 13,
19 16 , 19 17.
Dredging Leases, 1585, 1816.
East Gippsland-Railway Construction, 2986:
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1729, 2168, 2202,
2458, 2462, 25 02 , 25 13, 25 1 i, 2633, 28 30 ,
2997, 30Il .
Governor's Speech, 363.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 802, 8;-S, 883,
3 2 58 , 3 269.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 789'
Lake Rolac Railway, 4084.
Land for Mechanics' Institute, 2274.
Licensing Bill, 3576, 3584, 3649, 3660, 3662,
3i3 8 , 3744, 3745, 3.809, 381 3, 3818 , 3833.
Maize-picking, 117.
Maldon Rates Bill, 3174, 3178.
~rallee Lands-Railway Construction, 2986.
Monaro Plains, 2986.
!\htnicipal Endowment Bill, Sgx.
Personal Explanation, 2168.
Police Force Promotions, 2985Rabbit Extirpation,' 2299.
Railway Loan Bill, 3554.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4099, 4105.
Railways Audit Bill, 1551.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1660.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 1892.
Superintendent of Exports, 1225.
Supplementary Estimates, 285.
Unemployed, 726.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill 3451.
'
Votes on Account, 117.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 345 8,
3461 .
Waterworks Land Sale Bill, 3368.

CAMERON,

Mr. H. J. M. (Glenelg)
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2485.
Governor's Speech, 12.
Licensing Bill, 3652.
Municipal Endowment Bill, <)06.
Railway Rebates, 2763, 4109.

CAMPDELJ.,

Candle-makers.
(See Factories and
Shops
Acts.)
Cardboard Box-makers.
(See Factories and
Shops Acts.)
Mr. J. J. (BenalZa)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1333.
Agricultural Classes, 4131.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2002, 3864.
Brick Combine, 2944.
Budget, 3983.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
33 88 .
Divisions, 3747.
Dredging Leases, 800.
Federal Parliament Elections, 3322.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3044, 3045, 30.50.
(~aming Suppression Bill, 2024, 2993.
Goulburn Valley Floods, 4132.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 833, 3308,
33 1 1.
Licensing Bill, 1506, 3593, 3i28, 373 1, 3809,
384 6 .
!\Ioney Lenders Bill,1063.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 9I1.
\Vages Boards, 4132.

CARL~LE,

(26)

I~nEX.

Carrum Drainage Scheme-Question bv Mr.
Elmslie, 1687; by Mr. Keast re spec"ial improvement rate, 4181Cemeteries-Statement by Mr. Elmslie rc action
of cemetery trust.ees· in competing in regard
t~ grave decoLltlOlls, 2555; by Mr. E. H.
Cameron, 2559.
(See also Pditiclls and
St. Ki/d,z Cemt'!ery.)

CH.URMA::\ uF CtnDHTTEES, The (~Ir. A.
CRAYE.\)-Rulings an,1 Statements ofAllege~l

"-.

.. S~one-wa1ling;' 1829, 2903, 2969'
AdmmlstratlOn and Probate Duties Hill, 1426.
Amendments, 1583, 1823, 1841, 18<);, 1908,
2021, 2023, 202S, 2031, 2032, 2130, 2134,
2183, 2184, 2210, 2288, 22S)2, 2293, 2384,
2450, 2b02.
Bills-l'ustponement of Clauses, 1941, 194;,
2146, 22q3; new clauses, 2324, 2325, 2326,
2994, 21)l);, 3002 , 300 3.
Casting Yote-Boilers Inspection Bill, 1886.
Close of the Session, 4233.
C'onversation in the Chamber, I S13.
De~a!e -:-: Use of term " pO'litical larrikm~s.m.'
.,10;;, use of term "pot-house
polItiCian, _ 108; personal remarks regarding
members, bbi, 1564, 15;8, 1838, 1842, 1843,
1844, 1(j.23, H)42, 2860; use of term" windbag," ~)44;. speaking twice on same point of
~rder, q2b; use of term "humbugs," 1524;
Ifrelevant remarks,. 1568, 1648, 1820, IQ36,
11).3 7 ; :>t'lOlld-readmg speeches in Committee,
1.~!16,
1820; accusing a memher 0 f
.. l~ttering
a
brutal
slander,"
16.12_; retlectmg upon the vote of Com,
mittee, 1016; interjections, 1838, 212i;
referrin~ to a Bill as a
"hotchpotch,"
18.13; dl;lrging a member with trying to mislead the. t 'ommittee, 1886; imputing improper motives, IQ42, 1968, 2842; discussina
('hairman's rul;ng, IQ44: disobeying Chai;
man':,- ruling, H)4S, HISI; latitude allowed to
I.eader of the House, 2290; stating that a
member's conduct was "cowardly and contemptible," 20.n; use of term - "drivel,"
2076; reading newspapers, 21Q7; letters,
2202; addressing members by name, 2215;
lise of tt'fm ,/ Holy loes," 2Jf)I: re:l.ding
newspaper articles, 4°30; read in;.! letters retlectin~ on members, 4086.
Divisions, 665, 666, 1628, 2818, 2Q73.
eaming Suppression Bill, 181q, -1820, 1823,
1841, 1842, 1843, 1844, 1927, IQ28, 192Q,
IQ35, 11)36, 1967, 2015, 2019, 212:;, 21 35,
2294, 22<)5, 23 0 7, 2.1 13, 23 82 , 244 2 , 2444,
2446, 24S~, 261 4, 2616, 2644, 28 52 , 28 59,
2f)0", 2<)ob, 2Q08, 2Qf)4.
Imposition of Taxation, 507, 2615.
Licensing Bill, ,,03, .~06, ,_50;, 15 12, 15 24,
152 <:;, 1'=;26, I~27, 1568, IS6q; 1570, 1571,
IS78, IS;q, 16II.
~Iotions to Report Prog-re~s, IOI6.
" Naming-" an Honorable Member, 1629, 1630,
1<)4,,·
Personal Explanations, 668, Iq23.
Strangers, 1f)67'
"
The Premier and the Chair, 1r)4:;, IQ4().
"·omen's Suffrage Bill, 944, 945, 946, 947,
()4 8 , 949·

Chairmen of Committees (Temporary)-Appointment of Mr. G. H. Bennett, Mr. Bowser,
Mr. Bromley, Mr. DuiIus, and Mr. Thomson to act as temporarY chairmen, announced, I I.
.
Charitable Institutions-Statement by Mr. Soli,·
r.e need of re-organization, 2283'
Chantable H.e lief-Statement by .Mr. ,Prendergast re distribution of relief by Goyern. ment, 1052; by Mr. B.ent, 1052.
ChIef Secretary-Resignation of Sir Samuel
. Gillott-Stat~ment by Mr. Bent, 3360.
ChIef Secretary"s Department-Vote for Department discussed in Committee of Supply, 3991.
Child.ren's Cour.ts Bill-Received from Legislahve Counc~l, and read first time, 199~;
second readmg moved by Mr. Mackey, 320"1 ;
deb~ted, 32(;>1; Bill ~ead second time, 3210;
conSidered m .Commlttee, 3210; third ~ad
ing, 321Q; amendment after third readin~.
321Q; message from Legislative Council
dealt with, 3850.
China Naval Contingent-Question by Mr. Boyd
re compensation of members of continaent
,276; by Mr. Lemmon, 344.
,..,
,
Chnstmas Holidays-Question by Mr. G. H.
Bennett, 2q88.
Closer Settlement-Question bv Mr. Farrer rr
pl.o~ghing land for settlers, 717; by Mr.
LlVmgston re valuations, 1994; by Mr.
Murray re proposed resumption of land in
\Vestern District, 2q79; statement by Mr,
Morrissey re work of Lands P~rchase
Board, 4II5. (See illso Closer Settlement
Act 1904 Amendment Bill, and Improved
Small Holdings Bill).
Closer Settlement Act 1f)04 Amendment Bill~rought in by Mr. Murray, and read first
time, 382; second reading moved by Mr.
Muckey, 3242; debated, 3l7~; Bill read
second time, 3387; considered in Committee, 3387; third reading, 3394; amendment a~ter .third reading, 3394; amendments
of Legislative Council dealt with, 4202.
Coachbuilders. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Coal Commission-Question by Mr. Boyd re t>xpenses of Commission, 276; statement by
Mr. Bent re amount paid to Chairman of
Commission, J87.
Coal Contracts. (See Railway Department.)
Coal Miners-Questions by Mr. Lemmon re creation of wages board-, 633, 1416; re eight
hours condition in railway coal contrach,
27 6 4.
Coal, Victorian-St:l.tement bv Mr. vVatt re u~e
of Victorian coal bv Railwav Department,
275; by Mr. Colechin, 280; bv Mr. Livin~
ston, 290. (See also Railway Depar/mentCoal, Carriage of; Coal Contracts' and
Coal Miners.
'
Cohuna-Railway to-Motion by Mr. Bent thrct
question of -constructing railway to Cohul1:1
:lnd of loading the land enhanced in value
thereby be referred to Railwavs Standin cr
Committee, 4082; rlebated, 4082 -; agreed to~
4 082 .

Mr. W. H. (Geelong)
Adjournment of the House, 6qo.
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 142<)
Harwon River Fishermen, 20QO.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1882, 4208, 4224.

COLECHIN,

LEGISLA'l'IVE ASSEMBLY.

COLECHI:-<, Mr. W. H. (continued)Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 751.
Brick Combine, 2948.
Budget, 3976.
Case of an Old-age Pensioner, 800.
Children's Courts BIll, .1213, 3214
Close of the Session, 4230.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Blll,
3386 , 3393·
Coal, 4009.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bi'll,
1444, 4208.
Consolidated Revenue Applic~tion Bill, 3859.
Country Libraries, 2277.
Elster Creek, 4028.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendrllent Bill,
3186 , 3188 , 39 2 5.
Federal Pa,rliament Electi~ns, 3.196.
Filters for State Schools, 2539.
Fireworks at State Schools Exhibition, 1438.
Fisheries and Game Acts-Expenses of Administration, 4021.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill,
3861, 4204.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3042.
Gaming SUT'nression Bill, 1682, 1688, 1839,
1841, 1920, 1928, Iq~3, 207.1, 20 76, 20i7,
2122, 2127, 2153, 2181, 2348, 2388, 2483,
2633, 2653, 28II, 2846, 2974, 3000, 39 2 1.
Geelong Botanical Gardens, 3277.
Geelong Fish Acclimatisation Society, 4130.
(;eelong Harbor Trust, 2278.
Geelong Library, II4, 4130.
Geelong Municipal Waterworks Trust Bill,
386 1.
Geelong 'Vaterworks, I.S32.
Governor's Speech, 72.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 5.12.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 81 9, 3259,
.33:>5·
Inquest on late Mr. McIldowie, 421.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2931.
Justices of Peace, 4002.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 664, 667,
668.
Kardinia Park, 3936.
Labour Bureau, 85.
Licensing Bill, 973, 1012, 1568, 1578, 1579,
357i) .35~7, 35 88 , 3593, 36 76 , 36 78 , 38:1-4,
4 1 98 .

MaJdon Rates Bill, 3 105., 3 174, 3175.
Moe to Walhalla Railway, 4028, 4036.
:Money Lenders Bill, 3057, 3059, 3060, :~062,
306 3, 306 4, 4 134.
Municipal Elections (Adult Suffrage) Bill,
386 .
Municipal Endowment Bill, 893.
:\{unicipal Sheep Dips, 1912.
Municipalities-Enforcement of Duties, 3301.
Old-age Pensions, 800, 4006.
Pension to Mr. Chas. Read, 2989, 3052.
Pianos for State Schools, 2S41, 2723, 2762,
38 9 8 .
Prison Labour, 4124.
Private Members' Business, 1687, 2621.
Public Meetings Regulating Bill, :~~Q7.
Ra.ilway Communication from Newport to
Graham-street, 1859.
Railway, Deoartment-Suicide of Employes,
24 67; Engine-drivers, 2QQO; Special Excursion Trains for Geelong, 3642; Sunday
Labour and Overtime, 4094.
Railway Loan Bill, 35S,~.

COLECHI:-<, Mr. W. H. (continued)Railway Strike-Heinslatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4102.
Railway Surveys, 3230.
Railways Audit Bill, 1291.
Resident Inspector of Factories for Geelong,
7 18 .
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 474.
Savings Banks Deposits, 2938.
Separate Representation Repeul Bill, 532
South Africa Contingents Pensions Act 190$
Amendment Bill, 2304.
State Schools-Sewing Machines, 1532, 2541,
2990 , 38 <)8.
St. James' Church Lands Bill, 397 1, 3972.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Rai!way Extension Bill, 30.13.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2103, 2688.
Superintendent of Exports, 1225.
Supplementary Estimates, 279.
Technical Schools, 3173, 3998.
Unemployed, 343, 720 , 112 5, 1495·
Gsury Prevention Bill, 386, 1350, 1723, 2072.
Victoria Racing Club, 2467.
Votes on Account, 114.
Waterworks Land Sale Bill, 3369.
\\'heat Bags, 2S40.
\Yorkmen's Homes at Geelong, II4, 2539, 40 1 7-

Ccliban 'Yater Supply-Statement by Mr. Lawson re new schedule of rates, 1226; subject
discussed, 1229; statement by Mr. A. S.
Bailes re supply of water for irrigation at
Axe Creek, 2270; by Mr. Bent, 2271; return
re cost, &c., of waterworks in Bendigo district ordered, on motion' of Mr. A. S.
Bailes, 3803.
Commercial Agents, Government-Question by
Mr. Boyd re expenses of mission of Messrs.
Levien and Sinclair to Eastern countries,
277; statement by Mr. Colechin, 279; by
Mr. 'Vatt, 282.
Committee of Public Accounts. (See Public
Accoullts, Committee of).
Committee (Select) Appointed-Cabmen's grievances, 3233.
Committees, Permanent (Appointed), II, 299, 381.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Watt (for Mr. Boyd),
and read first time, 38,~; second reading
moved by Mr. Boyd, 1436; debated, 1439;
Bill read second time, 1447; considered in
Committee, 1447, 29S7: third rea,ding, 4206;
amendments after third reading, 4206 ;
amendment of Legislative Council dealt
with, 4224. (See also Petitions).
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Council, and read
first time, 2439; second reading moved by
Mr. ~1ackey, 3237; debated, 32~7: Bill read
second time, 3238; considered in Committee,
3218; third reading, 3436; amendments
after third reading, ~4:~6.
Compulsory Voting Bill-Brought in bv Mr.
Bent, and read first time, 384; second reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 3.S38; debate
adjourned, 3542.
Consolidated Revenue Anplication Bill-Governor's message brought down, and resolution for an appropriation adopted,17~0;
Bill brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first
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Consoliuateu H.evenue .Application Bill (colltd.)lime, 3;-50; second reauing moved by ~1r.
Bent, 3 gS4; debated, 3855; Bill read second
time, 38.11); cons;dered in Committee, 3gSI);
third oe.ttling, 38sc).
Con"oliuated H.evenue Bill (No. I)-Brought in
by ~1r. Bent, and passed through all stages,
1.2

(contillucdlLicensing Bill"\.> 1";21" 1_'i,~C),'
.')_~C)O,
.,- 9 3 7 'io ,
,_
11
,1/4,
3i5 1 , 3 808 , 3p 13, 38 34, 3842.
Sludge, 4038.
Sly-grog Selling, IIIC).
'Vire Netting-Manufacture by Prison Labour,
22<)<).

CrT.J.EX, Mr. ]l1H:\

i·

Con"ulidated Revenue Bill (Ko. 2)-Brought in
by Mr. Bent, and passed through all stages,
293- 6 .
l"on~olidated Re\'enue Bill (Xo. 3)-Brou~ht in
bv Mr. Hent, and passetI through all !:iLq.;es,
14 1 4.
CO!1solidatell Revenue Bill (Xo. 4l-Brought in
b\· Mr. Bent, and passed through all sta~es,
;.130 3.
Con~ulidate(l Revenue Bill (.Ko.sl-Brought in
In' 1\11'. Bent, :tnd read first antI second
li'me, 3171; considered in Committee, 31;2;
third readinl!,~1;3.
Continuation ~l'hools. (See Public Instruction.)
Cuntrul of Public Hodies Bill-Brought in by
~Ir. Bent, and read first tune, 210;--8; clisch:lrged from paper, 3860.
\
Coode Canal-Yote for works at Coode Canal
discussed 1\1 Committee of Supply, <)0-121.
COUl1l'il of Agl icultur:t\ Education-Question by
~Ir. Smith re filling vacancies, 1181.
Count-out, 20YS.
Countr\' Fire Brigades Bo.trd-Que,.;tion bv :\Ir.
\lcGregor re inquiry at Ballarat, 3166: by
~ir Alexander Pe.ll'ock (for :\Jr. l\Id;regor),
_'-l,B·

Court of Indu"trial

Appe:t\s.

(~ee

Far/('ril's

al/d SlI(lps Arts).
('R\"E~,

Mr. A. ,,~. (Bl'1Iambra)
('lose of the Session, 4233.
~runicipal Endown~ent Bill, 8l)4.
l{oads to Mountain Resorts, .116.
(~ee
also Chairman oj Committees
SPeaker, Deputy).

amI

Cress\' and l'itfield }'lains R:tilwa\'-~Iotion bv
~I r. Bent that question of c.:-onstruc.:ting ~\
railway to Cressy and PitfieltI Plains, and
of loauing the land;; enhancetI in value
thereby be referred to H.ailways StantIing
Committee, 3233; debated, 3234; agreed to,

3 2 37.

Undetected-Statement b~' !vIr. Anstey
statistics of untIetected cnme, 2296; by
Sir Samuel Gillott, 22C)i; further statement
by Mr. Anstey, 22<)i.
Crown Granb Bill-Received from Legislative
Council, and read first time, 1856; second
reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 3239;
debatell, 323CJ; Bill reau !:ieconcl time, 3239;
,C)I1sHlered in Committee, 323<l; third re1ding, 3241.
Crown Lands--Yote of [60,000 for construction
of new roads and impru\'ement of Crown
bnds disc.:usse(l in Committee of Supply,
S9- 12 1.
Crime,
N'

Mr. JOIl" (Gunb{lwcrj
('loser Settlement Art H)04 Amendment Hill,
.U 8 7·
Flood Damages, 4027.
l; rJ.zing Leases, 4015.

C(,(.I_E~,

C,,'cie Manufacturers.
. Acts.)

(See Factories and Shop>

Dairies,
Inspection
of-Statement by
Mr.
E!mslie re alleged insanitary dairy at
Albert Park, 27i.
Dartmoor, Rail~\'a)'. (See Parliamentary Stalldzng C ommlttce on Railways.)
Days. of Si.tting. (See Sessional Arrangements.)
Dentists BIll-Brought in by Sir Samuel Gillott
and, read Jll'st tllne, 1182; question by Mr.
A. S. Bades (for Mr. Mackinnon), 3 64 2 .
Dctutations at Parliament House-Statement by
the Speaker, 884.
Dight's Falls-Statement by Mr. Beazley re
danger to public health through damming
of River Yarra at Dight's Falls, 1856; by
Mr. Wilkins, 1858; by Mr. Bent, 1859 ;
question by i\f r. Beazley, 1995.
Disputed Territory.
(See S outlz Australian
B{lrder.)
Divisions-In the Hou:;e--On 1\1 r. Prendergast's
amendment on the motion for adoption of
an Address-in-Replv to the l~overnor's
Speech, iI; on ~fr. I-I. ~. Bennett's amend·
ment, 2b,; on ~lr. Elmslie's amendment,
3 22 ; on Mr. Dent's motion for the adopti.JI\
of a complimentary resolution to Mr. W.
H. Irvine, 48j; on Mr. Mackinnon's amendment on ~[r. Bent's motion censuring the
Rev. H. ,,-orrall for breach of privilege,
5<)0; on Mr. Bent's motion, 602; on Mr.
Bent's motion for the adjournment of the
Home on the occasion of the President's
dinner, 690; on Mr. Murray's motion for
second re,lding of 13orhoneyghurk Timber
Reserve Revocation Dill, 746; on Mr.
H.obertson'!:i amendment
on
Mr. 'Vatt's
motion for second reatIing of \Vomen's
Suffrage Bill, 942; on Mr. 'Vatt's motion for second reading of same Bill,
1)43; on Mr. Bent's motion for second reading of St. Kilda and Brighton ElectriC
Street .Railway Extension Bill, 1543; on 'Mr.
Gaunson's motion declaring certain statements in the Age newspaper to he a breach
of privilege, 204i; OIl Mr. Graham's
amendments on !l1r. A. S. Bailes' motion for
appointment of Select Committee to inquire
into purchase of pianos, 2i62; on Mr.
Bowser's amendment on Mr. Bent's motion
fixing days ancl hours of sitting, 2896; on
IVIr. 'VartIe's amendment in clause 5 of Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3285; on ~fr. Bent's proposed new clause
in same Bill, 32C)6; on amendment sug,
J.::-ested by Legislative Council in 'Vater
Supply Loans Application Bill, 3724; on
Mr. Mackey's motion agreeing with Legislative Council's amendment, in clause 23 of
Gaming Suppression Bill, 3906; on Mr. J.
,V. Billson's proposed ne\\' clause in Factories antI Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
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Divisions-In the House-(contirlued)392g; on Mr. Mackey's motion for second
reading of St. James' Church Lands Bill,
3972; on Mr. Mackey's motions re Legislative Council's amendments in clause 60 of
Licensing Bill, 4186, 4189; on Mr. Mackey's
motion re Legislative Council's' new clause
D in same Bill, 4193; on Mr. Mackey's
motion re Legislative Council's amendment
in clause 87 of same Bill, 4198; on Mr.
McLeod's motion re Legislative Council's
amendment in clause 20 of Boilers Inspection Dill, 42°9.
Divisions-In Committee-Oil Mr. Gaunson's
amenJment in clause 2 of Juvenile Smoking
Prohibition Bill, 666; on Mr. Anstey'a
amendment in clause 2 of Borhoneyghurk
Timber Reserve Revocation Bill, 752; on
Mr. Boyd's motion to report progress on
Women's Suffrage Bill, 943; on M1'. Boyd's
amendment in clause I of same Bill, 948;
on Mr. Anstey's amendments on Mr.
!lIcBrirle's amendment in clause 7 of Licensing Bill, 1582, 15l)3; on Mr. McBride's
amendment in same clause, 1584; on Mr.
Prendergast's amendment in same clause,
1585 j Oil M1'. Sangster's amendment in
clause 8 of same Bill, 1616; on Sir
Alexander Peacock's amendment in same
clause, 1628; on Mr. Prenderg£st's amend·,
ment in same clause, 1632; on Mr. Anstey's
amendment in clause I of GaminO' Suppression Rill, 1845; on Mr. J. W~ Billson's
amenrlment in clause 3 of Boilers Inspection Bill, 1886: on Mr. Anstev's amendment
on Mr. Bent's' motion fixing fees l'\nder the
(;aming Suppression BiU, 2094; on Mr.
Bent's amendment in same motion, 2095; on
~fr. Bent's motion, as amended, 2095; on Mr.
A~stey's amendment in clause 19 of same
B111, 2155; on Mr. Bent's motion (during
discus.sion on Gaming Suppression Bill) that
strangers be ordered to withdraw, 2159; on
Mr. Toutcher's motion (during discussion on
Gaming Suppression Bill) that strangers be
ordered to withdraw, 2167; on clause 27 of
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2210; on Mr.
Anstey's nmendment in clause 36 of same
Bill, 2216; on Mr. Gray's amendment on
Mr. Mackey's amendment in clause 10 of
same Bill, 2364; on clause 10 of same Bill,
2366; on Mr. J. ,V. Billson's amendment in
clause 6;2 of same 'Bill, 2506; on Mr.
Gaunson's amendment in clause 62 of same
Bill, 25Q8; on Mr. Keogh's amendment in
same clause, 2598; on Mr. Bent's amendment in clause 63 of same Bill, 2642; on
proposed new clause A in same Bi~l, 2818;
. on proposed new clause F in same Bill,
2896; on proposed new clause I in same
Bill, 2909; on proposed new clause J in' same
Bill, 2£')73: on proposed new clause S in same
Bill, 30°7; on Mr. A, S. Bailes' amendment in same clause, 3°12; on clause 27 of
same Bi~l, .1022; on Mr. Bovd's amendment
in clause 6 of Fruit Cases Bill (No.2),
3051; on claw;e 13 of Factories and Shops
.Acts Amendment Bill, 3130; on clause 18
of same Dill, 3143; on Mr. BroIllley's proposed new clause . in Factories and Shops
.\cts Amendment Bill, 3189; on Mr. 'Vatt's
amendment in clause 4 of Improved Small
Holdings Bill, 326,; on M1'. Prendergast's
amendment in clause 5 of same Bill,

Divisions-In Committee-(continued)3267;
on
Mr.
Prendergast's
amendment in clause 4 of \Vaterworks Land
Sales Bill, 3370; on clause 6 of Closer
Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill, 3390;
on Mr. J. W. Billson's amendment in ne,v
clause BB of Licensing Bill,. 3588; on Mr.
McKenzie's amendment in clause 65 of same
Bill, 3594; on Mr. Downward's amendment
in clause 14 of same Bill, 3670; on clause
99 of same Bill, 3681; on clause 36 of same
Bill, 3738; on Mr. J. Cameron's amendment
in clause 37 of same Bill, 3747; on clause
37 of same Bill, 3748; on Sir Alexander
Peacock's amendments in clause 104 of same
Bill, 3823, 3824; on Mr. Boyd's proposed
new clause in same Bill, 3845; on Mr.
Hannah's motion that vote for roads and
bridges be reduced by £1 as an indication
that minimum wage should be paid, 4023.
Dock Accommodation. (See Port Accommodation.)
Domestic Economy, College ot. (See Public Instruction.)
Doncaster and Kew Proposed Electric Railway
-Motion by Mr. Bent that question of constructing an electric railway between Doncaster and Kew and of loading lands en
hanced in value thereby be referred to Railways Standing Committee, 3718; debated,
3718; agreed to, 3718.

Mr. ALl.'RED (Mornington) \Bass Valley Railway, 193.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1885.
Coal, 4013.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3143, 3 184.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1726, 2375, 2622,
26 59.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3251.
Income Tax, 866.
Licensing Bill, 504, 1060, 1526 , 1569, 3)79,
36 S8 , 3666 , 36 72, 36 71, 3668, 3830, 4188.
Municipal Endowment Dill, 902.
Municipal Sheep Dips, J.C)08.
New Railway Station at Korumburra, 798.
Prison Labour, 4119.
Railway Department-Tenders for Victorian
Coal, 2937, 3897; Coal Contracts, 3169;
Gratuities, 4107.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 396.
Unemployed, 721.

DOWNWARD,

Drainage Areas Act r905 Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. E. H. Cameron, and
read first time, 490j second reading moved
by Mr. Bent, 1417; debated, 1418; Bill
read second time, 1~20; considered in Committee, 1420; third reading, 1421; amendments of Legislative Council dealt with,
1546; amendment recommenaed by the Governor agreed to, 1818.
Drainage Law Amendment Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Boyd (for M1'. J. Cameron), and rea~l
first time, 386; second reading moved by
Mr. J. Cameron, 1013; debated, 1914; Bill
read second time, 1015; considered in Committee, 1915; reported with amendments,
19 1 7'

INDEX.

Dredging for Gold-Statement by Mr. Graham
rt! sludge caused by dredging, 795; by Mr.
Keogh, 797; by Mr. McKenzie, 798; by
Mr. Hunt, 799; by Mr. Carlisle, 800; by
Mr. McLeod, 800; by Mr. J. Cameron re
granting of dredging lea:;es in the Mitchell
Valle", 1585; by Mr . .McLeod, 1590; question by Mr. J. Cameron, 1816; by Mr.
Elmslie (for Mr. McGrath) re dredging lease
at Wandiligong, 3642.
(See also Sludge
Abatement Board.)
Dredging Plant-Question by Mr. Prendergast
re purchase of dredginR plant, 227, 444;
re conversion of dredge lohn iVimmo into
a sand-pump dredge, 228; statement by Mr.
Elmslie (on motion for adjournment of the
Hou:;e)" re purchase by :Melbourne Harbor
Trust of a second-hand barge in England,
145 1 ; subject discus:;ed, 1452; statement by
:\Ir. Bent, 1502. (See also Gee/oug Harbor
Trust.)

J. F. (Port Fairy)
CastlllR Vote a:; Acting Chairman of Committees, 3823'
Drainage Areas Act 1905 Amendment Dill,
14 18 .
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 1 3 1 , 32 93.
t;.amlll.g SUl~~)fession Bill, 2077, 2521, 2830.
Licensmg Bdl, 102 9, 35 8 5, 3591, 3749, 3846 .
Superintendent of l':~ports, 1225.

Dl;FFU~, ~Ir.

East Gippsland Railway Schemes-Statement by
Mr. Murray, 2979; by Mr. J. Cameron,
:.19 85;. by
Mr. Keogh, 2987; by Mr.
Mornssey, 4115.
East Melbourne, Representation of-Resignation
?f Sir Samuel Gillott announced, 33 60 ;
Issue of writ for election of member announced, 4140.
Echuca \Vharf-Statement by Mr. McKenzie,
4 II2 .

Education Department.
(See Public Instruction.)
Education Statistics.
(See Public Instruction.)
Eight Hours Art Union-Question by Mr.
Anstey, 3848.
(See also Gaming Suppression Bill.)
Eight Hours Legalization Bill-Brought in by
~:fr. Solly, and read first time, 387; queshon by Mr. 'Vatt, 1450; statement by Mr.
Solly, 1913.
Elections
and
Qualifications
CommitteeSpeaker's warrants laid on the table, II,
2
24 4.
Flectoral Registrars-Question by Mr. G. H.
Bennett re remuneration of rerristrars 1011.
Electoral Rolls-Return re cost ~f pr:paring
electoral rolls ordered, on motion of Mr.
Elmslie, 387; presented, 526 .
Mr. G. A. (Albert Park)
Agent-General, 3991.
Agriculture, Department of, 413 0 .
Albert Park, 4017.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 74 1, 75 2, 753.
Brick Combine, 2955.
Bush Fires, 386 1.
Carrum Drainage Scheme, 168 7.
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill,
3 2 38 .

ELMSLIE,

Mr. G. A. (continued)Copies of Statutes for Members, 3069.
Divisions, 3748.
Dredging Plant Purchases, 1451.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
25 2 3, 39 28 .
Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill, 1414.
Federal Parliament Elections, 3596.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1746, 1855, 1933,
1943, 1948, 2020, 2021, 2067, 2093, 2141,
21 52, 2163, 23 17, 2329, 2602, 2860, 2862,
3008 .
Geological and Underground Surveys, 4039.
Governor's Speech, 296, 299.
Improyed Small Holdings Bill, 834, 3269.
Licensing Bill, 1223, 1243, 1578, 1584, 161s,.,
161 7, 35 85, 3662 , 17 28 , 3735·
Lifts Regulation Bill, 1897.
::\Iiddle Park State School, 3172.
Old-age Pensions, 4008.
Private ~1embers' Business, 2505.
Privilege-Mr. Solly and the Government,
189; Rey. H. Worrall, 567.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4106.
Sham Jewellery, 634Socialistic Proposals, 4130.
State Electoral Rolls, 387'
St. Kilda and Brighton' Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1543.
St. Kilda Cemetery Trustees, 2'=;55.
Supplementary Estimates, 277, 285.
Cl1employed, 718.

ELMSLIE,

Elwood, Improvements at-Statement by Mr.
Bent in Committee of Supply, 89; by Mr.
Watt, 92; by. Mr. Mackinnon, 96; by Mr.
Gaunson, 98; by Mr. 'Warde, 100; by Mr.
'Vatt, 269; by Mr. Bent, 270; by 1fr.
Gray, 278.
Engine-drivers, Examination of-Question by
Mr. Sangster, 4042.
Estimates-Estimates of Expenditure for July
and August, 1906, brought down, 88; Supplementary Estimates of Expenditure for
1905-6 brought down, 267; Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure for 1906-7 brought
down, 1383'
Eucalyptus Farming.
(See Lands Department.)
Exhibition Oval. (See Betting at Sports.)
Explosives-Question by Mr. Smith re report of
Chief Inspector of Explosives respecting
blasting gelatine and gelignite, 448; re explosiyes conditionally passed by Chief Inspector, 718. (See also Mining Accidents.)
Export Trade.
(See Agriculture, Departmrnt
of; Commercial Agents, Goverllment; and
Produce, Export o.f.)
Extradition of Offenders-Question by Mr.
McCutcheon re cost of extradition in Per·
cival's case, 860.
Factories and Shops Acts-Question by Mr.
Bailes re resident inspector for Bendigo,
2q8; by Mr. Bromley re wages in tinsmiths'
trade, 2q8; statement by Mr. Lemmon re
appointment of \Yages Boards, 386; bv
~fr. H. S. Bennett rc extension of determination of Ironworkers' Board to Bra\,brook, 446; question by Mr. Colechin
appointment of resident inspector for Geelong, 718; motion bv Sir Samuel Gillott
for appointment of \Vages Board in millinery trade, 734; debated, 735; agreed to,

re
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Factories and Shops Acts (continued)FAIRBAIRN, Mr. GEORGE (Toorak)
736; question by Mr. Fairbairn re extendAncient Lights Declaratory Bill, 386.
ing the hour of closing certain shops, 757;
Early Closing of Shops, 757.
motion by Mr. Lemmon for leave to subGovernor's Speech, 3231 351.
mit resolutions for appoilltment of Wages
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 779, 884.
Boards in certain trades, 781; debated, 787;
Labour Bureau, J08.
motion withdrawn, 789; motion by Sir
Licensing Bill, 1075, 1148.
Samuel Gillott for appointment of Wages
Municipal Endowment Bill, 88g.
Board for agricultural machinery makers,
Privilege-Rev. H. Worrall, 593.
871; debated, 872; agreed to, 876; motion
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 473.
by Sir Samuel Gillott for appointment of
Supplementary Estimates, 278.
Wages Board for starch-makers, 876; agreed
Unemployed, 723, 724, 1123.
to, 877; motion by Sir Samuel Gillott for
Votes on Account, JOS.
appointment of Wages Board for soapWidows and Young Children Maintenance
makers and washing-soda makers, agreed
Bill, 1082.
to, 877; motion by Sir Samuel Gillott for
'Women's Suffrage Bill, 9 24, 939'
appointment of Wages Board for candle(Resignation announced, 14(2).
makers, agreed to-, 877; question by Mr.
Warde re prosecutions in furniture trade,
899, 1010, I I 15; motions by Sir Samuel FARRER, Mr. J. F. (Barwon)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1423.
Gillott for appointment of Wages Boards
Agricultural Education, 4130.
for flour-millers and waterproof clothing
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1877, 4208.
manufacturers respectively, agreed to, II35;
Bush Fires, 3861, 4130.
statement by Mr. Colechin re appointment
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
of 'Wages Boards for paper-makers, cement
33 84, 339 2 , 3393·
workers, and fodder workers, 1237; quesClose~ Settlement-Ploughing Virgin Land,
tion by Mr. McCutcheon re number of
71 7.
laundries registered, and control over hours
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
of work and rates of pay, 1286; by Mr.
3 188.
Lemmon re police court proceedings at
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3042, 3047, 3050,
South Melbourne, 1647; re deputation of
38 51.
coachbuilders and case of Mr. J. G. Morris,
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1680, 3012, 3032,
1817; questions by Mr. Prendergast re ap3°33·
peal against determination of Fellmongers'
Governor's Speech, Ie;.
Wages Boarel, 1859, 1994; by Mr. Lemmon
Improved
Small Holdings Bill, 816, 3315.
re appearance of counsel before the Court
Income Tax, 864.
of Industrial Appeals, 1994; re appointment
Labour Bureau, 343.
of further Wages Boards, 2765; re apLicensing Bill, 3S64, 3586, 35.q3, 3668, 3728,
pointments to Wages Boards, 2937; motions
3744, 3757, ~758, 1844, 4 1 Qq.
by Sir Samuel Gillolt for appointment of
Marriage P.<'t 'Further Amendment Bill, 'M1nWages Boards for cycle manufacturers,
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment -Bill,
makers of cardboard boxes anel makers of
3 22 3.
paper bags respectively ,agreed to, 3°41;
Municipal Endowment Bill, 906.
motions by Sir Samuel Gillott for appointMunicipal Sheep Dips, 1906.
ment of \Vages Boards for coachbuilders
'Prison Labour, 4123, 4126.
anel farriers respectively, agreed to, 3167-8.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Factories anel Shops Acts Amendment BillEmployes, 4102
Brought in by Sir Samuel Gillott and reael
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 407
first
time,
1323;
statement
by
Mr.
Cnemploved, 1126.
McCutcheon re necessity of proceeding with
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3453.
Bill, 1590; by Mr. G. H. Bennett, IS90;
question by' Mr. Elmslie, 2523; second reading of Bill moved by Sir Samuel Gillott, Farriers. (See Factories and Shops Acts:)
3065; debated, 31°7; Bill read second time, Fawkner Park-Statement by Mr. Mackinnon re
use of park for children's sports, 1239; by.
3 124; considered in Committee, 3124, 3179;
Mr. Bent, 1242statement by Mr. Bent, 3233; Bill read
third time, 3241; amendments after thinl Federal Elections-Question by Mr. Carlisle re
adjournment of Hous,:, 3322; by Mr.
reading, 3273, 3923McGrath, 3595; st,bject discussed, 3596.
Factories and Shop~ Act 1905 Further AmendFederal
Parliament-Statement by Mr. Bent re
ment Bill-Brought in by Mr. Lemmon and
his becoming a candidate for the Senate,
read first time, 385.
89 8.
Factories and Shops Act 1905 (No.2) Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr. Lemmon and Fellmongers. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Fire Brigades.
(See C oU11try Fire Brigades
read first time, 387.
Board.)
Factories (Employment of Chinese) BillBrought in by Sir Samuel Gillott and read Fisheries-Statement by Mr. Keogh re appointment of a Fisheries Commission, 28~.) by
first time, 490.; second reading moved by
Mr. J. Cameron, 285; by Mr. ColechlO re
Sir Samuel Gillott, q17; debated, 918; rIenetting in the Barwon River, 2990; re grant
bate adjourned, 91q; question by Mr. Elmsto Geelong Fish Acclimatisation Society,
lie, 1414; Bill read second time, 3218; consideration of fees in Committee, 1218; Bill
413°·
co-nsidered in Committee, .1218: read third Fi!>herman's Bend-Vote for works at Fisherman's Bend discussed in Committee of
time, 3219; amendment after third reading',
Supply, 89-121.
3219. (See also Petitions.)

l~DEX.

Fitzroy, Municipality of-Question by :Mr. J.
\V. Billson re annex,ltion of North Fitzroy
by the borough of Fitzroy in the ye'u 1868,
1l)3·

Flemington Race-course-Question by Mr. 'Yarde
re charging for admission to the flat, 344.
(See al50 Privilege),
Flir.ders R:1ilw:ty. (Ste Parliamentary Standillg
Committee on Railways).
Floods--Statement by Mr. Lemmon re distress
at Footscra y caused by floods, 1413; by M r.
Dent, 1414; by Mr. Kirkwood re damage
done by floods to roads and bridges, 4021;
by Mr. Cullen, 4027. (See also GoulbuT1l
River Levees and Murray River Levees),
Flour Millers. (See Factories and Shops Acts).
Forests-Question by Mr. A. S. Bailes re introduction of a Forests Bill, 1493; statements
by Mr. A. S. Bailes, 2270, 3171, 317.1; by
Mr. McLeod, 4041; by Mr. Smith re timber
rights in Moormbool Forest, 1817; by Mr.
Smith re destruction of timber in forest:~
near Bendigo, 2272; vote for State Forests
discussed in Committee of Supply, 4043;
stntement by Mr. Prendergast re royalty on
timber, 4114.

MI. C. L. (Polwarth)
Cressy and Pitfield Plains Railway, 3235.

FORREST,

Free Libraries. (See Libraries, Country.)
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Mackey, and read first time,
3718; second reading moved by
Mr.
Mackey, 4138; debated, 4138, 420.l; Bill
read second time, 4204; considered in Committee, 4204; third read;ng, 4205.
Fruit Cases Bill-Brought in by Mr. Swinburne
and read first time, 490; Bill discharged
from paper, 1856.
Fruit C:tses Bill (No. 2)-Brought in by Mr.
Swinburne, and read first time, 1856; second
reading moved bv Mr. Swinburne, 3038;
uebated, 3038; Bill read second time, 3039;
<:onsidered in Committee, 1041; third reading, 3051; amendment after third reading,
30 52 ; amendments of Legisbtive Council
dealt with, 38S2.
Fumina Lands. (See Jands Deptlrtment.)
Furniture Trade. (See Factories and Shops
Acts.)
G:lming Suppre~sion Bdl-Brought in by Sir
Samuel Gillott, and read first time, 877;
second reading moved by Sir Samuel C~il
lott, 14S8; deb'lted by· Mr. Prenderg-ast,
166~; Mr. Mc(~regor,
167S; Mr. Boyd,
[676 j Mr. A. A. Billson, 167c) j Mr. Fan:er,
1680; Mr. Colechin, 1682, 1688 j ~Ir.
Keogh, 16C)3; Mr. Gaunson, 16C)-;, 1724;
Mr. Downward, 1720; Mr. J. ('amerOi'l,
172C); Mr. 'Vatt, liH; ~Ir. Elmslie, 1746 ;
Mr. Solly, li~o; Mr. ~fcCutcheon, li~S;
Mr. A. S. Baile~, I;O.l; ~1r. Murray, '17 68 ;
amendment by Mr. Anstey, affirming, "that
legi~lation . introduced for the purpose of
deahng WIth lottellCs, missing word competitions, g:lmbling, and bettin rr should be
general in its application, and ~ without exemption or distinction of classes, places, or
persons, and should, therefore, be framp.d

Gaming Suppression Bill (continllt'd)to suppress betting and gambling on racecourses as elsewhere; else such leglslatioil
can only be regarded as a hypocritical suh·
terfuge and a pretended compliance with a
sentiment which it fails to serve," 1783;
amendment debated, 1787-94; withdrawn,
li94; debate on motion for second reading
continued by Mr. \Yarde, liC)4; Mr. Toutcher, 1802; Bill read second time, 18oS;
considered in Committee, 1818; licence-fees
to be charged on race·courses dealt with in
Committee, 1917; Bill further considered in
Committee, 1938, 2007, 20SS, 2072, 2108,
2287, 2306, 2333, 23:;1, 244 1, 2468, 2S0:;,
2391, 262'2, 2643, 2766, 2804, 2896, 2973,
2992; third reading, 3026; amendments
after third reading, j026; amendments of
Legislative Council de~t1t with, .1899-3923.

G .L'NSOc-l, Mr. D.WID \Public Offict'rs)

Adjournment of the House, 690.
Administration and Probate Duties Bill,
1293, 14 25, 14 26 , 14 2(}, 1430.
Admini6tration of the Lands Department,
4016 .
BencLgo ScllOOI of Mines, 2573.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1875, 1880, 1884, ISSS,
1888, 1890, 1997, IC)()<), 2001, 2005, 2006.
Borhone\'ghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 753, 755·
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 293.
Divisions, 665, 666.
Dr. lxentoul, 98.
Drainage Law Amendment Bill, 1<)16
Early Sitt;ngs, 1818, 22S0, 2440, 2803.
Elw(lod Improvements, 08.
Eucalyptus fteifalia, 2286.
Exhibition Grounds-Betting at Sports, 2S;8.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
39 2 5.
F,1ctories (Employment of Chinese) Bill, 918.
Filters for State Schools, 2S7S.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill,
420~, 4204.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 16S~, 1685,16()S,
1724, 17lJo, 1791, 1821, 18.26, 1829, IC)17,
1922 , IC)2J, IC).~S, 11)41, 1042, IQ44, 1046 ,
H)4C), IC)S3, IQS6, IC)6S, Iq6;-, 1968 , 200 7,
200C), 2014, .2oiS, 2020, 2022, 202 3, 2026,
2030, 2031, 2056, 20:;7, 2o~8, 206 3, 2066,
2068, 2070, 2072, 20 76 , 208;, 2110, 2 I I I,
2118, 211<), 2120, 212 3, 212 4, 21 36 , 21 41,
214.1, 2147, 214S, 21 50 , 21:;1, 2 Jt;Ii, 2 I:; 8 ,
21SC), 2160, 2162, 216 3, 216:;, 2168, 21 73,
21;4, 217<l, 2182, 218 4, 2H)0, 21 9 2 , 2 II)~,
21<)S, 21Q8, 2IQC1, 2202, 220.~, 220 4,
2212, 221.1, 221;-, 2218, 2221, 2224,
22C)0, 22C)1, 22C)3, 2.2C14, 2~08, 231 I, 2JI3,
2.V8, 23 22 , 2.32~, 21.26, 23 2;, 23 28 , 2.B2,
2334, 2345, 234 8 , 235 0 , 235C), 2306, 23 6 7,
237~, 23 81 , 2~84, .2 ~ql, .23()2, 23()4,
2450, 24S6, 24Si, 24.:;1), 24 64, 24 6 5,
247~,
2~OO,
2~IJ,
2~H),
2~21,
2S(j2, 2:;Q7,
2600, 2602, 2604, 260~, 260q, 261 4, 26~8,
277~, 2804, 2841, 28J;, 28:;2, 2860, 286'1.
2902 , 290 4, 2993, 299 6 , 300 4, 3902 , 39 08 ,
.1Qoq, 3qIO, .'~{)II, ,1()14, 39 1 5, 39 1 9, 3f) 2 3·
Government Business, 2802.
C~overnment Printing Office, C18, 228~.
Hamilton Lancl Resumption Bill, SSI.
Hansard-D'lil" Issue, 98, 228.;.

LEGTSLA Tl VR ASSEMBLY.

GAUNSON, Mr. D.wID (continued)Improved Small Holdings Bill, 878, 879, 883·
Income Tax, 868.
Interviewing of Prisoners by Policemen, 632.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2766, 2928.
Judges, 39q9.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 660, 664,
665, 666, 667, 668, 66g, 789, 79 1 , 793, 794,
795·
Kerrisdale Mining Plant-Sheriff's Sale, 2570.
Licensing Bill, 505, I07S, 13II, 15 24, 1531,1605,
1610, 1615, 1617, 1621, 1625, 34g7, 3580,
37 6 3, 37 64, 3837, 3838 , 384 2, 3844, 4 188 ,
4 1 90 , 4 1 Q4, 4197, 4215, 4218.
Licensing Law-Compensation, 613.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 18gS, 1896, 18Q7.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
344.1·
Mr. Colechin and Mr. Boyd, 4028.
Mr. J. Wren, 1733, 1924.
Mr. Watt, '1733.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 910.
Municipal Sheep Dips, 1909.
Old-age Pensions, 4005.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amendment Bill, 915, 916,
Opposition Corner Party, 603.
Overcrowding of Cabs, 1413.
Penal Establishments, 2285.
Personal Explan.ltion-The Age Newspaper,
2108.
Personal Explanations, 4026.
Pianos for State Schools, 2574, 2737.
Police Evidence in Criminal Trials, 632, 633.
Police Force-Royal Commission's Report,
654; Commission's Expenses, 2259; Detective Fryer, 2568; Constable Lizars, 2572.
Police Magistrates, 228S.
Privilege-Rev. H. Worrall, 489, 559, 560,
56 9,
596 , 598 ; the Age Newspaper, 2036,
2043, 2°47·
Public Service-Promotions, 2266, 2565; Commissioner, 2565; Mr. Fussell, 2570, 2891;
Transfers from Railway Department to Income Tax Office, 4003.
Railway Department-Goods Sheds Employes,
1416; Railway Passes, 2286; Sunday Labour
and Overtime, 2433.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4098.
Railways Audit Bill, 12Q2.
Reading Newspaper Articles, 4°30.
Resignation of Mr. In'ine, 458, 459, 468, 483.
Resignation of Mr. Solly, 2587 . .
Retirement as Representative of Public Officers, 4128.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 393, 412,
510 , 52 7, 533, 535, Q7·
South Africa Contingents Pensions Act 190 5
Amendment Bill, 230,5.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 16S3.
St. Kilda Cemetery Trustees, 2.179.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 1892.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2101.
Supplementary Estimates, 284.
The Clerk (Mr. T. G. Watson), 2936.
Totalizators (Legalized)-Revenue from, 2468.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 27Q7.
Unemployed, 728.
Vacant :Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, .145 1 , .14.13.
VegetatIon Diseages Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill, 1375.
Votes 011 Account, 97, 118, 1409.
SES. 19o6.-b.

5n,

GAn,so~,

Mr. D.4.VID (continued)\Vages Boards (New), 788, 789.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3468.
'Vidows and Young Children Maintenance
Bill, 1075, IOn, 1079, 1080, 1082, 2787,
27 89, 27<)2, 4205.
\"ire ~etting Manufacture, 2302.
""omen's Sulfrave Bill, <)21, 929, 938, 94,1'
944, 945, 946 , 947, 94 8, 949,

Geelong Butanical Gardens-Statement by Mr.
Colechin re Government grant, 2277.
Geelong Harbor Trust-Questions by Mr. Prenderg:1st re purchase of dredging plant, 227,
2<)8,444; by Mr. Lemmon re non-arrival .
of dredge l·Valrus, 2034; statements by Mr.
Holden re loss of dredge Octopos and nonarrival of dredge Walms, 2034, 209.~; by
Mr. Lemmon, 2272; by Mr. Sangster, 2274;
"further statement by Mr. Holden, 2276 j
statement by Mr. Colechin, 2278; by Mr.
Anstey, 2279; question by Mr. Lemmon re
non-arrival of dredge Walrus, 2937; motion
bv Mr. Lemmon that papers connected with
the o\'erdue dredge Walrus be laid on the
table, agreed to, 297'7: papers laid on table,
20~';': question by Mr. McGrath re making
further search for Walrus, 3400; statement
bv Mr. Bent, 4II8.
Geelong Municipal Water Works Trust BiIl-·
Brought in by Mr. Swinburne, and read first
time, 3538.
Geelong 'Yater Sunnlv-<,!uestion by Mr. Colechin re purchase of waterworks by municipalities, 15.12.
Gembrook Railway Accident-Question by Mr.
Solly re punishment of Driver Sheehan,
447; by Mr. Hannah re payment of counsel
employed at inquiry_, 447.

GILLOTT, Sir SAMUEL (East Melbourne)
Administration and Probate Dut:es Bill, 1426,
14 2 9.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 38.:;, 186<), 1879, 1881,
1886, 18S7, 1996, 1998, 2004, 2006, 2007.
Brewers' Licences, 298.
Building Trades Dispute, 2523.
Case of Edward Johnston, 1646.
Chief Inspector of Explosives-Report re
Blasting Gelatine, 448, 718,
Coa-chbuiIClers' Deputation-Case of Mr. J. G.
Morris; 1817.
Country Fire Brigades Boai'll-Inquiry at Ballarat, JI66.
Crime in Victoria, 2297.
Dentists Bill, '1182.
Early Closing of Shops, 757.
Election Printing at Pentridge, H)J.
Electora 1 Registrars, 1011.
Extradition of Offenders, 860, 861.
Factories and Shops Acts-Resident Inspector
for Bendigo, 2g8; for Geelong, 718; Wages
in Tinsmiths' Trade, 298; Iron Workers
\Vages Board, 446; New Wages Boatds,
7.14, 787, 87 1 , 87 6 , 'II35, 1416, 27 6 5, 3040,
.1041, 3167, 3168; Prosecutions in Furniture
Trade, 800, lOW, I I I ~; Police Court Prosecutions, 1647; Fellmongers \Vages Board,
18"Q, H)04; Agricultural Machinery Trade
'V:lges Board, 2938; Court of Industrial
Appeals, 1994.

INDEX.

Sir SUln:r. (continued)Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BilI,
13.l3, 25"Q, 306 5, 3 12 4, 3 1 .lS, 3126, 3 12 7,
3 128 , JI.lfj, 3 13 1, 3 132, 3 133, 3 139, 3143,
3 I C)o, 3 1 9 1 , 3 1 92 , 327.~·
Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill, 490,
C)17, 3 21X , 3.l H).
t;aming Suppression Bill, 877, 1458, 1845,
18 52 , 18 5.1, 19 17, '19 22 , 1939, Ig64, 1965',
202.1, 2056, 20.17, 2058, 2067, 21 4 1, 216 5,
.l198, 21!)9, 2216, 2290, 2314, 23 16 , 23 1 7,
.l318, 2321, 23 22 , 2324, 2326, 239 6, 2397,
2398 , 24 6 3, 2so4, 2~q6, 2Sfl7, 2601, 26 44,
2646, 2647, 2650, 265 I, 265<), 26 72 , 301 3,
3014, 30 IC; , 301 7, .1018, 30H ), 3020, 3021 ,
302 3, 3024, 302 5, 302 7, 3033·
Inten'iewing of Prisoners bv Policemen, 6p.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 658, 671,
67 2 •
Labour Bureall, 343.
Laundries, 1286.
Licensed Premises Voluntarilv Closed, 1648.
Licensing Bill, 1434, 1507, is09, 15 11 , 1530,
I.~.~b, 15511, 1560, 1,56.t, 15()7, 1601, 16°3,
16°5·
Licensing Law-Issue of New Hntel Li"ences,
1053, I I IS; Local Option Polls, 1285.
Lifts Regulation Bill, II.~::
Lunatic Asylum Employes, 757; Pay of
Casu~d \Varders, 86o: Female ~urses, 15~3.
:Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 18,,6.
11edical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,

GILLOTT,

~8~,~q.

Arrangement's,
Gaol-Sanitary
:\Ielbournc
27 65.
X eglected Chilrlren and Reformatorv SchoolsAppointment 0 f Secretary, 2765,'3300.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act I!)O." Amendment Bill, 654, <)14.
Percival, Case of-Question by Mr. McCutcheon, 860.
Police-Ro\'al
Commission's Report, 6q;
Police Quarters at \Villiamstown, 1816;
Royal Commission's Expenses, 22sn.
Railways Service-Representat:on, 2643.
Street l)bstrllction at Prahran, .2~86.
Taxing Master, 2249.
Ti lIes Office-Ca retaker, I S33·
Trustees Fnder 'Wills, 2249·
Vaccinat ion, J()f)3·
'Widows :-Inn Young Chil'dren Maintenance
Dill, 2702.
'Yorkers Accidents Compensation Bill, 1.212.
(Resignation announced, 3360).

Government Printing Office-Statement by Mr.
Watt in Committee of Supply re inquiry
into working of Government Printing Office,
93; Iby Mr. Gaunson, 9~; ljuestion by Mr.
Gaunson Fe appointment of Governmenl
Printer, 2286.
Governor, His Excellency the (Sir Reginald
Arthur James Talbot, K.C.B.)-Motion by
Mr. Campbell for adoption of Address-IllReply to His Excellency's speech on opening the session, 12; seconded by Mr.
Farrer, 15 i. debated by Mr. Prendergast,
50; amendment by Mr. Prendergast that the
following words be added to the motion : "But we have to express our regret that
there appears to be no intention to introduce measures to provide for a progressive
land tax or for compulsory purchase by the
Closer Settlement Board," 71; amendment
negatived, 71; debate on Address-in-Reply
continued by Mr. Colechin, 72; Mr.
Hannah, 82, 12I, 127; Mr. Lemmon, 139;
Mr. Beard, 153; Mr. Sangster, 194; Mr.
McKenzie, 201; Mr. H. S. Bennett, 202;
amendment by Mr. H. S. Bennett to add to
the address words affirming the desirability
of appointing a select committee to inquire
into the system of mining leases and the
general administration of the Mines Department, 212; debated by Mr. McGrath,
212, 229; Mr. Smith, 223; Mr. McLeod,
235; Mr. Anstey, 249; Mr. Bailes, 261;
amendment negatived, 267; debate on motion
for Address-in-Reply continued by Mr.
Elmslie, 299; amendment by Mr. Elmslie to
add words to the motion affirming the necessity of adult suffrage, 31 I; amendment
debated by Mr. Watt, 313; Mr. McGregor,
317; Mr. Boyd, 3 19; amendment negatived,
322; motion by Mr. Watt that the question
be now put, 322; debated, 322-6; Mr.
Watt's motion withdrawn, 326; debate 01\
motion for Arldress-in-Reply continued by
Mr. Boyd, 326; Mr. Gray, 340, 345; Mr.
Fairbairn, 351; Mr. Swinburne, 354; Mr.
McCutcheon, 361; Mr. J. Cameron, 363;
Mr. Keogh, 366; :'IIr. Holden, 368; Mr.
Kirkwood, 369; Mr. Solly, 371; motion
agreed to, 381; presentation of Address·i~
Reply, S57.
Governor's Levees-Question by Mr. Toutcher re
private entree, 2764.

Mr. GEORGE (Goulburn Valley)
Agriculture, Department of, 4127.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1883.
Butter Comm.ission, 31.4, 445·
Contractor at Shepparton-Alleged Injustice,
4017, 4018 .
Co-operative Butter Factories, 174S.
Days and Hours of Meeting, IIJ6, .2892.
Exhibition Grounds-Betting at Sports, 2424.
2541, 2559·
Fruit Cases Bill (K o. .2), 30 48, 3049.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2122, 2779, 3909·
Gou\burn River Levees, 2590 , 2987.
Justices of the Peace, 4002.
Licensing Bill, 3827, 4 195, 4 21 3.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 900.
Personal
Explanation-Proposal
to
LoaL!
Land for Railway Purposes, 86.
Pianos for State Schools, 2736.

GRAHAM,

Girpshnd \Vest, l{epresentation of-Issue of
writ for election of a member in place of
~Ir. Mackey, who had accepted an office of
profit unner the CrQ\.vn, 1053; re-election of
~ir. Mackey announceu, 1225; Mr. Mackey
introduced and sworn, 1226.
GlecS(l1l v. Victorian Railwavs CommissionersQuestion by ~r. Boyd ·Fe appeal to Privy
Council, 7fl6.
Glene\g, .Representation of-Issue of writ for
election of a member in place of Mr. Ewen
Cam~ron, deceased, and election of Mr. H.
J. M. Campbell announced, 10; Mr. Campbell introduceu and sworn, 10.
Goulburn River Levees Question by Mr.
Mcl,enzie, 228; by Mr. Graham re report
of Mr. Starr, 251)0; statement by Mr.
~It.:Kenzie, 2~)82; by Mr. Graham, 2987.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Mr. GEORGE (colltinued).Privilege-Mr. Solly and the Government, 189.
Prize Fights, 717.
Railway Carriage of Produce, 4009.
Sludge Caused by Dredging, 795.
St. Kilda. and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, r655.
Supplementary Estimates, 281.
Superintendent of Exports, 1224.
Tocumwal Floods, 4129.
Trawool Storage BasIn, ...8.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill, 3374.
Waterworks Land Sale Bill, 3364.

GRAHAM,

Grain Bags.

(See Wheat Bags.)

GRAY~ Mr. JOHN (Swan Hill)

Australian Producers and Traders Company
Limited, 2783, 2784.
Budget, 3987.
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill,
32 38 , 3436 .
Crown Grants Bill, 3239, 3240, 3241.
Drainage Areas Act 1905 Amendment Bill,
1420, 1421 •
Drainage Law Amendment Bill, 1915.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BIll,

32 92 •

Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3045, 3047.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2063, 2092, 2349,
235 1 , 3°0 7, 3°23·
Governor's Speech, 340 , 345.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 883, 3257,
3268, 32 71.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2936.
Land Settlement, 4015.
Licensing Bill, 1220, 1528, 1530 , 153 1, 1556,
1558, 1559, 1560, 1602, 1605, 1607, 10 17,
1618, 3583, 359 2, 3595, 3661 , ;3666, 36 74,
36 75, 36 76 , 37 28 , 3749, 37 61 , 3762 , 38I1 ,
3846, 4 194, 4216.
Long Lake Scheme-Cost of Pumping, 4081.
Manures, 1285.
Municipa·l Endowment Bill, 903.
Prison Labour, 4125.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 2046.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3559.
Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages
A<:t Furtber Amendment Bill, 297 1, 2972.
Superintendent of Exports, 1224.
Supplementary Estimates, 278, 279.
Tooleybuc Water Scheme, 4043.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3450,
3~53·

Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Further Amendment Bil, 3374.
Voting by Post Bill (No.2), 4138.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3457.
Wire Netting, 2301.
Grazing Leases-Subject discussed in Committee
of Supply, 4015.
Guiding Star Gold Mining Company-Statement .by Mr. McGrath re renewal of lease,
40 38 ; by Mr. McLeod, 4°42.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Murray and read first time, 382;
second reading moved by Mr. Murray, 549;
debated, 550; Bill read second time and
passed through remaining stages, 553.
b2

Mr. M.UTI)1 (Railways Service)
Adjournments of the House, 689.
Binder Twine, 85 Q •
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1877.
Brick Combine, 1687, 2584, 293 8 .
Building Trades Dispute, 4079.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1833, 1840, ISlSI,
2122, 2855, 2860,· 2861, 2862.
Gembrook Railway Accident, 447·
Government Buildings-Plans for Construction,
2590 .
Governor's Speech, 82, 122, 127.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 8I1.
Judges, 3999·
Licensmg Bill, 1031, 1433, 1568, 1583, 1616,
1621.
Maffra Beet Sugar Factory, IOi·
Minimum Wage, 4022.
Moe to 'Valhalla Railway, 106, 114, 4 02 9
Old-age Pensions, 4006.
Pianos for State Schools, 2751.
Privilege-Rev. H. Worrall, 602.
Prison Labour, 4123.
Public Works Department, 4018.
Railway Department-Task Work by Employes, 898 j Hours and Payment of Employes, 1232; Wages of Employes, 1345,
4024; Alleged Favoritism, 2034, 2248; Sunday Labour and Overtime, 242 9, 4087, 4°97,
41II; Boy Labour, 4HI; Stationmasters'
, Grievances, 4tI2.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4099.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 467'
The Premier and Mr. Hannah, 19·
Scaffolding Inspection Bill, 386, 1213, 1913,
2333·
School of Domestic Economy, 30 97.
Sentence on a Nurse, 799.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 389, 4 II ,
53 2 •
State Schools Exhibition, .1585.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric RailwayConductors, 2267.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway
Extension Bill, 1539, 1648.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2100.
Supplementary Estimates, 268, 286.
Unemployed, 724, 14Q8.
Votes 011 Account, 106, 114, 120, 126, 1410.
Wages Boards (New), 736.

HANNAH,

Hansard-Statement by Mr. Watt re publication of a daily Hansard, 93; by Mr. Gaunson, 98, 2285; by Mr. Prendergast, 2976;
by Mr. Murray, 2978.
Mr. ALBERT (Walhalla)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1878, 1887, 1889,
2006.
Butter Commission, 634.
Diseases in Stock, 1286.
Licensing Bill, 15°5, 38...6.
Little Yarra Tramway, 1011.
Municipal Endowment Bill, .~~7, 903, 909·
Railway Lands Acquisition Act, 633.
Reclassification of Fumina Lands, 859.
Surplus Revenue Bill, I147.
Votes on Account, II9.
'Valhalla Railway, 'lI9,1232.
Wood's Point Gold-fields, 1285.

HARRIS,

I~DEX.

Health Department-Question by Mr. Livingston re work of the Board of Public Health,
290 .
Mr. (~. F. (Warrellheip)
Dredge Walrus, 2034, 2095, 22;6 i Octopus,

HOI.I>EN,

20 95, 22j6.

Governor's Speech, 368.
Municipal Rating (Unimproved Value) Bill,
386 .
Railwav
Produce Traffic-~orth Geelong,
3802 :
Horses at Agricullural Shows-Question by Mr.
Farrer re preventing unsound horses from
obtainin~ prIzes at agricultural shows, 71;-.
Mr. THOMAS (Upper GOlllburn)
Alexandra District Railway Communication,
1745·
Alexandra-road to Alexandra Railway, 386 1.
D redgmg 1.eases, iC)C).
Im~roved Small Holdings Bill, 330 5, 330j.
J ubl.lee of Responsible (;overnment, 2934.
Justices of t~e Peace, 4001.
Kerrisdale Mine, ISC)I, 3096.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 30 08.
Neglected Children and Reformatorv Schools
-:-Appoil,\tl1~ent of. Secretary, 2;65,' 3300.
Railway ~trtke-Rell1statement of Dismt:;sed
Employt·s, 4086.
Road "'orks and Bridges, 4085.

HUNT,

Income Tax-Hesolution fixing rates of income
tax for year endll1g 31st December, 1<)07,
proposed by Mr. Bent in Committee of Ways
and Means, 861; debated, 862; agreed to,
871. (See also Petitions.)
Income Tax Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and
read first time, 871; second reading moved
by Mr. Dent, 1043; debated, 1046; Bill
read second time, 1051 i considered in COUlmittee, 1051; thi·rd reading, 1052.
Indeterminate Sentences Bill-Brought in by
M1'. Mackey, and read first time, 385; discharged froUl Paper, 3860.
Inter-State Conference-Motion by M1'. Bent for
adjournment of the House during the sittings of the Inter-State Conference, 1917;
report of proceedings of Conference presented by Mr. Bent, 1992.
Ironworkers.
(See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Mr. VY. H. (Lowan)
(Resignation announced, 10).

IRYINE,

Irvine, M1'. vV. H., Resignation of-Complimentary motion moved by Mr. Bent, 448;
debated, 449; amendment by Mr. Anstey,
481 i amendment negatived, and motion
agreed to, 487; acknowledgment by Mr.
Irvine, 673.

Japanese Famine Relief Fund-Question by Mr.
Elmslie, 277.
Jewellery-Question by Mr. Elmslie re fraudulent sale of sh:tm jewellery, 634.
HUTCHl:\'SO:\', ~Ir. VVILLIAM (Eoruflg)
Factoric>s and Shops Acts Amendment Bill, Jubilee of Responsib!e Government-Question by
Mr. A. A. Billson, 1817; historical paper by
J 1 42 .
the Clerk, presented, 28QI ; statement bv Mr.
Licensing Bill, 106 5, 341)8, 35<)2, 359J, 364Q,
Bent, 2i6S i motion In' Mr. Bent, concurring in
J7 25, Ji 2b , J7 27, Ji4 1 , 3i4~, 375J, 3i 54,
the adoption of joint address to His Majesty
J75S, 3806 , 380 8, 3 8o l), J8I.!, 38rJ, 3818,
the King, and also to His Excellency the
J 82 4, 38 4 1, 3842.
Governor, 2<)10; supported by Mr. PrenderMaldon Rates Bill, 3174.
gast, 2Qli;
~Jr.
Mackinnon, 2C)22; Sir
Petition for Abolition of Ihrmaids, 3 6 .1-3,
Alexander Peacock, 21)2J; Mr. Outtrim,
3681 , 3i 18 .
2924; 1\1r. Toutcher, 2926; Mr. Caunson,
Pianos for SLlte Schools, 2i4 6 .
2928; Mr. Colechin, 2C)JI; agreed to, 29J2;
announcement by the Spea·ker re preImportation of Coods-Qut'stion by Mr. Lemmon
sentation of address to His Excellency
re preventing public trusts ;m'd boards from
the Governor and His Exceilenl.\"s reply
importing goods which could be obtained in
embodying message from His' Majesty,
the State, 2034. (See also Control of Public
2932; motion by Mr. Bent that His 'Majesty's
message
and
His
Excellenc\,'s
Bodies Hill: Drl'dgill.f! PIlmt, and Railwav
Departmt'nt.)
speech be entered in the journals of the
Improved Small Holdings' Bill-Brought in by
Hou,;e, 2fJ34; supported by Mr. Hunt, 2934;
Mr. Murray, and read first time, 382; Goagreed to, 2935; motilln by Mr. Bent tender"ernor'~ me"sage brought down, 4C)0 i resoing thanks of the Home to the Clerk, Mr.
lution for an appropriation adopted, 538;
T. G. \Yatson, for his valuable services in
second rt'ading of Bill moved by Mr.
connexion with the Jubilee, 2;)35; debated,
Murray, )3~; debated by Mr. Prendergast,
2935; agreed to, 21)36 i statement by the
Speaker, 2937; lett~r from the Angl:can
6it) j Mr. Lemmon, iSi j Mr. Keast, 76b;
Mr. Robertson, iio; Mr. Toutcher, 7i3;
Archbishop of Me'bourne, 2qi4; acknowMr. Fairbairn, iiI); Mr. J. ('ameron, 802;
ledgment of address to His Majesty, 3100;
Mr. Downward, 804 j Mr. Smith, 806; ~fr.
message from His Majesty, 3452.
McKenzie, SoC); Mr. Hannah, 8Il; Mr. A. Justice, Administration of-Question by Mr.
A. Bilbon, 813; Mr. Farrer, 816; ~[r.
(~al1nson re inten'iewing bv policemen of
Living~ton, 81i; Mr. Colechin, SIt) i :'Ifr.
plisoners awaitin~ trial, 6~2'; re police eviA. S. Bailes, 826; Mr. Keogh, 828 j Mr.
dence in criminal trials, 6:p; statement by
Mackinnon, 82C); 1ir. Carlisle, 833; ~tr.
M r. Hannah re sentence passed upon an
elderlv female nurse for manslaughter, iQ9;
Elmslie, 834; Mr. McCutcheon, 8.i6; Mr.
bv Mr. Lemmon rr inaclecJlwte punishment of
J. W. Hillson, 836; Bill read secoild time,
wife-beaters, 1857 i by Mr. Prendergast,
S37 i con"idered in Committee, 83;, SiS.
ISS8; by Mr. \Yarde, 18.~8; by Mr. Bent,
1333, 143.~, J 246 , 33 02 ; third reading, 3316;
18SC);
M1'. Prendergast re prosecutions of
amendment after third
reading,
J31b:
employ~s for theft, 4002. (See also Ex~radi
amendment,; 0 f Legislative t 'oulll'il dealt
tion of Offenders and Street Obstructzon.)
with, 3853.
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Justices of the Peace-Subject of appointment
of Justices of the Peace discussed in COlIlmittee of Supply, 4001.
J\.i\ enile Smoking Prevention Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Outtrim and read first time, 385;
second reading moved by Mr. Outtrim, 654;
debated, 658; Bill read second time, 663;
considered in Committee, 663; third readillg, 789, amendments after third reading,
789'
Kardinia Park-Statement bv Mr. Colech:n re
Gcvemment grant, 227 8.
J

Mr. W. S. (Dandenong).
Agricultural College, 860, 4130.
Carlum Water Rates, 4180.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
3391.
Crown Lands-Improvement, 4033.
Ferntree Gully Shire Roads, 4024.
Fruit Cases Bill (NO.2), 3050.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2033, 2064, 2°77,
221 5, 24 83.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 766, 33°4,
3306 , 3310, 33 12 , 33 15.
Kerang Irrigation and Water Supply, 4043·
Licensing Bill, 3577.
Loan Acts Amendment Bill, 3544·
Longwarry Lands Reclassification Dill, 3316,
4210. •
Money Lenders Bill, 3056, 3058, 3060, 3061,
3062 , 306 3.
Railway Department-Goods Sheds Employes,
1238; Stationmasters, 41I4·
Railway Loan Bill, 3554·
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 1891,
18C)2.
Uneinployed, 1129.
'Wholesale Market at South Melbourne, 1816.

KEAST,

Mr. H. P. (Gippsland North)
Agricultural College near Melbourne, 4130.
Bendigo ¥hool of Mines, 2538.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1876, 1884, 2000.
Budget, 3983.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
• 4206.
Control of Public Bodies Bill, 2108.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 2892.
Drainage Law Amendment Bill, 1914.
Dredging Leases, 797.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 186 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1693, 1826, 1852,
1932, 2033, 2067) 2069, 2074, 2212, 229 1,
23 16 , 23 18 , 2344, 2370, 2395, 2457, 25 10 ,
25 17, 25 18 , 25 19, 25 20 , 259 2, 2598, 26 04,
2641, 2662, 2847, 2903, 2995, 3001 , 3019·
Gippsland-Railway Construction, 2987.
Governor's SP.eech, 366.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 828, 883, 32S5.
Income Tax, 863.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 663.
Licensing Bill, 1304, 1528, 1599, 1617, 1632,
36 50 , :~660, 36 79, 37 28, 3733, 3737, 3740 ,
3748, 3818 , 3833, 4216.
Money Lenders Bill, 3059.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 890'
Municipal Sheep Dips, 1910.
Ocean Mail Contract, 672.

KIWGH,

(37)

Mr. H. P. (continued)Pianos for State Schools, 2539.
Public Meetings Regulating Bill, 3396.
Public Works, 4019.
Railway Department-Overcrowding of Carriages, 1414.
Railway Surveys, 3232.
Redbank Recreation Reserve Sale Bill, 549·
Reserves in Country Towns, 2268.
Roads to Mountain Resorts, 517.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 1892.
Suoerintendent of Exports, 1224.
Supp~ementary Estimates, 285.
Vnemployed, 'II34'
Unpunctuality in Meeting, 2986.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Further Amend·
ment Bill, 3375·
vVidow3 and Young Children Maintenance
Bill, 1079, 1080.

KEOGH,

Kingo\\"er Land Bill--Brought in by Mr.
Lanadon and read first time, 4079; second
.reading moved by Mr. Langdon, 4134; Bill
Tead second time and 1)assed through remaining stages, 4 1 34.
Mr. HAY (Eaglellawk)
Coliban Water Supply, 12 30 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2067, 212 3, 2504,
277 1, 2973, 3016 .
Governor's Speech, 369.
Land for Eucalyptus Farming, 227·
Licensing Bill, 35 87, 3759·
Municipal Endowment Bill, 90 7.
Public Meetings Regulating Bill, 3398 .
Roads and Bridges-Repairs, 402 1.
State Forests, 4043·
Ventilation of Mines, 4040.

KIRKWOOD,

Labour Bureau-Statement by Mr. Mackinnon,
84; by Mr. Co!echin, 85; question by Mr.
H. S. Bennett re re-organization of Labour
Bureau, and extension of faciJitie,s to country
centres, 86; subject of management of
bureau discussed in Committee of Supply,
109; statemen~ by Mr. Co.lechil?, 343; question by Mr. Farrer re reglstratlOn of unemployed in country districts, 343; by Mr.
Outtrim re visit of Mr. Tregear from New
Zealand, 718. (See also Unemployed, The).
Lady Loch, S.S.-Question by Mr. Sangster rc
second officer, 3641.
Lake Bolac, Railway to-Motion by Mr. Bent
that question of constructing railway to
Lake Bolac and of loading the land enhanced in value thereby be referred to
Railways Standing Committee, 4082; debated, 4082; agreed to, 4084.
Lands Department-Question by Mr. Kirkwood
re permitting scrub land in the Mallee to
be taken up for eucalyptus farming, and
the manufacture of eucalyptus oil, 227; by
Mr. Harris re reclassification of Fumina
lands, 8S9; question by Mr. Anstey re
alienation of land east of Snowy River,
2865; vote for .Department discussed in
Committee of Supply, 4015.
(See also
Closer Settlement; Crown Lands; Grasing
Leases; and ~Vorkmen's Homes.)
Lands Purchase Board. (See Closer Settlement.)

INDEX.

Mr. THOMAS (Korong)
Bush Fires, 2539,
Bush Fires Bill, 3861.
Kingower Land Bill, 40 79, 4 134'
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3435·

LANGDON,

Laundries.

(See Factories and Shops Acts.)

Mr. H. S. \Y. (Castlemaine and
Maldon)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 133 I,
14 22 , 14 25.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 2002.
Coliban "Vater Supply, 1226.
Fruit Cases Rill (No.2), 3038.
Licensing Bill, 1602, 3754.
Maintenance of Main Roads, 1322.
Mal~o.n Rates Bill, 3 102 , 3 174, 317i, 3178.
MunICIpal Endowment Bill, 901.

Mr. JOHN (continued)St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Ra·ilway Extension Hill, 1654'
Supplementary Estimates, 291.
Wages Boards (New), 735, 781 , i89, 874, 1135,
1137, 2765.
\Vater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3468,
37 2 3.
'Wheat Bags, 2563.

LEMMON,

LAWSON,

LEMMo~,

Mr. JOHN tWilliamstown)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1882, 1889 3863.
Brick Combine, 2950.
'
China Naval Contingent, 344.
Coachbuilders' Deputation-Case of Mr. J. G.
Morris, 1817.
Coal Contracts, 4009.
Coal Miners-Proposed Wages Board 633,
'
14 16 ; Living Wage, 2764, 3170.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
1446 , 2<)S7, 296 7, 4 20 7.
Dock Accommodation, Q7, 4020.
Dredg~ Walrus, 2034, 227 2 , 2937.
Factones and Shops Act 1<)05 }'urtller Amendment Bill, 385.
Factories and Shops Act 1905 (X o. 2) Further
Am~ndment Bill, 387.
Factones and Shops Acts-Appointment of
Special Boards, 386; Police Court Prosecutions, 1647; Fellmongers, H)<)4; Agricultural
Machinery Trade Board, 2Q37.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 I1 7, 3 12 7, 3 13 1, 3 133, 3 134, 3188, 3 H )u,
3 1<)4, 3 280, 32 93, 3925, 39 28 .
Flood at Footscray, 1413.
Footscray Magistrates, 1857.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2Q24, 2185, 2192,
2830 .
Governor's Speech, I3Q, 32 1.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, i5i, 32i2.
Licensing Bill, 1566, IS7Q, J608, 16J6, 1622,
1628, 3587, 3590, 3 661 , 3 66 4, 374 1, 3746 ,
3759, 3812 .
Licensing Law-Issue of X ew Hotel Licences,
1053.
Minimum Rate of \Vages, 4II3.
Personal Explanation-The Age Newspaper,
1685.
Police Quarters at Williamstown, 1816.
Printing Overseer at Pentridge, 297.
Public Trusts and Boards-Importation of
Goods, 2034.
Ra.ilway Department-Sunday Labour and
Overtime, 2426, 2564, 4089; Minimum Rate
of Wages, 4113.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4102.
•
Railways Commissioners - Chairman's Expenses, 4181; Leave of Absence to Chairman, 4181.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 4 13.

Leve~s Construction Bill-Brought in

by Mr.
E. H. Cameron, and read first time 3 85;
· di~charg,ed from Paper, '3 860 .
'
Llbranes, Country-Statement by Mr. Livingston re vote to country libraries 28 9' by
· Mr. ~olech.in, 2277.
"
L~brary CommIttee-Appointed, 38 1.
LIcences, N eW--Question by Mr. McGrath re
· new hotel !icences issued since 1885, IllS.
LIcensed PremIses-Return re licensed premises
vol~ntarily closed since 1885, ordered, on
motion of Mr. Anstey, 1647-8; presented,
24 2 5.
Licensing Bill- Go.vernor's message brought
down, 444; motIOn by Mr. Bent in Committee fixing amount of licence-fees, 490 ;
debated, 502; agreed to, 5°7; resolution
adopted, 50 7; B~ll brought in by Mr. Bent,
and react first tIme, 50~; resolution for an
appr~priation adopted, 508; second reading
of BIll moved by Mr. Bent, 635, 673; deb~ted by Mr. A. A. Billson, 949; Mr. Mackmn;>o, .968; Mr. C'olechin, 973, 1012; Mr.
McI\..enzle, 1016; Mr. G. H. Bennett, 101 9;
Mr Duffus, 1029; Mr. Hannah, 1031; Mr.
Thoms.on, 1041; Mr. Downward, 1060; Mr.
HutchI~son~ 1065; Mr. McCutcheon, 10 70 ;
Mr. Faubaun, 1148; nIr. Prendergast 1l82'
Mr. A. S. Bailes, 1203, 1213; Mr. 'Smith:
121 7; M.r. Gray, 1220; Mr. Elmslie, 12 43;
Mr. Swmburne, 1251; Mr. \Varde, 1261;
Mr. T~utcher, 1268; Mr. Anstey, 1274, 12 94;
Mr. I\..eogh, 1304; Mr. Bowser, 1307; Mr.
G~unson, 1311; M!. J. \Y. Billson, 1319;
BIll n;ad second time, 1321; Cjl1sidered in
CommIttee, 13 21 , 1433, 1504, 1556, 11\6 3,
1596 , 3 1 94, 346 9, 34 88 , 35 60 , 3643, 3724,
375 0 , 3 80 3; (Subjects dealt with-Licensing
fees and p~rcentage, :3195, 3665, 3680 ,
3 803, 3828 ; LIcences l~eduction Board, 319i,
3576, 380 5; compensatIon, 3197, 3469, 3488,
35 60 , 35<)0, 3 643, 38 3 2 ; local option, 3198,
,1~9.1, 3 81 3, 3 82 4; sale of liquor during proh.lblted hours, 3594, 3760; reduction of
lIcences, 3656; increase of licences, ]6S7;
clubs, 3663, 38°3, ~R46; grocers' licences,
3 6 78 , 3 80 q; ~ustralian wine licences, 3i24;
t~mporar)' lIcences, 3732, 3~3; road-side
bcences, 3738; barmaids, 3754, 3806; rel~lOv:11 of licences,~8~ti); Rill read third
tIme, 3847; Clerk empowered to insert and
alter headlines, 3862;
amendments of
Legislative Council dealt with, 4184, 4210.
Licensing Law-Question bv Mr. Gaunson re
compensation
provisions, 633; by
Mr.
Lemmon (for Mr. McGrath) re new hotel
licences, 1053; by Mr. Mackinnon (for Mr.
A. A. Billson) re local option polls, 1285.
(See also Bre7vers' 1.icences).
Lifts Regulation Bill-Received from Legislative Council and read first time, II35;
second reading moved by Mr. Swinburne,
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Lifts Regulation Bill (conti1rued)1892; debated, 1893; Bill read second time,
1896; considered in Committee, 1896, 3036;
third reading, 3038 i amendment after third
reading, 3038; amendment recommended by
Governor's message dealt with, 4133.
Limitation of Actions Bill Received from
Legislative Council and read first time,
1856; second reading moved by Mr. Mackey,
4202; Bill read second time, 4202; con-.
sidered in Committee, 4222; third reading,
4224; ,message from Leg lsI at,iv,e Council
dealt with, 4225; motion by Mr. Mackey
that Bill be laid aside, agreed to, 4227;
motion by Mr. Mackey that foregoing
motion be rescinded, 4 23 1 ; debated, 4 23 1 ;
leave to submit motion without notice refused, 4232.
Little Yarra Tramway-Question by Mr. Harris
re construction of tramway to LiWe Yarra,
101 I.
Mr. THOMAS (Gippsland South)
Inspection Dill, 1874, 1880, 1885, 1886,
1887, 1890, 2004, 2006, 3864, 4224.
Budget, 3979.
Bush Fires Bill, 3861.
Closer Settlement Act-Valuers, 1994.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
3379·
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
4 20 7.
Dr. Rentoul, III.
Drainage Law Amendment Bill, 1914, 1916.
Filters for State Schools, 2561.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3045.
Gaming Suppression Bill, Xfb4, 1855, 2084,
21 49, 277°·
Governor's Speech, 147.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 8r7, 3305,
d 0 9, 33 10, 33 1 3.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention :Bill, 671.
Licensing Bill, 1530, 1563, 367:01, 3740, 3812,
38 34.
Milk Supervision Act, III.
Money Lenders Bill, .~060.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 896, 907.
Public Instruction-Schools in Country Districts, 1I0; Collections from Parents, 860;
Furnishing of State Schools, 2270; Condition
of Schools, 2562, 3r72.
Railway Carriage of Coal, 3170.
Railway Department-Hours of Employes
4108 ; Clerical Work of Stationmasters, 410Bi
Railway Loan Bill, 3557.
.
Recreation Grounds, 2270.
Registra.tion of Births, Deaths, and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2972.
Road Construction, 1II.
State S<:bools Exhibition-Railway Fares, I4So.
Supplementary Estimates, 289.
Vegetation Diseases Act 18<)6 Further Amend·
ment Bill, 337 2, 3374.
Votes on Account, 110.

LIVINGSTON,
Boiler~

Loan Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in bv Mr.
Bent, and read first time, 3434; seoond' reading moved by Mr. Bent, 3542; debated,
3543; Bill read second time, 3546; considered in Committee, 3546) third .reading,
3547; amendment recommended by Governor's message agreed to, 3803.

Loan Conversion-Statement by Mr. Bent, 2588.
(See also Sr.rplus Re'IJenue Bill.)
Loans, Flotation of-Question by Mr. Gray re
cost of underwriting, 279. (See also Loan
Conversio1J.)
Lon£ Lake Pumping Scheme-Return re cost of
pumping ordered, on motion of Mr. Gray,
4081.
.
Longwany Lands'Reclassification Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Keast and read first time, 3316;
statement by Mr. Ke:l.st, 4210.
Lowan, Representation of-Resignation of Mr.
W. H. Irvine announced, 10; election of
Mr. Rothert Stanl<;y announced, 444; Mr.
Stanley introduced and sworn, 557. (See
also Irvine, Mr. W. H., Resignation of.)
Lunatic Asylums--Question by Mr. A. A. Billson
re appointment and qualifications of attend.
ants, 757; by Mr. Bovd re pay of temporary
attendants, 860; by Mr. Prendergast re
placing female nurses in attendance on male
patients, 1533; by Mr. Watt, 2268; by Mr.
A. A. Billson, 2276: by Mr. Beard, 22~;
subject further discussed, 3992; statement
by Mr. WaH re proposed erection at Mari·
byrnong of hospital for acute mental cases,
2268; by Mr. Bent, 2271.
McBRIDE, Mr. PETER (Kara Kara)
Borhoneyghurl.: Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 744·
Dap and Hours of Meeting, 1II6, 2892 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2026, 2202, 2206,
2216, 2307, 2483, 25 1 9, 25 21 , 2/540, 3011 ,
. 3911 .
Licensing Bill, 1563, 1581, 3804, 380 5, 382 4)
38 41.
Maflra Beet Sugar F.lctory, 96 .
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
3#6.
Municipal Endowment Bill, qoo.
Roads-Construction and Maintenance, 96 .
Mr. R. G. (St. Kilda)
Administration and PrQbu.te Duties Bill, 1293,
1428.
Ancient Lights Declaratory Bill, 17 23.
Appropriation Bill, 4132.
Brick Combine, 2945, 2947, 295 6.
Building Trades Strike, 4182.
Close of the Session, 4~30·
Copies of Statutes for Members, 3069.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 1116, 289-5·
Early Closing of Shops, 1590·
Emp'ovment of Chine~ in Workrooms, 86r.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
39 28 .
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill, 4138,
4 20 4.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3050.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1758, 2022, 2076,
2082. 2UI, 2197, 2~9I, 24B8, 2515, 283 1 ,
2846, 2902 , 290 3.
Governor's Speech, J6r.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 836.
Income Tax, 866.
. Laundries, 1286.
Licensing Bill, IOio, 1582, 1602, 1627, 3562,
358 4, 3586 , 3755, 3834, 421 5.
Limitation of Actions Bill, 4226.
Pianos for State Schools, 2744, 2i 50.

MCCrTCHEON,

INDEX.

Mr. H.. (;. {colltillu('djPrivilege-Rev. H. Worrall, 559, 583.
Railway Department - Sunday Labour and
Overtime, 2436.
Railways Audit Bill, 1326 , 1331, 1552.
H.esignation of Mr. Irvine, 4b4.
Separate Representation H.epeal Bill, 401 ,
406 , 4 1 3, 53°·
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1.~4I, 1056, 1658, 1660,
166 4.
Sunday Trains, 4oR8, 41°9.
Surphis Revenue Bill, 114i·
The Clerk {Mr. T. (~. Watson), 2936.
t'nemployed, 1130.
\\'ages Boards (New), Iq6: .
\Yater Supply Loans ApplIcatIOn Bill, 3466.
\\'omen's Suffrage Hi:!, <)26.

MCCUTCHEO=,""

Mr. D. C. (Gr(,lIvillr).
Boilers Inspection Bill, 3863.
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, S24, n6, i4 6 , 748, 74 0 , 7~~.
Cressy and Pitfield Piains Railway, 3234.
Dredge Walrus, 3400.
Federal Parliament Elections, 3595.
(;aming Suppression Bill, 2320, 26i6, 2818,
28 5 1 , 28 59.
Governor's Speech, 212, 22().
Hotels-·Issue of New Lict'nces, 1115.
Justices of the Peace, 4002 .
Licensing Bill, 1581, 16oi, 1619, 1625, 1627,
162 9.
Mines Department-Amendment of ~ Law ~e
bting to Royalty, 49, 4037; CompanIes
\Vork;n CT under Mone\' ('ovenants, 49 i Transfer of Ceases to \Yoah Hawp, 4C); Chief Mining Inspector, 403i; Speedwell Proprietarv
Company, So; Applications for Leases Pending, ~o; Beth:1l1ga (;old Mining Company's
, Leases, ~o; Minin:.! Comp.tnies' Non-compliance with Section 1<) of Mines Act, 85 i
Suspension of Labour em'enants, 1116 i \Vatson's Hill Dredgin£ Company, 149.1 i. Payment of Miners' \\'a!.!es, IS86, 2SS1 ; Triangle
H.eefs Company, Kerrisdale, 1586, 2.S.SI;
Dredging Lease at \Yandiligong, .1642; Ventilation of Mines, 4037: Guiding Star Lease,
4038, 4041 ; Tributing, 40.17; Mining Boards,
4038; (~eological Director, 4041.
Old-age Pensions, 4003.
Pitfield to Beeac Railway, 633.
Raihvay Department-Stationmaster at Elaine,
4 108 .
Rokewoocl Common, 707.
Sharebroking anll Spec. Selling, 26i6.
Taxing Master, 2249.
Pnemployed, 1416.

MCGRATH,

~fr. ROBERT (Rallarat East)
Continuation Schools, 106, 446, 2643.
Country Fire Brigades Board-Inquiry at Ballarat; 3166, 3433.
Cressy and Pitfield Plains Railway, 3235.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,

MCGREGOR,

3 1 36 .

Gaming Suppression Bill, 16i5, 2032, 2120,
26)8, 2670, 2769.
(~overnor's Speech, 3 1 i, 338, 339·
Licensing Bill, 1606, 1610, 3664, 3810.
Mining Bores at Ballarat East, le6.

Mr. ROBERT (continued)Mining Leases and J\/liners' \Vages, 1586, 2590 ,
27 63.
Opium Smoking l)ruhibition Act 1905 Amendment Bill, 916.
Phrenix Foundry Con~Eany, 344, 345.
Pianos for State Schools, 2745.
Privilege-Rev. I-I. Worrall, 560 .
Public Meetings H.egulating Bdl, 3396 .
South Africa Contingents Pensions Act 190 5
Amendment Bill, 2304.
Unemployed, 85, 1123, 1496.
Votes on Account, 106.
'Wages Boards (new), i88.
'Yomen's Suffrage Bill, 945.

MCGREGOR,

•

Mr. HlJGII (Nodlley)
Auctioneers' Licences,' 3802.
Budget, 3~84.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 AmenJment Bill,
33 85.
Days and. Hours of ~r eding, 28 94.
Dredging Leases, i9 8.
Echuca Vlharf, 4112.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 2 93.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1931, 2022, 2180,
23 16 , 23 1 7, 23~S, 2h~~, 2828, .1008.
Goulburn l{iver Le\'ees, 228, 2182.
Governor's Speech, 201.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 809, 3 248,
33 0 7, 33 1 5, 33 16 .
Licensing Bill, 1016, 1522, 152i, 3560, 35i7,
3594, 36 74, 36 i 8 , 37.15, 3i4 2 , 3757, 3761,
37 62 , 380 <), JS~.l, 4H)6.
:Money Lenders Bill, 3062.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 901.
]~ailwa.y Department-Special Rates, 4112.
Roads in Rodney and Shepparton Districts,
4 02 3.
State Rivers and "'a(er Supply CommissionAppointment of Secretary, 3040.
\Varanga Basin, 4C)0.
'Vaterworks Lanel Sale Dill, 3369.

McKENZIE,

Mr. J. E. (Gippsland West)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 18,8, 1881, 1882, 1886,
188 7, 1888, 188~), 200S, 2006, 3862, 38b 3,
3 86 4, 3865, 3866 , 38b 7·
Building Trades Strike, 4184.
"', Hush Fires, 3861.
('hilclren's Courts Bill, 3201, 3210, 3211, 3 21 4,
3 21 5, 3..!17, 38 5 1, 38 52 .
Closer Settlement Act-Valuers, H)94.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
3242, 4 202 .
Companies Act
1896 Further Amendment
Bill, 1439, 1447, 2962 , 4 20 7, 4224.
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill,
3 2 37, 3 2 39, 344 1 •
Compulsory Voting Bill, .1538.
Country Fire Brigades Board-Inquiry at
Ballarat, 3433.
Crown Grants Bill, 1856, 3 239, :P40.
Disputed Territory between South Australia
and Victoria, 2801, 2863.
Factories and Shops .'\cts Amendment Bill,
39 23, 39 2 7.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill, .1718,
4 1 38 , 4 20 4.
MACKE\",
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Mr. J. E. (colltinued)Gaming Suppression Bill, 1846, 1847, 1848,
21 46 ,
1853, 1854, 1855,
20 14,
2145,
2149, 2153, 2187, 2188, 2189, 2190, 21 9 1 ,
2193, 2195, 2198, 2199, 2220, 2221, 2222,
2223, 2287, 2309, 23 11 , 23 21 , 23 22 , 23 24,
2326, 23 27, 233 0 , 2343, 2344, 235 2 , 2354,
2357, 2366, 2373, 23 81 , 23 82 , 2457, 245 8 ,
2459, 2460, 2461 , 2465, 2602, 2603, 2608,
3018, 3031, 3899, 3<)00, 3901 , 390 5, 39 06 ,
.w0 7, 3908 , 3909, 3910, 39 I l , 39 13, 3~)l5,
19 1 7, 39 22 , 39 2 3.
(;razmg Leases, 4015.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 1334, 3853.
Indeterminate Sentences Bill, 385.
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 793, 7QS·
Land Settlement East of Snowy River, 2866.
Licensing Bill, 1559, 156 5, 1604, 356 5, 3575,
359 2 , 3593, 366 4, 36 78 , 373 2, 3733, 3734.
3735, 3737, 3738 , 38°5, 3806 , 38°7, 3822 ,
3824, 3825, 3826 , 3833, 3~34, 3846 , 4 18 4,
4186, 4189, 4 19 1, 4 192, 4 1 93, 4 1 96 , 4 197,
4198, 4199, 4200, 4218, 4220.
Limitation of Actions Dill, 1856, 4202, 4222,
4 22 3, 422 4, 4 22 5, 4226, 4 22 7, 4 23 1.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3°39,
3040, 3098, 30 99, 3100, 3434, 343 6 , 38 53,
38 54.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Dill,
3444, 1447. 4 22 1.
Money Lenders Dill, 1995, 3°53, 30 58 , 30 59,
3061, 3063, 306 4, 3 100 , 3 101 , 3 849, 3850 ,
4 1 33.
Murray Settlement Bitl, 3433·
Parks .and Gardens-Removal of Fences, 4017.
Police-Evidence in Criminal Trials, 632;
Constable Cobbledick, 3642.
Printers and Newspapers Act 1895 Amendment
Bill, 4079, 4222, 4225.
Prize Fighting Suppression Hill, 1688.
Public Instruction-Cullections from Parents,

MACKEY,

860.
Public Meetings Regulating Bill, 3399.
Rabbit Extirpation--Phosphorus Bait, 3897.
Separate ~epresentation Repeal Bill, 508, 528,
53 1 , 533, 535, 53 6 , 537·
SOlith and East Melbourne Lands Bill, 3848.
South Melbourne Mechanics' Institute Bill,
3434·
St. James' Church Lands Bill, 1504, 3969,
397 2 •
St. James' Church Land Revenue, 4180.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Ra·ilwav Extension Bill, 1663, 1664, 1665, 20)0,
20 52 , 20S4·
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2099.
Thistle Act Further Amendment Bill, 1503·
Trustees Law Amendment Bill, 416, 418, 7S6.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3370, 3448,
345 2 , 3453, 386 7, 3868 .
Voting by Post Bill, 3537, 4136.
Voting by Post Bill (No.2), 4136.
Widows and Young Children Maintenance Bill,
4 225.

Mr. DONALD (contillued)Children's Courts Bill, 3 20 5, 3 21 3, 3216.
Close of Session, 4229.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
1445·
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill,
344 1.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 2894.
Dentists Bill, 3642.
Dramage Areas Act 1905 Amendment Bill,
14 1 9, 14 2 1.
Drainage Law Amendment Bill, 1915.
Dredges Walrus and Octopus, 228I.
FactOries and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 140 , 3 190 , 3 281 , 39 27.
Fatal Accident at Hawksburn Railway Station,
254 8 .
Fawkner Park, 1239, 4017.
Fortnightly Payment of Teachers, 95.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill, 4139.
Fireworks at State Schools Exhibition, 1438.
Fruit Cases Bill (No.2), 3°50.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1753, 1788, 1822,
1923, 1952, 1965, 1968, 2020, 2029, 2050,
'2069, 2092, 2127, 2149, 2151, 2196, 21 9 8,
2211, 2212, 2219, 2224, 2325, 2600, 2604,
2616, 2636, 2652, 3020 , 3899.
Governor's Speech, 323, 338.
Improved Small HOldings Bill, 829, 880,
326 7, 330 9.
Income Tax, 865.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2922.
uvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 667.
icensing Bill, 968, 1322, 1433, Is06, IS-W,
1564, 1599, 35 61 , 357 2 , 3593, 3660, 366 5.
4 18 5, 41~7, 4 1 9 2, 4 21 4.
Licensing Polls, 1285.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 1898.
Limitation of Actions Bill, 4232.
Loan Acts Amendment Bill, 3547.
Maldon Rates Bill, 3177.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3100,
3435, 38 54.
:Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bili,
3 222 , 3447·
Melbourne Public Library, 3995·
Miss Hosking's Claim, 4135.
Observatory-Payment of Lady Employes,
399 1.
Old-age Pensions, 1646.
Opium Smoking Prohibition Act 1905 Amendment Bill, 916.
Pianos for State Schools, 2739.
Printers and Newspapers Act 1895 Amendment
Bill, 4136.
Prison Labour, 4124.
Private Members' Business, 1562.
Privilege-Mr. Solly and the Government,
lqo; Rev. H. 'Vorrall, ~::9, .180, 586; the Age
Newspaper, 2044.
Railways Audit Bill, 1323, 13 2 7, 133 2 , 1554·
Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages
Act Further Am.endment Bin, 2970.
Resignation of Mr. Solly, 2587.
)3eparate Representation Repeal Bill, 404, 409,

MACKINNON,

l

52 9.
Mr. DONALD (Prahran)
Adjournments of the House, 690.
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1293,
14 2 5.
Boilers Inspection BilI, 1884, 2006.
Rrick Combine, 204i·
Building Trades Strike, 3300.

MACKY'\fNON,

.

St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1540, 1652, 1658, 2049,
20 52, 20 54.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2688.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1057.
The late Mr. Seddon, 18
Trustees Law Amendment Bill, 417, 418.
Fnclaimed Funds Bifl, 33 17, 3.319, 33.Jr"I.

INDBX.

Mr. DONALD (continued)Victorian Loans Redemption and Conversion
Bill, 981.
Votes on Account, 95·
\Vater Supply Loans Application Bill, 346 7'
Widows and Young Children Maintenance
Bill, 386, 1075, 1078, lOi9, 1080, 1081, 1082,
2784, 2785, 2786, 2789, 2790, 279 1, 279 2,
27'93, 4~oS, 4 22 5.
"'omen's Suffrage Bill, 93 8, 944·

MACKINNON,

Mr. DON.~LD (Daylcsjord)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 3866, 4208, 4209, 4 22 4.
Engine-drivers' Examinations, 4043·
Forests Bill, 1494, 4041.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 277 2 •
Geological Director, 4 0 41.
Governor's Speech, 235·
Laundries, 1286.
Licensmg Bill, 3762.
Mines Department-Amendment of Law ~e
lating to Royalty, 49, 4041; Compames
\\Torking under Money Covenants, 049;
Messrs. Agar "Vynue and Pearce's l:eases,
49; Subletting by Speedwell Propnetary,
50; Applications for Leases Pendmg, 50;
Bethanga Gold Mining Company,. 50, ~5,
446 ; Non-compliance of Comp.am~s WIth
Section 19 of Mines Act, 85; Tnbutlllg, 85,
1182' Leases in Bendigo District, 447; Dr.
SUln~ons' Report, IOq, I I 14, 149.1; Director
of Mining, I I 15; Suspension of Labour
Covenants, II16; Watson's Hill Dredging
Company, 1493; Burnt Creek Mining Company's Exemptions, 1493; Dredging ~eases
in Gippslanu District, IS90, 1817 i Tnangle
Heefs Leases, 2585, 30g6; Britannia United
Quartz Mining Company, 2S90, 2763 ~ pre~g
ing Lease at Wandiligong, 3642; ChIef Mming Inspector, 4041; Guiding Star L.e~se,
404 1 ; Ventilation of Mines, 4041; Mmmg
Boards, 4042.
Mining Leases-Powers of the State, 1181.
~Iunicipal Association Incorporation Bill, 877,
87 8 , 147 8 , 1479·
Sludge Caused by Dredging, 800.

McLEOD,

MatIra Beet Sugar Factory-Statement by Mr.
McBride re vote fur ~IatIra Beet Sugar
Factory, 96.
Mail Contract-Question by Mr. Keogh re contract entered into by Federal Government
for conveyance of mails to and from Adelaide anu Brindisi, and provlSloOn for
cheaper carriage of butter, 67 2 .
Maluon Rates Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent,
and read fIrst time, 3040; motion by Mr.
Bent,' that Bill be treated as public Bill,
3101 ; debated, 3101 i agreed to, 3105; second
reaclin" of Bill moved bv Mr. Bent, 3 10 5;
debated, 3105 i Bill read 'second time, 3 1 °7;
considered in Committee, 3173; third reading, 31i8.
Manures, Artificial-Question by Mr. Gray re
alleged supply of inferior manures, 128 5'
Markets.
(See South Mdhourne Markets.)
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Council, and read
first time, 1856; second reading moved by
Mr. Mackey, 3039; Bill read second time,

Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill (contd.)-3039; considered in Committee, 3039; third
reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 3098; debated, 3098; Bill read third time, 3099;'
amendments after third reading, 3100; messages of Legislative Council dealt with,.
3434, 3~53, 4 1 33.
McIldowie, Mr.-Question by Mr. Colechin reevidence given at inquest on the late Mr ..
Mciidowie, Geelong, ~21.
Mechanics' Institute-Statement by Mr. JCameron re application for site for mechanics' institute at N owa N owa South,.
2274·
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill-Brought in by Sir Samuel Gillott, and read
first time, 385; second reading mOTed by
Sir Samuel Gillott, 553; debated, 3220;'
Bill read second time, 3443; considered in
Committee, 3443; third reading, 3448 ;
amendments of Legislative Council dealt
with, 4221.
Melbourne Gaol-Question by Mr. H. S. Bennett
re sanitary arrangements, 2765.
Melbourne Harbor Trust. (See Dredging Plant.)-.
Melbourne Tramway Company-Statement by
Mr. Prendergast re fares charged and accommodation provided, 1408; subject discussed, 1409.
(See also Tramways, Mdbourne.)
Members, New-Introduced and sworn, 10, 557,
1226, 1991.
Members, Resignation of-Mr. Irvine, 10; Mr.
Fairbairn, 1492; Mr. Solly, 25&J; Sir
Samuel Gillott, 3360.
Milk Supervision Act-Statement by Mr. Livingston re. fees charged to dairymen, I I I.
Milliners.
(See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Mines Department-Question by Mr. McGrath·
re law relating to royalty, 49; re mining
companies working under money covenants,
49; re prohibiting holders of Crown lands.
under miners' rights from charging royalty,
49; re leases of Messrs. A. Wynne and
Pearce, 49; re subletting by Speedwell Proprietary Company, 50; statement by Mr.
McLeod re North Normanby leases, 50;.
question by Mr. McGrath re applications for
leases pending, 50; re Bethanga Company's.
leases, 50; by Mr. H. S. Bennett, 85; by
~fr. McGrath re furnishing returns respecting mining leases, 85; by Mr. H. S.
Bennett
re
law relating to tributing
in gold mines, 85; statement by Mr.
McGregor re boring along the indicator line
of reef' at Ballarat East, 106; system of
mining leases and general administration of
Department discussed on amendment by Mr.
McGrath on motion for Address-in-Reply
to the speech of His Excellency the Governor on opening the session, 212-267;
question by Mr. Anstey re contracts of Bethanga Gold Mines Company, 446; by Mr.
Smith re leases in Bendigo district, 44b i
by Mr. A. S. Bailes re appointment of a
Director of Mining, I115; by Mr. McGrath
re publication of suspension of labour
covenants, 1II6;
by Mr. Toutcher re
granting leases over iand reserved for rifle
ranges, 1181; by Mr. Sm;.th re evasion of
tributing provisions in Mines Act, 1182; by
Mr. Harris re geological report on Wood's.
Point Gold-fields, 1285; statement by Mr_
Smith re inspection of safety appliances~
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Mines Department (continued)2272; vote for Department discussed in Committee of Supply, 4037. (See also Britannia
Gold Mining· Company; Guiding Star Company; Mines, Ventilation of; Mining Accidents i Sludge Abatement Board; Triangle
Reefs Company; and W atso,,' s Hill Dredging Company.)
Mines, Ventilation of-Questions by Mr. A. S.
Bailes re report of Dr. Summons on ventilation of mines, 1953, III4, 1493; statement
by Mr. A. S. Bailes re ventilation of deep
mines at Bendigo during sinking operations,
2269; by Mr. Bent, 2271; by Mr. Smith,
2271.
Minimum Wage-Motion by Mr. Hannah that
vote for roads and bridges be reduced by
£1 as an indication that a minimum wage
should be paid in connexion with all public
works, 4022; negatived, 4023.
(See also
Railway Department-Minimum Wage.)
_Mining Accidents-Statement by Mr. A. S.
Bailes re mining accidents due to careless
use of explosives, 2984; by Mr. McLeod,
2988; by Mr. Smith, 2988; by Mr. Smith
re alleged neglect of corpse of a miner
killed at Benrligo, 2989.
Minister of Lands, Resignation of-Statement by
Mr. Murray, 898; by Mr. Bent, 898.
-Money Lenders Bill-Received from Legislative
Council, and read first time, 1995; second
rearling moved by Mr. Mackey, 3053; debated. 3055; Bill read second time, 3058;
considered in Committee, 3058; third reading, 3100; amendments after third reading,
3100 ; amendments of Legislative Council
dealt with, 3849, 4133-

MORRISSEY, Mr. JOHN
Con~ratulations on

(Waranga)
Recovery from

Illness,
3444·
Licensing Bill, 3737.
Railway Administration, 4114.
Stock Diseases (Inspection l'ees) Bill, 3852.

:Motions for the Adjournment of the House-Proposed to enable h()norable members to venti- '
late public questions-Dy Mr. Elmslie re unemployed, 718, 1494; by Mr. Solly re unemployed, II19; by Mr. Elmslie re purchase
by Melbourne Harbor Trust of a secondhand barge in England, 1451; by Mr.
Prendergast re prosecutions for street obstruction, 2098; by Mr. Lemmon re Sunday
labour and overtime at Newport \Vorkshops,
2426; by Mr. Hannah re "Brick Combine,"
2938; by Mr. Boyd re strike in building
trade, 4181.
Motor Car, Purchase of-Statement by Mr.
Colechin, 279.
Mountain Resorts.
(See Tourists and Roads
and Bridges.)
Municipal Association Incorporation Bill-Motion
by Mr. McLeod for dispensing with standing orders relating to private Bills, agreed
to, 877; Bill brought in by Mr. McLeod,
anti read first time, 878; second reading
moved by Mr. McLeod. 1478; debate adjourned, 148Q; Bill discharged from paper,
3860 .

Municipal Elections-Statement by Mr. Bent re
adjournment of House over municipal elections, 919; motion by Mr. Bent for adjournment of House, agreed to, 98.... (See
also Railway Departme1JI-E,.ployes.)
Municipal Elections (Adult, Suffrage) BillBrought in by Mr. Colechin, and read first
time, 386.
Municipal Endowment-Question by Mr. Smith
re endowment payable to Shires of Dundas
and Beechworth, 1493.
Municipal Endowment Bill-Br-ought in by Mr.
E. H. Cameron, and read first time, 3gS;
second reading moved by Mr. E. H.
Cameron, 555; debated, 556, 88... , 899; Bill
read second time, 907; considered in Committee, 907; third reading, 914.
Municipal Rating (Unimproved Value) BillBrought in by Mr. Holden, and read first
time, 386.
Municipal Sheep Dips. (See Sheep Dips.)
Municipalities, Duties of-Question by Mr.
Colechin, 3301.

Mr. JOHN (Warrnambool)
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 381 , 5 18 , 747, 749, 75 0 , 75 1, 75 2, 750.
Boring for Water, 445.
Budget, 3973.
Close of the Session, 4229.
Closer Settlement-Ploughing Virgin Land,

MURRAY,

7 1 7.

Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
381 , 33 86 , 33 87, 3390 , 4 202 .
Daily Hansard, 2978.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 1117.
Deputations at Parliament House, 2977.
Despatch of Business, 3848.
Disputed Territory between South Australia
and Victoria, 2864.
Divisions, 374i, 3748.
Eastern Gippsland, 2981.
Fumina Lands, 859.
Factories (Employment of Chinese) Bill, 3220.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 189.
Fruit Cases Bill (NO.2), 3043, 3048.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1768, - 1823, 1847,
1854, 1855, 1945, 2013, 2290 , 2292, 2294.
2295, 23 18 , 2322 , 2457, 2.463, 247 2, 25 11 ,
2516, 25 17, 2518, 2519, 2520, 2608, 260Q,
261 7, 2639, 2644, 2647, 26 50, 2675, 2819~
2&t.1, 284 2, 2899, 2993, 2998, 3002 , 3007.
300 9, 301 5, 3022 , 302 3, 302 5, 390 5, 39 I I ,
39 1 5, 39 17, 3920, 3923.
Gippsland-Amount Voted for Roads, 4024,
402 7.
Governor's Speech, 321.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 382, 549.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 382, 538, 837,
878, 879, 880, 882, 1340, 1435, 32...6, 3266.
Kew Asylum-Drains through Reserve, 4085.
Lake Bolac Railway, 4083.
Land for Eucalyptus Farming, 227.
Land on Snowy River, 2980.
Licensing Bill, 838, 1561, 3565, 357 0 , 35;-5,
3578 , 35 86 , 3646 , 3651, 3653, 3654, 3655.
3656 , 36 57, 36 59, 3661 , 3673, 3675, 37 2 5.
375 8, 380 3, 381 4, 3832, 3833, 4 185, 4 18 7,
4 19 1, 4 1 92, 4 1 97, 4198, 4211.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 1897, 1898.

INDEX.

Mr. JOHN (collti11l1t'J)Limitation of Actions Bill, 4 231.
LO'ngwarry J .ands Reclassification Bill, 4210.
Mallee Lands-Railway Contract, 2g81.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
3223, 4221.
Monaro Plains, 2980.
Money Lenders Bill, 3058.
N ewspa per Reports, 297 8 .
Oce'an Mail Contract, 673·
Pianos for State Schools, 2741.
Port Campbell Railway, 2257·
Railway Department-Gratuity to Mrs. Franklin, 4.201.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4103.
Railway Surveys, 3 22 4, 3230.
Railways Standing Committee, 297g·
Reading Newspaper Articles, 4030.
Redbank Recreation Reserve Sale Bill, 382,
547, 54 g , 549·
Resignation as Minister of Lands, 8g8.
Rokewood Common, 801.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 3852.
St. James' Church Lands Bill, 397 2.
The Clerk (Mr. T. (;. Watson), 2935.
Tramway Traffic, JAIl.
rnpunctuality of Meeting, 2977·
Voting by Post Bill, 3.~37.
'Valer Supply Loans Application Bill, 3462.
37 22 .
Waterworks L.1no Sale Bill, 3367.
"'eslern Di;;trict-Land Resumption Scheme,
2q;-q; Railway Construction, 2979.
"'omen's SufTrage BiTl, 1)37·

MURRAY,

Murrav River Le"ees-Statement by Mr. Graham
re- assisting settlers flooded out thro.ugh
bursting of levees, 412q; by Mr. Carhsle,
4 1 32 •
Murray Settlement Bill-Brought in by Mr.
M:lckev, and read first time, 3433; discharge;\ from paper, 3860.

Neerim Railway.
(See Parliamenta7'1' Standing
C(lmmittce on Railways.)
Nealected Children's Department-Question by
b Mr .
Hunt re appointment of secretary and
inspector, 2765, 3300; statement by Mr.
Anstey re treatment of neglected children,
3Qq2.
Newport and (~raham-street, Railway Communication between-Question by Mr. Colechin,
18 59.
Newspaper Reports. (See "Age" l"l'WSpaper
and Privilege).
New Zealand Exhibition-Question by Mr.
Bovd re vote for expenses in conn ex ion with
exhibition, 2,6; statement by Mr. Beard,
27 8.
Nnrth Normanbv Leases.
(See Mi11l's Drpartment.)
.
Noxious Trades Regulation Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Watt, and read first time, 385.
Observatorv-Statement by "Mr.
Bowser re
facilities for meteorological observations,
2C)I;
by Mr. Mackinnon re salaries of
women employed at Observatory, 3991.
Oct(lPUS, Dredge. (See Geclong Harbor Tmst.)

Olel-age Pensions-Statement by ~Ir. J. 'V.
Billson re case of an old-age pensioner, 1I3;
question by Mr. Solly re increasing amount
of pension, 633; statement by Mr. Colechill
re a pensioner at Geelong, 800; by :Mr.
Mackinnon re amendment of residential conditions, 1646; subject of old-age pensions
discussed in Committee of Supply, 4003.

Mr. D. S. (llampdrll)
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2°77, 2614, 2616"
39 0 9·
Lake Bolac Railway, 4083.

O)IA:-<,

Opium Smoking Prohibition Act Iq05 Amendment Bill-Recei\"eel from Legislative Council, and read first time, 654; second reading moved by Sir Samuel Gillott, 914; debated, 915; n i 11 read second time, 915;
considered in Committee, 915; third reading, 917.
Osborne House, Geelong-Question bv Mr ..
Boyd, 277; by ~Ir. Watt, 4084.

Mr. A. R. (iifaryborollg11)
Accommodation for Assemblv Members iIlJ
Council Chamber, 49.
•
Bush Fires Bill, 38hJ.
Children's Courts Bill, 3208, 3215,
Coal, 4013.
Cressy and Pitfield Plains Railway, 3236.
Days and Hours of Meeting, I I 16.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill •.
3 121 , 3 136 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2181, 2609, 2,6;-.
Government Business, 2802.
Improv.ed Small Holdings Bill, 3250, 3306,..
33 10 , 33 12 .
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2924.
Juvenile Snloking Prevention Bill, 38.1, 654,.
667, 66q, b7 0 , 79 0 , 79 1 , 795.
Labour Bureau-~lr. Tregear, iIS.
Lake Bolac Railway, 4084.
Licensing Bill, 4213.
Maldon Rates Bill, 31°4.
Miners' Trains, 2276.
Moe to \Valhalh Railway, 4034.
Port Campbell Railway, 2258.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 2044.
Railway Department-Administration, 4096.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3548 .
Railway Loan Bill, 3553, 3558.
Railways Audit Bill, 1329.
Referendum Bill, 38;-, 1723.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street RailwayExtension Bill, 1541.
Unemployed, 722, II2I, 1.1°1.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3449, 3453,3868 .

Ol'TTRur,

Overnewton Estate-Questions by 1fr. Robertson'
re boring for water, 344, 444.
Panton, Mr., P.M.-Question by Mr. Beazley
re retirement of Mr. Panton: 364I.
Paper bag.makers.
(See Factories an~ Shops,
Acts.)
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Parks and Gardens-Statement by Mr. Hannah
re throwing open public reserves in metropolis, 286; bv Mr. Prendergast, 288; statement by Mr. - Prendergast re gratuitous dif.tribution of plants and cuttings, 287; 5tatement by Mr. Keogh re grants for country
recreallon grounds, 2266; by Mr. Livingston,
2~70; vote for Parks and Gardens discussed
in Committee of Supply, 4017. (See also
Fawkner Park; Geelong Botanical Gardens;
and Kardinia Park.)
llarliament Buildings Committee - Appointed,
381 .
Parliament-Opening of the session, 10; prorogation, 4233; statement by the Speaker
re accommodation for Assembly members in
the Council Chamber at the opening and
pro!"(}gati<>n of Parliament, 49.
.
Parliamentary Standing Committee gn RaIlways
-Reference of Subjects to CommitteeProposed Ibilway to Port Campb~ll, 22.19;
proposed railway to Cressy and ~)itfie~d
Plams, 3168, 3233; proposed electnc raIlway tnrough Kew to Doncaster, 3718; proposed railway to Cohuna, 4082; proposed
railway to Lake Bolac, 4082.
Reports
brought up-Re additional water supply at
Ballarat, I I; re proposed Alexandra railway, 267, H)92; re proposed Neerim railway,
1992; re railway extension to Dartmoor,
1lumbannar, and towards Mount Gambier,
2763; re 'proposed railway to Flinders, 3641 ;
re proposed railway from Ultima towards
junction of Murray and Murrumbidgee
Rivers, 4180. (See also Railway Surveys.)

PEACOCK, Sir A. J. (continued)Surplus Revenue Rill, Il47.
Uncbimed Funds Bill, 3318.
Unemployed, 730.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Dill, 345 0 .
\Vages Boards-Milliners, 735.

Penal Establishments-Question by Mr. Anstey
re case of Edward Johnston, 1646; by Mr.
'Yatt re Sunday lahour, 3991.
(See also
Melbourne Gaol; Printing at Pentridge; and
Prison Labour.l
Pensions Payment' Bill-Brought in by Mr.
'Yatt, and read first time, 386.
Personal Explanations-By Mr. Graham, 86,
2559; by Mr. Prendergast, 187,' 1745; by
Mr. Solly, 343; by Mr. Colechin, 1632,
30 5 2 ; by Mr. Lemmon, 1685; by _Mr. Bent,
1686; by Mr. Gaunson, 2108; by Mr. N.
Bayles, 3167; by Mr. Robertson, 3765; by
Mr. Hannah, 4079.
Petitions-From Thomas Randall, 87; against
re-enactment of Income Tax Act, 861, lOll;
re Factories (Empioyment of Chinese) Bill,
8g8; re Licensing Bill, 1182, 1226, 1503,
1746 ; from locomotive engme-drivers and
firemen, 1226, 1995; re Companies Act IBg6
Further Amendment Bill, 1417; re limited
Sunday trading by licensed victuallers, 1688,
3 643; re duties of cemetery trustees, 25 24;
from the Corporation of Accountants of Australia (Sydney), 2938; re abolition of barmaids, 30 43, 3718; re Gaming Suppression
Bill, 3848; re Wages Board for wholesale
softgoods trade, 3898.
Phcenix Foundry, Ballarat-Question by Mr.
PEACOCK, Sir A. J. (A Tlandale)
McGregor re closing down' of foundry, 344;
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1874, 1883, 1999.
bv Mr. H. S. Bennett, 800.
Bor:honeyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation Phylloxera-Statement by Mr. Dowser re apBill, 751.
pointment of expert with regard to resistent
vine stocks, 227 8 .
Consolidated Revenue Applicati0n Dill, 38.'7.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill. Pianos for St,lte Schools-Statement by Mr. A.
S. Bailes re arrangement made bv - the Min.
3 11 5, 3 126 , 3 130 , 3 138, 3 279, 3 28 9, 3 297,
ister of Public Instruction with -Mr. Hugo
392 4.
Fires Caused by Sparks from Railway En'Vertheim for the supply of 200 Perzina
gines, 4128.
pianos for use in State schools, 2530; by
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1931, 1944, 2022,
Mr. Dent, 2536; by Mr. Keogh, 253 8 ; by
208I, 2148, 2I70, 2602, 2612, 2769, 3030.
Mr. Stanley, 2539; by ?vIr. Colechin, 254 1 ;
Governor's Speech, 313, 322.
by Mr. Solly, 2545; by Mr. Gaunson, 2574;
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 551.
by Mr. J. W. Billson, 2585; further stateHours of Meeting, 2253.
ment by Mr. Dent, 2590; motion by Mr.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3256.
A. S. Bailes for appointment of Select ComIncome Tax, 865.
mittee, 27 12 ; debated, 2713; amendment by
Income Tax Bill, 1051.
Mr. Graham, that all papers in connexicn
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2923.
with the purchase of pianos be laid on the
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 6:;9, 667.
table, 2736; amendment agreed to, 27 62 :
papers presented, 28 9 1.
Licensing Bill, 1433, 15 19, 1558, 1567, 1601,
16II, 1617, 1621, 1624, 33 22 , 3569, 3645, Pitfield to Beeac Railway-Question by Mr.
McGrath, 6333668 , 36 7 1, 3735, 381 5, 3822 , 382 3, 3847,
4 1Qo, 4196, 42J2 .
Police-Statement by. Mr. Livingston re accomMedical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
modation provided for police in Gippsland,
290 ; return re number of Cases against
3444·
Municipal Endowment Bill, 910.
drivers of vehicles credited to each point
Old-age Pensions, 4003.
duty constable ordered, ou motion of Mr.
Prison Labour, 4121.
Prendergast, 387; preseiltecl, 526; question
Privilege-Mr. Solly and the Government,
by Mr. Lemmon re police quarters at Wil190; Rev. H. Worrall, 559, 581; the Age
liamstowll, 1816; statement by Mr. Gaunson
Newspaper, 2<>45.
re case of Detective Fryer, 2568; re case of
Railways Audit Bill, 1324, 1329, 1551.
Constable Liz"lrs, !t r::72: statement by Mr.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 465.
J. Cameron re promotions in police force),
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 395, 528.
2985; question by Mr. N. Bayles (for Mr.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Ra·ilMc.Cutcheon) re case of Constable Cobbleway Extension Bill, 1542, 159'5, 16.50, 16:;1,
dick, 3642. (See also Crime, Undetected;
1657, 1660, 2051, 2053.
and Workmen's Kits.)

INDEX.

Police Commission-Report of Commission pre·
sented, 654; motion by Sir Samuel Gillott
authorizing payment to Commission of fur·
ther sum of £25 16s., 2259; debated, 2259;
agreed to, 2266.
Police OfTenees Acts Amendment Bill-Received
from Legislative Council, and read first
time, 2439; discharged from paper, 3860.
Port Accommodation-Statements bv Mr. Lem·
mon in Committee of Supply, 97, 4020.
Port Campbell Railway-Motion by Mr. Bent
that question of constructing a railway to
Port Campbell be referred to Railways
Standing Committee, 2254; debated, 2254;
agreed to, 2259.
Ports :1no Harbors-Vote discussed in Committee
of ~upply, 4020.

PRE:\,m:){(;.\ST, ~r.

Cr. M. (North Melbourne)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 12 93,
I3 ~2, 14 22 , 14 25.
Adult SufTrage (Legislative Assembly) Bill,
3X~, 17 2 3.
Auditor-Gener:1I's Report, 3241.
Australian Producers and Traders Company
Limited, 271'14.
Boilers Inspecl:on Bill, 1870, 1879, 1883, IS87,
1888, 1889, 1890, 1997, 200 4, 2006, 31:)6 3,
.186~, JX66, 4209, 4 22 4.
Hoolarra to Toom. Ro.1.d, 402].
Borhonevcrhurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 752.
Erick ('omh:nt', 2<)53·
Eudt't'I, I:; u, 180~. 186<), J9 2<).
Building Trades Dispute, 25 23, 3 299, 3399,
408[, 418~.
Children's Courts Dill, 3201, 3 212 , 38 51.
Close of the Session, 4 228 .
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
3375, .1~87, ]JI)O, 339 2, 4 202 .
('ohuna R:1ilwav, 4082.
Committee of 'Public Accounts, 299·
Companies Act 181)6 Further Amendment Bill,
144 [, 1448 , 2()S8, 296 " 2966 , 296 Q, 4 2°7. .
Companies Law Further Amendment BIll,
J2J7, ]23 8 , ,1442.
.
Compulsory votl11~ BIll, 3542.
Constables on POlllt Duty, 38 7.
Cressy and Pitneld Plains Railway, 3 168 ,
~234'

Ciown Grants Ri!l, .1 239, 3 241.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 1118, 2895;
Unpunctu:tiity of Meeting, 2974·
Drainage Areas Act 1905 Amendment Bill,
14 18 , 1546 .
.
Drainage Law Amendment BIll, 19 16 , 19 1i·
Dredge Joh1l Nimmo, 228.
Dredging Plant Purchases, 1453·
Educational Statistics, 1533·
Factories and Shops Act Amendment Bill,
3I07, 3 12 5, 3 12 7, 3 12 9, 313~, 3 1 33, 31~~,
3273, 3 2 99, 39 2 5, 39 29,
.
.
Factories (Employment of Chmese) BIll, 3 21 9.
Fellmongers' \Vages Board, 18 59, 1994·
Fireworks at State SCQ,pols Exhibition, 143 8 .
Footscray Magistrates, 1858.
Forest Thinning, 4039.
.
Friendlv Societies Acts Amendment BIll, 4 20 3.
Fruit (:ases Dill (No.2), 30 38 , 3°49, 3°5 1,
3°5 2 •

Mr. G. M. (continued)Gaming Suppression Bill, 1478, 1665, 174S,
1753, 1794, 1821, 1828, 1846, 185:2, 1855,
19 20 , 1933, 1937, 1939, 1948, 2012, 2014,
2018, 2025, 2055, 2057, 2058, :2059, 2063,
2067, 2068, 2072, 2089, 2II3, 2133, 2136,
2146, 21 47, 21 4 8 , 21 49, 21 50 , 21 5 1, 21 57,
2170, 2182, 2186, 2187, 2194, 2196, 219S,
2199, 2205, 22II, 2212, 2213, 2216, 2217,
2221, 2291, 2316, 2322, 2325, 2326, :2354,
237 6 , 239 6 , 2397, 2447, 245 8 , 246 3, 24 6 5,
249 1, 25 14, 25 15, 25 16 , 25 19, 2592 , 2596,
2598 , 2599, 2600, 2602, 2609, 2646, :2651,
26 57, 2662, 2804, 2828, 299 2 , 2996, 3009,
301 3, 3016 , 3°17, 3018, 301 9, 3021 , 302 4,
3026 , 30 3 1, 3°34, 3901 , 390 4, 3906 , 390 7,
39 22 .
Geelong Harbor Trust, 227, 29 8, 444.
Governmen.t and Private Members' Business,
14)0, 2071, 2505, 2622, 2801.
Governor's Speech, 17, 50, 3 12 , 342, 343.
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 550.
llansard, 2221, 2976.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 679, 837, 87S,
879, 880, 884, 1336 , 3265, 3267, 3268, 3273,
3302 , 3103, 33 04, 3309, 33 11.
Income Tax, 862.
Income Tax Bill, 1046, 10SI, 1052.
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2917,
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 669, 671,
67 2 .
Lake Bolac Railway, 4082.
Licensing Bill, 503, 679, 838, 967, 1153, II82,
1504, 15 0 7, 15 I I , 15 26 , 153 1, 1559, 1563,
1.1 64, 1579, 15 84, 1600, 16°5, 16°9, 1618,
162 3, 1627, 1628, 1631, 3200, 3482, 3500,
35 60 , 35 6 5, 35 66 , 3574, 3 644, 36 53, 36 56 ,
3 659, 3661 , 3663, 3 66 5, 3 668 , 36 7 1, 36 72 ,
3 6 75, 3 6 78 , 3680, 37 24, 37 26 , 3737, 373"',
3748 , 375 2 , 3759, 37 61 , 37 62 , 37 6 3, 37 64,
3804, 3806 , 380 7, .1 811 , 3812 , 3813, 3816 ,
3 828 , 3 83 1, 38 33, 3843, 3844, 3846 , 4 18.1,
4 190 , 4 19 1, 4 196 , 4 197, 4 1 9 8 , 4 199, 4 200 ,
4212, 421 9.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 1893, 1896, 18C)8, 3036,
30 38 .
Limitation of Actions Bill, 4225, 4227, 4231.
Loan Acts Amenclment Bill, 3543, 3546.
Maldon Rates Dill, 3101, 3 10 5, 3 1 74, 317(),
31 78.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 3°99,
343 6 , 4 133
Medical Examinations for Government Service
-Fees, 2.180.
Medical Practitioners Law Amendment Bill,
~.~S, 3220, 3443,~446, 'lLl.:1~, 4221.
Mining Leases and Miners' Wages, 1592.
Mr. Lemmon and the Age Newspaper, 1686.
Money Lenders Bill, 3055, 30 59, 3060, 3849.
Municipal Association Incorporation Bill, 147<).
Municipal Elections, 984.
Municipal Endowment Rill, 884.
Newspaper Attacks on Members, 2975.
Old-age Pensions, 4014.
Personal Explanation-Land Taxation, IS7;
Club Membership, 1745, 1746, 2303.
Pianos for State Schools, 2714, 2717.
Port Campbell Railway, 2254.
Prosecutions of Employes Paid Sweating
\Vages, 4002.
Prison Labour, 4118.
Privilege-Mr. Solly and the Government,
189, 190 ; Rev. H. vVorrall, 560, 565, 5/i;
the Age Newspaper, 2037.
Public Meetings Regulating Bill, 3394, 3399.
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Printers and Newspapers Act 1895 Amendment
Mr. G. M. (continued)Bill-Brought in by Mr. Mackey, and read
Railway Carriage of Coal, 1532, 1816, 23° 1 ;
first time, 4079; second reading moved. by
of Agricultural Produce, 3302.
Mr. Bent, 4136; Bill read second time,
Railway Department-Coal Contracts, 3 169;
41J6; considered in Committee, 4136.; th.lTd
Sunday Labour and Oyertime, 24 29, .,.~92,
reading, 4136; amendments of Leglslatl\:e
40 9C;, 4097; Sleeper Hewmg, 4114; GratuIties,
Council dealt with, 4222, 422 5.
4 20 1.
.
Printing at Pentridge-Question by Mr. Watt re
Railway Loan Bill, 3555, 355 6 .
statement that a candidate for the State
Railway Material Imported, 145 8 , 15<;>3,.
Parliament had his election printing done at
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of DISInlssed
Pentridge, 193; question by Mr. Lernmon
Empioyes, 4?9 8 ..
re api)ointment of printing overseer, 297·
26
2
Railways AudIt BIll, 128i, 1290, 13 3, 13 , Printing Committee-Appointed, 381.
155°'.
.
6 . Prison Labour-Statement by :Mr. Bent re emRailways SerVlce-RepresentatIOn, 2643, 33 0,
ployment of prison labour, 90; by Mr.
62
Electoral Rolls, 27 .
.
Prendergast, 91; by Mr. Cullen re manuRedbank Recreation Reserve Sale BIll, 548 .
facture of wire netting by prison labour,
Registration of Births, Death~, and Marnages
. 2299; by Mr. J. Cameron, 2299; by Mr.
Act Further Amendment Bill, 297 0 , 2971.
Gray, 23°1; by Mr. Gallllson, 2302; amendResignation of Mr. Irvine, 44g·
ment by Mr. Prendergast, in Committee of
8
Resignation of Mr. Solly, 25 7Suppl y, that vote for Public Works be reRoad Construction and Improvement of Crown
duced by £1, as an indication that prison
labour should not be employed either in
Lands, QO.
.
Separate Representation Repeal BIll, 399, 409,
road-making or in the wire-netting industry,
8
4IIg; debated, 4119; negatived, 4 12 7.
411, 530, 53 . .
.
Scaffolding InspectIon Bill, 121~.
Prisoners, Interviewing of. (See Justice, Ad·
South Africa Contingents PensIOns Act Ig05
ministration of.)
Amendment Bill, 230 3, 2306.
Private Bills treated as Public Bills,. 418, 8j7,
South and East Melbourne Lands Bill, 2i~2,
150 4, 27 82 , 3 1 °5.
28°3, 38 48 .
Privilege-Statement by Mr. Bent re alleged
State School Exhibitions-Fee for Examinabreach of privilege by Mr. Solly in statetion, 2579·
ments made by him at a meeting at ·WoodSt. Jame:>' Church Lands Bill, lC; 04, 3970.
.
end, as reported in the Argus, 187; stateSt. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Ra·llment by Mr. Solly, 188; motion by Mr.
way Extension Bill, 1534, 1546 , 1594, 159b ,
Bent that the honorable member be arrested
1650, 1656, 1658, 1660, 1661, 1662, 1663,
by the serjeant-at-arms, 189; debated, 18g;
.
1664, 1665, 2048 , 205~, 2°54'
motion withdrawn, 193. statement by Mr.
Stock Diseases (InspectIOn Fees) BIll, 18ql,
Anstey re reflections on members, 229; state·
ment by Mr. Bent re remarks of Rev. H.
1892.
20
6
Street Obstruction at Prahran,
9 , 20g8,
Worrall, Bendigo, respectmg the death of
2107, 2466, 2580, 2689.
Donald McLeod, bookmaker, at Flemington
Supplementary Estimates, 268, 286.
race-course, 487; motion by Mr. Bent that
8
Supply--Consideration of Estimates, 25 9.
the Rev. H. Worrall do attend this House
2
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1055, 1139, II4 , II43,
on Tuesday next, 488; agreed to, 489; ap·
pearance of Mr. Worrall at the bar, 558;
.
II45, II4 8.
Suspension of Standmg Or~e~s? 88.
motion by Mr. Bent declaring that Mr.
1
State School Children's ExhlbitlOn, 14 7.
·Worrall "is guilty of a breach of the
Talbot Colony for Epileptics Act 1905 Amendprivilege of this House, and of uttering a
false, unchristian, and malicious libel upon
ment Bill, 419, 420.
The Clerk (Mr. T. G. Watson), 2936 .
members thereof, and that he be severely
The Late Mr. Seddon, 17·
censured therefor by Mr. Speaker," 564; de12
Tramway Traffic, 14 .
bated, 565; amendment by Mr. Mackinnon to
Trustees Law Amendment Bill, 4 16 .
substitute the words, "that the Rev. Mr.
'VorraH be excused from further attendance,"
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2797, 3320.
Unemployed, 720, 1052, 1126, IJ22, 15 00 , 402 I.
581; amendment negatived, 596; motion
agreed to, 602; Mr. Worrall censured by
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Further Amendthe Speaker, 603; statement by Mr. Boyd
ment Bill, 337 1 , 3373· .
.
re alleged misstatements in report in Age
Victorian Loans RedemptIOn and ConverSIOn
newspaper of proceedings of the House,
Bill, Q80, 983.
2035; by Mr. Gaunson re statement in Age
Votes on Account, go, u8, 1408; item "Misnewspaper that time was "wasted by the
cellaneous," 2303·
obstructives in a purely useless discussion
Wages Boards {New), 735, 788 , 789, II37·
on a formal stage of the Boilers Inspection
Wages of Railway Employes, 1350.
Bill,". 2036; motion by Mr. Gaunson deWater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3455,
claring the article complained of to be
3468, 3720, 37 23.
"a scandalous breach of the privileges of
Waterworks Land Sale Bill, 336 3, 336 4,
the House," 2037; debated, 2037; negatived,
3369.
.
2047.
(See also "Age" Newspaper.)
'Widows and Young ChIldren Maintenance Bill,
Prize Fighting Suppression Bill-Brought in
1°79, 108(, 2789, 420 5.
by Sir Samuel Gillott (for Mr. Mackey),
William Burston Bill, 4 1 35.
and read first time, 1688; discharged from
Yarra Bend Asylum, 1533·
paper, 3860
Prize Fights-Question by Mr. Graham re prohibiting public exhibitio~s of prize fighting~
President's Dinner-Discussion re adjournment
71 7.
of House, 6&).
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Produce, Export of-Statement by Mr. J. W.
Billson re \'ote for development of export
trade, 108; by Mr. Bent, 112; by Mr.
Gaunson, 2287.
(See also Agriculture, Dt'partment (If; Commercial Agents, GOVfTllment; and Superintendent oj l~·xp()rts.
PlOvisio!1s on Ship:;. (See Seamen.)
Public Accounts, l'ommittee of-Appointed, 299;
statement by l\:lr. Bent re remuneration of
Member:; of Committee, 299.
Public Instruction-Return re State School playgrounds ordered on motion of Mr. Toutcher,
presented, I I ; statement by Mr. Mackinnon
re payment of teachers fortnightly, 95; by
Mr. J. W. Billson, 2284 i statement by :Mr.
McGregor re establishment of Continuation
Schools ill country centres, 106; questions
by Mr. Mc(;regor, 446, 2643; statement by
Mr. Livingston re erection and maintenance
of State schools in country districts, 110; by
Mr. Bent re providing meals for State
school children, 112; stakment by Mr.
Prendergast re instruction concerning Victorian trees and timber, 289 j by Mr. Livingston rl' inspection of schools, 289; by 1\1r.
Livingston re collecting rent from parents of
children at country schools, 860; re supply
of water filters at State schools, 860; bv :Mr.
A. S. Bailes, 253:..1; by Mr. Bent, 2538; by
Mr. Colechin, 2539; further statement bv
Mr. Livingston, 2-~61; statement by 1\1;.
Bowser re e\-idence in truancy cases, 101 i ;
by Mr. Colechin re alleged u~e of Germanmade sewing machines in State schools, 1532,
2.~41; statement by Mr. Colechin, 29<)0; return re educational statistics ordered, on
motion of Mr. Prendergast, IS33; presented,
199.1; statement by :Mr. Solly re physic:d
examination of State school children, 11)8<);
by Mr. Livingston re need of better arra~1ge
ments between the Education Department and
the Public'Vorks Department, 2270, 2562; by
Mr. Colechin rl' need of better accommodation for technical schools, 2278, .1173; by Mr.
Solly re inadequate accommodation for caretakers at State schools, 2283; rl' inadequate
accommotl.ltion at Central State school, Richmond, 2283: by Mr. J. \V. Hillson re allowances to tr:linees in the Training College,
2284, 4128; bv Mr. Solly re condition of
playground at - Yarra Park school, 2544; bv
~fr. Stanley re facilities for education in hack
country, 253<); by Mr. Toutcher, 2~48: by Mr.
Livingslon, 256r; statement by Mr. Gaunson
re case 0 f Inspector Fussell, 2 S70; question
bv Mr. Keogh (for Mr. Gaunson), 28<)1:
sbtement by Mr. Prendergast re charging
fees for examinations for State school exhibitions, 2579: question by Mr. Bear(l rf' payment of· teachers' salaries during ho~id:1Ys,
1166; statement by Mr. Livingston re school
accommodation in South Gippshnd, .1172: by
:\£1'. Bent, 3172; by Mr. Elmslie re accommodation at Middle Park State school, .1172:
hv Mr. A. S. Bailes re school accommodation at Grassy Flat, 1997; question by Mr.
Colechin re grant to Gordon Technical
School, (;eelong, 3<)98.
(See also Pianos
for State Schools; School oj Domestic
Fconomy; and School Papers.)
Public Library, Museums, and National (;allery
--Statement by Mr. Beazley rl' external
lighting of Public Library, 2q88; bv Mr.
Bromley, 2988; vote for Public Library,

Public Library, Museums, and National Gallery
(continued)Museums, and National Gallery disclls;,ed in
Committee of Supp:y, 3995.
Public Meetings Regulating Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Bent and read first time, 384; second
readil1g moved by Mr Bent, 3394; debated,
3394; Bill read second time, 3399; considered in .Committee, 3399; third reading,
3399·
Public Service-Question by Mr. Sangster rc
caretaker of Titles Office, IS33: !>tatement
by 1\:Ir. (;aunson r{' promotion, 2266; by Mr.
Bent, 22il; further statement by Mr.
Gaunson, 2565; by Mr. Bent 2588; statement b\' Mr. Gaunson re transfers from Railway Department to Income Tax Office, 4003
Public "'orks Department - Question by Mr.
Hannah re plans for public buildings, 2590;
vote for Department discussed in Committee
of Supply, 4017. (See also Minimum Wage
and School of Domestic Economy_)
l~abbits-Qllestion

bv Mr. A. A. Billson re use
of improperly n{ixed phosphorus bait, .18q7.
Ha.ilwav Construction Statement by Mr.
i\[orrissey rl' construction of new line's, 4114.
(See also Parliaml'ntary Standing Committee
on Rai/wovs.)
Hailway Department-Questions by Mr. Solly re
construction of new station at Spencer-street,
194, 297; statement bv Mr. 'Vatt r(' vote for
extra working exnenses, 271; by Mr.
Pr~ndergast, 286; bv Mr. 'Valt re administration of Railway Department, 272; by Mr.
J. W. Billson re contracts for glassware and
earthenware, 85<); by Mr. Keogh re overcrowding of railway carriages, 1414; by Mr.
Prendergast re imported railway material,
14S8; return re imported railway material
ordered, on motion of Mr. Prendergast, 1503:
presented, 1995; question by Mr. Solly re
minutes of Commissioners' Inter-State Conferences, 1645."; by Mr. A. A. Billson re distribution of passengers' luggage, 2249; statement by Mr. Gaunson re al~owance to department for free passes, 2286; by Mr.
Prendergast re allowance to Department for
carriage of agricultural produce and Victorian coal, 2301; by Mr. Bent, 2303; subject discussed in Committee of Supply, 4009;
question bv Mr. \Vatt re appointment of
Railways Commissioners, 3362; question by
Mr. Beazley re tender for cabs at Spencerstreet station, 3433; vote for Victorian Railways discussed in Committee of Supply,
4085-4118; statement by Sir Alexander
Peacock re claims for damage by fires caused
by :.parks from locomotives, 4128; f1uestion
bv Mr. Lemmon rc expenses and leave of
absence of Chairman of Railways Commissioners, 4181. (See also Gembrook Railwav
Accidt'lIt; Gleeson v. Victorian Raz7wav's
Commissioners;
Surplus
Revenue
Bill;
Wheat Bags; and Victoria Racing Club.)
Coal, Carriage oj-Statement by Mr. Boyd re
allowance to Department for carriage of
Victorian coal, 118; by M1'. Prendergast,
2301; subject discussed in Committee of
Supply, 4009; question by Mr. Prendergast
re freight on coal, 1 ~32, 1816.
Coal Contracts-Question by Mr. Lemmon re
eight hours
condition, 2i64;
by Mr.
Downward re tenders for Victorian coal,
293i; statement by Mr. Downward, 3 (69 j
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Railway Department (continued)Railway Department (continued)Newport Workshops.-Question by Mr. Solly
subject discussed, 3169; further question by
re sawmill eqUlpment, 1646; statement by
Mr. Downward, 3~97'
Mr. Lemmon (on motion for adjournment of
Compensation and Pension Rights-Statement
the House) re Sunday labour and overtime,
by Mr. Hannah re payment of gratuities. to
2426; subject discussed, 2428, 2439; further
families of deceased employes, lIS; questIon
statement by Ml'. Lemmon, 2564; statement
by Mr. Hannah, 268; statement by Mr.
by Mr. Bent, 2589 i by Mr. Smith re rolling
Colechin, 28r; by Mr. Gaunson, 285; quesmill, 4117; re work done outside workshops,
tion by Mr. Hannah, 2267; statement by Mr.
4IIi; by Mr. Bent, 4118.
Bent, 4201.
•
Passenger Traffic.-Statement by Mr. Keogh
Employes-Statement by Mr. Hannah re inre overcrowding of passenger carriages, 1414;
crease of 6d. a day in wages of labourers,
by Mr. Outtrim re miners' train between
286; re employment of casual hands, 29 2 ;
Maryborough and ,Charlotte Plains, 2276;
question by Mr. Beard re prohibition of. en~
lJuestion by Mr. Colechin re special excursion
ployes from taking an active part in mUI1ltrains, 3642.
cipal elections, 489; statement by Mr.
Rolling Stock-Statement by Mr. Bent re new
Hannah re task work at railway goods sheds,
carriages for Sydney express train, 1223.
898; by Mr. Bent, 898 i further statement by
Stution Accommodation-Question by Mr. J.
Mr. Hannah, 1232 i by Mr. Solly, 1233 i by
\iV. Billson re erection of passenger platform
Mr. Beard, 1235; by Mr. Keast, 1238 i by
at North Fitzroy, 228; by Mr. Beard re imMr. Prendergast, 1238; by Mr. J. \V.
provement of Ivanhoe station, 2i63.
Billson, 1240 i by Mr. Dent, 1240; statement
Railway
Lands Acquisition Act--:-Question by Mr.
by Mr. Solly
staff at Bairnsdale station,
Harris re amendment of Act, 633.
1153; re guai·t!s' long hours, 1153; motion by
Mr. Hannah that 7s. per day should be paid Railway Loan Application Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Bent and read first time, 3434; second
to all railway employes over the age of 21,
reading moved by Mr. Bent, 3547; debated,
1345; debated, 1348 i debate adjourned, 1350 ;
3549; Bill read second time, 35.S2; constatement by Mr_ Hnnnah, 4025 i by Mr.
sidered in Committee, 3558; third· reading,
Solly re his action in connexion with the
employes in the goons sheds, 1414; by Mr.
3560.
Bent, 1416; by Mr. Gaunson, 1416; question Railway Loan Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent and
by Mr. Solly re conferences between comread first time, 3434; Governor's message
brought down and resolution for an· appromissioners and officers with respect to indu<priation adopted, 3448; second reading of
trial conditions of employes, 1492; by Mr.
Hannah re alleged favouritism on religious
Bil! moved by Mr. Bent, 3552; debated,
grounds, 2034, 2248; by Mr. Colecrun re
3553; Bill read second time, 3.~5.~; concases of suicide among employes, 2467; by
sidered in 'Committee, 3555; third reading,
Mr. Stanley re appointment of junior clerks,
3558 .
2467 i statement by Mr. Mackinnon re alleged Railway Surveys-Motion by Mr. Murray
undermanning of staffs at suburban stations,
affirming that no railway survey should be
made till the question of constructing the
2.148; by Mr. Hannah, 2585; by Mr. Bent,
2~8R; by Mr. Smith re pay of cnslIal hanns
lines had been reported upon by Railways
and shunters, 2989; by Mr. Colechin re case
Standing Committee, 3.224; debated, 3228;
of an engine-driver, 2990 i by Mr. Hunt re
negatived, 3.l33.
reinstatement of dismissed strikers, 4086; Railways Audit Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent,
and read first time, 1286; second reading
subject discussed, 4097; motion by Mr.
moved by Mr. Bent, 1287; debated, 1287;
Hannah that vote for Victorian Railways be
reducer{ by £1 as an indication that full
Bill read second time, 1290; considered in
Committee, 1290, 1323; thi'rd reading moved
rates should be paid for all overtime and
Sunday labour, 4087; debated, 408<); withby Mr. Bent, 1547; debated, 1547; Bill read
drawn, 4097; statement bv Mr. Hannah re
third time, 1555; amendments after thirti
boy labour. 41 II ; bv Mr. Keast re hours of
reading, 1555-6; :.lmendment of Legisfative
stationmasters nnd guards, 4114. (See also
Council dealt .yvith, 1995.
Railway Drpartment-N ewport Workshops; Railways Service, Representation of-Statement
and St. Kilda alzd Brighton Electric Street
by Mr. Solly re his retirement, 2586; by Mr.
RaiI11lay.)
Bent, 2587; by Mr. Prendergast, 2587; by
Freights and Fares.-Statement bv Mr. \iVarde
Mr. Gaunson, 2587 ~ by Mr. Mackinnon,
re allowing holders of periodical tickets on
2S87; by the Speaker, 2587; resignation of
Brighton line to travel free on St. Kilda
Mr. Solly announced, 2589; certificate by
line, 101; statement bv Mr. Keogh re freight
Under-Secretary that" the number of officers
on cream, 1.224; by Mr. Gray, 1224 i queson the roll of Railways officers does not extion by Mr. Livingston re reduced railway
ceed the quota by one-half," 2643; question
fares for children attending the State schools
by Mr. Prendergast re Railways officers'
exhibition, 1450 i bv Mr. Prendergast rp
roll, 2690; re effect of Under-Secretary's
freight on coal, 1532, 1816; by Mr. Campbell
certificate, 2762; ~latement by Mr. Pi'enderrt' rebates on carriage of wool, 2i61; hy Mr.
gast, 336o; by Mr. Bent, 3361; by the
Beard re fares on Heidelberg line, 2i64;
Deputy Speaker, 3361.
statement by Mr. Campbell re preferential Hot·ad. ~rr. Charles, ex-M.L.A.-Statement by
rates, 4109; by Mr. McKenzie, 4II2.
!vIr. Colechin re granting a pension to Mr.
Goods Traffic. - Return re p,-oduce traffic
Read, 298q, 3052.
ordered, on motion of Mr. Holden, 3802. Rtllbank Recreatio') Resen'e Bill-Brought in by
(See also Wheat BaRS.)
Mr. Murray and read first time, 382; secone{
lI-finz'mum vVage.-Statement by Mr. Lemmon
reading moved by 1fr. Murray, ~4i ; debated,
re enforcement of minimum rate of wages in
S4 8 ; Bill read second time, 549; consiaered
railway contracts, 4113.
in Committee, 549; third reading, 549.

re
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Rderendum Bill-Brought in by Mr. Outtrirn
and read first time, 387; statement by Mr.
Outtrim, 17.23.
Rdreshment Rooms Committee-Appointed, 38I.
Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill-Brought in by
Mr. A. S. Bailes (for Mr. Toutcher), and
read first time, 386; statement by Mr.
Toutcher, 1723; second reading moved by
Mr. Toutcher, 2969; Bill read second time,
2970; considered in Committee, 2970; third
reading, 2972.
Rente.ul, The Rev. Dr.-Question by Mr. Boyd
re Dr. Rentoul's statements in London concerning Australia, 87; statement by Mr.
\Vatt, ()3; by Mr. Gaunson, 98; further
statement ty Mr. 'Vatt, 108; statement by
Mr. Livingston, III.
Responsibie Government, Jubilee of.
(See
Jubilee of Responsible Government.)
R~t1e Range Reserves.
(See Mines Department.)
J{()ads and Bridges-Vote for construction of new
roads and for the improvement of Crovm
Lands discussed in .Committee of Supply, 891.21; motion .by Mr. A. A. Billson that
action should be taken to improve roads leading to mountain resorts, 512; debated, 516;
a[!'reetl to, SIS; question by Mr. Lawson re
maintenance of main roads, 1322; vote for
)'tlads and bridges discussed in Committee of
Supply, 4021, 402.1' 4027. (See also Crown
I-al'lds, Minimum U'age, and Prison Labour.)
ROBERTSO", Mr. A. R. (Bulla)
Roring for Water, 344, 444.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment
3377, 33 80 , 339 2.
Divisions, 943.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2860.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 770.
Licensing Bill, 357 2 , 3579, 35 8 5, 3595,
3737, 374 0 , 3745, 374 6 , 3749, 37~2,
375 8 , 3 810 , 3841.
Marriage Art Further Amendment Bill,
~fedical Practitioners Law Amendment
3443, 344S·
Municipal Sheep Dips, 18qq.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill,
34 6 3, 34 64, 3468 , 37 6 5.
'Vomen's Suffrage Rill, 934.

Bill,

3735,
3753,
3436.
Rill,
3460,

Rokewood !ommon-Statement bv Mr. McGrath
re garden licence granted to Mr. Hughes,
797; by Mr. Murray, 801.
SANGSTER, Mr. GEORGE (Port lIfelbourne)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1872, 1881, 1882,
1887, 1888, 1891, 1998, 2001, 2005,
3862, 3865, 4 208 , 4 2°9.
Brick Combine, 2956.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment
296 1.
Dredging Plant Purchases, 145 2, 2274.
Engine-drivers' Examinations, 4042.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment
3 1 .24, 31 79, 32 95, 39 28 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1831, 1933,
2134, 21 75, 2217, 221 9, 229 1, 2339,
2382, 2396, 25 00 , 25 22 , 26 55, 26 74.
Governor's Speech, Iq4, 339.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3272.

1883,
2006,
Bill,

Bill,
2129,
2370,

SANGSTER, Mr. GEORGE (contillued)Insufficient Provisions on Vessels, 801.
Lady Loch, s.s.-Second Officer, 3641.
Licensing Bill, 1598, 16°3, 1608, 3586, 3665,
3734, 375 2, 37 62 , 37 6 3, 384 6 , 4 1 92 .
Lifts Regulation Bill, 1897, 3036.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Dill, 3040.
Missions to Seamen, 3997.
Old-age Pensions, 4003.
Pianos for State Schools, 2736, 2743, 2744.
Prison Labour, 4125.
Railway Department-Sunday Labour and
Overtime, 4096.
South Africa Contingents Pensions Act 1905
Amendment Bill, 2305.
Titles Office-Caretaker, 1533.
Unemployed, II3!.
Votes on Account, 114.

Savings Bank Deposits-Question by Mr. Colechin re allowing interest to be paid on
larger sums, 2938.
Scaffolding Inspection Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Hannah, and read a first time, 386; question by Mr. Prendergast, 1213; statement by
Mr. Hannah, 1913; by Mr. S.winburne, 1913.
School of Domestic Economy-Question by Mr.
Lemmon, 291; by Mr. Lemmon (for Mr.
Hannah) re preparation of plans and contract for furnishings, 3097.
School Papers-Statement by Mr. A. S. Bailes
re commission on sale of Scho,l Papers,
3998 .
Schools of Mines. (See Bendigo School of
Mines.)
Seamen-Statement by Mr. Sangster re insufficient provisions on ships, 801.
Seamen's Mission-Statement by Mr. Sangster
re grant to Church of England Mission to
seamen, 3997.
Seddon, the late Right Honorable RichardMotion by Mr. Bent, expressing sorrow
and regret at death of the Right Honorable
Richard Seddon, Prime Minister of New
Zealand, 17; seconded by Mr. Prendergast,
17; supported by 1fr. Mackinnon, 18; by
Mr. Bromley, 1<); agreed to, 19; motion
by Mr. Bent that it be recorded that the
foregoing motion was passed unanimously,
agreed to, 19; acknowledgment from Mrs.
Seddon, 444.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Bent, and provisions explained, 382;
Bill read first time, 384; second reading
moved by Mr. Bent, 387; debated by Mr.
Solly, 387; Mr. Boyd, 387; Mr. Hannah,
389; Mr. Watt, 390; Mr. Warde, 391;
Mr. Gaunson, 39~; Sir Alexander Peacock,
395; Mr. Downward, 396; Mr. Toutcher,
398; Mr. Prendergast, 399; Mr. McCutcheon, 4°1; Mr. Mackinnon, 404; Mr. J.
W. Billson, 405; Mr. Farrer, 407; Mr.
G. H. Bennett, 408; Bill read second time,
40q; considered in Committee, 409, 508,
526; third reading, 537; Bill reserved for
King's assent, 1011.
Session, Close of the-Statement bv Mr. Bent,
4227; by Mr. Prendergast, 4228; by Mr.
Mackinnon, 4229; by Mr. Murray, 4229;
by Mr. McCutcheon, 4230; by Mr. J.
Cameron, 4230; by Mr. Colechin, 4230; by
the Speaker, 4232; by Mr. Craven, 4233.
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Sessional Arrangements-Motion by Mr. Bent
appointing days and hours' of meeting,
agreed to, 381; motions by Mr. Bent re
hours of lueeting on Wednesday and Thursday, agreed to, 1116, 1501, 156~, 1648, 1818,
1995, 2250, 2439; motion by Mr. Bent that
sessional order limiting the time for calling on fresh business be suspended for remainder of session, 2801; debated, 2801;
agreed to, 2803; motion by Mr. Bent that
during remainder of session the House
should meet on Friday and Saturday, at
10.30 a.m., 2891; debated, 2891; amendment by Mr. Bowser that the words "and
Saturday" be omitted, agreed to, 2896;
motion, as amended, agreed to, 2896.
Sewing Machines in State Schools. (See Public
Inst1'lutz'on.)
Sheep Dips-Motion by Mr. Robertson affirming
that legislation should be introduced to provide for municipal sheep dips, 1899; debated, 1906; agreed to, 1913.
Sludge.
(See Dredging for Gold.)
Sludge Abatement Board-Statement by Mr.
Cullen, 4038; by Mr. McLeod, 4041.
Mr. DAVID (Bendigo West)
Bendigo School of Mines, 25~.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1878, 1886.
I
Borhoneyghurk Timber Reserve Revocation
Bill, 744·
Chief Inspector of Explosives-Report re
Blasting Gelatine, 448, 718.
Council of Agricultural Education, II81.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 128.
Federal Parliament Elections, 3596.
Forests Bill, 4039.
Forests Department, 2272.
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2777.
Governor's Speech, 233·
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 806, 3257.
Licensing Bill, 1217.
Mines Department-Leases in Bendigo District, 446; Tributing, II82, 4039; Mines in
Deep-sinking Area, 2271; Powers of Mining Inspectors, 2272; Mining Accidents,
2Q88; Ventilation of Mines, 4039.
Moormbool Forest-Timber Rights, 1817.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 9I1.
Municipal Endowment-Dundas and Beechworth Shires, 1493.
Railway Department-Shunters, 4107; Hours
of Employes, 4107; Minimum Wage, 4II7.
Railway Freights. 122Q.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4107.
S'tate Forests, 4043.
Wages Boards (New)J 876.

SMITH,

Soapmakers. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Socialistic Legislation - Statement by Mr.
Elmslie, 4130; by Mr. Bowser, 4131; by
Mr. Carlisle, 4132.
Softgoods Trade.
(See Petitions.)
Mr. R. H. (Railways Service)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1877.
Charitable Institutions, 2283.
Dredging Plant Purchases, 1456.
Eight Hours Legalization Bill, 387, 1450,1913,

SOLLY,

Mr. R. H. (continued)Exhibition Grounds-Betting at Sports, 2544Gaming Suppression Bill, 1750, 1822, 1823,
1836 , 1853, 19 19, 1925, 1940, 1048, I 96.J.,
2065, 2094, 2I1S, 2142, 2153, 2156, 2162,
2164, :2168, 2172, 2184, 2187, 2188, 2200,
2203.. 221 4, 2215, 2222, 2289, 2290, 2294,
23 1 7, 23 27, 23,30, 2333, 2337, 2355, 236 7,
2380, 24.47, 2462 , 24 85, 25 10 , 25 17, 25 20 .
Gembrook Railway Accident, 447.
Governor's Speech, 341, 371.
Hours of Meeting, 2251.
Licensing Bill, 1599, 1602.
Lifts Regulation Bill, 1897.
Mining Industry, 343.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 9I1.
N ew Railway Station at Spencer-street, 194,
297·
Old-age Pensions, 633.
Pianos for State Schools, 2545.
Private Members' Business, 2505.
Privilege-Mr. Solly and the Government,
188.
Railway Department-Hours of Employes,
IIS3; Goods Sheds Employes, 1233, 1414;
Wages of Employes, 1148, 2333; Conferences between Commissioners and Officers,
1492 , 1645; Saw-mill Department at Newport, 1646; Sunday Labour and Overtime,
243 1.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 477.
Resignation of Seat, 2586.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 387, 528,
530, 536.
State Schools - Physical Examination of
Children, 1589; Condition of Schools, 2283,
2544·
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Bill, 1651, 1654.
Street Obstruction at Prahran, 2104.
Unemployed, II19.
Wages Boards (New), 874.
Wheat Bags, 2544.
.
(Resignation announced, 2589)'

SOLLY,

South Africa Contingents Pensions Act 1905
Amendment Bill-Governor's message brought
down, and resolution for an appropriation
adopted, 22.S4; Bill brought in by Mr.
Bent, and read first time, 2254; second
reading moved by Mr. Bent, 2303; debated,
2303 ; Bill read second time, 2306; considered in Committee, 2306; third reading,
2306.
South and East Melbourne Lands Bill-Governor's message brought down, and resolution for an appropriation adopted, 2425;
Bill brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first
time, 2426; motion by Mr. Bent that Bill
be treated as public Bill, ag~eed to, 2782;
second reading of Bill moved by Mr. Bent,
27 82 ; Bill read second time, 2783; considered in Committee, 2783; third reading,
2&>3; amendments after third reading,
2&>;l-4; amendments of Legislative Council
dealt with, 3848.
South Australian Border-Question by Mr.
Stanley re disputed territory, 2801; statement by Mr. Mackey. 2863; DY Mr. Murrav,
2864; by Mr. Thomson, 2865; by M"r.
Stanley, 2865.
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South Melbourne Land Act I905 Repeal BillBrought in by Mr. Bent, and read first time,
384; second reading moved by Mr. Bent,
4.20; Bill read second time, and passed
through remaining stages, 420.
South Melbourne Markets-C')uestion by Mr.
Keast, 1816.
.
South Melbourne l'Iledwnics' Institute BillBrought in by lIfr. Mackey, and read first
time, 3434; discharged from paper, 3860.
Speaker, The-Illness of the Speaker announced,
and the Chair taken by the Chairman of
Committees as Deputy Speaker, 3360 , 3433,
3537·
SPEAKER, The (Mr. Frank :Madden)-Rulings and
Statements ofAccommodation for Assembly Members in
Council Chamber, 4C).
Adult Suffrage Bill, 313.
Adult SulIrage (Legislative Assembly) Bill,
17 2 3.
Amendments, 313, 316, 320, 3 21 , 4R3, 1938,
1990 , 2001, 2~37, 27 85, 30 52, 30b 5, 3099,
328 7, 39 0 3, 39 2 3, 39 2 4, 4 189.
Appropriation Bill-Royal Assent, 4202.
Auditor-General's Report, 3246.
Bills-Postponement of consideration, 1450;
Bill Introduced by a Member Since Resigned, 1723; Ame{ldments after third reading, 278S, 2788, 2790, 279I; Hybrid Bills,
2782: l'rivate Bills, 3101, 3102; Amendment
of clauses struck out by Legislative Council, 4200: Amendments by Legislative Council ruled out of order in Assembly, 4205.
Close of the Session, 4232.
Days :lI1cl Hours of Meeting, 2893.
Debate-Use of the term "low cad," 76;
reflecting on the Chair, 77: saying "that
the statement of an honorable member is
absolutely untrue," ISO, 151; calling a member "an old rascal," 189; making speeches
in asking questions, 11)3, 344, 345, 1532 ;
reading frum newspapers or books, 3I5;
speaking to amendment before the Chair,
3 18 , 2737, 2739, 2744; disorderly or offensive l:tngu.lge, 2()O, 33<), 370, C)38, 2106;
irrelevant remarks, 46.2, 470; use of the term
cc shunling,,, SCJI); speaking a second time on
fJuestioJl of second reading of a Bill, 1723,
1790, 17C)1; imputing improper motives,
I7S3, 2C).:;;-; digressing from subject-matter
of fJuestion under discussion, 1918; debating motions for imposition of taxation,
to be suhsequently considered in Committee,
11)20, IC)2I; statement hy an honorable member that "he does not believe the statement
of another honorable member," 2730; use of
the word ,. filth," 37.2].
Deputations at Pariianlt'nt House, 884'
Discussin~ Details of Bill on Second Rending, 688.
Discussing Question that Appears on Notice
Paper, 838, 1747, ISC)S·
Divisions, C)4J.
Elections and Qualification!': Committee, II.
Fireworks at State Schools Exhibition, 1438.
Governor's Speech-Adjournment of debate,
21)6.
Impo!':ition of Fees on Stock from Other States,
38 S2 .
Informal Petitions, S6r.
Tnsinuations against ~Iembers, 370, 47 2, 477.
Interjections, 937.

SPEAKER) The (colltillued)Interchanges among Members, ~J3S.
Jubilee of H.esponsible l~overnment, 2YOY,
293 2 , 2935, 2937, 2974, 3 100 .
Juvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 794.
Limitation of Actions Bill, 4232.
Money Lender::; Bill, 3065.
Motions-For any l'jwlge on the People,
19 19; \Vithdrawal of Motion, 2047; For the
AJ.journment of the House, 2107, 2944,
2949, 2950, 295 1 , 2953, 2954, 2955, 295 6 ;
For the Production of Papers, 2737 ;
Seconding of Motions, 3908.
l\-Ioving the Previous Question, 322, 326.
Mr. Graham and Mr. G. H. Bennett, 2560.
Mr. \Yatt and Mr. (~aunson, 1733.
Occurrences in Committee, 949.
Personal Explanations, 4°79, 4026, 4°27.
Petitions, 15 0 4, 3643, 389g.
Police
Force-l{oyal Commission's Report,
654·
.
Presentation of Address in Reply to the GoYernor, 557.
Privilege--Mr. Solly, 188, H)O; Re\". H_
\Vorrall, 558, 55<), "no, .~hI, 566, 56;-, :;b-f),
586 , 590, 59 1, 596, Sc)~, 59~)' b03; the AgeNewspaper, 203b, 2047.
Questions-Postponement, 1383.
H.ailways Audit Bill, ISS5.
Railways Service-l{epresentation, 2643; Electoral Rolls, 2763.
Reference of a' Bill to a Select Committee,
5°7·
Heference to Debate Durin~ Same Session,
473, 661, 82 3, J,87, 2754·
Reflecting on Votes of House, 476.
Reflections on Members of Parliament, 229,
11)22.
Resignation of Mr. Fairbairn, I4f)2.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 10, ()73.
Resignation of Mr. Solly, 2S8" 2.~81).
Tempora·ry Chairmen of Committees, I I.
The Clerk (Mr. T. G. Watson), 2935, 2937.
The late Mr. Seddon, 444.
Time Allowance for Speeches on Adjournment of House, 1I2f).
Un punctuality of l\leeting, 2977, 21)86, 2987.
"lages Boards-Mr. Lemmon's Motion, ;-8S,
789.
'Vidows and Young Children Maintenance
Bill, 2784, 2785, 2786, 278;-, 2788, 2789,
27lJo , 279 1 , 42°5.
SPEAKER. Ducn: (~Ir. A. 'V. Craven)-Rulinhs
:l.l1cl Statements ofNew Clauses, 3440.
Representation of Railways Officers, 3360,
33 6 1.
Resignation of Sir Samuel Gillott, 3360.
Speedwell Proprietary Company.

(See

Llfill(s

Department.)
Spencer-street Station.

(See

Railway Depart-

ment.)
Standing Orders Committee-Appointed, 3~h.
Mr. ROBERT (Lowan)-introduceu anrt
sworn, 557.
Disputed Territory between South Australia.
and Victoria, 2·801, 2865.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Dill,
3 181 .
Pianos for State Schools, 2539.
Railway Depar~ment-Candidates for Employment as Junior Clerks, 2467.
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Strike in Building Trades-Statement by Mr.
Starch Makers. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Prendergast, 2523; by Sir Samuel Gillott,
State Forests. (See Forests.)
2523; further statement by Mr. PrenderState Rivers and Water Supply Commissiongast, 3299; by M1'. Bent, 3300; b,' Mr.
Question by Mr. Watt re fitling vacancy on
Mackinnon, 3300; question by Mr. PrenderCommission, lI8I; by M1'. McKenzie re
gast, 3399; statement b):' M,r. Bent, 4 1 40 ;
appointment of secretary, 30 40 .
by Mr. Boyd (on motion for adjournment
State Schools Exhibition-Statement by Mr. Bent
of House) re settlement of strike 4181'
re visit of members, 1416; by M1'. Prendersubject discussed, 4182.
"
gast re accommodatiol1 of country children,
1417; question by Mr. Livingston re re- Suggestions by Legislative Council for Amendments in Bills--Water Supply Loans Appli.
duced railway fares for children, 1450 ;
cation Bill, 3681.
statement by Mr. Hannah re distribution of
lollies, <'<cc., to children taking part in ex- Suicide of Railway Employes. (See Railway
D.epartment-Employes. )
hibitwn, 1585; by Mr. Bent, 1588; question
by Mr. Colechin re firms exhibiting pianos Supermtendent of Exports-Statement by Mr.
0rahal~1 re work of 111'. Crowe, 1224; sub.
and sewing machines, 3898. (See also AusJect discussed, 1224.
tralian Women's National League.)
Supply-Votes on Account passed, 88-121, I2~,
Statutes, Copies of-Statement by Mr. N.
1408, 2266-2303, .3168; Supplementary EstIBayles re supplying copies of statutes to
mates of Ex.pendlture .for 1905-6 dealt with,.
members, 306~; by Mr. McCutcheon, 306 9;
267-293; votmg of Eshmates of Expenditure
by Mr. Elmshe, 306C); by Mr. Bent, 306 9.
for 1906-7 proceeded with, 3990; Chief
St. James' Church Lands-Question by Mr. J.
Secretary's Department, 3991; Education,
W. Billson re revenue, 4180.
.
Department, 3998; Treasury Department,
St. James' Church Lands Bill-Standing orders
4003; Lands Department, 4015; Public
relating to private Bills dispensed with,
'Works Department, 4017; Mines Depart1504; Bill brought in by Mr. Mackey, and
ment, 403,7; 'Vater Supply Department,.
read first time, 1504; second reading moved
4043; Agncultural Department, 4044; Railby Mr. Mackey, 3969; debated, 3970; Bill
way Department, 4081'
read second time, 3972; considered in Com- Supreme and County Co'u,rt Judges-Statement
mittee, 3q72; third reading, 3973·
by Mr. Gaunson re salaries of Judges, 3999;
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway
by Mr. Hannah, 3QQ9.
-Statement by Mr. \Varde re purchase of Supreme Court. (See Taxing Master.)
material in connexion with line, 99; by Mr. Surplus Revenue Bill- Governor's Message
Bent, 104; by Mr. Boyd re salary of enbroug?t. down, and resolution for an apgineer, II8; statements by M1'. Hannah re
propnatlOn adopted, 1043; Bill brought in
wages of conductors, 2267, 2584; by M1'.
by Mr. Be~t, and read first time, 1043;
Warde re hours of enginemen at power
second readmg moved by Mr. Bent, 1053;.
house, 4180.
deb~ted, 1O,~4; Bill ~ead second time, 1058;
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway
consl.dered m Committee, 1058, 1139; third
Extension Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent,
readmg, 1148.
and read first time, 1533; second reading
m?ved by Mr. Bent, 1533; debated, 1534;
Bill read second time, 1543; considered in
~ommitlee, 1543, 1594, 1648; third readmg, 1665; amendments of Legislative CounSWIXBlTR:-:E, M1'. GEORGE (Hawthorn)
cil dealt with, 2047-54.
St. Kilda Cemetery-Statement by Mr. Elmslie
Agr~cultul'e, Department of, 4128.
re charges against trustees, 2555; by Mr.
Agncultural College near Melbourne 860.
E. H. Cameron, 2558; by Mr. Bromley,
Ben?igo and District Water Works, 3803.
2560; by Mr. Gaunson, 2579.
Bonng for Water, 344.
Stevedores at Geelong-Statement by Mr. ColeCarrum Drainage Scheme, 168,.
chin, 1236, 2540.
Carrum Water Rates, 4181.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill-ResoluColiban Water Supply, 1230.
tion adopted empowering the Governor in
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,.
Council to make regulations as to fees, &c.,
3390 .
490; Bill brought in by Mr. Swinburne, and
Companies Act '1896 Further Amendment Bill,
read first time, 490; second reading moved
1449·
b~ Mr. Swinburn~, 1891; debated, 1891;
Co-op~rative n~tter Factories, 1745.
Bill read second hme, 1891; considered in
CounCil 0 f Agncultural Education 1I81
Dight's Falls, IQ95.
,.
Committee, 1891; third reading, 30)6;
amendments of Legislative Council dealt
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,.
with, 3852.
3128, 3129, 3 282 .
Street Obstruction-Statement by Mr. Prender~"ru~t Cases Bill, 490, 1856.
gast re prosecutions at Prahran for street
FrUit Cases Bill (No.2), 1856, 3038, 3041,
, obstruction by political speakers, 2096; fur3042, 3043, 3044, 3045, 3046 , 304" 3048 ,.
ther statement by Mr. Prendergast (on
30 5 1 , 30 5 2 , 38 52 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2996.
motion for adjournment of the House) re
Ge-e!ong Municipal Water Works Trust Bill,.
arrest of Mr. Sweblesis for obstructing
street traffic, 2098; subject discussed, 2099353 8.
Governor's Speech, 354.
2.107; statement' by Mr. Bent, 2225; CJueshon b)l Mr. Prendergast, 2466; further
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3256, 3266,.
~tatement by Mr. Prendergast, 2580; sub,13 02 , 330 5, 3309, 33 10 , 33 I I , 33 13, 33 14,.
Ject further discussed, 2586, 2688.
33 16 .

INDEX.

Mr. GEORGE (continued)Licensing Bill, 1251, 3567, 3652, 3665, 3751J
381 4, 3816 , 4 1 96 .
Lifts Regulation Bill, 1892, 1896, 1898, 3036,
30 37, 30 38 , 4 1 33.
Limitation of Actions Bill, 4232.
Manures, 1285.
Municipal Sheep Dips, 1910.
Scaffolding Inspection Bill, 1213, 1913.
State Rivers and Water Supply CommissionAppointment of Secretary, :1040.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) Bill, 490,
1&)1, 1&)2, 3036, 3852.
Superintendent of Exports, 1225.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 3317, 3318, 3320, 3321,
33 22 .
Unsound Horses, 717.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill, 33 01 , 337 0 , 3373, 3374.
Waranga Basin, 490.
Water Supply Commission, II81.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3454,
3457, 345~, 34 66 , 346 7, 37 21 .
Waterworks Land Sales Bill, 3363, 3364,
337 0 , 3899'

SWINBURNE)

Sydney Express Train.
(See Railway Department-Rolling Stock.)
"Talbot Colony for Epileptics Act 1905 Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and
read first time, 385; Bill ruled to be a
private Bill, 418; motion by Mr. Bent that
Bill be treated as a public Bill, agreed to,
418; second reading moved by Mr. Bent,
418; Bill read second time, 419; considered
in Committee, 419; third reading, 420.
Taxing Master-Question by Mr. Anstey (for
Mr. McGrath) re complaint against the
Taxing Master, 2249.
"Technical Schools.
(See Public Instruction.)
Thistle Act Further Amendment Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Mackey, and read first time,
1503; discharged from paper, 3860.
Thistle Acts-Question by Mr. Colechin re enforcement of Acts, 3301.
THmISO);, ~Ir. JOHN

(Dundas)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1421.
Boilers Inspection Bm, 2001.
Closer Settlement Act 1904 Amendment Bill,
33 So , 33 88 , 339I.
Cressy and Pitfield Plains Railway, 32]6.
Disputed Territory between South Australia
and Victoria, 2865.
Drainage Areas Act 1905 Amendment Bill,
14 20 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 2025, 2060, 2063,
2077, 2084, 2IIO, 2154, 2603, 2627, 2633,
2662, 2995, 2999·
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 551.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 880, 3253,
3266, 3268, 3 270 , 3302 , 33 0 5, 33 10 , 33 t I ,
33 1 4.
Licensing Bill, 1041, 3846.
Loan Acts Amendment Bill, 3544·
Municipal Endowment Bill, 892.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 2047.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 3322.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3451.
Votes on Account, 109.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3"~67'
Waterworks Land Sales Bill, 3366.

Timber Royalties.
(See Forests.)
Tinsmiths. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Title to Land (Adverse Possession) Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Beazley, and read first ti.me,
673·
Tooleybuc Irrigation Scheme-Question by Mr.
Gray, 4043.
Toorak, Representation of-Resignation of Mr.
Fairbairn announced, 1492; issue of writ
for election of member announced, 1745;
election of Mr. N. Bayles announced, 1991;
Mr. Bayles introduced and sworn, 1991.
Totalizators-'-Question by Mr. Gaunson re revenue derived from totalizators in other
States, 2468.
Tourists-Motion by Mr. A. A. Billson affirming desirability of catering for traffic, 512;
debated, 516; agreed to, 518; question by
Mr. Mackinnon (for Mr. A. A. Billson) re
establishment of tourists' bureau, 1285; further question by Mr. A. A. Billson, 4085.
Mr. R. F. (Stawell and Ararat)
Boilers Inspection Bill, 1999.
Companies Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill,
2968.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 181 , 3185, 328 3, 3 28 5, 3 286 , 3 296 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, 1791, 1802, 1968,
2167, 2294, 25 21 , 2672, 2773, 2826, 302 9.
Governor's Levees-Private Entree, 2764,
27 6 5'
Hansard, 2167'
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 773, 32 71 •
Jubilee of Responsible Government, 2926.
Licensing Bill, 1268, 3569, 3579, 3654, 36 76 ,
3680, 374 1 , 3745, 17Po, 3 81 7'
Mining Leases, lI81.
Money Lenders Bill, 3061.
Municipal Endowment Bill, 556.
Pianos for State Schools, 2547, 275 2.
Privilege-Rev. H. Worrall, 586.
Railway Department-Engine-drivers and firemen, 296.
Railway Loan Bill, 3557·
Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 386, 17 23,
2969, 2970, 297 2.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 457.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 398, 534.
Strangers, 1968, 2167.
Unemployed, 730.

TOUTCHER,

(See L£ttle Yarra
Tramway, Little Yarra.
Tramway.)
Tramways, Melbourne-Statement by Mr. Prendergast re necessity for improved tramway
facilities in northern suburbs of Melbourne,
1I8.
(See also Melbourne Tramway Company.)
Trawool Storage Basin - Question by Mr.
Graham re proposal to construct a storage
basin on the Goulburn at Trawool, 48 .
Triangle Reefs Company-Statement by Mr.
McGrath re sale of plant by the sheriff, and
non-payment of wages, 1586; by Mr.
McLeod, 1591; by Mr. Hunt, 1591; by M1.
Prendergast, 1592; by Mr. Anstey, 1593;
further statement bv Mr. McGrath, 255 1 ;
by Mr. H. S. Bennett, 2554; by Mr. Gaunson, 2570; by Mr. McLeod, 2585; question
by Mr. Hunt, 3096.
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Trust Funds Act 1897 Further Amendmellt Bill
-Governor's message brought down, and
resolution for an appropriation a.dopted,
3301; Rill brought in by Mr. Bent, and read
first time, 3301; second reading moved by
Mr. J3.ent, 3~2; debat-ed, 3362; Bill read
second time, 336:.1; oonsider>ed in Committee,
3362; third reading, 3363.
Trustees Law Amelldmellt Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Bent, II; read first time, 12; second
. reading mov.ed' by Mr. Bent, 416; debated,
416 j Bill read ~OQ<l time, 418; oonsidered
in Committee, 41-8; third reading, 418;
ameadDlents of Legislative Council dealt
with, 756.
Trustees, Proceedings Against-Questi{)ft by Mr.
Anstey re proceedings against trustees under
wills, 2249.
'
Twine.
(See Binder Twine.)

\

~
I

~

Ultima., Railway Extension from.
(See Parliametdary Standing Committee on Railways.)
Unclaitaed Funds Bill-Brougbt in by Mr.
Bee.zl.ey, and read first time, 673; second
readmg moved by Mr. Beazley, 2793; debated, 2795; Bill read second time, 279S;
considered in Commlttee, 2795, 3316; third
reading, 3322; amendments of Legislative
\ Council dealt with, 3~.
Undetected Crime.
(See Crime, Undetected.)
Unemployed, The-Questions by Mr. H. S.
Bennett re providing work for unemployed.
84, 34°°; statement by Mr. Mackinnon re
distribution of grant by \ Government for
relief of immediate distress, 84; question
by Mr. McGregor re unemployed at Ballarat and elsewhere, outside Melbourne, 8S;
subject of providing work for unemployed,
and methods of Labour Bureau discussed in
Committee of Supp'ly, 109, I12, II7, 420;
subject further discussed on motions for adjournment of the House, 718-34, lII9,
1494; question by Mr. Downward re employment of local unemployed on new railway station at Korumburra, 798; by Mr.
Prendergait re providing further work,
1322.
(See also Charitable Relief; and Lahour Bureau.)
Usury Prevention Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Colechin, and read first time, 386; second
reading moved by Mr. Colechin, 1350; debate adjourned, 1357; statement by Mr.
Colechin, 1723.
(See also Money Lenders
Bill.)
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill-Received
from Legislative Council, and read first
time, 3370; second reading' moved by Mr.
Mackey, 3«8; debated, 3449; Bill read
second time, 3452; considered in Committee,
3453; third reading, 3867.
Vaccination-Question by Mr. Bowser re convictions for non-vaccination, 1993.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Further Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr. Swinburne,
and read first time, 3301; second reading
moved by Mr. Swinburne, 3370; <iebated,
337 1 ; Bill read secolld time, 3373; considered in Committee, 3373; third reading,
3375·
Ventilation of Mines.
(See Mines, Venti/aHon

of.)

(55)

Victoria Racing Club-Question by Mr. Colechin, 2467.
(See also Flem.ington Racecourse.)
Victorian Loans Redemption and Conversion Bill
-Governor's m«;ssage brought down, and
resolution for an appropriation adopted, 871 ;
Bill brought in by ).!r .. Bent, and read first
time, 871; second reading moved by Mr.
Bent, 979; debated, 980; Bill read . second
time, 983; considered in Committee, 983;
third reading, 984.
Vine Stocks.
(See Phylloxera.)
Visitors Accommodated with Chairs on Floor of
the House-The Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick~
Chief Secretary of South Austra.lia, 558;
members of Federal Parlia.ment and exmembers of Victorian Parliament, 558; the
Hon. Frank Wilson, Colonial Treasurer of
'Western Australia, 2°34; the Hon. A. Hean,
Minister of Lands and 'Works, Tasmania~
3718; the Hon. William Kidston, Premier
of Queensland, 3899.
Voting by Post Bill-Question by Mr. N.
Bayles, 3.123; Bill brought in by Mr. Bent
(for Mr. Macker), and read first time, 3537 ;
discharged from paper, 4136.
Voting by Post Bill (No. 2}-Brougfit in by
Mr. Mackey. and read first time. 4136.
second reading moved bv Mr. Mackey,
4136; debated, 4136; Bill read second time,
4137; considered in Committee, 4137; third
reading, 4138.
Wages Boards. (See Factories and Shops Acts;
and Coal Miners.)
Walhalla Railway-Statement by Mr. Hannah
re continuing construction of Moe to Walhalla railway line, 106, II4; by Mr. Bent,
lIS; by Mr. Harris, II9; further statement
by Mr. Bent, 125; sfatement by Mr. Anstey
re wages of workmen, 22-Q6; vote for extension of line discussed in Committee of
Supplv, 4028.
Walrus, Dredge. (See Galong Harhor Trust.)
Mr. E. C. (Flemington)
Building Trades Strike, 4184.
Butter Commission-Payments to Mr. Croker~
299, 4 89.
Divisions, 666.
Dredging Plant Purcliases, 1453.
Elsternwick Power House-Hours of Enginemen, 4180.
Factories and Shops Acts-Prosecutions in
Furniture Trade, 899. 1010, IllS.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 1 32 , 3 1 4 2 , 32 iS·
Flemington Race-course, 144Footscray Magistrates, 1858.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill, 4138,
4 204.
Gaming Suppression Bill, t788, 1794, 1822,
182 5, 1829, 1932 , 1937, 195 2, 206 7, 20 78,
21 42, 2295, 234 1 , 2374, 23 82 , 2384, 2625.
2647, 2661, 2820, 2827, 2998, 3010, 3012,
3018. 3019·
Government Business, 2802.
Governor's Speech, 320, ~24'
Hamilton Land Resumption Bill, 550.
Hour of Meeting, 2252.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 3302, 3304,
33 08 .
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t
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INDEX.

Mr. E. C. (continued)Licensing Bill, 1261, 157S, 3494, 3650, 3656,
3753, 4 186 , 4 19 2, 4 194, 4 197.
Limitation of .Actions Bill, 4232.
Loan Acts Amendment Bill, 3545, 3546.
Moe to Walhalla Railway, 4035.
Municipal Sheep Dips, 1911.
Pianos for State Schools, 2718.
Privilege-l{ev. H. "Vorrall, S70; the Age
Newspaper, 203().
Railway Department-Sunday Labour and
Overtime, 243.1.
Railway Loan Applicatiun Bill, JS50.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employt;s, 4098.
Railways Audit Bill, 1553.
Resignation of Mr. Irvine, 462.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 39 1, 3<)5,
S31.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Street Railway Extension Dill, 1537, 1649, 1650, 1651,
1662, 2051.
Supnlementary Estimates, 282.
Surplus Revenue ]jill, 1147.
tTnemployed, 727.
Votes on Account, 99.

WARDE,

"Va rang a Basin-Question by Mr. McKenzie re
stability of embankment, 490.
Warrnambool Water Trust-Question by Mr.
Bailes re construction of weir, 1646.
Water Supply-Question by Mr. Carlisle (for
Mr. Robertson) re boring for water, 344;
by Mr. Robertson, 444; vote for Department discussed in Committee of Supply,
4043. (See also Carrum Drainage Scheme;
C;nlong Water SuppLy; L(Jllg Lake Pumpillg Scheme; Toolevbuc Irrigation Scheme;
Trawool Storage Basin; State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission; Waranga Basin;
and ~Varrnambool Water Trust.)
Water Supply Loans Application Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Bent, alid read first time, 3434;
second reading moved by Mr. Swinburne,
34q; debated, 3455; Bill read second time,
.N~6; considered in Committee, 34.16; third
reading, 3467; amendment suggested by
Legislative Council dealt with, 3719.
\Vaterproof Clothing Manufacturers. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Waterworks Land Sales Bill-Governor's message brought down, and resolution for an
appropriation adopted, .3301; Bill brought in
hv Mr. Bent, and read first time, 3301;
second reading moved by Mr. Swinburne,
3363; debated, 3363; Bill read second time,
3363; considered in· Committee, 3363; third
reading, 3370.
\Vatson's Hill Dredging Company-Question by
Mr. McGrath re non-payment of wages,
q~)3·

Mr. W. A. (Essendon)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill,
13 2 ~, 13.14, 132<), 14 2 3.
Appointment of Special Wages Boards,
An('ient Lights Declaratory Bill, 1450.
Boiler,; Inspection Bill, 2000, 2005.
Children's Courts Bill, .12°7, 3210, 3211,
3213, 1214, 321~, 3216 , 321 7, 38 .1 1.
('omranie~ Act l~q6 Further Amenoment
1444·

WATT,

1292,
387'
3 212 ,
Bill,

'V.\TT, Mr. W. A. (colltinued)-.
Companies Law Further Amendment Bill,
344°·
Consolidated Revenue Application Bill, 3858,
3 8 59.
.
Control of Public Bodies Bill, 2107.
D~ys and Hours of Meeting, I I 17, 2894.
Disorderly Language, 200.
Divisions, 943, 281<:), 3747.
Dr. Rentoul, 93, 108.
Election Printmg at Pent ridge, 193.
Elwood Improvements, 92.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3180, 3 19 1, 3 19 2, 3 193, 3 279, 3 295, 3297,
3898, 39 23, 39 24.
Fireworks at State Schools Exhibition, 143 8.
Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill,

4 1 38 .
Gaming Suppression Bill, li31, 1821, 1838,
184 2, 1843, 1930, 1942, 1943, 1945, 1946 ,
1951, 2013, 201~), 20.15, 20 3 1 , 2°33, 21 °9,
2110, 2117, 2120, 212 7, 2140, 21 4 1 , 21 55,
2156, 2166, 217 I, 21 79, 218 9, 2193, 220 5,
2208, 221 I, 2212, 221 7, 2292, 2316, 2322 ,
23 24, 23 25, 23 26 , 23 66 , 2368, 23 6 9, 245 6 ,
2457, 24 60 , 2461 , 2463, 2466, 2601, 2603,
2604, 2605, .1 61 5, 2616, 262 3, 2642, 2841,
302 4, 3026 , 3028 , 30 3 2 , 3°34, 3°35, 3902 ,
3906 , 39°7·
Gaols-Sunday Labour, 3991.
Government Printing Office, 93.
Governor's Speech, 313, 321,' 325, 326.
Hanrurd-Daily Issue, Q3.
Improved Small Holdings Bill, 8i8, 882,
1333, 3 24 8 .
Income Tax, 863, 867, 870'
1ubilee of Responsible Government, 2910.
1uvenile Smoking Prevention Bill, 669, 671.
Licensing Bill, 503, 1321, 1434, 1512, 1514,
ISIS, 15 2 3, 15 29, 1560, 1568, 157 2, IS78,
I~81, I 'is], 1584, I~Q~, 1612, 1628, 1629,
1630, 163 1, 35 61 ,. 3566, 3645, 36 53, 36 '4,
36 .15, 36 56 , 3657, 3658, 3660 , 3661, 3662 ,
366 3, 366 5, 366 9, 36 72 , 36 74, 36 75, 36 77,
.17 26 , 37 27, 37 28 , 17.12, 3733, 373 6 , 3737,
373 8 , 374 2 , 3743, 3745, 374 6 , 3747, .3749,
3 80 .1, 38°7, 3808, 3810, 3818, 3820, 3822,
382 4, 3 82 5, 382 7, 4. 136 , 4 194, 4 199, 4 197,
4 1 99.
Loan Acts Amendment Bill, 3546.
Lunatic Asylums, 2268.
Maldon Rates Bill, 3 1 73, 3176, 3177.
Mr. Gaunson, 1733.
Noxious Trades Regulation Rill, 385.
Osborne House, Geelong, 4084'
Pensions Payment Bilr, 386.
Port Campbell Railway, 2255.
Private Members' Business, 1450.
Privilege-Mr. Solly and the Government,
IQI; Rev. H. Worrall, .1 67, S97.
Prize Fighting Supprpssion Bill, 3860.
Railwav Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Emploves, 4101.
Railways Audit Bill, 1288, 1549.
Railwavs Commissioners-Question of Reappointment, 3362.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 3qo, 530,
533, .q7·
St. Kilcla an(l Bri!:!hton Electric Street RailW:1y Extension Bill, I~38, 1543, 1544, 1652,
16~5, 1619, 1661, 204Q, 20 5 2, 20.14.
Stock Diseases (Inspection Fees) "Bill, 490.
Supplementary Estim:1tes, 269, 282.
Surplus Revenue Bill, .1056, 1059.
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\VILI{I~S,

WATT, Mr. W. A. (continued)-

Mr. EDGAR (contillucdjGaming Suppression Bill, 1835, 2033, 2084,
2294·
Licensing Bill, 3679, 4220.
Railway Strike-Reinstatement of Dismissed
Employes, 4106.
Vacant Unclaimed Lands Sale Bill, 3451.

Un~mployed,

721.
.
Victorian Loans Redemption and Conversion
Bill, 981.
•
Votes on Account, 92, 107, 108.
Voting by Post Bill (No.2), 4137.
Wages B'oards (New), 873·
Water Supply Commission, II81.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3457,
3464, 37 19.
Waterworks Land Sales Bill, 3365.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 38 5, 9 19, 94 2, 947·

Ways and Means--'Resolutions ~n whiSh to
found Consolidated Revenue BIlls consIdered
and adopted, 127, 293, 14 14, 2303, ;31~1;
resolution on which to found Appropnahon
Bill adopted, 4127.
Werribee Irrigation Scheme. (See Water Supply
Loans Application Bill.)
\Yheat Bags-Statement by Mr. Colechin re restricting size of wheat bags, 2540; by Mr.
Solly, 2.~44; by Mr. Lemmon, 2563; by
Mr. Ment, 2588.
Widows and Young Children Maintenance Bill
-Brought in by M~. !'IIackinnon, and. read
first time, 386; motion by Mr. .Mackmnon
that Bill be advanced to CommIttee stage,
agreed to, 386; second reading moved by
Mr. Mackinnon, and agreed to, 386; considered in Committee, 1075; statement by
Mr. Mackinnon, 1562; third reading moved
by Mr. Mackinnon, 2784; debated, 2785;
Bill read third time, 2786; amendments
after third reading, 2786; amendments of
Legislative Council dealt with, 4205, 4225.
Wife Beaters. (See lustice, Administration oj.)

Mr. EDGAR (Colling'wood)
Dight's Falls, 1858.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment
3 1 3 1 , 3 134, 3 281 , 3 28 7, 39 2 5.

WILKINS,

Bill,

\Villiam Burston Bill- Governor's message
brought down, and resolut~o~ for an appropriation adopted, 3899; Bill .brought 1D
bv Mr. Bent, and read first tnne, 3899;
second. reading moved by Mr. Bent, 4134;
debated, 4135; Bill read second ti~e,
4135; considered in Committee, 4135; thud
reading, 4135.
Wire Netting. (See Prison Labour.)
Women's Suffrage.
(See Adult Suffragel
Women's Suffrage Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Watt, and read first time, 385; second reading moved by Mr. Walt, 919; debated, 921;
amendment by Mr. Robertson re referendum
on the question, 936; debated, 936; am~nd
ment negatived, 942; Bill read second tl~e,
943; considered in Committee, 943;. t~ud
reading agreed to by absolute maJonty,
949·
\Voods' Point Gold-fields.
(See iJiines Depart.
ment.)
Workers' Accidents Compensation Bill-Brought
in by Mr. A. S. Bailes, and read first time,
385; second reading moved by Mr. :Sailes,
1205; debate adjourned, 1213; quesllOn by
Mr. A. S. Bailes, 2969.
.
'Workmen's Homes-Statement by Mr. Cole~hm
re alleged sub-letting of contracts for erection of workmen's homes, Geelong, 2539;
re necessity of providing further workmen's
homes at Geelong, 2540; re applications for
workmen's homes, 4017.
Workmen's Kits-Statement by Mr. N. Ba.yles
re robberies of workmen's kits, 3171.
'Worrall, Rev. H.
(See Privilege.)
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