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LEGISLArrIVE COUNCIL.
Tuesday, June 20, 1950.

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT
BY COMMISSION.
The Thirty-eighth Victorian Parliament was opened this day by Commission. The Commissioner appointed by
His Excellency the Governor for this
purpose was the Honorable Mr. Justice
O'Bryan, Judge of the Supreme Court of
Victoria.
At 11.6 a.m., the CLERK read the following:-

~hirt!l-l'ighth ID~llllhllnqnt.

Legislative Assembly are hereby required
to give their attendance at the said time
and place accordingly.
.
Given under my hand and the Seal
of the State of Victoria aforesaid, at Melbourne, this twentyfourth day of May, in the year
of our Lord One thousand nine
hundred and fifty" and in the
fourteenth year of the reign of
His Majesty King George VI.
(L.S.)
DALLAS BROOKS.
By His Excellency's Command.
T. T. HOLLWAY,
Premier.
GOD SAVE THE KING!

By His Excellency the Governor of the
State of Victoria and its Dependencies in
the Commonwealth of Australia, &c.,
&c., &c.

The Commissioner immediately afterwards entered the Chamber and directed
that the attendance of the members of
the Legislative Assembly be requested.
The members of the Legislative
Assembly appeared at the Bar.

I, the Governor of the State of Victoria, in the Commonwealth of Australia, do by this my Proclamation fix
Tuesday, the twentieth day of June,
1950, as the time for the commencement
and holding of the First Session of the
Thirty-eighth Parliament of Victoria,
for .the despatch of business, at the hour
of Eleven o'clock in the forenoon, in the
Parliament Houses, situate in Springstreet, in the City of Melbourne: And
the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Council and the Members of the

Mr. JUSTICE O'BRYAN.-Mr. President and honorable members of the
Legislative Council, members of the
Legislative Assembly: His Excellency the
Governor, not thinking fit to be present
in person, has been pleased to cause
letters patent to issue, under the seal
of the State, constituting me his Commissioner to do in his name all that is
necessary to be performed in this Parliament. This will more fully appear from
the letters patent, which will now ~~
read by the Clerk.
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The letters patent authorizing the
Commissioner to open the Parliament
were read by the Clerk.
Mr. JUSTICE O'BRYAN.-Mr. President and honorable members of the
Legislative Council, members of the
Legislative Assembly: I have it in command from His Excellency to let you
know that later this day His Excellency
will declare to you, in person, in this
place, the causes of his calling this Parliament together; and, members of the
Legislative Assembly, as it is necessary
before you proceed to the despatch of
business that a Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly be chosen, His Excellency
requests that you, in your Chamber, will
proceed to the choice of a proper person
to be Speaker.
The members of the Legislative
Assembly retired from the Chamber, and
the Commissioner withdrew.
The PRESIDENT (Sir CUfden Eager)
took the chair, and read the prayer.
The sitting was suspended at 11.15

a. m. until 2.30 p.m.
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
The Usher announced the approach of
His Excellency the Governor.
His Excellency entered the Chamber
attended by his suite.
The Legislative Assembly, with their
Speaker, attended in response to His
Excellency's summons.

which the people of Victoria have
extended to me as the representative of
His Majesty the King. I have also been
deeply touched by the truly kind friendliness with which I and my family have
everywhere been received. I trust that
during my stay here the well-being and
prosperity of the State will be enhanced.
It is regretted that since Parliament
last met, the deaths of the Honorable
Sir Albert Dunstan, K.C.M.G., the
Honorable William H. Everard, the
Honorable Francis E. Old, and the
Honorable Alfred J. Pittard C.B.E. have
occurred. Sir Albert Dunstan as Premier
and Minister of the Crown, Mr. Everard
as Speaker of the Legislative Assembly,
Mr. Old as a Minister of the Crown, and
Mr. Pittard as a Member of the Legislative Council rendered valuable public
service in this State.
Arrangements are being made to
celebrate, next year, the centenary of
Responsible Government in Victoria, as
well as the centenary of the discovery
of gold.
My advisers are also co-operating with
the Prime Minister in the preparation of
a programme to commemorate in 1951
the jubilee of the foundation of the
Commonwealth of Australia.
MR.

SPEAKER

LEGISLATIVE

His Excellency addressed the following
Speech to both Houses of Parliament:MR. PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE MEMBERS
OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL:
MR.

SPEAKER

AND

MEMBERS

OF

THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:

I have taken an early opportunity, after
the recent general election of members
of the Legislative Assembly, of calling
you together for the consideration of
public business requiring your attention.
On this, the first occasion of my
opening Parliament. I desire to express
my appreciation of the warm welcome

AND

MEMBERS

OF

THE

ASSEMBLY:

A review of the transactions in respect
of revenue and expenditure for the year
1949-50 indicates that the financial
operations for the year will result in a
surplus.
Supplementary estimates of expenditure .vor the financial year ending the
30th of June, 1950, together With a
Supply Bill to m:ake preliminary provision for the services of the ensuing
financial year will be submitted to you.
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
for the year 1950-51 will be placed before
you as early as possible.

Governor's

[20 JUNE, 1950.J

MR. PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE MEMBERS
OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL:
MR.

SPEAKER

AND

MEMBERS

OF

THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:

Last year new records were established
in housing, industrial production, and
social advancement. These were achieved
by planning, provIsIOn of adequate
finance, the importation of coal and
materials in short supply and the
maintenance of industrial peace. This
policy will be continued by my advisers.
Already 557,000 tons of coal have been
imported, 25,000 tons remain to be
delivered and additional orders for
880,000 tons have been placed. The
Government will continue to import coal
as required until its vast plans for the
development of this State's own fuel and
power resources are advanced sufficiently
to meet our requirements.
Good progress has been made with the
power and fuel development works at
Kiewa, Morwell, Yallourn, and Newport.
To expedite these projects and other
developmental works affecting railways
and water supply 2,150 imported pre-cut
houses are to be erected to house the
urgently-needed workers.
The Government will introduce a Bill
designed to ensure continuity of gas
supplies in this State, and to overcomethe
frequently recurring difficulties arIsmg
from dependence upon external sources
of black coal.
The development of brown coal
resources as raw material for the
manufacture of gas has been the subject
of investigation by a joint parliamentary
committee, and as a result the Government is now satisfied that the largescale manufacture of gas from brown
coal is practicable.
The Government believes that the
manufacture of gas from brown coal
would best be achieved by. legislation.
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providing for a combination of Government and private enterprise. Such a
plan would have the 'advantage of
securing the protection and welfare of
the public and also of making available
the experience and technical and scientific
knowledge of the gas companies.
The Milk Pasteurization Committee
appointed under the provisions of the
legislation passed last year is surveying
existing facilities for the pasteurization,
bottling, and sealing of milk, and the
issue of pasteurization licences.
Improved technical and scientific
services will b~ provided for those
engaged in primary production. . The
programme of the Agriculture Department includes the extension of training
and research facilities.
My advisers are already planning to
double ,the area under irrigation over
the next ten years. Preliminary work
has already begun on the Big Eildon
dam. Tenders for the eonstruction of
this dam will close on the 30th of June.
The Government will continue a
vigorous policy of forest oonservation,
and w.ill endeavour to ensure that the
forest resour·ces are developed to make
their maximum contribution in relation
to timber .production, water cIQnservation, and soil preservation.
An amount of £26,000,000 is being
expended on the modernization of the
railway system, including the purchase
of trucks from New South Wales, the
importation .of locomotives from Great
Bdtain, and the construction in our own
Victorian workshops of up-to-date passenger rolling stock.
Approval has been given f.or the
electrification of the line frIQm Dandenong to Traralgon, and also of the line
from Melbourne to Geelong.
Investigations are being made into
proposals for the electrification of the
Melbourne-Ballara t, Melbourne-Bendigo,

4:
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and Mellbourn~Sey.mour !:ines, and the
construction of a city' underground
railway.
These works will not be
allowed to interfere with the Government's policy of accelerating the supply
of electricity to rural centres.
The necessary land for the construction of the Upper Ferntree GullyEmerald broad gauge railway is noW
being acquired.
In co-operation with ,the Commonwealth Government, my advisers will
continue to encourage British migration.
Under the free and assisted passage
schemes, more than 20,000 British
'migrants have arrived in Victoria since
1947.
The first. party .of speciallyrecruited ra.ilway workers is expected to
arrive in a few weeks.
As pa~t of a plan to modernize Police
services, wireless transmitters will be
installed in each of the twelve newlycreated police district headquarters outside the metropolitan area, and mobile
units in these districts will be equipped
with wireless sets. When fully operating
the scheme will extend to provincial
cities and country districts the police
protection already provided in the
metropoli tan area by radio-con trolled
units.
As one of its earliest measures, the
Government will submit a Bill to amend
the Superannuation Act to provide for
a further 'increase of 25 percent. in the
base rate of each unit of superannuation.
Amen dm en tsto the Public Service
Aot to be introduced will include clauses
removing anomalies rela ting to the
granting of furlough to public servants.
New legislation to improve the penal
system will be ·submitted by my
advisers. All the best features of the
English Borstal system and of other

Speech.

overseas training systems will be intruduced in the training centres being
established at Langi Kal Kal and French
Island for young offenders between 'the
ages of seventeen and 21 years.
Despite difficulties due to shortages
of materials and labour, progress with
the construction, of hospitals, nurses'
quarters, infant welfare and pre-school
centres has steadily improved. The
building programme for these works, in
both the country and metropolitan
areas, will be expanded this year.
Legislation to provide for the establishment of a Mental Hygiene Authority
will be introduced. Many sections of
the community will be represented on
the Authority.
The legislation will
ensure a neW ,outlook for patients and
in the prevention and treatment of
mental disorders. Provision will be
made f·or separate accommodation for
ex-service personnel whose mental condition is not accepted by the Repatriation Commission, now or at any future
time, as being due to war service.
Measures to be taken by the Department of Health in co-operation with
registered dentists will eventually make
available adequate dental treatment tf)
school and pre-school children throughout the State.
To alleviate the difficulties of housewives in need of assistance, efforts are
being made to encourage municipal
councils to extend the home-help scheme
which is operating in some suburbs.
Greatly increased financial aid will be
given to councils for this purpose.
Experiments in slum abolition have
proved successful and the Governmen t
intends to proceed vigorously with this
urgently needed reform. It is intended
to rebuild closely settled areas, leaving
adequate prov.ision for parks and playgrounds.

Goverrwr's
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Houses are now being built in
Victoria at the rate of 18,000 per
annum. The Housing Commission has
completed more than 11,000 houses, and
it has 3,200 under construction.
A feature of the CommissioQn's
activities has been its country housing
programme.
More than 3,000 houses
have been erected in 86 country towns,
and 1,000 are under construction.
It is proposed that the Housing Commission should purchase overseas 1,000
houses to supplement its local building
programme.
Legislation will be submitted to provide that homeseekers, including tenants
of Housing Commission homes, who
purchase houses through existing financial insUtutions may obtain the benefit
of Government guarantee up to 90 per
cent. of the value of the home. Steps
are being taken to accelerate the valuation of additional Housing Commission
properties to facilitate their purchase
by tenants.
This scheme will be supplementary to
the extensive programme at present
being carried out by the co-operative
housing societies.
The policy of the Government 111
pioneering the importation of coal and
housing rna terials has proved very
successf.ul.
In accordance with its
expanding decentralization plan, the
Government now proposes toO submit a
Bill to authorize the Minister-in-Charge
of Ma terials -to subsidize impor.ted
material for decentralized factor.ies in
country areas. The funds available f.or
subsidies f this nature will be increased
by £2,000,000.
lit is also intended to reLax buildmg
controls relating to country factories,
amenities, and institutions, except in
certain areas where marked industrial
expansion is creating an acute country
housing shortage.

1950.]
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My advisers will intensify their efforts
to ovez,ta!ke the shortage of school
buildings and teachers' residences.
Among measures to be taken are the
purchase and erection of prefabricated
class-room units, and the provision of
additional
residences
for
marr.ied
teachers in country districts and of flats
for women teachers in consolidated
, schools.
The campaign to recruit teachers is
being continued. A two-year course of
training for primary school .teachers is
being introduced, together with universitycourses for secondary and technical
teachers.
Pursuan t to the legislation passed last
session, the Soil Conservation Authority
has now been constitUited. My advisers
will render the Authority every assistance toO enable it to carry 'out effectively
the important' work which has been
entrusted to it.
Despi te the high ruling prices for
land, soldier settlement in Victoria is
considerably ahead of the proQgress
being made in any other 91'ate.
Up to the present, 3,050 ex-servicemen have received rural rehabilitation
under the general or single-unit farm
scheme, and loans totalling £6,300,000
have been made to soldiers to purchase
farms of their own choice.
The development of the Murray valley
and Robinvale irrigation soldier settlement schemes is now well advanced, and
it is expected that the development of
the Nambrok-Denison irrigation settle..
ment in Gippsland will commence soon.
Active steps have been taken to implement the provisions of the Vermin and
N oxious Weeds Act 1949.
Landowners are now receiving valuable assistance by way of advances, the
use of departmental equipment, and facilities for buying fumigants and weedicides at wholesale prices. Eventually,

6
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the Government will assume full responsibility for the destruction of vermin and
noxious weeds .on all roads and water
easements.
Faced with the great problems of
restoring .the highways and main roads
of this State to their pre-war standard,
my advisers are taking s.teps to obtain
from the Commonwealth Government a
revision on a more equitable basis of the
revenue derived from the petrol tax.
It is imperative that the Country Roads
Board should be pr.ovided with greater
funds for improving present roads and
for extending the road system of the
State to enable the Government to give
effect to its policy of decentralized
developmen t.

The Government proposes to set
Ministry of Labour and Industry.
Ministry will also adiminister
Workers' Compensation Act, which
proposed should be liberalized and
solidated.

up a
This
the
it is
eon-

A Commission of Inquiry is to be
appointed to examine the functions and
financial responsibilities of municipalities.
The Rural Finance Corporation is now
functioning satisfactorily. The legislation under which it was constituted is
to be amended to permit the Corporation
to provide advances to build houses for
workers in decentralized secondary
industries.
Amendments to the Factories and
Shops Act will also be submitted to give
effect to the principal findings of the
Board of Inquiry, including the constitution of a wages Board for rural
workers.
A Bill relating to the franchise for the
Legislative Council will be brought forward.
Among other legislation to be submitted during the session will be a measure to improv~ the quality of bread

Speech.

and to abolish the zoning of deliveries, .
and Bills relating toWeights and Measures
Statute Law Revision
Goods (Textile Products)
Juries
Legal Aid
Nurses
Medical (Cancer)
Pure Foods
Trustee (Investment)
Transfer of Land
Melbourne Harbor Trust
Metropolitan Meat Supply
Geelong Harbor Trust
Teaching Service
Crown Land Development; and
Valuation of Land.
The Government will co-operate with
the Federal Government in implementing
and strengthening anti-Communist legislation.
MR. PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL:
MR. SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:

I desire to emphasize that to-day, perhaps more than ever before, there is a
need f.or all Christian people to rally
and unite in an effort to further goodwill
and understanding in the community.
With this thought, I now leave you to
the discharge of the high and important
duties with which you are entrusted in
the earnest hope that Divine Providence
may guide your deliberations and further
the welfare of the people of the State.
Copies of the Speech were handed by
the Governor's Private Secretary to the
President and the Speaker.
His Excellency and suite withdrew, and
members of the Legislative Assembly
retired from the Chamber.
The sitting was suspended at 3.2 p.m.
until 4.58 p.m.
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MELBOURNE HARBOR TRUST
(HOUSING ADVANCES) BILL.

STATUTE LAW REVISION
COMMITTEE.

Sir JAMES KENNEDY (Minister of
Public Works).-In order to preserve
the privileges oOf this House, and in
accordance with the Standing Orders, I
move. f'or leave to bring in a Bill to
amend secUon 38 of the Melbourne Harbor Trust Act 1938.

Sir JAMES KENNEDY (Minister of
Public Works) .-By leave, I move-

The moQtion was agreed toO.
The Bill was brought in and read a
first time.
ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS
COMMITTEE.
The PRESIDENT (Sir Clifden Eager)
laid on the table his warrant appainting
the Honorables W. J. Beckett, G. L.
Chandler, P. P. Inchbold, Sir James
Kennedy, P. J. Kennelly, G. S. McAI'Ithur
and A. E. McDonald as the Committee
of Elections and Qualifica Hons.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

That the following members of this
House be appointed members of the Statute
Law Revision Committee:-The Honorables
P. T. Byrnes, A. M. Fraser, ·G. S. McArthur,
A. E. McDonald, F. M. Thomas, and D. J.
Walters.

A similar proQvisioOn applies to this committee as applies to the Public WoQrks
Committee, except that the Act stipulates the appointment of a committee
of twelve members, six of whom shall
be members of and shall be appointed
by the Council.
The motion was agreed to.
LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
The Hon. P. J. KENN~LLY (Melbourne West Province) .-By leave, I
moveThat leave of absence be granted to the
Honorable William James Beckett for one
month on account of urgent private
business.

The motion was agreed to.
The PRESIDENT (Sir Clifden Eager)
The lion. P. J. KENNELLY (Mellaid oQn the table his warrant nominating bourne Province) .~By leave, I movethe Honorables Sir William Angliss,
That leave of absence be granted to the
G. L. Ohandler, Paul J'ones, and William Honorable John William Galbally for three
MacAulay to. 'act as Temporary Chair- . month on account of urgent private
business.
men of Commi,tiees.
The motion was agreed to.
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE.
Sir JAMES KENNEDY (Minister of
Public WOl'ks).---'By leave, I moveThat the following members of this
House be appointed members of the Public
Works
Committee:-The
Honorables
Trevor Harvey and H. V. MacLeod.

Under the proOvis·ions oOf the Public
Works CoOmmittee Act 1935, members of
this committee ceased to hold office when
the Assembly was dissolved on the 13th
of April last. Section 4 of the Act provides that as saan as practicable after the
commencement of the first session of
every Parliament a jaint committee of six
members shall be appointed, and that
twoQ oOf thase members shall be members
of and shall be appointed by the
Council.
The motion was agreed to.

ROYAL COMMISSION ON
COM.MUNIST PARTY.
Sir JAMES KENNEDY (Minister of
Public Works) presented the report of
the Royal CoOmmission inquiring into the
origins, aims, objects, and funds of the
Communi-st party in VictoOria and other
related subjects.
It was ordered that the report be laid
on the table.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

The PRESIDENT (Sir Clifden Eager).
- I have toO report that His Excellency
the Governor attended the House to-day
and was pleased toO make a Speech, of
which, for grea,ter accuracy, I have
obtained a copy.
As the Speech is
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printed, I take it that honorable members do not desire that I should read it
to them.
The Hon. H. C. LUDBROOK (Ballarat
Province).-I -move--

Address-in-Reply.

attributes was his appreciation of the
points of view of his fellow men. As his
personal friend, I hav'e been extremely
gratified to hear the tributes paid to him
by members of all parties in this House.
In my opinion the policy of the
That the Council agree to the ·following
Address to His Excellency the Governor in Government, as outlined in the G-overreply to His Exc.ellency's opening Speech:- nor's speech, is one of wisdom and vision
and shows a full appreciation of the
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY:
necessity for the development of VicWe, the Legislative Council of Victoria, toria. Despite the records that have
in Parliament assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and been achieved in housing, social services,
to thank Your Excellency for the gracious and decentralization the foremost plank
Speech which you have been pleased to in the Government's policy is further
address to Parliament.
development and decentralization. The
The people of Victoria lare indeed PfJoud future of Victoria depends upon the
and honoured to have as the representa- development of the rural areas, followtive of Our Most Gracious Sovereign ing which there must be increased prossuch a distinguished soldier and gentle- perity in secondary industries.
man as His EX'cellency, Sir Dallas
One reason why we have not achieved
Brooks. Since His Excellency has been maximum production in the past has
in the State, he has travelled exten- been shortage of coal. Therefore I am
sively, and in the course -of those visits happy that the Government proposes to
he has endeared himself tro the hearts import a further 880,000 tons of coal
of a'll sections of the community. We to keep the wheels of industry turning.
feel that his stay in our midst will Many factors have contributed to the
cemenit tile' bonds of 'loyalty and shortage of coal in Victoria, but if more
devotion to His Majesty and the Mother tolerance, more compromise, and a
Country that already exist. We trust that greater appreciation of the other perhis term of office as Governor of son's point of view had been shown we
Victoria will be helpful and profit- would have gone a long way towards
able not only to himself but also to solving the problem.
all sections of the community. We
The development of the Latrobe
thank G-od that our Most Gracious
Sovereign, King George VI., has valley, in which all political parties have
been restored to good health.
He definitely been interested, wil~ assist
certainly has been a great in-spira tion, greatly the prosperity of Victoria. All
not only to us, but also to all other members know what that development
members of the British Empire.
We will mean and I trust that when the
h-ope the visit of the Royal Family to subject is debated in this House the sole
Victoria will eventuate in the near object in view will be the development
future so that we shall have an oppor- of Victoria, so that the scheme can be
tunity of expressing' our devotion and carried out on the very sound foundation
laid by previous Governments.
loya~ty to His Majesty.
Many features in the Governor's
To be entrusted with this motion is a Speech are commendable. I do not provery great compliment, not only to my- pose to analyse them in full, but I should
self but to the Ballarat Province, which like to make some observations. DesI have the honour to represent. When I pite the handicaps under which the
became a member of the Legislative Agriculture Department has been workCouncil I realized the tremendous respon- ing in the past because of shortage of
sibilities that I had accepted, particularly man power, a committee has been set up
in view of the fact that I was following' to advise the Government on the milk
in the footsteps of a very dignified and pasteurization legislation that was
efficient gentleman in the person of' the enacted in the last session. The comlate Hon. A. J. PittafJd, M.L.C., who gave mittee will advise the Government on
50 years of self-sacrificing service to the the facilities at hand for milk pasteuripeople of Victoria. One of his greatest zation and also on the issuing of extra
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permits. I am confident that when the
system is put into operation Victoria
will have a safe milk supply.
The proposed establishment Qf two
dairy colleges, one in the Western District and the other in Gippsland, should
meet with the approval of all country
members. Farmers realize to-day that
their profession is a science, and those
two colleges will help to give them the
knowledge which they are seeking. The
establishment of those institutions will
assist to keep in the country districts
young people who are now drifting to the
city. One has only to be associated with
the y.oung farmers' movement, as i have
been, to know how young people are
thirsting fQr the knowledge that these
colleges will provide. I applaud the
Government on its very forward move.
The establishment of the research
institute at Werribee will satisfy a
long-felt want. People interested in live
stock realize that if we do not catch up
with some of the animal diseases they
will soon catch up with us. As an
exporting country we are concerned,
because if we do not watch our step we
shall be importing meat. We hope to
bring intoQ this country many thousands
of migrants but we should not overlook
the fact that we shall have to provide
food for them.
I trust that the Agriculture Department realizes the necessity of providing
more veterinary services in Victoria.
To-day, in Australia, there is only one
veterinary officer toO every 1,000,000 head
of live stock, but in Denmark there are
150 veterinary officers to every 1,000,000
head of live stock. Denmark is one of
our greatest competitors as far as the
dairying industry is concerned. I hope
the Government will consider the
advisability of seeking the services of
veterinary officers from Denmark where
there are highly qualified men who desire
toO CoQme to Australia. I know that at
present there are certain academic
obstacles, but I am sure that they can be
surmounted.
I congratulate the Government on its
foQrward move with regard to the Eildon
weir and the Robinvale irrigation
project. When those schemes are fully
completed some of the finest country in
this State will be opened up and
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thousands of migrants will be assured
of a good livelihood. The Government
has shown fore sigh t in examining the
possibility of obtaining overseas tenders
for the work. If it is successful those
projects, which mean so much to the
development of Victoria, will be completed eight or ten years sooner than
would have been possible under normal
conditions.
The Government is to be commended
on its establishment of the Soil Conservailion Authority. Soil erosioQn is causing
tremendous damage in Victoria, our
reservoirs and streams are becoming
silted up and replacement is increasingly
costly. The Government's decision to
educate settlers to overcome their
difficulties and to make it possible for
them to hire large earth-moving plant
toO combat the tremendous menace of soil
erosion is commendable.
I congratulate the Government on the
establishment of the Vermin and Noxious
Weeds BQard, particularly in view of the
fact that in the near future it is proposed
that the Board shall control all roads
and byways. I am looking forward to
the time wh€n f.armers will be subsidized
fQr the purchase of wire netting to
combat the rabbit pest. In my opinion,
that is very necessary, because the way to
combat the rabbit is not to keep it out
but to keep it in.
The Government proposes to -reorganize
the railways, and it is to be corrimended
on standing up to that responsibility.
With the importation of 1,000 skilled
workmen, particularly as houses are to
be provided for them, and of railway
trucks and other equipment, together
with other reforms, we will have a very
efficient transport system.
The Penal Department particularly
interests me, and I am pleased that it is
proposed to introduce the Borstal system
at Langi Kal Kal and other institutions.
Although I was not in favour of the
IQcation of an establishment, at Langi
Kal Kal I feel that the introduction of the
Borstal system will pay handsome
dividends. It will Qffer young people-I shall not call them criminals-who
have never been given a chance, some
opportunity in life. Their lapses have
been due to lack of dign.ity in their fa'mily
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Hfe. If members could see the 'results of
the Borstal system in New South 'Wales
they would -give the Government all the
assistance possible to introduce that
system in Victoria. When our present
system is being reorganized the Government should consider the establishment
of a first off.enders' home. 'Whenchil~dren
are committed ,from the children's courts
to the care of the Children's Welfare
Department they are then transferred to
private ins'titutions which have neither
the facilities nor the finance to give the
children the training to which they are
entitled.
I speak as a special magistrate with
24 years' experience, and as one who has
been associated for a long time with one
of the largest homes in Australia. I f.eel
that juvenile first offenders have suffered
a grave injustice. If the Government, in
its wisdom, would give consideration to
this matter and seek the co-operation of
the Children's Welfare Department in
providing a home with training facilities
for young offenders, there would be no
regrets. That is something which has
been lacking in the Department for many
years.

Address-in-Reply.

the facilities necessary for all they would
like to accomplish. When the reforms
recommended in Dr. Kennedy's report
are brought into operation we shall have
a system to be thankful for.
I hope the Government will give consideration-I do not see any mention of
it in the report-to the question of
making provision for the transfer of
children from cottages at Kew Mental
Hospital. Their state is lamentable.
Good work is being done at J anefield
and Stawell, where the ages range from
three for children to twenty for adults.
Patients should be graded in age groups.
The home at Royal Park is supposed to
be for the transfer of children to private
institutions.
Unfortunately, however,
private institutions cannot handle them.
In that home there are a number
of children who are not receiving proper
treatment owing to lack of facilities.

At this stage I should like to congratulate those responsible on the wonderful work being done at Travancore Development Centre. A survey
has been made in Victoria over
the last two years, showing that over
1,000 children are needing psychiatric
The reference in the Speech to hos- examination, and that before they can
pitals and the Department of Health is be analysed they must wait from eight
commendable. The provision of ameni- to ten months. The number of such
ties and facilities to encourage the best clinics should be at least doubled. I
class of young woman to adopt nursing commend the Government on the estabas a profession will accomplish much for lishment of those that exist. I underthe benefit of the community. The stand that it is now the admirable intenGovernment's interest in tuberculosis, in tion to develop the idea of hostels. Last
cancer research, and in the provision of . year the Government established a hostel
Formerly
travelling dental clinics for the treat- for mentally retarded girls.
girls
on
their
discharge
from
Travanment of children's teeth, is praiseworthy.
core at eighteen years of age had noI was pleased to notice that the new Hos- where to go, but they now have 'a hostel
pitals and Charities Commission proposes from which they can progress, under
the expenditure of £2,500,000 on the supervision, into normal private life.
development of new hospitals. I feel Thus ,they are able to learn something
that the .Commission is doing a tremen- of the dignity of family life, which is so
dous service for the community.
I sincerely hope
necessary for them.
I read with very great interest the the Government will enlarge rtha t w.ork.
report of the eminent psychiatrist, Dr.
I t was pleasing to me to read in the
Kennedy, and I trust that his recom- Speech .of the forward move the Governmendations will be· put into ,effect as soon ment proposes to make in education.
as possible. I do not want to detract The chi'ldren of to-day are the men and
from the wonderful services rendered by women of to-morl'ow. It is gratifying
the present Director of Mental Hygiene that the Government in1tends to make
and his staff, who, although they have proper provision for homes for head
served the community well, have not had m'asters in the country. It is necessary,
The H on. H. C. Ludbrook.
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if teachers are to take an interest in
community life in the country, for them
to develop their own family Hfe, and
they cannot d.o that unless they have
homes of theiT own.
I am gratified that encouragement is
to be given by means of scholarships for
young teachers to attend the university
to improve their qualifications. Un-'
doubtedly the Education Department
should have a more gener.ous system of
scholarships, including the provision of
sustenance. The average citizen to-day,
particularly the man in the low-wage
group, finds it impossible t.o provide for
his children the opportunities to which
they are entiltled.
The Government
should take a gener.ous view in offering
additiona'l scholarships so that young
people o~n enjoy extended opportunities.
There 'a're other features .of the
Govern.or's Speech which I commend to
honorable members, and I trust that
when the various items are being discussed the Governmenlt will receive the
full co-opeTation of the House.
The
proposals put forward are in the best
interests of the development .of the
State and of the impr.ovement of the
future of all sections of the community.
The Hon. C. E. ISAAC (South-Eastern
Province).-I have the honour to second
the motion.
In doing so I wish to
associate myself wHh the sentiments
expressed by the mover, Mr. Ludbr,ook, towards His ExceLlency the
Governor, Lady Brooks, and Miss
H was noticeable that when
Brooks.
His Excellency and his 'family 'made
theiT first public appearance in Victoria
they insltantly gained the goodwill of the
whole community-a goodwill Which, I
'feel sure, has developed into genuine
affection. I ,eomp1i,m~nt Mr. Ludbrook
on his very fine speech. It was obvious
that the knew what he was talking
about, and he gave us infurmation which
he was well quaLified to give. He has
very kindly left a few matters [or me,
and I p~opd'se to deall with them only
briefly.
One subject that Mr. Ludbr.ook did
deal with fully was agricultural
research. Here is a thought I would
like t,o put' rto honorable members,
following a recent visit to New Zealand,
where I saw the ra'tiher wonderful
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Massey Agricultural College at Palmerston North. The ,college' 'is . part of the
university and the teaching of agri.;.
cultural science has been' !transferred to
country districts. Students at'the college
can continue to the degree standard. I
wondered if it would,' be'·' ,possible to
decentralize the University 6f Melbourne
to the extent lof transferring the Sch.ool
of A'gricul'ture to a .,country centre,
where tlle environment would be most
suitable. I suggest that this thought is
worthy of serious consideration.
Mr. Ludbrook referred to the proposed
extension of irrigation projects in
Victoria. A major difficulty confronting
the State Rivers and Water Supply
C.ommission, 'in c.ommon with other
Departments, is the retention of the
scientific and technical staffs. It behoves
the Government to give serious consideratton to making .conditions sufficiently
a ttractitve to ret'ain in the Sta te the
se-rVlices lof the expert officers on wh.om
'the pr.ogress of m'any of our major
developmental works depends.
This
subject Istrikes at the foundation of the
development of water c.onservation in
this IState.
Forest conserya tion has been left for
me to deal with because members realize
that I have always taken a special
interest in the subject. On numerous
occasions I have directed attention t.o the
excellent work that the: Forests Commission is doing. The' Commissioners,
the field staffs, and all other employees in
the Department are doing work that they
tove and the preservation of Victor,ian
fr)reSlts :is 'in the hands olf the right
people. J: have previously mentioned the
qualifications possessed by the Commissioners and the divi's~.onal inspectors,
which enable them to direct the
specialized ,work of afforestation.
As
fUTther opportunities to dis'cuss forestry
problems will probably arise later, I
shaH not deal with the subject further
at this stage.
I do not think members realize the
seri0us thought and attention given by
the State Electricity Commission to the
extension of electricity services throughout the country. Members will .probably
be interested -in· the reply I received
from an 'inquiry .of ,the Commission for
some details of ,co.untry extensions. In
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the last three years more :than 50,000
new consumers in Vtktoria were provided with electricity supply. Of that
number 34,000 were outside the ·metropolitan area 'and 16,000 inside it. These
figures indicate the valuable assistance
[that is 'being extended to country disrtricts. In the three years :prior to the
last walr, whikh was a period of most
active rural development, 35,000 new
oonsumers were connected to the State
Electricity Commission mains. Of these
consumer's nearly 18,000 were in the
metropolitan area 'and 17,000 outside.
A,s an ,indication of the extent to
which avaHable supplies of materials
are being allocated by the State
Electrioity Oommission to country districts, I have been informed 'that
1,950 poles were erected in the metropolitan area as against 8,236 outside.
There were nearly 57 miles of lines
erected in the metropolitan area and 520
miles outside; and 33 sub-stations were
constructed in the metropolitan area as
against 341 outside the area.
The Hon. G. L. CHANDLER.-What is
the Commission's definition of the
metropoli tan area?
The Hon. C. E. ISAAC.-Undoubtedly
it :would mean Grea ter Melbourne,
but I am not 'aware .of ,the met'ropolitan boundaries set :by the Commission. I should imagine they would be
the novmal suburban boundaries. The
figures indicate that attention is being
given to the extension of electricity
supplies outside the metropolis.
All members are interested in the cooperative housing soeieties movement,
and the' progress that has been made in
the comparatively short period in which
the societies have been in operation is
worth recording. There are now 142
co-operative housing societies in Victoria,
with a total membership of more than
14,000. Although the first society did
not make its initial advance until March,
1946, 3,700 dwellings had been erected
by the end of March, 1950, and 4,600
were in the course of erection. At that
date 'the number of advances approved
and subsisting totalled 6,046, 'for an
!aggregate amount of .£7,800,000.
The
liability under the Treasurer's guarantee
is now £17,110,000. It is obvious that
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co-operative housing societies in V.ictoria
are making a valuableeontribution to the
solution of the housing problem.
Mr. Ludbrook referred to the Government's education programme. It is a
problem in which members have always
taken a keen interest, particularly Mr.
Paul Jones, who has made numerous
speeches on the subject, and I have
de'alt with the problem frequently. The
most important phase requiring attention
is the recruitment of teachers, because
the State is far behind the number
required.
The training course for
teachers has been for 'many years of
only one year's duration, which is much
below the training given in other Startes.
It i,s now to be increased to t,wo years,
which is a big i'mprovement.
It is necessary to make conditions
sufficiently attractive to get the right
people into the Teaching Service. In the
last few years considerable progress has
been made in improving salaries and
conditions for teachers, more particularly
since the Tea,chers Th-ibunal was
appointed. We have reason to be pleased
with the improvements made in the
State's eduoation services. A few years
ago Victoria was at the bottom among
the States in respect of the amount spent
per head of population on education, but
now it is up among the leaders in
Australia. It has been my privilege to
see the education system in operation in
every State in the Commonwealth,
including Tasmania, and recently I
inspected the New Zealand .system. I
have noted where improvements could be
made in our system in various directions.
The Soil Conservation Authority,
which was also referred to briefly by Mr.
Ludbrook, has one aspect of responsibility to which very little thought has
been given, but which in my opinion is
the most important part of its obligations. I refer to land utilization, that
is, the use of land for the purpose for
which it is best suited. We know that
much land in Victoria is not used in the
best interests of either the State or the
owner of the property.
The Hon. WILLIAM SLATER.-Should we
not follow the example of the Bdtish
authorities, who take salutary aotion
against farmers who do not properly
utilize their land?
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The Hon. C. E. ISAAC.-I am not
speaking of land usage--the way in
which the land is treated-but of the use
to which the land is put for agricultural,
forestry, water conservation,· or other
purposes. That is the big job to which
the Soil Conservation Authority must
apply itself.
In addition to devising
measures to combat soil erosion, the
Authority should prepare a plan to
ensure the best use of the land. That
task should be attacked as soon as practicable.
I support the remarks of Mr. Ludbrook
regarding the control of vermin and
noxious weeds. It is a matter closely
connected with soil conservation. We all
have some knowledge of the effect of
rabbits in accelerating soil erosion; that
is a job to be tackled by this or a future
Government.
Finally, I wish to discuss the functions
and responsibilities of municipal councils.
Many members of this House have had
experience in municipal work, and,
whether they are still councillors or not,
they will sympathize with the municipalities in that those bodies have an
almost impossible job to maintain the
services for which they are responsible,
with the inadequate revenue available for that purpose.
Not only has
revenue been taken from municipalities,
but they have been given extra responsibilities.
All that has been done to
improve their financial position is to give
them power to levy up to a higher maximum rate.
The Hon. WILLIAM SLATER.-Much
revenue is taken from metropolitan municipalities to support the fire brigades,
but that is a responsibility which should
fall upon the insurance companies.
The Hon. C. E. ISAAC.-I repeat that
revenue has been taken from the municipalities while their responsibilities
have been increas'ed, and it is time that
the matter was taken up in a proper way.
It was stated in the Governor's Speech
tha t a commission of inquiry is to be
appointed to examine the funotions and
financial responsibilities of mUnICIpalities. Such an investigation is urgent
because a number of councils will be
unable to carryon if some financial
relief is not given. Their expenses for
road making and other activities have
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risen by more than 100 per cent.,
while the field of taxation left to
them is small. It is unquestionable
tha t the Government will have to assist
them.
The proposals put forward by the
Government, as outlined in the Governor's Speech, are wise and far-reaching,
and I hope they will receive the support
of Parliament.
On the motion of the Hon. P. J.
KENNELLY (Melbourne West Province), the debate was adjourned until
Tuesday, June 27.
ADJOURNMENT.
Sir JAMES KENNEDY (Minister of
Publlic Works}.-I move-That the House, at its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday next at half-past Four o'clock.

The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 5.56 p.m. until
Tuesday, June 27.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEl\fBLY.
Tuesday, June 20, 1950.

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT BY
COMM]SSION.
Proceedings commenced alt 11 -a.m., by
the Clerk reading His Excellency the
Governor's
Proclamation
convoking
Parliament.
The Usher of the Legislative Council
a.ppeared at the Bar, and intimated that
the Commissioner appointed by the
Governor to open Parliament (His
Honour Mr. Justice O'Bryan) requested
the attendance of members of the Legislative Assembly in the Chamber of the
Legisla:tive Council to hear the Commission ,read for the ,commencement and
opening of this present session of
Parliament.
Honorable members, accompanied by
the Chief Officers of the House, proceeded .at once tlo the Chamber of the
Legislative Council.
On the return -of members to the
Chamber of the Legislative Assembly,
the Commissioner was introduced, and
took his seat.

, Sweati'ftg of

1.f

TASSEMBLY.]

,SWEARING OF MEMBERS.'

District.

The Com·mission .(da ted the 16th of
1950) appointing 'Mr. Justice
O'Bryan to 'administer the oath of
allegiance to m'embers of the Legislative
Assembly was read by the elerk.

June~

The Clerk announced that he had received 65 writs issued 'by His Excellency
the Governor. f·or the election of members to serve in Ithe Legislative
Assembly for the several districts of the
Sta te, with the na'mes of the members
elected duly endorsed thereon.
The members
follows:District.

Albert Park
Allendale
Ballarat
Barwon
Benalla
Benambra
Bendigo
Borung
Box Hill
Brighton
Brunswick
Camberwell
Carlton
Caulfield
Clifton Hill
Coburg
Collingwood
Dandenong
Dundas
Elsternwick
Essendon

were

sworn,

as

Member.

Pal1:rick
Keith
Sutton.
Thomas
Russell
White.
'f,homas
Tuke
Hollway.
Sir Thomas Karran
Maltby.
.. . Frederick
Albert
Cook.
Thomas
Walter
Mitchell.
Leslie
William
Galvin.
Wilfred
John
Mibus.
George
Oswald
Reid.
Walter
Raymond
Tovell.
Peter
John
Randles.
Robert
Kirkham
Whately.
WilHam
Peter
BaI'lry.
Alexander
Henry
DenneH.
Patrick
J·oseph
O'Carroll.
Charles Mutton.
William
J'ohn
'Dowers.
Willia'm
Roy
Dawnay-Mould.
William John Farquhar McDonald.
J·ohn Don.
George Fewster.

Evelyn

Members.
Member.

Ronald
John
Lecki'e.
John
Joseph
Footscray
Holland.
Geelong
James
McRae
Dunn.
AlbeI'lt Eli Lind.
Gippsland East'
Gippsland North .. William
Oliver
Fulton.
Gippsland South .. Herbert
John
Thornhill
Hyland.
Gtppsland West
J·ames
Leslie
Cochrane.
Glen Iris
Leslie
George
Norman.
Goulburn
Joseph
Henxy
Smith.
Grant
Alexander
John
Fraser.
Hampden
Henry
Edward
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Sunshine
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Earnest Morton.
Richard
Kea ts
Brose.
A'rchie Michaelis.
Sir George Hodges
Knox.
John
Gladstone
Black McDonald.
Ernest,
Alfred
Shepherd.
John
Alexander
Hipworth.
Edward
Russell
Tho mas
Reynolds.
Ronald
Wrilliam
Mack.
John Lemmon.
WHlia·m
John
Buckingham.

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.
The CLERK.-The House will now proceed to the election of a Speaker.
Sir GEORGE KNOX (Scoresby) .-1
move-That the Hon. Archie Michaelis do take
the chair of this House as Speaker.

I have pleasure in nominating the
honorable member for St. Kilda. Since
he was first elected a member of this
House in 1932, the honorable member
has gained the respect of every member
who has been his colleague in this
Chamber. Over several periods he has
officiated as temporary Chairman of
Committees, and in that capacity he displayed skill, knowledge and tact, which
are the basic attributes so necessary for
one who i·t is proposed should hold the
high office of Speaker. Over the years,
the honorable member has manifested
great sincerity in his representation of
the important constituency of St. Kilda
and if he is elected, I feel sure that he will
display that impartiality and the other
great attr,ibutes that are so essential for
the successful occupation of the chair.
The institution of the Speakership is
fundamentally based on the principle that the Speaker, in the execution
of his duty, knows no party. If . the
honorable member is chosen for this
high office I feel certain that we shall
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be able to look back with pride to the
period during which a man of his high
calibre occupied the chair.
Mr. REID (Box Hill) .-1 have pleasure in seconding the nomination of the
Hon. Archie Michaelis as Speaker, arid I
support wholeheartedly the sentiments
expressed by the honorable member for
Scoresby. I cannot claim such a long
parliamentary association with the honorable member for St. Kilda as .can the
honorable member for Scoresby, but
during the long personal association I
have enjoyed with Mr. Michaelis, I have
learned to respect him as a man of integrity, and I know that he will uphold the
dignity of the office of Speaker. I can,
however, speak with authority as a member of the last Parliament. The honorable member acted frequently as temporary Chairman of Committees during
the life of that Parliament and I feel that
I am expressing the views of all who
were then members of the House when
I say that he displayed impartiality,
courtesy and dignity in that office. Those
are the qualities that are looked for in
the Speaker of this Assembly, and I have
every confidence, with the honorable
member for Scoresby, that if the Hon.
Archie Michaelis is elected, he will carry
out his duties .in accordance with the fine
tradition of former Speakers of this
House.
.
Mr. MICHAELIS (St. Kilda) .-1
accept nomination, and submit myself to
the will of the House.
As there was no other nomination the
Clerk declared the honorable member
for St. Kilda duly elected as Speaker, and
Mr. Michaelis was conducted to the chair
by his proposer and seconder.
The SPEAKER (The Hon. Archie
Michaelis) .-1 desire to return my
humble acknowledgements to the members of this House for the great honour
which they have been pleased to confer
upon me by ejecting me as Speaker.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Premier and Treasurer).-May I be the first to congratulate you, Sir, on the very high honour
that the House has conferred on you,
and to add my personal tribute to those
of the honorable member for Scoresby
and the honorable member for Box Hill.
You and I are among the few survivors
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of the 1932 election. Since then we have
been colleagues in this House and I have
had a tremendous admiration for the
work that you have done in this Parliamentary institution. I am confident that
your impartiality and fairness will be
appreciated on both sides of the House.
I add my personal congratulations and
wish you a long term in the Chair, which
is a more comfortable position than that
whioh I now occupy. I trust that you
will preside over a happy Assembly and
that you will be long spared to occupy
the high office which the House has seen
fit to confer upon you.
Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-On behalf
of the Opposition party, I desire to join
with the Premier in extending congratulations to you, Sir, on your elevation to
the position of Speaker. I have had the
pleasure of knowing you ever since you
became a member of this House. With
the honorable member for Scoresby, I
feel certain that you will display impartiality, tact and judgment, which are
essential qualifications o.f a Speaker. I
recall an incident that occurred during
the Speakership of the late Sir Alexander
Peacock, who was probably one of the
best Speakers this House has had. On
one occasion when the House was confronted with a difficult problem Sir
Alexander said: "That is my decision
for to-day; let to-morrow take care of
itself." When problems are tackled in
that spirit, difficulties are overcome.
You, Mr. Speaker, will have your
problems, but I am confident that, in
your inimitable way, you will solve them,
at the same time displaying impartiality
and courtesy to all members. I wish you
well, and hope that you will enjoy a long
term of office as the Speaker of this
House.
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-On
behalf of the Country party and myself,
I join with the Premier and the Leader
of the Opposition in congratulating you,
Sir, on a ttaining the high office of
Speaker. Into your care has fallen the
very onerous and responsible duties
associated with the conduct of the business of this Heuse. Members are quite
confident of your ability to carry out
those duties with impartiality. We trust
that your term in the chair will be
happy.

Speaker.

Sir THOMAS MALTBY (Minister m
Charge of Electrical. Undertakings).Mr. Speaker, as your immedia te predecessor I wish to add my personal congratulations on your. appointment. All
your patience and endurance will be fully
tested, but I feel that under all the
stresses and strains you will fulfil the
duties of your high office with dignity
and to the satisfaction of the House. I
wish you happiness in your Speakership.
Mr. LEMMON
(Williamstown).Mr. Speaker, I add my congratula.tions on
behalf of the rank and file of members
regardless of the places in which they
are seated at present .. I do so because
like other honorable members, I have
had the pleasure and privilege of regarding you as a colleague. With the
greatest respect to the members of your
party, may I say that you have stood out
as a student of procedure and parliamentary practice in this Chamber and
have always been keen to uphold the
precedents of the Hous'e. The knowledge that you possess will better equip
you to discharge the important duties
of your high office in these days of
ohallenge to Parliamentary institutions.
You, Sir, are now the First Commoner
in the land; you are also the head of the
first court of the State of Victoria. I am
certain that you will live up to the traditions of the high position that you now
occupy. Might I say that if you do as
well as did your immediate predecessor
you will do Wiell. You, Sir, are one of
Nature's gentlemen.
I congratulate you on your election to
the Speakership and I express the hope
that you will display the same impartiality as you extended to honorable members when you acted as a temporary
Chairman of Committees in the last
Parliament. I wish you complete ~uc
cess in the discharge of your duties.
The SPEAKER (The Hon. Archie
Michaelis) .-1 extend my very sincere
thanks to the Premier, the Leader of the
Opposition, the Leader of the Country
party, the Minister in charge of Electrical
Undertakings, and the honorable member
for Williamstown, for the kindly
sentiments expressed by them, and to my
mover and seconder and all the members
of the House for the high honour
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they have done me in electing me Speaker
of this House. It will be my first endeavour to carryon the traditions maintained by my predecessors, two of whom
are still members of the House. I shall
not hesitate to seek their opinions and
advice.
The position of Speaker is not an easy
one; indeed it may become very difficult,
as the eyes of the people of Victoria will
be on this Parliament during the next
few years. I hope that all honorable members will see that nothing
is done or said that can be seized upon as
an attack upon this Parliamentary institution of which we are all so proud. That
is not solely a matter for the Speaker,
who is only the humble instrument of the
House; it is a matter for all members,
and therefore I confidently look for the
support of the Leaders and members OIf all
parties during what may be a very difficult session. If I make mistakes I am
sure that honorable members will regard
them as mistakes of judgment and not
of intention. I shall endeavour to carry
out my duties impartially and to the
benefit of members on both sides of the
House.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Premier and Treasurer).-I desire to inform the House
that I have already ascertained that His
Excellency the Governor will receive the
Speaker in the Libr,ary at 2.15 p.m. this
afternoon. I should like as 'many members as possible to accompany the
Speaker. His .Excellency has particularly
requested that as many new members
as poss'ible should meet him; therefore,
I hope that all new members and as
many older members as ,find it convenient
will attend.
The sitting was suspended at 12.6 p.m.
until 2.36 p.m.

The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis) took the chair and read the
prayer.
PRESENTATION OF THE SPEAKER
TO THE GOVERNOR.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
l\Uchaelis).-I have to announce that I
this day presented myself. to His

to the Governor.
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Excellency the Governor and that His
Excellency was pleased to address me
as follows:Mr. Speaker,
I have much pleasure in congratulatlng
you upon your election to the high and distinguished office of Speaker.
The able manner in which you have
always discharged the various duties you
have undertaken during your parliamen tary career proves the wisdom of the
members of the Legislative Assembly in
choosing you as their Speaker.
I have every confidence that you will
fulfil the duties of that high and important
office in a worthy and dignified manner.

STATE OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
The Usher of the Legislative Council
brough t a message from His Excellency
the Governor desiring the attendance of
honorable members in the Chamber of
the Legislative Council.
The House, headed by the Speaker,
proceeded to the Council Chamber.
The sitting was suspended at 2.40 p.m.
until 4.35 p.m.

DEATH 'OF I".DHE HONORABLE
WILLIAM HUGH EVERARD.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Premier and Trea'surer).-By leave, I m'ov€-That this House expresses its sincere
sorrow at the death of the Honorable
William Hugh Everard, and places on
record its acknowledgment of the valuable
services rendered by him to the Parliament
and the people of Victoria as member of
the Legislative As·sembly for the electoral
district of Evelyn from the 15th of
November, 1917, to the 12th of April, 1950;
Minister of the Crown; Chairman of Committees from 1932 to 1934, and Speaker
from 1934 to 1937.

I feel that I am voicing the feelings of
members on bOith sides of the Hou~le
when I say that the late Honorable Willia'm Hugh Everard' enjoyed the personal
friendship and regard of all his fellow
members.
His kindly disposi1tion, his
jovi,ality, his deep human interest in
others, 'and his good-natured banter
made him a striking and popular
personality.
It has been the privilege of few men
to repr·esent an electorate in this State
for such a lengthy period as did Mr.
Everard. For more than three decades
he was .the guide, philosopher and friend
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of the people in the Evelyn electorate,
irrespeotive of whether or not they were
of his political persuasion: Similarly,
in this House, he held the affection of
all members, no matter to which party
they belonged. His acts of kindness and
his generous nature broke down political
barriers. In many respects he could
rightly be regarded as a man of the
people, one who sought at all times to
do his best for his electoM te 'and to
mak~ this State a better place in Which
to live.
That Mr. Everard lived a full and
useful Hfe and took life as he found It
must be admitted by all who followed
his long career in Parliament. I cannot
recall his having made 'One uncharitable
utter.ance in this Chamber, but 1 can
reeollect his numerous acts of human
kindness. As Speaker of this Assembly
he held t!he respect and confidence of
aU members. He has passed on, leaving
\vith us many cherished memories. To
his relaitives 1 'extend the sincere
sympathy of 'vhe House.
Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-On behalf of
my colleagues and myself 1 join with the
Premier in expressing our sorrow at the
passing of our ·old friend, William
Everard.
He was a picturesque fig1ire
in this Pa rli aim en t for more than 30
years, having been elected for the first
time in 1917.
Always he represented
his electorate to the best of his ability,
and adopted a human approaoh to the
many problems which confronted him in
this institution.
The interests of Evelyn were at all
times predominan't in Mr. Everard's
efforts in Parliament, and the representaUons :of his constituents always
received his closest attention.
Mr.
Everard was a type of member that this
institution ean .ill afford to lose. He had
a human 'as well as a practical side;
he had more ·than the .ordinary degree
of honesty and sincerity ,and always
served to the best of his ability those
whom he represented for so long, irrespective of their political views.
Possibly the greatest compliment that
can be paid to Mr. Everard is t'0 say
tha,t he n.ot only held Evelyn when the
tide was running with him, but he also
held it when the tide was running

William Hugh Everar.d.

str.ongly the 'Other way.
He was a
Minister in the short-lived Macfarlan
Ministry which occupied the position of
a "caretaker" Government for about a
month. You, Mr. Speaker, and your
immediate predecessor, the honorable member for Barwon, know something of the difficulties of holding a seat
in those circumstances. Mr. Everard
always retained the confidence of the
people in his district.
On behalf of my colleagues and myself,
I express appreciation of the valuable
services Mr. Everard rendered to Victoria. 1 extend to his relatives this
though t: he ably played his part in this
Parliament.
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).I desi're to associate myself and
my party colleagues with the motion
subm·i tted by the Premier. We all
regret rthe passing of Mr. Everard
for he was the type of member this
House can ill afford to lose. His qualities
endeared him to an; he had a wide knowledge of his fellow men 'and extensive
experience of the difficulties that confronted not only the people he represented, but also the residents of other
parts of the State. Mr. Everard travelled
throughout the State ,and obtained a
wide knowledge of the country districts.
In his llong service as a member of this
House he gained valuable experience of
the problems whioh confront all classes
of people.
I recall the strong representations he
made on behalf of his constituents when
1 had the honour to hold Ministerial
rank. Mr. Everard was not a member
of my party, but we all had a soft spot
for him. To us he was affectionately
known as " Bill Everard. Possibly the
new members who were sworn in to-da:'i
did not know Mr. Everard very well, but
all the older members had the greatest
respect and affection for him. The
C~)Untry party joins with the Premier and
the Leader of the Opposition in paying
respect to his memory and associates
itself with the expressions of sympathy
to his relatives.
Mr. LECKIE (Evelyn) .-1 cannot
allow this occasion to pass without adding my tribute, on behalf of the people
whom the late Mr. William Everard
II
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represented' so ably for very many years,
to those· already voiced by previous
speakers. As his successor in this House
I cannot speak from personal experience
of his parliamentary activities. When
Mr. Everard first entered Parliament in
1917 he was associated with my father
in this Chamber. I am only too well
aware of the work that Mr. Everard did
in his constituency, and I realize how
difficult he has made it for his successor
to live up to the reputation which he
built up in the electorate. Some members excite the admiration of their constituents, some enjoy their respect, but
it falls to few members to win thf>
genuine love of those whom they represent, no matter from what walk of life
they come. I sincerely' support the
motion.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
MichaeIis).-I wish to associate myself
with the tributes fu'at have been paid
to the mem'ory of the late member for
Evelyn.
In my opinion, the strongest
attribute by which Mr. Everard will long
be remembered was -his genuine kindheartedness.
Many times I have seen
him, in the Libnary and elsewhere in
the precincts of this House, approach
visitors or strangers Who appeared to
be at a loss to know where to go or
what to do, and to ex!tend a helping'
hand. If they desired to see the building, he was always prepared to show
them around. He gave the best of his
store of knowledge of fue traditions and
history of this 'institution. In every way
he tried to please his constituents. As
one who enjoyed the privilege of his
friendship during many years in this
House, I express my sympathy with his
sorrowing relatives.
The motion was agreed to in silence,
honorable members standing in their
places.
DEATH OF THE HONORABLE SIR
ALBEltT ARTHUR DUNSTAN,
K.C.M.G.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Premier and Treasurer).-By leave, I move-That this House expresses its sincere
sorrow at the death of the Honorable Sir
Albert Arthur Dunstan, K.C.M.G., and
places on record its acknowledgment of the
valuable services rendered by him to the
Parliament and the people of Victoria as
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member of the Legislative Assembly from
the 21st of October, 1920, to the 14th of
April, 1950; Premier of Victoria from the
2nd of April, 1935, to the 14th of September,
1943, and from the 18th of September, 1943,
to the 2nd of October, 1945; and as the
holder of other offices as a Minister of the
Crown.
.

As 'an honorable members know, the
lalte Sir Albert Dunstan was a dominating force in this Parliament Ifor 25
years. He rose to the highest position
in the State, and he retained 'that high
post f.or a record peri-od of years. No
other Premier of VictoQria occupied a
simHar position for so long. During my
eighteen years O'f parliamentary life, I
was both his colleague and his political
opponent. In each of those capacities I
always admired his tremendous energy,
[or.thrightness and the dogged determination wi:th which he advanced the
views he considered toO be right.
Sir Albert Dunstan was a f.orceful
debater 'and a skiUul political tactician.
He was imbued with a keen desire to
press country claims and foster country
in terests.
He had the distinction of
being the Premier of Victoria during a
time when many events became history
of this State. He served in a number
of Ministries.
Undoubtedly he was a
great driving force in his own party and
alsoQ in this House; he was probably the
greatest poHtical student e\ er known in
this Sta1te.
To Sir Albert Dunstan
poliHcs was an all-absorbing interest.
To the members of his family I extend
the sympathy of the Governmenlt and of
members on both sides of the House.
Mr. CkIN (Northcote).-J desire to
support the motion Q1f sorrow at the
dea.th of Sir Albert Dunstan, who was
ass 0 cia ted with this Parliament for
more than 30 years. It is true, as the
Premier said, that probably no man in
this Parliament applied himself more
diligently to his parliamenta.ry work
than did the late honorable member,
whose qualifications were outstanding.
It can be s,afely said that he had no
distraotions in his politicai life. He was
a ,good family man; he had a fine f.amily
and a good home. From the time Sir
Albert Dunstan became a member of
this House in 1920, he devoted himself
and his industry to this inS'titution and
.to politics.
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He had qualities which no other man the public life of Australia in our time.
in this Parliament has had.
He Like a soldier in the Army he died
possessed thalt great attribute of being serving his country.
able to adapt himself to circumstances
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).as he saw them and to utilize them,
I
join
with
the
Premier
and the Leader
as he thought, in the best interests
of the State. As the Premier a,lso . of the Labour party in the sentiments
pointed oUlt, Sir Albert Dunstan was they have expressed concerning my late
Premier of Victoria for ten years and he friend and colleague, Sir Albert Dunstan.
was a m'ember of various Ministries In many ways, he was an extraordinary
almost continuously from 1930 until man. He had a record of service with the
1947, with the 'exception of a couple of State that will, I think, stand for many
years during the time our party was in years. In one way or another he was able
office. In addition to the P'remiership, to sense what people would be thinking
he occupied the offices of Minister of in twelve months' time, and often he was
Lands and Minister of Health, and held able to ma'ke his plans 'according to what
other portfolios.
In the l,ast Ministry he anticipated would ta~e place at some
with which Sir Albert Dunst'an was future date. That was one of his great
associated he made what appeared to be attributes.
a minor portfolio a ,major one. Nobody
Another outstanding characteristic of
can dispute tha t.
the late Sir Albert Dunstan was his
Sir Albert Dunstan was looked upon honesty. After his long term in public
as one, of the most astute and indus- life, where the searchlight is played not
trious public men to grace this Parlia- only on a man's public activities but on
ment.
If he had applied himself to his private affairs also, not one person
walks of life other than politics, he could have any valid criticism of his
could have been successful. He rose actions. His labours for our party were
from humble surroundings. Working on extraordinary. The' amount of work he
the land in the early years of his life he encompassed for the party as a political
By
was what may be described as a strug- force was almost unbelievable.
gling settler. Having won his spurs, he country people generally he will be long
became a member of this House. In 1920 remembered for the legislation that his
he won the seat of Eaglehawk by a liberal Government implemented in
slender majority against the late Mr. order to alleviate many of their problems.
Tunnecliffe. From that time, as a mem- He took his courage in both hands and
ber sitting on the cross benches-at one effected adjustments t'o enable men on
stage with three followers supporting a the, land, irrespective of whether they
Labour Government-he progressed in were closer settlers or soldier settlers,
politics until ultimately he became Pre- to carryon in a much happier way than
mier. Although it was suggested when had been their lot for many years
he became Premier in 1934 that his previously.
Government would not last three months,
As the Leader of the Labour party
he remained in office for ten years. That said, Sir Albert Dunstan developed minor
record was a tribute to his astuteness portfolios into major ones. As a result
and qualifications.
of his work in the Department of Health,
I join with the Premier in saying that reforms that he evolved are already in
the State has lost one of its most capable operation. That progress was accomstatesmen. To his widow and his family, plished as a result of his knowledge and
who are a great credit to him, I convey experience and the very human qualities
my sympathy. For many years Sir Albert he possessed, because he had a soft spot
had known that he was suffering from a for the underdog. His work for the
complaint that might end his life Royal Melbourne Hospital will be a
suddenly. He died in harness just as, I permanent memorial to his memory. 1
believe, he would have wished. This believe that no other member of
Parliament can with great respect point Parliament would have had the courage
to the service of one of the most capable to face up to the responsibilities which
and extraordinary men who have graced he shouldered.
Mr. Cain.
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We of the Country party feel very
keenly the loss we have suffered. I
desire to pay this special tribute to his
memory. When I became Leader of the
Country party, he stood by me in all my
difficulties and troubles. He gave me all
the support it was possible for a man to
give another. In this House we treat
one another as colleagues and friends.
When I heard the news of Sir Albert's
dea th, I found that he and I had been
much closer than I had previously
realized. I am sure that this Parliament
is the poorer Jar his passing. I join with
the Premier and the Leader of the Labour
party in their expressions of sympathy to
Lady Dunstan and the other members of
the family.
Mr. TURNBULL (Korong).-As the
present member for Korong, I support
the motion. The late Sir Albert Dunstan
was an excellent representative of the
electorate of Korong. He was an ardent
advocate of country interests. At all
times, he was approachable and happy
to serve his constituents in whom he took
a personal interest. I am sure that no
member could have served his electorate
better than did Sir Albert Dunstan.
The SPEAK'ER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-I should like to add my
expressions of sympathy with Lady
Dunstan and the other members of the
family of the late Sir Albert Dunstan.
In addition to being in every way a
realist, Sir Albert had another quality
which I think endeared him to many
people; he was a bonny fighter. He
never knew when he was beaten, and
whether one agreed or crossed swords
with him, one knew that he would put
up the fight of his lifetime for what he
believed to be right. Such a quality we
cali admire in any man. Sir Albert waS
for many years a notable figure in Victorian politics, and I have no doubt that
long after those members who are present to-day have passed on, history will
recall his accomplishments. In the meantime he will remain a living memory
with those who associated with him,
first in his capacity as a private member,
later when he became a Minister, and
more especially when he was Premier.
The motion was agreed to in silence,
honorable members standing in their
places.
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DEATH OF THE HONORABLE
FRANOIS EDWARD OLD.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Premier and Treasurer).-By leave, I moveThat this House expresses its sincere
sorrow at the death of the Honorable Francis
Edward Old, and places on record its acknowledgement of the valuable services
rendered by him to the Parliament and the
people of Victoria as member of the Legislative Assembly for the electoral district of
Swan Hill from the 19th of November, 1919,
to the 3rd 'of October, 1945, and as Minister
of the Crown from 1923 to 1924, and from
1935 to 1943.

Frank Old-as he was affectionately
known to members on both sides of the
House-was one of the pioneers of the
Country party. By virtue of his ability,
he became a Minister of the Crown in
various Governments and served in that
capacity for a long period. In the early
days of his association with Parliament,
Mr. Old was Minister of Railways and
Minister of Agriculture and later he held
the portfolios of Minister of Water Supply and Minister in Charge of Electrical
Undertakings. He was an ardent advocate of the national benefits of irrigation
and did a great deal towarqs the extension of the irrigation system in Victoria.
He believed that the rivers and streams
were vital to the progress of primary production in this State, and' he evolved
plans for a larger measure of control
of streams.
Mr. Old's efforts resulted in the formation of trusts composed of local residen ts. Among the schemes which were
launched during his period of office and
which remain an outstanding tribute to
him were those by which improvements
were made to the Latrobe, the Avon and
the Snowy rivers. ,I am sure that honorable members generally will agree with
me when I say that the late Frank Old
was a staunch and sincere advocate of
country interests-a true son of the
soil. On behalf of the Government I
desire to extend sincere sympathy to his
widow and the other members of his
family in their bereavement.
Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-I wish to
support the motion submitted by the
Premier regarding our late friend and
colleague, Frank Old. Mr. Old was not
a member of this House for a few years
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prior to his death, but he is affectionately
remembered for the friendship he displayed during the long period of his
membership.
Apart from his deep
interest in water supply and irrigation
generally-an interest that was due to
his close association with the development of the Murray valley-he performed outstanding work when he acted
as Premier while the late Sir Albert
Dunstan was abroad in 1937. At that
time the Labor party was supporting
the Government· of the day and I had
many opportunities to learn of Mr. Old's
ability to fill the position of Acting Premier. At one period that Government
was 'faced with troubles at Wonthaggi
and I was ~m.pened to pay a oompliment
'Vo Mr. Old for the Imann~r in which he
handled the situa Hon.
He was human, underst'anding, and
tactful, and so possessed the fundamental
quali1ies ·of leadership. ThI'oughout his
Ministerial experience, the late Mr. Old
was looked upon as a most affable and
decent type of man. I join with the
Premier in extending deepest sympathy
to the w.idow and other members of the
familly in their bereavement. Mr. Old
suffered -a lingering illness, such as
causes much more worry to a family
than when death 'occurs suddenly, as it
did with Sir Albert Dunstan and Mr.
Everard.
The members of our party consider
that this Parliament and the State
as a whole owe a debt of gratitude
to the late M'r. Old, and tha1 his family
will 'realize that while he was in the
service of the State he acqui't,ted himself
most creditably, more particularly in the
interest's of the people in the northern
part of Victoria.
(Shepparton).Mr. McDONALD
When I first beoame a member of this
Assembly the late Mr. Frank Old was
my political mentor.
My association
w~th him was marked by real friendship
and -affection. I soon learned to appredate his sterling 'character, his' very
generous nature and the wide knowledge
he possessed as the result of long
experience. He did much 'for Victoria,
especially when he was responsible for
the administration of water supply and
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electrical undertakings. When explaining the provisions of any Bill of which
he was in charge, he never failed to
i'mpart worth-while inf.ormation. That
was an outstanding ch-aracteristic based
on his inrtimate knowledge of the public
Departments over which he had Ministerial conwol.
Moreover, he never
hesitated to assist other members of
this House whenever he could. As an
irrigator I, with many others, formed a
high opinion of Mr. Old's practical
experience of irrigation. He evinced a
real interest in us as settlers and was
able to effect practical improvements in
water supply administration generally.
By his death the members of the
Country party have l'Ost a great friend
and a sincere colleague. I join with the
Premier and the Leader of the Opposition in expressing sympathy to the
relatives.
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH (Honorary Minister).-I desire to join with the
Premier and other members who
have spoken to the motion regarding the late Mr. Frank Old. I knew him
for many years, and I am aware of the
splendid w'Ork he performed on behalf
of the Swan Hill electorate. The services he rendered for 27 years, not only
to that electorate, but to the State as
a whole, will long be remembered by
those who were acquainted wJ.th him.
Mr. Old, Who had many sterling qualities, was one of the pioneers of the
North. His efforts in the early days
were of a monumental character, and
they wiH make a substantial contribution
to the welfare o'f new settlers in the
electorate he represented so well.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-I should like to add my
tribute to the late Frank Old. Although
I had no personal e~perience of his work
for the constituency he represented, I
remember him well as a loyal member
of this Assembly. He was a very kindly
man, always willing to render invaluable
assistance to new members, and to make
them feel at home. I was one of many
to whom he 'was most courteous, out of
a desire to make them au fait with the
forms and procedure of the House. As
has already been pointed out, Mr. Old
was a capable Minister of the Crown, and
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a keen advocate of the requirements of
his electorate. I join with those who have
alreac;Iy expressed their sympathy to the
sorrowing family.
The matior. was agreed to in silence,
honorable members standing in their
places.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Premier and Treasurer).-I move-That as a further mark of respect to
the memory of the late Honorable William
Hugh Everard, the late Honor,able Sir Albert
Arthur Dunstan, and the late Honorable
Francis Edward Old, the House do now
adjourn until to-morrow, at half-past Three
o'clock.

The m'otion was a,greed to.
The House adjourned at 5.13 p.m.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEJHBLY.
Wednesday) June 21} 1950.

The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis) took the chair at 4.8 p.m., and
read the prayer.
COMMISSION TO SWEAR MEMBERS.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis) informed the House that he
had received from His Excellency the
Governor a commission authorizing him
to administer the oath of allegiance to
such members as had not already taken
and subscribed the same since their
election.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis) .-1 understand that it is the
general desire of the House to proceed
with the election of a Chairman of Committees. I, therefore, call for nominations.
Mr. FRASER (Grant).-I m,oveThat the honorable member for Borung
(Mr. W. J. Mibus) be appointed Chairman of Committees of this House.

In submitting this nomination I do not
feel that it is necessary for me to extol
the many virtues of the honorable member for Borung. He is well known and
highly respected by all members of the
House. He is of irreproachable character and his ability is undoubted. He
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has a clear knowledge of parliamentary
procedure, and I have no doubt that, if
appointed, he will discharge his duties
at all times with dignity and in keeping
with the high standard set by 'previous
occupants of the office. He has been a
member of the House for six years, and
during that period has faced four elections in his constituency.
On each
occasion the electors of Borung have returned him to the House. It is quite
dear, therefore, that those who elect him
hold the honorable ,member in the same
high regard as do members of this House.
I have very much pleasure in submitting
the motion.
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dandenong).
- I feel it is a privilege ,to second the
motion of the honorable member for
Grant in favour of the appointment as
Chairman of Committees of this House
of the honorable member for Borung.
Mr. Mibus by his deportment in this
House has shown us exactly that he will
discharge the duties of the office of
Chairman of Committees with dignity
and efficiency. It gives me great pleasure
to second the motion.
The SPEAKER.-Does the honorable
member for Borung accept nomination?
Mr. MmUS (Borung).-I am conscious
of the honour done to me in proposing
me for the position of Chairman of Committees, and I accept nomination and
leave the decision with the House.
The SPEAKER.-I have to announce
that the time for submitting nominations
has expired, and, as the only proposal
made is that for the appointment of the
honorable member for Borung, I declare
him elected as Chairman of Committees.
Mr. HOLLlVAY (Premier and Treasurer).-I should like to congratulate the
honorable member for Borung on his
appointment to the very high and
honorable position of Chairman of Commi ttees. I feel perfectly certain that he
will carry out his duties fearlessly,
impartially, and in accordance wi1:h parliamentary traditions. I do not know
how long he will retain the office, but so
long as he does so I am sure he will be
a credit not only to himself, but also
to the Parliamentary institution. On
behalf of myself and my colleagues I
congratulate him heartily on the
position he has attained.
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Mr. CAIN (Northcote)-I join with
the Premie.r in extending congratulations
to the honorable member for Borung on
his elevation to the office of Chairman
of Committees. As the proposer said,
the honorable member has been a member of the House for six years. He may
be described as a rather silent member
on the floor of the House, but in the
Chair, of course, he will be expected to
be extremely silent. I hope he will have
no occasion to be otherwise. Also I hope
he will have a' long term of office, because I believe that he will fill the post
efficiently and with dignity, while serving the interests of all members wherever they may sit.
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).I join with the Premier and the Leader
of the Labour party in congratulating
the honorable 'member for Borung on
attaining the high office of Chairman of
Committees of this House. I am sa tisfied tha't he will carry out the duties with
diligence and impartiality, so that the
high traditions of the position in this
House will be maintained.
Mr. MIBUS (Borung).-I thank the
Premier, the Leader of the Labour party,
and the Leader of the Country party for
their ,remarks concerning me.
I am
deeply conscious of the high honour conferred on me by honorable members in
electing me Chairman of Committees.
In that office it will be my sincere endeavour on all occasions to uphold the
dignity of the House and of the office,
and to act in a strictly impartial manner.
ROYAL COMMISSION ON COMMUNIST
PARTY.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Premier and Treasurer) presented the report of the Royal
Commission on the Communist PaI'lty in
Victoria.
It was ordered that the report be laid
on the table and be printed.

WANT OF CONFIDENCE IN
MINISTERS. .
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).I desire to give notice fu·at to-morrow
I ·will 'mloveThat the Government does not possess
the confidence of this House.

in Ministers.

The SPEAKBR (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-Are there 'any other notices
of motion?
Mr.
REID
Speaker--

(Box

Hill).-Mr.

Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-I rise to a
point of order. Definite notice has been
given ·of a motion rto be ·m'Oved tomorrow.
We expect Ithe Premier, as
Leader of the Government, to indicate
what he ipI'loposes Ito do.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Premier and Treasurer).-I was just about to ask. the
Leader ofrhe Opposiiii'on Whether he is
associated with the motion of which
notice hals been ,given.
Mr. CAIN.-I am.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-In that case, I shall
propose that the House ·adjourn. However, I w1ould. :askfhe Leader of the
Country party who, apparently, has the
numbers, whether he is prepared to
peI'lmit a somewhat longer adjournment
than until to-morrow. Is 'he agreeable
to 'an adjournment of :the House until
Tuesday next?
Mr. LEMMoN.-Let us go straight
ahead.
The Government has no
right 11:0 remain in office for a
moment longer.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I think that Ifor an
important discussion of the kind indica ted some time should be given 'for
preparation, and, aUhough Thursday is
a formal meeting day, it is not usual for
the House to sit on that day at ,this
early sltage of the session. Lf the Leader
of the Country 'party 'is insistent-as one
would think he is-on the motion in
question being debated as soon as
'possible, I would suggest that .inS'tead of
the House assembling to-morrow morning, a 'SHglh1lIy 'llo_nger interval should be
determined.
I1;t lWould be a gesture ·I)f
courtesy to the Government H 2.30 p ..m.
w'e're fixed as the hour of meeting.
Mr. CAIN.-Eleven is the ordinary
hour of :meeting f.or a Thursday
morning.
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Mr. HOLLWAY.-! am merely suggesting that the Government should be
accorded Ithe courtesy IOf a ,couple of
additioOnal hours to 'enable ilt to prepare
its case.
Mr. GALVIN.-You would need Ilonger
than that to prepare a case.
HOLLWAY.-The
honorable
Mr.
member has just given an additional
reason for my proposal that an extra
hour or two should be granted, and I
suggest that the Leader of the Country
party should agree to the House m~et
ing at 2.30 p.m.
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).I understand 'that on such oOccasions as
the present the custom has been fur the
House to adjourn untiJ the. 'fiollowing
day.
I appreciate, of courS'e, the importance of the step proOposed to be
taken, but my view is that 'the sooner
the House has an opportunity to express
its opini1on and record a decision on the
motion that wiU be submitted tomorrow, the bet'ter, bea'ring in mind that
tmany honorable memhers reside in rural
areas. I am 'certain, too, that the
Government itselti ,would like the matter
dealt wi tl1 tpromptJly. The Premier has
not given any reason f.or requesting a
longer adjournment ·of the House other
than 'that of enabHng 'the Government to
prepare its case.
Since precedent
lays down that following notice of the
submission of a want-of-confidence
motion in a Government, the House
should adjourn until the following day,
and as-to meet the convenience of
country members-the customary hour
of meeting on that day is 11 a.m., the
Premier will no doubt appreciate and
accept the position.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Premier and Treasurer).-I have no alternative. The
Leader of the Oountry 'Pa'rty has the
numbers to pas'S any motion he desires
to submit, and I am prepa,red to bow
vo the will O'f the House. Therefore, I
m'ove-That the House, at its rising, adjourn until
to-morrow, at half-past Ten o'clock.

The motion was .agreed toO.
The House adjourned at 4.26 p.m.
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LEGISLATIVE ASSElVIBLY.
Thursday, June 22, 1950.

The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
l\lichaelis) took the chair at 11.7 a.m.,
and read the prayer.
WANT OF OONFIDENCE IN
MlNISTERS.
Mr. McDONALD
I mov,€:--

(Shepparton).-

That the Government does not possess the
confidence of this House.

I wish to remind honorable members
that since the 'last session -of Parliament
there has heen a number .of changes, and
I think it is fair to say that the Government is responsib1e f.or the position in
which the House finds itself to-day. The
Premi,er and his Government decided to
goO to the people bef.ore the effiuxion of
the life of the last Parliament, and made
the main issue the question of a twoparty system in politics as the on~y
means of ensuri t1g stable goOvernment In
this State. That statement cannot be
denied. Members 'On the Opposition side
of the House had no choice, as the
Government decided that matter for us
and the electors. Wha t was the decision
of the electors? The Liberal Government's party nominated 65 candidates,
and they were defeated in 38 electoOrates.
That was the answer oOf the people; they
refused to give the Government the mandate it sought.
The neXlt point I wish to emphasize is
that in the last Parliament, the Government party had 32 members in this
House; now it has 27. By the Leader of
each of the three parties the issue made
at the last election was that of
stable government.
The Leader of
the Labour party made statements
seeking the support of the people;
he said that his party would proOn behalf
vide stable government.
O'f my party, I gave the same pledge and
the same promise--that it was our
desire toO provide stable .government.
The real question is, how is stable
government to be provided? The present
Government has done nothing whatsoever on that particular score other than
to ta,ke the S'tand that it went as the
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Government party to the people.
It
came back from :the Assembly election
as the largest of the three parties. However, from its own numbers, it is not
in a .position to proVlide stable government. Those are the fundamental facts
Wlhich cannot be denied.
As a result of the present situaUon
there is real concern in the minds of
the people of Victori'a as to how stable
government can be provided.
The
Government hasm·ade no statement on
that soore, so, to-day, it is necessary to
clarify the position to see what course
of action this House will take. I consider it my duty to clear the position,
not only in the best interests of this
Parliamentary in'stitution, but also in
the best interests 'Of every section of
the community, because I am sa tisfied
tfuat the Government does not possess
the confidence of the House. Any Government that could do what the present
Government has done--I do not intend
to discuss details at present, because
they may be dealt with later in the
debate---cannot carry :the support of
this House or of the people of the
Sta,te, and the people made thei'r deci'sion
by refusing to support it.
The election issue made by the Liberal
party was one which, i'f the people had
accepted the views of the Liberal party,
would have meant the extermination of
my party. Very properly, the people
chose not to accept that political outlook, so we .are back in this House,
charged with the honorable responsibHity of doing our. best to provide stable
government in the best interests of the
State. 1'hose are the facts, and I propose to confine my remarl~s entirely to
them. It is for Parliament--and not f.or
any particular interest outside-to
decide what is :to be done. I am not
concerned with what is being said about
me personally by one or two or,gans of
the 'press-I refer to the Sun N ewsPictorial, the Herald, and some press
commentators.
The responsibility is
not theirs; it is mine.
'Mr. CAIN.-Ours.
(Sheppa,rton).Mr. McDONALD
That responsibility wiU be discharged
as my party has always discharged its
duties in this House, that is, without
fear or fa1vour.
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Mr. HOLLwAY.-Even Mr. Kennelly,
who is in the gallery, is frowning.
(Shepparton).Mr. McDONALD
I have already said it is necessary to
clarify this issue.
Undoubtedly, the
issue is very important. The members of the Government recognize the
fate that will be theirs, and they do
not like it. I claim 'On behaU of the
Oountry party that our record in this
Parliament lis one that can be envied.
The Country party' Government, suppOI'lted by the Labour party, gave this
State ,perhaps the best administration
that it· has ever had. At the last
election the Liberal party Government asked the public for· its decision and it got its answer. It was
returned 'vo this House wah 'a reduced
number of members. The Country party
Government was responsible for every
major development work in this Sta!e.
It was an Administration which, for Its
integrity and honesty, could not be
questioned, and it provided stable
government.
That Country party
Government holds the record of having
held office for a longer term than any
other Ministry. Because of those facts,
my party has chosen to test the House
so as to clarify the position and to do
its honorable best to provide stable
government in the best interests of all
sections of the community.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-Is the motion seconded?
Mr. BARRY.-Yes.
Mr. CAIN.-Yes.
Mr. HOLLwAY.-Mr. Speaker, I wish
to know who is seconding the motion.
Mr. CAlN.-I second it, but I do not
wish to speak at this stage.
The SPEAKER.-The Leader of the
Opposition has seconded the motion, but
he reserves his right to speak at a later
stage.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Premier and Treasurer).-Mr. Speaker, I think that in
the whole history of this Victorian
Parliament, there could hardly have
been a more discreditable action than
that of the Leader of the Country party
in submitting this motion of want of
confidence.
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Mr. BARRY.-Have you forgotten what
happened in 1947?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-In 1947 the Country
party and the Liberal party were allied,
and they have been allied ever since.
Now, a want-of-confidence motioOn has
been submitted by the Leader of a party
discredited and defeated by the people
of the State. It is a party which during
the very short time that it has been led
by its present leader has been reduced
in numbers from 27 to 13 members; in
the last two years, the number of its
members has been decreased from 20 to
13. The Country party represents in
this Chamber 10 per cent. of the electors
of the State, yet, by a discreditable
manoeuvre it is now linking up with
those whom it has regarded as its traditional opponents. In the Federal sphere
those two parties are opponents. However, in this State they are now linking
in an attempt to destroy the present
anti-Socialist Government.
When one considers the reason why
the Liberal and Country party and the
Country party brokle in this State in the
first place, one realises how discreditable
is the present transaction; it indicates
a cynical disregard of the wishes of the
people. When the peopl'e voted for the
Country party, they believed that they
were voting for an anti-Socialist party.
Instead of that, it now transpires that
the Country party proposes to take
office under the direction of the Socialist
party, and it will carry out, I would
assume, what the SociaUsts tell it to do.
Mr. CAIN.-If that is in the interests
of the State, what is wrong with it?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I do not wish to
argue with the Leader of the Opposition
this morning. I think that what he is
doing is, according to his light, a perfectly good piece of political strategy.
He did not plan the manoeuvre; it was
planned in Canberra by Mr. Arthur
Augustus Calwell.
Mr. CAIN.-Don't be silly.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-It was planned with
the idea of driving a wedge between the
Liberal party and the Country party in
the Federal sphere. I say to Mr. Calwell
that if he did have anything to do with
it the move will fail.
Mr. FuLTON.-You are the chief architect of destruction.
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. Mr. HOLlIWAY.-The honorable member for Gippsland North should be the
last member to mention anything of that
kind in this Chamber, for he is taking
part in the prostitution of a great institution. When I think of the kind of humbug
he and his .party colleagues are about to
perpetrate !l have no hesitation in saying he is the last man who should talk
in those terms. The move ahout to be
made will fail. There will be no wedge
driven between the Libera'l party and
the Oountry party in the Commonwealth
Parliament. Despite the interjections of
Opposition members .I want t{) keep this
debate on a high toOne.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-I ask that the Premier be
heard in the same silence as the Leader
of the Country party was heard. We
want the debate to be continued on a
high level, and to that end I remind
honorable members on both sides of the
House that the leyes of the people of the
State are on them. The people are looking to see how their representatives here
conduct themselves in the present circumstances. Honorable members should
remember that fact and refrain from
in terjecting.
Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-On a point of
order, Mr. Speaker, that may be so, and
I agree with aH you say. I shall do the
best I can to carry out your wishes, but
if anybody's name outside this Parliament is about to be mentioOned the statements to be quoted should be true.
There should be no utterance that is untrue. Mr. Calwell has not been in this
State Parliament, nor has he expI'lessed
any opinion on the matter now before
u~.

The SPEAKER.-There is no point of
order.
.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Premier and Treasurer).-I was pointing out that the
Socialist obj:ective in this present
manoeuvre is to drive a wedge between
the Liberal party and the Country party
in the Commonwealth sphere, and I have
said that that move is doomed to failure.
No such splitting of the parUes win take
place. I come now ,to the fact that the
present move is for the Labour party to
support a discredited remnant of thirteen
members of this House, representing
only 10 per cent. of the people of the
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State, and not having one member representing a constituency within 50 miles
of the metropolitan area. Both the
Country party and the Labour ;party
have perpetrated a fraud on the people
of Victoria. The Leader of the Country
party, speaking on the 13th of March
this year, denied that there was any pact
with the Labour party. The press report of his utterance statedThe Country party has no pact or understanding with any other political party, the
Leader of the Country party Opposition
(Mr. McDonald) said to-day.

Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-It was
perfectly true then.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-As showing how
cynical and dishonest this transaction is,
on the 12th day of May--on the day before the election-the Leader of the
Labour party declared that if his party
did not get a clear majority it would not
support any other party in office, but
would go into Opposition. The peop'le
of Victoria ave entitled to honest government, and they are entitled to know
what sort of government they are getting. On the 11th of May, two days before the election-and this again shows
what a deliberate fraud the present
arrangment is-the Leader of the
Country party said, in an article which
he wrote himself, or which some one
wrote for him-The Country party has not deviated from
its stern opposition to Communism, dictation, and regimentation, and has at all times
supported active measures to eliminate this
menace from our way of life.

He went on to sayIt will not countenance the policy of any
party whose objective is the socialization of
industry, production, distribution, and exchange.

In other words, he went to the people
saying, in effect, "We will not make a
ba'rgain with the SociaHsts," but now
at the first opportunity, without giving
one concrete reason why the Government of the country Slhould be changed,
he submits, with the connivance of the
Leader of the Labour pa'rty, a -motion
of no confidence in the Government.
What he said before the election about
the Leader of the Labour party, and
wha1t that Leader said about him, show
how unnatural the alliance is. It is unnatural not only in the parliamentary
sense, hut a.J:so in the indust'rial sense.
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The ·protest made by a large number of
important unions yesterday showed that
it is not .popular even with the Labour
movement.
It may be -good business to get rid of
my Government; it may be ,that the
most dishonest means may be used to
achieve that purpose, but I believe that
the average trade union~'St wants above
all things in hls Parliament and in his
union to have business conducted
honestly. Noone can say it is honest
for the Leader of the Labour party to
declare on the day before the election
that he would not support any other
party, and later too agree to support
the Country party. In other words, he
induced the people to vote for his party
on the distinct understanding that he
would not repeat the dark days of the
Dunstan Government, when the State of
Victoria descended into the doldrums,
the 'education system and the railways almost fell to pieces, and the
Public Service generally, particularly
the teachers, were underpaid. There
was complete stagnation, as a result of which we are now suffering
from power and coal shortages. All the
work planned by the present Government, as set 'Out in the Governor's
Speech, including the development in
the Latrobe vaUey, should have been
done in the years before the war.
Mr. CAIN.-You were in office from
1943 to 1945.
Mr. HOLLWAY.---,We were -there only
during the war. I am saying that aU
that great work ,should have been commenced in 'the wasted years of
" Dunstanism."
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-It was
commenced in those years.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-There was a lot of
t8llJk about ,gasification of coai, but
nothing whatever was done. We do not
now want to go back to those dark days
when a minority Goverumen t held the
Treasury bench. All -that can be said
about it is that it held the Treasury
bench. The Leader of the Count'ry party
has talked about stable government, but
it will be an Augean ,stable. Socialists
and an:ti-SociaUsts cannot be mixed so
as to produce stable government.
Members of the Oountry party win have
to 'ma1ke sacrifices, and will, no doubt,
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receive rewards.
They wli'L1 have to
sacrifice everyone of their political
principles, and every vestige O'f their
political integrity will go by the board.
They could have ,m'ade this move in the
last Parl'iament, twelve monthlS ago, but
instead they deliberately withheld acnion
so that their F'ederal coLleagues could
cHmb into power in the Commonwealth
Parliament on the back,s of members of
the Liberal party. A more cynical piece
of bargaining cannot be i'magined. Let
us see what one prdminent member of
the Labour movement has to say about
the Country party. He was referring
to the possibiUty of a coaLition between
the Liberal and Country party and the
Count·ry party.
Mr. CAIN.-Is he ,a member of thi,s
House?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-He is not. He is
Mr. Lovegrove, who said that Labour
would enter no coalition' with antiLabour parties, but would fight as
a Government In ,its oWn rigiht or independently for its principles and policy.
The State platioI1m of the Australian
Labour party lalid down that the Leader
of the State pa'rliamentary party be not
permitted to accept a commi'ssion from
the Governor to for·m a Governmen t
unless he had a Labour majority in the
Legislative Assembly. Mr. Lovegrove
referred to the Country party as being
political blackmailers, and exactly the
same thing was said at Canberra by a
prominent member of the Labour party,
Mr. Stan Keon, M.H.R. I believe that
criticism was abundantly justified in
view of what has now happened.
I do not propose to occupy the time
of the House at any very great length,
because there is nothing to whlich I have
to reply. The Leader of the Country
party did not even bother to ma·ke a
ca,se out against the Government; he
sa'id not one Word in criticism of the
administration, the Jegisla tion, or the
programme as outlined in the Governor's
Speech. In other words, he has the
numbers. Of course, the reason why
that is so is that he is adopting the
traditional Country 'party attitude of
.. how many worms are there in the
tin? "
Mr. DoDGSHuN.-That comes very well
from you.
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Mr. HOLLWAY.-lt may.
I know
that members of the Country party have
said that I made no approach ·to the
Coun try par'ty.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-Neither you did.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-'I'hia't is a deHberate
untruth.
I made an approach in
writing to the Country party, and
it might be well worth while placing it on record.
Almost immediately after the election, Sir
Frank Clarke, acting fully on my
instructions and with my complete concurrence, offered t'o act as an intermeidiary between the Country 'party and
the Liberal and Country party. His
approaches were rejected. I then wrote
1:0 the Leader of the Country party
suggesting that we s'hould get together
and have a chat.
Mr. WHITE.-When?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I wrote to him on
about the 10th June. I have not a copy
of that letter because it was in m~ own
handwriting. However, I do not think
the Leader of the Country party will
deny that he received that letter, which
was delivered to h'im by a mutual friend
of ours.
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-No, I
shall be quite happy to produce the
letter. In vdew of what the Premier is
about to say, Mr. Speaker, I think it is
only fair that I should make a personal
explana11- In.
.
The SP,E~KER.-The Leader of the
Count'ry p'arty may nol make a personal
ex.planation- now; he may make it only
after the letter has been quoted.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I am 'trying to
clear up the criticism that the Lib~ral
and Country party remained aloof from
the Country party. Actually the rever:se
Is the case.
Mr. FULTON .-Wals any letter sent to
the party?
Mr. HOLLW AY.-No letter was sent
to the party, but if the honorable member will permi t me to continue I shall
explain the whole of -this transacmon.
r wrote to Vhe Leader of the Country
par.ty, who received the letter on about
Friday, the 9th of June; after receiving
the letter he came to see me in hospital
and we had a friendly di'scussion. He
informed m'e that it was quite useless
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my making any suggestions whatever
because of the discussions ,1Jha. t were
proceeding with the Lahour party.
. Mr. McDoNALD (Sheppar.ton).-That
statement is not true.
,Mr. HOLLWAY.-! confirmed that in
writing, and ,the Leader of the Country
party replied.
He did not even deny
that fact in his letter.
It is my inten tion to read the two letters to the
House.
My communication to the
Leader of the Country paI'lty readsDear Mr. McDoNALD,
Following my recent letter to you, 1
refer to the conversation which eventuated
therefrom and which took place at the
hospital to-day.
From your comments I understand that
it would be useless for you to have any
specific discussions with me until you have
the Labour party's decision whether it
would support your party as the Government, and that you desired any proposals
I may make to be in writing.
I would be pleased if you would advise
:o:le immediately you have terminated your
present negotiations with the Labour party
and are in a position to discuss with me
the co-operation of our respective parties.

Mr. WHITE (Allenda~e).-What is the
da te of that letter?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The 13th of June.
The reply of the Leader of the Country
party, dated the 14th of June, readsDear Mr. Hollway,
Your letter dated 13th June, 1950, was
delivered to me to-day by hand.
I thought I had made it clear to you that
any propositions from the Liberal and
Country party to the Country party had
to be in writing, and that any decisions
necessary as a result of any such propositions would then be made by the Country
party at its meeting.

In other words, the Leader of the
Country party admitted that it was no
use discussing matters with him until
he had terminated his discussions with
the Labour party.
Mr. WHITE (Allendale).-You never
put anything in writing.
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).On. a point of order. Mr. Speaker, in
view of the importanoe of this particular
question to the people of Victoria at
least the truth should be told. I possess
the document, and I think I am entitled
to make an explanation.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-What is the point of order?
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Mr. McDONALD.-My point of order
is that unfortunately the Premier is not
giving a correct interpretation of what
happened .
The SPEAKER.-There is no point of
order. The Leader of the Country party
will have an opportunity to make an
explanation later.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Premier and Treasurer).-I do not know what is worrying the Leader of the Country party.
After all, he has the Government" in the
bag." He should be sitting back with a
pleased expression on his face. He has
at least thirteen worms in the tin for his
supporters, and there will be only two or
three members of his party left over.
Undoubtedly they can be fixed up in
some way. The Leader of the Country
party should be gratified at the success
of his manoeuvring. It is a bad thing
for the prospective new Premier to be
getting so excited. Perhaps he thinks
my oratory will completely switch
around such hard-headed statesmen as
the Leader of the Opposition, the honorable member for Carlton, and all those
honorable
members
who,
I
am
perfectly sure, will not in any
way be affected by any eloquence
I am displaying. The complaint of
the Leader of the Country party is' that
I have misrepresented things in some
way, whereas in a'ctual fact I have only
read two letters, OI)e of which was
written by him and the other by myself.
I . do not know how the contents of a
written letter can be distorted.
All I wish to point out to the members
of the Country party is that the Liberal·
and Country party did not stand aloof
from them. There was the approach
made through Sir Frank Clarke, the
approach I made, and the appeall made
over the air to the Country party generany. However, my difficulty was ;that I
did not have enough worins in the tin.
At the utmost I could off'er only six portfolios, whereas the Leader of the
Opposition could offer thirteen.
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-You
did not offer anything.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-What sort of a
position was I in for bargaining? If
two people attend an auction sale to buy
a house, one having £1,000 and the other

r
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£2,000, who is likely to be the successful bidder? If politics are to be dealt
with as a rna tter of barter, as has been
done by the Country party, and it is a
case of portfolios before principles, I am
prepared to say to the Leader of the
Labour party, "I am afraid I cannot
buy these people, you will have to buy
them."
Mr. BARRY.-You do not deny that you
are still bidding?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I am afraid I am not
in the race; I have not the bartering
power. The only thing I could say to
the Country party would be, "We will
go into the corner benches and support
your little group of thirteen members,
twelve of whom will be Ministers, and
one the Government Whip." What the
Whip will have to do I am not prepared
to say. His position will be a sinecure.
No matter what my intentions might
have been, or how good my persuasive
eloquence on the Leader of the Country
party was, the plain fact is that I could
not offer sufficient to buy him.
.
Mr. McDoNALD (Shepparton).-You
did not offer anything and I did not ask
for anything.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The Leader of the
Labour party has bought the Country
party and I wish him well.
Mr. BARRY.-You should take it to the
referee and see how much you were
short.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-We might do that,
too. I say with the greatest kindness
to the Leader of the Labour party that
he is a living example of the type of
person who was referred to in the wellknown statement of P. T. Barnum,
" There is one born every minute." The
Leader of the Labour party will have the
Country party on his back, and he will
not be able to get rid of it. Possibly that
state of affairs will continue for another
eight and a half years! The most that can
be said for such an arrangement, according to the Leader of the Country party,
. is that it will provide stable government.
In other words, it will be a "do nothing" Government-a stable, sterile
Government. The Leader of the Labour
party will be in a most awkward position because he will not know how to
buck off the Country party. He knows
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that when he does buck it off the Country party will turn to the Liberal and
Country party and say, "Let us be
friends again?"
Mr. CAIN.-By that time I think both
you and I will be gone.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-That might be one
solution. The Leader of the Labour
party knows that once he takes his
courage in both hands and bucks off the
Country party what happened on a previous occasion will happen again. The
Labour party will support the Country
party for eight and a half y.ears and
then it will decide that the time is
opportune to form a Government of its
own. A Labour Ministry will be sworn
in-and we well remember that all sorts
of people graced the Treasury bench on
the last occasion-and then the Leader
of the Labour party will sit back and
say, "I have supported the Country
party for eight and a half years;
surely there is some sense of common
gratitude left in the world."
What
happened previously in similar circumstances? Four days after he formed his
Government the Leader of the Labour
party was back where he started.
Mr. CAIN.-With your support!
Mr. BARRY (to Mr. Hollway).-Your
Government looks like beating that fourday record.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-One can never tell.
I would point out, with the greatest kindness, to the Leader of the Labour party
that apparently he does not profit by
experience. He knows very well what
will happen, but he will keep the Country party in office as long as he can, or
should I say, as long as he wants to.
Mr. CAIN.-That is better.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-If the Country
party Government does not carry out
the Labour party's Socialist policy, he
will say, "You will have to get some one
else to support you in office."
Mr. CAIN.-You have been doing a little
bidding in the last week or so for our
support.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I give that statement an emphatic denial. I have not
bidded for the support of the Labour
party. In no circumstances would the
Liberal and Country party support a
Socialist party, nor would it permit a

Want of Confidence

[ASSEMBLY. 1

Socialist party to support it. Our policies are entirely opposed to each other
and on whatever side of the House the
Labour party sits we will sit on the
opposite side.
There has been no criticism by the
Leader of the Country party to-day of
the working of my Government. All that
he has said in effect is, "I have a pact
with the Labour party; I can put all my
members into the Ministry and I am
going to do so." He has adopted that
attitude in spite of the fact that he went
to thp country at the recent general
election as the leader of an anti-Socialist
party. Before the elections he said "I
specifically deny that there is any pact
with Labour. I made a statement two
days before the election in which I said
that I would not have any part of the
Socialist policy."
N ow two days after the House
assembled following the election we see
the
Country
party
sitting
in
Opposition, with the Labour party.
No doubt· in a day or so the
Coun try party will be sitting on the
Government side of the House as a
Government supported and controlled by
the very Socialists that its Leader has
denounced in the past.
I shall ask
the Leader of the Country party one
question. He split with my party because of what he regarded as the weakness of the Liberal and Country party in
dealing with Communists. What is he
going to do now? Is it true, as has been
published in the newspapers, that one
of the terms of his agreement with the
Labour party is the repeal of the
Essential Services Act?
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-You
will find that out in due course.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I repeat, is it true?
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-I shall
answer that question in due course.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-My question can be
answered, "Yes" or "No."
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-You
will get an answer at the right time.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-,-The people of Victoria do not want equivocation; they
want· to know whether the Country
party has agreed to repeal the Essential
Services Act. The Leader of the Country par.ty was the Minister who proclaimed it, most stupidly. He waited
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until the strike was over and .then he
proclaimed Ithe Act. Now, I understand,
he proposes to repeal it.
Mr. CAIN.-You must remember that
you had six party colleagues in the
Ministry with him.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I had some colleagues in the Ministry, but the Country
party Ministers were in the majority.
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-That
is not true.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-It is, because at
that time I was overseas. The Leader
of the Labour party and I were in England, apparently plotting together,
according to the Country party. I had
the pleasure of the company of the
Leader of Jthe Labour party for some
months, but evidently I was not a very
good plotter. The Country party does
not know where it stands and it is deliberately preventing the people of Victoria from knowing where it stands. It
did not tell the people where it stood
at the recent election, but it misled them
into thinking that they were voting for
members of a party who would fight
the Socialist party. The electors were
misled by the statement of the Leader
of the Country party published only two
days before the election campaign concluded.
Now we find that what has happened
is exactly ,the reverse of what was promised. The Country party has deliberately switched, and its Leader has wiped
out all the principles about which he
used ,to thump the table, both in this
House and in Cabinet. Anyone who
has sat in Cabinet with the honorable
gentleman knows that he is a confirmed
table thumper when he is talking about
Communists. I again ask the Leader
of the Country party what he is going
to do. Is he proposing to repealrthe
Essen tial Services Act, or is he going
to stiffen it up, as he wanted to do when
he was thumping the table in our Cabinet meetings? What is his answer to
that specific question? Another point
in the agreement made by the Country
party with the Labour party is the provision of adult franchise for the Legislative Council. Is that a fact?
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-You
win find out in due course.
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,Mr. McDONALD.-I have been reMr. HOLLWAY.-The Leader of the
Country party is not game to answer that fused the right to teU the truth.
question. I say that it is the ~ame type
Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-I seconded
of political dishonorableness as we had the 'motion m'Oved by the honorable
during ithe election campaign. Is it pro- member for Sheppa'rton because, owing
posed to set up a body which would be to my long a'Ssocia'tion with this Partantamount to a Greater Melbourne liamentary ,institution, I have Isome
Council by providing adult franchise for knowledge of what has occurred in
the Legislative Council; that would be Viictorian pol'iticalaffaJirs during the last
equivalent to 'handing 'Over control to the few years. T<he Labour party was in
Socialists at the Melbourne Town Hall? office from 1945 t'O 1947 and was disMr. BARRy.-That is worse!
placed not on ace-ount of any actions it
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I can understand had fai'led to take, but on an issue comthe honorable member for Oarlton look- pletely outside the affair:s of the State.
ing pleased with himself because, after The Labour party was removed from
the Country party-not caring what office. by a method never previously
happens in the metropolitan area-has adopted in this or any other State of
thrown the Melbourne City Council to Australia.
I am not cO'Inplaining on
the Socialists as pa'rt ,of the Labour that score.
The Labour Government
partY'ls reward for putting the Country went to the people :in 1947, and 1
party into office, the honorable member accepted ~heir verdd-ct at the election "the
will undoubtedly be' the next Lord result of which was that our party l'Ost
Mayor.
I can imagine him weighed a laI'1ge number af its members in this
down with honour and a gold chain; he House. Some of the 'most able members
will look' magnificent.
this Parliament has ever lmown fell by
Mr. BARRy.-H is time I had a go.
the roadside in the 1947 contest.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The Leader of the
FoHowing tha't election, a Government
Country ,party wHl be m·a'king the hon- under the leaderShi'p of 'the ,present
orable member a Lord Mayor; that is Premier a'cceded to office· with a
all pa'rt of th1s shameless bargain. I do majority in this House of nearly
not crliticize the Leader of the Labour thirty. One would have imagined that
party at all. I believe t1hat he honestly for the next few years a Governthinks he is doing something which will ment representing 47 members in a
upset not only the present Government House O'f 65 would have provided Vicof Victoria, but also the Commonwea'lth toria with legi'sla'tion and administration
Government. He is entHled to think such as it had never previous'ly had.
that ,way because it is an part of the The Government of the day had the baH
political game; but what 'Sort O'f a man at its feet. Under the conditions then
is he who will allow himself to be used prevaHing it would have been possible
as a tool by his political opp'Onen'ts, who for that Government to .give effect to all
is ready to take office 'On shameful terms its proposals. In shor,t, the present Pre----'so shameful that he is not prepared to mier took offi'ce with the greatest fol1owstate wha,t they are? I repeat that in ing any Premier had ever enjoyed. I
leaving the Treasury bench for the time predioted, h.owever, that some troub[es
being, I believe I do so w.ith dignity and were ahead df that Government and my
with honour. I have no 'regrets. I would prediction was not very far wrong.
far sooner leave the Treasury bench on About twelve monthls later the Premier
those conditi'Ons Ithan aHain it by a found ways and means of getting rid of
shameful dishonest pO'I'i-tJica'l tr-ick.
nearly ha'1f his Ministry and, in effect,
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).- twenty other members ,of the Country
Mr. Speaker, I should like to make a party. Before and more especiaHy after
statement by leave.
the Country party Min1sters left the
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Not now.
Cabinet, considerable bickering and
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie fighting .occurred. As a matter of fact,
Michaelis).-The Leader of the Country in a s'tatement made in this House, the.
party will have an opportunity to speak Premier said ~hat ]or the first twelve
at a later stage.
'months of his Government's regime, its
Session 1950.-[2]
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members had spent more time in critiMr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dandenong).
cizing one another than in attending to -On a point of order, I would ask the
State affairs.
Leader of the Labour party to resume
Mr. . HOLLWAY.-The
Government his customary gentle attitude and withmade up f.or that in the second year.
draw a statement that is offensive to me.
Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-It was a
Mr. CAIN.-In the following twelve
The honorable
months the Premier carried on pre- truthful statement.
cariously on his own, but supported more member was associated with a company
or less by certain members who ulti- in New South Wales; he went there with
mately fell out with him. As 1 have an engineer and signed a report. He
already indicated, the period of two and and everyone else knows that what I
a half years that 1 have been reviewing have said is true.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
could have been written in history as providing the greatest progress of all Michaelis).-Order! The point is that
time for Victoria; but what was the the honorable member for Dandenong
real experience? Failure and indecision has taken exception to a statement made
characterized the Hollway Government's by the Leader of the Opposition-a stateterm of office.
The Premier has ment which the honorable member for
said that there can be no criticism Dandenong says is offensive to him. The
of any of his Government's legisla- question is not whether it is true or
tion or its administration. What are otherwise. The honorable member is
the" problems facing this State? Seated asking that the statement be withdrawn.
near the Premier at the present
Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-Does not the
moment is the Attorney-General who is truth matter? My statement is still
also prices Minister. For twelve to true. I shaH withdraw it, but I propose
eighteen months the Government per- to refer to it later.
mi tted prices to rise. As prices Minister
The SPEAKER.-The honorable memhe had said a dozen times, "I am going ber is asked for an unqualified withto get rid of price controL" After the drawal.
honorable gentleman had made such a
Mr. CAIN.-I withdraw.
statement, the Premier would say,
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dandenong).
possibly the next day, "We will hold - I am taking a point of order and do
the matter over for a little while longer." not desire the assistance of the Leader
Such vacillation continued day after day, of the Labour party. 1 would ask him
week after week, month after month, to withdraw the allegation that his stateand year after year.
ment is true. I take great exception to
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-And prices con- it.
Mr. CAIN. (Northcote).-I have altinued to rise.
Mr. CAIN.-That is so. I suggest to ready withdrawn. No action along the
the people that the charge laid by the lines I have indicated were taken by the
Leader of the Country party is that the Hollway Government. In 1947, as the
party of which the Premier is a member result of action taken by the Labour
has not made possible real progress and Government, arrangements were made
development in Victoria. Take, for ex- with the Commonwealth Government to
ample, the question of the gasification of bring to Australia experts in the manubrown coal. In 1943 the then Country facture of gas from brown coal. It is
party Government authorized an investi- well known that there have been
gation into the problems of the gasifica- shortages of gas for some time past, and
tion of brown coal and the production of that the same position will obtain for
more electric power. It is possible to some years to come, causing houseproduce a great deal from brown coal, wives considerable inconvenience.
I
including petrol.
am stating facts. Melbourne is experienMr. DAWNAY-MoULD.-You admit that cing a shortage of gas to-day owing to
now?
floods in New South Wales; to-morrow,
Mr. CAIN.-I have always believed it, the shortage will be due to some other
but I do not believe in the crook com- cause. The Labour party Government
panies with which the hQnorable mem- brought to this country two German experts better qualified by experience of
ber was associated.·
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brown coal than anyone else, owing
to their long association with it.
They came to Victoria in 1947, before the Labour Government went
out of office; in July, 1948, they
submitted a report to the present
Government on the gasification of brown
coal. They stated in the report that
a plant to produce 15,000,000 cubic feet
a day-ithat equals half 'the demand for
gas in the metropolitan area-could be
put into operation in eighteen months
or two years.
The Government speaks about its administrative capacity and accuses me of
assisting to remove it from office. I am
doing so in the interests of the public,
and the Labour party will not gain anything out of the move in the way of portfolios. We are thinking of the complete
neglect of the Government to tackle problems that are facing this State. For two
years, the Government had in its
possession the report of experts on the
gasification of brown coal, but up to
October last it did not say one word
about the matter. Then it brought down
a Bill providing for the manufacture of
the gas at .the South Melbourne works of
the 'Metropolitan Gas Company, and to
lend the company ,the sum of £1,000,000
to install part of the plant. In those circumstances, are we justified in permiting to continue to sit on the Treasury
bench men who have missed many opportunities over the last two years to forward the development of the State? Are
we justified in asking the electors to put
up with "Hollway-ism" and this "nohoper" Government for a further three
years?
Brigadier TOVELL.-Where is your
soap box?
Mr. CAIN.-The honorable gentleman
knows I am telling the truth. What has
been the attitude of the Government towards the brown coal question and many
other important matters? It has merely
stood by and done nothing; it is still doing
nothing. I want to know what is in
its legislative programme; it refuses to
act. Is it reasonable to expect that
the 540,000 people who at the recent
election voted for the Labour party as
against the 410,000 who voted for the
Liberal and Country party and the
130,000 or 140,000 who voted for the
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Country party, wish us to sit 'quietly
here while many important problems are
not being tackled?
Mr. OLDHAM.-Will you please repeat
those figures?
Mr. CAIN.-They are: 546,000 electors voted for Ithe Labour party; 491,000
for the Liberal and Country party; and
136,000 for the Country party.
Mr. OLDHAM.-You said that 410,000
voted for the Liberal and Country party.
Mr. CAIN.-I apologize for my mistake. In the circumstances, can the
Labour party allow this sort of thing
to continue? Our party had to make a
decision on the matt·er. The party now
occupying the Treasury bench went before the electors with 32 members in
this House. It disqualified two of its
members because some one in Cabinet or
down the street has a wonderful capacity
for destroying the party. To-day, the
Government party has 27 members. If
the Premier continues in office for a
couple of years, he will not have more
than twenty followers, because we all
know what happened to the former
members for Hawthorn and Oakleigh.
They were members of the party thait
says, "We are free and we give our
people individual rights. We do not tie
them down; we allow them to express
their own opinions." But we have had
experience of what can happen in the
Liberal and Country party. I repeat that
the Government party faced the electors
with 32 members, and came back with
27 members.
Mr. OLDHAM.-You should be fair. We
wen t to the people with 30 members.
Mr. CAIN.-The honorable gentleman
is not including the two who were
expelled. The Government adjourned
the House in November last, informing
members that Parliament would reassemble in April. However, in the meantime, it had some trouble. A tram strike
lasted for eight weeks.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-The Government put
over a "swift one" with its Appropriation Bill.
Mr. CAIN.-It did. It went out and it
never really came back. The election
was held six months before the proper
time. The Government selected its own
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time, and its own battleground, and made
the main issue stable government. It
tried to annihilate the Country party and
the Labour party, as it was entitled so to
do. Our party will try to annihilate the
Liberal and Country party as it is the
enemy of the people, whose rights we
wish to preserve. We know the record
and achievements of the present Government as we have seen its "inaction."
This is not a personal question but one
for the people to decide. What will they
say to the Labour party if we permit 27
m-embers to dominate the political life of
this State for the next three years? They
are not qualified to govern because they
ha ve failed to do so in the past. We
cannot judge any man by what he says.
For instance, I do not judge the Premier
by what he says. If I did, particularly
after reading his policy speech, I would
be led to believe that he was the greatest
genius the State had ever produced.
In the same way, a Government should
not be judged on what it says but on
what it does. This Government has done
but little for the people. It has failed to
control prices, to speed up the production of gas from our brown coal resources, -and to accelerate soldier settlement; it has destroyed decentralization
in the country. In all these circumstances my party had to make a decision.
It has decided to provide this State with
efficient government.
It is of no use
speaking of a combination of Socialists
because that is nonsense. When we
analyse the Governor's Speech, we discover tha t two-thirds of it reI a tes to
Socialism.
Mr. WHATELY.-Not your brand of
Socialism.
Mr. CAIN.-No, a new brand. Our
brand of Socialism, which the honorable
member's party attempts to oppose, will
do the greatest good for the greatest
number of people in this State.
Mr. FRASER.-The Leader of the
Country party is taking notice of that
remark.
Mr. CAIN .-1 do not care who takes
notice of it. Our friends opposite are
pleased to call the Labour party the
Socialist party, but that is not its real
name.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-The Liberal and
Coun try' party is not the true name of
the Government party.
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Mr. CAIN.-No. Half of its name was
stolen from the Country Earty.
The
reason why we have been described as
a Socialist party is that our opponents
cannot think of anything worse to call
us. The explanation of the failure. of
Liberalism is that it has no policy.
The policy of the Liberal party is to
leave things as they are, and in 10
or 20 years' time its policy will be the
same. It does not wish to disturb pre:vailing conditions. Why should it want
to do so? The answer is that most of
the people who provide the money for it
draw huge dividends. They rake off the
wealth of the country. They constitute
a powerful group who make it possible
for the Liberals to spend thousands of
pounds at election time when we spend
only pounds. That statement can be
borne out by scrutiny of the expenditure
of the Liberal and Country party.
I understand that the bankers did give
some money to the Country party or the
Liberal party did. I do not know anything about that matter, but I am aware
that the group of people who back the
Liberal and Country party desire that
things should be left as they are. If
the policy of the Labour party doeS not
coincide with that of the Country party,
it embodies the wishes of half the
population of Victoria. It stands for
orderly progress.
Mr. WHATELY.-For socialization.
Mr. CAIN.-The Labour party's policy
stands for the progress of the country
and the utilization of such amenities as
gas and coal, which are national essentia-Is that must be handled by the State.
Members of the Government talk of
Socialism, but I invite them to read
their own programme, as outlined on
Tuesday last by the Governor in his
Speech at the opening of Parliament, in
which they will see references to
the projects relating to gas, soldier
settlement, water supply, and also
to proposals to grant assistance for
various purposes. In all cases, the funds
would be provided from the public
exchequer. The Liberal and Country
party is being driven by the people to
realize that its old philosophy is not
acceptable. At election time it uses the
term "socialization" to frighten the
peopJe, but when it gets into office it
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giYes effect to its own socialistic policy.
Those are the facts which everybody
knows.
Whatever ,may be the result of the proposed arrangement, I say to members on
the Government side of the House that
there is no alliance between the Country
and the Labour parties, that there are no
conditions as far as we are concerned.
The only stipulations are that we want
certain things done. The first is the
development of our natural resources to
provide 'petrol and town's gas for use
throughout the State. We contend that
the Government has destroyed the proposals for the gasification of brown coal
and that it has killed decentralization.
The present .A.dministration has lingered
on soldier settlement, but we are anxious
that soldier settlement and house construction shall be stepped up. We wish
decentralized industries to be assisted.
It is also our policy that an improved
Workers' Compensation Act should be
placed on the statute-book, and that
retired public servants will be granted
their superannuation increase at once.
In other words, we want progress in this
country.
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton) .-All
that is Country party policy, too.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-All those
things were mentioned in the Governor's
Speech.
Mr. CAIN.-They were contained in the
Governor's Speech in 1947, and they are
.still in the most recent Governor's Speech.
That is why the honorable gentleman
has been transferred from the Chief
Secretaryship to the position of
Minister of Lands. After all, proposals in the Governor's Speech
mean nothing; the only thing of
use is legislation, but the Government has failed to implement the
necessary measures. It has no programme or policy. All it does is stand
back as far as possible and let things
drift along. Everybody, including the
best friends of the Premier, knows that
the Government has been a failure.
The public must realize that what I have
said is true. I regret that the Premier is
not present to hear my remarks. The
Attorney-General, who is at present in
charge of the House, knows something
about this situation. He is a ware that
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a big section of the Liberal and Country
party 'inside and outside Parliament
wishes to see the last of the Premier as
the Leader of the Government.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-TeH. us more
of those teI'lm'S you started to speak
abo\lt?
You are getting away from
them.
Mr. CAIN~-The honorable gentleman
is tryjng to distract me in my remarks
concerning the Premier, but he will not
be successful. Everybody is aware-I
am now speaking impersonally and with
great respect-that the Prem.ier and the
Government are not quite capable. If
they are capable, they are not sufficien'Ny in dustrou'S to give effect to a
pO'licy which means progress. It is no
use saying what happened before the
election. We must deal with the situation as it ex,ists at present. We must
reco.gnize that the Liberal and Country
party cannot command a majority of
the members of this House to enable it
to carryon.
I am not concerned wHh negotiations
which might previoU'sly have been conducted between the Country party and
the Liberal and Country party, or with
correspondence that has passed between
those two parties. I have a very vivid
recollection of negotiations between the
Premier and Sir Frank Clarke on a
previous occasion. The Premier stated
tha t I said certain things and that the
Leader of the Country party made simila'r statements during the recent eleotion
campaign. The Country paTty declared
publicly before the last election that it
would not Jom another composite
Government. The Libera,l party a'l'so, at
its conference, declared tha't it would
ndt be a party to a composite Government. If those decl:am tions were adhered
to, what would be the solution O'f the
present problem?
Another election
would be necessary.
What is the solution of the problerr
of the contending parties in this House?
The Premier told the House what he
would have done. He said that he would
have been unable to offer the Country
party as many Ministerial plum'S as
could the Labour party. He said that
he could have made available only six
portf.oliO's for Country party members,
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and even if he did so it would be cont'rary to the policy of both his party and
that of the Country party. Therefore
I ask again what, in these circumstances, is the solution of the problem?
The answer must be given by this
House, otherwrise another election will
be unavoidable. I know that members
of the Government will be so hurt that,
naturany, they would be prepared to
run the risk of another elecNon, because
they think they would be no worse off
afterwards. They realize that in any
case they are" out."
Does bhe Government think that it
has a right in the .present circumstanc~s
to suggest to His Majesty's representative that, notwi'rh'standing that 38 members of this Parliament have deCided to
do a certain th1ing, there should be
another election within six weeks of the
previous appeal to the people?
That
would be a desperate effort on the part
of the Liberal and Country party to prevent the happenings that will be the
result of the proposed action of the
Country party and the Labour party.
The Governmen't is not concerned with
what effect 'the proposed arrangement
wiH have on me or on the Labour party.
That is 'not the Premier's concern. He
said that I might be ·on ~he Government
side of the House .for another eight
years-much to h1is discomfort. Whether
I am there for eight years or eight
months, only one thing will remain for
this House to do. We have been elected
by the people of the State and we must
govern. When our party was in office
the Liberal party used to say to us,
." Govern or go." Now we say 11:0 that
party, "You go and we will do the
governing." We will govern, because
we have got to govern. After all, the
only thing seriously wrong with this proposal-in the view of the Liberal party
-can be summed up in these words:
" The policies of the two par:ties are dian:etrically opposed. One is a Socialist
party." That is said only to frighten
the people.
It is well known that 'when the three
parties declared their policies before the
election the press unanimously expressed
the view that there was not much difference between them. If that was so, it
looks as though any two of the three
Mr. Cain.
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parties could carryon the government
of the State. My friends opposite know
they cannot govern, but ;they know also
that 38 members in a House of 65 can
govern. In those circumstances, what
are we to do? Should we go to the
people, as the Minister of Agriculture
has advised? If so, what for? To win
more seats? The Labour party might
win 33, but it would be a tough job in
present circumstances.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-If your party
could get 33 seats you would have an
honest majority.
Mr. CAIN.-The honorable gentleman
need not worry about honest majorities.
He is a new memper of the Ministry.
According to the traditions of our democratic life it is right, a.uter an election, for a majority of members of the
new Parliament to make a decision as
to who shall govern. The two parties
that combine will have an honest majority with 38 members. The only thing
we can do is to provide stability. That
is our job. The electors will not thank
us if we go back to them.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-The Country party could not be more discredited
than it is now.
Mr. CAIN.-Yes, it could. The man
who talks about going back to the
people when there are 38 members prepared to carryon stable government,
is not speaking in the best interests of ,the people. The right thing
to do is to provide for stable government and progress in the State. That is
our only desire .
Mr. GALvIN.-We are too honest.
Mr. CAIN.-We are probably 11:00 selfsacrificing. I say this to the Government, that probably some of the most
indecent things done by it have been
done in the last few days. After all,
the Government was rejected by the electors. The Premier in his policy speech
said, "Give us a majority in our own
right. We have 30 members. Give us
four more." Instead of giving him four
more, the electors took three away, thus
leaving him with only 27. That was on
the 13th of May. It is now the 22nd
of June, and the Ministry has remained
the Government of the country. The
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Premier filled one vacant seat in the
Cabinet, which he may have been justified in doing, but he also indecently increased the number of Ministers from
thirteen to fifteen. He presented to two
members of this House, who had not
acted in any Ministerial capacity previously, positions in the Ministry which
entitle them to gold passes for life on
the Victorian railways. That was done
to placate certain interests inside the
Liberal party.
The honorable member for Barwon did
not desire to take the risk of submitting
himself for re-eleotion as Speaker. He
vacated that office and was placed in
the Ministry. There was naturally some
opposition to him, and as a result the
honorable member for Elsternwick and
the honorable member for Glen Iris
were appointed Honorary Ministers,
thus making the Ministry the largest in
the history of the State.
Mr. OLDHAM.-And the best.
Mr. CAIN.-That is a maHer of
OpInIOn. The Government did this indecent thing to the public of the State.
If for no other reason, it at least deserves rejection for the things it has
done since the election. I invite my
party colleagues and other members to
reject the Government as quickly as possible, not because I dislike its members,
but because they cannot give the State
stable government. In view of their
past record they have failed.
Mr. OLDHAM (Attorney-General).To the new members of this House the
proceedings this morning will, no doubt,
be quite puzzling. One of the most important motions that can be submitted
to a House of Parliament was moved
perfunctorily by the Leader of the Coun:try party, without his advancing any
argument in support of it. We have
had a long speech in support of it by
the Leader of the Opposition. Those
facts clearly indicate the trend of the
present political situation. I want to
keep this debate on the highest possible
level. The proceedings so far are a
clear indication that the move which is
supposed to be made, but has nOit yet
been made, is designed, in spite of the
remarks of the Leader of the Country
party and the Leader of the Opposition,
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to put into office-and I say this deliberately-a Country party Government
to carry out the policy of the Labour
party.
The honorable member for Melbourne
2.sks, "What is wrong with tha t? "
From his point of view there is
However,
nothing wrong with it.
wi th the permission of the House I wish
to read a very short broadcast which was
made last night by Mr. Frank McManus,
the assistant secretary of the Australian
Labour party, because it amply establishes the point which is the burden of
the speech I propose to make to the
House. It is very significant that these
remarks were made after the conclusion
of the arrangements which led to the
moving, almost the speechless moving,
by the Leader of the Country party of
the motion which is now being debated.
Mr. McManus said, speaking ,of the
Labour partyBecause it would legislate for a number of
items of Labour policy the Labour party
had decided to put the Country party into
office.

r know that Mr. McManus chooses his
words very carefully. For that reason
r emphasize the phrase: "the Labour
party has decided to put the Country
party 'into office." He did not say that
the Labour party had decided to put the
Country party into power. Mr. McManus
continued-To-day's proceedings at the Trades Hall
showed the controversy within the Labour
movement.
Whether Labour's action is
justified will be shown in the next few
months. We have had only one thought in
mind-the good of the Labour movement.

r think that is particularly significant,
because Mr. McManus went on to sayAfter the election Mr. Cain and his
followers accepted the verdict of the
electors and prepared to take their place as
the Opposition. Mr. Cain was approached
by Country party representatives who
said they were not prepared to support the Liberal and Country party.
They made it clear that there was no possibility of that.
No agreement would have
been reached if the Country party had not
fallen in with Labour's policy of Upper
House reform. This was the opportunity
sought by Labour for years, to democratize
the Upper House.
Veteran members of the Labour party
declared that nothing whatever would have
induced them to place the Country party
in office except for this. Time alone will tell
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if the risk Labour has taken is justified by

the establishment of democratic control of
the Legislative Council. Labour has taken
the risk because it is worth" taking the risk
in .the circumstances.

As a matter of history, I wish to remind the members of the Country party
that they are playing with fire.
The
Labour party has made its decision. In
the circumstances of the present Parliament, if I were the Leader of the
Opposition, probably I should take the
same steps as the present Leader proposes t'O take so as to place a Country
party Ministry in office.
However, I
remind the Country party that Labour is
far from being a " reluctant dragon" in
its relations with those who play with it.
I ask the members of the Country party
to reflect on the fate of Mr. Macfarlan,
Mr. ~aworth, Mr. Cumming, Mr. Hollins,
Mr. Mackrell, Mr. Allnutt and Mr. Hughes
who were members of this House, and of
Mr. Disney and Mr. McBrien who were
members of the Legislative Council; of
Mr., Edmunds and Mr. Lechte, who were
prepared to sell out the Liberal and
Country party to support the Labour
party; and of Mr. Gardner and Mr.
McLaren. All those gentlemen flirted
with Labour and lost their seats.
Mr. BARRY.-What about the Speaker
and his predecessor in office?
Mr. OLDHAM.-I have prepared my
speech for this debate, which apparently
is more than the Leader of the Country
party did. If the honorable member for
Carlton will contain himself he will find
that I shall not shirk any of the issues.
I am quite prepared, as is every other
member of my party, to stand up to all
the implications of this debate.
The SPEAKE'R (the HOD. Archie
Michaelis) .-Order ! I ask honorable
members to give the Deputy Leader of
the Government an opportunity of stating his case.
Mr. BARRY.-Mr. Speaker, he was
doing you an injustice by leaving you
out.
The SPEAKER.-I shall look after
myself when the time comes.
Mr. OLDHAM (Attorney-General).I remind the House that practically every
member who played up to the Labour
party in the past was swallowed by it. I
know that there is a more exclusive
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category in which, you, Mr. Speaker, are
included, as is one of my Ministerial
colleagues. However, that lends weight
to the point I am making, that if we take
the law of averages it is apparently the
Speakership, or the Parliamentary pensions fund.
Mr. MUTToN.-What would you classify
me as-Superman?
"
Mr. OLDHAM.-c-If it were not for the
second preferences of the Liberal and
Country party candidate in his constituency the honorable member for
Coburg would not be here. If I had had
my way, and my advice had been taken,
the second preferences of the Liberal
and Country party would have gone to
the Labour candidate for the Coburg
seat at the last election, because I believe in the party system and I do not
think much 'Of Independents.
The members 'Of the Country party are
playing with fire in this matter. They
may feel that lightning does not strike
twice in the same place, but the history
of this Parliament has made it very
clear over the years that those who
seek the easy ways in politics never
find them. After all, if we faced up to
this question squarely and in a
manly way we should ask ourselves,
"Is it any great credit to any
group of men to achieve office without a
mandate from the electors and without
any real endeavour?"
The game of
poli tics is the art of ruling men.
The community desires honorable rule,
according to mandates given when the
people are democratically consulted at
the elections.
In the few remarks made by the
Leader of the Country party yesterday
there was a reference to the late Sir
Albert Dunstan.
I knew Sir Albert
probable better than did the Leader of
the C'Ountry party and when he quotes
as a precedent for his action on this
occasion the circumstances of 1935,
obviously he has n'Ot realized the entirely
different position which obtained at that
time.
The Country party was then
gaining in strength; it had been returned
from a general election with a gain of
four seats, not a loss of three seats as"
occurred at the recent election. The
State was emerging from a period of

Want of Oonfidence

[22

JUNE)

depression and the Country party was
able to offer a contribution towards the
finalization of that period.
I should remind honorable members
that Sir Albert Dunstan was .a master
tactician, but he never overplayed his
part. He used the Labour party, but the
Labour party never used him. The record
of the years of government under his
Premiership is a very different picture.
from :that presented by the proposed
alUance between the Labour and Country parties which has been frarikly admitted by the Leader of the Opposition.
I shall deal later with the question of
the electoral mandate for that alliance.
The House is now discussing a want-ofconfidence motion and it behoves us to
treat it with the respect due to the most
important motion that can be submitted
in Parliament, having in mind at all
times our duty to the electors.
I propose to deal with the policy of the
Departments with which I am directly
concerned. During the period I have
been Attorney-General, 'in charge of the
Law Department, substantial progress
has been made in a number of legal
matters which were crying out for
attention for a considerable period. Our
legislative enactments have not been
merely for the benefit of lawyers; the
community depends on good government
of the community, and primarily on the
effective administration of the legal
system. Despite the allegation of the
Leader of the Opposition, which apparently is not shared by the Leader of
the Country party, that as a Government we have placed no good legislation
on the statute book, I shall enumerate
some of the measures passed with the
approval of the majority of members
while the present Government has been
in office. I should indicate that, for a
considerable period, our Government did
not have a majority in this Chamber.
By amending the Crimes Act the
Government was instrumental in bringing
the criminal law of Victoria to a state
of perfection not exceHed in any other
part of the British Empire.
We
abolished the death penalty in many
cases to which it no longer should have
been attached, and corporal punishment
was put into its proper perspective. We
got away from the farcical procedure of
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persons being charged with.murder when
the' more appropriate charge was
infanticide or~hild destruction. Those
amendments should have been enacted
years ago. The jurisdiction of the· criminal
branch of the Court of Petty Sessions
has been overhauled and, for the first
time, the Court of Criminal Appeals
has been placed upon an entirely
impar.tial and new basis.
Frequent reference has been made to
the Essential Services Act which was
passed by a majority of members of
this Parliament. The fact remains that
except for a few sporadic strikes, such
as the tramway strike which was staged
by the Communist element on the eve
of an election, there has been industrial
peace in Victoria. When the. present
Government took office the average loss
of man hours per annum through strikes
was 800,000. Last year the loss was
65,000 man hours. In spite of all that
has been said, the Government consistently stood behind the moderate
elements of the Trades Hall Council
when industrial trouble was looming.
Because of that Victoria has enjoyed a
large measure of industrial peace, despite
the obvious, flagrant, and blatant
attempts of the Communist-controlled
unions to frustrate the effor.ts of thj,.
Government and the disputes committee
of the Trades Hall Council. I would
remind members that the attitude of the·
Government in relation to industrial
disputes has not been adopted by parties
in the House.
I shall now deal with unemployment.
For nearly two months there were
250,000 workers unemployed in New
South Wales because of strikes on the
coalfields.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-Your Government did
not settle that strike.
Mr. OLDHAM.-The Government saw
it coming. Coal was imported from wherever it was available, and other preparations were ·made to meet the situation.
The Chifley Government paid nearly
£2,000,000 by way of unemployment
The
relief in New South Wales.
amount paid in Victoria ,for that
purpose was only £1,000, and it
was not 'Provided for people directly
out of work because of strikes, but
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to a small group of indigent Chinese
In respect of the important question
who did not come under the Comnion- of administration and probate, a measure
wealth old-age pension scheme. It will 'was passed to simplify the procedure.
be remembered ,that when legislative New legislation which has not yet been
sanction .was being souglht for the re- finalized by this House would have the
imbuvsement of eXipenditure incurred on effect of raising the duty exemptions from
the importation of coal, both the Labour £500 to £1,200 un relation t.o widows,
party and the Country party bitterly children and grandchildren, and from
Successive
attacked the Government. In spi.te of £200 to £800 for athers.
lthat, however, th'is House v.oted the rates of duty are proposed. Exemptions
necessary money. The Government of in regard to charitable gifts would be
A t present gifts to the
this State was able to keep industry modernized.
moving and the then Com:monweal th Lega,cy Club a'nd simHar organizations
Toreasurer continued to receive ,the are not subject t.o exemption. The
ordinary amount of taxation from Vic- Government intends also to introduce
toria.
Since he had not to find an a Bill to modernize the field of
amount foOr unemployment reLief in Ithis investment of moneys by trustees.
State simHar to that required in New So far as the legislation relating
South Wales, Mr. Chifley made the State to landlords and tenants is cona present by way of reimbursement of 'cerned, the measure approved by this
House embodies the simplest procedure
the cost of the coal strike.
of any State in Australia for the deterDeal'ing wlith matters. associa ted with mination of rents. One problem to be
law administration, I would point out fa'ced is that of possession.
In three
thClit thi's Parliament placed upon the States SooiaUst Governments are in
statute-book the Act relating to the power, whille in three others there are
Statute Law Revision Committee which Liberal and Country party IGovernprovided a statutory basis for that ments.
The Hollway Government's
committee.
As a result, non-party legislation, in connection with the
consideration has been given to many ·matters I have menthmed, represents an
legal measures which had been neglected advance ,on any comparable measures
all too long. The Statute Law Revision elsewhere in the Commonwealth.
Committee could submit reports which,
Recently the Government instituted a
because of the non-party character system of relief if,or old people, who,
'of the committee, were accepted OWing to the operation of the old-age
by the House.
The Wrongs (Joint pension regulations are denied possesTort-Feasors) Bill was passed. There sion of their houses. Again, the Justices
is also the Limitations of Actions Act has been brought up to date. I reBill. Again, an advanced stage had been mind the House also that procedure in the
reaohed in the preparation of a measure Supreme Court juvisdiction has :been
designed to remove the immun'ity of the simplified under a Bill which was passed
Crown in tort. Furthermore, a measure by Parliament and which concerned the
has been brought forward to modernize Master of the Supreme Court. Fu~ther
the transfer of land system in Vietoria. more, the suggestion of the association
If that BiU is passed-I have no doubt of the Police Force with the office of
police magistrate has been removed by
it will be, because it i's generally
a change in that designation to stiapproved by the Statute Law Revision pendiary magistralte. This also accords
Committee-all land in this State will with modern practice. The office of the
probably be brought under the operation Public Trustee has also been brought up
of the Torrens system within a per,iod to date and various anomalies have been
of five years. There win be the oheap- rectified. There had been a loss of about
ness, speed, 'and accuracy associated £14,000 a year, but in the current year
with dealings under that system.
At a credit balance will be .shown. In addipresent a land· de.aUng in South Aus- tion, the Business Investigations Act was
tralia ·can be put through the Titles passed. I shall not mention any names,
Office of that State in three days.
since the matter is sub judice; but prompt
MY'. Oldham.
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action has been taken concerning certain
allegations of fraud on the part of a
number of companies. The Companies
Act itself is under review, in accordance
with an announcement I made in the
House. This legislation will be modernized by the Government at a later stage.
I urge honorable members not to form
the opinion tha,t I am indulging in an
obituary; that is far from the fact.
There is a general desire that the legislation regarding juries should also be
modernized and that the views of this
House should be obtained concerning the
extension of the area from which juries
are obtained. Majori,ty verdicts in certain cases and the service of women on
juries are among the questions which
arise. All these matters will be embraced in the Juries Bill proposed to
be submitted ,to the House.
I claim that in the administration of
the Law DepaI'tment, the Governmentputting first things first-has recognized
that the supreme bulwark between the
all-powerful State and its citizens is the
judiciary. The members of the judiciary,
by an Act of Parliament, have been
placed upon a basis of remuneration cohsonant with that obtaining in Federal
courts and with the duties pedormed.
Towards the end of l~st year Parliament
passed legislation dealing with pensions
for judges, but involving no extra burden upon the public revenue. Noone
will dispute ,the fact that, in respect of
appointments to the judiciary, there cannot be the sligh test suggestion of any
political tinge.
The Government has rtaken steps towards the decentralization of the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and the
County Court into country areas. The
courts in Melbourne are being redesigned to deal with additional business.
The City Morgue, which has been a
standing disgrace to the community, will
be re-conditioned, and its activities
have already been brought closely into
association with· the Pathology Department of the University of Melbourne.
A:; to the Supreme Court library and a
number of other aspects of law adminis-
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tration, I make no apology for referring
on this occasion to the reforms which
have been effected.
The sitting was suspended at 1 p.m.
until 2.26 p.m.

Mr. OLDHAM.-Before the sitting was
suspended for luncheon I was dealing
with some of the acts of legislation and
administration which had occurred in
the Law Department during the life of
the present Government.
Mr. CAIN.-YoU gave no credit to your
predecessor, Mr. Slater, who was
responsible for much of it.
Mr. OLDHAM.-I have always given
credit to Mr. Slater for the rescusitation of the Statute Law Revision
Such remarks are not
Committee.
helpful, because I am trying to deal
with the subject on a factual basis.
That is the only way in which the riddle
in which the Hous:e finds itself can be
solved. If the honorable member wants
me to repeat what I said, so that I can
proceed with my speech, I am prepared to do so. At the same time, I
am going to continue my references to
the various changes which have
occurred during the time that I have
been in the Ministerial chair at the Law
Department.
I shall now mention something which
I know will be heard with approval by
every member of the House except members of the Labour party. At the time
of the State election in 1947 the justifica,tion for the Liberal Government
withholding Supply from the Labour
Minism-y in which the Leader of the
Opposi tion was Premier, was the f'act
that the Attorney-General in that
Government, Mr. Slater, had taken it on
himself to intervene in certain proceedings which were before the High Court
of Australia to challenge sections of the
Commonwealth
banking
legislatdon
enacted to force State instrumentalities
and municipal councils, among others, to
bank with the Commonwealth Bank
without recourse to the banking facilities
offered by other banks. When that
legislation was passed by the Commonwealth Government the Melbourne City
Council instituted proceedings to test its
validity and, as is the case in matters of
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that kind, the High Court adjourned the
proceedings to allow intervention by
Governments or other interested parties
which might be affected, should they so
wish. The State of Victoria, then under
a Socialist Government, intervened to
support the Commonwealth legislation.
Mr. BARRY.-The Melbourne City
Council did not challenge the legislation;
the banks challenged it.
Mr. OLDHAM.-The Socialist Government of Victoria at that time intervened
in support of the Commonwealth legislation. It is significant that although
there were Socialist Governments in a
number of other Australian States, they
did not so intervene. Because the State
of Victoria intervened money had to be
provided for the purpose, and the Legislative Council of Victoria considered it
was wrong for money to be voted to the
Socialist Government which had acted
in that way. That was the reason for the
election in 1947.
Mr. CAIN.-No, it was not the rea.son;
that was the excuse.
Mr. OLDHAM.-When the present
Government came into power the process
was reversed. After the Chiftey Government without mandate-and I shall have
something to say about electoral mandates later-passed legislation to monopolize all banking, this State, through
myself as Attorney-General, intervened
in the litigation that followed in order to
preserve to the State itself, to the instrumentalities of the State and to its citizens
the right to choose their own banking
facilities. In my opinion, and I think
in the opinion of every member of this
House except the members of the
Socialist party, tha,t was a wise intervention, because we won in the High
Court 'and later in the Privy Council. As
a result the Commonwealth Government
had to pay for our intervention.
The fact that the State of Victoria interv:ened was extremely important. Dr.
Evatt, in his argument before the Privy
Council, pointed out time and time again
that th,e Commonwealth was a sovereign
power; therefore legislation enacted by
the Commonwealth Parliament should
not be challenged in any court. It must
be remembered that contrary to all
socialistic precedent the Commonwealth
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Chiftey Socialist Government took the
case to the Privy Council. If there had
been no intervention by this Government,
or if the Socialist Victorian Government
had remained in power and had continued its intervention in support of the
monopoly legislation, there would have
been no answer to the argument submitted by Dr. Evatt.
However, we were able to point out
that although the Commonwealth, within
the bounds of the Federal Constitution,
was certainly sovereign, the States
were also parties and partners in the
Commonwealth Constitution, and had a
right to assert their sovereignty in
regards to such a matter as the one I
am discussing. That view, which nobody
except a representative of a State could
properly have put before the Privy
Council, was upheld. That is the reason
why Australia, including the State of
Victoria, is free from the menance of
socialistic monopoly banking legislation.
I now come to another aspect of the
administration of the Law Department.
When I took over the control of that
Department criminal cases were gravely
in arrears. Some people committed for
trial had been waiting their trial for
periods of up to nine months, and three
months ,was quite a usual length of
waiting time. That important branch,
which affects the welfare of the community and the upholding of law and
order, which is the first duty of a
Government, has now been placed upon
a better basis than ever before.
Mr. GALVIN.-You are not "blowing
your own bags" much?
Mr. OLDHAM.-I am, if the honorable
member chooses to put it in those words.
However, despite the desire of the wouldbe dicta tors of th~ alleged new Government of Victoria to prevent members on
the Government side from speaking,
I claim the right to do what I
my
duty
on
this
consider
is
motion of want of confidence in
the Government and to reply to the
charge so far as the Departments that I
administer are, concerned. My fellowMinisters will adopt the same course in
respect of their Departments, ar1d the
more we say the more will Opposition
members be ashamed of the 'action they
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contemplate taking.
The Criminal
Branch of the Law Department has been
completely reorganized and the length
of time between commitment and trial
has been greatly reduced. There has
also been expedition in the issue of nolle
prosequis, releases, and presentments. 1
can assure members with the greatest
confidenc~and
this view will be
supported by any legal member of the
House-that the legal machinery is
operating effectively.
I shall now refer to another section of
the Law Department administration and
deal with that interesting subject of
price control.
A referendum ontbis
subject was conducted by the Socialist
Commonwealth Government, under the
leadership of the Prime Minister, Mr.
Chifley. The Commonwealth sought permanent and complete power of control
over prices and rents. By the biggest
majority that has ever been recorded
against the extension of Federal power~
that proposal was rejected in every State
of Australia. Mr. Chifley quickly and
petulantly threw the problem to the
States, although his Government had
ample power under exisNng war-time
legislation to have continued control for
an indefinite period. He had received an
assurance of the fullest co-operation
from the then Opposition parties in the
Federal Parliament.
The Chifley
Government removed the two things
upon which Commonwealth price control
had been to any degree effective, namely
wage pegging and subsidies.
Mr. CAIN.-Wage pegging had gone
two years before.
Mr. OLDHA'M.-lt is of intelest to
nute that Sir Dougl'as Copland, who was
appointed by the Chifley Socialist
Government to the position of ViceChancellor of the university at Canberra,
pointed out recently that under State
administration of prices ther.e has not
been any greater proportionate increases in prices than the progressive increases under Commonwealth administration. He pointed out that in Australia
at present there is only a 75 per cent.
effective use of full productive capacity.
Without labouring the subject, I should
point uut that price control under the
States has been carried on in partner-
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ship by three States under Socialist
Governments and three under LiberalCountry party Governments.
In Victoria we have a Prices Decontrol
Commissioner who, under the prices
regulations legislation passed and extended by this Parliament, is in an entirely independent position. If Labour
party members desire first-hand information
from the stable" on this
subject, I invite them to ask the present
member for Mentone who was employed
in the Prices Branch until he renewed
his acquaintanceship with thiis House. It
cannot be gainsaid that under the Prices
Regulation Act the Commissioner is in
an absolutely independent position. The
Minister, under the legislation is empowered to suspend the finding of the
Commissioner for a limited period of
one month.
The administration of price control
has been carried out under decisions
arrived at unanimously by all ·States.
On every item which has been
decontroHed the States have applied a
common rule and have always acted
unanimously on decontrols. The guidi·ng
tests are: Are the articles sought to be
decontrolled in reasunable supply; and
are they free from any element of mono,poly control? Upon those two tests being satisfied, decontrol has taken place.
CI

Not only are decontrols deeided upon
unanimously in the light of those test's,
but recon1rols-and there have been recontrols-have been subject to similar
tests being complied with. I would inf.orm those members Who peregrinate
from place to place in this HouseCountry party members-that the great
problem of price control is the reconciliation of the interests of producers and
of consumers. It is not an easy problem ..
In many instances the rural producer has
pressed for the decontrol of prices. It
is not easy to hold the balance fairly,
between doing justIce to the producer and
protecting the consumer.
Early this year I was invited to attend
one of the biggest public meetings ever
held in Mildura when a request was
properly made for the decontrol of the
dried fruits industry. Fortified by the
arguments presented to me at that meeting I was able ,to persuade the prices
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Ministers, at the next conference, that
we should decontrol the industry.
I
have no doubt that the Leader of the
Opposition went around the suburbs of
Melbourne telling housewives that by my
action I had increased the cost of their
Sunday puddings. In the administration
of price control there are moOre bricks
than bouquets. I have no apologies to
offer for any action I have taken in the
administration of that branch of the Law
Department.
I 'pass now to one Department with
Wlhich I have been a,cquainted foOr a
much shorter perioOd.
I believe, however, that my association with it wiH be
for a much longer time than some
members of thli's House desire. I refer
to the Chief Secretary's Department
which has been administered most
capably during the past eighteen months
by my colleague, the honorable member
for MorningtoOn.
Realizing that cheap
talk s()Imetimes flies around this instituHon, I would say in anticipation that if
any ,one proposes to contend that there
has been 'anyth'ing moOre than an
ordinary routine re-arrangement of
port'foOlios within the Cabinet by my
assuming the Chief Secretaryship and
by the honor,able member for Mornington taking over the larger and more
important portfolios of Lands and
Soldier Settlement previously held by
Mr. Guthrie, I squash the suggestion
before it is made.
Despi te wha t the Leader of the
Opposition said, I do not think it is
really necessa'ry at this juncture to
praise the work performed by my predecessoOr in the Chief Secretary's Department. All that I wish to say is that all
the 'm'attefls I a,m about ,to mention
were initiated by the honorable member
for Morn1ington a'S Chief Secretary. In
the s'aJme way he wHI be prepared to
adm'it that many of the proposa,ls with
which he will deal in relation to the
Lands Department and soldier settlement were initiated by Mr. Guthrie. In
spite' oOf certain remarks made earlier in
the debate, there is in the Governor's
Speech ample and speaific reference to
the fact that action has already been
taken with the view of establishing a
joint cOflporation between the Government ,and private enterpdse for ,the
Mr. Oldham.

in Ministers.

gasification of brown coal in the Latrobe
vaHey fields, and for the distribution of
;the gas. The gas w.illl be reticulated . not
only to towns and dities in the GippsIland area, but alsoO to Uhe metropolitan
,area. It will be delivered under pressure
to GeeloOTIlg and Ballarat and-if tests
prove the practicability of the proposal
-to Bendigo. Many of the obsolete gas
under.takings in country areas will be
affected by the scheme.
The magnitude of the Government's
proposals is such as will probabiy render
them beyoOnd the ,capacity of private
enterpdse to finance.
Consequently,
there will be a partnership between
private enterprise and the Government.
There are similar partnerships in the
Commonwea'lth sphere and in other
pa'rts of Ithe world. If the pr:oposals are
advanced, the vast brawn coal deposits
of VictoI1ia will-not in the dim and
distant future but at an early date-be
eJCI)l,oited in the manner I have indicated,
as win also ancillary industries. Those
indusltries will include the production of
petrol and .other derivatives, if it be
proved a commercial proposition.
On the question of penal reform,
which is also mentioned in the Governor's
Speech, I am in a position to say that if
it had not been for the intervention of
the present no-confidence motion the
inmates -of the female section of Pentridge would have been transferred this
week. There are other pressing necessities in our penal institutions, including
the important work of sewering the
Pentridge Gaol. It was proposed to put
those works in hand immediately. The
genera,l liberalization and modernization
of the State's penal system, including a
re-arrangement in respect of proObation
officers and other important matters, is
the subject of legislation proposed to be
submitted to the House.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-You did not initiate
those particular proposals.
Mr. OLDHAM.-That is so, but, God
willing, I shall complete them. Plans
are outlined in ,the Governor's Speech
to effect increased mobility of police
units, more especially by means of closer
wireless communication between police
stations and those units. I would remind
honorable members that the awards of
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trLbunals established for the benefit of
On the motion of Mr. McDONALD
the Police Fcrce, the Public Service, (Shepparto~) an extension of twenty
nurses and others have been carried out minutes was granted.
to the letter by the Government, and
Mr. OLDHAM (Attorney-General).that the conditions of employment in I should have liked to deal with other
those important directions have been rna tters associated with the Chief Secvastly imprpved. Earlier in the debate
retary's Department, but if it is the will
there was a reference to a measure of the House that I should not do so, I
regarding workers' compensation proshall bow gracefully to its decision.
posed by the projected new Government. I wish to direct attention to matters
I would point out that the present
which cannot be divorced from the conGovernment has had prepared a Bill for
sideration
of the question before the
the consolidation of the present legisHouse, and to impress upon all members
lation on that subjeot, so as to provide a
who do not suppor.t the Socialist party
much-needed reform. It is my desire to
:that should certain happenings occur in
be factually correct in my statement, and
this Parliament, there will be a grave
I am certain that every member of this
House, irrespective of the party to which dsk to the position of the Liberalhe belongs, agrees that additional bene- Country party Commonwealth Governfits should be provided in the form of ment .. It is notorious that the action
workers' compensation. .Personally I inHia ted by the Labour party here is
have in mind a ,reconstruction of the designed to embarrass that alliance in
tribunal, possibly along the lines of that the Federal sphere. We know that the
operating in Niew South Wales. I come anti-Communist legislati'on is later to be
now to the Children's Welfare Depart- the subject of a Federal election, and
that a referendum will be initiated by
ment.
the Liberal-Country party Government
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie a t Canberra. I need not say more than
Michaelis).-The time allowed the hon- to record that the Leaders O'f both
orable gentleman has expired.
parties that form the Federal Govern(Shepparton).- ment have referred to the grave emMr. McDONALD
I am prepared to move for an extension barrassment which has been caused
of the Attorney-General's time by ten therein as a result of the situation in
minutes.
this House.
Mr. OLDHAM.-,Make it half an hour.
It seems to me that the answer to the
Mr. McDONALD.-I suggest a quarter dilemma in which we now find ourselves
of an hour, to begin with.
is to determine what the people said at
The SPEAKER.-There can be only the recent Assembly election, and wbat
they instructed the various parties to
one extension.
For that reason, I have had certain
do.
Mr. McDONALD.-I am agreeable to
figures
taken out relating to various
an extension of twenty minutes.
Assembly elections, and I shall have
Mr. OLDHAM.-Why not ha.lf an hour? copies of them circulated among memAt the 1945 election 180,000
Mr. McDONALD.-The question Jf bers.
delaying tactics arises, but in that respect votes were polled by candidates of the
I am not alluding to the AttorneyLiberal party; in 1947, 442,000; and at
General. My own remarks when moving the recent election, the number was
the want of confidence motion were 488,000 for the Liberal and Country
exceptionally brief and to the point. I party. At those elections the Labour
think that an extension of twenty minutes party obtained 360,000, 490,000 and
546,000 votes respectively. The figures
is fair.
for
the Country paI'lty were: 1945,
The SPEAKER.-The matter is one for
153,000; 1947, 177,000; and 1950,
the House to decide.
128,000.
Brigadier TOVELL (Minister of EduThe outcome O'f the recent electlOn
cation).-I would be prepared to move
an amendment providing that the exten- was that the Liberal and Country party
sion should be half an hour.
obtained 40 per cent. of the votes, the

48

Want of Oonfidence

[ASSEMBLY.J

Labour party 45 per cent., and" the
Country party 10 per cent.
For the
Country party there was a drop from 17
per cent. in 1945, t'O 14 per cent. in 1947,
and to 10 per cent. in 1950. The figures
for the Liberal and Country party increased from 20 per cent. in 1945 to 30
per cent. in 1947, and then to 40 per cent.
at the recent election. The Labour party
obtained 41 per cent. in 1945 and again
in 1947, and 45 per cent. at the recent
election.
'
We must face up to the constitutional
position which would arise if the Country
party did take office as the outcome of
its present alliance with the Sociali~,t
pa1rty. You will remember, Mr. Speaker,
that the Leader of the Opposition this
morning said that his party was going
t'O put the Country party into ,office. In
the course of the recent election campaign, there was no disclosure by the
Country party o,f its intention to govern
with the support of the Labour party,
and there was active misrepresentation
by the Labour party of its intention to
govern without an absolute majority.
In effect, the Leader of the Opposition
said this morning that he will govern
through the Country party.
If the pr'Ojected Government come~
into being, there will be minority rule
of a flagrant and unprecedented nature.
As I have already pointed out, the
position is not parallel with that which
obuained in 1935.
We shall have
government by a Ministry pledged to
govern according to principles opposed
by its own proclaimed policy at the
recent election. It will be a negation of
all that was said by the Leader of the
Country party and the Leader of the
Lahour party in their election addresses.
It will mean, in effect, that various proposals will be implemented by a minority
Government pledged against the Socialist party's objective, yet relying upon
the suppor:t of that party, whose members have signed 'on the dotted line to
support the first plank of its poHcy-the
socializa Hon of the means of production,
distribution, and exchange, which words
were taken out of the Marxian manifesto.
That will be the constitutional position
and it will be a fraud upon the electors.
Mr. Oldham.
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We still live under a dem'Ocratic form
of government, which can be carried on
only if the policies to be followed are propounded by candidates during election
campaigns, and are voted upon by electors. Never once during the recent campaign was there the slightest suggestion by the Leader of the' Opposition
that he would put into power a
Country party Govlernment upon its
making a bargain to, give effect to
certain planks of the Labour party platform. Not one word was said by the
Leader of the Country party to indicate that his party would take office supported by the Socialist par.ty and would
implement sections of that party's
policy. Of course, this arrangement can
be laughed off as a marriage of convenience.
Mr. GALVIN.-At the moment, you look
like a blushing bride.
Mr. OLDHAM.-I do not know what
;the bride in Ithis particular marriage is
doing, although the bridegroom is smiling in anticipation. There has been a
most extraordinary proceeding never before followed in romances of this kind.
U suaUy, there is an air of mystery in
such events, but in this instance nothing has been left to the imagination.
'Day aflter day, we have read in ;the newspapers about Mr. McDonald being with
Mr. Cain, and Mr. Cain with Mr.
McDonald, neither letting the other out
of sight. They have been afraid to move
out of each other's company. We have
seen photographs of Mr. McDonald having cups of tea with Mr. Cain, of Mr.
McDonald talking to Mr. Cain in the
corridors of Parliament House, and we
have read of the bargaining that has
been going on-a kind of strip-tease
process.
One day we heard the suggestion that
there should be reform of the Legislative
Council, confined merely to ithe extension
of the franchise to ex-servicemen and
their wives and to the wives of persons
already entitled to vote. Then the shirt
or something of that nature was taken
off and we learned that adult franchise
for Legislative Council elections was desired. Later, there was discussion about
Collingwood being added Ito the area of
the City of Melbourne. Then more
garments came off and a proposal conc~rning a Grea:ter Melbourne Council was
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mentioned. Another day we heard about
factory legislation and later about the
raising of prices. As time went OIl,
another garment, which shall be nameless, was removed and a suggestion was
put forward to establish wages Boards
for rural workers. Manoeuvring also
took place in regard Ito a redistribution
vf seats in 'the Legislative Assembly.
One day the stockings are on and the
next day they are off. At present, nobody knows the exaot state of the bride's
apparel. She is probably making a new
arrangement outside at ,this moment.
Mr. GALVIN.-With the Premier.
Mr. OLDHAM.-Where the parties are
getting to, we do not know. Speaking
seriously, and in conclusion, the plain,
hard facts are these: In a democracy,
if there is to be health in the community,
the words uttered at election time, and
upon which persons are elected :to the
all-important positions in which they
represent the people, should be relied on.
Mr. Chifley has learned that lesson. At
a previous Federal election, no mention
was made of the proposed banking monopoly. La;ter, an outraged people did not
forget ,tha1t an a'ttempt had been made,
without the approval of the electorate,
to put legislation of that kind on the
Commonwealth statute-book.
In the past we have seen a sorry
picture of what happens to :people who
flirt with the Labour party. We know
tha,t there are bigger issues than the
mere passing of porbLo]i:os. There is the
all-important question of democracy. It
must be recognized that, in the community, there is the clear-cut demarcation of pol1tical thought between those
who believe in democracy and those who
believe in Socialism.
Those who advocate bureaucracy believe in the ordering of our lives by Governments from
the cradle to the grave--they are those
who believe that everybody should be
fitted into some litHe Socialist niche
leading-as the" Red" Dean of Canterbury recently
explained-to Communism.
On the other hand, there is fue way
of Hfe whi,ch, I believe, the great
majority of the elected representatives
of th[s House consider is the right way_
There are those who believe in private
entel'prise and the rig-ht of people to
own property, the right to accumulate
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something f.or themselves and their
children, and to have rewards f.or hard
work and sacrifice. Every time 'an
attempt is made to short-circuit the
proper wor~ng of the demooratic
ma'chine, the life of that maohline is
lessened and the respect of the people
for it is diminished.
If the Labour party has concluded an
agreement with the Country party it
has LorgotJten one thing. Apparently, it
is under the impression that it has a
majority in the Legislatlive Council to
support ins proposals, but I say .that it
has not 'a majority in the Upper House.
If the Country pa'rty thinks it can give
the LaJbour party a guarantee of securing a lIIl'aj,o:r.ity in the Council, I offer it
my solemn assurance that it witH not be
able to do so, because I know.
It is just as well to know exactly
where we ,stand in this matter. We should
strip away 'all the facetiousness, the
interjections, and an the petty talk, and
face up to the present situation.
The
people gave no mandate fOT what is now
proposed to be done by the Country
party and the Labour party, and giving
effect to the proposed pact would be
flying in the fa'ce of the speeches made
by the responsible Leaders of those two
parties. I repeat that there is no mandate f,or their action, and just as the
Ohifley banking proposals failed, the
present proposaJ will also ,fail. I suggest that instead of wasting the time of
the House debating a motion of want of
confidence, we shoU'ld aU get togetJ:1er,
because there is a big job to be done to
ensure the develO'pment of the Sta'te. If,
once aga'in, we are to be side-tracked
from that job by petty manoeuvrings
which lack the spirit of human understanding and common sense, we shall
be betraying the mandates upon which
we were sent to ·thils House to represent
the people of Victoria.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT (Minister of
Agriculture).-I desire to b~gin my
contribution to this debate with a
quotation which I think from every
point O'f view is very appos'ite.
It is
thisI have never heard such a futile submission of a want-of-confidence motion. The
Country party is hungry for office. That
is the first plank in the platform of the
Country party. They are prepared to pay
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any price and to agree to any condition in
order to get back to office. The Country

party members are impossible.
Fancy
putting them in charge of the country!
Who made that observation? It was

my honorable friend, the Leader of the
Labour 'party.
Mr. CAIN.-What did you quote that
from?
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-From the
debate on a want-of-confidence motion
submitted by the Leader of the Country
party in this House on the 30th of
October, 1946. I think that quotation
makes the cap fit exactly today. The
Country party is still hungry for office.
Mr. BARRY.-How did you vote then?
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT. - I was
allied with them. In 1946 the Leader
of the Labour party said, referring to the
Country pa,rty, "They are prepared
to pay any price!" I came to this House
today knowing full well what was in
store for us but, like every member on this
side and particularly like many of the
visitors in the galleries, I expected the
Leader of the Country pa'rty to give us
something meaty. He had moved a
motion of want of confidence in the
Governmen t, and the least we expected
was a long substantiated story showing
where we had failed and how we had
forfeited the confidence of the country
and the House. We sat with bated
breath waiting for his long list of charges.
He spoke for only six and a half minutes,
and in that time made one or two brief
observations, and one or two submissions
which I regard as extraordinary; but I
am sure that the impartial judgment of
others who listened to him will endorse
my view that he did not SUbstantiate the
charge that the Government had forfeited the confidence of the House or of
the country.
In his barren speech there were one or
two statements to which I want to direct
the attention of honorable members. He
said that the facts disclosed by the recent
election were so and so, 'and he put up a
sham battle cry in an endeavour to prove
to the people of the country that the
Country party had received a mandate.
My honorable friend, the AttorneyGeneral, submitted to the House an
analysis from certain angles of the
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results of the l'ast election.
I wish to
submit an analysis from another and
different angle. It shows that the
Country party received only 10.6 per
cent. of the votes recorded-a 'fact
which everybody but members of the
Country party admits. On those figures,
the Country party did not by any sketch
of the imagination-even by the stretch
of their own elastic imagination as they
apply it in these matters-receive a
mandate to come back with a greater
strength than thirteen. All the talk in
the world will not convince the House or
the people to the contrary.
Mr. WHITE (Allendale).-Leave that
to us.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-We have
waited for speakers on the Opposition
side to SUbstantiate the charges, but their
dumbness is highly signi-ficant and will
not escape the notice of the people; It
is not only true that members of the
Country party 'received only 10.6 per
'cent. of the votes, but it is also true that
their numbers are out of all .proportion
to the voters they represent.
Mr. LIND.-Tell the country people
that.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-It is well
recognized, and my Labour friends will
be interested in what I am going to say
about it. Members of the Country party
represent an average per member of
9,676 voters, and no more. We on the
Government side represent almost twice
as many, because we have an average of
18,102. My friends in the Labour party
represent, per member, an average of
22,786. That is a significant fact which
members sitting in the Opposition corner
should try to get into their heads. Let
me now put it the other way, from the
point of view of metropolitan representation. The Liberal and Country
party also happens, despite all that
members of the Opposition may say, to
have more country members than the
Country party has, and-what is more
significant-each of our country members
on analysis represents 14,347 voters, as
against 9,676 represented by each member of ,the Country party. F~om whatever point of view we look at it the
members of the Country party do not
represent even a true 10 per cent. of the
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electors. The figures are there to sub- say, has no parallel in the blackest chapstantia te that fact. The second signifi- ters .of the political history of this State.
cant statement made by the Leader of The Premier referred to certain negotithe Country party was-and I took ations between himself and the Leader
careful note or what he said-that he of the Country party.
was not concerned with the newspapers
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-There
or with public opinion.
were no negotiations.
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton) .-1 did
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-I shall
not say that.
follow the example of the Premier by
.Mr. LIND.-He named two newspapers. reading the letter.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-I agree.
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-You
He said he was not concerned with the can read it as much as you like.
newspapers, particularly with the Herald
Lieut.-Colonel
DENNETT. - The
and the Sun News-Pictorial) nor was he Leader of the Country party will not
concerned with public opinion. It is deny that he wrote it.
typical of the whole plot disclosed here
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-I shall
today that the honorable member is not
concerned with public opinion. He has deal with that matter before the debate
given every evidence of that today, and finishes.
for him to sneeringly disregard the fact
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-It is all
that the circulation of the metropolitan very well for the Leader of the Country
newspapers exceeds 1,000,000 a day, party to try to thrust the point aside,
discloses the vacancy in the minds but he is unable to get away from the
of the people who are trying to place letter he wrote. Following a discussion
themselves on the Treasury bench. The he had with the Premier when that honCountry party is not concerned, but orable gentleman was in hospital, the
surely it should realize that the news- Leader of the Country party wrote a
papers do reflect public opinion.
letter con taining this passage:I thought I had made it clear to you that
Mr. LIND.-Some newspapers do.
any propositions from the Liberal and
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-I assume Country party to the Country party had to
that the members of the Country party be in writing.
think the newspapers do not reflect pubMr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-That
lic opinion.
My next point is that is correct.
despite every effort by the Premier and
Lieut.-Colonel
DENNETT. - The
the Deputy Premier in their speeches today, the Country party has not disclosed Leader of the Opposition denied that
the t€rms of its unholy alliance with the there was any agreement with the
Labour party.
An indignant public Country party, but the Leader of the
expects those terms to be disclosed. I Country party has not yet denied it, and
regard it as particularly significant that if he will, I should like him to do so. The
the Country party has had little to say Country party said, in effect, that it
would have nothing to do with the Liberal
on that subject.
I agree with the Premier that the and Country party unless the proposi-:
Leader of the Opposition is doing what tions were put in writing. It wants
one would expect of him when he aims everything from the Liberals in black
at gaining some advantage by a political and white, but it is prepared to take
manoeuvre and by out-smarting the just the spoken word of the Socialists.
Country party. As one of this morning's It does not ask Labour to put it all in
newspapers aptly commented, it amounts writing. In other words, the Country
to blackmail from the backblocks. We party will take the word of the Socialists
on the Ministerial side of the House have but not of the Liberals. I think the
been waiting for the Country party to people of Victoria are entitled to know
give more information to the people of if there is anything in writing about the
Victoria in an endeavour to justify the terms of this disgraceful pact.
extraordinary course which has been
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-I shall
taken to-day and which, I venture to give my answer at a later stage.
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Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-I presume
that is the utterance of a guilty man
and that there is something in writing.
If that be so the public, as well as Parliament, are entitled to know the terms
and conditions under which the Country
party is receiving Labour support. What
is the price? What is engraved on the
ten or eighteen pieces of silver?
Is
there anything about a Greater Melbourne Council?

in Ministers.

admitted that one of the terms is the
establishment of a Greater Melbourne
Council.
Mr.
McDoNALD
(Shepparton).Nothing has been admitted.
Lieut.-Colonel DENlNETT.-It has also
been admitted, by the silence of the
Country party-its refusal t.9 accept my
invitation to deny it-that there is somE'
agreement about the franchise for the
Upper House.
Mr. MUTToN.-Do you think I would
Mr. GALVIN.-What is wrong with
that?
{ be aJble :toO get a techn1ica.rl school at
Coburg?
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-That the
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Country party pretended to fight
Michaelis) .-Order ! I ask the Minister
Socialism from an obviously false platof Agriculture to addrE:$'s ,the Chair, and
form is confirmed to-day by its agreeOpposition members no't to' persistently
ment with the principle of the establish- interject.
I would particularly appeal
ment of a Greater Melbourne Council, to membe~s on .the Opposition front
although that party has not one member bench to set an exam,ple to the new
who has an electora'te within 50 miles membeJ'lS, many of whom are looking to
of Melbourne. It has no interest what- the older ,members ifor guidance 1n
ever in city matters.
There has pr,ocedure.
been no denial by the Country party
DieU't.-Colnnel DENNETT.-I have
of my suggestion that 'it has agreed
amtyly demonstrated the .point tha't the
to the condition to which I have
just referred.
Is there any similar public de'siore to know the terms on
whioh this Country paI'1ty-..JLabour party
arrangement about an alteration in the
aHiance ha's been based.
franchise for the Upper House? Again,'
Mr. 'MUTToN.-They win have to give
there is an ominous silence. Absence of
me
something.
denials indicates that the Country party
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-The honhas sold out to the Sodalists. Is there
any agreement about Cilmendments of the orable member for Coburg now has his
chance.
The Country party wiH give
Workers' Compensation Act?
hfun anything; it will even Cilgree to the
Mr. DODGSHUN.--"Would you object removal of Pentridge, perhaps to Caulto that?
field!
Other Ministers will deal with
Lieut.-Colonel
DENiNETT.-Appar- the administration nf the Departments
ently there is some agreement about a under their control.
State Wages Board for rural workers.
Mr. GALvIN.--Tel~ us something about
\Vould there be any dissent if I said that the pasteuMza'tion of milk
eighteen points of agreement were subLieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-The honmitted in the negotiations and that the orable ·member knows that ,the GovernCountry party accepted fifteen of them?
ment took action in that direction. In
Mr. McDoNALD (Shepparton).-You the Iseven-m'inute speech delivered by
the 'mover of this want-'Of-confidence
will receive your answer in due course.
motion there was a significant absence
Lieut.-Colnnel
DENNETT .-Again of specifi·c ex,amples of aUeged malthere is no denial from the Opposition adminilstr·a t'ion on the part of ithe
corner. The Country party has clearly Government.
The tenoT of the comdemonstrated to-day that it is entirely plain t .of the Leader nf the Country
insensible to public feeling about this party i,s that the present Government is
Al though such a claim
political plot.
I think the people of incompetent.
Victoria, and particularly those in the may be sufficient for members on the
country areas, are entitled to know the Opposition side of the House, it ,is not
terms of the arrangement. It has been sufficient for the people of Victor,ia. I

Want of Confidenoo

[22

JUNE}

thought the mesmerist had disappeared
from the Country party ranks, but
apparently its few remain'ing members
are still mesmerized, when they can
twist the result of the recent Assembly
elections in the way they have. When
a want-of-confidence -motion is submitted, surely the pubUc is enti Ned to
Some detailed sta tement 'indica ting
where and haw th'e Government has
failed in 1ts administration. Apart from
the brief contribution by its Leader, no
Country party member has said one
word in condemnation of the Government's admini'Strat'ioon.
Hawever, the rea'l leader-the Leader
of the Labour party-did attack the
Government on its plans f.or the gasifioation of brown coal and other pro-.
posals. Such an attack should rightly
ha ve been made by the mover of the
motion. It is good political manoeuvring
on the part of the Labour party to put
the Country party where it wants it.
The Premier and the Deputy 'Premier
have 10gioal'ly demonstrated that this
move is only the beginniing of an
attem'pt to drive a wedge between the
parties const1ituting the present Federal
Governmen t.
Mr. BUCKINGHAM.-Why d~d you not
think of that during the recent State
election cam:paign?
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-Lt is all
very well for the Country party to deny
that the Premier made certain overtures
to it. I heard the Premier m'a'ke them,
as d~d the <honorable member for Wontha'ggi, in -at least one broadcast speech.
The only reply from the Leader of the
Country party was, " I will have nothing
·to do with you until I have exhausted
tile possibilities of my bargaining with
the Labour party."
One of the first
proposa'ls dealt with by the last annual
conference of the Uiberal and Country
par.ty in Me1bourne was that it should
again -make representations to the
Country party favouring a united front
a'ga'inst the Socialist and Communist
parties. As a result of our deliberations
the -following telegram was sent to the
Leader of the Oountry party and to its
president, Mr. Moss:For your information following telegram
forwarded.
Chief president this State
Council of the Liberal and Country party
repeats its previous offers to the Country
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party of complete amalgamation so that
one united democratic front may be presented to the Socialist and Communist
parties.
DONALD MACKINNON, President.

The reply ·from the Leader of the
Country party was a'S foHows:Your telegram received.
It is impertinent, bumptiOUS, and completely dictatorial. The State Liberal party incapable
of presenting any form of a democratic
front against Communism and Socialism.
Country party is capable of and will fight
these problems at all times, even when
sponsored by a Liberal Government. The
Country party in conference last Tuesday
rejected amalgamation with Liberal party.
Country party is pledged to support proper
legislation and efficient administration in
interests of every section of the people.
Please read this telegram to your State
Council to-day as I have given copy to
press.
JOHN G. B. McDONALD,
Leader Country Party.

That was the only reply received to an
honest, sincere effort on the part of the
Liberal and Country paTty to work
party is worthy of that name? It is
useless for members to say that the
party to which I belong has not done
everything possible to unHe wi-th the
Country panty-as the electors gave us
a mandate to do-to fight a'gainst the
Socialist party.
Mr. BUCKINGHAM.-Your party used
the name of our party.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT .-In view
of the fact that the Country party obtained only 10 per cent. of the votes in
the last election and now consists of
far fewer members than the Liberal and
Country party has, does the honorable
member mean to say that the Country
party is worthy of thait name? "It is
" impertinent, bumptious, and oompletely
dictatorial" for him to make such an
interjection. Every country member of
the Liberal and Country party represents an average of 14,347 electors,
whereas
each
member
of
the
Oountry party represents an average
of only 9,876. On those figures
has not Ithe Government party a better
right to call itself a Country party? At
least the Government party is not sectional; it does preserve the rights of
both country and cityeleotors in the
same way as it preserves the balance
between country and city generally.
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The Government party would not sell
out on such issues as are apparently included in the arrangement between the
Labour party and Ithe Country party,
for example, the re-organiza1:ion of the
Melbourne City Council and adult franchise for the Legislative Council. The
Country party says, in effeot, "A fig
for city interests!" It is clear that that
pa1rty does not deserve its present title.
I had intended to describe the practical
achievements of the Government, emphasizing what it had accomplished on
behalf of country interests.
Mr. BROSE.-Government supporters
recently tried hard to tell country
electors what the Government had
done, but those electors did not appear
to believe what was said. If there were
another election such as that of 1945,
the Liberal and Country party would
cease to exist.
DENNETT. - The
Lieut.-Colonel
Country party would not like to 1:est
that question. The only solution of the
present problem is another appeal to the
people. I hope that we shall be hearing
something from the alleged Country
party.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-You will be.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-I am glad
of that. I think the public are entittled
to something more meaty or, to change
the figure, something more concrete and
definilte in the shape of reasons for the
Country party's challenge.
In my
opinion to-day is a black one in the
political history of Victoria.
Mr. CAIN.-It is, for the Minister and
his colleagues.
.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-Temporarily.
Mr. LIND.-Do not take it so badly.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-I am not
taking it badly. I am endeavouring to
emphasize a point which, however, I am
unable to press upon pumpkin heads.
The people, who do not approve of what
is happening to-day, require something
better than the shameful mockery of a
six-and-a-half-minute speech by the
Leader of the Country party. Members
on the Opposition side of the
House should read the Sun N ewsPictorial) the Age) the Argus) and
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the
Herald.
If
they
can
find
metropolitan newspapers which have an
aggregate circulation of more than
1,000,000 copies a day saying one word
to justify the want-of-confidence motion,
I am prepared to do something for them.
The parties on the Opposition side of
the House are completely out of touch
with public opinion. If arty member on
that .side thinks he can stultify public
opinion by merely making insulting references to the press, as the Leader of
ithe Country party did, I can assure him
that he will not "get away with anything." I understand now from the
Deputy Leader of the Country party that
some members of that party propose to
submit something more definite and
,meaty in justification of the want-ofconfidence motion.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-We require something to which we can reply.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-That is
the best piece of corkscrew logic I have
ever heard. The Country party moves
a want-of-confidence motion and then
has the impertinence 1:0 say that it wants
something to reply to.
Mr. DODGsHuN.-The Government is
on the defensive.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-That. is
not so; it is the Country party which is
on the defensive. Its members should
make no error in that regard. I would
advise them to wait until they get back
to their electorates and discover what
the people there think of this treacherous, . shameful episode in Victoria's
political history. Those honorable members should not disregard public opinion
on this matter.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-If a test were made
in my electorate to-morrow, a Liberal
and Country party candidate would not
obtain the 3,200 votes scored by my
opponent in the last election.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-If the
Country party continues to play this
kind of political trickery _on the people,
not one of its members will be returned
at the next election.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-H is not political
trickery. I may yet expose some of the
Government's efforts in that direction.
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Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-Government supporters are waiting for the
Country party to do so. Despite the
fact that in the last election 617,000
votes were registered against Socialism
compared with 546,000 votes in favour
of it, the honorable member claims that
the action taken against the Government
to-day is not political trickery.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-I propose to give you
an answer. You have not mentioned
your Leader's policy speech at Ballarat.
Lieut.-Colunel DENNETT.-What has
that to with the matter?
Mr. DODGsHuN.-The election was
fought on that policy speech.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-I do not
know what has come over members of the
Country party. After its represent.atives
had left the Government I believed that
the party had been mesmerized, although
I thought that when the effect of mesmerism had worn off, Country party
members would awaken. On the contrary, ,they are worse than they have
ever been in the course of their shameful
political history.
Mr. DODGsHuN.-The honorable gentleman is coming out in his true colours,
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-I would
remind the Deputy Leader of the Country party of his corkscrew reasoning" give us something to reply to." Since
the Leader of the Country party opened
the debate with a speech lasting less
than seven minutes, the Government has
been waiting for something to reply to;
but there has been nothing. The Government can boast of achievements in every
Department that has been under its control. If members on the Opposition side
of. the House have any real grounds for
attacks against the Government, or any
line of criticism regarding the administration of the Departments, over which I
have had jurisdiction for two and a half
years, I shall. be glad to hear their views.
The fact is that the Government's
attackers have nothing worth while to
say. If it is imagined that I will bowl up
a lot of points for the Government's
attackers. to answer, I suggest that the
boot "is on the other foot. The Country
party is the one that is selling out and
its members will be tried in due course
by the people.
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Mr. DODGSHuN.-You have not yet
answered my leader. How can the
Liberal and Country party provide stable
Government?
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-When the
honorable member reads in Hansard the
report of his Leader's speech-Mr. GALVIN.-When you read the
report of your speech you will laugh.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-I may
laugh, but I shall probably cry at the
thought that a member of this House
who happened to be a Minister was faced
with the necessity of rising to deliver a
speech such as I have made. Most members of the public will cry, more especially
those who provided the 10 per cent.
vote for the Country party; they will
bow their heads in shame. The Country
party is selling out to SociaUsm on terms
which I have enumerated and which the
Country party does not deny. Why do
not the members of that party behave as
honest men would? Why do not they
behave as honest representatives of their
electorates? Instead of baiting me, it
would be better for the Country party
to inform the House of the exact terms
of the arrangement with the Labour
party_ I shall cry for shame because I
realize that the opinion democracy expressed at 'the recent election is to be
deliberately flouted by the Country
party. I can sense public opinion, and
I warn members of :the Country party:
" God help you when you next come before the people because you are perpetrating the worst" sell-out" in the history of the State."
Sir THOMAS MALTBY (Minister in
Charge of Electrical Undertakings).By interjection from the Opposition, the
Government has been challenged ito give
Ithose members something to answer. It
is extraordinary that that challenge
should come from members of a party
which seeks to govern without a mandate and without the numbers. That
party has shirked Us responsibility to
the House and to the people by not giving reasons why the present Government, the members of which belong to
the largest party, does nat possess the
confidence of the House. The Leader
of -the Country party, white-faced and
trembling, came to the table and in a
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few words-allowing for his introductory and concluding remarks-said all
he had to say against the Government
and its actions over the last couple of
years. He spoke for only six and onehalf minutes. Although that was unprecedented, it was also an offence to
the electors, who were not informed of
the reasons why the Government should
be displaced. In seconding the motion,
the Leader of Ithe Opposition betrayed
a modesty of demeanour and an economy
of words that did not fit his style. However, I can understand his case. He is
what I may term the" pusher-up." In
our boyhood days, we all saw a Punch
and Judy show, and so I do not use the
expression in an offensive way because
the "pusher-up" is the actual flesh and
blood, the driving force, which puts the
puppets up into the little window to be
viewed by the multitude. The Leader
of ithe Opposition fulfilled his role with
all propriety, and I commend him for
the manner in which he did so.
The Deputy lJeader of the Country
party has asked us to give members of
his party something to answer. As I
have no Department to defend, I shall
cite one or two matters. To-day the
Coun try party has denied pacts or bargains with the Labour-Socialist party.
If that denial is true, and there is no
pact or agreement, the position is worse
than it firsl1: appeared ,to be. It means
that the Country party has sold itself,
its followers, and the State of Victoria,
unconditionally to the Socialist party. If
a bargain had been made and if, in its·
untrusting way, the Labour party had
insisted upon the Country party signing
it, the members of that party would
have known the price that Victoria
would have to pay for their action. If,
on the other hand, they have not reached
an agreement, and in their greed for
office they have sold out or given away
the Government of the State by their
own volition-on mere word of mouththe position becomes more reprehensible
than ever.
Mr. BARRY.-Why don't you say something nasty to. the Country party?
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I have not
the heart Ito do so because I am saddened
by what members of the Country party
are doing. I have no bitterness towards
anybody.
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Mr. CAIN.-You missed the Speakership?
~ir THOMAS MALTBY...,-I did not. I
a'm enjoying mysel'f more now than I
have f.or the last two years. Many times
when I was Speaker, I felt like tossing
my wig over the chair and coming on
to the flOoor of the House.
Mr. BARRY.-YoU seem to be the only
happy member of the Government who
has spoken.

Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I am not
unhappy. If this Government falls, I
believe it will go out with dignity and
without squealing. In that respect, it
will follow the example set by the
Leader of the Labour party in similar
circumstances, not the example of the
Country party. In the Countryman of
the 21st of April last, there was reported
a resolution passed at a Country party
conference. It read-Conference deploring misrepresp.n:tation
by our political opponents . . . . .

The Labour party.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-That is your
pretation.

inter~

Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-If the
Deputy Leader of the Country party
says that the Lahour party is not its
political opponent, he had better explain
that to his party's followersAnd in a section of the press declares
that the Country party has no alliance or
compact with the Labour party or any other
party.

The Leader of the Country party is wearing a tie of the McDonald clan. I think
he ought to exchange it for the Campbell
tartan, in memory of Glencoe. When
he opened the campaign f.ur his party at
the last election he was reported in the
Shepparton paper as having saidWe are not prepared to place our future
and the future of country dwellers in the
hands of a political party-

He meant the Liberal party.
whose careless and cruel neglect of
country interests brought the Country
party into existence 34 years ago.
We
refuse to yield to city domination.

By its present action, the Country party
is yielding to the domination of a city
party that has two members in the
country.
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Mr. CAIN.-You should know how
many members we have in the country.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-According
to the statement I. have read, the Leader
of the Country party made it clear that
he would not do that which he is now
doing. I ask that when he is replying to
the debate, he will reconcile the present
intentions of his party with its former
opposition to the Labour attitude
respecting the Communist party Bill
now before the Federal Parliament and
the frustration of that measure by the
Socialists-who are of the same flesh
and blood, politically, as those with
whom he now sits-and the action of the
Labour party regarding child endowment and banking. I ask him also to
remember the part played by the Country
party in this State in its efforts to frustrate the attempt of the Chifley Government concerning the banking proposal.
Notwithstanding all that the Country
party did in fighting with us against the
Socialist objective of banking control
and its statements that it was opposed to
Communism-which it believed should
be banned-it now ties itself with the
very party which is frustrating the vote
of the Australian people who desire to
protect the banks and destroy Communism.
Mr. CAIN.-That is not true. The
Labour party in the Federal Parliament
does not oppose the anti-Communist Bill;
it is on the question of onus of proof
that it disagrees with the Government.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I am glad
to hear from the Leader of the Opposition that his party is co-operating in the
passage of the Bill. I have in my possession at the moment copies of the constitution and rules of the three political
parties in Victoria.
Mr. GALvIN.-Tell us why you got out
of the Liberal party in 1945.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-For the
benefit of those who were not members of
this House in 1945, I take the opportunity to answer the request of the honorable member about the episode of that
year. It was brought about through
the actions of the then Country party in
its endeavour to prevent the present
Liberal and Country party from implementing its election pledges with respect
to civil servants.
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Mr. HAYES.-You scabbed on your own
party.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The Country
party will do the same to the Labour
party.
Mr. BARRY.-You acted against yOul'
own party; you did not want to play fair
with the public servants.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-Whatever I
did was in fulfilment of my pledges to
public servants.
Mr. BARRY.-You acted against the
wishes of members of your own party;
you ratted on them, because they would
not do the high things you wanted them
to do.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The position
was brought about by the inHuence of the
Country party endeavouring to frustrate
justice to the Public Service. I assure
you, Mr. Acting Speaker, that there is
consternation in the Public Service this
day because of the possibility of the
Country party again dominating the
Treasury and setting back our Public
Service in respect of the conditions of
employment, and wages and salaries.
Mr. BARRY.-Your Government was
defeat:ed because it would not give the
Public Service a tribunal.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-Thanks to
the party sitting on the Opposition corner benches. I have in my hand two
aces and the joker.
Mr. WHITE (Allendale).-And you
cannot take a trick leven with them.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-If dummy
will keep quiet, I shall be able to continue my speech. The first booklet from
which I shall quote is " The Constitution
and Platform of the Australian Labour
Party." I shall show the incompatibility of the proposed alliance. It may
be said that it is a political marriage. I
suggest that it is not. The parties may
intend to sleep together, but they will
not be married.
Mr. CAIN.-What is :the date of your
copy of the constitution of the Australian Labour party?
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-It is dated
1948. This booklet is priced at 1s., and
a marginal note reads, "Gilt enamelled
pendants 2s." The word "gilt" is
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"g-u-i-l-t."
set out in
is a later
The objec-

1. The socialization of industry, production, distribution, and exchange.

I point out to members of the Country
party ,that they are producers, and that
they claim to represen t <those rural
workers who voted for them. However, they are now allying themselves
with those members who were elected
for the socialization of production.
Mr. BARRY.-SO did you when you
were a trade unionist.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-This is the
subjeot on which the honorable member
was silent in those days.
Mr. BARRY.-That is not so. When
you were a trade unionist the position
was just the same.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-Does the
honorable member suggest that every
trade unionist votes Labour?
Mr. BARRY.-No.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I repeat the
objective of ,the Australian Labour party
-" The socialization of industry, production, distribution, and exchange."
That means that even if the Country
party overcame the obstacle of having
its production sQcialized, it might not
be perm~1Jted to distribute or handle it.
lt would be subjected rto the Soviet system of collective farms, under which
primary producers would be directed
how and what they were to grow, also
when and where. After that the distribution of -the products would pass from
their hands. Exchange, of course, deals
wirth banking.
I trust that the Country party clearly
understands what it is doing in allying
itself with the Labour party. The Country party's platform contains several
objeotives. Number 3, which is a very
wor.thy one, is nOlt, I understand, found
in the constitution of other parties. It
reads as follows:"(a)

To uphold the integrity of the Empire, and further the interests of
those who have fought for it."

That is not relevant to the present dis. cussion, but another objective is, I suggest, quite incompatible in the alliance
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that the party now proposes to make
with the Labour party. Apparently the
Country party has forgotten that Hs constitution includes the. following ideal:"(d) To oppose State Socialism ana regimentation and the wasteful absorption of
man power in administrative Departments,
and by the foregoing and all other possible
means to reduce the burden of taxation to
the lowest possible level on individuals and
companies, thus creating the incentive fo!'
increased production."

I stress the opening words "to oppose
Socialism and regimentation." Apparen tly, the Country party has thrown rtha t
part of Hs platform overboard or has
forgotten it. If it has forgotten it, the
party is recreant to the Itrust of the
people who elected its members to this
Parliament. If it has thrown it overboard, Ithe party is betraying the people
who put its members in Parliament.
Mr. McDoNALD (Sheppaflton).-We
are attempting to throw overboard an
inept Government.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I shall now
read from the current edition of the
"Platform of ,the Liberal and Country
Party." The" Primary Object" of :the
party is as follows:" A prosperous and free Australia founded
on1. The imp~rtance of the individual.

That means tha't the State exists for
the individual as against the Socialist
idea, to which the Country party is now
subscribing by Hs present aotion, of the
individual being subordinated to the
machine of the State. Unless the Country party intends again to change its
mind, it will be taking sides with those
who advocate the belief !that the individual should exist for the State. I
continue the qllotation2. The
elected.
3. The
4. The
tive and

sovereignty of Parliament-freely
rule of law and order.
dynamic force of individual initiafree enterprise.

I remind members of the Country party
that the last-m~ntioned objeotive is
inherent in their own party platform.
However, under the projected alliance
free enterprise will go into the discard,
and members of the Country party will
land themselves with their former foes,
the Socialists. Proceeding with my
quest for something to answer, I invite
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members of the Country party in the
Opposition corner-notice, Mr. Speaker,
that I am directing my remarks to the
masters-to be so good as to tell me
what in this programme is inconsistent
with their aims or their policy, or with
what they would do themselves if the
Socialists would allow them.
Mr. McDoNALD (Shepparton).-You
will hear in due course.

Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-If I do, I
shall have at least persuaded the
honorable member that he has something
to answer, and I shall not have spoken in
vain. He did not give this House any
unselfish reason why the Government
should go out of office. The only reason
he gave was that he wanted the Government out of office so that he could go
into power, could satisfy his antipathy to
my Leader and the Liberal and Country
party, could write off an old score, and
could ride in a Packard car.
Mr. LIND.-Rats!
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-A most
appropriate interjection which, I suggest,
was not involuntary. The Leader of the
Country party, if not out of courtesy to
the House, at least out of respect to the
people of Victoria, should have given
reasons other than his own aggrandisement 'why the Government should
be displaced.
If he had followed
time-honoured precedent, he would
have indicated the alternatives to
which he takes exception. I invite
honorable members in the Opposition corner to say which of the
planks in the programme of the Government they would not themselves wish to
carry out.
Mr. CAIN.-You talk about them, but
we will carry them out.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I thank the
Leader of the Opposition for replying to
me on behalf of his servants. He is in
the box seat, but they are in the harness.
The position is that the Government
has pledged itself to develop the coal
resources of the State. I am not sure,
but I have some recollection that in one
of my short-lived periods as a Minister I
brought to a termination and signed the
necessary authorities to start the present
enterprise.
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Mr. CAIN.-They must have
prepared before you took office.
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Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I thank the
Leader of the Opposition again ,for his
help. The matter was well prepared,
and experts had investigated every
relevant aspect. Every known consideration had been weighed, set out, checked,
approved, and verified.
Mr McDoNALD (Shepparton).-What
year was that?
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-Whatever
year I was in the Ministry.
The
honorable member who was Minister
before me does not know what year it
was.
Owing to hesitation by the
Minister preceding me, although all the
necessary information was ready, no
decision was made. The one desire of
the State Electricity Commission was to
obtain a decision because Australia, with
every other country, was standing in
queues all over the world to buy whatlever machinery was available. Any
delay on our part would have placed us
a t the tail of the queues.
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-In 1944
I authorized the expenditure of £1,000,000
by the State Electricity Commission to
start the Latrobe valley scheme. That
was before 1945.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The honorable member makes a peppercorn claim.
I know that I have the concurrence of the
Leader of the Opposition in my statement that the Commission, as soon as it
received the, authority, lost no time in
starting the work. The point I am
trying to lead up to is that members of
the Country party can throw no bouquets
at themselves, 'for regardless of the
party in power, this State is pledged
uncompromisingly to the brown coal
development scheme. I understood the
Leader of the Opposition to say in his
speech that the brown coal gasification
scheme could be set in motion in
eighteen months. I hope he was not
making a mistake. He should know that
it is not a project to be set in motion 'in
eighteen months, for it will entail many
years of preparation. There can be. no
claim by the Country party for credit in
a matter on which all parties are in
complete agreement.
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Milk pasteurization is another subject
on which all parties agree, or do I
understand the members of the Country
party are putting us out because of our
attitude on that? Alternatively, are we
to be turned out because of the steps we
have taken to provide for scientific
training in agriculture or because of our
intention to double irrigation areas
during the next ten years?
Mr. McDoNALD (Shepparton).-That
has been talked of for fifteen ytears.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-That would
include the period when the honorable
member was IMinister of Water Supply,
and the eight-year period during which
his party governed the State, There in
the Opposition corner sits the former
Minister who admits his negligence. I
thank bim for his admission of negligenoe, and I trust tha't he will make a
,proper apology to ,the House before it
dissolves. I repeat that the Leader of
the Country party, who has held the
portfolio of Minister of Water Supply
and was a member of a Country party
Government for nine and a half years,
admits that for eight and a half years
out of fifteen years he talked about the
extension of irrigation areas.
Does the Country par.ty object to our
vigorous policy of forest conservation;
does ,it -abject to the e~penditure of
£26,000,000 on the modernization of the
rai1ways so tha,t they can properly meet
the competition of road transport?
Does it agree or disagree with the importation
of
m-achinery,
railway
workers, houses for those workers, the
modernization -of paissenger transport,
and tJhe speeding up of goods transport?
Mr. SHEPHERD.-And the 'appointmen t of a Commi'ssioner from outside
the Service.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I suggest
that -in these spheres we showd get the
best in the world.
Does the Country
party approve of the electr'ifica tion of
the Dandenong-Tr-ara,lgon -and Melb~)Urne-Geelong railway lines, without
detri,ment to the electricity distr,ibution
for farmers, and the elecltrification of
certain other lines?
Is the Country
party taking exception to the migrat,ion
policy?
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Mr. CAIN.-Wa,s the Government
responsible for in'iti'ating the migration
polky?
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.----MigratIon
is essentiaHy a Feder-al matter in which
the States are -partners, contributors,
and beneficiaries, but as in other cases,
aUhough the Commonwealth initiates,
the States perform, and the hos1:H1ty
af Victoria or any. other State could
frustra'te the migration efforbs of the
Commonwealth Government.
I know
that the Leader of ,the Opposition concurs with much of what the Liber>al and
Country pa'rty wants to do, and that is
why I cannot undeI"stand him supporting the Country -party.
Mr. CAIN.-It is not what you want
to do :but wh'at you do not do that
worries me.
Sir THOMAS 'MALTBY.-It would
not be possible in the aUotted time to
enumerate al,l the things to which the
Country party should give its assent or
publicly declare its oppositi·on. I have
named 'certain of the Government's
proposals; others are the provision of
more 'hospitals, nurses' quarters, preschool centres, and the setting up of a
Mental Hy.giene Authority.
Mr. BARRY.-If you can name one
hospiltai that the Government buHt I
undertake not to interject further.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-J.f it were
not for the efforts of Don Thompson we
would be buHding hospitals much faster
t'han we are at present.
The SPEAKER (the HOD. Archie
Michaelis) .-Order ! The time allotted
to speakers is limited. If any honorable
member -wishes to cont'rover't what is
being said he w,ul have an opportunity
during the course of his own remarks.
I do not think it is fair ,to any member
if there a're con1stan t interjections. I
stated eaI"lier that occasional interjections help the debate but a constant
stream is not fair and I do not think is
in accordance with the traditions of the
House.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY (Minister in
'Charge of Electrical Undertakings).Thank you, Mr. Speaker, but I have
really no objection. Sometimes one
makes a speech whioh is provocative and
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is intended to be so; at other times one
makes a speech which is desired to be
constructive and perhaps challenging.
However, when Opposition members are
uneasy in their consciences even though
there is no provocation, they have to let
off their feelings by interjections and
crossness. That is really the cause of the
interruptions of which you complain.
The Leader of the Country party has
moved that Uris Government no longer
possesses the confidence of the House.
He gave no reasons to which a reply
could be made. Presumably he had no
reasons which his conscience would
allow him to express. He relied on the
old political tactic of simply throwing
the ball into the ring, hoping tor a
scramble on this side of the House out
of which he could get someili'ing that
would provide him with the material for
the speech that he was unable to
construct without it.
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Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-Did
not the Labour party support the
Macfarlan Government?
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-It was
simply a "caretaker" Government and
passed no legislation.
Mr. GALVIN.-What does the constitution of the Liberal and Country
party say about Com'munism?

Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-':Dhe party
simply says that it is out to banish it. As
the Leader of the Opposition said a few
minutes ago we are more concerned with
w ha t people do than with what they say.
Although the Leader of the Country
party has castigated the Premier on the
subject of Communism he is now allying
himself with the party that has
frustrated every effor.t made by the
Liberal party and the Country party in
Canberra to legrope and throw the
Communists.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-What did you do
lt is significant that not only he but about Communism before the Menzies
everyone of the baker's dozen who sits Government brought in the "anti-Red"
with him in the Opposition corner was . Bill, other than break a qovernment?
similarly handieapped or was unwilling
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I invite the
to say anything detrimental to the
Government on a'ccount of its adminis- Leader of ,the Country party Ito take up
tration. It is equally significant that the my challenge. What he proposes now
Country party's masters left it to their is not a marriage; it is living in political
Leader to 'Support him. That Leader was sin, and out of this alliance will come
too astute and knowledgeable to confine distinct losses to both parties concerned.
his remarks to six and a half minutes. It is inconsistent for <the Country party
Although the Leader of the Country to lie down with the Labour dog; it
party did not justify the submission ot will get up with fleas, and the suffering
the motion the Leader of the Opposition will be felt by both. I am sure that an
justified the time he took in seconding angry electorate will reduce 1:he Country party from its present unlucky
it.
strength of Ithir.teen members to a much
The Deputy Leader of the Country smaller number. The issue of writs for
party, by interjection, apologized to the the recent Assembly elections took place
House for his party's silence, which on the 13th of April; the election took
could be construed as dumbness, by say- place on the 13th of May; and the Couning that up till now there had been try party was returned with thirteen
nothing to answer. I now challenge any members. I am not superstitious, but
one or all of the members of the Country the recurrence of thrice thirteen has
party to reconcile fheir actions with the proved unlucky to the State of Victoria.
incompatibility of the objectives of their
Mr. WHATELY (Camberwell).-It is
party and the Labour party. I also remarkable tha!t 'three members have
challenge them to reconcile their pro- been given ,the call from the Governposed affiliation with the opposition of ment side without an Opposition memthe Labour party in Canberra and else- ber making the slightest effoI'lt Ito present
where to the proper control of Com- a case against the Government. Ordinmunism, the provision of child endow- arily :the Speaker's call goes to each
ment, and of private banking.
party in iturn. We' have come to thi~
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Chamber not .to attend a circus, not to
witness a solo performance, but Ito deliberate on an impol'tant motion which
those who have submiotted it have made
'no attempt to justify. That in itself is
an indication of ,the weakness of their
case. Lt is a fUl'ther indication that
they are ashamed of it, as indeed they
must be.
A want-of-confidence motion arise~
from anyone of several factors. The
first is personal pique; the second, objection to !things done in the past by the
Government; and the third, objection to
things likely 'to happen in the future.
But not one word has been offered in
criticism of the Government's programme as outlined in .the Governor's
Speech; neither has there been cri'ticism
offered of ithe past activities of the
Government.
.
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Never previously has it been so difficult to get things done. The Country
party has charged the GOVlernment with
mismanagement . and negligence, but it
has made no attempt to indicate where
mismanagement has been displayed
either by Ministers of the Crown or by
members of the Public Service. As a
previous speaker, has indicated, probably
there has never been a time when members of the Public Service have been in
such good heart. They have been encouraged by improved conditions, quicker
Ministerial decisions and judicious expenditure of money that made it possible for the Departments to proceed
with various urgent developmental
proj'ects.
Let me now quote from a speech made
in 1947 by the present Leader of the
Country party.
On that occasion he
said that there were fourteen charges
that he laid against the' Cain Government, and among them were-

In these days it is important that
words should be used carefully and with
a full sense of responsibility. During
Mr. Cain's surrender on all occasions to
the recent eleCtion campaign I was horrified to pick up in one electorate after the Communists and militants.
The Labour Government is pledged to
another pamphlets identical in wording, . Labour
policy of Socialization, and is comthe only variation being the photograph mitted to Chifiey's socialistic programme.
of the candidate and the name of the
electorate. In its version of the fine art Members will recall the remarks of a
of winning an election, the Labour party former m1ember for Richmond in this
printed a common pamphlet for distri- House (Mr. Keon) that certain Labour
bution throughout Ithe State. On the Government Ministers were much inconfront page of that pamphlet the public venienced every time they had a call
was called upon "to end Ithe scandalous from J. J. Brown. What the Leader
and disgraceful mismanagement" of the of the Country party said in his policy
present Government. No attempt was speech in 1947 is equally true to-day.
made during the election campaign, nor He then saidhas any attempt been made to-day, 10
This is the most momentous election in
indicate any suspicion of scandal. Is the history of this State. Our futUre and
there any member of Parliament, of the our way of living for many years to come
will depend on the result. Not only will the
public, or of the Public Service-and the . electors
of Victoria be vitally interested in
Labour party has it~· ,touts in every the verdict of the people, but the eyes of all
branch of 'the Public Service-who Australians will be equally cast on the votknows of anything even slightly sugges- ing figures. It will be the first real test of
versus Freedom, of Nationaltive of scandal in the admilnistra1tion of Socialization
ization versus Individual Rights. Realising
the Hollway Government? Has anyone the seriousness of the situation and the
suggested that there has been the slight- importance of the issue, the Country and
est mismanagement? In these days, Liberal parties are co-operating in this
in the closest possible way. Any
when the world is a sounding board, campaign
differences between the parties on general
there is a responsibiUty on all not to questions of policy must, in view of the
use words except with some sense socialization issue, be allowed to stand over
of responsibility. The Government is to a more appropriate and convenient
waiting to hear one good reason ad- occasion."
vanced to indicate that it has ceased to There are no real differences between
have the support of the House and is the policies of the two parties. What the
unworthy of representing the people.
Leader of the Country ,party said In
Mr. Whately.
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1947 is modified to some eX:tent by what months agQ with a successful farmer
he said during the electiQn ca.mpaign frQm New South Wales.
A woman
this year when he accused my Leader student of the Sydney university,
of political ,plagiar,ism--->of stealing the studying for the degree in agricultural
policy of the Country panty. I repeat science, at the request of the professor
that there is no difference between the and the Department had visited >the
policies of the Country party and the property of the farmer to gain .practical
Liberal and Country party, except that experience during wheat harvesting.
the interests of ·the fQrmer are
The SPEAKER (the HOD. Archie
primarily cQn<:erned with rural producer
Micbaelis).-Order!
There is too much
eJect ora tes.
conversation in the Chamber.
The
Mr. HYLAND.-That is not a sin.
. Hansard reporter and I are unable to
Mr. WHATELY.-My remarks' apply hear the honorable member's remarks
not so much to the interjectQr as !.O clearly.
some of h'is colleagues. A'S to political
·Mr.
WHATELY. - Several
male
plagiarism,. one of the humorous
features of the last election was that students participated but the professor
when the Premier announced his pru- requested that the woman student who
posal to introduce legislaHQn to provide had had no previous experience on the
for an increase of 25 percent. in super- land should also be given the opportunity
annuation payments to civ'i'l servants, of learning all she could about farming,
the Leader of .one of Ithe Opposition and should be given light odd jobs to do.
parties on the following day announced During the evenings she frequently conhis intention to do the same thing. On versed with the farmer who found that
the next night the Leader of the other she was rather inquisitive. He discourOpposition party did likew,ise.
Then aged 'her questioning to some degree
the secretary of a trade union had ·the but, on the nilght when she was leaving,
effrontery to write to the Liberal and she told him that when she returned to
Country,pa'rty asking ilf it wa!s in favour the university she would be asked to
She
of the proposal as were the other present a report on her studi.es.
pressed
the
famler
,for
additiona,l
inforparties. The union secretary apparently
overlQoked the fact that the proposal mation relating to his trading figures.
was initiated by the Liberal and He gave her most of them. When the
discussion was over she turned to him
Country pa'rty.
and sa1d, "You know, this property
Mr. HAYEs.-That party would takE! ought not tQ be yours; it belongs to the
no action in the m·atter; it merely put
people."
the proposal on paper.
The farmer had been born on that
Mr. WHATELY.-I remember that
great pleasure was !felt by honorable prQperty and his parents had died on
members when IMr. Slater, M.L.C., it; ,they had cut down the trees, had
a former member of this House, leveHed the soil 'and had turned it over
introduced the Workers' Compensation year after year, sometimes under
Ad. It was thought then that a drought conditions and sometimes when
model Bill had been produced, but pri'oes were very low. Yet, he was told
it has since been fQund that anomalies by this student that the property ought
exist, and further modifica,tions are now not to be his; that it belonged to the
proposed. In 1947 the Leader of the people. The honorable member for SunCountry party stated that that was one shine, who has just interjected, knows
of the most momentous periods in tha tit is the policy of his party to
history because it represented the na tionalize the means of production. Do
cl'imax of the fight between individual not the members of the Country party
.freedom and regimentation. Because of know that also?
the solemnity of that statement, the
I appeal to the honorable member for
members of the Count·ry party know
that their a'Uitude Ito-day ils entirely Gippsland Ea'st to reflect upon the fact
opportunist and hypocritical. I recall tha t he and his colleagues are throwing
a conversation which I had a few themselves into the arms of their
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opponents. The only fauLt that has been
attributed to the Liberal and Country
party is that it cannot guarantee stable
government. What is wrong with that?
No party which is not a majority party
can guarantee stable government, and
even then it would be doubtful whether
it could do so. A death may occur in its
ranks or some o~her unforeseen circumstance may aris·e. There is nothing new
in being unable to guarantee stable
govern men t.
Mr. GALVlN.-'Dhat is certainly nothing
new for the Liberal and Country party;
it has never been able to provide stable
government:
Mr. WHATELY.-Neither has the
Labour party been able to guarantee
stable government. Consequently, what
hope of doing so has the Country party,
with its membership of thirteen in this
House? What guarantee has the Country
party that it will not be confronted with
the problem of a hostile Upper House?
FortunMelythere is in this State a
House of Review. I believe there are
gentlemen in that House who, having
joined the Liberal and Country party,
will remain loyal to it and will not play
into the hands of the Socialists. Can the
Labour party give this House a
guarantee that another Government will
be secure? The members of the Country
party do not seem t'O know the price
they will pay for tlle privilege of g'Overning. Have they any guarantee that the
members of the Labour party will n'Ot
become fed up with the bargain in three
month's time? I am sure they have not.
The Labour party will play wi th the
Country party as a cat plays with a
mouse and, when it has finished with it,
that will be the end of the C'Ountry
party.
My party is unable to guarantee stable
government because it does not hold 34
seats in this House. What it can
guarantee, h'Owever, is the willingness to
stick to its word: nothing else is so
precious as that. My party is prepared
to adhere to its policy to do What is
good for the State as a whole, with no
fancy theories.
It certainly d'Oes not
intend to work with and for those whose
methods are dia'metrlcally opposed to its
own.
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The Leader of the Opposition has suggested that members of the Government
party dabble in Socialism.
We have
suffered from that misI'lepreserit~tion
over the years, and we are tired of it.
In the industrial sphere the method of
the Labour party is to make things unprofitable for chosen ventures, such as
the Metropolitan Gas Company.
It
selects an industry and forces it into difficulties, so that ultimately the State must
take it over. It is the policy of the
Labour party to encourage the building
up of big businesses-although they
term us the "big business" party-to
crush out the small man by means of
chain stores and monopolies, so that
when Socialism does come eVierything
will be ready for the bureaucrats to
carryon. The aim of the Labour party
is to force situations so that it can
approach closer to its goal step by step.
The Leader of the Opposition said that
the Liberal and Country party do.es
not know where it is going; on
the other hand, the Labour party
knows precisely where it is going.
It goes forward by stealth and according
to its fixed programme, year by year
weakening, undermining,and creating
discontent. At election time, it gives
no one the slightest idea of what it is
really doing. The public still think that
it is a "reform" party working for the
good of the common man, instead of
which it is aiding and abetting the
Socialist revolution. The Government is
out to fight Socialism, and it is most unfortunate that our natural allies do not
realize the situation.
One of the sad things about the
world to-day, especially in the British
Commonwealth of Nations, is that people
do not 'appear to be able' to make up
their minds. In England, the two major
political parties are almost equally balanced, and a similar position applies in
the Commonwealth Parliament, and in
the States of New South Wales and Tasmania. It may be failure of leadership
on the part of the Liberal and Country
party in allowing rna tters to drift
in
elect'Ora tes
such
as
Carlton.'
Certain members are able to obtain
a Imajority vote of 80 per cent. of the
electors in those areas, and they say
"Look at the wonderful vote we have
received."
They do so because the
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people in those electorates have little idea
of what underlies the election, whereas
in typical Liberal and Country party
electorates it is taken for granted that
one-third of the :electors will support
Labour candidates.
We respect those
people for their views. We encourage
them to learn the truth and we are
happy when they attend our meetings
and discuss matters with us. We do not
try to knock them into insensibility
merely because they support the Labour
party.
One of the biggest tasks to-day is to
provide leaders such as Churchill was
during the war, and so encourage the
people to realize what a terrible threat
exists to our civilization. A" cold war"
is forcing up the cost of living and is
creating other difficulties in Australia,
which should be the finest country in the
world. It would be if we could rescue
it from the evil of a house that is divided
against itself. I do not object to differences of method. Let us have two political parties, both dedicated to the
welfare of Australia. If members wish
to be Socialists, that is their privilege;
but let all who believe in free enterprise
under the law stand together. Then we
will have a guarantee of stability of
government, and Parliaments will last
for three years. This present Parliament may last for one month or for
six months; no one can say how long
it will ,continue because men who are
blood brothers will not stand together.
I do not know of anything that is more
unfortunate than family quarrels. In
all kindness I say to members of .the
Country party that we cannot expect
respect for the law unless ,there is respect
for the law-makers. No matter what
members of that party may say, or
however dumb ,they may remain, the
public will hold them in contempt for
their contemplated action.
I ha.ve no right to sit in judgment on
any man, but I would be lacking in my
duty 11:0 myself and my constituents if
I did not plead with my colleagues
of the Country party to JOIn in
the fight against the slavery which
is Socialism, and for freedom of
enterprise and the development of our
country. I urge the members of ,the
Country party to stand with their
Session 1950.-[3]
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natural allies. Why should it be necessary for a minority party always to demand Cabinet posts? If its members decide to carryon as a minority party,
that is their privilege. Sometimes they
will be cordially invited :to join a party
sitting on this, rt:he Government side of
the House; sometimes 'they may nOit be
invited. If they wish to work particu. larly for the development of rural areas,
that is their prerogative, but it is not
the right of a minority party to frustrate
the will of the people which was so
clearly expressed at the recent. Assembly
election.
Mr. FRASER (Grant).-It is not my
intention to delay Ithe House bUit I wish
to make a few observations on the
motion. I approach the subject with
sincere feelings and some degree of
humiliation. It is not pleasing to find
a party wi,th which I was associated for
many years in ithe position in which irt
is 'to-day. Twice within the last eighteen
months, its leaders have been so unmindful of th'eir obligations and their promises to the people that they have
'broken away from their natural allies
and have associated themselves with the
Labour party in this Assembly. Itt is
' true, as was stated by members earlier,
that in support of the motion the Leader
of the Country party spoke for exactly
six and a half minutes. Virtually, he
submitted the 'motion, but did nothing
else.
Mr. BARRY.-He said a mouthful.
Mr. FRASER.-Every time the honorable member opens his mouth, he puts
his foot in it.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis) .-Order!
I would remind
honorable members that the honorable
member for Grant is making his maiden
speech.
'Mr. SHEPHERD.-He should not be
provocative.
The SPEAKER.-On the occasion of
the making of his maiden speech, a member is entitled to the courtesy of being
'heard in silence. If an honorable member
in that speech should make provocative
rem'arks, members have other means of
redress. Nevertheless, the honorable
member should still be given the opportunity, in accordance with the invariablf
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referred repeatedly to the fact that
there were 38 members supporting the
proposed alliance, and 'because of that
fact, he claimed that a mandate had been
received from the people for what was
,Mr. FRASER.-Thank you, Mr. proposed.
Speaker.
With respect, I made my
While it may be true that no clear
maiden speech yesterday and I do n'ot
mandate was given to the Liberal
seek the privilege, unless you insist,
and Country party, it is equally correct
of being heard in silence. Over a period .
to say that no mandate was given to
of years, I toured the country in com- the Country party.
pany with the Leader of the Country
Mr. BARRY.-Then, what shall we do?
party, explaining that there was little or
no difference between the policies of the
Mr. FRASER.-For once, the honorLiberal party and the Country party. Our able member has ask.ed a sensible quesobjectives were the same, and we hoped tion. In 1947, and again alt the last electo get 80 close together that it would not tion, the people of Victoria clearly gave
be possible for a wedge to be driven· be- a mandate for an anti-Socialist Governtween the two parties.
During the ment in Victoria. For that reason, there
election campa'ign in 1947, I, in company is no justification for the unholy alliance
with the Leader of the Country party, now proposed between the Country and
told the people of Victoria that nobhing the Labour parties~the alliance that has
mattered except the defeat of the Cain been referred to as a marriage of conSocialist Government. In the main, the venience. The Minister of Agriculture
thoughts which I then expressed are still said that this was a black day for Victrue.
I believe that the majority of 'toria, and I agree with his observation.
those associated with the Country party I wish to make clear that when I left
would regret to say that their policy is the Country party, I relinquished a posinot identical with that of the Liberal tion which was worth approxima1tely
and Country party.
From that point £2,000 a year. I do not regret having
of view, there .js no reason why the taken that step. I felt justified in the
two parties should not be together, action I took eighteen months ago, and
but I have no hesitation in saying if I wanted confirma1:ion of the correcttha t there can be nothing in common ness of my decision, I have had it to-day.
between members on this, the Govern ..
How can members of rthe Country
mentside of the House, and the parlia- party who subscribed to Ithe manifesto
mentary Leader of any party which is of the Leader O'f the Country party
prepared to forget its political promises in 1947 justify their present attitude?
and responsibilities and to associate In that year, he made this sta temen t itself with the Socialist Leader in any
A vote for Cain means acceptance of
proposed legislation.
Labour socialization, and land nationalizapractice of this House, to be heard in
silence.
I therefore ask members to
observe
the
traditional
courtesies
observed in this Chamber.

In submitting the motion, tihe Leader
of the Country party did not criticize the
Governor's Speech. I knew, for good
reasons, he would not do so. I was
standing alongside him in the Legislative Council while His Excellency was
speaking, and when he had concluded
his address the Leader of the Country
party turned to his colleagues and said:
"That is Country party policy."
It
is most remarkable that, while. the
Leader of the Country party said
practically nothing when he submitted
the motion, other members of his party
have said less. The Leader O'f the Labour
party, when speaking to the motion,

tion to follow bank grab.

He then made four-teen charges against
the Cain Governmenrt, but not one charge
did he make against :the Liberal and
Country party. As the Leader of the
Labour party has reminded us, the Country party and the Liberal and Country
party appealed ,to the people on a joint
policy in 1947. The election resulted
in the Labour Government being swept
out of office. On that occasion the
Leader of the Country party had much
to say about ,the Labour party. He
made the following statement:The Cain Government, because of its callous and indifferent attitude towards the
Public Service, the contempt with which it
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treated Parliament, its refusal to resign,
though oft defeated, must accept full responsibility for any delay in the payment of
salaries to the public servants.

Mr. GALVIN.-The Leader of the Country party knows our Leader better now.
Mr. FRASER.-I do not ,think he does.
The Leader of the Country party went
on to sayA change of Government to one opposed
to socialization will certainly have a very
restraining influence in the Federal Parliament, and will give great encouragement
to the forces of freedom in the other States.
The opportunity is here. It may be our
last chance.
Those opposed to Labour's bank-smashing
proposal and the crushing of our liberty
can and must rally their forces for a great
victory on November 8.

N ow we see this same man willing to
accept a most humiliating position by
putting himself in charge of a Government which must function at the dictates
of the Labour party. I am reminded of
statements made by the Leader of the
Labour party in recent months regarding the period of eight and half years
when he and his followers kept the
Country party in office. He said-

a

They were not in power. We kept them
there while they were prepared to introduce our legislation, and the moment we
got all we could out of them we' turned
them out of office.

Here is a statement by the Leader of the
Country partyWARNING TO CHIFLEY.
If the Labour Government scores a vic-

tory on November 8, it will be claimed as an
endorsement of Chifley's banking policy.
This cannot be allowed to happen. It is
unthinkable.
If the Cain Socialist Government, with
its bungling administration and Communistic policy, is defeated, as I believe it will
be, it will be a clear indication to the
Chifley Government that Victoria will not
tolerate their socialistic, communistic banking experiments.

He also told usLABOUR WANTS ONLY ONE HOUSE.
Mr. Cain's abuse of the .Legislative Council will deceive no one. The Legislative
Council is deserving of commendation for
its determination to defeat tyranny and protect the interests of the people.
Labour does not want to reform the Legislative Council. Mr. Cain and every Labour
candidate are pledged to abolish the Council. This is clearly expressed in the constitution of the Labour party.

1950.]

in .Ministers.

67

In addition, the Labour constitution provides for the extension of the scope and
powers of the Commonwealth Bank until
complete control of banking and credit is in
the hands of the Government.
To achieve this objective Mr. Cain m'.lst
have a one-house Parliament. Hence his
desire to abolish the Legislative Council.

Many of us were hoping tha t as a
result' of the debate to-day we would
learn something of the agreement made
between the two Opposition parties. We
hoped to obtain a clear conception of
the price the Country party had agreed
to pay for socialistic support. That is
something which is concerning the minds
of the electors. I want to say again, and
to say very definitely, that this arrangement is not merely an unholy alliance;
it is an unjustifiable alliance.
It is
an untruthful alliance, and is totally
unfair because at the last State election
quite a different proposition was put to
the lelectors. If it is felt by my friends
on the Opposition side of the House that
the Government has lost the confidence
of the House and of the people, let us
have a dissolution and give the people an
opportunity to decide the issue. In that
event, whatever the outcome might be I
would accept it. I should be very sorry
if the day ever arrived when such
matters could not be decided that way.
I am glad the Leader of the Opposition has come into the Chamber, because
I have a word or two to say about him.
I give the Leader of the Country party
warning, after an experience of the
Leader of the Opposition over a long
period of years, that if history repeats
itself Labour will support the Country
party only so long as that party supports
Labour policy, and that when the Leader
of the Labour party has obtained all he
can he win throw the Governmen t ou t.
I hoped to-day to hear of some change
of heart and policy by the Labour party
to explain why that party and the Country party had been able to come together. I hoped that the Leader of the
Country party in submitting his motion
would say something about the legislation he proposed to introduce, and
would explain how he had persuaded the
Labour party to forgo it'S socialistic programme and accept reasonable legislation. We have had none of that, but
have. experienced only silence from that
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side and, because of that we have to rely
on what we know is in the constitution
of the Labour party, where the first
obj'ective of the party is stated to be the
nationalization of the means of production, distribution, and exchange. It is
always embarrassing to members of the
Labour party to have that issue raised.
They try to say that it does not matter,
and that it should be left alone. The
former m1ember for Richmond, Mr. Keon,
speaking in June at Richmond, saidWhile Labour was prepared to help McDonald, Country party leader, to pull Hollway down, the Country party should have
no illusions that Labour would compromise
its socialization platform in return for
Country party favours.

Mr. Keon has the right to speak for the
Labour party. I invite the honorable
member for Bendigo to deny that statement.
Mr. GALVIN.-I do not know whether
he said it.
Mr. FRASER.-Will the honorable
member f.or Bendigo deny that it is
Labour policy to assist the Country
party to turn the Hollway Government
out, but that it will not surrender its
socialistic programme in exchange for
Country party legislation?
Mr. GALvIN.-We are not prepared to
surrender our policy to anybody.
Mr. FRASER.-I want to refer again
to the Leader of the Labour party, and to
a statem'ent he made at Brunswick
in July of last year. I invite the
members of the Country party to pay
particular attention to the following
report of his speech:He said that Labour must win Brunswick
with the biggest majority it had ever had
" to crush the opponents of planned
economy."

We can all put our own interpretation
on that statement, but what better
authority could we have than the Leader
of the ~abour party, who saidThere must never be a return to the
old" free enterprise" system of " grow what
you like, sell what you like, do as you
please."

Mr. RANDLEs.-That is a 40-minute
speech condensed into a few lines.
Mr FRASER.-I invite the Leader of
the Labour party to deny that he said
there must never be a return to the old
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" free enterprise" system of" grow what
you like, sell what you like, do as you
please "-in other words, he advocates
the nationalization of production.
Mr. CAIN.-That report does not state
that I was referring tv the marketing
of potatoes.
Mr. FRASER.-Am I to understand the
Leader of the Labour party is not
advocating planned economy?
Mr. CAIN.-I am advocating planned
economy and orderly marketing.
Mr. FRASER.-Does the Leader of the
Labour party say that he never suggested and does not agree that there
must not be a return to the state of
free enterprise?
Mr. CAIN.-I say that we can never
return to the bad old days, when the
producers of this country starved.
Mr. FRASER.-What reference that
has to what was taking place at Brunswick it is difficult to see, but I am quite
satisfied that every member of this
House is as firm in his opinion as I am
in regard to what the Leader of the
Labour party meant, and is not at all
convinced by his partiai withdrawal.
In view of what happened to-day I was
hoping that the Leader of the Opposition
would tell us that the Labour party had
foresaken that policy and, having entered
into an alliance with the Country party,
would forget it. In other words, I was
hoping that the Labour party had seen
the light.
Mr. CAIN.-Have you forsaken all the
Country party views you had when you
were secretary of that party?
Mr. FRASER.-No, I hold the same
views to-day as I held then. I stated
earlier that there is no difference in the
published constitution, platform, and
objectives of the Liberal and Country
party and those of the Country
party, and tha t there is every
reason 'for the electors of Victoria
to assume tha t the two parties
are natural allies. I again express my
regret that twice within the last eighteen
months the Leaders of the Country party
have taken action which, in my opinion~
suggests that they are unmindful of their
election promises and their responsibilities to the people they represent. I
regret that Country party members have
sacrificed the ideals upon which the
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organization was built, for the purpose
of linking with the Labour party so that
they can obtain office.
I am not at all concerned whether or
not the Hollway Governm·ent stays in
office. At the 1947 election and again
this year the electors of Victoria gave a
mandate for an anti-Socialist Government. If the present Government has
not the confidence of the House, as the
motion suggests, the proper thing to do
is to appeal to the people so thBJt they
can express their views on the proposition that is now before us. I suggest
that it is quite unworthy of the Country
party organization to expect that a
minority party should aspire to the
Government benches and be kept in
office only so long as it is prepared to
implement socialistic legislation which
carries tlhe approval of the Labour party.
I should like to remind members of the
Country party that when similar action
was taken about eighteen months ago
the Country party organization was cut
in two. As a result of the action now
proposed I feel that there will be a
further cut and that there may be
nothing left of the Country party.
Probably over the next week many supporters of the Country party as they go
to bed will be saying, "Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do."
Mr. TYACK (Hawthorn)-I support
the views of the members on the
Government side in expressing great disapproval of the way in which the
Opposition parties' case against the
Government is being stated. The Leader
of the Country party moved" That the
Government no longer possesses the confidence of this House," and, as a comparative newcomer, I was surprised that
he spoke to the motion for only seven
minutes. I am quite certain that the
people of Victoria are amazed that such
an important question could be disposed
of in that short time.
Further, the
Leader of the Country party made no
complaint against the Government. In
fact, in the two days during which I
have been sitting behind the Government
it has done nothing with which anyone
could disagree. I thought that probably
fuere would have been some criticism of
the Government's administration Dver
the last eighteen months •.

1950.]

in Ministers.

69

I suggest that as a result of the
recent election the people of V~ctoria
accepted the Liberal and Country party,
having returned the Government party
as the biggest in the House.
If the
people of Victoria have not given the
Libera] and Country party a mandate
to govern, to whom have they given it?
Surely not to the unlucky thirteen! In
the course of the debate there has been
one speech of only seven minutes duration -from the Country party.
I suggest that if members of the Country
party have anything to say you, Mr.
Speaker, will be prepared to hear them.
Mr. LIND.--It is not what we say, it is
what we do.
Mr. TYACK.-We know what the
Country party does, but it does not dO'
it in the open. One speaker for the
Labour party has S'tated a case, but
members of the party that hopes to
govern Victoria have had nothing to' say.
One point raised by the Leader of the
Country party was that the Prem1er had
told the electors that he was presenting
a case for a two-party House and that
they should reject the third party.
The honorable member
tried to
read into the result of the election
disagreement by the people with the
Premier.
The Liberal and Country
pa'rty obta,ined 27 seats in a House of
65 members ; the Labour party obtained
25 seats, and the Country party 13
sea ts.
How can the Leader of the
Count-ry party truthful-ly claim that the
people rejected the Premier's policy?
The Leader of the Labour party referred to certain shortages in goods and
materials that are embarrassing the
public.
Surely he does not blame the
Government for the fact that the State
is not getting sufficient production, owing
to the numerous strikes instigated by his
friends and collaborators who are
retard1ng production.
Any blame for
shortages is solely attributable to the
Labour party. The people have not
given the Country party a mandate to
govern and that party has no right to
expect to occupy the Treasury bench.
I have not had much experience in
this Chamber, but I am e:xiperienced in
local government, and I have come to
a conclusion shared by many people that
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local government is the best. On that
The reason why local government in
aspect I would direct attention to the Vi,ctoria is on such a high plane is that
Governor's Speech wherein the Govern- municipal councillors receive no remen t has undertaken to set up a commis- muneration. .once offices of profit are
sion of inquiry to examine the functions introduced as' a reward for public serand financial responsibilities of muni- vice, then :pubUc servke a's such is
cipalities in 'Order to see what im- destroyed. That is what is wrong in
provements can be made to enable this Parliament to-day. Certain members
municipal councUs to render social are' struggling f.or the plums of office,
service to the people.
I feel cer- and if they must lower the dignity of
tain that the proposal wiH be received State politics, they should not be allowed
with satisfaction by local govern- to spoil local politi.cs, as the establishing bodies.
However, the Government ment of a Greater MeLbourne Council
will be torpedoed, and municipalities would do. It would result in Socialist
deprived of the opportunity to put their party control O'f Greater Melbourne, and
house in order. This Government was I am sure that the ratepayers would be
responsible for legislation which per- no better off for it.
m'itted muniCipal'i'ties to rate properties
Not long a']ter the Labour Governup to 4s. in the £1 in order to provide
ment
in Queensland established the
the necessary finance to undertake
Greater
Brisbane CO'uncil, it was found
urgent works.
The parties responnecessary
by that Government to' insible for preventing the Government
.
quire
into
the affairs of that council
Ifrom assisting local governing bodies
and to appoint an administrator to' clear
wiH have a strong case to answer.
up the mess. Conditions are now much
We know that there have been certain better, because the present Lord Mayor
negotia tions and machina'Vions between of Brisbane is a strong opponent of
the Socialist party and ,us supporters in Socialism.
the Country party. One matter under
The people of Vktoria will suffer if
discussion was the creation of a Greater the Ooun try party and the Labour party
Melbourne Council, but those persons a're permitted to establish this unnatural
having knowledge O'f local gO'vernment and undesirable alliance.
The electors
would not wish to see that scheme reach never expected such a turn of events,
fruition. They know What centralizatiO'n and ,they are bewildered. It is aU very
of control means. It has a'lready caused well for those who know 'something
considerable harm in Australia, but the about parliamentary procedure to
Country party, which' is in no way attempt to explain that those who coninterested in loca,l 'government in the tr,ol the numbers in thi's House control
metropolitan area, 'is prepared to sell the State. People who are not students
out metropolitan municipalities to the of political affairs-the ordinary men in
SO'cialists. The Greater Brisbane Coun- the street-a're aware that 90 per cent.
cil is in charge of an 'area abO'ut O'ne- of the slectors O'f Victoria voted against
quarter the size of the Me]bourne met'ro- the Coun t'ry party, yet they are told
politan area. On that body there are that that party is to form a Government,
twenty aldermen, each of whom receives and they cannot understand the situaas salary £700 per annum. The majO'rity tion. From time to time much is heard
of the aldermen are supporters of the about that wonderful word "democracy."
Socialist party, and consequently Queens- Hypocritically, it is used by the Union
land has what is tantamount to another of Socialist Soviet Republics, by the
Parliament.
The Greater Brisbane Socialist party, and by the C'Ommunists
Counci'l has been in O'peration fO'r some in this State. UnfO'rtuna'tely, it is a
yeaI"S; 'it has managed to centralize the word which is much misused. I sugmunicipa:l Hfe O'f Brisbane and suburbs, gest !that the people of Victoria desire
but I am not certain that its eff'Orts a Government that has their confidence.
have been to the benefit of Brisbane
Mr. McDONALD (Sheppar:1on).-The
ratepayers.
Brisbane did not deserve
that, and in Victoria we certainly do Liberal and Country party certainly has
not that.
.
not want a similar body.
Mr. Tyack.

Want of Confidence

[22

JUNE,

Mr. TYACK.-On the 13th of May the
electors made it clear tha,t they did not
want socialistic dictation but that is
exactly what they will get. Undoubtedly,
two-thirds of the members of the Opposition have pledged themselves to
Socialism in all its forms, including the
control of production, distribution, and
exchange, and the other third have to
tag on behind even if they do receive
the plums of office. It is clear that there
will be a socialistic condition in this
State until such time as my party
can do something about it. Unfortunately, however, Victorians will have
Socialism rammed down their throats
because a few men now occupying the Opposition corner benches have
turned away ·from their principles to.
grasp office at any cost. They are prepared to sell out the country people and
to stand behind the Socialist party
because they desire to secure the benefits
that will accrue.
Mr. LIND.-Does not the honorable
member think that members of my party
know the country people better than he
does?
Mr. TYACK.-I dare say that the honorable member for Gippsland East, who
has been silent during this debate, has
country interests. So have 1.
Mr. LIND.-The honorable member
does not seem ,to speak the language of
the country people.
Mr. TYACK.-I have nev:er made my
own electoralte my only playground. I
have travelled about the State, as
have other members of my party.
I do not sugge1st that the honorable member .for Gippsland East
knows nothing about metropolitan
affairs.
He may know more than
I do, but surely he should give others
credit for knowing something about
coun:try affairs. I repeat that on political prinCiples there is no division between me and those electors in Gippsland
East who disagree with Socialism. That
remark applies with equal force to those
people who have returned about 40 members in this House who are opposed to
Socialism. Are those people lio be sold
out because a few members desire some
advantage that other~ h::tV~ had in the
past?
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I sincerely submit that although what
is happening to-day may be constitutional, inasmuch as it is proper that
the majority of the House should have
the right to select the team to govern,
the fact remains that the electors have
preferred the present Government and
that Government has every right to ex:'
pect suppor.t. N ever in their wildes!:
dreams did Victorians expect to have ~
Country party Government as a result
of the recent election. They thought:
tha t if they were sufficiently unlucky
they might be saddled with a Socialist
Government, but they hoped that they
might get a non-Socialist Government.
If the mction now before the Chair is
agreed to, they will get socialistic control, brought aoout by ,the actions of
a few members who are prepared to
sacrifice their principles merely to gain
office for the time being.
Speaking poHticalIy and not personally to my friends in the Country party,
I suggest tha t ·they should hasten
slowly and review the sUuation very
carefully. They shou~d not worry about
the short-range view; they should take
the long-range view and then decide
wha"t will be best for the State in the
long :tun. If they do that, they will
realize tha't while they are prepared .t6
work at the behest of the Socialist party,
they may be hastening the advent of
Communist control. Honorable members know qui,te well that the Socialist
party has neve~ been able to deal with
the Communist menace.
The Le·ader of the Country 'party and
his followers know very well that
no matter how much the Labour party
may disagree with the Communists and
their methods, they will not tackle ,the
problem of Communism. For the past
year or two the Leader of the Country
party has been trying personally to
grapple with the problem, but today he is prepared to forsake his
principles and to be controlled by
the Socialist party which, in many
directions, is dominated by Communist interests. Apparently he does
not realize how great a mess will
result from the action he is prepared to
take. On behalf of my constituents in
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Hawthorn, I protest indignan:tly at the
action of the Country party in submitting this no-confidence motion.
The sitting was suspended at 5.56
p.m. until 7.27 p.m.

Mr. HYLAND (Gippsland South).-·
'In the course of the debate, members
have listened to recriminations and
post-mortems by Government supporters.
Ministers have challenged members of
the Opposition to speak on the motion,
but I have no intention of prolonging
the agony. Speaking from memory, the
debate on the last want-of-confidence
motion concluded about 7 a.m. after
an aU-night sitting, and I have no
desire that the present discussion should
follow the same course.. As all members
realize, numbers count. A case ·can be
put for or against the motion, but the
voting on the division will tell the tale.
Since it has always been my policy not
to delay when I have to take medicine, I
suggest that the motion now before the
Chair should be dealt with speedily.
If there is' one fact to prove that the
action taken by the Country party and
the Labour party is correct, it is that
the Communist party is 100 per cent.
against the proposal, which it is fighting
through the medium of its literature.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-Would you
call the 36 objecting unions Communist
organizations?
Mr. HYLAND.-I would not, but I
challenge the statement of the honorable
gentleman about the Leader of the
Country party who, he said, had referred
to statements in the whole of the press.
However, my Leader referred to only
two sections of the press-the Sun-News
Pictorial and the Herald. The Minister
of Agriculture has been connected with
the Herald, and doubtless he would say
that it could not be wrong. This is what
the Le'ader of the Country party saidI am not concerned with what has been
said about me personally by one or two
sections of the press. I refer to the
Sun News-Pictorial and the Herald. The
responsibility is not theirs, it is mine.

The Minister of Agriculture ought to
apologize for having laid an incorrect
charge. The fact that, in the columns of
its various publications, the Communist
party is opposing the proposal indicates
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that its members are sincere and will
fight the arrangem'ent to the end. I have
been in and out of many Governments.
Mr. CAIN.-You went in with pleasure
and came out with reluctance.
Mr. HYLAND.-That comment applies
to all of us who have served as Ministers.
The object of every member is to climb
the ladder. He comes here to do his best
for those whom he represents and, naturally, he feels that he could do more for
his constituents if he were a Minister. I
appreciate the feelings of Government
supporters; they think the end of the
world has come, so to speak. My own
experience is that when one is sitting on the Treasury bench and a
want-of-confidence motion is moved,
one feels tha t all is ended.
The
Government and its supporters have
spoken to-day in that frame of
mind, which is, however, common to
all Governments in similar circumstances. Ministers feel that they are
doing a good job and they wish to continue in office; they do not like being
"dragged, sClieaming, from the tart
shop." In this Assembly ,one has to learn
to give and take, without squealing. As
the political wheel turns, sometimes one
is on top and at other times one is right
down.
Eventually one may return to
the Treasury bench and then one feels
that everything is all right again.
Judging fTom remarks made in the
course of the debate, the present Government win be out of office for a long time.
'Dhe last combination of the type now
'Proposed ;remained .in office for eight
and a half years.
'Nrr. GALVIN.-That is not part of the
agreement.
Mr. HYLAND.-For how long is the
agreement to last?
Mr. BARRY.-We will not tell you.
Mr. CAIN.-It was said that the original Country party Government would
not last for <three months.
Mr. HYLAND.-That is true. The
Melbourne press expressed that opinion
regarding the" unholy alliance." However, the Country party Government remained in office for eight and a half
years. If it had not done a worth-while
job, the people would not have returned
Country party candidates in increasing
numbers time after time. The facts
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prove that our work was satisfactory.
There has been much talk about "the
minority Country party" and sarcastic
references have been made to the fact
that the party now has only thirteen
members in this House. I
would
remind the House tha t not very
long ago the Liberal party had
only twelve effective votes.
Over
the last 30 years there has not been one
party with sufficient numbers to govern
on its own and there have been many
combinations, although the Labour party
has never supported a Liberal party
Government, nor has the Liberal party
ever supported a Labour party Government. Ministerialists would grasp at
Labour support to-day if it meant that
the present Government could remain in
office. No one could blame them for that.
As I have said, the wheel of fortune
turns and the number of members in
each party varies from time to time. It
would be a poor lookout for the country
if one Ministry remained in office for
ever. A new broom is needed occasionally and a change of Government
tends to ensure that necessary works are
carried out. I do not think the public
will regret a change being made on this
occasion. The Minister of Agriculture
said, in effect, that the provision of adult
franchise for the Legislative Council and
the creation of a Greater Melbourne
Council would be horrid. He went on
to comment on the payment of workers'
compensation. No matter what Government ·is in power, injured workers
are entitled to liberal compensation. Why
should sarcastic comments be made
merely because the Country party proposes to liberalize those payments? The
A ttorney-General said that we would not
have a majority in the other House.
Mr. iMERRIFIELD.-It i's a non-party
House.
Mr. HYLAN-D.-Yes, and that fact has
been
emphasized
by
Government
supporters.
I feel certain that the
Upper House will see that Supply is
granted so that the services of the State
may continue to function.
Every
effort is being made to block the
proposed arrangement.
Members of
the Government would not be human
if they did not try to block it,
but they are bound to strike a hurdle
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and crash. 'Members on this (the 'OppoSition) side of the House wi'll not crash.
It has been said that we have not a
maj'Ori ty in the Upper House. I remind
honorable members that when the
Country party took office in 1935, it had
five m,embers out of 34 in the Council,
and the Labour party had six, giving a
combined voting strength of eleven. As
one member was sick, there were 'Only ten
effective votes for the Government; yet
the Country party Administration remained in office for eight and a half
years.
That Government passed legislation
which was amended only very slightly.
Certainly very few of the measures
brought forward were kick€d out, because they were worth while. If the
Country party was able to achieve such
a record while having only ten effective
votes in an Upper House consisting of
34 members, during the period 1935 to
1943, I have no doubt that it will be
equally successful in the immediate
future. The legislation that would be
put forward if the Country party took
office would be good, and acceptable to
the .people. It would not be trimmled to
suit the Opposition; it would consist of
measures calculated to be for the better~
ment of the State as a whole.
As I said previously, the members of a
new Government are usually enthusiastic
just as were members of the Country
party 'Government that held office so
many years ago. I have no doubt that the
new broom of -another Country party
Government, backed by Labour, would
sweep clean. On other occasions I have
stat,ed publicly that the former Country
party Government worked well and
accomplished much. It appreciated the
assistance given to it by its Labour suppDr-ters. The Labour !party has since
fought the Country party, and doubtless
it will oppose us again in the future. We
have no illusions on that scove. Nevertheless, credit is due to the Labour party
for the help it gave to the old Country
party Administration, thus enabling it
to carryon for eight and a half years.
One honorable member said that the
Country party's regime "lasted eight
and a half years too long," but I do not
think that was the general opinion of the
public.
l
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None of the "members of the Country
party was born with a silver spoon in
his mouth. Most of them have worked
since they were twelve years of age, and
they know what work and hardship is.
They are quaUfied to legislate in the interests of the working man as well as of
the farming community and the people
of the big cities. No Gov,ernment could
afford to legislate only for that section of
the people which it represents, on the
basis of party ties. The Labour party
would not consider 'only members of the
trade unions; it would cater for all, just
as, if the proposed alHanoe matures, the
Country party will legislate for the
whole State. When one thinks of the
Country party's record, which includes
the building of the Royal Melbourne Hospital, lOne is .convinced that it has some
wonderful memorials to its credit. It .can
also claim credit for the main irrigation
works in the country, the snagging of
rivers, the relief plan for the Country
Roads Board, and a hundred and one
other works which it undertook.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-And jointly, we are
removing another snag now.
Mr. HYLAND.-The honorable member has correctly stated the position. It
has been claimed by Ministerialists that
no argument has been put forward by
the Country party in support of the
want-of-confidence motion, but I contend
tha t the Leader of the party made a
correct statement when he said that it
was a means of getting stable government.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT. - At any
price!
Mr. HYLAND.~ot at any price.
The people demand stable government
and they are entitled to it. Not one of
the members supporting the Government
has stated how the present Administration col:lld provide stable government.
They have merely stated that the Liberal
and Oountry party is ,the largest party
in the House, but 27 is not half of 65.
Sir THOMAS ·MALTBY.-And thirteen
is not half of 27.
Mr. HYLAND.-The honorable member should be careful, because he is a
real Jonah in any Government. He has
been a member of three Governments
·and has not remained in office eight
weeks altogether; he always brings
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down the Government with which he is
associated.
When the Premier carne
into the House to-day he wa'S wearing a
black tie. He was in mourning! The
submission of the motion is a means of
obta'ining stable .government for this
State. If the inooming Government cannot .provide stable administration, it
will not last long. Indeed, it would not
ask to be aUowed to remain in office
long, because the public would not
tolerate it. Neither would our iriends,
the members O'f the La·bour paTty,
tolerate an inefficient Administration. It
would not be endured in another place;
in fact, nobody would put up with it.
H the Country party Government is unable t·o deliver the goods we shall be
willing to say, "Kick us out."
Undoubtedly, that would be our fate. However, we maintain that we can deliver
the goods, and we w.HI do ·our utmost in
that direction.
The press stated during the election
campaign that there was no difference
between the policies of the three parties
but, na turally, we claim tha t the
Country party policy ,was the best of
the three.
The Country party is
desirous of putting that policy into
operation if it is g.iven an opportunity
to do so. I think everybody must be
familiar with the features of that
policy, because it has been widely publicized. It contain'S a number of proposals that are favoured by the public.
For example, progress with soldier
settlement and water supply i'5 aimed at.
The Country party desires that of the
houses erected in Victoria 50 per cent.
shaH be buHt in the country, as against
38 per cent. at present. It is also proposed to· intensify decentralization.
It has been said that the Country party
does not wish to foster decentralization, l?ecause it would lose votes in
the distr.icts in which industries are
established and labour employed. I think
the electorate which I represent has a
greater number of employees in any
one industry than there are in any other
part of the State, with the exceptions of
the three provincial cities and the metropoUtan area. I refer to the Australian
Paper Mills, which has 1,100 employees
on the payroll. In my electroate there
are many persons who work at YaUourn.
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There are many other industries, including La Mode which employs more than
300 girls. All those wo~kers are members of unions. I mainta'in that if those
employees wish to vote for a Oountry
party member or a Labour party representative, or a Liberal member, they
will do as they plea'se. I reiterate that
the Count'ry .party desires that greater
progress should be made in decenkalization, ·and ilf elected to office, it will certainly do its best in that matter.
Again, the Country party considers
that more farms should be suppHed with
electricity. ,I shall quote the fi'g.ures for
only one part of Victoria, namely, Gippsland, although it does not take in the
whole of the area known by that name.
A certain porti.on of the area is included
in the South-Eastern District. In that
secUon of Gi'ppsland to which I refer,
more than 5,000 applications have been
made by farmers to the State Electrioity Commission for the supply of
current, but the best that can be done,
a,fter much asking and pressing on the
part of the applitcants, is to connect 300
farms a year with power. We 'Want to
know what is' the reason for the inability of the State Electricity Commission to supply current to all the farms
concerned. Is it the shortage of poles,
or cross-arm bars, or wire, or ironmongery, or is it because labour and
transport are not available? We malintain that the far.ming community is
entitled to this a·menity-not in 10, 15,
or 17 years' time, but now. We should
endeavour to step up the supply, because
it is essential to the farming community.
To keep people on the land we must give
them light and power.
Mr. BARRY.-YOU are making an
, attack on the Minister in Charge of
Electrical Undertakings.
Mr. HYLAND.-I do not know whether
anyone is to blame, or whether it is a
real shortage which cannot be overcome.
We would certainly increase supplies if
that is possible. More assistance should
be given to municipalities which, during
the war, were called upon to assist the
Government of the day, but which are
now having to raise their rates to 4s.
in the £1 in order to make ends meet.
Such high rates will be a heavy load on
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them in the future if a recession or
depression occurs.
Even with their
present high rates they need assistance
from the Government to enable them to
pay decent salaries to their employees .
and to attend to their particular business
of maintaining the roads.
Some people are not concerned about
country districts, but the Country party
is. Its members claim that greater
assistance should be provided for infant
welfare centres and kindergartens, and
for bus services for school children. If
it were possible to obtain the teachers,
we would also endeavour to keep open
small schools in country districts. When
the Country party was last in power, it
endeavoured to keep open all schools
with twelve or more scholars, and it
succeeded in reducing the minimum to
five scholars. Farmers should not be
called upon to ~ach their children by
correspondence. Farmers and farmers'
wives have enough to do without that.
The alternative is some arrangement by
which children can be transported to
their nearest school so that they can be
given the education to wh~ch they are
entitled.
The Premier said that the State was
in the doldrums during the Dunstan
regime. If that was so, it is curious
that the Dunstan Government was able
to remain in office for as long as it did.
The Attorney-General stated that ,Mr.
McManus had said in a broadcast that
" Time will tell." Time will tell whether
the Country party is doing the job. If
it is not, it will be· deservedly kicked
out of office, but its members will not
squeal if that happens. If they "get
it in the neck" they will "take it," as
they have done on many occasions in the
past. When previous Country party
Governments were supported by Labour
we had the backing of one of the great
Melbourne newspapers, the Age, which
gave us great assistance.
Mr. GALVIN.-We may swing the
Herald yet.
Mr. HYLAND.-We cannot swing
either the Herald or the Sun NewsPictorial; they are too bitter.
Mr. CAIN.-They will not 'be so bitter
in the future as they have been in thp
past.
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Mr. HYLAND.-They may come round
to our side. There has been a great
outcry about the combination on this
side of the House.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-Have you
seen the Truth?
Mr. HYLAND.-The trouble is that
members of the Government cannot
"take it." Here is a little tit-bit concerning the previous Country party
Administration.
Before the Labour
party left us after eight and a half years,
the late honorable member for Evelyn,
on l:>ehalf of the Liberal party, moved a
motion which was, in effect, a vote of
confidence in the Dunstan Government
and it was carried. That Government
could not have been so very bad.
The last thing I wish to mention is of
vital importance to the State. It has
been referred to casually by some
speakers, and seriousJy by others. I
allude to the gasification of brown coal
at Morwell. Some .of my friends object
to my being chairman of the committee
down there.
Mr. BARRY.-You are clean-skinned
now. We did not think much of you at
the time.
Mr. HYLAND.-We are reading again
of the rationing of gas. I had to make
an inquiry about coal for the Traralgon
gasworks. When I inquired ten days
ago I was informed that the Metropolitan Gas Company had only three
days' supply. In such circumstances,
honorable members will realize how
necessary it is to push ahead with the
Latrobe valley works. Figures furnished some time ago showed that the
Government was paying £1,000,000 a
year more for imported coal than would
have been paid for the same quantity
of Newcastle coal. Apart from that, it
takes 42 tons of imported coal to produce
as much gas as 32 tons of Newcastle
coal would produce. It is not merely a
matter of £1,000,000 a year; there is, in
addition, inconvenience and loss of gas.
When the inquiry was made by a committee of representatives of the three
parties in the House it was found that
one of the difficulties was to dispose of
the effluent from the gasification works.
I do, not know whether any effort has
been made in the last seven months to
find out anything on that subject.
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Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-What is your
committee doing?
Mr. HYLAND.-We are not responsible
for framing the Government's policy.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT. - You are
using a Government car, all the same.
Mr. HYLAND.-Has the Minister any
objection? If he has I shall hand the
job back to him. I am doing it for
nothing, and am paying my own expenses. Gas is vital to the State. I am
suggesting that the Government must
decide on a policy with regard to the
effluent. My idea is that a pipe line from
the Latrobe valley to .the sea must be
constructed. That would permit of the
disposal of effluent from the Australian
Paper Mills, raw sewage from towns all
along the route, and phenol from the gas
works. Possibly other industries in the
Latrobe valley would also be interested.
It is probable that the reason Courtaulds
did not establish their factory in the
district, but went to New South Wales,
was that there were no facilities for
disposing of effluent. A proposal to construct a 50-mile pipe line to the sea
may be described by the uninitiated as
a pipe-dream. but at the nearly completed cement cut in New South W~les
it is proposed to pipe the slurry 47 mIles.
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-Water
has been piped from the Murray to large
industries in South Australia.
Mr. HYLAND.-That is so. There is
also a pipe line to the goldfields in ,:"e~
tern Australia. Overseas, crude 011 IS
piped 1,400 to 1,600 miles. To. establish
a pipe line to the ocean for a dIstance of
50 miles to dispose of effluent from the
Latrobe valley will be worth while, and
something that the Country party will
certainly tackle if it attains the Government bench. I do not think I need say
any more, but I feU that the statements
made by honorable members on the
Ministerial side of the House should be
countered as far as possible.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT (Minister of
Lands).-The silence of the Country
party has at last been broken by the
honorable member for Gippsland South.
As he himself has said, he has broken a
vow of silence.
Mr. HYLAND.-I did not make such a
statement.
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Lieut.-Colonel
LEGGATT.-I
can
understand that the honorable member
for Gippsland South must say something,
because he has to justify his inclusion in
the new Cabinet. It is strange that he
mentioned shortage of coal, because I
have no doubt that in a few days he will
be signing an order for further gas
restrictions.
In spi te of the fact that he has
attempted to put a case for the Country
party, and more particularly one for his
inclusion in the prospective new Cabinet,
apart from repeating what the Leader of
the Country party said in regard to stable
government, practically all the honorable
member said was that it was numbers
that counted; that every member of this
House is after a portfolio if he can get
one, and that the. present Government
and its supporters should take their
medicine because the numbers are against
them. The remainder of the honorable
member's speech was tantamount to one
on the adoption of an Address-in-Reply
to the Governor's Speech. As he proceeded, I think he forgot that he was no
longer a rebel Country party member
supporting the Government.
Mr. HYLAND.-I have not seen a copy
of the Governor's Speech.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGA TT.-A copy
could have been obtained from the
papers' room. The honorable member
did not even listen to the Governor making his speech; he was not interested in
it. Probably he thought that in a very
short time the Governor would be delivering a speech on behalf of a Country
party Administration. No doubt, if such
a speech is made, it will include all the
proposals of the Liberal and Country
party and a number of other matters that
the Labour party will insist on including.
We will then learn something about the
terms and conditions of the alliance.
I should now like to revert to the
no-confidence motion that has been
submitted by the Leader of the Country
party. I think it would be advisable to
refer to the events that led up to and
culminated in the motion. In 1947 the
electors of Victoria undoubtedly returned
an anti-Socialist Government. At that
time the Liberal party and the Country
party were combined and were enthusiastic to pass legislation for the good of
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the State. Suggestions were made on a
number of occasions that there should be
combined party meetings in order to
debate proposed legislation. Evidently
a rift occurred in the Cabinet ranks when
the Premier was overseas with the Leader
of the Opposition. The difference between the two parties who were pledged
to fight Socialism was accentuated when
the Premier returned and said that he did
not wish to enforce certain portions of
the Essential Services Act, which had
been proclaimed by the Acting Premier.
The Premier considered that the time for
doing so was past, that the strike was
almost ended, and that there was no
necessity to proceed with prosecutions
under the Act.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-Did he tell you that
that was the reason? Surely you are
not gullible enough to believe it.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-That was
one of the causes of the trouble. However, I shall be pleased to hear the
remarks of the honorable member for
Rainbow. One cause of the rift was the
fact that the late Sir Albert Dunstan
and the 'present Leader of the Country
party considered that the Essential Services Act should be enforced, but the
Premier thought that the time for its
enforcement had ,passed.
.Mr. CAIN.~He knew that the Act was
ineffective.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-No, but it
was not effective at that time for the
puI'tpose af prosecuting the people responsible for the strike.
Mr.
McDONALD
(Shepparton).Did the Premier tell you that that was
the true story? You know the sta tement did not come from the Premier
and is not true.
Lieu t.-Colonel
LEOGATT.-I
am
narrating some of the events leading
up to and culminating in this want-ofconfidence m'otion.
Mr. BARRY.-Why not let a ,vote be
taken?
'Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-I should
like to hear the honorable member for
Carlton address himself to the motion.
In view of the remarks he has hurled at
them 'in the pa1st, I wonder wha t he
would say in f,avour of his present-day
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friends. After considerable altercation
the Counky party representation was
withdrawn frDm the GDvernment.
·Mr.
McDDNALD
(Shepparton).That is another lie. However, you will
get the facts l'a ter.
Lieut.-CDIDnel LEGGATT.-After the
CDuntry party had left, or had been
pushed ou t of the Government, tha t
party----on the casting vote of its present
Leader-decided to. go. into OpPDsitiDn.
McDDNALD
(SheppartDn).Mr.
Tha t is also a lie.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-It was
published in the newspapers.
Mr.
McDONALD
(Shepparton).It was denied by me at the time.
Mr.
FULTDN
(to
Lieut.-Colonel
Leggatt).-y.ou now have in your party
some. members who previously belonged
to the Country party and who voted in
f,avoOur of that party ,going into
Opposition.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-The fact
remains that the Country party went
into Opposition and, aocording to the
newspapers, that a·ction was taken on
vhe casting vote of the Leader OIf the
party.
Mr.
McDDNALD
(Shepparton).It was not true, as the reoords in our
party room wHldisc1ose.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-We now
find the twoO parties again combined in
Opposition, the Labour party with an
increased number of· members and the
Country party with diminished ranks. I
well remember that the honorable member for Bendigo was not pleased with
his new-found associates at that time,
because he was wandering around the
building saying, "We don't want them,
you can have them, they're no good toO
us." He wiU be making similar remarks
later.
In the early days of the ass.ociation
()If the CoOuntry and Labour parties in
Opposition the former member for
Hawthorn quoted a few appropriate
lines fr.om P.ope's Essay on Man, which
proved to be true, and are worth
repeatingVice is a monster of so frightful mien,
As to be hated needs but to be seen;
Yet seen too oft, familiar with her face
We first endure, then pity, then embrac~.
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At that time, Soci'a'lism to the Country
party was ·a vice; but what has
happened since? 'I'he two parties now
on the OppDsition side of the Chamber
have rea'ched the emibracing stage.
I
fear, however, that it may be the kiss
of death 'so far as the Country party is
concerned-that a eoncealed dag,ger may
annihHa te it.
By the grace -of a few members, the
new Government consisting solely o~
members ·of the Liberal and CDuntry
party managed too carryon unti,l the
end of the last session. Throughout that
period individual members of the
Liberal and Country party and the
Country party endeavoOured to restore
co-operation between those parties.
Mr. FULToN.-On the basis of the cat
and the eanary.
Lieut.-Col,onel LEGGATT.-Even be-.
fore the close of the sessi.on an official
letter was sent to the Country party
asking ilf the two parties could not get
together and co-operate to form a goocl,
Government.
NoOthing came of that
approach; there was no reply. The proposal was not even debated or considered.
by the Country pa'rty.
Mr. BRDsE.-The Country party was,
not for sale.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT. - Shortly
after the Assembly elections representations were ,made by an accredited representative of the Premier, Sir Frank:
Clarke, M.L.C., in an attempt toO obtain
co-operation from the Country party.
Those representations continued and for·
a short period some members of the.
Country party were interested in them.
When they proved abortive the Premiertook direct action and approaches were·
again made to the Country party. I have
given a resume of the events leadingup to the launching of the motion ot
want of confidence in the Government.
Wha t is the basis of that motion from
the Country party's point of view? The
only issue propounded is the inability of
the Liberal and Country party to provide stable g,overnment. Nothing has
been said in criticism of the Government's administration or of its future
policy. The Country party has m,erely
said that it can provide stable govern-.
ment and that it has the numbers.
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Mr. LIND.-That is why the Liberal
and Country party cannot provide stable
government.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-Having in
mind what has been said in relation to
stable government, the acknowledged
platform of the Country party and the
attitude of the electors in relation to
anti-Socialism, the natural place for the
Country party is with the Liberal and
Country party, but 'I regret that personalities have prevented ,them from
coming together.
Mr. HAYEs.-What is the honorabIte
member sorry about?
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-I am sorry
for the Country party. Its members
will be sorry for themselves as soon as
their uneasy consciences begin to prick
them. Judging by the expressions on
the faces of some of them, it is possible
that that process has already begun. If
they have the courage to read this week's
Melbourne Truth, their consciences
shou1d certainly prick them. On the
front page of that .paper appears an
anonymous article contributed by one of
the keenest supporters of the Country
party. It refers to the aU-time low to
which political ethics have fallen, to
the chicanery and the Gadarene rush for
Ministerial office. The drawing accompanying it depicts a tombstone bearing
the words "Sacred to the memory of
political decency."
Mention has been made of the late Sir
Albert Dunstan. I have no doubt that
the Dunstan technique will be continued,
but the Opposition will not have the advantage of the late honorable member's
p~e'sence and ability.
Furthermore, the
Country party will find that it wiH have
the Leader of the Labour ,party prodding
it on.
The're will be no .glove covering the
iron hand of John Cain when it comes to
enforcing the terms and conditions that
undoubtedly have been made in this unholy alliance. After reading Melbourne
Truth I do not know what members of
the Country party will say to their constituents. I have no doubt that in due
course the anti-Socialist parties will
come together, but I do not know how
many members will then be left in the
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ranks of the Country party. What is
the attitute of the Leader of the Labour
party? At one time he said that he
would not support any other party.
Mr. BARRY.-He has a duty to ensure
that the State is provided with stable
government.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-It is easy
for members of the Labour party to
swallow that statement. Apparently the
means justify the end, but that is a most
unethical point of view. The attitude of
the Labour party is that it can say to
its executive, "This is what we have;
does not that justify our action? The
means may not be too good, but the ends
we will attain are good from our point
of view. Therefore, an alliance between
the Country party and the Labour party
has been effected." What are the terms
and conditions that have bee'n agreed to?
Mr. GALVIN.-The first condition is
that the Government in which the honorable member is a Minister must go.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT. - When
urged to reveal the terms and conditions of the alliance, the Opposition
parties were evasive. The Leader of the
Labour party mentioned a number of
points which were included in the
Governor's Speech. When amendments
to the Workers' Compensation Act were
mentioned, members of the Country
party commented in favour of them.
When the questions of the Greater Melbourne Council and adult franchise for
the Legislative Council were mentioned
the Country party was silent. Cynically,
the Leader of the Labour party has said,
"We will govern." What will happen to
the poor Country party when it is told
to deliver the goods in accordance with
the terms of the pact and it is unable to
do so because of opposition in another
place?
I am not endeavouring to
prophesy or to discuss the merits of the
situation.
I am merely suggesting
obstacles which may present themselves
when th~ Country party tries to implement the terms and conditions of the
pact. That situation may perhaps wipe
the smile of satisfaction from the faces
of members on the Opposition s;de of
the House. By interjection, the honorable member for Melbourne says that
the terms and conditions of the bill of
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sale will be enforced, and, therefore, he
implies that some of them have not been
disclosed.
Mr. BARRY.-Up to now w'e have received only the deposit to put your
Government out of office.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-Perhaps
that will be the only condition that the
Country party will be able to carry out.
Labour s-qpporters have this idea: "We
have the Country party where we want
it and so we will be able to govern as we
like for the next few years." However,
the terms and conditions of the agreement may not be fulfilled.
Mr. HAYEs.-Your Government is in
favour of a Greater Melbourne Council.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-The other
House may not be, and then what will
happen to the Country party Government? Will the Labour party continue
to support it, or will the Labour party
take office with the support of the
Country party? I direct attention to the
comments on the proposed alliance that
have appeared in the press, particularly
in Truth. All members should read those
comments.
I hope that the Country
party will have a happy time on the
Treasury bench. It may do so until such
time as the Labour party gets on to the
backs of member£ of the Government,
who may not be able to deliver the goods.
When that happens perhaps their conscience will smite them.
Mr. DODGSHUN (Rainbow) .-When
my Leader moved his want-of-confidence
motion, he gave cogent reasons why the
present Government should be displaced
from the Treasury bench. I propose to
state the reasons why the Country party
has lost faith in the Premier. That
story must be told to the people because,
for more than eighteen months, certain
tales have been spread throughout the
State by a whispering campaign or from
the public platform; they have all been
untrue and to the detriment of my party.
The first reason why the no-confidence
motion was moved was the subject-matter
of the Premier's policy speech which he
delivered at Ballarat in the course of the
recent election campaign. I listened to
tha t speech with feelings of disgust and
distru'st in my fellow man, owing to the
complete misrepresentation of many
subjects that the Premier mentioned, the
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clever way in which the speech was compiled, and the manner in which he used
the name that has been nobly borne by
my party. On many occasions he used
it unjustifiably; in the only case in which
he was justified in mentioning the name
of the combined parties he omitted to
do so deliberately. He called his party
the Liberal and Country party consistently in the course of his speech, with
this one exceptionSOLDIER SETTLEMENT.
When the Liberal party Government
assumed office at the end of 1947 . . .

The Liberal and Country party Government assumed office in 1947 and it was
the Hollway-McDonald Government.
That was the only occasion during the
speech that the Premier mentioned the
Liberal party Government. After reading the introduction, he told the story
of the purchase of coal from overseas,
which he said was bitterly opposed by
the Country party and the Labour party.
That was deliberate misrepresentation.
At the first Cabinet meeting of the composite Government, my Leader brought
the question forward and demanded that
coal should be purchased from overseas
so that in Victoria there would be a fiveday working week instead of a four-day
working week owing to lack of coal. We
opposed the method 'Of financing the purchase of the coal, but that issue was not
determined before we were kicked ou't of
the Government.
The Premier asked the electors for
what he called a one-party majority
Government. In circulars distributed in
country electorates, the electors were
advised to vote either for the Liberal and
Country party or for the Labour party.
Brigadier TOVELL.-You know tha t that
is not right.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-We have copies of
the pamphlets and will produce them.
The Premier asked the people of Victoria to exterminate the Country party.
His party is dominated by commercial
interests in Melbourne, and it spent at
least £250,000 to break my party.
Before I elaborate on that topic, I wish
to say that the Liberal party spent more
money in one country electorate than
we were able to spend in supporting the candidature of 25 Country party

Want of Confidence

[22

JUNE,

members.
I am not using idle
words.
All electors, biased or unbiased, must have known what was
happening every day. They could not
have failed to see the advertisements in
the metropolitan press, which in the early
stages of the election took up a large
portion of one page. Eventually, fullpage advertisements appeared.
For
weeks, similar advertisements appeared
in every country newspaper. A conservative estimate of the cost of that
advertising is £60,000. My Country party
friends claim that it was not less than
£100,000, as there are no contracts for
advertising in connection with political
elections, and it is necessary to pay the
full rate for advertisements.
In country newspapers, the charge for
advertisements of that nature is 5s. an
inch on the back pages. In some cases, it
is 6s. an inch. In a number of country
electorates the newspapers are issued
once and sometimes twice weekly, but in
Mildura and some other places the local
newspaper appears daily. In those publications, the advertisements appeared in
every issue. Furthermore, the Liberal
and Country party employed organizers
in all country electora tes. In some
districts, there were as many as five
organizers; one man is known to have
received, as salary and expenses, £40 a
week.
In one country electorate an organizer,
whose name I know, lounged in a hotel
waiting for unsuspecting persons to come
in. He was doing that from shortly
after Easter until the election. I have
been informed that he is still in the
same district waiting for a further
engagement-which he will not get. I
might mention that his candidate did
not win the contest in that electorate;
he came third. I have no means of
estimating what the organizers cost the
Government party in its attempt to
defeat the Country party. Those persons
who professed that they were antiSocialists deliberately attacked the
Country party at the last election and
incurred considerable expenditure in
trying to exterminate us. Now, the
,same persons castigate my party for
making what they refer to as an agreement with the Socialist party. During
the last eighteen months, they have used
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everything in the political ·sphere,
including every weakness of human
nature, to try to :gain their ends.
During the ten years for which I have
been a member of this Parliament, I have
known nothing so degrading to this institution as the methods used by Government members to keep their party on
the Treasury bench. They mistakenly
think that every man has his pricewhether it be a monetary consideration,
or one of preferment, or a matter of
prestige. If I told the sordid story, I
feel sure they would be damned for ever.
. Mr. FRASER.-I challenge you to tell it.
Mr. pODGSHUN.-I shall tell part
of the story of what happened in the
last two and a half years, and then
members now sitting on the Government
side of the House will be able to judge
whether they should have any faith in
the Premier. First, he had such an overwhelming majority in this House in 1947
that, if he could have kept it compact,
he would have been able to govern in
a stable manner for years. I challenge
the Premier to deny the fact that while
the composite Government was in power
in the spring of 1948-when we, unsuspecting, were working in the team---che
was planning the downfall of that
Government. Some honorable members
then in my party, who are now on the
Government side of the House, cannot
deny that approaches were made to them
to join the Liberal party. That took
place in August. September, and October,
1948. n wiH be remembered that the
Government !fell early in December.
Win the !Premier deny that he planned
at that time for the downlfaH of the
composite Government? WHI he deny
that he used the Essenti'al Services Act
as the means of /bringing about the
break-up of that Government? He dare
not deny :it, 'because he iknows that certain IMinisters naw in his Cabinet were
fanatical in their desire that the
Essential Services Act Ishould !be proclaimed. At least two of them said that
they would resign ilf 'the Premier did
not proclaim 'the Act.
This is the time When the ve~l must
be cast from the sham political fight
that 'certain persons are putting up. I
said previously that the Premier in 1947

82

Want of Confidence

[ASSEMBLY. I

had an overwhelming -majority, by
means ,of which he could have carried
on the Government for years, Ibut Iby his
awn action he threw out some of the
members of his Cabinet. He did so because, after the Geelong election he
thought that his Liberal 'and Country
party was .on the upsur-ge. He was not
able t,o assess the deeper -feelings ,of
the people, or realize that they 'wanted
stability of ,government. Using as his
excuse the Essen Hal Services A.ct, he
threw certain members cut of his
Cabinet. Later, he alienated two other
members ·cf his party, which reduced his
following in this House to an effective
force of 30, although 32 'me~bers of
his party were sitting cn the Government side of the House.
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had there been more than twelve meIJlbers of the Ministry, and with twelve
Ministers who are ·prepared to work the
government of the State can be carried
on. It has now been said that the
Country party has made a pact with the
Labour party, and that offers have been
made to us. Because 'Of what I have
already said, and because of our distrust
of the Premier, we have insisted when
proposals have been made to us that they
should be speCific and "in writing, for submission to our party for consideration.
There could be nothing fairer than that,
and it has been specifically stated time
after time by the Leader of my party.
The Premier by interjection is trying
to throw me off my line of thought, which
relates to -our experiences with his party.
On the Saturday night when the election
figures were being posted, any man with
political knowledge should have been able
to assess the prospects. But what did the
Premier do? He left for Kiewa, and any.
attempt at stability of government went
by the board. I want to say quite definitely that what was 'published in the
press and broadcast over a pericd O'f
eighteen months was nothing other than
astute publicity.

Let us recall that during the two and
a half years of his Administration, he
actually had five different Governments,
or he made alter-ations five times in the
personnel of his Ministry.
Members
shculd ask why that was done. A'fter
Coun try party Ministers were thrown
out of the Government, the Premier reallccated the va can t portf.olios among
the remaining Liberal and Country
party members until such Hme as he
appointed other Ministers.
At that
time, the Government consisted of
N ow I propose to attack members of
twelve members. Later, as his Ministers the Government on their lack of adminishad suggested, there were not enough tration. The last session of Parliament
worms in the tin, so they made a thir- was cne of the most abortive I have been
teenth position and brought in the honor- . through. During the last three weeks of
able member for Swan Hill. Later the it there was a debacle which was not to
election of which I have spoken was held, the credit of this great institution. When
when they demanded the extermination Parliament rose 25 Bills 'lapsed, and not
of the Country party. They were de- all of them were bad Bills. Some of 1:1hem
feated. The electors rejected their claim were good Bills, and some I had drawn
and reduced their numbers to 27. The myself when I was Chief Secretary.
fact that their claim was rejected is one There were the Weights and Measures
of the reasons why we are engaging in Bill, a Bill to consolidate the Police Reguthis debate to-day.
lation Act, and another relating to mental
hygiene.
There were Bills which Country
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-Did the elecparty Ministers had almost piloted
tors reject your party's claim?
through the House, but which, because of
Mr. DODGSHUN.-They accepted our disruption of the Ministry, could not be
claim of stable government. The Govern- passed through their final stages.
ment, which is a minority Government Generally speaking, those Bills went
and was rejected by the people, had the from the top of the Notice Paper to the
effron tery in the period between the bottom because there was some form of
return of the writs and the calling to- opposition from outside. Whenever opgether of the House, again to increase the position has been 'Shown the Government
number of Ministers to ,fifteen. I believe has not pursued the course previously
I am correct· in saying that never before planned behind closed doors in Cabinet.
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I mentioned that at one stage a thir- benefit 'of the high prices which have
teenth position 'in the Ministry was favoured t!he growers of wheat and wool.
created and the honorable member for The aUack on them was an attack on a
Swan Hill was appointed A'ssistant Minis- basic industry of the State.
ter for this, that,and the other thing.
This Liberal and Country party' is
He was acting as Assistant Minister of causing more people Ito ,flock to the city
Housing when' the Minister of Housing from th,e country areas. ,We have heard
went overseas. No sooner was the of country industries which cannot comMinister in the air than the Assistant pete with those in the metropolis because
Minister announced, with the connivance of the rise in railway freights.
The
and agreemen t of Cabinet, that he had a election policy of the Liberal and
plan for the solution of the housing Country party, which set out to extershortage. Can any reasonable, respon- minate the Country party, failed because
sible member of Parliament believe that . we are here in this House, thirteen
a body of eleven men-twelve with the strong. The Liberal and Country party
honorable member for Swan Hill, and has used all possible power-the power
thirteen with ,the Minister of Housing- of the purse, the power of persuasion,
would agree to a complete revision of and the power of threatening-to reduce
housing plans when the senior Minister the Country party to a nonentity, but it
was away and the junior Minister had has failed. My Leader moved this
just taken up his duties? They were motion to see if the House agrees with
men who had been sworn to administer the Country 'party that the Libera'l and
the affairs of State in a faithful and true Country party cannot provide stable
way, but they accepted the suggestion of government. The Country party launched
the honorable m,ember 'for Swan Hill, the motion, but if the House believes that
who had only just been admitted to the the Liberal and Country party can ensure
Ministry. Those things cannot be under- stable government, the mlembers of the
stood by members 'of the Country ,party, Country party will be happy, 'because it
or by men in the country who have gone will be a democratic vote-the voice of
through fire and water, drought, and the people through this Chamber.
other vicissitudes of life.
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dandenong).
These people who have taken our name --We have just listened toth,e honorable
claim that they are a Liberal and Country member for Rainbow giving the first
party, but their money-£250,000 or real reason for the pact between the
more-did not come from country dis- Countr.y party and the Labour party.
tricts or from half-crown subscriptions, He has admitted that the sole reason for
but from people who 'are interested in the pact is the outcome of a personal
the extermination of my party, who are feud.
now issuing propaganda 'tJhroughout the
Mr. HAYEs.-He never said that.
State, and who stultified decentralization
by raising freights and fares on the railMr. DAWNAY-MOUiLD.-The honorways by 25 per cent. with the idea of able member for Rainbow made the
recuperating the Budget to the extent of definite statement that he and his party
£3,400,000 in twelve months. Of that had lost faith in the Premier, not in
£3,400,000 no less than £2,800,000 was to the party led by the Premier. He
come out of the pockets !ofcountry admitted that on a purely personal
dwellers. With their great interest in basis the Country party of thirteen
primary industry, they raised water and members in this House had sought
drainage charges to irrigationists, thus an unnatural alliance with the party
attacking the primary industry whic:h against . which they had previously
could least afford it. The Minister con- fough t on two occasions. There is to be
cerned went around like a roaring Hon a vote taken :in this House on the basis
saying, ." I will not stand for it," but defined by the honorable member for
there was no alternative. Most of the Rainbow, who submitted a great deal
growers in the dried 'fruits industry, un- more material for reasoning than did his
fortunately, are still under lien to their Leader. I may be pardoned, as a compacking sheds. They have not had the paratively new member, for wondering
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why such an important ·motion should
have been giv1en such scant attention by
the man who wishes to be the Premier
of the State. In the :space of a few
minutes, without any attempt to justify
his action, he stated 'in broad terms that
he desired to move a motion that the
Government had 'lost the confidence of
the House. No other explanation was
given by the Leader of the Country
party, but as a result of the speech of
the honorabLe member for Rainbow we
know that the reason is the continuation
of a personal feud.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-Y.OU cannot possibly
translate my words into that meaning.
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD.-I am translating the words of the honorable member for Rainbow in the only way that
any man could possibly construe them
from the way he opened his address, and
I acoepted that as an honest expression
of his opinion. The honorable member
stated that the Liberal and Country
party had advised the people in the
country electorates to vote for the
Liberal and Country party or the Labour
party. He knows that that is a complete
fabrication.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-It is not; we have
proof of it.
•
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD.-The honorable member for Rainbow had an opportunity of giving that 'proof, but he did
not avail himself of it. If the' Leader
of the Country party is prepared to pass
the- piece of paper he is holding, to this
side of the Chamber [ shall read it for
him, Ibecause I am quite certain that
there has been put ,into simple phrasing
a meaning that Was never there.
,Mr.
,McDoNALD
,(Shepparton).Whatever you 'may think 'Of the
'meaning it is in print and it is authorized
by the Liberal and Country party.
,Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD.-There was
an unusuaUy bitter note in the honorable member ,for Rainbow's 'voice when
he spoke of what he 'Classed as "com'mercial city interests." He also made
rather 'a Isilly statement, which one does
not expect from an elder statesman,
about the spending of £250,000 en the
recent election by the Liberal and
Country party. That 'Contention is not
only foolish but com'pletely inaccurate.
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I do not think he ,wouldibe prepared to
deny in this House that his own party
accepted £25,000 If,rom the Chamber of
Manufactures.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-I wish we had.
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULO'.-The honorable member wiH have 'an 'Opportunity of
denying th'at, but [ do not think he
honestly can do so. The Country party
also accepted a sum of m'oney, the
amount of which I do not know, from
the Chamber 'Of Commerce.
It will
probably interest the people of Victoria,
if they do not already knew it, to know
that within every electorate contested by
the Liberal and Country party it is the
obligation 'of the local 'committee to find
its own ,money Ifor expenditure on press
advertisements, 'Publicity, organ'izers,
and so on.
It might alIso be stated for the
ediflcation of members of the House and
the public that ,finance was offered t~
the Liberal and Country party !by the
Chambers of ,Manufactures and Commerce and 'it was refused. There was
no refus'alaf financial assi'stance by the
Country party, which is now complaining about what its ,members call commercial city interests completely overriding the Country 'party.
We had an aoknowledgment thy the
honorable member for Rainbow that the
Country party has a pact with the Labour
party. However, it was rather ominously
significant that members of the Country
party failed .to answer a perfectly
proper question asked by the Premier.
It was whether they had given in writing to the Labour party the acceptance
of the conditions laid down for their
support or whether t'he Labour party
had 'Submitted to the Country party by
the written ,word the terms under -which
it would support the Country 'Party as
a Government. The 'People of Victoria
are entitled to know what bargain has
been struck between these incompaHbles.
There ,is not the slightest doubt that
a ,pact against the best interests of this
State has been entered 'into by a 'Party
that is discredited by its numbers aJone.
It is seeking to govern with the /backing
of .the Labour party which has a
defini te policy. If that party were the
Government we would !know where it
stood. The Labour party at least has
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consistently adhered to a policy which it
has never attempted to hide. Personally,
I should be more happy if it were proposed that a Labour party Government
should emerge from to-night's proceedings, supported by the Country party,
because that would be much more
natural than this peculiar idea of a
large, old and honorable party accepting
the responsibility of backing a minority
party that did not even give the electors
the opportunity of returning sufficient
members for it to obtain a majority in
the House.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-You just scraped in
yourself.
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD.-Yes, if that
is a pertinent comment, but I was not
alone in that regard. As a comparatively
new member I had the difficult task of
following in Dandenong a man whom I
personally admire, even if I do not like
his politics. If a man is given that task
as a comparatively young member, in
the largest constituency in Victorialarger than most constituencies in Australia----!and is capable of retaining his
seat, surely it is recognized as a reasonable effort. The number of electors who
voted for me was considerably greater
than the average number of electors in
any Country party electorate.
The honorable member for Rainbow
made a great song and dance about the
genuine efforts made by my party, from
time to time, to establish a basis for reconciliation with the party which is
its natural ally.
The Leader of the
Country party, in submitting this most
outrageous motion, directed an attack
upon the Leader of the Labour party,
who is going to saddle and ride him,
beca~se that party had suggested, as
had the Liberal and Country party
openly, that this State would be better
~erved in Parliament Iby two parties
instead of three. I make that definite
statement because the. mover of the
motion asked the Leader of the Labour
party why he also had favoured a twoparty House in Victoria.
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of which at one time he was very
anxious to become a member. He implied that the Government was unable to
gOV!ern, which is admitted, because 27
supporters of a party cannot govern
when 34 are needed to do it satisfactorily.
Since he became the representative
for Shepparton in this House, the
Leader of the Country party has
stumped the country voicing one cry, "I
am an anti-Socialist." TO-day willingly,
or perhaps unwillingly, he is prepared to
accept overriding by his Labour masters
of the future.
I do not blame Ithe
Labour party for what it is doing.
It will get out of this unholy alliance
something which it has been seeking
ever since there has been a Labour party
in this State, something which the
Country party, until this propitious
occasion has consistently refused to
give-adult franchise for the Upper
House. It is absolutely recreant of the
trust imposed in every member of the
Country party.
Mr. WHITE (Allendale) .-What do you
think about it?

Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD.-It is completely undemocratic. In the Labour
party ranks there are many represer:tatives of municipal councils, men who are
doing a solid, honorary job as councillors in different shires, boroughs,
towns and cities. They have never
cavilled at the fact that there is no
adult franchise at municipal elections.
They realise that the householders,
represented by the head of each house,
appoint them to the municipal council.
I see nothing wrong with the head of the
house, who has the responsibility of
managing his home and family, electing
members of a House of review which .
could be used for the purpose of making
abortive this attempt at an unholy
alliance of incompatibles in politics.
There was only one statement by the
Leader of the Country party that was
worth listening to, and that was his
constant plea for stable government. If
One could make many pertinent com- it were not for his blind hatred of the
ments on the unnaturalness of this pro- Premier and his persistence in a personal
posed alliance.
The Leader of the feud with one behind whom I am proud
Country party made out no case on the to sit, this attitude would never have
deficiencies of the Hollway Government, arisen. Had he been a man big enough
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to sink personal differences and accept
the olive branch held out not only by the
Premier but by his party colleagues,
the position would have been different.
At the end of last session an offer was
made, and the time was deliberately
chosen so that no member of the Country
party could say that my party was pleading for support on the floor of the House.
Our gesture to the Country party,
given officially over the signature of the
secretary to the party, was completely
and purposely ignored by the Leader of
the Country party, and for what reason?
Admittedly, the Liberal and Country
party went to the poll at the last general
election and asked the people to give the
State a two-party House. We realized
there would always be a core of the
Country party left, but we thought, as
we were entitled to think, that that
party would be more likely to give support to its anti-Socialist colleagues than
to go cap in hand, in a bid for office, and
solicit the support of the Labour party.
The Labour party made a similar plea,
realizing that the State is entitled to
stability of government that can come
only from a two-party House, without
the blackmailing efforts of a small party
wielding the balance of power for the
purposes of gain to the individual
and not for the benefit of the State.
The Country party must realize that it
is being made a vehicle for the implementation of the policy of the Labour
party. It must realize also that the
electors of this State will not be pleased
at such an outright betrayal of the
promises contained in its propaganda
preceding the Assembly election. The
smiling member for Gippsland East has
in this House expressed himself-and
I believe sincerely-as being bitterly
opposed to Socialism and all it stands
for. Yet to-day he is busily engaged
stitching the leather to make the saddle
with which the Country party is to be
ridden.
Mr. LIND.-The honorable member
should tell that to my constituents.
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD.-I have every
intention of going into the constituency
of Gippsland East and telling the electot's there how their representative has
betrayed the trust reposed in him. The
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residents of Gippsland are men of the
soil. Their votes were recorded with
the idea of returning to office· Country
party men-not Socialist stooges. They
knew in their hearts that the Country
party had insufficient numbers to form a
Government but, unless their votes were
misplaced, they expected that personalities would be forgotten and that the
Country party would support that party
which was prepared to fight for the implementation of those principles for
which the Country party stood. There
is nothing wrong with the platform of
the Labour party as espoused by the
members of that party who believe in it.
Thank God men can differ politically and
still retain respect for each other
personally.
The question arises whether the Labour
party will demand of the Country party
a price which is beyond its capacity to
pay. Is the Country party" game" to
tell the people of Victoria the price that
has been paid for selling out those who
voted for that party? It has been stated
by my Leader that no price he could offer
would be as great as that offered by the
Labour party which is playing its usual
politically sound long-sighted game. It
visualizes the prospect of getting, at the
hands of anti-Socialists, the very things
for which it has been fighting for the
past 50 years. The act of betrayal
which has been perpetrated will rebound
on to the heads of those men who should
be in the Ministerial corner supporting the Government which admittedly
went to the people with a statement
that the Country party, as a middle:
party, was not wanted.
I am not a betting man, but I am
prepared to wager that the game of selling out the trade union movement by
the Labour party is not finished yet.
The Labour party should not count its
chickens bef.ore they are iha tched. The
Leader of the Labour party knows that
the respected delegates of 35 representative unions are disgusted with the
,ma'crrinations .of their parliamentary
colleagues. He also Iknows that the 'mess
df pottage will turn sour in the mouth
of the average Labour man. Much has
been said to-day about stable govern'ment. What is definitely needed in this
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State is viri'le government, and I -cannot visualize virility coming from the
sterility of thirteen Country .party men
in this House whe.n hard driven /by more
than double that number of their Labour
masters bent on forcing the im'plementation of a policy toO which, when the
Country party went to the count'ry, it'S
members declared themselves to be
opposed.
The Leader of the Labour party did
this House a '.far greater courtesy than
did the Leader of the Country party.
The latter said aH he had to say in Isix
and a half minutes, but the Leader of
the Labour party in 35 minutes delivered a reasoned and weH-ballanced
speech revealing what he sincerely believed were good reasons why his party
should support the Country party
minority. The prices' bogey was the
only real instrument which the Labour
party used as justification for this
alliance. No other reason was given
why the present Government with 27
party ,members in this House should be
dominated by the thirteen Country party
members. The Leader of the Labour
party did assert that the Liberal and
Country party was killing decentralization.
The only other expression of
opinion I have heard :from a representative of the Labour party is that
decentralization is a good means of
making the coun try districts sa'fe for
Labour.
One objection that has been voiced by
Country party men is that decen tralization has the effect of ·robbing primary
producers of their ,onJy means of securing Ilabour. There is a reasoned and
baJanced way of taking decentralization
to the country districts: that is, by first
of all providing the homes and then
the people to operate the industry.
Many illustrati-ons have been seen in
the past of primary industries being
completely crippled in outlying districts
from which man power has been
attracted by more favourable conditions
offered by decentralized industries.
Nothing has been IreveaJed either 'by
the Labour party or the Country party
as to the price demanded Ifor the alliance.
I hope the IDeputy Leader 'Of the Labour
party, who isa forthright man, ,will tell
honorable members what his party has
demanded of the Country party and, if
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he does not do so, J hope a speaker on
behaU of the Country party will at least
have the courage to teH the House the
price that party has agreed to pay to the
La·hour :party ·for its support in enabling
it to assume office and occupy the
Treasury bench. In saying that, I am
assuming that the no-'confidence 'motion
will be carried by a sufficient num!ber of
Labour ,members to ensure a majority
for the Country party. I have some doubt
whether that will happen. It may be
found that, as a 'result of the revolt in
the industrial Labour movement against
this unnatural alliance, many Labour
party members will realize that the
voluntary contributions of unionists
support the Lab-our party m'achine and
they will be worried at the prospect
of kicking ·against the industrial Labour
movement which has 'supported the fight
against the Communist menace, not only
in the State sphere, but also in the
Federal sphere.
I wish to direct the attention of members to statements that have been made
in the House by the Leader of the
Country party. The first comment was
made on the 2nd of October, 1947, and is
reported at page 228 of volume 225 of
Hansard. When the honorable member
was speaking on the Votes on Accoant
sought by the Labour Premier of
the day-the honorable member for
N orthcote--he made the following
remark, which I do not intend to
take out of its context so as to
make pleasant reading in Hansard.
I . invite the Leader of the Country
party to check the statement, because
the people of Shepparton will ask him
why he has now gone back on his word.
He saidMy ancestors shed. their blood for liberty;
I did the same, and I would do the same
again. I did not intend to speak at length
on the Supply Bill, but in view of the
Premier's statements I felt that I had to
reply to him. He knows the feeling of the
people in the country. He and his Cabinet
colleagues know that what is happening
would be rejected if the people had an opportunity to express their views. This
democratic party-the party whose members
have prated and preached throughout its
history, claiming to be the only true democrats-has proved to-day that its members
are the only true totalitarians in this
country. We witnessed a demonstration
this afternoon of totalitarianism on the
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march in Victoria and, of course, in Australia. I believe the demonstration was
organized by members on the Government
side of the House.

When the Leader of the Country party
was speaking on the Legislative Council
(Referendum) Bill on the 3rd of October, 1947, he made certain remarks
whicb. appear on page 254 of the same
volume of Hansard. I ask the honorable
member to mark those words because of
the price that he has to pay the Labour
party.
Mr. McDoNALD (Shepparton).-What
is the price?
Mr.
DAWNAY-MOULD.-We
are
waiting for the honorable member to
tell us, but he is not game to do so. I
direct attention to the following statement:My voice to-day is the clarion call to the
people of Victoria; they will decide the
issue, not the Minister, nor 1. This discredited Government, this despicable band
of men who once called themselves democrats, do not practise what they preach. I
am quite clear in my mind that this game
which is being played by the Labour
Government is only one of clever political
tactics--

He will soon realize the truth of that
comment-whereby the Government is endeavouring
to .cloud the issue in an election. That is
the real reason why this legislation has been
brought forward.

The honorable member has forgotten and
forsaken the way he then travelled.
To-day, on behalf of the Country party,
he is accepting a form of service under
the Labour movement that country
people will not forget. La ter in the
same speech, the honorable member
saidWhen we find the high offices of our land
being bastardized because of political
ideology-and that is really what it isthe stage is reached where the people have
no power left to them, if their Government
is prepared to take the road that this
Government is taking to-day.

He is now proposing to follow the same
road. In a subsequent part of his
speech, the honorable member saidThe Labour Government is not interested
in the Upper House; it would abolish it tomorrow if it could; it would remove the
last legislative protection of the people and
retain control of the Parliamentary institution purely for its own purposes so that it
could order and direct the people.
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Doubtless the honorable member wishes
he could slide away from the implications of his own words. On page 349
of the same volume of Hansard, the
honorable member is ·reported to have
saidWhat downright nonsense! The Premier
is trying to manufacture a case, but the
people are awake to the true position.
They know that the real issue is the Labour
party's socialistic policy versus the people.

He is now prepared to swallow those
comments, and to accept the backing of
the Labour party because he has not the
courage to sit behind the Labour party,
or in his natural place behind the
Government where he and the other
members of his party ought to be. The
honorable member is somewhat discomforted; he may feel more embarrassed before I have finished my
quotations. On page 351 of the same
volume of Hansard, he saidThe Premier referred to me as one of the
marionettes in the show, but I would rather
be called that than be described as a
political coward. I have never been whitelivered, and I hope God gives me the
strength to continue to fight against
injustices, whether they come from a
dictator, a dictator Government, or from
any other source.

To-day the Leader of the Country party
is prepared to accept the dictatorship
which he condemned so feelingly on the
occasion I have mentioned. On the 9th
of October, 1946, the honorable member
discussed the Supplementary Estimates
for 1945-46 and referred to the affiliation of the Labour party with the Communist party. In the course of his remarks, he saidThe Labour party platform provides for
union membership as well as for individual
membership. An individual member who
joins a branch of the Labour party, but is
not a member of a union, has to sign the
party pledge and pay a certain subscription
to the organization. No one can convince me
that the Labour party has no Communist
members; in fact, they constitute the main
strength and control in the party.

The Leader of the Country party now
has the effrontery to ask the people of
the Stare to accept a Government under
his leadership, assisted by men whom
he branded in this House as being
directly associated with the Communist
party, which he was elected to fight.
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Speaking during the Budget debate on
the 17th of October, 1946, the present
Leader of the Country party is reported,
at page 2525 of volume 222 of Hansard}
as having made this further statementThe State has a Labour Government, and
chaos. There is no doubt that one of the
chief reasons why there are industrial and
other troubles is high taxation. No matter
what branch of industry one investigates,
one finds that proprietors are generally unwilling to develop their enterprises.

A t page 2527, still speaking on the
Budget debate, the honorable member
made a further statement to which I ask
him to give particular attention~ in view
of the decision that he is asking the
House to commit itselfIf any Government allows communistic
influences to creep in, it is failing in its
duty. Country people are deeply concerned
at the drift in this direction. The Government should govern, and if it permits communistic teaching in the schools, it is permitting the destruction' of our ideals of life.

That, again, may be discomforting to the
Leader of the Country party. At page
2532, his remarks are continued as
follows:The Government has failed to indicate
any plan of progress for Victoria in the
Budget, and that also indicates a failure to
keep its election promises. It has allowed
conditions in the State to drift because it
has not the courage to stand up to its supporters and say, "We will be fair and
generous to you as employees and supporters of the Government, but we expect
you to work and to play your part in the
proper development of this State.

1950.]

in Ministers.

89

people of Victoria want to know the
attitude that the Country party will
adopt.
Mr. BARRY.-Wbat did the Government
do about it?
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD.--It did more
than the Labour party wanted it to do.
The Labour party was not courageous
enough to give its support. Speaking
on the same want-of-confidence motion,
the Leader of the Country party made
these remarks. I quote from page 2729
of volume 222 of H ansardIt will not be long before, industrial
anarchy will break out. There is no doubt
that Mr. Brown, the Communist leader of
the Australian Railways Union, was able
to bluff the Premier and the Government.
The press reports of Mr. Brown's statements to the Premier clearly indicate that
the honorable gentleman was totally scared
of him. If a union or group of employees
defies the courts and intimidates the
Government and gains its ends, other unions
will soon follow the same line and will act
in complete disregard of the laws of the
land. The Government will be called upon
to arbitrate, instead of the courts; and if
the Government is afraid of the unions,
then it will fail the people, and nothing but
chaos will result.

On the following page, he is reported as
having made .this quotation of a statement by Mr. J. J. Brown"Many transport workers would like to
fight on and not return to work," he said.
" But this is only round one of a fight that
will go many rounds before it is finished."
"And I have a warning. If the assurances that have been given are not carried
out to the full, the people of Victoria will
do a lot more walking before we are
through," said Mr. Brown.

The Leader of the Country party was referring to the party which his party is
so anxious to-day to accept. Reference The Leader of the Country party should
was made earlier in the debate to a well remember that occasion, because
motion of no confidence moved by the he did something so late that possibly
honorable member for Shepparton when it would have been better if it had not
the Labour Government was in office. been done at all. La ter in his speech
'on the want-of-~onfidence motion, he
Tha t motion read as follows:remarkedThat, because of its weak and impotent
attitude in dealing with the recent strike
position and its complete failure to take
firm and appropriate action to protect the
rights and interests of the people, the
Government has forfeited the confidence of
the House.

r should like to know what the Leader
of the Country party proposes to. do
about the Essential Services Act, con~rning which members of the OppositIOn have been strangely silent.
The

The Premier found means of settling the
strike by weakly giving in to the strikers,
instead of insisting on their fulfilling their
responsibilities and duties to the people.

On the 30th of October, the Leader of the
Labour party, in reply, made a very
interesting contribution to the debate. He
saidOffice is the first plank in the platform
of the Country party, but its members know
that the attainmen~ of ,office is impossible
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without the support of their Tory colleagues
in the Liberal party. They are prepared to
pay any price and agree to any condition
in order to get back to office.

Office is more important than are the
wheat growers to members of the
Country party. Later, the Leader of the
Labour party made these remarksYou, Mr. Speaker, can understand the
frame of mind of some members of the
Opposition. They are impossible. They
have not got charge of themselves. Fancy
putting them in charge of the country!

I now wish to quote certain remarks
which are particularly pertinent. They
were made on the 22nd of April, 1947,
by t~e Leader of the Country party. I
ask him to listen attentively, because he
has exhibited in this House his incapacity
to make a statement of his own case.
Now he has also exhibited his incapacity
to listen to a statement as to how futile
is his case in the eyes of the people. At
page 4623, of Hansard, volume 223, he
is reported as having made the following
statement:In the circumstances, I will withdraw my
notice of motion, and, by leave, moveThat, because of its weak and vacillating
attitude in dealing with the present industrial crisis, and its failure to take steps
for the maintenance of essential services
as well as for the protection and safety
of the people, the Government has lost
the confidence of this House.

On the same date, the Leader of the
Country party said furtherAt one time the Labour party was a great
political body, but to-day it is afraid of
the shadow of Communism. The honorable
member for Richmond said in this House
that he regretted and deplored the fact that
every time a Communist sitting in the
visitors' gallery signalled to a Minister the
latter had to go outside and change his
pants before he interviewed the man.

Later, he remarkedI have tried independently of politics to
state the position plainly. I say this to the
Government: Either you deal with the situation courageously-and if you do the Opposition will help you to pass the necessary
legislation-or get out of office, because by
failing to deal courageously with it you are
bringing the whole parliamentary system
into disrepute and playing into the hands of
Communists who are trying to get the people
to believe that Parliament is incapable of
dealing with the situation. The view of the
Opposition is that we, as a Parliament, are
not capable of dealing with it, but t.he
Government is.
Mr. Dawnay-Mould.
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We have had one or two Hlustrations:
which I have not the 'slightest doubt
have not been listened to very pleasantly
by members of ·the Country party. In
the debate ·on the Address-in-Reply to
the Lieutenant-Governor's Speech on
the 29th of March, 1949, the honorable
member for Toorak, in his maiden
speech in this House, made a contribution which 'l am sure members of the
Country party ,would do well to remember. To help their memories 1 am going
to quote a sman extract, because it is
very 'pertinent to this discussionThat opposition will be expected, and it
is legitimate opposition because between
the party to which I belong and the Labour
party there is a real issue of principle. On
the one hand, the Labour party believes in
a system which members on this side of
the House are convinced will inevitably
lead to an undue restriction of human
liberty and result in a negation of
democracy. On the other hand, members
of the party to which I am attached stand
for a system and a 'philosophy which exalt
the individual, but which seek to protect
his personality and preserve those moral
values without which there can be no true
human progress. The difference of principle between the Labour party and .the
Liberal and Country party is unbridgeable.
We respect members of the Labour party
for their views, and I hope they will respect
us for ours.
What of the Country party? Is there
any such difference of principle between
the Liberal and Country party and the
Country .party?
Is there any measure
proclaimed in the Government's legislative
programme to which they can reasonably
and .properly object?

He went on to plead, as he can, in this
House to prevent any brea,k in the antiMarxian front. To-day we have witnessed in this Chamber the spectacle of
a party which has· declared its oppositi'on to Socialism going cap in hand t·:)
its future masters and paying the price
it must pay ·for the support it expects
to get. It is not content to recognize
that as a smalll party it should voluntarily forget its personali tyand transfer to the party to which J: have the
honour to belong. The Labour party
has always believed and still believes in
Socialism. It is at least consistent. On
the other hand, the members of the
Country party are accepting willingly
the price of office-and what else? No
member of that party has told us yet
the price which this House, the people
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of the State, and the electors wiH pay
for this act .of political betrayal, which
I hope it will never be my misfortune to
5ee consummated.
Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo).-We have
just listened '1.0 a speech by the honorable member for Dandenong, and one
had to ,go to some length to connect his
remarks with the motion, because he
spent half his ,u'me quoting from
Hansard about things that had happened
in the past. Another member said that
what was wrong with the Libera,l party
was that it 'lived in the past and would
not advance with the times. I submit
one point to the honorable member for
Dandenong. He spoke about theelectorate of the honorable member for
Gippsland East, and I suggest that i:f he
goes there he should tie a bell around
his neck so that he will not. be lost. Some
doubt has been cast by members on the
Government side of the House on the
reason for Labour support to a Country
party Government in office.
The
Attorney-General summed up the position logically when he said to the Labour
party, "Wherever we are sitting, you
will always be in opposition." The reason
for this is that the Government party
represents the" haves" and we represent
the" have nots." If we can get more
for the" have nots" from the Country
party than we can from the people who
repres'ent the "haves," it is our duty
to put them in office.
The present Government has had two
and a half years in office, and members
of the Labour party have felt very disconsolate about the poor progress made
with national works.
We feel that
another two and a half years of Libet-dl
party Government, with the Ministry
dancing to the tune of metropolitan interests, would retard by years the progress made by the Cain Government in
two years of office. The main part of
the bargain is that the Country party
will push on with national works where
the present Government has fallen down
on the job, and that it· will not accept
the dictates of Collins-street financiers.
The other week-end a big Federal
Cabinet meeting was held on the question
of the devaluation of the Australian
£1, but the Chamber of Manufactures
sen t a tel~gram to the Prime Minister and
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the idea was dropped like a hot potato.
Wba t we are mainly concerned about is
the Governor's Speech, which somebody
said had not been criticized. We have
not desired to criticize it, because it was
practically the same speech as that
delivered in 1947 when the Cain Government was in office. The speech presented on behalf of the present Government sta'tedMy advisers are already
the area under irrigation
years. Preliminary work
on the big Eildon dam.
construction of this dam
30th of June.

planning to double
over the. next ten
has already begun
Tenders for the
will close on the

In the speech delivered in October, 1947,
when the Labour party was in office, the
then Governor saidThe Government has planned to double
the irrigation projects in this Sta.te within
the next ten years.

The Labour Government went out of
office and the present Government, which
has existed for more than two and a half
years, is still planning to double the area
under irrigation in ten years. That is
proof positive that the Government has
lost two and a half. years. In 1947 I
went to Maffra district and met a deputation of irrigators. I told them that we
would put in a new channel which would
be completed within three years. I was
asking the member for the district to-day
if the work had been done, and learned
that it had not been started .. I inspected
the Nambrok-Denison scheme in 1946,
but no progress has been made with it.
Is not that sufficient evidence to justify
getting rid of . the Government? The
ineptitude of the Government is patent
when work .which was to have been
undertaken in 1947-48 has not yet been
commenced.
. The Government has not started one
water supply project on its own initiative,
with the exception of the Waranga inlet.
Despite the advice given by members of
the Opposition that the terms of contract
could not be fulfilled the tender of a
New Zealand firm was accepted for that
work, but after a few months the firm
had to walk off the job because it could
not carryon at the contract price.
One of the greatest bugbears of the
State Rivprs and Water Supply Commission for many years was to get some

92

Want of Oonfide1we

rASSEMBLY. 1

liaison between the irrigator and the
Commission.
Some years ago the
Government appointed to' the Commission a practical irrigator who rendered
great service to the State in acting as a
liaison hetween the irrigator and the
Commission. This Government, which
always talks about bureaucrats, replaCed
that practical irrigator with an officer of
the State Rivers and Water Supply Commis~ion.
Ever since that time there
have been complaints. Shortly after the
appointment, there was an increase in
the price of water to users in irrigation
areas. Two days after the House went
into recess a pronounoement was made
hy the Minister that an increased charge
would be levied upon irrigators, and this
House was not given the opportunity of
discussing the matter and putting the
case on their behalf. Is not that policica'l indecency?
Many factors '()f admin'istration concern the Opposition. Until the honorable member for Swan Hill entered the
Ministry not one member of the
Government had any knowledge of the
problems of the northern districts.
Practically every Minister lived in the
heavy rainfall areas and not one of them
understood the problems of the dry
north, which nave been neglected ever
since the Government has been in office.
Some Ministers have used their office not
in the interests of the State, but as Ct
matter of politicaoJ expediency. Instances
have occurred where Ministers have entered el:ectorates and insulted and
ignored the elected representatives. That
was previously unheard of. The situation has occurred where Ministers have
been invited into electorates by honorable members and have not accepted,
but later have accepted the invitation of
outside bodies. In fact, the Minister of
Housing last week, when receiving a
deputation of returned soldiers, called
me a liar. In my opinion Ministers
should conduct themselves reasonably
decently when they are in pUblic.
This Government has neglected the
rural people. When the honorable member for Swan Hill was appointed as
Assistant Minister of Housing, he produced the " Hipworth Plan." Of courSe,
the Minister of Housing, who had been in
office for a couple of years, knew nothing
Mr. Galvin.
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about the problem, but as soon as, the
"bright young boy" was appointed he
was going to get rid of the temporary
housing accommodation! In fact, at one
stage he suggested importing 10,000
houses. When the Minister returned
from abroad he scrapped the plan, and
also scrapped the Assistant Minister,
who said that he would never again
work with the Minister of Housing.
However, last week at Bendigo he was
present, cheek by jowl, with the Minister.
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH.-At your
request.
Mr. GALVIN.-That is so, but the
Assistant Minister did not have the
decency to tell Ime he was coming. When
I was a Minister I treated him properly
every time I went into his electorate and
did practicaHy everything he wanted.
However, aUhough he passes through
my electorate twice a week he has not
had the courtesy to call in once. Last
week in Bendirgo the Minister of Housing stated that 'it was intended to build
all the houses about the place, but the
council ,would have to provide the land.
The statement was ·made that the Housing Commission could not get any land,
despite the 'fact that the Education
Department last year .purchased about
£26,000 worth of land which was ideal
for housing. I have since ascer.tained
tha t the sum of £289 has been paid to
survey land on which houses were to
be erected.
When the Minister of Housing
promised that houses would be buioIt, I
said, "This is a rather remarkable time
to come here and make promises, Mr.
Minister; perhaps this time next week
you will nat be Minister of Housing.
Why did you not 'come up here before
when you could have done something? "
He just ·laughed. It is most important
that Ministers of the Crown should not
use their positions for political expediency but should use them in the interests of the State.
The visit to
Bendigo by the Minister of Housing was
purely and simply political windowdressing.
That has happened with
other :Ministers, and I Ifeel it is about
time they were removed from office and
a new Government formed, the members
of which will conduct themselves in the
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same way as !Ministers of previous
Governments have ca'rried out their
duties ..
I shall mention another instance of
discourtesy.
The former Minister of
Transport, now Colonel Kent Hughes,
M.H.R., on three occasions promjsed to
visit the Bendigo rai1lway wo~shops, on
which the Government spends a considerable amount of money each year,
but he did not honour his promises. In
fact, honorable members will recall that
on the last occasion he was in this House
he apologized fqr not doing so and said
that I could rest assured that his successor would visit the workshops. The
former Minister of Transport should have
made himself conversant with some of
the activities of the Department he controlled. What applied to that Minister
applied equally to the other members of
the Ministry. No Government should
be in office .for two and a half years
without one at least of its Ministers
inspecting one of the largest State
railway
establishments.
Members
listened carefully while the honorable member for Grant read his
story, while he talked about Socialism,
and so on. Where was there a greater
dictator than was the honorable member
for Grant when, as chairman of the
Transport Regulation Board, he took
away the livelihood of many people without giving reasons for his actions?
Mr. FRASER.-That is untrue.
Mr. GALVIN. - I can prove it,
"Brother," but time will not permit me
to do so to-night.
The honorable
member referred to totalitarianism, to
dictatorships, and Socialism, but, in comparison with the honorable member,
Mussolini was one who believed in free
enterprise.
Mr. FRASER (Grant)-On a point of
order, Mr. Speaker, the honorable mem. bel' for Bendigo referred to me as
"Brother." From him that is an offensive
term to me, and I ask for its withdrawal.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis}.-There is no point of order,
but members should refer to another
honorable member by the name of the
constituency he represents.
Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-A point of
order, Mr. Speaker: Throughout the
debate our party has been referred to
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as the Socialist party, and you have
raised no objection. We are in fact the
Labour party.
The SPEAKER.--There is no point of
order.
Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo).-The honorable member for Grant castigated the
Labour party for being Socialists. On
his actions 'as the chairman of the
Transport Regulation Board, even the
" comrades" would not let him in to
their body. He went even further than
they would have gone. The Government
has proved its ineptitude; and its members have used Ministerial office for the
purposes of political expediency.
During the recent election campaign,
the Premier got into trouble in the
Castlemaine and Allendale districts. He
then announced that he had referred to
the Parliamentary Public Works Committe an inquiry into the electrification
of the Bendigo railway line. Everyone
knows that at that time there was no
Parliamentary Public Works Committee
because it ceased to function as soon as
the Assembly was dissolved. During an
election campaign it was politically
indecent to perform an executive act
such as that, to bolster up the party's
position in the country. In addition, the
Premier "trotted out" the home-help
scheme. It had been in. operation for
years before that announcement was
made.
Mr. BARRY.-The Cain Government
established that scheme, but it has not
been enlarged since we went out of office.
Mr. GALVIN.-If the Government
proposed to do anything about the homehelp scheme, at least it should have
provided means for training people to
act as home helpers. The scheme had
been in operation for two and a half
years, but when the Premier found that
his supporters were in difficulties during
the election he looked around to find
what the Cain Government had left behind and discovered this home-help
scheme. That is another example of the
inactivity of the present Government.
It waited until the election campaign
had started to endeavour to bribe voters
by announcing something which it knew
it had no possible hope of achieving.
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. The honorable mrember for Dandenong
castigateq the honorable member for
Rainbow f'Or continuing. :what he
described as a
personal quarrel
wi th the Premier. It was claimed
that the Country party was continuing a personal fight, but I do
not read that into the speech of the
honorable member for Rainbow. He
only mentioned the Premier as the
mouthpiece of the Liberal and Country
party, supporters of which claim to be
100 per cent. behind him. Any pronouncements made by the Premier must
have been supported by his party, but
because the honorable member for
Rainbow mrentioned that fact it was
taken as a personal attack on the
Premier.
The Country party, like the Labour
party, is sick and tired of the continued
neglect of country people by a party
dominated by metropolitan financial
interests. Any knowLedge I have of the
Country party seems to indicate that
the reason why it got out of the Hollway
Administration was not because of the
Essential Services Act but because it
was sick and tired of representatives of
big interests standing over it, forcing it
to do things that were not in the
interests of the people, particularly those
in provincial and rural districts.
There has been considerable criticism
of this so-called alignment of parties. I
repeat what I have said on numerous
occasions, that it is a logical alignment
because there is an affinity of interest
between the farmers, whom the Country
party represents, and the workers and
consumers, whom we represent. There
is no affinity of interest between farmers
and Collins-street financiers, as the
Country party realizes. If the Labour
party can give the Country party a hand
to stop it from being exploited by these
metropolitan Liberal interests, we shall
do our best to see that it gets some
measure of relief.
The Governor's Speech contained a
reference to soldier settlement, as
followsDespite the high ruling prices for land,
'soldier settlement in Victoria is considerably ahead of the progress being made in
any other State. Up to the present, 3,050
Mr. Galvin.
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ex-servicemen have received rural rehabilitation under the general or single-unit farm
scheme, and loans totalling £6,300,000 have
been made to soldiers to purchase farms of

their own choice.
No mention was made of general settl~
ment or how many houses have been
built on soldier settlement blocks during
the last· two and a half years. The
Governor's Speech did not reveal that
there are between 6,000 and 7,000 men
qualified to go on the land who cannot be given blocks. Concerning the
reference to the purchase of single-unit
farms, honorable members should not
forget that the Liberal and Country
party opposed the inclusion of singleunit farms in the scheme and made it
difficult for me as Minister of Lands to
have included in the legislation a clause
relating to those units. Had the matter
been left to the Liberal and Country
party, single-unit farms would not have
been included in the Bill. Ninety per
cent. of the men who have been settled
on the land have been settled under that
part of the scheme. Tha t does not
necessarily mean that one extra man has'
been placred on the land in each instance.
All that has been done with the singleunit farms has been to take up the
natural wastage. One farmer has been
installed in the place of another. Under
the general settlement scheme an
additional man is thrown into primary
production on each occasion.
Mr. FRAsER.-What is wrong with the
legislation?
Mr. GALVIN.-All that is wrong is
that about 6,000 men who should be on
the land at the present time are unable
to secure ~ block.
Mr. FRASER.-Whose fault is that?
Mr. GALVIN.-The fault lies with the
present Government. Until comparatively recently, on each occasion when
the Government was criticized about
purchase leases, the Socialist Labour
Government at' Canberra was blamed
for the inability to secure purchase
leases. Although an anti-Socialist Ministry
is in office at Canberra the position
is no better, and, after two and a half
years in office the present Victorian
Government cannot straighten 'out the
problem of purchase leases. Despite the
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fact that soldier settlers in Robinvale
will be taking the first fruits from their
blocks next season, they do not yet, know
how much they owe for their properties.
It is about time the present Government
was kicked out and another Government
installed which will at least give to those
settlers an opportunity to plan their
future properly, despite that fact that
the Attorney-General does not favour
a planned system of economy.
Many guesses have" been hazarded as
to the terms of the a'greemen t between
the Country party and the Labour party.
The first term of that agreement is that
the present Government must go out
neok and crop. The Labour party makes
no bones about that. Mention has been
made of such tel"ms as, adult franchise
for the Legislative Council, a Greater
Melbourne Council, amendment of the
Factories ,Act, the Workers' Compensation Act, the Weights and Measures Act,
and the legislation relating to mental
hygiene. What is wrong with amending all that legislation? What is wrong
wHh the gasification of brown coal?
What is wrong U my party ensures that
the public will not Ibe exploited on
essential commodities?
Is there not
some ,good in amending the Weights
and Measures Act when people are
being " taken on" for petrol and
firewood?
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-The proposal
to amend the Weights and Measures Act
is included in the Governor's Speech.
Mr. GALVIN.-The Governor's Speech
on this occasion is the same as it was
in the last session, and I have no doubt
that it will be the same on the next
occasion, and the occasion after that if
the present Government remains in
office. My party is 'Prepared to support
a Government which will do things and
not ta1lk about them. I a'm heartily sick
of reading in the press statements made
by Ministers which I recall are the same
as those which were -made by me when
I was a ,Minister two years previously.
When the Country party assumes office
-as I am confident it will-it will. have
the support of the Labour party in
implementing the progra.mme of national
development laid down by the Cain
Adm-inistration. The Hollway Government muddled along 'for the first twelve
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months, squabbling, bickering and backbiting over the plums of office.
Six
members of the Country party were
Ministers at the outset but they were
got rid of. In their places ,were installed
six members of the Liberal and Country
party who got the plums.
Then the
Government decided to appoint three
more Ministers. For the reasons I have
sta ted, the Labour party is justly entitled to take its present stand.
The honorable member for Dandenong
put himself forward as the spokesman
for the trades union movement. If ther~
was a split between the movement and
our party-which I deny-the best assistance we could receive would be the
championship of the honorable member
for Dandenong. Once the trades union
movement found that he was supporiir:.g
its attitude, it would admit that we were
safeguarding its interests. Until to-day,
I did not appreciate the concern of the
Liberal party for the welfare of the
Country party and the Labour party. I
thought some Government speakers
would have burst into tears when they
were discussing the position that has
arisen on the Opposition side of the
House.
For the past eighteen months we have
used our best endeavours to get rid of
the present Government, and on many
occasions divisions have been called for
with that end in view. The reasons
which then applied are just as pertinent
to-day, because Ithe Government is most
inefficient and has not shown initiative.
Its Ministers have used their offices for
political expediency, and too many handouts have been given to some Government supporters. We feel that it should
be replaced by a Government that would
have the welfare of the country at heart,
not solely the interests of Collins-street
magnates, who dictate the policy of the
Liberal party. The Government has not
a sympathetic approach :to the problems
of ,the people whom we represent. Therefore, ilt is in the interests of those people
that we should change the Government
to one that will be actuated by a desire
to develop the country's latent resources.
We feel that the new Government will
introduce legislation to ensure that this
will become a more democratic State
than it is at the present time. The
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privileges of some people will be broken
down, and all persons of 21 years and
over win have the right to say who is
to kick out any Government. The need
for that reform has been proved to-day
by the statements of t\yo Ministers, who
said, "W,e will tell. them in the other
place what to do to you."
What is wrong with the Greater Melbourne scheme? Over the years there
have been wranglings about the need to
build additional bridges over the Yarra
river and pedestrian tunnels under the
streets of Melbourne. For as long as
six or seven individual councils are involved in these matters, we will be faced
with traffic problems, and the only way
to overcome them is by creating a
Greater Melbourne Council. I feel that
my party has justified its stand. As
I said at the outSelt, the AoHorney-General
put the case for us when he said to our
party, "Wherever we are, you will be
sitting in opposition to us." That statement is true, and :the Government has
no alternative because the interests
represented by the Liberal party and the
Labour party are as far apart as the
two poles.
Mr. BOLTE (Minister of Water
Supply).-I thank the Deputy Leader of
the Labour paI'ty for having made specific charges. For the last eleven hours,
honorable members have been listening
to the debalte on the want-of-confidence
motion. The contributions of the mover
of the motion and his two supporters in
the Country party were pathetic. They
did not lay one charge at :the feet of the
Governmenrt:. The Leader and the Deputy
Leader of the Labour party have made
typical speeches, and I shall answer their
charges.
The Deputy Leader said that the
Labour party will suppo!'t a Government
that will proceed with national development. The developmental works that he
suggested should be undertaken are
already being implemented by the present
Government. I had the unenviable task
of having to follow two Ministers of
Water Supply-one being the Leader of
the Country party who is now aspiring
to the Premiership, and the other was
the Deputy Leader of the Labour party.
On various occasions they inspected a
reservoir site at Nillahcootie.
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Mr. GALVIN.-If the Minister intends to
answer my charges, he ought to be truthful. I did not inspect the area at Nillahcootie, and I did not promise to do
anything rthere.
Mr. BOLTE.-I withdraw my comment, and I am sorry if I made a wrong
charge against the honorable member.
During recent years, each Minister made
promises. When the present Governmen:t came into otfice, it was faced with
the task of building the biggest reservoir
in the Southern Hemisphere as quickly
as possible. The new Eildon reservoir
will cost any:thing up to £15,000,000.
Mr. GALvIN.-In 1947 it was estimated
to cost £8,000,000.
Mr. BOLTE.-I do not intend to be
side-tracted by interjections. The Leader
of the Country party admitted to-day
that he made promises fifteen years ago,
but they were similar to the talk about
Portland and other places. All those
proj1ects about which the two former
Ministers spoke or made promises are
now being implemented by the Government, which has taken positive action
during the last eighteen months. It was
not agreeable to the State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission undertaking
one job only on which it would concentrate the whole of its resources, while
pr.ojects in other parts of Victoria were
immobilized. I am answering the charge
that the Government has done nothing.
I had the pleasure of making a recommendation to the Government, which
was accepted, that tenders be invited for
the construction of the huge new Eildon
weir. Probably, the new Minister of
Water Supply will stick out his chest and
say that his Government has received
ei:ght .or nine tenders for the work. It
will be found that other works can be
undertaken by contract.
Earlier I said that I had followed former Ministers around Victoria, and that
they had promised that certain works
would be undertaken. The Leader of th,e
Country party, when the Minister, said
that the Nillahcootie project would be investiganed, and he gave the deputation
which waited on him reason to believe
that the scheme would be implemented.
The facts are that he should have
said Ithat there would be a delay
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of' 25 years before the work could
be started.
I received a deputation at which requests previously
made were repeated.
The present
Gov:ernment did not accept the policy of
defeatism, and it decided that tenders
should be caUed from contractors outside
Victoria to do the work. Now the honorable member for Benalla can say that
'the 'estimated time by which the Nillahcootie project will be undertaken has
been reduced by eleven years.
I suggest that projects such as Cobbledick's ford, the ,Eppalock weir, and other
works,' could also be undertaken by contract. That wBI be possible as a result
of the pioneering efforts of the present
Government in enticing big contracting
firms to tender for these works. For
that reason, I will anxiously watch the
policy that will be adopted in futuI1e, because the poliCies of the Country and
the Labour parti1es are diametricaHy opposed. One of those parties takes the
view that all work should be done within
the ambit of the State's resources. The
other has consistently advocated the
utHizaUon of private enterprise in an endeavour to have the work done expeditiously. I fail to see how those two
policies can be reconciled.
Practically the only interjection made
by Country party members this afternoon
was that it is not words that count, but
actions. If their political actions are. indicative of what they as a Government
will do, they will keep everybody guessing. The Leader of the Country party
said that he would not at any timle cooperate with the Socialist party. I have
never seen a more miserable lot of winners. As a rule, a winner smiles, but the
Country party mlembers know that what
they are doing is so despicable that there
is nothing to smile about.
Mr. CAIN.-Do you think it is despicable for Parliament to decide that a
minority party cannot govern?
!Mr. BOLTrE.-The Leader of the
Labour party should let the prospective
Government speak for itself.
The
Country party is using the Labour party
the whole way, but the Labour party
fails to reali~e that fact.
Mr. Moss.-Tell us about the Snowy
river scheme.
Session 1950.--[4]

1950.]

'in Ministers.

97

Mr. BOLT.E.-I could teH the honorable member about that and aU other
schemes with which I have had anything to do. I have spent more time in
the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission that did the pI1evious Minister.
The Commission has a tremendous job to
do and I shall watch with interest its
future work and the way in which the
new Government assists it. The Leader
of the Country party has had Ministerial
experience, and he knows the problems
of the State Rivers and Water Supply
Commission. I say to his credit that he
has consistently endeavoured to have the
staff of the Commission removed from
control by the Public Service Board.
That is another matter on which I should
like to know how he will reconcile his
policy with that of the Labour party,
because the policies of the two parties
are opposed to each other.
Mr. CAIN.-The policy of doing good
for the State cannot be opposed by
anybody.
Mr. BOLTE.-The policy as declared
by the Country party is not identical
with that of the Labour party. As the
Leader of the Country party has just
returned to the Chamber, I ask him to
pay particular attention to my remarks.
In 1947, I became a member of this
House. I thank the Leader of the
Country party for what he did in helping to bring about the election which
resulted in the displacement of the Cain
Government. But the Cain Administra~
tion did not fall because of its own work.
It was sacrificed on the political altar
on account of the action of the Federal
Labour Government. At that time, the
Leader of the Country party used the
argument that the Federal Government
was prepared to do something for which
it had no mandate from the people, and
concerning which it had not previously
given any inkling to the electors. The
decision of the people was endorsement
of the action of the Leaders of the
Liberal and the Country parties and of
members of another place. and the outcome of that decisjon was that a new
Government took office.
Now, the Leader of the Country party
is doing exactly the same as was done
by the Federal Prime Minister, whose
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Government endeavoured to implement
the banking legislation. The Leader of
the Country party told the electors that
he would not co-operate with the Socialist
party, as the policies of his and that.
party were poles apart. I have consistently stood up for the Country party,
firmly accepting that blind faith that
is gained when another party's policy is
found to be akin to the principles in
which one believes. I have stood up for
it 'On the public platform but I now feel
that lowe an apology to thousands of
electors because immediately members
of the Country party had the opportunity
to get into power ·at any price they seized
it. A'gain I suggest that the ,people will
keep guessing as to what the Country
party wiU really do.
I was warned eighteen or nineteen
months ago when the Country party
went into Opposition that the writing
was on the wall, and that when
the opportunity occurred and the
deck was clear, an attempt would
be made to reach office. I ridiculed
the idea, and until to-day I could
not beJ:ieve that a party which had
so strongly opposed Socialism could d')
the thing it now proposes to do. It cannot be done honest'ly. The electors who
voted 'for members of the Country party
thought they were electing represen tatives who wouid not co-operate with
SaciaUsts.
The Deputy Leader of the Labour
party made a ch'ar,ge relating to soldier
settlement, and said that the Government ,was not prepared to give facts and
fi·gures. I a.m now going to give some
facts and figures. In November, 1947,
398,405 acres, and in June, 1950, 719,394
a'cres of land had been acquired. The
land made avaHable for soldier settlement under the general scheme was
144,715 acres subdivided into 386 holdings by November, 1947, and 562,076
acres subdivided into 1,294 holdings
by June, 19'50.
Single-unit farms
allotted under the .general scheme were
304 ,in November, 1947, and 1,234 in
June, 1950.
Single unit farm loans
approved at those two dates were 771
loans totalling £2,498,450 and 1,825 loans
totalling £6,315,000. Housing contracts
in 1947 were 230 accepted and three
completed; and in 1950 1,040 accepted
and 509 completed.
Mr. Bolte.
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r have to tnank the honorable member
for Bendigo for making some specific
charges.
Unless the' Government is
charged with sins of com,mission we
have no opportunity to tell the House
the facts.
He aHeged that soldier
settlers had not been advised, and were
never likely tQ be advised, of their
liabilities. I should Hke to put his mind
at rest.
Recently advice was sent to
some settlers, and in the near future all
of them, as should be so, will be advised
olf the liability they are accepting in
taking up a soldier settlement farm.
Mr.
IMcDoNALD
,(Shepparton).When was that decision made by the
Government?
Mr. BOLTE.-I am not the Minister
concerned and I am sorry I cannot inform the honorable member.
,McDONALD
(Shepparton).Mr.
Has the CommonweaUh Government
agreed to the valuation, which means,
has it agreed to the amount of dcl>t
which the returned soldier wHI have to
accept in the future?
Mr. BOLTE.-I believe that the Commonwealth Government has not come to
an arrangement, Ibut the St'ate Government is acting off its own bat. Instead
of accepting defeatism we are getting
on with the job. We say to those concerned, "It is not a questiono'f telling
us how you cannot do it. Tell us how
you can dQ it." I can 'assure honorable
members that the Victorian figure for
soldier settlement is larger than the
figure for the rest af Australia. It was
left to the honorable member for
Bendigo to raise the question of increased water ohaI'ges.
Mr. GALVIN.-I did not object.
Mr. BOLTE.-As a Government, we
accept responsibility. As a matter of
fact, even if the honorable member had
not raised the question I intended to
mention it.
Mr. GALVIN.-Why did you not mention it last session? Why did you wait
until P.arliament was 'in recess?
Mr. BOLTE.~We do not squib.Members of the Opposition have the opportunity to raise any question they please,
but, although the House has been debating a no-confidence motion all day, we
have had only a seven-minute speech
from the Leader af the Country party
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and a brief speech from the honorable 4s. 8d. an hour, an increase of ·149 per
member for Gippsland South, who said, cent. At this stage I wish to deal only
in effect, "]f you ever have the oppor- with the gravitation areas, because I
tunHy to enter a Government, grasp it. believe a much better case can be stated
It does not matter how or why you do for the areas served by the pumping
it. There are plums there. Get there, stations. At the time 1abour was 1s. 10id
boy." That is a summary of the whole an hour, the water charge was 6s. and in
of his speech.
some cases 7s. an acre-foot. To-day,
As to water charges, the Water when the cost of labour is 4s. 8d. an
Act states that water districts as hour, the water charge is lOs. an acreconstituted are responsible for the main .. foot.
It will be agreed that comparatively
tenance and the admin'istration of their
districts, and for the water charges. high prices ruled in 1921, but I shall
The Water Act still provides that local give the increases since that year. The
districts are responsible for headworks, price of butter-fat has increased by 74
but it has been accepted by a'll Govern.; per cent., wool by 300 per cent., meat by
ments in recent times that headworks 70 per cent., dairy produce by 70 per
should be 'capitalized and their cost cent., pears by 62 per cent., bread by
written off. As a result, the general 63 per cent., and the value of land has
taxpayer is now paying interest on increased by at least 150 per cent.
£15,000,000 worth of headworks. The
Mr. GALVIN.-The valuations have
Leader ·af the Count·ry party in a speech gone up in many instances also.
which he made in 1944 said, "None of
Mr. BOLTE.-That is so. In relation
this will be charged against the irrigator, who will, however, be required to to the prices of other commodities and
services water is ridiculously cheap at
meet the cost of maintenance."
lOs. an acre-foot. The Leader of the
Two former Ministers of Water Supply Country party is an irrigator engaged
are sitting :together on the Opposition in the production of fruit which is proside, 'and they can corroborate me when cessed at a cannery. The cost of water
I say that nine out O'f ten deputations to produce one case of canned fruit is
which wait· on Ministers of Water equivalent to the cost of the nails in the
Supply ask only for better maintenance case, yet it is suggested that the price
of channels and a more efficient system. of water at lOs. an acre-foot is exorbitant
Unless irrigators are prepared to pay and that the Liberal and Country party
for the maintenance of their districts has done something that has militated
they cannot expect to have an efficient against the primary producer.
water supply.
The State Rivers and
I know that the Leader of the OpposiWater Supply Commission, in' effect, is
tion
would agree that the price of water
the manager for the irrigators, and has
the obligation of providing an' efficient should be cheaper, because he believes
supply.
Again the Government, and in Socialism, and that every industry
eventually Parliament, are the managers should accept something from the
for the .people, and it is .for them to see Government and acknowledge that the
that, first df all, the irrigator pays a Government should control it. I have
fair price for the water, and that all suggested to irrigators that they should
the debt is not consistent·ly written off. pay their way while they are able to
I have in effect agreed that the accumu- do so, and they can at the moment.
lated war-time deficit of approximately However, if the economic position be£360,000 should be written off. However, came such that it would not be easy for
I do not agree that the water charges them to carryon, the water charges
in the gravitation areas should be re- should be reduced, because it is in the
duced, because they were last fixed in interests of the community and of this
1921 when the cost of labour and the great country that our production should
prices of commodities were very different not waver.
from those operating to-day. In 1921
I freely. admit that the pumping
the cost of unskilled labour in the area stations and the dried fruit areas have
was 1s. 10ld. an hour; to-day it is a much more difficult problem because
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of the enormous increase in fuel costs.
In my opinion those costs 'are beyond :the
bounds 'Of being econ'Omic. Howev.er,
I suggest to the honorable member
for Rainbow that the First Mildura
Irrigation Trust, which has efficiently
conducted its own affairs and has done
a magnificent job, is' charging more
for water than is the State Rivers
and Water Supply CommisS'ion. Again,
I qualify that statement by saying
that its deficit must be written
off. If I had been in the position I
should have agreed to writing down some
portion of the fuel costs, but probably
another Minister will have that pleasure.
I say that not because of the position
in which I am pl'aced to-day, but because
I believe that is a fair way to approach
the problem.
I wish t,o mention another problem
that this Government has tackled and
solved. Like everything else soH conservation had been talked about and
thought about. I was going to charge
the honorable member for Bendigo, who
has now l:eft the Chamber, with evading
his respon'sibility in that directioOn when
he was a Minister. He initiated legislation to set up an effective Authority
to deal with this problem. He was two
years in office but he did not have time
to g.et the legislation passed, and the
AuthoOrity appointed. Two moOnths after
r became Minister for Soil ConservatioOn
I was asked why I did not get on with
the job. The Government had considerably less time than two years, but there
has been set up in Victoria a SoOil Con~
servation Authority which will tackle
one of Victoria's major problems.
I charge the Country party to pursue
effectively this vigorous policy of soil
conservation should it attain the
Governmen t benches. It is weH known
that in the past the Country party as
such would not have a bar of soil conserva tion. In fact, certain of its leaders
at different times stated that there was
no soil erosion in Victoria. I have an
almost fanatical outlooOk on this subject
and I shall he watching anxiously to sep
that the Country party gets on with this
job ·and in no way frustrates the
Authority. I charge the co-operators of
the Country party .to see that the
Mr. Bolte.
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Country party gets on with the job, because I know that on the slightest excusp
soil conservation win be dropped by the
wayside.
I am perturbed that a party can go to
the people on one platform and finish up
in this House on another. If that is the
state of Victorian politics I am afraid
we have :gone down a long way. I emphatically subscribe to the remarks of
the Attorney-General who said that
wherever the Labour party sits in the
House the Liberal and Country party
will be on the other side. I challenge
the Country party, which says it is opposed to Socialism and Communism, to
do the same .thing. If it S'hould be necessary for the Leader of the Country
party, as Premier, to bring doOwn legislation either to implement or tighten up
the Federal Governm:ent's Communist
Act I trust ,that he will not let the people
down, that he will not be dictated to by
his Labour friends, but that he will
draft a Bill and do those things that
. over ,the years he has said he was going
to do.
Mr~ BARRY (Carlton).-In my long
life in this Parliament i1 have never seen
such a spectacle as we are witnessing
to-day. This Parliament has been called
together to discuss the affairs of Victoria. but to-day we are being asked to
determine the question of who shall be
the future Government of this State.
There was an Assembly election in May
last; there was one two years before
that when the Government of the day,
of which I was proud to be a member,
was defeated. The Liberal party was
returned with an increased number of.
members and we took ,our seats on the
Opposition side. We were disappointed,
but felt that the people had spoken and
had given the Liberal party a big
majority. It was then expected that the
government of the State would be safe
for the next three years. I have nothing
personal against the Premier; he has
done as well as he could expect with
the impossible crew he has had to handle.
Had he been supported by 'a decent crew
the ship of State would have sailed on
serenely.
During the life of the Hallway Government there were repeated changes in
Cabinet, with continual jockeying for
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position. We saw members elected to
support the Government rising in their
seats to say that it was a Government
which did not deserve the trust of the
people.
Those statements were made
by our opponents and they accused individual members of the Ministry, and
the Government collectively, of dishonesty. The whole story is that there
were not enough worms in the tin to go
around.
Since then we have had another State
election, but it seems remarkable that at
the present time throughout Australia,
even in States that had been well
governed by the Labour party for many
years, a state of uncertainty has been
disclosed after recent elections. After
the Victorian election, no one knew
which party was going to govern; every
one was hopeful, but nobody knew. The
Liberal and Country party endeavoured
to make peace with the Country party.
All kinds of stories circulated 'about how
many portfolios would be allotted to the
Country party in a composite Government. Some members said that they had
been so insulted that they would not take
a place in the Government, while others
hoped that the Country party would not
come in because they wanted a portfolio for themselves.
Even the Speaker in the last Parliament vacated his high position saying,
.. I do not know which to take, the
Speakership or a portfolio in the Government." Finally, he tossed 'a coin and decided to accept a portfolio. As one member pointed out earlier to-day, the former
Speaker, who is now Minister of Mines,
is a bad omen for any Government. He
has been a Minister in three Governments, but in all he has not retained
office for a month. That is the Minister
who to-night referred to the Labour
party as friends of the Communists and
Socialists.
In conjunction with our present
Speaker, the Minister of Mines was
looked upon previously as a "rat" on
the Liberal party; he has been
referred to as one of the worms that
got out of the tin. I well remember when the Macfarlan Government
occupied the Treasury bench how the
present Minister of Mines walked across
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to the Labour party and said, "Boys,
give us Supply, we want to carryon,"
and how we voted to give that Government Supply.
Why are we now being accused ?
Everyone knows the political stand of
the Labour party. It has never hidden
its opinions and has never failed to tell
the people where it stood on any issue.
The name of our party has always remained the same; we have lived the lives
of Labour men and have never changed.
On the ·occasions when the Labour party
has governed in Victoria, it has been only
because others have sat behind us and
we never cared whether they voted for
or against us.
As Labour men, we owe a responsibility to the people of the State. What
are our duties as members of Parliament? Independently of our political
views, we owe a duty to the community
'to see that stable government is made
possible in Victoria. If we feel that it
can be provided by any section of members, then, in the circumstances, it is
our duty to give the necessary support
for that purpose. How could we support members of the Liberal and
Country party, who have proclaimed that
no matter what the LaboUI' party did,
or where it sat in the House, their party
would 'always be sitting on the opposite
side. Some members of that party have
already said to us, "We would have
treated you better than the Country
party has done; why did you not come
to see us and talk with us about it?"
Mr. DODG~HuN.-Have they been to
see you?
Mr. BARRY.-They have said to me,
"IWhy did you not speak to us? We
would have given you more than you
will get from those fellows." But in this
House, for the purposes of public show,
they now say, "Wherever the Labour
party sits in the House, we will sit on
the opposite side." That is the story
they have always told, except during the
war. The Liberals were not anxious to
"kick out" Mr. Curtin when he was
Prime Minister during the war and dicl
not have a majority. They did not submit a motion of want of confidence in
the Federal Labour Government at that
time, but were anxious to sit behind it,
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to hide in the pocket of the Prime
Minister 'and feel safe. I did not think
the occasion would ever arise in this
House when one party would say to
another, " So horrible are you that whereever you sit in the House we are
determined always to sit opposite you."
Surely this State possesses a better type
of manhood than that?
Admittedly members of this Hous'e
sometimes have differences of opinion,
but, while the Liberal and Country party
stated that it did not mind what the
Labour party did, it deliberately conspired to ceme into. the Chamber te-day
and refer to. the Labeur party in the .
werst pessible terms in an endeaveur to.
frighten the celleagues of the Labeur
party and their supperters into. the beUef
that they had jeined a band ef unfit mem
I remind the Gevernment, hewever, that
the Labeur party under its present
Leader ran the affairs ef this State fer
mere than two. years. During that time,
never was there cast a shadew of doubt
about the work of that Administration.
I admire the Premier for the way in
which he defended his Government. One
admires a sport a't any time. He smiled
as he walked eut .of the Chamber but
his followers have sat here cringing and
crawling to the Ceuntry party to return
to the Government side of the House . .
They weuld be taken back at any cost,
but they cannot be tempted. Yesterday
when the Leader of the Country party
gave notice of his want-ef-confidence
motion the Government asked to be
allewed to carryon until Tuesday next,
but when that request was not agreed
to, another was made that the House
should not m'eet until this afternoon.
Apparently members of the Government
will now talk all night in the hepe of
being able to say, if the present sitting
continues after midnight, that they have
been in effice for another day. The
honorable member' fer Barwon Will have
been a member of the shortest lived·
Ministry that ever existed. When earUer
he was reading particulars of the
pelicies of the three parties, I asked him
to quote any references in the policy of
his party to Communism. In an indirect
way he tried t6 convey the impression
that the Labour party was not so much
a Socialist .party as a Communist party.
Mr. Barry.
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Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I never suggested that; it is not true, anyway.
Mr. BARRY.-I think the honorable
gentleman would be capable of wiping
the cross off an ass's back. He kept on
referring to the Communist party and
when I asked him to quote the policy of
tbe Liberal and Ceuntry party in relation
to Communism he read something that
was not in the pelicy at all. The Labour
party is the only one in this State which
excludes Cemmunists from membership.
The Attorney-General and the honorable
member fer Dandenong have made
reference to the attitude of certain industrialists in relation to the allegation
tha t the Labour party seld 'Out its
industrial section. Let me tell those
honerable members that te-night the
Melbourne Trades Hall Council did not
act as they anticipated. The Trades Hall
Ceuncil carried no resolution cendemning the political wing 'Of the Labour
party for the part it has played. Those
members who. anticipated such a I'I€Solution will be disappointed when they read
to-merrow merning of the decisions that
were made. The workers of this State
knew the reason underlying the actiQn
taken by the Labour party; that actien
was not taken because of any desire to
suppert the Country party, nor was it
taken with the particular Qbjl€Ct of defeating the Liberal and Country party.
It was taken because the Labour party
desired to give results to those whom it
represented. The honorable member fer
Camberwell inquired in his speech
to-day the reason why the Labeur party
desired to re.meve the Libera!! and
Ceuntry party frem effice. The reason
is that the Dabour party considers the
present Administration has misgoverned
Victoda for the last couple -af years.
The Gevernment includes men who
could govern this State.
AU of its
members a're not incompetent; some
would be very competent if only they
were aHowed to. be, but, because of
personal squabbles and d'isa'greements,
the Government has failed. In par'ticulaT, the Government has failed in relation to the great problem of the health
of the c.om,munity. Not only has it been
a failure, but it has been dishonest. To
ene speaker in the House this afternoen I said, " Tell me of one hospital you
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have built in this State while you have
been a Government and I wi'll forever
be sHent." The ansWer is that no hospit:als have been built. During the last
couple of months, however, the Minister
of Health has toured the State telling
electors af the permHs he has given for
building work on hospivals. The Minister of Housing has stated that in reality
there are no such penni ts. The statements made by the Minister of Health
are definitely untrue. In those circumstances, it is not unjust for me to contend that such a Minister should be
removed f.rom office.
Many more hospitals would have been
functioning to-day if all the building
permits granted by the Labour Government had been honoured, whereas many
of them were cancelled by the Liberal
Government. The honorablle member for
Box Hill knows that I issued a permit
for the Box Hill hospita'l, the building
of which was held up for some twelve
months, and then it was proceeded with
again. That institution should be functioning to-day. Soon after the late Sir
Albert Dunstan became !Minister of
Health in the composite Government, he
convened a conference of people interested in caring for the aged members
of the community. The meeting was attended by representatives of churches
and other organizations, and I was
present. Where has this Government
made facilities available for the
thousands of old people who are seeking
accommodation? It has been recreant
to its trust in not trying to solve one of
the greatest problems facing the community.
When the Govern men t took over from
the Labour Administration there were
more beds available for tuberculosis
sufferers than theI'le were patients. The
Cain Government built a sanatorium
with 144 beds at Greenvale, and another
with 72 beds at Heatherton. In addition,
seven chalets were erected in country
areas to care for tuberculosis cases. We
initiated public X-ray, examinations, and
introduced B.C.G. vaccine. A pamphlet
put out during the last election campaign claimed tha t the Liberal and
Country party Government had done so,
but that was not true.
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On the 25th of March last, I was asked
to attend the opening of the Greenvale
sanatorium. Some of my colleagues
accompanied me, and we inspected the
building. I have with me a copy of a
manifesto which I issued on the 8th of
November, 1947, and in the Age of the
27th of March last appeared a photograph of the Greenvale building; it was
the same as that which appeared in the
manifesto that I had issued two years
previously. The building was erected
under the auspices of the Labour
Government.
The Heatherton and
Greenvale sanatoriums have not been
opened as yet, although at the latter institution an official opening day was
held, when the Minister of Hea'lth spoke
of matters about which he knew nothing.
A hospital was opened at Fairfileld but
the only equipment put into that building by the .present Gover.:pment was the
iron rail on the staircase. How can we
be expected to have confidence .in a
Government that practises fraud of that
type? For a considerable period it did
nothing to assist sick people, and then it
opened a building in which it did not
place an extra bed. There are 382 vacant
beds, yet 320 tuberculosis sufferers are
awaiting admittance to i!lstitutions.
Members will recall that the Children's
Hospital was condemned some years ago
.because it did not meet modern requirements. The Labour Government made
avaHahle to the committee of management the area of land which it had been
trying to obtain for more than twenty
years, bu t a new hospital has not been
built. In fact, the foundations have not
been laid, although the Government
has been in power for more than two
years. There is no place in Melbourne
where a sufferer from cancer can be
treated. The Labour Government established a cancer institute at the QUE~pn
Victoria Hospital, when it was transferred to its new location in the buildings
of the old Melbourne hospital in Lonsdale-street.
. Mr. CAIN.-That transfer was opposed
by the present Premier.
Mr. BARRY.-Yes. He moved for the
adjournment O'f the House to discuss the
proposat Since that time more than
6,000 young Australians have been born
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in that hospital.
Why does not the
Governmen t admi t th'a t i t has done
nothing to assist people affikted with
cancer? On that ground also it stands
condemned.
Its attitude towards the
sick has been too casual, and it has not
made additional beds available 'for
expectant mothers. Women are being
dischaI'tged from the Women's Hospital
four days after confinement. Accommodation has not been .pr.ovided to
enable them to peniorm' the greatest
service they can render the State. I do
not wonder at members O'f the Government looking dejected and miserable
while I am discussing their disgraceful
perfor.mance.
When I was Minister of Health I was
criticized for my efforts to assist the
mentally HI. Aliter this Government had
been in office f.or six .months, it evicted
200 fa'milies from Larundel; to-day,
ahout ten persons are occupying that
buHding. What h'as Ibeen done to assist
mental institutions? The Government
received a report 'from an imported expert who 'condemned the eff.orts of the
Director df Mental Hygiene. I agree
wi th the a tti.tude of the Government on
th1at matter because I do .not think ,the
investigator !knew what he was talking
about; he had not ,worked in a mental
institution. The Director has since been
r.eappointed for a further term.
I should like to know what has been
done for sufferers from tuberculosis and
for other patients in the institutions for
diabetics. Has the bedding accommodation in those institutions been increased,
tOr have any reforms been effected? In
the Governor's Speech .one may read
what the Government proposes to do.
When' the Government was preparing the
Speech to be delivered by His Excellency,
it knew it would not be remaining in
office much longer.
I do not want to
know what the Government is preparing
to do, but what it has actuaHy accomplished. Because they have done nothing,
I declare members of the Government
to be guilty men who should be removed
from the Treasury bench so that another
Ministry might be given an opportunity
to legislate.
I consider that it is unfair for the
Labour party to be asked to sit behind
a smaller party, but the duty of the
Mr. Barry.
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Leader and other members of the
Labour party is first to the State to see
that stable government is provided. On
account of its poor performance during
the last two and a half years, the
Government should be removed from
office, so that another Administration
can be given the responsibility of governing. Members of the present Government should not be allowed to retain
office merely for the purpose of holding
a job. All day they have sat looking as
glum as the little boy who was dragged
screaming from the tart shop.
I listened with interest to the honorable member for Dandenong, also to the
maiden speech of the honorable member
for Grant, for whom I predict a short
parliam'entary career. If he wishes to
remain in Parliament for any length of
time, he should alter his attitude
drastically. I have not been to the
places which the honorable member has
seen, nor have I held a seat in the
Commonwealth Parliament or been an
employee of the Country party, but I
advise him that, unless he adopts a
more tolerant attitude, he will lose his
present job more quickly than he did
his previous posts.
Mr. FRASER.-Your remarks apply to
yourself.
Mr. BARRY.-I have been in this
Parliament a long time, and it is the
duty of the older men to advise the
younger ones. A short time ago the
honorable member for Swan Hill, who
is an Honorary Minister, interjected,
and I wish to direct a word or
two to him. I observed that when the
Minister for Housing was temporarily
absent from the State the honorable
member for Swan Hill who was Assistant Minister acted like a young colt
which runs wild on the tracks and skips
the .gutters. I predicted that when" the
boss of industry" returned, .something
would happen to the honorable member,
who in the absence of the Minister had
taken it upon himself to act independently, and my anticipation was correct.
The honorable member for Swan Hill
said that he would walk out of the
Cabinet if the Minister interfered with
his work. So one day I stood outside
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the raam expecting to. see the han arable
member thrawn aut in pieces.
He
eventually emerged an the arm af anather fellaw. Speaking seriausly, hawever, the hanarable member visited the
emergency accammadatian camp at
Rayal Park and inspected the hausing
canditians there.
During the electians, the Premier
said, in reply to. a statement which I
made regarding housing, that I did nat
knaw what I was talking abaut. lf 20
per cent. af the hauses erected by the
Hausing Cammissian were being allacated to. the families accammadated in
the temporary establishments, one would
have thaught that the Premier wauld
have knawn that that was being dane.
lf it were stated that 64 dwellings had
been allatted to. persans living in temparary establishments, it would appear that
the Cammission had built 320 hauses in
the year. But when I heard what the
Minister af Hausing said, I was canvinced that the Premier did nat knaw
what he was talking abaut. I cammunicated with the State Accammadatian Office and asked if accammadatian
cauld be provided far a family which
was to. be evicted ta-day. I learned an
inquiry that this manth 146 evictians
had taken place in the metrapalitan
area. I also. ascertained that last Week
the Hausing Cammissian had built
twelve hauses, five af which were
allacated to. persans who. had been living
in temparary accammadatian. Hawever,
as I have already said, there have been
146 evictians so. far this manth and the
displaced persans have nat been pravided with alternative accammada.tion.
When the present Gavernment taak
affice, there were mare em'ergency hausing establishments than there are ta-day.
No. pravisian is being made far the
families who. are being evicted.
lf the farmer members far Hawtharn
and Oakleigh were here, they would
suppart me in my criticism af the
Gavernment for its failure to. pravide
living accammadatian in deserving cases.
Thase twa members last their seats in
Parliament because they attacked the
Gavernment an what was happening in
relatian to. hausing.
I ask seriausly:
Haw cauld anyone expect that I, who.
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represent pea pIe in an industrial cammunity, many af wham are threatened
with evictian fram their houses, shauld
nat take the view I da? Haw could they
justly criticize me for feeling far thase
famiUes who are threatened in this way
-as it is my duty to. feel far them-and.
far wanting to. remave the Gavernment
which has talked a lat but dane nathing .
to. i,mprave the hausing pasitian?
oJ do. nat wish to. delay the Hause, but
it is my duty to. express my views. When
I laak at the 'Minister af Educatian I
feel that he has dane as well las any
Minister cauld have dane in .the Educatian Department. I feel sarry 'far .the
stand I am abaut to take regarding him.
When I see the " Minister aif Firewaad "
laoking at the waH and wandering haw
lie win 'get home, I think af the mess he·
has made af eggs, firewaad, and onians.
The Gavernar's Speech tells me how
much will be spent an farests, ibut can
the Minister tell me alf a single tree that
has been planted in the last twelve
manths?
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-Why do.
yau want to. knaw?
,Mr. BARRY.-Because I want a tree
far Father Christmas! I am a member
af Parlia-ment, so. why do. I want to.
knaw? Surely the Gavernment would
nat plant a far est because it wanted
timber! The farmer Chief Secretary an
ane occasian said that the Gavernment
was gaing to. mave 'femare prisaners
from Pentridge, and he ·added, "I have
baught Fairhaven and the wamen are
gaing into. it." No. wander the Gavernment faund a new partfalia [or him. He
ta,lked tao. much. The Premier also. is
giv-en to. talking tao. much, althaugh the
peaple are used to. him and adapt the
hahit af taking no natice af him, but the
Chief Secretary who. said the wrang
thing once was ,given ·anather jab in
the Cabinet. As to. the ex-Speaker; who
is now ,in the Gavernment, tf he had had
his way I wauld nat have been here [ar
five minutes, and if I had had my way
he wauld nat have been in the Chair far
a ,minute and a half.
The hanarable member far Glen Iris
has become remarkably silent. He has
a gald railway pass for life, which he has
nat dane any.thing to. earn, but he has
dane the -mast indecent ,thing passible in
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buHding up a Ministry which imposes on
the people a burden that no other
Government, paTti(!ularly one on its way
out of office, would attempt to ,load on
them. These are Ministers who, some
one has suggested, it would be unfair to
remove. I should have liked in this
debate to follow the honorable member
for Toorak, but he has made up his mind
that we are not to hear to-day the
learned speech he intended to deliver.
Last week he was talked about as the
possible new Bremier. To Imy friend
the Minister of Water Supply, I say,
" Everything good must ,come to an end.
You have had the 'lollies; how about
going out decently and ,making way for
somebody else to do some work?"
The sitting was suspended at 11.55
p.m. until 12.43 a.m. (Friday).

Mr. NORMAN (Honorary Minister).
-1 rise in this place in the House with

some realization of the honour that has
been done me in being abl,e to occupy a
position which in the past has been
fiHed by very grea t figures in this
Parliament. I say .that particularly because of a ,gibe from an ex-Minister,
who apparently thought the attaining of
some recognition here must immediately
be the cause of suspicion. He said that
when the Premier did another Minister
and myself the honour of appointing us
to his 'Ministry he was awa~e that his
Government had a very short life left.
I suggest that that remark from an influential member of the Labour party
indicates that at that time he was aware
that the fate of this Government was
sealed.
Without elaborating the point I wish
to say that any Minister in this or in
any other Parliament must take the
appointment knowing that his tenure of
the particular office will be insecure. In
the circumstances of the inst~bility of
this Parliament as it is, and with any
combination of parties as it must be, it
iH behoves those who a~e preparing to
take office next week to make any suggestions about the short life of a
Ministry. I would be the last to suggest that members of the Country party
who are preparing to take office in a new
Government during the next few days
believe that their term of office will either
be short or long. They do not know,
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but they are prepared to accept appointment if it is offered, knowing that always such an appointment is on the
insecure basis on which this Parliament
is at present resting.
I do appreciate the honour of being
able to speak from this position, which
is new to me. I realize that it may
be the last time 1 shall speak from
this place for a time. The speech immediately preceding mine, delivered
from the table of the House by the honorable member for Carlton, who is an
ex-Minister of the Crown, showed
little regard to the tremendous seriousness and earnestness with which members should be addressing themselves
to the present motion, which is to determine the future Government of this
State for some period.. We have heard
from one member an estimate that it
may last for eight and a half years, as
did a previous Country party Government. It may last for eight and a half
days. I do not know.
The future of the welfare of the people
of ,this State-and surely that is what
we are sent here to preserve-is at
stake, yet immediately before I rose to
speak we heard the Tivoli artist from
Carlton-a buffoon and a showmanmake a jocular speech, during which he
played to the gaHery with massive jokes,
as he intended them to be, while
2,000,000 people in this State wait to
learn what will happen in this Parliamen t in which their future will be
decided. Surely every member who carries out his purpose in being sent to this
Parliament, whatever political beliefs he
may have, must beHeve that he is here
to achieve as far as he is able the welfare of the interests of the people of
Victoria.
I am disappointed and disgusted at
what has happened politically in Victoria during the last few weeks, but I am
more than ever disgusted at the contribution of the honorable member for
Carlton to-night, particularly in view of
the fact that he has been a Minister of
the Crown and should know the seriousness of the present motion, the most
serious type of motion which can be debated in Parliamen.t. It should not be
necessary for me, a junior member of
this House and and a newly appointed
Minister, to say that we should treat this
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motion with tremendous earnestness. I did mention health matters, which
say without any hesitation whatever that another Government supporter will deal
it has been debated from this side of the with effectively.
House, and by some speakers on the
On the most vital social problem of
Opposition side with very great earnest- our day, the shortage of houses, the
honorable member for Carlton said
ness and seriousness.
Before I proceed further I must deal almost nothing. I should have thought
with, I believe, the only serious state- that housing would have been the one
ment made by the honorable member for subject above all others which the OpCarlton during the course of his address. position would have attempted to prove
the Government was incapable of
It was a very deliberat'e, malicious and
unpleasant slur on the party to which I handling. It is something that affects
have the honour to belong. His state- the proper decent home life of the commentcan be checked in Hansard, but I munity' the most sacred basis upon
think I can repeat his exact words. He which British communities are resting.
said that when the war was on in 'earnest Despite :the buffoonery and consistent
the Liberal party at Canberra was pre- interjecting to which I am being subpared to hide away' from the enemy in jected by Opposition members, I hope l
the pockets of Mr. Curtin, who was shall prove that the Government is dePrime Minister, and tha t should the serving of the confidence of the people
same thing occur in the future the party for the way in which it has handled that
on this side of the House would do the vital problem. It is a tribute Ito the
Minister of Housing that no attack has
same again.
been made on the Government on that
All I wish to say to the honorable question. Surely the Minister of Hous, member for Carlton is that I proudly be- ing in the Cain Government for two
lieve that should this country ever be years should have been the panty spokesfaced with a war and its defence made man on that subject.
Instead, the
necessary, the members of the Liberal honorable member for Carlton in his
and Country party will play the noble opening remarks said 'that some of ·the
part that they have played in all great Ministers in the Hollway Government
wars. This" returned soldier from no- are most competent.
I believe the
where" has the audacity and effrontery Gover.nment has in charge of the housing
to speak in such terms about the party problem one of the most capable Ministo which I belong. I think his remarks ters thart this State has ever known.
may well ,cost his party another four After the want of confidence was moved
seats at the next election. His Leader, and an attempt was made to prove that
who is not in the Chamber at the the Government did not possess the conmoment, immediately after the 1947 fidence of Ithe people, the propounders of
Sta te elections, admLtted to me, and to the motion did not present one word
many other members of the Liberal and against that Minister, or the policy of
Country party, that a similar remark by the Government of which he was ~
the honorable member for Carlton about member.
a very gallant soldier, who is an exMr. GALvIN.-There was some menmember of this House, cost his party tion .)f " Moondah."
four seats. I believe the statement made
Mr. NORMAN.-That subject was
by the honorable member for CarLton skated over very quickly. l:'lo allegations,
to-night is another step along the road only hints were made, and the honorable
he is following.
member for Bendigo is aware that iot: was
I expected the honorable member to the honorable member for Carlton who
present a case against the Government first issued a permit for that work.
on subjects in which he is supposed to
Mr. BARRY (Carlton) .-Mr. Speaker,
be well versed. He was Minister of I think that statement is offensive, beHealth, Minister of Housing, and Minis- cause it is untrue. It is claimed that I
ter of Forests in the Cain Government; issued a permit for work Ito be underhe held three portfolios, each of which taken on the Moondah Hotel. There was
warrant'ed the appointment of, a full· no hotel and no licence issued to that
time Minister. The honorable member place when the permit was given.
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The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-I accept the honorable

member's statement
explanation.

as

a

personal

Mr. NORMAN.-I did not say that ,the
honorable member issued a permit for
work on the Moondah Hotel; I used :the
word "Moondah" and did not say
whether it was a house, a guest house, or
an hotel. It is on1y necessary f'Or me
to answer definite accusations made and
to ignore slurring h'ints uttered in the
hope that ,the people wi'll take from those
hints unpleasant insinuations.
I shall
'Outline some of the activities of the Hollway Government on housing. The only
mention of the subject by the :former
Labour 'Minister of Housing was in connecti'On with emergency camps. He complained bitterly that there are fewer
people in emergency accommodation
camps to-day th'an there were when his
Government was in office.
Mr. BARRY.-I said that there were
fewer people being housed 'in those
camps. Families are being turned out
in the sbreet.
l~r. NORMAN.-Should the Governmen t be ashamed of the Ifact that to-day
there are 'fewer people living in
emergency accommodati'On camps and
more in perm'anent accommodation? In
the two and a half years that the Hollway Government has been in office not
one evicted famHy has remained on the
street.

Mr. BARRY.-That is rubbish.
Mr. NORMAN.-Jf the honorable'
·member "for Cadton had been aware of
one solitary case he would have m~de a
song about it in this House such as had
never been heard before. He would have
brought out the most miserable detaHs
if one family had been left on the street
by this Government. Li1ke many other
statements that are being bandied about,
to the dismay of new members, he cannot support by evidence any of the
charges laid. It is a fact that there are
fewer people in those camps to-day than
. when the Cain Government was in office.
Our Government has spent more than
£30,000 on renovating and improving the
camps which were left with us as a
heritage from the Cain Government.
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Every day new ,cooking and heating
appliances and other amenities are being
installed.
I do not suggest that the Cain Governmen t did nothing in the direction of
supplying emeI'lgency accommodation; it
established the ,camps and ever since it
has ,complained bitterly of their existence. They ,were provided as 'a temporary
measure and any Government which
used for the purpose housing material
which ,could have been better used in
building homes for the people, would not
be carrying out its duty. I repeat that no
accusation has been made against theHallway Government housing policy
which is in the hands o'f 'a 'Minister
capable of dealing with the problem.
The root of the trouble obviously is
the shortage of materials.
Too much
emphasis was placed by the Cain Government's Minister of Housing on the question of what was being built and too little
emphasis an the questi'On of the judicious use of available materials. In case
it is suggested that I am being unfair in
this direction, I shall refer to the
" White" Paper on Housing issued by
the Minister a.f Housing last year.
Mr. BARRY.-You had better give it t')
the ex-'member for Hawthorn.
Mr. NORMAN.-Mr. Edmunds claimed
that his defeat at the recent election was
attributable to the influence of the liquor
interests, but I think it was brought
about by the wild statements that he
made on this "White" Paper. I invite
the attention of the honorable member
for Carlton to appendix A of the
"White" Paper on housing which
sets out clearly factual figures relating
t'o the production of materials during
the life of the Cain Administration
and of the Hallway Government.
I do not desire to weary the
House by quoting a vast number of
figures. Importations of materials from
abroad have been absorbed largely by
Government instrumentalities. The honorable member for Carlton is aware that
I knaw a little about the housing problem. When he was Minister of Housing,
he consistently refused t'O discuss the
question with me. His Assistant Minister
was much more courteous than he was.
The method of dealing with materials
adopted by the honorable member for
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Carlton when he was Minister of Housing
was to control them. By following them
from their inception, he tried to do a job
which could have been done so much
beHer by private enterprise than by any
Government Department.
The approach made by the present
Government and its housing Ministers
has been from the other end. There has
been no attempt t.o control the materials
throughout their tedious course, but
decisions have been made as to the
purposes to which the materials should
An effort has been
be applied.
made 1:0 ensure that th.ose materials
shouLd not 'be wasted as they were
on the hotels which were built during the
term of office of the Cain Administration.
Mr. BARRY.-Where were they built?
Mr. NORMAN.-If the honorable
member f'Or Carlton S.o desires, I will
pr.ocure a list.
Mr. BARRY.-The honorable member
for Glen Iris is a liar.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).--Order! I ask for a withdrawal of that remark.
Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-I withdraw.
Mr. NORMAN (Honorary Minister).
-The point I make is that the present
Minister of Housing deals with the
problem .of materials in relation to the
purpose to which they are to be applied
and does n.ot endeavor t'O follow their
path of distribution throughout their
course. No one can assist the production of materials in this State by merely
trying to control their distribution.
Mr. BARRY.-Is there any objection to
my asking where the hotels were built by
tbe Cain Administration?
The SPEAKER.-The· question was
asked previously by the honorable member for Carlton but was not answered.
I' therefore ask him not to pursue it.
Mr. NORMAN.-I gathered the impression that the motion bef'Ore the Chair
was, by virtue of its seriousness, entitled
to be debated on the basis .of factual
statements made by those participating
in the debate. My understanding is that,
if a member of another party wishes to
refute any statements, he will have the
opportunity of doing so later. Housing is
a matter which is vital to the people of
this State and is one which I relish
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debating. Its most important feature is
the number of houses completed in a
given period. If that information is
distasteful to the honorable member for
Carlton he is at liberty to leave the
Chamber-even if he shouts-while the
Speaker gives me his protection.
The completion rate of housing is
the only real test of achievement.
I would be the last to suggest
that the completion rate is entirely
due to the action of the Government in office for the time being. Private
enterprise still erects 98 per cent. of the
houses built in the State whether they
are constructed under contract to the
Housing Commission or by private
contract. But it must be· obvious to the
members of this House that the policy
of the Government and the implementation of that ,policy by its Ministers will
largely determine what private enterprise
may accomplish in any field. It is also
obvious that I could claim no credit for
the implementation of policy.
So far as I have heard, in the two and
a half years during which the Hollway
Government has held office, the Minister
of Housing has been attacked on one
count only-that is that he 'happens
to be a Minister in another place. While
;the Premier retains his constitutional
privilege of appointing his Ministers
from whichever House he chooses, tha1t
complaint falls :to the ground. The party
which I have the honour to represent
may well claim some liJttle credit for
deciding the policy which is to be implemented by its Ministers. Therefore,
the aotual facts concerning the completion rate of houses in Vict'Oria during the regime of :two successive Governments become a very important matter
in relation Ito Government policy, which
is vital when dealing with a no-confidence motion.
When the Hollway Governtnent took
office, Ithe housing completion rate in
Victoria, according ito :the Commonwealth Government Statistician's figures,
was the lowest of any State in Australia.
I do not desire to weary the House with
figures but, if the h'Onorable member
for Carlton denies them, I will read the
percentages. At the end of 1947, when
the Cain Administration vacated office,
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the housing completion raJtes in the 'various States were in the order of Queensland, Western Australia, New South
Wales, Tasmania, South Australia, and
Victoria. This State probably possesses
the gI'leatest industrial capacity of any
State in :the Commonwealth and is adjacent to New South Wales with its
vast supply of housing materials; yet it
was last on the list, after two years of
Socialist administration.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-The Liberal party
Governmentt in South Australia was
second last on the list.
Mr. NORMAN.-The House is not deba ting a motion of no confidence in the
Playford Government. The motion before the Chajr is thaJt the Hollway
Government does not possess the confidence of this House.
Mr. GALVlN.-The honorable member
is wasting time.
Mr. NORMAN.-I believe the people
of Victoria will not consider it is a waste
of time to reveal that Victoria had the
ldwest raJte of completion of houses of
any State in the Commonwealth when
the Hollway Government assumed office.
During the regime of the present
Government, the Victorian rate of completion of housing headed all the mainland States. It may well be asked:
Why the mainland States? Tasmania
recorded the greatest increase in its completion rate, largely because the figures
show that its percentage of timber
houses is far above that of Victoria.
Seventy per cen:t. of the houses in Tasmania are built of ltimber, and in that
State timber is the building commodity
which is most easily obtained. In Victoria, the percentage of timber houses
is only 43 per cent. Forty-six per cent.
of its houses are of brick construction.
Bricks are one of the building materials
most difficult to procure because their
production is entirely dependent upon
coal which is imported from outside
Victoria.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-How do the finishing rates in the various States compare
at present?
Mr. NORMAN.-Fortunately, Victoria
has now the highest completion rate of
any State in Australia. During the two
years that the present Government has
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been in office, the completion rate
has risen by 116 per cent.
One
would have expected an increase, as
we got farther away from the effects
of the war, but a comparison with the
efforts of other Governments shows
whether this Government has aittempted
to deal with the problem on a proper
basis. The other States follow in this
order: South Australia, Western Australia, New South Wales, and Queensland. The three mainland States with
Liberal party Governments :top the list;
they have done the best job during the
last two years in increasing the housing
completion rate.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-You have quoted
only the percentages.
NORMAN.-The
percentages
Mr.
prove the increase in the completion
rate of building. As I have already
stated, this Government increased its
rate beyond that of any other mainland
State. The total number of houses completed last year was 15,311 compared
with 5,800 in the first year the Cain
Government was in office, ·and 9,500 during the second year. For the present
year, Ithe rate of completion to date is
18,000 houses per annum. Before the
war, the rate was 6,800 a year from
1920 to 1939. I am not surprised that
the honorable member for Cadton did
not mention this subject in the course
of his speech.
In case the percentage of Commission
houses to the total number of completed
houses is queried, I shall make this
point: It has been said that the Governmen t has increased the alloca tion to
the Housing Commission of materials
and labour, and that has led to
an increased number of houses being
completed by the Housing Commission.
I wish to emphasize that the percentage
built by private enterprise has increased
under Ithe considered policy of the
Government that private enterprise will
make the best use of materials and
labour available at any time.
I have now dealt with the kernel of
the m8Jtter. As to materials, I have referred honorable members to the
" White" Paper issued by the Minister
of Housing; on the question of the
building of houses, I have recorded
clearly
the
fact'S
so
that
any
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member can learn what the Government has done in . the mat"ter.
I
ask honorable members to consider the
alternatives before them. In the housing
field, I have given the record of the
Government in answer to the Opposition's
question, "What have you done? "
Members have the choice of two alternatives, that is to say, of continuing to
SUppOI'lt a Government with such an excellent record, or having as Minister of
Housing a member of the Country party·
who has not had experience of controlling housing materials and who has no
knowledge of industrial conditions affecting the production and distribution of
those materials. If the motion is agreed
to by a majority of members, they will
accept the latter alternative and then,
in the background they will have as the
" shadow" Minister, the honorable member for Carlton, who was Minister of
Housing in 1946-47 and whose record I
have mentioned. However, if members
have not already made up their minds on
the motion, !they must accept the first
alternartive in view of the facts that I
have submitted.
Lieut.-Colonel HIP\VORTH (Honorary
Minister).-At the outset, I wish to
answer certain queries that have been
put to me. In reply to the honorable
member for Carlton, I ·point out that I
did inspect the temporary accommodation a,t Camp Pell at the request of the
unfortunate people who were living
there and by directi'On of the Minister of
Public Works. The outcome of the visit
was that some difficulties were attended
to immediately.
In 1945, when the
honorable member was Minister for
Housing and brought forward his 'plan
of erecting temporary accommodation
at Camp Pell, I objected strenuous~y and
suggested that homes or cottages should
be erected instead of making a slum area
in that locality.
That occurred five
years ago, and now those places are
slums.
The timber should have been
used to build substantial cottages.
The honorable member
referred to my visit to
stated mat he had not
advice of the intended
Minister of Housing.

for Bendigo
Bendigo and
received any
visit of the
Notification
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appeared in the Bendigo Advertiser that
the Assistant Minister would accompany
the Minister of Housing on that occasion.
A letter was sent to the honorable member for Bendigo on the 7th of June indicating that the Minister would visit
that city on the 14th of June and would
be received by the local branch of the returned soldiers' league at 7.45 p.m., and
by the Bendigo City Council at 9.30 p.m.
That should clear the matter up.
Mr. GALVIN.----lI wrote to y'ou, but you
did not notify me about your visit.
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH.-On the
17th of November the honorable member for Bendigo wrote inviting me to
visit Bendigo in vi'ew of a controversy
that was rife in that city in relation to
the housing position.
The letter was
replied to on the 23rd of February,
when I said that I would arrange for an
immediate report on the question. All
housing matters were taken over by the
Minister on his return from abroad.
The honorable member for Rainbow
criticized me and also the Government of
which I am a member, and he Teferred
to election costs. II do not know any- .
thing about that expenditure, but I am
aware that it cost me something to carry
out my job. As for the lingering of campaign organizers at hotels, I could tell
some interesting stories about the supporters of one of my opponents at Swan
Hill, treating electors in the hotels on
his behalf.
The other point ra'ised by the honorable member . for Rainbow was the
attempt by the ILiberal and Country
pa~ty to exterminate the Country party.
In this democracy it is the right of every
individual, if he considers himself fitted,
to oppose any other candidate. That is
part of our system of parliamentary
elections in this State. The Liberal and
Country .party had no intention of
m'a'king a special effort against the
Country party; the Country party has
been attacked by the Labour party on
many previous occasions, yet at present'
they are associates. An effort was made
to exterminate me, and it would have
been interesting 'for any person to have
.observed what was done on behalf of
the Country party and the Labour party
to secure that result. The Labour party
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gave a direction through the ,press to
yote "2 Hipworth." The 'advertisement
appeared in three-eighths inch ,type.
Eh~ctors were advised to vote "1 Lockhart," and that advice was given in one
and a half inch .type.
That, I understand, was arranged by a :member O'f the
Count'ry party.

own electorate.
When I, as Assistant
Minister representing three Ministers,
visited his electorate, he did not accompany me, because he did not have the
time.

I have just :been handed a copy of the
advertisement which I now exhibit to
members who may see that what I have
said is correct.
It reads "Labour
instructs you how to vote." The point
I wish to stress is that there was no
intention particularly to exterminate the
Country party.
I personally tried my
best to win the seat, and I won it. My
opponents did their utmost to dislodge
me, but they Jailed. The Leader of the
Country pa'rty threatened to tell the
people of Swan Hill and Kerang "the
truth." He visited the district, but what
he S'aid to the electors I do not know.
The Swan Hill press was organized
against me. The Country party has 33
branches which have' existed for 35
years. They also organized the Labour
.party, whose previous candidate secured
3,500 votes. Believe it or not, Mr. Lo.c:khart received about 6,000 votes which,
possibly, included 3,500 lirom Labour;,

iMr. GALVIN.-Tell us something about
the water charges.

Mr. SHEPHERD.-Lf I were you, I
would not boast, because when that
crowd dumps you, you are " gone."
Lieut.-Colonel
HIPWORTH. - The
Leader of the Labour party used
the same words when I left the
Country party.
I withdrew from
tha t party on principle, and I still
adhere to that principle, that is, to
represent the people in the manner I
said I would during my election campaigns. When I resi'gnedfrom the
Country party, I did so under normal
conditions. I submitted ,my resignation,
and I informed the people ,of my electoraite that I would continue to represent them as I had in the past.
I
did that and I stHI retain my seat in
this House. The honorable member for
Rainbow 'also referred to the housing
position and water charges.
He said
tha t I had neglected the housing
problem, but he did not show any appreciation of the permits I granted for
buildings to be erected in Ouyen in his

Mr. CAIN.-Did you invite him?
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH.-I did.

Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH.-I think
any person is entitled to pay f.or what he
uses.
Mr. 'GALVIN.-Did you say that during
the election campaign?
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH.-I said
that, in my opinion, the rise in water
charges was too steep and that it should
b~ effected in two steps. The Minist'er of
Water Supply, the Premier, and Cabinet
as a whole, considered the matter. It
now remains to be seen what the Country
party win do. Soldier settlers in the
Cobram district are getting their water
for 5s. an acre-foot. The people in the
Swan Hill and Kerang district have been
getting their water through the gravitation system for 6s. an acre-foot and
they got it f.or twenty years for 5s.
an acre-foot.
In Melbourne and the
suburbs, market gardeners are paying
hundreds of pounds an acre-foot for
water.
This m'atter has been a political football in my electorate for the last twenty
years.
The price of water had been
kept down for political reasons and in
order that :the Country party representatives should continue to get the vote
of certain electors at the expense of the
dry farmers who by ta~ation were paying
some of the losses on irrigation. The
Mallee farmers were bearing their share
of the financial burden of the losses
while the irrigators were getting the
benefit. We must be just, and ensure
that all persons supplied with water
shall pay fo~ what they receive. It is
bad enough f.or the dry farmers to have
to pay their share of taxation for the
capital works.
Mr. GALvIN.-That is not correct.
Mr. WHITE (Allendale).-Do you stHI
believe in, the charges being reduced?'
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Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH.-I do, provided that they are not reduced below
the cost of supplying water. I have been
associated with this problem for practically 30 years.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
MlchaeIis).-I ask honorable members
to allow the Honorary Minister to make
his speech without constant interjections.
It is not in the best interests of the House
that there should be continuous uproar
while a member is speaking. All honorable members will have an opportunity
of speaking to the motion, when they
can put their own points of view.
Mr. GALVIN.-I do not wish him to tell
an untruth; he did not mean to tell one,
but he did so.
Lieut.-Colonel
HIPWpRTH.-The
honorable member can write me a letter
about that.
Mr. GALVIN.-If I did, you would not
answer it.
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH.-The honorable member for Gippsland South has
said it is numbers that count. Do not
other considerations count, such as
principles and platform? The electors
of Swan Hill realized that the
principle I worked on was right,
and they sent me back' again to
to this House, but the electors did
not send all the Country par:ty candidates
back. The honorable member who takes
account only of numbers :gives no consideration to the truth, and no consideration
to justice for the electors. For eight
and a half years the Dunstan Country
party Government was in power supported by Labour. Members of that
Government are quite happy to crow
about their achiev:ements, but we should
realize that it was not politics that kept
them in office for six of the eight and
a half years-it was the national spirit
of the people during the war.
Speaking of electricity supply, the
honorable member for Gippsland South
criticized the Government for lack of
po'les, equipment, and other materials. I
would point out in reply that the
Government cannot get sufficient labour
to erect the 'poles it has had on
order and those already in the State.
The difficulty. is to find labour and
equipment.
Most of the equipment
needed consists of transformers and
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switch gear, and when they can be
obtained the extension of electricity supplies in rural areas will be attended to.
Electricity is one of the cheapest commodities sold in Victoria to-day. The
charge to the consumer is parqllel to that
which obtained in 1939. The increased
cost in the intervening years has been
due to the increased cost of wages.
A
1s. increase in the basic wage adds.
£31,000 to the Commission's annual expenses. A 12s. increase in the basic wage
last year brought about an increase of
£271,000 to the Commission.
I am telling those people. who do not
understand the facts that the satisfactory
results obtained by the Commission have
been brought about by good management, and are related to costs. The Premier was right when he said that he
wanted two parties to govern the State.
We now have two-the Liberal and
Country party and the Country-Labour
party. I point out to those who have
criticized my attitude that I won the
Swan Hill seat against the late Mr. Old,
who was a Minister, at my own expense
as an unendorsed Country party candidate. With a £100 donation from the
party, I won it again in 1947. Before
the last election members of the Country
party told the people ·that they would
not support any Labour Government, and
would endorse only acceptabl'e measures
brough t down by other parties. Even
before the election was planned they had
no intention .of trying to govern. Thev
nominated only 25 candidates for ~
House of 65 members, so how could they
have hoped to exercise the right to
govern? Later they realized that they
had the possibility of Labour support.
Lastly, I want to refer to the name of
the Liberal and Country party.
The
Country party has accused us of filching their name, but the Liberal and
Country party was formed by people
from the Liberal party and the Country
party, who joined the united party. It
appears to me now that the name
"Country party" has been given to the
Labour party.
Mr. WHITE (Allendale).-Did you
hold that view on a previous occasion?
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH.-In view
of that interje'ction, I should like to explain what really happened. When th~
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previous disturbance took place we of
the Country party were informed of certain hardships to a late member. That
was accepted by our Leader in the House,
I
and I took it as an honest report.
found later that I had not heard the
whole truth, and decided that I could not,
therefore, support the Country party any
longer. I asked the electorate council of
the par,ty in my electorate for their confidence, but they would not give it to me.
~ext day I resigned from the party.
With respect to public works, 'I should
like to mention a few figures which will
assist people to realize that the Liberal
and Country party has done something
in the interests of both the city and the
country. On the improvement and renovation of schools and the provision of
new schools, our GovernmeI)t has spent
an increased amount of £2,000,000; on
sanatoriums and mental institutions, an
increase of £450,000; on public buildings:
an increase of £50,000; on ports and harbors, an increase of £480,000; and on
municipal subsidies, an increase of
£143,000.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-That does not mean
anything.
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH.-It does
not mean anything to people who cannOit understand, but I have stated facts.
I wish to inform the House that permits
to the value of £150,000 for hotel buildings and extensions were granned by :the
honorable member for Carlton during
his term as Minister of Housing. One
of those permits was for an hotel at
Merbein. We now know wpo gave the
permits for hotels.
Finally I ask the Country party, if it
becomes the Government, to take many
leaves out of the book of :this Government. I hope that it will implemen1:
the machinery to carry out the contemplated rural development of the State.
As 'a private member, I shall support
stable government in Ithe interests of the
community and I am sure Ithat my colleagues will do the same. I feel that
the members on the Government benches
have made a worthy contribution to the
debate on this motion, and aUhough the
numbers are against us I consider that
we have done the right thing. I wish to
impress upon the Country party the
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necessity of watching its step, because
the people of Viotoria are disappointed
that it did not keep its election promises.
I appeal to the Country party to stick
to its principles if it has any left.
Mr. DON (Honorary Minister}.-Mr.
Speaker, I invite you Ito cast your mind
back to Ithe opening stages of this debate
when I believe a most significant event
took place. It was unwittingly enacted
but in my opinion it was of tremendous
significance. When the Leader of the
Country party moved the motion of
want of confidence in the Government
he followed it with a speech of
seven minutes' duration which, I
think, must be a record of brevity
for any speech in such circumAlt the conclusion of his
stances.
remarks you, Mr. Speaker, as the Standing Orders provide, asked whether the
motion was seconded, and it was left Ito
the honorable member for Carlton to indicate that he would second the motion.
It was not until the Premier asked if the
Leader of the Opposition was associated
with the motion :that he indicated that
he was. You, Mr. Speaker, then asked
who in fact was seconding the motion
and the Leader of the Opposition said
that he was. However, I believe that.
unwittingly the show was given away.
The person who in the first instance had
to second the motion was the honorable
member for Carlton, and in my opinion
he alone is the arch conspirator in this
motion, which is born of treachery and
cowardice.
In support of the motion there is a
most extraordinary alliance.
First,
there is the Country party which for a
number of years has professed ~tself as
and anti-Socialist party. In its constitution and in its policy speeches over a
number of years it has professed to be
anti-Socialist. I shall not weary' the
House by repeating the quotations from
the Leader of the Country par.ty's
speeches, but they were extremely
strong. The Labour party, on the other
hand, has as its sole objective the socialization of the means of industry, producItion, distribution, and exchange. Every
candida!te who stands in the cause of 'the
Labour party signs a pledge to support
and advocate at all times the socialization of the means of industry, production,
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distribution and exchange. It is also an
extraordinary alliance when one compares where those two parties stand
in relation to Communism. The Country
party has consistently professed to be
strongly anti-Communist.
Mr. CAIN.----'SO has the Labour party.
Mr. DON.-The Leader of the Country
party has always advocated the stiffening
of the Essential Services Act. It is
signi'ficant to note tlhat in the Federal
sphere the Country par.ty is associated
with the Liberal party in fighting the
Communist party. However, the Country
party in Victoria is now proposing to
stand cheek by jowl with the Labour
party which traditionally has stood
pretty close to the Communists.
Mr.
DODGSHuN.-Where do . the
" Commos" vote?
(Mr. DON.-I shall not dehate that, but
I have said 1Jhat the Labour party has
stood ,traditionally pretty close to the
Communist party.
lMr. CAIN.-The Labour party in this
country is the only party that debars
Communists as members.
Mr. DON.-I wonder why it was that
in 1946 a member of the Labour party
severely rebuked the Leader of the
Opposition for his attitude towards Communists. On the 28th of November, 1946,
the then honorable member for Rich·
mond said in this HouseIrrespective of repercussions that may
occur in my party or in the party room, I
am not prepared to support a Government,
the Ministers of which have to rush out and
change their pants every time J. J. Brown
appears on the scene. I hope that Ministers
will take a note of that. I do not want to
be placed in the position of having to defend
the indefensible.

Another statement he made wasIn this Parliament some members of the
Government are almost apologists for Brown
and this unauthorized strike. I want to see
that sta,te of affairs ended.

The then .honorable member Jor Richmond was criticizing his own party
which was in office at that time. He
alleged that they had been apologists for
Brown. Mr. Keon said furtherr do not want to see this Government go
out of office. I fear that it is allowin!? Mr.
Brown to dig its grave. I do not want that
to occur.
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Those are strong criticisms o·f the Labour
party by a member 'of that party. If
further evidence is needed I think one
need. 'only look to the Federal sphere to
see the stand being taken by Senator
Morrow. It is significant that Mr. E. J.
Ward, 'M.H.R., has bitterly Qpposed the
Communist Party Dissolution Bill, and
tha t when . Mr. Ward was suspended
from the House of Representatives yesterday he sought refuge in the room of
Sena tor Morrow. Then there is the celebrated Dr. Evatt, \M.H.R., who has had
1s. each way ·on the Bill.
After Mr.
Ward's vitriolic speech in the House of
Representatives recently, 'Dr. Evatt was
heard to interject, "Good on you,
Eddie."
The Labour party is not opposed to
Com,munism day in and day out.
At
present it is opposing the measure that
has been introduced by the Federal
Liberal and Country parties' Government
at Canberra to dissolve the Communist
party. In this House the Labour party
vigorously opposed the appointment of a
Royal Commission on the Communist
party. On the 11th of May, 1949, when
the Royal Commission (Communist
Party) Bill was before the House, the
Leader of the Labour party saidIn fact, this is one of the most unjustified
measures that has been submitted to Parliament for many years.

Later, during the same debate, the
Leader of the Labour party saidI do not agree with the view of members
of the Country party that the banning of
Communists will solve this problem.

How does the Leader of .the Country
party reconcile his present alliance with
the Labour party in view of those
statements?
Mr. CAIN.-Three years ago the
present Prime Minister shared my views
on that subject.
Mr. DON.-The honorable member for
Carlton was also bitterly opposed to the
appointment of the Royal Commission
on the Communist party. In the Labour
party there are many fellow tra veHers
with Communists.
The Labour party
has entered in to a pact with the Coun try
party, which professes to be diametri~
ally opposed to Labour on this issue, but
apparently those diametrically opposed
views on Communism and Socialism have
been resolved. It would a'ppear that oil
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and water have at last been successfully
mixed. We now have ,this extraordinary
alliance.
Mr. CAIN.-We have no alliance.
Mr. DON.-Two days before the
recent .general elections, the Leader of
the Labour party said that if his party
was not given a clear 'majority it would
not support any other party but would
go into Opposition. What is the Leader
of the Labour party proposing to do
to-day?
Mr. GALVlN.-Why not tell us something about what you are going to d'J,
and about your Department?
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
l\lichaeIis) .~Order !
The Honorary
Minister must be given an oPP9rtunity to
present his case, in silence. I appeal to
older members of the House to set an
example that the younger members can
foHow.
Mr. GALVIN.-All these things have
been said before.
The ,SPEAKER.-They can be repeated so long as there is not unwarranted repetition.
Mr. DON (Honorary Minister).-On
the 13th of May the Leader 'Of the
Country party said that he had no pact
with any other party, but the evidence
available shows that there had been a
pact in view, even if it was not further
advanced than .that, for some considerable time. The first concrete piece of
evidence is to be found in a paragraph
published in the Sun News-Pictorial on
the 1st 'Of June, 1949, when the following
statement appeared:The Country party would be prepared
to support Labour as the premier party, or
accept Labour support, the Country party
Leader (Mr. McDonald) indicated last night.
Mr. McDonald, who is also Opposition
Leader, said the. Country party would support any political party to obtain sound
legislation and administration for Victoria.
The Leader of the Country party was
amplifying a statement he had made at Ballarat on the previous Monday night when
he hinted that his party was prepared to
co-operate with Labour.

That, I believe, is tthe first piece of real
evidence on the paot which has now
even tua ted.
Mr. WHITE (Allendale).-That is only
something written by John Hill, of the
Sun News-Pictorial.
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Mr. DON.-It is significant that during the recent election campaign the
Labour party refrained from endorsing
candidates in certain country electorates,
to the advantage of its proposed bedfellows. It is also significant when one
realizes tha t at that time a room in this
House, which had been allocated to the
Country party by the House committee
was, wilthout the consent of the House
committee, made available to the Labour
party. In fact, the room was used by
Mr. Bennett, of some fame, to turn out
propaganda for the Labour party which
did not attack Jthe Country party but did
attac.k the Liberal and Country party.
Following this we now find that the
pact emerges. On the 9th of June the
Sta,te Executive of Ithe Labour par.ty held
a special meeting to consider a Country
party-Labour party arrangement. On
the 14th of June the Leader of the Opposition said that he was going to confer
with the Leader of ithe Country party,
but on the 15th of June the Leader of
the Country party denied that he was
proposing to confer with the Leader of
the Labour party in any way. By the
16th of June the Country party had submitted proposals to the Labour party,
which ,that party's executive committee
discussed and decided to leave in ,the
hands of ithe Parliamentary Labour
party. On the 18th of June the Labour
party executive approved of the Leader
of the Parliamentary Labour party continuing negotiations with the Country
party.
On the 20th of June, after the official
opening of Parliament, both the Labour
par.ty and the Country party held meetings at Parliament House. The Labour
party approved of the supP'Ort proposals
and only had to refer them back
to the Labour executive. That was
done at a meeting 'Of the executive of
the Labour party on the 21st of June; a
meeting which star.tedat 11 a.m.
and continued until nearly 3 p.m.
One does not need to be psychic
to realize tha t the Leader of the
Country party then received a telephone message from the Leader of the
Labour party informing him that it
was" on." It was not until that moment
that the Leader of the Country party
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'informed .the Premier that he was going
to submit this no-confidence motion.
The Leader of the Country party still
denies ,that !there is a pact between himself and his party on the one hand and
the Labour party on the other. Will he
deny that there is a four page document
on the subject which offers support for
two and a half years if he trades certain
specific legislation required by the ~abo~r
party in exchange f,Qr the Pr~mlershlp
and a certain number of portfohos? The
Leader of the Country party has sold out
to the Socialists the birthright of the
anti-Socialists.
For favours to be
received, he proposes to implement
certain legislation which traditionally the
Labour party has tried to obtain. The
Labour par.ty is willing to fight a longterm battle on these issues and I do not
blame it for resorting to any device to
achieve its ends; that is part of the
political game. The Labour party wants'
a Greater Melbourne Council with adult
franchise. It also wants the repeal of
the essential services legislation and the
implementation of adult franchise for
the Legislative Council. As to adult
franchise for the Legislative Council, the
Leader and members of the Country
party will have to turn a political somersault but that will not be difficult in the
light of their current form. During t~e
dying days of the Labour Government In
1947 the then AttorneY-IGeneral, Mr.
Slat~r rushed into this House a Legislative Council Referendum Bill. The
Country party was very voluble in its
violent opposition to that Bill. The
Leader of the Country party drew all
sorts of conclusions in relation to Mr.
Slater's association with Russia, but now
he proposes to lie down with that man.
R·ather ironicaHy, on this Bill, the Leader
of the Country party saidThis discredited Government, this despicable band of men who once called themselves democrats, do not practise what they
preach.

He was then talking about his newlyfound friends. He was on the defensive
about the Legislative Council then. He
stated:I said yesterday that the Legislative
Council had proved itself to be the bulwark
of the people. This is a Bill to reform the
Legislative Council by giving the people an
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opportunity to register their vie'Ys on three
questions involving the franchIse of the
Chamber or its abolition. It would be
better to describe it as a proposal to
liquidate the Legislative Council.

The Leader of the Country party was
then violently opposed to those who were
trying to perpetrate the evil of that time.
Nevertheless, he has entered into a pact
with the Leader of the Labour party. I
believe that pact is a fraud on the electors
and is doomed to failure. The Country
party and the Labour party are
irreconcilable.
It is impossible to
reconcile anti-Socialists and the Socialist
party, Communist supporters and the
anti-Communists.
How are the two
parties to get on when the first strike
occurs? They wiU endeavour to settle
-it by two entirely different methods ..
The Leader of the Country party would
settle it by stern action. The Leader of
the Labour party would settle it by his
traditional weak-kneed policy of appeasement.
How will the two parties fare in
r,elation to the Public Service? The
Leader of the Country party, in and out
of season, has advocated' that such
institutions as the State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission should be removed
from the control of Public Service Board.
No doubt on the very first Water Act
(Amendment) Bill introduced in this
Chamber there will be included a clause
to exclude the State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission from the control of
the Public Service Board. How will the
newly found bedfellows of the CountE.Y
party react to that proposal?
On
another issue, if certain wild forecasts
should eventuate and a Federal Labour
Government be returned in the near
future, it is fairly reasonable to assume
that the banking issue will be raised
again.
How will the proposed new
Country party Premier act under
those circumstances? Lf, as happened
in
the past,
the
legislation
is
challenged in the courts, on which side
will he enter his appearance on behalf
of the State of Victoria? If he followed
his normal leaning, he would intervene
against such legislation but he may not
be free to do .that because some one else
would be calling the tune.
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It is ironical to note that it is proposed
that Victoria shall be governed by a
party which secured only one-tenth of
the votes polled in the State and which
holds only one-'fifth of the seats in this
House.
The Country party won those
seats professing that it was pledged to
oarry on its traditional opposition to the
Labour party and the Socialists. In its
1947 manifesto and 1949 policy speech
bitter attacks were made on the Labour
party and the Socialists. The electors
returned thirteen Country party members in this House in the belief that the
Country party was opposed to Socialism.
I believe the Country party has misled
the electors. In its policy speech at the
1950 election it did not for a moment
indicate that any pact with the Labour
party would be arranged. No mention
was made of the proposed introduction
of major measures such as the repeal of
the Essential Services Act, the formation
of a Greater Melbourne Council with
adult franchise, or th\ provision of adult
franchise
for
the
Upper House.
Obviously, those things were not mentioned because the Country party knew
if a breath of them was revealed the
Country party would be slaughtered at
the poll. This no-confidence motion represents treachery at its worst.
The
Leader of the Country party has posed
as a man who could be trusted. On the
7th of November, 1941, an advertisement
appeared in the Argus which contained a
photograph of the Hon. J. G. B. McDonald-the Leader the people could
trust. I think the people who voted for
him would not trust him now.
The
advertisement reads:Hon. J. G. B. McDonald the Leader you
can trust to uphold your democratic constitution and protect your freedom. Electors! To-morrow, November 8 vote' against
the nationalization of your cash, the socialization of your industry, the regimentation
of your children. You must vote against
Labour candidates, all of whom are pledged
to the policy of socialization. Socialization
means regimentation, industrial conscripti~:m, and the loss of your freedom. Vote for
Country party candidates. Country party
candidates are pledged to uphold our democratic constitution. The Country party
will always fight to protect your liberty and
the freedom of future generations.
On that occasion, as in 1950, the Country party did not add, " Yes, and we will
sell out to the Labour party at the first
Mr. Don.
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opportunity." The Country party would
not dare to do that. It has perp'etrated
a fraud on the people. As the outcome
of the pact, a number of worms will be
offered ito a number of fish, or it may be
tha t cheese will be proffered to rats. It
is clear that no alliance could have been
made between the Liberal party and the
Country party for the reason Ithat :the
Labour party had too many plums to
offer. H was in the extremely fortunate
position that it had to appease only
thirteen members in Ithis Chamber, to
whom i.t could offer eight portfolios, the
secretaryship of Cabinet, the position of
party Whip, the appointment of two
members to the State Development Com~
mHtee, and one to the Public Works
Committee. There were Ithirteen plums
for thirteen members. If the Labour
party wished ilt could throw in for good
measure two positions on the Statute
-Law Revision Committee, which would
bring the total to fifteen plums to be
shared by thirteen members. Govern~
ment supporters do not flatter them~
selves that they were treated generously
by -the Opposition having accepted their
nominees as Speaker and Chairman of
Committees. The Country party could
have filled those positions, but it would
have caused acute embarrassment as it
would have meant seventeen positions
being divided among thirteen members.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-What about the mem·
bers of the Legislative Council who will
enter Cabin~t?
Mr. DON.-I am referring:to the eight
portfolios for members of the Assembly.
The party Whip cannot be appointed,
from the Legislative Council nor can all
the representatives on the Public Works
Committee and the State Development
Committee come entirely from rthat
House. There is really a total of eigh·
teen worms to be divided among the~
'thirteen members. I think the first im ..
passe with the new Cabinet will occur in
this way: I do not believe the Leader
of the Opposttion will accept some of the
new Ministers. ObViously, the Leader
of the Country party will become Premier, and the Deputy Leader will be the
Deputy Premier. To-night, the honorable member for Gippsland South has
defined his position, and as a reward for
being a good boy, he is to be offered th~
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portfolio of Chief Secr'etary. The honorable member for Benambra will be a
problem child. For obvious reasons, he
will be Attorney-General and from that
will flow the position of Solicitor-General
and also the office of prices Minister.
He will also make a bold bid to be
appointed Minister of Health. Last session he demonstrated that he was an
authority on that subject, and members
will recall his speech on the "drink of
death!" When he attends prices conferences, there will not be a dull moment
because in front of the Minister wHl
be a small wireless set opera1ting all the
time.
I believe the honorable member for
Rodney will be appointed Minister of
Housing, and I congratulate him. He
has special qualifications to hold the
portfolio of Minister of Housing, as
he built his own fireplace. The honorable member for Gippsland East is
in a quandary. It is rumoured in the
Forests Department and the Lands Depamment that they will have him again
as their Minister, and there is great consternation. The honorable member for
Allendale is ceI1tain to be appointed Minister of Agriculture, and as he is an
authority on push bicycles he may also
be appointed Minister of Transport.
When he is Minister of Agriculture, I
feel certain that he will bring down an
Act providing that no cattle other than
Ayrshires shall be owned in this State.
The other members need not worry as
there will be something for each of
them. They can sort out among themselves the positions of Secretary to
Cabinet, paI1ty Whip, and members of
the State Development Committee and
the Public Works Committee.
The
Leader of the Opposition will be in a
quandary as he must appoint Shadow
Ministers to prop up these weak "sisters." I do not envy the Minister of
Housing his task, because the honorable
member for Carlton will always be on
his doorstep to know everything that
is being done. If the new Premier again
holds the portfolio of Minister of Water
Supply, he will be continually haunted
by his old friend, the honorable member for Bendigo. Those two are great
" buddies," and Ithey have got along so
well together that I shall refresh the
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memories of honorable members as to
what occurred in 1947.
When the
Leader of the Country party was speaking on the motion for the adoption of
an Address-in-Reply, the honorable
member for Bendigo, who was then
Minister of Water Supply, interjectedI think you are more interested in hanging on to your blocks of land at Cobram
than you are about soldier settlement. It
is a pity I did not produce the map of the
district here to show the areas that the
McDonald brothers hold in Cobram.

The Leader of the Co un try party took
grave exception to that comment.
Mr. GALVIN.-You wiH make me cry
shortly.
.
Mr. DON.-You made the Leader of
the Country party cry at the time.
Mr. GALVIN.-lt was purely a misunderstanding.
Mr. DON.-I am on the side of the
Leader of the Country party in this, because it was a despicable act by the then
Minister of Water Supply. I remind the
Leader of the Country party whom he
proposes to lie down with now.
The
Leader of the Country party said thisOne point I desire to stress is that the
Minister of Water Supply is under privilege;
he occupies a high position as a Minister of
the Crown and as such he has had access to
my file in the Department and he admits
that he searched through it so as to try to
rake up something to tell the people. If
such a thing had happened six years ago,
the Minister concerned would have been
compelled to resign. I direct attention to
the scandalous depravity of mind of a man
who will inspect files in a Department of
the State and inquire, for personal motives,
about an individual's business.

Mr. GALVIN.----'Look at me blushing.
Mr. DON.-The honorable member
ought to blush, and so ought the Leader
of the Country party for now agreeing
to this unholy alliance. The Leader of
the Country party continued to criticize
him.
For his depravity of mind in searching
through files to discover information about
me or any other individual.

Now, those two persons propose to team
up together. I suggest that the Leader of
the Country party take over the portfolio of Water Supply. If he does that,
the honorable member for Bendigo will be
looking over his shoulder, and the two of
theql can rub along together as they did
at that time. Earlier I alleged that the
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motion was treacherous and cowardly.
I shall now deal with the second feature
of it. The motion is short and simple. It
is not specific; it does not attack the
Government in respect of its 'administration because, obviously, no such
attack could be launched with success.
In respect of housing, the Cain Government in 1946, completed 5,812 houses.
Last year, the present Government
erected 15,233 dwellings, while another
18,000 homes were under construction.
In industrial matters, the Government
has a record second to none. It has
speeded up brown coal production sixfold, as compared with the production in
1946; it has imported tremendous
quantities of black 'coal. That was a
bold programme and it has been successful.
The present Administration has kept
the wheels of industry turning. In New
South Wales during the disastrous coal
strikes there was a complete close-down
of industry, but in Victoria very little
inconvenience was suffered.
In New
South Wales, more than £1,000,000 was
paid out in une'mployment relief, while
in Victoria something like £1,000 only
was expended and {hat, peculiarly
enough, was not paid in relation to industrial disturbances or stoppages. There
is a section of elderly Chinese who, because they cannot quaUfy for the old-age
or the invalid pension, have been entered
up as unemployed, and have received a
sort of social service benefit on that
score. For some technical reason, they
cannot qualify for the pensions.
We have had a aI"leaSUre of full production and employment in Victoria
during the last two years which, I believe, is an all-time record. In respect of
health, Victoria is spending three times
as much as the Country party Government spent and twice as much as the
Labour Government spent in any year.
In education, the Government has followed a bold and imaginative programme.
It has solved most of the
problems of education. Conditions in the
Teacping Service have been improved.
The Government undertook an extensive
campaign of recruiting, which was 30
successful in the United Kingdom that
it has been discontinued in that country.
Mr. Don.
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A bold policy for the importation of prefabricated schools was also implemented,
and the benefit of that programme is
now being '.felt. The success a1chieved in
respect of the education service is due,
firstly, to the drive and initiative of the
Minister, and, secondly, to the generous
attitude of the Treasurer. The Government's attitude compares most favourably with the parsimonious stand
adopted by other Governments in previous years. In respect of power supply,
the progress on the Yallourn project has
been accelerated, and the work is now
four years ahead of schedule. For that
reason the Government is able to 'foresee
the end of electricity rationing.

The Government passed and has implemented milk pasteurization legislation, 'and it has put on the statute-book
a measure to 'protect the purchasers
against unscrupulous traders. In soldier
settlement matters, it stands head and
shoulders over all the other States. Consideration was given to the Railways
Service, and it was discovered that the
system was very much run down. At
great cost, admittedly, the Railways
Service is being greatly modernized. During the fifteen years before the war, only
£1,750,000 was spent in the purchase of
new roBing stock.
Orders have been
placed by the Government for the purchase of new rolling stock worth
£14,000,000. The present Administration
has also commenced the duplication and
electrification of the Gippsland line, and
it proposes to electri'fy the Geelong,
Seymour, Bendi'go, and Ballarat lines.
Most of the projects to which I have
referred are accomplished facts.
The Leader of the Labour party gave
some reasons why he was proposing to
support a Country party Government.
He proposed to achieve a few things
which are already provided for' in the
Governor's policy Speech. He spoke of
the last item with a great fanfare of
trumpets. He said that he would grant
a 25 per cent. increase in superannuation
for retired public servants.
I remind
him that prior to the State election in
1947, public servants made representations to the then Premier, the present
Leader of the Labour party, for an
increa£e in their superannuation, but
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their request was refused. The Government promised in its election campaign
statements to increase superannuation
by 25 per 'cent., and within a few
days of its assuming the Treasury
bench, that promise was implemented. Realizing the necessity for
'vhe 'increase now proposed, we again
promised that the superannuation payments would be raised. II' the Government is permitted to remain in office, it
will give effect to that promise. The
Governor's mess'age has been received,
and the Bill has been printed.
It is surprising to hear· the Leader of
the Labour party now offering, as one
reason for his proposal to support a
Country party Government, that he will
grant a 25 per cent. increase of
superannuation benefit to retired public servants. I believe there has been
perpetrated to-night a fraud on the electors. A pact has been patched up which
is doomed to failure, because the two
parUes on almost every issue are irreconcilable. Although members of those
parties may think they will run in double
harness for a while, the type of legislation which they must submit to the
House, and the kind of personalities in
both parties, make it impossible for them
to work together and to give stable
government. No sooner is a pact formed
than it must disintegrate.

Mr. REYNOLDS (Toorak) .-At this
late hour I have no intention of prolonging this already protracted debate, and I
shall be relatively brief. I must say that
I approach this discussion with mixed
emotions. I feel some sorrow, because I
have been one of those who have persistently endeavoured to re-unite the two
groups of the anti-Socialist parties, and
I see in to-night's proceedings the clear
failure of all the efforts that I, in conjunction with others, have made to that
end. I must say, also, that I regret it.
I am conscious of a ,certain degree of
anger when I perceive the hypocrisy,
cant, and humbug which underlies this
motion, and when I hear the speeches
which have been made in support of it.
I am disappointed because it has been
borne in upon me that gentlemen whose
opinions I respect, and who I had hoped
shared with me principles which we held
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in common, and held devoutly, have surrendered their principles for what I believe to be an improper consideration.
I also regard the proceedings with dismay for the future of this Parliamentary
institution, because if they are to be
taken as a standard of parliamentary
conduct we are only going to strengthen '
the hands of those who are out .to destroy
and eliminate this institution.
The motion was moved by the Leader
of the Country party. It is a Country
party motion, and the manner in which
it has been presented is an affront to the
House. It is also an affront to the people
to whom we are responsible, because this
is a momentous occasion. The fate of a
Government is in the' balance, and on tonight's results there may depend for
many years to come the happiness and
welfare of hundreds of thousands of
people in this community.
I suggest
that it was a grave departure from proper parliamentary conduct for the
motion, first of aN, to be moved in the
terms which have been adopted by the
Leader of the Country party. It is
simply this, "That the Government does
not possess the confidence of this House."
From my understanding and reading
of parliamentary history and procedure
I gather that it is not merely a matter
of discourtesy, but of real propriety, that
the ground of such an important motion
should be stated so that those who have
to deal with the matter in debate can discern the specific instances of misconduct
which are alleged against the Government which is attacked. There is not a
word of any such ground assigned, and
that is quite in line with the casual, peremptory remarks with which the Leader
of the Country party purported to support his motion. He indulged in only
a few va:gue generalities. There was not
contained in his statement any specific
charge. It was a general allegation of
incompetence, which was not supported
by any instance; and taking his speech
as a whole it was a statement of deep
dislike based on 'long-standing personal
differences.
I have never been one who preached
the extermination of the Country party.
I have held the view that a Country
party is a proper mode of representation of a very important section of the
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community, and that representatives derived from that class were the best exponents of their needs and requirements.
I have found from my reading that such
a party has existed at an times and in
all places, representing the agrarian interests. I also find that all parties of
that character have consistently exhibited a conservative a.ttitude to affairs.
Examining the history of the Country
party in this State, I find the same characteristics, and it is because of the
character which the Country party in
this State has 'long sustained that the
seriousness of the offence which is now
committed is heightened. A survey has
been made in the course of many addresses to-night of the events which led
to the calamity we are now witnessing.
It may be traced to the departure of the
Country party representatives from the
composite Government, when they
decided, on the casting vote of their
Leader, as I am informed, to go into
opposition.
Mr. McDoNALD (Shepparton).-Your
information is incorrect.
Mr. REYNOLDS.-I am stating the
information I have. If I am wrong, the
Leader of the Country party knows the
facts and 1: am not doing him any harm.
During that time the antipathy which
the Country party bore towards the
Lahour party was. suppressed, and they
entered into an easy liaison with their
strange bedfellows. At the same time it
was well known in this House, and was
obvious from time to time, that they
were being subjected to the continual
derision of their allies, and they became
objects of public ridicule. Of course, it
was impossible at that stage, or so it
appeared, that there could be any coalition or ·attempted union between two
such incompatible elements. The honorable member for Dandenong, in the
course of his speech to-night, quoted
passages from Hansard in which the
Leader of the Country party criticized
in very severe .terms the attitude on
many questions of leaders of the Labour
party. I do not propose :to add Ito those
at any length, but in order Ito illustrate
and to drive home the basic antithesis
between the Country party and the
Labour party I may be permitted to
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refer the House to some pa~ticularly
choice specimens which are published in
a well-known organ of public opinion
called Truth. A paragraph containing
extracts from statements made by the
Leader of the Country party readsMr. McDonald, as C.P. leader, has rantp.d
abuse of Labour wherever he could get an
audience. Listen:
"Mr. Cain had surrendered to Communists
and militarists."
The Labour party was allied with Communism and its objective was enslavement
of every person in the State."
Mr. Cain was pledged to nationalization
of farms," and
(country) children were
destined to a life of peasantry."
Mr. Cai n had played his part in an
attempt to socialize Australia."
Mr. Cain's Government was workmg
hand in hand with (the then) Federal
Government to destroy banks."
Fighting what Mr. Cain stood for was
more important than fighting against the
Japanese."
So the torrent poured out from the Premier to be-with Labour support.
II

II

II

II

II

II

There is defined in unmistakable tenns
the basic antagonism between the two
groups which the Country' party is now
attempting to bring together in a working allian~e.
After the very casual and inadequate
remarks of the Leader of the Country
party, the motion was then supported by
the Leader of the Opposition who
engaged in the usual criticism by his
party of the Liberal and Country party.
Of course, as he always does, he got back
on to the topics of 1947. The Leader of
the Opposition seems to be unable to
forget that episode. In fact, it appears
to be a King Charles's head in all his
speeches. I ,think Ithe Leader of the
Opposition believes ,that he suffered some
great injustice at tha't time when he was
turned. out of office.
. Mr. CAIN.-I never went around
squealing about it.
Mr. REYNOLDS.-I am not saying
thM the Leader· of the Opposition
squealed; I am going to describe his
attitude in another way. I believe that
he feels that some injustice was done to
him by the Legislative· Council. Let us
look at whart: happened. Public opinion
rose against Ithe Labour proposals in regard to banking. When an attempt was
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made in this State to suppor.t that banking legislation public opinion was utterly
and completely against it. lit was because of the action of the Legislative
Council in refusing to supply the
Labour Government with funds that the
Government of the day was forced to go
to the people. Was that an undemocratic
thing to do? Was it undemocratic to
send a political party back to the electors
of the State?
Mr. CAIN.-The Legislative Council
had no right to do it.
Mr. REYNOLDS.-lt had a constitutional right, which it exercised, as a
Chamber of review properly holding the
balance. The Labour party was defeated
and the people returned two anti-Socialist
groups with an overwhelming majority.
Ever since that time the Leader of the
Opposition has harboured this sense of
wrong. He appears to have thought that
he still should be the Premier of Victoria.
He reminds me of an incident which
occurred many years ago when I was a
youngster. I was listening on the outskirts of a crowd to a street corner
meeting where a gentleman was dealing
with the ancient wrongs of Ireland. He
worked himself up into a very fine frenzy,
got very red in the face and waved his
arms about in a manner similar to that
of the honorable member for Bendigo in
one of his finest moods. I became rather
perturbed as to this gentleman's condition, and I asked an old man what was
the matter with him. He repUed, "Oh,
he's got a castle in Ireland but the rightful owners are keeping him out of it." I
think that. describes the Leader of the
Opposition's attitude since he was turned
out of power -in 1947. He thinks that he
should be the Premier of Victoria but
that the rightful occupant of the office is
keeping him out of that position.
Support was then given to the motion
by the honorable member for Gippsland
South, who is the cynical genius who
has evolved the "worms in the tin"
theory of modern politics.
Mr. HYLAND.-No, it was Billy Hughes.
Mr REYNOLDS.-It comes from a
very eminent source, but apparently the
honorable member has been its most
persistent modern exponent. He appears
to think only numbers count. I deeply
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regret that unfortunately that attitude
has become typical of his party. The
ideas of honour, decency, duty and
obligation to the electors seem to have
no place in .the 'philosophies of the
Country party. It will be a very sad day
for the welfare of this community and
of democratic institutions if that is the
only consideration which is to guide our
actions. As I say, ;that cynical attitude
has crept in and it is largely responsible
for the position in which this House
now finds itself.
I do not wish to go in detail through
the speeches made by the various
speakers on the motion. However, I
think I ought to mention the honorable
member for Carlton, because, convincing
as his speech sounded, it was quickly
revealed by the very excellent speech of
the honorable member for Glen Iris that
the honorable member for Carlton was
either misrepresenting or misunderstanding the housing position about
which he should have been in a position
to inform this House fully.
The Essential Services Act was passed
by the composite Government, and I
understand that the dissension in regard
to the application of that Act was one of
the causes which led to the breaking up
of that Government. I understand that
it was the desire of the Country party
members of .the 'Government to enforce
drastically the provisions of that Act.
The Liberal members of the Government,
on the other hand, preferred to take the
more moderate, humane, middle-ofthe-road course of co-operation with the
. leaders of the great unions, the respected
and responsible members of the industrial wing of the Victorian Labour party.
Because of that difference of opinion
there was a separation between those
two elements in the Cabinet. The
Premier adopted a moderate and reason":
able attitude, and the result was that
'fue Communist leaders, who had declared industrial warfare against the
State were. exposed, defeated and disgraced, and that the State enjoyed industrial peace and its people continuity
of employment for a long time.
Mr. GALVIN.-We recently had a tram
strike which lasted for 69 days.
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Mr. REYNOLDS.-There was a
cessation of transport facilities, but
reasonable tactics were adopted.
The
result again was that those concerned
saw the light of day and ultimately
discarded their Communist leaders who
had put them into the difficult position
in which they found themselves.
We
achieved that result by moderate means
whereas members of the Country party
would have resorted to drastic measures
which would have imperilled the peace
of the community.
I mention that as another illustration
of the divergence of views and methods
which exists between the Country party
and the Liberal party. It has been manifested in many other ways. After the
events surrounding the attempted implementation of the Essential Services Act,
which led to the breaking of the composite Government, the Country party
went into Opposition, as I have been told,
on the casting vote of its Leader.
Mr.
McDONALD
(Shepparton).-I
have informed you that that is not
correct and it demeans you to rep'eat the
statement.
'Mr. REYNOLDS.-I was about to say
that I should be very interested to hear
on what ground that statement is repudiated when it has been so consistently repeated.
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).--It has
been repeated in the press, which is not
telling the truth, and by your supporters
in the Liberal party.
Mr. LIND.-Even if the decision was
agreed to by a majority of only one vote
it was no crime.
Mr. REYNOLDS.--Since the Country
party decided to sit in Oppositionwhether or not on th.e 'casting vote of its
Leader-it has sat side by side with its
political incompatibles.
It has cooperated with them in a shame-faced,
furtive 'way and has covered itself with
ridicule in the country's eyes.
In cooperation with its Labour allies, the
Country party took every available
opportunity to harass and embarrass
the Liberal and Country party.
The
Country party so acted despite the
promises on which its supporters were
elected. They were returned, together
with members of the Liberal party at
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that time, on their proclaimed promise
of opposition to Socialism, following a
campaign in which the Labour party
was criticized for its attitude to the
Federal banking law.
Despite the great issues whi'ch were
then looming on the Federal front, the
Country party sat cheek by jowl with
its former declared enemies, and in
doing that its members gave aid and
comfort to those enemies and committed an act of treachery against
the people who returned them to
Parliament.
As a result of the
pact
the ~ Assembly
was
forced
The Country
into the recent election.
party was punished for its treachery,
because it came back reduced in numbers,
and the only people who benefited from
that election were its friends in the
Labour party. Yet, coming back with
reduced numbers, in the face of public
criticism and derision, Country party
members have the effrontery, previously
unequalled, to my knowledge, in political
history, to attempt to seize the reins
of power and establish themselves in
control of the destinies of the State. The
Country party importuned the Labour
party to give it support. 'In the light of
what I have heard in the course of the
debate to-day, I do not think the
initiative for this conspiracy came from
the Labour party.
I have endeavoured to g,ive briefly, so
far as is necessary for my purpose, a
summary of the events which led up to
the .present situation. But what thoughts
arise from a consideration of these
melancholy facts? What ideas do they
inspire in the minds of the people who
naturally recoil 'from treachery and who
attach some value to ideals of honour and
decency even in politics? What effect
will there be on the minds of hundreds
of thousands of people in this community
who, fortunately, still look for some
principle in the public mind, and who
value our hard-won democracy? What
is happening in this Chamber is a
travesty of our .parliamentary system; it
is a negation of democracy, and a
betrayal of the trust vested in Country
party members by those .who elected
them as their representatives.
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It is 'a truism to say that none of our
institutions can operate properly and
efficiently unless there is brought to that
working a spirit of understanding and
some element of co-operation, on a truly
genuine basis, among those who are
concerned with serving those institutions.
The parliamentary system which we
are concerned to protect has been
evolved through centuries of struggle so
tha t the wHI of the people" should be
made effective, and in order that the
majority should rule.
I ask, Mr. Speaker, to what end is
that institution subverted to-day? It
is being subverted so that a handful of
disgruntled, frustrated men can seize
power and impose upon the people of
this State the win of one-tenth of the
electors-a minority which includes perhaps the most politically backward"
groups in this community, whose pretensions have already been thwarted and
repudia ted by the majority of the people.
The Country party is subverting this
institution in the course of an unclean
conspiracy with the Labour party.
I do not suppose one can really
blame the Labour party.
Between
the Liberal and Country party and
the Labour party is a great gulf of
principle which cannot be bridged. We
are honestly divided on principles. It
may be regarded as fair politics for
Labour to endeavour to take advantage
of the intellectual deficiences and low
political morality -of the Country party.
The Labour party has been importuned
by the Country party into this unnatural
alliance and has seized the advantage
which the situation has offered. I understand that the Leader of the Country
party has deeply resented the charge
of political blackmail that has been made
frequently of late. I wish to exonerate
the Leader and the other members of
the Country party from that charge.
Blackmail involves power to do harm
or evil, and capacity to apply that power.
I do not believe the Country party is
capable of either. Its members would
appear to have resorted to what they
find to be the more pleasant and profitable, even if it is the more precarious
and disgraceful role of prostitution.
They sold themselves to the Labour party
for an unclean purpose. Their motive
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was simply greed for power and lust
for office. They qid not care how they
achieved their purpose-even if they had
to implement a political programme that
they were pledged to oppose.
For rthe reasons I have given, I suggest that the motion is not bona fide.
That it was lacking in good faith was
indicated by the manner in which it
was moved by the Leader of the Country party, and it has been further disclosed by Ithe way in which it has been
supported by the Labour party. I submit ithat it was inspired by an entirely
improper motive, merely the lust for
office. In order to obtain that end, the
Country party is prepared to do anything from horse dealing at midnight to
shedding the last garment of self-respect.
I believe the people will remember these
things and that when the occasion arises
they will visit upon these culprits proper
punishment for their sins. I have no
desire to prolong the debate. Shortly
the bells will ring for the division which
may signal Ithe end of this Government,
but I earnestly believe that they will also
sound the death knell of the Country
party.
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).I did not intend to close the debate but
two reasons actuate me in replying. The
first is a statement that the Premier
made when he was answering the case
that I submitted. The second reason is
the tone of the debate. I do not think
this House has ever heam such bitterness and invective as was displayed by
members of the Liberal party. I have
been subjected to misrepresentation and
statements were made Ithalt could not
be proved. They were merely bald assertions without foundation. Therefore it
is necessary for me- to reply on behalf
of my party, and to make clear to the
people of the State the need Ito remove"
the present Government from office.
The Premier stated that I had told
him that, because of my negotiations
with the Leader of the Opposition, it was
useless for us to have any discussions
at that stage. He then read a letter
which he sent me, and said that I had
replied in a certain strain.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I read your letter.
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Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-I
take no exception to the Premier having
done so, but I object to the statement
that I informed hjm that because of
negotiations which he said' were taking
place with the Leader of the Opposition,
it was useless for the honorable gentleman and I to have any conversation
so far as his party and my party were
concerned.
,Mr. HOLLWAY.-You did not deny that
statement.
Mr.. McDONALD
(Sheppa,rton).-The statement is untrue.
I informed
the Premier that because of what had
happened to me and my party in the
past, my party had decided that, in
future, any approaches from the Liberal
party had to be in writing.
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He has made
secret about them.
arrangements with the Labour party
not once, but many times. He has done
so not only with members of the Labour
pal'ity in this House but in other places.
Only in a political sense do I criticize
action of that kind, but as I have been
subjected to abuse during !the last
eighteen months, and again during this
sitting, it is right that the people should
know the facts. On one occasion, the
Liberals divided, and one part of their
party, supported by Labour, was the
Government. They hoped that they
would be able to carryon for a long
time.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-And supported by one
section of your party.
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-No.
The two m embers of my party were expelled prior to the happening to which
1 refer. Consequently, !those members
were free agents. The point I wish to
make is' that the' Labour Government
kept 'that party in power, and the
Liberals hoped that as time was a great
healer, and as more water flowed under
the bridge, they would be able to continue as the Government. But the late
Sir Albert Dunstan was able to secure a
dissolution, which upset tlleir plans and
calcula tions.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-We might do the
same.
(Shepparton).Mr. McDONALD
Possibly, but that matter is in other
hands.
From the talk we have
heard of minority government one
would think a minori ty Administration was something new and
strange and not in the best interests of the State.
The tragedy of
the Premier's political career-which
will go down in history-is that he had
the large majority of 48 members in a
House of 65.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I had quanUty, not
quaUty.
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).The honorable gentleman had both. An
examination of Governments during
the last 30 years will disclose
that there has never been a one-party
majority Government in this House.
I consider that for legislation and
administration Victoria has equalled any
1

Mr. FuLToN.-That did not prevent
treachery.
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).Our experiences have been such that my
colleagues thought that protection was
necessary. My sincerity and my decent
political outlook were being abused; on
every occasion we were made to appear
to be in the wrong, even when we were
not. The Premier asked 'me, "Have you
had a talk with Jack Cain?" I said,
"Yes, I have discussed the question of
stable government with him as I have
with dozens of others," and that statement was true. I also told the Premier
that I had no proposition from the
Labour party, and that, too, was true.
In moving my motion, I tried to put
the debate on a high plane. I have been
accused of having been personal to
the Premier, but I was not.
In
the course of the recent election
campaign, I was told by people at
every meeting that I addressed that
they were pleasea that they had
heard me because Liberal party organizers had 'approached them and said,
" Do not hear McDonald because all you
will get is abuse of the Premier, Tom
Hollway." That dirty whispering campaign followed me throughout the State,
particularly in the Swan Hill electorate.
I have now reached !the stage when I
am in honour bound in the best interests
of clean politics to give the facts. The
Premier knows that the faots have been
published in the press, so' there is no
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other State or even the Commonwealth.
Going back still further, when the
Federal Parliament occupied this building, one of the best minority Governments that ever held office wa'S
the Deakin Government.
It was kept
in power for three and a half years
by the Labour party, although the
Labour members outnumbered supporters of the Deakin Government by
three to one. During the regime of that
Government many items of progressive
legislation were introduced and are still
on the statute-book.
Minority Governments are not new.
. The claim made during the debate has
been that a minority Government would
be a dreadful thing and that those who
would take part in it would be despicable
men. When the Country party was in
office with Ithe Liberals, and the Premier proceeded ,to England, members of
my party gave loyal service to the
Government and to its Leader. However, while we were doing that, the
Premier was telling people in England
that the Country party would have to
amalgamate with :the Liberals or be exterminated.
While that was taking
place, I, as a loyal colleague of the
Leader of the Government, was acting
as Premier. My colleagues were ·also
giving loyal support to the Government.
Colleagues of my party heard the story
told to me that my sincerity, loyalty
and decency were being sabotaged in the
heart and mind of the Premier while I
was carrying on the job here, but they
were reluctant to believe it.
Even before the last election, the
policy of extermina1ing 1he Country
party had ~en decided. That is the
truth, but I could not convince my decent
fellow party members.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Who are they?
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-All
of them. I could not convince them that
the story about what the Premier had
been saying in England was true, and it
was not until they had heard the same
account from other sources that they believed it. I have always been misrepresented in the press and by clever
lawyers. I shall deal with the honorable
member for Toorak in a few minutes. I
do not mind being exterminated in a
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clean and honorable political fight, but
I resent the manoeuvring, the tactics,
and the un truthful propaganda that have
been indulged in to discredit me, and the
personal abuse that' has been heaped
upon me in an endeavour to wreck both
my party and my own reputation.
Every effort has been made to break
me, but my opponents will no.t be successful while there is still a breath in
my body. The policy of extermination
having been decided on, ,there were some
qualms about it subsequent to the Country party conference, and ·prior to that
there were a few qualms in certain quarters. Every man in my party has had
plums-as they have been described to·
night-dangled before him.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Worms!
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).Whatever they are called, the fact is
that dishonorable means were used to induce members of my party and to try to
bribe my colleagues to forsake their
political principles and faith.
Mr. CAIN.-Did you say that members
of your par.ty were bribed?
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).They were offered portfolios.
Mr. HOLLWAy.~ot sufficient portfolios.
Mr.
McDONALD
(Shepparton).I want to ·go a Iittle fur.ther-and I do
not associate the Premier with this. An
emissary came to my' home from, I
should say, the people associated with
the Liberal and Country party. He
offered me very, very great inducements
-far greater inducements than the Premiership of the State, with less work and
less trouble.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Who was he?
Mr.
McDONALD
(Shepparton).If the Premier says my statement is
untrue, I am prepared to give the name
of the person.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Who was he? I say
the statement is untruthful.
Mr.
McDONALD
(Shepparton).I do not say that the offer came from the
Premier or from any intermediary with
him, 'but from people who are friends
and supporters of the Premier or the
Liberal organization. He came to my
home 01) two occasions, and he said that
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I could have the position of AgentGeneral if I was interested. He said I
could have a very high honour. I was
informed that the expenses account of
the Agent-General had been increased by
£1,000, and that the appointment would
be for a five-year term which could be
extended to a seven-year ,term.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Who was he?
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).He said the salary would start fI'9m the
time of appointment, that I could have a
few months to put my affairs in order,
and that if I accepted the position there
was every possibility of my getting
directorships on my return. He said that
if my friendship with the late Sir Albert
Dunstan was ,the stumbling block and I
wanted to protect him, he could obtain
an undertaking in writing that Sir Albert
would be made Sp~aker oOf this House.
That was done in the hope that I woOuld
forget my principles," my honour. My
answer ,to him was that my mother had
borne four children and not one of them
was a traitor.
Mr. HOLLwAY.-One too many, but
who was this gentleman?
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).If the Premier is prepared to demand a
Royal Commission, I will give the name.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-All right, then, I will
do it. Will you squib on that?
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).I will not squib on any,thing. I have
never squibbed on anything yet.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Why will you not tell
us the name of the man who spoke to
you?
Mr. McDONALD
(Shepparton).I am prepared to do that. Although
members on the Premier's side of the
House would not name the authorities
for some of their statements, I am prepared to state my authority at the right
time and place.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Make the statement
now.
(Sheppar,ton).Mr. McDONALD
I am not prepared to do that. My friends
know who it was, because I took the
precaution to make sure that they knew.
Some of them saw him and introduced
him.. These were some of the things
that were done. Every effort was made,
every kind of bribe was offered, every
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kind of political action was taken, including misrepresentation and bald assertion unsupported by facts, to destroy my
party and me as its leader. I have stood
it for eighteen months.
I am going to deal now with some
assertions which have no SUbstance in
fact. The Premier said that I stupidly
proclaimed the Essential Services Act.
That was a most untrue, unfortun"ate
statement f.or him to make.
On his
return to Australia, I met him at the airport and drove with him to town. In
the afternoon he spoke to the Cabinet.,
The matter was explained, and he did sa!t
that when he was away, without complete reports, he was concerned.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I said nothing of the
sort.
(Shepparton).Mr. McDONALD
When he saw the full report and heard
the statements of members of the Cabinet, he congratulated us on what we had
done and told us to goO ahead. Those
are facts. I was "one of eleven men who
made that decision, and I accept my
share of the responsibility. I could not
do less. The keenest exponents-I say
this in all fairness to everybody-were
some of the Liberals, but not all. That
is the position so far as the Essential
Services Act is concerned. I ought to go
further, but I am not going to sink to
the depths reached by some speakers on
the Government side of the House.
I
want to bring back intoO this House the
decency that should exist here.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-You have gallantly
tried to shield one or two Ministers.
Mr. McDONALD
(Sheppar,ton).I have always tried to shield peopl'e. I
want to answer some of the allegations
that I am doOing something of which I
did noOt inform the electors. It is suggested that I am breaking Country party
policy in supporting this alliance, and
that I shall be a despicable person if the
alliance comes about. I can assure the
House that if I did not .make the point
in my speeches I was nearly always
asked whether the support of the
Country party would be used to make or
break the Government. My answer was
that we would deal with the realities
when that situation arose, arid that if
any party or Independents were prepared
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to support the Country 'party in 'Putting
its policy on the statute-book we would
accept support. I even made that statement in Ballarat prior to the Legislative
Council election. I have never deviated
from that statement to the electors of
this State.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Did you ever mention
adult franchise af the Legislative
Council ?
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-I
shaH mention quite a number of things
if the Premier will give me an opportunity. What I have said has been
recorded in the press of this State, so
that I have not misled the electors as
some sections of the Melbourne press are
-claiming. I have not tried to gull the
electors, nor am I sacrificing any
Country party policy or principle in what.
is being proposed. I would sooner walk
out of this Parliament than do anything
of the kind.
I should like to mention the hypocrisy
of the Liberal party, and I wish to quote
from an election dodger that was distributed in the Benambra electorate. I
understand that many of these circulars
were to be distributed through various
electorates, but when the "shrewdies"
saw them they were withdrawn from
most districts. The -circular contains this
statementRevert to two-party system. Give Labour
or L.C.P. a working Majority so that government may proceed. End the Stalemate!

The electors were recommended to vote
either Labour or Liberal and Country
party, and at the same time the Liberal
and Country .party was professing to
give the Country party its preferences.
In my electorate most despicable tactics
were displayed during the election
campaign. The chairman of the Liberal
party meeting in my electorate, ,.which
selected the candidate for that party,
published a pamphlet containing a gross
misstatement of fact in which he recommended the electors to vote' " Jack
McDonald of the Country party 3." Yet
the official Liberal organization was supposed to be giving me its preferences.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Is that pamphlet from
Benambra?
Session 1950.-[5]
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Mr.
McDONALD
(Shepparton).Yes.
Mr. HOLLwAY.-There was no Labour
candidate .in that electorate.
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-The
Premier knows that the circular was not
confined solely to the Benambra electorate. The same procedure was adopted
in my own electorate. However, I propose to refer to certain support that was
given to the Country party.
The Sunraysia Daily of Friday, the 15th of June
of this year contains the following
statement:Competent observers, while still hesitant
about giving a definite forecast, are tipping
that a Country party Government will be
in power next week. The blare of city
propaganda continues, endeavouring to
poison people's minds against such a set-up.
Fortunately, however, most people still like
to think for themselves using facts as their
information.
When the facts of Victoria's present
politics are obtained it is obvious that the
Country party's plan is the only way to
return to this State a stable Government.

The Premier's claim was that he wanted
to be able to provide a stable Government. The only way he could do that was
by the extermination of the Country
party. If it was the intention to destroy
and exterminate the Country party why
deny it; why all the subterfuge and
pretence and the dangling of plums beAlthough the
fore my colleagues?
Country party m'ay be reduced in numbers as a result of the manoeuvring and
the intrigue that has been going on I am
proud to stand in this House to-night as
the Leader of that party, which is a solid
entity that will still be a polititcal force
in Victoria.
In answer, to the criticism that has
been levelled let' us see what the Age
newspaper had to say about the Country
party and its previous Leader, the late
Sir Albert Dunstan.
This afternoon
statements were made by individual
members that not only reflected on the
Country party of that time but also reflected on its Leader in a personal way.
I quote from the Age of Saturday, the
15th of April, 1950NEW RECORD.
Although 'the new Government was
greeted with de,rision by conservative
circles, and there were many forecasts that
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it would not exist for more than a few
months, it created a new record for length
of tenure by a Victorian Ministry, remaining in power for eight years.
The Ministry proved a virile one both in
legislative and administrative matters. Its
most notable achievements included the
reform of the Legislative Oouncil and the
Melbourne and Geelong City Councils. The
Ministry, although devoting a large amount
of attention to rural matters, was by no
means parochial; it did a great deal for the
metropolis, particularly in its practical encouragement of the establishment and
development of secondary industries at
Fisherman's Bend.

I do not desire to quote any further.
When the Age is prepared to speak of
country people and coOuntry members of
Parliament in that strain it is sufficient
to leave the matter, because that paper
would not publish those statements
unless it believed that they were true.
Mr. HOLLwAY.-What about yesterday's Age?
Mr.
McDONALD
(Shepparton).I now wish to quote a statement from a
Liberal source.
It was made by one
who was a Liberal member and a
supporter of the Government until he
found that he could support it no longer.
I propose to read the following letter
which appeared in the Age on the 1st of
February last under the heading" State
Ministry's Record "In reply to Mr. A. J. Naylor (27/1), I draw
attention to the following features of the
Victorian Government's administration since
1947:Collapse of the Hollway-McDonald (Dunstan) coalition, for which the 'LiberalCountry party cannot escape its full share
of responsibility.
Failure to acknowledge a state of
emergency concerning housing, and to take
appropriate measures to overtake the
shortage.
Rejection of the Minister for Health's
plan for the constitution of a mental
hygiene authority.
Sabotage of the Bread Bill by the Government supporters in the Legislative Council.
The Bigotry Bill fiasco.
Inactivity concerning soldier settlement
and irrigation and water supply problems,
and failure to tackle electricity supply
problems for rural and semi-rural areas.
The Administration and Probate Bill fiasco.
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The . trap shooting, licensing,
marketmg and firewood failures.

potato

Legislation by exhaustion during childish
all-night sittings.
The £1000 a year pensions for Premiers
fiasco, abandoned on the eve of the Federal.
election.
Complete collapse of even a pretence of
liaison between the Government and theParliamentary party.
Children'S Court Bill fiasco.
Failure of Price Control in Victoria, with:
the prices Minister's announcement of its,
abandonment as the star turn.
This deplorable record of political inep-·
titude forms the basis for. what Mr. Naylor'
calls my "gloomy calculations."

I shall not read the remainder of the
letter.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Who wrote it'!
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-It Is
signed" John Lechte, M.L.A."-a member of the Liberal party.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Where is he now?
Mr. IMcDONALD (Shepparton).-Mr.
Lechte is where honorable members who
buck the machine usually find themselves ..
The machine is prepared, at all costs and
with every determination, to destroOY an
opponent politically. It does happen in
those circumstances; but it is not so easy
to exterminate or destroy a political
party. In that case the Liberal party
dealt with an individual, just as it
attempted to deal with me, and my
party, but we were able to withstand
the influences which were then exerted.
I only want to touch on one or two
other points and assure the House, and
the people of Victoria, that they know
what is the policy 0~1 the Country party.
It will be enacted, with the support of
the Labour party. If this motion is
successful I hope toO be able to give the
House complete information on the legislation· which will be submitted to the
House by us as an Administration. It
will be Country party policy because the
matters therein have been decided by
the Country party.
Mr. GUYE.-You said that you were
going to refer to a statement that you
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had not led the Country party into
Opposition. Did you make that statement?
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-Yes.
Mr. GUYE.-Then I definitely want to
challenge it.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-Order!
The Minister. of
Transport may make only a personal
explanation at this. stage. The Leader
of the Country party. is closing the
debate on his own motion.
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).- I
am prepared to show the relevant part of
our minute book to any committee of
the House which cares to examine it. I
will stand or fall on the correctness of
what I say now and what they see there.
Mr. GUYE.-I was there and I heard
and saw what happened.
Mr. McDONALD (Shepparton).-I
assure the House that the statement that
I, on my casting vote, took the Country
party into Opposition is not correct. If
it were correct, I certainly do not regret
-it and I am not ashamed. of that action.
But it is not a correct statement. The
correct statement is that my party
decided to go into Opposition on the
understanding that should it desire to
discuss the action further, or where its
supporters would sit, that discussion
would be allowed by myself, as Leader.
I readHy agreed and 'Said that that would
be done. The following week the matter
was again discussed, but not on a motion
as to where we should sit. There were
certain qualifications and I am 'prepared
.to show the minute book of the party.
Mr. GUYE.-It was before that stage
was reached.
(Sheppar.ton).Mr.
McDONALD
I will show the minute book to a committee, even one from the Government
side of the House. On that motion I
:gave .l~ casting vote, which was to
retain the status quo-the position we
were in. That is the correct interpretation of what happened.
Mr. WHITE (Allendale).-The honorable member for Swan Hill, now an
Honorary Minister, seconded the original
resolution.
.
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(Sheppar.ton).Mr.
McDONALD
I am not going to say anything more
about it. I should only say, in conclusion, that the fundam'ental issue that this
Parliament must face is that the Premier, six months earlier than he need
have done, decided to go to the people
and ask for their decision. He made an
election issue of the two-party system,
in the hope that he would get' a majority
and so be able to govern. He gave what
he termed the great need of to-day as
stable government. He is responsible in
no small measure for the fear in the
minds of the people to-day, because of
the failure of the electors to give him
the numbers. He was rejected by the
people.
It is nearly five w,eeks since .the election was held and the House met only
this week. The Premier m·ade no attempt
to meet .the House earlier to test the
position, but left it until the last possible moment for Supply pu~poses. He
knows the political position as well as I
or any other member of the House. He
knows the .tactical game and has played
it right through. I received no offer on
any question, or proposition, from the
Libe~al and Country party. But I have
had a lot of people come to me as intermediaries trying to exert all sorts of
pressure on me and on some of my
colleagues. W.e maintained the same
attitude all the time-that any proposition must come in writing.

We now find, as the Leader of the
Labour party has correctly said, that the
fundamental issue is that the people
have elected a Parliament; they made
the choice and it is not for us or any
one else to question it. It is for the
House to settle the problem.
If a
majority of the members of this House,
representing a majority of the electors,
decide upon certain action, that is the
course the House will foUow.
Having
given members the facts, I shall leave
the decision to the House, and ultimately
to the people of Victoria, who will judge
what is done to-night.
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The House divided on the motion
"That the Government does not possess
the confidence of this House" (the Hon.
Archie Michaelis in the chair)Ayes
Noes

38

24

Majority
motion

for

the

14
AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barclay
Barry
Brose
Buckingham
Cain
Cochrane
Cook
Corrigan
Crean
Dodgshun
Doube
Dunn
Fewster
Galvin
Hayes
Holland
Holt
Hyland
Lemmon
Lind
McDonald

Merrifield
Mitchell
Morton
Moss
Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White
(Allendale)

Mr. White
(Mentone).
Tellers:

(Shepparton)

Mr. Fulton
Mr. Ruthven.

NOES.

Mr. Bolte
Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Mr. Guye
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Ireland
Sir George Knox
Mr. Leckie
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
Mr. Mack

Sir Thomas Maltby
Mr. Mibus
Mr. Oldham
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Rylah
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Turnbull
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Whately.
Tellers:

Mr. Norman
Mr. Reid.

ADJOURNMENT.
POLITICAL SITUATION: NEWSPAPER
REPORT.

Mr. HOLLWAY (Premier and Treasurer).-I move-That the House, at its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday next ,at half past Two o'clock.

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Premier and Treasurer).-I 'move-That the House do now adjourn.

Adjournment.

Mr. DODGSHUN (Rainbow) .-Mr.
Speaker, I desire to draw your attention to a paragraph which appears in
the Sun News-Pictorial of this morning.
In a report under the heading "LastMinute Election Bid To-day by Premier,"
in which there is much speculation concerning the preserit political situation,
there appears ,the following paragraph:It was said last night that before calling
for Mr. Cain and Mr. McDonald, after seeing Mr. Hollway, the Governor might send
Home lfor official advice because of the
unusual political set-up.

My request to you, Mr. Speaker, is that
you will investigate the question whether
tha t passage in the report is a breach of
privilege. I certainly believe that it is
a breach of etiquette, because a reflec,tion has been cast on the gentleman
occupying the highest position in the
State. We in this House should try to
maintain respect for the Crown. I know
that at the m·oment you cannot give an
answer to the question, and I do not ask
you to do so. ~My request is that you
consider the matter, and if you think
that action should be taken, you will act
accordingly.
•
Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-I join with
the honorable member for Rainbow in
what he has said regarding the newspaper report. We all know that while
the no-confidence motion was being
debated the Premier's political observers
were watching proceedings, and that
moves made by the Government have
been almost without precedent.
It
would appear that the passage in the
new~paper report is a political statement. This attempt to influence the
King's representative is a reflection not
only on the newspaper but also on this
Parliament. It is indecent to suggest that
it would be necessary for the Governor to
seek inf'0rmation abroad as to what
action he should take in the present political situation. The suggestion is also a
reflection '0n His ExceUency's advisers.
The matter is serious and ,one to which
attention should be directed. As custodian of the prestige and privileges of
this House, you, Mr. Speaker, might deem
it wise to look into the matter and seek
advice as to whether appropriate action
should be taken.
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The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-I have listened with great
attention to the remarks of the Deputy
Leader of the Country party and the
Leader of the Opposition. I would think
that, as Speaker, my duty would be to
act on a resolution of the House, if such
should be justified. If the Government
of the day should regard the matter to
be of sufficient importance to warrant
action I shall consider it. It would then .
be the duty of the Speaker to act upon
any direction that this House might give
him. I do not remember a similar point
having been raised in the past. In the
circumstances, I do not think that the
Speaker could do anything in the matter
without the wishes of the House being
expressed in a direct manner.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 4.8 a.m.
(Friday) until Tuesday) June 27.

LEGISLA'rIVE COUNCIL.
Tuesday} June 27} 1950.

The PRESIDENT (Sir Clifden Eager)
took the chair at 4.54 p.m., and read the
prayer.
THE MINISTRY.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works.)-By leave, I desire to
announce that since this House last m'et
the Ministry led by the Hon. T. T.
Hollway has resigned and His Excellency
the Governor commissioned the Hon.
J. G. B. McDonald to form a new
Government. The names of the Ministers
selected, and their portfolios, are as
follows:The Hon. J. G. B. McDonald, M.L.A.,
Premier, and Treasurer (without
salary).
The Hon. K. Dodgshun, M.L.A., Chief
Secretary, Minister in Charge of
Electrical Undertaki~gs (without
salary), and Min~ster in Charge of
Immigration (without salary).
The Hon. A. E. Lind, M.L.A., President of the Board of Land and
Works. Commissioner of Crown
Session 1950.-[6]
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Lands and Survey. Minister of
Soldier Settlement (without salary),
and Minister of Forests (without
salary).
The Hon. H. J. T. Hyland, M.L.A.,
Minister of Transport, Minist'er
of State Development (without
salary), 'Minister in Charge of
Prices (without salary), and a VicePresident of the Board of Lands
and Works.
The Hon. P. T. Byrnes, M.L.C., Commissioner of Public Works, and a
Vice-President of the Board of
Land and Works.
The Hon. P. P. Inchbold, M.L.C.,
Minister of Education.
The Hon. G. C. Moss, M.L.A., Minister
of Agriculture, Minister of Mines
(without salary), and a VicePresident of the Board of Land and
Works.
The Hon. R. K. Brose, M.L.A., Minister
of Water Supply, and Minister for
Conservation (without salary).
The Hon. W. O. Fulton, M.L.A.,
Minister of Health.
The Hon. T. W. Mitchell, M.L.A.,
Attorney-General, and SolicitorGeneral (without salary).
The Hon. 1. A. Swinburne, M.L.C.,
Minister in Charge of Housing
(without salary), and Minister in
Charge of Materials
(without
salary).
The Hon. T. Harvey, M.L.C., Minister
of Labour (without salary).
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE.
ApPOINTMENT OF HON. D. J. WALTERS.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
PubliC' Works) .-Owing to the change
of 'Government, and to the fact that the
Hon. Trevor Harvey is now a Minister of
the Crown, he becomes ineligible to retain his position as a member of the
Parliamentary Public Works Committee.
Therefore, by leave, I move-That the Honorable Dudley Joseph
W,alters be appointed a member of the
Public Works Committee.

The motion was agreed to.
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE.
SESSIONAL ORDERS.

The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public W-orks) .-By leave, I wish to inform the House that I do not propose to
ask for 'the adoption of the sessional
orders at this stage. The Government,
having just taken -office, has not as yet
had an opportunity to consider its programme in detail, but it is ,faced with the·
necessity to pass this week a Supply Bill
and a Bill covering the Supplementary
EsUma tes .for the financial year just
ending.
As soon as these urgent
measures have been passed the Government win seek a short adjournment of
four to five weeks, during which it will
concentrate -on the task of preparing its
legislative programme lfor the. coming
session. In the circumstances, therefore,
I propose to leave the adopti'On of sessional orders until the House resumes,
and I would ask honorable members to
sit 'from day to day 'this week until the
urgent measures I have mentioned have
been disposed of.
The Hon. W. J. BECKETT (Melbourne
Province).-I speak by leave. As the
Leader of the House has indicated,
we shall be considering very shortly
the sessional 'Orders. I would urge
him strongly to take into consideration the advisability of amending
them in the directions I have indicated from time to time. I suggest that following the custom 'of the
Commonwealth Parliament we should
appoint an hour at which the business
of the House must cease. I think that
on one 'occasion I moved in that direction,
and Sir James Kennedy, who was
then Leader of the Government in
this House, said that the suggestions I had made would be given consideration. That was the las1t I heard
of my proposal, and the ·old procedure
has not Ibeen changed.
I recognize that no new business is
taken a'iter a 'certain hour. That also
applies in the Commonwealth sphere, but
the sessional ·orders there also provide
that, except in unusual circumstances
and by leave ·of the House, the business
of the House must finish at a certain
hour, which I urge should not exceed
in this House 11 o'clock at night. At
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that hour, after a very long sitting.
members are ,too jaded to discuss
business properly, and to compel them to
do so is not in the best interests of the
country. I ask the Government to take
these matters into consideration when
arranging the sessional orders.
AlPPOIN'I1MENT OF STANDING
COMMITTEES.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works).-It is the Government's
wish that the same committees as were
proposed by the previous Government
should be appointed.
On the motion of the Hon. P. T.
BYRNES (Minister of Public Works),
the following Standing Com,mittees were
appointed:Standing Orders Committee.-The
Honorables ,the President, Sir William
Angliss, W. J. Beckett, Sir Frank Clarke,
A. M. Fraser, C. P. Gartside, T. Harvey,
J. H. Lienhop, W. 'MacAulay, and R. C.
Rankin.
House Committee (Joint).-The Honorables Sir William Angliss, P. T.
Byrnes, Sir Frank Clarke, P. Jones, and
G. J. Tuckett.
Library Committee
(Joint).-The
Honorables the President, P. L. Coleman,
P. P. Inchbold, R. C. Rankin, and W.
Slater.
Printing Committee.-The Honorables
the President, G. L. Chandler, J. W.
Galbally, C. E. Isaac, J. F. KiHson,
Colonel G. V. Lansell, W. MacAulay,
C. E. McNally, R. C. Rankin, and F. M.
Thomas.
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
ADDRESS-IN -REPLY.

The Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate on the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-Reply to
the Speech of His Excellency the
Governor was read.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works).-The Order of the Day
relates to the policy of a Government
which is no longer in office. I, therefore,
moveThat the said Order be discharged.

The motion was agreed to, and the
Order of the Day was discharged.
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week, ,Mr. Hollway tendered the resignation of his Ministry.
Subsequently, I
was commissioned by His Excellency the
Governor ,to forma Government, which
was sworn .in to-day. The name of the
Ministers selected and the portfolios held
by them are as foHows:The Hon. J. G. B. McDonald, M.L.A.,
Premier, and Treasurer (without
salary).
The Hon. K. Dodgshun, 'M.L.A.,
That the Order of the Day be postponed
Chief Secretary, Minister in Charge
until the next day of meeting.
of Electrical Undertakings (without
The motion was agreed to.
salary), and Minister in Charge of
Immigration (without salary).
ADJOURNMENT.
The Hon. A. E. Lind, IM.L.A., President
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE.
of the Board of Land and Works,
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Commissioner of Crown Lands and
Public Works).-By leave, I moveSurvey, 'Minister of Soldier SettleThat the Council, at its rising, adjourn
ment (without salary), and Minister
until to-morrow at half-past Four o'clock.
'Of Forests (without salary).
I desire to make a brief statement reThe Hon. H. J. T. Hyland, M.L.A.,
garding the business of the House.
A
Minister of Transport, 'Minister
Supply Bill and a Bill dealing with the
'Of
State Development (without
Supplementary Estimates must be passed
salary) , Minister in Charge ,-,f
before the 30th of June, that being
Prkes (without salary), and a Vicethe end of the financial year, in order
President of the Board of Land and
that the commitments of the GovernWorks.
mentmay be met.
It does not seem
The
Hon. P. T. Byrnes, M.L.C., Comlikely that those Bins will be received
missioner of Public Works, and a
from the Assembly to-day. I, therefore,
Vice-president of the Board of Land
do not propose to detain honorable memand Works.
bers longer this evening, but ask them to
The Hon. P. P. Inchibold, M.L.C.,
meet to-morrow to discuss and pass the
,Minister of Education.
Bills I have mentioned, 'and, possibly, a
superannuation Bill whi'ch may be
The Hon. G. C. iMoss, M.L.A., Minister
brought forward. That is the immediate
'Of Agriculture, 'Minister of Mines
business of the House so far as the
-(without salary), and 'a ViceGovernment ,can see ahead.
President of the Board of Land and
The motion was agreed to.
Works.
The House adjourned at 5.10 p.m.
The Hon. R. K. Brose, M.L.A., ,Minister
.of Water Supply, and Minister for
Conservation '(without salary).
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The Hon. W. O. Fulton, M.L.A.,
'Minister of Health.
Tuesday) June 27} 1950.
The Hon. T. W. Mitchell, M.L.A.,
Attorney-General, and SolicitorThe SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
General
(w.i1hout salary).
Michaelis) took the chair at 3.28 p.m.,
The
Han.
I. A. Swinburne, IM.L.C.,
and read the prayer.
Minister in Charge of Housing
(without salary), and Minister in
THE MINISTRY.
Charge
of Materials
(without
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasalary).
surer).-By leave, I desire to make a
The Hon. T. Harvey, .M.L.C., Minister
statement concerning Ithe change of
of Labour (without salary;.
Government. Since the House met last
MELBOURNE HARBOR TRUST
(HOUSING ADVANCES) BILL.
The Order of the Day for the second
reading of this Bill was read.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works).-With the consent of Sir
James Kennedy, former IMinister of
Public Works, the Government proposes
to accept this Bill, which is the Council's
privilege Bill, as a Government measure.
I, therefore, move-
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WANT OF CONFIDENCE IN
MINISTERS.
NOTICE OF MOTION.

Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition).-I move-That the Government does not possess
the confidence of this House because(1) The Government of the State by a
party comprising only thirteen
members out of a total of 65
members of this House-The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis) .-Order ! I cannot allow the
motion to be moved at this stage. Is
the Leader of the Opposition giving
notice of his motion?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I am giving notice
that I am moving that the Government
does not possess the confidence of the
House.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-Under the Standing Orders the
motion can be moved in this sitting only
by leave, and I refus'e the Leader of the
Opposition leave.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I must read the
motion otherwise the Premier cannot
refuse leave. I agree that he can refuse
leave to allow the motion to be brought
on at this stage. However, until I read
it the honorable gentleman does not
know what the text of the motion is.
The SPEAKER.-I ta~e it that the
Leader of the Opposition is giving notice
that to-morrow he will move a certain
motion, the terms of which he desires to
read to the House. That will be in
order, but at this stage the motion cannot be moved.
Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-On a point
of order, the Leader of the Opposition
did not ask for leave. He moved his
motion and proceeded to read it.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I wish to move it
now.
Mr. CAIN.-The Leader of the Opposition did not give notice of the motion;
he should have asked for leave to move
it, in which case one objection would be
fatal. The Premier objected to leave
being granted.
The SPEAKER.-That point is well
taken, but my understanding was that
notice of motion was being given.

in Ministers.

Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the'Opposition).-The position is that I am
giving notice of the motion.
I
should like the House to go straight
ahead and debate the motion but,
of course, if one honorable member
refuses me leave to move it at this stage
I cannot proceed with it to-day. I now
give formal notice of motion, and I propose to read the text of the motion. It
is as follows:That the Government does not possess
the confidence of this House because(1) the Government of the State by a
party comprising only thirteen
members out of a total of 65
members of this House and who
received only 10.6 per cent. of the
total votes cast at the recent
election provides an extreme and
unprecedented
illustration
of
minority rule;
(2) such rule is not in accordance with
the wishes of electors as a whole
because at the elections the
Premier announced that under
no circumstances would the
Country party countenance the
policy of any party whose objective was the socialization of industry, production, distribution
and exchange, and the Leader of
the Labour party said that his
party would not govern with the
support of any other party and
would not support any other
party in office;
(3) such rule is not in accordance with
the wishes of electors as a whole,
and should not be imposed until
the electors have been afforded
an opportunity of expressing
their will thereon;
(4) in order to obtain a true expression
of such will upon a democratic
basis there should be an immediate redistribution of the electorates of the Legislative Assembly upon the basis of the division
of each of the Commonwealth
electorates for the State of Victoria into two equal State Legislative Assembly electorates and
that the members of the Legislative Council should be elected
on a system of proportional
representation upon adult franchise;
(5) the
electorates of each House
should be automatically redistributed on the foregoing basis
upon each redivision of the
Commonwealth electorates.
When the Leader of an Opposition
moves a motion of want of confidence in
a Government it is the invariable
courtesy for the Government to adjourn
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the House so that the Government may
consider its position. I wish to know
whether the Premier intends to extend
that courtesy and to adjourn the House
so thalt my motion can be debated
to-morrow.
The SPEAKER.-It is purely a matter
for the Premier to decide whether or not
he will reply to the point raised.
PYALONG LANDS EXCHANGE B!LL.
Mr. LIND (Minister of Lands).In accordance with the usual practice,
and in order to preserve the privileges
of this House, I move for leave to bring
in a Bill to provide for the revocation
of the reservations of certain land in
the parish of Pyalong temporarily
reserved as a site for racing, cricket and
recreation and for, the exchange thereof
for certain other land in the said parish
to be reserved as a site for racing and
public recreation.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a
first time.
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-I have to report that the
House, on the 20th of June, attended
His Excellency the Governor, in the
Legislative Council Chamber, when His
Excellency was pleased'" to make a
Speech to both Houses of Parliament, of
which, for greater accuracy, I have
obtained a copy. As the Speech is
printed, and copies are available to
honorable members, I take it that it
will not be necessary for me to read it.
COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY AND
WAYS AND MEANS.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-By leave, I move-That the Standing Orders be suspended-

Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition) .-1 refuse leave.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
MichaeIis).-Do I understand that the
Leader of the Opposition is refusing
leave to the Premier to submit the
motion?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Yes.
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Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-1 desire to give notice that tomorrow I shall move-That the Standing Orders be suspended
so as to allow the Committees of Supply
and Ways and Means to be appointed
forthwith.

ADJOURNMENT.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-Because of the action that has
been taken in this House this afternoon,
which has impeded the Government's
business. and will delay the House in
dealing with the important question of
Supply until to-morrow, I move-That the House, at its rising, adjourn
until to-morrow at half past Ten o'clock.

Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-What has
happened is probably the most remarkable procedure that an Opposition in
this House has ever taken.
Mr. OLDHAM.-The present Government is the most remarkable one we
have ever seen.
Mr. CAIN.-What has been done today by the Opposition is not only a
reflection upon itself, but, unfortunately,
it is also a reflection upon the King's
representative.
The SPEAKER.-Order! It is a long
standing custom in this House that the
name of the King's representative must
not be mentioned to influence debate;
therefore I ask the honorable member
not to pursue that line of argument.
Mr. CAIN.-U I have said anything
which is not regarded by you, Mr.
Speaker, as being proper, I withdraw it.
Speaking to the motion, I wish to discuss
the Opposition's attempt to delay the
business of the House. The motion concerns the adjournment of the House until
10.30 a.m. to-morrow. I should like to
see the term of adjournment shortened.
Despite what the Opposition may think
of the Government, it has the support
of the majority of members of this
House. This is the Government's first
attempt to provide Supply to m€·et its
commitments, but the Opposition has
taken exceiJtion to the introduction of
the relevant motion, and consequently it
must be postponed until to-morrow.
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Mr. HOLLWAY.-Leave to introduce a
Supply Bill was refused.
Mr. CAIN.-I do not remember any
previous Government having been refused permission to introduce a Supply
Bill, although there are many precedents
for .the rejection of such measures.
Mr. OLDHAM.-The Premier will
introduce the Bill to-morrow.
Mr. CAIN.-That is true. The Oppo.:.
sition desires to embarrass the Government, but it is also embarrassing its own
members. The Opposition has no right
to govern, and its 27 members are a lot
of squealers, complainers, and bad losers.
The public and members of the Public
Service will not thank the Opposition for
what it has done. It is merely trying to
embarrass the Government on the question of Supply.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-Now, who
is a bad loser?
Mr. CAIN.-I cannot be accused of
being a bad loser. The least the Opposition should do is to per.mit the Government to introduce its Supply measure.
The Supply list on whkh the Bill will
be based was prepared Ifor the former
Premier, who knows more about its
contents than any other member, yet he
has refused the Government leave to
proceed with Supply. In the eyes of this
democratic community the Liberal party
has done itself a grave injustice.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-1 deplore the action of the
Opposition. I had hoped that with the
assistance of all members the Government would have been able to convince
the people-Mr. FRASER (Grant).-I rise to a
point of order. The Premier is not
speaking to the motion before the Chair.
The SPEAKER.-Let me be the judge
of that.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I repeat that I was hoping that
we would have been able to maintain the
high prestige of this Parliament. This
afternoon we have witnessed an unprecedented spectacle. I have never
known a previous Government having
been refused leave to introduce a Supply
measure. The Standing Orders provide
that any matter can be discussed in the
course of the debate on a Supply Bill,

Adjournment.

and motions can be submitted to reduce
the amount sought to be appropriated.
Such a motion is regarded as a censure
motion by a Government seeking Supply.
I could have objected to the statements
of the Leader of the Opposition when he
was foreshadowing his proposed noconfidence motion because they were not
pertinent to the subject matter of his
motion. I do not believe the story that
he has told the public as the reason for
his intended motion.
The SPEAKER.-Order! The Premier
must not discuss a motion that is to be
moved to-morrow. The motion before
the Chair concerns the hour to which
the House shall adjourn to-morrow, and
I ask the honorable gentleman to relate
his remarks to that motion.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-1 regret the circumstances
which compelled me to move for the
adjournment of the House until 10.30
to-morrow morning, and I wish to give
reasons why I was forced to take that
step. I believe the people will bitterly
resent the business of Parliament being
delayed by the Opposition. In the weekend a certain decision was made by the
proper authority. In the first place, the
people made their decision-a fact
which Opposition members do not
appear to realize. Then this House made
its decision, as was its duty. Finally the
constitutional authority, His Excellency
the Governor, made his decision. Now
the Opposition wishes to flout not only
the will of Parliament but also the
decision of the proper constitutional
authority.
Mr. OLDHAM (Malvern) .-1 rise to a
point of order. I take exception to the
Premier's reference to His Excellency,
the Governor.
The SPEAKER.-There is no point of
order.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-1 shall never agree to the
business of the House being delayed.
The Leader of the Opposition asked m'e
if I would adopt a certain course regarding his no-confidence motion. It will be
placed on the Notice Paper and the
House will deal with it in due course.
That is the best treatment that he can
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the possibility of the creditors of the
Sta te not being paid in due course----a
risk which arises at a time when it is
necessary to uphold the principles ')f
responsible government, and to demonstrate to the community that the Parliament of a State which is part of the
British Commonwealth of Na'tions is
able to carryon.
By endeavouring to prevent the
I hope events of this nature will not
become frequent in this House and that Government from obtaining Supply, the
members will carry out their duties in Leader of the Opposition is adopting the
a proper way. As legislators, members best method of fomenting trouble in the
I deplore the situation
should so conduct themselves as to earn community.
the respect of the people. I repeat that which has arisen, and I again desire to
I hope there will not be a repetition of . congratulate the Government on its
the spectacle that we have witnessed attitude. There will be one sitting day
wasted, :for which those responsible are
to-day.
the Leader of the Opposition and his
Mr. LEMMON
(Williamstown).- party colleagues.
I am surprised at the policy which the
The motion was agreed to.
Opposition has adopted in respect to
Supply, and I commend the Premier on
The House adjourned at 4.1 p.m.
his dignified attitude. The Government
has the numbers and it could have
adopted one of S'everal courses in the
present circumstances. For instance, it
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
could have pressed for an adjournment
of the House until later to-night when,
Wednesday} June 28} 1950.
under the Standing Orders, a Supply
measure could have been passed. As
members well know, there are other
The PRESIDENT (Sir Clifden Eager)
ways by which the measure could be took the chair at 4.57 p.m., and read the
passed. However, the Government has prayer.
adopted the proper course to-day by
MARINE (TEMPORARY
moving for the adjournment of the
EXE)MPTIONS) BILL.
House until to-morrow morning. I am
The
Hon.
P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
astounded at the action of the Opposition because it means denial of Supply Public Works) moved for leave to bring
to-night.
in a Bill to authorize the Marine Board
of Victoria temporarily to exempt cerThe Leader of the Opposition has tain harbor construction contractors and
given notice of a no-confidence motion their vessels and personnel from comwhich, if it is not intended to be used pliance with provisions of the Marine
merely for propaganda purposes, could Acts and the regulations thereunder, and
lead to a dissolution. Essential to that for other purposes.
would be Supply, which, however, the
The motion was agreed to.
Leader of the Opposition is denying to
the Government to-day. If he had not
The Bill was brought in and read a
done so, and his motion of want of con- first time.
fidence in the Government were carried,
he would be able to ask for a dissolution,
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE BILL
at the same time having a very valuable
(No.1).
ground for that request, because the
This Bill was received from the
House would have exhausted itself by
the rejection of a second Government. Assembly and, on the motion of the Hon.
The Leader of the Opposition has chosen P. T. BYRNES (,Minister of Public
the other way.
Consequently, there is Works), was read the first time.
expect. It is obvious that the Government has not had time to prepare its
legislative programme but it wishes to
obtain Supply as soon as possible so that
it can provide for the Public Service
and other services. The Opposition must
accept full responsibility for any delay
and risk that may arise as the outcome
of its action this afternoon.
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The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works).-I move-That this Bill be now read a second time.
The period for which Supply has been
granted will expire on the 30th of June,
and authority is sought to provide for
expenditure for the months of July and
August, 1950. The amount included in
the Supply Bill is £7,706,785, and is sufficient to meet requirements until the
end of August next. The first column
of the Supply schedule indicates the
amount required under each division of
the Estimates to meet expenditure for
the months of July and August, 1950,
while the second column shows the proportionate amount of the estimated expendi,ture under each division of the
Estima'tes for the 'current financial
year.
The Supply schedule discloses many
variations in the amounts required compared with the estimated expenditure for
a proportionate period of the current
financial year. There are many reasons
for these variations. With the exception
of the Railway Department, provision
has been necessary for five fortnightly
payments of salaries, and this accounts
for the increased Supply being required
under many divisions.
In addition,
under some divisions, the greater proportion of the expenditure is not charged
until the latter half of the year, while
. in other cases the expenditure is heavier
in the early part of the financial year.
Supply is not required for certain items
of expenditure such as interest, sinking
fund, and ex'change payments for which
special appropriations have been authorized by Parliament.
I shall now indicate the main items
under which increased prOVISIOn ts
required, apart from ,the additional
amount necessary on account of the five
fortnightly salary payments. In the
Children's WeHare Department, C011tingenciesand miscellaneous expenditure
show an increase of £8,264. Paymen ts
are made to foster-mothers every 28
days, and the fact tha:t three such payments are required to be made during
July and August accounts for the
additional provision required.
Contingencies and miscellaneous expenditure in
the Police Department involve an increased provision of £87,368. Al though
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the major portion of this increase is due
to the five fortnightly pays in the period,
additional expendHure will be incurred
as a result of the provision of additional
motor cars for police purposes. Endowments and grants in the Education
Department are higher by £15,583. The
salaries of council staffs of technical
schools were increased on a basis similar
to the recent revision made by the
Teachers Tribunal in connecUon with
departmental teachers, and this necessitated increased maintenance grants by
the Government.
An increased provision of £28,500 is
required ,to meet commitments by the
Government Printer for the purchase of
essential paper and materials. Additional provision to an amount of £56,740
is required for miscellaneous expenditure
in the Treasury owing to the substantially increased field staff attached to the
Vermin and Noxious Weeds Branch;
Heavy initial expenditure will also be
incurred in carrying out the provisions
of the Vermin and Noxious Weeds Act,
and for the purchase of equipment for
aerial survey work.
"The production and delivery of firewood has been accelerated during the
winter months and this accounts for
the increased provision of £49,078 for
miscellaneous expenditure required in
the Forests Department. For the purposes of the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission an increased amount of
£113,500 is necessary. This excess is
required to meet expenditure on the repair and maintenance of irrigation
channels in readiness for the irrigation
season, for the removal of sand drift
and for watering in the WimmeraMallee area. This work must be carried
out during the early months of the
financial year.
In some divisions decreases are shown
and I shall mention the most important.
As the amount required for insurance
of State employees is payable during
the month of September, this item shows
a decrease of £7,437. Payments to the
Railway Department and State Coal
Mine are less by £272,786. Provision
is made under this division for the paymen t of a subsidy ,to the Railway Department on account of debt charges,
and as this payment is not made until
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the end of the financial year, a reduced
amount of Supply is required. The
provision for exceptional expenditure in
the Treasury for the financial year 195051 will be substantially less than the
actual sum expended during the current
financial year, and this accounts for the
reduction of £17,316 shown by the sum
needed for the two months indicated.
I have now explained the major variations in the amount of Supply required
for the months of July and August from
the proporltionate amount of the estimated expenditure for the current financial year. I shall be pleased to furnish
any further particulars desired by honorable members and I commend the Bill
to the House.
The sitting was suspended at 5.54 p.m.
until 7.49 p.m.

The Hon. W. J. BECKETT (Melbourne
Province).-There are many features
about a Supply Bill to which I should
direct attention, based ·on the varied experience we have had in this Chamber
of dealing with such Bills.
This
measure comes before us as a request
from the representative of His Majesty
the King for Parliament as a whole to
grant sufficient money to the Government
of the day to carryon the business of
the country. Both Houses have large
powers in connection wHh Supply
measures. The Assembly can reject a
Supply Bill, or so radically amend it as
to indicate that the Government no
longer possesses the confidence of the
House. In this Chamber, members have
limited powers on Supply, and rightly so,
when one considers the unrepresentative
nature of the Legislative Council.
This House cannot in any circumstances increase the taxation burden on
the people, and when it comes to decreasing expenditure, we can only suggest to
another place in which direction' we consider the amount should be reduced.
Beyond that, this House has the supreme
power of saying tha't it will adjourn consideration of a Supply Bill for any length
of time--whi.ch would be tantamount to
its rejection-or it can reject the measure
outright. I 'refer to that feature of our
power in this Chamber because jot has
been used rather injudiciously in the
past. Despite the fact that the power
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lies in the constitution of this Chamber,
like the strong man who has knowledge
of his power, we must realize that it
must be exercised judiciously.
The action of this House in arrogating
to itself the right to reject the financial
proposals of a previous Government is
now ancient history. It may be said that
at otha t time circumstances were altogether different from what they are at
this juncture, and I grant that that is so.
On that occasion, there was an ostensible
reason, or should I say excuse, for the
action taken. It was due to circumstances
that were beyond the control of the State
Parliam·ent.
To suggest, even inferentially, that
similar action should be taken against
the present Government, which has rlO't
yet had the opportunity of doing anything, seems not only injudicious, but
futile. It would be most foolish to suggest that the House should consider for
one moment exercising its powers in that
direction. In ithis Chamber there is a
large section of businessmen anima ted
by good, sound common sens~. That
being so, it would require a pBculiar type
of thinking to imagine that those members who were successful in their efforts
on another occasion, would repeat the
dose in connecHon with this measure.
The 'excuse given for the rejection of
Supply was that the Government of the
day had done something to which objection was taken; but a similar excuse
cannot be advanced now because the
Government has not had an opportunity
up to the present of doing anything. We
realize the unfortunate position in which
the people of Victoria have placed themselves by electing an Assembly as it is
consti:tuted to-day. A small party has
been given the reins of office to act as a
stop-gap Government. To me, as one
who has had a fair amount O'f experience
in Parliament, it seems the only possible
solution of the present political siltuation.
I wish the present h01lders of office every
success in their efforts to carryon the
government of the Sta'te, not from a
political viewpoint but in trying to do
something in the interests of Victoria.
If efforts were made to stultify the
Government on this occasion jot would be
most unfortunate. Probably common

142

Consolidated Revenue

[COUNCIL.]

sense will prevail and the Government
will be given the necessary Supply.
Parliament will then go into a short
recess to enable the Government to prepare Us programme which, we hope, will
redound to ins credit and be in the best
interests O'f Victoria as a sovereign State.
r commend the Bill to the House.
Sir JAMES KENNEDY
(Higinbotham Province).-I do not know that
I can gather anything from the remarks
of the unofficial Leader. For the last
two or three weeks he has been reading
the Queensland newspapers and I am unaware whether they report V,ictorian
news. We all know that the Supply
granted expires on the 30th of June and,
jn order to carryon the government of
the State, it is important that further
Supply should be granted. It is imposi3ible for State accounts to be paid until
Parliament appropriates sufficient money
for the purpose. A sum of £7,706,785
is required to meet Government expenditure during the next two months. When
submitting details of Supply, the Treasurer always supplies a comparative
statement, which means nothing. I say
that because for several years I had to
introduce the Supply Bills in this House.
The method followed appears to be that
the total expenditure for a year is
divided by six, and the resulting figure
is compared with the estimated sum required for the ensuing two months.
Naturally, there are always considerable
variations in the various items, because
the average expenditure for any two
months in a year will never be the same
as that for a future two months.

In some items in Ithe Supply list, there
are considerable increases in the anticipated expenditure, while in other items
there are decreases; this means' nothing.
The total estimated expenditure for the
year is the important factor. Unfortunately, the Treasurer will budget for
the cost of the administration of the
various Departments, but then unforeseen expenditure is incurred. Frequently,
that is due to determinations by the
Teachers Tribunal, or awards covering
employees of the Public Service or the
Railway Depafltment. Often, this involves the payment of hundreds of
thousands of pounds in excess of the
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estimates. It is 'essential that Supply be
granted and I do not oppose the passing of the Bill.
The HOD. A. 1\1. FRASER (Melbourne
North Province).-I think it is customary to wait until the Committee stage
to discuss details in connection with particular Departments, but, for certain
personal reasons, I wish to make brief
observations on a few items, the first
being in regard to the Premier's Department. I ascevtained to-day that the
Royal Commission on the Communist
party cost £35,000. I shall have something to say on that later. My second
point is in regard to the report of the
Royal Commissioner and the method by
which it was given to the press !{:wo or
three days before the election. I have
in my possession two reports, and I
shall ask at a later stage which is the
proper report.
The Hon. J. H. LIENHoP.-The new
Government could not have given you
a copy of that report.
The Hon. A. M. FRASER.-I am not
referring to Ithe new Government. I
have no doubt that if the present Government had been in office at the time,
it would have waited until it received
the proper report and would not, for
political purposes, have released it in
indecent haste to a section of the press.
The only other matter I wish to mention
concerns the Minister representing the
Minister of Transport, who, I· belieVe,
is also the Minister in Charge of Prices.
I ask him to refer to yesterday's newspapers in which it is reported that city
picture theatres will incre,ase the prices
of front stalls. I could not gather from
the newspaper report the amount by
which it was proposed to raise the
charges. I invite the Minister to look
into the matter and consider whether
theatre charges should not be controlled.
The last Government was a Ministry of
decontrol, but we hope that the Government now in office will be a Government of control.
The HOD. P. L. COLEMAN (Melbourne West Province).-I support the
Bill, the passing of which is necessary,
as was pointed out by Sir James Kennedy, to enable the Government to carry
on its funotions during the next two
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months. That is understandable, because the Government is of recen't
vintage and requires time to prepare
its legislative programme. The fact
that the Government has asked for Supply for only two months indicates that
it intends to meet Parliament at the
earliest opportunity.
The only item on which I require an
explanation is in relation to the proposed
expenditure of £113,500 by the State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission,
mainly for the removal of drift sand in
the Mallee and Wimmera areas. In 1945,
I raised the same question, because 01
the tremendous amount of money being
spent every year for that purpose. In
spi te of the fact tha t the matter had
been mentioned on several occasions, the
previous Government took very little
action. I trust that the Government now
in office will do som~hing to curtail
this extraordinary expenditure, particularly as the Leader of the Government
in ,this House is interested in the Wimmera and Mallee areas.
The financial policy of the Government is not yet known to members of
this House. I read in the Governor's
Speech that the previous Government expected a surplus at the end of the current financial year. That was interesting because ever since that Government
took office, it ended each financial year
with a deficit. On many occasions, I
raised objections 'to its financial policy.
I realize the financial limitations placed
on the State Government under uniform
taxation in framing its financial programme. I have no objection to the
funding of a deficit, provided it is not
caused by extravagant expenditure. The
deficits of the previous Government,
which were funded, were brought about
through extravagant administration. It
is to be hoped ,that under the new regime,
and I have in mind the ancestry of the
Treasurer, the Government's financial
policy will be much more economical.
I congratulate the Government on its
attainment of office. I offer my congratulations to its four representatives in this
Chamber who, doubtless, are aware of
the tremendous responsibility that has
been thrust upon them. I hope .that they
will carry out their duties efficiently and
in the best interests of the State. In
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congratulating them, I think I can
speak also for my colleagues.
We
offer the members of the Government
our assistance and co-operation. We
hope that they will bring forward
legislation which will be of benefit to the
whole community.
Therormer Government had no right
to occupy the Treasury bench. In 1947,
it engineered the dismissal of the Cain
Administration, which had done an
excellent job. The dismissal of that
Government was effected by the refusal of this House to grant Supply
-an act which I can describe only
as one of political burglary. Not only
did ,the previous Government engineer
the downfall of the Cain Ministry
but, during the election in November~
1947, its members misled the people by
introducin:g into the campaign an issue
whioh had no relation to State politics.
In other words, members who comprised
the previous Government were afraid to
face the electors solely on State issues
and to depend for their support on their
past records and their future policy.
We support the Country pa~ty Government because we believe it is the only
party which can provide stable government. The previous Government was
unable to do that because it was a
minority party, just as is the Country
. party. The Labour party in its endeavour to honour its pledges to the
people to provide stability of government in Victoria, decided to support
the lesser of two evils.
For ilia t
reason it is supporting the Country party
Government in. the hope that it will enact
legislation for the benefit of the State.
The' Liberal Government was unable to
give stahle administration owing to
intrigue and dissension within its own
ranks.
In 1947, the Liberal party appealed to the people to support it, and
before the elections it formed a pact
with the Country party. It entered the
election campaign as a minority party,
having no more members at that time
than has the Country party in another
place at present. To the surprise of
everybody, induding its own members.
that Liberal party was returned as the
dominant party in Parliament.
A
coalition Government was formed. The
greatest act of political treachery that

144

Oonsolidated Revenue

rCOUNOIL.l

has taken place was the aBoca tion of
portfolios in that coalition Government.
That was the rock upon which that
Ministry eventually foundered.
The Liberal party being the dominating force at that time endeavoured to
injure the prestig.e of the Country party
by allocating to .it portfolios of
secondary importance.
The Deputy
Premier in that Government, Colonel
W. S. Kent-Hughes, held the two major
port,folios of Transport and Education,
although there were in the Ministry
proved 'administrators, in the persons of
the late Sir Albert Dunstan, Mr. Hyland,
and Mr. Lienhop, who were given portfolios of an inferior nature. No person
with a sense of decency would accept
that position. Later, the Liberal party
endeavoured to discredit their coalitionists on every occasion. U1timately, they
forced the Country party Ministers to
leave the Government. The next step in
the endeavour of the Liberal party to
provide stable government was by
political bribery to induce some members
of the Country party in the Assembly to
leave that party to join the ranks of the
Liberal party. Four members accepted
the bait and fell into the trap.
The PRESIDENT (Sir Clifden Eager).
---'Does not the honorable member think
he is going beyond the scope of a Supply
Bill in dealing with personal matters, as
distinct from general cr.iticism of the
Government?
The Han. P. L. COLEMAN.-I am
endeavouring to criticize the Government which was recently put out of
office, and to build up the prestige of the
present Administration.
The PRESIDENT.-I follow that, but
I suggest that it is too remote from the
scope of this Bill to make animadversions
upon particular persons, and particularly
members of the Legislative Assembly.
The Hon. P. L. COLEMAN.-I do not
desire to particularize, but to prove that
it was impossible for the Liberal party
Government to provide stable government.
The PRES1DENT.-That will be in
order.
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The Hon. P. L. COLEMAN.-l was
proceeding to say that certain members
of the Country party were en ticed to
leave that party and increase the number
of the Liberal party. We know that one
of those members received the fate he
deserved, and the writing is on the wall
for two others. The ne~t a:ct in the
drama was the absence from the State
of the former Minister of Housing and
the temporary appointment to that
posUi'On of the member for Swan Hill
in the other House. That appoint.ment
led to discontent among the Government's supporters. Despite official statements that the housing problem was
well in hand, the Acting Minister
brought forward a plan which indicated
to his Cabinet colleagues and the people
generally that the Minister of Housing
had failed in his endeavours. The Acting
Minister's plan was designed to meet all
housing shortages and the Hipworth
plan, as it was termed, was submitted to
the Premier and subsequently approved
by Cabinet.
In effect, that approval was a vote of
no confidence in the Minister of Housing,
whu was absent on a " television" crui,se.
Possibly the honorable gentleman regretted that television was not more
advanced in Victoria; then he could have
wa'tched more closely the activities of
the Acting Minister of Housing. On the
return 'Of the Minister of Housing, the
scene changed. Cabinet repudiated the
Hipworth plan and supported the
Minister, who previously had been condemned for havingiailed to solve the
housing problem. The next step taken
by the Government was the di'smissa,l of
two of its supporters which reduced its
effectiveness in the Legislative Assembly.
I have quoted those instances to indicate why we of the Labour party support
the party which we beUeve can give !the
State staMe government. Another reason
why we support the present Administration is the failure of the former Government to carry out the promises that irt
made to the people in 1947. I -shall
enumerate some of thos'e ,promises to indi'cate how the former Government failed
administratively. J:n the first place, I
shall refer to the subject of housing. Claims have been made that the
housing pr'Oblem has been solved. I disagree with that v,iew, because I believe
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the problem is as acute now as it was
when the ,former Government assumed
office some two and a half years ago. The
former Minister of Housing has claimed
that 15,000 houses were ,erected last year
and that 18,000 are being built this year.
In my opinion, that is merely a guess. I
queried the Minister's figures previously
beeause I wanted to know how he had
arrived at them. When I had some
Ministerial responsibility in this matter,
I tried to arrive at a figure that would
indicate the number ·of houses being bunt
throughout the State.
First, I tried to obtain returns from
builders. That method proved to be ineffeC'tive, because many builders were so
busy that they could not comply wi,th my
request. Others refused to wa'ste their
time furnishing reports to the Minister of
Housing. Then. the Labour Administration took the number of permits issued
by the Building Dire'ctora te and added
the number issued by local councils. That
method also proved ineffective. Then, in
collaboration with cer1tain institutions
and organizations, we tried to check the
sewerage connecti'ons made by the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works. Unless the former Minister of
Housing devised a new· technique, I faB
to see how he could truly claim that a
definite number of houses have been
built throughout the State in the last
two or three years.
The conditions existing at Watsonia
are an indictment of the housing policy
of the former Government. It should
have provided better Jiving conditions at
that emergency housing location. The
mouthpiece of the Liberal party, the
Sun News-Pictorial, condemned the conditions which were so bad as to lead to
the death Of a child.
I shall now discuss the prefabrication
of houses, in which matter the last
Government failed miserably. PrefabricaHon can ,make a worth-while contribution to the problem of overcoming the
hous'ing shortage. The first attempt to
provide ready-made homes was the
journey abroad of the former Deputy
Premier, then member for Kew in the
Legislative . Assembly, who went to
England to investigate the possibilities
of importing houses. He took with him
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a prominent member of the building
trades organization in Melbourne, a competent man who -is well respected in his
profession.
The report furnished to the previous
Government by its Deputy Leader was in
contradiction of that presented by .the
eJCpert.
The fact remains that the
houses that the Deputy Leader recommended should be purchased were a
complete failure. They were too expensive and it was difficult to assemble them
here. .In my opinion, a greater contribution would have been made to the overcoming of the housing shortage if the
previous Government had concen tra ted
on the prefabrication of houses in Victoria. Numbers of builders in this State
are keen to undertake that work,
and some are doing so under extreme
difficulties.
The Government should
have encouraged them by guaranteeing
continuity of supplies. That would have
meant the building of homes more expeditiously and economically than importing them from abroad.
I now wish ,to comment on the supply
of building materials, which plays such
an important part in the housing programme. The former Government concentrated upon importations.
When
the relevant Bill was before this Chamber, I said that I did not oppose .the
Government's policy, provided that it
encouraged local manufacturers to increase their supplies. If that had been
done I would not have been uttering
criticism to-night. However, I am sorry
to say that reports have indicated that
materials are still being imported, and
some are of poor quality. They are
costly and may be termed expensive
luxuries. At the same time local brick
and tile manufacturing industries and
others are not working to full capacity
owing to lack of co-operation on the part
of '1Jhe former Government.
I refer particularly to 'the distributior.
of fuel, which underlies the successful
manufacture of building materials. Last
week, a prominent member of ,the building industry informed me that two colliers arrived in Melbourne, the Fitzroy
and the Age, with about 16,000 or 17,000
tons of coal. Although the building industry required only 770 tons to maintain its output for a· week, not 1 ounce
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was allocated from those shipments t·.)
assist it. That is a severe indictment of
a Government 'that professed to be interested in the solution of the housing
problem.
The position in respect of fuel has become tragic. During its term of office,
the former Government received more
coal from New South Wales than did
the Cain Administration. In addition,
it imported about 800,000 tons, and the
output of brown coal was stepped up to
20,000 tons a week, yet the industries
responsible for the manufaoture of building materials are short of fuel. They have
also suffered from lack of man power.
At the request of the State Governments,
the Federal Gov'ernment permitted to
enter this country a number of displaced
persons, who were to be employed in
the building industry for a term of two
years. In many cases, round pegs were
placed in square holes. Some of them
had never previously been associated
with tHe works or brick yards and,
naturally, they were unaccustomed to
their new surroundings.
Employers
complained of the manner in which these
persons approached their tasks but little
interest was taken in them or their
efforts to comply with the conditions
under which they were permitted to
come here. If the former Government
had made representations to the propel"
authorities the position could have been
remedied and many man-power troubles
could have been overcome.
Price control was given scant consideration by the former Government.
When it altered the name of the
Authority to that of the ,Prices Decontrol
Branch, it hit upon an apt title, and one
in complete accord with its policy. The
rise in the prices of decontrolled items
has been terrific and the impact upon the
cost of living has been so great that
people are entitled to complain. With
decontrolled items such as meat, fish,
breakfast foods, gas, and so on, the rise
in prices has had a serious effect upon
the cost of living, and I contend that the
former Government displayed little interest in the well-being of the people.
The price of fish is significant. One
can learn what has happened in the
metropolitan area by comparing the presen t retail prices with those which operThe Hon. P. L. Coleman.
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ated before the price cutters started to
act. That is an indictment of the previous Government because it indicates
,that the price of fish should have been
controlled at about 20 per cent. less than
was charged before the people who are
trying to break the fish "ring" started
to operate.
Price control was a thing of the past
so far as the previous Government was
concerned. I hope that the present
Government will rename the Prices
Decontrol Branch and call it the Prices
Control Branch. In spite of what is said
by certain people, it is possible to have
some control 'over prices and profits on
commodities, particularly those which
have an effect upon the cost of living.
A great deal has been said about the
development of the La trobe valley.
During .the recent Assembly elections all
the credit for this great socialistic
en:terpr.ise was taken by an anti-Socialist
Government. No particular Government
can take all the credit for the development of the Latrobe valley. The initial
plans were laid by the Cain AdmiIlistration, and when Mr. Lienhop was Minister
in Charge of Electrical Undertakings he
paid a glowing tribute to the work done
by that Government.
In my opinion
some credit must be given to the Cain
Government, and some must also be
given to the Liberal party Government.
However, the claim for the
development of the Latrobe, valley by
one Administration should not be
countenanced by the members of this
Parli:ament or by the people of the State.
Although part of the plan was successfully implemented by the previous
Government the most important part of
it relating to the gasification of brown
coal was completely neglected.
In 1945 a Cabinet sub-committee of
the Cain Government was formed to
investigate the possibilities of developmentof the Latrobe valley, and one
recommendation was that the gasification of brown coal should proceed.
Before the Government was dismissed
from office in 1947 it had adopted the
recommendation 'of the Cabinet subcommittee and had requested the Commonwealth Government to obtain the
services of two expe~ts from abroad to
adv,ise the Government on this important
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project. That was done and the experts
However,
duly furnished their, report.
the previous Government was in office
for two and a half years and the
only contribution it made was to endeavour to hand 'Over to a private enterprise monopoly the responsibility for
the gasification of brown coal. In the
past that monopoly has been unsuccessful in its efforts to provide an efficient
gas supply for the metropolis.
It
has supplied very little gas, and that at
an uneconomical price. It was tragic
that the only effort made to solve Melbourne's gas problem was 110 hand the
responsibility over to the Metropolitan
Gas Company.
I think all parties agree that amending
legisla Hon with regard to the baking of
bread is necessary.
During the recent
election -campaign the Liberal party
blamed the Country party and the
Labour party because no such legislation
had been placed on the statute-book. It
is true that we opposed the measure
introduced by the Liberal party Government. However, we did not disapprove
of the principle but of the method by
which it was intended to implement the
legislation.
We were backed by the
recommendation of the Webber report
and also by that made by the Royal
Commission presided over by Judge
Stretton. If any party can be charged
with responsibility of not placing that
legislation on the statute-book it is the
Liberal party and not the Country party
or the Labour party, because the Governmen't refused to accept the advice of the
majority of members in this Chamber.
The franchise of the Legislative Council is a burning question at present. I
remind honorable members .that the
Liberal par.ty Government refused to
agree to any extension of the present
franchise of the Legislative Council. The
majol'ity ·of members of this House
agreed to a certain widening of the franchise but the Liberal party, although
prof~ssing to be in favour of a certain
amount ,of reform, sabotaged the
measure.
Before the Labour party
agreed to support the Country party it
was found that the Liberal party was
prepared to approve of adult franchise
for the Legislative Council, but that
party failed previously to take advantage
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of its opportunity, in spite of the efforts

of Sir Frank Clarke who urged the
acceptance of the reform contained in
the measure which passed this Chamber.
We are now on the verge of obtaining
the reform we have been seeking for
many years. At last the democrats in
this very august place have seen the
light, and we are well on the way towards getting adult franchise for the
Legislative Council.
I now come to the quest·ion of industrial unrest, which I know is very contentious. During the 1947 election there
was introduced into State politics a
matter which had nothing to do wilth the
States whatsoever, and which I know
you, Mr. President, will not allow me to
mention. The question of dealing with
.industrial unrest was also introduced at
that time. A Liberal party Government
was returned, and it claimed a mandate
to cure the industrial ills of Victoria.
It will be remembered that the Essential
Services Bill was declared an urgent
measure. When the Bill was introduced
into this House 'the party responsible
for its introduotion was informed that
it would never implement the provisions
of that legislation because it would not
have the courage to proclaim the Act.
That prediction came true. During the
life of the Liberal party Government
several industrial disturbances occurred.
One was the gas strike which members
of both the Liberal party and the Country party have cause to remember;
there was the recent tramways strike,
which was the longest tramways strike
in the history of M'elbourne; there was
thp. stop-work meeting of the members
of the Australian Railways Union; and
there was the recent strike at the Housing Commission works at Holmesglen.
If the Liberal party Governm'ent had
carried out its promise to the people and
the 'threats it made when it introduced
the Essential Services Bill none of those
strikes would have occurred and there
would have been no industrial unrest
in Victoria. I should like ,to refer to a
speech made by Sir James Kennedy on
the Essential Services Bill in which he
said-The Bill is an answer to the Communists
and other law-defying sections that wish
to hold the peaceful and law abiding peopl~
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of the community to ransom. The Government was returned with an overwhelming
mandate to enforce law and order, and we
want to get back to the rule of law. The
law of the jungle has been ruled out, and
the Government mandate must be embodied
in the laws of the State. Surely that is
in accord with all democratic principles.

Sir JAMES KENNEDY.-Is there anything wrong with that?
The Hon. P. L. COLEMAN.-There is
nothing wrong with the statement but
it is wrong when promises are not carried out. Many other interesting quotations could be made from the speeches
of Sir James Kennedy and Mr. Warner.
Clauses were' inserted in the Essential
Services Bill providing for secret ballots, and for the infliction of fines from
£50 to £1,000 on persons having any
hand in the starting of a strike without
a secret ballot being held.
Those
provisions were designed to cure all industrial evils, because no strike could
take place unless a secret ballot was held.
The Government was satisfied that if a
secret ballot were held there would be
no strike. However, strikes did take
place, but there were no secret ballots
and the Liberal party Government did
not enforce the Act.
I believe that the present set-up is
admirable and that it will enable
Victoria to enjoy stable gove~nment.
The Labour party had no compuncsupporting
the
Country
tion
in
party
because the
previous
Administration failed in its efforts to provide stable government and to administer the affairs of the State as we thought
they should be administered. The Liberal party was discredited because of
its record during the two and a half
years it held office. It was rejected at
the polls, because it lost a number of
seats and the over-all voting indicated
that the Government did not possess the
confidence of the people. The Labour
party, on an over-all vote, was given a
mandate to have some say in the government ot Viotoria and it has exercised
that right. I believe that there will be
no reason to regret our action, because
the present members of the Ministry
are industrious and are fully a.live to
their responsibilities. I am sure that
what they lack in experience will be
made up in their efforts to do the best
they can in the interests of the State.
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Some criticism has been ·J.evelled
against the agreement made petween the
Country party and ,the Labour party.
If it is fully examined it will be seen
that its terms are very wide and do not
favour any particular party. All the
items contained in the agreement are in
the best interests of ,the State and the
majority of the people. The Labour
party can take credit for the part it has
played in the provision of stable government, because its action has been to give
Victoria good government without
accepting any of the plums of office. I
wish the Government every success. I
have every confidence in it and I am
quite satisfied that at the end of its term
of office everybody will be satisfied with
the job it has done and the service it has
rendered to the majority of the people
of Victoria.
The motion was ag.reed to.
The Bill was read a second time, and
commit'ied.
Clause 1 (Issue and appHcation of
£7,706,785).
'The HOD. D. J. WALTERS (Northern
Province).-I wish to bring under the
notice of the Minister of Education a
question relating to teaching appointments. I understand that when a t'eacher
receives promotion it almost invariably
involves his tTans.f.er to another district.
Often in these days there is no accommodation available for him in that
distriot; therefore he cannot accept his
new position and his promotion lapses.
I understand the Education Department
allows twelve months before a teacher's
promotion lapses.
I had a hard case
brought under my notice during the last
election. A married man with a fam'ily
frequently finds it difficult to obtain a
house, particularly if he needs it in an
area distant from where he is living.
The period of twelve months is an act of
grace, but in many cases is not long
enough.
I suggest that if it is impossible for
a teacher to take his promotion because
he cannot find a house, he should ,still be
entitled to his place on the seniority list,
but without extra pay. If a teacher does
not accept promotion when it is due to
him, some one who is junior to him
moves up to a senior position, which
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means that the teacher concerned must
throughout his service suffer loss of promotion. If, on investigation, the Minister
finds that to be the case, I suggest that
the teacher should be allowed to keep his
place on the sen~ority list and thus be
able to enjoy the higher salary later.
The Hon. A. G. WARNER (Higinbotham Province) .-"1 think I should
answer a few of the allegations of Mr.
Coleman regarding the housing problem.
In the first place, although Ihe has on
several ocoasions suggested that a stalement had been made by me or some one
else that the housing problem was solved
or would be solved, 1 challenge him to
show where anybody other than himS'e.If
has ever said that. What I said was that
the Liberal party Government would
allevia te the housing ,problem. I believe
we did so, and I shall in due course give
facts and figures -to prove it.
Mr. Coleman's next point concerned
statistics of the building and completion
of houses. I agree that there is great
difficulty in obtaining accurate data
of the days on which houses are
completed.
After the Labour Government had left office I consulted the
Commonwealth Sta tisticianon numerous occasions, and we evolved a method
which was substanUally acoura'te over
a reasonable period.
The resul ts
are tabula ted by ta,king figures from
builders and comparing them with
returns furnished by municipal councils
which give approval for buildings and
for the finalization of them. Certainly a
number of builders fail to send in early
returns, and there is, therefore, considerable difficulty in bringing the figures up
to date. The Commonwealth Government
has power to fine builders who do not
furnish reports, and it is for this reason
that the Liberal party Government, instead of relying on inadequate figures as
the previous Government did, obtained
them from the Commonwealth Government. I believe the figures so obtained
are substantially correct, and they would
not lead anybody to believe that not
more houses are being completed to-day
than ever before.
Mr. Coleman went on to say that the
Liberal parity Government had failed to
concentrate on the supply of building
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materials. Be'fore proceeding to deal
with that aspect, I would point out that
houses are not built by speeches or with
wind, but with materials, and the facts
are that during the regime of the Cain
Government, in the year 1946, 5,812
houses were .complet'ed-according to
that Government's unreliable figures. In
the year 1947, which is the year when
that Government went out of office, it
completed 9,562 houses. In the next year,
when the Liberal Government was in
office, there was an increase of 50 per
cent. in the number completed, the total
being 13,580. In order toO cQmplete those .
houses we used ,materials and, as we completed 50 per cent. more houses, it is
reasonable to a:ssume that we used 50
per cent. more materials. In the year
1949, when the Government in which I
was Minister of Housing was getting
into full control, we completed 15,332
houses, which was approximately 75 per
cent. more than the number built in
the best year of the Cain Administration.
I should like to point out again that
those houses were built with materials
-the same kind of materials that were
used to build houses by the Cain Administration-and that the finishing rate was
increased by 60 to 70 per cent. According to the Commonwealth Statis,tician,
who at that time obtained fairly reliable
figures on the subject, we. completed
4,500 houses in the last quarter of 1949.
If honorable members will multiply
4,500 by four they will arrive at the
figure of 18,000 houses completed. At
the present moment, there are 19,750
houses under construction, and from the
previous curve one usually finds that the
number completed closely follows the
number under construction at the time
of finishing. I would think it is quite
reasonable ,to assume that in the year
ending December, 1950, 18,000 houses
will be built. In order to produce the
materials it was necessary for the
Government to institute a plan for importing coal, for increasing deliveries of
coal from other States, and generally
for boosting the availability of materials.
I again emphasize that houses are not
built with wind or words but with
materials.
Now I proceed to the concentration on
Ioca'! materials. 1 do not want to bore
the Committee with figures relating to
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the substantial increases of deliveries
over the ,last two years, but I can give
the figures if honorab.le members want
them. I agree that despite all the
efforts of the last Government sufficient
houses havle not been built. To increase
the number, !that Government was the
first to institute the principle of bringing materials from abroad and subsidizing them. I agree that it is very regrettable indeed that this country, which
has adequate supplies of raw materials,
should be forced by Ithe 40-hour week
and by restriction of output to bring
building materials from the impoverished countries of Europe. The last
Government actually imported materials
in very substantial quantities. 1 believe
tha't the new Minister of Housing, Mr.
Swinburne, will find when he examines
the facts that very large quantities of
materials have been ordered "ahead, sufficient to supply much of the requirements
for the next twelve months. I believe
and hope that he will ma~e good use of
them.
There was some suggestion that the
building industry did not receive adequate supplies of coal. Of course it did
not. The Government allocated the coal
in such a way that during its period of
office there were fewer industrial strikes
and less rationing than Ithere were under
the Cain Administration.
Although
housing was No.1 priority for m'a'terials,
there were other things for which
coal had to be used, 'Such as for
making gas and to supply power for
industry. The building industry received additional quantities of fuel,
whether from New South Wales, by the
developm'ent of brown coal resources, or
from importations, and that resulted in
increased output of tiles, cement, and
other building needs. At the end of
1949, the total stock of cement had been
increased by 25 per cent. I feel that
the Liberal and Country party Government has no apology to make regarding
housing construction or its" handling of
building materials.
I agree that Watsonia camp is not a
good camp, but probably Mr. Coleman
has forgotten that it is the property of
the Commonwealth Government. The
Victorian Governmp.nt tried to negotiate
a long-term lease, and recently, with the
The Hon. A. G. Warner.
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co-operation of the Commonwealth
Liberal Government, some progress has
been made. A considerable sum of
money has been spent in all emergency
camps; 1 cannot give the exact figure,
but it is about £30,000. I have said it
is very regrettable that much of the repairs and" work done in the camps has
been destroyed. The honorable member
will remember that the fire brigade officer who examined the facts at Watsonia found that equipment provided
for fire fighting had been destroyed by
vandalism. New equipment installed a
few weeks later was again cut into small
pieces. If the occupants insist on destroying equipment that has been installed for their protection, it is difficult
for the Government to keep pace with
them. In fairness to the taxpayers, regard must be paid to the money spent
for the protection of people who continue
to destroy whatever is installed. The
record of the Liberal and Country party
Government will stand any investigation
and it must be admitted that it did a
reasonable job.
The Hon. D. J. WALTERS (Northern
Province) .-1 listened with interest to
Mr. Warner's figures on housing. As a
financial man, he knows that figures can
be made to prove almost anything, if one
can get the right figures at the right time
and use them in the correct way. The
figures quoted were those published in
the Liberal party's pamphlet which was
forwarded to every householder in the
State during the recent Assembly election. 1 am not defending the Cain
Government which, it was claimed, in
1945-46, built only 5,000 odd houses.
That was just after the war, while many
men were still in the armed forces and
the Government could not get a start on
anything. In the following year, the
Cain Government increased the number
of houses built by approximately 60 per
cent. The Hollway-McDonald Administra tion in the following year increased
the production of houses by 40 per cent.
The Hon. A. G. WARNER.-That must
have been due to the influence of the
Country party.
The Hon. D. J. WALTERS.-Most
likely it was because, as Mr. Warner
knows, it was a Country party member
who first suggested that coal should be
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imported. Coal is one of the primary
needs of production; therefore the
Country party must be given some credit
for improvements effected. A Liberal
party Government then came into power,
when everything was in full swing, when
men and materials were coming from
England, but it increased the production
of houses by only 10.2 per cent. I know
nothing about the number of houses that
are being built at present, but the new
Minister of Housing shQuld inquire into
the number under construction, and the
cost.
In the country, one cannot get
materials t'O build houses, but in yesterday's Argus I read the following paragraph:BUILDING BOOMS ON PENINSULA.
Mornington Peninsula is experiencing a
building boom.
The area is bounded by Bass Strait on the
south, Westernport on the east, and Port
Phillip on the west.
In Flinders shire for May, 97 building
permits have been issued at an estimated
value of £109,375. This is an all-time record.
Most permits are for holiday homes between Dromana and Portsea.
In Mornington shire, building permits for
May total 26, to the estimated value of
£39,739.

I do not think we should class that kind
of building programme as housing the
people of Victoria, because most of the
houses being built on the Mornington
Peninsula are holiday homes for people
who already have a home in Melbourne.
I realize that we do nQt always get
the truth in the newspapers; the Country
party has had bitter experience in that
direction. If holiday houses are being
built for people who already possess
homes in the metropolitan area, it is
time that class of building was stopped,
or the new houses were taken over and
allotted to occupants of Watsonia and
other emergency housing camps.
The Hon. P. L. COLEMAN (Melbourne
West Province}.-I desire to reply to the
explanation by the ex-Minister of Housing, Mr. Warner, of the figures I quoted
previously.
His arguments substantiate my statement that the figures are
not a correct indication of what
has happened and that a guess has been
made at the number of houses that have
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been built. DUl'ing the recent Assembly
election campaign it was suggested that
Mr. Warner had found the solution of the
housing problem.
Mr. Walters has
quoted the percentages, which indicate
that the record of the Cain Administration was not a bad one. That Governmen t established the Ministry of Housing and the control of building material
supplies, shortly after the cessation of
hostili ties in the last war.
Few new houses were built during the
war and most industries manufacturing
building materials closed down. The
Cain Government was responsible for rehabilitating the brick and tile industries,
which had practically gone into decay
during the war.
It 'Operated from a
standing start, but Mr. Warner's figures,
taken in conjunction with those quoted
by Mr. Walters, indicate that the Cain
Government did an excellent job.
It
laid the foundation upon which the housing organization has been built. It is a
tribute tQ the organization to say that
it is the same now as it was when we
established it. Any credit fQr improvement in the housing position must be
shared by that organization. As I
listened to Mr. Warner, I could be
excused for thinking that he had walked
around with a kit of tools and built
every home himself. He puffed with
pride, but gave little credi't to the people
actually responsible for the improvements effected.
No explanation has been given of what
has become of the coal imported into this
State. The Liberal party Government
received more coal from New South
Wales than did the Cain Administration;
it impoI'ited 880,000 tons of coal and, due
to the initial efforts of the Cain Government, brown coal production increased
from 2,000 to 20,000 tons a week. Something happened during the regime of the
Liberal Administra'tion that did not
happen under the Cain Government; the
building 'materials industry suffered
from a shortage of coal. I shall make
some quotations to substantiate my
statement, one by a colleague of Mr.
Warner, which referred to the "cure
all " policy of the Liberal party Government in the .importation of materials,
and the next on the effect that importation had on the cost of houses.
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This is what was said recently in an
article in the Herald, regarding the
locally~made materialsOddly enough, imports have not made.
easier the supply of comparable Australianmade items.
For example, thousands of tons of galvanized products have been landed in Melbourne
from overseas. Yet it is still impossible to
buy a sheet of IDcally made galvanized iron.
Tens of thousands of feet .of Baltic softwood flooring have been carted into timberyards-but it is virtually impossible to get
100 feet of Australian hardwood flooring
without a wait of three to six months.
Mr. Warner said that he had solved the
problem of building material supply.
The Hon. A. G. WARNER.-I did not say
that.
'f.he Hon. P. L. COLEMAN.-I shall
now quote a statement included in a
comment made by an executive officer
of the Building Industry Congress in
regard to the importation of tiles from
India whi1ch, possibly, may be unsuitable
for Australian or Victorian conditionsTwo and a half million terra cotta and
cement roofing tiles were produced monthly
in Victoria. This figure did not nearly meet
the present need. The Secretary of the
Roofing Tile Manufacturers' Association,
Mr. A. p. Miller, said that manufacturers
were prDducing only two-thirds .of their
plants' capacity. This was mainly caused
by coal and labour shortages.
.
The points I have mentioned are facts.
I am trying to debunk the former
Minister of Housing and his "white
pa:per."
His controversi'es with the
former Assistant Minister, the member
for Swan Hill in the other House,
would lead one to believe that Mr.
Warner had all the answers t'0 the
housing problem.
I do not underestimat'e the -difficulties that will be
experienced by the present Minister
of Housing.
My advice to him is
not to discard assistance offered to
him, not -only by ,members of this
Chamber but by members of the community who are familiar with the industry. If he does that, he will have a
successful term as Minister of Housing.
The Hon. F. M. THOMAS (Melbourne
Province).-I appeal to the Minister of
Housing to take action to improve the
deplorable housing conditions Which
exist in industrial -suburbs. The former
Minister gave very lit'tle time to the
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matter. Not 2 per cent. of the houses
which were inspected by the authorized
inspectors have been r,epaired. Therefore, I ask the present Minister to put
existing legislation into for,ce to compel
.owners t.o repair these dwellings, and for
that purpose to have material'S m-ade
a v,ailable. The former Minister was well
awa're of the deploraWe conditions that
exist in the industrial suburbs. He was
shocked to learn that pe.ople were cO'mpel1ed to live in such hovels. Many of
the houses inspected had been condemned, but I am now referring mainly
to properties which could be improved
by repairs. Very few owners have been
prosecuted because of their failure to
effect repairs to dwellings of this type.
In f,act, I do not think that two prosecutions have .taken place in the last two
and a half years. I appeal to the
Minister to take action to relieve the
present deplorable situation.
The Hon. WILLIAM SLATER (Doutta
Galla Province) .----1 direct the a ttentiQn
of the Minister of Public Works to a
deputation which recently waited on his
predecessO'r. It was represent'ative of
the municipalities of Coburg, Northcote,
Essendon and Brunswick. It presented
a c.onvincing case in relation to the
serious condition of bridges adjoining
those municipalities. The engineer of
the City of Brunswick submitted a series
of photogr.aphs and plans to indicate the
unsafe c.ondition of those vital bridges
on the arterial roads in the municipalities
which I have mentioned.
I have
travelled over most parts of Victoria, and
I can say without fear of contradiction
that the bridges in question are probably
more dangerous than any others in any
part o'f the State. Some of these bridges
were constructed 70 0'1' 80 years ago.
A bridge between Brunswick and
Essendon, which I cross frequently, is
also in an unsafe conditi.on. It is surprising that there has been almost a complete
absence of serious accidents at these
places. The cost O'f repairing these
structures is beyond the financial
capacity of the municipalities concerned
and they should be assisted. It is a fact
that much of the traffic over the bridges
is fr,om other .parts of the Sta'te. Therefore, it is unreasonable to ask the individual municipalities to beaT the cost
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of reconstruction. The deputation which
waited on the Minister's predecessor
iiought assistance, possibly by an amendment of the Country, Roads Board Act,
to permit of the municipalities concerned
being given financial or other assistance.
The former Minister of Public Works
stated that he was impressed with the
case presented, and that he would
seriously consider the request. 1 trust
that he will inform the present Minister
of the facts submitted to him, so that it
will be unnecessary for the deputation
to repeat the representations. 1 ask that
consideration be given to the granting
of early relief to the municipalities concerned.
The Hon. P. J. KENNELLY (Melbourne West Province) .-1 wish to discuss item No. 70 appearing on the
Supply sheet, which refers to works and
buildings. 1 ask the Minister of Public
Works to peruse ,the files in his Department relating to the prevention of
erosi'On on the foreshore and the provision of amenities. He will see that a
complete' scheme has been put forward
so that this vital question may be tackled
in a proper way. The ground work has
already been done, and representatives
of municipaHties have agreed to the
plan. There will be sufficient money to
carry it out with assistance from the
sum 'Of £100,000 that is to be provided
annually from loan money for works of
this character. The implementation of
the plan will mean that our fore shores
will be a credit to the State.
1 think the Government will agree that
it is not right to expect that municipalities whose areas abut on to the foreshores should be asked to pay for ~ll
amenities on the beaches. 1 have previously mentioned that when a census
was taken at Albert Park, near the ter-'
minus of the South Melbourne tramline,
it was found that 72 per cent. of the
people then on the heach were not
residents of that I'Ocality.
All municipalities should contl'ibute to the cost
of providing necessary facilities. Unless
speedy action is taken, we will merely
drif.t along as we have done for years.
With few exceptions, the beaches are a
disgrace; they lack dressing rooms,
shelter sheds and other conveniences.
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I do not wish to be critical of munioipalities bordering the f'Oreshores, and
it is not fair to expect them to provide
the money to carry out essential works;
in fact, it would be impracticable for
them t'O do so. I urge the Minister to
study the scheme I have mentioned, and
to discuss it with the 'Officers of his
Depar.tment. I do not ask the honorable
gentleman to foHow the plan blindly, but
to have something done of a lasting
nature which will improve our beaohes
and protect our foreshores. I know that
the work cannot be carried out in one or
two years, but a proper scheme should
be laid down.

The Labour Governmen t provided
£100,000 a year out of loan money for
works of this nature, and I understand
that that was done also by the previous
Administration. It is the respon~ibility
of the Crown to pay for the cost )f
works that will prevent erosi'On, and it
is the responsibility of all municipalities
to finance the provision of necessary
amenities on our beaches. The Minister
should inspect the deplorable conditions
which now obtain. Certain municipalities may object t'O contributing to the
cost of the scheme.
It is remarkable
that those that objected in the first
place had tram routes running direct
from their municipaliUes to the foreshore. 1 am concerned in ensuring
that a plan is prepared. I am not
like the former Minister of Housing
because 1 think it is wise to plan.
There has been so much give and take
within the last few days that the party
to which 1 belong has been overwhelmed.
1 am sorry that 1 did not know as much
last week .as 1 know now, because I think
1 could have had this House abolished.
1 am certain ,that the Liberal party
would have agreed to that pr.oposal if
it had meant its get~ing back to where
it was.a month ago.
The Hon. A. G. WARNER.-Take care
you do not fall into the sea and drown.
The Hon. P. J. KENNELLY.-That
might suit Mr. Warner. He did not
achieve his desire to remain ,in the
Government for life.
Members of the
Liberal party thought they were the only
people qualified to occupy the Treasury
bench, and that it was 'their birth right.
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The Hon. A. G. WARNER.-Do you
not think that is correct?
The Hon. P. J. KENNELLY.-If I
agreed with what Mr. Warner said I
would not only think it, I would helieve
it, but I am pleased to say that I do not
when I k~ow who are occupying the
Treasury bench.
The Hon. A. G. WARNER.-They will
be there for as long as you want them.
The Hon. P. J. KENNELLY.-If the
ante" is bumped a little we might think
again. I ask the Minister of Public
Works to exam-ine the files dealing with
prevention '0f beach er'0sion because I
am anxious that s'0mething concrete
I do n'0t like
should be d'0ne.
things being done in a manner
that is not a credit to the Administration. If water undermines a
fence on the foreshore a gang is hurried
down and a brick wall is erected, but
that is not the way the affairs of State
should he carried on. I trust that the
Government will introduce a similar
measure to that which I hoped would
have been brought forward in 1947.
Irrespective of the opinions of ,some
councils which do not believe they have
the same responsibility as those nearer
the f'0reshore, aU municipalities have
some responsibility for putting our
beaches in a more attractive condition.
OJ

The Minister will find that our scheme
provided that ratepayers in the bayside
municipalities should pay a rate of l!d.
in the £1, those under the Melbourne
City Council a penny, and those in
outside municipalities a halfpenny. A
resident of Caulfield whose house was
rated at £80 would be expected to pay
only 3s. 4d. a year. Surely ratepayers
would be prepared to pay that amount
to establish a fund for all time to keep
our beaches in such a condition that
every person could derive the' utmost
'benefit and relaxation. I do not agree
with Mr. Warner, who becomes wild
every time he thinks of the 40-hour
week. That is the law of the land, and
if we do not provide means for people
to spend their leisure a percentage of
the population will follow pursuits which
are ,not in their interests nor in the
iriterests of Australia. Improved facili-
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ties on our beaches will benefit the
health of our people, particularly the
young children.
The Hon. P. L. COLEMAN (Melbourne
West Province).-I wish to raise the very
important question of municipal finance.
It has been mentioned on many occasions and promises were given by the
previous Minister of Public Works that
an attempt would be made to grapple
with the problem. In the Melbourne
West Province there are six municipal
councils vitally interested, because they,
as well as others, are seriously embarrassed financially by circumstances over
which they have no control. Over the
last few years there has been an increase
in the cost of materials, the wages bill,
and also in many other overhead
charges. I have gone to some trouble to
secure figures from certain municipal
councils in the Melbourne West Province, and after a study of those figures
I do not feel that an increase in the rate
is the whole solution. nor do I believe that
an increase in valuations will solve the
problem. In my opinion the latter method
is W'0rse than an increase in the rate, because it would mean double taxati'0n as
the amount contributed to the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
is increased.

Over the years the councils ha ve
undertaken responsibilities which sh'0uld
be accepted by the State Government. I
shall quote the case of Williamstown,
which is typical of all other municipalities. In that city the rate is 2s. 9d. in the
£1, the annual revenue being £50,000.
From that sum is paid approximately
£15,000 in contributions to the Metr'0Politan 'Fire Brigades Board, the Infectious
Diseases Hospital, free libraries, free
kindergartens,
and
infant welfare
centres. I believe the State should
accept responsibility for financing
these organizations. A promise was
made some time ago that State
properties which were exempt from
municipal rating would be brought under
the jurisdiction of municipal councils,
but nothing has been done in that regard.
Williamstown has been affected t'0 the
extent of approximately £15,000 by nonrateable properties of which £11,000 is
attributable to State-owned property.
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I also believe that the Country Roads
Board should be induced to give consideration to the taking over of main
roads in the metropolitan municipalities,
because much of the traffic passing over
the roads is of no benefit to the municipality charged with the responsibility of
maintenance. I hope that .the new
Minister will take an early opportunity to give consideration to this
important matter.
I suggest that
a special committee be appointedI mean a committee not of parliamentarians, but of experts in municipal
finance-1o make a thorough investigation and furnish a report to the Government. The present Minister has a wide
knowledge of municipal finance, and I
believe he will give the subject the
earnest consideration it deserves.
The H(\D. J. H. LIENHOP (Bendigo
Province).-I take this opportunity, as
an ex-Minister of Public Works, of
acknowledging with satisfaction the
valuable contribution made by municipal
councils to local government in this
State. In Australia we have a national
Parliament, State Parliaments, and
municipal councils, but of the three I
think local government is nearest to the
people and so provides the backbone 01
the citizenship of the country. I, therefore, concur with Mr. Coleman in drawing the attention of the Minister of Public Works to the ever-increasing necessHy for creating an authority to investigate thoroughly the ramifications, resources and finances of local government. I suggest that he should convey to
his Government a proposal to appoint a
Commission in perpetuity, to report to
the Minister on the reforms tha t
may be necessary from time to
The idea has been applied
time.
successfully in other parts of the world.
If we wish to preserve local government
the time has arrived when serious attention should be given to this question. I
hope that in the interests of Iocal government something will be done.
Sir JAMES KENNEDY (Higinbotham
Province).-Having been the former
Minister of Public Works I think
I should say so.mething in reply
to certain ,criticism of the previous
Government on its administration of
local government.
First, it should
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be pointed out that there is a
Municipal Association of Victoria and a
Municipal Associaltion of Australia. The
Australian association carried a resolution and, as a result, a deputation came
to me two or three months ago to urge
the appointment of a Commission to investiga te the responsibilities of local
If honorable
governing authorities.
members wiH read the Governor's Speech
they will see that the previous Government promised to set up such a CommISSIOn. I assume the present Government will carry out ,that promise. I can
claim thalt for the two and a half years
when I was Minister of Public Works I
endeavoured to do more for local government than any other Minister had done.
I was the first Minister to persuade a
Government to pay rates on all Government residences occupied by Government
employees. I also persuaded the Government to agree to pay the cost of the construction of private streets in front of
Government properties. Formerly, if
there was a new subdivision and the
Government built a school in the middle
of it, the abutting owners had to pay
their share of the cost and the municipal
council had to pay the portion that
should have belonged to the Government.
Municipal councils are asked to do
,things for which they should not be responsible, and costs are increasing so
much that something must be done to
relieve them. Mr. Slater spoke about
bridges in Coburg, NoI'tthcote, Essendon,
and Brunswick. The municipalities there
presented an excellent case. They have
five bridges which carry buses plying
from Heidelberg to Essendon aerodrome,
Moonee Valley racecourse, and other
places. They are cheap, narrow bridges
on wide streets. It will cost £150,000 to
rebuild them.
The Minister should
look at the plans and photographs submitted by the representatives of the
councils. I suggested to the former
Government that it should accept responsibility for 50 per cent. of the cost.
I claim that country municipalities
have never previously received so many
subsidies as were paid by the previous
Government. I travelled 60,000 miles in
motor cars to visit municipalities and to
try to help them. I reaUze their difficulties, and know that road construction
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costs are against them. I trust that the
present Minister will be as enthusiastic
and earnest as I have been to relieve
their burdens. The first step is to define
their responsibilities. I urge the setting
up of an expert Commission to do that,
and to re'commend hoQW finance shoOuld be
provided and to what extent the State
should assist. I have no apology to make
for all I have tried to do for the municipalities.
The Hon. P. J. KENNELLY (Melbourne West Province) . -There should
be no discussion as to who was the Minister who attempted to assist the municipalities. I do not say it because I was
once Minister of Public Works, but I
believe that everyone who has held
that office has attempted to do what
he thought was right and proper. The
trouble I found was 'thaf there were, as
there still are, far too many local councils. Even in the suburbs of Melbourne
the councils should be grouped together,
three, four or more in a group. What
might have been the best method of
local government 60 years ago is now
outmoded. The very shrewd business
men in this Chamber so heartily spoken
of by my colleague, the unofficial Leader,
an hour or so ago, applaud the amalgamation of big business firms. If it is
good for private enterprises to amalgamate, surely amalgamation of municipal
councils would be in the interests of the
people concerned in local government.
After mUnicipalities have paid their commitments for wages, the amount they
have left for works is farcical. It is
true that the Country Roads Board has
done wonderful work in assisting municipalities with grants of money, but I
believe the time is fast coming when
municipalities must be grouped in the
interests of efficiency. Possibly some
people will be hurt in the process, but
tha t is usually the case in every progressive step taken. I have received numerous letters from municipalHies, and what
has been said aboQut the former Minister
of Public Works would probably apply
toO his predecessor in office.
No doubt
after the present Minister of Public
Works has vacated his office, there will
be many things left undoOne.
The Hon. A. G. WARNER.-Will the
new Ministers be permitted to talk?
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The Hon. P. J. KENNELLY.-Mr.
Warner has been very loquacious in his
effort to convince the House that he did
a good job with housing, but Mr. Walters
pricked that bubble. I feel certain that
the new Ministers will be a credit ,to the
State.
The Hon. A. E. McDoNALD.-Your
difficulty may be to stop them.
The Hon. P. J. KENNELLY.-I do not
anticipate any such difficulty. I am noOt
worried about any outbidding, although
the Liberal party did a good job yesterday in that direction.
Last week its
Government produced a Governor's
Speech in which it offered ,a limited franchise for the Council. That was while
the Liberal party was in office, but now
that it is .out of office it is prepared to
let us have the lot. If the Commission
suggested by Sir James Kennedy and Mr.
Lienhop is set up, we may get somewhere in assisting municipalities.
One
has only to drive over the roads within
3 or 4 miles of Melbourne to realize that
existing conditions cannot be permitted
to continue.
The r,oads cannot be improved at present because bi'tumen costs
about £26 a ton to-day, as against £8
a ton before the war. Other costs have
increased proportionately, and it is impracticable for municipalities to carryon
under present conditions.
It is farcical toO think that they must
contribute towards the cost .of the upkeep of the metropolitan fire brigades,
when one considers the dividends paid
to shareholders by the fire insurance
companies.
It is not the desire of
members to place numerous requests
before the new Government and expect
everything to be done immediately, but
we are hopeful that over a period each
request will be dealt with scientifically,
and that for a space of years we shall
have stable administration in Victoria.
The Hon. PAUL JONES (Doutta
Galla Province).-Numerous statements
have been published in the newspapers
recently about the cruelty involved in
bringing animals from the country to the
saleyards and abattoirs at Newmarket. I
have
attended
meetings
at
the
Kensington Town Hall at which protests
have been voiced against a continuation
of the existing state of affairs. People
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living in close proximity to the saleyards
complain of the constant cracking of
whips, the barking of dogs, and the
weird noises emana ting from cattle in
that neighbourhood, all of which make
conditions very unpleasant.
Mothers
are terrified a t the risks tha t their
children take every day in the
neighbourhood. Recently, a terrified bull
caused havoc in the district.
At one meeting at Kensing.ton it was
stated Ithat the streets through which
horses, cattle, and sheep are driven are
left in a disgraceful condition.
When
the saleyards were established at Newmarket, and the abattoirs were built in
close proximity, possibly it was not
envisaged that Melbourne would spread
as quickly as it has done. ]t is not right
that people should be forced to live
under such conditions.
In Sydney the saleyards and abattoirs
are far removed from the metropolitan
area. The problem is linked up with the
question of inland kilHng, which many
primary
producing
organizations
strongly favour.
It is claimed that if
that were done cruelty to animals would
not continue, the metropolitan meat
supply would be improved, and more
railway trucks would be available for the
carriage -of firewood which is so urgently
needed because of the prevaHing seasonal
conditions.
The problems of inland killing and the
removal 'Of the Newmarket saleyards
and the abattoivs are closely interlinked.
I sometimes attend race-meetings at the
Flemington racecourse, and I have
though t what an ideal spot the existing
saleyards would be for a park. This
urgent problem deserves the prompt consideration of the new Government.
Conditions at the Melbourne abattoirs
are far from what one would desire.
The Melbourne City Council has refrained from spending money on necessary improvements pending a declaration by the Government on the future
location of the abattoirs. I have heard
expressions of 'Opinion by residents who
live in the district. They agree that the
yards should be removed and the land
put to more useful purposes. I theref'Ore
trust that the Minister will consider the
matter of the removal of the Newmarket
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saleyards, which would eliminate the
cruelty to cattle' and sheep which n'Ow
occurs when they are being trucked to
Newmarket. When passing the saleyards, I have seen carcasses lying in the
pens. On hot days, when the temperature is about 100 degrees in the shade,
sheep may be seen in the pens, but it is
doubtful whether they have food or
water. The time for the removal of. the
saleyards is long overdue. They should
be shifted far from the city, as was done
in Sydney. I appeal to the new Governmen t to consider the matter.
Sir WILLIAM ANGLISS (Southern
Province).-The removal of the saleyards and the abattoirs as suggested
by Mr. Paul Jones would cost hundreds 'Of thousands of pounds. I c'Ontend
that if expenditure to that extent were
incurred for that purp'Ose, while there is
a shortage of housing accommodation, it
would amount to cruelty to the people.
I consider that the first consideration is
the provision of living accommodation
for the people. Hundreds of thousands
of head 'Of stock which are bought in the
country are trucked past the country
works to Melbourne. Why are they not
treated at places such as Donald, Bendig'O, Ballarat, and Murtoa, which was
closed down? More than £1,000,000 has
been lost in an endeavour t'O 'Operate
abattoirs in the country. That is a
matter which the Country party Government should seriously consider.
It would be in the best interests of the
people and 'Of the State if the Government adopted the policy of having its
saleyards and. abattoirs as near to the
port of shipment as possible. That has
been the experience in Queensland. At
one time, there was a freezing works at
Deniliquin, but it had to be closed down
as it could not be operated 'On a paying
basis. I speak as one who is interested
only in stock. I have no interest whatever in meat works. After 60 years'
experience in the meat industry I w'Ould
recommend that, if it is desired to 'Operate
abattoirs economically, they should be
established as cl'Ose to the port of shipment as pnssible. and not in the interior.
The location of such works in inland
cen tres would be satisfactory pr'Ovided
there was sufficient popUlation to enable
those works to be operated all the year
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round, but if inland freezing works could
be kept in operation for only three or
four months of the year, it would not
only be unprofitable but the country
people interested in stock would pay a
penalty by having to bear higher charges.
Another point is that offal cannot be
handled in the country works to the same
extent as in abattoirs situated near the
port of shipment. At the recent inquiry
in Brisbane, the opinion was strongly
expressed that such works should be set
up as near to the seaboard as possible.
Therefore, I trust that before the
Government approves of expenditure to
open up country works, it should give
serious consideration to my view.
The Hon. F. M. THOMAs.-What
happens in Adelaide?
Sir WILLIAM ANGLISS.-Adelaide is
not a large centre for export. In Melbourne, the industry treats as much
stock in a month as is treated in
twelve months in Adelaide. The Melbourne City Council has been asked
to provide certain amenities at the
city abattoirs, and I am quite in
accord with that proposal. I trust that
the Government will endeavour to have
money spent for that purpose. For
instance, a bridge could be built across
Flemington-road and stock could be
walked into the market. In my opinion,
there will always be cruelty to animals
in stock markets.
That cannot be
avoided, but no one would be more
pleased than I if it could be eliminated.
At present, everything possible is done
in the Melbourne stock market to
prevent cruelty to animals. In the
saleyards every dog is required to be
muzzled S'0 that it may not attack the
animals. In the best interests of the
producers and all concerned, the works
should be kept as near to metropolitan
centres as possible.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works).-I have listened with
interest to all the remarks of honorable
members on the various matters mentioned by them, but I do not propose to
give detailed replies to-night. I assure
them that all their representations have
been carefully noted, and their questions
will be placed before the respective Ministers. Replies will be given in detail to
each honorable member concerned. I
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was particularly interested to hear the
remarks regarding the desire to put local
government on a sounder basis. I assure
honorable members that the Ministry
will do everything possible to achieve
that desirable end.
Some of the bigger questions raised
during the debate may be matters of
Government policy. They also will be
considered, and replies given where
necessary. I thank Sir James Kennedy
for his remarks. He has already discussed with me some of the problems
raised during the debate, and he has
passed to me information in the possession of the Public Works Department.
I shall do my best to ensure that the
Department functions efficiently.
The clause was agreed to, as was
clause 2.
The Bill was reported to the House
without amendment and passed through
its remaining stages.
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE BILL
(No.2).
This Bill was received from the
Assembly and, on the motion of the Hon.
P. T. BYRNES (Minister of Public
Works), was read a first time.
'
SUPERANNUATION BILL.
This Bill was received from the
Assembly and, on the motion of the Hon.
P. T. BYRNES (Minister of Public
Works), was read a first time.
CONSOLIDATED REVIENUE BILL
(No.2).
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works).-I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

The
Supplementary
Estimates
on
account of the financial year 1949-50 are
submitted for the approval of members.
These Supplementary Estimates were
authorized by the previous Administration, and the expenditure incurred thereunder was in no way the responsibility
of the present Government. For the in,formation of honorable members, however, I will enumerate the reasons supplied to me -in respect of the major items
under which increased expenditure is
necessary. The purpose of the Supplementary Estimates is to obtain parliamentary authority under the appropriate
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divisions for expenditure which has been
incurred in excess of that authorized by
the Appropriation Act which was passed
last year. It must be clearly understood
that parliamentary sanction must be obtained under specific items, and, therefore, the amount of the Supplementary
Estimates does not indicate that the
whole expenditure for this year will be
correspondingly increased, as there wHI
be a saving in expenditure under certain
divisiDns.
The supplementary authority now
required is for £2,361,597, of which
£387,000 is on account of increased
salaries and allowances payable to
school teachers, due to ,awards of
the Teachers Tribunal and cost of
living adjustmen'ts as from the 5th
of February, 1950.
The stim' of
£195,000 has been included on behalf of
the Forests CDmmission on account .of
the supply of firewood. This sum is in
addition to the amount of £200,000 provided in the Budget for this purpose.
The additional provisiDn is necessary to
enable the production of firewood to be
continued in .order to ensure adequate
supplies for the winter .of 1950. Camps
were established to provide accommodation fDr new Australians engaged in
firewood .operations. Early in July fast,
in view .of the restrictions imposed upon
railway operations due to the coal strike,
the Government of the day decided to
increase the maximum amount payable
under the road transpoI"t subsidy on
domestic firewood from 15s. to 30s. a
ton. This increased subsidy was necessary to ensure adequate supplies for the
winter of 1949, and provision has been
made in the Supplementary Estimates
for a further sum of £100,000 to meet the
additional cost of the subsidy.
An amount of £389,648 has been included on account of the Railway Department. This additional expenditure
has been caused mainly by the higher
cost of wages due to cost of living adjustments and increases in the basic wage
and various awards affecting wages, travelling and incidental expenses. The increased cost of fuel and other materials
has also involved additional expenditure.
Hospital maintenance costs increased
very m'aterially during the year mainly
as the result of wages awards and higher
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costs of materials. It was found necessary to prDvide substantially additional
funds to enable hospital committees to
meet their commitments. Provision has
therefore been ,made for a further grant
of £1.50,000 to the Hospitals and Charities
Fund.
Cost of living aUowances were increased from the 5th of February, 1950,
consequent upon a variation in the Commonwealth Arbit'ra'tion Court's "C"
series index of retail pr.ices, and this
accounts partly for the increase required
under the appropriate salary divisions in
the Estimates. I,have now explained the
items necessitating increased ,provision,
and I leave the measure to the consideration of the House. I trust that members
will afford the Bill a speedy passage.
The Hon. W. J. BECKETT (Melbourne
Province) .-It is not my intention to
discuss this measure, which is really beyond our control. The money has been
expended, and the Bill is in the usual
form for our acceptance. I advise honorable members to pass it.
The Hon. P. L. COLEMAN (Mel~
bourne West Province).-I support the
sanctioning of the Supplementary Estimates which I do not intend to d1scuss
at length, principally because the
present Government assumes no responsibility for them.
Had there not
been a change of Government, I
should have offered strong criticism
about the amount of the Supplementary
Estimates exceeding £2,000,000. I should
have discussed the provision of £195,000
for the Forests Commission in connection with the supply of domestic firewood. That indicates bad budgeting
because the supply of firewood is not
applicable to this year only. It has been
provided for a number 'of years, and the
former Government should have known
what sum of money would be required
when it prepared its Budget. Other
items also call for criticis'm but, in the
circumstances, I offer no comments.
The Hon. WILLIAM MacAULAY
(Gippsland Province).-I do not desire
to debate the merits of the Bill. I rise
chiefly to make a suggestion to the
Government. In this Chamber last week
an int'eresting ceremony took place on
the occasion of the opening of ParliaJllent by His Excellency the Governor.
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At that time, this Chamber was crowded
by approximately 600 or 700 interested
onlookers and, if more tickets had been
issued, many others would have liked
to attend. When all is said and done,
thase few hundred people represent but
a small proportion of the electors in this
State but the attendance is indicative
of the tr,emendous public interest in the
ceremony.
Although tha t ceremony
is characterized by simplicity, it is
carried out with a great deal of dignity
and respect.
It has ·occurred to me tha t if
the Government were prepared to
arrange for the official opening of Parliament to be braadcast by radiO', the
already great interest in the ceremony
wauld be widened cansiderably, and the
public would be given a more intelligent understanding of the procedure. I
am sure that many people in distant
parts of the State would listen attentively to a good running description of
the 'events prior ,to 'the reading of the
Governor's Speech. I commend the idea
to the Minister of Public Works for
future consideration.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time and
passed through its remaining stages.
SUPERANNUATION BILL.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works) .-1 moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

r am

happy to have been associated with
the Government which in 1947 introduced a Bill to increase the superannuation payments to public servants by 25
per cent., and to be associated with the
present Government which is again
raising those payments by a similar
amount. This measure goes a little
further inasmuch as it now brings in
children for the first time. It is a
small measure which has been drafted
with clarity. All it does is to implement
a promise made by all parties during
the recent election campaign that the
benefits now provided by the Superannuation Act would be increased by 25
per cent. on the base rate. The original
superannuation scheme was framed on
a unit basis; that is a unit of pension
was fixed at £26 and the number of units
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for which an officer could contribute was
regulated according to his rate of salary. From the 2nd of January, 1948,
the value of the original unit was raised
by 25 per cent. to £32 lOs. This measure
raises the value of each unit by a further
25 per cent.-that is, up to £39. In the
case of children, no increase was granted
under the 1948 legislation and the pension remained ·at £13 a year in respect
af each child under the age of sixteen
years. This Bill proposes to increase
the children's pension to £19 lOs., which
is an increase of 50 per cent. The increase will operate as from the 30th of
June, that being the commencement date
of the pension period. The increased
cost for the first financial year will be
£270,000.
I have briefly outlined the scope of
the Bill. I apologize for introducing it
at this late hour, but if its passage were
delayed, the, increased pension payments
could not commence on the desired date
and many deserving people would be deprived of benefit for a few weeks. Therefore, I ask honorable members to realize
the urgency of the situation and to
ensure ,to the Bill a speedy passage.
I shall now give a brief explanation of
the clauses. Sub-clause (2) of clause 1
fixes the commencing date as the 30th 0 1£
June, 1950. Sub-clause (1) of clause 2
restates the salary groupings as in the
present Act, but .alters the value of the
units to conform to the new rate of £39
per annum. In sub-clause (2) there is a
consequential amendment, which alters
the amount of the charge to the Government of the cost of a unit from threefifths to' two-thirds.
Sub-clause (3 )
relates to' the apportionment of the cost
where the officer is contributing 'at a
concession rate. When the scheme was
passed in Novemlher, 1925, officers who
were then over the ag'e of 30 years were
permitted to contribute far up to four
units at the rate for age 30, the Government taking the charge for the deficiency.
Sub-clause (4) contains a consequential amendment. Sub-clause (5) raises
the child's pension from £13 to £19 lOs.
Sub-clauses (6), (7) and (8) are also
consequential amendments and explain
themselves. Clause 3 relates to persons
who are now in r~ceipt of pensions. It
increases the pension generally by 20 per
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cent., that is, 25 per cent. on the bas,e
rate--and children's ·pensions by 50 per
cent.
At the 30th of June, 1949, the number
of contributors was 31,370. For the year
194~9 the contributions by officers
amounted to £783,000 and by the
Treasury £1,032,000.
The sum of
£11,000,000 is in the fund as present.
The number of pensions in force on the
30th of June, 1949, were because of age,
4,143, ill-health, 2,453, widows, 4,294, and
children 604. I hope that honorable
members will give this measure a speedy
passage.
The Hon. \\-T. J. BECKETT (Melbourne
Province).-I think all honorable members can agree with very litde discussion
to the spirit of this measure. It is
a partial recognition of what is the
just due of perslons dependent upon
superannuation. However, it raises a
very big question with which I do not
propose to deal at this juncture, as time
and circumstances will not permit. All
r can say is that the position of the value
of the Australian £1 is of no credit
to our community. Our currency is
ashamed to show its face outside the
3-mile limit, because it is despised and
rejected. In my opinion, the cause of
the present inflation is largely one of
political expediency.
H is a very big
subject indeed and possibly at a later
stage of ,the session there will be an
opportunity to deal with it.
Although this measure provides partial
justice to those who draw pensions, what
is the position of those tens of thousands
of people who have invested their
savings in annuities and life assurances?
Millions of pounds have been invested by
people who are now receiving a return
of only about 8s. in the £1. As I stated
previously, it is l'argely a matter of political expediency by both the Federal and
the State Governments.
However, I
recommend this measure to the House as
a partial attempt to remedy the injustice
tha t now prevails in regard to the
Australian £1 note.
The Hon. A. E. McDONALD (SouthWestern Province).-I support the Bill.
I was somewhat surprised to hear the
Leader of the House apologize for bringing it on at this stage. I am sure that all
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honorable members, particularly the
members of the party to which I belong,
would have been keenly disappointed had
the Minister not brought this measure
forward to-night. It is most important
that it should be passed without delay.
Briefly the history of the Bill is that just
prior to the Assembly election the then
Premier mentioned in his policy speech
that such a Bill as this would be introduced. As Premier he had the advantage
of making the first policy speech, and it
was only natural and quHe proper that
the Leaders of the other parties should
follow the lead he gave on the subject
rna tter of this measure. Therefore the
Bill is one that has the a'pproval of the
three polit:ical parties in this State. It
could not be disapproved by any fairminded person.
The measure was prepared by the former Government prior
to an event that occurred earlier this
week, and I .congra tula te the Leader of
the Government in this House and the
Government for adopting it in toto.
The object of the Bill has been explained by the Minister. It increases the
superannuation payments to pensioners
by 20 per cent., and so far as children
are concerned there is a 50 per cent.
increase, the reason being that in 1948
the rate for children remained unchanged when other recipients of superannuation received an increased rate.
The Bill is necessary because of the
changing value of the £1. It would be
unjust -if people who contributed a certain amount, believing that they would
receive a particular payment that would
enable them to purchase a certain quantity of goods, discovered that, owing to
the efHuxion of time accompanied by
changing values, they were able to purchase consider,ably less. The right of the
individual has been preserved in that
no increased contribution is required
from the person entitled to superannuat'ion, since the increase is borne by the
Government. At this stage, rather than
apologise to the House, I desire to say to
the Government, and more particularly
to the Leader of the Government, how
much my party appreciates the measure.
We will do out utmost to give it a speedy
passage, and we commend it to the
House.
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(Mel-

bourne West Province) .-On behalf of
the party of which I am a member, I
intimate my concurrence in the measure
and commend the Government fQr bringing it forward so early in its political
life.
As the Minister of Public Works
has Isaid, i't is necessary that the Bill
should be passed to-night, and I can
assure him that my colleagues and I will
give him every assistance in that regard.
I do nat want to have it thought, as
might be assumed from the remarks of
Mr. McDonald, that we followed blindly
the lead of the ex-Premier, who referred
to this Bill in his policy speech. We had
decided to make a similar promise to the
electoI's even before that policy speech
was delivered. Support of the prQPosal
was as important to us as it was to
members of the Liberal party.
I was impressed by the remarks .of the
unofficial Leader regarding the value
of the Australian £1. In ,that respect
I make the suggestion toO the Government that it could contribute to the value
of the increased pension to public servants by ~ts efforts in controlling prices.
The control of prices will influence the
value of the increased pension. I hope
that by a progressive policy of price control an improv,emen t will be effected in
the cost of living, and if that is accomplished the increased pensions will be
more highly appreciated by those who
receive them.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time, and
passed thrQugh its remaining stages.
ADJOURNMENT.
The HOD. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works) (By Zeave).-I moveThat the Council, at its rising, adjourn
until a day and hour to be fixed by the
President, or, if the President is unable to
act on account of illness or other cause, by
the Chairman of Committees, which time of
meeting shall be notified to each honorable
member by telegram or letter.

I submit .thart mQtiQn because I am n::>t
sure when the House will be called
together. It will prQbably be four weeks
hence, but it may be fiv'e weeks. I would
rather' have the motion carried than
fix a date.
An adjournment of a few
weekis is necessary to enable the Govern-
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ment to fQrmulate its legislative programme. When it has done so Parliament will be called together, and I can
assure honnrable members that there will
then be enough business to keep them
occupied for the rest of the year.
The Hon. G. S. McARTHUR (SouthWestern Province).-I should like the
Mini'Ster of Public W·orks to disclose what
is the intention of the Government regarding the ,conduct of business when the
House reassembles.
Shall we be required to sit regularly until the end of
the year, .or is it proposed to have
another recess in the interval between
the date of reassembling and Christmas?
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public WQrks) .-1 am not at present
able to answer that question.
In all
probably there will be a brief recess
during the period mentiQned. Premiers' .
conferences are held from time to time,
and there are other important meetings
which may occupy some of the time of
Ministers.
The motiQn wa'S agreed to.
The House adjourned at 10.48 p.m.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEl\IDLY.
Wednesday} June 28} 1950.

The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis) took the chair at 11.9 a.m.,
and read .the prayer.
TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis) laid on the table his warrant nominating Mr. Barclay, Mr. Cook,
Mr. Corrigan, Mr. McDonald (Dundas),
Mr. Merrifield, Mr. Morton, Mr. Reynolds, and Mr. Tyack as temporary
Chairmen of Committees.
COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY AND
WAYS AND MEANS.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I moveThat the Standing Orders be suspended
so as to allow the Committees of Supply
and Ways and Means to be appointed this
day.
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Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition).-I oppose the motion because
of the contemptuous way in which
the Government is treating not the
Opposition but the institution of
Parliament. So far as I know it is
unheard of when a -motion of want of
confidence appears on the Notice Paper,
for the Government to disregard it and,
by sheer weight of numbers, postpone
discussion of that motion, apparently
indefinitely. 1 think it is the first time
in the history of the Victorian Parliament that such procedure has been
followed.
Mr. CAIN.-No, precedent after precedent can be quoted.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-ln effect, it means
that at no stage will the Opposition be
permitted to move a straight-out wantof-confidence motion and submit its
reasons f.or so doing.
Mr. GALVIN.-You were not in earnest
when you gave notice of Ithe motion
yesterday .•
Mr. HOLLWAY.-l certainly was.
Mr. CAIN.-It was not the decision of
your party.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-It is entirely wrong
for the Government to flout completely
the will of the electors. Unless there is
a redivision of the Assembly electorates
-1 do not care which party secures the
passage of that redistribution measureMr. HYLAND.-YoU said there would be
no redistribution of seats. You cannot
change your mind every week.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-If the present
Government is prepared to submit a redistributipn of seats Bill and to hold an
election, I am prepared to bow to the
decision of the electors, whatever it
might be.
Mr. CAIN.-Do you want to put the
Labour party into office and support it?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I do not care which
party submits the redistribution measure. If our proposal is, and it is, an
honest attempt to obtain electoral reform of both Houses in Victoria, I do
not care which party submits the
necessary legislation.
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Mr. CAIN.-Why did not your Government take action during the two and a
half years it was in charge of the House?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-It was because we
had more important things to do.
Mr. BARRY.-What were the important
things that your Government did?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I shall give quite a
list of them before the day is out. My
protest at this stage is that it is entirely
wrong for a motion for the appointment
of the Committees of Supply and Ways
and Means to be submitted at this stage,
particularly in view of the fact that
Supply is not an urgent matter. It is not
important whether a Supply Bin is
passed this week -or by Wednesday of
next week. The Government hopes that
it will be passed this week, but 1 hope
it will not. So far as the Public Service
is concerned, there will be no inconvenience if Supply is not passed until, at
the latest, next Wednesday, because the
next Public Servi.ce pay day is not un til
the following day. From the point of
view of the integrity of this Parliamentary institution it is far better that
Supply should be delayed. H it is possible to get an election, 1 can assure the
Premier that Opposition members will
place no difficulties in the way of providing Supply for that purpose. We say,
however, that even that would be unfair
because of the existing set-up in this
Chamber.
Mr. CAIN.-Judging by the way you
are carrying on, the Liberal party would
lose more seats.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I am prepared to
take that chance. I am prepared to take
the risk of losing my own seat because
1 believe it is inherent in the motion of
want of confidenoe that the adoption of
its terms would provide substantial electoral reform. The proposal is based on
the Federal system and would mean the
automatic redivision of electorates from
time to time. The Commonwealth Parliament has adopted that system.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-The Leader of the Oppo-

sition should not pursue that line of
debate at present. He is anticipating a
debate on his want-of-confidence motion.
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Mr. HOLLWA Y.-It is all very well to
anticipate the debate on the no-confidence ,motion, but I suggest that the
House will never reach that motion. For
that reason I am giving a few explanatory details of its purport at this stage.
The SPEAKER.-The Leader of the
Opposition cannot anticipate a debate on
a motion of which so far only notice has
been given.
The qUestion before the
Chair is the motion that has been submitted by the Premier.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-In that case I shall
get off that line of debate. The Government as at present constituted has no
intention of carrying out most of the
prO'mises it has made to the Labour
party to gain its support, and for that
reason I think the position should be
That could be
clarified at this stage.
done, first, by a redivision of electoral
boundaries, and, secondly, electorates
having been redivided on something like
a fair Ibasis, such as I would suggest if
you would permit me, Mr. Speaker-Mr. MORTON.-Did all members of
your party agree to that proposal?
Mr. HOLLWA Y.-All members of my
party agree that there should be a redivision of the electorates, not only for
this House but also for the other House.
The SPEAKER.-I again ask the
Leader of the Opposition to speak to the
terms of the motion before the Chair.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I have suggested
the only way in which this Parliament
can be made workable. Much manoeuvring has taken place over recent weeks
between the Labour party and the
Country party. The Leader of each Q,f
those parties denied a few days before
the recent Assembly election that there
was any agreement between them but,
on the House reassembling for the new
session, they joined together to perpetrate a fraud on the electors of Victoria.
Until we can get a redistribution of electorates and go to the people-The SPEAKER.-I must again ask the
Leader of the Opposition to comply with
my request.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Until my proposal
is adopted, the Opposition is not prepared to allow Supply to go through this
Chamber. I take the strongest exception to the Premier's motion.
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Mr. HYLAND.-Dop't you want the
PubUc Service to be paid?
Mr HOLLWA Y.-Of course I do.
Mr. HYLAND.-You are trying to block
the payment of public servants.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-On one occasion the
Minister of Transport took part in an
attempt to block the payment of public
servants.
,Mr. HYLAND.-But they were paid.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The Public Service
can be paid on this occasion so long as
Supply is obtained by the Government
before Wednesday next. It is unfortunate
that the only way in which the Opposition can express its opinion of the
Government is by attempting to prevent
the granting of Supply. If we are denied
the opportunity of moving a vote of noconfidence in the Government-as I
am sure we are-it means that the only
way in which we can show our disrespect
to the Government and 'Our want of
confidence in it is by moving for a reduction of £1 or more in the amount to be
sought by the Government for Supply.
We do not want to do that. We prefer
to fight this issue on its merits, rather
than to place the payment of salaries to
members of the Public Service in
jeopardy.
I should like to press for som'e indication from the Premier of his plans,
particularly in relation to the want-ofconfidence motion of which I have given
notice. I am merely seeking from him
an assurance that he int'ends to abide '
by parliamentary tradition and that he
will not use weight of numbers-not his
own numbers, for the only numbers he
can use in this House are the sort of
"wood and water joeys " who sit in the
Government corner. I want him to say
whether he will permit the 'House to
discuss my projected motion on its
merits, or whether we shall witness a
repetition of what has happened in
previous Parliaments when the only way
of expressing disapproval of the Government of the day was to move for a
reduction of the amount of Supply. That
method is entirely wrong. As a matter
of propriety and courtesy the Premier
should say whether he intends to give
me the opportunity to move my motion,
either before the House rises or at an

Committees of Supply

[28

JUNE}

early stage after the recess. If he will
give me an undertaking that the motion
will be one of the first items of business
to be dealt with after the recess, I am
prepared to withdraw any objection I
have to the motion now before the
Chair.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-By leave, Mr. Speaker, once
again I have to express my amazement
at the Leader of the Opposition. While
I can realize his feelings towards the
Government, I have to say that if he
were as keen on Supply being granted
expeditiously as he says he is, he would
not have given notice of the motion he
formulated yesterday.
He appeared
yesterday to be actuated by peevishness
and a desire to delay the Government
in its management of the affairs of the
State, as provided for in the Standing
Orders of this Parliament and in the
Constitution. It is my duty to see that
the public servant is paid on the due
date, and, not only that, but that all
Government Departments are properly
financed to continue their functions. The
Leader of the Opposition did not tell the
whole story when he said that Supply
was not necessary until next Wednesday.
It should be remembered that Supply
must be granted by the other House as
well as by this House before the money
can be used by the Government, and that
the money is required by the 30th of
June to enable Government Departments
to function uninterruptedly and to pay
their accounts.
The second point I wish to make is
that the Leader of the Opposition
gave me a document, about a quarter
to three o'clock yesterday, setting out
his proposed motion.
He sent his
secretary with it to me. There was no
reference on it to the method he would
employ in submitting it to the House.
The words that should have been on the
document, but which were not there,
were, "I desire to give notice that tomorrow I shall move." That would have
indicated clearly to me, as a matter of
courtesy, what his intentions were.
Alternatively, he should have prefixed
the words, "Mr. Speaker, I desire to
move." He did neither of those things,
but he rose in 'this Chamber without
indicating whether he intended to move
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the motion or merely to give notice
of hi's intention to move it. When he
commenced to read the motion, I
objected. If that is the degree of
courtesy which is to be extended to the
Government in this House, I deplore it,
and I hope I shall never resort to such
tactics myself.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-It appears to me that
you are delaying your own Supply Bill.
All I want to know is whether you are
going to give the House an opportunity
to discuss the no-confidence motion.
That requires only a "Yes" or a "No."
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I am observing the forms and
precedents of this House, because I take
the view that the business of this Parliament is much more important than the
business of the Liberal party. I stand or
fall on that attitude as the Leader of
the Government. It is the duty of this
House to assist the Government in expeditiously dealing with such business of
importance as Supply and the Supplementary EsUma tes. Tha t is my only
concern at this stage. I have not been in
office as Premier long enough to prepare
plans and to indicate to Parliament what
legislation the Government proposes.
Before there had been an opportunity in
that direction, notice was given of a noconfidence motion, which followed a
successful no-confidence motion last
week. . The fact is that the Opposition is
refusing to accept the decision of the
electors, the decision of this Parliament
properly constituted, and the decision of
another constitutional authority who
makes certain that a Government
functions in this Parliament in the
interests of the people. My answer to
the request of the Leader of the Opposition is that his motion is on the Notice
Paper, where all motions of which notice
has been given must be placed, and that
it will be dealt with by the Government
in due course.
Mr.
OLDHAM
(Malvern). - The
Premier could very simply resolve the
question put to him by the Leader of the
Opposition by giving a straight-out
undertaking that the motion of which
notice has been given on behaH of a
party consisting of 27 members of this
House will be debated. I take it that a
party of 27 m'embers is still allowed to
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have its say on matters of public importance. The Liberal and Country party
has given notice of a motion of noconfidence in the Government, but the
Government apparently is not prepared
to give the House an opportunity to
debate it. It is futile for the Premier
to hide behind technical explanations,
because in this Parliament and at all
times the truth should be stated, and
should be followed. The truth now is
that we have come to this House following a general election. Certain views
were placed before the electors. The
party of which I am Deputy Leader was
not defeated at the election.
The SPEAKER.-I ask honorable
members to refrain from interjecting,
so as to give the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition an opportunity to state his
case. The crossfire of interjections must
cease.
Mr. OLDHAM.-I have an equal right
with other members to voice my opinion,
and all the ta'lk about what was said
last week will not deter me from carrying out my duty, which is to voice the
views of those who sit on the Opposi,tion
side of the House, and of the people
who elected me to represent them in this
House. I do not intend to be led away
from the arguments I am making by
interjections as to what occurred in 1888
or 1944. I claim that I have a right to
speak without interruption. If some
honorable members find it irksome to
listen to me, I say to them that I have
a duty to perform and the right to claim
privileges of which I can avail myself to
place my views before the House.
If the motion before the Chair is
given precedence, it will have the effect
of postponing consideration of the allimportant motion of want of confidence
in the Government, notice of which has
_been given by the Leader of the Opposition, and which members should be prepared to discuss. It cannot be gainsaid ithat what I have said is a truthful
statement of the present position. I
have a right, which I intend to exercise
and to continue ,to exercise, to protest
against the carrying of the motion now
before the House. Before Supply is considered, a rtest should be held to determine whether the Government has the
confidence of the House.
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It may be suggested that last week
the House, on another motion, voted in
favour of the present Government, but
I contend that tha't would not be a truthful statement. What happened was that
a motion was agreed to that the then
Government did not have the confidence:'
of the House. There has been no consideration of a motion Ithat the extraordinary Government now in office has
the confidence of the House. It is the
duty of this House to make it plain to
the electors that the present Government
has not rthe confidence of the House. I
do not believe that it possesses the confidence of the House.

Mr. GALVIN.-You need some whinging
medicine.
Mr. OLDHAM.-It is easy for persons
with a temporary advantage to take advantage of their position. There has
been much talk during the last two days
about people whinging and doing this
or that, but I remind honorable members on the Government side that there
is another way of looking at these matters. There are the tactics of the bully
who 'tries to "put the boot in" when
a man is down. We on the Opposition
side are not whinging. With a degree
of pride I am speaking on behalf of a
considerable body of opinion in this
House, and I do not intend to be deterred
by any bullying tactics or by facetious
interjections designed to draw me off the
track of a logical argument, which I am
placing before the House and which, I
believe, should be voiced. If members
on the Government side were prepared to
listen without prejudice to my arguments they would be impressed by
them.
I contend that it is all-important that
if the Government has confidence in

itsel,f, it should take the risk of a vote
of the House upon a direct motion of no
confidence against it, notice of which
has been given by a party consisting
of a considerable number of members in this Chamber.
In the recent
election it was shown in the electorates
that the party to which I belong has
oveI"whelming'support as compared with
the support accorded to the thirteen
members of the Country party who now
sit in this Chamber. I point out not
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only that the party on the Opposition side
of the House has more than twice the
number ,of members of the Country
party, but tha:t the electoral vote which
placed those members in this House was
infinitely greater than that which
elected members of the Government
party.
F'or the reasons I have stated, I consider it is all-important that at the
earliest moment the House should proceed with consideration of the motion
of want of confidence in the Government.
That motion is based on the fact that it
is wrong ,for any Government representing only 10 per cent. of the electors to
hold office, and to ask for Supply to
carryon a programme of legislation
which has not been approved by the
people, and which the Premier has the
audacity to suggest has not even been
drawn up. We know very well that the
Premier's marching orders are in his
pocket.
He merely wants to have a
period of two months' recess so that he
may have a breathing space in which t::>
-pluck up courage to ,go on with the mad
adventure into which he has plunged.
I ask whether the Government is prepared, before the House rises for the
recess, to give proper eonsideration to
the no-.confidence motion? If it is, there
will not be one other speaker 'On the
Opposition side to hold up even temporarily the consideration of the motion at
present before the House. If the Governmellit intends to remain silent 'On the noconfidence question and, not being agreeable to a test, d~sires to have this question resolved in an oblique manner,
members of the Opposition will exercise
their rights to be heard in this House so
that they may explain the position to the
electors.
I challenge and re-challenge
the Government to give the House an
opportunity of testing the want-ofconfidence motion.
We on the Opposition side know what
we are doing. We have equal responsibility with members on the Government
side of the House. We have given notice
of our intention to move a motion of
want of eonfidence in the Government,
not, as the Leader of the Labour party
has suggested, in a frivolous way, but
with a full sense of responsibility and
knowledge of what the motion implies.
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Mr. McDoNALD (Premier and Treasurer).-It implies the holding up of
Supply, which is the first and allimportant business of the Government.
,Mr. OLDHAM.-The truth is that the
business of the Government is to carry
out the policy of the Labour party. That
is why the Government wants this House
to grant Supply. I remind members on
the Government side that, if they vote
for the granting of Supply, they should
remember that there are in the metropolitan area of Melbourne, which some
members of the Opposition represent,
844,000 electors who have returned 32
'members to this House.
In the rural
areas 517,000 electors returned 33 members. Under the Commonwealth electoral redistribution, which was carried
out by a Socialist Government at Canberra, there are in Victoria eighteen
metropolitan seats with 770,000 electors
and fifteen rural seats with 600,000 electors. If Supply is granted to the Government the Labour party will commit itself to the electoral position outlined in
the terms of its written agreement with
the Country party, under which .there
will be a redistribution of electoral
boundaries within the metropolis and
four extra seats will be allotted.
It is up to the Premier and the Government-in the words of a Labour spokesman, a Government that is kept in offiee
by the Labour party----to give the House
an opportunity to debate the motion of
want of confidence. If the Premier is
not prepared to do that before the House
rises he should be man lenough to say
so, and then Ithe members of the Opposition will discuss ,this subject upon the
debate on the Supply Bill. It is up to
those. who are keeping the Government
in office to see that the traditional forms
and privileges of the House are preserved. If that is done, the motion of
want of confidence moved by the Opposition, which consists of almost half the
members of the House, will be accorded
the traditional respect that is given to an
all-important motion of that kind, and it
will be allowed to proceed to debate. If
that procedure is not followed two considerations will emerge: first, that the
Government is not prepared to stand or
fall by a vote on a no-confidence motion,

168

Committees of Supply

[ASSEMBL Y.]

and, secondly, that the traditional rights
and 'privileges of the members of the
Opposition will have to be' exercised in
the debate on the Supply Bill.
Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).
-The motion submitted by the Premier
is the one normaUy moved after a
change of Government. In his few considered words, and in the dignified way
in which he uttered them, itt must be
evident to the House that he, together
with the other members of the Ministry,
is sensible of his responsibility. The
attack made by the Opposition cannot
be construed as helpful; on the contrary,
it is distinctly of an obstructive nature.
The remarks of the Leader of the
Opposition and the Deputy Leader
indicate that they are not prepared
to abide by the decision given by
this House last week or by the
decision of the constituted authority.
The advice to the constituted authority
was given in the usual way, by the
people of Victoria who are in the best
position to give it.
The Leader of the Opposition and the
Deputy Leader evidently believe that the
members of the Public Service can wait
for their remuneration. According to
the remarks of the ex-Premier, whose
Supply Bill this is actually, and the
threats made by his deputy other
measures will be taken to obstruct Supply if the Government does not agree
to what they suggest. The DepU'ty
Leader stated that his party would not
stand bullying ,tactics. The Government
has not attempted to use such tactics,
and we will not use them unless it is
necessary to carryon the government
of Victoria, and then only through constituted authority. The Governm'ent will
not be threatened by the Opposition. The
: ex-Premier should know that the State
is committed to certain incidental expenses.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition).---Dn a .point of order, Mr.
Speaker, might I suggest that in
future I should be referred to in
debate as the Leader of the Oppo~
sition or the honorable member for
Ballarat. I think it is proper when one
honorable member is referring to
another to refer to him either in terms of
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his position or his electorate. Lt is quite
wrong for the Deputy Premier 10 refer
to me in any other way. It is entirely
a matter for himself whether he speaks
of me in friendly or insulting terms, but
as a matter of Parliamentary procedure
I suggest ,that in future he should observe
the forms of the House.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-My attention was engaged
at !the moment and I did not hear the
expression by which the Deputy Premier referred to the Leader of the Opposition.
However, I have previously
directed attention to the faot that it is
not only traditional bU't is requiI'led by
the Standing Orders that honorable
members must be referred to either by
the offices they hold or the eleotora tes
they represent.
Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).
- I meant no discourtesy to the Leader
of the Opposition. I was directing the
attention of the House to lihe fact that
he drew up the Supply Bill when he was
Premier. It is now suggested by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition that
if the Government does not agree to the
way in which the Opposition considers
the business of this House should be run,
blackmailing, threatening, or obstructive
measures will be taken to try to force
the Government to do what the Opposition desires. However, the present is a
workaday Ministry and it will place on
the statute-book legislation for the benefit of the whole of the State and not for
a section. The Government will not
change its opinions over night. It will
not change its basic principles and it will
not sell its soul to anybody. The noconfidence motion of which notice was
given yesterday by the Leader of the
Opposition was most remarkable. It
was the culmination of events over a
period of about two years, and it was
the climax to 'Something which should
not have happened in this State last
week. In view of the Royal prerogative
I dare not pursue that question. However, we find that the Opposition party
is being advised by some one outside
Parliam'ent, and that the Leader and the
Deputy Leader of that party are not
taking their colleagues into their confidence.
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Such is the state of affairs that has
now been brought into the light of day'
and regarding which there can be no
question. Members of the Country party
have been aware of it for years, but as
our supporters in the 'electorates would
have found it difficult to believe that
'such a position could have arisen in
Parliamentary life we hesitated to inform them. A t present, the Opposition
party appears in the role of Satan reproving sin. In the eyes of the Liberal
party, it would have been a most sinful
action if, last week, the Country party
had offered to effect, with the support
of the Labour party, the electoral reform now propounded by the Leader of
the Opposition. It would have been
described as subversive of the basic
principles of the Country party, irrespective of the question whether it would
prove of benefit to the State as a whole.
At that stage the Liberal party denied
that it had proposed a redistribution of
seats. In fact, during the last election
campaign the Leader of the Opposition
----'speaking as the Premier of the dayinformed the peopl'e that there would
not be a redistribution of seats. It
appears, however, that last week he had
a plan for a redistribution.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The Country party informed the electors that it would not
have anything to do with any other
party in the formation of a Government.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-The Leader of the
Opposition changes his political views so
quickly that no one knows where he is,
and for that reason the Country party
cannot trust him. I was mentioning
that although during the last election
campaign the honorable member told
the people that there would be no redistribution of seats, last week he came
forward with a formula which, in effect,
would deprive the country of a certain
number of seats. This week the Leader
of the Opposition outbids the Labour
principle of one vote one value. If what
he proposes were implemented, the number of seats in this Assembly would be
increased to 66, 20 of which would be
for rural areas and 46 for metropolitan
areas.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Those figures are not
right.
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Mr. DODGSHUN.-I urge the Leader
of the Opposition to work them
out. for himself.
I have made a
calculation based on his proposal that
Federal electorates should be evenly
divided for the purpose. I have certain
figures showing how. anomalous that
would be. In the rural areas there are
approxima'tely 517,000· electors, compared ·with approximately 832,000 in the
metropolitan area. The plan of the
Leader of .the Opposition would provide
twenty and 46 representatives respectively.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-How do you arrive at
that result; was the calculation made by
your officers or by yourself?
Mr. DODGSHUN.-It has been worked
out on the basis of the honorable member's irresponsible statement to the newspapers, ·with the unvarnished result I
have described. The Liberal party has
come out into the open and has disclosed
its intentions. Last week the majority
of the members of this House decided
that that party did not have their confidence. Every consHtutional avenue was
explored in an endeavour to decide how
stable government could be provided for
Victoria, and that question has been determined apart from this House.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-It should be determined by the people.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-It should be the
duty of Opposition members ,to cooperate whenever ,they can. Their policy
is in many ways divergent from that of
the Government. We have no objection
to' any member of this House representing the views of his electors. We say
that all sections of the people, irrespective of whether they are in metropolitan, rural, or country areas, are entitled
to representation, whether by members
bound together as a party or by Independent members. I have enunciated
the principle on which the Country party
will stand. I appeal to the Opposition
not to stop Supply; otherwise, it will
disrupt public services and remove responsible government from this House.
Mr.
Mr. FRASER (Grant).
Speaker-The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-Before the honorable member begins to speak, I direct attention
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to the fact that there is too much crossfiring. Incidentally, there is a ,tendency'
for certain members to call others by
their Christian names, which is out of
order.
Mr. FRASER.-I desire to join with
the Leader and ·the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition in protesting against -the
procedure proposed by the Government.
I support the arguments those' honorable members have submitted and wish
to emphasize that there will be no delay
in passing Supply if the Premier will
accede to -the request made by my Leader
and indicate that the House will be given
an opportunity of discussing the noconfidence motion of which notice has
been given, but before debating that
subject, I propose to reply to certain remarks of the Deputy Leader of <the
Government. I want to mak~ it clear
to him that the Leader and the Deputy
Leader of the Opposiotion have acted
with the full approval of all other members of the Liberal and Country party.
The Deputy Leader of the Government
said that the Country party would not
sell its soul. As a matter of fact, as it
sold its soul last week, it has no soul
to sell now.
Mr. WHITE.-You know all about it!
Mr. FRASER.-As the honorable
member for Allendale rightly puts it, I
know all about it.
Mr. MUTTON (Coburg).-Rising to
a point of order, I should like to ask
whether this is a Parliamentary institution or a circus. I understand that the
motion bef.ore the Chair has been submitted by the Leader of the Government
to enable him to bring in a Supply Bill.
The motion ·of which notice has been
given by the Leader of the Opposition is
designed to permit the discussion of a
question that has already been decided
by His Excellency the Governor.
The SPEAKER.-I again warn members that there can be no references to
His Excellency the Governor in a
manner to influence debate.
Mr. MUTTON.-Then I may possibly
be allowed to put the matter in another
way. On this (the Government) side of
the House there is a combination of two
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parties which believe that they can
accomplish much ·for the State of
Victoria.
The SPEAKER.-What is the honorable member's point of order? He is not
enti tIed to make a long speech at this
juncture.
Mr. MUTTON.-My point of order is
that the Opposition has no right to be
discussing a question that is not before
the Chair.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition).-I rise to a point of order to
inquire whether the honorable member
for Coburg is in order in querying your
conduct of the proceedings, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKiER.-I take it that on a
point of order the honorable member for
Coburg is seeking information on the
question why this motion is being proceeded with. The answer is-Mr. GALVIN.-That the time of the
House is being wasted.
The SPEAKER.-I must ask the honor-able member for Bendigo to restrain
himself. Standing Order Number 273A
readsThis House will, in future, appOint the
Committees of Supply and Ways and Means
at the commencement of every session, so
soon as an address has been agreed to in
answer to His Excellency the Governor's
Speech.

Under the Standing Orders it is not permissible to bring on Supply until such
time as the Address-in-Reply has been
dealt with. The Address-in-Reply to the
Speech delivered by the Governor last
week has not been dealt with.. It is
theref.ore necessary, if Supply is to be
brought forward at all, to suspend the
relevant Standing Order.
In other
words, if it is not suspended, it will not
be possiJble for the Government to bring
on Supply at any stage until the Addressin-Reply has been moved, seconded,
agreed to, and-I presume--presented to
His Excellency. I can assure the honorable member for Coburg that the discussion is in order.
Mr. MUTTON (Coburg) .-1 was about
to suggest-The SPEAKER.-The honorable member ra1sed a point of order in respect of
which I have given a ruling. The matter
is therefore closed.
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Mr.
FRASER
(Grant).-If
the
Premier acceded to the request that he
should permit the House to debate the
no-confidence motion appearing on the
Notice Paper in the name of the Leader
of the Opposition, there would be no
reason why Supply should be held up.
I have good cause for seeking an undertaking of that character. I have before
me a file containing important documen ts, and I desire to disclose their
contents to members at :the earliest
possible moment.
Mr. GALVIN.-I have a good one on
you.
Mr. FRASER.-Anything said of me
by the honorable member for Bendigo
will be a compliment. I repeat that I
have before me a file containing documents to which I desire to direct the
attention of members.
Mr. BROSE.-Is the information relative to Supply?
Mr. FRASER.-I could disclose it in
the course of the discussion on Supply,
but it would be better for me to bring
these matters forward when the House
was debating the no-confidence motion.
Mr. GALVIN.-Did you burgle the information from the office of the Country pal'ty?
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Mr. FRASER (Grant).-I shall pass
over a remark of the Deputy Premier
which you, Sir, did not hear. As I have
already said, I have information of a
serious nature to place before members
and I am seeking the most appropriate
opportunity to do so.
Mr. BARRY.-If you wait for the noconfidence motion, I do not think you
will ever do H.
Mr. FRASER.-That is something
Opposition members are trying to find
out. If the honorable member for Carlton is speaking on behalf of the Government, it is clear that I am merely wasting my time. Some members are concerned with the honour of Parliament
and are anxious to have the matterl:!
referred to by the Premier cleared up at
the earliest opportunity. If the Premier
will accede to the request of the Leader'
and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition,
I assure him that Supply will be passed.
In all seriousness, I ask him to grant the
request because I am confident that the
documents on the ,file before me will be
of interest to the House.
rMr. DODGSHUN.-Tha t
innuendo.

is

merely

Mr. FRASER.-It is not. I join' with
the Leader and Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in asking the Premier to give
an undertaking that the no-confidence
motion will be debated.

Mr. FRASER.-I think the honorable
member for Bendigo judges others by
his own standards. I repeat that I am
Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-It is a sorry
anxious to make the information availthing for this Parliamentary institution
able and I feel sure, that, as the outcome, certain action will be taken. On tha t the Opposition is acting in the way
it is at present. I had hoped that when
Friday last, serious statements were
the
time came for the Leader of the Opmade by the Premi~r; the information
position to vacate the office of Premier
on the file before me will afford a com,by virtue of the fact that a majority
plete reply to those statements.
of the people had decided that he should
Mr. GALVIN.-You are an old humbug. do so, he would have accepted the deThe SPEAKER (the HOD. Archie cision in the sporting spirit that AusThe honorable tralians admire. Unfortunately, he and
Michaelis) .-Order !
member for Bendigo will withdraw that his colleagues feel aggrieved because
they have been removed from office. The
remark.
present Government was recently elected
Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo).-I think the by the people.
honorable member is a humbug but I
Mr. HOLLWAy.-It was elected under
withdraw the remark.
false pretences.
The SPEAKER.-I ask for an unconMr. CAIN.-That is not true, because
ditional withdrawal of the remark.
the votes cast for members sitting on the
Mr. GALVIN.-I withdraw.
Government side of the House totalled
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about 670,000.
There were 540,000
people who voted for the principles
which I enunciated in my policy speech,
and 140,000 voted for members of the
Country party. A combination of those
parties represents 60 per cent. of the
electors, and under our system of
government, they are entitled to govern
the State if they wish to do so.
Opposition members anticipated that
members of the Country party would
support them. F'or reasons that I shall
not attempt to explain, that anticipation
was not realized. Under our system of
government it is not permissible for
27 members to govern successfully
in this House of 65 members. The
State wants stable, progressive and
purposeful government and that is what
I am ooncerned about, apart altogether
from my political views. The Government was sworn in by His Excellency
after the Opposition unsucoessfully
appealed for another election, which
was untenable.
The Government is
responsible for t'he administration of the
State.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-It is the greatest
political fraud that has ever been
perpetrated in this State.
Mr. CAlN.-The Leader of the Opposition is so sore and so vindictive, and
is such a bad sport, that he cannot take
it. That is most unfortunate. If the
captain of a beaten football team goes
around ~omplaining, he loses the respect
of the sporting public. The attitude that
the Leader of the Opposition has
adopted will not be respected by the
electors. Yesterday he foreshadowed a.
no-confidence motion, for the terms of
which there is no precedent in this Parliament. But there is a precedent for
placing a want-of-confidence motion at
the bottom of the Notice Paper-where
the one outlined by the Leader of the
Opposition deserves to b~and leaving it
there. The motion of which notice has
been given Iby the Leader of the Opposition is not a real want-of-confidence
motion; it is merely a preamble which,
it is alleged, was presented as an offer
to the Labour party.

and Ways and Means.

Mr. HOLLWAY.-It was not an offer to
the Labour party. I will support the
Country party if it will do as I suggest
in the motion.
. Mr. OAIN.~My party has made its
decision, wUh the object of 'obtaining
purposeful government in Victoria.
Having put our hands to the plough, we
are now prepared to go straight ahead
and deal with the major problem'S which
confront the State and which were
neglected for so long by the party now
in Opposition.
Brigadier TOVELL.-It is Labour policy
and it cannot be any.thing else.
Mr. CAIN.-If the development of our
natural resources, such as the brown
coal deposits at Morwell, amendment of
the Workers' Compensation Act, improved factory legislation, improved
soldier settlement legislation, and the
building of more homes in the State
are termed La bour policy-·Mr. HOLLWAY.-JMy Government built
more homes in the country than did any
previous Government.
Mr. CAIN.-If it is Labour policy to
introduce legislation to provide for adult
franchise for the Legislative Council,
then it has now become Liberal party
policy, because that party has been driven
into the position of offering adult
franchise for the Legislative Council, a
reform which last week it so strongly
cri ticized.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-We suggest adult
franchise on a proportional representation basis.

•

Mr.
CAIN.-The Country party
Government need have no fear now
about going to the electors. All political parties are committed to adult
franchise for the Legislative Council.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I repeat-on a proportional representation basis.
Mr. CAIN.-It does not matter on
what basis it is suggested. I regret that
in the circumstances the Opposition has
taken its present stand. Every newspaper admits that it is bad taste to
whinge, and probably that view is held by
thoughtful members on the Opposition
side who do not concur in what is being
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done. The Opposition is displaying bad
taste in not accepting defeat and in not
giving the new Government an opportunity to govern.
At this stage I cannot discuss the
want-of-confidence motion of which
notice has been given, but I claim that it
is not the product of the majority of
members of the Opposition party. It is
the product of the Leader and the
Deputy Leader of the Liberal and
Country party, in conjunction with
the executive of that party-Mr. J.
V. McConnell, Mr. Magnus Cormack and,
possibly, Mr. Donald Mackinnon.
The
policy outlined -in the motion was never
submitted to all members on the Opposition side. Some of them think that it
represents the greatest political blunder
that the party has ever made. As a
result of what occurred in this House
yesterday, I feel sure that none of the
members of the Opposition or their
colleagues in another place can vote
against a Government measure to introduce adult franchise for the Legislative
Council.
Mr. HYLAND (Minister of Transport) .-1 move--
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and Ways and Means.

The House divided on Mr. Hyland's
motion (the Hon. Archie Michaelis in the
chair)Ayes
Noes

After any question has been proposed
either in the House or any Committee of
the whole, a motion may be made by any
member rising in his place, and without
notice, and whether any other member is
addressing the Chair or not, "That the
question be now put," and unless it shall
appear to the Speaker or Chairman that
such motion is an abuse of the rules and
forms of the House, an infringement of the
rights of the minority, or is moved for the
purpose of obstructing business, the motion
"That the question be now put" shall be
put forthwith and decided without amendment or debate, and ~o other motion shall
be made or question of order raised until
such mo!ion has been aisrosed of.

The motion submitted by the Premier
does not deal with a major question, such
as would be a no-confidence motion, and
in my view the Premier's moNon has been
adequately debated. I shall therefore
put the motion moved by the Minister of
Transport.

37
22

Majority for the motion

15

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barclay
Barry
Brose
Buckingham
Cain
Cochrane
Corrigan
Crean
Dodgshun
Doube
Dunn
FewsterFulton
Galvin
Hayes
Holt
Hyland
Lemmon
Lind
McDonald

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
. Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Merrifield
Mitchell
Morton
Moss
Mutton
O'Oarroll
Randles
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White
(Al.zendale)

Mr. White.
(Mentone)
Tellers:

(Shepparton)

Mr. Cook
Mr. Ruthven.

NOES.

That the question be now put.

The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
MichaeIis).-Tbe motion submitted by
the Minister of Transport is in accordance with Standing Order 78C (a) which
provides-
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Mr. Bolte
Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Mr. Guye
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Leckie
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
Mr. Mack
Sir Thomas Maltby

I Mr.

Mibus
Mr. Oldham
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Rylah
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Turnbull
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Whately.
Tellers:

Mr. Norman
Mr. Reid.

PAIR.

Mr. Holland

I Mr.

Ireland.

The motion moved by Mr. McDonald
(Premier and Treasurer) was agreed to.
LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition) (By leave).-I moveThat leave of absence for two months, on
account of illness, be granted to Rupert
Colman Curnow, Esq., the honorable member for Ivanhoe.

The motion was agreed to.
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COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY AND
WAYS AND MEANS.

Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) moved, by leave, the following
motions, which were agreed to:~ Tha~ this House will, this day, resolve
ltself mto a Committee to consider of the
.Supply to be granted to His Majesty.
That thi,s House will, this day resolve
itself into a Committee to consider of the
Ways and Means for raising the Supply to
be granted to His Majesty.

ESTIMATES.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) presented a message from His
Excellency the Governor transmitting an
Estimate of Expenditure for the months
of July and August, 1950-51, and
recommending an appropriation from
Consolidated Revenue accordingly.
VOTES ON ACCOUNT.
The House went into Committee of
Supply.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I moveThat a sum not exceeding £7 706 785 be
granted to His Majesty on acco~nt' for or
towards defraying the following servic,es
for the year 1950-51:-Legislative Councilcontingencies,
&c.,
£30;
Legislative
Assembly-salaries
and
contingencies,
:£3,075; Refreshment Rooms-salaries and
contingencies,
£1,590;
Engineers
and
Gardeners-salaries
and
contingencies,
£~90; Parlia~entary Printing, £4,166; The
LIbrary, ParlIament House-salaries contingencies, &c., £1,480; Victorian Parliamentary Debates-salaries and contingencie~,
£1,912; The Governor's Officesalaries
and
contingencies
£2 825
Premi~r's Office-salaries, co~tingen~ies,
and mIscellaneous, £15,048; Patriotic Funds
Council-salaries and contingencies, £99' Soil
Conservation Authority-salaries
co~tin
gencies, and miscellaneous, £9,220; Central
Planning Authority and State Development
Division-salaries and contingencies, £3,522;
Agent-General, £3,265; Public Service Board
-salaries and contingencies, £4,340; Audit
Office-salaries and contingencies, £12,113;
Chief Secretary's Office-salaries and contingencies, £5,700; totalizator administration,
£230; miscellaneous, £1,000; pensions, &c.,
£4,000;
grants,
£2,000;
Immigrationsalaries and contingencies, £5,500; Board
for the Protection of the Aboriginessalaries and contingencies, £1,400; Explosives-salaries and contingencies, £4,900;
State Accident Insurance Office~salaries
and insurance of State employees, £5,160;
Motor Car (Third Party) Insurancesalaries, £1,570; Workers' Compensation
Board-salaries, £755; Fisheries and Game
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-salaries
and
contingencies,
£6,000;
Government Shorthand Writer-salaries
and contingencies, £1,250; Government
Statist-salaries and contingencies, £11,450;
Children's Welfare-salaries, contingencies,
and miscellaneous, £46,000; Penal and
Ga<?ls-salaries and contingencies, £47,000;
PolIce-salaries, contingencies, and miscellaneous, £434,000; Police Classification
Board-salaries and contingencies, £220;,
Public Library, &c.-salaries and miscellaneous, £21,150; Free Library Service
Board-salaries and contingencies £8525'
Department of Labour-salaries ~nd 'con:
tingencies,
£21,696;
Education-salaries,
£1,120,000; contingencies and miscellaneous,
£255,000; works and buildings, £10,000;
endowments and grants, £101,000; Teachers
Tribunal-salaries and contingencies, £330;
Attorney-General-salaries
and
contin ..
gencies, £67,898; Prices Control-salaries
and ,contingencies, £23,500; Rent Controller'
-salaries and contingencies, £4,450; Public
Tr~s~ee-salaries and contingencies, £11,550;
SohcItor-General-salaries
and
contingencies, £39,100; Treasury-salaries and
contingencies, £8,000; payment under the
provisions of the Commonwealth Pay-roll
Tax Assessment Act, £55,000; miscellaneous,
£17,000; Transport, &c., £2,000; Unforeseen
expenditure, £200; Payments to Railway
Department and State Coal Mine £25000'
Miners' Phthisis Allowances, &c:, £9:500;
Grafolts, £74,000; Pensions, &c., £50; ExceptIOnal
expenditure,
£30,000; . State
Superannuation Board and Pensions Office
-salaries, contingencies and miscellaneous,
£3,000; Registry of Co-operative Housing
Societies-salaries and contingencies £1600'
Building Directorate-salari.es and' co~tin:
gencies, £6,125;
Emergency Housingsalaries and contingencies, £2,400; Taxation
Office-sala~ies and contingencies, £16,500;
Stanw DutIes-salaries and contingencies,
£11,386; Government Printer-salaries contingencies, and miscellaneous, £98,482; Lands
and survey, Lands Settlement-salaries and
contingencies,
£78,000;
miscellaneous
£100,000; Soldier Settlement Commission~
salaries and contingencies, £19500' Botanic
and Domain Gardens, &c.-sala'ries' and contingencies, £8,000; Works and Buildings,
£700; Public Works-salaries and contingencies, £64,975; Works and Buildings,
£136,600; Town and Country Planning Board
-salaries and contingencies, £1,705; Ports
and Harbors-salaries and contingencies,
£11,245; works, &c., £18,000; Mines-salaries
and contingencies, £11,792; miscellaneous,
£1.1,265; Forests-salaries, contingencies, and
mIscellaneous, &c., £172,521; Payment under
the provisions of the Commonwealth Payr~ll Tax Assessment Act, £2,750;
State
RIvers and Water Supply ICommissionsalaries, &c., £369,980; Payment under the
provisions of the Commonwealth Pay-roll
Tax Assessment Act, £12,000; Agricultureadministrative-salaries, contingencies, miscellaneous, and exceptional, £42,100; salaries,
contingencies, and miscellaneous, £31,900;
Horticulture-salaries, contingencies, and
miscellaneous, £17,700; Live Stock-salaries,
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contingencies, and miscellaneous, £20,500;
Dairying-salaries, contingencies, and mis·
cellaneous, £31,000; Health-administrative
-salaries, contingencies, and miscellaneous,
£152,200; General Health-salaries, contin·
gencies, and Infectious Diseases, £37,000;
Tuberculosis-salaries, contingencies, and
miscellaneous, £93,800; Maternal and Child
Hygiene-salaries, contingencies, and mis·
cellaneous, £38,900;
Mental Hygienesalaries, contingencies, and miscellaneous,
£240,300; Railways-working expenses, &c.,
£3,215,620; Railway Construction Branch,
£2,080; State Coal Mines-working expenses,
£78,400. Total, £7,706,785.

Payments are made to foster-mothers
every 28 days and. three such payments
are required to be made during July and
August. This accounts for the additional
provision under this item. An additional
£87,368 is necessary to meet payments
in the Police Force. Although the major
portion of this increase is due to the five
fortnightly pays in the period, higher
expenditure will be incurred as a result
of the provision of additional motor cars
for police purposes.

The period for which Supply has been
granted will expire on the 30th of June
next, and authority is sought to provide
for expenditure for the months of July
and August, 1950. The sum included in
the Supply Bill is £7,706,785, and is
sufficient to meet requirements until the
end of August, 1950. The first column
of the Supply schedule indicates the
amount required under each division of
the Estimates to meet expenditure for
the months of July and August, 1950,
while the second column shows the
proportionate amount of the estimated
expenditure under each division of the
Estimates for the current financial year.
The Supply schedule discloses many
variations from the expenditure incurred
during a proportionate period of the
current financial year. There are many
reasons for these variations. With the
exception of the Railway Department,
provision has been necessary for five
tortnightly payments of salaries, and this
accounts for the increased Supply being
In
required under many division5.
addition, under some items, the greater
proportion of the expenditure is not
charged until the latter half of the
year, while in other cases the expenditure
is heavier in the early part of the
financial year.
Supply is not required for certain
items of expenditure such as interest,
sinking funds, and exchange payments
for which special appropriations have
been authorized by Parliament. Apart
from the additional sums necessary
on account of the five fortnightly
salary payments. the main items
under
which
increased
prOVISIOn
is
required
are
as
follows:-A
sum of £8,264 is required for contin·
gencies and miscellaneous expenditure·
in the Children's Welfare Department.

Endowments and grants in connection
with education will entail the provision
of the additional sum of £15,583. The
salaries of council staffs of technicaI
schools were increased on a basis similar
to the recent revision made by the
Teachers Tribunal in connection with
departmental teachers, and this necessitated increased maintenance grants
by the Government. Increased provision amounting to £28,500 is required
to meet commitments for the purchase
of essential paper and materials for use
by the Government Printer. Additional
provision is required owing to the substantially increased field staff attached to
the Vermin and Noxious Weeds Branch.
For this purpose an extra £56,740 must
be supplied. Heavy initial expenditure
will also be incurred in carrying out the
provisions of the Vermin and Noxious
Weeds Act, and for the purchase of
equipment for aerial survey work.
The production and delivery of firewood has been accelerated during the
winter months and this accounts for the
increased payment of £49,078 required
under the relevant item. State Rivers
and Water Supply Commission expenditure will be increased by the sum of
£113,500. The excess amount is sought
to meet expenditure on the repair and
maintenance of irrigation channels in
readiness for the irrigation season, and
for the removal of sand drift and watering in the Wimmera-Mallee area. This
work must be carried out during t:he
early months of the financial year.
In some divisions decreases are show:1.
the most important being a reducti.:m
by £7,437 in the sum required for n"~
insurance of State employees. Premiu:-::>
for the insurance of State employees are
payable during the month of September.
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In connection with payments to the
Railway Department and the State Coal
Mine, provision is made for the granting
.of a subsidy on account of railway debt
charges, and as this payment is not made
:until the end of the financial year, Supply
.for 'this purpose will be reduced by the
;sum of £272,786. The amount provided
under the division relating to exceptional
expenditure for the financial year 1950-51
will be substantially less than the actual
expenditure incurred during the current
financial year. This will account for
Supply being reduced to the extent of
£17,316.
I have now explained the major
variations in the amount 'of Supply
required for the months of July and
August from the proportionate amount
of the estimated expenditure for the
current financial year. I shall be pleased
to furnish any further particulars to
honorable members.
I now declare that the Estimates of
Expenditure for the two months ending
the 31st of August, 1950, are of an urgent
nature, and I moveThat the Estimates of Expenditure for the
two months ending the 31st of August,
1950, are of an urgent nature.

Approval of the motion being put was
indicated by the required num'ber of
members rising in their places, as
sp~cified in the Standing Order.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dandenong).
-On a point of order-The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Mibus).There is no point of order.
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD.-I rose to
question whether the required number
of members rose to support the motion.
The CHAIRMAN.-I ascertained that
the required number of members rose.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I moveThat the time allotted for the consideration of these Estimates be until Five o'clock
this day.

Mr.
OLDHAM
(Malvern) .-Mr.
Chairman, I wish to welcome you on
this, the first occasion I have seen you
occupy :the position of Chairman of
Committees, 'to which you were unanimously eJoected. I pass from that pleasant
aspect to something much more serious.
We have seen the most extraordinary
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spectacle of a Government, which has
just been sworn in, already moving the
gag. Things have come to a sorry pass
in this House if, before there has been
the slightest sugge~tion of stonewalling
or anything of the kind, this action is
taken. The Government has neither the
guts nor the courage to carry out its
duty, but, not even supported by its own
members, it runs to cover. A motion
of this kind requires to have the
approval of twenty members before
it can be submitted.
The Government party consists of only thirteen members in this House. It is
scant courtesy to the forms of the House
and to the 27 Opposition members that
the Premier has not given the slightest
indication whether he is prepared to
allow debate to proceed on the motion
of want of confidence of which notice
has been given. I can only conclude that
he is going to run away from the motion
and will try to sneak into a temporary
recess. It is contrary to the forms of
the House and an absolute miscarriage
of justice that on the consideration of
Supply members of the Opposition are
not to be allowed a reasonable period
of time to discuss the various matters
which they have been sent to this House
to lay before the Government.
A t the beginning of the life of this
Parliament the Government is not treating the Opposition justly by limiting the
discussion on Supply to 5 o'clock this
afternoon when the rest of the week remains for the consideration of Supply. Is
the Government frightened that members
of the Opposition will lay before the
House certain matters on behalf of those
whom they represent? Is it frightened
that it will be made known to the people
of Victoria that the Government is being
supported and kept in office by the
Labour party? Does the Government
wish to prevent the members of the
Labour party from making it crystal
clear whom they are supporting? Does
the Government feel that if the debate
runs its ordinary course we will persuade
the members of the Labour party to
desist from the partnership they have
entered into?
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) . -You could not persuade the electors at the last election.
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Mr. OLDHAM.-I do not know what
the Premier means by that statement,
but he certainly did not persuade the
electors because only 10 per cent. of the
electors of Victoria voted for the Country
party, which returned to this-House with
the loss of three seats. It is very interesting when one finds that on the
first possihle occasion after losing those
three seats the Leader of that party has
sold out to the Labour party.
Mr. MORToN.-What did the Liberal
and Country party offer the Labour
party?
Mr. OLDHAM.-The Liberal and
Coun try party made no offer to the
Labour party. Yesterday, notice was
given of a motion of want of confidence
in the Government, and in that
motion was included a proposal for a
redistribution upon a democratic basis
of the seats of this House and of the
Legislative Council. That is where the
matter now stands. We desire the
motion to he debated, but the honorable
member f'Or Ripon is wrong if he thinks
that some offer has been made to the
Labour party. The simple facts are that
it has been pointed out to the Labour
party that the question of redivision
upon an equitable basis is so important
in the eyes of that party that its constitution contains a special provision that
upon that one condition it may take
office as a minority Government.
No offer has been made by the Liberal
and Country party to support the Labour
party; that would be the last thing we
would do. At the moment we see a
Country party Government uneasily supported by the Labour party, and surely
that plumbs the political depths. If the
honorable member for Ripon is angling
for Ministerial office, I can assure him
that the cup will be dashed from his lips
because he has no chance of gaining
office by that sort of manoeuvre.
The position of the Liberal and
Country party is clear. It has no
bargain with any other party and would
not countenance one. The text of the
motion of want of confidence, among
other things, contains an expression of
the desire of the Liberal and Country
party for a declaration of public
opinion upon the events that have
taken place within the precincts of
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If members on the Government side

of the House are so frightened of
public opinion that they are not prepared to face the no-confidence motion
we cannot do anything. However, if
there is to be an expression of public
opinion we say that it should be given
on a truly democratic basis. That is not
possible while the elector:al divisions are
in their present condition, and representatives of country electorates can
sneak in on a minority votle. In my constituency I defeated by an absolute
majority, and by thousands of votes, both
a Labour and an Independent candidate,
but the honorable member for Ripon does
not even represent a majority of the
people within his electorate.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-Is not your
majority larger than the primary vote
obtained by the honorable member for
Ripon?
Mr. OLDHAM.-It is.
The CHAffiMAN (Mr. Mibus).-The
time allotted the honorable member has
expired.
The motion was agreed to.
The CHAffiMAN (Mr. Mibus).-The
question isThat a sum not exceeding £7,706,785 be
to His Majesty on account for or
towards defraying the following services for
the year 1950-51-~ranted

The details of those services are contained in the Supply schedule in the
hands of honorable members.
Mr. DON (Elsternwick) .-1 join with
the Deputy Leader of my party in expressing horror at the procedure that
has been adopted by the newly-formed
Government. Is this the shape of things
to come? Have we, in the last two
days, received an indication of the kind
of treatment to be meted out to His
Majesty's Opposition? I would remind
the House that the new Government
has occupied the Treasury bench for a
very short time indeed; in other words,
this Assembly has met, under the leadership of that Government, for a total of
only a few hours. I would ask honorable members to recall that in the first
few moments of yesterday's sitting the
Leader of the Government refused the
Leader of the Opposition leave to move
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a certain motion; that was the first in- this hasty rush to obtain Supply. If by
dication of the treatment the Opposition any chance the Premier is basing his
was to receive. It was the desire of the action on a desire to have t!he relevant
Leader of the Opposition to submit a Bill sent to the Council tonight, why
motion of want of confidence in the new should the debate in this Chamber be
Government.
terminated by 5 p.m? He is aware
Mr. GALVIN.-He did not know the of the fact that he has until 10.30
p.m. to send the measure to the other
forms of the House.
House. Can it be that he is trying
Mr. DON.-My Leader was competent
stifle debate on the Opposition
to move such a motion, but it was for the to
side of the Chamber? Is he attempting
Leader of the Government to rise in his to prevent certain grave revelations from
place and object to leave being granted. being made in this Chamber for the
The only alternative was for the Leader information of the people generally?
of the Opposition to give notice that he
Mr. DODGSHuN.-The Premier is
would move the no-confidence motion today. The second indication of the trea t- anxious to honour the promise of his
ment proposed to be accorded to the immediate predecessor and of the new
Opposition was given to-day when, after Government, that the Public Service will
relatively short expressions of opinion by be paid.
certain members, it was left to the Minis.:.
Mr. DON.-I have already stated that
ter of Transport-there is no need to send the Supply Bill
Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo).-I rise to a to the Council until 10.30 p.m.; that
point of order. I think that the honor- is, if the Chief Secretary asserts-as
able member for Elsternwick is out of I do not-that it should reach that
order in discussing what has taken place House at all to-night. The Governin this House, since that is tantamount ment is showing indecent haste in
to a criticism of a ruling given by the proposing to rush the Supply Bill
through before it is necessary to do
Speaker.
so. In any event, I would remind the
The CHAffiMAN (Mr. Mibus).-The
Government that there are still eight
remarks of the honorable member for days in which Supply can be obtained
Elsternwick should be relevant to the
without causing inconvenience to any
question of Supply.
one. I noted the remark of the Minister of
Mr. DON (Elsternwick) .-1 merely Forests to the effect that this Supply Bill
wish to express my indignation at Minis- is really the Hollway Government's Bill,
ters who are absolutely incapable of but there can be nothing further from
exhibiting fair play or decency towards the truth. It would have been the
Opposition members. In such circum- Hollway G.overnment's Bill if that
stances, I protest against the members Administration had contipued, and. it
of the Government essaying to administer would have enabled us to carryon for
Departments. At a certain stage of the the next two months. The present
discussion this morning, the Minister of measure is designed to grant Supply to
Transport rose and moved the gag, which the present Government for that period,
was an illustration of the -type of treat- and has nothing to do with the Oppoment the Opposition is likely to receive sition. We may have drafted a similar
from such a person. The fact that the Bill, but it is totally incorrect to say that
gag was applied impels me to say that this one is the Hallway Government's
the honorable member for Bendigo, who measure.
is interjecting, is himself a gag. By the
I want to register a protest against
application of the guillotine, the Premier what I believe is a series of frauds
expects the Supply debate to conclude by perpetrated in this Chamber: by the
5 p.m. to-day, and I voice my strong Premier. I would ask honorable members
criticism of the ruthless action he has to recall that while the debate on the
taken.
motion 'Of want of confidence in the
He has the numbers and is wielding previous Government was in progress,
the big stick over the Opposition. In the present Premier, who was then seated
point of fact, there is no necessity for .on the Opposition side of the Chamber,
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said that the Liberal and Country party
had advised the people during the recent
election to vote first for the Liberal and
and Country party candidate; second,
for the Labour candidate and, third, for
the Country party candidate. With a
great display of confidence, he remarked,
"We have copies of a document that
proves it," and went on to say that the
advice given to the electors was contained
in a manifesto issued by the Liberal and
Country party.
When, under some
provocation, he finally produced the
document to which he referred, it was
shown to be a manifesto issued by the
Liberal and Country party in Benambra.
The joke is that there was no Labour
candidate in the Benambra electorate.
In fact, the document in question did
not even profess to do anything like the
present Premier said it purported to do.
I am merely pointing out that we have
no confidence in a person who is now
commencing to administer a Department, but who tinkers with the truth.
The sitting was suspended at 1 p.m.
until 2.5 p.m.

Mr. DON.-In conclusion, I repeat that
I am surprised at the ·action of the
Minister of Transport in moving for .the
application of the gag on a motion 'Submitted earlier in the sitting, and also the
application by the Government of the
guillotine to the debate on the Supply
measure. Weight of numbers is being
used, unjustly, against the Opposition
because ;there is no need for the haste
that the Government is displaying.
Eight days remain in which Supply may
be obtained. If the Premi·er desires the
Supply measure to be passed by the
other House to-night, there is no need
for it to be .transmitted there before
11 p.m.
He was quite unjustified in
limiting discussion on the Supply
measure in this House until ·5 p.m.
I ;proffer my congratulations to you,
Mr. Chairman, on your assuming your
official position for the first time. I
know that you wiH \fill ,the high office
of Chairman of Committees with dignity
and in accordance with .the traditions of
the past, being fair and just to all
parties.
Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo).-I take
advantage of this opportunity to congratulate you, Sir, on your elevation to
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the position of. Chairman of Committees
and to S.lY :th·a t Government supporters
are looking forward to a happy association with you in your high office.
We
feel sure that you will carry out your
duties in accordance with the splendid
tradition of your predecessors.
The honorable member for Elsternwick took umbrage because the G<>vernment has seen fit to place a tim-e limit
on the discussion of the Supply motion.
I would have thought .that he would
have been the last member to have
obj,ected to such a restriction. When he
was supporting the Liberal Government,
he :moved for the application of the gag
on more than one occasion; in one
instance, he wasted the time of the
House by moving that the words of a
certain member be taken down by the
Clerk.
Now that the honorable
member is in Opposition he says ,that he
can see no justification for limiting discussion.
If the Supply measure had not heen
brought f.orward in accordance with discussions that had taken place -among
Opposition members, they would have
had grounds f.or their objection - and,
doubtless, they would have been supported by members of the Labour party.
However, the Supply schedule was prepared by the Opposition when it was the
Government, and therefore Government
supporters are taking a risk; ;they have
not had much time in which to examine
the proposed appropriations in the
schedule. As they are giving the former
Government credit for having prepared
a Supply measure in accordance with its
ideas they cannot understand why Opposition members :now wish to discuss
matters in detail. Evidently they merely
desire to waste the time of the House.
Viewed from that angle, the Opposition
is placing itself in an invidious position
and it will be severely criticized by the
electors.

It has been said that ,the Supply
measure need not be passed for a further
eight days, but by Friday next the
Supply previously granted for the use
of His Majesty's Government will have
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been expended. On and after Monday
next, Government contractors must be
paid. Why all this humbug of saying
that we should wait until Wednesday
next before granting the Government
Supply? If that is done, no public
servant or Government contractor can
be paid after the 30th of June until the
necessary legislation has been passed.
Parliament is bound to pass a Supply
measure before the period for which
Supply has been given is exhausted.
It was strange to hear the Leader of
the Opposition and his deputy .claim
that at no time had they made advances
to the Labour party, or expressed any
desire to support that party. I should
have been surprised if the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition had said otherwise, because only last week he publicly proclaimed that wherever the Labour party
sat in this House, his party would be
sitting on the opposite side. That is
natural because of the great differences
in the policies of the two parties. The
Liberal party represent the" haves "the big vested interests in Collins-street
-while we of the Labour party represent
the "have nots."
When the terms of the no-confidence
motion of which notice was given
yesterday by the Leader of the Opposition were being drawn up, the Liberal
party leaders did not approach all their
party members for the purpose of consulting them. In fact, members on the
Opposition back bench knew nothing
about the motion. It was prepared by
the leaders in conjunction with Mr.
Magnus Cormack, a gentleman whom I
was indirectly responsible for making
president of the Liberal party. It was
only when I, as Minister of Lands, declared some of his properties for soldier
settlement purposes that he decided to
return from the Argentine to look after
his Victorian interests. That is how the
Liberal party discovered its president.
Mr. McConnell, who is secretary of the
partv, and whose published statements
on electoral reform are astounding, was
also consulted. The Labour party is
pleased to know that it has made one
convert on redistribution. I suppose the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition will
next make representations to Sir Keith
Murdoch on his return from overseas.
Mr. Galvin.

Account.

I shall now read an interesting paragraph that appeared in the Sun NewsPictorial this morning under the heading, "Cain rejects Liberals' offer to
support Labour"An L.e.p. offer to support a temporary
Labour Government to force equitable redistribution of Legislative Assembly seats
was rejected yesterday by the Labour party
Leader, Mr. Cain.

Alongside that paragraph there appeared
the photo of a baby, and the Sun NewsPictorial is offering a prize for any person
who can predict what the baby is saying.
I suggest as an apt title" The Leader of
the Opposition, or his deputy, who have
been crying ever since the lolly was taken
from their mouths."
Brigadier TOVELL.-I would not be surprised to find that the baby was on a
soap box.
Mr. GALVIN.-I pay this tribute to
the former Minister of Education, who
has just interjected, that he made one
defini t"e move while he had charge of
that portfolio. He had the title changed
from "Minister of Public Instruction"
to " Minister of Education," and that was
the only positive approach that his
Government made to the education problem. On the question of equitable redistribution, when the Labour party
was governing it laid down a policy
that was designed not to redistribute
Assembly seats but to redistribute the
population of the State.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Mibus).-I ask
the honorable member for Bendigo to
speak to the question of Supply.
Mr. GALVIN.-I am indicating why
the House should limit the time for discussion of the motion. We desire to have
Supply passed expeditiously so that
measures can be introduced to redistribute the population and put more
people into rural constituencies. Our
aim is to introduce positive legislation so
that a redistributio:1 of seats will not be
needed.
When the honorable member for
Grant produces the file to which he has
referred relative to the Country party,
I trust that he will also produce the
departmental files on Dyson's Peninsula
Motors and the Peint Cook motoring
interests.
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The Supply schedule circulated by the
Premier has not been varied in one item
from the schedule that was prepared by
the Hollway Government. Why, therefore, is it necessary to prolong discussion
on it? Is it necessary to have a repetition of the personalities and recriminations indulged in during the no-confidence
debate in this House last week, or is it
desired that the Government should proceed with its legislative programme in
the interests of the development of Victoria, which is the logical job of P.arliament. Why should time be allowed
for Opposition members to retraverse the
ground they covered during the want-ofconfidence debate last week. The only
new reason advanced is that the honorable member for Grant desires to quote
extracts from a file. If members on the
Government side start digging int'O the
files, I am afraid that it might not react
to the credit of the honorable member
for Grant.
Let the Government be judged on its
legislation and not on the presumption of
what it will do. That would be in the
interests of the people. In yesterday's
issue of the Age there was a splendid
leading article to which 70 or 80 per
cent. of 'the people will subscribe. It
statedAlthough there will be little regret at
the passing ,of the Liberal party Government, whose record was frustrated and
undistinguished, it can be said that the
. outgoing Premier comported himself with
dignity and restraint in the ,last few
difficult weeks.

With that we all agree, but we have
found in the last two or three days that
the Leader 'Of the Opposition can be
aptly described as a II bad sport." I do
not think that is due solely to himself, but rather t'O some of those
selfish individuals who are behind
him, and who have placed him in the
unenviable position of having to complain about what his party has lost. The
Government should be given an opportunity • to bring its legislative proposals
before the House, and it sh'Ould be judged
only on what it does. It should not be
prejudged, but if it does not do what
is right it should not be allowed to
remain as a Government.
The Labour
party subscribes to that proposition. It
believes at present, however, that the

1950.]

Account.

181

Government will legislate in the interests
'Of the whole of the State, and not of the
few people who dominate financial
affa-irs outside this House. I have every
confidence in the Government doing that.
At least, it is entitled to the opportunity.
In a division this morning the voting
was 37 to 22.. Although the Deputy
Leader of the Oppositi'On has spoken 'Jf
27 members on his side of the House, the
Opposition could muster this morning
only 22. If on the Government side there
are 37 members who think the Government can do the job it has undertaken
to do, it should be given at least a trial.
Whatever comes 'and goes, this House
must produce legislation that will be in
the interests of the bulk of the people,
and legisla:tion to which every party will
tB.'gree. I am not one of those who think
that the Opposition has not some interest
in the State's development, but the
trouble is that the Liberal party is pulled
by interes'ts outside the House and
denied the opportunity to do what its
members think should be done. I hope
that the ideals which were formulated
in the period from 1945 to 1947 will be
consummated, in which event the State
can look forward to many years of
prosperity and, in the near future,
perhaps, to a Labour Government.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT (Mornington) .-1 do not wish to occupy much
time, but first I must register my protest
against granting Supply to the Government without the House being given an
opportunity to consider the no-confidence
motion of which notice has been given.
The Supply schedule is the same as that
which was prepared by the Hollway
Government, and all members agree that
Supply must be granted to enable
Government Departments to function.
What the Opposition seeks from
the
Premier
is
an
undertaking
that
when
Supply
has
been
granted and the House has plenty of
time ·a1 its disposal the motion 'Of noconfidence ,can be debated. Even at this
late stage, I ask him to provide the
necessary time for that purpose.
The
Supply Bill will be passed by 5 p.m.,
and there wHl then be ample time
for the House to debate a no-confidence
motion.
As members on both sides
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have stressed on previous occasions,
the ·people should be given the opportunity to understand 'the motion.

Mr. CAIN.-The Liberal party did not
include those proposals in its policy
speech.

IMr. McDoNALD (Premier and Treasurer).-You had a ch'ance at the elections a few weeks ago t'O tell the people
that.

L1eut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-I repeat
that they were debated on the hustings.
I was asked questions about them.
Mr. LEMMoN.-Where?
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-At Mornington and Frankston. On many recent
occasions, the Premier indicated that he
wished to appeal to the people in a democratic way. If that is still his desire,
he now has an opportunity to do so by
allowing the no-confidence motion to be
debated in this House, and then seeking
the opinion of the people as to whether
they have confidence in the Government.
At this late stage, I appeal to the Premier to give the House an opportunity to
debate the motion. The public will then
have something more definite than the
garbled versions that have already
appeared in the press.
Mr. BARRY.-Do you intend to vote
for Supply?

Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-There is
a tremendous difference between conditions then and now. The Country
party is supported by the Labour party
on the understanding Vhat it will pass
certain legislation, much of which is
outlined in the Governor's Speech and
is acceptable to all parties. There are
other proposals which the Government
will be expected to sponsor, but to which
the Opposition may not agree. For a
considerable time the Liberal and
Country party organization has been
considering ·the question .of electoral
redistribution. The prospect now is that
there will be a Bill before us in the near
future to 'reform the Upper House, and
we have to make up our .minds as to our
attitude towards it. The no-confidence
motion is worthy of debate, although
perhaps members sitting on the Government side do not think so. There is
also room for debate on whether the
Country party Government with thirteen
members in this House supported by the
Labour party has the confidence of the
House and of the electors. Tha t is the
main issue. We aH talk about democracy
and the will of the people, but on this
occasion the Government did not place
before the electors the proposals that it
had in mind.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-That is not unique. The Liberal
party Government did not mention publicly its proposal to grant pensions to
former Premiers or a number of other
matters.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-Those proposals were put to the people at election
time.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-They were not.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-The matter of pensions f.or former Premiers was
debated on the hustings, and many times
electors asked candidates questions
about it.

Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT. - I shall
leave that question until I hear whether
the Premier intends to give the House
an opportunity to debate the no-confidence motion. With the exception of
the Pyalong Lands Exchange Bill, there
is no other business on the Notice Paper,
and !there will be ample opportunity later
to prepare legislation which the Labour
party will require the Government to
put before the House. Therefore, I
appeal to the Premier to give the House
an opportunity, in the interests of the
public, to vote on the important want-ofconfidence motion.
Mr. BUCKINGHAM (Wonthaggi).-I
would not have taken part in the debate
if it had not been for an article which
appeared in yesterday's Argus. It is
headed "Building Booms on Peninsula,"
and is as follows:Mornington Peninsula is experiencing a
building boom.
The area is bounded by Bass Strait on the
south, Westernport on the east, and Port
Phillip on the west.
In Flinders Shire for May, 97 building
permits have been issued at an estimated
value of £109,375. This is an all-time
record.
Most permits are for holiday homes be.,
tween Dromana and Portsea.
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galvanized iron. At the same time,
dwellers in the country cannot get a few
sheets of iron urgently needed for the
roofing of cowsheds and other ,purposes
on dairy farms.
I trust that the ,Premier and the
iMinister of Housing will inquire into the
use of galvanized iron in the metropolitan area and building DperatiDns Dn
the Mornington Peninsula with a view to
seeing that unnecessary permits are cancelled and that no more hDuses for holiday purposes will be erected while SD
many families are homeless in Melbourne, and while cDuntry people require
materials fDr essential purpDses in CDnnection with fDDd prDduction.
Mr. FRASER (Grant).-I think all
members will suppDrt the view of the
honorable member for WoOnthaggi that
care should be exercised to ensure that
materials are' not made avai'lable for
holiday homes. I have no doubt that, if
the inquiry he sugg.ests is made, it will
be found that the building permits issued
are in accordance with the strict policy
followed by the previDus Government in
connection with building, and that the
press repDrt referred toO by the honorable member is erroneous.
I refer to a letter addressed to you from
I should like to make a brief explanaMr. W. J. Buckingham, M.L.A., on behalf
of the Korumburra Shire Council, dated 1st tion concerning a remark Df the hDnDrMarch, on the subject of the control of able member for Bendigo, who suggested
materials.
that it would be advantageous toO inquire
Although the letter from the shire secretary does not indicate whether the council into my association with Dyson Motors
refers specifically to galvanized iron, I am and Point Cook Passenger Services. I
inclined to think this is the material in wish to say that I would welcome such
respect of which he is writing. If so, I
an inquiry. However, for the edification
have to advise you that galvanized iron is of the Committee, I inform members that
in very short supply indeed and, for this
reason, the Government has ruled that no at nD time have I been associated with
galvanized iron may be used in the metro- Dyson Motors, and I have not been CDnpolitan area or in any other area where nected with Point Cook Passenger Serreticulated water is available.
vices since I became a member of this
This was done purely in the interests of House.
the country people who have no other
My comments on Supply will be
means of obtaining water except by catching it from their roofs. Should the country made particularly in regard toO the
members desire this privilege to be re- Victorian Agent-Generalship. I should
moved from the country, I have no doubt
like to take members' minds back
this could be arranged.
to last Friday morning, when the present
I should think that a large quantity Df Premier was closing the debate oOn his
galvanized -iron is being used in reticu- motion of want of confidence in the
lated areas within the metrDpolis. Near Hollway Government. He referred to
Dandenong, the Jaybee Engineering certain interviews and to offers made toO
CDmpany has built a factory, which him. He suggested that he had been
has been walled and roofed with gal- offered bribes and portfoliDs, also the
vanized iron. Another factory has just Agent-Generalship and all sorts of inbeen cDmpleted near Oakleigh, and that ducements. I think it will be remema'lso has been walled and rDofed with bered-and I emphasize this point-that

persDn shDuld be entitled to tWD
houses while many families are homeless. All available building materia'ls
shDuld be used fDr the erectiDn Df new
dwellings. PrDbably, a large quantity
of galvanized iron is being used fDr the
buildings Dn the Peninsula. That irDn is
much moOre urgently required for buildings to be used in connectiDn with food
productiDn. Yesterday, I telephDned the
Materials PrDcurement Directorate on
behalf Df a married ex-servkeman, with
.five children, WhD made an application
thirteen mDnths ago fDr galvanized iron
to replace his existing cDwshed, which
had been condemned. That man is milking seventy CDWS. I was told that it
wDuld be some cDnsiderable time befDre
his Drder cDuld be fulfilled.
When the present Leader of the OPPDsition was Premier, I tDok up with him
on behalf of the Korumburra Shire
CDuncil,also Dther organizations, the
matter of having building materials,
particularly galvanized iron, allotted for
use in country areas. I shaH read the
letter which was forwarded by the
Minister Df HDusing to the Premier in
cDnnection with the rna tterND
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during his speech, the honorable gentleman made it dear that the then
Premier, the present Leader of the Opposition, was in no way implicated in the
charges. The very fact that the present
Premier m,ade that statement robbed his
charges of any virtue, because if there
was any person who could have made
any offers in connection with the AgentGeneralship, it was the then Premier.
The present Premier led us to believe
that he was approached by a thief in the
night. He stated that he took care that
the man would be seen coming and
going.

Account.

Mr. FRASER.-I made is quite clear
that the Premier exonerated the Leader
of the Opposition from any association
with this matter. However, I am grateful to the honorable member for Carlton
because he has reminded me of something I should have said earlier. I am
raising this question because I take a
serious view of the honour of Parliament and of every member of this House.
The Premier made a serious charge last
week, and I submit that he said either
too much or too little.

When the motion of want of confidence was being debated last week the
Mr. McDoNALD (Premier and Trea- then Premier asked the then Leader of
surer}.-That i's not a fair interpretation the Ooun try party to name the person
of what I said. My statement was that concerned. The Leader of the Country
I took the precaution to advise my party said "If you appoint a Royal
friends that this man was coming to my Commission, I will name the man," and
home and one of them was there when the then Premier stated that he would
,appoint a Royal Commission. The mathe arrived.
ter is now in the hands of the present
Mr. FRASER.-There is no reason Premier and I challenge him to appoint
why the Premier's correction cannot be a Royal Commission to investigate the
accepted without any qualification. He matter if he disputes what I propose to
made it quite clear that he had some put before the Committee.
suspicion of this man, and to protect
himself he arranged for a witness to
Following the Premier's accident the
be present.
gentleman to whom I am referring
visited him at Shepparton. He was so
Mr. McDoNALD (Premier and Trea- concerned at the honorable gentleman's
surer}.-That is not oorrect. I said that condition on that occasion, because he
I had known him since about 1936 and had just got out of his bed, that he did
that I had a suspicion of the errand on not discuss any of the matters about
which he was coming to my home.
which he went to see him. He returned
Mr. FRASER.-I thank the Premier some time later, and it is to the converfor his assistance. The honorable gentle- sation that t'ook place on that occasion
man did say that he knew the gentleman that I shall refer.
in business life. The facts are that the
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treaperson concerned is a personal friend surer}.-That is entirely wrong.
of the Premier's; there has been a
business association between them over
Mr. FRASER.-I am extremely happy
the period to which the Premier has to hear the Premier say that, and if
referred; they have enjoyed each other's this conversation did not occur with the
hospitality and I believe that they have gentleman for whom the Premier 'gave
shared their rejoicings and celebrations. a quail dinner, perhaps I may resume my
This gentleman visited the Premier at seat. However, I think it is clear, from
his home on a number of occasions, and the letter which was written by the
in February of this year he visited him Premier af.ter the interview, that the
twice. I propose to read a statement, gentleman concerned is the person to
and also a letter written by the Premier whom I am referring. On that occasion
following the interview which explains the PI'emier complained of his condition,
his attitude in this matter.
and said that because of his public serMr. BARRY.-Could you tell us why vice he had been compelled to neglect
the Leader of the Opposition is not his own business. He complained of the
losses he had sustained over the last
speaking for himself?
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two years and said he did not know
what would happen if he experienced a
similar 'result during the forthcoming
season.
Mr. McDoNALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I said even with all that they
could not buy me.

Mr. FRASER.-That is what I expected the Premier to. say. There is a
letter which intimates that he discussed
the matter with "Keith" and that the
proposal was turned down. I remind
honorable members of the present Premier's own words; us-ed in this House on
Thursday last-

Mr. FRASER.-The Premier said that
he was getting out of public life.

My answer to him was that my mother
had borne four children and not one of
them was a traitor.

Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-That is another lie.
Mr. FRASER.-I am informed that
after the Premier made reference to his
condition, the services he had rendered
to this State, the way he had been compelled Ito neglect his family and his business because of his sense of public duty,
he suggested that he would get out of
public life. This gentleman then said
"Well, Jack, the position of AgentGeneral is vacant. Why don't you take
it?" The Premier replied, " They would
not give me that position." His visitor
said, "I believe they will; are you interested? " The Premier said, "Definitely. However, that appointment is
for only three to five years. What will
happen to me when I return to Victoria?"
He received the natural reply, "Having
regard to the English capital now being
invested in Australia, with your wide
knowledge of the conditions here and
with your associations -as Agent-General
in London no doubt you would be able
to represent some of those English companies when you returned. In any event
the fact that you had been to London
and had experience as Agent-General
would, I think, add to the dignity of our
Boa~d, and probably you would
be
appointed to some of the directorships
of which we J:<now when you return."
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) . -Those are more lies.
Mr. FRASER.-Very well, but it is
the Premier's word against the word of
a man who is prepared to face a Royal
Commission. Further, we have the honorable gentleman's letter. He then said
to the man who called on him, "I will
discuss the matter with Keith and let
you know."
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and ·Treasurer).-That is another lie.

Mr. GALVIN.-The honorable member
cannot say that.
Mr. FRASER.-Just fancy that comment coming from the honorable member for Bendigo. Where was he in
1914-18?
Mr. GALVIN.-I was attending school.
Mr. FRASER.-I thought so. . Where
was the honorable member in the last
war? When asked by my Leader to
state his authority for the offer, the
present Premier saidI am not prepared to do that. My friends
know who it was, because I took the precaution to make sure that they knew. Some
of them saw him and introduced him. These
were some of the things that were done.
Every effort was made, every kind of bribe
was offered . . . .

I now quote the following:I visited Shepparton twice in February,
1950, following discussions with various Melbourne business men, including some with
country interests, to see McDonald who
had recently suffered a sev'ere motor car
accident and who, I felt, was to some extent out of touch with the "man in the
street's" views as to the forthcoming State
elections and the personal regard he had
been held in for many years was, I felt,
fast losing ground.
On my first visit, he had just risen from
his bed that day and I was disturbed to
note his condition of health and although
we had a long talk, I left when I saw he
was obviously tired and returned again a
fortnight later when we again, after lunch
with him, had a long talk on his health,
his recent accident and on business and
political matters.
Mr. McDonald stated that he might retire from politics at the Bendigo Conference in a month's time.
He also stated that he had given 30
years to public life and, in reality, he was
a Labour man at heart but could never
join with the Labour party because of its
desire for SOcialism; this he hated as he
was an individualist. If Mr. Oldham or Mr.
Warner was made Premier, he could and
would find a solution to the position but
not with Mr. Hollway.
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I stated that the Liberal and Country
party and Country party should forget their
grievances and get together before the elections and we discussed the possibility of
some such arrangement before he retired,
if he decided to, at the Bendigo Conference.
Mr. McDonald mentioned his fruit crops
of the last two or three seasons and the
financial results of such and its effects. We
talked of the Agent-Generalship in London,
then vacant. I said he would be equally
entitled, as had Sir Albert Dunstan, to share
in the honours and rewards of his labour
and if he would be available for London,
with his knowledge of the State's needs he
would be an acquisition for the job and I
felt he both could and should have it. He
owed this to his family and himself in view
of his health. I added that I believed Sir
Albert would like to be Speaker and Mr.
McDonald agreed that such might be so and
that he would have a talk to him.
He then emphasized that Labour must
not gain power for at least a decade as the
youth of to-day must be preserved and
brought up away from Socialism.
Mr. McDonald agreed, at all times, that
our talk was absolutely confidential and
was merely a means to find, if possible, a
way out of the existing political chaos and
provide stable government in Victoria and
that he felt he could negotiate with me.
I have known Mr. McDonald for a number of years and he has on a number of
occasions, at his home, at his room at Parliament House, at my office and elsewhere
discussed personal matters, political matters, and so on, and the report in the Argus
of the 24th of June, 1950, is entirely
erroneous if it purports to refer to my discussions with Mr. McDonald. It may, however, refer to other than myself as Jack
told me more than once that he had received all sorts of political approaches during his public life. However, at that stage,
his terms were:-" Get rid of Mr. Hollway
as Leader and drop the name of 'Country'
and we can fix all."
He stated he would not be down for a
month but had been glad to see me and was
very interested in our exchange of views and
that he would have a talk to Mr. Dodgshun
and ask him to see me the next week for
a private chat.
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member should pass me the document to
enable me '1'0 quote from it 'Or, alternatively, lay it on the table of the House,
thus making it available not 'Only to
Hansard, but to honorable members
generally.
Mr. FRASER (Grant).-Its contents
will be published in Hansard. 1 am prepared to release the document itself at
the right time and in the right place.
The CHAlRiMAN.-The document is a
private one.
Therefore the question
asked by the Premier rests with the honoMble member for Grant to decide.
Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).
--'I rise to a point of order. 1 have no
desire, Mr. Chairman, to dissent from
your ruling, but, if 1 remember correctly,
on previous occasions when a paper of
the character of that read by the honorable member for Grant was used in
debate, it was proper to demand that it
be laid on the table.
Mr. WHATELY.-I recall some discussion on such a question, but 1 cannot
remember a ruling to that effect.
"Mr. FRASER (Grant) .-If it will
help, 1 shall be happy to let the Premier
have a copy of the document.
Mr. CAlN.-All it has done is t'O confirm wliat the Premier said last week.

Mr. FRASER.-I think that this
matter was first mentioned by the
present Premier a month later at a party
meeting in Parliament House.
My
memory is that it was mentioned again
at Ben dig'O , and we know it was discussed some weeks ago with the Argus
newspaper. 1 desire now to read a letter
from the present Premier, dated at
"Shepparton, the 17th of February last.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and TreaThe address is Box 101, Shepparton, and
surer).-On a point of Order I rise to ask the communication beginsthat that paper be laid 'on the table 'Of
"Dear---the House. I contend that it is now the
It mentioned a 'certain person by his
property of the House.
Christian name, and continuedThe CHAIRMAN (Mr. Mihus).-The
desired, I have signed the documatter is entirely one for the honorable ments "As
and regret I am not ,feeling good
member for Grant to decide.
enough to get to town yet 'awhile. So I
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The honorable member for
Grant has quoted from the paper in
respect of a matter which affects this
Assembly, and 1 ask that the honorable

would be grateful if you could apologize
for me at the Imeeting. I contacted Keith
Dodgshun, but he decided otherwise, as I
was sure he would.
Kind regards,
(Signed) JACK McDONALD."
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It 'can readily be seen that the OpposUion

has nothing to hide and that, if the
Premier persists with his charge of
bribery, that will be the reason for our
maintaining the attitude that we require
a Royal Commission, so that a pr.oper
inquiry can be undertaken.
Mr. CAlN.-The honorable member is
not interested in the matter.
He has
" dropped in here" only in the last day
or two.
Mr. FRASER.-With the 'greatest
respect to the Leader of the Labour
party, as well as the Leader of the
Government, I contend that the matter is
of the utmost importance not only to
every member of this Chamber-no
matter how junior he may be-----but also
to every elector. I am astounded by the
suggestion of the Leader of the Lahour
party. It is the responsibility of members to keep public life as clean as they
possibly can. If any Government supporter has any charge to make against
me, let him speak now or forever hold
his peace. If a charge is made, it will
be answered, and if :it is of sufficient importance, I will request the appointment
of a Royal Commission to inquire into
the matter. I am pleased that I have
had an opportunity to place the facts
before members. As I stated earlier, the
Premier said either too much or too
little; he can confirm my statements. If
he desires, he may join with Opposition
members in their request for the
appointment of a Royal Commission to
investigate these questions.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I would point out that the
statement of the honorable member for
Grant was made during the temporary
3.bsence from the Chamber of the Leader
and Deputy Leader of the 'Opposition. I
have asked the honorable member to
supply me with the document from
which he read, so that I might reply to
it seriatim. I ask him also to let me
have a ,copy of ,the letter that he quoted.
This morning, the honorable member implied that there was something ~errible
associated with my position in the Hous'e
and that he would be the guardian of
the honour of the people and of Parliament. He ,treacherously 'left the Country
party. When he was a mem'ber of the
party, he wrote documents that were
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filthy and abusive in the extreme. They
were sent to members of the party, although he professed to be a member of
the organization. He has tried to find
something that he can have on "Jack
McDonald" but I shall tell the complete
story.
I do not know how the honorable
member heard of it, but it is true that
a friend of mine gav'e me some quail on
the morning that the man the honorable
member mentioned arrived at my home
from Melbourne. He was from the city
and as possibly he did not have many
opportunities of eating quail, I suggested
to my wife that she should prepare the
quail for lunch. She did so, and if that
was the wrong thing to do, I plead
guilty to 'showing courtesy and .kindness
toa man who came from Melbourne to
my home.
It is true that the man expressed concern when he saw how I was suffering
from the effects of the car accident. For
the last eighteen months I have been a
prominent figure in the political arena,
and cer,tain sections of the Melbourne
press have been personally abusive to
me and my late colleague, Sir Albert
Dunstan. They tried to make me out as
a Judas to that gentleman who did so
much for the State. They wanted me to
repudiate Sir Albert Dunstan. Because
I would not dQ so, their spite and venom
were turned on me.
Mr. FRASER.-What has this to do with
the question you are discussing?
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-It is the reply ,to some of the
points made by the honorable member
for Grant. As the outcome of the accident I was greatly affected in my bodily
health, but my mental faculties were all
right, despite the sneers of sections of
the Melbourne press. Altogether 27
stitches were inserted in my face, and
other stitches were put in various parts
of my body.
Mr. GALVIN.-You did not look at all
well when I saw you.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-1 do not wish to dwell upon my
disabilities but I had a very bad time.
When this Melbourne man saw me he
said; " John, you have had a rough spin."
I said, "Yes, I have, in more ways than
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one." I told him that I was sick of
politics. If the present staie of affairs
continues in this House, there will not
be one m,ember who will not be as sick
and tired of it as I am. I told this man
that I had to decide before the Bendigo
conference of my party was held whether
I would or would not continue in public
life. The proposition he put before me
made me determined to carryon.

I have never discussed the question of
what I want out of public life, and I
have never had anything except the
salary attaching to the positions that I
have held since I entered Parliament.
I have never sought any office in the
way that has been stated. This man
made me an offer on behalf of his associates. He said that he did not like the
task. He knew that I would not accept
the offer but owing to disabiliiies in the
political arena and the embarrassment
that might be caused, he said to me, "I
am prepared to name the other men if
you want me to, but you know what goes
on in politics." I then said, I know
what may be behind the matter." He
said, "They desired an intermediary to
find out if you would accept the position
of Agent-General." I said that I was
not interested in the position. The
chairmanship of the Rural Finance Corporation and the Speakership of this
House were also offered to me, not only
by this individual but by other people at
Canberra, and even by the then Premier himself.
U

I repeat that I had to make a decision.
I told friends, who have known me
since I have been in Australia, of these
conversations when they were fresh in
my mind. After this man left, I immediately rang ,the present Deputy Premier, the Hon. P. T. Byrnes, M.L.C., and
Sir Albert Dunstan, and asked them to
come to my home immediately. They
arrived there on the Sunday, the day following the visit of this man. I told them
the story because I required that degree
of protection against any insidious propaganda that might be used. The man
told me that I was very hard because
I refused to discuss any terms for a reconciliation between the Country party
and the Liberal party. I said that was
not a matter for me but for the decision
of the party, and that, as we had been
Mr. McDonald.

Account.

described as "political blackmailers,"
anything we asked for might be regarded
as blackmail.
I was asked if I would work with the
then Premier. At that stage I said that
personally I could not, and that it was for
the party to decide what it would do. I
had been asked to engineer against the
Premier. I told the people concerned
that if I could defoeat the then Premier
on the floor of the House or in the electorate, I would do S'0, as was my privilege as the leader of a political party,
but that I would hav'e no pa:r.t in defeating him in any other way. I told the
man who made the proposition never to
come to me with any such proposal
again. I informed Mr. Hollway to that
effect.
I was next asked if there was anyone
else in my party with whom this man
could talk about a reconciliation of the
two parties. I replied that I could not
think of anyone. He said, "Surely
there must be some one, they are not all
as hard as you." I said, "You will find
them worse than I am because they will
not even talk on these matters with any·
one. J.t is only because I know you "and I named him-" that as a matter
of courtesy I have spoken to you." He
persisted, and I said, "Well, if you like,
there is my deputy, Mr. Dodgshun, but
I d'0ubt very much if he would be prepared to meet. you. I will tell him so
th(lJt it cannot be said that I personally
am the Country party and that I dictate
everything. If you want to, I will speak
with Mr. Dodgshun, and ask him if he is
prepared to see you." That i's the reply
in Ithe letter.
Brigadier TOVELL
(Brighton).On a point of order, Mr. Chairman, I do
not wish to interrupt the Premier in his
statement of this affair, but I maintain
that it has nothing whatever to do with
Supply.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr.· Mibus).-I
gave the honorable member for Grant
the opportunity of amplifying the matter and I propose to give the Premier
the opportunity of replying.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I spoke to Mr. Dodgshun and
told him what had happened. To his
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honour and credit he refused to have
anything to do with anybody on the
question of reconciliation of the parties
because Ithat was a matter for the two
parti'es officially to decide. That is in
the letter I wrote to my friend when I
told him that I had spoken to Mr. 'Dodgshun, and that Mr. Dodgshun was not
prepared to meet him. It had nothing
to do with the Agent-General's position.
Mr. 'FRASER.-Do you still suggest that
you were offered a bribe?
IMr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I suggest that I was offered the
position and Ithe honorable member for
Grant can pla,ce whatever interpretation
he likes on it.
Mr. FRAsER.-Was there any authority
for the offer?
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I repeat that the honorable
member can place ,any interpretation he
likes on it. I was told of this position
and the high honpur and those other
things that were available; if I chnse
to say yes, they would be mine. I am
perfectly happy to face the people of
Vic.toria, because I have told the truth.
I have not sunk to the depths to which
the honorable member for Grant has
sunk. What he has done does not redound to his credit. !My duty is to protect the honour and dignity of Parliament, and particularly of this House,
and that I shall always endeavour to do.
I am certain that members will understand what the honorable member for
Grant has done.
Mr. CAIN.-What he did was all prearranged, because the Leader of the
Opposition was not present.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Mihus).Order!
Before members proceed to
make their contributions to the debate,
I must inform them that I have allowed
what I think is sufficient latitude. The
motion before the Chair deals with 92
headings in' the Supply schedule, which
present ample 'Scope for debate.
Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-On a point
of order, Mr. Chairman; probably one
of the most serious charges that could
be made has been launched by the honorable member for Grant. In the absence
of the Leader of the Opposition, who
was the other star actor in this turn, the
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honorable member for Grant attempted
to prove that the Premier had not told
the truth. The Chief Secretary has
been mentioned by the honorable member for Grant and, in the public interest,
he should be allowed the opportunity of
replying. I hope that opportunity will
be given, notwithstanding your intimation that you propose to restrict discussion to the Supply schedule. I am only a
looker-on, but the public, too, are looking on, and they are entitled to the full
facts. The Chief Secretary should be
given the opportunity to express his
views on this subject.
The CHAIRMAN .-My decision, as
Chairman of Committees, stands.
Brigadier TOVELL
(Br,ghton).The motion before the Chair is that a
certain amount be allocated to His
Majesty for the purpose of carrying on
the business of the country. It has been
claimed that because the Supply
schedule was drawn up by the Liberal
and Oountry party Government, the
members of the Opposition should now
accept the schedule in toto seeing that it
is presented by the" Country-Labour"
Government. When the Supply schedule
was prepared by our Government, it ,was
intended that the money should be spent
according to the policy of the Liberal
and Country party. N ow we are asked
to accept the schedule and, as numbers
count, it will be accepted. It was not
intended that the money should be spent
on implementing the policy of the
Labour party, as will happen.

The gag was applied this morning by
the Government and that step is deplored by all parties. In the last week
the gag has been applied on three
occasions. The first was when the
Premier, during the initial debate,
quibbled and wasted time on declining
to give the Deputy Leader of the Opposition an extension of ten minutes. It
was a most paltry thing to do. Twice
to-day the gag has been applied and
consequently this Supply debate cannot
continue beyond 5 p.m. The House will
then go into recess, perhaps for a month
or six weeks. Before that happens the
tone and feelings of the Chamber should
be restored to that equanimity which
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should always prevail. Therefore, I
propose in the few moments allowed to
me to try to bring back decency,
courtesy, and a proper feeling into this
Chamber. H will be deplorable if after
5 p.m. to-day we return to our respective elector,ates with feelings of
envy, enmity, and hatred towards one
another. My purpose in speaking is to
refer to the item relating to expenses
of the State Electoral Office.
I have
been amazed and disgus1ted at the proceedings in this Chamber sinces Tuesday
of last week.
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ideals and principles, made the same
promise to his electors.
However, as
soon as the ballot-boxes were closed,
negotiations were started for this unnatur,al amalgamation.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr. Cor-

rigan).-I must ask the honorable
member to return to the subject before
the Chair.
Brigadier TOVELL.--<I am speaking
on the vote for the Electoral Office, and
am pointing out that the purpose -of the
electoral sys;tem, on which we spend
money, has been repudiated.
I come
Mr. BARRY.-Hear, hear!
back to the point I made first, that when
Supply has been granted we will return
Brigadier TOVELL.---"I am glad that to our electorates, and the money which
the honorable member for Carlton agrees is now being voted for our salaries will
with me. He has disagreed with every- be paid to us, although we will not be
thing I have said previously. The present doing any work. In recent years we have
pact between the Government and the heard in this Chamber repeatedly the
Labour party is unnatural and improper. saying that "Jt is not who is right, but
I have been brought up to believe that what is right." If what is happening on
truth, honour, and virtue transcend the the Gov.ernment side is right, I must go
external qualities of rank and fortune. back 'over the years and completely
I believe now that the external qualities revise all the principles of morality on
of rank and for-tune have led some mem- which I was brought up. My appeal to
bers on the Government side of the 'members is that when they break up
House to forget truth, honour, and after having granted Supply to His
virtue. I refer now to the expenses of Majesty, each of them will ask himself,
the Electoral Office because I wish to " Have I done right?" I hope that when
revert to incidents that occurred before we meet again, as we shall in the course
the last election.
In order to induce of about two months, according to the
certain electors to record their votes for will of the Premier, we shall have better
the Country party the Leader of that feelings towards one another than we
party publicly, on behalf of his party, have now.
said that in no circumstances would he
Mr. BARRY.-I hope so.
ever link up with-to cut it short-what
Brigadier
TOVELL.-Keep quiet, you
is now known as the Labour party.
noisy rapscallion!
If the prospective
Tha t promise was made on every Lord Mayor of Greater Melbourne will
Country party platform, and the reason only keep quiet, I may be able to say
for making it was to induce unsuspecting something. I have been disgusted with
electors to record their votes for that
the happenings in the House since last
party. IMembers who represent the Tuesday, and I know that many of my
Country party in Parliament know that colleagues on both sides share that feel. in many of their electorates their per- ing.
We are going into recess in the
sonalities transcended the policy of their middle of winter, and I hope that our
party, and that the electors, when they tempers will be cooled and that we will
had to choose between their personalities come back with a better realization of
and the policy of their party, may have what is expected of members of Parliabeen, and in many cases undoubtedly ment. The institution of Parliament was
were, influenced by the fact that the can- dragged backwards and forwards in the
dida te had promised that if elected he gutter during last week, and my final
would not -}link up with a party tha t appeal is that when members come back
espoused the principles and policy of the they win ensure that the money provided
in the Supply is spent in a proper manner
Labour party.
~he Leader of the
Labour 'party, with ~xactly the same and in the proper spirit.
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Sir THOMAS MALTBY (Barwon).I suggest, Mr. Acting Chairman-Mr. GALVIN.-The honorable member
has brought a charter with him.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-This document is not the Atlantic Cha:r.ter, as suggested by the honorable member for
Bendigo. H is a char.ter which has been
dredged out of the Dead Sea, and I am
about to read it.
It i,s headed, "Australian Labour Party, Victorian Central
Executive," and it is addressed to " Dear
Comrades."
It sets out some of the
terms of the immoral bargain made
between the "Dear Comrades."
Mr. BARRY.-Why "immoral?"
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-Is the honorable member for Carlton already repudiating that the people referred t'O are
his dear comrades?
Mr. BARRY.-No.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I am glad
my devoted friend from Carlton acknowledges 1hat these people are his dear
comrades.
He will pr,obably find that
they are dear at any price. The preamble
to the charter from the Dead Sea
readsWith a view to providing stable and progressive government for the State of Victoria in the confused pOlitical situation,
consequent on the recent elections, this
Executive authorizes the State Parliamentary Labour party to support a Country
party Government on a programme--

I invite the attention of honorable members to the following two words:inter alia for the following subjects.

Then follow fifteen points, some of which
are very blunt. I interpret the expression (( inter alia)) as meaning "among
other things."
Mr. GALVIN.-That includes getting
rid of the Liberal party.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-That would
make sixteen points. What other undisclosed conditions have been rammed
down the throats of the dear comrades?
Mr. BARRY.-We won on the first
point; we wiped out the old Speaker.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-That is so,
and I am delighted to be on the floor
of this House so 'that I may resume my
former relations with the honorable
member. The document to which I refer

.
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is extremely important because of' what
it discloses. Members of the House, and
the 10 per cent. of the electors of Victoria who voted for the Country party,
will be pleased to. learn what secret
agreement exists, because the document
indicates that, among other things,
agreement had been reached on fifteen
points.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr. Corrigan}.-The honorable member's remarks are outside the scope of the debate. The discussion must be confined
to administrative matters for which the
Government is responsible.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I shall relate my remarks to one of the 92 items
in the Supply schedule. I presume that
the Government is pledged, by implication, 10 use the money for the purposes
set out in the schedule. I ask, as my
right, whether the sums shown to be
required for the various purposes in the
schedule are to be used to implement
this fifteen-point programme. My question is, I suggest, highly relevant. The
Governmen t is in honour bound to use
the money for the purposes mentioned
in the schedule. If it does not propose
to use the money in any other way,
then it is repudiating this fifteen-point
programme. Therefore, it is already betraying its new-found allies. We are
realistic enough to admit that the
Government will get Supply, but we are
concerned as to whether the Government
will properly handle the money.
Mr. BARRY.-That is, to know whether
members will put it in their "kicks,"
or not?
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-What I desire to know is whether the honorable
member for Carlton will give the seal
of his approval to the appointment of
the Minister of Housing and the use of
the money provided for housing purposes?
Mr. BARRY.-Provided he does what I
tell him to do.
Brigadier TOVELL.-Now, the cat is
out of the bag.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-In case, on
account of the noise of the interjections
by members, the Hansard reporter did
not hear what was said, I repeat what
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the honorable member for Carlton interjected. He said that he approves of the
Minister of Housing holding that portfolio so long as the Minister will do what
he, a former Minister of Housing, will
tell him to do.
Mr. BARRY.-Why should I not approve
of that? But that does not say that
the Minister will do as he is told.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The Minister of Health has also been interjecting,
but he is so unhealthy that he has
already forgotten, and in fact denies,
that the honorable member for Carlton
was at one time Minister of Housing.
The point I was making was that when
the Labour party was in Opposition
during the last two or three years, it
frequently took excepti·on to the portfolio of Housing being held by a member in the other place. The Labour
party said that by virtue of the importance of the Housing portfolio it
should be held by a Minister in the
Assembly where he could be questioned
on the administration of his Department.
I am not sure that that contention did
not have a great deal of merit. I now
remind the House that the Governmen t
has not only given that important portfolio to a member of the Legislative
Council but has allotted it to the
humblest and most junior Minister,
unsalaried.
Mr. HYLAND.-That is what the
previous Government did so far as Mr.
Warner was concerned. As Minister of
Housing he was unsalaried, and the
present Government is following the
same principle.
Mr. BARRY.-Housing was an
salaried portfolio when I held it.

un-

Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The point
is that my arrow has struck home.
Gypsy Smith, the great evangelist, used
to be subjected to int'erjections similar
to those which I am now enduringthough I am no evangelist. On one
occasion when his audience were yelping,
as mine are now, he said that if a stone
was thrown into a pack of dogs and
one ran out squealing, that was the one
which had been hit.
Mr. FULTON.-You must have been hit
many times.
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Mr. BARRY.-You ran out squealing
and you have been squealing ever since.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I can debate
this question with a smile and without
feeling. The point which I wish to
emphasize is that the important portfolio of Housing has been allotted to a
junior m'ember in another place, and the
position is unsalaried. Apparently, members of the Labour party connive at that
action. By interjection, they have registered their approval. I suggest that the
portfolio should be allotted t'O a member
in this Chamber.
In view of the interjections by the
honorable member for Carlton, I suggest
that there exists a shadow Cabinet and
behind the Government's Cabinet stand
all the former Ministers who held
corresponding portfolios in the Labour
Government. Will anybody suggest that
the honorable member for Carlton is the
only former Minister of the Labour
Government who will approve of what
the Government will do? Do not believe
it. The h'Onorable member for Bendigo,
who represents my native city, will give
guidance, counsel and comfort when
necessary to the Minister of Wa ter
Supply.
Mr. GALVIN.-I gave the Minister in
your party's Governm'ent every cooperation.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I believe the
honorable 'member did. I now see the
reason why the Government reduced the
number of its Ministers to twelve. I
suggest that the reduction was made
because there is actually a Cabinet of
24 members-twelve elected and paid,
and twelve who are directing. Were I not
a member of this House, and I wanted
a building permit, I would not· apply to
the most junior Minister of the Cabinet;
I would go to the honorable member
for Carlton, and if I secured his approval
that would be as good as getting a
permit. If I were a farmer and wanted
another acre-foot of water to grow
tomatoes I would approach the honorable
member for Bendigo.
Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).
-On a point of order, I suggest that
the honorable member for Barwon
should not pursue his remarks because
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each member of Cabinet has sworn that
he wi'll perform his duties without fear
or favour. The honorable member has
held the highest position in Parliament
and should know better than to make
such observations.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr. CorrigSR).-The honorable member for Barwon is not in order in making the statements to which objection has been taken
by the Chief Secretary. .
Sir THOMAS MALTBY (Barwon).I shall defer to the sensitiveness of the
Chief Secretary. The events of the past
couple of weeks, together with the present situation the outcome of which he
is unable to determine, have left him
emotional, sensitive, and. overwrought;
so much so that remarks to which he
would take no objection at other times
wound him deeply. I do agree that
Ministers will administer their Departments without affection, because they
have never had any affection for honorable members occupying the corner
benches. However, I decline to deny
that the Administration will be without
fear; it will be full of fear and
trembling.
On the Supply schedule, there are 92
items, some of which can be related
to the fifteen magic points. These may
be divided into three parts. There are
those matters that require legislation,
those that require administration and
one-that relating to the Essential Services Act-which is entirely negative. A
few minutes ago the Chief Secretary reminded the House that he, together with
others, had taken an oath to administer
the law without fear or affection. I
should like him to explain how he reconciles that assurance and that oath
with the pledge that the Essential Services Act will not be administered.
Should the circumstances demand it, will
the honorable gentleman, as becomes a
Minister of His Majesty's Government
under oath, break one pledge in order to
administer the Essential Services Act
without fear or affection? He must
either adhere to his oath or repudiate
it. The Chief Secretary thinks so little
of the oath about which he has been reminding us that he laughs and smirks
at the mere idea of it.
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There has been an admission that the
real Government is the party supporting
the Country party. I am firmly of the
opinion that some of the pledges given
to the Labour party will nat be fulfilled.
I believe that the Country party Government accepted the condition of redistribution knowing that although the measure would be passed by the Legislative Assembly, it would never be
accepted by the Legislative Council. The
Country party would rely on the rejection of that measure in the Council so
that it might have an alibi and be able
to say that nothing had happened. In
that event the Labour party would be
able to go to their supporters and say
"We did our best, but the Legislative
Council rejected the measure, and that
is an additional reason for extinguishing
it." The Leader of the Labour party
is not so innocent and inexperienced as
to believe that the passage of the measure is a certainty.
In my opinion the proposal is a first
step in the total abolition of the Legislative Council. On a previous occasion
when a measure of electoral reform was
before that House, the Honorable William
Slater, M.L.C., admitted, when answering
a question, that the objective of
the Labour party was to extinguish
the Council, presumably upon the
lines followed by the Queensland
Government.
As part of the price
of office, the traditional upholders
of the House of review are prepared to
create a situation which will ultimately
lead to the abolition of the Council.
Under aduU franchise a time will come
when the Labour party will have a
majority in the Council and, provided it
coincides with a period in which it rules
in this House, there will be tabled a measure which will in fact banish the Council from the political scene.
Whether or not that is desirable is not
the question I am debating; I have a
very open mind upon that matter. I
believe that in politics there is always
a steady movement from the right towards the left. I believe that, if our
system of representative government is
retained, the time will come in that
movement when the Conservative party
of the day will represent the interests of
Labour members who, in their turn, will
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be defending themselves against what
they believe to be the inroads of some
more Leftist ~party or organiza tion.
Such is the trend and if the members of
the Government disagree with that idea,
they should have anoOther "think"
about what they are doing, because by
their actions they are hastening ,the day.
I emphasize that the present Governmen t is a government only in name; it
is not a government in fact. Behind
every Minister will stand" that prompter "-1 shall not use oOther words that
may have a similar meaning. The members of the Government will not have
any minds of their own. ,By virtue of
their inexperience ,and oOf their weakness
in the present 'sttuati'on, they will be
obliged to be directed by their" opposite
numbers" in the corner. 1 suggest that
anybody who shoOuld want anything doOne
along the lines I have indicated will find
that the oOpposite numbers oOf the Government will actually have more poOwer, in
effect, than the Ministers themselves.
Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).This afternoon the Oommittee has been
considering the question of granting
Supply for an amount oOf £7,706,785, to
enable the services oOf the State to be
carried on for a period of two months.
When Supply is under consideration, the
general rule is to discuss ,the various
items, the administration of the Departments, and, possibly, the woOrk of the
Minister who is in charge of a particular
Department. During ,the debate to-day
certain statements have been m'ade reflecting oOn the administra Hon of the
major Department and on the Minister
who administers that Department,
namely, the Premier. In passing, 1
should like toO say that, in my opinion,
the Premier is oOne oOf the whi,test and
straightest men in this State. He would
refuse toO st,oop to do a mean action. 1
think that his natural qualities must 'be
evident to all members oOf this Chamber.
In the first place, he is ,outspoken; he
would refuse to go behind closed doors
to say anything against a person; he
would either make his remarks personaHy to the man concerned, or express
his view in the House.
As far as my memory goes, the statements made by the Premier earlier in
the ,present deb a te were substantially
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correct. Almost immediately after he
had heard the story he recounted it to me
over the telephone. M'ost members know
that the Premier and I live about 200
miles apart. As SOoOn a's he gave me a
hint of what he desired' to convey I
said, "W:ell, I should prefer not to discuss this matter over the telephone. I
will visit you at your home." Matters
of the kind in question had been worrying members of 'my party for some time.
As the Premier. explained to me, he and
I had been Ithrough the poOlitical wringer
foOr the past eighteen months or two
years, and we had been :subject to
all kinds of misrepresentations throughout the State and in some sections of the
press. However, we believed that we
were acting in the right way, and that
we had justice on our side. We were
prepared to allow Ume to prove to the
people that that was so, even against
the blast of propaganda.
Previously offers had been made to
another member of my party-that has
not been denied-in order that the then
Government could have a sufficient
number of members on its side of the
Chamber for a majority. In the specific
offer made to my leader at Shepparton,
one of the conditions was that a sufficient
number of Country party members could
be led over to support the Government
of the day. Throughout those negotiations I said that I would not be one to
sacrifice the principles on which the
Country party had been built. As a
result, continual misrepresentation was
levelled against the party in all parts of
the State. On my way to visit the
Leader of our party at Shepparton, I
picked up the leading representative of
the Country party in the Council-the
Honorable P. T. Byrnes.
When I arrived at my Leader's home
he informed me of the interview, the
story about which was perverted by the
honorable member for Grant, to whom
my Leader has replied. My Leader told
me of what had been suggested and that
he had a discussion with the gentleman
concerned. He mentioned, too, that he
had said, if there could be any rapprochement between the two parties, the first
thing that would have to happen was
the dropping by the Liberal party of the
Country party's name, and that the next
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thing was that the Liberals would have
to get another Leader. My colleague
said also that the man in question had
asked, "Is there anyone else in your
party with whom I can discuss this
matter?"
The allusion was to the
proposal that members of the Country
party should 'Sit on the Ministerial side
of the House and support the Government. My Leader informed the interviewer: "There is only one man and
that is Keith Dodgshun, the Deputy
Leader of the party."
His reason for saying that was that
in all parts of the State, and possibly in
the minds of the people who had sent
the interviewer forward, was the view
that my Leader was being dominated by
one man in the party, and that the interviewer required some on~ else in the
party to express his views on the party
attitude towards the proposal. I then
said, "If that man had interviewed me
I would not have said as much as you
have. I would have informe,d him that
the interview was over." My Leader
asked, "Would you not meet.him?" and
I replied, "I will not." My Leader then
inquired, "Can I tell him that?", and
that was the reason for the letter,
because I rejoined, "You can write, telephone or take any other means of
informing him that I will not 'meet
him."
Mr. GALVIN.-There seems to be a lot
of rabbits in your district.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-There are a lot of
rabbits scurrying to their burrows today. We have heard from the honorable
member for Barwon that the general
. trend in politics is a movement from the
Right to the Left. Last week the party
which then was in power went precipitously to the Left.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-At least we retained
our honour.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-I do not know
about that.
Mr. BROSE.-The Liberals went so far
left that they found themselves on the
rocks.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-That is so. Last
week, in the courne of the debate on the
no-confidence motion, I said that certain
people a'ppeared to think each individual
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has his price, whether it be a pecuniary
reward or one of prestige.
However,
they failed to assess the character of
members of my party, and so insidious
suggestions were made throughout the
State.
They know bet'ter than to
approach me on these matters. During
my recent election campaign, in many
instances I was approached by the president of a local branch of the Liberal
party, who suggested that I should be
the Leader of the Country party. InsidiDUS propaganda was used to try to make
me disloyal to my Leader by implying
tha t I was the one to lead the Country
party to the Right. I was approached in
dark corners in hotels on that subject.
Brigadier TOVELL.-What· were you
doing in such places?
Mr. DODGSHUN.-The honorable
'member does not realize how dark it Is
in a country hotel after one returns
there from a late meeting. In view of
what I have said, members will apprecia te why my party decided tha tany
specific propositiDn had to be in writing
so that the party could consider it
officially.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Did the Labour party
puts its offer in writing?
Mr. DODGSHUN.-When the Leader
of the Opposition was Premier, he made
use of the most a·stute propaganda,
either in his weekly broadcasts or in
statements to the press, about offers to
my party. He did not have the courage
to make those offers in writing so that
we could consider them. He was trying
to delude the people throughout the
State so that our supporters would doubt
us. We hope to clean up some of the
things that the former Government said
that it had done but failed to do. I
rose principally tD substantiate the statements of the Premier. Since I have been
his deputy, I have learned to appreciate
his worth, his honesty and his sincerity,
and also the personal sacrifice that he
has made in carrying out his public
duties.
To-day the CDmmittee has listened to
the hDnorable member for Grant, a
member. who has been with us fDr only
a few days.
He made rema~ks that
many of us would not make in our own
homes. Even when discussing questions
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with my wife I have said, "Is it worth
while trying to fight for the State and
to do what is right and fair?" Many
matters disgust members, and I told my
people that I almost did not nominate as
a candidate in the recent election for
that reason, although I hold a "blue
ribbon" Country party seat. The honorable member for Grant will learn that
in this Assembly we assess the wheat
and discard the chaff.
Personal conversations wi1thin the precincts of the
Chamber should not be ventilated in this
House at any time. I trust that the
honorable member will carry out his intention to assist other members to raise
the status of this institution. If he does
so, he will receive the thanks of his
electors; if he does not, he will be discarded by them.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition) .-Naturally, I have no objection
to any of the items that appear in the
Supply schedule, which was prepared
while I was Treasurer. However, I wish
to comment on the closing remarks of
the Chief Secretary. In the course of
the proceedings last week, the Premier
made a violent attack upon some one
whom he accused of attempting to bribe
him. The Premier did not give the
man's name, and as far as I know that
has not been disclosed to-day.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-The honorable member for Grant did not mention the man's
name. You were absent from the Chamber when the Premier was replying.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I know all about the
matter. Apparently sufficient has been
said to permit the person concerned to
be identified.
Mr. GALVIN.-I think we all know who
he is.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I have not the faintest idea who he is. Apparently, the
gen tleman referred to in the file in the
possession of the honorable member for
Grant is the man who was accused of
attempting to bribe tile Premier.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-The Premier did not
say that it was bribery, but that offers
were made 10 him.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-In the course of the
debate last week, the Premier said that
this man attempted to bribe him. I
think it is cant and humbug for the
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Chief Secretary to object to a member
defending this man, even though his
name has remained anonymous. In view
of the fact that the man might be identified, the honorable member for Grant
was perfectly entitled to defend him.
For the Chief Secretary to give the Committee a curtain lecture on the principles
of morality was as comical as is the
Government itself.
The honorable
gentleman said that certain people
apparently imagine that every man has
his price.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-That appears to be
the attitude of some of your supporters.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-This is the attitude
of the Country party: "If you stick out
long enough, you will get a better price."
That is what the paflty did. It has now
been paid the price of eight of its members out of a total of thirteen occupying
the Treasury bench. The Government
was formed as the outcome of trickery
and fraud on the electors. While I do
not blame the Leader and members of
the Labour party for what they did, I
contend that it is wrong for the Leader
of a responsible party to go to the country and say, as the Countryman reportedMy party has not deviated from its sworn
opposition to Communism, dictation, and
regimentation, and has at all times supported active measures to eliminate this
menace from our way of life, and will not
under any circumstances countenance the
policy of any party whose objective is the
socialization of industry, pr,oduction, distribution, and exchange.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-Is not that all right?
Mr. HOLLWAY. - The statement
would be all right if members of the
Country party would adhere to it. It
was one thing to win an election by'
means of propaganda of the nature I
have quoted, but it was an entirely different matter to accept office at the dictation of the party that was criticized.
The Labour party has only one objective
and that is, the socialization of industry,
production, distribution, and exchange.
Mr. CAIN.-In yesterday's offer, you
were prepared to support that policy.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I have quoted from
the constitution of the Australian
Labour party and what I have read is
its sole objective. In the circumstances,
it is a fraud on the electors for the
Country party to take office.
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Mr. BARRY.-What about the offer of
yesterday; it does not mean anything?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I shall COlne to that
in its proper sequence. The Chief Secr£'tary has a habit of quoting so-called
offers received by members of his party.
Neither he nor his Leader was game to
say from whom the offers came.
'Mr. DODGSHUN.-You instigated them
and then kept out of the way.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The man would still
have a name whether or n'Ot I instigated
anything. At one stage, the Chief Secretary went around the oountry saying
that members of our party-he did not
name them-had offered the late Sir
Albert Dunstan all sorts of jobs, of which
I knew nothing whatever. I cannot say
whether some unnamed individual
offered something to somebody, because
I do not know.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-We know, because
we were approached. Both the Premier
and I were approached.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I made no offer of
any sort to the late Sir Albert Dunstan.
M.r. DODGSHUN.-Do you deny that
offers were made on your behalf?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I deny Ithat they
w~re made on my behalf. According to
t.he Chi~f Secretary we made the late
Sir Albert Dunstan offers of everything
except the chairmanship of the Soil Conservation Authority.
Mr. CAIN .-Did you offer him the
chairmanship of the Rural Finance Corporation?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I did not.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-Some one did, on
your behalf.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-There is always
s()me vague, unnamed person. If the
Chjef Secretary is prepared to lay
charges that a person did as he suggests,
the charges may be tested as to whether
they are true or false. All the Chief Secretary does is to create a fog 'Of suspicion.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-,Whatever you do
with your friends, we do not play false
by them.
Mr.
HOLLWAY. - The
integrity,
politically and otherwise, of m!embers on
both sides 'of the House is of paramount
Session
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importance. I have ,always deplored the
"hit and run" gent'leman, such a's the
Chief Secretary, who makes statements
without substantiating them and without
laying suffici,ent data before the House
to allow anybody else to Itest whether
his statements are true or false.
Mr. CAIN.-After all that you have
said about the Country party, and what
it has said about you, d'Oes it not appear
that by supporting the Country party
we of the Labour party have done the
right thing to get stable government in
this State?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-! agree that if the
Labour party is anxious to carry out its
policy-,and its objective is Socialismit has taken the only step P'Ossible, from
its viewpoint.
Mr. CAIN.-We areanxi'Ous to carry
out our ·country policy. If you term the
development of the State's brown coal
resources Socialism, then we are going
to carry it out.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-It was only when
my Government took office that that
problem was tackled and the present
Government is going to reap the benefit
of the research carried out by others.
All that the Dunstan Governm'ent did
was to talk about gasification and getting oil from brown coal, but it did
nothing.Mr. CAIN.-It was a Labour Government that brought to Victoria the
experts on brown coal.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I give the Labour
Government full credit for that. It was
at that stage that this big job was commenced. The Labour party has always
said that no Government can claim full
credit for everything that is done, but
no Government prior to the Cain Labour
Government can claim credit for the
development of our brown coal resources.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-Yes, the previous Country party
Government could make the claim.
Mr. CAIN (to Mr. Hollway) .-For two
years you were in a Government witih the
late Sir Albert Dunstan; therefore you,
too, are guilty.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I do not claim any
credit for that Government, or the
Government that preceded it. It is
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entirely false to say that my Government
did not pull its full weight in the
development of the Latrobe valley. The
present Minister of Transport supported
us, as did all Gippsland Country party
members.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-Who opposed you?
Mr.
HOLLWAY. - The
present
Premier did. If our record had been as
bad as some would claim, certain
Country party members for Gippsland
electorates would not have walked out
of the House when divisions were
taken or, in some cases, actively supported us, if they had not thought we
were doing a good job. They are the
members who know and, if he is h'Onest
about it, the Minister of Transport will
agree that the work done by my Government was sound. I give the honorable
gentleman full credit for his work in the
development of the Latrobe valley.
Mr. HYLAND.-Is it not a big j'Ob that
we should get down to, irrespective of
parties?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I agree, and it was
for that reason, in the face of a good
deal of criticism, that I appointed the
present Minister of Transport as chairman of the committee in charge of the
development of the Latrobe valley, and
I 'make no apology for the 'appointment.
The most important thing was to get
the job done.
Mr. BROSE.-YOU wanted the gasification plant to be established at South
Melbourne.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I am discussing this
problem with some one who knows
Probably the
something about it.
Minister of Water Supply does not know
where South Melbourne is, 'and had
never heard of the Latrobe valley until
my Government started to develop it.
I hope the work will be continued. A
suggestion has been made that I made
some offer to the Labour party. In fairness to both the Leader of that party and
myself, I say that I have never discussed
the matter with the honorable member.
I have made no offer, and all that I said
was "This is the policy in which we
believe."
Mr. GALVIN.-From yesterday!
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Mr. HOLLWAY.-We put up a certain
proposal yesterday.
Mr. CAlN.-Why did y'OU not include
it in the Governor's Speech?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Part of it was included under the heading-the reform
of the Legislative Council.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-Did you give a copy of the
document I now have before me-the
terms of your want-of-confidence motion
-to any member 'Of the Labour party?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I did not. I gave
one copy to the Premier and one to the
Leader of the Labour party. I have not
discussed it in private with the honorable gentleman and I make it perfectly
clear that it is not a "snide" method
on the part 'Of the Opposition to get back
to the Treasury bench. The proposal
must be endorsed by the electors on a
democratic franchise. In other words,
we do not accept the proposition that
the present Government is democratic.
Labour party members claim that
they and members of the Country party
represent 60 per cent. of the voters.
That may be true, but they do not represent a democratic cross-section of the
community. The policy of the Labour
party has always been well known, and,
alothough I disagree violently with it, I
acknowledge that the party has always
gone ahead, by whatever means, to implement it. On the ather hand, members of the Country party in this House
have been returned under false pretences, and whether it is good business
for the Labour party ,to use that party
to carry out its own policy is a matter
for the Labour party itself.
Mr. CAIN.-It is good business for us
to do the State's work.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-It is good business
for the honorable member and his party
to use any tool such as ,they have in
this Parliament at ,the present moment to
reach their ultimate objective. I admire
them for doing it, although I disagree
entirely with what they are doing. I
am not in any sort of negotiation with
the Labour party, or with anybody else.
I say frankly, this is our policy, and we
want it carried out. Our proposal is to
chop the Commonwealth electorates in
two, but there will still not be one vote
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one value. I have never been frightened
to put my views to 1he test. I hold a
seat which is comparable with those
held by the honorable member for
Bendigo and the honorable member for
Geelong, and I have never been willing
to squib an election or anything else.
If I believe that it is right to do a certain thing I am prepared to do it by
whatever means.
Mr. CAIN.-If it is right to do it now,
it was right a week ago, a month ago,
and a year ago. Why did you not do
it then?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Because, at that
stage, it was not relevant, and because
this awful travesty had not taken place.
If the Labour paI"ty had won at the last
election-and I think the Leader of the
Labour party will give me this much
credit-I would have handed over to
him and said, "This is the will of the
people. Carryon, and 'good luck to
you!" But I say that the present
arrangement is not the will of the
people, and, therefore, it becomes relevant for me to go perhaps a little further than some members of my party
may like, and to seek an equitable redistribution so that 'the electors themselves, instead of groups of people
scattered over the countryside, will decide the type of Government. If the
people vote for a " shandygaff" Government in this State, by all means let us
accept 1:heir decision.
Mr. CAIN.-They have been deciding
tha t way for more than 30 years.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The Leader of the
Labour party has been the worst of the
critics. He has said that the electoral
boundaries are weighted against his
party, and I think he will agree that
they are weighted also to a certain extent against my party, in favour of the
Country party. Had conditions proceeded normally, and had the present
Government not occupied the Treasury
bench, the Leader of the Labour party
and I would have regarded redistribution
as being of no great immediate prac1:ical
importance.
The

CHAIRMAN

(Mr.

Mihus).-

The Leader of the Opposition is not in
order in discussing the subject of redistribution.
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Mr. HOLLWAY.-I was pointing out
that by this Supply vote we are handing £7,000,000 to the Government, which
will then be able to carry out its policy.
If it is the will of the people that the
Government should carry out the policy
of the Labour party, the will of the
people should be clearly expressed. I
hope in ,the future that a larger vote will
be needed for the Electoral Office for
the purpose of holding another general
election. I think the Leader of the
Labour party will agree with me when
I say that I have had no discussion or
negotiation with him. I say that in defence of both him and myself. I am
not offering him anything, and he is not
offering me anything. I am merely
saying that this i's the truth.
Mr. CAIN.-What you did not agree
with a week ago now comes like a bolt
from the blue when you are in
Opposition.
,Mr. HOLLWAY. - Not so much
because I am in Opposition. If the
Liberal and Country paI'lty had been in
opposi'tion to the Labour party I doubt
whether this proposal would have been
prepared, but when there is a Government like ,the present, which is a
travesty of democracy, something drastic
must be done about it.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-You would destroy the Country
party, although the electors refused to
do so.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Ten per cent. of the
electors of Victoria decided that certain
members of the Coun;try party should
'be returned to this House. Three members of that party wet'e not returned. If
the pres en t Government believes in truth
and justice in electoral affairs, and if it is
prepared to carry out the redistribution
,scheme proposed, I will support it. H
the Government goes to the country and
returns to P.arliament still in power, and
if the Labour party supports it, I shall
be prepared to say, "The will of the
people has been done." Until then, I say
the Government is not a democratic
Government.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-You have done everything possible to exterminate us, and now you a.::;k
us to exterminate ourselves.
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Mr. HOLLWAY.-If the Premier did
that, I would claim that hi,s was the best
Government the State had ever had. My
proposal is put forward to .give the
people of Victoria an opportunity of
The Supply
expressing their will.
schedule is in order. It is not different
fr,om that which I prepared when I was
Trealsurer.
Supply will be gr,anted by
the Opposition with a suggestion which
I make to the Premier for his mature
consideration. In Ithe event of noconfidence motions being submitted in
the future, I suggest that he should deal
with them differently from the way in
which he has dealt with the one now on
the Notice Paper. Otherwise, the only
way in which any member will be able
to express his disapproval of the Governm'ent will be by moving for a reduction
of the amount of Supply.
Mr. CAlN.-Have you ever seen a noconfidence motion set out in the form of
the one you propose to move?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I am not saying
'" yea" or "nay" about that.
The
terms of the no-confidence motion set
,out what it is all about.
Mr. CAlN.-They set out that, for certain reasons, the Government has 'lost
the confidence of the House. You did
not say anything about ,that.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-,We did. We said
that the Government was so undemocra tic ally elected that the only sa tisfactory thing to do was to have a redistribution of seats. We 'stand by that
principle. The Government was elected
by only 10 per cent. of the people.
Mr. MeDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-It was elected in exactly the
sam!e way as was your Government.
The Country party suppoI'lted your
Government, just as the Labour party
now supporting my Government.

is

Mr. HOLLWAY.-The Premier should
not become so excited. When I first became Premier, I was the most cheerful
person in the world. However, Ithere is
a big strain attached to the position,
whether one has the support of a
majority of members or not, and I
therefore advise the Premier ,to relax.
His attitude would indicate th,at he had
lost the argument. If the Premier becomes so exeited, he will surely suffer
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from high blood pressure and other ailments. He should endeavour to cultivate a much sunnier disposition. A,s far
as I can see, the Supply schedule is in
order. It ha's been vetted by the Treasury
'experts,and probably the speech which
the Premier delivered on Supply was the
same as I would have made if I had remained the Treasurer. We are prepared
to allow Supply to go through; in fact,
we cannot do otherwise.
Instead of the Premier trying to dodge
criticism by the cheap device of using
hi,s numbers to prevent discussion of the
no-confidence motion of which I have
given notice, he should allow the 'Opposition to ventilate its suggestion for a redistribution of Assembly seats. If necessary, I would withdraw the notice of
motion in its present form as a noconfidence motion. 'Vhat I desire is that
my proposal for 'electoral redivision
should be debated.
Mr. CAIN.-If what you now say, five
weeks after an election, is true, why did
you wait until your Government was
defeated in this House before putting
forward the proposal you now make?
Mr. H'OLLWAY.-We had no opportunity of putting it forward.
Mr. CAlN.-You could have announced
it in the Governor's Speech.
Mr. HOLuWAY.-We announced part
of it in the Governor's Speech, but until
this caricature Government took office,
there was no urgency about it. The circumstances were not the same whi'le a
Government representing a majority of
the people was in office. If the present
combination of parties on the 'Government 'side of the House is a good one,
the arrangement between those parties
could have been made last year, and my
Government, which was a minority Administration, could have been destroyed.
Mr. CAIN.-Your Government consisted of 32 members in this House and
the Speaker.
Mr. H'OLLWAY. - The honorable
member's arUhmetic is wrong. At no
time did I have more than 32 members.
However, nothing was done to bring
about the alli'ance until after the election so that there would be a prospect
of ,three clear years in which the present
Government could retain office. The
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honest course would have been to put
the Country party Government in office
last year, one year before an election
was due to be held. That is why I complain when I see a minority Government, undemocr,atic in its hasis, and supported- by Labour, ruling the country.
What has happened is dishonest and
complete justification for the motion of
which I have given notice. If the
Government would allow the Opposiotion
to debate the subject of the noconfidence motion, I would be prepared
to delete from it anything of a contentious nature arising from Us "noconfidence" aspect.
Mr. CAIN.-We will not allow you to
take anything away from it. .
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I stand by the
motion, and I desire that it be debated.
The Leader of the Labour party and I
have made no offers to each other. I
wish to make that clear.
Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-I appreciate
one statement made by the Leader of
the Opposition, namely, that the Leader
of the Labour party has had no conferences with him concerning a programme which the Labour party would
support and which a Government led by
the Leader of the Opposition would
implement. What appeared in the press,
and what honorable members heard
yesterday is not the outcome of deliberations by the Leader of the Labour party
and the Leader of the Opposition. I
prefer to believe that it is the outcome
of a reversal of opinion by members of
the Liberal party on the question of the
franchise for Upper House elections. I do
not criticize members of the Opposition
for changing their opinion. I trust that
when their proposal is debated, they will
support the granting of adult franchise
not only for Legislative Council elections
but for municipal and other elections.
We are debating the Supply Bill
which, if passed, will enable the Government Departments to carryon their
functions.
Throughout the debate I
have not heard one word of criticism of
the proposed amount of Supply. I was
pleased, also, to hear the Leader of the
Opposition say that he would assist the
passing of the Supply Bill. That is a
desirable change of front, because last
week his deputy when speaking as
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Attorney-General, said that he had fixed
the Upper House and that Supply would
not be granted.
Mr. OLDHAM.-I did not say that; I
said that the Country party and Labour
party did not have the numbers in the
Upper House.
Mr. BARRY.-Very well, I withdraw
my statement. The honorable member
for Malvern said that a Country party
Government would not have the numbers
in the Upper House to obtain Supply.
Mr. OLDHAM.-I did not say that. My
remarks had no relation to Supply. You
should refer to Hansard to see what I
said.
Mr. BARRY.-At all events, the
honorable member was hoping that the
numbers in the Upper House would
prevent the Government now in office
from being able to function. I said I .
believed that that would be a tragedy.
It is to the credit of Rome members in
the other House that they hurried to the
press and expressed their dissatisfaction
with the utterances of some of their
party colleagues in this Chamber. So,
to-day, the Supply Bill will b~ carried.
I revert to the remarks made this
morning by the Leader of my party
that we were anxious to let the people
know where the Labour party stood in
relation to the general issue to-day. We
are convinced, after what has taken
place in this Parliament during the last
few days, that it would have been impossible for stable government to be
provided by the previous Ministry. We
witnessed a fight arising from motives
of personal vanity. The public look to
this Assembly for stable government,
and doubtless they have been disappointed with its performance during
recent times. For many years it has
been known that the alliance between
the Country party and members of the
Opposition party has never been genuine.
Members of the present Opposition
have always endeavoured to drag from
a particular section in this Parliament
all they could get in their own interests.
The Leader of my party said that the
first duty of our party was to provide
stable government for the State, and in
view of the troubled state of the world
stable government is necessary. We are
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now trying to give the electors that
form of government. In view of what
has happened since the Labour party
decided to support the Country party
Government, it is evident how insincere
were those members who, until recently,
comprised the Government.
Last night, after I left Parliament
House, I spoke to some of my colleagues
in the Melbourne City Council. I was
asked, "What are you doing up in the
rat house?" I said, "You will not
believe me when I say that I have seen
everything now, including the Liberal
party advocating adult franchise for the
Legislative Council." One friend remarked, " That is impossible." A couple
of others said, " Have a pull of the other
leg." I remarked, "Gentlemen, you may
not believe me when I tell you that
those Liberal boys have expressed themselves in the form of a no-confidence
moHon. The members whom you have
previously looked upon as your greatest
supporters are to-day advocating the
very thing that you think is most damaging in ttIis community.
They are
advocating adult franchise for Legislative Council elections." My fellow councillors said that they thought certain
members were inclined that way, but
now they were satisfi.ed that they had
gone right over. One councillor said,
"Why don't you support them as a
Government? Probably you would get
as much out of them as you want today." I replied, "After what we have
witnessed to-day we are satisfied that
we would get a lot more." The Labour
party is not supporting the Country
party because it feels that it is going
to receive anything. My Leader has
already stated that we are supporting
the Government because our first duty
is to the State, which requires a stable
Government.
The honorable member for Barwon
made the wild statement that I would
be directing the Minister of Housing on
the question of building permits. On
that subject I should like to give the
Government some advice.
When I
handed over the portfolio of Housing to
the previous Administration it was said
that I had" opened out my shoulders"
on permits. I ask the Governm,ent to
have a look at what happened during
Mr. Barry.
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the last few days of the life of the last
Government. I should like to know how
many permits for hospitals, which I
issued and which were later cancelled,
have not been granted. If the programme
laid down by the previous Government
is examined it will be found that because of the building permits it issued it
will not be possible to build a house
within the next two or three years.
I ask the Government to investigate
permits granted to the firm of A. G.
Healing Limited. A permit was refused
for the erection of a hospital in the
N orthcote and Preston district, but one
has been granted to A. G. Healing
Limi ted for the erection in that area
of an establishment to cost more
than the estimated cost of ,the hospital.
Another permit was granted .to the same
company for a building in Franklinstreet, Melbourne. Further, a permit
was granted for the re-erection of
the premises of the General Tyre and
Rubber Company Proprietary Limited in
Latrobe-street, which had been destroyed
by fire. After the permit was granted,
the land was sold to Kodak (Australasia) Proprietary Limited.
The
firm which received the permit is not
the one tha t will undertake the erection of the building. If the Government
studies the building programme throughout Victoria it will see what has happened and whether my shoulders were
" opened out" any more than were the
shoulders of the previous Government
during i,ts last few days. I could never
have written quickly enough to catch
up with all the permits written by that
Administration. These are reasons why
the Labour party is supporting the
Government.
The honorable member for Grant came
into the Chamber to-day with a massive file, and when he made up his mind
to divulge its contents the Leader of the
Opposition, who was outside the door
of the Chamber, would not come
in. 'However, when he returned to
make a statement in relation to the
file, the honorable member for Grant
withdrew. At no time were they both
in the House together. I should like to
ask a few questions in relation to the
matter raised by the honorable member
for Grant.
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The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Mibus).The honorable member for Carlton cannot ask questions regarding that matter~
Mr. BARRY.-I shall speak about the
Treasury vote. When the Leader of the
Opposition was Premier and was in
hospital he sen't for the Leader of
another party. Nobody has informed
the House of what was said on that
occasion. Probably lIhe then Premier said,
"Look, I am up against it.
I cannot
give your party all the portfolios, but I
will give you 75 per ,cent. ,of them."
Possibly he started to work up on a percentage basis NIl finally he could go no
further.
Parliament spent a few days fighting
over who wa's who, who was to be
Speaker, and who should be Chairman of
Committees. Finally the will of Parliament predominated and it was decided
that the Country party, though small in
numbers, should be given an opportunity
of governing Victoria. The Labour· p'arty
deoided that in the interests of the people
a Country party Government should be
tried because the people of Victoria
required stable government. Unfortunately that state of affairs has not existed
during the past two and a half years.
We of the Labour party regretted that we
could not express the same confidence in
the Opposition party, which was the previous Government, and failed in its
admini'Stration. Members of the Opposition must now take a back sea:t. I hope
they will play the game; but their performance so far has not given us much
encouragement in that direction.
In assisting to grant to the Government Supply for two months it is not the
intention of the Labour party to tender
any advice or ins1truction to the Government. The members of the Ministry
have been in Parliament for long
periods, and we ex:pect them to do their
very best. If they do so we shall not
regret having given them our support. We
believe that the Governmen1t will attempt
to carry out the wishes of the people of
Victoria. Nobody in the country could
make a worse job of pr.ice control than
did the honorable member for Malvern,
who went throughout Australia declaring that tt was time that all price controls disappeared.
It is our desire to
relieve the people of any fear that such
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a domination of opinion may rule in this
State. Is not that sufficient reason for
a change of Government?
The honorable member for Brightun
did the best he could as Minister of
Education, but in our opinion the present
Government can do a great deal more.
The time has come when overcrowded
school'S should be rebuilt, and when
necessary schools should be erected. We
trust that the Government will assist in
that direction. I hope there will be
generated in society a desire for more
humane and Christian treatment of those
who are confined in our penal establish,ments. Unfortunately they were not
born in as good circumstances as were
other members of the community, nor
have they the mental faculties that all
members of this House undoubtedly
possess. In my opinion, crime is due to
a great extent to the mental condition of
the person committing it.
'Mr. CAIN.----'Plus the economic conditions.
Mr. BARRY.-That is so. If the Chief
Secretary will ta,ke this question to heart
we can expect ,a few great reforms in
a short time. I can remember that when
the honorable gentleman last occupied
that position he expressed some opinions
along the lines on whioh my mind is
running at the moment.
,Mr. DODGSHUN.-I commenced certain
projects.
Mr. BARRY.-I hope the Chief Secretary will continue, and that in two
months' time the administration of the
Government will have made the people
of Victoria particularly happy. I trust
that when the Government is drawing up
legisl'a1ion it will include certain matters
in which the Labour party is part'icularly
interested. I hope the Government will
ensure that the suffering masses, who are
represented by the members of my party,
receive that measure of justice which
was denied them f.or so long by the
Government that has just heen dismissed
from office.
The CHAffiMAN (Mr. Mibus).-The
time allotted for the debate on the
motion has now expired.
The motion was agreed to.
The resolution was reported to the
House and adopted.
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WAYS AND MEANS.

The House went into Committee of
Ways and Means.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I move-That, towards making good the supply
granted to His Majesty for the service of
the year 1950-51 the sum of £7,706,785 be
granted out of the Consolidated Revenue of
Victoria.

The motion was agreed to, and the
resolution was reported to the House and
adopted.
CONSOLIDATED REV'ENUE BILL
(No.1).
Leave was given to iMr. McDonald
(Premier and Treasurer) and Mr. Dodgshun (Chief Secretary), to bring in a
Bill to carry out the resolution of the
Committee of Ways and Means.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) brought in a Hi'll to apply out of
Consolidated Revenue the sum of
£7,706,785 to the service of the year
1950-'51, and moved that it be read a
first time.
The motion was agreed to and the Bill
was read a first time, and passed
through its remaining stages.
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES FUR
1949-50.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) presented a message from His
Excellency the Governor~ transmitting
Supplementary Estimates of Expenditure for the year 1949-50, and recommending an appropriation from the Consolidated Revenue accordingly.
The House went into Committee of
Supply.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I move-That a sum not exceeding £2,361,597 be
granted to His Majesty on account for or
towards defraying services for the year
1949-50, as printed ~n the Supplementary
Estimates.

I desire to thank honorable members
generally for their a~sistance in expediting Supply. I regret that, in view
of certain possibilities which I anticipated might develop in the House, I had
to take strong measures to protect the
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position. I am particularly grateful to
the Opposition for having assisted the
Government.
The Supplementary Estimates on
account of the financial year 1949-50 are
submitted for the approval of honorable members. These Supplementary
Estimates were authorized by the previous Administration, and the expenditure incurred thereunder was in no way
the responsibility of the present Government. For the information of hon"orable members, however, I shall enumerate the reasons which have been supplied
to me in respect of major itex:ns under
which increased expenditure is necessary. The purpose of these Estimates
is to obtain parliamentary authority
under the appropriate divisions for the
expenditure which has been incurred in
excess of that already authorized by
the Appropriation Act which was passed
last year. It will clearly be understood
that parliamentary sanction must be
obtained under specific items and therefore the amount of the Supplementary
Estimates does not indicate that the
whole "expenditure for the year will be
correspondingly increased, as there will
be savings in expenditure under certain
other divisions.
The supplementary authority now required is £2,361,597, of which £387,000
is on account of increased salaries and
allowances payable to school teachers,
due to awards of the Teachers Tribunal
as well as cost of living adjustments,
from the 5th of February, 1950. An
amount of £195,000 has been included
on behalf of the Forests Commission on
account of the supply of firewood. This
sum is in addItion to the amount of
£200,000 provided in the last Budget for
this purpose. The additional provision
is necessary to enable the prodUction of
firewood to be continued in order to
ensure adequate supplies for the winter
of 1950. Camps were established to provide accommodation for New Australians
engaged on firewood opera tions. In
view of restrictions which were imposed
on raHway operations due to the coal
strike, the previous Government decided
early in July last to increase the maximum amount payable under the road
transport subsidy on domestic firewood
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from 15s. to 30s. per ton. This increased
subsidy was necessary to ensure adequate supplies for the winter of 1949,
and provision has been made under these
Supplementary Estimates for a further
sum of £100,000 to meet the additional
costs of the subsidy.
An amount of £389,648 has been included on account of the Railway Department. This additional expenditure
has been caused mainly by the higher
cost of wages due to cost of living
adjustment of the basic wage and various awards affecting wages, travelling
and incidental expenses and working
conditions. The increased cost of fuel
and other materials also involved additional expenditure. Hospital maintenance costs increased· materially during
the year, mainly as a result of wages
awards and the high cost of materials,
and it was found necessary to provide
substantial additional funds Ito enable
hospital committees to meet their commitments. Provision has therefore been
made under these Supplementary Estimates for a further grant of £150,000 to
the Hospitals and Charities Fund. Cost
of living allowances were increased from
February, 1950, consequent upon a variation in the court series index of retail
prices, and this accounts partly for the
increased provision required under the
appropriate salary divisions of the Estimates. I shall now indicate, apart from
those I have already mentioned, the main
items under which additional provision
is required.
In the Premier's Department there is
a sum of £10,600 for parliamentary
printing. Provision is made under this
division for the cost of printing Hansard)
Bills, reports, &c., and the increased provision is required on account of the high
cost of printing and the heavy nature of
the 1949 session of Parliament.
In the Chief Secretary's Department,
pensions, gratuities, compensation, &c.,
account for £25,000. During the year
pensions payable to retired members of
the Police Force were increased by
approximately 25 per cent. Widows'
pensions were similarly increased and
some widows who were not in
receipt of pensions were granted
payments of £1 a week.
It was
necessary therefore to .provide an
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additional amount of £25,000 from
Consolidated Revenue to the Police
Superannuation Fund. The Government
approved of a special grant of £15,000
to enable the Country Fire Authority to
purchase pumping outfits and trailer
water tank units for rural fire brigades.
Contingencies in penal establishments
and gaols absorbed an extra £29,500.
Increased prices payable for provisions
and commodities, together with the payment of penalty rates for work on
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, inIn
involved additional 'expenditure.
addition, owing to the impossibility of
keeping staff up to strength, it was
necessary to work a considerable
amount of overtime. These factors were
responsible for the additional provision
required.
An amount of £26,400 was required
to meet the increased cost of salaries of
members of and additional recruits to
the Police Force, also increased cost of
living allowances which took place from
February, 1950. Provision to the extent
of £17,000 was made on account of
travelling expenses, the cost of postage
and telegrams, printing, stores, and
incidentals, and an additional vote is
necessary to meet the cost of these
services. The purchase, maintenance of,
and repairs to motor cars, cost an extra
£20,500. Additions to the fleet of cars,
the large number of replacements and
the steep rise in prices of cars, petrol,
and repairs were responsible f.or the
increased expenditure.
In the Education Department provision was made for the purchase of
school equipment and requisites, sanitary
charges, fuel, electric light, water rates,
&c., and it was necessary to incur increased expenditure amounting to £32,000
on these services. The allowances payable for board to students in training
were increased during the year under an
award of the Teachers Tribunal. and
this cost a further £47,000. In addition,
a large number of students were
admitted during the year to courses at
the various teachers' colleges. Allowances to school cleaners were increased
during the year under Wages Board
awards, and this accounts for the additional amount of £12,000 now required.
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An extra £65,000 was incurred in the conveyance of pupils, in travelling allowances, and in the provision of bus
services. This was due to the continuous
expansion of bus services in country
districts, together with the increased cost
of travelling allowances to children
attending consolidated, secondary, and
registered schools. Endowments and
grants in connection with the maintenance of technical schools involve a
sum of £39,000. The salaries of council
staffs were increased correspondingly
with those of teachers under the jurisdiction of the Teachers Tribunal. Additional provision is therefore necessary to
meet the increased cost of maintenance
of these schools.
In the Attorney-General's Department,
salaries and allowances accounted for a
further sum oOf £14,000. Additional
provision was required on account of new
appointments, reclassifications by the
Public Service Board, and increased cost
of living allowances which came into
operation from the 5th of February, 1950.
The sum of £47,512 was required foOr
payments to the Railway Department
and the State Coal Mine. Railway
charges were increased as from the
1st of September, 1949; subsequently
the Government decided that certain of
the freight charges should be reduced,
and that the Treasury should recoup the
Railway Department tihe loss of revenue
These
occasioned by this decision.
reductions were introduced as fr,om the
15th of March, 1950, and the amount
mentioned was required to recoup the
Railway Department in respect of the
current financial year. An additional
£4,000 was required in connection with
the provision of passes to incapacitated
and blinded ex-m·embers of the Defence
Forces.
Extra expenditure amounting to
£30,000, was incurred by the Lands Department in m'eeting ~he costs and expenses of carrying out the provisions of
the Vermin and Noxious Weeds Acts.
An amount of £200,000 was provided in
the Estimates for this purpose. Owing
to the high cost of labour and materials,
also the additional responsibiUties under
the new Act, this sum was insufficient to
enable the Department to carry out its
proposed schedule oOf works foQr the year.
Mr. McDonald.
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Regarding soldier settlement, prOVISIon
amounting to £12,500 is required to meet
the payment to municipalities of an
amount ,equivalent to the municipal rates
payable in respect of properties
acquired by the Soldier Settlement
Commission.
An amount of £97,000 was provided in
the Budget E'stimates to meet expenditure by the Public Works Department in
respect of travelling expenses, postage
and telegrams. stores and incidentals.
sanitary charges, lighting, printing, and
overtime, but increased expenditure
amounting to £20,000 was incurred
under these items oOn account oOf an expanded programme of works. Extensive
alteratioQns, repairs and additioQns. including the provision of a new kitchen,
new water supply and additioQnal bathrooms were carried out at GoQvernment
House during the year. These works
cost an additional £30,000, as set out in
these Supplementary Estimates. In connectioQn with the maintenance of Public
Offices and buildings, including the provisioQn of gas, water, and electric light,
'furniture fittings, &c., the amount of
£95,000 provided .on Ithe Estimates was
insufficient for this purpoQse, and an additioQnal sum oOf £10.000 was necessary to
meet these services.
An increased expenditure amounting
to £39,000 on salaries was incurred by
the State Rivers and Water Supply
Commission, due to the 'appointment
of additional staff on account of
the expansion of the Commission's
activities, reclassifications by the Public
Service Board, and increased cost
of living allowances which took
Payplace from February, 1950.
ments in ,oonnection with arrigatioQn,
water supply and drainage districts
accounted for an additional £23,966. This
was necessary owing to increased
expenditure in respect of deferred
maintenance of channels and drains and
for reconditioning sections of concrete
lined ohannels.
Under general expenditure, proVISIOn is made to meet the cost
of
travelling
expenses,
printing,
postage, workers' com'pensation insurance, and other incidental expenditure.
The amount provided in the l'a'st Budget
was -insufficient to meet the cost of these
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services, and a further sum of £50,000
was therefore necessary. Expenses of
running Victoria Dock Cool Stores involved the payment of an additional
£7,000, due to the higher cost of handling
produce consequent upon increased
wages of employees and unavoidable
work at week-ends at overtime penalty
rates. This increased expenditure will
be more than offset by increased revenue
from the stores.
Expenditure in connection with the
control of fruit fly entailed an outlay .)f
£9,800. Compensation claims on account
of fruit and vegetables destroyed
following the outbreak -of fruit fly in the
East Gippsland district were greater
than anticipated when the la'st Budget
was introduced, and rendered this additional provision necessary. Concerning
the Health Department an amount of
£10,000 was provided on the Estimates
to meet the cost of maintenance and
treatment of infantile para,lysis cases.
As a result of the poliomyelitis epidemic
a fuvther sum of £14,000 was necessary,
as the previous vote was insufficient. On
account of the high maintenance costs
and other expenses in connection with
tuberculosis wavds at hospitals and other
institutions. increased expenditure to the
extent of £22,000 was incurred, but this
will be recouped from the Commonwealth Government.
In the Mental Hygiene Branch, an
extra £64,000 is needed for the payment
of salaries to the staffs of the mental hospitals. This additional provision is required on account of determinations of
the Public Service Board, new appointments, and increased cost of living
anowances which came into operation as
from 5th February, 1950. An increased
provision of £24,100 was also necessary
to meet the oost of the maintenance of
mental patients boarded out to benevolent homes. Contributions to the Railway Accident and Fire Insurance Fund
account for the sum of £35,000 mentioned
in these Supplementary Estimates. The
balance in this fund is maintained at
£100,000. A sum of £100,000 was provided on the Estimates as a contribu..
tion to meet anticipated claims during
the year. This sum was insufficient for
the purpose, and increased provision is
required to meet the higher level of
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claims for compensation for injuries to
employees and for goods damaged or
lost in transit.
Payment under provisions of the Commonwealth Pay-Roll Tax Assessment
Act 1941 required the provision of an
additional £20,000. This was necessary
on account of the increase in salaries
and wages during the year. Explanations have now been furnished in respect
of the more important items included in
the Supplementary Estimates. Most of
the remaining items will be found to be
self-explanatory. As the accounts for
the year 1949-50 cannot be completed
until these Supplementary Estimates
have been approved, I would ask honorable members to deal with them as
expediotioOusly as possible.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition).-I do not propO'se to address the
Committee at any length on the Supplementary Estimates because they were,
actually, the Estimates of the outgoing
Government. I point out, however, that
some items involve a greater expenditure than usual; that, of course, is due
toO the increased cost of living and the
higher cost of materials-a problem
which any Government would find
difficult to handle.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-Jot may be necessary to increase
the statutory amount up to which additional expendi,ture may be incurred.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-On account of the
increasing cost of living even the present
Government, with its great capacity for
all sorts .of things, will be unable to keep
Irredown the cost of government.
spective of what Govevnment may be in
office, rising costs will have to be contended wHh throughout the year. Tha t
is nO't a matter of Government policy;
it is -one of cold econoOmic facts. It is
not possible to grant increased wages
and keep down the cost of living, as
the sums included in the Supplementary
Estima'tes indica'te.
M:r. CAIN.-Your Government would
have been in trouble if you had not got
that additional £2,000,000 from the
Commonwealth Gov·ernment.
-Mr.. HOLLWAY.-The Government
would not have been in trouble, but the
Treasurer would have had difficulty.
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The Federal Parliament will. have to
determine the proper allocation of
finance between the Commonwealth and
the State Governments. I do not envy
the Treasurer in this matter, which will
become increasingly difficult.
Mr. CAIN.-Surely your comment does
not apply to the present Commonwealth
Government?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Irrespective of what
Federal Government is in power, I think
there will be difficulties over financial
The Opposition will be
problems.
pleased to assist the work of Treasury
officials, whom I have learned to regard
with great admiration. Therefore, we
are prepared to assist in the passage of
machinery measures.
Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo).-I asked the
previous Government a question relating
to the overseas visit of Mr. Edgar
Bartrop.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-He was appointed by
the Cain Administration.
Mr. GALVIN. - But the Labour
Government did not send him overseas.
I was informed that he was more or
less paying his own expenses and was
rendering great service to the State. The
Estimates of Expenditure did not specifically disclose the amount to be paid him;
evident'ly it was included with salaries
and allowances. In the Supplementary
Estimates now before the Committee
the following item appears under
Division 9:Fee and allowances for r,ail and travelling
expenses in connection with the visit overseas of the Industries Location Consultant,
£604.

That is not in keeping with the answer
I received to the question I asked the
former Treasurer, and so I desire the
present Treasurer to institute inquiries
concerning the amount of money paid to
this consultant during the financial year,
and what bene'fit will accrue to the State
from his visit overseas.
Will Mr.
Bartrop submit a report on his activities?
When we find out what has taken place,
possibly we will agree that the money
was weB spent. Personally, I fear there
was something wrong with his visit overseas, and I do not think the State has
received value from one who bears such
a high-sounding title. I did not have
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much to do with this gentleman while
I was a member of the Cain Administration, but after the Labour Government
was defeated he did nothing but play
politics. In view of that fact, I ask
the Treasurer to have inquiries made so
that members of the Labour' party will
learn what this gentleman has done for
the State.
Mr.
LEMMON
(Williamstown).I listened with delight to the charming
way in which the Treasurer pointed out
that, in the short period available to him,
he had not been able to ascertain the
ramifications of the spending capacity
of the previous Government; he was
generous enough merely to mention particular items in the Supplementary Estimates. I received a shock when I noticed
that the limit of the Treasurer's Advance
has now reached £1,250,000, whereas
a few years ago it was only £500,000.
In the Supplementary Estimates now before the Committee, members are asked
to sanction the expenditure of a further
£1,000,000 under this heading. I understand that if the enabling measure is not
passed, the State will default. I am
plea~ed that the Bill has received the
approval of the former Treasurer, which
means that the Treasury will be able
to continue spending the Treasurer's
Advance. For many years this House
was regarded as having control over the
purse, and that position obtained until
a certain event occurred in the other
House when Supply was refused. I
trust that early action will be taken to
re-establish the complete power of this
Assembly over the finances of the State.
I take this opportunity of emphasizing
the difficulty confronting rank and file
members owing to the absence of the
authority formerly known as the Public
Accounts Committee.
The AuditorGeneral appeared before that committee,
'which consisted of representatives of
both sides of the House, to explain the
situation regarding the accounts so as to
enable the Committee to see whether the
fundamental principles of public finance
had been observed. Then the committee
submitted a report to the House. This
procedure ensured the observance of the
basic principles of finance, irrespective of
what Government 'was in power. The
existence of such a committee is most
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necessary to-day owing to the relationships existing between the Federal and
the State Parliaments.
It is time that we got ,down to fundamentals so as to know where we stand
financially.
I notice in the press
references by the former member for
Kew, Colonel W. S. Kent Hughes, to the
achievements of the previous Government. Loan money was spent upon coal,
it was said, to keep the wheels of industry turning. At present there is
a desperate shortage of houses, so why
should we not utilize land that our
children may need for playgrounds and
make it available now for the construction of cheap homes? I repeat that we
should ensure the observance of the basic
principles of national finance by the reappointment of the Public Accounts
Committee, which would be advised by
the Auditor-General on all financial
matters. Until that is done, the State
will merely drift along, with the Treasury placing heavy burdens upon future
generations by using loan money to meet
various items of expenditure.
When I was a member of a Government, I recall that the Treasurer of the
day would not permit loan money to be
spent on the erection of schools. The
amount that was requested 1!hen was a
mere trifle compared with ilie sums that
are expended to-day. A school building
is a tangible asset, which will serve its
purpose for 40 or 50 years. However,
when loan money is used for the purchase of coal, the asset is here to-day
and gone to-morrow. Future generations
will be taxed to meet that obligation. I
sincerely hope that the Government will
reconstitute the Public Accounts Committee so that members may be guided
correctly on all financial questions.
I urge the Government to give special
consideration also to the matter of education. As members will recall, the Chifley
Labour Government established in the
Federal sphere an outstanding scholarship scheme by appropriating £900,000
to provide 3,000 scholarships each year
for university students. In addition,
students will be paid up to £160 a year as
a maintenance allowance, and all compulsory charges will be met. I deeply
regret that the scheme has not
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been properly appreciated.
It is
a great stride towards giving the
rank and file of intellectual worth
an opportunity to obtain university degrees. Unfortunately, the scheme
begins at the gateway of the university.
In this State large numbers of intelligent
boys and girls are not able to take advantage of the facilities available
for secondary education, because the
economic position of parents forces
children to go to work at an early
age. Many parents- have not the means
to maintain their children at secondary
schools, and so when they reach the
school-leaving age, those children must
go to work in factories, where they earn
high wages.
On my way home last evening, I asked
a young lad what he was doing. He
said that his age was fifteen years, and
that he was working in a factory. When
I inquired if he intended to learn a trade
he said that he did not, but he told me
that he was earning £4 a week. With
the high cost of living, some parents cannot afford to send children to secondary
schools and so many of them are unable
to reach the gateway of the university.
The Leader of the Cain Administration
took a long step forward by raising the
school-leaving age to fifteen years. However, it is absolutely essential that the
State must come to the assistance of
worthy boys and girls in the metropolitan area and in country districts, so
that they can attend secondary schools,
whether they be registered schools or
State schools because neither class nor
creed enters into this question. I want to
ensure that children of high intellectual
attainments will be assisted and that the
economic circumstances of their homes
will not be an insurmountable hurdle on
the path to their obtaining higher education.
In -view of the excellent scheme put
into force by the Federal Labour Government, I trust that the State will inaugurate a similar plan to apply to all
seeondary schools so that deserving children will be assisted to reach the
highest professional positions in the
community. I si·ncerely hope the GovernmeDit will give consideration to the question of linking up Victoria with the
sCheme of free scholarships inaugurated
by the Federal Labour Government
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so tha t i t may truly be said tha t
this State has a free system of
education according to merit. I recall that the last survey of the
medical profession, with which the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition was
closely associated, revealed that, of the
55 students in the medical course at the
university who passed the final examination, only five came from the large reservoir of children outside the public
schools.
The vast majority of those who gained
positions were those who attended the
great public school'S, such as Geelong
Grammar School, Xavier College, Scotch
College, Melbourne Grammar School,
and Geelong College, for which schools
That inI have a high regard.
dicated tha t economic factors and
the present high cO'st of education precluded parents of working class and
middle class families from maintaining
their children at the university and providing them with equality of opportunity.
A few years ago my late friend the Hon.
Thomas Tunnecliffe and I met three
representatives of the Country party,
only one of whom is alive to-day.
We
said, "Cannot the representatives of
primary production and the representatives of secondary industries join together and arrange suitable legislation in
respect of educational matters?" The
Country party Administration, led by the
late Sir Albert Dunstan, not only provided Victoria with stable government,
but was able also to place on the statutebook progressive legislation of a character that has never been excelled. I am
hopeful that the present Country party
Ministry will be able to ensure that the
right thing is done for the rank and file
of Victoria.
The motion wa'S agreed to.
The resolution was reported to the
House and adopted.
WAYS AND MEANS.
The House went into Committee of
Ways and Means.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I move-That towards making good the Supply
granted to His Majesty for the service of
.the year 1949-50, the sum of £2,361,597 be
granted out of the Consolidated Revenue of
Victoria.

for 1949-50.

The mation was agreed to, and the
resolution was reported to the House
and adopted ..
CONSOLTIDATED REVENUE BILL
(No.2).
Leave was given to Mr. McDonald
(Premier and Treasurer) and Mr.
Dodgshun (Chief Secretary) to bring in
a Bill to carry out the res'olurtion of the
Committee of Ways and Means.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) brought in a Bill to apply out
of Consolidated Revenue the sum of
£2,361,597 to the service of the year
1949-50 and moved that it be read a first
time.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read a first time and passed through
its remaining stages.
The sitting was suspended at 5.56 p.m.
until 7.36 p.m.
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE.
l\lr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-By leave, I move-That Mr. Cook, Mr. Ireland, Mr.
Merrifield, and Mr. Towers be appointed
members of the Public Works Committee.
These appointments are necessary in
order to have an efficient committee
functioning in the best interests of the
State.
The motion was agreed to.
SUPERANNUATION BILL.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) presented a message from His
Excellency the Governor recommending
that an appropriation be made from
the Consolidated Revenue for the purposes of a Bill to amend the Superannuation Acts.
A resolution in accordance with the
recommendation was passed in Committee and adopted by the House.
On the motion of Mr. McDONALD
(Premier and Treasurer) the Bill was
brought in and read a first time.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-1 move-That this Bill be now read a second time.
The Bill is for the purpose of honouring
a promise made by all three parties in
this House during the last election.
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Mr. HOLLWAY.-That saves a lot of
time in debate.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-1 am sure every member will
agree with me when I say that the Bill
will give a measure of justice to retired
public servants, who, during the period
of their service for the State, have not
had the same opportunity as citizens
outside the Service to make provision
for their future. It is a well known fact
that public servants are restricted in
their capacity to earn emoluments
additional to the salaries they receive
Much
in the positions they hold.
criticism has been directed against them,
and some persons have tried to inspire
the thought that my party is not
favourable to them, whereas my
colleagues and I have the highest
admiration for them and their work.
Governments come and Governments go,
and from time to time political policies
change, but public servants continuously
administer the affairs of State with
loyalty to whatever party .may be in
power. It speaks volumes for their
loyalty and strength of character· that
they can display such impartiality and
still do their duty in accordance with the
high traditions of the Service.
Another point I wish to make relates to
the police pension rat'e. The Government
has not yet had an opportunity to study
that matter, although it is intended to
treat police pensions on the same basis
as Public Service pensions. A measure
could not be drafted in time to
present it to the House to-day, but one
similar to that now before honorable
members will be submitted and the payments will be made retrospective to the
30th of June.
The reason why the Government has
brought the present Bill forward to-day
and asked the Opposition to support it,
is that even if it is passed to-night by
both Houses some weeks will elapse
before the necessary administrative processes will permit payment of the increases. The Government is anxious not
only to honour the promise made by aU
parties 'at the election but ,aliSO to ensure
that there is some expedition in doing
justice to retired civil servants. 'I1he Bill
makes provision for the amounts under
the Superannuation Act to be raised by
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25 per cent. on jthe base ra,te.
The
original superannuation scheme was
framed on a unit basis.
A unit
of pension ,wa,s :fixed at £26 and the
number of units for which 'an officer
could contribute was regulated by his
rate 'of salary.
From the 2nd of January, 1948, the
value of the original unit was raised by
25 per cent. to £32 lOs. The Bill I am
now exptaining raises the value ·a :further
25 per cent., that is, to £39. In the case
of ,children no increase was granted in
1948 and the pension remained at £13
per annum in respect of each child under
the age of sixteen years. By this Bill it
is proposed to raise children's pensions
to £19 lOs., that is, an increase of 50
per cent. The increase will operate from
and inclusive of the 30th of June, that
date being the commencing day of a pension pay period. The estimated cost in
the first financial year is £270,000. I have
given a brief resume of the necessary
information, but if I can assist the
House further I shall be pleased to do so.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition).--I do not propose 10 offer any
opposition to this measure, particularly
in view of the fa'ct that I was the first
party Leader during the election campaign to promise increased superannuation benefits. Further, I was the first
Treasurer to make any alteration in
superannuation benefits. In 1947, after
the Labour party had been in office for
two years, it was realized that the pensions of retired public servants were not
in accordance with their needs. As
soon as the composite Country partyLiberal party Government oame into
office I, as Treasurer, immediately introduced a Bill along similar lines to those
of the present measure. Owing to the
fact that the cost of living is rising
every day, it now appears that retired
public servants are still not able to obtain
the full benefit 'of their contributions. In
other words, 'they paid their contributions when the £1 was really worth a
sovereign, and they are now getting a
return when it 1s probably worth only
about lOs.
Under this proposal we are doing only
justice to those officers who served the
Sta te over a long period of years. I am
happy to ,think that I was the first
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Treasurer to acknowledge their claims
and also that I have been associated with
the second instalment of justice lior
retired public servants. 1 wish to con~
gra tula te the 'Premier, as I think he is
learning every day. When I received
the 1ype-wr~1Jten cony 'Of his speech I
read, " All 'that this Bill does is to implement the promise I 'made at the recent
elections." If he had read that I think
there might have been some argument
by both the Leader of 1he Labour party
and myself.
Mr. McDoNALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-1 did not read that portion.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-That is the reason
why I have complimented the Premier
for the first time since he attained
that office. If we are prepared to
acknowledge the work of those who
have preceded us we may get along
a good deal better.
I desire toO
congratulate the Premier for having learned that legislation cannot be
passed by opposing the wishes of the
Opposition and that far more can be
done by cO..lopera1ion. I suggest, therefore, that when the House meets again
the Premier should co-operate with the
Opposition by bringing on my motion of
want of confidence, which, I hoped, would
have been discussed to-day.
Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-I do not
wish to delay the passage of this Bill,
which aH parties are supporting. In
regard to the concluding remarks of the
Leader of the Opposition, I am not too
sure that he will want his motion of
no-confidence discussed when the House
meets again. There is a vast difference
of opinion on the Opposition side of the
House.
Mr. HOLLwAy.-What is the opinion
on your side?
Mr. CAIN.-The opinion is that when
we put our hand to the plough we never
turn back. It is true that all three
parUes supported at the elections the
proposal to improve the conditi'Ons of
retired public and railway servants of
this State. We are now giving effect
to that undertaking by providing for an
increase of 25 per cent. in the value
of each unit, which brings the value of a
unit to 15s. When the previous amendment was made nothing was done in

Bill.

respect of contributors' children, but the
present measure proposes to raise their
pensions by 50 per cent. Although the
Leader of the Opposition can take credit
for having been the first to increase
superannuation payments, the present
Premier can take credit for being the
first to consider children.
I do not wish the Opposition to continue wasting time as it has been during
the last few days. I want the members
of the Opposition to help the Government to do those things that are necessary. I venture to suggest that 75 per
cent. of the proposals to come before
this Parliament wiH deserve the cooperation of every member of this House.
If co-operation is forthcoming from the
Leader of the Opposition, not only
this Superannuation Bill, but also much
more urgent legislation required by
the State will reach the statute-book.
One feature about the present measure
is that it will mean. an increased
annual cost to the State of £275,000.
The increase given in 1947 involved
an additional cost of £250,000; so
that approximately £500,000 has to be
provided out of State revenue for superannuation purposes. I have not heard
the Leader of the Opposition say, either
during the election campaign or since the
10th of December, 1949, how the revenue
is to be raised. We are still tied to the
wheel of uniform taxation. Strange to
relat'e, members of the Opposition who,
during the 1947 elections, declared publicly that they intended not only to fight
uniform taxation but, if necessary, press
it to the High Court, have been extremely
silent since the 10th of December of last
year. The State has to provide funds
which have to come out of the
revenue from uniform taxation, subject
to the approval of the Commonwealth
Treasurer.
As a result of the increased expenditure of £500,000 on superannuation, the
State's liability will be. increased and
that of the Commonwealth reduced.
Under the means test a man and wife
receiving a pension are allowed to earn
up to a certain sum; therefore, if superannuation payments are increased it
may be found that superannuated public
servants on the lower rates who are
receiving both superannuation and
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pension will receive an increased pay- States are reimbursed. There will be
ment from the State and a reduced some increase in accordance with the
amount from the Commonwealth. The formula but I do not think it will be
higher paid officers will be the only ones suft1cient to cover the higher costs whiC'h
to obtain the full advantages which this are facing not only Victoria but all the
other States of Australia. However, it
. 25 per cent. increase will provide.
Brigadier TovELL.-What is the was not my intention to speak on finance
but to express my approval and support
answer?
of the measure which does nothing more
Mr. CAIN.-The answer is the easing than common justice to men who have
of the means test by the Common- served this State faithfully and well
weali1h Government, which is long during their working lives.
overdue.
I do not contend that
The motion was agreed to.
the means test should be removed
The Bill was read a second time and
completely at the moment, because I am
aware of some of the difficulties and committed.
obligations, financial and otherwise.
Clause 1 (Short title, construction and
However, with rising costs there should citation).
be a tendency on the part of the ComMr. McDONALD (Premier and Treamonwealth, which coUects the taxation, . surer) .-1 support the contention of the
to ease the means test. I have heard Leader of the Labour party that this adthe Leader of the Opposition say on justment does not completely protect the
many occasions that Victoria has to go position of superannuated civil servants.
cap in hand to the Commonwealth. For During the recent election campaign I
some years the Treasurer was Mr. stated that the principle of applying
Chifley, but now Mr. Fadden occupies cost of living allowances to superannuathat position. Of course, when we sought tion would be considered. '1 have not had
assistance from Mr. Chifley, that was time to consider that matter with the
wrong-according to the Leader of the view 'of including an appropriate proOpposition.
vision in this measure.
I explained
Mr. HOLLWAY.-We did fairly well last previously that it was our desire to
year.
give ·effect immediately to the election
Mr. CAIN.-That is so, but neither promise made by the i1hree parties, and
this nor any other Government will do that because of the time factor and the
as well this year. Owing to a disaster necessary adjustments to be made, it was
which affected another State, the Leader desirable to proceed with the measure
of the Opposition certainly did well last at once. I can assure the Leader of the
year when he was Treasurer. I am not Opposition that the Government is
sure what the financial position of examining the phase to which I have
It is hoped that when the
Victoria will be this year, but last year referred.
when the Budget was pr·esented there House reassembles, the Government will
be in a position to introduce a measure
was :a deficit of (£1,900,000.
designed to give further protection to
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The Budget was retired public servants.
balanced last year.
The clause was agreed to.
Mr. CAIN.-It was balanced because
Clause
2 (Scale of units of pension
of the gift of £1,800,000 received from
increased)
.
the Commonwealth Government by
way of reimbursement to tlhe State of
Mr. NORMAN (Glen Iris).-I should
the cost of the disastrous coal strike. like the Treasurer to explain how the
However, we are concerned not with last increased pension payments provided
year but with this year, and, from his under this clause will affect the Commonexperience as Treasurer over the last weal th pension scheme under the national
two years, the Leader of the Opposition welfare fund. There is a suspicion in
is aware of the financial outlook of all the minds of some public servants that
States. Rising costs will force the what happened in New South Wales
Commonwealth Government, if it is just, under a similar type of increase may
to increase the amounts by which the affect the position in this State.
My
Session 1950.-[9]
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Explanation.

understanding is that some recipients of The implication is that I referred to the
pensions under a similar fund in New honorable gentleman as "a scab." I
South Wales had a means test applied know of nothing so low. as that and I
to them by the Commonwealth Govern- could not honestly refer to him by that
ment and in the long run they lost more term. I do not deny to the Herald that
than the increase which had been such ·a statement was made but, if it
approved by the New South Wales Par- was-and I believe it was-I wish to
liament.
withdraw the statement and to apologize
I have been unable to examine the to the honorable gentleman. I believe
situation closely or to glean sufficient tha t the honorable member for Barwon
information to confirm whether or not was a trade unionist, but I would never
a similar situation will apply under the believe that any member of Parliament
proposed legislation. I ask the Treasurer could be so low as to be a "scab." J
to give consideration to the possibility tender to him my apology.
of avoiding such a contingency.
It
Sir THOMAS MALTBY (Barwon)
appears that immediately a Common- (By leave.)~I thank the honorable
wealth pensioner comes within a certain member for Carlton (for his most sporting
category he is entitled to receive only an and generous statement. Such a gesture
additional 30s. a week apart from his . augurs very well f.or the good relationpension. Some public servants may now ship which 'ought to exist between
l'!ome within that category and I merely members on both sides of this House.
desire to draw the Treasurer's attention
to the fact.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and TreaMr. McDONALD (Premier and Trea- surer).-I thank the Leader of the
surer) .~I assure :the honorable member Opposition and other honorable members
for Glen Iris that the Government will for ·finishing the present sitting in such
examine the situation. 'I am not familiar a friendly and ,kindly way. I appreciate
with the case as presented by the hon- the ,assistance given by the Opposition
orable member but, if what he has to the passage of the Superannuation
stated is, in fact, in accordance with Bill, and assure 'the House that I will
the Commonwealth procedure, the matter sincerely endeavour to main tain a
will be discussed with the Common- friendly freedom of mind, in the hope
wealth authorities and a request made that the Government may be able faiththat the means test be reviewed in the fully to discharge its duty to the State.
light of cost of living and other conThe sitting was suspended at 8.7 p.m.
siderations, so that the additional bene- until 10.57 p.m.
fit which the Government proposes to
confer upon State superannuation penHOUSE COMMITTEE.
sioners will not be diminished.
The clause was agreed to, as was
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treaclause 3.
surer).-By leave, I move-The Bill was reported to the House
That Mr. Barclay, Mr. Cook, Mr. Galvin,
without amendment and passed through Sir Thomas Maltby, and Mr. Shepherd be
appOinted members of the House Committee.
its remaining stages.
The motion was agreed to.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
STATEMENT IN DEBATE: NEWSPAPER
REPORT.

STATUTE LAW REVISION
COMMITTEE.

Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-On page 3
of the Herald of this evening appear
these words:-

Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-By leave, I move--

The former L.C.P. Speaker, Sir Thomas
Maltby, who was termed ,by Mr. Barry (Lab.
Carlton) "an ex-trade unionist and a scab ",
accused the Labour party of "yelping" and
followed this remark wit'h a simile about a
" pack of dogs."

That Mr. Barry, Mr. Crean, Mr. Mitchell,
Mr. Oldham, Mr. Reid, and Mr. Rylah be
appointed members of the Statute Law
Revision Committee.

The motion was agreed to.

Adjournment.
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ADJOURNMENT.
CO-OPERATIVE HOUSING SOCIETIES: REGIS'fRAR'S REPORT - FLOOD DAMAGE:
RELIEF FOR SUFFERERS.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I moveThat the House, at its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday, August 8, at half-past Three
o'clock.

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I moveThat the House do now adjourn.

Adjournment.
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Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-1 as~mre the honorable member
for Barwon that 1 accept his advice, and
I shall study the report to which he has
directed attention. If matters can be
rectified by the amending of regulations
or the enactment of legislation, the
Government will do its best to comply
with his request. Regarding the losses
suffered by the people mentioned by the
honorable member for Hampden, I
understand that the Commonwealth
Government made available the sum 01
£15,000 for flood relief in Victoria, and
that the previous State Government
intended to provide another £15,000.
It may be that, on account of
-the· many representatiDns which are
being made for the granting of
assistance to the sufferers, it will be
necessary for the Government to increase
the amount of relief. If that becomes
necessary, I trust that members will
appreciate the position. The Government
will do its best to assist these sufferers
in their difficult time.
The motion was agreed to.

Sir THOMAS MALTBY (Barwon).-I
wish to direct the attention of the Treasurer to the Fourth Annual Report of
the Registrar of Co-operative Housing
Societies, and to certain observations on
page 15 thereof. I ask that during
the recess the Treasurer will give his
close attention to those submissions, because it is a matter in which all
members are gravely concerned. The
ultimate success of the project depends
largely on what happens during the
initial stages. I recall the efforts of
the honorable member for Flemington,
The House adjourned at 11.5 p.m.
myself, and others to have this scheme
until
Tuesday) August 8.
adopted in Victoria. The matter is sufficiently important to warrant the closest
attention of the Treasurer. I trust that
such matters as can be remedied by
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
regulations or the amendment of regulations will be attended to forthwith, and
Tuesday) August 8) 1950.
that other matters which require legislative correction will be made the subject
of a Bill to be introduced on the reThe PRESIDENT (Sir Clifden Eager)
assembling of the House.
took the chair at 4.59 p.m., and read the
Mr. BOLTE (Hampden) .-1 direct the prayer.
attention of the Government to the
urgency of the granting of relief
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
to people who suffered severe losses
(FRANCHISE) BILL.
during the abnormal rains recently exSir
JAMES
KENNEDY (Higinbotham
perienced in Victoria. It is well known
that potato growers suffered severe Province) .-1 move, by leaveThat I have leave to bring in a Bill to
losses. In many areas in Victoria,
the franchise for elections of the
40 per cent. of the potato crops were extend
Legislative Council.
ruined. Any person who visits the
The Hon. P. J. KENNELLY.-I object
Bungaree district and sees the devastation in the potato-growing area wHI to leave being gran ted.
Sir JAMES KENNEDY.-In the cirrealize the hardship the producers have
suffered. I am not suggesting specifically cumstances, 1 give notice that on the
what action the Government should take; . next day of meeting I shall move for
1 merely ask that during the recess it will leave to bring in a Bill to extend the
seriously consider granting relief to the franchise for elections of the Legislative Council.
sufferers.
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MELBOURJNE HARBOR TRUST

(HOUSING ADVANCES) BILL.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works).-I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this Bill is to authorize
the Melbourne Harbor Trust Commissioners to make increased advances to
its employees for the erection or purchase of dwelling-houses. Sub-section
(1) of section 38 of ,the Melbourne
Harbor Trust Act provides tha t the
Commissioners, for the purpose of pr-ovi ding dwelling-houses for their employees, may(a)

erect and maintain dwelling-houses

(b)

sell, demise, or let to their employees
dwelling-houses so provided . . . .
advance to any employee of not less
than five years' service upon the
security of any land of such
employee(0 upon which a dwelling-house
is to be erected to be
occupied by such employee;

(c)

.0

or

upon which a dwellinghouse has been erected,
within six months before
the application for the
advance, to be occupied by
such employeea sum not exceeding 80 per centum of
the value of the house and land, but so that
the total sum so advanced upon the security
of the house and land shall not in any case
exceed One thousand pounds.
(ij)

T.his Bill increases the amount of maximum advance from £1,000 to £2,000.
lnf.ormation supplied to me by the
Commissioners, giving details of the
Trust's housing scheme, is as follows:Total number of advances made
since the inception of the
scheme in 1927
..
Total amount of advances made o.
Average amount advanced
Number of advances repaid in full
Number of advances current at
30th April, 1950
Outstanding balances on current
advances at 30th May, 1950
0

•

•

•

53
£36,723
£693
37
16
£5,293

The Commissioners have advised me
that the present restriction on the
amount of advance has meant that, in
some instances, employees have found it
necessary to apply to the commissioners
f.or permission to take second mortgage!:;
to cover the difference between the
Trust's advance and !their available

(Housing Advances) Bill.

capital. Had the Trust been empowered
to advance a larger sum, these employees woul~ have been saved the
increased interest 'charges which taking
the second mortgage involved.
Other authorities advancing money
for home building have in ·recent years
increased the amounts of advances for
home building. For example, the Credit
Foncier scheme of the State Savings
Bank, formerly limited to £1,250 for
timber and £1,500 for brick houses, is
now empowered to advance up to £2,000.
Similarly, the amount which the War
Service Homes Commission may advance
for housing purposes is now £2,000. The
maximum amount which may be advanced under the Co-operative Housing
Acts is £2,160 in the case of a 30-year
society and £2,200 in the -case of a
22~-year society.
The Bill needs little further explanation. It will bring housing advances by
the Melbourne Harbor Trust into line
with current practice and will enable the
employees of the Trust to seek larger
advances than that now specified in the
Act. As honorable members are well
aware, the cost of erecting a house today is a great deal more than it was 3.t
the time when the original provisions
first became operative. Since the figures
show that advances for the purpose
indicated have been a safe undertaking
for the Trust, I commend the measure
to the House for speedy passage.
The Hon. W. J. BECKETT (Mel~
bourne Province). - To this small
measure no one can take exception, but
I think it is well at this juncture to
review the position which renders such
a Bill necessary. I notice that in both
the principal Act and this amending
legislation there is no mention of the
rate of interest to be charged; in other
words, both are silent on the question
whether the interest should be at current bank rates or otherwise. However,
one notices with a great deal of pleasure
that the original scheme has been
highly successful and that during the 23
years of its operation repayments have
been made in full in 37 of the 53 cases
in respect of which advances were made.
In the conditions that· prevailed when
the scheme was launched, the Commissioners were allowed to make extremely
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liberal advances. As a matter of fact,
at that time one could obtain land and
build on ita dwelling almost af villa
prapartians far a tatal cost of £1,000
to. £1,250. I should say that the difference between the value af a hause built
in thase days and ane canstructed for an
emplayee who. takes advantage af the
provisians as praposed to. be amended
will be considerable.
A persan who. was fortunate enaugh
to. abtain an advance of £1,000 25 years
ago now has, in the farm af a house, an
asset af which he is justly praud and 1n
which he has a substantial equity, even
if ·anly a portion of the laan has been
With an original advance of
repaid.
£1,000 something warth while was purchased. I am not discussing at this
juncture the abstract question of devaluatian and inflation.
I knaw .it has be'en said-and we heard
much about it ·a shart time ago fram
many platforms and in the press-that
something like reasanable value will
'again be restored to the Australian
£1. So. far, hawever, the Australian
£1 is going from bad to. worse. Cansider the positian of working peopJe who
hav.e barrowed money in a highly inflated market. I do. not wish to be considered in .this regard a Jeremiah, but I
am one of thase who. lived through the
turmoil af the industrial and financial
blizzard that occurred at the time of
the land baam, when values of hausehold
prap:erties shrank to almast nil.
Ta-day, ,we are on ,the crest of a wave.
Never previausly in the history of ,the
Commanwea;lth has so much credit
accrued abroad by the sale af primary
praducts at greatly -inflated pricespossibly ex,ce:eding. their true value. In
fact, only ane sectian of the community
is gaining any real finandal advantage.
Having lived-ar rather existed-during
that cycle, I should say that the warkers
of that periad were better adapted and
better qualified to Jive through the ordeal
than the warkers of ta-day would be. In
thase days there was no. unemployment
ben.efit and no invalid ar aId-age pensions.
Every -individual in the community had
to. depend on his own efforts; but we
lived thraugh it. Some of us even
married and lived through it, but we hape
we shall never see the like of it again.
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Those af us who. have seen these cycles
knaw inevitably that they will recur.
When we ask the worker to. return £2,000
that has been advanced to. him far the
purpose af providing a roof over his head,
will he be campelled to. pay it back in an
inflated or a .defia,ted currency? Ilf I am
thinking an right lines, and the cycle of
events does recur, only twa or three
years af drought will be needed to. reverse almast campletely the present ·canditians. Working men who have .barrawed £2,000 at a good equivalent of
6s. 8d. to the '£1, may then find that they
have to return it at the gald equivalent
af 16s. 4d. In that :event, they will eventually have no. equity in their hame~,
although they may have worked far years
to. establish themselves.
In the same pasitian are tens at
thausands of insurance palicy holders
who have staked th:eir Ufe's earnings to
pravide for their future. Many of them
when the Australian '£1 was at gald
value baught annuities and otJher policies,
but they are naw being paid back in
notes af anly ane-third af the value af the
nates they paid in premiums. A boak I
read recently-I think its title was The
Pleasant Career of a Spendthrift-in-

dicated the primary causes af the land
baom. As soon as the prices of primary
products fall to. samething near their gold
value, the present baam will collapse.
Then what will be the pasitian of these
people?
If a Gavernment autharity advances
80 per cent. of the ,present inflated v,alue
of labour and mater.ials 'it will incur a
r-eriaus risk to. jts soJvency in ,the near
future. I hape I am not right. As on~
who. has studied histary in this regard I
(tm very much ,afraid ,that eventually
c:;uch will be the case. I w.elcome thE:!
':""leasure, such as it is. The Minister has
indicated that only emplayees af not le'ss
than five years' standing will have the
privilege af ,barrawing the money. If I
understand the terms of the measure
carrectly, the warkers will be able to
barraw the money at a rate af interest
that will enable them at only small
sacrifice to. pay back the laans in full.
Possibly when the Bill is in Committee
the Minister will indicate what will be
regarded as a fair charge.
It is useless to. pass a measure giving
the Melbaurne Harbar Trust power to
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lend to wQrkers £2,000 at 5 per cent.
interest, because 5 per cent. interest and
sinking fund payments would be more
than the present rate 'Of wage would
allQw a wQrkman to pay. It is a sad
commentary 'On the present state 'Of
affairs that we have to increase the size
'Of this really large sum of money. When
the principal Act was placed 'On the
statute-book, a man with £1,OOO-nQt
£2,OOO-would expect to buy and furnish
a decent home tQ last the lifetime of
himself; his wife, and his family. TQ-day,
it is lamentable that, hQwever high
wages may go, the value is taken 'Out 'Of
them in increasing amounts week after
week. HQwever, we must accept things
as they are. With those' cQmments, I
commend the Bill t'O the H'Ouse:

(Housing Advances) Bill.

When I married, I built a six-ro'Om
brick hQuse for £650, and I paid £200
for the land, making a t'Otal of £850.
That house to-day would probably bring
£4,000. I paid £4 a foot f'Or the land, which
.could prQbably be SQld fQr £30 a f'Oot
to-day. Parliament has had t'O increase
the permissible amount of loans advanced
by the Credit Foncier branch of the State
Savings Bank and the cO-Qperative hQusing s'Ocieties. A 30-year cQ-operative
housing society is now able to advance
up to £2,160. Some of the s'Ocieties are
for a 22-year peri'Od. With the shorter
term subscribers have t'O pay increased
c'Ontributions monthly. It is a wonderfully good scheme, but the members are
unfortunate in having t'O face a heavy
increase in the cost of building. C'Onditions are very difficult for young pe'Ople
Sir JAMES KENNEDY (HiginbQtham
cQntero-plalting
marriage. However. the
PrQvince).-I dQ nQt 'OpPQse the Bill. I
Melb'Ourne
Harbor
Trust has had a most
supPQse I shall be cQmpelled in the normal
successful scheme. It will be noted that
course of events in the next few weeks
only £5,393 is outstanding at the present
tQ supp'Ort Bills which 'Originated when
time and that of 53 houses built 'Only
I was in 'Office. With this Bill, which is
sixteen
have not been paid 'Off. But the
'One 'Of them, any 'One w'Ould agree. I
empl'Oyees wh'O take advantage of the
d'O n'Ot claim any virtue f'Or agreeing t'O it scheme in future and have to pay so
when 1 was in 'Office. There is much much more, will find c'Onditions more
truth in what the unQfficial Leader has difficult than did th'Ose wh'O 'Obtained adsaid ab'Out b'Orr'Owing. I am c'Onnected vances earlier. This measure was ap. with a number of c'O-'Operative h'Ousing proved by the previous Government and
.:~cieties, and I n'Oticed that when they
has been accepted also by the present
started in business the number of shares Administration. For a ilong Nme the
taken up by individual shareh'Olders pr'O- Melbourn:e Harbor Trust has been urgvided for loans of £1,000 'Or £1,250. ing the intr'Oduction of the measure ·and
'l'h'Ose early shareh'Olders were able to I am glad that the Mtinister has introdepQsit the extra 20 per cent. to enable duced it, because it will enable the Melthem t'O build houses. I find that the bourne Harb'Or Trust t'O retain its emshares now taken up generally provide ployees.
They should be far more
f'Or l'Oans of £1,944. That will be a settled in their work jf the Harbor Trust
heavy burden on many of the borrowers.' helps them to pr'Ovide homes for themI have als'O noticed that some of the selves. I commend the Bnl to the House.
original applicants f'Or shares found that
The Hon. P. J. KENNELLY (Melthe c'Ost of a h'Ouse was bey'Ond their
bourne
West Provinc;e).-With s'Ome reability to finance it. Under the cooperative housing scheme, if a member luctance I supp'Ort the Bill. I believe
pays subscriptions for at least twelve that pe'Ople who are to-day saddling
m'Onths, he can withdraw, and in that themselves with houses at exorbitant
prices will find themselves in financia.il
event receives a refund of his sub- straits in the future, leading to a recurscriptions with interest during the period rence 'Of the circumstances which arose
tha t the m'Oney has been held by the after the 1914-1918 war. When the des'Ociety. In 'One s'Ociety with which I pression came, th'Ose who had purchased
am ass-ocia ted, some 'Of the original homes under the soldier settlement
shareh'Olders have dropped out because scheme and the closer settlement scheme
they could not finance the heavy cost of had to be assisted by the State t'O the
housing.
extent 'Of £23,000,000 in regard t'O their
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holdings generally. I believe that when
the prices of commodities reach
some reasona:ble tevel there ,~U'st be -a
scailing down of the commitments of the
people who have purchased homes, as
well as of those who have pUfichased land.
I admit that the housing situation is
such that there are to-day more evictions than ever. The position is understandable. It is impossible Ito have
new Australians coming to this country
in such numbers as they are to-day
without some of them or some
of the older residents being unsuccessful 'in their search for accommodation. I do not envy the task of the
Minrster of Housing in the present crisis.
The measure provides for an increase of
£1,000 in the m'aximum loan by the Melbourne Harbor Trust to employees
who have been in the service for
five years; that is to say, the maximum
will now be £2,000. I shalil be interested
to hear the answ.elr to the query raised by
the unofficial Leader regarding interest
rates.
There is another question with which I
am concerned. I have never minded the
boss, so to speak, owning my job, but I
have always objected to the boss owning
the house in which I live. When the Bill
reaches the Committee stage I should
like the Minister to explain wha t the
position would be if I were an employee of
the Harbor Trust f'or a period of five
years and I borrowed money but subsequently left the employment of the
Trust. I trust that my 'CoommHments-although I should no longer be an :employee of the Trust-would not be any
greater. I think I mentioned in this
Chamber previously that, when Sir
Frank Beaurepaire wa'S speaking about
employers building homes for theIr
workers, I said that I did not mind
the Honorable A. G. Warner owning my
job but I did not want him to own both
my job and my house.
Sir FRANK BEAUREPAIRE.-When did
that happen?
The Hon. P. J. ~ENNiEILLY.-The
question arose during a speech made in
this Chamber by Sir Frank Beaurepaire
some years ago. While one may believe
in employers building homes for their
employees, as a principle it is always
to be opposed.
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The Hon. W. J. BECKETT.-The principle does not apply to' tlhe Melbourne
Harbor Trust. That body is in the same
posi,tion a's any other mortgagee.
The Hon. P. J. KENNfElliLY.-That is
all I want to know. I do not want employees of the Trust to be pI-aced at a disadvantage. I believ,e that the Melbourne
Hanbor Trust is anxious to keep its employees. In the years ,to come when
there may be a 6 per ,cent. or 7 per cent.
pool of unemploy.ed so that a choice of
labour willibe afforded, I wonder how the
workers in any undertaking will get onwhether they be employees oli the Melbourne Harbor Trust or of anyone elsewhen that undertaking has built homes
for its employees.
The Hon. WILLIAM SLATER.-Mr.
Ritchie has suggested the restoration of
a 50-hour week.
The Hon. P. J. KFJNNELLY.-A statement of that sort is always made when
elections are some distance away, 'but,
so long as the Minister of Public Works
can assure me that a man, when he
leaves the employment of the Trust, will
not suffer any financial loss if he has
undertaken a loan to build a home, I can
see nothing wrong with the Bill.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES.-I understand
tha t is lhe case.
The Hon. P. J. KENNELLY.-I am
pleased to hear that statement.
I am
thinking of the interests of those men
who will be borrowing £2,000.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES.-It will be an
ordinary loan.
The Hon. P. J. KENNELLY.-Yes,.
but the borrower is taking a much
greater risk than I should be prepared
to take.
Members of the public are
waiting anxiously for value to be put
back into the £1. The prospects appear
to be a little" sticky" at the moment,
and possibly, as the months go on, they
will become worse.
Unfortunately, we
shall be involved in a spiral of inflation,
and I do not know what will happen,
although I believe-as I stated beforetha t just as those on the land were
looked after ,for some years following the
first world war, the home purchasers of
these days will eventually have to be
looked after by whatever Government
is in power in this State.
The motion was agreed to':

220

Marine, ,(Temporary

,"COUNCIL.]

The Bill was read a second time and
committed.
Clause 1 was agreed 'to.
Clause 2 (Increase of maxhnum advance to employee for purchase of
dwelling-house) .
The Hon. W. J. BECKETT (Melbourne Province).-In reply to Mr.
Kennelly, I would point -out this measure
only seeks to amend one line of the
powers -conferred upon the Melbourne
Harbor Trust.
That body possesses
certain powers in regard to houses for
its employees. It may erect and maintain for its employees dwelling-houses
over which it would have complete control as landlord.
The Trust can sell,
demise, or let to its employees dwellingThe Trust may
houses so provided.
advance to any employee of not less
than five years' service upon the security
of the land of the employee. The employee, under the original Act, could
borrow £1,000 and leave the service of
the Trust the following week. His only
responsIbility would be to maintain his
payments under an ordinary mortgage.
I think all honorable members are clear
on that point. However, there is something to be said in favour of the contention raised by the honorable member.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works).-I regret that I cannot
give either the unofficial Leader or Mr.
Kennelly the exact terms of repayment,
but I have been assured that they' are
quite reasonable and are on a par with
those under s-imilar housing schemes.
The Hon. W. J. BECKETT.-The interest rate would not be more than 3!
per cent.?
~
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES.-It might
be 4 per cent.
The clause was agreed to.
The Bill was reported to the House
without amendment and passed through
its remaining stages.
MARINE (TEMPORARY
EXEMPTIONS) BILL.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works).-I move-That this Bill be now read a second time.

This measure is introduced at this stage
becaus:e it deals with a matter of great
urgency. The Melbourne Harbor Trust
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in _pursuance of their
policy of developing the port of Melbourne, have decided to construct new
docks at the mouth of the Yarra river.
Owing -to the shortag-e 'Of Jabour and
materials, and the impossibility of obtaining extra pilant within a reasonable
time, the Commissioners 'invited tenders
for the dredging of approx,imately
3,900,000 cubic yards of silt at the site
of the docks. They contacted all the
known dr:edging comp'anies in England
and on the Continent.

Oom-missioners~

A tender submitted jointly by The
Harbor and General Works Limited and
The Dredging and Construction Company
Limited, representing British and Dutch
interests, was accepted. The price quoted
was £1,432,875. The tenderers propose
to carry out the work with ;plant that has
been brought from .Europe, manned by
complete Dutch crews who are exThe
p:erienced dredging personnel.
accept-ance of this tender means that the
Trust's present plant wiLl be able to concentrate on essential maintenance dredging in the port, the widening of the Yarra
river, the completion of tJbe new Appleton dock, and other works to which the
Trust is already committed. The contractor's plant has arrived in Melbourne
and will be able to commence work under
the con tr-act almost immediately.
:Section 84 of the Marine Act provides--·
The master of any ship arriving from
parts beyond the sea at or off any port of
Victoria for which a pilot has been licensed
as aforesaid and not being himself the
holder of an exemption certificate for such
port who enters or attempts to enter such
port without employing a pilot licensed as
aforesaid to conduct such ship into port, or
who navigates or attempts to navigate such
ship within the limits of such port without
employing a pilot licensed as aforesaid, or
who goes to sea from any POrt of Victoria
for which a pilot has been licensed as aforesaid, or quits his station or' anchorage to go
to sea without employing a pilot licensed as
aforesaid shall (over and above the amount
which would have been payable for such
pilotage if such pilot's services had been
actually engaged) be liable to a penalty of
not less than Five nor more than Fifty
pounds: Provided that nothing in this section contained shall extend to or affect any
ship employed in coasting only or actually
trading between any port of Victoria and of
New South Wales Queensland South Australia Tasmania Western Australia New
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Zealand and Fiji the master of which holds
a certificate from the Board that he is comfJetent to act as pilot for such trader.

Under that section the ships that have
arrived. in Victoria under this contract
cannot be navigMed in any Victor-ian
port without employing a licensed pilot.
The operation of this provision would involve heavy expense and would considerably delay Ithe construction programme. The personnel of th:e vessels
are experienced crews who have carried
out similar dredging work in many parts
uf the world.
The Marine Board consists of twelve
three of whom are appointed
by the Governor in Council, two by merchants and traders, one by marine underwriters, two by shipowners, one by pilots,
one by ships' masters, one by ships'
engineers, ·and one by seamen. The
Board has considered this matter, and
has
recommended
that
legislative
authority be obtained whereby the Board
can exempt a contractor engaged on harbor construction works from compliance
with any of the provisions of the Marine
Act, and regulations thereunder, subject
to such conditions as the Board may
determine.
This recommendation is
supported by the Melbourne Harbor
Trust Commissioners, by the unions concerned and the pilots.
m~mbers,

It will be appreciated that the Board
must take adequate steps to ensure the
safety of shipping using Victorian ports.
The Bill empowers the Marine Board to
exempt from compliance with any of
the provisions of the Marine Act, or the
regulations thereunder, any contractor
engaged in the construction of harbor
works, including dredging, and any
vessels and personnel employed by the
contractor for the construction of such
works.

Sub-clause (2) of clause 2 gives the
power to attach condiltions to any such
exemption, and in particular to require
vessels and equipment to be subject to
survey and inspection, to comply with
proper standards and to be properly
maintained. It also requires officers to
have appropriate navigational and technical qualifications and such local knowledge as the Board thinks necessary; the
vessels are to be adequately manned and
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carry at least one person able to speak
and write English, and capable of acting
as interpreter.
The areas in which
exempted vessels may operate will be
specified.
Sub-clause (3) empowers the Board
to cancel any exemption so granted; and
sub-clause (4) makes any contractor,
master, mate or engineer who rails to
comply with any provisions of the Marine
Act or regulations from which he is
not exempted, or with any of the conditions imposed by the Board, liable to a
penalty of not more than £50. Subclause (5) defines "port authority" as
including all the port authorities in Victoria.
It is envisaged that the contractors
may stay here for a long time, for there
will be similar work undertaken in other
ports, such as Geelorig and, possiblyp
Portland. Provision has been made in
the Bill to cover contractors operating
in similar circumstances in those ports.
Sub-clause (6) provides that the Bill
shall continue in operation for a period of
five years only.
This Bill is urgent because the contractors are already in Vict'orian waters,
ready to commence work, and the Trust
is anxious that the work should proceed
without further delay.
As failure to
comply with the requirements of the
Marine Act with regard to employment
of a pilot on any vessel navigating the
waters of Port Phillip Bay and 1:he Yarra
river involves a penalty of £50, it is
desired that this Bill should be passed
before dredging operations commence.
The men in charge of the dredges are
certificated master mariners.
I have
met some of them and they speak the
English language. I am informed that
it is the custom in Holland, where these
men come from, for ex:pert mariners who
retire from sailing the seven seas to
take up a shore job, or work on dredging
vessels. The meri in charge of the
vessels now in Victorian waters have
navigated boats in most parts of the
world and are expert seamen. I have
discussed with the persons concerned the
safeguards inserted in the Bill and pave
found no dissentients to them. In fact,
the Bill has met with general approval.
I cf)mtnend it to the House.
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The HOD.' W. J. BECKETT (Melbourne Province).-The Bill deals with
the work of one of the most enterprising
bodies in Victoria, one whkh has
always taken a long view of things and
provided well ahead for harbor facilities for the commercial section of the
community. I remember when harbor
facilities in the port of Melbourne were
very different from what they are to-day,
and the Appleton dock site was an undrained swamp. The Melbourne Harbor
Trust, under its able chairman, Mr. Mackenzie, is endeavouring to provide for
the future requirements of the port. It
is refreshing to find in the Public Service
a body 'Of that calibre. It has displayed commendable enterprise in its
handling of the port facilities. I do not
think the Bill will do a great deal of good
either for the harbor Trust or the contractors. If the measure had been
brought down three months ago it might
have been of use. I presume that it
should include a retrospective clause to
provide for the free entry of these
vessels.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES.-Pilots
brought the vessels into the port.
The Hon. W. J. BECKETT.-The
vessels and the workmen are here. We
used to pride ourselves on being almost
self-supporting and on the fact that we
could manufacture practically all our
requirements.
In days gone by, the
Railway Department imported locomotives, but now locomotives and other
rolling stock are built at the Newport
workshops. In other respects, however,
we appear to have lost our spirit of
enterprise as we are depending more and
more upon imported goods. We have
neither the men, the materials nor the
plant to build our own docks, and so we
have been forced to call upon an enterprising nation overseas to cater for our
needs in this respect. Dutch mariners
have brought a flotilla of small vessels a
journey of 13,000 miles to work in
Hobson's Bay. That reflects credit on
the Dutch nation, but not on us. I
understand that the pilotage dues have
been paid.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNEs.-The dues for
berthing the vessels have been paid.
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The Hon. W. J. BECKETT.-According to the remarks of the Minister, these
vessels are really in bond, subject to the
payment of duty, and the House is asked
to relieve the contractors of that amount.
The side note to section 84 of the principal Act statesAll ships arriving and departing shall
receive pilots.

The Hon. P. T. BYRNES.-They must
also carry a pilot when moving about the
bay.
The Hon. W. J. BECKETT.-If a
foreign ship goes from Melbourne to
Geelong, possibly a pilot should be employed.
Sir J AMES KENNEDY.-The Act provides that a pilot must be employed" to
navigate such ship within the limits of
such port."
The Hon. W. J. BECKETT.-The Act
does not contemplate that pilots shall be
employed to move mobile plant a distance
of, possibly, a quarter of a mile. The
owner of a barge does not engage a pilot,
and the vessel is towed by a tug. If a
pilot is not engaged in accordance with
the Act, the ship owners are liable to a
fine of from £5 to £50. I understand
that four Dutch vessels have arrived and
tha t the owners of each must pay a
pilotage fee of £20 when it enters the
port.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES.-If the Bill is
not passed, the owners will have to pay a
fee each time a vessel is moved in the
bay.
The Hon. W. J. BECKETT.-Doubtless the Minister has been advised that
the Bill is necessary to overcome
problems that are likely to arise. The
Act does not contemplate a charge being
made for shifting vessels of this description. It refers to ships entering
. and leaving the port. ]t is ridiculous to
expect contractors to pay for pilots to
move plant working in the bay. If the
Government considers that it is necessary to pass the Bill, we must do so. I
repeat that it appears to me to be ridiculous to contend that a dredging plant
requires the services of a pilot to move
it from place to place in the bay.
Sir JAMES KENNEDY (Higinbotham
Province).-This Bill has been in the
offing for some time. When consideration was being given to the letting of
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the contraot for £1,432,000 for the contemplated work, the Melbourne Harbor
Trust approached the Government and
the question arose as to the pilotage of
the vessels. The Government and the
Trust received the best advice available
on the need for amending the Marine
Act, as it was obvious that the captains
of these foreign vessels woul'd not be
permitted to move their boats in the bay
without a pilot being on board. Tha t
would have meant excessive cost to the
owners. The captains are experienced
seamen, and, doubtless, they will learn
more about the bay than some local
men. The matter was given critical
examina tion.
The Hon. W. J. BECKETT.---For what
reasons would the vessels move around
the bay?
Sir JAMES KENNEDY.-They would
have to move the sUt that was dredged.
Section 84 of the Act provides, inter
aliaThe master of any shi p arriving from
parts beyond the sea at or off any port of
Victoria for which a pilot has been licensed
as . aforesaid and not being himself the
holder of an exemption certificate for such
port who enters or attempts to enter such
port without employing a pilot licensed as
aforesaid to conduct such ship into port, or
who navigates or attempts to navigate such
ship within the limits of such port without
employing a pilot . . . .

As there is no possibility of licensing
these foreign 'masters, they must engage
pilots. Inquiries were made of various
unions likely to be affected by .the a'mendment which, they agreed, was essential.
We appear to have reached the stage
where we cannot undertake certain work
in AustraHa, and tenders from overseas
firms have to be accepted. For instance,
the Railway Department used to build
locomotives, but ,recently orders for
millions of pounds worth of locomotives
ha ve been placed overseas. A similar
comment applies to other industries.
Apparently it is accepted that we have
only a limited capacity to build plant and
machinery.
Any member reading the recent report of the Melbourne Harbor Trust
Commissioners will realize that the port
of Melbourne is handling a larger number of ships than ever be.fore. Recently
from 20 to 30 vessels were standing out
in the bay for weeks at a Nme awaiting
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berths. Therefore it is dbvious thai this
necessary developmental work must be
proc:eeded with immediately, and that is
why the Trust accepted the Dutch tender.
When the contract was being entered
into, it was found that the movement of
the vessels without a pilot would be contrary to the Marine Act. Hence the
reason for submitting the Bill. It provides many safeguards, and the Marine
Board will have power to make regulations to ensure that the wor,k is done in
accordance with the Government's requirements. Unless the Bill is passed,
large sums will have to be paid for the
services ()If pilots each time these vessels
are moved in the bay.
The HOD. P. J. KENNELLY (Melbourne West Rrovince).-The Bill 'is
necessary to ensure that developmental
work of the Melbourne Harbor Trust is
carried on speedily; the construction of
new berths must be proceeded with as
soon as possihle. If the Bill is not passed,
the contract entered into will be affected
as the company will be compelled to engage pilots each time its shi'ps are moved
within the port. I am pleased to learn
that the craft alre to be ,surveyed by the
Marine Board.
'Dhe Hon. P. T. BYRNEs.-That work
is now ,being done.
The Hon. P. J. I@JNNELLY.-Will the
craft of the Melbourne Harbor Trust also
be surveyed by the Board?
Sir JAMES KENNEDY.-Thie Trust is opposed to that.
The Hon. P. J. KIENN'ELLY.-Tbat is
true, although it wants the vessels of all
other concerns surveyed by the Board. I
hope the present Minister will be able to
overcome that difficulty. I ,give due credit
to the chairman, the Commissioners, and
officers of the Melbourne Harbor Trust
for the excellent work they have done
in developing the port of Melbourne.
I congr.a tula te the Melbourne Harbor
Trust on its publication of a quarterly
magazine which helps laymen to understand the work done in the port. When
I first read the Bill I wondered what
was to be done with the silt, because I
can always find a place for good soil.
However, after giving a 'little thought to
the matter I realized that I could nJt
entice other people to pay for such a
projeot as I have in mind.
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I regret that such a large contract
had to be let outside Australia. If it had
been possible for the contract to h€lve
been carried out by an Australian company every member of this House would
have been pleased. However, as that
was not possible, one has to commend
the Commissioners of the Melbourne
Harbor Trust for having the work done.
With the great volume Qf trade passing
intQ and out of the port of ,Melbourne
more berths, for ships must be provided. I hQpe that some one will tackle
the problem Qf providing a tunnel under
the river at Williamstown, so that the
out-of-date ferry now oper,ating can be
abQlished. Until that is done and vessels
have a clear run up the river, the port
cannot function prQperly. 1 understand
that after investigation committees have
decided rhata suitable tunnel CQuid not
be :provided at the site of the pres en t
ferry, 'because the big sewer under
the river and Qther pipelines in the
vicinity would have to be moved. However, when Qne sees what is done In
other parts of the world the presen t
ferry makes us 10Qk rather foolish.
The motiQn was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time and
committed.
Clause 1 was agreed to.
Clause 2 (Temporary authority to
Marine Board to exempt from CQmpliance with provisions of No. 3723, &c.,
harbor 'construction contractors and
vessels and personnel employed by
them).
The Hon. W. J. BECKETT (Melbourne Province).-FQr a long time
there has been before the PQrts and
Harbors Branch a plan envisaging a
park in an area commencing at the Red
Bluff at Point Ormond and running
about half a mile towards St. Kilda pier.
At that spot there is comparatively
shallow water, and at low tide it is
possible to walk out a quarter of a mile.
If that area were reclaimed and made
a public park it would add greatly to the
adornment Qf our capital city.
Public
reserves have gradually been ,filched
away, and any plan to add to them
should be ,considered seriously.
1 presume tha t Sir James Kennedy
knows that when harbor works are
being constructed persons in ,charge
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of the vessels receive exemption certificates. The master in charge of every
vessel belonging to the Dutch company
can obtain an exemption certificate
on satisfying the Marine Board that he
knows where the vessel will dump th~
soil and what the depth of the water is:
Of ,course, that is such a simple way of
dealing with the problem that it would
not appeal to the official mind. It must
be remembered that the Marine Board
and the Melbourne Harbor Trust do not
lose anything by granting exemptions,
as ,the ifees are received not by those
bodies but by the pilot service. The
passing of this measure will take away
fees that would otherwise goO to the pilot
servi.ce.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNEs.-The pilots
are in agreement with this proposal. 1
have taken steps to see that all persQns
concerned have been advised.
The clause was agreed to.
The Bill was reported to the House
without amendment, and passed through
its remaining stages.
ADJOURNMENT.
COAL: PROCUREMENT AND DISTRIBUTION.
The lion. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works.~1 ,moveThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
Tuesday, August 22, at half-past Four

o'clock.
The mQtion was agreed to.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public WQrks).-1 moveThat the House do now adjourn.

The Hon. P. L. COLEMAN (Melbourne' West Province) .-1 wish to direct
the attention of hl()norablemembers to
the important matter of the procurement and distribution 'df coal. During
the last few ,weeks I have m'ade advances
to the Government, with a certain degre:e
of success, because the position has been
relieved to some extent. However, only
tempQrary relief has been afforded. The
Ministry, has been busy during the last
two or three weeks preparing a comprehensive legislative programme, but
nothing is as important as the provision
of coal for industry. .In my opinion, unless coal is brought under direct Ministerial control-under the direction of a
Minister who is not overworked and will

Adjournment.

[8

AUGUST,

have time to deal with the matter-coal
supplies ·cannot be allocated successfully.
At present, coal is distributed by the
Victorian Coal Board under ,a system of
priorities which, I believe, was arranged
by the previous Government. I should
like the present Government to review the
position and to determine its own
priorities. I believe that a review would
result in the preparation of a priority
list different from that now being observed. The procu:r.ement of coal is not
as important as its distribution. Victoria is now getting a certain quantity
of coal from New South Wales-although the supply has been interrupted
by floods in the coal areas-and from
England, Africa, and India. However,
the total amount receiv.ed has proved
insufficient, because although the last
Government received more coal from
New South Wales than did its predecessor
and, in addition, imported 186,000 tons,
the industries manufactur!ing building
materials received smaller 'Supplies of
coal last year than at any other stage.
Coal supplies to industry are very important. One has onJy to read the comments of Mr. S. C. Wright, who yesterday appeared for the employers in the
Arbitration Court, to understand the
impact that shortage of coal' has on
industry. When one realizes the number
of industries manufacturing building
materials one can appreciate the influence any shortage of ·coal has upon
the 'economy of the State. Without
adequate supplies of building materials
no Government can carry out its housing
programme, developmental work in
respect of water supply undertakings or
contemplated works in the Latrobe
valley.
'
The case of Australian Cement Limited
is typical. I was toJd by the manager
that owing to .the .shortage of coal last
year production was down 70,000 tons.
We are importing cement that costs
approximately twice as much a's cement
manufactured in Victoria. This adds
to the expense of our housing programme and our developmental works.
All industries associated with the
manufacture of building materials have
r:eceived limited 'supplies of Australian
coal. They have been given a certain
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quantity of South African and Indian
coal, to which has to be added a proportion of Maitland coal. It should not
be necessary for me to have to impress
upon this House the urgency of increasing the supplies of building
materials, but that is not possible unless
there is sufficient coal, and supplies are
distributed according to a well-planned
list of 'priorities.
II also wish to direct the attention
of this Government to the possibility
of obtaining coal from Queensland,
where there are tremendous reserves of
coal which are practically undeveloped.
In 1946, or early 1947, the Cain Administration became interestJed in ootaining a
supply of coal froOm CaUide. Whatever
information was available was passed on
by us to the incoming Government because we realized that this was not a
political but a national question, in that
it affeoted the whole economy of the
State. We are aware that a representative of the Liberal and Country party
visited Queensland. Unfortunately when
he made his approach to the Queensland
authorities their decision was influenced
by a general strike which was in progress at the time. In the circumstances,
they could not comply with the request
of the Victorian Minister to supply coal
from Queensland sources. Thereupon
the honorable gentleman went abroad
and ordered coal from South Africa,
India and' England. In taking that step
a solution of the coal problem was not
found; it was only a temporary expedient.
What we want is a long-range plan for
the eventual solution of this problem.
Perhaps in five or ten years when the
development of the Latrobe valley has
become an accomplished fact, Victoria
will be independent of other States so
far as coal supplies are concerned. However, I am concerned about what is to
happen meanwhile. The citizens of Victoria cannot be expected to exist on
promises of what will occur in 1955 or
in 1960. This subject is of immediate
importance. There are many difficulties
confronting the supply of coal from
Calli de but with my knowledge of wha't
is happening I say that they are not
insurmountable. I have been informed
that coal can be sent from Callide to Victoria at a price which will be a 10 per

