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The PRESIDENT.-I shall resume the
chair when the bells are rung.
The sitting was suspended at 6.15 a.m.
until 6.45 a.m. (Friday).

ADJOURNMENT.
CLOSE OF THE SESSION.

The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works).-By leave, I moveThat the Council, at its rising, adjourn
until a day and hour to be fixed by the
President, or,· if the President is unable to
act on account of illness or other cause, by
the Chairman of Committees, which time
of meeting shall be notified to each honorable member by telegram or letter.

It may be necessary to call the House
together urgently. I wish briefly to
thank you, Mr. President, the Chairman
of Committees and honorable members
for the consideration they have shown
me as Leader of the Government
in this House in' the last strenuous
few months.
I have a very high
regard for· this Chamber. I should
like also to thank members of the staff,
who have had as strenuous a time as we
have had, particularly members of the
Hansard staff.
I extend to you, Mr.
President, and to all honorable members
and members of the staff, best wishes for
Christmas and the New Year.

The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 6.52 a.m.
(Friday).
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Board of Works.

of certain nearby townships and seaside
areas once the Upper Yarra storage system
is augmented, and has expressed the opinion
that in that event the Lysterfield Reservoir,
controlled by the State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission, which now supplies the
above-mentioned areas, would be of no
further use to the Board of Works--(a)
whether it is necessary for ·the Water Commission to resume all the privately-owned
properties within the area of the Lysterfield
Reservoir catchment; (b) whether it is
necessary for the work of tree planting in
the catchment area to proceed; (c) what is
the area already planted or prepared for
planting; (d) what is the cost of this work
to date; (e) what number of men is so
employed; (I> whether these men could be
more usefully employed at the Tarrago
River headworks, thus expediting the water
supply to the West Gippsland townships
now without water?

Mr. BROSE (Minister
Supply).-The answer is-

of

Water

Although some evidence was given by arl
officer of the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works that certain areas now
dependent upon the Lysterfield reservoir
could be connected to the Board's system,
the Board has not, as far as is known, ever
stated that it was prepared to take over the
water reticulation of any of the townships
or seaside areas in question.
Discussions
with the Board in regard to this question
have recently been initiated by the State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission, but,
whatever the outcome of these discussions,
Lysterfield reservoir will still be required
as a storage and must be safeguarded from
pollution.
Answers to the speci:fic questions are(a) Yes. These lands have been resumed,
although several former owners have been
allowed temporarily to remain in occupation until the lands they occupy are
required.
(b) Yes.
40 acres planted, 20 acres prepared.
£9,300 including establishment of
nursery and permanent buildings and fencing.
(e) Three men continuously and fourteen
temporarily during the brief tree-planting
season of up to six weeks.
(c)

(d)

The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis) took the chair at 11.23 a.m.,
and read the prayer.
MELBOURNE AND METROPOUTAN
BOARD OF WORKS.
UPPER YARRA WATER STORAGE: LYSTERFIELD RESERVOIR AREA.

Sir GEORGE KNOX (Scoresby)
asked the Minister of Water SupplyIn view of the fact that the Melbourne
and Metropolitan Board of Works is prepared to take over the water reticulation

(I> The fourteen men referred to are
continuously employed throughout the
remainder of the year on laying water
mains and on other construction work
serving the Mornington Peninsula towns.
They could not be released for work on the
Tarrago river project, progress on which has
been dependent on planning and on delivery
of specialized equipment from overseas and
has not been affected to any appreciable
extent by shortage of labour.
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CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS.
COMMONWEALTH GRANT: STATE
EXPENDITURE.

Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dandenong)
asked the Premier1. Whether the State of Victoria has
received from, or has been promised by, the
Commonwealth Government any monetary
grant in connection with the centenary
celebrations; if so, what is the amount and
the purpose or purposes to which it will be
applied, giving the amount to be allocated
to each item?
2. What moneys will be provided by the
State of Victoria for these celebrations,
specifying purposes and allocations?

Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The answers are-No.
An amount of £50,000 is provided on
year's Estimates towards meeting the
of the centenary celebrations.
(a) This sum will be used to meet the
cost of producing two (2) Centenary
volumes:
(1) Centenary of Government,
(2) Centenary of the Discovery
of Gold.
(b) Portion of expenses of the CentenaryJUbilee train.
(e) Portion of expenses for the Festival
of Thanksgiving to be held in
Alexandra Gardens on 31st December.
(d) Towards
cost of national fitness
display.
(e) Towards
centenary literary and
historical competitions.
(I) Guarantee to the National Theatre
against loss in connection with the
Festival of Arts.
(g) Guarantee
to the Lord Mayor's
Hospital and Charities Appeal
Fund against loss in connection
with Centenary Industrial Fair to
be held in Exhibition from 21st
March to 7th April, 1951.

1.
2.
this
cost

The 1951 Centenary Committee has also
many other matters under consideration
and a full programme of events will be
made available at an early date.
COAL IMPORTATIONS.
PURCHASE

PRICE: HANDLING
SUBSIDIES.

CHARGES:

Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dandenong)
asked the Premier1. What ships, carrying overseas or Callide
coal, have been discharged in Melbourne or
Geelong since the 1st of January, 1950?
2. In connection therewith, what were the
costs per ton-(a) C.I.F. & E., in Australian
currency, for each ship; (b) for unloading,
showing dirt money separately; and (e) for
other specified costs?
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3. How many men were employed on each
ship and what time was occupied in discharging?
4. What has been the total cost of subsidizing these imports and, of this sum.
what amount has been or will be reimbursed
by the Commonwea1th Government?

Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I am advised that in view of the
amount of work involved in seeking. this
information, it will be at least a week
before a reply can be made to the honorable member. I understand that the
honorable member has embodied a request for similar information in a letter
he addressed to the Minister of Transport who has indicated that he will furnish a written reply to the honorabltl!
member as early as possible.
LANDLORD AND TENANT ACT.
EVICTION ORDERS.

Mr. TOWERS (Collingwood) asked
the Minister of Transport, for the Minister of HousingHow many eviction orders have been
issueeJ !n the State of Victoria during the
tWe~ve months ended the 31st of October,
1950?

Mr. MITCHELL (Attorney-Gpneral).
-Although this question is addressed to
the Minister of Transport, for the Minister of Housing, it is one which comes
within the scope of the administration
of the Attorney-General, and I therefore
desire to reply. The answer is as
followsFor the twelve months ending on the 31st
of October, 1950, 1,467 orders for eviction
were made by courts situated within the
metropolitan area and 61 orders by the
Court of Petty Sessions at Geelong. No
record is kept in the Crown Law Offices of
the orders made at courts of petty sessions
situated in places other than in the metropolitan area or Geelong and an approach
would have to be made to the individual
clerks of petty sessions concerned to ascertain the figures for such other courts.

ROAD ACCIDENTS.
CYCLISTS: ACCIDENTS AND FATALITIES.

Mr. DOUBE (Oakleigh) asked the
Chief Secretary1. How many children while riding
bicycles have been involved in motor
accidents of a serious nature during the
last twelve months?
2. How many of these accidents had
fatal results?
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Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).The statistics relating to persons injured
or killed in road accidents are compiled
on a uniform basis throughout Australia
by the several statistical authorities.
These statistics do not disclose the particular information required by the honorable member but I am able to advise
him that, during the year ended the
30th of June, 19,50, the number of
cyclists of all ages injured in road
accidents was 1,464 and the number
killed was 40. During the same period,
1,142 children under the age of sixteen
years were injured and 55 were killed
in road accidents. These latter figures
included pedestrians, cyclists, and persons
lin vehicles.

POULTRY INDUSTRY.
SHORTAGE OF FEED: SILOS FOR STOCK
FEED.

Mr. mELAND (Mernda) asked the
Minister of Agriculture1. If he is aware of the acute shortage
of wheat and poultry feeds occasioned by
the present railway strike?
2. If he is aware that this shortage of
feed supplies is resulting in the slaughtering of entire flocks, one poultry killing
co-operative handling 9,000 birds per week
more than usual for this time of the year?
3. If he will take immediate steps to
ensure that continuity of feed supplies is
restored and maintained in order that the
present disastrous trend in the poultry industry may be checked?
4. Whether, in vi'ew of the periodical
stoppages of rail transport, which are becoming more numerous and serious and
which inevitably result in feed shortages,
the Government is prepared to set up a
Parliamentary committee to investigate the
possibility of establishing within the metro,politan area silos for stock-feed consumers?

Mr. MOSS (Minister of Agriculture).
-The answers are1. The interruption to the transport of

wheat from country areas has caused a
temporary shortage of poultry feed.
2. The slaughtering of poultry this year
is above normal but it is considered that
other factors, including the high prices obtainable for table poultry, have had more
influence in this respect than the shortage
of feed.
3. The effect of the railway strike on the
continuity of supplies for the poultry and
otlJier industries is receiving the constant
attention of the Government.
4. In the first instance I will ask the
Grain Elevators Board to investigate the
economic practicability of this proposal.

Education Department.

STATE ELECTR1!CITY COMMISSION.
SUPPLY IN RURAL DISTRICTS: BOARD OF

INQUIRY.

Mr. mELAND (Mernda) asked the
Minister in Charge of Electrical UndertakingsWhether the Government has received
the report from the Board of Inquiry
appOinted by the Hollway Government to
investigate the question of electricity supply
in rural districts; if so, when it is intended
to make this report available to Parliament?

Mr. DODGSHUN (Minister in Charge
of Electrical Undertakings).-The, answers are(a)

Yes.

(b) The report will be submitted to-day
to Parliament.

COUNTRY GAlS WORKS.
SUBSIDY

FOR

TRANSPORTING

COAL

BY

ROAD.

Mr. MACK (Warrnambool) asked the
PremierWhether the Government has given consideration to the payment of a subsidy to
country gas works to reimburse them f.or
the extra cost involved in transporting
coal by road; if ,so, what decision has been
reached; if not, whether the Government
will give consideration to such a subsidy?

Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-No; but any' representations
made by country gas works will be fully
'
examined.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.
MAINTENANCE GRANT TO SCHOOL
COMMITTEES.

Mr. O'CARROLL (Clifton Hill) asked
the Minister of Lands, for the Minister
of EducationWhether he will arrange for the annual
adv,ances of £100 to State school committees
for maintenance to be paid not later than
August each year?

Mr. LIND (Minister of Lands).On behalf of the Minister of Education,
I supply the following answers:1. Allowances of th~s nature are not paid
until the Budget has been presented.

2. They are not a fiat rate of £100 but
vary from £20 to £100 according to the
cloassification of the school ,with a further
qualification that no school can "build up"
funds in excess of one and a quarter times
the annual allowance. This necessitates the
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checking of the previous year's statements
of receipts and expenditure submitted by all
schools.
3. While every endeavour is made to make
the allowances available to school committees as early as possible, staffing difficulties render it impossible to pay the
allowances by August each year.
As
approximately 80 per cent. of the schools
did not avail themselves of the full amount
of their allowances last year, it is not considered that many of the schools are
seriously inconvenienced. Any special cases
are dealt with on their merits.
PREFABRICATED CLASSROOMS.
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dandenong)
asked the Minister of Lands, for the
Minister of Education1. At which schools prefaJbricated school
buildings have been erected, and at which
schools they will be erected, covering
all orders placed for such prefabricated
buildings?
2. What were the numbers of students in
attendance at each of these schools for the
first term in each of the years 1948, 1949, and
1950, and what is the estimated number of
students requiring to be accommodated in
the first term of 1951 and on the July resumption in the same year?
Mr. LIND (Minister of Lands).~
On behalf of the Minister of Education,
the answers areThe attention of the honorable member
is directed to the replies given to the honorable member for Oakleigh on the 21st of
November relating to the numbers of prefabrkated classrooms ordered and delivered.
The information now desired by the honorable member would require a very considerable amount of research and could not be
supplied for some time. If the honorable
member will call on the secretary of the
Department, he will be given access to the
information which is available.
I should add that this morning's Notice
Paper for the Legislative Assembly only
reached the Education Department
shortly bef.ore the time at which the
House was to assemble. In the short
period available, the Education Department has' done its best to obtain the information sought.
HOUSIING COMMISSION.
BURIAL OF CEMENT AT HEIDELBERG:
ALLOCATIONS OF BUILDING MATERIALS.
Mr. O'CARROLL (Clifton Hill) asked
the Minister of Transport, for the Minister in Charge of Materials1. Whether the Minister is aware that
4,000 bags of cement were buried under a
road at Heidelberg by a contractor for the
Housing CommLssion; if so, what quantity
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of this cement was-(a) produced in Victoria and Tasmania; and (b) imported from
overseas?
2. Whether the Minister will have this
matter fully investigated with 'a view to
preventing waste of a similar nature in
future?
3. Whether the Minister will have the
allocations of cement and other materials
to the Housing Commission revised and
strictly supervised?
Mr. HYLAND (Minister of Transport).
-The answers are1. No.
2. Yes.
3. A strict supervision is always exercised in the allocation to the Housing
Commission of building materi'als that are
directly controlled by the Materials Procurement Directorate.

SKI CLUB OF VICTORIA.
WAR MEMORIAL SKI CENTRE.
For Mr. DON (Elsternwick), Mr. Oldham asked the Attorney-GeneralWhether an application has been made to
register the Ski Club of Victoria War
Memorial Ski Centre; if so-(a) when the
application was made; (b) whether the
Crown Solicitor recommended the approval
of the application; if so, when; (c) whether
he proposes to approve the application; if so,
when; if not, why; and (d) if he will lay on
the table of the Library the file relating to
the application?
Mr. MITCHELL (Attorney-General).
-The answers areYes.
(a) The 6th of June, 1950.
(b) Yes, subject to some slight amendments to the memorandum of association
which were duly made-the 20th of July,
1950.
(c) I cannot yet say whether I will issue
my licence as I have not yet completed consideration of the matter.
(d) No; as I require the file in order to
complete my consideration of the application.
However, the file can be inspected by the
honorable member at the Law Offices, if he
so desires.
VERMIN AND NOXIOUS WEEDS.
RABBIT PEST: IMPORTATION OF WIRE
NETTING.
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH
(Swan
Hill) asked the Minister of LandsWhether, in order to· assist in overcomIng the rabbit pest, his Department will
secure imported wire netting and make it
available to land holders on long term repayment?
.
Mr. LIND (Minister of Lands).This matter will receive careful considera tion.
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DRIED FRUITS INDUSTRY.

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS.

DAMAGE TO CROPS.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN AND

Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH
Rill) asked the Premier-

PARLIAMENTARY SALARIES BILL.

(Swan

If he will lay on the table of the Library
:the file dealing with the damage to dried
.fruits in the Mildura and mid-Murray districts last season?

Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The answer is, Yes.
WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACTS.
TABLING OF FILE.
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH
(Swan
Hill) asked the Chief SecretaryIf he will lay on the table of the Library
the file relating to suggested amendments
of the Workers' Compensation Acts?

Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).The answer is, Yes.
RAILWAY

DEPARTMENT.

RAILWAY STRIKE: UNLOADING OF TRUCKS.
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dandenong)
asked the Minister of Transport1. Whether he will arrange for the immediate unloading of trucks in the Mel'bourne and other goods yards, permitting
the shifting of trucks .to unloading points
with either horses or diesel motors or
tractors?
2. If the answer is in the negative,
whether the Government is prepared to reimburse consignorsl consignees for losses
occurring from such a refusal to give access
to their property.
3. If the answer is in the affirmative,
whether he will ensure that neither now nor
in the future loyal railway men will be
penalized for such work.

Mr. HYLAND (Minister of Transport).
-The answers are-(1) and (2) During the strike period a
large quantity of goods was delivered from
trucks and sheds throughout the system.
Further efforts will now be made with the
additional men who have reported for work
to ensure that the maximum amount of
loading which has remained in trucks and
sheds during the strike period is made available to consignees.

(3) As far as practicable steps will be
taken to ensure that loyal railwaymen are
not penalized.

Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Oppositiion) .-As a personal explanation, I
desire to refer to an account of the proceedings in this House Which appeared in
this morning's Age under the heading
"Premier says L. C. P. Leader offered
support." I assume that the Leader
referred to is myself.
Mr. WHITE (Allendale) .-Temporarily.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The Age reportedThe Premier (Mr. McDonald) disclosed
in the Legislative Assembly yesterday that
the Opposition Leader (Mr. Hollway) had
requested acost-of-living allowance for
members.
The House was debating the Parliamentary Salaries Bill which will give members
of both Houses a £132 cost-of-living allowance a year, and will increase the salaries
of members of the Legislative Council from
£750 to £1,050.

Apparently there was some excitement
during the debate.
Mr. WHITE (Allendale).-Where were
you yesterday?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Mr. Speaker, has an
honorable ,member the right to be heard
in this House, or are Government supporters, and particularly 'members of the
Cabinet, to be permitted to continue to
yap like a lot of dogs?
Mr. HYLAND.-Now, do not get insulting.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The newsp,aper report continuedMr. McDonald said that when the Bill was
first prepared i,t included no cost-of-living
provisions.
"But on the recommendation of a large
number of members of the Opposition--"
he continued, but his voice was immediately
drowned by shouts from L. C. P. benches of
"Who were they?" and" Name them."
To this the Premier replied: .. Your Leader
was one. He assured a speedy passage for
the Bill."

I say quite categorically and without
heat, that that statement is entirely untrue. At no time have I had any conversation with the Premier on this Bill,
and the Premier will not deny it. The
only person with whom I have had any
discussion was the Leader of the Labour
party, who told me that the Bill was
being introduced. He wanted to know
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what! thought our attitude, as a party,
would be towards the proposal to increase the sal'aries of members of the
Legislative Council by £300 and provide
the cost-of-living allowance for members.
I told him that on the question of the
salaries of members of the Council !
thought our party would be opposed to
it. I might say that this matter had
never been discussed in the party room
until the Bill had actually been brought
before the House. I said that undoubtedly we would oppose an increase
in the salaries of members of the Legislative Council, but, personally, I thought
the idea of the cost-of-living adjustment
did rather appeal to me, because it would
overcome the periodical agi ta tions for
incr~ases in members' salaries.
At no
time did either the Leader of the Labour
party or myself contemplate a cost-ofliving allowance which would be retrospective-almost back to the bow and
arrow days. My idea of a cost-of-living
adjustment was that it would be effective
from the date of the passage of the Bill
and would not have retrospective operation.
Mr. CAIN.-What do you mean by
" retrospective operation"?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I refer to the present
cost of living allowance of £132. In my
opinion, there should not be a cost-ofliving allowance of £132. All that the
Bill should have done, if it did anything,
was to provide for a cost-of-living allowance for members as from the time of the
passage of the Bill.
Mr. CAIN.-The cost of living has increased by £72 since 1948.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-There might be an
argument about that.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis) .-Order ! The Leader of the
Labour party has asked questions and
received his answers, and he should let
it go at that.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-! say emphatically
that I have had no conversation with the
Premier on this Bill. A t no time have I
ever pressed for the legislation; in private conversation with the Leader of the
Labour party I did not in any way commit my party. I did not approach him
on the subject; I did not approach the
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Premier, and I say that the statement
made by the Premier in this House yesterday is entirely incoITect.
l'lr. WHATELY (Camberwell). - I
noticed, during the personal explanation
by the Leader of the Opposition, that a
member on the Government side used the
word "temporarily" with regard to the
Leader of the Liberal and Country party.
Inasmuch 'as my name has been mentioned in press reports in that connection, I should like to say that I have
not been associated with any move personally to embarrass the Leader of my
party, beyond taking advantage of our
party rules that at any time members
may vote on the question of the leadership of the party, including the deputy
leadership, so that the subject can be reopened. I ,moved such a motion at a
party meeting recently, and my colleagues rejected it. It had no personal
reference to the present Leader of the
pal'ty; it was tPurely and simply a
theoretical question as to whether the
matter should be reconSidered.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-On a personal explanation, I
think the stage has been reached when I
should give some detailed 'account in
answer to what the Leader of the Opposition said in reference to the Bill which
related to Ministers of the Crown and
parliamentary salaries, and particularly
those of members of the Upper House,
and the inclusion for the payment of the
cost-of-living allowance to members.
The st'atement by the Leader of the
Opposition is untrue, and! shall narrate
the circumstances surrounding the story.
First, the Leader of the Labour party
spoke to me in my room and pointed out
that there had been a discussion between
himself and the Leader of the Opposition
regarding a cost-of-living allowance for
members of Parliament. In my remarks,
I indicated to the Leader of the Labour
party that the Government had not contemplated that step, but if members
wanted it they should suggest amendments which I would put before the
Cabinet, with a view to accepting an
amendment of that character.
I then
discussed the cost-of-living allowance
with the Leader of the Labour party
and suggested that he should interview
the Leader of the Opposition. Later, I
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met the Leader of the Opposition in the
passage when coming from the Parliamentary Refreshment Rooms. He was
talking to a member of the Liberal party"
I intimated to the Leader of the Opposition that I desired to speak to him, and
we met in the Cabinet room.
Mr. BOLTE.-When was that?
, Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-On Tuesday night.
_ Mr. BOLTE.-Was the Bill printed then?
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) . -The original Bill had been
pr~nted, but the other one had not.
I
told him that we had· the Bill printed
but without that provision in it, and I
would have to get another Bill printed if
Cabinet agreed with the suggestions that
ha~ been made.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-That is entirely untrue.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The Leader of the Opposition
knows that I discussed the question with
him and that I explained the position in
relation to the Bill. It might refresh his
memory if I remind him that he discussed the question of a parliamentary
mp.mbers' superannuation or pensions
Bill, and he wanted me to include in the
.Bill to be introduced provisions dealing
with certain matters which he had in
mind in regard to parliamentary
penSions.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I have not discussed
with you parliamentary pensions in relation to that Bill.
.. Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The Leader of the Opposition
discussed the Bill with me.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I did nothing of the
sort.
. Mr. McDONALD (PremIer and Treasurer).-The Leader of the Opposition
discussed' with me the proposed pensions
Bill..
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I did discuss that with
you.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) ..:..-The Leader of the Opposition
said there were difficulties. We discussed
the question of cost-of-living allowance at "the same time 'as we discussed the pensions Bill. I pointed
out that there were certain legal
anomalies and technicalitjes in relation to the pensions Bill and as there
. had not been a meeting of the trustees I
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was not prepared to act because I
wanted to correct the anomalies in future
legislation, particularly the position in
relation to widows of members who may
be entitled to consideration under that
Bill. I advised the Leader of the Opposition that owing to pressure of work I
had not had time to give that particular
legislation proper consideration. I informed him that I would submit his
views to Cabinet. I suggested that he
should move the amendment. He knows
that is true.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-It is not true.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I repeat that it is true.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I discussed parliamentary pensions with you.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I told the Leader of the Opposition that it was a pity the matter had
not been thought of previously because
of the difficulties associated with the
printing of another Bill. I wanted to go
?n with the Bill so that we could get
It to the Upper House in reasonable
time. The Leader of the Opposition
said that would not be difficult. He
further pointed out that he would have
to be rather severe in his strictures on
me on the general aspect of the Bill. I
told him I did not mind that. I realized
tha~, as Leader of the Opposition, he was
entItled to adopt that attitude. When
the present Leader of the Opposition was
Premier and Treasurer he gave notice
of a Bill relating to parliamentary
salaries, allowances, and pensions, and
on that occasion I intimated that
I might have to impose a severe
stricture on him. The Leader of the
Opposition said he doubted if there
would be any opposition to the Ministers
of the Crown and Parliamentary Salaries
Bill. He undertook to facilitate its
passage. He also said he doubted whether
there would be a division taken either
in this House or in the CouncH. I have
told the House the truth.
Mr. HOLLWAY.--You have done nothing
of the sort.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I SUbmitted the matter of the
cost-of-living allowance to Cabinet, at the
conclusion of the sitting.
Mr. HYLAND.-A special meeting was
held.
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Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-1 explained the situation to
Cabinet. The Government accepts responsibility for its action. All I have said in
relation to my conversations with the
Leader of the Opposition and the Leader
of the Labour party is true. It is now
for the Leader of the Labour party to
say whether I have told the truth as
far as he has knowledge of the position.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition) .-Mr. Speaker-The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-There can be no debate on
a personal explanation. The Leader of
the Opposition made a personal explanation, and the Premier did likewise. That
ends the matter.
PAIRS ON DIVISIONS.
Mr. BOLTE (Hampden) .-1 desire to
make a personal explanation in regard
to my absence from the House yesterday,
for which I make no apol'Ogy. I attended
the Ballarat Cup meeting. Because of
my absence, I was unable to record a
vote against the Ministers of the Crown
and ParHamentary Salaries Bill. The
circumstances are that the honorable
member for Allendale asked the Leader
of the Opposition for a pair because
he wanted to attend the Ballarat Cup
meeting. The Leader of the OppositIOn
intimated his willingness to pair with the
honorable member for Allendale but,
in. the meantime, the Leader of the
Labour party had gone home and, as
usual, was paired with the Leader of
the Opposition.
Mr. CAIN.---Jt must have been early
in the morning.
Mr. BOLTE.--It was. The House wru:.
still sitting, and the honorable member
for Allendale desired t'O get away to
Ballarat. Being unable to pair with the
Leader of the Opposition, whQ was
already paired with the Leader of the
Labour party, the honorable member
for Allendale said to me, "I have been
lett out on a limb; it seems impossible
fQr me to get away." I said, "I will
give you a pair." We had breakfast
and walked out of Parliament House
at about a quarter to eight o'clock. ToO
my horror and disgust, I later learned
that the honorable member for Allendale
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had participated in a divisiQn in relation
to the Ministers of the Crown and Parliamen tary Salar.ies Bill.
Mr. WHITE (AUendale).-I desire to
make a personal explanation. The remarks of the honorable member tor
Hampden are true-up to a quarter to
eight o'clock in the morning. After
that hour I was instructed that all pa'irs
had been called off. The party Whip
informed me that despite the fact that
I had made arrangements to pair with
the honorable member for Hampden,
pairs would not be recognized. For the
information of honorable members, I
wish to explain that I attended the
Ballarat Cup, which was run on a racecourse within the electorate that I have
the honour to represent. I attended the
race meeting in my official capacity
of parliamentary representative of the
district.
Mr. FRASER (Grant).-I, too, wish
to make a personal explanation. Yesterday afternoon, wben a division was
taken on the Ministers of the Crown and
Parliamentary Salaries Bill I was absent
from the House, attending a school
sports meeting at BalIan. I had been
pa1ired with the honorable member fQr
Mildura, but later I found that pairs
had been called off. Had I been in the
Chamber when th~ division was called
for I would strenuously have opposed the
Bill.
Mr. BARCLAY (Mildura) .-On a personal explanation, I admit that I entered
into a pair with the honorable member
for Grant, but when I was informed by
the party Wh'ip that ·all pairs had been
called off, what else could I do?
McPHERSON'S LIMITED PENSION
FUND BILL.
This Bill was returned from the Council with a message relating to amendments.
It was ordered that the message be
taken into consideration later this day.
LANDLORD AND TENANT
(SERVICEMEN) BILL.
This Bill was returned from the Council with a message relating to an amendment.
It was ordered that the message be
taken into consideration later this day.
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE.
ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I moveTJ:1at

MO~lOn,

the consideration of Notice of
General Business, be postponed

untl.l after Orders of the Day, Government
Busmess.
. ~r. HOL~WAY (Leader of the OppoSltlon).-Wltho~t starting a long debate,
I ask the PremIer to announce his plans
for to-day. I take it that he will endeavour to obtain Supply. I am wondering whether he intends to introduce any
further legisla Non.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The intention of the Government
-with the concurrence of honorable
m~mbers-is to complete Supply.
I
-thmk there are two Bills to be introduced, one being the Education (Religious Instruction) Bill, and the other
the Local Government (Shire of Braybrook) Bill.
In addition, the Government intends to· deal with messages
from the Legislative Council in relation
-to amendments to Bills which have been
passed by this House.
The motion was agreed to.
ESTIMATES.
The House went into Committee of
Supply to consider the Estimates of Expenditure for the year 1950-51.
The CHAffiMAN (Mr. Mibus).-For
the information of honorable members,
when, the Committee last considered
Estimates for the year, the first item of
division 1 was agreed to. At that stage,
a general debate on the Budget was
permitted, in accordance with custom.
I remind honorable members however
that the debate must now be confined
to matters relevant to the items contained in the particular division under
consideration, and to matters involving
the administrative responsibilities of the
Government. Questions requiring legislation cannot be discussed in Committee
of Supply.
PRiEiMIER'S DEPARTMENT.
Premier-£269,308.
Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-In a discussion which took place in this House
this morning a difference of opinion
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a.rose between the Leader of the OppositIon. and the Premier. I ask you, Mr.
ChaIrman, whether I would be in order
in saying something on that subject
a t this stage?
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Mibus).-No.
Mr. CAIN .---,When will I be in order
in dealing with that subject?
The CHAIRMAN.-Not on the Esti ..
mates, I am afraid.
Mr. CAIN.---4 think [ can refer to
parliamentary salaries on the Estimates
Sir. They are not included in the Esti:
mates, but are in the Constitution.
While I cannot directly discuss them,
I can discuss the cost of living as affecting them. I shall be pleased to know on
which division of the Estimates I can
raise the question.
The CHAIRMAN.-The subject which
the Leader of the Labour party proposes
to discuss is not a matter of Government
administra tion.
Mr. CAIN.--iIt is a matter of finance,
and the Committee is now considering
the Estimates. Surely I can discuss any
question of finance in this debate.
The CHAIRMAN.-I will hear what
the honorable member has to say and
determine the question when he is under
way.
Mr. CAIIN.--JI do not want to introduce any controversial question, but my
name was mentioned both by the Leader
of the Opposition and the Premier this
morning when referring to the cost-ofliving increases which it is proposed' to
add to parliamentary salaries. Therefore, I feel that I should, in justice to
myself and my colleagues, express my
views. It is true, as the Leader of the
Opposition said, that I discussed with
him the Ministers of the Crown
and Parliament-ary Salaries Bill. I
said to him that it was similar
to the Bill he had proposed to introduce last year, but that it did not go
so far. I raised the question of members' salaries and the effect on them of
the rising cost of 'living. It is true, as
the Leader of the Opposition has indicated, that he said to me that he thought
personally there was every justification
for consideration of the cost of living.
.r do not know anything about the
conversation between him and the Premier, but later I advised the Premier
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that I believed the Oppositi.on intended
t.o oppose the Bill. I said the Leader .of
the Opposition was in favour of some
c.ost-of-living adjustment, but [ did not
speak f.or his party. I expressed t.o the
Premier the views put to me by the
Leader of the Oppositi.on. What he
meant by "cost of living" I d.o not
know. He placed a different interpretation on it to-day. My interpretation
is that a tribunal appointed in 1948 by
the Government of which he was Premier, fixed salaries at £1,050 f.or metropolitan members and £1,150 f.or country
members. Since that date the cost .of
living has risen by £72 a year, based .on
the Fourth Schedule to the Public Service Act 1946.
·Mr. HOLLWAY.-You can state an
argument on that.
Mr. CAIN.-And a sound argument,
too. I base it .on the c.ost-.of.lliving
increases allowed t.o public servants. I
am not gOing to say here or anywhere
else that members of this Parliament
should be expected to accept salaries
which are declining in value all the time.
Surely if it is good business t.o apply
cost-.of-living increases to public servants'
salaries, it is equally good bus-iness t.o
apply them to parliamentary salaries.
In the circumstances I regret the conflict.
I said yesterday that if II was a member
.of the Opposition I would probably, for
political reasons, do what the Opposition
has done, but I kn.ow very well, and
everyone else knows, that members .of
the Opposition-I say this with great
respect t.o them-are not s.orry the Bill
has been .passed. There was n.ot very
much fight .on the Bill. There were .only
two speakers from the Opposition-the
honorable member for Malvern and the
honorable member for Brighton-and I
think the honorable member f.or Bright.on
was a bit out of .order.
Mr. RYLAH. - There were three
speakers fr.om the Oppositi.on.
Mr. CAIN.-On the clauses- in Com·
mittee there were more than three
speakers from the Opposition, but even
if there were three who spoke .on the
sec.ond-reading moti.on, that was .only
one more than tw.o.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-There were
very few sp~akers on the W.orkers' Compensation (Amendment) Bill.
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Mr. CAIN.-Members generally are
not so well informed as they might be
on the Workers' C.ompensation Act, and
few men in this Parliament are able
t.o talk intelligently about it. My friend,
the h.onorable member for Moonee P.onds,
has speciaHzed in it, and a few lawyers
.outside know the details of it. The legislation is difficult and complicated. That,
however, is not the issue for the moment.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The honorable member knows
that for the debate on the Workers' Compensation (Amendment) Bill the Government allowed the House until 1 p.m . .on
Wednesday and ;the discussion was
finished at ten minutes to eleven in the
morning.
Mr. CAIN.-It was a very good Bill,
well c.onceived and effectively presented.
There could not be much opposition to
it.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-Are you apologizing?
Mr. CAIN.-I am not making any
apology. I have never been accustomed
to making apologies, and I find very few
occasions for making them. So far as is
humanly possible, .I try not to make
statements for which I may have to
apologize. I make no apology for my
views on the subject of increasing Parliamentary salaries to meet the cost of
living. If the inflationary trend continues
I believe that members of the Opposition
will be praying for me as time goes on.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition).-I do not wish to pursue the line
adopted by the Leader of the Labour
party.
The CHAIRMAN.-The subject is
definitely not in order.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I do not want to
follow the honorable member at present,
but I may seek to do so at another stage.
Mr. RYLAH (Kew).-Would I be in
order at this stage, Mr. Chairman, in
discussing the parliamentary building?
The CHAIRMAN.-Only insofar as the
honorable member's remarks may relate
to the House Committee.
Mr. RYLAH.-In that event I think I
can go ahead. My experience in the
House is comparatively short, and I feel
that it may be regarded as presumption
on my part to discuss the parliamentary
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building at this stage. It seems to me,
and I am confirmed in my opinion by
visitors to the House, that although the
architecture and general construction of
the building make it a delightful place,
which is greatly admired by many people
who come here not only from Victoria,
but also from the other States of Australia and other countries of the world,
there are details needing attention. It
does seem to me that it is incongruous to
have an entrance-Queen's Hall-the
furnishings of which are not worthy of
the building.
The carpet on the floor of this Chamber
Is new, and is in good condition, .and the
carpet on the floor of the Council Chamber is in similar condi'tion, but that in
Queen's Hall is obviously worn. Instead
of being a rich red it is a pale, dirty pink,
and foot tracks are worn in it, particularly where members walk into and
out of the two legislative Chambers.
Generally, it gives a dingy appearance to
an otherwise beauUful hall. Around
the wall are pictures which have been
much admired. I notice that they have
been lent by the trustees of the National
Gallery. I do not know whether it has
been suggested in recent years that they
should be periodically replaced, but I
suggest that from time to time the trustees should be asked to exchange them
for others.
Mr. REID.-You do not favour futuristic pictures?
,Mr. RYLAH.-I strongly disagree with
that interjection.
I suggest that the
existing carpet should be replaced with
a new one of the same pa Hern, and that
the pictures on the walls should be exchanged for different ones. A further
matter relates to the facilities available
to the ordinary member of Parliament.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-A new carpet for Queen's Hall
is ,already here, and officers will lay it
when Parliament rises.
Mr. RYLAH.-I have already received
sa tisfaction in respect of one matter I
have rai'Sedand I am sure the Governmen't will pay careful attention to the
other. I now propose to refer to an even
more important question, relating to the
facilities 'available to the ordinary member for interviewing people in the precincts of the' House. I think I can say
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that a number of the unfortunate incidents which have taken place in this
House during the present session have
been due to the overhearing of conversations in the Idbbies. None of us, from
choice, desires to use a settee, a passage
in front of the House, or the corridor to
the refreshment rooms for interviewing
visitors, but the necessity is forced upon
us owing to the lack 'Of sui table rooms
for that purpose.
I think it is intensely undesirable that
a discussion, possibly between two members of a party on a matter of policy,
should be overheard by J. J. Brown or
some one else who happens to be in the
precincts of the House. I have not had
the pleasure of meeting J. J. Brown, but
it is possible that in his presence, or in
the presence of a person of a similar type,
I have discussed matters of great importance. I try to avoid discussions 'Of that
kind in the corridors but, due to the lack
of facilities, I am frequently unable to
do so.
I would not even try to discover what
happens in funny little nooks and crannies of this building. I have reason to
believe that a substantial portion of the
structure is used for storing documents
belonging to the Parliamentary Library.
Already a considerable part is taken up
by useless corners and unoccupied corridors. I would suggest that consideration be given to evolving an inexpensive
sub-divisional plan which would not involve the use of materi'als in short supply
or required f'Or housing purposes. I suggest that interview rooms could be provided in some of the corridors.
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dandenong).
-Some little time ago the Premier, in
answer to a question I asked, intimated
to the House his intention to give earnest
considera tion to correcting an anomaly
affecting the engineers employed in Parliament House. I understand that there
are only two and that they are not paid
overtime as are other employees-for
instance, the 'attendants-in this institution.
These engineers are " aUrounders" and are able to attend to lifts,
lighting, and even the sewerage system,
as has been proved, particularly in the
last day or two. It must be realized that
they are on duty for as long 'as the House
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sits, and it seems unfair that they are
not paid overtime. The principle of overtime payment has been well accepted by
every member of this House, irrespective
of his party, and I hope that the engineers concerned will have their case investigated with a view to their being
treated justly. Furthermore, I suggest
that any overtime payment granted
should be retrospeotive to the time when
the fellow employees of these engineers
first received this benefit.
Brigadier TOVELL
(Brighton).Although this division of the Estimates
involves a comparatively sm'all sum I
do not think it should be passed in a
perfunctory manner. It is due to the
gardeners employed in Parliament
House that this Assembly should acknowledge the work they do. Undoubtedly the
parliamentary gardens are beautiful;
they are scientifically treated so that
irrespective of the season of the yearspring, summer, autumn or winter-there
is always a fine display of flowers.
On the occasion of the Speaker's garden
party last week many of the visitors
were lavish in their praise of the
gardens. The House would be failing in
its duty if it failed to let the gardeners
know that their work is observed and
appreciated.
Mr. RANDLES (Brunswick) .-1 should
like to point out that the Government
Printing Office is sadly understaffed. I
understand that in one section three men
are endeavouring to do the work
formerly carried .out by fifteen. In the
circumstances, one is compelled to look
for the cause of the trouble. Some time
ago the Government Printer was able to
reduce expenditure by dispensing with a
great deal of overtime, although many
of the employees require overtime in
order to maintain their families in a
proper manner. Owing to the tendency
not to pay overtime many of the
employees of the Government Printing
Office have been attracted to outside
establishments. I understand that certain
Government printing work is now being
carried out by private establishments
and is actually being done by former
employees of the Government Printing
Office. If that is so, a penny wise and
pound foolish policy is being followed,
and I think the Government should take
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action to ensure that those Government
Printing Office employees who are willing to work overtime should be allowed
to do so. I understand that the cost of
the work that is given to private printing
establishments is approximately 33b per
cent. more than its cost when carried
out in the Government Printing Office
even when the overtime rates are paid.
'I should like to refer to the case of Mr.
William Olson, of West Brunswick, who
recently retired from the Government
Printing Office after 40 years of servic~
during which period he was never absent
through sickness, although I believe
that on one occasion he was unable
to aHend owing to some transport difficulty. If on retiring, this
employee had taken his sick leave he
would have been approximately 462 days
better off; in other words, he saved the
State to that extent. When he retired he
did not receive any thanks from the
Government although I realize that it
is not possible to convey thanks to every
one who retires from the Public
Service. Still, I think the Government
should take some action to show its
appreciation of the work Mr. Olson did
and, if possible, to make a small grant
to him. Actually he saved the State the
equivalent of about a year's salary by
not taking advantage of sick leave, and
I know that on many occasions he
practically forced himself to go to his
work when he should have been in bed.
Mr. Olson is a man of high principle
and it would be a happy gesture on the
part of the Government if a grant were
made to him.
Mr. FRASER (Grant).-In these
Estimates there is an amount of £1,231
against the office of the Parliamentary
Librarian. During my short experience
as a member of this House I have found
that official to be most efficient,
courteous and attentive to his duties. He
is in attendance every day and he never
fails to answer satisfactorily any question put to him by members. For any
one bearing the holy name of Fraser,
the sum of £1,231 seems too low. During
the past few days the salaries of others
who hold responsible positions in this
State have been increased and I suggest
that few have greater responsibilities
than has the Parliamentary Librarian.
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Possibly the Government will take the
view that this officer, among many
others, has been overlooked, and that the
appropriate time has arrived to consider
an adjustment of his remuneration.
I note that there ,is to be an increased
allocation t.o pr.ovide members with
postage stamps.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The Library
Committee recommended to the Treasurer that an increase should be made
in the sum allotted to cover postage
expenses of members in view of the
proposed increase in the price of postage
stamps.
Mr. FRASER.-l am pleased to hear
that explanation.
1 understand that
members are permitted to use their
allowance to meet the cost of telephone
calls. Country members suffer a disability -in this connection. A member
representing a metropolitan elect.orate is
able to contact any part of the area by
telephone, without trouble, whereas
country members must book calls
through local exchanges and pay additional charges. They should be given
an allowance to cover that expense.
Mr. LIND.-They should also be given
a priority in making calls.
Mr. FRASER.-It is a long established
practice to reimburse members for expendi ture incurred in the carrying out of
official duties, and 1 contend that they
should be reimbursed the cost .of official
telephone calls.
Mr. RYLAH (Kew).-During the
speech of the honorable member for
Grant, the Minister of Lands interjected
that priority should be given to telephone
calls made by country members. 1 appreciate that many country members are
inconvenienced through having to wait
for telephone connections to be made.
If they were granted priority 1 fear
that it would n.ot be long before country
constituents would be given a priority
also to contact members of Parliament.
That would bring back the situation that
existed during the war years when,
apparently, telephone priorities were held
by many persons. Even in cases of
extreme urgency a person wishing to
use the telephone could not get a call
through promptly unless he had a
priority. Officials at Canberra mon.opo-
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lized the lines for most of the time. A
subscriber is given priority with urgent
calls, and 1 strenuously .oppose the reintroduction of the inconvenient wartime priority system.
lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH
(Swan
Hill).-1 think country members of
Parliament should be assisted to pay
their telephone accounts as country
charges will be heavy in the future. A city
member can use a telephone at Parliament House, at the public expense. A
telephone call from Swan Hill to Mel·
bourne now costs 3s., and the charge for
a call in the reverse direction is 2s. 4d.
Mr. OLDHAM (Malvern) .-1 seek the
indulgence of members to permit me to
direct attention to a matter that may
appear to be irrelevant but it is closely
c.onnected wi th the suggestion tha t
country members should be granted a
priority with telephone calls. Recently,
when the Statute Law Revision Committee visited Adelaide to take evidence as to the procedure adopted by
the South Australian Titles Office, 1
discovered that there exists in this State
a relic of war-time priorities in the
Railway Department. The members of
the committee, of course, were members
of this Parliament, and the Victorian
Government owns the railways, but Commonwealth officers still have a priority
over train accommodation. A vigorous
protest had to be made before members
of the committee were able to be accommoda ted on the Adelaide express. It
was not a question of Commonwealth
officers requiring to use the accommodation on the night in question, but, apparently, a section is reserved in case Commonwealth officials wish t.o travel.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-That is true.
Mr. OLDHAM.-That system must
ineonvenience members of the public,
who have to pay to travel. I trust that
this matter will be reviewed.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY (Barwon).1 notice that increased pr.ovision is being
made to meet the cost of late sittings
of Parliament. Consideration should be
given to the wisdom of holding late
sirttings, not so much to resttict expenditure as to overcome the damage that such
sittings have done to this Parliamentary
institution. During the last two or three
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days, the press has recorded the proceedings in Parliament in a way that
must damage it in the eyes of the public.
Mr. WHITE (Mentone}.-They read
merely press opinions.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The press
has expressed my opinion.
Mr. WHITE (Mentone).-I do not think
much of the views expressed by the press.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-If the honorable member wishes to defend the folly
of late sittings, he has every right to do
so. However, if he travels around he
will learn that people are speaking of
this institution in contemptuous terms.
Mr. WHITE (Mentone).-They are repeating what they have read in the
press.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The press
has recorded the fact that this House has
just sat continuously for 36 hours.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-The press gives a
distorted view of parliamentary proceedings.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I agree, but
we are the prime movers in the action
that has given rise to press comments
that have brought this institution into
contempt. Members should face the
facts. Justice cannot be done to the laws
that members are asked to frame when
they are mentally exhausted as the outcome of late sittings.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-How could one persuade Governments to avoid late sittings?
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-As members
know, late sittings frequently are the
outcome of clashes across the table,
leading to lack of propriety and wisdom
in the conduct of our business. Let us
consider what has happened in the course
of this week, and what is likely to occur
from now on until the end of the session.
What justification is there for late sittings this week, seeing that there are
three weeks between now and Christmas
in which we could deal with the business
of the House in a just manner? Would
it not have been better to have allowed
members to recuperate by enjoying a
restful sleep? Then they would have
been able to give adequate consideration
to the important Bills that have been
brought down. That is the point I
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emphasize. I know I would be ruled out
of order by you, Mr. Chairman, if I
contended that the Government is acting
as it is in order to escape criticism of its
maladministration and its failure to deal
properly with industrial outbreaks. It
wants to go into recess as soon as it can.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-Work piles up at the
end of each session.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-That is due
to the way in which the Government has
evaded its responsibility. It has deliberately allowed business to fall into arrears
so that the money which has been provided will be spent on all-night sittings.
For months, the House has met on Tuesday and Wednesday, but not on Thursday. On many occasions the Government
has had to struggle to keep members
employed, and on occasions we have left
Parliament House at 9 p.m. Then,
instead of meeting at 2 p.m., the House
has met at 4 p.m.
.
Mr. LIND.-The legislative performance
of the Government during this session
will satisfy the public.
Mr. HAYEs.-The same thing happens
every session.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The Minister
of Lands has used the word "performance." That is a correct term, and the
Government is rivalled only by its competitor across Prince's Bridge. I should
like to know why the Government has
bracketed in one item of the division
under discussion late sittings of Parliament, funerals and memorials. It is
perfectly logical to assume that funerals
are the consequence of all-night sittings,
and memorials the result of funerals.
The effect of an all-night sitting has
a greater impact on some members than
others. After about 2 a.m. the Minister
of Lands reveals the effects of a late
sitting-as a matter of f.act, one fears
for his health and approaches the party
Whip and asks the state of the party
wreath fund which we use to send our
visible condolences to the relatives of
members on the Government side who
fall -in the course of duty. I voice my
protest against the folly of .late sittings,
which do nO't do justice to Parliament.
They harm this institution, they are not
fair to the people, and assist the prosperity of lawyers who have to disentangle
legislation hastily passed by Parliament.
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In his a'cceptance of late sittings the
honorable member for Melbourne consoles himself in a stoical fashion by saying that they are of long standing. That
does not justify a wrong. My complaint
of the moment it that by not sitting for
an extra week and by sitting all night,
doing injustice to legislation and making
necessary great expense on all night
sittings, funerals and memorials, the
Government has done damage to Parliament and to the State.
Mr. MU~TON (Coburg).-In my
opinion there is a good deal of merit in
the submissions of the honorable member
for Barwon. Some years ago I raised
the question of whether it would be
possible for the House to sit uniform
hours, but my suggestion was sneered at.
I am not blaming this Government any
more .than past Administration:; for
permitting late sittings of Parliament,
but I believe that we should now
endeavour to correct a wrong. It is not
proper that we - should ask the officers
and employees of Parliament, particularly my Hansard friends, to work long
and laborious hours as ,a result of which
they may suffer a breakdown in health.
In my opinion, that is not within the
spirit of the Labour movement and next
time members of the Labour party
realize that there may be a long sitting
of Parliament of perhaps 30 to 40 hours
I hope they will remember that it is
against their policy.
The position could be remedied by
Parliament sitting uniform hours. Surely
if a start was made at 11 a.m. we could
call it a day at midnight. We could
then go home and after having a night's
rest return to conduct the affairs of
ParIiament at 11 a.m. the next day.
Further, if Parliament sat uniform hours
members could make arrangements to
attend meetings and keep engagements,
but in the present circumstances that
is not possible. I should like to give a
typical example of what occurs. Last
Tuesday night I was informed that the
House would adjourn at midnight and
that the sitting on Wednesday would
commence at 11 a.m. As a result, with a
desire not to involve the Government in
any expenditure for my transport, I
made arrangements to go home with a

Estimates.

friend at 11.50 p.m. To my astonishment the next morning I heard over the
wireless that the House was still sitting.
I then returned to Parliament House as
speedily as possible. If I had been told
on the Tuesday that there was likely to
be an all night sitting I would have
remained with the happy throng.
I would say that the comments made
by the press on late sittings are perfectly true, but, in my opinion, the
position should be outlined more clearly
to inform the people of what goes on. I
do not blame this Government for what
is being done because I know that during the period of nearly ten years I
have been a member late sittings have
been the rule at this time of the year.
There is no law that the House must
rise on the 30th of November, and as
legislators we should be prepared to sit
a little longer in order to discuss the
measures -brought before the House. I
have been told that I work only when
Parliament is sitting. However, I contend that during that time I am resting because I do far more work during
the recess.
I do not agree with some of the
episodes that occur in Parliament. , I
have seen as few as eight members in
the Chamber, and if one calls for a
quorum one is not popular. I am not
levelling any charge agamst this Government because I have seen similar happenings in the past. However, in 1951 we
should endeavour to correct the position
and in no circumstances should the
House sit after midnight. If that were
the position every member would know
where he stood and he could make
arrangements accordingly.
I believe
there was a good deal of merit in the
arguments advanced by the honorable
member for Barwon, and I hope that in
11951 there wiltl be a much hetter parliamentary spirit than has obtained in the
past.
Mr. TURNBULL (Korong).-I wish
to support the remarks of the honorable
member for Barwon and the honorable
member for Coburg on late sittings of
the House.
Reference has been made
on the strain on Hansard staff. I agree
that they have had a gruelling time, but I
believe the Clerks suffer more than any
others as the result of a late sitting.
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Members are able to move about Parliament House and sometimes obtain a
little rest, but the Clerks have to remain
in the Chamber and bear the brunt of the
whole proceedings without obtaining any
relief.
I wish to comment on the item covering the cost of air travel by Ministers,
members of P,arliament, and O'ther approved persons. A number of members
have the privilege of travelling to Melbourne and returning to their home
towns by plane, which I think is a
splendid service and must be appreciated
by all concerned. By means of air travel
it is possible for a member to leave home
on a Tuesday morning and arrive in Melbourne in time to attend the afternoon
sitting of Parliament. However, many
country districts are not served by an
air service, and to arrive in Melbourne
in time for the sitting on Tuesday if
public transport is used some members must leave their homes on the
Monday. As a consequence some members prefer to use their own cars in
order that they may leave home on the
Tuesday morning and arrive in Melbourne in time for the commencement
of the sitting. If it is proper, and I believe it is, for members to travel by air
it should also be proper to remunerate
those members who use their own cars to
journey to Melbourne to attend sittings
of Parliament.

The sitting was suspended at 12.59
p.m. until 2.40 p.m.

Mr. RYLAH (Kew).-Prior to the suspension of the sitting, the honorable
member for Barwon and the honorable
member for Coburg expressed thoughts
similar to those which I have regarding
the adoption of a definite routine in connection with the proceedings in this Parliament. I know that my view will be
supported by many other members. If
this Parliamentary institution, in which
we all believe, is to survive, something
must be done to avoid a repetition of
the unfortunate incidents which occur
from time to time in this House. It can
be fairly said that most of those incidents occur when tempers are frayed
through members being tired, and when
agreements and undertakings as to the
order of business are not honoured.
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I consider that this institution is many
years behind the times. In the British
Parliament, on which this institution is
modelled, definite agreements are come
to, not by way of casual undertakings
or suggestions between the Leaders of
the' various parties, but by definite
arrangements under which specified
times are allotted for the debates un the
various Bills or other matters to be
dealt with. I understand that some of
our Clerks have studied the subjects
carefully and are in a position to supply expert information as to the procedure in other Parliaments. If the
leaders of the parties knew that a certain Bill would be called on at a certain
stage, and that a specified time would
be allotted for its discussion, the period
available for debate could be easily
divided between the parties. The individual parties would have to organize
their speakers in such a way as to make
the best use of the time available. If
a system of that kind were adopted, the
so-called stonewalling would not take
place, and proper debates would be held
when matters of national importance
were being dealt with.
Mr. HAYEs.-What about the liberty of
the subject?
Mr. RYLAH.-I should think that
under an arrangement such as that
which I have suggested, individual members would have greater liberty than
they have at present under the existing
system. I could quote an interesting example of how the existing arrangement
operates.
Yesterday, a debate took
place in this Chamber on the Workers'
Compensation (Amendment) Bill and it
was conducted on a high plane. Three
members on each side of the House had
spoken and then the honorable member
for Essendon, on the Government side,
who had been very anxious to contribute
to the debate, after having taken out
copious notes on the subject, stood up to
speak, but he had uttered only about
four sentences when the time allotted
for the debate expired. That is a ridiculous ·position. The honorable member
for Essendon represents 20,000 or 30,000
citizens who expect him to express their
views, apart from his own views, in
this House on the very important subject of workers' compensation.
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However, the guillotine which presumably was applied to stifle the Opposition, successfully prevented a loyal
Government supporter from speaking. I
seriously suggest tha t the time has
arrived when an investigation of our
methods of procedure should be made.
If such an inquiry were held, the Governmen t might find that the British system
would not be suitable to the forms and
precedents of this House, but 1 do not
,know why it should not be suitable. 1
strongly support the remarks of the honorable member for Coburg regarding the
inconvenience caused by the uncertainty
regarding the time when a particular
Bill will be debated. That inconvenience
is suffered not only by members, but
also by the public who occasionally desire to come to this House to hear deba tes. 1 had an experience of a similar
kind during the present session.
I had ascertained when a certain Bill
was likely to be dealt with. 1 rang up
interested parties and told them that if
they could attend the House within half
an hour they would probably hear the
debate. They attended this House, but
they were disappointed as, on' account
of precedence being given to a more
urgent matter, or for some other reason,
the debate was not held. Usually, the
reason for the alteration in the order of
items on the Notice Paper is obscure to
members on the back benches. Again,
the debate on a particular measure might
sometimes continue for two or three
hours longer than it was expected the
discussion would last, and for that reason
also it is impossible to anticipate when
the next item on the Notice Paper will
be dealt with.
It appears to me that 65 reasonable
men ought to be able to evolve a system
which will ensure that the sittings of
Parliament will be orderly. Parliament
meets night after night and continues
in session until, perhaps, 5 o'clock in
the morning for no apparent reason.
That difficulty should be overcome. I
commend my suggestion to the Government. I recommend that an investigation be made into procedure and that
the Clerks be consulted. Probably they
bear the greatest burden of the long sittings, because they have to remain at
Mr. RyZah.
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their desks and "take it" throughout
the whole period of the debate. I suggest that their opinions would be valuable as to how the system followed in
the House of Commons is working. It
might be found on investigation that a
similar system could with great advantage be adopted by this House.
Mr. REID (Box Hill) .-1 wish to refer generally to the administration of the
Premier's Department.
The fact is
recognized that the Premier, as senior
member of the Cabinet, has, in effect,
the duty of co-ordinating the activities
of all the other Departments. '1 direct
attention to a subject which actually
relates to administration in three
different Departments. In this House
previously 1 have referred to the cases
of unfortunate people who are at present
confined in Pentridge gaol because, in a
regrettable state of' mental instability,
they have committed an offence. As the
Premier has control indirectly over all
Departments and has the duty of coordinating the activities of the various
Departments, 1 direct his attention to
this matter with a view to his correcting
this unfortunate anomaly.
A person, acting under the influence of
some mental instability, has committed
an offence and is subsequently brought
before the court. On the evidence given,
the accused is found not guilty on the
ground of insanity. Pending the decision
of the Governor in Council on what is to
be done with that person, the trial Judge
must send him to some place of detention, where he must remain pending the
announcement of the Governor's pleasure. Recently, in answer to a question
I asked the Chief Secretary, 1 was told
that there are at present ten of these
unfortuna te people in penal establishments in Victoria, including one man
who has been there for nearly ten years.
He was found not guilty of a crime on
the ground of insanity; he was ordered
to be detained in Pentridge during the
Governor's pleasure, and he has remained
there for nearly ten years.
I am aware that the Premier is considering the subject, but it relates to a
general qUestion, and unfortunately it
touches on the administration of three
different public Departments. Under the
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established practice, the AttorneyGeneral must determine whether a
sentence should be remitted; the Chief
Secretary must supervise the penal
establishments, and the Minister of
Health has under his control the various
State mental institutions. He also controls the activities of the Director of
Mental Hygiene, who is charged with the
duty of determining what treatment
should be given to mental patients. When
the Attorney-General was asked a question on this subject, he referred it to the
Chief Secretary for answer, because that
Minister had control of the records 'of
people detained in penal establishments.
I now direct the attention of the Premier
to this blot on our social system and,
during the recess, I suggest that there
would be no more important subject to
which Cabinet could give its attention.
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the sworn evidence of specialists at the
trial that she had a most unfortunate
history from a psychiatric point of view.
The Chief Secretary, in answer to the
question I asked, disclosed that a man
similarly committed has been detained
in Pentridge for nearly ten years. The
jury at his trial found him not guilty of
the crime charged because he was insane
at the time of the commission of the
offence. I ask the Premier to consider
two specific matters in this connectionfirst, the adoption of better practices in
dealing with these unfortuna te people
when they are proceeded against and,
secondly, the provision of a proper place
for their detention while they are awaiting trial and after their cases have been
dealt with. In addition, I suggest that
there is a need for a periodical review
of such cases, with a view to determining
whether or not the person held in
It is necessary to provide some satiscustody
should be discharged or should
factory means of dealing with these
unfortunate people. The archaic legisla- be submitted to appropriate psychiatric
tion relating to these matters dates treatment. It seems logical that, if these
back to the time of George III., when people have recovered their sanity, there
transportation-a great blot on the is no point in keeping them in gaol.
It is unbelievable that this anomalous
history of the Empire-was in force.
I suggest that consideration of the position should be permitted to continue
subject should be approached along in a British community. In cases where
these lines: Better provision should be persons have been committed to a
made for dealing with these unfortunate penal establishment after a verdict of
people after the court has made its not guilty on the ground of insanity has
decision. When the accused is committed been returned, doctors in the various
to the custody of the Penal Depart- penal establishments pass judgment on
ment during the Governor's pleasure a them at a later stage. If they are then
periodical .review of the case should be found to be sane, why should not they
made. Often many of these people have be released, instead of being detained inno family ties, no relatives or anyone definitely in a penal establishment?
We, as representatives of the people,
interested in their welfare.
I have previously mentioned the case have placed upon us a definite onus to
of an unfortunate woman who has ensure that those suffering from certain
been detained in Pentridge for five disabilities are properly looked after in
months. Although when the crime was State institutions.
Mr. GUYE.-Do such prisoners receive
committed she was obviously suffering
.
from some form of mental instability for any special treatment?
which she had been receiving treatment
Mr. REID.-To the best of my knowover a number of years, while she was ledge, they do not receive any special
awaiting trial, and since she has been treatment. They are treated as ordinary
committed to Pentridge, the gaol doctors prisoners. I am sure the honorable
have found that she is no longer insane. member for Coburg will confirm my
At the trial the doctors gave evidence view that the conditions that exist in our
that at the time of the commission of gaols are such that members of this
the crime she was insane, and she was Parliamentary institution cannot boast
found not guilty on the ground of in- about them. Some persons who possess
sanity. She is now sane, but she must an unfortunate mental history are being
remain at Pentridge indefinitely despite detained in our goals indefinitely. No
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definite respo.ll'sibility appears to rest
upon any official to have a periodical
review made of such cases. That is the
least that should be done, because many
of those persons have no relatives to
interest themselves in their welfare.
Surely it is the duty of Parliament to
interest itself in the problems of the
suffering members of this community.
r bring this matter before the notice of
the Premier in the hope that he will
endeavour to co-ordinate the activities
of his Ministerial colleagues and bring
about a better state of affairs.

reminiscent and cast our thoughts back
to the teachings we received in our childhood. Later we learned to appreciate
the value of the teachings of the church.
I am sure there is not one honorable
member who would not agree that everything that is worth while in life is based
on the teaching we received in our homes
and in the church during our youth. We
cannot be unmindful of the fact that the
world to-day is in a very distressed
condition. Without the firm foundation
of Christian teaching, humanity cannot
survive.

Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-J give to the honorable member
for Box Hill the assurance which he
seeks. By his capable representations he
has brought under notice conditions
which should not exist in a British community. The matter will be thoroughly
investigated. I commend the honorable
member for Box Hill for his sincerity.

The purpose of the Bill is to enable
religious instruction toO be given in State
schools during school hours. Section 21
of the Education Act provides that
II secular
instruction only shall be
given" but that State school buildings
may be used for any purpose on days
and at hours other than those used for
secular instruction. In March, 1948,
following discussions between a former
Minister of Public Instruction, as he
then was, Oolonel Kent Hughes, M.L.A.,
and the Director of the Council of
Christian Education in Schools, the
M'inister wrote to the council asking if
there was any possibility of it and the
Catholic educatioOn authorities reaching
an agreement on the con tent and method
of religious instruction in schools. At
about the same time the Council of
Public Education recommended to the
Minister that the II secular" limitation
should be deleted from the Education
Act.

Mr. REID (Box Hill) .-J appreciate
the assurance given by the Premier that
the interests of those unfortunate
persons will be investigated.

Progress was reported.
LOCAl. GOVERNMENT (SHIRE
BRAYBROOK) BILL.
This Bill was received from
Council and, on the motion of
HYLAND (Minister of Transport),
read a first time.

OF
the
Mr.
was

EDUCATION (RELIGIOUS
INSTRUCTION) BILL.
This Bill was received from the
Council and, on the motion of Mr. LIND
(Minister of Lands), was read a first
time.
Mr. LIND
I move--

(Minister of Lands).-

That this Bill be now read a second time.

It is my privilege to introduce in this

House this Bill which has been passed by
the Legislative Council. I present the
Bill with a real feeling of humility. Like
other honorable members, I am conscious
of the fact that although individually we
have our own religious beliefs we respect
those of others. On occasions such as
this, we are apt to become a little

The Council of Christian Education
in Schools is now in a position to state
that agreement on certain points has
been reached between the various sections of the Christian church, and, with
the full agreement of the Director of
Catholic Education, considers that religious education should be given in schools
during normal school hours. The instruction will be given by clergy or
visiting laymen as at present. It will
then be possible for a smaller number
of instructors to be used, for each would
be able to spend more than the half
hour in tile schools and to take successive lessons with different classes. This
involves an amendment of section 21 of
the Education Act.
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In commending the Bill to the House
I should like to emphasize that the
present practice of confining religious
instruction to the first or last half hour
before or after the morning or afternoon
session in schools is not completely satisfactory. It is difficult to obtain a large
number of instructors when only the
one half-hour period is provided for the
whole school each week. If all children
are to receive religious instruction, a
number of instructors approximately
equal to the number of teachers in the
service will be required under the
present system. It is obvious that if the
one instructor could take six or eight
classes during the day the number of
instructors could be reduced and one
would naturally expect that on the
whole better religious instruction would
be given. What is proposed under
the Bill is already in practice in each
of the other Australian States, where
it is possible for religious instruction to
be given at any time during the day
agreed upon by the visiting instructor
and the head teacher. I have in my
possession copies of the conditions laid
down for religious instruction in schools
in other States, and I shall make them
available to any honorable member who
desires to study them.
I shall now outline the clauses of the
Bill. Clause 1 sets f.orth the title and
citation. Sub-clause (1) of clause 2 contains the proposed new section 21.
Honorable members will note that subsection (1) of the proposed new section
does not contain the provision that four
hours 'at least shall be set apart each
day for secular instruction alone. This
will enable religious instruction to be
given at any time during the day consistent with the satisfactory organization of the school. At present religious
instruction can be given only before
or after the first or last half hour of the
morning or afternoon session. Proposed
new sub-'section (2) is self-explanatory.
At present there is no specific provision
in the Act for the giving of religious
instruction during school hours. Paragraph (a) of new sub-section (3) is
provided as a safeguard that any person
wishing to give religious instruction in
schools must be acceptable to his or her
religious body and to the Minister.
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Under the provisions of paragraph
(b) of new SUb-section (3) it will be

possible to provide on the school timetable for religious education for different
classes throughout the school day and
thus make full use of the most suitable
instructors. For this to be done, however, the normal class organization of
the school must be the basis on which
groups are taught by visiting instructors.
It will not be practicable nor desirable
to dra w children of one particular
denomination from different classes to
form a group for a particular instructor.
Paragraph (c) ensures that the wishes of
parents who do not desire their children
to attend religious instruction classes
will be respected. This merely retains
in the Act a provision already included
in the regulations of the Department.
New sub-section (4) merely reaffirms
a provision in the present Act. The religious bodies concerned have been unable to reach agreement that teachers
should be permitted to give religious instruction in schools. Proposed new subsection (5) is similar to the corresponding
provision in the present Act. The amendment proposed in sub-clause (2) of clause
2 will enable the Governor in Council to
make regulations relating to religious
instruction in State schools. I feel that
all members have a full appreciation of
what the Bill means, and I am prepared
to leave the question of its passage to
their good judgment. I commend the Bill
to the House and hope that it will receive
a speedy passage.
Brigadier TOVELL
(Brighton).Normally the Opposition would ask for
the customary adjournment to study this
measure, but in this particular case that
is not desired. Possibly the majority
of members of the House, as well as a
large number of people throughout Victoria, are conversant with what has
happened up to date and they. must be
happy to know that at long last this measure has been presented to the Victorian
Parliament with more than a reasonable
chance of success. In my opinion the
.question of providing religious instruction in schools is important. Personally,
I am sorry that this matter has had to
be brought forward because I consider
that normally religious instruction of any
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kind should be given in the home
where there is an intimate relationship between parents and the child.
Instruction should not be given only
in regard to the scriptures and in
the form of religion which we observe
but in regard to our ordinary daily lives,
the relationship between child and
parents, between brother and sister,
between individual and neighbor, and
between one citizen and others. All
that instruction can be ~iven so much
better in the intimate atmosphere of the
home. However, our social development
is such that religion is not being imparted
in the places where it should be; consequently the State as such has to see
that children do not grow up without the
necessary education in religion.
Next to the home, of course, the church
is the proper place for the imparting of
religious instruction. Every church has
its Sunday school and its religious observances on the Sabbath, and in school and
church a child can learn a great deal.
However, as I said, for some reason or
another that is not being done in many
cases and it is now necessaryas it has been for a long timefor the State to take a hand. Schools,
which are set up to educate our
young children, provide a suitable ground
for the imparting of the rudiments of
religion. . This question has been considered by Parliament on many occasions
over a number of years. The Educaiion
Act was passed more than 70 years ago,
and in the meantime many attempts have
been made to have a measure similar
to that now before the House passed into
law. However, in the past all efforts
have proved fruitless, largely because of
the divergence of views of the various
religious sects.
Yesterday after the Bill had been introduced and I had received a copy of it I
delved into the past and studied the
Hansard record of 1913 to ascertain what
was done in that year. A Bill was introduced in 1913 to provide for a referendum
to see whether the people desired instruction in the Scriptures to be given in
schools. The debate continued for a long
time, but the Bill was not passed. Subsequen t efforts to pass similar legislation
have been without success. Yesterday
~'I"igadier

Tovell.
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this House passed a Bill relating to
workers' compensation, and in my research into Hansard I found that about
the same date in 1913 when the
referendum Bill was introduced the
original Workers' Compensation Bill was
brought in. It was then proposed that,
as a man was earning the magnificent
sum of £3 a week, he was entitled to receive £1 a week for incapacity. We can
smile at that now. When that proposal
was challenged in the House the Government of the day proclaimed, " £1 a week
is the maximum." That shows how
different conditions now are socially, as
compared with what they were then.
Now we have a Bill which is, I think,
acceptable to most people. After the
1913 effort, and particularly during the
last decade, every Minister of Education
has used his best endeavours to have a
Bill something like the present one
brought forward, and in each instance
failure has been caused by differences
between the religious sects. The Leader
of the Opposition, during the period when
he was Minister of Education, made
strenuous efforts to the same end, and
his successor, Mr. Frank Field, also tried.
When Colonel Kent Hughes was Minister
he took the bull by the horns and wrote
an excellent letter to the people who were
floundering in trying to reach an agreement. I think the present successful
culmina tion of the negotiations can be
largely traced to that letter.
When I became Minister of Education
with great interest the efforts
of the Council for Christian Education
in Schools, and of Father Conquest,
Director of the Catholic Education Office,
to come to an agreement. When I first
looked into the matter, I found that there
was a wide schism between the two
extremes, and it was gratifying to me to
see that they gradually came together.
The Bill is the culmination of those
efforts, and it is the result of a commonsense, broad-minded approach to a ma.tter
which must necessarily present many
difficulties. It is a short Bill, but in effect
it is important. One of the objections
which have been raised in this House,
and have been expressed to me outside, is
that it eliminates from the Education
Act the word" secular." Actually it is
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not removing that word, but is taking
it from its context in the original Act and
placing it in another part of the Act.
In the reports I read yesterday of debates in this House on the teaching of
scripture in schools, I found a passage
in which a former member for Fitzroy
asked the Minister of Education what
was the meaning of "unsectarian." The
question was asked because at that time
the wording of the proposed referendum
used the phrase " unsectarian teaching in
schools." To show that members of Parliament have not altered much, I may
point out that the Minister responded
that in any case the interjection was disorderly, but he would accept it.
He
added that he had anticipated, knowing
the usual silly questions asked by the
member f.or Fitzroy, that he would ask
that one, and he had prepared the answer.
The answer was that the meaning of " unsectarian" was "non-sectarian."
Mr. CAIN.-Surely you are not describing the late Jack Billson as a foolish
man.
Brigadier TOVELL.-I am merely
reading from Hansard.
Mr. CAlN.-Jack Billson was more intelligent than many other people.
Brigadier TOVELL.-The Leader of
the Labour party is very touchy to-day.
"Mr. CAlN.-I am, when you talk about
Jack Billson being a fool.
Brigadier TOVELL.-Let it go! I am
not attacking anyone. I merely quoted
Hansard and introduced that aspect as a
means of defining" secular." It is a word
not understood by everyone. Objection
has been taken because, it is said, it is
proposed to eliminate the word from the
Act. I have consulted the Shorter Oxford
English Diction.ary where" secular" is
defined asThe II world," especially in opposition to
the II church;" of or pertaining to the world;
of clergy, living in the world and not subject
to religious rule; belonging to the world and
its affairs, as distinct from the church and
religion; civil, lay, temporal.

In the New English Dictionary I found
this defini tionOf or pertaining to the world; of clergy,
living in the world as opposed to monastic
seclusion.
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So the word " secular" is not a simple
one. The Bill proposes to make only two
amendments. One is in section 21 of the
principal Act, which reads inter alia(1) In every State school secular instruction only shall be given.
(2) No teacher shall give any instruction
other than secular in any State school building.
If members will read the Bill, they

will find the word "secular" has been
re-inserted in a different form. Subsection (3) of section 21 of the Act
provides that in every State school not
being a training school and so on " four
hours shall be set apart during each
school day for secular instruction alone."
Clause 2 of the Bill re-enacts that
provision with a modification.
The
effect is that when the Bill becomes
law, religious instruction may be
given in every school as part of
the ordinary curriculum, and not
merely in a haphazard way during the
first half hour or the last half hour of
the day. In practice the head teacher
may decide that for grade 1 religious
instruction shall be given in the first
period, in grade 2 during the second
period, and so on progressively. In that
way religious instruction will be given
scientifically throughout the day.
Mr. HAYEs.-Wbat will happen if there
are no religious instructors?
Brigadier TOVELL.-':There will be no
religious instruction. It is hoped that
the Council for Christian Education in
Schools and the authorities of the
Catholic Church will set to work to
train teachers so that throughout the
State there will be in due course an
ample supply. We know that at the
outset there will be a shortage, but
when the Bill is passed and the churches
are given something to chew they will
take the matter up vigorously. "The
necessary teachers will be made available, if not immediately, at least not
in the very far distant future. The
churches have been waiting for legislation such as this in order to start
training teachers. Many of the people
who are giving their time freely and
gratuitously to teach religion in the
schools are not qualified to teach. It is
hoped to build up an army of teachers
fully qualified to impart the instruction.
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The amendment moved in another place
related to paragraph (b) of sub-section
(3) of proposed section 21 of the
principal Act which reads-

I see in the gallery the Very Reverend
H. T. Langley. I congratulate 'him on
the tremendous energy and the large
amount of work he has put into this
achievement, and I hope he will convey
to his colleagues on the Council Jor
Christian Education in Schools, the admiration of myself and, I think I may
add, of the majority of members of this
House for their work, which has culminated in a Bill Which will probably
become an Act before the day is out.

Such religious instruction shall be given
on the basis of the normal class organization of the school

The amendment is to add after the
word "school," the words "except in
any school where the Minister having
regard to the particular circumstances
of such schuol authorizes some other
basis to be observed." That is a simple
amendment to provide for schools
throughout the State wherever the circumstances are different from those
applicable to the majority of schools.
The Minister will have poweI, having
regard to the circumstances 01 a particular school, to make certain modifications so that the purpose of the legislation may be carried into effect. If the
amendment had not been made many
schools would have been precluded from
the privileges provided in the Bill.

Mr. CAIN (Northcote) .-At the outset I think it can safely be said that
not only Opposition members, but also
other members of this House consider
that they should have be'en allowed
some time in which to examine the
possible effects of the measure now
before us.
The problem is ageold and is one in respect of which
the Labour movement has at all
times taken a definite attitude. On
looking at the records of the investigations into education during the last
century I find that in 1867 a Royal
Commission was appointed to inquire
into and report upon the operation of
the system of public education in Victoria and that, incidentally, the question
of religious instruction was reviewed.
In earlier days there was no such system
of education as is .operated at present.
There was a Board of Education which
supervised schools to some extent and
there was a number of denominational
schools. Large numbers of children
were not receiving any education at all
and people on stations in the country
were paying in some cases up to £15
per year for the education of children.

I wish to add how grateful the Government of the State should be to members of the Council for Christian Education in Schools and to Father Conquest,
Director of the Catholic Education Office,
for the time. thought, and energy they
have devoted to this problem. I can
assure honorable members, from my
personal observation, that these gentlemen have sincerely tackled what was
a difficult problem, and I feel that they
have come to a decision which is well
worthy of the Christian religion and the
churches of the State, a decision which
cannot have any other effect than to
benefit the children. I trust that from
religious instruction in the schools there
will grow up something greater, something which the children will carry to
their homes and throughout the community.
I trust, also, that parents will be
stimulated by the fact that their children
are receiving religious instructi.on at
school, and I hope that they will ensure
. that what is taught is carried out in
their daily lives. I hope, tou, that
parents will supplement the instruction
. so .that much of the vandalism, child
delinquency, and so forth, afflicting the
community to-day will be eliminated.
Brigadier Tovell.
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The Royal Commission made certain
recommendations that were not adopted
by the Parliament of the time.
The repont was signed by George
Higinbotham, Alexander Fraser, C. J.
Jenner, George Harker, A. Love,
junior, Charles Hyte, Robert Williams
Pohlman, J. E. Br.omby, Alex Morrison,
J. Corrigan, and George Rolfe. The four
last mentioned were members of the
Melbourne City Council and the others
were members of the Victorian Parliament. They recommended, (1) an enactment of the law making the instruction
of children compUlsory upon parents;
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(2) the appointment. of a Minister of
Public Instruction responsible to Parliament with a general superintendence
over the direction of education in Victoria; and (3) "the establishment of
public schools from which sectarian
teaching shall be excluded by express
legislative enactment and in which
religious teaching shall be in like manner
sanctioned and encouraged." Owing to
that third point' the recommendati'Ons
were rejected by Parliament.
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being given in the sGhools in the first and
last hours of the day should be given at
any time during the day.. It is pr'Oposed that a syllabus should be drawn up
and that the type 'Of instruction specified
and the instructors themselves must be
appr'Oved by the Department and the
Minister. The position, especially at
largely attended schools in the metrop'Olitan and country districts will be that
instead of religious instruction being
given to a whole group of children
during the prevailing restricted hours it
Later there was introduced a Bill which will be given in the normal classes during
included the existing pr'OVision relaiting ordinary study periods.
to free secular and compulsory education,
It will be reaJized, therefore, tha t
and that provision has stood the test of this Bill does not alter the existing protime. In the interim of 80 years no visions beyond making the method of
Government prior to the present one instruction more simple, and more conattempted to interfere with the free. venient for those who give it. In respect
secular and compulsory provisions of of the smaller schools an amendment was
the Education Act. The party on whose 'made in paragraph (b) of sub-section
behalf I speak have jeal'Ously guarded (3) of proposed new section 21, when
that provision from interference by one it was under consideration in the Council,
section of the community or another. t'O provide that the religious instruction
It is true that in the early history of
shall be given on the basis of the normal
this State special efforts were made to class organization of the schoolinterfere but the Labour party always
in any schools where the Minister,
took the view that the duty and the except
having regard to the particular circumobligation in respect of religious in- stances of such schools, authorizes some
struction in the community were matters other basis to be observed.
for the family and the church concerned. That amendment has been inserted
That has been the accepted principle of deliberately, to meet the situation in
the Labour party since it was first small SCh'OOls in small country districts
formed. It is not unnatural that many and it has been made at the request
of my party colleagues c'Onsider that of some 'Of my party c'Olleagues who conany interference now with the free, sidered that the system could not be run
secular, and compulsory provision on the class basis. The amendment will
would be contrary to the attitude the enable the Minister at his discretion to
party has adopted over the years. Con- vary the basis of class organization for
sequently, they take the view that there the purpose.
must be n'O such interference. They are
In all the circumstances recognition
entitled to hold that opini'On.
must be given to the rights of the people
I do not agree with the honorable in the community to regard religious inmember for Brighton that by means of struction as sacrosanct, in the form
this measure the curriculum under the of the provision tha t has been in
statute for
80 years. The
Education Act will be altered. This Bill the
merely provides for a greater measure of Labour party has never deviated
convenience and a greater ease of opera- from the principle involved, despite prestion of a system that has been adhered sure from time to time. I do not agree
to in Victoria for many years. The Bill with the honorable member for Brighton
does not remove the word " secular" and that the State is now assuming the rewill not add anything to the curriculum. sponsibility of religious education. I do
This action is being taken at the request not want to see a State church. This
of the c'Ombined churches in Victoria Bill will merely afford a greater conafter a long struggle. It is now thought venience to those who give religious inthat religious instruction instead of struction in schools. By this proposal
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an opportunity is being given them to
instruct children in religious matters at
the only place where they congregate
under the State education system.
The children will receive religious
instruction from qualified persons
on a basis approved by the Minister and
the Education Department. Apparently
there is some difference between the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition and
his colleagues on the question.
,Mr. OLDHAM.-N o. I merely asked
for an adjournment of the debate.
Mr. CAIN.-All honorable members
would have liked a little while in which
to examine the possible effects of this
measure but time does not permit of it.
It is one thing to be informed of the
nature of the proposal and another to
determine what repercussions, if any, it
is likely to have when put into effect.
Although we should have liked to look
into the question more fully, unfortunately time does not permit. When considering the attitude adopted by the
Opposi tion towards this measure I am
glad to realize that whatever were the
shortcomings of the Government yesterday in relation to the Workers' Compensation (Amendment) Bill and other measures, it apparently possesses some virtues to-day. In the eyes of the Opposition the Government was yesterday
doing everything that was wrong whereas
to-day it meets with approval.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition).-I do not desire to deal with this
Bill at great length, but I shall comment
on some of the remarks of the Leader of
the Labour party.
I whole-heartedly
believe in the principle of the measure.
In fact I do not think there is one member on either side of the House who can
reasonably oppose the principle of
Christian teaching in State schools. In
the press there has appeared a suggestion to the effect that I am endeavouring
to delay the passage of the Bill.
Mr. CAIN.-That charge was made
against all of us.

Mr. HOLLWAY.-When I was Minister
of Education the amount of work I had
in relation to the question of religious instruction in schools was almost heart-
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breaking, because I was unable to obtain
any kind of an agreement between the
churches. The fact that in the past there
has not been a satisfactory system of
religious training in the schools is due
not to the fault of Governments, but to
the fault -of the churches, which could not
agree on any practicable form. Now that
has been overcome. I do not oppose the
Bill, but an adjournment should be
granted before the Committee stage so
that members may examine the terms of
the measure. I agree with the comment
of the Leader of the Labour party that
it is one thing to believe in the principles
of the Bill and that it is an entirely
different thing to make certain that they
are carried out. It is on that point that
the Opposition wishes to be satisfied. In
other words, we want to be satisfied that
the clauses will carry out the praiseworthy intentions of the Government.
The Bill is really an important step forward in the educational history of
Victoria and it may well be regarded as
a milestone. We want to make sure that
it is a good one.
My complaint is that the Government
has left this important Bill until to-day,
which it hopes will be the last sitting
day this session. At this late hour, it
has brought down a Bill that will
drastically alter the education system
that was established in 1872. It is asking too much to request members to
agree to such a radical alteration in the
restricted time available. I do not propose to debate the Bill any further. Over
the years, Ministers of Education have
tried to obtain practical agreement between churches so that religious training
might be given in State schools. I am
pleased that such an agreement has been
reached. It was arrived at some considerable time ago, and the Government
has shown scant courtesy to the House
by, apparently, deliberately withholding
the measure until the last sitting day of
the session. I criticize the Government
most severely for trying to rush the Bill
through in this way because there is no
real reason why to-day should be the
last day of the session. Members of the
Labour party and members of the Opposition may wish to suggest improvements
to the Bill.
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Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-Members of
Cabinet want to get back to their farms.
Mr. HOLLWAy.-It is not so much a
matter of Ministers wanting to get back
to their farms as the wish of the Government to get into recess so that it can put
up prices.
Mr. LIND.-The subject matter of the
Bill should be discussed on a high plane.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The Bill is so
important that it must be given every
consideration by members. I give the
second-reading motion my unstinted
blessing and trust that the Government
will afford members time to prepare
amendments.
Mr. McDoNALD (Premier and Treasurer).-Will an adjournment of the
debate until after the dinner interval today be suitable?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The adjournment
should be for a longer period-at least
until to-morrow. So far as I am concerned, there is no reason why the Bill
should not be passed this session; in fact,
I desire that to be done, but I also desire
to ensure that it will implement the
intentions of Parliament.
Mr. LIND.-I think we should agree to
an adjournment of the debate until later
this day.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The Opposition may
require it to be further adjourned until
to-morrow. If the Government agrees
to grant any reasonable requests of the
Opposi tion in this ma tter, there is no
reason why the second-reading debate
should not proceed now.
Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-All members
must agree that this is a most important
Bill. As the last speaker pointed out,
the legislation has been held up for a
number of years owing to lack of agreement, not only among religious bodies,
but also between political parties.
I
support the Bill for the reason that in
many other States in which Labour
Governments have been in office, a
system of religious instruction in State
schools has obtained and it is not contrary to the platform of the Labour
party. It is only right that children in
this State should be given an equal
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opportunity to profit by organized
religious instruction in schools.
The
agreement that has been arrived at in
relation to this important matter is an
outstanding achievement. Had a measure of this type been passed years ago,
it would not have affected the religious
instruction of my children because they
would have received it at a denominational school or in their home, in the
same way as I was taught.
I discussed this subject to-day with
Father Conquest, who is fue Director
of Religious Training for the Catholic
Church and I am happy to be able to
inform members that the church to
which I belong gives its unqualified support to the proposal. If we are to combat subversive elements in this community that desire to upset our way of
life and to educate school children in the
fundamental principles of Christianity,
not only in the homes of the people, but
also in our schools, a start must be made
with young children. It is of no use
trying to teach youths after they have
been led to believe that they should
follow some other god. I support the
views that were put forward by my
Leader; we are not at variance on this
question. People associated with the
Labour movement assert that it is a
Christian movement and they firmly believe that we cannot hope to perform our
duty to society without the assistance
of God. The reform to be effected
under this Bill has been sought
for many years. La:bour Governments
that have been in office did not prevent
its introduction. The Labour party is not
an anti-God party and this is not an
anti-God community.
Religious instruction has been permitted in the
State schools, and I hope that it will
continue under the organized system 01
teaching that will follow the passage of
the Bill. I congratulate those who have
been associated with the consummation
of the agreement, which has led to the
introduction of the Bill.
In many remote localities people of
the same religious belief as myself are
not able to send their children to
denomina tional schools. This measure
will permit the little ones to be given
religious instruction at the local State
school, a benefit that has been denied
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them up to the present time.
In
scattered areas, members of my faith
have not an opportunity to attend
Mass on as many occasions as they
desire, but the Bill will provide
for some religious instruction of
their children on week days. To a
degree that will overcome a disability.
This Bill is something which I
cannot believe will create anything
but good feeling.
I have heard
it said that li ttle children will fight
one another and that disorder will
be created. I disagree with that view,
because I believe that if everybody were
to receive some form of religious train-·
ing, there would be less inclination to
fight. It is because I believe that the
giving of religious training to children is
a good thing, and that it will encourage
us all to fight less am·ongst ourselves
tha t I support the Bill.
Some time ago, I was fortunate to have
a discussion with a representative of the
Council of Churches, also with Father
Conquest and the Minister of Education
in relation to this Bill. I was very proud
to note the feeling that prevailed at
that discussion and to sense that at last
there was some unity of Christian
thought. I look forward to the day when
every child who attends school in Victoria will be receiving some form of
religious instruction.
I trust that
parents will be agreeable to their children receiving religious education. I
think very few parents will say that
they do not des"ire their children to
receive such instruction. If we could
train the children along these lines we
would be justified in believing that we
were building up a protection for the
future--something that is worth while.
I do not wish to enter into a long discussion on the word "secular," as applied
to education, because probably many
hours could be spent on such a debate.
What I desire is that ·Christian training
will be given to the children in the
schools in the hope that a real Christian
nation will be developed. if we do that,
no matter at what altar we might kneel,
we will not hurt our fel10w men.
[Mr. REID (Box Hill).-I desire to
state that I support the Bill, and in doing
so I join with the honorable member for
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Carlton in saying that I am a member of
the Catholic Church, as he is. I believe
tha t the Bill is a very sound one. It is
probably one of the most important
measures that have been introduced into
this House. Although, as the Leader of
the Labour party pointed out, some of its
aspects m,ay be limited in scope, the Bill
touches on the quesHon of secular education which has been established as a princi pIe in this State for more than 70
years. In considering a Bill of this
na ture, we are touching upon something
which is a maJ1ter of first principles as
far as the whole tra"ining of our children and the whole organization of the
Sta te are concerned.
It is important to remember why
secular education was affirmed in the
Education Act about 80 years ago. It is
true that the word" secular" in its broad
sense pertains, as was pointed out by
the honorable member for Brighton, to
the world. I would say that the Education Act of Victoria was really the
fruit of many controversies that occurred
about the year it was enacted, which was
at a time when great emphasis was being
laid upon the purely materialistic
aspects of life and when there was a
tendency on the part of many people to
discount religion and regard it as something old-fashioned. It was the age which
produced Huxl'ey and Darwin, the great
agnostic scientists. [t was the age in
which Swinburne, the poet of atheism,
wrote a poem the main theme of which
was, " glory to man in the highest." The
tendency of the last century was to forget the religious side of l"ife entirely.
Mr. CAIN.-That was not the reason
for the Education Act.
Mr. REtID.-I was indicating the
atmosphere of the last century. The
grea t tendency of many people concerned
in framing the Education Act was this:
"Let us avoid anything of a controversial nature in religion; let us
ra ther, if we are going to choose between
two things, decide on a course which
puts religion in the background; and let
us concentrate on those aspects of
education which are materialistic."
But the course of the philosophy of
the last 100 years has been proven by the
fruit of that philosophy, because in spite
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of all this materialism, and despite the
tendency to treat religion as something
outmoded, we have produced a world
which, in many respects, is as barbarous
as was the world of pagan ages. To-day,
people are beginning to realize that the
recognition of religious principles is the
foundation of our civilization and that
without such a foundation of religious
culture our civilization will assuredly
perish.
.
Therefore, I approve the action of the
Government although, as was stated by
the Leader of the Labour party, its
scope is somewhat limited. Nevertheless,
it is a proper recognition of the fact that
the basis of everything worth while in
our community is the Christian religion
and the benefits which that religion
brings in its wake. For those reasons, I
support the principle of the Bill. Insofar
as the Catholic Church is concerned, the
opinion of the Church, as voiced by the
honorable member for Carlton, and as
stated to me by Father Conquest, is that
the Catholic Church has no objection to
this Bill, as amended.
It must be remembered that, primarily,
the Bill affects the religious instruction of
Protestant children, because the great
majority of Catholic children are
educated in Catholic schools, which are
maintained and paid for by the Catholic
Church. However, the operation of the
Bill will affect a certain number of
Catholic children who, particularly in
the country, are compelled to attend State
schools for the reason that in certain
towns no Catholic school is available
owing to the exigencies and circumstances of life in the country. I am
sure that the Bill as amended, gives a
proper protection to any minority of
Catholic
children
attending
State
schools, and that there will not be an
imposition on their conscience of something to which they are opposed.
Therefore, Mr. Speaker, on the faith
of that assurance, I say, in company with
the honorable member for Carlton, that
the Catholic Church has no opposition to
the Bill. In fact, I would say, further,
that the view expressed some time ago
by the Archbishop of the Church in Melbourne was that he welcomed the fact
that Protestant children attending State
schools would have facilities to receive
Session 1950.-[115]
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religious education in those schools. I
suggest that at this time more than any
other, there is reason for all men of good
will, no matter of what religious faith,
to get together and affirm the importance
of religion in our lives, because what is
threatening our civilization at present is
the process of materialism. It threatens
to destroy the Christian religion, be it
Catholic or Protestant. It becomes more
and more incumbent on all men of good
will, whether they be of the Catholic,
the Protestant, or the Jewish faith to
stand together and affirm those things
of the spirit which matter, as against the
advancing tide of gross materialism.
Mr. Speaker, this Bill, touching as it
does the question of secular or religious
instruction, raises the very great
problem that in our midst many children
are receiving education in denominational schools. The question ariseswhich again is one of great controversy
-as to whether the parents of the
children' attending those schools should
receive some concession from the State
by virtue of the fact that by sending
their children to their own schools they
are relieving the State Education
Department of the cost of educating
many thousands of pupils. I do not
expect any Government or any particular
political party to take up the question of
denominational grants as a matter of
party or governmental responsibility.
What I have said on the public platform on the question of denominational
grants is that it should be the subject of
inquiry by an independent body with a
view to ascertaining whether the time
has not arrived when some concession
should be made to parents of children
attending denominational schools, and
also to the schools themselves, for the
reason that such schools are relieving
the State of a very great financial
burden.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-I think the honorable member's remarks are now outside the scope
of the Bill.
Mr. REID.-I appreciate your point,
Mr. Speaker, but I made those remarks
because the Bill does raise the question
of secular and religious education. I
shall round off what I have to say on
that point by submitting that it is a
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matter for consideration that an independent inquiry should be held into the ques-

tion, which affects not only Protestant,
Grammar, and Public schools, but also
Catholic schools, nol only of the secondary class but also the primary schools,
where free education is being given to
Catholic children at the expense of members O'f the Catholic Church-and not
at the expense of the State.
I put that view, because it is a matter
which is intimately related to the question before the Chair. The question of
religious education in State schools
brings into account the whole question
of the nature of secular and religious
education. In conclusion, and in commending this Bill to the House, I say
that it is a recognition of the very vital
principle that people are concerned, not
only with the secular things of the world,
but also with their spiritual welfare. If
we have any faith in the Christian doctrine and the immortality of the soul, we
must lay emphasis upon the spiritual
side of the training ,of children.
The Government has introduced this
Bill which, I feel sure, will meet with
the approval of Protestants and Catholics
alike. It is a gesture, a step in the right
direction, because, in effect, it does
recognize that the origins of the education system were the creation of the
church.
The fact that we have any
educational foundation at all-and this
applies to the Oxford and Ca'mbridge
universities-is something for which we
owe an everlasting debt of gratitude to
the medieval church. Throughout the
ages it has been the church that has
kept alight the lamp of education and
culture.
We take great pride in our
State educational system, but we must
always remember that it is on the
foundation of the church that the State
built that system. Insofar as we approve
of the Bill to-day, we recognize the fact
that the basis of our civilization is
Christian culture, and if we wish, as the
representatives of the people, to affirm
that we intend to have a better civilization and a better world we must found
such a world on the basis of Christianity.
Mr. SUTTON (Albert Park).-No
apprehension need be felt about this
Bill. It aims at making effective a longstanding practice which, under existing
conditions, is necessarily ineffective. It
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leaves the fundamental character of the
Education Act unchanged. What it does,
and all it does, is to make legal provision
for religious instruction to be given to
State school children in school hours
not occupied by the curriculum, and thus
to abolish what in the past has been no
more than a bootlegging of religion to
children denied it by the actions of legislators of the '70's, who had a touching
belief in the efficacy of secular knowledge to bring about human perfectibili ty.
It cannot be too strongly emphasized
that in no sense whatsoever does the Bill
revive the" Bible in State schools" controversy, which once divided the Victorian community into hostile camps.
This Parliament may count itself fortuna te in dealing with a measure that
has the unanimous and enthusiastic support of various church bodies on the one
side and, on the other side, has encountered no opposition---!but, rather,
tacit if not formally expressed approval
-from a church which has established
its own schools at its own expense. The
religious instruction is to be given by
clergymen and not by employees of the
State who have no qualifications to give
it and, in most instances, are disinclined
to do so.
To illustrate the happy auspices in
which the Bill is being introduced, it will
be appropriate to quote from The
Tribune, a Ca tholic weekly published
in Melbourne. After referring to the
spiritual illiteracy which is the inevitable
upshot of decades of solely secular education, and insisting that no education
system can be complete if religion is not
its bedrock, the newspaper goes on (0
sayIn the circumstances, those of our Faith
cannot wait for the satisfaction of the
Catholic claim for justice before aligning
ourselves, in a spirit of Christian love, with
those who wish to do something to arrest
the march of the new generation towards
the abyss of neo-pagan infidelity.

It then states the Catholic claim, and

addsFor those of our Faith who find themselves obliged to make use of the State
system for one reason or another, we insist upon Catholic instruction under the
auspices of their own clergy; but we welcome the design to provide religious instruction for other children on conditions
which their parents are prepared to accept.
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We trust that those appointed to give this
instruction may make it as sUbstantial and
efficient as possible, so that a real and strong
foundation of Christian theism may be
implanted in the minds and hearts of tomorrow's citizens.

This House has lately had before it a
Bill for the purpose of improving the
mental hygiene system of the State. During the discussion on that measure there
were references to intelligence quotients,
and praiseworthy plans were outlined to
promote higher mental standards. Nothing was said about higher moral
standards, although these are imperative
if the State is to make true progress.
We hear a great deal about Western
civili:lJation and its inroading by Marxist
ideology, but most of us have done disgracefully Iittle to resist the impact ot
atheistic Communism on the minds of
children living on the outskirts of that
civilization, in the making of which
moral and secular education were inextricably entwined. Those who went
before us closed their eyes even to the
cultural value of religion; they made it
impossible for great numbers of children
in each generation to learn the first thing
about a Person whose birth is universally acknowledged to have been the
pivotal fact of history for the last 2,000
years.
The Bill will go some way to repair
all that folly.
It will facilitate the
educational efforts of clergymen representing the various denominations. It
will enable them to introduce teaching
methods that in the past have been
impracticable. It will relieve them of a
sense of toleration by the authorities. By
no means least among the outcomes of
the measure will be quietus for the
superstition that knowledge of worldly
things alone possesses the power of
individual and national transformation
of character.
I should not like to be numbered among
uncompromising opponents of the Bill,
if there are any, for they will have
before them only one means of escape
from an untenable position. If they do
not approve of the proposed regularizing
of existing methods for giving religious
instruction in State schools, they will be
forced logically into a demand that such
instruction be no longer carried on.
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Mr. FRASER (Grant).-I give this
Bill my unqualified approval. I feel that
I have been privileged beyond measure to
be permitted to be present as a member
of this House and to listen to the debate
which has been conducted on the highest
possible plane. I was particularly grati
fled to hear the addresses of the honor
able members for Carlton and Box
Hill. What we have heard this afternoon demonstrates clearly that, notwithstanding any differences we might
have on earthly matters, when we get
down to fundamentals we discover that:
there is one matter upon which we can
meet on a common level. We all
acknowledge how much we owe to our
great Creator. I think we agree, too,
that the whole structure of civilization
rests upon Christianity, as does also our
democratic system.
As one grows older, one is inclined to
live a little in the past, and to me it
becomes increasingly important that I
should remember those things I was
taught at my mother's knee. In common
with all members, I believe I have
enjoyed a precious heritage. Not only
was I born a member of a British community, but I had the unqualified blessing of having a good mother. Like the
honorable member for Carlton, I have
endeavoured to instruct my five children
in the home in Christian education. I
have gone further and had my children
educated at a denominational school. As
a Presbyterian, I am proud of the fact
that I belong to the Scottish race, a race
which in past years has linked education
with the church, particularly in Scotland. Other speakers have correctly
stated that our educational system commenced with church education. I agree
with the views expressed by the honorable member for Box Hill, and while I do
not desire to violate your ruling, Mr.
Speaker, I hope you will permit me to
say that shortly I feel we shall be compelled to face up to the problem of giving
some assistance to schools of all denominations that provide for their own
Christian teaching. By their act they
have relieved the State of considerable
expense.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis) .-Order ! I ask the honorable member to return to the consideration of the Bill, which relates to secular
w
w
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and religious instruction in State schools.
If the door is opened to a general dis-

cussion on other matters which are not
pertinent to the Bill, I do not know
where it will lead. I must ask the
honorable member for Grant to observe
my ruling.
Mr. FRASER.-I have already expressed my views, and I am pleased
tha t this Bill has been presented.
It
contains little that could be considered
contentious, and it should not evoke
much discussion, even in Committee.
Mr. LEMMON
(Williamstown).r congratulate honorable members
generally upon the tone of the debate on
this Bill. There is general agreement
that education is above party considerations.
All honorable members are
. interested in the welfare of their children
and desire that they should receive the
best possible education. I agree with
my colleagues on both sides of the House
that this Bill is largely a matter of convenience because there will be no vital
alteration in relation to Christian education in State schools if this Bill is passed.
I deplore the fact that the Government
has not given honorable members more
time in which to consider the measure.
I am glad .that the Government has
seen fit not to ,place in the hands of State
school teachers the responsibility of
imparting religious instruction to pupils.
I should object strongly if any civil
servant were to ·presume to impart to a
child of mine the principles of the faith
that has characterized my family for
generations-in fact I would not permit
it.
The principle is fundamentally
wrong. Effective religious instruction is
a matter for the home and for the
church. Religious principles should be
inculcated into the heart and mind of a
child only by a person who thoroughly
believes in the principles that are being
taught. I am very proud of the church
to which I belong. When my father
occupied a caretaker's cottage at the
Trades Hall, Melbourne, he regularly
took me to church with which I grew
up to be associated. I have always subscribed to and supported the Christian
religion.
I repeat that, despite wha.t may
be said outside Parliament as to the
efficacy of the Bill, I still believe that

Instruction) Bill.

effective religious instruction belongs to
the home and to the church-not to the
State. In view of the comparatively small
amount of progress that has been made
in the educational realm, I suggest that
the Government should consider the
appointment of a Royal Commission to investigate all the ramifications of education in an effort to
evolve a better system in which
religious instruction will form a part
upon just terms to all and linked with the
Chifley Government scholarships scheme.
Although it has been stated that
the introduction of this Bill has been due
almost solely to the harmony that prevails among religious denominations
that are performing such good work in
the community, that degree of harmony
did not always exist. I am glad that our
colleagues in another place have taken
steps to remove one of the objections to
this Bill. Above all things, it is not
desired to inflict hardship
upon
minorities.
I am not enamoured of the attitude adopted in the past towards higher
education. I recall that in the days of Mr.
Frank Tate, Sir Alexander Peacock, and
Mr. G. M. Prendergast, leaders of
some churches objected to any form of
general education going beyond the
primary school stage.
I am not
prepared to admit that the church
should have the sole authority to prescribe the form of education for our
children, but I am pleased to be
able to say that I have been able
to assist my grandchildren to receive
education
at a
church
schoolnot because I believe that the
educational standard there is higher but
because of my belief ·that those
associated with my faith can impart instruction more effectively. I have been a
churchman all my life and I want to
know whether it can be reasonably
assumed that the system proposed by the
Bill will afford the most effective means
of religious instruction. At the present
time secular education is compulsory,
whereas religious instruction will -be
imparted by representatives of various
churches on a voluntary basis. Am I, as
a churchman, to be called upon to pay in
order that this education may be given?
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Sunday after Sunday I witness parents
sending their children to Sunday school
and
to church but they themselves do not attend or support
the churches in the work they
are doing for the community. Can it be
assumed that the voluntary service that
will be provided will yield satisfactory
service? I am doubtful. I do not wish
to raise any controversial issue. I have
always been enamoured of the words of
John Ruskin, to the effect that the" production of souls of a good quality" will
prove to be a pecuniary and most satisfactory contribution to the welfare of
the community. I sincerely hope that
the tone of the debate so far, will be
continued, and that the best intentions
of those who are interested in this
measure will be achieved.
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dandenong).
-The Minister of Lands must feel justifiably proud of the opportunity extended
to him to bring to fruition the
aspiration of his predecessors. Honorable members have just been favoured
by a speech by the honorable member
for Williamstown, which is characteristic
of the level of the deba te on this
measure. I am sure most honorable
members would concede that they adhere
to a particular faith because of the religious beliefs of their parents. For that
reason, there is mutual respect for the
religious susceptibilitjes of others.
In
my opinion, this Bill represents a remarkable change in the present system of
education. In the past, the differences of
opinion between various denominations
have proved almost an insuperable
barrier to the progress that has been
desired by succeeding Governments to introduce into State schools the teaching
of Christian principles. It has not been
desired to teach principles of dogma or
creed but merely those general principles
upon which it is hoped that the unity of
Christendom will eventually be achieved ..
To-day, we have witnessed the introduction of a Bill which contains a vital
principle, inasmuch as it is recognized
that during the years of attendance at
school pupils w'ill now be taught not only
how to earn a living, but also how to live.
It has been said by some honorable
members that there has been no change
in the situation; that this Bill merely
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gives recognition to a practice that has
been operating for a long time.
I
suggest that there has been a vital
change---a change that is so real that
perhaps it is not appreciated.
There
will now be set aside, by the direction
of Parliament, a certain period when
persons experienced in their task will
engage in teaching Christian principles
to children who attend State schools.
We hope that the future will show a
greater recognition of the principles
behind the whole basis of the life
of man.
We are all prepared to
confess, in varying degrees, the faith
of Christ crucified and to that faith
being taught through the simple stories
of the Bible. This Bill has the blessing
of the Roman Catholic Church, which
does not always see eye to eye with
Protestants.
However, the Protestant
section is now taking the opportunity of
following-and I say this without
offence to my own Protestant reUgionthe example that has been set in the past
by the Roman Catholic Church of recognIzmg the fundamental place that
Christianity must play in the life of the
nation and the child.
As a youngster I was privileged to be
taught the principles of religion by my
sports master. Under this Bill it will be
improper for a servant of the State t:>
take part in this particular phase of
school life. Although I do not object to
teachers imparting religious instruction
I accept the reasons why other people
may object.
I do not object because
within the Teaching Service, that noblest
of all sections of the Public Service,
there are many men who have the
capacity to impart this knowledge, particularly when they are able to follow a
syllabus covering all grades, which has
been evolved as the result of many years
of study to the sath;faction of every
shade of thought of the Christianthinking people.
The honorable member for Albert
Park touched on one phase that is worth
mentioning, and that is the extent to
which we have sometimes been blind to
the fact that the young mind has been
inspired insidiously by the teachings of
Communist doctrines. There have been
set up in many parts groups known as
Communist Sunday schools. While its
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teachine:s do not touch the ordinary life
of a school child they do touch his mind.
I hope the House will bear with me
while I quote extracts that I think
should be quoted in this Chamber to
show the need for what is proposed ln
this Bill.
These Communist Sunday
schools are not merely revolutionary;
their precepts are immoral. To illustrate
that contention I should like to quote
passages from the catechisms used in
Communist Sunday schools. I am sure
that members will be horrified at the
questions and answers contained therein,
but, in my opinion, the proposals contained in this Bill are an effective reply.
One portion of a Communist catechism
readsQuestion.- What do you mean by God?
Answer.-God is that power which man

in his ignorance has called supernatural.
Question.-Was not Jesus the son of God?
Answer.-There is no God, so he could
not be His Son.
Question.-Is religion of any value to the
working class?
Answer.-Religion is opium, and to-day
is used as such.
Question.-How are the workers to raise
their status?
Answer.-They can only raise their status
by revolution.
Question.-Would you advise the workers
to join the army?
Answer.-If it were
to assist the
revolution, yes.

Another catechism contains the following questions and answers:Teacher.-Can a boy socialist be a boy

scout?

Scholar.-No, comrade.
Teacher.-Why cannot a boy socialist be a

boy scout?

Scholar.-Because a boy scout has to
salute the Union Jack.
Teacher.-Why must not a boy socialist
salute the Union Jb.ck?
Scholar.-Because the Union Jack is an
emblem of oppression and slavery.

I hope no one will misunderstand the
use of the word" socialist." I am speaking of the Communist Sunday schools,
and I have quoted those two extracts to
show their so-called efforts at teaching.
I think I might conclude by quoting a
verse from one of their hymns. In my
opinion it would give to any rightMr. Dawnay-Mould.
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thinking man a reason why the Bill we
are discussing to-day is necessary. The
verse I refer to is as follows:Onward,
Christian soldiers,
duty's
cause is plain,
Slay your Cnristian brothers, or by
them be slain;
Pulpiteers are spouting effervescent
swill,
God above is calling you to rob, and
rape, and kill;
Onward, Christian soldiers, rip, and
tear, and smite,
May the gentle Jesus bless your
dynamite.

If there was ever a reason for this Bill

we have it in those words.
Mr. CREAN (Prahran).-I agree
with the honorable member for
Williamstown that it is a pity such an
important matter is being discussed with
the haste with which this measure is being contemplated.
However, the circumstances are that the Bill is now before this Parliament and we must
attempt to evaluate it as we see it. This
Bill is to be read and construed as one
with the Education Act 1928 and any Act
amending that legis}ation. In fact, the
Education Act of 1928 is merely the
consolidation of Victorian education
enactments, the first of which was in
1872. It is interesting to discover the
feeling of the people of the day about
the system of education that has been
handed down to us. The Act that was
passed in 1872 became law after a great
deal of controversy in the community of
the day. Next year we celebrate the
centenary of Victoria as a separate
Government instrumentality, and it is
interesting to note that even in the first
years of Parliamentary government in
Victoria consideration was given to that
all-important question-the education of
the children of the community.
Prior to the passage of the legislation
in 1872 education in Victoria had been
largely in the hands of religious sects of
one kind and another. If the writings
of Mr. Edward E. Morris in his Memoir
oj George Higinbotham can be taken as
indicative of the feeling of the time, in
many respects religion was paramount to
education in the minds of some authorities. It was because of the bitterness
that was thus inspired that the education system was taken to a .great extent
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from the hands of those institutions and
vested in the State itself. The feeling
existing at that time was to some extent
responsible for the origin of the present
~ystem which we have called free and
compulsory secular education.
Unfortunately the Education Act 1928 does
tittle to define the meaning of either the
word "secular" or the word "education." It seems to me that a great deal
of confusion has been created because,
to begin with, we are not quite sure of
our terms. If a dictionary is consulted
" secular" seems to be eonfined to mundane affairs as against supra-mundane
matters, or those things that are not of
this world. In the minds of some people
" secular" might imply teaching on
some sort of ethical b:lsis, and to others
it may mean teaching which is entirely
irreligious; again, in the minds of others
it may even mean teaching that is antireligious. I am mentioning this fact
merely to indicate the difficulty that is
experienced in defining terms and interpreting those vague documents that are
called "constitutions."
The party of which I am a member
has a constitution, included in which is
the belief that education shall be free,
compulsory and secular. However, as I
say, we have a very thorny path to tread
because, at the start, we are not sure of
the meaning of "secular" and we are
not definite as to the meaning of " education." So far as the Education Act is
concerned, the only education it is concerned \vith is that which can be
implemented under the powers of the
legisla tion. Sub-section (5) of section
25 of the Education Act 1928 statesFor the purposes of this section" Efficiency and regular instruction
means instruction of such standard and in
such subjects as may be prescribed.

II

When we, as legislators, are speaking
about education we are not discussing
what we might think it means because
under the Education Act education is the
efficient and regular instruction of such
standard and in such subjects as may be
prescribed. It is because of this misconception about the use of the word
"education" and also in regard to the
use of the word" curriculum" that confusion has arisen in the minds of some
people.
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I join issue with the honorable member
for Dandenong. I contend that this Bill
does not put religious education into the
curriculum of the education system at
all, but merely provides facilities whereby people outside the education system
can give instruction inside the curricu~
lum time, which seems to me to be an
important distinction. That difference
might best be illustrated, perhaps a
Ii ttle humorously, by quoting from a
short story written by O. Henry. In one
of his collections of short stories-I
think the Gentle Grafter-he describes
the actions of a .confidence man by
the name of Jeff Peters and a friend
named Andy, who perpetrated a number
of tricks on the community in various
ways. On one occasion they went to
Texas, or one of the southern States
of America, and purchased a few
hundred acres of desert, then prepared
to sell the area as a university to the
people. However, Jeff Peters said to
Andy, "You cannot have a university
unless you have a campus and a
curriculum; we will wire to New York
and get them to send us a campus and a
curriculum."
Apparently a person
through whose hands the telegram
passed was a little illiterate, because instead of receiving a campus and a
curriculum they got a camp stool and a
curry comb. I suggest that some people
have not drawn a distinction between a
curriculum and a curry comb in regard
,to the subject matter of this Bill.
Actually we are speaking about two
things. The interpretation placed on the
meaning of certain terms will influence
some members in their favour of this
particular measure or otherwise. I am
attempting to suggest that there are
certain difficulties in this Bill and what is
meant by the words "secular" and
"education." To some extent the word
" education" and what it means is
circumscribed by the Education Act
1928. The word secular" is not defined
in the Act, and it means different things
to different people. So far as I am concerned, I will say for the Bill that it
does not seem to infringe the secular
provisions of the Education Act, or the
constitution of the council of which I am
a member. It is a question of interpretation about which people may well differ.
II
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The measure is a simple one, and it seems
only to regularize and facilitate what
has been taking place in the community
for a number of years. The Act with
which we are dealing goes back to the
60's and 70's of the last century. In the
year 1867 a Royal Commission in this
State was appointed to inquire into
and report upon the operation of the
system of public education. It had as
its chairman Mr. George Higinbotham,
and on page 22 of its findings it uses
these words, which are of some significance to us to-daySectarian or dogmatic teaching in public
schools should, we think, be prohibited by
express enactment, and power of enforcing
the prohibition should be given to the
central authority, while religious teaching,
recommended in like manner, though not
enjoined. by law, should be determined and
regulated during certain hours of the day
by the local committees. By these means
the central authodty would be relieved
from the difficult and invidious task of
selecting and prescribing general forms of
religious instrudion, and the clerical and
lay elements of the various denominations
in each locality would be encouraged to
co-operate in the work of education. If
reliance is to be placed upon the testimony
of the majority of the witnesses, there is
no reason why such co-operation should not
take place. If, however, it should be found
that the local committee so constituted
could not agree upon any plan of religious
instruction, the responsibility of failure in
each case would be laid upon the committee.
Such failure, however, could very rarely
occur if the clergy and the parents in
the locality, who are represented by the
evidence of all the witnesses to be the
persons most desirous that religious teaching
should be given in the schools, will honestly
combine their efforts for that purpose.
That, apparently, was the feeling in
1867, but between that year and 1872
differences of opinion arose, and instead
of the word" non-sectarian" there is in
the Education Act the word" secular."
Nevertheless, it seems to have been a fact
in 1867 that ordinary people-who were
not irreligious or anti-religious-did
not wish to have schools controlled by
churches, but preferred a system which
would impart education and would also
provide facilities for those who believed
in religion to give religious instruction
voluntarily, but not as part of the
curriculum. The only facility the State
gives is the use of a building erected for
a different purpose. That seems to me
to be a reasonable enough compromise.
Mr. Crean.
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In matters where there is intense
difference of feeling, compromise is
essential, and if it does not infringe
principles there is nothing wrong with
it. It seems in this instance that compromise does not infringe the principle
of secular education, because religious
instruction is not education in the sense
laid down in the Act. It is not given by
paid officials of the State. It is the duty
vf the State to give its citizens the
opportunity and the facULties to be
educated, but I maintain that it is not
the prerogative of the State-and indeed
it would be harmful to religious bodies
-to grant any direct subsidy for
religious instruction.
As the honorable member for Williamstown has said, religious instruction
in the terms of the Bill will be paid for
by the representatives of the churches,
who will provide voluntary workers in
some cases, and paid ministers in
others. It will become part of the
collective work of the churches, and
its efficacy will be thrown back on the
churches. Surely there is nothing to cavil
at in that. I believe in education, as
such, being secular, in that it should
be given by paid officials of the State.
Sta te-paid educationists should not be
expected to give religious instruction,
and certainly not denominational teaching or any teaching that would cause
differences of opinion in the community.
We must recognize that in this age
the lives of the people are conditioned
by their economic environment. It
may be said, I suppose, that it is the job
of the churches, through their Sunday
schools, to provide all the religious instruction needed. Again we must be
realistic. I have had considerable experience of Sunday schools, having been
connected with them practically all my
life, and I know of the difficulties encountered. An hour or so of instruction
on Sunday is not sufficient to offset the
evils of the materialistic conditions in
which we live. I feel very strongly
about paragraph (c) of sub-section (3)
of proposed new section 21, which
readsAttendance at any class for such religious
instruction shall not be compulsory for any
pupil whose parents desi~e that he be
excused from attending.
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To my mind that paragraph should be
inverted to readNo pupil whose parents have not indicated
their consent in writing shall attend any
such religious instruction.

There should not be the principle of
contracting out, but of contracting in.
Unfortunately, there is a danger in any
group where the majority conform and
the small minority do not, of the
majority tyrannizing over the minority
merely because the minority is different.
No body of persons can be more cruel
than children when they are together. A
person may honestly be a freethinker, or
a Jehovah's Witness, or he may belong to
some other group that does not conform
to the majority. After all, the majority
of children are in the broad category of
Protestants. The small minorities that
do not conform might be subject to
victimization, although not wittingly.
It seems to me that greater protection
would be afforded if those parents who
wanted religious instruction to be given,
not by a trained official of the State but
by some one else in the curriculum time,
were required to give their consent.
When I went to school such a system
prevailed, but it has now gone by default.
A parent who wants his child to receive
the instruction should not be afraid to
indicate the fact.

The Bill does not conflict with the
principle of secular education, although
there is some difference of opinion in my
party as to whether that is so. The confusion has arisen because there is no
careful definition of "secular" or
"education," and there is variation in
the use of the word "curriculum."
Religious instruction will be given, not
by the Education Department! but by the
churches. It will not be part of the
curriculum in the sense that other subjects are. All the Bill means is that part
of the curriculum time will be used for
giving instruction which does not form
part of the ordinary curriculum. We
should keep the correct use of the word
" curriculum" in our minds. It has
been used in this Chamber and in the
press in a wrong sense, and that has
caused difficulty in some parts of the
community.
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:l\lr. REYNOLDS (Toorak).-I welcome this measure for many reasons. It
has united the very recently warring
factions in this Chamber in one great
purpose, and, what is of more significance, it is, I feel, an expression of a
union between all Christian denominations, and is, therefore, a happy augury
for greater and closer Christian union in
the future. I also welcome it because I
believe it is in accord with true Liberal
principles in that it opens up to children
an opportunity and gives them a wider
and freer choice of learning. It is
unnecessary to defend in this House the
principle which underlies the Bill, but
I apprehend that it will come under
criticism of people who do not hold the
Christian faith and are rationalists
or who entertain atheistic ideas. So I
wish to devote a little time, if I may trespass on the indulgence of the House, in
putting the point 'Of view that the
measure, is in complete accord with
the principle that I have enunciated.
There is resident in the innermost
consciousness of every man some moral
concept from which springs his attitude
to life, which supplies his standards of
conduct, and prompts his relationship to
his fellow men. There is within all of us
a source of inspiration which leads us to
do things which are not in any sense
material, and which are not associated
in any way with cold selfish reason.

Some of the greatest deeds in our
history and some of the greatest epics of
human achievement have been inspired
from that source. They are transcendant
to reason and are absolutely nonmaterialistic. They have a spiritual
origin which conduces to real service to
humanity. These values and attributes
which are resident in the human make-up
should be nurtured and encouraged in
their growth. As has been indicated
in an earlier stage of the debate,
the proper field for that effort on
our part is among the children at'
their earliest ages. As I have suggested there may be cri ticism of the
underlying principle of the Bill by those
who believe tha1t ,reUgi0 ll'S education
sh'Ould be entirely excluded from the
schools. I am not one who desires to
restrict freedom of thought and speech ~
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in fact, in my small sphere, where the
necessity has arisen, and on every proper
occasion, I have defended these things.
Because I hold such views I cannot assent to the proposition that
there should be excluded from the
consideration of the child's mind all
·tltose ideas which are comprised in
Christianity. I hold that a system
which seeks to exclude everything but
materialistic teachings from the young is
illiberal, anti-social, and a menace to the
human future. At least we could give
the children of the community an opportunity of making a choice of doctrine,
and afford them a chance of selecting
their own beliefs. When there is a
proper system of education and those
beliefs are presented in a proper way the
children, if they perceive that they are
good, will seize upon them and hold
them with great tenacity in their future
careers. At least they should be given
the choice.
After all, the great concepts of
Christianity have been adopted and
maintained by the most sublime intellects
in the whole of human history. Those
concepts have been an inspiration to the
noblest of human effort and have been
our strength in times of peril and stress.
I believe' this Bill is most opportune
because it enables this Parliament to
lay some emphasis on things of the
spirit-things that are not merely
material-things which do not relate to
cold selfish reasoning and to the pursuit
of personal advantage.
In a time of turmoil, when the world
is worried and disturbed and when
there are hanging over us threats of even
greater disasters to come, it is proper
that the minds of the community should
be set on higher things. It will be
regarded as a great day in the history
of this Parliament when we give
effect to this expression of Christian
unity, and open the gates of opportunity
.to the children to enable them under
more adequate circumstances, with
greater facilities, to make their own
choice of ideas which will animate and
inspire their future lives.
Mr.
FEWSTER
(Essendon).-I
support the Bill sincerely because I believe it will be a means in the way of
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life to the something that has long been
wanting. The measure will give official
sanction to a practice that has been
followed unofficially for some time since
ministers of various denominations have
been imparting religious instruction in
a number of schools. The passage of
this legislation will give official approval
to that procedure and make it part of
the laws of the State. We should have
no misgivings whatever about this proposal. We claim to be a Christian nation.
Many have acclaimed the virtues of
Christianity, and what it stands for.
As part and parcel of the British
Commonwealth of Nations we pride ourselves that it has been founded on the
Christian way of life.
Some people
have been more or less critical of that
way of life. I believe that in this State
we have helped to bring about that
attitude of mind because our educational
system has been based on materialism.
When one examines the type of education given in the past one finds that
academically great achievements have
resulted, but they are not sufficient. Notwithstanding such accomplishments, the
only thing that counts has been absent,
and it is education in the true values
of spiritual life.
What benefit is it to a nation if it has
produced great legislators,great writers,
great thinkers, and great men in all
other spheres of life, if an appreciation
of Christ'ianity has been neglected? I
believe that if in the past there had been
a system of religious training in the
schools this nation would have been
better.
Then there would have been
better citizens, and better types of
business people; in short, we all would
have been. better.
So we would have
gained a true understanding of man's
ultimate destiny and why he is in the
world. He must put into the world more
than he is prepared to take out of it.
We have departed from that ideal because
Christianity has been debased not only
here but elsewhere. The Diety and the
Christian principles are on trial on the
other side of the world, and ideas o.f
decency and an understanding of the
significance of the brotherhood of man
have been supplanted. We must provide
our children with a training that will
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cause them to offset a pernicious
system which tends to spread throughout
the world and to engulf all that man
holds dear. For that reason alone, I am
pleased to support the measure. I would
not have done so if the task of giving
religious instruction had been placed
upon school teachers. They are equipped
to teach pupils from the materialistic
point of view, but only those with a.
deep sense of appreciation of spirituaJ
values can impart religious instruction.
In this connection, I refer to the leaders
of the various religious denominations.
They will be assisted by qualified persons
prepared to devote their time to teaching children the fundamentals of life.
As I have already contended,
Christianity is on trial, and the Bill will
permit the equipment of an army to
fight its enemies. The minds of young,
children will be inculca'ted with the
great principles of life and so they will
be fitted to resist the insidious propaganda that is rampant to-day.
If the
Bill .serves that purpose only, we can
claim that Parliament has done a great
service not only to Australia, but also
to the world, because we never know
what will be the final destination of the
children who are to receive this instruction. To-day the world is suffering because materialism has been allowed to
creep into the hearts of the people and
the principles that some of us hold dear
have been cast into the gutter. That has
led to chaos, which will continue until
once again Christian principles are
supreme. I compliment the Government
on having the mora,l courage to bring
down the Bill. It will lead to the making
of better citizens, who will realize their
responsibilities to their Creator and
their fellow men.
Mr. RYLAH (Kew) .-It was not my
intention to join in this discussion untiJ
it was asserted that it might be taken
that those who did not speak for or
against the measure did not intend to
declare their attitude towards the Bill.
I have always been under the impression
that a member declared his attitude by
the way in which he voted. I wish to
make it clear that I support the measure
and am pleased that it has been introduced. It has been suggested that it
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will merely regularize the existing
practice, but I think that is an unfair
statement. The measure will make it
possible to provide efficient religiou.~
education in State schools for children
whose parents do not object to the giving
of religious instruction. At present, it
is on a haphazard basis. I1 is not
always possible For the Council of Christian Education in Schools to obtain the
assistance of qualified teachers. In the
future, the instruction will be given at
appr·opriate times and will permit the
council to use the services of qualified
persons to impart their knowledge of
this subject. I1 is gratifying to learn
that so many churches have been able
to agree as to the basis of this education.
We should pay tribute to the
Council of Christian Education in
Schools for formulating a policy which
is acceptable to the Education Department. I think one reason why the
scheme has been brought to fruition is
the fact that the Director is a very competent and able Christian gentleman. I
trust that the high hopes of members
will be fulfilled.
Mr. WHATELY (Camberwell).-I
concur entirely with the remarks of
the honorable member for Kew,
and I wish briefly to refer to two
or three significant points. In my view,
the inclusion of the word "secular"
in the Victorian Education Act was
due to the materialism of the day and to
a feeling of hopelessness that had grown
up among Victorian people as to the
possibility of securing unanimity among
Christian bodies. From a reading of the
story one finds in the available literature,
it was the habit of the adherents of
churches to say nasty things about one
another and to over-emphasize points of
difference. When the word "secular"
appeared in the Act people taking an
active part in education matters were
disappointed. Previously individuals had
been inspired by religious motives to
start schools-possibly some did so for
financial considerations. In other cases,
religious
denominations
themselves
founded schools. They set their hands
to a huge task that was beyond their
powers.
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It was customary for church-supported schools to be established in
the main centres of 'population which
meant that education was not available
in other areas. Therefore the State had
to provide education facilities for those
who could not otherwise be served, and
the word " secular" was introduced into
the Act. Many people said "This will
never do," and so it was arranged that
the fiction should be established under
which a school was not " in " on one day
until a later period than on other days
of the week. That did not mean that
religious education was being introduced
into the school curriculum. As previous
speakers have poInted out, it has not been
introduced now for the reason that the
services of the school staff will not be
used for these purposes and attendance
a t these particular classes will not be
compulsory.
The State will not provide religious
education; the people of the churches
will continue to provide it, whether
through those recommended by religious
bodies not affiliated with the Council of
Christian Education in Schools or by
the specialiy trained and qualified
people that the council is setting
out to make available for the task. I
direct attention to that aspect because it
shows the wonderful development that
has occurred in the religious life of the
community. Instead of quarrelling with
one another the religious forces of the
State have united under the banner of
the doctrines as to which they agree,
and for the sake of the purposes they
wish to achieve-opinions divide, pur ..
poses unite. Those purposes are essen ..
tially practical. I take it tha t the
teachers will not be concerned primarily
about doctrines but with the kind of
reading that the Sacred Book makes
available to us. They will not be concerned with sacraments but with the art
of living.
As the Minister of Transport desires
to make a Ministerial statement at this
stage, I shall move the adjournment of
this debate.
On the motion of Mr. WHATELY
(Camberwell), the debate was adjourned
until later this day. Leave was granted
to Mr. Whately to continue his speech
on the resumption of the debate.
Mr. Whately.

Instruction) Bill.
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STATEMENT.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT: INCREASED FARES AND

FREIGHTS.

Mr. HYLAND (M'inister of Transport).
-By leave, I wish to make a statement
regarding tram and railway fares.
Tram fares and fares on tramway
buses, except on Footscray trams, are
to go-up by one penny per journey. The
fare for one section will rise from 2d. to
3d.; two sections will cost 5d. instead
of the present 4d., and so on. The maximum tram fare, exc~pt on "all-night"
cars, will go up from 7d. to 8d. "Allnigh t" fares will also be increased, and
other minor consequenUa.:I allterat-ions
will be made at the same time. The
Government much regrets the necessity
for the increases. Before agreeing to
them, the Government very carefully investigated the tramway Board's finances
and was convinced that in consquence of
sharply increased costs in recent years
the rises were inevitable. The new fares
win come into force on the 24th of
December.
Cabinet has had under review statements prepared by the Railways
Commissioners and the Director of
Finance, showing the effect on the
railway financial position of recent quarterly adjustments in wages; the estimated
effect of the increase in the basic wage as
from the first pay period in December
and the consequential effect of the latter
increase on the cost of railway materials
and supplies generally.

It is estimated that without adjustments in fares and freights the deficit for
the current financial year will be increased from £58,000, as provided for
in the Budget, to approximately
£2,000,000. For 1951-52 the deficit is
estimated at approximately £3,500,000.
These results, however, are exclusive
of the subsidy which the Treasury is
paying to the railways, namely,
£1,750,000 in round figures, in order to
reduce the interest and other loan
charges to 1 per cent. and the interest.
£1,250,000, which the Treasury is paying
on the railway capital liability transferred to the State's General Account in
1937.
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The total railway deficit in 1951-52,
so far as State finance is concerned,
would therefore be approximately
£6,500,000. This huge deficit is, of course,
largely the result of the progressive
increase in wages and material costs in
recent years. In 1951-52 the estimated
increase in wages costs alone, by comparison with the pre-war year 1938-39,
is more than £10,000,000.
In order to promote decentralization
of country industries generally, Cabinet
has been anxious to keep railway fares
and freights as low as possible, but after
fully discussing the whole financial position with the Railways Commissioners
and the Director of Finance, and in view
of the further increases in wages and
material costs which will have to be met,
it is felt that some increase in railway
charges should be made.
Cabinet has a'ccordingly decided to
authorize an average increase of about
11 per cent. in railway fares and freights,
effective from the 18th of December. This
is estimated to produce approximately
£2,500,000 in a full year, so that on the
above basis the Government is asking
the rail user to bear considerably less
than one-half of the estimated deficit in
1951-52. If railway users had to pay the
full cost of railway service the increase
would be not 11 per cent. but nearly 30
per cent.
The increases will be 10 per cent. in
country fares and suburban fares outside
the tramway competitive area. In the
tramway competitive area the increases
will be approximately the same as the
proposed tramway increases, namely, 1d.
for single journeys and 2d. for return
journeys, with appropriate adjustments
in the periodical fares.
In the case of goods traffic, the increase
will be 20 per cent. on goods carried
under freight contracts-these rates are
now approximately 30 per cent. less than
the ordinary rate-12! per cent. on the
higher class commodities, and 10 per cent.
on all other goods and services including
wool, iive stock and parcels.
LAtfter ,the 'proposed increases have
been made the Victorian rates will still
be lower-in most cases much lowerthan in the adjoining State of New South
Wales. For example, for a journey of
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150 miles the tonnage rate for general
merchandise such as drapery, hardware
and groceries, carried under freight
contracts will be 95s. per ton compared
with 164s. 2d. in New South Wales;
wheat 20s. 6d. compared with 278. lId.;
wool 76s. 10d. compared with 112s.;
cattle 16s. 3d. per head compared with
31s. 2d.; and sheep 1s. 5!d. compared
with 3s. 02d. per head.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition) .-Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is an
important matter-Mr. LEMMON
(Williamstown).Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Minister of
Transport made his statement by leave
for the information of the House. I
venture to say, therefore, that a statement by any other member must also be
made by leave. In view of the fact that
the House has to deal with the remainder
of the Estimates, there will be opportunities during the debate fur the Opposition to discuss rail and tram fares, I
object to leave being granted.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition).-The honorable member for
Williamstown is correct i~ saying that
the Minister made his statement by
leave. It is usual, when such statements
are made by a Minister, to Rive the Leader
of the Opposition and the Leader of any
other party permission to speak by leave.
Mr. LEMMON.-That is something
new; it is a violation of the Standing
Orders of the House.
Mr. HOLLWAY.---lMr. Deputy Speaker:
It is unfortunate that such a matter
should have come before the House
at this late stage of the session. I think
members on both sides of the House are
entitled to debate the subject.
I intended to move that the Minister's statement be printed, and I ask that. I be
given the right to speak to the motion
after the suspension of the sitting for
dinner.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Mibus).
-The Leader of, the Opposition would
have to be granted leave to submit hi~
motion.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-By leave, I moveThat the statement be printed.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER.-Tbe question is that this motion be agreed to.
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Mr. HYLAND (Minister of Transport).
-We do not wish to block any debate
by the Opposition. However, the Leader
of the Opposition has been chiding the
Government all through the sitting that
it would rush into recess without making
a statement on the proposed increased
tram and rail fares. The Government
desired before the House went into recess
to announce its decision, and for that
reason I have made the statement. In
doing that the Government has been fair.
Mr. HOLLwAY.-The
should be debated.

whole

thing

Mr. HYLAND.-The Leader of the
Opposition could do that when discussing
the Estimates?
Mr. HOLLWAY.-No, because tramway
fares could not be discussed under the
division relating to railways.
Mr. HYLAND.-The Government will
have to object to leave being granted
to the Leader of the Opposition to submit his motion, because there will be an
opportunity during the debate on the
Estimates to. discuss the whole situation.
Mr. NORMAN (Glen Iris) .-On a
point of order, I understand that my
Leader has already moved his motion
by leave. He asked that his right be
reserved to discuss the matter after the
suspension of the sitting for dinner. He
said, "By leave, I move."
I ask
that you give us your ruling, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, whether the motion has already
been moved by leave, and if so, I presume
that it cannot now be objected to.
The
DEPUTY
SPEAKER.-The
Minister has refused leave.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition) .-Surely I have already submitted the motion by leave, since no one
objected.
Mr. LEMMoN.-Yes, I objected.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The honorable member did not.
The proper time to
refuse leave is when the member
asks for lea ve to make a sta tement or to submit a motion.
If any
member wished to object, he should have
done so as soon as I said, "By leave."
I contend that the motion has been
moved and that it may now be debated.

Statement.

Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-The position
is quite clear. When the Leader of the
Opposition rose to speak, the honorable
member for Williamstown objected co
leave being granted.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-He did not.
Mr. CAIN.-He did. Later, the Leader
of the Opposition said, "By leave, I
move that the statement be printed."
However, he was not entitled to submit
that motion after leave to do so had been
refused by the honorable member for
Williamstown.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER.-Did the
honorable member refuse leave?
Mr. CAIN.-He did.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-He must have withdrawn his objection because I did speak.
Mr. CAIN.-When the Leader of the'
Opposition expressed a desire to move
a motion that the statement be printed,
the honorable member for Williamstown
refused leave.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-He must have done 133
under his breath.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER.-The whole
matter is quite clear. The Minister refuses leave and that is the end of the
matter.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I think we ought to
make up our minds whether the honorable member for Williamstown or the
Minister refused leave.
The sitting was suspended at 6.15 p.m.
until 7.22 p.m.
MENTAL HYGIENE AUTHORITY
BILL.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis) announced that he had received a report from the Clerk of the
Parliaments calling attention to a clerical error in this Bill.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-On behalf of the Minister of
Health, I move-The the error be corrected by the
insertion of the words "Mental Hygiene
Authority Act 1950" instead of the words
"Mental Hygiene Act 1950" in su.b-paragraph (0 of parag,raph (a) of clause 1,
Part A in the schedule, in the interpretation of "Authority."

The ,motion was agreed to.
n was ordered that the report of the
Clerk of the Parliaments be transmitted
to the Council.
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ESTIMATES.
The House went intoO Committee of
Supply for the further consideration of
the Estimates of Expenditure for the
year 1950-51.
Consideration was resumed of the
vote for the Premier's Department£269,308.
Brigadier TOVELL
(Brighton).I desire to direct attention to the provision of an amount of £16,500 for the
purchase and maintenance of and
repairs to motor cars. The estimated
expenditure is lower than was the actual
expenditure last year. It is well known
tha t each Minister of the Crown has
placed at his disposal for official
use a motor car and driver.
A
similar privilege is extended to the
Leaders and Deputy Leaders of the
two other parties in the House. The
motor cars are divided intoO several
ca tegories. For instance, the car provided for the Chief Secretary is supplied
by the Police Department, an~ for the
Minister of W'a ter Supply the car is
supplied by the State Rivers and Water
Supply CommissioOn. Certain Ministers
do not come within that special category
and they obtain cars froOm the Premier's
Department pool.
The system oOf maintaining and repairing Government cars is totally inadequate and terrifically expensive. Excellent drivers are supplied to drive the
cars, but if there is any maintenance or
repair work to be done, even to the
extent of changing a spark plug, the
car must be taken to a private contractor to do the work. From my personal observation of the system, I think
money would be saved for the State by
providing a garage behind the Treasury
building or elsewhere, where minor repairs could be carried OUit by a mechanic
employed by the Premier's Department.
I know that Ministers are deprived of
the use of their car and driver when
even minor repairs must be undertaken.
It is then necessary toO take another car,
or the State is put to the expense of
employing a hire car £01\ the purpose.
It is not a big item, but it would reduce
expenditure in this direction if a qualified mechanic were emploOyed. Only a
small repair shop would be necessary,
and there would be a saving in time and
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money if that proposal were adopted.
My Ministerial car was off the roads for
ten days when it needed new headlights
because the private contractors were
so busy. I ask the Premier to look into
this proposal soo that minor repairs can
be effected as quickly as possible.
Mr. FEWSTER (Essendon) .-1 support the remarks of the honorable member for Brighton. Having some knowledge of the subject to which he has referred, I think he has submitted a worthwhile suggestion. I disagree with the
idea of having a large establishment.
The honorable member has satisfied him~
self with proposing that only minor re·
pairs should be effected. Somebody may
think the State should erect workshops
to do all repairs but that would be waste
of money and of man po~er; it would
be uneconomical. However, I entirely
agree with the idea of having minor repairs done. The position is bad at the
moment and will becoOme worse. The
fact must be faced that the supply of
motor materials and parts to Australia
is unsatisfactory. A car may be sent
to a garage where it wiU be left waiting for a fairly long time to secure a
small part. An axle shaft, for instance,
would be obtained by the State more
quickly than by private enterprise. If
the proposal were carried out it would
save a great deal oOf money in the hire
of motor cars when Ministerial vehicles
are out of order. At any rate, if this
idea is acted on the Government should
make the salary of the manager of the
garage worth while. He should be an
A-grade engineer. Personally I could
secure the services of two to-morrow at
£15 a week and overtime for a 40-hour
week. They are like gold, but they can
be engaged if a good wage is offered to
them.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT (Caulfield).
- I wish to refer to the item under the

Premier's Department - Payment towards expenses of delegation to World
Assembly MoOral Rearmament-£3,000.
Four members from the Victorian Parliament representing all parties attended
a world conference last August at Caux
in Switzerland. I have no intention of
presenting a detailed report because
members of the delegation are preparIng

2884

Estimates.

rASSEMBLY ..!

one, and it will be submitted to the
Premier in due course. However, it is
appropriate now to make some explanation of the scope of the gathering. An
invitation was forwarded to the Government of Victoria by the President of
Swi tzerland to send a delegation to the
conference. The invitation was accepted
and four members went to Switzerland.
The delegation was unique in the history
of Australia because never before from
any Parliament in this continent had one
representing all parties ever left the
shores of this land for any reason whatever. The delegation travelled across the
Pacific Ocean via the United States and
then went to several European countries
as well as England, Ireland Scotland and
Wales. Apart from the 60 days spent at
the conference at Caux the party
made it its business to investigate other
matters which did not come within the
ambit of the reason for the journey. So
the reports that will be submitted will
cover many other items that we believe
are of great importance to the State.
Opportunity wa,s taken in every country to inquire into housing, transport,
education, milk distribution and other
questions. Having visited research institutes and farms we have returned with
a tremendous fund of information beyond the ambit of the purpose for which
we set out. I think it is' necessary for
members of this House to have explained
to them very briefly the true import and
scope of the conference. It was not just
another post-war gathering. I am choosing my words deliberately when I describe
it as the biggest and most important conference of its kind that has ever been
held anywhere. It has been conducted
on three occasions in Switzerland. I
desire to put my explanation on a cold
factual basis; everything will be contained in the detailed report to be made
available to the Government. The conference continued for approximately
three months.
In that time 9,400
accredited representatives from 70
countries attended; consequently honorable members can gain an idea of the
magnitude of the gathering. During the
sixteen days we were at Caux the average daily attendance was 1,400 representatives from about 38 countries. There
were present 10 Prime Ministers and 93
Lieut.-Colonel Dennett.
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Cabinet Ministers from 70 countries. No
fewer than 38 countries were represented
by Parliamentary delegations.
There were fourteen representatives of
the United States Senate and 60 members of the House of Representatives,
so the Committee can see the magnitude
of the conference in terms of parliamentary representation.
Despite the
fact that the Soviet had imposed a ban
on the gathering, representatives from
thirteen dominated countries were
present. No fewer than 21 of the major
trade unions in Great Britain were
represented, as well as Scottish trade
unionists.
In
addition,
employers
organizations in Great Britain sent
delegations from the steel, coal, shipping,
building and docks industries. Organized
employers and organized labour of other
European countries were also among the
party.
Representatives of both employers and employees travelled together
to the conference. There were delegates
from no fewer than twelve interna tional organizaUons, such as the
Illiterna tional Labour Organization and
Red Cross, and many representatives
from scientific research organizations.
More than 1,000 youths of both sexes
from 91 universities attended the conference.
There were 1,000 Moslem
leaders from ten different countries.
Representatives of every faith attended.
I mention these salient facts to indicate
the magnitude of the conference, which
was unique in its scope. 'Every race.
colour, and creed was represented.
The organization at Caux was faultless. Honorable members possibly will
understand the difficulties involved when
I say that no fewer than 70 countries
were represented and every known tongue
was spoken. The system of interpreta~
ion was amazing. While English was the
basic language used, because of the
ingenious arrangements employed it was
possible to have every word interpreted
into nine different languages immediately it was uttered. Additional interpreters .were available to translate into
other languages.
The organization of
the press bureau was remarkable. There
was a world-wide coverage of proceedings.
Photographs were distributed
through every major press agency, and
newsreels were despatched each week to
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every theatre in Europe and the United
States .of America.
I claim that the
news coverage associated with the Moral
Rearmament conference at Caux has
never been equalled elsewhere. It is not
my intentiQn to endeavour to reply to
certain criticisms about that conference
nor to try to explain to the House all
about that conference in terms of moral
values.
The representatives of this Parliament
who attended the conference also visited
every country in Europe.
A factual
examination was made of industries of
all types-some employing up to 60,000
men. Coal mines, steel works, tanneries,
and motor car and aevoplane factories
were inspected with the nbject of making a detached first-hand examination of
hQW the principles of moral rearmament
were working out where they were being
used in industry. The Victorian Parliamentary delegation will submit its report to the Government. I emphasize
that the delega1tion did not merely make
a "trip" 'Overseas. It made a factual
on-the-spot examination of conditions. I
claim that the scope, representation,
organizati'on, objectives and achievements of the conference were such that
the results to be obtained from the sending of a delegation will more than repay the expense incurred by the State.
When the report is actually in the hands
of honQrable members I am sure they
will agree that the visit was well worth
while. 'Irrespective .of how much one
may read, the only real way t'O learn is
to go abroad and make a personal
examination of conditions.
Mr. RANDLES (Brunswick).-I have
listened with interest to the remarks of
the honorable member f.or Caulfield in
relation to the Moral Rearmament conference at Oaux. I have heard of the
wQnders .of New York and the privations suffered by the German people and
I have now heard about the attendance
at the conference of 93 Cabinet Ministers from 70 different countries, and so
on. But, I have yet to hear from any
member of the delegation the real
message of Caux. Honorable members
have been given all the trappings, but
they have nQt heard the substance. In
all sincerity, I ask that the preparation
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of the delegation's report be expedited
S'O that the House may receive the real
message from Caux and, if possible,
carry it into effect.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-The first
responsibility of the delegation is to report to the Government.
Mr. RANDLES.--'I realize tha't. Public
interest in the conference was heightened
when a delegation was sent to represent
this Parliament, but so f.ar no report
has been furnished.
Mr. STONEHAM
(Midlands).-In
associating myself with the honorable
member for Caulfield, I regret that the
parliamentary delegation to the Moral
Rearmament conference at Caux is being discussed on the Estimates. In view
of the importance of the delegation's
investigations, it would have been better
if the discussion had taken place upon
the report itself. However, I take this
opportunity .of speaking briefly as to
the real message from Caux. The honorable member for Caulfield has given a
very good explanation of the world-wide
ramifications of the Moral Rearmament
conference and the fact that there were
in attendance representatives from most
of the countries of the WQrld.
Tha t
clearly indicates that responsibly-minded
people in those countries are just as
anxious as we are about the future
course of events. Anyone who is a
realist cannot be happy when he surveys
the conditions that exist to-day.
The founders of the Moral Rearmament
organization, in dealing with world-wide
problems, have sought to get 00 the rQot
of things. Broadly, the message of Caux
is that the only hope For the survival of
democracy lies in a rebirth of the
democratic ideals, based on moral values.
Shortly stated, the purpose of Moral Rearmament is to bring about international
brotherhood and understanding and to
make a common-sense contribution to industrial peace. In my opinion, the
preservation of both international and
industrial peace is the mos! vital
matter in the world to-day. At Caux
we saw former representatives .of
Hitler',s army and the French army.
There were high ranking officers as weB
as rank and file soldiers standing t'Ogether on the platform. They informed
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the conference of their previous hatred
for one another. They explained the
work that they were actually carrying
out to bring about a better understanding between the peoples of 'France and
Germany. There were also representatives of hostile factions from India and
Pakistan, and from quite a number of
the "hot spots" in the world to-day.
Many representatives of those rival
nations had dedicated the remainder of
their lives to the establishing of a proper understanding between their peoples.
The honorable member for Caulfield
has spoken about coal mines. On the
platform at Caux one day was an industrial magnate named Hans Dutting
who was formerly regarded in industrial
circles as a very "tough guy" and a
man around whom there had been a
number of bitter industrial disputes.
Alongside him were two former Communist leaders from Western Germany
employed in Dutting's mines. Those men
described the very bitter conditions that
existed in their industry prior to the
advent of Moral Rearmament, which
had introduced better understanding.
Subsequently, we were privileged to visit
a mine controlled by Hans Dutting; it
is the 'largest and most modern coal mine
in the world, producing 12,000 tons of
coal a day. We witnessed the men at
work, but, most important of all, we
met those former Communist leaders and
their comrades and had lengthy conversations with some of them. We were
shown how they dealt with the problems
on the job. Instead of resorting to
strikes, disputes are dealt with on the
job by the Works Council. We were
shown the growth of production and the
minutes of meetings, and also how the
problems were solved. A new spirit exists
at that mine. If it were possible for
the industry of the western world to be
permeated with a similar spirit our industrial problems would be solved. As
a result of this movement, working conditions have been improved and production has increased considerably, because
the workers have a say in the manage-'
ment of the mine.
That is not the only instance I can
quote-others will be dealt with fully
in our report-where there is proof that
Mr. Stoneham.
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the message of IMoral Rearmament is
working in industry. There is proof
that it has effected a remarkable change
in "hot spots" in England where the
Communist party is concentrating in an
endeavour to disrupt economic Hfe.
Precisely the same definite result is to
be found at the docks of London, in the
industries of the Midlands and in the
coal mines of Wales. I should like to
quote a statement made by Dr. John H.
Steelman, former Director of the United
States of America Conciliation Service
from 1938 to 1944 who, in speaking of
Moral Rearmament, saidIt is the most effective single force for
industrial conciliation in the country.

Dr. Steelman is a practical man who was
charged by the Governmen t of the
United States of America with the essential and important work of conciliation,
and his considered opinion is that Moral
Rearmament is the most effective single
force in industrial conciliation in the
country.
I do not wish to prolong the debate,
because I hope that early next session
the Government will provide a full
opportunity for discussion on this matter. However, I can assure the honorable member for Brunswick, and any
other member who has any misgivings
whether Moral Rearmament stands for
something concrete and not just for mere
platitudes, that there is plenty of evidence in various parts of the world to
indicate that conditions have been improved by this force. If the leaders of
management and labour of this country
would come together in a spirit of Moral
Rearmament the results would impress
upon employers generally, and I hope on
the working class, the fact that the
bitter class war tactics that have been
adopted in recent years have been most
harmful to Australia. They have led
to disintegration, discord and disunity
in the approach to nationa'l problems,
and can end only in the destruction of
democracy. But this can be avoided if
we accept the message of Moral Rearmament. I am thoroughly convinced
that we can do what was done in the
Gelsenkirchen coal mine and that permanent and lasting industrial peace can
be brought to Australia. I sincerely
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trust that as a result of the report which
the delegation will present the Premier
will take the initiative in Victoria to
bring about a peace in industry convention which will have effective results.
I can assure the House that if that were
done every effort would be made to
achieve results simi'lar to those that have
been obtained in other parts of the world.
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH
(Swan
Hill) .-May I express my appreciation of
the remarks of the two members who
attended the Moral Rearmament conference? Their statements to-night have
been interesting, and when the full report of the delegation is submitted to
Parliament I do not think the action of
the Government will be criticized. I
wish to make reference to the conduct of the House, particularly in regard
to late sittings. Possibly, as a result
of conciliation, some system may be
evolved whereby in the future Parliament
can sit on regular days and during set
hours. I am speaking particularly on
behalf of country members of all parties
who have to travel to Melbourne. When
Parliament is sitting they get home perhaps on Friday or Saturday and
have to return to Melbourne on Monday
or Tuesday. They have only little time
to attend to the needs of their constituents. My electorate covers approximately 200 square miles, and when the
House is sitting for thre:e or four
months one has to make a special effort
to deal with the various -matters requiring attention.
The average country
member travels probably between 9,000
and 12,000 miles per annum. I think
that, as a result of some understanding
between all parties, it should be possible
to arrive at agreement in regard to conducting regular sittings of Parliament.

I should like to express my persona]
appreciation of the continuation by the
present Government, of the concession
granted by the previous Administration, in regard to air travel. I
am helped considerably in that regard because I am enabled to come
to Melbourne on the day of sitting and return home the morning
after the House rises. However, I ask
the Gqvernment to consider those members who are not able to travel by air

Esti'i1ULtes.

2887

and who use their own vehicles to travel
to Melbourne.
I consider that they
should be given at least the same cartravelling allowance as officials of most
Government Departments.
Money spent on the provision of documentary films is invaluable. Country
residents appreciate the films that have
been made available to those organizations that are in possession of projectors.
When documentary films are available
from Government Departments everyone
in the State who is interested has an
opportunity of viewing them; therefore,
any expenditure in that direction is
commendable.
I also desire to refer to the need for
a garage to be established at which
Government vehicles can be maintained.
When new vehicles are available the
difficulty is not so great, but some
vehicles a ttached to the Premier's
Department are almost unfit for the
road and frequently repairs have to be
effected. Of course, no matter which
vehicles are employed, it is necessar-y
to have a garage at which they can
be given regular maintenance without
being removed from service for long
periods. A further point is that most
drivers of Government cars used late at
night have the concession of taking the
vehicles home. However, all the drivers
have not garages in which to place those
vehicles. I think there should be some
system under which portable garages
can be made available to drivers, or,
alternatively, some concession should be
given them if they erect garages on their
properties. It is all very well for the
Chief Secretary to giggle, but his Government recently raised the question of the
private car that was kept out in the
we~at'her because of the shortage of
garages. I know that some drivers have
been forced to keep their cars in the
street outside their homes. I hope those
poin 1's will be considered.
Mr. COOK (Benalla).-I should like
to take this opportunity of commending
and criticizing the work of the Soil Conservation Authority. Recently there was
placed on the statute-book an Act to
enlarge the operations of the Authority,
and to give it more power and greater
control. I suggest that the Government
is somewhat conservative in the sum of
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money made available for this work. The
Authority is setting out on the important
task of saving the soil, which comprises
a large part of Victoria's national wealth.
It is expanding and with the co-operation of advisory committees which are
being appointed, is doing splendid work.
A sum of £5,000 is provided for experiments and demonstration projects.
An illustration was afforded recently
of what can be done when the problem
of erosion is taken in hand in a businesslike way. I commend the Authority for
demonstrating at the 75 mile post near
Avenel what can be done. When one
passes along the highway it is worth
while to stop and investigate the good
work, which has changed the face of what
was· badly eroded country. To-day it
carries a crop of rye corn. For such
work a sum of £5,000 is not sufficient,
especially when one considers the scope
of the task throughout the State. Few
people realize the waste of soil that is
taking place, night and day, summer and
winter. Occasionally it is realized only
when it is too late. The idea of the
Authority is to co-operate with land
holders in preven ting and curing erosion
of land and siltation of rivers.
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That is why the HoHway Administration
appointed a Minister of Soil Conservation.
I ,occupied that office, and now the
Minister of Water Supply has succeeded
me. At the first opportunity the Government should remove the activity from
the Premier's Department. There is
important work ahead of it. Although
this year the total estimated expenditure by the Authority is £50,000, I
foresee that within 2, 3, or 5
years it will be .in the vicinity of
£150,000 or £200,000. The only criticism
I have of the expenditure is that it is
insufficien t.
There is an item of £10,000 for loans,
grants, and assistance under section 14
of the Act. The most important task
of the Soil Conservation Authority is
to induce land owners to do certain work
with the object of soil conservation. To
tha t end the farmer must be encouraged.
It is notable that the country needing
attention most is usually poor country.
lam sure that honorable members will
agree with me when I say that the
rabbit is the greatest contributor to soil
erosion, irrespective of the type of farming. If there are rabbits on a property
the result is worse than overcropping
with sheep.

Another item in the same division
is £10,000 for the purchase and maintenance of motor vehicles, plant and
machinery.
If soil is to be conserved, as we intend it to be, that
sum of money is insufficient.
The
job is a large one, and more funds must
be provided for machinery and other
equipment. I am not indulging in carping
criticism; on the contrary, my remarks
are prompted by a desire to be helpful.
When the Estimates are being considered
members have an opportunity to advance
criticisms in 'a kindly way, and that
is my intention, in the hope that by
bringing the pressing needs under the
notice of the Government, it may be
induced to allot a larger sum of money
for this work -in future.

I had a proposition when I was Minister, but I did not have the opportunity
to give effect to it. If I had been able
to do so, the Hem of £10,000 for loans
would have been considerably increased.
The Soil Conservation Authority should
be pursuing the same policy as the
Lands Department and the Soldier
Settlement Commission in supplying
wire netting to farmers at Australian
prices. It is impossible for farmers on
poor land to pay the excessive prices
now ruling for netting.
It may be
objected that such help should not be
given to the individual, but the problem
is a national rather than an individual
one. It is impossible to deal with the
rabbit unless the land is netted.

Mr. BOLTE (Hampden).-The So11
Conservation Authority is still under the
Premier's Department, and when I was
a Minister I had in mind its removal.
Without detracting from the Premier of
the day, it is clear that he has not the
time to deal with this important subject.

The Government and the farmer will
be taking a step in the right direction
if they adopt my suggestion.
The
Soldier Settlement Commission is supplying netting at Australian prices under
the rehabilitation scheme to soldier
settlers who applied prior to December,
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1948.
To assist the Authority to
carry out a similar policy the item of
£10,000 should be increased by £10,000
or £15,000. When the first meeting of
the Land Utilization Advisory Council
was held it created history. The heads of
the Departments concerned met and
formulated a policy which, although it
has not the force of law, will be given
effect.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-To which Department do you suggest the Soil Conservation Authority should be transferred?
Mr. BOLTE.-I think it should constitute a Department on its own.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-It would then be
necessary to have a Minister of Conservation.
Mr. BOLTE.-The Minister of Water
Supply is also Minister of Conservation.
A Premier may know nothing about soil
conservation practice, and in any case
he is far too busy to take charge of this
work. The Government has a separate
Minister in charge of conservation, but
when once a Department has had control
of a section it is reluctant to lose
that control. Pressure will be used to
keep control of the Soil Conservation
Authority within the Premier's Department.
Mr. BROsE.-When the Authority was
established, why was it left in the control
of the Premier's Department?
Mr. BOLTE.-It was only a small
section in 1948, when its total expenditure did not exceed £15,000. That did
not justify its becoming a separate Department; but now its annual expenditure is in the vicinity of £100,000.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-If separate Departments or Commissions were appointed to
undertake every job decided upon by the
Government there would be a tremendous
duplication of staff.
Mr. BOLTE.-Why is the Soil Conservation Authority under the control of the
Premier's Department? There is a
Minister for Conserva tion, and the
Authority should be answerable to him.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-In what way, would' you
suggest, has the Premier'S Department refused to co-operate with the
Authority?
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Mr. BOLTE.-I do not think it would
wittingly refuse, but I am not going to
wash dirty linen at this stage.
Mr. McDoNALD (Premier and Treasurer).-You have been helpful, and I
desire to assist you. Can you give an
instance of the Premier's Department
ha ving retarded the efforts of the Soil
Conservation Authority? You can tell
me privately, if necessary.
Mr.
BOLTE.-Certain staff was
allotted to the Soil Conservation
Authority, but it did not get past the
Premier's Department.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I think you have been misinformed. Give me full particulars, and
I will tell you the story.
Mr. BOLTE.-I ask the Premier to
consider my suggestion that wire-netting
should be provided, on the Authority's
recommendation, at a cheap rate, not to
financially sound farmers on good
country, but to those who are trying to
work poor country.
That would be a
step in the right direction and would
assist soil conservation.
Mr. SCULLY (Richmond).-One of
the most important items in the Estimates relates to regional planning and
development. The man on the land is the
backbone of Australia and is the real
basis of our economic system. It is time
that we pushed on with a sound policy of
decentralization. Instead of being merely
a policy, it should become a reality.
Secondary industries should be established in country districts, particularly
those industries which process primary
products.
I do not suggest that the
transference of a small city or suburban
firm to a country town is decentralization. Every effort should be made to encourage both local enterprise and outside
capital to establish businesses in country
districts. With the Morwell and Kiewa
schemes in operation almost unlimited
electric power will be available. Millions
of people could be absorbed in Australia,
provided that rthe centralization of
industries in capital cities such as
Melbourne is -smashed. Regional and
sub-regional centres should be established to encourage people to ;take
advantage of the possibilities that the
State offers. In Australia five-sevenths
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of the popula:tion is concentrated on the
eastern and s'outhern coastlines, leaving
vast unpopulated areas inland which
c.ould be an attraction to 'people who
might invade this country.
I would
urge the Government to take practical
steps to implement its decentralization
policy, to set up industries in the undeveloped areas and, by so doing, act
to the advantage of the State and the
Commonweal tho
Brigadier TOVELL
(Brighton).The budgetary provision for the AgentGeneral's office is one of the m·ost parsimonious and saddening divisions in the
Estimates. The salary of the AgentGeneral is fixed at £2,000, with a representation allowance of a simHar amount.
Members should
realize the importance
of
the
Agent-General's
office in London. Whoever is appointed
has a tremendous job to do when representing this State in London-the heart
of the Empire-and elsewhere.
In
that capacity, his duties are almost
limitless. He must represent Victoria
socially, industrially, commercioally, and
in· many other ways, yet the Government
is asking some one to accept this office at
a salary of £2,000 per annum. Let me
direct the attention of members to the
salaries paid to some who I consider are minor officials in comparison with the Agent-General. The
secretary to the Premier's Department is worth the salary of £2,127
per annum that he receives. I am not
detracting from the importance of his
office, but I am indicating how a parsimonious Government is asking a man to
represent Victoria in London at a salary
rate lower than is paid to departmental
heads in Victoria.
Mr.
MERRIFIELD.-No
Government
seems to lack applicants for the
position of Agent-General.
Brigadier TOVELL.-The Government
is doing less than justice to the State by
expecting a gentleman of the calibre we
desire to represent us in London for a
period of years to accept office at a
salary less than is paid to the UnderSecretary in the Chief Secretary's
Department, the secretary of the Labour
Department, and the secretary of the
Law Department, all of whom are on
the £2,127 per annum mark. The Directv.· 'If Finance is paid £2,345 per annum,
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and the secretary for Lands, the secretary of the Public Works Department,
the Director of Agriculture, and the
secretary of the Department of Health,
all of whom are living in the metropolitan area, are also receiving a higher
rate than is proposed for the important
office of Agent-General. I am interested
in the subject because, as a young man,
I visited London in 1911. At that time
people in England were surprised to
find that I was not a blackfellow and
that I could speak their language.
Mr. McDoNALD (Premier and Treasurer).-They have learned a little since
then about Australia and its people.
Brigadier TOVELL.-Yes, mainly
through the members of the armed
forces from Australia who went overseas. When I went to England in 1911 I
was a pilgrim; I found that Victoria for
instance, was little known to the people of
Great Britain. I do not know what salary
the Agent-General was receiving at that
time, but he was very helpful to me, as
he was to all visiting Victorians.
I
revisited England in 1915, 1916, 1918
and 1919, and I found a great change,
not due to the efforts of the AgentGeneral, but because Australian soldiers
who had visited London had put this
country on the map. The Government
is asking a gentleman of high standing
in the community to establish himself in
London. In order to do that, he must set
up his own home, staff it with domestic
serv,ants, and pay rent, wages and so on.
To properly represent the State, I think
the Agent-General should have a wife to
help him. But all that the State is offering
is a paltry salary of £2,000 per annum
Australian money, which is equivalent to
about £1,600 sterling.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-Do not overlook the
representation allowance.
Brigadier TOVELL.-What of it? I
have inquired of previous AgentsGeneral how much this has cost them,
and each one of them has informed me
that it cost thousands of pounds of
private m,oney to maintain the office. In
the first place, the Agent-General must
secure a home in London and a 4-roomed
cottage is of no use to him. He must
have an establishment in which he can
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entertain leading Victorian citizens visiting England. Visually, before leaving
Victoria to visit Great Britain, every
citizen of repute obtains ,a letter to the
Agent-General signed by the Premier,
saying who he is and expressing
a desire that he be extended the
hospitality to which he is entitled.
I would say tha t thousands of
those letters are issued each year, and
the Agent-General is expected to entertain the people who receive them.
Therefore, the State should provide a
residence properly furnished, and should
employ the requisite domestic staff, to
enable Victoria to be properly represented in the Homeland. Instead of that,
the holder of the office is asked to accept
the paltry sal'ary of £2,000, which is less
than the amount paid to many heads of
Government Departments.
The Agent-General has no spare time,
because he is engaged on official business
from morning to night. In addition, his
wife is expected to play her part in
entertaining leading citizens from this
State. That is the reason why occupants
of the office are confined to those who
can maintain it out of their own pockets.
The time has arrived when the State
should bear the expense, not the
individual. It may be said that this is
a very happy office.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-During the
period, it was not too happy.

war

Brigadier TOVELL.-That is true, but
the then Agent-General did his job most
efficiently. He has since informed me
that he had to dip very deeply into his
own resources. I contend that that is
wrong in principle. In addition to caring
for the social side, the Agent-General acts
as the Trade Commissioner of the State,
and that involves many duties. The sop
,that is given to him is subject to taxation.
It may be contended that his salary is free
of income tax, but that is not so. It is
merely subject to a rebate granted by
the Taxation Department. If the AgentGeneral is in receipt of a high private
income, the rebate is slight. I contend
that the position should be reviewed. I
repeat that the State should provide a
residence properly equipped and staffed.
It must be situated close to London, so
that the Agent-General can extend
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courtesy 'and hospitality to maintain the
high prestige of this great sovereign
State. In addition to the salary he is also
given a representation allowance of
£2,000 Australian, now 'equal to £1,600
sterling. That sum i'S most inadequate
in view of the present high cost of living
in London. The salary and allowance
rates were fixed five years ago, and have
not been increased commensurate with
the increase in the cost of living either in
Victoria or London. Cab'inet should take
into consideration the miserable offer that
is really m'ade to an occupant of thi'S
office because it limits the 'Selection of our
Agents~General to those who are able and
prepared to spend their private 'means
on behalf of the State so that Victoria
will be adequately represented in the Old
Country.
At this stage, I wish to refer to the
appointment that has been made. As I
have 'Said, Victoria's prestige in the
Homeland is not due entirely to the efforts
of Agents-General and members ought
not to forget the great part pi'ayed by
servicemen of the fighting forces from
this State, who visited England in
In our
1914-18, and again in 1939.
midst are returned soldiers with distinguished war service. They can talk
the language of the soldier, and are
entitled to hold their heads high among
other representatives of the Empire's
fighting forces. Yet the man to be appointed to this high office is not a returned soldier. I think that is a shame.
Although, as I have pointed out, the scope
of selection is narrowed owing to the
fact that the Agent-General must be able
tom'a'intain himself and his fa'm:ily out of
his own resources, I maintain that a Victorian returned ,soldier should be
honoured with this appointment.
In sum'ming up, I wish to emphasize
two main points. If this sovereign State
of Victoria is to be represented adequately in the Homeland, the emoluments
of the 'office of Agent-General should be
sufficient to cover all requirements. If
an eligible person must say" I am sorry,
but I cannot afford to accept the appointment," Victoria may not be properly
represented. Fin'any I contend, that
appointees to offices of this nature should
be men who have rendered War service
to their country,
1

2892

Estimates.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr.
LEMMON
(Williamstown).J was surprised to hear the speech of

the honorable member for Brighton. For
many years, the opinion has been held
by a substantial number of members of
this House that the position of AgentGeneral should be abolished in the
interests of true economy and that the
High Commissioner for Australia should
represent in London the interests of all
States. Only a couple of years ago, the
salary of this office was determined by
the previous Government, but now it is
said that it is not sufficient in view of
the increase in the cost of living in
London.
if have spoken to former
Agents-General and they have told me
that their greatest worry was looking
after the interests of globe trotters-the
wealthy people who are able to travel
around the world. They desire to be
invited to garden parties at Buckingham
Palace and so on. I can see no reason
why Victorian taxpayers should m'aintain a costly office in London to care
for the social requirements of less than
2 per cent. of the community. That does
not lead to economic and stable
government.
Much has been said of the work
Agents-General have done in the matter
of floating loans in London. Men of high
financial standing have told me that the
floa ting of a loan in London has generally
been used as an excuse for the Treasurer to go Home. The reason that has
been given has been that the Treasurer
has wished to make sure that the loan
was floated on the best terms. What
was the real position? The whole matter
was cut and dried before the Treasurer
left Victoria. The house of Liverson
was the financial agent of this State for
many years.
When the Treasurer
arrived in London, he was told what
had been arranged, and all he had to do
was to sign on the dotted line. That was
the beginning and end of the value of
the Treasurer's visit to London. I remember in pre-Federation days it was
said that the State Agents-General and
State Governors woUild be abolished.
However, as soon as Federation became
the established fact, those proposed
economies were forgotten. The position
of Agen t-General has suddenly become
a matter of public interest.
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Brigadier TOVELL.-Do not say sour
grapes," because that is not the case.
Mr. LEMMON.--II do not say that
the honorable member for Brighton was
directly interested in the appointment,
but it was seriously proposed in the press
tha t the distinguished Leader of the
Opposition should be pitch-forked into
the office so that another member equal'ly
as qualified-if not better qualifiedcould lead the Opposition party. However, it was a proposition of the type,
that one section of the press has put
forward on many former occasions. The
member of another place who has
been mentioned as the new AgentGeneral will grace the office with
dignity and will carry out its
duties as efficiently as any occupant
Before
who has preceded him.
his term e~pires, I hope he will
prepare a report on the question whether
the needs of this State can be as effectively served by the High Commissioner.
That would mean a saving of public
money.
Mr. FRASER (Grant) .-1 am disappointed at the tenor of the remarks
of the "father" of the House. I presume that he has expressed his personal
opinion, noOt that of the members of the
party with which he is associated.
Mr. LEMMON.-If the matter is tested,
the party will support my comments.
Mr. FRASER.-1 concur in the
views expressed by the honorable member for Brighton. I consider that the
office of Agent-General is one of the most
important positions to be filled by this
Parliament.
Mr. SHEPHERD.--Would you favour
the State Development Committee visiting London to see whether it is or not?
Mr. FRASER.-1n view of the reference made by the honorable member
for Williamstown, if the Treasurer sees
fit to visit London on State affairs he
will go with my blessing and support,
because I know that nothing broadens
the mind of a public man more than a
visit to the heart of the Empire. I am sure
that a visit by the members of the
State Development Committee to London,
as suggested by the honorable member
for Sunshine, would also benefit Victoria. It was suggested that there is
U
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never any shortage of applicants for
the position of Agent-General. Although
that may be correct, it does not detract
from the view expressed by the honorable member for Brighton that the importance of the .office should be recognized by paying a higher salary and
representation allowance than is being
offered at present. The Agent-General's
office in London should be the show
window of Victoria. If the facts stated
by the honorable member for Williamstown are correct it may well be that
in the past we ourselv~s have been to
blame by not providing the AgentGeneral with sufficient funds to do a
proper j.ob.
I do not accept the view that the
Agent...lGeneral occu,pies a position of
reflected glory. It is the one official
link that exists between Victoria and
England, and of equal importance is
the fact that it is the only overseas
office maintained by Victoria. Not only
is the Agent-General called upon to meet
important English people but for the
benefit of Victoria he is required to
make contact with important overseas
visitors to London. If it were not f.or
the fact that London is such an important
centre and that all countries in the
world find it necessary to send high
officials to visit that city at various times
I suggest that Victoria would find it
necessary also to have offices in other
countries. The amount made available
to the Agent-General is £4,000 in Australian currency. In actual fact to cover
cost of living and expenses incurred in
connection with his official duties he
receives the princely salary of £3,000
net! It is well known that the cost
of living in England is far greater than
in Australia; therefore how can the
Agent-General be expected to do a
worth-while j.ob if he is handicapped
by sh.ortage of funds? As a matter
of fact, the whole cost of maintaining
the Agent-General's office in London is
not to exceed the sum of £24,233, which
is a ridiculously small amount.
In my .opinion it is most important
to exercise care to see that the best
possible man is appointed as AgentGeneral. I have no criticism to offer
of the Agent-General designate, who
is a gentleman of wide experience.
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I believe that he will carry out his
duties in keeping with the high standard
set in the past. I agree with the honorable member for Brighton, however, that
he will be somewhat handicapped in
London because he has not seen war
service, which is an important factor
in England. I consider that a returned
soldier would find it easier to move in
the overseas atmosphere.
It is my view that the office of AgentGeneral will be of far more importance
during the next twelve months than it
has been for many years past. In view
of the proposed visit by members of the
Royal Family to Australia in 1952, the
Agent-General will be called upon to keep
in touch with officials at Buckingham
Palace and win be required to attend to
certain details. Again, he will have to
spend a good deal of money and, in view
of the small reimbursement, under
present-day conditions it would not be
possible for anyone other than a wealthy
man to accept the position.
The expenses of the staff and the
Agent-General's office are estimate$i to
be £18,781. It is also estimated that
£195 will be recovered by way of rent,
and it is stated. that last year the sum
of £1,050 was recovered, apparently by
sub-letting portion of Australia House.
In my opinion, if any criticism was to be
offered in regard to Australia House it
would be that the space available was
totaUy inadequate for our needs. In view
of the fact that the Agent-General's
office should be the show window of Victoria we want the most space that can
possibly be obtained. Australia House
is on the corner of the Strand, right in
the heart of London, and is in a good
position for publicity purposes. From
time to time, displays in the street
windows have created a great deal of .
attraction and have proved a wonderful
advertisement for goods produced in this
State. Many primary products have
been displayed with the result that the
number of customers throughout the
British Isles for Australian goods has
been increased.
I was disappointed that the honorable member for Williamstown suggested
that the Agent-General's office should be
abolished. In my view, our ties with
the Mother Country are all too slender
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at present and we should do everything
possible to cement those that do exist.
That is a further reason why I should be
glad to see the Treasurer or any other
member of this House visit London when
any official business required attention,
even if it were only of a minor nature. In
my view the resultant benefit to Victoria
would fully compensate this State for
any cost involved.
Mr. SHEPHERD (Sunshine).-After
hearing the rather disjointed discussion
on the important subject of the AgentGeneral designate and the AgentGeneral's office in London, I! am prompted
to make certain remarks. I noted with
some interest the enthusiasm of the
honorable member for Brighton, who
stated that the Agent-General's office in
London was most important. I do
not doubt that contention, because
I consider that now more than ever
before we want a very active representative of Victoria in London. However, is it not a fact that the Liberal
party Government did a great deal to
underrate the office; did not that Government for two years have an opportunity
to fill the vacancy that existed? After
the former Agent-General returned to
Australia there was great speculation as
to who would be his successor.
Mr. HOLT.-The salary was not large
enough.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-That may be so.
The honorable member for Brighton was
mentioned on many occasions as being an
aspirant for the position. Is his recollection so short that he has lost sight of
the fact that such an important office
should not have been vacant for so long?
One wonders if there was a battle within
the Liberal party as to who should be
Agent-General. If that was the position,
from what we have seen, Victoria has
been saved the trouble of maintaining
in London an Agent-General at a time
when it was most necessary to have the
best representation at that centre. The
Liberal party had two years to select
an Agent-General from its own party.
To-night, members of that party have
said that the Agent-General should receive a larger salary and representation
allowance. For some considerable time
an official of Australia House, apparently
adequately and capably, has carried out
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the duties of Agent-General. He did the
job so well that he is to receive a
retiring 'allowance of £52 a year, which
is small recompense for an official who
has been doing a job so remarkably well
in London as that previously performed
by Sir Norman Martin.
During the war, I was associated
with organizations which experienced
diffi'cu1ty in getting supplies of' certain
materials, and it was only through
the good efforts of Sir Norman
Martin that it was possible to secure
those materials., Two of the municipalities in my electorate produced that splendid publication called Forging Ahead,
but the qiIality of the paper available for
the printing of this ,publication was so
poor that the newsprint could not be used.
Lt was only by the help of Sir Norman
Martin that suitable paper in sufficient
quantity was obtained.
He also
assisted many people in getting technical books and various other things
overseas. It was only necessary to ask
him to do something and he would do
everything possible to assist.
I am speaking on this item only to
direct attention to inconsistencies of
members on the Opposition side of
the House who have spoken regarding the position of the Agent-General.
I am am'azed' a t their remarks.
The position is so important that
only the person best qualified for
the position should be appointed, and
that person should have served in the
armed forces during the war. In making
that statement I know I am treading
on danger,ous ground. However, it was
mentioned in this Chamber.
Mr. FRASER.-That is not true.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-It may be that the
best man available for the position did
not serve in the war, because it might
not have been his province to do so.
The Government might have required
him to remain in some other important
occupation at home, during the war
period. I am not referring to the AgentGeneral designate. The office 0'£ AgentGeneral is important enough to warrant
the occupant being adequately remunerated. It is one which is worthy of the
provision of a furnished home for him;.,
self and his wife in which they can live
and entertain. Although the Hollway
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Government was in office for a sufficiently long period, it made no appointment. It should not be forgotten that
when that Liberal Governm·ent was in
office it was mentioned once or twice
that the appointment of the person who
has now been selected for the office was
a possibility-if certain circumstances
occurred, but they did not. Opposition
members should not condemn the proposed appointee.
Mr. BOLTE.-He was never condemned.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-If that is so, 1
withdraw my remark. However, it was
mentioned that he did not have any war
service. It was said that it is desirable
that the Victorian Agent-General should
have war service, because in the
course of his duties he would
have to mix with persons associated with the Service Departments.
Apa,rt fr:om that, it is not right for members of the Opposition to indicate in this
HouBe that the position is an important
one, and then by their own actions to
'condemn themselves by their inconsistency. If the :position was so important, it should have been filled sooner. 1 do
not agree with all the statements made
by the honorable member for Williamstown. Surely, the Hollway Government
could have found some person for the
appointment. It is wrong to criticize
a person who has rendered good service
to the State, whom it is proposed to
appoint to the position. The office was
vacant for many months, yet no appointment was made by the Hollway Government.
Mr. FRASER.-It was vacant for only
four months, and an election and a
change of Government was in the offing.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-At any rate, the
present Goverment has acted and made
an appointment. Time alone will prove
whether the right person was selected.
Mr. FRASER.-It took the Government
six months -to select him.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-That may be, but
when a member invites criticism he
should not kick when he gets it. The
previous Government had the opportunity to do what the present Government has done.
Mr. FRASER (Grant).-On a point
order, 1 submit that the honorable member for Sunshine is misquoting me. 1
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said that 1 had no criticism to offer
regarding the appointment of the AgentGeneral designate.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Mibus).-The
honorable member is not raising a point
of order but making a personal explanation.
Mr. BARRY.-The honorable member
for Grant said that the appointee should
be a soldier.
Mr. FRASER.-I did not. 1 said that
he should carry out the office with dignity
and in' accordance with the high standard
set by his predecessors. ~ did not
criticize the appointee. On the contrary,
1 spoke in high terms of Mr. Lienhop,
but 1 felt that he might be handicapped
because he had not had war service. A
high value is placed by the people of
England on those who have had war
service.
Mr. SHEPHERD (Sunshine).-I accept the explanation of the honorable
member. 1 used the word" you," which
is not the singular, and it did not necessarily refer to the honorable member.
It is surpris'ing how much interest there
appears to be in the appointment of a
very capable person as Agent-General,
whose ideas, 1 am sure, will be consistent with the good service he has
rendered to the State.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT (Caulfield).
- I desire to say something constructive
regarding the office of the Agent-General
in London. When recently overseas, 1
m·ade it my business to undertake a
detailed examination of the office and
its
administration.
Having
some
factual background and experience
in this matter, 1 was appalled. at
what 1 found in regard to Victorian publicity in England.
There
is a tremendous amount of interest in
Australia and particularly in Victoria.
n is usual for prospective migrants
to ask for inform'ation about Victoria
or the other States, but no suitable
booklets or pamphlets are available
at Victoria House. 1 am not criticizing
the staff of the Agent-General's office in
England; they are doing magnificent
work, but they are limited financially.
Occasionally, one might see a window
display of booklets and photographs of
Victoria r but if a person walks in and
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asks for a copy, the reply received is:
"Sorry, we have not one to spare."
The staff at Victoria House will say
that the copies in the window are the
only ones they possess.
It is no
use sending them half a dozen pamphlets
or booklets advertising Victoria; they
should be supplied with 100,000 copies.
I trust that something better will be
done in that direction in future.
A really first-class publication should
be prepared giving factual information
-not just rosy pictures-regarding the
cost of living in Victoria, the price and
types of foodstuffs available, and
practical inf.ormation of that sort.
Mr. RANDLEs.-The Commonwealth
has a good publication for that purpose.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETI.-The Victorian Agent-General's office compares
unfavourably with the offices conducted
by the other State Governments of the
Commonwealth, which issue appropriate
literature.
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-Is there an office
at which intending migrants can obtain
informa tion?
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-lIt is no
use giving inquirers verbal information,
they should be given a booklet containing the information they require, regarding employment, wages, taxation, and
information on a multiplicity of other
rna tters. I had the same experience at
The Hague and also in Rome, where
Victoria has a migration agency. At aN
those places, the staff are happy to show
you a publication, but if a prospective
migrant asks for a copy he will be told it
is the only one they have. The example
of other States', particularly Queensland
and Western Australia, might well be
followed, because they have produced
attractive booklets giving factual and
useful information, something similar to
the publication issued by the Commonwealth. We should "cash in" on the
present tremendous interest in Victoria.
The State should prepare and issue an
informative booklet.
Mr. NORMAN.-Like Forging Ahead.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETI.-----I dispute
the contention of the honorable member for Williamstown and of any other
.person who suggests that the office of
the Agent-General is not important.
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In September the acting Agent-General
paid out over £1,000,000 f'Or purchases,
and in October he paid out more than
£1,250,000. Those details give honorable members an idea of the scope and
importance of the office of the AgentGeneral which is doing a great work for
Victoria.
Mr. NORMAN (Glen Iris) .-1 wish to
add a word to the concluding note
sounded by the honorable member for
Caulfield. Apart from the question of
purchases made by the Agent-General's
office and its financial responsibilities, I
do not think the honorable member for
Williamstown realizes that since the war
ended the Agent-General's office has
been extremely important in giving
advice to the controllers of industry desiring to come out here to establish new
works. There is no question that Sir
Norman Martin did an outstanding job.
We owe it to him that a number of new
industries have been established here in
line with the policy of decentraHzation.
Everywhere one goes in Great Britain
one hears of the constructive 'work performed by Sir Norman Martin in assisting English manufacturers who contemplated opening establishments in this
State. In the pre-war days, to which
the honorable member for Williamstown
may have been referring, the AgentGeneral was largely connected with the
obtaining of markets for the produce of
Victoria. To-day there is a seller's
market and so tha t section of his
activities has become less important and
the other aspect has taken pre-eminence.

The honorable member for Sunshine
stated that the office of Agent-General
had been vacant for two years. I gather
that that was at an earlier period than
in recent years. So that no one else
will misunderstand the position, I wish
to make it clear that the actual period
during which the Hollway Government
refrained from making an appointment
was four months. In that time it was
becoming very obvlous to members that
there was a prospect of an election. The
Administra Hon was to be commended
for not having made an appointment
which would have been for a long period;
it preferred to leave an appointment to
the new Government if one came into
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power. That is how the suggestion t?at
the Government did not make an appomtment can be explained.
The honorable member for Williamstown also made passing reference to
promises made to returned soldiers. He
spoke of the statement about houses, fit
for heroes to live in. I understand that
the promise was in relation to preference
in employment. No returned soldier has
ever suggested that there should be complete preference regardless of all other
factors. The idea is that other things
being equal the returned :serviceman
should obtain preference. 1 am not sure
whether that applies to all positions,
including the one under review. The
point has been well taken by the honorable member for Brighton that if there
are other men as capable as the AgentGeneral designate, then the law of
preference, if not legally applicable, at
least should have been considered by the
Governmen t as setting an example to
other employers who are required to
apply preference. If the Committee is
of opinion that there are men available
With the qualifications and ability t'O fill
this position it is our duty to remind the
Government that preference should apply
as an example
The hon'Orable member for Williamstown also said he believed the office was
of no importance and could be abolished.
1 suggest that he has had: every opportunIty of m'Oving that the amount provided for the Agent-General's Office be
reduced or even wiped out altogether.
If such a motion were a.greed to the
position would be abolished. If he is
really sincere, 1 hope he will take that
action.
Mr. FRASER (Grant) .-1 draw attention to the salaries paid to the members
of the Public Service B'Oard. 1 do this
having regard to the manner in which
the heads of Departments in the Public
Service have received increased remuneration in recent months.

Mr. McDONALD. (Premier and Treasurer).---Jn the last day or two we passed
a Bill providing for increases in the
salaries of members of the Board.
Mr. FRASER.-I am glad to hear that
and I shall n'Ot pursue the subject.
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Mr. RANDLES (Brunswick).-1 believe that Victoria suffers through the
lack of an impartial review of its public
accoun'ts.
1 am not criticizing the
Auditor-General, who performs his duties
conscientiously, but scant attention is
paid to his report by Parliament. If
we were to set up a joint all-party
standing committee on public accounts
that body W'Ould provide an effective and
democratic solution of this problem.
Such a committee has operated in Great
Britain for 80 years. There was a similar
committee in the Commonwealth sphere
until the depression occurred, when it
was abolished as an economy measure.
The establishment of such a committee
would enable continuous scrutiny of
Government expenditure. The committee
could require responsible State officials
t'O furnish it with details of proposals
to show where economies could be
effected, and recommend increased expenditure if necessary for the more
efficient conduct of various Departments.
Brigadier TOVELL (Brighton) .-1
am delighted that 1 have an ally on the
Ministerial side of the Assembly. As
1 have pointed out on previous occasions,
it is obligatory on the Government to
appoint a Public Accounts Committee
but Government after Government has
failed to do so.
1 have spoken
of the tremendous job tha t the
Auditor-General does. From year to year
in his -report he has asked tha t
the committee should be set up
so that he could submit some of his
views to it 'Or seek its advice in his
work. 1 have a few disciples and as 1
say 1 welcome the honorable member
for Brunswick. 1 have a copy of the
report of the Audit'Or-General for the
year ended the 30th of June, 1950, and
in it he statesIn my report to Parliament on the
accounts for 1948-49, reference was made
in the concluding paragraphs to the Public
Accounts Committee and its functions
under the Public Account Advances Act.
In that context I stated"The plan adopted in the Public
Account Advances Act to preserve Parliamentary control over the Public
Account is based on the continued exist'ence of a Public Accounts Committee
to the Chairman of which I am required
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to report any infringement of the Act.
As no committee has been appointed since
1931, this part of the Act has ,become a
dead letter."
That is the considered opinion of the
Auditor-General of this State---a man
who carries tremendous responsibility to
the Parliament, to the Treasurer, and to
the taxpayers, and yet fr.om year to
year, he; like some members of this
House, myself in particular, has t.o make
a plea which falls on deaf ears. He
goes on to sayI have at times brought under notice
in the course of my annual reports infringements of Acts affecting Parliamentary
control over expenditure other than the
Public Account Advances Act, but no
machinery exists for remedial action, should
such be necessary.
There is an infringement of the law
but nobody can prosecute except the
Government. Then he statesTwo instances may be cited where the
circumstances reported upon remain unchanged, viz., the establishment of the
Central Hospital and the subsequent exchange of property, stores and money with
the Queen Victoria Hospital without Parliamentary authority, and certain transactions
through the Decentralization Fund, contrary
to the requirements of the Audit Act, and
without the requisite authority from Parliament.
The Audit.or-General concludes with
these w.ordsShould a Public Accounts Committee be
again appointed it i,s suggested for consideration that provision should be made
for serious infringem'ents of any Act affecting Parliamentary control over the State's
finances to be reported to that body.
The Auditor-General occupies an extraordinarily important posiUon and yet
fr.om year to year he has to make appeals
to the Government of the day to help
him in the oner.ous duty .of trying to
police the finances of the State. For the
third or f.ourthtime I ask the Government to appoint a Public Accounts Committee so that the finances of the State
may be adequately safeguarded.
The vote was agreed to.
OHIEF SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT.
Chief Secretary-£1,715,869.
Mr. FEWSTER (Essendon) .-1 appeal
for stricter supervision of the weights
and measures legislation. When a Bill
to amend the Weights and Measures
Act was recently being debated in this
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Chamber I gave some concrete examples
of the effect on household economy of
sh.ort measure and the supply of underweight goods. In my opinion the position is becoming worse. I claim that
moOre effective policing of the weights
and measures legislati.on would be as
beneficial to the h.ouseholder as is price
control-in some respects it would be
more so. It is not difficult to gauge
the effect of the supply .of 1 oz.
short in every 1 lb. To the shopkeeper,
that represents an increased turnover
.of 6i per cent. The effect .of such short
measure is considerable when ,many
purchases are taken int.o consideration.
Breaches of the law relating t.o weights
and measures should be punished with
the utmost severity. Some shopkeepers
are quite adept at thr.owing purchases
on and off the scales before the customer has an opportunity of observing
whether or not correct weight is being
supplied.
Another evil which needs c.orrecting' is
the topping of fruit and vegetables. It
has been going .on for years past, but
no one seems to be able to prevent it.
Shopkeepers .often supply fruit and vegetables from the rear portion of a window
display or from under a counter. In many
instances only ! lb. out of every 1 lb.
purchased is usable; the remainder has
to be discarded. The position could be
rectified to some extent by customers
being enabled to select their own purchases. I suggest that the Government
should seriously consider the practicability of stricter supervisi.on of the
Weights and Measures Act.
Mr. FRASER (Grant).-I desire to
comment .on the annual allowance, in
addition to pensions, made t.o ex-members
of the Police F.orce injured in the execution of their duties. If the sum provided
is a indicati.on .of our gratitude to those
men who have been incapacitated in the
execution of their duties, I think it is
far too small. In regard to annual
allowances to be paid to dependants
of late members of the Police F.orce and
Public Service killed in the execution of
duty, I notice that provisi.on is made for
the payment of £138 16s. 7d. to Florence
Barnden. I think that amount also
is far too small, if the recipient is S.oI~ly
dependent on what she receives under
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that allowance. The child of Constable
Robins is allotted 6s. 7d. There must
be some explanation of that item. Possibly the child is now of age and able to
support itself. An amount of £62 19s. 3d.
is provided also for the widow and child
of Constable Bateman. Again I suggest
that the amount is far too 'little to give
any worth-while relief to the dependants
of a man who was killed in the execution
of his duty. I also feel that the other
amounts listed for payment under the
heading of Pensions, Gratuities, Compensation, &c., are insufficient.
Mr. RYLAH (Kew).-The time seems
opportune ,to discuss a serious social
problem which is related to third-party
motor car insurance. The increaSing
death roll on our highways must cause
the Government considerable concern.
This is a world-wide problem and one
that the United States of America-which
country has probably reached a more
advanced stage of development than has
Australia in regard to road transporthas been tackling in a somewhat drastic
manner. My confirmed opinion is that
some drastic form of deterrerit is
necessary to prevent the continual reduction of the population by most regrettable means. The death roll which occurred
during "Courtesy Week" provided a
striking example of the seriousness of
the problem. In one week-end five persons
were kHled in separate motor accidents,
one victim being a mother of eight
children. If the Government could devise
some ·system whereby the driver of a
vehicle who negligently caused injury to
another person had to contribute in a
monetary way towards the compensation
of the injured person, some success might
be achieved in reducing the casualty list.
It can truthfully be said that certain
members of the community are hurt
only when their pockets are affected.
Some drivers of motor vehicles are
completely callous and are unconcerned
about the damage they cause or are
likely to cause to human beings. It is
necessary to drive only a few miles
along city or country roads to appreciate
the number of occasions on which
drivers of motor vehicles, for the purpose
of saving a few seconds, are prepared to
take risks which may involve them, or
perfectly innocent pedestrians, or the
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drivers and passengers of other cars, in
serious injuries. It is extraordinary how
often the few seconds thus saved are lost
not more than a few hundred yards
farther on, because of a traffic blockage.
Mr. RANDLEs.----'Generally speaking,
the bigger the vehicle, the cheekier the
driver.
rMr. RYLAH.-I agree. It has been
suggested that the death roll is caused
by strong drink, which, no doubt, is
often a contributing factor. But, I think
'it can truthfully be. ,said that perfectly sober drivers also take risks which
1C0ntribuite to this problem. To-day,
while travelling along Collins-street,
I suggested to a tram conductor
that in view of the lower speed at which
traffic was travelling probably the
accident rate had been reduced. He
replied that the accident rate was increasing because the drivers of heavy
vehicles were cutting in and were driving into the sides of trams or other
vehicles.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-The holders of
special licences for driving taxis and so
on are also gUllty.
Mr. RYLAH.--'I agree with that contention. I know that the Chief Secretary is doing what he can to obtain
increased personnel and more vehicles
for the Police Department. I believe
that an interesting effect of the industrial
trouble experienced in this State recently
has been to increase the number of
volunteers for the Police Force. Further,
I understand that the calibre of the men
enlisting is much better than it has
been for some time. Good types of
men are "giving away" industries in
which there is constant induSltrial trouble
and are seeking employment in a service
where there is an assured future. The
problem of dangerous driving cannot
possibly be solved entirely by the police.
Inspector Morris has stated that the only
way to stop accidents is to have policem'en standing on every corner. That
may be correct but it is entirely impracticable.
One wonders whether our law with
regard to criminal negligence as it applies
to motor vehicles is not out of date.
Personally, I would not like to see
,lowered the form of proof of criminal
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negligence in connection with most
matters, but I think the Government
might consider the question of whether
some form of criminal negligence short
of the present standard is not necessary
in dealing with careless drivers of motor
vehicles. If such a form of criminal
negligence operated there would be a
reasonable chance that a driver who
took a risk and did some damage would
suffer a penalty. Reports frequently
appear in the newspapers to the effect
that a coroner has found that an
accident was due to the negligence of
a motor driver, but has been unable to
commit the driver for manslaughter as
he was unable to find him criminally
negligent. Further, in most cases in
which a driver is committed for manslaughter there is an acquittal by the
jury, or the Judge directs the acquittal,
because the evidence falls short· of that
required for criminal negligence.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-There is also the
fact that light sentences are imposed if
convictions are recorded.
Mr. RYLAH.-That is so. I think
successive Governments have been inclined to be lenient with a man who
receives a sentence in connection with the
driving of a motor vehicle. It is felt,
and peI'haps rightly so, by the AttorneyGeneral that the offender is not a
criminal type and therefore should be
treated kindly. However, I do not know
whether we are justified in taking that
view at present. A negligent driver
may commit a criminal act and cause
far more distress and loss in the community than a man who repeatedly
breaks into houses or destroys the
property of others. I know this matter
is worrying the Chief Secretary, and I
mention it in the hope that this House
can reinforce him in 'any idea he may
have to check the problem.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-What would be your
view on the taking of blood tests in the
case of drivers suspected of being drunk?
Mr. RYLAH.-I am not prepared to
enter into a discussion in regard to that
matter, because it is a subject on which
I am not competent to speak. I know
that some leading members of my profession, for whom I have the greatest
respect, have considerable doubt about
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the efficiency of blood tests. In my
opinion that is a medico-legal problem.
and the views of the Medico Legal
Society on that subject might prove of
considerable value.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-Do not you think
that legal men are rather conservative
in regard to those matters?
Mr. RYLAH.-I consider that most
legal men are conservative, and probably
the experiences of a Supreme Court Judge
make him more conserv,ative than the
barristers appearing before him. This
pro blem has to be tackled in relation to
yet apart from the question of drunkenness. 1 think there is a tendency to say
that as this question relates to alcohol it
is too dangerous to touch. This important problem is worrying all citizens
of Victoria, and is a particularly live
question in the electorate I represent.
Probably very few mothers in the Kew
district are happy about sending their
children to school by any other means
than leading them by the hand to the
school ground, and collecting them 1ater
in the day. The position is particularly
serious in Mont Albert-road, in the
vicinity of which there are several
schools. The danger is aggravated by
the fact that at the intersection of Mont
Albert-road and Balwyn-road school
children have to cross in the stream of
traffic that flows across that intersection.
To some extent the problem could be
alleViated by the installation of traffic
lights, but that would not wholly solve
the problem. Something more drastic
than that is required. I do not believe
that it can be solved entirely by the provision of more police and more efficient
equipment. In my opin'ion this question
has to be tackled on the basis of a
deterrent, and I suggest a new offence
somewhere between driving in a manner
dangerous to the public and manslaughter, or causing grievous bodily
harm. 1 also suggest that the Government should investigate the question of
some penal form of contribution towards
the third-party insurance fund when a
driver was proved to be negligent.
Mr. RANDLES (Brunswick) .-1 wish
to bring under the notice of the Government a matter which 1 believe to be in
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the interests of public safety. Advertisements appear in trams warning the
travelling pliblic that when standards
are removed from safety zones within
the city boundary, those areas are no
longer safe foQr pedestrians. If that is
the case I take it that motorists should
stop behind a stationary tram. Being
a tram traveller I know that during the
busy periods it is difficult to cross the
road to board a tram. In suburban
areas where safety zones are not provided, traffic is compelled to stop behind
a statioQnary tram to ,give pedestrians
an opportunity to either board or alight
from the tram. I believe a similar· rule
should operate in the city area.
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH (Swan
Hill) .-All members appreciate the good
work that motor transport is doing at
present foQr the economy of Victoria.
Approximately twelve months ago the
Motor Car Act was amended to allow
transports to travel at a speed of 40
miles an hour. However, at present
loaded transports travelling between
Swan Hill and Melbourne can be seen
moving at 50 miles an hour-a speed
which is dangerous, not only to the oncoming traffic, but to the vehicle itself.
These high speeds are brought about by
the need to transport goods urgently and
also because of the high freights obtaining. I should like the Chief Secretary
to have inquiries made in regard to that
matter.
Mr. DOUBE (Oakleigh).-I should
like to direct the attention of the Government to the number of children who are
killed in roQad accidents. According to
figures that have been supplied to me,
over the last twelve months 1,142 children have been injured in accidents and
55 have been killed. I have seen drivers
of trucks repeatedly ignore the N a tiona!
Safety Council flags and nose their
vehicles throQugh groups of children being
escorted across the road by teachers.
It is time something was done about
this matter. I have not got the answer
to the problem, but in view of the fact
that 55 children, who proQbably passed
through the terrors of whooping cough,
measles, and so on, have been killed by
the actions of foolish drivers, it is time
the matter was taken in hand and some
real attempt made to protect the lives of
Session 1950.-[116]
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our young people. I do not think the
flags provided by the National Safety
Council are adequate, nor do I think
signs will overcome the problem. I
consider that an investigation should be
made and means devised toO safeguard
the young lives that at present are being
wasted.
Mr. O'CARROLL (Clifton Hill).Under the division rel:ating to the Government Statist, I wish to direct attention
to the disgraceful and humiliating
scenes that are occurring in Melbourne
every day of the week, except Sunday.
I often wonder why this Government
or some other Government has not had
the courage to grapple with the liquor
evil. I wish to quote statistics from
page 177 of the Victorian Year-Book for
1946-47. The Government was challenged recently to take a referendum
on the question. I predict that if a
referendum was taken on the question of
increasing the hours of hotel trading it
might be defeated but no one would
object to an amendment of the present
hours. The Government must either
abolish liquor trading or abolish the
abominable conditions existing. Hotel
bars are now open from 9 o'clock
to 11 o'clock in the morning, which
is useless to the hotels, and from
5 to 6 o'clock in the evening, when
the discreditable scenes occur.
For the year ended the 31st of December, 1906, the population of Victoria was
1,219,832, and the number of hotels was
3,520. In 1947 the population had increased to more than 2,000,000, and the
hotels had decreased to 1,666. In 1947
there were less than half the hotels and
nearly double the population, as compared with 1906.
Beer consumption
per person per annum increased
from 12.75 gallons to 15.45 gallons,
and I believe the demand now
exceed's the supply. The Government
should legislate in such a way as to
prevent the unholy struggle that takes
place between 5 and 6 o'clock--the" rush
on the slush," as it has been termed.
Let me descI'libe the conditions that
prevail. In most hotels between 5 and
6 o'clock the -counters are "running a
banker" wi,th beer. In addition to getting a glass of beer, the customer graos
a handful of wet change. The sweating
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barman is under a great physical and
mental strain, and the crescendo of noise
is terrific. Everybody wants the barman
at the same time, and he becomes a
mental wreck before 6 o'clock. This
scene can be witnessed nightly in Melbourne, but comparable conditions do
not exist in any other State. In Western
Australia the hotels are open until
~ o'clock, and there is no swilUng emibition such as takes place in Victoria.
There is considerable abuse of the 6 to
8 o'clock licences, the granting of which
is a good example of class legislation.
The man who can afford to t'ake
his lady friend to a flash restaurant
and pay the bl'ack market price
for a meal, can have alcoholic
liquors between 6 and 8 o'clock,
but the unfortunate working man cannot
obtain a drink unless he patronizes the
sly-grog shops. The man who cannot
afford to pay the big money is at a disadvantage, although he is just as much
entitled to his drink as anyone elise is.
He is the m·an who has to be in the
struggle all the time. The Government
should take some action to call a halt
to these degrading scenes.
StaNstics supplied on charges of
drunkenness are clouded by many side
issues. In some suburbs the police are
active, whereas in others people leaving
hotels are given a reasonable time to go
home peacefully.
In some country
centres police have been known to take
inoffensive locals who have overestimated their capacities to their homes.
Then there is the question of accommoda tion. Thousands of commercial
travellers, public servants, police, taxation officers, and postal officials are
forced by their jobs to travel from place
to place. They may have to spend as
long as six months in country districts,
and· some of them have to refuse promotion because there is not sufficient
hotel accommodation in the country.
That is a consequence of the reduction
in the number of licences.
It is a very serious question and something must be done. The Government
should alter the hours of trading. It
must stagger the hours or stagger the
people. Drunkenness is. held to be a
cause of many road accidents, and [
suggest that drunkenness is increased by
the present laws. "Where there's a swill
Mr. O'Carroll.
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there's a sway," and many law-abiding
citizens are forced by the unsuitable
hours of trading to drink twice as much
beer dn half the time. This is ,the principal reason for half of the drunkenness
that occurs. The Government should
either close the hotels or have them
conducted in the interests of the people.
Mr. mELAND (Mernda).-I wish to
renew my appeal on a matter about
which I spoke a day or two ago, namely;
wards of the State. The Government
of the day has, in its wisdom, increased
the weekly amounts paya!ble for wards of
the State up to eighteen months of age
from lOs. to 128. 6d., an increase of
25 per cent., and for children from
eighteen months to sixteen years of age,
from 12s. 6d. to 15s., an increase of
20 per cent. It is a mere .pittance for
the necessary work that is being done.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-That is not the only
Government money the institutions obtain.
Mr. IRELAND.-I a'm aware of that.
These children, unwanted and neglected,
will be the future citizens of this country,
and it needs no imagination on the part
of honorable members to decide what
sort of citizens they will make by comparison with some of the young children
who are being brought to this country
as immigrants from Europe. There are
in this State two classes of homes dealing
with this problem. One consists of
.f.oundling homes, nine in number, of
which six cater for wards of the State.
By consulting the annual report of the
Hospitals and Charities Commission, I
ascertained that the average cost per
child per day varies from 12s. 6d. to
7s. 1d. It is gratifying to find that the
lower figure applies to the institutions
which cater for the greater number of
children.
I have had the pleasure of inspecting
one of the institutions recently.
It is
a credit to the people who run it, but
they are seriously handicapped by lack
of money. The maintenance revenue of
the six foundling homes was £44,197, and
maintenance expenditure £55,274. There
was an over-all loss of £20,396, the figure
for one institution being £15,488. I do
not attribute the whole loss to inadequate
Government assistance. It is unreasonable to expect any institution to bear
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such a loss when it is doing a noble
work for the State. The inmates of
the six homes consist of 103 State wards
and 294 others. In addition to foundling
homes, there are children's homes which
come under a different heading. There
are 30 of those, and they cater for 1,475
boys and girls and 1,022 State wards.
According to the latest report their
revenue is £271,928 and their expenditure
£299,819, showing a loss of £27,891. I
direct the attention of the Government
to these figures, and plead for a greater
Government contribution to the homes.
Mr. HOLT (Portland) .-1 desire to
follow up the suggestions made by the
honorable member for Mernda in reference to the Children's Welfare Department. Together with the Mental Hygiene
Branch, it is one of the most financially
starved Departments under Government
administration. It is significant that the
voteless classes in our society are so
treated. Perhaps the Chief Secretary
will be able to remedy the position.
So far as the older wards
of the State are concerned, an excellent job is being done for them
by the Bayswater Home and the Morning
Star Home, at Mornington. Supplemented by the State, those homes and
others are paying good dividends by
the treatment offered to the inmates,
but unfortunately the e'xtent of the
good work is limited by the physical
incapacity of the institutions to handle
more boys. The Department has to go
cap in hand to the heads of those homes,
which are run by religious and other
organizations, asking if wards of the
State can be taken in, cared for and
corrected.
I have visited the homes I have
named, and I have been impressed
by the facilities they offer for corrective
and vocational guidance treatment. It is
wrong that the State should be in the
position of having to approach the institutions to seek their aid. Admittedly,
substantial financial grants are made,
but Victoria needs a State controlled
home for the correction and instruction
of State wards. In that way the State
could win back to society lads who, from
circumstances beyond their control in
many cases, have become non-constructive members of society. I ask the Chief
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Secretary· to bring to the notice of the
Government the necessity for providing
suitable State controlled institutions,
manned, staffed, and paid for by the
State, to care for State wards.
Mr. REID (Box Hill).-I wish to
develop a point that was adverted to
recently in the House by the honorable
member for Polwarth concerning the
practice of charging a neglected or
abandoned child with the criminal offence
of being a neglected child. This subject
was raised previously by a former
member for Clifton Hill, Mr. Cremean,
and I mentioned it last year. It has
also been the subject of comment by
Departmen tal officers and social reformers. I was heartened by a statement from the Chief Secretary recently
that it is proposed to review the Children's Welfare Act. The problem of
charging an abandoned infant with being
a neglected child could be overcome by
a simple procedural method. I agree
that probably it is necessary to obtain
a court order in such cases. The disposal
of these children cannot be dealt with
otherwise than through the machinery
of a judicial authority, but the stigma
of charging an infant child with a
criminal offence could be avoided. It
is ridiculous to attach a stigma of
that kind to a child of tender years.
The matter could be brought before
the court under the heading " In
the matter of an infant child namerl
" or "name unknown."
Mr. SHEPHERD.-Later that child
might be adopted and the foster parents
migh t know nothing of the stip'ma
a ttached to the child.
Mr. RIEllD.-The procedure I have
suggested has been followed in adoption
proceedings. The court hearing could
be retained, but not as a criminal matter.
I hope that my suggested method of
overcoming this problem will be considered by the Government.
Mr. NORMAN (Glen Iris) .-Often
members deal with many of the problems
that have been raised in regard to children from the corrective, instead of from
the preventive angle. I hope the Government will consider my remarks in this
matter, because some attention to the
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problem of child welfare in the way I
suggest would relieve the State of expenditure which is provided for the
purpose in the Estimates.
In the
rapidly developing areas of the State,
particularly in housing estates, there
is a complete lack of facilities for
children's recreation. I would not suggest for a moment that the whole
responsibility of providing amenities for
entertainment and recreation should become a burden on the State, but by the
provision of suitable facilities many
children who are now driven into crime
or into the streets could receive assistance if the course I shall suggest were
adopted.
We should consider whether the State
has not some responsibility where, by its
own act, it establishes substantial communities within an area and creates
urgent problems that should be speedily
dealt wi tho I refer particularly to
Housing Commission areas. The problem
arises in many districts. At Alamein
within recent years a new community
has sprung up and between 4,000 and
5,000 people have entered my electorate
in that area. In other districts the increase has been greater, because most
occupants of Housing Commission
properties are married couples with
families. That is practically the only
class who can obtain a home after
winning a place in the ballot. A density
of population, principally children, is set
up within a confined area, virtually by
the actions of the Government; therefore
Parliament must give serious consideration to dealing with the urgent problem
of providing suitable facilities for
recreation and entertainment within
those areas.
At Alamein there are no facilities for
children outside the homes.
There
are small church halls which cannot
be extended and the only entertainment
or recreational facility available is a
picture theatre. There is not even a
playing field. Interested parties in the
district have formed a youth club, and
to show their sincerity they suggested
that the parents should provide the
labour for establishing suitable facilities
for the effectiVe working of the youth
club. The Camberwell City Council
Mr. Norman.
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generously agreed to provide anything
possible in the nature of land or other
facilities. The club made a;pplication to
the 'Housing Commission for assistance,
but in its reply the Commission pointed
out that it had no power to assist, even
if such action was considered desirable.
The club then suggested that if the
Commission would sell the necessary
materials the club could obtain the
labour.
It was prepared to meet
all costs involved but again the
Commission had to intimate that it
had no legal power to take action.
I mention the facts as indicative of
the difficulties confronting such organizations. In this case it was not a question
of providing money or labour, but it may
have been a question of making building
materials available. I hope the Government will provide facilities in these areas
for recreational purposes. It must accept
some responsibility for establishing these
rapidly developed communities and
should make some provision in the way
I have suggested for keeping the
children off the streets. It could assist
in the establishment of well-formed clubs
where the children could obtain facilities
for sport. Action along those ;Jines would
go a long way towards avoiding the
necessity for providing money to meet
expenses in the Children's Welfare Department or the penal establishments
and gaols.
Mr. SHEPHERD (Sunshine).-I support the remarks of the honorable member for Glen Iris. Hardships are being
imposed on municipalities in which large
Housing Commission estates have been
established. At Maidstone the local
council is doing everything humanly
possible to induce the Housing Commission and the State and Federal Governments to assist in providing a community
centre. When the honorable member for
Carlton was Minister of Housing he supported the council's plea to the Federal
Government for assistance under section
15 of the Commonwealth and State Housing Agreement, which provides that the
Commonwealth may provide. funds-not
" shall "-for such purposes. Possibly
the Commonwealth Government considered that there would be many repercussions throughout Australia if it
assisted in the Maidstone area.
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Difficulty has been experienced in
providing facilities for social and
community meetings and so on. Many
people condemn the Housing CommISSIOn areas, but one redeeming
feature is that at Maidstone the churches
took a hand. The Maidstone hall for
some time was occupied by the Church
of Christ which built up a Sunday school
attendance of 300 and eventually built
its own church. The Roman Catholic
Church now occupies that building.
Both the Protestant and Roman
Catholic churches are building up
youth centres in the district. There
is not much encouragement given to those
people by the Government and they
desire something of a permanent nature
established. Eventually the municipal
council will have to foot the bill. As the
Commonwealth and State Housing Agreement states that some assistance may be
made available it is felt that the Commonwealth and State Governments
should provide financial assistance. Some
subsidiza tion has come from the State
Government but it is insufficient to meet
the cost of erecting a solid building for
use as a permanent community centre.
Mr. FEWSTER (Essendon).-I commend the Government for having increased the allowances payable for the
Children who come under the control of
the Children's Welfare Department and
are looked after in various institutions.
I wish to direct attention to the financial
position of the largest institution of its
kind in the Southern Hemisphere-the
Broadmeadows Foundling Hospital. It is
situated on the borders of the Essendon
and Mernda electorates and has been
opera ting for more than 50 years. At
present 300 children are being accommodated. They are well cared for and
should become worthy citizens of the
State. In the main, the institution depends upon voluntary donations apart
from Government grants and Oequests.
The last-mentioned have not been large.
For many years, the administrators
were able to show a credit balance each
year, and the first deficit occurred in
1944, amounting to £1,733. The finances
of the institution have gone back rapidly
since that time and the deficit for las't
year was £15,488. The home has been
managed most efficiently by twenty
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women of a religious order, who are
highly skilled persons. If they were
paid the salary that they could earn outside, the deficit would be in the region
of £35,000. There is a danger of this institution being forced to close because it
cannot function year after year in the
face of mounting deflcits. Of course, I
do not blame the Government for the
financial condition of the institution, but
I suggest that it should oonsult the Commonwealth Government to ascertain if,
out of the many millions of pounds being
made available to assist migration, an
alloca tion can be provided for this and
similar institutions. I agree that it is
necessary to entice migrants to Australia"
but it is equally important that we shoulq
care for these children. We should prevent the possibility of the Broadmeadows
Foundling Hospital having to close its
doors.
Mr. RANDLES (Brunswick) .-Last
year, I directed attention to the conditions existing at Pentridge, and promises
were made by the then Chief Secretary
tha t a new deal would be given prisoners.
The last inspection made of the gaol reveals that the promises were not
honoured. I do not intend to urge the
transfer of the stockade from its present
location because I realize that such a
proposition is impossible. Warders have
established homes in the vicinity and
would be loath to transfer elsewhere if it
was decided to alter the location of Pentridge.
I wish to direct attention to minor improvements that ought to be effected, in
order to let prisoners know that they are
still regarded as human beings. In addition, the work of the warders will be
assisted. When' I last inspected the bakehouse, I noticed that the floor was
broken, which made it impossible to keep
the place clean. The repairing of the
floor will not involve a great deal of
timber or much labour. Prisoners eat
their meals in their cells, and are given
one hot ·meal a day. It is brought to
them in a tin pannikin. If a man receives
more than he requires for the mid-day
meal, he is not permitted to retain the
plate so that he can eat what is left over
for his tea. If he desires to do so, he
must wrap it in ~ piece of newspaper nnd
hand the tin back to be washed. 'ro
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cause a man to wrap food in newspaper
in that way is really placing hi;m on the
level of an animal.
Men who are not first offenders sleep
on a type of bed board when incarcerated
in cells with stone floors. I do not think
I am asking too much when I request
that the beds be elevated. The conditions
of the prisoners are bad enough and are
not unexpected when one sees the difficulties confronting warders. These men are
officers of the State and hundreds of
them are passing through the service.
When a staff is constantly changing, one
should ascertain the cause.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-Shortage of staff
necessitates the working of overtime.
Additional warders are being recruited
from overseas.
Mr. RANDLES.-The poor conditions
under which the men have to work cause
the constant changes in the staff. In the
matron's quarters in the women's section
the bath is under a stairway, and there
is nothing private about it. Something
should be done to correct that disability.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-Wo~k is now being
undertaken at Pentridge and more will
be done as soon as building materials be'come available.
Mr. RANDLES.-I am not blaming the
present Government for the conditions
which have accumulated over the years.
If the ;matters I have mentioned are
attended to the staff will· be more contented.
The vote was agreed to.
LABOUR DEPARTMENT.
Minister of Labour-£59,463.
The vote was agreed .to.
EDUCA'NON DEPARTMENT.
Minister of Education-£4,230,697.
Mr. McDONALD (Dundas).-I wish
to direct the attention of the Government to the desirability of providing free
milk in schools, particularly those in
country areas. I believe that the Federal
Government is prepared to make available a sufficient sum of money to pur. chase milk and provide it free to the
, schools. I have as my authority for
that statement the answer of the Minis•ter for Health to a question asked in
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the House of Representatives by the
member for Wan non to the effect
that the Commonweal,th Government
was prepared to provide free the
cost of whole milk and half the
cost of the requisite equipment, but
was not prepared to pay the actual
handling charges for the distribution
of the milk inside the schools. I understand that this Government has refused
that offer.
Mr. LIND.-That is not true. I think
it is fair to state that the Government
is, and has been for some time, compiling
the necessary information regarding <the
setting up of this scheme in Victoria.
Mr. McDONALD (Dundas).~ should
like the Minister of Lands to assure me
that it is proposed in the near future to
accept the offer of the Federal Government. ({ understand that steps are being
taken, but from what I can learn those
steps have not led us very far. I made
inquiries from the responsible Department within the last 24 hours because I
proposed to raise the matter in this
House. I regard it as being of <the
utmost importance that milk should be
provided not only to city schools but
also to those in the country districts.
I have been at some pains to inquire
from the mothers' clubs and other social
centres, of activities responsible for the
welfare of the children in the schools in
my electorate whether it is desired that
the Government should accept the offer
or not. The scheme has been in operation in New South Wales for a considerable time, and the offer of the Commonweal th Governmen'4, which. has been
available to Victoria, should be accepted
by the Government. In reply to a
circular letter I sent to the various
schools" ({ was assured that it was unnecessary for the Federal Government
to provide the cost of distribution within
the schools, and that provided sufficient supplies of· whole milk were
obtained the members of the mothers'
clubs would willingly undertake the distribution. I do not suggest for one
moment that teachers should be responsible for the distribution of milk
to the children. I think great credit
is due to the mothers' clubs of several
schools in the Dundas electorate, because
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not only are they at present looking after
the distribution of milk but are in fact
purchasing supplies.
One suggestion was made, in reply to
the letter I forwarded, that instead of
supplying milk for distribution the
Government might provide fruit. I do
not consider that to be an unrealistic
approach. However, I feel that children
will be benefited by the distribuNon of
milk at the proper time of the day. I
consider that the Government should
take early steps to accept the
offer of the Federal Government to
provide a sufficient sum of money to
cover the cost of the purchase of-whole
milk and its delivery to schools for the
benefit of country children.
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I do not know of any northern suburb
that has developed more than Coburg,
particularly in its northern area. It must
be reaUzed that if a technical school were
built in North Coburg it would serve not
only the city of Coburg but many other·
areas. At present some students have to.
go as far as Wangaratta to receive technical education.

This House is comprised of 65 members, and I have been a member of it for
a longer perbd than 50 of those members,
yet I have never been appointed to a committee; in fact, for some unknown reason I have never been called upon to act
as a teller. When the electors of Coburg
keep on returning me they want something in return, and if as a result of poliMr. MUTTON (Coburg).-The Minis- tical sabotage those results are not
ter of Lands may recall that when he' obtained I must ventilate the matter.
was Minister of Public InstrucNqn in a An anti-Labour Government was prepared to support me by proposing the
former Government he was interested
in the proposal to establish a technical erection of a technical school at Coburg.
Now I am supporting this Government
school at Coburg. Since that time I have
raised the subject on a number of which I ask to continue the plan formulated by the previous Administration
Ultimately, the City of
occasions.
and make the technical school at Coburg
Coburg assisted the Education Departan accomplished fact.
ment to the extent of approximately
£2,000 to purchase land on which to erect
During the ten years I have been a
a technical school.
I understand that member of this Parliament I have not replans and specifications for that school ceived anything from any party. Aphave been prepared, but work on the parently it is thought that I have not
buHding has not yet been commenced. sufficient capacity to serve on a commit1. believe that if the previous Govern- tee, that I have no brains at all, yet I
ment had still been in office a technical ha ve seen members elected to this House
school would have been erected in and immediately appointed to a comCoburg. I want this Government to mittee. That is an insult to my intellicarryon from where the former Admin- gence. At one stage the Minister of
istration left off. If that is not done, I Lands, who is at the table, was interested
shall be in a most embarrassing position in the provision of a technical school
as a member of this House. If I am at Coburg. If he cares to confer with
good enough to support the Government the honorable member for Brighton, the
I consider that it should support me. former Minister of Education, he can
I was not a supporter of the former substantiate what I am saying, and I am
Administration that I am sure would satisfied that the Government will then
ha ve provided a technical school give me a little recompense for the serin Coburg. but II am supporting this vices I have attempted to give on behalf
Government, and I ask it to carryon from of the citizens of Coburg during the ten
where the previous Government left off. years I have been a member of this
I wish to be candid about the whole Parliament.
of this business. It is true that the
Mr. REID (Box Hill).-I .desire to
longer one is in politics the more one raise a matter concerning the practie:e
learns, but I do not know whether or of the Education Department in acquirnot sabotage is being used against me. ing land for the purpose of building
The city of Coburg is flourishing, its schools. I wish to bring to the notice 6f
population is increasing every week, and the appropriate Minister an unfortunate
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incident that has occurred as a result of
the Education Department seeking to
acquire an area of land in Balwyn for
school purposes. On this land there
is a newly built house, erected by a man
as a result of his own labour. He
has been forced to build a new home
because he has to quit the premises
in which he is now living. The erection
of the house was commenced some time
ago. The house will be ready for
occupation this month. Two months
ago he received a letter dated the 26th of
September, from the secretary of the
Education Department, from which it
would appear that the Department was
unaware that there was a house on the
land, because it wrote in these termsA valuation is now being obtained, and
when this comes to hand negotiations will
be undertaken. While there is no objection
to your disposing of the land-

It should be noted that the word " land"
only and not " house" is usedit would be wise in your own interests to
inform any intending purchaser that this
Department intends to negotiate for the
block as soon as possible.

At the time the letter was written,
obviously the house was in course of
erection on the block, but the Department apparently thought that this· was
vacant land only. A couple of weeks
later, the gentleman in question wrote
to the secretary of the Education Department making this cogent pointI would like to point out that I was forced
to vacate the house in which I am living
. and was compelled to build, as a rented house
within my means was impossible to find.
The house I have built is the result of my
own labour, and all my time and capital
have been spent on it; in fact, all my life's
savings have gone into it and to be dispossessed at this juncture would ruin me
financially and morally.

I understand that the block is so situated
that it would create some difficulty in the
building of a road which the Department
wishes to have constructed through the
area. ·My point is that, while I recognize
that the provision of school sites is
necessary in areas such as this, surely
the Department could find some other
land, in which event it would be unnecessary to displace this person. Obviously
. while such an acute shortage of housing
exists, it should not be the policy of the
Mr. Reid.
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Department to interfere with a person
who has had sufficient initiative to build
a house by his OWn labour. Again, this
involves the important principle of interference by the Government with the
rights of home and property owners.
When I protested to the Minister on behalf of this person, the Minister wrote
as followsNegotiations for purchase will be undertaken as soon as possible, and it is hoped
that the transaction will be concluded to the
satisfaction of all parties. Upon settlement,
the Department will consider a request by
the owner to remain as a tenant at a rental
to be fixed for a reasonable period in order to
give him an opportunity to find other accommodation.

The tone of the last paragraph of that
letter suggests an attitude of smug indifference towards the property owner.
In other words. this man is being told
by a Government Department that it will
give him pounds, shillings and pence for
his house and, as a great concession, it
will allow him to remain for a little
while as a tenant in the home which he
himself built. The Department's policy
is very detrimental to home owners.
Surely the Department can find another
site which will not necessitate interference with the rights of this very deserving propertyowner.
Mr. TURNBULL (Korong).-During
recent years, the Education Department
has acquired numerous sites throughout
Victoria on which at some later time
new schools may be built. When new
sites are being acquired care is taken to
purchase areas which will provide
adequate playing spaces for the children.
It is on that point I wish to speak. The
school at Boort stands on a small area
of land which does not provide adequate
space in which the children may play. As
the number of pupils increased, it was
necessary to build extra shelter-shed
accommodation, with the result that the
playing area had to be further decreased.
Prior to 1940, the Department had been
renting from the Railway Department a
few acres of land situated on the opposite
side of the road near the school. For
some reason the Department then ceased
to rent that land and the Railway Department let the property to a private
individual for grazing of stock. Later,
when the chUdren sought to cross the
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road to play football and cricket on that
area, they were told by the tenant that
they would be well advised not to enter
the land. Consequently, they played
there no more.
Some time ago, I approached the appropriate Ministers in order that arrangements might be 'made for the local school
committee, and not the Education Departmen t, again to rent the land from the
railways to provide increased playing
space for the school children. The matter was referred by the Minister to the
RaHway Department, and finally I received a reply from the Minister which
I considered to be unsatisfactory. The
Railways Commissioners desired to continue to lease the area in question to the
private tenant. As both the railways
and the State schools are controlled by
the Government, ,the Minister should insist that the piece of land to which I have
referred should be made available to the
school committee to provide adequate
recreation space for the children. I hope
that some action will be taken.
Mr. RYLAH (Kew).-I wish to make
further comments on the ·matter raised
by the honorable 'member for Box Hill,
whose remarks I support, with regard to
the principle involved. It is an example
of what the Department will do at the
expense of private individuals. I have no
doubt that in this instance the Department made a mistake, as it probably intended to acquire vacant land. The area
in question is of about 5 acres in extent.
The block owned by the man who built
the house is one of a number of blocks
comprising the 5 acres. The allotment is
situated on the outskirts of the area.
According to its own statement, the
Education Department is acquiring sites
on which to build schools in the future,
as it must provide those facilities in
residential areas which are expanding.
I have the greatest admiration for the
Education Department, which is doing a
good job. but its policy in the acquisition
of land is inclined to be heartless. The
owner in this instance was not treated
with much courtesy.
The attitude
adopted by the Department was "We
have got it: you have to get out." In
saying that I am not exaggerating in any
way. I ask that the attention of the
Minister of Education be drawn to this
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case. As stated, by interjection, by the
honorable member for Sunshine, 5 acres
is insufficient for a school and a playing
area. I suggest that the matter be investigated.
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH (Swan
Hill).-The matter I wish to raise is in
relation to repairs to residences of school
teachers throughout my electorate, particularly at Swan HiN, Robinvale, and
Kerang.
Mr. HYLAND.-Is the Robinvale school
a new one?
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH.-No, it is
a group school. During the last five
years, the Governments that have been
in office have done much for the development of the Robinvale district, but at
present there is a problem concerning
land for school purposes. It is always
wise to provide for adequate playing
areas. The Government has been reasonable up to date, and has agreed to purchase, or has purchased, an area of 14
acres. I suggest that an effort should
be made to extend the area while the
land is still available. I think an additional 4 or 5 acres could still be purchased, which would provide a total area
of about 20 acres. The district is expanding and it is anticipated that in the not
distant future about 400 children will be
attending the Robinvale school.
The large number of children in attendance at present is due to the fact that
the consoIida tion has taken place. Roads
in the district have been well constructed
and . much has been accomplished
generally, but I desire to impress the
area problem upon the Government, because it is a matter that will not be
overcome at a later date. It is desirable
that the area should be made 20 acres
instead of 14, because that will be
of considerable advantage when the
transfer has been effected. I realize that
building difficulties prevent the higher
elementary school proposition at Nyah
West from being proceeded with. The
provision of additional class rooms and
a cookery at the Kerang High School has
been approved. Kerang has a bus service from outlying districts as far away
as Pyramid Hill, from which children
are taken to the high school. The
accommodation there is not sufficient.
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The question of purchasing homes for
occupation by teachers has many pros
and cons. I think it is necessary for any
Government to ensure that, as far as
possible, homes are made available for
teachers in country schools, although I
real!ize that the actual purchase ils a
matter that falLs under legislation.
Mr. LIND.---'I shall direct the attention
of the Minister to it.
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH.-I thank
the honorable gentleman and, in view
of his assurance, I shall make no fUI'lther
reference to the matter beyond saying
that if adequate steps are not taken to
preserve the in terests of teachers,
whether m·arried or single, they will not
be encouraged to remain in the Teaching
Service.
Mr. OLDHAM (Malvern) .-1 desire to
discuss the question of the employment
by the Education Department of Communist teachers. The Teachers Tribunal
may have some powers to deal with this
menace but, if it has not, I think the
time has long passed for the Government
to take some kind of action. Not so
long after the Government gained office,
I directed its attention to the fact that
the report of the Royal CommissionMr. Justice Lowe--on Communism disclosed that a number of proved Communists were employed in the Education
Depart·ment. The Royal Commissioner
listed the names of three persons-a
man named Mill, a lady named Old, and
a man called Silver who, not on the
uncorroborated evidence of Mr. Sharpley
alone, were found to be Communists.
Not only was' Silver said to be a teacher
in the Education Department but----1ls
will be seen from the evidence given
before the Royal Commission-he' was
also an active teacher in the Eureka
Youth League, which was also found by
the Royal Commission to be a Communist
organization.
On the 20th of September last I asked
the Minister of Education whether the
names of any Communists employed
in the Education Department were
set out in an appendix to the
Royal Commission's report, and, in
the reply, the three persons to whom
I have already referred were mentioned.

Estimates.

Another well-known Communist named
Dori's McOrae, who was mentioned in
the evidence before the Royal Commission, and in the findings of that Commission, left the Department just before
the Government took office. The reply
I received went on to say that there were
three other persons referred to in the
list as present teachers, but in the absence
of their fuB names it was not practicable to identify them as employees
of the Education Department. I followed
up my question by asking whether these
proved Communists were teachers, and
was informed that Ian Mill was employed
at the State School, Francis-street, Yarraville, that Ellen Old was employed
at the State School, Cromwell-street,
CoHingwood, and Charles Silver at the
State Correspondence School, Napierstreet, Fitzroy. It is well known Ithat
one of the methods by which the Communist party carries on its activities is
that of preaching its doctrines in every
way wherever it finds an oPPoI'ltunity to
do so. Although there may not be in
the hands of the Education Department
any concrete evidence that these Communists are actually teaching their
doctrines openly in State schools, it
seems to me that vermin of this kind
are too dangerous to be allowed to remain in the Teaching Service. The
Minister of Lands has said, "Hear!
hear! " but I would prefer him to get a
broom and sweep the Communists out.
Earlier to-day this House, with the
approval of every member, passed a Bill
rel'ating to religious instruction in State
schools which means, in 99 out of a 100
cases, instruction in Christianity. In the
Royal Com'mission's findings-in which,
fortunately, there is judicial basis for
my remarks-it is set out that no worker
can consistently be both a Communist
and a Christian. I shall not weary honorable members by reading the evidence
in support of that statement; but how
ridiculous it is for this Chamber to be
passing legislation to permit the teaching of religious doctrines in school
hours-a proposition which all members
wholeheartedly support-and at the
same time allow proved Communists to
remain as teachers in State schools. In
one case it has been shown that the
teacher concerned teaohes also for the
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Eureka Youth League, and I have no
doubt that similar cases would be discovered if inlVestigations were made.
In ·many quarters various expressions
of opinion are heard regarding what
action Parliament should take. Yet
attention was drawn in this Chamber
many weeks ago to the kind of activity
I have in mind, and, in reply to a
question whether the Government approved of Communists being employed
by the Education Department, it was
s'tated that the Government did not
approve of it, but because of some doubts
in regard to the legislation, it did not
know what could be done in the matter.
I contend that the Government should
have seriously considered this question
many weeks ago and, if necessary,
brought down legislation to strengthen
its hands. It seems to be entirely wrong
that if the State insists, as it rightly
should, on compUlsory education of the
youth of the community, portion of that
education-even though it be a small
portion-should be in the hands of Communists. I should not like to feel that
my children, whose attendance at school
was compulsory, had to be taught by
Communists; but that is a situation
which the Government is permitting at
present. There are at least three Communists at present employed in the
Education Depart'ment, and-as indicated
by the reply to my question-a more
thorough investigation would disclose
other Communists in the employ of the
Department. The position therefore is
that for many weeks it has been in the
knowledge of the Government that there
are three Communist teachers, one at
Yarraville, another at Collingwood, and
a third holding a good position in the
State Correspondence School, whose
activities cover distant parts of the
State.
I should not be surprised if these
Communists were trying-and succeeding in their efforts-to inculcate the1r
doctrines into the youth with whose
education they are entrusted. The position is all too dangerous. When one
observes the efforts Australia is making
to guard itself against Communist
aggression, one will at least conclude that
Communists should not be allowed to
play a part in the Teaching Service.
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I make an emphatic and strong protest
against the continuance of their activities.
In the Commonwealth Parliament recently a Bill was passed to curb Communist activities in the Commonwealth
Public Service, among other places, but
that measure cannot apply to the State
Public Service although substantial examples of the employment of Communists
in the State service have been given.
The Commonwealth Bill was eventually
passed with the approval of the three
parties-the Liberal party, the Country
party, and the Labour party-and I do
not think that in the final stages there
was even a division upon it.
The Commonwealth Parliament, which
represents all the people of Australia,
disapproves of Communists taking part
in teaching the youth of the community.
Whatever difference there may have been
in that Parliament as to the method of
dealing with them, there was not even
any mental reservation as to the foulness of the activities of Communists.
Under the cloak of being decent
citizens they use every method they
can to overthrow constitutional government.
If proof of that is required'
it appears in the findings of the
Royal Commission.
I hope that
before the item now under consideration
is finally passed the Minister will assure
honorable members that he will ask the
Government to take immediate steps in
order to prevent, in the coming year,
children of wholesome citizens of this
State being forced to attend classes conducted by proved Communists and under
the aegis of the Education Department.
The vote was agreed to.
ATTORNEY-GENERAL AND
SOLICITOR-GENERAL.
Attorney-General, £426,481.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT (Morning"
ton).-I propose to make further reference to a matter previously discussed
on these Estimates by the honorable
member for Box Hill. It could well
hav~ come under the Estimates for
the Chief Secretary's Department and
it is also appropriate to the AttorneyGeneral's Department. The matter comes
under the prerogative of the Crown
because it relates to the release cit
certain prisoners from Pentridge Gaoi
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I am alluding to those cases in which
persons are kept in that gaol after having
been found not guilty of a crime on the
ground of insanity. The question has
been thoroughly canvassed by the honorable member for Box Hill and I do not
want to belabour it. In the United
Kingdom the verdict in such cases is
slightly different. A person is found
guilty but insane. Possibly in Victoria
the verdict is, technIcally speaking, of
a more correct character, since if the
mind of a person who commits a crime
is not directed to the deed he is really
'not gUilty. In the United Kingdom a
person is found guilty but insane, and
is dealt with in ,practically the same
manner.
All persons in the army are under the
jurisdiction of 'military law, even if the
country is not at war.' The position then
is the same as under English law, in that
a person, if convicted, is found guilty
but insane. I now read SUb-section (2)
of section 130 of the Army ActWhere, on the trial by court martial of
a person charged with an offence, it appears
that such person did the act or made the
omission with which he is charged but that
he is insane at the time when he did or
made the same, the COUI1t shall find specially
that the accused was guilty of the act or
omission charged but was insane at the
time when he did the act or made the omission and such person shall be kept in custody in the prescribed manner untn the
directions of His Majesty thereon are
known.

Rule of Procedure 57 (c) readsWhere the finding is confirmed, then, until
th'e directions of His Majesty as to the disposal of the accused are known, or in the
case of an accused person unfit to take his
trial until any earlier time at which the
accused is fit to take his trial, the accused
shall be confined in such manner as may, in
the opinion of the proper military authority
be best calculated to keep him securely
without unnecessary harshness as he is not
to be considered as a criminal but as a person labouring under a disease.

Under military law, both in the United
Kingdom and in the Commonwealth, an
insane person is regarded as one who is
suffering because of a disease. The
Crown possesses the prerogative to extend mercy in certain circumstances, and
I claim that arrangements should be
made whereby insane persons will not
unnecessarily be confined with criminals
at Pentridge.
Lieut.-Colonel Leggatt.
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Mr. NORMAN (Glen Iris) .-1 regret
having once again to refer to Mr. Peter
Russell and his association with Group
Constructions Proprietary Li'mited.
I
have received communications from
many persons who have been swindled by
that organization. It is more than three
weeks since I last spoke on this question.
I remind the Attorney-General of the
three requests which I then made to the
Government. First, I asked that certain
companies and firms which I mentioned
should be investigated under two appropriate Acts-one relating to companies,
and the other to business firms. The provisions of those Acts require that the
Attorney-General shall be convinced
that prima facie evidence is available to
warrant such investigations. With due
deference, I believed that I had produced
sufficient prima facie evidence, because I
did not address the House as a result of
hearsay. I presented what I believed to
be a fully documented case, the whole of
which I handed to the police. Secondly,
I stated that I believed Mr. Russell had
infringed section 142 of the Companies
Act. Thirdly, I alleged that he committed
an offence by signing a document, in Victoria, as a justice of the peace while he
was not a justIce of the peace in this
State.

I will discuss those aspects in the light
of further information which I have re~
ceived. As to my suggestion that Mr.
Peter Russell was guilty of an offence
under section 142 of the Companies Act,
I now find that, due to a technicality, he
is apparently not guilty of that offence.
Briefly, the position is that the law
stipulates that any undischarged bankrupt or insolvent who acts as a director
of a company is guilty of an offence.
Mr. Russell has acted as a director since
he assigned his estate for the benefit of
his creditors under Part XI. of the Bankruptcy Act. I believed then, and I still
believe, that in so doing he proved conclusively that he was insolvent, but due
to a technicality no prosecution has been
lodged.
The Crown Law Department
has intimated that the word "-insolvent"
was inserted in the Act as a synonymous
term for" bankrupt," having regard to
the fact that there was previously an
Insolvency Act and the word might be
used in relation to 'both the Bankruptc~'
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Act and the Insolvency Act. Mr. Peter
Russell was permitted to assign his
estate under Part XI. of the Bankruptcy
Act 1948, only because it was hoped that,
under the careful eye of a trustee, he
might build some houses to extricate
s~me
of the £8,000 of deposits.
It
seems,
however,
that
while
acting under the supervision of a trustee,
he has involved himself in more trouble
than before.
When I previously mentioned that Mr.
Russell had signed a document in Victoria, as a justice of the peace, I said
it was possible that Mr. Russell may
have been a justice of the peace in
another State. I have since ascertained
that he is a justice of the peace in New
South Wales. It is equally true that he
committed an offence by signing a document in Vi-ctoria as a justice of the peace
when he was not a justice of the peace
in this State. Some members may
argue that I am splitting straws,
but I claim that Mr. Russell signed
a document for a director of one
of his companies, in the interests
of a business from which he was
drawing profits. Even if a technicality is involved, I ask the AttorneyGeneral to inform the House of the
nature of the offence, under which Act
it has been committed, and the extent of
the penalty.. I have been told that the
Crown Law Department does not intend
to launch a prosecution for this offence,
yet I am assured that an offence has been
committed.
In regard to my request for a special
investigation of certain companies and
firms with which Mr. Russell is connected, I am appalled-and I am sure the
public will be appalled-at the circumstances of this case, which may well
prove to be the greatest housing scandal
in the history of Victoria. There is evidence that the deposits paid might exceed
£200,000. I have received from many
people, letters which give details of receipts issued by these organizations. The
total value of those receipts amounts to
many thousands of pounds. Furthermore I am informed, on good authority,
that 300 depositors are involved in relation to the" Paris" homes and 400 in
respect of prefabricated houses that are
supposed to be built in the suburbs of
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Melbourne. Taking a fair average of the
deposits of which I have evidence, an
enormous sum of money will be involved.
I have heard of the most appalling
instances of hardship. Mr. Russell seems
to have taken particular interest in those
immigrants who had hoped they would
find in this country honest persons with
whom they cculd deal. Most of the
victims were desperately eager to secure
housing accommodation, and they proved
easy marks for a scoundrel such as he.
One victim was a crippled widow from the
first world war who had been brought
from England by her son and daughter
in law. From the modest sum she had
saved as a result of conducting a small
retail business, she paid a 'deposit of £300
on a Peter Russell house. Six months
later, after begging Russell to give her
some accommodation in return for her
money, he pitched such a plausible story
about his difficulties that she gave him
another £200. That woman now has lost
every penny she brought to Australia
and is living in a shed at the rear of a
house with her son, daughter in law, and
their child.
I have particulars relating to an elderly
lady who came to Australia with her son
and paid a depcsiton the understanding
that the house to be built by Group Constructions Proprietary Limited would be
accepted by the local council in the
Al ton a area.
Upon pres en ting to the
council the plans-all that she obtained
from the company and for which she
paid an extra £10 10s.-she was advised
that the house would not comply with
the standard required by the municipality. For fifteen months past she has
sought a refund of her deposit. She says
that her son, who was injured during the
war, has paid to Peter Russell the whole
of the money he received from the
Government as compensation.
This
woman cannot get back her money nor
can she secure a house. I have before
me a letter from a returned soldier which
reads, inter aliaI am a returned soldier with many years
armed service, including every minute of
the duration of the last war. The money
represented my war gratuity and savings.
My wife, a late victim of poliomyelitis, is in
a state of nervous debility caused by the
anxiety resulting from our unfortunate
transaction.
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The worst feature is that deposits have nor the firm of chartered accountants of
been taken by Mr. Russell since I raised which I am a member have any client
the matter in the House three weeks ago, who carries on business in opposition to
and they are still being accepted by him. this firm and I am not in any way emMr. WHITE (Mentone).-'Surely people ployed by a firm carrying on housing
activities similar to those supposed to be
read the newspapers.
carried out by this company.
Mr. NORMAN.-I remind the House
If the Attorney-General requires any
that recently in this Chamber one honorable member raised this very matter evidence of fraud -or false representation
on an adjournment motion without know- r direct his attention to letters which I
ing that it had already been referred to have received and handed on to the
on that motion. If Parliamentarians -police. This man has written letters to
are unaware of what is taking place, people stating that garages would be
even though publicity has been given to available within seven days after the
the matter, there is ample excuse for receipt of a final payment. From six
members of the general public to be weeks to three months later after having
_fooled. From inquiries I have made, I made the final payment some people
can say that the eompanies in which Mr. have received letters informing them
Russell is interested have no tangible that material has not yet been received
assets. I have challenged Mr. Russell from Japan because the boat on which it
to produce evidence to prove that he has was being carried had been damaged
paid into trust accounts the deposits he as a result of the Korean activity. Apart
has received from clients, but he has from the stupidity of the excuse I sugbeen unable to assure me that he has done gest that any man who writes to a
so. I challenge him to produce any person and extracts payment from him
evidence of assets being available which by a forthright statement that he has
might protect his depositors. The fact something available which will be
that he is behind -in his payments for delivered in seven days and then admits
group tax, which constitutes trust in writing, six weeks to three months
money received from his employees for later, he has not yet got the materials
their ineome tax week by week, is available has held out fraudulent missurely prima facie evidence that the com- representation to obtain the money.
pany has no funds available to meet its
I would point out that after three
depositors. In that case, I believe the weeks no statement has yet been made
Attorney-General has sufficient prima by the Government or the Attorneyfacie evidence to order an investigation, General except the statement made last
without even going further.
week, when the matter was again raised
After I challenged him this individual by the honorable member for Wonthaggi,
had the effrontery to say that I would be that the investigation was proceeding.
responsible for the breaking up of his In case members are under any miscompany and the depositors losing their apprehension, the investigation to which
money. That did not seem to give any reference is made is to decide whether
satisfactory assurance that he had there shall be any investigation. I asked
enough trust funds available to pay the that a special investigation should be
depositors, because, according to the made under the two appropriate Acts.
report in the paper, he stated that the What is proceeding at present, and
depositors would lose their money if the apparently has not yet been completed,
company went into liquidation at this is an investigation to decide whether the
time. I might also inform members that Attorney-General has the prima facie
a statement was made and was evidence to order an investigation. I
also posted up in his office that contend that evidence was available when
I made these allegations in Parlia- I presented the facts to the House. Some
ment because I was employed by depositors have written to me suggesting
an opposition company and was en- that somehow or other I could not have
deavouring to get business from him for been certain of my grounds or surely the
the other company on whose behalf I Government would have taken some
made these allegations. Neither myself action to help them. Both the depositors
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and the public are perturbed by the fact restricted in the use she may make of
Very
that this sort of thing can go on un- property left by her husband.
checked and they are demanding that often she cannot put that property,
action should be taken by the Govern- whether it is a house or money, to the
ment. I invite the Attorney-General to best use because she is bound to hold
take some prompt action either to re" two-thirds of it in trust for the children
assure depositors that there is nothing in until they reach the age of 21 years.
what I have said or to ensure that some I propose to hand to the Attorney..
investigation will be made. I ask him General papers on this subject that have
particularly not to allow the House to go been prepared by Mr. Paul Nunan, a
into a long recess, probably for six practising solicitor and a former memmonths, with the depositors remaining in ber of the Oouncil of the Law Institut~
the uncertain position of not knowing and arlso by Mr. A. J. Scurry, a barrister
whether they will receive anything. I practising in Equity Chambers. I should
believe they will get nothing. There is like the honorable gentleman to investithe further fact that deposits are still gate this question with the view
being accepted. I believe it is fair to say possibly of bringing the matter before
that anyone who permits this company the Statute Law Revision Committee,
or the individuals connected with it to of which he is chairman, or taking
accept further deposits after all the some such course of action with a
allegations that have been made must be view to bringing about some revision of
held and judged responsible by people the law that will provide assistance to
who might be caught from now on.
widows left in necessitous circumstances.
The second matter to which I shall
Mr. REID (Box Hill).-I wish to
direct attention to two matters under the refer concerns the question that has been
administration of the Attorney-General. raised by the honorable member for
The first concerns a question of consider- Glen Iris in regard to frauds committed
able concern to the relatives of persons by various individuals acting under cover
of limited means who die intestate. of companies. A serious situation exists
Under the present law of intestacy if a at present, and I have been asked to
man dies leaving a widow and children bring to the notice of the Attorneyhis estate is divided in the proportion General the aotivities of a building
of one-third to the widow and two-thirds com'pany that is accepting deposits from
to the children. That is a long-standing people and entering into contracts for
provision of the law but it imposes a the construction of houses. The posigreat hardship on a widow of limited tion is that after the deposits are taken
means. By virtue of the fact that two- the contracts are left incomplete and
thirds of the estate must be preserved the unfortunate person, who is a wouldfor the children until they attain the age be home owner, is left in the lurch by
of 21 years, a widow may be placed in a reason of the fact that he has paid a
difficult financial position during the time subs'tantial deposit and the building con..
the children are growing and reach the struction oompany does not proceed
age of 21 years.
with the completion of i,ts task. Many
such
concerns are operating in this
This problem has been the subject of
amending legislation in England and also community.
in some States of Australia, the object
The honorable member .for Glen IriS
being that subject to the discretion of a recently gave an example of grievous
Judge or some official of the court 'the action on behalf of .a certain company,
widow may use a certain portion of the but I doubt whether it is appropriate to
capital, which would otherwise be held raise so many of these matters in this
in trust for the children until attaining Parliament. There is a grave danger
their majority, for the actual provision that Parliament will be turned into a
of necessi Nes while the children are still . sort of grand jury of inquisition into the
young. For instance, it may be neces- affairs of all sorts of companies. It is
sary to provide a house. This question true that they may he nefarious con..
concerns a large group of people at cerns and I am not challenging the right
present. As the law stands a widow is of members to menU-on these matters.
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However, if we adopt the practice of
raising them in Parliament a great deal
of time will be spent in ventilating disputes between individuals. Surely the
remedy is to tighten up the machinery
of the Crown Law Department to deal
with these matters. I have reason tv
believe that the machinery of that
Department in regard to this subject is
somewhat haphazard because no particular officer is actually charged with
the duty of investigating any of these
concerns.
On the question of frauds by companies, I wish to direct attention to a
cogent article that appeared in the
Herald of last Saturday. Attention is
drawn to the existence of what is known
as the Company Frauds Squad of Scotland Yard. The substance of the article
isYou have heard of Scotland Yard's flying
squad, but now meet the fraud squad. Every
one knows the C.I.D.-the Criminal Investigation Department-but few people have
heard of the C.F.D.-the Company Frauds
Department.

It is an interesting article on the sub-

ject of Scotland Yard having recently
set up an organization to deal with company frauds. Surely the remedy for the
various matters raised by the honorable
member for Glen Iris and other members of the House regarding company
frauds does not lie in persistently renewing the subject in this House. The
fact that members have to raise the subject time after time in this House suggests that there is som'ething lacking in
the administration of the Law Department and the Police Force. The fact is
that the Government has not the proper
machinery to deal with this class of
fraud.
The honorable member for Glen Iris
gave an example of a company which
is preying on the people's necessities in
the matter of houses. The instance
which I have arranged to bring to
the' Attorney-General's notice involves
another building company of a similar
nature, which is taking deposits from
people, is undertaking to erect houses,
but is not carrying out its contracts.
Everyone knows that there is a housing shortage, and the fact is that these
Mr. Reid.
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vultures are preying on ·people who are
suffering from the lack of houses. After
the first world war, vultures in the real
estate busines. sought to make profits out
of quick turn-overs in land, and legislation was passed to deal with fraudulent
estate agents. Just as the necessity for
such legislation existed then, so does the
necessity exist now for the AttorneyGeneral and the Chief Secretary to
crea te the necessary machinery to deal
with company frauds.
As to the particular company to which
my attention has been drawn, I propose
to bring it under the notice of the
Attorney-General. I suggest to him and
to the Chief Secretary that they should
give consideration to creating something
analagous to the Scotland Yard machinery for dealing with this type of crime.
If a remedy is not provided this
Assembly wHI be turned into a place for
ventHating grievances relating to business frauds, and honorable members will
be constituted a grand jury to inquire
into every class of fraud. The AttorneyGeneral should consider whether the
administration of the Law Department is
adequate to· the task of dealing with this
matter, and if he finds that it is not I
urge that he should, in conjunction with
the Chief Secretary, set up effective
machinery for the purpose.
The s'itting was suspended at 12.23
a.mOo (Friday) until 12.57 a.m.

Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH
(Swan
HiU).-I wish to refer to the conduct of
small gambling games, including raffles,
on behaU of local charities. Many
people have approached me recently in
respect of New Year's Day sports. In
connection with the sports meeting to be
held at Nyah West it is desired to hold
a raffle and to operate a spinning wheel.
I suggest that it would be advantageous
if 1:he authority to deal with such applications was the local police. It would
save the Attorney-General's Department
a large amount of trouble. The police
could check whether certain required
facilities existed before issuing the permit. At Nyah West it is usual to hold
a charity spbrts meeting on New Year's
Day in aid of the local hospital, and from
memory I should say that £450 was
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Mr. NORMAN (Glen Iris}.-I should
like to make a personal explanation
regarding a statement I made prior to
the suspension of the sitting for supper.
I fear I may have done the honorable
member for Wdnthaggi an injustice.
Mr. FRASER (Grant}.-I associate I implied, even if I did not state directly,
myself with the concern expressed by the that he had referred to the Group Conhonorable member for Glen Iris at the structions Proprietary Limited and Mr.
lack of any evidence that the Govern- Peter Russell Clarke without knowing at
ment is taking action to inquire into the the time that I had raised this matter
operations of Group Constructions Pro-- in the House previously. The Hansard
prietary Limited. This matter has been report discloses that the honorable memeffectively dealt with previously by the ber for Wonthaggi said in effect- II This
honorable member for Glen Iris. Recently matter has been given much publicity in
I directed attention in the House to a this House and the press." Therefore it is
transaction between Group Construc- obvious I was wrong in my implication
tions Proprietary Limited and a widow at that he was unaware that the question
Deer Park. She had paid £25 deposit and had been raised previously. I apologize
then an additional £50 for a garage and for any injustice I may have done to him.
was promised prompt delivery. N otMr. DON (Elsternwiek).- I believe
withstanding the fact that she has a
receipt for the money paid and the final this is the correct division of the Estipayment was made in May of this year rna tes under which I can criticize the
she is still awaiting completion of the actions of the Attorney-General. The
contract. On the 8th of November she Ski Club of Victoria, a name not unreceived a further communication from familiar to some members, during the
the company apologizing for the delay term of office of the Hollway Government
and emphasizing the difficulty in obtain- obtained a grant of land in the Bogong
ing iron to cope with orders. The com- area on which it intended to erect a
pany concluded by saying that if she war memorial ski lodge. A permit for
would forward a further £15 prompt the building had been obtained, I believe
justifiably, in view of the fact that it
delivery would be given.
was proposed to use local material and
Sufficient facts have been supplied volunteer labour. I doubt if anyone
in the House to indica te to the would query the bona fides of the club,
Attorney-General that the activities which is a body of long standing and
of this company are far from satis- recognized as the controlling authority
factory.
I had hoped that after of the sport in this State. The then
the disclosures made by the honorable honorable mem-ber for Benambra, who
member for Glen Iris the Attorney- is now Attorney-General, opposed the
General would have indicated what, idea that the club should be given land
if any, action he contemplated taking in in the Bogong area, preferring that i~
connecti.on with these matters. I shall should be granted to the Sydney Unihand the Attorney-General my file on versity Ski Club. I do not know why he
this question, in which the facts are should have preferred a grant of Vicconcisely covered. It includes corres- torian land to be made to a club
pondence which has passed between the associated with another State. It was
widow and the company. I made personal suggested by the present Attorney-Generepresentations on her behalf and I can ral that the Sydney University Ski Club
confirm what is in the file. I ask the should be given a portion of the land
Attorney-General to hand the file to a that had been set aside for the Ski Club
responsible' member of his. staff for of Victoria as a war memorial ski centre .
investigation, either to ensure a speedy which would make the grant to the latter
completion of the contract, or, if that is club almost useless. It is apparent from
not possible, to indicate what action the actions of the Attorney-General, and
should be taken to bring the company to a letter he wrote that he was completely
out of harmony with the Victorian club.
judgment.

netted from the effort last year. If the
Government intends to relax control of
raffles and other small gambling games,
it should also place control in the hands
of the local police.
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Mr. HYLAND.-Of course, this would
not be a political attack! Is the secretary of the Ski Club of Victoria a relative
of a member of this House, or a business
acquaintance?
Mr. DON.-I do not think so.
Mr. NORMAN.-~O whom does the
Minister of Transport refer?
Mr. OON.-I know what the Minister
of Transport is alluding to. I have not
been prompted by any member of this
House to raise this question. On the
contrary, I asked if the member concerned had any informa tion on the
subject and was told that he was too
busy with other things. I was asked to
bring the matter before the House by a
constituent who takes an active interest
in the Ski Club of Victoria and i3 con·
cerned about the way in which the
Attorney-General has dealt with that
club. It is significant that since this
Government took office the permit to the
Victorian club has been cancelled and I
doubt whether the grant of land has been
finalized.
Mr. HYLAND (Minister of Transport).-On a point of order: This is a
personal attack on the Attorney-General,
actuated by political motives. Is the
honorable member for Elsternwick in
order in referring to ski clubs under this
division of the Estimates, which contains
no reference to ski clubs?
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Mibus).From what I can gather there. is a
reference to a transfer of land which
must be approved by the AttorneyGeneral.
Mr. MITCHELL.-It is a permissive
occupancy grant from the Lands Department.
The CHAIRMAN.-I had in mind a
question on notice directed to the
Attorney-General on this matter and I
naturally concluded that his Department
had something to do with it.
Mr. DON (Elsternwick).-I shall not
again touch on that aspect, but I shall
come immediately to the relevant part of
my remarks so far as they concern the
Attorney-General. What I have previously said fits into a pattern of events
which, I consider, can be mentioned
under this division of the Estimates.
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Recently the Ski Club of Victoria forwarded a brochure to its members inviting them to take out debentures in the
club. As a member of the Ski Club of
Victoria the Attorney-General received
a copy of the brochure, which he
immedia tely referred to the Crown
Solicitor for an opinion as to whether
it contravened the Companies Act with
respect to share hawking.
Mr. HYLAND.-Was he not acting
wi thin his powers in so doing?
Mr. DON.-The Attorney-General did
not personally refer the matter to the
Crown Solicitor ·but acted through the
secretary of the Law Department. The
Crown Solicitor expressed the opinion
that no offence had been committed, but
as is usual in legal opinions, he traversed
every possible aspect of the case and
reported.
that possibly an offence could be disclosed
if it was shown that the Ski Club had in·
tentionally sent the brochure out to people
who were not members of the club
deliberately with a view to obtaining subscriptions from them.

The Attorney-General, did not have one
tittle of evidence that that had been done.
All he had received was the brochure
that had been sent to him as a member
I hope the Minister of
of the club.
Transport is not aSSOCiating with the
Attorney-General in this matter, because
I do not think the Minister of Transport
can admire what has been done.
The Attorney-General then wrote tv
the Ski Club of Victoria saying, in
effect-" My attention has been drawn to
a brochure," and nothing was further
from the truth. He then practically invited the club to admit that it had committed an offence, and to say that it had
deliberately sent brochures to people
who were not members of the club
with a view to obtaining subscripThat seems a
tions from them.
peculiar way for the Attorney-General
to carry out the duties of his office,
to invite people to admit that they
had committed an offence. His attention
has been drawn to many subjects that
warrant urgent investigation; prima
facie cases have been made out from
which it would appear that an investigation could be reasonably undertaken, but
the Attorney-General has done either
nothing or next to nothing about
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them.
In hiS' private capacity as
a member of the Ski Club of
Victoria, however, he received a copy 01
the· brochure inviting him to take out
debentures in his own club for a worthwhile cause and, acting on that alone,
he immediately started a muck-raking
campaign.
By a question en notice
standing in my name the AttorneyGeneral was to-day askedWhether an application has been made to
register the Ski Club of Victoria War
Memorial Ski Centre; if so-(a) when the
application was made; (b) whether the
Crown Solicitor recommended the approval
of the application; if so, when; (c) whether
he proposes to approve the application; if so,
when; if not, why; and (dr if he will lay
on the table of the Library the file relating
to the application?

The answer to (a) was that application
for registration had been made on the 6th
of June, 1950. The answer to (b) was
the 20th of July, 1950. In effect, that
is a period of .one month and two weeks
from the date .on which the applicati.on
was received;
I asked the AttorneyGeneral whether he pr.oposed to approve
the application.
His answer was, "I
cannot yet say whether 'I will issue my
licence as I have n.ot yet completed consideration of the matter." I then asked
him if he would lay the file on the table
of the Library, to which he replied,
.. No; as I require the file in order
to complete my consideration .of the
application. However, the file can be
inspected by the honorable member at
the 'Law Offices, if he S.o desires."
I
cannot understand why the AttorneyGeneral refused to lay the file on the
table of the Library. Obviously he did
not want to consider the matter to-day.
As a matter of custom the file would lie
on the table only for a day.
Mr. HYLAND.-Fourteen days.
,Mr. DON.-If that is the case, why
did the A ttorney-General previously take
away a file after only twelve hours?
Mr. HYLAND.-He may have required
it.
Mr. DON.-Previ.ously, the AttorneyGeneral made available 'a file in relation
to share hawking, and that file was
taken from the library after only twelve
hours. On this occasion, -the AttorneyGeneral is not prepared even to make
available a file which I have requested.
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Mr. LIND.-He does not trust you.
Mr. DON.-An application for registra tion has been made by a worthwhile organization in relation to the
war memorial ski centre. The application apparently is in order and has been
in order since the 20th of July, this
year. At this date-four and a half
months later-the Attorney-General has
not brought the matter to finality. The
most he will say is that he has not yet
completed consideration of the application. I have directed attention to three
items, first, the question of a building
permit, secondly, the share hawking
aspect, and thirdly, the apparent refusal
t.o register the organization. I claim
they constitute a pattern of events indicating antagonism towards the Ski
Club of Victoria. The obvious deduction
is that the Attorney-General has allowed
a personal disagreement to influence him
in the discharge of his official duties.
Evidently he has a grudge against the
Ski Club of Victoria and on every occasion he seeks to inconvenience and em·
barrass that organization. That is scant
justice. Apparently 1 have touched the
Government .on a sore spot. I make no
apology f.or attacking the AttorneyGeneral, who apparently is victimizing
an organization with which he disagrees. I believe this is a grave mis..
carriage of justice, and I hope that the
Premier, wh.o has remained silent
thr.oughout my speech, will have the
courtesy to look int.o the matter.
Mr. WHITE (Mentone).-I feel sure
that the ·amount provided in the
Estimates will not be sufficient to ad·
minister the Prices Branch during the
current year.
I am certain that the
weight of public opinion during the next
few m.onths will be such that a further
amount win have to be expended on
the administration of that Branch.
I believe the public will revolt against
the increasing c.ost of living. I take up
the cudgels on behalf of the fixed income
earners in the community who to-day
are unable to make ends meet. I will
indicate the extent to which infla Hon has
taken place. In 1939, the basic wage
was 75s. a week. To-day it is 143s.-an
increase of 90 per cent. In 1939, a house
could be purchased for £750. To-day
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that house would cost £2,500-an in- A further poll taken last week disclosed
The deposit that 51 per cent. of the people now desire
crease of 350 per cent.
necessary for the purchase of that ·house price control to be handed back to the
in 1939 would have been £50. To-day Commonwealth Government.
a similar house could not be purchased
The small amount that has been
on a deposit of less than £500-an in- appropriated for this work will not
crease of 1,000 per cent. The value of permit the branch to function effectively
the deposit, in 1939, represented 6! per and additional money must be found
cent. of the capital cost. To-day the immediately for its purposes.
The
deposit represents 20 per cent. of the Government must discharge the debt it
capital cost-an increase of 350. per owes to the people. Married couples
cent. I cannot understand how people with young families must be protected
can afford to buy homes at current against the impact of rising prices so
prices when their purchasing capacity that they may enjoy a proper standard
has increased by only 90 per cent.
of living. We must also safeguard the
Last night I mentioned in the House interests of ex-servicemen and others
the racket that is occurring in the whole- who have made deposits to purchase
sale price of sawn timber. Sawmillers their own homes. What will happen to
are charging retail prices for sawn them if their earning capacity is retimber which under the prices regula- duced? If the economy of this country
tions should be sold at wholesale rates. is upset interest rates may be reduced,
A suit of clothes, which in 1939 was but capital liabilities will remain. I base
sold for between £7 7s. and £8 8s., to-day that comment on personal experience of
is being offered at between 20 and 30 the effects of the last depression and I
guineas. Building blocks for which, in do not desire other persons to suffer a
1939, prices between £50 and £100 were similar fate. I appeal to the Government
asked, to-day are selling at between to watch closely the work of the Prices
£400 and £600. The prices of many lines Branch, the staff of which should be inof groceries have increased by up to 70 creased by a further 100 employees. The
per cent. I commend the Government Commonwealth prices regulations were
f.or the part it played in having controls administered in Victoria by a staff of
reimposed on breakfast foods. One of 240 but now fewer than 120 are
the greatest rackets that has occurred employed.
since the lifting of price control has been
Commonwealth price control was
the skyrocketing of the price of break- adversely commented upon by many
.fast foods. No injustice would be suffered opponents, but it could have been made
by manufacturers of groceries if their more severe than it was; the Commonselling prices were subjected to stricter wealth Commissioner did not enforce as
supervision than at present. One has rigidly as he might have the powers
only to read the financial pages of the vested in him. It is the bounden duty of all
newspapers each week to learn of the legislators to do their utmost to ensure
enormous profits made by some of those that Commonwealth price control is refirms.
introduced to preserve the economy of
I fear that, in the near future, it will the people, particularly the parents of
be impossible for workers receiving fixed young families.
incomes to make ends meet. To-day many
Mr. MeDONALD (Premier and Treapeople contend that price control will not surer).--I declare that the Estimates of
be effective under State administration. Expenditure for the year ending the 30th
In 1948, there was a non-Labour move- of June, 1951, are of an urgent nature,
ment throughout the Commonwealth to and therefore I movetransfer the alleged cumbersome CanThat the Estimates of Expenditure for
berra control of prices to the States. At the year ending the 30th of June, 1951, be
that tIme, a Gallup poH revealed considered of an urgent nature.
thiat or1lly 32 per cent. of the
Approval of the motion being put was
people favoured State price control and indicated by the required number of
opponents of State control recognized members rising in their places, as specithat their campaign had been defeated. fied in the Standing Order.
Mr. White.
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The Committee divided on the motion
(Mr. Mibus in the chair)Ayes

30
17

No~

Majority for the motion

13

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
J\'Ir.
Mr.
Mr.

Barclay
Brose
Cain
Cook
Crean
Dodgshun
Doube
Dunn
Fewster
Hayes
Hyland
Lind
McDonald

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

(Mentone>.
Tellers:

(Shepparton)

Mr. Merrifield
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Morton

Moss
Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Ruthven
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White

Mr. Cochrane
Mr. White
(Allendale) .
NOES.

Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Ireland
Mr. Leckie
Mr. Mack
Mr. McDonald

Mr. Norman
Mr. Oldham
Mr. Reynolds
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Turnbull
Mr. Whately.
Tellers:

Mr. Dawnay-Mould
(Dundas) Mr. Reid.
PAIRS.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barry
.
Buckingham
Corrigan
Fulton
Galvin
Holt
Lemmon

Sir Thomas Maltby
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Guye
Mr. Bolte
Mr. Rylah
Sir George Knox.

Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I move-That the time allotted for the consideration of these Estimates be until 3 a.m. this
day.

Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition).-Without doubt, the impudence
of the present" 10 per cent." Government
has been shown by its attitude to-night
in connection with the consideration of
the Estimates. The Committee is now
debating Division 43. It must discuss
another 40 or 50 divisions in one and onequarter hours.
Earlier to-night, the
Minister of Transport, by leave of the
House, made a statement on the in-
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creased tramway rates and railway
freights and fares, but the Oppositiun
was not given an opportunity to debate it.
Mr: McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-You have an hour and a quarter
in which to discuss it.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-There are 46 divisions still. to be dealt with before the Committee reaches the subject of railways, which is Division No. 90. Any
person who has had experience in this
House knows that 46 divisions, which
have sub-divisions and numerous items
thereunder, could not be discussed
adequately in a little more than
an hour. I am amazed that the Labour
party is prepared to let the House go
into recess without adequate discussion
of the proposed increased freights and
fares, and the railway strike which has
not yet been settled. The Premier gave
an undertaking to this House-Mr. FRASER.-What does that stand
for?
Brigadier TOVELL.-Nothing at all.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The Premier gave
an undertaking that the House would
not get up so long as the railway strike
continued. He is now deliberately breaking that undertaking.
Mr. WHITE (Allendale).-You want
him to break it.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-I want him to do
nothing of the sort. It is the duty of
the House to remain in session as long
as the strike continues. The dispute is
J
becoming more serious every day.
ask the Leader of the Labour party
whether it is with his consent that the
House will go into recess without an
opportunity being given to members to
discuss the increased freights and fares?
Mr. BOLTE.-It must be.
Brigadier TOVELL.-He voted, in effect,
for it.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-We should know
whether the Lahour party consents to
the House getting up while the strike
continues.
I believe that the Labour
party would prefer that the House should
remain in session.
Mr.
NORMAN.-Members
of
the
Labour . party stood up and supported
the Premier's motion.
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Mr. HOLLWAY.-They supported the
gag which will mean that there will be
no discussion of either the railway strike
or the increased railway freights and
fares. If that is so, we on this (the
Opposition) side of the Chamber can do
nothing about it, because we havp. not the
numbers.
Mr. NORMAN.-We could go to the
country.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-We could. This is
one of the worst examples I have known
of the arrogance of a minority Government in trampling over the rights of a
much larger party. Of course, the Government is supported by members of
the well-disciplined Labour party,
but their action will be regretted.
I repeat that members on the Government side of the Chamber will
regret what they are doing to-night.
In moving the gag, the Government is entirely wrong, ~tirely
arrogant, and entirely regardless of
the rights of the Opposition.
We
now have one hour and ten minutes to
debate the remaining items of the Estimates.
In that time it is quite impossible to reach the items relating to
railways. That is the reason why the
Government moved the gag. It does not
want the Opposition to discuss the railways.
Mr.
NORMAN.-The
Government
objected to us talking about it.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The Government is
afraid of the discussion which might
take place on both the strike and the increased freights and fares.
It shows
what utter humbugs and funks are members of the "10 per cent." minority
Government.
Mr. OLDHAM (Malvern).-On a number of evenings recently when members
on the Opposition side of the House have
sought to raise various questions in which
they were interested, they were told
they would have an opportunity to speak
on those matters during the discussion
of the Estimates. I remind the Premier
of that promise. Not only the Premier,
but also other Ministers made a similar
promise.
We relied on the implied
undertakings which were given on thosp.
occasions and we did not use the opportunities which lay at our hands at those
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times of discussing the matters which we
desired to ventilate. We had in mind
the inconvenience that would be caused
to members if at a later hour in the sitting we discussed those matters in which
we were interested.
During recent weeks, the Government,
for some reason or other, has an unbroken record of broken promises and
undertakings. One undertaking given to
me in regard to the Bill relating to the
Legislative Council was deliberately
broken. The Premier may laugh, but
he is feeling a bit ashamed of the fact
that we, who could at one tin'te rely on
his promises, now .feel that we must
have everything in writing from him. I
make that statement with the utmost
definiteness.
We have been given
direct promises which have been
broken.
We have been told, in
effect, by members of the Government,
"Do not take up the time
of the House by discussing certain
matters at this time of the night, as you
will have ample opportunity to debate
them when the Estimates are being considered."
In this Parliament of all
places, we have been accustomed to freedom of discussion.
Brigadier TOVELL.-And to honesty.
Mr. OLDHAM.-And to the keeping of
solemn promises. It is most extraordinary
that although members of the Opposition were elected by an overwhelming
majority of the people, this crowd upon
the front bench on the Government side,
representing tiny electorates and elected
by a very small number of voters, should
act as they are acting.
Mr. WHITE (Allendale).~You are getting lost.
Mr. OLDHAM.-The honorable member is lost. He should keep quiet while
we on this (the Opposition) side of the
Chamber are talking about decent things.
The CHAffiMAN (Mr. Mibus).Order! There are too many interjections.
Mr. OLDHAM.-In this Parliament.
there is only one proper course to pursue and that is to aUow a party of 27,
who represent far more people than do
members of the Ministry, and far more
rural seats than those held by Government supporters, to express their views.
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Yet we are denied an opportunity, which
we were promised, to discuss an important matter. The Government was
so brave and courageous that it did not
intend to withhold an announcement regarding increased rail and tram charges
until after the recess; it said it would
give the House the fullest opportunity
to debate it. If Government supporters
were men, they would keep their promise.
What is happening now has happened
day after day and night after night.
Mr. COOK.---Stonewalling.
Mr. OLDHAM.-The honorable member for BenaHa does not understand the
procedure of debate or he would take
part in it sometimes. The plain fact is
that in human affairs there are two
courses of conduct. First, there is the
kind of conduct in which people reason
matters out and discuss them and arrive
at conclusions. Secondly, there is the
dictatorial attitude of people who resort
to force and gangsterism. Under that
method, they settle matters not by discussion but at the point of the pistol.
At the present time, this State is being
governed by a gangster Government.
Brigadier TovELL.-A filthy one at
that.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT (Caulfield).
-Mr. Chairman, I have not been a member of this House for many years, but
never before have I heard such challenging remarks made to any Government
which treats the Opposition not only
with contempt but in complete silence.
The CHAIRMAN.-There have been
many interjections.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT. - I haVE
vivid recollections of a solemn undertaking, which was given by the Premier
to the Opposition, that members would
have an ample opportunity to debate the
announcement made by the Minister of.
Transport on the increased tram and
rail fares. It is all very well for the
Premier to say that we can discuss it
under the Estimates, but, as the Leader
of the Opposition has explained, 46 divisions have yet to be discussed before the
Committee reaches Division 90 under
which railway freights and fares could
be debated. Do I understand that the
Premier repudiates his solemn promise
which he made earlier to-day?
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Mr. OLDHAM.-He is used to doing
that.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-I would
expect the Premier to make some reply
to my inquiry. He gave members of
the Opposition a solemn undertaking
that we would have an opportunity to
discuss these matters. Then, to the
astonishment of everybody, he moved the
gag which leaves us with an hour to discuss 46 important divisions of the
Estimates.
I am astonished-I say
this with long personal affection
for the Premier-that he is not
game to reply on that point, nor
are his Ministers.
May I take it
that we have reached the stage in this
House when the solemn undertaking of
the Leader of the Government is valueless? Have we got so low down in the
ethics of parliamentary government and
in understandings between man and man
and party and party, that we can no
longer trust. the Premier or responsible
Ministers, let alone ordinary members
on the Government side of the House?
Mr. MORToN.-What is wrong with
ordinary members; why differentiate?
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-I quite
agree, but even the honorable member
for Ripon will say that a Minister has
far greater responsibility than an ordinary member in the matter of the conduct of the business of the House.
Mr. RANDLES.-YoU people should be
the last to talk about broken promises.
Your Government made promises and
never kept them, yet you protest with
your tongue in your cheek.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-My tongue
is not in my cheek. I am sorry to hear
the honorable member impute a motive
like that to me.
Mr. RANDLES.-You know the solemn
promise that was given by your own
Leader when he was Premier.
Lieut.-Colonel
DENNETT.-I
am
astonished at the honorable member for
Brunswick and members of his party
acquiescing in the action of the
Government.
Mr. RANDLES.-I have a good memory.

2924

Estimates.

[ASSEMBLY]

Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-Jf the
honorable member has a vivid memory,
that is all the more reason why he
should remember the broken undertakings about which we have spoken.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Mibus) .-The
honorable member f.or CauLfield will disregard interjections.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-It is very
difficult to do so. When a member makes
an imputation that I am speaking with
my tongue .in my cheek I resent it. I
am at a loss to understand how the
members of the Labour party can support a downright repudiation, particularly regarding a matter with which
that party is vitally concerned, namely,
the proposed increases of railway
freights and fares.
From the contemptuous silence of members on the
Government side of the House, including
the Premier, I can .only assume tha t
there has been a cold repudiation. But
those members are n.ot sorry; on the
contrary, they seem to be amused.
Mr. WHITE (Mentone).-If the Hollway
Government had not sabotaged price
contr.ol, increases in freights and fares
would not have been necessary.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-I do n.ot
understand what the honorable member
means. Judging from their a tti tude at
the present juncture, Labour party members condone the repudiation to which
I have referred. A sorry state of affairs
is reached when a member, who is a real
trier, essays to offer advice--not f.or the
sake of obtaining any party advantage
but to restore the prestige .of Parliament in the public mind-but receives
only jeers such as greeted me from
Labour members and one Minister. At one
stage I was depressed with the general
tone of the session, but I was rather
heartened to listen to-day to a debate
of the highest standard on the question
of religi.ous instruction in State schools.
During that discussion it seemed to me
tha t this Assembly was performing its
proper function and examining the proposal free from party differences. However, the House worked in that manner
for only a couple .of hours. N ow we
have gone from one extreme to the
other, and have been s.olemnly informed
that promises do not mean anything.
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-Mr. LIND.-You did not hear the abuse
emanating fr.om the honorable member
for Elsternwick.
Mr. DON.-It was perfectly justified.
Mr. LIND.-Just a guttersnipe!
Lieut.-Colonel
DENNETT. - The
Minister of Water Supply treats me
with contempt when he interjects that
I have not been in the Chamber for
four hours.

Mr. BROsE.-That remark is true. If
the bells had not been rung you would
not be here now.
Lieut.-Colonel
DENNETT. - The
honorable gentleman is merely endeavouring to c.over a cold-blooded
repudiation of a solemn promise given
to His 'Majesty's Opposition.
The
Government may be able to "put it
over" Opposition members at the
moment because it is supported by the
Labour party, which is the real Government, but the Government will not be
able to put it over the people f.or very
long.
Mr. LIND.-I am disgusted to hear a
man who has had the experience you
have enj.oyed recently -say such a thing.
Lieut.-Colonel
DENNETT. - The
day when any Oppositi.on member has
not sufficient oourage, in spite of the
Minister of Lands or anyone else, to
protest against the repudiati.on of a
solemn promise, this institution will
descend to the dregs.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Mibus).-The
time allowed the honorable member has
expired.
Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-The honorable member for Caulfield and his party
oolleagues took strong exception to the
proposal of the Government to discontinue the discussion on the Estimates
which have been bef.ore this House since
11 o'clock Thursday morning.
Mr. DON.-Tell the truth.
Mr. CAIN.-Iam not in the habit of
doing anything else.
The Estimates
have been under consideration since the
time I have mentioned, except for two
hours on Thursday afternoon when
another measure wa-s dealt with. Before
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the last dinner interval the Government
made a statement on the question of
railway freights and fares, and Opposition members now seek an opportuni ty
of discussing the subject. They were
informed last night that the Government's decision on the question would
be announced before the House went
into recess.
The Opposition indulged
for hours in a discussion regarding the
Agent-General. If it desired to talk on
railway freights and fares it could have
done so on appropriate items of the
Estimates. I am not blaming Opposition
members; they are playing the same
game as they have played during the
past fortnight, in order to prevent legislation from being passed.
Mr. NORMAN (Glen Iris).-I rise to
a point of order. I understand the
Leader of the Labour party to say that
in debating the Estimates the Opposition
is playing a game of delaying the
Government. I wish to know whether
Government supporters generally are in
agreement with that statement. One of
the matters I raised involves many
hundreds of people in this State to the
extent of about £250,000 of their money,
but I received· no reply whatsoever from
the Government. I object strongly to
the Leader of the Labour party saying
that what I said, for example, was delaying the passage of legislation.
Mr. CAIN (Northcote}.-The Opposition may consider itself justified in
attempting to prevent the passage of
legislation, but it is of no use its members saying that they have not done so.
What is happening in this Chamber tonight happens in every Parliament in
Australia. When the Liberal party is in
Opposition it thinks it sees all kinds of
difficulties and endeavours to delay the
legislative programme, but when it is in
power it requires its measures to be
passed as rapidly as possible. It is of no
use a party squealing when it has not the
numbers. The government of the State
must continue.
Opposition members
knew a fortnight ago that the Government intended to end the session at the
end of this week. Last year, during the
regime of the Hollway Government, the
session finished earlier.
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Mr. NORMAN.-There was not a railway strike at that time.
Mr. CAIN.-The Government has made
a promise which I believe it will honour.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-Is that so?
You heard what I said.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Mibus).-I
propose to ask honorable members to
show some respect for the Chair and to
behave themselves as they should.
Mr. CAIN.-The Government has
stated that Parliament will be held on
call until the railway strike is settled,
but the Opposition is opposed to that
idea. Its members want the House to sit
for political purposes- to embarrass the
Government. In the present circumstances no Government could permit an
Opposition to continue to delay the legislative programme hour after hour and
day after day, thus holding up not only
this Assembly but the other House. Today Opposition members become tired
and to-morrow they are like lambs; they
spend their time on non-essentials and
when essential matters come up for discussion they have no kick left. If Opposition members desire to discuss railway
freights and fares now is the opportunity. They should not continue with
the nonsense which has characterized
their recent actions.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer}.-I have no desire to occupy time
which the Opposition could use in discussing various matters, but I would
point out that the debate on the motion
before the Chair has taken nearly half
an hour of time which is valuable to the
Opposition in view of the terms of that
motion.
However, I wish to deny
categorically that I have been guilty of
repudiation.
Mr. FRASER.-You assured us of breakfast on Saturday morning.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer}'-That is one of the true remarks
the honorable member has uttered in
his lifetime. The statement to which he
refers was made by me in a facetious
way. On Tuesday I told the House that
I regretted having made it and that I
should not have said it. I could have
done no more. The Country party is
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governing the State and will continue to
do so. Since the Government disclosed
its intention, at the request of the
Leader of the Opposition, to complete the
business of Parliament at the end of
this week, it has been more or less at the
mercy of the Opposition and its delaying
tactics. When listening to the speeches
of Opposition members my mind went
back to last year when the then Opposition passed fourteen Bills on the last
day of the session. There were nineteen
Bills to be dealt with on the Tuesday,
eighteen on the Wednesday and fourteen
on the Thursday.
The Country party was then in
Opposition and it raised objection
to only one Bill,
namely that
dealing with milk pasteurization, which
was introduced by the then Minister of
Agriculture-the honorable member for
Caulfield. After listening to his speech
to-night I contend that he is crying
crocodile tears and is suffering from a
short memory. I say quite frankly that
the Government intends to have its legislation passed by this Chamber and
forwarded to the Legislative Council in
a reasonable time and in a reasonable
way. It is no good the Leader of the
Opposition saying that I have repudiated
promises, because I have not and I will
not. When the Estimates, the Appropriation Bill, the Education (Religious
Instruction) Bill, and the Local Government (Shire of Braybrook) Bill are
passed I will be prepared to give the
Opposition a reasonable time in which
to discuss the Government's proposal to
increase railway freights and fares and
tram fares.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-How much
time?
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-As long as the Opposition cares
to take, within reason. The Opposition
has had an hour and a quarter in which
to discuss those matters, and I will
afford a further opportunity if it allows
the Government's legislative programme
to be passed so that the machinery of
Parliament may function properly and
efficiently. However, while I am Leader
of the Government I will not allow the
Opposition to take the business out of·
the hands of the Government.
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Mr. FRASER (Grant) .-It is not
necessary for anyone to remind me that
r have not been a member of this Parliament for a long period. However, I can
say with regret that I have been a member long enough to witness the dignity
of Parliament being lowered and brought
into disrepute in the minds of the public.
To-night I have witnessed something
that, if I had not been present, I would
not have believed was pos·sible anywhere
outside the Iron Curtain. The gag on
the debate was applied by the Premier,
with the support and connivance of the
Labour party.
Time and time again,
when I was privileged to sit in the
gallery of this Parliament--

Mr. CAIN.-YoU
privilege again.

will

have

that

Mr. FRASER.-Not if the Leader of
the Labour party is my opponent at the
next election. The honorable member
takes a great delight in reminding some
members that they are newcomers and
refers to his long experience in Parliament. He can do that not because he is
respected by the electors but because he
was fortunate enough in the first place
to be selected for a blue-ribbon seat. 1
invite him to go to another electorate
and fight an opponent; he would then see
what would happen to him. I would
ha ve no fear of the result if the Leader
of the Labour party opposed me in the
electorate of Grant. On many occasions
I have heard him in this House defend
the rights of the minority. To-night he
has aligned himself with the Government for the purpose of gagging the voice
of democracy. The Premier has stated
that he would not repudiate his promises,
but I remind him that he repudiated all
his election promises; he holds his present position because of his repudiation
of a promise he gave to some members of
his own party three or four years ago.
Mr. CAIN.-Was that when you were
secretary of the Country party?
Mr. FRASER.-No, prior to that.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-The honorable member for Grant was not secretary for long,
we found him out.
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Mr. FRASER.-It ill behoves the
Deputy Premier to make a statement of
that kind when I have heard the statements he made against his present
Leader in the party room.
Mr. CAIN.-You have had a great experience with both parties.
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it not
criticize
the Government
if it wishes to; and why should it not
criticize the Government's legislation?
If members speak at length in accordance with the Standing Orders of the
House they are charged with stonewalling. In the nex·t breath it is stated
that it is no crime and that the same
Mr. FRASER.-Whatever has been thing has been d.one in the past by other
my experience, I venture to say that it parties. If this sort of thing continues
has not been half as interesting as that in this Parliament I do not know that
of the Leader of the Labour party. I I would have any great regret if the
have in my possession a telegram from f.orecast of the Leader of the Labour
the president of the Victorian Dairy- party proved correct and I was not remen's Association seeking the support of turned at the next election. One does
this party to a Bill that the Premier and not delight in being in a place where
the Minister of Agriculture promised one cannot do one's duty. ~£tt is clearly
would be introduced this session to meet the duty of every representative in
the strong representations made to give Parliament to express his views freely
a wider scope of operation to the Milk. and at length on matters of importance
Board.
to the community. It is quite clear that
Mr. CAIN.-Do you support the vesting the Government is running away from
its responsibilities. At a time such as
of milk for distribution?
this the Government should administer
Mr. FRASER.-This party supports the aff.airs of this State fr.om this
anything that is clearly for the benefit Chamber.
To-day there is evidence
of the producers concerned, particularly that a state of emergency in Victoria is
where there is unanimity among those being approached.
producers.
Mr. BOLTE.-That was reached long
Mr. CAIN.-There is no unanimity ago.
among the producers.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-According
Mr. FRASER.-Perhaps we now to the Premier only a little inconvenience
realize why the pr:omise of the Premier is being caused.
was repudiated; the real master is giving
Mr. FRASER.-I think that is another
the answer. It is amazing that whenever there is an occasion such as this st,atement the Premier wishes he had
the Governmen t is on the spot, not made and probably he would
Government members remain silent and acknowledge he was wrong in making
The members of the Opposition
the Leader of the Labour party makes it.
the reply. On this occasion the Labour have offered to the Government their
party is as guilty as the Government of fullest cO-'operation and support in deala heinous crime that no one would expect ing with any emergency that may arise,
to see in any British democracy or any- and that offer still stands. The Minister
where in the world outside the Iron of Lands has a short Bill to introduce
Curtain.
I feel very strongly on this which, from his point of view, is immatter. I consider that the rights of portant because he has committed himthe people are being totally ignored by self to the parties concerned that it will
the Government, with the connivance be passed during this session. That is
a further reason why the Government
and assistance of the Labour party.
In the past I was impressed when I should not endeavour to bring this sesheard the Leader of the Labour party sion to a close but should meet again
It would then have the
defend the rights of dem.ocracy, but now next week.
opportunity
of
further considering the
I wonder whether I heard him correctly
or whether I misjudged him.
Why Estimates and intr.oducing other Bills
should the. Opposition not have the to which the Government is c.ommitted.
Mr. BOLTE.-Such as the Legislative
right to speak .on behalf of the
people of this State; why should Council referendum measure.
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Mr. FRA:SER.-That is so, although
I am not greatly concerned about that
matter now. Although it is true that
the Premier undertook to introduce a
Bill before the end of the session to
provide that the Legislative Council
would not be abolished except as a result of a referendum the position is not
so urgent now, because in view of the
Christmas present that has been given
this week probably the Council will never
vote itself out of existence.

to me asking them to communicate direct
with the Premier. We shaH then be able to
see whether they can get replies from
him after I have been unable to obtain
any in this House. I think I have the
right to at least an acknowledgment
from the Premier or the AttorneyGeneral.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr.
Morton).-Order! The time allowed the
honorable member has expired.

Mr. NORMAN.-The Chief Secretary
does not know what I have told the
people, unless he has quizzed into my
correspondence. What I have told them
is that nothing mOlle can be done by
me or anyone else pending an answer
from the Attorney-General about the investigations. If I do not receive an
answer in the meantime I shall write tomorrow to everyone of the 700 people
who have written to me and, if necessary, I shaH use the public press. 1
shall tell them that I have begged tonight without success for even an
acknowledgment that the AttorneyGeneral knows anything about the matter. I have received not a word. I do
not believe that the Premier will allow
Parliament to go into recess while this
criminal is stiU taking deposits from
people. I ask him to deny, if he can, his
responsibility for allowing the man to
still take the deposits. If he will not
tell the House what has happened--

Mr. NORMAN (Glen Iris).-The
Premier can correct me if I am wrong
but I do not think he was present when
I spoke to-night in regard to the housing
fraud. If the Premier was attending to
other duties at the time I raised that
matter may I, in his presence, implore
him to see that the member of his
Cabinet who is supposed to be in charge
of the A'ttorney-General's Department at
least says something and shows some
sign that he has heard what I s'aid in
regard to Peter Russell-Clarke and the
firm of Group Constructions Proprietary
Limited? The Attorney-General knows,
and I think the Premier also realizes the
fact, that I have tried in the past three
weeks to av:oid this matter' becoming a
I ask the
.party political question.
Premier if he is going to allow Parliament t'0 go into recess without making
some statement, not only to me and other
members of this House, but to the
depositors who have lodged £250,000
with this company, and to the people
at large who are pertuI'Ibed about this
swindle.
We can obtain no communication from
the Attorney-General, who is at the
moment with some levity conducting a
humorous conversation with the Minister sitting next to him. I am not pleading for myself or, as my colleagues have
done, for the right to express ourselves
in this House. If the Government is not
prepared to deal with my compiaint in
this House I shall have to ventilate it
outside, and I shall have to write to the
people who have sent their complaints

Mr. DODGSHuN.-You have not the decency to tell the people what the Government is doing.

Mr. DODGSHuN. -The
AttorneyGeneral has told you what is happening.
Mr. NORMAN.-If the Chief Secretary raises that question I shall ask the
Attorney-General's permission to reply
to him.
Mr. MITCHELL.-I told you last week
that the investigation was proceeding.
Mr. NORMAN.-I am asking the
Attorney-General to-night to say what is
being done. All that is proceeding is an
investigation to establish a prima facie
case for an investigation under the Companies (Special Investigations) Act.
All the people who have communicated
with me think that the prima facie evidence was obtained in this House three
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weeks ago. I am not trying to be political, and I assure the Attorney-General
that the last thing I want t'0 do is to
have my action regarded as an attack
on the Government. From to-night the
Government will be responsible if more
deposits are paid, unless the Premier
warns the people that what I have said
is true.

I am informed that the Attorney-General
told him that the investigation was proceeding. The honorable member for
Malvern, who was formerly AttorneyGeneral, knows that questions such as
this cannot be decided in a day or a
week. I assure the Committee that the investigation will be pushed forward, and
if action is required it will be taken.

Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The case of the honorable member for Glen Iris would be much better
if he directed his remarks properly to
the Attorney-General.

Brigadier TOVELL
(Brighton).I am a man who, in his daHy life, takes
politics seriously, and I feel that I possess
some fragment of honour. I have refrained from speaking on the Estimates
earlier, but the display of ill temper from
the Premier and other members of tl:1e
Government, and the constant epithets
they have directed at the Oppositionthe strongest party in the House, representing numerous electors and trying to
do a serious job-have provoked me.
The pr,oceedings in this House this week
have been a perfect disgrace to anyone
who claims to be the Leader of a party.
The Premier throughout the week has
shown fits of ill temper, and has m·ade
ill-considered remarks for which he has
apologized afterwards. The strain which
he has placed on everyone in the House,
not only on members, but also on servants, officers, and members of the
Hansard staff, would be a disgrace if it
happened behind the Iron Curtain or in
Hitler's Germany.

Mr. NORMAN.-I did.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The honorable member referred
to the Attorney-General as the Minister
" supposedly" in charge of the AttorneyGeneral's Department. The AttorneyGeneral gave the honorable member the
only reply possible-that the investigation was proceeding. If the honorable
member assumes that the Government is
incapable of dealing with the matter, and
if he wants to play politics '0n that score
and create publicity for himself, I am
prepared to deal with him as he ought
to be dealt with. If the story which he
has given to the House is SUbstantiated
by the committee of investigation, there
is no doubt about the action the Government will take; the company will be
dealt with.

We have now reached Friday morning
Mr. NORMAN (Glen Iris).-On a after having sat almost continuously
point of order, I should like to explain since Tuesday morning. On this last day
that apparently the basis of the state- of the session the Estimates, which are
ment is an assumption that the commit- . the life blood of the State, are brought
tee of investigation is dealing with the on for c'0nsideration.
The Premier
matter. I draw attention to the fact has no excuse for such action because
that the committee is not yet investi- the Estimates were in the possession of
.gating the matter which I want to have the House last September, and they
investigated.
have been available for debate since then.
In addition, when we, as honest members
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Trea- of the Opposition, have desired to raise
surer).-I have said and I repeat that
a matter for discussion, we have been
if, as a result of the investigation, the told that there would be an opportunity
honorable member's charges are sub- to do so on the Estimates. We believed
stantiated, the Government is perfectly
that. We sometimes do, in our foolishcapable of taking the necessary action
ness, accept the word of a member of
to deal with the company. The Govern- the Ministry. That is only because we
ment will at all times discharge its are inherently honest ourselves.
duties as it ought to do in the interests
of the people, and if the honorable memI am particularly sore at the moment
ber is not satisfied with that reply I do because the Premier, having allowed a
not know what else I can do for him. discussion on the EsUma tes, has suddenly
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decided not to have any more of it. It
is all very unnecessary. I spoke to two
responsible Ministers earlier in the
evening and suggested that at midnight
the House should adjourn until 9 o'clock
in the morning. That would not have
delayed business. I am not abusing
confidences when I say that both of them
agreed with me. The foolishness of
keeping men, some of them not young,
sitting here night after night straining
their energies and hastening their end,
is only too evident. It has been said
that the provision for wreaths and
memorials is required largely because of
the strain imposed by unduly long
sittings.
Most members agree wHh me that the
procedure is unnecessary. I said yesterday that the Government wanted to
close Parliament this week so that members of the Country party could return
to their farms, gather their harvests, and
earn more mooney for themselves. I
believe that is true. We have progressed
with the Estimates up to Division 42, and
I think I can say that on every item the
debate bas been on a proper level.
Because members of the Opposition have
spoken on subjects in which they and
their consti tuen ts are interested, they
have been accused of "stonewalling."
At one time that word was not permitted
in this House, but it now seems to be
accepted as a good Parliamentary word.

Estimates.

than 40,000 electors. I desire an opportunity to discuss other divisions in the
Estimates, as do several Government
supporters, particularly that division
which has reference to price control.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr.
Morton).-Order!
The time allotted
for the discussion of this motion has
expired.
The Committee divided on the motion
of Mr. MCDonald (Premier and Treasurer) allotting the time for the consideration of the Estimates (Mr. Mibus
in the chair)Ayes
Noes

30

17

Majority for the motion

13

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barclay
Brose
Cain
Crean
Dodgshun
Doube
Dunn
Fewster
Hayes
Hyland
Lind
McDonald
(Shepparton)

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Merrifield
Mitchell
Morton
Moss

\ Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Ruthven
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
Mr. White
(Allendale)

Mr. White
(Mentone).
Tellers:

Mr. Cochrane
I think the Premier will agree that
Mr. Cook.
there have been as many speakers on the
Government side as on the Opposition
NOES.
side, and that they have spoken as long, •
as earnestly, and as sincerely. They Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Norman
have not been stonewalling. When mem- Mr. Don
Mr. Oldham
Mr. Reynolds
bers of the Opposition want to discuss Mr. Fraser
Hipworth Brigadier Tovell
something of national importance it is Lieut.-Col.
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Turnbull
as if their words get under the skin of Mr. Ireland
Mr. Whately.
members of the Government and irritate Mr. Leckie
Mack
Tellers:
them, and then they decide not to have Mr.
Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Mr. McDonald
any more of it. We know that the
(Dundas) Mr. Reid.
Government is afraid of what we might
say on some of the items still to come.
PAIRS.
Consideration of the Estimates for the
Barry
Sir Thomas Maltby
Attorney-General's
Department
has Mr.
Mr. Buckingham
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
taken longer than was anticipated. Mr. Corrigan
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Guye
Division 43 vitally interests all mem- Mr. Fulton
Mr. Bolte
Galvin
bers some of whom represent 10,000 Mr.
Mr. Rylah·
Mr. Holt
electors .and ~thers who represent more Mr. Lemmon
Sir George Knox ..
Brigadier Tovell.

Estimates~

Mr. REID (Box Hill) . --In dealing
with the division relating to price control
I desire to address my remarks to a question of the exercise of certain judicial
discretion, which brings me to a matter
raised yesterday by the honorable member for Camberwell on the daily adjournment motion. He mentioned the
attitude adopted by.a body purporting
to be acting judicially but which makes
its decision in an arbitrary way. The
honorable member for Camberwell referred to a decision by the Motor Omnibus Advisory Committee in relation to
certain applications for omnibus routes
in the Box Hill district. I shall submit
full details of the cases to the Minister
of Public Works. The Attorney-General
should have an investigation made into
the manner in which that committee
exercises its powers. It acts in a way that
is in marked contrast to the Transport
Regulation Board which deals with
country transport and motor omnibus
;licence applications. The Board reaches
its decisions after hearing evidence in
public, and gives reasons for those
decisions. The Motor Omnibus Advisory
Committee, however, deals with all
applications in secret. It does not hear
evidence from the parties concerned but
acts on written statements. Its decisions
are made in secret and its reasons are
not announced.
The Box Hill council
has asked me to protest and to bring the
subject to the notice of the Minister
of Public Works. This subject is of
importance to representatives of all
metropolitan constituencies because the
committee is responsible for the allocation of all bus routes in the metropolitan
area.
Mr. FRASER.-It only makes recommendations to the Minister.
Mr. REID.-The Minister is largely
guided by the recommendations of the
Motor Omnibus Advisory Committee.
The need for the reform of this committee possibly is not relevant to a discussion on price control but I had intended to raise the subject when the
divisions of the Estimates relating to
the Public Works Department were being
considered.
The Government's actbn

2931

Estimates.

[30 NOVEMBER, 1950.]

in restricting the debate on the Estimates has deprived me of any opportunity of discussing those divisions
which cannot be reached before the time
allotted for the debate of the Estimates
has expired. I have been deprived of
the only opportunity I would have of
bringing this important subject to the
notice of the Minister.
The

CHAIRMAN

(Mr.

Mibus).-

The time allotted for the debate on the
Estim·ates has expired. The question is
that the remaining Estimates (Divisions
43 to 92) be agreed to.
The Committee divided on the question
(Mr. Mibus in the chair)Ayes
30
Noes
17
Majority for the adoption
of the remaining Estimates

13

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barclay
Brose
Cain
Cook
Crean
Dodgshun
Doube
Dunn
Fewster
Hayes
Hyland
Lind
McDonald

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Moss
Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White
(Allendale)

Mr. White

(Shepparton)

(Mentone).
Tellers:

Mr. Merrifield
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Morton

Mr. Cochrane
Mr. Ruthven.
NOES.

Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Ireland
Mr. Leckie
Mr. Mack
Mr. McDonald
(Dundas)

Mr. Norman
Mr. Oldham
Mr. Reynolds
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Turnbull .
Mr. Whately.
Tellers:

Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Mr. Reid.

PAms.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barry
Buckingham
Corrigan
Fulton
Galvin
Holt
Lemmon

Sir Thomas Maltby
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Guye
Mr. Bolte
Mr. Rylah
Sir George Knox.
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The Committee divided on the question
that the resolution be reportp.d to the
House (Mr. Mibus in the ch·air)Ay~

30

Noes

17

Majority for the motion

13

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Brose
Cain
Cochrane
Cook
Crean
Dodgshun
Doube
Dunn
Fewster
Hayes
Hyland
Lind
McDonald

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Moss
Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White
(Allendale)

Mr. White

( Shepparton)

(Mentone).
Tellers:

Mr. Merrifield
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Morton
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Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dandenong).
motion moved by the Premier calls
for the suspension of Standing Orders,
to which I object.
~The

The SPEAKER (the HOD. Archie
Michaelis).-There is no question of the
suspension of Standing Orders. The procedure is laid down clearly in Standing
Order N:o. 78F.
Mr. DON (Elsternwick).-I direct
a ttention to the fact that the motion
has not been seconded.
The
SPEAKER.-Is
the
motion
seconded?
Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).I second the motion.
The House divided on the motion (the
Hon. Archie Michaelis in the chair)Ayes
30

18

No~

Mr. Barclay
Mr. Ruthven.

Majority for the motion

12

NOES.

Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Ireland
Mr. Leckie
Mr. McDonald
(Dundas)

Mr. Norman
Mr. Oldham
Mr. Reid
Mr. Reynolds
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Whately.
Tellers:

Mr. Mack
Mr. Turnbull.

PAIRS.

Mr. Barry
Sir Thomas Maltby
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
Mr. Buckingham
Mr. Corrigan
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Fulton
Mr. Guye
Mr. Galvin
Mr. Bolte
Mr. Holt
Mr. Rylah
Mr. Lemmon
Sir George Knox.
The resolution was reported to the
House.

Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I declare (a) that the resolutions
preliminary to the introduction of the
Appropriation Bill are urgent resolutions
and (b) that the Appropriation Bill is an
urgent Bill. I move(a) That the resolutions preliminary to
the introduction of the Appropriation Bill
be considered urgent resolutions; and (bJ
that the Appropriation Bill be considered
an urgent Bill.
Approval of the motion being put was
indicated by the required number of
members rising in their places, as specified in the Standing Order.

AYES.
Mr~

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
,Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barclay
Brose
Cain
Cook
Crean
Dodgshun
Doube
Dunn
Fewster
Hayes
Hyland
Lind
McDonald

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Moss
Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Scully
Sheph~rd

Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White
(Allendale)

Mr. White

( Shepparton)

Mr. Merrifield
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Morton

(Mentone).
Tellers:

Mr. Cochrane
Mr. Ruthven.
NOES.

Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Ireland
Mr. Mack
Mr. McDonald

Mr. Mibus
Mr. Norman
Mr. Oldham
Mr. Reynolds
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Turnbull
Mr. Whately.
Tellers:

Mr. Leckie
(Dundas) Mr. Reid.
PAIRS.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barry
Buckingham
Corrigan
Fulton
Galvin
Holt
Lemmon

Sir Thomas Maltby
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Guye
Mr. Bolte
Mr. Rylah
Sir George Knox.
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Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I moveThat the time allotted for the consideration of the resolutions preliminary to the
introduction of the Appropriation Bill' and
the motions in connection with the introduction and the remaining stages of the
Appropriation Bill be until 4.30 a.m. this day.

Mr. HYLAND (Minister of Transport).-I second the motion.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition).-The motion is in line with the
Government's utter contempt of Parliamentary procedure.
Mr. SHEPHEmD.-On this occasion, the
Opposition is being allowed one hour
more than the time we were allowed last
year when in Opposition.
Mr. HOLLWAY. - Last year the
Opposit.ion had weeks in which to discuss the Estimates and the Appropriation Bill could have been debated for
many hours.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-It was passed in a
few minutes.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-No member voted
against the motion, and the Bill was
passed.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis) .-1 remind members that
there is only one hour in which to debate
the questions involved in the motion.
Speakers should not be interrupted.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Last year the
Opposition had unlimited opportunity to
discuss the Appropriation Bill. The fact
that it did not choose to do so was not
the fault of the Government of which 1
was the Leader. The Appropriation Bill
was passed without the application of the
gag.
When the Labour party is in
Opposition, it has the traditional desire
of freedom of speech, but now it is
agreeing to the application of the gag.
1 wish to place on record my emphatic
protest against the events we have
witnessed to-night. What has happened is
a travesty of Parliamentary government.
The estimates were· gagged through after
division 43 had been discussed. Members did not have opportunity to direct
attention to the remaining 50 divisions.
Now the Appropriation Bill is to be
gagged through in less than one hour.
That is wrong. The reason for this action
Session 1950.-[117]
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is that the Government desires to
rush into recess, and Parliament
will not be ealled together again
until the end -of June.
Members
of the Labour party are being
played for " suckers." The motto of the
Country party is tp;at of a celebrated
American comedian who said, "Never
give a 'sucker' an even break." That
is what the Country party Government
is doing to the Labour party and the
Opposition.
The Government is going
into recess without effecting a settlement
of the railway strike. If the Labour
party desires the House to be called together, the Premier will not accede to
its request.
Mr. HAYEs.-Then we will ask you to
do it.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-Once this Government of thirteen Ministers goes into
recess no power on heaven or earth will
force the Premier to call the House together until the end of June. All the
honorable gentleman desires is a holiday
of six months. The railway strike will
not be settled but prices will be increased.
The Government will not honour its
obligations and it never has. Last week
and to-night we have had proof of that.
It is entirely wrong that the gag should
be applied when three weeks remain in
which the House could meet to discuss
the business of the State. 1 protest
against the gagging of the Appropriation
Bill. 1 warn members of the Labour
party that they are putting themselves
entirely in the hands of the Government.
They should think seriously
about limiting the appropriation for the
current year so that they will be in a
position to have Parliament called together at any time.
Mr. HAYEs.-That is a suggestion.
Mr. HOLLWAY.-The honorable member will not act on it, because he has
some confidence in the Premier, but I
have not. What has happened is entirely
wr.ong. It is a travesty of Parliamentary
government. On behaU of the OppositioI:l, 1 enter my emphatic protest.
Mr.
MUTTON
(Coburg). - Mr.
Speaker, 1 desire to have your ruling.
I have sat in this Chamber all day and
half the night, awaiting an opportunity
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to speak regarding the Housing Commission. I was previously told by those
who should know more about Parliamentary procedure than I do, that I
would have an opportunity of making
my remarks when page 56 of the Estimates was reached;
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-You were a
" sucker," just as we were.
Mr. MUTTON.-The information that
I have relates to a matter that should be
inquired into by the Government during
the recess. Wha t I desire to know is
when I will be aUowed to ~peak concerning the Housing Commission.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-The position is that there
remains approximately one hour during
which the resolutions preliminary to the
introduction of the Appropriation Bill
may be discussed. After the motion has
been disposed of, the remainder of the
period of one hour, if any, may be spent
in discussing the Estimates. The honorable member for Coburg will then have
an opportunity to speak on any appro ..
priate subject.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition).-In the course of his remark!;
about the gagging of the Bill, the honorable member could say that he was
denied an opportunity to speak about
the Estimates. He could say that his
desire to discuss certain activities of the
Housing Commission is one reason why
the BiB should not be gagged.
The SPEAKER.-That would depend
on the way he would do it. The principle on which the motion is being debated is that members are entitled to
protest as to why the time allotted for
the discussion is not sufficient to enable
them to express their views. They are
entitled to speak to that point. The honorable member will have an opportunity
during the next hour of saying what he
desires.
Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Opposition).-On a point of order,' Mr.
Speaker, the honorable member for
Coburg could, I think, speak on this
motion if he so desires.
The SPEAKER.-Certainly.

Mr. HOLLWAY.-In recording his
protest, he could speak on the matter
concerning the Housing Commission.
The SPEAKER.-I think the honorable member for Coburg understands the
position:
The House divided on the motion (the
Hon. Archie Michaelis in the chair)Ayes
30
Noes
18
Majority for the motion

12

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barclay
Brose
Cain
Cook
Crean
Dodgshun
Doube
Dunn
Fewster
Hayes
Hyland
Lind
McDonald

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mo:;s
Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White
(Allendale)

Mr. White
(Mentone).
Tellers:

(Shepparton)

Mr. Merrifield
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Morton

Mr. Cochrane
Mr. Ruthven.
NOES.

Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Ireland
Mr. Mack
Mr. McDonald

Mr. Mibus
Mr. Norman
Mr. Oldham
Mr. Reynolds
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Turnbull
Mr. Whately.
Tellers:

1

Mr. Leckie
(Dundas) Mr. Reid.
PAIRS.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barry
Buckingham
Corrigan
Fulton
Galvin
Holt
Lemmon

Sir Thomas Maltby
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Guye
Mr. Bolte
Mr. Rylah
Sir George Knox.

Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I moveThat the resolutions reported from the
Committee of Supply this day be now read
a second time.

Mr. MUTTON (Coburg).-I desire to
say at the outset that I do not blame
the Government or any previous Government in relation to the activities of the
Housing Commission. However, I wish
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to emphasize that, although the Housing
Commission is a State instrumentality,
it may be that it has adopted the wrong
policy and, if the Government can direct
the Commission's activities along the
lines which should be followed, it
should do so.
I suggest that the
Government should appoint. an allparty committee to inquire into certain activities of the Commission about
which I shall speak. On page 105 of the
Auditor-General's report it is shown that
the Housing Com'mission sold half a
dozen houses for £11,716, and after paying administrative charges there was a
profit of £2,979. Five of the houses
were constructed in 1946 and the remaining one in 1947. The Housing Commission has no right whatever to make a
profit from the sale of houses it constructs.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-That was brought
about by the alteration of one word in
the agreement.
Mr. MUTTON.-I am not blaming the
Government, but I consider that the
Housing Commission should be restrained. I am deeply interested in
the difference between the operations of
the Housing Commission and those of the
South Australian Housing Trust. I make
bold to say that Commission houses in
Victoria, for which a rental of up to
50s. a week is paid, can be rented
in South Australia for 27s. 6d. a week.
For a six-room house in Victoria the
Commission charges up to 60s. a week.
Houses of the same dimensions in South
Australia can be obtained at a rental up
to 32s. 6d. a week. If brick concrete
or brick veneer houses in the sister
State can be constructed at a cost to
justify such reasonable rents, what is
wrong with Victoria, where exorbitant
rents are charged?
.
A few days ago I asked in this House
a question as to how many contractors
and sub-contractors were employed by
the Housing Commission. From the
reply I received it appeared that there
were fifteen contractors in the metropolitan area and approximately 40 in the
country. I do not believe there is that
number of contractors, since the bulk
of Commission contracts goes to A. B.
Jennings
Construction
Proprietary
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Limited. It was reported in all newspapers on the 21st of November that
that company was able to pay to its
shareholders a dividend of 8 per cent.
The figures I have regarding the South
Australian housing scheme are authentic,
because they are given in the quarterly
notes on the work of the Housing Trust in
that State, dated the 1st of July last. In
South Australia rents are cheap because
there are no fewer than 122 contractors
o,perating. The rents paid are significant
and justify inquiries by the Minister of
Housing in Victoria. The rents for sixroom houses-brick concrete or brick
veneer-in South Australia range from
25s. to 32s. 6d. a week. The South
Australian rent for a five-room house
of the type most popular in Victoria
ranges from 18s. 6d. to 26s. a week;
for the four-room house, from 17s. 6d. to
24s. and for a three-room house from 16s.
6d. to 21s.
Mr. HYLAND.-How long have those
houses been erected?
Mr. MUTTON.-The first house built
under the scheme in Adelaide did not
make its appearance until 1938. The
figures for country dwellings erected by
the Housing Oommission of Victoria
do not show much difference when
compared with the rents for city dwellings. The rent for a five-room dwelling
in Coburg, would be the same for a
similar dwelling at Moe, for example. In
South Australia there is a differential
rate, since the rent for a six-room house
in the country falls to 27s. 6d. a week;
that for a five-room house varies from
18s. 6d. to 26s., while the rent for a
four-room dwelling ranges from 17s. 6d.
to 22s. 6d. For a three-room dwelling
in the country districts of South Australia a rent of 17s. 6d. is charged.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-Is it possible that
the South Australian Government subsidizes rents?
Mr. MUTTON.-That would not
matter one jot. I desire the Government of this State to determine how such
low rentals, by comparison with those in
Victoria, can be charged in South AU8tralia. I do not lay any blame at the
feet of the Government but it must stirely
realize that a State instrumentality can
make mistakes. Adelaide is only 600
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miles from Melbourne, yet there are these
differences in rents for identical houses.
I shall be glad to let the Minister of
Housing have an interesting booklet on
the subject. It contains designs for a
three-bedroom house, the value of which
,in South Australia is £2,000, the rent
being 27 s. 6d. a week. A similar house
in Victoria brings 50s. a week or more.
In my view, that is wrong. A small
house of the two-bedroom type can be
obtained in South Australia at a rent of
228. a week.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-It is either a case of
not carrying the cost of the service or the
payment of a subsidy.
Mr. MUTTON.-That does not matter.
I am concerned with the rents paid and
I have no hesitation in saying that there
'is something wrong with the administration of the Housing Commission in
,Victoria. One factor is that there is
not that competition which is desirable
in connection with the building of
homes. I believe that apart from a few
of the c.ontractors whose names were
given to me in answer toO my recent
, question, they are stooges. I was almost
going to say that they must be bogus
coOntractors.
It is clear that a large
proportion of the dividend of 8 per cent.
paid by the company I previously mentioned comes from the H.ousing Commissi.on which is asking the occupants
of its dwelling for more than 50s. a
week. I urge that during the coming
recess the Government should request
officials of the Housing Commission to
, ,give it a "please explain," regarding
the difference in the rents between the
two States. I cannot understand it, but
I believe that the rents charged by the
Housing Commission are too high. It is
a crying shame when houses which are
built foQr the people should be the subject
of pr.ofit making.
Is it proposed to allow the Commission toO continue to make a profit of alm.ost £3,000 on the sale .of half a dozen
houses? The Commission was not established for that purpose. I am convinced
that house rents in South Australia are
based upon the minimum cost of construction, but no such method is
foll.owed in Victoria where too many are
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tinkering with the scheme; there are
too many avenues in the general set-up,
and too many housing bureaucracies in
the city, wi th offices a t every street
eorner. Governments eome and go but
the Housing Commission goes on for
ever. My present intention is to try to
visit South Australia and, if I am able
to confirm the facts, it will be the responsibility of the Victorian Government to discover what is wrong with
the Housing Commission and why there
is such a marked difference in the
rentals charged in the two States. Only
in rare cases are houses in South Australia built .of timber; they are mostly
brick, brick veneer, and concrete.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-South Australia does
not gr.ow the timber f.or the purpose.
Mr. MUTTON.-That remark substantiates my argument. The Housing
Commission is shown up.
Until they
were stopped, large payments were made
to the panel of archi tects attached
to the Housing Commission. Further,
exorbitant prices have been paid for
some blocks purchased and in other
places the owners have been fleeced. In
my district the Commission acquired
blocks of land in made roads where every
facility except sewerage was available.
Some of those blocks, 50 feet by 140 feet,
were acquired at £2 5s. a foot, but under
present conditions it costs £3 a foot for
road construction.
The highest price
paid by the Housing Commission far
land in that area was £3 a foot.
Mr. FRAsER.-Far too much!
Mr. MUTTON.-Those prices were
paid in a district in which every facility
except sewerage was available.
The
unfortunate owners of tha t land were
robbed.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-The honorable member for Grant has suggested that £3 a
foot was far too much.
Mr. MUTTON.-That is the price of
road construction to-day, when it is
possible to get that work undertaken.
Brigadier TOVELL.-Mr. Speaker, may
I draw your attention to the state of the
House?
A quorum was formed.
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Mr. MUTTON.-I should like the
Government to make inquiries and ascertain why homes in South Australia,
constructed of the same rna tedals as
those of Victoria, and costing about
£2,000, can be rented on a much more
favourable basis than is apparently possible in Victoria.
Mr. HYLAND.-Does that cost of
£2,000 include the fence?
Mr. MVTTON.-Everything is included, and the homes are rented for 27s.
6d. a week, but the Victorian Housing
Commission is charging £2 lOs. a week
rent for similar houses. The costs of
houses and rents charged in Victoria are
alarming when compared with those obtaining in South Austr.alia.
In my
opinion a Royal Commission is needed
to investigate the activities of the Victorian Housing Commission.
Mr.
HYLAND.-Wbat
are
the
dimensions of the rooms in the houses
built by the South Australian Housing
Trust?
Mr. MUTTON.-The total area of
the three bedroom-type house is
1,304 square feet, and that house comprises a living room, 16 ft. x 10 ft. 6 in.;
dining room, 10 ft. 6 in. x 9 ft. 6 in.;
kitchen, 14 ft. 3 in. x 7 ft. 3 in.; bedroom
No.1, 15 ft. x 10 ft.; bedroom No.2, 10
ft. 9 in. x 10 ft. 6 in.; bedroom No.3, 10
ft. 6 in. x 10 ft.; and the bathroom is 6
ft. x 6 ft.
Those houses can be purchased, if desired, for £2,000, or
they can be rented at 27s. 6d. per week.
They are of brick construction with a
red-tile roof and have similar amenities
to the houses built by the Victorian
Housing Commission.
There is something wrong when there is such a
difference between the rents charged in
both States.
I am not blaming the
Government for that, but the Housing
Commission. As I said before, Governments come and go but the Housing
Commission is allowed to go on for ever.
I hope that a full inquiry will be made
into the activities of the Victorian Housing Commission, and its operations compared with those of the South Australian Housing Trust.
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH (Swan
Hill).-I wish to refer to the fact that
various municipalities are in difficulties
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with regard to their sewerage undertakings. In particular I have the Kerang
system in mind. I was pleased to notice
that a grant of, I think, £2,500 was made
to the Kerang sewerage authority.
That grant is appreciated but such a
high water table exists at Kerang that
the operation of .the sewerage system is
becoming increasingly difficult.
:Mr. HYLAND.-A large amount of subsidy was provided in the first instance.
HIPWORTH.-After
Lieut.-Colonel
the original system was installed the salt
seeped through the pipes; moreover the
pumps are not suitable for that particular
system. All those difficulties are facing
the shire. In addition, houses are now
being built in the southern portion of
Kerang, and great concern is felt because
the water table is within five feet of the
surface.
Mr. HYLAND.-What can be done?
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH.-That is
a matter f.or the specialists to decide.
Special piping will have to be put down
to cope with the seepage of salt.
Mr. HYLAND.-Probably special pumping equipment is also required.
Lieut.-Colonel
HIPWORTH.-Constant pumping is too difficult. I also
wish to refer to the Torrumbarry irrigation system which every Government
has promised t,o overhaul. I trust this
Government will give that ma-tter serious
consideration. Last night the Premier
saia that I had made' a misle8:ding statement concerning irrigation charges.
I am disappointed that the Premier would not answer my challenge
in regard to ·that matter, because I consider that I did not make a misleading
statement and at a later time I should
like him to correct the reference he
made. Most members of the Government have accused me of making a misstatement in regard to irrigation
charges. It has been stated that none
of the irrigators wants to pay an increased water rate. At a recent meeting
of the Boort Irrigators Advisory Board,
which consists of nine members representing all the irrigators in that district.
a resolution was passed to the effect
tha t the Government should restore the
lOs. water charge. Tha t is quite contrary to what has been said by member»
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of the Government, who stated that I
was on the wrong track. From information supplied I understand that the
irrigators feel tha't in these prosperous
times they are en titled to such maintenance as can be carried out with the
labour and materials available.
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Important ·as this subject is, "it is not so
important as the necessity for the
Government to take positive action to
solve the riddle facing the community.
Day after day the Government has been
saying that the railway strike will end
to-morrow or the next day. A few days
. ago the Premier said there was no need
Neglect of maintenance will inter- to worry about the strike because it
fere with future allocations of water would be over before the end of the week.
to that district.
I must condemn the
Mr. HYLAND.-Would you give the
Government for going into recess while
th.;:e is a serious industrial disturbance victory to the Communists?
in the Stat~. I represent 14,000 people
Mr. OLDHAM.-I would take positive
in the north of the State and they are action.
I urge that the Government
without rail transport.
The Govern- should take its courage in its hands, as
ment should face in Parliament 'the the Opposition told it to do three weeks
charges made against it instead of gOill;; ago, and arrange for a secret ballot.
into recess.
Mr. HYLAND.-You cannot force the
Mr. OLDHAM (Malvern).-This is men to vote.
probably the last opportunity I shall
Mr. OLDHAM.-The Minister 1;1
have to mention a matter which seriously
affects some sections of the metropolita!l Transport was a member of the Governarea.
I allude to the electric power ment that drew up the regulations for
blackouts which are occurring in certain taking secret ballots, but all he does now
suburbs as the result of the Govern- is to yap like a Pekinese dog and stop
ment's inaction in regard to the rail other members from talking.
strike. During last week the power in
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Malvern was cut off for nearly half the Michaelis) . -The Minister of Transmorning on Wednesday, and from port must cease interjecting.
As a
8.30 a.m. to 4.45 p.m. on Thursday, with Minister he should set an example to
a short interval in the lunch hour. the rest of the House.
These power cuts are not merely inMr. OLDHAM.-He could not, Mr.
conveniences in the home. The dairies,
bakeries, and other businesses which Speaker, set an example to a dustbin.
rely on electricity for power are being
The SPEAKER.-If this kind of interheld up, and large stocks of materials change continues I shall leave the chair.
are being .destroyed. On Friday and on I do not want to do that. The Deputy
Monday the power was off for half the Leader of the Opposition and the Minister
morning, it was again off for a longer of Transport who is now in charge of
period than that on Tuesday and on the House must conduct thems'elves
Wednesday. Yesterday it was off m03t properly.
()f the morning.
Mr. OLDHAM.-If I am permitted to
An extraordinary fea ture is tha t in make my suggestions in silence I shall
the adjoining suburb of Armadale the not take long. The strike is not by any
power has not been cut off. I have made means finished because the men who are
every possible inquiry, and I have not determined to remain on strike--that is,
been able to find any explanation of why the Communists-know they are dealing
there should be such a difference in with a weak Government. There are
different districts. Certain portions of many men who would be back at work if
Kew, Malvern, and Oaulfield have been proper pr·otection was afforded to them
suffering very much during the last few and if they were indemnified against
weeks.
The burden should be more victimiza tion.
fairly spread, instead of an unfair
Mr. HYLAND.-Why did you and the
share of it being placed on small shopkeepers in the suburbs while the large Government of which you were a memmanufacturers are very little concerned. ber not settle the tram strike?
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Mr. OLDHAM.-Because it was not
necessary to do so. The strike lasted for
a much shorter period than the present
railway strike and did not have so much
effect on the community. There is not'
one member of the House who does not
know that it would be worth while at
this stage, when there are large sections
of railwaymen anxious to get back to
work, to take a secret ballot. Given an
opportunity the men would reject J. J
Brown's tactics to use what he calls the
" small fractions " in the unions to create
general disorder. The only way the
opinions of the rank and file of the men
can be ascertained is by holding a secret
ballot. Only one thing is required to
finiRh the strike, and that is strong.
positive action by the Government. We
hear bold statements from the Government of the sawdust Caesar type, but
nothing is done. It is not enough for
the Government merely to shout its head
off. It is about time Ministers started
to earn their pay instead of voting them~
selves more money.
Mr. HYLAND (Minister of Transport).-The honorable member has been
telling too many untruths to-night. He
said that 'members of the Cabinet had
voted themselves increased salaries, yet
everyone knows they have received no
increase. I ask that the statement be
withdrawn.
Mr. OLDHAM (Malvern) .-If my
statement is offensive to the Minister
I formally withdraw it, but factually
and truthfully I was correct. The
Minister of Housing and the Minister of Labour did vote for increased
salaries for themselves. I hope that
in the next week or two we shall
see some ·action on the strike.
I
predict that it will not settle itself while
the Ministry issues statements but does
nothing else.
Mr. HYLAND (Minister of Transport).-We have heard a lot from the
honorable member for Malvern, who
waves his arms like a railway semaphore
run amok and says " Something must be
done." Then he alludes to the supposedly
wonderful essen tial services legisla tion
and says that the Government should
put it into operation. When we told the
Hollway Government to put it into operation the honorable member for Malvern
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was Attorney-General, and he caught
everybody but the Communists. When
we wanted to know why the Communists
were not being caught we were told that
it was impossible to catch them because
the Act was as full of holes as a colander.
The honorable member foOl" Malvern has
not been able to get rid of the Leader
of his party so that he can take his
position.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-The time allotted for consideration of the resolutions preliminary
to the introduction of the Appropriation
Bin has expired. The question now is,
"That the resolutions reported from
the Committee of Supply this day be
now read a second time."
The House divided on the question (the
Hon. Archie Michaelis in the chair)Ayes
29
Noes
17
Majority .for the motion

12

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Brose
Cain
Cochrane
Crean
Dodgshun
Doube
Dunn
Fewster
Hayes
Hyland
Lind
McDonald

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Merrifield
Mitchell
Morton
Moss

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White
(Allendale)

Mr. White
(Mentone).

(Shepparton)

Tellers:

Mr. Cook
Mr. Ruthven.
NOES.

Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Ireland
Mr. Mack
Mr. Mibus

I

Mr. Norman
Mr. Oldham
Mr. Reynolds
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Turnbull
Mr. Whately.
Tellers:

Mr. Leckie
Mr. Reid.

PAIRS.
Mr. Barclay

Mr. McDonald

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Sir Thomas Maltby
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Guye
Mr. Bolte
Mr. Rylah
Sir George Knox.

Barry
Buckingham
Corrigan
Fulton
Galvin
Holt
Lemmon

(Dundas)
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Ways and

Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Trea-

WAYS AND MEANS.

The House went into Committee of

surer)-I moveThat the resolution be now read a second
time.

Ways 'and Means.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).~I

move-

The House divided on the motion (the
Hon. Archie Michaelis in the chair)-

That towards making good the Supply
granted to His Majesty for the service of
the year ending on the 30th day of June,
1951, the sum of £26,023,478 be granted out
of the Consolidated Revenue of Victoria.

Ayes
Noes

Ayes
Noes

30
17

Majority for the motion
AYES.

Barclay
Brose
Cain
Cochrane
Crean
Dodgshun
Doube
Dunn
Fewster
Hayes
Hyland
Lind
McDonald

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Moss
Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White

Mr. Cook
Mr. Ruthven.
NOES.

Mr. Oldham
Mr. Reid
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Rylah
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Whately.

.

.'r:-.~
. - I

PAms.

Barry
Buckingham
Corrigan
Galvin
Holt

Mr. Lemmon

Moss
Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White
(Allendale)
(Mentone).
Tellers:

Mr. Cochrane
Mr. Ruthven.
NOES.

Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Ireland
Mr. Mack
Mr. Mibus
Mr. Norman

Mr. Oldham
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Rylah
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Turnbull
Mr. Whately.
Tellers:

Mr. Leckie
Mr. Reid.

PAms.

Tellers:

Mr. Mack
Mr. Turnbull.

12

Mr. White

(Shepparton)

(Mentone).
Tellers:

Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Ireland
Mr. Leckie
Mr. Norman

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr. Merrifield
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Morton

Mr. White

Mr. Merrifield
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Morton

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barclay
Brose
Cain
Cook
Crean
Dodgshun
Doube
Dunn
Fewster
Hayes
Hyland
Lind
McDonald

(Allendale)

(Shepparton)

18

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

13

30

Majority for the motion

The Committee divided on the motion
(Mr. Mibus in the chair)-

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
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Sir Thomas Maltby
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Bolte
Mr. McDonald
(Dundas)

. Sir George Knox.

The resolution was reported to the
House.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barry
Buckingham
Corrigan
Fulton
Galvin
Holt

Mr. Lemmon

Sir Thomas Maltby
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Guye
Mr. Bolte
M.r. McDonald
(Dundas)

Sir George Knox.

The SPEAKER (the Hon.
Michaelis).-The question is-

Archie

That Mr. McDonald (Premier and Treasurer) and Mr. Dodgshun (Chief Secretary)
do prepare and bring in a Bill to carry out
the foregoing resolution.

Appropriation [30

NOVEMBER,

The House divided on the motion (the
Hon. Archie Michaelis in the chair)Ayes

29

Noes

18

Majority for the motion

1950.]
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The House divided on the motion (the
Hon. Archie Michaelis in the chair)Ayes

30

Noes

18

Majority for the motion ..

12

11

AYES.
Mr. Barclay
Mr. Brose
Mr. Cain
Mr. Cook
Mr. Crean
Mr. Dodgshun
Mr. Doube
Mr. Dunn
Mr .. Fewster
Mr. Hayes
Mr. Hyland
MJ'. Lind
Mr. McDonald

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White
(Allendale)

Mr. White
(Mentone).

(Shepparton)

Mr. Merrifield
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Morton

Tellers:

Mr.Cochrane
Mr. Ruthven.

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barclay
Brose
Cain
Cook
Crean
Dodgshun
Doube
Dunn
Fewster
Hayes
Hyland
Lind
McDonald

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Moss
Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White
(Allendale)

Mr. White

(Shepparton)

Mr. Merrifield
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Morton

(Mentone)
Tellers:

Mr. Cochrane
Mr. Ruthven.

NOES.

Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Ireland
Mr. Mack
Mr. Mibus
Mr. Norman

Mr. Oldham
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Rylah
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Turnbull
Mr. Whately.
Telle'fs:

Mr. Leckie
Mr. Reid.

PAIRS.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barry
Buckingham
Corrigan
Fulton
Galvin
Holt

Sir Thomas Maltby
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Guye
Mr. Bolte
MJ'. McDonald
(Dundas)

Mr. Lemmon

Sir George Knox.

APPROPRIATION BILL.
On the motion of Mr. McDONALD
(Premier and Treasurer) the Bill was
brought in.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I moveThat this Bill be now read a,first time.

NOES.

Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Ireland
Mr. Mack
Mr. Mibus
Mr. Norman

Mr. Oldham
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Rylah
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Turnbull
Mr. Whately.
Tellers:

Mr. Leckie
Mr. Reid.

PAms.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barry
Buckingham
Corrigan
Fulton
Galvin
Holt

Mr. Lemmon

Sir Thomas Maltby
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Guye
Mr. Bolte
Mr. McDonald

(Dundas)

Sir George Knox.

The Bill was read a first time and
ordered to be printed.
Mr. MeDONALD (Premier and Trea·
surer).-I moveThat this Bill be read a second time
this day.
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The House divided on the motion (the
Hon. Archie Michaelis in the chair)Ayes
Noes

30
18

Majority for the motion

12

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barclay
Brose
Cain
Cook
Crean
Dodgshun.
Doube
Dunn
Fewster
Hayes
Hyland
Lind
McDonald

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Moss
Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White

Barclay
Brose

Cain
Cook.
Crean
Dodgshun
Doube
Dunn
Fewster
Hayes
Hyland
Lind
McDonald

(Mentone)
Tellers:

Tellers:

Mr. Cochrane
Mr. Ruthven.

Mr. Norman
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Rylah
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Turnbull
Mr. Whately.
Tellers:

Mr. Leckie
Mr. Reid.

Sir Thomas Maltby
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Guye
Mr. Bolte
Mr. McDonald

Sir Thomas Maltby
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Guye
Mr. McDonald

(Dundas)

Sir George Knox.

That clauses 1 and 2, the schedules, and
the preamble· stand part of the Bill.

30

Mr. FRASER (Grant).-Mr. Acting
ChairmanThe ACTING CHAIRMAN.-Tbe honorable member must not interrupt while
I am putting the question.
Mr. FRASER.-Mr. Acting Chairman,
I wish to ask a question-HONORABLE MEMBERS.-Chair, chair.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN.-Order!
The honorable member will resume his
seat.
Mr. FRASER.~Mr. Acting Chair-

18

man-

12

Honorable members interjecting-Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-Name him, name him.

Sir George Knox.

l\'lr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I move-That this Bill be now read a second time.

The House divided on the motion (the
Hon. Archie Michaelis in the chair)-

Majority for the motion

Barry
Buckingham
Corrigan
Fulton
Holt

The Bill was read a second time, and
committed.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr. Barclay).-The question is-

Mr. Leckie
Mr. Reid.

Ayes
Noes

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr. Lemmon

(Dundas)

Mr. Lemmon

(Mentone)
Tellers:

PAIRS.

Mr. Oldham
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Rylah
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Turnbull
Mr. Whately.

PAIRS.

Barry
Buckingham
Corrigan
Fulton
Galvin
Holt

(Allendale)

. Mr. White

Mr. Bolte
Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Ireland
Mr. Mack
Mr. Mibus

.NOES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Moss
Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White

NOES.

Mr. Cochrane
Mr. Ruthven.

Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Ireland
Mr. Mack
Mr. Mibus
Mr. Norman

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

(Shepparton)

(Allendale)

(Shepparton)

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr. Merrifield
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Morton

Mr. White

Mr. Merrifield
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Morton

Bill.
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The ACTING CHAIRMAN.-Order!
The question is that clauses 1 and 2,
the schedules, and the preamble stand
part of the Bill. Those in favour say
" Aye"; to the contrary "No"; I declare that the " Ayes" have it.
The Bill was reported to the House
without amendment, and the report was
adopted.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I moveThat this Bill be now read a third time.

The House divided on the motion (the
Hon. Archie Michaelis in the chair)Ayes
30
No~
18
Majority for the motion

12

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barclay
Brose
Cain
Cook
Crean
Dodgshun
Doube
Dunn
Fewster
Hayes
Hyland
Lind
McDonald

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

(Allendale)

(Shepparton)

(Mentone>.
Tellers:

Mr. Cochrane
Mr. Ruthven.
Mr. Norman
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Rylah
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Turnbull
Mr. Whately.

Barry
Buckingham
Corrigan
Fulton
Galvin
Holt

Mr. Lemmon

motion
in the
30
18

Majority for the motion

12

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barclay
Brose
Cain
Cook
Crean
Dodgshun
Doube
Dunn
Fewster
Hayes
Hyland
Lind
McDonald

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Moss
Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White
(Allendale)

Mr. White

Mr. Merrifield
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Morton

(Mentone).
Tellers:

Mr. Cochrane
Mr. Ruthven.
NOES.

Mr. Bolte
Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Ireland
Mr. Mack
Mr. Mibus
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Barry
Buckingham
Corrigan
Fulton
Galvin
Holt

Mr. Lemmon

Mr. Norman
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Rylah
Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Turnbull
Mr. Whately.
Tellers:

Mr. Leckip
Mr. Reid.
Sir Thomas Maltby
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Guye
Mr. Oldham
Mr. McDonald
.

(Dundas)

Sir George Knox.

Tellers:

Mr. Leckie
Mr. Reid.

PAIRS.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

The House divided on the
(the Hon. Archie Michaelis
chair)Ayes
Noes

PAIRS.

NOES.

Mr. Bolte
Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Mr. Ireland
Mr. Mack
Mr. Mibus
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(Shepparton)

Moss
Mutton
O'Carroll
Randles
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham
Sutton
Towers
White

Mr. White

Mr. Merrifield
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Morton

Bill.

I Sir Thomas Maltby
Lieut.-Col. Leggatt

Tyack
IMr.
Mr. Guye

Mr. Oldham
Mr. McDonald

II

(Dundas)

Sir George Knox.

The SPEAKER (the HOD.
Michaelis).-The question is-

Archie

That th'e Bill be transmitted to the
Legislative Council and their concurrence
,desired therein.

EDUCATION (RELIGIOUS
INSTRUCTION) BILL.
The debate (adjourned from earlier
this day) on the motion of Mr. Lind
(Minister of Lands) for the second read·
ing of this Bill was resumed.
Mr. FRASER (Grant).-By leave, Mr.
Speaker, during the Committee stage on
the Appropriation Bill I rose in my place
to seek the guidance of the Acting Chairman of Committees-Mr. Barclay-and I
was ordered to resume my seat. I did so.
I then rose again for the same purpose,
and I was again ordered to resume my
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seat, which I did. Then, for the third
time, for the purpose of seeking the
guidance of the Acting Chairman of Committees I rose to my feet. At that stage,
the Premier interjected by saying
"Name him, name him." He was talking
to the Acting Chairman of Committees.
I desire to know in what manner I
transgressed the forms of this Chamber
in rising when I did; whether I was
in order in asking the Acting Chairman
for his guidance; and whether the Premier was in order in asking the Acting
Chairman to name me.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-A correct interpretation of what
happened has again not been fully given.
When the honorable member for' Grant
rose to speak a second time, the Acting
Chairman of Committees ruled that he
was not entitled to do so. The honorable
member then said that he wanted to ask
a question and he waved a pink form,
possibly a telegram, that he had in 1).is
hands. He rose at least five times, in
spite of the Acting Chairman's decision
that he could not speak again, but the
honorable member refused to obey the
Chair. ! did then call out, "Name him,
name hnn."
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-The best course I can take
is to quote from Sir Erskine May's
Parliamentary Practice, in which the
following paragraph appears:Order in debate in a committee is enforced
by the chairman as he is responsible for the
conduct of business therein and from his
decision no !lPpeal should be made to the
Speaker.

. Mr. WHATELY (Camberwell).-Before the last dinner interval, I had expressed what I felt were the most
important thoughts I had, and I admit
that at the present stage-just prior to
breakfast-it is rather difficult to collect
other thoughts I had in mind. However,
one is impressed with the amazing contrast between the religious bitterriess of
last century and the remarkable sense of
unity, of purposefulness, signalized by
the Bill that has been brought forward
to-day. In the meantime, more particularly in the last twenty years, there has
been almost a complete absence of
religious controversy in the press. I
understand that the work of the Councll

Instruction) Bill.

of Christian Education in Schools has',
brought about the development reflected
in this measure-a result mainly due tf)
the fact that its members refused to
argue among themselves.
In other
words, they minimized their differences
and concentrated upon the object to be·
achieved.
I wonder whether therein lies a meaningfullesson for this Parliament, insofar
as we should to-night determine to devote all our best knowledge and our
highest sense of 'values to the service of
the State, with as great a harmonizing
of our differences as is possible. The importance of religion is obvious. The
proposition this Bill contains is not
designed to force on the community anything it does not want or need; nor is the
Bill to be reg.3.rded merely or chiefly as a
means of opposing Communism. Rather
does it aim at protecting our people
from many influences that would appear
to be leading to the destruction of .
civiliZ'ation as we have known it. Without any desire to prolong the discussion
on such a solemn note, I am constrained
to suggest that our troubles are fundamental and arise from a failure to
realize the significance of this question:
If a man does not love his brother whom
he does see, how can he love God whom
he cannot see?
In this State,' as elsewhere, every
group that prospers through selfishness
on its part undermines the health of the
body politic, which is now affected by
a cancer here and there. Selfishness
is at the root of the railway strike and
other industrial troubles because the
workers or their leaders say, "Whatever
we will shall prevail. Let us forget the
welfare of others." The objective of
statesmanship, however, is to achieve the
kind of Commonwealth that was epitomized in poetry at the time of Federation
about 50 years ago. Realizing that, let
us remind ourselves, too, that this Bill
speaks of a comprehensiveness in planning, the purpose being that ultimately
all the pupils in the State schools-not
a mere few-shall have the opportunity
of participating in religious instruction.
Although that purpose cannot be accomplished at once, it can be in due course
if, instead of reUgious instruction being

Public Trustee
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given to all the school in one period,
it is given in individual class rooms
during the school hours.
Compet1ence may also be expected
because most of those who will give
the lessons will be really trained instructors and will work to a common syllabus.
They will concentrate on the main ideal
and leave to the week-end and to the
home those matters which are important
in a different sense. There are ideas
and views that divide; the main things
are the purposes which unite. Education
in a narrow sense speaks of knowledge
and of skills; but what is the use of
knowledge and skill unless they are
harnessed to things that are worth while?
Ruskin said that wealth itself is the possession of the valuable by the valiant.
Under this Bill an arrangement will be
made for imparting a type of instruction
by which pupils will be reminded of their
duty to one another and be given some
inspiration to live in harmony with that
duty. Along those lines will come to
the community greater wealth, enjoyed
by people who are more valiant.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time, and
passed through its remaining stages.

Mr. REID (Box Hill) .-Clause 3 was
inserted in the Bill by the Government
to alter the amount as to which sales
of land could be effected by the Public
Trustee of the estate of a patient. It
was considered that as a result of the
changing value of money, an increase
should be granted. My recollection is
that the alteration was consistent with
the general policy of the Government in
amending the principal Act and also with
the observations of the honorable member for Prahran who spoke on behalf
of the Labour party in connection with
the Bill. Apparently the Legislative
Council has thought fit to vote against
this clause and I have no wish to make
any observations on the matter. However, I think it is unfortunate that the
question should come before the House
at this stage in such a hurry and before
members have had an opportuni ty of
reading the Hansard report of the reasons
why this clause was omitted by the
Council. I should like the AttorneyGeneral to give members some epitome
of the reasons that actuated the Legislative Council in voting against clause 3,
otherwise members in this House will be
at a loss to know why the Government
agrees to the deletion of the clause.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL.
This Bill was returned from the Council with a message relating to an amendment.
On the motion of Mr. DODGSHUN
(Chief Secretary), the amendment was
agreed to.

Mr. MITCHELL (Attorney-General).
-The whole question involved in clause
3 has always been a reconciliation between adjusting the value of the property
that could be disposed of to cover
changed values, at the same time seeing
that the control of the court is not
lessened to a degree that may be
detrimen tal to the people concerned.
Originally it was felt that in modern
times with changed values there should
be an increase in the amount from £1,000
to £1,500. However, after a considerable
amount of discussion the Legislative
Council felt that even though times had
changed it would be unwise in the interests of the people for whom the legisla tion was created to alter the original
amount, and that the court should retain
tha t measure of control.

PUBLIC TRUSTEE BilL.
This Bill was returned from the Council with a message relating to amendments.
Mr. MITCHELL (Attorney-General).
-The first amendment made by the
Legislative Council relates to clause 3,
which providesIn SUb-section (1) of section thirty-seven
of the principal Act for the words "One
thousand pounds" there shall be substituted
the words "One thousand five hundred
pounds."

The Legislative Council voted against
this clause. The Government agrees to
its deletion; therefore, I move-That amendment No.1 be agreed to.

Mr. OLDHAM (Malvern).-The Opposi tion is quite agreeable to the deletion -If
clause 3, because when the Bill was
originally before the House objection was
taken to the amendment proposed in it.
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It was felt that it was too great a power

to place in the hands of the Public
Trustee to sell property up to the value of
£1,500 without the consent of a Judge in
Chambers, and also that a person in the
Public Trustee's office could arrange for
a friend to buy a property at a very
cheap value, or something of that kind.
For that reason in the original legislation the safeguard of obtaining the consent of the court was inserted. I am
glad that now better counsels have prevailed with the Government and as a
result of the further consideration given
to the matter by the Legislative Council
this defect has been remedied.
That is the reason why the Legislative
Council is so important and why nothing
should be done to impair the value of the
Council as a House of review. The haste
with which the Government has accepted
the amendment clearly shows that
an increase should never have been proposed in the first place.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. MITCHELL (Attorney-General).
-Amendment No.2 relates to clause 6,
which providesWhenever the prescribed scale of fees and
charges to be made by the Public Trustee
is increased the Public Trustee shall
notify every person who has made a will
and lodged the same with the Public
Trustee of such increase by letter addressed
to such person at his last known place of
address.

The Council's amendment proposes the
omission of the words "notify every
person who has made a will and lodged
the same with the Public Trustee of such
increase by letter addressed to such person at his last known place of address"
and the insertion of "forthwith cause
details of such increase to be published
in the Government Gazette and in two
daily newspapers generally circulating
throughout Victoria." Clause 6 was inserted at the request of the Opposition
when the Bill was being dealt with in
this House, but when the measure was
being debated in the Legislative
Council it was considered that it should
not be necessary to send out individual
letters but that an advertisement in the
Government Gazette and in two daily
newspapers would be sufficient. The

Bill.

practice of sending out letters to each
person who has made a will has been
adopted in New Zealand but it is undesirable, first, because some people are
sensitive about receiving letters with the
imprint of the Public Trustee on them,
and, secondly, because the expense of the
postage involved is considerable.
The
Government is prepared to accept the
amendment, and I moveThat amendment No. 2 be agreed to.

Mr. REID (Box Hill).-Clause 6 was
inserted in the Bill on my motion, after
it had been accepted by the Government.
It was thought to be wrong that the
scale of fees and charges should be
varied by regula tion-a procedure which
would amount virtually to a breach of
contract-without notifying individually
the persons who had appointed the
Public Trustee as their trustee. The
amendment made by the Council will
relieve the trustee of the necessity for
individual notification by requiring him
merely to advertise the new scale of fees
in two newspapers. I cannot agree that
such a procedure will meet the needs.
The suggestion by the Public Trustee
that people do not like to receive letters
from him is somewhat frivolous,
especially as he keeps in the office of the
Registrar-General a book containing the
names of people who have left their wills
with him. That shows that he does not
very much respect the confidence of his
clients.
There is no reason why the
Public Trustee Office, which is a
Government instrumentality competing
with private businesses, should not
follow recognized business methods. I
do not propose to quibble with the
nature of the amendment, which takes us
some distance, but not far enough.
Mr. FRASER (Grant) .-In matters of
thIS kind it is desirable that the public
interest and the interests of persons
concerned should be protected. The
amendmen t made by another place
removes from clause 6 practically all its
virtue. We all know that people who
like to use the Public Trustee in connection with their wills are not the people
who normally read the advertisement
columns of the daily press.
The motion was agreed to.
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McPHERSON'S LIMITED PENSION
FUND BILL.
The message from the Council relating
to amendments in this Bill was taken into
considera tion.
Mr. MITCHELL (Attorney-General).
-After the Bill had been sent to the
Council my attention was drawn to certain errors of grammar which had passed
unnoticed. The first three of six amendmen ts made by the Council are of this
nature. I moveThat amendments Nos. 1, 2 and 3 be
agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. MITCHELL (Attorney-General).
-I moveThat amendment No.4 be agreed to.

This and the following amendment
relate to sub-paragraph (ii) of paragraph
(f) of clause 2, which reads:An application under this section shall be
made within one month after the date on
which the alteration was made.

The Council has omitted the words
"one month" and inserted "three
months."
Mr. OLDHAM (Malvern) .-1 have no
objection to the amendment, which will
allow a longer period in which application can be made to the court under the
Act.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. MITCHELL (Attorney-General).
-I moveThat amendment No.5 be agreed to.

By this amendment the Council has
omitted the words" alteration was made"
and has inserted "notice referred to in
sub-paragraph (iii) of paragraph (e) of
this section was given."
Mr. OLDHAM (Malvern) .-1 should
describe this as a cleaning up amendment.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. MITCHELL (Attorney-General).
-I moveThat amendment No.6 be agreed to.

This is merely the correction of a gramma tical error.
The motion was agreed to.
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LANDLORD AND TENANT
(SERVICEMEN) BILL.
The message from the Council relating to an amendment in this BHI was
taken into consideration.
Mr. MITCHELL (Attorney-General).
-I moveThat the amendment be agreed to.

Clause 2 was inserted in the Bill in the
Legislative Assembly on an amendment
moved by the honorable member for
Evelyn.
Its object is to remove
a technical anomaly.
Part V. of
the Landlord and Tenant Act 1948
includes among " Protected persons" not
only members, ex-members, and dependants of the Australian forces, but also
members, ex-members, and dependants
of allied forces; but owing to the use of
a defined expression-" War service"in key definitions, the view has been
taken that the Part cannot apply in
re'lation to allied servicemen, ex-servicemen, and their dependants because" War
service" is only applicable to Australian
forces. The Council's amendment is designed to overcome this anomaly by
removing from clause 2 inessential
references to "War service."
In addition paragraph (c) of clause 2,
by amending the interpretation of
"Female dependant of a discharged
member" was intended to extend the
benefits of the Part beyond widows of
protected persons who die on war service
to meet the case of widows of exmembers of the forces who die after discharge from the forces. However, thp.
view has been taken that this amendment does not go far enough and an
additional ,amendnent has been prepared
to remove any doubts. Paragraph (c)
of clause 2 readsIn paragraph (d) of the interpretation of
"Female dependant of a discharged member" the words "while engaged on war
service" shall be repealed.

The Council's amendment deletes the
words "the words 'while engaged on
war service' shall be repealed" and
inserts the following sub-paragraph6:"(i)
(ii)

The words 'while engaged on war
service' shall be repealed;
at the end of the paragraph there
shall be inserted the words 'or of a
person who having been a member
of the forces during any such war
has died since his discharge from
the forces'."
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Mr. LECKIE (Evelyn).-The amendment relates to the female dependant of
a discharged member of the forces and
has no relation to any previous amendment this House has discussed. The
problem with which the Council's
amendment seeks to deal is that
although protection is giv,en to a widow
of a member of the forces who died
during any war in which His Majesty
became engaged after 1939, there is no
provision for the widow of an exserviceman who had been discharged and
then died. That is an anomaly in the
existing law. Smith, as a member of
the forces, while proceeding to the Royal
Park camp to obtain his discharge is
killed in a tram accident. As the law
stands, his widow is entitled to the protection .of this Act. J.ones, who arrived
at the camp safely and was discharged,
on his way home was knocked down by
a tram car and killed. His widow has
no protection. The amendment would
cover cases similar to that of Jones.
It corrects one of the many anomalies
and it is a pity that Parliament is dealing
with this Act piecemeal, inserting an
amendment here and there. The amendment is acceptable to the Opposition.
The motion was agreed to.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SHIRE OF
BRAYBROOK) BILL.
Mr. HYLAND (Minister of Transport}.-I m.ov~
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The obJect of the measure is to enable
the Governor in Council to declare
the Shire of Braybrook to be a city under
the name of the" Mayor, Councillors and
Citizens of the City of Sunshine." The
Local Government Act contains a provision enabling a borough having a
revenue of not less than £20,000 in the
twelve months ending on the last day of
September preceding the declaration to
be declared a city. Section 16 of the
Local Government Act empowers the
Governor in Council to constitute as a
borough any portion of Victoria, not exceeding in area 9 square miles; having no
point in such area distant more than 6
miles from any other point therein; containing a population of 500, and containing rateable property capable of yielding
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-upon a 1s. rat~£2,000 a year.
When such a borough has the requisite
revenue, it can be declared a city. However, there is no provision for a shire to
be declared a city, and the Shire of
Braybrook exceeds the maximum area
which may be declareq a borough under
the provision I have quoted.
In similar circumstances in past years,
speci,al legislation has been enacted to
enable the-Govern.or in Council to declare
a municipaUty a city, notwithstanding
that such municipality, by reason of its
area, does not comply with the normal
requirement for a borough. Under the
Local Government Act, there are two
basic types of municipalities-shires and
boroughs; boroughs may be boroughs,
towns or cities. As exampies, I may
mention the present cities of Camberwell and Preston-14 square milesNunawading-15! square miles-Moorabbin-19i square miles-and Heidelberg-42 square miles-all of which
were declared ,cities after special legislation had been passed.
The Shire of Braybrook has for a
number of years been anxious to have
special legislation passed to enable it to
be declared a city. It is a progressive
and fast-developing suburb of the
metropolis and is now one of our leading
industrial areas. With an area of 52!
square miles, however, it has always
been felt that it was too large to justify
its becoming a city. Last year, with a
view to reducing its area, the shire submitted an applioation to the then
Minister of Public Works, Sir James
Kennedy, to have approximately 20
square miles on the western side of the
shire severed therefrom and annexed to
the Shire of Melton, on the understanding that the sole purpose of the application was to make the municipality more
acceptable ,as a city from the point of
size. The application was investigated
by an Advisory Board, which recommended approval, and the matter has
been held in suspense pending enactment of legislation which woul~ enable
the municipality to be declared a city.
On the passage of this Bill, the intention
is that the application for severance be
dealt with, thereby leaving an area of
approximately 32! square miles for inclusion in a City of Sunshine. It will be
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noted that the name of the municipality
is' proposed to be changed from Braybrook to Sunshine.
Honorable members may be interested
in the following figures relating to the
present shire:-Area
..
Population

.. 52! sq. miles.
.. 20,000 approximately.
Rateable value of property £580,000
net
annual value.
Amount of rate
.. 2s. 3d. in £1.
R'evenue from rates last
year
..
.. £62,745.
Net revenue of shire last
year on general account
(excluding private street
contributions, &c.>
£84,500.
Number of houses and
shops ..
4,500.
Number of factories
., 138.

The severance of 20 square miles, all
rural area, makes little difference to the
above figures, as the area has a valuation
of only £5,500--net annual basis--a
rate revenue of £600, and a population
of 84.
Apart from the question of area,
the shire is well qualified for advancement to the status of city. It
should be recalled that any borough may
be declared a city if it has an annual
revenue of £20,000. Braybrook has a
revenue of £84,500 and is rapidly
developing. The BiH follows the usual
pattern of legislation of this type empowering the Governor in Council to
declare the shire a city under the name
of the "Mayor, Coun~illors and Citizens
of the City of Sunshine," and providing
for any necessary .adaptions of Part II.
of the principa'l Act, which contains the
machinery provisions. It will be necessary for the council to present a petition
under paragraph (a) of SUb-section (1)
of section 35 of the Local Government
Act, which petition must be published in
the Government Gazette and a newspaper
circulating in the neighbourhood. After
the lapse of one month from the last
date of publication, the Governor-inCouncil may make an order granting or
refusing a petition.
An additional clause has been included
in this Bill, however, by reason of the
existence of a number of sports grounds
in the shire. Betting on sports grounds
in a city or town is an offence under the
Police Offences Act, but it has been
decided to include in tnis Bill a clause to
Session 1950.-··[118]
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the effect that, for a period of three years
from the date of the declaration of the
shire as a city, the provisions of Part IV..
of the Police Offences Act, and any Act
read .or construed with. that Part, shall
have effect with respect to the city as if
it remained a shire. The SPOTlts grounds
in question, therefore, will be permitted
to continue for three years as if the
municipality had continued as a shire.
This will allow of the granting of the
praiseworthy aspirations of the council
and residents to have the municipality
declared a city, and at the same time
avoid any injustice to those interested in
the sporting grounds concerned. I commend the Bill to the House.
Mr. OLDHAM (Malvern).--This Bill
is in line with legislation submitted from
time to time to permit municipal areas'
which have reached a rateable value
that entitles them to the status of a city
to take the necessary action to become
a city. Under .the existing provisions 'of
the Local Government Act a municipality
is prevented from having its district
proclaimed as a city by the Governor in
Council because of a specific provision
relating to area. Special legislation is
necessary to deal with those cases. I
recollect a similar Bill recently which had
reference to the proclamation of the City
of Nunawading because in this House 1
handled that Bill on behalf of the then
Minister of Public Works, Sir James
Kennedy. In the present case the conditions are similar to those which applied
to the creation of the cities of Nunawading and Moorabbin. So far as the Opposi tion is concerned there is no objection
to the passage of the Bill.
Some doubt arose in, the minds of
Opposition members about the clause
which preserves for a limited period the
right to continue certain spoI'lting fixtures
in the existing area, particularly on
grounds used for dog-racing purposes. When Sir J ames Kennedy was
Minister of Public Works and this Bill
was drafted he went thoroughly into the
question and, while no member is anxious
to encourage dog racing which, I consider,.
is a poor form of sport, it does seem that
permission to carryon the meetings for
three years before winding up will not
in the circumstances cause any difficulty.
The necessity for the clause arises: from
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the provision in the Local Government
Act that dog raCing must be carried on
ouside the boundaries of a city. It is
probable that the meetings will not continue for as long as the specified period
of three years. I think ,the clause is a
reasonable compromise and the Opposi . .
tion raises no objection to it.
SHEPHERD
(Sunshine).Mr.
Naturally, I welcome the introduction ot
this measure. It is the culmination of
negotiations over a period of years, even
before I became the Assembly member
for the district, I was able to carryon
the work, with the assistance of members
in the Legislative Council who are
associated with that area. A former
!flember for Footscray, Mr. Mullens,
instituted proceedings to bring about the
elevation of the status of the Braybrook
Shire. I appreciate the remarks of the
Minister of Transport and the attitude
of the Opposition on this Bill.
The honorable member for Malvern
mentioned that Sir James Kennedy, when
he was Minister of Public Works, took a
keen interest in the subject and that
in his view there is justification for
the special exemption referred to in the
last clause which has reference to
sports grounds. The Shire of Braybrook
was willing to surrender 20 square miles
of its territory which, in itself, was
indicative of its desire to have the shire
elevated to the status of a city. It has
all the necessary qualifications under the
Act and I could give further information
to indicate the importance of this
proposal.
The City of Sunshine will become one
of the most prosperous cities in the
future. At the end of June, 1949, statistics provided by the Government Statist
record the stability of' the shire. There
were 108 factories within its boundaries
at tha,t time and the Minister has indicated that there are now 138 factories.
In 1949, 15,438 males were employed in
Footscray and in the shire of Braybrook
there were employed 9,691 persons in
various factories. The wages distributed in that area totalled £4,476,572,
and the value of the output was
£16,407,761. The cost of materials used
in those factories was £8,522,613. Those
figures indicate that, industrially, the
area is already well established. The
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large space that is available for development indicates that within ten years production figures in the City of Sunshine
will exceed those within the neighbouring
City of Footscray. Honorable members
may be interested to learn that durin~ the
year ended the 29th of August, 1950, permits were issued for 713 dwellings, 8
shops and dwellings, 14 shops and factories, and 168 miscellaneous buildings.
During that period there were completed 268 dwellings by private builders
and 154 by the Housing Commission,
while ten war service homes and 31
railway houses were erected.
At
the conclusion of the period, the Railway Department had 90 houses
under
construction.
Taking
into
account the pre-cut houses imported
from overseas, the railways probably
have between 180 and 200 homes in
process of erection at present.
I am gratified that this Bill is now
before the House. I appreciate the fact
that it was passed, without question, by
the Legislative Council, despite the fact
that the clause which will permit the
conduct of certain sports in the area
could have become the subject of much
debate. If the attitude of the Minister
of Public Works in the Hollway Administration-whose opinion on matters of
that character are well known-is that
this Bill constitutes a reasonable approach, I am sure that it will appeal to
members of this House also. I support
the Bill. This progressive municipality is
capable of great development.
The
councillors and citizens of the Shire of
Braybrook will be gratified to know that
this legislation has the approval of
Parliament.
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dandenong).
- I join with the honorable member for

Malvern in commending this measure
whereby the elevated municipality will
bear the name of the electorate represented by the honorable member who
last spoke. Both the present member for
Sunshine and his predecessor have
worked hard for the achievement of this
objective. I take exception only to the
,extension to a city of facilities that
should be· exclusively within the confines
of a shire. An unfortunate precedent
is being created by the inclusion in the
Bill of clause 3, which, I am certain, will
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not meet with the approval of the
majority of residents in the new City
of Sunshine.
Mr. OLDHAM.-That· provision will
operate only for a period of three years.
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD.-I realize
that it is of limited duration. I suggest
that, in the light of the tremendous
growth that is taking place in the vast
industrial and pleasant residential area
of Sunshine, the area that is occupied at
present for the conduct of sport at which
betting is permitted would probably
yield a handsome profit if it were sold
for the purpose of erecting residences.
It appears to me that, when this
Bill is passed, the law will be broken
with the connivance of Parliament. I
will not press my objection by asking for
the abolition of clause 3. I am certain
that the honorable member for Sunshine
is as conscious as I am of the possible
dangers associated with this provision.
I think a protest could be raised that Parliament is conniving in a manner which
could be construed as dangerous. The
Government would be well advised to
ensure that, before the expiration of the
limited period of three years, the area
on which there is conducted a sport in
respect of which betting is permitted is
converted into a residential area so that
the period during which a breach of the
law is committed will be reduced as much
as possible.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time and
committed.
Clauses 1 and 2 were agreed to.
Clause 3 (Temporary application of
Nos. 3749, Part IV., 4007, &c. as if city
remained a shire.
Mr. SHEPHERD (Sunshine) .-The
views that have been expressed by the
honorable member for Dandenong are
appreciated by the local councillors, who
have not at any time asked for the retention of the rights of those engaged in
sporting activities in the area. The
local councillors want the area to
become a city and have been prepared to leave the matter in the
hands of three successive Governments-the Labour Administration, the
Hollway Administration, and the present
Government. The attitude adopted by
Sir James Kennedy was that as a per-
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manent type of structure was already
erected on the sports area, the owners
possessed some rights. I feel that, as
was suggested by the honorable member
for Dandenong, possibly within the next
three years the whole of the property
will be disposed of at a figure which will
yield a substantial profit to the proprietors. In that eventuality, everyone
will be pleased. The council would like to
see up-to-date factories erected on one
site in the area and residences and commercial buildings on the other, which
would improve not only the City of Sunshine but the municipality under discussion.
The clause was agreed to.
The Bill was reported to the House
without amendment, and passed through
its remaining stages.
ADJOURNMENT.
CLOSE OF.~ SESSIONAL PERIOD-EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT: NEW SCHOOL AT RINGWOOD - COUNTRY ROADS BOARD:
ACQUISITION OF GARAGE PROPERTYHOUSING COMMISSION: EVICTION PROCEEDING AGAINST TENANT-UNIVERSITY
OF MELBOURNE: INCREASE OF FEESBUILDING OPERATIONS AND BUILDING
MATERIALS
CONTROL
ACT: . CONsTRucTION OF GARAGES-STATE ELEC~
TRICITY COMMISSION: POWER AND
LIGHTING CUTS IN METROPOLITAN AREA
-RAILWAY DEPARTMENT: ERECTION OF
PRE-CUT HOUSES: CLOSING OF STORES
-ROAD ACCIDENTS: SPEED OF MOTOR
CYCLES-BARLEY CROP: SHORTAGE OF
SACKS-PUBLIC PASSENGER TRANSPORT: PROPOSED FARE INCREASES-RAILWAY STRIKE: COST OF TRANSPORTING POWER FUEL: SUBSIDY TO MUNICIPALITIES: ACCESS TO GOODS IN
RAILWAY TRUCKS.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-By leave, I moveThat the House, at its rising, adjourn
until a date and hour to be fixed by
Mr. Speaker, or, if Mr. Speaker is unable to
act on account of illness or other cause, by
the Chairman of Committees, which time
of meeting shall be notified to each
honorable member of the House by telegram
or letter.

This motion is consistent with what I
have already told the House-that Parliament will not be prorogued or finally
enter recess while the railway strike lasts.

2952

'. , \. :L1djournment.

[ ASSEMBLY.]

Adjournment.

1 desire; at the outset, to extend to
you, Mr. Speaker, and to all honorable
members, the best wishes of the Govern-

It is gratifying to the Government to
know that during the brief session which
is now closing, such vital legislation as

ment for a merry Christmas and a happy

that relating to the Gas and Fuel Corpora-

New Year. This session, which in many
respects, has been a most fruitful one,
has drawn to a close. In the course of a
few short months, Parliament has placed
on the statute-book legislation of a
major character which will be beneficial
to the public of this important State.
I doubt if more important legislation
has ever before been enacted in this
House. I am sure all honorable members
are delighted with the way in which the
huge undertaking for the gasification of
brown coal has been speeded up, and I
particularly desire to thank the Leader of
the Opposition and the Leader of the
Labour party for their splendid co-operation in helping to hasten the day when
Melbourne and many cOuil1ltry towns
between Morwell and the metropolis will
receive a plentiful supply of gas manufactured from our own brown coal.
I should like to inform honorable
members tha t the plans to increase
the output of electricity and briquettes,
and for making Victoria self-sufficient in
fuel and power-its greatest need-are
progressing satisfactorily. It will be a
great day when we can breathe a sigh of
relief and realize that the State is no
longer dependent on sources of supply
other than its own. Undoubtedly that end
is now being rapidly approached. The
future prosperity of the State is wrapped
up in the speed with which its latent
potentials can be developed. Brown
coal and water, if properly harnessed, will
furnish the power, gas and fuel which
.are so urgently needed by Victoria. The
development of those utilities constitutes
a national task which is the obligation
of all who claim citizenship in this State.
1 am sure honorable members recognize
that it is incumbent upon them to give
a lead in this matter and to encourage
team work among our people so that
each will not only help, but also share in
the benefits to be derived. There can be
no sectional outlook. We are all equally
interested, equally committed and equally
charged with the responsibilities of ending in the shortest possible time the intolerable posit.ion in which Victoria has
been placed during the last few years
because of shortages of black coal.
Mr. McDonald.

tion, mental hygiene reform, amendment
of the Factories and Shops Act, adult
franchise for the Legislative Council, and
workers' compensation, have been passed
by Parliament. 'Many years have lapsed
since so many maJor measures were
passed in one session. Although the
session which is just closing has not been
as long as others in the past, it has been
bOlth strenuous and earnest, and I am wel1
pleased with the results achieved. I hope
it will not be necessary to call Parliament together again at an early date.
We are on the threshold of great expansion in this State and it is for Parliament
and the people to make this expansion a
reality in the shortest possible time.
With our vast undeveloped resources and
our immense possibili ties in every
dire~tion, all that is needed is the will to
do. Then it will be possible for Victoria
to be improved out of all recognition.
I hope the day is not far distant when,
because of its vast combination of
primary and secondary industries, Victoria will be the envy of all other States.
I now wish to extend to you, Mr.
Speaker, the thanks of the Government
and of every honorable member for the
way in which you have presided over
the deliberations of this House. You
have the utmost go()dwill of all members
and, in helping us through our difficultie£, you have displayed great tact. You
ha ve been firm yet kindly, and the
essence of fairness and impartiality. The
Chairman of Committees and the Acting
Chairman also have had arduous duties
to perform. To them I offer our warm
thanks for the capable way in which
they have discharged their tasks. We are
grateful also to the Clerk, the Clerk
Assistant, and the Sergeant-at-Arms, for
the fun measure of co-operation and
assistance they have rendered.
I add a special word about our Clerk,
Mr. Wanke, who is also Clerk of the Parliaments. I understand that he is due to
retire in a few months and I hope he will
enjoy a well-earned rest, after having
rendered long and f,aithful service to the
State. Mr. Wanke has been quietly
efficient in the execution of his duties.
At aH times I have found him to be most
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'Dbliging and helpful and the advice he
has tendered has always been sDu~d. I
am sure that has been the experience Df
Dther hDnDrable members also..
On
behalf Df the members Df the HDuse I
wish Mr. Wanke a IDng and happy retirement, which I trust he will enjDY to. the
full. I hDpe that, as a result 'Of his IDng
experience, he will be able to. IDDk back
and feel prDud that he earned the gDDdwill, esteem and admiratiDn Df all hDnDr- .
able members who. have passed thrDugh
the HDuse and Df thDse who. are still
members of it.
We are grea tly indebted to. the
Librarian and his staff fDr the willing
and helpful service they have given
hDnDrable members at all times. I desire
to. make special mentiDn Df the meritDriDus service given by the Chief of
Hansard and his staff. These Dfficers
have acquitted themselves with CDnSpiCUDUS ability and have rep Dr ted the
speeches Df hDnDrable members faithfully and well. Only on rare DccasiDns
has it been necessary fDr me to. make
any alteratiDns in my speeches, and they
have been due mDre to. my own fault
than that Df HansaTd repDrters. To. thDse
o.fficers, I extend my sincere thanks for
their excellent work.
On behalf of all members, I also. desire
to. express o.ur thanks for the wo.rk o.f
the attendants and members o.f the
Police FDrce. The way in which they
have carried out their duties has added
to. the prestige of Parliament, and I
thank them for their cDntribution to. the
smo.Dth wo.rking of this institutio.n. The
staff o.f the refreshment ~oo.ms have been
called upDn at times to. work under the
most difficult co.nditions and to them I
say" Thank yo.U." I also include in o.ur
gODd wishes the emplo.yees of the
Go.vernment Printing Offce. They have
wo.rked Io.ng and inco.nvenient ho.urs,
and have perfo.rmed their arduo.us duties
with speed and accuracy, meeting the
needs of Parliament in the printing of
the fDrms necessary fo.r the effective
working o.f this institution. In the co.urse
o.f this sessio.n, the Go.vernment Printing
Office has do.ne a remarkably efficient
jDb.
I

Mr. HOLLWAY (Leader of the Oppo.sition) .-It ·seems inco.ngruDus to. me
that we ShDUld be pro.ffering Christmas
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greetings at this time of the year, but
[ extend best wishes to members o.f the
GDvernment and members of the LabDur
party. I wo.uld remind the Premier that
he pro.mised the Opposition that its
members would be given an oppo.rtunity
of discussing the prDpo.sed increases in
railway and tramway fares.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I apo.logize to. the Leader of the
Oppo.sition. When I moved my motion,
I o.verlo.o.ked having made the promise.
Mr.
HOLLWAY.-I
accept
the
Premier's apDIDgy. I trust that the railway strike will be settled and that the
HDuse will nDt be caned tDgether again
befDre Christmas.
HDwever, if the
strike cDntinues, the Premier shDuld cal1
upDn members to. assemble next week
when we will be prepared to. discuss
ways and means of aVDiding SDme Df the
serio.us cDnsequences Df the strike. I
wish the Pifemier every success in settling
the strike. I hope railwaymen will listen
to. reaSDn and will return t'O wDrk. If
they do nDt do so, the House should be
reassembled; then we could offer real
Ohristmas greetings.
Apart from those aspects, the Opposition appreciates the services rendered
by you, Mr. Speaker, by the Chairman
of Committees, and by all other officers
of the House. I wish to add to the
remarks of the Premier concerning the
retirement of the Clerk of Parliaments
and the Clerk of the Legislative
Assembly, Mr. F. E. Wanke. He has
served us well and has been a tDwer of
strength to Speakers and Chairmen of
Committees alike. The House will not
seem to be the same place without him.
On behalf of the OPPDsition, I wish him
well in his retirement and hope that we
will often 'see him within the precinct!;
Df the House to ensure that our business
is being conducted along proper lines.
In his retirement we trust that Mr.
Wanke will enjoy the best of luck and a
long and prospe:tous life.
Mr. CAIN (Northcote).-On behalf of
the Labour party, I jDin with the
Premier and the Leader of the OppDsi~
tion in expressing go.Dd wishes at this
season of the year. In my experience,
nDthing ha's transpired jn the CDurse of
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this session .that has been different from
events that have occurred in previous
sessions.
I have experienced many trying
sessions and ha ve heard much recrimination but, at this time of the
year, I have always felt that we should
act like men and offer good wishes one
to the other. I fear that that spirit is
not present among us this morning. I
can feel the atmosphere of party politics.
I have been Leader of the Government
and also Leader of the Opposition. The
attacks that were made upon the last
Government that I led were the most
fierce that I have ever experienced, culminating in unprecedented action by the
other House. In comparison, the present
session has been the most quiet I can
recollect for many years. If the records
are consulted, it will be found that only
during the last week or so has the Opposition been really critical of the legislation that has been submitted. I regret
that a spirit of goodwill is not apparent
to-day. So far as I am personally concerned, I have no feelings of ill-will towards the Leader and members of the
Opposi tion. N otwi thstanding differences
of opinion I can be as friendly towards
them to-day as I have ever been. Members of my party could not be otherwise
than friendly towards members of the
Government, with whom we have worked
in the course of the session in an effort
to solve problems that rise above party
and personal feelings. Our united efforts
have been devoted towards furthering
the interests of the State.
The Premier referred to the development of our brown coal fields and other
resources. It is with a feeling of justifiable pride that we, as parliamentarians,
can boast that Victoria is endowed with
natural resources that are the envy of
other States. We must develop those
resources. That problem must be approached by all members in a spirit of
co-operation and in an atmosphere of
goodwill, which is absent this morning.
I join with the Premier and the Leader
of the Opposition in congratulating you,
Mr. Speaker, on the way in which you
have occupied the Chair and the manner
in which you have carried out your onerous duties. In my long experience as a
member of this House I have had the
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privilege of sitting under many talented
Speakers. I mus-t admit that before some
of them were elected to the high position
of -Speaker I had a better opinion
of their ability to carry out their exacting
duties than I had before your election,
Sir. However, I shall be frank and say
that in the way in which you have controlled our proceedings you have been
tactful, shrewd, and capable; you have
exercised a wide degree of tolerance. I
place you, Sir, among the best Speakers
that this House has ever had the
privilege of electing.
You are not a
member of my party but you have endeavoured to do justice. to all mem'bers
of this House. I join with the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition
in wishing you well and congratulate
you on a task well done. I trust that you
will be spared for many years to preside
over our proceedings.
I also extend my best wishes to the
Chairman of Committees and all other
officers whc, have contributed to the
success of the session.
In particular,
members of my party express their
thanks to Mr. F. E. Wanke, who is retiring from the position of the foremost
officer of the 'House.
He has carried
out his duties in a most efficient manner
and has done everything possible to
assist in the smooth performance of all
functions of this Assembly.
Members
of the Labour party wish him well in
his retirement.
The Chairman of Committees deserves
our best thanks for the efficient and impartial way in which he has carried out
his duties.
I would be lacking in my duty if I did
not pay a tribute to the excellent work
done by other members of ,the staff,
including the officers of the Library and
Hansard. I have always had the greatest
admiration for members of the Hansard
staff. I do not think any member of this
House does not appreciate how members
of the Hansard staff dress up the rugged,
disjointed speeches that are made by all
members on occasions. I have always
considered that they do a very fine job.
Therefore, I have much pleasure in
thanking Hansard and all those who
have made possible the success of this
session. . I wish my remarks to apply to
all the staff, including those responsible
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for the work associated with the refreshment
rooms
and
other
services
which are made available to members. I say those things in the interests
of the State and this institution. After
all, this institution is on tria'l; the
Government is on trial; we are all on
trial all the time. I trust that when
Parliament reassembles a tolerant spirit
will be displayed by all. If that is done,
we will be assured of progress and
prosperi ty.
In this country we enjoy a great
heritage which, perhaps, is not always
fully appreciated. I am afraid that
some of us will not fully appreciate the
advantages we enjoy until it is too late.
Only a few of us, such as you, Mr.
Speaker, have had the opportunity of
observing what is happening on the other
side of the world. When one considers
the conditions existing in other countries,
one is convinced of the magnificent
country in which we live and of the
privileges we enjoy in Australia. Similar
privileges are not enjoyed by millions of
people throughout the world. In this
country, we have all the conditions,
advantages, and materials necessary for
the making of a great nation.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. Archie
Michaelis).-Before I put the motion, I
should like to thank all honorable members and all the officers and staff
associated with this institution for their
work during the current session. I extend to them my sincere good wishes,
and I trust that they will enjoy everything of the best during the forthcoming
Christmas season. I trust that members
who are ill at the moment will be restored to .the best of health, in order
·that they may again have the opportunity of meeting with us to carryon the
work of the State.
I thank the Premier, the Leader of
the Oppositi·on, and the Leader of the
Labour party for their kindly references
to myself. I appreciate what was said.
I can only say that when I was accorded
the honour of being placed in the position
which I now hold, I promised I would do
my best, and that if I made mistakes
they would not be due to any party feelings. All I can say is that I have tried
to carry out that promise. I know thai
In the course of my duty in presiding
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over this House, I have made some mistakes as, I think, we all do, but I can
say that they have been honest mistakes.
I thank the Leaders of the parties and
all members of this House for their cooperation and for their very many kindly
acts to me personally during the session.
I particularly thank the Chairman of
Committees, who has really been like a
brother to me. Throughout the session
he has been most helpful and considerate
in every way. At all times, he has been
ready and willing to relieve me in the
chair during long sittings. I wish to
tell him that I appreciate his help very
much.
Honorable members have heard that
Mr. Wanke will be leaving us in the
not too distant future. During his career
in this House, he has been a tower of
strength. As the Leader of the Opposition said, the place will not seem the
same without him. However, he will
not be leaving us for some time yet, and
we shall have further opportunities to
meet him and to talk with him.
I wish particularly to thank members
of the Hansard staff for their work
during the session. Since I have been
Speaker, the a,ccuracy of their work has
been brought pointedly to my attention.
From time to time, I have had occasion
to peruse proofs of the debates and to
check rulings which I have given, and I
have marvelled at the accurate rendering
of the debates as recorded by Hansard.
I have never appreciated the nature and
accuracy of their work .as much as 1
have since I have occupied the position
of Speaker of this House.
To the Clerk Assistant and the
Sergeant-at-Arms I give my grateful
thanks.
I particularly thank the
Sergeant-at-Arms, Mr. Robertson, for
the great help he gave me in connection with the garden party which 1
recently held in the grounds of Parliament House.
The work which he
and his staff did ligh tened my
task very considerably; in fact, I
do not know how I would have
managed without their help. To Mr.
Redpath, the manager of the refreshment rooms. and to the dining-room staff
I extend my sincere thanks. We do not
see much of members of his staff, but
they are always working behind the
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scenes and after a long or an aU-night
sitting they have refreshments ready for
members. I wish also to thank the
Housekeeper. Mr. Newman, and the
door-keeping staff.
We, in this Parliament, are proud of
the traditions of the institution which has
been carried down from the Mother of
Parliaments at Westminster.
As I
have said before, one of those traditions
is a spirit of tolerance. After the heat
of debate, the spirit of comradeship again
prevails. I hope that same spirit and
the traditions which we enjoy will be
maintained in the future. Let us have
our differences of opinion, and let us
debate the subjects with which we deal
as bitterly as we .may, but when the
deba fe is oVer, let us again be the bes t
of friends, remembering that we are he~e
in the interests of the people of thls
country whom we serve. We are here
to legislate for the people and not for our
own benefit. The best way in which we
can
exercise
our
parliamentary
functions is by displaying a spirit of
tolerance and mutual co-operation. I
wish everyone the. best of everything
for the coming Ohristmas.
The motion was agreed. to.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I move-That the House do now adjourn.

Mr. REID (Box Hill).-The matter
which I desire to raise relates to the
administration of the Minister of Education, and I request that it be brought to
his notice. I ask the Government to proceed as expeditiously as possible with th.e
construction of the proposed multlpurpose school at Ringwood, which has
been promised for a long time. About
twelve months· ago, it was stated that
the project would be commenced. I am
disquieted by the fact that the Honorable G. L. Chandler, M.L.C., who represents this district in another place, recently received a letter intimating that
there was likely to be some delay in this
work being undertaken. I urge that the
work be put in hand as speedily as
possible as the school will serve a district which is developing rapidly.
I wish to take this opportunity of paying my personal tribute to Mr. Wanke,
the clerk of this House, and of saying,
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as one of the newer members of this
House, how very helpful he has been to
me and to all other members.
Mr. WHITE (Mentone).-I desire to
bring to the notice of the House a matter
which I hope will be brought to the
attention of the Country Roads Board, or
whatever other State authorities may oe
concerned, at the earliest possible
moment.
Since about 1935 suggestions have been made by various
people tha t the N epean highway
should be widened at its intersection
with Warrigal-road, Mentone.
Late
in 1938, or early in 1939, a service
station, which is the subject of a disp~te
in which I have been requested to Interest myself, and in which the Country
Roads Board is concerned, was built on
private land at this intersection, an~
named "The Blue Star Service Station."
The present tenant is Mrs. Annie Greed,
of Mentone. The owner of the service
station, who built it in 1938, is Mr. John
G. Graves, who also lives in my electorate.
I am sorry that I have to do this to
Mr. Graves, but I feel that in the interests of Christian justice, I must bring
this matter before the notice of the
Government and to appeal, if not for
legal justice, for moral and Christian
justice for Mrs. Greed. In June, 1939, Mr.
Graves transferred the business for £400
to Mr. William Greed, and gave him a
lease of the premises. Mr. Greed carried
on through the difficult and lean years
of petrol rationing. That business has
been built up, and to-day it is worth
approximately £5,000, based on a valuation of lOs. per 1,000 gallons of petrol
sold per month.
In July, 1946, the Country Roads
Board submitted plans for widening the
roadway at this intersection. These were
approved by the Chief Commissioner of
Police and the Mordialloc City Council
before February, 1947. In June, 1947, the
Country Roads Board notified the freehold owner, Mr. Graves, of its intention
to acquire the land on which the service
station is built for the purpose of the
widening of the Nepean highway. In
the same month, Mr. Graves, the
owner, gave ·Mr. Greed a new lease,
a copy of which I have been provided
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with. The terms of the lease provided
for a rental increase, plus a condition
that at the expiration of such lease in
1949, or after any extension thereof,
the lessor would have the right to carry
on the business of a service station at
the said service station or elsewhere.
The Country Roads Board has informed Mrs. Greed that she has to
vacate the premises to-day. Some time
ago, the petrol companies notified Mrs.
Greed that they intended to remove the
pumps. The dismantling of the pum,ps
is to commence as early as the 8th of
December. What I am concerned about
is that this lady is being forced to walk
out of a business which is worth £5,000.
As I mentioned previously, the business
value of the service station has been
increased as a result of the occupant's
industry and work from £400 to approximately £5,000, but Mrs. Greed is being
forced to walk out without anything on
account of the action 'Of the Country
Roads Board in taking over the land on
which the service station is situated and
the cancellation by the petrol companies
of her leases of the bowsers.
Under the Landlord and Tenant Act
this lady has very little legal right, if
any, but I submit that she has a Christian
and moral right which should receive
just consideration by all concerned. I
consider that this House should see that
the law is amended so that injustice will
not be done in this and future cases. I
point out that a precedent has been
created by this Parliament within the last
couple 'Of weeks. I refer to a provision
contained in the Tallangatta Township
(Removal) Bill which was amended by
the Council. That House added the
following new sub-clause to clause 4:Where the lessee of any premises in the
Tallangatta urban area desires to be the
lessee of corresponding premises transferred
to or erected in the new township site thE'
lessor shall, unless otherwise agreed between the parties or determined by a Fair
Rents Board, provide such corresponding
premises on lease to the lessee on terms and
at a rent similar to the terms and rent
obtaining in respect of the leased premises
in the Tallangatta urban area.

I ask that the matter be brought to the
notice of the Minister of Public Works
immediately with a view to something
being done to preserve the rights of this
Session 1950.-[119]
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unfortunate woman to maintain her
livelihood. As I have mentioned before,
she is being forced to waik out of the
business which has been worked up to a
value ·of £5,000, and unless appropriate
governmental action is taken she will
not receive the compensation to which
she is morally entitled.
Mr. RYLAH (Kew) .-At 10 o'clock
on Monday morning next in the Port
Melbourne Court eviction proceedings
under the Landlord and Tenant Act 1928
are to be continUed against Mr. and Mrs.
Power of 3 Ozone-street, Port Melbourne.
The couple have nine offspring of which
the youngest is three years of age; in
fact, five of the children are under the
age of fifteen. If the court proceedings
are successful eleven persons will be
put out on the street. No offer of
a}ternative accommodation has been
made by the Housing Commission which
is the owner of the house.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-Why are the proceedings being taken?
Mr. RYLAH.-The reason, I understand, is that some members of the
family are regarded as undesirable
persons but I do not think that reason
can apply to children aged 3, 8, 9 and 12
years. If the family has to be evicted
as the result of steps taken on behalf of
a Government instrumentality, there
must be something wrong with our social
system. I appeal to the Government to
intervene in this case. I shall be happy to
furnish the Government with additional
information but I urge the necessity of
something being done before Monday
morning next. The case was before the
stipendiary magistrate a fortnight ago
but was adjourned when he was informed
that there was a chance of the Government intervening. At that time represeni'ations were being .made to the
Government by a member of another
place.
Mr. DOUBE (Oakleigh).-I take this
opportunity of referring to the proposal
to increas'e fees at the University of Melbourne. As the increases are due to
operate before Parliament is likely to
reassemble next year, action by
the Government is urgently necessary.
As honorable members are
no doubt aware, the increase will be
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approximately 50 per cent and represents
a departure from the long-established
principle that the fees for lectures at
the university should be nominal.
For an obvious reason, no one
has ever expeoted a student to pay
his way completely. The parent who
sends his child to the university confers
a great benefit not only on that chi'ld
but also on the community. The community has always recognized that fact
and has been prepared to assist in footing the bill. The present proposal is to
increase the lecture fees by 50 per cent.
in some cases and by more in others.
This means that for the complete course
for Bachelor of Arts a parent will have
to pay £117 instead of 72 guineas; for the
full course of Bachelor of Commerce the
increase will be from £98 to £150; the
increase in the full law course will from
110~ guineas to 170 guineas and for
medicine the fees will be advanced from
£167 lOs. to £251 5s. In these days ot
rising prices, the task of keeping one's
soul and body together is hard enough;
but the added burden on the family man
of these increased fees at the university
will be Ithe last straw. In the life of the
present Parliament one House of
privilege has been virtually abolished
but it appears that another is developing
at the university.
People who have money will be able
to send their children to that institution
but those who are not so fortunate will
be prevented from doing so. The matter
warrants immediate investigation by the
Government. I am aware of the difficulties and I realize that the Commonwealth Government is not providing this
State with sufficient finance. Maintenance costs at the University of Melbourne
are on the increase, yet the professors
and lecturers ,are paid 10wer salaries than
are offered at many other universities.
StiU, I think it will be a fatal mistake
to increase the fees at the University of
Melbourne because it will mean that
fewer students will be able to qualify in
technical subjects and that, in the long
run, the State will suffer. The Government will indeed be short sighted if
it allows financial considerations to prevail in regard to these increases. I
believe that it is much better to budget
for a deficit financially than for a deficit
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in tellectually-as will occur if the proposed increases in fees become an
accomplished fact.
Unless prompt
action is taken, the future careers of
young students who are battling their
way through the university will be
jeopardized; parents who are already
making sacrifices in order that their sons
or daughters shall qualify to enter the
professions will be expected to make even
greater sacrifices, and the community
generaHy will be at a serious loss in the
near future owing to a shortage of experts in essential activities. I trust that
the Government will act in such a way
as to avoid the necessity for the increases
of fees.
Mr. NORMAN (Glen Iris).-I wish to
direct the attention of the Minister of
Transport, who represents in this House
the Minister of Housing, to a matter
which no doubt has not previously been
brought before his notice. Some time
ago Parliament passed amendments to
the Building Operations and Building
Materials Control Act to permit the
erection of motor garages under certain
conditions. I understand that the Royal
assent to the amending measure was
gazetted about a fortnight ago but that
copies have not yet been printed and
sent to the Building Directorate. Consequently that Directorate has not been
able to advise the municipalities. Many
people who have read newspaper reports
regarding the amendments and are
desirous of buHding garages under their
provisions are still being refused permission to do so. I think that fact
should be made known to the Minister
of Housing.
As one of the results of the railway
strike, electric current for lighting and
power purposes has been switched off in
various parts of the metropolitan area.
In the eleotorate of Glen Iris some shop
premises have been without electricity
for eight or nine hours-the span of the
ordinary business day. In one instance
the proprietor of the delicatessen, where
the refrigerator was put out of operation,
was compelled to throw out meat to the
value of £20. Lack of current for
refrigerators for a whole day caused
£30 worth of ice cream to be
wasted.
The
Government
should
give this situation its urgent consideration. It may be that the loss and the
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inconvenience caused by light and power
cuts in the metropolitan area are much
greater than appears on the surface.
I wonder whether the Minister of
Transport is aware that stores holding
materials with which" Operation Snail "
pre-cut houses are constructed have been
closed and are being picketed-by, order,
I understand, of the railways union. I
believe that the contractors, who are able
to erect these houses at a rate of ten
a week, have had to put off 100 men
because they are not permitted to enter
the stores to obtain necessary material.
It is tragic enough that the railway
strike is affecting metropolitan and rural
interests in a direct manner, but the
picketing of the stores in question is one
of the indirect ways in which the Communist element is able to take control of
our way of life. Perhaps the Government
is not officially aware of the fact that the
housing objective is being seriously
retarded. Between 30 and 40 pre-cut
houses have not been erected owing to
the action of Communists in the railways
union, for members of which the houses
were to be built.
ll.ir. SCULLY (Richmond).-It is
hoped that the results of the appeals
made recently for a greater degree of
courtesy and of the intensive drive for
compliance with and enforcement of
regula tions will be reflected in a reduction in the number of road accidents, a
high percentage of which are caused,
either directly or indirectly, by motor
cyclists. Action should be taken to ensure that the maximum speed for motor
cycles is '3D miles per hour. In the twelve
months ended the 30th of June last, excessive speed was given as the cause of
752 accidents in which 117, persons were
killed and 1,166 injured. Under ithis heading motor cycles showed up badly. Although they number only one-twelfth of
the motor vehicles registered they were
responsible for more than one-third of
the fatalities caused through excessive
speed.
Nowadays there is a general impression that when a motor cycle is tearing
along the street it is " an accident going
somewhere to happen." In the event of
an accident, the motor cycle offers no
protection to the driver whereas the
body of a motor car does provide some
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protection. Motor cyclists are exposed
to almost every known road risk. If
they are not sensible enough voluntarily
to keep down their speed so that they
no longer will be a menace to themselves
and everyone else on the road, it should
be made a matter of compulsion. I suggest that governors could be fitted to
motor cycles so that they could not travel
faster than 30 miles an hour. If that is
not practicable, a special traffic regulation having the same object could be put
into force. In any case, some means
should be devised to minimize the risk
and to reduce the number of road accidents. I urge the Government to consider giving effect to my suggestion.
l\1r. BOLTE (Hampden).-In asking
that the complete shortage of new corn
sacks for the barley crop should be
brought under notice of the Minister of
Agriculture I am not charging the
Government with having been responsible
for the situation, since I do not think
that the matter is altogether within the
ambit of the administration of the
Agriculture Department. In my electorate there are several barley growers
whose crops are ready to be stripped.
The regulation involves the purchase of
new sacks. In previous years orders
for sacks were fulfilled but this year the
firms are unable to obtain delivery from
the Barley Board. I a'sk the Government
to use its good offices by contacting the
Board direct with the view of ensuring
that the sacks so urgently required are
delivered.
Mr. SHEPHERD (Sunshine).-The
announcement that tram fares are to
be increased brings under notice the
fact that the first section will now be
3d. and the second 2d. It is a well known
fact that when private buses increased
their fares on a previous occasion the
increase was on the first section and not
on the second. It is inevitable that when
the tram fares have been increased
private bus operators will again claim
a similar rise. They will have a good
argument in favour of bringing their
fares into line with those to be charged
by the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Tramways Board. It has been contended
in certain quarters that the burden of "
the increase of tra-m fares will not be
evenly distributed because the sections
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in some parts of the metropolitan area
are much longer than those in other
parts.
The proposed increases, even if based
on the reduced number of .passengers
carried last financial year owing to the
prolonged tram strike, will mean a return
for a year's operations of more than
£1,000,000. If there is to be a further
impost on the travelling public the
Board should see that all passengers are
charged the same amount for approximately the same distance. It would
engender confidence in tram patrons in
all suburbs served by the Board if they
were asked to pay the same fare for the
same distance on any route. This is a
most important point if the travelling
public is to be expected to pay increased
fares whether on the trams, the tram
Board's buses or private buses.
(Swan
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH
Hill) .-As a result of the railway strike
many municipalities throughout the
State are involved in increased expenditure in consequence of excess road-cartage rates being charged for power fuel. I
should like the Government to consider
some form of subsidy being paid to those
municipalities because they are already
in a serious financial position. They are
finding it difficult to carry the extra
burden of increased charges caused by
the railway strike.
Mr. DA'VNAY-MOULD (Dandenong).
-1 should like to bring to the notice of
the Minister of Transport the cases of
people who are suffering as a result of
the strike the disability of not being able
to obtain, despite the efforts of the Railway Department, materials held in railway trucks. That is occasioning a great
deal of loss.
Mr. HYLAND (Minister of Transport).-Those matters relating to the
Education Department and university
will be brought to the notice of the
Minister of Education.
I think there
must be something seriously wrong with
the information supplied to the honorable
member for Mentone concerning the acquisition of a garage property and I
suggest that he should interview either
the Minister of Public Works or the
. Chairman of the Country Roads Board.
Ordinarily where the Board has desired a
house to be moved in order that a through
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road may be made it has moved the house
on to a new block of land and redecorated it. If the honorable member
desires to quote a precedent he can refer·
to what was done at Moe.
With reference .to the questions raised
by the honorabe member for Glen Iris
1 did not know that the recent
amendment relating to the building of
garages had not been forwarded to the
Building Directorate, and 1 shall look
into that matter later this day. Further,
I was not aware that the stores contain..
ing materials for pre-cut houses for the
Railway Department were closed as a result of picket action during the railway
strike and I thank the honorable member
for supplying .that information.
The matter referred to by the honorable member for Richmond, namely' the
fitting of governors on motor cycles, is
one for the Chief Secretary to consider and I shall bring it to his notice.
The honorable member for Sunshine has
directed attention to the fares charg~d
on private buses. Bus owners have made
an application for increased fares and
the Government is making a check of
the revenue being received before taking
any action.
If it is found that companies are making huge profits they will
have to ·carry some of the burden, but if
it is found that they are on the border
line or are running at a loss an increase
will be granted.
The Government has already been
considering the payment of a subsidy
to municipalities on the carriage of
power fuel as suggested by the honorable member for Swan Hill, but it must
be realized that if such a scheme were
started it would be difficult to know
where to end .it.
In regard to the matter raised by the
honorable member for Dandenong, if any
one has goods in a rail truck he should
advise Mr. Lingford who will do everything possible to make arrangements for
them to be found. Recently, an honorable member inquired about a refrigerator which was in a railway truck in the
Spencer-street yard, and out of all the
hundreds of railway trucks in that yard,
it was found.
The motion was agreed to .
The House adjourned at 7.35 a.m"
(Friday).
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2773; order of business, 488, 1086; time
for taking new business, 2431; suspension
of sitting, 2841.
Callide Coal-Supplies for Victoria, 226;
use for cement manufacture, 226; tests
hy Railway Department and State
Electricity Commission, 758, 2197; agreement with Queensland, 2489.
Chandler Highway-Condition, 789,.964;
control and maintenance, 789, 964.
Children'S Welfare-Report by Brotherhood of St. Laurence re under-privileged
children, 647.
Close of the Session, 2842.
Coal-Procurement and distribution, 226,
1250,2489.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 139,
140, 158.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 158.

INDEX~

Byrnes, Han. P. T.-continued.
McPherson's Limited Pension Fund Bill,
2306,2308.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Ivanhoe-Kew sewerage chan1529, 1552, 1553, 1556, 1565.
nel, 505; discharge of sewage into Yarra
Country Fire Authority-Constitution,
river at Fairy Hills, 646; construction of
758; expenditure, 758; dismissal of emworks, 646; alternative proposals, 646;
ployee, 758, 789, 911, 964.
invitation to Legislative Council memCountry Roads Board Bill, 2308, 2444.
bers to visit works, 2309; flood damage,
Deputations to Ministers-Notification of
2489.
Legislative Council members concerned,
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
1249.
Works I (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 373,
Drainage Areas Bill, 374, 762, 903, 904.
374, 658, 776.
Empire Parliamentary Conference in New
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board ot
Zealand-Appointment of Victorian reWorks (Contracts) Bill, 889, 1111.
presentative, 1553; luncheon to overseas
Melbourne Harbor Trust (Housing Addelegates, 1554.
vances) Bill, 135, 216, 220, 486.
Fisheries and Game-Netting regulation,
Members' Privileges-Tabling of docu1937.
ments, 912.
Fisheries (Inland Angling) Bill, 2832.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2219, 2332,
Floods at Ivanhoe-Damage to property
2589, 2590.
of ex-serviceman, 2489; resppnsibiHty for
Ministers
of the Crown and Parliamentary
drainage, 2489.
Salaries Bill, 2695, 2814, 2824.
Food Contracts-British Ministry of Food,
Ministry-Resignation of Hollway Govern1556.
ment, 133; constitution of McDonald
Forests (Accounts and Funds) Bill, 1216,
Ministry, 133.
1765.
Motor Omnibus Advisory Committee-Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1216, 1303,
Personnel, functions and meetings, 1216.
1690, 1703, 1707, 1717, 1719.
MuniCipalities and Other Authorities
Grain Elevators Bill, 1529, 1928, 1935.
Finances Bill, 2488, 2734, 2787.
Hansard-Date of issue, 1114.
Newmarket Saleyards and Abattoirs-ReHouse
Committee - Appointment
of
moval from city, 506; amenities for emCouncil members, 134.
ployees, 506.
Housing~Shacks used as dwellings. 1114.
Police DiSCipline Board-Tabling of file,
Inland Meat Killing Centres, 506.
1765.
Langi Kal Kal Training Farm-Number of
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 2432, 2515,
inmates, 1298; expenditure, 129B.
2706, 2707, 2708.
Legislative Council-Abolition, 488.
Police Offences (Race-meetings) Bill, 486,
904, 909.
Legislative Council Bill, 373.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 670,
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 646, 758,
1104,1238.
963.
Printers and Newspapers (Foreign AdLibrary
Committee-Appointment
of
vertisements) Bill, 785, 896.
Council members, 134.
Printing Committee-Appointments, 134.
Licensing Act-Licences for manufacture
Public Contracts (Amendment) Bill, 889,
and sale of liquor, 1217; referring pro1775.
posed reforms to public, 1565.
Public Officers Salaries Bill, 2516, 2801.
Local Government-Administration, 158;
Public Works C0mmittee-Appointment
roads used by Forests Commission:
of Mr. Walters, 133.
proposed legislation, 647; finance, 647;
suggested permanent Commission, 647.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill,
1529, 1916, 1927.
Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill, 2432, 2505.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill
(No.2), 2695, 2806, 2813.
Local Government (Shire of Braybrook)
Racecourse Betting-Hours, 1640; police
Bill, 2695, 2773.
action, 1640.
Marine (Temporary Exemptions) Bill, 139,
Railway Loan and Application Bill, 2722.
220.

Byrnes, Han. P. T.-continued.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 372,
489, 505.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1426,
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Byrnes, Hon. P. T.-continued.
Railway Strike-Transport arrangements
for Legislative Council members, 1333;
motion for adjournment of House, 2312.
Road Accidents-Lighting of parked
vehicles, 1565; fatalities in last ten years,
2308.
Rural Finance Corporation-Report on
activities, 1552.
Soldier
Settlement
Commission-Occupancy of blocks on Ettrick estate,
789.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointment of members, 134.
State Electricity Commission~Bulk supplies to metropolitan municipalities,
486; rates charged, 486; profits, 486.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Inquiries in Adelaide, 886; report on
limitation of actions, 1529; report on
Transfer of Land Bill, 2695.
Superannuation Bill, 158, 160.
Surplus Revenue (Unexpended Balances)
Bill, 2341, 2512.
Tallangatta Township (Removal) Bill,
2016, 2205, 2215, 2216, 2217, 2218.
Treasury Bonds Bill, 2444, 2516.
Victorian Inland Meat Authority-Operations at Bendigo and Ballarat, 1641;
financial position, 1641.
Water Bill, 1906, 2224.
Water Supply Loan and Application :Bill,
1906, 2078, 2093, 2094, 2096.

C.
Callide Coal.

(See" Coal Supplies.")

Cameron, Hon. E. P. (East Yarra Province).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
1100, 1786.
Chandler Highway-Responsibility for
~aintenance, 788, 963.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 498.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1548,
1565.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1701.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2727.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Sewerage channel into Yarra
river, 498, 646.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2580.
Ministers of the Crown and Parliamentary Salaries Bill, 2820.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill,· 2701, 2705,

m1:

Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 1238.

Cameron, Hon. E. P.-conUn:ued.
Public Transport-Road services during
railway strike, 1549; concessions to road
operators, 1549; requirements of closely
settled areas, 1565.
Railway
Department-Duplication
of
Camberwell-Ashburton line, 1565.
Rent Control-Basis for fixation of rents"
1549; relief to landlords, 1549.
Road Maintenance-Assistance to metropolitan municipalities, 1549.
Transport Regulation Board-Activities
during railway strike, 1549.
Victorian IDlI,and Meat Authority (Advances) Bili, 2023.
Victorian Inland Meat Authority-Operations at Bendigo and Ballarat, 1640;
financial position, 1640.
Cattle Compensation Bill-Received from
Assembly, 1640; first reading, 1640;
second reading, 2197; Committee, 2204;
remaining stages, 2205.
Cement. (See" Building Materials.")
Centenary Sports.
(See "Jubilee and
Centenary Sports Bill.")
Chairman of Committees, The (Hon. R. C.
Rankin)-Rulings and Statements ofDebate~Discussing
new matter after
clauses of Bill adopted, 1239; relevancy
of Bible readings, 2504.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill-Admissibility of amendments, 1705, 1706, 1707"
1710.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill-Proposed
new clause, 2706 .
(See also" Rankin, Hon. R. C. (Western
Province) .")
Chairmen of Committees (Temporary)Appointments, 7.
Chandler
Highway-Kew
to
Fairfield
section: control and maintenance. 788~
789, 963, 964.
Chandler, Hon. G. L. (Southern Province).
Business of the House-Order of business~
1095.
Consolidated Revenue Blll (No.4), 1539"
1559.
Country Fire Authority-Expenditure.
758; dismissal of employee, 758, 788, 911,
964, 1112, 1113; appointment of chief
officers of urban and rural brigades,
1559.
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Chandler, Hon. G. L.-conHn1£ed.
. Dandenong Ranges---,Preservation, 1539;
investigation by joint committee of
shires concerned, 1539; Government purchase of Doongalla estate, 1539; area of
~ubdivisions, 1!:i40; resumption of land
adjacent to creeks, 1541; grant to trustees of National Park, Ferntree Gully,
1541.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2720.
Hansard-Date of issue, 1112.
Housing-Shacks used as dwellings, 1113.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2727.
Melbourne (Bowen-street) Land Bill, 899.
Members' Privileges-Tabling of documents, 911.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2590.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2787.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill
(No: 2), 2811, 2813.
. Rivers and Streams-Control, 1540, 1541,
1543.
Road Accidents-Parking of vehicles on
highways at night, 1560; deaths resulting from motor cycle aCCidents, 1560;
control of speeding and pillion riding,
1560; fatalities in last ten years, 2308.
State Electricity Commission-Bulk supplies of electricity to metropolitan municipalities, 486; charges to consumers,
486; profits by municipalities, 486.
Water Supply Loan and Application Bill,
2085, 2093, 2094.
Weights and Measures Bill, 1327, 1330.
Children's
Welfare
Department-State
wards in private and public institutions,
504; allowances to mothers, 504; institutional and departmental funds, 504;
first offenders' home, 504; sub-normal
children, 504. (See also .. Under-Privileged Children.")
Cinema,tograph Shows-Seat prices in city
theatres, 142.
Clarke,
Sir
Frank,
K.B.E.
(Monash
Province).
Business of the House-Order of business,
1090.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1537.
Parliament House-Installation of new
lift, 1537; repair and maintenance ot
clocks, 1537.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Proposed inquiries in Adelaide, 887.

Coal Mines Regulation (Accidents Rellef)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 1936;
first reading, 1936; second reading, 2219;
Committee, 2224; remaining stages,
2224.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 2695;
first reading, 2695; second reading, 2737;
Committee, 2738; remaining stages,
2739.
Coal Mining Industry (Long-service Leave)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 956; first
reading, 956; second reading, 1769; remaining stages, 1772.
Coal SuppliesBlack Coal-Procurement and distflbution, 149, 151, 224, 225, 226, 1249,
1250, (qn.) 2488.-8upplies for building
materials industry, 150, 151.-Callide
coal, 225, 226, (qn,) 758, (qn,) 2197,
2227, (qn,) 2489.-Diversion of overseas
coal to Metropolitan Gas Company,
1249.-British consignments, (qn.) 2488;
Indian and South African shipments,
(qn,) 2489.-Commonwealth Minister's
statement re New South Wales production, (qn.) 2489.
(See also" Building Materials," II Railway
Department-Callide Coal," and II State
Electricity Commission.")
Brown Coal-Development of Latrobe
valley deposits, 8, 146; gasification, 146;
activities of private companies, 1565.
(See also .. Gelliondale Land (Mineral
Lease) Bill.")
Coleman, Hon. P. L. (Melbourne West
Province).
Bread Industry-Amending legislation,
147.
Brown Coal-Development of Latrobe
valley deposits, 146; gasification, 146.
Building Materials-Importation and local
production, 145; fuel for manufacturers,
145; man power, 146; shortage of coal,
151, 225; newspaper article re locally
made ltems, 152; tiles from India, 152;
use of Callide coal, 226; shortage of timber and joinery, 1562; production statistics, 1563; re-control of distribution of
timber, 1563.
Building Operations and Building Materials Control (Amendment) Bill, 1433,
1447, 1448.
Callide Coal-Procurement, 225; use in
cement manufacture, 226; tests by R~.
way Department and State Electricity
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Coleman, Hon. P. L.-continued.
Commission, 758, 2197, 2227; fuel engineer's report, 2228; use on Queensland railways, 2228; agreement with
Queensland, 2489.
Coal-Procurement and distribution, 151,
224, 225, 1249; imports from Britain,
2488; from India and South Africa, 2489;
production in New South Wales, 2489.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 142,
151, 154.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 159.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1531,
1562.
Country Roads Board~Maintenance of
main metropolitan roads, 155; proposed
investigating committee, 155.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2716, 2722, 2779.
Firewood Supplies, 159.
Fish-Prices under de-control, 146.
Forests (Accounts and Funds) Bill, 1767.
Forests Commission~Supply of logs to
country mills, 1563.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1669, 1705,
1712,1718.
Hospitals-Financial position, 1531; Government assistance, 1531.
Housing-Countermanded plan, 144; construction figures, 145, 151; conditions at
Watsonia emergency camp, 145; prefabricated houses, 145.
Imported MaterIals Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 2007.
Industrial Disputes-Non-enforcement of
Essential Services Act, 147.
Legislative Council-Widening of franchise, 147.
Legislative Council Franchise Bill, 375.
Local Government (Shire of Braybrook)
Bill, 2776.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 660.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2586.
Ministry-Labour party's support for
Country party Administration, 143, 148.
Municipalities-Finance,
154;
contributions to State instrumentalities, 154;
loss of revenue from non-rateable properties, 154.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2784.
Prices Control-De-controlled items, 146.
Railway Department-Offer of prefabricated houses to Tasmanian Government,
956.
Railways Loan and Application Bill, 2839.

Coleman, Hon. P. L.-continued.
State Forests Loan and Application Bill,
2508.
Superannuation Bill, 162.
Uniform Taxation-Effect on State finances, 1531; validity of Commonwealth
legislation, 1531.
Water Supply-Removal of sand from
irrigation channels, 143.
Communist Pal·ty-Report of Royal Commission, 7; release of report to press,
142; cost of inquiry, 142.
"Conservation Week." (See" Timber.")
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1)-Received
from Assembly, 139; first reading, 139;
second reading, 140; Committee, 148;
remaining stages, 158.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2}-Received
from Assembly, 158; first reading, 158;
second reading, 158; remaining stages,
160.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. B}-Received
from Assembly, 372; first reading, 372;
second reading, 489; Committee, 505;
remaining stages, 506.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4}-Received
from Assembly, 1426; first reading, 1426;
second reading, 1529; Committee, 1552;
remaining stages, 1565.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Progress
statistics, 12.
Co-operative Housing Societies Bill-Received from Assembly, 1640; first reading, 1640; second reading, 2432; Committee, 2441; remaining stages, 2442;
clerical error corrected, 2591.
Country Fire Authority-Constitution, (qn.)
758; expenditure, (qn.) 758.-Dismissal
of Mr. Gingell, (qn.) 758, 788, 789, 1112,
1113; file re dismissal, 911, 964.-Circular
re appointment of Chief Fire Officers,
1559.
Country Roads Board-Maintenance of
main metropolitan roads, 155, 1550.Tribu te to Board, 502.-Policy re construction of tramline roads, 1550.Roads submerged by enlarged Eildon
weir, 1562. (See also "Municipalities.")
Country Roads Board Bill-Received from
Assembly, 2308; first reading, 2308;
. second reading, 2444; remaining stages,
2448.
Cruelty to Animals. (See" Police Offences
(Animals) Bill," and "Saleyards and
Abattoirs.")
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D.
Dairying

Industry -

Proposed

dairy

colleges, 9.
Dandenong
Ranges-Preservation,
1539,
1541; investigation by joint municipal
committee, 1539; purchase of Doongalla
estate for forestry centre, 1539; minimum area of subdivisions, 1540, 1541;
consideration by Town and Country
Planning Board, 1b41.
Decentralization, 8, 503.
Dental
Services-Treatment
of
school
children, 1536; transfer of Sou th Melbourne clinic, 1536.
Department of Health-Amenities for
nursing staff, 10; grants to Maternal
and Child Hygiene Branch, 1537.
Deputations to Ministers-Notification to
members, 1248, 1249.
DivisionsAdjournment of the H o'use.-On amendment to motion fixing period, 375.
Agri.cultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill-

On amendment to clause 2, 1787.
Bu,s'iness of the House-'On motion that

Government business take precedence of
private members' business, 1097.
Fisheries Unland Angling) Bill - On
second-reading motion, 2834.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill-On motion
for adjournment of second-reading debate, 1690; on second-reading motion,
1702; on clause 4, 1709; on amendment
to clause 5, 1713; on amendment to
clause 28, 1718; on clause 28, 1719; on
third-reading motion, 1719.
Jubilee and Centenm'y Sports Bill-On

second-reading motion, 2728.
.Legislative

Council

Franchise

Bill-On

motion for leave to introduce, 375.
Hygiene Authority Bill - On
amendment to motion for second reading, 2590.

JYlental

Ministers 0/ the Cl'own and Pa1'liamentary
Salaries Bill-On second-reading motion,

2823.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill-Oil pro-

posed new clause, 2707.
Railway Strike--On motion for adjourn-

ment of House, 2332.
Drainage Areas Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 374; second reading, 762, 901;
Committee, 903; remaining stages, 904.
Drivers' Licences-(See Motor Car (Drivers'
Licences) Bill and "Municipalities and
other Authorities Finances Bill.")

E.
Sir CUfden, K.C. (East Yarra
Province). (See" President, The (Sir
Clifden Eager, K.C,).")

~ge,r,

Education Department-Administration and Finance-Per capita

expenditure, 12.
Dental Services, 1536.
Scholarshil)S, 11.
South-Eastern
Province. -

Educational
facilities, 1535; deputation to Minister
from City of Moorabbin, 1535.
Teaching Staff-Houses for country head
teachers, 10; recruitments, 12; training
course, 12; transfers on promotion, 148;
accommodation difficulty, 148; place on
seniority list, 148. (See also" Teaching
Service (Amendment) Bill.")
Technical Education-Extension, 1561;
country schools, 1561; establishment of
institute of technology, 1561.
Education (Religious Instruction) BillIntroduction and first reading, 2554;
s'econd reading, 2695, 2708; Committee,
2720, 2778; remaining stages, 2779.
Eildon Weir. (See" Country Roads Board"
and" Water Supply.")
Elections and Qualifications CommitteeAppointment of members, 7.
Electricity Supply. (See" State Electricity
Commission," "State Electricity Commission Bill," and "State Electricity
Commission (Contracts) Bill.")
Empire Parliamentary Association-Appointment of Victorian delegate to New Zealand conference, 1552, 1553; luncheon
to overseas and interstate delegates,
1552, 1554.
Erosion of Soil. (See" Soil Conservation
and Land Utilization," and" Rivers and
Streams.")
,
Essential Services Act-Non-enforcement
in industrial disturbances, 147.

F.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) BillReceived from Assembly, 956; first reading, 956; second reading, 1240; remaining stages, 1248.
Farmers Debts Adjustment--Commonwealth
financial assistance, 493; use of unexpended moneys, 493, 495; concessions
by creditors, 493; recompense to creditors
from balance of funds, 493; effect of
Rural Finance Corporation Act on
Board, 493; re-appointment of Mr. L. R.
Rodda as Board member, 493.
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Fire Brigades (Long-service Leave) BillReceived from Assembly, 2708; first
reading, 2708; second reading, 2824; remaining stages, 2825.
Firemen's Strike. (See" Metropolitan Fire
Brigades Board.")
Firewood Supplies. (See" Forests Commission.")
Fish-Price de-control, 146.
Fisheries and Game Department--Amateur
fishermen's licences, 1561, 1936; netting
regulations, 1936, 1937.
Fisheries (Inland Angling) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2708; first reading,
2708; second reading, 2825; Committee
and remaining stages, 2834.
Flood Damage, Ivanhoe. (See" Melbourne
and Metropolitan Board of Works.")
Food Contracts-Negotiations between Commonwealth and British Governments,
1555, 1556. (See also" Meat Industry.")
Foreshores-Prevention of erosion, 153; provision of beach amenities, 153; plan for
essential works, 153.
Forests (Accounts 1tnd Funds) Bill-Received from Assembly, 1216; first reading, 1216; second reading, 1765; Committee and remaining stages, 1769.
Forests Commission-Work of Commissioners and staff, 11; firewood supplies,
159. (See also "Dandenong Ranges,"
"Municipalities," "State Forests Loan
and Application Bill," and" Timber.")
Fraser, Hon. A. M. (Melbourne North
Province).
Bell-street Bridge, 155!.
Business of the House-Order of bUSiness,
1091.
Cinematograph
Shows-City
theatre
charges, 142.
Consolida.ted Revenue Bill (No.1), 142.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1549.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2721.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2557.
Grain Elevators Bill, 1935.
Housing-Accommodation for elderly persons, 1550.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2725,
2728.
Landlord and Tenant (Servicemen) Bill,
2733.
Legislative CounCil-Abolition, 488.
Legislative Council Bill, 373.
Legislative Council Franchise Bill, 374.

Fraser, Hon. A. M.--continued.
Licensing Act-Licences for manufacture
and sale of liquor, 1217.
McPherson's Limited Pension Fund. BlU,.
2305,2731.
Medical Bill, 2501.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Northcote route, 1550.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2589, 259L
Motor Omnibus AdviSOry Committee-Personnel, functions and meetings, 1216.
Police Discipline Board-Tabling of file"
1765.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 2702, 2708.
Police Offences (Idle and Disorderly Persons) Bill, 2592.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 1232.
Public Trustee Bill, 1323, 1324, 2835..
2836.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill.
1922.
Racecourse Betting-Hours, 1640; Police
action, 1640.
Railway Strike, 2326.
Road Maintenance-.Relief for municipalities, 1550; re-construction of lIighstreet, Northcote, 1550.
Royal Commission on Communist PartyRelease of report to press, 142; cost of
inquiry, 142.
Rural Finance Corporation-Activities
and cost, 1550.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 1449.
Tallangatta Township (Removal) BiD,
2209, 2216, 2218.
Transport--Coburg~Preston bus service"
1551; rou tes, time tables, fares, 1552Water Bill, 2340.
Workers' Compensation (Amendment»
Bill, 2792.

G.
GalbaUy, Hon. J. W.
Province).

(Melbourne North.

Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 3), 495.
ConSolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1554...
Country Roads Board Bill, 2446.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) BiU~
1245.
Fisheries (Inland Angling) Bill, 2827_
Floods at Ivanhoe-Responsibility for
drainage, 2489; damage to property or.
ex-serviceman, 2489.
Liquor Laws-" Saner drinking" movement, 496, 1554; service by hotels, 497"
1555; drunkenness, 498.

INDEX.
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Galbally, Hon. J. W.-continued.
IVlelbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Sewerage channel to Yarra
river, 495.
Motor Car (Drivers' Licences) Bill, 2451.
Nurses and Midwives Bill, 1318.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill,
1926.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill
(No.2), 2812.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 1450.
Garages.

(See" Building Materials.")

Gartside, Hon. C. P.
(South-Eastern
Province).
City of Moorabbin-Educational facilities,
1535.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1535,
1552 1561.
Dental Services-Treatment of school
children, 1536; transfer of South Melbourne clinic, 1536.
'Deputations to Ministers-Notification of
-Legislative Council members concerned,
1248.
Education Department-Deputation to
Minister, re facilities at Moorab'bin,
1535; requirements in South-Eastern
Province, 1535.
Empire Parliamentary Conference in New
Zealand-Appointment of Victorian representative, 1552.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
1240,1246.
Fisheries and Game-Rod licence fee,
1561; amateur fishermen's licences,
1936; netting regulation, 1936.
Fisheries (Inland Angling) Bill, 2829.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1686, 1704.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionGrants to institutions, 1536; public appeal for funds, 1537; instructions re
expenditure, 1537.
Maternal and Child Hygiene Branch-Extension of activities, 1537; Government
grants, 1537.
Medical Bill, 2496, 2503.
MelbourIlje and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 773.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2567,
2590.
Ministers of the Crown and Parliamentary Salaries Bill, 2823.
NUrses and Midwives Bill, 1317.
Printers and Newspapers (Foreign AdverUsenlents) Bill, 895.

Gartside, Hon. C. P.-continued.
Water Supply Loan and Application Bill,
2086.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill-Received
from Assembly, 1216; first reading, 1216;
second reading, 1303, 1451, 1642; Committee, 1702; remaining stages, 1719.
Gasification of Brown Coal. (See" Coal
Supplies.")
Geelong (Kardinia Park) Land Bill-Received from Assembly, 2695; first reading, 2695; second reading, 2736; remaining stages, 2737.
GeUiondale Land (Mineral Lease) BillReceived from Assembly, 2342; first
reading, 2342; second reading, 2513,
2557;
Committee, 2561;
remaining
stages, 2562.
Goods (Textile Products) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 374; second reading,
662; Committee, 669; remaining stages,
670.
Governor, His Excellency Sir Reginald
Alexander Dallas Brooks, K.C.B., C.M.G.,
D.S.O.-Speech on opening of session,
2; motion for adoption of Address-inReply, 7; seconded, 11; debate adjourned, 13; Order of the Day for resumption of debate discharged, 134.
Grain Elevators Bill - Received from
Assembly, 1529; first reading, 1529; second reading, 1928; Committee, 1935;
remaining stages, 1936.
H.

" Hansard "-Day of issue, 1112, 1114.
Harbor Trust (Melbourne). (See" Marin€
(Temporary Exemptions) Bill," and
" Melbourne Harbor Trust (Housing
Adyances) Bill.")
Harvey, Hon. Trevor (Gippsland Province).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
646, 1097, 1100, 1784, 1785.
Cattle Compensation Bill, 1640, 2197, 2204.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
956,1240.
Fisheries Unland Angling) Bill, 2708,
2825.
Goods (Textile Products) Bill, 374, 662.
Landlord and Tenant (Servicemen) Bill,
2444, 2591, 2734.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board-Strike
of firemen, 1085.
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Harvey, Hon. Trevor---continued.
Motor Car (Drivers' Licences) Bill, 2308,
2450.
l\ailways Dismantling Bill, 2516, 2735.
State Electricity Commission Bill, 2695,
2804.
State Forests Loan and Application Bill,
2432, 2506, 2512.
University (Veterinary Research) Bill,
372, 647, 653.
Victorian Inland Meat Authority (Advances) Bill, 1566, 2016, 2111, 2112.

Idle and Disorderly Persons. (See" Police
Offences (Idle and Disorderly Persons)
Bill." )
Immigration-Housing of migrant employees, 1559, 1560; skilled artisans for
industry, 1560.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment)
Bill-Received
from
Assembly, 1565; first reading, 1565;
second reading, 2001; Committee and remaining stages, 2016.

Health, DelJartment of (See .. Department
of Health.")

Inchbold, Hon. P. P.
(North-Eastern
Province).
Business of the House-Order of business,
1090.
Coal Mines Regulation (Accidents Relief) Bill, 1936, 2219.
Coal
Mining
Industry
(Long-service
Leave) Bill, 956, 1769.
Education (Religious Instruction> Bill,
2554, 2695, 2720, 2722, 2778, 2779.
Fire Brigades (Long-service Leave) Bill,
2708.
G~lliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2342.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2219,
2443,2728.
Land Tax BUl, 2197.
Melbourne (Bowen-street) Land Bill, 372,
896, 899.
Nurses and Midwlves Bill, 1320.
Printers and Newspapers (Foreign Advertisements) Bill, 372, 781, 784, 787,

Hospitals-Expenditure on new buildings,
10; financial pOSition, 1531; Government
assistance, 1531.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Conditions of grants to subsidized institutions, 1536; public appeal for funds,
1537; instructions to administrative committees, 1537. (See also .. Surplus Revenue <Unexpended Balances) Bill.")
Hotels. (See" Licensing Act.")
House Committee-Appointment of Council
members, 134.
HousingBorough of Ringwood--Building of shacks
used as dwellings, 1113, 1114.
Construction Statistics-Compilation, 145,
149, 150, 151.
Controls-Removal, 1546.
Country Requ,irements, 151.
Elderly Pe01)le-Provision of accommodation, 1550.
Industrial
Subu1'bs-Living
conditions,
152; repair of dwellings, 152.
Mornington Peninsular-Building of holiday homes, 151.
Prefabricatecl Houses-Importation, 145;
production in Victoria, 145.
Temporary
Accommodation-Condi tions
at Watsonia, 145, 150; expenditure, 150.
(See also" Building Materials," "Building
Operations and Building Materials Control (Amendment) Bill," "Co-operative
Housing Societies Bill," "Immigration,"
.. Imported Materials Loan and Application (Amendment) Bill," .. Landlord
and Tenant Act," "Local Government
(Imported Houses) Bill," and "Melbourne Harbor Trust (Housing Advances) Bill.")
Hume Weir Enlargement. (See" Tallangatta To~nship (Removal) Bill.")

8DO, 893.

Public Trustee Bill, 758, 1320, 1324, 2835,
2837.
Pyalong Lands Exchange Bill, 372, 654.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 1216, 1448.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1529,
1909.
Industrial Disputes. (See" Essential Services Act.")
Inland Meat Killing-Est.ablishment of
works at Ballarat, 506; extension of
country centres, 506; operations of Victorian Inland Meat Authority, (qn.)
1640.
Isaac, Hon. C. E. <South-Eastern Province).
Address-in-Reply, 11.
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
1780, 1784, 1785, 1787.
Agricultural Science-Transfer of School
of Agriculture to country, 11.

Isaac, Hon. C. E.-continued.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1541.
. Co-operative Housing Societies-Establishment statistics, 12; advances, 12;
houses erected, 12.
D~ndenong
Ranges-Preservation
01
beauty spots, 1541; subdivision of land,
1541; consideration by Town and Country Planning Board, 1541.
Education Department-Recruitment of
t~achers, 12; training course, 12; per
capita expenditure, 12.
Electricity Supply-Extension of services,
11; allocation of materials for new connections, 12.
Fire Brigades (Long-service Leave) Bill,
2824.
Forests (Accounts and Funds) Bill, 1767,
1769.
Forests Department-Work of Commission and staff, 11.
Ministers of the Crown and Parliamentary Salaries Bill, 2823.
MuniCipal Councils-Functions and financial responsi'bili ties, 13; proposed commission of inquiry, 13.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2787.
Railways Dismantling Bill, 2735.
Railway Strike, 2331.
Rivers and Streams-Control, 1543; Avon
river, 1543.
Soil Conservation Authority-Land utilization plan, 12.
State Development Committee--Survey
and control of national parks, 1541; development of tourist resorts, 1~42; report by Mr. Crosbie Morrison, 1542.
State Forests Loan and Application Bill,
2507.
Teaching Service
(Amendment) Bill,
1998.
Timber-" Conservation Week," 1542.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds, 13.
Water Bill, 2338.
Water Supply Department--Scientific and
technical staffs. 11.
Water Supply Loan and Application Bill,
2088.
Ivanhoe-Kew Sewage Disposal. (See" Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works.")

J.
Jones, Hon. Paul (Doutta Galla Province).
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 156.

Jones, Hon. Paul-continued.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 498.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1562.
Eildon Weir-Replacement of submerged
roads, 1562.
Factories and Shops (Amendment> Bill,
1243.
Legislative Council (Franchise) Bill, 375.
Medical Bill, 2499.
Newmarket Saleyards ~l)d .ot\battoirsCruelty to live stock, 156; complaints
from citizens, 156; removal from city,
157, 498.
Printers
and
Newspapers
(Foreign
Advertisements) Bill, 896.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill,
1923.
Railway
Department-Melbourne
to
Mansfield passenger service, 499.
State Forests Loan and Application Bill,
2511.
Tallangatta Township (Removal) Bill,
2211.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1913.
University (Veterinary Research) Bill, 652.
Water Supply Loan and Application Bill,
2092, 2096.
Weights and Measures Bill, 1332.
JUbilee and Centenary Sports Bill-Received from Assembly, 2219; first reading, 2219; second reading, 2443, 2722;
Committee, 2728; remaining stages, 2729.

K.
Kardinia Park, Geelong.
(See" Geelong
(Kardinia Park) Land Bill.")
Kennedy, Sir James (Higinbotham Prov.).
Business of the House-Day of meeting,
375; order of business, 1086, 1112; suspension of sitting, 2841.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 142,
155.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 372.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1532.
Co-operative Housing Societies Bill, 2436.
Country Roads Board Bill, 2446.
Drainage Areas Bill, 374, 768.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2711.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
1242.
Forests (Accounts and Funds) Bill, 1767.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1677, 1702,
1705, 1709, 1719.
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Kennedy, Sir James--continu.ed.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2514.
Grain Elevators Bill, 1934.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 2015.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2724.
Land Tax Bill, 2450.
Legislative Council Bill, 373, 375.
Legislative Council Franchise Bill, 215,
374.
Local Government, 155, 156.
Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill, 2505.
Local Government (Shire of Braybrook)
Bill, 2695, 2775.
Marine (Temporary Exemptions) Bill, 222.
McPherson's Limited Pensions Fund Bill,
2307.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 373.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Contracts) Bill, 1112.
Melbourne (Bowen-street) Land Bill, 372.
(Housing
Melbourne
Harbor
Trust
Advances) Bill, 7, 218.
Ministers of the Crown and Parliamentary
Salaries Bill, 2817.
Municipalities-Responsibilities, 155; investigation by Commission, 155; rates
on Government residences, 155; cost ot
private street construction, 155; financial assistance, 156.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2780.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 2705.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Bill, 373.
(Foreign
Printers
and
Newspapers
Advertisements) Bill, 786.
Public Contracts (Amendment> Bill, 1775.
Public Officers Salaries Bill, 2803.
Public Trustee Bill, 1322.
Public Works Committee-Appointment
of Mr. Harvey and Mr. MacLeod, 7.
Public Works Loan and Application Bil1,
1920.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill
(No. 2),2810.
Railway Strike--Motion for adjournment
of the House, 2309.
Royal Commission on Communist PartyReport, 7.
Statute
Law
Revision
CommitteeAppointment of Council members, 7.
"Tallangatta Township (Removal) Bill,
2212.

Kennedy,

SirJ~es-continu.ed.

Uniform
Taxation-Effect
on
State
finances, 1532; proposed conference,
1532.
Water Bill, 2340.
Water Supply Loan and Application Bill,
2095.
Weights and Measures Bill, 1324, 1329.
Kennelly, Hon. P. J. (Melbourne West
Province).
Basic Wage-Increase, 1534; conference
of Commonwealth and States, 1534.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Amendment) Bill,
1441.
Business of the House-Order of business,
1087; suspension of sitting, 2841.
Coal Mines Regulation (Accident Relief)
Bill, 2222.
Coal
Mining
Industry
(Long-service
Leave) Bill, 1771.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 153,
156.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 372,
490.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1533.
Country Roads Board Bill, 2445.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2713, 2720, 2778.
Fire Brigades (Long-service Leave) Bill,
2825.
Fisheries (Inland Angling) Bill, 2830.
Foreshores-Prevention of erosion, 153;
provision of beach amenities, 153; plan
for essential works, 153.
Forests (Accounts and Funds) Bill, 1768.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1696, 1703,
1706.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2559.
Land Tax Bill, 2450.
Leave of Absence-To Mr. Beckett, 7; to
Mr. Galbally, 7.
Legislative Council (Franchise) Bill, 215.
Local Government (Shire of Braybrook)
Bill, 2777.
Marine (Temporary Exemptions) Bill, 223.
Melbourne
H'arbor
Trust
(Housing
Advances) Bill, 218.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2577, 2590.
Ministers of the Crown and Parliamentary
Salaries Bill, 2818.
Municipalities-Grouping, 156; financial
riifficulties, 156; cost of road making,
156; payments to fire brigades, 156.

INDEX.

Kennelly, Hon. P. J.--ccmtinuecl.
Point of Order-Chairman's ruling on
admissibility of amendment, 1706.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Bill, 779.
Public Officers Salaries Bill, 2803.
Public 'Works Loan and Application Bill,
1924.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill
(No.2), 2811.
Pyalong Lands Exchange Bill, 655.
Railway Strike, 2314, 2316.
Road Traffic-Problems in metropolitan
area, 490; roofing Flinders-street railway yard, 491; accidents, 491, 492; licensing of motor cyclists, 491; testing roadworthiness of vehicles, 492.
Shrine of Remembrance Site Bill, 1907.
Social Services-State expenditure, 1533.
State Electricity Commission (Contracts)
Bill, 671, 772.
Victorian
Inland
Meat
Authority
(Advances) Bill, 2107.
Weights and Measures Bill, 1331.
Kittson, Hon. J. F. (Ballarat Province).
Motor Car (Drivers' Licences) Bill, 2451.
Shrine of Remembrance Site Bill, 190B.
Victorian
Inland
Meat
Authority
(Advances) Bill, 2112.

L.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Cost of repairs to
condemned houses, 1545; relief to landlords, 1545, 1549; effect of operation of
Act, 1545; suggested removal of rent
control on new houses, 1546; sub-letting
by tenants, 1546; proposed aU-party
committee, 1547, 1549; basis of house
valuations for fixation of rents, 1549;
evictions in Fitzroy and Collingwood,
(qn.) 2431.
Landlord and Tenant (Servicemen) BillReceived from Assembly, 2444; first
reading, 2444; 'second rea~ing, 2591,
2733;
Committee,
2733;
remaining
stages, 2734.
Land Tax Bill-Received from Assembly,
2197; first reading, 21·97; second reading,
2449; remaining stages, 2450.
Land Utilization. (See" Soil Conservation
and Land Utilization.")
Lallgi Kal Kal Training Farm. (See" Penal
Department.")
Latrobe Valley. (See II Coal Supplies.")
Leave of Absence--For Mr. Beckett, 7; for
Mr. Galbally, 7.

Legislative Council-Widening of franchise,
147; abolition (qn.) 488. (See also
"Money Bills.")
Legislative Council Bill-Notice of motion
for leave to introduce, 373.
Legislative Council (Franchise) Bill-Motion
(by leave) for leave to bring in Bill,
21!?; objection, 215; notice of motion,
215; motion submitted, 374; negatived,
375.
Legislative Council RefQrm Bill-Received
from Assembly, 646; first re.ading, 646.;
second reading, 758, 957; Committee,
963; remaining stages, 963.
Library Committee - Council members
appointed, 134.
Licensing ActDrunkenness-Prevalence, 496, 498; penalties, 498.
Hotels-Drinking f'acili ties and hours, 496,
1555.-Meal times, 497.-" Saner drinking " movement, 496, 1554.-Accommodation
for
overseas
visitors,
502.Management of overseas hotels, 1557,Suggested investigation, 1558.
M anu,factu,re

and

Sale

of

Liquor-

Licences, 1217.
of political j'parties,
1554; referendum, 1556, 1565.

Reforms-AttiItude

Review of Legislation, 502.

Lienhop, Hon. J. H. (Bendigo Province).
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Amendment> Bill,
1448;
Business of the House-Order of business,
1095; hours of sitting, 1937.
Cattle Compensation Bill, 2202.
Coal Mines Regulation (Accidents Relief)
Bill, 2223.
Coal
Mining
Industry
(-Long-service
Leave) Bill, 1771.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1>, 155. •
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 492.
Farmers' Debts Adjustment BoardRecompensing creditors from balance of
rehabilitation fund, 493; re-appointment
of Mr. Rodda as member, 493; use of
unexpended money, 495.
Fisheries <Inland Angling) Bill, 2827.
Grain Elevators Bill, 1935.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2728.
Local Government - Investig,ation of
responsibilities and finances, 155, 647;
roads used by Forests Commission, 647.
Point of Order-Reference to country
magistrates, 2827.
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Lienhop, Hon. J. H.-continued.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 2706, 2707.
Police Offences (Idle and Disorderly
Persons) Bill, 2592.
Police Offences (Race-meetings BilD, 906,
909.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Bill, 780.
Printers
and
Newspapers
(Foreign
Advertisements) Bill, 787.
Public Service-Tribute, 492.
Pyalong Lands Exchange Bill, 655.
State Electricity Commission (Contracts)
Bill, 771.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 1451.
TaHangatta Township (Removal) Bill,
2217, 2218.
University (Veterinary Research) Bill, 651.
Victorian Inland Me.at Authority (Advances) Bill, 2024, 2096, 2110.
Liquor Reforms. (See" Licensing Act.")
Live Stock-Research institute at Werribee,
9. (See also" Saleyards and Abattoirs.")
Local Government. (See Ie Municipalities.")
Local Government (Imported Houses) BillIntroduction and first reading, 2432;
second reading, 2505, 2554; remaining
stages, 2556.
Local Government (Shire of Braybrook)
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
2695; second reading, 2773; remaining
stages, 2777.
Ludbrook, Hon. H. C. (Ballarat Province).
Address-in-Reply, 8.
Agriculture Department-Veterinary services, 9.
Cattle Compensation Bill, 2199.
Ch ildren's Welfare Department-Wards,
504; position of private and church
institutions, 504; allowances to mothers,
504; first offenders' home, 504; sub. normal children, 504; under-privileged
ch ildren: report by Brotherhood of St.
Laurence, 647.
Coal-Importation, 8.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 504.
Dairying Industry-Proposed colleges, 9.
Decentr·alization, 8.
Educ.ation
Department - Homes
for
country teachers, 10; scholarships, 11.
Eildon Weir-Enlargement, 9.
Hospitals-Expenditure on new bUildings, 10.
Langi Kal Kal Tr·aining Farm-Number
of inmates, 1298; expenditure, 1298.
Live Stock-Diseases research, 9.

Ludbrook, Hon. H. C.-continued.
Mental Hygiene-Psychiatric treatment of
patients, 10; recommended reforms, 10;
transfer of children from Kew hospital,
10; grouping of patients, 10; facilities
at Royal Park home, 10; work of
Travancore Development Centre, 10;
hostels for discharged patients, 10.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2584.
Milk Pasteurization Act-Advisory committee, 8.
Nurses and Midwives Bill, 1319.
Nursing Profession-Amenities, 10.
Penal Department-Borstal system, 9;
juvenile first offenders, 10.
Pittard, The late Hon. A. J.-Services to
Victoria, 8.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 2704.
Railway Department-Re-organization, 9;
skilled overseas workmen, 9; importation of trucks and equipment, 9.
Robinvale Irrigation Project-Overseas
tenders, 9.
Soil Erosion-Siltation of reservoirs and
. streams, 9; remedial .measures, 9.
Soldier
Settlement
CommissionOccupancy of blocks on Ettrick estate,
788.
Under-Privileged Children, 647.
University (Veterinary Research) Bill,649.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Scope of
Board's control, '9; rabbit pest, 9; wire
netting subsidy, 9, 789.
M.
MacAulay, Hon. William (Gippsland Prov.).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
1782.
Cattle Compensation Bill, 2205.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 159.
Drainage Areas Bill, 901, 904.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2716, 2779 .
Factories an.d Shops (Amendment) Bill,
1245.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2557,
Opening of Parliament-Broadcast of
ceremony, 159.
Statement as Acting
Committees-

Debate-Relevancy
2111.

Chairman

of

of

remarks,

MacLeod, Hon. H. V. (Western Province>.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1544.
Education (Religious Instruction> Bill,
2718.
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MacLeod, Hon. H. V.-continued.
Ministers of the Crown and Parliamentary
Salaries Bill, 2821.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 2703.
Portland-Construction of port, 1544.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill
(No.2), 2812.
Railway
Department-Links
between
Western District lines, 1544.
Reafforestation - Pine plantations in
Western District, 1545.
Tallangatta Township (Removal) Bill,
2208.
Victorian Inland Meat Authority (Advances) Bill, 2106.

McDonald, Hon. A. E.-continued.
Printers and Newspapers (Foreign Advertisements) Bill, 783, 786, 891.
Public Trustee Bill, 2835, 2836.
State Electricity Commission (Contracts)
Bill, 674, 769.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Proposed inquiries in Adelaide, 887.
Superannuation Bill, 161.
Tallangatta Township (Removal) Bill,
2213, 2216.
Victorian Inland Meat Authority (Advances) Bill, 2112.
Workers' Compensation
(Amendment)
Bill, 2795, 2801.

Marine (Temporary Exemptions) BlllIntroduction and first reading, 139;
second reading, 220; Committee, 224;
remaining stages, 224.
l\Iaternal and Child Hygiene. (See" Department of Health.")

McPherson's Limited Pension Fund .BillReceived from Assembly, 2304; motion
that" Bill be dealt with as a publlc Bill
except in relation to the payment of
fees," 2304; debated, 2304; agreed to
2308; first reading, 2512; second reading. 2729; Committee, 2732; remaining
stages, 2733.
. Meat Industry-Contracts with British
Government, 1555, 1556.
Medical Bill-Received from Assembly, 2078;
first reading, 2078; second reading,
2489;
Committee. 2503;
remaining
stages, 2505.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
-Inspection of works in upper r.eaches
of Yarra river, 2309.-Flood damage to
property at Ivanhoe, (qn.) 2489.-Proposed sewerage channel in IvanhoeKe.w area, 495, 498, 501, 505, (qn.) 646.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board oj
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 373; second
reading, 658, 772; Committee, 776; remaining stages, 776.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Contracts) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 889; second reading, 1111; remaining stages, 1112.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Northcote route, 1550.
lUelbourne (Bowen-street) Land Bill-Received from Assembly, 372; first reading, 372; second reading, 896; Committee, 899; remaining stages, 901.
Melbourne Harbor Trust (Housing Advances) Bill--IntrC'duction and first reading, 7; acceptance as Government
measure, 135; second reading, 216; Committee, 220; remaining stages, 220;
clerical error corrected, 486.

McArthur, Hon. G. S. (South-Western Prov.).
Business of the House-Regularity of sittings, 162.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
1243.
Geelong (Kardinia Park) Land Bill, 2737.
Railway Strike, 2331.
McDonald, Hon. A. E. <South-Western
Province).
Acts Interpretation (Amendment) Bill,
1776.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Amendment) Bill,
1442.
Business of the House-Order of business,
1088.
(Long-service
Coal Mining Industry
Leave) Bill, 1771.
Fisheries <Inland Angling) Bill, 2833.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1690, 1702,
1704, 1705, 1707, 1713, 1717.
Geelong (Kardinia Park) Land Bill, 2736.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2559.
Goods (Textile Products) Bill, 666.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2726.
McPhersons' Limited Pension Fund Bill,
2305, 2732, 2733.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board- -Strike
of firemen, 1285.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 2708.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Bill, 777.
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Members' Privileges-Tabling of documents,
911, 912.
Mental HygieneKew Mental Hospital-Transfer of child-

ren, 10.
PC(,tients-Grouping according to age, 10.
Psychiatric Treatment-Recommendations

by Dr. Kennedy, 10; work of Travancore
Development Centre, 10; additional
clinics and hostels, 10.
Royal P(('Tk Home-Treatment of children,
10.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2219; first reading, 2219;
second reading, 2332, 2562; amendment,
2577; negatived, 2590; motion for second
reading agreed to, 2590; Committee,
2590; remaining stages, 2591; Assembly's
amendment correcting clerical error,
agreed to, 2835.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board-Strike
of firemen, (qn.) 1085.
Milk Pasteurization Act--Functions of committee, 8.
Ministers of the Crown and Parliamentary
Salaries Bill-Received from Assembly,
2695; first reading, 2695; second reading,
2814; Committee and remaining stages,
2824.
Ministry-Change of Government, 133;
Labour party's support for Country
party Administration, 144, 148.
Money Bills-Power of Council, 141.
Motion for the Adjournment of the House
(Proposed to enable honorable members
to discuss public question) re railway
strike, 2309.
Motor Bus Services--Coburg-Preston district, 1551; routes, timetables and fares,
1552.
Motor Car (Drivers' Licences) Bill-Received from Assembly, 2308; first reading, 2308; second reading, 2450; Committee, 2451; remaining stages, 2452.
Motor Cars. (See" Road Accidents" and
.. Road Traffic").
Motor Cycles-Age for issue of driving
licences,
491.
(See
also
.. Road
Acciden ts "),
Motor Omnibus Advisory Committee-Personnel, functions, and meetings, (qn.)
1216.

MunicipalitiesFunctions and financial responsibilities,
13, 154, 155, 156; proposed investigation
by Commission, 13, 155, 647.-Loss of
revenue from non-rateable properties,
154.-Payments to Fire Brigades Board
and other bodies, 13, 154, 156.-Rates on
Governmen t residences, 155.-Cost of
streets adjoining Crown properties,
155.-Grouping of municipal districts,
156.-Increased cost of road-making,
156.-Legislation f'e maintenance of
roads used by Forests Commission, (qn.)
647.-Financial assistance for metropoli"
tan municipalities, 153, 156, 1549, 1550.Reconstruction of High-street, Northcote, 1550. (See also" Drainage Areas
Bill," .. Local Government (Imported
Houses)
Bill," " Local Government
(Shire of Braybrook) Bill," .. Swimming
Pools," "State Electricity Commission,"
and "Town and Country Planning.")
Municipalities and Other Authorities Finances Bill-Received from Assembly,
2488; first reading, 2488; second reading,
2734, 2779; Committee, 2786; remaining
stages, 2788.

N.
National Parks-Expenditure at Ferntree
Gully, 1541; preservation, 1541; consideration by State Development Committee, 1541.
(See also " Tourist
Industry.")
Newmarket Sale yards and Abattoirs. (See
"Saleyards and Abattoirs.")
Non-Contributory State Pensions Bill-Received from Assembly, 486; first reading,
486; second reading, 909; remaining
stages, 910.
Nurses. (See Department of Health.")
Nurses and Mirlwives Bill-Received from
Assembly, 956; first reading, 956; second
reading, 1309; Committee, 1318; remaining stages, 1320.
If

O.
Olympic
502 .

Games-Hotel

accommodation)

P.
Pa.riiamellt-Opening of the session, 1;
broadcasting of ceremony, 159; close of
the session, 2842.
Parliament House-Installation of new lift,
1537; condition of clocks, 1537.
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.Patriotic l<unds Council-Government expenditure, 1558, 1560; control of funds,
1558.
Penal Department-Introduction of Borstal
system, 9; first offenders' home, 10;
Langi . Kal Kal Training Farm, (qn.)
1298.
Pharmaceutical Chemists. (See" Medical
Bill.")
Pine Plantations. (See" Timber.")
Pittard, The late Hon. A. J.--Services to
State, 8.
Police
Department-Tabling
of
file
re Police Discipline Board cases, 1765.
Police Offences Act-Hours of racecourse
betting, (qn,) 1640; police action at
Caulfield racecourse, (qn,) 1640.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2432; first reading, 2432;
second reading, 2515, 2699; Committee,
2705; remaining stages, 2708.
Police Offences (Idle and Disorderly Persons)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 2516;
first reading, 2516; second reading, 2591;
Committee and remaining stages, 2592.
Police Offences (Race-meetings) Bill-Received from Assembly, 486; first reading,
486; second reading, 904; Committee,
908; remaining stages, 909.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Amendment
Bill-Received from Assembly, 1085;
first reading, 1085; second reading, 1217;
remaining stages, 1219.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Bill-Received from Assembly, 373; first reading,
373; second reading, 656, 776; Committee, 781, 889; remaining stages, 890.
Portland Harbor-Construction of port
facilities, 1544.
President, The (Sir Clifden Eager, K.C.).
Rulings amI Statements ofAnswers to Questions-Information construable as propaganda, 957; question
answerable by "yes" or "no", 957;
publication in Hansard of unread table
of statistics, 2308.
Bills-Prescribing conditions on which
leave to move second reading would be
granted to Minister, 372; objection to
second reading being made Order of the
Day for same day as receipt of Bill
from Assembly, 372, 373, 2695; member
moving for leave to introduce Bill, 373;
correcting remarks, and giving notice of
motion for next day of meeting, 373;
registering objection to granting leave

President, The (Sir Clifden Eager, K.CJcontinued.

by voting against enabling motion, 374;
member giving notice, on motion for
adjournment of House, of intention to
move next day for leave to introduce
Bill, 376.
Declared
Private-McPherson's
Bills
Limited Pension Fund Bill, 2304;
methods of dealing with private Bills,
2307.
Chairmen of Committees, TemporaryAppointments, 7.
Coal Mines Regulation (Accidents Relief)
Bill-References to miners' phthisis,
2223; benefits provided under the
principal Act, 2224.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 372.
Country Roads Board Bill, 2447, 2448.
Debate-Bringing personal matters into
criticism of Government, 144; scope ot
debate on motion for leave to introduce
Bill, 374; Minister reading speech, 664;
referring to notes when explaining Bill,
664; member rising to speak after voices
given on question put, 963; re-submission of question, 963; referring to debates
in Assembly, 1090, 2569; relevancy of
remarks, 1091, 1092, 1220, 1221, 1240,
1693, 1920, 1926, 2014, 2320, 2321,
~322, 2333, 2447, 2448, 2494, 2497, 2502,
2822, 2832; member discussing events
in the Senate 9f the Commonwealth,
1093; member of one House of legislature attacking proceedings in another,
1093; debating Bills passed in same
session, 1094, 1663; relevancy of newspaper article, 1096; withdrawal of statement Objected to, 1240, 1660, 2841; reading letters from unnamed persons, 1551;
scope of quotations from Hansard in
Council debates, 1647; interjections,
1652, 1920, 2309, 2322, 2325; illustrating
arguments, 1656; limitation of debate on
adjournment motion at end of sitting,
1937, 2229, 2230; epitomizing newspaper
articles, 2098; scope of personal explanation, 2229; remarks personal to Commonwealth Conciliation Commissioner,
2316; giving substance of letter, 2323,
2574; member standing or interrupUng
while President speaking, 2448; dissenting from Pr·esident's ruling, 2448; member drawing attention to strangers in
gallery, 2573.
Elections and Qualifications CommitteeAppointments, 7.
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President, The (Sir CHfden Eager, K.CJcontinued.

Governor's Speech, 7.
Hansard-Reporting interjections during
debates, 1652, 2322.
Legislative Council Bill, 373.
Legislative Council Franchise Bill, 374,
375.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 962, 963.

Local Government (Shire of Braybrook)
Bill, 2695.
McPherson's Limited Pension Fund BillDeclared private Bill, 2304; application
of relevant Standing Orders, 2305;
powers and privileges of Council, 2307;
copies of Select Committee's report, 2512.
Melbourne (Bowen-street> Land Bill, 372.
Melbourne
Harbor
Trust
(Housing
Advances) Bill-Clerical error, 486.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill-Proposed
Select Committee, 2590.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Bill, 373.
Private Bills-Procedure, 2305, 2307.
Privileges of Members-Asking questions
relating to public affairs, 912; requiring
production of departmental files or
original documen ts, 912.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Scope
of powers under terms of resolution re
transfer of land inquiries in South
Australia. 889; message from Assembly.
agreeing to similar resolution, 889.
Price Control-Prices of de-controlled items,
146.

Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill-Received from Assembly, 670; first reading, 670; second reading, 1104, 1219;
Committee, 1238; remaining stages,
1239.

Printers and Newspapers (Foreign Advertisements) Bill-Received from Assembly,
372: first reading, 372; second reading,
781; Commi ttee, 784, 890; remaining
stages, 896.
Printing Committee-Appointments, 134.
Pro hate Duties. (See" Administration and
Probate Duties Bill.")
Public Contracts (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 889; second
reading, 1775; remaining stages, 1776.
Public Officers Salaries Bill-Received from
Assembly, 2516; first reading, 2516;
second reading, 2801; remaining stages,
2803.

Public Service-Tribute. 492: increased cost,
1552.

Public
Trustee
Bill-Received
from
Assembly, 758; first reading, 758; second
reading, 1320; Committee, 1324, 2835;
remaining stages, 2837.
Public Works Committee-Appointment of
Council members, 7, 133.
Public Works Loan and Application BiIIReceived from Assembly, 1529; first
reading, 1529; second reading, 1916;
Committee, 1927; remaining stages, 1928.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill
(No. 2)-Received from Assembly, 2695;
first reading, 2695; second reading, 2806;
Committee, 2813; remaining stages, 2814.
pyalong Lands Exchange Bill-Received
from Assembly, 372; first reading, 372;
second reading, 654; remaining stages.
656.

R.
Racecourse Betting.

(See" Police Offences

~ct.")

Railway DepartmentCallide Coal-Tests, 758, 2197, 2227; Departmental fuel engineer's report, 2228.
Cam,beTweZl- Ashb1l,rton Line-Duplication,
1565. (See also "Transport.")
Country Services-Mansfield line, 499;
travellers from Wood's Point, 499.Linking of Western District lines, 1544.
Motor Buses-On country routes, 502.
Prefabricated Houses-Offer to Tasmanian
Government, (qn.) 956.
RoUting Stock-Importation ot trucks and
eq uipmen t, 9.
Staff-Skilled workmen from overseas, 9.
Strike of Employees-Arrangements for
transport of country members, 1333.Subject discussed, 2308.
Railway Loa,n and Application Bill-Received from Assembly, 2722; first reading, 2722; second reading, 2837; Committee, 2840; remaining stages, 2840.
Railways Dismantling Bill-Received from
Assembly, 2516; first reading, 2516;
second reading, 2735; remaining stages,
2736.

RaUwa.r Strike. (See" Motion for the Adjournment of the House," .. Railway
Department," "Transport," and Transport Regulation Board.")
U

Rankin, Hon. R. C. (Western Province).
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Amendment) Bill
1440.

'
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Rankin, Hon. R. C.-contin'Ued.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1542.
Forests (Accounts and Funds) Bill, 1768.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1699.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2558.
Government Departments - Decentralization of control, 1543.
Grain Elevators Bill, 1933.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2724.
Local Government <Imported Houses)
Bill, 2554.
Railway Strike-Transport arrangements
for Legislative Council members, 1333;
motion for adjournment of the House,
2329.
River Erosion-Suggested remedial actioh,
1543.
Road Transport-Services during railway
strike, ,1544.
Stock Diseases-Due to artificial pastures,
1543; veterinary research, 1543.
University (Veterinary Research) Bill,
652.
Water Supply Loan and Application Bill,
2083.
Youth Welfare-Lord Mayor's camp, 1542;
suggested camp site in Grampians, 1542.
Rulings and Statements as Deputy
President-

Debate-Quotations from press statements, 1222; reading of notes by
Minister, 2805; relevan~y of remarks, 2004, 2827.
(See also .. Chairman of Committees, The
(Hon. R. C. Rankin).")
Regulations.
(See "Acts Interpretation
(Amendment) Bill" and "Prices Re~u
lation (Extension) Bill.")
Religious Instruction in Schools.
(Se~
.. Education
(Religious
Instruction)
Bill.")
Rent Control. (See" Landlord and Tenant
Act.")
Rivers and Streams-Control, 1540, 1541,
1543.
Road Accidents-Minimization, 491, 492.Roadworthiness of vehicles, 492.-Speed
of motor cycles, 491, 1560.-Parking of
vehicles without lights at night, 1560,
1565.-Motor cycle fatalities, 1560.Deaths during last ten years, (qn.) 2308.
Roads. (See" Country Roads Board" and
" Municipalities.")

Road Traffic-Congestion in Melbourne, 490.
~Car parking problem, 491.-Widening
of metropolitan bottle-necks, 491, 1555,
1558, 1559.-Building of additional
bridges over Yarra river, 491.~overing
of Flinders-street railway yard, 491,
. 1559.-Sydney system, 1558.-Boulevard
-along Maribyrnong river, 1558.
(See
also" Road Accidents.")
Rodda, Mr. L. R. (See" Farmers Debts
Adjustment.")
Royal Commission on Communist Party.
(See "Communist Party.")
Rural Finance Corporation-Administration
and cost, 1550; investigation by Q:l,binet
sub-committee,
1552.
(See
also
"Farmers' Debts Adjustment.")
Rural Industries Wages. (See" Factories
and Shops (Amendment> Bill.")
S.

Saleyards and AbattoirsCruelty to animals in stock markets, 156,
158.-Conditions in vicinity of Newmarket saleyards, 156; complaints by
residents, 157.-Removal of Newmarket
undertakings to another site, 157, 506:
cost, 157, 498.-Improving Melbourne
City Council abattoirs, 157; amenities
for employees, 158, 506.-Loss on operation of country works, 157.-Proper
location of killing centres, 157.
Session, Close of. (See" Parliament.")
Sewerage. (See" Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works.")
Shrine of Remembrance Site Bill-Received
from Assembly, 1448; first reading, 1448;
second reading, 1906; Committee, 1909;
remaining stages, 1909.
Slater, Hon. William (Doutta Galla Prov.).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment> Bill,
1102.
Bridges-Condition of north suburban
structures, 152.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Amendment> Bill,
1444.
Business of the House-Order of business,
1094.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 152.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 372.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1555.
Education (Religious InstrUction) Bill,
2719.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
1244.
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Slater, Hon. William-continued.
Gas and Fue1 Corporation Bill, 1682, 1708,
1710.
Legislative Council Reform Bill. 963.
Liquor Laws-Trading hours, 1555.
Melbourne (Bowen-street) Land Bill, 900.
Police Offences (Race-meetings) Bill, 908.
Printers and Newspapers (Foreign Advertisements) Bill, 892.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Proposed inq uiries in Adelaide, 886.
Town Planning-Traffic congestion in
Mount Alexander-road, 1555.
University (Veterinary Research) Bill, 652.
Victorian Inland Meat Authority (Advances) Bill, 2105.
Weights and Measures Bill, 1326.
Workers' Compensation (Amendment)
Bill, 2197.
Social Services-State expenditure prior to
uniform taxation, 1533.
Soil Conservation and Land UtilizationSiltation in reservoirs and streams. 9;
assistance for settlers, 9.-Responsibility
of Authority re land utilization, 12.Resumption of land adjacent to creeks,
1541.-Erosion in Avon river, 1543.
Soldier Settlement Commission.-Ettrick
estate, 788, 789.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointment,
134.
State
Development
Committee.
(See
"Tourist Industry.")
State
Departments-Decentralization
of
control, 1543.
State Electricity Commission-Extension of
electricity services, ll.-Allocation of
materials, 12.-Bulk supplies to metropolitan municipalities, (qn.) 486; rates
charged, (qn.) 486; profits by municipalities, (qn.) 486.-Tests of Callide
coal, (qns.) 758, 2197.
State Electricity Commission Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2695; first reading, 2695;
second reading, 2804; remaining stages,
2806.
State Electricity Commission (Contracts)
Bill-Introduction and first reading, 489;
second reading, 670, 769; Committee,
772; remaining stages, 772.
State Forests Loan and Application BillReceived from Assembly, 2432; first
reading, 2432; second reading, 2506;
Committee, 2512; remaining stages,
2512.
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State Rivers and Water Supply Commission.
(See "Water Supply" and "Water
Supply Loan and Application Bill.")
Statute Law Revision Committee-Appointment of Council members, 7; inquiries
in Adelaide, 886; report on limitation of
actions, 1529; progress report on Transfer of Land Bill, 2695.
Stock Diseases. (See" Agriculture Department.")
Superannuation
Bill-Received
from
Assembly, 158; fiTst reading, 158; second
reading, 160; remaining stages, 162.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 1216; first reading, 1216;
second reading, 1448; remaining stages,
1451.
Surplus Revenue (Unexpended Balances)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 2341;
first reading, 2341; second reading, 2512;
remaining stages, 2513.
Swimming Pools-Construction by municipalities, 1564; Government subsidy,
1564; filtration and circulation systems,
1564.
Swinburne, Hon. I. A. (North-Eastern Prov.).
Acts Interpretation (Amendment) Bill,
1529, 1772.
Administration and Probate Duties Bill,
2197, 2443.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Amendment) Bill,
1217, 1299, 1445, 1447.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 2695, 2737, 2738.
Co-operative Housing Societies Bill, 1640,
2432,2442.
Geelong (Kardinia Park) Land Bill, 2695,
2736.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2513, 2561.
Imported Materials Loan and Appli(;ation
(Amendment) Bill, 15(55,· 2001, 2016.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Evictions in
Fitzroy and Collingwood, 2431.
Land Tax Bill, 2449.
McPherson's Limited Pension Fund Bill,
2304, 2308, 2512, 2729, 2733.
Medical Bill, 2078, 2489, 2505.
Non-Contributory State Pensions Bill 486
90~
,
,
Nurses and Midwives Bill, 956, 1309, 1319.
Police OffenCes (Idle and Disorderly
Persons) Bill, 2516, 2591.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Amendment
Bill, 1085, 1217.
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Swinburne, Hon. I. A.-continued.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Bill, 373.
656, 781, 889.
Railway
Department-Offer
of
prefabricated houses to Tasmanian Government, 957.
Railway Loan and Application Bill, 2837,
2840.
Shrine of Remembrance Site Bill, 1448,
1906, 1909.
State Electricity Commission (Contracts)
Bill, 489, 670.
Weights and Measures Bill, 758, 1105, 1328,
1330.
Workers' Compensation
(Amendment)
Bill, 2708, 2788, 2801.

T.
Tallangatta Township (Removal) Bill-Received from Assembly, 2016; first reading, 2016; second reading, 2205; Committee, 2215; remaining stages, 2219.
Teaching Service (Amendment) BilI.-Received from Assembly, 1529; first reading, 1529; second reading, 1909, 1998;
remaining stages, 2001.
Textile Products.
(See" Goods (Textile
Pro'ducts) Bill.")
Thomas, Hon. F. M. (Melbourne Province).
Building Materials-Repairs
to
substandard .houses, 152 1538; use for
building garages, 1539.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions ·(Amendment) Bill, 2738.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I), 152.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1538.
Co-operative Housing Societies Bill, 2439.
Drainage Areas Bill, 903.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
1243.
Goods (Textile Products) Bill, 666.
Housing-Conditions in industrial suburbs,
152.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Evictions in
Fitzroy and Collingwood, 2431.
Local Government <Imported Houses}
Bill, 2554.
Printers
and
Newspapers
(Foreign
Advertisements} Bill, 894.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill,
1928.

Timber-" Conservation Week" in northern
shires, 1542; -pine plantations in Western
District, 1545; shortage of supplies for
home building, 1562; production stati~'"
tics, 1562; distribution to builders, 1563;
re-imposition of controls, 1563; supply of
logs by Forests Commission, 1563;
administration by Hollway Government,
1564; importations to offset shortages,
1564. (See also "Building Materials"
and Pine Plantations.")
Tourist Industry-Reservation and development of beauty spots, 1542; report by
Mr. Crosbie Morrison to State Development Committee, 1542.
(See also
"Dandenong Ranges" and "National
Parks.")
Town
and
Country
Planning-Bottlenecks in metropolitan area, 491, 1555,
1558, 1559; Maribyrnong river boulevard, 1558. (See also "Road Traffic.")
Transport-Investigation of road and rail
services, 503.-Services of road operators
during railway strike, 1544, 1549; extension of operations in normal times,
1544, 1549; facilities in new residential
areas, 1565.
(See also "Motor Bus
Services" and "Transport Regulation
Board.")
Transport Regulation Board-Organization
of transport during railway strike, 1549.
Treasury
Bonds
Bill-Received
from
Assembly, 2444; first reading, 2444;
second reading, 2516; remaining stages,
2517.
II

U.
Under-Privileged
Children-Report
by
Brotherhood of St. Laurence, (qn.) 647.
Uniform Taxation-Effect on State finances,
1531, 1532, 1547; question of validity of
Commonwealth Act, 1531; conference
to consider States' financial requirements,
1532.
(See
also
" Social
Services." )
University of :Melbourne-Transfer of
School of Agriculture to country, 11.
University (Veterinary Research) BillReceived from Assembly, 372; first reading, 372; second reading, 647; Committee, 653; remaining stages, 654.

V.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Establishment
of Board, 9; contror of rabbit pest, 9;
purchase of wire-netting, 9, 789.
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Veterinary Research.
(See" Agriculture
Department" and" University (Veterinary Research) Bill.")
Victorian Inland Meat Authority.
(See
"Inland Meat Killing.")
Victorian Inland Meat Authority (Advances)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 1566;
first reading, 1566; second reading,
2016, 2096; Committee, 2110; remaining
stages, 2112.
W.
Walters, Hon. D. J. (Northern Province).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
1103, 1778, 1785, 1786.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 148,
150.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1557.
Education Department - Transfer of
teachers on promotion and accommodation problem, 148; retention of position
on seniority list, 148.
Housing-Building statistics, 150; permits
for Mornington Peninsula, 151; country
requirements, 151.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 2013.
Liquor Laws-Conduct of hotels overseas,
1557; proposed investigation of hotels
and drinking facilities in Australia, 1558.
Shrine of Remembrance Site Bill, 1908.
'Varner, Hon. A. G. (Higinbotham Province).
Administration and Probate Duties Bill,
2444.
Appropriation Bill, 2841.
Building Materials--Local production, 149,
150; importations from abroad, 150,
1564; stock of cement, 150; control of
timber, 1564.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Amendment) Bi!l.
1426, 1447, 1448.
Business of the House----Order or business,
1093; time for taking new business,
2431; suspension of sitting, 2841.
Coal-Importations, 149; supplies for
building industry, 150.
Coal Mines Regulation (Accidents Relief)
Bill, 2221.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 149.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4). 1545.
1556, 1564.
Fisheries <Inland Angling} Bill, 2830!
2834.

Warner, Hon. A. G.--continued.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1642, 1702,
1704, 1705, 1706, 1707, 1708, 1710, 1714,
1718.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Leasp) Bill,
2560.
Housing-Building statistics, 149.-Watsonia emergency camp, 150; expenditure
on emergency ·accommodation, 150.Cost of repairs to condemned houses,
1545; relief to landlords, 1545; dlternative methods of recovering cost, 1545.Rent con troIs on new houses, 1546.Subletting of houses, 1546.-Proposed
all-party committee, 1547.
.Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 2005.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Position ot
landlords, 1545.
Landlord and Tenant (Serv1cemen) Bill,
2733.
Land Tax Bill, 2449.
Liquor Laws - Suggested referendum,
1556.
Local Government (Imported Houses) Bill,
2555.
McPherson's Limited Pension Fund Bill,
2731, 2733.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2581.
Ministers of the Crown and Parliamentary
Salaries Bill, 2821.
Non-Contributory State Pensions Bill, 910.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 2707.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Amendment
Bill, 1218.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 1223,
1238, 1239.
.Printers and Newspapers (Foreign Advertisements) Bill, 785, 787, 892.
Railway Strike, 2316.
State Electricity Commission Bill, 2806.
State Electricity Commission (Contracts)
Bill, 672.
Surplus Revenue (Unexpended Balances)
Bill, 2513.
Treasury Bonds Bill, 2517.
Uniform
Taxation-Effect
finances, 1547.

on

.. State

Water Supply Loan and Application Bill,
2091.
Workers' Compensation
Bill, 2799.

(Amendment>

INDEX.

Water Bill-Received from Assembly, 1906;
first reading, 1906; second reading, 2224,
2337; Committee, 2340; remaining
stages, 2341.
Water SupplyEildon Weir-Enlargement, 9; overseas
tenders, 9; replacing submerged roads,
1562.
Mallee-Wimmera Area--Removal of sand

from irrigation channels, 143.
(See also" Soil Conservation and Land
Utilization." )
Robinva.le

l1'ngation

Project-Overseas

tenders, 9.
Staff-Retention of scientific and technical

officers by State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission, 11.

Water Supply Loan and Application BillReceived from Assembly, 1906; first
reading, 1906; second reading, 2078;
Committee, 2093; remaining stages,
2096.
Weights and Measures Bill-Received from
Assembly, 758; first reading, 758; second
reading, 1105, 1324; Committee, 1328;
remaining stages, 1333.
Wire Netting. (See" Vermin and Noxious
Weeds.")
Workers' Compensation (Amendment) BillReceived from Assembly, 2708; first
reading, 2708; second reading, 2788;
Committee and remaining stages, 2801.

Y.
.Youth Welfare-Lord Mayor's camp, 1542;
site for camp at Grampians, 1542.

IJEGl~LA'rl'V}~
A.
Accidents
on
Roads.
(See
"Road
Accidents." )
Acts Interpretation
(Amendment)
Bill
-Introduction and first reading, 794;
second reading, 794, 1523; ;reimaining
stages, 1524.
Administration and Probate Duties BillIntroduction and first reading, 1789;
second reading, 1941, 2236; remaining
stages, 2246.
Adult Education. (See" Education.")
Afforestation Companies. . (See "Companies
(Special Investigations) Act.")
Advertisements, Foreign.
(See Printers
and Newspapers (Foreign Advertisements) Bill.")
Agent-General-Appointment, 128, 183, 188,
195, 197.-Salary and allowance, 2890,
2893.-Appointment of returned soldier,
2891.-Suggested abolition of office,
2892.-Retiring allowance of acting
official, 2894.-Victorian publicity in
England, 2895.-Advice to industrialists,
2896.
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment)· BillIntroduction and first reading, 262;
second reading, 263, 313; Committee,
330, 599; remaining stages, 635.
Agricultural, Dairy, and Research CollegesDairy Oolleges-Glenormiston, 925, 1364;
Ellinbank, 925.
Dookie-Increase in appropriation, 925.
Longerenong-Appropriation increase, 925.
Research Farms-Financial provision, 923;
Werribee field days, 1419.
Agl'iculture Department-Financial provision, 925.-Grasshopper plague, 2195.
(See also " Dairying," "Fruit," and
"Poultry Industry.")
Animal Welfare-Immunization of dogs
'against distemper, 1409.
(See also
"Police Offences Act," and "Police
Offences (Animals) Bill.")
Appropriation Bill-Resolutions preliminary
to introduction of Bill, and Bill declared
urgent, 2932; introduction of Bill and
first reading, 2941; second reading, 2942;
Committee, 2942; third reading, 2943.
Armistice . Day-Two
minutes'
silence:
Stoppage of traffic, (qn.) 2343.
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Auditor General's Report-Presented, 2518.
Australia Day Council-Government grant,
926.
Australian Peace Council-Pamphlet re
Korea, 412, 413.
Australian Red Cross Society-Government
grant to blood transfusion service, 922.
Australian Wheat Board,
(See" Wheat.")

B.
Banking, Nationalization of-State intervention in legal proceedings, 43.
Barclay, Mr. Nathaniel (Mildura).
Mildura Power Station-Fuel supplies,
2430.
Personal Explanation-Ministers of the
Crown and Parliamentary Salaries Bill,
2849.
Ru,z'ing as Acting
?nittees-

Chairman

of

Corn-

Amendments-Retracting question that
clause stand part of Bill to enable members to move amendments, 2116.
Barley Board-Availability of sacks, 2960.
Barry, Mr. W. P. (Carlton).
Building Directorate-Issue of permits,
202.
Cancer Institu te, 103.
Change of Ministry, 201.
Debate-Wiithdrawal
of
statements
objected to, 109, 2658, 2661.
Education (ReligiOUS Instruction) Bill,
2867.
Horse
Racing-Proposed
controlling
authority, 839.
Hospitals, 103, 104.
Housing-Emergency accommodation, 105,
1526, 1903; evictions, 105.
Industrial Disputes-Intervention by State
Government, 1194.
Legislative Council-Franchise, 201, 202.
Medical Bill, 1500, 1980, 2029, 2032.
Mental
Hygiene-Accommodation
of
patients, 104.
Mental FIygiene Authority Bill, 1746, 1751,
2035, 2039, 2042, 2044, 2052, 2055, 2057,
2058, 2059, 2063, 2068, 2069, 2116, 2123,
2125, 2129, 2132, 2135, 2138, 2139, 2142,
2143, 2147, 2151, 2160, 2163, 2168, 2265,
2268.
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Barry, Mr. W. P.--continued.
Nurses and Midwives Bill, 697, 717, 720,
723.
Pentridge-Women's section, 105.
Personal
Explanations-Statement
in
debate, 107; newspaper report, 214.
Points of Order-Statements in debate, 27,
93, 2267, 2659.
Police Offences Act-Raffles and sweeps
for charitable institutions, 2073.
Public Trustee Bill, 397, 398.
Strangers in House-Directing attention
to their presence, 2654.
Tuberculosis Accommodation
for
sufferers, 103.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 100.
Water Bill, 1899.
Workers' Compensation
(Amendment)
Bill, ~629, 2657, 2658.
Basic \Vage Increase-Effect on cost of
living, 1215, 1349.-State Budget, 1270,
1279, 1334.-Pay-roll tax receipts, 1279.
-Railway Department finances, 1410.
Beef. (See "Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works.")
Betting. (See" Horse Racing.")
Blood Transfusion Service. (See" Australian
Red Cross Society.")
Board of' Works.
(See" Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works.")
Bolte, Mr. H. E. (Hampden).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
323, 623, 624, 628, 63l.
Barley Crop-Shortage of sacks, 2960.
Budget, 1284.
Coal-Importations, 1286.
Coal Mines Regulation (Accidents Relief)
Bill, 1993.
Coal
Mining
Industry
(Long-service
Leave) Bill, 95l.
Drainage Areas Bill, 1166, 1585, 1593.
Education Department-Millbrook SChool,
1085; Leslie Manor school, 2194.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardSearch of farms and homes, 1115.
Estimates, 2888.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
817.
Flood Damage-Relief for sufferers, 215.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2388.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 462.
McPherson's Ltd. Pension Fund Bill,' 245.
Morwell Briquetting Project, 1198.

Bolte, Mr. H. E.--continued.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2486.
, Personal Explanation-Pairs in divisions,
2849.
Point of Order-Statement in debate, 598;
absence of Minister from Table, 1139.
Police Offences (Race-meetings) Bill, 388.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill
(No.2), 2617.
Railway Strike, 1469, 2367.
Soil Conservation Authority - Hollway
Government'S administration" 100; staff
appointments and vacancies, 510; administration, 2888.
Soldier Settlement Commission - Land
available, 98; single unit farms, 98;
housing contracts, 98; Ettrick estate,
838, 913, 1287; administration, 1288.
State Electricity Commission Bill, 2613.
State Electricity Commission (Contracts)
Bill, 1204.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Eildon reservoir, 96; Nillahcootie
project, 96; water conservation schemes,
97; Public Service Board control, 97;
water charges, 99, 1284; dismissal of
maintenance men, 2518, 2523; withdrawal of equipment, 2518, 2523.
Tallangatta Township (Removal) Bill,
941, 1813, 1941, 1942, 1944, 1992, 1993.
Victorian
Inland
Meat
Authority
(Advances) Bill, 1612.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 96.
Water Bill, 1897, 1901.
Water Supply Loan and Application Bill,
1879, 1882.
Wire netting, 2888.
Workers' Compensation (Amendment)
Bill, 2662.

Boys' Clubs-Government grant to Victorian
Association, 923.
(See also .. Housing
Committee-Antenities." )
Bread Industry-Monopoly control, (qn.)
1171.
Bridges-Reconstruction of Johnston-street
bridge, (qn.) 2232.
Broadmeadows Foundling Hospital.
(See
"Children's Welfare Department.")

Brose. Mr. R. K. (Rodney).
Drainage Areas Bill, 1161, 1592.
Dried Fruits Industry-Assistance
growers, 414.

to
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Brose, Mr. R. K.-continued.
Eildon Reservoir-War-time vulnerability,
757.
McPherson's Ltd. Pension Fund Bill, 229l.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Upper Yarra water Istorage,
2842; Lysterfield reservoir area, 2842.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Increased fares, 1845.
Price control--Cost of commodities, 1845.
Soil
Conservation
Authority-5taff
appointments and vacancies, 510.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Water charges in irrigation areas,
414; Coliban system, 713; irrigation per'mits, 713; Lauriston reservoir, 713; dismissal of maintenance men, 2523, 2526;
withdrawal of equipment, 2523, 2526.
Tallangatta Township (Removal) Bill, 844,
'
939, 1840, 1944, 1992, 1993, 2488.
Water Bill, 1334, 1491.
Water Supply Loan and Application Bill,
997, 1158, 1895, 1897.
Buckingham, M:r. W. J. (Wonthaggi).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
321, 612.
Building Directorate-Mornington peninsula permits, 182.
Closure Motion, 2626, 2628.
Coal Mining Industry
(Long-service
Leave) Bill, 951.
Group Constructions Pty. Ltd., 2548.
Materials Procurement Directorate-Distribution of supplies, 183.
University (Veterinary Research) Bill, 331.
Workers' Compensation
(Amendment)
Bill, 2626, 2628.
Budget-Brought down by Mr. McDonald
(Premier
and
Treasurer),
915.Financial tables, 932.-Advance publication of details in newspapers, 955, 956.Budget debate, 1269, 1334, 1389.
Building Di:rectorateGarages-Use of steel, 1638.-Legislative
restrictions, 2959, 2961.
Materials-Shortages, galvanized iron, 183.
Importations of plaster of Paris, (qn.)
841.-Availability of imported materials,
1374.
(See also "Building Operations
and Building Materials Control (Amendment) Bill," "Cement," and" Steel.")

Building Directorate-continued.
Permits-Moondah Hotel, Mornington, 107,
(qn.) 236; Approval of alterations and
change
of
name,
(qn.)
1251.Mornington peninsula houses, 182, 183,
(qn.) 1114, 1638.-A. G. Healing Ltd.,
202.-General Tyre and Rubber Co. Pty.
Ltd., (qn.) 675.-Ansett's, Hamilton, (qnJ
711.-Ski Club War Memorial Centre,
(qn.) 711, 756, 757.-Suburban buildings, Nunawading, (qn.> 790; Camberwell, (qn.> 966; Balwyn and district,
(qn.) 1114.- Commercial and industrial
buildings, (qns.) 790, 1250, 1251, 1459,
1721.-Morris Jacobs Pty. Ltd., Geelong,
(qns.) 842, 2113.-Motor terminals,
(qn.) 913.-Large houses; (qn.) 965.
(See
also
"Material Procurement
Directorate," and" Cement.")
Regulations-Breaches, (qns.) 1114, 1721.
-Prosecutions and penalties, (qn.) 1721.
Staff-Employ,ment of inspectors, (qn.)
1114.
Building
(See
Materials.
" Building
Directorate-Materials,"
"Cement,"
" Housing' ,
Commission-Materials,"
"Materials Procurement Directorate,"
and "Steel.")
Building Operations and Building Materials
Control (Amendment) Bill-Received
from Council and first reading, 1516;
second reading, 1732, 1945; remaining
stages, 1980.
Bush Nursing Hospitals. (See" Hospitals.")
Business of the HouseAdjournment--Scope of debate, 2299.
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing
Order, 2276.
H our of M eeting-Re-assembling after late
sitting, 219l.
Order of Business-Motions giving precedence to Government' business, 378,
1845, 2367, 2453, 2536, 2600, 2850.
Postponement of Questions, 2739, 2766
(See also .. Parliament.")

c.
Cain, Mr. John (Northcote).
Basic Wage-Effect on State Budget, 1279.
Brown Coal-Gasification, 34, 37.
Budget, 1278.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Amendment) Bill,
1970.
Chairman of Committees-Election, 24.
Close of the Session, 2954.

INDEX.

Cain, Mr. John--continued.
Coal
Mining Industry
(Long-service
Leave) Bill, 952.
Committees of .Supply and Ways and
Means-Formation, 171.
Cost of Living Increase, 2850.
Deaths-Hon. W. H. Everard, M.L.A., 18;
Sir Albert Dunstan, M.L.A., 19; Hon. F.
E. Old, 21.
Debate Withdrawal of
statement
objected to, 34; refusing member leave t~
submit motion, 2882.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2865.
Estimates, 2850, 2924.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
807.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Ministerial
statement, 233.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 988, 992,
1009, 1030, 1039, 1048, 1050, 1069.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2385.
Gordon Institute for Boys, 2194.
Industrial Disputes--...:.Intervention by State
Governmen t, 1186.
Landlord and Tenant (Servicemen) BUl,
2395.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 446,
535, 571, 581, 583.
Loan Programme, 1283.
Medical Bill, 1986.
Members of Parliament-Salaries and
cost-of-living al1owance, 2850.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2035, 2153,
2269.
Ministerial Statement-Government legislative programme, 233.
Ministers of the Crown and Parliamentary
Salaries Bill, 2743.
Parliament of the United Kingdom.Opening 'of new House of Commons,
1172.
Points of Order-Leave to move motion
of want of confidence in McDonald
Ministry, 136; Minister's responsibility
to answer charges, 189; Minister moving
amendment outside ambit of Bill, 416;
member voting against his own amendment, 832; relevancy of remarks, 2372;
application of closure motion, 2627.
Political Situation-Newspaper report,
132.
Price Control, 1283.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 297.
Public Solicitor-Del>at~rrlE~'l'lt'ai file, 674.

•

Cain, Mr. John--continued.
Railway Strike-Ministerial statements,
1483, 1848, 1851, 1852, 1855; Essential
Services Act, 1858, 1864; adjournment
motion, 2352.
Revaluation of Australian Pound, 1282.
Royal
Family-Congratulations
upon
Royal birth, 337.
Speaker-Election, 16.
State Electricity Commission-Extension
of area of supply in Murray valley, 444.
State Rivers and Water' Supply Commission-Financing of projects, 1284; dismissal of maintenance men, 2529; withdrawal of equipment, 2529.
Superannuation Bill, 212.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1514.
Uniform Taxation, 1278, 1280.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 24, 33, 34.
Wool Sales Deduction Legislation, 1282.
Workers' Compensation Act, 37.
Workers' Compensation
(Amendment)
Bill, 2536.

Camberwell-Hawthol'n Community Hospital.
(See "Hospitals.")
Cancer-Treatmen t facilities, 103.-Government expenditure on institute, 923.
Capital Issues-Control, 1366.
Caritas Christi Hospice. (See" Hospitals
and Charities Commission.")
Cattle and Swine Compensation Funds-Increased payments to stock owners, 925.
-Receipts from sale of cattle, (qn,,)
1566.
Cattle Compensation Bill-Appropriation
resolution and first reading, 1115; second
reading, 1262, 1635; remaining stages,
1637.
Cement-AlZocations-(qn.) 337, (qnJ 842, 2594.
Production-(qnJ 337; local, (qns.) 2114,
2593.-Tasmanian, (qn.) 2594.
Supplies-Municipal works, 589, 590, 591,
(qnj.)
2452. - Postmaster-General's
Department, 591, 592.-For pipe making,
2070.-Future Government purchases,
(qn.) 2594.-Importations, (qn.), 337.
Western District Oement Oo.-Allocations,
(qn.) 842.-Financial assistance, (qn.)
1251. (See also "Building Directorate,"
"Materials Procurement Directorate,"
and "Housing Commission-Administration.")
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Centenary Celebrations-Establishment of
responsible Government in Victoria,
927.-Discovery of gold in Victoria, 927.
-Purchase of St. Patrick's hall, 1763.Ceremony at Flagstaff Gardens, (qn,)
2232.---Commonwealth grant and State
expenditure, (qn,) 2843.
(See also
"Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill.")
Chairmanship of Committees-Appointment,
23.

Chairman of Committees (Mr. W. J. Mibus)
-Rulings and statements ofAcknowledging election as Chairman, 23,
24.
Amendments-Order of amendments, 551,
999; moving amendment after third
reading, 556; discussing matters beyond
scope of amendment, 720; member
moving amendment, entitled to vote
against motion, 833; inadmissibility of
amendments to agreements in schedules
of Bill, 997, 998.
Debate-Relevancy of remarks, 178, 180,
199; laying on table of House document
used by member, 186; scope of debate,
189; Minister deSiring to make statement, by leave, in Committee, 531; withdrawal of statements objected to, 554;
reflecting on the Chair, 560, 2143; moving that member" be not further heard,"
833; member moving that" progress be
reported," 2138.
Division-No members voting for the
"Ayes," motion negatived, 832, 836.
Estimates-Confining debate to item
under discussion and to Government
administration, 2850.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill-Amendments not to be made to agreement contained in schedule, 997, 998.
Pairs Book-No offici<al cognizance, 2143.
Rulings and Statements as Deputy
SpeakerClosure Motion, 1148.
Debate-'Limiting debate on motion
for adjournment at close of sitting, 885; motion that "member
be not further heard," 2414; Minister refusing mem'ber leave to
submit motion, 2882.

Chairmen of Committees
Appointed, 162.
Children's Hospital.

(Temporary)-

(See" Hospitals.")

Children's Welfare Department--Allowances
to wards of State, 2078, 2902, 2905.Treatment of neglected children, 2550,
2553, 2903.-State-controlled institution
for wards of State, 2903.-Broadmeadows Foundling Hospital finances,
2905.
Child Welfare. (See" Creches, Infant Welfare, Kindergartens.")
CoalBlack Coal--Importations, 41, 76, 1273,
1286, (qn.) 1459, (qn.) 2843.-Landed
costs and distribution, (qn.) 1459.Payment of dirt money for unloading at
wharf, (qn,) 842.-Callide supplies, 919;
Commonwealth subsidy, 920, (qn.) 1567.
-Supplies from Oaklands (New South
Wales), 1353.-Handling charges and
subsidies, (qn.) 2843.

Brown Coal--Deve]opment of resources,
34, 59, 76, 197, 931-Payment to
Powell Duffryn Technical Services Ltd.,
1283. (See also "Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill," "Gasification of Brown Coal,"
and
"University
of
Melbourne-Rcsec£rch.")
Coal Mines Regulation (Accidents Relief)
Bill-Introduction and first reading
997; second reading, 1265, 1993; remaining stages, 1994.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment)
Bill-Appropriation resolution and first
reading, 2375; second reading, 2454,
2687; remaining stages, 2688.
Coal Mining Industry (Long-Service Leave)
Bill-Appropriation resolution and first
reading, 415; second reading, 635, 951;
remaining stages, 952.

Cochrane, Mr. L. J. (Gippsland West).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
327.

Committees of Supply and Way and MeansNotice of motion for appointment, 137;
appointed, 174.
Commodities-Home deliveries, (qn.) 966.
(See also "Price Control-Cost of Commodities." )
Commonwealth Pay Roll Tax. (See" Basic
Wage Increase," and .. Taxation-Payroll tax.")
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Communism-Report of Royal Commission
on Communist party, presented, 24.Attitude of Labour party to Communism,
115; of Country party, 196.-Request for
transcript of evidence before Royal
Commission, (qn.) 794; printing of
evidence, (qn.) 1172. {See also" Australian Peace Council," .. Education
Department - Teache1's,"
.. Railway
Strike," "Royal Commissions," and
"Victorian Peace Council."}
Companies (Special Investigations) ActReport on afforestation companies,
(qn.) 712.-Investigation of companies,
(qn.)
1721, 2915.-Company frauds
squad, 2916. (See also _' II Group Constructions Pty. Ltd.")
Consolidated Revenue BHI (No. I)-All
stages, 204.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2)-All
stages, 210.
Consolidated ,Revenue Bill (No. 8)-All
stages, 280.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4)-All
stages, 1422.

Cook, Mr. F. 1\. (Benalla).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
328, 329.
Estima tes, 2887.
Home Purchase Insurance Plan, 1215.
Housing Commission-Purchase of blocks,
2551.
Railway Loan and Application Bill, 2766.
Soil Conservation Authority-Government
grant, 2887.
Water Supply Loan and Application Bill,
1889.
Weights and Measures Bill, 734.
Ruling as Acting Chairman
mittees-

0/ Com-

Gas and Fuel Corporation BillNon-acceptance of amendments to
schedules, 1075.

Co-operative Housing Societies. (See "Cooperative Housing Societies Bill," and
" Housing.")
Co-operative Housing Societies Bill-Introduction and first reading, 997; second
reading, 1211, 1625; appropriation resolution, 1625; Committee, 1634; remaining stages, 1635; Council's amendments,
2488, 2546; clerical error, 2599.

Corrigan, Mr. T. P. (Port Melbourne).
Housing-Eviction orders, 884.
Marine (Temporary Exemption~) Bill, 289.

Wirth's Park-Fire risk, 837.
Rulings and statements as Acting Chairman of Committees-

Amendments-Members precluded
from moving amendments after
the question .. That the clause
stand part of the Bill" has been
proposed, 1023, 1024, 1027, 1029;
order of amendments, 1029.
Country Fire Authority-Equipment grant,
205.-Fire risks on railway properties,
1996, 1998, (qn.) 2343.-Proc1amation of
state of fire danger, ::!767. (See also
.. Municipalities-Country
ties.")

Municipali-

Country Roads Board-Maintenance of
Chandler Highway, 371, 756.-Purchase
of Mentone garage site, (qnJ 593, (qnJ
2231, 2957, 2960.-Sale of land at
Eastern View, (qn.) 712.-Extension of
road maintenance liability, 1413. (See
also "Country Roads Board Bill," and
"Motor Car (Drivers' Licences) Bill.")
Country Roads Board Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 1568; second reading,
1731, 2293; remaining stages, 2295.
Crean, Mr. Francis (Prahran).
Administration and Probate Duties Bill,
2240.
Basic Wage, 1349.
Budget, 1345.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2874.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 851, 975.
Greater Melbourne Council-Public meeting, 1170.
Land Tax Bill, 2248.
Loan Programme, 1346.
Mental Hygiene-Case of Miss R. Meaney,
1423.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Bill, 342.
Price Control, 1350.
Public Accounts Committee, 1351.
Public Trustee Bill, 346, 693, 695.
Railway Department-Deficit, 1346; increased freights and fares, 1346.
Surplus Revenue (Unexpended Balances)
Bill, 2382.
Tallangatta Township (Removal) ,Bill,
1838.
Uniform Taxation, 1347.
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Creches, Infant Welfare, Kindergartens-New centres, 921.-Long-service leave
for welfare nurses, 921.-Govermnent
subsidy., 922, 1367, 1376.-Cost of
kindergartens to municipalities, 1397.
Crime and Insanity.
<See" Law Department.")
Cultural Development-Government grant,
921.

D.
DairyingCattle Disease-Tuberculosis, 925.
Dairy Supervision Act-Draft regulations,
1420.
Dairy Technology Scholarships-Financial

provision, 925.
at Lockingto1lr-Application by
Kraft-Walker Cheese Co. Pty. Ltd.,
(qn.) 965, 1422.
Herd Testing AS8ociations-Subsidy, 925,
1354, 1364.-Testing for tuberculosis,
(qnJ 1566.
(See also "Agricultural Dairy, and Research Colleges.")
Factory

Dawnay-Mould, Mr. W. R. (Dandenong).
Basic Wage, 1334.
Budget, 1334.
Building Directorate-Permit for Ski
Club War Memorial, 711.
Business of the House--Hour of meeting,
2191.
Cattle Compensation Bill, 1637.
Cement-Production, importations, and
distribution, 337, 2452; supplies for pipe
making, 2070; Government subsidy to
municipalities, 2452.
Centenary Celebrations-Commonwealth
grant, 2843; State expenditure, 2843.
Chairman of Committees-Election, 23.
Coal-Importations, 2843.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Building
finance, 844, 883, 995.
Dandenong Market-Stock sales, 1340.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected to, 412.
Decentralization, 87.
Education Department-Government payment towards construction of footpaths
outside schools, 639; prefabricated class
rooms, 1336, 2845; shortage of teachers,
1336; scholarships, bursaries, and allowances to students, 1336; adult education,
1337; electric lighting in schools, 2769.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2873.

Dawnay-Mould, Mr. W. R.-continued.
Emergency Housing Accommodation-Increased facilities, 1844.
Essential Services Act, 89.
Estimates, 2852.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Appointment
of directors, 966.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 863, 971,
981, 991, 997, 999, 1006, 1011, 1021, 1029,
1030, 1031, 1065, 1068, 1073, 1074, 1075,
1076, 1119, 1121, 1124, .1131, 1148, 1152,
1158.
Gas Supply-Estimated cost of production
by Lurgi process at Morwell, 507; price
to household users in capital cities, 507;
manufacturers and agents for Lurgi
plant, 508; estimated cost and capacity
of plant at Morwell, 508.
Gas Undertakings-Government negotiations' 411, 412; shareholders' registers of
Metropolitan and Brighton companies,
966.
Gordon Institute for .Boys, 2193, 2196.
Grain Elevators Bill, 1582.
Housing Commission-Land acquisitions,
675; provision of homes for large
families, 994, 1115, 1338; allotment of
'homes .for families living in housing
camps, 1720.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2175,
2186, 2188, 2189, 2190, 2272.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Repossession
of homes by owners, 1526.
Land Tax Bill, 2246, 2248.
Legislative Council-Franchise, 85.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 436, 445,
481, 550, 560, 562, 577, 579, 581, 582,
583, 584, 587, 588, 589.
Local Government (Shire of Braybrook)
Bill, 2950.
Masseurs Registration Board-Application
for registration, 1764.
Materials Procurement Directorate--Production of plaster sheets,' 2453, 2550.
Medical Bill, 2027.
Melbourne Cricket Ground-->Broadcasting
of sporting events, 484.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2048,
2068, 2146, 2153.
Metropoli tan Fire Brigade--Contribu tions
by municipalities, 994.
Migration - Allocation of homes to
migrants, 1338.
Mildura Power Station-Fuel supplies,
2430.
'Ministers-Notifications of visits to electorates, 2193.
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Dawnay-Mould, Mr. W. R.--contim('ed.
Municipalities:-Rate~
on qover,nmentowned properties, 7~2; road construction
costs, 712; financial assistance, 1337.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2484.
Parliament House-Payment of employees
for overtime, 1171; employment conditions of engineers, 2852.
Parliament of the United Kingdom-'
Opening of new House of Commons,·
1174.
Pay-roll Tax, 1340.
~ersonal Explanation--Gordon Institute
for Boys, 2196.
Points of Order-Statements in debate,
34, 580, 1030, 1156, 2422; order of amendments, 1029.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 2423, 2424,
2427.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill,
1267, 1516.
Questions-Ministers' replies, 2550.
Railway Department - Concessions to
guards, 844; transport of spastic children,
992, 1637.
Railway Strike-Off-Ioading of perishable
goods, 2343; unloading of trucks, 2846,
2960.
Re-distribution of Assembly electorates,
1336.
Ski Club-Cancellation of permit for War
Memorial, 756.
State Electricity Commission Bill, 2650.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Mornington
peninsula
water
supply, 13'39; water charges, 1340.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1515.
Uniform Taxation, 1335.
University (Veterinary Research) Bill, 331.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 83.
Weights and Measures .Bill, 253, 410.
Workers' Compensation (Amendment)
Bill, 2624, 2627, 2656.
Deaths. (See" Dunstan, Sir Albert, Death
of," "Everard, Hon. Wm. Hugh, Death
of." and "Old Hon. Francis Edward,
Death of.")
DecentralizationCountry Industries-Labour shortages, 87.
-Establishment, 2889.
Homes and Amenities-Provisions, 74, 87.
927, 1417.
Industries

in

Capital

CW.es-Proposed

prohibitive legislation, (qn.) 713, 843.
Migrant Hostels-Siting, 927.

Defence-Commonwealth Recruiting Campaign, (qn.) 994.
Dennett, Lieut.-.Col. A. H. (Caulfield)
Agent-General's Office-Publicity, 2895.
Business of the House-Order of business,
2603.
,Estimates, 2883, 2895, 2923.
Greater Melbourne Council, 52.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2185.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Repossession of
homes by owners, 2771.
Landlord and Tenant (Servicemen) Bill,
2396.
Legislative Council-Franchise, 52.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2147.
Moral Rearmament Confer~nce, 2883.
State Forests Loan and Application Bill,
2403.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission--Dismissal of maintenance men,
2533; withdrawal of equipment, 2533.
Wages Boards for Rural Workers, 52.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 49.
Workers' Compensation Act, 52.
Dental Hospital. (See" Melbourne Dental
Hospi tal.")
Department of Health-X-ray machines in
shoe shops, (qn.) 292.--Disseminated
Sclerosis clinic, ~90, 592.-Commission of
Public Health: appointment of member,
(qn.) 675, 709, 711.~Financial provision,
921.-Care of spastic paralysis patients,
1408.---<Extension of Fawkner cemetery,
1764, 1765. (See also "Cancer," .. Infantile Paralysis," "Mental Hygiene,"
and "Tuberculosis.")
DivisionsAppropriat'ion
Bill-Appropriation
resolution, 2940; second reading of resolution, 2940; introduction of Bill, 2941;
first reading, 2941; motion that Bill be
read second time "this day," 2941;
second reading, 2942; third reading,
2943; transmission to Council, 2943.
Business of the House-Hour of meeting,
2192.--0rder of business, 2608.
Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means-Closure of debate on motion

for appointment of Committees, 173.
that Estimates be
considered" urgent," 2921; motion allotting time for consideration of Estimates,
2930; question that remaining Estimates
,be agreed to, '2931; reporting of resolution of Committee of Supply, 2932;

Estimates-Motion
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Divisions-continu.ed.

Divisions--continued.

motions that resolutions preliminary to
introduction of Appropriation Bill be
considered "urgent" and that Bill be
considered as an "urgent" Bill, 2932;
motion for allotting time for consideration of foregoing resolutions, 2934;
second reading of resolutions reported
from Committee of Supply, 2939.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill-

New clause B, 835.
Gas and Fu.el Corporation Bill.~n ·motion

to report progress, 998; amendments to
clause 5, 1009, 1125, 1132, 1149; closure
of debate on same clause, 1028.
Inland Angling Licence Fee-Motion for
imposition of fee, 2691.
Legislative Council Refor·m, Bill-Amend
ment to second-reading motion, 479;
4

second reading, 479; committal of Bill,
'480, 481; clause 1, 482; amendments to
clause 2, 545, 551, 562, postponement of clause 2, 574; c]osure of debate
on clause 2, 575; on clause 2, 575; closure
of debate on motion to report Bill to
House, 584.
McPherson's Limited' Pensions Fund Bill

-Motion to treat as public Bill, 243.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill-Amend-

ment to clause 3, 2051; on motion to
report progress, 2138; amend men t to
clause 22, 2163; new clause (A), 2171;
clause 18, 2271.
Ministers of the Crown and Parliamentary
Salaries Bill-Second reading, 2749;

clause 6, 2750; third reading, 2750.
Ministry-Motion of want of confidence

in Hollway Ministry, 132.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill-Adjourn-

ment of second-reading debate, 172-7;
motion that Bill be considered" urgent,"
2415; on motion allotting time for consideration of certain stages of Bill, 2422.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill-Ad-

journment of second-reading debate,
300.
Railway Strike-Motions for adjournment
of House, 1879, 2367; motion for extension of time for debate, 2364.
State Electricity Commission Bill-Adjournment of second-reading debate,
2614.
State Rivers and Water SuppZy Commission-Motion for adjournment of House,
2536.
Weights and Meaaures BtU-Amendment
to clause 15, 406.
2248/51·-3

Workers'

Compensation

(Amendment)

Rill-Adjournment of second-reading
debate, 2627, 2629; closure of debate on
question of adjournment of secondreading debate, 2628; motion allotting
time for consideration of certain stages
of Bill, 2662.
Divorce Law-Increase of petitions, 1391.Effect of divorce on children, 1391.Report of English committee on procedure. 1392.
Documentary Film Council-Availability of
films in country centres, 2887.
Dodgshun, Mr. Keith (Rainbow).
Administration and Probate Duties Bill,
1941.
Aged People-Accommodation. 645.
Agent-General-ApPointment, 194.
Armistice Day, 2344.
Australian Peace Council- Circulation of
pamphlet, 413.
Australian Wheat Board-Appointment of
chairman, 370.
Business of the House-:Order of business,
379, 2537; hour of meeting, 2191.
Child Welfare-Allowance for wards of
State, 2078; formal appearance in court
of neglected children, 2553.
Closure Motions, 1857, 2373, 2375, 2694.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 1422.
Cruelty to Animals, 1567.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement object~
to, 2538.
Education Department-Cost of construction of footpaths adjoining schools,
645; consolidated schools, 646; rebuilding of Aberfeldie State school, 2077.
Emergency Housing-Treatment of exservicemen, 646.
Essential Services Act, 81.
Fire Brigades (Long-service Leave) Bill,
2608, 2688.
Fisheries and Game Department-Netting
regulation, 2232.
Fisheries <Inland Angling) Bill, 2453,
2457, 2760, 2761, 2762.
Fishing Industry-Melbourne Fish Market
supplies, 414.
Funeral Benefit Funds, 645.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 883, 1028,
1125.
Gas Undertakings--Government negotiations, 413.
.
Goods (Textile Products) Bill, 709, 714.
Grain Elevators Bill, 1573.

INDEX.

Dodgshun, Mr. Keith-continued.
Group Constructions Pty. Ltd., 2077.
Horse Racing Independent control
authority, 914, 955.
Housing Commission-Industrial dispute
at Holmesglen factory, 336; repair of
condemned properties, 645; purchase ot
land,645.
Industrial
Disputes-Intervention
by
State Government, 1190.
Inland Angling Licence Fee, 2690.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 1568,
1729, 2186, 2187, 2189, 2190, 2271.
Legislative Council-Referendum before
abolition of Council, 2537.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 262, 280,
477, 480, 482, 531, 534, 540, 560, 570, 579,
586, 1083.
Library Committee-Appointment, 334.
Licensing Act-Issue of permits, 376; permit for consumption of liquor at .. The
Delphic," 1459.
McPherson's Ltd. Pension Fund Bill, 241,
242.
Metropoljtan Gas Company-Cause of explosions, 955.
Ministerial Statement-Duplication
of
Morwell briquetting project, 1196.
Motor Car (Drivers' Licences) Bill, 1567,
1727, 2287, 2295.
Motor Transports- -Dangerous driving,
1997.
Non-Contributory State Pensions Bill,
290.
Penal Department-Removal of women's
section at Pentridge, 714, 2300; persons
acquitted on grounds of insanity held in
custody, 2343.
Personal Explanation-Contract for sale
of property at Tresco, 2598, 2599.
Points of Order-Laying on table of
House document quoted by member,
186; relevancy of remarks, 378; statements in debate, 412, 2537;' member
moving amendment outside ambit of
Bill, 415, 475, 579.
Police Offences Act-Police raid of St.
Augustine's orphanage, 1528; raffles and
sweeps for charity, 2077.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 1567, 1722,
1725, 1726, 2407, 2418, 2423, 2424, 24~;l,
2426.
Police Offences (Idle ·and Disorderly
Persons) Bill, 1567, 1728.
Police Offences (Race-meetings) Bill, 262,
269.

Dodgshun, Mr. Keith-continued.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Amendment
Bill, 996, 997, 1084.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Bill, 262,
292, 295.
Political Situation-Newspaper report,
132.
Power Without Glory-Detectives' in~
vestigations, 1567; initiation of proceedings for criminal libel, 2077.
Printers and Newspapers (Foreign Advertisements) Bill, 237, 253, 256, 952.
Printing Committee-Appointment, 334.
Process Servers and Private DetectivesRegistration, 336.
Public Trustee Bill, 343.
Rabbit Pest-Prosecution of land holders,
645.
Racecourse Betting-Recovery of debts at
law, 965.
Railway Department-Increased freights,
83; pre-cut houses, 413; grass along
country lines, 1998.
Railway Strike-Essential Services Act,
1877; offer of the Leader of the Opposition, 2299.
Richmond Furnishing Firm-Purchase
plan, 71l.
Road Accidents, 2844.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointment, 334.
State Electricity Commission-Extension
of area of supply in Murray valley,
441; provision of liquor at Kiewa, 843,
967; extension of supply to Kilmore,
967; Heathcote generating plant, 967;
duplication of Morwell briquetting
project, 1196; supply in rural areas,
2844.
State Electricity Commission Bill, 2545,
2608, 2612, 2613.
State Electricity Commission (Contracts)
Bill, 836, 934, 1203.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Increased water charges, 83.
St. Augustine's Orphanage-Police raid,
1528.
Sunday Newspaper, 2595.
Surplus Revenue (Unexpended Balances)
Bill, 2115.
Treasury Bonds Bill, 2460.
Trotting Control Board-Personnel and
number of meetings, 2113.
Want of Confidence in Hollway Ministry,
80; notice of motion. of want. of .confidence in McDonald Ministry, 168.

LEGISLAT~VE

Dodgshun, Mr. Keith-continued.
Weights and Measures Bill, 237, 246, 247,
253, ·369, 401, 403, 404, 405, 406, 407,
408, 409, 410, 726, 729, 730, 731, 732,
733, 734, 737, 739, 740, 742, 743, 744,
746.
Workers' Compensation Act-Tabling of
file, 2846, 2596.
Workers' Compensation (Amendment>
Bill, 2536, 2617, 2624, 2660, 2661, 2678,
2679, 2681, 2682, 2683, 2684, 2945.
Don, Mr. John (Elsternwick)'
Centenary of Government in VictoriaCeremony at Flagstaff Gardens, 2232.
Coal-Importations, 120.
Education Department-Hollway Government's administration, 120; fire risk at
Gardenvale State school, 2113.
Essential Services Act, 118.
Estimates, 2917.
Fisheries and Game Department-Netting
regulations, 2232.
Greater Melbourne Council, 117, 118.
Housing-Hollway Government'i administration, 120.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2183,
2184, 2186, 2187. 2190.
Legislative Council-Franchise, 117, 118.
Railway Department-Hollway. Government's administration, 120.
Railway Strike-Position of traders on
Flinders-street station concourse, 1639.
Rain Damage-Flooding of Elster creek,
Elwood, 2192.
Ski Club of Victoria-Circulation of
brochure, 2232; war memorial centre,
2845, 2917, 2918.
Supply-Limitation of debate, 177, 178.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 114 .
. Weights and Measures Bill, 743, 744.
Doube, Mr. V. J. (Oakleigh'.
Budget, 1365.
Education Department-Overcrowding of
schools, 1367; prefabricated class rooms,
2342.
Estimates, 290l.
Hospitals-Lack of accommodation, 1368.
Housing-Shortage of materials, 1367.
Kindergartens-Budget proposals, 1367.
Landlord· and Tenant Act-Evictions in
Oakleigh-Caulfield district, 1460; renting
of rooms, 1526.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 453.
. Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 1797, 2046,
2053, 2063, 2162.

ASSEMBLY.

Doube, Mr. V. J.-continued.
Motor Omnibuses-Co-ordination of services, 1368.
Nurses and Midwives .Bill, 706.
Prices of Commoditip.s-Effect on health
of children, 2548.
Railway Department-Duplication of Melbourne-Traralgon line, 1366.
Road Aceidents, 2843, 2901.
Uniform Taxation, 1368.
University of Melbourne-Increased fees,
2958.
Drainage Areas Bill-Received from Council
and first reading, 969; second reading,
1161, 1585; Committee, 1593; remaining
stages, 1593.
Dried Fruits Industry-Assistance to growers, (qn.) 414, 1355, 2597, 2772.-File on
damage to crops, (qn.) 2846. (See also
" Price Control-Dried Fruits Industry.")
Dunn, Mr. J. MeR. (Geelongr.
Building Operations and Building Materials
Control (Amendment) Bill, 1965.
Geelong (Kardinia Park) Land Bill, 2687.
Housing ·Commission-Activities at Geelong, 840; extension of housing projects,
840.
Dunstan, Sir Albert Arthur, Death ofResolution placing on record sorrow at
Sir Albert Dunstan's death, and appreciation of his services, 19; adjournment of
House as mark of respect, 23.

E.
EdueationAdult Education-Financial provision, 921.
-National and district eisteddfods, 1337.
Pre-school Education-Maintenance subsidies increase, 922, 1365.-Assistance to
municipalities, 1337.
Education DepartmentAdministration and Finance-Financial
provisions, 920, 1255, 1367, 1399.
Buildings-Removal of schools at Merricks, 643, 646, 1296, 1298; at Millbrook,
1085; at Pootilla and Bungal, 1296, 1297,
1416.-Use of prefabricated class rooms,
1336, 1402, 1407, (qn.) 2342, (qn.)· 2845.Loan expenditure, 1400.-Re-building of
Aberfeldie State School, 2074.
ConsoUdated Schools-Red Hill, 643, 646,
1296.-Tender for Goroke school, (qn.)
711.-Claims of Balmoral district, 1401,
;2552 ..

ImlEX.

Education Departm,ent-continued.
of construction of footpaths adjoining schools,
639, 645.-Rent of house at AraI'lat, 639,
646.-Reht of Departmental homes, 1410.
Free Milk-Extension of scheme to country
schools, 2906.-Federal Government aid,
2906.
Higher Elementary Schools-Curriculum,
1407.
Holidays-Celebration of Royal birth, 337.
Land-Site acquisition methods, 1401,2908,
2909.----"Playing space at Boort, 2908.Robinvale site, 2909.
Multi-purpose
School-Ringwood, 2956,
2960.
Primary Schools-Country needs, 75.-Enrolments, Commonwealth Expert Committee's report, 1399.-Extensions at
Brooklyn, 1399.-Kinglake West, 1402.Fire risk at Gardenvale, (qn.) 2113.Closing of Leslie Manor school, 2194,
2195.
Departmental

Properties-Cost

Instruction-(See "Education
(Religious Instruction) Bill.")

Religious

Scholarships-Extension, 209-Government

grant, 274.
School Committees-Grant to Association,

926.----Provision of amenities, 1402.-Payment for electric lights in schools, 2769.
-Maintenance grant payments, (qn.)
2844.
SChools-Accommodation
Kerang High, 2909

Secondary

at

Teachers--Salaries and allowances, 204,
205, 920, 1255.-References in report of
Royal Commission on Communist party,
(qn.) 843, 29lO-Employment of Communists, 914.-Revision of training
methods, 920.-Scholarships and 'bursaries for students, 1336, 1376.-Residences: Acquisition, rental, and repairs,
1410, 1905, 2909, 2910. (See also" Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill.")
Scltools-Endowments
and
grants, 175, 206, 275.-Government expenditure, 920, 1358.-Facilities for
training apprentices, 920.-Needs at
Coburg, 2907.

Technical

Transport of Scholars-Financial provi-

sion, 206, 274.-Merlno service breakdown, 1297, 1298.-Extension of minimum radius, 1342, 1416.-Conveyance of
children to consolidated schools, 1407.

Education (Religious Instruction) HiUReceived from Council and first reading,
2860; second reading, 2860, 2943; remaining stages, 2945.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardPremises and stores: Tenure of office of
members: Disposal of accumulated surplus, (qn.) 792.---<Direct a.pproach to
Executive Council, (qn.) 995.-Search of
farms and homes, ,,(qn.) 1115.---'Publication of journal: Cost: Engagement of
editor, (qn.) 1788.
Eildon Reservoir. (See .. State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission.")
Electoral-Expenses of Electoral Office, 190.
Elster Creek, Elwood. (See" Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works:")
Erosion of Soil. (See" Soil Conservation.")
Essential Services Act-Suggested repeal,
32, 41, 81, 89, 123, 193.-Suggested proclamation of relevant sections re Railway strike, 1857, 1904. (See also Railway Department-Strike.")
Estimates-Estimates of expenditure for
July and August, 1950, brought down,
174; declared" urgent," 176; agreed to,
203.-Supplementary
Estimates
for
1949-50, 204.-Estimates of expenditure
for September and October, 1950,
brought down, 273.-Annual Estimates
brought down, 915.-Annual Estimates
discussed-Premier's Department, 2850,
2883; Chief Secretary's Departm~nt,
2898; Labour Department, 2906; Education Department, 2906; Attorney-General
and Solicitor-General, 2911.-Estimates
declared II urgent," 2920; allotting time
for consideration of Estimates,. 2921;
remaining Estimates agreed to, 2931.
II

Everard, Hon. William Hugh, Death ofResolution placing on record sorrow at
Mr. Everard's death, and appreciation of
his services, 17; adjournment of House
as mark of respect, 23.

F.
Factories and Shops Act-Home delivery of
commodities, (qnJ 966, 1358.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) BiIlIntroduction and first reading, 263;
second reading, 301,746,796; Committee,
827; third reading, '946.
Fair Rents Board-Cases investigated and
prosecutions, (qn.) 1115.
Fawkner Cemetery. (See U Department of
Health.")

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Fewster, Mr. George (Essendon).
Budget, 1357.
Cement-Supplies for municipal works,
589.
Children's Welfare Department-Wards of
the State, 2905.
Coal Mines Regulation (Accidents Relief)
Bill, 1994.
. Education Department-Technical education, 1358.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2878.
Estima tes, 2883, 2898, 2905.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
825.
Government Motor Cars-Servicing, 2883.
Home Delivery of Commodities, 966, 1359.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Extension of reticulation works,
1358.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 2255.
.Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 1806.
Migrant Hostel, P,ascoe Vale, 1170.
Municipalities-Road-making machinery,
1358.
State Electricity Commission Bill, 2640.
Uniform Taxation, 1357.
Weights and Measures Act-Policing of
regulations, 2898.
Weights and Measures Bill, 364.
Workers'
Compensation
(Amendment)
Bill, 2677.
Financial Agreement Between
wealth and States-1280.
Firearms-Registration, 1405.

Common-

Fire Brigades (Long-service Leave) BillAppropriation resolution and first reading, 2608; second reading, 2688, 2751;
remaining stages, 2754.
Firewood-Financial provision for production and delivery, 175, 204.
First Mildura Irrigation Trust-Government
grant, 929.
Fisheries and Game Department-Suggested transfer to Agriculture Department, 279.-Fish hatcheries at Snob's
Creek, 926, 1359, 1360, 1406.-Inland
fishing licence, 926, 1275, 1354, 1360.Koala bears at Lake Wartook, 1341.Shooting seasons: Opening dates, 1354,
1362.-Illegal netting, 1361.-Netting
regulations, (qn.) 2232.

Fisheries (Inla.nd Angling) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2453; second
reading, 2457, 2754; instruction to Committee, 2760; Committee, 2761; remaining stages, 2762.
(See also "Inland
Angling Licence Fee.")
Fishing Industry-Provision of cool stores,
278.-Marketing arrangements, 279, 280.
-Melbourne Fish Market-Supplies,
(qn.) 414.
Flood Relief-Primary producers' losses,
215.
Forests (Accounts and Funds) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 844; second
reading, 936, 1207; Committee. 1208;
remaining stages, 1211.
Forests Commission-" Save the Forests 'J
Oampaign Council, 926.-Financial provision, 926, 1354. (See also "Forests
(Accounts and Funds) Bill," and Ie State
Forests Loan and Application Bill.")
Fraser, Mr. A. J. (Grant) .
Agent-General-Appointment, 183, 186;
salary and allowances, 2892.
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment> Bill,
. 327, 610, 630, 632.
Agriculture Department-Werribee State
Research Farm, 1419.
Appropriation Bill, 2942, 2943.
Budget, 1415.
Building Matenal-Importation of plaster
of Paris, 841.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Amendment> Bill,
1974.
Cement-Use by Postmaster-General's Department, 591.
.
Chairman of Committees-Election, 23.
Coal Mines Regulation (Accidents Relief)
Bill, 1994.
.
Country Roads Board-Purchase of Mentone land, 593.
Country Roads Board Bill, 2293.
Dairying Industry-Factory at J .ockington, 965.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected
to, 2658.
Education Department - Pootilla and
Bungal schools, 1297, 1416; transport
of scholars, 1416.
Education (R~ligous Instruction) Bill,
2871.
Estimates, 2853,2892,2897, 2898,2917,2926.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
747, 826, 827, 828, 830, 831, 832, 833,
834, 836.

INDE~'.

Fraser, Mr. A. J.-continued.
"}"'jsheries (Inland Angling) Bill, 2760.
- Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1044, 1045,
1054, 1067, 1069.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2387,2392.
Grain Elevators Bill, 1579.
'Group Construotions Proprietary Limited,
2917.
Housing-Imported dwellings, 1416; BalIan
requirements, 1418.
Latrobe Valley-Workers' homes, 1417.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 565.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Sale of Werribee farm beef,
1420.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 2256.
Melbourne
Harbor
Trust
(Housing
Advances) Bill, 390, 392.
Members of Parliament-Postage and
telephone allowance, 2854.
Mental Hygiene Branch-Payment of
working patients, 2298 .
. Milk and Dairy Supervision Act-Regula, tions, 1420; Kraft-Walker Cheese Cempany Proprietary Limited, 1422.
Motor Car (Drivers' Licences) Bill, 2284.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2480.
Nurses and Midwives Bill, 706.
Parliamentary
Library - Salary
of
librarian, 2853.
,Personal Explanations-Statement in debate, 826; Ministers of the Crown and
Parliamentary Salaries Bill, 2849.
Points of Order-Statements in debate, 93,
265'8, 2895; disagreeing with ruling of
Acting Chairman, 2943.
Police Department-Pensions,' 2898.
Police Offences (Race-Meetings) Bill, 388.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 300,
682.
, Public Officers Salaries Bill, 2544.
Public Service Board-Members' salaries,
. 2897.
Public Trustee Bill, 2946.
Railway Department-Closing of branch
lines, 1415.
Railways Dismantling Bill, 2546.
Railway Strike-Ministerial statement,
1471 ; effect on traders, 1639; Government intervention, 2303.
State Electricity Commission-Country
needs, 1419.
State Electricity Commission Bill: 2613,
2642.

' ,

Fraser, Mr. A. J.-conti.nued.
State Rivers and Water Supply Com~is
sion-Enlargement of Eildon weir, 1421.
Tallangatta Township (Removal) Bill,
1821.
Transport Regulation Board-Concessions
to country operators, 1418.
Treasury Bonds Bill, 2460.
Uniform Taxation, 1415.
University (Veterinary Research) Bill, 334.
Victorian Inland Meat Authority (Advances) Bill, 1621.
Want of Confidence in Hollway Ministry,
65; notice of motion of want of confidence in McDonald Ministry, 169, 171.
Water Bill, 1898.
Water Supply Loan and Application Bill,
1886.
Workers' Compensation (Amendment)
Bill, 2676.

Free Libraries-Government grant, 921.
Fruit--Control of fruit fly, 207. (See also
.. Dried Fruits ~ndustry.")
Fulton, Mr. W. O. (Gippsland North).
Camberwell-Hawthorn Community Hospital-Acquisition of land, 592; number
of beds, 714.
Casterton Hospital-Nurses' Home, 913.
Education Department-Balmoral consolidated school, 2553.
Fawkner Cemetery-Extension, 1765.
Hamilton Hospital-Financial position,
1845.
Health, Department of-X-ray machines
in shoe shops, 292; appointment of member of Commission of Public Health,
675, 71L
Hospitals and Charities CommissionAllocation to Caritas Christi Hospice,
1567, 1720; Government grants, 2595.
Masseurs Registration Board-Application
for registration, 1765.
Medical Bill, 1196, 1494, 1500, 1501, 1990,
2026, 2027, 2030.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 997, 1379,
2036, 2037, 2042, 2050, 2052, 2054, 2055,
2057, 2058, 2061, 2065, 2066, 2070, 2118,
2123, 2124, 2127, 2132, 2136, 2137, 2145,
2147, 2149, 2158. 2163, 2166, 2258, 2263.
Mental Hygiene Branch-Dismissal of hospital attendant, 1333, 1529; case of Miss
R. Meaney, 1425; reports of Director,
1787; mental hospital at Warrnambool,
1787; payment of working patients, 2301;
children's cottages at Kew Mental Hospital, 2597; Janefield institution, 2597.

LEGISLATIVE'

Fulton, Mr. W.O.-continued.
Nurses' and Midwives Bill, 262, 379, 718,
719, 720, 722, 723, 724, 725.
Point
of
Order-Member
discussing
amendments on second-reading motion,
2412.
St. George's Hospital, Kew-Building
permit for nurses' home, 592, 842.
Tuberculosis Patients-Allowances for
dependants, 291; institutional treatment,
291.
Funeral Benefit Funds-Registration ot
societies, 641, 645.
Furniture-Richmond firm's purchase plan,
710, 711.

G.
Galvin, Mr. L. W. (Bendigo).
Afforestation Companies Report of
activities, 712.
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
316, 623, 624, 626, 628, 631.
Debate-Withdrawal -of statement objected
to, 171, 554.
Drainage Areas Bill, 1166.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
818, 826, 835.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1040, 1138.
Greater Melbourne Council, 95, 96.
Health, Department of~Appointment of
member of Commission of Public Health,
675, 709.
Home Help Services, 93.
Housing-Hollway Government's administration, 92.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment> Bill, 1607.
'
Industries Location Consultant, 208.
Legislative Council--Franchise, 95.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 463, 547,
554.
Melbourne (Bowen-street) Land Bill, 312.
Melbourne Harbor Trust (Housing Advances) Bill, 391.
Non-contributory State Pensions Bill, 400.
Nurses and Midwives Bill, 726.
Points of Order-Statements in debate,
178, 425; member asking question on
motion for adjournment at close of
sitting, 411.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Amendment
Bill, ]084.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 299,
300.
Printers and Newspapers (Foreign Advertis~ments) Bill, 255, 257.

ASSE~IBLY.

Galvin, Mr. L. W.-continued.
Public Trustee Bill, 691.
Railway Department-Bendigo workshops,
93; electrification of Bendigo line, 93.
Railway Strike-Ministerial statement.
1477; Essential Services Act, 1872,· 1874,
1875.
Soldier Settlement-Single unit farms, 94~
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Irrigation projects, 91; increased
water charges, 92; Coliban system, 713;
irrigation permits, 713; Lauriston rese'voir, 713.
Supply-Limitation of debate, 179.
Tallangatta Township (Removal) Bill, 941..
1815, 1944.
Victorian Inland Meat Authority (Ad:"
vances) Bill, 1614.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 91.
Weights and Measures Act, 95.
Weights and Measures Bill, 252, 7ZT, 732,
738.
Workers' Compensation Act, 95.
Game Laws-(See "Fisheries and Game
Department." )
Gas-Government subsidy for undertakings,
(qns.) 337, 841, 995, 2844 ..:-Price to
household users in capital cities, (qn.)
507.-Explosions in metropolitan area,
953, 955.
(See also "University of
Melbourne-Research.")
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Ministerial statement re estalblishment of corporatioDr
226.-Government negotiations with
companies, 411, 413, (qn.) 414.-Shareholders' registers of Metropolitan and
Brighton companies, (qn.) 966.-Appointment of directors, (qn.) 966.
Gasification of Brown Coal-Estimated cost
of production by Lurgi process at Morwell, (qns.) 507, 508.-Manufacturers of
and agents for Lurgi plant, ~(qn.) 508.Estimated cost and capacity of gasification plant at Morwell, (qn.) 508.-Tenders for installing Lurgi plant, 931.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill-Appropriation resolution and first reading, 511;
second reading, 511, 844; Committee
883, 969, 997; third reading, 1115;
amendments after third -reading, 1119.
Geelong (Kardinia Park) Land Bill-Introduction, 2599, 2686; first reading, 2686;
second reading, 2686; remaining stages..
2687.

INIlE}L .

Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) ~ill
Introduction and first reading, 2115;
second reading, 2233, 2383; Committee,
2392; remaining stages, 2393.
Goods (Textile Products> Bill-Received
fr,om Council and first reading, 709;
second reading, 714, 946; remaining
stages, 951.
Gordon Institute for Boys-Visit of Minister
of Health, 2193, 2196.-Financial position, 2194, 2195.
Government Departments-Delays in dealing with correspondence, 1413.-Exchange of information on land values,
1414.
Government House-Alterations and repairs,.
206.
Government Motor Cars.
(See" Motor
Cars, Government.")
Government Printing Office-Staffing and
overtime arrangements, 2853.-Case of
Mr. William Olsen, 2853.
Governor, His Excellency General Sir
Reginald Alexander Dallas Brooks,
K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.-Copy of Speech
to both Houses of Parliament, received,
137.
Grain Elevators Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 1196; second reading, 1256,
1568; apprapriation resolution, 1584;
Committee, 1584; remaining stages,
1585.
Grain Elevators Board. (See" Wheat.")
Greater Melbourne Council-Establishment,
33, 48, 52, 70, 73, 79, 96.-Public meeting
at P,rahran, 1170, 1171.
Great Ocean Road Lands Act-Transfer of
land, (qn.) 793.
Group Constructions Proprietary LimitedInvestigation of operations, 2074, 2077,
2548, 2551, 2553, 2912, 2917, 2928, 2929.
-Activities of Mr. Peter RussellClarke, 2075, 2912.-0ase of widow at
De'er Park, 2917.-Personal explanations
by Mr. Norman, 2551, 2917. (See also
•• Building Operations and Building
Materials Control (Amendment) Bill.")
Guye, Mr. E. F. (Polwarth).
Children's Welfare Department-Formal
appearance in court of neglected children, 2550.
Country Roads Board-Sale of land at
Eastern View, 712.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2384.

Guye, Mr. E. F.--continued.
Great Oce'an Road Lands Act-'];ransfer
of land, 793.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2473.
Railway Loan and Application Bill, 2762.
Railways Dismantling Bill, 2457, 2545.
Weights and Measures Bill, 360, 405.
H.

Hayes, Mr. Thomas ~Melbourne).
Country Roads Board Bill, 2294.
Grain Elevators Bill, 1576.
JUlbilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2178.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Transfer of
businesses, 2273.
Melbourne (Bowen-street) Land Bill, 303.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2048.
Police Offences (Race-meetings) Bill, 385.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Bill, 340.
Railway Loan and Application Bill, 2763.
Tallangatta Townshi'P (Removal) Bill,
1825.
•
Weights and Measures Bill, 734.
Health Department. ,(See" Department of
Health.")
Herd Testing Associations. (See" Dairying
-Herd Testing Associatw1Uf.")

Hipworth, Lieut.-Col. J. A. (Swan Hill).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment> Bill,
318,632.
Budget, 1351.
Building Directorate-Issue 'of permit,s,
112.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Amendment) Bill,
1735, 1945, 1980.
Coal-Oaklands field, 1353.
Co-operative Housing Societies Bill, 1632.
Country Sewerage Authorities-Government grants, 2937.
Death-Hon. F. E. Old, 22.
Documentary Films, 2887.
Dried Fruits Industry-Assistance to
growers, 414, 1355, 2597, 2772; damage
to crops, 2846.
Education Departmen t-Accommoda tion
f()r country teachers, 1905; teachers'
residences, 2909, 2910; transport of
scholars, 2909.
Electorates-Notice of visits by Ministers,
757.
~stimates, 2854, 2887, 2g01, 2909, 2916,
2937.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Dill,
825.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Hipworth, Lieut.-Col. J. A.--continued.
Fisheries and Game Department-Opening
days of shooting seasons, 1354; rod tax,
1354.
Forests
Commission-Development
of
forest areas, 1354.
Government Motor Cars-Servicing, 2887.
Grain Elevators Bill, 1570.
Grasshopper Plague, 2195.
Herd Testing Associations, 1354.
Hospitals and Charities, 1353.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amenoment> Bill, 1609.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2182.
Latrobe Valley-Developmental projects,
1352.
Law Department-Raffles for charitable
institutions, 2916.
Li vestock-Transport, 1763.
Melbourne Harbor Trust (Housing Advances) Bill, 389.
Members of Parliament--Service in defence forces, 676, 710; notice of Ministerial visits to electorates, 757; telephone
allowance, 2854; air travel, 2887; motor
car allowance, 2887.
Moral Rearmament Conference, 2887.
Motor Car Act-Speed of transports, 2901.
Motor Car (Drivers' Licences) Bill, 2285.
Parliament-Late sittings, 2887.
Personal Explanation-Sale of properties,
2597, 2598, 2599.
Points of Order-Statements in debate,
2531,2532.
(Foreign
Printers
and
Newspapers
Advertisements) Bill, 2887.
Rabbit Pest-Importation of wire netting,
2845.
Railway Department-Koondrook railway,
1352; pre-cut houses, 1354; burning off
grass on railway lands, 2343.
Railway Strike-Ministerial statement,
1482; effect on traders, 1639; cost of
transporting power fuel, 2960.
Rural Finance Corporation, 1356.
Soldier Settlement Commission - Areas
purchased, 1356.
State Electricity Commission-Shortage of
labour and equipment, 113; extension of
area of supply in Murray valley, 444;
Morwell briquetting plant, 1198; country
needs, 1352.
State Electrici ty Commission Bill, 2612,
2613, 2629.
State Electricity Commission (Contracts)
Bill, 1199, 1203.

Hipworth, Lieut.-Col. J. A.-cont'inued.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Increased charges, 112, 414, 1355,
2937; drainage of river areas, 1354;
country supplies, 1354; maintenance of
channels, 1355; red'uction of charges,
2233, 2597, 2692; revenue for maintenance, 2233; dismissal of maintenance
men, 2527; withdr,awal of equipment,
2527; Royal Commission on a,dministration, 2597; Torrumbarry irrigation
system, 2937.
Uniform Ta..'(ation, 1351.
University (Veterinary Research) 13 ill, 330.
Victorian Inl'and Meat Authority (Advances) Bill, 1624.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 111.
Water Supply Loan and Application Bill,
1891.
Wool Tax, 1356.
Workers' Compensation Acts-Tabling of
file, 2846.
Hollway, Mr. '1'. T. (Ballarat).

Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
607, 614, 624.
Basic Wage-Effect on State Budget, 1270.
Budget, 1269.
'
Business of the House-Hour of meeting,
2191; order of business, 2367, 2372, 2537.
2538, 2600, 2601, 2850.
Chairman of Committees-Election, 23.
Change of Ministry, 196.
Close of the SeSSion, 2953.
Coal-Importations, 1273.,
Committees of Supply and Ways and Means
-Formation, 163.
Communism-Report of Royal Commission, 24.
Deaths-Hon. W.' H. Everard, M.L.A., 17;
Sir Albert Dunstan, M.L.A., 19; Hon.
F. E. Old, 21, 23.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected
to, 2537; refUSing member leave to submit motion, 2881, 2882.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill.
2866.
Electoral Office, 199
Essential Services Act-Repeal, 32.
Estimates, 2851, 2921, 2933, 2934; Supplementary Estimates for 1949-50, 207.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill;
836.
Fisheries and Game Department-Rod
tax, 1275.
Gas and Fuel Corpora,tion-Ministerial
statement, 230.
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HolIwl!-Y,,, Mr.. T. T.-continued.
Hollway, Mr. T. T.-contin'ued.
,q~ ~md.1fu.el CQrporation Bill, 883, 1014.
Royal
Family-Congratulations
upon
· ,Cas .U.nder'taki~g~overnment negotiaRoyal' birth, 337 .
. '. :tions, .2?0,. 414.
Shrine of Remembrance Site Bill, 1491.
". Geelong (Rardi:nia Park) Land Bill, 2599.
,Soil Conservation, 1272.
'·i"fI'eat.er, Melbourne Council, 33.
Soldier Settlement - Areas purchased,
· ~9using-Pre-fabricated houses; 1273; pre. 1274.
: ;' ,cut homes from Germany, 1273.
Speaker-Election, 15, 17.
· Jndustrial Disputes-Intervention by State
State ElectriCity Commission Bill, 2612.
1,.G:overnment, 1175, 1177, 1180.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commis· La~robe Valley-Developmental scheme,
sion-Eildon reservoir extenSion, 1274.
1272.
Superannuation Bill, 211.
Legislative Council-Franchise, 32, 198;
Supply, 256 .
.. :'. referendum before abolition of Council,
Surplus Revenue (Unexpended Balances)
. ,2538.
Bill, 2116, 2377.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 415, 418,
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 599.
419, 425, 531, 539, 549, 556, 558, 561, 572,
Uniform Taxation, 207, 1276.
. 580, 583, 587, 1084.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds, 1.272.
Medical Bill, 2027.
Victorian
Inland
Meat
Authority
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Advances) Bill, 1618.
Board-Increased. !tares, 2921.
Want of Confidence in Hollway Ministry,
Melbourne City Council-Franchise, 33.
24, 25, 26, 27, 30.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2055, 2059,
Want of Confidence in McDonald Ministry
2137, 2149, 2159.
-Notice of motion, 136, 163.
·Ministers of the Crown and Parliamentary
Workers' Compensation (Amendment>
Salaries Bill, 2375.
Bill, 2626, 2628.
;Motor· Drivers' I;..icence Fee, 1271, 1276.
Municipalities - Government
assistance, Holt, Mr. R. W. (Portland).
'. 1276.'
Children's Welfare Department-Institu:'Municipalities and Ot'her Authorities
tions for St'ate wards, 2903.
Finances Bill, 2461.
Drainage Areas Bill, 1587.
Nurses and Midwives Bill, 721, 725.
Education Department-Merino school
Parliament of the United Kingdombus service, 1297.
Opening of new House of Commons,
Estimates, 2903.
1172.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 1803.
·,Personal· Explanation-Ministers of the
Nurses and Midwives· Bill, 705.
Crown and Parliamentary Salaries Bill:
Soldier Settlement Commission-Public
.. Cost of living adjustment, 2846.
examination of soldier settler debtors,
Points of Order-Referring to the Leader
483.
of the Opposition by other than his
. official title, 168; statement in debate,
Home Delivel'Y of Commodities, 1358.
1856.
Home
Help Services-Government assist· ·Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 1725, 2415.
ance,
93, 922.
·Police Regulation (Pensions) Bill, 295, 296.
Racing - Independent
control
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 298, . Horse
authority,
838,
(qn.)
914,
953,
955,
956.,:; '300.
Recovery of debts on course betting,
Public Transport-Ministerial statement
(qn.) 965. (See also" Jubilee and Cenre increased fares and freights, 2881.
tenary Sports Bill," "Police Offences
Railw.ay Department-Increased freights
CRace-meetings) Bill," and "Trotting
• '. . ~ i and 'fares, 1271, 2921.
Control
Board.")
Railway: Strike....:....Compulsory conference
:: . '~ of." parties, 1253; newspaper report 1'e
draft agreement, 1722; production of
'.; file, 1722; Ministerial statements, 1846,
1851, 2233; Opposition offer to confer
Wlith" Government, 2275; adjournment
motion, 2344, 2366.
I',

HospitalsUse of Repatriation
hospitals, (qn.) 966, 1368.
Buildings-Cancellation of permits, 103.Prefabricated units in country districts,
924.
Accommodation -
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Housing-continued.

Hospitals-continued.
Bush Nursing Hospitals-Closing of Nati-

Emergency Accommodation-Camp P~lI,

muk and Heywood hospitals, 484, 485.Government financial assistance, 923,
1407.

105.-Families in occupation, 108.Renov'ations and improvements, 108.Ministerial inspections, 105, l11.~Treat
ment of ex-servicemen, 644, 646.Tenants at showgrounds, Ascot Vale,
(qn,) 968.-Use of holiday homes, 1526,
2074.-Allotment of houses to occupants
of housing camps, (qnJ 1720, 1844, 1903.
-Increased and improved facilities, 1844.
-Case of Merlynston family, 1902.Box Hill family's plight, 2072.-Eligibility of applicants, 2073.
Eviction.~-Metropolitan
area, 105,' 108,
(qnJ 377.-Cases at Richmond, 482, 485.
-Prohibition of mass evictions~ 884, 885.
-Eviction orders in Victoria, (qn,) 2843.
(See also" Landlord and Tenant Act.")
Fim.ance-Loans to home builders, 928,
(qn.) 995, 1376.
Home PU1'chases-Effect of insurance
plan, .1215. (See also" Group Constructions Pty. ,Ltd.")
Imported Houses-Pre-cut houses from
Europe, 928, 1273.-0bjection to lowering of building standards, 1396, 1416.Rents charged by State instrumentalities, 1397. (See also" Local Government
(Imported Houses) Bill.")
Ministerial - Houses completed during
term of Hollway Government, 109.Allotment of Housing portfolio, 192.
Renting of Rooms-Exploitation of New
Australians, (qn.) 592, 1526.
Housing CommissiollAccommodation for Families, (qnJ 994,
(qn.) 1115, 1338.
(See also" Housing

Cambe'twel"t-Hawthorn Community Hospital-Acquisition of land, (qn.) 592;

number of beds, (qn.) 714.
of file, (qn,) 711;
permit for nurses' home, (qn.) 913.

Casterton-Tabling
Children's

Hospital-Progress

on

new

building, 103..
Hamilton

Ba~e

HoS'pital-Financial posi-

tion, 1841, 1845.
Repatriation

HoS'pitals -

Availability

of

beds, 1368.
St. George's Hospital-Permit for nurses'

home, (qnsJ 592,842.
Women's Hospital-Accommodation, 104.

Hospitals and Charities Commission-Reduction of hospital overdrafts, (qn.) 965.
-Use of wards at Caulfield Repatriation
hospital, (qn.) 966.-Financial provision,
1256.-Allocation to Caritas Christi
Hospice, (qns.) 1566, 1720.-Hospital
finance, 1842, 1845.
Hospitals and Charities Fund-Government
allocations, 205, 923,. 1353.-Transfer of
funds from Surplus Revenue Act appropriations, 924.-Government grants to
hospitals, (qnJ 2595.
House 'Committee-Appointment, 214.
HousingAccommodation for Aged PeopZe-640, 645.

-Emergency Accommodation.")
Admini.stration-Holmesglen "factory dis-

Architects' Charges-Activities of Simpson

pute, 258, 335, 336,-Administration
costs, (qn.) 968.-Employment of L.
Sibley, (qn.) 2233.-Alleged burial of
cement at Heidelberg, (qn.) 2845.-Suggested committee of inquiry, 2935.
Amenities-Recreation facilities on estates,
2904.-Community centre at Maidstone.
2904.-Finance for Youth centres, 2905.
A1Jplicants-8election of tenants, 277.Ballots-Suggested discontinuance, 1338,
1902, 1903.
B'uilding Operations - Springvale, (qn.)
675.-Activities on Geelong projects.
(qn.) "840.-Constructio.n in Gippsland
towns, 928.-Number and value of
houses erected, (qn.) 968......:.Cost of
country dwellings, 993.7 Selection of
area at BalIan, 1418.-ContractorS employed, (qn.) 2595, 2935.

and Brown,
2303.

Camberwell, 2272,

2298,

Building Materials-Use at Balwyn, 710,

711.-Banning of brick houses, 1367.Bricks for fences, 1367.
Building Standards.
Imported Houses.")

(See" Housing-

Housing Societies - Registrar's report, 215.-Dismissal of Registrar, (qn,) 261.-Building finance, (qn.)
844, 883, 885.-Scope of operations, 928.
-Increase of maximum liability under
guarantees, 928.-Community advance-'
ment scheme, 928.-Provision of funds,
(qn.) 995.
(See also "Co-operative
Housing Societies Bill.")

Co-operative

Country Conditions-Bendigo, 92.

INDEX.

Housing Commission-co1J.t'~~u~4.
Oondemned Houses-Suspension of demo. lition orders, 642, 645.
Essential Services-Effect of lack on
availability of houses, (qn.) 968.
Finance - Capital expenditure increase,
928, 1376.-Annual deficits, (qn.) 1457.Arrears of rent, (qn,) 14'58; amounts
written off (qn.) 1458.---'Cost of homes
outside metropolitan area, (qn.) 1458.
Houses in Country Towns-Effect of
shortages on decentralized industries,
1417.
Land Acquisition-Prices and locations,
643, 645, (qn,) 675, 928, 1396, 2551, 2694.
Maintenance of Dwellings-Annual cost,
(qn,) 1458.
Materials-Allocations, 108, (qn,) 2845.Use of inferior timber in houses, 275.
Ministerial-" White Paper," 108.
Prefabricated
Houses-Contract
with
Donau Industry Werke, (qn.) 915.
Rents-Comparison with South Australian
charges, 2935.
Tenants-Purchase of homes, (qn,) 1171.
-Evictions and voluntary vacations,
(qn,) 1458.-Purchase valuation notices:
Estates affected: Number of homes
purchased and average prices, (qn,)
1720.-Eviction proceedings at Port
Melbourne, 2957.
Hume Reservoir. (See" Tallangatta Township Removal Bill.")
Hyland, Mr. H. J. T. (Gippsland South).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment> Bill,
634, 635.
Brown Coal-Gasification, 76.
Building Directorate-Permits to General
Tyre and Rubber Co. Pty. Ltd., 675;
permit to Ansett's, Hamilton, 711; ski
club war memorial, '711; permit for
building at Nunawading, 790; commercial and industrial permits, 790, 1250,
1251, 1459, 1721; importation of plaster
of Paris, 841; allocations of cement,
842; Western District Cement Company,
842; permit for Geelong building, 842;
permits for motor bus terminals, 913;
permits for construction of large
houses, 965; erection of home at Camberwell, 966; permits for Balwyn and
Mornington Peninsula homes, 1114;
employment of inspectors, 1114; breaches
of regulations, 1114, 1721; permit to
Geelong branch of Myer Emporium
Ltd., 2113.

Hyland, Mr. H. J. T.--continued.
auilding Operations and Building Materials Control (Amendment) Bill, 1516,
1732, 1979, 1980.
Casterton Hospital, 711.
Cement-Production, importations and
distribution, 338, 2114, 2593, 2594.
City of Nunawading-Acquisition of land,
236.
Closure Motions, 575, 635, 1148, 2185, 2607.
Coal-Importations, 76.
Country Roads Board-Purchase of land
at Mentone, 593, 2231, 2960; sale of land
at Eastern View, 712 .•
Country Roads Board Bill, 1568, 1731.
Debate-Refusing member leave to submit motion, 2882.
Decentralization, 74.
Drainage Areas Bill, 969.
Education Department-Country requirements, 75; consolidated school at Goroke,
711; reference to employees in report of
Royal Commission on Communist party,
843;
accommodation
for
country
teachers, 1905.
Emergency Housing AccommodationTenants at showgrounds, Ascot Vale,
968.
Estimates, 2939.
'Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
263, 301, 746, 827,.829, 830, 833, 834,
836, 946.
Greater Melbourne Council-Public meeting at Prahran, 1171.
Housing Commission-Eviction . orders,
377, 1458; building operations at Springvale, 675; land acquisitions, 675; activities ·at Geelong, 841; extension of housing projects, 841; contract for prefabricated houses, 915; number and value of
houses, 968; administration costs, 968;
essential services, 968; allocation of
homes, 995, 1720; accommodation for
large families, 1115; sale of homes to
tenants, 11.72; annual deficits, 1458;
maintenance of dwellings, 1458; arrears
of rent, 145'8; voluntary vacation of
homes, 1458; cost of houses outside
metropolis, 1458; purchase-valuation
notices, 1720; homes purchased, 1720;
employment of L. Sibley, 2233; building
contractors, 2595; alleged burial of
cement at Heidelberg, 2845; allocation of
building materials, 2845.
Imported Materials Loan and Application (Amendment) Bill, 794, 943.
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Hyland, Mr. H. J. T.-continued.
Johnston-street
Bridge-Reconstruction
work, 2232.
Latrobe Valley-Development, 76.
Legislative Council-Franchise, 73.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 575.
Local Government-Municipal responsibilities, 844; commission of inquiry, 844.
Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill, 2684.
Local Government (Shire of Braybrook)
Bill, 2860, 2948.
Materials Procurement Directorate-Importations of light-gauge steel, 2114; importations of timber, 2231; materials
purchased, 2231; production of plaster
sheets, 2453.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 836,
1198.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Contracts) Bill, 1158, 1207.
Migrant Hostel, Pascoe Vale, 1171.
Mildura Power Station-Fuel supplies,
2430.
Ministerial Statements--Railway strike,
1460, 1489, 1845, 2233; public transport
increases of fares and freights, 2880,
2882.
Moondah Hotel, Mornington-Building
permit, 236; change of name, 1251, approval of alterations, 1251.
Motor Omnibuses
Ticket issuing
machines, 1939, 2596.
Newspapers-Price increases, 995, 1566;
discount to newsagents, 1566.
Nurses and Midwives Bill, 946.
Points of Order--Statements in debate,
1177, 1881, 2180, 2918.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 2414, 2419,
2428, 2430.
Price Control-Orders for price increases,
592, 676; cost of commodities, 1171;
manufacturers' production costs, 1906.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 263,
296, 297, 299.
Public Contracts (Amendment) Bill, 1841,
1939, 2293.
Public Transport-Bus and tram fares, 885;
charges for prams, 885; carriage of
pushers and prams on tramway buses
and trains, 2342; Ministerial statement
on increased fares and freights, 2880.
Public Works. Loan and Application Bill,
794, 945.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill
(No.2), 2614..

Hyland, Mr. H. J. T.-continued.
Railway Department-Orders for trucks,
261, 339; pre-cut houses, 377, 2961; concessions to guards, 844; trading hours
of refreshment room bars, 914, 1171;
transport of spastic children, 993;
.. Operation Snail" pre-cut houses, 1251;
Tasmanian Government's inquiries, 1252;
·acquisition of land at Coburg, 1788,
1938; proposed new station on Broadmeadows line, 2302; re-opening of North
Carlton line, 2342; burning-off grass on
railway lands, 2343; deliveries of wool
and farm machinery, 2431; sleeping
cars, 2452; resignation of tradesmen,
2593.
Railway Loan and Application Bill, 2539.
Railway Strike-Compulsory conference of
parties, 1252, 1253, 1269; Ministerial
statements, 1460, 1489, 1845, 2233;
transport of superphosphate, 1528; newspaper report" 1722; draft agreement,
1722, 1789; production of file, 1722, 1789;
decision of Conciliation Commissioner,
1789; Essential Services Act, 1868;
emergency transport services, 1905 ;
Government intervention, 2274; off-loading of goods, 2343, 2846, 2961; adjournmen~ motion, 2358, 2359, 2363, 2364;
road transport fre,igh t charges, 2453 ;
carriage of power fuel, 2961.
Railways Dismantling Bill, 2453, 2456,
2457.
Road Accidents-Speed of motor cycles,
2961.
Royal Commission on Communist partyCase of A. L. RatCliffe, 1252, 1460.
State Electricity Commission-Country
needs, 75.
Transport
Regulation
Act--Statutory
fund, 1939.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 72.
Workers' Compensation (Amendment)
Bill, 2655, 2656, 2657.
I.

ImmigrationSiting of hostels, 927.-Conditions at
Pascoe Vale hostel, 1170, 1171.-Allocation of homes to migrants, 1338.-Cost·
of placement of migrants in Australia,
1411.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill-Appropriation resolution and fir~t reading, 794; second
reading, 943, 1594; remaining stages,
1612.

· ',.

'"

INDEX.'

Industrial Dlsputes--Holmesglen Housing
Commission factory, 258, 335, 336.Metrop.olitan Fire Brigades, 1166.Adjournment motion, 1175.
(See also
"Railway Strike.")
Industries-Concentration in capital cities,
(qn.) 713; propose~ prohibitive legislation, (qns.) 713, 843.
Industries Location Consultant-Expenses of
Mr. Edgar Bartrop, 208.
Infantile Paralysi~Treatment costs, 207.
-Grant for research work, 922.
Infant Welfare. (See" Children's Welfare
Act," and .. Cr~ciles, Infant Welfare,
Kindergartens." )
Inland
Angling
Licence
Fee-Motion
authorizing imposition of a licence fee,
2690, agreed to, 2754.
(See also
"Fisheries Unland Angling) Bill.")
Inland Meat Authority-Re-opening ot
Donald works, (qn.) 593.
(See also
.. Victorian Inland Meat Authority
(Advances) Bill.")
Insanity and Crime. (See" Law .Depart·
ment.")
Intestacy, Law of.
(See" Law Depart~
ment.")

K.
Knox, Brigadier Sir George (Scoresby).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment> Bill,
613.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardDirect approach to Executive Council,
995.
Factories and Shops (Amendment> Bill,
814.
Fisheries Unland Angling) Bill, 2760.
Forests (Accounts and Funds) Bill, 1209.
Melbourne and MetropOlitan Board of
Works-Upper Yarra water storage,
2842; Lysterfield reservoir area, 2842.
Mental Hygiene' Authority Bill, 2146.
Parliament of the United KingdomOpening of new House of Commons,
1173.
Speaker-Election, 15.
State Electricity Commission Bill, 2612.
State Electricity. Commission (Contracts)
Bill, 1202.
Teaching Service (Amendment> Bill, 597,
1508.
Weights and Measures Bill, 730.

L
Ireland, Mr. A. E. (Mernda).
Children's Welfare Department-Formal
appearance in court of neglected children, 2902.
Estimates, 2902.
Forests (Accounts and Funds) Bill, 1207,
1208, 1210.
Melbourne and MetropOlitan Board of
Works '(Borrowing Powers) .Bill, 1199,
2250, 2258.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Contracts) Bill, 2248.
MuniCipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2477.
Poultry. Industry-Shortage of feed, 2844.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill
(No.2), 2617.
State Electricity Commission--Supply in
rural districts, 2844.
State Electricity Commission Bill, 2639.
State Forests Loan and Application Bill,
2399.
Water Supply Loan and Application Bill,
1890.
J.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1568; second
reading, 1729, 2171: Committee, 2186;
third reading and amendments after
third reading, 227::.

Landlord and Tenant Act-Protected persons: Extension of period, (qn.) 914.-·Review of war-time restrictions, 1390,
1397, 1414.-Evictions in Oakleigh-Caulfield districts, (qnJ 1460.-Re-possession
of homes, 1526, 2549, 2553, 2771, 2772.Transfer of businesses, 2273, 2275.Pegging of rents, 2552.-Amendment of
Act, 2771.-Action by Tasmanian Parliament, 2772.-Eviction orders in Victoria,
(qnJ 2843.
Landlord and Tenant (Servicemen) BillIntroduction and first reading, 2233;
second reading, 2276, 2393; Committee,
2398; remaining stages, 2399; Council's
amendment, 2849, 2947.
Lands Department-Sale of Crown lands,
(qnsJ 413, 508.-Yarra Park contro]:
Occupancy by Melbourne City Council,
(qn.) 793.
(See also "Government
Department," "Great Ocean Road Lands
Act," and "Vermin and Noxious
Weeds.")
Land Tax Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1790; second reading, 1940, 2246;
remaining stages, 2248.'
Latrobe Valley-Development, 76, 926, 1272,
1352.-Disposal of emuent by pipe line,
76.
' .
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Law

Department-Hollway ,Government's
administration,
41.-Registration
of
process servers and private detectives,
336.-Legality of "housey-housey" at
carnivals, 954, 956.-Persons acquitted of
criminal charges on ground of insanity:
Case of Winifred Therese Walford, (qn.)
1460, 2859; number held in custody and
treatment, (qn.) 2342, 2859, 2911.-Revision of law of intestacy, 2915. (See
also "Divorce Law," "Police Offences
Act," ". Power Without Glory '," and
"Public Solicitor.")
Leave of Absence-Mr. Curnow, 173, 415.
Leckie, Mr. R. J. (Evelyn).
Acts Interpretation (Amendment) Bill,
1523.
Cattle Compensation Bill, 1637.
Death-Hon. W. H. Everard, M.L.A., 18.
Funeral Benefit Funds, 641.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 970, 1037,
1045, 1055, 1145.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Protected
persons, 914; extension of period of protection, 914.
Landlord and Tenant (Servicemen) Bill,
2393, 2398, 2948.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 469, 546,
549, 568.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2267.
Motor Car <Drivers' Licences) Bill, 2283.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2479.
Non-Contributory State Pensions BUl,
401.
Personal Explanation - Absence from
Chamber, 2762.
Police Offences (Race-meetings) Bill, 388.
Public Trustee Bill" 689, 692.
Railway Strike-Essential Services Act,
1871.
State Electricity Commission Bill, 2637.'
Water Supply Loan and Application Bill,
1895.
Weights and Measures Bill, 367, 408, 409,
731.
Workers' Compensation (Amendment>
Bill, 2680.

Leggatt, Lieut.-Col. W. W. (Mornington).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
325, 625.
Animals-Cruelty to, 1405, 1567.
Budget, 1403.
Business of the House-Order of business,
2454; days of sitting, 2692.

Leggatt, Lieut-Colonel W. W.---continued.
Drainage Areas Bill, 1592.
Education Department-Unused school
buildings, 643, 1296.
Estimates, 2911.
Firearms-Registration, 1405.
Fire Brigades (.Long-Service Leave) Bill,
2752.
Fisheries (Inland Angling) Bill, 2460, 2754,
'2761, 2762.
Forests (Accounts and Funds) Bill, 1209.
Gas and Fuel' Corporation Bill, 969, 985,
1004, 1012, 1027, 1035, 1037, 1038, 1040,
1044" 1052, 1053, 1055, 1056, 1057, 1068,
1071, 1072, 1074, 1075, i076, 1083, 1115,
1116, 1125, 1147, 1148.
Greater Melbourne Council, 79.
Housing Commission-Dispute at Holmesglen factory, 258, 260.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 1611.
Industrial Disputes-Intervention by State
Government, 1192.
Inland Angling Licence Fee, 2690, 2691.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2171.
Landlord and Tenant (Servicemen) Bill,
2233, 2396.
Legislative Council-Franchise, 79.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 426,' 428,
435, 535, 540, 548, 566.
Licensing Act-Permits for consumption
of liquor at " The Delphic," 1459.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 1800, 2061,
2116, 2167.
Motor Car (Drivers' Licences) Bill, 2283.
MuniCipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2487.
Penal Department-Reform of system,
1405; release of prisoners, 2911.
Point of Order-Statement in debate, 397.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 1725,
2408, 241~ 2414, 2419, 2423, 2424, 2425,
2429.
. Police Offences (Idle and Disorderly Persons) Bill, 2541.
Police Offences (Race-meetings) Bill, 273,
385.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Amendment
Bill, 996, 1084.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Bill, 339.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 676.
Printers and Newspapers (Foreign Advertisements) Bill, 254.
Public Trustee Bill, 398, 689, 692.
Pyalong Lands Exchange Bill, 239; 240.
State Electricity Commission Bill, 2653.
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Leggatt, Lieut-Colonel W. W.--continued.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Increased charges, 1405.
Supply-Limitation of debate, 181.
Transport
Regulation
Act-Statutory
fund, 1939.
Uniform Taxation, 1404.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 77.
Weights and Measures Bill, 252, 253, 350,
369, 370, 401, 402, 404, 405, 408, 410,
727, 730, 734, 737, 740, 741, 742, 745.
Workers' Compensation Act-Official files,
2596.
Workers' Compensation (Amendment)
Bill, 2622, 2624, 2629, 2654, 2655, 2662,
2677, 2679, 2681, 2682, 2683.
Legislative Assembly-Re-dlstribution of
seats, 163, 1336.
Legislative Council-Adult franchise, 32, 48,
52, 73, 79, 95, 198, 201.-Referendum before abolition of Council, 2536, 2538. (See
also" Legisl'ative Council Reform Bill.")
Legislative Council R-eform Bill-Introducduction and first reading, 262; second
reading, 280, 415, 445; Committee, 481,
531; third reading, 585; amendments
after third reading, 585; Council's
amendment, 997, 1083.
Lemmon, 1\11'. John (Williamstown).
Adjournment Motion Under Standing
Order, 8B-Relating motion to Government administration, 1859.
Administration and Probate Duties Bill,
2245.
Agent-General-Abolition of office, 2892.
Business of the House--Order of business,
2601.
Co-operative Housing Societies Bill, 1213.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected
to, 1030.
Education
Department--Scholar~hips,
209.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2872.
Estimates, 2892; Supplementary Estimates
for 1949-50, 208.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
820, 830.
Forests (Accounts and Funds) Bill, 1209.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2389.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 417, 418.
Marine (Temporary Exemptions) Bill,
288.
Melbourne (Bowen-street) Land Bill, 310.

Lemmon, Mr. John--continued.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2122, 2138.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks,
425, 2372; power of Council to initiate
Bill, 836.
Police Offences (Race-meetings) Bill, 273.
Public Accounts Committee-Re-appointment, 208.
Railway Strike-Essential Services Act,
1859, 1867; Government intervention,
2302, 2303.
Speaker~Election, 16.
Surplus Revenue (Unexpended Balances)
Bill, 2382.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 597.
Library Committee-Appointment of Assembly members, 334.
Library, Parliamentary--Salary of Librarian,
2853.
Licensing Act-Issue of permits for liquor
with meals, (qn.) 376.-Conditions in
hotels, 1215.-Mornington hotel-change
of name, (qn.) 1251.-Permits for
entertainments at "The Delphic," (qn.)
1459.-Trading hours, 2901.-Accommodation in hotels, 2902.
Lind, Mr. A. E. (Gippsland East).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
262, 263, 606, 608, 625.
Business of the House-Order of business,
2453.
Education Department-Rent charged for
house, 646; employment of Communists,
914; fire risk at Gardenvale State
school, 2113; prefabricated classrooms,
2342, 2845; maintenance grant to school
committees, 2844.
Education (ReligiOUS Instruction) Bill,
2860.
Forests (Accounts and Funds) Bill, 844,
936, 1208.
Geelong (Kardinia Park) Land Bill. 2599,
2686.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2115, 2233, 2392.
Great Ocean Road Lands Act-Transfer
of land, 793.
Lands Department--Sale of Crown lands,
413, 508.
Land Tax Bill, 1940.
Local Government Act-Objections to
street construction schemes, 371.
Marine (Temporary Exemptions) Bill, 257,
286.
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Lind, Mr. A. E.-c~ntinued.
Melbourne (Bowen-street) Land Bill, 262,
268.
Melbourne Harbor Trust (Housin~ Advances) Bill, 257, 285, 392, 589.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2461.
Point of Order-Statement in debate, 599.
Pyalong Lands Exchange Bill, 137, 237,
240.
Rabbit Pest-Impor.tation of wire netting,
2845.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Public
examination of settler debtors, 485;
Ettrick estate, 840, 913; Mortat estate,
1423.
State Forests Loan and Application Bill,
794, 936.
Teaching Service (Amendment> Bill, 339,
593, 598, 599, 1514, 1515.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Prosecution
of land holders, 844, 913.
Wirth's Park-·Fire risk, 840.
Yarra Park-Control, 793.
Loan Programme-Funds from Co~mon
wealth Government, 927.-Programme
for 1950-51, 927, 1271, 1283.
Local Government. (See" MuniCipalities.")
Local Government (Imported Houses) BillReceived from Council and first reading in private portion of sitting (see
page 2654); second reading, 2684; remaining stages, 2686.
Loeal Government (Shire of Braybrook)
Bill-Received from Council and read
first time, 2860; second reading, 2948;
remaining stages, 2951.
Lottery, State-Government policy, (qnJ
965.
Lurgi Gas-making J;»rocess-(See .. Gasification of Brown Coal.")
M.

Mack, Mr. R. W. (Warrnambool).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
313, 599, 603.
Agriculture Department-Western District
Agricultural College, 1364.
Australian Peace Council-Circulation :)f
pamphlet, 412.
Budget, 1359.
Drainage Areas Bill, 1589.
Fisheries and Game Department-:-Inland
rod tax, 1359; fish hatcheries, 1360;
illegal netting, 1361; seasons for game,
1362.

Mack, Mr. R. W.-continued.
Fisheries Unland Angling) Bill, 2757,
2760, 2761, 2762.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1061, 1066.
Gas Undertakings-Payment of subsidies,
841, 995; Government subsidy for transpert of coal by road to country works,
2844.
Herd Testing ASSOCiations-Budget proposals, 1364.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 556.
Mental Hygiene Branch-Institution at
Warrnambool, 1787.
Motor Car (Drivers' Licences) Bill, 2278,
2295.
Police Offences (Race-meetings) Bill, 387.
State Rivers and Water Supply Com mission-Country needs, 1365.
Maltby, Sir Thoma.s (Banvon).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bi1J,
604.
Brown Coal-Gasification, 59.
Budget, 1373.
Building Directorate-Permit to Geelong
branch of Myer Emporium Ltd., 2113.
Building Operations and Building Materials
Control (Amendment) Bill, 1962.
Business of the House-Order of business.
2370, 2372, 2373, 2374.
Coal
Mine
Workers'
Compensation
(Amendment) Bill. 2687.
Coal Mine Workers' Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 2455, 2456.
Commonwealth Recruiting CampaignParliamentary all-party committee, 994.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Registrar's report, 215.
Debate--Stage for moving amendments
in clause, 2116.
Estimates, 2854.
Exchange Rate-Readjustment, 1375.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
811.
F~shing Industry-Provision of cool stores,
278; metropolitan distribution, 278.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 870, 1016,
1136, 1138.
Geelong (Kardinia Park) Land Bill, 2687.
Goods (Textile Products) Bill, 946.
Housing-Importation of materials, 1374.
Industrial Disputes-Intervention by State
Government, 1188.
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Maltby, Sir Thomas-continued.
,- i.-and8! Department~'a~e of Crown lands,
413, 414, 508.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 417, 547.
McPherson's Ltd. Pensions Fund Bill, 241.
Marine (Temporary ExemptIons) Bill, 287.
Medical Bill, 1992.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 1736, 2038,
2039, 2042, 2045, 2051, 2054, 2055, 2063,
2067, 2116, 2121, 2131, 2134, 2137, 2143,
21~, ,~147, 2155, 2171; 2258, 2263.
Ministry-Change of, 191.
Non-:contributory State Pensions Bill, 399.
Nurses and. Midwives Bill, 725, 726.
Parliament-Late sittings, 2854.
Parliament of the United KingdomOpening .of new House of Commons,
1173.
Personal Explanation-Press statement,
214.
Points' of Order-Order of amendments,
1027, 1029; statement in debate, 2537.
Public Officers Salaries Bill, 2542, 2544.
Railway Strike-Decision of Conciliation
Commissioner, 1788; draft agreement
and production of file, 1788; adjournment
motion, 2364, 2366. '
Speaker-Election, 16.
State' Electricity Commission Bill, 2635.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 55.
Marine . (Temporary Exemptions) BillReceived from Council and first reading,
257; second reading, ~86; remaining
stages, 290.
Masseurs Registration Board-Case of Mr.
Kemp, 1764, 1765.
Materials Procurement Directorate-Impor"
tations of light-gauge steel and cement,
(qns.) 2114, 2452.:'- Pr0duction of
cement, (qn.) 2114.-Timber, (qn.) 2231.
-MaterialS purchased, (qn.) 2231.Plaster sheet production permit, (qn.)
2453, 2550. (See also" Building Directo,rate-Materials," "Cement," "Imported
Materials
Loan
and
Application
(Amendment) Bill," and" Steel.")
McDonald, Mr. J. G. B. (Shepparton).
Administration and Probate Duties Bill,
1789, 1790.
Adult· . Education Council-Government
grant, 921.
Agent-General-Appointment, 188.
Agricultural Colleges-Government grant,
925.

McDonald, Mr. J. G. B.-contin'U(ed.
Agriculture Department--Control of fruit
fly, 207; Budget statement, 925; research farms, 925; veterinary scholarships, 925.
Appropriation Bill, 2941, 2942, 2944.
Bread Industry-Monopoly control, 1171.
Budget, 915; advance publication of details in newspapers, 956.
Bush Nursing Hospitals-Closing of Natimuk and Heywood hospitals, 485;
Government grant, 923.
~usiness of the House-Order of business,
'378, 1845, 2026, 2367, 2370, 2374, 2536,
2538, 2600, 2602, 2850; suspension of
Grievance day, 2276.
Cancer Institute-Budget statement, 923.
Cattle Compensation Act-Increased payments, 925.
Cement-Shortage,
591;
importations,
2452; Government subsidy to municipalities, 2452.
Centenary Celebrations-Commonwealth
grant and State expenditure, 2843.
Chairman of Committees-Election, 24.
Clo.se of Session, 2952.
Closure Motion, 584.
Coal-Callide supplies, 919; quantities
imported, 1459, 2843; subsidy on imported coal, 1567.
Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means-Appointment, 162, 174.
Commonwealth Recruiting CampaignParliamentary
all-party
committee,
994.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 204.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 210.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 280.
Co-operative Housing Societies - Registrar's report, 215; removal of Registrar,
261; building finance, 844; Budget statement, 928; provision of funds, 995.
Co-operative Housing Societies Bill, 997,
1211, 1213, 1625, 1634, 1635, 2546, 2547,
2599.
Country Gas Works-Subsidy fOr transporting coal by road, 2844.
Cultural Development-Government grant,
921.
Deaths-Hon. W. H. Everard, M.L.A.,
18; Sir Albert Dunstan, M.L.A., 20; the
Hon. F. E. Old, 22.
Decentralization, 926.
Disseminated Sclerosis-Establishment of
clinic, 592.
Dried Fruits Industry-Assistance to
growers, 2597, 2772, 2846.
'
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McDonald, Mr. J. G. B.-continued.
Education Department-Teachers' salaries,
175, 204, 920, 1255; increased expenditure, 205, 275; conveyance of pupils,
206, 1298; endowments and grants, 206;
Budget statement, 920; scholarships and
bursaries, 920; allowances to students in
training, 920; technical education, 920;
removal of school buildings, 1298; Pootina and Bungal schools, 1298.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardDirect approach to Executive Council,
996; search of farms and homes, 1115.
Estimates, 174, 176, 273, 915, 2860, 2920,
2921, 2925,2929, 2932, 2933, 2934; Supplementary Estimates for 1949-50, 204.
Factories and Shops (Amendment> Bill,
835.

Firewood-Metropolitan supplies,
175,
204.
Fisheries and Game Department-Budget
statement, 926.
Fishing Industry-Metropolitan supplies,
280.
Flood Damage-Relief for sufferers, 215.
Forests Commission-Budget statement,
926.
Free Library Service Board-Government
grant, 921.
Fuel and Power-Budget statement, 919.
Gas and Electricity Prices---Government
subsidy for country undertakings, 337.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Establishment, 226; appointment of directors,
966.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 510, 511,
969, 971, 979, 998, 1002, 1024, 1038, 1039,
1041, 1045, 1053, 1055, 1058, 1068, 1069,
1071, 1073, 1074, 1075, 1115, 1118, 1135,
1136, 1152, 1154, 1156.
Gas Supply-Production by Lurgi process
at Morwell, 507; price to household
users in capital cities, 507; manufacturers and agents for Lurgi plant,
508; estimated cost and capacity of
Morwell plant, 50S.
Gas Undertakings--Government negotiations with companies, 414; Government
subsidies, 841, 995; shareholders' registers of Metropolitan and Brighton companies, 966.
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing
Order, 2276.
Group Constructions Fty. Ltd., 2929.
Health, Department of-Treatment of
infantile paralysis, 207; Budget statement, 921; vaccination, 922; experimental
re3earch, 922.
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McDonald, Mr. J. G. B.-continued.
Herd Testing Associations-Governmen t
subsidy, 925.
Home Deliveries of Commodities, 966.
Home Help Services-Government assistance, 922.
Hospitals and Charities-Budget statement, 923; use of wards at Caulfield
Repatriation hospital, 966.
Hospitals and Charities Fund, 205, 1256.
House Committee-Appointment, 215.
Housing-Eviction orders, 485; Budget
statement, 928; Government loans to
home builders, 995.
Housing Commission--JDispute at Holmesglen factory, 261; condition of materials,
278.
Industrial Disputes-Intervention by State
Government, 1181, 1182.
Industries in Capital Cities...:concentration, 713; proposed prohibitive legislation, 713, 843.
Janefield
Auxiliary Society HomeGovernment grant, 923.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Repossession
of homes by owners, 277·2.
Land Tax Bill, 1790.
Latrobe Valley Development, 926.
Legislative Council-Referendum before
abolition of Council, 2538.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 427, 482,
543, 565, 580, 584, 588.
Legislative Programme, 226.
Loan Programme, 927.
Maternal and ChBd Hygiene-Budget
statement, 921.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Pollution of Yarra river, 485,
592.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 837.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Increased fares, 1997.
Melbourne Cricket Ground-Broadcasting
of sporting events, 485.
Members of Parliament-Service in Defence Forces, 676.
Mental Hygiene-Increased expenditure,
207.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2056, 2882.
Metropolitan Fire Brigade-Contributions
by municipalities, 994.
Miners' Phthisis-Payments to sufferers,
275,1255.
Mines Department-Budget statement,
930.
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McDonald, Mr. J. G. B.-continued.
Ministerial Statements - McDonald Government's legislative programme, 226;
establishment of Gas and Fuel' Corporation, 226.
Ministers of the Crown and Parliamentary Salaries Bill, 2375, 2547, 2749, 2750.
Ministry - Formation
of
McDonald
Government, 135.
Municipalities-Rates on Governmentowned properties, 712; Municipalities
Assistance Fund, 924.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 1489, 1735.
National Fitness Council-Government
grant, 923.
Non-Contributory State Pensions Bill,
237.
Parliament House-Payment of overtime
to staff, 1171.
Parliament of the United KingdomOpening of new House of Common!il,
1172, 1175.
Penal Department-Increased Costs, 205.
Personal Explanations-North Coburg
police station, 1254; Ministers of the
Crown and Parliamentary Salaries Bill,
2847. .
Points of Order-Laying on table of House
document quoted by member, 186; member moving amendment outside ambit
of Bill, 418; refusing member leave to
submit motion for adjournment of House
under Standing Order, 88, 1852, 1853,
1854, 1855, 1856.
Police Department-Increased expenditure, 205; Budget statement, 921.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 2414, 2415,
2416.
Power Without Glory-Ref'erences to
Field Marshal Sir Thomas Blarney, 1997.
Public Officers Salaries Bill, 2276, 2375,
2544.
Public Service-Permanent and temporary
officers, 2114.
Public Works Committee-Appointment
of Assembly members, 210.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill
(No.2), 2545.
Railway Department-Increased expenditure, 205, 275, 1256; freights and fares,
206; pre-cut houses, 713, 791; comparative costs, 713; deficit, 919; carriage of
perambulators, 994.
'Railway Loan and Application Bi.ll, 2375.

'McDon~ld, Mr. J. G. B.-continued.

Railway Strike-Ministerial statem.ent,
1852, 1855; Essential Services Act, 1857,
1858, 1859, 1863; offer of Opposition to
confer with Government, 2276; adjournment motion, 2349, 2351; conference of
unions, 2596.
Red Cross Society-BlOod transfusion
service, 922.
Road Accidents-Transports involved, 790;
penalties for breaches of traffic code,
790.
Royal Commission on Communist partyTranscript of evidence, 794, 1172.
Royal Family-Congratulations on Royal
birth, 336.
Self Government in Victoria-Celebration
of centenary, 927; ceremony at Flagstaff
Gardens, 2232; Commonwealth grant,
2843; State expenditure, 2843.
Shrine of Remembrance Site Bill, 1334,
1490, 1491.
Soil Conservation-Budget statement, 930.
Soldier Settlement-Municipal rates, 206;
Budget statement, 929.
Speaker-Election, 16.
State Coal Mine-Deficit, 919.
State Electricity Commission-Budget
statement, 919.
State Lottery-Government policy, 965;
reduction of hospital overdrafts, 965.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission~Maintenance of channels, 175,206;
Budget statement, 929; country supplies,
929; salaries and allowances, 1255; reduction of charges, 2597; proposed Royal
Commission, 2597.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Appointment, 214.
Superannuation Bill, 210, 213, 214.
Surplus Revenue (Unexpended Balances)
Bill, 1939.
Treasury Bonds Bill, 2276, 2377.
Tuberculosis-Government grant, 922.
Uniform Tax:ation, 917, 931.
University of Melbourne-Government
grant, 921.
University (Veterinary Research) Bill, 237.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Increased
expenditure, 206, 275, 1225; Budget
statement, 930.
Victorian Association of Boys' ClubsBudget statement, 923.
Want of Confidence in Hollway Ministry,
24, 25, 30, 125.
Want of ConfiQence in McDonald Ministry
-Notice of Motion, 165.
.
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lVleDonald, Mr. J. G. B.-continued.
Waterside Workers-Unloading of colliers,
843; payment of dirt money, 843.
Western District Co-operative Cement Co.
Ltd.--Government financial assistance,
1251.
Wool Sales Deduction Legislation, 1344.
Workers' Compensation (Amendment)
Bill, 2654.
McDonald, Mr. W. J. F. (Dundas).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
329, 620.
Budget, 1343.
Building Directorate-Permit for Ansett's,
Hamilton, 711; permits for motor bus
terminals, 913.
Bush Nursing Hospitals-Closing of Natimuk and Heywood hospitals, 484.
Casterton Hospital, 711; building permit
for nurses' home, 913.
Cattle Compensation Bill, 1635.
Cattle Compensation Fund-Receipts from
sale of cattle, 1566.
Country Fire Authority-Proclamation of
fire danger, 2767.
Dairying Industry-Herd testing, 1566.
Education Department - Consolidated
school at Goroke, 711; Balmoral consolidated school, 2552; free milk scheme,
2906.
Estimates, 2906.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
804.
Grain Elevators Bill, 1582.
Hamilton Hospital-Financial position,
1841.
Housing Commission-Contract for prefabricated houses, 915.
L~gislative Council Reform Bill, 452.
Local Government-Municipal responsibilities, 844; proposed commission of inquiry, 844, 1343.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2467.
Rabbit Pest-Prosecution of land holders,
640, 844, 912; destruction, 912.
Railway Department-Pre-cut houses, 713,
791; comparative costs, 713.
Railway Strike-Transport of superphosphate, 1524.
Soldier Settlement-Negotiations for purchase of Mortat estate, 1424..
Uniform Taxation, 1344.
Victorian Inland Meat Authority (Advances) Bill, 1622.
Wool Tax, 1344.

.l\'lcPherson's Limited
Pension
Fund-Presentation of Minutes of Evidence,
and papers of Select Committee
apPOinted in 1949, 253.
McPherson's Limited Pension Fund BillIntroduction and first reading, 236;
treated as public Bill, 241; second reading, 243; considered in Committee, 246;
appointment of Select Committee, 253;
motion re expenses of members of
Select Committee, 1789; report presented, 2115; Bill further considered in
Committee, 2289; third reading, 2291;
Council's amendments, 2849, 2947.
L\ledical Bill-Introduction and first reading,
1196; second reading, 1494, 1810, 1980·
Committee, 1992; third reading and
amendments after third reading, 2026.
L\'Ielbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
-Pollution of Yarra river, 485, 590, 591.
-Extension of Frankston and Dandenong supplies, 1339.-Essendon supply
difficulties, 1358.-Use of mechanical
equipment, 135'8.--Sale of beef from
Metropolitan Farm, Werribee, 1420.Flooding of Elster creek, Elwood, 2192,
2196.-Drainage system at Fairfield,
2274.-Upper Yarra water storage and
Lysterfield reservoir area, (qn.) 2842.
(See also" Soldier Settlement-Stock.")
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Borrowing Powers)
Bill-Received
from Council, and first reading, 836;
second reading, 1198, 2250; remaining
stages, 2258.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Contracts) Bill-Received from Council
and first reading, 1158; second reading,
1207, 2248;. remaining stages, 2250.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
BoardBuses--Charges for prams and pushers,
885, (qn.) 2342.-Clifton Hill-Point
Ormond service, 1214.
(See' also
"Motor Omnibus Services.")
Fm'es-Increases, 885, 1763, 1765, 1841,
1845, 1996, 1997, 2880, 2921.-Noncollection, 1214.-Ministerial statement
on increases, 2880.
Finance-Statutory payments, 885, 1214,
1841, 1996, 1997.
Staff-Wages, 1213, 1216.
Melbourne (Bowen-street) Land Bill-In..
troduction and first reading, 262; second
reading, 268, 303; remaining stages, 313.
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Melbourne City Council-Municipal franchise, 33. (See also" Greater Melbourne
Council," .. Lands Department," "Municipalities,"
and
" Victorian ,Peace
Council.")
Melbourne Cricket Ground-Broadcasting of
sporting fixtures, 484, 485.
Melbourne Dental Hospital-Accommodation and services, 1377.
Melbourne Harbor Trust-Financial provision for port development, 927. (See
also .. Marine (Temporary Exemptions)
Bill.")
Melbourne
Harbor
Trust
(Housing
Advances) Bill-Received from Council
and first reading, 257; second reading,
285, 389; remaining stages, 392; correction of error, 589.
Members--Members returned at general
election, sworn, 14.--Service in defence
forces, (qn.) 676, 710, 711.-Ministerial
visits to electorates and· deputations;
notification of members, 757, 2193, 2195.
-Pairs in divisions-Personal explanations, 2849.-Cost of living allowance, 2851.-Facilities for interviewing
visitors at Parliament House, 2852.Postage and telephone allowances, 2854.
-Priority for telephone calls of country
members, 2854.-Air travel facilities,
2857, 2887.-Travelling allowance for
members using own cars, 2857, 2887.
(See also .. Ministers of the Crown and
Parliamentary Salaries Bill.")
Mental Hygiene-Administration and Finance - Expert
investigator's report, 104.-Director's
reports on proposed legislation, (qnJ
1787.
Children's

Cottages,

Kew-Removal

()f

occupants (qn.) 2597.
society
home, 923.-New institution, (qn.) 2597.
Patients-Maintenance
in
benevolent
homes, 207.-Payment of working
patients, 2298, 2301.
Staff-Dismissal of hospital attendant.,
Ararat, (qn.) 1333.-Case of Miss R.
Meaney, 1423, 1425.-Dismissal of W.
Stephens, 1524, 1529, Q767.

Janefield

Sanatorium-Auxiliary

Warrnambool Mental Hospital-Erection

of buildings, (qn.) 1787.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill-Introduction and first reading, 997; second reading, 1379, 1736, 1790; Committee, 1810,
2033, 2116; Newspaper report on proceedings, 2193; third reading, 2258;
amendments after third reading, 2262:
error corrected, 2882.

Merrifield, Mr. Samuel .. (Moonee Ponds).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill.
617.
Building Operations and Building Materials
Control (Amendment) Bill, 1948.
Cement-Production, 2114, 2593; importations from Tasmania, 2593; allocation,
2594.
Drainage Areas Bill, 1591.
Education Department-Rebuilding ~f
Aberfeldle State school, 2074.
Emergency Housing-Treatment of exserviceman, 644; tenants at Showgrounds, Ascot Vale, 968.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 873, 983.
1040, 1043, 1059, 1073, 1074.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2173,
2187, 2188.
Licensing Act-Issue of permits, 376.
Materials Procurement Directorate-Importations of light-gauge steel, 2114; importations of timber, 2231; materials
purchased, 2231.
Military Tattoo at Showgrounds-Cannon
firing, 1085.
Motor Car (Drivers' Licences) Bill, 2281.
Newspapers-Price increase, 1566; discount to newsagents' 1566.
Workers' Compensation (Amendment)
Bill, 2665, 2680, 2682.
Metropolitan Fartn, Werribee. (See ~" Me)bourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works.")
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board-Municipal contributions, (qn.) 994.-Industrial dispute, 1166. (See also II Fire
Brigades (Long-service Leave) Bill.")
Mibus, Mr. W. J. (Borung).
Fisheries (Inland Angling) Bill, 2759.
Inland Meat Authority-Reopening of
Donald works, 593.
Parliament of the United KingdomOpening of new House of Commons,
1174.
Railway Strike-Essential Services Act,
1866.
Wheat-Ext~nsion
of
bulk-handling
facilities, 593.
Military Tattoo-Cannon firing at MelbOUI:ne Showgrounds, 1085.
Miners' Phthisis-Allowances to sufferers,
275, 1255.
Mines Department-Plant for exploratory
drilling, 930.
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llinisterial Statements--Change of Government and constitution of McDonald
. Ministry, '135.-Government's legislative
programme, 226.-EstabIlshment of Gas
and Hard Fuels Corporation, 226;-Extension of electricity supplies in Murray.
Valley, 441.-Duplication of Morwell
Briquetting· Project, 1196. - Railway
strike: Compulsory conference of parties, 1252: Review of negotiations, 1460:
Report on conference, 1845.-Pu'blic
transport: Increased freights and fares,
2880.
.Ministers of the Crown amI Parliamentary
Salaries Bill-Appropriation resolution
and first reading, 2375; second reading,
2547, 2739; Committee, 2749; third reading, 2750·;. personal explanations by Mr.
Leckie, 2762, by Mr. Hollway, 2846; by
Mr. Cain, 2850.
Ministry-Notice of motion by Mr. J. G.
B. McDonald expressing want of confidence in Hollway Ministry, 24; motion
moved by Mr. J. G. B. McDonald, 25;
agreed to, 132.-Ministerial statement re
change of Government and constitution
of McDonald Ministry, 135.-Notice of
motion by Mr. Hollway expressing want
of confidence in McDonald Ministry, 136,
163, 165, 168, 170, 172.
(See also
.. Members" and .. Ministers of the
Crown and Parliamentary Salaries
Bill.")
Mitchell, Mr. T. W. (Benambra).
. Acts Interpretation (Amendment> Bill,
794.
Afforestation Companies-Report of activities, 712.
Building Operations and Building Materials
Control (Amendment> Bill, 1962.
Carnivals--Playing of·" housey-housey,"
956.
Companies (Special Investigations) ActInvestigation of companies, 1721.
Fair Rents Board-Cases investig.ated,
1115; prosecutions, 1115.
Group Constructions Pty. Ltd., 2553.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Letting of
rooms to New Australians, 593; protected persons, 915; eviction orders,
378, 2843;
evictions in Oakleigh. Caulfield district, 1460; transfer of businesses, 2275.
Landlord 'and Tenant (Servi'cemen)' ··Bill,
2233, 2276, 2396, 2399, 2947.

Mitchell, Mr. T. W.-continued. '
Law Department-:-Case of Mrs. W. T .
Walford, 1460; reduction of penalties
for street betting offences, 1938.
McPherson's Limited Pension 'FundPresentation of minutes of evidence
taken by Select Committee of 1949, 253;
appointment of second Select Committee, 253; expenses of its memberS,
1789; presentation of report, 2115.
McPherson's Limited Pension Fund Bill,
236, 241, 242, 243, 2289, 2947.
Public Solicitor-Departmental file, 674 .
Public Trustee Bill, 262, 267, 397, 688, 692,
695, 697, 2945, 2946. '
Public Trustee Office-Administration, 377.
Ski Club of Victoria--.-:.cancellation of
permit for war memorial, 757, 2845;
circulation of brochure, 2232.
Statute Law Revision Committee----lProp06ed visit to Adelaide, 915; presentation
of report on limitation of actions, 1566;
on Transfer of Land Bill, 2739.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 794, 942.
Moondah
Hotel,
Mornington.
(See
.. Building Directorate-Permits.")
Moral Rearmament-Payment of expenses
of delegation to Caux conference, 2883.
-Preparation of delegation's report,

2885.
Morton, Mr. Earnest (Ripon).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment> Bill,
324.

Budget, 1341.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Amendment) Bill,
1977.
Education Department-Rent charged for
house, 639; school bus services,. 1342.
Grain Elevators Bill, 1569.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionGrants to hospitals, 2595.
Mental Hygiene Branch-Dismissal of hospital attendant, 1333, 1524, 2767.
Motor
Transport-Dangerous
driving,
. 1996.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2472.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Mortat
estate, 1422.
Surplus Revenue (Unexpended Balances)
Bill, 2378.
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Morton, Mr. Earnest-continued.
Tourists Resorts, 1341.
Rulings and Statementt1 as Acting
Chairman of Committees-

Amendments Member
moving
amendment
inconsistent
with
principles of Bill, 582, 583.

Motor Car Insurance-Activities of State In-:surance Office, 1371. - Third-party
premium rates, 1371.-Penalty rates for
negligent drivers, 2899.
Motor Cars, Government-Servicing of
vehicles, 2883, 2887; employment of .. A"
grade engineer, 2883.

Motor Drivers' Licence Fees-Proposed inMoss, Mr. G. C. (Murray Valley).
Cattle Compensation Bill, 1115, 1262.
Cattle Compensation Fund - Receipts
from sale of cattle, 1566.
Coal Mines Regulation (Accidents Relief)
Bill, 997, 1265.
Coal Mine Workers' Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 2375, 2454, 2456.
Coal Mining
Industry
(Long-service
Leave) Bill, 415, 635.
Dairying Industry-Factory at Lockington, 965; herd testing, 1566.
Egg and Eg>g Pulp Marketing BoardAdministration, 792; cost of journal,
1788.
':;raln Elevators Bill, 1196, 1256, 1584.
Inland Meat Authority-Re-opening of
Donald works, 593.
Potatoes and Onions - Supplies and
prices, 1333.
Poultry Industry-Shortage of feed, 2844.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Dismissal of maintenance men,
2531; withdrawal of equipment, 2531.
Tobacco - Victorian
production
and
revenue to State, 338.
University (Veterinary Research) Bill,
284.
Victc1rian Inland Meat Authority (Advances) Bill, 969, 1260.
Wheat-Extension of bulk-handling facilities, 593.
Motions for the Adjournment of the House
to enable honorable members to discuss
public questions-Re Intervention of
State Government in industrial disputes,
1175; re Railway strike and proclamation of Essential Services Act, 1857;
J-e Railway strike: Declaration of state
of emergency, 2344; re State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission: Dismissal of
maintenance men and withdrawal of
equipment, 2518.
Motor Car (Drivers' Licences) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1567; second
I!"ea-ding, 1727, 2278; Committee, 2288,
2295; remaining stages, 2296.

crease,

924, 1271, 1276, 1290, 1376_
also
.. Motor
Car
(Drivers'
Licences) Bill.")
(~ee

Motor Omnibus Services-Fare increases,
884, 2960, 2961.-Uniformity of control, 136S-Installation of ticket-selling
machines, 1844, (qns.). 1938, 2596Application for services at Box Hill,
2693, 2931. (See also "Melbourne and
. Metropolitan
Tramways
BoardBuses.")

Municipalities(See" Local Government (Shire of Braybrook) Bill.")
Chandler
Highway-Responsibility
for
maintenance costs, 371, 756.
Commission of Inquiry-Increased activities and responsibilities, 70 (qn.) 844,
1343.
Commission of Public Health-Appointment of municipal representative, (qn.)
675, 709, 711.
Country
Municipalities - Payments
to
Country Fire Authority, 924, 1271,
1276, 1290, 1337.
Braybrook Shire.

ElectriciJty SuppTly

Undertakings-Effect

on finances, 1413.
Equipment - Road-making
machinery
pool, 1358.
Finance--Government contr.ibutions, 75,
1397, 1408.-Municipalities Assistance
Fund, 924.-Subsidies for approved
works, 924.-Statutory payments to
instrumentalities, 1290, 1337, 1414.-Review of municipal finance, 1291. (See
also .. Motor Car (Drivers' Licences)
Bill,"
.. Municipalities
and
other
Authorities
Finances
Bill,"
and
"Weights and Measures Bill.")
Fire Prevention-Grant for road clearing,
926.
Franchise, 33, 85.
Housing.
(See
"Local
Government
<Imported Houses) Bill.")
Municipalities Assistance Fund.
(See
Municipali ties-Finance.")
Nunawading,
City
of-Acquisition of
land, (qn.) 236.
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MunicipaUti.es--continued.
of rates on Soldier
Settlement properties, 206; on Government-owned properties, (qn.) 712.
Street Construction - Objections under
Local Government Act, 370.-Payment
of Government share of costs, (qn.) 712.
Sewerage-Financial position of undertaking at Kerang, 2937.
Transport--Subsidy on power fuel cartage, 2960, 2961.
Municipalities
and
Other
Authorities
Finances Bill-Appropriation resolution
and first reading, 1489; second-reading
motion, 1735; resolution authorizing
increase of motor drivers' licence fee
adopted in Committee, 2461; secondreaping debate resumed, 2461; Bill read
second time and passed through remaining stages, 2488.
Rating-Payment

Mutt.on. Mr. Charles (Coburg).
Adjournment Motion at Close of SittingScope of debate, 2299.
Aged People-Accommodation, 640.
Budget, 1291.
Building Directorate - Allocations of
cement, 842; Western District Cement
Company, 842; permit for Geelong
building, 842.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Amendment> Bill,
1966.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Dismissal
of Registrar, 261.
Co-operative Housing Societies Bill, 1633.
Education Department-Coburg technical
school, 2907.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardPremises and stores: tenure of office of
members: disposal of accumulated surplus, 792.
Estimates, 2856, 2907, 2934.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
812.
Fawknef Cemetery-Extension, 1764.
Horse Racing-Control authority, 838,
840, 914, 953, 956.
Housing Commission-Condition of building material, 275; selection of· tenants,
277; annual deficits, 1457; maintenance
of dwellings, 1458; arrears of rent, 1458;
evictions, 1458; voluntary· vacatiohs,
1458; building contractors, 2595, 2935;
acquisition of blocks, 2694; appoint~
ment of all-party committee, 2935;
South Australian Housing Trust, 2935,
2937.

Mutton, Mr. Charles--continued.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 1598.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 461, 539.
Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill, 2685.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 2257.
Melbourne (Bowen-street) Land Blll, 311.
Melbourne Harbor Trust (Housing Advances) Bill, 390.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 1808,
2049. 2260.
Motor Car (Drivers' Licences) Bill, 2285.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2469.
Olympic Games of 1956, 1295.
Parliament-Uniform sitting hotlrs, 2856.
Penal Department-Removal of Pentridge gaol, 1291; appointment of Royal
Commission,
1291,
1292;
women's
section of Pentridge gaol, 1292, 2297.
Points of Order-Members discussing
qUE-stion not before the Chair, 170;
Minister refusing to answer question,
26ft
. Polir.e Department-SHe for station at
North Coburg, 1214; visit of detectives
to home of author, 1567.
Potatoes and Onions--Shortage of sup~
pJies, 1333; prices to consumers, 1333.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 680.
Puhlic Service-Permanent and temporary officers, 2114.
Public Trustee Bill, 392, 690.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill,
1521.
Railway Department - Pre-cut houses,
377, 411; acquisition of Coburg land,
1788, 1938.
Railway Strike-Ministerial statement,
1474; Government intervention, 2273;
conference of unions, 2596.
State Lottery, 965.
Surplus Revenue (Unexpended Balances)
Bill, 2381.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1508.
Tobacco-Production and use in Victoria,
338; State revenue, 338.
Tuberculosis Patients - Allowances for
dependants, 291; institutional treatment, 291.
Victorian Peace Council-Use of Melbourne Town Hall, 1169.
Weigh ts and Measures Bill, 362, 404, 405,
409, 730.
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National Fitness Council-Assistance for
youth organizations, 923.
Newspapers-Sunday publications,
(qn.)
2595. (See also" Price Control-Newspapers" and" Printers and Newspapers
(Foreign Advertisements) Bill.")
Night Trotting, Flemington Showgrounds.
(See .. Jubilee and Centenary Sports
Bill," and" Trotting Control Board.")
N on-Contributory State Pensions BillAppropriation resolution and first reading, 237; second reading, 290, 399; commi ttee, 401; remaining stages, 401.
Noxious Weeds. (See" Vermin and Noxious
Weeds.")
Norman, Mr. L. G. (Glen Iris).
Agent-General-Appointment, 2896.
Budget, 1368; Advance publication ot
details in newspapers, 955.
Building
Directorate - Shortage
ot
materials, 108.
Building Operations and Building Materials
Control Act--Construction of garages,
2959.
Building Operations and Building Materials
Control (Amendment) Bill, 1956.
Cement-I:>istribution and purchases, 2594.
Children'S Playgrounds, 2903.
Coal-Quantity imported, 1459; landed
cost, 1459; ~istribution, 1459; prices
charged, 1459; Government subsidy on
imported coal, 1567.
Debate-Withdrawal of statements objected to, 2656, 2659.
Estimates, 2896, 2903, 291:2, 2917, 2928.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 975, 976,
979, 1046, 1054, 1069, 1080, 1129, 1139,
1140.
Group Constructions Proprietary Limited,
2074, 2551, 2912, 2917, 2928, 2929.
Housing-Hollway Government administration, 107, 109; emergencyaccommodation, 108, importation of prefabric~ted
houses, 2075.
Housing Commission-Number and value
of houses, 968; administration costs, 968;
essential services, 968; cost of country
dwellings, 993, 1458; purchase of homes
by tenants, 1720.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 1602.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2179,
2180, 2181.
Law Department---Reduction of penalties
for street betting offences, 1938.

Norman, Mr. L. G.-continued.
Local Government <Imported Houses) Bi11 r
2684.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways.
Board-Increased fares, 1763,2882.
Newspapers-Price increases. 995.
Parliament of the United KingdomOpening of new House of Commons,
1174.
Pay-roll Tax. 1370.
Personal Explanation-Group Constructions Proprietary Limited, 2917.
Point of Order--Statement in debate, 2656.
Public Accounts Committee, 1369.
Railway Department-" Operation Snail"
pre-cut houses, 1251, 2959; Tasmanian
Governmen t. inq Ulrles. 1251; yearly
tickets on Ashburton a.nd Darling lines,
2551; increased fares and freights, 2882.
Stamp Duty, 1372.
State ElectriCity Commission-Power restrictions, 2959.
State Electricty Commission Bill, 2648.
State Motor Car Insurance ·Office, 1371.
Sunday Newspaper, 2595.
Superannuation Bill, 213.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 106.
Western District Co-operative Cement
. Company Limited-Government financial assistance, 1251.
\Vorkers' Compensation
(Amendment>
Bill, 2659.
Nunawading,
City of.
(See .. Municipalities." )
Nurses and Midwives Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 262; second reading, 379,
636,697; Committee, 709, 717; third reading, 946.

O.
O'Carroll, Mr. J. P. (Clifton Hill).
Building Directorate-Permits for large
houses, 965; permits for Balwyn and
Mornington peninsula homes, 1114.
Building Operations and Building Materials
Control (Amendment) Bill, 1955.
'
Cement-Shortage, 590.
Education
Department - Maintenance
grant to school committees, 2844.
Estimates, 2901.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
815.
Fatalities - Government assistance to
widows, 1527.
Housing-Use of building materials, 710.
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O'Carroll,Mr. J. P.-continued. :
Housing Commission-Burial of cement at
Heidelberg, 2845; allocation of building
materials, 2845.
Licensing Act-Conditions in hotels, 1215,
2901; accommodation, 2902.
Melbourns and M~tropolitan Board of
Works-Pollution of Yarra river, 485.
Motor Car (Drivers' Licences) Bill, 2284.
Penal Department-Transfer of women
prisoners to Fairhaven," 1296.
Price Regulation-Proposed increased
charge for haircutting, 709; safeguarding
of manufacturers' production' . costs,
1905.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 682;
685.
Public Transport-Charges for prams, 885;
carriage of prams on tramway buses
and trains, 2342.
Railway Department-Re-opening of North
Carlton railway, 2342; Clifton Hill gates,
2692.
St. Augustine's Orphanage-Police raid,
1527.
Storm Damage at Fairfield, 2274.
Weights and Measures Bill, 738.
II

Old,

Hon. Francis Edward, Death ofResolu tion placing on record sorrow at
Mr. Old's death and appreCiation of his
services, 21; adjournment of House as
mark of respect, 23.

Oldham, Mr. T. D. (Malvern).

Administration and Probate Duties Bill,
2236.
Business of the House-Order of business,
1845, 2536.
Camberwell-Hawthorn Community Hospital, 592, 714.
Coal-Importations, 41.
Commonwealth Banking LegislationState intervention, 43.
Communism, 2938.
Companies (Special Investigations) ActInvestigation of companies, 1721.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected
to, 2939.
Education Department-Reference to employees in report of Royal Commission
on Communist party, 843; employment
of Communists, 914, 2910.
Essen tial Services Act, 41; proclamation,
1858.
Estimates,'2854, 2910, 2922,2938.

Oldham, Mr. T. D.-continued.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 844, 845,
1021.
Greater Melbourne Council, 48.
Indust'rial Disputes-Intervention by State
Government, 1183.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 1730,
2172.
Law Department-Hollway Government's
administration, 41.
Legislative
Council-Franchise,
48;
referendum before abolition of Council,
2536.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 471, 475,
480, 541, 553, 569.
Local Government (Shire of Braybrook)
Bill, 2949.
McPherson's Limited Pension Fund Bill,
241, 242, 245, 2289, 2291, 2947.
Medical Bill, 1500, 2029.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2141.
Ministers of the Crown and Parliamentary
Salaries Bill, 2739, 2749.
Penal Department-Women's section at
Pentridge, 714.
Penal Reform, 46.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks,
477; order of amendments, 1023; statement in debate, 1877.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 1726, 2407.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Amendment
Bill, 996.
"Power Without Glory"-References to
Field Marshal Sir Thomas Blarney, 1995.
Price Control, 45; orders for price increases, 592, 675.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 297.
Public Trustee Bill, 343, 694, 2945.
Railway Department-Train accommodation priorities, 2854.
Railway Strike-Ministerial statement,
1466; Essential Services Act, 1857, 1860;
offer of Opposition to confer with
Government, 2296; adjournment motion,
2355, 2357, 2363, 2364; secret ballot, 2938.
Redistribution of Assembly Electorates,
49.
Royal Commission on Communist Party-Transcript of evidence, 794, 1172.
State
Electricity
Commission-Power
blackouts, 2983.
Supply-Limitation of debate, 176.
Tallangatta Township (Removal) Bill,
1944.
Wages Boards for Rural Workers, 49.
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Oldham, Mr. T. D.-continued.
Want of Confidence in Hollway Ministry,
39, 47; notice of motion of want of confidence in McDonald Ministry, 165.
Workers' Compensation Act, 47.
Olympic Games of 1956-Site for contests,
1295.

P.
ParliamentOpening-By Commission, 13.-State open-

ing, 17.
Procedure-Suggested review, 2858.
Questions on Notice-Ministerial replies,

2550.
sitting, 2692.Late sittings, 2854, 2856, 2887.-Uniform
hours, 2856, 2857. (See also ,,' Session,
Close of.")

Sitting Hours-Two-day

Parliament House-Payment for overtime
to employees, (qn.) 1171, 2852, 2853.Furnishings in Queen's Hall, 2852.Facilities for members to interview constituents,. 2852.-Parliament Gardens,
2853.
(See also .. Library, Parliamentary.")
Parliament of the United Kingdom-Motion
conveying greetings on opening of new
House of Commons, 1172, 1719.
Penal DepartmentAdministration--Royal Commission, 1291,

1292.
Juvenile

Delinquency

examinations,

-

Psychiatric

1366.

Penal Reform-Preparation of legislation,

1405.
Pentridge-Women's section, 46,105, (qns.)

714, 1292.-Transfer of women prisoners
to "Fairhaven," 1296, 1298, 2297.Tenders for renovations, 2297, 2300.Conditions for staff and prisoners, 2905.
Persons acquitted of crimes on ground of
insanity-Number held in custody and

treatment, (qn.) 2342, 2859, 2912.
Pharmaceutical Chemists.
Bill.")

(See "Medical

Police Force-Purchase and maintenance
of cars, 205, 921, 1997.-Site of North
Coburg station, 1214, 1254.-Government
aid to widows of men killed while
assisting police, 1527, 1528.-Allowances
to dependants of members killed in
execution of duty, 2898.

ponce Oftences Act--Legality of .. houseyhousey" at ·carnivals, 954, 956.-Amendment of law relating to cruelty to
animals, 1405, (qnJ, 1567.-Gaming raid
on orphanage, 1527, 1528.-Reduction of
penaLties for street-betting offences,
(qnJ 1938.-RafHes and sweeps for
charity, 2073, 2077, 2916.
(See also
"'Law Department ")
Police Offences (Animals) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1567; second reading, 1722, 2407; Bill declared urgent,
2414; Committee, 2423; third reading,
2426; amendments after third reading,
2429.
Police Offences (Idle and Disorderly Persons) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1567; second reading, 1728, 2541 ;
remaining stages, 2542.
Police Offences (Race-meetings) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 262; second
reading, 269, 385; Committee, 388; remaining stages, 389.
Police Regulation Pensions (Amendment)
Bill-Introduction and first reading, 996;
second reading and remaining stages,
1084.
Police Regulation (Pensions) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 262; second
reading, 292, 339; remaining stages, 343.
Political Situation-Newspaper report, 132.
Potatoes-Shortage of supplies, (qn.) 1333.
Poultry Industry-Shortage of feed: Silos for
stock feed, (qn.) 2844.
"Power Without Glory"-Visit of detectives
to home of author, (qn.) 1567.References to Field-Marshal Sir Thomas
Blarney, 1995, 1997, 2072.-Institution by
Government of proceedings for criminal
libel, 1995, 1997, 2071, 2077.-Participation in pu'blication by The Argus, 2071,
2077.-Action under obscene publications legislation, 2074, 2077.
Price ControlAdministration-By State, 45, 203, 2076.Orders for price increases, (qnsJ 592,
675.-Retention of system, 1350.-Check
on decontrolled items, 1843.-Safeguarding of manufacturers' production
costs, 1905, 1906.
Cost of Commodities-1170, 1171, 1283,
1289, 1843, 2768, 2920.-Effect on health
of children, 2548, 2553.
Dried Fruits Industry-DecontrOl, 45.
Hairdressing-Increased charge,' 710, 711.
Land Prices-Factory site at Highett,

993.-Qeneral increases, 2920.
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Price Control-continued.
Newspapers-Price increases, (qns.) 995,

1566.--Disr.ount to newsagents, (qn.>
1566.
Plastics-Effect of release of controls,
1283.
Potatoes and Onions-Price of early crops,
(qn.) 1333.
Sawn Timber-Sawmillers charges, 2768,
2920.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 263; second
reading, 296, 676; remaining stages, 686.
Printers and Newspapers (Foreign Advertisements) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 237; second reading, 253; Committee, 256; remammg stages, 257;
Council's amendment, 952.
Printing Committee-Appointed, 334.
Private Detectives and Process Servers.
(See" Law Department.")
Probate. (See" Administration and Probate
Duties Bill.")
Public Accounts Committee-Reconstitution, 208, 1351, 1369, 1394, 1400, 2897.
Public Contracts (Amendment) Bill-Received from Council and first reading,
1841; second reading, 1939, 2292; remaining stages, 2293.
Public Officers Salaries Bill-Appropriation
resolution and first reading, 2276; second
reading, 2375, 2542; remaining stages,
2545.
Public Service-Increased superannuation to
retired public servants, 120.-Salary increases in Departments, 1255; heads of
Departments, 2890.-Permanent and
temporary officers, (qn'> 2114.
Public Service Board-Salaries of members,
2897.
Public Solicitor-File of Mr.
George
McKenna, (qnJ 674.
Public Trustee Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 262; second reading, 267, 343,
392; Committee, 399, 686; third reading,
697; Council's amendments, 2945.
Public Trustee Office-Administration costs,
fees . and commission, advertising 'expenses, (qn.) 376.
Public Works Committee-Appointment of
Assembly members, 210.
Public Worl{s Department-Engagement of
private architects, 2552.
Public Works Loan and Application BiIlAppropriation resolution and first reading, 794; second reading, 945, 1267, 1516;
remaining stages, 1523.

Public Works Loan and Application Bill
(No. 2)-Appropriation resolution and
first reading, 2545; second reading
motion, 2614. Remaining stages during
private portion of sitting.
(See page
2654.)
Pyalong Lands Exchange Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 137; second reading,
237; Committee, 240; remaining stages,
241.

R.
Kames. (See" Police Offences Act.")
Railway Department-Administration-Modernization of system,
1412. (See also "Railway Strike.")
Ashburton and Darling lines-Yearly
tickets, 2551.
Branch Lines-Closing, 1415.
Crossings-Congestion on Oakleigh line,
1367.-Removal of gates at Clifton Hill,
2692.
Dismantling of Lines.
(See" Railways
Dismantling Bill.")
Duplication and Electt'ification-Bendigo
line, 93; Traralgon line, 1366.
Fencing-Responsibility for costs, 1407.
Finance-Increased expenditure, 275, 1256.
-Reduction of interest on capital
liability, 918.-Effect of losses on State
finances, 1346, 1393.-Drift of railway
finances, 1410.
Fire Dangers-<Grass and weed growth on
. railway property, 1996.
Freights and Fares-Increases, 83, 1270,
1346, 1412, 2880, 2921.-Treasury recoup
for reductions, 206.-Ministerial statement on increases, 2880.
Housing of Employees-Importation of
pre-cut houses, (qn.) 377, 411, 413.Comparative costs, (qns). 713, 791."Operation Snail," Tasmanian Government inquiries, (qn.) 1251; picketing of
stores, 2959, 2961; disposal of houses to
Tasmanian Government, 1354.--Site for
prefabricated houses at Coburg, 1764,
(See also
1765, (qns.) 1788, 1938.
"Local Government <Imported Houses)
Bill.")
Koondrook Line-Acquisition, 1352.
North Carlton Line-Proposed re-opening,
(qn.) 2342.
Refreshment Rooms-Sale of intoxicating
liquors, (qn.) 914.-Bar at Korong Vale,
1168, 1171.
Rolling Stock-Financial provision for replacements, 927.
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Railway Department--continued.
Services-Transport of perambulators to
spastic centres, 992, 1637, 1639.-Free
conveyance of pushers and prams,
(qn.) 2342.
Sleeping Cars--Contracts for construction,
(qn.> 2452.
Staff-Concessions to guards, (qnJ 844.Employment of A. L. Ratcliffe, (qns.)
1252, 1459.-Resignation of tradesmen,
(qn.) 2592.
Stations, N ew-Broadmeadows line, 2296,
2302.
Strike. (See" RaHway Strike.")
Tenders-Methods of letting, 1398.
Train Accommodation-Priority for Commonwealth officers, 2854.
Trucks-Qrders for construction, (qns.)
261, 339, 1398.
Workshops-Ministerial visit to Bendigo,
93.
'
Railway Loan and Application Bill-Appropriation resolution and first reading.
2375; second reading, 2539, 2762; remaining stages, 2766.
Railways Dismantling Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 2453; second reading, 2456,
2545; remaining stages, 2546.
Railway Strike-Conferences of parties,
1252, 1269, 1845, (qn.) 2596.-Effect on
Budget, 1403.-Ministerial statementReview of negotiations, 1460.-Transport
of superphosphate, 1524, 1528; live
stock, 1763.-Effect on traders on
Flinders-street station concourse, 1639.
-Ban on road tral'!sport depot, 1639.Draft agreement-Newspaper report,
(qnJ 1722; judgment of Conciliation
Commissioners and file on draft agreement, (qn.) 1788.-Adjournment of
House: Motions 're proclamation of
Essential Services Act, 1857, 2344.Burning-off grass on railway property,
1996, 1998, (qn.) 2343.-Emergency
services-Damage to bus tires, 1904,
1905.-Request for Ministerial statement, 2233.-Government intervention
2273, 2274.--Opposition offer to confe;
with Government, 2275, 2296, 2299.Union meeting proceedings and incidents, 2300; action of union secretary,
2769.-Superannuation payment arrears,
2301,
2302. - Retention
of
leave
privileges, 2301, 2302.-Arbitration Act
amendments re ballots, 2301, 2302,
2938.-Suggested method of settlement,

Railway Strike--continued.
2302.--Off-Ioading of goods. (qn.) 2343,
. 2430, 2771, (qnJ 2846; picketing of
country stations. 2770; access to goods
in trucks, 2960, 2961.-Road freight
overcharges, 2453.-Activities of Communist elements, 2938.
Randles, Mr. P. J. (Brunswick).
Amusements Tax, 1844.
Bread Industry-Monopoly control. 117l.
Budget, 1375.
and
Building
Building
Operations
M~teri.als Control (Amendment) Bill,
1960.
Co-operative Housing Societies Bill, 1633.
Education
Department Teachers'
salaries, 1376; bursaries, 1376.
Eildon Reservoir-War-time vulnerability,
755.
Emergency Housing AccommodationMerlynston family, 1902.
Estimates, 2853, 2885, 2897, 2900, 2905.
Factories and Shops (Amendment> Bill,
823.
Fishing Industry-Melbourne fish market
supplies, 414.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 862, 115l.
Government Printing Office-Stafling and
overtime, 2853; case of Mr. W. Olson,
2853.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Repatriation Hospital. Caulfield, 966.
Housing-Architects' charges, 2272,· 2298,
. 2304.
Housing Commission-Sale of homes to
tenants, 1171; expenditure, 1376.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment> Bill, 1611.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 468.
Medical Bill, 1985.
Melbourne Dental Hospital, 1377.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 1805,
2268.
Motor Car, Act-Policing of regulations,
290l.
Motor Drivers' Licence Fees, 1376.
Moral Rearmament Conference, 2885.
Municipalities-Budget proposals, 1376.
Penal Department-Conditions at Pentridge gaol, 2905.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 684.
Process Servers and Private DetectivesRegistration, 336.
Public Accounts Committee, 2897.
Social Services-Budget proposals, 1376.
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Randles, Mr. P. J.-continued.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Eildon project, 1376.
Weights and Measures Bill, 734.
Red Cross Society. (SeE''' Australian Red
Cross Society.")
Redistribution of Assembly Electorates-49,
163, 169, 193.
Reid, Mr. G. O. (Box Hill).
Administration and Probate Duties Bill,
2244.
Armistice Day-Two minutes' silence,
2343; stoppage of traffic, 2343.
Budget, 1389.
Building Directorate-Permit for Nunawading building, 790.
Building Operations and Building Materials
Control (Amendment) Bill, 1953.
Business of the House-Order of business,
. 378, 2453.
Co-operative Housing SOCieties Bill, 1213,
1625, 1634, 2546, 2547.
Disseminated Sclerosis-Establishment of
clinic, 590.
Divorce Law-Increase of petitions, 1391;
welfare of children, 1391 ; report of
English committee on procedure, 1392.
Education Department-Land purchases,
2907; Ringwood multi-purpose school,
2956.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2868.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardCost of journal, 1788; engagement of
editor, 1788.
Estimates, 2858, 2860, 2907, 2915, 2931.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 857, 974,
999, 1007, 1020, 1140.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2390.
Health, Department of-X-ray machines
in shoe shops, 292.
Housing-Government loans, 995.
Housing Commission-Ballot system, 1902;
emergency accommodation, 2072.
Industrial Disputes-Intervention by State
Government, 1195.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Restrictions,
1390.
Landlord and Tenant (Servicemen) Bill,
2397.
Law Department-Crime and insanity;
case of Mrs. W. T. Walford, 1460, 2859;
number of persons held in custody and
treatment, 2342, 2859; law of intestacy,
2915; fraudulent companies, 2915.

Reid, Mr. G. O.-continued.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 542, 550,
554, 574, 575.
Local Government Act-Objections to
street construction schemes. 370.
Medical Bill, 1986.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2033, 2057.
Motor Car (Drivers' Licences) Bill, 2286.
Motor Omnibus Advisory Committee, 2931.
Motor
Omnibuses - Ticket
issuing
machines, 2596.
Nunawading, City of-Acquisition of land,
236.
Nurses and Midwives Bill, 636, 717, 719,
726.
Penal Department-Crime and insanity:
number of persons held in custody, 2342,
2858, 2860.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 1725, 2416,
2417, 2421, 2424, 2425, 2426, 2429.
Premier's
Department-Administration,
2858.
Printers and Newspapers (Foreign Advertisements) Bill, 257.
Public Trustee Bill, 393, 397, 398, 686, 691,
692, 695, 696, 697, 2945, 2946.
Public
Trustee
Office-Administration
costs, 376.
Railway Strike-Essential Services Act,
1876.
Speaker-Election, 15.
State Electricity Commission Bill, 2648.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1507.
Waterside Workers-Unloading of colliers,
842; payment of dirt money, 842.
Weights and Measures Bill, 410.
Workers' Compensation (Amendment)
Bill, 2625.
Revaluation of Australian Pound--Attitude
of Commonwealth Government, 1282.--Adjustment of exchange rates, 1375.
Reynolds, Mr. E. R. T. (Toorak).
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2877.
Essential Services Act, 123, 124.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1148.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 551, 555,
570, 585.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 21<14.
Point of Order-Statement in debate, 554.
Printers and Newspapers (Foreign Advertisements) Bill, 256.
Railway Strike, 1485, 2360.
Supreme Court Judges Bill, 1205.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 121.

1)1DEX.

Road Accidents--Transports involved: Penalties for breaches of traffic code, (qn.)
790.-Cyclists: Accidents and fatalities,
(qn.)
2843, 2901.-Stopping behind
stationary tramcars, 2901.-Speed of
loaded transpor\ts on country roads,
290l.-Maximum speed for motor cycles,
2959, 2961.
Royal Birth-Congratulatory message, 336.
Royal Commissions--Presentation of report
of Royal Commission on Communist
party
in
Victoria,
24.-Suggested
appointments re municipal government,
70, 1343; Penal ~stablishments, 1291,
1292; State Rivers and Water Supply
Commission re administration, (qn.>
2597.
Rural
Finance
Corporation-Loans
to
primary producers, 1356.
Rylah, Mr., A. G. (Kew).
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Amendment) Bill,
1978.
Chandler Highway-Responsibility for
maintenance, 371, 756.
Education Department-Land purchases,
2909.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2879.
Estimates, 2851, ~54, 2857, 2899, 2909.
Factories and Shops (Amendment> Bill,
829.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1145.
Housing Commission-Eviction of tenant,
2957.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment> Bill, 1596.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 459, 557.
Medical Bill, 1989, 1992, 2027.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Pollution of Yarra river, 590.
Melbourne (Bowen-street> Land Bill, 303.
Members of Parliament-Facilities for interviewing visitors, 2852; priority telephone calls, 2854.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 1753, 2036,
2041, 2043, 2052, 2053, 2056, 2058, 2064,
2065, 2070, 2123, 2125, 2129, 2138, 2157,
2163, 2260, 2264.
Mental
Hygiene Branch-Reports of
Director, 1787; children's cottages at
Kew Mental Hospital, 2597; Janefteld
institution, 2597.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2470.
Nurses and Midwives Bill, 708, 722, 725.

Rylah, Mr. A. G.-continued.
Parliament-Procedure, 2857.
Parliament House-Queen's Hall furnishings, 2852; interviewing rooms for members, 2852.
Point of Order-Statement in debate,
266l.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 2421.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 685.
PUiblic Trustee Bill, 349, 690.
Public Works Loan and Application Bill,
152l.
Railway Loan and Application Bill, 2765.
Richmond Furnishing Firm-Purchase
plan, 710.
St. George's Hospital-Building permit for
nurses' home, 592, 842.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 1206.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1509,
1510.
Third-Party Motor Car Insurance, 2899.
Weights and Measures Bill, 364, 402, -406,
409, 728, 732, 737, 738, 739, 741, 745.
Workers' Compensation
(Amendment>
Bill, 2624, 2669, 2678.

So
Scully, Mr. F. R. (Richmond).

Building Directorate-Issue of permit to
General Tyre and Rubber Company Proprietary Limited, 675; commercial and
industrial permits, 790, 1251, 1459, 1721;
erection of home at Camberwell, 966;
employment of inspectors, 1114; breaches
of regulations, 1114, 1721; abuse of permits, 1638; stee'l garages, 1638.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Amendment) Bill,
1967.
Centenary of Self Government in Victoria
-Purchase of St. Patrick's Hall,
Bourke-street, Melbourne, 1763.
Decentralization, 2889.
Estimates, 2889.
Fair Rents Board-Rent of rooms, 592;
general complaints, investigations, and
prosecutions, 1115.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 880, 1039,
1150.
Housing Commission-Industrial dispute
at Holmesglen factory, 258, 335; building operations at Springvale, 675; employment of L. Sibley, 2233.
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Shepherd, Mr. A. E.-continued.

Scully, Mr. F. R-continued.
Industries in Capital Cities-Concentration, 713; proposed prohibitive legislation, 713, 843.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Eviction
orders, 377, 482; letting of rooms to New
Australians, 592.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2270.
Metropolitan Gas Company-Cause of explosions, 953.
Moondah Hotel, Mornington-Building
permit, 236; change of name, 1251;
approval of alterations, 1251.
Power Without Glory-Action by Government, 2071; participation of the Argus,
2071.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 686.
Public Transport-Bus and tram fares,
884, 1841, 1996; installation of ticket
selling machines in buses, 1938.
Railway Strike-Ministerial statement,
1487; proceedings at union meeting,
2300; adjournment motion, 2363, 2364,
2367; action of union secretary, 2769.
Road Accidents-Transports involved, 790;
penalties for breaches of traffic code,
790; speed of motor cycles, 2959.
Royal Commission on Communist partyCase of A. L. Ratcliffe, 1252, 1459.
State Electricity Commission-Supply of
liquor to employees at Kiewa, 756, 843,
967.
Yarra Park-Control, 793.
Self

Government
in
Victoria.
"Centenary Celebrations.")

(See

Session, Close of-Valedictory speeches, 2951.
Sewerage Authorities, Country.-Government grants, 2937.
Shepherd, Mr. A. E. (Sunshine).
Agen t-General-Appoin tmen t, 2894.
Budget, 1393.
Building Operations and Building Materials
Control (Amendment) Bill, 1968.
Coal Mines Regulation (Accidents Relief)
Bill, 1993.
Co-operative Housing Societies Bill, 1628,
1634.
Education Department-School buildings,
1399; enrolments in primary and
secondary schools, 1399.
Estimates, 2894, 2904.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1056.
Gelliondale Land (Mineral Lease) Bill,
2391.
2248/51.-4

Housing Commission-Repair of con-.
demned properties, 642, 643; pre-cut
houses, 1395; land acquisition, 1396;
building standards, 1396; community
centre at Maidstone, 2904.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Evictions, 1397.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 549.
Local Government (Imported Houses) Bill,
2685.
Local Government (Shire of Braybrook)
Bill, 2950, 2951.
Marine (Temporary Exemptions) Bill,28U.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Increase of fares, 2960.
Municipalities-Financial assistance, 1397.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2465.
Point of Order-Member reflecting on
ruling of Acting Chairman, 588.
Public Accounts Committee, 1394.
Public Passenger Transport-Increased
fares, 2960.
Railway Department-Orders for trucks,
261, 339, 1398; finances, 1393; sleeping
cars, 2452; reSignation of tradesmen,
2592.
State ElectriCity Commission Bill, 2632.
State Electricity Commission (Contracts)
Bill, 1200.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1513.
Uniform Taxation, 1395.
Weights and Measures Bill, 355, 402, 405,
, 406, 407, 408, 410, 726, 728, 733, 735, 739,
740, 741, 742, 745.
Workers' Compensation (Amendment)
Bill, 2674, 2679.
Shrine of Remembrance-Grant towards
cost of 1939-45 War Memorial, 926.
Shrine of Remembrance Site Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1334; second
reading, 1490; remaining stages, 1491.
Ski

Club of Victoria-Circulation of
brochure,
(qn.)
2232,
2918.-War
Memorial Ski Centre, (qn.) 2845, 2917.

Smallpox-Vaccination of infants, 922.
Smith, Mr. J. H. (Goulburn).
Budget, 1405.
Country Roads Board-Mt. Buller-road,
1406.
Pyalong Lands Exchange Bill, 240.
State Electricity Commission-Extension
of supply to Kilmore, 967, 1406; Heathoote generating plant, 967.
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Smith, Mr. J. H.-continued.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Eildon weir project, 1405.
Soil

Conservation and Land UtilizationEstablishment of Authority, 100.·-Staff appointments and vacancies,
(qn.) 510.-Expansion of activities,
930, 2888.-Budgetary provision, 1272,
2887.-Ministerial control of Authority,
2888.
Soldier SettlementAdminist'ration-Public examination of
soldier settler debtors, 485; basis of
valuations, 929. - Care of properties
pending subdivision, 1288.
Commission-Resume of activities, 929,
1275.
Ettrick Estate-Possession of blocks, 838,
840.-Area, purchase price and stock,
(qn.) 913, 1287.
Farms-Single-unit, 94, 98.-Advances to
purchase, 930.
Finance--Liabilities of settlers, 98.Government provision, 930.
Housing-Contracts, 98.
Land--Values of areas purchased, 929,
1275, 1356.
Mate1'ials-Importations for housing and
fencing, 929.
Mortat Estate-Report of negotiations .for
sale, 1422, 1423, 1424.
Stock-Use of stud stock from Metropolitan Farm, Werribee, 1421.
S~uth Australian Housing Trust.
(See
Housing Commission-Rents.")
Speakership-Motion by Sir George Knox
that Mr. Archie Michaelis take the Chair
as Speaker, agreed to, 15.~Presentation
of Speaker to the Governor, 17.
Speaker, The (Hon. Archie Michaelis)Rulings and statements ofAdjournment Motions under Standing
Order 8B-Appropriate stage for moving
motions, 1853, 1854, 1856; scope of
motion, 1858, 1859.
Amendments - Submitting " reasoned"
amendment, 415, 418;. members discussing amendment to be regarded as speaking to main question, 419; member proposing new clause iN conflict with provisions of Bill, 589· notice to be given of
new clause to b~ moved after third
reading, 589; amendments after third
reading, 1116, 1121; order of amendmen ts, 1124.

Speaker, The (Hon. Archie Michaelis)-cont.
Auditor-General's Report, 2518.
Business of the House-Days of sitting,
2692.
Chairman of Committees-Election, 23.
Chairmen of Committees-Temporary, 162.
Close of the Session, 2955.
Closure Motion, 173, 2185, 2627, 2628.
Commission to Swear Members, 23.
Committee-Scope of motion for an instruction to the Committee, 2760, 2761.
Co-operative Housing Societies Bill-Correction of clerical error, 2599.
Deaths-Hon. W. H. Everard, M.L.A., 19;
Sir Albert Dunstan, M.L.A., 21; the Hon.
F. E. Old, 22.
Debate-Withdrawal of statements objected to, 34, 171, 1156, 2532, 2537, 2538,
2657, 2658; member making maiden
speech, 65, 315; addressing member by
other than his official title or electoral
district, 93, 168, 170; using the term
"liar," 109; member anticipating debate
on motion of which notice had been
given, 163, 164; referring to His
Excellency, the Governor, 170; relevancy
of remarks, 300, 304, 309, 311; refusing
member leave to move motion, 480;
members reading speeches, 598; the
Speaker's call, 640, 1875; objecting to
suspension of Standing Orders to enable
resolution of Committee to be taken into
conSideration, 836, 2691; limiting debate
on motion for adjournment at close (Jf
sitting, 839, 840, 954, 1169, 1214, 1638,
1639, 1640, 1843, 1844, 1903, 1904, 2298,
2303, 2304, 2553, 2771; presence of Minister at table, 1140; member speaking
twice on clause during third-reading
debate, 1152; using the expression" that
is untrue," 1611; discussing merits of
Bill on motion for adjournment of
debate, 1730; reflecting on Conciliation
Commissioners, 1850, 1874; motion that
member "be not further heard," 1857,
2658· speaking disrespectfully of Prime
Mini~ter, 1873; discussing Notices of
Motion, General Business, 2373; motion
"that the question be now put," 2374,
2626; member reflecting on vote of
House, 2454; Minister seeking leave to
give notice of introduction of Bill, 2599;
refusing member leave to ask question,
2629; disagreeing with ruling of Acting
Chairman, 2944.
Election as Speaker, 15, 16; presentation
to Governor, 17.
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Speaker, The (Hon. Archie Michaelis)-cont.

Rural
Supplies-Report of Board of
Inquiry, (qn,) 2844.
Governor's Speech, 137.
Supplies-Power blackouts in suburbs,
Legislative Council Reform Bill-Member
2938, 2959.
seeking leave to move motion of instruction to Committee, 479.
Yallou,rn-Plant extensions, 919.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of State Electricity Commission Bill-ApproWorks (Borrowing Powers) Billpriation resolution and first reading,
Power of Council to initiate Bill, 837,
254:5; second reading motion, 2608; de1198.
bated, 2629; remaining stages during
Ministerial Statements-Allowing party
private portion of sitting.
(See page
leaders to speak by leave, 233, 1846,
2654.)
1852; printing of statement, 444.
Parliament of the United Kingdom-Open- State Electricity Commission (Contracts)
Bill-Received from Council and first
ing of new House of Commons, 1174,
reading, 836; second reading, 934, 1199;
1175,1719.
Committee, 1203; remaining stages,
Personal Explanation-Scope, 2196; no
1205.
debate permitted, 2598, 2849.
Political Situation-Newspaper report, .State Film Centre-Cost of transfer of control to Premier's Department, 274. (See
1J~.
also "Documentary Film Council.")
Questions-Minister not compelled to
answer question asked in course of State Forests Loan and Application Billdebate, 268; answers by Ministers, 714.
Appropriation resolution and first readRoyal
Family-Congratulations
upon
ing, 794; second reading, 936, 2399; reRoyal birth, 329.
maining stages, 2407.
Supply-Suspension of Standing Order
State Rivers and Water Supply ComNo. 273A, 170.
missionAdministration

Stamps Act-Gift duty on transfer of shares,
1372.
Standing Ol'del's Committee-Appointed, 334.
State Coal Mine-Annual loss, 919.-Increased expenditure, 1256.-Salary increases, 1256. (See also /I Coal Mines
Regulation (Accidents Relief) Bill,"
/I Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill," and /I Coal MiniIlg Industry
(Long-service Leave) Bill.")
State Electricity CommissionCont-racts. (See" State Electricity Commission (Contracts) BilL")
Extensions-Services in country, 75, 1352,
1419, (qn.) 2844.-Connections at Kilmore, (qn.) 967, 1406; Stawell and
Ararat, 1342; Nagambie district, 1406.
Kiewa--Liquor canteen for workers, 756
(qns.) 843, 967.-Progress of work, 919.
Materials-Shortages, 75, 113.
MorweZZ-Briquetting project, 919.-Ministerial statement, 1196.
Murray Valley-Ministerial statement re
extension of area of supply, 441.
Power Stations-Additions at Newport
and Richmond, 919.-Regional stations
at Warrnambool and Shepparton, 919.Acquisition of Heathcote station, (qnJ
967, 1406.-Mildura fuel supplies, 2430.

and

Fhwnce-Expendi-

ture on capital works, 929, 1284.-Loan
programme, 1289.-Co-operation with
Forests Commission, 1354.-Dismissal of
maintenance men and withdrawal of
equipment (debate on motion for adjournment of House), 2518; personal
explanation by Lieut.-Colonel Hipworth,
2597.-Suggested Royal Commission on
administration, (qn.) 2597.
Channels-Reduction of water wastage,
1355.
Charge's-Increased water and drainage
charges, 83, 92, 99, 112, (qn.) 414, 929,
1277, 1284, 1340, 1355, 1405, 1412, (qn.)
2233, (qn.) 2597, 2692, 2937.
Coliban System-Irrigation permits, (qn,)
713.
Country Services-Condition of reticulation systems, 1354.
Eildon Reservoir-Tenders and preliminary work on extensions, 91, 96, 929,
1274, 1405, 1421.-War time vulnerability, 755, 757, 1376.
Goulburn River-Protection of banks,
1406.
Goulburn-Waranga

Inlet

Channe~New

Zealand firm's tender, 91 ..:.....Tender for
duplication, 929.
Hall's Gap-Services, 1342.
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State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-continued.

(See" Tallangatta Township (Removal) Bill.")
I rrigation- Extensions, 91.-Main tenance
of channels, 206.-Reduction of cost to
irrigators, 929.
Lauriston Reservoir-Erection of gates,
(qn.) 713.
Maintenance Works-Revenue in waterworks districts, (qn.) 2233.
Mornington Peninsular-Capacity of supply, 1339.-Dandenong and Frankston
services, 1339.
Burne Reservoir Extension.

N ambrok-Denison

Scheme-Commence-

ment of work, 91.
Nillahcootie

Project-Ministerial inspec-

tion, 96.
Otway

Scheme-Extension

of

services,

Supply-Motion for suspension of Standing
Orders to allow Committee of Supply
to be appointed, 162; Committee of Supply appointed, 174.-Votes on Account,
174, 273, 1254, 1422.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 794; second reading,
942, 1205; remaining stages, 1206.
Surplus Revenue (Unexpended Balances)
Bill-Appropriation resolution and first
reading, 1939; second reading, 2115,
2377; remaining stages, 2383.
Sutton, Mr. P. K. (Albert Park).
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2870.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 1757.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1504.

1365.

T.

Staff~Control,

97, 117.-Salaries and allowances, 206, 1255.
Torr'ltmbarry System-Need for overhaul,
1355, 2937.
Water
Conservation-Construction
of
weirs by contract, 97.
Wilrnmera-Mallee
System-Removal
of
sand from channels, 175.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Appointment, 214.-Visit to Adelaide, 915.Reports presented; Limitation of Actions
Bill, 1566; Transfer of Land Bill, 2739.
St. Augustine's Orphanage. (See" Police
Offences Act.")
Steel-Use in garages, 1638; importations
of light-gaug.e steel, (qn.) 2114.
Stock Sales-New market at Dandenong,
1340.
Stoneham, Mr. C. P. (Midlands).
Estimates, 2885.
Moral Rearmament Conference, 2885.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2478.
Road
Transport-Freight
overcharges
during railway strike, 2453.
Victorian Inland Meat Authority (Advances) Bill, 1620.
Strangers in the House-Motion for exclusion, 2654.-0rdered to withdraw,
2654.
Superannuation Bill-Resolution of appropriation and first reading, 210; second
reading, 210; Committee, 213; remaining
stages, 214.

Tallangatta Township (Removal) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 844; second
reading, 939, 1813; Committee, 1841,
1941; third reading and amendments
after third reading, 1992; Council'S
amendments, 2276, 2488.
TaxationAdministration and Probate Duties.

"Administration
Bill.")
Amusement

and

Tax-Case

Probate
of

(See
Duties

theatrette,

1844, 1845.
(See" Land Tax Bill.")
by litate, 1340,
1370.-Validity, 1370.
Stamps Act. (See" Stamps Act.")
Uniform Income Taxation-Budget statement, 917.-Retention of system, 1276,
1278, 1290, 1335, 1344, 1347, 1357, 1368,
1395, 1404.

Land Tax.

Pay-roll Tax-Payment

Teachh.g Service (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 339; second
reading, 593, 1501; appropriation resolution, 1514; Committee, 1514; remaining
stages, 1516.
Tobacco-Production and use in Victoria,
(qn,) 338.-State revenue from industry,
(qnJ 338.
Tourist Industry-Development of Grampians area, 1341.-Scenic road at Ararat,
1342.-Increased grant for .developmental works, 1342.-Mount Buller
snowfield, 1406. (See also" Ski Club of
Victoria.")

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Tovell, Brigadier R. W. (Brighton).
Agent-General-Salary and allowances,
2890.
Budget, 1400.
Education Department-School buildings,
1400; overcrowded classes, 1401; consolidated schools, 1401; aluminium classroom
units, 1402;
amenities and
equipment, 1402; Kinglake West school,
1402.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2861.
Estimates, 2853, 2883, 2890, 2897, 2929.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 1012, 1039,
1132, 1136, 115l.
Government Motor Cars-Purchase and
maintenance, 2883.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Repossession of
homes, 2549, 2771.
Landlord and Tenant (Servicemen) Bill,
2394.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 544.
Medical Bill, 1986.
Melbourne (Bowen-street) Land Bill, 305.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 2266, 2267.
Ministers of the Crown and P,arliamentary
Salaries Bill, 2746.
Parliament House-Gardeners, 2853.
Personal Explanation-Legislative Council
Reform Bill: Press statements, 484.
Points of Order-Statement in debate, 188;
member criticizing Conciliation Commissioner, 1874; entries in Pairs Book, 2142.
Public Accounts Committee-Reconstitution, 1400, 2897.
Public Contracts (Amendment) Bill, 2292.
Railway Strike-Emergency transport services, 1904.
Supply-Limitation of debate, 189.
Surplus Revenue (Unexpended Balances)
Bili, 2379.
TaUangatta Township (Removal) Bill,
1831.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 597,
1501.
Treasury Bonds Bill, 2460.
University (Veterinary Research) Bill,
332,334.
Water Supply Loan and Application Bill,
1893.
Towers, Mr. W. J. (Collingwood).
Carnivals-Playing of "housey-housey,"
954.
Goods (Textile Products) Bill, 950.

(69)

Towers, Mr. W. J.-continu,ed.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionAllocation to Caritas Christi Hospice,
1566, 1720.
Johnston-street Bridge - Reconstruction
work, 2232.
Landlord ,and Tenant Act-Eviction
orders, 2843.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Wages of employees, 1213;
Clifton Hill-Point Ormond bus service,
1214; collection of fares, 1214; statutory
payments, 1214.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 1790.
Municipalities and Other Authorities
Finances Bill, 2475.
Racecourse Betting-Recovery of debts at
law, 965.
Town and Country Planning-Establishment
of regional centres, 2889.
Traffic Regulations-Speed of motor vehicles,
2692. (See also "Road Accidents.")
Transport-Country road transport depot
ban, 1639.-0verloading by stock tr,ansporters, 1763.-Dangerous driving of
trucks, 199~, 1997.-Freight overcharges
during railway strike, (qn.) 2453. (See
also " Melbourne and Metropolitan
Tramways Board," " MunicipalitiesTransport," "Motor Omnibus Services,"
"Railway Strike," "Road Accidents,"
and" Traffic Regulations.")
Transport Regulation Board-Bus services
in country, 1418.-0peration of statutory
fund, (qnJ 1939.
Travellers Aid Society-Grant for additional
accommodation, 926.
Treasury Bonds Bill-Appropriation resolution and first reading, 2276; second read- .
ing, 2377, 2460; Committee, 2460;
remaining stages, 2461.
Trotting Control Board-Number of meetings and personnel, 2113.
(See also
" Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill.")
Tuberculosis-Sanatorium accommodation,
103, 922.-Increased cost of services,
275, 1256.-Allowances to dependants of
patients, (qn.) 291.-Public hospital
facilities for treatment, (qnJ 291.Home treatment, 922.
Turnbull, Mr. K. H. (Korong).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
621.

INDEX.

Turnbull, Mr. K. H.-continued.
Agriculture Department-Veterinary surgeons, 1409; immunization of dogs
against distemper, 1409.
Australian Wheat Board-Appointment of
chairman, 370.
Budget, 1407.
Bush
Nursing Hospitals-Government
grant, 1407.
Death-Sir Albert Dunstan, M.L.A., 2l.
Education
Department - Consolidated
schools, 1407; prefabricated school buildings, 1407; playgrounds, 2908; land
purchases, 2909.
Estimates, 2856, 2908.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
822.
Gas and Electricity Prices-Government
subsidy for country undertakings, 337.
Grain Elevators Bill, 1568, 1584.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 568.
Members of ParUament-Air travel, 2857;
motor car allowance, 2857.
Municipalities-Government grants for
amenities, 1408.
Nurses and Midwives Bill, 720, 721.
Parliament-Late sittings, 2856.
Railway Department-Refreshment room
bars, 914, 1168; Korong Vale refreshment room bar, 1168; fencing of country
lines, 1407; grass along country lines,
1996; deliveries of wool and farm
machinery, 2430.
Railway Strike-Picketing at country
stations, 2770; delivery of goods, 2770.
Spastic Paralysis-Assistance for sufferers,
1408.
Victorian
Inland
Meat
Authority
(Advances) Bill, 1624.
Wool Tax, 1409.

Tyack, Mr. Leslie (Hawthorn).
Budget, 1289.
Fire Brigades (Long-service Leave) Bill,
2751.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 973, 1064,
1143, 1151.
Greater Melbourne Council, 70.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 1594.
Legislative Council Reform Bill, 466, 542,
551, 556.
. Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 1793, 2170.
Motor Drivers' Licence Fee, 1290.
Municipalities-Commission of inquiry, 70;
Government assistance, 1290.

Tyack, Mr. Leslie-contin.u.ed.
Municipalities and Other
Finances Bill, 2461.

Authorities

Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 2426.
Price Control, 1289.
Railway Strike-Ministerial statement,
1475.
State Electricity Commission Bill, 2646.
Surplus Revenue (Unexpended Balances)
Bill, 2381.
Traffic Regulations-Speed of motor
vehicles, 2692.
Uniform Taxation, 1290.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 69.
Weights and Measures Bill, 733.

u.
Uniform Taxation.

(See" Taxation.")

University of MelbourneAdministration and Finance-Government

grant, 921.
Fees-Proposed increases, 2958, 2960.
Research-Grant for brown coal gasification research, 921.
studentships
for
Students-Secondary
tr,ainee teachers, 920.
Veterinary Science-Encouragement of
students, 1409.
University (Veterinary Research) BillAppropriation resolution and first reading, 237; second reading, 284, 330; remaining stages, 334.

v.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Financial provision, 175, 206, 275, 930, 1255, 1272.Prosecution of land holders, 640, 645,
(qns.)
844,
912. - Distribution
of
weedicides, fumigants, &c., 930.-Rabbit
pest: importation of wire netting, (qnJ
2845.
Veterinary Science.
Melbourne.")

(See" University of

Victorian Inland Meat Authority. (See" Inland Meat Authority.")
Victorian Inland Meat Authority (Advances)
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
969; second reading, 1260, 1612; remaining stages, 1625 .
Victorian Peace Council-Use of Melbourne
Town Hall, 1169.
Votes on Account.

(See" Supply.")
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w.
Wages Boards-Rural workers, 49, 52. (Sec
also "Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill.")
\Vant of Confidence in Ministers.
(See
" Ministry.")
Water Bill-Introduction and first reading,
1334; second reading, 1491, 1897; remlining stages, 1901.
Waterside Workers-Payment of dirt money
for unloading of colliers, (qn.) 842.
Water Supply Department.
(See" State
Rivers and Water Supply .Commission.")
Water Supply Loan and Application BillAppropriation resolution and first reading, 997; second reading, 1158, 1879;
Committee, 1896; remaining stages,
1897.
Ways and Means-Committee appointed, 174.
Weights and Measures Act-Amendment, 95;
supervision, 2898.
Weights and Measures Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 237; second reading,
246, 350; Committee, 369, 401, 726; remaining stages, 746.
Whately, Mr. R. K. (Camberwell).
Budget, 1409.
Building Directorate-Permits for industrial buildings, 1250.
Country Roads Board-Responsibility for
main roads, 1413.
Education Department-Rent of departmental homes, 1410.
Education (Religious Instruction) Bill,
2879, 2944.
Gas and Fuel Corporation Bill, 971, 998,
1005, 1036, 1042, 1055, 1059, 1130, 1152,
1157.
Government Departments - Administration, 1413.
HOUSing-Architects' charges, 2303, 2304.
Housing Commission-Purchase price of
land, 643.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2184.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Increase of
rents, 1414; pegging of rents, 2552.
Medical Bill, 1500, 1810, 2028, 203l.
Melbourne (Bowen-street) Land Bill, 307.
Mental Hygiene Authority Bill, 1759, 2047,
2059, 2062, 2126, 2146, 2261, 2262; newspaper report, 2193.
Migration-Expenditure, 1411.
Motor Omnibus Advisory CommitteeApplication for new services, 2693.
MuniCipalities - Government
assistance,
1413.

Whately, Mr. R. K.-continued.
Newspaper Report - Use of quotation
marks, 2193.
Nurses and Midwives Bill, 702, 722.
Personal Explanation-Ministers of the
Crown and Parliamentary Salaries Bill,
2847.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 2420.
Price Control, 141l.
Railway Department - Deficit, 1409;
freight concessions, 1412.
State ElectriCity Commission Bill, 2613,
2644.
State Forests Loan and Application Bill,
2405.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1511,
1515.
Trotting Control Board, 2113.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 6l.
Weights and Measures Bill, 407.
Workers' Compensation Act, 63.
Workers' Compensation
(Amendment)
Bill, 2657.

\Vheat- -Appointment of chairman of Australian Wheat Board, 370-Extension of
bulk-handling facilities, (qn.) 593. (See
also "Grain Elevators Bill.")

White, Mr. G. E. (Mentone).
Basic Wage Increase-Effect on cost of
living, 1215, 2919.
Country Roads Board-Purchase of land
at Mentone, 2231, 2956.
Estimlites, 2919.
Prices Regulation - Sale of land at
Highett, 993; cost of commodities, 1170,
1843,2076, 2920; Commonwealth control,
2076; sales of sawn timber, 2768; Prices
Branch staffing, 2769.
Prices Regulation (Extension) Bill, 677.

White, Mr. R. T. (Allendale).
Agricultural Colleges (Amendment) Bill,
633.
Factories and Shops (Amendment) Bill,
796, 803.
Grain Elevators Bill, 1583.
Jubilee and Centenary Sports Bill, 2184.
Personal ExplanatlOn-Pairs in divisions,
2849.
Point of Order-Member making secondreading speech in Committee, 826.

INDEX.

White, Mr. R. T.-contin1.f,ed.
Police Offences (Animals) Bill, 2421, 2422.
Tallangatta
1834.

Township

(Removal)

Wire Netting-Importation, (qn.)
supply to land owners, 2888.

Bill,
2845;

Wirth's Park-Fire risk, 837, 840.
Wool Sales Deduction Legislation-Commonwealth Government's proposal, 1282,
1344, 1355, 1356, 1409.
Workers' Compensation Act-Consolidation
and amendment, 37, 47, 52, 63, 73, 79, 95.
-Tabling of files, (qns.) 2596, 2846.

Workers' Compensation (Amendment) BiUIntroduction and first reading, 2536;
second-reading motion, 2617; adjournment of debate, 2622; Bill declared
u·rgent during private portion of sitting
(see page 2654); motion allotting time
for remaining stages, 2654; secondreading debate resumed, 2662; Bill read
second time, 2677; Committee, 2677;
third reading, 2683; Council's amendment, 2945.

Y.
Young Men's Christian Association-Government grant, 926.
Youth Travel Scheme-Government grant,
926.
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