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Mr. O'CARROLL (Clifton Hill).Many complaints are being made in most
suburbs at the way the public is being
manhandled by gentlemen's agreements
between milk vendors and bread vendors,
and housewives are given no option regardi,ng the tradesmen who call upon
them. Northern Bakeries Proprietary
Limited, I understand, is controlled by
overseas capital, and has acquired
bakeries in the northern suburbs. This
company determines which baker will
serve various zones in the area.
It matters not whether the bread is
satisfactory or otherwise, and storekeepers who depend upon quality to
assist their sales are forced to take
inferior bread or have none at all.
Similar comments apply to milk.
Legislation should be introduced to prohibit this high-handed action by firms
powerful enough to inflict their will upon
retailers and consumers.
Mr. OLDHAM (Malvern) .-1 ask the
Minister of Health if he will have
inquiries made into a matter which is
probably under Commonwealth jurisdicUon, but I feel certain that the honorable gentleman can assist to overcome a
difficulty to which my attention has been
directed by a number of chemists in my
electorate. Under the Commonwealth
Government free medicine scheme certain
medicines are described as being on the
" free list." They are supplied by wholesa1e vendors of proprietary lines at fixed
prices. Under amendments that Sir
Earle Page has recently introduced into
Commonwealth legislation the price the
chemist is reimbursed in respect of these
lines is less than the amount that he has
to pay.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-The chemist is
reimbursed a stated amount.
Mr. OLDHAM.-That is true. The
medicines are on the " free list" and so
the chemist has to bear the loss. It may
be contended that this subject has
nothing to do with this Parliament, but
I am seeking the most expeditious method
of directing the attention of the Commonwealth Government to the matter, and
I think the State Department of Health
could assist in solving the difficulty.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND (Minister
of Transport).-The matter mentioned
by the honorable member for Clifton
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Hill will be referred to the appropriate
Minister, who will reply to the honorable
member.
Mr. FULTON (Minister of Health).Concerning the represen ta tions of the
honorable member for Malvern, I will
obtain a report from the Department of
Health on the subject and forward a copy
to him.

The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 10.25 p.m.
until Tuesday, July 8.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, July 8, 1952.

The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis)
took the chair at 4.11 p.m., and read
the prayer.
DEATH OF THE HONORABLE SIR
HARRY LAWSON.
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
- I have received the following letter
from Mr. J. H. ! ....awson, son of the late
Sir Harry Lawson:The Speaker,
Legislative Assembly of Victoria,
Dear Sir Arohie,
May I express to you on behalf of the
members of the family of Sir Harry Lawson
our sincere appreciation of the telegram
of condolence and the wreath sent by you
on behalf of the Legislative Assembly of
Victoria.
I have read with pride the Hansard
report of the tributes that were paid to
my father and will circulate Hansard
among the family.
My father was one who took the greatest
pride in his association with the Victorian
Parliament and in the dignity of the House,
and I can say no more than that I am
sure he would have been much touched by
the tributes and would have felt that the
House had spoken with sincerity and
-dignity.
Would you please accept our most sincere
thanks for your personal part in the tribute
and convey our appreciation to the members.
Yours sincerely,
J. H. LAWSON.
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STATE INSTRUMENTALITIES.
DISMISSALS

AND

ENGAGEMENTS
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I n$trumentalities.

The following figures, showing the
number of men employed on various dates,
should give the information desired:-

EMPLOYEES.
Employment.

For Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH (Swan
Hill), Mr. Reid asked the PremierHow many dismissals and engagements,
respectively, took place \ during the" period
from the 1st of January to the 30th of Ju:ne,
1952, from each of the following instrumentalities-State Electricity Commission,
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission, and Country Roads Board, in connection with-(a) field works; and (b)
administrative staffs?

For Mr. McDONALD (Premier and
Treasurer), Sir Albert Lind ('Minister of
Lands).-The answer, on behalf of the
Premier, isIn order to enable the honorable member
to obtain a correct picture of the employment position, as far as these authorities
are concerned, I am supplying the information he desires in respect of the full
financial year 1951-52, instead of the second
half of the year.
STATE

ELECTRICITY

Employees
(Construction,

Operation~,

COMMISSION.

Staff.

Total.

and Maintenance).

Date.

Total.
Loan.

2.7.51..
20.8.51 ..
22.10.51. .
5.1.52 ..
5.4.52 ..
30.6.52 ..

--

Vote.

3,350
3,467
2,415
2,291
2,765
1,675

4,253
4,363
3,152
2,948
3,509
2,475

903
896
737
657
744
800

Information in regard to administrative I
staff over the full financial year in question
is as follows:168 officers and employees retired,
resigned, or died;
8 officers and employees were dismissed; and
247 officers and employees were
engaged.
The increase was 71, bringing the total
staff to 1,399 at the 30th of June, 1952.
This in"crease represents approximately 5
per cent. Some of the additional staff
were required to administer, operate, and
maintain expanding irrigation districts and
other new works, Rnd others to fill vacancies
existing before the 1st of July, 1952. There
are still many vacancies unfilled and much
work is seriously delayed, particularly in
connection with accounting operations.
COUNTRY ROADS BOARD.

Field Works. - With the frequent
changes in personnel, and with men being
continually engaged and re-engaged during
the year, it is impossible without exhaustive
inquiry and examination of records in
divisional offices throughout the State, to
furnish accurate information as to dismissals and engagements.
Information is accordingly supplied, as set
out hereunder, as to the number of men
employed by the Board at various stages
during the period 1st of July, 1951 to the
30th of June, 1952:(a)

Personnel as
the
1st
July, 1951
Retrenchments
Resignations
Engagements
Personnel as
the 30th
June, 1952

at
of
15,972
1,803
13,068
1l,617

6,205
151
803
933

22,177
1,954
13,871
12,550

12,718

6,184

18,902

at
of

STATE RIVERS AND WATER SUPPLY
COMMISSION.

To obtain information in regard to dismissals and engagements would involve
examination of the records of thousands
of individual employees in each of at least
30 separate country administrative centres.
Even under normal conditions in regard
to finance men are continually being put
on and off on the many large and small
construction works and on maintenance and
operation of works in accordance with the
requirements of the works as affected by
their progress and by weather conditions,
and men leave works of their own accord
at all times, especially around holiday
periods such as Christmas and New Year.
Some employees might be put off and reengaged several times in the period.

Date.

As at1. 7 .51
1. 8. 51
1. 9.51
1.10.51
1.11.51
1.12.51
1.1.52
1.2.52
1.3.52
1.4.52
1.5.52
1.6.52
30.6.52

C.R.B.
Worl,s.

Works on
Behalf of
Other Departments.

Works on
13ehalf of
Comnionwealth.

2,123
2,170
2,152
2,121
2,042
1,995
1,971
1,836
1,735
1,680
1,695
1,550
1,472

262
232
239
216
129
157
188
238
258
263
241
252
228

29
25
21
25
15
22
37'
40
141
, 214
242
284
242

Total.

2,414
2,427
2,412
2,362
2,186
2,174
2,196
2,1l4
2,134
2,157
2,178
2,086
1,942

Railway Department.
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It will be noted that there were 651
fewer men on the Board's own works at
the 30th of June, 1952, than on the 1st of
July, 1951, and 34 fewer on works being
carried out for other State Departments.
In effect, 213 of these have been transferred to works being carried out on behalf
of the Commonwealth Government.
(b) Administrative StaffNil
Dismissals
Resignations and deaths
55
-55
Engagements
95
There were fifteen new apPOintments
during the year, made necessary by the
Board's increaSing responsibilities and the
implementation of its decentralization
programme.
Many of the engagements
became possible in recent months for the
filling of vacancies which existed at the
1st of July, 1951. Some key positions are
still vacant.
The number of officers on the Board's
staff as at the 1st of July, 1951, and the
30th of June, 1952, were 423 and 463 respectively.

Education Department.
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travelling between Princes-bridge and
Eltham without taking them from other
services such as Frankston, Dandenong, and
Sandringham and replacing the sliding door
carriages from those lines with swing door
cars.
The use of a limited number of swing
door carriages on such trains would entail
operating difficulties and possible additional
risk at stations, and the Commissioners
cannot see their way to vary the existing
consist of trains on the Eltham line at the
present time.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.
TRAINING IN RURAL SCHOOL
MANAGEMENT.
Mr. O'CARROLL (Clifton Hill) asked
the ,Minister of State Development, for
the Minister of EducationIf he is aware that the rural class at the
Merri State School, No. 3110, has been
closed; if so, whether the discontinuance of
these classes generally is the pres911t policy
of the Government?

For Mr. R. T. WHITE (Minister of
BASIC WAGE AND WORKING WEEK.
State
Development), Sir Albert Lind
ACTION BY EMPLOYERS' ORGANIZATIONS.
• (Minister of Lands) .-The answer supMr. SCULLY (Richmond) asked thE' plied by the Minister of Education isPremierWhethe-r his attention has been drawn
to the applications by employers' organizations for a reduction of £2 6s. per week in
wages and an increase in working hours
from 40 to 44 per week; if so, whether, as
the employer of one of the largest numbers
of workers in the State, the Government
proposes being represented at the hearing,
to the application?

For Mr. McDONALD (Premier and
Treasurer) , Sir Albert Lind (Minister
of Lands).-It is not the practice to
make statements on Government policy
in reply to questions.
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
ELTHAM LINE TRAINS: ACCOMMODATION
FOR PRAMS.
Mr. O'CARROLL (Clifton Hill) asked
the Minister of TransportWhether, to facilitate the travel of
mothers with prams, he will confer with
the Victorian Railways Commissioners with
a view to including one first-class carriage
and one second-class carriage, with sliding
doors, on all trains travelling between
Princes-bridge and Eltham stations?

Sir HERBERT HYLAND (Minister
of Transport) .-The answer is-It would not be practicable to provide
one first-class carriage and one second-class
carriage with sliding doors on all trains

The Merri State School No. 3110 was one
of four schools in Melbourne at which a rural
training class was established some years
ago for the specific purpose of giving certain
student teachers a short course of training in
rural school management preliminary to
their taking up duty as temporary head
teachers in country schools.
The system of training in rural school
management, however, has since been
changed and it is now the policy of the
Education Department to give student
teachers a comprehensive ,course of training for at least one year at a teachers'
college before appointing them as head
teachers in country schools. As they no
longer served the purpose for which they
were established, these rural training
classes were disbanded and the pupils incorporated in normal grades at the schools
concerned.

HOUSING COMMlSSION.
PURCHASE OF LAND.
Mr. BLOCI\: (Ivanhoe) asked the
Minister of State Development, for the
Minister of Housing1. How many vacant blocks of land were
owned by the Housing Commission on the
30th of June, 1952-(a) for which compensation had been agreed upon, giving the areas
in which such blocks are situate, and the
amount of compensation in each case; and
{b) for which compensation is still subject
to negotiation, giving the areas in which
such blocks are situate?
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2. What amount was paid by the Commission for the purchase of land each year
from and inclusive of the year 1945-46?

For Mr. R. T. WHITE
State Development), ISir
(Minister of Lands) .-The
plies have been furnished
the Minister of Housing-

(Minister of
Albert Lind
following reon behalf of

1. As .negotiations are proceeding for purchase within many estates it is not desirable
that this information ·be made available at
the present time.
£288,835
2. 30th June, 1945
30th June, 1946
247,548
473,030
30th June, 1947
801,822
30th June, 1948
30th June, 1949
712,169
30th June, 1950
851,543
30th June, 1951
1,226,236
30th June, 1952
., Information not
yet available.
The aJbove allowances were expended in
each year sho~n on the purchase of land
and the provision of roads and other services. The cost of actual purchase of land is
not shown separately in the Commission's
accounts.

STATE LAND TAX.
ASSESSMENT OF PROPERTY AT CAULFIELD.

For Mr. DON (Elsternwick),
Reid asked the Treasurer-

Mr.

What State land tax was assessed for the
years 1951 and 1952, respectively, in respect
of the property situate at 490 Hawthornroad, Caulfield ~

For Mr. McDONALD (Premier and
Treasurer), Sir Albert Lind (Minister of
Lands).-The answer, on behalf of the
Treasurer, isIt is not in order to divulge publicly information regarding land tax assessments
but, following representations by the honorable member for Elsternwick on behalf of
the owner of the property concerned, he
has already been furnished with the relevant
information and I, therefore, cannot understand the reason for this question.
PE~SONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo).-By leave,
I wish to make a personal explanation.
According to page 773 of the Hansard
report of the debate on the Ministerial statement last week, it would
appear that I referred disparagingly
to the war record of the Leader
of the Opposition.
In the course
of his speech the honorable member
said~

We are, in fact, involved in war at this
moment on two fronts to the north of
Australia.

and Cheese) Bill.

I am reported
in terjection-

as having

said,

by

You have not received many battle scars.

What I did mean to say was that the
Liberal party had been engaged in a war
on the previous Saturday and its members had received many battle scars. I do
not wish it to be placed on record that I
in any way impugned the war record of
the Leader of the Opposition. His war
record was noble. He suffered at the
hands of the Japanese, and we are all
grateful for what he and others like
him did for us during the last world
war.
Mr. NORMAN (Leader of the Opposition) (By Zeave).-I did not seek from
the Deputy Leader of the Labour party
any form of apology for what he was
reported as having said, and he has
taken this actinn on his own initiative.
I am deeply grateful .to him f'Or his
remarks.
PR1CE'S REGULATION (BU'ITER
AND OHEESE) BILL.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND (Minister
in Charge of Prices).-I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

This is a short Bill to amend the Prices
Regulation Act 1948. Despite distorted
press statements, I have always been in
favour of a stabilization plan for the
dairying industry. Last year, as prices
Minister, I convened two conferences
of aU interested in the dairying industry
in order to devise some worth-while
stabilization plan for that industry.
At every conference of prices Ministers during the past nine months I have
endeavoured to obtain some finality on
this problem which is so vital to the
dairy farmer. This year, in view of the
fact that the five-year plan initiated by
the Chifley Government was due to
expire on the 30th of June, 1952, the
Minister of Agriculture and I convened
another -meeting of the industry. On the
3rd of August, 1951, at a conference
between Mr. McEwen, Commonwealth
Minister for Commerce and Agriculture,
and the State prices Ministers, I stated
definitely that the Victorian Government
would be only too pleased to pass to the
Commonwealth Government the control
of the ex-factory price of butter and
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cheese. On the 21st of August, 1951,
nearly eleven months ago, the Victorian
Premier advised the Prime Minister by
letter that the Victorian Government
would hand over to the Com·monwealth
the control of the ex-factory price of
butter and cheese.
Honorable members will remember
that the Prices Regulation Act 1948 is
the Act under which prices of goods and
rates for services are controlled. Under
section 8, the Governor in Council may
declare goods or services to be " declared
goods or services" and thereupon the
Prices Commissioner is empowered to
fix the maximum prices or rates that
may be charged for them. This power
is given to the Commissioner by section
9, and he is given absolute discretion as
to the prices which he fixes. Honorable
members will remember further that,
upon the outbreak of the second world
war, the Commonwealth Government as
part of its price control plan, subsidized
the cost of various essential commodities, including butter and cheese. A
subsidy on the cost of production of
butter and cheese consumed in Australia
has 'been paid ever since.
During the war years and for some
time afterwards, the overseas price for
Australian butter and cheese was satisfactory, but in recent years a loss has
been incurred on every pound of butter
and cheese sold overseas. To help offset
this loss, the Commonwealth Government
has agreed to pay a subsidy on the butter
and cheese sold overseas to any extent
equal to one-fifth of the quantity consumed in Australia in each year. It has
also agreed to continue to pay a 'subsidy
on all locally consumed butter and
cheese. It is estimated that the cost of
this subsidy for the financial year
1952-53 will be £16,800,000.
Mr. CAIN.-Is that the figure after the
amount of 3d. a pound has been deducted?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Yes. This
financial year the subsidy will remain at
£16,800,000, the amount paid last
year, but the Commonwealth Government will also pay a subsidy of 20 per
cent. on the basis I have indicated. As a
result, the subsidy on butter to the consumer has been reduced to about 10~d. a
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pound. In plain language, it will add 3d.
a pound to the price the consumer must
pay.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-Is the amount of the
su bsidy the same as last year?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Yes, but
it is spread in a different way.
The Commonwealth Government has
conducted a nation-wide survey of the
dairying industry and has calculated the
average cost of production per pound of
butter and cheese. This average cost of
production is not more than will ensure
a fair return to the producer. From that
cost of production and from the amount
of the subsidy to be paid, the price of
butter and cheese at the factory can be
fixed and, in view of the fact that the
Commonwealth Government has conducted the cost of production survey and
that it is providing the subsidy, it ihas
been agreed by the State that the Commonwealth shall determine that price.
The prices otherwise than at the factory
will continue, as hitherto, to be fixed by
the Commissioner.
The purpose of this Bill is to ensure
uniformity of prices throughout Australia. Whilst it is left to the absolute.
discretion of the Commissioner upon
What basis he fixes prices, there is no
guarantee that he will accept the production figures arrived at by the Commonwealth Government's policy. If, however, each State Commissioner is directed
to base his prices upon a factory price as
determined by the Commonwealth, uniformity of price will be 'secured. It will
be seen that the amendment made by
dause 2 provides that the Governor in
Council may at any time declare that the
added sub-section is to have no further
force or effect.
Mr. CAIN.-What is the meaning of
that statement?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-If price
control is abandoned in one State or if
some States declare that they will not
continue with the scheme, or trouble
arises in the industry, Victoria will not
be bound. By this measure power is not
being transferred to the Commonwealth
Government for ever.
Mr. CAIN.-Did you say that Victoria
would not be bound?
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Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-If this provision were not contained in the Bill and
the State transferred to the Common~ealth Government power to impose controls, those controls would remain in
force for all time. Under this Bill,
power can be restored to the State at any
time desired.
Mr. CAIN.-Why do you want to take
it back? I thought earlier you wanted
to get rid of it.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-We want
to get rid of all price control if it comes
to that, but at present we do not wish
to do anything detrimental to the dairying industry. This provision has been
agreed to by the Commonwealth Govern~
ment and by the other State Governments. This Bill is complementary to
legislation which wiH be enacted by the
Commonwealth and the six States.
Mr. CAIN.-Will all the six States
agree to it?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Yes. As
far as I know, the last State to agree
was Western Australia, the other five
having previously signified their intention of passing legislation to this effect.
Mr. MAcK.--Has no State Parliament
yet passed a Bill to give effect to this
agreement?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-No. Victoria is the first State in which a Bill has
been placed before Parliament.
Mr. CAIN.-The Government of Western Australia did not agree with the
principles embodied in the wheat scheme.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-That is so,
but I understand that the Government
of that State has agreed to this proposal.
I shall check that position and make
doubly sure, but I understand that the
Government of Western Australia has
agreed to it. Last year Western Australia
was the first State to come into the
picture on this subject.
The present agreement between the
States and the Commonwealth for the
stabilization of the dairying industry is
for five years from the present time.
If at the end of that period price control
is still in operation in Victoria and if it
~is considere<t no longer necessary or
desirable for the Commissioner to be
directed as to the basis upon wh.~ch he
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should fix butter and cheese prices, it
will be open to the Governor in Council
to make the declaration under the subsection and thereupon the Commissioner
will be free to adopt whatever basis he
considers proper in fixing butter and
chees~ prices.
Of course, the Governor in Council will
not be bound to wait for the expiration
of the agreement before making the
declaration. If, at any earlier time, it
is considered desirable to free the Commissioner from the effect of the subsection, the necessary direction may be
made. I commend the Bill to the House.
Mr. CAIN. - According to this Bill,
will the Prices Commissioner be in a
different position in respect of butter
than he will be regarding any other
commodity?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-The Prices
Commissioner will not be in the same
position regarding butter and cheese as
he is in respect of any other commodity.
At present he has absolute discretion
as to the price to be charged. The retail price and the wholesale price
will be definitely fixed by him.
Mr. CAIN.-I understand that the
ex-factory price will be fixed by the Commonwealth?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Yes.
Mr. CAIN.-It will be the duty of the
Prices Commissioner to fix the difference
between that price and the retail price?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Yes. It
will also be his duty to fix the commission to be payable on what one might
call the wholesale price for the wholesaler handling it.
A wholesaler in
Melbourne might receive 6s. 8d. or· 5s.
a cwt., whatever figure is agreed upon,
for handling butter. A wholesaler in
King-street, Melbourne might buy 50
tons of butter a week, and grocers might
purchase a couple of boxes of butter
from him; he must receive a commission.
Mr. CAIN.--That wholesaler might
have been one of those who had 50 tons
of butter on hand when the price was
increased and sold it at the new price.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Tbat may
be so. I do not know the quantity of
butter on hand when the price rose, but
there was a certain amount. Those
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who have on hand a quantity of eggs
in the next few days will not be able
to sell them at the old figure if the price
of eggs is reduced; they will lose money
there.
Mr. MACK.-Will the margin for the retailer be fixed?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Yes. The
Prices Commissioner will fix the retail
margin.
In Victoria, under existing
legislation, the prices Minister has no
power to fix prices; he can only control,
decontrol, or recontrol goods and services. The Prices Commissioner is empowered to fix prices. The need for increased food production is acute. The
Commonwealth Government, the State
Governments, and, I think, every political
party recognize that a special effort must
be made to increase food production.
Mr. CAIN.-Do you think that the fixing of a higher price for butter will resuI t in increased production?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-I do, unless the Commonwealth Government increases taxation to such an extent that
it will not pay the farmer to produce
more.
Mr. CAIN.-In future, the State
Government will probably be the subject
of blame, since it appears likely that the
States' taxing powers will be restored to
them.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Taxation
will still be levied by the Commonwealth
Governmen t as well as by the State
Government. Any effort that can be
made to increase food production, particularly in the dairying industry, is
worth while. The Federal Minister for
Commerce and Agriculture, Mr. McEwen,
has stated many times that if the population of Australia continues to increase
at the present rate, and the number of
cows being milked remains static, by
1960 Australia will not have a pound of
butter to export, and from then on, unless the dairying industry is expanded, it
will be necessary to import butter from
New Zealand and other countries.
Mr. CAIN.-That will depend upon
economic conditions in the next few
years.
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Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-It depends
on whether the dairy faI1mers increase
the number of cows to be milked, and
upon whether the public can afford to
pay the prices charged. If the Australian public cannot afford to buy dairy
products, overseas countries will do so.
A recent article published in the press
stated that ttle price of Australian butter in Japan varies between 8s. 6d. and
lOs. 6d. a pound.
Mr. CAIN.-Few people in Japan eat
Australian butter.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-That may
be ,so. In India, when I visited that
country last year, the price of butter was
6s. 6d. a pound.
Mr. CAIN.-Only from 5 to 10 per cent.
. of the population of India eat butter.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-The higher
class of persons do.
Mr. CAIN.-Better circumstanced persons, not higher class.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-If the
Leader of the Labour party wishes to put
it in that way, he may do so. In
different parts of the world there is a demand for butter, and the contract entered into in 11948 by the Commonwealth
Government will not expire until 1953.
The contract price cannot be increased
or decreased by more than 7~ per cent.
in any year, which, at the present price
of butter, is equivalent to 4d. a pound.
It is anticipated that an increase of 4d.
a pound will be granted this year, and
there is not the slightest doubt that
dairy farmers will be able to sell their
butter profitably at the price fixed by
the Commonwealth Government.
Mr. CAIN.-After the 30th of June,
1953, a new agreement will be entered
into with Great Britain.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-That is so.
Dairy farmers in Gippsland are aware
that when the price of butter is high
addi tional land is cleared of bracken
and other noxious weeds to enable the
producer to carry a few extra cows.
The Commonwealth subsidy on butter
is a matter of vital interest to consumers. From the 1st of July, 1948, to
the 30th of June, 1949, the Commonwealth subsidy was 6d. a pound; for the
next financial year it was 9d. a pound;
and from the 1st of July, 1950, to the
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30th of Novem·ber, 1950, it was 10~d. a
pound. It was during that period that
the increase of £1 a week in the basic
wage occurred. From the 1st of December, 1950, to the 30th of June, 1952,
the subsidy on butter was 1s. l~d. a
pound, and it is at present approximately 10~d. a pound. If the overseas
price of butter is increased by 7~ per
cent., the subsidy may be reduced to
10d. a pound.
The five-year plan that will be implemented as a result of the passage of this
Bill has been approved by the Victorian
Dairy Farmers' Association, the Australian Dairy Products Board, the
Commonwealth Dairy Produce Equalization Committee Limited, and the industry. A leading officer of one of the
organizations named told me that, while
producers had not received all that they
had sought, they were prepared to accept
the plan as outlined. I commend the
Bill to the House.
Mr. MACK
(Warrnambool). - I
move-That the debate be now adjourned.

This Bill has been referred to certain
parties for their comments, but it has
not been considered by manufacturing
interests and others. As the proposed
plan cannot become effective until
similar legislation has been passed in
all the States, I ask that an adjournment of the debate until Tuesday, the
22nd of July, be granted.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND (Minister
in Charge of Prices).-I should like the
second-reading debate to proceed next
week, if possible. The plan has been
operating under a gentlemen's agreement
for nearly five years. It is desired to
have the plan incorporated in legislation, so that should there be changes
of Government within the next five
years producers jn the dairying industry
will be assured of a continuity of the
plan. As the Commonwealth Parliament will not reassemble for some time,
and similar legislation must be passed
in that Parliament, I have no objection
to the debate being adjourned for a
fortnight.
The motion for the adjournment of
the debate was agreed to, and the debate
was adjourned until Tuesday, July 22.

Amendment Bill.

LAND (DEVELOPMENT LEASES)
AMENDMENT HilL.

Sir ALBERT LIND
Lands).-I move--

(Minister

of

That this Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this amending Bill is to
overcome a doubt that has arisen regarding the powers of the Australian Mutual
Provident Society to recoup itself for
the improvements which will be constructed on lands comprised in a development lease, pursuant to the Land
(Development Leases) Act 1951.
I
regret that the honorable member for
Dundas, who had taken considerable
interest in this developmental scheme, is
temporarily absent from the House, but
I shall e~plain the purpose of the Bill
and then agree to an adjournment of
the debate to enable the honorable member to be present.
It will be remembered that the legislation which was passed last year provides for the issue to the Society of a
development lease over a large area
of Crown land near Kaniva.
The
Society is to clear and improve
the land in question, and in due
course to subdivide it into a number of self-contained farms, which
in turn are to be allocated to persons
chosen by the Society and approved by
the Minister of Lands to be settlers on
those farms.

The earlier Act provides also that
upon such allocation each chosen settler
will receive a Crown grant in fee-simple
upon payment by the Society or the
settler of the unimproved value of the
land, as at the date of· the commencement of the development lease, less an
appropriate part of the money.s paid as
rent in respect ·of ·such lease. Simultaneously with the issue of the Crown
grant it was intended that the Society
would obtain from the settler a mortgage to secure the valuation of the improvements which it will have previously
effected on the respective farms. However, representations by and on behalf of
the Society have suggested that there is
some doubt as to whether the Society has
the necessary rights to compensate itself for its capital ouNay.
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Although there may be an implied
right in the Society to recoup itself for
such outlay, the original Act does not
make any specific mention of such right,
and the Society feels that in order to
safeguard its interests some amendment
should be made to the legislation in question. The matter has been referred to
the Crown Solicitor, who is not prepared
to advise that the contention on behalf
of the Society is without foundation. He
also considers that as the scheme is a
mutual one in which the Society must be
a satisfied partner, it would b~ most unfair to leave the organization in a state
of doubt, and to remove such doubt
the right of the Society should be expressly provided by legislation.
The effect of this amendment will be
neither more nor less than what was
originally proposed when the Land
. (Development Leases) Act 1951 was
passed, as it was always intended that
the Society should be adequately compensated for its outlay in the development project. Honorable members will
recall that this was made abundantly
clear when the measure of last year was
dealt with. The added provision will be
eMbodied in the development lease, thus
allowing the Society to impose a charge
for its improvements in consideration of
the allocation of a farm to the person
chosen by it and approved by the Minister. Since the passing of the original
Act in connection with this development
scheme, the Society has co-operated in
every way possible. It has, in fact, already laid down some test plots within
the area which is to become the headquarters of the Victorian project.
Mr. MAcK.-Whereabouts?
Sir ALBERT LIND.-Some 26 miles
north of Kaniva, but that distance is not
as the crow flies. Owing to the nature
of the country, it is necessary to take
devious routes to the site. What has to
be considered is the kind of country over
which the heavy-type machinery and
equipment must be carried. I should like
honorable members generally to know
that already the survey has been made,
not only for the road but also for the
headquarters. As I have already indicated, experimental plots are· already
established. I have visited the district
and have conferred with those who are

1952.]

A mendment Bill.

833

at work there, with the result that I am
particularly happy about the progress
now being made. As soon as the road
has been constructed the big machinery
will go on to the site and I think that,
preparatory to that, housing will be provided for employees and others, and
sheds for the machinery. I am satisfied
with the development that has taken
place. With the exception of the one
point raised in this Bill, everything has
been finalized with regard to the wording
of the lease document itself, but until all
doubt on this question is removed the
Society js naturally reluctant to enter
formaHy into a development lease pursuant to the provisions of the previous
Act.
Clause 1 recites the title, namely, the
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Act 1952, which is to be read and construed as one" with the Land Act 1928
and the Acts and the enactment amending the same." Clause 2 provides that in
paragraph (b) of sub-section (3) of
section 3 of the Land (Development
Leases) Act 1951 after the words
"allocation by the Society" there shall
be inserted the words "for such considera tion in each case as the Society thinks
fi t." Honorable members will no doubt
see at a glance that it is only fair to the
Society that the requisite assurance
should be given that everything is right,
more particularly when the Crown
Solicitor himself has expressed a doubt.
I submit the Bill to the House with full
confidence that it will be passed with as
little delay as possible in order that the
final steps may be taken to complete the
lease, which will then be duly executed
by the respective parties. However, I
wish to avoid injustice being done to
any interested member who may be
absent at the moment.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-Could we
have a copy of the proposed. draft
lease?
Sir ALBERT LIND.-I shall be happy
to provide it.
Mr.
MACK
(Warrnambool). - I
moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

I ask the Minister to agree to an
adjournment of the debate for a week.
In the event of the honorable member for Dundas not being present on
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Tuesday next, probably the Minister
will agree to a further adjournment of
the debate.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-I will.
The motion for the adjournment of
the debate was agreed to, and the debate
was adjourned until Tuesday, July 15.
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES
FOR 1951-52.
The House went into Committee of
Supply for the further consideration of
the Supplementary Estimates for the
year 1951-52.
Mr. NORMAN (Leader of the Opposition).-These Supplementary Estimates
have shown to honorable members, for
the first time, the general estimated
result of the finances of the State of
Victoria for last financial year. We find
that in the figures presented to us the
subject is divided in a fairly clear manner between the finances of the Victorian
Railways and what is known as the
general account which involves all the
other Government Departments in the
State. We learn that the surplus on the
general account is now £3,332,000 while
there is a deficit on the railways account
of £5,685,000. Allowing for the deficit of
£147,000 incurred by the State Coal
Mine, the net result of the financial
operations of the State of Victoria for
the year 1951-52 is an estimated deficit
of £2,500,000. I emphasize that the
amoun t of the deficit is not of great
importance in comparison with the total
State expenditure during last financial
year, which amounted to £82,000,000.
The total of the Supplementary Estimates, for which approv,al is now
being sought, is £4,130,962. That is the
important figure. Therefore, the sum
which members are now being asked to
approve represents about 5 per cent. of
the total money voted by Parliament
for expenditure last year.
In the presentation of details of State
expenditure last year, two important
factors emerge very clearly, the first of
which relates to finance associated with
the running of the Victorian railways.
Railway finance plays a part which is
far too important in relation to the
finances of the State of Victoria as a
whole. The second important factor to
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which consideration must be given by
Parliament is the question of interGovernmel).tal financial relationships. It
is with those two factors that I now
wish to deal.
The railways budgetary figures, which
are included in the 1951-52 Budget for
Victoria, embrace expenditure amounting to approximately £26,000,000 out
of the total State expenditure of approximately £86,000,000. Therefore, railway
expenditure represents more than 30 per
cen t. of the total expenditure by the
State. The important point is that if
it were not for the deficit of nearly
£6,000,000 incurred by the Railway Department last financial year, Victoria
could have ended the year with a surplus
I shall now discuss
of £3,330,000.
briefly one or two factors in relation to
railway accounts which, I think, should
receive the earliest attention of the
Governmen t.
It must be remembered that, first, the
accounting system of the Victorian Railways is not such as to enable that Department to inform Parliament just
where its losses are occurring. The loss
on railway operations represents 4s. 6d.
in respect of every £1 of revenue. There
is no other business of any consequence
in any part of the Commonwealth which
could not determine the departments or
sections of that business in which mOoney
had been lost. It would be quite useless
for the managing director of a big industry to say what the chairman of the
Victorian Railways Commissioners said
in this afternoon's press-that it is impossible to allocate the expenses of his
organization to certain functions of the
railways. An ·answer of that kind would
not be accepted by the shareholders of
any other business in the country.
Speaking as Leader of the Opposition, I
am not prepared to accept that statement by the chairman of the Victorian
Railways Commissioners.
I emphasize that members are to-day
being asked to approve of the expenditure of a sum of £5,685,000 to offset the
railways deficit for last financial year,
yet the chairman of the Commissioners
is unable to tell Parliament how the
money ·was lost. All he can say is that
the sum of £5,685,000 is the surplus of
expenditure over the revenue earned by
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the Railway Department. In the matter incurred, to ascertain from the Railways
of finance, that is kindergarten stuff; we Cemmissioners a clear statement of the
all knew that a deficit is the sum equal estimated losses or profits on the various
to' the difference between the revenue ef branches ef the Department for preany business and the extra sum required sentatien to Parliament. In my view,
to' pay wages and ether expenses. I the members ef this Parliament are the
now ask the Gnvernment to' ascertain, trustees fer the sharehelders in the railif it can, what are the branches of the ways ·undertaking.
Railway Department in which meney is
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-No raIlway
being lost. I remember abeut four years
management
in any part ef the world
ago making a careful inquiry into the
is
able
to
analyse
its accounts in the way
finances of the railways. At that time
the Commissioners said .very clearly yeu suggest.
tha t losses were being made in the
Mr. NORMAN.-That is not correct.
ceuntry. In ether words, they stated I suggest that members of the Victorian
tha t the losses were incurred in legi·slature have a responsibility to
freights and fares for country traffic. I ascertain the posi tien in more detailrefer to the time when the Hollway irrespective of what the Minister has
Government was in office. Fer most ef said in respect of other railways. I centhese lesses the Commissioners blamed tend that these sections or operations ef
political decisions, and to' that extent the railways in which losses are being
they were correct.
made are ascertainable. The infermaAfter an examination had been made tion ,is essential for the Government,
,of the railway acceunts, following a which is faced with the responsibility ef
great deal ef questiening and the sub- making decisiens in dealing with the
mission to the Cemmissioners ef my deficit ef the railways for the last finansuggested .figures as to the losses in the cial year and in consider·ing finance for
:suburban area, I received from the De- the current year. Befere freights and
partmen t a sta temen t that at that par- fares are increased, we should be in a
ticular time it was estimated the position to know whether such actien
suburban traffic acceunted fer the less would mean an over-aU increase in these
·of £600,000 a year. Any estimate ef charges er whether the imposition ef
losses or profits in any section ef a higher freights and fares would enable
business is subject to' certain factors en these sectiens which .are new losing
which arbitrary decisions have to' be money to show a profit. Unless the
made. At the time I investigated the Governmen t is in possession ef that inaccounts and submitted to the Commis- formation, it cannot formulate a sound
;sioners the figures ef the loss which I policy in relation to the general trans:believed was incurred en the suburban port needs of Victoria. I stress the
section of the railways.
I pointed eut im.portance ef tha t aspect .of the
that there were several ways of allocat- question.
ing expenses-they are well known to
The next mat'ter with which I desire
any cost accountant-and that the
to deal is that of hidden subsidies in
margin between all these methods was
:a maximum of 10 per cent. Therefore, the railways. From time to time it has
been agreed by members of all po1itical
·it should be possible to arrive at a
parties that certain commodities are
reasonable estimate of the losses er
profi ts en ei ther the coun try or the carried on the Victorian railways belew
:suburban sectien ·ef the railways and to cost. I am not contesting the wisdom
ascertain whether that loss ·is being in- of that policy, which under certain con.curred as a result of the freigh ts and ditions has been amply justified. Hewever, it is a moot point at present
fares that are charged.
whether those conditions have changed
I consider tha t the Governmen t has a sufficiently to warrant a modification of
responsibility in this matter, and I am the policy. The point I submit to the
sure that the Minister ef Transport is Minister and the Government is that if
wen aware ef the need, at this stage from time to time the Government agrees
'when 'such enormous deficits are being to subsidize the transport ef certain
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commodities, it should take the responsibility of providing the finance necessary
to meet those subsidies. I have a rooted
objection to the railways being blamed
for losses of this type when, in fact, the
Department is only carrying out the
policy laid down by Parliament which
consists of various political parties.
If, for example, the railways are to lose
approximately £2,000,000 annually as a
result of carrying goods at less than
cost, the Treasurer should reimburse the
Railway Department by granting a subsidy so as to enable the Department to
meet its costs. It is unfair to all who are
associated with the railways, whether
from the point of view of employee
relationships, the provision of proper
service to railway users, or the necessity
of running the railways efficiently, that
the Department should have to carry
goods at less than cost without reimbursement from the Treasury. I hope
that the responsible Minister will consider that aspect in relation to railway
finances for the current financial year.
At the same time, I think the Minister
should make a thorough inquiry to ascertain the real deficit of the Railway
Department for last financial year. The
figure of £5,685,000 is a book one. We
are not reminded, at this stage, of the
fact that the Railway Department is receiving the benefit of an interest rate of
1 per cent., which this Parliament
accorded it three or four years ago. At
least members should know what that
involves, so that the real deficit may be
ascertained. Members should be acquainted also with the real figure required to provide properly for deprecia- .
tion of the assets of the railways for last
financia'l year-not a sum put to the
statutory reserve fund, which is far below that actually required. I repeat that
members should be told the real deficit
of the railways, which, having regard to
the interest factor, the question of depreciation, and the reimbursement of
subsidies from the Treasury would probably be closer to £9,000,000 or £10,000,000
than the figure that has been presented
to the Committee. I do not suggest
there is anything wrong with the figures
that have been made available to members, but Parliament should be made
aware of the effect of its decisions on
the finances of the railways.
Mr. Norman.

for 1951-1952.

Another factor which emerges from
the consideration of the finances of the
State for the last twelve months is that
of relationships with other governmental
authorities. This involves consideration
both in the sphere of local government
and that of the Commonwealth Government. The first fact that is realized, of
course, in an examination of the Supplementary Estimates now before the Committee is that the total expenditure of the
Treasurer on general account-with the
exception
of the
railways - was.
£57,000,000, of which £29,500,000 was
obtained from reimbursement under the
uniform taxation scheme.
This means
tha t more >than one half of our
revenue comes from that one source
of Commonwealth reimbursement. The·
finances of Victoria - or those of
any other State, for that matter
-cannot be considered closely without having regard to the question of what
is to be the future of uniform taxation.
In mentioning that, I want to say that
later I shall refer to many more Federal
payments which completely confuse the·
relationship between 'the States and the
Commonwealth, although we are inclined to regard uniform taxation as the·
only one.
Members should remember that the·
committee which was set up to inquire
into the proposal of uniform taxation
recommended to the Curtin Government,
when Mr. Chifley was Treasurer, that the
system should last for the duration of
the war and one year thereafter. Arising
out of the recommendations of that committee, a decision was reached that re-·
imbursement grants would be based on an
average of taxes collected by the States in
the years 1939-40 and 10940-41. Then, as
members know, there was developed a
formula involving wage payments, which
were allied to the population of the·
States, with various other minor factors.
Then, for the last two financial years
and the forthcoming financial year
1952-53, the Menzies Government at
Canberra has instituted a system of'
supplementary grants. For the year
1950-51, they amounted to £20,000,000.
In 1951-52, they increased to £33,000,000,
and the suggestion of the Prime Minister
for the current financial year is for a.
supplementary grant of £26,000,000.
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Mr. CAIN.-That is in addition to the
£120,000,000 which was made available
by the Commonwealth Government last
year.
Mr. NORMAN.-I have referred to the
:supplementary grants, which are surplus
to the formula. I referred first to the
formula and said that in the last two
years there have been supplementary
grants over and above the formula. So,
the total sum that the States received
from the Commonwealth in uniform
taxation reimbursement last year was
£120,000,000. As members are aware,
the McDonald Governmen t has proceeded
.against the Commonwe~th in a Hi~h
·Court action to determme the legalIty
,of priority of income tax to the
·Commonwealth. It seems that irrespective of the decision of the court on that
particular matter, there are many problems to be decided. I do not attempt
·to anticipate what the decision of the
court may be, because it would be improper if I were to do so. I do contend,
.however, that the decision will merely
.determine the legal position. I understand that the position was clearly
·determined in a previous High Court
· judgment and, from the be~t informati.on
that can be obtained, no dlfferent advlce
·has been obtained since then.
The point I make is that, whatever
the decision of the court may be as to
the' legality of uniform taxation, the
practical situation must be faced. We
have been told that the Prime Minister
has offered the States an opportunity to
· take back their income taxing powers. I
· suggest, with great respect to the Prime
Minister, that if we are to wait for the
six States to agree as to the desirability
· of accepting income taxing powers, some
, considerable time must elapse, to say the
least.
I contend 'that the Commonwealth Government has the power,
if it so desires, to unload-if I
may use the term-the income taxing
righ ts on to the Sta tes righ t now;
that it could, if it so desired and thought
the principle was correct, decide that it
would reduce substantially its income
taxing rights and that there would be
no further reimbursements or grants to
the States in the form in which they are
· now made.
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The proposed r:storation of income
taxing rights ralses some intricate
questions. It is all very well ~o say,
" We can easily tax ourselves by mcome
tax within the State to obtain the
£33,000,000 which sum it appears we
will receive in the form of uniform tax
reimbursement this year." It should
be remembered, however, that last year
Victoria received from the Commonwealth revenue, out of Commonwealth
taxation, a sum which I calculate at
approximately £40,000,000. I have taken
the figure on proportion throughout the
Commonwealth. The fact is that last
year the Commonwealth provided from
its own revenue £60,000,000 out of
£225,000,000 guaranteed from loan funds
to the States. Of that sum, Victoria
received an allocation of £56,000,000.
If one takes a similar proportion, it will
be found that Victoria received from the
Commonwealth taxation revenue last
financial year, for use on capital works,
£40,000,000 in excess of the £30,000,000
reimbursed under uniform tax. The
question arises as to whether this type
of finance would continue if the States
were to take back their income taxing
powers, and that aspect should be considered very carefully.
The Liberal and Country party in
Victoria, after lengthy consideration, has
evolved a scheme for State taxation
which would combine all the advantages
of the present system. I shall deal with
that aspect, also the fact that a considerable degree of convenience will be
enjoyed by income-tax payers by the
lodgment of one return only and the
receipt of only one assessment. The
proposition I wish to submit to the
Committee, for the consideration of the
Government, includes also the question
of economy in administration of a single
taxing authority. There cannot be any
objections on the part of the Government
or of taxpayers to the proposition that
there should be one assessmen t to determine the amount of assessable income of
taxpayers. There should be a single return lodged by each taxpayer. There
should be a single collecting authority
for the Commonwealth, with the present
economy of administration, and a separate rate of tax to be levied by the Commonwealth and by the States.
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Each State's tax should be levied at
the State rate appropriate to the taxpayer's total Australian income, but only
on the income derived by him in a particular State. A taxpayer should be
taxed in Victoria on the rates prescribed
for his total income, otherwise he would
be encouraged to break up his income
between the six States and so reduce the
amount of tax to be paid. There should
be one single collecting authority to
determine the proportion of the taxpayer's income derived in each State.
That would be a matter of technical consideration, and this principle was carried
out by taxation Commissioners prior to
the introduction of the uniform taxation
scheme. A single form of assessment
should be issued covering both Commonwealth and State levies, and annually
the Commonwealth should remit to the
States their share of the income tax
collected, based on the amount which
had actually been received at the State's
rates. The Commonwealth Grants Commission should be retained to take care
of the disabilities of the smaller States.
The advantages of the proposal are
many. It places upon State Governments the responsibility of raising their
own revenue. I emphasize that the term
" federation," under which we believe we
still operate in Australia, involves the independence of the federated bodies to
carry out their particular functions. In
any definition of the term " federation"
we find that the federating bodies must
be independent within their own constitutional limits, but no one can suggest
that any State Government in Australia
to-day is independent in its financial
operations. We believe the question of
State responsibility for raising revenue
is an essential attribute of democratic
government. It is impossible to have
democratic government
unless
the
Government concerned has the responsibility of raising the ,revenue which it
agrees to spend on behalf of its people.
I believe the proposal would avoid
the inevitable extravagance and waste
that occurs under irresponsible finance.
I am not referring to any particular
Government, but there is an inexorable
pressure upon Governments to indulge
in various types of expenditure that
may be wasteful or extravagant,
Mr. Norman.
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having regard to the economy of the
States, when Governments have the
ability to seek recompense for their expenditure from a Government in another
sphere. I believe the proposal also would
obviate the unseemly haggling that
occurs at successive Premiers' conferences. There are slighting references
in the press to the need for Premiers ,to
bargain for the amount that States
should be reimbursed by the Commonwealth Government. If the Commonwealth had not adopted the system of
making grants beyond the formula,
State Governments would have been
bankrupt within the last two or three
years.
I have emphasized that the proposal
retains all the advantages of the uniform
taxation scheme. It will save a taxpayer from having to lodge m'Ore than
one return, and he will not receive more
than one assessment. The system is
simple and has no greater complications
than the present taxation returns or
a'ssessments. The proposal retains the
principle of a single authority to collect
all the tax, of which a stated amount
will be returned to each State. I think
the proposal will be a much simpler
means of apportioning State income tax
reimbursements than the present formula. To illustrate what I mean, I shaH
read 'One paragraph of the formu!laThe procedure is to divide the 1946 State
grant by the total aggregate grant. The
fraction thus obtained is multiplied by a
further fraction which diminishes by one
tenth of unity each year. To the result is
added a fraction represented by dividing
the adjusJ;ed population of the State by the
adjusted population of all States for the
year preceding the year under consideration
and multiplying such a fraction by a furtherfraction which increases by one tenth of
unity each year. All of this is multiplied
by the base total aggregate.

The system of uniform tax reimbursement is becoming so involved that direct
State taxation will provide a simple'
basis that will be understood by the·
persons who are taxed and the Government of the day. I would emphasize·
that when we have considered the question of uniform taxation we have not
disposed of the question of the financial
relationships between the Commonwealth
and the States.
Income tax is only
one of many taxation fields. I have a.
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list of var,ious types of financial arrangements that the Commonwealth now has
with the States, inevitably involving
Commonwealth interference with the
policies of State Governments.
The total of Commonwealth Government assistance during the financial year
1951-52 to the States was an estimated sum of £192,000,000 of which
£120,000,000 was for uniform taxation
reimbursement. That did not include
£160,000,000 provided from Commonwealth revenue for loan funds, which
would bring the figure to £352)000,000
paid by the Commonwealth Government to State Governments in various
forms. Because of the mixed financial
relationships, functions of the Commonwealth and the State Governments
have become inextricably interwoven.
I would rem,ind members of the health
and social services wi thin the State.
Some people will say that the Commonwealth Government" interferes," whereas others will say it "assists." I put it
this way: The Commonwealth Government assists financiaUy and interferes
poli tically in these spheres of action of
the Department of Health-to name just
one Department-hospitals, home-help
service, mental hygiene, tuberculosis,
venereal disease, National F-itness Council, free serum for immunization, and
scholarships. I believe the Premier is at
present asking for Commonwealth assistance in the rna tter of child welfare.
Another series of relationships between
the Commonwealth and the States involves the financing of road services in
Victoria. We know that the Commonwealth is paying a portion of the cost
by means of refunds from the petrol
tax. The State receives this money and
distributes part of it to the Country
Roads Board and makes grants to municipalities. Out of its own funds, the
Country Roads Board meets certain payments and municipalities assume responsibility for certain roads.
The
result is that all these authorities are
becoming so interwoven that experts find
it difficult to keep track of the financial
relationships between the Commonwealth
and the 'State.
We ask the Commonwealth Government to initiate a constitutional convention to discuss the question of the
financial relationships between the Com-
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monwealth and the States. Even if the
problem of uniform tax is solved by the
giving back of the taxing powers of the
States. the latter will have to deal with
the mass of financial relationships existing between the Commonwealth and the
States. The Opposition contends that
after 50 years experience of Federation
it is time that careful re-consideration
was given to the relationships between
all forms of government from municipal
government to the Commonwealth
Government, and the financial responsibili ties of each body examined. Instead
of persuading ourselves that under
the Commonwealth Constitution the
States continue to be responsible for certain aspects of administration, we should
appreciate that the Commonwealth, by
virtue of its financial assistance in many
fields, is actually guiding policy 'and interfering with the functions of the States.
In seeking retention of the functions
specified in the Constitution, we should
remember that the States delegated to
the Commonwealth certain powers. If the
division of those functions is to be retained, it is essential that there should be
as soon as possible a complete examination of the financial responsibilities which
the delegated powers involve. Once more
the finances of Australia should be adr.J.inistered on the basis of the needs and
l'esponsibilities of each Government.
I trust that the Minister of Lands, who
is now acting for the Premier, will ask
the Government to consider the question
of the urgent need to go far beyond the
mere figures of the Supplementary Estimates. Although the figures may appear
to be final and the matter, involved as it
is, may appear to be within the control of
the Government, in 'many respects it is
fast slipping from the control of the
Treasurer. Consideration should be given
to the internal matters I have mentioned,
such as the Victorian railways, and the
need for an inquiry into the finances of
the Railway Department, in order that
there may be a true reflection of the deficit incurred last financial year. The
Government should consider giving a lead
to Australia now on the question of the
uniform Commonwealth taxation system,
by suggesting to the Commonwealth
Government that it should take the initiative, which lies in its hands. Moreover,
it should consider the holding of a Con-
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stitutional convention, similar to the
valuable conventions held towards the
close of the last century, which eventually
resulted in federation of the Australian
States. Not only would such action simplify for this and ensuing Governments
the question of financial responsibility,
but I consider that a standard would be
set for the next 50 or 100 years in
Australia in arriving at a reasonable basis
of co-operation between the various
governing aut~orities.
Mr. CAIN (Northcote) .-In presenting
the Supplementary Estimates for 1951-52,
the Premier stated, inter aliaAlthough the financial year has just
closed, I am introducing these Supplementary Estimates in order that parliamentary
authority may be obtained at the earliest
possible moment for all additional expenditure incurred.
Before dealing in detail with the Supplemen tary Estimates, I propose to refer to the
financial operations of the State for the last
financial year, allowance having been made
for the expenditure included therein,
namely, £4,130,962. It should be understood,
however, that the figures I am about to give
are approximate only, as the final result for
the year cannot be ascertained until entries
in respect of inter-departmental transactions have been completed and adjustments
effected to meet all audit requirements.
V/hen the Budget was prepared it was
estimated that there would be a deficit of
£3,845,000 on the railways, £164,000 on the
State Coal Mine, and a surplus of
£3,525,000 on general account, leaving a deficit overall of £484,000. It is now estimated that there will be a deficit of
£5,685.000 in the Railway Department,
£147,000 on account of the State Coal Mine,
and a surplus of £3,332,000 in general
account, leaving an estimated deficit of
£2,500,000 for the financial year 1951-52.
This increase in the estimated deficit from
£484,000 to £2,500,000 is due mainly to the
increased expenditure in the Railway
Department to which further reference
will be made.

Railways generally are in a similar
plight in all States of Australia; in fact,
the position is much worse in most of
the other States than in Victoria. The
Leader of the Opposition referred to the
question of management. Even private
railway managements throughout the
world have failed and their capital has
been written down. In Victoria, it has
been necessary to write down the capital
of the railways. Some years ago the
sum of £30,000,000 was written off, and
on a balance of about £60,000,000 or
£70,000,000 interest of 1 per cent. is
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being paid. On the sum of £30,000,000
written off 'interest amounting to the
amount of £1,200,000 a year is paid by
the Treasury.
Disregarding the sum of £30,000,000
written off, the capital obligation of the
Victorian Railways is £2,470,000, of
which the Treasury paid the amount of
£1,754,000, leaving a contribution by the
Railway Department for interest of only
£716,000. At present, Victoria pays the
sum of £2,954,000 in interest on railway obligations, and the Railway
Department is left to pay only £716,000,
or 1 per cent. of the obligation.
The
Leader of the Opposition asked honorable members to imagine what would
be the deficit if all the obligations of
the Railway Department were met from
railway reVenue. If this occurred, its
finances
would
be
approximately
£2,900,000 worse than the present
official figure.
If the Railway Department met all Hs interest obligations, the deficit of the State for the
current finandal year, estimated by the
Premier to be between £6,000,000 and
£8,000,000 would be increased by approximately £3,000,000. At present the Railway Department is called upon to pay
only its working expenses and 1 per cent.
on its capital, representing £716,000. It
is losing millions of pounds annually.
What is the solution of this problem?
Does anybody suggest that the Railway
Department is badly managed? A loss
is incurred on the suburban system in
the transport of paS'sengers as well as on
the carriage on country lines of unprofitable goods such as manures, road
metal, and primary products.
Is there a solution to the problem?
Some people attribute the loss of rail
traffic to increased road competition. The
fact is that in the last three or four years
there has been more business offering to
the Railway Department than it can
handle. Various Governments have attempted to obviate losses by increasin~
freights and fares. Those charges on the
Victorian railways are the lowest in Australia; for instance, in New South Wales
the freight charges for the carriage of
live stock are 50 per cent. higher than
the rates in Victoria.
.
The suggestion has been made that an
examination by an expert 'Should be
undertaken to discover how the Railway
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Department can be operated successfully the number of motor car registrations in
and at the same time balance its budget. Victoria. Of necessity, that must have
An expert in these matters has not been an immediate effect upon passenger
found anywhere in the world. It must traffic offering. If many of those.people
be appreciated that the Railway Depart- in Melbourne who use their cars regument plays an important part in the de- larly could be assured of a rea.sonably
velopment of the State and will continue comfortable service either on the railto be a financial obligation. The prob- ways or on the trams they would, belem of making the railways pay will not cause of the existing motor parking
necessarily be solved by an investigation difficulties, prefer to utilize those services
by an expert or even by a change in and leave their cars at home. Unformanagement.
Railway
managers tunately, the Railway Department cannot
throughout the world cannot all be meet the necessary requirements for
duffers.
When Sir Harold Clapp handling all the traffic offering. Every
was
chairman of
the
Victorian one knows that the profits on the tramRailways
Commissioners
he
was way and railway systems, if any, partiprobably as good a manager as could be cularly in the metropolitan area, are made
found anywhere.
He possessed the from the" straphangers." No transport
capacity to handle men, which very few system could provide a seat for every
people possess. His efforts to place the passenger offering throughout 24 hours a
Victorian railways on a sound financial day.
basis were 'severely criticised. When he
The Railway Department is in an exwas responsible for introducing the
" Spirit of Progress "-sometimes called tremely difficult financial position. The
the "Jubilee Blunder "-there was con- Treasurer indicated that although he had
siderable outspoken criticism, but it has . expected the State's finances to disclose a
deficit of £484,000 for last financial year,
proved its worth.
he found that the actual deficit was conThe only time in the last quarter of a siderably increased,
principally on
century that the Railway Department account of rising railway costs. Expendiwas able to operate at a profit was dur- ture on fuel oil increased in the last
ing the latter end of the last war. In .financial year by £1,100,000. Since the
that period the then Government was outbreak of the 1939-45 war, coal costs
able to transfer an amount of £5,000,000' in Victoria have risen 304 per cent.,
to the Railways Renewal and Replace- while the quality of the coal has dements Fund. There is a statutory obliga- creased. Before the war, the Railway Detion on the Government to transfer partment and the gas companies wereannually to that fund an amount of using 100 per cent. good Maitland gasf200,000, but the provision is totally in- making coal; in the early stages of the
adequate.
The Department requires war the quantity available decreased to'
immedia tely some millions of pounds for 80 per cent., and at present only 40 per
renewals and replacement purposes. The cent. to 50 per cent. of the coal used'
extra amount transferred during the war would come within that 'category. The
year,s has since been spent and the De- balance of supply consists of inferior coal
partment, like other State Departments, that must be wa'shed before it can be
now has no money to meet essential re- successfully used for the production of
quire~ents. I have no solution to offer
eas or the running of locomotives.
of a problem that no Government or no
Mr. WHATELY.-Inferior coal has been
expert has been able to solve. It was not
because of a lack of desire on the part used for some years.
of past Governments to stop the drift
Mr. CAIN.-Be.fore the war, there was
that conditions went from bad to worse. an unlimited supply of good Maitland coal
In the last quarter of a century, for gas-making and for use in the Rail-.
Uterally thousands of people who for'" way Department. In the last two and
merly used public transport-both rail- a half years costs generally in all Departways and tramways-have been using ;,~ents have increased considerably. I
motor cars. That has been evidenced in shall now compare the financial position
recent years by the tremendous rise in of Victoria with the picture disclosed in

842

Supplementary Estimates ! ASSEMBLY. J

Commonwealth budgetary papers in postwar years. The following table clearly
indicates Com·monwealth revenue from

for 1951-52.

all taxation sources, including the
amounts necessary to meet reimbursements to the States-

19·!6-4i.

194i-48.

1948- 49.

1949-50.

£

£

£

£

I

1950-:'1.

I

£

Estimated
1951-52.

£

Customs, Excise, Sales 138,510,9741150,333,219 165,228,491 186,307,189 222,177,000 321,000,000
Tax
37'0%
36'3%
35'1%
36'5%
36'9%
34'0%
Income Tax, Compan Y 207,764,940 232,900,055 272,346,873 279,653,623 341,957,0001 562,000,000
Tax, Social Services
56'2%
55'6%
57'8%
55'5%
56'1%
59'4%
27,583,750
Other Taxes ..
30,780,1l9 33,451,137 38,426,188 45,325,000 62,800,000
7'4%
7'5%
7'1%
7'6%
7'4%
6'6%

I

373,859,6641441,013,393 471,026,501 504,387,000 609,459,000, 945,800,000

I

The figures for 1950-51 and 1951-52
do not take into account wool tax
deductions.
This review means that the basic
wage has risen from £6 14s. in January,
1949, to £10 12s., or-if the figure for
the early part of this year is preferredabout £10. The colossal increases I have
mentioned as applying to the Commonwealth sphere have forced the finances
of Victoria into impossible positions.
Every increase of 1s. in the basic wage
means, for the RaNway Department
alone, an additional expenditure of
£150,000 a year. An increase of lOs.
involves, therefore, a further expenditure of £1,500,000, and such an inCTease
is by no means unlikely in the next
month, affecting not only the Railway
Department but also every other public
Department. Meanwhile, the States are
becom-ing progressively bankrupt.
At the same time, as wages and other
incomes increase, more taxation revenue
flows to the Commonwealth-and to the
Commonwealth alone. For that reason,
a great deal may be said in favour of
Victoria collecting its own income tax
and the like, while revenue is buoyant.
In that event, the State would be assured
of a reasonable share, whereas it
receives comparatively nothing now.
Every increase of taxation under the
present system throws greater responsibilities on the States at the same time
bolstering Commonwealth revenue. The
Labour Government of which I was the
Mr. Cain.

I

Leader discussed the formula for uniform
taxation, and that formula was adopted
in 1946.
Lieut.-Colonel LEGGATT. - Did. you
understand it?
M-r. CAIN.-I knew or hoped that it
meant something. Economists advised
us that possibly in 1956-57 a little more
common justice would be obtained for
Victoria such as was not in evidence
originally because, for the two base
years of the system, this State collected
·less than £6,000,000 a year.
Li.eut.-Colonel LEGGATT.-Why was
that?
Mr. CAIN.-It was the amount of
taxation Victoria had collected on its
own account at that time, and it included
nearly £2,000,000 of unemployment relief
,tax and about £4,000,000 from ordinary
income taxation. New South Wales and
Queensland and, for that matter, all other
States, had much higher taxation, and
consequently started in the uniform
taxation ·system en a basis which placed
them in a favourable position all the
time. The position of Victoria, however,
has been unfavourable.
The Prime
Minister has just agreed to allow a
special payment of £800,000 or £900,000
to this State, as some compensation for
its losses. There is no doubt that Victoria has been and wiH continue to be
in difficulties under the system.
The reason why the Commonwealth
was forced during the last two years or
so to increase its contribution to the
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State was that inflation had occurred
during that period and there was nothing else to be done. In fact, when
attention is paid to the value of the contributions paid prior to 1949 and to the
facts generally, it will be seen that the
States were in a better position with the
lower amount's redistributed than they
are now, and that is due to the inflationary tendency, with costs getting
out of hand.
It is said that the economy of this
country is sound, but I cannot convince
myself that Australia can continue the
way it is going. Since costs are soaring, expenditure on public works is being
reduced and credit to private industry
is being restricted" I cannot see how
it is possible for the country to carry
on successfully much longer. The increases in the prices of butter, cheese,
and milk will not be reflected in. the
forthcoming r~se in the basic wage, but
will be taken into account three months
hence. As honorable members know,
butter is now 4s. l}d. a pound, and many
other commodities show price rises. This
is affecting the lives, the homes, and the
economy of the great mass of the
community, and I contend that we cannot tolerate' an economy that increases
costs against the majority of the people
all the time. Their incomes, by virtue
of short time, by unemployment or
other difficulties with their work, are
declining.
Such is the situation facing Australia
at the present time. The only ray of
hope I can see in the present set-up is
that some satisfactory arrangement
may be made, although I should not like
to rely upon the Premiers of the various
States agreeing to the proposal of the
Commonwealth Government that they
accept return of their taxing powers.
Some of the States do not want those
taxing powers back. The only three
which openly declared for it are the
eastern States-New South Wales, Victoria, and Queensland; the others wi'll
be backing and filling.
I am not
unaware of the difficulties associated
with the adoption of the Commonwealth proposal. Its general acceptance will be a long way off unless
some action is taken by the Commonwealth Government itself. Some of the
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States will not take any action; they
may continue to fight on this subject for
the next ten years and, in that case, we
shall get nowhere. If the Commonwealth Government is anxious to effect
return of taxing powers to the States,
it can repeal the appropriate legislation
in about a month's time. In that event
the Commonwealth will throw the
responsibility back on to the shoulders of
the States, but we must be careful to
avoid chaos in the community. What
we require is co-operation from the
Commonwealth Government by arranging for the Commonwealth to be
the collecting authority.
The risk
of having two taxation forms and of
increasing the Taxation Office staff
ought to be avoided.
The sitting was suspended at 5.57 p.m.
until 7.5 p.m.

Mr. CAIN.-Before the sitting was
suspended I was discussing the financial
difficulties of the State. I wish now to
direct attention to the problem of hospital finance-a subject on which
recently there has been a great deal
of discussion-and the question of the
responsibility for providing free hospitalization for people who contribute to
social service taxation. In 1946 the
Commonwealth Parliament agreed that
there should be made available to the
State Governments a contribution of 6s.
per bed per day for purposes of
hospitaliza.tion, on the condition that
the States abolished the means test
applied to patients. The Victorian Parliament and the Parliaments of the other
States agreed to the proposal.
The new scheme came into operation
on the 1st of January, 1947, and during
the first full year of the operation of
the arrangement the Commonwealth
Government paid to Victoria for the
purpose of that scheme a sum of
£600,000 or £700,000. In the years 1947
and 1948 Victoria Was spending approximately £3,000,000 annually on health
serv,ices. Of that sum, £700,000 or
£800,000 was derived iTom the totalizator
revenue and the ba:Iance was provided
by the State out of revenue from other
sources. In November, 1948, the contribution by the Commonwealth Government was raised from 6s. to 8s. per bed.
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In that year Victoria spent £3,000,000 by the Treasurer to enable our hospitals
on health services, of which the Com- to function this year. Therefore, I am
monwealth contributed £1,000,000, repre- right on the ball. I desire to point out
senting one-third of the total sum that Sir Earle Page gave notice-as he
expended. At that time there were was entitled to do under the 1946 hospiapproximately 2,300 beds in public hos- tals benefit plan-that the benefit
pitals. During the 1951-52 financial scheme would terminate twelve months
year which has just closed, .the expendi- from August of last year. That means
ture of the Victorian Government on that the plan will come to an end in
health services was £7,000,000. The August next. Victoria will then be faced
contribution by the Commonwealth with the position that if it does not
Government this year is estimated at ?2cept the 'Scheme for raising funds
£1,070,000. It may reach £1,100,000 or enunciated by Sir Earle Page, the conmore, but even that sum is dispropor- tribution by the Commonwealth Governtionate to the increased responsibilities of ment will not be increased from 8s. to
the Government when increased wages 12s. a day on account of hospital treatand other charges over which no one has ment.
any control are t'aken into consideration.
The new scheme propounded by the
Although it will be necessary to spend
approximately £7,000,000 this year, Vic- Commonwealth Minister for Health
toria will receive less than £1,200,000 means that a person must join an organifrom the Commonwealth.
In other zation and pay ,6d. or 1s. a week to be·
words, although the contribution by the qualified for benefits. A person who beCommonwealth Government was 33 per comes ill will be charged in the ordinary
cent. in 1948-49, it was only 16 per cent. way but will receive a refund from the
in 1951-52. Other States are in a similar organization. The scheme will be obligatory on all persons, irrespective of the
finandal position.
fact that they have been paying a social
Sir Earle Page, Commonwealth Minis- service contribution continually for the
ter for Health, who is a glutton for plan- last six years. I know it is true that
ing, has just announced hi,s latest scheme many people enter charitable institutions
to provide insurance so that doctors will who could well afford to pay, but during
be paid. In effect, under his plan, doctors the last ,six years all persons, whether
will have a first mortgage, so to speak rich or poor, or in receipt of large or
Sir E'arle Page, does not think of insur- small incomes, have had to make a social
ing anyone against paying the butcher, service contribution and, for that reason,
grocer, or baker but, if a person becomes they think they are entitled to considerasick, the doctor who attends him will cer- tion. Last year, the Commonwealth
tainly be paid. I think that is taking Covernment received £40,000,000 more·
things a bit, too far.
Although I ap- than it expended on social services. Conpreciate that Sir Earle Page has per- sequently, the Commonwealth Governformed great work in the medical pro- ment 'i,s in a much beti& position now
fession, I regard him as a very poor poli- than it otherwise might have been. In
tician.
I think that no responsible the light of what I see of the financial
Government will give his plan a moment's position of the State, I am perturbed.
consideration. Fancy insuring oneself I do not care who the Government may
against paying a doctor's bills! I am be in future, whether it be Liberal,.
concerned more about insuring people Country party, or Labour-against paying grocers' bills, rent
charges, and the cost of every-day
Brigadier TOVELL.-Yes, you do.
requirements of the average peo:!;>le in
Mr. CAIN.-I might be interested from
the community.
my personal point of view but. looking at
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Mibus).-The the position from the viewpoint of the
honorable member is drifting away from people, I contend that it does not matter
the subject.
.
which party is in power because it will be
Mr. CAIN.~Health charges are in- unable to finance the requirements
cluded in the Supplementary Estimates. of the State unless some revolutionary
Provision is made for £500,000 to be paid changes take place. The Prime Minister
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has announced that he is willing to hand
back to the States their rights to impose
income tax. Only two States have
accepted the offer so far. I fear that the
smaller States will oppose the proposal
while the larger ones will be in favour
of accepting it; consequently no change
will be 'made for some time.
Mr OLDHAM.-What is the policy of
the Labor party in relation to uniform
taxation?
Mr. CAIN.--Speaking not as a Federal
politician but as a State member and
as leader of our party, I say our
policy has been in favour of uniform
taxation.
However,
I
personally consider that the only way
in which to extricate this State from its
financial difficulties i's foOr it t'O get back
its taxing powers. My 'contention is that
the Government that has the responsibility of spending money should have
the responsibility of collecting it also.
Brigadier TOVELL.-We all agree with
that.
Mr. OLDHAM.-The expression of
Opl11lOn by the Leader of the Labour
party does not seem to square up with
his party's policy of unification.
Mr. CAIN.-It squares up all right.
The honorable member for Malvern
need not worry himself about that
aspect; he has sufficient difficulties of
his own. Even if the States have their
taxing powers restored, they will come
face to face with the serious problem of
loan finance, which is an integral and
important part of State development.
Limited loan money has placed this
State in great difficulties. It is true,
.as the Leader of the Opposition said,
that last year the Commonwealth Government was responsible for underwriting
approximately £100,000,000 to provide
funds for works because the money had
been made available from its own funds
during preceding years. There must be a
common-sense approach to the whole
problem. If the Commonwealth Governmen t assumes the role of master of
the situati'On, the States will be placed
in great financial difficulties. I do not
share the view held by some persons that
the attempt of the Commonwealth
Government to stabilize the economy
·of Australia will be effective. I believe
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that things will get worse. They are
bad this year but they will be worse
next year.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-You hope
that will be so.
Mr. CAIN.-No, I do not hope that,
but I am facing the facts.
I am
entitled to my view that things will get
worse and, as conditions become worse
progressively, so will our difficulties become more pronounced and the position
will arise that mi1Hons of pounds
of loan funds will be tied up in
materials that cannot be used because
of j.obs being held up.
May I
suggest that on the loan side of our
finance, we have planned our schemes
and said, "There they are; we will take
them or leave them." Each State has
acted similarly. The Prime Minister
suggested, in relation to the dollar loan,
that priorities should be determined and
that State works should be thrown into
the pool. I do not object to that, but
I want the Commonwealth Government
also to throw into the pool the Snowy
Mountains hydro-electric ·scheme and
certain other of its projects. I contend
that the correct procedure is to fini·s:h first
those jobs which will cost the smallest
sum of money and yield the greatest
result. Surely there is nothing wrong
with that argument. I understand that
the Snowy Mountains scheme will take
between ten and fifteen years to complete whereas other developmental works
in Queensland or at Ya:llourn might be
finished in two years. I believe there
should be some common-sense approach
to the proposal. In discussing these
subjects I am not speaking politically,
but I contend that the Commonwealth
Government must go further than it has
gone, because a loan of 50,000,000 dollars
will not solve our problem.
Mr. FRAsER.-The loan is a substantial
contribution.
Mr. CAIN.-It is a contribution, but
on the loan we will have to pay high
interest rates. I say to the Government
that any attempt to start another project
in this State will mean the committing
of financial 'Suicide.
Brigadier TOVELL.-Why do you not
do more than merely say that? You
can enforce that policy.
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Mr. CAIN.-I do not wish to clash
with the honorable member for Brighton
because we are on good terms, and I am
merely giving advice to a friendly
gathering of members of Parliament.
Opposition members are natural'ly licking their wounds and taking matters
very quietly.
There is no fight
left in them. Last year the Leader
of the Opposition told the Government how it could solve its problems, but with'in the last few months
he has realized that it is easy to talk
about such matters. I make an appea'l
in this set of circumstances: The State
is faced with the problem of providing
socia:l services, adequate education facilIties and hospitalization, to say nothing
of the major problems of increased electrical power, adequate transport -and
water supply, quite apart from the need
for increased production of foodstuffs.
I do not agree that the higher the price
one pays, the greater production will be.
The House has before it Supplementary Estimates providing for the
payment of £4,130,962 on account of last
financial year. The State is facing
tremendous problems. For instance, it
is estimated that the school populat:ion
wiH increase by 15,000 schola'rs next
year, and I understand that 1,600 additional class-rooms will be required, quite
apart from extra teaching staff. Money
will have to be found for the provision
of additional buildings and the payment
of further salar·ies. Some 30 or 40 hospital buildings have been commenced,
but many of them have had to be stopped
owing to lack of money. Parliament is
charged with the duty of doing a difficult
job and I welcome the new outlook of
members of the Liberal party. It may
be a 'deathbed repentance but it is
different from the view that those members held last year. I trust that an
members will consider these problems
carefully to see whether it 1.s not possible
to ensure that the State effects reforms
essential to the welfare of the people.
l\lr. DAWNAY·l\IOULD (DandEil0::ig).
--It is nice to listen to the Leader of
the Labour pa'rty when he is speaking
in such a happy strain, because circumstances are such that we may have
expected the honorable member to have
~do~ted another point of view .. Perhaps
It wIH be as well for me to re-emphasize
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one point made by the Leader of the
Labour party. I refer to his comment
tha t -it is the desire of his party to look
a t these matters through the common.
spectacles of Parliament as a whole instead of through tinted political party
glasses. I need not comment further on
that aspect because members of the
Opposition appreciate the approach that
the Leader of the Labour party made to
this discussion of State finances.
This debate provides members with
an opportunity of raising matters that
have an impact upon the part of the
State that they represent, and one
can walk all the way with the Leader of
the Labour party when he says that one
of the major problems facing the State is
the provision of adequate education facilities and health services.
I wonder
whether members will agree that in the
application of the finances of any country
there are certain things that must be
placed first. I venture to suggest that
two equal first things are the provision
of education facilities and the provision of health facilities.
A child
is a child once, and only for a short
span of years. We understand that there
is a need for many hundreds of additional
schoolrooms in which children can be
taught. What is more important is the
need to appoint hundreds of additional
teachers, but this State and other States
are finding it extremely difficult to care
for the education of their increasin<Y
populations. Just as a child stays young
for only a short period of time, and for
that rea'son rightly has a first call upon
the finances of the State, so also a sick
person cannot wait for medical attention.
The people would welcome the establishment of the fact that education and hospi.talization cannot be delayed for other
things, even if S0me important public
works have to be placed to one side.
I wish to deal briefly with two matters
that concern the Dandenong electorate,
although they apply aliSO outside that
area. In the first place, I shall refer to a
matter that I have mentioned previously,
a.nd I shall continue to raise it until I
feel that the right thing is being done.
I refer to the policy of the Railways
C~mmissi0l!ers under the Act which permItted the Importation of pre-cut houses.
They are being erected in municipal
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areas without the advice of the municipalities concerned. The Commissioners
are acquiring areas of land in recognized
subdivisions when there are available
other areas in which they could erect
these sub-standard homes. I use that de,cription advisedly because in many respects the houses do not comply with the
uniform building regulations that cover
.all other types of residences in this State.
I have made it my business to ascertain the attitude of municipalities where
these homes have been placed upon rail·way land. I shall not weary members by
reading letters which I have received, but
I can say that the City of Footscray, the
City of Sunshine, the City of Williamstown, and the Shire of Broadmeadows all
voice the complaint that without even an
investigation of the suitability of areas,
or the town planning ideals of local coundIs, the Railway Department has acquired areas upon which it has erected or
will erect pre-cut homes. They will be
Ioca ted in the midst of residences of
greater value, and that is most detrimental to the town-planning development of
many residential districts.
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I wish to establish two points, the most
important of which is that I do not think
it is the desire of Parliament that any
instrumentality of the Crown shall have
the right to acquire land in a municipal
area for any purpose unless it at least
confers with the local municipal authorities, the members of which are elected
and the staffs of which are paid to ~afe
guard the interests of their ratepayers .
Secondly, I wish to emphasize that when
the Bill dealing with the importation of
pre-cut houses by the Railway Department was first before the House, the pro.iect being known as "Operation Snail,"
it was generally accepted in debate and
it was certainly within the knowledge of
the Minister in charge of the Bill that
these houses were intended to be erected
on railway property. They were purchased as a temporary measure; they do
not comply with our standard of a home
for an Australian family to occupy, but
they were a suitable substitute in the
emergency which then existed, when it
was impossible to build quickly enough to
absorb migrants entering Victoria to help
the Railway Department rebuild a service
that had become defective through the
ravages of six years of war.

In Dandenong there is a small area near
the hospital known as the "Toorak of
Dandenong." A compliment is paid to
the suburb of Toorak by the residents of
cities and towns throughout the State
styling their best residential areas the
local Toorak; the appellation is descriptive of the most desirable land in a particular area. In this instance, near the
Dandenong hospital there is an area of
about 8 acres of land, and near the same
locali ty there are 40 or 50 residential
blocks, the owners· of which received
notices to treat directly with the Railway
Department, even before the Dandenong
Council had any knowledge that the Department desired to build on other than
railway land.

Granting that the need existed, the intention of Parliament was expressed in
the words that where the Railway Department, for purposes of a large
schedule, desired to acquire land with the
consent of the Minister, it could do so. It
then becomes a matter of direct Governmen t policy, and possibly I am speaking
without definite information when I say
that it appears to me that there has been
a change in the original intention. I do
not think it was ever conceived by members of the House that the Railway Department would buy in residential areas
blocks of land of very high value compared with others obtainable in the same
locality.

The Railways Commissioners received
a deputation and were shown a certain
area of land upon which all their buildings could be erected, and in which were
sewerage and all other domestic services.
I was somewhat amused, even if also
annoyed, to have sent to me a copy of a
letter stating that the area in question
was subject to flooding because in 1934
there had been a flood at Dandenong .

It is necessary to appeal to the Government, and I do so directly to ascertain
vlhether the Government is satisfied to
allow the Railways Commissioners to acquire land where they wish to, irrespective of the desires of the local municipal
body, and whether the Government in
these times of hard finance is prepared
to pay prices for land much in advance
of those in other areas where land can be
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obtained. In the one particular case, for
the Commissioners to suggest that land
is subject to flooding is the more
humorous when it is realized that through
that area passes the outfall for the
whole of the sewerage system of Dandenong, and I have yet to meet any
sewerage engineers so completely bereft
of r~ason that they will place an ouHaH
line in an area which could, in any circumstances, be flooded. Chaos would
result to the sewerage of any area if
that were to happen. I sincerely trust
that the Minister of Transport will stay
the hand of the Railways Commissi'oners, not only in this case, but in aU
other similar circumstances.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-To whom do
you suggest they should appeal?
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD.-I did not
intend to pa'rticularize but I cannot resist
the invitation of the Minister of Transport. There is in Dandenong an area of
land many acres larger than the area
that the Railways Commissioners indicated they wished to acquire. It is
adjacent to Hammond-road and all of
it, with the possible exception of a
quarter of an acre in the bottom corner,
could never be flooded. It is served with
electTic light, gas, water, and sewerage,
and is obtainable, by comparison with
that area upon which the Commissioners
have their eyes, at probably one-third
of the cost.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.---,How much
farther distant is it from the railway
station?
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD.-It is actually
nearer to the raHway station, which
would be a focal point for residents.
The area chosen by the Railway DepaTtment is 100 chains by road from the
station. The area suggested for acquisition is only 48 chains by direct road
right into the main railway yard at the
Dandenong station. This is a problem
that does not affect only the Shire of
Dandenong. It concerns other municipalities. I am more particularly concerned that wherever I seek information
on this matter, I am assured that it was
never intended that pre-cut houses should
be used in the way contemplated.
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I shall now pass to another aspect
tha t has direct relation to the building
of homes in Victoria. In the last few
years, there has been growing from the
sp!endid original conception of cooperative housing societies means whereby young married couples could acquire
their homes possibly more quickly and
on better terms than in any other way.
Many members of the House are directly
associated with the management and
control of a co-operative housing society.
All of the societies are encountering
tremenQ.ous difficulty, and I urge the
Government to instruct the Registrar of
Co-operative Hous,ing Societies, together
wi th legal officers, to furnish an opinion
on the wisdom of creating a permanent
building society conducted on similar
lines as a resuH of which there may be
continuity, SID that as a society runs out
of time or subscribers there will be something to take its place.
Many subscribers to the societies find
temporarily other avenues of finance;
some inherit money; others trans'fer to
the War Service Homes Commission.
In other instances; possibly for better
securi ty in business, indebtedness is
transferred to banks. The cumulative
effect is that too many co-operative
housing societies are almost reaching
the stage at which it does not pay the
necessary paid officers to carryon. They
are doing so in many cases out of a
sense of justice to the young people
whose future homes they are taking
care of, and I consider a great deal of
good would result from an investigation,
as speedily as possible, of the suggestion that a permanent building society
be created.
Several m·atters affecting the Education Department require careful consideration. Woith the rapidly increasing
child population in all districts, available
school accommodation is not sufficient to
provide for the children now reaching
school age. An associated disability is
the lack of sanitary conveniences, which
must be supplied with reasonable expedition. The bottle-neck exists in the
drawing office of the Public Works Department, which is the constructing
a.uthority for the Education Department.
Individual plans are prepared for each
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type of convenience required. If a stan<lard type, known technically as a "two
.holer," is required, there is considerable
delay in producing what should be a
standardized plan. Based on its years of
.experience in that class of work, the
Public Works Department should be able
to produce plans immediately to enable
the work to proceed without delay.
The wisdom of more frequently installing the septic tank instead of the pan
.system is worth investigating. Constantly recurring servicing charges by
contractors make the pan system considerably more expensive than the septic
tank system. Schools that originally
'were intended to house 200 to 300 pupils
now accommodate up to 1,000 children,
but the sanitary provisions have not been
improved. From the health aspect this
has caused considerable concern to
parents.
Around the perimeter of the metropolitan 'area in the last five years there
has been more building activity than in
any other period in the history of Victoria. Successive Governments have extended the provision for the pasteurization of milk, and with the gradual increase in the number of districts declared
as safe pasteurized milk districts the
health standards relating to this commodity have been raised. Associated
with small mixed businesses in many
growing areas are milk bars. Local
people and workers in the districts are
unable to buy milk' in bottles over the
ccunter at a milk bar, although under the
health regulations the proprietor is entitled to sell milk taken out of a bottle
and mixed with some flavouring to make
,;\,'hat is known as a milk shake. I ask
the Government to instruct the Milk
Brard to be more lenient in its attitude
towards the selling of milk where a shopkeeper can satisfy the Board that he can
comply with the health regulations. Unless a milk bar has the required refrigerator space and can comply with
strict standards of cleanliness on the
premises, the proprietor cannot obtain a
licence to trade.
Applications to sell milk in bottles are
refused· because it is claimed that with
the consequent loss of trade local milkmen would not be able to justify the expense of home deliveries. ,Many people
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do not desire to obtain ·milk until they are
returning home at night; in other cases,
the householder has no refrigerator or
ice chest and wishes to obtain supplies
locally when needed. I have received
numerous complaints on this subject from
residents in the Bentleigh, East Ormond,
and other outer parts of my electorate.
If the Department of Health is satisfied
that its strict requirements are complied
with and is prepared to give permission
for a shop proprietor to sell milk drinks,
surely the Milk Board should be prepared
to permit the shopkeeper to sell pasteurized milk in bottles over the counter.
It is obvious that Parliament is doing
scant justice to its retired State pensioners. I appreciate the financial difficulties confronting the Treasurer, but I
was disappointed to learn that he claims
that it is not practicable to recognize the
justice of the claims of retired State
pensioners for cost-of-living adjustments
of their pensions. I am hoping that out
of this welter of discussion on finance
Parliament wiH find some way of doing
justice to its ex-employees, who are disappointed that a tacit promise made has
not been kept. Those retired officers
gave the best part of their lives in the
service of the State. They contributed
for superannuation units which had a
potential future value that they thought
would give them com'fort in their retirement. In these days, with the falling
value of money, they are finding it
almost -impossible to carryon, despite
the fact that the Commonwealth
Government does afford them a little
financial assistance. I trust that my
representations will be brought to the
attention of the Treasurer for his urgent
consideration.

Mr. MORTON (Ripon).-One of the
most disas'trous effects of the financial
restrictions in Victoria is apparent in
the Education Departmen t. Accommoda tion difficulties are being experienced
at two of the largest State schools in
my electorate---S'tate school No. 502,
Stawell, and State school No. 800,
Aorarait. With the 'inflliJx of ,children
who have· reached the school age, H is
essential that additiona'l accommodation be provided. The number of y.oung
children at the school at Stawell this
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mQnth was SQ large that it was necessary to use a rQom that was fQrmerly
set aside as a play area f'Or infants
during their first few months at SCh'OOl.
I shall instance 'One phase 'On which I
think criticism 'Of the GQvernment is
justified. On the 28th 'Of July, 1950, I
sen t the following letter to the Minister
of Education:My attention has been drawn to the
position of accQmmodation for teachers at
Ararat.
At the present time Mr. Trewick who is'
teaching at Ararat State SchoQI, is living
in the teacher's dwelling at Armstrong, and
he has to travel from Armstrong, per
bicycle each day.
The Armstrong school is never likely to
open again, therefore, the house will not
be wanted there.
I am given to understand that the district
inspector has recommended that both the
Armstrong and the Wattle Creek houses
be removed tQ Ararat and erected on a
block 'Of land owned by the Department,
and to be used for a dwelling for a teacher.
I would request that you ask for a report and give your favourable consideration
to the above recQmmendation.

I had the foll'Owing acknowledgment
dated the 7th 'Of September, 1950The question 'Of removing the Armstrong
and Wattle Creek residences into Ararat
and remodelling them to form a fourth residence is at present being investigated.

Again 'On the 12th of January, 1951, I
wrote this note to the MinisterOn the 7th of September, J 950, you wrote
me that the question of removing the
Armstvong and Wattle Creek residences to
Ararat was being investigated.
The teacher is still travelling to Ararat
from Armstro~lg per bike, and I would like
to know the result of your inquiry.

On .the 16th of January, 1951, I received
this further letter from the MinisterWith reference to your representations
concerning the removal of the Armstrong
and Wattle Creek school residences to
Ararat, I desire to inform you that the
Public Works Department has been asked
to inspect these buildings and submit reports
as to their suitability f.or removal.
The Department has also communicated
with the Department of Lands and Survey
in order to determine whether certain Crown
allotments can be made availatJle to this
Department for use as residence sites.
No decision has yet been reached in this
regard, but an answer is expected within' a
short time.
Mr. Morton.
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As I had heard nQthing by the 25th of
June, 1951, I wrote again to the MinisterOn the 7th of September, 1950, and again
on the 16th of January, 1951, you advised
me that certain action was being taken to
remove the Armstrong and \Vattle Creek
residences to Ararat.
Up to date nothing has been done, and as
both these residences are vacant, and I
understand from the Public Works Inspector that a block 'Of land is available in
Ararat, I request that early action be taken
to have the above-mentioned residences
moved to Ararat.

On the 8th of August I received the following communication from the honorable gentlemanWith reference .t'O your letter of the 25th
of June, concerning the removal of the Armstrong and Wattle Creek residences to
Ararat, I have tQ inform yQU that it is not
proposed to take any further action in this
matter at present as the Department has
no vacant bloc1~s upon which to re-erect the
dwellings, and also because it is anticipated
that the Housing Commission can meet our
needs in accommodating teachers at this
centre.

On receipt of that letter I approached
the Public Works Inspector at Ararat,
who had informed me that blocks of land
were available in that town. Dated the
5th of November, 1951, the f'Ollowing
memorandum was sent to me by that
officerRegarding Crown land available f'Or the
erection of teacher's residence for State
School, No. 800, Ararat.
Herewith attached please find rough
sketch of land in Moore-street, numbered in
preference as to suitability of the land.

There is a sketch on the rear of the
memorandum showing three blocks of
land owned by the Crown and available
for the Education Department. Therefore, I wrote again to the Minister 'On .the
same date and in the following termsOnce again I ask you to give serious consideration to the rem'Oval of the ArmstrQng
school residence to Ararat for the following
reasons.
It would be most uneconomic t'O repair
the residence in its present position; it is not
fair to ask a teacher to travel fr'Om Armstrong to Ararat each day; I have been
reliably informed that the three blocks 'Of
Crown land marked in order of preference
on the attached sketch will be offered for
public auction in the near future if they
are not required by any Department.
I would refer you to the report by the
District Inspect'Or regarding ~his matter.
Please treat this as urgent.
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On the 12th of December there came this
reply from the honorable gentlemanWith referenee to your representations
concerning the removal of the Armstrong
residence to a site in Ararat, I should be
glad if you would be good enough to discuss this matter with me personally when
you are next in Melbourne.
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Mr. MORTON.-I thank the
gentleman; his statement is an
of sympathetic consideration.
Referring to the matter
fabricated houses, on the 3rd
received the following letter
Borough of Stawell:-

851

honorable
indication
of preof July I
from the

I am directed to draw your attention to
I interviewed the Minister, and his
private secretary was present. They the fact that the Country Roads Board has
recently moved a new prefabricated cottage
possessed a file on the subject that was . into
Stawell, and the council has expressed
apparently larger than my own and I its surprise that ,a Government Department
had no idea how much correspondence should bring a hous'e of this description into
had passed. The Minister told me that a town where a local industry is in a position to provide houses of this type, partibecause of the restrictions on loan funds cularly
at a time when the local industry has
no money was available to the Education had to reduce its staff owing to the condiDepartment; that it was proposed to re- tions at present prevailing in the building
pair the residence at Armstrong, which tre-de.
Yours faithfully,
is about 7 miles from Ararat, and that
W. G. SHARPLEY, Town Clerk.
the teacher would be paid an allowance to
travel to Ararat every day, since suffi- When I received that communication I
cient money could not be found to meet interviewed the Stawell Timber Industhe expense of removing the residence to tries Proprietary Limited, at whose estabArarat. Subsequently I made a rough lishment prefabricated houses are made,
note of certain particulars. It appears and I also inspected the house brought in
that the rental paid by the teacher for by the Country Roads Board. The
the house is £22 12s. a year. He is being Government has gone to the expense of
allowed 5s. a day for transport and is having a prefabricate9 dwelling transreceiving 15s. a week for the conveyance ferred from another part of Victoria to
of his three children into Ararat to at- Stawell-it came from Melbourne, I am
tend the convent school. The approxi- informed-and placing it on a site within
mate cost is £80 a year and the Depart- 100 yards of an industry that manument is losing, on these figures, £57 8s. factures suitable prefabricated houses.
Houses made by that industry are being
a year.
supplied to the Western District. On
Surely the Government must realize one occasion last year I strongly objected
that a foolish attitude is being adopted to houses going from Stawell to Yallourn.
regarding the residence in question. I explained that the Stawell Timber InHeavy expense will be met in putting the dustries Proprietary Limited was under
building at Armstrong into good repair. contract to the State Electricity ComAt the same time it is proposed to pay mISSIOn. Now I am complaining about
travelling allowances for the three child- prefabricated houses being taken from
ren, apart from the cost of transport for Melbourne to Stawell where such dwellthe teacher himself. A block of land is ings are manufactured.
still available at Ararat at no cost to the
On the 28th of May this year the RailDepartment, since only a transfer would way Department wrote the following letbe involved. Surely the Government ter to Stawell Timber Industries Proought to give consideration to removing prietary Limitedthe residence to Ararat and I should like
I am directed by my Commissioners to
the Minister of Lands, who is now in confirm
the oral intimation conveyed to you
charge of the House, to make immediate by our chief civil engineer that, owing to
inquiries concerning the block of land, the drastic reduction in the amount of loan
because I understand it is to be put up to funds to be allocated to this' Department
during the next financial year, only houses
auction. I urge the Minister to take the which
can be delivered by you prior to 30th
necessary action to stay the hand of the June, 1952, can be accepted by the DepartDepartment in disposing of the block for ment.
the time being.
The same industry could have supplied
Sir ALBERT LIND.-That suggestion will houses to the Country Roads Board, but
be looked into to-morrow morning.
that body obtained one from Melbourne.
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The result has been that the Stawell ment was silent as to what was to
Timber Industries Proprietary Limited happen at the end of that period, because
has had to dismiss twelve men. The neither the Railway Department nor the
position is worse than taking coal to New- then Government was prepared to comcastle, and I voice my strong disapproval mit itself as to the future. The agreeof the Government or Government ment imposed on the two nearest.
Departments acting in such an un- municipalities-Heidelberg and Keweconomic manner as to have pre- the obligation of maintaining the road
fabricated houses sent from Melbourne to after it had been built.
Stawell when such houses can be built on
The agreement operated for its full •
the spot. In this matter, also, I would
course of twenty years. At the end of
ask the Minister of Lands to have inthat time the question of the Chandler
quiries made, and I should like an answer
Highway was referred to the Public
that can be forwarded to the local
Works Committee, which made a
borough council.
thorough investiga'tion, the inquiry
Sir ALBERT LIND.-I will submit the being necessarily lengthy in view of the
case to the Minister of Public Works.
number of problems involved. In DeMr. RYLAH (Kew).-The first matter . cemberof last year, the Public Works
which I desire to bring to the notice Committee reported to Parliament that
of the Commi ttee is the position in in its opinion the bridge and the road
relation to the Chandler Highway at would not be required in the distant
Kew. This matter has previously been future as a means of providing transport
raised in both Houses of Parliament on across the Yarra, because the towna number of occa'sions. It is a sorry planning authority envisaged the contale of what happens when an attempt struction of a new bridge and a new
is made to patch up something which is arterial road which could be used by
actuaHy worn out. In 1929, the Govern- the traffic now traversing the Chandler
men t then in office decided that an old Highway, but that the bridge and road
disused railway bridge on the Outer were immediately required for the purCircle railway line, crossing the river pose of carrying the existing heavy
'
between Fairfield and Kew, could be traffic.
used usefully as a bridge for traffic
The Public Works Committee recombetween the northern and the eastern and mended that the road should be rebuilt
sou'thern suburbs.
and the bridge put in order so that such
After a series of negotiations, the then heavy traffic could be carried satisGovernment entered into an agreement factori:Jy. Evidence was given to the
concerning the use of the bridge and committee that the patching of the road
approaches. The agreement expressly along the 1,600 feet 'of light railway
provided that the railway bridge and embankment was more or less useless,
the embankment were to be leased for because as fast as material was pUl into
a period of twenty years, and that the the road and the patches sealed, the
Government, together with the adjoining surface again sank, as a resu1t O'f water
municipalities of Heidelberg, Kew, getting under the road, and new potholes
Hawthorn, Camberwell, and N orthcote were formed.
would construct, in co:..operation with
The Government, pleading an insuffithe Board of Land and Works, a roadciency of funds, was unab1e to impleway across the bridge and the embankment the recommendation of the Public
ment, and that the bridge should be put Works ~ommittee. It then sought the
in a condition in which it could be used advice of the Country Roads Board as
for vehicular traffic.
to what should be done-even more
At that time the Railways Commissioners were not certain whether they
would again need the bridge for railway purposes, so it was expressly providal that the lease should operate for
a period of twenty years; but the agree-

temporarily than propounded by the
Public Works Committee-and the Board
recommended that the road should be
patched. The Country Roads Board, at
tne request of the Public Works Department, undertook to do the temporary
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patching, the Government contributing
half the cost, and the municipalities of
Kew and Heidelberg paying the other
half. The Board then proceeded to
patch the highway in the same way as
it had been patched by the Kew City
Council. The Country Roads Board was
even less successful in the patching than
the council had been, apparently not
having had much experience in patching
roads built on a shifting foundation. In
short, the Board spent much money in
patching with very little result.
Members who have seen press photographs of this highway during the last
few days will realize its present condition. The situation is exactly as was
anticipated by the engineers.
The
embankment is shifting; it has dropped
7 to 10 inches since the road was
built. The foundations are loose and
the road is not properly drained. The
water, getting under the road, is causing
bigger, brighter and better potholes.
The patching process was completed only
a few weeks ago, but the road is in a
worse condition than before the work
was begun three or four months ago.
It is so bad that the bus proprietor who
travels over that highway is being
forced to discontinue his operations.
I suggest that at this stage it is silly
to try to apportion blame for the present condition of the road. Experts say
that its condition is due to the original
construction and not to anything which
is happening at present. As I have
already mentioned, it was built on a
light railway embankment, which had
never been packed by modern methods.
The practical situation is that the road
is now in a dangerous condition. Even
before the Country RQads Board undertook to patch the road, the Kew City
Council had erected a notice to the
effect that any person using the road
did so at his own risk.
The position is now so serious that
the Government should accept the
responsibility either of repairing the
road properly or closing it. It is obvious
that the highway cannot be properly
repaired by further patching. I think
it will be agreed that the expenditure of
£1,200 on 1,600 feet of roadway, which
will last three months, was a waste of
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money. I ask the Minister to have an
investigation made immediately and that
consideration be given to the report of
the Public Works Committee with a
view to the work recommended being
put in hand as quickly as possible. If
the Government is not in a position to
finance the work recommended, I suggest that it take the responsibility of
closing the road against traffic.
I
understand that nothing can be done to
sa ve the bus service connecting Fairfield
and Kew, which is a most important one.
Mr. R. T. WHITE (Minister of State
Development) .-Has the bus service
been discontinued?
Mr. RYLAH.-It will terminate on
Friday next. In my opinion, a thorough
investigation should be made and the
Government should indicate its policy
in regard to the service. I suggest,
however, that the road is dangerous to
ordinary traffic quite apart from the
fact that it is dangerous to bus traffic. It
is not a municipal road; it was constructed by direction of the Government.
It serves no immediate needs of ratepayers. There are no houses on either
side; on' one side is the Kew Mental
Hospital and on the other side are the
golf links. It is an arterial road which
connects the northern suburbs with the
eastern suburbs. As the Public Works
Committee and all Governments have
realized, it is not a case of saying, " This
is a municipal road, which must be
repaired." This highway is the responsibility of the Government, and I ask
that something be done to remedy the
present situation.
Another subject, which is much more
important, is the terrific toll of life
tha t is being taken by motor vehicles
in this State. I believ'e that every member is as concerned as I am about this
particular problem. I believe also that
every member realizes that one of the
most difficult tasks in the community
to-day-even more difficult than governing without loan funds-is to look after
drivers of vehicles who will not look
after themselves. That is a problem with
which authorities allover the world are
faced. I approach it from the ·standpoint
of what can be done. Let us consider
first the aspect of level crossings. One
of the greatest difficulties when a
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discussion of this question is attempted
is the fact that a claim is being heard
in the courts and the matter is held to
be sub judice. I believe, however, that
members will agree that the number
of level crossing accidents that have
occurred in recent months is a source of
great concern to the community. I
believe, also, that the time has come to
take the problem of protecting users of
level crossings out of the hands of the
Railway Commissioners or the special
committee that functions under their
guidance. This is a matter with which
the Government should have the courage
to grapple, and, if it does so, I feel sure
it will have the support of members
on both sides of the Chamber. My
suggestion is that the Government
should either make immediate decisions
in relation to the protection of users
of level crossings, or if it is not
prepared to take that step, it should
immediately appoint an expert committee charged w~th the responsibility of investigating the problem and
making a quick report so that action
may be taken. I suggest to the Government that an investigation should be
made as to what can be done to compel
transport vehicles to stop before
reaching level crossings.
Mr. CAIN.-Or before reaching closed
railway gates.
Mr. RYLAH.-I urge caution in the
consideration of this matter, because
I believe there are certain level crossings which might be rendered unsafe
if a vehicle were compelled to stop.
Such a crossing might be perfectly safe
to negotiate if the driver were to pass
over it without stopping, but if he had a
heavy load and were compelled to stop
and start again he might be hit by a fast
moving train.
Such a crossing as
the Hurstbridge-Greensborough-road at
Diamond Creek comes to my mind. My
contention is that this problem is
sufficiently serious to merit the provision
of traffic light protection at some crossings. I realize that such a procedure
would involve expenditure of public
money, but surely, even in these times
of straitened Government finance, the
protection of human life justifies it.
Maybe traffic lights operated on the
same system as a "wig-wag" signal
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would be less expensive than other
devices, and would be heeded by the
public some of whom are used to
stopping at traffic lights when travelling
on roads in city areas.
Mr. GALVIN.-Some motorists even
strike closed railway gates.
Mr. RYLAH.--I admit that, but
apparently the honorable member for
Bendigo did not hear my opening remarks. I suggested at the outset that
the problem is a difficult one because
people have to be protected from themselves; unfortunately, however, it must
be faced. After all it may well be that
we have to protect a driver from himself
in order to save his passengers. The
problem extends much further than the
people who are killed. The figures relating to our public hospitals reveal the
enormous number of beds that are
occupied by vic:tims of motor accidents,
and the huge sum of money that is
being spent on their maintenance. The
effect goes further even than ordinary
hospitals.
I suppose that if the Director of
Mental Hygiene were to express an
opinion, it would be to the effect that a
fair proportion of the cost of maintaining mental institutions is due to the fact
that people have been injured in motor
accidents. A great deal is said about
the effect of war neurosis on the mind,
but I believe that people who have been
involved in motor accidents, even though
they are unscathed, are often affected
mentally.
I know that there are
members of this Chamber who have
been involved in accidents through no
fault of their own and who have seen
persons who have been injured seriously.
I am sure they will admit that the situation is tragic. I do not submit my
argument on the political basis. I do
not criticize the Government for doing
nothing, but I make an urgent appeal
that the Government should face up to
the problem quickly. A decision should
not be delayed on the pretext that a
certain lawsuit is proceeding. '
I turn now to a suggestion which does
not involve the expenditure of money,
namely, the question of making the
maximum use of the Police Force to
educate and control motorists. I do not
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attack the Police Force, because my
personal opinion is they are performing
an excellent job within the scope of
their power. Anyone who uses a motor
car, however, must be fully seised of the
danger to human life which results from
the complete disregard of traffic rules
by many motorists. If any member
doubts my statement, let him drive home
with me on any evening between half
past 5 and a quarter past 6 o'clock for
the short distance of five miles between
Melbourne and Kew. I shall guarantee
on any evening to direct attention to at
least 35 serious breaches of the traffic
regulations, as a result of which human
life could be endangered. Motorists
take risks when rushing to work in the
morning or rushing home from work at
night.
Mr. HAYES.-I do not think many of
them rush to work in the morning.
Mr. RYLAH.-I appreciate the difficulties facing the honorable member for
Melbourne in his efforts to control traffic
within the boundaries of the City of Melbourne, and I 'assure him that m-any
motori'Sts do rush to work in the morning. On every morning of the week,
numbers of motorists break important
traffic regula'tions and dri ve in a manner
dangerous to the public, or make three
lanes of traffic where that should not be
done. In my opinion, the police are not
tackling these offences as they should.
Any member who has driven a car in
Sydney must agree that although traffic
there is difficult to handle owing to the
narrow streets, the police more effectively
control motor traffic than is the case in
Melbourne. What is more important is
the fact that motorists have more respect
for the police in Sydney than they have
here.
When this problem is usually mentioned in the House, a Minister who is not
present to-night will say, " If I had more
money and more policemen, with additional vehicles, I might be able to do
something to cure the evil." I intend
to voice some ideas as to how more
police time can be made available to
cope with the problem. Members wBI
agree that police officers spend much time
in carrying out duties that should not be
performed by them or which are carried
ou t in such a manner as to mean the
Session 1951-52.-[36]
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wasting of 'time. I shall take as an
example the work of the Traffic Branch,
which is most important when one is
considering this problem. At a suburban.
court one sees dozens of able-'bodied
po'licemen 'lined up waiting to give evi,·
dence against traffic offenders. I suggest
that is not necessary and that nine-tenths
of that wasted time could be eliminated by the 'adoption of a simple form of
procedure. At present, if one is owed
£20 for goods -sold and delivered to a
man who will not pay the account, there
are two ways of making him do so. If
one likes to go to court, one can have
issued an ordinary summons giving 72
hours' notice. Then one has to give
evidence as to the value of the goods
sold and delivered, and a court order is
made.
The alternative method is to have
issued a default summons in which the
claim is set out in greater detail. Notice
is served on the defendant, and the summons informs him that if he does not
appear in court on the return date-it
must be a't least six clear days aheadjudgment will be given against him without the complainant having to be present to prove his case.
Why cannot
similar procedure be adopted for simple
traffic offences? Why is it necessary for
police officers to waste time at suburban
courts to give parrot-Hke evidence which
is not contested in nearly all cases? If
there is a dispute a's to the facts, the
defendant can give notice of .intention
to defend and then the police witnesses
will be required to give their evidence in
court. If the defendant admits the
offence and does not intend to appear,
why should a policeman have to give evidence?
I have suggested a practical method
of making available more police time for
other duties. I have discussed the proposa'l with the Attorney-General but so
far I have not received his opinion on it.
Recently I was speaking to a sergeant
of police to whose station a man from
the Traffic Branch had been transferred.
For the first fortnight this officer did
not report on one day for ordinary duty
because he had to go from court to court
giving evidence in traffic cases.
Mr. HOLT.---'What about the service of
a summons in a traffic case?
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Mr. RYLAH.-J.t could be .the same as
the procedure with a default summons,
which is personal at present, but possibly
the procedure proposed in the Justices
( Amendmen t) Bin could be adopted.
lVIr. CAIN.-That is a debatable point.
Mr. RYLAH.-I do not know whether
the House will accept the proposal in
that Bill, but a peculiar situation arises.
If a member is owed £10 he can issue
a default summons which has to be persona'lly served on the defendant before
judgment can be obtained by default. If
the amount is £200 a summons can be
issued which has not to be personally
served on the defendant before judgment
can be obtained by the same means.
Of course, any judgment can be set
aside by simple procedure.
I commend my suggestion as a way in
which to make more of the time of
traffic policeavaila'ble for controlling
traffic. Consideration should be given
to the methods used by the Sydney
police, particularly the system of using
loud speakers at places where traffic
offeoces are committed regularly. By
this means police indicate to motorists
that they are comm-itting breaches of
the regulations.
Mr. CAIN.-One could take the matter
further and issue "on the spot"
summonses.
Mr. RYLAH.-l do not like the principle underlying that method, but I am
prepared to support the "owner-onus"
suggestion of the honorable member
for Melbourne to combat parking
offences within the city limits. All
the nonsense that occurs in relation
to the renewal of registration stickers
wastes time.
In other States, I
understand, the new sticker is posted to
the motorist who puts it on his vehicle.
In Victoria one has to fill in an appUcation form and state the most convenient
police station at which one can obtain
the sticker. The Motor Registration
Branch tells the motorist when the
sticker will be available, but i'f the
motorist forgets to go to the station, the
branch sends him a reminder. At the
local police station, an officer has to
enter in a book the fact that he has
received a sticker for a certain car, and
he must send forward a return each
week of stickers not collected on the due
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date. Then an officer at the Motor
Registration Branch checks the return
and .sends reminders to defaulting
motorists. When one goes to a p~lice
station to receive the new registration
sticker, the officer on duty has to obt.ain
the sticker, a razor blade with which to
remove the old sticker, and a tin of
water and a squeegee to attach the new
sticker to the windscreen of the car.
The police officer then proceeds to the
motorcar, scrapes off file old sticker and
puts on the new one, and later submits a
return to the ·:Motor Registration Branch
stating that the sticker has been duly
stuck at the appropriate time.
Mr. CAIN.-Is it not also the duty of
the police officer to check the number of
the engine?

Mr. RYLAH.-That is so. Something
should be done to eliminate file type of
work to which I have referred. Many
more examples could be given. An in~estigation should be made immediately
In to
the system of administra tion
whereby the authority to institute
prosecutions is carried out in a manner
worthy of the worst divisional headqua~ters in peace time. In the simplest
of prosecutions, it is now necessary for
the individual officer to refer the matter
to his boss, who passes it to some one
else, and then it goes to another person
before a decision is reached. If an
officer of the Police Force is promoted to
the rank of sergeant in charge of a
station, he should be authorized to decide whether a prosecution should he
launched. Some responsibility can be reposed in senior police officers. I offer
these suggestions so that an effort can
be made to have the services of members
of the Police Force made available in the
ways in which they are most needed.
One avenue in which they are most
urgently needed is to educate the decent
driver and to prosecute the careless or
. callous driver in order to reduce the
traffic toll.
I propose to refer to another matter
because of the curious answer furnished
to a question I asked the Chief Secretary
last week. In August of last year the
Chief Secretary's Department, at my
suggestion, had an inspection made of
hotels throughout the State to ascertain
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whether rooms were being made available to the public. Certain honorable
members examined with me the file relating to those inspections. From it some
interesting information was gleaned.
One naive licensing inspector lumped togetherall the hotels in his district and
stated, in effect, "The law is being carried out in my area," when it was
fairly obvious that the law was not
being carried out. An energetic licensing inspector reported to this effect, "I
found that certain rooms in these
premises were not being used and made
certain recommendations in regard to
repairs being effected, and I propose to
go back within a short time and see if
those repairs have been carried out." An
honest licensing inspector in the country
went to one hotel, made an inspection,
and reported, "Hotel now under new
management, previous owner did not believe in letting rooms, but believe this
situation will now change."
I consider that the information to be
obtained from a fresh survey would be
extremely valuable, if used. Late last
year before the House adjourned for the
recess, I suggested to the Chief Secretary
that a check be made of some of the
hotels which were obviously being disciplined by licensing inspectors. I do
not know whether action was taken or
not; I believe it was not. There are,
close to Parliament House, hotels, the
licensees of which boast that they have
not let a room for the last ten years and
do not intend to let rooms. They are
flagrantly breaking the law, and nobody
is doing anything about the matter.
Mr. SUTTON.-I consider that that
statement is a gross exaggeration.
Mr. RYLAH.-It is a pity that th~
honorable member for Albert Park did
not further pursue his examination of
the file, to which I have referred, with
me. If he had done so, he would have
gained some information which might
have opened even his eyes. Last week
I asked the Chief Secretary this
questionWhether
licensing
inspectors
have
recently surveyed or taken a census of
hotel accommodation available in this
State, as was done in August and September,
1951; if so, whether he will make availablp.
the results of such surveyor census?
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His answer wasNo further survey has been taken, as
such does not necessarily give any proper
assessment of accommodation available. A
survey 'taken in winter months would disclose an entirely different position from
that existing in the summer months, particularly at holiday and seaside resorts,
whilst the demands throughout the State
vary considerably according to local
interests.

That answer is so fatuous that I suggest it was not prepared by the Chief
Secretary; it is evasive and does not
face up to the problem. It is interesting
to note that in the last survey taken a
number of hotelkeepers offered the
excuse that the rooms were then vacant
but would soon be occupied as Melbourne show time was approaching. If
an examination of hotel rooms were
made at present, the evidence would be
available, as it was available last year,
that not only are these rooms vacant,
but nobody intends to use many of them
and they have not been. used for many
months. Consideration should be given
to making another surveyor even a
check spot inspection. I asked the Chief
Secretary a further questionIf no such survey has been made 01'
census taken, whether he will arrange for
an investigation to be made to ascertain
the number of hotel rooms and beds vacant,
and the reasons for such vacancies?

The Chief Secretary repliedI have recently suggested to the
Licensing Court that it consider the
desirability of appointing its own inspectorial staff to advise both the. court an:!
licensees from the aspect of provision and
maintenance of proper amenities for the
travelling public. Police officers have their
own departmental work to perform in
addition to their duties as licensing inspectors, and in this latter office are mainly
concerned with breaches of the law in
respect of the liquor trade.

Who gave that direction? Who directs
the Police Force that its members shall
concern themselves with offences against
one particular part of the Act and not
the other parts? Licensing inspectors
should carry out the whole of their duties
specified in the Act. It is absolutely
ridiculous to suggest that a police officer,
acting as a licensing inspector to
ascertain whether there has been a
breach of the' sale of "grog," should
not at the same time ascertain whether
there has been a breach of the law
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relating to the letting of rooms and
making accommodation avaHable to the
public. The answer given by the Chief
Secretary is too ridiculous to he taken
seriously by the House.
Mr. GALVIN.-Police officers in the
electorate which I represent have
annoyed hotelkeepers and have been
chasing patrons of bars out at 6.10 p.m.
and" catching" them.
Mr. RYLAH.-Adopting the remark
of the honorable member for Bendigo,
may I say that the time between
5.30 p.m. and 6.10 p.m. could be usefully
spent by the police in having a look at
the hotel register and ascertaining
whether any rooms have been let that
day or are likely to be let for the next
fortnight. My statements do not apply
to every hotel, and probably no member
of this Chamber would be unreasonable
enough to suggest that that is my allegation, but it applies in many hotels in the
State. Obviously, the travelling public
are not being treated fairly, and what
makes it worse is that the law is being
administered discriminately.
If one
hotelkeeper is compelled to provide
accommodation, it is reasonable that the
person competing with him in the same
town should also be made to comply
with the law.
I submi t this suggestion to the
Government as a means of assisting the
travelling public and easing the
accommodation problem.
I ask the
Minister of State Development to be
good enough to ascertain from the
Minister of Housing whether he accepted
the offer of a hotel licensee in one of
the sij.burbs of Melbourne to make available to the Housing Commission, for the
purpose of accommodating persons
unable to get accommodation, a complete
floor of 50 rooms.
Mr. CORRIGAN (Port Melbourne).I have listened with interest to what
other members have said, and I am in
agreement with many of the points they
have made. I 'am disappointed, however,
that no mention has been made of provision for the needs of aged persons in
the community. My predecessors in the
Port Melbourne electorate took an active
interest in all affairs of the State and
were particularly concerned about the

I
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plight of aged people. I have endeavoured
to carryon the work they started, because I realize the need for immediate
aid for those people.
I feel ,that as the representatives of
the people in Parliament we have
failed in our duty to that ;section, who, first, when they seek
an old-age pension, are subjected to an
unfair means test and, secondly, are
granted a pension which, in most
instances, is inadequate to sustain them
at present-day standards.
Little has
been done to ensure to worthy aged persons that happiness, security, and contentment they so richly deserve.
In recent weeks the housing of aged
persons has been brought particularly
to my attention by tenants who have
received notice;to vacate the premises
they 'at present occupy, or have been
evicted. I have endeavoured to secure
other accommodation for them, but I
find it is practically impossible. They
are not eligible for Housing Commission
homes; they cannot avail themselves of
emergency accommodation provided for
persons who find themselves, homeless,
and the result has been that many have
been forced to enter State in'Stitutions.
Offers have been made for aged people
to share rooms, but investigations in
many instances have disclosed that the
accommodation was inadequate and that
the necessary amenities were not available. In one ,case, an 'aged couple had
been evicted and, although the husband
was able to obtain satisfactory accommodation for hi'S wife, he was unable to
obtain a room for himself, with the
result that he had to become an inmate
of a State institution. It is the 'duty of
Parliament to make adequate provision
for the housing of the aged people who
did so much to make this the great
country it is to-day.
Throughout· Victoria
there
are
thousands of aged couples who, to ret'ain
their independence, are prepared to pay
a just rent for a home or for rooms, but
they cannot find 'accommodation.
Institutions are satisfactory for the care of
aged people who, because of in heaHh,
are unable to care for themselves, but
every effort should be made to house
together physically, healthy aged couples.
The Governmen t recen tly acquired
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.. Lotus Lodge," at Rosebud, at a cost of should do something immediately for
approximately £61,000,
to provide these people. It had not been my inaccommodation for 106 aged or invalid tention to address the Committee so soon
persons. That was a satisfactory tem- after my return as a member of this
porary measure, but it would be totally House, but I felt called upon to avail
wrong to adopt the system permanently. myself of the earliest possible opportunity
Special housing units should be built to to carry out my duty to a very deaccommodate that class of people at serving section of the community.
reasonable cost, as has been done in I hope the Government will take notice
other parts of the world. Individual and do something as quickly as possible
units should be built in suitable areas in in the interests of our aged citizens.
which aged couples could live in happiI thank members on both sides of the
ness and contentment. With any group
House
for the attentive hearing they
of units it would be necessary to construct an infirmary. By such means we have given me during my short but
would be able to solve one -of the greatest nevertheless sincere maiden speech. I
problems I have found in my electorate trust that at all times I shall be able
among ,this class of persons-the to' extend to them the same courtesy.
problem of lone'lin'ess, _due to the hus- It has been very pleasing to me to have
band and wife being separated against this opportunity because I can now say
tha t I have spoken in the same
their wishes.
Auxiliaries and religious organizations Parliament as did my predecessor, my
have done splendid work among the respected father.
class to which I refer but, because of
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT (Caulfield).
lack of adequate finance, they are unable
-May I begin by most sincerely conto offer a permanent solution of the
problem.
In European countries the gratulating the honorable member for
authorities ensure that aged couples are Port Melbourne on his extremely
not separated, whereas in Victoria they humane, genuine and natural speech.
are. By grouping aged people it would I assure him that I am not in any way
be possible for the auxiliaries and patronizIng or condescend~ng when I say
relatives to visit and entertain them. that if he maintains the standard he has
displayed he will always command the
Recently in my electorate, a tenant attention of every member of this House.
aged 88 years produced to me a solicitor's The subject to which he addressed himletter intimating that the owner wanted seU has been among the foremost in the
the home for his wife, his three child- minds of aH other members.
ren, and himself. The wife of the tenant
was aged 79 years and had been a cripple
There are four matters to which I
for 50 years. During the twenty years should like to make brief references. In
they had occupied the home they did not the first place, on page 18 of the Sup..
owe one penny for rent. The owner, plementary Estimates, I notice with conand his wife and three children, were siderable gratification that the Governliving in a room, and I predict that when ment has made the sum of £1,100 availthe case comes before the court the aged able to the Empire Youth Movement. On
tenant and his wife will be evicted. that one line, which to qle is of great
Where will they be housed? Probably significance, I desire to offer a suggestion
they will have to seek accommodation in to the Government. Possibly not many
a Sta'te institution.
members of the public, or even of this
Mr. MUTTO'N.-Are you aware that in House, are aware of the genesis of the
Western Australia, out of profits from Empire Youth Movement and the imthe State lottery, homes for aged people portant part it is playing, as its name
are provided?
suggests, in becoming an Empire rallyMr. CORRIGAN.-I understand that ing force for youth. This organization
is so. I invite other members to narrate was born at the time of the coronation
their experience of this problem in the of the late King George VI. in May, 1937,
districts they represent and to join with when, unprecedentedly in the history of
me in my demand that the Government the Empire, representatives of every

860

Supplementary Estimates [ASSEMBLY.J

youth organization throughout a wide·
spread-a world-wide--Empire went to
London for the coronation festivities. No
fewer than 10,000 boys and girls,
representing the youth of many lands
and having diverse languages and colour,
were present in London for that
extremely important and unique occasion. At a big rally of youth in the
Albert Hall, London when significantly
enough, Lord (then Mr.) Baldwin made
his last speech as Prime Minister, there
was sown the seed of the idea of having
this Empire yo~th organization develop
into a real entity in the interests of the
youth of the future throughout the
Empire.
This wonderful organization makes a
practical appearance once a year on the
24th of May when Empire youth rallies
are held in Melbo~rne and elsewhere;
but between Queen Victoria's birthday
in May of one year and the same date
in the next year little or nothing is
heard of the Empire Youth Movement,
except by those who are closely associated with it. I suggest that as far as
youth is concerned the British Empire
is emerging into a completely new agean age in which the emphasis is on
youth. Fittingly enough, this Empire
youth age, as I term it, will be consummated with the coronation of our
young Queen next year. I wish to
suggest that the Government should
initiate in Victoria a movement, the
object of which should be to send a
representative <:>f Victorian youth to the
coming coronation, as was done for the
coronation of King George VI.
I am only one of many who are grati·fled that the Government has already
di'splayed' its interes1t in the movement
by granting a sum of £1,100, and I hope
that it will also take a lead in what could
be an Empire crusade for youth. The
present is by no means inopportune for
the inauguration of a plan to send Home
a contingent from Victoria, and I am
certain that the idea would. become
Empire-wide, resu'lting ultimat~ly in the
forma,tion of 'an EmpIre contingent of
youth for the coronation in England in
June next year. There is a period of
twelve mon1ths in which to make
preparation, and I think a good deal
could be done in the meantime, and that
Lieut.-Colonel Dennett.
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the proposal would be takpn up with
enthusiasm by all youth organizations
in this State, boy scouts, girl guides,
schools, and so on. They could conduct
competitions to decide who should represent their organizations. I am convinced that if some one gives the lead
the proposal would eventually blossom
into a youth movement that would be
,e{,cellent for thp. part.icipants and for
the State. I am willing to play any part
in assisting the Government or any youth
organization in this direction. If the
scheme were launched it would -spread
like wildfire throughout the Empire,
leading to a representation of Commonwealth youth, including Victorians, at
the coronation.
I cannot resist the temptation to speak
again about firewood supplies. I find
that a sum of no less than £58,600
appears in the Supplementary Estimates, and presuma:bly it is for the procurement of firewood. I am not being
criti'cal, but J wish to repeat emphatically-as one of a number of members
of ,this Chamber who endeavour to give
the subject specialized study-that the
only solution of the firewood problem is
the release o'f briquettes for domestic
consumption.
No Minister or other
spokesman for the Government--even
among those in the Ministerial corner
party-has refuted the suggestion that
it is practicable to release at least some
quantity of briquettes for domestic use
in the metropo'litan area. It is unfair
that only those who have instaHed hotwater systems with the approval of the
State E)lectricity Commission can obtain
briquettes, apart from those engaged in
industry. Members who are most vociferous about the poor people who cannot
get firewood should listen to a suggestion
when it is made and should not oppose
it. I contend that it is practicable, because it has not been proved to me that
it is not.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-You referred to State
Electricity
Commission
hot-water
heaters. Were you c.orrect on that point?
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-I was referring to people who install State
Electricity Commission briquette-burning
hot-water systems.
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Mr. SHEPHERD.-There are other types
also, and people who use them are able to
get briquettes.
Lieut.-Colonel DEl'{NETT.-I am glad
to have that information; it supports my
suggestion that it should be possible for
a substantial quantity of briquettes to be
released for domestic use in the metropolitan area to ease the firewood position.
Mr. FULTON.-Why do you mention
only the metropolitan area? In some
country districts it is difficult to get firewood.
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT. - I understand that is so, but normally firewood
supplies can be obtained more easily in
the country districts. I am sure it was
gratifying to all members, as it was to
me, to hear an announcement over the
week-end that electricity quotas are to be
increased or restrictions eased. That was
the best piece of news we have had for a
long time.
I suggest that if the State
Electricity Commission pursues its progressive methods in the production of
briquettes in the same way as it is producing and releasing electricity, it should
be possible for an additional quantity of
briquettes to be released to ease the firewood position.
On page 31 of the Supplementary
Estimates it is indicated that assistance
to the extent of £5,000 was made
available last year to the Australian
R.ed Cross Society in connection with the
after-care treatment of poliomyelitis sufferers. I am glad to learn that although
the Government is having financial difficulties, it is helping that worthy organization. As honorable members are aware,
the Australian Red Cross Society has for
a long time been rendering a unique service to the community in the specialized
work of providing blood banks. According to the very active and energetic honorary chairman of the Victorian division
of that organization, Colonel Allan
Spowers, the society has now reached a
desperate financial position which may
cause it to reduce its activities in the
blood transfusion service.
On account of the society's shortage of
funds, it has been forced to reduce its
services to the community at the wrong
time. Members are aware that in no
other sphere of medical science has there
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been more progress lately than in that
branch which deals with plasma and
blood transfusions. Almost daily we read
of dramatic demonstrations of the wonders of this life-saving service. I suggest
to the Government that despite its
financial stringency, it should very
favourably consider a continuance of
assistance to enable the Australian Red
Cross Society to maintain that specialized
service in blood transfusions. I further
suggest that honorable members should
try to give a lead in this matter in their
own districts in which they have some
influence, and try to enlist more donors
to the blood bank service. In this
respect, the Australian Red Cross Society
is doing a far more wonderful job than
many of us realize. I reiterate my
appeal to the Government to give the
society as much monetary help as possible.
Mr. FULToN.-Do you know how much
the Government has helped the society
during the last two years?
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT.-I am not
saying that the Government has not
provided assistance.
Mr. FuLTON.-I think you are aware
that the Premier has made representations to the Commonwealth Government to grant more financial assistance
to the Australian Red Cross Society for
the purpose you have mentioned. Colonel
Spowers, with whom I have discussed
the matter, agrees that representations
should be made for additional help for
his society.
Lieut.-Colonel
DENNETT.-I
am
aware that the Premier has made representations to the Prime M'inister, and
that is one reason why I am mentioning
the matter. I desire that everything
possible be done to help the society in
this activity.
I turn now to the mundane subject of
trams for prams. There is nothing more
distressing to those who travel on city
and suburban trams and buses than to
see young mothers struggling with gocarts and perambulators to get on and
off trams. The tramways Board and
the Railway Department have helped in
a limited way, but I think much more
could be done. One frequently sees a
mother leading a child with one hand
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and pushing a perambulator with the
other, struggling to get through the
narrow entrance into a tram.
On certain hours during the day it i~
permissible to take perambulators on
trams, but it is always a distressing
sight to see an embarrassed mother trying to push a pram into the corner of
the vehicle out of the way of other
passengers.
I have observed what is
done in other countries, including New
Zealand, to help mothers who have to
travel with prams.
In New Zealand
trams are provided specially for the
carrying of prams. Hooks and bars are
attached outside the trams, at the back,
and in the front. Frequently, one will
see a tram approaching on which a
number of go-carts and perambulators
are hung on these hooks. It is an extraordinary sight, but it is a sensible
arrangement. The mothers and the
infants sit inside the tram in comfort.
I do not know why trams of that type
cannot be provided in this State to
elim .. nate the juggling and struggling to
which mothers are subjected in trying
to shuffle through the narrow entrances
to city and suburban trams. Why cannot a real pram-tram service be provided
on the main suburban lines to the main
shopping centres in Melbourne, including
such places as Chapel-street and Smithstreet? If that were done the mothers
could travel in that degree of comfort
to which they are entitled. The system
works well in New Zealand, and there
is no reason why it could not be adopted
in Victoria. Young mothers who are
burdened wHh parcels, pera.mbulators
and children should not be compelled to
struggle through the narrow aperture
in the ordinary tram.
A similar situation exists on the trains,
except that guards' vans are spaced at
intervals, and some of them are n'0t used
by the train crew. Those vans are
extremely useful for the conveyance of
prams because they are fitted with wide,
sliding doors. I suggest, however, that
there should be specially designated
trams for the carriage of prams on
certain lines. I d'0 not propose that these
trams should operate during peak hours;
no doubt, mothers would be happy to
travel between, say, 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.
Lieut.-Oolonel Dennett.

for 1951-52.

Hooks and bars should be fitted at the
front and at the rear of special trams so
that the perambulators may be carried
effectively. I commend my suggestion to
the Minister 'Of Water Supply, in the
knowledge that he will pass it on to the
Minister of Transport. I emphasize that,
if my suggestion is adopted, a valuable
service will be rendered to many mothers
who are now unable to travel t'0 shopping
areas because of the lack of adequate
facilities.
Mr. SUTTON (Albert Park) .-The
Department of Health has done valuable
w'0rk in the interests of two classes at
opposite ends of the age scale-pre-school
children and the sick and infirm aged.
Grants made by the Hospitals and
Charities Commission ,have been enormously beneficial in the case of these
latter, and it does not indicate undue
optimism to express the opinion that the
time is not distant when the provision of
homes of various kinds for them will be
regarded as one of the first charges on
a Government. In the meantime, there is
a branch of allied social service that is in
need of urgent departmental endorsement, stimulation and assistance. I
refer to what is known in England-and
in New Zealand, I believe--as "meals
on wheels." The Social Services Committee of South Melbouvne City Council,
whose territory covers part of my electorate, is giving consideration to the
practicalities of such a scheme, with
suitable adaptations to conditions and
circumstances.
So far as the research officer of the
Department of Social Services knows,
South Melbourne is the only city in
Australia which has made any effort to
take midday meals to old and infirm
people. It is pleasing :to have some
evidence, however, that several voluntary
organizations-for example, the Old
People's Welfare Council of Victoriaare interested in what is accepted as
commonplace in England. There, the
service is provided in many parts of the
country. Eligibility is determined by
inability to cO'0k and shop, infirmity, and
old age, but not by income or lack of it.
Ln that last respect, the provisions are
largely those of the emergency home
help scheme in Victoria.

Supplementary Estimates [8

JULY,

The basic unit of the meals
scheme
at
South
Melbourne
is
the Elderly Citizens' Club. This is
housed in a building-a converted
Army hut-the erection and equipment
of which on land provided by the council
was financed by the community through
the incomparable South Melbourne Community Chest. The members include
men and women; they elect their own
office-bearers, and run their own affairs
in accordance with a constitution and
rules approved by the council. A midday
meal of three courses is served to members at a cost of 1s. A chef is employed,
and she has the co-operation of a number
of members of the Home Help Auxiliary,
a band of women who were organized
primarily to help in the smooth working
of the Emergency Home Help Scheme.
Their work is entirely voluntary. The
only paid persons are the chef and a
regular assistant. The number of meals
served daily has increased in recent
months from 40 to nearly 60, and the
increase is progressive.
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National Council of Social Serviceillustrates for us how far Victoria and
each other Australian State lags behind
the Old Country in matters of social
sanities, decencies, and practical humanitarianism. The National Assistance Act,
the book states, empowers a local
authority " to make contributions to the
funds of any voluntary organization
whose activities consist of or include the
provision of recreation or meals for old
people."
The "local authority" at South Melbourne is ready and anxious to do that,
but its finances are severely restricted.
It, therefore, looks to the Ministry of
Health for a subsidy as soon as the
scheme comes into operation, and not
only that, it urges the Minister to say
to other municipal bodies, "Go and do
likewise."
The South Melbourne City Council is
one of only two councils' in the whole
of the Commonwealth of Australia that
employ social workers.' Miss Margaret
Todd, B.A., a social worker, has made a
survey of the meal needs of people in
the district, whose circumstances forbid
them to visit the Elderly Citizens' Club
for the midday meal, or whose ages preclude them from doing so. I now quote
the following words from her report--

The services obtainable at the club,
and the recreational facilities available
there, are prized by the elderly people,
many of whom-most of them, perhaps
-are pensioners who are living in rooms
and thus have poor or extremely limited
means of cooking meals. In the last
The value of the canteen at the ElderJy
few months a new feature has emerged, Citizens'
Club is ·beyonc question, but I feel
and it is principally this and its implica- that nutritious meals are needed even more
tions that I desire to bring to the notice by those old people who are too frail to be
of the Minister of Health. Inquiries able to go to the club for the meal. Many
people in a weakened state exist on d
disclosed that a high percentage of the old
diet which in itself would be sufficient to
aged or infirm people were confined to injure their health, and which is a major
their rooms and so were unable to make factor in contributing to their need for
use of the services supplied at the club. hospitalization. Meals for these old people
Kindly people made themselves respon- should prevent their need for hospital beds.
The almoner of Prince Henry's Hospital
sible for taking hot meals to them, and , considers
that this service' would be of great
from this action there developed a desire value and would enable Prince Henry's to
to organize a "meals on wheels" ser- discharge many patients to their homes at
vice on lines followed so beneficially in a much earlier date than would be possible
present. Diabetics, many of whom can
England, where subsidized voluntary at
eat a fairly normal diet, are among the
work, both inside and outside the frame- chronically ill who would be greatly helped.
work of the National Health Act, has
The meals on wheels" service seems to
been a marked characteristic of all be one of the most worth-while social services that can be offered old people, but
classes of citizens since the last war.
/I

A study of the book Age is Opportunity J which I commend to the Minister
if he is not already familiar with itit is published for the National Old
People's Welfare Committee by the

I think that young people as well as old
should be eligible for the scheme. Eligibility should be determined by the physical
condition of the person applying for it, and
recommendations should be accepted from
doctors, the District NurSing Society, and
almoners.
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The set-up would not be elaborate. It
would consist of a motor vehicle
equipped with hot plates or hot points
or wi th the special form of container used
in England which, in 1948, cost £7 14s.
there; and, of course, of a driver who
would deliver the meals at times previously arranged with the persons to be
served. But, whether elaborate or not,
the cost would not be negligible when all
the factors-foodstuffs, cooking, packaging, driving, delivering, wages, and so
on-were tabulated. It would certainly
be beyond the resources of the average
municipal council at present. To make
the scheme successful, it would be necessary for the councils to receive assistance from the Government.
I put it to the Minister of Health that
he give earnest consideration to the proposal with the view of encouraging councils either to establish or sponsor the
scheme, and I ask the honorable gentleman to announce as soon as possible the
terms under which councils will be empowered to make grants to voluntary
bodies to carryon the work or to accept
grants if they intend to do it themselves.
It is strongly felt that the subsidy should
be on the £2 for £1 basis. Perhaps the
best way of convincing the Minister of
Health and the Premier, who is also the
Treasurer, of the value of aged citizens'
clubs and kindred activ·ities would be
to invite them to visit South Melbourne
and to see for themselves what is taking
place there. I have much pleasure in
inviting the Minister of Health to do so,
and I extend a similar cordial invitation
to his senior colleague, the Premier.
In the course of the debate, reference
has been made to the subject of education. It is said that many thoughtful
people have acquired the habit of asking
each morning what new trouble there is
in the Education Department lest they
miss one that might be seriously detrimental to the interests of their children.
Although there is nothing inherently
wrong with the Department, this attitude
of apprehension and distrust is too deeprooted, too widespread, and too wellfounded to be set aside as mere fearful
thinking. It has recently been underlined by a circular telegram addressed to
members of both Houses by the Victorian
Mr. Button.

-,
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Federation of Mothers' Clubs, requesting
" urgent assistance to stop the alarming
drift in education."
I am not sure that" drift" is the most
exact term that could have been used,
and I suggest that" halt" or " hold-up"
would have been more appropriate. Progress in education has been halted by a
shortage in money for' expenditure on
new schools required in various parts
of the State-primary and secondary,
and technical. Other factors are the
need for improvement of existing school
buildings, the regular payment of subsidies to voluntary bodies working for
the welfare of pupils, and the provision
of suitable accommodation for teachers.
It is regrettable that all these points
add up to an indictment of a Government which, in two years, has expended
on education £10,000,000 more than its
predecessor expended in the two years
before the present Administration took
office. The points are indisputable and
they also form an indictment of
a Director of Education who is
notable for his progressiveness and
readiness to act on constructive suggestions. But there assuredly exists a
"drift," "haH," "hold-up," or whatever it should be called, and it seems
to be truly described as alarming. Not
only parents' associations say so, but also
teachers say so forthrightly, and they
should know. This is what the Teachers 7
Journal) the official organ of the Victorian
Teachers' Union, said in an editorial in
the June issueOn March 31 this year there were 10,349
permanent and temporary teachers in our
schools. But on the corresponding date last
year there were 10,401. This means that
we have 52 fewer teachers this year than
last. Yet we have approximately 15,000
more pupils!
A closer examination of these figures
brings to light the still more alarming fact
that the number of permanent teachers has
decreased from 8,870 to 8,694 during the
same period-a loss of 176. It has only
been an increase in temporary teachers
from 1,531 to 1,655 that has enabled the
total number of teachers to remain within
range of last year's figures. To put the
matter bluntly the greatly increasing school
population is being catered for by a decreasing teaching staff.
Is recruitment to the service going to
overcome this drastic state of affairs in
1953?
The answer unfortunately is a
definite" No." Last year 667 teachers left
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the service through retirements, resignations and deaths. This is about the average
annual wastage in the Department, and it
can be presumed that a similar number will
leave the service this year. Next year
approximately another 1,500 pupils will seek
enrolment in our schools.
From the primary and secondary training
colleges about 643 stude'11ts will commence
teaching at the beginning of next year.
That will not be sufficient to meet the
expected wastage of teachers. It will
therefore contribute nothing positive to the
staffing position in schools. With still more
pupils we are going to have still fewer
teachers. The staffing of schools is rapidly
reaching a chaotic state of affairs, and our
present rate of recruitment is not going to
do anything to ameliorate the position. The
position is desperate.

Some ameHoration may come about as
a result of the finding of the Teachers
Tribunal on claims m,ade by the Victorian
Teachers' Union, but as a decision is
pending I do not offer comment on those
matters. I applaud the statement the
Premier m·ade at the last conference of
the union in January that the tribunal is
"absolutely free and independent." I
sincerely hope the Premier continues to
realize the full significance of his words.
It is proper to rema!rk that higher salaries
and allowances and more attractive working ·conditions would help materially to
bring supply into reasonable consonance
wHlh demand.
Perhaps the problem is already in pro~eS's of solution on dismal lines.
The
recession that has set in-there are
indubitable signs of it-with its displacement of labour ·and its partial clos,ing up
of avenues through which too many
young people in recent years have hoped
to find permanent and lucrative jobs may
have the effect of turning attention to
teaching as a career. The ohairman of
the Teachers Tribunal, Mr. W. H.
Elwood, has said that teachers must have
a ,t call." DoubtleSts that is Largely true
if by " call" he ·meant " vocation," but I
would point out that in the days of the
Puritans and others from whom the
doctrine derives, it was always held that
those who we:re "called" comprised an
elect and that the economic pTosperity
that was supposed to accompany the
" calls" was an outwa:rd and visible sign
of divine approbation. TeacheIis in this
year of 1952 rook around in vain fOT
such a sign. It is realised that men and
women who teach have bodies as well as
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souls, and as Carlyle said of people in
England in his time, "if you prick them
they wiLl bleed." To render the "call "
efficacious, and to stimulate recruitment
to the service, it will be necessary to
make salaries, ,allowances, and working
conditions more attractive, to do away
with makeshift class-room accommodation, and to ensure that teachers sent
to country towns will be able to obtain
decent accommodation, as large numbers
of them do not, by buHding hostels, flats.
or houses for them in areas where accommodation is difficult to obtain and when.
obtained ha-s been unsatisfactory.
In
short words, but with long vision, we
must take Cinderella "Education" out
of the corner into which she has been
thrust, and make her alSsert her existence
to a wor1d that will care mo:re about her
when it knows more about her.
Education Week has been planned fOI
August, and it is hoped that it will go
some way to stimulate interest in our
schools of ·all types, but it,s aim will be
perverted if it is conducted solely or to
any extent merely to gloss over
deficiencies in the education system. The
public should be taken c.ompletely into the
confidence of the Education Department,
which should lead in proclaiming defects
and anomalies, the lag in recruitment,
the excessively large classes, out-of-date
class-rooms and so on, through a long and
growing list. From what I know of the
plans that are in COUlrse of preparation
I ·am confident that the Department will
not -shirk its duty.
The theme of Education Week is to be,
"Education is the nation's soundest
investment." To many intimately concerned, it will appear that the investment is miserably meagre. The Government should strain its financial resources
to the limit to make the investment giltedged.
Recently I spoke in the House on the
necessity for establishing an institute of
technology in Melbourne. I now renew
the representations, with a livelier expectation of success in view of an article
by Sir John Medley, former ViceChancellor of the University of Melbourne, published in the Age of the 7th
of June, 1952. After reviewing technological problems in Victoria and stressing our backwardness, he referred to the
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advances made in the technological and
technical education field in America. He
saidSomething has got to be done in Victoria
-and without delay. Discussions took place
a year or two ago, in the course of which
progress was made towards ·a scheme
whereby an institute of technology should
be founded based in the first instance upon
the existing engineering school at the university and housed on the university site.

He went on to sayWe simply cannot afford to lag behind
other countries in this area of development,
and we in Victoria cannot afford to lag
behind New South Wales and South Australia, which we are at present doing.

There, I suppose, we must leave the
question for the moment-a disastrously
long moment, I fear. In the midst of
our tribulations associated with education, we can reflect that, to some extent,
technical education in Victoria has made
some headway in the last few years, but
it still has an enormous leeway to
recover. One of the difficulties seems to
be that there is no general agreement
regarding when it should begin, that
is, when a pupil should pass from the
primary stage to the post-primary stage,
and it could be seriously doubted whether
teachers pay enough attention to the
requirements of industries, such as the
hotel industry and the guest-house industry, which provide creature comforts
and not a few of the graces of life.
For example, I wonder whether anything is done to incline intelligent boys
a.nd girls of school-leaving age towards
the profession of cooking.
I use the
word "profession" advisedly, for good
cooks are artists and not mere hashslingers, or "babbling brooks"-to revive
the colloquialism of the shearing shedsuch as too many highly paid cooks are
to-day. It ought to be appreciated that a
new chapter in accommodation history
is now being opened in preparation for
the Olympic Games to be held in Melbourne in 1'95,6, and by the announcement that the Building Directorate will
issue buiLding permits to hotelkeepers
desiring to improve the house sections
of their premises.
What will be the
community value of better hotels when
we get them if the service to be obtained
in them is not correspondingly better,
though it is now by no. means as poor
a:-; certain capricious critics allege?
Mr. Sutton.
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If America is experiencing a shortage
of capable cooks-and that it is an
article in the United States hotel industry's magazine, Hotel Monthly} makes
clear-what prospect have we in Victoria
of obtaining uniformly better meal service unless we take a leaf from the
American book-in this case the American magazine-and encourage intelligent
boys and girls of the high school level to
enter such institutions as the William
Angliss Food Trades School, which alone
in Melbourne provides facilities for
training cooks, just as a similar institution in Sydney is the only one in New
South Wales that does so? The need
for this type of education was emphasized last month before the Royal Commission on liquor in New South Wales
by the Secretary of the Department of
Tourist Activities and Immigration, Mr.
Harold E. Best, who was thanked by the
Commissioner, Mr. Justice Maxwell, for
giving what he called very valuable
evidence.
In Victoria, a realization of the need
for education of this nature should be
quickened by the fact that the Government, by increasing from 4 per cent. to
6 per cent. the licence fee payable by
hotelkeepers, is gathering considerable
revenue annually-vastly more than the
Chief Secretary discreetly allowed to be
understood when he submitted the
amending licensing Bill to the House last
year. As the fee is called a licensing
fee, the Government ought to furnish a
return to the industry in the form of
technical training.
Progress was reported.

EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES
(ATTACHMENT OF WAGES) BILL.
Mr. R. T. WHITE (Minister of State
Development).-I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

This is a Bill to amend Part VII. of
the Employers and Employees Act 1928.
Part VII. deals with the attachment of
wages for the purpose of enforcing a
judgment given bya court. The process
is commonly known as the garnisheeing
of wages. This form of enforcement of
judgments has been in operation for
many years, but since the year 1898 in
this State a certain proportion of the
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amount of wages due to a "clerk, servant, labourer or workman," which was
liable to be attached, has always been
exempted so that the judgment debtor
would not be deprived of the means of
subsistence whilst satisfying a judgment
which he had incurred.
In 1927, by the Wages Attachment
Act (now Part VII. of the 1928 Act),
protection was limited to married persons of the classes mentioned in the
1898 Act. The amount exempted by
the earlier Act was £2 a week and this
was raised by the 1927 Act to £3 a
week. It is proposed by this Bill to
raise the exemption to £7 a week. ~t
will be observed that the amount
exempted has under the earlier provisions generally been in the vicinity of
two-thirds of the basic wage, and it is
intended that approximately the same
proportion should now be preserved having regard to the current cost of living.
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Act No. 5004, section 8, which
authorised clerks of petty sessions to
issue a garnishee order nisi. I commend
the Bill to the House.
On the motion of Mr. LECKIE
(Evelyn), the debate was adjourned until
Tuesday, July 15.
TEACHING SERVICE (AMENDMENT)
BILL.
Sir ALBERT LIND
Lands).-I move-

(Minister

of

That this Bill be now read a second time.

This is a short measure for the purpose
of making two ,small amendments that
are considered necessary in the Teaching
Service Act 1946. Clause 2 provides
that for certain purposes temporary
members of the Teaching Service shall
be regarded as the equivalent of employees in the Public Service.

The same Acts have also provided
The Crown Solicitor has expressed the
that where a garnishee order was opinion that, although there is power in
obtained in execution of a judgment, an the Public Service Act to grant leave of
order for costs should not be made in absence to temporary members of the
favour of the judgment creditor unless Public Service, there is no power in the
the amount ordered in the garnishee Teaching Service Act to grant leave of
proceedings exceeded in 1898 the sum absence to temporary members of the
of £4, and in 1927 the sum of £5. It is Teaching Service. In the Public Service
now proposed that this amount should Act temporary members of the Public
be raised to £9.
Service are designated as employees. No
I shall briefly explain the clauses of such term as employee, however, is used
the Bill. Sub-clause (1) of clause 1 is in the Teaching Service Act, persons
the short title and construction. Sub· employed temporarily under that Act
clause (2) provides that the Act shall being known as temporary members of
come into operation on a date fixed by the Teaching Service. Section 60 of the
proclamation of the Governor in Council. Teaching Service Act provides that the
provisions of certain sections of the
Paragraphs (a) and (b) of sub-clause - Public Service Act, including sections 62
(1) of clause 2 amend section 68 of the and 64 relating to sick leave and longprincipal Act by providing that the service leave, shall extend and apply with
amount of wages to be exempted from respect to the Teaching Service. It also
a garnishee order shall be £7 a week in- provides that any reference in those
stead of £3 a week, and that the amount sections to an officer of the Public Service
to be exempted -from an order for costs shall be read as if it were a reference to
shall be £9 a week. Sub-clause (2) of a permanent member of the Teaching
clause 2 provides that the alterations Service. Owing, however, to an overmade by the preceding sub-clause shall sight when the Act was passed in 1946,
not apply in respect (If any garnishee it does not also provide that any reference
order nisi which has been made before to an employee in the Public Service
the commencement of this Act.
shall be read as if it were a refer.ence to
Clause 3 is a consequential amendment a temporary member of the Teaching
of section 67 following an amendment Service. The amendment proposed by
made to the Justices Act 1928 by clause 2 will remedy this oversight.
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I feel sure that honorable members
will agree with the principle that, for
such purposes as sick leave and longservice leave, temporary members of the
Teaching Service should be treated
similarly to temporary members of the
Public Service, especially in view of the
fact that this principle already applies
with respect to permanent members of
these Services.
The amendment proposed in cIause 3
is of a purely technical or machinery
na ture and is for the purpose of defining
more explicitly the powers of the
Governor in Council with respect to the
making of regulations relating to the
conduct and discipline of members of the
Teaching Service. The powers of the
Governor in Council toO make regulations
are defined in section 61 of the Teaching
Service Act. The point has been raised
that the existing regulations relating to
conduct and discipline are perhaps, in
some respects, of doubtful validity. The
proposed amendment will remove any
doubt in the matter.
The purpose of the Bill is to correct
apparent weaknesses in the Teaching
Service Act and to bring it into line with
the Public Service Act. It is affording
justice to members of the Teaching Service who are employed on a temporary
basis only. They do not enjoy the security
of employment available to 'permanent
members of the Service, and the Government has been thankful to receive their
assistance at a time when the utmost
difficulty has been experienced in obtaining teachers. It particularly appreciates
the action of many married female exteachers who were willing to give up
some of their home life to carryon this
noble work.
Brigadier TOVELL
(Brighton).The Minister has stated that this is a
smaH Bill, but it is of far-reaching importance. To enable it to be given the
care and attention it deserves, I moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

Sir ALBERT LIND (Minister of
Lands).-I do not think the debate
should be adjourned for more than one
week, but if the Opposition is not then
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ready to proceed, I shall be ready to cooperate and agree to any further adjournment necessary.
The motion for the adjournment of
the debate was agreed to, and the debate
was adjourned until Tuesday, July 15.
ADJOURNMENT.
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT: RESTORATION OF
SERVICES-FuNERAL BENEFIT ASSOCIATIONS: POSITION OF CONTRIBUTORSBARWON
RIVER
FLOODS:
PROPOSED
REMEDIAL MEASURES-TITLES OFFICE:
REGISTRATION OF TRANSFERS OF TITLES.

Sir ALBERT LIND
Lands) .-1 move-

(Minister

of

That the House, at its rising, adjourn until
to-morrow at half-past Three o'clock.

The motion was agreed to.
Sir ALBERT LIND
Lands) .-1 move-

(Minister

of

That the House do now adjourn.

Mr. SHEPHERD (Sunshine).-The
Railways Commissioners have announced
that the Department proposes to reinstate several badly needed train services
on country lines, to take effect from the
29th of July. Country people who have
been waiting for the restoration of those
services will welcome the announcement,
but I would direct the attention of the
Minister of Transport to the fact that
many suburban services that were curtailed about eight or nine months ago
have not been reinstated. On some lines
the service was cut by 25 per cent. In
many cases, electric train services that
were discontinued in peak loading hours
during the electric power restrictions
have not been reinstated. This has
caused inconvenience to regular passengers who used those services for periods
varying from 10 to 20 years, and
has resulted in increased passenger loads
on the existing trains.
The Railways Commissioners claimed
that it was at present impossible to reinstate the trains, and included in the novel
excuses given were statements that
adequate staff was not available and that
the union would not allow -its members
to exceed a certain amount of overtime.
If those conditions apply to the suburban
area, surely it is logical to suggest that
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they would apply equally to country
areas. The Commissioners seem to have
overcome the difficulty in regard to
country trains, and they intend to run
extra trains on certain days.
The
suburban services should be reinstated
at the earliest possible moment, and I
should like the Minister of Lands, who
is in charge of the House, to take up
this question with the -Minister of
Transport and the Railway Department. In many instances it is found
that cuts have been effected on
suburban lines where there is not a
great number of trains daily. If one
train out of twelve is taken off during
the off-peak periods, the effect is more
noticeable than it would be on many
other lines.
Brigadier TOVELL.-The time-table is
'worse than it was 50 years ago.
Mr. SIjEPHERD.-It may be. People
or. the St. Kilda line, which at onp. time
was considered equal in frequency to a
good tram service, are still waiting for
the reinstatement of suburban trains. I
again express the wish that the. Minister of Lands should discuss this
matter with the ,Minister of Transport.
There is no shortage of power at
presen t so far as electric traction is
concerned, and there should be sufficient men available for the reinstatement of trains.
Many of the houses
that were purchased in England and
€rected in Melbourne have been occupied by men who came from country
areas to train as electric train drivers.
A little encouragement from the Railways Commissioners in the direction
of reinstatement of suburban services
would be appreciated by people in
many parts of the metropolitan area.
I trust that my representations will bp.
,successful and that a full time-table
can be operated in the suburban area.
.a~ in the country districts, as from the
29th of July.
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tributors to such associations are undecided whether they should continue
to make payments or whether, if they
dr. not continue to pay, their contracts
n~ay be voided on that ground.
Those
most vitally affected are old-age pensioners, and as their payments are due
in fortnightly, monthly, or quarterly
periods, I consider it essential that
they should receive from the Government an indication as to the actual
position of the so-called funeral benefit
associations.
I emphasize that the
question is of an urgent character
because the people concerned do not
know whether tp -continue or discontinue payments. I trust that the matter
will be referred to the Chief Secretary
for elucidation and the information of
those concerned.
Mr. DUNN (Geelong).-I should like
to bring under the notice of the Government a matter that is of great concern.
not only to myself but also to the people
of Geelong and district, particularly
those who live adjacent to the Barwon
river. I suppose all honorable members
have learned from the press of the great
devastation and suffering caused by the
recen t floods. I desire to suggest to the
Government the advisability of examining the position as a whole, with the
view of obviating such devastation and
suffering in the years to come. To-day
in Geelong the presidents, or mayorsas the case may be--and the engineers
of the various shires and cities interested
have met to discuss this question which,
I presume they approached from their
respective viewpoints.
Undoubtedly,
many land holders and residents have
suffered considerably owing to the
unprecedented floods, and I urge the
Government to take prompt and effective action to cope with the situation.

I am able to speak with some authority
regarding the watershed of the Barwon
river, because I lived in that area when
Mr. MACK (Warrnambool). - Al- the forest was in its pristine state. One
though the Chief Secretary is not could walk through the forest as if
present, I propose to mention a matter one were walking through a cathedral.
of an urgent character. Under the There was no undergrowth, no erosion,
provisions of an Act passed not so long and no great flooding. The river was
ago, certain winding-up orders have 'supplied by nature with sufficient facilibeen issued in respect of funeral benefit ties to carry the water to the sea without
.associations.
People who are con- any of the tragic results that we have
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known recently; but what is the present breakwa ter was constructed originally
position? The water shed in many areas to keep the salt water from turning the
has been denuded bf forest growth and river brackish. The water finds its way
one result occurred recently when " half into Lake Connewarre. About 20 to 30
a mountain" fell into the Barwon river years ago there were hundreds or possibly
and formed a small lake. That is a form thousands of acres of arable land in the
of erosion and in course of time all the area. I know one farmer who had more
soil will be washed doWn and will settle than 200 acres of the finest onion land
on the bed of the river, possibly at Gee- but that 'land lis now covered with 2 feet
long or the Connewarre lake. The of brackish water. ~ Lake Connewarre·
Barwon is a splendid river, fed by an occupies about 16 square miles and its.
average annual rainfall in the Otway level has gradually risen commensurRanges, of from 70 to 75 inches; it may ately with the deposit of silt. That is
be 100 inches this year. The rainfall is why Barwon Heads is flooded. Erosion
constan t and the water runs off to the from the Otway 'Ranges causing the
sea. At all times and ~n all seasons there silt,ing of the bed of the lake is an
is a stable run-off of water that is going important factor. Possibly the amount
of land which could be reclaimed would
to waste. What do we S'ee?
repay the capital cost of making the
Mr. BOLTE.-We see the sea.
river safe from floods.
Mr. DUNN.-This is not a laughing
I urge the Government to consider
matter. If there have been any people
:r:ny
request that the problem be investi-·
in this State adversely affected by these
gated
by the State Development Comconditions, they are in the Western
District in which the honorable member mittee, or some other appropriate body,
for Hampden is interested. During the competent to give technical advice, from.
Legislative Council elections I was in- an engineering and factual stand-·
formed that the successful candidate for point, as to what measures should be
the South-Western Province-the Honor- taken from the source of the river to its,
able D. P. J. Ferguson-booked a room entrance to the sea, to protect the lands,
a t the Lismore Hotel. When he went and to enable water that is now wasted
to the bathroom he found a notice " Do to be put to a useful purpose.
not use the bath." When he asked the
Brigadier TOVELL
(Brighton).hotelkeeper the reason, the reply was,
"We are depending on our tank. We I direct the attention of .the House to the·
have just enough water to see us through delay's which occur in the Titles Office,
for ordinary purposes apart from baths." in the registration of transfers of titles.
This notwithstanding that his car was The matter has been ra1sed in th~s House·
almost bogged getting to the hotel. on mail1Y occasions in recent years.
Returning to the question of Barwon Members have been a's:sured that
river, I would point out that every additionaJ staff and ~proved machinery
freshet brings' down silt. I would ask have been provided in an endeavour to,
the Government to consider the advisa- speed up the transfers. Nevertheless,
bility of instructing the State Develop- long delays occur before some transfers'
ment Committee, as the appropriate body, . are completed. In some cases it does,
to investigate the general question of the not matter whether a transfer is dealt
conservation of the water and the with in one or two or three years, but
reclamation of land. As I have already
indicated, the Barwon river has its in other instances it is important that a.
source in the Otway Ranges. It flows title be transferred within a few months.
down through the plain country and Specific 'cases have been brought to my
passes through Geelong where, as is nO'tice in which a period of more than 12
generally known, certain rowing events months has elapsed between the lodging
are held. Every freshet puts a few of the documents and the 0Ompletion of
inches to a few feet of silt on the bed of the transfer. I ask the Attorney-General
the river because there is a 4-feet break- to look 'into the matter with a view to
water that holds back the water. That having the work expedited.

Adjournment.

[8

JULY,

Sir ALBERT LIND (Minister of
Lands).-The honDrable member fDr
Sunshine referred to. the imprDved train
services to. Dperate dn the country aftelf
the end of this mDnth and expressed the
desiore that Iservices in the metropDlitan
area also should be improved. It is
appreciated that for some time past the
train ,services have not been all that
ha"s been desired, but I assure members
that, although the country :services will
not be restored to what they were some
years ago, .there will in future be an
improvement. I shall ask the Minister
of 'f.ransport to go in to the matter to
see what can be dDne.
The honorable member fDr Warrnambool ,raised the question of funeral
benefits.
Doubtless, he had in mind
legislation which was passed recently by
this Parliament. I have madenDtes of
the specifi,c cases mentioned by the hDnorable membe1r, which I ,shall bring to the
notice of. the Chief Secretary when he
returns to Melbourne.
The honorable'
member for Geelong ,spDke concerning the
recent flooding of the Barwon :riVel.r. I
might mention that I am interested in
that river, because as a young man I
did a lot of rowing on it. I have noticed
the damage tihat has been done in recent
yeaI'ls by flooding. The hDnorable member refeI'iI'ed to the breakwater constructed on the Barwon. As a matter
of f,act, a GDvernment with which I was
associated had something to do in
restoring it, in order t'O keep back the
salt water frDm the sea. At that time
the 'SurrDunding cDuntry was becDming
very saline and was going out of
productiDn.
Under legtslatiDn which is now on the
statute-book, lTiver improvement trust,s
can be constituted fDr .the purpDse Df
formulating plans for the improvement
Df rivers. In my electorate, I have had
experience of ·a great many' floods. FDr
every flODd that Dccurs on the Barwon
river there would probably be a dDzen
floods in the Snowy river. In :saying that
I am not trying to detract frDm the
selTiousness of -damage which the honorable member for Geelong has mentioned.
The destruction which was caused
~ecently by the flDOds throughout Victoria i,s a natiDnal catastrDphe, resulting
in enormous lDSS.
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I assure the honorable member that
if there is anything that call dDne t'O

achieve the lTesult he desires 'it will be
undertaken, although perhaps not in the
way he has suggested. Action might first
be taken through a loeal trust, 'if one is
constituted. IT would be supported by
the best technical expert'S in the emplDYment of the GDvernment. In that way it
should be possible to devise remedial
measures and t'O preven.t a 'recurrence of
the great national waste that has
occurred. I a·ssure the honorable member
that I am in cDmplete sympathy with
him 'in the representations he has made,
and I shall do all I can to help him.
Mr. MITCHELL (Attorney-General).
-In reply to. the honOITable ·member
for BrightDn, I desire to state that one
of the achievements of the Government
has been the vast improvement in the
work of the Titles Offi'ce. Not long ago.
20,000 ca'ses were waiting to be dealt
with, but that number has been reduced
by 6,000. Rpcently, the Government
received a letter from ,the Law Institute
of Victoria cDngratulating it on its actiDn
in reducing the time taken to deal with
a simple transfer. Such cases are now
.completed in abDut half the time previously taken to handle them, the aver-age
Hme for the completiDn of a transfer
being 56 daY'S instead of 104 days.
The Government aLso. arranged for
Mr. Jessup, the Registrar-General of
Deeds in SDuth Australia, to visit Victoria, and it obtained his advice on the
re-Drganization of the Titles Office. The
Statute Law Revision Committee later
visHed Adelaide and made an investigation of the system adopted in that
State. To. facilitate the work of the
Titles Office, some £7,000 is 'being spent
on new furniture, including the prDVISlQn of an index room whereby
the work of that office will be further
expedited. The lemp~'Oymen:t of parttime law students has helped materiaHy
in reducing the arrears of work. I assure
the hDnOITable member that the matter
is receiving the closest 'attentiDn of the
Government, which will continue its
efforts further to reduce the time taken
to. complete transfers of titles.
The motion was agreed to..
The House adjourned at 10.9 p.m.
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STATE INSTRUMENTALITIES.

Wednesday) July 9) 1952.

PURCHASE OF BUILDINGS.

The

SPEAKER

(Sir Archie Michaelis)

took the chair at 4.8 p.m. and read the
prayer.

For Mr. FRASER (Grant), Mr.
Dawnay-Mould asked the Minister of
State Development, for the Minister of
Public Works-

STATE RIVERS AND WATER
SUPPLY COMMISSION.

1. What was the total cost for the years
1950-51 and 1951-52, respectively, of renovations
and/or
additions,
to
buildings
occupied by Government and semi-Government Departments?

BIG EILDON WEIR: ALLOCATION OF
LOAN FUNDS: HOUSES FOR EMPLOYEES.

2. What is the estimated cost of such
works now in progress?

Mr. SMITH (Goulburn)
Minister of Water Supply-

3. How many buildings were purchaserl
by Government and/or semi-Government
Departments since 1st July, 1950, giving in
each instance-(a) the location of such
building; (b) the purpose for which it was
purchased; (0) the date of purchase; (d)
the purchase price; (e) the cost of alterations, renovations, and/or additions; and (I>
the date of' occupation by the Department
to which it was allotted?

asked the

1. How many homes at Eildon have been
vacated due to recent cuts in loan funds
causing the dismissal of employees engaged on the Eildon project, giving the cost
of erection of such homes?
2. How many homes in the course of
construction had to be abandoned, giving
the estimated cost of such homes?
3. Whether, in view of the value of the
Eildon project ,to Victoria, its importance
to land settlement, both soldier and civilian,
and contractual obligations to the Utah
Construction Company of America, the
Government will again make strong representations to the Loan Council for
addHional loan moneys to enable completion
of the project within the contracted time?
4. Whether, in the event of additional
loan moneys not being made available by
the Loan Council, the Government will take
steps for an approach to be made to the
International Bank for a dollar loan to
enable completion of this project?

Mr. BROSE (Minister of
Supply).-The answers ar~

Water

1. Three permanent type homes costing
on an average £2,800 each. Most of the
men put off had been accommodated in
hostels.
2. Work on 106 temporary type homes
had to be discontinued in 1951-52 because
of curtailment of funds. Of these, 70 will
be completed for occupation during 1952-53
leaving 36 pavtly constructed. The cost of
each complete temporary type house is
estimated at £1,830.
3. Representations are at present being
made in Canberra on this matter.
4. The State Government cannot obtain
loan moneys except through the Loan
Council.
The International Bank deals
only with the Commonwealth Government
which has announced that funds obtained
from the International Bank will be made
available to the States only through the
normal Loan Council allocations.

4. Whether it was necessary for tenants
and/or occupiers to vacate any of such
buildings; if so, how many people were
affected in each instance?

Mr. R. T. WHITE (Minister of State
Development) .-The information desired
is being obtained, and a reply will be
furnished to the honorable member as
early as practicable.
STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION.
KIEWA HYDRO-ELECTRIC SCHEME:
EXPENDITURE.

LOAN

For Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT (Caulfield), Brigadier Tovell asked the
Minister in Charge of Electrical Undertakings1. What amount of loan money had been
spent on the Kiewa hydro-electric project
as at the 30th of June, 1952?
2. What were the interest and sinking
fund payments, respectively, for the year
1951-52, on such loan expenditure?

Mr. R. T. WHITE (Minister of State
Development) .-On
behalf
of
the
Minister. in Charge of Electrical Undertakings, I would point out that the
information sought was supplied to the
honorable member for Caulfield on the
7th of July last.

Railway
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SOIL CONSERVATION AUTHORITY.
DISPOSITION OF STAFF.

For Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT (Caulfield), Brigadier Tovell asked the Minister for Conservation1. What total staff is employed by the Soil
Conservation Authority at "Heroncourt,"
corner of Cotham and Burke roads, Kew?
2. How many of the Authority's staff are
stationed in the country?

Mr. BROSE (Minister for Conservation}.-The answers are1. Thirteen, plus six executive, with duties
in country centres.
2. Ten, plus fifteen trainee and research
officers working but not yet stationed in
country centres.
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Sir HERBERT HYLAND (Minister
of Transport}.-It is well known by
members that when negotiations are proceeding for the purchase of land ,or property departmental files are not 'available
until ,the transactions have been ,concluded. If all the files sought by the honorable member had to be transported to
the table of the Library, they would load
fully two lorries. I am prepared to lay
on the· table of the Library any particular
file tha1t the honorable member desires
to peruse. If he wishes to delve into all
the files then he is invited to attend at
the Railway Offices for that purpose.
IMPORTED MOTOR CARS.
REGISTRATIONS.

RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
ACCIDENTS AT LEVEL CROSSINGS.

Mr. STONEHAM (Midlands) asked
the Minister of TransportWhether he will give consideration to the
appointment of a Select Committee of members of this House to inquire into and report
on the most appropriate measures to be
adopted to reduce the number of collisions
between motor vehicles and railway trains at
open level crossings?

Sir HERBERT HYLAND (Minister
of Transport}.-The question affects a
matter of Government policy, and I am
prepared to .place the suggestion of the
honorable member before Oabinet. There
are many cases pending and others sub
judice; therefore it might be difficult for
a Select Committee to start investigations
on this subject at present. Another important matter is the number of road
accidents that have occurred in Victoria.
It is not generally known that only 1.6
per cent. of Victorian road accidents last
year occurred at railway crossings.
Oabinet will consider the suggestion in
conjunction with a proposal that a Select
Committee should also inquire in to the
causes of road accidents generally.
ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR HOUSING.

Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dandenong)'
asked the Minister of TransportIf he will lay on the table of the Library

all files relating to the acquisition and/or
proposed acquisitlon by the Railways Commissioners of privately-owned land for the
purpose of erecting thereon imported precut houses, together with the Minister's
certificate of approval for each such acquisition or proposed acquisition?

Mr. SCULLY (Richmond) asked the
Chief SecretaryHow many of each of the following makes
of new automobiles have been registered
during each of the last five years:-" Rolls
Royce," "Jaguar," "Austin Sheerline,"
"Packard," "Buick," and" Humber Super
Snipe "?

Mr. R. T. WHITE (Minister of State
Development}.-On behalf of the Chief
Secretary, the fonowing answer is
furnished: The manufacturer's name and the type,
horsepower and weight of every motor car
registered are recorded for the purposes of
identification and assessment of the registration fee. However, no tabulation is made
of the number of cars of each particular
make or' trade name. It is regretted, therefore, that the information sought by the
honorable member is not readily available
and an examination of 530,000 registration
cards would have to be taken to obtain it.

LANDLORD AND TENANT ACT.
NUMBER OF EVICTION ORDERS.

Mr. SCULLY (Richmo'nd) asked the
A ttbrney-GeneralHow many eviction orders were granted
by the courts for the six months ended the
31st of December, 1951, and the 30th of
June, 1952, respectively, giving the district
in which each order was granted?

Mr. MITCHELL (Attorney-General).
-The answers are(a) The
number of eviction orders
granted during the six months ended the
31st of December, 1951, was 751. These
figures are for the courts in the metropolitan area and the courts at Dandenong
and Geelong.
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(b) The
number of eviction orders
granted in the same courts for the six
. months ended the 30th of June, 1952, was
596.

The following statement shows the courts
at which the orders were made:Six Months RU'Jing31st
December,
1951.

..
..

..
..

..

..
..

..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..

..
..
..
..
..

..
..
..
..

..

..
..

..

..
..

..

~Oth

June,

1952.

14
21
34
29
12
67
5
25
24
5
26
12
15
29
21
22
10
42
47
31
31
31

5
15
25
21
18
23
4
14
-16
7
39
10
21
33
15
13
19
27
23
19
28
19
10
4
38
13
35
2
8
27
25
1
19

11
11

30
17
24
7
8
32
32
9
17

MARKETING OF PRIMARY
PRODUCTS ACT.
CONSUMERS'

2. What reports (if any) have been
received from the Committee, giving the
date each was submitted and the subject
matter dealt with?
3. If he will lay such reports (if any) on
the table of the Library.

l\fr. MOSS (Minister of Agriculture).
-The answers are1. Mrs. H. Imray, (Chairman); Mrs. D.
E. Weeks; Mrs. J. T. Haynes; Mrs. N. S.

-

..
Box Hill
Brighton
..
Brunswick
..
Camberwell
..
Carlton
..
Caulfield
..
Cheltenham ..
..
Coburg
Collingwood ..
Dandenong
..
Fitzroy
..
Flemington
..
Footscray
..
Geelong
..
Hawthorn
..
Heidelberg
..
.,
Kew "
Malvern
..
Melbourne
..
Moonee Ponds
..
Northcote
North Melbourne
Oakleigh
..
Port Melbourne
Prahran
..
Preston
..
Richmond
..
Ringwo'od
..
Sandringham
South Melbourne
..
St. Kilda
Sunshine
..
Williamstown ..

Tenant Act.

COMMITTEE:

PERSONNEL

AND REPORTS.

Mr. SCULLY (Richmond) asked the
Minister of Agriculture1. Who are the members of the Consumers' Committee appointed under the
provisions of the Marketing of Primary
Products Act 1935, to report to the Minister
on the operations of the Egg, Potato, Onion,
Maize, and Chicory Boards, as affecting the
interests of consumers?

McNab; Miss L. V. Hall.
2. A report dated the 3rd of September,
1951, in regard to shortages in the supply
of potatoes.
3. Yes .

MINES (AMENDMENT) BILL.
Mr. MOSS (Minister of Mines).-J
moveThat this Bill be now read a second time .

This Bill, although not large, is an important piece of legislation as far as the
mining industry is concerned. The principal amendment, which is contained in
clause 4, deals with the provisions of the
Act relating t'O the safety and health of
persons engaged in the industry. In
August, 1949, a committee was set up by
the Minister of Mines to examine the
heaIth and safety provisions of the Mines
Act with a view to recommending amendments to bring the legislation into line
with the requirements of modern mining
practice. It comprised representatives of
the Australasian Institute of Mining and
Metallurgy, the Vict'orian Chamber of
Mines, the Australian W'Orkers Union and
the Department of Health, with the
Chief Mining Inspector as chairman.
The committee made a thorough
examination of the whole of the health
and safety provisions of the Mines Act
and compared them with the latest mining laws in other States of Australia
and, where necessary, with the mining
legislation of England, Canada, America,
and South Africa.
In presenting its
report, the committee submHted a comprehensive andan up-to-date set of rules
which, it recommended, should be substituted for the present rules contained
in section 410 of the Mines Act. The
suggested rules subs,tantially amend the
present rules.

•
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The committee also recommended that,
instead of including the new rules in
the Act, the Act be amended t9 provide
tha t the rules shall be made 'by the
Governor in Council as regulations, so
that 'in future they can be readily kept
up to date. At the present time, mining
opera tions are con trolled partly by the
rules in section 410 and partly by regulations made by the Governor in Council
under section 414.
The committee's
proposal win make the Governor in Council the authority for the whole of the
safety and health regulatiC?ns.·
The
Government is in agreement with the
committee's recommendation and clause
4 of the Bill now before the House makes
the necessary amendments to Division 2
of Part III. of the Mines Act. The other
amendments provided for in this Bill
are not the outcome of the committee's
report. The committee gave consideration only to the health and safety provisions of the Act.
In clause 2 of the Bill we deal with an
amendment to Division 9 of the Act
which relates to a breach of the labour
covenan t of a. mining lease. AU mining
1eases contain 'a covenant requiring the
holder to continuously employ a stated
number of men-the number being fixed
according to the size of the lease. Section 85 provides that if the holder of a
'mining lease does not comply with the
1abour covenant, any person holding a
miner's right may apply for the forfeiture of the lease. Provision is made in
.section 86 for a warden to hold a public
inquiry and forward a report and recommendation to the Minister of Mines.
Section 87 provides that if either party
]s dis sa tisfied with the recommendation
<of the warden, he may, within ten days
after such hearing, make a written
appeal to the Mjnister who may, if .he
thinks fit, hold 'a further public hearing.
Many instances have occurred, however,
where a warden has not forwarded his
reCbmmendation to the Minister until
more than ten days from the date of the
'hearing and the parties concerned thus
did not have an opportunity of lodging an
appeal in accordance wHh the ,provisions
·of the Act. To overcome this difficulty
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it is proposed to amend the relevant sections to provide that any appeal must be
lodged within 21 days after the receipt
of the Minister's notice of the effect of
the warden's recommendation.
Clause 3 amends sections 115 and 116
to give the Government power to sell
mine tailings to such 'bodies as the Railway Department and Country Roads
Board, and also to municipalities. Under
the provisions of these sections, all mining tailings left on Crown loand become
the property of the Crown and the
Governor in Council is given power,
subject to the regulations, to grant to
any person or corporation a licence to
remove such tailings.
The regulations
under this section provide that municipalities and Government Departments
shaH pay a royalty of 3d. a cubic yard
and other persons shall pay not more
than 2s. 6d. a cubic yard.
These tailings dumps are a valuable
source for supplies of gravel, metal and
sand for the use of municipalities and
certain Government Departments. The
present method of dealing with tailings
is not satisfactory to the Government
or to the municipalities. The Government is at present losing considerable
revenue because of the unauthorized
removal of tailings, through the inability of the Mines Department to police
the dumps. At the same time, municipalities are losing valuable sand and
gravel which they wish to conserve for
road-making purposes. District mining
inspectors have very large inspectorates
and it is not possible for them to prevent
theft of the tailings. On occasions the
Department has appointed caretakers at
certain dumps but this has not been
effective because the tailings have been
stolen at night. If the Government is
given power to sell tailings, a municipality could purchase dumps within its
municipal district, fence them to prevent
unauthorized removal and regulate
sales to the public so as to retain
sufficient material for its future use.
The amendment covered by clause 5
is to strengthen the powers of the
Department in relation to the safeguarding of dangerous open-cut' mines,
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quarries, and similar workings. The
present powers of the Department in
this respect are limited to a regulation
made under paragraph (n) of section
414 of the Mines Act. This regulation
provides that " open-cut workings
dangerous to the public shall be and
shall be kept securely fenced by the
lessee or owner thereof in such a manner
as an inspector of mines may require."
The Department obtained legal advice
as to its powers under this regulation.
The legal opinion was that the regulation was not very well designed for
securing its object, and it was suggested
that the most satisfactory way of dealing with the position would be to include
in the Mines Act a provision similar to
. section 591 of the Local Government
Act.
The maximum penalty for noncompliance with the present regulation
is a fine of £10, whereas under the proposed provision a penalty up to £50 may
be .imposed and the Minister will also
have power to authorize the Chief
Mining Inspector to have the work
carried out at the expense of the owner,
lessee or licensee of the open-cut
working. The new provision will also
apply to disused excavations. These are
not covered by the present regulation.
In recent years there have been many
instances of people, mostly young
children, falling into quarries and similar
excavations, often resulting in the death
or serious injury of the person concerned. Although it is recognized that
it is not practicable for quarry owners
to erect fences which will keep out all
persons, I think honorable members will
agree that it is reasonable that the
Department ~hould have power to require dangerous excavations to be fenced
in such a manner that small children
cannot
inadvertently
wander
into
them.
Clause 6 provides for the amendment
of section 433 to correct an anomalou~
position which now exists in relation to
the issue of permits to persons to take
charge of winding plants. In sub-section
Mr. Moss.

Bill.

(1) of section 433, it is provided that
only a person holding a first-class certificate as an engine driver can take charge
of the principal winding plant on a mine.
Sub-section (2) gives the Chief Mining
Inspector the power to grant permits to
persons over eighteen years of age to
take charge of and to drive any class of
winch fixed underground other than a
steam winch, or a winch being the
principal winding plant.
We thus have the position where the
Chief Mining Inspector can issue a permU to a person to drive a winch fixed
underground to raise or lower men, but
a similar winch hauling material out of
a quarry or other open-cut working is
required to be in charge of a person
holding a first-dass engine driver's certificate, because it is the principal winding plant. It is proposed to amend the
Act to give the Chief Inspector power to
grant permits to persons over 21 years
of age to take charge of and drive any
class of winch other than a steam winch
whether fixed underground or on the
surface of a mine.
Clause 7 relates to an amendment to
the Mines (Amendment) Act 1949.
Under section 3 of this Act, any mining
plant or other property left on an abandoned lease becomes the property of the
Crown unless it is removed within a
period of twelve months after the
abandonment or such further period as
the Minister, under special circumstances, may allow. Owing to an oversight, this provision was limited to plant
left on mining leases, whereas it should
also have covered plant left on abandoned
licences, such as water right licences
and licences to treat tailings. The amendment in clause 7 of the Bill will extend
the provisions of section 3 of the 1949
amendment Act to mining plant and
other property left on Crown land after
the.abandonment of licences issued under
the Mines Act.
As I men tioned earlier, the main
reason for this legislation is to improve
the safety and health provisions of the
mining legislation, and I feel that, in
this, I will have the whole-hearted sup~
port of all honorable members. The committee which reported to the Government in the matter was representative of
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all sections of the mining industry, and I
therefore think that its recommendations
will be acceptable to all interested ,parties.
Some one may ask why the Mines Act
is being amended at a time when there
is very little gold mining activity. The
answer is that, although gold mining in
this State is at present at a low ebb, the
branch of the 'industry concerned with
the mining of non-metallic minerals is
going through a period of increasing
activity.
While there are now fewer than a
1,000 men employed in the gold-mining
industry, the number engaged in the
mining of non-metallic minerals has
increased to approximately 4,000. It
might be m'entioned that the gold-mining
industry has passed through many
periods of recession, and it is possible
that another worth-while reviva'l may
not be very far distant. In these circumstances, I think honorable members
will agree that there is every need for
up-to-date mining legislation. I accordingly recommend the Bill to the House.
On the motion of Mr. NORMAN
(Leader of the Opposition), the debate
was adjourned until Wednesday, July 23.
FORESTS (EXCHANGE OF LANDS)
BILL.
Sir ALBERT LIND
Forests) .-1 move-

(Minister

of

That this Bill be now read a second time.

Honorable members are probably mindful of the fact that Bills of this type
have been brought before the House at
three-yearly intervals since 1928. As is
indicated by its title, the purpose of the
Bill ts to effect an exchange of lands
between the Forests Commission on the
one hand and the Lands Department on
the other. This exchange relates, of
course, to forest lands and Crown lands.
Honorable members are also aware that
for many years the Forests Commission
-and the Lands Department were not in
agreement on the exchange of lands. I
remember that at one time those Departments were at cross purposes to such an
extent that the Lands Department was
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holding hundreds of thousands of acres
of unalienated Crown lands that were
better suited for the purpose of forestry
than for land settlement.
Mr. OLDHAM.-Do you, in your dual
capacity of ,Minister of Forests and
Minister of Lands, have to write letters
to yourself?
Sir ALBERT LIND.-Yes. I shall
refer to that aspect of my dual capacity
a little later. I have never found
myself as Minister of Lands .agreeing
completely with myself as Minister of
Forests,
because
the
co-operation
between the two Departments, which
has been desired for so many years, has
not y~t been fully achieved. However,
both Departments are moving along the
road to that objective.
Mr. CAIN.-Not very fast.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-At any rate,
they are proceeding along that road
with a high degree of certainty. As I
said before, there was a time when the
Forests Commission and the Lands
Department were not in agreement concerning the exchange of lands. The
time came when the two Departments
were placed under the control of the
one Minister. Then, after legislation
providing for these exchanges of lands
was enacted, the movement for greater
cohesion between these two Departments
was assisted' materially.
Since that
time, legislation for the exchange of
lands has been enacted periodically, but
it seems to me that in view of the extent to which agreement between the two
De'partments has developed, the reenactment of such legislation is a waste
of time.
If I may be parochial for a few
minutes, I shall refer to one area in my
own electorate. About two years ago
I was pleased to dedicate an area of
160,000 acres, situated about 40 miles
east of Orbost, for the purpose of
forestry. That was land which previously had been held as Crown land
but could have been made available at
any time if some one had sough tit for
settlement purposes. Even to-day some
people are in doubt as to whether I did
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the right thing or not, but I am very
happy about the decision I made. This
area was a particularly good one and I
am pleased to be able to say that no
fewer than six mills are about to be
established; also, a new township 'is
growing up there. I do not wish to
labour that aspect.
What applies to that area can be
applied also to many other parts of the
State. In the Western District there are
places such as Heytesbury, Beech Forest,
and ApoHo Bay, which contain large
tracts of country where the timber was
killed during the early days of settlement of the State. That land to-day is
not producing as much wealth as it could
if a substantial portion of it had been
reserved for forestry. A simHar situation
obtains in the district represented by the
honorable member for Portland, where
several thousands of acres were reserved
for forestry purposes, but the land was
only growing what is called heath, which
is a low scrub.
Mr. CAlN.-Did you hand that land
over to the Forests Department?
Sir ALBERT LIND.-No; it was forest
land until I had the pleasure of exchanging it for Crown land that was held
by the Lands Department for settlement
purposes and it is now growing firstclass forests. I visited the area ,recently,
in company with the honorable member
for Portland, and had the privilege of
laying a foundation stone' at Drumborg,
in the midst of what was once referred to
as heath country. That land is now well
developed and on ilt are settled some
comfortable and prosperous people.
Mr. CAlN.-That land is different from
the heath country in your electorate?
Sir ALBERT LIND.-It is different
altogether, but there is one factor in
common; it was being held for a purpose for which it was not best suited.
By the exchange of land between the
Forests Department and the Lands Department, according to its 'Suitability for
certain purposes, I hope that land utilization in this State will proceed in an
intelligent manner 'and in the best
interests of the nation. That is really
the purpose of the Bill. I am pleased to
say that Mr. Gerraty, chairman of the
Forests Commission, is at present abroad,
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and I believe he will do a real job of work
while overseas. Although there has been
a considerable degree of advancement in
the utilization of our timbers, the stage
has not yet been reached when wastage
of forests is avoided.
Bushfires still
cause great economic loss and are a
menace to the lives of residents in the
area'S where they occur.
The chairman of the Forests Commission is now with Lord Robinson,.
chairman of the British Forestry Department. Lord Robinson visited Victoria between three and four years
ago, and I then had the pleasure of
accompanying him to our timber areas.
I assure members that it was an education
for me to see the possibilities for better
utilization of our timber. At one stage.
Lord Robinson said he had heard some
people comment that our forests had
nearly di'Sappeared and that in a few
years' time there would be no timber
left. While in the Cann river district in
,East Gippsland, he said that he had
seen sufficient timber to satisfy him that
we had all we would need in the future
provided that we preserved and protected it in a way that would ensure that
the fullest possible recovery was
achieved. He suggested also that there
might be an oversea market for some of
our timber, which could be despatched
from Twofold Bay on the east coast of
Australia.
I now exhibit some samples which I
believe will interest honorable members.
The boards that now lie on the table of
the House were made at my request by
the Forests Products Division of the
CQmmonwealth Scientific and Industrial
nesearch Organization. Mr. Clarke, who
is in charge of that branch of the service,
was most gracious about the matter, as
were also his associates. The sample
which I am now holding is wall board
that has been made from our mountain
ash timber. It is worth looking at because
it is a beautiful sample of three-ply.
Mr. FRASER.-What is the price of that
wall board?
Sir ALBERT LIND.-I do not propose
to discuss the commercial aspect, but
I believe that product will compete
successfully with wall board manufactured overseas, if the business
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becomes established. I ask members:
Where in the world is there timber that
would make more beautiful wall board
than our mountain ash?
This sample
was made by slicing or peeling timber
1rom a log.
I now exhibit another sample board
which was made from sawdust-a commodity that is normally burnt every day
at the mills to get rid of it. This is a
beautiful board. Here is another sample
of what is known as core board; its core
is made from sawdust.
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-Were these samples made experimentally?
Sir ALBERT LIND.-Yes. In about
1938 or 1939, I made arrangements for
Messrs. Hancock and Gore of Brisbane
to peel some silver top and mountain ash
logs that were despatched from Victoria,
and that firm manufactured some very
beautiful pieces of three-ply from those
local timbers. For inspection by honorable members, I have something further
which has been made out of scrap.
There is' also a booklet published by a
firm which established itself here from
overseas within the last two years.
I
discussed with that firm the manufacture
of boards of the type exhibited. From
the prospectus, of which I have a copy,
it appears that an amount of about
£1,500,000 will be spent on head works
in the areas represented in this House
by the honorable members for Scoresby
and Mernda.
Industries will be established in this
State, therefore, for the manufacture
of these materials which I have displayed to honorable members. I have
quite a number of other specimen pieces
at the table. Each is labelled and I feel
sure honorable members will be interested to inspect them all.
The
chairman of the Forests Commission, Mr.
Gerraty, who is now in England, will be
touring the Continent of Europe to investigate industries of this character.
He will afterwards visit Canada also,
and there is no doubt that on his return
we shall be in a position to do something real in the direction of using
practically all the debris that is lying on
our forest floors to-day.
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I thought in 1936, when I had the
pleasure of piloting a Bill through this
House for the establishment of the industry of Australian Paper Manufacturers Ltd. at; Maryvale, that we would
then be in a position to use more of this
so-called waste timber. So far as that
is concerned, I am not altogether
disappointed.
Mr. GALVIN.-They use only the good
timber.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-I do not altogether agree. with the honorable
member, although up to a point his
contention may be correct. Since that
legislation was passed we have experienced the disastrous fires of 1939. I was
thankful and am still appreciative for
what the Australian Paper Manufacturers Ltd. did thereafter in regard to
the waste from the fire-killed timber,
which would otherwise have been a
complete loss.
Mr. GALVIN.-Those people have taken
some timber from the Otways.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-That was from
privately-controlled property. We have
no authority over that whatever.
Mr. GALVIN.-The man concerned was
Herbert Gepp, the forest despoiler.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-I do not think
the honorable member should say that.
Honorable members would be interested
if I gave them a statement showing the
quantity of mountain ash that has been
salvaged from the forests to the east of
Melbourne. We set out to get about
. 900,000,000 super. feet from those
ravaged areas, but we were fortunate
in discovering a 50 per cent. greater
total. We went on with the job of
salvaging until such time as the young
ash and woolly-butt had regenerated.
These young timbers got away to such
an extent that tremendous damage might
have been caused if we had continued
to pursue the operation. The young ash
has grown. since the fires of 1939 to a
height of 30 feet. We could not afford
to be pulling logs about and through
that beautiful young growth. Therefore,
Australian Paper Manufacturers Limited
did a wonderful job of work, and in that
regard I want to give fun credit where
it is due. However, some of the things
we should have liked to see accomplished
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did not eventuate; 'that is why we must
pursue this matter still further and even
beyond our own shores. I am convinced
that with the knowledge that Mr. Gerraty will acquire overseas we shall be on
the track of some big industries, established throughout Victoria, that will
utilize what was formerly not only waste
on the forests floor but also a real fire
menace.
The purpose of this Bill i'S to bring
about the intelligent exchange of lands
between the two Departments concerned.
We are moving t'o-day in a way that is
particularly heartening. There is no dissension; there are no differences between
the Departments at all. Practical men
with field knowledge, and with knowledge also of ,the many species of trees
and their commercial values, go out together and report on their findings. I
have yet to learn of one exchange so far
that has not been 'Supported by everyone who knew the area in question. Of
course, there will always be somebody
ready to find fault, some one who has a
lot to learn about the particular subject.
Mr. GALVIN.-You find that in ~very
thing.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-That is so. The
honorable member for Bendigo will not
be sur.prised, and the House will be
interested to learn, that as a result of a
recent visit to his constituency, among
those big dumps and ugly scars in the
mining area, when somebody wanted a
few acres in order to demonstrate how
to cover them with a growth of trees
which would prove of educational value
to the rising generation, a critic came to
light. I received a letter to-day from
that person containing scathing criticism
of the decision to grant the land for that
purpose. However, one meets with that
sort of experience now and again.
Mr. GALVIN.-Only from the Mines Department.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-It does not
worry me. In fact, it is a tonic.
Mr. GALVIN.-Tell them to write to
me.
Sir A~ERT LIND.-I would not want
the honorable memher's time to be
wasted. That kind of criticism, I am
sure, would not deter any member of this
House from doing what he believed to be
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the best for the forests of this State
and in the best interests of men desirous
of settling on our Crown lands. I know
how enthusiastic this House has always
been in connection with forests legislation. Therefore, I present this Bill with
the greatest confidence that it will be
speedily passed.
On the motion of Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT (Caulfield), the debate was adjourned until Wednesday, July 16.
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES FOR
1951-52.
The House went into Committee of
Supply for the further consideration of
the Supplementary Estimates for the
year 1951-52.
Mr. GUYE (Pol warth) .-1 wish to
refer to two matters and to make constructive suggestions to the Government
for consideration. The first is the vexed
question of fences adjoining disused
railway lines and partly-used lines.
Apparently the Railway Department has
the sole power of deciding whether it
shall be responsible for maintaining such
fencing.
Recently the Department,
owing to Lack of passengers, decided to
reduce the train service, which consisted
of a motor railcar, on one line in the
electorate which 1 represent. 1 consider
that it was justified in doing so. The
only traffic now using that line is one
goods train a week.
On behalf of a land owner in the district, 1 made representations to the
Department regarding the condition of
the fencing along the line, as it had
become dilapidated, and his stock were
getting out of his property and other
stock were getting in. The stereotype
reply issued by the Railway Department
on this subject is that the Department
is not willing to maintain the fences,
but it offers no objection to land owners
using any part of the material remaining
in the fences.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Exactly the
same type of answer was sent out when
you were Minister of Transport.
Mr. GUYE.-Fortunately, when 1 was
the Minister, this question was not submitted to me. No one knows better than
the Minister of Transport and other
country members that bad fences make
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bad neighbours. When the Housing
Commission acquires a property, it insists that the owner of adjoining land
shall pay half the cost of the fence
separating the allotments. I urge the
Government to amend the existing
legislation so that the Railway Department will become subject to the
provisions of the Fences Act and will
thus be responsible for half the maintenance cost of fences.
Of vital importance is the question of
the floods experienced in different parts
of the State recently. I shall make a
suggestion to the Government, and if it
is acted upon I think it will mitigate
some of the losses suffered. After the
floods in August of last year, the Government allocated to municipalities the
sum of £100,000 towards repairing the
damage. One municipality within my
electorate received the sum of £8,000,
which was exactly half the amount
estimated by the Country Roads Board
to be needed to cover the damage to
bridges washed away. So far as I know,
not one individual sufferer received from
Government funds compensation for
loss incurred.
In my constituency the only assistance
received by flood sufferers was provided
as a result of the efforts of the citizens
of the township of Birregurra, who
raised a sum of £3,000 to lessen the
losses suffered by these unfortunate
persons, and that amount was supplemented by gifts of stock. Probably
many members have had the distressing
experience of seeing, in the wake of a
bush fire or grass fire, persons gazing
upon the remains of their homes. Those
who have inspected flooded houses will
no doubt agree with me that damage
caused by flooding comes a fairly close
second to havoc resulting from fires.
Mr. FULToN.-Damage caused at
Walhalla was just as bad as flood damage
elsewhere.
Mr. GUYE.-I agree that it is tragic.
The Premier stated in the House last
week that damage caused by floods to
roads, bridges and railway embankments
was estimated at £1,500,000. In addition, severe losses were suffered by
individual persons. I offer a suggestion
which, if acted upon, will materially
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lessen the effects of flood damage. The
rivers and streams of Victoria should be
considered our most treasured and
valuable assets. Legislation relating to
river improvement trusts, passed in 1948,
is excellent in principle, but it is difficult
to form trusts.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-That has not
been the experience of the Government.
Mr. GUYE.-Last week the Minister
of Water Supply, replying to a question
which I asked, stated that eight trusts
were in operation.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-A large
number of river improvement trusts are
being formed.
Mr. GUYE.-I am referring to information supplied to me concerning the
number which have actually been
formed. Anyone who has seen the A von
river and the Snowy river in floodparticularly the latter-must admire
persons willing to serve on river improvement trusts. Such is the magnitude
of the job to be tackled that one gains
the impression that a company with the
resources of the Utah Construction
Company of Ameri'ca is needed to assist
in preventing further ravages by rivers.
In 1950, in company with the Minister
of Health, I inspected a region where
many 'acres of magnificent land had been
washed away in the Orbost district during
a period of floods. One farmer's house
stood about 200 yards from the normal
bank of the Snowy river, and during one
night the stream advanced to within 20
or 30 yards of it. He and his neighbours
did their. utmost to shift the house
before the land on which it stood
collapsed.
Reference has been made to the flooding of the Barwon river. Conditions in
the surrounding 'area have been brought
to ,the attention of successive Governments; approximately seven years ago
the Public Works CommIttee made an
inspection along the river, but did not
submit a repOrt to Parliament. I am
informed that the State Rivers andWater Supply Commission claimed that
there were no engineers available to
m'ake the necessary surveys for the implementation of the scheme that the
Public Works CommiHee suggested
should be carried out to improve the
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river flow. Due to increased settlement
and the depredations of erosion the
balance of nature on the Barwon river
has been upset. In places the river bed
has 'been almost filled with silt and
rubbish. At Gerangamete, an area of
about 2,000 acres of magnificent river
flats cannot be walked upon even in
summer months because willows, logs,
and silt have filled the bed of the river
to the extent that the water is diverted
over the flat country. Two miles lower
down the stream the summer flow is
reduced to a mere trickle and land
holders have to cut tracks down the
banks t'0 enable stock to get to the
water.
A t ,the request of land owners and local
municipalities, I have endeavoured to
have formed in the area a river improvement trust. There are three municipalities directly concerned, and it is
necessary for a local council to take the
initial steps to have a trust constituted.
A meeting of land holders affected must
be called which an officer of the State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission
would be directed to attend. I pay tribute
to ,the activities of Mr. H. G. Strom of
the Rivers and Streams Division in the
State Rivers and Water Supply C'Ommission who is prepared at any time to
explain to interested parties what steps
are necessary to form a river improvement trust. Unfortunately, each municipality along the Barwon river is waiting on the other to take the initial step,
while local property owners are waiting
to see what action is taken by land
holders higher up or lower down the
river. The River Improvemen1t Act contains a generous provision under which
the State will bear up to seven-eighths of
the cost once the trust has been formed,
and local people are required to contribute the balance.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Surely there is one
municipal council along the Barwon
river that is prepared t'O take the initiative.
Mr. GUYE.-One council did take preliminary steps for the formation of a
trust. Before that can be done, however,
the area must be specified. Different
ratings are determined in each trust
area in accordance with the benefits
derived, and the lowest is infinitesimal.
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TIle Otway Shire Council is responsible
for the upper reaches of the Barwon
river, which also flows through the
Colac, Winchelsea, and Leigh shires.
Near Geelong, the Geelong Waterworks
Trust becomes interested in the river.
Mr. BOLTE.-The main difficulty is that
the Geelong Wf:l.terworks Trust controls
some miles of the river.
Mr. GUYE.-At Barwon Head'S, the
local foreshore trust becomes involved;
each authority has a different opinion on
what should be done. Over the years,
no practical efforts have been made to
remedy the conditions that have been
responsible for the damage caused by
flooding. Each authority agrees that
something should be done, but none is
prepared to take the initial steps.
Mr. BROSE.-A river improvement
trust on the Latrobe river embraces three
municipalities.
Mr. BOLTE.-No surveys have been
undertaken on the Barwon river.
Mr. GUYE.-It should be the responsibility of the State to ensure that the
rivers -and streams are preserved for
future generations.
Only eight river
improvement trusts have been constituted
in Victoria, but others are in course of
formation. The State Rivers and Water
Supply C'Ommission i'S an extensive Department that employs qualified engineers, but it is not empowered to say
what action must be undertaken to
improve conditions on the Barwon river
or other rivers in Victoria. The Commission should be given that addHionaI
power.
Mr. BROSE.-Would you take the power
out 'Of the hands of the people?
Mr. GUYE.-It is the responsibility
of the State to ensure that the rivers and
streams in Victoria are adequately protected, ·and I hope the Minister 'Of Water
Supply will give serious consideration to
the representations I have made. Unless
action is taken immediately, there will be
a continuation of flood damage along the
Barwon river.
About 50 years ago, a
farmer owning property adjoining the
river used a single-furrow plough t'0 make
a cutting to drain a low portion of his
property. That drain has 3ince developed
into a cavern 3 chains wide and from 50
feet to 60 feet deep.
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Mr. BROsE.-That dass of farmer
should be protected against himself.
Mr. GUYE.-The local municipal engineer has estimated that millions of
ions of earth have been washed from
that cavern into the bed of the Barwon
river. Unfortunately that is only one of
a number of similar cases that can be
cited. Early last year, the river was
snagged at Winchel sea for the purpose
of building a swimming pool. When the
floods came in August, the depth of the
river bed along the part that had been
cleared was increased by 14 feet. That
is evidence, I suggest, of the fact that if
rivers are cleared of obstructions they
will cope with flood waters. I urge the
Government to consider giving power to
the State Rivers and Water Supply
Commission to undertake the work
required on the Barwon river.
Mr. GALVIN.-The Commission has the
necessary power.
Mr. GUYE.-The power is delegated
to river improvement trusts.
Mr. BOLTE.-A trust can only make
surveys.
Mr. GUYE.-I am not as interested
in the making of surveys as I am in
having remedial work done to our
streams. For all we know, we will experience more floods this year. Around
Birregurra one sees a picture of despair.
Land that formerly was magnificent
river flat country is now covered with
sludge and other· rubbish, in some cases
to a depth of 6 feet. I suppose some of
that overburden will never be removed.
When one considers the cash value of
the damage, one must agree that every
effort ought to be made to prevent floods.
I believe officers of the Commission
are the only people who can satisfactorily effect improvements to the Barwon
river. Along its banks flood damage
exceeding £40,000 was caused to industries, quite apart from the amount
of wages lost by employees. I pay
tribute to members of the Police Force
for the way in which they acted during
the floods. I wish to mention especially
Senior Constable J. R. Sexton, of Apollo
Bay, First Constable F. A. Atkinson, of
Birregurra, and First Constable D. A.
Bremner, of Forrest. The last-mentioned
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was the first person to inspect the landslide on the East Barwon river, a most
hazardous undertaking .. These officers
are highly thought of and their efforts
are greatly appreciated by local people.
I again urge the Government to ensure
that something practical is done to mitigate the loss that follows floods.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND (Minister
of Transport).-The matter of flood
damage . mentioned by the honorable
member for Polwarth comes under the
direction o~ the Minister of Water
Supply, but I wish to mention an experience in my own electorate to demonstrate to members what can be done to
overcome these difficulties. In the 1930's,
the Latrobe river was snagged, and
farmers in the locality of the stream
agreed to a rate being levied on the land
that was to be safeguarded. That rate
applied until the River Improvement
Act was passed in 1948. It was difficult
for interested people to ascertain the
exact position because one bank of a
river would be in one municipality, and
the opposite bank would be in another,
so it was not easy to determine which
authority was responsible for any
trouble that arose.
The legislatioa
clarified the position, and the Latrobe
River Improvement Trust was constituted, comprising representatives of the
Morwell, Traralgon and Rosedale municipalities. I think other councils will
also come into the scheme. The trust
has appointed its own engineer, and the
Rosedale shire secretary is also secretary
of the trust.
These people have got on with the job
of improving the Latrobe river. No
matter what may be the political colour
ofa Government, it is the generally
accepted policy to assist those who are
prepared to help themselves. The members of the Latrobe river trust have
helped themselves by appointing their
own engineer. When loan money became
scarce and the State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission could not assi'St the
trust to purchase machinery, interested
land owners agreed that, if necessary,
they would form a private company to
purchase £8,000 worth of machinery that
they would hire to the trust over the
years. They did not wish to make a
profit but wanted the work to proceed.

884

S'upplementary Estimates

[ASSEMBL Y.]

The stipulation was that they would
receive payments from the Commission
for the use of the machinery, because it
would be uneconomic to purchase £8,000
worth of machinery if it was allowed to
remain idle. I have merely mentioned
that case 10 illustrate what can be done
by river improvement trusts when local
people become enthusiastic in these
matters. During the recent fioods, the
Latrobe river took the excess water away
quickly, thus demonstrating the effectiveness of the improvement work carried out
along its banks.
I now wish to reply to queries raised
and statements m·ade in rela'tion to the
Railway Department.. In recent times,
it seems that there has always been an
open season for " shooting" the Department. Possibly the Victorian railways
are no better ,than similar 'Services in
other States, but the Victorian system
is doing a good job in difficult conditions.
The chairman of Commissioners, Mr. R.
G. Wishart, has worked all his lifetime in
the Department.
In 1940, he was
appointed a Commissioner by the then
Country party Government. I met Sir
Harold Clapp and mentioned Mr. Wishart's appointment. Sir Harold said,
"You could not obtain the services bf a
better man. Mr. Wishart has been
trained for the job and he will not let
you down." Later Mr. Wishart was
appointed chairman of the Railways
Commissioners by the Hollway Government, which also appointed Mr. A. G.
Fletcher 'as the second Commissioner and
Mr. O. G. Meyer as the third Commissioner. The Commissioners are most
conscientious and are doing excellent
work.
The Leader of the Opposition referred
to the accountancy 'System of the Department, in which, he asserted, certain
improvements should be effected. This
morning, I discussed the subject with
Mr. Wishart, who stated that the Commissioners will be pleased to discuss with
the Leader of the Opposition any suggestions that he has to proffer for the
improvement of the departmental
accountancy system.
Mr. NORMAN.-We have had long discussions on that aspect.
Sir Herbert HylGtnd.
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Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-I know
'that the honorable member was assistant
to Colonel Kent Hughes when he was
MinIster of Transport, and I am not belittling anything the honorable member
has said.
Mr. CAIN.-It appears that Mr. Hill's
article in to-day's Sun News-Pictorial
might be correct.
Sit HERBERT HYLAND.-If the
Leader of the Labour party believes all
that Mr. Hill writes, I am sorry for him.
It has been said that the Railway Department and the State Electricity Commission are concerns apart and that they
will not learn from anybody. However,
from my own knowledge I can say that
those who manage the railways are prepared to learn from anybody of any improvements that could be effected in the
railway system. On many occasions, it
has been suggested by various members
of Parliament, including myself, that it
would be desirable for the railways, if
it could be done, to separate the lines or
sections which earn a profit from those
which create a loss. In view of the
amount of the railways deficit for last
financial year, there are probably very
few sections of railway which are showing a profit on their operations.
Many members have contended-and
I plead guBty to having done so myself
-that certain lines in their own electorates are the most profitable in the railway system and that their operations
should be dissected and kept separate
from those of other lines that are not so
profitable. That statement is often made
by members when they are battling for
more railway facilities in the electorates
they represent. Speaking seriously, it
appears that a dissection of the operations of the railways to disclose the lines
that a're paying and those that are not
paying is an impossibility. I shall read for
the inf.ormation of honorable members
the following statement which has been
supplied to me by the chairman of the
Victorian Railways Commissioners:Throughout the world it has not' been
possible on any railroad operating country
and suburban services over the same lines
accurately to determine the respective result of operating either service.
Any attempts to do so must rely on a
series of arbitrary assumptions without any
sound background whatever.
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Efforts have been made both here and
abroad to obtain some indication of the results but they have always been regarded
as of very little value.

Mr. NORMAN.-In 1948 the Railways
Commissioners gave me a statement,
which I have in my possession, of the
lcsses on the suburban system.
Sir HERBiERT HYLAND.-By whom
was that statement prepared?
Mr. NORMAN.-It was supplied to me
by the Commissioners, but I do not know
by whom it was actually compiled.
Sir HEJRBBRT HYLAND.-This is
another statement submitted to me by
the chairman of the Railways CommissionersFor the reason that so much of the expenditure in running trains is common to
steam and electric, passenger and goods,
railroads have never been able to determine
and pUiblish accurate train mile statistics
for anyone particular kind of service. Any
attempt to do so involves the adoption of
many arbitrary assumptions. The position
is further complicated by the fact that the
composition of our electric trains can be
one, two, four, six, or seven cars, according
to the particular route or time of day.
Similar difficulties "arise in connection with
steam trains with a further complication
that various types of engines are in use.
Terminal charges are also involved in making up trains.
Some few years ago the president of the
American Railway Accounting Officers'
Association had this to say regarding the
problem:.. Many of the advocates of cost accounting
appear to have rather indefinitely formulated the view that costs of unit operations
of a railroad can be ascertained by the
application of methods which have been
worked out for ascertaining the costs of
unit operations of manufacturing plants
. . .. On a railroad, to take even the two
major activities, the conduct of freight and
of pass.enger transporta~ion, a very large
proportIon of the operatmg expenses is incurred in the maintenance and operation of
facilities used in common by both services,
as ~ell as other services, and it is impossible to say with definite authority what
proportion of such expenses is caused by
either of the respective services. Each step
in further segregation adds to the expenditures which must be divided on the basis
of some arbitrary assumption, giving a re~u1t of no ~ore value than the assumption
Itself; and, If we attempt to measure costs
for the line as a whole on a service basis
or some theoretical statistical unit basis
we would be led into algebraic equation~
and complex arithmetical problems which
i~ followed, would lead us to unne~essari1Y
expensive and misleading results."
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Tha t is a definite opinion expressed by
the president of the American Railway
Accounting Offic~rs' Association.
To
indicate the diffieulty entailed in trying
to determine railway operating costs of
a particular line of railway or a train,
I would cite the instance of a train which
travels from Gippsland to Melbourne.
At Dandenong, the train would enter the
area of the suburban electric service.
It woulld be very hard to decide just
what damage would be done to the
tracks by an "X" class locomotive,
hauling 1,000 tons of briquettes, or what
degree of wear and tear would be
suffered by the system as the result of
the running of that train, also what
amount of salaries and wages should be
placed against that particular trip.
The chairman of the RaHways Commissioners explained to me this morning
that many attempts had been made to
ascertain specific costs of particular
railway operations, but the conclusions
have always been that the results
obtained-to use his own words-are
of very little value. I shall now quote
a few statistics .relating to the railways,
which are owned by the people of this
S'tate. They are as follows:Staff employed at
7th June, 1952
29,135
Passengers
carried
daily
.. approximately 500,000
Tons of goods carried
daily
.. approximately 27,500
Head of stock carried
daily
.. approximately 30,000
Revenue last year
<1951-52)
£26,412,000
Expenditure <including interest)
£32,124,000
Estimated
deficit,
1951-52
£5,712,000
Estimated
deficit,
1952-53
£8,475,000

The explanation of this huge deficit is
a simple one. AU Governments have
refrained from passing on to the railway
user the full amount of the huge increases in wages and material costs in
the railways in recent years.
For the year 1952-53, the increase
in the wages bill, due to awards and
quarterly wage adjustments, compared
with costs in the year 1946-47, is
£10,974,000. In the same six years the
increase in the cost of materials,
power, and fuel is at least £5,750,000,
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whNe the inc!'eased cost of longservice leave, pensions, &c., represents
another £1.000.000, or a tot~l "f abont
£17,750,000. That is an increase over
the year 1946-47. The additional revenue
that the Government derived from increased fares and freights, which were
authorized during the same period, is
estimated ,at £10,000,000, or £7,750,000
less than the increase in uncontrollable
costs. On those figures, the railway
user is receiving service for £7,750,000
less than it costs to provide it. The
demands that are being made in certain
quarters for an investigation are based
on the fact that the Railway Department
has let contracts to outside suppliers for
a large quantity of equipment.
The
reason is that during the war years only
a very small quantity of new rolling
st'Dck was constructed in departmental
workshops and in the' post-war years
staff and materials were in short supply.
Since the year 1931-32-and these
figures are illuminating-66 locomotives
and 4,298 trucks were constructed in
departmental workshops, an average of
three locomotives. and 205 trucks
annually, but 146 10com'Dtives and 4,664
trucks were broken up. T'D provide properly for replacement, .at least twenty
new locomotives should have been constructed each year. During the last two
years, 86 locomotives and 1,448 trucks
were obtained under contract ·and are
now in service, and during the next
twelve months approximately 80 additional locomotives and 1,185 'trucks are
expected to be delivered under existing
contracts, making a total of 166 locomotives and 2,633 trucks in three years.
It is beyond question that the Department could not have constructed in its
own workshops anything like the volume
of equipment that has been and will be
obtained under contract, even if higher
wages had been offered and some additional staff had been obtained. The
serious shortage of materials would, in
any event, have dominated the situation.
I might mention that Mr. J. J. Brown
has been 'advocating for some time that
the wages of men employed at Newport
and other railway workships should be
increased by at least £3 a week. He
contends that such 'a course would
Sir Herbert Hyland.
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attract employees from outside firms
that are now fulfilling contracts for the
Railway Department.
I explained to
him that if the Railway Department
were sufficiently f091ish to break away
from Arbitratiol), Court awards by
granting an increase in wages to the
extent of at least £3 a week, the ink
would hardly be dry on the agreement
before outside employers would pop up
their wages to the same extent and the
Department would be chasing around
without getting ·anywhere.
Since I became a member of the
Assembly in 1929, there have been in
office Governments of all political complexions, with the exception 'Of a coalition
between Labour and Liberal. I wish to
make it abundantly clear that all those
Governments have endeavoured to do
their best to have built at Newport as
many locomotives, trucks and carriages
as money and materials would permit. I
realize, of course, that during the depression years rolling stock was not required
to the same extent as at other times.
The present Ministry does not take any
credit for what has been done in past
years, but it is eager that every job that
can be performed at the Newport workshops shaH be undertaken by it. Although oversea contracts have been fulfilled satisfactorily-with the possible
exception of " R " class locomotives, with
which some trouble' was experienced in
the initial stages-my contention is that
the quality of work performed at
the Newport workshops is better than
that which is done elsewhere. I pay a
tribute to the men who are employed
there. My belief is that if there could
have been built a few more" H" class
locomotives, similar to the eng-ine known
as "Heavy Harry," we might have got
somewhere with railway transportation.
Heavy Harry" is the best advertisement that the Newport workshops have
had since their inception.
I!

With the new equipment and the additional staff that are becoming available,
the Department is steadily increasing
its capacity to give service, and it is
expected that by the end of the current
year the position in relation to locomotives and trucks will be such that, if
adequate staff is available, the Depart-
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ment will be able to meet readily all the
demands that are likely to be made for
the transportation of goods.
In regard to passenger service, the
new diesel electric locomotives-delivery
of which will commence next week-will
markedly improve main-line passenger
services.
The new air-conditioned
" roomette" and "twinette" sleeping
cars and the new sitting cars on the
" Overland" are equal to anything in
the world, and the new diesel rail cars
are giving excellent service on the lines
on which they are running.
Mr. CAIN.-Is the track between Melbourne and Adelaide capable of carrying
diesel engines?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Yes.
Mr. CAIN.-Is it true that the South
Australian Railway Department is
taking diesel engines out of service?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-I have not
heard of it. As the honorable member
for Goulburn is aware, the railway line
between Melbourne and Albury had to
be strengthened to permit " Heavy
Harry" to travel over it. Although the
track between Melbourne and Adelaide
is not strong enough to carry "Heavy
Harry," it is satisfactory for diesel
engines. The situation in relation to
suburban services is not so good. More
than 300 of the 890 cars have been in
service for longer than' 40 years, and
apart from the poor condition of the
cars themselves, the condition of their
electrical equipment is causing concern.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-This is the first time
the Railway Department has bowled
that one up.
Sir
HERBERT
HYLAND.-The
Department bowled it up to me fully
twelve months ago. In addition to the
pressing need for replacements, provision
should be made for the growing traffic,
particularly to and from the outer
suburbs.
In November last, the
Commissioners sought approval for 50
new trains for the suburban service, but
the Government approved of the calling
of tenders for 30 trains only, at the
same time intimating that consideration
would be given to the remaining twenty
during this financial year. In view of
the limited' amount of loan funds
Session 1951-52.-[371.
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allotted for railway pu:rposes this year,
however, no action is being taken at present in regard to the twenty further
trains.
The Government is satisfied from the
facts which the Commissioners have
submitted, and from its discussions with
them, that it would not be possible to
construct in the departmental workshops
anything like the amount of essential
new rolling stock in the time required
and that it is essential, if efficient
service is to be given on the suburban
lines, that the 30 additional trains should
be obtained under contract. The Commissioners will continue their policy of
constructing in their own shops as much
rolling stock as the available man power
and materials will permit.
In regard to railway finances, it has
been accepted that no Government has
seen fit to charge railway users with
the full costs of the service. I have
before me a detailed statement showing
the increases in goods rates paid by rail
users on the respective railway systems
of Australia since the 1st of January,
1945. I propose to give the particulars
and make the comparisons between Victoria and New South Wales, the railways
of the latter State being the only ones
with which we can make a comparison.
On the transport of manure the increases
since the 1st of October, 1947 and up to
October of 1951 were, in the case of Victoria, 85 per cent. Over that same
period, approximately, the increases in
New South Wales were equivalent to
278 per cent. On the item of firewood,
the comparisons are-Victoria, an increase of 92 per cent.; New South Wales,
180 per cent. On coal, the increase in
Victoria was 92 per cent. and in New
South Wales, 180 per cent. On the
items of grain and wheat the comparison
shows a truly astounding difference.
The increases in the rates paid by rail
users in Victoria totalled 85 per cent.,
but in New South Wales they amounted
to 423 per cent.

These comparisons reveal that railway users in this State have had a
pretty good spin right through. We all
believe that the primary producer
should be encouraged to undertake increasing production, and the various
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Governments over the last few years
have all tried to assist by keeping goods
rates as low as possible. Continuing
these comparisons, the cumulative increases in freight rates on the" M " class
of goods over the same period were 85
per cent. The increases in New South
Wales aggregated 171 per cent. Now,
taking the comparisons with re:spect to
the goods rates on wool, the increases in
Victoria were 74 per cent. and, in New
South Wales, 243 per cent. On live
stock, Victorian increases totalled 74
per cent., while in New South Wales the
increases amounted to 161 per cent. It
appears-if one can accept newspaper
reports-that the railways in New South
Wales will be showing a deficit this
year, on the basis of last year's increased
rates, totalling in many instances 166!
per cent.
I thought it well to reply at some
length on the different matters that have
been brought forward concerning the
Victorian railways, and I think what
I have stated indicates that our railways
are doing a good job. The members of
the staff are discharging their duties in
an excellent manner. Of course, with
a concern employing more than 29,000
persons, one is bound to find a few who,
owing to illness or for other causes, are
not pulling their weigh t.
In any
business, there will always be found a
few drones, and that is the position so
far as the Victorian railways are concerned. Generally, however, the employees are giving an excellent service-pulling their weight. The Commissioners
are working admirably, and with the
increase in rolling stock, particularly
the diesels when they get going, we shall
find a happier position with the railways of this State.
The sitting was suspended at 5.55 p.m.
until 7.6 p.m.
Sir GEORGE KNOX (Scoresby).The Supplementary Estimates afford
honorable members an opportunity to
analyse payments which were not expected to be incurred earlier in the financial year and which the House is now
invited to approve. I desire to refer
briefly to activities of the Railway Department which have exercised the minds
of members of all parties in the House,
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and to our responsibilities in connection
with this huge 'enterprise, of which the
State has always had to bear the cost.
With the Leader of the Opposition, I
consider that the accounts should be presented in a manner that would enable
members to gain a better realization of
which sections of the Railway Department, if any, return a profit towards the
capital cost of the investment. Among
the items in the sum to be analysed are
sums for construction, maintenance and
many other matters which the Railway
Department must pay and which do not
exist in the same degree in other forms
of industry. Amenities and safety precautions of many types must be provided.
The Minister of Transport stated today that of all the motor accidents which
occurred in Victoria last year, only 1.6
per cent. of them were attributable to
level crossing collisions. If the figure is
only 1.6 per cent., and I do not doubt it,
a large proportion of those mishaps
ha,ppen in the electorate which I represent. Even 1.6 per cent. is a formidable
number when all the road accidents in
the State are considered. It is mournful, in listening to the radio news towards
the end of every week-end, to learn of
the appalling toll of the roads. By the
exercise of more care and the taking of
greater precautions, that toll could be
substantially reduced. A large proportion of the 1.6 per cent. of accidents
attributable to level crossing collisions
would be prevented if adequate safety
devices were installed.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-The figure of 1.6 per
cent. is meaningless without considering
the number of hazards created on roads.
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-I 'agree with
that statement by the honorable member for Moonee Ponds. Possibly the last
railway line to be constructed in Victoria is that between East Malvern and
Glen Waverley, consisting of only a few
miles of track. It was built in such a
manner that there is, I think, only one
level crossing. Even in those days, 25
years ago, the officers of the Railway
Construction Branch, who designed the
line, realized the seriousness of this
hazard to road users and decided that the
line should, where possible, pass over
the top of all roads which had to be
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crossed. It was not a costly line to construct. At the one level crossing over the
line no accidents have occurred, because
it is adequately safeguarded.
A similar statement cannot be made
about certain other railway crossings in
Victoria, particularly the one at Boronia.
Statistics disclose the number of accidents and deaths that have occurred Oat
that notorious crossing, but there is no
record of the number of near misses that
have been the rule rather than the exception over the years. My colleague, the
Honorable G. L. Chandler, M.L.C., and I
have made many protests to the Railways
Commissioners about the Boronia crossing, and our complaints have been supported by deputations and letters from
local citizens and others who are
familiar with the area. The Commissioners maintain that the crossing is
reasonably safe. Local residents, however, are frightened of the crossing and
believe it is a death trap-one of the
worst in Victoria.
An inquiry is to be held and a judicial
decision given on who was blameworthy
in the recent tragic occurrence at the
Boronia crossing. I would appeal to the
Minister of Transport and to the Railways Commissioners, even while that
inquiry is pending, to aff.ord immediate
protection of a temporary character for
road and rail users at that crossing.
Citizens of Victoria are daily being subjected to the risk of death or injury, and
if existing conditions are permitted to
remain the crossing will be given an even
more diabolical name than is applied to
it at present. I would beg the Minister
of Transport to take immediate action
to protect the public, even against themselves.
Residents of Boronia are justly indignant about conditions at this crossing,
and they have formed a league which
they hope will eventually succeed in the
elimination of all railway crossings
throughout Victoria. They have formulated a long distance programme, but
are insistent that immediate action
should be taken at dangerous crossings,
of which Boronia is an outstanding
example.
None of us should remain quiescent
while in our midst is permitted to exist
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a menace which has been described as
a potential slaughterer of people who
use the Boronia crossing. Local residents are living in constant fear that at
any time during the day or night there
will be another tragic occurrence at this
crossing. I need not dilate unnecessarily
on something that is haunting the minds
of people in that township. Suffice it to
say that they are living in dread of
another calamitous fatality occurring, as
assuredly it will if prompt action is not
taken to remove the risk.
As a layman, I suggest, with diffidence,
that there should be greater expedition
in inquiries that must necessarily follow
fatal accidents at level crossings. The
Railways Commissioners might claim
that they can do nothing at present because the coronial inquiry into the recent fatality is sub judice. If the crossing remains unprotected even while the
inquiry is pending, the risk of further
disaster will remain. Temporary action
should be taken to erect warning signals
that could be removed when the people
conducting the inquiry inspect the scene.
It is desirable that they should be able
to see the various obstacles and so on as
they existed at the time of the fatality.
I speak with deep emotion on the subject,
because I know many of the people who
have suffered as a result of incidents
that have occurred at the hazardous
railway crossing at Boronia.
It would be wrong fDr me to attempt
to discuss the merits or demerits of the
recent happening at the crossing, and it
is my desire to be scrupulously fair.
When the inquiry is concluded, the temporary protection that I seek, if installed,
could be permanently retained. That is
the wish of local residents. I invite the
Railways Commissioners to take heed of
these warnings, and I suggest that a sinking fund be established to meet the cost
of gradually but surely eliminating all
railway crossings in Victoria, commencing with those at which unfortunate road
users have been killed of recent date. I
have carefully chosen my words in making this appeal to the Minister of Transport, so that there can be no degree of
bias for or against those concerned in the
recent Boroniao crossing fatality.
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I conclude with this thought: God
knows it is up to the Railways Commissioners to do something immediately at
the Boronia crossing, which seems to
have a curse on it, to ensure that people
who use it are afforded adequate protection.
Mr. SCULLY (Richmond).-In the
first place, I wish to discuss a question
that is exercising the minds of many
thousands of people 4n Victoria, including Government employees. I refer
to the application made recently by
employer organizations to the Commonwealth Arbitration Court for a reduction
in the basic wage of £2 6s. a week and
and increase of 4 hours in the working
week. I express my strongest opposition to the application, which could not
have been made other than by people
who are blind to the future of this
country. They are selfish and ignorant
of the problems confronting the community. Many thousands of workers
who depend upon this Government for
their livelihood will be vitally affected
by such a variation in the basic wage.
The CHAffiMAN (Mr. Mibus).-The
honorable member for Richmond is not
referring to a m&tter of State administration; he is not in order in discussing
the subject he has mentioned.
Mr. SCULLY.-I wish to emphasize
the possible effects of the application
upon many thousands of Government
employees. The decision will also have
a bearing upon the finances of the State.
The CHAIRMAN.-The matter mentioned by the honorable member for
Richmond is not a question of State
administration, to which he must confine his remarks.
Mr. SCULLY.-Yesterday, I asked the
Premier whether his attention had been
drawn to the application by employer
organizations for a reduction of £2 6s.
a week in the basic wage and an increase
in working hours from 40 to 44 a week,
and, if so, whether the Government, as
the employer of one of the largest
number of workers in the State proposed to be represented at the hearing
of the application. I was amazed to
receive the reply that it was not the
practice to make statements on Government policy when answering questions.
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The Governments of New South Wales
and Tasmania have already made application to be represented at the hearing of
this case. Why is there reluctance on the
part of the Government of Victoria to
be represented? The application will
affect vitally thousands of Government
employees, but the Government will not
indicate what action it proposes to take
in the matter. The impression among
thousands of Government employees is
that this attitude is due to the miserly
low-wage outlook of the Government.
If the application is granted, many
thousands of families will be driven
into poverty, and they will find it more
difficult to exist. At the present time,
numbers of workers are forced to seek
overtime in order to make both ends
meet. Housewives have expressed deep
indignation through the press at not
being able to balance the family budget,
but apparently the Government intends
to remain silent. It will not indicate
whether it intends to oppose the application, but says nothing, which is an extremely weak a tti tude to adopt. The
Government should say straight out that
it is opposed to the appUcation.
Parliament has passed legislation that
ensures primary producers a fair price
for their product, and no one can raise
objection to that principle. I agree
that producers are entitled to justice,
but it is entirely wrong for the Government'to say that it will protect the
interests of one section of the community
but will disregard the interests of
another section. The Labour party is
concerned with the welfare of thousands
of its members who will be vitally
affected by any reduction of the basic
wage. I strongly resent any suggestion
that this application to the Commonwealth Arbitration Court will not be
opposed by the Victorian Government,
which should follow the lead given by
the Governments of New South Wales
and Tasmania. It should also say that
it agrees that the persons responsible
for the application are blind to the
economic problems of this country and
have not provided for the more efficient
administration of industry. They have
not attempted to lower production costs,
nor has there been any suggestion on
their part that they will· reduce their
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profits. Financial reports in the press time. I direct attention to the e~pres
that these concerns are still making sions of protest concerning their diffihuge profits, despite inefficient manage- culties, which are heard daily; and which
ment. Now they say, "Let us have a were renewed yesterday at a meeting of
sweeping reduction in the basic wage housewives in Richmond. In ,an attempt
so as to solve all our problems created to ,protect the interests of consumers
by the high .price level of Australia."
provision was made under the provisions
I submit that it is the responsibility of the Marketing of Primary Products
of employer organizations to ensure the Act 1935, for a consumers' committee
efficient management of industry. They with certain duties to perform in relashould reduce costs and profits rather tion to the marketing of primary prothan say to employees, " We are pre- ducts and other aspects affecting conpared to put you below the bread-line sumers. By the answer to a question
because our administration is inefficient." which [ asked in this House to-day,
Employers should nm regard their members were informed that members
workers as cogs in a m·achine but as of that committee were Mrs. H. Imray
peop1e who are entitled to receive a fair (chairman); Mrs. D. E. Weeks; Mrs. J.
day's pay for a fair day's work. It T. Haynes; Mrs. N. S. McNab; and Miss
is hypocritical for members of thes'e L. V. Hall. The duties of the comm'itte€, .
organizations to claim that this appli- as set out under the provisions. of the
cation is in 'the public interest. It is Act, are as follows:The committee shall be charged with the
wrong to use such propaganda when the
aim is merely to reduce the basic wage duty of considering and reporting to the
Ministerand to lengthen the working week.
(a) the effect of the operations of any
It is impossible for men now receiving
marketing Board upon the supply
and distribution of any comthe basic wage to rear a family. All
modity;
members agree that the best migrants
(b) the price or prices at which any
this country can have are Australiancommodity is sold to consumers;
born childTen. We wHI not have suffiand
cient of those children if the breadwinner
(c) any bona fide complaints made to
the Minister as to the effect of
is not to be paid a wage that will permit
the operations of any marketing
him to balance his family budget. I am
Board on consumers of any comdisgusted to think that any organization
modity the marketing of which is
of employers, should make an applicafor the time being being regulated
by such Board.
tion to the court to force people into
such a position that they could not main- It would appear, from the reply to the
tain their families. It is obvious that question which I asked to-day, that the
members of these organizations are out commi ttee has submitted one report,
of touch with daily life and do not realize which was presented on the 3rd of Sephow difficult it is to raise a family under tember, 1951. It is obvious from the
existing conditions. I wonder whether composition of the committee that its
aU the organizations concerned agreed to personnel does not include anyone of
the application; I would like to know expert knowledge, nor is expert assistwhether it was forced upon them.
ance placed at its dispos'al. It is quite
Mem;bers of the Labour party were probable also that when representatives
not happy about the method of coUect- of the committee appear before a maring the data that was used for the recent keting Board they could be baffled by
adjustment O'f the basic wage, which, we the arguments of members of the legal
contend, should have been mOTe than it profession. This committee should be
was. Bearing that fact in mind, it is reconstituted and provided with expert
vital that the Government should inter- advice and assistance.
vene in thls rna tter and announce that it
As I mentioned previously, only one
opposes the application in the interests report has been submitted by this comof its employees.
mittee and that was in relation to the
Another matter to which I desire to shortage in the supply of potatoes, which
refer is the difficult position in which .at the present time are costing househousewives are placed at the present wives 5d. and 6d. a pound. In the
~ow
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Herald of the 14th of June last there

appeared a report headed, "Best Potato
Crop Yield For Many Years." It was
pointed out that many thousands of tons
of .potatoes were being dug in country
districts, ·and that farmers were having
one of the best crops in years. Among
other things the report statedOne city merchant said to-day growers
had told him that their crops in a few cases
had reached as high as 18 to 20 tons an
acre. A Department of Agriculture expert
said the yield from a number of crops over
appreciable areas would reach up to 14 and
15 tons an acre.
Farmers are being paid £28 a ton for
potatoes delivered in Melbourne.

Therefore, if a farmer had 100 acres
under potatoes, his return, in round
figures, would be £38,000 or £39,000. At
present, housewives are paying 6d. a
pound for potatoes. While the producer
is receiving high returns for his commodity there is a very urgent need for
effective representation on behalf of the
consumers. I suggest that although, as
my colleagues point out, the middleman
is taking his margin, a very big profit
is still available to the grower, and it
is time that the strongest possible consideration was given to the needs of the
most important section of the community-the consumers. After all, the
primary producers could not exist unless
there was a keen demand for their
products. I do not agree that consumers should be blackmailed because of
shortages which can be created.
Mr. FRAsER.-Are you opposed to
marketing Boards?
Mr. SCULLY.-I am stressing the
argumen t that consumers are entitled
to powerful representation. I am disappointed that members who have
been in this House for many years
have never taken action to see
that the consumers are adequately
represen ted. I am surprised to hear
any criticis·m' from the Opposition
side of the House of an argument
which would make it possible for the
housewife to be represented when she
is finding it so difficult to make ends
meet at the present time. I reiterate my
suggestion that the consumers' representatives 'on the consumers' committee
should have the best expert advice made
available to them in order that the
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housewives may be given that protection to which they are entitl.ed. Every
one wI'll admit that they are not being
adequately protected at present. Therefore, it is a vital necessity that the
committee should be reconstituted as I
have suggested. I urge the Government
to take appropriate action.
Another matter which I desire to
discuss concerns the Police Force.
Recently I asked. a question in this
House regarding the number of convictions reported in the press against
members of the Police Force guilty of
offences against citizens and the alarm
which was being created in the community.
I also desired to know
whether steps were being taken in
regard to discipline within the Force in
order to allay that alarm. I am pleased
to learn that consideration is being given
to the questions I asked, because the
forces of law and order are very necessary. It is important that the public
should have the utmost confidence in
the Police Force, any member of which
should be punished for any offence
proved against him.
I ask also that the Government inform members of the action it is takfng
to ensure that the very best material is
made available to the Police Force and
that the strictest discipline is exercised
over its members after they are admitted
1:0 the Force. On the other 'hand, I
deplore the plot which was obviously
hatched by the Communist party to
destroy confidence in the Police Force
as a who:le. The particular case which
I desire to mention is that of one,
Willman, a Communist member of the
Clerks' Union.
According to press
reports, it was alleged that he had been
bashed at police headquarters.
An
agitation was made by a: number of
Communist-eon trolled organizations who
demanded inquiries in relation to this
incident, but it was Significant and
surprising that Willman, as an individual, at no time lodged a complaint against the treatment he had
received from the Police Force. Never
at any time did he, as an individual, ask
that there should be an investigation
into the complaints lodged on his behalf.
The reason is obvIous. Week after week
there appear.ed in the official organ of
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the Com"munist party, The Guardian,
instruction as to what members of that
party shou;ld do if they were questioned
by the Police Force. They were told
how they could ridicule members of the
Force by disregarding questions that
might be addressed to them. Willman
did not complain about the treatment he
received at Russell-street pO'lice station,
because several days bef()re being questioned there he received injuries in a
motor car accident. When he was taken
to Russell-street for questioning, the
Communist party decided that this was
an opportunity to discredit 'Some one, and
a plot was conceived based on the allegation ~hat the injuries which Willman received were due to his being "bashed"
by the police.
While I insist on rigid discipline in
the Police Force and deplore any breach
of responsibi'lity by the Force towards
ci tizens, I also deplore a plot such
as this, which was designed to discredit the Police Force and to destroy
completely confidence which the public
have in H.
Such a plot should
be exposed and citizens should be informed of the miserable trick that
has been played upon -them. I contend
tha't Willman himself should have had
the courage to come forward and say,
"I was assaulted while I was at Russellstreet police staUon." The reason why
he did not do so is obvious, because he
was injured in a motor car accident
several days previously.
Another matter about which I am
concerned is the number of accidents in
which motor cyclists are involved.
Every Monday morning one reads in the
newspapers reports of accidents in which
motor cyclists are involved; many are
killed, and others sustain serious injuries. Those injured are admitted to
public hospitals, where they occupy beds
that are urgently needed by persons who
are suffering from serious iHnesses. It
may be argued that the motor cycle ds a
poor man's means of transport and that
he requires it to enable him to get to
and from his daily work. I concede that
argument, but I will not be convinced
that it is necessary for any person to
travel either to or from his work at
speeds ranging between 50 and 70 miles
an hour. In many instances, not only
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is the rider injured, but his pillion
passenger sustains injury also. I suggest that, in the interests of all concerned, the Government should insist on
governors being installed on motor
cyC'les to ensure tha't they will be unable
to travel at speeds that exceed 30 miles
an hour. If" that were done the number
of traffic accidents in whioh motor
cyclists are involved would be reduced
considerably .. In my opinion, nothing is
more precious than human life, and we
as parliamentarians should do aU in our
power to legislate for its preservation.
The last subject with which I wish to
deal concerns evictions. To-day, in this
Chamber, in answer to a question
addressed to the Attorney:-General, I was
informed that the total number of eviction orders granted by the courts for the
six months ended the 31st of December,
1951, was 751, and that, for the six
months ended the 30th of June, 1952,
the number was 596. Those figures reveerl the appalling number of people who
have been turned out of the homes that
they occupied. I am convinced that, in
some instances, the eviction orders were
granted because of misleading evidence
that was given in the courts. In justification of my argument, I cite an
instance at Richmond. A firm known as
Sutex Limited applied to the court for
an eviction order against a widow who
occupied a property which it owned. The
company alleged that a demolition order
had been received from the Building
Directorate, and, on the evidence submitted the magistrate granted an eviction order. Subsequently it was discovered that no demolition order had
been granted either by the Building
Directorate or by the local council. In
effect, the evidence given by representatives of the company was wrong and
amounted to perjury. An appeal was
submitted and, when the true facts were
placed before the court, the eviction
order was rescinded.
Mr. GALVIN.-Who was the magistrate
before whom the case was heard?
Mr. SCULLY.-I cannot recall his
name, but the eviction order was rescinded. The point I make is that if an
eviction order can 'be issued in those circumstances, there can be similar happenings elsewhere. The facts of the case are
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placed before the presiding magistrate in
the form of evidence tendered by the repective parties and, on the basis of that
evidence, a decision is made. I contend
that we ·should make provision for the
true facts to be placed before the magistrate in each instance.
Mr. BOLTE.-How can that be done?
Mr. SCULLY.--Sy the establishment
of an authority similar to the Metropolitan Fair Rents Board, with which
authority all applications for eviction
orders should be lodged. An investigation of each case should then be made, as
i5 done in the case of applications for
variations of rent that are submitted to
the Metropolitan Fair Rents Board. The
findings of that body should be made
available to the magistrate, and the investigator of each individual case should
also be available for cross-examination.
In that way, we can ensure that the true
facts Will be placed before magistrates,
so that justice may be done to all concerned. All we want is justice.. We do
not want discrimination against anybody. I emphasize the importance of
the establishment of such an authority
as I have suggested. We know that
there are people in the community who,
in order to obtain possession of a property, are prepared to commit perjury.
In the particular case that I have cited,
the reason why the application for
eviction was made was not that those
concerned required the property for residential purposes; they wanted it solely
for storage space.
Mr. GALVIN.-Should not the magistrate ascertain the true facts?
Mr. SCULLY.-He is at a serious disadvantage because, of the two parties
before him, one. is prepared to tell the
truth and the other is not.
In this
instance the assurance was given on oath
that the applicant company had a demolition order for the property.
Mr. LECKIE.-Why did not the magistrate demand the production of the
demolition order?
Mr. SCUl1LY.-I agree that that ought
to have been done. To that extent perhaps the magistrate was at fault. My
point, however, is that magistrates dealing wHh such cases would be considerably
assisted if there were a report available
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to them or if an investigator were appointed who could be questioned in court
upon the relative merits of the case. It
is a serious fact which some members
opposite do not appear to appreciate,
that for the six months ended the 31st
of December last, a total of 751 families
were turned out of their homes. Can we
as a Parliament tolerate evictions in
such numbers as those?
Mr. RYLAH.-It does not necess·arily
follow that the occupiers of the premises
were evicted in every instance. Some of
them may have had other homes to go to.
Mr. SCULLY.-If a pers-on has another
home to go to, he will not be likely to
spend money on court proceedings.
Judging from comments I hear, I think
members opposite ·are completely out of
touch with the true situation and are not
familiar with what goes on in the courts
in regard to eviction proceedings. It
would seem that no breadwinner for a
family has ever got into touch with the
honorable member for Evelyn or the
honorable member for Kew and displayed
to them an eviction order. It is to
members of my party that people come
when they are in distress and in fear of
being turned out of their homes, and
they get all the advice and help that can
be given, without charge.
Altogether, the position is very serious.
There can be no greater fear hanging
over the head of the father of a family
than that they may be turned out into
the street. So there is a heavy responsibility upon our shoulders to see that
before such things happen the facts are
established and made available to the
court or to some other authority such as
I have suggested. The constituents of
honorable members opposite have in most
instances the advantage of living in their
own homes. Unfortunately, in the industrial areas and other localiti~s very
many of the wage earners are unable to purchase homes and have to live
in rented houses. They have not the
capital to buy a home for themselves.
We believe that everybody should own
his own home, but there are many people
who are not in the same favourable
financial posHion as the constituents of
the honorable member for Kew and
Evelyn.
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Mr. LECKIE.-You know that in
ordinary cases the magistrate decides
which of the two parties is suffering
the greater hardship, do you not?
Mr. SCULLY.-I realize that. But in
many cases unscrupulous owners of
premises, in order to raise capital for
their own purposes, seek to sell on the
basis of vacant possession, and they will
do everything possible, fair or unfair, to
see that their tenants are evicted regardless of whether they have a family or
not.
Mr. LEcKIE.-Do you not know that
tha t is prohibited by the Act?
Mr. SCULLY.-I know that there are
cases in whi~h one party is prepared to
tell the truth while the other is not.
There are people who are ready -and willing to break the law, and when they
appear before the mag'istra te it becomes
a matter of who can tell the biggest and
best lie. r hope the Government will take
action against persons who commit perjury in such circumstances. In the particular case to which I have directed
at1:ention it was obvious that the individual concerned, when he gave his
evidence, committed p~rjury. It is wrong
for members of the Opposition to scoff
when the question of eviction orders is
being discussed, for it is very serious.
Mr. LEcKIE.-Are you contending that
the Government is continually refusing to
prosecute offenders wIllo commit perjury?
Mr. SCULLY.-I do not say that, but
I advocate that the Government shuuld
take action in the particular case I have
mentioned and in all such instances.
Mr. WHATELY (Camberwell).-I
imagine that the Government will not
be unduly concerned about some of the
alarmist statements made in the course
of this debate by the honorable member
for Richmond. Eviction is a sad affair.
I gather that the honorable member for
Richmond does not like Communists or
those who own their own houses, although he stated that he hoped everybody might some day own his own home.
As soon as a person becomes the owner
of a house, he does not necessarily
become a perjurer, and it is well known
that persons resist eviction for many
reasons. Suppose a person occupies a
house, the rent of which is pegged at
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25s. a week, and he learns of another
house which he could rent for £3 a week
-possibly a Housing Commission home.
n would be natural for him to say, "I
will not vacate the house which I
occupy." That illustrates exactly what
happens.
Consider the action of a man who
works for a building firm and accumulates in the yard of his rented home
timber, hardware supplies, and' bags of
cement. Working a 40-hour week, he
arrives home in daylight in the summer
time and works for perhaps two years
and a half on erecting a house. During
that period, and longer, some one else
who has bought the house rented by the
worker is waiting to gain possession of
it, and the house -in Which the second
,party is living has akeady been purchased by a third p'erson. Those two
owners are held up by the selfishness of
a m'an building a house in his spare
time, and he will not move until everything in his new house has been completed and it is furnished.
Mr. G. E. WHITE.-Shotrld not private
enterprise be encouraged?
Mr. WHATELY.-If a man is holding
up two other owners he has an obligation to move to the house available to
him as soon as possible.
Mr. G. E. WHITE.--Nevertheless, such
a man is displaying enterprise.

Mr. WHATELY.-That is so, and I
glory in the fact that persons are prepared to work in their leisure hours. '
although in trade union circles that is
not supposed to be done, the policy of
the Labour party being one man, one
job. In my opinion, the only way in
which progress may be made is by
exerting that little extra effort which
means all the difference.
Much is said about our standard of
comfort.
Although the Government
carefully prepared its Estimates of
Expenditure for the year 1951-52, we
discover, after the year has closed, that
the expenditure incurred was no less
than £4,130,962 more than expected. As
long as that type of situation continues, it is futile to speak about
increasing our standard of comfort. The
honorable member for Richmond drew
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some red herrings across the trail
regarding a fight which is occurring
outside Parliament.
Mr. HAYES.-Why do you say they are
red herrings?
Mr. WHATELY.-Because there is
wrong on both sides and it is no business
of ours. It is a moral problem, as is the
fact that liars commit perjury in a
court. What is required in the community is that everybody should do justiceas well as tell the truth. Many
references have been made to the increase in the basic wage. The Leader of
the Labour party stated during this debate that a rise of lOs. a week in the
baSic wage would involve the Railway
Department in an expenditure of an
additional sum of £1,500,000 annually.
What precise increase in costs has resulted from the reduction of standard
working hours from 44 to 40? Millions
of pounds are involved because of it in
the economy of the country. 'I do not
criticize the 40-hour week as such, but I
say to Governments and to everybody
else that a reduction in the hours of
work can be justified only -if the quantity
produced in 40 hours is equal to, if not
more than, that formerly produced, in
44 hours. Unless that happens, our
standard of comfort declines.
In the early days of the railways in
Victoria, when there were no bulldozers
and mechanical devices such as there are
to-day, railway lines from Melbourne
were elevated, as in the case of the Clifton Hill line and that from Flindersstreet station to Spencer-street station,
or they were constructed in cuttings. On
almost every line there is a complete absence, for some miles, of level crossings;
but, with all our boasting of progress,
as we go out farther we find that lines
have been built more cheaply than formerly.
There is a real problem, not merely to
tackle the Communists in rhe trade
unions, yet we are all thankfUl that that
task is being undertaken in a substantial
way. I take no credit for that, and give
all the credit to whom it may be due. But
let us not forget that when Communist
candidates stand in elections they poll
many thousands of votes, notably in districts such as Footscray, Williamstown,
and Newport, adjacent to some of the
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most important industries of the State,
including the naval dockyards and the
headquarters of the Railway Construction Branch. The problem is not merely
to reduce the influence of Communists
in unions. It is to undermine the mental
attitude of people inclined towards
socialistic ideals. The greatest tragedy
in the history of Australia occurred
when the Labour party decided to devote
itself to the socialization of the means
of production, distribution, and exchange. In that movement, sponsored
by men who had returned from Moscow,
was laid the foundation of the decreasing standards now being experienced, including a decline in the moral standard
of the community and the ,rise of Communism.,
In the course of this debate much has
been said about the railways. Not one
of us is critical of persons associated
with the management of the railways,
but the alarming increase in expendtiture
and the difficulty of replacing capital
equipment underline an obvious storythe kind of story that is characteristic
of all State activities. It is false to say
that railways in other countries cannot
be conducted at a profit; they do not
exist to make losses. In the past losses
have been incurred by railway companies
overseas. Such losses have been written
off, and the State has been none the
worse because of it except that the
original shareholders suffered.
'
When the Government begins an enterprise, millions of pounds are expended in
purchasing capital equipment. A few
years ago the sum of £30,000,000 was
written off the indebtedness of the Railway Department because the assets no
longer existed and no adequate charges
had been made for depreciation. There
are many aspects of this problem.
The Railway Department enjoys all
sorts of advantages. If it made a
profit, it would not be required to
pay income tax. It pays no other
taxes. When railway lines were constructed, the Department erected fences
to separate the land acquired from the
land of farmers. In some instances
those fences were erected 60 years ago,
and in almost every case more than 30
years ago. With the erection of the
dividing fences the responsibility of the
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Department ends and thereafter responsibility remains wholly with the adjoining land holders.
I had considered
placing a question on the Notice Paper
in these terms-How many fires have
recent fire risk period
half an hour of a train
territory and within 1
railway line?

occurred during the
in Victoria within
passing through the
or 2 chains of the

It would be of interest to members
if this information was made available.
Land holders adjoining a comparatively
short stretch of line have stated that
as many as five different small fires
have occurred, almost at regular intervals, on property near to a railway
line shortly after the train has passed.
If the railways were run by private
en terprise the company concerned would
probably have to settle quite a number of
claims for damages caused in this way.
The prevailing standard of comfort
in Australia can be maintained only by
the development of efficiency. The
prevention of fires and accidents would
grea tly
assist
in
tha t
direction.
Although railway locomotives are
equipped with spark arresters, it cannot be denied that sparks from them
do cause grass fires. The Department
does a good job by burning off fire risks
on its property,. but I am not sure that
the burning off is undertaken at the right
time. Would it not be advisable by
legislation to require land holders to
mow all stubble or grass remaining
within 1 or 2 chains of a railway
line? In the event of a fire occurring,
not only the owners of properties adjoining the raHway line are affected, but
frequently the fire extends to other
farms some distance from the line. It
is a parliamentary responsibHity to ensure that negligent land holders are
forced to take measures to prevent disastrous fires.
Another question a departmentai reply
to which would be of interest would
be--u How many prosecutions have been
launched against people associated with
the lighting of fires during a danger
period proclaimed by the Country Fire
Authority?"
Probably the answer
would disclose that the number of prDsecutions launched in that category would
be fewer than the number of actions
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taken against people who do not vote
at elections. By inaction. the offences
of the people are deliberately condoned.
Because of restrictions imposed by the
State Electricity Commission against
the use of radiators at certain periods,
another fire risk has been created. In
almost every shop and factory radiators
have been displaced by kerosene heaters,
some of which are not broadly based and
can be easily overturned. Small fires
due to this cause are occurring almost
daily, but fortunately the majority are
checked immediately, thus preventing
major fires from developing.
The cost of official inspection of factories by Labour Department inspectors
was recently increased. Those inspectors should be instructed to see that
adequate fire precaution methods are
employed where kerosene heaters are in
use. An unsuspecting female worker
carrying a dress or some flimsy garment might accidentally brush against
an unprotected heater, and immediately
the garment becomes alight. Guards
should be constructed around the heaters,
or they should be screwed to the floor
in factories, so that an accidental knock
will not cause the kerosene to be spilt
over the floor and become ignited.
An accumulation of small accidents
and fires results in considerable financial losses which in turn, have an effect
on the economy of the country. If
millions of pounds had not to be paid
:out annually by insurance companies
what a wonderful contribution that
would be to the national economy. The
companies can only cover their disbursements on claims by increasing premium
rates, but that is merely pouring money
down the drain because that expenditure
produces nothing that adds to the weal1:h
of the country. I suggest that by regulation the Labour Department could insist
on the provision of adequate safeguards
to prevent fires caused by keroseneusing appliances.
The Committee is indebted to the
honorable member for Scoresby for
directing attention to the danger to life
at certain level crossings in Victoria.
Danger to property is bad enough, but
where danger to Hfe is involved the position is much more serious. All motor
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drivers are conscious of the risks they
take in using worn tires on their vehicles,
and one way in which motor drivers
could be forced to drive slowly and with
care would be by providing badlysurraced roads at danger spots. If, at
every level crossing, cobbles replaced the
existing smooth-paved roads, I think it
would be found that drivers invariably
would reduce speed when approaching
the line. Where roads paraNel a railway
line on both sides special care is necessary at crossing points, because in certain
lights it is easy to mistake the light of
a train for the light of an oncoming
motor vehicle on the opposite road.
Care should also be exercised to ensure
that shrubs and trees that obscure the
view of a railway crossing are removed.
Most members have read the report
of the Chief Planner of the Melbourne
and Metropolitan Board of Works, Mr.
E. F. Borrie, entitled Technical Paper No.
A3-Some Preliminary Observations on
the Traffic Problem..s of the Inner Metropolitan A rea. The report is a fore-

taste of wha t the Board plans to do
if it is granted the powers that
the late Sir Albert Dunstan and
members of the Liberal and Country
party were anxious should be given as
soon as the preliminary inquiry period
had expired. The fear of property
owners in the metropolitan area is that
they will be called upon to bear too
large a proportion of the cost of effecting the improvements we all know to be
necessary. For 30 years or more landlords have been a universal "Aunt
Sally." They have been termed "big
bad wolves," who evict tenants capricious:ly, who charge excessive rents, and
so on, but in reality, as a group, they
have been constantly treated unf.airly by
legislative enactment. For that reason,
houses are not becoming available for
renting, and one cannot blame landlords.
It has been suggested that a traffic bypass should be constructed in St. Kildaroad, near Alexandra-avenue, and it has
been said that two-thirds of the cost of
the project should be borne by metropolitan
property
owners.
Every
motorist and every cyclist not only in
the metropolitan area but also from
country districts and visitors from other
Mr. Whately.
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States will be entitled to use this
amenity, so why select the property
owners of Melbourne to bear such a huge
proportion of its cost? The municipalities are concerned about the matter
because their revenues are not adequate.
I hope it will neyer be necessary for
metropolitan property owners to bear
more than 40 per cent. of the cost of
major works that will be of advantage
to the whole of this State. That would
be a generous contribution on the part of
those people; the balance of the cost
should be shared by the citizens of the
State as a whole.
If country members think my proposition is unreasonable, I would remind
them that when a river drainage scheme
is proposed in a country area the people
whose properties are to be drained of
surplus water are called upon to bear
not more than one-sixth of the cost; the
State is liable for the balance. However, when it comes to city improvements-I think this is part of the charm
of the so-called Greater Melbourne
council scheme-it is deemed proper that
metropolitan landlords should bear the
whole of the responsibility. I trust that
this injustice will not be entertained by
the present Government.

I shall now discuss certain social services and the burdens under which they
are labouring. This matter lies close
to my heart. No matter what is done
in the way of Government assistance,
there will always be a proportionate
number of people who will fall by the
wayside except for charitable activities.
I direct attention to the plight of
widowers and widows and cases in which
both parents are permanently or temporarily ill, especially those who have
young children. As an example, I shall
cite the case of a widower who is left
to care for young children. He must
work to support them. Even if he is
prepared to pay a lot of money, probably he will find it difficult to obtain
the services of a housekeeper. It is
fortunate that in the inner suburbs there
are to be found a number of day
nurseries and creches where such
In connecchildren can be left.
tion with the work of the Victorian Association of Day Nurseries
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and Creches, I assure the Committee that a trained social worker
guarantees that no child shall go to a
day nursery unless the circumstances
of its parents are such as demand that
they should, in justice, receive assistance. None of these day nurseries can
be regarded as "parking places" of
children whose parents merely wish to
go shopping.
The institutions are paid a subsidy
through the Department of Health
amounting to £35 a year. Children
under the age of five are brought to
creches and left there by a mother or
father on the way to work.
The
children are called for by the parents on
their return from work, or by an elder
child on the way home from school.
During the intervening time, little babies
have to be bathed and fed, and other
children are given a glass of milk at
11 a.m., lunch in the middle of the day,
and some refreshment during the afternoon. The expenses per child amount
to more than £2 a week, of which the
Government is paying about 14s. Costs
are rising all the time. This subject is
well known to the Leader of the Labour
party with whom I have discussed it,
and I think we agree on the point that
there is a tendency on the part of the
Department of Health to impose
standards that make these charitable
activities hard to conduct. In fact, facilities are provided for these children
which are better than the facilities found
in 90 per cent. of the homes in which all
kinds of people live. What family of
five has a trained nurse in charge? To
qualify for the Government subsidy,
nurseries and creches must have a highlytrained nurse present, and she must be in
charge. A mothercraft nurse is necessary for every five children under the age
of two years. Another mothercraft nurse
must be present for 1:he next ten children,
and a further mothercraft nurse for an
additional fifteen children.
Trained
nurses receive considerably more than
mothercraft nurses, but the latter
normally expect to be paid £7 lOs. a
week.
By insisting upon this high standard
of nursing for what is actually the
common-sense job of looking after any
number from 25 to 70 children, and by
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having so many nurses on the staffthey have to pass through a period of
specialized training-costs are becoming
top heavy. I suggest that when children
are gathered together in this way it is
proper to have one 'trained nurse on the
staff to prevent infections, and to discover such things at the earliest possible
moment, but the departmental standards
are being carried to extreme lengths.
The Minister of Health should wake up
to the position and say, "Let us put this
activity upon a common-sense basis by
reducing the standards so that the
scheme can be run more effectively from
the financial point of view." The caring
for 75 young children is a tremendous
job. It requires personality and experience of bringing up one's own children.
It is really a psychological job; it is not
in any exclusive sense a medical task to
care for these little tots. There is the
danger that some of these day nurseries
and creches will have to close because
they cannot function without the Government subsidy, yet the standards imposed
by the Government are making costs rise
to prohibitive heights. These things are
important: a sense of human welfare and
a reduction of human waste through
a.ccident and fire; a new definition of
truth and decency in our public life
and in our vocations so that we will make
the 40-hour working week an economic
reality.
Shall we not try to be
more efficient than ever before in order
that all our talk about the attainment
of a higher standard may not be an
empty sham, as I believe it is at the
present time?
~Ir. HAYES (Melbourne).-I desire to
bring to the notice of the Committee some
important matters, the first of which relates to slum reclamation. I appreciate
fully the present financial difficulties of
the Government, but apparently slum reclamation operations have been completely set aside. Years ago municipalities had the right to undertake shun
reclamation, but when the Housing Commission was constituted, the responsibility for that work was transferred to
that body. Since then, little or no work
has been done by the Housing Commission in the clearance of slums. During
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practically the last ten years big headlines have appeared in the press concerning the desires of various Governments
to implement a policy of slum reclamation, but little progress has been made.
In 1946 an area in North Melbourne
was proclaimed for the purpose of slum
reclamation, and it was felt that the
work which was then put in hand to
replace the old dwellings with up-to-date
homes was a step in the right direction.
A certain amount of slum clearance was
effected, but the work in that area was
only half completed. At the present time
reports appear in the press that slum
reclamation is to be undertaken in other
areas. I have no objection to that, but
my query is, why has the job in North
Melbourne not been finished?
A t the
time slum reclamation was begun, many
people were paying £1 15s. and £2 a
week rent for houses in North Melbourne.
At present, the rent for the
same houses is £4 a week.
How can
workers earning only the basic wage pay
£3 and £4 a week rent anr.1. at the same
time maintain a family of three or four
children?
Families which should be in course of
transfer to new Housing Commission
homes are not being placed in those
dwellings, because they cannot afford to
pay the high rents. Therefore, I strongly
urge the Government to give consideration to an an-round review of the rent
charged for Housing Commission homes.
If people who are in receipt of only the
basic wage have to pay £3 18s. and £4
a week for rent, they must deprive their
families of comforts and amenities to
which they should be entitled. Despite
the existing financial position of the
State, the Government should give this
question its serious consideration, with
a view to the fixation of rents proportionate to those which were charged
when the basic wage was £5 a week.
Mr. NORMAN.-Do you suggest that
the rents for Housing Commission
homes should be averaged?
Mr. HAYES.-I am not prepared to
say whether that should be done, but 1
urge a reconsideration of rents generally. A certain amount of slum reclamation work has been done in North Melbourne, but little or no action has been
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taken in the adjoining municipalities of
Richmond, Collingwootl, and Fitzroy. I
appeal to the Government to take appropriate action. Another matter which I
desire to bring to the notice of the Committee is in rei a Hon to the supply of and
charges for electricity. The State Electricity Commission possesses powers
which I do not think it is entitled to
exercise. In 1943 or 1944 the Commission was given the right not only to
sell electrieity direct to consumers but
also to supply it wholesale to municipalities, which, in turn, retailed it to
users in their munkipal districts.
At present the Commission not only
fixes the price of electricity saId on a
wholesale basis to municipalities but it
also determines the retail charges to the
consumers. within those municipalities.
In my opinion, that is an entirely wrong
procedure. The Melbourne City Council
purchases electricity from the Commission and retails jt to users in the City of
Melbourne. The council is making a
reasonable profit on its operations, and
it is quite happy about that, but it considers that the Commission should not
have the right to teN the council what
shall be the retaH charges to the individual consumers. If the S'tate Electrici ty Commission decides to charge
the Melbourne City Council £250,000 for
the electricity supplied to it wholesale in
a year, that is the business of the CommISSIon, and the council raises no
objection, but i't does object to the right
of the Commission to dictate the retail
prices charged by the council. Under
the present arrangements the Melbourne
City Council is making a profit of
approximately £150,000 a year on the
sale of electricity, and it has no complaint to make on that score.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-What price is the
Commission making the Melbourne City
Council charge for retailed electricity?
Mr. HAYES.-The Commission is
forcing the council to increase the price
to consumers by 25 per cent., but the
council does not consider that it is justified in raising the price because an
increased charge is unnecessary. It is
only reasonable that the Melbourne City
Council should have the right to fix the
rate at which electricity will be retailed
to consumers within its own area. The
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council has made representations to the
Commission, but in reply the Commission
has pointed out that under the legislation
it has the right to fix both wholesale and
retail prices.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Are you in favour
of the Act being amended?
Mr. HAYES.-I desire that the Act be
amended to allow buyers of electricity
by wholesale from the Commission to
fix the rate at which that current shall
be retailed. I shall now quote from the
report of the Auditor-General for the
year ended the 30th O'f June, 1951, in
which it is stated that the profit from
electricity sold by the State Electricity
Commission in the metropolitan area
last year was £209,000. The .profit from
the eastern metropolitan branch was
£51,000, and the total profit made by
the Commission during the year 1950-51
was £342,000. The figures reveal that
the major portion of that profit was
made in the metropolitan area. In the
south-western branch there was a loss
of £115,000. Apparently, in past years,
that branch was sufficiently lucky to
have some authority make a decision to
the effect that it could sell electricity
at less than its cost of production. Why
that was done, I do not know. I think
all members will agree that residents
in the south-western area are just as
entitled to pay a fair price for their
electricity supplies as are residents in
other parts of the State.
The report of the Auditor General for
the year ended the 30th of June, 1951,
contains these wordsRural subsidy.-When tariffs were raised
from the ,1st of October, 1941, a Ministerial
direction was received informing the Commission that it was desired that no action
be taken to increase the tariffs to rural
consumers,' and that the Government had
decided, as a temporary measure, to pay
the Commission a subsidy to the extent of
the difference between the old and the new
tariffs. The Commission was required to
char.ge these consumers at the old rates
and claim reimbursement of the b'llance
from the Treasury at monthly intervals.

Mr. R. T. WHITE.-You do not disagree with the practice of helping poor
rural people?
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Mr. HAYES.-The position is that
they are not poor rural people at all.
They are receiving the benefit of reduced
charges for electricity. What has taken
place is that although a direction was
issued, it was never acted upon, and the
State Electricity Commission has been
called upon to make up the loss that
has been sustained. Total sales of electricity last year yielded £11,000,000,
from which turnover the profit should
have been considerable. However, operation of the Ballarat, Bendigo, and Geelong tramways, which are owned by the
State Electricity Commission, resulted in
a loss of £1.62,000. Miscellaneous expenses
totalled £156,000, and the Commission
finished the year with a surplus of only
£1,860. If it conducts its operations on
that basis, it will not be long before no
profit at all is made. The time has
arrived when there should be an inquiry
into the operations of the State Electrici ty Commission with a view to
determining some basis upon which the
activities of that authority can be controlled. To-day the Commission has an
" open go " so far as the raising of money
is concerned.
There can be no doubt that any nongovernmental undertaking which yielded
a profit of only £1,860 from an annual
turnover of £11,000,000 should be subjected to some form of inquiry.
The
position in relation to the State Electricity Commission is desperate. I am
not hostile to the principle of persons
who reside in certain parts of the State
receiving benefits, but I am opposed to
the principle of persons who reside in
one portion of the State which at present
yields a profit of £500,000 annually
being called upon to contribute more
when it is not required. If the State
Electricity Commission divides the State
into zones, and one zone makes a profit
of £250,000, there is no reason why that
profit should be increased by an additional £250,000. An endeavour should
be made to treat consumers reasonably,
and no effort should be made to impose
upon them an extra charge which the
State Electricity Commission does not
really require.
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The Melbourne City Council does not
require extra money from the sale of
electricity, but, under an Act of Parliament that was passed in 1942 or 1943,
the State Electricity Commission insists
that every municipality that is retailing electricity must increase its charges
on a uniform basis irrespective of
whether it is making profits or losses.
I hope that those retailers of electricity
who are losing money will be asked to
increase their charges and that there
will be a Ministerial direction that the
charges of those retailers who are making profits will not be increased.
I
emphasize that at present there is no
uniformity. I request that early consideration be given by the Government
to my representations.
Mr. BLOCK (Ivanhoe).-I wish to
deal first with the question of road
transport charges on cement carried
from New South Wales to Victoria.
Members will be fully aware that the
Geelong cement works suffered recently
because of floods and the production of
cement there decreased in consequence.
Any added charge placed on cement
which enters Victoria results in an increase in the cost of housing projects
as well as any other works that involve
the use o~ cement. It is interesting to
note that, .prior to the 1st of JU'ly,
1952, the New South Wales road tax
was Is. for a per,mit fee to Albury or
Wodonga, and that the Victorian road
tax was £5 a load. As from the 1st of
of July, 1952, the New South Wales
Governmen t im'posed a road tax of
£7 lOs. a ton, and the Victorian Government followed by increasing its tax to
£15 a load. This amounts to an added
impost of £8 lOs. a ton, based on an
average 10-ton load.
We all know that the railways for
years past have been unable to handle
adequately the quantity of cement coming from New South Wales into Victoria.
Long delays take place in transhipment
from gauge to gauge at the border, and
there is consequent serious loss through
the breakage of bags of cement. It has
been said that in a 12-ton railway consignment of cement the loss in breakage
is up to a total of 97 bags-4 tons. It
has been found that the 5-ply paper bag
in which cement is loaded travels much
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more easily by road and with less waste
between New South Wales and Melbourne than by any other means. It
appears on an examination of these few
facts that the imposition of the increased
tax in Victoria is adding very seriously
to the cost of cement entering this State.
It may be asked why such large quantities are being brought here, but that
is because at the moment the works at
Geelong cannot cope with their commitments. The Government should consider reducing the amount of the tax
imposed at the present time by £10
to £5 to allow cement to come into Victoria at a rate that would make it
economic to use.
I listened with some interest to the
illuminating remarks of the honorable
member for Melbourne concerning the
rents demanded for accommodation in
the North Melbourne slum area. The
honorable member quoted such. rents as
£3 18s. and £4 5s. a week for certain
premises. In this matter I think he
might well be on my side, when he considers that residents in Housing Commission homes in the area I represent
are paying equally high rents and, in
addition, much higher fares than the
constituents of the honorable member for
Melbourne are required to pay for travelling into and out of the city.
The honorable member might take into
consideration also the terms on which
these high rents have been based. They
are based on the capital cost of the
particular project, subject to certain
reductions laid down in the Commonwealth-State Housing Agreement arrived
at in 1946, and signed by that great
statesman whom members of the Labour
party in this House are continually lauding. In regard to the areas mentioned
by the honorable members for Melbourne,
the Housing Commission cannot allow
the high cost of land as one of the charges
on the job. I know that in one case the
Commission paid for a three-roomed
house, and tile land on which it stood,
the sum of £28 lOs. to an old-aged pen ..
sioner who was 87 years of age.
Mr. HAYEs.-Why pick on one particular block? Take the whole area.
Mr. BLOCK.-When the' honorable
member complains about the Housing
Commission, he should remember that
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this State, in effect, is exploiting the
workers by the imposition of high rents.
He does not say anything at all in favour
of an argument that there should be
something like a com-parable 'return payable to a private individual who was in a
position to make his property available
for renting.
I want to discuss next a matter that
was mentioned in the House last night
by the honorable member for Kew,
namely, the condition of the Chandler
Highway between Kew and Fairfield.
That road was repaired at a cost of
about £1,200, of which amount the
Government bore three-fifths and the
adjoining municipalities of Heidelberg
and Kew the remaining two-fifths. However, the repair job was no sooner done
than all the repairs were thrown out,
so that the road is now in a worse condition than before the amount of £1,200
was put into it. The work was carried
out by the Country Roads Board, and I
repeat that no sooner had it been done
than the same state of affairs occurred
again. The expenditure of £1,200 was
a complete waste of money because the
job had not been tackled in the right
way in the first place. The bus proprietor
who has been running a service over
the highway is threatening again to take
his bus off the route, because the wheels
are falling off his vehicle. . He cannot be
blamed for that threat. The people of
Ivanhoe believe that if this bus stops,
the already inadequate service will have
to carry an additional load until a stage
is reached where the maintenance of any
service becomes impossible. I understand that some alternative route has
been suggested to the bus proprietor and
that he is now prepared to keep his
vehicle going for another week. Meanwhile the Government should consider
this matter urgently and deal with it as
promptly as possible.
I direct attention to the lack of appreciation by the responsible authorities for
the long delays that are experienced by
the travelling public at the Clifton Hill
railway crossing in Heidelberg-road.
This highway is used in the main by the
constituents whom I represent. I myself have stood at that crossing and been
compelled to wait for four trains to pass.
I hear an interjection that there must
Session 1951-52.-[38]
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be too many trains. There are too man y
trains passing over that level crossing,
which is one of the worst bottle-necks
in the metropolitan area-a narrow
thoroughfare running off wide roads.
One of the main arteries taking traffic
to the railway lines is HoddIe-street, and
traffic piles up at the crossing from all
directions. Some responsible authority
should look carefully and closely into this
problem and find some way of overcoming it.
I was interested to-night to hear the
honorable member for Richmond say that
the Labour party was eager that people
should own their own homes. I trust
that the Government will devise a
method of making valuations of Housing
CommissioOn estates so that persons
renting the homes may have the opportunity to purchase them. Occupiers of
those homes would not worry so much as
they do about paying rents of £3 18s. or
£4 55. a week if by so doing they could
acquire an equity in the property. It is:
estimated that on an avera:ge only 2s. a
week of a rent of £3 18s. will be credited
towards the purchase of a Housing
Commission hoOme.
The only information with which I
have been supplied on this subject is that
it is not possible for the Housing Commission to make valuations because the
jobs have not been finished. In estates
in which 2,000 houses have been erected,
it should have been possible long before
this for the CoOmmission to have assessed
the value of those properties and to
make them available for purchase by the
tenants. If the Labour party is sincere
in its expressed desire that these homes
should be offered for sale, I submit that it
migh t support a move to reduce the size
of the works in which the Housing Commission is enga.ged. It would be far
easier for the Housing Commission to
determine the value, of properties if it
engaged in building only 100 or 200
homes at a time.
In the electorate which I represent
there is an estate of about 3,000 houses'
in course of construction, and it will not
be possible to sell one of them before aIr
have been completed. Had foresight and
common sense been exercised, and the
appropriate Act suitably amended or a
regulation made, those homes could have
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been made available for purchase long
ago. Tha t job has been in progress
since 1946, and since that time it should
have been possible to sell a large number
of houses to tenants instead of allowing
them to waste their money in paying rent.
Residents of Heidelberg and the'
Heidelberg City Council have continually
requested the establishment of a shelter
at the Heidelberg railway station for use
by railway passengers awaiting buses to
convey them to .other destinations. On
every occasion on which the Railway
Department has been approached on the
matter, a representative has offered the
excuse that by erecting such a shelter ,the
Department W.ould be catering for bus
passengers, not railway passengers.
Actually, the persons concerned are rail·
way passengers awaiting buses. The
only land available in the locality is ra!1way land and I consider that the Department should erect a, shelter for the
convenience of these people. I trust that
the Govevnment will consider the matters
I have raised and afford me an opportunity of reporting the result to those
whom I represent.
Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-The matter
last mentioned by the honorable member
for Iva1nhoe is of considerable concern
to me. When I was Minister of Health
I begged the bus owners operating in the
Heidelberg district to erect shelters for
use by persons visiting the Gresswell
Sanatorium and the M,ont Park Mental
Hospital, but they v10uld not even put up
an umbrella to protect travellers. The
bus owners in that district are greedy.
I invite the honorable member for Ivanhoe to examine the relevant file, from
which he would learn that the bus
owners whom he seeks to protect would
not erect a shelter for anyone in the
district.
Mr. BLocK.-I am thinking of the convenience of the people.
Mr. BARRY.-The honorable member
for Ivanhoe seeks to protect only the bus
owners. When I was Minister of Health,
I was asked· to close the roads in the
grounds of the mental institutions of
Mont Park and the Gresswell Sanatorium
because the bus owners would not erect
a shelter for their patrons. Are persons
railway passengers when they are using
the roads, to. Mont Park and the Gress-
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well Sanatorium?
If the honorable
member for Ivanhoe desires that justice
should be done to the travelling public in
his district he should urge the bus proprietors to erect shelter sheds along
thei,r routes.
Mr. BLocK.-There are some shelters
along the routes.
Mr. BARRY.-There is not one in the
grounds at ,Mont Park or the Gresswell
Sanatorium. We all care a little about
the inmates of those institutions, and
some thought should be given to them.
Although they are not entitled to vote in
a State election, they are worthy of
attention. The welfa're of the bus proprietors seems to be the sole concern of
the honorable member for Ivanhoe. The
railway station -provides shelter at
Heidelberg. Why should the RaHway
Department build a shelter for use by
people who wiSh to travel in buses?
The honorable member for Ivanhoe
also referred to the Clifton Hill railway
gates. The party of which he is a member occupied the Treasury bench for 70
years, but did not attempt to do anything concerning this matter.
The
honorable member opposed me in
Carlton at a comparatively recent
Assembly general election, but at no
time during that campaign did he refer
to the subject of replacing the railway
gates at Clifton Hill with a bridge or
tunnel. To-night the honorable member
alleged that cement from New South
Wales was being used for home building
purposes, but my interjection "How
much of that cement is being used for
that purpose?" was disregarded. As a
builder of houses, the h('norable member is aware that New South Wales.
cement is not being used in that way.
He built houses for the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works, of which
body I am a Commissioner, and the
Board decided to meet the extra expense
incurred over and above the price
quoted.
Reference has been made to the
Chandler Highway-a small road con~
necting the municipalities of Kew and
Heidelberg.
The councils concerned.
have become a laughing stock as a result
of their inactivity in this matter.
It
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demonstrates how impossible it is for
municipal government to be carried on
under the existing system.
Mr. RYLAH.-You do not know what
you are talking about, because the land
is owned by the Railway ,Department.
Mr. BARRY.-The councils want the
Government to build that half-mile of
roadway, so that a bus service can continue operating between the two districts. What would happen if every
municipal council that desired a small
road constructed induced the local State
member to approach the Government to
do the work? F'Or what reas'On ha ve
municipal councils been constituted'?
What has occurred in connection with
the Chandler Highway affords one additional reason for my advocating the constitution of a Greater Melbourne Council.
The honorable member for Ivanhoe
referred to the exorbitant rents charged
for Housing Commission properties. One
solution of that problem would be for
the State Government to induce the
Commonwealth Government to agree to
extend, under the housing agreement.
the life of the various types of properties
constructed. No house built in the
Melbourne metropolitan area in recent
years has a life limited to 53 year!:l.
Some people are still living in houses
that were built 100 years ago. If the
estimated duration of the life of Housing
Commission properties were doubled, the
Commission could then cut the rent by
40 per cent.
Mr. WHATELY.-It might result in the
rent of Commission homes being reduced
by 1s. a week.
Mr. BARRY.-On the basis of value of
land purchased and capital invested, if
the CommIssion were granted double the
time in which to repay it could reduce
the rents charged by at least 40 per
cent.
No Commission house is worth
what has been paid for it if it d'Oes not remain habitable for more than 53 years.
Sooner or later this problem must be
tackled, because the time will come
when tenants will not be able to pay
the rents demanded.
I predict that
tenants of Commission homes will form
an association and wiIi decide to refuse
t'O pay the rents at present being
charged. I would be happy to lead
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an association of that kind. It would be
unfair and unjust to ask tenants to pay
more than £2 a week for the rent of a
home the life of which is limited to 53
years.
Mr. FULToN.-ln some instances, the
rent charged by the C'Ommission exceeds
£3 a week.
Mr. BARRY.-The tenants cannot be
expected to pay excessive'rents, and in
justice to themselves I hope that they
will refuse to pay.
What will the
Government do with them then?
Parliamentarians who have handled this
question have shown a lamentable lack
of foresight, and it is our duty to
acknowledge honestly that the tenants
of Housing Commission homes are being robbed by being compelled to pay
the rents charged. They should not be
asked to meet the excessive overhead
costs of the Commission, which employs
inspectors to walk. around and see what
is happening in the homes. The Government, through the Housing Commission,
is the only body at present erecting
houses for renting purposes.
In the
last few years, private enterprise has not
built homes for letting purposes, with
the exception 'Of a few fiats. If any mem~
ber can sh'OW me a home that was built
privately for renting purposes between
the time when I was Minister 'Of H'Ousing
and t:he present day, I will buy him a
new hat.
Mr. WHATELY.-That proves that the
country is going down the drain.
Mr. BARRY.-It does not.
Mr. TYAcK.-Landlords are being discouraged.
Mr. BARRY.-They may be, but the
fact is that persons paying rent are being
robbed.
Mr. TYAcK.-Only in the amount that
the Government charges.
Mr. BARRY.-In this matter, no
Government has been fair and it is time
we cut the overhead costs of the Housing
Commission. vVe s1:tould dispense with
the services of half of its inspectors.
Tenants should be asked to pay on the
basis of the real cost of their homes and
the true estimated life of the dwellings.
Any competent valuer will attribute a
longer life to these dwellings than the
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period provided in the State-Commonwealth housing agreement. I trust that
action will be taken on the lines that I
have indicated.
I support the statements of the honorable member for Melbourne. The Melbourne City Council approached the State
Electricity Commission asking that it be
relieved of the duty of having to make
an additional, charge for its electricity
supplies. The council is making huge
sums of money out of its scheme and
does not want to increase its profits.
Speaking as a member of the Melbourne
City Council, I ask why that authority
should be obliged to make its consumers
pay more than it desires to charge them?
The State Electricity Commission finds
that it is losing money through running
tramway services in country centres, and
so it is compelled to inflict additional
charges on its consumers. Why then
must I say to the people I represent,
"You must pay more for your electricity
although the Melbourne City Council does
not want the money"?
Mr. TYAcK.-That is an example of
State Socialism.
Mr. BARRY.-It is not. Councillors
who are opposed to my policy say, "That
is all rigJ:1t. We will give the money to
support Councillor Petty of Prahran so as
to defeat you on your Greater Melbourne
Council proposal."
Last year, they
donated £1,000. The council does not
want to make more money out of electricity, but it is told that it must charge
an additional amount under the Act.
Although people served by the council
are paying as much as others are charged
for electricity throughout the State, they
receive poorer service than residents in
the metropolitan area served by the Commission.
Mr. TYAcK.-That happens under State
:socialistic schemes.
Mr. BARRY.-If this was a case of
State Socialism, people supplied by the
Melbourne City Council would receive
service similar to that enjoyed by consumers in other parts of the metropolitan
area. Those people can approach the
StCl.te Electricity Commission to buy an
electric stove or a hot water service, if
they can get the necessary "sticker."
That cannot he done by consumers in
the City of Melbourne. I Icannot ob-bad'll
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those concessions. Under a socialistic
scheme, I would enjoy benefits similar
to those available to other members. The
honorable member for Melbourne submitted a case which is of great concern
to the people that he and I represent in
this Parliament. ,The Government should
see its way clear to provide that any
municipality generating electricity and
selling it to consumers has the right to
determine the rate of profit it desires to
make. I repeat that the Melbourne City
Council does not wish to obtain the
additional amount that the legislation
says it must charge, and consumers
should receive the benefits arising out of
the good management of this activity.
The fact that another concern is badly
managed is not a valid reason why the
council should have to impose additional
charges. That is unjust to many poor
people who reside within the boundaries
of the City of Melbourne.
Manufacturers are most anxious to be supplied
with electricity by the council because
the cost is less than the charge made by
other supplying authorities. Domestic
users must pay the extra rate and the
council is really forced to "sock" oldage pensioners. I trust that the Government will take appropriate action to
overcome the difficulties that I have
::nentioned.
Mr. WHATELY (Camberwell) (By
Zeave).-I desire to make a personal
explanation.
I understand that my
reference to the Railway Department
and to certain advantages which it
enJoys created the impression that the
Depart1ment assumes no r~sponsibility
for the maintenance of its fences. If that
is so, I apologize to the Railway Department. The point of my remarks applied
in respect of branch lines where trains
run only in daylight, and it is along those
lines that the fences are neglected, allowing cattle to stray.
Mr. LECKIE (Evelyn).-The first
matter which I desire to discuss relates
to the difficulties being experienced by
the Education Department. We aU know
that the fi:nancial position of the Governmen t is stringent, and that ill though
certain things cannot be attended to
immediately, they can be remedied in the
future. However, one thing which cannot be rectifi.ed in the future is the loss of

Supplementary Estimates [9

JULY,

1952.J

for 1951-52.

907

education suffered by school children on tanks and stands were being erected.
account of the inadequacy of school The contractor became annoyed when he
acoommodation.
I appreciate that was about to put up the tanks to find that
although much overtime is being worked the down pipes ran to the gr,ound instead
it is impossible to provide the extra" of being available to carry the water into
school accommodation which is required. the tanks. However, that was rectified
However, I think that, due to a lack of and the tanks were provided. Local
imagina tion, there is a certain degree of residents then queried why rain-water
waste of the resources available.
tanks were put up in the first place, in
The proposal I submit is one of simple view of the fact that wa'ter reticulated
arithmetic. If the sum of £10,000 is by the Melbourne and Metropolitan
available for the building of schools, and Board of Works was available on the
if a building costs £2,500, it will be spot. The explanation was that the
possible to provide four schools, but if additional class-rooms had been intended
the cost can be reduced to £2,000 five as additions to a school at a place where
schools could be provided by the expendi- no reticulated water was available, but
ture of the same sum of money. It is nobody bothered to alter the plans. In
most important at the present time that my opinion much money, labour, and
five schools be provided instead of four. I material which is being wasted in that
shall mention <, several small matters way might well be used to provide first
which clearly illustrate what I have in class buildings where they are urgently
mind. I am informed that, as a means of needed.
saving money, a kiind of blanket direction
I quote as a third example what
operates at present that no more septic
tanks are to be installed in schools. happened concerning a school at Kilsyth.
Certainly, that may be a proper policy Twelve months ago the accommodation
where an existing pan system is working problem at that centre was acute, three
efficiently, but it is a short-sighted policy children having to sit in the one desk.
in the construction of new schools in Some of the desks had to be placed on the
areas where reticulated water i~ avail- teacher's dais. The provision of one
able, because obviously the pan system prefabricated class-room was approved.
would at some subsequent time have to Settlement in the Kilsyth area was devebe changed over to .a septic tank system. loping rapidly, and it was obvious that as
Naturally, that would involve greater the population was increasing one addiexpendi ture than if the septic tank tional class-room would not be sufficient
to meet future needs. At that time I made
system were installed immediately.
representations to the Department to proAnother way in which available vide an additional class-room. The first
resources are not used to the best additional room has now been erected
advantage is in the rather unimaginative and it has relieved the situation conapproach of the Public Works Depart- siderably, but on account of a still
ment to the actual construction of further increase in the population in the
schools. In this connection, I bring to district the accommoda tion has again
the notice of the Government what is reached the bursting stage.
That is
happening in the construction of certain what I forecast twelve months ago.
prefabricated buildings at the Lilydale
High School. The s;hortage of accomThe Department has intimated that it
modation at that school has been is calling for a report, after receipt of
very acute, and the four additional which it will consider providing another
class-rooms which have now been class-room. I have been informed unerected have only partially relieved officially that the additional accommodathe difficulty in providing accommodation tion will be provided.
Howe~er, the
for children from a wide area in which point I desire to bring forward is the
there is no other high school that they wasteful method adopted of providing
may attend.
only one class-room and twelve months
Earlier this year these additional class- later again calling for tenders for the
rooms were provided, but the work was erection of another room. If a little
delayed for some time while rain water more imagination had been used in the
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first place and if two additional dassrooms had been provided originally, a
good deal of cost would have been saved.
As we all know, the State's financial
resources are limited at the present
time, and therefore every effort should
be made to use them to the best advantage to provide the maximum accommodation for children who over a wide?
area are unable to obtain entrance to
high schools.
It is tragic that, on
account of the lack of school accommcielation, many children at present cannot get a secondary education which
they urgently need.
The next matter which I wish to discuss relates to road traffic.
I understand that shortly new regulations under
the Motor Car Act will be gazetted. I
desire to' make a suggestion which
might be incorporated in those regulations. The topic has received a good
deal of publicity in recent times. I refer
to the requirement that tail lights on
motor cars must be operated by a switch
situated outside the vehicle. The reason
advanced for that rule is, I understand,
that criminals might be able to switch
off the tail light from inside the vehicle
and thereby prevent the number of their
car from being taken. I suggest that
the number of occasions on which that
might happen would be very rare.
The present system entails many
serious disadvantages.
What happens
at present is that when motorists are
returning home in the evening and the
time arrives when tail lights should be
switched on, drivers all along the road
will be seen to switch on their parking
lights in clear recognition of the fact
that it is getting dark.
A driver says
to himself, "I am nearly home now; I
have only another mile to go; I will
not bother to get out to switch on my
tail lighV' Consequently, a grave menace
is created, when visibility is at its worst.
I am sure that many accidents are caused
because of that factor, which is a more
serious consideration than that advanced
in favour of the retention of the foolish
separate tail-light switch, the operation
of which exposes a driver to considerable
danger because he has to alight on the
traffic side of his car in order to comply
with the regulations.
Mr. Leckie.
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The second matter with which I wish
to deal relates to vehicles that are known
as timber jinkers. The front portion is
fashioned like an ordinary truck and a
°trailing jinker is attached by a long
single pole. Timber jinkers track well
when they are loaded with from one
to three logs but this is not so when they
are unloaded. In the latter instance, the
rear bogie will not follow the track of
the front wheels and will swing all over
the road. This has been the cause of
several serious accidents. It is a terrifying experience to meet an unloaded timber jinker on a curve and see the back
wheels sweeping round many feet outside the track of the front wheels. My
contention is that it is possible to pull
the rear portion of the jinker up above
the cabin so that the rear wheels will
be off the ground. When so mounted,
the vehicle becomes, in effect, an
ordinary truck consisting of a pair of
front wheels and a pair of rear-driving
wheels. In that condition it is perfectly
safe.
Some twelve months ago I suggested that it should be made compulsory for unladen timber jinkers to be
mounted so that the extension wheels
would be raised off the ground to elimina te the menace of the swinging rear
portion. I received a reply that the
matter had been investigated by the
Police Department but my suggestion
was considered to be impracticable
because many bush mills did not possess
lifting gear necessary to raise the heavy
portion of the jinker which would be
carried, in effect, as a load. It appears
to me that the excuse can hardly be
accepted because,' ·obviously, ordinary
block and tackle which would cost not
more than £10 would suffice to lift the
rear portion of a jinker, and any mill
outside the city area would have sufficient trees available to afford an adequate
purchase for its operation. The timber
jinker is a very advantageous type of
vehicle for the transportation of timber.
As a rule, the drivers are highly skilledin fact, they must be. I maintain, however, that unladen timber jinkers constitute a serious menace to the travelling
public. It is perfectly reasonable to
require the owners of such vehicles to
carry the block and tackle necessary to
load the rear portion on to the tray when
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the jinker is not actually carrying timber. In that way, our roads could be
freed of one of the. menaces tha tare
taking such a terrible toll of human life.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-Timber jinkers travel
at high speeds at times.
Mr. LECKIE.-I agree, but excessive
speed can be controlled by enforcement
of the existing law.
Mr. FULToN.-Have you any idea of
the approximate number of accidents
that have been caused by timber jinkers?
Mr. LECKIE.-I have not seen any
figures in that regard but I live on a
road upon which timber jinkers are
travelling every day. The electorate
that I have the honour to represent is
one in which there is probably a greater
number of timber jinkers than anywhere
else in the State.
Mr. RYLAH.-Apart from the accidents that are caused by timber jinkers,
there is the aspect of other vehicles being forced off the roads by them.
Mr. LECKIE.-I agree. The indirect
e,ffect is as serious-if not more so-as
any accidents that are caused by timber
jinkers. The approach of an unladen
timber jinker terrifies other drivers, who
naturally sheer away from them.
I should like also to support the remarks made yesterday by the honorable
member for Kew in relation to the time
occupied in suburban courts by the giving of evidence by traffic constables.
Like the honorable member for Kew, I
have had considerable experience in this
regard and have observed traffic constables waiting for half a day at a time
for one small case to come on. This
case might relate to a minor offence,
such as crossing an intersection against
traffic lights or going around the wrong
side of a traffic button. While those
constables are waiting to give their
evidence, the roads are not being
patrolled by them and, during that time,
many more offences are committed but
are not detected.
An important aspect in regard to the
control of traffic and the prevention of
accidents is that there should be as
many policemen as possible actually
visible on the roads because their
pres~nce acts as a deterrent.
I believe
that a little too much emphasis is be-

for 1951-52.

9Q9

ing given at the present time to obtaining evidence necessary for the conduct
of prosecutions, and that too little emphasis is being given to the proper control of traffic and the warning of
motorists who infringe the law. Frequently the cause of an accident is not
the actual infringement of a regulation
but bad driving practice; The practice
of cutting in, particularly behind trams
in the metropolitan area, is not and
cannot be properly covered .by regulations but is one of the most fruitful
sources of both minor and major
smashes.
There are no regulations
other than those against dangerous or
negligent driving which can be employed
to prohibit that kind of thing, because
obviously one car must be allowed to
pass another. It is horrifying to see
the number of cars which seem to choose
the crest of a hill or the extremity of a
blind curve to pass another car ahead.
A useful job could be done by the Police
Force if they would pull up an offending motorist, not with a view to prosecuting him but to point out the danger
of the practice and to warn him that
this is something which, if he persists
in it, will lead to a very serious smash
involving others as well as himself.
I would go further and suggest that
a record should be kept of the warnings
given by police officers and that, upon
a conviction for an offence against the
Motor Car Act or its regulations, it
should be permissible to bring to the
notice of the magistrate or Bench the
fact that the offender has on previous
occasions received police warnings. That
would follow present procedure under
wh'ich convictions may be adduced before a penalty is awarded.
In other States and in other parts of
the world this problem of road traffic
is being given attention, and many and
various methods have been tried to
save the motorist from himself. It is
unfortunate that the best and most careful driver, one who has driven a car for
years without an accident, is just as
likely to be the victim of the reckless
or dangerous driver as another person
who himself drives badly or recklessly.
Mr. FULToN.-The careful driver is
just as likely to have an accident himself.
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Mr. LECKIE.-I would not concede
that.
Mr. FuLToN.-These things happen to
every one.
Mr. LECKIE.-I agree with the Minister if he means that the careful driver
is as liable to be run into by some one
else as is the dangerous driver. That
is just the point I am making. Education along the lines I have suggested
would be of very great help. In Melbourne, as many interstate and overseas visitors have noticed, manners on
the road are deplorable.
Time and
again one can see the astonished expression on the face of a driver when
any road courtesy has been extended to
him in the course of a journey. It does
not matter much whether one gets home
from work of an evening at twenty
minutes past six o'clock or twenty-two
minutes past, but those two minutes seem
to make all the difference in the world
with many people, the outcome being a
mad rush which is the cause of so many
accidents.
As has just been remarked by way
of interjection, the motorist himself
pays for this recklessness on the road
by way of the very high premiums
required both for third-party and comprehensive insurance. That argument,
however, does not appeal very greatly
to the reckless driver for the reason
that early enough in his career he has
forfeited his no-claim bonus.
The
huge cost of road accidents devolves
very largely on the insurance companies. I feel that the suggestions I
have made might profitably be tried out
because anything is worth trying to cut
down the terrible losses occurring on
the roads at present.
Progress was reported.
ADJOURNMENT.
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT: LAND FOR HOMES
AT DANDENONG.
Sir ALBERT LIND
Lands).-I move-

(Minister

of

That the House, at its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday next at half-past Three
o'clock.

The motion was agreed to.

Adjottf'nment.

Sir ALBERT LIND
Lands) .-1 move-

(Minister

of

That the House do now adjourn.

Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dandenong).
-In addressing myself to the Supplementary Estimates yesterday I raised
for the attention of the Minister of Transport a matter having to do with the
acquisition by the Railway Department
of land on which to erect pre-cut homes.
In this morning's press I notice that a
senior officer of the Department controlled by the Minister of Transport has
made a statement that he does not intend
to retract the intention of the Commissioners to compulsorily acquire expensive residential land in Dandenong township.
Many people in Dandenong are pro··
perly incensed at that attitude and
action, and I ask if the Minister will
request his Commissioners to refrain
from taking any action for at least a
further fortnight so that there may be
given ample proof to the satisfaction of
the Minister that the excuse advanced
by the Commissioners that the suggested
alternative area is subject to flooding is
without foundation and that the area
affected is much nearer to the railways
and more suitable in every way and could
be an acceptable substitute, so giving
back to the people of Dandenong land
they do not desire to be used for the
erection of pre-cut homes.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND (Minister
of Transport) .-1 discussed this matter
with the chairman of the Railways Commissioners to-day, and he maintains that
the land which the Department has inspected is liab~,e to flooding. It was
flooded in fact in 1:934, and access to the
township was cut off. And, what is more,
r resent very definitely the idea that
railway employees should be pushed
away in some place or places that can be
flooded or pushed out in the bush. Those
employees have as much ,right to live in
decent surroundings as has the honorable member or any of his constituents.
Mr. DAWNAY-MoULD.-I could not be
in greater agreement with you. All the
same, you are begging the question.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 9.59 p.m.
until Tuesday) July 15.
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Hard Fuel Authority-Proposed establishment, 1541.
Hospitals-Means test for patients, 2643.
Housing-Home finance scheme, 1538.
Housing Commission-Slum reclamation,
1538.
Imported Materials Loan and AppUcation
(Amendment) Bill, 2555.
Kyneton District Hospital-Inv.estigation
of allegations, 1961.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill,
1533.
Land Tax Bill, 2311.
Leader of Labour Party in the Council,
968.
Leave of Absence-For Mr. Slater, 1061.
Loan Funds-Commonwealth allocations
to Victoria, 1065; use of to finance
St·ate deficit, 1066; distribution, 2643.
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Coleman, Hon. P. L.-continued.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendmen t Bill, 2741.
Ministry, The-Redistribution of portfolios, 742.
Money Bills-Contributions of members
to debate, 1536.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2741.
Points of Order-Constitutionality of
amendment to motion for second reading
of Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4),
2633.
President-Election of, 966, 967.
Public Works-Planning by State instrumentalities, 1065; determination of
priorities, 1065, 1066.
Railway Department-Deficit, 740, 1064,
1067, 1536, 2643; inquiry into administration, 740, 741, 1067, 1068, 1070, 1536; use
of brown coal in locomotive3,. 740; coal
production at State Coal Mine, 741;
houses for miners at Wonthaggi, 741;
in'Greased fares and f.reights, 1067, 2643;
freight concessions on country goods
traffic, 1067; competition of road transport, 1068; appointment of Commissioners, 1068.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 279.
Royal Commission on Allegations of ImIproper Conduct-Attendance of members and officers of Council, 2440, 2441,
2539..
State Coal Mine-Management by Railway
Department, 1064, 1540; means of increasing output, 1540.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill, 1795.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2232, 2243.
State Instrumentalities-Control,
742;
policy and powers, 1066.
State Savings Bank-Financial policy,
1537; suggested amendment of State
Savings Bank Act, 1537, 1538; use of
surplus funds, 1537.
Supplementary Estimates-Supply of more
detailed information, 1064.
Taxation-Restoration of State rights,
1064.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2318, 2332.
Uniform
Taxation-Effect
on State
finances, 739, 1064; High Court case to
test validity, 739, 1065; formula for
reimbursement to States, 1065.

Coleman, Hon. P. L.-continued.
Water Bill, 1779, 2133, 2152, 2154, 2157.
Water Supply-Development of projects,
742.
Commonwealth
Grants
CommissionExamination of State finances, 743.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1)-Received from Assembly, 708; first reading, 708; second reading, 735; Committee, 744; remaining stages, 749.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Received trom Assembly, 1016; first reading, 1016; objection to motion for second
reading being made Order of the Day
·for same day as receipt of Bill from
Assembly, 1016; second reading, 1062;
Committee, 1092; remaining stages, 1093.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. B)-Received from Assembly, 1461; first reading, 1461; objection to motion for second
reading being made Order of the Day
for same day as recejpt of Bill from
Assembly, 1461; second reading, 1534;
Committee, 1543; remaining stages, 1552.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4)-Received f.rom Assembly, 2629; first reading, 2629; second-reading motion, 2630;
amendment, 2631; debated, 2631; agreed
to, 2683; motion, as amended, agreed to,
2683; new motion "That this Bill be
now read a second time," 2747; agreed
to, 2756; Committee and remaining
stages, 2756.
Consolidated
Revenue
Bills-Council's
powers, 736.-Supplementary Estimates
,for 1951-52, 1064.-Details of expenditure, 1064.-Departmental method of
preparing accoun ts, 1078.-Time afforded
members to consider financial questions,
1536.-Rejection by Council, 2644, 2652,
2655, 2670.-Members' reasons for rejecting Supply in 1947, 2644.-Refusal
of Supply by Assembly in 1945, 2654.Question re Supply for decision by
Council, 2659. 2678.-Granting of Supply
conditionally, 2670, 2679, 2748.
Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill, The.
(See "The Constitution (Legislative
Council) Bill.")
Co-operative Housing Societies-Report on
management fees, (qn.) 1961.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees
and Indemnities) Bill-Received from
Assembly, 1893; first reading, 1893;
second reading, ~'215; rer.lslning stages,
2229.
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Inquiries-Method of selecting
jurymen, (qn.) 1162.-Jury for inquiry
into Boronia level crossing fatalities,

Coroner'~

(qnJ 1162.

Country Fire Authority Bill-Received from
Assembly, 2305; first reading, 2305;
second reading, 2441, 2464; inst,ruction
to Committee, 2472; Committee, 2472;
remaining stages, 2472; message from
Assembly re amendments dealt with,
2629.
Country Party-Agreement with Labour
party, 2641, 2657, 2660.-Tellms of agreement between Country party and
Liberal and Country party, 2641.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill-Re~
ceived from Assembly, 1321; first reading, 1321; second reading, 2244; remaining stages, 2247.
County Court (Amendment) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 1094; first reading, 1094;
second reading, 1174, 1329; Committee,
1338, 1465; remaining stages, 1466.
Crown Proceedings Bill-Introduction and
first 'reading, 8; second reading, 244;
Bill referred to Statute Law Revision
Committee, 247; Ireport presented, 969;
second-reading debate resumed, 2540;
Committee, 2547; remai.ning stages, 2549.

D.
Dairying Industry-Veterinary assistance to
dairymen, 748.
Death. (See" McNally, the late Hon. C.
E.")
Decentralization-Railway freight concessions to country industries, 1084. (See
also "Railway Department-Freights
and Fares.")

Department of Health-Expenditure on
health
services,
1541.-Compulsory
X-ray examinations, 1545. (See also
•• Mental Hygiene.")
Discharged
Servicemen's
Employment
Board-Personnel, staff, functions and
reports, (qns.) 1018.
Distinguisbed Visitors-The Right Honoralble R. K. Law, 437; Mr. Joseph
Grimond, 437.
DivisionsAdjournment-On motion " That the House

do now adjourn," 2338.

Bm (No. 4)-On
amendment to motion for second reading, 2683; on second-reading motion, as
amended, 2683.

Consolidated Revenue

Divisions-continued.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Finanoial> Billr-

On amendment to motion for second
reading, 1348.
Hairdressers Registration (A mendment)
Bill-On clause 3, 2317.
Kyneton District Hospital-On motion for

adjournment of House, 2006.
Land (Development Leases) Am,endment
Bill-On amendment to clause 2, 1619.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill-·

On motion for second reading, 534; on
new motion for second reading, 734; on
motion for postponement of further consideration of Bill, in Committee, 1534.
Marketing of Primary P1'oducts (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill-On amendment to

clause 3, 456; on amendment to clause
9,458.
Registration
of
Births
Deaths
and
Marriages Bill-On amendment to clause

3, 1174.
The Oonstituti'on (Legislative Oouncil>
Bill-On motion for second reading, 520.
To,talizator (Amendment) Bill-On clause

2, 2337; on motion for third reading,
2337.
Water Bill-On clause 2, 2153; on clause
6, 2156.
Dog Racing-Revenue from winning bets
tax and licence fees, (qn.) 1776.

E.
Eager, Sir Clifden, Q.C. (East Yarra Province).
Election of Presiden.t, 966.
(See also
.. President, The (Sir Clifden Eager,
Q.C'>.")
Education - Registered
Post-Primary
Schools: Proposed concession re school
bus services, 1069.
Education DepartmentAdministration and Finance-Additional
expenditure on education, 537. - Increased cost of education, 1541.
Inspectors-Residences, 1093.
Royal Oommission-Proposed appointment
to inquire into education system, (qn'>
1461.
Schools and Buildings - Stawell State
School No. 502: Shortage of accommodation, 1077, 1092.-Ballarat Girls'
Secondary School: State of disrepair,
1077; renovations, 1078; construction of
new building, 1077; rate of progress ot
work, 1077, 1092, 1093.-Provision of
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Education Department--continued.
additional class-rooms, 1091, (qnJ 2125,
2651.-Opening of West Heidelberg
High School, (qn.) 1462.-Proposed new
State school at Macleod, (qn.) 1462.Construction of high school at Ringwood,
(qn.) 1776.-Additional class-rooms at
Greensborough State School, (qnJ 1776.
--Shortage of schools, (qn.) 2125, 2643,
2682.-Purchase and erection of Bristol
pre-fabricated schools, 2651.
Teachers-Residences, 1093.-Case of Mr.
R. D. Goodman, 1349.-Additional staff
required, (qn.) 2125.-Number of male
and female teachers, (qn.) 2125.Temporary staff, (qn.) 2125.-Shortage,
(qn.) 2125, 2682.
Transport of SCholars-Country bus services, 1068, 1090; amendment of regulations to extend benefits of services, 1069.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing Board-Pricefixing powers, 749.
Eildon Weir. (See" Water Supply.")
Elections and Qualifications CommitteeAppointments, 3.
Electoral-Redistribution of Assembly electorates: Subject discussed, pages 2639
to 2683 and 2747 to 2756. (See also
"Legislative Council").
Evidence Bill-Report of Statute Law Revision Committee presented, 1465.-Bill
received from Assembly, 1893; first reading, 1893; second reading, 2160, 2458;
remaining stages, 2464.

F.
Ferguson, HOIl. D. P. J. (South-Western
Province).
Australian Red Cross Society-Welfare
House hostel, 1465.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1073.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1547,
1549.
Floods-Damage in Barwon valley, 1073;
preventive measures, 1073; appointment
of controlling authority, 1074.
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bill, 1323.
Geelong Harbor Trust-Reconstitution,
1322.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1344.
Geelong
Waterworks
and
Sewerage
(Amendment) Bill, 2561.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Construction of maternity hospital at Geelong, 2125.

Ferguson, Hon. D. P. J.-continued.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 2003.
Old Folk's Home, Geelong-Construction
and occupancy, 2537.
Railway
Department-Geelong-Queens-cliff line: Motor train service, 1461.
1549, 2127; fares, 1549.-Administration"
1549, 1550.-Melbourne-Geelong line::
Duplication, 2126; passenger service..
2126, 2537.-Colac-Geelong passenger
service, 2127.-Melbourne-Warrnambool
line: Buffet car, 2537.
Transport-Need of co-ordination, 1549'~
Under-Privileged Children-Closing of
holiday camp at Queenscliff, 1074, 1547.
Water Bill, 2151.
Firearms Bill-Received from Assembly and
restored under temporary Standing
Order for lapsed Bills, 31; Committee>:
436; remaining stages, 437.
Firearms Offences Bill-Received from
Assembly, 31; first reading, 31; second
reading, 68, 155; Committee, 162; remaining stages, 163; clerical error corrected, 510.
Fil'e Brigades (Long-service Leave) Amendment Bill-Received from Assembly
and restored under temporary Standing
Order for lapsed Bills, 31; ordered to be
committed, 31.
Fisheries and Game Departrnent-DestnJcttion of opossums, 535.
Fishing Industry-Improvement of
2652.

port.~

Floods-;Damagp. in Barwon river valley?
1073;
preventive
measures,
1073;:
appointment of controlling authority..
1074.-Flooding in Chelsea-Carrum area".
1075, 1089, 1092; prevention of further'
flooding, 1075, 1089; recommendations
of Public Works Committee, 1076; temporary drainage plan suggested by residents, 1076.
Forests Commission-Losses in supplying
firewood for metropolitan area, 740.Timber production and revenue; (qns.:)
2538.-Sums allocated to fire protection
works, (qn.) 2538.
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 1094; first reading; ]094;
second reading, 1164, 1323; Committee~
1327; remaining stages, 1329'~
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Fraser, Hon. A. M. (Melbourne North
Province).
Agreement between Country party and
Labour party, 2657.
Bread Supplies-Zoning of delivery areas,
748.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control Bill, 2215.
Cement-Importations, 1775; costs, 1775;
distribution, 1775.
Charitable Trusts Bill, 67.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 748.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2631,
2635, 2655, 2753.
Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill,
The, 64, 514.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill, 2246.
County Court (Amendment> Bill, 1332.
Crown Proceedings Bill, 8, 244, 2540, 2541,
2547, 2548, 2549.
Discharged
Servicemen's
Employment
Board-,-Personnel and activities, 1018.
Dog Racing-Revenue from winning bets
tax and licensing fees, 1776.
Education Department-West Heidelberg
State School, 1462; Macleod State School,
1462.
J!:gg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardPrice-fixing powers, 749.
Electoral-Redistribution
of Assembly
sea ts, 2656, 2658.
Evidence Bill, 2461.
Firearms Offences Bill, 162.
Housing Commission-Shopping centre at
Heidelberg, 78.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 2558.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
389.
Justices (Amendment> Bill, 1624.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 1981.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1612, 1614, 1617.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill,
709, 711, 713, 715.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, 498.
Law Department-Games of "HouseyHousey," 1018.
Legislative Council-Retirement of members, 753; modification of franchise,
2657.
Licensing Act-Compensation fees, 1776.
LicenSing (Mildura) Bill, 154.

Fraser, Hon. A. M.-continued.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Hostel accommodation for employees from overseas, 1462; pram-bus
services, 2537.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2311,
2444.
Milk-Zoning of delivery areas, 748.
Motor Car (Amendment> Bill, 2252.
Motor Car Bill, 507.
Personal Explanation-Royal Commission
on allegations of improper conduct, 2539.
Points of Order-Restoration of Bill
dropped from Notice Paper, 715; constitutionality of amendment to motion
for second reading of Consolidated
Revenue Bill (No.4), 2635.
Racecourse Betting-Fractions in totalizator dividends, 2213.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Bill, 1169, 1173.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of members and officers of Council, 2539; privileges of Leglslative Council, 2753; privileges of members, 2754; services of
judiciary, 2754, 2755; adjournment of
proceedings, 2755; parliamentary approval of expenditure, 2755.
Statute Law Revision Bill, 269.
Supply-Rejection by Council, 2655.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2322.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1785, 1793, 1794.
Water Bill, 2139, 2157, 2158.
Woorayl (Unimproved Rating Poll) Bill,
77.

Workers Compensation Bill, 165.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) BillReceived from Assembly, 150;. first
reading, 150; second reading, 266; remaining stages, 268.

G.
Galball,., Hon. J. W. (Melbourne North
Province).
Address-in-Reply, 18.
Agriculture Department-Use of "Glenormiston
House"
as
agricultural
college, 2127.
Charitable Trusts Bill, 65.
Consolidated Revenue Bill <No. 1), 744.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1078.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2672.
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Galbally, Hon. J. W.-continued.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 1329,
1465.
Crown Proceedings Bill, 2545.
Electoral-Redistribution of Assembly
seats, 2672, 2675; disparities in Legislative Council provinces, 2675.
Evidence Bill, 2458.
Firearms Bill, 436.
Firearms Offences Bill, 158.
Hairdressers Registration (Amendment)
Bill, 2317.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
178.
Hospitals-Provision of increased accommodation, 18; raising of finance by
lottery, 18; fees, 971.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Fees
for beds in public hospitals, 744.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1473, 1624.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 1992.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) .Bill,
532.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 454.
Public Service-Technical and General
Division: Revision of salaries, 2307;
applications for reclassification, 2307.
Railway Department-Heidelberg line:
Bridge over Merri creek, 1776.
Supplementary Estimates - Preparation
and presentation, 1078; scrutiny of
governmental expenditure, 1078, 1080.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill, 1620.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2329.
Wrongs (Contributory Negligence) Bill, 7.
Gartside, Hon. C. P.
(South-Eastern
Province).
Address-in-Reply, 26.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 1469.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1088.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2659,
2660, 2666, 2744, 2747.
Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill,
The, 519.
Electoral-Agreement between Country
party and Labour party, 2659, 2660;
redistribution of Assembly seats, 2661,
2662.

(II)

Gartside, Hon. C. P.-continued.
Firearms Offences Bill, 161.
Floods in Chelsea district, 1089.
Girl Guides Association Bill, 2744.
Government Departments-Financial result of operations, 1088.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
177.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 200l.
Mines (Amendment) Bill, 1491.
Ministry, The-Constitution of Hollway
Government, 2743.
Motor Car Bill, 508.
Point of Order-Alleged offer to member
in order to secure vote, 2666.
Public Works-Finance, 26.
Registration of Births Deaths and
Marriages Bill, 1168.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of members and officers of Council, 2539.
Soldier Settlement, 1088.
Water Supply-Requirements of rapidly
developing areas, 1089; resolution of
municipalities, 1090.
Geelong
Harbor
Trust-Reconstitution,
1322.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Amendment) Bill
-Restoration under temporary Standing Order for lapsed Bills, 4; Committee, 375; remaining stages, 375.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) BillReceived from Assembly, 1321; first
reading, 1321; motion for second reading, 1339; amendment, 1344; debated,
1346; negatived, 1348; second-reading
motion agreed to, 1348; remaining
stages, 1348.
Geelong
Waterworks
and
Sewerage
(Amendment)
Bill-Received
from
Assembly, 2536; first reading, 2536;
second reading, 2560; remaining stages,
2563.
Girl Guides Association Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2535; declared a private
Bill, 2535; motion that Bill be dealt
with as a public Bill, agreed to, 2536;
first reading, 2536; second reading, 2744;
Committee, 2747; remaining stages,.
2747.
Government Departments-Financial result
of operations, 1088.

INDEX.

Governor, His Excellency General Sir
Reginald Alexander Dallas Brooks,
X.C.B., K.C.M.G., D.S.O., K.St.J.Speech on opening of session, 3.Motion for ad-option of Address-inReply, 8; seconded, 12; debated, 16.Address-in-Reply adopted, 31; presentation of Address, 423, .497.
Grigg, Hon. T. H. (Bendigo Province).
Country FiTe Authority Bill, 2467.
Firearms Bill, 436.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 445.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment Bill, 2741.
Water Bill, 2138.
Weights and Measures (Amendment) Bill,
1783.
H.

Hairdressers Registration (Amendment) Bill
----Received from Assembly, 2007; first
reading, 2007; second reading, 2314;
Committee, 2315; remaining stages,
2318.
Hard Fuel Authority-Proposed establishment, 1541.
Harvey, Hon. Trevor (Gippsland Province).
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 1162, 1466.
Girl Guides Association Bill, 2535, 2747.
Hairdressers Registration (Amendment)
Bill, 2007, 2314, 2315, 2316, 2317.
Land (:Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1321, 1609, 1615, 1619.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill, 437, 499.
RaHway Loan Application Bill, 150, 278,
280.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2125, 2229, 2241, 2244.
Statute Law Revision Bill, 150, 268, 271.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1493, 1626, 1792, 1793, 1794.
Health Department. (See" Department of
Health.")
Health· (Meat Supervision) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2007; first reading,
2007; second reading, 2338, 2451; Committee, 2455; remaining stages, 2456.
Health· (Radiological Examinations) BillReceived from Assembly, 31; first reading, 31; second reading, 73, 172; Committee, 180; third reading, 182.

Hospitals-Provision of increased accommodation, l8.-Raising of finance by lottery, l8.-Effect of State's financial position on building programme, 30.Charges to patients, 971.-Means test,
2643.-Commonwealth hospital benefits
plan, 2648. (See also .. Hospitals and
Charities Commission" and .. Kyneton
District Hospital.")
Hospitals and Charities CommissionCharging of fees bv .pubUc hospitals,
744.-Appointment of hospital managers, (qns.) 1961, 2125, 2305.-Construc. tion of maternity hospital at Geelong,
(<in.) 2125.-Appointment of hospital
secretaries, (qns.) 2536, 2793.
House Committee-Appointment of Council
members, 968.---.Resignation of Mr.
Tuckett, 968.
« Housey-Housey."
(See " Law Department.")
Housing-Accommodation for miners at
Wonthaggi, 1076, 1092.-Scheme of
finance, 1538 (See also .. Aged and Infirm,"
.. Education
Department,"
"Housing Commission-Slum Reclamation," and "State Savings Bank.")
Housing Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2549.
Housing CommissionAdministration-Spread of Commission's
activities, 747; suggested curtailment,
747.-Purchase of land in outer metropolitan areas, 747; interference with primary production, 747.
Allotments-Reduction of frontages or
areas, (qn.) 2126.
Amenities-Standard, (qn.) 2126.
Dwellings-Standard of rooms, (qn.) 2126.
Es·tates-Heidelberg: Purchase of shoping centre by Heidelberg City Council,
78.-Ascot Racecourse: Completion of
work, 746.-Lack of services at new
settlements, 746.
Holmesglen
FactorY-Strike of
employees and terms of settlement, (qns.)
1532.
Slum Reclamation-Ministerial statement,
2213.
I.
Immigration--Policy
of
Commonwealth
Government, 1544, 1551.~Restriction of
number of migrants, 1544, 1551.-Conference of Commonwealth and State
Ministers to review immigration plans,
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Immigration-continued.
1544, 1551.-State's responsi:bllity in
caring for migrants, 1551. (See also
.. Melbourne and Metropolitan Tram·
ways Board.")
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment)
Bill-Received
from
Assembly, 2440; fi'rst reading, 2440;
second reading, 2553; Committee, 2559;
remaining stages, 2560.
Inchbold. Hon. P. P. (North·Eastern
Province).
Business of the House-Days of meeting,
8; hours of sitting, 8; order of
business, 8.
Callide Coal-Loading facilities at Glad·
stone, 1551.
Chandler Highway-Condition and main·
tenance, 1552.
Charitable Trusts Bill, 31, 68, 375.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1090.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1461,
1534, 1550.
Education Department-Closing of chil·
dren's holiday camp at Queenscliff, 1091;
Ballarat girls' secondary school, 1092;
additional class·room accommodation,
1091, 2125; accommodation at Stawell
State School, 1092; case of Mr. R. D.
Goodman, 1350; proposed appointment
of Royal Commission, 1461; West
Heidelberg State School, 1462; Macleod
State School, 1462; high school at Ring·
wood, 1776; Greensborough State School,
1776; teaching staff, 2125.
Evidence Bill, 1893, 2160.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill, 150,
266.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Amendment)
Bill, 4.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2007, 2338,
2455.
.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
31, 73, 181, 182.
Housing-Slum reclamation, 1551.
Immigration-Policy of Commonwealth
Government, 1551; restriction of number
of immigrants, 1551; responsibilities of
States, 1551; conference of Federal and
State authorities, 1551.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1162, 1471,
1484, 1624, 1626.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 5.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, 437, 498.
Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill, 6, 7.

Inchbold, Hon. P. P.-continu,ed.
Money Bills-Time for consideration by
members, 1551 .
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2629, 2739.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2535.
Railway Department-Inquiry into ad·
ministration, 1550; diesel·electric trains
on country lines, 1550; disparities in
fares, 1552.
Registration of Births' Deaths and
Marriages Bill, 1094, 1165, 1174.
Solicitor· General Bill, 182, 380.
State Savings Bank-Investment of sur·
plus funds, 1551; finance for housing,
1551.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill, 1321, 1619
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1321,
1605, 1608.
Transport-Co·ordina tion, 1552.
Under·Privileged Children-Closing of
holiday camp at Queenscliff, 1091, 1552.
'Vater Bill, 2155.
Workers Compensation-Payments, 1552.
J.
Jones, Hon. J. J. (Ballarat Province).
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1077.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1547.
Co·opera.tive Housing Societies (Guaran·
tees and Indemnities) Blll, 2229.
Education Department-Stawell State
School, 1077; Ballarat girls' secondary
school, 1077.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1610.
Road Accidents-Collisions between cars
and stationary transports, 1078; ro'ad·
side parking areas, 1078.
Workers Compensation-Cost of treating
injured employees, 1547.

Jones, Hon. Paul (Doutta Galla Province).
.A!ppropriation Bill, 537.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2682.
Education-Additional expenditure, 537.
Education Department-Proposed
ap·
pointment of Royal Commission, 1461;
School accommodation and staff, 2125.
shortage of schools and teachers, 2682.
Electoral-Redistribution of Assembly
sea ts, 2682.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2454.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, .2558, 2559.
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Jones, Hon. Paul-continued.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 2000.
Legislative Council-Adult franchise, 2682.
Mines (Amendment> Bill, 1489, 1493.
Petrol-Sales policy and control of Australian distributing companies, 1322;
quantity and value of petrol consumed,
1322.
State Electricity Commission-Yallourn~
Melbourne transmission line, 2536.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Big Eildon project, 1322.
Teaching Servic~ (Amendment> Bill, 1605,
1608.
Woorayl (Unimproved Rating Poll) Bill,
78.
Workers Compensation Bill, 171.

Ruling and Statement as Acting Chairman 0/ CommitteesDebate-Appropriate 'Clause for discussion of aspect of Bill, 2316.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries BillReceived from Assembly, 243; first reading, 243; second reading, 384; Committee, 388, 434; returned to Assembly
with suggested amendment, 435; message from Assembly re suggested
amendment, 458; further considered in
Committee, 506; remaining stages, 506.
Justices (Amendment) Bill.-Received from
Assembly, 1162; first reading, 1162;
second reading, 1471; Committee, 1484,
1624; progress reported, 1626.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill-Restoration under temporary Standing Order
for lapsed Bills, 5; third reading, 5;
message from Assembly re amendments
dealt with, 151; agreed to, 424.

K.
Kennedy, Sir James (Higinbotham Province>.
Address-in-Reply, 16.
Australian Loan Council-Allocation of
funds to Victoria, 16.
Business ·of the House-Alteration of sessional orders, 424; close of sessional
period, 538.
Charitable Trusts Bill, 66.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 736.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1016,
1070.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1541.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2652.

Kennedy, Sir James-continued.
Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill,
The, 64, 247, 714.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Report
on management fees, 1961.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 2219.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill, 2245.
Death of Mr. McNally, M.L.C.,. 970.
Education-Increased Costs, 1541.
Electoral-Redistribution
of
Assembly
seats, 2654.
Firearms Bill, 436.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1343.
Geelong
Waterworks
and
Sewerage
(Amendment) Bill, 2562.
Health Services-Increased cost, 1541.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
435.
King George VI.-Health, 16; death, 606;
address of sympathy to Her Majesty,
Queen Elizabeth II., 606.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 1979.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment> Bill,
524, 1533.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, 499.
Legislative Council-Retirement of members, 751.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 373.
Local Government (Warrnambool) Bill,
392.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board 01
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 427.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2449.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill, 502.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill, 73.
Motor Vehicles-Use of registration, transfer and drivers' licence fees, 738.
Petrol Tax Revenue-Allocation to Victoria, 738.
Police Department--Increased cost, 1542.
Public Works-Determination of priori~
ties, 1073.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 276.
Queen Elizabeth II.-Address of congratulation on accession to Throne, 608.
Railway Department-Effect of deficit on
State finances, 1071, 1072, 1073; depreciation allowance, 1071; inquiry into
administration, 1073; expenditure for
year 1952-53, 1542.
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill, 379.
Roads-Cost, 738; sources of finance, 738.
Solicitor-General Bill, 383.
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Kennedy, Sir James-continued.
State Coal. Mine-Deficit, 1542.
State Electricity Commissiqn (Borrowing) Bill, 2243.
State Savings Bank-Use of funds, 1542;
advances
to
co-operative
building
societies, 1542.
Supply-Rejection by Council, 2653; refusal by Assembly in 1945, 2654.
Taxation-Restoration of State taxing
powers, 1070; co-ordination of Common·
wealth and State returns and assessments, 1071.
Transport Regulation Board-Use of
revenue, 738.
Uniform
Taxation-Responsibility
of
States for raising revenue, 737.
Weights and Measures (Amendment) Bill,
1782.
Woorayl (Unimproved Rating Poll) Bill,
77.
Kennelly, Hon. P. J. (Melbourne West
Province).
Agen t-General-Salary, 537.
Appropriation Bill, 535, 536, 537.
Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill,
The, 518.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
18l.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
384.
King George VI.-Death, 604; address of
sympathy to Her MaJesty Queen
Elizabeth II., 606.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill,
526, 710, 731.
Local Government (Warrnambool) Bill, 2,
393.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg 'and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 448, 455.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 427.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill, 504.
National Gallery-Expenditure on proposed new site, 535, 536.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 429.
Queen Elizabeth II.-Address of congratulation on accession to Throne, 608.
Retirement as member of Legislative
Council, 75l.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 396.
Workers Compensation Bill, 171.
Kew Mental Hospital.
Hygiene.")

(See

"Menta]

King George VI.-Death of His Ma.jesty
announced, 603.-Address of sympathy
to Her. Majesty Queen Elizabeth II., 603.
-Request to Governor re transmission
of address, of sympathy, 609.-Adjournment of House, as mark of respect, 609.
-Acknowledgments by Her Majesty: of
address of sympathy, 108; of bound
record of proceedings of Victorian
Parliament, 1320. (See also "Queen
Elizabeth II.")
Kittson, Hon. J. F. (Ballarat Province).
Consolidated Revenue Bill ·(No. 1), 748.
Milk - Pasteurization of supplies in
Ballarat area, 748; resolution at public
meeting, 748.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation of
allegations of malpractice and use of
hospital property, 1961.
L.

Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill-Received from Assembly, 1321;
first reading, 1321; second reading, 1609:
Committee, 1614; remaining stages, 1619.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first reading, 64:
motion "That this Bill be now read a
second time," 251; debated, 521; negatived, 534; m~tion "That the second
reading of this Bill be made an Order
of the Day for later this day," 709;
debated, 709; agreed to, 714; motion
"That this Bill be now read a second
time," 715; agreed to, 734; Committee,
734; further consideration of Bill in
Committee postponed, 1533, 2215.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 437; first reading, 437;
second reading, 498; remaining stages,
499.
'
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill (No. 2)Received from Assembly, 1061; declared
a private Bill, 1061; motion that Bill
be dealt with as a public Bill, agreed
to, 1061; first reading, 1061; second reading, 1162; remaining stages, 1164.
Lands Department-Allocation of loan
funds, 744.
Land Surveyors Bill--Received from Assembly, 2440; first reading, 2440.
Land Tax. (See" State Land Tax.")
Land Tax Bill-Received from Assembly,
2213; first reading, 2213; second reading, 2311; remaining stages, 2314.
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Law Department-Tabling of departmental
files re playing of "Housey-Housey,"
(qn.) '1018.-Permi.ts for gaming devices,
(qn.> 2440.
Leader of the Labou~ Party in the Council
- Appointment
of
Mr.
Coleman
announced, 968.
Leave of Absence-For Mr. Slater, 3, 1061;
for Mr. MacAulay, 3, 968; for Mr. Gartside, 714.
Legislative Council-Issue of writs for
periodical elections, 709.-Retiring Council members, 749.-Return of writs, 966.
-New members introduced and sworn,
966.
(See also " The Constitution
(Legislative Council) Bill.")
Libl'ary Committee-Appointment of Council members, 968, 969.-Resignation of
Mr. Coleman, 969.
Licensing Act-Compensation fees, (qn.)
1776.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 64; second reading, 151,
373; remaining stages, 375.
Loan Funds-Commonwealth allocations
to Victoria, 1065; use of, to finance
State deficit, 1066.-Distribution of
reduced loan allocations, 2643.-Lahour
party's proposals, 2643.
Local Government (Imported Houses) Bill
-Restoration under temporary Standing
Order for lapsed Bills, 6; first reading,
7; remaining stages, 7.
Local Government (Warrnambool) BiUIntroduction and first reading, 2; declared a private Bill, 389; motion that
Bill 'be dealt with as a public Bill,
agreed to, 389; second reading, 390;
Committee, 394; remaining stages, 394.
Lottery. (See" Hospitals.")
Ludbrook, Hon. H. C. (Ballarat Province).
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1>, 748.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1093.
Dairying Industry-Veterinary assistance
to milk producers, 748.
Education Department-Residences for
teachers and inspectors, 1093; Ballarat
girls' secondary school, 1093.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
182.
Mental HygIene-School at Ballarat for
ment'ally retarded children, 1093.
Milk-Pasteurization of supplies in Ballarat area, 748.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1607.

Ludbrook, Hon. H. C.-continued.
Transport Regulation Acts-Moneys collected, ,administration, and surplus
revenue, 1061.
Veterina,ry Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1790.
M.
MacAulay, Hon. W;lliam (Gippsland Province).
Address-in-Reply, 12.
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bill, 1327.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1791.
Victoria-Centenary of self' government,
12.

MacLeod, Hon. H. V. (Western Province).
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2678.
Electoral-Redistribution of Assembly
seats, 2678.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Appointment of hospital secretaries,
2793.
Railway Department - Level Crossings
Committee, 2793.
Supply-Question for decision by Council,
2678; granting of Supply conditionally,
2679.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1787.
Mansell, Hon. A. R. (North-Western Province).
Death of Mr. McNally, M.L.C., 970.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill-Received from A3;.)embly, 371; first reading, 371; second reading, 437; Committee, 455; remaining
stages, 458.
McArthur, Hon. G. S. (South-Western
Province).
Agent-General-8alary, 536.
Appropriation Bill, '535, 536.
Charitable Trusts Bill-Report of Statute
Law Revision Committee, 371.
Evidence Bill, 2460.
Fisheries and Game Department.<-Destruction of opossums, 535.
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bill, 1326.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Amendment) Bill,
375.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial> Bill,
1346.
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McArthur, Hon. G. S.-continued.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2455, 2456.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
385.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1476, 1626.
Leave of Absence-For Mr. Gartside, 714.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 457.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Report
on Charitable Trusts Bill, 371.
McNally, Hon.
C. E.
(North-Eastern
Province).
Address-in-Reply, 8.
Governor, The-Services to Victoria, 9.
King George VI.-Health, 8.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 374.
Royal Visit, 8.
Victoria-Centenary of self government, 8.
McNally, The late Hon. C. E.-Resolution
placing on record deep regret of House
at Mr. McNally's death, and appreciation of his services, 969; adjournment
of House as mark of respect, 971.
l\leat Industry-Expenditure on freezing
and export works, 747.
(See also
.. Health (Meat Supervision) Bill.")
Melbournt: and Metropolitan Board of
WorkJii
(Borrowing Powers) BillReceived from Assembly, 151; first reading, 151; second reading, 425; remaining stages, 428.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Engagement of migrants, and
expenditure involved, (,qn.) 1462.-Provision of hostels for employees, cost of
properties, and number of employees
accommodated, (qns.) 1462.-Pram-bus
services, (qn.) 2537.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire
Brigades
Payments)
BillReceived from Assembly, 2007; first
reading, 2007; second reading, 2308,
2444; remaining stages, 2451.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill-Received
from Assembly, 437; first reading, 437;
second reading, 499; remaining stages,

Members, New-Introduced and sworn,
966.
Mental Hygiene-Renovations and additions
to Kew Mental Hospital, 243.-School at
Ballarat for mentally retarded children,
1093.-Re-organization of administration, 2651.-New quarters for nurses and
mental hospitals, 2651.
Milk-Pasteurization of supplies in Ballarat
area, 748; resolution by citizens, 748.Zoning of delivery areas, 748.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment Bill-Received from Assembly. 2684; first reading, 2684; second
reading, 2741; remaining stages, 2742.
Mines (Amendment) Bill-Received from
Assembly, 1178; first reading, 1178;
second reading, 1484; Committee, 1492;
remaining stages, 1493.
Ministry, The-Ministerial statement re
constitution of Hollway Government,
2743.
Motion fOI" the Adjournment of the House
to enable honorable members to discuss
public question-Investigation of allegations concerning Kyneton District
Hospital and administration of .the
Hospitals and Charities Commission,
1961.
Motor Car (Amendment) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 1893; first reading, 1893;
second reading, 2159, 2247; Committee,
2249; remaining stages, 2253.
Motor Car Bill-Report of Statute Law
Revision Committee 'presented, 434; Bil1
received from Assemlbly, 458; first reading, 458; second reading, 506; Committee and remaining stages, 510.
Motor Cars-Use of revenue from registration fees, issue of drivers' licences and
transfers, 738. (See also II Roads.")
Municipalities.
(See "Melbourne West
Province." )
N.
National GaUel'y-Expenditure on proposed
new site, 535, 536.
National Parks-Revenue from grazing
rights, (qn.) 2538.

5U5.

Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 64; second reading,
71; remaining stages, 73.
Melbourne West Province-Municipal wards
within province, voters enrolled, votes
exercisable, and revision of war'ls in
City of South Melbourne, (qn.) 1775.

O.
Old Folk's Home, Geelong.
and Infirm.")

(See" Aged

P.
Parliament-Opening, 1: close of session,
2794.
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Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill-Received from Assembly,
2629; first ,reading, 2629; second reading, 2739; remaining stages, 2741.
Parliamentary Privilege. (See II Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct.")
Petrol-Sales policy and control of Australian distributing companies, (qn.)
1322.-Quantity and value of petrol consumed, (qn.) 1322.
Petrol Tax-Commonwealth Government's
allocation of revenue to Victoria, 738.
(See also" Roads.")
Police Department-Delivery of summonses,
1086.-Cost of Police Force, 1542.-Repairs to station residence at Heathcote,
(qn.) 2126, 2472.
Police' Offences (Amendment) BiU-Introduction and first reading, 64.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2535; first reading, 2535.
Portland Harbor-Development, 2649.
President, The (Sir CUfden Eager, Q.C.)Rulings and Statements ofAddress-in-Reply-Presentation, 31, 423,
497.
Answers to Questions-Ministerial responsibility, 1017, 2539; answer to hypotheUcal question, 2441.
Bills-Amendment of title, 163, 271; leave
to introduce, 3, 64; second reading ,passed
by
absolute majority,
387, 1623;
objection to second reading being
made an Order of the Day for
the same day as receipt of Bill
from
Assembly,
1016;
competency
of House to deal with amendment
to motion for second reading, 2638.
Bills lOeclared Private-Local Government
(Warrnambool)
Bill,
389;
Lands
(Charitable Trusts) Bill (No.2), 1061;
Girl Guides Association Bill, 2535.
Bills, Lapsed-Order relating to ·restoration, 5, 6, 7.
Business of the House-Hours of meeting, 372; close of sessional period, 539;
admissibility of amendment to motion
for adjournment of the House, 2337,
2338; discussion of Order of the Day
before the House, 2739.
Chairmen of Committees, TemporaryAppointments, 3, 967.

President, The (Sir Clifden E'ager, Q.CJcontinued.
Charitable Trusts Bill-Report of Statute
Law Revision Committee, 371, 3712
Commission to Swear Members, 603, 967.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1>, 736.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1016.
Constitution (Legislative Oouncil) Bill,
The, 64, 247, 248, 250, 513, 517, 520.
Crown Proceedings Bill-Reference to
Statute Law Revision Committee, 247.
Death of Mr. McNally, 970, 971.
Debate-Relevancy of remarks, 151, 153,
154, 158, 249, 507, 511, 517, 520, 1622,
1623, 1968, 1995, 2133, 2135, 2136, 2240,
2309, 2312, 2313, 2320, 2321, 2327, 2331,
2546, 2642, 2668, 2669, 2739, 2752, 2753;
adjournment of delbate to enable Bill to
be referred to Statute Law Revision
Committee, 247; interjections, 248, 249,
250, 513, 1988, 1995, 2632, 2634, 2635,
2651, 2658, 2662, 2739, 2748; contentious
remarks, 250, 374; debating President's
ruling, 372, 713; reflecting upon membersof Council, 520, 2647, 2666; speaking
by leave, 711, 2213; ambit of debate on
motion for second reading of Bill, 714;
reading from documents, 720, 1983;
referring to proceedings in other House,
736, 1972, 1995; reading speech, 1473,
2139; ambit of remarks on motion for
postponement of consideration of Bill,
1534; making speech without interruption, 1610, 2748; referring to court case
in ,which judgment has been delivered,
2143; making statement on behalf of
Minister in other House, 2308; member,
while addressing Chair, asking Minister
a question, 2325; supplementing secondreading speech upon resumption of
debate on Bill, 2540; speaking to ,point
of order" as of right," 2633; scope of
debate on point of order, 2633; referring
to proposed motion or amendment not
before the House, 2634; suggesting that
member was acting under outside
instructions,
2645;
recriminations
upon member of Assembly, 2653;
imputing misstatement to Minister,
2660; production of documents referred to in debate, 2660, 2663,
2667, 2673; incorporating quotations
in
fl ansard,
2661;
referring
to
motion II intended to be presented,"
2662, 2663; debating newspaper report
of motion proposed to be moved, 2663;
making personal explanation during
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speech of another member, 2663; forgoing right to first call upon resumption
of debate on Bill, 2744; right to speak
to new. motion for second reading of
Bill, 2747; discussing projected legislation, 2748; reflecting upon 'past vote of
Council, 2749, 2750; vindicating members' attitude on electoral plan, 2749.
Election as President, 967; presentation
to Governor, 967.
Elections and Qualifications CommitteeAppointments, 3, 967.
Elections, Periodical-Issue of writs, 709.
Girl Guides Association Bill, 2535, 2744.
Governor's Speech, 3.
Hansard-Recording of interjections, 2662.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 2559.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
387.
Justi'ces (Service of Process) Bill, 5,.6.
King George VI.-Death, 607; message of
sympathy to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth H., 607; acknowledgment by Her
Majesty of record of parliamentary
'proceedings, 1320.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 1968, 1972, 1983, 1989,
1995.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1610.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill,
709, 711, 712, 713, 714, 715, 720, 1534.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill (No.2),
1061.
Land Tax Bill, 2312, 2313.
Legislative Council Periodical ElectionsIssue of writs, 709.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 374.
Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill, 6, 7.
Local Government (WarrnambooD Bill,
3, 389.
Melbourne and Metropolitan T.ramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2308.
Members-Commission to swear, 603, 967.
Ministerial Statement-Nature and scope
of remarks, 2213, 2214; granting of leave,
2213.
Parliamentary Contrihutory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2739.
ParHamentary
Privilege-Anticipatory
statement of memiber, 2540; dealing with
question of privilege when it arises,
2540.

Queen Elizabeth II., Accession ofAcknowledgment of record of parliamentary proceedings, 1320.
QuestionS-Member,
while
addressing
Chair, asking Minister a question, 2325;
hypotheti'cal question, 2441; question
without notice repeated .by member,
2539.
Quorum-Formation of, 172.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Im,proper Conduct-Attendance .of mem'bers and officers of Council, 2441, 2539,
2540.
Slum Reclamation-Ministerial statement,
2213, 2214.
Standing Orders-Restoration of lapsed
Bills, 5, 6, 7.
State ElectriCity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2240.
Statute Law Revision Bill-Amendment of
.title, 271.
Statute Law .Revision Committee-Report
on Charitable Trusts Bill, 371, 372.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill, 1623.
Title "Honorable "-Retention 'by Sir
William Angliss, Colonel Sir George
Lansell, Mr. C. E. Isaac, and Mr. R. C.
Rankin, 1893.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2320, 2321,
2325, 2327, 2331.
Water Bill, 2135, 2136, 2139, 2143.
Workers Compensation Bill, 163.
(See also "Eager, Sir Clifden, Q.C. (East
Yarra Province).")
Prices R.egulation (Butter and Cheese) Bill
-Received from Assembly, 1321; first
reading, 1321; second reading, 1784,
2128; remaining stages, 2132.
Printing Committee-Appointments, 968.
Public
Accounts
Committee-Suggested
appointment, 1088.
Public Service~alaries,
(qn.)
2307.Applications for re-classification, (qn.)
2307.
Public Service Bill-Received from Assembly, 2007; first reading, 2007.
Public Works-Allocation of loan funds to
Victoria, 21, 24, 26.-Use of. London
funds, 24.-Factors affecting progress,
28.-Planning by State instrumentalities, 1065.-Fixation of priorities, 1065;
determination by independent authority,
1066.

INDKX.

Public Works Committee-Appointment
of Council members, 968.
Public Works Loan Application Bill-Received from Assembly, 150; first reading, 150; second reading, 271, 428; Committee, 431; remaining stages, 434;
clerical error corrected, 510.

Q.
Queen Elizabeth n.-Accession to Throne,
603.---0ath of allegiance by members,
603, 708.-Address of congratulation,
608; request to Governor re transmission
of address, 609-Acknowledgment of
congratulations, 708.-Acknowledgment
of bound volume of proceedings of Victorian Parliament, 1320.
(See also
"King George VI.")
R.
Racecourse Betting-Fractions in totalizator dividends, (qn.) 2213.
Racing Clubs-Occupancy of Crown lands,
liquid assets, and profits, (qn.) 2538.
Railway Departmen~
Administration--Inquiry into management
and working, 740, 741, 1067, 1068, 1070,
1536, 1550.-Ministerial and Parliamentary control, 1080, 1081.-Power of
Department to charge higher fares,
1081.-ImprovemenOts and economies,
1093.
Buildings-Appearance of premises and
workshops, 1086.
Coal-Use of brown coal in locomotives,
740.-Production at State Coal Mine,
741.-Facilities for miners at Wonthaggi, 741.
Commissioners-Appointments, 1068.
Country Lines-Number of sidings, 1082.
-Passenger services on non-paying
branch lines, 1082.-Use of motor buses
in lieu of trains on non-paying lines,
1082.-Geelong-Queenscliff: Daily motor
train service, (qnJ 1461, 1549, 1550,
(qn.) 2127; proposed fares, 1549; disparities,
1552. - Melbourne-Geelong:
Duplication of track, (qn.) 2126; passenger services, (qns.) 2126, 2537.-ColacGeelong: Passenger service, (qn.) 2127.
-Melbourne-Warrnambool:
Provision
of buffet car, (qn.) 2537.
Finance-Deficits, 740, 741, 1064, 1067,
1071,
1072,
2643.-Effect
of
increased cost of fuel oil, 741.-Depreciation allowance, 1071, 1081.-·

Rail way Department-continued.
Payment of municipal rates, 1084.
Drift
in
finances,
1536.-Revenue
and expenditure for year 1952-53, 1542.
Freights and Fares-Increases, 1067, 2643.
-Freight concessions to primary producers and country industries, 1067.
(See also "Decentralization.")
Goods Traffic-Carriage of goods for distances less than 50 miles, 1083.
Land-Acquisition of area at Dandenong,
(qn.) 1776.
Level Crossings-Accidents and fatalities,
(qn.) 1017, 1019, (qnJ 1603; Boronia
accident, (qn.) 1017, 1019.-Cost of providing warning devices, (qns.) lOri,
1604.-Cost of eliminating level crossings, (qnJ 1604.-Cost of Coroner's
inquiry into Boronia accident, (qn.)
1604.-Precautionary measures, 1020.
Level Crossings Committee-Composition,
1322, (qn.) 2793.-Findings and decisions,
1.322, (qn.) 2793.-Responsibility for
appointment, (qn.) 2793.
Motor Trains-Operation on branch lines,
1550.
Operational M ethods-Suburban ticket
system, 1082.-Handling facilities, 1082.
-Shunting control, 1083.
Road Transport-Competition with railways,
1068.-Departmental attitude,
1083.
Staff-Office and station staffs, 1086.
Suburban
Lines-Camberwell-Alamein:
Duplication, 1550.-Heidelberg: Bridge
over Merri creek, (qn.) 1776.
Railway Loan Application BilL-Received
from Assembly, 150; first reaaing, 150;
second reading, 278 Committee, 280;
remaining stages, 281.
Rankin, Hon. R. C. (Western Province).
King George VI.-Death, 606; address of
sympathy to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II., 606.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 431.
(See also /( Chairman of Committees, The
(Hon. R. C. Rankin).")
Rawson, Hon. R. R. (Southern Province).
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2464, 2472.
Education Department-Case of Mr. R. D.
Goodman, 1349; high school at Ringwood, 1776; Greens-borough State School,
1776.
Motor Car (Amendment) Bill, 2247, 2250.
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Rawson, Hon. R. R.-continued.
National Parks-Revenue from grazing
rights, 2538.
Railway Department - Level Crossings
Committee, 1322, 2793; acquisition of
land at Dandenong, 1776.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1793.
Red Cross Society. (See" Australian Red
Cross Society.")
Redistribution of Assembly Seats.
(See
.. Electoral.")
R~gistration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Bill-Received from Assembly, 1094;
first reading, 1094; second reading, 1165;
Committee, 1170; remaining stages, 1174.
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill-Received
from Assembly, 182; first reading, 182;
second reading, 378; remaining stages,
380.
Road Accidents-Collisions between cars
and stationary transports, 1019, 1078.Regulations covering roadside parking,
1019.-Provision of parking areas along
highways, 1078.
R()ads-Condition, 24.-Cost of construction,
738.-Sources of finance for works, 738.
-Proposed tunnel at Princes Bridge,
(qn.) 1016, 1021.
R()yal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of Council
members and officers, 2440; (qn.) 2539.
--Personal explanation by Mr. Fraser,
2539.-Privileges of Legislative Council,
2753; of members, 2754.-Services of
judiciary, 2754, 2755.-Adjournment of
proceedings,
2755. - Parliamentary
approval of expenditure, 2755.
Royal Visit, 8.
S.

Sheehy, Hon. M. P. (Melbourne Province).
Motor Car (Amendment) Bill, 2251.
Slater, Hon. William (Doutta Galla Province).
Charitable Trusts Bill, 65.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1543.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2637,
2663, 2676.
Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill,
The, 513.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 2222.
Crown Proceedings Bill, 2545.

Slater, Hon. William-continued.
Electoral-Franchise, 2676; redistribution
of Assembly seats, 2676.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill, 268.
Hairdressers Registration (Amendment)
Bill, 2315, 2316.
Housing Commission-Housing allotments,
2126; amenities, 2126.
Immigration-Effect of policy of Commonwealth Government, 1544; reduction in number of immigrants, 1544;
review of plan by Commonwealth and
State authorities, 1544.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
386, 389.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1475, 1484.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 1998.
Motor Car Bill, 509.
Points of Order-Constitutionality of
amendment to motion for second
reading of Consolidated Revenue BilJ
(No.4), 2637; member referring to
something that was "intended," 2663.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 2131.
Solicitor-General Bill, 382.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2242.
Victorian Statutes-Issue of sessional
volumes, 1018.
Water Bill, 2149, 2155.
Weights and Measures (Amendment) Bill,
1780.
Workers Compensation Bill, 169.
Slum Reclamation.
mission.")

(See" Housing Com-

Smith, Hon. Arthur (Bendigo Province).
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 1469.
Girl Guides Association Bill, 2746.
Mines (Amendment) Bill, 1486.
Police Department-Residence at Heathcote, 2126, 2472.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Allocation
of loan funds, 744.-Settlement of exservicemen on land, 1088.
Solicitor-General Bill - Received from
Assembly, 182; first reading, 182; second
reading, 380; remaining stages, 384.
Standing
Committees-Appointment
ot
Council members, 4, 968.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointments,
968.
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State Coal Mine-Management by Railway
Department, 1064, l540.-0utput obtainable from Kirrak mine, 1076.-Mean~
of increasing production, 1540.
(See
also "Housing.")
State Development Committee-Appointment, 968.
State Electricity Commission-Funds for'
depreciation and replacement of plant,
1086.-Contracts with private carriers,
(qn.) l532.-Survey of Kiewa-Mel ..
bourne power line, (qn.) 2213; cost ot
survey, (qn.) 2213.-Yallourn to Melbourne transmission line, (qn.) 2536.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 1493;
first reading, 1493; second reading, 1794;
remaining stages, 1796.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 2125;
first reading, 2125; second reading, 2229;
Committee, 2241; remaining stages,
2244.
State
Instrumentalities - Control,
742,
1080, 1085:-Powers and policy, 1066.Review of legislation, 1066.-Financial
result of operations, 1081.-Payment of
rates on departmental properties, 1085.
-Funds for depreciation and replacement of plant, 1086.
State Land Tax-Assessments for years
1950-51 and 1951-52, 1321.
State Rivers and \-Vater Supply Commission.
(See "Water Supply.")
State Savings Bank-Control of financial
policy, 1537.-Amendment of legislation,
1537, 1538.-Use of surplus funds, 1537,
1542, 1551.-Finance for home building,
1538, 1542, 1543, 1551.-Advances to cooperative housing societies, 1542.
Statute Law Revision Bill-Received from
Assembly, 150; first reading, 150;
second reading, 268; remaining stages,
271.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Appointment of Council members, 4, 968.Reports: Charitable Trusts Bill, 371;
Motor Car Bill, 434; Crown Proceedings
Bill, 969; Transfer of Land Bill 1949,
1323, 2308; Evidence Bill, 1465.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2684; first reading, 2684.
Suprema Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 1321;
first reading, 1321; second reading, 1619;
Committee and remaining stages, 1623.

Swinburne, Hon. I. A. (North-Eastern
Province).
Building Operations and Building Materials
Control Bill, 2215, 2456, 2553.
Cement-Importations, 1775; costs, 1775;
distribution, 1775.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1092.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2637.
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2305, 2441,
2629.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 1094,
1174, 1339, 1466.
Firearms Bill, 436.
Firearms Offences Bill, 68.
Fire
Brigades
(Long-service Leave)
Amendment Bill, 31.
Housing-Accommodation for miners at
Wonthaggi, 1092.
Housing Bill-Withdrawal of notice of
motion for introduction of Bill, 1018;
introduction of new Bill, 2549.
Housing Commission-Industrial dispute
at Holmesglen factory, 1532; size of
housing allotments, 2126; amenities,
2126.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 2441, 2553, 2559.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
243, 384, 389, 434, 435.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 4, 424.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment> Bill,
530, 733.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, (No.2),
1061, 1162.
Land Tax Bill, 2311.
Leave of Absence-For Mr. MacAulay, 3,
968.
Mines (Amendment) Bill, 1178, 1484, 1492,
1493.
Motor Car (Amendment> Bill, 1893, 2159,
2249, 2251, 2252, 2253.
Motor Car Bill, 458, 506, 510.
Point of Order - Constitutionality of
amendment to motion for second reading of Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.
4), 2637.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 1321, 1784.
Public Service Bill, 2007.
Slum Reclamation-Government's plans,
2213.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill, 1493, 1794.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 2684.
Water Bill, 1603, 1777, 2152, 2154, 2156.
2157, 2158.
Workers Compensation Bill, 31, 163.
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T.
Taxation-States' responsibility for raising
revenue, 737.-Uniform taxation: Effect
on State finances, 739, 1064; High Court
case, 1065; formula for reimbursements
to States, 1065.-Restoration of States'
taxing powers, 1064, 1070.-Co-ordinated
system of State and Commonwealth
taxation returns and assessments, 1071.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill Received from Assembly, 1321; first
reading, 1321; second reading, 1605;
Committee, 1608; remaining stages, 1609.
The Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill
-Introduction and first reading, 64;
motion "That this Bill be now read a
second time," 247, 510; negativ·ed, 520;
notice of new motion for second reading
of Bill, 714.
Thomas, Hon. F. M. (Melbourne Province).
Basic Wage-History, 2750.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2750,
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill,
528.
Leave of Absence-For Mr. Slater, 3.
Point of Order-Debate: Relevancy of
remarks, 2327.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 64.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2327.
Tilley, Hon. G. L. (South-Eastern Province).
Coal Mipe Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 1469.
Consolidated Revenue Bill' (No.2), 1075.
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2471.
Floods-Damage in Chelsea-Carrum area,
1075; preventive measures, 1075; recommendations of Public Works Committee,
1076; temporary drainage plan, 1076.
Forests Commission-Timber: Production
and revenue, 2538; allocations to fire
protection works, 2538.
State Coal Mine-Coal obtainable from
Kirrak mine, 1076; housing accommodation for miners, 1076.
Title "Honorable "-Announcement by the
President of the Queen's approval of
retention of title "Honorable" :by Sir
William Angliss, Colonel Sir George
Lansell, Mr. C. E. Isaac, and Mr. R. C.
Rankin, 1893.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2162; first reading, 2162;
second reading, 2318; Committee, 2331;
third reading, 2337.

Transfer of Land Bill 1949-Reports of
Statute Law Revision Committee, 1323,
2308.
Transport-Need for co-ordination, 1549,
1550, 1552.
Transport Regulation Acts--Moneys collected, administration, and surplus
revenue, (qns.) 1061.

u.
Under-Privileged Children-Closing of holiday camp at Queenscliff, 1074, 1091,
1547, 1552.
Uniform Taxation. (See" Taxation.")

v.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill-Received from Assembly,
1493; first reading, 1493; second reading,
1626, 1785; Committee, 1792; remaining
stages, 1794.
Victoria--Centenary of self government, 8,
12.-History and development of State,
9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 21.
Victorian
Statutes-Issue
of
sessional
volumes, (qn.> 1018.

w.
Walters, Hon. D. J. (Northern Province).
Address-in-Reply, 20.
Chairman of Committees-Appointment,
968.
Evidence Bill-Report of Statute Law
Revision Committee, 1465.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1613.
President-Election of, 966.
PUiblic Works-Allocation of loan funds to
Victoria, 21.
Road Accidents-Vehicles parked on highways, 1019.
Roads-Condition, 24.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Report
on Evidence Bill, 1465.
Victoria-Progress under self government,
21.
Water Bill, 2144.
(See also" Chairman of Committees, The
(Hon. D. J. Walters).")
Warner, Hon. A. G. (Higinbotham P,rovince).
Address-in-Reply, 24.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control Bill, 2550.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1080.
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Warner, Hon. A. G.--continued.
Warner, Hon. A. G.--contin1t6d.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2634,
senger services on non-paying lines,
2662, 2663.
1082; use of motor buses, 1082; carriage
Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill,
of goods less than 50 miles, 1083; road
The,516.
transport competition, 1083; shunting
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarancontrol, 1083; freight concessions to
tees and Indemnities) Bill, 2224.
decentralized industries, 1084; payment
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 1331.
of rates, 1084, 1085; condition of
Crown Proceedings Bill, 2546.
premises, 1086; office and station staffs,
Electoral-Redistribution of Assembly
1086.
seats, 2664, 2665, 2666; political party
Railway Loan Application Bill, 280.
aspects of electoral system, 2668, 2669,
Registration of Births Deaths and Mar2671.
riages Bill, 1172.
Hairdressers Registration (Amendment)
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill, 379.
Bill, 2317.
State Electricity Commission-Funds for
Imported Materials Loan and Application
replacement of plant, 1086.
(Amendment) Bill, 2557, 2559.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
Bill, 1796.
387.
State Electricity Commission (BorrowJustices (Amendment) Bill, 1482.
ing) Bill, 2236.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
State
Instrumentalities-Ministerial conof allegations, 1986.
trol, 1080, 1085; financial result 01
Labour Party-Withdrawal of support
operations, 1081; payment of rates,
from Country party Government, 2666,
1085; depreciation and replacement
2671; use of funds, 2668.
funds, 1086.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Supply-Refusal by Council, 2670; grantBill, 1615.
ing of Supply conditionally, 2670.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill,
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2327.
64, 251, 714, 715, 735, 2215.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign QualificaLands (Charitable Trusts) Bill (No.2),
tion) Bill, 1792.
1163.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (AmendLegislative
Council-Adult
franchise,
men t) Bill, 397.
2668, 2682.
Workers Compensation Bill, 168.
Local Government (Warrnambool) Bill,
392.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Water Bill-Received from Assembly, 1603;
Egg Pulp) Bill, 450, 455, 457.
first reading, 1603; second reading, 1777,
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Committee,
2151;
remaining
2132;
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2450.
stages, 2159.
Points of Order-Denial of alleged stateWaterside Workers--Nature of employment, 2559; constitutionality of amendment, 1545.-Insurance against death
ment to motion for the second reading
and injury, 1546.-Provisions of waterof Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4),
side workers award, 1546.
2634.
Water
SupplyPolice Force-Delivery of summonses,
WeTribee-Water
supply to irrigation
1086.
area, 536.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
DeveZo1Jmental PTojects-State activities,
Bill, 2129.
742.-Financial assistance by CommonPublic Accounts Committee-Suggested
wealth, 743.
appointment, 1088.
Stock and Domestic Supplies-RequirePublic Works-Finance, 24.
ments of rapidly developing districts,
Railway
Department-Administration,
1089.-Resolutions of conference of
1080; Ministerial control, 1081; depreciam:lnicipalities, 1090.
tion allowance, 1081; power to charge
higher fares, 1081; sales of suburban
Eildon Weir-Land submerged by en·
tickets, 1082; handling facilities, 1082;
largement, 1322.-Cost of project, 1322.
-Urgency of work, 1322.
number of country sidings, 1082; pas-
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Weights and Measures (Amendment) Bill
-Received from Assembly, 1178; first
reading, 1178; second reading, 1779;
remaining stages, 1784.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 243;
first reading, 243; second reading, 376,
394; remaining stages, ·100.
Winning Bets Tax.

(See" Dog Racing.")

Woorayl (Unimproved Rating Poll) BillIntroduction and first reading, 64;
second reading, 75; remaining stages, 78.

Workers Compensation-Adjustment of payments consequent on variations in basic
wage, 1545, 1552.-Anomalies in Act,
1546.-Review of legislation, 1547.-Cost
of treatment of injured employees, 1547.
Worlcers Compensation Bill-Received from
Assembly, 31; first reading, 31; second
reading, 163; remaining stages, 172.
Wrongs (Contributory Negligence) BillRestoration under temporary Standing
Order for lapsed Bills, 7; passed through
all stages, 8.
X.

X-ray Examinations.
Health.")

(See

II

Department of

LEG lSLAT lOVE
A.
Aborigines-Lake Tyers Reservation, (qn.)
1844.-Sustenance payments, (qn.) 1844.
-Privileges of citizenship, 2210, 2212.
Accidents
on
Roads..
(See
.. Road
Accidents.")
Address-in-Reply.
(See" Governor, His
Excellency." )
Adoption of Children (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first reading, 1554;
second reading, 1820; debate adjourned,
1826; referred to Statute Law Revision
Oommittee for examination and report,
1826.
Aged and Infirm PersonsAccommodation-Provision 706, 708, 858:
.. Lotus Lodge," Rosebud, 706, 708, 859,
2790; use of migrant hostels, 2791.
Geelong Old Folk's Home-Building delays, 404, 585, 586, 982; financial assistance, 1205, 1209.
Horne Help Scheme-South Melbourne,
862.
Hostels-Number and location, (qn.) 1179,
1458.
Survey of Requirements-Proposed allparty committee, 994.
Travelling Facilities-Proposed concession, 1770.
Vital Statistics-Number of persons aged
65 years and over in Victoria, (qn,)
1180.
(See also .. Department of Health,"
.. Funeral Benefit Associations," and
.. Melbourne and Metropoli tan Tramways Board-Hostels.")
Agent-General-Maintenance of London
office, 673.-..Newspaper report of comment re overseas industrialists, 673.
AA'ricultural, Dairy and Research Colleges
--;Financial provISIOn,
642,
1364.Animal Husbandry Research Centre,
Werri'bee, 1364.-Glenormiston Dairy
College,
1364. - Tobacco
Research
Station, Myrtleford, 1364.-Potato Research Station, Toolangi, 1364.-Horticultural Research Station, Scoresby,
1364.

A.SSEMBI~ Y.

Agriculture Department-Additions to main
offices, (qn.) 79.-Financial provision,
1364.-Milk licences for shops, 2056,
(See also .. Butter," .. Onions,"
2059.
and" Potato Marketing Board.")
Allegiance, Oath of-Governor's message
announcing accession to Throne of Her
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth 11., 609.Attendance of Commissioner to administer oath of allegiance to mem'bers,
609; oath taken by members present,
610.-Announcement by Speaker of receipt of commission to administer oath
to remaining members, 610; members
sworn, 614.
Appropriation Bill-All stages,· 599.
Associated Pulp and Paper Mills LimitedGellibrand project, 584.
Auditor-General's Report-Presented, 542.
Australian Association for the United
Nations-Government grant, 1712.
Australian Loan Council-Loan allocations
to States: Victoria's allotments, 644,
1651, (qn,) 2254, 2303, 2304. (See also
.. Loan Programme.")
Australian
Natives
Association-Jubilee
ceremonies at Camberwell, 681.
Australian Red Cross Society-Financial
aid for blood bank system, 861, 1362.Enlistment of donors for blood bank
service, 861.-Financial provISIOn for
poliomyelitis after-care, 1363.

B.
Banking-Commonwealth
tions, 1646, 1654.

credit

restric-

Barclay, Mr. Nathaniel (Mildura).
AddTess-in-Reply, 38.
King, The-Health of, 38.
Latrobe Valley-Development, 39.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 491.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 343.
[Royal Visit, 38.
State Electricity Commissi'on-Supply of
power to farms, 39; Kiewa project, 39.
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Barclay, Mr. Nathaniel-continued.
State Rivers and W:ater Supply Commission-Snowy Mountains hydro-electric
scheme, 39; Eildon project, 39.
Tourist Resorts, 39.

Rulings and Statements as Acting Chairman of CommitteesSupply-Scope of debate, 670.
Barley Marketing (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2294;
second reading, 2370; debate adjourned,
2373.
Barry, Mr. W. P. (Carlton).
Budget, 1692.
Business of the House-Order of business,
2777.
Cement-Production, 904.
Chandler Highway-Maintenance, 904.
Children's Welfare Department-Incarceration of two children in Pentridge
gaol, 1815, 1816, 1817, 1818, 1819; conditions in institutions, 2792.
Debate - Withdrawal of statements
objected to, 2736, 2778.
Estimates-Supplementary, 904.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
53.
Horse Racing--Totalizator returns, 1692;
off-the-course betting, 1692.
Hospital Benefits Bill, 2486, 2487, 2488.
Housing CommiSSion-Rents, 905; overhead costs, 905.
Kyneton District Hospital-Request for
file, 1678, 1798; investigation of allegations, 1693, 1726, 1845, 1850.
Labour Party-Country Party Agreement,
1947.
Local Government Bill, 1288.
Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill, 207.
Melbourne and MetropOlitan Tramways
Board-Statutory payments, 1692; fare
increases, 1693.
Motor
Omnibus
Services-Passenger
shelter at Heidelberg railway station,
904.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2629.
Personal Explanation-Press statement,
2256.
Points of Order-Statements in debate,
1412, 1937; production of departmental
files, 1718; ambit of discussion on
motion fixing time for meeting of
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Barry, Mr. W. P.-continued.
House, 2732, 2736; Minister quoting from
document, 2734.
Privilege-Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2267.
Railway Department-Clifton Hill gates,
904.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 1947,
1948, 1949.
State Electricity Commission-Increased
charges, 906; tramway services, 1693.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2194.
Want of Confidence in McDonald Ministry,
1946.
Basic Wa,ge Increase-Quarterly adjustments, 651.-Effect of increased cost of
food, 1636. (See also" Industrial Conditions" and .. Public Service.")
Benefit Associations. (See" Funeral Benefit Associations.")
Betting-Legalizing of .. off-the-oourse "
betting, (qn.> 540, 1687, 1736, 1769.
(See also .. Bookmakers Bill," "Taxation-Bet,ting Tax," and "Totalizator
(Amendment) Bill.")
Bill Withdrawn-Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 1375.
Block, Mr. A. F. K. (Ivanhoe).
Address-in-Reply, 402.
Budget, 1748.
Building Directorate -- Administration,
578; permits for hotels and guest
houses, 663; staff and office accommodation, 2394.
Building Industry-Employment figures,
662.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control Bill, 2726.
Cement-Transport charges, 902.
Chandler Highway-Maintenance, 903.
Education Department-Special loans,
1405; lack of facilities in Ivanhoe
electorate, 1750.
Estimates-Annual, 578,' 596; Supplementary, 902.
Housing Commission-Heidelberg housing
projects, 184; supervision of contracts,
402; administration, 661; houses built,
661; land acqUisition, 663, 827, 911, 1024,
1094; slum abolition, 663; rental charges,
664, 902; purchase of homes by tenants,
903; release of blocks, 1024.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment> Bill, 1594.
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Block, Mr. A. F. K.-continued.
Landlord and Tenant Acts-Proposals of
property owners, 1182.
Local Government Bill, 1383.
Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill, 209.
Materials
Procurement
DirectorateStaff and office accommodation, 2394.
Motor Omnibus Services - Passenger
shelter at Heidelberg, 904.
Petition from Property Owners, 1182.
Police Department-Service of distress
warrants, 2123.
Railway Department-Heidelberg service, 596; Clifton Hill gates, 903; co.ntracts for works and equipment,
1023; concessional fares for railway
employees, 1023.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct, 2769.
State Savings Bank-Financing of home
builders, 662.
Supply, 661.
Unemployment, 1748.
Uniform Taxation, 1748.
Blood TTansfusion Service.
(See" Australian Red Cross Society.")
Bolte, Mr. H. E. (Hampden).
Benefit Associations Act-AlI-party committee, 1244.
Budget, 1701.
Business of the House-Order of business,
549.
Chelsea-Carrum floods, 923.
Debate - Withdrawal
of
statement
objected to, 2840.
Education Department-Recruitment of
teachers, 1421.
Estimates-Annual, 556, 598; Supplementary, 922.
Fisheries and Game Department-Quail
season, 556.
Flood Damage-In Gippsland, 922; condition of roads in Beeac area, 2438.
Government Funds-Adjournment motion,
633, 634.
Health, Department of-Grants to bush
nursing hospitals, 238.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionHospital charges, 1702.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill
293, 483.
'
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 345, 361, 365.

Bolte, Mr. H. K-continued.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill, 469.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill, 282.
Milk Pasteurization Act-Application to
Ballarat, 925.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment Bill, 2694.
Mines (Amendment> Bill, 1193.
Points of Order-Statement in debate, 354;
the Speaker's caU, 631.
Primary Industries-Increased production,
1422, 1702.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 101.
Railway Department-Transport of WOOl,
598.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2616,
2843; Labour party-Country party
agreement, 2844.
River Improvement Act-Formation of
river improvement trusts, 922.
Skipton Bush Nursing Hospital, 1460.
Soldier Settlement Commission - Provision of loan funds, 783, 802.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Transfer of Tallangatta township,
33; flood damage in Chelsea-Carrum
area, 923.
Supply, 1420, 2616.
Totalizator (Amendment> Bill, 2189.
Unemployment, 1421, 1703.
Want of Confidence in Hollway Ministry,
2843.
Water Bill, 1564, 1588.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 298.
Bookmakers Bill-Motion fixing stamp
duties, 2356; introduct.ion and first reading, 2358; second reading, 2405; debate
adjourned, 2408; appropriation resolution, 2476.
Boronia Level Crossing.
(See" Railway
Department-Level Crossings.")
Boy Scouts Association-Government grant,
1713.
Bread-Home deliveries in Mordialloc, 59:;.
-Cash sales, 596.-Zoning of deliveries,
825.
U Bristo
Plastics "-Investigation of company's affairs, 704, 708, (qn.) 760.
British Medical Association-Rostering of
medical services at Bendigo, 1684.
Brose, Mr. R. K. (Rodney).
Flood Damage-Condition of lake at Colac,
2058; flooding of Western District roads,
2440.
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Brose, Mr. R. K.-continued.
Geelong Waterworks and Sewerage
(Amendment> Bill, 2395, 2437.
Land Tax Bill, 2208.
River Improvement Trusts, 780.
Soil Conservation Authority-Disposition
of staff, 873.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Transfer of Tallangatta township, 33; contracts for capital goods,
541; allocation of loan funds for Eildon
weir project, 872; houses for employees
at
Eildon,
872;
Goulburn
weirWaranga basin channel, 976; Hume
weir extension, 1128.
Water Bill, 1288, 1377, 1380, 1589, 2294.
Workers Compensation Bill, 45.
Buckingham, Mr. W. J. (Wonthaggi).
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2513.
Budget-Brought down by Mr. McDonald
(Premier and Treasurer), 1353; financial tables, 1370; Budget debate, 1632,
1678.
Building DirectorateAdministration-Government expenditure,
578.-Staff and office accommodation,
(qn.) 2394.
Permits -For buildings other than dwellings, (qn,) 32; for industrial and commercial purposes, (qn,) 32, 241, (qn,)
541, 578, 579; for property in Lonsdalestreet, Melbourne, (qn,) 281; for Brylaw Motors Pty. Ltd. (qn,) 542;
for Sutex Limited, 579; for guest houses
and hotels, 663.
Building Industry-Number of trade~men
employed, 662.
Building Materials-Production of cement
and light-gauge steel, (qn,) 80.-Price
increases, 1756.
Building Operations and Building Materials
Control Bill-Received from Council
and first reading, 2625; second reading,
2689, 2725; remaining stages, 2730.
Building Workers' Industrial Union-Issue
of notices of intention to proceed for
recovery of debts, 60, 63, (qn,) 459.
Buildings, Government-Purchases by State
instrumentalities, (qn,) 872.
Bush Fires-Relief for sufferers, 1364.Assessment of losses, (qn,) 1494.
Bush Nursing Hospitals. (See" Hospitals
-Bush Nursing Hospitals.")

Business Investigations Act-Implementation by Law Department, 1010.
Business of the House-Motions giving precedence to Government business, 542,
1495, 2565.-Motion for postponement
of consideration of Orders of the Day,
2771; negatived, 2790.
(See also
" Parliament.")
Buttel'-Production, consumption, and export, (qn,) 1407.

C.
Cain, Mr. John (Northcote).
Basic Wage, 651, 1636.
Benefit Associati.ons Act~Adjournment
motion, 1408, 1410, 1411.
Bookmakers Bill, 2357.
Brown Coal-Production costs, 651.
Budget, 1370, 1632.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control Bill, 2725.
Business of the House-Order of business,
544, 1894, 2565, 2774.
Children's Welfare Department-Incarceration of two girls in gaol, 1811, 1812.
Coal-Importations of Callide and Blair
Athol coal, 1638.
Dairying Industry-Butter production,
1636.
Deaths~Mr. T. P. Corrigan, M.L.A., 615;
the Hon. Sir Harry Lawson, 754.
Debate-lWithdrawal of statement objected to, 2835.
Education Department-Loan fund expenditure, 1641.
Essendon Land (Amendment) Bill, 2565.
Estimates-Annual, 561, 567, 568, 574;
Supplementary, 1951-52, 840.
F,uneral Benefit Associations, 1495.
Gas and Fuel Corporation~ost increases,
6'50.
Government Funds-Adjournment motion,
631.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 1554.
Horse Racing-Winning bets tax, 1634.
Hospital Benefits Bill, 2487.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Hospital finance, 843.
Immigration-'Employment of migrants,
1419; camp conditions, 1419.
Imported Materials Loan and AppUcation
(Amendment) Bill, 1413, 1591.
Judges and Public Officers SalaTies Bill,
212.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1136, 1148,
1153.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 148.
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Cain, Mr. John-continued.
King George VI.-Death of, 612.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of. allegations, 1852, 1855.
Land Tax Bill, 2012, 2198, 2203, 2208.
. Leader of the Opposition, 1022, 2757.
Licensing (Mildur,a) Bill, 486.
Loan Funds, 1638, 2574.
Loan Works Programme-Priorities, 845;
allocations, 1639.
Local Government (Warrnambool) Bill,
473.

Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 346.
Mel1bourne and Metropolitan Tramways
iJ3oard-Statutory payments, 1637.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2027.
Melbourne Harbor Trust-'Revenue, 1638.
Melbourne Ha'rbor Trust Bill, 286.
Ministerial
Statement - Government's
legislative proposals, 774; financial position of the State, 774.
Motor
Registration
Branch-Transfer
fees, 1634.
Parliament-Recess period, 648.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2626.
Personal Explanations-Statement in debate, 547; statements in affidavits, 2172;
:proposed redistribution of seats, 2766.
Points of Order-Sbatements in debate,
288, 583, 1932, 1934; questioning Chairman's ruling, 1432, 1433; production of
departmental file, 1719, 1720; citing
documents not before the House, 2265,
2272; time for giving notice of motion,
2354; Minister introducing matters
irrelevant to motion fixing time for
meeting of House, 2731; Minister reading from document, 2733; the Speaker's
call, 2765.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2422.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2499,
2516, 2521.

Political Situation, 2730, 2737, 2864.
Price Control-Petroleum products, 2060,
2256.

Primary Industries-Increased production, 1420.
Privilege-Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2181, 2184, 2185, 2258,
2262, 2281, 2284, 2286, 2287, 2288; submission that Speaker should leave the
Chair during debate of motion, 2258;
proposed Committee of Privilege, 2345,
2352.

Cain, Mr. John-continued.
Public Service (Amendment) B lll---[) ischarge o·f Order of the Day for the
second reading, 1375.
Public Service Bill, 2047.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 85 .
Queen Elizabeth H.-Accession, 613.
Railway Depar,tment-1Reductions in fares
and freights, 567; interest charges, 567;
!Budget statement, 652; deficit, 840, 1637;
renewals and re.placements, 841; increased freights and fares, 1635.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 115, 118.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 1905,
1908, 2572, 2602, 27166, 2812, 2813, 2814,
2835; Labour party-Country par~y
agreement, 1906, 1932, 1934, 2575, 2766,
2813, 2817.

Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Bill, 1041, 111'5, 1119, 1120.
Retired State Servants-Pensions and
basic wage increases, 574.
IRevenue Deficit Funding Bill, 199.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of members of Assembly and officers of Parliament, 2396; jurisdiction of Commission,
2762, 2700, 2766, 2767.

Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric Scheme,
1640.

Solicitor-General Bill, 221, 233.
State
Electricity
Commission - Loan
funds, 648; works programme, 650; use
of official cars, 652; contractual obligations, 1640; Kiewa project, 1640.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2077.
St. Vincent's Hospital-Casualty department conditions, 492.
Supply, 648, 1418, 2571, 2602; action of
Legislative Council on Supply Bill,
2814.

Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 2355.
The Con'stitution (Legislative Council)
Bill, 1415.
TObacco-Allocation of supplies, 581.
Totaliza tor-Payments, 1634.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2173.
Unemployment, 1419.
Uniform Taxation-Reim'bursement formula, 842, 1633; return of State's taxing
powers, 843, 845, 1418.
University of Melbourne-Rules governing meetings of stud en ts, 568.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1514.
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Cain, Mr. John-continued.
Want
of
Confidence-In
McDonald
Ministry, 1894, 1900, 1905, 1906, 1909;
in Hollway Ministry, 2812, 2835.
Water Bill, 1573.
Woorayl (Unimproved Rating Poll) Bill,
211.
Cancer-Government expenditure on institute, 1361.-Clinical examinations and
treatment, 1362.~onsultation clinics
in country hospitals, 1362.
Carrum Drainage. (See" State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission-Carrum.")
Cartons. (See" Price Control-(;artons.")
Cement-and Tasmanian
production, (qn.) 46l.
Importations-Price paid ;by Materials
Procurement Directorate for imported
cement, (qn.) 461.
Production-Victorian monthly production,
(qn.) SO.----J)istribution of weekly output, (qn.) 2475.
Supplies from New South Wales-Transport charges, 902.
Allocations-Victorian

Chairman of Committees (Mr. W. J. Mibus)
-!Rulings and Statements ofAmendment5--JOrder of amendments, 362,
1119.
Debate-Withdrawal of statements objected to, 118, ~9'3, 696; relevancy of remarks, . 353; member referring to
Premier by other than his official title,
647; member's second speech in Committee, 69'6; discussing question pending
judicial decision and ruled out of order
by Speaker, 1432; ruling referred to
Speaker, 1432; member proposing suspension of Standing Orders in Committee, 172l.
Estimates-Debate restricted to questions
of Government administration, 555, 556,
582, 583, 1000.
Standing Order 78E-Time limit of
speeches, 696.
Supply-Debate restricted to questions of
Government administration, 652, 653,
691.
Rulings and Statements as Deputy
Speaker-

Deba!te-Member using expression "lying
hound," 1937; member discussing projected legislation, 2785, 2787.

Chairmen of Committees, TemporaryAppointments, 34, 1288.
Chandler Highway.
(See "Municipalities.")
Charitable Trusts Bill-Restoration under
temporary Standing Order 264D, 35;
passed through all stages, 35.
Children's Cinema Council-Cultural and
ethical standards of entertainments,
166l.
Children's Welfare Department--:-Payments
to foster parents, 562, 642, 950, 1360.Rates for wards in institutions, 1360,
1766.-Conditions at Royal Park home,
170l.-Proceedings against neglected
children, 1710.-,Amendments of Children's Welfare Act, 1710.-Incarceration
of girls in gaol (debate on motion for
adjournment of House), 1799; segregation in female prison, (qn.) 1844, 1891,
1892; removal from Pen tridge to Royal
Park, 1894.-Newspaper articles on conditions in institutions, 2792.
Child Welfare. (See" Adoption of Children
(Amendment) Bill" and "Creches, Infant Welfare, Kindergartens.")
Church Buildings-Commonwealth Bank
financial restrictions, 496, 497.
CoalBlack Coal--Quality of supplies for gas
making, 239, 243.
Brown
Coal--Comparative production
costs, 645, 651, 660.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill-Appropriation resolution,
762; first reading, 762; second reading,
806, 1128; Committee, 1130; remaining
stages, 1130.
Cochrane, Mr. L. J. (Gippsland West).
Address-in-Reply, 36.
Coal-Brown coal deposits, 37.
<Dairying Industry-Stabilization, 38; research, 38.
Estimates-Annual, 565.
Forests
Commission - Reafforestation
policy, 37.
King, The-Health of, 36.
Leave of Absence to Mr. Buckingham, 761.
Loan Works Programme, 37.
Motor Car Insurance-Control of rates
for comprehensive policies, 565.
Petrol Tax, 38.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 1224.
Roads, 38.
Royal Visit, 37.
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Cochrane, Mr. L. J.-continued.
Rural Industries-Labour shortage, 38.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Country needs, 37.
Committees of Supply and Ways and Means.
(See .. Supply" and .. Ways and
Means.")
Commodities.
(See" Home Delivery of
Commodities." )
Commonwealth Free Medicine Scheme.
(See .. Free Medicine Scheme.")
Commonwealth Grants Commission-Suggested application by Victorian Government for relief, 656, 657.
Commonwealth Pay-roll Tax Assessment
Act. (See" Taxation.")
Communism-Influence of Communists in
trade unions, 896.-Support of candidates at Legislative Council elections,
931, 995.
Complaint. (See" Legislative AssemblyPrivilege and Royal Commission.")
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I)-All
stages, 702.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2)-All
stages, 1011.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. g)-All
stages, 1461.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4)-All
stages, 2625.
Constitution of the Commonwealth--Proposed convention to discuss financial
relationships between Commonwealth
and States, 839.
Constructional Engineering Products Pty.
Ltd. (See co Housing.")
Oook, Mr. F. A. (Benalla).
Address-in-Reply, 412.
Commonwealth Pay-roll Tax, 566.
Country Fire Authority, 1002.
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2300.
Estimates-Annual, 566; Supplementary
1000.
'
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 324, 325.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2511.
Railway Department-Rolling stock, 1000;
Wangaratta-Bright line, 1001; Wangaratta-Whitfield line, 1001.
Wheat-BUlk storage, 412.
Co-operative
Housing Societies.
(See
" Housing
Co-operative
Housing

Societies.")

Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees
and Indemnities) Bill-Appropriation
resolution, 1512; introduction and first
reading, 1512; second reading, 1555,
remaining
1871; Committee, 1890;
stages, 1891.
Corrigan, Mr. S. T. (Port Melbourne).
Aged and Infirm Persons-Accommodation, 858, 1770; free travel, 1770.
Budget, 17,69.
Death-Mr. T. P. Corrigan, M.L.A., 615.
Estimates-Supplementary, 858.
Funeral Benefit Associa tions--Collection
of subscriptions, 2394.
Funerals-Charges by undertakers, 2390;
suggested regulation of charges, 2474.
Housing-Emergency
accommodation,
1772.
Housing Commission~bolition of Port
Melbourne and South Melbourne slum
areas, 1242; panel of architects, 1494,
1771; rentals, 1771; ballot system, 1771;
financial arrangements with contractors, 2009.
Kindergartens and Pre-school CentresGovernment grant, 1769.
State Electricity Commission-Electrical
Approvals Board, 1028; service connections, 1028; inspectorial staff, 1028; use
of premises, 1028; motor cars, 1028;
issue of electrical mechanics' permits,
2008.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill, 1417, 1529.
Wirth's Park-Use of site for cultural
centre, 973.
Corrigan, Mr. T. P., Death of-Resolution
placing on record sorrow at Mr. Corrigan's death, and appreciation of his
services, 614; adjournment of House as
mark of respect, 616.
Country Fire Authority-Grass fire risks:
Burning of breaks, (qn.) 460.-Prosecutions for lighting fires during danger
period, 897.-Equipping of additional
fire-fighting units, 1002, 2620.-Interdepartmental conference on precautionary measures, 1002. (See also co Bush
Fires" and "Railway Department-

Fires and Locomotives.")
Country F ire Authority Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 1866; second reading,
2012, 2294; remaining stages, 2303;
Council's amendments, 2625.
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branches,
Country
Party-Metropolitan
2849, 2854.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 803; second
reading, 1029, 1'15'5, 1197; remaining
stages, 1199.
Country
Roads
Board-Highvvays
bypassing country towns, '589.-----curtailment of loan works programme, 667,
670.----.Purchase of plant and equipment,
669, 670.-Allocations of cost of construction of roads to Kiewa and Eildon
Weir, (qn.) 756.-Dismissal and engagement of employees, (qn,) 826.Re.pair
of
Moreland-road
bridge,
Coburg, 1015.-'Repair of flood damage
at Werribee South, 945.-Expenditure
on elimination of curves, 986.-----Closing
of Hordern Vale-Apollo Bay road, 1841.
(See
also
"Transport
Regulation
Board.").
County Court (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 803; second
reading, 812, 1053; instruction to Committee to consider new clause, 1123;
Bill considered in Committee, 1123; remaining stages, 1126; Council's amendment, 1528.
Court Proceedings. (See "Law Department.")
Creches, Infant Welfare, KindergartensTraining of teachers, 563.-Grant of
scholarships, 563.-Training of directors
of kindergartens, 594.-Activities of
Victorian Association of Day Nurseries
and Creches, 899.-Assistance for the
Helping
Hand
Association,
936.Government subsidy, 1362, 1769.
Crown
Employees-Long-sertvice
leave,
(qn.) 460. (See also" Public Service.")
Crown Proceedings Bill-Received from
Council and first reading, 2625. (See
also "Statute Law Revision Committee.")

D.
Dairying-Training of young men in industry, 59, 62.-Subsidy to herd testing
associations, J374.-0utbreak of pleuropneumonia in cattle, 2389, 2392.
Dawnay-Mould, Mr. W. R. (Dandenong).
Australian Loan Council-Loan allocations to Victoria, 2254, 2303.
Betting Taxation, 1735.
Budget, 1733.
11173/52.-2

Dawnay-Mould, Mr. W. R.-continued.
Business of the House-Order of business,
2783.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 702.
Co-operative Housing Societies--Administration, 848.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 1889.
Dog Racing-Licensing of tracks, 34;
control, 1735; installation of totalizator,
1735.
Domestic Milk Supply-Supervision of
bottling, 240 .
. Education
Department-Contracts for
capital goods, 540; lack of school
accommodation, 689, 848, 1736; prefabricated class-rooms, 692, 1737; sanitary services, 849; education loans,
1736; Dandenong West State School,
1960, 2304; enforcement of bonds of
student teachers, 2124.
Estimates-Annual, 553, 554, 558, 560, 572,
577, 593.-Supplementary, 846, 960.
Flood Damage-Dandenong townShip, 961,
1016.
Gas and Fuel Corporation--Price of gas,
690, 1734.
Government Departments--Press statements, 1734.
Health, Department of-Use of captive
bolt pistol in slaughterhouses, 459, 494;
"Lotus Lodge," Rosebud, 539, 593; contracts for supply of capital goods, 540.
Horse Racing-Registration of startingprice bookmakers, 1736.
Housing Commission-Contracts for capital goods, 541; types of homes, 1178;
contract prices, 1178; cost of services,
1178; purchase of homes by tenants,
1178; case of ejected family, 2391.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 148.
Land Surveyors Bill, 2388.
Legislative Council-Abolition referendum, 553.
Loan Funds-Allocations to Departments,
185, 1736, 2162; expenditure and commitments, 2162.
Local Government Bill, 1317.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 318, 357, 362, 364, 370.
Mental Hygiene Branch-Amenities, 594;
insulin shock treatment, 974, 1015; improved conditions at institutions, 1737.
Milk Board-Licences, 849.
Municipalities - Street
construction
charges, 458.
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Dawnay-Mould, Mr. W. R.-continued.
Point of Order-Statement in debate, 333.
Police Department-Station at Noble
Park, 558.
Potato Marketing Board-Distribution of
supplies, 593.
Privilege-Proposed Committee of Privilege, 2340, 2342, 2347, 2352, 2354.
Public Accounts Committee-Reconstitution, 1735.
Public Works Department-Contracts for
capital goods, 459.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 89.
Railway Department-Contracts for capital goods, 282; pre-cut houses, 690, 846;
acquisition of Dandenong land, 848, 873,
910, 911, 961.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 1950,
2621, 2824.
Retired State Servants-Pensions and
basic wage increases, 572, 577, 691, 849,
1737.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of members of Assembly and officers of Parliament, 2398.
State Electricity Commission-Contracts
for capital goods, 184; incidence of increased charges, 1015, 1602; administration, 1734.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Contracts for capital goods, 541.
Supply, 688, 2620.
Tobacco-Allocation of supplies, 560, 561.
Unemployment, 1733.
Uniform Taxation, 691.
Want of Confidence-In McDonald Ministry, 1950; in Hollway Ministry, 2824.
Winning Bets Tax, 1735.
Workers Compensation Act-Premiums
committee, 554.
Deaths. (See" Corrigan, Mr. T. P., Death
of," "King Georg·e VI.," and "Lawson,
The Hon. Sir Harry, Death of.")
Decentralization-New cities in country
areas, (qn.) 184.-Claim of City of
Ararat, 553.-Government contribution
to Decentralization Fund, 1366.-Industries established and terminated, (qnJ
1631, 2618, 2837.-National defence preparations, (qn.) 2394.
Dennett, Colonel A. H. (Caulfield).
Agriculture Department-Addition to main
offices, 79.

Dennett, Colonel A. H.-continued.
Australian Red Cross Society-Blood bank
service, 861.
Children'S Welfare Department~ondi
tions in institutions, 2793.
Empire Youth Movement, 859.
Estimates-Annual, 555, 556.
Supplementary, 859.
Firewood-Metropolitan supplies, 699, 860.
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bill, 1109.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Conveyance of prams, 861.
Onions-Yields, prices and sales, 1630.
Potato Marketing Board-Shipment to
New Zealand, 1126; production and
marketing of crop, 1843.
Railway
Department-Conveyance
of
prams, 861.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats-1923,
1925.
Soil Conservation Authority-Disposition
of staff, 873.
State Electricity Commission-Release of
briquettes for domestic use, 699; Kiewa
hydro-electric scheme, 872.
Supply, 698.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2176, 2191.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1523.
Want of Confidence in McDonald Ministry,
1922.
Workers Compensation Act-Claims ot
injured juror, 555.
Department of Health--Soap preparations:
Incidence of dermatitis, (qnJ 459.Slaughtering of beasts: Use of captivebolt pistol, (qnJ 459, 494, 497, 593.Cost of purchase and alterations, " Lotus
Lodge," Rosebud, (qn,) 539, 593.Contracts for supply of capital goods,
(qn,) 540.--Slaughtering of bobby calves,
1286, 1287, (qnJ 2008.-Financial proVISIOn, 1361.--Subsidy for diphtheria
and whooping cough immunization,
1362.-Definition of meat pie, 1426.
(See also" Cancer," " Education Depart-

ment-Administration

and

Finance,"

" Health (Meat Supervision) Bill,"
.. Health (Radiological Examinations)
Bill," "Hospitals and Charities Commis,.
sion," and "Tuberculosis.")
DivisionsBudget Debate-·On motion" That progress
be reported," 1738.
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Divisions-continued.
Business of the House-On motion to close
debate on question of order of business,
552; on motion giving precedence to
Government business, 552, 1512; on
motion for postponement of consideration of certain Orders of the Day, 2789.
Children's Welfare Department - On
motion for adjournment of House, 1820.
Committee of Supply-On motion That
the House will this day resolve itself
into a Committee of Supply," 639.
II

GeeZong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bil't--

On amendment
motion, 1313.

to

second-reading

Funds-On
motion
for
adjournment of House, 637.
Justices (Amendment) Bil't--On amendment to clause 5, 1155.
Kyneton DistT'ict Hospital-On motion for
adjournment of House, 1866.
Land Tax Bil't--On amendment to clause
2, 2209.
Local Government Bill--On amendment
to second-reading motion, 1399.
Government

Marketing of Prima1·y Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill--On second-reading

motion, 351; on amendment to clause
3, 363; on amendment to clause 5, 365;
on amendment to clause 8, 369; on
amendment to sub-clause (2) of clause
8, 370.
Petroleum Products: Regu,lc£tion of Prices

-On motion for adjournment of House,
2077.
Police
0 [fences
(FireaTms)
Bill--On
amendments to clause 2, 2524, 2525.
Privilege, Question of-On motion for
adjournment of debate on question
.. That the allegations be referred to a
Select Committee of this House," 2289;
on motion for closure of debate on
. main question, 2292; on main question,
2293.
Regi8tratwn
Marriages

of
Births
Deaths
and
Bill--On
amendment to

clause 3, 1117.
Settlement
Commission - On
motion for adjournment of House, 802.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill-On appropriation resolution, 2356.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill-On secondreading motion, 2198.
Votes on Account-On amendment" That
the vote be reduced by £1," 2624.
Soldier

Divisions-cont inued.
Want

of

Confidence

in

Ministers-On

motion re McDonald Government, 1960.
-On motion to close debate on question
re Hollway Government, 2863; on main
question, 2863.
Water Bill--On clause 2, 1590.
Ways and Means-On motion" That the
House will this day resolve itself into a
Committee of Ways and Means," 640.
Dodgshun, Mr. Keith (Rainbow).
Aborigines-Lake Tyers reservation, 1844;
sustenance payments, 1844.-Privileges
of citizenship, 2212.
Address-in-Reply, 417.
Aged Persons-Statistics, 1180.
Benefit Associations Act-Application of
provisions, 975; winding-up orders, 975;
reports of investigations, 975; funeral
benefit associations, 1095, 1501; proposed
all-party
committee,
1243;
adjournment motion, 1407, 1410.
Bookmakers Bill, 2356, 2357, 2358, 2405,
2476.
Brown Coal-Production costs, 650.
Business of the House-Order of business,
542, 543, 2567.
Children'S Welfare Department-Incarceration of two children in gaol, 1803,
1806, 1807, 1809, 1818, 1844, 1892, 2792.
Coal-Quality of black coal for gas-making, 243; production costs of brown coal,
650.
Country Fire Authority-Grass fire risk,
460.
Country Fire Authority Bill, 1866, 2012,
2625.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 816.
Dairying Industry-Training facilities, 62.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected to, 1937.
Dog Racing-Licensing of tracks, 34 .
Education Department-Enforcement of
bonds of student teachers, 2124.
Electoral Districts-Areas and numbers of
electors, 2564.
Estimates, 40, 559.
Firearms Bill, 34, 483, 484.
Firearms Offences Bill, 35, 553.
Fire Brigades
(Long-service Leave)
Amendment Bill, 34.
Fisheries and Game Department-Quail
season, 559.
Free Library Service Board-Children's
libraries, 2587.
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Dodgshun, Mr. Keith-continued.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill, 3,
56.
Funeral Benefit Associations-Contributors, 1180, 1181, 1210, 1501, 2394.
Funerals-Agreements between State and
undertakers, 976.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1260, 1288.
Government Funds-Adjournment motion,
635.
Hospital Benefits Bill, 2488.
Hotel Accommodation-Survey of vacant
rooms, 782.
House Committee-Appointment, 40.
Housing Commission-Reduced loan fund
allocation, 417.
Immigration-Deportation of prohibited
persons, 1179.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
211, 293, 483.
Land Tax Bill, 2011, 2012, 2208.
Law Department-Penalties imposed by
courts, 243.
Leave of Absence for Mr. T. P. ·Corrigan,
418.
Legislative Council Elections-Number of
non-voters, 1844; penalties, 1844.
Library Committee-Appointment, 40.
Licensing Act-Accommodation at Town
Hall Hotel, Melbourne, 977; hotel
accommodation not available to public,
1024, 2007; Licences Reduction Board,
1845; hotels and population, 1845;
metropolitan licensing districts, 2008;
reports of Licences Reduction Board,
2563.
Licensing Court-Judgment Te application
for grocer's licence, 1632.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 418.
Literature-Objectionable
publications,
2586.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Carriage of prams, 1210.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board-Number of fires attended, 1630.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment Bill, 2019, 2695.
Motor Car (Amendment> Bill, 1288, 1377.
Motor Car Bill, 36, 51, 480.
Motor Car Insurance-Activities of State
undertaking, 757; attitude of companies,
2212.
Motor Vehicles-Ban on motor horns, 560.
Olympic Games 1956-Review of licensing
laws, 1095.

Dodgshun, Mr. Keith-continu,ed.
Penal Department-Reformatory prob~
lems, 417; conditions in penal establishments, 559; Langi Kal Kal training
centre, 2254.
Points of Order-Member discussing Bill
not before the House, 543; member
referring to Premier by other than his
official title, 647; discussing matters Bub
ju,dice, 1407, 1812; statement in debate,
1412; member in Committee discussing
question ruled out of order by Speaker,
1432; Chairman'S ruling referred to
Speaker, 1433; prerogative of Government to appoint Royal Commission,
2341; scope of debate on motion fixing
time for meeting of House, 2732.
Police Department-Administration, 560;
Mornington Police College, 560, 2212;
station at Noble Park, 560; service 01
distress warrants, 2124; murder statistics, 2563.
Police Offences (Amendment> 'Bill, 1211,.
1221, 2436.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 1867,
2014, 2019, 2516.
Printing Committee-Appointment, 40.
Public and Bank Holidays Bill, 2293, 2358.
Public Library, National Gallery and
Museums-Fire prevention system, 1351.
Public Service Bill, 1244, 1263.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 553.
Railway
Department-Melbourne-Adelaide service, 62; Melbourne-St. Kilda
service, 2212.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 1928,
1930, 1935, 2584, 2830, 2834, 2835; agreement between Country party and
Labour party, 1933, 2834.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Bill, 802, 808, 1041, 1114, 1116,
1118, 1120, 1224.
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill, (No.2).
2436.
Road
Accidents-Collisions
involving
motor cars, 914; restricting speed of
motor cycles, 2169.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Provision
of loan funds, 802.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointment, 40.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill, 1244, 1261, 1530.
State Electricity Commission-Liability to
municipal rating, 79; purchase of imported steel, 183; contracts for capital
goods, 184; surplus equipment, 658; loan
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Dodgshun, Mr. Keith-continued.
funds, 658; works programme, 659; use
of official cars, 660, 1029; increased
charges, 660; advances by consumers,
760;' interest on loans, 760; finance and
accounts, 912; Kiewa hydro-electric
scheme, 912; repairs to electrical equipment sold, 914; supplies of coal and
briquettes, 1028; Electrical Approvals
Board, 1029; financial result of operations, 1126; servicing heavy equipment
outside Victoria, 1406; supply of timber
poles, 1406; issue of electrical mechanics'
permits, 2008, 2253; disposal of equipment, 2008; appointment of Bendigo
traffic inspector, 2169; connections in
rural areas, 2253; acquisition of undertakings, 2254; reticulation in new areas,
2254.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 1632, 1831.
State Motor Car Insurance Office-Premium rates Dnd premium income, 757.
Statute Law Revision Committee, 40.
Superannuation-Cost-of-living allowance,
63.
Supply, 657, 2583.
The Constitution (Legislative Council)
Bill, 1353, 1113.
Want of Confidence-In McDonald Ministry, 1928, 1933, 1935; in Hollway
Ministry, 2830.
Weights and Measures (Amendment) Bill,
802, 1031, 1187, 1197.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 215, 302.
Workers Compensation Act-Suggested
amendments, 559.
Workers Compensation Bill, 36, 41, 45, 46,
47, 48, 51, 402.
Dog Racing-Licensing of tracks, (qn.) 34.
-Control and management of dogracing tracks, 1735.
Don, Mr. John (Elsternwick).
Budget, 1665.
EdUcation Department-Free milk scheme,
701; Landcox-st. State School, 1665.
Elster Creek, Elwood-Works, 1160, 1665;
compensation for flood damage, 1160,
1208.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Explosions in
gas mains, 702.
Labour--Country Party Agreement, 2848.

Don, Mr. J ohn-con.t-imted.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Anomalies,
1667.
Law Department- Remission of sentence,
701.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Increased fare~, 1666.
Motor Omnibuses-Elsternwick services,
701.
Motor Vehicles-PenaltIes for theft, 1667.
Police Department-Elsternwick police
station, 1665.
Railway Department-Deficit, 1665; transport of briquettes, 1666.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2846,
2849.
Retired Public Servants-Superannuation
and cost-of-living adjustments, 1666.
Road Accidents-Proposed committee 01
inquiry, 700; collisions involving motor
cars, 914; hospital beds for accident
cases, 914.
State Electricity Commission-Disposal ot
equipment, 2008.
State Land Tax-Assessment of Caulfield
property, 828.
Supply, 700.
Want of Confidence in Hollway Ministry,
2845.
Doube, 1\11'. V. J. (Oakleigh).
Budget, 1751.
Church Buildings-Commonwealth Bank
financial restrictions, 496.
Education Department-School bus services, 935; needs of Oakleigh electorate ..
937; school buildings, 1452; sanitary conveniences, 1453.
Estimates-Supplementary, 934.
Footwear-Price regulation, 1161.
Immigration-Holmesglen camp, 939.
Land Tax Bill, 2206.
Local Government Bill, 1315.
Mental
Hygiene
Branch - Mentally
retarded children, 935; transport to
training centres, 936; Government
assistance, 936.
Motor Omnibus Services-Fare increases,
938, 1454; railway feeder services, 938;
spare vehicles, 93\:l; chartered services,
939, 1454.
Point of Order-One member interposing
personal explanation during anot.her's
speech, 2284.
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Doube, Mr. V. J.-continued.
Police
Department-Identification
of
plain clothes officers, 935; use of " Sutton
(Grange" Mornington, 2211; murder
'statistics, 2563.
Police Offences (Amendment> Bill, 2428.
Poor Persons Legal Assistance Act, 934.
Price Control-Footwear, 1161; luxury
items, 1755.
Registration of Births Deaths and
Marriages Bill, 1033, 1113, 1114, 1118,
1120.
Royal Commission on Allegations of
Improper Conduct-Attendance of members of Assembly and officers of· Parlia·
ment, 2403.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2120.
Supply, 1451.
Unemployment, 1451, 1751, 1757.

Dunn, Mr. J. McR. (Geelong)
Barwon River Floods-Proposed remedial
measures, 869.
Budget, 1671.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Finance,
978.
Education Department--Free milK scheme,
692; needs of Geelong electorate, 979;
:school extensions, 982; Matthew Flinders
Girls Secondary School, 1673.
Estimates-Supplementary, 978.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Purchase of
equipment, 2395, 2473.
Geelong Harbor Trust <Amendment> Bill,
476.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1300.
Geelong Old Folk's Home, 982, 1205.
Geelong
Waterworks
and Sewerage
(Amendment> Bill, 2528.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2052.
Hospital Bed Accommodation at Geelong,
2055.
Housing Commission-Rents, 978; roads
and footpaths, 978.
Kardinia Park, Geelong-Facilities for
supply of liquor, 1960.
Melbourne Harbor Trust-Oil tanker
berths, 983.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill, 283.
Motor Registration Branch-Registration
charges, 980; vehicles registered, 98l.
Penal Department-Conditions at Pentridge, 1674.

Dunn, Mr. J. McR.-continued.
Railway Department-Pre-cut houses,
978; road transport competition, 980,
1672; administration, 1671; employment
of immigrants, 1673; Geelong-Queenscliff line, 1675.
Road Accidents, 981, 1672.
Supply, 692.
Transport Act-Co-ordinator of Transport,
1671.
Unemployment, 1059.

E.
EducationPubli'c Educa.tion-Financial assistance for

non-Government schools, (qnJ 760.
Education DepartmentAccommodatwn--Requirements in Box
Hill,
Nunawading,
and
Ringwood
districts, 588, 589, 1712.-Admittance ot
children to schools, 674, 689.-Conditions
in Stawell and Ararat, 849, 1405.-New
school at Oakleigh South, 937.-Overcrowding at Murrumbeena and Hughesdale, 937, 1453.-Need for new suburban
primary schools, 948.-Use of small unit
schools, 956.-Shortage of school buildings at Geelong, 979.-" Shifts" in
schools, 1285, 1287.-New class-room at
Landcox-street State School, 1665.Statistics re increase in school-age
population, 1690.-Position at St. Arnaud, 1767.
Administra.tion and Fi.nance-Distribution
to schools of brochure The Parliament
of Victoria and Parliament House, (qn.)
185.-Contracts for capital goods, (qn,)
540.-Proposed Royal Commission into
Victorian education system, 679.-Treatment of correspondence, 679, 682.Financial provision, 805, 1359, 1374, 1691,
1765.-Representations
to
Commonwealth Government by Geelong Trades
Hall Council, 982.-Expenditure of loan
funds on buildings, 1359, 1641, 1658, 1766.
--Special education loan by parents,
1405, 1690, 1767.-Contravention of
health regulations: legal action, 1453.
Amenities-Payment of subsidies, 665, 676,
680.-Lack of sanitary conveniences, 637,
679, 689, (qn,) 758, 848, 907, 1453.-Heating systems in schools, 928.-Conditions
at Port Fairy Consolidated School, 1459.
-Shelter-sheds at Windsor and Armadale schools, 1663.-Expenditure on
gardens and playing fields, (qn.) 2758.
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Education Department-continued.
Buildings-Repairs to Barkly State School,
494, 497.-Unused school building at
Laverton, 564.-Expediting repairs and
renovations, 955.-Removal of unused
country schools, 985.
Free Milk Scheme-Excess supplies in
Geelong district, 692; at Elsternwick, 701.
Land-Acquisition in North Blackburn and
Mont Albert North, 679, (qn.) 758;
purchase at Dandenong, 689.
Libraries-Grant to municipalities for
school libraries, 562.
Medical and Dental Services-=-Government

subsidy, 1362.
Multi-purpose School, McKinnon-Build-

ing operations, (qn.) 1351.
at Box
Hill, 588, 589; at Dandenong, 692, 1737,
1960,2304,2305; at Lilydale High School,
907; at Kilsyth, 907; at Heidelberg and
MacLeod,
(qnJ
2474.-Construction
standards,
1691.-Number
erected,
(qn). 2474.-Allocation of "Jennings"
type, (qn.> 2474.
P'rimary
Schools-Representations
re
Ringwood State School (petition), 63"7,
679, (qn.> 758; re West Bentleigh State
School, 689; Merri State School, 932;
Vermont State School, 1002; Pascoe
Vale State School, 2058, 2059.
Prefabricated Class-rooms-Use

Rural

School

Management-Discontinu··

ance of classes at Merri State School,
(qn.) 827.
Scholarships-Administration of Commonwealth Government scholarship scheme,
(qn.) 1797.
School-leaving Age-Implementation of
legislation, 1691.
Secondary Schools-Position at Mentone,
421,422,587; in areas south of the Yarra,
666.-Domestic arts block at Hampton
High School, 675.-0vercrowding of
Dandenong High School, 689.-Provision
in Heidelberg district, 1405, 1443, 1659,
1751.-Building programme, 1443.-Condition of Matthew Flinders Girls School,
1673.-High school at Ringwood, 1712.Use of Glenroy site, 1766.
Student Teachers-Enforcement of bonds,
932, 951, 2124, 2125.-Allowances to
students in training, 1359.
Superannuation-Cost -of -Ii ving allowance,
62,63.
Teachers-Accommodation
in
country
centres, 675, 850.-Permanent and tem-

Education Department-continued.
porary teachers, 864.-Leave applications of Mr. R. D. Goodman, (qnJ 1243.
-Expenditure on salaries, 1359." Accelerated promotions" in secondary
school division, (qn.) 2474. (See also
"Teaching Service (Amendment> Bill.")
Technical Schools-Site for institute of
technology, 666, 865.-Training for cooking profession, 866.-N eed for new school
in Mentone, 948.-Grant for maintenance of equipment, 1360.-Training
centre at Melbourne Technical College,
1360.-New technical school at Shepparton, 1360.
Transport of Scholars-Bus service at
Preston, 932, 1676.-Bus services for
mentally retarded Children, 935, 951.Financial provision, 1360.
Victorian

School

for

Deaf

Children-

Accommodation,
564.-Training
of
teachers for oral education of the deaf,
1360.-Financial provision, 1360.
Vis'/.wl Education-Government grant, 562.
William Angliss Food Trades School.-

Examination of students, 563.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing Board-Issue
of brochure, 761.-Newspaper statement
by secretary re supplies, 949.-Administration costs: Licences: Payment of
levies, (qn.) 2059.-Advertising: Forms
and ·expenditure, (qn'> 2564.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing Board Select
Committee-Personal explanation re
issue of pamphlet, 186.
ElectoralAgreements on Redistrib'l.(,tion of Assembly
Seats-Country party and Labour party..

1906, 1932, 1938, 1947, 1950, 1958, 2575..
2622, 2813, 2814, 2833, 2837, 2844, 2847,
2852, 2855.-Labour party and Hollway
group, 2612, 2809, 2825, 2852.
Electorates-Comparative
areas,
1945,
2838.-Areas and numbers of electors,
(qn.> 2564.
Enrolments--Comparison of enrolments at
the 16th of May, 1952 with 1944 figures,
1929.-Disparity between country and
metropolitan constituencies, 1940, 2810,
2846, 2856.
Two-for-one Plan-On basis of division of
Commonwealth electorates into two
Assembly districts, 1681, 1689, 1896, 1901,
1905, 1912, 2572 to 2624, 2794 to 2863;
Liberal and Country party alternative,
1916.-Effect on country representation,

INDEX.

Electoral-contintted.
1930, 2796, 2810, 2819, 2825, 2831, 2836,
:2843.-Attitude of country branches of
Liberal and Country party, 2839.
Voting-Analyses of party voting at 1947
and 1950 Assembly elections, 1910;
primary votes recorded for Country
party candidates at 1950 Assembly
election, 1954. - Commonwealth and
'State electoral arrangements, 2850.
Empire Youth Movement - Government
grant, 859.-Representation of Victorian
youth at Coronation, 860.
Employers and Employees (Attachment of
Wages) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 803; second reading, 866; debate
adjourned, 867.
Entertainments for Charity--" Sunday Command Performance" at Melbourne
Town Hall, 1429.
Essendon Land (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2565; treated
as public Bill, 2685; second reading,
2686; debate adjourned, 2687.
Estimates-Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for 1951-52, brought down,
40.--Annual
Estimates
discussed.PreNier's Department, 553; Chief Secretary's Department, 554;
Labour
Department, 560; Education Department,
562; Attorney-General and SolicitorGeneral, 565; Treasury Department,
566; Lands Department, 584; Public
Works Department, 585; Mines Department, 590; Forests Department, 590;
Water Supply Department, 590; Agriculture Department, 591; Department of
Health, 593; Railway Department, 596;
State Coal Mines, 599.-Estimate of
Expenditure for July and August, 1952,
brought down, 640.-Supplementary
Estimates for 1951-52, 762; debated, 804,
834, 880, 915, 978.-Annual Estimates
for 1952-53, brought down, 1353.
Eucalyptus Oil Industry-Reduction of
royalty payments to distillers, 1768.Registration of motor vehicles, 1768.
Evidence Bill-Introduction and first reading, 803; second reading, 820, 1121 ;
debate adjourned, 1122; Bill referred to
Statute Law Revision Committee for
examination and report, 1123; report
presented, 1407; debate resumed, 1867;
remaining stages, 1871.

F.
(See .. Metropolitan
Rents Board.
Fair Rents Board.")
"Fat for Britain "-Revival of appeal, 414.
Fair

Fewster, Mr. George (Essendon).
Budget, 1764.
Children'S Weliare Department-Increased
allowances, 1766.
Education Department-Maintenance of
school buildings, 955; small unit schools,
956; new buildings, 1765; Essendon High
School, 1766; Glenroy High School site,
1766; F'ascoe Vale State School, 2058.
Estimates-Supplementary, 954.
Home Delivery of Commodities, 956, 1767.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Extension of West Coburg service, 955; carriage of prams, 1209.
Metropolitan Omnibus Services-Issue of
tickets, 1406; breaches of regulations,
1406.
Moreland Road Bridge, Coburg, 1015.
Police Department-Glaring headlights on
motor cars, 955.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 95.
Railway Department-Workshops staff,
954; Melbourne-Broadmeadows service,
955; Glenroy railway yard, 2563.
State Electricity CommissIon-Electrical
mechanics' permits, 2253.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill, 1415, 1528.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2102.
Firearms Bill-Restoration under temporary St~nding Order 2640, 34; passed
through all stages, 34; Council's amendments, 483.
Firearms Offences Bill-Restoration under
temporary Standing Order 2640, 35;
passed through all stages, 35; clerical
error corrected, 553.
Fire Brigades (Long-service Leave) Amendment Bill-Restoration under temporary Standing Order 2640, 34; passed
through all stages, 34.
Firewood-Metropolitan
supplies,
699.Financial provision, 805, 860, 1365.
Fisheries and Game Department-Opening
date of quail season, 556, 559.-Confiscation of fishing launches for long lining
offences, 2588.
Flood ReliefBarwon River-Remedial measures, 869,
871,881.
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Flood ReUef-continued.
Colac Lake-Overfiow damage, 2055, 2058,
2438,2440.
Dandenong-Damage in Shire of Dandenong, 961, 1016.
Elster Creek, Elwood--Compensation, 1160,
1161, 1208, 1210, 1665.
]i'inance-Assistance by Commonwealth
and State Governments, (qnJ 782.-Budget statement, 1364.
Gardiner's Creek-Flood damage, 963.
(See also "State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission-Carrum.")
"Folies Bergel'e." (See" Theatr:cal Performances." )
Footwear.
(See "Price Control--F'ootwear.")

Forests Commission-Re-afforestation, 3'(.Financial provision, 1365.-Expenditure
on State Timber Seasoning Works,
Newport,1365. (See also" State Forests
Loan Application Bill.")
Forests (Exchange of Lands) BiH-Introduction and first reading, 803; second
reading, 877, 1105; Committee, 1112;
third reading, 1112.-Statement in
debate, 1208, 1209.
Fraser, Mr. A. J. (Grant).
Business of the House-Order Of business,
552.
Country RoAds (Amendment) Bill, 1199.
Country
Roads
Board - Repairs
at
Werribee South, 945.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected to, 696.
Departmental Expenditure-Communications to members, 237.
Education Department-Laverton school
building, 564.
Estimates-Annual, 554, 557, 564, 568, 580,
584, 586, 590; Supplementary, 940.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1309.
Geelong Old Folk's Home, 586.
Geelong
Waterworks
and Sewerage
(Amendment) Bill, 2530.
Government Departments-Communica~
tions to members, 237; use of Stateowned cars, 695, 706; allotment of cars,
758.
Housing-Emergency accommodation, 580.
Housing Commission-Conditions at Norlane, 695, 943, 1284; rents, 943; shopping
facilities, 943, 1284; acquisition of land,
943.

Fraser, Mr. A. J.-continued.
Kyneton District Hospital-Production 0:
departmental file, 1720; investigation ot
allega tions, 1721.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1227.
Law Department-Appointment of justices
of the peace, 693.
Legislative Council Elections-Number of
non-voters, 1844; penalties, 1844.
Local Government Bill, 1387.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 327, 365, 368, 370.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Cost of and collections from
"honesty boxes," 1287; administration.
1458.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill, 288.
Members' Dining Room-Supply of margarine, 1775.
Members of Parliament-Railway passes.
568.
Motor Car (Amendment) Bill, 1836.
Motor Omnibus Services-Fare increases.
693; issue of tickets, 693.
Municipalities-Maintenance of roads, 584.
Personal
Explanations-Statement
in
debate, 568; pairs in divisions, 1866.
Points of Order-Statements in debate, 686.
693.
Police
Department-Issue
of
motor
driver's licence to disabled returned
soldier, 557, 944; powers of Chief
Commissioner, 944.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2512.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 1224.
Primary Industry-Increased production.
697.
Public Accounts Committee-Reconstitution, 940.
Railway
Department - Engine
spark
arresters, 696; diesel-electric locomotives,
945.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2854.
2855.
Road Accidents--Speed limits, 554, 697.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct, 2763, 2770, 2855.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Chaldon
Meade estate, Clarkefield, 694; trading
activities, 694, 705, 757; settlement in
Nerrin Nerrin district, 758.
State Accident Insurance Office-Rebates,
945.
State
Instrumentalities-Purchase
ot
buildings, 872, 914.
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Fraser, Mr. A. J.-:":co'l1,tinued.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Urban irrigation schemes, 590, 697;
Eildon weir extension, 940; Werribee
Hood damage, 941.
Supply, 692, 1458.
Unemployment, 945.
Want of Confidence in Hollway Ministry,
2853.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 216.
Free Medicine Scheme, CommonwealthReimbursement of chemists, 825.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first r·eading, 3; second
reading, 56, 134; Committee, 137;
remaining stages, 137.
Fulton, Mr. W. O. (Gippsland North).
Aged Persons-Hostels, 1179.
Agriculture
Department - Milk
shop
licences, 2059.
Business of the House-Order of business,
2782.
Education
Department-Pascoe
Vale
State School, 2059.
Footscray and District Hospital-Expenditure, 1796.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill, 137.
Hairdressers Registration (Amen~ment)
Bill, 1555, 1828, 1831.
Health, Department of-Grants to Bush
Nursing hospitals, 242; soap preparations, 459; captive-bolt pistol, 459, 497;
•• Lotus Lodge," Rosebud, 540; contracts
for supply of capital goods, 540;
slaughtered bobby calves, 2008.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 1554, 1827,
2055.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
36.
Hospital Benefits Bill, 2395, 2478, 2487,
2488.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionHospital administrators, 497; construc. tion work at institutions, 781, 1554;
Commission members, 1631; imported
prefabricated buildings, 2684.
Kyneton District Hospital-Dismissal of
doctor, 80; production of files, 1678, 1719,
1720, 1799; investigati.on of allegations,
1850.
Mental Hygiene Branch-Insulin shock
treatment, 974.
Milk Supply-Supervision of bottling, 243;
shop licences, 2059.

Fulton, Mr. W.O.-continued ..
Privilege-Complaint:
Allegations
.of
improper conduct, 2287, 2292.
Public Hospitals-Training of nurses,
1179, 1554; shDrtage of beds, 1554; bed
accommodati.on at Geelong, 2058.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 803.
Registration of Births Deaths and
Marriages Bill, 1116.
Road Accidents-Hospital beds for casualties, 914.
St. Vincent's Hospital-Casualty department conditions, 496, 541.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1526.
W.orkers Compensation Bill, 45.
Funeral Benefit Associations.-Protection of
contributors, 869, 871, 933, (qn.) 1180,
1206, 1210, 1431, 1435, 1436, 1445, 1495.Validity of legislation, 933, 960.-Application of Benefit Associations Act, (qn.)
975.-Winding-up orders, (qn.) 975.Reports on investigations, (qn.) 975.Policy with Temperance and General
Mutual Life Assurance Society Ltd.,
960, 988.-Control .of funds, 988.-Public
inquiry into operations, 1013, 1207, 1210.
-Names and addresses of directors,
(qn.) 1095.-All-party committee appointed, 1243.-Motion for adjournment
of House to discuss associations, 1407;
ruled out of order, 1409.-Proposed
Select Committee, 1495.-Collection of
subscriptions, (qn.) 2394.
FUnerals--State contracts with undertakers,
(qn.) 976, 1003.-Charges by undertakers,
2390,
2393.-Regulation of
prices, (qn.) 2474.

G.
Galvin, Mr. L. W. (Bendigo).
Barley Marketing (Amendmerit) Bill, 2373.
Bendigo Medical Services, 1684.
Bendig.o Rotary Club Youth CampGovernment grant, 572.
Benefit Associations Act-Funeral benefit
schemes, 1180; all-party committee,
1244; adjournment motion, 1409.
Betting Taxation-Departmental report on
winning bets tax, 282.
Bookmakers Bill, 2407.
Budget, 1679.
Business Investigations Act-Inquiries,
1010.
Business of the House-Order of business,
548, 2566, 2784.
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Galvin, Mr. L. W.-continued.
Butter........,Production, consumption and export, 1407.
Children's Welfare Department-Incarceration of two girls in Pentridge gaol,
1683, 1799, 1803, 1844, 1891, 1894.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 1128.
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2294, 2625.
Debate--Withdrawal of statements objected to, 693, 1220.
Decentralization-Country industries, 2593,
2594.
Essendon Land (Amendment) Bill, 2685.
Estimates-Annual, 572, 598.-Supplementary, 1004.
Food Production, 672.
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bill, ll05,
1112.
Funeral
Benefit
Associations - Contributors, ll80.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1261, 1303, 1305.
Health,
Department
of - Regulations
covering manufacture of meat pies,
1426; shortage of doctors in Bendigo,
1684.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2053.
Horse Racing-Totalizator payments, 1687;
payments to Treasury by racing clubs,
1687; off-the-course betting, 1687;
stewards' inquiries, 1688.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Construction work at institutions, 780.
Inland Meat Authority-Bendigo works,
1009.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 1864, 1865.
Labour Party-Country Party agreement,
1938.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, 465.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1202, 1203, 1236.
Land Surveyors Bill, 1049.
Land Tax-Uniform valuations, 1427.
Land Tax Bill, 2206.
Local Government Bill, 1245.
Margarine-Production quota for manufacture, 1406.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 307, 314, 358, 360, 364,
367.
Meat Pies, 1426.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Migrant traffic staff employees,
1553; overseas recruitment of staff, 1P40.

Galvin, Mr. L. W.-continued.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 204l.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill, 468.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowa.m:es)
Amendment Bill, 2693, 2695.
Mines (Amendment) Bill, 1187.
Penal Department--Report of Inspector
General of Penal Establishments, 1684Personal Explanations-Pamphlet concerning Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing
Board Select Committee, 186; statements in debate, 828, 1410; pairs in
divisions, 1866; press report of debate,
2794.
Points of Order-Statements in debate,
124, 696, 1309, 1503, 1570, 1571, 1572;
objecting to extension .of time for member to continue his speech, 696; relevancy of amendment, 1251; omission of
word "unfortunately" from motion,
1803; discussing matters su.b judice, 1806;
citing documents not before the House,
2270; Minister using offensive words
against
Legislative
Council,
2734;
speakers to Ministerial statement submitted by leave, 2765.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 1212.
Police Offences
2519, 2524.

(Firearms)

Bill, 2515,

Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 1218, 1221.
Primary Industries-Labour, 1423.
Privilege - Complaint:
Allegations of
improper conduct, 2186, 2187, 2258,
2260, 2287; submission that Speaker
should leave the Chair during debate
of motion, 2258, 2260.
Railway Department-Order for .. N"
class locomotives, 79; complaints re
delayed consignments, 598; suburban
electric railway carriages, 977; contract
for equipment, 1096; batching camps
at Bendigo, 1243.
Redistribution of Assembly seats, 1689,
1936, 1938, 1939, 1940, 1942, 2589,. 2593.
2594, 2818, 2819.
Royal Commission on Allegations of
Improper Conduct-Attendanee of members of Assembly and officers of Parliament, 2397.
Rural Finance Corporation-Single-unit
farms, 1686.
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Galvin, Mr. L. W.,--continued.
.soldier Settlement Commission-Provision
of loan funds, 793, 795; Government
allocation, 1685; trading profits, 1686;
single-unit farms, 1686; Heytesbury
forest settlement, 1686.
State Electricity Commission-Equipment,
.671;
financial
commitments, 1679;
~appointment of Bendigo traffic inspector,
2169.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2107.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Works programme, 671; flooding
of Barwon river, 1008; Hume weir,
extension, 1128.
Supply, 670, 1422, 2589; action of Legislative Council on Supply Bill, 2818.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2177.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1383,,1519.
Want
of
Confidence-In
McDonald
Ministry, 1936; in Hollway Ministry,
2818.
Water Bill, 1557, 1586, 1590, 2294.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 299.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Gas price increases, 644, 690, 1648, 1731, 1734.Position of gas undertakings acquired,
650, 676, 1731.--Production of brown
coal gas at Morwell, 645.-Explosions in
gas mains, 702.-Price and maintenance
(;osts of gas meters, (qn.) 1494.-Report
of chairman, 1638.-Audit charges, 1649.
-Equipment purchases, (qns.) 2169,
2395, 2473.-Imposition of service charge,
(qn.) 2394.
(See also "Town Hall
Hotel, Melbourne.")
Geelong Harbor Trust (Amendment) BillReceived from Council and first reading,
418; second reading, 462, 475; remaining stages, 479.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) BillIntroduction and first reading, 1244;
second :reading, 1260; appropriation
resolution, 1288; amendment to secondreading motion, 1300; amendment negatived, 1313; Bill passed through remaining stages, 1313.
Geelong
Waterworks· and
Sewerage
(Amendment) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 2395; second reading, 2437,
2528; remaining stages, 2530.
Girl Guides Association-Government grant,
1713.

Girl Guides Association Bill-Introdtldion
and first reading, 2294; treated as public
Bill, 2373; second reading, 2373, 2526;
remaining stages, 2528.
Government 'Buildings-Insurance cover,
1649.
Government Cool Stores-Extensions, (qn.)
779, 985.
Government Funds-Motion for adjournment of House, 616; subject discussed,
625; motion negatived, 637.
Government Printing Office-Expenditure
on departmental publications, 583.Cost of paper and materials, 805.
Government, The. (See" Ministry.")
Government Tourist Bureau. (See" Railvvay Department-Govern?nent Tourist
BU1'eau.")

Governor, His Excellency General Sir
Reginald Alexander Dallas Brooks,
K.C.B., K.C.M.G., D.S.O., K.St.J.-Motion
for adoption of Address-in-Reply to
Speech on opening of Parliament, 36;
seconded, 38; debated, 402; Address-inReply 'adopted, 418; presentation to
His Excellency, 539.-Address to His
Excellency requesting transmission of
Addresses re death of King George VI.
and accession of Queen Elizabeth II.,
614.
Greater Melbourne Council-Plan of Municipal Association of Victoria, 1948.
Guye, Mr. E. F. (Polwarth).
Associated Pulp and Paper Mills Ltd.Gellibrand mill, 584.
Budget, 1772.
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2297, 2625.
Country Roads (Amendment> Bill, 1198.
Country Roads Board-Hordern ValeApollo Bay road, 1841; position of timber
workers, 1842.
Estimates-Annual,
584, 596.-Supplementary, 880.
Flooding of Lake at Colac, 2055.
Flood Relief-Financial assistance by
Commonwealth Government, 782, 881.
Housing Commission-Eviction of tenants,
975.
Price Control-Potatoes, 1773.
Public Works Department-Grants for
swimming pools, 1678.
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Guye, Mr. E. F.-·-continued.
Railway Department-Port Fairy service,
596; maintenance of boundary fences,
880; deficit, 1772; spur line at Winchelsea, 1772.
River Improvement Trusts, 780, 882.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Heytesbury forest area, 1774.
State Electricity Commission-Connections
in rural areas, 2253.
Transport Act-Activities of Co-ordinator
of Transport, 974; Trans-Otway bus
service, 1012.
V/ater Bill, 1581.
H.

Hairdressers Registration
(Amendment)
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
1555; second reading, 1828, 2044; remaining stages, 2047.
Hayes, Mr. Thomas (Melbourne).
Budget, 1704.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Interest
rates, 1709.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 1886.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill, 1155.
Debate--Withdrawal of statement objected
to, 2833.
Estimates-Supplementary, 899.
Hairdressers Registration (Amendment)
Bill, 1831, 2044.
Housing Commission-Slum reclamation,
899; rents, 900.
Local Government Bill, 1273.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 337.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Administration, 1439; purchase:
of hostels, 1440; hostel facilities, 1553;
statutory payments, 1708; appointment
of members, 1708; fare increases, 1709.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2019.
Privilege-Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2288.
State Electricity Commission-Increased
charges, 900; loan funds, 1706.
State Lottery, 1707, 1708.
Supply, 1439.
Totalizator-Deductions, 1707; payments
to racing clubs, 1707.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2191.
'Winning Bets Tax, 1707.

Health.

(See

"Education

Department-

Medical and Dental Services" and "De-

partment of Health.")
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1554; second reading, 1827, 2050; remaining stages, 2055.
Health (Radiological Examinations) BillRestoration under temporary Standing
Order 264D, 36; advanced to second reading, 36; second-reading debate, 52; Committee, 56; remaining stages, 56.
Hipworth, Colonel J. A. (Swan Hill).
Estimates-Supplementary Estimates for
1951-52, 956.
Health, Department of-Slaughtering of
bobby calves, 1286, 2008.,
Law Department-Reporting of court proceedings, 33.
Licensing
Act-Hotel
accommodation,
2007.
Local Government Bill, 1294.
North-West Mallee Settlement Areas
Act-Administration, 781; compensation
payments, 957.
Public Debt, 956.
Public Service-Long-service leave, 33.
Railway Department-Stock trains, 958;
locomotives, 958.
State Electricity Commission-Disposal of
equipment, 1842.
State Instrumentalities-Dismissal and
engagement of employees, 826; employees engaged on capital works, 1022.
State Rivers and W,ater Supply Commission-Torrumbarry irrigation system,
957; river flooding, 957; constitution of
river improvement trusts, 2758.
Hollway, 1\'11'. T. T. (Ballarat).
Absence of the Clerk, 2794.
Business of the House--Order of business,
2771, 2773.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1150.
Liberal and Country Party-Parliamentary leadership, 458.
Ministry-Hollway Government, 2756.
Motor Car Act---,Convictions for offences,
2758.
Personal Explanation-Statements in affidavits, 2171.
Political Situation, 2863, 2864.
Privilege-Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2266.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 1894,
2605, 2798, 2801, 2802, 2806.
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Hollway, Mr. T. T.-continued.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Bill, 1039, 1041, 1118.
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill, 199.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct, 2759, 2768.
Supply-Votes on account, 2605; action of
Legislative Council on Supply Bill, 2804.
Want of Confidence--In McDonald Ministry, 1893, ·1894; in Hollway Ministry,
2797, 2801, 2802.
Wrongs (Contributory Negligence) Bill,
195.
Holmesglen Camp.

(See" Immigration.")

Holt, Mr. R. W. (Portland).
Address-in-Reply, 408.
Benefit Associations Act-Adjournment
motion, 1408.
Budget, 1653.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 1053,
1125.
Crown Proceedings Bill, 2625.
Education Department-Port Fairy Consolidated School, 1459.
Estimates-Annual, 591; Supplementary,
926.
Evidence Bill, 1121, 1867.
Flood Damage-Drainage schemes, 926.
Geelong Harbor T.rust (Financial) Bill,
1310.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
292.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1130, 1146,
1152.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 144,
149.
Labour Party-Country Party Agreement,
2837.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1232, 1239.
Land Tax, 1656.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill (No.2),
1052.
Loan Works Programme, 1657.
Maintenance (Amendment) Bill, 1404.
Motor Car Bill, 480.
Personal Explanation-Statement in debate, 2358.
Petrol Sales, 927.
Points of Order-Relevancy of amendment, 1253; questioning Chairman's
ruling, 1434; discussing matters sub
judice, 1807; citing documents not
before the House, 2265, 2269.

Holt, Mr. R. W.-continued.
Police Offences (Amendment> Bill, 2408,
2436.
Potato Marketing Board-Administration,
591.
Price Control-Administration, 927; petroleum products, 2071, 2073.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 1212, 1215.
Privilege-Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2259, 2278, 2286, 2288;
submission that Speaker should leave
the Chair during debate of motion, 2259;
proposed Committee of Privilege, 2349.
Public Library, National Gallery and
Museums-Fire prevention system, 1351.
Railway Department-Increased freights
and fares, 1653.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 1956,
2836, 2837.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of members of Assem bly and officers of Parliament, 2401, 2842.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Lack of
amenities at Woodhouse estate, 408;
expenditure from loan funds, 1629;
Mortat estate, 2841.
Solicitor-General Bill, 229.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2104.
Supply, 1459.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 2405, 2691.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
B.ill, 1240.
Trustee Bill, 2689.
Unemployment, 1654.
Uniform Taxation, 1655.
Want of Confidence-In McDonald Ministry, 1956; in Hollway Ministry, 2836.
Water Bill, 1582.
Workers Compensation Bill, 46, 50.
Wrongs (Contributory Negligence) Bill,
193, 194, 195.
Home Delivery of Commodities-Resumption of pre-war methods, 946, 947.Adoption of New South Wales system,
956, 1767. (See also" Bread.")
Horse Racing-" Closed door" inquiries by
stipendiary stewards, 1688. (See also
"Betting," "Bookmakers Bill," "Totalizator Act," and "Totalizator (Amendment) Bill.")

LEGISLATivE 'ASSEMBLY.

Hospital Benefits-Agreement with Commonwealth Government, 1363.-Proposed Victorian scheme, 1698. (See also
Hospital Benefits Bill.")
II

Hospital Benefits Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 2395; second reading,
2478; debate adjourned, 2487.
Hospitals-Accommodation-Shortage of beds, (qn.)

1554.---'Conditions at Geelong, 2056, 2058.
495, 497,
2791.
Buildings-Recommendation of permit
priorities, (qnJ 33.--Construction work
at institutions, (qnJ 780.-Building programme, (qn.) 1554. (See also II Trusteel
Corporation, &c.")
Administrators-Appointment,

Bu.sh

Nursing

Hospitals-Government

grants: Application from Skipton, 238,
242, 1454, 1460.-Finance for maintenance, 1362.
Eildon Weir Project-Provision of temporary hospital, 705.
Finance-Commonwealth social service
contributions, 843.-Legality of hospital
charges, 1699, 1702. (See also II Hospital Benefits Bill.")
Footscray and District Hospital-Expendi-

ture, (qnJ 1796.
NurSe8-Melbourne school for training of
nurses, 594.-Cost of training in public
hospitals, (qnJ 1179.-Employment of
male nurses, 1458.-Shortage in public
hospitals, (qn.) 1554.
Old Folk's Home, Geelong. (See" Aged
and Infirm' Persons.")
Portland
Hospital-Financial
position,
1658.
St. Vincent's Hospital-New casualty and
out-patients' block, 492, 496, (qn.) 540,
594.
(See also II Kyneton District Hospital"
and II Road Accidents.")
Hospitals and Charities CommissionAdministration and Finance-Buildings,
(qns.) 33, 780, 1554, 2684.-Government
grant, 804.-Distribution of moneys
allocated, (qnJ 1024.-Personnel of
Commission: Term of office, (qn.) 1631,
1699.-Payment to panel of architects,
1701.-Grants to metropolitan hospitals,
(qnJ 2254. (See also II Hospitals.")
Hotels. (See" Landlord and Tenant Act"
and Licensing Act.")
House Committee-Appointed, 40.
II

HousingConstructional Engineering Products Pty.

Ltd.---Company's activities, 420, 422.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Proposed

permanent building society, 848.Finance problem, 978.-Interest rates,
(qn.) 1126, 1447, 1709.~Registration of
new societies, 1366.-Government's liability under guarantee provisions, 1367.
-Increase of advance limit, 1367. (See
also "Co-operative Housing Societies
(Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill.")
Emergency

Accommodation-Conditions

at Lorimer-street, Port Melbourne, 1772.
Evictions-Number of orders under Landlord and Tenant Act, (qn.) 873, 893.Application by Sutex Limited, 893.Procedure in applications for orders,
894. (See also "Housing Commission
-Evictions." )
Home Builders-Interest

rates, 677.South Australian Government scheme,
677.-Delays in vacating rented properties, 895.-Lack of finance for
amenities, 1740.

Housing (Commonwealth and State Agreement) Act-Tabling of statements to

Commonwealth Treasurer, (qnJ 461.
Units-Transference
to
country centres, 851.
Shortages-Use of unoccupied Government houses, 580.-Conditions at Geelong, 978.

Prefabricated

State

I nstrumentalities-Accommoda tiOll

for occupants of purchased houses, (qn.)
54I.-Activities, 663.
Housing CommissionAdminist'ration-Sale of " dwelling shops,"

(qn.) 80, 150.-Reports to Parliament,
(qnJ 461.-0verhead expenditure on
staffing, 664, 905.
Allocations-Provision for families, (qn.)
461, 580.
Amenities~Cost 'Of servicing Commission
homes, (qn.) 1178.
Architects-Personnel and fees of panel
of architects, (qnJ 1494, 1771.
Ballots-Review of system, 1771.
Building Operations-Number and cost of
houses completed, 661.-Types of homes
constructed, (qn.) 1178.-Budget statement on Commission's operations, 1366.
Contracts-New type of building contract,
(qn.) 281.-0verseas supplies of capital
goods, (qn.) 541.-Prices paid for brick

(-t8)
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Housing Commission-continued.
two-bedroomed type!), (qn.) 1178.Financial arrangements with contractors, (qn.) 2009.
Evictions-Number of tenants evicted,
(qn.) 975.-Ejection case at Sandringham, 2391, 2392.
Finance-Effect of loan cuts, 413.-Use
of State Savings Bank deposits to
finance purchases, 662.
Land Dealings-Profits on sales of acquired properties, 663.-Acquisition of
vacant
blocks,
(qns.)
827,
911,
1094.-Price of block at Coburg, 943.Release of allotments, (qn.) 1024.
Loan Works-Curtailment of programme,
413.-Reduction of buildings in country
areas, 417.
Materials-Supplies by Merri Cement
Products Pty. Ltd., (qn.) 184, 402.
P?'e-fabricated Homes-Erection in country areas, 412.-Danger of introduction
of Continental wasps, 944.-Tenders for
houses at Natimuk, (qn.) 1844.
Rents-Comparison with South Australian
charges, 66l.-Review of rents charged
by Commission, 900, 902, 943.-Life of
properties, 905, 177l.-Removal of price
controls, 948.-Compensation for lack
of amenities, 978.-Rent ,collections,
1366.
Sales of Homes to Tenants~Valuation of
estates, 903, (qnJ 1178.-Applicartions
to purchase Seymour dwellings, (qnJ
1211.-Delays in negotiations, 2534.Official procedure, 2535.
Shopping Facilities-Norlane Estate, Geelong, 695, 943, 1284, 1286.
Slum Abolition-Use of loan funds, 663.Demolition and repair of condemned and
sub-standard properties, 687, 1013, (qn.)
1094.-Completion of North Melbourne
undertaking, 900.-Inspection of conditions in Collingwood, 959.-Enforcement
of repair orders, (qn.) 1127.-J>ort Melbourne and South Melbourne schemes,
(qn.> 1242.-Financial provision, 1366.
-Prahran City Council: Multi-purpose
flats scheme, 1664.
Hyland, Sir Herbert (Gippsland South),
Boarding and Apartment Houses, 460.
Chandler Highway-Maintenance, 1320.
Closure Motion, 552, 2863.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected to, 622.

Hyland, Sir Herbert-continued.
Education
Department-Prefabricated
class-rooms, 422; shifts in schools, 1287;
school accommodation, 1405; special
loans, 1405.
Estimates-Annual, 565; Supplementary,
883.
Funerals-Suggested
regulation
of
charges, 2474.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Amendment> Bill,
418, 462.
Government Tourist Bureau-Meeting of
overseas vessels, 185.
Housing Commission-Shopping facilities
at Norlane, 1286.
Latrobe River Improvement Trust, 883.
Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill, 209, 210.
Local Government (Watrnambool) ,Bill,
461, 471.
Melbourne and MetropolHan Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 80, 82.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-" Honesty boxes," 1287; hostel
facili ties, 1553; migrant traffic staff employees, 1553.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 1377,
1512, 2039.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill, 133, 187.
Metropolitan Omnibus Services-Issue of
tickets, 1407; breaches of regulations,
1407.
Motor Cars-Insurance, 565; tires, 2009~
petrol, 2066.
Oil and Fuel Supplies-Commonwealth
Royal Commission report, 2060; competitive companies, 2066, 2068.
Points of Order-Statements in debate,
690, 691, 2041; Chairman's ruling referred to Speaker, 1434; scope of debate
on motion fixing time for meeting of
House, 2732.
.
Price
Control - Boardinghouses
and
apartment houses, 460; comprehensive
car insurance, 565; reduction of price of
motor tires, 2009; petroleum products,
2066, 2068, 2256; staff employed, 2394.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 802, 828, 832.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 36.
Radio Broadcast-" The Strangler," 1603.
Railway Department--Adelaide-Melbourne
service, 34; order for "N" class locomotives, 79, 184, 542; Government
Tourist Bureau, 185; contracts for capital goods, 282; Tallarook station and
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Hyland, Sir Herbert-continued.
shunting yards, 540; trucks from South
Australia, 542; accommodation for
prams on Eltham line, 780, 827; accidents at level crossings, 873; acquisition
of land for housing, 873, 910, 911; accountancy system, 884; operation costs,
885;
deficit,
885;
rolling
stock,
886; suburban services, 887; freight
rates, 887; suburban electric railway carriages, 977; contracts for
works and equipment, 1023; concessional
fares
for
railway
employees, 1023; cost of pre-cut houses,
1211; hostels, 1211; batching camps at
Bendigo, 1243; dismissal of employees,
2535; railway yard at Glenroy, 2563.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 35, 130.
State Coal Mine-Kirrak area pit, 1554.
State Electricity Commission-Charges to
consumers, 1603.
TranspOI't Act-Activities of Co-ordinator
of Transport, 974.
Transport Regulation Board-Fees for
special permits, 779.
Woorayl (Unimproved Rating PolD Bill,
133, 188.
L
Immigration-Conditions
at
Holmesglen
camp, 939, 1419.-Detell'tion of prohibited persons pending deportation,
(qn.) 1179.-Use of Nissen huts at
Yallourn camp, 1420.-Employment of
immigrants in primary production, 1731.
(See also" Melbourne and Metropolitan
Tramways Board-Staff," and" Railway
Departmen t-Stctff.")
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 1288; second reading, 1412,
1591; Committee, 1600, 2436; remaining
stages, 2437.
Improper Practices, Allegations of.
(See
.. Legislative Assembly-Privilege and
Royal Commission.")

Industrial Conditions-Basic wage and
working week: Action by employers'
organizations, (qn.) 827, 998, 1445, 1749;
representation of Government at hearing, 890.-Effect of introduction of
40-hour week, 1444.-Production statistics, 1451.-Employment of industrial
officers, 1457. (See also" Employers and
Employees (Attachment of Wages)
Bill.")
Infant Welfare.
(See" Creches, Infant
Welfare, Kindergartens.")
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Inland Meat Authority-Bendigo works:
Effect of operations of metropolitan
buyers, 1009.
Institute of Technology. (See" Education
Department-TechnicaZ Schools.")

Ireland, Mr. A. E. (Mernda).
Cement-Local production and distribution, 2475.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill, 1197.
Education Department-" Jennings" prefabricated school rooms, 2474.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing Board-Administration costs, 2059; licences, 2059;
payment of levies, 2059.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 340.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 196.
Railway Department--Government Touri3t
Bureau, 185.
State Electricity Commission-Advances
by consumers, 760; interest on loans,
760; acqUisition of undertakings, 2253;
reticulation in new areas, 2254.

J.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries BillAppropriation resolution and first reading, 81; second reading, 211, 292; third
reading, 294; Council's amendment, 483.
Justices (Amendment) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 803; second reading,
816, 1130; Committee, 1146; remaining
stages, 1155.
Justices
of
the
Peace-Appointment
methods, 693.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill-Received
from Council and restored under temporary Standing Order 264E, 58; second
reading, 58; Committee, 58, 141; third
reading, 149.

K.
Kerosene Heaters-Fire risk with unprotected appliances, 897.
King George VL, His Majesty-Illness 36,
38.-Governor's message officially notifying the death of His Majesty King
George VI., 609; motion expressing deep
sympathy with Royal Family in loss
suffered thereby, 610; agreed to, 612;
adjournment of House as mark of
respect, 614.-Receipt of message of
sympathy with Royal Family acknowledged, 616.-Acceptance by Queen
Elizabeth II. of bound record of Parliamentary proceedings, 1351.

INDEX;'

(so)

Knox, Sir George (Scoresby).
Commonwealth Payroll Tax, 566.
Estimates-Annual, 566.-Supplementary
Estimates for 1951-52, 888.
Police Offences (Amendment> Bill, 2427.
Railway Department-Level crossings,
888.
Trustee Bill, 2689.

Kyneton District Hospital-Dismissal of
doctor, (qnJ 80.-Requests for files,
(qnsJ 1678, 1798.-Investigation of
allegations, 1693, 1713, 1721, 1725, 1733.
-Subject discussed on motion for adjournment of House, 1845.

L.
Land (Development Leases)
Bill-Introduction and first
second reading, 832, 1201,
through Committee, 1236;
ing, 1236.

Amendment
reading, 802;
1227; passed
third read-

Landlord and Tenant Act-Proposed amendment re rents, &c., 664,.1662, 1667, 2579.
-Position of hotels and milk bars, (qn.)
1632. (See also "Housing-Evictions,"
.. Metropolitan Fair Rents Board,"
.. Petitions," and "Rent Control.")
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill (No. 1)Introduction and first reading, 419;
second reading, 464; remaining stages,
467.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill (No. 2)Introduction and first reading, 803;
second reading, 822, 1052; remaining
stages, 1053.
Lands Department-Ownership of holdings,
(qnsJ 780, 911.-North-West MaBee
Settlement Areas Act: Administration,
(qnJ 781, 957.-Employment of science
graduates on vermin eradication, (qnJ
1629. (See also" Vermin and Noxious
Weeds.")
Land Surveyors Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 802; second reading, 809, 1042;
Committee, 1051, 2385; third reading,
2389.
Land Tax.

(See "Taxation-Land Tax.")

Land Tax Bill-Resolution fixing rate of
tax, agreed to, 2011; Bill introduced
and first reading, 2012; second reading,
2012, 2198; Committee, 2208; remaining
stages, 2209.

Land, Valuation of. (See" Municipalities.")
Law Department-Rep~rting of court proceedings, (qn,) 33.-Penalties imposed
by courts, 237, 243.-Compensation for
juryman injured in road accident, 555.Procedure in conduct of criminal prosecutions, 565.-Clemency plea for exseryiceman, 701.-Issue of garnishee
orders, (qn.) 1243.-Increased penalties
for theft of cars, 1667.
(See also
" Business Investigations Act It and
"Poor Persons Legal Assistance Act.")
Lawson, The Hon. Sir Harry, Death ofResolution placing on record sorrow
at Sir Harry Lawson's death, and appreciation of his services, 753; adjournment of House as mark of respect, 756.
-Acknowledgment on behalf of family,
825.
Leases, Development.
(See "Land (Development Leases) Amendment Bill.")
Leave of Absence-Mr. T. P.Corrigan, 418.
-Mr. Buckingham, 761.-Mr. Oldham,
1495.
Leckie, Mr. R. J. (Evelyn).
Benefit Associations Act-Funds of fUneral
benefit aSSOciations, 933.
County Court (Amendment> Bill, 815.
Education Department-School accommodation, 906; pre-fabricated buildings,
907.
Estimates-Supplementary, 906, 933.
Evidence Bill, 1868.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill, 134,
137.
Justices (Amendment> Bill, 820, 1143.
JusUces (Service of Process) Bill, 146, 148.
Land Tax Bill, 2205.
Local Government Bill, 1313.
Ma'rketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 316, 356, 366, 368, 369,
370.
Melbourne City Council-Parking in city
streets, 1428.
Motor Car Act-Regulations, 908; timber
jinkers, 908; court evidence of traffic
poUce, 909; traffic control, 909.
Pleuro-pneumonia in Cattle-Outbreak in
Victoria, 2389.
Point of Order-Citing documents not
before the House, 2266.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2501,
2523.
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Leckie, Mr. R. J.-continued.
Privilege-Proposed Committee of Privilege, 2351.
Public Service-Ex gratia payments to
female ex-members, 185.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2817.
Rural Finance Corporation-Loans, 1798.
Solicitor-General Bill, 225, 234.
Supply, 1428.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2718.
Want of Confidence in Hollway Ministry,
2817.
Workers Compensation Bill, 44.
Leggatt, Colonel W. W. (Mornington).
Electoral Districts-Areas and numbers
of electors, 2564.
Estimates, 557, 558.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
56.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1145, 1146,
1153.
Kyneton District Hospital-Dismissal of
doctor, SO.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, 467.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 485.
Local Government <Imported Houses)
Bill, 206.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill, 467.
Motor Car Bill, 480.
Penal Department-Conditions in penal
establishments, 557.
Point of Order-Statement in debate, 114.
Police Department-Mornington Police
College at "Sutton Grange," 558.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2417.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2495,
2514.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Bill, 1036, 1113, 1117.
Solicitor-General Bill, 227, 235.
State Electricity Commission-Liability
to municipal rating, 79; repairs to elec{rical equipment sold, 914.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1517, 1528.
Water Bill, 1585.
Weights and Measures (Amendment> Bill,
1187.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 216.
Workers Compensation Bill, 41, 46, 47.
Wrongs (Contributory Negligence) Bill,
194.

Legislative AssemblyClerk-Absence, 2794.
Leader of the Opposition-Appointment,
1022, 2756.
Mace-Return of original mace lent to
Commonwealth Parliament,' 761.
Press Representatives-Members' complaints, 2257.
Privilege-Alleged improper practices:
Personal explanations re affidavits, 2170,
2171, 2172.-Questions of parliamentary
privilege raised, 2181, 2340.-Motion
that allegations "be referred immediately to a Select Committee of this
House," 2182, 2258; presiding officer
during debate, 2258; motion negatived,
2293.-Motion for appointment of Committee of Privilege, 2343; motion ruled
out of order, 2354.
Royal Commission-Covernment's advice
to His Excellency the Governor to
appoint Royal Commission to inquire
into allegations of improper practic,es,
2261.-Motion to enable members of
Assembly and officers of Parliament to
attend Royal Commission, 2396; debated,
2396; agreed to, 2403.-Announcement
of adjournment of Royal Commission
sine die, 2759; subject debated, 2759;
personal explanations, 2765, 2770.-Further references to Royal Commission,
2842, 2853.
(See also "Business of the House,"
"Electoral," "Members," and II Ministry.")
Legislative CouncilAbolition----Proposed referendum legislation, 553.
Supply--Power of Council to withold,
2795, 2818.
Triennial Elections-Support of Communist candidates, 931, 995.-Number
of non-voters, (qn.) 1844; penalties,
(qn.) 1844.-Analysis of party voting,
994, 1005.-Adult franchise, 2840. (See
also II The Constitution (Legislative
Council) Bill.")

Lemmon, Mr. John (Williamstown).
Education-Commonwealth Government
scholarship scheme, 1797.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill, 135.
Land Surveyors Bill, 1047.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment Bill, 2695.
Personal Exrlrmation-Press statement,
2256.

INDBX,

Lemmon, Mr. John-continued.
Points of Order-Member discussing Bill
not before the House, 555; relevancy
of amendment, 1251; production of departmental file, 1719; direct pecuniary
interest of member in question before
the House, 2272; relevancy of matters
mentioned in support of motion fixing
time for meeting of House, 2732.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2408.
Privilege-Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2188, 2273; proposed
Committee of Privilege, 2353.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct--Attendance of membpt:'s of Assembly and officers of Parliament, 2396, 2401.
Statute Law Revision Bill, HI.
Workers Compensation Bill, 50.
Liberal and Country Party-Parliamentary
leader, 458.
LiJ.>rary Committee-Appointed, 40.
Licensing Act-Accommodation in hotels,
(qn.) 782, 857, (qn.) 2007.-Amenities
for travelling public, 857.-Accommodation at Town Hall Hotel, Melbourne,
(qn.) 977.-Activities of brewing company, 1601.-Court judgment on application for grocer's licence, (qnJ 1632,
1711.-Receipts from increased licence
percentage fee, 1659.-Abolition of local
option polls, 1711.-Licences Reduction
Board: Hotels and population, (qnJ
1845; preparation of annual reports,
(qn.) 2563.-Facilities fur supply of
liquor at Kardinia Park, Geelong, 1960.
-Country licensing districts,
(qnJ
2007.-Metropolitan licensing districts,
(qn.) 2007. (See also "Olympic Games,
1956.")
Licensing (Mildura) Bill-Received from
Council and first reading, 418; second
reading, 418, 485; remaining stages, 492.
Lind, Sir Albert (Gippsland East).
Associated Pulp and Paper Mills Ltd.Gellibrand mill, 584.
Barwon River Floods-Proposed remedial
measures, 871.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 1890.
Country Roads (Amendment> Bill, 803.
Death-The Hon. Sir Harry Lawson, 755.
Departmental Expenditure-Communications to members, 242.

Lind, Sir Albert-continued.
Education Department-Dandenong West
State School, 2305.
Elster Creek, Elwood-Compensation for
fI.·ood damage, 1161, 1210.
Essendon Land (Amendment) Bill, 2565,
2685, 2686, 2687.
Estimates, 584.
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bill, 803,
877, 1112.
Lan·d (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 802, 832, 1136.
Land Holdings-Form of ownership, 780.
Land Surveyors Bill, 803, 809, 1051, 2385,
2386, 2387, 2389.
Lands Department-Destruction of rabbits, 1629.
Loan Funds-Allocation and expenditure,
2304.
Meat Industry-Export prrces, 1210.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill, 400.
North-West Mallee Settlement Areas Act
-Administration, 781.
North-West Mallee Settlement Areas Bill,
2564.
Penal Department-Langi Kal Kal training centre, 2304.
Pleuro-pneumonia in Cattle-Outbreak in
Victoria, 2392.
Points of Order-Statements in debate,
693, 1220.
Police Department-Station residence at
Heathcote, 2535.
Railway Department-Restoration of services, 871.
Soldier Settlement Commission--Fulham
estate, 33, 63, 708; trading activities,
757; payments to Consolidated Revenue,
757; settlement in Nerrin Nerrin district, 758; provision of loan funds, 799,
801; purchase of blocks allocated, 977;
purchase of properties, 1024; eradication
of rabbits, 1629; expenditure from loan
funds, 1629; properties acquired, 2163;
settlement and expenditure, 2163; case
of settler in Hamilton district, 2535.
State Forests Loan Application Bill, 2293,
2375.
Tea:ching Service (Amendment) Bill, 803,
867, 868, 1201.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2293, 2355, 2359.
Wirth's Park-Use of site for cultural
centr·e, 973.
Loan Funds-Borrowing from International
Bank of Reconstruction and Development, 655, 845.-Publication of interest
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Loan Funds-continued.
rates, 673.-Personal explanation re
press statement,
756.
(See
also
"Government Funds.")
Loan Programme-Allocations to Departments, (qn.) 185, 682, 1639, (qn.) 2162.Ministerial statement re financial posi~
tion of State, 762.-Priorities for application of dollar loan, 845.-Expenditure
on new works, (qn.) 1126.-Loan money
for State works under Commonwealth
and States Financial Agreement, (qn.)
1127, 1368, 1736.-Budget statements,
1367, 1639.-Funding of deficit out of
loan allocation, 1650.-Priority of State
works, 1657.-Guarantee of annual provision for major projects, 1764. (See
also
" Australian
Loan
Council,"
.. Government Funds," "State Electricity Commission-Kiewa HydTo-Electric Scheme," and "State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission-Administration and Finance, and Eildon Weir.")
Local Government. (See" Municipalities.")
Local Government Bill-Introduction and
first ,reading, 802; motion for second
reading, 1096, 1244, 1266, 1288; amendment, 1295; second-reading motion and
amendment debated, 1313, 1383; amendment negatived, 1399; Bill read second
time, 1399; Committee, 1399; progress
reported, 1399.
]...ocal Government (Inlported Houses) BiIlReceived from Council and restored
under temporary Standing Order 264E,
58; advanced to second reading, 58;
second reading debate, 200; Committee,
210; remaining stages, 210.
Local Government (WarrnambooJ) BiIlReceived from Council and first reading, 461; treated as public Bill, 471;
second reading, 471; remaining stages,
474.
Lottery, State-Establishment to assist hospitals, 657, 1708.-Personal explanation
re press statement, 2256.
"Lotus Lodge," Rosebud. (See "Aged and
Infirm Persons-Accommodation" and
"Department of Health.")
M.

MackJ Mr. R. W. (Warrnambool).
Address-in-Reply, 405.
Benefit
Associations
Act-Winding-up
orders, 975.
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bill-Statement in debate, 1208.

Mack, Mr. R. W.-contin'l.ted..
Funeral Benefit Associations-Position of
contributors, 869.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 833.
Lands Department--Destruction of rab·
bits, 1629.
Local Government (Warrnambool) Bill,
472.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2507.
Prices Branch-Staff employed, 2394.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 832, 1216.
Railway Department-Staff shortage, 405;
long-service leave provisions, 406.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Provision
of loan funds, 797, 798, 799.
State Accident Insurance Office--Motor
vehicle insurance business, 705 .
Maintenance (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1288; second
reading, 1399; debate adjourned, 1404.
Malt.by, Sir Thomas (Barwon).
Address-in-Reply, 404.
Aged Persons-Home at Geelong, 404.
Education Department-Country needs,
2588.
Estimates-Annual, 558, 585.
Fisheries and Game Department-Confiscation of firearms, 2588.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Amendment) Bill.
475.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial> Bill,
1303.
Geelong Old Folk's Home, 585.
Geelong
Waterworks
and
Sewerage
(Amendment) Bill, 2529.
Geelong Waterworks and Sewerage Trust
-vVater supply, 404.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2052.
Literature - Objectionable publications,
2587.
Motor Vehicles-Ban on motor horns, 558.
Point of Order-Suspension of Standing
Orders, 172l.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2509.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 83.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct, 2770.
State Electricity Commission-Country
services, 2589.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Geelong sewerage services, 404;
South Barwon river improvement trust,
2758.
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Maltby, Sir Thomas-continued.
Statute Law Revision Bill, 402.
Supply, 2587.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2722.
accommodation,
Tu berculosis-Hospi tal
405.
Workers Compensation Bill, 402.
. IUargarine-Production quota for manufacture, (qnJ 1406; use in Parliament
House dining room, 1775.
Marketing of Primary Products ActConsumers' Committee: Personnel and
Reports, (qn.) 874, 891, (qn.) 976.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 81; second reading, 127, 304;
Committee, 351; remaining stages, 37l.
Materials Procurement Directorate-Production of cement and light-gauge steel,
(qns.) 80, 78l.-Price of imported
cement, (qnJ 46l.-Staff and office
accommodation, (qn.) 2394. (See also
.. Building
Directorate,"
" Building
Operations and Building Materials
Control Bill," " Cement" and" Imported
Materials Loan and Application (Amendment) Bill.")
McDonald, Mr. J. G. B. (Shepparton).
Absence of the Clerk, 2794.
Aged Persons-Aceommodation, 708.
Agriculture Department-Budget statement, 1364.
Appropriation Bill, 599.
Australian Loan Council-Loan allocations to Victoria, 2254.
Basic Wage and Working Week-Action
by employers' organizations, 827.
Betting-Departmental report on winningbets tax, 283; off-the-course betting,
540.
Budget, 1353.
Bush Fire Damage--Budget statement,
1364; assessment of losses, 1495.
Bush
Nursing
Hospitals-Government
grant, 1362.
Business of the House-Order of business,
550, 1894, 2565, 2566, 2771.
Children's
Welfare
Department-Increased payments to foster parents,
1360, 2570; incarceration of two children
in gaol, 1818, 1819.

McDonald, Mr. J. G. B.-continued.
Close of Sessional Period, 599.
Commonwealth Pay-roll Tax, 2570.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 702.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1461.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2625.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Interest
rates, 1126; Budget statement, 1366.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 1512, 1555.
Crown Employees-Long-service leave,
460.
Deaf Persons-Government provision for
oral education, 1360.
Deaths-Mr. T. P. Corrigan, M.L.A., 614,
616; the Hon. Sir Harry Lawson, 753,
756.
Debate-Withdrawal of words objected to,
787, 2734.
Decentralization-New cities in country
areas, 184; Budget statement, 1366;
national defence preparations, 2394.
Distinguished Visitors-The Right Hon.
R. K. Law, the Right Hon. D. R. Grenfell, and Mr. Joseph Grimond, 461.
Education
Department-Cost-of-living
adjustments,
642,
2570;
additional
expenditure, 805; Budget statement,
1359; Dandenong West State School,
1960; transport of country pupils, 2570;
endowments and grants, 2570; Government expenditure, 2600.
Estimates-Supplementary, 762, 804.
Explosion at Town Hall Hotel, Melbourne
-Compensation for damage, 760.
Financial Agreement-Loan money for
State works, 1127.
Firewood-Increased costs, 805.
Flood Damage-Financial assistance by
Commonwealth Government, 782; Budget statement, 1364.
Forests Commission-Additional expenditure, 805; Budget statement, 1365; production of sawmilling timbers, 2570.
Funeral Benefit Associations, 1496.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Household
gas meters, 1494; purchase of equipment, 2170, 2395, 2473; imposition of
service charge, 2394.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1244, 1307.
Geelong Old Folk's Home-Government
financial assistance, 1209.
Government Departments-Allotment of
State-owned motor cars, 759.
Government Funds-Adjournment motion,
625, 628.
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McDonald, Mr. J. G. B.-continued."
Government Printer-Increased costs, 805.
Health, Department of-Budget statement, 136l.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Increased maintenance costs of hospitals,
804; distribution of moneys allocated,
1024; Budget statement, 1363.
Housing Commission-Budget statement,
1366; case of ejected family, 2392; purchase of homes by tenants, 2535.
Housing (Commonwealth and State Agreement) Act, 46l.
Income Tax-Restoration of State's taxing rights: Budget statement, 1368.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
81, 294.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 148.
King George VI.-Death of, 610.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 1855, 1857.
Labour Party-Country Party Agreement,
1934, 2766, 2767.
Land Holdings, 911.
Land Tax-Assessment of Caulfield property, 828; valuation of East Malvern
properties, 1406.
Land Tax Bill, 2200.
Leader of the Opposition, 1022, 2756, 2757.
Loan Funds-Allocations to Departments,
185, 2162; expenditure on new works,
1126, 2162; Budget statement, 1367;
commitments, 2162.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 353, 354.
Melbourne and MetropOlitan Tramways
Board-Statutory payments to Consolidated Revenue, 1357.
Mental Hygiene Branch-Expenditure,
805, 806, 260l.
Miners'
Phthisis
Allowances-Budget
statement, 1361; payments, 2570.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Bill, 1867.
Mines Department-Budget statement,
1367.
Ministerial Statements - Government's
legislative proposals, 762; financial position of State, 762.
North-West MaBee Settlement Areas Bill,
2565.
Ownership of Land, 911.
Parliament-Resumption of session, 703.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2395, 2476.
Penal Department-Increased expenditure, 804.

McDonald," Mr. J. G. B.-continued.
Personal Explanations-Press statement,
757; statements in affidavits, 2172;
Royal Commission on Allegations of
Improper Conduct, 2765; newspaper
report of debate, 2794.
Points of Order-Discussing matter sub
judice, 1807, 1808; the Speaker's call,
1900; statements in debate, 1906, 1933,
2797; citing documents not before the
House, 2268, 2269, 2271; direct pecuniary
interest of member in question before
the House, 2273.
Police Department-Increased expenditure, 805.
Political Situation, 1021, 2730, 2731, 2734,
2735, 2736, 2742, 2743, 2864.
Ports and Harbors Branch-Dredging
operations, 805.
Position of the Government, 1021.
Privilege--Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2183, 2184, 2260, 2285,
2286, 2288; submission that Speaker
should leave the Chair during debate
of motion, 2259; proposed Committee of
Privilege, 2347, 2352.
Public Education-Financial assistance
for non-Government schools, 760.
Public Service-Long-service leave, 33, 185.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill-Discharge of Order of the Day for second
reading, 1375, 1376.
Public Works-New projects, 1180; financial commitments, 1180.
Public
Works
Department-Increased
expenditure, 805.
Queen Elizabeth n.-Accession, 613.
Railway Accident and Fire Insurance
Fund-Geelong goods shed fire, 804.
Railway Department-Deficit, 804, 1359;
increased costs, 804; Budget statement,
1357.
Red Cross Blood Transfusion ServiceBudget statement, 1362.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2595,
2602, 2766, 2767.
Retired Public Servants-Superannuation
and cost-of-living adjustments, 1351.
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill, 81, 104.
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill (No.2),
2395.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Notice of motion, 2354,
2355; attendance of members of Assembly and officers of Parliament, 2396,
2399, 2402; jurisdiction of Commission,
2765, 2767.

McDonald, Mr. J. G. B.-continued.
Rural Finance Corporation-Single-unit
farms, 1553; advances to settlers, 1553;
loans, 1798, 2340.
Soil
Conservation
Authority-Budget
statement, 1365; expenditure, 2570.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Provision
of loan funds, 787, 789; Budget statement, 1365.
State Coal Mine-Deficit, 1359.
State Instrumentalities-Purchase of properties, 541; accommodation of occupants of such properties, 541; dismissal
and engagement of employees, 826; employees engaged on capital works, 1022;
retirement of senior officers, 1288.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Additional expenditure, 806; Budget statement, 1365.
State Savings Bank-Employment of surplus funds, 780.
State Savings Bank (Commissioners) Bill,
80, 81.
Supply, 640, 1372, 2568, 2595; action of
Legislative Council on Supply Bill, 2795.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 2355, 2356.
Totalizator Receipts, 1356.
Trusteel Corporation of Australia and New
Zealand Pty. Ltd.-Directors and shareholders, 2475; contracts, 2475.
University of Melbourne-Government
grant, 1360.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Budget
statement, 1364.
Want of Confidence-In McDonald Ministry, 1894, 1901; in Hollway Ministry,
2790, 2794.
Water Bill, 1567, 1570, 1571, 1572.

McDonald, Mr. W. J. F. (Dundas).
Country Roads (Amendment> Bill, 1157.
Country Roads Board-Provision of funds,
667, 668; roads to Kiewa and Eildon
weir, 756.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1201, 1202, 1238.
Loan Funds-Allocation to municipalities,
667.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 304, 351, 353, 360, 363.
Personal
Explanation - Statement
in
debate, 670.
Point of Order-Statement in debate,
354.

McDonald, Mr. W. J. F.-continued.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Fulham
estate, 33, 59, 706; purchase of blocks
allocated, 977; properties acquired, 2162;
expenditure, 2162; case of settler in
Hamilton district, 2531.
State Electricity Commission-Purchase
of imported steel, 183; coal and
briquettes, 1028.
Supply, 667.
Transport Regulation Board-Revenue. 669.
Meat Industry.
(See" Department of
Health," "Health (Meat Supervision)
Bill," "Inland Meat Authority," and
"Primary Production.")
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
'Vorks-Rating for metropolitan projects, 589. (See also "Flood Relief"
and "Town and Country Planning.")
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works
(Borrowing Powers)
BillIntroduction and first reading, 80:
second reading, 82, 196; remaining
stages, 199.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Planning) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 2294; second reading,
2379; debate adjourned, 2385.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
BoardAdministration-Suggested suspension 01
Board and recall of former chairman
1441, 1449, 1458.-Part time member~
ship of Board, 1709.
Fares-Proposed increases, 1439, 1666,
1693, 1709.
Finance-Weekly sales of tickets, (qn.)
281.-Cost of and collections from
" honesty box·es," (qn.) 1287.-Statutory
payments, 1357, 1637, 1692, 1708.-·
Losses on operations, 1449, 1458.-Cost
of overseas trip for recruitment of staff,
1841. (See also " Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways (Fire Brigades Payments) Bill").
Hostels-Use of "Canterbury Mansions,"
(qn.) 542.-Disposal, 1440, 1450, 1457.Hostel facilities, (qn.) 1553.-Suggested
use for housing of aged people, 1664.
Services-Conveyance of prams, 861, 1209,
1210.-West Coburg line extension, 955.
-Heidelberg services, 1677.-Prosecution of drivers of Bourke-street buses,
1842.
Staff-Employment of migrants, (qn.)
1553, 1840.
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jUelbourne a.nd Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill-Appropriation resolution, 1377; introduction
and first reading, 1377; second reading,
1512, 2019; Committee, 2039; remaining
stages, 2044.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill-Introduction and first reading, 187; second reading, 400, 467; remaining stages, 47l.
Melbourne Harbor Trust-Siting of oil
berths, 9837; proposed investigation,
984.-Harbor fees, 1638.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill-Received
from Council and' first reading, 133;
second reading, 187, 282; 'remaining
stages, 29l.
Members-Departmental expenditUI:e on
communications, 237, 242.
(See also
./ Parliamentary Contributory Retirement Fund Bill.")
Membel's, New-Introduced and sworn: Mr.
S. T. Corrigan, 614; Mr. H. R. Petty,
1893.
Mental HygieneAdministration and Finance-Improvement in amenities, 594.-Financial provisions, 805, 806, 1361.-Survey of existing services, 1361.
Mentally

Retarded

Children-Assistance

by associations, 936.
Pati'ents--Allowance for home treatment,
586.-Insulin shock treatment, (qnJ 974,
1015.
Staff-Case of Nurse R. Meaney, 420, 422,
929, 1677.
Merrifield, Mr. Samuel (Moonee Ponds).
Basic Wage-Increases, 1762.
Benefit Associations Act-Funeral benefit
associations, 987, 1436, 1504; adjournment motion, 1407, 1408, 1411.
Budget, 176l.
Building Materials-Cement and light
gauge steel, 80.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control Bill, 2728.
Education Department-Expenditure on
gardens and playing fields, 2758.
Essendon Land (Amendment) Bill, 2687.
Estimates-Annual, 556.-Supplementary,
987.
Flood Damage-Chelsea-Carrum area,
989, 990.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionGrants to metropolitan hospitals, 2254.

Merrifield, Mr. Samuel-continued.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 1597.
Land Surveyors Bill, 1042, 2385,2386, 2387.
Land Tax Bill, 2204.
Licensing Act-Reports of Licences Reduction Board, 2563.
Loan
Funds-Interest
rates,
1761;
allocation to Departments, 1764.
Local Government Act-Subdivisions, 990.
Local Government Bill, 1266, 1396.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Town planning, 988, 990.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Planning) Bill, 2385.
Motor Car (Amendment) Bill, 1837.
Penal Department-Conditions in penal
establishments, 556; report of InspectorGeneral of Prisons, 988, 1763; prison
reform, 1763 .
Points of Order-Relevancy of amendment, 1254; subject matter claimed to be
sub judice, 1408.

Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2432.
Privilege-Complaint:
Allegations
ot
improper conduct, 2289.
Public Accounts Committee-Reconstitution, 176l.
State Electricity Commission-Finance
and accounts, 911; Kiewa hydroelectric scheme, 912; financial result of
operations, 1126.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2095, 2101.
Supply, 1436.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2722.
Town and Country Planning Act-Payment of compensation, 989.
Workers Compensation Bill, 43.
l\letropolitan Fair Rents Board-Request
for files, (qnJ 756.-Determination of
rents, (qn.) 756.-Applications for variation of rents, (qn.) 977.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board-Number
of fires attended, (qnJ 1630. (See also
"Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways (Fire Brigades Payments) Bill.")
Milk-Supervision of bottling for domestic
supply, 240, 243.-Sale in bottles at milk
bars, 849.-Declaration of Ballarat as
milk pasteurization area, 925.-Disposal
of adulterated milk, 1677.-Milk licences
for shops, 2056, 2059. (See also II Education
Department - Free
Milk
Scheme.")
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Mines (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 802; second reading, 874,
1187; remaining stages, 1196.
.
Mines Department-Development of mineral
resources, 1367.-Disused mine shafts,
1367.-Research into properties of
brown coal, 1367.
1\liners' Phthisis-Allowance to sufferers,
642, 1374.-Budgetary increase, 1361.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances) Bill
-Introduction and first reading, 1867;
second reading, 2019, 2693; third reading, 2695.
Ministerial Statement--Government's legislative proposals: Financial position of
State, 762.
Ministry-Notice of motion of want of confidence in McDonald Ministry, 1893;
motion moved, 1894; debated, 1900;
negatived, 1960.-Council's amendment
to motion for second reading of Supply
Bill, 2730; discussion of motion. for
adjournment of Assembly, 2730-2738.Request to Governor by Mr. McDonald
(Premier and Treasurer) for dissolution
of Assembly, 2742.-Personal explanation by member re press statement, 2742.
-Governor's refusal to dissolve Assembly and decision to commission Mr.
Hollway (Ballarat) to form a Government, 2743.-Personnel of Hollway
Ministry announced, 2756.-N otice of
motion of want of confidence in Hollway Ministry, 2790; motion moved, 2794;
debated, 2797; motion for closure of debate agreed to, 2863; want-of-confidence
motion agreed to, 2863; consequential
advice to Governor, 2864.-Assembly
dissolved, 2864.
Mitchell, Mr. T. W. (Benambra).
Adoption of Children (Amendment) Bill,
1554, 1820, 1826.
Bristo Plastics-Investigation of affairs,
760.
Building Workers' Industrial Union-Issue
of notices, 63, 459.
Charitable Trusts Bill, 35.
Children's Welfare Department-Incarceration of two children in gaol, 1813.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 803, 812,
814, 816, 1124, 1125, 1126, 1528.
Crown Proceedings Bill-Report of Statute
Law Revision Committee, 2440.

Mitchell, Mr. T. W.-continued.
Evidence Bill, 803, 820, 1122, 1123.
Girl Guides Association Bill, 2294, 2373.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 803, 816, 1148,
1152, 1154.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 58, 141,
i46, 149.
Landlord
and Tenant Act-Eviction
orders, 873; hotels and milk bars, 1632.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, 419, 464.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill (No.2),
803, 822.
Law Department-Reporting of court proceedings, 33; garnishee orders, 1243.
Local Government Bill, 1271.
Maintenance (Amendment) Bill, 1288,
1399, 1404.
Metropolitan Fair Rents Board-Request
for files, 756; determination of rents,
756; applications for variations of rents,
977.

Public Trustee (Common Fund) Bill,
2565, 2684.
Solicitor-General Bill, 35, 231, 236.
Statute Law Revision Bill, 35, 140, 141, 402.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Reports
presented: Charitable Trusts Bill, 400;
Motor Car Bill, 467; Crown Proceedings
Bill, 761; Transfer of Land Bill, 1949,
1353; Evidence Bill, 1407; supplementary
report on Transfer of Land Bill, 1949,
2340.-Appointment of Mr. Leckie, 1182.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 2355, 2403,.
2405.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill, 804, 823.
Titles Office-Registration of transfers of
titles, 871.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2712.
Trustee Bill, 2476, 2688, 2689.
Wrongs (Contributory Negligence) Bill,
58, 194, 195.
Morton, Mr. Earnest (Ripon).
Aborigines-Privileges of citizenship, 2210.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 1888.
Country Fire Authority Bill, 230l.
Country Roads Board-8taweli Timber
Industries Pty. Ltd., 851.
Decentralization, 553.
Education Department-Repairs to Barkly
State SchOOl, 494;
accommodation
at Stawell and Ararat schools, 849, 1405;
teachers' residences, 850.
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Morton, Mr. Earnest-continued.
Estimates-Annual, 553, 568, 572, 597.Supplementary Estimates for 1951-52,
849.
Funeral Benefit Associations, 1511.
Housing Commission-Tenders for houses
at Natimuk, 1844.
Local Government Bill, 1390.
Members of Parliament-Railway passes.
568.
Penal Department-Langi Kal Kal training centre, 2254, 2303, 2858.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2508.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 93.
Railway Department-Adelaide-Melbourne
service, 34, 60; transport of wool, 597.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2607.
2857.
Skipton Bush Nursing Hospital·-Financial position, 1454, 1460.
Stawell Police Youth Club, 572.
Supply, 1454, 2607.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2720.
Transport Regulation Board-Fees for
special permits, 779.
•
Unemployment, 1455, 1456.
Want of Confidence in Hollway Ministry,
2857.
Water Bill, 1579.
Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill, 297.
Moss, Mr. G. C. (Murray Valley).
Barley Marketing (Amendment) Bill,
2294, 2370.
Butter-Production,
consumption, and
export, 1407.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 762, 806, 1130.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardRegulations, 761; administration costs,
licences, and payment of levies, 2059 ;
advertising, 2564.
Government Cool Stores-Extensions, 779.
Margarine-Production quota for manufacture, 1406.
Marketing of Primary Products ActConsumers' committees, 874; personnel
and administrative costs of Boards, 976.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 81, 127, 130, 351, 356, 363,
366, 369, 370.
Mines (Amendment) Bill, 802, 874.
Onions-Yields, prices, and sales, 1630.
Points of Order-Statements in debate,
346, 361
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Moss, Mr. G. C.-continued.
Potato Marketing Board-Shipment to
New Zealand, 1126; production and
marketing, 1843, 2340; disposal of crop,
1844, 2340.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1244, 1382, 1528.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 81, 212, 215.

Motions for the AdjoUl'nment of the House .
to enable honorable members to discuss
public questions-Government funds,
616.-Soldier Settlement Commission,
783.-Benefit Associations Act, 1407;
motion ruled out of order, 1409.Children's Welfare Department: Incarceration of two children in gaol, 1799.
..:..-Kyneton District Hospital: Investigation of allegations, 1845.-Petroleum
products: Regulation of prices, 2060.
Motor Cal' Act-Licence for incapacitated
ex-serviceman at Bacchus Marsh, 557,
560.-Gazettal of new regulations, 908.
-Location of switch for tail lights, 908.
-Regulation of timber jinkers, 908.Compulsory dimming of headlights,
955.-Basis of determination of registration fees, 980.-Receipts from transfer
fees, 1634.-Convictions for offences,
(qnJ 2758.
i\lotor Car (Amendment) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 1288; second reading,
1377, 1834; remaining stages, 1840.
Motor Ca.r Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 36; second reading, 51, 479;
remaining stages, 482; Council's amendment, 599.
Motor Car Insurance-Policy of companies
on renewals, 1160, 2210, 2212.
(See
also" Price Control-Motor Car Insurance Rates" and "State Motor Car
Insurance Om'ce.")
Motor
Car
Registration-Affixing
of
stickers, 856.-Registration of imported
cars, (qnJ 873.
(See also "Police
Department - Motor
Registration

Branch.")
Motor Cars, Government--Use of Stateowned cars, 660, 695, 706.-Proposed
special identification mark, 695, 706.Allotment and charges, (qn.) 758. (See
also "State Electricity Commission-

Motor Vehicles.")
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Motor Omnibus Services (Metropolitan)Buses in Swanston-street, Melbourne,
409, 41l.-Furnishing of accounts by
proprietors, 685.-Installation of ticket
selling machines, 685.-Fare increases,
686, 693, 1454.·-Services in Elsternwick
district, 701.~helter for passengers at
Heidelberg, 904.-Sectional fares, 938.Arrangement of routes, 938.-Breaches
of ticket issuing regulations, (qn.) 1406.
-Charter rights for proprietors of
feeder services, 1454.
Municipalities-Ex gratia payments for
street construction charges attaching to
Government premises,
(qn.)
458.Finance of road maintenance works,
584, 667, 2841.-Allocation of loan funds,
668.-Purchase of equipment out of
revenue, 669, 670.-Maintenance of
Chandler Highway, 852, 903, 904,·905,
931, 959, 1319, 1320.-Permits for housing in flood areas, 925, 926.-Subdivision
of undrained areas, 990.-Subsidy for
diphtheria and whooping cough immunization,
1362.-Establishment of
central land valuing authority, 1427.Reconstitution of Municipal Endowment
Fund, 1441, 1678, (qn.) 2059.
(See
also
" Education
Department-Libraries," "Local Government Bill,"
"Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill," II Local Government (Warrnambool) Bill," "State Electricity Commis. sion-Charges," and "Traffic Regulation.")

Mutton, Mr. Charles (Coburg).
Betting-" Off-the-course" betting, 540.
Education Department-Case of Mr. R. D.
Goodman, 1243.
Housing Commission-Sale of "dwelling
shops," 80; new type of building contract, 281; reports to Parliament, 461.
Housing
(Commonwealth
and
State
Agreement) Act, 461.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
294.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 99.
Road Accidents-Preventive measures in
Melbourne streets, 1287.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Purchase
of properties, 1024; applications and
settlements, 1024.
Superannuation-Cost-of-living allowance,
62.

N.
Norman, Mr. L. G. (Glen Iris).

Address-in-Reply, 412.
Appropriation Bill, 599.
Auditor-General-Audit charges, 1649.
Bank Credits, 1646.
Brown Coal-Production costs, 645.
Budget, 1643.
Business of the House-Order of business,
545, 547, 2775.
Cement-Allocation of Victorian and Tasmanian production, 461; price of imported cement, 461.
Close of Sessional Period, 600.
Coal Mine Vvorkers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 1128.
Commonwealth-State Financial Relationships, 838.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 1879.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 815, 816.
Deaths-Mr. T. P. Corrigan, M.L.A., 614;
the Hon. Sir Harry Lawson, 754.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected
to, 1909.
Distinguish~d Visitors-The Right Hon.
R. K. Law, the Right Hon. D. K. Grenfell, and Mr. Joseph Grimond, 461.
Estimates-Supplementary, 834.
.
Funeral Benefit Associations, 1503.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Price increases, 644, 1648.
Government Buildings-Insurance, 1649.
Government Funds-Adjournment motion,
616, 617, 622, 627, 628.
Housing
Commission - Prefabricated
dwellings, 412; loan allocation, 413.
King George VI.-Death of, 611.
Land Tax Bill, 2202.
Leader of the Opposition, 1022, 2756.
Leave of Absence-Mr. T. P. Corrigan,
418; Mr. Oldham, 1495.
Liberal and Country Party...:...Parliamentary leadership, 458.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 419.
Loan Funds, 644, 646, 1650.
Local Government (Imported Houses) Bill,
200, 210.
Ministerial Statements - Government's
legislative proposals, 770.-Financial
position of the State, 770.
Parliament-Recess period, 648; resumption of session, 703.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2628.
Personal
Explanations-Statements in
affidavits, 2170; press statement, 2742.
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Norman, Mr. L. G.-contin'ued.
Points of Order-Member discussing sub ..
ject ruled out of order, 114; statements
in debate, 118, 583, 2763; objecting to
proposal that "Premier's statement be
printed," 774; citing documents not
before the House, 2272; question of
breach of privilege not being submitted
at first opportunity, 2346; scope of de~
bate on motion fixing time for meeting
of House, 2733.
Political Situation, 2733, 2738.
Price Control, 1649.
Privilege-Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2185, 2186, 2187, 2275,
2284; proposed Committee of Privilege,
2346.
Public Accounts Committee-Reconstitution, 1649.
Public Service Bill, 2049.
Public Trustee Office-Increased costs,
1649.
Queen Elizabeth n.-Accession, 613.
Railway Department-Deficit, 648, 834,
836, 1648; accounting system, 834; subsid ies, 835; interest charges, 1648.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 108.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 1912,
1913, 2577, 2808.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of mem~
bers of Assembly and officers of Parlia ..
ment, 2402; jurisdiction of Commission,
2759.
State Electricity Commission-Equipment.
645; use of official cars, 646.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2084.
State Motor Car Insurance OfficeCharges, 1649.
State Savings Bank-Interest charges,
413.
Supply, 2576; action of Legislative Council
on Supply Bill, 2808.
Unemployment, 1645.
Uniform Taxation-Test of validity, 647;
reimbursements, 836, 1644; restoration
of State's income taxing rights, 837,
1644, 1647.
Want of Confidence-In McDonald Ministry, 1912; in Hallway Ministry, 2806.
North-West Mallee Settlement Areas Act,
(See" Lands Department.")
North-West Mallee Settlement Areas BillIntroduction and first reading, 2564.
Nurses.
(See
Hospitals-Nurses.")
II
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O.
O'Carroll, Mr. J. P. (Clifton Hill).
Aged Persons-Accommodation, 2790.
Bread-making Industry-Deliveries, 825.
Budget, 1676.
Building Directorate-Permits for buildings other than dwellings, 32.
Chandler Highway-Maintenance, 931.
Dairying Industry-Training facilities, 59.
Education Department-Training in rural
school management, 827; lack of ,school
buildings, 932, 1676; Merri State School,
932; student teachers' bonds, 932; education loans, 1676; Heidelberg needs, 1677;
prefabricated
school
units,
2474;
.. accelerated" promotion of secondary
school teachers, 2474.
Estimates-Supplementary Estimates for
1951-52, 929.
Footscray District Hospital-Expenditure,
1796.
Hairdressers Registration (Amendment)
Bill, 2047.
Hospitals-Building permits, 33.
Land Holdings-Form of ownership, 780,
911.
Law Department-Penalties imposed by
courts, 237.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 491.
Local Government Bill, 1387.
Local Government (Imported Houses) Bill,
207.
Literature-Objectionable
publications,
2580.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board at
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 199.
Mental Hygiene Branch-Case of Miss R.
Meaney, 420, 929, 1677.
Milk Board-Adulteration of milk, 1677.
Municipal Endowment Fund-Restoration,
1441, 1678.
Parliament House-Filling of bay in
Queen's Hall, 1843.
Price Control-Easter eggs, 680; fruit,
&c., 680.
Radio Broadcast-" The Strangler," 1603.
Railway Department-Accommodation for
prams on Eltham line, 780,827,932,1677;
cost of pre-cut houses, 1211; hostels,
1211.
Retired State Servants-Pensions and
basic-wage increases, 1060.
Stage Presentation-" Folies Bergere,"
1207.
Supply, 680, 1441, 2580.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2193.
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O'Carroll, Mr. J. P .-continued.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2718.
Oldham, Mr. T. D. (Malvern)
Aged and Infirm Persons-University survey, 994.
Commonwealth Free Medicine SchemeReimbursement of chemists, 825.
Commonwealth Payroll Tax, 653, 656.
Communism, 994, 995.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 815.
Dentists' Charges, 1662.
Estimates-Supplementary Estimates for
1951-52, 993.
Flooding of Gardiner's Creek, 963.
Housing Commission-Sale of "dwelling
shops:" Ministerial reply to question,
150.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
211, 293, 294.
Land Tax Act-Valuation of East Malvern
properties, 1406.
Liberal and Country Party-Parliamentary leadership, 458.
Loan Council-State allocations, 655.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 129, 130.
Petroleum Products-Price control, 2069.
Points of Order-Reference to former
Minister as being "irresponsible and
stupid," 80; use of expression" notorious
member," 333.
Solicitor-General Bill, 217, 231, 233.
Supply, 652.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 2692.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill, 824.
Uniform Taxation, 652, 654, 999.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 215, 216.
Olympic Games of 1956-Preparations for
accommodation, 866.-Review of licensing laws, (qn.) 1095.
Onions-Yields, prices, and sales, (qn.) 1630.
Opposition, Leader of the. (See" Legislative Assembly-Leader of the Opposi-

tion.")

P.
Parliament-State opening, 3.-Close of a
sessional period, 599; duration of recess,
648, 681, 699.-Resumption of the session, 703. (See also" Legislative Assembly," " Legislative Council" and " Ministry.")

Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2395; appropriation resolution, 2476;
second reading, 2476, 2626; remaining
stages, 2629.
Parliament House-Retirement of Engineer,
704.-Retirement of Clerk, Hansard
staff, 761.-Cost of alterations, 940.Use of margarine in members' dining
room, 1775.-Filling of bay in Queen's
Hall, 1843.-Press representatives: Interviews with Ministers and members,
2257.
Penal DepartmentAdministration-Overseas visit by Inspector-General of Penal Establishments,
417, 557, 559; report on investigations,
988, 1674, 1763.
Finance-Supplementary Estimates, 805.

Langi Kal Kal Training Oentre-Committals to and attempted escapes, (qn.)
2254, 2303, 2304, 2858.
Pentridge-Women's section, 557, 559,
1674.-Incarceration of girls, 1683, 1763;
subject debated on motion for adjournment of House, 1799.

Reformatory

Treatment-Improvements

in system, 414, 417.-Building project at
French Island, 415, 417, 556.
Petitions-From parents of children attending Ringwood State School re the provision of proper sanitation and adequate
buildings, 637.-From certain property
owners re amendment of Landlord and
Tenant Acts, 1182.
Petrol.
(See" Price Control-Petrol,"
and "Taxation-Petrol Tax.")
Pettiona, Mr. R. F. (Prahran).
Aged Persons-Accommodation, 706; hostels, 1179, 1664; statistics, 1180.
Budget, 1662.
Education Department-Maintenance ot
school buildings, 1663.
Estimates, 554.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Household gas
meters, 1494.
Girl Guides Association Bill, 2526.
Housing Commission-Slum reclamation,
1664.
Law Department-Garnishee orders, 1243.
Local Government Bill, 1318.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Hostels, 1457.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board-Num·
ber of fires attended, 1630.
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Pettiona, Mr. R. F.-continued.
Motor Car Insurance-Attitude of companies, 2210.
Nurses' Board-Male nurses, 1458.
Political Situation, 2734.
Prices
Branch-Administration,
1662;·
dentists' charges, 1662.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of members of Assembly and officers of Parliament, 2400, 2401, 2402.
Supply, 1457.
Unemployment, 1664.
Workers Compensation Act-Industrial
diseases, 554; accident rate, 554.
Police DepartmentAdministration-Complaint of treatment

of Mr. C. Willman, 892, 963.-Identification badge for plainclothes police,
935.-Powers of Chief Commissioner of
Police, 944.-Radio broadcast .. The
Strangler," 1603.-Number of murders
committed, (qn.) 2563.
Finance-Supplementary Estimates, 805.
Motor Registration Branch-Issue of
licence to incapacitated ex-serviceman,
944. (See also "Motor Car Registration.")
Police Oollege-Use of "Sutton Grange,"
Mornington as training college, 558, 560,
2211, 2212.
PoUce Stations-Conditions at Noble Park,
558, 560; at Mentone, 587; at Elsternwick, 1665; at Heathcote, 2531, 2535.
Staff-Recruitment and discipline, (qn.)
782, 892.-Court attendances in traffic
cases, 855, 909.-Issue of summonses in
traffic cases, 856.-Service of distress
warrants, 2123, 2124.
Folice OOences (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1211; objec,tion to second reading "later this day,"
1212; Order of House rescinded, 1221;
second reading, 1221, 2408; Committee,
2436; ·progress reported, 2436.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1867; second reading, 2014, 2488; Committee, 2514;
remaining stages, 2525.
roliomyelitis After-care. (See" Australian
Red Cross Society.")
Political Situation. (See" Ministry.")
Poor Persons Legal Assistance Act-Legal
assistance from Public Solicitor, 934.

Port Melbourne, Representation of-Death
of Mr. T. P. Corrigan announced, 614;
election of Mr. S. T. Corrigan in place
of Mr. T. P. Corrigan, announced, 614;
Mr. S. T. Corrigan introduced and
sworn, 614.
Potato Marketing Board-Administration
and marketing arrangements, 591, 593.
-Estimated yield and potato prices,
891, 1773, (qn,) 2340.-Shipment to New
Zealand, (qn.) 1126.-Production and
marketing, (qn.) 1843.-Disposal of crop,
(qn,) 1843.
Price ControlAdministration-Staff

employed,

(qnJ

2394.
Boardinghouses and Apartment Houses-

Prosecutions for overcharging, (qn,) 460.
(See" Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese) Bill.")
Cartons-Increased prices for raw materials, 416.
Chocolates-Price of Easter eggs, 680.
Cost Surveys-Publication of results, 1773.
Dental Charges-Investigation, 1662.
Footwear-Retail prices of shoes, 959,
1161, 1162.
Fruit-Prices, 680.
Funeral Costs-Regulation of
prices,
(qn.) 2474.
Importations-Luxury items, 1755.
Motor Car Insurance Rates-Re-control
of comprehensive lpolicy premiums, 565.
Motor Tires-Reduction of price, (qn,)
2009.
Newspapers-Increase of price of Sun
News-Pictorial, (qn.) 1127.
Oil and Fuel Supplies-Increased cost ot
diesel
oil,
652.-Investigatlon
of
accounts of major companies (qn.) 2060.
petrol-Sales by "one brand" garages,
927.--Suggested Royal Commission into
operations of petrol companies, 927.Price: Sales policy, (qn,) 1095.-Pro'posed price increase, 1662, (qn.) 2060.Differential prices, (qn.) 2256.
petroleum Products-Regulation of prices
(subject discussed on motion for adjournment of House), 2060.
Rents. (See" Hent Control.")
Vegetables-Investigation
into
prices
charged, 593, 680.
Butter and Cheese.

Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese) Bill
--'Introduction and first reading, 802;
second reading, 828, 1212, 1224; remaining stages, 1227.

((4)

IWDEX.

l'rimary Production-Labour shortage, 38.
-Conditions to attract young workers,
414.--Increasing food supplies, 672, 687,
697, 1420.-Market garden produce, 697,
. 941.-Effect of taxation burden, 985.Development of Ovens river and King
river valleys, 1001.-Export prices of
lamb and mutton, 1209, 1210.-English
legislation, 1420.-Introduction of intensive farming policy, 1670, 1702, 1731,
1773.-Export statistics, 1729.
Printing Committee-Appointed, 40.
Privilege.
(See" Legislative AssemblyPrivilege.")

Public Accounts Committee-Reconstitution
to examine departmental expenditure,
940, 1649, 1735, 1742, 1760, 1761.
Public and Bank Holidays Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2293; second
reading, 2358; debate adjourned, 2359.
Publications-Importation of undesirable
literature, 1660, 2580, 2586, 2587.
Public Library, National Gallery, and
Museums-Fire
prevention
syste~
(qn.> 1351.
Public Service-Long-service leave, (qns.)
33, 460.-Ex gratia payments to former
women public servants, (qnJ 185.-Pensions and basic wage increases for
superannuated publk servants, 572, 574,
691, 849, (qn.) 1351.
Public Service (Amendment) BIll-Introduction and first reading, 803; Bill withdrawn, 1375.
Public Service Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 1244; second reading, 1263,
2047; remaining stages, 2050.
Trustee-Increased
P'ublic
expenditure,
1649.
Fublic Trustee (Common Fund) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2565;
second reading, 2684; debate adjourned,
2685.
Public Works Department-Contracts for
capital goods, (qn.) 459.-Financial provision, 805.-Tapering off of building
programme, 986.-Grants for swimming
pools, (qnJ 1678.
(See also "Loan
Programme.")
Public Works Lonn Application BillRestoration under temporary Standing
Order 2640, 36; advanced to second
reading, 36; second-reading debaJte, 82,
104; remaining stages, 108; appropfiiation resolution agreed t.o, 40; clerical
error corrected, 553.

Public
Works
Programme-Newspaper
article by Sir Frederic Eggleston, 991.
-Financial .commitments on new projects, (qn,) 1180.
(See also "Loan
Programme.")
R.

Railway Department-Administration-Treasury recoupment for

passes to members of Parliament, 568.
Advertising Section-Activities, 920.

Lines-Services,
1001.-WangaraJtta-Whitfield line, 1001.
Oontracts-Ca:pital goods, (qn.) , 282.'Works and equipment, (qn.> 1023, (qn.>
1096, 1744.-Suburban electric train cars,
919, (qn.> 977, 2439, 2440.
Fences-Maintenance on lines, 880, 896,
953.-Replacement at Newport workshops, 1772.
Finance-Review of accountancy system,
834, 884.-Expert investigation, 835, 840.
-Effect of basic wage increases, 842,
896, 1358.-Interest charges, 915.American railroads, 921.-J3udget statements, 1353, 1355, 1357, 1637, 1665.Subsidy to reduce loan interest rate,
1357, 1648.
Fires-Preventive measures, 696, 897.
Freights and Fares-Treasury recoupment
for losses, 566, 567.-Increases in goods
rates since 1945, 887.-SUiburban fare
increases, 1158, 1161.-Incidence of increases on budgetary position, 1358,
1637, 1653, 1772.
Fuel-Increased cost of coal and fuel oil,
642, 652, 804, 841, 1358.-':Future supplies,
1638.
Glenroy Railway Yard-Reconstruction
'plans, (qn.) 2563.
Branch

Government

Tourist

Bureau-Meeting

overseas vessels, (qn.> 185.-Closing of
Brisbane branch, 240, 243.
Heidelberg-Eltham Line-Transfer of ter-

minal station to Greensborough, 596.Accommodation for prams, (qns'> 780,
827, 932, 1677.
Housing-Prefabricated houses in metropolitan area. 690.-Temporary homes in
Geelong West, 979.-Cost of pre-cut
houses at Fairfield, (qn.> 1211.-Batchlng camps at Bendigo, (qn.> 1243.Hostels for migrant employees at
Geelong, 1673.
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Railway Department-continued.
Land Acquisition-Si1tes for pre-cut homes
at Dandenong, 846, (qnJ 873, 910, (qn,)
911, 961.
LeveZ Crossings-Installation of safety
devices, 854.-Proposed Select Committee re accidents, (qn.) 873.-Fatality at
Boronia, 888.-Elevation of lines to
abolish crossings, 896, 921.-Speedreducing devices for road users, 898.Abolition of crossing at Clifton Hill, 903,
904.
Loading Facilities-Provision of new siding at Winchelsea, 1772.
Locomotives-Importation, (qns.) 79, 184,
917, 1744.-Use in Victoria and sales to
South Australia, (qnJ 542.-Spark
arresters, 696.-Purchases under contract, 886.-Introduction of dieselelectric locomotives, 919, 1724; trial run,
945.-Repairs at Newport workshops,
958.
Newport Workshops-Production of equipment, 917.-War-time activ'ities, 920, 954.
-Training of tradesmen, 954,-Construction of rolling stock, 1000.
Railway Renewals and Replacements Fund

-Statutory payment, 1358.
Sandringham-Black Rock Street Railway

-Condition of track, 948, 952.
Services-Trains
and
passengers
on
Adelaide-Melbourne service, (qn.) 34,
60,62, 567.-Improvements to Port Fairy
line, 596.-Restoration of country and
suburban services, 868, 871, 916.-Use of
new diesel-electric locomotives, 887.Overcrowding on suburban services, 948,
952.-Travelling facilities on Essendon
line, 955.-Speed of stock trains, 958.Rail communication between Geelong
and Queenscliff, 1675, 1725.-MelhourneSt. Kilda servlice, 2209, 2212. (See also
Railway Department-Branch Lines.")
II

Staff-Long-service leave regulations, 405;
eligiJbility, 406; leave conditions in
Traffic Branch, 597.-0vertime for
gangers on maintenance works, 986.Concessional fares, (qnJ 1023.-Hostels
for migrants at Fairfield, (qn.) 1211.Preference to migrants over Australian
workers, 1673.-Dismissal of employees,
2533, 2535.
TalZarook Station and Shunting Yards-

Supply of electric current, (qnJ 540.
11173/52.-3

Rail way Departmen t-conthtued.
Trucks-Return from South Australia,
(qnJ 542.-Construction in departmental
workshops, 886.-Use of hopper trucks
for transportation of briquettes, 1666.
Way and Works Branch--Financial provision for maintenance works, 1358.
Wool--Complaint re delivery delays, 597,
598.
Railway Loan Application Bill-Restoration
under temporary Standing Order 264n,
35; advanced to second reading, 35;
second-reading debate, 108; Committee,
115, 130; rema1ining stages, 133.
Randles, Mr. P. J. (Brunswick).
Address-in-Reply, 410.
Budget, 1668.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Interest
rates, 1126, 1447; repayments, 1448.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 1883.
Estimates, 564, 581.
Factories and Shops Act-Industrial conditions, 678.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionBuilding programme, 1554.
Housing-Gov·ernment loans, 677.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2502.
2518.
Primary Industries-Increased production,
1670.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of members
of Assembly and officers of Parliament,
2401.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Approved
settlers, 1671.
State Savings Bank-Interest charges, 410,
581, 583; financing of homes, 582, 677.
Supply, 676, 1447.
Unemployment, 1669.
Victorian School for Deaf ChildrenOvercrowding, 564.
Red Cross. (See" Australian Red Cross
Society." )
Redistribution of Assembly
II Electoral.")

Seats.

Regional Planning-Reports of
Planning Committees, 1366.

(See

Regional
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Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
802; second reading, 808, 1033; Committee, 1113; remaining stages, 1121;
Council's amendment, 1224.
Reid, l}Ir. G. O. (Box Hill).
Benefit Associations Act-Reports of investigations, 975, 1013.
Boy Scouts Association-Grant, 1713.
Bristo Plastics--Investigation of affairs,
704, 760.
Budget, 1710.
Business of the House-Order of business,
542, 543.
Children's Welfare Act-Proposed amendments, i71o.
Education Department-Lack of school
accommodation, 588, 1002; Ringwood
mUlti-purpose school, 588, 758, 1712;
petition re Ringwood State School, 637;
administration, 678; school sanitary conditions, 679, 680; teacher's residence,
679; proposed inquiry, 680; sites for
schools at Blackburn and Mont Albert
North, 758.
Estimates-Annual, 588, 593; Supplementary, 1002.
Funeral Benefit Associations-Contributors, 12.06; public inquiry, 1206, 1508.
Funeral Contracts with State-Agreements with undertakers, 976, 1003.
Girl Guides Association-Grant, 1713.
Girls Guides Association Bill, 2527.
Health, Department of-Soap preparations, 459; stock slaughtering methods,
593.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
292.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1134.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 145, 149.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, 464.
Licensing Court-Judgment re application
for grocer's licence, 1632, 1711; local
option polls, 1711.
l\letropolitan Fair Rents Board-Request
for files, 756; determination of rents,
756; applications for variation of rents,
977.
Motor Car (Amendment) Bill, 1836.
Motor Car Bill, 481.
Petition-Praying for the provision of
proper sanitation and adequate buildings
at the Ringwood State School, 637.
Price Control-Boardinghouses and apartment houses, 460.

Reid, Mr. G. O.-continu,ed.
Public Education-Financial assistance for
non-Government schools, 760.
Rent Control-Fair Rents Board, 704.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Jurisdiction of Commission, 2767, 2768.
Supply, 679.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill, 1241.
'Rent Control-Increased cost of administration, 685. - Recommendations of
chairman of Metropolitan Fair Rents
Board, 704.-Proposed rent increases,
1662. (See also" Landlord and Tenant
Act" and "Metropolitan Fair Rents
Board.")
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill (No. 1)Introduction and first reading, 81;
second reading, 104, 199; remaining
stages, 200.
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill (No. 2)Introduction and first reading, 2395;
second reading, 2436; debate adjourned,
2436.
Reynolds, Mr. E. R. T. (Toorak).
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 815.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 58, 142,
147, 149.
Wrongs (Contributory Negligence) Bill,
189, 193, 194.
River Improvement Trusts. (See" State'
Rivers and Water Supply Commission-

River Imp7'ovement Tru,sts.")
Road Accidents-Suggested committee ,of
inquiry, 700.-Education of motorists,
854.-Collisions involving motor cars,
(qn.) 914.-Hospital beds for accident
cases, (qn.) 914.-Conditions on Geelong
road, 982.-Lectures to school children
on road safety principles, 982, 1672.-Preventive measures in Melbourne
streets, (qn.) 1287.-8tatistical data on
incidence of road casualties, 1672.Restriction of maximum speeds of motor
cycles, (qn.) 2169. (See also .. Railway
Department-Level Crossings.")
Royal Commission on Alleged Improper
Conduct. (See" Legislative Assembly

-Royal Com,m'ission.")
Royal Visit, 37, 38.
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Rural Finance Corporation-Advancer to
soldier settlers on single-unit farms,
(qn.) 1553.-Loans for primary production and secondary industry in rural
areas, (qn.) 1798; loans granted from
1950-1952, (qn.) 2340.

J{uthven, Mr. William (Preston).

Leave of Absence for Mr. T. P. Corrigan,
418.
Rylah, Mr. A. G. (Kew).

Business of the House-Order of business,
543.
Chandler Highway-Maintenance, 852,
1319.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 814, 815,
1123, 1124.
Crown
Proceedings
Bill-Report
of
Statute Law Revision Committee, 2439.
Estimates-Annual, 565, 566; Supplementary, 852.
Evidence Bill, 1123, 1870.
Firearms Bill, 483, 484.
Hotel Accommodation-Survey, 782, 856,
1024.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1139.
Law Department-Conduct of criminal
prosecutions, 565.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 489.
Local Government Bill, 1275.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 367.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Sales of 3d. and 4d. tickets, 281.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2030.
Motor Car Bill, 482.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2430.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2518.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 106.
Railway Department--Order for " N "
class locomotives, 184, 542; trucks from
South Australia, 542; administration,
566; Melbourne-Adelaide express service, 567; level crossings, 854.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 119.
Road Accidents-Fatalities, 853; police
control of motorists, 854.
Solicitor-General Bill, 228.
Statute Law Revision Bill, 137, 140, 141.
Workers Compensation Bill, 41, 46, 47,
49, 50.

s.
Scully, Mr. ll'. R. (Richmond).
Basic Wage and Working Week-Actron
by employers' organizations, 827, 890.
Benefit Associations Act-Application of
provisions, 975; funeral benefit associations, 1095, 1431, 1435, 1496; adjournment motion, 1412.
Budget, 1718, 1725, 1726.
Building Directorate-Permits for industrial and commercial purposes, 32, 241,
281, 541; Brylaw Motors Pty. Ltd., 541;
administration, 578.
Building Workers' Industrial Union-Issue
of notices, 60, 459.
Business of the House-Order of business,
2786.
Decentralization of Industries-National
defence preparations, 2394.
Education Department-Distribution to
schools of the brochure, "The ParHa..
ment of Victoria and Parliament
House," 185.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardAdvertising, 2564; forms and expenditure, 2564.
Estimates-Annual, 578; Supplementary.
890.
Financial Agreement-Loan money for
State works, 1127.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Price increases, 1731; interest payments and
dividend commitments, 1732; imposition
of service charge, 2394.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionHospital administrators, 495, 2791; distribution of moneys allocated, 1024;
Commission members, 1631; importation of prefabricated buildings, 2684.
Housing-Activities
of
Constructional
Engineering Products Pty. Ltd., 420.
Housing Commission-Slum abolition, 687;
1013; demolition and repair ordets, 1094,
1127.
Immigration-Deportation of prohibited
persons, 1179; selection of immigrants,
1731.
Imported Motor Cars-Registrations; 873~
Kyneton District Hospital-Production of
departmental file, 1718, 1720; investigation of allegations, 1725, 1726.. 18591.Landlord
and
Tenant Act-Eviction
orders, 873, 893.
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Scully, Mr. F. R.-continued.
Licensing Act-Accommodation at Town
Hall Hotel, Melbourne, 977; Licences'
Reduction Board, 1845; hotels and
population, 1845; metropolitan licensing
districts, 2007.
Liquor Trade-Activities of brewing company, 160l.
Loan Funds-Expenditure on new works,
1126.
Marketing of Primary Products ActConsumers' comm~ttees, 874, 891; potato
yields, 892; personnel and administrative
costs of Boards, 976.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Accommodation at "Canterbury
Mansions," 542.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2036.
Motor Car Act-Convictions for offences,
2758.
Motor Cars, Imported, 873.
Motor Omnibus Services-Fare increases,
685; ticket selling machines, 685; production of balance sheets, 686.
Oil and Fuel Supplies-Commonwealth
Royal Commission, 2060; operations 0"::
companies, 2060.
Olympic Games 1956-Review of licensing
laws, 1095.
Petrol-Price, 1095, 2074.
Police Department-Recruitment and discipline, 782, 892; case of Mr. C. Willman,
892, 963.
Potato Marketing Board-Yields, 892;
stocks, 2340; distribution and price,
2340.
Price Control-Price of Su,n News-Pictorial, 1127; petroleum products, 2074.
Primary Industries-Increased production, 687, 1730; decline in exports, 1729.
Public Hospitals-Training of nurses, 1179,
1554; shortage of beds, 1554.
Public Works-New projects, 1180; financial commitments, 1180.
Railway Department-Dismissal of employees, 2533.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats-1957,
1959, 2612; Labour party-Country party
agreement, 1958; Labour party-Hollway
group agreement, 2612.
Rural Finance Corporation-Loans granted, 2340.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2117.

Scully, Mr. F. R.-·continued.
State Instrumentalities-Purchase of properties, and accommodation of occupants, 541; retirement of senior officers,
1288.
Sunday Entertainments, 1429.
Supply, 685, 1428, 1435, 2612.
Totalizator (Amendment> Bill, 2196.
Trusteel Corporation of Australia and
New. Zealand Pty. Ltd.-Directors and
shareholders. 2475; contracts, 2475.
Unemployment, 1430, 1727, 1729, 1730.
Want of Confidence in McDonald Ministry,
1957.
Shepherd, Mr. A. E. (Sunshine).

Budget, 1738.
Commonwealth Pay-roll Tax, 1746.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemni,ties) Bill, 1871, 1890,
1891.
EstimateS-Annual, 594; Supplementary,
915.
Government Tourist Bureau-Closing of
Brisbane branch, 240.
Housing-Production of materials, 1740;
lack of amenities, 1741.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 1596, 2437.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1229.
Local Government Bill, 1279, 1392.
Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill, 203.
Melbourne and MetropolHan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2031.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill, 470.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill, 289.
Motor Car Insurance, 1<160.
Nurses Board-Training of nurses, 594.
Point of Order-Discussion of proposed
legislat,ion, 556.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2504.
Primary Industries-Produdion, 1746;
workers' ·conditions, 1747.
Privilege-Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2289.
Public Accounts Committee-Reconstitution, 1742.
Railway Department-Restoration of services, 868; financial situation, 915; workshops, 916; locomotives, 916, 918, 1744;
report of Mr. John Elliot, 920; level
cr·ossings, 921; suburhan fare increases,
1158; deficit, 1743; equipment contracts,
1744; suburban train cars, 2439.
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Shepherd. Mr. A. E.-continued.

Soldier Settlement Commission--continued.

Railway Loan Application Bill, 121.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2090.
Statute Law ReVtision Bill, 141.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2696.
Unemployment, 1739, 1746.
Uniform Taxation-Reimbursement formula, 1747.
Weights and Measures (Amendment) Bill,
1182, 1187, 1196.

Shops and FactOl'ies Act-Temperatures in
offices and factories, 678.
Slum Abolition (See" Housing Commission
-Slum Abolition.")

:vIr. tT. H. (Goulburn).
Eildon-Establishment of hospital, 705.
Housing Commission-Purchase of homes
by tenants, 1211.
Police Department-Station residence at
Heathcote, 2531.
Railway Departmen t -Ta Harook station
and shunting yards, 540.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Eradication of rabbits, 1628.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commis·
sian-Allocation of loan funds for Eildon
weir project, 872; houses for employees,
872.
Water Bill, 1579.

~mith,

Ballan Settlement-Ministel'lial inspection,

585.
by settlers,
(qnsJ 977, 2162.-Case of Moorabool
applicant, 286l.
Chald01~ Meade Estate-Conference on
road access, 694.
Finance-Ministerial statement re loan
funds, 766; proportion allocated (debate
on motion f.or adjournment of House),
783, 1639.~Government provision, 1365.
-Expenditure from loan funds, (qn.)
1629, 1685.-Advances for purchase of
single-unit 'farms, 1686.
(See also
"Rural Finance Cor.poration.")
F'ltlham Estate-Tenders for sale, (qnJ
33, 59, 63.-Case of Mr. Lynd-Stevenson,
706, 708.
Heytesbury F01'est Area-Settle:ment project, 1686, 1774.
N errin N errin District-Settlement costs,
758.
Properties-Purchases, applications for,
and settlements, (qnsJ 1024, 2162.Payments to settlers for vermin eradication, (qnJ 1628.
Woodho't(,se Estate-Provision of fa,cilities,
408.
Blocks Allocated-Purchase

Solicitor-General Bill-Restoration under
temporary Standing Order 2640, 35;
second reading, 35, 217; Committee, 231;
remaining stages, 236.

Speal{er, The (Sir Archie Michaelis)Rulings and Statements ofSnowy MCluntains lIydro·Electric Authority
-Commonwealth
expenditure
from
revenue, 164.0.
SQap Preparations.
Health.")

(See" Department

or

Social Services--Comparison of per capita
expenditure of States, 655.
Social Services, Commonwealth-Doctors'
insurance plan, 844.
Soil Conservation Authority-Financial provisions, 642, 1365.-Disposition of staff,
(qnJ 873.-Soil conservation work, 924.
Soldier Settlement CommissionAdministration-Trading activities, 694,
705.-Payments to Consolidated Revenue,
(qnJ 757.-Eviction of settler in Hamilton district, 2531, 2535.

Absence of the Clerk, 2794.
Address-in-Reply-Provision of copi'€s of
Governor's Speech, 4; presentation of
Address-in-Reply, 418, 539.
Adjournment Motions under Standing
Order 8a-Notifying the Speaker of text
of motion, 1409, 1412; subject ma,tter of
motion sub judice, 1409; question of extending time allotted for debate, 1865.
Amendments-Amending CouncU amendment, 483; procedure regarding foreshadowed amendment, 1040, 1059; relevancy of amendments, 1059, 1251, 1252,
1253, 1254, 1255; suspension of Standing
Orders to permit ·consideration of motion
of instruction to Committee, 1123;
framing amendment within scope of
subject matter of Bill, 1251; amendment

bo)
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The Speaker-continued.
to conform with rules of House, 2286;
vague terms of proposed amendment,
2288.
Auditor-General's Report, 542.
Benefit Associations Act-Subject matter
sub judice, 1409, 1496.
Chairmen .of Committees-Temporary, 34,
1288.
Children's Welfar,e Department-Cases
sub judice, 1807, 1808, 1809, 1816, 1817,
1818.
Cl.ose of Sessional Period, 602.
Commissi.on to Swear Members, 611.
County Court (Amendment) Bill-Relevancy of proposed instruction to Committee, 1123; suspension of Standing
Orders to permit c.onsideration .of instruction to Committee, 1123.
Death of King George VI. and Accession
of Queen Elizabeth H.-Acceptance by
the Queen of record .of parliamentary
proceedings, 1351.
Deaths-Mr. T. P. Corrigan, M.L.A., 615;
the Hon. Sir Harry Lawson, 755, 825.
Debate-Reflecting upon
decision of
House, 43, 707; Minister describing as
., irresponsible and stupid" press statement of former Minister, 80; referring
to matters .outside ambit of Bill, 108,
114, 115; discussing measure not before
the House, 543, 545; member saying
., that is a lie," 622, 2840; the Speaker's
call, 630, 631, 1900, 2354, 2761, 2765;
discussing matters sub judice, 1409, 1434,
1496, 1807, 1808, 1809, 1816, 1817, 1818,
1843, 2390; limiting debate on motion
for adjournment at close of sitting,
1601, 1961; deleting "unfortunately"
from motion, 1804; naming member for
disregarding authority of the Chair,
1819; member say.ing that Minister was
•• deliberately lying," 1860; members
using the expression "deliberate lie,"
1909; withdrawal of statement objected
to, 1933; member interjecting when not
in his usual place, 1954; member reflecting upon the Chair, 2266; time for
giving notice of motion, 2354; procedure f.or reference of Bill to a Select
Committee, 2687; scope of remarks of
mover of motion fixing time for meeting
of House, 2733, 2735, 2736; Minister
using .offensiv;e words against Legislative Council, 2734; limitation of debate

The Speaker-continued.
on motion re order of business to reasons for or against postponement of
items, 2773; saying "they have deliberately lied," 2778; using the expression "because of the lies you told,"
2802; referring to member by other
than his electoral district, 2803; member saying "you should not tell lies,"
2833; member reflecting upon judiciary,
2842.
Disallowance of Member's Vote-Question
of pecuniary interest, 2272; substantive
motion after di;ision, 2273.
Documents-Citing documents not before
the House, 2264, 2273; dO'cument qu.oted
from treated as the property of the
House, ?735.
Funeral Benefit Ass.ociati.ons-Ruling by
Chairman of C.ommittees, 1433; restatement .of ruling limiting discussion
to matters not sub judice, 1434.
Hansard-Retirement of clerk, 761.-Revision of proofs, 2351.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries BillSecond reading m.otion and third reading motion carried by absolute majority
of the House, 294.
Leave .of Absenoe-F.or Mr. T. P. Corrigan, 418; for Mr. T. D. Oldham, 1495.
Legislative Assembly-The first Mace, 761.
Local Government Bill-Inadmissibility of
foreshad.owed amendment extending
aduJt franchlse to municipal electi.ons,
1251, 1252, 1253, 1254, 1255.
Members-Observing silence when Speaker
rises, 295.
Ministerial Statement-Statement m'ade
"by leave," 770.
New Members.-Mr. S. T. Corrigan, 614;
Mr. H. R. Petty, 1893.
Parliament House.-Retirement of engineer, 704; filling .of bay in Queen's
Hall, 1843; rights of press representatives, 2257.
Personal Explanations-Scope, 547; prohibition of debate, 1411; statements in
affidavits, 2172.
Privilege-C.omplaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2182; submissi.on of
prima facie case, 2183, 2341, 2344, 2398,
2399; debate of motion to take precedence .of all other business, 2186; submission that Speaker should leave the
Chair during debate of motion, 2258,
2259; necessity for substantive m.oti.on,
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The Speaker-continued.
2341; motion to establish. Committee
of Privilege of same substance as question resolved earlier in session, 2344,
2354.
Public Works Loan Application BillCorrection of clerical error, 553.
Questions-Questions without notice, vide
Standing Order No. 79A, 2256.
Resignation-Mr. E. R. T. Reynolds,
M.L.A., 1094.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of members of Assembly and officers of Parliament, 2400, 2401, 2402, 2403; jurisdiction
of Commission, 2770.
State Electricity Commission.-Case sub
judwe, 1843.

Supply, Committee of-Refusal of leave
to move motion for House to go into
Committee of Supply, 638; motion declared urgent, 638, 639; proposed motion
of disagreement with ruling, 639.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill-Second reading and third reading
carried by absolute majority of the
House, 1242.
'Standing Orders Committee-Appointed, 40.
State Accident Insurance Office-Premium
rebates, 945.
State Coal Mine-Annual loss, 1353, 1359.Work on Kirrak Area pit, (qn.) 1554.
State Electricity CommissionAdministration-Liability to municipal
rating, (qnJ 79.-Inquiry into operations of Commission, 901.-Issue of electrical mechanics' permits, (qns.) 2008,
2253.-Acquisition of undertakings, (qn.)
2253.
Bendigo Branch-Appointment of traffic
inspector, (qn.) 2169.
Briquettes-Factories in Latrobe valley,
683.-Supplies for domestic purposes,
700, 860.-Stocks and sales, (qnJ1028.
Buildings--Construction of amenities block
at Fisherman's Bend, 645, 659.-Use of
"Read's Buildings," Prahran, (qn.)
1029.
Charges-Control of retaIl prices charged
by municipalities, 900, 906.-Rural subsidy, 90l.-Incidence of increases, 1015,
1602, 1603.-Increases to offset provincial tramway losses, 1692.

State Electricity Commission-continued.
Coal-Stocks and sales, (qnJ 1028.
Electrical Approvals Board-Cost

and
activities, (qnJ 1028. (See also .. State
Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill.")
Equipment-Disposal of surplus, 645, 658,
1842.-Provision for depreciation, (qnJ
911.-Servicing outside Victoria, (qnJ
1405.-Supply of timber poles, (qnJ
1406, 1442, 1760.-Sale of tractors and
cranes, (qnJ 2008.
Finance-Interest rate on loan, 648.Comparative costs of producing power,
660.-Interest debited to capital and
profit and loss accounts, (qn.) 911.Financial result of operations, (qnJ
1126.-'Finan'cial posi·tion, 1640, 1679,
1734.-Return of loan money, 1706. (S~~
also .. State Electricity Commission
(Borrowing) Bill.")
Kiewa Hydro-Electric Scheme-Loan expenditure, (qn.) 872 ...,-Availability of
water, (qn.) 912.
.
Materials---lPurchase of imported steel,
(qnJ 183.-Contracts for capital goods,
(qnJ 184.
Motor Vehwles-Servicing of private
vehicles, 646.-Use of official cars, 652,
706.-Purchases during financial year,
(qnJ 1029.
Staff-Dismissal and engagement of employees, (qn.) 826.-Servicing of electrical appliances, (qn.) 914.-Inspectorial staff, (qn.) 1028.
Supplies-Power for farms, 39.-Increased
demands, 650.-Interest on advances by
consumers, (qnJ 760.-Allocation of
cost of service connections, (qn.) 1028.
-Provision in rural areas, (qn.) 2253.
-Reticulation in new areas, (qnJ 2253.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
1244; second reading, 1261, 1415; Commit1ee, 1418, 1528; remaining stages,
1531.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill-Appropriation resolution, 1632; introduction and first reading, 1632;
second reading, 1831, 2077; remaining
stages, 2123.
State Forests Loan Application Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2293; second
reading, 2375; debate adjourned, 2379.

INDBX.

State Instrumentalities-Dismissal and engagement of employees, (qn.) 826.Purchase of buildings, (qn.) 914.-Employees engaged on capital works, (qnJ
1022.-Retirement of senior officers,
(qn.) 1288.-Financing of developmental
works, 1648.-Issue of press statements
by departmental heads, 1734.
State Motor Car Insurance Office-Motor
vehicle business, 705.-Premium rates
and income,
(qn.>
757.-Increased
charges, 1649.
State Rivers
mission-

and

Water

Supply

Com-

Administration and Finance-Priority of

works, 671.-Financial provision, 806,
1365.
Barwon

Heads-Levee

bank:

Financial

aid, (qn.) 2758.
Oarrum-Report of Public Works Com-

mittee on drainage project, 590; implementation of report, 925, 990.Flooding ip Chelsea-Carrum area, 923,
925, 926, 949, 958, 989.-Public meeting
at Bonbeach, 1060.
Cobbledick's Ford--Public Works Committee recommendation, 591, 942.
Conservation-Gippsland West requirements, 37:-Irrigation supplies at Werribee, Bacchus Marsh, and Keilor, 590,
697.
Contracts----Overseas

supplies of capital

goods, (qnJ 541.
Dandenong Floods-Inundation of Dande-

nong township, 961.
Eildon Weir-Allocation of loan funds:

Houses for employees, (qn.) 872, 1442.
-Contract with Utah Construction
Company of America, 940.
Goulburn Weir-Waranga Basin Channe"t-

Contracts, (qn.) 976.
House Connections-Activities in Geelong,

404.
of Tallangatta
township,. (qnJ 33.-Staff and employees engaged on raising weir, (qnJ
1128.

Hume

MafJra

Weir-Transfer

Siphon

and

Aqueduct-Repair

costs, 806.
River Improvement Trusts----Constitution,

(qn.> 780.-Local action to prevent
flooding, 871.-Formatlon of trust for
Barwon river, 881, 922, (qn.> 2758.Latrobe River Improvement Trust, 883.

State Rivers and Water Supply Commissioncontinued.

-Survey of Victorian rivers and
streams, 922, 926, 1008:-Snagging and
clearing of streams, 957.--Snowy river
flood damage, 1008.
Rocklands Dam-Progress of work, 941.
Staff-Dismissal and engagement of employees, (qnJ 826.
Torrumbarry Irrigation System-Payment

of drainage rates, 957.
Irrigation
Distric.t-Supply
difficulties, 941.-Inspection by Minister
of Water Supply, 946.

Werribee

State Savings Bank-Disclosure of information, 410, 581.-Interest rates on mortgage loans, 410, 413, 581, 677.-Applications for home building loans, 582, 677.
-Classification of depositors' balances,
677.-Investigation of activities, 678.Employment of surplus funds, (qnJ 780.
State Savings Bank (Commissioners) llillIntroduction and first reading, 80;
second reading, 81; debate adjourned,
82.
Statute Law Revision Bill-Restoration
under temporary Standing Order 2640,
35; second reading, 35, 137; Committee,
140; remaining stages, 141; Council's
amendment, 402.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Assembly
members apPOinted, 40, 1182.-Reports
presented: Charitable Trusts Bill, 400;
Motor Car Bill, 467; Crown Proceedings
Bill, 761, 2439; Transfer of Land Bill
1949, 1353; Transfer of Land Bill-re
freehold titles to flats, 2340.-Reference
to Committee of Ev.idence Bill, 1123;
report presented, 1407.-Reference to
Committee of Adoption of Children
(Amendment> Bill, 1826; of Trustee
Bill, 2689.
Steel-Importations of light-ga'.lge steel,
(qn.> 80. (See also "State Electricity
Commission.-Materials.")

Stoneham, Mr. C. P. (Midlands).
Bush Fires-Assessment of losses, 1494.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 1129.
Country Fire Authority-Grass fire risk,
460, 2620; Toolern Vale Rural Fire
Brigade, 2619.
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Stoneham, Mr. C. P.-continued.
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2298.
Decentralization-New cities in country
areas, 184; industries established and
terminated, 1631; development of country industries, 2618.
Local Government Bill, 1296.
Motor Car (Amendment> Bill, 1834.
Railway Department-Accidents at level
crossings, 873.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 113, 115.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2617.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2112.
Supply, 2617.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2707.
Water Bill, 1577. .
SUI)erannuution, State-Effect on Commonwealth Social Services payments, 578;
comparison
with
private
business
schemes, 578.-Cost-of-living adjustment, 1060, 1666, 1737.
(See also
.. Education Department-Superannua·
tion" and .. Public Service.")
Supply, Committee of-Appointed, 40.Motion that House resolve itself into
Committee of Supply, 638; motion declared urgent, 638; agreed to, 639.Votes on Account, 640, 1372, 1418, 1435,
2568.-Motion for reduction of vote by
£1, 2575; debated, 2576; negatived, 2624.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill-Appropria'tion resolution, 2355; introduction and
first reading, 2356; personal explanation, 2358; second reading, 2403, 2691;
remaining stages, 2692.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
804; second reading, 823, 1240; second
and third readings carried by absolute
majority, 1242.
Sutton, Mr. P. K. (Albert Park).
Aged and Infirm Persons-Provision of
meals, 862.
Budget, 1658.
Children's Cinema Council of Victoria,
1661.
Education Department-Visual educational facilIties, 562; school libraries,
562; financial assistance to scholars, 562;
William Angliss Food Trades Schoo],
563; subsidies, 665; improvements re-

Sutton, Mr. P. K.-continued.
quired, 864; shortage of teachers, 864;
.. Education Week," 865; technological
and technical education, 866; Budget
statement, 1658.
Estimates-Annual, 562; Supplementary,
862.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2050.
Institute of Technology-Proposed establishment, 666.
Kindergartens-Lack of trained personnel,
563.
Licensing Fund-Increased percentage
fee, 1659.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 487.
Literature-Objectionable
publications,
1660.
Loca-l Governmen t Bill, 1384.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2419.
Railway Department-Melbourne-St. Kilda
service, 2209.
Supply, 665.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1200.

Swimming Pools.
partment.")

(See" Public Works De-

T.
TaxatioJlTax-Departmental report on .
winning bets tax, (qnJ 282.-Public
reacti~n to imposition, 1707, 1735.

Betting

Commonwealth Pay-Roll Tax AssesS"ment
Act-Objection to payments, 566, 653,

953.-Revenue increase, 1746.
Profits Tax-Need for implementation, 1755.
Land Tax-Assessment of property at
Caulfield, (qnJ 828.-Valuation of East
Malvern properties, (qnJ 1406, 1427.Suggested improvements tax, 1656.
Petrol Tax-'Refunds to States, 839.Constitutional difficulty re restoration
of State rights, 1657.
Uniform Income Taxation.
(See" Uniform Taxation.")

Excess

Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 803; second
reading, 867, 1200; Committee, 1201;
remaining stages, 1201.
Theatrical Pel'formances-Presentation
"Folies Bergere" in Victoria, 1207.

of
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The Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill
-Introduction and first reading, 1353;
second reading, 1413; debate adjourned,
1415.
Titles Office-Delays in
t·ransfers, 870, 871.

registration

of

Tobacco-Country supplies, 560, 561. (See
also "Agricultural, Dairy and Research
Colleges.")
'l'oorak, Representation of-Resignation of
Mr. E. R. T. Reynolds, Q.C., M.L.A.,
announced, 1094; election of Mr.
H. R. Petty in place of Mr. Reynolds announced, 1893; Mr. Petty introduced
and sworn, 1893.
Totalizator Act-Disbursement of receipts,
1356.-Increased deductions on turnover,
1687, 1692, 1706.-Use of totalizator by
country racing clubs, 1707.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill-ResolutIOn
re deductions as commission, agreed
,to, 2010; introduction of Bill and first
reading, 2010; second reading, 2010,
2173, 2189; remaining stages, 2198.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
2293; appropriation resolution, 2355;
second reading, 2359, 2695; debate adjourned, 2725.
Tourist Resorts-Development, 39.

Tovell, Brigadier R. W.--continued.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardPress statement, 949; price reduction,
950.
Estimates-Supplementary, 949.
Housing Commission-Purchase of homes
by tenants, 2534.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, 466.
Lands (Charitable Trusts> Bill (No.2),
823, 1053.
Land Surveyors Bill, 1048.
Mental Hygiene Braneh-Transpo,rt of
sub-normal children to training centres,
951.
Metropoli tan Transport-Discontinuance
of bus services, 409.
Point of Order-Member discussing mat·ter
sub judice, 1816.

Public Works Loan Application Bill, 96.
Railway Department-Metropolitan street
railways, 952; overcrowding at peak
periods, 952; maintenance of dividing
fences, 953; destruction of vermin and
noxious weeds, 953; working eXlpenses,
953.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 133.
Supply, 673.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 868.
1200.
Titles Office-Registration of transfers of
titles, 870.
Wheat Industry Stabilization <Amendment) Bill, 215, 217.

Tovell, Brigadier R. W. (Brighton).
Address-In-Reply, 409.
Agent-General-Newspaper report, 673.
AgrIculture
Department-Milk
shop
licences, 2056.
Budget, 1689.
Business of the House-Order of business,
549.
Children's Welfare Department-Payments to foster parents, 950.
Commonwealth Pay-roll Tax, 953.
Education Department-Lack of classroom accommodation, 674, 1689, 1691;
school leaving age, 674, 1691; Hampton
High School, 675; transport of scholars,
675; teachers' accommodation, 675; subsidies, 676; student teachers' bonds, 951;
education loans, 1690; school population,
1690; shortage of teachers, 1691; expenditure on gardens and playing fields,
2758.

Towers, Mr. W. J. (Collingwood).
Benefit Associations Act-Activities of
funeral benefit societies, 960.
Building Directorate-Use of imported
materials, 579.
Chandler Highway-Maintenance, 959.
Estimates-Annual, 579, 594; Supplemen,tary, 958.
Flood Damage-Chelsea-Carrum area, 958.
Housing Commission-Provision of homes
for families, 461, 580; slum abolition,
959.
Local Government Bill, 1295.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Prosecution of bus drivers, 1842.
Municipal Endowment Fund, 2059.
Price Control, 959.
State Coal Mine--.Kirrak area pit, 1554.
St. Vincent's Hospital-New casualty and
out-patients' block, 540, 594.
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Town and Country Planning-Government
grant .fo Board, 589.-Report by Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works re green belt, 988. (See also
"Melbourne and Metropolian Board at
Works (Planning) Bill.")
Town Hall Hotel, Melbourne-Compensation for damage caused by gas explosion,
(qn.) 760.
Traffic Regulation-Delivery of goods in
city area, 409.-Congestion in city
streets, 411.-Powers of parking attendants, 412.-" Owner-onus" liability,
412, 856.-Speed limit in built-up areas,
554, 697.-Regulation of use of motor
horns, 558, 560.-Metropolitan problems:
Bridges over Yarra river, 590.-Speed
governors on motor cycles, 893.-Traffic
problems of the inner metropolitan area,
898.-By-pass in St. Kilda-road, 898.Police warning to offending motorists,
909.-Parking of semi-trailers along
highways, 1002.-Parking facilities for
medical profession, 1428.-Identification
disc for doctors' cars, 1429. (See also
.. Road Accidents.")

Turnbull, Mr. K. H.-continued.
Budget, 1767.
Country Roads Board-Land acquisition,
986; maintenance of roads, 1768.
Crown Employees-Long-service leave,
460.
Education Department-Unused school
buildings, 985; lack of school accommodation, 1767; education loans, 1767.
Estimates-Supplementary, 984.
Eucalyptus Industry, 1767.
Government Cool Stores-Extensions, 779,
985.
Horse
Racing-Off-the-course
betting,
1769.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 335, 360.
Meat Industry-Export prices, 1209.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2504.
Public Works Department-Building activities, 986.
Railway Department-Refreshment services, 986; track maintenance, 986.
State Rivers and W'ater Supply Commission - Goulburn weir-Waranga basin
channel, 976 .
Uniform Taxation, 987.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1527.
Water Bill, 1582, 1589.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 295.
I

Transfer of Land Bill. (See" Statute Law
Revision Committee.")
Transport Act-Activities of Co-ordinator
of Transport, (qn.) 974, 1012, 1671.Trans-Otway bus service, 1012.-Prohibition of long distance haulage by
road operators, 1672.
Transport Regulation Board-Revenue from
fees, 669, (qnJ 779.-Proposed diversion of surplus to Country Roads Board,
1769.
Trustee Rill-Introduction and first reading, 2476; second reading, 2688; referred
to Statute Law Revision Committee,
2689.
Trusteel Corporation of Australia and New
Zealaml Proprietary Limited-Directors
and shareholders: Contracts, (qn.) 2475.
-Agreements with hospital committees,
(qn.) 2476.
(See also "HospitalsBuildings.")

Trusts, Charitable. (See" Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bills Nos. 1 and 2.")
Tuberculosis--Facilities for treatment, 405.
Turnbull, Mr. K. H. (Korong).
Agriculture Department-Decline in primary production, 985.

Tyack, Mr. Leslie (Hawthorn).
Address-in-Reply, 410.
Estimates-Annual, 583; Supplementa,ry,
928.
Explosion at Town Hall Hotel, Melbourne
-Compensation for damage, 760.
Government Printing Office-Expenditure,
583.
Local Government Bill, 1255.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Administration, 1449; hostels,
1450.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2022.
Metropolitan Transport-Traffic congestion, 411.
Public Debt, 928.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 94.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 1944,
1945.
Rural Finance Corporation-Adv·ances to
purchase single-unit farms, 1553.

INDEX.

Tyack, Mr. Leslie-continued.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill, 1417.
State Motor Car Insurance Office-Premium rates and premium income, 757.
State Savings Bank-Administration, 410;
employment of surplus funds, 780.
Supply, 1449.
Want of
Confidence
in
McDonald
Ministry, 1944.
Woorayl (Unimproved Rating Poll) Bill,
210.

u.
Unemployment-Effect of Commonwealth
Government's anti-inflationary policy,
997, 1419, 1421, 1430, 1455, 1645, 1669,
1703, 1727, 1739, 1751, 1757, 1758.-Conditions at Geelong, 1059.-Availability
of work on fa'rms, 1421, 1423.
Uniform Taxation-

Commonwealth Legislation-Test of validity, 647, 654, 691, 837.-Budget statement, 1369.
Reimbursements-Grants to States, 647,
653, 836, 842, 1633, 1643, 1747.-Supplementary grants, 837, 842.
State Rights-Restoration of power to
impose income tax, 837, 843, 845, 941,
993, 998, 1368, 1418, 1419, 1644,
1655, 1748.-Liberal and Country party
scheme, 8~7, 1655.
University
of
Melbourne-Government
grant, 568, 570, 1360.-Public meetings
on University premises, 568, 571.-Extensions to Engineering School, 1360.Grant for veterinary research, 1360.

v.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Control on
railway properties, 953.-Financial provision for Lands Department, 1364.Rabbit pest, 1364; research work on
myxoma virus, 1364.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification)
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
1244; second reading, 1382, 1514; Committee, 1527; third reading, 1528.
Visitors Accommodated with Chair on Floor
of House--The Right Hon. R. K. Law,
the Right Hon. D. R. Grenfell, C.B.E.,
J.P., and Mr. J. Grimond, members of
the House of Commons, 461.
Votes on Account. (See" Committees of
Supply and Ways and Means.")

W.
Water Bill-Introduction and first reading,
1288; appropriation resolution, 1377;
second reading, 1380, 1557; Committee,
1586; remaining stages, 1590; Council's
amendment, 2294.
\\-ater Supply Department. (See" State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission.")
Ways and Means-Committee appointed, 40,
640, 702, 1011, 2624.
Weights and Measures (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first reading, 802;
second reading, 1031, 1182; Committee,
1187, 1196; remaining stages, 1197.

Whately, Mr. R. K. (CamberweID.
Address-in-Reply, 413.
Aged and Infirm Persons-Accommodation, 586.
Basic Wage-Increases, 684.
Budget, 1757.
Bush Fires-Preventive measures, 897.
Communism, 896.
Education Department-Lack of school
accC'mmoda ti on, 589 ; administration,
682; provision of secondary schools,
1443.
EstimateS-Annual, 559, 570, 577, 585, 586,
589; Supplementary, 895.
Fat for Britain Appeal, 414.
Hairdressers Registration (Amendment)
Bill, 1831, 2045.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2051.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
52.
Juvenile
Deliquency-Corrective measures, 415.
Landlord
and
Tenant
Act-Eviction
orders, 895.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 491.
Loan Funds-State allocations, 682, 1759;
interest rates, 1760.
Local Government Bill, 1386.
Meat Producing Industry-Supplies for
Great Britain, 414.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
of Works-Town planning, 559, 589, 898.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill, 285.
Rarliament-Recess period, 681.
Penal Department-Reformatory problems, 414.
Personal Explanation-Statement in debate, 906.
Potato Marketing Board-Disposal of
crop, 1843.
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Whately, Mr. R. K.-continuea.
Price Control-Packaging supplies, 416.
Public Accounts Committee-Reconstitution, 1760.
Public Works Department-Cost of public
buildings, 585.
Railway Department-Level crossings,
896, 897; depreciation, 896.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 124.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2609.
Rent Control, 685.
Retired State Servants-Pensions and
basic-wage increases, 577.
Rural Industries-Employment conditions,
414.
Shops and Factories Act-Official inspections, 897.
Solicitor-General Bill, 231.
State Electricity Commission-Service
extensions, 683; servicing heavy equipment outside Victoria, 1405; supply of
timber poles, 1442, 1760.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commis ..
sion-Eildon weir extension, 1442.
Supply, 681, 1442, 2609.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2704.
Town and Country Planning BoardGovernment grant, 589.
Unemployment, 1757, 1758.
University of Melbourne-Government
grant, 570; meetings of students, 570.
Victorian Association of Day Nurseries and
Creches-Government subsidy, 898.

Wheat-Bulk storage at marginal stations,
412.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment)
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
81; second reading, 212, 294; remaining
stages, 304.
White, Mr. G. E. (Mentone).
Bread Making Industry-Deliveries, 595.
Carrum Drainage, 590.
Coal-Quality of gas-making supplies, 239.
Education Department-Admittance of
scholars to secondary schools, 421; needs
of Mentone electorate, 587, 948; school
accommodation, 948; shifts in schools,
1285; McKinnon multi-purpose school,
1351.
Estimates, 587, 590, 593, 595, 597.
Flood Damage-Chelsea-Carrum area,
949, 1060.

White, Mr. G. E.-continued.
Home Delivery of Commodities, 947.
Motor Tires, 2009.
Onion Marketing Board-Prices, 593.
Police Department-Conditions at Mentone Police Station, 587.
Price Control-Removal, 948; reduction of
price of motor tires, 2009.
Railway Department-Annual leave of
Traffic Branch officers and station masters, 597; overcrowding at peak periods,
948; Sandringham-Black Rock street
railway, 948.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commis,
sion-Carrum drainage problems, 590.

White, Mr. R. T. (Allendale).
Agriculture
Department-Addition
to
main offices, 79.
Budget, 1713.
Building Directorate-Permits for buildings other than dwellings, 32; permits
for industrial and commercial purposes,
32, 281, 541; Brylaw Motors Pty. Ltd.,
542; staff and office accommodation,
2395.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control Bill, 2625, 2689, 2725.
Cement-Local production, SO, 781, 2475;
allocation of Victorian and Tasmanian
production, 461; imported cement, 461.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill, 1029.
Country Roads Board-Roads to Kiewa
and Eildon weir, 756.
Debate-Withdrawal of statements objected to, 333, 693.
Decentralization - Country
industries
established and terminated, 1631.
Education--Commonwealth Government
scholarship scheme, 1797.
Education Department-Distribution to
schools of the brochure, .. The Parliament of Victoria and Parliament House,"
185; contracts for capital goods, 540;
Ringwood State School, 758; sites for
schools at Blackburn and Mont Albert
North, 758; training in rural school
management, 827; case of Mr. R. D.
Goodman, 1243; McKinnon multi-purpose school, 1351; prefabricated school
room units, 2474; accelerated promotion
of secondary school teachers, 2474.
Employers and Employees (Attachment
of Wages) Bill, 803, 866.
Hospitals-Building permits, 33.
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'White, Mr. R. T.-continued.
White, Mr. R. T.--continued.
Housing Commission-Sale of .. dwelling
Public Works Department--Contracts for
shops," 80; Heidelberg housing projects,
capita] goods, 459; grants for swimming
184; new type of building contract, 281;
pools, 1678.
provision 'of homes for families, 461;
Railway Department-Contract for equipreports to Parliament, 461; contracts
ment, 1096.
for capital goods, 541; purchases of land,
Road Accidents-Preventive measures in
827, 911, 1024, 1094; eviction of
Me~bourne streets, 1288.
tenants, 975; release of allotments,
State
Electricity
Commission-Kiewa
1024; demolition and repair orders,
hydro-electric scheme, 872.
1095; enforcement of repair orders,
State
Instrumentalities-Purchase
of
1127; types of homes, 1178; contract
buildings, 872, 914.
prices, 1178; cost of services, 1178; purSteel-Importation of light-gauge steel,
chase of homes by tenants, 1178, 1211;
SO, 781.
abolition of Port Melbourne and South
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2010.
Melbourne slUm areas, 1242; panel of
architects, 1494; tenders for houses at
Natimuk, 1844; financial arrangements
\Virth's Park-Use of site for cultural
with contractors, 2009.
centre, (qn.) 973.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
Wool Production-Value of exports, 1703.(Amendment> Bill, 1288, 1412, 2437.
Protection of stud flocks, 1704.
Imported Motor Cars-Registrations, 873.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation Woorayl (Unimproved Rating Poll) Billof allegations, 1713, 1862; departmental
Received from Council and first reading,
files, 1726.
133; second reading, 188, 210; remaining
Local Government Bill, 802, 1096.
stages, 211.
Local Government (Imported Houses) Bill,
Workers
Compensation-Assessmt!nt
of
58.
premium rates, 554.--Compensatable
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
diseases in industries, 554.-Power of
Egg Pulp) Bill, 331, 332, 333, 334, 352,
union officials to inspect after accidents,
353, 361, 362.
554.-Amendments of Workers CompenMaterials Procurement Directorate-Price
sation Act, 554, 559.
of imported cement, 461; staff and office
accommodation, 2395.
Workers Compensation Bill-Restoration
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
under temporary Standing Order 264n,
Works (Planning) Bill, 2294, 2379.
36; second reading, 36, 40; Committee,
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
45; third reading, 51; Council's amendBoard-Sales of 3d. and 4d. tickets, 281;
ment, 402.
accommodation at .. Canterbury ManWrongs (Contributory Negligence) Billsions," 542.
Received from Council and restored
Municipal Endowment Fund, 2059.
under temporary Standing Order 264E,
Municipalities-Government
premises;
58; second reading, 58, 189; Committee,
street construction charges, 458.
193; remaining stages, 196.
Petrol-Price, 1096.
Point of Order-Statement in debate,
Y.
1726.
Price Control-Price of Sun News-Pic- youth Centres-Grants to Ballarat, Stawell,
and Bendigo clubs, 572.
torial, 1127.
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