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ADJOURNMENT.
MEMBERS' DINING ROOM: MARGARINE.
Sir ALBERT LIND (Minister of
Lands).-I move--That the House, at its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday next at half-past Three
o'clock.

The motion was 'agreed to.
Sir ALBERT LIND (Minister
Lands) .-1 move-

of

That the House do now adjourn.

Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo).-When the
House assembled I overlooked the fact
that on that day the Leader of the
Liberal party celebrated his birthday,
which, strangely enough, coincided with
the birth of the first grand-daughter of
the Leader of the Opposition. I think
it appropriate to inform honorable members of these events.
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
-I am sure that all members offer their
congratulations to the Leader of the Opposition on the occasion of the birth of
his first grandchild.
Mr. FRASER (Grant).-1 was surprised to find tha1t earlier to-night
margarine was placed on tables
in the members' dining room in
this building. I do not know who was
responsible, but I feel that there is no
necessity for members being asked at
this stage to consume margarine. I trust
that in future butter will be supplied.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 5.26 a.m.
(Thursday) until Tuesday) September 9.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Tuesday} September 9} 1952.

The PRESIDENT (Sir Clifden Eager)
took the chair at 4.58 p.m., and read the
prayer.
CEMENT.
IMPORTATIONS: COSTS: DISTRIBUTION.
The Hon. A. M. FRASER (Melbourne
North Province) asked the Minister in
Charge of Ma terials(a) Is it a fact that 'the difference between
the landed cost price and the sale or credit
disposal price of cement delivered by the
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vessels S.S. Pakistan Prosperity in May, 1951,
S.S. Tomoe in June, 1951, and S.S. Hai
Chiao and S.S. HarpaZyc'Lts in July, 1951, is
£145,000; if not, what was the difference?
(b) What tonnage of the above shipments
-(0 was sold or disposed of to persons
firms or companies; and OJ) was supplied to
Government Departments or State instrumentalities ?
(c) In the case of (b) 0) above, what was
the loss to the Government?
(d) What is the total tonnage of cement
impO'rted by the Government to date and
what is the estimated loss on the importation?

The Hon~ I. A. SWINBURNE (Minister in Oharge of Materia1s).-The
answers are--(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Yes.
(i)

nil.

(10 12,650 tons.

Nil.

116,600 tons, approximately £814,200
(c.Lt.s.>.

MELBOURNE WEST PROVINCE.
MUNICIPAL WARD ENROLMENTS.
The Hon. A. J. BAILEY (Melbourne
West Province) asked the Minister of
Public Works(a) On what dates were the present
wards of the municipalities within the Melbourne West Province constituted, and what
is the municipal valuation of each?
(b) In
respect of the current roll
<1952-53) for each such ward how many
voters are enrolled, 'and how many are entitled to one, -two,and three votes, respectively?
(c) How
many of such voters are
nominees and not actually owners or occupiers, and how many votes are exercisable
by them?
(d) Was a revision of wards pI-an for the
City of South Melbourne submitted to the
Minister within the past five years; if so.
was it vetoed, and by whom?

The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Works) .-The -answers are-

~ublic

City of WilliamstownVictoria Ward, 12th of May, 1943.
Other Wards, 1st of October, 1941.
City of Sunshine, 21st of March, 1951.
Shire of Keilor, 22nd of December,
1908.
City' of FootscrayKingsville Ward, 12th of May, 1943.
Other wards, 26th of May, 1943.
City of Port Melbourne, 28th of May,
1947.
City of South Melbourne, 11th of September, 1885.
City -of St. Kilda, 8th of April, 1914.
Information showing current municipal
valuations in the various subdivisions and
showing particulars of voters sough:t in
paragraphs (b) 'and (c) 'are not aViailable in
(a)
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the Public Works Department, and it is
suggested the honorable member might obtain the desired particulars from the
municipalities eoncerned.
(d) Yes. The application was refused by
my predecessor ,after it had been investigated by the Advisory Board.

Education Department.

The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works).-The answer to the
honorable member's question isCompensation fees received under section
19 of the Licensing Act 1928:Amount.
Year.
8.

d.

12
10
9
14
7
12

8
6
0
8
11
3

£

RAILWAY DEPAIRTMENT.
ACQUISITION OF LAND AT DANDENONG.

The Hon. R. R. RAWSON (Southern
Province) asked the Minister of Public
WorksIs it still the intention of the Railways
Commissioners to acquire land in the Shire
of Dandenong for .the purpose of erecting
pre-cut houses; if so, where is the land
located?

The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works).-The answer isAn area of land, comprising 8 acres and
situated at the corner of David-street and
Cleeland-road, Dandenong, has already been
purchased by the Department for the purpose of erecting pre-cut houses thereon.
HEIDELBERG LINE: BRIDGE OVER MERRI
CREEK.

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY (Melbourne North Province) asked the Minister of Public WorksIn view of the heavy traffic on the Heidelberg line and the contemplated early completion of the East Preston line do the Railways Commissi.oners consider that the
single-track bridge over the Merri creek at
Clifton Hill will be able to handle the traffic
satisfactorily; if not, what remedy Is proposed?

The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works).-The answer isThe construction of the Alphington-East
Preston line has not yet been commenced,
nor have funds been made available for the
carrying out of the work.
The single-traGk bridge -over the Merri
creek between Clifton Hill and Westgarth
can satisfactorily handle the present traffic
on the Heidelberg line and the prospective
traffic on that line and the East Preston line
when it is constructed.

LICENSING ACT 1928.
COMPENSATION FEES: REVENUE.

The Hon. A. M. FRASER (Melbourne
North Province) asked the Minister of
Public WorksWhat was the amount received in compensation fees under section 19 of the Licensing Act 1928 for the year 1939; and for the
vears 1947 to 1951, respectively?

1939-40
1947-48
1948-49
1949-50
1950-51
1951-52

245,491
525,216
576,410
644,366
739,402
.. 1,261,636

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.
HIGH SCHOOL AT RINGWOOD:
GREENSBOROUGH STATE SCHOOL.

The Hon. R. R. RAWSON (Southern
Province) asked the Minister of Education(a) Can the Minister give any information
as to when a start will be made on the construction of a high school at Ringwood on
the land already acquired for that purp-ose?
(b) When will the additional rooms be
provided at the Greensborough State School?

The Hon. P. P. INCHBOLD (Minister
of Education).-The answers are(a) and (b). In view of the shortage of
loan funds, no indication can at present be
given as to when a start will be made on
the construction of a high school at Ringwood or as to when additional rooms will
be provided at the Greensborough State
School.

DOG RACING.
METROPOLITAN TRACKS: REVENUE
FROM LICENCE FEES.

The Hon. A. M. FRASER (MeLbourne
North Province) asked the Minister of
Public WorksWhat was the total revenue received by
the State from dog racing for the financial
year 1951-52 and, in particular, what was
the revenue in respect of each metropolitan
track from-(i) winning bets tax; and (ii)
licence fees under section 6 of the Police
Offences (Dog Racing) Act 1940?

The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works) .--The answer isNo separate records are kept of receipts
from the winning bets tax levied on bets
made on dog-racing tracks. It is therefore
not possible to answer the first part of the
honorable member's question.

Water
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In regard to licence fees under section 6
of the Police Offences (Dog Racing) Act
1940, the revenue collected in the financial
year 1951-52 was as follows:£ s. d.
Napier Park (Essendon)
474 19 6
Maribyrnong
314 4 11
White City (Tottenham)
417 15 6
Gracedale Park (Spring Vale)
211 6 0
Sandown Park (Spring Vale)
236 12 9

Bill.
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the locall water authority to enable it to
carry out works, and borrowing by this
means would tap a source of funds that
would not normally be invested in Commonwealth hands. Therefore, if a waterworks trust or local governing body is
empowered to raise funds by the issue of
debentures or assignment of rates and
charges, many works which have been
Total of above .. 1,654 18 8 deferred and would have to be.deferred
Country grounds
621 19 8
for an indefinite period in the future
Total revenue
.. 2,276 18 4 could be proceeded with and residents in
these country towns receive the benefits
of improved or extended water 'supply.
WATER BILL.
This provision would put waterworks
The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE (Minis- trusts and local governing bodies on the
same footing a's the other comparable
ter of Housing).:-I move-local
authorities, namely, municipal counThat this Bill be now read a second time.
cils and sewerage authorities, all of
This is a Bill to amend the Water Acts. which have been able to raise private
Its main purpose is to authorize water- loans at normal interest rates. Governworks trusts and local governing bodies ment loans to local water authorities
controlling water supplies in the country' are advanced on the basis of long terms
districts of Victoria to borrow from other with interest at 3 per cent. per annum,
than Government sources.
but any money raised privately would
There are 14'5 of these local water inevitably bear interest at a higher rate
authorities constituted under the general than this. At present the rate on semiprovisions of the Water Acts, but at governmental loans is 4~ per cent. per
present they can obtain loans for capital annum. So that trusts borrowing from
works only from the Government, the other than Government sources will not
necessary allocations being made each be at a disadvantage by reason of
year under a Water Supply Loans Appli- borrowing privately, th~ Bill provides for
cation Act. The amount of money which an annual subsidy from the Treasury
can he provided for water 'supplies in equivalent to the difference between the
country towns is, therefore, dependent interest actually payable and 3 per cent.
on the loan resources availahle to the per annum.
Victorian Government through the Loan
The Hon. WILLIAM ,sLATER.-Is there
Council.
any ceiling as to the rate of interest?
The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE.-The
Owing to the very severe limitations
imposed by the Loan Council last finan- rate is subject to approval by the
cial year and this financial year the Governmen t.
amount of money which could be made
The Han. WILLIAM SLATER.-What
available to these local water authorities would be the position if an authority
has been so limited that only the most sought a loan for which an interest rate
urgent enlargem~nts and extensions could of 6 per cent. per annum was offered?
be undertaken and no works for new
The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE.-The
supplies could be commenced. In fact, Government would not agree to that rate
the position has been so serious that in of interest. The loan would have to be
many instances pipes purchased cannot sought on the same terms as are laid
be laid owing to lack of funds to meet down for semi-governmental bodies,
the cost of installation.
namely, a maximum interest rate of 4!
The Bill, therefore, provides for these per cent.
local authorities to raise money by
The Hon. A. M. FRASER.-Some loans
borrowing in the open market. I believe have been sought by Government instruthat in many country towns the local mentalities at rates a's high as £4 12s. 6d.
residen ts would be prepared to lend to and £4 15s. per cent. per annum.
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The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE.Approval by the Government would be
necessary in such instances.
The Hon. A. M. FRASER.-According
to my reading of the Bill, waterworks
trusts will be enabled to borrow at rates
as high as 5 per cent. or 6 per cent. per
annum.
The Hon. 1. A. SWINBURNE.-Such
rates of interest can be offered only
with the consent of the Loan Council.
These local water authorities now receive grants toward the capital cost of
works in accordance with a formula of
State-wide application. The whole cost
is advanced from Government loans, but
the State carries the interest on an appropriate part of the amount. To preserve
this principle where a local water
authority borrows privately, a grant
would be provided from Government
loan equal in amount to the subsidy
assessed under the formula.
In those cases where wa terwork~ trusts
availed themselves of their opportunity to
borrow on the ordinary loan market, the
amounts so borrowed would therefore be
additional to the amounts available from
the Government. This would enable a
greater volume of work to be carried
out than would be the case if the whole
of the funds had to be provided from the
Government's allocation under the Loan
Council.
The Bill also provides for the State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission,
with the approval of the Governor in
Council, to sell by negotiation lands
purchased or taken by it in connection
with the construction of the Big Eildon
reservoir, including the area of the
Eildon township. Under existing legislation the Commission's power to sell
land by negotiation is limited to areas
not exceeding 30 acres and a value not
exceeding £500. Larger or more valuable
areas, of land must be sold by public
auction.
These powers, although limited, have
been quite sufficient for the Commission's
past requirements, but will not meet
the position that will arise when the
Commission is disposing of the Eildon
township and associated industrial areas
following the completion of the works.

Bill.

If the Commission is to have any pros-

pect of inducing industries to go to
Eildon, it must be in a position to negotiate with them in regard to factory
sites, homes, and other requirements
involving land. Any attempt to sell by
auction, either as a whole or in separate
lots, would undoubtedly lead to very
poor returns to the State, and probably
to large sections of the township being
held by speculators.
Another provision has been included
to safeguard the water rights of holders
of highly developed lands when an
irrigation register is revised, as it must
be at intervals of not more that fifteen
years. Under existing legislation a register could be revised throughout and
water rights reduced. The amendment
included in the Bill provides that when
registers are revised no pro rata water
right which is in existence immediately
before such revision is made shall be reduced in consequence of the revisio..l1,
except with the consent of the owner of
the land to which it is apportioned.
The Hon. A. M. FRAsER.-That is a
radical amendment.
The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE.-I do
not see that it is.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES.-It is very
sound.
The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE.-The
owner of an allotment to which a water
right has been apportioned must have
some say before that water right can be
revised.
The Hon. A. M. FRAsER.-Irrespective
of whether he is utilizing the water
right or subletting it?
The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE,-That is
a matter of opinion. It is the view of the
Government that the proposed amendment is a step in the right direction to
protect the position in relation to water
righ ts as it now exists in the irrigation
areas of the State. A further amendment is made in regard to procedure
for the approval of by-laws in urban
. districts. Last year amending legislation
was passed simplifying the procedure
concerning approval of rating by-laws,
but it did not achieve all the objective,
because most urban by-laws include not
only the making of rates but also thp

Wate'l
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making of charges for water supply by
measure. The amendment now proposed
will meet all requirements and further
simplify the procedure to be followed
by water authorities controlling urban
areas.
At present, lands held under grazing
licence, although of very low value, are
subject to the minimum water charges
applying throughout the waterworks
district in which they are situated, although they may not receive any supply
of water from the Commission's channels,
and this minimum charge might well
exceed the total rental value of the land.
An amendment has been included in the
Bill to enable by-laws to provide that
lands held under grazing licence may
be wholly or partly exempt from minimum charges. This amendment would
affect about 100 holdings involving
minimum charges totalling about £1,000
per annum.
Under existing legislation there is
provision for payment of allowances and
expenses to commissioners of waterworks trusts but not to those of river
improvement trusts, and a clause has been
induded to provide for similar allowances in the case of river improvement
trusts to those already authorized for
waterworks trusts, namely, reasonable
travelling expenses, and an allowance
to the chairman of not more than one
per cent. of the revenue of the trust, with
a minimum of £5 and a maximum of £25.
When the Bill reaches the Committee
stage, I shall submit a further amendment concerning the investment of
moneys by the Commissioners of the State
Savings Bank of Victoria for the purposes
of this legislation. I commend the Bill
to members, and trust that it will be
given a speedy passage.
The Hon. P. L. COLEMAN (Melbourne West Province).-I moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

I ask the Minister to agree to an adjournment until the next day of meeting.
The Bill contains some involved clauses
which I should like to consider. I also
ask the Minister to be good enough to
supply me with particulars of the further
amendment which he proposes to move
when the Bill reaches the Committee
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stage, concerning the State SavinvR
Bank and its financial policy in relation
to waterworks trusts. That is an important matter, and members should
be given an adequate opportunity to
examine the proposal.
.
The motion for the adjournment of
the debate was agreed to, and the debate
was adjourned until Tuesday, September
16.
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
(A'MENDMENT) BILL.
- The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works).-I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this Bill is to make two
comparatively small changes in weights
and measures legisla tiun already passed
by Parliament but not yet operative,
with a view to facilitating the operation
of such legislation and also to make it
more acceptable to some municipal
authorities. The legislation in question
comprises the Weights and Measures Act
1939 as amended by the Weights and
Measures Act 1950.
.
Clause 2 of the Bill is intended to
overcome certain very real difficulties
which have been experienced in regard
to the supply of standard weights 'and
measures of high quality. The arrange·
ment envisaged in the principal AC,t
is that there should be "secondary
standards" of all the prescribed denominations, derived from the" primary
standards" for the State. The intention
was that the sec:mdary standards, should'
be reserved exclusively for the testing of
standards of a lower grade, to be 'known
as "departmental standards," and that
these "departmental standard'S" shoul~
be used in testing the" local standards"
utilized by inspectors of weights a~d
measures. This procedure is fundamentally sound and, in general, its
retention is proposed. The Government
Weights and Measures Office, however,
holds only one high-grade standard' of
each of some prescribed denominations
and some delay must be expected before
the additional sets required will, become
available.
Clause 2 of this Bill would facilitate
the early effective implementing of the
Act in regard to these denominations,
by allowing secondary standards to be

1780

Weights and Measures.

[COUNCIL.]

used temporarily in testing inspectors'
standards, in such circumstances. Special
care would be taken to ensure that the
accuracy of the secondary standards.; is
not impaired; in any case, a revision of
the arrangements in regard to highgrade standards will become necessary
when certain Commonwealth legislation
becomes effective, which, we expect, will
probably be in the near future.
Clause 3 has been inserted in response
to strong representations from certain
municipalities that they should be
allowed .to continue to do the official
testing of weighbridges when the new
Victorian weights and measures legislation is operating. The Act, as it stands,
does not actually declare that the testing
of weighbridges must necessarily pass
from the municipalities, but it does
empower the Minister to give a direction
having that effect. Suggestions have
been made that any such direction should
not apply to any municipal authority
which is adequately equipped to do the
testing of weighbridges and desires to
continue that work, but a legal opinion
has been given that, if such a declaration is made by the Minister under the
Act as it stands, it must apply in all
parts of the State.
Equipment for testing weighbridges
Is costly and many municipal bodies have
only a few weighbridges within their
territories. It has naturally followed
that only a comparatively small number
of municipal bodies has been adequately
equipped to do such work, and it still
seems that the only satisfactory course
is for the Government to undertake to
test weighbridges in most areas; it will
readily be realized that unsatisfactory
weighbridges could be most detrimental
to legitimate trading interests within
the State.
Clause 3 makes it possible for the
Minister to recognize what may be called
the" ancient rights" of municipal bodies
which have already been sufficiently interested in the weighbridge work to purcha·s·e suitable testing equipment, by.
permitting them to continue such work.
Any such inspection work would be
subject to supp.rvision by the central
administration, and the Minister would
be able to revoke his permission should
The Hon. P. T. Byrnes.

(Amendment) Bill.

he receive an unsatisfactory report on
the way in which the weighbridge testing wa's being done.
At this stage it seems fitting to make'
brief references to the implementing of
the weights and measures legislation
already passed to replace the obsolete
Weights and Measures Act 1928 which
still applies. It had been hoped and
believed that the 1939 Act, a's amended
by the 1950 Act, would have been operating some time last year, but delay has
occurred through diffieul ties in regard
to the preparation of regulations, building and road construction work, and
the purchase and making of essential
equipment.
To make the regulations effective,
specification in considerable detail in
regard to approved types of construction
of weighing and measuring equipment
used in trade has been necessary; close
attention to many trading practices has
also been required. This has unavoidably made the draft of the regulations
somewhat voluminous. Care has also
been necessary to ensure that no impracticable requirements have been inserted.
We must be fair to everybody, particularly the public ·and the officials concerned. With the object of minimizing
possible later difficulties, a printed draft
of the regulations was prepared and circulated extensively among people who
would be affected by them.
The draft a'S it stands is generally
acceptable, but some minor amendments
will be necessary. So far a'S buildings,
roads, and equipment are concerned, the
preparations for implementing the Act
are by no means complete, but it is considered that it will be possible to
give effect to this new legislation in the
immediate future. There should not be
any great delay before it is brought into
operation; in fact, it should become law
not more than a few weeks after this
Bill has been passed.
The Hon. WILLIAM SLATER (Doutta
Galla Province).-The last observation
of the Minister in explaining the Bill was
of considerable importance. He indicated that a carefully prepared draft of
the new regulations which -are proposed
to implement this vital legislation had

Weights and Measures
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been circulated amongst the people interested. I should think the people most
interested in the weights and measures
problem are members of the community
and it is passing strange to find ~hat not
even members of this House have
received copies of the proposed regulations. I assume that they were submitted only to the commercial interests
and not to the representatives of the
people.
It is unfortunate that the Weights and
Measures Act which was passed some
considerable time ago has not been
brought into operation. I agree with
the Minister that the difficulties are real
and that the intervention of war made
the implementation of the legislation
almost impossible. We must remember
that the law was radically changed by
the 1939 Act. It would have provided
the machinery whereby the community
could receive a degree of protection
which it cannot possibly hope to get
under the '1aw as at present anc;l as it
has remained f'Or ·a long period.
This Bill deals with one of the most
serious problems confronting the people.
Every individual in the community, from
the highest to the lowest, the 'richest
to the poorest, is affected by the quality
of the legislation, which prescribes the
standards for the weights and measures
of the articles and commodities which
members of the public are obliged to buy
in order to live. Every section of the
community is vitally concerned in and
affected by this leg-islation.
Consequently, I suggest, it is a matter of
great regret that those responsible for
its administration have seen fit to circulate the new ref.7ulati'Ons. which will be
the r.h~rter of the legislation, among
commercial interests only and not
among the representatives of the people.
Adnressin ~ myself to this problem
in l~!in. when an amending Weights
and Measures Bill was submitted, I
directed the ;lttention of the House to a
seriec: of stdking tests which had been
conducted by a Herald neW~Daper
reprec:entative at a number of city ;lnd
suburban garages. The Herald 'article
revealed an extraordinary set of circumstances. I shall again refer to those
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facts, although I am not imputing any
fraud or malpractice against garage pro:'
prietors. I 'am merely challenging the
standards which exist at present and
which are not sufficiently strong to protect the ,community. In February, 1950,
a Herald investigator made an examination of the measure 'Of petrol 'as supplied
by bowsers in the metropolitan area. Of
the twelve bowsers examined, only one
recorded true measure. The article in
the Herald of the 18th of February,
1950, statedTwelve garages were visited at random in
the city and suburbs. Eleven pumps gave
short measure. Only one gave full or over
measure. The deficiencies rec,orded in the
tests ranged from H to 8 ounces a purchase'.
The tests were carried out in the City Council's weights and measures office.

In their reply, the oil companies claimed
that tests were made of the bowsers
from time to time at Jthe university.
That does not give :satisfacti'On to mem,;.
bers of the community who 'are obliged
to use in large volume the supplies of
liquid fuels in order that they may conduct their business or engage in pleasure.
The Hon. A. M. FRASER.-Petrol
costs 3s. 5id. a gallon.

now

The Hon. WILLIAM SLATER.-That
is just one instance but it shows the importance of legislation of this character.
I have never been attracted by the vIew
supported by the Governments that were
led by the Country party or the Liberal
party, or those parties in combination,
that the only effective way of administering this vital problem of weights and
measures is through local authorities. I
submit to the House that the body of
opinion in most parts of the world is
definitely against local administration.
The Minister has indicated the grav~
difficulties that confront the Government
in obtaining these standards. While the
main function must rest with a central
organization, nobody suggests that the
whole administration must be centralized.
I do not submit that proposition when I
suggest that there should be the utmost
uniformity in these standards, but that
there should be a single policy laid dowll,
which could be best expressed throu'1h
a central authority.

[COUNCIL.]
. . .Administration in England is not in
t.he hands of the various municipal bodies
of Great Britain; it is handled ex~~usfvely by the Board of Trade, and
always has been. In most States of
~:ustralia the administration is effected
also through a central rather than a local
~uthority. I hope· the day is not far distant when the weights and measures
problem will be dealt with not from a
State or municipal point of view but
from an Australian-a national-point
of view. Because of the extensive aPeas
to be covered I do not suggest that it
could be completely conducted from
Canberra. Administration would have
to· be decentralized, but that should not
present any great difficulty. Uniformity
and singleness of policy and purpose
could surely be established nationally as
against the prevailing conglomeration of
standards, and only a conglomeration of
standards must prevail while the several
States and a variety of municipalities
have in their hands the administration of
a law which touches every single being
in the community.
The amendments incorporated in the
Bill are both desirable and necessary.
The presentation of the measure enables
me to voice a view which I have long held,
fortified by experience in many other
countries, that the best method of dealing with the whole problem of weights
and measures is through a central rather
than through a local administration. I
hope the time is not far distant when
the legislation will be put into operation.
I agree with the Minister of Public Works
that it has not been easy to frame
regulations. Difficulties have prevented
the. bringing into operation of the legislation incorporated in the 1939 and 1950
Acts. I hope that-no greater delay than
is unavoidable will occur before this
legislation is brought into full fruition,
giving the fullest possible degree of protection to every section of the community, because every section requires
and needs such protection.
Sir JAMES KENNEDY (Higinbotham
Province) .-1 agree to a considerable
extent with what Mr. Slater has said
about the urgency of this legislation.
There was a long wait before even the
present stage was reached, but it
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looks as though the Weights and
Measures Act originally passed in 1939,
and amended in 1950, will soon be
brought into operation. I do not agree
with everything Mr. Slater has said
about complete centralization, because
a central authority has been created
which will have far-reaching powers. It
will ensure that the secondary and
dep~rtmental standards will be unifonn;
there will be uniformity throughout the
State. I feel that the more we can
maintain local authority the better it will
be for Victoria as a democracy.
I am interested in this Bill because I
have been dealing with the subject all
through its long history. A measure was
introduced in 1939 when I was closely
associated with the Municipal Association of Victoria. Some of the claims
that Mr. Slater has now repeated, particularly the centralization of control,
were dealt with in that measure. Those
of us who were interested in local government were able to induce the Government to maintain a certain measure of
control in the municipal weights and
measures unions. We knew there was
neglect to administer the legislation in
some small country areas, but in the
north-east, the south-east and other parts
of the metropolis very effective work was
being done by the weights and measures
unions. Unfortunately, they did not have
the requisite legislative powers and it
was necessary to introduce amending
legislation.
An Act was passed in 1939 and then
almost regularly over six monthly
periods, as Mr. Chandler will remember,
numerous approaches were made to the
Chief Secretary to induce the Government to bring the Act into operation,
to ensure that there would be accurate
weigh ts and measures throughout Victoria. Invariably the reply was, "We
cannot get the necessary equipment."
It was impossible during the war to
obtain equipment al1d it was not until
1949 that t11e Government of which I
was a member, after conferring with the
Chief Secretary and the Superintendent
of Weights and Measures, decided on the
amendments required in the Act. In
1950, final approval was given for the
introduction of an amending Bill, which
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was passed. We then thought that we
should soon have the new Weights and
Measures Act in operation. We now find
that the problem of obtaining the necessary equipment has further delayed implementation and this Bin, containing
certain essential amendments, has been
submitted with a view to having the Act
improved before it becomes law. It
will be of great benefit to the State.
I agree with Mr. S~ater about the need
for uniform standards of weights and
measures to protect consumers. There
is a Commonwealth Act under which
definite standards are established and
they will apply throughout the Commonwealth, in that way bringing about the
unifonnity we all desire.
The old
Weights and Measures Act was completely useless. It did not provide that
weights and measures should be tested
periodically, but now we know that. this
legislation will ensure that all welgh ts
and measures will have to' be regularly
tested, stamped and sealed to show that
they are in order. It will be a wonderful improvement. Difficulty is being experienced in obtaining the equipment
tha t is necessary before the Act is proclaimed, and it is proposed that secondary
standards may be used to verify local
standards.
The Minister of Public
Works has stated that a careful test will
be made to ensure that all equipment is
perfectly accurate. I consider that the
amendment proposed in clause 2 is
reasonable.
In the principal Act there is provision
that the Minister shall direct the Government Weights' and Measures Office to
assume control of large weigh bridges and
so on. In certain districts there are
efficien t weigh bridges, and if the Minister gave such a direction the municipalities or unions concerned would
lose control. Therefore, clause 3 of
the Bill provides that the Minister
may direct certain municipalities to continue control of weighbridges, but if they
are not properly tested the direction may
be withdrawn. In that event weighbridges would be placed under the control of the central administration. If
this measure will enable the proclamation of the principal Act within the
next month or two it wHI prove of
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tremendous value to this State. There
is nothing that can be criticized in th~
Bill.
'
.
,
The Hon. T. H. GRIGG (Bendigo.
Province) .-1 support the Bill. Since
1939 we h~ve been waiting for the
proclamation of the Weights and
Measures Act. I, as president of the
MuniCipal Association of Victoria, am
definitely concerned with the delay
that has occurred. In 1947, a deputation to the then Chief Secretary;
Mr. Slater, who is now a member
of this House, was informed that
municipa1ities were not doing their
part, as they were not making prepara~
tions to enable the objects of the Act to
be carried out when it was proclaimed.
The Chief Secretary of that time was
anxious to establish a Board to control
all maUers relating to weights and
measures in the State.
However, the
claims of the municipalities were pressed,
and it was said that if municipalities
could be entrusted with the administration of the Health Act surely they were
competent to deal with activities relating to weights and measures. A further
delay occurred at that time because of
a change of Government, following a
State election. Ever since that time the
Municipal Association of Victoria has
pressed for the proclamation of the
new weights and measures legislation.
'Weights and measures groups have been
formed throughout the State and are
only waiting the proclamation of the
Act.
Although the Minister of Public Works
referred to the .shortage of equipment, I
am certain that if a survey were made
it would be found that there was adequate equipment within the State to
enable the Governmer.t Weights and
Measures Office to carry out its duties.
In the particular group of which I am
chairman there are three sets of weights
and measures, all of which would be
suitable to assist some other group.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES.-All the
equipment would have to be tested
thoroughly.
The Hon. T. H. GRIGG.-That has
been done. The officer in charge of the
Weigh ts and Measures Office has viGited
our union and tested the equipment; I
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thin~ one set is at present being tested.
I concur In the point of view expressed
by' the Minister that many groups of
municipalities are not prepared to carry
out the testing of weigh bridges because
facilities for doing so are not available.
I am sure that the provision in the Bill
whereby it will be opti'Onal for weights
and measures groups to have equipment
tested by the central administrati'On will
meet with approval. I am a great believer in local administration in connection with this particular matter, and I
know that right throughout the State
groups of uni'Ons are waiting for the
proclama Han of the new Weights and
Measures Act 'so that its provisi'Ons may
be put int'O effect. At present it is
futile to proceed with the formation of
new groups, because the original Act
makes no provision whatever for municipaHties being !'eimbursed f'Or the testing of weights, except where the weights.
are proved to be inaccurate. Under the
new Act ceI"tain charges will be made for
the testing of equipment, and those
charges for testing will be imposed
whether or not the weights prove inaccurate. I trust that the BUI win have
an early passage so that groups of municipalities comprising the weights and
measures unions throughout the State
will be given an opportunity to carry out
a long felt and much needed want.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time, and
passed through its remaining stages.

PRICES REGULATION (BUTTER
AND CHEESE) BILL.
The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE (Minister of Housing).-I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

This is a short Bill to amend the
Pri-ces Regulation Act 1948. The prices
of goods 'and the rates for services are
controlled under that Act. Under section 8, the Governor in Council may declare any goods or services t'O be declared
goods or services and thereupon the
Prices Commissioner is' emp'Owered to
fix the maximum prices 'or rates which
may be charged. This power is given to
the Commissioner 'by section 9, and he i's
given an unfettered discretion a'S ,to the
orices which he fixes.

and Cheese) Bill.

Upon the outbreak of the second world
war, the Commonwealth Government
subsidized the cost of various essential
commodities, including butter and
cheese. In the case of butter and cheese,
the payment of this subsidy had a twofold object, namely, to keep down the
cost to the consumer and at the same
time to ensure an adequate return to the
primary producer. A subsidy on the cost
of butter 'and cheese consumed in Australia has been paid ev~r since. Since
1948, the amount of the subsidy has
varied from 6d. a pound to as high as
1s. 1!d. a pound. It is now about 10!d.
a pound.
Recently, the Governments of the
Commonwealth and of the States entered
into an agreement whereby, for a period
uf five years from the 1!st of July, 1952,
a minimum return would be guaranteed
t'O the dairy farmer in respect of the
butter-fat used in Australia in each year
in the production of butter and cheese to
a quantity equal to the quantity of butter and cheese consumed in Australia in
each such year, plus 'One-fifth of that
quantity. This minimum return is no
more than will ensure a faiT payment to
the producer and is based upon a review
of the cost of efficient production of
butter-fat a'S estimated by a survey of
the industry made by the Commonwealth Government. The guaranteed return will be ensured partly by the payment by the Commonwealth of a subsidy
on the production of butter and cheese
and partly by the maintenance of appropriate prices for butter and cheese
consumed in Australia. The estimated
cost ·of the subsidy f'Or the financial year
1952-53 is £16,800,000.
It is necessary, then, that the prices
of butter and cheese consumed in Australia shall be uniform and have
relation to the' estimated cost of production 'and ,the amount of the subsidy to
be paid. To secure this uniformity and
to have the price t'O the consumer placed
upon the proper basis, it has been agreed
that the prices fixed, under the laws of
the States relating to prices, for sales of
butter and cheese, otherwise than by the
proprietor of a butter factory or cheese
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factory, will be based upon prices determined from time to time by the Commonwealth Minister for Commerce and Agriculture as the appropriate prices for the
sale for consumption in Australia of
butter or cheese by proprietors of butter
or cheese factories. The Commonwealth
Minister will fix the price to be paid to
the factory proprietor M a figure which
will enable him to pay the dairy farmer
the guaranteed minimum return. In
turn, if the wholesale and retail prices
are fixed on the ex-factory price, no one
in the line of production and distribution
will be forced to sell at a loss.
As I -have stated earlier, alt present the
Commissioner has an unfettered discretion as to the basis upon which he fixes
prices. Therefore, there is no guarantee
that he will accept the production figures
arrived at by the Commonwealth survey
and consequently there is no guarantee
tha t he will be prepared to fix the wholesale and retail prices on the same exfactory price as that determined by the
Commonwealth Minister.
It has been agreed by all the States
thalt each State price-fixing authority
should be directed to fix the wholesale
and retail prices of butter and cheese
on the ex-factory prices as determined
by the Commonwealth Minister. In this
way, uniformity of prices will be
achieved and the guaranteed minimum
return to the dairy farmer ensured.
So, clause 2 of the Bill in relation to
butter and cheese prices takes away
from our Prices Commi'ssioner his unfettered discretion and directs him, in the
fixing of the wholesale and retail prices
of those products, to base his prices on
the ex-factory prices as determined from
time to time by the Commonwealth
Minis ter. I t will be seen tha t the
amendment made by clause 2 provides
that the Governor in Council may at any
tlime declare that the added sub-section
i·s to have no further force or effect.
The present agreement between the
States and the Commonwealth for the
stabilization of the dairying industry is
one for five, years from the present time.
If, at the end of that period. price control
is still operating in Victoria and 1£ it is
considered no longer to be necessary or
desirable for the Commissioner to be
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directed as to the basis upon which he
should fix butter and cheese prices, it
will be open to the Governor in Council
to make the declaration under the subsection, and thereupon the Commissioner will be free to adopt whatever
basis he considers proper in fixing butter
and cheese prices;
Of course, the Governor in Council
will not be bound to wait for the expiration of the agreement before making the
declaration. If, at any earlier time, it is
considered desirable to free the' CommiSsioner from the effect of the sub-section,
the necessary direction may be made. I
commend the Bill to the House.
On the m·otion of the Hon. P. L.
COLEMAN (Melbourne West Province),
the debate was adjourned until Tuesday,
September 16.
VETERINARY SURGEONS (FOREIGN
QUALIFICATION) BILL.
The debate (adjourned from September 2), on the motion of the Hon. Trevor
Harvey (Minister of Labour) for the
second reading of ihis Bill was resumed.
The HOWl. A. M. FRASER (Melhourne
North Province).-The purpose of this
Bill is to facilitate the registration as
veterinary surgeons of persons who
possess foreign qualifications in the field
of veterinary science. Apparently, the
reason underlying the introduction of
this measure is the dearth of veterinary
surgeons in Victoria. I understand there
is a similar shortage in other States. It
is surprising to notice the small number
of veterinary surgeons in the metropolitan area; this is revealed by a perusal
of the pink pages in the telephone
directory. Veterinary surgeons seem to
be more or less a dying rac~. Probably
that is due to the fact that for almost a
quarter of a century there have 'been inadequate facilities in Victoria for teaching students who desire to obtain a
degree in veterinary science. Since 1928
there has been no chair in this faculty
at the University of Melbourne, and those
students who were disposed to undertake the profession could do only the first
year of their course at the Melbourne
university; they then had to go to either
the Sydney or the Queensland university
to complete their training. Probably that
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f.actor has had a substantial iIllfluence on
the shortage of veterinary surgeons that
-ootains in Victoria at the present time.
t have never been able to understand
Why the rural and agricultural people
in the community have allowed the Chair
of Veterinary Science to fall by the wayside, ,as it were. Certainly they have
~p.joyed prosperous times for many years
past. Strangely enough, however, in the
rural· and agricultural field people seem
to be prone to seek advantages by way
qf legislative enactments either to gain
,relief from some duty, to get some con.cession, to acquire a free interest, or to
receive a subsidy, but apparently they
are not prepared to make any contribu-Vion toward educating those persons who
-desire to undertake a profession which
might be'useful to those who are engaged
in rural industry. I wish to point out
that those who are interested in their
professions or trades in other walks of
lile have made grants to the University
of Melbourne, have subsidized chairs
ih' certain faculties and have made
scholarships available. Many firms in
the industrial world are continually giving money to the Melbourne university,
and a similar oondition obtains in the
commercial world. Certain firms have
made possible the establishment of a
,Chair of Commercial Law. I could
enumerate similar happenings in the
medical world. I have never been able to
understand why, particularly in view of
the prosperous seasons that have been
enj,oyed during the last ten years, rural
people have not seen fit to make a donation, strike 'a levy, or in 'Some other way
to contribute to the establishment at the
. University of Melbourne of a Chair of
Veterinary Science.
The Hon. H. C. LUDBROOK.-I think
you will find that the meat Board has
subscribed heavily toward the establishment of such a chair in Brisbane and
Sydney..
The 'Hon. A. M. FRASER.-I am not
concerned with what has been done in
Brisbane, Sydney or elsewhere. I know
that there' is a Chair of Veterinary
SCience 'in Queensland and that many
,Victorian 'Students have been comoelled
to comnlete their training in that State.
, The Hon. H.' C. LUDBROOK.-The Minis·ter of' - Labour has said on various
'occa~16n~and I agree' with him~hat
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the Veterinary Board has tried to make
a close preserve of the study of veterinary science.
The Hon. A. M. FRASER.-I do not
know on what occasions the Minister of
Labour has advanced that argument. I
have heard the honorable gentleman
speak in relation to this Bin on only one
occasion, and then he did not make any
such observation. It seems extraordinar.y
to me that no authorities such as the meat
Board, the wheat Board, the wool Board,
or grazing interests have ever taken
sufficient interest in veterinary science to
assist in the establishment of a chair in
that faculty at the Universi,ty of Melbourne.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNEs.-Have owners
of racehorses contributed toward the
establishment of a Chair of Veterinary
Science?
The Hon. A. M. FRASER.-There is no
suggestion that this Bill was introduced
to benefit owners of racehorses; rather
has the Bill been introduced in the interests of the farming community. I do
not know whether any persons who own
racehorses have contributed toward the
establishment of a Chair of Veterinary
Science. The Victoria Racing Club ought
to make some cD:1tribution towards such
a chair, so that more veterinary surgeons
would be available to conduct certain
tests on horses at· racecourses. For
some reason, however, the Victoria Racing Club seems to be so 'Steeped in tradition that it is not prepared to adopt
modern methods. Apparently, it does
not bother about making a veterinary
test of horses after a race; at all events,
tha t is seldom done on Victorian racecourses. Generally speaking, such a procedure is adopted only when there are
suspicious circumstances. In New South
Wales, however, a qualified veterinary
surgeon is on the spot, and he examines
racehorses at the conclusion of each
meeting.
The Hon. D. J. WALTERs.-Members of
the racing fraternity are more honest in
Victoria than in New South Wales.
The Hon. A. M. FRASER.-I do not
know whether that is true. I agree with
a comment I heard the other day that
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inqUlrles should be instituted when a
horse runs la!st one day and is first past
the post the following start. Another
aspect to which I wish to refer is that
of reciprocity. My own personal view is
tha!t legislation such as that which is
now being considered by the House
should not be enacted to give rights to
persons from oversea countries unless
similar treatment is afforded to Victorian
citizens who m'ay desire to practise in
those countries. In other words, I believe that before veterinary surgeons,
dentists, or other professional men from
overseas are registered in Victoria there
should be reciprocity, and if we in this
State accept practitioners' from other
countries, the Governments of those
countries should be prepared .to g,rant a
similar concession to Victorians.
There seems to me to be an important
omission from this measure, namely, the
right and powe'r of the Veterinary Board
to deal with instances of misconduct, in
a professional sense, by veterinary surgeons. I cannot understand why the
Government did not make provision for
that contingency when the Bill was
drafted. Under the Act there is only
disqualification-in the case of a person
who has committed any offence, or
misdemeanour.
His name may he
removed from the register if he has co:nmitted any offence, or felony, or misdemeanour, and he is precluded from
getting his name on the register if he is
subject to a like disqualification.
However, there is no provision in the Act
to deal with a veterinary surgeon who
is guilty of misconduct in a professional
capacity. Once these persons with the
foreign qualifications fulfil the conditions
under the Act and are registered then
no matter what their conduct is in their
profession, whether it is ethical or unethical, there is no method of dealing
with them unless they commit an offence,
a felony, or a misdemeanour. It has been
established that the legal, the medical,
the dental and the pharmaceutical professions and the accountants' institute
and ~he journalists' association have
provisions for dealing with persons
guilty of misconduct in a professional
capacity, or in some cases guilty of what
is called unethical conduct.

The veterinary surgeons whom the
Government is proposing to register
lnay carryon a practice that may be
detrimental to their fellow practitioners.
They may be guilty of misconduct but
apparently they cannot be dealt with.
I should like the Minister to tell the
House why the Government did not pay
attention to this matter. I imagine that
the Minister sought advice from the
Veterinary Board. He must have consulted that body because he said it was in
favour of the Bill, or at any rate it was
not opposed to it. The Victorian Division of the Australian Veterinary
Association sent a circular to most
members of Parliament, and I assume
it put the point to the Government.
I cannot understand why the Government has not proposed to amend
section 17 of the Veterinary Surgeons'
Act to make provision for the remov31
of a veterinary surgeon's name from the
register if he is found guilty by the Board
of misconduct in a professional capacity.
This Bill is riecessary because there
is a complete dearth of veterinary
surgeons in the State, but I hope that
the farming and rural communities will
bestir themselves, do what other sections
of the population are doing and help
themselves by subscribing to' a Chair of
Veterinary Science at the University of
Melbourne.
The Hon. H. V. MacLEOD (Western
Province).-I support the Bill, and I
agree with what Mr. Fraser has said.
However, the Chair of Veterinary Science
was vacated because the price of stock
was so low that people were not interested in the subject. Now that stock
is realising fair prices breeders can afford
to engage more veterinary surgeons to
attend to the animals.
The Hon. A. M. FRASER.-The farmer
did not have any interest in his stock
because it was of low value, but now he
has an interest because it is of high value.
The Hon. H. V. MACLEOD.-The Chair
of Veterinary Science was abolished
at the University of Melbourne because
no students were coming forward. Now
100 New Australians are available.
They are qualified men who served their
time at this profession in their own
countries, but they cannot practise here.
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The Hon. F. M. THOMAs.-Where did tori·a there are 2,230,948 cattle of which
you get your figures?
1,036,370 are dairy cows. The State has
The Hon. H. V. MACLEOD.-I obtained 1,194,578 other cattle, including 175,000
them from the Minister's speech. During beef cattle. If there were an outbreak
the war Victoria had about twenty veter- of pleuro-pneumonia the loss of stock
inary surgeons. Many men had to work would be considerable. Fortunately there
on their practical experience wi th stock. are more men practising veterinary
For instance I did the whole of the science than was the case 25 years ago,
veterinary work in my district as. a but there is plenty of room for more
"quack." I was called out at all sorts veterinary surgeons. I will give further
of hours in the night and in the day-time statistics relating to stock. In Victoria
to attend to stock belonging to my there are 19,161,043 sheep, 212,901 pigs,
and 200,000 horses. Thus, honorable
neighbors.
members will see there is plenty of scope
The Hon. A. M. FRASER.-At last we for these newcomers.
have seen a "horse doctor" in the
The Hon: A. M. FRAsER.-We are
flesh'!
The Hon. H. V. MAcLEOD.-I have per- wondering why it has taken the f.armers
formed many operations on horses. In so long to 'become alive to this f!latter.
those days there were very few veterinary
The Hon. H. V. MACLEOD.-Australia
surgeons. One travelled from Mildura has 14,121,241 cattle, and approximately
to Camperdown and he had to attend 108,000,000 sheep, 1,195,000 pigs, and
to a tremendous number of stock 1,114,000 horses. Red water or tick fever
throughout the whole of the area. I occurs among stock in the northern parts
main tain that it is essential that these of the Commonwealth. In those parts
foreign veterinary surgeons should be once cattle are branded they are not seen
registered. ' They will have to pass the again until they are rounded up for
same examination as local students in market. There are no fences on the
Victoria, or in Sydney or in Brisbane. It country. There are in the Kimberleys
will be very difficult for them to learn our stock fevers of which we never hear in
language. They will be puzzled to know Victoria.
what some of the farmers are talking
Special cattle, Santa Gertrudis, have
about when using colloquial terms.
been imported into Australia from the
The Hon. F. M. THoMAs.-How did the King Ranch, Texas. There ·are 220 of
newcomers pass any test in Australia?
them, and they are new to this land.
The Hon. H. V. MACLEOD.-It is They could bring in a disease of which
essential that those men should be regis- Australian authorities have not heard.
tered as veterinary surgeons. There are They might have a foot and mouth
47 men studying in either Sydney or disease or they might suffer from the
Brisbane. Of them 22 have been awarded warble fly. A maggot burrows its way
scholarship's by the Victorian Agricul- through the skin of the animal, and when
ture Department, and 25 are paying their it comes out it drops on to the ground.
own expenses. If men are going on the The hide is perforated with holes. So
land they should know something about long as there are qualified men like Dr.
veterinary science otherwtise they will Albiston 'and Colonel Talbot to watch
lose stock. I inoculated many thousands that diseases are n'ot imported into Ausof stock for pleuro-pneumonia in Queens- tralia the industry will be safe, but
land.
nevertheless more trained men are reThe Hon. A. M. FRASER.-It has taken quired here. That -is why these newthe farming community a long time to comers should be registered.
wake up to the importance of veterinary
The Hon. A. M. FRASER.-The 100 new
science, and then only when there are
men
will be a lot to stop foot rot!
foreigners available.
The Hon. H. V. MAcLEOD.-Foot rot
The Hon. H. V. MACLEOD.-The stock
population is increasing, and it is much is very common among sheep and cattle
larger than it was 25 years ago. In Vic- in Australia. I hope that men with
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foreign qualifications will seek registration, although it will be difficult for them
to pass examinations and get used to
Australian conditions. Before a person
seeks registration he must have been
resident in Australia for twelve months,
. and, further, will be required' to pass
another test in three years' time.
The Hon. A. M. FRASER.-That is not
so.
The Hon. H. V. IMAcLEOD.-Any person seeking registration must have
passed a four-year course in his native
country. If veterinary surgeons with
foreign qualifications are registered they
will not squeeze out local veterinarians.
1 consider that men in the stock business
should take a course of veterinary
c;cience. If they obtained that knowledge, they would save much money, and,
if they desired, they would also be able
to practise.
The sitting was suspended at 6.32 p.m.
until 7.53 p.m.

The Hon. H. V. MAcLEOD.-There
are many stock diseases, and it is necessary that there should be many more
veterinary surgeons than were practising
in the past. Recently cat-tle were imported from Texas, and if .the warble
fly or its grub had been introduced at
that time millions of pounds worth of
stock could have been destroyed. However, that imported stock was placed in
quarantine so that no further cattle dis·ease might be introduced into this
·country. As there is 'Such !a great need
for an increase in primary production,
our stock should be given the utmost
protection, because if cattle diseases are
not kept in check by veterinary officers,
anylthing might happen.
Residents of the city of Melbourne
and 'Other large dties are depend~nt on
country people-the city could not live
without the country, neither could the
country live without the city. To produce more food our stock must be protected. During the last war, swine fever,
which is a serious disease, was introduced into Western Australia and New
South Wales ·as a 'result of the importation of pig meat from America. The
Agriculture Denartment took action. ~nd
that disease was stamped out. Further,

the sheep and cattle disease of fluke was
one about which we knew very little
years ago, but now there is a cure for it,
and, as a result, millions of pounds worth
of stock is saved. There are many other
cattle diseases, including tuberculosis..
Veterinary surgeons help to safeguard the health of our children, because they are required to inspect
operaUons in many factories within the
State. If cattle were not inoculated
and tuberculin tested, anything might
happen affecting the health of children.
There is plenty of room for more
veterinary surgeons in Victoria.
The Hon. A. M. FRASER.-If there
were no foreigners with qualifications as
veterinary surgeons, there would be no
one to do this work, beoause in Victoria
we are not educating anyone in
veterinary science.
The Hon. H. V. MAcLEOD.-I repeat
that some years ago stock were worth
very little, but now the stock population
has increased to a large extent. Also,
the .human population is increasing.
With the cutting up of large estates the
country i·s producing more food because
more use '~s being made of the land than
hitherto. Many properties .should not be
cut up, because they are 'Supplying stock
to the rest of the world, and if th·ose
properties are subdivided for soldier
settlement we shall lose those markets.
Such diseases as swine fever and contagious abortion-The Hon. A. M. FRASER.-That seems
topical at the moment.
The Hon. H. V. MAcLEOD.-The latter
disease occurs in stock to a large extent.
I am in accord with the Bill and I consider that members should give it every
support. I think there should be included in this Bill a provision designed
to deal with improper practices. Cattle
owners should certainly be protected
ag.ainst ·any persons who indulge in improper practices in relation to stock.
The doping of racehorses, to which
reference was made earlier in the debate.
can be done. by persons other than
veterinarians. During his second-reading
speech the Minister of Labour said~oth t.h~

.veterinary Board and the Vic-

tOrIa~ ~lvlslOn ~f the Australian Veterinary
~s~oclat!On a:e l~ agreement with the proVISIons In thIS BIll for the registration of
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foreign veterinary graduates. Therefore,
I eommend the Bill asa satisfactory solution of the particular pr.oblems associated
with these foreign veterinary graduates
inasmuch as it will allow competent foreign
veterinarians to practise in this State and,
at the same time, will not lower the standard of the veterinary services which stock
owners are entitled to expect from registered veterinary surgeons.

I consider that this Bill, when passed
into law, should afford proteciion from
malpractices. When the foreign veterinary surgeons have passed the requisite
examination, they will have proved
themselves fully qualified to practise. I
support and ·commend the Bill.

(Foreign Qualification) Bill.

Members of 'the association say that
at present the cattlemen of Victoria are
not "veterinary-minded," and I agree
with that oontention up to a point, since
about ten years ago there were only
eight veterinary surgeons in Victoria
and 'they were called upon to render ser~ice throughout the State.
In fact, if
It had not been for the assistance given
by representatives of some of the
veterinary estabHshments and by country
chemists, I do not know how the cattle
industry would have survived, because
cattlemen were thrown on their own
resources. The Bill seeks ,to amend the
Veterinary Surgeons Act so as to permit
graduates of foreign veterinary schools
to practise in Viotoria. In this State today there are 19,000,000 !Sheep 1360000
dai·ry cows, 1,500,000 fat stock '320'000
pigs, and 200,000 horses. I 'want to
stress how necessary it is to absorb 1:he
foreign veterinarians into the industry.
Up to a point there has not been much
co-opera tion from the Veterinary Board
In the period 1939 to 1945 there were i~
Germany 150 veterinary surgeons to
every 1,000,000 head of live stock. In
Denmark there were 148 to every
1,000,000 head, in France 90 and in
~rea t Brita.in and America 80; 'whereas,
In Austraba, the proportionate number of veterinary surgenns for every
1,000:000.head of live stock was 2.5. The
vetermaTlans from overseas can be
absorbed, and there are only twenty of
them so far as Victoria is concerned.

The Hon. H. C. LUDBROOK (Ballarat
Provin{!e).---I also wish to support this
measure. I ·thank Mr. FiI'aser for his
contribution to the debate and am glad
to know that he approves of the Bill.
Like him, I am a great believer in selfhelp, but I should Like to emphasize, for
the information of the honorable member, that those associated with the
cattle industry have done a marvellous
job and have contributed much to the
economic structure of the country. For
the purpose of replying to certain comments of Mr. Fraser I have obtained some interesting figures. While
I believe in self-help, I desire to be fair.
I find that for the year 1950 the value
of the exports of the meat industry was
£1'18,000,000. Is there any other industry
whose activities have been of such great
benefit to Australia? Cattle raisers have
taken particular care to maintain the
The Hon. F. M. THOMAS.-Where will
standard and the type of their cattle by the others go? I understood that the
importing beasts oosting in the agglre- total number was 80.
ga te many thousands of pounds. One
The Hon. H~ C. LUDBROOK.-There
section consisting of three men has
are
100 in Australia. The twenty in
brought £1,000,000 worth of cattle
into this country, and I think that respect of Victoria have come from uniwill result in revolutionizing the beef in" versities where the standards-I regret
dustry. The owners of Black Poll Here- to say-are as high as those in Australia.
fords have donated 100 buUs a year to One realizes how necessary it is that
th:re should be a Chair of Veterinary
sol~ier .settlers , 'So that the type may be
mamtamed. Following my discussions SCIence and a Veterinary School at the
on this subiect with members of the Vic- University of Melbourne, and I sincerely
torian Division of the Australian trust that, in that event, the school will
Veterinary Association, there is one be on a somewhat higher plane than the
school in New South Wales. The latter
point that l.should like to mention. The functions in relation to a ptoperty of only
assoc~a:tion ~s concerned that foreign
5 acres and, I think, one cow, one horse,
praotItIOners may not be absorbed in the two pigs and a goat. Som~ of these
industry.
foreign veterinary surgeons have come
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from countries where a great deal more
is known about the dairying industry
than is evident in Australia. Denmark
for example, provided Australia with
strain 19 and with the cure for sterility
in dairy cattle.
.
I congratulate the Minister on his
having submitted this Bill to the
House, and I trust that when it becomes operative he will exercise all due
power. Under the jurisdiction of the
Veterinary Board of Victoria an examination will be set by a panel of examiners,
and I hope that the examination will not
be so exacting as to prevent the foreign
graduates from qualifying. The field for
veterinary surgeons in Victoria has been
a close preserve. In my view, the more
veterinary surgeons we obtain the better
it will be for the industry. Stockmen
have a great responsibility in providing
food for a starving world. Unless care
is taken Australia will not be able in a
few years to feed its own people. There
are 700,000 more persons in this country
than there were a few years ago. This
country is sitting on the edge of a precipice and, if another war should break
out, the production of food would be the
first line of defence. Anyone who considers that it 'Would be possible to defend
Australia within her borders has another
" think" coming. I repeat that we must
produce food, and the only way to be
able to do that is to have healthy stock.
To have healthy stock it is necessary to
have skilled veterinary surgeons.
Once again I congratulate the Minister
and I sincerely trust that he will follo~
the example set by the Minister of Agriculture in New South Wales who when
he fell foul of the Veterinary B~ard in
that State, because it just did not come
up to his expectations, started the ball
rolling in his own way. I refer to the
Labour Minister, Mr. Graham, who said
to the Veterinary Board, "I am the
Minister and you are to do as I tell you."
I support this measure.
The Hon. WILI~IAM MacAULAY
(Gippsland Province).-I, too, congratulate the Minister for having submitted this Bill to the House, because,
as I have been in touch with him for
some considerable time past, I know how
keen he has been to bring about the
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result at which this measure aims. It is
mainly through the Minister's exertions
and persistence that the measure is now
before us. I think It is a most desirable measure, because it will assist in
some degree in overcoming the shortage
of veterinary services in country areas.
Many of those men who have come to
our shores with veterinary qualifications
undoubtedly have had ex~ellent training.
In the country areas where they now
reside their help and their advice are
often' sought and, almost invariably,
willingly given. They have proved that
their knowledge is sound. Consequently,
these men are not untried for the purposes of veterinary services in Victoria.
We believe that if they obtain registration they will uphold the standard of Victorian veterinarians. I think the Bill is
very restricted indeed. A person having
foreign qualifications must have been residing in Australia for not less than one
year before this Bill begins to operate, if
he desires to sit for an examination.
Such conditions restrict the scope of
the Bill very much, and mean that the
number of veterinary surgeons who can
come in under the measure is comparatively few. However, the few will
be a very valuable help indeed.
Figures have been given regarding the
number of live stock in Victoria and
Australia. May I remind the House that
in the dairying industry the annual
wastage of dairy cows in this State is
from 25 to 30 per cent.? That is a large
and uneconomic wastage. There is a
natural loss which cannot be overcome, but to say that the 30 per cent.
wastage in the dairying industry is one
that cannot be remedied is to acknowledge defeat.
With sound farming
conditions, together with the proper
feeding of stock and expert veterinary
advice, I am certain that the wastage
can be reduced by 50 per cent. That
would be a considerable gain in view of
the present day price of stock and the
value of produce. If the twenty men who
are expected to engage in practice in
Victoria as the result of the passage of
this measure help to remedy the position
its enactment will have been worth
while.
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I ask the Minister of Labour whether
he can give some indication when the
Act based on this Bill is likely to be proclaimed. Can he give an assurance that
no undue delay will occur?
This
measure is founded on a New South
Wales Act. I understand that examinations will take place this month in that
State. Some of these men who wish to
pass examinations are looking towards
New South Wales as a possible place
where they will have their qualifications
recognized in the Commonwealth. It
would be a great pity if by reason of
the Act not being proclaimed some of
the best of these newcomers were lost
.to Victoria.
That is the reason I
advocate the early proclamation of the
measure.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time and
committed.
Clause 1 was ·agreed to.
Clause 2 (Provision for registration as
veterinary surgeons, after examination,
of certain persons with foreign veterinary qualifications).
The Hon. TREVOR HARVEY (Minister of Labour).-I wish to reply to Mr.
Fraser, who stated that all of a sudden
dairy farmers and stock owners had
awakened to the necessity of there being
more veterinary surgeons in the State.
r have been a member of this House for
nine years, and I know that the Government has had to break down the opposition of the Veterinary Board of Victoria
which desired to keep the profession for
itself. At present there are 47 Victorian
students at the Sydney veterinary college
but it will be some years before they are
available for private practice here. The
previous Government did not tackle the
opposition of the Board but the present
Government has done so, and here is the
Bill.
I regret that the Chair of Veterinary
Science at the University of Melbourne
had to be abandoned, but the authorities
could not keep the school open when
there were no students.
Honorable
members know that the fees charged by
veterinary surgeons were high. I had
to pay £15 15s. to induce one to visit
my farm. When dairy cows cost £5 or
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£6 it was more economic, if an animal
was ill, to let nature take its course, but
to-day with the value of stock so high
it is well to have veterinary aid. I hope
that the faculty will be're-established at
the University of Melbourne, but as the
course is one of five years it would be
a long time before the veterinary college
turned out qualified graduates. In the
meantime the loss of stock might be
terrific, and much of that could be prevented by veterinary aid. Without that
help, herds will not increase, nor Will
production be stimulated.
The Hon. A. G. WARNER (Higinbotham Province).-Paragraph (d) of
the proposed new sub-section (2) of
section 20 of the principal Act provides
that ,a man shall not be registered unless
he has passedan examination held by the Board in such
subjects relating to veterinary surgery and
practice as the Board with the approval of
the Governor in Council determines.

Knowing the attitude of the Board, I
wonder whether the examination will be
delayed, or whether it will be such as to
prevent a candidate from passing it. I
consider that is a danger. Would it not
be safer to provide that the examination
shall be approved by the Governor in
Council? The present attitude of the
Board is, I understand, such as to prevent the State from securing these
veterinary surgeons after Parliament
has passed the Act, but I may have been
incorrectly informed.
The Hon. TREVOR HARVEY (Minister of Labour).-When the Bill has
been passed we shall take the necessary
action to proclaim this Act, and the
Minister of Agriculture will appoint a
Board of examiners. Then he will see
that it ha~ the right type of men. Some
of them might wish to make the examination so hard that few of the candidates
Gould pass, but the Government realizes
the necessity of having these extra trained
men. When there was trouble in New
South Wales with the Veterinary Board
the Minister of that St'ate dissolved that
body and reconstituted it. I think the
Minister 'Of Agriculture in Victoria would
take a similar course, if he considered it
necessary.
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The Hon. A. M. FRASER (Melbourne in Victoria. It is not possible that there
North Province).-1 desire to make may be an over-supply of veterinary
some comments on the Minister's obser- surgeons?
vations. I understood him to say that
The Hon. A. G. WARNER.-That will be
this Government had at long last broken be the day!
down the close preserve of the VeteriThe Hon. R. R. RAWSON.-1s that
nary Board, and hence the Bill is
before Parliament. I do nqt know what number likely to come to Victoria?
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES.-With tuberthe Board has to do with the matter,
·because it is purely a registration Board, culin testing to be undertaken in Victoria
like the Medical Board. If there had an increased number of veterinary
been a Chair of Veterinary Science at the surgeons will be required. There is no
University of Melbourne students would danger of an over-supply of those men.
have gone there, and having gained
The Hon. R. R. RAWSON .-Note the
their degree of bachelor of veterinary view expressed by the Mini'ster of Public
science would have been automatically Works.
registered by the Veterinary Board.
The Hon. TREVOR HARVEY (MinisThe Bill gives the right to a limited
number of persons to sit for a prescribed ter of Labour).-The Department of
examination. I understand that when Agriculture employs 25 veterinary
surgeons. They are doing Government
these foreign gentlemen have 'been . work and cannot practise outside the
successful in the ex.amination for which
they sit, Victoria will have twenty more Department. There are 54 veterinary
surgeons practising privately in the rural
veterinary surgeons.
areas. At present 47 Victorian veterinThe Hon. TREVOR HARVEY.-Victoria ary students are attending the Sydney
might have more. There are 100 of university, and I take it that being Victhese men in Australia.
torians they will return here. As Victoria
The Hon. A. M. FRASER.-1 under- and New South Wales propose to permit
stand that that will probably give 2.7 foreign veterinary surgeons to practise
veterinary surgeons per million of the most of them will present themselves
live 'Stock population, whereas other in those States in order to pass the
countries have 80 or 100.
Under examinations. . It will be a matter
the Bill the Government is doing for the men themselves to decide in
nothing to overcome the lag. Has which State they will live and practise.
the Government any proposal to in- It will be many years before there is a
culcate in the students of Victoria sufficient number of veterinary surgeons
the vital necessity of undergoing this in Victoria.
training and also of giving them enThe Hon. G. L. CHANDLER.-Will any
couragement by re-establishing the chair of those men be able to practise in
at the University of Melbourne. I also Western Australia on the Victorian
ask the honorable gentleman why the registra tion ?
Government did not include in section
The Hon. TREVOR HARVEY.-No.
17 of the Act a proposal to enable the
The clause was agreed to.
Board to deal with persons guilty of
misconduct in a professional capacity.
Clause 3 (Examination and registraHas the Government considered that tion fees to be fixed by regulation).
question?
The Hon. A. M. FRASER (Melbourne
The Hon. R. R. RAWSON (Southern North Province) .~Win the Minister of
Province) .-1 thought the idea was that Labour honour me with the courtesy of
there would be only about twenty more a reply to a question I a'sked him on two
veterinary surgeons as a result of the occasions-in the course of my secondpassage of this legislation but, according reading speech and when I made some
to what the Minister of Labour has said, observations on clause 2. If the Minispersons with these qualifications may ter is unable to give the answer, let him
come from other States in Australia, and say so, but merely out of courtesy he
100 or more may enter the profession
should reply to me.
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The HOD. TREVOR HARVEY (Minister of Labour).-If Mr. Fraser will
repeat his question, I will do my best to
answer it.
The HOD. A. M. FRASER (Melbourne
North Province).-For the third time I
ask-has the GovE"rnment given any considera Hon to amending 'section 17 of the
Veterinary Surgeons Act 1928 to include
misconduct in a professional capacity as
a ground for removal of a practitioner
from the register?
The Hon. TREVOR HARVEY (Minister of Labour) .-The Government did
consider the matter, but the Victorian
Division oj the Australian Veterinary
Association desired the suggested provision to apply unly to foreign veterinarians, and not to members of that
association. As that body was not prepared to have the provision made
universal, the Government took no
further action.
The Hon. A. M. FRASER (Melbourne
North Province).-The statement of the
Minister of Labour is not in accordance with a circular distributed by the
Victorian Division of the Australian
Veterinary Ass{)ciation, which indicated
that the association desired section 17 of
the Act to be amended to include all
veterinarians.
The clause was agreed to.
The Bill was reported to the House
without amendment, and passed through
its remaining stages.
STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION
(APPLIANCES) BILL. .
The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE (Minister of Housing).-I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill provides for amendments to
sections 7 and 8 of the State Electricity
Commission Act 1934 to introduce in
Victoria a scheme providing for complete reciprocity with all States in regard
to the approval of electrical equipment
sold, exposed or advertised for sale, or
hire. The proposed scheme has been
developed as a result of the experience
gained in the operation of approvals
systems in the various States and has
been accepted in principle after many
conferences by the statutory electricity
authority in each State.

(Appliances) Bill.

Although for many years statutory
bodies and the major electricity supply
authorities conducted systematic tests
for the purpose of assessing the suitability of materials and equipment
for use in electrical installations, no
mandatory system of approval of electrical equipment operated in Australia
prior to that inaugurated in 1934 by the
State ElectriCity Commission of Victoria
under legislation passed in that year. In
1935 approvals legislation was enacted
in New South Wales and was followed by
corresponding enactments in Queensland
in 1938, in South Australia in 1940, in
Tasmania in 1944, and in Western Australia in 1946.
In Victoria the initial step taken to
give effect to the legislation was the
appointment in December, 1934, of an
Electrical Approvals Board consisting of
a chairman appointed by the State Electricity Commission and six members representative of supply undertakers,
wholes'ale electrical trades of Victoria,
manufacturers in Victoria of electrical
goods, electrical contractors, fire underwri ters and the workers in the electrical
trade. The function of the Board is to
examine and test a sample of each article
and to make recommendations to the
State Electricity Commissi'Jn with respect
to the granting or withholding of approval. The inaugural meeting of the
Electrical Approvals Board was held on
the 18th of December, 1934, and since
then with very few exceptions weekly
meetings have been held.
So far, 28 classes of electrical articles,
including all portable appliances commonly used in the home and most accessories required for electrical installations,
for example, plugs and plug sockets, wall
switches, lamp holders and adaptors,
have been brought within the scope of
the Act. Those types of articles prescribed for approval by the Governor in
Council cannot be lawfully sold in Victoria unless t~ey have been approved.
Through differences in the basic legislation and associated regulations the
existing systems of approval in the
various States have functioned somewhat
differently, but over the years the practice
in the various States has tended tp converge.
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Since 1940 efforts have been made to
devise a uniform system which would be
acceptable to the State authorities as well
as to the electrical industry. Under the
auspices of the Electricity Supply Association of Australia, on which the
statutory authorities of all six States are
represented, the matter of securing uniformity in approvals legislation and procedure has been examined in recent years
and, as a result, a scheme was finally
evolved which was acceptable to the
various State statutory authorities.
. One of the basic principle3 of this
scheme is that recognition be given by
each of the other States to an approval
granted in the State where the article
was originally examined Clnd tested and
found to comply with recognized standards. Whereas at present a manufacturer or importer is required to submit
a sample article in each State for examination and testing, under the new scheme
he will only be required to do so in the
one State.
In order that the Commission may
recognize the approvals granted in other
States an appropriate provision is included in this Bill. The other amendments contained in the Bill provide for
the exercise of control over the hiring as
well as the sale of appliances, and so on,
and also for the compulsory marking of
appliances. These provisions are necessary to safeguard the public from obtaining unapproved and possibly dangerous
articles of electrical equipment.
This measure, which is ·.::omplementary
to steps being taken in other States will,
in effect, est·ablish a nation-wide approvals procedure. It is a progressive
measure long awaited and will be greatly
welcomed by the electrical industry.
Although the provisions of this Bill have
been resolved to fairly simple issues there
has been considerable thought and a great
deal of effort and discussion, as members
would readily appreciate, to get uniform
outlook and more or less common procedures in the six Australian States.
The new procedure will be particularly
appreciated by manufacturers, importers
and merchandizers of electrical equipment in Australia, and representative
organizations have endorsed and are, in
fact, anxiously awaiting the establish-
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ment of the scheme for reciprocity
between the various States. I commend
the Bill for the approval of the House.
It is a simple measure, the passage of
which will have a good effect not only
on the industry but also in the interests
of the public. The adoption of uniform
safety measures will protect the public
and the trade.
The Hon. P. L. COLEMAN (Melbourne West Province).-I support the
Bill, which I consider is an extremely
good measure. I cannot understand
why a Bill with similar objects was not
introduced some time ago. I am pleased
to learn that the State Electricity Commission of Victoria has taken the
initiative in the. introduction of a
standardized system of approvals in the
Commonwealth. That body was the
first semi-Government instrumentality to
move for the passing of the necessary
legislation, which was enacted in the
year 1934. Other States have followed
suit, although it was not until the
year 1946 that Western Australia came
into line. This is a most desirable piece
of legislation.
A system of approvals is necessary
because of the great danger that arises
through the use of faulty electrical
appliances and because of the danger of
fire breaking out. The very low incidence of accidents, considering the
number of electrical appliances in use
at present and their increasing popularity every year, is a testimony to the
foresight of the State Electricity Commission in sponsoring this legislation.
It seemed foolish to me when I
learned that, in order to have an electrical appliance manufactured in Victoria approved for use throughout the
Commonwealth, it was necessary to go
through the procedure of submitting a
sample and getting an approval in each
State. If a competent Board such as
that which operates in Victoria were to
approve of the use of an appliance, all
the other States should immediately
follow suit .. The passing of the Bill will
bring about this result. I understand
that much time has been taken over this
question and a number of conferences
have been held to bring the States into
conformity. That fact is not uncommon,
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because petty State jealousies are introduced even into such a simple, commonsense matter as this. I commend the
Government and the State Electricity
Commission in taking this action, and
compliment them on being responsible
for the introduCtion of uniformity
throughout Australia. I have much
pleasure in supporting the Bill.
The Hon. A. G. WARNER (Higinbotham Province).-I also support the
Bill, which is in two parts. One deals
with the question of hire-purchase contracts and sales, and means that one may
not connect any appliance of poor
quality to the power unless it has been
approved in the same way as if it had
actually been sold instead of having been
let on hire. That is more or less a consequential amendment. Concerning the
other matter, I congratulate the Goyernment upon the introduction of a uniform
system of approval of electrical
appliances throughout the 'Commonwealth.
Those members of the House who are.
not familiar with the performance that
used to obtain in previous circumstances
should have some understanding of what
happened. A manufacturer would design
a new pop-up toaster, or something of
that type, and would then send it,
according to the State in which he lived,
to the local Board. In due course, it
would be examined and sent back with
the necessary amendments and requirements to bring it up to the standard
desired. After it had been resubmitted
and in due course reconsidered, it might
be returned with a few more amendments, alterations and requirements and
eventually it would be approved for use
in that State, and the- manufacturer
would commence to sell it.
Then he would find that it was necessary to approach the other States; if he
did not have samples available he would
have to make them one at a time and
follow the same process, very often finding that something required as an
amendment of the article by State" A "
would be rejected by St,ate "B." It
might take twelve months to get each
State into line with 'Some simple appliance. If the manufa.cturer was still
operating at that time, he could then go
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ahead. The trade will be pleased to learn
that the approval of an item in one State
will 'apply to all States. That will save
the expenditure of money on tooling and
will facilitate the manufacture of
modern electrical appliances. I also
commend the Bill to the House.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time, and
passed through its remaining stages.
ADJOURNMENT.
The Hon. P. T. BYRNES (Minister of
Public Works).-By leave, I move--That the House, at its rising, adj,ourn
until Tuesday next.

The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 8.50 p.m. until
,£uesdaYJ September 16.

fJEGISLATIVE ASSEl\fBLY.
Tuesday, September 9, 1952.

The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis)
took the chair at 4.14 p.m., and read the
prayer.
.
FOOTSCRAY AND DISTRICT
HOSPITAL.
EXPENDITURE.
Mr. O'CARROLL (Clifton Hill) asked
the Minister of Health1. How much had been expended at the
30th of June, 1952, upon the erection of the
new Footscray hospit.al?
2. What was the hospital's contribution
towards this amount?
3. What proportion of the total cost is to
be met by the Government?

Mr. FULTON (Minister of Health).Theanswet's are-1. £611,797 11s. 8d.

2. £85,023 1s. 11d.
3. To date, the nmount of the cost to be
met by the Government is £796,000. Based
strictly on formula-75 per cent. of cost-the Government commitment would be
£749,802. Nevertheless, it is a recognized
practice that where a hospital committee's
share exceeds the fund providing capacity
(.and response) of a local community, the
Hospitals and Charities Commission has a
duty to make an appropriate adjustment.
The responsibility of the committee of the
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Footscray and District Hospital is now fixed
at £130,000 in respe.ct of the building, plus
a substantial contribution-75.5 per cent.towards the cost of furniture, furnishings,
and equipment. For the furniture and
furnishings approved to date, the committee
has been required to provide £14,162 and
the Government £3,753.

EDUCATION.
COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT
SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME.

Mr. LEMMON (Williamstown) asked
the Minister of State Development, for
the Minister of Education1. If the Minister will lay on the table
of the Library the file relating to the transfer from the Federal Government to the
State Government of the administration
of the Commonwealth Government scholarship scheme inaugurated by the Chifley
Administration, which provided for 3,000
university free places each year, and certain
maintenance allowances?
2. What living-away Dllowances are paid
under this scheme to country and metropolitan students, respectively?
3. Whether the Federal Government
guaranteed the finance to meet this State's
cost of administering the scheme; if so,
whether such finance is received as a
separate payment?
4.
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4. What faculties are open to students
under the scheme?
5. How many Victortan students were
allotted places in each such faculty during
the years 1951 and 1952, respectively?
6. Whether the Victorian Government has
received any assurance that the Federal
Government will make provision for the progressive increase in the number of scholarships available under the scheme until all
student seats at the university are occupied
by free place holders, and that existing
maintenance' provisions will continue?

Mr. R. T. WHITE (Minister of State
Development).-The Minister o·f Education has furnished the following
replies:1. Arrangements have been made to have
this file laid on the table of the Library.

2. Living allowances at present paid are.
as follows:Students living at home-up to £149 lOs.
per annum.
Students living aw,ay from home-up to
£214 lOs. Der annum.
3. The Federal Government has guaranteed the cost of admmistration of the
scheme. These costs are made as separate
payments to the State in the form of
advances.
Institution.

Course.

Bachelor of Arts
" Aero Engineering
" Agricultural Science
Architecture
" Chemical Engineering
" Civil Engineering
Commerce
"
" Dental Science
Diploma. of Dietetics
Bachelor of Electrical Engineering
Diploma of Journalism
Bachelor of Laws
" Mechanical Engineering
" Medicine
" Metallurgical Engineering
" Mining
"
" :Music
Diploma of Physical Education
"
" Public Administration
Bachelor of Science
"
" Science (Forestry)
Diploma of Social Studies
Bachelor of Surveyil1g
., Veterinary Science

University

Teacher Training

Mercer House, Malvern
Presentation College, Elsternwick
Salesian College, Sunbury
Sisters of Mercy College, Ascot Vale
Sisters of Mercy College, Ballarat

Nursing Course

College of Nursing,

Melbourn~
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4--continued.
Institution.

Course.

Infant Welfare Nursing

..

..

"

"

Mothercraft Home and Infant Welfare Training
School, Carlton. '
Tandara Welfare and Mothercraft Training Sohool.
East Melbourne
Tweddle Baby Hospital, Footscray
Presbyterian Babies' Home, Camberwell

Oocupational Therapy

..

..

..

Occupational Therapy School, South Yarra

Physiotherapy

..

..

..

Masseurs' Registration Board, Melbourne

Speech Therapy

..

"

Psychiatric Clinic, Children's Hospital, Carlton

Optometry

..

"

..
..
..

..

Kindergarten Training College, Kew.

..

.,

Victorian College of Pharmacy, Melbourne

..

.,

Technical Schools

Kindergarten Teaching
Pharmacy

..

..

Diploma of Architecture
Art
" " Science
" " Engineering

..
..

..
..
..

..

Australian CoUege of Optometry, Melbourne

"

"

5.
Course.

University CoursesAgricultural Science
Architecture
Arts
Commerce
Diploma of Public Administration
Dental Science ..
Diploma of Education
Physical
Diploma
of
Education
Engineering
Journalism
Law
Medicine
Music
Science ..
Social Studies
Surveying
Science (Veterinary)
Science (Forestry)
Articled Clerks ..
Dietetics
Technical School Courses
Other CoursesKindergarten Teaching
Occupational Therapy
Optometry
Pharmacy
Physiotherapy
Teacher Training
Speech Therapy ..
Total

6. No.

Awarded

Awarded

1951.

1952.

44

37
307
109
94
10

31
13
. 127
92
1
31

9
195

3
llO

161
493
28
176
31
1

78
168
14
76

2

3

3

2
8
2

3

4
1

173

103

4
21
6
97
46
4
6

4
27
1
49
26
5
6

2,058
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RURAL FINANCE CORPORATION.
LOANS.

Mr. LECKIE
Treasurer-

(Evelyn)

asked

the

What was the number and the total
amount of loans made during the years
1950-51 and 1951-52, respectively, by the
Rural Finance Corporation to assist-(a)
primary production; and (b) secondary
industry in rural areas?

Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The answer is(a)

(b)

Primary Production-Year 1950-51,
374 loans totalling £745,786; year
1951-52, 361 loans totalling £781,296.
Secondary' Industry-Year 1950-51,
37 loans totalling £669,483; year
1951-52, 39 loans totalling £801,200.

KYNETON DISTRICT HOSPITAL.
REQUEST FOR FILE.

Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-I desire to
ask the Minister of Health a question
without notice, and I wish to thank the
honorable gentleman for permitting this
question to be asked without notice. The
Minister of Health has made arrangements to provide me with the file relating
to the Kyneton District Hospital that was
used in the House last Wednesday. I
now ask him this question: Will he lay
on the table of the Library the file
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relating to the Kyneton District Hospital
which is in the hands of the Hospitals
and Charities Commission?
Mr. FULTON (Minister of Health).If the honorable member for Carlton will

let me know the particular file he re·
quires, I will endeavour to have it laid
on the table of the Library to-night.
CHILDREN'S WELFARE
DEPARTMENT.
INCARCERATION OF Two CHILDREN IN
GAOL.
Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo).-I wish to
move the adjournment of the House for
the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely,
"the administration of the Children·s
Welfare Department which resulted in
the incarceration of two children in
gao!."
Approval of the proposed discussion
was indicated by the required number
of members rising in their places, as
specified in the Standing Order.
lUre GALVIN (Bendigo).-I feel sure
tha.t all members share my regret for
the necessity of raising this matter in
the House. However, it cannot be overlooked that while we are discussing it in
this Chamber, there are two girls, one
aged fifteen years and the other aged
thirteen years, at present languishing
behind the prison walls at Pentridge.
In this debate we have an opportunity
to focus attention on the weakness of
the administration of the Chief Secretary and of one of his Departments.
Public opinion has been shocked by
what has been revealed in these two
pathetic cases. We should approach the
problem from the angle that personally
we do not think that these girls have
sinned so much against society as
society is at present sinning against
them. It had been my intention to ask
a series of questions without notice
relative to this unfortunate happening,
but the Chief Secretary felt that in view
of the fact that he did not have sufficient
time to prepare the answers he would
be embarrassed.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-No, I did not say
that.
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Mr. GALVIN.-I was trying to be fair
and to start the debate on a reasonably
high plane, but it is evident that the
Chief Secretary is not prepared to discuss the subject in that light. I did not
intend to say that the Chief Secretary
told me that I was not playing the game
in presenting my questions at this stage,
as he had to have the answers prepared
and he did not have time in which to
prepare them.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-That was not so.
Mr. GALVIN.-Then what did the
Chief Secretary say?
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
-The Chief Secretary will have an
opportunity of presenting his case later
in the debate.
Mr. GALVIN.-The Chief Secretary
said, "If I answer the questions the
Speaker will not permit me to answer
them at such length as I may desire." I
said, "All right, but this matter has
received attention in the press since last
Thursday, when I mentioned that I
would .raise the matter in the House, and
I thought you would be well acquainted
with the facts." He replied, "I do not
think that is the position at all. I think
it is a matter of you and Barry trying
to preserve your places in the party."
I said to the Chief Secretary, "We will
move for the adjournment of the House
to give you an opportunity of preserving
your position in Parliament."
Mr. BARRy.-It did not take very long
for me to be linked up with it.
Mr. DODGSHUN (to Mr. Galvin).Apparently you do not mind how you
use words.
Mr. GALVIN.-I have indicated
exactly what was said.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-You have not indicated exactly what was said, and I
happen to have witnesses to that, too.
Mr. GALVIN.-I have not yet said
anything
offensive
to
the Chief
Secretary. If he is· going to be so
thin-skinned it shows that he is
temperamentally unfitted to hold the
position of Chief Secretary. One would
expect that I would be permitted to discuss this question on a high plane. From
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the inception of this particular question
the Chief Secretary has maintained that
he has no power to release these two unfortunate children from gaol. According
to a paragraph in the Herald last night
when the Chief Secretary was asked
whether the Government was likely to
release the girls he replied, " We have no
power to do anything, not even to turn
them away, as they were committed to
Pentridge by the court."
There are certain provisions in the
Children'S Court Act and the Justices
Act to which I shall refer. My party
is concerned to know what circumstances
there were to justify the Crown asking
for a remand for fourteen days in
the cases of these two girls, when
the provisions relating to the limitation
of remand periods under the Justices
Act specifically state that a remand for
only eight days can be granted. Section
54 of the Justices Act providesIf from the absence of witnesses or from
any other reasonable cause it becomes
necessary or advisable to defer the examination or further examination of the
witnesses for any time, the justice before
whom the accused person appears or is
brought may either admit such accused
person to bail upon his entering into a
recognizance . . . . or may by warrant
from time to time remand such person for
such time as he thinks fit (not exceeding
eight clear days) . . . .

We are now confronted with a set
of circumstances whereby possibly
hardened criminals are protected under
the Justices Act to a remand limit of
eight days whereas the two unfortunate
children to whom I have referred could
be remanded for fourteen days. One
aspect that is causing the Opposition
grave concern and which has led to the
moving of the adjournment motion is the
fact that we do not know all the circumstances. These two children came before
the court and were without legal representation. I presume that if the child
of any member had been placed in a
similar position it would have been
represented legally-to see that it was
able to obtain to the full the benefits
prescribed by the law, which can be
administered mercifully. However, these
gids are wards 'Of the State and we do
not know the circumstances that brought
Mr. GaZvin.
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about the present remarkable position.
I refer members to sub-section (4) of
secti'On 19 of the Children's Court Act,
which prescribes, inter aliaWhen such child is apprehended pending
the hearing of the charge or information
or during any adjournment of the hearing
thereof such child may be admitted to bail
but if not admitted to 'bail shall be disposed
of in one of the following ways:(a) Such child may be taken when practicable expedient or convenient to
one of the receiving homes situate
in the Royal Park near Melbourne
and placed therein;
(b) when not so practicable expedient
or convenient 'having regard to
distance the condition or state of
health or the welfare of such child
such child may be placed with some
respectable person or persons and
such arrangements or agreements
may be made by a proibation officer
or a member of the Police Force as
may be necessary or proper with
such person or persons for the care
atld maintenance of such child by
them . . . .

The Chief Secretary has acted under
the most vicious of the provisions, because paragraph (c) of sub-section (4)
providesWhen none of the above-mentioned
methods of detaining such child is available
or practicable or where the charge pending
against such child is of so serious a nature
that his safe custody is a matter of paramount importance such child may be placed
in a gaol or the lock-up of a police station
but must be kept apart from other prisoners.

Evidently the Chief Secretary is hiding
behind sub-section (4) of section 19 of
the Act.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-If he complied with
that provision.
Mr. GALVIN.-That is true. In my
opinion section 35 of the Children's Court
Act also has an important bearing upon
this case. The Chief Secretary is faced
with four ·alternatives one of which is the
committal of the child to a receiving
home, such as the home at Royal Park-it is the institution generally used for
these purposes-or to some other establishment. When that action is not practicable the child can be admitted to bail
or released in the care of a probation
officer; or, if there i-s a charge pending,
the child can be locked up in a police

Ohildren's Welfare [9

SEPTEMBER,

station or in a gaol, where it must be
segregated from adults. Section 35 lays
it down that(1) The Governor in Council may make
regulatlons~a) appointing
places in Victoria for
the detention of children under
sentence of imprisonment separate
and apart from those appointed for
the reception of adult prisoners.

The Chief Secretary had the power to
ask the Governor in Council to make a
regulation prescribing some other place
than a gaol for the reception of these
two children, and the fact that such
action was not taken, I submit, is a
severe indictment of the Administration.
Doubtless it will be said tha:t the two
girls in question -are incorrigible and
hard to control. The magistrate who
presided at the Children's Court, I understand, was -a gentleman named Slattery,
and he remanded these Itwo children for
fourteen days so that they could be
given a medical e~amination of a
psychiatric character. But they were remanded behind the walls of Pentridge.
I repeat that one of other more suitable
places could have been gazetted under
section 35 of -the Children's Cour.t Act,
for the holding of the examination and
the giving of appropriate treatment.
Pentridge is not the proper place. When
a prisoner takes sick in Pentridge, he is
transfeNed to the Royal Melbourne Hospital or to the mental institution at
Ararat, or some other such place, if
sufferi;ng from mental illness.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-They seldom come
out from the lalst-mentioned places. Do
you want us to do that with these girls?
Mr. GALVIN.-Members of my party
and the pubHc generally are not happy
about what has ,been done by 'the Chief
Secretary. If rthese girls cannot be
treated for mental illness at Pentridge,
what is the use of slen-ding them there to
My opinion
undergo such treatment?
has been confirmed by the views e~
pressed by members of the medical professi,on that this action ,will most likely
have a devastating effect upon the future
approach of these two girls to society,
because punitive instead of curative
action has been taken. A proper approach has not been made to their mental outlook, and the easy way has been
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adopted-" We will send ·them to Pentridge!" All members could name other
places where these gi:rls could have been
examined. For instance they could have
been segregated at Royal Park in order
to receive medical treatment. I do not
know whether conditions there have improved, but my knowledge of that in!':!titution goes back 36 years, to the time
I visited it as a lad. My mother was an
officer of the Department and was domiciled in the ·area. I feel certain that at
Royal Park these· girls could have been
given the treatment and atitention that
the stipendiary magistrate felt they
should receive. It is ridiculous to say
that they could not have been segregated
at the Royal Park home. I remember
seeing that certain room.s had bars over
the windows. These girls could not
have escaped. The Chief Secretary and
the Department have adopted this attitude: "This is the easiest way for us;
send them to gaol, and see what can be
done there." Members of the Opposition
want to know whether the avenues opened
by section 19 and section 35 of the Children's Court Act have been fully explored
to obviate the slur cast upon society
of thrusting two young girls into prison.
It is strange that the ·approach to child
delinquency in the case of a girl is
different fr,om the case of a boy. Boys
break windows, and I believe that is the
offence that these girls are alleged to
have committed. With a boy, it is
generally said that" Boys will be boys."
However, when a girl commits a misdemeanour, society wants to wreak vengeance upon her. Our approach to the
male appears to be more humane than It.O
the female. An adult male may commit
two or three offences, but still be Tegarded as being reasonably respectahle.
However, if a woman from the lower
strata of society-I do not refer to the
"higher ups," because the committal of
some crimes appears to be the open
sesame with them-commits one misdemeanour, she becomes a social outcast.
In the case of these two girls, their mental approach to society will become
warped.
Let us go back to last year when
this Government had placed upon the
scaffold and hanged a woman named
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Jean Lee. That was the first hanging of
a female that had taken place in Victoria down the years. When we compare
the background of Jean Lee and that of
one of these girls, we find that the life
story of the latter is a carbon copy of
the social history of Jean Lee until she
was fifteen years of age. Despite the
unfair innuendoes that were cast on Jean
Lee, some of us thought that society must
accept much of the responsibility for the
position in which that unfortunate
woman was placed. In our approach to the
problem of these two girls, we are perpetua ting the same standard of ethics
and morals as was applied in the case
of Jean Lee. I believe that one of the
heinous offences committed by one of the
girls-she is thirteen years of age-was
th'at she escaped from two policemen. Am
I to be told that a girl is so bad that two
policemen cannot hold her?
Mr. DODGSHUN.-Which girl?
Mr. GALVIN.-The Chief Secretary
should know; he is in possession of all
the facts.
.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-I have heard so many
untrue stories about these girls, that I
am wondering if you can supply the
information.
Mr. GALVIN.-I have not heard anything from the Chief Secr~tary, and that
is why this motion has been !:iubmi tted.
When I spoke on the matter last week
and referred to the girls being at Pentridge the Chief Secretary, very arrogantly, said, " I suppose that, if a penal
institution were erected in the electorate
which you represent, you would cry to
high heaven." Following that remark
of the honorable gentleman the Hansard
report reads as followsMr. GALVIN.-The Government is putting
such an institution there now. I would
rather suffer that, however, than countenance the treatment that has been meted out
to the girl to whom I hav~ referred.
Mr. LECKIE.-Why did you not do something about the matter?
Mr. GALVIN.-I knew nothing about it
until I read the newspaper.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-Neither did I.
Mr. GALVIN.-What has the Chief Secretary done about getting the girl out of
Pentridge?
Mr. DODGSHuN.-Never mind.
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When public opinion was so outraged
at what had happened, the honorab1e
gentleman, when asked what he was
going to do about it, impertinently said,
"Never mind." We are endeavouring to
prove to the Chief Secretary to-day that
we do mind, and it is sincerely to be
hoped that his colleagues in Cabinet 'also
mind.
I should like the Chief Secretary to
inform the House whether, in view of the
specific provisions of sub-section (4) of
section 19 of the Children's Court Act,
the girls have been segregated from other
prisoners, and if so, in what quarters,
and what provision has been made for
their meals and exercise. The Opposition
and the members of the public want to
know these things. I appeal to the Chief
Secretary to take advantage of section 35
of the Children's Court Act by prescribing some other place, which is !lot a gaol,
in which these girls can be examined and
trea ted. They may require not only
mental but also surgical treatment, and
behind the walls of Pentridge is not the
proper place for that treatment to be
given. Treatment should be carried out
in a different atmosphere so that they
will be given another approach and outlook to society. If the two girls endeavour to escape from Pentridge, I expect they will be entitled to be shot down,
and, if that occurred, one could imagine
what would happen to their mental outlook. It will become warped because of
their association with a prison. I ask the
Chief Secretary not to look at the regula tions that are used to excuse the present pbsition but to examine the other
sections of the Act the operation of which
can overcome the unfortunate position.
Other means can be found of dealing
with these girls. I have not been convinced by any ,of the statements in the
press, and I hope the Chief Secretary
can overcome my fears, that these two
girls have been incarcerated for corrective reasons and not because of some
punishment being imposed upon them.
It may be said that the same set of
circumstances has arisen during the term
of previous Governments, but our attention has not been directed to such a case
before this occasion. However, now that
a case has been brought to our notice it
is incumbent upon us to face up to the
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position and to find some meam; whereby
the girls can be given mental treatment
which is so essential.
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
-The time allowed the honorable member has expired.
On the motion of Mr. McDONALD
(Premier and Treasurer), the Standing
Orders were suspended to enable the
honorable member for B~ndigo to continue his speech for 10 minutes.
Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo).-I thank
honorable members for their indulgence.
The time is opportune for the Government to re-orientate its approach to the
problem of child delinquency. It was
thought by the stipendiary magistrate
who remanded the two girls for fourteen
days-despite the fact that' the Justices
Act lays down a maximum of eight days
-that they required mental examination
and treatment, and perhaps some surgical
treatment. The Government should take
over a building and convert it into an
institution in which child delinquents
may be treated. The present is an
opportune time to do that, because the
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board is disposing of hostels which have
been used for the housing of immigrants.
Surely the Government can take over
one or two of those hostels and convert
them into establishments to which girls
such as these can be committed for
.psychiatric treatment and examination,
so that ultimately they may become
decent citizens.
I am sure that Dr. Cunningham Dax
would be only too pleased to advise the
Government in this matter.
Unless
something is done immediately, we will
again be confronted with an unfortunate
happening such as the case of Jean Lee.
I appeal to the Chief Secretary to use
all his power to implement section 35 of
the Children's Court Act to meet the
cases of these girls.
I realize that
a very strong case can be built up to
show how difficult girls aged thirteen
and fifteen years are to handle, how incorrigible they are, how they kick,
scratch and bite. However, when their
unfortunate background is examined
their present mental approach can be
appreciated. If the Chief Secretary

Department.

1803

takes over a building for conversion to
an institution in which child delinquents
can be treated he will have the support
of all members, and society will owe
to him some thanks. However, I say to
the' Chief Secretary: Whatever else may
be done, for goodness sake get these two
girls out of gaol, and do not let the
people of the State be shocked, as they
are, at the girls languishing behind the
walls of Pentridge where the most
hardened criminals are incarcerated.
It is said that the girls are segregated
from the other prisol1ers, but I am
led to believe that the only way in
which that can be done at Pentridge is
to place them in solitary confinement,
which is done usually only in the case of
the most hardened criminals.
I appeal to the Chief Secretary, on
behalf of all women's organizations and
members of the community, and particularly on behalf of the girls themselves,
to get these girls out of their present
atmosphere immediately. Under section
35 of the Children's Court Act, the Chief
Secretary has power to gazette regulations and to appoint a place where girls
under sentence of imprisonment can be
placed, which could include the Royal
Park home or a hospital, or anywhere
else. I make an earnest appeal to the
Chief Secretary, and I feel sure that if
he is prepared to take such steps he will
earn the tHanks of a very grateful
community .
Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).I am placed in a position which I have
strenuously and seriously tried to avoid.
As Chief Secretary, it is my duty to safeguard the interests of the wards of the
State, as far as is possible. Much ado
has been made about the two cases cited
by the honorable member for Bendigo.
The notice of motion that the honorable
member handed to me was worded a
little differently from that which was
read to the House by the Speaker.
Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo).-On a point
of order. The word "unfortunately"
was omitted from the text of the motion
at the direction of'the Speaker.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-! dare say ! can
refer to something that happened in the
precincts of the House, the same as has
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been done by the honorable member for
Bendigo. I am giving my interpretation
of the matter, and, until the Speaker
stops me, 1 am entitled to proceed, and
I shall do so. The text of the motion
that was handed to me in the precincts
of the House, where a conversation took
place, to which I shall not refer at the
moment, read-

Department.

I desire to move the adjournment of the
House to discuss a matter of urgent public
importance, namely, the administration of
the Children's Welfare Department, which
unfortunately resulted in the incarceration
of two children in gaol.

Mr. DODGSHUN.-I listened to the
honorable member without interrupting
him. This Government will not be found
wanting in this affair. The honorable
member tried to draw a red herring
across the track. He quoted certain
parts of section 19 of the Children's
Court Act, but 'l shall read the subsection under which these girls have been
dealt with, and give the House their
histories. Unfortunately, I shall have
to do that. I have tried to refrain from
doing it while this agitation has been in
progress.

The word "unfortunately" has been
taken out.

Mr. GALVIN.-What about section 35
of the Children's Court Act?

The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
-1 do not wish to interrupt the Chief
Secretary, but in confirmation of what
the honorable member for Bendigo has
said and to avoid any misunderstanding,
I point out that the word "unfortunately" was removed at my desire because its use did not comply with the
generally accepted terms of the Standing
Orders. That is why the word was
deleted.

Mr. DODGSlHUN.-I ask the honorable member not to sidetrack his argument. I shall read sub-'section (6) of
section 19 of the Children's Court Act.

Mr. DODGSHUN.-I am not questioning your decision, Sir, but apparently
the honorable member for Bendigo and
his party had grave doubts when they
formulated the motion as to the justice
of its terms. I assert that by this motion
the honorable member and 'his party are
doing untold harm to the two girls. All
that they have ~.dvanced i·s supposition.
They have spoken of section 19 of the
Children's Court Act. I desire to point
out that this motion is in wrong form
from the tenor of the comments of the
honorable member for Bendigo, because
nei ther the Chief Secretary nor any
officer of my Department has any jurisdiction over the Children's Court; that
belongs wholly to the Attorney-General
and has nothing to do with the Chief
Secretary or his Department. The Chief
Secretary has no power to intervene. The
only power he has in regard to a prisoner
in a gazetted gaol of thi·s State is to
transfer him from one gaol to another.
If the honorable member for Bendigo did
not know that before he knows it now.
Mr. GALVIN. - The girls are
prisoners; they are on remand.

not

The SPEAKER.-I ask the honorable
member for Bendigo to co-operate with
me in seeing that the Chief Secretary
has a fair opportunity to present his
case. The honorable member for Bendigo
had 40 minutes in which he was able to
deal with this subject, but the Chief
Secretary has only fifteen minutes to
speak.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-Sub-section (6) of
section 19 of the Children',s Court Act
statesIf any such child escapes from the custody
of any such persons or from such places
of detention he may be re-arrested as an
absconder and placed in ·a gaol till the
charge or information is dealt with by the
Children's Court.

To complete this case I point out that
the two girls are among the 75 or 80
girls committed to the care of the
State as delinquents.
I shall relate
their histories and touch On section
35 of the Children's Court Act,
which provides that the Government
may make regulations to give an institution the status of a holding place or
reformatory for these children. There
have been denominational institutions
which have taken such children. I do not
wish to reflect on anybody, but I say that
the two periods in which I have been
Chief Secretary of this State-that is in
1947 and 1948 and from 1950 to 1952-are the only periods in which any worthwhile reform has been made in regard
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to child delinquency. In 1948 I was
instrumen tal in closing the Castlemaine
reformatory for boys and in opening
Langi Kal Kal in its place. At that time
I consulted the chief officers in, my
Department-the Inspector-General of
Penal Establishments, Mr. Whatmore,
the secretary ,of the Children's Welfare
Department, Mr. Pittard and the UnderSecretary, Mr. Chapman.
I told them
that we were making preparations in
regard to the boys, and was informed
that about 180 would need to be provided for. It was proposed to deal
with them in segregations of 60.
We bought Langi Kal Kal which
is big enough to take all the boys that
are likely to be committed to such an
institution. We can build echelons and
segregate them.
Mr. SCULLy.-To date, how much have
you spent there?
Mr. DODGSHUN.-That is a brilliant
remark for one to make who says he is
interested in child delinquency. I inquired about female delinquents and was
told that the question was not one of
any magnitude, and that with the aid of
denominational institutions of the State,
the State institutions could more than
care for those girls. Since that time
the position has altered in two phases.
Some of the denominational institutions
have been closed down. I shall give their
names. They are the Morwell Hall which
accommodated 60 girls; the House of
Mercy which accommodated 25; and the
Presbyterian Girls Home which accommodated 35.
The reason for the
closing of those institutions was
that female delinquency had decreased
and there was not a sufficient number
of girls to keep the institutions going.
Mr. CAIN.-That was due to full employment.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-However, female
delinquency has been increasing during
the last twelve months. Here is the
second point; I have interviewed on more
than one occasion the senior committeeman at one of the denominational institutions-the Premier has done the same
thing-and we have offered to pay for
staff and. to rent the building. We have
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been told that the church in question
will not agree to the proposal. Now
that establishment is a hostel for girls
coming to Melbourne from country
districts.
I want .to make the point that we would
have provided similar accommodation
for gids in 1947 and 1948 to that which
we provided for boys if it had been shown
to be necessary. I have proved to the
House that religious denominations have
discontinued taking gids into their institutions. We were depending on the goodwill of those in charge of the establishments whether or not .they would accept
the girls. On occasions girrs have been
sent to ,a Roman Catholic institution, but
the Mother Superior has said that she
cannot hold them. The person in charge
of a Protestant establishment has returned the girls to the Department. I
will read the history of one girl. As a
chUd of fourteen she unfortunately came
under departmental care. I use ,the wOTd
" unfortunately" that the honorable
member for Bendigo left out of his
motion.
Mr. GALVIN.-It was deleted by the
Speaker.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-She wa'S oommitted
to the Children's Welfare Department on
an ;application by ,the grandmother, because the ~hild was without means of
support. She remained in her grandmother's care and boarding-out payments were made for her maintenance.
I hope the honorable member for Bendigo will realize the human kindness
that actuates the Children's WeUare Department and its secretary, Mr. Pittard.
No one is more conscious of human
frailties than he is, and no one is more
conscious of the need to try to help 'Such
children. The honorahle member criticized the administration.
Mr. GALVIN.-I know about his administration.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-The honorable
member should have given him a meed
of praise.
'Mr. GALVIN.-You are the one I am
criticizing.
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Mr. DODGSHUN.-On the 31st of
August, 1950, .the grandmother, through
advancing years, was unable to care for
the child and an aunt in a nearby township took over her custody and boardingout payments were continued to her. On
the 13th of September, 19511, a special
inspection was m'ade as a result .of the
aunt's report on the child's behaviour.
As it appeared that the aunt was not
competent to handle the' girl's problems
the possibility of finding another foster
home in the town in which she had lived
with the grandmother was suggested by
the Department and that was arranged.
On the 8th of October, 1951, the girl was
transferred to the new foster home and
enrolled at the high school. On the 31st
of October, 1951, the foster mother
asked for the girl's removal on account
of her disobedience and bad language.
The girl was immediately transferred
to the Ballarat Orphanage. On the
19th oJ February, 1952, the girl
absconded but returned at 2 a.m. the
next day. She was consequently withdrawn from the high school 'and placed
at the orphanage primary school.

The superintendent expressed the view
that she was likely to prove increasingly
difficult. On the 24th of May, 1952, she
was returned to the depot by the superintendent. The girl had been most disobedient 'and wayward and had struck
the matron. On the 19th of· June, 1952,
she absconded from an escort. She was
returned by the police the same night,
when she expressed a desitre to return to
the Ballarat Orphanage. The superintendent agreed to re-admit her if she
behaved properly for a couple of months
at the depot.
On the 30th of
June, 1952, the girl and another
inmate broke windows and escaped.
The
girl's
behaviour
was
very
bad and when she was returned by the
police the depot asked for institutional
placement. On the 4th of July, 1952,
she was transferred to the Good Shepherd Convent, Rosary-place, Albert Park;
but on the 12th of July, 1952, she was
returned to the depot 'at the request of
the Superior. She had been inciting
others to break windows. On the 21st
of July she absconded from the
depot, but was returned on the
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3rd of August.
On the 11th of
August she was apprehended at Beaufort
in company with two other escapees and
returned to the depot. On the 17th of
August, 1952, she ,assaulted an attendant,
wrecked the room in which she was
placed and destroyed bedding. Two male
officers had to be called in to handle her.
She was removed to another section and
immediately broke a window ..
The SPEAKER.-The time allowed
the honorable member has expired.
On the motion of Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo) the Standing Orders were suspended to enable the Chief Secretary to
continue his speech for fifteen minutes.
Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).I thank the House. On the 19th of
August,
1952, with another girl
she was charged at the North
Melbourne
Children's
Court
with'
wilful damage and assault. , She was
warned by the court that such conduct
would not be tolerated and if persisted
in would result in her ·being sent to
prison. She was returned to departmental care. On the 21st of August,
1952, she absconded again and was
returned on the 24th of August, 1952.
On the 30th of August, 1952, she
absconded again and was returned the
same day. On the 1st of September,
1952, she indulged in riotous behaviour,
assaulted staff, wrecked a room,
attempted to set fire to her room and
absconded. She was apprehended by
the police.
She escaped from their
custody, but was again apprehended
during the night.
She was charged
with assault and wilful damage and
was remanded to Pentridge.
Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo).-On a point
of order, Mr. Speaker, I assume that the
Chief Secretary intends to read the previous convictions or heinous crimes of
the other girl. Since both of these girls
have been remanded for sentence, is it
fair that the honorable gentleman should
read to the House a statement of their
misdeeds? These cases are sub judice.
You, Mr. Speaker, have ruled in other
similar instances that where the course
of justice may be interfered with, the
matter should not be discussed in the
House.
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Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Why did you
bring the matter forward?
Mr. GAL VIN.-If all the previous
offences of .these girls were read by the
Chief Secretary to the House, that action
might affect the course of justice, since
the girls must appear before the court
again to be punished.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier ~nd Treasurer).-Speaking to the point of order,
I submit that the honorable member for
Bendigo deliberately sought this informa tion from the Chief Secretary.
Mr. GALVIN.-I do not care how
heinous are the crimes committed by
the girls, they should not be in gaol.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-In the course of his remarks,
the honorable member for Bendigo
particularly and pointedly asked the
Chief Secretary to furnish the information he has been supplying.
Mr. GALVIN.-I did nothing of the
kind.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-My hearing is quite acute-it is
one faculty that is good-and I can
assure you, Mr. Speaker, that I distinctly
heard the honorable member make that
request. . The Chief Secretary has not
disclosed the names of the girls or even
given the numbers associated with these
cases.
Mr. GALVIN.-How many others are in
Pentridge besides these two?
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I am sure that the Chief Secretary's defence of the Department will
not injure the girls if their cases have to
come before the court in the future.
Mr. HOLT (Portland) .-On the point
of order, Mr. Speaker, I should like to
say that there are certain rules regarding
(!ourt procedure that do not allow
evidence of character, and so forth, to
be led at a certain stage. The previous
records of these two recalcitrants are
being publicized in the House by the
Chief Secretary-deliberately, 1 thinkwhen the matter is well before the
court.
The honorable gentleman is
deliberately leading evidence of a matter
Session 1951-52.-[75]
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that is not related to the motion, which
criticizes the administration of the Chief
Secretary and his failure to deal
adequately with the two girls while they
were in his charge. The motion has
nothing whatever to do with the previous
records or misdeeds of the two children.
I submit that the Chief Secretary is
making a deliberate attempt to drag in
irrelevant information which is beyond
the scope of the motion and which is
barred by the fact that the matter is
well before the court at present.
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
- I inquire from the Chief Secretary,
who is the person most fitted to inform
me, whether it is a fact that these particular persons are awaiting sentence by
a court?
Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).They are on remand, and the court has
full information.
The SPEAKER.-I have to decide
whether any statements made in the
House are likely to affect the course of
justice. Until the Chief Secretary began
to discuss the aspect he last raised, I
thought that he was in order, but now
that a point of order has been raised, I
must rule that, as the cases are sub
judice} any further information regarding these persons should not be disclosed
in the House and published in the press.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND (Minister
of Transport).-On a point of order.
Mr. Speaker, 1 do not disagree with
your ruling-I abide by the umpire's
decision-but 1 should like to know why
this deb a te was allowed to proceed in the
first instance.
Mr. CAIN (Leader of the Opposition).
- I raise another point of order, Mr.
Speaker. Nothing in the motion refers
to the records of the girls. All that the
mover of the motion attempted to do was
to point out that the children should not
be in gaol, but the Chief Secretary is
attempting to justify the action taken.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-If it is not right
now, it was not right in the first place.
Honorable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER.-Order! 1 trust that
the Leader of the Opposi tian will support
me in trying to keep order in this debate.
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-Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The honorable member for
Bendigo moved the adjournment of the
House to discuss a matter of urgent
public
importance,
namely,
" the
administration of the Children's Welfare
Department, which resulted in the incarceration of two children in gaoL" I
am submitting a point of order.
Mr. GALVIN.-Y.OU have some persons
to defend on the Government side of the
House.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I am defending the two girls
from the most shocking display of the
Opposition, which has submitted the
motion with the object of PIaking public,
for political purposes, the unfortunate
circumstances of' the girls.
The SPEAKER.-What is the point of
order?
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-If you will permit me to make
it, Sir, I should like to say that you ruled
-and I am not disputing it for one
second-Mr. HOLT (Portland) .-On a point
of order, Mr. Speaker,-The SPEAKER.-I desire to hear the
Premier's point of order.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier, and Treasurer).-My point of order, Mr. Speaker,
is that you have ruled--'and I do not
question it-that in view of the fact that
these girls are on remand, their records
may not be stated in this House, as by so
doing their fair trial might be prejudiced.
Therefore, the case of the Department
Cdnnot be submitted by the Chief Secretary, who is the person to state it.
Mr. HOLT.-He is not; he said the
Attorney-General was the man.
The SPEAKER.-Order! The honorable member for Portland must restrain
himself.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The Department has been
attacked in the motion before the Chair,
and unless the Chief Secretary is allowed
to state the reasons why-Mr. CAIN.-He cannot give them.
Mr. GALVIN.-I moved that the time of
the Chief Secretary be extended for 15
minutes, not the time of the Premier.
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The SPEAKER.-Order! The Premier is submitting a point of order.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The honorable member for
Bendigo attempted to attack the
administration of the Children's Welfare Department as a result of these
children being incarcerated in gaol.
That was the purpose of the motion,
which should not have been permitted
to be discussed in the House.
Honorable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER.-Order!
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The motion submitted on behalf
of the Opposition criticizes the Department for permitting these girls to be
placed in gaol.
Mr. CAIN.-We did not give their
records.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-Members of the Opposition are
not allowing any defence of the Department to be made. They are making
an attack but will not allow the Department to be defended unless the Chief
Secretary is permitted to state the circumstances and the causes which led to
the Department taking the "unfortunate" action which had to be taken. In
his opening remarks, the honorable
member for Bendigo described it as
unfortunate.
Mr. GALVIN.-Are you trying to stifle
discussion?
Mr. HOLT.-The Premier is questioning
the Speaker's ruling.
Mr. MoDONALD (,Premier and Treasurer) .--If a Department is attacked, the
Minister in charge of it has the right to
reply. The Chief Secretary should be
enabled to state the circumstances and
the causes which brought about the
situation concerning which' members of
the Opposition are complaining.
The SPEAKER.-I fear that the
Premier has submitted. his point of order
somewhat late in the debate. Had the
question been raised, when the motion
was first hrought forward, that the
defence of the Department would have
entailed a discussion of matters which
are sub judice, probably I would have
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ruled that the motion was not in order.
But the question wa'S not raised then,
and the hanarable member for Bendigo,
in putting his case, was very careful, in
my opinian, to can fine his remarks to
the point as to whether these girls should
be in gaol. Perhaps thE: Chief Secretary
has been unfortunately embarrassed in
replying, but I fear that I must uphold
the ruling I have already given that the
records of the girls in question must
not be discussed, since to adopt such a
procedure might affect the course of
justice. It is very unfortunate, but had
the Chief Secretary taken the point,
when the matter was first raised in the
House, that a defence of the Department
would have entailed a discussion of
matters that were sub judice, it would
have affected my whole outlook.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-1 am not questioning your outlook, Mr. Speaker. Would it be proper
for the Chief Secretary to' narrate the
history of similar types of persons whom
the Department has to control, without
giving particulars of these two girls?
Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-On a point
of order, Mr. Speaker, this debate relates to two girls in gaol, land the types
referred to by the Premier are not in
gaol. Will the time taken by discussion
on points of order be deducted fram the
.time allowed for the discussion of the
motion, or are members on the Governmen t side of the House stone-walling in
an attempt to prevent some members af
the Oppasition, of whom they are afraid,
from expressing their opinion?
The SPEAKER.---"So long as the particular cases involved are not discussed'since to do 'so might prejudice the course
of justice--the Chief Secretary would be
in order in discussing matters which
might help his argument, but he must
not refer to cases at present before a
court.
Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).I thank you far t.hat ruling, Mr. Speaker
-it is most enlightening. I do not question your ruling in any degree. I was
basing my reply to the honorable member for Bendigo on sub-section (6) O'f
section 19 of the Children'·s Court Act,
which provides that where there is an
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absconder certain action must be taken;
and I think I have proved to the House
that the person to whom I referred was
an absconder. Similar types of persons
have been in Pe!ltridge, and I intend to
ci te particulars reg·arding one of them.
I tried to refrain from adopting this
course, but members af the Oppositian
have forced the is·sue.
The girl to whom I now refer was
remanded to the depot on a charge of
"likely to lapse." She was committed
to the ChHdren's Welfare Department.
Depositions showed evidence of sexual
promiscuity, late hours, failure to keep
in employ,ment, and so an. Her parents
were interviewed and her transfer to the
care of 3. married sister at Braken Hill
was suggested. The girl was informed
of the proposal and warned as to her
future conduct.
Mr. GALVIN.-Does this statement
refer to one of the girls in question?
Mr. DODGSHUN.-This statement
does not relate to a girl now in Pentridge,
but illustrates the type of girl with whom
the Department must deal.
Mr. GALVIN.-Mr. Speaker-The SPEAKER.-Order! The Chief
Secretary is quite in order in discussing
similar cases if he So' desires, as long as
he does not refer to cases at present
before a court.
'Mr. DODGSHUN.-I wish to link my
present remarks with a certain 'statement made by the honarable member for
Bendigo.
Mr. O'CARROLL (Clifton HiH).On a point of arder, Mr. Speaker, will
the Chief Secretary reveal the age of the
girl to whom he now refers?
The SPEAKER.-There is no point
of order.
Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).This girl absconded. She was apprehended on the same day and was returned
to the depot. In view of this fact,
and of her generally unsa tisfactary
behaviour, the Broken HiU praposal was
abandoned for the time being. She was
then transferred to' the Oakleigh Convent. The Superior asked for the girl's
removal on account of her bad language
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and irreligious conduct. She was transferred to the Abbotsford Convent. She
absconded f'rom there ,and went home.
The convent refused to re-admit her and
she was returned to the depot. The girl
was then released to her parents on
probation . but was later remanded to
the depot on a charge of wilful damage
-throwing stones through windows of
a factory alongside her parents' home.
She was charged at the North Melbourne
Children's Court with wilful damage to
depot premises and property.
With
another girl she had broken down a
door. On a promise to behave herself
in future the court adjourned the charge.
She was thereupon transferred to the
Elizabeth Fry Retreat. She absconded
and was returned to the depot by the
police, where her behaviour continued
to be unsatisfactory and riotous. She
again appeared before the North Melbourne Children's Court on an adjourned
charge, and was sentenced to seven days
imprisonment. While she was in prison,
arrangements were made for her to go
to her sister in Broken Hill, and she left
by plane for that town.
The honorable member for Bendigo
said that the tramways Board had a
number of hostels, one of which the
Government should remodel to accommodate girls of this description. As I
have explained, some of these girls are
incorrigible, which is a mild expression
At
to use when describing them.
6.30 p.m. on the 1st of September,
the secretary of the Children's Welfare
Department received a telephone call
from the officer at Royal Park saying
that eleven girls were rioting, had set
fire to the place, and so on. That
behaviour had been going on for 1!
hours.
Three of the girls will be
charged in that connection. That is all
I can say because the matter is sub
judice. These girls and others of their
ilk have been refused admittance into
denominational and other institutions.
That indicates that there must be a
secure place in which to care for them.
At Royal Park we have attempted to
provide that in every way possible.
Under existing circumstances we have
done everything we can at the institution. We have inspected the hostels
mentioned by the honorable member for
Mr. Dodgshun.
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Bendigo. Do Opposition members think.
that I have been merely sitting on my
tail in my office for the last twelve
months without attempting to do some-·
thing in this matter?
Mr. GALVIN.-You sat on the report of
Mr. Whatmore for twelve months.
Mr.
DODGSHUN. - During
that.
period, the Government acted on his·
report because this is a Government of
action. The House is discussing an unfortunate occurrence.
I have been
accused of being arrogant, but I hope'
that is not a trait of mine. Attention
has been directed to an interjection that
I made in a debate last week. When I
interjected, I had in mind many things,
and I shall refer to some of them. The
Government knows of the action I am
taking and there will be a hue and cry'
if I publicly make a statement on these
matters prior to the culmination of my
plans.
Mr. HOLT.-You have broken the law ..
Mr. DODGSHUN.-I expect something better from the honorable member
than an interjection of that description ..
My interjection was a true statement;
that is to say, if the State wishes to set
up a penal institution or mental institution anywhere, there is a cry against it.
Noone is prepared to accept responsibility for people placed in the charge of.
the State.
Mr. MORTON.-Did I raise objection?'
Mr. DODGSHUN.-I did not say that
the honorable member did so.
Mr. MORTON.-You accused all members of doing so.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-If the cap fits, the
honorable member can wear it. I went
to Beaufort and met a host of people
assembled there. I told them what I had
in mind, and they have admitted since
that their cake was dough as I was'
determined to proceed with the project.
that I had in view. At the appropriate
time, members will be informed of the'
matter.
Mr. GALVIN.-You had better hurry,.
because you will not be in office for long~
Mr. DODGSHUN.-I will be here.
The Government has plans for a security
remand depot at Royal Park.
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Mr. BARRY.-I do not object to that.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-We will proceed
with that project as soon as possible.
The Opposition has raised this question
for political purposes only. For months
some members of the Opposition have
been aware of the fact that I have been
planning these things and it is one regret
in my political life that advantage is
taken of knowledge of that character.
I do not claim to be better than any
other man, but I do appreciate my
responsibility as a Minister of the
Crown. When I went through Pentridge
for the first time as the responsible
Minister in 1947, I was disgusted and
ashamed of my predecessors in office,
particularly when I inspected the
women's section.
Mr. SHEPlIElRb.-It took you a long
time to go to Pentridge as you had been
a member for some years before 1947.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-I went there then
on my first visi t as Chief Secretary.
I told the matron how she should make
complaints. Formerly she had made
them to an officer of the Public Works
Department, but had. not put them in
writing, addressed to one of my senior
officers and I told her that is what she
should do. Then I visited the boys' section of the Children's Welfare Department depot and found that delinquent
boys were being locked in a wooden
building. There was a long queue of
them waiting to go to the lavatory. . I
found that there was only one cistern
in the lavatory; that was the reason for
the queue. The ground fittings were
there for other,s and I asked why they
had not been provided. I was told" We
cannot get them." I said, "If they a're
not installed within a week, I will want
to know the reason why." They were
working within a week. That occurred
when the new section for boy inmates
was being built. I returned to my Department and ,asked, "Why are these
thingsaHowed to occur?" I was told,
"Unfortunately, many of your predecessors were not as you 'are. They
thought that these people had no votes
and nothing was done for them."
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When the present Minister of Transport was Chief Seoretary he started reforms at Pentridge, which the present
Government is trying to continue despite
financial difficulties. As I said, some reforms have been effected, and others
will be carried out 'as ,time goes on.
Members know that these things cannot
be done overnight. When I lay down
my ,cares of office, I will take pride in
knowing that I have started art: least
one, two, or three reforms to assist
people who are closer to me than others
under the control of my Department.
This is the section of my Department
which I enjoy trying Ito 'assist because
there is the chance of uplifting some of
these people. In other sections, I have
to keep as close ,to the law as possible'
and I am allowed no degree of latitude.
The honorable member for Richmond
asked what had been spent on the institution at Langi Kal Kal. Is it a mart:ter of £ s. d. when money is available
and there is a chance of reclaiming
even one wrongdoer? That is the attitude of .the Government. The honorable
member for Bendigo said that he wished
to keep the discussion. of the motion on
a high plane. He started his speech by
making an attack upon the Government
and finished by making an appeal. Apparently he regards that method as being
t he one to keep discussion on a high
level. When the present Ministers, lay
down their cares of office, I trust that
those who follow win accept responsibility for all these matters in the same
way as we have.
Mr. CAIN (Leader of the Opposition).
- I wish to nail one or two statements
that have been m·ade in ,the courSe of
the debate. The Chief Seoretary said
that the present Government was the
only one that had tackled these problems. I throw back the lie direct, and
say that as Chief Secretary, the Honor~
able William Slater, now a member in the
Legislative Council, did more ft r the
Children's Welfare Department than
was done by the any previous occupant of the office. I was a· member of
the Opposition when the late Mr. J. W.
Billson had the name of the Department
changed from the Neglected Children's
Department to the Children's Welfare
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Department.
That occurred almost
twenty years ago, ·and you, Mr. Speaker,
will recall that change.
The charges made hy tthe Opposition
are. not made against individuals. We
have made no .charge against the head
of the Department. The import of ooc
charge is contained in the motion, and we
do not care what the recoro of these
two girls may be. We feel that it is a
grave refledtion upo.n the community
that children of thirteen ,ana fifteen
yea'rs of .age shouLd be sent to a gaol in
which the Chief Secretary admitted the
conditions were scandalous.. The Act
provides that a magistrate cannot commilt·a girl to Pentridge unless she is segregated while there. I ask the Chief
Secretary and other members of the
Government to answer this question:
Are these two girls being segregated
from other prisoners in Pentridge?
There is no reply, yet the law provides
that tthey must be segregated to. avoid
the possibility of their oontamination
by or association with other prisoners.
The Chief Secretary is breaking the law
if he permits these girls to remain in
Pentridge in association with other inmaltes. It is not for me to say how goo.d
or how had t!hese girls may be, but
surely in this modern age there is some
institution in which they can be held,
apart from Pentridge. They could be
accommodated at Royal Park.
The
Chief Secretary recounted the cruel and
gruesome sto.ry of the life of one of the
girls but he did not tell members
whethe~ there was any other establishment than Pentridge in which to place
them.

Several alternatives are open to the
Children's Court, and I wish to know
what the representative of the Department said in court when he proposed.
that these girl'S should be remanded for'
fourteen days. Why not 8, 6, 7, or 2
days?
. Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).I rise to a point of order. It. was ruled
earlier that I could not be allowed to
discuss cases that were sub judice. If I
had been permitt~d to proceed I might
have been able to give at least one reason
why one girl was incarcerated.
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The SPEAKER.-I was just about to
point out that the Leader of the Opposition was reaching the question of a court
decision which, in the circumstances,
could not be made the subject of debate.
Mr. CAIN (Leader of the Opposition).
- I have no desire to develop my remarks along that path, and I certainly
would not have taken any action to stop
the Chief Secretary from proceeding with
his remarks. He was de~ling with the
record of one of the girls in question, but
I am not discussing that aspect. What I
require to know is whether officers -of his
Department suggested a peri-od of less
than fourteen days, because under the
Act a magistrate could have made the
period seven, six, or even three days.

Mr. DODGsHuN.-The power is in the
hands of the court.
Mr. CAIN.-The Chief Secretary
should not try to mislead the House. He
knows that the presiding magistrate
wishes to do the right thing. If a representative of· the ChiLdren's Welfare
Department informed the court that it
merely required a girl to be incarcerated
for one or two days, the magistrate
would, no doubt, agree with the proposal.
The public is entitled to know what was
the attitude ·of the Department when it
decided to put off the case for fourteen
days. I am not suggesting that the girl
concerned is an angel, but we--the members of the Labour party--believe, first
and foremost, that she should not have·
been sent to gaol. In the second place,
we believe that the Department should
have provided suitable accommodation
for two or three days for a girl aged
fourteen or fifteen years.
What will
happen after she has been tried? Where
will she go then? With the greatest of
respect to the Minister and his colleagues
in the Government, I say that there is no
political motive behind this motion for
the adjournment of the House. Anyone
who accuses Labour members of political
bargaining on this question is not doing
himself justice. The only consideration
that counts- is of a humanitarian character. We are actuated by a desire to
ensure that, whatever the faultR of these
girls-and the same argument would
apply to boys-if it is at all possible they
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should not see the inside of a prison until
their reputation has become such as to
warrant it.
After the action taken in this House
to-day, I am prepared to express the view,
for the information of the Chief Secretary and the Government as a whole
tha t if a similar case to that under dis~
cussion arose to-morrow, the girl would
not be sent to gaol. No young girl under
the supervision of the Children's Welfare
Departm'ent will in future be incarcerated
in prison, because the mind of the public
will be strongly opposed to either the
Government or the Department adopting
such a course. The main benefit of the
present discussion is that public attention
will be concentrated on the position. I
am not condemning the Department concerned, because it is in a particularly
invidi~us position and I can sympathize
with the man at the head. Still, there is
an inclination to say, "This is the easy
way" and, from the departmental point
of view, it is. While realizing the difficulties I contend that the easy way is the
wrong way. Neither the Premier the
Chief Secretary, nor any member of the
Liberal party, which is now seated in the
Ministerial corner, would be able to
defend himself over this case in the
constituencies. Not one of them will be
prepared to go to the Toorak electorate
and say, "We justify the Government's
putting these two kids into gaol," even
if their records were bad.
The Opposition case is not built upon
any personal attack against the Chief
Secretary or his Department. Our submissions are directed to the Chief Secretary and the other members of the
~overnment, as well as the Department,
10 order that they should realize that
P~rliament as a whole and the people,
will not stand for such treatment of
young girls. We contend that in future
irrespective of the Ministerial statement
regarding existing accommodation elsewhere, the Government must refrain
from putting such children in gaol. At
that stage I leave the matter in the
belief that a warning h~s been
administered to the Government. It is
of no use the Chief Secretary talking
about what he has or has not done. He
may not have known anything about
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this matter until after the incarceration,
and I give him credit to that extent.
However, if there is a similar occurrence
next week, next month, or next year I
shall not give him any credit at all.
Nevertheless, I do not think that in
future any Government will dare put
children of immature age into gaol. I
would say that whatever the circumstances, a Government must not send persons of tender years to an institution that
has a reputation which stinks throughout
the State. Consequently, I hope that
common sense will prevail and that there
will be no further similar cases.

Mr. MITCHELL (Attorney-General).'
- I appreciate the arguments advanced
by Opposition members, and I know th·at
those arguments have been sincerely
put. At the same t,ime, I do not wish to
see justifiable ·and sincere sentiment
carry away stark reality. I have. taken
an interest in prisons. In fact I was
a prisoner of war for a long time.
Though not as Chief Secretary or
Attorney-General, hut just as a boy from
~e bush, I inspected the Pentridge Gaol,
10 order to see exactly what that place
was like. I was conducted round it by
Mr. Whatmore, Inspector-General of
Penal Establishments, and I took particular interest in the women's section,
because I fe1t that in the whole trend of
modern penology there was the definite
keynote of reform. As I have already
indicated, I know what it is to be shut
up behind walls and haI'lbed wire, and I
knaw the absolute greed with which a
prisoner wiH grab anything likely to
make him feel that he is going on-not
sta tic. At Pen tridge I cou1d see tha t
something could be done in the men's
section, but, with the exception of
washing facilities, I was unable to appreciate that anything could be dane in
the women's 'Section.

the

Mr. BARRY.-Yau should have seen
that accommodation before the Honorable William Slater became Chief
Secretary.
Mr. MITCHELL.-I saw it as it was at
the time of my visit. I asked Mr. Wbatmore whether it would not be possible
for ·the girls to do weaving or some other
kind 'Of work that would assist in their
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rehahilitation. I point out that that conversation toO'k place long before there
was any limelight of pUblicity. Mr.

Whatmore informed me categorically
that he had endeavoured to obtain
another place where the women and the
girls could he looked after with a view
to their proper rehabilitation. I addressed the same question to Miss
Perrin, who, I think, is a ,magnificent
woman, doing the very best she can uncomplainingly and in extremely difficult
circumstances.
Mr. BARRY.-What you have said is
all the more reason why the gilfls should
not have been there.
Mr. MITCHELL.-I am coming to
that point but, jn passing, I emphasize
that we are faced with the realities.
What horrified me about the women's
section was that the women were not in
individual cells, but were herded together
in dormitories. They had been placed
there because of crimes in all degrees,
and they had 'the use of only one
lavatory, which was more or !less an
integral part of the dormitory. At that
time, I asked myself what would the
result he if a young wom'an who was not
deep-dyed in crime were put in with a
hardened old-timer like" The Duchess,"
the type of person who lives there
habitually and stinks of crime?
Mr. BARRY.-Can you im,agine a girl
being there when she had not been convicted of anything?
Mr. M'lTCHELL.-I quite agree with
the honorable member on the point he
makes, as do, no doubt, members
generally. We have a responsibility to
the community, but, as the Chief Secretary ably 'said, certain sections of the
community which have in the past helped
in these m'atters, hC1ve for various
reasons "gone out of business." The
people ask, "Why do you put these
girls in this place? " and the community
itself provides the answer, namely, that
those who in the past have 'assisted to
provide suitable places for such casesI refer to religious organimtions and
others-are not now helping in that
direction.
Mr. CAIN.-What about Royal Park?

Department.

Mr. MITCHELL. - The honorable
member has probably read in the Argus
of to-day the views of Dr. Norval Morris.
Why does not the doctor accept the responsibility of taking action? Why does
not this great genius, with all the solutions at his finger-tips, have these girls'
at the university to determine whether
the quiet, cultural, jntellectual calm
there, under his benign, all-powerful influence, will not solve the situation? I
wish to drive certain points home to
Opposition members, while realizing that
they may not be dragging politics into
the question. The Government does not
like taking 'such action as that which
has been the subject of complaint, but I
submit that 'there is no other way of
safeguarding the community. I suggest
also, that many 'are inclined to be mesmerized by years-" These children are
aged only 13, 14, or 15, as the case m'ay
be "-but, unfortunately, the oapability
for crime knowS' no age group at all.
Sometimes, a young person will do something that is, as nasty, dirty, and heinous
to the community 'as an act by an adult
in crime. Some who are young in years,
yet more than adults in crime, have unfortunately shown themselves to be a
real menace. The Chief Secretary said
that it was our duty to safeguard the
people from such persons. I repeat that
religious societies and other bodies,
which in the past took 'a practical
interest in delinquent children, have
given up business.
We have had an -indication of the attitude O'f the Chief Secretary, who hinted
that a little more patience might be displayed and that we were looking further
ahead. At the moment, if it were proposed to provide for such cases accommodation other than at Pentridge, the
question of finance would be involved.
Where are any interested bodies coming
forward?
Mr. CAIN.-In order to house two
children the Government does not require
any money. They could be placed in
such other accom'modation as is available now.
Mr. MITCHELL.-There is no suitable
place. I contend that it i·s necessary, so
to speak, to look beyond the two girls
concerned and consider others, since
there are about 80 wards of the State.
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In other words, we must look towards
all delinquents. If a suitable place is
to be provided now for young persons of
tender years, it will mean less money for
the purposes of education, soldier settlement, and the care of the mentally ill.
Until finance is available, I am afraid
we must accept the position that Pentridge will be the only place.
The sitting was suspended at 5.58 p.m.
until 7.30 p.m.

Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-There has
been a very interesting discussion on the
motion and I cannot help feeling that in
this matter the Government has put up a
very poor excuse. The House has heard
two Ministers, one of whom claims that
the responsibility in this matter rests
with the Attorney-General who, in turn,
made a long speech about which I shall
say something later. Both honorable
gentlemen should remember that they, as
responsible Ministers of the State, have
a duty to perform to ensure that children
shall not fill the gaols in Victoria. I
refer particularly to children being incarcerated in an institution where there
is no chance of separating them from
the criminal life of the community. I
should tell the Attorney-General that
these two little children to whom reference has been made during the debate
are now in a cell, or a dormitory in the
women's section at Pentridge where they
cannot be separated from the criminal
life of the community. If this had
happened on the day of the hanging of
Jean Lee they would have seen Jean
Lee, as this Government ordered, with
a bag over her head carried unconscious
to the gallows so that she could be
hanged. It was against all Christian
principles and decency. Members of the
presen t Governmen t -commi tted tha t
crime. The Attorney-General said that
little children could be as far steeped in
crime ·as -any adult person. A few months
ago he said, "Arm the chHdren with
tommy guns at Christmas," and yet he
believes that they could have as much
criminal intent as the worst criminals in
the State. Frankly, I think it would be a
good thing if the Attorney-General went
back to his knitting. He does not understand this problem, which is far too great
for him.
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The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
-The honorable member for Carlton
should address the Chair.
Mr. BARRY.-I cannot, Mr. Speaker,
on this occasion, because I believe you
have some human instincts. Seriously, I
shall repeat what I said to the Chief
Secretary yesterday, and what I have
stated to the public through the press.
If given the opportunity I am prepared
to talk to these girls and if I cannot my
wife will. I will pay for medical treatment for the girls and will undertake to
see that an institution will take them.
But that offer has been denied, because
the Government has declared that these
two girls whose crime was to break a
few windows and pick a door lock . . .
Brigadier TOVELL.-Be big!
Mr. BARRY.-All I want is the
honorable member for Brighton to -make
a speech on this matter. It is something
he has not the manhood to approach. Ii
he will not make -a speech let him keep
his yellow streak under the seat.
Brigadier TOVELL.-What are you
talking about-yellow streak?
Mr. BARRY.-Be decent enough to
stand up and make a speech and do
not try to prevent some one from doing
something decent in the community.
The SPEAKER.-Order! The honorable member for Carlton will address the
Ohair.
Mr. BARRY.-I have listened to the
honorable member for Brighton too often
to fear anything from him.
Brigadier TOVELL.-You are an authority on yellow streaks.
Mr. BARRY.-I meant it when I said
to the honorable member for Brighton,
" Have the courage and decency to stand
up and say something." Not one member
in the Ministerial corner-Honorable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER.-Order! Honorable
members in the Ministerial corner must
give the honorable member for Carlton
a chance to address the Chair.
Mr. BARRY.-If I can get that protection, Mr. Speaker, I am prepared
to leave them alone. I am waiting for
anyone of the members in the Ministerial corner to make a speech on the
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subject.
Up to no~, they have sat
The SPEAKER.-Will the honorable
quietly behind the Government agree- member for Carlton please' address the
ing that a girl of thirteen and Chair .and ignore interjections?
another
of fifteen
and a
half
Mr. BARRY.-I am the one man in this
ye.ars, of whom the Chief Secretary is
House
who does not look for interthe legal parent 'and for whom he has
full . responsibility----'should be held in jections, because usually the interjector
gaol; they will not stand up and have scores over me. I cannot help taking
notice of .interjections from the Ministhe decency to say a word in support of
terial 'corner on this occasion. The
our case.
Chief Secretary attempted to read the
Brigadier TOVELL.-What did you say record of one of these girls. It was not
abou t yellow streaks?
a credit to the Department of which the
Mr. BARRY.-I said that I wanted the Chief Secretary is the Ministerial head.
honorable member to be man enough to I am not blaming him for it, because that
stand up and say something and to stop would be most ungracious and unfair.
,quibbling like a " no-hoper."
However, I do blame him for bringing
'Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The honorable into .Parliament the records of a number
member for Brighton proved he was a of little girls, although I know he can
man during the war.
find nothing in them to be ashamed of.
Mr. BARRY.-He is not a man now or He could find nothing that would justify
he would stand up and make a public bringing a little girl into court, taking
.utterance on this subject.
her boots off and standing her barefooted
in the court room because, it was
The SPEAKER.-I must again ask the
honorable ·member for CarltoOn to address claimed, she would kick the life out of a
policeman, or out of the court, if she
the Chair.
. ,Mr. BARRY.-If members of the were not presented in her bare feet .
Government side will listen in silence 1 That was all done to inspire the stipenshall address the Chair. To the Chief diary magistrate to give her a couple of
Secretary I say, "What is the story of months or a couple of weeks in gaol.
'these girls?" He attempted to give the
Brigadier TOVELL
(Brighton).House the history of their crimes and he I rise to a point of order. The honorable
gave himself a personal character for member is now referring to something
the good work he has done in his Depart- that is sub judice.
ment. All the time he was hiding the
Mr. DODGSHuN.-He does not even
fact that the women's section at Pentridge was made what it is to-day as the know whether he is speaking the truth.
result oOf ,the efforts of a Labour GovernBrigadier TOVELL.-The honorable
ment. Conditions are now much better member is endeavouring to prejudice the
than they were prior to 1945. The pro- court against a girl who has been
cess of Irefor,mation in Ithe clothes worn charged. She is now on remand and I
by prisoners, the conditions under which submit that the honorable member is
the women live, the disuse of diamond s'aying something that might influence
mesh beds on which previously there was the court. The case of the child to whom
no decent covering, and other improve- he is now referring is sub judice.
ments were undertaken when the
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
Honorable WiUiam Slater was Chief
Secretary. The ,present oOccupant of that -The honorable member for Carlton
office is not entitled to any credit there. must not refer to any case that is at preHe would. refuse any member an oppor- sent before the court. I assumed from
his remarks that he was speaking genertunity toO Look at the conditions.
Mr. FRASER.-If you went in they might ally, but he must not infringe the ruling
I gave earlier.
not let you out.
Mr. BARRY (Carlton) .-1 shall not
Mr. BARRY.-The honorable member
for Grant is lucky to be out, and is par- do that, Mr. Speaker, but I say that it is
ticularly lucky to be a member of this criminal and wrong for any body to
House.
bring a little girl into court in her bare
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feet and to say to the court, II This little
girl is so bad that she has to come barefooted before the court because she might
kick the inside out of the court, or out of
everybody in it." Seriously, if we get
down to that, it is wrong and most unfair.
Where were the responsible authorities
to put this girl?
Two girLs aged
thirteen years and fifteen and a
half years were to be sent to Pentridge. I know the record of one of them
and eight years ago-Colonel LEGGATT (Mornington).I rise to a point of order. I think you,
Mr. Speaker, ruled that any reference
to the record of these girls would be out
of order.
Mr. BARRY.-It is not a criminal record,
it is a good record.
Colonel LEGGATT.-Mr. Speaker, I do
not think members are properly informed
on the legal position in this case. It
has been suggested by Opposition members, who previously submitted, on a
poin t of order, that the case was sub
judice, that the girl had been before the
court and was rem'anded for trial. From
what I have gathered during the debate,
'and from my knowledge of the Children's Court procedure, I suggest that the
case has been heard 'and the two
children have been remanded for
sentence.
Mr. BARRY.-No, they have not.
Colonel LEGGATT.-I, and other members, would like some information as to
the true position. You, Mr. Speaker,
have given a ruling that the matter is
8ub judice, but what is the legal position?
Is the matter 8ub judice, or have the girls
been remanded for sentence and not for
trial?
The SPEAKER.-I personally should
be happy to ascertain what is the true
legal position. I have found extreme
difficulty in discovering whether the
cases mentioned a're before the court at
present, or whether the matters that are
being discussed are being raised generally. If the matter referred to is before
the court then I would ask the honorable
member for Carlton to refrain from
mentioning it. I must rely on his sense
of honour, because it is impossible for
me to say whether he is dealing with a

1952.]

Department.

1817

specific case or is speaking generally.
Unless the honorable member is prepared
to 'Say on each occasion that the case to
which he refers is not before the court
I shall have to rule that he is out of
order.
Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-I have been
told by numerous interjectors, including
the Attorney-General and the Chief Secretary, that I do not know what I am,
talking about.
Therefore, whatever '1
say cannot affect the si tua tion very much.
If a little child, now aged fifteen and a
half years was, as one, of a family of
seven, some eight years ago--'
The SPEAKER.-Is the honorable
member now referring to a case that is
before the court?
Mr. DODGSHUN.-Yes, he is.
Mr. BARRY.-I am referring to any
one of hundreds of cases that, to my
knowledge, are dealt with by the Child-,
ren's Welfare Department. I refer to a
child seven years of age, one of a family
of seven children who finds, while her
mother is in hospital, that the other.
children have been put in charge of the
Children's Welfare Department and are
separated in different homes. As a result,
this little child tries to get away and to
return to her mother.
The SPEAKER.-Order! Is the honorable member for Carlton referring to
a case that is before the court?
Mr. BARRY.-No. I am referring to
a case that could occur, the same as the
Chief Secretary did.
Mr. 'DoDGSHUN.-You have gained
your point because you did not wish me
to quote the case you are mentioning.
Mr. BARRY.-I did not object to the
Chief Secretary doing that, but I did
object to his telling lies a'bout the condition of the child's health.
The SPEAKER.-Order! The honorable member for Carlton must withdraw
the expression " telling Hes."
Mr. BARRY.-I withdraw.
Mr. BOLTE.-Y.ou have a wonderful
Imagina tion.
Mr. fBARRY.-The honorable member
does not know what he is speaking
abnut, I know what I am saying and I
can prove its truth by evidence. These
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seven children were separated. When
one child went back to its parents after
coming out of the institution the parents
immediately went to the police station
and ten policemen went to the home in
two motor cars.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-That is not right.
Mr. BARRY.-I will prove it.
The SPEAKER.-Order! I ask the
Chief Secretary if the honorahle member
for Carlton is referring to a case that
is now before the court.
Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).Yes, he is.
The SPEAKER.~rder! The honorlible member for Carlton must not refer
to that case any further.
Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-I shall not
do so. I wish to tell a story. A few
weeks ago, the Lord Mayor O'f Melbourne
gave a picnic in the town hall to little
children. It was held on the day following the Lord 'Mayor's ball, and I happened
to be in the town hall. i 'saw a little
child in front of the audience plead with
the representative of 3UZ to make an
appeal for her little brothers. This child
is not implicated in any court case because she has' not broken any windows.
She asked the broadcaster to appeal over
the air for her two little brothers.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Tut! Tut!
Mr. BARRY.-This incident was witnessed by a number of people, and I
would not expect such an interjection
even from ,a jury of hangers of women.
The SPEAKER.-Order!
Mr. BARRY. - I withdraw my
comment.
The SPEAKE'R.-Order! The honorable member must also apologize for
his remark.
Mr. BARRY. - I withdraw and
apologize. The fact remains that this
Ii ttle girl asked the broadcaster to make
an appeal for her two hrothers. They
were brought forward by Tommy Trinder
am they sat alongside their little sister.
The three of them sat together all the
morning loving one another, because
they had not seen each other for three
years. They were wards of the State,
and their parents had not allowed them

Department.

to intermingle. When the little girl wa's
getting into the char-a-banc to go home
she said to the traffic officer, "I have
had a very happy day. I saw my little
brothers for the first time in three
years."
The SPEAKER.~rder! The honorable ~ember's time has expired.
'Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo).-I wish to
move that the honorable member be
granted an extension of time.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-I object.
Mr. GALVIN.-I desire to move for
an extension of time so that the honorable member for Carlton may continue
his speech for fifteen minutes, and that
the time for the debate be extended for
one hour because it is only fair that
members of the Ministerial corner party
should be given an opportunity to submi t, their views.
The SPEAKER.~rder! One objection to the proposed motion its fatal. I
call upon the next speaker.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .--1 did not intend to participate
in the debate because the Ch!ef Secretary
is capable of handling the subject matter
of this discussion. Anyone who knows
him must admit that he has perhaps the
most humane outlook of any member.
The Opposition are not the only members who have human feelings and regret
some of the things that may happen in
this State, because of human nature
being what it is. The motion questions
the administration of the Children's
Welfare Department, but I do not know
an officer of the State who has a wider
knowledge, a softer heart, or more
human feelings than Mr. Pittard, the
he'ad of the Department. He is one
who cannot be criticized in any way
for his attitude towards children and
women suffering from unfortunate
circumstances.
Mr. BARRY.-We arE critiCizing the
Government.
The SPEAKER.-Order! The Premier has only a few minutes in which to
speak before the expiry of the time
allowed for the debate. He should be
given every opportunity to be heard.
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·Mr. BARRY.-I am prepared to move
that the time allotted for the debate be
extended by one hour to permit the
honorable gentleman every .opportunity
to speak.
The. 'SPEAKER.-Order! A motion
to that effect cannot be moved at this
stage.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Trea:surer).-1 heard the accusations of the
honorable member for Carlton. It is a
grea;t pity that some members treat the
truth in the way that they do. 1 am not
ashamed of ,anything that 1 have done
as Premier of ·th'i-s State and as Leader
of the Government.
The honorable
member said that no attempt had been
made to place these children elsewhere
than in gaol. That was a deliberate lie.
The SPEAKER.-Order!
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-1 withdraw that expression.
Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-1 seek an
,apology from the Premier. 1 did not tell
deliberate lies and 1 object to his com·ment.
The SPEAKER.-Order! The Premier
bas wtthdrawn his remark.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Trea:surer).-These children were placed in
,denominational institutions-in the Sal:vatiQn Army home, in the Methodist
nome, in the P,resbyterian home, and in
Ca tholic homes.
Mr. BARRY.-1 will get them into a
nome M-morrow.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Trea:surer).-The institutions took them and
persevered with them, but the story was
the same in each case. They could not
be kept in a home. The State has not
made the provision that could be made
for children .of this type.
Mr. BARRY.-Thalt i's a good admission.
The SPEAKER.-Order! If I hear
'any further interjections from the hQnorable member for Carlton 1 will have to
name him, but 1 do not wish to do so.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-It is an unhappy position for
any Government to have to .face when
it has not facilities that are ideal for
;dealing with people .of this kind.
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Mr. BARRY.-That is a good admission.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-We are doing our best to
remedy the position. Accusations were
made by the honorable member for Carlton but they were unjustified because no
previous Government has a record that
wiLl compare with what the present
Government has done in :the interests of
children. It has provided homes and
training for spastic and mentally defective children and oral training schQols
for deaf children, as the honorable member well knows. He heard the Chief Secretary say that the Government is taking care of delinquent boys at Langi Kal
Kal and other institutions.
Mr. BARRY.-But you have put theie
tWQ girls in gaol.
Honorable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER.-Order! This is the
last chance 1 will give the hQnorable
member for Carlton, otherwise 1 will be
forced to name him.
Mr. BARRY.-lMembers opposite are all
talking at me.
The SPEAKER.-Order! 1 name the
honorable member for Carlton, Mr.
Barry, for disregarding the authority of
the Chair and 1 ask the Premier to take
appropriate action to support the Chair.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-1 suggest that 1 be permitted toO
appea,l to the honorable member for
Carlton toO recognize the rulings of the
Speaker and to observe those rulings in
the way that 1 am sure he and all other
members desire. 1 hope that 1 have not
to take appropriate action and 1 appeal
to you, Mr. Speaker, to give the honorable member for CarIton an opportunity
to apologize.
The SPEAKER.--1 shall do so.
Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-Mr. Speaker,
1 apologize.
11he SPEAKER.-Order! The ,time
allowed the Premier has expired because
the time allowed for the debate of the
motion also has expired.
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the adjournment of the House (Sir
Archie Michaelis in the chair)Ayes
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Mr.
Mr.
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Morton
O'Carron
Randles
Scully
Shepherd
Smith
Stoneham.
Tellers:

Mr. Ruthven.
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Mr. Cook
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Mr. Fulton
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Colonel Leggatt
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Sir Thomas Maltby
Mr. McDonald
(Dundas)

Mr. McDonald
(Shepparton)

Mr. Mibus
Mr. Mitchell
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Mr. Norman
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Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Tyack
Mr. Whately
Mr. White
(Allendale).
Tellers:

Mr. Barclay
Mr. Reid.
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Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
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Galvin
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Towers
White

Mr. Oldham
Mr. Turnbull
Lieut.-Col. Dennett
Mr. Ireland
Mr. Buckingham.

(Mentone)

ADOPTION OF CHILDREN (AMENDMENT) BILL.
Mr. lUITCHELL (Attorney-General).
- I move-That this Bill .be now read a second time.

This Bill relates to the adoption of children and, at the outset, I wish to make it
clear exactly what the keynote of the
measure is. In brief, until 1928, there
was no legal method in Victoria for the
adoption of children. In 1928 machinery
was created so that children could be
adopted legally. It is interesting to note

(Amendment) Bill.

that, since 1928, much use has been made
of that legal machinery. The purpose
of the Bill is to improve on the 1928
enactment. In some respects, the 1928
Act may be said to have been only half
a measure. As we know, it was something new in those days, and undoubtedly
it was felt that the measure was as far
as the House wanted to go. With the
efHuxion of time since 1928, it has been
revealed not O'nly that the 1928 measure
was a good one, but that there was need
to' improve it-in other words, to go
the whole hog."
Each year in Victoria more than 1,000
adoption orders are made by the courts,
and legal adoption is so ·much a part of
the social organization of the State that
it is hard to realize that the first adoption order was made only 23 years ago.
This is particularly interesting, because
those of us who have had inflicted upon
us the study of Roman law know that
the IRomans made a grea t fea ture of
adoption, and we have seen that the
adoption of children has pLayed a great
. part in much European legislation. However, our English law has not folLowed
the old Roman custom, m'ainly, I think,
because inherent in our British stock is
appreciation of blood relationship. The
principle of adoption runs counter to
the strict observance of blood relationship, and :so is incompatible with many
of !the fundamental principles and practices of English f1amily law, such as
primogeniture, hereditary titles, entails
and family settlements.
In the Dominions beyond the seas, the
idea came sooner than in the Homeland
that legal effect should be given to adoption. The first enactment was passed by
New Zealand in 1881 and by Western
Austra.Ji:a in 1896. In the 1920's there
followed legislation by Tasmania, New
South Wales, South Australia, and Victoria. Queensland passed similar legisLation in 1935. England entered the'
field in 1926 with an Act which limited
the effect of adoption orders ito the custody, maintenance,and education of
adopted children.
Provision as to
property rights of adopted children was
first ·made in England by an Act of 1949.
It is interesting to note that both these
English Acts were the result of private
members' Bills.
U
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The Victorian Act of 1928 was proclaimed to come into operation on the
1st of June, 1929. Its eighteen sections
made provi'sion in respect of, first, who
may adopt; secondly, safeguards in the
interests of the child ; thirdly, the effect
of adoption orders; fourthly, jurisdiction
and procedure; and, fifthly, registration
of ad.options ·and biI1th ·certificates. The
Act was amended in 1936, principally in
relation to who may adopt and to the
regi·stration of births of adopted children. A further amendment in 1942 provided for interstate co-operation in registration of adoption orders and biIiths.
Generally, the Victorian law has been
working successfully, and it is, of course,
legislation the operation of which is of
great importance to the oommunity and,
consequently, is under constant scrutiny.
As I have said, some amendments have
already been made, there have been
fur,ther suggestions for amendments and
after ·careful consideration, the Bill now
before the House has been prepared with
the view of improving further the operation of the legislation.
Before discussing various minor aspects of the Bill, I should like to deal at
some length with one particular clause
which relates toa very impolltant feature
of the adoption of children. In its preparation considerable thought has been
given to what has happened as a result
of legislation passed in various other
countries I have mentioned. The most
far-reaching suggestion for the amendment of the Aot has come from the Chief
Justice's Law Reform Committee.
Viewed in its full scope, this suggestion
includes matters not only of law, but of
social policy. As I said previously, it is
because of its value to the social functioning and structure of this State that
the legislation is important and requires
considerable care. A t the end of my
speech, I propose to move that the Bin
be referred to the Statute Law Revision
Committee, because important social
questions are involved ,and, in one or two
of them, there are good arguments both
for and against. I feel, therefore, that
the measure merins ·careful1consideration
by th'e Statute Law Revision Committee before iit is passed by the House. The
the 'effect of adoption
Bill relates
.orders on the adopted chi.ld, his natural

to
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parents, his adopter and the community
generally, in respect of property rights.
That is to say, it affects !the rights of individuals as beneficiaries when, by virtue
of a will, a trust, a settlement or any
other instrument, or on an intestacy,
property passes to a class of persons who
may include an adopted chHd or a relative-by blood or adoption-of an
adopted child.
Where a win or a similar instrument
specifically mentions a child by name,
this question does not arise Let us assume that our natural child is adopted
by Mr. and Mrs. Snodgrass and that in
our will we leave ·certain property to that
child, who is now known as J·ohn Snodgrass. If in our will we bequeath
property to John Snodgrass, it will go
directly to thatchi-1d and to no one else,
but if, -instead of specifically naming
that ,child in our will, we leave the
property to ·the children of Mr. and
·Mr.s. Snodgrass, the result will be
that if Mr. and Mrs. Snodgrass have
not only our natural child but some
children of their own, the property
will pass not .only ,to their adopted
chHd but to their natural ,children as
well. It is necessary, therefore, to
be particularly careful, because many
important considerations ari.se out of
such a situation.
Of course-and I stress this pointif in the will or other instrument any
beneficiary is speCifically described by
name or otherwise, it does not matter
whether. he is or is not adopted;
but when an intesta·cy occurs, or property is disposed of to "the children of
my brother John" or by some other
class description, then the question arises
whether a child adopted by brother John
comes within the class and as to whether
a child of brother John who has been
adopted by somebody else remains within
the class who are entitled to tal\:e as
beneficiaries. In other words, if the
hypothetical family of Snodgrass had let
one of its children in turn be adopted by
the Smiths, would that child who had
been adopted by the Smiths share in the
property that \-vas left by will?
This is a problem which has been facet!
in various ways in legislation. Underlying the approach to the subject is the
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general principle that the benefit of the
adopted child is of paramount importance. In other words, we are deeply

conscious that where that child has been
adopted its interests and general
benefit is of paramount importance
and must be safeguarded. However, this
principle may, in its application, lead in
different directions. For example, it
may be of benefit to the adopted child
tha t he should be left to share in the
property of his relatives by blood. On
the other hand, it may be to his benefit
that the fact of his adoption should be,
. as far as possible, forgotten and that he
should not be considered other than a
child born of his adopting parents.
Sometimes a child who has been
adopted by parents has doQwn the years
thought himself :toO be nothing but their
natural child, but on finding out that he
is not, has for some inexplicable quirk
of human psychology taken an active
dislike to those adopting parents, although they may have done everything
they possibly -could for that child ·as if
he were their natural child.
New Zealand, Western Australia,
Tasmania, New South Wales and South
Australia adopted the same method of
approach to the subject, though with
some variations in detail. They first
enacted the general propositiori that for
all purposes, civil and criminal, and as
regards all legal liabilities, rights,
benefits, privileges and consequences of
the natural relationship of parent and
child~ the adopted child should cease to
be the child of his natural parents and
should be the child of the adopters. I
wish to make it clear that we are, prima
facie, adopting the principle. Those
States which I have mentioned found it
necessary in certain circumstances to
modify the principle slightly. In view of
the importance of this matter, I wish to
enumerate some of their difficulties and
to show how the Government has
recognized those problems in drafting
the Bill now before the House.
The general principle involved was
th'at the 'adopted chiLd should cease to be
the child of his natural parents and
should be the child of the adopters, but
Mr. Mitchell.

(Amendment) Bill.

that principle was then made subject to
certain exceptions, which may be shortly
stated as follows:-

First, -instruments executed or intestacies occurring before the date of adoption should not pass to the adopted
child any interest in property by virtue
of his relationship by adoption. Secondly,
the adopted child should not, by virtue
of his reJ.ationship by adoption, take
property from his relations by adopHon, whether on intestacy or otherwise,.
except directly from the adopters themselves. That is to say, an adopted child
would be a beneficiary on the -intestacy
of his adopter, but not on the intestacy
of his adopter's father, brother or son.
Thirdly, the adopted child should, conversely, retain his right to take property
from his blood relations, including-I
stress this point-his actual parents, as
a beneficiary on an intestacy or under a
gift to a class that previously would have
included him. Fourthly, in relation to
marriage, prohibited degrees by blood as
well as by adoption should have effect;
for example, an adopted child could not
marry his blood sister nor his sister by
adoption.
The English Act of 1926, which followed in time the Acts I have just mentioned, made no provision in relation to
the effect of adoption on rights to property. The Victorian Act of 1928, under
the influence of this English Act, to some
extent ~noved away from the other Australasian legislation. The provisions of
the Victorian Bill of 1928 relating to the
effect of adoption were considered in
detail by Parlia-ment. As introduced,
these provisions followed the English Act
and limited the effect of adoption orders
to the custody, maintenance, and education of adopted children, except that
they enabled an adopted child, on the'
intestacy of an 'adopter, to share in theestate as if he were a lawful child of the
adopter. The adopted child would also
be a beneficiary on the intestacy of his
natural parents, and in other respects
would be regarded as a child of his
natural parents in relation to taking by
inheritance or gift.
In the House this provision was withdrawn and replaced by the present provision which, after transferring to the'
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adopter all parental responsibility, in
effect provides that in all cases of succession to property on intestacy, or by
will, settlement, trust, &c., made after
the adoption order, an adopted child
shall succeed to the property of the
adopter as if he were a child of the
adopter, but shall not have any right of
succession to the property of any relative
of the adopter; and conversely, in relation to the natural parents the child
shall not succeed to property of his
natural parents but shall succeed to property of relatives of the natural parents
as if he were a child of the natural
parents. In addition, blood is to count
as well as adoption for establishing prohibited degrees for marriage, incest, &c.
Except that on the intestacy of the
adopted child his estate reverted to his
blood relations and that the adopted
child lost his right to acquire property as
a child of his natural pa!'ents, the position thus reached in Victoria was,
broadly speaking, similar to that provided
by New Zealand and other Australian
States. But, as I shall mention later,
certain differences arise from the fact
that Victori'a enumerates specifically the
cases in which the adopted child is, for
property purposes, to be deemed the
child of his adopters, whereas the other
States and New Zealand proceed by way
of a proposition of the absolute effect of
adoption with exceptions.
The Queensland Act of 1935 followed
the Victorian Act in respect of the effect
of adoption orders. In 1949 an English
Act introduced provisions relating to
the property aspects of adoption. It
provided that 'adopted children should,
for the pur.poses of intestacies, wills and
settlements, be treated as children of the
adopters and not of the natural 'parents,
but exempted dispositions under instruments executed before the date of
ac1opHon.
New Zealand, by section 27 of the
Statutes Amendment Act 1949, and
again by the Infants Amendment Act
1950, substituted a new provision relating to the property rights, &c.,of adopted
children, whereby, apart from prohibited
degrees in relation to marriage, and so on,
the only exception now retained to the
general proposition of absolute adoption
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is the case of property passing under an
instrument inter vivos executed before,
or under an intestacy or will of a person
dying before, the adoption. In this case
alone is the adoption disregarded.
I have sketched this history of the
law to show how and why the law
relating to property rights of adopted
children is now somewhat different from
that in the other States, except Queensland, and of a much narrower compass
than in England and New Zealand. In
effect, Victoria provides that adopted
children are to be considered the children
of the adopters in lieu of the natural
parents only in relation to the adopters
and natural parents personally and not
in relation to any relatives of the
adopters or natural parents. This positi0n has bp.en the subject of criticism.
The general spirit in which adoptions
take place in Victoria is that, as .rar as
possible,· the adopted child should be
treated as the child of the adopters and
the past should be forgotten. This, of
course, is not invariable, but it is usually
the case.
If property rights of an
adopted child depend sometimes upon
adoption and sometimes on blood then
the past cannot be put aside, but will be
re-opened whenever an intestacy or a
legacy or gift to a class such as "to my
nephews" raises the question whether a
a possible benefiCiary or link in the chain
of representation has or has not been
adopted. This House has in this session
re-affirmed the principle of closing the
book of the pre-adoption life of a child
when it agreed to an amendment to
the Registration of Births Deaths and
Marriages Act designed to assimilate
birth certific.atesl of adopted children to
those of other citizens.
The Chief JU.:::itice's ,Law Reform Committee has suggested that Victoria should
adopt the principle that an adopted child
should be treated in all respects as if it
were actually the child of the adopters.
The committee pointed out the anomalies
in the present situation, for example, in
the case O'f a gift under a will or settlement which is expressed as a gift to a
cla'5s such as to children or nephews or
nieces, the adopted child shares if the
gift is that of the adopter or of the
relatives of the natural parents, but not
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that this should be done by adopting the
This
or of relatives of the adopter or of some provisions of the English Act.
other person unless such an intention is course involves legislation whereby, in
each specific case, the child shall be
expressed.
Again, so far as the property of an treated as the child of the adopters and
adopted child is concerned, upon the not of the natural parents but without
death of an adopted child intestate the enunciating a general proposition to this
Several detailed provisions
natural parents and their relatives share effect.
requrred to meet wills,
would
be
while the adopters and thei'r relatives
are excluded. In these days when whole intestacies, settlements, 'Superannuation,
families can be wiped out in one fell workers compensation, &c., and it is
swoop, as in a railway level crossing , probable that some cases would be oversmash, the effect of the present law a's looked. For example, the English Acts
to the disposition of the estate of an make provision in respect of trust deeds,
intest,ate adopted child m'ay very well be but not of verbal trusts in respect of
to give an estate worth many thousands which, it seems, adoptions must 'be disof pounds to persons who have had noth- regarded.
ing to do with the adopted child since
It is simpler 3nd 'more satisfactory to
its birth. Furthermore, as the law now follow the line of approach adopted in
stand's, nothing can be done' by the the majority of Australian States and in
adopters to stop this result. Under a New Zealand and to start from a general
will or settlement made by the adopted proposition that, for all purposes-inchild in ~ the form of a class gift or gift cluding family, social, and propertyby description such as father, uncle, adopted children shall be deemed
brother, &c., the adopter,s and their to be the children of the adopters
relatives are excluded.
and not of their natural parents.
Some of these anomalies I have just To this proposition any necessary
mentioned appear in the legislation of exceptions can be made. As to the
the other States; others do not, especi- exact extent of such exceptions,
ally gifts, and so on, by persons it would be presumptuous :to be dognot related by blood or adoption, matic. But certain general propositions
and gifts, and so forth, by the emerge.
adopted child himself, in which cases
In the firslt place, it is ,considered that
the adoption is given effect to in the the existing exceptions relating to proother States.
Other anomalies have hibited degrees for marriage, incest, abappeared.
For example, the Crown duction and so on, that already appear
Solicitor has advised that an adopted in the Victorian legislation should be rechild is not a chiM for the purpose O'f tained. Of course, if the pre-adoption
benefits under the Superannuation Acts. history ofa child is kept secret, 1t is
So the widow of a contributor under always possible that some modern
tho~'e Acts would not be entitled to any
Oedipus will innocently marry his
payments in respect of 'any adopted child mother. But if, on adoption, blood
or children of the contributor. Similar relaHonship is excluded in reckoning
problems arise under other pension prohibi ted degrees in respect of marschemes. 'In the case of workers com- riage, incest, and other matters, the
pensation, an adopted child who is way would be open for deliberate
actually dependent on the adopter would marriage of brother and sister, and
be treated as ,a child not only of the other undesirable practices.
adopter 'but also of his natural parents,
Secondly, with regard to property
and so would have a double claim for
com pensation.
righ ts, and so on, it is considered that
On a consideration of these matters, a.ny m,odern legislation should provide a
there appears to' be no doubt that Vic- general principle of the absolute effect
toria should extend the legal effect of of adoption, and that any exception
adoption in Telation to property rights. thereto shou1d not go beyond that proThe Chief Justice's committee suggested v-ided by the 1949 New Zealand Act,
if the gift is that of the natural parents
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namely, that property passing under instruments executerl or .intestacies occurring before the date of adoption shouln
take effect ns if the adoption had not
occur,red.
Thi~
principle has been
adopted in the Bill. In this respect it
should be l10ted thait the 1950 New
Zealand Act goes further with respect
to wills, and that an adoption made between the making of a will and the death
of the testator will be recognized for the
purposes of the will.
Consideration has been given to the
question whether the exception should
be drawn more na,rrowly; in other
words, that it should apply only where
the instrument took effect before the
date of adoption. Such a restriction is
tempting ,at first sight. It would further
assist "in keeping pre-adoption facts
secret. Under complicated trust deeds
and wins, interests which take effect
con tingently ~nay vary or shift with new
births, and, in cases where a birth cannot be achieved, an adoption might be
arranged deliberately to circumvent
the donor, or to disappoint an expectant
beneficiary. It is considered wiser to
halt in this respect where the other
States and England have halted.
Sub-clause (1) of clause 3 contains a
general proposition that, for all purposes, the adopted child shall be deemed
to be the child of the adopters as if born
in lawful wedlock, and shall cease to be
considered the ,child of the natural
parents.
An exception is provided, in
that p.roperty passing under instruments
exe·cuted before the date of the adoption,
or on an intestacy occurring bp.fore that
date, shall pass as if the adopted child
remained the child of the natural
parents. Sub-clauses (2) and (3) provide that, for the purposes of prohibited
degrees of marriage' and for incest, and
so on, relationship both by blo'od and by
adoption stlall be taken into account.
Sub-clause (4) of clause 3 re-enacts
sub-section (8) of section 7 of the principal Act. That sub-section provides that
it shall be a misdemeanour, punishable
by two years' imprisonment, for a natural
parent or guardian of an adopted chHd
to abduct that child f,rom the adopters.
That provision was incorporated in
Victorian law in 1'936 to meet certain
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doubts that had arisen as to whether the
offence of child stealing, under section
60 of the Crimes Act, applied to the
natural parents.
It is considered that
the provision should be I'etained.
Sub-clause (5) is a provision taken
from the 1949 English Act. It enables
trustees 'and executors to distribute trust
property without inquiring into possibilities of adoption of any interested
party. If they have any knowledge of
adoption that may affect any property
rights, such trustees would be required
to inquire into the matter.
This provision should assist both in ,the administration of estates and in maintaining
secrecy as to adoptions. .
The new scheme introduced by the
clause is expressed to apply to all adoptions, whether made before or after the
Bill becomes law, but so that the operation of instruments executed before that
date shall not be affected.
The Bill also deals with three matters
relating to the machinery of legal adoption. Clause 2 has been inserted at the
request of the Law Institute of Victoria.
The Adoption of Children Act requires
consent to the adoption to be obtained
from the natural parents of the child
proposed to be adopted. Strictly, this
means that the parent should consent to
an adoption by an identified person.
However, it is desirable that the natural
parent should not know the identity of
the adopter. It is a usual practice for
the consent of parents to be obtained in
advance in blank, the details being subsequently filled in.
What generally
happens in an institution is that the
mother, probably unmarried, wishes to
have her child adopted. As the law
stands, she can fill in her name and give
her consent on the necessary form, but
the custom is for her to sign a blank
form. This clause legalizes the existing
custom. An amendment accordingly has
been included in the Bill to enable consent to be given by natural parents to
adoption of their children by a person or
persons unknown. The court, of course,
will still be required to follow the strict
procedure of the Act as to investigating
the circumstances under which the adoption is made and ensuring the welfare;>
of the child generally.
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The Law Institute has also suggested
the amendment that appears in clause 5
of the Bill. That clause enables the
adopter to select the Christian name of
the child. At present the Act restricts
his choice to the surname. The child's
Christian name might be Ermyntrude,
or something like that, which does not
fit into the picture of our home life.
In practice the court has given effect to
the wishes of adopters in respect of
Christian names also, but it would be
more satisfactory if the practice had a
legal sanction.
Finally, the Children's Welfare Department has directed attention to problems
that occur from the application of section 10 of the Adoption of Children Act.
That section provides, in sub-section (3),
that, subJect to any rules of court the
court shall appoint some person or body
to act as guardian ad litem of the infant
upon the hearing of the application, with
the object of safeguarding the interests
of the infant before the court.
The Children's Welfare Department has
pointed out that, whereas appointments
of representatives of that Department, or of adoption societies, are satisfactory, in many cases the appointment
of individual persons has proved unsatisfactory.
Applicants often nominate
somebody who knows them favourably,
and the desirable impartiality of such an
investigating agent is frequently absent.
For the most part, clergymen and other
private citizens are appointed. It is only
where the applicants have secured the
child from an experienced agency and an
officer of that agency is appointed as
guardian ad litem that all the important
aspects may be expected to come under
comprehensive investigation by a private
citizen. Consequently, there have been
instances of improperly arranged adoptions being approved when the court
apparently was not aware of disqualifying elements.
In this connection, in Queensland the
whole machinery of adoption is in the
hands of the Children's Welfare Department and not of the courts, and the
officers of the Department act as
guardians ad litem. It is not intended to
follow that procedure in Victoria.
Applications for adoption can, at the
Mr. Mitchell.
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option of the applicant, be brought
before the Supreme Court or any
County Court or, if all necessary consents have been obtained, a court of petty
sessions comprising a stipendiary magistrate. In practice about three-quarters
of the applications are dealt with in the
County Court and the remainder in petty
sessions.
The Judges and magistrates have
reason to be proud of their administration of the Act.
The community has
reason to be grateful for the work of the
adoption societies. The amendment proposed by clause 4 of the Bill is designed
to assist the courts by providing that the
guardians ad litem to be appointed by
the court shall' be ei ther officers of
the Children's Welfare Department or
responsible officers of approved adoption
societies. This should ensure that only
suitable persons will be charged with
this important and difficult office.
This Bill is short, but it is one of vital
social interest. The problems it deals
with are difficult and, as I have said, it
would be presumptuous to be dogmatic
about them. I feel sincerely that the
approach to the problems as presented
in this Bill will, if approved, be of
inestimable benefit to the community.
Mr. HOLT (Portland).-1 moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

Brigadier TOVELL
(Brighton).Would it be competent at this stage for
a member to move that this Bill be
referred to the Statute Law Revision
Committee?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Mibus).
- I understand that when the motion
for the adjournment of the debate has
been agreed to, the Attorney-General
will submit a motion along the lines
indicated by the honorable member for
Brighton.
The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and the debate
was adjourned until next day.
Mr. MITCHELL (Attorney-General),
- I move, by leaveThat the proposals contained in the
Adoption of Children (Amendment) Bill be
referred to the Statute Law Revision Committee for examination and report.

The motion was agreed to.
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HEALTH (MEAT SUPERVISION)

BILL.
Mr. FULTON (Minister of Health).J move-That this Bill be now read a second time

This measure is introduced for the
purpose of revising the system under
which fees are fixed for services provided in abattoirs operated by municipal
councils. At the present time, fees for
council abattoir services are in accordance with council by-laws made under the
provisions of section 292 of the Health
Act 1928. The relevant part of that
section is paragraph (c) which authorizes
a council to fix the rates of fees due and
payable to it for abattoir services.
vVhen this part of the Health Act
was originally designed, the services
supplied by councils in council-owned
abattoirs were somewhat limited. For
example, facilities for the efficient chilling of carcasses of meat were not provided and the provision of clean protective clothing was in many cases left
to the discretion of the employee.
'These services are important, particularly
when it is considered that the health
.services of the State are continually
striving to bring about a higher
degree of hygiene in the handling of
foodstuffs.
Another difficulty that has caused con.cern is the fact that under the provisions
of sections 284 and 292 of the Health
Act 1928 councils are not permitted to
fix fees for services at rates higher than
those specified in the Fifth Schedule to
that Act.
Although a new Fifth
.schedule was substituted by section
20 of the Health Act 1941, the rates
were not increased. The new schedule
merely specified additional items for
which charges may be made. Consequently, many of the maximum fees
fixed in the schedule are the same as
they were when the Health Act 1928 was
passed. That Act was a consolidation of
cearlier Health Acts, 'so that we must go
'Pack to 1919 or earlier to find the origin
of the present maximum rates.
It will be noted that the maximum
charges 'as fixed in the present Fifth
Schedule are nat appropriate. The fees
charged for large cattle, weight for
weight, are not in proportion to those
charged for sheep. Consequently, even

o
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with the present low maxima, few councils fix fees for the use of a public
abattoir for slaughtering sheep at the
maximum rate, but all charge the maximum allowed for large cattle. Comparative figures concerning costs of operation
have been taken out for the City of
Melbourne abattoirs. In 1919 the cost
of operation was nine hundredths of a
penny per pound of meat. At the present
time, this cost is approximately one
rarthing per pound, a rise of almost 200
per cent.
An examination has been made of the
operating costs and the receipts of
country council abattoirs at Rodney,
Ararat, Mildura, Warrnambool, Colac,
Horsham, Shepparton, Ballarat, and
Geelong, as well as metropolitan abattoirs operated by the Melbourne, Richmond, and South Melbourne councils.
Mr. GALVIN.-Will the Inland Meat
Authority be covered also?
Mr. FULTON.-I am not sure. Most
abattoirs are losing money, and those
that are not are charging on one of two
systems-either all services-including
some not listed in the Fifth Schedule-are charged for collectively; or especially
high charges are fixed for use of chilling
services, and so on, which are not
specified in the Fifth Schedule.
Municipal abattoirs provide a service
which is of benefit to many persons in
the surrounding municipalities. These
council-operated abattoirs are maintained at a high standard of cleanliness,
and have accomplished much in the
direction
of
doing
away
with
health hazards that were common in
former times. However, the Government feels that councils operating abattoirs-or the ratepayers in the municipal
areas of such councils-should not be
penalized because of the good work done
for the benefit of people in surrounding
districts. It is therefore proposed to
repeal the Fifth Schedule to the Health
Act 1928, and to vary section 284 and
section 292 of that Act, so that the
Governor in Council may by proclamation fix maximum rates and determine
services for which charges may be made
by councils. The 'actual rates to be
charged by indIvidual councils in respect
of abattoir services will be fixed within
the proclaimed limit by council by-law.
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Any by-laws made under the Health
Acts are subject to the general provisions
of sub-section (2) of section 353 of the
Health Act 1928. By this sub-section,
all by-laws under the Health Acts made
by councils must be submitted to the
. Commission of Public Health and approved by the Governor in Council before
they become operative. Consequently,
councils desiring to increase charges for
abattoir services will be required to
justify the increases before they are
authorized. The amendment proposed in
this Bill will not add ·appreciably to the
cost of meat, but will enable all charges
in council abattoirs 00 be regulated so
tha t this va'luable service can be provided
by 'a municipal council under the best
conditions without the ratepayers of the
municipality concerned being required to
subsidize that service for the benefit of
citizens of neighbouring communities.
I shall now explain the clauses. Subclause (1) of clause 1 is the short title,
and provides that the measure shall be
part of the Health Acts. Sub-clause (2)
provides that the Act shall come into
operation upon a date to be proclaimed.
This will enable the necessary proclamations and by-laws to be prepared prior
to the commencement of this amending
legislation. Sub-clause (1) of clause 2
proposes amendments to section 284 of
the principal Act, which, when amended,
will read(1) Every
council may demand and
receive fees and dues prescribed by by-laws
of the council but not exceeding those
specified by proclamation under this section(a) for the use of any abattoir of which
it is the owner for the slaughtering
of animals;
(b) for examining animals;
(c) for examining and branding carcasses
and meat pursuant to this Act;
(d) for giving certificates as to examinations made by meat inspectors;
(e) for the slaughtering and dressing of
animals by slaughtermen employed
by the council and the delivery of
carcasses and meat by carters employed by the council; and
(I) for such other abattoir services as are
specified by proclamation under this
section.
(2) The Governor in Council on the recommendation of the Commission may from
time to time by proclamation published in
the Government Gazette specify services for
the purposes of the last preceding SUb-section
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and the maximum fees and dues for thoseservices which may be prescribed by by-laws

of a council.

In place of the limits now imposed by
section 284 and by the Fifth Schedule to
the Health Act 1928, the amended section
will permit the Governor in Council to
determine the abattoir services for which
councils may make charges and to fix
upper limits to the charges to be made
for such services. The 'I'emainder of
the Bill is consequential to this alteration in method.
Sub-clause (2) of clause 2 will amend
consequentially paragraph (c) of section
292 of the principal Act, which will read,
inter aliaA council may and when required by the
Commission shall make by-laws for or with
respect to(c)

fixing the rates of fees or dues payable
to it under this Part but not exceeding those specified by proclamation
under this Part.

Although this section reads as if councils
are able to make by-laws without any
let or hindrance, the methods to be
adopted when making by-laws is set out
in sub-section (2) of section 353 of the
principal Act, which provides that before
any by-law becomes operative it must,
first, be submitted to the Commission of
Public Health, and, secondly, approved
by the Governor in Council. Sub-clause
(3) of clause 2 repeals the existing Fifth
Schedule to the Health Act 1928. The
rates specified in the schedule will in
future be fixed by proclamation by the
Governor 1n Council.
On the motion of Mr. GALVIN (Ben"
digo) , the debate was adjourned until
Tuesday, September 16.
HAIRDRESSERS REGISTRATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL.
Mr. FULTON (Minister of Health).I move-That this Bill be now read a second time.

In 1936, an Act was passed by the
Parliament of this State to set up an
organization to be responsible for the
proper training of hairdressers and for
the proper conduct of hairdressing establishments throughout the greater portion
of Victoria. The body so set up is known
as the Hairdressers Registration Board.
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Among other things, this Board was
authorized to register hairdressers; to
hold examinations in the various classes
of hairdressing; and generally to supervise the practice of hairdressing and ensure that standards of hygiene in hairdressers shops and in schools of hairdressing were maintained.
When the Hairdressers Registration
Act was passed in 1936, the prohability
of persons trained as' hairdressers coming from other States or from overseas
was considered remote, and no provision
was made for the recognition by the
Board O'f the qualifications of such per·sons.
However, since the Victorian
legislation c.ame int'O f'orce, other States,
particularly New South Wales, have
established systems of registration and
training. In recent times, a number of
approaches have been made to the
Government t'O have section 8 of the
Hairdressers Registration Act 1936
amended so that recognition may be
given in this State to persons trained
elsewhere in hairdressing to a standard
substantially equivalent to that in
Victoria.
This need is particularly noticeable in
border towns where a hairdresser,
trained in, say, Albury, may wish to take
employment in Wodonga. Under the
present legislation such a person must
now come to Melbourne, undergo a sh'Ort
course of training, and pass a special
examination set by the Hairdressers
Registration Board before Tegistration
may be effected.
Certain New Australians also are capable hairdressers,
but they must now receive some training
in Victoria before heing recognized as
hairdressers.
The amendment .propoS'ed in clause 2
of this Bill will enable the Hairdressers
Registration Board to register (a) any
one who has been trained in Victoria;
(b) anyone who has been trained 'and is
registered or entitled to be registered in
another State in AuS'tralia; and (c)
.any one who has practised hairdressing
anywhere in the world. To ensure that
the personS' desiring registration are
competent, the Board may in any case,
for want of other evidence, require the
applicant to undergo a specia.l examination.
This a'mendment will do away
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with some unnecessary ha-rdship imposed
by existing legislation and will not lower
the standard of hairdressing in any way.
Under the provisions of section 10 of
the Hairdressers Registration Act, the
operations of the Board are financed
by fees collected 'f'rom persons undergoing examina tion, and by special fees
collected annually fr'Om the .principals in
hairdressing businesses. Because of increased costs, the Board has sustained
considerable losses in recent years. During the last financial year, the Board
spent £1,801 5s. 4d. more :than it received,
and the deficiency this year is expected
to be at least as great. The Board had
some reserves' set aside for the purpose of
improving training and other matters
relating to its functions. These reserves
are almost exhausted and the Board
will not be able to continue its operations
on the present scale unless itS' income is
increased. The Government, therefore,
proposes. to permit the Board to increase
the annual registration fees to be paid by
owners of haIrdressing shops from
£1 1s. to £2 2s. and also to require
tha t all persons registered as hairdressers and employed as such shall pay
an annual registration fee of 5s. This
latter charge will serve two purposes.
It will provide the Board with additional
revenue and will als'O enahle the Board
to keep an accurate rec·ord of the number
of persons actually engaged in hairdressing work.
There are two other machinery provisions in the Bill. The first-in subclause (2) of clause 3-alters the date
at which the Hairdressers Registration
Board must issue a financial statement.
The greater portion of the Board's income
derives from registration fees and is
received early in. the calendar year.
Consequently, a financial statement issued
at the 30th of June does not show the
true financial position of that body, as
it still must meet six months operational
expenses although it receives little
revenue during the latter half of the
year.' The amendment proposed will
enable the Board to issue financial statements which do not create a false impression as to its solvency.
Sub-clause (3) of clause 3 is a provision consequential upon the change in
the date as proposed by sub-clause (2)
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of the same clause. Sub-clause (4)
corrects an anomaly which has become
apparent in recent years. Sub-section
(2) of section 16 of the Hairdressers
Registration Act 1936 states thatEvery person wilfully guilty of a contravention of any provision of this Act for
which no penalty is expressed shall be
liable to a penalty of not more than Ten
pounds.
Sub-section (1) of this section applies

to peI'lsons registered under the Act,
penalties for offences against the Act
and against any regulations thereunder.
As the Hairdressers Registration Act
is now framed, the proprietor of a shop
who is not a registered hairdresser cannot be prosecuted for breaches of the
regulations relating 'bo cleanliness, &c.
By inserting the words" or any regulation thereunder" after the word " Act "
in sub-section (2) of section 16, as proposed, this anomaly will be corrected.
Honorable members may be assured
that there is nothing in this Bill of a controversial nature. The amendments suggested have all been proposed by the
Hairdressers Registration Board and
accepted by the Government in an en-.
deavour to improve existing legislation
relating to the practice of hairdressing
in this State.
I come now to an explanation of the
clauses. Clause 1 is the short title.
This amending measure is to form part
of the Hairdressers Registration Acts
1936, 1938, and 1939.
As regards clause 2, the present subsection (2) of section 8 is substantially
the same as paragraph (a) of the proposed new sub-section (2) . The neW
provisions relate to the registration in
this State of persons (a) who have been
trained and registered in other States,
and (b) persons who have practised
hairdressing anywhere. in the world.
The Hairdressers Registration Board, if
it deems fit, may require an applicant for
registration to pass an examination in
the particular class of hairdressing for
which registration is desired.
The
Minister of Health of New South Wales,
among others, has asked the Government of Victoria to make arrangements
Mr. Fulton.
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for trained hairdressers from other
States to be registered and permitted to
follow their trade in Victoria.
Sub-clause (1) of clause 3 is inserted
for the purpose of increasing the revenue
of the Hairdressers Registration Board.
Honorable members will notice the·
wording of the relevant paragraphs(a) (b) and. (c). If the amendments.
are approved, sub-section (4) of section
10 of the Principal Act will read as.
follows:There shall be paid to the Board during
the month of January in each year by every
person registered under this Act who is
practising hairdressing as an employee the
sum of Five shillings and by every person
so registered who is practising hairdressing
as a principal in any business or as a
teacher a fee of Two pounds two shillings;
and if any such person makes default in
paying such fee the registration of such
person may be suspended but such suspension shall be annulled on payment of
the annual fee together with such additional
fee not exceeding Five shillings in the case
of an employe and not exceeding One pound
one shilling in the case of a principal or'
teacher as the Board directs and on giving a
satisfactory explanation of such default.

The effect will be that hairdressers,.
other than the owners of shops or
teachers of hairdressing, will pay an
annual registration fee of 5s. Fees of
principals-shop owners and teacherswill be increased from one to two guineas.
Where an application for re-registration
is not lodged during the month of January, the Hairdressers Registration Board
may fine employees up to 5s. and principals up to £1 1s. In recent years, the
Board's financial position has been
deteriorating. It has spent £1,000 or
more per year over its income during
the past three years. Only by drawing
upon cash from a reserve fund has the·
Board been able to pay its way. It will
not be able to do this much longer.
Dealing now with sub-clauses (2) ·and
(3) of clause 3, I point out that at the
present time the Hairdressers Registration Board js required to issue a financial
statement to the end of June each year.
Most of the Board's income is obtained
early in the year; consequently, any
financial statement issued as at the 30th
of June does not give a true picture,
since the expenses of the Board in the
second half of the year are just as great
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as those in the first half, while the
income is negligible. Sub-clause (3) is
consequential and will cover the
transit,ion period.
Clause 4 inserts in sub-section (2) of
section 16 of the principal Act, after the
word" Act It, the words" or any regulation thereunder." At the present time
section 16 states:-(l) That a person
registered under the Act who is guilty
of a breac~ of the provisions of the Act
or the regulations thereunder is liable to
a fine of £10; and (2) that every person
wilfully guilty of a contravention of any'
provision of this Act is liable to a fine
of not more than Ten pounds. There is
a loophole in that respect. If a person
who is not registered under the Act but
who owns a hairdressing saloon is guilty
of a breach of the regulations, he cannot
be prosecuted. As the Board makes
regulations as to " standards of hygiene
sanitation and safety to be observed in
premises where hairdressing is practised ", the effects of this loophole could
be serious, as the Board has no power
to enforce its regulations in any hairdressing saloon which is not conducted
by a registered hairdresser. The amendment proposed will close the loophole.
Mr. HAYES (Melbourne).-I moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

Mr. WHATELY (Camberwell).-May
I ask whether the Minister would be
good enough to obtain, and present to a
representative of each of the parties in
this House, not only the last balancesheet of the Hairdressers Registration
Board, but also a detailed statement
regarding expenditure? I think such
information would 'aid the discussion of
this measure, and I seek the Minister's
assurance.
Mr. FULTON (Minister of Health).I will submit the request of the honorable
member for Camberwell to the chairman
of the Hairdressers Registration Board,
and, if the information sought is available, I shall be only too willing to let
the Leaders of the two parties concerned
have it.
The motion for the adjournment of
the debate was agreed to, and the debate
was adjourned until Tuesday September
16.
. '
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STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION
(BORROWING) BILL.
Mr. DODGSHUN (Minister in Charge
of Electrical Undertakings).-I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill provides for an enlargement of
the Commission's borrowing powers by
£50,000,000 to £165,500,000, and makes
permanent the present limit of £7,000,000
on the extent to which the Commission
may obtain advances by bank overdraft.
This limit was increased by Parliament in
July, 1951, from £2,000,000 to £7,000,000
for a period of two years only. In 1950,
when Parliament approved of the second
stage of the Morwell project, comprising
the third and fourth briquette factories
and ancillary works, the Commission's
borrowing powers were at the same time
increased to £115,500,000. This increase
was to enable the Commission to finance
its construction programme over the
financial years 1951-52 to 1952-53. Borrowings at the end of June last amounted
to just on £100,000,000. With the loan
raisings which have to be undertaken by
the end of the present financial year,
the Commission's borrowing authority
would be exhausted.
.
As members are aware, the development of this State from the point of
view of both city and country dwellers
is in no small measure dependent upon
the progress made with the Commission's
plans not only to increase substantially
the output of electricity and fuel but
also the ultimate extension of electricity
supply to all inhabited areas of the State
as was provided for in the Commission's
plan for the final phase of rural electrification which was placed on the table
of the House last year. The rate of
progress in all of these vast projects
both for the production and distribution
of electricity and fuel is now limited
only by the extent to which the necessary
finance can be made available. Shortages
in the amount of loan moneys available
to the Commission since last year have
caused the deferment of some of the
work on several projects vital to the
needs of the State, particularly the Kiewa
hydro-electric project and the Morwell
briquette project, and the slowing down
of other works. Despite these reverses
if sufficient money is available for othe;
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projects nearing completion, a considerable increase in generating capacity will
be achieved by the end of next year and
this will virtually solve the State's
power shortage. The Commission must,
however, not only overtake the present
power and fuel shortage but ultimately
build up an adequate reserve of plant
for the satisfactory operation of the
system in any emergency.
Since the war and up to the end of
June this year, the Commission had installed approximate.ly 100,000 kilowatts
of new generating plant, equal to about
25 per cent. of the total installed capacity
of the system seven years ago ; meantime
it has increased the annual electricity
production by 80 per cent. During this
period a considerable amount of effort
and money has been expended on a huge
programme of major works, the results
of which will become evident during the
next eightep.n months when, provided the
approved loan raisings are forthcoming,
an additional 200,000 kilowatts of new
generating plant-a 40 per cent. increase
-will be "added to 'the State supply
system. Inclusive of these additions, the
Com,mission has on order and aims to
install by the end of 1958 nearly 750,000
kilowatts of new generating plant or
approximately one and ,a half times the
present installed capacity; again, however, the rate of progress is dependent
entirely upon finance.
Thus, in the seven years since the war
ended, the Commission's huge works progra'mme has been designed to over'take
the leeway O'f the war year,s and to keep
pace with the rapid growth in electricity
requirements since then. Now, for the
first time, the attainment of its objective
is in 'sight.
Very recently, a new 38,000-kilowatt
generator was placed in servi'ce-at half
rating until early '1953-at the Richmond power station, this being the first
of the major works 'to .come into operation this financial year.
Other major
additions to the interconnected State
syste.m due for completion during the
next e.ighteen months are as 'follows:YaUourn Power Station: One 50,000kilowa tt genera tor due ·to be in service
late next year, with three more 50,000kilowatt generators due to follow at
approxim'ately yearly intervals.
Mr. Dodg8hun.
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Kiewa Hydro-Electric Undertaking:
New 60,OOO~kilowatt underground power
station, with two of its four generators
in service next year, the remaining two
to be completed by the middle of 1954.
Newport Power Station: New 30,000kilowatt frequ~ncy changer and additional steam plant to be in service within
the next few months.
Geelong "B" Power Station: Entirely
new 30,000-kilowatt steam-electric power
station, additional to Geelong's existing
power station, being built and to be in
service by the end of 1953.
Ballarat "B"· Power Station: Entirely new 20,000-kilowatt 'Steam-electric
power station, additional to Ballarat's
existing power station, being built and
to be in service by the end of 1953.
Shepparton
Diesel-Electric
Power
Station: Due for completion in 1953.
Nine generators with a total installed
capacity of 10,000 kilowatts.
Warrnambool Diesel-Electric Power
Station: Due for completion in 1953.
Six genera tors with a total installed
capacity of 5,000 kilowatts.
Spencer-street Power Station (Mel:bourne City Council): Two generators,
one of 30,000 kilowatts, 'the other of
15,000 kilowatts, to be in service during
1953. Although owned and operated by
the Melbourne City Council, this power
station forms part of the State system,
and extensions are therefore of benefit to
consumers in all areas served by the
State system.
These additions to the State sytstem,
which include the' construction of five
new peak load stations in provincial
cities and im'portant countTY centres, will
form the basis of a considerable extension
of the distribution system to serve not
only the metropolitan and urban areas
but the rural areas throughout the State.
However, it is important to realize that
no matter where the new power stations
in the interconnected 'system are located,
they all feed into, a common pool which
now serves 587,000 consumers through a
network covering approxi-mately twothirds of Victoria; peak load stations are
designed to boost the system at points
near the ,main load areas during the
periods of peak demand.
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It was only in anticipation of the
<expansion of the generating system that
it was possible for the State Electricity
Commission to contemplate the record
-extension of supply to consumers
.achieved during the past twelve months.
No fewer than 27,000 new consumers
were connected through the year ended
the 30th of June last; of them, 19,000, or
75 per cent., were in ·country areas. Included in th'ls over-all record was a total
-of 2,300 farm connections, exceeding by
'25 per cent. the previous record for
new farm connections achieved only the
year before. But this excellent result
was obtained only through the "self'help" plan, whereby, in order to overcome the shortage of capital funds available, consumers in the new supply areas
agreed to contribute 50 per cent. of the
.capital cost involved in extending supply
to their properties, this amount being
<credited to their electricity accounts and
·offset against electricity charges for a
period of five years, when any balance
would be refunded.
It was with gratification that I
announced to-night that the Government
and Commission had agreed as from the
1st of July, 1952, that the interest would
be credited in respect of the balance contributed by these consumers. In the case
of the groups who have subscribed-it
does not maHer on which date-they
will have interest at 4 per cent. per
.annum credited to their account as from
the 1st of July. It was not possible to do
so before this date, and an arrangement has been made so that it can take
.effect. The idea is that because of the
scar-city of cash resources of the Commission the interest shall be credHed to
the consumer's account at the rate of
1 per cent. quarterly on the reducing
balances of the account. That will continue until the five-year period is con-

cluded.

Mr. LEMMoN.-That is only just.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-I think honorable
members understand that if there is any
credit at the end of the term of five years
the Commission has undertaken to repay
that amount, and the interest will be
paid in full to that date.
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I wish 'also to say that the spirit of
these people 'is to be highly COIn'mended,
because it has been largely through their
efforts in this time of financial stringency
that the Commission has been able to
get groups of men together to carry out
the work. I mention this pavticularly
because it has been felt by some people
who have contributed that fuey have
had to wait their turn. That means that
money has been lodged with the Commission without interest, and it is felt
that justice will be done by this concession.
From the 1st of July, 1952, interest will
be credited in respect of the balance of
the amount contributed by the consumers. I feel that this spirit of "selfhelp" amongst our country people must
be praised .
In all the Commission's vast plans, it
is obvious that the key to progress is
the ob.taining of the necessary finance, as
unless this is forthcoming construction
work must be further retarded and in
some cases brought to a complete standstill. It must be remembered that,
although there is now respite from irksome electricity restrictions, the continuation of this desirable state of affairs
is by no means assured, and will rest
upon the Commission's programme proceeding as rapidly as possible. It would
be most regrettable if further delays to
the installations of new plant were to
occur.
The Bill will give the Commission
authority to proceed with its loan raising
programme up to a limit of £165,500,000,
which should be adequate for a further
two years. The success or otherwise of
the loan raisings programme, of course,
will depend in no small measure upon
the support given to the Commission
through public and private loans over
and above what the Government has
been able to provide from the heavily
reduced Loan Council allocations.
Mr. LEMMoN.-Naturally that will be
inside the loan allocation. The Commis'sion cannot go beyond what the Loan
Council states.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-The State Electricity Com·mission is classified as a semiGovern.ment body under the Loan Council plan. Semi-Government bodies have
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toO observe the gentlemen's agreement
laid down by that Council, and more
or less their borrowing powers are
restricted.

Mr. HAYES.-Those bodies can go on

the market for their own money?
Mr. OODGSHUN.-Yes.
Mr. HAYEs.-They cannot fix their
rates of interest?
Mr. DODGSHUN.-~he rates of interest generally are agreed on by the
Loan Council.
The second part of the Bill relates
to the bank overdraft. In July, 1951,
Parliament agreed to an increase in the
maximum amount the Commission could
raise by bank overdraft from £2,000,000
to £7,000,000 for a period of two years.
Unless further legislation is passed, this
limit will revert to £2,000,000 after the
30th of June next.
Members are well aware that the
financial position since the passing of
this legislation last year has been such
that the need for additional overdraft
accommodation is now much more
urgent, and the magnitude of the Commission's ,forward construction programme fully warrants the present limit
being made permanent. Moreover, they
will be aware of the necessity for a substantial bank accommodation between
loan Taisings so that the works programme can proceed as evenly as practicable. Honorable members will recall
that .when I brought in the Bill for the
temporary raising of the overdraft to
£7,000,000, I spoke of the hiatus between
the loans and said that it was necessary
for the Commission to finance and keep
its works going.
The increase of the
overdraft limit was a valuable medium
to fuat effect.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-Tbe Loan Council
did not appreciate that.
M,r. DODGSHUN.-Everybody will
appreciate that the Commission had to
make every effort to finance its job
within its legallimitations. In addition,
during the last twelve or fifteen months
of financial stringency, this overdraft
accommodation has been absolutely es-
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sential to meet ::\ substantial part of our
commitments in respect of the State's
power and fuel projects.
I know that not only the Government
but all honorable members are most
anxious that there should be no unavoidable delay in attaining the objectives set down by the State Electricity
Commission which are so vitaUy important to the State and the nation. This
proposal is to ensure that there is no lack
of money to meet the short-term requirements of the Commission. That is the
purport of the Bill, which I oommend
to the House. I ,feel that honorable
members are seised of the urgency of
carrying the measure, and so I ask for
its reasonable expedition.
On ,the ,motion of Mr. HAYES ('Melbourne), the debate was adjourned until
Tuesday, September 16.
MOTOR CAR (AMENDMENT) BILL.
The debate (adjourned from August
19), on the motion of Mr. Dodgshun
(Chief Secretary) for the second reading
of this Bill was resumed.
Mr. STONEHAM (IMidlands).-This
is a small but nevertheless important
Bill, which has for its purpose the improvement of road safety measures in
Victoria by raising the qualifications
necessary before any person may engage
in the driving of certain types of
vehicles, both passenger and goods.
I shou~d like to quote clause 2 of
the Bill, which embodies the proposed
amendments concerning the issue of driving licences. It provides, inter alia(1) Section twenty-one of the Principal
Act is hereby amended as follows:(a) At the ,end of sub-section (2) there
shall be inserted the following proviso:"Provided that a licence to drive
a motor car (other than a motor
cycle) issued pursuant to this subsection shall not entitle the holder
to drive upon a highway
(a) a motor car with forward
control constructed for the
carriage of passengers and
with seating capacity fat'
more than twelve adult
persons; or
(b) a motor car (other than a
motor car with forward
control) constructed for
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the carriage of passengers
and with seating capacity
for more than twelve adult
persons; or
(c) an arUculated motor carunless the licence is extended by the
Chief Commissioner by indorsement thereon for the appropriate
purpose" ; and
At the end of the section there shalJ
be inserted the following subsection:"(6) In this sectiori 'motor car
with forward control' means a
motor car in which the driver's
controls are placed at or close to
the front of the vehicle and not
behind the engine."

This measure, which is commendable,
raises the whole question of road safety
and the appalling toll of life that is
taking place at the present time through
road accidents. If the problem is viewed
from that angle, we are forced to the
conclusion that this is indeed a very
modest measure and that while the
Government was dealing with the subject of road safety, it should have gone
much further and included in the Bill
other provisions designed to lessen the
number of fatalities and accidents. At
various times most members of this
House have expressed horror and grave
concern at the alarming number of deaths
and injuries resulting from accidents
that occur on the roads every year.
It is interesting to note the following
report, which appears in to-day's Age}
and which was cabled by that news9 a per's correspondent in London. Under
the heading, "Horror of Road Accident
Rate," it reads as 'foHows:The people of the next century would
look with horror upon the present generation's toleration of road accidents, the British
Association was told last night at Belfast.
Professor A. MacBeath, . of Belfast
University, said: "We find it easy to blame
our forefathers for the moral insensitiveness which allowed child labor, unhygienic
factories and the growth of slums. In part
they were applying the mental habits of the
eighteenth century to the new problems of
the nineteenth.
"Is not there the same time lag to-day?
Road casualties in one week last year
amoun ted to more than 6,000, and in the year
equalled the casualties of a major war.
"I believe our successors will regard our
complacency and failure to deal with this
effectively, as one of the most extraordinary examples of moral insensitiveness
in the history of our race," he said.
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That is a most significant statement coming from such a noted authority as Professor MacBeath. We have become complacent about the fact that there is
greater loss of life through road accident's than from the hostilities of war.
As I said before, I commend the
Government for bringing forward this
Bill, but in my opinion the measure
should have been more far-reaching with
a view to ensuring a greater measure of
road safety. I have in mind particularly
such outstanding matters as a compulsory, periodical mechanical examination
of all vehicles by competent mechanics,
who would be properly classified, and
the creation of a special traffic court,
which would be presided over by a bench
adequately trained in giving leadership
as well as in meting out punishment to
those who contravened the rules of the
road.
Another matter to which the Government should give attention is the adoption of uniform regulations in conjunction with other States, under the Australian Road Safety Council.
I trust
that in the very near future the Chief
Secretary will introduce a Bill containing
amendments to the Motor Car Act, other
than those embodied in this measure,
with the object of trying to avoid the
loss of lives which will inevitably continue to occur if bold and effective action
is not taken to alter the deplorable conditions that prevail in relation to road
traffic to-day.
I have before me a report of the 34th
National Safety Congress of the United
States of America and, although I have
not yet had time to study it closely, I
notice from the report of the proceedings
that great prominence is given to the
traffic courts which function in that
country. Far-reaching claims are made
for the efficiency of those tribunals in
. improving conditions in road traffic in
the United States of America. We know
thAt the toll of life on the roads in
America is very high, but it is reasonable
to assume, from this report, that the
shocking loss of life in that country
would be even greater but for the operation of the traffic courts. Nearer home,
in Sydney, traffic courts have proved
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beyond doubt that they can contribute
very materially towards a lessening of
the toll of the road.
I do not wish to say a great deal about
the Bill. The terms of clause 2 mean
that the status will be raised of those
professional drivers who have to undertake the onerous task of driving big
vehicles, both passenger and goods.
Honorable members will unanimously
endorse the view that the person who
just scrapes through the test to qualify
for a licence to drive a light car should
not be automatically entitled to sit in
the driver's seat of a big passenger bus
or a huge semi-trailer.
I commend the Government on the
action that it has taken to ensure that
the driver,s of these vehicles will be pr.operly Hcensed.. They must satilsfy a
competent authority of their ability to
discharge the duty of driving big
vehicles. I offer a 'vvord of criticism
that, when dealing with the subject of
road safety, the Government did not include in the Bill provisions for a periodical compulsory mechanical examination
of road vehicles and for the establishment of special traffic courts. I trust
that the Chief Secretary will indicate
the intentions of the Government concerning these matters, because the evidence in support of their introduction is
overwhelming. Victoria is lagging behind other States and other countries in
different parts of the world in not including such provisions in its Motor Car Act.
Mr. REID (Box Hill.)-I commend
this Bill. Members of my party are
in favour of the measure and regard it as
very sound in the interests of public
safety. In his second-reading speech, the
Chief Secretary stated that the introduction of the measure was in the interests
of the safety of the public, as there
are a number of types of motor vehicles
of a complicated nature, and special
knowledge is required to drive them.
As the law is at present, a person
holding an ordina'ry motor driver's
licence, which he or she has obtained to
drive a normal type of passenger vehicle,
is entitled to drive a vehicle of a much
more complicated type and requiring
special skill. This measure has been
brought forward to ensure that persons
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who have to llrive special types of
vehicles should hold a suitable licence.
Similar provisions have al'ready been
introduced in New South Wales, and
Parliament will be wise to do likewise in
Victoria.
This matter is not controversial. The
Bill has been recommended. by officers in
the Department administering the Motor
Car Act and they are best qualified to
speak on the subject. However, the
Chief Secretary might give attention to
one matter before the Bill is transmitted
to the other House. I refer to the
question of persons learning to drive one
of the particular types of vehicles
specified in the Bill. Section 22 of the
consolidated Act states that an unlicensed person may receive instruction
pI10vided that there is a qualified person
seated beside him.
It may be necessary later to clarify
tha t section to ensure that the person
seated beside the driver is qualified to
hand~e the particular type of vehicle for
which the driver seeks the special type
of licence. I do not wish to delay the
pa'ssage of the measure, but I suggest
that before the Bill is introduced in the
Council the Chief Secretary might consider whether a special provision such as
I have suggested is necessary.
Mr. DODGSHUN.-I inquired into the
matter raised by the honorable member
and was advised that section 22 is effective.
Mr. REID.-I understand that the
Chief Secretary has inquired into the
matter I raised and is satisfied that the
measure is satisfactory. I commend the
Bill as a praiseworthy measure.
Mr. FRASER (Grant).-This Bill need
not be debated at great length-it has
been commended by members on both
sides of the House. In his second-reading speech, the Chief Secretary clearly
explained the purpose of the measure, and
stated that certain legislation was now
being considered in New South Wales.
Enactments of this kind have been in
operation in Great Britain for some few
years and also exist in a number of
European countries.
The Bill contains three clauses, of
which clauses 2 and 3 are the only ones to
which attention need be directed. Clause
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3 deals with a matter other than that
of the issue of drivers' licences. Briefly,
it clarifies a question that previously
might have been in doubt, namely, the
ability of the Country Roads Board and
municipalities t'O prohibit the use on
certain, roads, of trailers attached to
vehicles. This is becoming increasingly
necessary because, on roads where a
prohibition of heavy traffic would
operate, the carrying of heavy loads
causes destruction of th'Oroughfares very
quickly, and in view of present-day
condittions it is necessary that the roads
should be protected as much as possible.
Most road users are law-abiding, and
even though there may have been some
doubt in the past regarding the effectiveness of section 31 of the principal Act,
the majority of drivers would observe
any prohibition applying to roads,
whether goods were carried on the
vehicle itself or on a trailer. However,
there is the odd one in every multitude
who will not observe restrictions, and, I
agree with the Chief Secretary that clarification in the manner suggested is necessary.
Concerning the provisions for the issue
of certain classified drivers' licences, I
agree with previous speakers who have
pointed out that such a move is necessary
in the public safety. As the law is at
present, a youth of at least eighteen
years of age who possesses a driver's
licence may lawfully drive a vehicle
carrying a number of passengers and
may also drive a heavy articulated
vehicle; perhaps it is more dangerous
to drive a vehicle of the latter
class. Unfortunately, when many youths
get behind the wheel of a powerful motor
vehicle, they evince a desire to trnvel at
high speeds and 'are unmindful of the
need for exercising special precautions;
they are unaware of the control necessary in handling vehicles of that kind.
Having regard to the ever-increasing
volume of traffic using our roads, it is
desirable that proper care should be
exercised to ensure that persons in charge
of vehicles of the description covered by
the Bill are properly qualified to drive
them.
This measure is endorsed not only by
all who give some thought to road safety
but also by all transport interests and by
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transport drivers themselves. Its passage will raise the classification of the
drivers of these vehicles and I consider
that shortly those engaged in the transport industry will place a good, deal of
value on drivers' licences of the type it
is now proposed should be issued.
I
commend the Government for having
introduced the Bill.
Mr. MERRIFIELD (Moonee Ponds).
-The implications of this comparatively
small measure are fairly wide, but it does
not go far enough to provide the remedy
required. Clause 2 refers to a motor car
with a forward control, and an articulated motor car. It is suggested that
there is a predominant reason why
drivers of those types of vehicles
should hold a special licence, but
the Chief Secretary did not indicate why those types are separated
from others.
As far as I am
aware, there are no precise records of
dangers which arise from the use of
those vehicles. No particular case has
been made with respect to them. If the
provision is included for safety reasons
only then I would go further and incorporate other classes of vehicles the
driving of which requires more care
than is' being exercised at present.
I question whether or not it is
the mechanical features of those types
of vehicles that are at issue, or whether
it is the personal factor of the driver
who controls them.

Mr. DODGsHuN.-The personal factor
here is the qualification of the driver.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-In 1948, 471,000
licences were issued with respect to
319,000 vehicles, of which 57,000 were
commercial, 869 were omnibuses, and
9,929 were trailers. 'It is possible that
some of the 869 omnibuses were forwardcontrol driven, as they were not likely to
be articulated types. It is in the 57,000
commercial vehicles that the two types
specifically referred to in the Bill occur.
Some relatively small commerCial
vehicles used in the city have forward
controls. I have watched many of them
in use and in no sense are they the
menace on our roads that are other
types of vehicles when controlled by
certain classes of drivers.
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In the November-December 1951 issue
of The Safety News} it was pointed outA problem, ever increasing year by year,
is that of the deaths and accidents on our
roads. These have now reac'hed such proportions as to become a matter of urgent
national importance. This is best illustrated
by referring to the figures for the five-year
period 1944-45 to 1948-49, during which we
find that for Australia there were
no less than 6,399 persons killed and 110,888
persons injured in road accidents throughout the Commonwealth. The magnitude of
the loss is emphasized when we compare
these figures with the service casualties of
the
Australian armed forces
during
two world wars. These are as follows:World War I., 59,342 killed and 166,819
wounded. World War II., 37,520 killed and
180,864 wounded.

The five-year accident toll on our roads
is almost comparable with the casualties
in two major wars. Will this Bill remedy
the road toll to any great degree?
Mr. DODGSHUN.-It is a medium towards that end. YO'..l have mentioned
the personal human factor. On Sunday
night a driver in a small car came around
the curves at Bacchus Marsh and made
a second line when he had no road
visibility. I saw him on the plains
nearer to Melbourne again when he had
no visibility, and there was a long stream
of cars, but again he went out and made
a second line. What can you do with
that type of driver?
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-There are small
forward controlled types of vehicles
which are relatively safe in the hands of
most licensed drivers, yet those drivers
will be required to hold a special licence.
If such a commercial vehicle is owned by
a firm anyone of its drivers might have
to take out the vehicle at a moment's
notice. Each driver employed by that
firm will be required to hold a special
licence against the day on which he
might be called on to drive the small
forward-controlled panel van.
Brigadier TOVELL.-Your figures are
all wrong. Only a small proportion of the
community were prepared to meet the
hazards of war but everybody meets the
hazards of the road.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-I do not know
what point the honorable member is trying to make. He is an authority on
militarism; I am not, and I have no
desire to. be.

Bill.

Mr. DODGSHuN.-Are· you suggesting
that a panel van would come within the
ambit of this measure?
Mr.
MERRIFIELD.-Yes,
because
many of them are forward-controlled
vehicles.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-The only way in
which they would be covered wou~d be
if they were carrying passengers and the
vehicle had a seating capacity for more
than twelve adult persons.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-Any forwardcontrolled motor vehicle car,rying passengers would come under the Bill. I
am not quibbling, but this measure does
not touch the fringe of the problem. The
test that will be imposed on drivers will
be to prove their ability to handle certain types of motor cars. Having satisfied the examiner, the driver will then
be entitled to a licence. There are many
drivers quite capable, in a mechanical
sense, of handling vehicles on the roads,
but they are completely incapable of
handling other types of vehicles with
safety to the public.
Many people will obtain the special
licence provided for in the Bill because
they will drive the two types of vehicles
named, but they will be a'S great a
menace on the road as they are now
without the special licence.
I believe
the safety which the Chief Secretary
assumes will be provided by the Bill does
not inherently lie in it at all; apparently
the honorable gentleman is working on
wrong premises.
Some people driving articulated
vehicles to cart timber on country
roads are a menace both because
of the articulR ted vehicle and the
load they carry and also because
of the way in which they drive. The
real danger lies in the manner in which
a driver handles a· vehicle but the Bill
will not cover that phase of the problem.
The Chief Secretary knows that many
car drivers ought to be put off the Toad.
That applies to drivers in the city. I do
not wish to specify certain drivers who
are on the road for occupational reasons,
but some of them should be given driving
lessons by the police. Their road manners are deplorable, and when they become a menace to other drivers official
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notice should be taken of the matter.
I cannot see that the Bill will remedy
the present situation.
Mr. DODGSHuN.-The general motor
car leg1slation will do so. When a driver
is charged, the court ha's power to suspend or cancel his driving licence.
Mr. MERR~LD.-The Chief Secretary said that the Bill was designed to
protect the public, but I contend that
it will not do so.
Mr. DoDGSHUN.---..!It would be impossible to draft one measure to safeguard
all people using the roads.
Mr. MERR1¥IELD.-I am prepared to
concede some of the Chief Secretary's
argwnents, because certain provisions of
the Motor Car Act should be enforced
to afford better protection to the public.
For instance, I would take a drunken
driver off the road, and I would impose
the blood test on any driver suspected
of drunkenness. [have driven cars for
25 years without accident, and I have
had many experiences of drunken
driving.
I understand that the procedure with a blood test is simple and
that it is a legitimate safeguard of the
public interest. It also protects a driver
alleged to be drunk. I would stiffen
many of the penalties but not so much
those covering paltry traffic offences. I
suppose there is hardly a driver who has
not committed such an offence occasionally. However, more notice should
be taken of dangerous incidents and
heavier penalties should be imposed upon
culprIts. In all other respects a driver
may be a well-meaning man, and when
he sits behind the wheel of a motor car
he is no less responsible for any action
leading to the death of another person
than is one who causes the death of a
person in some other way.
I understand that the Motor Registration Branch is well behind in its administration, particularly in the handling of
licences, motor registrations, and the
payments to insurance companies of
third-party insurance collections. Some
time ago insurance c.ompanies complained
th'at payments due to them for thirdparty insurance were months behind. If
th~s measure is intr.oduced to cover
articulated vehicles, or vehicles with forward controls ~arrying passengers, all
Session 1951-52.-[76]
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buginess firms owning such vehicles will
be compelled to ·see that their employees
obtain 'a special licence. That would
involve the branch in additional work,
and I would like to know what assurance
members' have that it can deal with these
matters.
A further aspect is that in the past
many people have renewed their registrations by posting the form and the payment to the Motor Registration Branch,
and they have received receipts in due
course.
In what way will they be
challenged as t.o the type of vehicle they
are driving? Will the registration form
indicate that a different l'icence must
be held by drivers of these particular
vehicles? In Committee, I trust that
the Chief Secretary will indicate that
these aspects will be covered.
Colonel LEGGATT.----,Sub-clause (2) of
clause 1 of the Bill provides that
the Act will not be proclaimed until
people are informed of these matters.
The Chief Secretary adverted to that
aspect in the course of his second-reading
speech.
[Mr. MERRIFIELD.-Doubtless, the
position will become appa'rent to many
people when they renew their licences
or when they are caught driving a
vehicle for which they should hold a
special licence, otherwise the tendency
will be to avoid t.he p~ovisions of the Bill.
Steps should be taken to bring these
points to the attention of all drivers
concerned. Clause 3 relates to load limits
on trailers. Not much need be said in
regard to this matter, except that a previous amending Bill contained all sorts
of conditions relating to motor cars,
including loading.. In the 1944 Country
Roads Board report, the Chief Engineer
said, inter aliaA tentative conclusion that minimum cost
of transportation to the community as a
whole is afforded by the loading of vehicles
up to 8,500 lb. per wheel, (17,000 lb. per
axle). Any increase beyond this economic
wheel load limit for general haulage
purposes seems unwarranted.

A load of 4 tons a wheel or 8 tons
an axle seems to imply a maximum
load on our roads of approximately
16 tons, but many loads exceed
that tonnage. It is obvious that the
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load on any motor car or trailer which
exceeds the limit will damage roads, and
thus will prove uneconomic. Whether
the engineer of the Country Roads Board
considered the matter in a narrow sense,
as to whether the load limit was economic
for the operator, or whether he took
into account the burden on the community for the construction of roads, I
do not know. However, we must take a
view that has regard for the element of
safety.
We know that a great deal of damage
resulted to many Victorian roads because
vi. the intense traffic during the worst
months of the winter of 1951, and that
during the railway strike two years ago
considerable damage was caused to
our main roads, which in the main are
the strongest of our road structures, in
a period of a relatively few weeks;
probably damage amounting to thousands
of pounds was done. When there is an
economic policy of road construction and
maintenance in Victoria, we cannot afford
to permit operators to run their vehicles,
with excessive loads, possibly at a
saving to themselves, because there may
be a most adverse effect on the condition
of State roads.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Road operators did
a good job during the railway strike.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-That may be so.
I am not arguing that point, but I am
stressing the fact that we are laying
down standards for our roads on a longterm basis, and if weights are permitted
on roads not constructed to carry them
an injury will be done not only to road
transport operator.s but to every 'One concerned. As the finances of the State
are always in a parlous condition surely
we should not do anything that will
cause injury to our roads and thus to
the State itself. In my opinion, load
limits are all right when they are laid
down by the Country Roads Board in
respect of highways and main roads,
which are fairly well constructed, but
those limits may be excessive for minor
roads. Limits should not be fixed for all
types of roads. I consider that there
ought to be a tapering down of vehicle
loads to fit in with the over-all road construction programme of the State and the
municipalities. If any other view is
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taken there will certainly be unwarranted
damage to our roads at a cost of millions
of pounds.
I have no objection to the word
" trailer" being inserted in section 31 of
the principal Act because its omission
was an oversight when the Bill which
became the principal Act was considered.
I hope that the Country Roads Board
will consider placing a load limit on
vehicles in accordance with the types of
roads, rather than apply a uniform load
limit to strongly built highways and
also to light metal roads with an oil seal
which may crack up under the first heavy
vehicle. I hope that the Minister of
Health will bring this matter to the attention of the Minister of Public Works who
controls the Country Roads Board so that
a proper load limit may be applied to
various types of roads.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time, and
passed through its remaining stages.
ADJOURNMENT.
MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN TRAMWAYS BOARD: OVERSEAS RECRUITMENT
OF STAFF: BOURKE-STREET BUSES:
PROSECUTION OF DRIVERS-COUNTRY
ROADS BOARD: HORDERN VALE-ApOLLO
BAY ROAD:
POSITION OF TIMBER
WORKERS-STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION: DISPOSAL OF EQUIPMENTPARLIAMENT HOUSE: QUEEN'S HALL:
FILLING OF BAY.
Sir ALBERT LIND
Lands).-I move-

(Minister

of

That the House, at its riSing, adjourn
until to-morrow at half-past Three o'clock.

The motion was agreed to.
Sir ALBERT LIND
Lands).-I move-

(Minister

of

That the House do now adjourn.

Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo).-On the 27th
of August, I asked the Minister of Transport a series of ten questions relating to
certain
tramway
matters.
Those
questions were not answered in the
House, but the Minister supplied me with
a statement, certain facts contained
in which are rather illuminating.

Adjournment.
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One of the questions I asked wasHow many migrants have be,en brought
from the United Kingdom by the Melbourne
and Metropolitan Tramways Board to be
employed as traffic staff?

The answer was
question was-

"801."

Another

How many of the migrants are still employed by the Board?

Adjournment.
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have been the ulterior motive actuating
the Board in having the answers to my
questions posted to me by the Mini-ster,
instead of being given in the House. It
may be that honorable members are
in the wrong jobs! After all, this trip
was not so bad. When honorable members review the information I have outlined, they will appreciate that fDr
£2,459 2s. 3d. paid on account of fares
the best shipping accommodation such
as that on the Queen Mary or ~ike vessels
was availed of; there would have been
no tourist-dass travel for these officers.
Again referring to the expenditure on
office accommodation, I would remind
honorable members that there is in
London the building 'Occupied by the
Agent-Gener·al for Victoria, Sir John
Lienhop, as well as Australia House,
where there is a huge staff. Yet, these
two tramways Board officers go overseas and spend more than £1,000 from
public funds on 'Office accommodation.
I considered that the House should be
told of what had 'Occurred. It suggests
the need for economy on the part of
the Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways Board, instead of 'its increasing
fares.

To that the reply was " 458." I learned
also that 235 were employed by the Board
for a period of one month or less, and
97 left before they had completed two
months' service. Twenty actually d'id
not start at ·all. It appears that out of
the 801 migrants brought 'Out, a total
of 3'43 left the service of the tramways
Board.
The two gentlemen who went overseas
to enlist recruits were Mr. Francis
Gerald Wraith, manager to the Board,
and Mr. William James Richards, staff
clerk. They left Australia on the 25th
of April, 1951, and returned on the 6th
of March, 1952. On the forward journey
they visited the United States of America
and on two occasions they went across
to Eire. On theiT Christmas vacation
they travelled to France, Belgium and
Switzerland, and on the return journey
to Australia they decided to pop over to
Mr. GUYE (Polwarth) .-As far as I
the United States of America again and
to visit Canada. The cost for this trip know, there is no unemployment in my
included fares, £2,459 2s 3d.; board and electorate and naturally I wish that
lodging, £1,585 12s. 9d.----only the best situation t'O continue; but I am perturbed
for these "boys"; and office accom- at the proposal of the Country Roads
mo'dation, £1,014 12:s.
These officers Board to close portion of the road
were not paid any allowances but other between Hordern Vale and Apollo Bay.
expenses amounted to £963 8s. lOd. The In that event, six single men and 30
total cost was, therefore, £6,022 15s. lOd. married men with famil'ies will be dismissed immediately. I have not been
It will be seen that Mr. Wraith and in contact with the Bcard on this' matter,
Mr. Richards h9.d a good look around because it is at present touring the
the globe with the net result of obtain- State, but I ask the Minister of Health,
ing 458 migrant employees, 343 of the who is now at the table of the House, t'O
original number of 801 having left the make the necessary representations to
service of the Board. When the BQard ensure that no action is taken until the
sends overseas two of its most important Board has returned and is able to inquire
officers for the outcome indicated, is it into the matter.
Once again I
.any ,wonder that the pe0pl'e 'Of Melbourne . express the fervent hope that no un·
are subjecte'd to the payment of increased employment will occur in my electorate.
tram fares? Seeing that there are 935
Mr. GALVIN.-No member 'Of this
persons· emp'loyed in Australia House,
surely to goodness there was no need for House desires that it :should.
those two ·officers to go overseas. I think
Mr. GUYE.-I realize that, and I
that the attention of the House should should li'ke to lend any assistance I can.
be drawn to the facts. The character The men who are in danger of losing
of the inform'ation supplied to me may their jobs are ·cutting timber for

1842

Adjournment.

[ASSEMBLY.]

use by the Public Works Department on building construction.
During the Budget debate last week
various members addressed themselves to the question of unemployment. An eloquent plea was' made, for
instance, by the honorable member for
Sunshine, who referred to several men
who were without work, and mentioned
that 'One had four children and another
six or seven children. The honorable
member said that he would welcome any
assistance in providing employment for
tho'se men. I shall therefore read two
advertisements that appeared yesterday,
the 8th of September, in the Colac
Herald, the first beingTRUCK DRIVER LABORERS AND LABORERS.

Overtime available. Apply Roche Bros.
Pty. Ltd. Winchelsea Coal. First class
accommodation and messing available for
single men. Apply personally.
Superintendent,
Roche Bros. Pty. Ltd.
Winchelsea Coal.
Phone Winchelsea South 22.

There followed this advertisementMotor Mechanics-Winchelsea Open Cut
Coal. Houses available for married men.
Accommodation available for single men.
Apply Superintendent, Roche Bros. Pty. Ltd.,
Winchelsea. Phone: Winchelsea South 22.

I direct attention to those offers of
employment in the hope that they may be
of interest to honorable members in
whose electorates there are men looking
for jobs.
Mr. TOWERS (Collingwood). - I
should like to direct the attention of the
Chief Secretary to the fact that two
weeks ago three tramways bus employees
were booked for double-parking in
Bourke-street. They appeared at the
City Cour.t last week and were fined lOs.
each. The Melbourne and Metropolitan
Tramways Board provided legal aid and
I understand that the magistrate, while
expressing sympathy with the bus drivers
charged, said that he had to administer
the law as he found it. I believe that"
the tramway employees' union held a
mass meeting and decided that if any
more bus drivers were similarly booked
in Bourke-street for double-parking, the
buses would be turned around at Springstreet-the men would refuse to take
their vehicles along Bourke-street. '

Adjournment.

I spoke to the Board's manager, Mr.
Wraith, who said that if that action were
taken by the bus drivers, the vehicles
would have to be taken off the route.
Mr. Brennan, the industrial officer of
the men's union, interviewed me and
informed me of the resolution passed at
the meeting, and I promised to see the
Chief Commissioner of Police. I fulfilled that promise, with the result that
the Chief Commissioner gave me an
undertaking in writing that no more bus
drivers would be prosecuted if there was
obstruction in the bus stopping zone.
Incidentally, he expressed sympathy
with the men. The industrial officer has
requested me to approach the Chief
Secretary to ascertain whether he can
see his way clear to refund the fines
imposed last week and whether the convictions can be quashed.
I cpnsider that my request is very
reasonable. After all, bus drivers are
obliged to pull in at their stopping places
and, if private cars are parked there,
they are breaking the law. Nevertheless, the bus drivers cannot get in. I
have had an assurance from the Chief
Commissioner of Police that there
will be no more prosecutions, and
the magistrate who inflicted the
penalties has expressed his sympathy
with the men.
In the circumstances,
therefore, I do not think it would be
difficult for the Chief Secretary to
'arrange for the fines to be remitted and
the convictions to be quashed. I should
like the Minister of Health, who is now
at the table, to bring the matter under
the notice of the Chief Secretary.
Lieut.-Colonel BlPWORTH (Swan
Hill) .-In the light of adverse criticism
that has been levelled against the State
Electricity Commission, I desire to refer
to a report which appeared in the Age
this morning. It is headed, "No order
yet in dispute over tractors," and refers
to thirteen tractors and three cranes
purchased from the State Electricity
Commission. The report readsJohn Whitburn, of Moe, salvage contractor, brought the action against Saxton
Timber and Trading Company Proprietary
Limited, and Samuel Eric Saxton of Moe.
Whitburn claimed that he had successfully
tendered to the State Electricity Conunission
for the tractors and cranes, which he
obtained for £2,860.

Adjournment.
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After his tender had been accepted he
arranged with Saxton to move them to
Moe.
Whitburn said he sold four of the tractors
to Saxton for £3,200.
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That means, Mr. Speaker, that nine
tractors and two cranes have been
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis)
received by John Whitburn for nothing. took the chair at 4.20 p.m., and read the
I should like the Minister in Charge of prayer.
Electrical Undertakings to give the House
next week an indication of whether
POTATO MARKETING BOARD.
those tractors are new or whether they
PRODUCTION AND MARKETING.
have been cannibalized, also what is the
For
Lieut.-Colonel DENNETT (Caulreal value of each tractor. Undoubtedly,
there is maladministration somewhere. field), Mr. Block a'sked the Minister of
Agr'icul ture-The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
1. Hcyw many arcres in Victoria were
-Is this case at present before the court? planted
with potatoes during the 1951-52
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH.-No, it season?
has been dealt with by the court. The
2. How many tons of potatoes were pronewspaper article states that Mr. Justice duced in Victoria during that season?
3. How many tons have been passed by
Gavan Duffy in the Supreme Court
inspectors of the Agriculture Department?
yesterday reserved his decision-4. How many tons were received and
The SPEAKER.-The case is before marketed, respectively, by the Potato
the court, then?
Marketing Board during the first ten months
Lieut.-Colonel HIPWORTH.-It has of the season?
5. How many tons were bought by
been heard.
merchants direct from Victorian growers,
The SPEAKER.-I think the honor- and marketed, respectively, during that ten
able member had better not pursue the months? .
matter further at this juncture.
6. How m&.flY tons remain in Victoria to
be marketed during the remaining two
Mr. O'CARROLL (Clifton Hill).- months of the season?
I do not :like to criticize the resthetic taste
Mr. MOSS (Minister of Agriculture).
of the House Committee, but I desire to
point out that visitors who have been -The Potato Marketing Board has furtaken through Parliament House by nished the following information:1. 45,921 acres.
members during recent months have
2. Estimated 176,000 tons, all grades, of
noticed that a large bay in Queen's Hall
is vacant; consequently, Queen's Hall which approximately 35.000 tons will be
has a lopsided appearance. I think the required for seed.
3. One hundred and twelve thousand
House Committee should fill the vacant three
hundred tons, including potatoes
bay in Queen's Hall with a nice painting. marketed during the "free" period 1st to
Mr. FULTON (Minister of Health).- 26th of November, 1951, also seed potatoes.
4. For the first ten months of the 1951-52
I shall bring before the appropriate
Ministers the matters referred to by the season the Board has 82,698 tons.
5. The Board is not in a position to furhonorable members for Polwarth and nish
figures relating to the a'Ctivities of
Collingwood. I do not think the question merchants operating outside of Board
raised by the honorable member for -control.
6. It is estimated that at the 31st of
Swan Hill calls for any comment.
August, 1952, 18,700 tons of first-grade
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Micha.elis). potatoes remained to be marketed.
-As chainnan of the House Committee,
I take this opportunity of informing the
DISPOSAL OF CRop.
honorable member for Clifton Hill that
Mr.
WHATELY
(Camberwell) asked
action has already been taken and that
the gap in Queen's Hall will be filled the Minister of Agriculture-to-morrow morning.
What plans the Potatu Marketing Board
. has for the disposal of the remainder of this
The motion was agreed to.
season's potato crop before the end of this
The House adjourned at 10.36 p.m.

year?
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Mr. MOSS (Minister of Agriculture).
-In view of the fact that the planting

of the early potato crop was delayed by
wet weather and that consequen~ly new
season's potatoes will reach the market
later than usual, the Potato Marketing
Board is of the opinion that the 18,700
tons of potatoes still to be marketed will
be requ'ired to meet full consumer
demands until the new season's potatoes
are available.
LBGISLATIVE COUNCIL
ELECTIONS.
NUMBER OF NON-VOTERS:

PENALTIES.

Mr. FRASER (Grant) asked the Chief
SecretaryHow many enrolled electors did not vote
at the Legislative Council elections held on
the 21st and 28th of June last?

I 'should also like to ask the Chief Secretary two qUestions, without notice.
First, what penalty is provided by the
appropriate legislation for not voting,
and, secoOndly, to what extent public
revenue would benefit if all noOn-voters
were fined the full amount provided for.
Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).Of 1,078,959 electors enrolled in res'pect
of the foOurteen contested provinces,
84,7'69 failed to record their votes. In
addition, the 316,691 electors enrolled
in respect of the three uncontested
provinces of Doutta Galla, Melbourne,
and IMelbourne North were not required
to vote.

The honorable member for Grant informed me just prior to the meeting of
the HoOuse that he intended to ask two
questions without notice. I shall reply
to them. The maximum fine for nonvoting, as set out in the Act, is £2. On
the figures given, if the electors who
failed to vote in the contested provinces
were ·fined the maximum amount provided for in the Act, the aggregate fines
would total £169,538. If there had been
elections in the uncoOntested provinces,
and approximately 8 per cent. of the
electors in those provinces had not voted,
as was the case in the electoOrates in
which there were contests, additional
fines would amount to a sum of approximately £29,000.

HOU:S~NG COMMISSION.

TENDERS FOR HOUSES AT NATIMUK.

Mr. MORTON (Ripon) asked the
Minister of State' Development, for the
'Minister of Housing1. Whether the Government is calling
tenders f,or the erection of prefabricated
houses in the town of Natimuk; if so,
whether tenders have been sought from the
recognized makers of prefabricated houses
in Victoria?
2. What tenders (if any) have been submitted by each of these firms for-(a) twobedroom houses; and (b) three-bedroom
houses?

Mr. R. T. WHITE (Minister of State
Development).-The Minister of Housing has furnished the following replies: ~
1. No.
2. None.

CHILDREN'S WELFARE
DEPARTMENT.
INCARCERATION OF Two CHILDREN
IN GAOL.

Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo) asked the
Chief SecretaryWhether" in view of the specific provision
of SUb-section (4) of section 19 of the
Children's Court Act 1928, the two girls aged
thirteen and fifteen years, respectively, at
present in P.entridge gaol, have been
segregated; if so-(a) in what quarters;
and (b) what provision is made for meals
and exercise?

Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).The answer isThere is no .provision for complete segregation in the female prison. Normally, the
women prisoners dine in a common dining
room, seated four to ·a table. They sleep
in dormitories. The two girls sleep in
separate cells. They dine in the common
dining room at a table in such a position
that it is under the direct supervision of ttbe
officer on duty. The girls are employed in
gardening, whilst one of them is attending an
occupational ther.apy class part of the time.

BOARD FOR THE PROTECTION
OF THE ABORIGINES.
LAKE TYERS RESERVATION: SUSTEN ANCE
PAYMENTS.

Mr. O'CARROLL ,(Clifton Hill) asked
the Chief Secretary1. How many aborigines are in residence
at the State reservation at Lake Tyers?
2. What rate of sustenance is paid to each
family or individual under the care of the
Board for the Protection of the Aborigines?
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Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).The answers are1. 143 persons of 'all degrees of aboriginal
blood, 66 of whom are over 18 years of age.
2. A house suited to 1:!he needs of each
family is provided and all residents are fully
maintained without cost to themselves and
entirely at the expense of the Government.
In addition, amenities including medical,
dental, nursing and dispensary services are
made available without cost to them.
Remuneration is paid for work done on the
station at rates varying !from £2 to £5 a
month, according to the nature of the
services, and the residents may use money
so earned as they please. That payment, of
course, is made to tlhose people who will
work.

LICENSING ACT.
LICENCES REDUCTION BOARD: HOTELS
AND POPULATION.

Mr., SCULLY (Richmond) asked the
Ohief Secretary1. When the Licences Reduction Board
last exercised its powers?
2. What was the population of each
suburb in the metropolitan area at that date?
3. How many hotels were in each suburb
at that date?
4. What is the present population of each
suburb?
5. How many hotels are in each suburb at
the present time?

Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary).The answers are-1. The Licences Reduction Board last held
its formal sittings in 1937.
2, 3, 4, and 5. This information cannot be
given, the ,records of the Licensing Court
being in relation to licensing distr.icts, which
are the same as the electoral districts for the
Legisl,ative Assembly.

KYNETON DISTRICT HOSPITAL.
INVESTIGATION OF ALLEGATIONS.

Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-I desire
to move the adjournment of the
House for the purpose of discussing
a definite matter of urgent public
importance, namely, /I the refusal of the
Government to take steps to have
appointed a Royal Commission, or other
judicial tribunal, to investigate serious
allegations of malpractice and an improper use or misappropriation of hospital property at the Kyneton District
Hospital, which allegations are made or
referred to in the departmental files
by the Government's nominee on the
committee of the said hospital, by Dr.
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Strange, a former resident medical
officer, and by Dr. Lincoln, the local president of the British Medical Association
and an honorary practitioner at the
hospital."
Approval of the proposed discussion
was indicated by the required number
of members rising in their places, as
specified in the Standing Order.
Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-For some
time past, there has been considerable
discussion of the important subjectmatter of my motion. Since the discussion on the Kyneton District Hospital in
this House last week, the ma tter has
received considerable publicity and there
has been much criticism by people who
are not informed on what occurred in
relation to that 'debate in this House.
I desire to bring to the notice of members some of the press articles, as well
as statements made by people to whom I
shall not make reference, concerning the
charges that I made about the Kyneton
District Hospital.

I repeat that I have no personal knowledge of the conduct or administration
of the hospital, or anything else connected with it. The references made to
the subject in this House by me last
week were based on the departmental
files which the Minister of Health was
good enough to make available to enable
the discussion to take place. I am
anxious that members should recall that
in the discussion in this Chamber only
the departmental files were used. No
personal opinion was expressed by me.
The only personal opinion that I desire
to express now is that the charges on
the departmental files should be
examined. Both of the persons who
have supplied the information on the files
should be made to prove their story, or
face the odium of having failed to substantiate the statements about which
they have been so definite. I express no
sympathy with anybody in this controversy, no matter whether they are
the people whose information I have
used or those against whom it is suggested I have expressed opposition.
The subject has been discussed freely
since it was first raised in Parliament
last week. I should remind members,
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who perhaps are uninformed on the
matter, that the charges made against
the Kyneton District Hospital are old;
in fact, local residents have been discussing the matter for more than a year.
On the 27th of October, 1951, an article
on the subject appeared in the Melbourne
Truth; a copy of the article is on the
departmental file. In it was made the
glaring accusation that this was all a
spate of rumours and that Dr. Strange
made the statement,
I have been
victimized for a purpose."
II

Hospital.

Mr. BARRY.-Mr. Speaker, I do not
desire to get into trouble with you again,
but I ask that the Minister of State
Development should be told to keep
quiet. I do not want to answer him,
but I shall if he does not cease interjecting.
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
-1 ask the honorable member for
Carlton to ignore interjections and to
address the Chair.

Mr. BARRY.-I am merely quoting
from the article which was in the newspaper and which is on the file. The
Minister of State Development should
not ask me that question because I cannot tell him the answer. Following
those allegations, on the 30th of
October, 1951, the Reverend Mr. Harper,
from his Presbyterian pulpit at Kyneton,
again made reference to this subject.
Last week, the Opposition asked the
Government to give consideration to this
matter. I understand that was done and
the Government decided that there
should be no inquiry, despite the fact
that nearly everybody associated with
the hospital had sought one.

Mr. BARRY.-That will suit me. The
Minister of State Development asked,
What has happened?" Surely he does
not want me to repeat what is on the
files. That was firmly established when
the subject was previously discussed in
this House. In the notes of the deputation that waited on the Minister of
Health on the 9th of April last, the
Minister of State Development can read
that at least one doctor, who was a
member of the deputation, said that
there had been rumours in the Kyneton
district that the hospital was known
throughout the State by the very disagreeable name that was used last week.
That doctor said, In one instance, I
can prove it." 1 consider that he should
at least be given the opportunity to
prove the truth of his statement.

For the first time, on Sunday last the
hospital committee sought a judicial inquiry. The Minister of State Development returned to Melbourne after the
week-end, as he said, determined to get
an inquiry. Other Ministers have expressed their opinion on the subject,
as has the local branch of the Returned
Sailors Soldiers and Airmen's Imperial
League of Australia, which has also
sought an invesUgation. The four people
concerned in the deputation that waited
on the Minister of Health on the 9th of
April last, have also reiterated their
desire that an investigation should be
held. The press has published the
opinion that there should be a clean up
in relation to this matter and that the
people of the country should be allowed
to breathe more freely as a result of
what has happened.
Mr.
R.
T.
WHITE.-What has
happened?

In the second instance, Dr. Strange
said, in effect, "1 have been dismissed
from this hospital because my interpretation of what has occurred is such that
1 consider that it is because I am a
stumbling block to the impro~r practices that go on." In addition, on a
number of occasions, the Government
nominee on the hospital committee has
sought from the Government an investigation into alleged practices at the
hospital. Apart from that, we have
found that even on the investigations
which have been made, and in the
replies that have been submitted to the
Government-again made available to
me by the Minister of Health-certain
things were disclosed. I shall read what
Mr. McVilly, the chairman of the Hospitals and Charities Commission said
in relation to the matter. No doubt
that was one of the reasons for the
Government's decision.

Mr. R. T. WHlTE.-What was that
purpose?

II

II
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On the file there are two papers, one
of which is the submission that was made
to the Minister of Health. Unfortunately,
a draft copy of what was to be sent to
the Minister is also on the file, but that
was not sent. This is what appeared
in the draft copy from Mr. McVilly to
the Minister of Heal th-

on the file of the hospital, which I have
not got. If it 'is nat on that file, that is
the fault of the hospital. The letter
reads as follows-

It is unfortunate that the type of operation register which was in use did not
furnish complete particulars and following
the inspection a standard register has been
installed and this will be examined from
time to time by a representative of the
Commission.

Acting under instructions I am Ito advise
that comments re Mr. Geddis's health have
been noted and in due course will be passed
on to him.

After that statement was edited, this is
the statement that was sent to the
MinisterThe operating theatre register will be
examined from time to time by a representative of the Commission.

There is not a word about the charges
that the operating theatre register was
irregular and improper. It is now
said that there ,is a new Tegister
and a new system, but in the
draft report there is no reference
to it at all. The draft report continues
to criticize the system that was operating, and that is the basis for the request
for this investigation. Furthermore it
saysIn the matter of hospital property, which
was found away from the hospital, there is
evidence that a senior member of the
nursing staff removed some items without the permission of ,the r,esponsible
person. The committee has inquired into
the circumstances surrounding the finding
of the articles and has accepted the statement of the person concerned.
This person, by a majority decision of the
committee, was recently confirmed in her
appointment as matron of the hospital. The
committee
members
constituting
the
minority were Messrs. McKenna and
Hartigan.
The Commission has no desire to comment
on the decision of the committee.

That is very nice. I have a letter
written by the secretary of the hospital
to Dr. Lincoln. It is headed, "The
Kyneton District Hospital, Simpsonstreet, Kyneton," and dated the 25th of
July, 1952.
Mr. R. T. WHlTE.-Is a copy of that
letter on the file?
Mr. BARRY.-No, but I will hand it
to the Minister. It was presented to me
by the doctor concerned. It should be

Dear Dr. Lincoln,
Your correspondence dated the 10th of
July, 1952, is under reply.

We are completely at a loss to understa.nd
your reference for an answer to some statement, for publication.
The facts briefly, if we understand your
query are that, at the meeting held on May
12th of the committee of management of
the Kyneton District Hospital, and preparatory to Miss Arnold's appointment as
matron was considered, Mr. Hartigan
addressed certain questions to the president,
Mr. Geddis (refer to Kyneton Guardian of
May the 15th) and Mr. Hartigan accepted
the replies given.
Following this and before any further
discussion the president advised that he
would make a statement re stores and other
matters at a later stage of the meeting. In
actual fact th~ statement was listed on
Finance Report sent to members before the
meeting.
The president (Mr. Geddis) did then at a
later stage of the meeting advise members
that it was his intention to make a full
statement re stores as per notice sent to
members.
It was then moved, seconded, and
favoured by the majority of members that
the
statement
be
dealt
with
"in
committee."

After the president gave a lengthy statement covering all aspects of the matter
under consideration, Miss Arnold was invited into the meeting for an explanation
and questioning.
As no answers were forthcoming Miss
Arnold was allowed to leave the meeting.
The business of the meeting was then proceeded with "out of committee" and it was
moved, seconded and declared carried, that
the matron's explanation be accepted.

Now, Mr. McVilly says that the hospital
C()mmittee is satisfied with the explanations. Last week I also read in this
House ·a copy of the police report and a
copy of a receipt by the police for certain
articles that were in their possession.
There was reference to this m'atter in
the Sun News-Pictorial of the 5th of
September. Doubtless, our friend Jack
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had been very busy. Apparently he had
:contacted the Kyneton police. This is
'the report' which appeared in the pressThe sergeant in charge of Kyneton police
(Sergeant J. Birrell) said that the hospital
had not made any complaints of pilfering
at property to police.

A representative of the press came to
'me and asked, "What about it?" I ,said,
," I do not know, but here is a receipt
from the police for some of the stolen
articles." It is numbered 95740 and
'dated the 30th of April, 1952, signed
by the serge.ant of police. What is the
story of that? Last week I read from
,.the file a letter that was sent to the
secretary of the committee of management of the Kyneton District Hospital,
and signed by Dr. Lincoln, in which he
'made a num'l;:)er of statements. I am
'asking that those statements should be
either proven or denied so that the name
of the hospital may be cleared. For that
purpose an investigation should be held.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-That is the first
sensible thing that you have said up to
'date.
Mr. BARRY.-I thank the Minister for
his remark, but I have not yet heard
anything sensible from him. I shall now
quote from that Jetter(1) On the 1st of March, 1952, police
seized goods alleged to be the property of
'the Kyneton District Hcspit'al.
(2) Some of these goods were branded
Kyneton District Hospital.
(3) These goods included sheets, dressing
gown, prohibited drugs, &c.
_ (4) On the 5th of April, 1952, I was informed of these matters.
(5) On the 6th of April, 1952, I inspected
a list written in the police report book.
(6) I was informed that a'll approach had
been made to the police to withhold their
report. The police refused this.
(7) On the 13th of AprH, 19'52, a second
seizure of goods was made by the pOlice.
These goods were alleged to be the property
of the Kyneton District Hospital.
,
(8) The above goods in this list included
- crockery, glassware, dishes, 'bowls, pro-hibited drugs and dyed curtains which were
'of "Q'llaleta" sheetings (dyed green and
; blue). There was also a number of 26-oz.
,bottles of olive oil and other goods as listed.
(9) On the 18th of April, 1952, I was
~iven certain information re pilfering from
, the hospital and sent my information at
" once to the pOlice.

Hospital.

(10) On the 21st of April, 1952, I was
handed some goods, Le., dyed "Qualeta"
sheeting and marked "Kyneton District
Hospital, 1st Floor." I notified the police.
(11) On the 30th of April, 1952, I was
visited by police ~md handed over the above
goods. I was given and now hold a receipt
for these.
(12) On the 30th of April, 1952, more
articles alleged to be the property of the
Kyneton District Hospital were seized by
the police.
(13) The goods listed as the alleged
property of the Kyneton District Hos-pital
fills one whole page of the poUce report
book.
(14) Police are in possession of a statement from ex-matron Strain stating that
no one was permitted by her to remove any
goods whatsoever from the hospital.

The Government pays £13,000 a year to
the Kyneton District Hospital and surely,
in view of those statements which I have
just read, an opportuni ty should be
created so that the name of this hospital
may be cIe.ared. There is also on the
file of the Hospitals and Charities Commission a copy of a statement which
was sent to Mr. McKenna, the Government nominee on the Kyneton District
Hospital committee, by Dr. Lincoln. It
is as follows:Dear Mr. McKenna,
As you know I have been attached to
your hospital for a number of years in an
honorary capacity.
I wish to draw your attention to the fact
that patients are -refusing to enter the
hospital for re,asons best known to themselves. Of the 'two Woodend hospitals, one
is always overfull, and the surplus of patients
are being referred to hospitals in Melbourne
and elsewhere. This is, in my opinion, a
lamentable state of affairs, and I feel I should
draw your attention to it.

In view of that statement, I should
have expected that some action would
have been taken. All this information
was placed before the Minister of Health
by members of a deputation. All these
facts have been related.
Mr. FULToN.-That statement was
investigated and proved to be untrue.
Mr. BARRY.-That is not so. It has
been stated that" the daily average has
been around 30 and, at the date of this
memorandum, was 32."
Mr. FULToN.-The Hospitals and Charities Commission refuted that statement.
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Mr. BARRY.-The letter to Mr.
McKenna, which I have read, was dated
the 9th of July. In reply, Mr. McVilly
wrote on the 5th of August stating that
"the daily average has been around 30
and, at the date of this memorandum,
was 32." The matters to which I
referred should be investigated. Dr.
Strange was illformed that she was
expected to substantiate charges, 'Otherwise no action could be taken. That is
a most unfair attitude to adopt. On the
file af the Hospitals and Charities Commission there 'is a letter written to the
Commission by the solicitors representing Dr. Strange. 'It states, inter aliOr. . . . you are otherwise in 'a position
to assure her that her services were
terminated . . . .
The question of a general inquiry under
section 82 of the Act appears to us to be
another matter and although she realizes
her obligation to attend any inquiry made by
the Commission and answer any questions
put to her, we have advised our client that
in ou.r opinion she is under no obligation
to involve herself in the expense of collecting and submitting evidence to support
allegations against any persons connected
with the management of the hospital or the
discharge of professional duties therein.

I think that is the answer. I have read
statements to the effect that some persons
consider-perhaps because of some stress
of imagination-that in my attitude
concerning this matter I have done
something that is -improper. I consider
that it is my duty as a member of Parliament to take the action which I have
taken, particularly when an examination
of the files demonstrated to me that a
degree of uncertainty existed and that
accusations had been made. In circumstances such as these, I consider that it
is the duty of a member of Parliament to endeavour to ensure that
an opportunity is afforded to the
accusers to substantiate their assertions, and that prOVISIOn is made
for the persons who would have to, or
who would like to, defend themselves.
Moreover, an opportunity should be
available for the name of the institution
to be cleared.
To what state is Parliament getting
if a member who reads statements from
a file should be asked to substantiate
facts about which he knows nothing?
.To express such a view is only to utter
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a lot of twaddle when a member of
Parliament has a duty to perform. He
who feels he cannot perform such ~
duty has no right to be a member of this
Chamber. I make no apology to any;body. P,rovided that I relate the facts
as they appear on the file, I am performing a duty.
Having read the letter from Dr.
Strange's solicitors, I again direct the
attention of the Minister to a letter, a
copy of which appears on the file of the
Hospitals and Charities CommissioQ,
which has been written to the chairman
of that Commission. Dr. Gwendoline
St'range has stated the following in a
letterThere is obviously a motive behind the
action of the committee who do not wish
to reveal it to the public and the subscribers.
Perhaps I may be able to express my interpretation of it in the following wordS, .. that
I am a stumbling block in opposition to the
improper practices which have been caTried
out at this hospital."

There is proof of theft, or of definite
accusations. There is the fact that the
police had certain property, which was
returned. On the file there is also
evidence that the president of the hospital committee asked the police to take
no action about the matter. Moreover,
there is the statement of another doctor
that" I can prove this, at least in one
case." It must be remembered that
these are medical persons, one of whom
says, "I am the stumbling block
opposition to improper practices."

in

How can the Government say to the
people of the State, "You cannot have
such accusations investigated?" All the
members of the committee have said,
"Give us a judicial inquiry, that we
might clear our name," but their request
is refused. Have they not any rights?
I have read statements relating to members of the committee.
They are
justified to place on the blocks the
persons who have made these statements
and ask them to prove their assertions
or take the consequences. I have no
sympathy for persons who will make an
accusation without proof. Why do we
take sides? Why does the Government
say that there shall be no investigation?
I am particularly anxious that the
Government should review. the position,
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'and I repeat what I said last week. This
'situation could arise with any Government and with any political party sitting
in Opposition. But when the facts have
been related and all the people concerned
seek an investigation, why is it denied
to them?
Probably reports
regarding this
matter have been published in the press
throughout Australia. It would be fair
to conduct an investigation to ascertain
whether the institution is properly
managed and whether everything is in
order at present. The statements that
have been made should not Qe left unanswered. The matter cannot be left in
the present position. We owe an inquiry
to the people of the State, who are asked
to support the hospitals. If we say that
we will not attempt to clean up the
definite statements that have appeared
and the accusations that have been made,
we fail very considerably in our duty.
The Hospitals and Charities Commission should have investigated the matter
more fully. Why did the chairman of
that Commission express one thought in
the draft copy of a letter and then send
another letter to the Minister in which
he omitted the important matters stated
in the draft? I refer to the statement
that the hospital records relating to
examinations and operations at this hospital were not properly maintained., I
do not know whether the Minister of
Health has knowledge of this matter
and whether he has examined the file
and been happy with what he has seen.
I understand that on the 9th of April
these accusations were made. The chairman of the Commission was written to
a month afterwards by the Department
of Health, which stated, in effect,
" Hurry up with your reply, we want to
know what happened at the deputation."
Six weeks after that, the chairman
wrote to the Minister a report which
did not include an expression of his first
opinion. Why did he not refer to what
was happening at the hospital at the
time of the charges? It can be expected
that nobody would be taking anything
from the hospital to-day and that every.thing there would be in order at present.
Mr. Barry.

Hospital.

The accusations relate to occurrences at
a certain date. The hospital register can
be examined by an investigating body.
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
-Order! The time allowed the honorable member for Carlton has expired.
On the motion of Mr. McDON ALD
(Premier and Treasurer), the Stamiing
Orders were suspended to enable the
honorable member for Carlton to continue his speech for five minutes.
Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-I am grateful to the Premier and other members
for their indulgence. I can say no' more
except to appeal to the Government to
review the position, because this matter
should not be allowed to rest where it is.
I do not wish to accuse anyone, but the
story related in the departmental files
ought to be investigated. I trust that
wiU be done in fairness to everyone.
I desire an investig.ation to be held so as
to give people an opportunity to prove
what they have said and, likewise, to
permit aggrieved persons to submit their
case. I can do no more than leave this
question to the good judgment of the
Government, which I urge to take the
course that I have suggested.
Mr. FULTON (Minister of Health).The question involved in the motion was
the subject matter of heated discussion
in this House last week. The first time
that it was brought to my notice was on
the 9th of April last, when a request
was made to me to receive a deputation
from the Kyneton hospital, comprising
Mr. McKenna, the Government nominee,
Mr. Hartigan, another memher of the
committee of management, and Dr.
Lincoln. They put before me what they
considered were matters affecting the
welfare of the hospital.
I listened to their: representations and
informed them that I would refer the
question to the Hospitals and Charities
Commission to ascertain its point of view
on the matters that had been raised. I
had in mind the fact that the hospitals
of this State are separate institutions
managed by committees appointed by
subscribers in different parts of the State
-in this particular instance, people of
the town of Kyneton. I felt that it was
my duty to call f.or a report from the
Commission and that I should not take
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what the members of the deputation had
said as being true and correct. I found
that many of their statements could not
be substantiated.
As I have stated, I referred the matter
to the chairman of the Hospitals and
Charities Commission, Mr. McVilly. I
discussed the subject with him in a personal way on one or two occasions, a'sking him to hurry the report that I had
requested him to make. Subsequently, I
instructed the head of the Departmen t of
Health to write to Mr. McVilly reminding him that I was awaiting his report.
When it came to hand it was to the effect
that Dr. Hurley had been sent to Kyneton
to investigate the allegations which,
he considered, did not warrant an
in vestiga tion.
When the alleged pilfering from the
hospital was brought to my notice, I said
that that was a matter outside my jW'isdiction and should be dealt with by
the committee of the Hospital.
I
pointed out that if it had been placed in
the hands of the police, there was nothing I could do, and if I tried to do anything the press would refer to it as a
scandal. I said that probably press reports would appear if the case went to
court. In any event, my ordering an
inquiry would not stop the case from
going to court. I believed if the case
were serious the police would follow
the ordinary course. When that did not
eventuate, I was informed that the hospital committee had considered the
matter and was quite satisfied with the
explanation of the lady concerned.
Naturally, I concluded that the matter
must have been settled to the 'satisfaction of the committee, because a substantial majority decided to accept the
explanat'ion. I shall now discuss the
allegations of Dr. Lincoln. Without
wishing to be unkind, I might say that
I was not very greatly impressed by the
gentleman. I had to weigh the evidence
as it was presented and the reliance that
could be placed upon the person submitting the case.
Mr. CAIN.-Dr. Lincoln was making
serious charges.
Mr. FULTON.-He was, and I reminded him of that fact. I told him
that, as a medical man, his course was
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to report to the Medical Board what he
considered to be unprofessional or infamous conduct. I repeat that I had to
weigh the facts to decide whether this
was merely a wrangle. As the honorable member for Carl,ton said, references
to it appeared in Truth and in the
Kyneton Guardian. During one weekend, I took the files home and read them
through; then I waited for the report
of the chairman of the Hospitals and
Charities Commission, who had conveyed to me the information that the
Commission had instructed Dr. Hurley to
go to Kyneton, and that the doctor considered that the complaints were of
such 'a nature as not to warrant an
investigation. Now, Sir, I believe-and
the Government has confirmed it-that
charges of a definite nature should have
been made and could now be made by
those concerned.
Mr. CAIN.-What more definite charge
could there be than that which was made
by two members of the hospital committee?
Mr. FULTON.-There was only one;
Dr. Strange was dismissed.
There
seemed to be a private fight going on
merely to satisfy the vanity or ego of
those who were concerned. I know that
the Leader of the Opposition has
perused the departmental files and has
read the advice given by solicitors in
Kyneton. Having all that in mind, and
the report of the Hospitals and
Charities Commission, also the personal
interview with Dr. Hurley, I came to the
conclusion that, if there were any serious
charges of infamous conduct-of one
doctor charging another with nalpractice-the right course for the
accuser would be to report the circumstances to the Medical Board of Victoria,
which deals with any such charges.
Mr. GALVIN.-This was a criminal
offence.
Mr. FULTON.-All the more reason
why the doctor concerned should have
reported the circumstances to the
Medical Board of Victoria. Likewise,
Mr. Speaker, the committee of the
Kyneton District Hospital had a
responsibility in the matter, and I informed the members of that committee
that they would have to answer for their
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actions. It appears that there had been
allegations of so many operations of a
certain character that a scandal was
being caused, but when the situation was
investigated by Dr. Hurley the allegations could not be substantiated. I was
not prepared to act merely on what one
doctor had said or on what two members
out of a committee of eighteen had
stated. I desire to say frankly that it
appears to me a row has been going on
in the town and among members of the
committee of the Kyneton hospital for
many years. My belief is that the subscribers to the hospital and the residents
of Kyneton and district supported the
action taken by the committee on every
occasion.
Mr. CAIN .-Some of them have done
so.
Mr. FULTON.-The proportion of
those who have differed has been in the
ratio of fourteen to two.
Mr. RANDLEs.-They are not all subscribers.
Mr. FULTON.-When the subscribers
had an opportunity of electing new
members to the committee, they reelected the old members, unopposed.
Mr. GALVlN.-The returned soldiers'
league is not very happy about the
situation at Kyneton.
Mr. FULTON.-I have no evidence
that the returned soldiers' league is
opposed to the action taken by the hospital committee.
Mr. GALVIN.-The members of that
organization want an inquiry.
Mr. FULTON.-That demand has
been made only since the matter was
ventilated in this House last week by the
honorable member for Carlton.
Mr. SCULLY.-You decided only this
week that there should be no inquiry.
Mr. FULTON.-I take full responsi.!
bility for the decision that has been
made, and I have giveri reasons for my
action. The Government has since confirmed my decision. An inquiry has not
been refused.
The attitude of the
Government is that if specific charges
are made they will be investigated. A
similar statement was made to those concerned a long time ago. Apparently,
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however, there is always !Some one who
wants to conduct a " fishing expedition"
to see what he can ascertain. The
Kyneton District Hospital is not the only
hospital in the State in respect of which
representations for an investigation have
been made. If the Minister of Health,
or any other Minister, were to investigate every demand that was made
upon him for an inquiry he would be
doing nothing else during the year
than investigate allegations by persons
who probably had a personal motive for
seeking the inquiry. This ma tter has
been considered by the British Medical
Association. I think that Dr. Connell
has reported Dr. Strange for unethical
conduct, and that Dr. Strange has also
reported Dr. Connell. It seems as though
a private row has been going on at the
hospital for many years.
Mr. GALVlN.-Dr. Lincoln is president
of the local branch of the British Medical
Association.
M'r. FULTON.-That may be so, but
that fact does not give him any special
standing. If Dr. Lincoln has any charges
to proffer, they should be made to the
Medical Board of Victoria. Should those
charges be sustained, the Medical Board
of Victoria will know what steps to take.
I do not think it is within the province
of the British Medical Association to
investigate the charges.
Mr. GALVlN.-Neither do we.
Mr. FULTON.-In my opinion, the
matter comes within the province of the
Medical Board of Victoria.
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
-The honorable gentleman's time has
expired.
Mr. FULTON.-I shall round off my
remarks by saying that if any specific
charges are placed before the Medical
Board of Victoria, that body has the
power to investigate them.
Mr. CAIN (Leader of the Opposition).
-The subject matter of debate has been
given mature consideration by all my colleagues and myself. To be quite frank,
I knew nothing about the file until fhe
matter was raised in the House last week.
I think that statement applies to most of
my colleagues also. A perusal of the file,
however, reveals that the matter bas

Kyneton District

[10 SEPTEMBER) 1952.J

been the subject of discussion for twelve
months or so; especially' it has been discussed in the local press. There has been
a leading article in the Kyneton Guardian
and the matter has been referred to also
in Truth. In my opinion, the stage has
been reached when an investigation
should be made. Justice will not be done
either to the accused or to the accusers
if a definite stand is not taken. I am not
indulging in any criticism of the Minister
of Health for what he has done so far.
The honorable gentleman acted on his
own behalf, but he has made some errors
and I believe the situation is much more
serious than he has led members to
believe. A deputation waited on the
Minister of Health some months ago,
following which the honorable gentleman
asked the Hospitals and Charities Commission to submit a report.
The Commission sent to Kyneton
hospital a skilled medical man, who
investigated the situation, and a month
or so afterwards he reported as to the
result of his inquiries. I now say to the
Minister of Health, "What charges could
be more serious than those contained on
this file, which were made by a deputation
of three men-including Dr. Lincolnthat waited upon him in his own office?"
Those charges were serious, and referred
not only to the conduct of the hospital
but also to the question whether goods
had been removed from the institution.
Dr. Hurley was asked to furnish a report
to the Hospitals and Charities Commission, and he did so after receiving a
reminder from the secretary of the
Department, as has been pointed out by
the Minister of Health. In a letter, dated
the 3rd of June, 1952, the secretary of
the Hospitals and Charities Commission
reported to the Minister. The draft of
that letter reads, inter alia-It is unfortunate that the type of operation register which was in use did not
furnish complete particulars and, following
the inspection, a standard register has been
installed and this will be examined from
time to time by a representative of the
Commission.
In the matter of hospital property which
was found away from the hospital, there is
evidence that a senior member of the nursing staff removed some items without the
permission of the responsible person. The
committee has inquired into the circum-
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stances surrounding the finding of the
articles and has accepted the statement of
the person concerned.

Members have heard the honorable
member for Carlton read the communication of the secretary of the Hospitals
and Chari ties Commission in reply to Dr.
Lincoln. In his innocence, the Minister
of Health might have accepted the position- that was placed before him, but
since that time this matter has run the
gauntlet of a discussion in the House.
A defence was raised last week by the
Minister of State Development-the
representative of the district in this
House-who had not as much right to
take up the defence as the Minister of
Health, who should have spoken when
the matter was first raised. Although
its attention has been directed to the
matter, the Government is accepting the
view of the Minister of Health that no
action should be taken. It is not accepting the view of the Minister of State
Development, or of a multitude of other
people-including the local branch of
the returned soldiers' league~that an investigation should be conducted, but is
following the decision of the Minister of
Health that nothing should be done; in
other words, "Hush it up."
Unfortunately in public institutions these
things cannot be hushed up, and that
should not be done in this case, particularly when the Government provides
funds for the .institution.
. After admitting in the draft letter that
the hospital register was not satisfactory,
all Mr. McVilly reported to the Minister
of Health was that the .operating theatre
register would be examined from time
to time by a representative of the Commission. That was an awful statement,
and an untruthful one, if I may say SQ,
on the part of the Hospitals and
Charities Commission to the Minister of
Health.
The procedure had been
changed, and the Minister was entitled
to know that. If the Minister of Health
was not informed of the change at the
time it occurred, he is aware of it now,
because before the Government arrived
at a decision that an inquiry should not
be held it examined these files and I am
quite sure that statement was not overlooked. The allezation that goods of
the hospital have been misused or taken
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is serious. I shall quote what the
secretary of the hospital had to say
about it. I do not know anything about
the matter personally; I am only reading from the files.
Mr. FULToN.-The letter to which you
are referring is not on the file.
Mr. CAIN.-It is not on the file of
the Hosp'itals and Charities Com·mission,
bu tit will be on the Kyneton hospital
file. If a kiddy stole a bun or attempted
to kick a policeman he would 'be charged
with an offence, but although a member
of the staff of a hospital is alleged to
have misappropriated property no action
has been taken. I ask the Government
how that inaction can be justified. There
was an investigation by the police, and
a statement appeared on the file that a
member of the hospital committee visited
the police. Further, there is on the file
a police receipt for some of the goods
collected by a policeman at the home of
a member of the staff. In those circumstances, the matter deserves serious considera tion. I am not to be told that the
people of Kyneton are 100 per cent.
behind the committee, although its members may be re-elected. There are
rumours around the district. In reply to
Dr. Lincoln, the secretary of the Kyneton
District Hospital, Mr. Cuddihy, said-

Hospital.

I presume that Miss' Arnold was the
person who was suspected. I am not
saying anything against Miss Arnold; I
do not know her. The letter proceedsAs no answers were forthcoming, Miss
Arnold was allowed to leave the meeting.
The business of the meeting was then
proceeded wJth "out of committee," and it
was moved, seconded, and declared carried,
that the matron's explanation be accepted.

This is a serious matter because many
goods were taken, including prohibited
medicines and olive oil. Those items
had disappeared from the hospital and
they were then brought back by the
police.
Mr. FRAsER.-They were never taken
from the Kyneton hospital.

Mr. CAIN.-I do not know; I am
accepting the police report. Assuming
all that the hon)rable member for Grant
says is true and that all I say is wrong,
any Government which allows this sort
of tthing to continue without taking steps
to institute an inquiry is at least tempting Providence.
Mr. NORMAN.-Is it continuing?
Mr. CAIN.-I do not know, but, if no
inquiry is held, people in other places
win perhaps receive some inducement
to follow a similar course. The Government stands condemned, not for what
The facts briefly, if we understand your
query are that, at the meeting held on 12th the Minister of Health has done to date,
of May of the Committee of Management because perhaps he did not know all the
of the Kyneton District Hospital, and facts when he arrived at a decision. The
preparatory to Miss Arnold's appointment as
Minister is a well-meaning man; he has
matron was considered, Mr. Hartigan made all the information available and
addressed certain questions to the president,
Mr. GeddIs (refer to Kyneton Guardian of has taken no exception to its use in de15th of May), and Mr. Hartigan accepted bate. No one can criticize him, but, he
the rep'lies given.
may have made a mistake. After all,
FollowJng this and before any further
anyone, including a Minister, may
discussion the president advised that he
would make a further statement re stores make a mistake. The mistake was made
by Cabinet, in its combined wisdom,
and other matters at a later stage of the
meeting. In actual fact this statement was
when it was in possession of all the
listed on the finance report sent to memfacts. I shall be interested to hear the
bers before the meeting.
The president (.Mr. Geddis) did then at member for the district speak again on
the subject, because he has been a strong
a later stage of the meeting advise members
advocate for an inquiry.
He has
that it was his intention to make a full
statement re stores as per notice sent to
accepted Cabinet's decision, but he also
members.
said that he wanted the smear removed
It was then moved, seconded, and
from
Kyneton. There is only one way
favoured by the majority of members that
to lift a smear and that is by an inthe statement be dealt with" in committee."
vestigation.
After the president gave a lengthy statement covering all aspects of the ma.tter
I shall now quote a statement by a
under consideration, Miss Arnold was invited
resident who apparently also
Kyneton
into the meeting for an explanation and
questioning.
'
! wants the smear removed. In the
I
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Herald last night, under the heading
"Government slated on Kyneton inquiry" it was statedThe Government was "shirking its
responsibility" by refusing to hold an inquiry into alleg,ations of malpractices at
the Kyneton hospital, the Reverend D.
Harper, Presbyterian minister, said to-day.

Later, he addedThere are lots of things I do not know
about the hospital, but there are a few
things that I do.

Mr. BARRY.-I think the Government
could accept him as a truthful man.
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
-The time allowed the Leader of the
Opposition has expired.
Mr. CAIN (Leader of the Opposition).
- I shall finish on this note: There are
a few things that the Reverend D. M.
Harper does know and he, and anybody
else who knows anything about the hospital, should be given every opportunity
to present that information to an inquiry which 1 hope will be held at an
early date. The Government has made an
error of judgment; it stands condemned
throughout the community and 1 invite
it to reconsider its decision.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-1 am certain that this controversy concerning the Kyneton District Hospital has grown from a clash
of personalities. The Leader of the
Opposition has charged the Government
with having made a wrong decision in
that it refused to institute an inquiry.
It is true that Cabinet had the files
We also had the
available to it.
advantage of hearing the views of Mr.
McVilly, and Dr. Hurley who made the
investigation at Kyneton. Dr. Hurley
was appointed because of his capacity
and ability, his medical knowledge, and
long experience, particularly in country
hospitals. His reputation is of the
highest in the medical profession
throughout Victoria.
Cabinet spent some hours considering
the matter. We were able to question
Dr. Hurley, which members of this
House have not been able to do. We
questioned him on everything that has
been raised to-day and, if given the
opportunity, 1 shall present the correct
picture. I hope that I shall 'be permitted
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to have sufficient time in which to
read Dr. Hurley's report to Cabinet, which
is on the file. The report he made to
the Minister of Health, was, in effect, his
report to Cabinet.
What is the charge that has been
made? The serious one is not about
some petty pilfering. The items involved
are listed on the file but, 1 repeat, that is
not the serious charge. The Leader of
the Opposition does not suggest that the
Government should order an inquiry to
ascertain why three or four sheets, a
hospital gown, some bottles of tablets
and other articles were missing from
the hospital. If we were to hold an inquiry every time something went astray
from some hospital in Victoria, as the
Minister of Health said, the Government would be always holding inquiries.
Mr. CAIN.-The Hospitals and Charit'ies Commission should hold inquiries
into these matters and deal with them.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The Commission has made an
inquiry into that matter. That is nol
the Charge behind this motion. The
Leader of the Opposition did not deal
wi th the main fundamental of this demand for an inquiry by people who had
listened to stories which were probably
exaggerated antl magnified as they passed
from person to person. If members were
to examine the question fully, as Cabinet
has done, they would find that not even
Dr. Lincoln is prepared to substantiate
the oharges he originally made.
Mr. CAIN.----!Why does hot the G<>vernment give him a chance to do so?
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-When Dr. Strange made her
previous allegations and she was asked
to submit them to the Hospitals and
Charities Commission, in her own interests and for her own protection-and
I pause there to let tihat statement sink
in-she immediately ran to a lawyer.
Mr. CAIN .-She could be forced to tell.
Mr. McDONAlJD (Premier and Treasurer).-Dr. Strange was given an
opportunity to make a statement 'so that
the Hospitals and Charities Commission
could protect her. She was asked to
state what accusation she had to make
against the committee of the hospital
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because of her dismissal.
She· immediately went to a solicitor, who was
much more careful and more responsible
than was Dr. Strange. I shall read the
solicitor's letter, because up to date in
this House members have not been told
the whole story. Only small excerpts
from the files have been quoted, but I
shall read the whole of tlle solicitor's
let~er, because it makes very clear what
the lawyers thought of Dr. Strange and
of the case she was trying to present in
her own justification. The letter is dated
the 7th of December, 1951, and is as
follows:The Chairman,
Hospitals and Charities Commission,
61 Spring-street, Melbourne.
Dear Sir,
KYNETON DISTRICT HOSPITAL.

We refer to your letter of the 7th ultimo
to Dr. G. O. Strange and to the writer's
subsequent interview with Dr. Hurley.
The request contained in our client's letter
of the 3rd ultimo was for an inquJry into
the reasons for the termination of her services, and on the evidence already before
you it would appear that the holding of a
formal inquiry would be justified unless you
are otherwise in a position to assure her
that her services were terminated solely
for the reasons of economy.
The question of a general inquiry under
secm·on 82 of the Act appears to us to be
another matter and, although she realizes
her obligation to attend any inquiry made
by the Commission and answer any questions put to her, we have advised our client
that in our opinion she is under no obligation to involve herself in the expense of
collecting and submitting evidence to su.pport allegations against any persons connected with the management of the hospital
or the discharge of professional duties
therein.

That was a clear warning, an indication
t!hat the lawyers were being very careful. They had probably questioned Dr.
Strange on why she was seeking this
particular form of redress and had
evidently 'advised her that if she could
get a reference that gave her satisfaction, that it was only on the score of
economy that she was dismissed, it should
be satisfactory to her. But Dr. Strange
persisted in making these allegations
and, when asked to substantiate them,
she went to her lawyers. The solicitors
indicated that if Mr. McVilly would give
her a reference indicating that she. was
dismissed on the score of economy She
would be satisfied. I think it is quite
Mr. McDonald.
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clear that the solicitors advised her to
keep well out of making charges of any
sort.
Mr. CAIN.-Of course, because she
would have to pay the whole of the costs.
There is nothing important in the letter
you have read.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-That is a matter of opinion
and the public will be able to judge.
Dr. Hurley has made a report on the
main charges. If I remember correctly,
during the previous debate it was stated
that the number of this particular type
of operation-dilatation and curettage
-was astonishingly high at the
Kyneton Hospital at the present
time in comparison with the number of
similar operations performed over previous periods. It was in respect of
those operations, it was contended, that
the allegation had some foundation.
That is the important thing and the
basis for the smear on the Kyneton hospital and the people of Kyneton.
Let us now see what was said by Dr.
Hurley, a practical, country medical
practitioner with long experience. He
told Cabinet that he had performed this
type of operation, and that it is done in
accordance with the highest ethical
standards of the profession. Dr. Hurley
made a very careful examination of the
whole position. It is true, as the Leader
of the Opposition and the honorable
member for Carlton said, that the
theatre register was not complete in all
particulars, but corrective steps have
been taken. I shall now read this
memorandum, which is dated the 10th
of September, 1952, and signed by Mr.
McVillyRe KYNETON DISTRICT HOSPITAL.

Following the statement of Mr. W.
Barry M.L.A., in the House of Assembly
on the 3rd of September, 1952 (see Hansard,
page 1696), the Commission again examined
the operating theatre register at Kyneton
District Hospital which discloses the following information for the calendar year,
1951Total
Operations

Dilatation
and Curettage

Dr. No. 1
258
16
Dr. No.2
96
7
Dr. No.3
46
1
In the year 1951, 501 major and minor
surgical procedures were performed in the
operating theatre of the hospital. The
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Commission has attempted to reconcile Mr.
Barry's statement that one doctor performed 74 operations (D. and C.). The
register reveals over a period of five years
Dr. No. 1 performed 74 such operations
which on the evidence before the Commission is not disproportionate to the volume
of general surgery falling within the practice of this medical officer. Dr. No.2 who
practised at Kyneton for a period of three
years only (during the term under review)
performed in three years 15 D. and C. procedures, which again is not disproportionate
to the general surgical practice of this
officer.
During the calendar year, 1952 (and up
to the 6th of September, 1952) 325 surgical
procedures (major ·and minor) were undertaken in the operating theatre and of that
numberDr. No.1 performed 17 D. and C.
Dr. No.2 performed 4 D. and C.
which again is not disproportionate to the
surgical practices of the officers concerned.
In respect of the surgical procedures performed by Dr. No.1, the operating theatre
register reveals that in all cases another
qualified medical practitioner was present
land administered the anaesthetic.

So, if there have been any malpractices
in that hospital, two doctors are involved. My own common sense tells me
that it may be possible for one man or
woman to fail in maintaining the ethical
standards of the noble profession of
medicine but not two doctors working
in conjunction, at least not in a public
hospital.
Mr. BARRY.-It is not very public.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-That interjection requires some
amplification.
Operations cannot be
performed in public.
Mr. BARRY.-I mean that the hospital
is not a very public hospital.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-The public hospitals observe
the standards laid down by the Hospitals
and Charities Commission, and in that
sense it is fair to use the term" public
hospital."
The memorandum continuesAs explained by Dr. J. G. Hurley
(medical member of the Commission) to
Cabinet on the 8th instant, this particular
procedure is undertaken for(1) diagnostic purposes;
(2) therapeutic purposes; and
(3) threatened or inevitable miscarriage;
and should not be confused with the general
statement of improper practice imputed in
Parliament.
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The Commission has nothing to add to
its earlier reports on the subject of stores
control at the hospital. This was reexamined recently and we were satisfied
that every proper and reasonable precaution is taken to protect the institution's
assets.

All that I wish to add is that we
questioned Dr. Hurley as to the general
practice in public hospitals. I remind
members that Dr. Hurley has had long
experience in various parts of Victoria,
and that he was appointed a member of
the Hospitals and Charities Commission
on account of his high reputation. He
said that at no stage has he known
anything untoward to happen in the
general run of country hospitals. He
led us to believe that there was
nothing unusual or exceptional in any
way concerning the Kyneton hospital
and certainly nothing which would convince him that any malpractice in
operations performed at that institution.
If any member of this House should question Dr. Hurley on the subject, I feel
sure that he would repeat the statements
as I have presented them.
The Government has a serious responsibility in this matter. The Leader of
the Opposition knows that what I have
said is correct. The Government refuses to be stampeded when any kind of
allegation is made by disgruntled or dis~atisfied persons. In the 'previous debate
concerning the Kyneton hospital, it was
stated that one doctor said he knew of
a case that he could prove. He was
asked by Dr. Hurley about it, but he
:then :confessed that he could not prove it.
Mr. CAIN.---If a doctor maligns others,
he should be put on Ithe mat; he should
face the music.
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).

-The honorable gentleman's time has
e~pired.

On ;the ·motion of !Mr. BARRY
(Carlton), the Standing Orders were
suspended to enable the Premier to continue his speech for five minutes.
l\lr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I thank the House for granting
mean extension of time. It is true that
in a case where, perhaps, a person of
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some authority 'and responsibility becomes disgruntled or dissatis,fied, and
especially if his services are dispensed
with, he may advance a case which
might get out of hand, as appears to
have happened in this instance. If the
Leader of the Labour party were to
examine the depar.tmental file quietly
and calmly for a basis for an inquiry, I
doubt whether he would he successful.
The Government cannot inquire into
aUega tions which are made almost every
day in reference ,to every conceivable
subject. If Dr. Strange or Dr. Lincoln
were prepared to give the Government,
even in confidence, information relating
to any case of alleged malpractice-Mr. CAIN.-Read the notes of the deputation to the Minister, where Dr.
Lincoln is reported as having deliberately
made such a statement.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) .-Since then Dr. Lincoln was
questioned by Dr. Hurley, but he was
not prepared to stand on that ground.
Mr. CAIN.-----'He should be forced to do
so or be discredited.
Mr:. McDONAlID (Premier and Treasurer).-l think I ,have said sufficient
to show that the G<Jvernment did not
make Its decision lightly or capriciously
or with any timidity. I consider that
t!he G<Jvernment made its decision in the
best interests of the Kyneton hospital
and every other institution. If the
Government accepted the evidence before it and instituted an inquiry,
I do not know what terms of reference
of substance could be drafted.
It
may be contended that the Government could formulate terms of reference
based on information contained in the
files, but it cannot do so unless the
men and women associated with this
ma Mer are prepared to furnish the
Government wifu some substantial
grounds. If they do so, an inquiry will
be conducted. I suggest to the Leader
of the Labour party, kindly and
properly, that before members of his
party indulge in this type of campaign
and propaganda that brings wonderful
institutions-Mr. BARRY.-Do not spoil it.
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Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-I am not spoiling it. Such
actions bring institutions 'into a degree
of ·disrepu1:e.
Mr. CAIN.-YOU will be in disrepute,
not the members of 1!he Labour party.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-This matter was raised by the
Labour party, and the statements made
have not been supported by evidence up
to date. I wish to be fair. If Dr.
Lincoln is prepared to say that the things
alleged to have occurred have taken
pJace and can prove one case, or furnish
sufficien t evidence to lead us to bel'ieve
they can happen-Mr. CAIN.-He has supplied it.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer).-He has not. Dr. Hurley was
asked whether he had discussed the
matter with Dr. Lincoln, ,and he replied
in the affirmative. There is a report
on the file in connection wi'th the matter.
Mr. CAIN.-The reverse is on the file.
I invite the Premier to read the notes
relating to the deputation to the Minister of Health.
Mr. FuLTON. ·-Those statements are
different from the statements made by
Dr. Lincoln to Dr. Hurley.
Mr. CAIN.-A report of Dr. Lincoln's
sta temen ts to the Minister of Health is
on the file. We are relying exclusively
on the file. The Minister appears to be
relying on something which Dr. Lincoln
stated to Dr. Hurley and about whiC'h
we know nothing.
Mr. McDONALD (Premier and Treasurer) . -There is on the file a report
of an interview with Dr. Lincoln, of
Woodend, on the 12th of June, 1952.
That report bears the initials" J.G.H."
Members of the Labour party have
forced me to make statements that I
did not wish to make. Dr. Hurley's
report sta tesInterview with Dr. Lincoln, of Woodend,
on 12th of June, 1952.
He discussed1. The background leading up to the committee's demanding the resignation of Dr.
Strange. Dr. Lincoln stated that Dr. Connell desired to run the hospital himself and
that Dr. Strange's presence was a hindrance
to carrying out this objective. Dr. Lincoln
stated Dr. Connell had the committee .in
the hollow of his hand.
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2. Dr. Lincoln referred to the persistent
.rumours surrounding the hospital and
"illegal operations." He stated the whole
district was talking about the Kyneton hospital and as a result of this unsavoury reputation he was thinking of discontinuing
his association with the hospital by resigning as an honorary medical officer. Asked
if he oould specify any particular case that
would fall within the category of these persistent rumours, his reply was as follows:He stated that a woman consulted him
and in the course of conversation she expressed a wish that her pregnancy be terminated by him. He would not countenance
such a suggestion. Within a few days he
learned that this woman was an in-patient
at the Kyneton hospital and that the operation had been performed.
I asked him if he knew whether such
alleged oper,ation was necessary or advisable
as a result of some happening to the patient
in the interim, e.g., threatened or inevitable
miscarriage. His reply was-I could not
prove that. His reaction to this item of the
interview was that it appeared to him that
nothing further could be done.
3. Appointment of Miss Arnold as
matron of the Kyneton hospital and the
suppression of the charge of allegedly
being in possession of goods found in her
home, belonging to the Kyneton hospital,
as a result of the action of the president
of the Board of Management of the
Kyneton hospital.

I have read the whole report. I presume the initials on it are those of Dr.
Hurley. That is the story he told
Cabmet. If the persons concerned are
prepared to furnish the Government with
reasonable grounds to justify the holding of an inquiry, it wil~ be only too
happy to institute one. It is most unfortunate th-at this agitation regarding
the Kyneton District Hospital should
continue. The hospital is of very high
repute and its doctors are very capable.
The sitting was suspended at 5.56 p.m.
until 7.12 p.m.
Mr.
SCULLY
(Richmond) .-Last
wrek, the honorable member for Carlton
quoted extracts from a departmental file,
which contained serious ailegations
against the Kyneton District Hospital.
Those allegations of malpractice have
. caused widespread 'alarm, particularly
among the residents of Kyneton, and so
grave are they that the Lahour party
has sought a full investigation. A strong
defence has been prepared by the Government on behalf of the hospital, but very
little has been said about the publicmore especially, about the people of
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Kyneton, who are gravely worried.
Among the residents of Kyneton are
many prospective patients of the hospital, because those who reside in that
district have to avail themselves of the
facilities at fuat institution. Surely they,
more than anyone else, are enUtled to
have cleared from their minds any
doubts that may exist. They cannot be
expected to accept the statement that the
Government will wait until there is a
preponderance of evidence, which will
force it to conduct an inquiry.
During this debate there has been no
comment by members of the Liberal
party, which occupies the Ministerial
corner benches. It can only be assumed,
from their silence, that they do not -approve of the action of .the Government.
I trust that, when a vote is taken on the
motion for the adjournment of the House,
they will signify their dissatisfaction by
supporting the Labour party in its demand for a full investigation on oathan inquiry that is compellable and which
will give protection to witnesses. Obviously, that is -the only kind of inquiry
that will be of any use. It would -be of
no avail to summon anyone to give evidence if afterwards that person would
bE' liable to prosecution. I emphasize
that there would be grave danger of a
witne:;s .being sued in respect of evidence
given at an inquiry of this description.
Last week, the honorable member for
Carlton quoted from a file which had
been in the office of the Department of
Health for some months, and which
would have remained there without any
publicity being given to the situation,
which is now the subject matter of this
delbate, had the matter not been ventil'ated by the honorable member for Carlton. From the departmental file the
honorable member for Carlton read a
statement which had been made by Dr.
Lincoln in the presence of the Minister
of Health. Present at that time were
Mr. McKenna, who is the Government
nominee on the committee, Mr. Hartigan,
Dr. Lincoln, and -Mr. Rowe, who is the
secretary of the Department of Health.
Dr. Lincoln made the following statementWith regard to this hospital, .the rot set
in several y,ears ago with the famous
" baby" case. It was a case that should
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never have seen .the light of day, and eventually it was brought to a proper conclusion. The hospital, through the district,
has now been called an abortion institute.
That has been going on for years. I can
only say that I have every re,ason to believe
that the rumours are ,correct, in fact, in one
case, I can prove it.
J
There is a very definite and specific
charge-it c.ould not be more direct.
What happened? Last, week, in this
House, an attempt was made to whitewash the issue. There was the spectacle
of the Minister of State Development
deliberately lying.
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
-Order! The honorable member will
withdraw that remark.
Mr. SCULLY.-I witfudraw it. At the
time, I 'speci'fically drew attention to
the remark of the Minister of State Development, who denied that the file contained .the alleged reference. It then became necessary for me to .obtain possession of the file to prove my contention. It
is useless for members on the Government side of ,the Chamber to say that they
did not know what was in the file, because they did. Since the matter was
mentioned in the House by the honorable
member for Carlton, there have been
several demands for an inquiry. Earlier,
the Minister of State Development demanded that there should be an investigation. The honorable gentleman made
btatements to the press to the effect that
he would support an inquiry, but now he
says that there will not be an inquiry. I
ask: Why should there not be a full investigation? Of what is the Government
afraid? Is there something to hide? If
there is nothing to hide, the Government should not be afraid to conduct a
full investigation.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-What do you think?
Mr. SCULLY.-If there is nothing to
fear, why does not the Government institute an inquiry?
The people of
Kyneton want to know why an inquiry
is not being conducted, and why the
Minister of State Development is not supporting the dem'and for an investigation
into the grave allegations that have been
m'ade.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-What are the grave
allegations?

Hospital.

Mr. SCULLY.-Does not the Minister
of State Development consider them to
be grave?

Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Tell us of one.
Mr. SCULLY.--Dr. Lincoln referred t'O
the Kyneton District Hospital as being
an institution of the type I have mentioned.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-What is that?
Mr. SCULLY.-I do not wish to repeat what is contained in the file. The
Minister of State Development knows
what that reference is. However, last
week the honorable gentleman denied
that it was in the file.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Tell us all about it.
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
-Order! The honorable gentleman will
have an opportunity later to address the
House.
Mr. SCULLY.-Since the matter was
ventilated in this House, numerous persons have asked for 'an inquiry.
Tht
following is an extract from the H eralf1
of the 5th of September, 1952Dr. Byrne said abortion was a crime and
alleg,ations of it were a matter for the Stateauthorities to investig,ate.
In Kyneton to-day, the Government
nominee on the hospital committee, Mr. G.
McKenna, said he was convinced that an
open inquiry into the hospital, on oath, was'
",absolutely necessary."
In the Herald of the 6th of September'
is a paragraph, which readsDr. A. E. Lincoln, of Woodend, said to-day
that three times he haS' asked for an inquiry
into the hospital. He would not say anything more at the moment.
A further report, contained in the same
paper, readsSince the charges were made these people
have advocated an open dnquiry: The
Government nominee on the Hospital Board,
Mr. G. J. McKenna; the Kyneton branch of'
the returned soldiers' league; Dr. A. E.
Lincoln, of Woodend; former resident
medical officer of the hospital, Dr. G. O.
Strange; and Mr. Barry.
These have favoured a British Medical
Association inquiry:-The Minister of Public
works, Mr. Byrnes; Mr. Russell White,
I·Ionorary Minister; Mr. Fraser, M.L.A., for
Grant; and Mr. Grigg, Upper House for
Bendigo.
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In the Age of the 5th af September,
the Minister of State Development is
reported to have saidMr. Barry, as usual, has hit below the
belt in his sweeping allegations against
the hospital.
I want an inquiry to remove from Kyneton
the smear that Mr. Barry has spread
over it.

However, now the Minister of State
Development is afraid to support an inquiry. In the Age of the 8th of September, the following statement appears:-Mr. White, whose electorate embraces
the Kyneton hospital, will be one of the
prime movers for an inquiry into Mr.
Barry's charges at to-day'~ Cabinet meeting.
He has warmly repudiated and condemned
Mr. Barry's charges and defended the
Kyneton hospital.

To-night it is a different story. The
Minister of State Development has forgotten the people of Kyneton, who must
be considered, the allegations that were
·made by Dr. Lincoln about the conduct
of the hospital, and the allegations
in the file, which I intend to quote,
regarding tthe removal of equipment
from the hospital. I shall read a letter
dated the 4th of August, 1952, to the
secretary of the committee of management of the Kyneton District Hospital
and signed by Dr. Lincoln. This letter
was read by the honorable member for
Carlton last week, and it statesI am in receipt of your letter of the 25th
of July concerning the matters raised at the
meeting of the committee of the hospital
held on the 12th of May. To me your reply
is unsatisfactory and I briefly 'Present the
following submissions that(1) On the 1st of March, 1952, police
seized goods alleged to be the property of
the Kyneton District Hospital.
(2) Some of these goods were branded
Kyneton District Hospital.
(3) These goods included sheets, dressing
gown, prohibited drugs, &c.
(4) On the 5th of April, 1952, I was informed of these matters.
(5) On the 6th of April, 1952, I inspected
a list written in the poJice report book.
(6) I was informed that an approach had
been made to the polic~ to withhold the,ir
report. The police refused this.

Is not that a serious al1egation?
letter continues-

The

(7) On the 13th of April, 1952, a second
seizure of goods was made by the police.
These goods were alleged to be the property
of the Kyneton District Hospital.
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(8) The above goods in this list included
crockery, glassware, dishes, bowls, prohibited drugs and dyed curtains which were
of "Qualeta" sheetings (dyed green and
blue). There was also a number of 26-oz.
bottles of olJve oil and other goods as listed.
(9) On the 18th of April, 1952, I was given
certain information re pilfering from the
hospital and sent my information at once
to the police.
(10) On the 21st of April, 1952, I was
handed some goods, i.e., dyed "Qualeta"
sheeting and marked .. Kyneton District
Hospital, 1st Floor." I notified the police.
(11) On the 30th of April, 1952, I was
v,isited by police and handed over the albove
goods. I was given and now hold a receipt
for these.

Mr. FRAsER.-Read the receipt. .
Mr. SCULLY.-The receipt is headed
"Victoria Police, No. 95740," and
reads" C" District
30th April, 1952.
KYNETON STATION.

Received from Dr. Lincoln, Woodend, the
under-mentioned articles of unclaimed
property:3 pieces of green material, one piece
has tab "Kyneton District Hospital" sewn on corner.
1 piece of blue material.
J. A. BIRRELL,
(Signature of officer issuing.)
Rank-Sergeant, No.4.

The letter continues12. On the 30th April, 1952, more articles
alleged to be the property of the Kyneton
District Hospital were seized by the police.
13. The goods listed as the alleged property of the Kyneton Dist'rict Hospital fills
one whole page of the police repoTt book.
14. Police are in possession of a statement from ex-matron Strain stating that
no one was permitted by her to remove any
goods whatsoever from the hospital.

No more direct charges could be made.
How do members of the Government
think the people of Kyneton, and the
public generally, feel, when they go behind an " iron curtain" and say that there
is to be no inquiry? Every person in
Victoria is wondering why there is t')
be no inquiry into the allegations that
have been made. In the Sun NewsPictorial of the 9th of September, the
following report appearedState Cabinet last night decided against an
inquiry intu allegations of malpractices at
Kyneton Hospital.

1862

K yneton District

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier (Mr. McDonald) said afterwards:-" This decision· will stand until
specific information comes to hand or is
advanced by those people complaining

about the hospital."
Cabinet had had a long discussion with
the chairman of the Hospitals and Charities
Commission (Mr. C. L. McVilly)and Dr. J.
G. Hurley, medical member of the Commission, he said.
The Commission's files on Kyneton HDspital
had been thoroughly examined.
Mr. McI)(mald said: "As a result of these
talks and a study of the files it is quite
clear that there is no information available
of a character that would justify the Government holding an inquiry."

The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
-The time allowed the honorable member has expired.
Mr. R. T. WlUTE (Minister of State
Development).-Mr. Speaker, might I
proceed from where the honorable member for Richmond finished when he asked
what the people of Kyneton think about
this matter? I suggest that if the honorable member for Richmond or any of his
colleagues go to Kyneton I shall gladly
tell my story, if they are prepared to tell
theirs, and I shall abide by the answer
given by the residents of Kyneton. Let
those honorable members come to
Kyneton and say what they are now
saying under the privilege of Parliament.
To-day the honorable member for Carlton
was most timid; his attitude was very
different from that of last night and last
Wednesday night. He was most modest,
but at the beginning of his speech he
made a certain misstatement. He said
something like thi's: He knew nothing
about the case personally, he was only
quoting from the files; he did not make
any statement on his own behalf. When
I read what he said last week, members
will realize how mo'dest is the word
"misstatement" that I have used. in
the debate on the Budget, the !honorable member for Carlton saidI shall now refer to the hospital position
in Victoria. It is an outstanding disgrace
and it is time that something was done
particular.1y in country areas, to improve
the position. I shall refer particularly to
the Kyneton District Hospital, well known
throughout Australia by doctors who attend
it as .. the abDrtion hospital .of Australia."

Would anyone 'say that he was reading
from a file?
Mr. BARRY.-That is on the file.

Hospital.

Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Those are the
statements of the honorable member for
Carlton in his introductory remarks on
this subject. They indicate to me that the
honorable member has something else at
the back of his mind. The honorable
member for Richmond and also the
honorable member for Carlton have
stated that Dr. Lincoln said, "I can prove
it." Dr. Lincoln, with two colleagues,
interviewed the Minister of Health and
made certain statements, which have
been read. At the finish of Dr. Lincoln's
statement are the words, "I can prove
it." The honorable member for Carlton
and the honorable member for Riclunond
rely on the word of one person. The
Hospitals and Charities Commission sent
Dr. Hurley to Kyneton to investigate
the m·atter. Does anyone here challenge
the integrity of Dr. Hurley?
Mr. BARRY.-Do 'you challenge the
integrity of Dr. Lincoln?
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-I ask if the Opposition chaHenges the -integrity of Dr.
Hurley, and the silence of its members
indicates that they do not. Dr. Hurley
was sent to Kyneton by the Hospitals
and Charities Commission to inquire into
this alleged complaint, particularly Dr.
Lincoln's statement, " I can prove it" in
regard to a partkular operation.
I
shall read Dr. Hurley's reportDr. Lincoln referred to the persistent
rumoul"S surrounding ·th·e hospital and
.. illeg:al operations." He stated the whole
district was talking about the Kyneton hospital and as a result of th'is unsavoury reputation he was thinking of disoontinuing his
association with the hospital by resi·gning as
an honorary medical officer.

May I here interpolate that at this
moment the same Dr. Lincoln has seven
cases listed on the register of the Kyneton
hospital for admission in the near future?'
The report continuesAsked if he could specify any particular
case that wDuld fall within the category of
these persistent rumours, his reply was as
f,ollows:He stated that a woman consulted him
and in the course of oonversation she expressed :a wish that her pregnancy be terminated by him. He would not countenance
such :a sugg.estion. Within a few days he
learned that this woman was an in-patient
at the Kyneton hospital and that .the operation had been performed.
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I asked him if he knew whether such
.alleged operation was necessary or advisable asa result of some happening to
the patient in the interim, e.g., .threatened
or inevJtable miscarriage. His reply wasI could not prove that. His reaction to ,this
item of the interview was that it appeared
to him that nothing further could be done.

That is the only specific case the Opposition has referred to, the one case concerning which Dr. Lincoln said, "I can
prove it." This matter has been investigated to the full. When I made a
statement last week about an inquiry, I
meant it. Together with other members
of Cabinet I heard Dr. Hurley express
his views on Monday and I changed my
opinion.
I repeat my prev'ious question to
Opposition members: Does any member
doubt the integrity of Dr. Hurley, or his
capaoity to answer these questions? He
convinced every member of Cabinet that
there was not the sligh test need for
further investigation of this matter. The
Premier, -in his usual wise way, issued a
statement on Tuesday morning, which
seemed to inflame the minds of members
of the Labour party.
Mr. GALVIN.-The statement appeared
in all four daily newspapers in Melbourne.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-The result has been
this very modest adjournment motion
submi tted for the purpose of enabling the
Labour party to get some ice to slide on,
to get it out of its present trouble.
Mr. BARRY.-You will. have it again
next week.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Has any member
ever previously heard such a modest adjournment motion as the one that was
submitted to-day by the honorable member for Carlton? I know there is not
unity on the Opposition side on this
question.
I go further and say that
there have been repercussions in the
Labour party even as far away as in
Canberra. The Honorable Reg Pollard,
M.H.R., who represents the Federal electorate which embraces Kyneton, knows
the hospital committee as well as I do.
He knows them man to man and every
one of them personally. He also knows
the honorable members for Carlton and
Richmond and what has been going on
in Victoria during the last week. In
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his wise way this is his answer, as sent
by telegram to the secretary of the
Kyneton hospitalRegret attack on Kyneton's splendid
hospital. Have absolute faith in management and staff.
Pollard, M.P.
Canberra.

That is the man whom I have heard
Labour men, both from the platform
and in this House, commend as the
" remarkable Reg Pollard from Kyneton
and Woodend." He knows both the
doctors concerned personally, and which
side do members think he is on-that of
the honorable members for Carlton and
Richmond, whom he knows so vveIl, or
on the side of the committee of the hospital at Kyneton? 'He is definitely on
the side of the committee.
Mr. CAIN.-You would use anything.
Mr. GALVIN (to Mr. R. T. White).You would kick your own mates in the
stomach. That is how low you are.
The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).

-Order!
Mr. GALVIN (to Mr. R. T. White).-I
will never forgive you for this.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-This is apparently
a matter of considerable interest to the
honorable member for Bendigo. The
telegram has already been published in
the Kyneton Guardian and so this is not
the first time it has been produced. It
was sent to me.
Mr. CAlN.-You had better go and see
the Presbyterian minister now.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-I am a good
Presbyterian myself and I am surprised
to find that there is one not on the right
line of thought. I did not ask for this
telegram; it was sent to me in a sealed
envelope, together with the Kyneton
District Hospival reports and financial
and statistical review. My driver handed
me the envelope at Kyneton to-day and
when I opened it the telegram was
there.
Honorable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER.-Order! I must ask
for silence while the Minister is con~
eluding his remarks.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-I repeat that the
telegram was in the envelope and so
that I would do justice to Mr. Pollard,
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when I saw the vice-president of the
Kyneton hospital commiUee in the
Speaker's gallery to-night, I took the
telegram to him. I asked him if I
could use it, and he said, "Mr. White,
it is in the Kyneton Guardian and I give
you full permission to use it in any way
you like." That is my answer to the
insinuation made by Opposition memThere was another serious
bers.
accusation made last week to the effect
that the number of subscribers to the
Kyneton hospital had declined this
financial year. It was said by the honorable member for Carlton, and confirmed by his satellite, the honorable
member for Richmond, that subscriptions were down 40 per cent.
Mr. CAIi·:J".-That is on the file.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-It was also
alleged that the number of patients had
been reduced, and that people refused
to go into the Kyneton hospital and
went to Melbourne.
Mr. BARRY.-That is on the file, too.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-I shall not quote
my own figures but I shall refer'to two
paragraphs in the report of the committee of management for the year
ended the 30th of June, 1952. There
is another paragraph that brings me
into it but I cannot read that. It is
stated in the reportFinancial.-At the commencement of the
year our debit balance on maintenance was
£4,834 11s. 6d., and the figure now stands
at £4,276 2s. 6d., an actual improvement of
£558 9s. which, in view of unstable
economic factors, must be considered
satisfactory. This result is principally due
to increased Government grants and
greater public support.
A pleasing feature, and one worth recording here, is the increased finaneial support
fr.om the public. This year we received
£4,331, as against last year's figure, an alltime high of £4,021, and this despite very
many other calls on the public.

Is not that the answer to the charge that
the public are not subscribing to the
Kyneton public hospital? Furthermore,
not only was the amount of public subscriptions greater last year than ever
before, but the number of subscribers
also was greater than at any previous

Hospital.

time. I invite ,member,s of the Opposition to peruse tlhe list of the names of the
5ubscribers as :set out in this report. I
shall be deligh ted to see the name of
the honorable member.f.or Carlton in the
list that wiH appea,r in next year's report, but it will be conspicuous by its absence. The Kyneton District Hospital
i~ a wonderful institution and for .that
reason hundreds of people are subscribing to it.
It is a week since th~s subject was
first raised in the House and I am
prouder to-day of the Kyneton hospital
than I was even last week. It is one of
the best conducted hospitals in Victoria,
yet within the walls of this Parliament
the honorable member for Carlton and
the honorable member for Richmond
make statements concerning it, well
knowing that there i's no means by which
the people of Kyneton or ;the doctors
who have been maligned by those
members can obtain redress. I invite
either of those honorable members, or
those who gave them the information
which they submitted in this House, to
make one of those statements outside
Parliament and see what would happen
- I do not believe that the statements
they quoted were made to them. If the
two members did that there would be
pre-selection ballots for Labour candidates for the constituencies of Carlton
and Richmond, for those members
would never return to Parliament. I
shall now nail another lie.

The SPEAKER (Sir Archie Michaelis).
-The honorable gentleman's time 1'8
about to expire.
Mr.
GALVIN
(Bendigo). - Mr.
Speaker, I am prepared to move that the
honorable gentleman be granted an extension of time to complete his speech.
I think it is fair that his time should be
extended in view of the fact that he ha·s
been bandying around the House a telegram, which was sent by a most respected former member of this Parliament. If the Government were prepared
to do the decent thing-Honorable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER.-Order!
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Mr. GALVIN.-If the Premier-The SPEAKER.-Order! The honorable member f.or Bendigo will resume his
seat.
Mr. R. T. WHITE (Minister of State
Development).-Mr. Speaker, I do not
want an extension of time.
Mr. GALVIN (to Mr. R. T. White).How low you are-making an attack but
not giving other members a chance to
reply.
Mr. BARRY (Carlton).-Mr. Speaker,
I rise to a point of order.
Mr. GALVIN (to Mr. R. T. White).You are as low as you can be. I shaH
never forgive you for this, Russell.
The SPEAKER.-Order! I warn the
honorable member for Bendigo for the
last time.
Mr. GALVIN.-What have I done?
Mr. BARRY.---.Mr. Speaker, you ruled
that the time for the debate had expired.
The SPEAKER.-I did not. I said
that the time allotted to the Minister of
State Development was about to expire.
Mr. BARJRY.-I wish to know what
is the business before the House. Is the
time for the debate to be extended? If
it is not, I object to any extension of
the time to the Minister of State
Development.
.
The SPEAKER.-Order! A point of
oroer has been raised by the honorable
member for Carlton regarding an extension of the time for the debate. The
posi tion is that a period of two hours
is allowed for the discussion and that
period will expire a't 7.47 p.m., which is
in two or three minutes' time from now.
Whether the total period of time tQ be
allotted for the debate is to be extended
is a matter for decision by the House.
Mr. GALVIN (Bendigo).-In view of
the fact that the total time allotted for
the debate wi'll expire in two or three
minutes' time, I wish to say with some
feeling-Mr. D'ODGSHUN. - Mr. Speaker, I
understand that you have ruled that the
time aUotted to the M'inister of State
Development has expired.
The SPEAKER.-It has now expired.
The honorable gentleman said that he
did not want an extension of time to
continue his speech.
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Mr. GALVIN.-The action of the
Government is typical. The Government
desires t'O bJianket the discussion. .
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Sit down.
Mr. GALVIN.-The Minister of Transport should get back on his log; he looks
like a frog. All that I wish to say in the
time at my disposal is that I never
thought that the Minister of State Development would stoop as low as he has,
by using a telegram, which was handed
to him by somebody else, from a person who had been a member of this
House, without giving any other member
an opportunity to reply. One would have
thought-if tthe Government intended to
do the decent thing-that the first
speaker on its behalf would have read
the telegram-I refer to the Minister of
Health, who has been fair in this caseor, at least, the Premier.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-You do not
like it.
Mr. GALVIN.--I certainly do not like
it.
Honorable members interjecting.

The SPE:AKER.-Order! I ask honorable members to ·allow the honorable
member for Bendigo to submit his case
during the two remaining minutes for
the discussion.
Mr. GALVIN.-Members of the Liberal
party who are on a sit-down strike
in the corner find the debate most
humorous, but let me quote final1y a
passage from the leading article of the
Herald of yesterday, on which I shall
let our case stand. The leading article,
which is headed" Inquiry Is Only Way,"
starts as follows:The State Government has refused to
order an inquiry into allegations of irregularities at Kyneton District Hospital. When
so much has been said and insinuated under
cover of parliamentary privilege, this decision is unsatisfactory. In fairness to the
community, and particularly to individuals
associated with the hospital, the charges
aired by Mr. Barry in the Legislative
Assembly should be fully examined.

Mr. DODGSHUN.-You can easily ·get
an inquiry if you make your statements
outside Parliament.
Mr. GALVIN.-The Chief Secretary
is in enough trouble already. He should
get those two girls 'Out of Pentridge gaol.
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The SPEAKER.-Tbe period of two
hours allowed under 1!he Standing
Orders for the d~bate has now expired.
The House divided on the motion for
the adjournment of the House (Sir
Archie Michaelis in the chair)Ayes
Noes

19

30

Majority against the
motion

11

AyES.

Mr. Barry
Mr. Cain
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Corrigan
Dunn
Galvin
Hayes
Holland
Lemmon
Merrifield
Morton
O'Carroll

Randles
Ruthven
Scully
Smith
Stoneham
Towers.
Tellers:

Mr. Pettiona
Mr. White
(Mentone).
NoES.

Mr. Brose
Mr. Cochrane
Mr. Cook
Mr. Dawnay-Mould
Mr. Dodgshun
Mr. Don
Mr. Fraser
Mr. Fulton
Lieut.-Col. Hipworth
Mr. Hollway
Sir Herbert Hyland
Mr. Ireland
Sir George Knox
Mr. Leckie
Colonel Leggatt
Sir Albert Lind
Mr. Mack

Sir Thomas Maltby
Mr. McDonald
(Shepparton)

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mibus
Mitchell
Moss
Norman
Rylah
Turnbull
Tyack
Whately
White
(Allendale) .
Tellers:

Mr. Barclay
Mr. Reid.

he is away attending the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association conference in
Canada.

Mr.

DODGSHUN.-A

pair was arranged

for you while you were absent on a previous occasion attending a Commonwealth Parliamentary Association conference.
Mr. GALVIN.-That is SoO. I should
like the Chief Secretary to hear
my statement. While the division bells
were ringing, the honorable member
for Grant came out through the doorway of the Chamber and said to me,
"You are not game to stand up and
vote for the motion." I replied, "I am
not running away from the vote." He
said, "It will look as if you are. " I
answered, "I will go back into the
Chamber and vote, and will inform the
House of the reason why I have done
so." He said, " Go back in." That, Mr.
Speaker, is the reason why I participated in the division. Even the Chief
Secretary would do likewise.

Mr. DODGSHUN.-I would not break
my word.
Mr. FRASER (Grant) .-On a personal
explanation, I desire to give the remarks
of the honorable member for Bendigo
a very emphatic denial. I did go to the
door, and I said "Bill, are you not
voting?" He replied, "No, I am paired
with Trevor Oldham." I said no more.
He remarked, " I will go back inside and
vote," and added that he did not want
an invitation from me. That is the
truth.
Mr. GALVIN.-It is not the truth.

PAIRS.

Mr. Doube
Mr. Fewster
Mr. Holt
Mr. Mutton

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr. Shepherd

Brigadier Tovell
Mr. Bolte.

Mr. Sutton

Explanations.

Buckingham
Block
Guye
McDonald

Mr. FRASER.-As my honour was
impugned, Mr. Speaker, I wished to
make that statement.

(Dundas)

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS.
Mr.
GALVIN
(Bendigo). - Mr.
Speaker, I desire to make a personal
explanation arising from the division
which has just been taken. I was paired
with the honorable member for Malvern,
to whom I gave a permanent pair while

COUNTRY FIRE AUTHORITY BILL.
Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary)
moved for leave to bring in a Bill to
amend the Country Fire Authority Act
1944 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a
first time.

Evide.nce

\[10

SEPTEMBER}

POLICE OFFENCES (FIREARMS)
BIT..L.
Mr. DODGSHUN (Chief Secretary)
moved for leave to bring in a Bill
rela ting to the discharge of firearms on
or across land used for primary production, and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a
first time.
MINERS' PHTHISIS (TREASURY
ALLOWANCES) BILL.
Mr. McDONALD (IPremier and Treasurer) moved for leave to bring in a Bill
to further amend the Miners' Phthisis
(Treasury Allowances) Act 1938.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a
first time.
EVIDENCE BIT..L.
The debate (adjourned from July 29),
on the motion of Mr. Mitchell
(Attorney-General) for the second
reading of this Bill was resumed.
Mr. HOLT (Portland) .-Since the
debate for the second-reading motion
of this Bill was adjourned on the 29th
of July, the measure has been before
the Statute Law Revision Committee,
where it received deep consideration, as
can be seen by the report of the committee presented to the House by the
Attorney-General. In my opinion, this
Bill is one of the most technical
measures that have been brought down
since I have been a member. Naturally
the considerations of the Statute Law Revision Committee were detailed, and
reference was made to memoranda that
passed between the Attorney-General,
officers of the Law Department and members of the Chief Justice's Law Reform
Committee. The memoranda in question
are appended to the report of the committee as appendices.
Members of the Opposition sought
reference of the Bill to the Statute Law
Revision Committee because they considered that there were three grounds
upon which a fuller investigation was
needed for the guidance of all members.
In the first place, there was a desire to
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simplify the wording of clause 2 of the
Bill. For the reasons contained in the
appendices to the report of the Statute
Law Revision Committee, verbose and
redundant as the wording of clause 2
may be, it is necessary and cannot be
simplified without interfering with the
legal content of the clause.
The second ground was not referred
to by the Attorney-General in his secondreading speech; that is to say, why the
same method as was adopted by the
Parliament of Great Britain was not
followed in this case. There I refer to
the rule in Tilley's case, which was overruled by the English legislation. The
reasons why we have affirmed the rule in
Tilley's case--it is contrary to English
legislation-is contained in the memorandum from the Chief Justice to the
Attorney-General, which received the
concurrence of the Chief Justice's Law
Reform Committee.
Honorable members will appreciate
that the rille in Tilley's case, which has
been affirmed by this Parliament, is the
principle that a court in reaching its
decision shoilld have before it the best
possible evidence, regardless of the proprieties or improprieties that may result
from the production of that evidence.
Although evidence may lead to undesirable disclosures as to legitimacy or
otherwise, if that is necessary for a just
decision of the court, the Justices of our
Supreme Court have adopted the wise
attitude of saying that such evidence
should be before the court regardless
of the false modesty that surrounded the
ecclesiastical laws upon which the
restrictions were based.
The third ground for proposing that
the Bill be referred to the Statute Law
Revision Committee was the desire to
ascertain the exact nature of the technical amendments contained in the measure. Honorable members have before
them the report of the committee, whose
members are able to assure the House
that these technical amendments are
both desirable and necessary. Whether
the recommendations made by the
Justices of the Supreme Court as incorporated in this Bill are right or wrong-they have been confirmed by the Statute
Law Revision Committee--only time
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can tell. We have refused slavishly to
follow the precedent established by the
British Parliament, and in our wisdom,
and on the recommendation of the Chief
Justice's Law Revision Committee, we
. have decided to depart from the protection given a witness in certain cases.
When I previously addressed myself
to the motion for the second reading of
the Bill, I mentioned briefly the facts
in the case of Tilley v. Tilley} and
I do not propose to repeat them. We
have reached the position that the matters that gave rise to real grounds for
doub:t originally have been resolved satisfactorily, and the Bill now comes before
the House in the f.orm in which it was
presented and has support from members
on both sides of the Chamber in regard
to its technical provisions.
I wish to take advantage of this opportunity of saying how easy :the work
of the Statute Law Revision Committee
was made by the efforts of Mr. Justice
Sholl when he 'attended before the committee and luddly explained the details
of the Bill and the reasons why provisions
of the English Act had been departed
from. On the evidence contained in the
memoranda in the appendices to the committee's report, I have every reason to
believe that the decision to affirm the
rule in Ti.lley'scase is right. If it is not,
only the result of its application through
the oourts ,of this State can show that
the committee was wrong.
Mr. CAIN.-It will still be a matter of
trial and error.
Mr. HOLT.-It will be, literally and
metaphorically. Any error win be shown
by trial. However, on the evidence presented by Mr. Justice Sholl, and on the
conclusions of members of the committee, there should be little or no room for
error. Oppos,i;tion members support the
Bill and wish it a speedy passage.
Mr. LECKIE (Evelyn).-I trust that
the opening remark of the honorable
member for Portland in describing this
as a technical BiB was not instrumental
in driving members from the Chamber.
Although certain technicalities are involved in the measure, I think the principle involved is one which should be the
concern of all members; that is to say,
to ensure that justice should be done on
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the best evidence available to a court.
There are two anomalies in our law at
present that prevent certain evidence
from being given to a cour.t. The Bill
seeks to remedy the posi:tion by making
thM evidence avaiJable. The first rule
which prevents evidence from being
given is what is known as the rule in
Russell v. Russell. The second rule is
contained in section 119 of the Marriage
Act 1928. The rule in RusseWs case was
established in the English courts, whereby a husband or a wife was precluded
from giving evidence that would tend to
show that there had or had not been
marital intercourse and would thereby
tend to show that offspring was illegitimate. Out of that rule many anomalies
have ·arisen. Courts have tried, since the
decision was given, to narrow its application, but I think I might point to two
examples to show what a dangerous
rule it is. The first was referred to by
His Honour the then Chief Justice, Sir
John Latham, in a case which was before the High Court, when he pointed
out that if a man was charged with
incest, the girl concerned being allegedly
his daughter, he could not be heard in
his own defence to give evidence that
in point of fact the girl was not his
daugh ter. Tha t, of course, reveals a
very serious state of affairs.
In the ordinary course of events, this
rule came in for much criticism immediately after the war, when there
. were numerous suits for divorce brought
on the ground of a wife's adultery, and
the simple evidence was along the lines
that a child had been born whi,le the
husband was serving in the armed forces
and had been absent for a long period,
so that he could not possibly have been
the father of the child. Owing to
the rule in Russell's case, a husband
could not go to court and say that he
had been absent on war service and for
that reason he could not have had intercourse with his wife during the period
concerned. It was necessary to produce
army records and o,ther evidence-which
were admissible-to show that, in point
of fact, the husband had been ·absent on
war service. It became obvious that
the rule was ridiculous, particularly in
m-odern times.
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In England, the rule has been abolished
for some time past. That was achieved
by a very simple provision that "notwitih:standing any rule of law, the
evidence of a husband or wife shall be
admissible in any proceedings' to prove
that marital intercourse did or did not
take place between them during any
period." At first glance, that seemed to
be a simple piece of drafting and, as
will appear from examination of the
memorandum prepared by His Honour
Mr. Justice Shon and Mr. Joske, it was
at first adopted by them, but certain
difficulties were pointed out, and the
final form is that which appears in the
Bill and which, although it may 'seem to
be complicated, merely abolishes the
rule in Russell v. Russell. The affirmative
form which is provided in the English
legislation could easily do more than was
intended and abrogate certain privileges
which witnesses may claim in relation
to the ev'idence they give. Consequently,
as will be seen from the report of tihe
Statute Law Revision Committee, it was
accepted that the rather complicated
clause 2 should stand as it is drafted.
In England, not long after the rule
in Russell's case was abolished, the case
of Tilley v. Tilley was decided. In that
case, a husband brought a suit for
divorce against his wife on the ground
of adultery with a named co-respondent.
The wife did not defend the case, but
the co-respondent served a subpcena on
the wife and called her to give evidence
that, at ·a period subsequent to the
husband knowing that adultery had been
committed, he had visited his wife and
had intercourse with her. That, of
course, would have been a question which
could not have been answered while the
rule in Russell"s case was in force, but
that rule had been abolished, and the
question was asked of her. It was held,
on appeal, that the trial Judge was
correct in compelling the wife to answer
the question. Soon after, and it seems
without any proper explanation, the law
was amended in England to alter that
position, and it now appears as subsection (2) of section 32 of the English
Matrimonial Causes Act 1950, which
readsNotwithstanding anything in this section
or any rule of law a husband or wife shall
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not be compellable in any proceedings to
give evidence of the matters aforesaid.

That refers to marital intercourse.
There has been considerable discussion
on that sub-section, which has not been
adopted in the present Bill, the reason
being that it is thought that evidence of
intercourse in these or similar circumstances is evidence which could be
properly given before the court, and
there is no strong reason why that
particular type of evidence should not
be allowed to be given or why a wife
or husband should not be compelled to
answer questions along those lines.
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-A wife or
husband cannot give evidence against
each other in criminal proceedings, can
they?
Mr. LECKIE.-I am coming to that
aspect soon. There is in section 119
of the Marriage Act 1928 a certain immunity as regards witnesses.
That
provision readsNotwithstanding anything in any Act in
any proceeding under Parts II. to VI. of
this Act no witness whether a party to the
suit or not and whether his or her attendance has been ordered by the court or not
shall be liable to be asked or bound to
answer any question tending to show that
he or she has been guilty of adultery unless such witness has already given evidence
in the same proceeding in disproof of his
or her alleged adultery.

The history of that is analogous to the
rule of law that a witness may not be
compelled to answer a question which
may incriminate him. While adultery
is not a criminal offence, there is some
difference of legal opinion as to whether
or not it is still an offence against the
old ecclesiastical law, which, oddly
enough, is the law applicable in Victoria
in matters which are not directly
covered by the Marriage Act. The
commission of adultery at least made
the guilty person liable to ecclesiastical
censure which, in days gone by, was a
very serious penalty. However, it will
be seen that section 119 of the Marriage
Act limits the privilege of refusal to
answer questions tending to show
adultery to proceedings under Parts II.
to VI. of that Act. It would have been
expected that the courts would be
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anxious to get all the information possible in cases that came within the ambit
of those Parts, which are as followsPart n.-Decrees for Judicial Separation; Part IlL-Decrees for Dissolution of
Marriage; Part IV.-Remedies against
Adulterer; Part V.-Provisions for the
Benefi t of Children and as to Property;
Part VL-Miscellaneous Provisions relating
to Matrimonial Causes. .

So, there was the anomalous position
that, in other proceedings, a question
could be asked of a witness and the
answer compelled, which tended to show
that that witness had committed
adultery, even if the question were put
purely to the credit of the witness. But,
in matrimonial causes, where the question of adultery is obviously one which
is of very serious moment in the
decision of the case itself, then the
witness could not be compelled to
answer that question. Clause 4 of the
Bill repeals section 119 of the M'arriage
Act 1928. Clause 3 is incidental to that
repeal, because not only does it provide
affirmatively that a witness ·is not entitled to refuse to answer questions in
those circumstances, but it extends the
compellability to all persons to answer
interrogatories or to give discovery of
documents in similar circumstances. It
will be seen, therefore, that the Bill does
away with two serious anomalies which
can, in many cases, hinder the proper
process of the courts and the course of
Justiee, because a court may have to give
a dedsion without having before it all
the available evidence. Consequently the
Bill is to be commended for clearing up
those two serious anomalies.
The value of referring such matters to
the Statute Law Revision Committee is
also shown, because the report of tlhat
eommittee contains not only a record of
its deliberations but also the memoranda
prepared by members of the Chief Justice's Law Reform Committee, whioh
clearly sets out all the problems that
arise and ,the processes of reasoning
whereby this final draft has been arrived
at. The report of the Statute Law Revision Committee also indicates that the
matter is of even greater complexity than
I have outlined, but if honorable members 'are sufficiently interested they will
find that all necessary information is
contained in the repor:t. I consider that
Mr. Leckie.

BiU.

the brief outline I have given is suffioient
for the purposes of the House. The Bill
proposes very useful amendments to our
law, and I commend it.
Mr RYLAH (Kew).-I do not propose
to add to the learned speeches of the
honorable member for Portland and the
honorable member for Evelyn as to the
technica} nature of this Bill, but I should
Hke to make one or two short comments.
In the first plaee, I believe that this BiU
is a contribution towards very necessary
legal reform in VictoI"ia. If members
examine the introductory speeches of
Attorneys-General on Bills involving law
reform they will find that, generally, Victoria is usually the slowest of the 'Six
States in Australia to initiate reform.
Mr. CAIN.-It is not only slow to introduce law reform, but also in regard
to other matters.
Mr. RYLAH.-I was trying to confine
my remarks generally to the question of
the Bill and to law reform in this State.
However, I 'agree with the Leader of the
Opposition that Victoria is tardy in making other changes too. It is significant that we are slow to introduce law
reform, but when we do so it is undertaken in a reasonably thorough manner.
I think this Bill indicates just how
thoroughly this House does tackle the
question of improving the law. We are
indebted to the Chief Justice's Law Reform Oommittee, and, ,in particular, to
the members of that committee who
actually dealt with this rather nasty
problem. In the first instance they were
Mr. Justice Sholl and Mr. Percy Joske,
Q.C., who is a leading authority on the
law of divorce in the Commonwealth of
Australia. Mr. Justice Smith was also
consulted, but I do not know whether or
not he was aotually a member of the
committee that dealt with this point of
reform.
The Bill was then explained to the
House by the AUorney-General and was
subsequently considered very fully by
the Statute Law 'Revision Committee on
a non-party basis. That committee obtained additional evidence from Mr. Normand, the Parliamentary Draftsman,
'and Mr. Justice Sholl. It wiU be seen
from the committee's report that a careful investigation was made into the
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reasons why there was a departure from
the English law-not that the committee
considers that the English law is necessarily the best or is right in every case,
but because lawyers generally agree that
if possible there should be uniformity of
legal legislation throughout the British.
Commonwealth. A very critical examination of the English legislation was
undertaken, as was explained by the
honorable member for P.ortland, and the
reasons for the departure from that
legislation were inquired into, after which
the committee made its report to this
House. While commending the work of
the Chief Justice's Law Reform Committee, it is important to stress the fact
that Parliament should not in any case
accept the recommendations of any outside committee, even one of such eminence as the Chief Justice's Law Reform
Committee, without examining those recommendations and the reasons why they
were made. That course was followed
in the present case. If we do not continue that practice we shall delegate to
an outside committee, which .is not responsible to the electors, the making of
our laws. I am quite sure that no member of the House is prepared to let that
occur in any circumstances.
This Bill is a. contribution to law reform, because it removes what is necessarily an artificial rule which has precluded courts from having before them,
when they make decisions on various
matters, all the available evidence. I am
sure that all members agree that it is
absolutely necessary that as far as possible artificial rules should be discarded
and that Icourts should be in pos'Session of all the available evidence~
provided that the liberty of the
subject is not interfered with in
any way. J support the Bill, and
I commend the Attorney-General for
having submitted it to the House. How.ever, I wish that certain other suggestions that have been considered by the
Statute Law Revision Committee-they
would make extremely valuable contributions to Victorian law reform and
assist in removing other artificial rules
found in our statutes-had been brought
before the House with the expedition
with which this Bill has been. I am
aware that the Attorney-General is inSession 1951-52.-[77]
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terested in those matters and I am hoping
that the treatment this Bill has received
will encourage him to bigger, brighter,
and better things. I can assure him that
legislation embodying the reforms to
which I l1ave alluded would not be considered on a political basis, but would be
supported by all sections.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time, and
passed through its remaining stages.
CO-OPERATIVE HOUSING
SOCIETIES (GUARANTEES AND
INDEMNITIES) BILL.
The debate (adjourned from August
27), on the motion of Mr. McDonald
(Premier and Treasurer) for the second
reading of this Bill was resumed.
Mr. SHEPHERD (Sunshine).-This is
one of many measures that have had to
be presented to amend the original Cooperative Housing Societies Act of 1944.
When that measure became law it was
considered to be of a type that would
become popular when once the State had
been able to dispose of the aftermath of
war years and had passed through the
reconstruction period that could be expected to follow. I remember clearly
that when the present Leader of the
Opposition was Premier and Treasurer
he suggested that the indemnity
guarantee should be increased from
£5,000,000 to £10,000,000. The then
honorable member for Korong-the late
Sir Albert Dunstan-considered, for two
reasons, that it would be inadvisable to
permit the limit of guarantee to exceed
£8,000,000. He said that there was no
certainty that the co-operative housing
movement would prove popular, and he
added that, in his opinion, it was 'necessary from time to time for the
Treasurer of the day to present reports
and statements in regard to the finance
of co-operative housing societies and to
keep members of the public acquainted
with the situation.
That course has been followed and
down the years successive Treasurers
have found it necessary to present
amending Bills to extend the guarantee
beyond
the
original
amount
of
£5,000,000. In this Bill, Parliament
is' ·asked to agree to an extension of the
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maximum liability under guarantees
from £32,000,000 to £40,000,000, which
is an indication that there has been a
great demand for co-operative housing
in Victoria. It proves that there has
been great scope for this mov.ement, so
much so that the banks are lending in
the main to co-operative housing
societies only and, unfortunately, are
not dealing with the private individuals
as they should. I am not going to dilate
upon that aspect, but the honorable
member for Brunswick will join with
me in this debate and will refer to that
matter so far as it affects the State
Savings Bank of Victoria.
In explaining the Bill, the Treasurer
indicated that at the end of June, 1952,
ther'e were '207 co-operative housing
societies registered in Victoria with, in
round figures, an aggregate membership
of 21,000. New societies formed in the
last financial year totalled 36-eighteen
each for the metropolitan and the
country areas. It is obvious that the
movement has shown great progress.
The total guarantees were to 195
societies, and as there have been 207
societies formed and the guarant·ees are
issued with respect to only 195,
there must be a list of applicant
societies awaiting the passage of this
Bill in order to obtain necessary finance.
In round figures the total guarantees to
the existing societies amounted to
£30,000,000, indicating that it is necessary to grant extra financial scope for
the extension of the movement.
It is certainly interesting to note that
in the last financial year 36 new
societies were formed. Of that number,
the Commonwealth Bank of Australia
sponsored eight and the amount made
available was £1,400,000; the State
Savings Bank of Victoria sponsored 24
societies and the amount made available
was £4,545,000, while private trading
banks sponsored four societies and lent
the sum of £580,000. Honorable members may be interested also to learn
where the £30,000,000-odd has been
found for guaranteeing the societies. In
all, the State Savings Bank has provided
finance approximating £12,000,000 to 63
societies; the Commonwealth Bank,
jointly with its Savings Department,
Mr. Shepherd,.

Societies

sponsored 40 societies in respect of a
sum of £6,930,000; the English Scottish
and Australian Bank, 40 societies
covering £5,080,000; the National Bank
of Australasia Limited,
seventeen
societies, the amount involved being
£1,935,000.
Various other institutions, have also
been sponsors.
They include the
State Superannuation Board for six
soc.ieties; the Bank of New South Wales,
seven societies; the Australian and New
Zealand Bank Limited, seven societies;
the Australian Natives Association
Friendly Society-which I think would
have acted on a more or less domestic
basis in regard to three societies-the
New Zealand Insurance Company, two
societies; the State Electricity Commission of Victoria, four societies; the
Public Trustee of Victoria, one society;
the Liverpool and London and Globe
Insurance
Company Limited,
two
societies; and the Ancient Order of
Foresters Friendly Society, one society.
The total number of societies thus
financed is 193.
From my knowledge of co-operative
housing this movement has definitely
come to stay. In my view, the most important provision in the Bill now before
us is not clause 2, which deals with increasing the maximum liability under
guarantees
from
£32,000,000
to
£40,000,000. It is necessary, to keep
abreast of the situation as it is at
present. At the 30th of June last, the
number of advances approved and subsisting totalled 13,581, and the aggregate
amount of such advances was £22,302,119.
The amount actually paid in respect of
them was £17,809,577.
The most important part of the Bill
deals. with indemnity advances, which
are not so numerous. The Government
liability in that regard totals only ,333
actual advances to an amount of
£221,711. The number of completed
houses under the scheme was the subject of a report by the Treasurer and
redounds to the credit of the societies
and their directors. In many cases it is
a tribute to member builders, who have
given the uvmost assistance va the cooperative housing movement. In the last
four or five years, when it was almost
impossible to obtain the necessary
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materials at a reasonable price to
coincide with the plans and specifications, these builders, in their own way
made a great contribution to the movemen t by securing ,those materials.
The total number of houses completed
since the beginning of the co-operative housing scheme is 10,094; the
number in course of erection, at· the
end of June, 1952, was 4,906-or
.in round figures a total of 15,000 houses.
At thlS stage, nobody can say how many
advances have been made 'since that
time, but as a director of three housing
societies I know, by signing various
papers, that those three societies have
made extra advances. New plans and
specJications are being submitted, and
consequently that figure would be
changing from day to day, as the building of additional houses is being commenced and others completed. The
number of homes in course of erection
would be governed by those features.
Mr. BROSE.~They are splendid homes.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-I think they are.
In the main, the co-operative housing
societies and the directors have every
confidence in the Registry of Co-operative
Housing. They need to have that confidence because the Registry, by virtue
of its constitution, is the agent of the
Government in supervising the activities
of the societies. At the same time, because of its representation it is gradually
altering and remoulding not only the
law but also the regulations governing
co-operative housing.
Consequently,
there is oversight of the various
houses under construction by the valuers
of the societies and check valuations and
inspections are made from time to time
to ensure that the houses are of the best
qUality.
I know that sometimes it is necessary
-despite the fact that the Minister of
Water Supply says that the houses are
of excellent quality-to take definite
steps concerning some builders who
always try to dodge the law and the
specifications, to .prevent people from
getting real value for their money. It
must be remembered that the asset involved is the house, together wlth the
lahd, and it is necessary to protect
everybody-the borrower, the lender,
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and the Government, which guarantees
the money in the first instance. I shall
not enlarge on that aspect.
Of some concern to every builder and
every other person involved in this cooperative housing scheme at present is
the fact that the interest rate is not
constant. When co-operative housing
was first instituted, money was available from the Commonwealth Bank, the
State Savings. Bank, and other lending
institutions to such an extent that it
could be borrowed at a rate of 3~ per
cent. Everybody looked forward to the
time when interest would gradually decrease so that when a person desired
to build a home, to buy one already
erected or to go on the land or enter
other spheres of activity, he would be
able to payoff his liability in a limited
number of years. However, circumstances are cha~ging. The constitutiort
of the country and the set-up in regard
to the Loan Council are making it
impossible f.or people to' implement
promises to reduce interest.
But what has happened? The tables
in the co-operative housing societies
were drawn up on a notional rate of
4 per cent. The honorable member for
Footscray is thoroughly conversant with
this subject, as he initiated the scheme
in 1944. If it had been possible to retain
the 3~ per cent. interest rate, the
difference between that figure and the
4 per cent. would have been returned
into the society and its members. Today, the whole picture has been altered.
Mr. BROSE.-Did you read yesterday's
newspapers?
Mr. SHEPHERD.-Yes, but the position has been altering since last October
when the Commonwealth asked people
who wanted to borrow money for cooperative housing societies to accept it
at 4i per cent. interest. At that time,
the Registrar of Co-operative Housing
had to draw up new payment tables in a
reasonable endeavour to bring the
system into line-so that the people
would not have to pay any more by way
of interest----<>r, perhaps, to extend the
life of a society to bring about that result.
Since then we have reached the other
situation. The position now is that the
interest rate is 4! per cent. for all those
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people who are dealing with the Commonwealth Bank and. the State Savings
Bank. There are exceptions, and I believe· that those exceptions are in the
minority, which is most unfortunate.
Now, it is necessary to redraft the whole
~cale in an endeavour to l{eep down the
payments of the individual to something
like the scale that previously obtained.
The Registrar of Co-operative Housing
has had to produce new terms and tables
to suit the situation. Previously we
operated on a basis 'Of 221 years. It
has been found by experience that the
payments involved over a period of
22! years were too high and for that
reason home purchasers made a popular
demand for a 30i-year society-to
meet the situation caused by increased
interest rates, and not to lengthen the life
of a society unduly. That type of society
has now been evolved, and it is possible
by using £50 shares to operate over
31 years on total payments which
are not much different from the original
scale.
It will be obvious that new
societies to be formed from now onwards
will be able to their advantage ~o work on
a term of 31 years, in which case the payments will be somewhat similar to those
under the original scheme.
I do not propose to weary the House
with details or statistics, but there is one
feature about co-operative housing which
has always worried the members of the
societies. In the first instance, everybody who wants finance to-day to purchase a home is naturally eager to grasp
anything that is offering. In the past
a 22i-year society languished for want
of members owing to the fact that
'payments were too high. Certain people
who normally would never have had anything to do with housing societies have
made use of the scheme to absorb unused
shares, and they have been able to do
that by the use of ready cash. But the
. other person who must borrow 90 per
cent. of the valuation of his hl.lUse could
never think of entering a 22i-year
society, because he would not be in a
P9.sition to make the requisite payments.
Consequently, if a meeting were called at
present to' form a new co-operative hous-lrig.· g'bciety there would be no shortage
'-Of- members. offering.
Mr. Shepherd.
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On one occasion I attended an initial
meeting for the formation of a society
and I told those assembled there that this
Government would never countenance
the purchase of shares by estate agents,
or investors, or people who desired to do
so for the purpose of allowing their
friends to become interested and obtain
finance. The main object of the scheme
was to permit the individual person, the
young man and wife with a family, to
obtain a home. I think every member
of this House would support me in the
statement I made to that meeting. It
was known that in one particular society
there had been a cornering of shares by
certain people with an eye to investment.
Those people submitted the names of
their relatives and friends and in that
way obtained hundreds of shares so that
they could later transfer them to a
person who might desire to purchase a
house in which they had an interest.
However, that is not a general practice.
I consider that the case I submitted at
the meeting represented the right approach. Co-operative housing should not
be cornered by persons who normally
would never have an interest in it. In
a new society the individual person has
to repay the principal, all the interest
charges, and the management fees. The
latter is a vital question. The sum of
3d. per share per month spread over
a period ~)f 31 years aggregateS' a considerable amount. The factors I have
mentioned must be watched.
There has been much agitation concerning a prospective increase in the
management fees. I never attempt to
pre-judge an issue. I have tried to be
fair and I consider that the management
fees constitute a heavy load to be carried
for 31 years. A person may have 47
shares-I use that figure because that
number of shares corresponds as nearly
as possible to the sum of £2,340, which,
as the Leader of ~he Liberal party
realizes, is the nearest share figure to the
proposed 90 per cent. advance. Over a
period of 31 years the management fees
to be paid would amount to about the
sum of £218.
Mr. NORMAN.-That is at the present
rate.
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Mr. SHEPHERD.-That is so. That
represents a fairly heavy, load to carry.
It has been estimated that with an
interest rate of 3~ per cent.-notional
rate of 4 per cent.-plus the management fees, the actual interest was
close on 4.3 per cent. However, that
is another story. I realize that discussions have taken place between the
Federation of Co-operative Housing
Societies and the Registrar of Co-operative Housing Societies. Some persons
are not as keen as they should be, because
many who were formerly interested in
the increase are at present not so interested; they say that other approaches
are being made. I am prepared to leave
the matter at that.
Colonel LEGGATT.-Did you receive a
letter this morning?
Mr. SHEPHERD.-Yes. I do not
know whether the honorable member
for Mornington is nudging or urging me.
Colonel LEGGATT.-I inferred from
your remarks that you had not received
a copy of the letter to Which I have
referred. I was not nudging you, but
interjected only for infonnation.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-I have received a
copy of the letter referred to, and I have
other information. I have ascertained,
by making inquiries, that some of the
statements contained in the letter are
not consistent with certain approaches
that have been made by those responsible
for issuing the letter, and where there is
a doubt I prefer to leave the matter until
I can make further researches. I am not
condemning anything stated in the letter
but I desire to investigate it. That question is not involved with this legislation.
The management fee of 3d. per share can
/be aHered by regulation by Executive
action, and consequently there is no
provision regarding it in the Bill. It
may be necessary to introduce a provision
concerning it so that the situation may
be safeguarded. At this stage, the
management fee is a big item.
The present situation, as I understand
it, is this: The Treasurer has indicated
that the Government desires to amend
section 62 of the original Act of 1944 to
alter the system by granting advances
up to 90 per cent. and perhaps more
than 90 per cent. of the valuation.
Under the law at present, the limit
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that can be ,borrowed. at 90 per cent,
is the sum of £1,890. ,Honorabl~,
'members who have been in, this Hom~~
for a few years will remember that
at 'one time the limit which could l;>~
borrowed was the sum of £1,125, if ~
remember correctly, 'for a wooden hous~j
and the sum of £1,350 for a brick hou~e"
or a house of a similar type of. constru~i
tion.
During the life of the Liber~
Government, when the honorable memb~r:
for Ballarat was the Premier, it was
increased to the sum of £1,540 for ~
types of houses. A later amendment
raised the figure to the sum of £1,890.
I was always of the opinion that the
line of dem'arcation between the figure of,
80 per cent. and the figure of 90 per cent.
was too drastic. It was possible for a
person to borrow, on an 80 per cent.
valuation, up to the ,sum of £2,376 in
certain societies, according to the value
of the shares and the value of the
property.
If
a
person desired
to borrow 90 per cent. of the valuation the most he could obtain
was the sum of £1,890.
As costs
increased, it was realized that it
was practic'ally impossible for a person
to do much with that sum; he had to
have considerable other funds to enable
him to build a reasonable home.' If he
possessed that money, he could have received 'an 80 per cent. advance. He
could have built a house costing up to
£3,000 with an advance of £2,400, representing 80 per cent. of the valuation,
provided that he had ,the other £600
.in cash, or land to that va'lue. I
tried to induce the Government of the
day to ,make a stepped scale of advances
to cover the person who had a little more
than 10 per cent. of the amount required
-he might have had 11 per cent. or 12'
per cent. If he did not have the 20 per
cent., he was in an awkward situation;
he could not borrow more than 90 per
cent. and could not build a suitable home
to meet his needs. Consequently, it is
necessary to look to the other side of the
question.
One of the saving fea tures of the
legislation is that, irrespective of the
amount which a man desires to borrow
or of the amount of money he may have,
the directors of the society are expected
t"o exercise close scrutiny on his outgoings so that he will not be committed
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to more than 25 per cent. of his income
in the purchase of a house, and the
directors were expected to base their
calculations .on an income that could be
considered permanent. In the last few
years there have been several avenues
through which incomes have been earned
by the members .of m'any families, but
they could disappear overnight when the
earning capacity of the wife or the husband might alter owing to ,curtailment
of over:time or even through one or the
other losing his or her employment.
. Under the propased scheme, it is the
intention of the Goyernment to alter
the current situation. It is naw proposed
t.o advance an amount equivalent to 90
per ·cent. of the value of 'a house and
land, the cost of which does nat exceed
the sum of £2,600, plus any payment
which might be standing to the credit
of the member in the saciety. A t present
a 90 per cent. advance represents the
sum of £1,890. That limits the member
to the purchase of a hause valued at
£2,100. In the last few years not many
houses have been built as cheaply as :that
except some, ·as the Prem,ier pointed out,
which have' been of only 7 or 8 squares,
and most municipalities are n.ot keen on
houses of that type being built in certain
areas.
:Mr. NORMAN.-That figure included'
the value of the land.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-That is so. Prob·ably a municipal council would object to
that type .of hause being erected in lacalities where land was somewhat expensive.
Residents of such districts have made a
great outcry against the erectian .of that
type .of hause .. That occurred in my elec.:.
tarate 'and in the Dandenang electorate,
when the Railway Department propased
te: erect hauses alangside h.omes which
had been built far a number of years and
which, although they had not cast as
much as the new hauses, were worth
much more to-day and were of a better
st'andard. Accarding ta the latest repart, the cast of the hauses erected by
the Railway Department, including :the
land, exceeded the sum of £3,000. At
present it is suggested that houses
should have a maximum value rather
than a maximum loan being granted in
respect of them. I daubt whether that
plan will be successful.

Obviously, from the remarks of the
Premier, the Government is prepared to
carry a high guarantee or indemnity and
to increa,se the advance to Ibetween 90
per cent. and 100 per cent. That would
mean increasing it by 10 per cent. tQ 100
per cent. [t is apparent that there is a
line .of demarcatian that makes the situation difficult to understand. If a member
of a society wishes to erect or purchase
a home the value of which, together with
the land, does not exceed the sum of
£2,600, he can receive approxim'ately 90
per cent . .or £2,340, plus his paymentsand they could vary. It depends on how
long a man has been in a saciety. I
paint out that a man must be a member
of a saciety for a period of five years
and five months to build up an equity of
10 per cent. Many persons would never
be able to waH that lang. '!'he result is
that most persans who become members
.of a saciety at present wish ta build as
saon as passible.
They will be able to borrow £2,340
plus the minimum amount they have paid
into the saciety; they must find the balance of the maney required. If the
saciety's valuer estimates that the valuation of a hQuse and land is £2,610, a
man will not receive a 90 per cent.
advance; he will be limited to an advance
.of 80 per cent. That position needs to
be corrected. I favaur the system .of a
maximum advance, and even if it were
made £2,340, or £2,600, it wauld nat
affect the situation greatly. Possibly we
eauld redraft the amendment to pravide
that the sum of £2,340 will not be exceeded at 90 per cent., adding the payments made to the society. When all is
said and done, the existing law makes it
almost impassible far a co-aperative.
hausing saciety ta exceed the total .of 90
per cent.
.
I direct attention to paragraph (a) of
sub-sectian (1) .of section 62 of the Act
.of 1944, wherein it is pravided(a) The amount of the advance does not
exceed One thousand eight hundred and
ninety pounds.

Paragraph (b) statesThe amount of the advance, reduced by
the value of the share capital of the member, exceeds eighty per centum but does not
exceed ninety per centum of the value of the
land and the dwelling-house erected or to
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be erected thereon as ascertained in such
manner as the Co-operative Housing Advisory Committee directs .

That indicates that we should examine
this amendment closely.
I believe the
Treasurer is endeavouring to give people
with the least means the best possible
opportunity of obtaining a house of reasonable standard to-day, keeping in mind
the fact that a man's commitments must
not exceed 25 per cent. of his income. A
person wishing to build a house of this
type would not be able to go into a
settled area and pay £500 for his block
of land. He would have to go into an
area that is being developed. In the next
year or so, he will be called upon to meet
street-making costs of from £4 a foot and
he will also have to pay rates and insurance charges. Those commitments
must be paid by the people whom we are
trying to assist.
If paragraph (b) of sub-section (1) of
section 62 is left as at present worded,
the intention of the Treasurer. to give
these people an indemnity beyond an
advance 'Of 90 per cent., will be thwarted.
It appears that we will not have to amend
only paragraph (a) but also paragraph
(b). I direct attention to that aspect so
that the Government may obtain further
advice on the m'atter. As I have said, I
would have preferred to see written into
the Bill a new maximum advance of 90
per cent. If the amendment I have suggested is not made, it may be necessary
to amend paragraph (b) to bring about
the object we are trying to achieve.
The Government should seek further
advice on this matter, which is important.
It will be of no use amending one paragraph of sub-section (1) of section 62 and
then finding that we should have made a
simple amendment by omitting the figure
of £1,890 and inserting £2,340. Then
we would provide for an advance of 90
per cent. We could overcome the difficulty by redrafting the amendment and
saying that the amount of the advance
is to be £2,340, which will equal 90 per
cent., plus the subscriptions to the
society; the total amount should not
exceed £2,600. That will limit the purchase of a house to that 'sum, and a cO'st
of £2,650 would prevent a member from
obtaining not only an advance of 90 per
cent. but also the addition of h'is pay-
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ments to the sociErty. Even then, the
retention of paragraph (b) of SUb-section
(1) of section 62 would defeat our
purpose.
I wish to indicate what a member of
. a society ha's to pay. If he becomes a
member of a new 31-year society today, his shares win be based at £50. To
the nearest round fi.gure, that would
equal £2,350 at 90 per cent., or 47 shares.
He would pay in management fees each
month 11s. 9d., subscriptions, £2 18s. 9d.,
and when he had borrowed he would be
making loan repayments, including interest, on 47 shares at 3s. 9d., £8 16s. 3d.
His monthly payments would total
£12 6s. 9d. That is a large sum to be
paid by an individual who may be in
rece1pt of only a low income.
When we consider payments for rates,
taxes and insurances, and improvements
that have to be made, such as the construction of roads and the ins'tallation of
sewerage, many of these people will
have to meet higher weekly amounts
for the purchase of their homes than is
paid in the way of rent for Commission
house's. However, they will not receive
the benefit that in times of distress
applies to occupants of Commission
homes whose rents are reduced so as
not to be less than 8s. a week, according
to the disabilities suffered and the income of the family concerned. That is
an important factor.
•
Over the period of 31 ye.ars, the member of the s'Ociety would pay 372 monthly
instalments of £12 6s. 9d., and the
management fees in that .period would
amount to £218 11s. The existing rate
of interest is 4! per cent., but it becomes
a notional rate uf 4.9 per cent. That is
not the effective rate because there are
certaIn concessions, such as insurance
rebates and the interest earned by contributors to 'the society who have been
members for more than two years and
have not borrowed from the society.
They earn interest on the money that
they have on deposit. In that case,
there must be a different calculation for
each person, because each person borroW'S
at a different time. There is the over-all
payment of 372 monthly instalments of
£12 6s. 9d. and, as I have already said,
the management fee amounts to £218 11s.
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Subscriptions' total £1,092 15s., and loan
repayments £3,278' 5s., making a total
of £4,5'89 11s. to pay for a loan of £2,3'50.
The interest and management fees total
£2,239 11s., the management fees being
£218 11s., leaving an interest payment of
£2,021 on a loan commitment of £2,350.
That is an enormous tas:k for a working
man, but hundreds of workers have had
to start to make fuose payments. M'os,t
honorable members went through the
period ot ,purchasing thek homes when
houses were cheaper! but during the
1930's it was a strug,gle for one to maintain one's commitments.
Some of us could not struggle through.
Others did so only by reason of certain
concessions, granted by the Government
of the day, such as a moratorium to reduce rates of interest. It may not be of
interest to many members of this House,
and certainly it will not interest other
persons, but I might say that at that
time I was purchasing a home under a
contract of sale for five years, and the
interest rate was reduced by the' moratorium from 8 p&r cent. per annum to
.£6 2s. per cent. per annum. Other members had to go through the same period,
when not only were incomes low, but
there were several wee~s when there
was no income at all. The task was
colossal. Anything that can be done now
.to help people in the lower income groups
to secure a Jarger advance than 90 per
cent. should be done.

" 'Societies

of amending that paragraph. Further..:
more, everything that can be done to
keep down interest rates should be done.
It is a sad situation that, when every
member desires reduced interest rates,
those interest rates are controlled by
others. I not,iced in the newspapers this
morning tihat the Colonial Sugar Refining Company is seeking a loan at an
interest rate of 5 per cent. per annum~
The terms of that loan have been no secret because, in a recent speech made at a
company meeting -in the city of Melbourne-to which I referred in the House
last week-Mr. Staniforth Ricketson
said that it could be expected the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company would
be launching a loan very shortly at an
in te.rest rate of 5 per cent. per annum.
It is obvious that if such a thing is to
happen with loans that are not associated
with housing, it win become more difficult to obtain money for home building
unless the co-operative ihousing societies
and the State Savings Bank have reached
a stage where a sy;stem has been drawn
up whereby they can balance the money
to be lent in the metropolitan area with
that to be lent in country areas. I understand that the metropoUtan quota is full
at present. I know that the Treasurer
has gone out of his way from time to
time to induce the banks to find the money
necessary to finance co-operative housing
societies.

Many of the societies financed
by
the Commonwealth Bank 'and the
I look forward to the day when :the
State
Savings Bank have been able to
State Savings Bank 'Of Vktoria will be
lend
all
their money, and there are people
able to lend money at a cheaper rate of '
interest than at present. I do not pro- who are still clamouring for loans for
pose to encroach upon that field, because home building, despite the prospect of
the honorable member for Brunswick high repayments over a period of 31
has undertaken to make an analysis of years. The brightest spot I have seen for
the situati'On in that regard. Now that some time past is that in the last few
the Treasurer is in the Chamber, I de- months a house in my electorate was built
sire to point out to him that, although, in eight and a half weeks. That was made
possible simply because there are not
in clause 3, it is proposed to subsUtute a many houses being commenced to-day,
new paragraph for paragraph (a) of and no finance is available to the
sub-section (1) of se~tion 62 of the prin- ordinary individual who wishes to build
cipal Act, ~his would appear t'O be re- a home. Moreover, those per.sons who
dundant unless there is some amendment have building materials for sale wait on
to paragraph (b), which limits a loan the doorstep of the average builder to
to 90 per cent. Opposition members offer him supplies which, until recently,
support the measure, but would like the could not hE: obtained within a period
Government to investigate ~he possibility shorter than fifteen months.
Mr. Shepherd.
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Sir THOMAS 'MALTBY.-That is .not reducing the co'st"of,the homes'to:.anY great
extent.
Mr. SHE~aERD.-i agre~. I have
heard a similar remark from two persons who are· engaged in the building
trade to-day. The indicaUons are that
those persons· who were struggling to
complete their homes will soon be Hving
i~ them. I do not want the position to
stop there. I desire that money should
be made available at a reasonable rate
of interest, with Government backing
in the form of an indemnity advance,
to enable people who have not started
to build to commence building operations, finish and enter their own homes.
I believe that when a person is living
in his own home, despite all the difficulties of repayment, he is a better citizen
because he has a stake in the country.
Those persons who live in their own
homes do their best not only to keep
them in reasonable repair, but to make
improvements as finance becomes available. I wish to say that the Labour
party, in Ithe main, supports the
measure. It will criticize the Bill where
criticism is deemed to be necessary.
Co-operative housing must be properly
managed and properly supervised. Consideration must be given to reducing
costs in two ways, first, by lowering interest rates and, secondly, by bringing
about a reduction in management fees
in such a way that there will not be
any adverse effect on that very efficient
band of people who, under great
difficulties, act as secretaries and
directors, in an honorary capacity, of
the 207 societies that are now registered.
Mr. NORMAN (Glen lris).-At the
outset, I desire to pay a tribute to the
honorable member for Sunshine for the
quality of his speech. The point upon
which agreement is reached on this
measure is that all members subscribe
to the view that it is desirable that
there should be an increase in the spread
of home ownership in the community,
and that, wherever possible within the
economic limits of a growing community, assistance should be afforded
to as many citizens as possible to obtain
homes of their own. To that extent
this measure is an extension of th~
original provision for the establishment
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of co-operative housing societies, ,which
has played such a substantial part in the
spread of home ownership in Victoria.
I now direct the attention of the
Government to one way in which home
ownership throughout Victoria can be
increased, that is, by pressing forward
with the sale of Housing Commission
homes. I make that comment in regard
to this measure because co-operative
housing societies can advance the
requisite funds, subject to having overall finance available within their present
structure.
Those
societies
have
accepted Housing Commission homes
when they have been offered for sale.
I believe that the Government could
do a great deal more than has been done
by ensuring, to the sa tisfaction of all
members of the House, that the Housing
Commission is genuine in its attempt to
make the sale of Commission homes
attractive to tenants and to endeavour
to persuade those tenants to purchase
homes. Personally, I must say, in. all
kindness to the Commission, that I am
not convinced that that is the situation.
In one instance, in the electorate that I
have the honour to represent, there is
a comparatively large estate of several
hundred homes which was completed
in every respect more than three years
ago. Every house was occupied and
the streets were made, but no parks
were constructed; consequently, there
could be no argument about their cost.

According to the Housing Commission, the only item that is holding up
final valuation of the estate is a dispute
with the contractor about the sum
of money due in respect of certain
fittings. Spread over several hundreds
of houses, this is a comparatively
minute matter, and in the business
world, if one wanted to finalize the
valual1:ion of several hundreds of homes
and there was a dispute pending i~
regard to some thousands of pounds, the
normal procedure would be to estimate
the liability and to go ahead with the
valuation of the houses concerned.
The Housing Commission, by averaging
the cost of houses in estates, is already
taking some risk so far as the a,greement with the Commonwealth is concerned. However, in that action, t~e
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Commission has had the support of all
parties in this House. I believe that the
Commission would have taken no risk
if in regard to this particuJoar estate it
had said, " For the pUTposes of valuation
we will acceIYt the liability, without
prejudice to any ca'se that may be pending. If we then find we are not liable
as the result of a court decision or some
negotiation, so inuch the better, and we
can assist the next estate." At least the
tenants of the estate would have been
given in the last three years an option
to purehase their homes and, by now,
some of them would have paid two to
three years' instalments.

Somet;.,

social aspects, and also, of course, building
up an enormous maintenance dep'artment
for which Governments of the future will
have to accept responsibility.

Members may be somewha't distur.bed
at the ex'tent to which Government
guarantees are increasing under this
legislation. The Bill proposes an in·
crease in Government guarantees to
co-operative housing 'Societies from
£32,000,000 to £40,000,000. To, some
members and to the public that may
appear to be a very grave risk. I wish
to discount such a thought, in fairness
to the system of co·operative hOUJsing
societies, lest some people feel that it is
Mr. SHEPHERD.-Valuation increased time we started to curb this method of
by hundreds of pounds while they finance and operation of home building.
waited.
First, I should point out that the actual
advances made- under this system to
Mr. NORMAN.-That is so. I have date, according to the Treasurer, total
pressed the Housing Commission and, £17,809,000.
That is the figure on
after three or four years, the only which the Government at pres'ent has a
reply I can get is that no finality risk and not on the theoretical figure
has been reached. Alpparently the Com- of £32,000,000, which is the over-all
mission ha's not proceeded to law on the amount of guarantee to various societies,
question of payment; probably it is all of which has not been taken up but
waiting for the contractor t·o force the will be in the future. Further, I would
final paymenl he desires. I should not emphasize that the Treasurer has pointed
have spoken at such length on this sub-, out that up to date there has not been
ject except that I feel very strongly that one claim on the guarantee. That
the Government should take steps to sta'tement might not give us quite so
ensure that the Housing Commission much comfort because economic conpresses forward on the question of valu- ditions, even in a period of shortage of
ation and offers of homes for purchase. labour and material's, have been such
It is of no use the Commission saying that there has been little likelihood of
that there is not much evidence that a claim.
tenants will purchase their houses. I can
assure the Government that in thi's parThere is another aspect with which I
ticular estate many people want to pur- should like to deal at some length bechase their homes. The longer the cause there 'seems to be a prevailing fear
delay, I believe the more it might be of a shortage of finance in regard to
said that we have entered a period when home building. I have heard it said by
finance may not be as readily available, the State Savings Bank Commissioners
and valuations overall have jncreased, and by people who have defended them
wi th the result that tenants may lose the in their attitude to the question of ad~
opportunity of using payments for pur- vances f.or home ownership and home
chase instead of rent. On the question of building, that this is a risky business, and
home ownership, every member of the that the Commissioners have no right to
House has a real interest. As the honor- risk public funds or depositors' funds to
able member for Sunshine has stated, it any lar.ge extent in the financing of
gives people a much greater stake in the home building. In regard to the present
community and a feeling of real position of co-operative housing societies,
responsibility. All members are dis-' may I direct the attention of honorable
turbed at the prospect of the Housing members to the fact that in a great
Commission becoming an enormous State majority of cases the advance equals 80
landlord, being responsible for certain per cent. of the valuation of the house
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and land? Therefore, the society, and
the Government which guarantees it.
in effect, has a first equity of 20 per cent.
Mr. LEMMoN.-That is on present-day
values.
Mr. NOru.\iAN.-I agree' with that
comment of the honorable member for
Williamstown. Every year during which
repayments are made the equity of the
borrower increases by approximately 3
per cent., according to the period of the
advance and other factorR. In five years'
time. in the average case, the equity of
the owner i's somewhere about 35 per
cent. of the valuation. So the risk of the
State, under its guarantees in this particular case, or in the case of any institution of Government which may advance
money for home building, is down to
approximately 65 per cent. of the valuation within five years which is a measurable period.
Mr.
MERRIFIELD.-Perhaps lending
institutions are not sanguine that they
can look ahead for five years under the
present economic conditions.
Mr. NORMAN.-Even after one year
the equity of the borrower is 23 or 24 per
cent. and the Government's risk is about
75 per cent.-on to-day's valuation.
I
point out that the very institutions that
might query the advances on home building because of what they believe to be a
risk, apparently quite readily invest-not
so readily as some of us would likein the only alternative and that is in
certain Government bonds, the market
value of which ,to-day in many
cases is 88 or 90 per cent. of
their face value. During the depression
years Government bonds sold for as
low as 60 per cent. of their value. I
believe that if we experienced anything
like the depressions that have occurred
in the past the value uf Government
bonds would be far below 60 per cent.,
because now many m'ore Government
securities are held than was the case in
those earlier periods.
Any financial disturbance in this
country can be caused only by external
conditions reflecting on Australia, as was
the case in the last depression. It is
easy to throw the blame on Governments'
of one political colour or another. The
Scullin Government was in office in the
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Commonwealth during the last depression, but I have never suggested that
that or any other Government was responsible for the depression, which was
a reflection of world conditions, and
from which Australia emerged more
readily and more satisfactorily than
many other countries. In the event of
any financial disturbance, property of
the kind that we are now discussing will not only be comparatively
of greater valu~ as a security
but it will be more readily saleable than
Government bonds, which are quite unsaleable at such a time. Further, if
homes are established during the period
of plenty they will prove of great value
because people will be given the opportuni ty of owning their own homes and of
becoming real citizens. I think that will
have a stabilizing effect. In the event of
any financial disturbance in Australia
these properties, whatever may have
been the experience in the past, will be
of greater value to any finance organization, comparatively, than will any
other security such as Government bonds
on which at present people seem to place
100 per cent. reliance and consider to be
gilt-edged investments'.
I have mentioned this matter only
because I think it is time we re-orienta ted our thinking on the question of
advances. It has been said to me that
the State Government should not risk
£40,000,000 on this class of investment
because the risk is far too great. My
own view is that we should ensure that
we have as many home owners in the
community as possible. The number of
home owners has been increasing over
the last ten or fourteen years. The 1947
census showed home ownership to the
extent of 53 per cent. of the community
whereas before the war the figure was
47 per cent. No doubt, there is a
larger percentage of home owners now
than there was in 1947. The honorable
member for Sunshine mentioned the
question of advances of £2,600 and
pointed out that such advances would
give an opportunity to those desiring to
operate under co-operative housing
societies to build a larger and better
standard of home than the existing
limit of £1,890 allows.
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For several months, the costs of build- involv~d" .if: there is any doubt in the
ing have undoubtedly been reduced and honorable member's mind about the posiI hope th'at trend will continue. The tion when, the share capital is :less '. than
shortening of the period of building £260" then I suggest we should receive an
homes~down to eight weeks in one case
undertaking from the Premier that he
mentionei::l by the honorable member for will look into it and, if necessary, have
Sunshine, but on an average of the matter dealt with when the Bill is
from five to six months, instead in another place. I believe the case
of from twelve to eighteen months tha t the Premier dealt with was in order,
as in the immediate past-has un- so far as the drafting is concerned.
doubtedly reduced costs.
We have
SHEPHERD. - The Premier's
Mr.
always said that one of the great factors example was in order.
in the increase' in building costs was the
Mr. NORMAN.-The honorable meminability of builders and contractors to
ber
for Sunshine spent some time on disco-ordina te their efforts. In some cases
cussing
interest rates which have been
they have had the fibrous plaster sheets
available before they could get the tiles, increased by the State Savings Bank of
or they have had to shift men in the Victoria and the Commonwealth Bank to
middle of the day from one job to 4! per cent. so far as co-operative housanother because bricks were not avail- ing societies are concerned. We have
able. I believe it correct to say that the been advised that while finance for this
provision of an advance of £2,600 for a type of lending is periodically limited,
house and land for the purposes of this one private bank is still charging an
legislation will enable a better quality interest rate of 41 per cent. while
house to be built than would have been another private bank i~ actually charging
possible twelve months ago. We are 3i per cent. While certain decisions
therefore getting an increased advantage made in Canberra permitted an
from the £500 increase in the valuation increase in interest rates, the Commonwealth Government did not attempt to
rate under the Act.
force a State instrumentality, over which
The honorable member for Sunshine we have some responsibility, to charge
raised a real query on the Premier's 4! per cent. interest. Whether or not we
statement in regard to the maximum have power under the Act to fix the rate
advance available now being £2,600 and of interest-and we have not-we have
asked if it was correct. I would direct some responsibility for considering the
his attention to sub-paragraph (b) o~ effect of interest rates charged by the
sub-section (1) of section 62, to the words State Savings Bank. I hope the infer" reduced by the value of the share capital ence is not drawn that the Commonof the member." As I read it, the amount wealth Government has forced the
of the advance, reduced by the value of State Savings Bank of Victoria to inthe share capital of the member, may crease the interest rate.
reach 90 per cent. of the £2,600. Let me
Mr.
CAIN. -The
Commonwealth
t'ake an actual case of a house and land Government forced the Commonwealth
worth £2,600; if the amount .Jf the adBank to increase its interest rate.
vance is £2,600, which the Premier said
Mr. NORMAN.-I gather that the
could be made, it would be reduced by
the value of the share capital of the mem- Commonwealth Bank, so far as interest
ber. We can assume that it would be rates are concerned, has some indepenfrom
the
Commonwealth
£260, the member hav'ing built up his dence
deposit, and the advance still would not Government, as has the State Saving')
Bank in Victoria. I am not sure of that,
exceed 90 per cent. of the valuation.
but I understand that it is the position.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-What would happen I am only concerned with the State
if the member only had a share payment Savings Bank of Victoria, over which
of £130?
we should exercise some care. That
Mr. NORMAN.-There may be a diffi- . bank has not been forced to raise its
culty in that case. Personally, while I interest rates. I believe there is a great
am satisfied to the extent of £260 capital anomaly in the State Savings Bank
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charging an interest rate of 4! per cent.
to co-operative housing societies. It is
the same rate as is charged for Credit
Foncier loans, which are individual
loans. The Premier might well convey
to the State Savings Bank Commissioners the feelings of members of this
House, and, I hope, of the Government,
that it is illogical to charge co-operative
housing societies 4! per cent. interest
on one overdraft, a single, simple
advance which involves only one book
entry covering an amount of £150,000.
There are practically no management expenses to the bank in
connection with that loan. At the
same time, it admits that it can
lend money on Credit Foncier loans,
with all the detailed and involved collections, recording, following up slow
repayments, the preparation of documents and so on, and still charge the
same rate of 4! per cent. If the State
Savings Bank can lend for Credit
Foncier purposes at 4! per cent. interest
rate, then, to take a reasonable comparison, the rate t'O co-operative
housing societies should be no more than
4i per cent.
Mr. GALVIN.-You must have been
reading the speech that is to be delivered
by the honorable member for Bruns·
wick.
'
Mr. NORMAN.-The debate on this
Bill has been conducted on a high level,
something different from the standard
that was reached in the House earlier
to-night.
Mr. CAIN.-This is not a Sunday
school.
Mr. NORMAN.-I have no wish to
make it such.
The question I have
raised has nothing to do with the over·
all question of low or high interest
rates. That is not the matter I am
debating and there are strong arguments
for both sides on that question. Under
conditions as they exist to-day. it is not
an easy matter to decide. It is illogical
for the State Savings Bank to charge the
same interest rate to co-operative housing societies on one large overdraft as
is applicable to individual loans under
the Credit Foncier system. I hope the
bank Commissioners will reconsider this
question, in the light of representations
which I trust the Premier. will make to

1952.]

Bill.

1883

them.
I suggest that they should
make, in effect, any allowance to
the co-operative housing societies f'lr
the management charges which the
societies carry and the bank does
not. The societies take the responsibility and provide the necessary
management and machinery.
The other aspect so far as the State
Savings Bank is concerned is allied to
the question I have just raised. If the
State Savings Bank can charge 4! per
cent. interest on one advance of £150,000
and still receive no more than it would
obtain on 75 advances each of £2,000,
then there is no great incentive for the
Commissioners to seek Credit Foncier
business.
Inevitably,
that
could
prejudice decisions on the provision of
finance for alternative types of home
building. The Liberal and Country party
supports this Bill. We would like to be
sure of the effect of the proposed amendment of section 62.
It is purely a
matter of drafting that could be ironed
out. We accept the Premier's assurance about what is intended. I feel that
we have seen the turn-round in the costs
of home building. Materials and labour
are becoming more plentiful and now, as
the honorable member for Sunshine
said, suppliers almost chase the builders
as soon as building has commenced.
At this time we should do nothing to
limit the amount of advances available,
provided the resources are there to support the loans that have to be made
under this scheme. I hope the Bill will
have a speedy passage.
Mr. RANDLES (Brunswick).-The
corner-stone of our civilization is family
life. -and it is our duty not only to preserve that family life but to strengthen
it. It is with that thought paramount
in my mind that I address myself to this
Bill. One of the planks of fue Labour
party is the furtherance of the cooperative housing movement, and the
party makes no apology for its support
of legislation of this type because it believes that through such movements
many of the ills confronting us at present
can be overcome.
I desire to refer only to two aspects
of the co-operative housing movement;
first, the high rates of interest charged
by various lending institutions, and,
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secondly, ;the high repayments that
must be made by individual members of
societies. Whereas the honorable member for Glen Iris rapped the State
Savings Bank over the knuckles with
a damp tram tioket, I do not propose to
be so considerate. In November last
the Commonwealth Bank permitted all
lending institutions to increase their
rates of interest to co-operative housing
societies and other borrowers. Of course,
,such act,ion could be expected in view of
the Government in office at Canberra.
However, before taking that course, the
Commonwealth Government crippled the
war service homes division and restricted
its operations. Many borrowers, prevented from obtaining money from that
source, naturally had to turn to other
lending sources to obtain finance to
secure a home. When they did so, they
learned that the interest rate had been
increased.
The Commonwealth Bank increased
its rate of interest from 3~ per cent. to
4i per cent. The increased charge did
not apply to existing, societies, but it
was charged to all new societies. At the
same time, neither the National Bank of
Australasia nor the English, Scottish, and
Australian Bank increased their charges
to the housing societies. However, the
State Savings Bank of Victoria, over
which fue Premier has control in respect
of interest rates, increased its rate from
3~ 'per cent. to 41 per cent., and the
increased burden was applied not only
to new societies but also to existing
societies. Th1s State instrumentality
was the only lending institution which
increased its rate of interest to existing
co-operative housing societies, and the
Government ,must accept responsibility.
When that happened I raised my voice
in protest in this House. The Premier
was amazed ,at the action of the bank.
He qid not know that it had increased
the rate, although he had signed an
order.
He assured me that he would
look into the matter, but I have heard
noth,ing more from him on the subject.
Apparently nothing further ha's been
done about it.

Societies

wealth Bank and the State Savings
Bank. It must not be forgotten that,
up to that time, the record of the State
Savings Bank of Victoria was the worst
of any lending institution so far as cooperative housing societies interest rates
were concerned. This year the National
Bank took the opportunity of increasing
its rate 'Of interest from 3~ per cent. to
41 per cent., but it did not increase the
charge to the full amount allowable. In
other words, the National Bank realized
that the co-operative housing societies
were bearing the administration costs of
the loans to their members and that
bank was prepared to allow the societies
some semblance of rebate on interest.
The English, Scottish, and Australian
Bank did not last November or in
August of this year increase its interest
rate from the then prevailing rate of 3~
per cent., and at present the same rate
is charged by that institution.
At
present, the State Savings Bank of Victoria is charging 4! per cent. interest
to all co-operative housing societies.
Strangely, if a person applies to the
State Savings Bank and borrows money
direct from it-which a person may do
up to 75 per cent. of the bank's valuation of the property-the money would
be made available at the rate of 4~ per
cent., but the bank must bear the full
cost of the administration of the loan,
and even at that rate of interest the
bank shows a profit ,on the deal.

When money is made available by the
State Savings Bank to co-operative
housing societies the same rate of
interest-4! per cent.-is charged,
Which means that :the bank is making
a clear profit to that extent. The bank
does not accept any responsibility for
the administration of the loans made by
the co-operative housing societies to its
members. It is not only the amount of
interest that a member of a co-operative
housing society pays, but the amount of
the principal on which he is charged, and
that is the second problem that we have
to face. When the rate of interest was
3~ per cent., a member would repay on
an advance .of £1,998 a total sum of
In August of this year -interest rates £3,,687 13s. 4d. over a period of 30!
were again increased from 41 per cent. years. In other words, he would pay
to 4! per cent. by both the Common- . back £1,689 13s. 4d. ever and above the
Mr. Randles.
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amount he ihad borrowed. That additional sum was made up of £170 4s. repre..
-senting management fees, and £1,519
9s. 4d. in interest. On an advance of
that 'amount the ,member would require
to make monthly payments amounting
to £10 Os. 5d., plus lOs. a week for rates
and taxes, and 3s. 6d. per week if the
road were unmade, making a total
monthly payment of £12 14s. 5d.
When the rate of interest was raised
to 4~ per cent. on the same advance-the sum of £1,99S-a member, instead
of repaying £3,6S7 13s. 4d., would have
to repay £3,971 6s.Sd. The monthly
payment would be made up of management fees, 9s. 3d.; share subscription
£2 15s. 6d. ; loan payments-which is
interest-£7 11s. 1d.; a total of £10 15s.
10d. In addition, the sum of lOs. a week
must be put aside for rates and taxes,
as well as 3s. 6d. a week if the road is
unmade, making a total of £13 9s. 10d.
a month. Thus, under the provisions of
the scheme, the person would require to
earn 'at least the sum of £13 9s. 10d. a
week to be eligible to be a member of
the society.
I turn to the next amendment, which
is contained in clause 3 of the Bill. The
value of the land and dwelling house
erected or to be erected thereon shall not
exceed the sum of £2,600, and the
maximum amount to be lent is £2,340.
On the new figure the subscriptions,
which are payments made in reduction
of principal, amount to £3 6s. a month;
management fees, 11s. ; and interest,
£S 19s. Sd.; making a total of £12 16s.
Sd., or £3 4s. 2d. a week. Again, an
amount of lOs. a week must be allowed
for rates and taxes. In this instance the
sum of 7s. must be allowed for roads,
because the average road to-day costs
from £4 a foot upward to construct. The
member would repay the sum of £4 1s.
2d. a week. This means that he must
receive an income of £16 4s. Sd. a week
before being eligible to become a member of a society.
That situation is just ridiculous.
The average person in the community
to-day cannot earn that sum each week.
At present, when we are facing a period
of unemployment and curtailment of
overtime, it is absolutely impossible for
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the average man and his wife to hope
one day to own their own home. The
only solution to the problem is to reduce
the interest rates, and 1 believe that this
can be done by using the funds of the
State Savings Bank of Victoria. The
bank will not do it voluntarily, and it
will be necessary for the Government to
"stand over" the Commissioners, if I
may use that expression, to force them
to play their part in furthering the cooperative housing movement. They have
never been friendly towards this proposal.
If at present the State Savings Bank
is prepared to lend money to the Commonwealth Bank and other banks at
interest rates of, at the very highest,
2 per cent., surely it can afford to lend
money to various co-operative housing
societies at rates lower than 42 per cent.
In my opinion, it is the duty of the
Government to see that the Bank adopts
this course. The Government should
have the courage to tackle the Commissioners and executive of the State
Savings Bank of Victoria. So far they
have been a law unto themselves. It is
time that the Government examined the
relevant Act with a view to implementing
various amendments.
Interest rates
should be lowered, and I consider that
the time has arrived when the State
should establish a co-operative bank.
The Government should pass a Bill
similar in character to the New South
Wales Co-operation Act and consider the
implementation of a co-operative banking
scheme. I submit those points with all
sincerity. It is the duty of the Government to tackle the question of high
interest rates.
Mr. LEMMoN.-The Government promised to provide money for housing at
2 per cent. interest.
Mr. RANDLES.-That is true. In the
year 1950. the Government promised
during the election campaign that if
returned to power it would provide funds
for housing loans at an interest rate of 2
per cent. However, the Government has
not made any endeavour to carry out
that promise. I again call upon it to
honour this obligation. Members of the
Labour party also promised during that
election campaign that if returned to
office they would provide funds for
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housing at 2 per cent.,. and if. circumstances are favourable in the future they
will at least make some attempt to
achieve this object. Members of my
party will not skulk on the Ministerial
bench closing their eyes to inevitable
difficulties and, like Mr. Micawber, hoping for something to turn up.
Mr. HAYES (Melbourne).-This Bill
can be described as the most important
measure introduced this session. Clause
2 provides for an increase of the sum of
£8,000,000 in the aggregate liability
which the Treasurer may accept with
respect to guarantees given pursuant to
section 59 of the Act, but it appears that
the increased sum will be more on paper
than otherwise. I am convinced that
money spent on co-operative housing is
expended to greater advantage to the
State than money spent in other
directions. Strong and encouraging support for the measure has been voiced by
the honorable members for Sunshine,
Glen Iris, and Brunswick, and the positionconcerning the banks has been
svated. The Government should earnestly
and seriously consider their representations.

Interest rates are of importance to
persons endeavouring to purchase their
own homes. If the rates are to be increased, hundreds of our best citizens
will not have the opportunity of securing
a home. Only a few years ago, during
the general election campaign, members
on the Government side of the house, as
well as members of the Labour party,
advocated an interest rate of 2 per cent.
for housing purposes. I realize that
conditions have altered since then, but
as the State Savings Bank has available money which it can lend to other
institutions, is there any reason why it
should not be lent to the co-operative
housing societies? The honorable member for Sunshine has sta ted tha t the
State Savings Bank is let:lding money
under the Credit Foncier system at the
same rate of interest as is charged on
money ,lent to co-operative housing
societies. That is altogether wrong. I
urge the Premier to ascertain whether
it is possible for something to be done
on this question.

Societies

I did not intend to speak in this debate,
but representations have been made to
me, and I have been asked to read in
the House a letter from the secretary'
of a group of housing societies which
has been forwarded to me, and which
states, inter aZia99 Queen-street,
Melbourne, C.l.
2nd September, 1952.
I write on behalf of the directors and
members of the group of twelve co-operative
housing societies operating from the above
address to draw your attention to the recent
increases in rates of interest on loans to
persons who are financing their homes
through co-operative housing societies; to
voice our 2,000 members' strongest possible
protest against such increases, and to seek
your assistance in endeavouring to obtain
some relief for such people . . . .
At the time of formation of each society,
money was obtained' by the society f·rom
the respective bank at a rate of 3~ per cent.
Until November, 1951, that rate remained
unchanged. However, in September, 1951,
the Commonwealth Government increased
the maximum rate chargeable to such societies from 3~ per cent. to 4§ per cent. As a
result, the State Savings Bank of Victoria,
which finances six of our societies, increased
its rate of interest to 4§ per cent. as from
1st November, 1951.
On 28th July, 1952, the Commonwealth
Government lifted the National Security
Economic Organization Regulations. This
enabled the banks to charge higher interest
rates. As a result, the following increases
have been made by banks which are lfinancing our societies:Commonwealth Bank from 3~ per cent.
to 4~ per cent. as from 1st August, 1952.
State Savings Bank of Victoria from
4§ 'per cent. to 4~ per cent. as from 1st
August, 1952.
The National Bank of Australasia
Limited, 3~ per ,cent. to 4~ per cent. as
from 1st August, 1952.
(The English, Scottish and Australian
Bank, which finances three of our societies, has not, as yet, increased its rate
from 3~ per cent.)
This means that people who have joined
co-operative housing societies in Victoria in
the last eight years and have obtained
advances on the basis of an mterest rate of
3~ per cent. are now faced with having to
meet increased payments.

I shall not repeat comments that were
quoted by the honorable member for
Brunswick. The letter then statesIt will be seen that the increase of
interest rates. from 4 per cent. to 4~ per
cent. can cost home-purchasers or homebuilders an amount of £283. As the actual
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increase is from 3~ per cent. to 4~ per cent.
the increased repayments by members
would be approximately £350.
Our directors and members are most
concerned about the additional interest
burden. At 4 per cent. the amount 'of
interest payable by our members on an
advance of £1,998 was £1,519 19s. 4d.; at
4~ per cent. the amount payable is £1,803
2s. 8d. In addition to these interest payments, member~ would pay management
fees amounting to £170 4s. in each case.
Our 2,000 members comprising, in the
vast majority, working-class people, protest
as strongly as possible against the increased
rate on the following grounds:1. The family is the basis of society,
and family life depends on adequate housing ,and adequate home ownership, yet
home ownership in Australia at present
is restricted to only about 50 per cent. of
the people.
2. Co-operative housing societies in
New South Wales and in Victoria in the
last fifteen and eight years respectively
have been increasing the number of
people becoming home owners.
Their
long-period terms and their relatively
low interest rates were the prime factors
in this. The recent rises coupled with
high building costs will counter those
factors with frustration to would-be
home owners and ill effects for the
nation.
3. The latest rise in the interest rat:e
to 4~ per cent. places co-operative housing society finance at a disadvantage
compared with State Savings Bank
Credit Foncier rate, which is now 4~ per
cent. with no management costs to
borrowers.
4. They resent the fact that the people's
two banks, the State Savings Bank and
the Commonwealth Bank, were the first
to charge the increased rates and were
the ones to go to the highest rate-4n
per cent.
5. The Commonwealth still makes
money available to State Housing Commissions at 3 per cent., and W,ar Service
Homes finance is available at 3~ per cent.
In both cases the costs of administering
these schemes is borne by the taxpayers,
and their administration costs would
greatly exceed the administration costs
of co-operative housing societies.
Summing up our members' protest
briefly, they maintain that encouragement
to home-ownership is essential, that the
increased ~ates are a real deterrent, that
they may In fact embarrass many members
who
have committed
themselves
to
advances on the original rate of 3~ per
cent., ,and that the increased rate of interest
on housing is not justified, as housing is
good lending security.
We would like to point out that all parties
in the State House have at one time or
another made promises of co-operative
Session 1951-52.-[78]
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finance, e.g., Labour and Country parties
have promised 2 per cent. loans and the
Liberal and Co un try party has promised to
make more money available through the
State Savings Bank. It seems that now is
the time for these promises to be honoured.
We do therefore seek your support for
our protest and ask you to make representations in the House in this matter,
because the whole purpose of the Cooperative Housing Society Act will be
defeated if the repayments are beyond the
average wage earning.
Emphasizing that our interest in this
matter is not political but that we are only
anxious that as many people as possible
are given the opportunity of exercising
their undeniable right of owning their own
home.

That letter sets out the exact position
so far as interest rates are concerned.
An honest effort is made by members
of a housing society to secure homes
for themselves, and if the interest
rate is to be increased it will
mean that fewer dwellings will be
built by people anxious to own
their own homes.
The best people
that the State can have are persons
who own their own properties, and we
should encourage them in every way
poss1ble.
The debate has been interesting, and I
feel sure that :he representations that
have been made by members on both
sides of the House will be given serious
consideration by the Government. This
is a matter in which party politics play
no part, and members on both sides of
the House are anxious tQ ensure that
people wishing to build their own homes
are given every QPportunity to do SQ.
lf losses occur--I do not anticipate that
they will-in relation tu the co-operative
housing societies scheme, and the
Government is called upon to meet its
guarantees, it will be money well spent.
I supPQrt the representations of the
honorable member fQr Sunshine and the
honorable member for Brunswick and
join their appeal to the Government
to see if it is not possible for the State
Savings Bank tQmake concessions to
members
of
co-operative
housing
societies similar to those made under
the Credit Foncier scheme as to which
there are no management fees to be paid.
If the Premier requestS' the bank to
make funds available as members have
suggested. I am sure that the response
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will be effective. I trust that ,it will not
be long before interest rates recede to
their old level, which will benefit persons
building their own homes.
Mr. MORTON (Ripon) .-1 support
the amendment proposed in the Bill.
As a director of a country co-operative
housing society, I appreciate the position
facing its members because of the 100
persons in the society at least 60 are
building their own homes. In the past
they have experienced great difficulties
in obtaining materials. and I am sure
that the proposed increase of the
maximum advance to £2,600 will be of
great advantage to country societies. I
am not conversant with the working of
societies in the metropolitan area, but
it has been amply demonstrated to-night
that members uf those societies also
will benefit from the proposed amendment.
We were forced to increase the -interest
rate charged by our society to 41 per
cent., and that has not placed the Government in a favourable light. When the
society was formed in October, 1951, the
interest rate was being changed. from
3~ per' cent to 4i per cent., and· we
assured our members that that would
be the maximum, the scale being prepared on the notional rate of 4 per cent.
Some lending institutions have increased
their interest rates, but I understand
that others have not done so.
It
has been necessary, however, for cooperative housing societies to pass
on any increased interest rates to
their members. Certainly, the directors
have the option of extending the
life of a society. In the society in
which I am interested, an extension of
eight months would have covered the increase in the interest rate but, because
of the uncertainty of the financial situation, not only in Australia but allover
the world, and the possibility of interest
rates increasing still further, a decision
was made to rass the increased interest
rate on to the membel':>.
Another aspect, which does not concern co-operative housing societies in the
metropolitan area but gravely concerns
those in country districts, is the distances
that have to be travelled by v'aluers to
:nake assessments of p:operties. It is
necessary for a valuer to tr.avel 18
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miles to the township of Stawell to value
some of the houses that are being erected
by the co-operative housing society in
which I am interested. Member builders
are agreeable to pay a small additional
sum of money to meet the high cost of
travelling long distances in country areas.
Building activities in my electorate cover
a radius of 30 miles and, if a valuer is
asked to travel that distance, he is out
of pocket substantially. I should like
the Government to review this aspect to
ascertain whether some relief cannot be
afforded, because I fear that in country
districts there will be difficulty in retaining the services of competent valuers unless there is a re-adjustment of travelling
allowances. In some instances, member
builders have no one to supervise the
erection of houses for them and the difficulty is surmounted by arranging for
additional inspections to be made by a
valuer. Those inspections impose a substantial burden on a valuer, especially if
he has to travel long distances at a
financial loss.
Generally speaking, the 100 members
of the society in which I am interested,
which has its headquarters at Ararat,
are very grateful to the Government for
sponsoring the co-operative housing
society movement, which has been a boon
to a large number of workers in my
electorate. Had it not been for the cooperative housing society, many of them
would have been unable to obtain money
at reasonable rates for home building
and would have been deprived of the
opportunity to secure a home for themselves.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-A similar situation
obtains in many parts of Victoria.
Mr. lYIORTON.-I am speaking of the
electorate which I have the honour to
\represent, and I have no doubt that
what I have stated is an example of conditions that obtain in any part of Victoria
in which there is a co-operative housing
society. So popular has the movement
become in country districts recently, that
I am sure there will be requests for the
forma tion of many new societies in the
near future. Even in my own district,
there has been advanced about £180,000
of the £200,000 allocated by the State
Savings Bank. I believe that ,:joon we
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will be forced to make application for
the formation of another society. That
speaks very well for the organization of
the present society and for the co-operation that has been received from the
Government, through the Registrar.
There has been no difficulty in obtaining
advice, and we are very grateful for the
fact that experienced officers have been
sent to Ararat to guide us. I support
the measure, which, I believe, will be of
great advantage to the member builders,
in whom I am very interested.
Mr. DAWNAY-MOULD (Dimdenong).
-The amendments that will be effected
by the passage of this Bill receive my
blessing. The measure gives me the
opportunity to make a few relevant
observations on the actual operation of
the Co-operative Housing Societies Act,
also its impact upon those who run the
societies and the members of them.
First, I should like to comment briefly
on the extent to which the State Savings
Bank of Victoria ihas responded to the
desire of co-operative housing societies
to have access to funds. I think honorable members would do well to remember that the funds that are used by
those 'Societies and which are advanced
by lending institutions of all kinds are
gilt-edged securities. There can be no
greater backing than the desire of individuals to own their own homes, coupled
with which tihere is the backing of the
State, which guarantees not only the
bank but the liabilities of the societies
as well.
The rate of -interest charged
by the State Savings Bank under its
Credit Foncier scheme has to bear all the
costs of administration and -individual
inspection of the properties. I suggest
that it is good, prudent business, without
risk to the depositors' funds-of which
the Commissioners are the trustees-that
there should be ,a lower rate of interest
to Government-guaranteed co-operative
housing societies than those that obtain
under the Credit Foncier scheme. I
would not suggest, in any circumstances,
that the Commissioners of the State
Savings Bank should be given even an
indication of how much money they
should lend for co-operative housing
schemes, because they occupy a position
of extreme responsibility; the decision
must be theirs, and theiI1s alone.
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The other matter to wihich I wish to
refer relates to a disability which is
suffered by many societies inasmuch as
there is a gradual falling off in membership. Societies may start with a very
enthusiastic public meeting of anythjng
up to 100 members, and the expenses of
the society are based on the income that
is derived from a small amount per unit,
which is the management fee. Then, for
various reasons, such as the receipt 'of
a legacy, the winning of Tattersall's,
transference to a war service home, or
the obtaining of finance by way of a
bank overdraft, membership falls off and
there is a danger that those who manage
the affairs of t,he society will become
somewhat disheartened. Consequently,
this Parliamentary institution, which
makes the laws, should encourage those
who manage the co-operative housing
societies by granting an increase in the
management fee to raise it above the
present very low, level. I make that suggestion, recOgnizing that the number of
units has increased in proportion to the
increased value of properties that have
been built. It cannot be overlooked,
however, that expenses of the societies
have risen also; the wages of the staffs
have increased to an enormous degree.
Some of the finest examples of the
development of co-operative housing
societies are to be seen not only in the
metropolitan area, but, also in countI'y
districts where, fortunately, the scheme
is expanding at a rate that is a delight
to everyone who is really -interested in
the major social aim of encouraging
people to own their own homes.
I stress the need for adding to the
present legislation machinery for what
I might call a "continuing society."
We know that towards the end of the
life of a society its income is low and
many adjustments have to be made; also
that many people have not been able to
join a society in the early days of its
formation. If there were associated with
every group of co-operative housing
societies a continuing or perpetual housing society to cater for those individuals
who possibly cannot immediately affore
the very large sum needed to bring them
up to date in a society that has been in
existence for some time, it would fill
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what is at present a' rather bad gap in
the whole scheme of home ownership. I
hope that out of the co-operative housing scheme will be evolved the means by
which people who to-day are tenants of
Housing Commission homes can become
the owners of those houses. I can
visualize no better way of financing
them, particularly at the price at which
these homes can be sold, than through
the co-operative housing society movement. I should like to see in every major
Housing Commission estate, not only in
the metropolitan area, but also in the
country, a co-operative housing society
formed for the especial purpose of
allowing tenants to purchase their homes.
I realize that it would be a "sudden
death" society, because the membership would fill very rapidly and the total
amount, of capital requirements for the
purchase of houses from the Housing
Commission would be reached in a short
time. That kind of society J?rings in its
train problems that we have· not
envisaged in the past. I hope that the
Registrar of Co-operative Housing
Societies and his officers will be able to
advise the Government on the matter.
Without being fulsome, I should like to
pay a tribute on behalf of all societies
in the Dandenong electorate to the
wonderful work that has been and is
being done by the Registrar and his
staff. From time to time I have heard
people say that those officers are hard
task masters, but after a short time they
have come to me and said, "We did not
1hink that Mr. Ebbels was right; he was
not only right, but he has saved us a
great deal of worry." I think it is
proper that we, as the representatives
of the people, should not be afraid from
time to time to say to public servants,
wh€'ll praise is warranted, "You are
doing a good job, well done."
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time and
committed.
Clauses 1 and 2 were agreed to.
Clause 3 (Alteration of limit of value
of house, &c., on which Treasurer may
grant indemnity).
Mr. SHEPHERD (Sunshine).-The
comments I made on this clause, in the
absence of the Treasurer, have now been
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discussed with him. He has undertaken
to investigate my suggestion that it may
be necessary to amend paragraph (b) of
sub-section (1) of section 62 of the
principal Act. Possibly it will not need
amending, depending on how one reads
the alteration to be made by this clause.
There is a doubt about the position of
a member who may have less than a 10
per cent. equity. The honorable member
for Glen Iris suggested that, in reading
the clause, if we take into consideration
a maximum valuation of £2,600, in conjunction with the payment to the credit
of the member, as being £260, then that
would equal an advance not exceeding
90 per cent. of the valuation'. It is possible that if a member had paid only
£130 then paragraph (b) of sub-section
(1) of section 62 would have to be
amended to enable his case to be dealt
with.
The Treasurer has agreed to submit my
question to the Parliamentary Draftsman and, if necess'ary, the Bill can later
be amended in another place. I accept
that assurance. The clause and the
suggested alteration could be re-arranged
to give that greater scope suggested by
the federation, which has always felt
that there is a line of demarcation
which would prevent some members
fiom borrowing if they so desired. If
the old idea had been retained and the
amendmen t were altered to read "the
amount of the advance does not exceed
£2,600" that would comply with the
ideas of the Government. It would
cover the maximum advance of 90 per
cent. of the valuation-£2,340-plus the
subscription standing to the credit of
the member. That would overcome the
necessity for amending paragraph (b).
I shall hand to the Minister of Lands, to
pass on to the Treasurer, the amendment
r am suggesting. Th~ clause will give
the relief desired by those memberS' of
'Societies who obviously have been restricted in their borrowing by the existing limitation of the advance to £1,890.
Sir ALBERT LIND ~Minister of
Lands).-As this is a financial Bill there
may be some difficulty in carrying out
the suggestion made by the honorable
member for Sunshine, to have any necessary amendment submitted to the clause
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Aged Persons-Melbourne City Council's
rehousing scheme, 1538; rent sUibsidy,
1538.
Agreements by Country Party with
Labour Party and Liberal and Country
Party, 2641.
Appropriation Bill, 535.
Basic Wage-Provision to meet cost of
quarterly increases, 739.
Brown CooI-DevelQipment of resources,
742; financial assistance 'by Commonwealth Government, 743; production,
1464; increased use by Victorian industries, 1540.
Business of the House-Proposed amendment of adjournment motion, 2337.
Callide Coal-Shitpments received, and
distribution, 1464; cost, 1539; Commonwealth subsidy, 1539; loading facilities
at Gladstone, 1539; contract with Malcolm Moore Pty. Ltd., 1539; influence
on Victoria's economy, 1540.

Coleman, Hon. P. L.-continued.
Chairman of Committees-Appointment,
968.
Coal-Importations, 1464.
Commonwealth
Grants
Commis$ionExamination of State finances, 743.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 739.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1064.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1461,
1536.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2631,
2633, 2638, 2645, 2663, 2747, 2748.
Consolidated
Revenue
Bills-Time
afforded members to consider financial
questions, 1536, rejection by Council,
2644; members' reasons for refusing
Supply in 1947, 2644, 2645; granting of
Supply conditionally, 2748.
Death of Mr. McNally, M.L.C., 970.
Education-Financial burden on section
of community, 1069; plea for can cessions,
1069.
Education Department-Country bus services, 1068; suggested amendment of
regulations, 1069; shortage of schools,
2643.
Electoral-Redistr~bution
of Assembly
seats, 2639, 2748, 2750; agreement
between Country party and Labour
party, 2641.
Forests Commission-Loss on firewood for
metropolitan area, 740.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1341.
Geelong Waterworks
and Sewerage
(Amendment) Bill, 2536.
Hairdressers -Registration ·(Amendment)
Bill, 2317.
Hard Fuel Authority-Proposed establishment, 1541.
Hospitals-Means test for patients, 2643.
Housing-Home finance scheme, 1538.
Housing Commission-Slum reclamation,
1538.
Imported Materials Loan and AppUcation
(Amendment) Bill, 2555.
Kyneton District Hospital~Investigation
of allegations, 1961.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill,
1533.
Land Tax Bill, 2311.
Leader of Labour Party in the Council,
968.
Leave of Absence-For Mr. Slater, 1061.
Loan Funds-Commonwealth allocations
to Victoria, 1065; use of to finance
State defiCit, 1066; distribution, 2643.
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Coleman, Hon. P. L.-continued.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment Bill, 2741.
Ministry, The-Redistribution of portfolios, 742.
Money Bills-Contributions of members
to debate, 1536.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2741.
Points of Order-Constitutionality of
amendment to motion for second reading
of Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4),
2633.
President-Election of, 966, 967.
Public Works-Planning by State instrumentalities, 1065; determination of
priorities, 1065, 1066.
Railway Department-Deficit, 740, 1064,
1067, 1536, 2643; inq'uiry into administration, 740, 741, 1067, 1068, 1070, 1536; use
of 'brown coal in locomotive3,- 740; coal
production at State Coal Mine, 741;
houses for miners at Wonthaggi, 741;
increased fares and f.reights, 1067, 2643;
freight concessions on country goods
traffic, 1067; competition of road transport, 1068; appointment of Commissioners, 1068.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 279.
Royal Commission on Allegations of ImIproper Conduct-Attendance of members and officers of Council, 2440, 2441,
2539.
State Coal Mine-Management by Railway
Department, 1064, 1540; means of increasing output, 1540.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill, 1795.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2232, 2243.
State Instrumentalities-Control,
742;
policy and powers, 1066.
State Savings· Bank-Financial policy,
1537; suggested amendment of State
Savings Bank Act, 1537, 1538; use of
surplus funds, 1537.
Supplementary Estimates-Supply of more
detailed information, 1064.
Taxation-Restoration of State rights,
1064.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2318, 2332.
Uniform
Tax,ation-Effect
on State
finances, 739, 1064; High Court case to
test validity, 739, 1065; formula for
reimbursement to States, 1065.

Coleman, Hon. P. L.-continued.
Water Bill, 1779, 2133, 2152, 2154, 2157.
Water Supply-Development of projects,
742.
Commonwealth
Grants
CommissionExamination of State finances, 743.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I)-Received from Assembly, 708; first reading, 708; second reading, 735; Committee, 744; remaining stages, 749.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Received from Assembly, 1016; first reading, 1016; objection to motion for second
reading being made Order of the Day
for same day as receipt of Bill from
Assembly, 1016; second reading, 1062;
Committee, 1092; remaining stages, 1093.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. S)-Received from Assembly, 1461; first reading, 1461; objection to motion for second
reading being made Order of the Day
for same day as receipt of Bill from
Assembly, 1461; second reading, 1534;
Committee, 1543; remaining stages, 1552.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4)-Received from Assembly, 2629; first reading, 2629; second-reading motion, 2630;
amendment, 2631; deibated, 2631; agreed
to, 2683; motion, as amended, agreed to,
2683; new motion "That this Bill be
now read a second time," 2747; agreed
to, 2756; Committee and remaining
stages, 2756.
Consolidated
Revenue
Bills-Council's
powers, 736.-Supplementary Estimates
,for 1951-52, 1064.-Details of eX'p.enditure, 1064.-Departmental method of
preparing accoun ts, 1078.-Time afforded
memibers to consider financial questions.
1536.-Rejection by Council, 2644, 2652.
2655, 2670.-Members' reasons for rejecting Supply in 1947, 2644.-Refusal
of Supply .by Assembly in 1945, 2654.Question re Supply for decision :by
Council, 2659. 2678.-Granting of Supply
conditionally, 2670, 2679, 27413.
Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill, The.
(See .. The Constitution (Legislative
Council) Bill.")
Co-operative Housing Societies-Report on
management fees, (qnJ 1961.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees
and Indemnities) Bill-Received from
Assembly, 1893; first reading, 1893;
second reading, 2215; rer11aining stages,
2229.
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Coroner'., Inquiries-Method of selecting
jurymen, (qn.) 1162.-Jury for inquiry
into Boronia level crossing fatalities,
(qn.> 1162.
Country Fire Authority Bill-Received from
Assembly, 2305; first reading, 2305;
second reading, 2441, 2464; instruction
to Committee, 2472; Committee, 2472;
remaining stages, 2472; message from
Assembly re amendments dealt with,
2629.
Country Party-Agreement with Labour
party, 2641, 2657, 2660.-TeI1ms of agreement between Country party and
Liberal and Country party, 2641.
C'ountry Roads (Amendment) Bill-Received from Assembly, 1321; first reading, 1321; second reading, 2244; remaining stages, 2247.
County Court (Amendment) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 1094; fir·st reading, 1094;
second reading, 1174, 1329; Committee,
1338, 1465; remaining stages, 1466.
Crown Proceedings Bill-Introduction and
first 'reading, 8; second reading, 244;
Bill referred to Statute Law Revision
Committee, 247; ['eport presented, 969;
second-reading debate resumed, 2540;
Committee, 2547; remaining stages, 2549.

D.
Dairying Industry-Veterinary assistance to
dairymen, 748.
Death. (See" McNally, the late Hon. C.
E.")
Decentralization-Railway freight conces~ons to country industries, 1084.
(See
also "Railway Department-Freights
and Fares.")

Department of Health-Expenditure on
health
services,
1541.-Compulsory
X-ray examinations, 1545. (See also
"Mental Hygiene.'"
Discharged
Servicemen's
Employment
Board-Personnel, staff, functions and
reports, (qns,) 1018.
Distinguished Visitors-The Right Honoraible R. K. Law, 437; Mr. Joseph
Grimond, 437.
DivisionsAdjournment-On motion " That the House

do now adjourn," 2338.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4)-On

amendment to motion for second reading, 2683; on second-reading motion, as
amended, 2683.

Di visions-continued.
GeeZong Harbor Trust (F'inanO'ial)

Bil~

On amendment to motion for second
reading, 1348.
Hairdressers Registration (A mendment)
Bill-On clause 3, 2317.
Kyneton District Hospital-On motion for

adjournment of House, 2006.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bil~On

amendment to clause 2, 1619.

Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill-·

On motion for second reading, 534; on
new motion for second reading, 734; on
motion for postponement of further consideration of Bill in Committee, 1534.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill-On amendment to

clause 3, 456; on amendment to clause
9,458.
Registration
of
Births
Deaths
and
Marriages Bill-On amendment to clause

3, 1174.
The

Constitution

(Legislative

Council>

motion for second reading, 520.
TO,talizator (Amendment) BiU-On clause
2, 2337; on motion for third reading,
2337.
Water Bill--On clause 2, 2153; on clause
6, 2156.
Dog Racing-Revenue from winning bets
tax and licence fees, (qn,) 1776.
Bil~On

E.
Eager, Sir Clifden, Q.C. (East Yarra Province).
Election of President, 966.
(See also
"Pr·esident, The (Sir Clifden Eager,
Q.C,).")
Education - Registered
Post-Primary
Schools: Proposed concession re school
bus services, 1069.
Education DepartmentAdministration and Finance-Additional
expenditure on education, 537. - Increased cost of education, 1541.
Inspectors-Residences, 1093.
Royal Commission-Proposed appointment
to inquire into education system, (qn,)
1461.
Schools and Buildings - Stawell State
School No. 502: Shortage of accommodation, 1077, 1092.-Ballarat Girls'
Secondary School: State of disrepair,
1077; renovations, 1078; construction ot
new building, 1077; rate of progress ot
work, 1077, 1092, 1093.-Provision 01
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Education Department--continued.
additional class-rooms, 1091, (qnJ 2125,
2651.-Opening of West Heidelberg
High School, (qn.) 1462.-Proposed new
State school at Macleod, (qn.> 1462.Construction of high school at Ringwood,
(qn.) 1776.-Additional class-rooms at
Greensborough State School, (qnJ 1776.
-Shortage of schools, (qn.> 2125, 2643,
2682.-Purchase and erection of Bristol
pre-fabricated schools, 2651.
Teachers-Residences, 1093.-Case of Mr.
R. D. Goodman, 1349.-Additional staff
required, (qn'> 2125.-Number of male
and female teachers, (qn.) 2125.Temporary staff, (qn.> 2125.-Shortage,
(qn.> 2125, 2682.
Transport of Scholars-Country bus ser"
vices, 1068, 1090; amendment of regulations to extend benefits of services, 1069.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing Board-Pricefixing powers, 749.
Eildon Weir. (See" Water Supply.")
Elections and Qualifications Committee-Appointments, 3.
Electoral-Redistribution of Assembly electorates: Subject discussed, pages 2639
to 2683 and 2747 to 2756. (See also
"Legislative Council").
Evidence Bill-Report of Statute Law Revision Committee presented, 1465.-Bill
received from Assembly, 1893; first readi,ng, 1893; second reading, 2160, 2458;
remaining stages, 2464.

F.
Ferguson, Hon. D. P. J. (South-Western
Province).
Australian Red Cross Society-Welfare
House hostel, 1465.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1073.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1547,
1549.
Floods-Damage in Barwon valley, 1073;
preventive measures, 1073; appointment
of controlling authority, 1074.
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bill, 1323.
Geelong Harbor Trust-Reconstitution,
1322.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1344.
Geelong
Waterworks
and
Sewerage
(Amendment) Bill, 2561.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Construction of maternity hospital at Geelong, 2125.
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Ferguson, Hon. D. P. J.-continued.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 2003.
Old Folk's Home, Geelong-Construction
and occupancy, 2537.
Railway
Department-Geelong-Queenscliff line: Motor train service, 1461,
1549, 2127; fares, 1549.-Administration,
1549, 1550.-Melbourne-Geelong line:
Duplication, 2126; passenger service,
2126, 2537.-Colac-Geelong passenger
servke, 2127.-Melbourne-Warrnambool
line: Buffet car, 2537.
Transport-N eed of co-ordination, 1549.
Under-Privileged Children-Closing of
holiday camp at Queenscliff, 1074, 1547.
Water Bill, 2151.
Firearms Bill-Received from Assembly and
restored under temporary Standing
Order for lapsed Bills, 31; Committee,
436; remaining stages, 437.
Firearms Offences Bill-Received from
Assembly, 31; first reading, 31; second
reading, 68, 155; Committee, 162; remaining stages, 163; clerical error corrected, 510.
Fire Brigades (Long-service Leave) Amendment Bill-Received from Assembly
and restored under temporary Standing
Order for lapsed Bills, 31; ordered to be
committed, 31.
Fisheries and Game Department-Destruction of opossums, 535.
Fishing Industry-Improvement of ports,
2652.
Floods-Damage in Barwon river valley,
1073;
preventive
measures,
1073;
appointment of controlling authority,
1074.-Flooding in Chelsea-Carrum area,
1075, 1089, 1092; prevention of further
flooding, 1075, 1089; recommendations
of Public Works Committee, 1076; temporary drainage plan suggested by residents, 1076.
Forests Commission-Losses in supplying
firewood for metropolitan area, 740.-Timber production and revenue, (qns.)
2538.-Sums allocated to fire protection
works, (qn.) 2538.
}'orest8 (Exchange of Lands) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 1094; first reading, ]094;
second reading, 1164, 1323; Committee,
1327; remaining stages, 1329.
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Fraser, Hon. A. M. (Melbourne North
Province).
Agreeme"nt between Country party and
Labour party, 2657.
Bread Supplies-Zoning of delivery areas,
748.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control Bill, 2215.
Cement"':""-Importations, 1775; costs, 1775;
distribu tion, 1775.
Charitable Trusts Bill, 67.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (NQ.. 1), 748.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2631,
2635, 2655, 2753.
Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill,
The, 64, 514.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill, 2246.
County Court (Amendment> Bill, 1332.
Crown Proceedings Bill, 8, 244, 2540, 2541,
2547, 2548, 2549.
Discharged
Servicemen's
Employment
Board-Personnel and activities, 1018.
Dog Racing-Revenue from winning bets
tax and licensing fees, 1776.
Education Department-West Heidelberg
State School, 1462; Macleod State School,
1462.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardPrice-fixing powers, 749.
Electoral-Redistribution
of Assembly
sea ts, 2656, 2658.
Evidence Bill, 2461.
Firearms Offences Bill, 162.
Housing Commission-Shopping centre at
Heidelberg, 78.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 2558.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
389.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1624.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 1981.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1612, 1614, 1617.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill,
709, 711, 713, 715.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, 498.
Law Department-Games of "HouseyHousey," 1018.
Legislative Council-Retirement of members, 753 ; modification of franchise,
2657.
Licensing Act-Compensation fees, 1776.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 154.

Fraser, Hon. A. M.-continued.
"Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Hostel accommodation for employees from overseas, 1462; pram-bus
services, 2537.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2311,
2444.
Milk-Zoning of delivery areas, 748.
Motor Car (Amendment) Bill, 2252.
Motor Car Bill, 507.
Personal Explanation-Royal Commission
on allegations of improper conduct, 2539.
Points of Order-Restoration of Bill
dropped from Notice Paper, 715; constitutionality of amendment to motion
for second reading of Consolidated
Revenue BHl (No.4), 2635.
Racecourse Betting-Fractions in totalizator dividends, 2213.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Bill, 1169, 1173.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of members and officers of Council, 2539; privileges of LegIslative Council, 2753; privileges of members, 2754; services of
judiciary, 2754, 2755; adjournment of
proceedings, 2755; parliamentary approval of expenditure, 2755.
Statute Law Revision Bill, 269.
Supply--Rejection by Council, 2655.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2322.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1785, 1793, 1794.
Water Bill, 2139, 2157, 2158.
Wooray] (Unimproved Rating Poll) Bill,
77.
Workers Compensation Bill, 165.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) BillReceived from Assembly, 150; first
reading, 150; second reading, 266; remaining stages, 268.

G.
Galbally, Hon. J. W. (Melbourne North
Province).
Address-in-Reply, 18.
Agriculture Department-:Use of "Glenormiston
House"
as
agricultural
college, 2127.
Charitable Trusts Bill, 65.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 744.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1078.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2672.
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Galbally, Hon. J. W.-continued.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 1329,
1465.
Crown Proceedings Bill, 2545.
Electoral-Redistribution of Assembly
seats, 2672, 2675; disparities in Legislative Council provinces, 2675.
Evidence Bill, 245S.
Firearms Bill, 436.
Firearms Offences Bill, 158.
Hairdressers Registration (Amendment>
Bill, 2317.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
17S.
Hospitals-Provision of increased accommodation, IS; raising of finance by
lottery, IS; fees, 971.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Fees
for beds in public hospitals, 744.
Justices (Amendment> Bill, 1473, 1624.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 1992.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment> Bill,
532.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 454.
Public Service-Technical and General
Division: Revision of salaries, 2307;
applications for reClassification, 2307.
Railway Department-Heidelberg line:
Bridge over Merri creek, 1776.
Supplementary Estimates - Preparation
and presentation, 107S; scrutiny of
governmental expenditure, 107S, 10S0.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill, 1620.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2329.
Wrongs (Contributory Negligence) Bill, 7.
Gartside, Hon. C. P.
(South-Eastern
Province).
Address-in-Reply, 26.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 1469.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), lOSS.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2659,
2660, 2666, 2744, 2747.
Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill,
The, 519.
Electoral-Agreement between Country
party and Labour party, 2659, 2660;
redistribution of Assembly seats, 2661,
2662.

(II)

Gartside, Hon. C. P.-continued.
Firearms Offences Bill, 161.
Floods in Chelsea district, 10S9.
Girl Guides Association Bill, 2744.
Government Departments-Financial result of operations, 1088.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
177.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 2001.
Mines (Amendment> Bill, 1491.
Ministry, The-Constitution of Hollway
Government, 2743.
Motor Car Bill, 50S.
Point of Order-Alleged offer to member
in order to secure vote, 2666.
Public Works-Finance, 26.
Registration of Births Deaths and
Marriages Bill, 1168.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of members and officers of Council, 2539.
Soldier Settlement, 1088.
Water Supply-Requirements of rapidly
developing areas, 10S9; resolution of
municipalities, 1090.
Geelong
Harbor
Trust-Reconstitution,
1322.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Amendment) Bill
-Restoration under temporary Standing Order for lapsed Bills, 4; Committee, 375; remaining stages, 375.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) BillReceived from Assembly, 1321; first
reading, 1321; motion for second reading, 1339; amendment, 1344; debated,
1346; negatived, 1348; second-reading
motion agreed to, 1348; remaining
stages, 134S.
Geelong
Waterworks
and
Sewerage
(Amendment)
Bill-Received
from
Assembly, 2536; first reading, 2536;
second reading, 2560; remaining stages, '
2563.
Girl Guides Association Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2535; declared a private
Bill, 2535; motion that Bill be dealt
with as a public Bill, agreed to, 2536;
first reading, 2536; second reading, 2744;
Committee, 2747; remaining stages~
2747.
Government Departments-Financial result
of operations, 1088.

INDEX.

Governor, His Excellency General Sir
Reginald Alexander Dallas Brooks,
K.C.B., K.C.M.G., D.S.O., K.St.J.Speech on opening of session, 3.Motion for adoption of Address-inReply, 8; seconded, 12; debated, 16.Address-in-Reply adopted, 31; presentation of Address, 423, 497.
Grigg, Hon. T. IL (Bendigo Province).
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2467.
Firearms Bill, 436.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 445.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment Bill, 2741.
Water Bill, 2138.
Weights and Measures (Amendment) Bill,
1783.
H.

Hairdressers Registration (Amendment) Bill
~Received from Assembly, 2007; first
reading, 2007; second reading, 2314;
Committee, 2315; remaining stages,
2318.
Hard Fuel Authority-=-Proposed establishmen t, 1541.
Harvey, Hon. Trevor (Gippsland Province).
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 1162, 1466.
Girl Guides Association Bill, 2535, 2747.
Hairdressers Registration (Amendment)
Bill, 2007, 2314, 2315, 2316, 2317.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1321, 1609, 1615, 1619.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill, 437, 499.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 150, 278,
280.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)' Bill, 2125, 2229, 2241, 2244.
Statute Law Revision Bill, 150, 268, 271.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1493, 1626, 1792, 1793, 1794.
Health Department. (See" Department of
Health.")
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2007; first reading,
2007; second reading, 2338, 2451; Committee, 2455; remaining stages, 2456.
Health (Radiological Examinations) BillReceived from Assembly, 31; first reading, 31; second reading, 73, 172; Committee, 180; third reading, 182.

Hospitals-Provision of increased accommodation, 18.-Raising of finance by lottery, 18.-Effect of State's financial position on building programme, 30.Charges to patients, 971.-Means test,
2643.-Commonwealth hospital benefits
plan, 2648. (See also .. Hospitals and
Charities Commission'" and .. Kyneton
District Hospital.")
Hospitals and Charities CommissionCharging of fees by public hospitals,
744.-Appointment of hospital managers, (qns.) 1961, 2125, 2305.--Construction of maternity hospital at Geelong,
(qn.) 2125.-Appointment of hospital
secretaries, (qns.) 2536, 2793.
House Committee-Appointment of Council
members, 968.-Resignation of Mr.
Tuckett, 968.
" Housey-Housey."
(See " Law Department.")
Housing-Accommodation for miners at
Wonthaggi, 1076, 1092.-Scheme of
finance, 1538 (See also .. Aged and Infirm,"
.. Education
Department,"
"Housing Commission-Slum Reclamation," and "State Savings Bank.")
Housing Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2549.
Housing CommissionAdministration-Spread of Commission's
activities, 747; suggested curtailment,
747.-Purchase of land in outer metropolitan a-reas, 747; interference with primary production, 747.
Allotments-Reduction of frontages or
areas, (qn.) 2126.
Amenities-Standard, (qn.) 2126.
Dwellings-Standard of rooms, (qn.) 2126.
Estates-Heidelberg: Purchase of shoping centre by Heidelberg City Council,
78.-Ascot Racecourse: Completion of
work, 746.-Lack of services at new
settlements, 746.
Holmesglen
Factory-Strike of
employees and te-rms of settlem~mt, (qns.)
1532.
Slum Reclamation-Ministerial sta temen t,
2213.
I.
Immigration-Policy
of
Commonwealth
Government, 1544, 1551.~Restriction of
number of migrants, 1544, 1551.-Conference of Commonwealth and State
Ministers to review immigration plans,
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Immigration--continued.

1544, 1551.-State's responsibility in
caring for migrants, 1551. (See also
.. Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways Board.")
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment)
Bill-Received
from
Assembly, 2440; fiTst reading, 2440;
second reading, 2553; Committee, 2559;
remaining stages, 2560.
Inchbold. Hon. P. P.
(North-Eastern
Province).
Business of the House-Days of meeting,
8; hours of sitting, 8; order of
business, 8.
Callide Coal-Loading facilities at Gladstone, 1551.
Chandler Highway-Condition and maintenance, 1552.
Charitable Trusts Bill, 31, 68, 375.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1090.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1461,
1534, 1550.
Education Department-Closing of children's holiday camp at Queenscliff, 1091;
Ballarat girls' secondary school, 1092;
additional class-room accommodation,
1091, 2125; accommodation at Stawell
State School, 1092; case of Mr. R. D.
Goodman, 1350; proposed appointment
of Royal Commission, 1461; West
Heidelberg State SchOOl, 1462; Macleod
State School, 1462; high school at Ringwood, 1776; Greensborough State School,
1776; teaching staff, 2125.
Evidence Bill, 1893, 2160.
Friendly Societies (Amendment> Bill, 150,
266.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Amendment>
. Bill, 4.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2007, 2338,
2455.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
31, 73, 181, 182.
Housing-Slum reclamation, 1551.
Immigration-Policy of Commonwealth
Government, 1551; restriction of number
of immigrants, 1551; responsibilities of
States, 1551; conference of Federal and
State authorities, 1551.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1162, 1471,
1484, 1624, 1626.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 5.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, 437, 498.
Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill, 6, 7.

Inchbold, Hon. P. P.-continued.
Money Bills-Time for consideration by
members, 1551.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2629, 2739.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2535.
Railway Department-Inquiry into administration, 1550; diesel-electric trains
on country lines, 1550; disparities in
fares, 1552.
Registration of Births Deaths and
Marriages Bill, 1094, 1165, 1174.
Solicitor-General Bill, 182, 380.
State Savings Bank-Investment of surplus funds, 1551; finance for housing,
1551.

Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill, 1321, 1619
Teaching Servi'ce (Amendment> Bill, 1321,
1605, 1608.
Transport-Co-ordina tion, 1552.
Under-Privileged Children-Closing of
holiday camp at Queenscliff, 1091, 1552.
Water Bill, 2155.
Workers Compensation-Payments, 1552.

J.
Jones, Hon. J. J. (Ballarat Province).
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1077.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1547.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 2229.
Education Department-8tawell State
School, 1077; Ballarat girls' secondary
school, 1077.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1610.
Road Accidents-Collisions between cars
and stationary transports, 1078; roadside parking areas, 1078.
Wo·rkers Compensation-Cost of treating
injured employees, 1547.
Jones, Hon. Paul (Doutta Galla Province).
Aippropriation Bill, 537.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2682.
Education-Additional expenditure, 537.
Education
Department-Proposed
appOintment of Royal Commission, '1461;
School accommodation and staff, 2125.
shortage of schools and teachers, 2682.
Electoral-Redistribution of Assembly
seats, 2682.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2454.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 2558, 2559.

INDEX.

Jones, Hon. Paul-continued.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 2000.
Legislative Council-Adult franchise, 2682.
Mines (Amendment> Bill, 1489, 1493.
Petrol-Sales policy and cont.rol of Australian distributing companies, 1322;
quantity and value of petrol consumed,
1322.
State Electricity Commission-YallournMelbourne transmission line, 2536.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Big Eildon project, 1322.
Teaching Service (Amendment> Bill, 1605,
1608.
Woorayl (Unimproved Rating Poll) Bill,
78.
Workers Compensation Bill, 171.
Ruling and Statement as ,Acting Ohairman of Oommittees-

Debate-Appropriate clause for discussion of aspect of Bill, 2316.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries BilIReceived from Assembly, 243; first reading, 243; second reading, 384; Committee, 388, 434; returned to Assembly
with suggested amendment, 435; message from Assembly re suggested
amendment, 458; further considered in
Committee, 506; remaining stages, 506.
Justices (Amendment) Bill-Received from
Assembly, 1162; first reading, 1162;
second reading, 1471; Committee, 1484,
1624; progress reported, 1626.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill-Restoration under temporary Standing Order
for lapsed Bills, 5; third reading, 5;
message from Assembly re amendments
dealt with, 151; agreed to, 424.

K.
Kennedy, Sir James (Higinbotham Province).
Address-in-Reply, 16.
Australian Loan Council-Allocation of
funds to Victoria, 16.
Business of the House-Alteration of sessional orders, 424; close of sessional
period, 538.
Charitable Trusts Bill, 66.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 736.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1016,
1070.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1541.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2652.

Kennedy, Sir James-continued.
Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill,
The, 64, 247, 714.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Report
on management fees, 1961.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 2219.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill, 2245.
Death of Mr. McNally, M.L.C., 970.
Education-Increased Costs, 1541.
Electoral-Redistribution
of
Assembly
seats, 2654.
Firearms Bill, 436.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1343.
Geelong
Waterworks
and
Sewerage
(Amendment) Bill, 2562.
Health Services-Increased cost, 1541.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
435.
King George VI.-Health, 16; death, 606;
address of sympathy to Her Majesty,
Queen Elizabeth 11., 606.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 1979.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill,
524, 1533.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, 499.
Legislative Council-Retirement of members, 751.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 373. '
Local Government (Warrnambool) Bill,
392.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board 01
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 427.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2449.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill, 502.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill, 73.
Motor Vehicles-Use of registration, transfer and drivers' licence fees, 738.
Petrol Tax Revenue-Allocation to Victoria, 738.
Police Department-Increased cost, 1542.
Public Works-Determination of priori~
ties, 1073.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 276.
Queen Elizabeth n.-Address of congratulation on accession to Throne, 608.
Railway Department-Effect of deficit on
State finances, 1071, 1072, 1073; depreciation allowance, 1071; inquiry into
administration, 1073; expenditure for
year 1952-53, 1542.
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill, 379.
Roads-Cost, 738; sources of finance, 738.
Solicitor-General Bill, 383.
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Kennedy, Sir James-continued.
State Coal Mine-Deficit, 1542.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2243.
State Savings Bank-Use of funds, 1542;
advances
to
co-operative
building
societies, 1542.
Supply-Rejection by Council, 2653; refusal by Assembly in 1945, 2654.
Taxation-Restoration of State taxing
powers, 1070; co-ordination of Common~
wealth and State returns and assessments, 1071.
Transport Regulation Board-Use of
revenue, 738.
Uniform
Taxation-Responsibility
of
States for raising revenue, 737.
Weights and Measures (Amendment) Bill,
1782.
.
Woorayl (Unimproved Rating Poll) Bill,
77.
Kennelly, Hon. P. J. (Melbourne West
Province).
Agent-General-Salary, 537.
Appropriation Bill, 535, 536, 537.
Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill,
The, 518.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
181.
Judges and PubUc Officers Salaries Bill,
384.
King George VI.-Death, 604; address of
sympathy to Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II., 606.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment> Bill,
526, 710, 731.
Local Government (Warrnambool) Bill, 2,
393.
Marketing .of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 448, 455.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 427.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill, 504.
National Gallery-Expenditure on proposed new site, 535, 536.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 429.
Queen Elizabeth H.-Address of congratulation on accession to Throne, 608.
Retirement as member of Legislative
Council, 751.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 396.
Workers Compensation Bill, 171.
Kew Mental Hospital.
Hygiene.")

(See

" Menta]

King George VI.-Death of His Majesty
announced, 603.-Address of sympathy
to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II., 603.
-Request to Governor re transmission
of address of sympathy, 609.-Adjournment of House, as mark of respect, 609.
-Acknowledgments by Her Majesty: of
address of sympathy, 708; of bound
record of proceedings of Victorian
Parliament, 1320. (See also "Queen
Elizabeth 11.")
Kittson, Hon. J. F. (Ballarat Province).
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 748.
Milk - Pasteurization of supplies in
Ballarat area, 748; resolution at public
meeting, 748.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation of
allegations of malpractice and use of
hospital property, 1961.

L.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill-Received from Assembly, 1321;
first reading, 1321; second reading, 1609;
Committee, 1614; remaining stages, 1619.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first reading, 64:
motion "That this Bill be now read a
second time," 251; debated, 521; negatived, 534; motion "That the second
reading of this Bill be made an Order
of the Day for later this day," 709;
debated, 709; agreed to, 714; motion
"That this Bill be now read a second
time," 715; agreed to, 734; Committee,
734; further consideration of Bill in
Committee postponed, 1533, 2215.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 437; first reading, 437;
second reading, 498; r,emaining stages,
499.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill (No. 2)Received from Assembly, 1061; declared
a private Bill, 1061; motion that Bill
be dealt with as a public Bill, agreed
to, 1061; first reading, 1061; second reading, 1162; remaining stages, 1164.
Lands Department-Allocation of loan
funds, 744.
Land Surveyors Bill--Received from Assembly, 2440; first reading, 2440.
Land Tax. (See" State Land Tax.")
Land Tax Bill-Received from Assembly,
2213; first reading, 2213; second reading, 2311; remaining stages, 2314.
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Law Department-Tabling of departmental
files re playing of .. Housey-Housey,"
(qnJ 1018.-Permits for gaming devices,
(qn.> 2440.
Leader of the Labour Party in the Connell
- Appointment
of
Mr.
Coleman
announced, 968.
Leave of Absence-For Mr. Slater, 3, 1061;
for Mr. MacAulay, 3, 968; for Mr. Gartside, 714.
Legislative Council-Issue of writs for
periodical elections, 709.-Retiring Council members, 749.-Return of writs,· 966.
-New members introduced and sworn,
966.
(See a.lso .. The Constitution
(Legislative Council) Bill.")
Library Committee-Appointment of Council members, 968, 969.-Resignation of
Mr. Coleman, 969.
Licensing Act-Compensation fees, (qn.)
1776.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 64; second reading, 151,
373; remaining stages, 375.
Loan Funds-Commonwealth allocations
to Victoria, 1065; use of,· to finance
State deficit, 1066.-Distribution of
reduced loan allocations, 2643.-Labour
party's proposals, 2643.
Local Government (Imported Houses) Bill
-Restoration under temporary Standing
Order for lapsed Bills, 6; first reading,
7; remaining stages, 7.
Local Gnvernment (Warrnambool) BillIntroduction and first reading, 2; declared a private Bill, 389; motion that
Bill 'be dealt with as a public Bill,
agreed to, 389; second reading, 390;
Committee, 394; remaining stages, 394.
Lottery. (See" Hospitals.")
Ludbrook, Hon. H. C. (Ballarat Province).
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 748.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1093.
Dairying Ind ustry-Veterinary assistance
to milk producers, 748.
Education Department-Residences for
teachers and inspectors, 1093; Ballarat
girls' secondary school, 1093.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
182.
Mental i:iyglene-School at Ballarat for
mentally retarded children, 1093.
Milk-Pasteurization of supplies in Ballarat a.rea, 748.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1607.

Ludbrook, Hon. H. C.-continued.
Transport Regulation Acts-Moneys collected, administration, and surplus
revenue, 1061.
Veterina·ry Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1790.
M.

MacAulay, Hon. W'lliam (Gippsland Province>.
Address-in-Reply, 12.
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bill, 1327.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1791.
Victoria-Centenary of self government,
12.
MacLeod, Hon. H. V. (Western Province).
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2678.
Electoral-Redistribution of Assembly
seats, 2678.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Appointment of hospital secretaries,
2793.
Railway Department - Level Crossings
Committee, 2793.
Supply-Question for decision by Council,
2678; granting of Supply conditionally,
2679.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1787.
Mansell, Hon. A. R. (N orth-Western Province).
Death of Mr. McNally, M.L.C., 970.
lUarketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill-Received from AS.3embly, 371; first reading, 371; second reading, 437; Committee, 455; remaining
stages, 458.
McArthur, Hon. G. S. (South-Western
Province).
Agent-General-·Salary, 536.
Appropriation Bill, 535, 536.
Charitable Trusts Bill-Report of Statute
Law Revision Committee, 371.
Evidence Bill, 2460.
Fisheries and Game Department-De·struction of opossums, 535.
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bill, 1326.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Amendment) Bill,
375.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1346.
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McArthur, Hon. G. S.--continued.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2455, 2456.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
385.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1476, 1626.
Leave of Absence-For Mr. Gartside, 714.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 457.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Report
on Charitable Trusts Bill, 371.
McNally, Hon. C. E.
(North-Eastern
Province).
Address-in-Reply, 8.
Governor, The-Services to Victoria, 9.
King George VI.-Health, 8.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 374.
Royal Visit, 8.
Victoria-Centenary of self government, 8.
McNally, The late Hon. C. E.-Resolution
placing on record deep regret of House
at Mr. McNally's death, and appreciation of his services, 969; adjournment
of House as mark of respect, 971.
Meat Industry-Expenditure on freezing
and export works, 747.
(See also
.. Health (Meat Supervision) Bill.")
Melbourne: and Metropolitan . Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers) BillReceived from Assembly, 151; first reading, 151; second reading, 425; remaining stages, 428.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Engagement of migrants, and
expenditure involved, (qn.) 1462.-Provision of hostels for employees, cost of
properties, and number of employees
accommodated, (qns.> 1462.-Pram-bus
services, (qn.) 2537.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramwa.ys
(Fire
Brigades
Payments)
BillReceived from Assembly, 2007; first
reading, 2007; second reading, 2308,
2444; remaining stages, 2451.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill-Received
from Assembly, 437; first reading, 437;
second reading, 499; remaining stages,
505.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 64; second reading,
71; remaining stages, 73.
Melbourne West Province-Municipal wards
within province, voters enrolled, votes
exercisable, and revision of warns in
City of South Melbourne, (qn.) 1775.

Members, New-Introduced and sworn,
966.
Mental H~'giene-Renovatlons and additions
to Kew Mental Hospital, 243.-School at
Ballarat for mentally retarded children,
1093.-Re-organization of administration, 2651.-New quarters for nurses and
mental hospitals, 2651.
Milk-Pasteurization of supplies in Ballarat
area, 748; resolution by citizens, 748.Zoning of delivery areas, 748.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment Bill-Received from Assembly. 2684; first reading, 2684; second
reading, 2741; remaining stages, 2742.
Mines (Amendment) Bill-Received from
Assembly, 1178; first reading, 1178;
second reading, 1484; Committee, 1492;
remaining stages, 1493.
Ministry, The-Ministerial statement re
constitution of Hollway Government,
2743.
Motion 101' the Adjournment of the House
to enable honorable members to discuss
public question-Investigation of allegations concerning Kyneton District
Hospital and administration of ,the
Hospitals and Cha.rities Commission,
1961.
Motor Car (Amendment) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 1893; first reading, 1893;
second reading, 2159, 2247; Committee,
2249; remaining stages, 2253.
Motor Car Bill-Report of Statute Law
Revision Committee presented, 434; BilJ
received from Assembly, 458; first reading, 458; second reading, 506; Committee and remaining stages, 510.
Motor Cars-Use of revenue from registration fees, issue of drivers' licences and
transfers, 738. (See also .. Roads.")
Municipalities.
(See " Melbourne West
Province." )
N.
National Gallel·y-Expenditure on proposed
new site, 535, 536.
National Parks-Revenue from grazing
rights, (qnJ 2538.

o.
Old Folk's Home, Geelong.
and Infirm.")

(See" Aged

P.
Parliament-Opening, 1: close ;)f session,
2794.
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Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill-Received from Assembly,
2629; first reading, 2629; second reading, 2739; remaining stages, 2741.
Parliamentary Privilege. (See" Royal' Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct.")
Petrol-Sales policy and control of Australian distributing companies, (qn.)
1322.-Quantity and value of petrol consumed, (qn.) 1322.
Petrol Tax-Commonwealth Government's
allocation of revenue to Victoria, 738.
(See also "Roads.")
Police Department-Delivery of summonses,
1086.-Cost of Police Force, 1542.-Repairs to station residence at Heathcote,
(qn.) 2126, 2472.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 64.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2535; first reading, 2535.
Portland Harbor-Development, 2649.
President, The (Sir Clifden Eager, Q.C.)Rulings and Statements ofAddress-in-Reply-Presentation, 31, 423,
497.
Answers to Questions-Ministerial responsibility, 1017, 2539; answer to hypothetkal question, 2441.
Bills-Amendment of title, 163, 271; leave
to introduce, 3, 64; second reading .passed
by
absolute majority,
387,
1623;
objection to second reading being
made an Order of the Day for
the same day as receipt of Bill
from
Assembly,
1016;
competency
of House to deal with amendment
to motion for second reading, 2638.
Bills neclared Private-Local Government
(Warrnambool)
Bill,
389;
Lands
(Charitable Trusts) Bill (No.2), 1061;
Girl Guides Association Bill, 2535.
Bills, Lapsed-Order relating to ,restoration, 5, 6, 7.
Business of the House-Hours of meeting, 372; close of sessional period, 539;
admissibility of. amendment to motion
for adjournment of the House, 2337,
2338; discussion of Order of the Day
before the House, 2739.
Chairmen of Committees, TemporaryAppointments, 3,967.

President, The (Sir Clifden Eager, Q.CJcontinued.

Charitable Trusts Bill-Report of Statute
Law Revision Committee, 371, 37Q
Commission to Swear Members, 603, 967.
Consolidated. Revenue Bill (No. 1>, 736.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1016.
Constitution (Legislative c.ouncil) Bill,
The, 64, 247, 248, 250, 513, 517, 520.
Crown Proceedings Bill-Reference to
Statute Law Revision Committee, 247.
Death of Mr. ,McNally, 970, 971.
Debate-Relevancy of remarks, 151, 153,
154, 158, 249, 507, 511, 517, 520, 1622,
1623, 1968, 1995, 2133, 2135, 2136, 2240,
2309, 2312, 2313, 2320, 2321, 2327, 2331,
2546, 2642, 2668, 2669, 2739, 2752, 2753;
adjournment of delbate to enable Bill to
'be referred .to Statute Law' Revision
Committee, 247; interjections, 248, 249,
250, 513, 1988, 1995, 2632, 2634, 2635,
2651, 2658, 2662, 2739, 2748; contentious
remarks, 250, 374; debating President's
ruling, 372, 713; reflecting upon members of Council, 520, 2647, 2666; speaking
by leave, 711, 2213; ambit of debate on
motion for second reading of Bill, 714;
reading from documents, no, 1983;
referring toO 'proceedings in other House,
736, 1972, 1995; reading speech, 1473,
2139; ambit of remarks on motion for
postponement of consideration of Bill,
1534; making speech without interruption, 1610, 2748; referring to court case
in which judgment 'has been delivered,
2143; making statement on behalf of
Minister in other House, 2308; member,
while addressing Chair, asking Minister
a question, 2325; supplementing secondreading speech upon resumption of
debate on Bill, 2540; speaking to point
of order "as of right," 2633; scope of
debate on. point of order, 2633; referring
to 'Proposed motioOn or amendment not
before the House, 2634; suggesting that
member was acting under outside
instructions,
2645;
recriminations
upon member of Assembly, 2653;
imputing misstatement to Minister,
2660; production of documents referred to in debate, 2660, 2663,
2667, 2673; incorporating quotations
in
Hansard,
2661;
referring
to
motion "intended to be presented,"
2662, 2663; debating newspaper report
of motion pro.posed to be moved, 2663;
making personal explanation during
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President, The (Sir Clifden E'ager, Q.CJcontinued.
speech of another member, 2663; forgoing right to first call upon resumption
of debate on Bill, 2744; right to speak
to new motion for second reading of
Bill, 2747; discussing projected legislation, 2748; reflecting upon past vote of
Council, 2749, 2750; vindicating members' attitude on electoral plan, 2749.
Election as President, 967; presentation
to Governor, 967.
Elections and Qualifications CommitteeAppointments, 3, 967.
Elections, Periodical-Issue of writs, 709.
Girl Guides Association Bill, 2535, 2744.
Governor's Speech, 3.
Hansard-Recording of interjections, 2662.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 2559.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
387.
Justi'ces (Service of Process) Bill, 5, 6.
King George VI.-Death, 607; message of
sympathy to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth H., 607; acknowledgment by Her
Majesty of record of parliamentary
'proceedin~s, 1320.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 1968, 1972, 1983, 1989,
1995.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1610.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill,
709, 711, 712, 713, 714, 715, 720, 1534.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill (No.2),
1061.
Land Tax Bill, 2312, 2313.
Legislative Council Periodical ElectionsIssue of writs, 709.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 374.
Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill, 6, 7.
Local Government (Warrnambool) Bill,
3, 389.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2308.
Members--Commission'to swear, 603, 967.
Ministerial Statement-Nature and scO'pe
of remarks, 2213, 2214; granting of leave,
2213.
Parliamentary Contrihutory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2739.
Parliamentary
Privilege-Anticipatory
statement of member, 2540; dealing with
question of privilege when it arises,
2540.

President, The (Sir Clifden Eager, Q.CJcontinued.
Queen Elizabeth II., Accession ofAcknowledgment of record of parliamentary pr,oceedings, 1320.
Questions-Member,
while
addressing
Chair, asking Minister a question, 2325;
hypothetieal question, 2441; question
without notice repeated by member,
2539.
Quorum-Formation of, 172.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Im.proper Conduct-Attendance .of mem'bers and officers of Council, 2441, 2539,
2540.
Slum Reclamation-Ministerial statement,
2213, 2214.
Standing Orders-Restoration of lapsed
Bills, 5, 6, 7.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2240.
Statute Law Revision Bill-Amendment of
title, 271.
Statute Law .Revision Committee-Report
on Charitable Trusts Bill, 371, 372.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill, 1623.
Title " Honorable "-Retention 'by Sir
William Angliss, Colonel Sir George
Lansell, Mr. C. E. Isaac, and Mr. R. C.
Rankin, 1893.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2320, 2321,
·2325, 2327, 2331.
W'ater Bill, 2135, 2136, 2139, 2143.
Workers Compensation Bill, 163.
(See also "Eager, Sir Clifden, Q.C. (East
Yarra Province).")
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese) Bill
-Received from Assembly, 1321; first
reading, 1321; second reading, 1784,
2128; remaining stages, 2132.
Printing Committee-Appointments, 968.
Public
Accounts
Committee--Suggested
appointment, 1088.
Public Service--Salaries,
(qn.)
2307.Applications for re-classification, (qn.)
2307.
Public Service Bill-Received from Assembly, 2007; first reading, 2007.
Public Works-Allocation of loan funds to
Victoria, 21, 24, 26.-Use of London
funds, 24.-Factors affecting progress,
28.-Planning by State instrumentalities, 1065.-Fixation of priorities, 1065;
determination by independent authority,
1066.

INDBX.

Public Works Committee-Appointment
of Council members, 968.
Public Works Loan Application Bill-Received from Assembly, 150; first reading, 150; second reading, 271, 428; Committee, 431; remaining stages, 434;
clerical error corrected, 510.

Q.
Queen Elizabeth n.-Accession to Throne,
603.-0ath of allegiance by members,
603, 708.-Address of congratulation,
608; request to Governor re transmission
of address, 609-Acknowledgment of
congratulations, 70S.-Acknowledgment
of bound volume of proceedings of Victorian Parliament, 1320.
(See also
.. King George VI.")
R.
Racecourse Betting-Fractions in totalizator dividends, (qn.) 2213.
Racing Clubs-Occupancy of Crown lands,
liquid assets, and profits, (qn.) 2538.
Railway DepartmentAdministration-Inquiry into management
and working, 740, 741, 1067, 1068, 1070,
1536, 1550.-Ministerial and Parliamentary control, 1080, 1081.-Power of
Department to charge higher fares,
1081.-Improvements and economies,
1093.
Buildings-Appearance of premises and
workshops, 1086.
Coal-Use of brown coal in locomotives,
740.-Production at State Coal Mine,
741.-Facilities for miners at Wonthaggi, 741.
Commissioners-ApPointments, 1068.
Country Lines-Number of sidings, 1082.

-Passenger services on non-paying
branch lines, 1082.-Use of motor buses
in lieu of trains on non-paying lines,
1082.-Geelong-Queenscliff: Daily motor
train service, (qn.) 1461, 1549, 1550,
(qn.) 2127; proposed fares, 1549; disparities,
1552. - Melbourne-Geelong:
Duplication of track, (qn.) 2126; passenger services, (qns.) 2126, 2537.-ColacGeelong: Passenger service, (qn.) 2127.
-Melbourne-:-Warrnambool:
Provision
of buffet car, (qn.) 2537.
Finance-Deficits, 740, 741, 1064, 1067,
1071,
1072,
2643.-Effect
of
increased cost of fuel oil, 741.-Depreciation allowance, 1071, 1081.--

Rail way Departmen t-continU6d.
Payment of municipal rates, 1084.
Drift
in
finances,
1536.-Revenue
and expenditure for year 1952-53, 1542.
Freights and FareS-Increases, 1067, 2643.
-Freight concessions to primary pro~
ducers and country industries, 1067.
(See also .. Decentralization.")
Goods Traffic-Carriage of goods for distances less than 50 miles, 1083.
Land-Acquisition of area at Dandenong,
(qn.) 1776.
Level Cr-ossings-Accidents and fatalities,
(qn.) 1017, 1019, (qn.) 1603; Boronia
accident, (qn.) 1017, 1019.-Cost of pro·
viding warning devices, (qns.) lOri,
1604.-Cost of eliminating level crossings, (qn.) 1604.-Cost of Coroner's
inquiry into Boronia accident, (qn.)
1604.-Precautionary measures, 1020.
Level Crossings Committee-Composition,
1322, (qn.) 2793.-Findings and decisions,
1322, (qn.) 2793.-Responsibility for
appointment, (qn.) 2793.
Motor Trains-Operation on branch lines,
1550.
Operational M ethods-Suburban ticket
system, 1082.-Handling facilities, 1082.
-Shunting control, 1083.
Road Transport-Competition with railways,
1068.-Departmental attitude,
1083.
Staff-Office and station staffs, 1086.
Suburban
Lines-Camberwell-Alamein:
Duplication, 1550.-Heidelberg: Bridge
over Merri creek, (qn.) 1776.
Railway Loan Application BiU.-Received
from Assembly, 150; first reaeUng, 150;
second reading, 278 Committee, 280;
remaining stages, 281.
Rankin, Hon. R. C. (Western Province).
King George VI.-Death, 606; address of
sympathy to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II., 606.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 431.
(See also" Chairman of Committees, The
(Hon. R. C. Rankin).")
Rawson] Hon. R. R. (Southern Province).
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2464, 2472.
Education Department-Case of Mr. R. D.
Goodman, 1349; high school at Ringwood, 1776; Greensborough State School,
1776.
Motor Car (Amendment> Bill, 2247, 2250.
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Rawson, Hon. R. R.-continued.
National Parks-Revenue from grazing
rights, 2538.
Railway Department - Level Crossings
Committee, 1322, 2793; acquisition of
land at Dandenong, 1776.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1793.
Red Cross Society.

(See" Australian Red
Cross Society.")
Redistribution of Assembly Seats.
(See
.. Electoral.")
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Bill-Received from Assembly, 1094;
first reading, 1094; second reading, 1165;
Committee, 1170; remaining stages, 1174.
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill-Received
from Assembly, 182; first reading, 182;
second reading, 378; remaining stages,
380.
Road Accidents-Collisions between cars
and stationary transports, 1019, 1078.Regulations covering roadside parking,
1019.-Provision of parking areas along
highways, 1078.
Roads-Condition, 24.-Cost of construction,
738.--8ources of finance for works, 738.
-Proposed tunnel at Princes Bridge,
(qn.) 1016, 1021.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct--Attendance of Council
members and officers, 2440; (qnJ 2539.
--Personal explanation by Mr. Fraser,
2539.-Privileges of Legislative Council,
2753; of members, 2754.--8ervices of
judiciary, 2754, 2755.-Adjournment 'Of
proceedings,
2755. - Parliamentary
approval of expenditure, 2755.
Royal Visit, 8.

s.
Sheehy, Hon. M. P. (Melbourne Province).
Motor Car (Amendment) Bill, 2251.
Slater, Hon. William (Doutta Galla Province).
Charitable Trusts Bill, 65.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1543.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2637,
2663, 2676.
Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill,
The, 513.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 2222.
Crown Proceedings Bill, 2545.
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Slater, Hon. William-continued.
Electoral-Franchise, 2676; redistribution
of Assembly seats, 2676.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill, 268.
HairdTessers Registration (Amendment)
Bill, 2315, 2316.
Housing Commission-Housing allotments,
2126; amenities, 2126.
Immigration-Effect of policy of Commonwealth Government, 1544; reduction in number of immigrants, 1544;
review of plan by Commonwealth and
State authorities, 1544.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
386, 389.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1475, 1484.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 1998.
Motor Car Bill, 509.
Points of Order-Constitutionality of
amendment to motion for second
reading of Consolidated Revenue Bil1
(No.4), 2637; member. referring to
something that was .. intended," 2663.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 2131.
Solicitor-General Bill, 382.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing>
Bill, 2242.
Victorian Statutes-Issue of sessional
volumes, 1018.
Water Bill, 2149, 2155.
Weights and Measures (Amendment) Bill,
1780.
Workers Compensation Bill, 169.
Slum Reclamation.
mission.")

(See" Housing Com-

Smith, Hon. Arthur (Bendigo Province).
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 1469.
Girl Guides Association Bill, 2746.
Mines (Amendment) Bill, 1486.
Police Department-Residence at Heathcote, 2126, 2472.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Allocation
of loan funds, 744.-Settlement of ex~
servicemen on land, 1088.
Solicitor-General Bill - Received
from
Assembly, 182; first reading, 182; second
reading, 380; remaining stages, 384.
Standing
Committees-Appointment
ot
Council members, 4, 968.
standing Orders Committee-Appointments,
968.

(22)
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State Coal Mine-Management by Railway
Department, 1064, 1540.-0utput obtainable from Kirrak mine, 1076.-Means
of increasing 'productio?, 1540.
(See
also "Housing.")
State Development Committee-Appoint·
ment, 968.
State Electricity Commission,...-Funds for'
depreciation and replacement of plant,
1086.-Contracts with private carriers,
(qn.) 1532.-Survey of Kiewa-Mel ..
bourne power line, (qn.) 2213; cost ot
survey, (qn.) 2213.-Yallourn to Melbourne transmission line, (qn.) 2536.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill-Received from Assembly,· 1493;
first reading, 1493; second reading, 1794;
remaining stages, 1796.
State Electricity Commission (Borrou-ing)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 2125;
first reading, 2125; second reading, 2229;
Committee, 2241; remaining stages,
2244.
State
Instrumentalities - Control,
742,
1080, 1085.-Powers and policy, 1066.Review of legislation, 1066.-Financial
result of operations, 1081.-Payment of
rates on departmental properties, 1085.
-Funds for depreciation and replacement of plant, 1086.
State Land Tax-Assessments for years
1950-51 and 1951-52, 1321.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission.
(See "Water Supply.")
State Savings Bank-Control of financial
policy, 1537.-Amendment of legislation,
1537, 1538.-Use of surplus funds, 1537,
1542, 1551.-Finance for home building,
1538, 1542, 1543, 1551.-Advances to cooperative housing societies, 1542.
Statute Law Revision Bill-Received from
Assembly, 150; first reading, 150;
second reading, 268; remaining stages,
271.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Appointment of Council members, 4, 968.Reports: Charitable Trusts Bill, 371;
Motor Car Bill, 434; Crown Proceedings
Bill, 969; Transfer of Land Bill 1949
1323, 2308; Evidence Bill, 1465.
'
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2684; first reading, 2684.
Suprema Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 1321;
first reading, 1321; second reading, 1619;
Committee and remaining stages, 1623.

Swinburne, HOIl. I. A. (North-Eastern
Province).
Building Operations and Building Materials
Control Bill, 2215, 2456, 2553.
Cement-Importations, 1775; costs, 1775;
distribution, 1775.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1092.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2637.
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2305, 2441,
2629.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 1094,
1174, 1339, 1466.
Firearms Bill, 436.
Firearms Offences Bill, 68.
Fire
Brigades
(Long-service Leave)
Amendment Bill, 31.
Housing-Accommodation for miners at
Wonthaggi, 1092.
Housing Bill-Withdrawal of notice of
motion for introduction of Bill, 1018;
introduction of new Bill, 2549.
Housing Commission-Industrial dispute
at Holmesglen factory, 1532; size of
housing allotments, 2126;' amenities,
2126.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 2441, 2553, 2559.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
243, 384, 389, 434, 435.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 4, 424.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill,
530, 733.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, (No.2),
1061, 1162.
Land Tax Bill, 2311.
Leave of Absence-For Mr. MacAulay, 3,
968.
Mines (Amendment> Bill, 1178, 1484, 1492,
1493.
Motor Car (Amendment> Bill, 1893, 2159,
2249, 2251, 2252, 2253.
Motor Car Bill, 458, 506, 510.
Point of Order - Constitutionality ot
amendment to motion for second reading of Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.
4), 2637.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 1321, 1784.
Public Service Bill, 2007.
Slum Reclamation-Government's plans,
2213.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill, 1493, 1794.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 2684.
Water Bill, 1603, 1777, 2152, 2154, 2156.
2157, 2158.
Workers Compensation Bill, 31, 163.
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Transfer of Land Bill 1949-Reports of
T.
Statute Law Revision Committee, 1323,
Taxation-States' responsibility for raising
2308.
revenue, 737.-Uniform taxation: Effect
on State finances, 739, 1064; High Court
Transport-Need for co-ordination, 1549,
1550, 1552.
case, 1065; formula for reimbursements
to States, 1065.-Restoration of States' Transport Regulation Acts--Moneys coltaxing powers, 1064, 1070.-Co-ordinated
lected, administration, and surplus
system of State and Commonwealth
revenue, (qns.) 1061.
taxation returns and assessments, 1071.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Billu.
Received from Assembly, 1321; first . Under-Privileged Children~Closing of holireading,. 1321; second reading, 1605;
day camp at Queenscliff, 1074, 1091,
Committee, 1608; remaining stages, 1609.
1547, 1552.
The Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill
Uniform Taxation. (See" Taxation.")
-Introduction and first reading, 64;
motion "That this Bill be now read a
V.
second time," 247, 510; negativ·ed, 520;
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualificanotice of new motion for second reading
tion) Bill-Received from Assembly,
of Bill, 714.
1493; first reading, 1493; second reading,
1626, 1785; Committee, 1792; remaining
Thomas, Hon. F. M. (Melbourne Province).
stages, 1794.
Basic Wage-History, 2750.
Victoria-Centenary of self government, 8,
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2750.
12.-History and development of State,
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment> Bill,
~ 1~ 1~ 1~ 1~ 1~ 1~ 2L
528.
Victorian
Statutes-Issue
of
sessional
Leave of Absence-For Mr. Slater, 3.
volumes, (qnJ 1018.
Point of Order-Debate: Relevancy of
remarks, 2327.
w.
Police Offences (Amendment> Bill, 64.
Walters, Hon. D. J. (Northern Province).
Totalizator (Amendment> Bill, 2327.
Address-in-Reply, 20.
Chairman of Committees-Appointment,
Tilley, Hon. G. L. (South-Eastern Province).
968.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (AmendEvidence Bill-Report of Statute Law
ment) Bill, 1469.
Revision Committee, 1465.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1075.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2471.
Bill, 1613.
Floods-Damage in Chelsea-Carrum area,
President-Election of, 966.
1075; preventive measures, 1075; recomPUiblic Works-Allocation of loan funds to
mendations of Public Works Committee,
Victoria, 21.
1076; temporary drainage plan, 1076.
Road Accidents-Vehicles parked on highForests Commission-Timber: Production
ways, 1019.
and revenue, 2538; allocations to fire
Roads-Condition, 24.
protection works, 2538.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Report
State Coal Mine-Coal obtainable from
on Evidence Bill, 1465.
Kirrak mine, 1076; housing accommoVictoria-Progress
under self government,
dation for miners, 1076.
21.
Water Bill, 2144.
Title "Honorable "-Announcement by the
(See also" Chairman of Committees, The
President of the Queen's approval of
(Hon. D. J. Walters>''')
retention of title "Honorable" by Sir
William Angliss, Colonel Sir George
Lansell, Mr. C. E. Isaa:c, and Mr. R. C.
Rankin, 1893.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2162; first reading, 2162;
second reading, 2318; Committee, 2331;
third reading, 2337.

Warner, Hon. A. G. (Higinbotham PIl'Ovince).
Address-in-Reply, 24.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control Bill, 2550.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1080.
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Warner, Hon. A. G.-continued.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2634,
2662,2663.
Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill,
The,516.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 2224.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 1331.
Crown Proceedings Bill, 2546.
Electoral-Redistribution of Assembly
seats, 2664, 2665, 2666; political party
aspects of electoral system, 2668, 2669,
2671.
Hairdressers Registration (Amendment)
Bill, 2317.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 2557, 2559.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
387.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1482.
Kyneton District Hospi tal-Investiga tion
of allegations, 1986.
Labour PartY-Withdrawal of support
from Country party Government, 2666,
2671; use of funds, 2668.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1615.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment> Bill,
64, 251, 714, 715, 735, 2215.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill (No.2),
1163.
~egislative
Council-Adult
franchise,
2668, 2682.
Local Government (Warrnambool) Bill,
392.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 450, 455, 457.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2450.
Points of Order-Denial of alleged statement, 2559; constitutionality of amendment to motion for the second reading
of Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4),
2634.
Police Force-Delivery of summonses,
1086.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 2129.
Public Accounts Committee-Suggested
appointment, 1088.
Public Works-Finance, 24.
Railway
Department-Administration,
1080; Ministerial control, 1081; depreciation allowance, 1081; power to charge
higher fareR, 1081; sales of suburban
tickets, 1082; handling facilities, 1082;
number of country sidings, 1082; pas-

Warner, Hon. A. G.-continued.
senger services on non-paying lines,
1082; use of motor buses, 1082; carriage
of goods less than 50 miles, 1083; road
transport competition, 1083; .shunting
control, 1083; freight concessions to
decentralized industries, 1084; payment
of !ates, 1084, 1085; condition of
premises, 1086; office and station staffs,
1086.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 280.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Bill, 1172.
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill, 379.
State Electricity Commission-Funds for
replacement of plant, 1086.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill, 1796.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2236.
State Instrumentalities-Ministerial control, 1080, 1085; financial result 01
operations, 1081; payment of rates)
1085; depreciation and replacement
funds, 1086.
Supply-Refusal by Council, 2670; granting of Supply conditionally, 2670.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2327.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1792.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 397.
Workers Compensation Bill, 168.
Water Bill-Received from Assembly, 1603;
first reading, 1603; second reading, 1777,
2132;
Committee, 2151;
remaining
stages, 2159.
Waterside Workers-Nature of employment, 1545.-Insurance against death
and injury, 1546.-Provisions of waterside workers award, 1546.
Water SupplyWen"ibee-Water supply to irrigation
area, 536.
Developmental Pmjects-State activities,
742.--;-Financial assistance by Commonwealth, 743.
Stock and Domestic Supplies-Requirements of rapidly developing districts,
1089.-Resolutions of conference of
municipalities, 1090.
Eildon Weir-Land submerged by en·
largement, 1322.-Cost of project, 1322.
-Urgency of work, 1322.
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Weights and Measures (Amendment) Bill
-Received from Assembly, 1178; first
reading, 1178; second reading, 1779;
remaining stages, 1784.
\Vbeat Industry Stabilization (Amendment)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 243;
first reading, 243; second reading, '376,
394; remaining stages, ·100.
Winning Bets Tax.

(See" Dog Racing.")

Woorayl (Unimproved Rating Poll) BilIIntroduction and first reading, 64;
second reading, 75; remaining stages, 78.

Workers Compensation-Adjustment of payments consequent on variations in basic
wage, 1545, 1552.-Anomalies in Act,
1546.-Review of legislation, 1547.-Cost
of treatment of injured employees, 1547.
Worl(ers Compensation Bill-Received from
Assembly, 31; first reading, 31; second
reading, 163; remaining stages, 172.
Wrongs (Contributory Negligence) Bill'Restoration under temporary Standing
Order for lapsed Bills, 7;. passed through
all stages, 8.

x.
X-ray Examinations.
Health.")

(See

II

Department of

LEG ISLAT lYE
A.
Aborigines-Lake Tyers Reservation, (qn.)
1844.--6ustenance payments, (qn.) 1844.
-Privileges of citizenship, 2210, 2212.
Accidents
on
Roads..
(See
.. Road
Acddents.")
Address-in-Reply.
(See" Governor, His
Excellency." )
Adoption of Children (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first reading, 1554;
second reading, 1820; debate adjourned,
1826; referred to Statute Law Revision
Committee for examination and report,
1826.
Aged and Infirm PersonsAccommodation-Provision 706, 708, 858:
.. Lotus Lodge," Rosebud, 706, 708, 859,
2790; use of migrant hostels, 279l.
Geelong Old Folk's Home-Building delays, 404, 585, 586, 982; financial assistance, 1205, 1209.
Home Help Scheme-South Melbourne,
862.
Hostels-Number and location, (qn.) 1179,
1458.
Survey of Requirements-Proposed allparty committee, 994.
Travelling Facilities-Proposed concession, 1770.
Vital Statistics-Number of persons aged
65 years and over in Victoria, (qn.)
1180.
(See also .. Department of Health,"
.. Funeral Benefit Associations," and
.. Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways Board-Hostels.")
Agent-General-Maintenance of London
office, 673.--Newspaper report of comment re overseas industrialists, 673.
A~ricultural, Dairy and Research Colleges
---;Financial
provIsIOn,
642,
1364.Animal Husbandry Research Centre,
Werribee, 1364.-Glenormiston Dairy
College,
1364. - Tobacco
Research
Station, Myrtleford, 1364.-Potato Research Station, Toolangi, 1364.----Horticultural Research Station, Scoresby,
1364.

A_SSEMBI~ Y.

Agriculture Department-Additions to main
offices, (qn.) 79.-Financial provision,
1364.-Milk licences for shops, 2056,
2059. (See also .. Butter," .. Onions,"
and .. Potato Marketing Board.")
Allegiance, Oath of-Governor's message
announcing accession to Throne of Her
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth 11., 609.Attendance of Commissioner to administer oath of allegiance to members,
609; oath taken by members present,
610.-Announcement by Speaker of receipt of commission to administer oath
to remaining members, 610; members
sworn, 614.
Appropriation Bill-All stages, 599.
Associated Pulp and Paper Mills LimitedGellibrand project, 584.
Auditor-General's Report-Presented, 542.
Australian Association for the United
Nations-Government grant, 1712.
Australian Loan Council-Loan allocations
to States: Victoria's allotments, 644,
1651, (qn.) 2254, 2303, 2304. (See also
.. Loan Programme.")
Australian
Natives
Association-Jubilee
ceremonies at Camberwell, 68l.
Australian Red Cross Society-Financial
aid for blood bank system, 861, 1362.Enlistment of donors for blood bank
service, 86l.-Financial prOVISIon for
poliomyelitis after-care, 1363.

B.
Banking-Commonwealth
tions, 1646, 1654.

credit

restric-

Barclay, Mr. Nathaniel (Mildura).
AddTess-in-Reply, 38.
King, The-Health of, 38.
Latrobe Valley-Development, 39.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 49l.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
/Egg Pulp) Bill, 343.
iRoyal Visit, 38.
State Electricity Commisslon--supply of
power to farms, 39; Kiewa project, 39.
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Barclay, Mr. Nathaniel-continued.
State Rivers and W'ater Supply Commission--Snowy Mountains hydro-electric
scheme, 39; Eildon project, 39.
Tourist Resorts, 39.
Rulings and Statements as Acting Chairman of CommitteesSup.ply-Scope of debate, 670.
Barley Marketing (Amendment) Bilt-Introduction and first reading, 2294;
second reading, 2370; debate adjourned,
2373.
Barry, Mr. W. P. (Carlton).
Budget, 1692.
Business of the House-Order of business,
2777.
Cement-Production, 904.
Chandler Highway-Maintenance, 904.
Children's Welfare Department-Incarceration of two children in Pentridge
gaol, 1815, 1816, 1817, 1818, 1819; conditions in institutions, 2792.
Debate - Withdrawal of statements
objected to, 2736, 2778.
Estimates--Supplementary, 904.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
53.
Horse Racing-Totalizator returns, 1692;
off-the-course betting, 1692.
Hospital Benefits Bill, 2486, 2487, 2488.
Housing Commission-Rents, 905; overhead costs, 905.
Kyneton District Hospital-Request for
file, 1678, 1798; investigation of allegations, 1693, 1726, 1845, 1850.
Labour Party-Country Party Agreement,
1947.
Local Government Bill, 1288.
Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill, 207.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Statutory payments, 1692; fare
increases, 1693.
Motor
Omnibus
Services-Passenger
shelter at Heidelberg railway station,
904.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2629.
Personal Explanation-Press statement,
2256.
Points of Order-Statements in debate,
1412, 1937; production of departmental
files, 1718; ambit of discussion on
motion fixing time for meeting of
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Barry, Mr. W. P.-continued.
House, 2732, 2736; Minister quoting from
document, 2734.
Privilege-Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2267.
Railway Department-CHfton Hill gates,
904.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 1947,
1948, 1949.
State Electricity Commission-Increased
charges, 906; tramway services, 1693.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2194.
Want of Confidence in McDonald Ministry,
1946.
Basic Wage Increase-Quarterly adjustments, 651.-Effect of increased cost of
food, 1636. (See also" Industrial Conditions" and "Public Service.")
Benefit Associations. (See" Funeral Benefit Associations.")
Betting-Legalizing of "off-the-c.ourse "
betting, (qn.> 540, 1687, 1736, 1769.
(See also "Bookmakers Bill," "Taxation-Bet.ting Tax," and "Totalizator
(Amendment) Bill.")
BiD Withdrawn-Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 1375.
Block, Mr. A. F. K. (Ivanhoe).
Address-in-Reply, 402.
Budget, 1748.
Building Directorate - Administration,
578; permits for hotels and guest
houses, 663; staff and office accommodation, 2394.
Building Industry-Employment figures,
662.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control Bill, 2726.
Cement-Transport charges, 902.
Chandler Highway-Maintenance, 903.
Education Department-Special loans,
1405; lack of facilities in Ivanhoe
electorate, 1750.
Estimates-Annual, 578, 596; Supplementary, 902.
Housing Commission-Heidelberg housing
,projects, 184; supervision of contracts,
402; administration, 661; ,houses built,
661; land acquisition, 663, 827, 911, 1024,
1094; slum abolition, 663; rental charges,
664, 902; purchase of homes by tenants,
903; release of blocks, 1024.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment> Bill, 1594.
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Block, Mr. A. F. K.-continued.
Landlord and Tenant Acts-Proposals of
property owners, 1182.
Local Government Bill, 1383.
Local Government <Imported Houses)
Bill, 209.
Materials
Procurement
DirectorateStaff and office accommodation, 2394.
Motor Omnibus Services - Passenger
shelter at Heidelberg, 904.
Petition from Property Owners, 1182.
Police Department-Service of distress
warrants, 2123.
Railway Department-Heidelberg service, 596; CHfton Hill gates, 903; contracts for works and equipment,
1023; concessional fares for railway
employees, 1023.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct, 2769.
State Savings Bank-Financing of home
builders, 662.
Supply, 661.
Unemployment, 1748.
Uniform Taxation, 1748.
Blood Tt-ansfusion Service.
(See" Australian Red Cross Society.")
Bolte, Mr. H. E. (Hampden).
Benefit Associations Act-An-party committee, 1244.
Budget, 1701.
Business of the House-Order of business
M~

,

Chelsea-Carrum floods, 923.
Debate - Withdrawal
of
statement
objected to, 2840.
Education Department-Recruitment of
teachers, 1421.
EstimateS-Annual, 556, 59S; Supplementary, 922.
Fisheries and Game Department-Quail
season, 556.
Flood Damage-In Gippsland, 922; condition of roads in Beeac area, 243S.
Government Funds-Adjournment motion,
633,634.
Health, Department of--Grants to bush
nursing hospitals, 23S.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionHospital charges, 1702.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill
293, 483.
'
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 345, 361, 365.

Bolte, Mr. H. E.-continued.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill, 469.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill, 282.
Milk Pasteurization Act-Application to
Ballarat, 925.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment Bill, 2694.
Mines (Amendment) Bill, 1193.
Points of Order-Statement in debate, 354;
the Speaker's caU, 631.
Primary Industries-Increased production,
1422, 1702.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 101.
Railway Department-Transport of wool,
598.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2616,
2843; Labour party-Country party
agreement, 2844.
River Improvement Act-Formation of
river improvement trusts, 922.
Skipton Bush Nursing Hospital, 1460.
Soldier Settlement Commission - Provision of loan funds, 783, 802.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Transfer of Tallangatta township,
33; flood damage in Chelsea-Carrum
area, 923.
Supply, 1420, 2616.
T.otalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2189.
Unemployment, 1421, 1703.
Want of Confidence in Hallway Ministry,
2843.
Water Bill, 1564, 1588.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 298.
Bookmakers Bill-Motion fixing stamp
duties, 2356; introduct.ion and first reading, 2358; second reading, 2405; debate
adjourned, 2408; appropriation resolution, 2476.
Boronia Level Crossing.
(See II Railway
Department-Level Crossings.")
Boy Scouts Association-Government grant,
1713.
Bread-Home deliveries in Mordialloc, 595.
-Cash sales, 596.-Zoning of deliveries,
825.
"Bristo Plastics "-Investigation of company's affairs, 704, 70S, (qn.) 760.
British Medical Association-Rostering of
medical services at Bendigo, 1684.
Brose, Mr. R. K. (Rodney).
Flood Damage-Condition of lake at CoIac,
2058; flooding of Western District roads,
2440.
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Brose, Mr. R. K.-continued.
Geelong Waterworks and Sewerage
(Amendment) Bill, 2395, 2437.
Land Tax Bill, 2208.
River Improvement Trusts, 780.
Soil Conservation Authority-Disposition
of staff, 873.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Transfer of Tallangatta township, 33; contracts for capital goods,
541; allocation of loan funds for Eildon
weir project, 872; houses for employees
at
Eildon,
872;
Goulburn
weirWaranga basin channel, 976; Hume
weir extension, 1128.
Water Bill, 1288, 1377, 1380, 1589, 2294.
Workers Compensation Bill, 45.
Buckingbam, Mr. W. J. (Wonthaggi).
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2513.
Budget-Brought down by 'Mr. McDonald
(Premier and Treasurer), 1353; financial tables, 1370; Budget debate, 1632,
1678.
Building DirectorateAdministration-Government expenditure,
578.-Staff and office accommodation
(qn.) 2394.
'
Permits-For buildings other than dwellings, (qnJ 32; for industrial and commercial purposes, (qnJ 32, 241, (qnJ
541, 578, 579; for property in Lonsdalestreet, Melbourne, (qnJ 281; for Brylaw Motors Pty. Ltd. (qn.) 542;
for Sutex Limited, 579; for guest houses
and hotels, 663.
Building Industry-Number of trade~men
employed, 662.
Building Materials-Production of cement
and light-gauge steel, (qn.) 80.-Price
increases, 1756.
Building Operations and Building Materials
Control Bill-Received from Council
and first reading, 2625; second reading,
2689, 2725; remaining stages, 2730.
Building Workers' Industrial Union-Issue
of notices of intention to proceed for
recovery of debts, 60, 63, (qn.) 459.
Buildings, Government-Purchases by State
instrumentalities, (qnJ 872.
Bush Fires-Relief for sufferers. 1364.Assessment of losses, (qn.) 1494.
Bush Nursing Hospitals. (See" Hospitals
-Bush Nursing Hospitals.")

Business Investigations Act-Implementation by Law Department, 1010.
Business of the House-Motions giving precedence to Government business, 542,
1495, 2565.-Motion for postponement
of consideration of Orders of the Day,
2771; negatived, 2790.
(See also
" Parliament.")
Butter-Production, consumption, and export, (qnJ 1407.

C.
Cain, Mr. John (Northcote).
Basic Wage, 651, 1636.
Benefit Associati.ons Act-Adjournment
motion, 1408, 1410. 1411.
Bookmakers Bill, 2357.
Brown Coal-Production costs, 651.
Budget, 1370, 1632.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control Bill, 2725.
Business of the House-Order of business,
544, 1894, 2565, 2774.
Children's Welfare Department-Incarceration of two girls in gaol, 1811, 1812.
Coal-Importations of Callide and Blair
Athol coal, 1638.
Dairying Industry-Butter production,
1636.
Deaths~Mr. T. P. Corrigan, M.L.A., 615;
the Hon. Sir Harry Lawson, 754.
Debate~ithdrawal
of statement o'bjected to, 2835.
Education Department-Loan fund expenditure, 1641.
Essendon Land (Amendment) BUl, 2565.
Estimates-Annual, 561, 567, 568, 574;
Supplementary, 1951-52, 840.
F,uneral Benefit Associations, 1495.
Gas and Fuel Corporation~ost increases,
650.
Government Funds-Adjournment motion,
631.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 1554.
Horse Racing-Winning bets tax, 1634.
Hospital Benefits Bill, 2487.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Hospital finance, 843.
Immigration~mployment of migrants,
1419; camp conditions, 1419.
Imported Materials Loan and AppUcation
(Amendment> Bill, 1413, 1591.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
212.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1136, 1148,
1153.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 148.
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Cain, Mr. John-continued.
King George Vr.-Death of, 612.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 1852, 1855.
Land Tax Bill, 2012, 2198, 2203, 2208.
Leader of the Opposition, 1022, 2757.
Licensing (Mildur,a) .Bill, 486.
Loan Funds, 1638, 2574.
Loan Works Programme-Priorities, 845;
allocations, 1639.
Local Government (Warrnambool) Bill,
473.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 346.
Mel,bourne and Metropolitan Tramways
lBoard-Statutory payments, 1637.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2027.
Melbourne Harbor Trust-'Revenue, 1638.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill, 286.
Ministerial
Statement - Government's
legislative proposals, 774; financial position of the State, 774.
Motor
Registration
Branch-Transfer
fees, 1634.
Parliament-Recess period, 648.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2626.
Personal Explanations--'Statement in debate, 547; statements in affidavits, 2172;
:proposed redistribution of seats, 2766.
Points of Order-Statements in debate,
288, 583, 1932, 1934; questioning Chairman's ruling, 1432, 1~33; production of
departmental file, 1719, 1720; citing
documents not before the House, 2265,
2272; time for giving notice of motion,
2354; Minister introducing matters
irrelevant to motion fixing time for
meeting of House, 2731; Minister reading from document, 2733; the Speaker's
call, 2765.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2422.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2499,
2516, 2521.
Political Situation, 2730, 2737, 28£4.
Price Control-Petroleum products, 2060,
2256.
Primary Industries-Increased production, 1420.
Privilege--'Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2181, 2184, 2185, 2258,
2262, 2281, 2284, 2286, 2287, 2288; submission that Speaker should leave the
Chair during debate of motion, 2258;
proposed Committee of Privilege, 2345,
2352.

Cain, Mr. John-continued.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill~is
charge of Order of the Day for the
second reading, 1375.
Public Service Bill, 2047.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 85.
Queen Elizabeth II.---,Accession, 613.
Railway Depar,tment---1R.eductions in fares
and freights, 567; interest charges, 567;
IBudget statement, 652; deficit, 840, 1637;
renewals and replacements, 841; increased freights and fares, 1635.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 115, 118.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 1905,
1908, 257.2, 2602, 2766, 2812, 2813, 2814,
2835; Labour party-Country par~y
agreemen t, 1906, 1932, 1934, 2575, 2766,
2813, 2817.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Bill, 1041, 111'5, 1119,. 1120.
Retired State Servants-Pensions and
basic wage. increases, 574.
!Reven.ue Deficit Funding Bill, 199.
Royal Commission on A.llegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of members of Assembly and officers of Parliament, 2396; jurisdiction of Commission,
2762, 2700, 2766, 2767.
Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric Scheme, .
1640.
Solicitor-General Bill, 221, 233.
State
·Electricity
Commission - Loan
funds, 648; works programme, 650; use
of official cars, 652; contractual obliga'tions, 1-640; Kiewa project, 1640.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2077.
St. Vincent's Hospital-Casualty department conditions, 492.
Supply, 648, 1418, 2571, 2602; action of
Legislative Council on Supply Bill,
2814.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 2355.
The Constitution (Legislative Council)
Bill, 1415.
Tdbacco-Allocation of supplies, 581.
Totalizator-Payments, 1634.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2173.
Unemployment, 1419.
Uniform Taxation-Reim'bursement formula, 842, 1633; return of State's taxing
powers, 843, 845, 1418.
University of Melbourne-Rules governing meetings of stud en ts, 568.
Veterina:ry Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1514.
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Cain, Mr. John~ontinued.
Want
of
Confidence-In
McDonald
Ministry, 1894, 1900, 1905, 1906, 1909;
in Hollway Ministry, 2812, 2835.
Water Bill, 1573.
Woorayl (Unimproved Rating Poll) Bill,
211.
Cancer-Government expenditure on institute, 136l.-Clinical examinations and
treatment, 1362.-Consultation clinics
in country hospitals, 1362.
Carrum Drainage. (See" State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission-Carrum.")
Cartons. (See" Price Control-(;artons.")
Cement-and Tasmanian
'Production, (qn.) 461.
Importations-Price paid :by Materials
Procurement Directorate for imported
cemen~, (qn.) 461.
Production-Victorian monthly production,
(qn.) SO.---J)istribution of weekly output, (qn.) 2475.
Supplies from New South Wales-Transport charges, 902.
Allocations-Victorian

Chairman of Committees (Mr. W. J. Mibus)
-JRulings and Statements ofAmendments-Order of amendments, 362,
1119.
Debate-Withdrawal of statements objected to, 118, 693, 696; relevancy of remarks, 353; member referring to
Premier by other than his official ti tIe,
647; mem'ber's second speech in Committee, 696; discussing question pending
judicial decision and ruled out of order
by Speaker, 1432; ruling referred to
Speaker, 1432; member proposing suspension of Standing Orders in Committee, 1721.
Estimates-Debate restricted to questions
of Government administration, 555, 556,
582, 583, 1000.
Standing Order 78E-Time limit of
speeches, 696.
Supply-Debate restricted to questions of
Government administration, 652, 653,
69l.
Rulings and
Speaker-

Statements

as

Deputy

Debate-Member using expression .. lying
hound," 1937; member discussing projected legislation, 2785, 2787.

Chairmen of Committees, TemporaryAppointments, 34, 1288.
Chandler Highway.
(See " Munic~palities.")
Charitable Trusts Bill-Restoration under
temporary Standing Order 2640, 35;
passed through all stages, 35.
Children's Cinema Council-Cultural and
ethical standards of entertainments,
166l.
Children's Welfare Department-Payments
to foster parents, 562, 642, 950, 1360.Rates for wards in institutions, 1360,
1766.-Conditions at Royal Park home,
170l.-Proceedings against neglected
children, 1710.---Amendments of Children's Welfare Act, 1710.-Incarceration
of girls in gaol (debate on motion for
adjournment of House), 1799; segregation in female prison, (qn.) 1844, 1891,
1892; removal from Pen tridge to Royal
Park, 1894.-Newspaper articles on conditions in institutions, 2792.
Child Welfare. (See" Adoption of Children
(Amendment) Bill" and" Creches, Infant Welfare, Kindergartens.")
Church Buildings-Commonwealth Bank
financial restrictions, 496, 497.
CoalBlack Coal-Quality of supplies for gas
making, 239, 243.
Brown
Coal-Comparative
production
costs, 645, 651, 660.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill-Appropriation resolution,
762; first reading, 762; second reading,
806, 1128; Committee, 1130; remaining
stages, 1130.
Cochrane, Mr. L. J. (Gippsland West),
Address-in-Reply, 36.
Coal-Brown coal deposits, 37.
Dairying Industry-Stabilization, 38; research, 38.
Estimates-Annual, 565.
Forests
Commission - Reafiorestation
policy, 37.
King, The-Health of, 36.
Leave of Absence to Mr. Buckingham, 761.
Loan Works Programme, 37.
Motor Car Insurance-Control of rates
for comprehensive policies, 565.
Petrol Tax, 38.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 1224.
Roads, 38.
Royal Visit, 37.
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Cochrane, Mr. L. J.-continu,ed.
Rural Industries-Labour shortage, 38.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Country needs, 37.
Committees of Supply and 'Vays and Means.
(See
Supply" and " Ways and
Means.")
Commodities.
(See" Home Delivery of
Commodities." )
Commonwealth Free Medicine Scheme.
(See Free Medicine Scheme.")
Commonwealth Grants Commission-Suggested application by Victorian Government for relief, 656, 657.
Commonwealth Pay-roll Tax Assessment
Act. (See" Taxation!')
Communism-Influence of Communists in
trade unions, 896.-Support of candidates at Legislative Council elections,
931, 995.
Complaint. (See" Legislative AssemblyPrivilege and Royal Commission.")
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1) -All
stages, 702.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2)-All
stages, 1011.
Consolidat.ed Revenue Bill (No. g)-.All
stages, 1461.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4)-All
stages, 2625.
Constitution of the Commonwealth--Proposed convention to discuss financial
relationships between Commonwealth
and States, 839.
Constructional Engineering Products Pty.
Ltd. (See" Housing.")

Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees
and Indemnities) Bill-Appropriation
resolution, 1512; introduction and first
reading, 1512; second reading, 1555,
1871;
Committee, 1890;
remaining
stages, 1891.

OJ

OJ

Corrigan, Mr. T. P., Death of-Resolution
placing on record sorrow at Mr. Corrigan's death, and appreciation of his
services, 614; adjournment of House as
mark of respect, 616.

Oook, Mr. F. A. (Benalla).
Address-in-Reply, 412.
Commonwealth Pay-roll Tax, 566.
Country Fire Authority, 1002.
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2300.
Estimates-Annual, 566; Supplementary

1000.

'

Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 324, 325.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2511.
Railway Department-Rolling stock, 1000;
Wangaratta-Bright line, 1001; Wangaratta-Whitfield line, 1001.
Wheat-Bulk storage, 412.
Co-operative
Housing
Societies.
(See
II Housing
Co-ope1'ative
Housing

Societies.")

Corrigan, Mr. S. T. (Port Melbourne).
Aged and Infirm Persons-Accommodation, 858, 1770; free travel, 1770.
Budget, 17'69.
Death-Mr. T. P. Corrigan, M.L.A., 615.
Estimates-Supplementary, 858.
Funeral Benefit Associa tions--Collection
of subscriptions, 2394.
Funerals-Chal'ges by undertakers, 2390;
suggested regulation of charges, 2474.
Housing-Emergency
accommodation,
1772.
Housing Commission-fAbolition of Port
Melbourne and South Melbourne slum
areas, 1242; panel of architects, 1494,
1771; rentals, 1771; ballot system, 1771;
financial arrangements with contractors, 2009.
Kindergartens and Pre-school CentresGovernmen t grant, 1769.
8ta te Electricity Commission---:Electrical
Approvals Board, 1028; service connections, 1028; inspectorial staff. 1028; use
of premises, 1028; motor cars, 1028;
issue of electrical mechanics' permits,
2008.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill, 1417, 1529.
Wirth's Park-Use of site for cultural
centre, 973.

Country Fire Authority-Grass fire risks:
Burning of breaks, (qn.) 460.-Prosecutions for lighting fires during' danger
period, 897.-Equipping of additional
fire-fighting units, 1002, 2620.-Interdepartmental conference on precautionary measures, 1002. (See also " Bush
Fires" and "Railway Departznent-

Fires and Locomotives.")
Country Fire Authority Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 1866; second reading,
2012, 2294; remaining stages, 2303;
Council's amendments, 2625.
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Country
Party-Metropolitan
branches,
2849, 2854.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 803; second
reading, 1029, 1155, 1197; remaining
stages, 1199.
Country
Roads
Board-Highways
bypassing country towns, '589.--Curtailment of loan works programme, 667,
670.~Purchase of plant and equipment,
669, 670.-Allocations of cost of construction of roads to Kiewa and Eildon
Weir, (qn.) 756.-Dismissal and engagement of employees, (qn.> 826.Repair
of
Moreland-road
bridge,
Coburg, 1015.---'Repair of flood damage
at Werribee South, 945.~Expenditure
on elimination of curves, 986.--Closing
of Hordern Vale-Apollo Bay road, 1841.
(See
also
.. Transport
Regulation
Board.").
County Court (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 803; second
reading, 812, 1053; instruction to Committee to consider new clause, 1123;
Bill considered in Committee, 1123; remaining stages, 1126; Council's amendment, 1528.
Court Proceedings. (See" Law Department.")
Creches, Infant Welfare, KindergartensTraining of teachers, 563.~Grant of
scholarships, 563.-Training of directors
of kindergartens, 594.-Activities of
Victorian Association of Day Nurseries
and Creches, 899.-Assistance for the
Helping
Hand
Association,
936.'Government subsidy, 1362, 1769.
Crown
Employees-Long-seIiVice
leave,
(qn.) 460. (See also" Public Service.")
Crown Proceedings Bill-Received from
Council and first reading, 2625. (See
also "Statute Law Revision Committee. I ,)

D.
Dairying-Training of young men in industry, 59, 62.-Subsidy to herd testing
associations, J374.-0utbreak of pleuropneumonia in cattle, 2389, 2392.
Dawnay-l\'Iould, Mr. W. R. (Dandenong).
Australian Loan Council-Loan allocations to Victoria, 2254, 2303.
Betting Taxation, 1735.
Budget, 1733.
11173/52.-2

Dawnay-Mould, Mr. W. R.-continued.
Business of the House-Order of business,
2783.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 702.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Administration, 848.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 1889.
Dog Racing-Licensing of tracks, 34;
control, 1735; installation of totalizator,
1735.
Domestic Milk Supply-Supervision of
bottling, 240.
Education
Department--Contracts for
capital goods, 540; lack of school
accommodation, 689, 848, 1736; prefabricated class-rooms, 692, 1737; sanitary services, 849; education loans,
1736; Dandenong West State School,
1960, 2304; enforcement of bonds of
student teachers, 2124.
Estimates-Annual, 553, 554, 558, 560, 572,
577, 593.-Supplementary, 846, 960.
Flood Damage-Dandenong township, 961,
1016.
Gas and Fuel Corporation--Price of gas,
690, 1734.
Government Departments-Press statements, 1734.
Health, Department of-Use of captive
bolt pistol in slaughterhouses, 459, 494;
"Lotus Lodge," Rosebud, 539, 593; contracts for supply of capital goods, 540.
Horse Racing-Registration of startingprice bookmakers, 1736.
Housing Commission-Contracts for capital goods, 54.1; types of homes, 1178;
contract prices, 1178; cost of services,
1178; purchase of homes by tenants,
1178; case of ejected family, 2391.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 148.
Land Surveyors Bill, 2388.
Legislative Council-Abolition referendum, 553.
Loan Funds-Allocations to Departments,
185, 1736, 2162; expenditure and commitments, 2162.
Local Government Bill, 1317.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 318, 357, 362, 364, 370.
Mental Hygiene Branch-Amenities, 594;
insulin shock treatment, 974, 1015; improved conditions at institutions, 1737.
Milk Board-Licences, 849.
Municipalities - Street
construction
charges, 458.

'INDEX •.

Dawnay-Mould, Mr. W. R.-continued.
Point of Order-Statement in debate, 333.
Police Department-Station at Noble
Park, 558.
Potato Marketing Board-Distribution of
supplies, 593.
Privilege-Proposed Committee of Privilege, 2340, 2342, 2347, 2352, 2354.
Public Accounts Committee-Reconstitution, 1735.
Public Works Department-Contracts for
capital goods, 459.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 89.
Railway Department-Contracts for capi~
tal goods, 282; pre-cut houses, 690, 846;
acquisition of Dandenong land, 848, 873,
910, 911, 961.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 1950,
2621, 2824.
Retired State Servants-Pensions and
basic wage increases, 572, 577, 691, 849,
1737.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of mem~
bers of Assembly and officers of Parliament, 2398.
State Electricity Commission-Contracts
for capital goods, 184; incidence of increased charges, 1015, 1602; administration, 1734.
State Rivers and Water Supply Com mission-Contracts for capital goods, 541.
Supply, 688, 2620.
Tobacco-Allocation of supplies, 560, 561.
Unemployment, 1733.
Uniform Taxation, 691.
Want of Confidence-In McDonald Ministry, 1950; in Hollway Ministry, 2824.
Winning Bets Tax, 1735.
Workers Compensation Act-Premiums
committee, 554.
Deaths. (See" Corrigan, Mr. T. P., Death
of," .. King Georg.e VI.," and "Lawson,
The Hon. Sir Harry, Death of.")
Decentralization-New cities in country
areas, (qnJ 184.-Claim of City of
Ararat, 553.-Government contribution
to Decentralization Fund, 1366.-Industries established and terminated, (qn.)
1631, 2618, 2837.-National defence preparations, (qnJ 2394.
Dennett, Colonel A. H. (Caulfield).
Agriculture Department-Addition to main
offices, 79.

Dennett, Colonel A. H.-continued.
Australian Red Cross Society-Blood bank
service, 861.
Children's Welfare Department-Conditions in institutions, 2793.
Empire Youth Movement, 859.
Estimates-Annual, 555, 556.
Supplementary, 859.
Firewood-Metropolitan supplies, 699, 860.
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bill, 1109.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Conveyance of prams, 861.
Onions-Yields, prices and sales, 1630.
Potato Marketing Board--Shipment to
New Zealand, 1126; production and
marketing of crop, 1843.
Railway
Department-Conveyance
of
prams, 861.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats-1923,
1925.
Soil Conservation Authority-Disposition
of staff, 873.
State Electricity Commission-Release of
briquettes for domestic use, 699; Kiewa
hydro-electric scheme, 872.
Supply, 698.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2176. 2191.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1523.
Want of Confidence in McDonald Ministry,
1922.
Workers Compensation Act-Claims of
injured juror, 555.
Department of Health--Soap preparations:
Incidence of' dermatitis, (qnJ 459.Slaughtering of beasts: Use of captivebolt pistol, (qn.) 459, 494, 497, 593.Cost of purchase and alterations, .. Lotus
Lodge," Rosebud, (qn.) 539, 593.Contracts for supply of capital goods.
(qn.) 540.-,-Slaughtering of bobby calves,
1286, 1287, (qn.) 2008.-Financial proVlSlOn, 1361.--Subsidy for diphtheria
and whooping cough immunization,
1362.-Definition of meat pie, 1426.
(See also" Cancer," " Education Depart-

ment-Admin'istration

and

Finance,"

" Health (Meat Supervision) Bill,"
., Health (Radiological Examinations)
Bill," "Hospitals and Charities Commission," and "Tuberculosis.")
DivisionsBudget Debate-·On motion " That progress
be reported," 1738.
.
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Divisions-cont inued.

Divisions--continued.
Business of the House-On motion to close

Want

debate on question of order of business,
552; on motion giving precedence to
Government business, 552, 1512; on
motion for postponement of consideration of certain Orders of the Day, 2789.
Children's Welfare Department - On
motion for adjournment of House, 1820.
Committee of Supply-On motion "That
the House will this day resolve itself
into a Committee of Supply," 639.

motion re McDonald Government, 1960.
-On motion to close debate on question
re Hollway Government, 2863; on main
question, 2863.
Water Bill-On clause 2, 1590.
Ways and Means-On motion" That the
House will this day resolve itself into a
Committee of Ways and Means," 640.

Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill-

On
amendment
motion, 1313.

to

second-reading

Funds-On
motion
for
adjournment of House, 637.
Justi'ces (Amendment) Bill-On amendment to clause 5, 1155.
](yneton Distdct Hospital-On motion for
adjournment of House, 1866.
Land Tax Bill-On amendment to clause
2, 2209.
Local Government Bill-On amendment
to second-reading motion, 1399.

Government

Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg PU,z1)
Bill-On second-reading

motion, 351; on amendment to clause
3, 363; on amendment to clause 5, 365;
on amendment to clause 8, 369; on
amendment to sub-clause (2) of clause
8,370.
Petroleum Products.' Regulati'on of Prices

-On motion for adjournment of House,
2077.
Police

Offences

(Firearms)

Bill-On

amendments to clause 2, 2524, 2525.
Privilege, Question of-On motion for
adjournment of debate on question
"That the allegations be referred to a
Select Committee of this House," 2289;
on motion for closure of debate on
main question, 2292; on main question,
2293.
Registratwn
Marriages

oj
Births
Deaths
and
Bill-On
amendment to

clause 3, 1117.
Settlement
Commission - On
motion for adjournment of House, 802.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill-On appropriation resolution, 2356.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill--On secondreading motion, 2198.
Votes on Account-On amendment" That
the vote be reduced by £1," 2624.
Soldier

of

Confidence

in

Ministers-On

Dodgshun, Mr. Keith (Rainbow).
Aborigines-Lake Tyers reservation, 1844;
sustenance payments, 1844.-Privileges
of citizenship, 2212.
Address-in-Reply, 417.
Aged Persons-Statistics, 1180.
Benefit Associations Act-Application of
provisions, 975; winding-up orders, 975;
reports of investigations, 975; funeral
benefit associations, 1095, 1501; proposed
all-party
committee,
1243;
adjournment motion, 1407, 1410.
Bookmakers Bill, 2356, 2357, 2358, 2405,
2476.
Brown Coal-Production costs, 650.
Business of the House-Order of business,
542, 543, 2567.
Children'S Welfare Department-Incarceration of two children in gaol, 1803,
1806, 1807, 1809, 1818, 1844, 1892, 2792.
Coal-Quality of black coal for gas-making, 243; production costs of brown coal,
650.
Country Fire Authority-Grass fire risk,
460.
Country Fire Authority Bill, 1866, 2012,
2625.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 816.
Dairying Industry-Training facilities, 62.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected to, 1937.
Dog Racing-Licensing of tracks, 34.
Education Department-Enforcement of
bonds of student teachers, 2124.
Electoral Districts-Areas and numbers of
electors, 2564.
Estimates, 40, 559.
Firearms Bill, 34, 483, 484.
Firearms Offences Bill, 35, 553.
Fire Brigades
(Long-service Leave)
Amendment Bill, 34.
Fisheries and Game Department-Quail
season, 559.
Free Library Service Board-Children's
libraries, 2587.
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Dodgshun, Mr. Keith-continued.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill, 3,
56.
Funeral Benefit Associations-Contributors, 1180, 1181, 1210, 1501, 2394.
Funerals--Agreements between State and
undertakers, 976.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1260, 1288.
Government Funds-Adjournment motion,
635.
Hospital Benefits Bill, 248B.
Hotel Accommodation-Survey of vacant
rooms, 782.
House Committee-Appointment, 40.
Housing Commission-Reduced loan fund
allocation, 417.
Immigration-Deportation of prohibited
persons, 1179.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
211, 293, 483.
Land Tax Bill, 2011, 2012, 2208.
Law Department-Penalties imposed by
courts, 243.
Leave of Absence for Mr. T. P. Corrigan,
418.
Legislative Council Elections--Number of
non-voters, 1844; penalties, 1844.
Library Committee-Appointment, 40.
Licensing Act-Accommodation at Town
Hall Hotel, Melbourne, 977; hotel
accommodation not available to public,
1024, 2007; Licences Reduction Board,
1845; hotels and population, 1845;
metropolitan licensing districts, 2008;
reports of Licences Reduction Board,
2563.
Licensing Court-Judgment re application
for grocer's licence, 1632.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 418.
Literature-Objectionable
publications,
2586.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Carriage of prams, 1210.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board-Number of fires attended, 1630.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment Bill, 2019, 2695.
Motor Car (Amendment) Bill, 1288, 1377.
Motor Car Bill, 36, 51, 480.
Motor Car Insurance-Activities of State
undertaking, 757; attitude of companies,
2212.
Motor Vehicles-Ban on motor horns, 560.
Olympic Games 1956-Review of licensing
laws, 1095.

Dodgshun, Mr. Keith-continued.
Penal Department-Reformatory prob·
lems, 417; conditions in penal establishments, 559; Langi Kal Kal training
centre, 2254.
Points of Order-Member discussing Bill
not before the House, 543; member
referring to Premier by other than his
official title, 647; discussing matters Bub
judice, 1407, 1812; statement in debate,
1412; member in Committee discussing
question ruled out of order by Speaker,
1432; Chairman's ruling referred to
Speaker, 1433; prerogative of Government to appoint Royal Commission,
2341; scope of debate on motion fixing
time for meeting of House, 2732.
Police Department-Administration, 560;
Mornington Police College, 560, 2212;
station at Noble Park, 560; service 01
distress warrants, 2124; murder statistics, 2563.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 1211,
1221, 2436.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 1867,
2014, 2019, 2516.
Printing Committee-Appointment, 40.
Public and Bank Holidays Bill, 2293, 2358.
Public. Library, National Gallery and
Museums-Fire prevention system, 135].
Public Service Bill, 1244, 1263.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 553.
Railway
Department-Melbourne-Adelaide service, 62; Melbourne-St. Kilda
service, 2212.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 1928,
1930, 1935, 2584, 2830, 2834, 2835; agreement between Country party and
Labour party, 1933, 2834.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Bill, 802, 808, 1041, 1114, 1116,
1118, 1120, 1224.
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill, (No.2),
2436.
Road
Accidents-Collisions
involving
motor cars, 914; restrictblg speed of
motor cycles, 2169.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Provision
of loan funds, 802.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointment, 40.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill, 1244, 1261, 1530.
State Electricity Commission-Liability to
municipal rating, 79; purchase of imported steel, 183; contracts for capital
goods, 184; surplus equipment, 658; loan
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Dodgshun, Mr. Keith-continued.
funds, 658; works programme, 659; use
of official cars, 660, "1029; increased
charges, 660; advances by consumers,
760; interest on loans, 760; finance and
accounts, 912; Kiewa hydro-electric
scheme, 912; repairs to electrical equipment sold, 914; supplies of coal and
briquettes, 1028; Electrical Approvals
Board, 1029; financial result of operations, 1126; servicing heavy equipment
outside Victoria, 1406; supply of timber
poles, 1406; issue of electrical mechanics'
permits, 2008, 2253; disposal of equipment, 2008; appointment of Bendigo
traffic inspector, 2169; connections in
rural areas, 2253; acquisition of undertakings, 2254; reticulation in new areas,
2254.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 1632, 183l.
State Motor Car Insurance Office-Premium rates and premium income, 757.
Statute Law Revision Committee, 40.
Superannuation-Cost-of-living allowance,
63.
Supply, 657, 2583.
The Constitution (Legislative Council)
Bill, 1353, 1113.
Want of Confidence-In McDonald Ministry, 1928, 1933, 1935; in Hollway
Ministry, 2830.
Weights and Measures (Amendment) Bill,
802, 1031, 1187, 1197.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 215, 302.
Workers Compensation Act-Suggested
amendments, 559.
Workers Compensation Bill, 36, 41, 45, 46,
47, 48, 51, 402.
Dog Racing-Licensing of tracks, (qn.) 34.
-Control and management of dogracing tracks, 1735.
Don, Mr. John (Elsternwick).
Budget, 1665.
Education Department-Free milk scheme,
701; Landcox-st. State School, 1665.
Elster Creek, Elwood-Works, 1160, 1665;
compensation for flood damage, 1160,
1208.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Explosions in
gas mains, 702.
Labour-Country Party Agreement, 2848.

Don, Mr. John-continued.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Anomalies,
1667.
Law Department- Remission of sentence,
701.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board--Increased fare~, 1666.
Motor Omnibuses-Elsternwick services,
701.
Motor Vehicles-Penalties for theft, 1667.
Police Department-Elsternwick police
station, 1665.
Railway Department-Deficit, 1665; transport of briquettes, 1666.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2846,
2849.
Retired Public Servants-Superannuation
and cost-of-living adjustments, 1666.
Road Accidents-Proposed committee 01
inquiry, 700; collisions involving motor
cars, 914; hospital beds for accident
cases, 914.
State Electricity Commission-Disposal ot
equipment, 2008.
State Land Tax-Assessment of Caulfield
property, 828.
Supply, 700.
Want of Confidence in Hollway Ministry,
2845.
Doube, 1\11'. V. J. (Oakleigh).
Budget, 1751.
Church Buildings-Commonwealth Bank
financial restrictions, 496.
Education Department-School bus services, 935; needs of Oak leigh electorate.
937; school buildings, 1452; sanitary conveniences, 1453.
Estimates-Supplementary, 934.
Footwear-Price regulation, 1161.
Immigration-Holmesglen camp, 939.
Land Tax Bill, 2206.
Local Government Bill, 1315.
Mental
Hygiene
Branch - Mentally
retarded children, 935; transport to
training centres, 936; Government
assistance, 936.
Motor Omnibus Services-Fare increases,
938, 1454; railway feeder services, 938;
spare vehicles, 93~; chartered services,
939,1454.
Point of Order-One member interposing
personal explanation during anot.her's
speech, 2284.

INDEX.

Doube, Mr. V. J.-continued.
Police
Department-Identification
of
plain clothes officers, 935; use of " Sutton
Grange" Mornington, 2211; murder
statistics, 2563.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2428.
Poor Persons Legal Assistance Act, 934.
Price Control-Footwear, 1161; luxury
items, 1755.
Registration of Births Deaths and
Marriages Bill, 1033, 1113, 1114, 1118,
1120.
Royal Commission on Allegations of
Improper Conduct-Attendance of members of Assembly and officers of Parliament, 2403.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2120.
Supply, 1451.
Unemployment, 1451, 1751, 1757.

Dunn, Mr. J. McR. (Geelong)
Barwon River Floods-Proposed remedial
measures, 869.
Budget, 1671.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Finance,
978.
Education Department--Free milk scheme,
692; needs of Geelong electorate, 979;
school extensions, 982; Matthew Flinders
Girls Secondary School, 1673.
Estimates-Supplementary, 978.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Purchase of
equipment, 2395, 2473.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Amendment) Bill,
476.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1300.
Geelong Old Folk's Home, 982, 1205.
Geelong Waterworks
and Sewerage
(Amendment) Bill, 2528.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2052.
Hospital Bed Accommodation at Geelong,
2055.
Housing Commission-Rents, 978; roads
and footpaths, 978.
Kardinia Park, Geelong-Facilities for
supply of liquor, 1960.
Melbourne Harbor Trust-Oil tanker
berths, 983.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill, 283.
Motor Registration Branch-Registration
charges, 980; vehicles registered, 981.
Penal Department-Conditions at Pentridge, 1674.

Dunn, Mr. J. McR.-continued.
Railway Department-Pre-cut houses,
978'; road transport competition, 980,
1672; administration, 1671; employment
of immigrants, 1673; Geelong-Queenscliff line, 1675.
Road Accidents, 981, 1672.
Supply, 692.
Transport Act-Co-ordinator of Transport,
167l.
Unemployment, 1059.

E.
EducationPublic Education-Financial assistance fOl'
non-Government schools, (qn,) 760.
Education Departmentin Box
Hill,
Nunawading,
and
Ringwood
districts, 588, 589, 1712.-Admittance 01:
children to schools, 674, 689.-Conditions
in Stawell and Ararat, 849, 1405.-New
school at Oakleigh South, 937.-0vercrowding at Murrumbeena and Hughesdale, 937, 1453.-Need for new suburban
primary schools, 948.-Use of small unit
schools, 956.-Shortage of school buildings at Geelong, 979.-" Shifts" in
schools, 1285, 1287.-New class-room at
Landcox-street State School, 1665.Statistics re increase in school-age
population, 1690.-Position at St. Arnaud, 1767.
Administration and Finance-DistrIbution
to schools of brochure The Parliament
of Victoria and Parliament House, (qn.)
185.-Contracts for capital goods, (qnJ
540.-Proposed Royal Commission into
Victorian education system, 679.-Treatment of correspondence, 679, 682.Financial provision, 805, 1359, 1374, 1691,
1765.-Representations to
Commonwealth Government by Geelong Trades
Hall Council, 982.-Expenditure of loan
funds on buildings, 1359, 1641, 1658, 1766.
-Special education loan by parents,
1405, 1690, 1767.-Contravention of
health regulations: legal action, 1453.
Amenities-Payment of subsidies, 665, 676,
680.-Lack of sanitary conveniences, 637,
679, 689, (qn,) 758, 848, 907, 1453.-Heating systems in schools, 928.-Conditions
at Port Fairy Consolidated School, 1459.
-Shelter-sheds at Windsor and Armadale schools, 1663.-Expenditure on
gardens and playing fields, (qn.) 2758.

Accommodation--Requirements

LEGISLATiVE ASSEMBLY.

Education Department-continued.
Buildings-Repairs to Barkly State School,
494, 497.-Unused school building at
Laverton, 564.-Expediting repairs and
renovations, 955.-Removal of unused
country schools, 985.
Free Milk Scheme-Excess supplies in
Geelong district, 692; at Elsternwick, 701.
Land-Acquisition in North Blackburn and
Mont Albert North, 679, (qn.) 758;
purchase at Dandenong, 689.
Libraries-Grant to municipalities for
school libraries, 562.
Medical and Dental Services-Government
subsidy, 1362.
Multi-purpose School, McKinnon-Build-

ing operations, (qn.) 1351.
at Box
Hill, 588, 589; at Dandenong, 692, 1737,
1960, 23M, 2305; at Lilydale High School,
907; at Kilsyth, 907; at Heidelberg and
MacLeod,
(qn.)
2474.-Construction
standards,
1691.-Number
erected,
(qn), 2474.-Allocation of "Jennings"
type, (qn.) 2474.
Primary
Schools-Representations
re
Ringwood State School (petition), 63'7,
679, (qn,) 758; re West Bentleigh State
School, 689; Merri State School, 932;
Vermont State School, 1002; Pascoe
Vale State School, 2058, 2059.
Prefabricated Class-rooms-Use

Rural

School

M anagement-Discontinu-

ance of classes at Merri State School,
(qn,) 827.
Scholarships-Administration of Commonwealth Government scholarship scheme,
(qn.) 1797.
School-leaving Age-1m plemen ta tion of
legislation, 1691.
Secondary Schools-Position at Mentone,
421,422,587; in areas south of the Yarra,
666.-Domestic arts block at Hampton
High School, 675.-0vercrowding of
Dandenong High School, 689.-Provision
in Heidelberg district, 1405, 1443, 1659,
1751.-Building programme, 1443.-Condition of Matthew Flinders Girls School,
1673.-High school at Ringwood, 1712.Use of Glenroy site, 1766.
Student Tea.chers-Enforcement of bonds,
932, 951, 2124, 2125.-Allowances to
students in training, 1359.
Superannuation-Cost-of-living allowance,
62,63.
Teachers-Accommodation
in
country
centres, 675, 850.-Permanent and tem-

Education Department-continued.
porary teachers, 864.-Leave applications of Mr. R. D. Goodman, (qn.) 1243.
-Expenditure on salaries, 1359." Accelerated promotion.s" in secondary
school division, (qn.) 2474. (See also
"Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill.")
Technical Schools-Site for institute of
technology, 666, 865.-Training for cooking profession, 866.-Need for new school
in Mentone, 948.-Grant for maintenance of equipment, 1360.-Training
centre at Melbourne Technical College,
1360.-New technical school at Shepparton, 1360.
T'ransport of Scholars-Bus service at
Preston, 932, 1676.-Bus services for
mentally retarded children, 935, 951.-Financial provision, 1360.
Victorian

School

for

Deaf

Children---

Accommodation,
564.-Training
of
teachers for oral education of the deaf,
1360.-Financial provision, 1360.
Visual Ed'ucation-Government grant, 562.
William Angliss Food Trades School.--

Examination of students, 563.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing Board-Issue
of brochure, 761.-Newspaper statement
by secretary re supplies, 949.-Administration costs: Licences: Payment of
levies, (qn.) 2059.-Advertising: Forms
and expenditure, (qn.) 2564.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing Board Select
Committee-Personal explanation re
issue of pamphlet, 186.
ElectorulAgreements on Redist1'ibution of Assembly
Seats-Country party and Labour party~

1906, 1932, 1938, 1947, 1950, 1958, 2575,4
2622, 2813, 2814, 2833, 2837, 2844, 2847,
2852, 2855.-Labour party and Hollway
group, 2612, 2809, 2825, 2852.
Electora,tes--Comparative
areas,
1945,
2838.-Areas and numbers of electors,
(qn.) 2564.
Enrolmenfs---Comparison of enrolments at
the 16th of May, 1952 with 1944 figures,
1929.-Disparity between country and
metropolitan constituencies, 1940, 2810,
2846, 2856.
Two-for-one Plan-On basis of division of
Commonwealth electorates into two
Assembly districts, 1681, 1689, 1896, 1901,
1905, 1912, 2572 to 2624, 2794 to 2863;
Liberal and Country party alternative,
1916.-Effect on country representation,

INDEX.

Electoral-continued.

1930, 2796, 2810, 2819, 2825, 2831, 2836,
2843.-Attitude of country branches of
Liberal and Country party, 2839.
Voting-Analyses of party voting at 1947

and 1950 Assembly elections, 1910;
primary votes recorded for Country
party candidates at 1950 Assembly
election, 1954. - Commonwealth and
State electoral arrangements, 2850.
Empire Youth Movement - Government
grant, 859.-Representation of Victorian
youth at Coronation, 860.
Employers and Employees (Attachment of
Wages) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 803; second reading, 866; debate
adjourned, 867.
Entertainments for Charity- -" Sunday Command Performance" at Melbourne
Town Hall, 1429.
Essendon Land (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2565; treated
as public Bill, 2685; second reading,
2686; debate adjourned, 2687.
Estimates-Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for 1951-52, brought down,
40.- -Annual
Estimates
discussed.Prer.-lier's Department, 553; Chief Secretary's Department, 554;
Labour
Department, 560; Education Department,
562; Attorney-General and SolicitorGeneral, 565; Treasury Department,
566; Lands Department, 584; Public
Works Department, 585; Mines Department, 590; Forests Department, 590;
Water Supply Department, 590; Agriculture Department, 591; Department of
Health, 593; Railway Department, 596;
State Coal Mines, 599.-Estimate of
Expenditure for July and August, 1952,
brought down, 640.-Supplementary
Estimates for 1951-52, '762; debated, 804,
834, 880, 915, 978.-Annual Estimates
for 1952-53, brought down, 1353.
Eucalyptus Oil Industry-Reduction of
royalty payments to distillers, 1768.Registration of motor vehicles, 1768.
Evidence Bill-Introduction and first reading, 803; second reading, 820, 1121;
debate adjourned, 1122; Bill referred to
Statute Law Revision Committee for
examination and report, 1123; report
presented, 1407; debate resumed, 1867;
remaining stages, 1871.

F.
Rents Board.
(See' .. Metropolitan
Fair Rents Board.")
"Fat for Britain "-Revival of appeal, 414.

Fair

Fewster, Mr. George (Essendon).
Budget, 1764.
Children's Weliare Department-Increased
allowances, 1766.
Education Department-Maintenance of
school buildings, 955; small unit schools,
956; new buildings, 1765; Essendon High
School, 1766; Glenroy High School site,
1766; Pascoe Vale State School, 2058.
Estimates-Supplementary, 954.
Home Delivery of Commodities, 956, 1767.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Extension of West Coburg service, 955; carriage of prams, 1209.
Metropolitan Omnibus Services-issue of
tickets, 1406; breaches of regulations,
1406.
Moreland Road Bridge, Coburg, 1015.
Police Department-Glaring headlights on
motor cars, 955.
Public Works Loan Application' Bill, 95.
Railway Department-Workshops staff,
954; Melbourne-Broadmeadows service,
955; Glenroy railway yard, 2563.
State Electricity Commission-Electrical
mechanics' permits, 2253.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill, 1415, 1528.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2102.
Firearms Bill-Restoration under temporary Standing Order 264D, 34; passed
through all stages, 34; Council's amendments, 483.
Firearms Offences Bill-Restoration under
temporary Standing Order 264D, 35;
passed through all stages, 35; clerical
error corrected, 553.
Fire Brigades (Long-service Leave) Amendment Bill-Restoration under temporary Standing Order 2640, 34; passed
through all stages, 34.
Firewood-Metropolitan
supplies,
699.Financial provision, 805, 860, 1365.
Fisheries and Game Department-Opening
date of quail season, 556, 559.-Confiscation of fishing launches for long lining
offences, 2588.
Flood ReliefBarwon River-Remedial measures, 869,
871,881.
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Flood Relief-continued.
Colac Lake-Overflow damage, 2055, 2058,
2438, 2440.
Danden.ong-Damage in Shire of Dandenong, 961, 1016.
Elster Creek, Elwood-Compensation, 1160,

1161, 1208, 1210, 1665.
.
Finance-Assistance by Commonwealth
and State Governments, (qnJ 782.Budget statement, 1364.
Gardiner's Creek-Flood damage, 963.
(See also .. State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission-Carrum.")
.. Folies Bergere." (See" Theatr:cal Performances." )
Footwear.
(See "Price Control--F'ootwear.")

Forests Commission-Re-afforestation, 3'i.Financial provision, 1365.-Expenditure
on State Timber Seasoning Works,
Newport,1365. (See also" State Forests
Loan Application Bill.")
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bilt-Introduction and first reading,' 803; second
reading, 877, 1105; Committee, 1112;
third reading, 1112.-Statement in
debate, 1208, 1209.
Fraser, Mr. A. J. (Grant).
Business of the House-Order of business,
552.
Country Roads (Amendment> Bill, 1199.
Country
Roads
Board - Repairs
at
Werribee South, 945.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected to, 696.
Departmental Expenditure-Communications to members, 237.
Education Department-Laverton school
building, 564.
Estimates-Annual, 554, 557, 564, 568, 580,
584, 586, 590; Supplementary, 940.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1309.
Geelong Old Folk's Home, 586.
Geelong Waterworks
and Sewerage
(Amendment> Bill, 2530.
Government Departments-Communications to members, 237; use of Stateowned cars, 695, 706; allotment of cars,
758.
Housing-Emergency accommodation, 580.
Housing Commission-Conditions at Norlane, 695, 943, 1284; rents, 943; shopping
facilities, 943, 1284; acquisition of land,
943.

Fraser, Mr. A. J.-continued.
Kyneton District Hospital-Production 01
departmental file, 1720; investigation o!
allegations, 1721.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1227.
Law Department-Appointment of justices
of the peace, 693.
Legislative Council Elections-Number of
non-voters, 1844; penalties, 1844.
Local Government Bill, 1387.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 327, 365, 368, 370.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Cost of and collections from
"honesty boxes," 1287; administration,
1458.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill, 288.
Members' Dining Room-Supply of margarine, 1775.
Members of Parliament-Railway passes,
568.
Motor Car (Amendment> Bill, 1836.
Motor Omnibus Services-Fare increases.
693; issue of tickets, 693.
Municipalities-Maintenance of roads, 584.
Personal
Explanations-Statement
in
debate, 568; pairs in divisions, 1866.
Points of Order-Statements in debate, 686.
693.
Police
Department-Issue of
motor
driver's licence to disabled returned
soldier, 557, 944; powers of Chief
Commissioner, 944.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2512.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 1224.
Primary Industry-Increased production,
697.
Public Accounts Committee-Reconstitution, 940.
Railway
Department - Engine
spark
arresters, 696; diesel-electric locomotives,
945.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2854,
2855.
Road Accidents--Speed limits, 554, 697.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct, 2763, 2770, 2855.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Chaldon
Meade estate, Clarkefield, 694; trading
activities, 694, 705, 757; settlement in
Nerrin Nerrin district, 758.
State Accident Insurance Office-Rebates,
945.
State
Instrumentalities-Purchase
of
bUildings, 872, 914.
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Fraser, Mr. A. J.-continued.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Urban irrigation schemes, 590, 697;
Eildon weir extension, 940; Werribee
flood damage, 941.
Supply, 692, 1458.
Unemployment, 945.
Want of Confidence in Hollway Ministry,
2853.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 216.
Free Medicine Scheme, CommonwealthReimbursement of chemists, 825.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first r,eading, 3; second
reading, 56, 134; Committee, 137;
remaining stages, 137.
Fulton, Mr. W. O. (Gippsland North).
Aged Persons-Hostels, 1179.
Agriculture
Department - Milk
shop
licences, 2059.
Business of the House-Order of business,
2782.
Education
Department-Pascoe
Vale
State School, 2059.
Footscray and District Hospital-Expenditure, 1796.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill, 137.
Hairdressers Registration (Amendment)
Bill, 1555, 1828, 1831.
Health, Department of-Grants to Bush
Nursing hospitals, 242; soap preparations, 459; captive-bolt pistol, 459, 497;
.. Lotus Lodge," Rosebud, 540; contracts
for supply of capital goods, 540;
slaughtered bobby calves, 2008.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 1554, 1827,
2055.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
36.
Hospital Benefits Bill, 2395, 2478, 2487,
2488.
Hospitals and Chari ties CommissionHospital administrators, 497; construction work at institutions, 781, 1554;
Commission members, 1631; imported
prefabricated buildings, 2684.
Kyneton District Hospital-Dismissal of
doctor, 80; production of files, 1678, 1719,
1720, 1799; investigation of allegations,
1850.
Mental Hygiene Branch-Insulin shock
treatment, 974.
Milk Supply-Supervision of bottling, 243;
shop licences, 2059.

Fulton, Mr. W. O.-con"tin1ted.
Privilege-Complaint;
Allegations
of
improper conduct, 2287, 2292:
Public Hospitals-Training of nurses,
1179, 1554; shortage of beds, 1554; bed
accommodation at Geelong, 2058.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 803.
Registration of Births Deaths and
Marriages Bill, 1116.
Road Accidents-Hospital beds for casualties, 914.
St. Vincent's Hospital-Casualty department conditions, 496, 541.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1526.
Workers Compensation Bill, 45.
Funeral Benefit Associations.-Protection of
contributors, 869, 871, 933, (qn.) 1180.
1206, 1210, 1431, 1435, 1436, 1445, 1495.-·
Validity of legislation, 933, 960.-Application of Benefit Associations Act, (qn.)
975.-Winding-up orders, (qn.) 975.Reports On investigations. (qn.> 975.Policy with Temperance and General
Mutual Life Assurance Society Ltd.,
960, 988.-Control of funds, 988.-Public
inquiry into operations, 1013, 1207, 1210.
-Names and addresses of directors,
(qn,) 1095.-All-party committee appointed, 1243.-Motion for adjournment
of House to discuss associations, 1407;
ruled out of order, 1409.-Proposed
Select Committee, 1495.-Collection of
subscriptions, (qn,) 2394.
Funerals-State contracts with undertakers,
(qn,) 976, 1003.-Charges by' undertakers,
2390,
2393.-Regulation of
prices, (qn,) 2474.

G.
Galvin, Mr. L. W. (Bendigo).
Barley Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 2373.
Bendigo Medical Services, 1684.
Bendigo Rotary Club Youth CampGovernment grant, 572.
Benefit Associations Act-Funeral benefit
schemes, 1180; all-party committee,
1244; adjournment motion, 1409.
Betting Taxation-Departmental report on
winning bets tax, 282.
Bookmake'rs Bill, 2407.
Budget, 1679.
Business Investigations Act-Inquiries,
1010.
Business of the House-Order of business,
548, 2566, 2784.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Galvin, Mr. L. W.-continued.
Butter--.Production, consumption and export, 1407.
Children's Welfare Department-Incarceration of two girls in Pentridge gaol,
1683, 1799, 1803, 1844, 1891, 1894.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 1128.
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2294, 2625.
Debate-Withdrawal of statements objected to, 693, 1220.
Decentralization-Country industries, 2593,
2594.
Essendon Land (Amendment) Bill, 2685.
Estimates-Annual, 572, 598.-Supplementary, 1004.
Food Production, 672.
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bill, 1105,
1112.
Funeral
Benefit
Associations - Contributors, 1180.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1261, 1303, 1305.
Health,
Department
of - Regulations
covering manufacture of meat pies,
1426; shortage of doctors in Bendigo,
1684.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2053.
Horse Racing-Totalizator payments, 1687;
payments to Treasury by racing clubs,
1687;
off-the-course betting, 1687;
stewards' inquiries, 1688.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Construction work at institutions, 780.
Inland Meat Authority-Bendigo works,
1009.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 1864, 1865.
Labour Party-Country Party agreement,
1938.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, 465.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1202, 1203, 1236.
Land Surveyors Bill, 1049.
Land Tax-Uniform valuations, 1427.
Land Tax Bill, 2206.
Local Government Bill, 1245.
Margarine-Production quota for manufacture, 1406.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 307, 314, 358, 360, 364,
367.
Meat Pies, 1426.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Migrant traffic staff employees,
1553; overseas recruitment of staff, IP40.

Galvin, Mr. L. W.-continued.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire ~rigades Payments) Bill, 2041.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill, 468.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment Bill, 2693, 2695.
Mines (Amendment) Bill, 1187.
Penal Department--Report of Inspector
General of Penal Establishments, 1684.
Personal Explanations-Pamphlet concerning Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing
Board Select Committee, 186; statements in debate, 828, 1410; pairs in
divisions, 1866; press report of debate,
2794.
Points of Order-Statements in debate"
124, 696, 1309, 1503, 1570, 1571, 1572;
objecting to extension .of time for member to 'continue his speech, 696; relevancy of amendment, 1251; omission of
word "unfortunately" from motion"
1803; discussing matters 8u,b judice7 1806;
citing documents not before the House,
2270; Minister using offensive words
against
Legislative
Council,
2734;
speakers to Ministerial statement submitted by leave, 2765.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 1212.
Police Offences
2519, 2524.

(Firearms)

Bill, 2515..

Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 1218, 1221.
Primary Industries-Labour, 1423.
Privilege - Complaint:
Allegations .of
improper conduct, 2186, 2187, 2258,
2260, 2287; submission that Speaker
should leave the Chair during debate
-of motion, 2258, 2260.
Railway Department-Order for " N "
class locomotives, 79; complaints -re
delayed consignments, 598; suburban
electric railway carriages, 977; contract
for equipment, 1096; batching camps
at Bendigo, 1243.
Redistribution of Assembly seats, 1689,
1936, 1938, 1939, 1940, 1942, 2589, 2593.
2594, 2818, 2819.
Royal Commission on Allegations .of
Improper Conduct-Attendance of members of Assembly and officers of Parliament,2397.
Rural Finance Corporation-Single-unit
farms, 1686.

INDEX.

Galvin, Mr. L. W.~-continued.
i;oldier Settlement Commission-Provision
of loan funds, 793, 795; Government
allocation, 1685; trading profits, 1686;
single-unit farms, 1686; Heytesbury
forest settlement, 1686.
State Electricity Commission-Equipment,
671;
financial
commitments, 1679;
;appointment of Bendigo traffic inspector,
2169.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2107.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Works programme, 671; flooding
of Barwon river, 1008; Hume weir,
extension, 1128.
Supply, 670, 1422, 2589; action of Legislative Council on Supply Bill, 2818.
Totalizator (Amen,dment) Bill, 2177.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1383, 1519.
Want
of
Confidence-In
McDonald
Ministry, 1936; in Hollway Ministry,
2818.
Water Bill, 1557, 1586, 1590,2294.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 299.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Gas price increases, 644, 690, 1648, 1731, 1734.Position of gas undertakings acquired,
650, 676, 1731.-Production of brown
coal gas at Morwell, 645.-Explosions in
gas mains, 702.-Price and maintenance
costs of gas meters, (qnJ 1494.-Report
of chairman, 1638.-Audit charges, 1649.
-Equipment purchases, (qns.) 2169,
2395, 2473.-Imposition of service charge,
(qnJ 2394.
(See also "Town Hall
Hotel, Melbourne.")
Geelong Harbor Trust (Amendment) BillReceived from Council and first reading,
418; second reading, 462, 475; remaining stages, 479.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) BillIntroduction and first reading, 1244;
second reading, 1260; appropriation
resolution, 1288; amendment to secondreading motion, 1300; amendment negatived, 1313; Bill passed through remaining stages, 1313.
Geelong
Waterworks
and
Sewerage
(Amendment) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 2395; second reading, 2437,
2528; remaining stages, 2530.
Girl Guides Association-Government grant,
1713.

Girl Guides Association Bill-Introdtidion
and first reading, 2294; treated as public
Bill, 2373; second reading, 2373, 2526;
remaining stages, 2528.
Government Buildings-Insurance cover,
1649.
Government Cool Stores-Extensions, (qn.)
779, 985.
Government Funds-Motion for adjournment of House, 616; subject discussed,
625; motion negatived, 637.
Government Printing Office-Expenditure
on departmental publications, 583.Cost of paper and materials, 805.
Government, The. (See" Ministry.")
Government Tourist Bureau. (See" Railway Department--Government Tourist

Bureau.")
Governor, His Excellency General Sir
Regina1d Alexander Dallas Brooks,
K.C.B., K.C.M.G., D.S.O., K.St.J.-Motion
for adoption of Address-in-Reply to
Speech on opening of Parliament, 36;
seconded, 38; debated, 402; Address-inReply adopted, 418; presentation to
His Excellency, 539.-Address to His
Excellency requesting transmission of
Addresses re death of King George VI.
and accession of Queen Elizabeth II.,
614.
Greater Melbourne Council-Plan of Municipal Association of Victoria, 1948.
Guye, Mr. E. F. (Polwarth).
Associated Pulp and Paper Mills Ltd.Gellibrand mill, 584.
Budget, 1772.
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2297, 2625.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill; 1198.
Country Roads Board-Hordern ValeApollo Bay road, 1841; position of timber
workers, 1842.
Estimates-Annual, 584, 596.-Supplementary, 880.
Flooding of Lake at Colac, 2055.
Flood Relief-Financial assistance by
Commonwealth Government, 782, 881.
Housing Commission-Eviction of tenants,
975.
Price Control-Potatoes, 1773.
Public Works Department-Gl"ants for
swimming pools, 1678.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Guye, Mr. E. F.--continued.
Railway Department-Port Fairy service,
596; maintenance of boundary fences,
880; deficit, 1772; spur line at Winchelsea, 1772.
River Improvement Trusts, 780, 882.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Heytesbury forest area, 1774.
State Electricity Commission-Connections
in rural areas, 2253.
Transport Act-Activities of Co-ordinator
of Transport, 974; Trans-Otway bus
service, 1012.
Water Bill, 1581.

H.
Hairdressers Registration
(Amendment)
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
1555; second reading, 1828,2044; remaining stages, 2047.
Hayes, Mr. Thomas (Melbourne).
Budget, 1704.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Interest
rates, 1709.
Co-{)perative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 1886.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill, 1155.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected
to, 2833.
Estimates-Supplementary, 899.
Hairdressers Registration (Amendment)
Bill, 1831, 2044.
Housing Commission-Slum reclamation,
899; rents, 900.
Local Government Bill, 1273.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 337.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Administration, 1439; purchase
of hostels, 1440; hostel facilities, 1553;
statutory payments, 1708; appointment
of members, 1708; fare increases, 1709.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2019.
Privilege-Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2288.
State Electricity Commission-Increased
charges, 900; loan funds, 1706.
State Lottery, 1707, 1708.
Supply, 1439.
Totalizator-Deductions, 1707; payments
to racing clubs, 1707.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2191.
'Winning Bets Ta.."<, 1707.

Health.

(See

II

Education

Department-

MedicaZ and Dental Services" and" De-

partment ,of Health.")
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1554; second reading, 1827, 2050; remaining stages, 2055.
Health (Radiological Examinations) BillRestoration under temporary Standing
Order 2640, 36; advanced to second reading, 36; second-reading debate, 52; Committee, 56; remaining stages, 56.
Hipworth, Colonel J. A. (Swan Hill).
Estimates-Supplementary Estimates for
1951-52, 956.
Health, Department of-Slaughtering of
bobby calves, 1286, 2008.
Law Department-Reporting of court proceedings, 33.
Licensing
Act-Hotel
accommodation,
2007.
Local Government Bill, 1294.
North-West MaBee Settlement Areas
Act-Administration, 781; compensation
payments, 957.
Public Debt, 956.
Public Service-Long-service leave, 33.
Railway Department-Stock trains, 958;
locomotives, 958.
State Electricity Commission-Disposal of
equipment, 1842.
State Instrumentalities-Dismissal and
engagement of employees, 826; employees engaged on capital works, 1022.
State Rivers and W:ater Supply Commission-Torrumbarry irrigation system,
957; river flooding, 957; constitution of
river improvement trusts, '2758.
Ho))way, Mr. T. T. (Ballarat).
Absence of the Clerk, 2794.
Business of the House-Order of business,
2771, 2773.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1150.
Liberal and Country Party-Parliamentary leadership, 458.
Ministry-Hollway Government, 2756.
Motor Car Act---'Convictions for offences,
2758.
Personal Explanation--Statements in affidavits, 2171.
Political Situation, 2863, 2864.
Privilege-Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2266.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 1894,
2605, 2798, 2801, 2802, ~~806.
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Hollway, Mr. T. T.-continued.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Bill, 1039, 1041, 1118.
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill, 199.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct, 2759, 2768.
Supply-Votes on account, 2605; action of
Legislative Council on Supply Bill, 2804.
Want of Confidence-In McDonald Ministry, 1893, 1894; in Hollway Ministry,
2797, 2801, 2802.
Wrongs (Contributory Negligence) Bill,
195.
Holmesglell Camp.

(See" Immigration.")

Holt, Mr. R. W. (Portland).
Address-in-Reply, 408.
Benefit Associations Act-Adjournment
motion, 1408.
Budget, 1653.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 1053,
1125.
Crown Proceedings Bill, 2625.
Education Department-Port Fairy Consolidated School, 1459.
Estimates-Annual, 591; Supplementary,
926.
Evidence Bill, 1121, 1867.
Flood Damage-Drainage schemes, 926.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1310.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
292.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1130, 1146,
1152.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 144,
149.
Labour Party-Country Party Agreement,
2837.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1232, 1239.
Land Tax, 1656.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill (No.2),
1052.
Loan Works Programme, 1657.
Maintenance (Amendment) Bill, 1404.
Motor Car Bill, 480.
Personal Explanation-Statement in debate, 2358.
Petrol Sales, 927.
Points of Order-Relevancy of amendment, 1253; questioning Chairman's
ruling, 1434; discussing matters sub
ju,dice, 1807; citing documents not
before the House, 2265, 2269.

Holt, Mr. R. W.-continued.
Police Offences (Amendment> Bill, 2408,
2436.
Potato Marketing Board-Administration,
591.
Price Control-Administration, 927; petroleum products, 2071, 2073.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 1212, 1215.
Privilege-Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2259, 2278, 2286, 2288;
submission that Speaker should leave
the Chair during debate of motion, 2259;
proposed Committee of Privilege, 2349.
Public Library, National Gallery and
Museums-Fire prevention system, 1351.
Railway Department-Increased freights
and fares, 1653.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 1956,
2836, 2837.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of members of Assembly and officers of Parliament, 2401, 2842.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Lack of
amenities at Woodhouse estate, 408;
expenditure from loan funds, 1629;
Mortat estate, 2841.
Solicitor-General Bill, 229.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2104.
Supply, 1459.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 2405, 2691.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill, 1240.
Trustee Bill, 2689.
Unemployment, 1654.
Uniform Taxation, 1655.
Want of Confidence-In McDonald Ministry, 1956; in Hollway Ministry, 2836.
Water Bill, 1582.
Workers Compensation Bill, 46, 50.
Wrongs (.contributory Negligence) Bill,
193, 194, 195.
Home Delivery of Commodities-Resumption of pre-war methods, 946, 947.Adoption of New South Wales system,
956, 1767. (See also" Bread.")
Horse Racing-" Closed door" inquiries by
stipendiary stewards, 1688. (See also
"Betting," "Bookmakers Bill," II Totalizator Act," and "Totalizator (Amendment) Bill.")
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Hospital Benefits-Agreement with Commonwealth Government, 1363.-Proposed Victorian scheme, 1698. (See also
.. Hospital Benefits Bill.")
Hospital Benefits Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 2395; second reading,
2478; debate adjourned, 2487.
HospitalsAcco'ln'l'lwdation-Shortage of beds, (qn.)
1554.---"'Conditions at Geelong, 2056, 2058.
Administ1"atoTs-Appointment, 495, 497,
2791.
Buildings-Recommendation of
permit
priorities, (qn.) 33.-Construction work
at institutions, (qn.) 780.-Building programme, (qn.) 1554. (See also" Trusteel
Corporation, &c.")
Bl{,8k
Nursing
Hospitals-Government
grants: Application from Skipton, 238,
242, 1454, 1460.~::'<'inance .for maintenance, 1362.
Eildon WeiT Project-Provision of temporary hospital, 705.
Finance-Commonwealth social service
contributions, 843.-Legality of hospital
charges, 1699, 1702. (See also "Hospital Benefits Bill.")
Footscray and District Hospital-Expendi-

ture, (qn.) 1796.
Nu,rses-Melbourne school for training of

nurses, 594.-Cost of training in public
hospitals, (qn.> 1179.-Employment of
male nurses, 1458.-Shortage in public
hospitals, (qn.) 1554.
Old Folk's Home, Geelong. (See" Aged
and Infirm Persons.")
Portland
HOS1Jital-Financial
position,
1658.
St. Vincent's Hospital-New casualty and
out-patients' block, 492, 496, (qn.) 540,
594.
(See also .. Kyneton District Hospital"
and "Road Accidents.")
Hospitals and Charities CommissionAdministTation and Finance-Buildings,
(qns.) 33, 780, 1554, 2684.-Government
grant, 804.-Distribution of moneys
allocated, (qn.) 1024.-Personnel of
Commission: Term of office, (qn.) 1631,
1699.-Payment to panel of architects,
1701.-Grants to metropOlitan hospitals,
(qnJ 2254. (See also "Hospitals.")
Hotels. (See" Landlord and Tenant Act"
and .. Licensing Act.")
House Committee-Appointed, 40.

HousingConstructional Engineering Pruducts Pty.

Ltd.---JCompany's activities, 420, 422.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Proposed

permanent building society, 848.Finance problem, 978.-Interest rates,
(qn."> 1126, 1447, 1709.-Registration of
new societies, 1366.-Government's liability under guarantee provisions, 1367.
-Increase of advance limit, 1367. (See
also "Co-operative Housing Societies
(Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill.")
Emergency

Accommodation-Conditions

at Lorimer-street, Port Melbourne, 1772.
Evictions-Number of orders under Landlord and Tenant Act, (qnJ 873, 893.Application by Sutex Limited, 893.Procedure in applications for orders,
894. (See also .. Housing Commission
-Evictions." )
Home Builders-Interest

rates, 677.--·
South Australian Government scheme,
677.-Delays in vacating rented properties, 895.-Lack of finance for
amenities, 1740.

Housing (Commonwealth and State Agreement) Act-Tabling of statements to

Commonwealth Treasurer, (qn.) 461.
Units-Transference
to
country centres, 851.
Shortages-Use of unoccupied Government houses, 580.-Conditions at Geelong, 978.

P1'efabricated

State

Instrumentalities-Accommodation

for occupants of purchased houses, (qn.)
541.-Activities, 663.
Housing CommissionAdministration-Sale of .. dwelling shops,"

(qn.> 80, 150.-Reports to Parliament,
(qn.) 461.-0verhead expenditure on
staffing, 664, 905.
Allocations-Provision for families, (qn,)
461, 580.
A menities-Cost of serviCing Commission
homes, (qn.) 1178.
Architects-Personnel and fees of panel
of architects, (qn.) 1494, 1771.
Ballots-Review of system, 1771.
Building OpeTations-Number and cost of
houses completed, 661.-Types of homes
constructed, (qn.) 1178.-Budget statement on Commission's operations, 1366.
Contracts-New type of building contract,

(qn.) 281.-0verseas supplies of capital
goods, (qn.) 541.-Prices paid for brick
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Housing Commission-continued.
two-bedroomed types, (qn.) 1178.Financial arrangements with contractors, (qn.) 2009.
Evictions-Number of tenants evicted,
(qnJ 975.-Ejection case at Sandringham, 2391, 2392.
Finance-Effect of loan cuts, 413.-Use
of State Savings Bank deposits to
finarice purchases, 662.
Land Dealings-Profits on sales of acquired properties, 663.-Acquisition of
vacant
blocks,
(qnsJ
827,
911,
1094.-Price of block at Coburg, 943.Release of allotments, (qnJ 1024.
Loan Works-Curtailment of programme,
413.-Reduction of buildings in country
areas, 417.
MateriaZs-8upplies by Merri Cement
Products Pty. Ltd., (qnJ 184, 402.
P1'e-fabricated Homes-Erection in country areas, 412.-Danger of introduction
of Continental wasps, 944.-Tenders for
houses at Natimuk, (qnJ 1844.
Rents-Comparison with South Australian
charges, 661.-Review of rents charged
by Commission, 900, 902, 943.-Life of
properties, 905, 1771.-Removal of price
controls, 948.-Compensation for lack
of amenities, 978.-Rent -collections,
1366.
Sales of Homes to Tenants--Valuation of
estates, 903, (qn.) 1178.-Applications
to purchase Seymour dwellings, (qnJ
1211.-Delays in negotiations, 2534.Official procedure, 2535.
Shopping FaciUties-Norlane Estate, Geelong, 695, 943, 1284, 1286.
Slum Abolition-Use of loan funds, 663.Demolition and repair of condemned and
sub-standard properties, 687, 1013, (qnJ
1094.-Completion of North Melbourne
undertaking, 900.-Inspection of conditions in Collingwood, 959.-Enforcement
of repair orders, (qnJ 1127.~ort Melbourne and South Melbourne schemes,
(qn.) 1242.-Financial provision, 1366.
-Prahran City Council: Multi-purpose
fiats scheme, 1664.
Hyland, Sir Herbert (Gippsland South>'
Boarding and Apartment Houses, 460.
Chandler Highway-Maintenance, 1320.
Closure Motion, 552, 2863.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected to, 622.

Hyland, Sir Herbert-continued.
Education
Department-Prefabricated
class-rooms, 422; shifts in schools, 1287;
school accommodation, 1405; special
loans, 1405.
Estimates-Annual, 565; Supplementary,
883.
Funerals-Suggested
regulation
of
charges, 2474.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Amendment> Bill,
418, 462.
Government Tourist Bureau-Meeting of
overseas vessels, 185.
Housing Commission-Shopping facilities
at Norlane, 1286.
Latrobe River Improvement Trust, 883.
Local Government <Imported Houses)
Bill, 209, 210.
Local Government (Warrnambool) Bill,
461, 471.
Melbourne and MetropoHtan Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 80, 82.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tr.amways
Board-" Honesty boxes," 1287; hostel
facilities, 1553; migrant traffic staff employees, 1553.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 1377,
1512, 2039.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill, 133, 187.
Metropolitan Omnibus Services-Issue of
tickets, 1407; breaches of regulations,
·1407.
Motor Cars-Insurance, 565; tires, 2009;
petrol, 2066.
Oil and Fuel Supplies-Commonwealth
Royal Commission report, 2060; competitive companies, 2066, 2068.
Points of Order-Statements in debate,
690, 691, 2041; Chairman's ruling referred to Speaker, 1434; scope of debate
on motion fixing time f.or meeting of
House, 2732.
Price
Control - Boardinghouses
and
apartment houses, 460; comprehensive
car insurance, 565; reduction of price of
motor tires, 2009; petroleum· products,
2066, 2068, 2256; staff employed, 2394.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 802, 828, 832.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 36.
Radio Broadcast-" The Strangler," 1603.
Railway Department-Adelaide-Mel,bourne
service, 34; order for "N" class locomotives, 79, 184, 542; Government
Tourist Bureau, 185; contracts for capital goods, 282; Tallarook station and
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Hyland, Sir Herbert-continued.
shunting yards, 540; trucks from South
Australia, 542; accommodation for
prams on Eltham line, 780, 827; accidents at level crossings, 873; acquisition
of land for housing, 873, 910, 911; accountancy system, 884; operation costs,
885;
deficit,
885;
rolling
stock,
886; suburban services, 887; freight
rates, 887; suburban electric railway carriages, 977; contracts for
works and equipment, 1023; concessional
fares
for
railway
employees, 1023; cost of pre-cut houses,
1211; hostels, 1211; batching camps at
Bendigo, 1243; dismissal of employees,
2535; railway yard at Glenroy, 2563.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 35, 130.
State Coal Mine-Kirrak area pit, 1554.
State Electricity Commission-Charges to
consumers, 1603.
Transport Act-Activities of Co-ordinator
of Transport, 974.
Transport Regulation Board-Fees for
special permits, 779.
Woorayl (Unimproved Rating PolD Bill,
133, 188.
L

Immigration--Conditions
at
Holmesglen
camp, 939, 1419.-Detention of prohibited persons pending deportation,
(qnJ 1179.-Use of Nissen huts at
Yallourn camp, 1420.-Employment of
immigrants in primary production, 1731.
(See also" Melbourne and Metropolitan
Tramways Board-Staff," and" Railway
Department-Staff." )
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 1288; second reading, 1412,
1591; Committee, 1600, 2436; remaining
stages, 2437.
Improper Practices, Allegations of.
~ See
"Legislative Assembly-Privilege and
Royal Oommission.")

Inclustrial Conditions--Basic wage and
working week: Action by employers'
organizations, (qnJ 827, 998, 1445, 1749;
representation of Government at hearing, 890.-Effect of introduction of
40-hour week, 1444.-Production statistics, 1451.-Employment of industrial
officers, 1457. (See also" Employers and
Employees (Attachment of Wages)
Bill.")
Infant Welfare.
(See" Creches, Infant
Welfare, Kindergartens.")

Inland Meat Authority-Bendigo works:
Effect of operations of metropolitan
buyers, 1009.
Institute of Technology. (See II Education
Department-Technical Scheol8.")
Ireland, Mr. A. E. (Mernda).
Cement-Local production and distribution, 2475.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill, 1197.
Education Department-" Jennings" prefabricated school rooms, 2474.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing Board-Administration costs, 2059; licences, 2059;
payment of levies, 2059.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 340.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 196.
Railway Department-Government Tourist
Bureau, 185.
State Electricity Commission-Advances
by consumers, 760; interest on loans,
760; acquisition of undertakings, 2253;
reticulation in new areas, 2254.
J.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries BillAppropriation resolution and first reading, 81; second reading, 211, 292; third
reading, 294; Council's amendment, 483.
Justices (Amendment) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 803; second reading,
816, 1130; Committee, 1146; remaining
stages, 1155.
Justices
of
the
Peace-Appointment
methods, 693.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill-Received
from Council and restored under temporary Standing Order 264E, 58; second
reading, 58; Committee, 58, 141; third
reading, 149.

K.
Kerosene Heaters--Fire risk with unprotected appliances, 897.
King George VI., His Ma.jesty-Illness 36,
38.-Governor's message officially notifying the death of His Majesty King
George Vr., 609; motion expressing deep
sympathy with Royal F'amily in loss
suffered thereby, 610; agreed
612;
adjournment of House as mark of
respect, 614.-Receipt of message of
sympathy with Royal Family acknowledged, 616.-Acceptance by Queen
Elizabeth II. of bound record of Parliamentary proceedings, 1351.

to,

INDEX;

Knox, Sir George (Scoresby).
Commonwealth Payroll Tax, 566.
Estimates-Annual, 566.-Supplementary
Estimates for 1951-52, 888.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2427.
Railway Department-Level crossings,
888.
Trustee Bill, 2689.

Kyneton District Hospital-Dismissal of
doctor, (qn,) 80.-Requests for files,
(qns,) 1678, 1798.-Investigation of
allegations, 1693, 1713, 1721, 1725, 1733.
-Subject discussed on motion for adjournment of House, 1845.

L.
Land (Development Leases)
Bill-Introduction and first
second reading, 832, 1201,
through Committee, 1236;
ing, 1236.

Amendment
reading, 802;
1227; passed
third read-

Landlord and Tenant Act-Proposed amendment re rents, &c., 664, 1662, 1667, 2579.
-Position of hotels and milk bars, (qn.)
1632. (See also "Housing-Evictions,"
.. Metropolitan Fair Rents Board,"
.. Petitions," and "Rent Control.")
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill (N o. 1)Introduction and first reading, 419;
second reading, 464; remaining stages,
467.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill (No. 2)Introduction and first reading, 803;
second reading, 822, 1052; remaining
stages, 1053.
Lands Department-Ownership of holdings,
(qns,) 780, 911.-North-West Mallee
Settlement Areas Act: Administration,
(qn,) 781, 957.-Employment of science
graduates on vermin eradication, (qn.)
1629. (See also" Vermin and Noxious
Weeds.")
Land Surveyors Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 802; second reading, 809, 1042;
Commi ttee, 1051, 2385; third reading,
2389.
Land Tax.

(See "Taxation-Land Tax.")

Land Tax Bill-Resolution fixing rate of'
tax, agreed to, 2011; Bill introduced
and first reading, 2012; second reading,
2012, 2198; Committee, 2208; remaining
stages, 2209.

Land, Valuation of. (See" Municipalities.")
Law Department-Reporting of court proceedings, (qn,) 33.-Penalties imposed
by courts, 237, 243.-Compensation for
juryman injured in road accident, 555.Procedure in conduct of criminal prosecutions, 565.-Clemency plea for exserviceman, 701.-Issue of garnishee
orders, (qn.) 1243.-Increased penalties
for theft of cars, 1667.
(See also
" Business Investigations Act" and
"Poor Persons Legal Assistance Act.")
Lawson, The Hon. Sir Harry, Death ofResolution placing on record sorrow
at Sir Harry Lawson's death, and appreciation of his services, 753; adjournment of House as mark of respect, 756.
-Acknowledgment on behalf of family,
825.
Leases, Development.
(See "Land (Development Leases) Amendment Bill.")
Leave of Absence-Mr. T. P. Corrigan, 418.
-Mr. Buckingham, 761.-Mr. Oldham,
1495.
Leckie, Mr. R. J. (Evelyn).
Benefit Associations Act-Funds of funeral
benefit associations, 933.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 815.
Education Department-School accommodation, 906; pre-fabricated buildings,
907.
Estimates-Supplementary, 906, 933.
Evidence Bill, 1868.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill, 134,
137.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 820, 1143.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 146, 148.
Land Tax Bill, 2205.
Local Government Bill, 1313.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 316, 356, 366, 368, 369,
370.
Melbourne City Council-Parking in city
streets, 1428.
Motor Car Act-Regulations, 908; timber
jinkers, 908; court evidence of traffic
police, 909; traffic control, 909.
Pleuro-pneumonia in Ca'ttle-Outbreak in
Victoria, 2389.
Point of Order-Citing documents not
before the House, 2266.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2501,
2523.
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Leckie, Mr. R. J.-continued.
Privilege-Proposed Committee of Privilege, 2351.
Public Service-Ex gratia payments to
female ex-members, 185.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2817.
Rural Finance Corporation-Loans, 1798.
Solicitor-General Bill, 225, 234.
Supply, 1428.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2718.
Want of Confidence in Hollway Ministry,
2817.
Workers Compensation Bill, 44.
Leggatt, Colonel W. W. (Mornington).
Electoral Districts-Areas and numbers
of electors, 2564.
Estimates, 557, 558.
Health (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
56.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1145, 1146,
1153.
Kyneton District Hospital-Dismissal of
doctor, 80.
Lands (Chari,table Trusts) Bill, 467.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 485.
Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill, 206.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill, 467.
Motor Car Bill, 480.
Penal Department-Conditions in penal
establishments, 557.
Point of Order-Statement in debate, 114.
Police Department-M0'rnington Police
College at Sutton Grange," 558.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2417.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2495,
2514.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Bill, 1036, 1113, 1117.
Solicitor-General Bill, 227, 235.
State Electricity Commission-Liability
to municipal rating, 79; repairs to electrical equipment sold, 914.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1517, 1528.
Water Bill, 1585.
Weights and Measures (Amendment) Bill,
1187.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 216.
Workers Compensation Bill, 41, 46, 47.
Wrongs (Contributory Negligence) Bill,
194.
Ie

Legislative AssemblyClerk-Abs·ence, 2794.
Leader 0/ the Opposition-Appointment,

1022, 2756.
Mace-Return of original mace lent to

Commonwealth Parliament, 761.
Press

Representatives-Members'

com-

plaints, 2257.
improper practices:
Personal explanations r6 affidavits, 2170,
2171, 2172.-Questions of parliamentary
privilege raised, 2181, 2340.-Motion
that allegations "be referred immediately to a Select Committee of this
House," 2182, 2258; presiding officer
during debate, 2258; motion negatived,
2293.-Motion for appointment of Committee of Privilege, 2343; motion ruled
out of order, 2354.
Royal Commission-Government's advice
to His Excellency the Governor to
appOint Royal Commission to inquire
into allegations of improper practices,
2261.-Motion to enable members of
Assembly and officers of Parliament to
attend Royal Commission, 2396; debated,
2396; agreed to, 2403.-Announcement
of adjournment of Royal Commi-ssion
sine die, 2759; subject debated, 2759;
personal explanations, 2765, 2770.-Further references to Royal CommiSSion,
2842, 2853.
(See also
Business of the House,"
Electoral," "Members," and "Ministry.")
Legislative CouncilAbolition-....-;Proposed referendum legislation, 553.
Supply--Power of Council to withold,
2795, 2818.
Triennial Elections-Support of Communist candidates, 931, 995.-Number
of non-voters, (qn.) 1844; penalties,
(qnJ 1844.-Analysis of party voting,
994, 1005.-Adult franchise, 2840. (See
also " The Constitution (Legislative
Council) Bill.")
Privilege-Alleged

Ie

Ie

Lemmon, Mr. John (Williamstown).
Education-Commonwealth
Government
scholarship scheme, 1797.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill, 135.
Land Surveyors Bill, 1047.
Miners'. Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment Bill, 2695.
Personal Explanation-Press statement,
2256.

INDBX.

Lemmon, Mr. John-continu,ed.
Points of Order-Member discussing Bill
not before, the House, 555; relevancy
of amendment, 1251; production of departmental file, 1719; direct pecuniary
interest of member in question before
the House, 2272; relevancy of matters
mentioned in support of motion fixing
time for meeting of House, 2732.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2408.
PrivHege-Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2188, 2273; proposed
Committee of Privilege, 2353.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of memb~J:'s of Assembly and officers of Parliament, 2396, 2401.
Statute Law Revision Bill, 141.
Workers Compensation Bill, 50.
Libera.l and Country Party-Parliamentary
leader, 458.
Library Committee-Appointed, 40.
Licensing Act-Accommodation in hotels,
(qn.) 782, 857, (qn.) 2007.-Amenities
for travelling public, 857.-Accommodation at Town Hall Hotel, Melbourne,
(qn.) 977.-Activities of brewing company, 1601.-Court judgment on application for groc'er's licence, (qnJ 1632,
1711.-Receipts from increased licence
percentage fee, 1659.-AboHtion of 10'cal
.option polls, 1711.-Licences Reduction
Board: Hotels and population, (qnJ
1845; preparation of annual reports,
(qnJ 2563.-Facilities fur supply of
liquor at Kardinia Park, Geelong, 1960.
-Country licensing districts, (qnJ
2007.-Metropolitan licensing districts,
(qn.) 2007. (See also "Olympic Games,
1956.")
Licensing (Mildura) Bill-Received from
Council and first reading, 418; second
reading, 418, 485; remaining stages, 492.
Lind, Sir Albert (Gippsland East).
Associated Pulp and Paper Mills Ltd.Gellibrand mill, 584.
Barwon River Floods-Proposed remedial
measures, 871.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 1890.
Country Roads (Amendment> ~ill, 803.
Death-The Hon. Sir Harry Lawson, 755.
Departmental Expenditure-Communications to members, 242.

Lind, Sir Albert-continued.
Education Department-Dandenong West
State School, 2305.
Elster Creek, Elwood-Compensation for
flood damage, 1161, 1210.
Essendon Land (Amendment) Bill, 2565,
2685, 2686, 2687.
Estimates, 584.
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bill, 803,
877, 1112.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 802, 832, 1136.
Land Holdings-Form of ownership, 780.
Land Surveyors Bill, 803, 809, 1051, 2385.
2386, 2387, 2389.
Lands Department-Destruction of rabbits, 1629.
Loan Funds-Allocation and expenditure,
2304.
.
Meat Industry-Export pri'ces, 1210.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bi1l~ 400.
North-West Mallee Settlement Areas Act
-Administration, 781.
North-West Mallee Settlement Areas Bill,
2564.
Penal Department-Langi Kal Kal training centre, 2304.
Pleuro-pneumonia in Cattle-Outbreak in
Victoria, 2392.
Points of Order-Statements in debate,
693, 1220.
Police Department-Station residence at
Heathcote, 2535.
Railway Department-Restoration of services, 871.
Soldier Settlement Commission--Fulham
estate, 33, 63, 708; trading activities,
757; payments to Consolidated Revenue,
757; settlement in Nerrin Nerrin district, 758; provision of loan funds, 799,
801; purchase of blocks allocated, 977;
purchase of properties, 1024; eradication
of rabbits, 1629; expenditure from loan
funds, 1629; properties acquired, 2163;
settlement and expenditure, 2163; case
of settler in Hamilton district, 2535.
State Forests Loan Application Bill, 2293,
2375.
Teaching Service (Amendment> Bill, 803,
867, 868, 1201.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2293, 2355, 2359.
Wirth's Park-Use of site for cultural
centre, 973.
Loan Funds-Borrowing from International
Bank of Reconstruction and Development, 655, 845.-Publication of interest
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Loan Funds-continued.
rates, 673.-Personal explanation re
press statement,
756.
(See
also
.. Government Funds.")
Loan Programme-Allocations to Departments, (qn.) 185, 682, 1639, (qn.) 2162.Ministerial statement re financial position of State, 762.-Priorities for application of dollar loan, 845.-Expenditure
on new works, (qn.) 1126.-Loan money
for State works under Commonwealth
and States Financial Agreement, (qn.)
1127, 1368, 1736.-Budget statements,
1367, 1639.-Funding of deficit out of
loan allocation, 1650.-Priority of State
works, 1657.-Guarantee of annual provision for major projects, 1764. (See
also
.~ Australian
Loan
Council,"
.. Government Funds," .. State Electricity Commission-Kiewa Hydro-Electric Scheme," and .. State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission-Administration and Finance, and Eildon Weir.")
Local Government. (See" Municipalities.")
Local Government Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 802; motion for second
reading, 1096, 1244, 1266, 1288; amendment, 1295; second-reading motion and
amendment debated, 1313, 1383; amendment negatived, 1399; Bill read second
time, 1399; Committee, 1399; progress
reported, 1399.
Local Government (Imported Houses) BillReceived from Council and restored
under temporary Standing Order 264E,
58; advanced to second reading, 58;
second reading debate, 200; Committee,
210; remaining stages, 210.
Local Government (\VarrnambooJ) BillReceived from Council and first reading, 461; treated as public Bill, 471;
second reading, 471; remaining stages,
474.
Lottery, State-Establishment to assist hospitals, 657, 1708.-Personal explanation
re press statement, 2256.
"Lotus Lodge," Rosebud. (See" Aged and
Infirm Persons-Accommodation" and
.. Department of Health.")
M.

Mack, Mr. R. W. (Warrnambool).
Address-in-Reply, 405.
Benefit Associations
Act-Winding-up
orders, 975.
Forests (Exchange of Lands) Bill-Statement in debate, 1208.

Mack, Mr. R. W;-continued.
Funeral Benefit Associations-PositiOn of
contributors, 869.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 833.
Lands Department--Destruction of rab·
bits, 1629.
Local Government (Warrnambool) Bill,
472.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2507.
Prices Branch-Staff employed, 2394.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese)
Bill, 832, 1216.
Railway Department-Staff shortage, 405;
long-service leave provisions, 406.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Provision
of loan funds, 797, 798, 799.
State Accident Insurance Office-Motor
vehicle insurance business, 705 .
Maintenance (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1288; second
reading, 1399; debate adjourned, 1404.
Maltby, Sir Thomas (Barwon).
Address-in-Reply, 404.
Aged Persons-Home at Geelong, 404.
Education Department-Country needs,
2588.
Estimates-Annual, 558, 585.
Fisheries and Game Department-Confiscation of firearms, 2588.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Amendment> Bill.
475.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1303.
Geelong Old Folk's Home, 585.
Geelong
Waterworks
and
Sewerage
(Amendment) Bill, 2529.
Geelong Waterworks and Sewerage Trust
-Water supply, 404.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2052.
Literature - Objectionable publications,
2587.
Motor Vehicles-Ban on motor horns, 558.
Point of Order-Suspension of Standing
Orders, 1721.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2509 .
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 83.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct, 2770.
State Electricity Commission-Country
services, 2589.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Geelong sewerage services, 404;
South Barwon river improvement trust,
2758 .
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Maltby, Sir Thomas-continued.
Statute Law Revision Bill, 402.
Supply, 2587.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2722.
Tuberculosis-Hospital
accommodation,
405.
Workers Compensation Bill, 402.
l\Iargarine-Production quota for manufacture, (qn.) 1406; use in Parliament
House dining room, 1775.
Marketing of Primary Products ActConsumers' Committee: Personnel and
Reports, (qn.) 874, 891, (qn.) 976.
Markt~ting

of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 81; second reading, 127, 304;
Committee, 351; remaining stages, 371.

l\'Iaterials Procurement Directorate-Production of cement and light-gauge steel,
(qns.) 80, 781.-Price of imported
cement, (qn.) 461.-Staff and office
accommodation, (qn.) 2394. (See also
II Building
Directorate,"
" Building
Operations and Building Materials
Control Bill," " Cement" and" Imported
Materials Loan and Application (Amendment) Bill.")
McDonald, Mr. J. G. B. (Shepparton).
Absence of the Clerk, 2794.
Aged Persons-Accommodation, 708.
Agriculture Department-Budget statement, 1364.
Appropriation Bill, 599.
Australian Loan Council--Loan allocations to Victoria, 2254.
Basic Wage and Working Week-Action
by employers' organizations, 827.
Betting-Departmental report on winningbets tax, 283; off-the-course betting,
540.
Budget, 1353.
Bush Fire Damage--Budget statement,
1364; assessment of losses, 1495.
Bush
Nursing
Hospitals-Government
grant, 1362.
Business of the House-Order of business,
550, 1894, 2565, 2566, 2771.
Children's
Welfare
Department-Increased payments to foster parents,
1360, 2570; incarceration of two children
in gaol, 1818, 1819.

McDonald, Mr. J. G. B.-continued.
Close of Sessional Period, 599.
Commonwealth Pay-roll Tax, 2570.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 702.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3>, 1461.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2625.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Interest
rates, 1126; Budget statement, 1366.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities> Bill, 1512, 1555.
Crown Employees-Long-service leave,
460.
Deaf Persons-Government provision for
oral education, 1360.
Deaths-Mr. T. P. Corrigan, M.L.A., 614,
616; the Hon. Sir Harry Lawson, 753,
756.
Debate-Withdrawal of words objected to,
787, 2734.
Decentralization-New cities in coun.try
areas, 184; Budget statement, 1366;
national defence preparations, 2394.
Distinguished Visitors-The Right Hon.
R. K. Law, the Right Hon. D. R. Grenfell, and Mr . Joseph Grimond, 461.
Education
Department~ost-of-living
adjustments,
642,
2570;
additional
expenditure, 805; Budget statement,
1359; Dandenong West State School,
1960; transport of country pupils, 2570;
endowm'ents and grants, 2570; Government expenditure, 2600.
Estimates-Supplementary, 762, 804.
Explosion at Town Hall Hotel, Melbourne
-Compensation for damage, 760.
Financial Agreement-Loan money for
State works, 1127.
Firewood-Increased costs, 805.
Flood Damage-Financial assistance by
Commonwealth Government, 782; Budget statement, 1364.
Forests Commission-Additional expenditure, 805; Budget statement, 1365; production of sawmilling timbers, 2570.
Funeral Benefit Associations, 1496.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Household
gas meters, 1494; purchase of equipment, 2170, 2395, 2473; imposition of
service charge, 2394.
Geelong Harbor Trust (Financial) Bill,
1244, 1307.
Geelong Old Folk's Home-Government
financial assistance, 1209.
Government Departments-Allotment of
State-owned motor cars, 759.
Government Funds-Adjournment motion,
625, 628.
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McDonald, Mr. J. G. B.-contin'ued.
Government Printer-Increased costs, 805.
Health, Department of-Budget statement, 136l.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Increased maintenance costs of hospitals,
804; distribution of moneys allocated,
1024; Budget statement, 1363.
Housing Commission-Budget statement,
1366; case of ejected family, 2392; purchase of homes by tenants, 2535.
Housing (Commonwealth and State Agreement) Act, 461.
Income Tax-Restoration of State's taxing rights: Budget statement, 1368.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
81, 294.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 148.
King George Vl.-Death of, 610.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation
of allegations, 1855, 1857.
Labour Party-Country Party Agreement,
1934, 2766, 2767.
Land Holdings, 911.
Land Tax-Assessment of Caulfield property, 828; valuation of East Malvern
properties, 1406.
Land Tax Bill, 2200.
Leader of the Opposition, 1022, 2756, 2757.
Loan Funds-Allocations to Departments,
185, 2162; expenditure on new works,
1126, 2162; Budget statement, 1367;
commitments, 2162.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 353, 354.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Statutory payments to Consolidated Revenue, 1357.
Mental Hygiene Branch-Expenditure,
805, 806, 2601.
Miners'
Phthisis
Allowances-Budget
statement, 1361; payments, 2570.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Bill, 1867.
Mines Department-Budget statement,
1367.
Ministerial
Statements - Government's
legislative proposals, 762; financial position of State, 762.
North-West Mallee Settlement Areas Bill,
2565.
Ownership of Land, 911.
Parliament-Resumption of session, 703.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2395, 2476.
Penal Department-Increased expenditure, 804.

McDonald, Mr. J. G. B.-contin1:6ed.
Personal Explanations-Press statement,
757; statements in affidavits, 2172;
Royal Commission on Allegations of
Improper Conduct, 2765; newspaper
report of debate, 2794.
Points of Order-Discussing matter sub
judice, 1807, 1808; the Speaker's call,
1900; statements in debate, 1906, 1933,
2797; citing documents not before the
House, 2268, 2269, 2271; direct pecuniary
interest of member in question before
the House, 2273.
Police Department-Increased expenditure, 805.
Political Situation, 1021, 2730, 2731, 2734,
2735, 2736, 2742, 2743, 2864.
Ports and Harbors Branch-Dredging
operations, 805.
Position of the Government, 1021.
Privilege--Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2183, 2184, 2260, 2285,
2286, 2288; submission that Speaker
should leave the Chair during debate
of motion, 2259; proposed Committee of
Privilege, 2347, 2352.
Public Education-Financial assistance
for non-Government schools, 760.
Public Service-Long-service leave, 33, 185.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill-Discharge of Order of the Day for second
reading, 1375, 1376.
Public Works-New projects, 1180; financial commitments, 1180.
Public
Works
Department-Increased
expenditure, 805.
Queen Elizabeth II.-Accession, 613.
Railway Accident and Fire Insurance
Fund-Geelong goods shed fire, 804.
Railway Department-Deficit, 804, 1359;
increased costs, 804; Budget statement,
1357.
Red Cross Blood Transfusion Service-Budget statement, 1362.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2595,
2602, 2766, 2767.
Retired Public Servants-Superannuation
and cost-of-living adjustments, 1351.
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill, 81, 104.
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill (No.2),
2395.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Notice of motion, 2354,
2355; attendance of members of Assembly and offkers of Parliament, 2396,
2399, 2402; jurisdiction of Commission,
2765, 2767.
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McDonald, Mr. J. G. B.-continued.
Rural Finance Corporation-Single-unit
farms, 1553; advances to settlers, 1553;
loans, 1798, 2340.
Soil
Conservation
Authority-Budget
statement, 1365; expenditure, 2570.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Provision
of loan funds, 787, 789; Budget statement, 1365.
State Coal Mine-Deficit, 1359.
State Instrumentalities-Purchase of properties, 541; accommodation of occupants of such properties, 541; dismissal
and engagement of employees, 826; employees engaged on capital works, 1022;
retirement of senior officers, 1288.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Additional expenditure, 806; Budget statement, 1365.
State Savings Bank-Employment of surplus funds, 780.
State Savings Bank (Commissioners) Bill,
80, 81.
Supply, 640, 1372, 2568, 2595; action of
Legislative Council on Supply Bill, 2795.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 2355, 2356.
Totalizator Receipts, 1356.
Trusteel Corporation of Australia and New
Zealand Pty. Ltd.-Directors and shareholders, 2475; contracts, 2475.
University of Melbourne-Government
grant, 1360.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Budget
statement, 1364.
Want of Confidence-In McDonald Ministry, 1894, 1901; in Hollway Ministry,
2790, 2794.
Water Bill, 1567, 1570, 1571, 1572.

l\icDonald, Mr. W. J. F. (Dundas).
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill, 1157.
Country Roads Board-Provision of funds,
667, 668; roads to Kiewa and Eildon
weir, 756.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1201, 1202, 1238.
Loan Funds-Allocation to municipalities,
667.
.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 304, 351, 353, 360, 363.
Personal
Explanation - Statement
in
debate, 670.
Point of Order-Statement in debate,
354.

McDonald, Mr. W. J. F.-continued.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Fulham
estate, 33, 59, 706; purchase of blocks
allocated, 977; properties acquired, 2162;
expenditure, 2162; case of settler in
Hamilton district, 2531.
State Electricity Commission-Purchase
of imported steel, 183; coal and
briquettes, 1028.
Supply, 667.
Transport Regulation Board-Revenue. 669.
Meat Industry.
(See" Department of
Health," "Health (Meat Supervision)
Bill," "Inland Meat Authority," and
"Primary Production.")
l\lelbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Rating for metropolitan projects, 589. tSee also .. Flood Relief"
and "Town and Country Planning.")
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Borrowing Powers)
BillIntroduction and first reading, 80;
second reading, 82, 196; remaining
stages, 199.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Planning) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 2294; second reading,
2379; debate adjourned, 2385.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
BoardAdministration-Suggested suspension 01
Board and recall of former chairman
1441, 1449, 1458.-Part time member~
ship of Board, 1709.
Fares-Proposed increases, 1439, 1666,
1693,1709.
Finance-Weekly sales of tickets, (qn.)
281.-Cost of and collections from
" honesty boxes," (qn.) 1287.-Statutory
payments, 1357, 1637, 1692, 1708.-·
Losses on operations, 1449, 1458.-Cost
of overseas trip for recruitment of staff,
1841. (See also " Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways (Fire Brigades Payments) Bill").
Hostels-Use of "Canterbury Mansions,"
(qn.) 542.-Disposal, 1440, 1450, 1457.Hostel facilities, (qn.) 1553.-Suggested
use for housing of aged people, 1664.
Services-Conveyance of prams, 861, 1209,
1210.-West Coburg line extension, 955.
-Heidelberg services, 1677.-Prosecution of drivers of Bourke-street buses,
1842.
Staff-Employment of migrants, (qn.)
1553, 1840.
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Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill-Appropriation resolution, 1377; introduction
and first reading, 1377; second reading,
1512, 2019; Committee, 2039; remaining
stages, 2044.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill-Introduction and first reading, 187; second reading, 400, 467; remaining stages, 471.
Melbourne Harbor Trust-Siting of oil
berths, 9837; proposed investigation,
984.-Harbor fees, 1638.
Melbourne Harbol' Trust Bill-Received
from Council and first reading, 133;
second reading, 187, 282; remaining
stages, 291.
lUembers-Departmental expenditure on
communications, 237, 242.
(See also
II Parliamentary
Contributory Retirement Fund Bill.")
Members, New-Introduced and sworn: Mr.
S. T. Corrigan, 614; Mr. H. R. Petty,
1893.
Mental HygieneA(lministration and Finance-Improvement in amenities, 594.-Financial provisions, 805, 806, 1361.-Survey of existing services, 1361.
Mentally

Retarded

Children-Assistance

by associations, 936.
Patients-Allowance for home treatment,
586.-Insulin shock treatment, (qn,) 974,
1015.
Staff~Case of Nurse R. Meaney, 420, 422,
929, 1677.
l\ierrifield, Mr. Samuel (Moonee Ponds).
Basic Wage-Increases, 1762.
Benefit Associations Act-Funeral benefit
associations, 987, 1436, 1504; adjournment motion, 1407, 1408, 1411.
Budget, 1761.
Building Materials-Cement and light
gauge steel, 80.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control Bill, 2728.
Education Department-Expenditure on
gardens and playing fields, 2758.
Essendon Land (Amendment) Bill, 2687.
Estimates-Annual, 556.-Supplementary,
987.
Flood Damage-Chelsea-Carrum area,
989, 990.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionGrants to metropolitan hospitals, 2254.

Merrifield, Mr. Samuel-continued.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment) Bill, 1597.
Land Surveyors Bill, 1042, 2385, 2386, 2387.
Land Tax Bill, 2204.
Licensing Act-Reports of Licences Reduction Board, 2563.
Loan
Funds-Interest
rates,
1761;
allocation to Departments, 1764.
Local Government Act-Subdivisions, 990.
Local Government Bill, 1266, 1396.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Town planning, 988, 990.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Planning) Bill, 2385.
Motor Car (Amendment> Bill, 1837.
Penal Department-Conditions in penal
establishments, 556; report of InspectorGeneral of Prisons, 988, 1763; prison
reform, 1763.
Points of Order-Relevancy of amendment, 1254; subject matter claimed to be
sub judice, 1408.

Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2432.
Privilege-Complaint:
Allegations
of
improper conduct, 2289.
Public Accounts Committee-Reconstitution, 1761.
State Electricity Commission-Finance
and accounts, 911; Kiewa hydroelectric scheme, 912; financial result of
operations, 1126.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2095, 2101.
Supply, 1436.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2722.
Town and Country Planning Act-Payment of compensation, 989.
Workers Compensation Bill, 43.
l\letropolitan Fair Rents Board-Request
for files, (qn,) 756.-Determination of
rents, (qn,) 756.-Applications for variation of rents, (qn,) 977.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board-Number
of fires attended, (qn,) 1630. (See also
"Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways (Fire Brigades Payments) Bill.")
Milk-Supervision of bottling for domestic
supply, 240, 243.-Sale in bottles at milk
bars, 849.-Declaration of Ballarat as
milk pasteurization area, 925.-Disposal
of adulterated milk, 1677.-Milk licences
for shops, 2056, 2059. (See also U Education
Department - Free
Mille
Scheme.")
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Mines (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 802; second reading, 874,
1187; remaining stages, 1196.
Mines Department-Development of mineral
resources, 1367.-Disused mine shafts,
1367.-Research into properties of
brown coal, 1367.
Miners' Phthisis-Allowance to sufferers,
642, 1374.-Budgetary increase, 136l.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances) Bill
-Introduction and first reading, 1867;
second reading, 2019, 2693; third reading, 2695.
Ministerial Statemellt--Government's legislative proposals: Financial position of
State, 762.
Ministry-Notice of motion of want of confidence in McDonald Ministry, 1893;
motion moved, 1894; debated, 1900;
negatived, 1960.-Council's amendment
to motion for second reading of Supply
Bill, 2730; discussion of motion for
adjournment of Assembly, 2730-2738.Request to Governor by Mr. McDonald
(Premier and Treasurer) for dissolution
of Assembly, 2742.-Personal explanation by member ?'e press statement, 2742.
-Governor's refusal to dissolve Assembly and decision to commission Mr.
Hollway (Ballarat) to form a Government, 2743.-Personnel of Hollway
Ministry announced, 2756.-Notice of
motion of want of confidence in Hollway Ministry, 2790; motion moved, 2794;
debated, 2797; motion for closure of debate agreed to, 2863; want-of-confidence
motion agreed to, 2863; consequential
advice to Governor, 2864.-Assembly
dissolved, 2864.

Mitchell, Mr. T. W. (Benambra).
Adoption of Children (Amendment) Bill,
1554, 1820, 1826.
Bristo Plastics-Investigation of affairs,
760.
Building Workers' Industrial Union-Issue
of notices, 63, 459.
Charitable Trusts Bill, 35.
Children's Welfare Department-Incarceration of two children in gaol, 1813.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 803, 812,
814, 816, 1124, 1125, 1126, 1528.
Crown Proceedings Bill-Report of Statute
Law Revision Committee, 2440.

Mitchell, Mr. T. W.-continued.
Evidence Bill, 803, 820, 1122, 1123.
Girl Guides Association Bill, 2294, 2373.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 803, 816, 1148,
1152, 1154.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 58, 141,
146, 149.
Landlord
and
Tenant Act-Eviction
orders, 873; hotels and milk bars, 1632.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, 419, 464.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill (No.2),
803, 822.
Law Department-Reporting of court proceedings, 33; garnishee orders, 1243.
Local Government Bill, 1271.
Maintenance (Amendment) Bill, 1288,
1399, 1404.
Metropolitan Fair Rents Board-Request
for files, 756; determination of rents,
756; applications for variations of rents,
977.
Public Trustee (Common Fund) Bill,
2565, 2684.
Solicitor-General Bill, 35,. 231, 236.
Statute Law Revision Bill, 35, 140, 141, 402.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Reports
presented: Charitable Trusts Bill, 400;
Motor Car Bill, 467; Crown Proceedings
Bill, 761; Transfer of Land Bill, 1949,
1353; Evidence Bill, 1407; supplementary
report on Transfer of Land Bill, 1949,
2340.-Appointment of Mr. Leckie, 1182.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 2355, 2403 ..
2405.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill, 804, 823.
Titles Office-Registration of transfers of
titles, 871.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2712.
Trustee Bill, 2476, 2688, 2689.
Wrongs (Contributory Negligence) Bill,
58, 194, 195.
Morton, Mr. Earnest (Ripon).
Aborigines-Privileges of citizenship, 2210.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 1888.
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2301.
Country Roads Board-Stawell Timber
Industries Pty. Ltd., 851.
Decentralization, 553.
Education Department-Repairs to Barkly
State School, 494;
accommodation
at Stawell and Ararat schools, 849, 1405;
teachers' residences, 850.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Morton, Mr. Earnest-continu.ed.
Estimates-Annual, 553, 568, 572, 597.Supplementary Estimates for 1951-52,
849.
Funeral Benefit Associations, 1511.
Housing Commission-Tenders for houses
at Natimuk, 1844.
Local Government Bill, 1390.
Members of Parliament-Railway passes.
568.
Penal Department-Langi Kal Kal training centre, 2254, 2303, 2858.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2508.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 93.
Railway Department-Adelaide-Melbourne
service, 34, 60; transport of wool, 597.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2607,
2857.
Skipton Bush Nursing Hospital·-Financial position, 1454, 1460.
Stawell Police Youth Club, 572.
Supply, 1454, 2607.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2720.
Transport Regulation Board-Fees for
special permits, 779.
Unemployment, 1455, 1456.
Want of Confidence in Hollway Ministry,
2857.
Water Bill, 1579.
Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill, 297.
Mr. G. C. (Murray Valley).
Barley Marketing (Amendment) Bill,
2294, 2370.
Butter-Production,
consumption, and
export, 1407.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 762, 806, 1130.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardRegulations, 761; administration costs,
licences, and payment of levies, 2059;
advertising, 2564.
Government Cool Stores-Extensions, 779.
Margarine-Production quota for manufacture, 1406.
Marketing of Primary Products ActConsumers' committees, 874; personnel
and administrative costs of Boards, 976.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 81, 127, 130, 351, 356, 363,
366, 369, 370.
Mines (Amendment) Bill, 802, 874.
Onions-Yields, prices, and sales, 1630.
Points of Order-Statements in debate,
346, 361

~Ioss,

Moss, Mr. G. C.-continued.
Potato Marketing Board-Shipment to
New Zealand, 1126; production and
marketing, 1843, 2340; disposal of crop,
1844,2340.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1244, 1382, 1528.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 81, 212, 215.

Motions for the Adjournment of the House
to enable honorable members to discuss
public questions-Government funds,
616.-S0Idier Settlement Commission,
783.-Benefit Associations Act, 1407;
motion ruled out of order, 1409.Children's Welfare Department: Incarceration of two children in gaol, 1799.
-Kyneton District Hospital: Investigation of allegations, 1845.-Petroleum
products: Regulation of prices, 2060.
Motor Cal' Act-Licence for incapacitated
ex-serviceman' at Bacchus Marsh, 557,
560.-Gazettal of new regulations, 908.
--Location of switch for tail lights, 908.
-·Regulation of timber jinkers, 908.Compulsory dimming of headlights,
955.-Basis of determination of registration fees, 980.-Receipts from transfer
fees, 1634.-Convictions for offences,
(qn.) 2758.
Motor Car (Amendment) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 1288; second reading,
1377, 1834; remaining stages, 1840.
~lotor

Car Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 36; second reading, 51, 479;
remaining stages, 482; Council's amendment, 599.

Motor Car Insurance-Policy of companies
on renewals, 1160, 2210, 2212.
(See
also" Price Control-Motor Car In8'l('rance Rates" and "State Motor Car
Insurance Office.")
Motor
Car
Registration-Affixing
of
stickers, 856.-Registration of imported
cars, (qn,) 873.
(See also "Police
Department - Motor
Registration
Branch.")

Motor Cars, Government-Use of Stateowned cars, 660, 695, 706.-Proposed
special identification mark, 695, 706.Allotment and charges, (qn.) 758. (See
also "State Electricity CommissionMotor Vehicles.")
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Motor Omnibus Services (Metropolitan)Buses in Swanston-street, Melbourne,
409, 41l.-Furnishing of accounts by
proprietors, 685.-Installation of ticket
selling machines, 685.-Fare increases,
686, 693, 1454.-Services in Elsternwick
district, 701.-Shelter for passengers at
Heidelberg, 904.-Sectional fares, 938.Arrangement of routes, 938.-Breaches
of ticket issuing regulations, (qn.) 1406.
--Charter rights for proprietors of
feeder services, 1454.
Municipalities-Ex gratia payments for
street construction charges attaching to
Government premises,
(qn.) . 458.Finance of road maintenance works,
584, 667, 2841.-Allocation of loan funds,
668.-Purchase of equipment out of
revenue, 669; 670.-Maintenance of
Chandler Highway, 852, 903, 904, 905,
931, 959, 1319, 1320.-Permits for housing in flood areas, 925, 926.-Subdivision
of undrained areas, 990.-Subsidy for
diphtheria and whooping cough immunization,
1362.-Establishment of
central land valuing authority, 1427.Reconstitution of Municipal Endowment
Fund, 1441, 1678, (qn.) 2059.
(See
also
" Education
Department-Libraries," " Local Government Bill,"
"Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill," "Local Government (WarrnambooD Bill," "State Electricity Commission-Charges," and "Traffic Regulation.")

Mutton, Mr. Charles (Coburg).
Betting-" Off-the-course " betting, 540.
Education Department-Case of Mr. R. D.
Goodman, 1243.
Housing Commission-Sale of .. dwelling
shops," 80; new type of building contract, 281; reports to Parliament, 461.
Housing
(Commonwealth
and State
Agreement) Act, 461.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
294.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 99.
Road Accidents-Preventive measures in
Melbourne streets, 1287.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Purchase
of properties, 1024; applications and
settlements, 1024.
Superannuation-Cost-of-living allowance,
62.

N.
Norman, Mr. L. G. (Glen Iris>.

Address-in-Reply, 412.
Appropriation Bill, 599.
Auditor-General-Audit charges, 1649.
Bank Credits, 1646.
Brown Coal-Production costs, 645.
Budget, 1643.
Business of the House-Order of business,
545, 547, 2775.
Cement-Allocation of Victorian and Tasmanian production, 461; price of imported cement, 461.
Close of Sessional Period, 600.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bil1, 1128.
Commonwealth-State Financial Relationships, 838.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 1879.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 815, 816.
Deaths-Mr. T. P. Corrigan, M.L.A., 614;
the Hon. Sir Harry Lawson, 754.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected
to, 1909.
Distinguished Visitors-The Right Hon.
R. K. Law, the Right Hon. D. K. Grenfell, and Mr. Joseph Grimond, 461.
Estimates-Supplementary, 834.
Funeral Benefit Associations, 1503.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Price increases, 644, 1648.
Government Buildings-Insurance, 1649.
Government Funds-Adjournment motion,
616, 617, 622, 627, 628.
Housing
Commission - Prefabricated
dwellings, 412; loan allocation, 413.
King George Vr.-Death of, 611.
Land Tax Bill, 2202.
Leader of the Opposition, 1022, 2756.
Leave of Absence-Mr. T. P. Corrigan,
418; Mr. Oldham, 1495.
Liberal and Country Party-Parliamentary leadership, 458.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 419.
Loan Funds, 644, 646, 1650.
Local Government (Imported Houses) Bill,
200, 210.
Ministerial Statements - Government's
legislative proposals, 770.-Financial
position of the State, 770.
Parliament-Recess period, 648; resumption of session, 703.
Parliamentary Contributory Retiremen.t
Fund Bill, 2628.
Personal Explanations-Statements in
affidavits, 2170; press statement, 2742.
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Norman, Mr. L. G.-continued.
Points of Order-Member discussing sub ..
ject ruled out of order, 114; statements
in debate, 118, 583, 2763; objecting to
proposal that "Premier's statement be
printed," 774; citing documents not
before the House, 2272; question ot
breach of privilege not being submitted
at first opportunity, 2346; scope of de·
bate on motion fixing time for meeting
of House, 2733.
Political Situation, 2733, 2738.
Price Control, 1649.
Privilege-Complaint: Allegations of im..
proper conduct, 2185, 2186, 2187, 2275,
2284; proposed Committee of Privilege,
2346.
Public Accounts Committee-Reconstitution, 1649.
Public Service Bill, 2049.
Public Tn~stee Office-Increased costs.
1649.
Queen Elizabeth II.-Accession, 613.
Railway Department-Deficit, 648, 834,
836, 1648; accounting system, 834; sub·
sidies, 835; interest charges, 1648.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 108.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 1912,
1913, 2577, 2808.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of mem·
bers of Assembly and officers of Parlia ..
ment, 2402; jurisdiction of Commission,
2759.
State Electricity Commission-Equipment.
645; use of official cars, 646.
State Electricity Commission (Borrow·
ing) Bill, 2084.
State Motor Car Insurance OfficeCharges, 1649.
State Savings Bank-Interest charges,
413.
Supply, 2576; action of Legislative Council
on Supply Bill, 2808.
Unemployment, 1645.
Uniform Taxation-Test of validity, 647;
reimbursements, 836, 1644; restoration
of State's income taxing rights, 837,
1644, 1647.
Want of Confidence-In McDonald Ministry, 1912; in Hollway Ministry, 2806.
N orth-West MaUee Settlement Areas Act,
(See" Lands Department.")
N orth-West l\IaUee Settlement Areas BillIntroduction and first reading, 2564.
Nurses.
(See" Hospitals-Nurses.")

O.
O'Carroll, Mr. J. P. (Clifton Hill).
Aged Persons-Accommodation, 2790.
Bread-making Industry-Deliveries, 825.
Budget, 1676.
Building Directorate-Permits tor buildings other than dwellings, 32.
Chandler Highway-Maintenance, 931.
Dairying Industry-Training facilities, 59.
Education Department-Training in rural
school management, 827; lack of school
buildings, 932, 1676; Merri State School,
932; student teachers' bonds, 932; education loans, 1676; Heidelberg needs, 1677;
prefabricated
school
units,
2474;
" accelerated" promotion of secondary
school teachers, 2474.
Estimates-Supplementary Estimates for
1951-52, 929.
Footscray District Hospital-Expenditure,
1796.
Hairdressers Registration (Amendment)
Bill, 2047.
Hospitals-Building permits, 33.
Land Holdings-Form of ownership, 780,
911.
Law Department-Penalties imposed by
courts, 237.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 491.
Local Government Bill, 1387.
Local Government <Imported Houses) Bill,
207.
Literature-Objectionable
publications,
2580.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board ot
Works (Borrowing Powers) Bill, 199.
Mental Hygiene Branch-Case of Miss R.
Meaney, 420, 929, 1677.
Milk Board-Adulteration of milk, 1677.
Municipal Endowment Fund-Restoration,
1441, 1678.
Parliament House-Filling of bay in
Queen's Hall, 1843.
Price Control-Easter eggs, 680; fruit,
&c., 680.
Radio Broadcast-" The Strangler," 1603.
Railway Department-Accommodation for
prams on Eltham line, 780, 827, 932, 1677;
cost of pre-cut houses, 1211; hostels,
1211.
Retired State Servants-Pensions and
basic-wage increases, 1060.
Stage Presentation-" Folies Bergere,"
1207.
Supply, 680, 1441, 2580.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2193.

INDEX.

O'Carroll, Mr. J. P.-continued.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2718.

Oldham, Mr. T. D. (Malvern)
Aged and Infirm Persons-University survey, 994.
Commonwealth Free Medicine SchemeReimbursement of chemists, 825.
Commonwealth Payroll Tax, 653, 656.
Communism, 994, 995.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 815.
Dentists' Charges, 1662.
Estimates--Supplementary Estimates for
1951-52, 993.
Flooding of Gardiner's Creek, 963.
Housing Commission--Sale of "dwelling
shops:" Ministerial reply to question,
150.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
211, 293, 294.
Land Tax Act-Valuation of East Malvern
properties, 1406.
Liberal and Country Party-Parliamentary leadership, 458.
Loan Council-State allocations, 655.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 129, 130.
Petroleum Products-Price control, 2069.
Points of Order-Reference to former
Minister as being "irresponsible and
stupid," 80; use of expression" notorious
member," 333.
Solicitor-General Bill, 217, 231, 233.
Supply, 652.
Supreme Court (Judges) Bill, 2692.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill, 824.
Uniform Taxation, 652, 654, 999.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 215, 216.
Olympic Games of 1956-Preparations for
accommodation, 866.-Review of licensing laws, (qn.) 1095.
Onions-Yields, prices, and sales, (qn.) 1630.
Opposition, Leader of the. (See" Legislative Assembly-Leader 0/ the Opposition.")

P.
Farliament--State opening, 3.-Close of a
sessional period, 599; duration of recess,
648, 681, 699.-Resumption of the session, 703. (See also" Legislative Assembly," " Legislative Council" and " Ministry.")

Parliamentary Contributory Retiremeni
Fund Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2395; appropriation resolution, 2476;
second reading, 2476, 2626; remaining
stages, 2629.
Parliament House-Retirement of Engineer,
704.-Retirement of Clerk, Hansard
staff, 761.-Cost of alterations, 940.Use of margarine in members' dining
room, 1775.-Filling of bay in Queen's
Hall, 1843.-Press representatives: Interviews with Ministers and members,
2257.
Penal DepartmentAdministration-Overseas visit by Inspector-General of Penal Establishments,
417, 557, 559; report on investigations,
988, 1674, 1763.
Finance-Supplementary Estimates, 805.
Langi Kal Kal Training Centre-Committals to and attempted escapes, (qn.)
2254, 2303, 2304, 2858.
Pentridge-Women's section, 557, 559,
1674.-Incarceration of girls, 1683, 1763;
subject debated on motion for adjournment of House, 1799.
Refo?'rlwtO?'y

Treatment-Improvements

in system, 414, 417.-Building project at
French Island, 415, 417, 556.
Petitions-From parents of children attending Ringwood State School re the provision of proper sanitation and adequate
buildings, 637.-From certain property
owners re amendment of Landlord and
Tenant Acts, 1182.
Petrol.
(See" Price Control-Petrol,"
and "Taxation-Petrol Tax.")
Pettiona, Mr. R. F. (Prahran>.
Aged Persons-Accommodation, 706; hostels, 1179, 1664; statistics, 1180.
Budget, 1662.
Education Department-Maintenance 01
school buildings, 1663.
Estima tes, 554.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Household gas
meters, 1494.
Girl Guides Association Bill, 2526.
Housing Commission-Slum reclamation,
1664.
Law Department-Garnishee orders, 1243.
Local Government Bill, 1318.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Hostels, 1457.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board-Num·
ber of fires attended, 1630.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Pettiona, Mr. R. F.-contin'l.wd.
Motor Car Insurance-Attitude of com·
panies, 2210.
Nurses' Board-Male nurses, 1458.
Political Situation, 2734.
Prices
Branch-Administration,
1662;
dentists' charges, 1662.
Royal Commission on Allegations of 1m·
proper Conduct-Attendance of mem·
bers of Assembly and officers of Parlia·
ment, 2400, 2401, 2402.
Supply, 1457.
Unemployment, 1664.
Workers Compensation Act-Industrial
diseases, 554; accident rate, 554.
Police DepartmentAdministration-Complaint of treatment

of Mr. C. Willman, 892, 963.-Identifi·
cation badge for plainclothes police,
935.-Powers of Chief Commissioner of
Police, 944.-Radio broadcast .. The
Strangler," 1603.-Number of murders
committed, (qn.) 2563.
Finance-Supplementary Estimates, 805.
Motor Registration Branch-Issue of
licence to incapacitated ex· serviceman ,
944. (See also "Motor Car Registra·
tion.")
Police College-Use of ~'Sutton Grange,"
Mornington as training college, 558, 560,
2211, 2212.
Police Btations-Conditions at Noble Park,
558, 560; at Mentone, 587; at Elstern·
wick, 1665; at Heathcote, 2531, 2535.
Staff-Recruitment and discipline, (qn.)
782, 892.-Court attendances in traffic
cases, 855, 909.-Issue of summonses in
traffic cases, 856.-Service of distress
warrants, 2123, 2124.
Folice Offences (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1211; objecINon to second reading" latex' this day,"
1212; Order of House rescinded, 1221;
second reading, 1221, 2408; Committee,
2436; progress reported, 2436.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1867; second read·
ing, 2014, 2488; Committee, 2514;
remaining stages, 2525.
Foliomyelltis After·care. (See" Australian
Red Cross Society.")
Political Situation. (See" Ministry.")
Poor Persons Legal Assistance Act-Legal
a.ssistanc~ from Public Solicitor, 934.

Port Melbourne, Representation of-D~ath'
of Mr. T. P. Corrigan announced, 614;
election of Mr, S. T. Corrigan in place
of Mr. T. P. Corrigan, announced, 614;
Mr. S. T. Corr.igan introduced and
sworn, 614.
Potato Marketing Board-Administration
and marketing arrangements, 591, 593.
-Estimated yield and potato prices,
891, 1773, (qn.) 2340.-Shipment to New
Zealand, (qn.) 1126.-Production and
marketing, (qn,) 1843.--Disposal of crop,
(qn.) 1843.
Price ControlA.dministration-Staff

employed,

(qn.)

2394.
Boardinghouses and Apartment Houses-

Prosecutions for overcharging, (qn,) 460.
(See" Prices Regula·
tion (Butter and Cheese) Bill.")
Cartons-Increased prices for raw mate·
rials, 416.
Chocolates-Pf'ice of Easter eggs, 680.
Cost Surveys-Publication of results, 1773.
Dental Charges-Investigation, 1662.
Footwear-Retail prices of shoes, 959,
1161, 1162.
Fruit-Prices, 680.
F'u,neral Costs-Regulation of
prices,
(qn.) 2474.
Importations-Luxury items, 1755.
Butter and Cheese.

Motor Car Insurance Rates-Re·control
·of comprehensive lpolicy premiums, 565.
Motor Tires-Reduction of price, (qn.)

2009.
NewSpa1Jers-Increase of price of Sun
News·Pictorial, (qn.) 1127.
Oil and Fttel Supplies-Increased cost or
diesel
oil,
652.-Investigation
of
accounts of major companies (qn.) 2060.
Petrol-:-Sales by "one brand" garages,
927.-Suggested Royal Commission into
operations of petrol companies, 927.Price: Sales policy, (qn.) 1095.-Pro·
posed price increase, 1662, (qn.) 2060.Differential prices, (qn.) 2256.
Petroleum Products-Regulation of prices
(subject discussed on motion for ad·
journment of House), 2060.
Rents. (See" Rent ContrOl.")
Vegetables-Investigation
into
prices
charged, 593, 680.
Prices Regulation (Butter and Cheese) Bill
~Introduction and first reading, 802;
second reading, 828, 1212, 1224; remaining stages, 1227.
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Primary Production-Labour shortage, 38.
-Conditions to attract young workers,
414.--Increasing food supplies, 672, 687,
697, 1420.-Market garden produce, 697,
941.-Effect of taxation burden, 985.Development of Ovens dver and King
river valleys, 100l.-Export prices of
lamb and mutton, 1209, 1210.-English
legislation, 1420.-Introduction of intensive farming policy, 1670, 1702, 1731,
1773.-Export statistics, 1729.
Printing Committee-Appointed, 40.
Privilege.
(See" Legislative AssemblyPrivilege.")

Public Accounts Committee-Reconsti tution
to examine departmental expenditure,
940, 1649, 1735, 1742, 1760, 1761.
Public and Bank Holidays Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2293; second
reading, 2358; debate adjourned, 2359.
Publications-Importation of undesirable
literature, 1660, 2580, 2586, 2587.
Public Library, National Gallery, and
Museums-Fire
prevention
system;,
(qnJ 1351.
Public Service-Long-service leave, (qns.)
33, 460.-Ex gratia payments to former
women public servants, (qnJ 185.-Pensionsand basic wage increases for
superannuated public servants, 572, 574,
691, 849, (qnJ 1351.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 803; Bill withdrawn, 1375.
Public Service Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 1244; second reading, 1263,
2047; remaining stages, 2050.
Public
Trustee-Increased
expenditure,
1649.
Public Trustee (Common FUnd) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2565;
second reading, !2684; de,bate adjourned,
2685.
Public Works Department-Contracts for
capital goods, (qn.) 459.-Financial provision, 805.-Tapering off of building
programme, 986.-Grants for swimming
pools, (qnJ 1678.
(See also "Loan
Programme.")
Public Works Loan Application BillRestoration under temporary Standing
Order 264D, 36; advanced to second
reading, 36; second-reading debaJte, 82,
104; remaining stages, 108; a:ppropr'iation resolution agreed to, 40; clerical
error corrected, 553.

Public
Works
Programme-Newspaper
article by Sir Frederic Eggleston, 991.
-Financial commitments on new projects, (qnJ 1180.
(See also "Loan
Programme.")
R.

Railway DepartmentAdministration-Treasury recoupment for

passes to members of Parliament, 568.
Advertising Section-Activities, 920.

Lines-Services,
100l.-WangaraJtta-Whitfield line, 1001.
Contracts-Capital goods, (qnJ 282.'Works and equipment, (qn.) 1023, (qn.)
1096, 1744.-Suburban electric train cars,
919, (qn.) 977, 2439, 2440.
Fences-Maintenance on lines, 880, 896,
953.-Replacement at Newport workshops, 1772.
Finance-Review of accountancy system,
834, 884.-Expert investigation, 835, 840.
-Effect of basic wage increases, 842,
896, 1358.-Interest charges, 915.American railroads, 92l.-J3udget statements, 1353, 1355, 1357, 1637, 1665.Subsidy to reduce loan interest rate,
1357, 1648.
Fires-Preventive measures, 696, 897.
Freights and Fares-Treasury recoupment
for losses, 566, 567.-Increases in goods
rates since 1945, 887.-Swburban fare
increases, 1158, 1161.-Incidence of increases on budgetary position; 1358,
1637, 1653, 1772.
Fuel-Increased cost of coal and fuel oil,
642, 652, 804, 841, 1358.-Future supplies,
1638.
Glenroy Railway Yard-Reconstruction
'Plans, (qn.) 2563.
Branch

Government

Tourist

Bureau--Meeting

overseas vessels, (qn.) 185.-Closing of
Brisbane branch, 240, 243.
Heidelberg-Eltham Line-Transfer of terminal station to Greensborough, 596.Accommodation for prams, (qns.) 780,
827, 932, 1677.
Housing-Prefabricated houses in metropolitan area, 690.-Temporary homes in
Geelong West, 979.-Cost of pre-cut
houses at Fairfield, (qn.) 1211.-Batching camps at Bendigo, (qn.) 1243.~
Hostels for migrant employees at
Geelong, 1673.
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Railway Department-continu.ed.
Land Acquisition-Sittes for pre .. cut homes
at Dandenong, 846, (qn.> 873, 910, (qn.>
911, 961.
Level Crossings-Installation of safety
devices, 854.-Proposed Select Committee re accidents, (qn'> 873.-Fatality at
Boronia, 888.-Elevation of lines to
abolish crossings, 896, 921.-Speedreducing devices for road users, 898.Abolition of crossing at Clifton Hill, 903,
904.
Loading Facilities-Provision of new siding at Winchelsea, 1772.

Locomotives-Importation, (qns'> 79, 184,
917, 1744.-Use in Victoria and sales to
South Australia, (qn.> 542.-Spark
arresters, 696.-Purchases under contract, 886.-Introduction of dieselelectric locomotives, 919, 1724; trial run,
945.-Repairs at Newport workshops,
958.
Newport Workshops-Production of equipment, 917.-War-time activ'i,ties, 920, 954.
-Training of tradesmen, 954.-Construction of rolling stock, 1000.
Rai1Jway Renewals and Replacements Fund
-Statutory payment, 1358.
Sandringham-Black Rock Street Railway
-Condition of track, 948, 952.
Service~Trains
and
passengers on
Adelaide-Melbourne service, (qn,) 34,
60,62, 567.-Improvements to Port Fairy
line, 596.-Restoration of country and
suburban services, 868, 871, 916.-Use of
new diesel-electric locomotives, 887.Overcrowding on suburban services, 948,
952.-Travelling facilities on Essendon
line, 955.-Speed of stock trains, 958.Rail communi-cation between Geelong
and Queenscliff, 1675, 1725.-MelhourneSt. Kilda serVlice, 2209, 2212. (See also
.. Railway Department-Branch Lines.")

Railway Department-continued.
Trucks-Return from South Australia,
(qn.> 542.-Construction in departmental
workshops, 886.-Use of hopper trucks
for transportation of briquettes, 1666.
Way and Works Branch-Financial provision for maintenance works, 1358.
Wool--Complaint re delivery delays, 597,
598.
Railway Loan Application Bill-Restoration
under temporary Standing Order 264D,
35; advanced to second reading, 35;
second-reading debate, 108; Committee,
115, 130; rema,ining stages, 133.
Randles, Mr. P. J. (Brunswick).
Address-in-Reply, 410.
Budget, 1668.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Interest
rates, 1126, 1447; repayments, 1448.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees and Indemnities) Bill, 1883.
Estimates, 564, 581.
Factories and Shops Act-Industrial conditions, 678.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionBuilding programme, 1554.
Housing-Government loans, 677.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2502,
2518.
Primary Industries-Increased production,
1670.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of members
of Assembly and officers of Parliament,
2401.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Approved
settlers, 1671.
State Savings Bank-Interest charges, 410,
581, 583; financing of homes, 582, 677.
Supply, 676, 1447.
Unemployment, 1669.
Victorian School for Deaf ChildrenOvercrowding, 564.

Staff-Long-serviceleave regulations, 405;
elig~hility, 406; leave conditions in
Traffic Branch, 597.-0vertime for
gangers on maintenance works, 986.Concessional fares, (qnJ 1023.-Hostels
for migrants at Fairfield, (qn'> 1211.Preference to migrants over Australian
workers, 1673.-Dismissal of employees,
2533, 2535.

Redistribution of Assembly
.. Electoral.")

Tallarook Station and Shunting YardsSupply of electric current, (qnJ 540.

Regional Planning-Reports of
Planning Committees, 1366.

11173/52.-3

Red Cross. (See" Australian Red Cross
Society.")
Seats.

(See

Regional
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Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
802; second reading, 808, 1033; Committee, 1113; remaining stages, 1121;
Council's amendment, 1224.
Reid, Mr. G. O. (Box Hill).
Benefit Associations Act-Reports of investigations, 975, 1013.
Boy Scouts Association-Grant, 1713.
Bristo Plastics-Investigation of affairs,
704, 760.
Budget, 1710.
Business of the House-Order of business,
542, 543.
Children's Welfare Act-Proposed amendments, 1710.
Education Department-Lack of school
accommodation, 588, 1002; Ringwood
multi-purpose school, 588, 758, 1712;
petition re Ringwood State School, 637;
administration, 678; school sanitary conditions, 679, 680; teacher's residence,
679; proposed inquiry, 680; sites for
schools at Blackburn and Mont Albert
North, 758.
Estimates-Annual, 588, 593; Supplementary, 1002.
Funeral Benefit Associations-Contributors, 1206; public inquiry, 1206, 1508.
Funeral Contracts with State-Agreements with undertakers, 976, 1003.
Girl Guides Association-Grant, 1713.
Girls Guides Association Bill, 2527.
Health, Department of-Soap preparations, 459; stock slaughtering methods,
593.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries Bill,
292.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1134.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 145, 149.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill, 464.
Licensing Court-Judgment re application
for grocer's licence, 1632, 1711; local
option polls, 1711.
IGetropolitan Fair Rents Board-Request
for files, 756; determination of rents,
756; applications for variation of rents,
977.
Motor Car (Amendment) Bill, 1836.
Motor Car Bill, 481.
Petition-Praying for the provision of
proper sanitation and adequate buildings
at the Ringwood State School, 637.
Frice Control-Boardinghouses and apartment houses, 460.

Reid, Mr. G. O.-continu,ed.
Public Education-Financial assistance for
non-Government schools, 760.
Rent Control-Fair Rents Board, 704.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Jurisdiction of Commission, 2767, 2768.
Supply, 679.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill, 1241.
Rent Control-Increased cost of administration, 685. - Recommendations of
chairman of Metropolitan Fair Rents
Board, 704.-Proposed rent increases,
1662. (See also" Landlord and Tenant
Act" and "Metropolitan Fair Rents
Board.")
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill (No. 1)Introduction and first reading, 81;
second reading, 104, 199; remaining
stages, 200.
Revenue Deficit Funding Bill (No. 2)Introduction and first reading, 2395;
second reading, 2436; debate adjourned,
2436.
Reynolds, Mr. E. R. T. (Toorak).
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 815.
Justices (Service of Process) Bill, 58, 142,
147, 149.
Wrongs (Contributory Negligence) Bill,
189, 193, 194.
River Imr,rovement Trusts.
(See" State
Rivers and Water Supply CommissionRiver Improvement Trusts.")

Road Accidents-Suggested committee of
inquiry, 700.-Education of motorists,
854.-Collisions involving motor cars,
(qn.) 914.-Hospital beds for accident
cases, (qn.) 914.-Conditions on Geelong
road, 982.-Lectures to school children
on road safety principles, 982, 1672.~
Preventive measures in Melbourne
streets, (qn.) 1287.-Statistical data on
incidence of road casualties, 1672.Restriction of maximum speeds of motor
cycles, (qn.) 2169. (See also II Railway
Department-Level C1'Ossings.")
Royal Commission on Alleged Improper
Conduct. (See II Legislative Assembly
-Royal Commission.")

Royal Visit, 37, 38.

(6])
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Rural Finance Corporation-Advance~' to
soldier settlers on single-unit farms,
(qn.) 1553.-Loans for primary production and secondary industry in rural
areas, (qn.) 1798; loans granted from
1950-1952, (qn.) 2340.

){uthven, Mr. William (Preston).
Leave of Absence for Mr. T. P. Corrigan,
418.
Rylah, Mr. A. G. (Kew).

Business of the House-Order of business,
543.
Chandler Highway-Maintenance, 852,
1319.
County Court (Amendment) Bill, 814, 815,
1123, 1124.
Crown
Proceedings. Bill-Report
of
Statute Law Revision Committee, 2439.
Estimates-Annual, 565, 566; Supplementary, 852.
Evidence Bill, 1123, 1870.
Firearms Bill, 483, 484.
Hotel Accommodation-Survey, 782, 856,
1024.
Justices (Amendment) Bill, 1139.
Law Department-Conduct of criminal
prosecutions, 565.
LicenSing (Mildura) Bill, 489.
Local Government Bill, 1275.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 367.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Sales of 3d. and 4d. tickets, 281.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2030.
Motor Car Bill, 482.
Police Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2430.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2518.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 106.
Railway Department--Order for "N"
class locomotives, 184, 542; trucks from
South Australia, 542;· administration,
566; Melbourne-Adelaide express service, 567; level crossings, 854.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 119.
Road Accidents-Fatalities, 853; pOlice
control of motorists, 854.
Solicitor-General Bill, 228.
Statute Law Revision Bill, 137, 140, 141.
Workers Compensation Bill, 41, 46, 47,
49, 50.

s.
Scully, Mr. F. R. (Richmond).
Basic Wage and Working Week-Action
by employers' organizations, 827, 890.
Benefit Associations Act-Application of
provisions, 975; funeral benefit associations, 1095, 1431, 1435, 1496; adjournment motion, 1412.
Budget, 1718, 1725, 1726.
Building Directorate-Permits for industrial and commercial purposes, 32, 241.
28], 541; Brylaw Motors Pty. Ltd., 541;
administration, 578.
Building Workers' Industrial Union-Issue
of notices, 60, 459.
Business of the House-Order of business.
2786.
Decentralization of Industries-National
defence preparations, 2394.
Education Department-Distribution to
schools 'of the brochure, "The Parliament of Victoria and Parliament
House," 185.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardAdvertising, 2564; forms and expenditure, 2564.
Estimates-Annual, 578; Supplementary"
890.
Financial Agreement-Loan money for
State works, 1127.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Price increases, 1731; interest payments and
dividend commitments, 1732; imposition
of service charge, 2394.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionHospital administrators, 495, 2791; distribution of moneys allocated, 1024;
Commission members, 1631; importation of prefabricated buildings, 2684.
Housing-Activities
of
Constructional
Engineering Products Pty. Ltd., 420.
Housing Commission-Slum abolition, 687.
1013; demolition and repair orders, 1094"
1127.
Immigration-Deportation of prohibited
persons, 1179; selection of immigrants,
1731.
Imported Motor Cars-Registrations, 873.
Kyneton District Hospital-Production of
departmental file, 1718, 1720; investigation of allegations, 1725, 1726, 1S59t
Landlord
and
Tenant Act-Eviction
orders, 873, 893.
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Scully, Mr. F. R.-oontinued.
Licensing Act-Accommodation at Town
Hall Hotel, Melbourne, 977; Licences
Reduction Board, 1845; hotels and
population, 1845; metropolitan licensing
districts, 2007.
Liquor Trade-Activities of brewing company, 1601.
Loan Funds-Expenditure on new works,
1126.
Marketing of Primary Products ActConsumers' committees, 874, 891; potato
yields, 892; personnel and administrative
costs of Boards, 976.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Accommodation at .. Canterbury
Mansions," 542.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2036.
Motor Car Act-Convictions for offences,
2758.
Motor Cars, Imported, 873.
Motor Omnibus Services-Fare increases,
685; ticket selling machines, 685; production of balance sheets, 686.
Oil and Fuel Supplies-Commonwealth
Royal Commission, 2060; operations of
companies, 2060.
Olympic Games 1956-Review of licensing
laws, 1095.
Petrol-Price, 1095, 2074.
Police Department-Recruitment and discipline, 782,892; case of Mr. C. Willman,
892, 963.
'
Potato Marketing Board-Yields, 892;
stocks, 2340; distribution and price,
2340.
Price Control-Price of Sun News-Pictorial, 1127; petroleum products, 2074.
Primary Industries-Increased production, 687, 1730; decline in exports, 1729.
Public Hospitals-Training of nurses, 1179,
1554; shortage of beds, 1554.
Public Works,-New projects, 1180; financial commitments, 1180.
Railway Department-Dismissal of employees, 2533.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats-1957,
1959, 2612; Labour party-Country party
agreement, 1958; Labour party-Hollway
group agreement, 2612.
Rural Finance Corporation-Loans granted, 2340.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2117.

Scully, Mr. F. R.-continued.
State Instrumentalities-Purchase of properties, and accommodation of occupants, 541; retirement of senior officers,
1288.
Sunday Entertainments, 1429.
Supply, 685, 1428, 1435, 2612.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2196.
Trusteel Corporation of Australia and
New Zealand Pty. Ltd.-Directors and
shareholders, 2475; contracts, 2475.
Unemployment, 1430, 1727, 1729, 1730.
Want of Confidence in McDonald Ministry,
1957.
Shepherd, Mr. A. E. (Sunshine).

Budget, 1738.
Commonwealth Pay-roll Tax, 1746.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees 'and Indemni,ties) Bill, 1871, 1890,
1891.
Estimates-Annual, 594; Supplementary,
915.
Government Tourist Bureau-Closing of
Brisbane 'branch, 240.
Housing-Production of materials, 1740;
lack of amenities, 1741.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
(Amendment> Bill, 1596, 2437.
Land (Development Leases) Amendment
Bill, 1229.
Local Government Bill, 1279, 1392.
Local Government (Imported Houses)
Bill, 203.
Melbourne and MetropoUtan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2031.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Bill, 470.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill, 289.
Motor Car Insurance, 1,160.
Nurses Board-Training of nurses, 594.
Point of Order-Discussion of proposed
legislat,ion, 556.
Police Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2504.
Primary Industries-Production, 1746;
workers' ·conditions, 1747.
Privilege-Com:plaint: Allegations of improper ·conduct, 2289.
Public Accounts CommHtee-Reconstitution, 1742.
Railway Department-Restoration of services, 868; financial situation, 915; workshops, 916; locomotives, 916, 918, 1744;
report of Mr. John EUiot, 920; level
crossings, 921; suburban fare increases,
1158; deficit, 1743; equipment contracts,
1744; suburban train cars, 2439.
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Shepherd, Mr. A. E.-continued.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 121.
State Eledricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2090.
Statute Law ReVlision Bill, 141.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2696.
Unemployment, 1739, 1746.
Uniform Taxation-Reimbursement formula, 1747.
Weights and Measures (Amendment) Bill,
1182, 1187, 1196.

Shops and Factories Act--Temperatures in
offices and factories, 678.
Slum Abolition <See" Housing Commission
-Slum Abolition.")

~mith,

lIr. J. H. (Goulburn).

Eildon~Establishment

of hospital, 705.
Housing Commission-Purchase of homes
by tenants, 1211.
Police Department-Station residence at
Heathcote, 2531.
Railway Department-Tallarook station
and shunting yards, 540.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Eradication of rabbits, 1628.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Allocation of loan funds for Eildon
weir project, 872; houses for employees,
872.
Water Bill, 1579.

Soldier Settlement

(69)
Commission~ontinued.

Ballan Settlement-Ministel'ial inspection,

585.
Blocks Allocated-Purchasehy settlers,

(qns.) 977, 2162.-Case of Moorabool
applicant, 2861.
Ohaldon Meade Estate-Conference on
road access, 694.
Finance-Ministerial statement re loan
funds, 766; proportion allocated (debate
on motion for adjournment of House),
783, 1639.-----Government provision, 1365.
-Expenditure from loan. funds, (qn.)
1629, 1685.-Advances for purchase of
single-unit 'farms, 1686.
(See also
"Rural Finance COI1poration.")
Fu,Zham Estate-Tenders for sale, (qn.>
33,59, 63.-Case of Mr. Lynd-Stevenson,
706, 708.
Heytesbury Forest Area-Settlement project, 1686, 1774.
N errin N errin District-Settlement costs,
758.
P-roperties-Purchases, applications for,
and settlements, (qns.) 1024, 2162.Payments to settlers for vermin eradication, (qn.) 1628.
Woodhouse Estate-Provision of facilities,
408.
Solicitor-Geul'ral Bill-Restoration under
temporary Standing Order 2640, 35;
second reading, 35, 217; Committee, 231;
remaining stages, 236.

Speaker, The (Sir Archie Micbaelis)Rulings and Statements ofSnowy MCJwltains Hydro-Electric Authority
-Commonwealth
expenditure
from
revenue, 1640.
Soap Preparations.
Health.")

(See" Department of

Social Services-Comparison of per capita
expenditure of States, 655.
Social Services, Commonwealth-Doctors'
insurance plan, 844.
Soil Conservation Authority-Financial proviSions, 642, 1365.-Disposition of staff,
(qn.) 873.-Soil conservation work, 924.
Soldier Settlement CommissionAdministration-Trading activities, 694,
705.-Payments to Consolidated Revenue,
(qn.) 757.-Eviction of settler in Hamilton district. 2531, 2535.

Absence of ,the Clerk, 2794.
Address-in-Reply-Provision of copi1es of
Governor's Speech, 4; presentation of
Address-in-Reply, 418, 539.
Adjournment Motions under Standing
Order 8B-Notifying the Speaker of text
of motion, 1409,' 1412; subject matter of
motion sub judice, 1409; question of extending time allotted for debate, 1865.
Amendments-Amending Council amendment, 483; procedure regarding foreshadowed amendment, 1040, 1059; relevancy of amendments, 1059, 1251, 1252,
1253, 1254, 1255; ,suspension of Standing
Orders to permit consideration of motion
of instruction to Committee, 1123;
framing amendment within scope of
subject matter of Bill, 1251; amendment

INDEX.

The Speaker-continued.
to conform with rules of House, 2286;
vague terms of proposed amendment,
2288.
Auditor-General's Report, 542.
Benefit Associations Act-Subject matter
sub judice, 1409, 1496.
Chairmen of Committees-Temporary, 34,
1288.
Children's Welfar,e Department-Cases
sub judice, 1807, 1808, 1809, 1816, 1817,
1818.
Close of Sessional Period, 602.
Commission to Swear Members, 611.
County Court (Amendment) Bill-Relevancy of proposed instruction to Committee, 1123; suspension of Standing
Orders to permit consideration of instruction to Committee, 1123.
Dea'th of King George VI. and Accession
of Queen Elizabeth H.-Acceptance by
the Queen of record of parliamentary
proceedings, 1351.
Deaths-Mr. T. P. Corrigan, M.L.A., 615;
the Hon. Sir Harry Lawson, 755, 825.
Debate-Reflecting upon
decision of
House, 43, 707; Minister describing as
•• irresponsible and stupid" press statement of former Minister, 80; referring
to matters outside ambit of Bill, 108,
114, 115; discussing measure not before
the House, 543, 545; member saying
•• that is a lie," 622, 2840; the Speaker's
call, 630, 631, 1900, 2354, 2761, 2765;
discussing matters sub judice, 1409, 1434,
1496, 1807, 1808, 1809, 1816, 1817, 1818,
1843, 2390; limiting debate on motion
for adjournment at close of sitting,
1601, 1961; deleting .. unfortunately"
from motion, 1804; naming member for
disregarding authority of the Chair,
1819; member say.ing tha,<t Minister was
•• deliberately lying," 1860; members
using the expression .. deliberate lie,"
1909; withdrawal of statement objected
to, 1933; member interjecting when not
in his usual place, 1954; member re:flecting upon the Chair, 2266; time for
giving notice of motion, 2354; procedure for reference of Bill to a Select
Committee, 2687; scope of remarks of
mover of motion fixing time for meeting
of House, 2733, 2735, 2736; Minister
using offensive words against Legislative Council, 2734; limitation of debate

The Speaker-continued.
on motion re order of business to reasons for or against postponement of
items, 2773; saying "they have deliberately lied," 2778; using the expression .. because of the lies you told,"
2802; referring to member by other
than his electoral district, 2803; member saying .. you should not tell lies,"
2833; member reflecting upon judiciary,
2842.
Disallowance of Member's Vote-Question
of pecuniary interest, 2272; substantive
motion after division, 2273.
Documents-Citing documents not before
the House, 2264, 2273; dO'cument quoted
from treated as the property of the
House, 2735.
Funeral Benefit Associations-Ruling by
Chairman of Committees, 1433; restatement of ruling limiting discussion
to matters not <sub judice, 143~.
Hansard--Retirement of clerk, 761.-Revision of proofs, 2351.
Judges and Public Officers Salaries BillSecond reading motion and third reading motion carried by absolute majority
of the House, 294.
Leave of Absence-For Mr. T. P. Corrigan, 418; for Mr. T. D. Oldham, 1495.
Legislative Assembly-The first Mace, 761.
Local Government Bill-Inadmissibility of
foreshadowed amendment extending
adult franchise to municipal elections,
1251, 1252, 1253, 1254, 1255.
MemberS-Observing silence when Speaker
rises, 295.
Ministerial Statement-Statement made
"by leave," 770.
New Members.-Mr. S. T. Corrigan, 614;
Mr. H. R. Petty, 1893.
Parliament House.-Retirement of en··
gineer, 704; filling of bay in Queen's
Hall, 1843; rights of press representatives, 2257.
Personal Explanations-Scope, 547; prohibition of debate, 1411; statements in
affidavits, 2172.
Privilege-Complaint: Allegations of improper conduct, 2182; submission of
prima facie case, 2183, 2341, 2344, 2398,
2399; debate of motion to take precedence of all other business, 2186; submission that Speaker should leave the
Chair during debate of motion, 2258,
2259; necessity for substantive motion,
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The Speaker-continued.
2341; motion to establish Committee
of Privilege of same sUbstance as question resolved earlier in session, 2344,
2354.
Public Works Loan Application BillCorrection of clerical error, 553.
Questions-Questions without notice, vide
Standing Order No. 79A, 2256.
Resignation-Mr. E. R. T. Reynolds,
M.L.A., 1094.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Attendance of members of Assembly and officers of Parliament, 2400, 2401, 2402, 2403; jurisdiction
of Commission, 2770.
State Electricity Commission-Case sub
ju,dice, 1843.

Supply, Committee of-Refusal of leave
to move motion for House to go into
Committee of Supply, 638; motion declared urgent, 638, 639; proposed motion
of disagreement with ruling, 639.
Supreme Court (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill-Second reading and third reading
carried by absolute majority of the
House, 1242.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointed, 40.
State Accident Insurance Office--Premium
reba'tes, 945.
State Coal Mine--Annual loss, 1353, 1359.Work on Kirrak Area pit, (qn.) 1554.

.state Electricity Commissionto municipal
rating, (qn'> 79.-Inquiry into operations of Commission, 901.-Issue of electrical mechanics' permits, (qns'> 2008,
2253.-Acquisition of undertakings, (qn.)
2253.
Bendigo Branch-Appointment of traffic
inspector, (qn.) 2169.
Briquettes-Factories in Latrobe valley,
683.-Supplies for domestic purposes,
700, 860.-Stocks and sales, (qn.) 1028.
Buildings--ConstrucHon of amenities block
at Fisherman's Bend, 645, 659.-Use of
Read's Buildings," Prahran, (qn.)
1029.
Charges-Control of retail prices charged
by municipalities, 900, 906.-Rural subsidy, 901.-Incidence of increases, 1015,
1602, 1603.-Increases to offset provincial tramway losses, 1692.
Administration-Liability

II

State Electricity Commission-continued.
Coal-Stocks and sales, (qn.) 1028.
Approvals Board-Cost and
activities, (qn.) 1028. (See also" State
Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill.")
Equipme'nt-Disposal of surplus, 645, 658,
1842.-Provision for depreCiation, (qn.)
911.-Servicing outside Victoria, (qn.)
1405.-Supply of timber poles, (qn.)
1406, 1442, 1760.-Sale of tractors and
cranes, (qn.> 2008.
Finance-Interest rate on loan, 648.Comparative costs of producing power,
660.-Interest debited to capital and
profit and loss accounts, (qn.> 911.Financial result of operations, (qn.)
1126.-Finan'Cial position, 1640, 1679,
1734.-Return of loan money, 1706. (Se,~
also .. State Electricity Commission
(Borrowing) Bill.")
Kiewa Hydro-Electric Scheme-Loan expenditure, (qn.> 872.-Availability of
water, (qn.) 912.
Materials-iPurchase of import~d steel,
(qnJ 183.-Contracts for capital goods,
(qn.) 184.
Motor Vehicles-Servicing of private
vehicles, 646.-Use of officia.I cars, 652,
706.-Purchases during financial year,
(qn.> 1029.
Staff-Dismissal and engagement of employees, (qn'> 826.-Servicing of electrical appliances, (qnJ 914.-Inspectorial staff, (qn.) 1028.
Supplies-Power for farms, 39.-Increased
demands, 650.-Interest on advances by
consumers, (qn.) 760.-Allocation of
cost of service connections, (qn,) 1028.
-Provision in rural areas, (qn.) 2253.
-Reticulation in new areas, (qn.> 2253.
Electrical

State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
1244; second reading, 1261, 1415; Committee, 1418, 1528; remaining stages,
1531.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill-Appropriation resolution, 16:32; introduction and first reading, 1632;
second reading, 1831, 2077; remaining
stages, 2123.
State Forests Loan Application Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2293; second
reading, 2375; debate adjourned, 2379.
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State Instrumentalities-Dismissal and en":
gagement of employees, <qn.) 826.Purchase of buildings, (qn.) 914.-Employees engaged on capital works, (qnJ
1022.-Retirement of senior officers,
(qnJ 1288.-F-inancing of developmental
works, 1648.-Issue of press statements
by departmental heads, 1734.
State Motor Car Insurance Office-Motor
vehicle business, 705.-Premium rates
and income,
(qnJ
757.-Increased
charges, 1649.

State Rivers and Water Supply Commissioncontinued.

-Survey of Victorian rivers and
streams, 922, 926, 1008:-Snagging and
clearing of streams, 957.-Snowy river
flood damage, 1008.
Rocklands Dam-Progress of work, 94l.
Staff-Dismissal and engagement of employees, (qn.) 826.
Torrumbarry Irrigation System-Payment

of drainage rates, 957.
Werribee

Irrigation

Distric.t-Supply

Com-

difficulties, 941.-Inspection by Minister
of Water Supply, 946.

Administration and Finance-Priority of

State Savings Bank-Disclosure of information, 410, 581.-Inter,est rates on mortgage loans, 410, 413, 581, 677.-Applications for home building loans, 582, 677.
-Classification of depositors' balances,
677.-Investigation of acHvities, 678.Employment of surplus funds, (qnJ 780_

State Rivers
mission-

and

Water

Supply

works, 671.-Financial provision, 806,
1365.
Barwon Heads-Levee bank: Financial
aid, (qn.) 2758.
Oarrum-Report of Public Works Committee on drainage project, 590; implementation of report, 925, 990.Flooding in Chelsea-Carrum area, 923,
925, 926, 949, 958, 989.-Public meeting
at B~nbeach, 1060.
Cobbledick's Ford-Public Works Committee recommendation, 591, 942.
Conservation-Gippsland West requirements, 3,7.-Irrigation supplies at Werribee, Bacchus Marsh, and Keilor, 590,
697.
Contracts~Overseas supplies of capital
goods, (qnJ 541.
Dandenong Floods-Inundation of Dande-

nong township, 96l.
Eildon Weir-Allocation of loan funds:
Houses for employees, (qn.) 872, 1442.
-Contract with Utah Construction
Company of America, 940.
Goulburn Wei'r-Waranga Basin Channel-

Contracts, (qnJ 976.
House Connections-Activities in Geelong,

404.
Hume

Weir-Transfer of Tallangatta
township, (qn.) 33.-Staff and employees enga.ged on raising weir, (qnJ
1128.

Maffra

Siphon

and

Aqueduct-Repair

costs, 806.
River Improvement Trust8~Constitution,

(qnJ 780.-Local action to prevent
floodIng, 87l.-Formation of trust for
Barwon river, 881, 922, (qn.) 2758.Latrobe River Improvement Trust, 883.

State Savings Bank (Commissioners) BillIntroduction and first reading, 80;
second reading, 81; debate adjourned,
82.
Statute Law Revision Bill-Restoration
under temporary Standing Order 264D,
35; second reading, 35, 137; Committee,
140; remaining stages, 141; Council's
amendment, 402.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Assembly
members appointed, 40, .1182.-Reports
presented: Charitable Trusts Bill, 400;
Motor Car Bill, 467; Crown Proceedings
Bill, 761, 2439; Transfer of Land Bill
1949, 1353; Transfer of Land Bill-re
freehold titles to flats, 2340.-Reference
to Committee of Ev.idence Bill, 1123;
report presented, 1407.-Reference to
Committee of Adoption of Children
(Amendment) Bill, 1826; of Trustee
Bill, 2689.
Steel-Importations of light-gauge steel,
(qn.) 80. (See also State Electricity
II

Commission.-M aterials.")

Stoneham, Mr. C. P. (Midlands).
Bush Fires-Assessment of losses, 1494.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 1129.
Country Fire Authority-Grass fire risk,
460, 2620; Toolern Vale Rural Fire
Brigade, 2619.
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Stoneham, Mr. C. P.-continued.
Country Fire Authority Bill, 2298.
Decentralization-New cities in country
areas, 184; industries established and
terminated, 1631; development of country industries, 2618.
Local Government Bill, 1296.
Motor Car (Amendment> Bill, 1834.
Railway Department-Accidents at level
crossings, 873.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 113, 115.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2617.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2112.
Supply, 2617.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2707.
Water Bill, 1577.
Superannuation, State-Effect on Commonwealth Social Services payments, 578;
comparison
with
private
business
schemes, 578.-Cost-of-living adjustment, lOGO, 1666, 1737.
(See also
.. Education Department-Superannuation" and .. Public Service.")
Supply, Committee of-Appointed, 40.Motion that House resolve itself into
Committee of Supply, 638; motion declared urgent, 638; agreed to, 639.Votes on Account, 640, 1372, 1418, 1435,
2568.-Motion for reduction of vote by
£I, 2575; debated, 2576; negatived, 2624.
Supreme Oourt (Judges) Bill-Appropria·tion resolution, 2355; introduction and
first reading, 2356; personal ex·planation, 2358; second reading, 2403, 2691;
remaining stages, 2692.
Supreme Oourt (Judges' Cost of Living)
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
804; second reading, 823, 1240; second
and third readings carried by absolute
majority, 1242.
Sutton, Mr. P. K. (Albert Park).
Aged and Infirm Persons-Provision of
meals, 862.
Budget, 1658.
Children's Cinema Council of Victoria,
1661.
Education Department-Visual educational facilities, 562; school libraries,
562; financial assistance to scholars, 562;
William Angliss Food Trades School,
563; subsidies, 665; improvements re-
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Sutton, Mr. P. K.-continued.
quired, 864; shortage of tea'Chers, 864;
.. Education Week," 865; technological
and technical education, 866; Budget
statement, 1658.
EstiIl).ates-Annual, 562; Supplementary,
862.
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2050.
Institute of Technology-Proposed establishment, 666.
Kindergartens-Lack of trained personnel,
563.
Licensing Fund-Increased percentage
fee, 1659.
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 487.
Literature-Objectionable
publications,
1660.
Local Governmen t Bill, 1384.
Police Offences (Amendment> Bill, 2419.
Railway Department-Melbourne-St. Kilda
service, 2209.
Supply, 665.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1200.

Swimming Pools.
partment.",

(See" Public Works De-

T.
Taxation-

Betting

Tax-Departmental report on
winning bets tax, (qnJ 282.-Public
reaction to imposition, 1707, 1735.

Commonwealth Pay-RoZZ Tax Assessment
Act-Objection to payments, 566, 653,
953.-Revenue increase, 1746.
Excess Profits Tax-Need for implementation, 1755.
Land Tax-Assessment of property at
Caulfield, (qn.) 828.-Valuation of East
Malvern properties, (qnJ 1406, 1427.Suggested improvements tax, 1656.
Petrol Tax--'Refunds to States, 839.Constitutional difficulty re restoration
of State rights, 1657.
Uniform Income Taxation. (See" Uniform Taxation.")
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 803; second
reading, 867, 1200; Committee, 1201;
remaining stages, 1201.
Theatrical Performances--Presentation
"Folies Bergere" in Victoria, 1207.

of
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The Constitution (Legislative Council) Bill
-Introduction and first reading, 1353;
second reading, 1413; debate adjourned,
1415.
Titles Office-Delays in
transfers, 870, 871.

registration

of

Tobacco-Coq.ntry supplies, 560, 561. (See
also Ie Agricultural, Dairy and Research
Colleges." )
'J.'oorak, Representation of-Resignation of
Mr. E. R. T. Reynolds, Q.C., M.L.A.,
announced, 1094; election of Mr.
H. R. Petty in place of Mr. Reynolds announced, 1893; Mr. Petty introduced
and sworn, 1893.
Totalizator' Act-Disbursement of receipts,
1356.-Increased deductions on turnover,
1687, 1692, 1706.-Use of totalizator by
country racing clubs, 1707.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill-ResolutIOn
re deductions as commission, agreed
to, 2010; introduction of Bill and first
reading, 2010; second reading, 2010,
2173, 2189; remaining stages, 2198.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
2293; appropriation resolution, 2355;
second reading, 2359, 2695; debate adjourned, 2725.
Tourist Resorts-Development, 39.

Tovell, Brigadier R. W.--continued.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardPress statement, 949; price reduction,
950.
Estimates-Supplementary, 949.
Housing Commission-Purchase of homes
by tenants, 2534.
Lands (Charitable Trusts> Bill, 466.
Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bill (No.2),
823, 1053.
Land Surveyors Bill, 1048.
Mental Hygiene Branch-Transport of
sub-normal children to training centres,
951.
Metropoli tan Transport-Discontinuance
of bus services, 409.
Point of Order-Member discussing maHer
sub judice, 1816.

Public Works Loan Application Bill, 96.
Railway Department-Metropolitan street
railways, 952; overcrowding at peak
periods, 952; maintenance of dividing
fences, 953; destruction of vermin and
noxious weeds, 953; working e~nses,
953.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 133.
Supply, 673.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 868.
1200. '
Titles Office-Registration of transfers of
titles, 870.
Wheat Industry Stabilization <Amendment) Bill, 215, 217.

To veil, Brigadier R. W. (Brighton).
Address-in-Reply, 409.
Agent-General-Newspaper report, 673.
Agriculture
Departm'ent-Milk
shop
licences, 2056.
Budget, 1689.
Business of the House-Order of business,
549.
.
Children's Welfare Department-Payments to foster parents, 950.
Commonwealth Pay-roll Tax, 953.
Education Department-Lack of classroom accommodation, 674, 1689, 1691;
school leaving age, 674, 1691; Hampton
High School, 675; transport of scholars,
675; teachers' accommodation, 675; subsidies, 676; student teachers' bonds, 951;
education loans, 1690; school population,
1690; shortage of teachers, 1691; expenditure on gardens and playing fields,
2758.

Towers, Mr. W. J. (Collingwood).
Benefit Associations Act-Activities of
funeral benefit societies, 960.
Building Directorate-Use of imported
materials, 579.
Chandler Highway-Maintenance, 959.
Estimates-Annual, 579, 594; Supplementary, 958.,
Flood Damage-Chelsea-Carrum area, 958.
Housing Commission-Provision of homes
for families, 461, 580; slum abolition,
959.
Local Government Bill, 1295.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Prosecution of bus drivers, 1842.
Municipal Endowment Fund, 2059.
Price Control, 959.
State Coal Mine-Kirrak area pit, 1554.
St. Vincent's Hospital-New casualty and
out-patients' block, 540, 594.
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Town and Country Planning-Government
grant to Board, 589.-Report by Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works re green belt, 988. (See also
"Melbourne and Metropolian Board 01
Works (Planning) Bill.")
Town Hall Hotel, Melbourne-Compensation for damage caused by gas explosion,
(qn.) 760.
Traffic Regulation-Delivery of goods in
city area, 409.-Congestion in city
streets, 411.-Powers of parking attendants, 412.-" Owner-onus" liability,
412, 856.-Speed limit in built-up areas,
554, 697.-Regulation of use of motor
horns, 558, 560.-MetropoUtan problems:
Bridges over Yarra river, 590.-Speed
governors on motor cycles, 893.-Traffic
problems of the inner metropolitan area,
898.-By-pass in St. Kilda-rDad, 898.Police warning to offending motorists,
909.-Parking of semi-trailers along
highways, 1002.-Parking facilities for
medical prDfessiDn, 1428.-IdentificatiDn
disc for dDctors' cars, 1429. (See also
"Road Accidents.")
Transfer of Land Bill. (See" Statute Law
RevisiDn CDmmittee.")
']'ransport Act-Activities of Co-ordinatDr
Df TranspDrt, (qn.) 974, 1012, 1671.Trans-Otway bus service, 1012.-Prohibition of IDng distance haulage by
road DperatDrs, 1672.
Transport Regulation Board-Revenue frDm
fees, 669, (qn.) 779.-PrDposed diversion of surplus to. Country Roads Board,
1769.
Trustee Rill-IntrDductiDn and first reading, 2476; secDnd reading, 2688; referred
to Statute Law Revision Committee
~~

,

Trustee) Corporation of Australia and New
Zealand Proprietary Limited-DirectDrs
and sharehDlders: CDntracts, (qn.) 2475.
-Agreements with hDspital cDmmittees,
(qn,) 2476.
(See also .. HDspitalsBuildings.")

Trusts, Charitable. (See" Lands (Charitable Trusts) Bills NDS. 1 and 2.")
Tuberculosis--Facilities for treatment, 405.
Turnbull, Mr. K. H. (Korong).
Agriculture Department-Decline in primary prDductiDn, 985.

Turnbull, Mr. K. H.-continued.
Budget, 1767.
CDuntry RDads Board-Land acquisition,
986; maintenance of roads, 1768.
Crown Employees-Long-service leave,
460.
Education Department-Unused school
buildings, 985; lack Df SChDOI accommodatiDn, 1767; educatiDn IDans, 1767.
Estimates-Supplementary, 984.
Eucalyptus Industry, 1767.
GDvernment CODI StDres--Extensiolls, 779,
985.
Racing-Off-the-course
betting,
HDrse
1769.
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
Egg Pulp) Bill, 335, 360.
Meat Industry-Export prices, 1209.
PDlice Offences (Firearms) Bill, 2504.
Public Works Department-Building activities, 986.
Railway Department-Refreshment services, 986; track maintenance, 986.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission - Goulburn weir-Waranga basin
channel, 976.
UnifDrm TaxatiDn, 987.
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification) Bill, 1527.
Water Bill, 1582, 1589.
Wheat Industry Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 295.

Tyack, Mr. Leslie (Hawthorn).
Address-in-Reply, 410.
Estimates-Annual, 583; Supplementary,
928.
ExplosiDn at Town Hall Hotel, Melbourne
-CDmpensation fDr damage, 760.
Government Printing Office-Expenditure,
583.
LDcal GDvernment Bill, 1255.
MelbDurne and Metropolitan Tramways
BDard-Administration, 1449; hostels,
1450.
MelbDurne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Fire Brigades Payments) Bill, 2022.
Metropolitan Transport-Traffic congestiDn, 411.
Public Debt, 928.
Public Works LDan A'pplication Bill, 94.
RedistributiDn of Assembly Seats, 1944,
1945.
Rural Finance CDrpDratiDn-Advances to.
purchase single-unit farms, 1553.
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Tyack, Mr. Leslie-continued.
State Electricity Commission (Appliances)
Bill, 1417.
State Motor Car Insurance Office-Premium rates and premium income, 757.
State Savings Bank-Administration, 410;
employment of surplus funds, 780.
Supply, 1449.
Want
of
Confidence
in
McDonald
Ministry, 1944.
Woorayl (Unimproved Rating Poll) Bill,
210.

U.
Unemployment-Effect of Commonwealth
Government's anti-inflationary policy,
997, 1419, 1421, 1430, 1455, 1645, 1669,
1703, 1727, 1739, 1751, 1757, 1758.-Conditions at Geelong, 1059.-Availability
of work on farms, 1421, 1423.

W.
Water Bill-Introduction and first reading,
1288; appropriation resolution, 1377;
second reading, 1380, 1557; Committee,
1586; remaining stages, 1590; Council's
amendment, 2294.
\\-ater Supply Department. (See" State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission.")
Ways and Means-Committee appointed, 40,
640, 702, 1011, 2624.
Weights and Measures (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first reading, 802;
second reading, 1031, 1182; Committee,
1187, 1196; remaining stages, 1197.

Whately, Mr. R. K. (CamberweU).
Address-in-Reply, 413.
Aged and Infirm Persons-Accommodation, 586.
Uniform TaxationBasic Wage-Increases, 684.
Commonwealth Legislation-Test of valiBudget, 1757.
dity, 647, 654, 691, 837.-Budget stateBush Fires-Preventive measures, 897.
ment, 1369.
Communism, 896.
Reimbursements-Grants to States, 647,
Education Department-Lack of school
653, 836, 842, 1633, 1643, 1747.-SuppleaccC'mmodation, 589; administration,
mentary grants, 837, 842.
682; provision of secondary schools,
State Rights-Restoration of power to
1443.
impose income tax, 837, 843, 845, 941,
Estimates-Annual,
559, 570, 577, 585, 586,
993, 998, 1368, 1418, 1419, 1644,
589; Supplementary, 895.
1655, 1748.-Liberal and Country party
Fat for Britain Appeal, 414.
scheme, 837, 1655.
Hairdressers Registration (Amendment)
University
of
Melbourne-Government
Bill, 1831, 2045.
grant, 568, 570, 1360.-Public meetings
Health (Meat Supervision) Bill, 2051.
on University premises, 568, 571.-ExHealth (Radiological Examinations) Bill,
tensions to Engineering School, 1360.52.
Grant for veterinary research, 1360.
Juvenile
Deliquency-Corrective. measures, 415.
V.
Landlord
and
Tenant Act-Eviction
orders, 895.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Control on
Licensing (Mildura) Bill, 491.
railway properties, 953.-Financial proLoan Funds-State allocations, 682, 1759;
vision for Lands Department, 1364.interest rates, 1760.
Rabbit pest, 1364; research work on
Local Government Bill, 1386.
myxoma virus, 1364.
Meat Producing Industry-Supplies for
Veterinary Surgeons (Foreign Qualification)
Great Britain, 414.
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
Melbourne
and Metropolitan Board of
1244; second reading, 1382, 1514; Comof Works-Town planning, 559, 589,898.
mittee, 1527; third reading, 1528.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill, 285.
Visitors Accommodated with Chair on Floor
Parliament-Recess period, 681.
of House-The Right Hon. R. K. Law,
Penal Department-Reformatory probthe Right Hon. D. R. Grenfell, C.B.E.,
lems, 414.
J.P., and Mr. J. Grimond, members of .
Personal Explanation-Statement in dethe House of Commons, 461.
bate, 906.
Potato Marketing Board-Disposal of
Votes on Account. (See
Committees of
Supply and Ways and Means.")
crop, 1843.
II
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Whately, Mr. R. K.-continued.
Price Control-Packaging supplies, 416.
Public Accounts Committee-Reconstitution, 1760.
Public Works Department-Cost of public
buildi:t:lgs, 585.
Railway Department-Level crossings,
896, 897; depreciation, 896.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 124.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 2609.
Rent Control, 685.
Retired State Servants-Pensions and
basic-wage increases, 577.
Rural Industries-Employment conditions.
414.
Shops and Factories Act-Official inspections, 897.
Solicitor-General Bill, 231.
State Electricity Commission-Service
extensions, 683; servicing heavy equipment outside Victoria, 1405; supply of
timber poles, 1442, 1760.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commis~
sion-Eildon weir extension, 1442.
Supply, 681, 1442, 2609.
Tourist and National Parks Development
Bill, 2704.
Town and Country Planning BoardGovernment grant, 589.
Unemployment, 1757, 1758.
University of Melbourne-Government
grant, 570; meetings of students, 570.
Victorian Association of Day Nurseries and
Creches-Government subsidy, 898.

Wheat-Bulk storage at marginal stations,
412.
Wheat. Industry Stabilization (Amendment)
Bill-Introduction and first reading.
81; second reading, 212, 294; remaining
stages, 304.

White, Mr. G. E. (Mentone).
Bread Making Industry-Deliveries, 595.
Carrum Drainage, 590.
Coal-Quality of gas-making supplies, 239.
Education Department-Admittance of
scholars to secondary schools, 421; needs
of Mentone electorate, 587, 948; school
accommodation, 948; shifts in schools,
1285; McKinnon multi-purpose school,
1351.
Estimates, 587, 590, 593, 595, 597.
Flood Damage-Chelsea-Carrum area,
949, 1060.

White, Mr. G. E.-continued.
Home Delivery of Commodities, 947.
Motor Tires, 2009.
Onion Marketing Board-Prices, 593.
Police Department-Conditions at Mentone Police Station, 587.
Price Control-Removal, 948; reduction of
price of motor tires, 2009.
Railway Department-Annual leave of
Traffic Branch officers and station masters, 597; overcrowding at peak periods,
948; Sandringham-Black Rock street
railway, 948.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commis,
sion-Carrum drainage problems, 590.

White, Mr. R. T. (Allendale).
Agriculture
Department-Addition
to
main offices, 79.
Budget, 1713.
Building Directorate-Permits for bUildings other than dwellings, 32; permits
for industrial and commercial purposes,
32, 281, 541; Brylaw Motors Pty. Ltd.,
542; staff and office accommodation,
2395.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control Bill, 2625, 2689, 2725.
Cement-Local production, 80, 781, 2475;
allocation of Victorian and Tasmanian
production, 461; imported cement, 461.
Coun try Roads (Amendment) Bill, 1029.
Country Roads Board-Roads to Kiewa
and Eildon weir, 756.
Debate-Withdrawal of statements objected to, 333, 693.
Decentralization - Country
industries
established and terminated, 1631.
Education-Commonwealth Government
scholarship scheme, 1797.
Education Department-Distribution to
schools of the brochure, .. The Parliament of Victoria and Parliament House,"
185; contracts for capital goods, 540;
Ringwood State School, 758; sites for
schools at Blackburn and Mont Albert
North, 758; training in rural school
management, 827; case of Mr. R. D.
Goodman, 1243; McKinnon multi-purpose school, 1351; prefabricated school
room units, 2474; accelerated promotion
of secondary school teachers, 2474.
Employers and Employees (Attachment
of Wages) Bill, 803, 866.
Hospitals-Building permits, 33.
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White, Mr. R. T.-continued.
White, Mr. R. T.-·continued.
Housing Commission-Sale of .. dwelling
Public Works Department-Contracts for
shops," 80; Heidelberg housing projects,
capital goods, 459; grants for swimming
184; new type of building contract, 281;
pools, 1678.
provision of homes for families, 461;
Railway Department-Contract for equipreports to Parliament, 461; contracts
ment, 1096.
for capital goods, 541; purchases of land,
Road Accidents-Preventive measures in
827, 911, 1024, 1094; eviction of
Me~bourne streets, 1288.
tenants, 975; release of allotments,
State
Electricity
Commission-Kiewa
1024; demolition and repair orders,
hydro-electric scheme, 872.
1093; enforcement of repair orders,
State
Instrumentalities-Purchase
of
1127; types of homes, 1178; contract
buildings, 872, 914.
prices, 1178; cost of services, 1178; purSteel-Importation of light-gauge steel.
chase of homes by tenants, 1178, 1211;
SO, 781.
abolition of Port Melbourne and South
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 2010.
Melbourne slum areas, 1242; panel of
architects, 1494; tenders for houses at
Natimuk, 1844; financial arrangements
Wirth's Park-Use of site for cultural
with contractors, 2009.
centre, (qn.) 973.
Imported Materials Loan and Application
Wool Production-Value of exports, 1703.(Amendment) Bill, 1288, 1412, 2437.
Protection of stud flocks, 1704.
Imported Motor Cars-Registrations, 873.
Kyneton District Hospital-Investigation Woorayl (Unimproved Rating Poll) Billof allegations, 1713, 1862; departmental
Received from Coun"cil and first reading,
files, 1726.
133; second reading, 188,210; .remaining
Local Government Bill, 802, 1096.
stages, 211.
Local Government (Imported Houses) Bill,
Workers
Compensation-Assessm~nt
of
58.
premium
rates,
554.-Compensatable
Marketing of Primary Products (Egg and
diseases in industries, 554.-Power of
Egg Pulp) Bill, 331, 332, 333, 334, 352,
union officials to inspect after accidents,
353, 361, 362.
554.-Amendments of Workers CompenMaterials Procurement Directorate-Price
sation Act, 554, 559.
of imported cement, 461; staff and office
accommodation, 2395.
Workers Compensation Bill-Restoration
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
under temporary Standing Order 264n,
Works (Planning) Bill, 2294, 2379.
36; second reading, 36, 40; Committee,
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
45; third reading, 51; Council's amendBoard-Sales of 3d. and 4d. tickets, 281;
ment,402.
accommodation at .. Canterbury ManWrongs (Contributory Negligence) nHlsions," 542.
Received from Council and restored
Municipal Endowment Fund, 2059.
under temporary Standing Order 264E,
Municipalities-Government
premises;
58; second reading, 58, 189; Committee,
street construction charges, 458.
193; remaining stages, 196.
Petrol-Price, 1096.
Point of Order-Statement in debate,
Y.
1726.
Price Control-Price of Sun News-Pic- Youth Centres-Grants to Ballarat, Stawell,
and Bendigo ciubs, 572.
toria,l, 1127.

By Authority: W. M. HOUSTON, Government Printer, Melbourne.

