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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday) October 5) 1954.

The SPEAKER (the Hon. P. K. Sutton)
took the chair at 3.41 p.m., and read the
prayer.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.
TEACHING SERVICE: TRAINEES: ApPOINTMENTS:
UN STAFFED
SCHOOLS:
TRANSPORT OF SCHOLARS.

Mr. BROSE (Rodney)
Minister of Education-

asked

Mr. SHEPHERD (Minister of Education).-The answers are1. (a) The number of students in training
In these years wasDivision.

1951.

1~52.

1953.

1954.

Primary ..
Secondary
Technical

1,115
547
75

1,225
603
144

1,501
693
192

1,666
760
259

..

1,737

1,972

2,386

2,685

Total

(b) The
number of students from
Teachers' Colleges appointed to schools in
these years was-

--

Division.

1951.

1952.

1953.

I

1954.

Total

2,685

It is expected that approximately 900 of
these students will be appointed to schools
at the beginning of 1955.
2. The number of existing schools
un staffed at the beginning of these years
wasYear.

1951
1952
1953
1954

Number of
Schools
Unstaffed.

50
60
55
62

3. Ten. In addition, there are 92 schools
(excluding those officially closed) that have
not been in operation for varying periods
and might not be restaffed owing either to
arrangements having been made for the
transport of most of the children to another
school or to there being at present insufficient children of school age to warrant the
services of a teacher. These 92 schools
include most of the schools' given in the
answer to item 2 of this question.
4. (a) At the commencement of the
present school year, 11,481 primary school
pupils and 12,423 secondary school pupils
(including technical school pupils) were
conveyed on 726 buses.
(b) On the 26th August of this year
12,159 ,primary school pupils and 13,048
secondary school pupils (including technical
school pupils) were conveyed on 759 buses.
In answering this item of the question the
word "schools" has been taken to mean
"State or registered schools." As schools
were in vacation on the 1st September, of
this year, the figures under (b) have been
given as at the 26th August. Although the
27th August was the last day of the second
term, figures for this day are not furnished,
as it is known that many children did not
avail themselves of transport on that day.

MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN
BOARD OF WORKS.
SEWERAGE SYSTEM: UNCONNECTED
HOUSES.

Mr. PETTY (Toorak) asked the Minister of Public Works--

Primary ..
Secondary
Technical

575
125
17

486
133
29

550
150
35

647
149
56

..

717

648

735

852

Total

(c) The number of students at present in
training at the Teachers' Colleges isPrimary . .
1,666
Se<!ondary
760
Technical ..
259

the

1. How many 'student teachers were in
training and were appointed to schools,
respectively, during each of the years 1951,
1952, and 1953, and how many are in training and will be appointed, respectively, this
year?
2. How many schools were without
teachers at the commencement of each of
the school years 1951, 1952, 1953, and 1954?
3. How many schools are now closed
owing to the shortage of teachers?
4. How many children were conveyed to
primary and secondary schools, respectively,
by Government-provided transport as at(a) the commencement of the present school
year; and (b) 1st September of this year;
and how many buses were used for this
purpose on each of such dates?

Department.

------------------------------

1. How many homes in each metropolitan
municipality are not connected with the
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works sewerage system?
2. When it is anticipated that these
homes will be connected with the system?

Melbourne a1id Metropolitan
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Mr. MERRIFIELD (Minister of Public
Works).-The Melbourne 'and Metropolitan Board of Works has furnished the
following information:Owing to absence of the necessary statistical data, it is not possible to state the
actual number of houses in the metropolitan area not connected to the Board's
sewerage system, but an approximate estimate has been prepared from the aerial
photographs obtained by the Board in
March last. The figures set out in the
attached schedule represent the estimated
number of houses for which sewers have
not yet been provided, within areas where
the average building density is' 25 'Per cent.
or more (Le. where, on the aveooge, one
lot in every four is built on). It is the
Board's present policy to provide sewers
where the building density exceeds 50 per
cent., but, when the existing arrears of
work are overcome, it is probable that
the limiting percentage for approval will
be reduced progressively, insofar as the
Board's financial resources and other circumstances will permi t.
These figures include all isol'ated communities such as Altona, St. Albans, Clayton, Mt. Waverley, and Greensborough,
where the density of development exceeds
25 per cent., but do not include the
following: (a) Houses within the existing sewered
area (Le., where sewers have been
provided) but which have not yet
been connected to the system. This
information could only be obtained
by a detailed analysis of the Board's
records.
(b) Houses
scattered throughout the
rural and semi-rural areas.
For some years since the war, the Board
has not been able to construct the necessary extensions to the sewerage system at
a rate sufficient to cope with housing
development and as a result a total of
approximately £8,000,000 worth 'of such
work is now awaiting construction in areas
where the density of development exceeds
50 per cent. With the present limitation
of funds, the rate of sewer construction is
still below the rate of house construction
and, until sufficient funds, Joabour, and
material become available, it is not possible to state when these arrears of work
will be overcome. The Board's tentative
programme of construction provides for this
being completed over a period of ten years.
It should be noted that, in addition to
these necessary extensions to the reticulation system, the Board will be involved
in a large programme of works for the
amplification of the system generally.
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Board of Works.

As stated in the first paragraph of the
answer, the Board has submitted a statement showing the number of unsewered
houses in the municipalities within the
metropolis. If the House is agreeable,
the statement could be inc()II'porated in
Hansard) without being read by me.
The SPEAKE'R (the Hon. P. K.
Sutton).-By leave of the House, the
statement may be included as part of
the Minister's answer.

Mr. CAIN.-It should be in the form
of a return.
The statement is as follows:-

Municipality.

Estimated
Number of
Houses not
Provided
with Sewers.

Box Hill
Brighton
Broadmeadows

2,116
44
2,228

Brunswick
Camberwell
Caulfield
Coburg
Dandenong

26
981
50
1,511
500

Eltham
Essendon
Footscray
Heidelberg

1,300
476
1,424
3,435

Keilor
Malvern
Moorabbin
Mordialloc

1,536
310
4,861
830

Mulgrave

2,569

Northcote
Nunawading ..
Oakleigh
Preston
Sandringham

III
1,963
910
2,277
677

Sunshine

2,877

Williamstown
Werribee
(Altona)
Total

504
1,296
34,812

Remarks.

Excludes
Housing
Commission
Estate

Estimate only
Clayton area
Estimate only

for

Includes
Greensborough, 1,200
Includes Clayton, 200
150
in
Includes
Beaumaris
Mt.
Includes
'Waverley,
550 ;
Clayton, 300

Includes
in
450
Beaumaris
Includes
300
St.
Albans; 360 Sunshine West . and
Deer Park
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PETROL.
AFTER-HoUR TRADING.
Mr. PETTY (Toorak) asked Mr.
Scully (Honorary Minister), for the
Minister of Labour and IndustryWhether any authority has been given for
the use of automatic pumps to dispense

petrol after normal trading hours; if so, to

whom?

Mr. SCULLY (Honorary Minister).The answer to the honorable member's
question is, "No."
QUESTIONS TO MINISTERS.
The SPEAKE'R (the Hon. P. K.
Sutton) .-1 think that I might with
pertinency refer to a statement which
was made on the 19th July, 1933, by the
then Speaker, the late Sir Alexander
Peacock, in reference to questions to
Ministers. His remarks are reported on
page 388 of Volume 191 of Hansard as
follows:I wish to direct the attention of honorable
members to the fact that, from time to time,
questions are asked which are really in the
nature of motions for returns that would be
unopposed. It would facilitate the business
of the House considerably if honorable
members who desired statistical information
were to give notice of their intention to
move for returns. Then the old practice
could be observed of placing the motions on
the Notice Paper, and the particulars would
be supplied in the ordinary course. I propose that that shall be done in future, and
if honorable members will co-operate, it
will save a good deal of time, and obviate
the necessity of Ministers answering at
length long series of questions.

I adopt the proposal of my predecessor
that such requests for statistical information should 'be so treated in future.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY (Barwon).I rise to a point of order, Mr. Speaker,
for the purpose of elucidating information. I understand that motions relating
to returns would appear on the Notice
Paper. Does that mean that the Government could decide the position that such
a motion would occupy on 'the Notice
Paper and thus avoid' supplying an
answer?
The SPEAKER.-The answer to the
honorable member's question is implicit
in the word "unopposed." Such a
motion would appear on the Notice
Paper as unopposed.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-That would
not alter the present situation.

Metropolitan Board

MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN
BOARD OF WORKS (AMENDMENT)
BILL.

Mr. MERRIFIELD (Minister of Public
Works).-I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

Tthe measure I am about to explain
provides for an increase in the amount
of loan money the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works is empowered to
borrow. Opportunity has been taken
also to include a few additional amendments which have been found necessary.
By section 191 of the Board's Act as
amended, the Board is entitled by law to
amounts
not
exceeding
borrow
£44,750,000. At the present time, the
unexercised borrowing power of the
Board ,amounts only to £99,083 148.,
which will not be sufficient to finance
the Board's approved capital works programme for the current financial year1954-55. The Board's borrowing power
was last increased in 1953, when an
additional £5,000,000 was authorized by
Act No. 5668. The expenditure on
capital works since then, and the estimated expenditure for the next two
years, are as follows:Actual
Expenditure.

Capital Works.

£

£
2,274,000
1,121,000
1,140,000
146,600
1,500,000
28,000
1,009,000
331,000
35,000
467,000
35,000
8,086,600

Estimate of
Expenditure
for Next
Two Years.

Upper Yarra Dam
..
Upper Yarra-Silvan Conduit
Laying of water mains
Other water supply works
Main and Reticulation
Sewers
Amplification of sewerage
system
..
Main drains ..
..
Metropolitan Farm
Other sewerage works ..
..
Purchase of plant
Building storeyards and
depots

2,800,000

..

3,056,000
184,600
1,490,000

tOO,OOO
1,000,000
449,000
127,000
660,000
201,400
10,168,000

\

It will be seen that capital works for
the next two years will require more
than £10,000,000, and that the present
Bill authorizes an increase in the
Board's borrowing power by that
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longer required. The Board has requested that the Act be 'amended so tha t
it may retransfer to the Crown land
originally vested in it by the Act but no
longer needed for the Board's purposes.
Clause 4 will meet this position, subject
to consultation between the Minister
administering the Board's Act and the
Commissioner of Crown Lands.
Clause 5 substitutes a new section
for section 223 of the Act, which relates
to the method of serving notices on
owners or occupiers of land. This
broadly follows the wording of a similar
provision in the Local Government Act.
It will be noted that in the existing section of the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works Act the Board is required to cause any notice o~ order to be
served personally on the owner or some
adult inmate of his abode where he lives
in the municipal district in which the
premises to which the notice refers are
I ct9me now to other foreshadowed situated. Where he lives outside 'th'at
amendments of the principal Act, section municipal district, the notice or order
40 of which provides, inter alia. may be served by post. Under the proposed new section the Board will be
In the event of the death or the perable to serve any notice by post, if it so
manent disablement of any officer or
workman employed by the Board as the
desires.
direct result of accident or injury sustained
Mr. RYLAH.-What type of notices
without negligence on his part while
will be affected?
engaged in the works of the Board, the
Board may cause to be paid to such officer
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-Notices conor workman or to such of the surviving
cerning non-payments of rates, and so
relatives of such officer or workman as the
Board thinks fit, any gratuity of which the
forth. As to clause 6 of this amending
Board approves not exceeding in the whole
measure, I point out that. the Act
the amount of three years' salary or ''''''ages
fixes a maximum drainage rate of 2d. in
and not exceeding Five hundred pounds.
the £1 of net annual value, but the
The figure of £500 was laid down as the actual rate levied is only one penny.
maximum in 1901 and is now entirely Many properties which are subject to
out of line with current wage scales. By the drainage rate are valued at such a
clause 3 of the present Bill the provision low figure that the cost of collecting the
fixing the maximum gratuity at £500 is rate is considerably in excess of the
being repealed, leaving the maximum at amount collectable. The Board states
three years' salary or wages. As to that the cost of raising a debit in its
clause 4, section 58 of the principal rate books, the preparation and subAct vests in the Board certain lands mission of an account and its collecfor water supply, sewerage and drainage tion is approximately 3s. 6d., while
purposes, 'and provides that the Crown many of the properties are in unmay resume any land required for any developed areas and are not liable for
public purpose, subject to the consent water or sewerage rates. The Governof Parliament, or for public highways. ment has therefore decided that a proSection 207 provides that the Board vision should be inserted in the Act
may sell, dispose of or exchange any fixing a minimum drainage rate of 2s.
land purchased by it, but there is no 6d. in respect of any property subject
authority for it to dispose of any of the to that rate. The Act already provides
land, vested in it by the Act, which is no for a minimum rate of lOs. per annum

amount. The extraordinary development
that lias taken place in recent years in
this metropolis has imposed a very
heavy task on the Board in the provision
of water supply, sewerage and main
drainage, and it is important that the
Board's activities in these directions
should be continued. Water, sewerage
and drainage are absolutely essential to
the health and comfort of the people in
this vast metropolis, and I am sure that
the proposal for an increase in the
borrowing power of the Board, so that
it can extend its services to new areas
and improve services in those areas
already served, will meet with general
approval both in this House and among
the public. To give effect to this
increase of borrowing power, clause 2
provides that the amount the Board is
entitled to borrow shall be £54,750,000,
in lieu of the present limit of
£44,750,000.
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on any property liable for water rates.
The Bill is not contentious and, though
small, it will be of considerable assistance to the Board in the carrying out
of its work in the metropolitan area.
On the m'Otion of Mr. RYLAH (Kew),
the debate was adj'Ourned until next
day.
BUDGET DEBATE.
'1!he House having gone into Committee of Supply, the debate (adjourned
from September 28) on the Budget,
submitted by Mr. Cain (Premier and
Treasurer) on September 14, was
resumed.
Mr. CORRIGAN (Port Melbourne).I: listened with much interest to the
contributions by Opposition members to
the Budget debate and I can understand
their criticism, which was tinged with
bitterness, because they realize that the
Premier has brought down an excellent
Budget. In former years, members of
the Opposition parties ·occupied the
Treasury bench for such long periods
that they 'are now apt to lose sight of
the time factor. I claim that, during
their terms of office, those parties did
little or nothing in the interests of the
State and of citizens generally. Another
interesting aspect is th'at the Opposi tion forces are now being criticized in
their constituencies, and are afraid of
what will happen to them at the next
Assembly election. Moreover, it will
not be long before a triennial election
for the Legislative Council takes place,
and I forecast that, f,oHowing that election, Labour will have a majority in the
Upper House.
During the Budget debate, the honorable member for Benambra once again
played the role of Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde-a role for which he is well
known. In the course of his remarks,
the honorable member referred t'O executives of the Lab-our party and to
members on the Government side 'Of the
Chamber. He indicated that Mr. Lovegrove and executive officers of the
Labour movement received instructions
from the K1remlin that were implemented by members on the Ministerial
side of the House. I strongly resent
those rem'arks because they are untrue.

Debate.

The honorable member for Benambra
and other Opposition members know full
well that the Labour party is the only
one that has faced up to and fought
Communism in both political and industrial spheres.
Mr. TuRNBULL.-Which wing fights
Communism?
Mr. CORRIGAN.-I am speaking of
the Labour party; there are no
" splinters" on my side of the Assembly.
Over the years the Country party has
helped to breed Communism in Victoria.
n has done nothing to help the Labour
party or the members of the central
executive of any other interested organization to fight Communism.
Honorable members interjecting.

Mr.
CORRIGAN.-All
honorable
members on the Opposition side of the
House can have a " go" at me if they
wish.
•
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr.
Cook) .-Order! The honorable member
for Port Melbourne must address the
Cha,ir.
Mr. CORRIGAN.-Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. The statements made by the
honorable member for Benambra are
not true. When the Communist party
had control of the trade union movement
in 1945, the initiative and foresight of
members of the Australian Labour party
smashed its influence in many of the
major unions of Australia. As a result,
rank and file members of such unions
again have control over their own
affairs.
Mr. RYLAH.-There is still a spot of
trouble in the tramways union, and the
public is becoming tired of it.
Mr. CORRIGAN.-I do not think that
is so, but I assure the honorable member
for Kew that the Government will take
whatever action is necessary. The honorable member for Benambra referred to
Beechworth and complained of railway
freights. Some time ago, when I visited
the mental hospital in that area, several
of the honorable member's constituents
expressed concern that a beverage sold
in bottles was costing them 2s. 11d.,
whereas in Melbourne the price was
2s. 7d. a bottle. Later they suggested
that the visitors should take home a
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sample of the local brew. By some
coincidence the price of that was also
2s. lId. a bottle. It would appear, therefore, that the people of Beechworth were
speaking with their tongues in" their
cheeks. The honorable member for
Benambra used unparliamentary language, a tendency for which he has long
been noted. A humble back-bencher,
such as myself, could be forgiven for
such a breach of good taste, but the
honorable member for Benambra, who
has occupied the high post of AttorneyGeneral, should uphold the dignity of the
House, at least by using parliamentary
language.
Mr. McDoNALD.-That is a reflection
on the Chairman of Committees.
Mr. CORRIGAN.-Perhaps the Chairman did not hear the remarks to which
I reier, but I did, and they are reported
in Hansard. If the honorable member
for Benambra was on the Government
side of the House, I am sure my colleagues would see that he had medical
attention. Perhaps we would send him
away for a long holiday.
Mr. McDoNALD.-At least he is not a
hypocrite.
Mr. CORRIGAN.-I do not know what
he is, nor do I believe he knows himself.
During this Budget debate, criticism has
been levelled at the Government concerning Tattersall's, probably because
Opposition" members are jealous of the
Government's achievements in that
direction. In a few years the people
will realize the benefi ts they are
deriving fimm Tatters-alI's operations in
Victoria. I believe the people are happy
about the Government's action. In 1952
when I contested a by-election for the
Assembly seat which I now hold, the
present Premier, the Minister of Health,
Mr. Cremean, M.H.R., and the Mayor of
Port Melbourne, Councillor Hickey, were
presen tat 'one of my election meetings,
when I indica ted that I thought the
time had ar:rived to institute 'a lottery
in Victoria. At that time my opponents,
the Liberal party and the Communist
party candidates, did not mention the
matter, and as a result both of them
lost their deposits.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Did you refer to" a
State lottery?
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Mr. CORRIGAN.-At that "time "I
thought Victoria should have 'a State
lottery, but now I believe that the Premier's answer to the problem was a
better one. It has been suggested that
the public are not in favour of Tattersall's operating in Victoria. On the contrary, I believe there is wholehearted
support -of the Government's action.
I wish to join the honorable members
for Oakleigh ,and Hawthorn in expressing concern at the continued publication
of indecent m"atter by the weekly newspaper Truth. Last session" the police
offences legislation relating to obscene
publications was amended. All honorable members then agreed with the
principle of the amending Bill. It is
remarkable that since then the filthy,
scurrilous rag known as Truth has continued to traffic in the publication of
indecent and obscene material. Unless"
we, as elected representatives of the
people, take some action in this matter
we shall fail in our duty. For several
months the paper to which I refer has
been emphasizing matters of sex, crime
and violence, thus seriously "affecting
the minds and corrupting the morals of
the young people of this State. Recen tly a school teacher in my own
electorate told me that one afternoon
in the city he was shocked to see one
of his pupils, aged 12 years, selling the
Truth. He had no objection to the lad
selling newspapers, but on this occasion
the lad displayed a copy of Truth) such
as the one I have with me now, while
he had a bundle of Heralds under his
arm. It is a terrible thing that a newspaper should print a front p'age 'of the
type I am now exhibiting. The teacher
asked the lad why he displayed the
newspaper in such a fashion, and the boy
replied that unless he did so he would
not be able to sell copies, but if he held
one up in his hand, as I do now, he
would sell them like hot cakes.
The article relates to happenings in
New South Wales some months ago
when a man was sentenced to death
after being convicted on a charge of
criminally assaulting women. The court
purposely prohibited publication of the
names of the young models, but this
newspaper had the effrontery to print
photographs of them with a small mask
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across the eyes of each. C have been
informed from sources in New South
Wales that because of the publication of
these photographs in Truth, the names
of the models are known practically
throughout that State. This is a disgrace. The girls, their mothers and
fathers, and members of their families
have suffered enough. This filthy, scurrilous rag would publish this article for
only two purposes-first, to make
profits, and secondly, to confuse the
minds of the people. I have heard persons residing in my electorate refer to
these things, and their minds are confused. It is a disgrace. It is beyond me
to believe that any newspaper proprietor
or proprietress could have the effrontery
to allow this type of publication to be
distributed in this State. During the
last few months, Truth has published
nothing but a conglomerati'0n of filth
and sex, and action should be taken
against it as soon as possible. I trust
that the Government will investigate
the m'atter with the object of ensuring
that a proper standard of decency is
observed by newspapers. It would be a
good idea if members ,or the House
Committee set an example by making
sure that this filthy, scurril'0us rag is
not brought within the precincts of one
of Her Majesty's Parliaments.
I congratulate the Government for increasing the annual grant to the St.
John Ambulance Association.
When
the previous Budget was presented by
the Labour Government, an am'Ount of
£1,245 was provided for the association
tn order that its members should be reimbursed for the cost of their uniforms
used 'On official duties. This year, the
grant has been increased to £1,450. I
trust that the Government will give
further assistance to this body, whose
members d'0an excellent job. " A splendid example of their work was that
carried 'out during "the visit of Her
Majesty the Queen. In the future, I
hope it will be possible for members of
the association t'0 travel free on public
transport.
Sometimes we might expect too much
of voluntary organizations. Members
of the St. J'0hn Ambulance Association
have to work at times under dangerous
conditions. Men and women who travel
Mr. Corrigan.

Debate.

to" and from work are covered by
workers compensation, and if it be
possible I should like the Government to
make an additional grant to enable members of the organization to be covered by
some form of insurance. A case in point
occurred during the recent football
league finals. A hooligan threw a bottle
ac,ross the field. I suppose it was thrown
in an ,attempt to hit the umpire, but the
nearest person was a member of the St.
John Ambulance Ass'0ciation. If he had
been killed '0r hurt, he would have had
no insurance coverage, and nothing
would have been paid to his dependants.
1 ask the Government to give these
matters serious consideration with a
view to providing for members of this
association free travel on public transport and insurance cover.
The Royal Life Saving Clubs, which
number about 42, constitute another
humane movement in the State. The
amount paid by the Government to this
organization is £2,500. All members will
appreciate the work carried out along
the foreshores during the summer
months by those who belong to these
clubs. Every year they save many Uves.
I have examined the activities of certain
of the clubs, which have inadequate
accommodation and equipment. The
grant received from the Government is
not sufficient to enable them to function
properly. In my electorate there is the
South Melbourne Life Saving Club and,
because of its small capacity, numbers
of young lads and girls are prevented
from joining the organization. The
desire of members generally should be
[he establishment of as many life-saving
clubs as possible, and I trust the Government will give earnest consideration to
this question.
Referring to rna ternal and child
hygiene, I congratulate the Government
on its fine effort. This work concerns
not only individual persons, but is of
benefit to the people of the State
generally. The total provision for all
services associated with the health of
mothers and children this year is the
sum of £763,000, an increase of £175,000
over the amount provided last year. 1
am sure the Government will be commended by all sections of the community
for increasing the grant. The annual
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subsidy to municipalities which engage
an infant-welfare sister will be raised
from £400 to £450, and the subsidy for
creches and day nurseries is to be
increased from £45 to £75 per child.
Provision is made to raise the maintenance subsidy for kindergartens from
£15 to £24 per child per annum. I hope
the Governmcnt will consider increasing
the grant for kindergartens.
A larger sum will be made available
to municipalities which have adopted the
home-help scheme, the amount of the
grant being raised from £24,000 to
£27,000. The electorate I represent is
largely industrial in character, and the
majority of the constituents receive
small wages. The increased grants will
be of great benefit to various municipalities. I congratulate the Government on presenting such an excellent
Budget, which proposes advances in
education, health and public works.
Reductions in racing taxation, the
abolition of railway level crossings, improvements in child welfare, are among
other propositions set out.
The
programme outlined will richly reward
the Government in the future, and will
ensure -its occupancy of the Treasury
bench for many years to come.
Sir ALBERT LIND (Gippsland East).
- I express regret that the honorable
member for p.ort Melbourne should
have attacked the party to which I
belong. His references to Communism
were uncalled for, but in reply I shall
only say to him, "We are not the followers of Evatt." That statement may
hurt one or two members ,on the Government side of the Chamber, but they
should carefully consider it.
I have heard certain nice comments
about the Budget from members supporting the Government, and I wish I
could echo their sentiments. I have
the greatest personal regard for the
Premier and Treasurer, but I view with
disgust what has 'occurred during the
last year, and what is likely to take
place in the current year under his
administration. I challenge any member to lI'efute the statements I shall
make. Although the revenue of the
Government last year was probably
£22,000,000 more than that of the last
Country party Government, country
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people of Victoria have not received a
fair deal. The Budget has been balanced
only at the expense of rural dwellers
who have not received the 'amenities to
which they are entitled. Country ·peopleare carrying the city of Melbourne on
their backs.
Sir THOMAS MALTBy.-It was a city
Budget for city people.
Sir . ALBERT LIND.-I agree with
that remairk. Earlier to-day a secondreading speech on a Bill relating to the
Melbourne ,and Metropolitan Board of
Works and seeking additional borrowing
power of £10,000,000 was delivered in
about five minutes.
That delighted
Government supporters as it proposed
When
benefits for the city area.
one listens to the news sessions of
the wireless programmes only items
dealing with the metropolitan area
are covered; nothing is heard of
the country, except that every now and
again the Minister in Charge of Elec~
trical Undertakings is reported to have
announced that works at Yallourn and
Morwell are being speeded up. But are
they? The stagnation that one can
see at those places presents a very
sorry picture.
Mr. PETTIONA.-If that is true, it was
caused by a non-Labour Administration.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-That is not so.
lt is because ,the Government has not
been big enough to appreciate values.
The Snowy Mountains hydro-electric
scheme is proceeding at a great pace,
with the. result that the benefits of
wa ter and electlI"ic power from tha t
source might become available before
the YaUourn project is completed. I am
most perturbed when I study what is
happening.
Mr. CAlN.-You do not know what
you are talking about. The benefits
from the Snowy Mountains scheme will
not become evident during your lifetime
or mine.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-That remains to
be seen. I now wish to refer to the question of transport.
Apparently the
Government is so concerned about 41seater tramway buses that it has no
time to consider any other form of
transport. I invite the Government to
examine our railway system and the
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effect that increased freights and fares
have had on country people. I hope t!1e
Premier will not be like the Minister of
Transport, who said that he knew' as
much about Gippsland as I do. I would
point out that the difference between his
knowledge and mine is that the Minister
lived in Gippsland for a short time as a
child and then came to the city, whereas I have lived in Gippsland all my life.
Recently, with a fanfare of trumpets,
the Prem-ier and others, on the railway
platform at Warragul, told the story of
what they were doing concerning the
electrification of the Gippsland railway
line. However, I would point out that
this Government came in at the tail-end,
so to speak, and opened that section of
the electrified line to Warragul which
the Country party Government authorized. I should like to inform members
of the fate of the people east of Warragul. Prior to the electrification of the
line to Warragul, there was a diesel
'service operating between Melbourne
and Bairnsdale, but now an old R-class
engine is used on the run from Warragul
to Sale,. and that operating on the Sale
to Bairnsdale service is of the bullockwagon type. Recently, I introduced a
deputation to the Minister of Transport,
Mr. Coleman, on the question of the
diesel-operated train. When the Minister
made his reply, he did not look at the
members of the deputation, but read
from the file-apparently, he did not
have an opinion of his own. When I asked
the Minister why the diesel engine was
not used between Bairnsdale and Warragul, he said that it was not available. I
then informed the Minister that I knew
where it was' and that Mr. Rogers, the
chief engineer, could tell him if my information was correct. He said, "Well,
where is it?" I said, "Pushing goods
trucks between Traralgon and Warragul." That is what is happening at
present. Country people are not being
given a fair deal. I shall now mention
the sawmilling industry in East Gippsland, which, apart from the growing of
wool and crops, is the most important
activity in that part of the State. The
sawmilling industry was encouraged and
developed by the Country party Government, but the Ministry now in office is
not so sympathetic and insists that the
Sir Albert lAnd.
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sawmillers shall have the timber transported by rail regardless of cost. The
sawn timber is loaded on to the trucks at
the railway station nearest to the mills.
Frequently, there are no proper facilities
for loading the timber for transport by
rail, and often the facilities for unloading the timber when it arrives at· its
destination are also unsatisfactory. At
the railway terminal the timber is transferred to road trucks and taken to its
final destination. What a nice state of
affairs!
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-That is the policy
of the Labour Government.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-It is. It was the
policy-'Mr. O'CARRoLL.-When your Government was in office.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-If the honorable
member will restrain himself I shall tell
him something for his edification. The
Hansard record of debates in this Chamber will clearly indicate where I stood
in reference to the subject of roadtransport regulation. Those records will
also show what the .Labour Government
and those associated with it have done
to strangle road transport. The legislation passed for that purpose was
described by me-'-again my remarks will
be' found in Hansard-as the" R.oad
Transport Strangulation Bill." That
measure was intended to restrict the
operations of road carriers and to divert
business to the railways. As a member
of past Governments, I have always
given a fair deal to the Railway Department, and I have helped in every way
I could, when the Department was
playing the game properly.
The Government should take some
interest in the country and its problems.
If in the future there should be some
poor seasons, the effect would be disastrous on the finances of the State.
Then, there would be no balanced
Budget. It is for its lack of interest in
the country that the Government may
be justly criticized. The Government
of which I was a member was lucky
for some years so far as the seasons
were concerned, but it did not
have as much money to spend as has
the present Administration. The Commonwealth Government has been particularly generous to the Government
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now in office in· Victoria. The Premier
is well aware of that fact and in his
hel\rt he is grateful to the Federal
Government for the assistance it has
given him. The Commonwealth has
provided £1,000,000 a year for expenditure on roads, and that contribution is
only one of .the ways in which help has
been rendered.
I regret that at"the moment the Minister of Public Works is not in the
Chamber, as I desire to mention a matter
that comes within his jurisdiction. Like
a number of other members, I have been
trying to induce the Government t6
grant assistance similar to that given by
the Country party Government to promote local undertakings, such as the
erection of public halls in country towns.
The Country party Ministry voted sums
as high as £1,500 towards the cost of
constructing public halls to be used as
meeting places for rural communities.
My Government never refused any
reasonable request for assistance of that
nature. At present the Public Works
Department will not give even a kind
smile to eountry people, and its attitude
is hurtful.
I could mention a number of places
in which the people have organized the
building of local halls ,on the understanding that they would receive some
financial assistance from the Government. In several instances they were
encouraged by the Government to erect
the halls. In one case I am one of the
guarantors in connexion with the money
raised for the provisi'0n of a buildjng.
I am not worried concerning tha t
aspect of the matter, but it is hurtful
to learn that while these· good pe'0ple are
prepared t'0 do much to help themselves
they are being denied any financial
aid from the Government. Local communities are also being refused assistance for the provision of recreation
reserves.
I shall now direct a few remarks to
the question 'Of river improvement, and
I trust that .the Minister of Water Supply
will take notice of them. During the
life of. the Country paTty Government
a number of trusts were established for
the purpose of effecting river improvement work. At that time the trusts
undertook various projects on the
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understanding ·that the Government
would grant them finance on the
basis of a Government vote of £7 for
every £1 raised by the trusts. The
trusts were formed-Mr. CAIN.-And were given no money.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-That is not so.
The Government with which I was associated gave the river improvement
trusts considerable assistance on the
basis I have indicated. We asked the
trusts to contribute only £1 for every £7
granted by the Government towards
r,iver improvement works.
Mr. CAIN.-That is why nothing was
done.
.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-If the Premier
would like to have the evidence of the
work ·that was done to improve rivers
throughout VictO'ria, I shall be happy to
supply it. It is useless for the Premier
to suggest that ,our Government did
nothing, because I can tell him the
st'0ry, particularly with reference to
Gippsland. I know more about that
part of the State than does the Premier
or his colleague, Mr. C'0leman. The
Labour Government is not being neaTly
as. ~enerous as was the Country party
~mIst~y, alth'0ugh it may be assisting
rIver Improvement trusts on the basis
·of only £2 to £1. I ask all honorable
members the question: Who owns the
rivers of Victoria? The streams in this
State are not owned by a few landowners who have properties adjacent to
them. The rivers are a naHonal asset.
I remind the Premier of the occasion
when he stood on the banks 'Of the Avon
river. I told him then in no uncertain
manner what I thought on the subject
of .rive: improvement. I have always
mamtamed 'that the improverrent of the
watercourses of the State is work of a
na tionalcha1racter.
Mr. BOLTE.-The deterioration of Victorian rivers is ·a national tragedy.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-It is. A few
landowners whose properties are situa ted near the banks of the streams are
being asked to shoulder the whole of
the burden of river protection. Certainly, the preservation of the rivers
might be in the interests of their own
property, but it must be remembered
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that if the rivers are not ma'intained
this State will lose an asset that it will
never be able to retrieve.
MI!'. CAIN.-How many acres of land
have been lost along the banks of the
Avon river?
Sir ALBERT LIND.-Thousands.
Mr. CAIN.-You were a member of
Governments that held office for about
twenty years.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-I ask the Premier to think of what work was done
by ·my Government along that part of
the Avon river between the Princes
Highway road bridge and the railway
bridge ·across the Avon river. In that
locality an excellent construction was
completed. I refer to the stone work and
to other improvements that have been
made. That project was finished at
the time the Government of which I was
a member was in office. It is, in fact,
the only real improvement work that
haS been done to preserve the lands
along the Avon river, and the Premier
will not deny what I have said. I again
remind the honorable gentleman of the
time when he, and a number of other
visitors, assembled near the banks of the
Avon river. At one stage, I was stand-'
ing apart from the group. The Premier
called me over and within the hearing
of the others present, said:
"You
agree
with
me,
Albert;
you
agree that the landowners along the
river should be responsible for the cost
of the improvement works?" I said, " I
certainly do not; this is a national project and the cost of it should be 'the
responsibility of ,all the people."
I pointed across many chains of gravel
and sand to some bushes and said, " That
is where the river was originally." It
does not matter what party forms the
Government, the Crown is responsible
for a chain and a half on either side of
the stream. I am speaking now of many
years ago.
Mr. CAIN.-Your party has been in
office for years since then.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-I agree, and it
was responsible for much work being
done towards the improvement of rivers.
However, I pointed out that, owing to
neglect, the frontages had again
encroached on private land and that
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many acres of Wade's property, on
which
we
were
standing,
had
disappeared.
Mr. CAIN.-The land on which the
house stood is gone now.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-Yes. At the
time I am speaking of, I said that if the
house was not shifted, it would be
washed away. I do .not make these
references in any bad feeling; I do not
address the Premier other than in a
desire to help. However, this problem
has been growing and growing and
to-day, with the greatest of respect to
my Leader, the honorable member for
Shepparton, I would say that it might
have been better to have delayed bringing irrigation to the drier country in the
north for a year or two while attention
was given to preserving for posterity the
splendid alluvial flats I have in mind.
Mr. CAIN.-The drier areas might blow
away, but they would not wash away?
Sir ALBERT LIND.-Exactly. It
hurts me when I see month after month
and year after year go by with nothing
done. I appeal to the Premier in all sincerity to view this as a serious job of
work.
The position is absolutely
desperate to-day and the few people
occupying the river flats cannot carry
this huge burden. It is not their
responsibility alone.
Another matter to which I desire to
refer while the Minister of Water Supply
is in the Chamber concerns the MaffraSale irrigation area. Some three years
ago, certain gates and other items of
equipment were purchased overseas to
be used on a new diversion weir at Glenmaggie. If the Minister refers to the
appropriate file in his Department, he
will see that just before I left office I
received a letter from Mr. East in which
he set out the case and said that the
gates for the diversion weir were practically on the way out from overseas. He
also stated that immediately they
arrived the erection work would proceed.
Mr. STONEHAM.-Approximately when
was that letter written?
Sir ALBERT LIND.-Just prior to the
present Government taking office; about
two years ago. I understand that the
gates have been rusting away because,
we are told, there is no money to carry
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on with the work. What I have outlined
to the Committee might not seem very
important, but the Minister of Water
Supply knows only too well what it
means to the people down-stream round
about The Heart and such places. What
happens every year-more particularly
in an average rainfall or drier season,
such as the present one is threatening to
be, although We hope that it will not-is
that the landholders are denied water
for their irrigation country. They are
taxed on the basis applicable to country
valued at £200 an -acre, but it is no
better than dry-area farm land in some
seasons. These are the points that are
worrying me all the time.
Mr. McDoNALD.-And this Government has millions in reserve to play with.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-That is so.
Surely something can be done to help
landowners affected. We have enjoyed
some good seasons and we are living, one
could almost say, on the sheep's back today. Wool represents our greatest exportable wealth. Our dq.irying industry has
not yet reached production peak, nor has
it felt anything in the nature of a setback
yet. However, I think the Government
should look ahead. There are many
people who have not a full appreciation
of the possibilities of the future. Should
the primary industries encounter a bad
season or two, that would have serious
consequences for the State.
My concluding remarks are addressed
to the city' of Melbourne. Everything
was done by the city press to kill the
Country party and to do away with anything .in the nature of representation of
country interests in Parliament. The
·11 two-f.or-one " electoral plan has nearly
done that. In passing, I might say that
my present electorate is more than 220
miles long but two-for-one " has added
an area from east of Maffra to the west
of Walhalla.
Tha t just does not
make sense. If I did not know my
·electors as I do, how could I hope to represent them? It just could not be done.
I can take a bump. I hope, with anybody
and, if necessary, I can hit back, but all
who know me realize that I try to play
the game. However, frustration is the
most disheartening experience one can
have in Parliament or anywhere else.
II
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I hope that what I have said may be
the means of at least directing a little
more attention to the needs of the
people in country districts who are more
important to-day than any other section
of the community.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY (Barwon).We on this side of the Chamber-Her
Majesty's Opposition-are here to speak
for the people f'rom time to time and to
defend them against the proposals of the
Government when we think that such
proposals are not in the interests of the
community at large. What I have to say
will be drawn from a perusal of the
Premier's Budget speech; thus my remarks will be strictly relevant to the
substance of the Budget debate. I
shall even follow the sequence of the
Premier's presentation. The first point
-which, of course, must gratify the
community-is that the Budget has been
balanced. It does not matter which
party is in power, the electors
generally must be happy when a Budget
is balanced, more particularly when it is
balanced following upon a substantial
reduction in income tax by the Federal
Government 'and with the contemplation
of a further reduction in the current
year. I t is all very well to balance the
Budget by imposing heavier taxation
upon the community, but in this instance
we are facing the happy situation of reduced taxation and a Government embarrassed by riches.
In fact, the
Treasurer and his advisers have been
hard put to devise holes and corners into
which to stuff surplus notes. Some play
was made of the fact that a few days
ago I described the Premier as a spendthrift, whereas the Leader of the Opposition called him a miser. There is nothing inconsistent in those two points of
view, because the Leader of the Opposition and I were looking at the honorable
gentleman from different sides of his
physiognomy, but he was the same man.
I find that the Premier is a lavish
spendthrift in getting rid of the surplus
millions which, by the grace of Menzies,
have fallen into his lap without any
effort on his part-he did not even have
to put duty stamps on receipts! I also
find that he is extravagant in allocating
at least £250,000 for the abolition of railway level crossings. I know that I shall be
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taken to task for daring to criticize. that
proposal, but the Premier is penurious
when it comes to a consideration of the
needs of, the aged.
The honorable
gentleman :and his followers have been
most voluble, whenever they can get an
audience, in complaining that the
Federal Government :has not done for
old people. what the Socialists of Victoria think should have been done. It is
a case of the pot calling the kettle black
because this Government has done nothing in that way itself. •
I suggest that the £250,000 to be spent
on the abolition of railway level cross
ings would be better spent in the provision of cottage homes for old folk,
even at Geelong. It is well known that
the majority of level-crossing accidents
can be attributed to the carelessness of
drivers of vehicles. Records of the Railway Department show the number of
motorists who have driven into closed
railway gates and give a clear indication of the folly of half drunken fools
in some cases,and carelessness on the
part of many other drivers.
The
Government has put aside £250,000 this
year, and has promised to make further
sums available in the future, to save
fools from their folly; but nothing has
been done to care ior old people. There
we have prodigality and stinginess, and
so both my Leader and I were right when
we accused the Premier of being a spendthrift with his right hand, and penurious with his left hand.
The Premier rather ungraciously refrained from giving one word of commendation to the
Commonwealth
Government for placing him and his
Government in the present excellent
financial position. In previous times,
we have seen the Premier beating· himself into a frenzy of simulated aggravation at the failure of the Commonwealth
Government to make available the sums
that he and his allies of the day thought
they should have received. Would not
one have thought that an "old timer"
like the Premier, in the midst of affluence
by the grace -of his political opponents
at Canberra, would be gracious enough
have said a word of p:ra-ise and appreciation of the source.from which he drew
his wealth? Not one such word was
uttered. We ought to be grateful; and
4

to
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it is pleasin'g to· note that the very
magnitude of the generosity of the Federal Treasurer has stifled the criticism
formerly directed against the Commonwealth Government fOT not providing
sufficient funds. If the P!l'emier is not
prepared to give credit where it is due,
I shall do so.
When discussing the increase in interest and sinking fund payments on
the public debt the Premier saidThis year the increase in these payments
will be of the order of £2,500,000.

The Prem-ier did not make it clear
whether that reference included the interest and sinking fund payments that
will accrue in relation to the £54,000,000
of loan money that must be renewed or
paid off this year. Is the reference only
to recent and new loans?
Mr. CAIN.-Yes.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-On the
Treasurer's admission, the figure is false.
To the sum 'Of £2,500,000 must be added
the difference between the low interest
rates payable on the £54,000,000 and the
higher :rates 'that will be charged for
new loans. The previous loans were
floated at possibly an interest charge
of 3~' per -cent. I do not think the Premier has been candid. I could prepare
a most attractive balance-sheet if I were
permi tted to disreg.ard contingent liabilities that must be met at an increased
interest charge, while m-agnifying surplusp.s. The Premier has been less than
frank in this mat1ter---'or perhaps he
thought that the Opposition would not
notice it?
The Premier referred to the extension
and development that has taken place.
I think that the present extension and
development of Victoria has been unparalleled since the gold rush days.
Like the gold rush, it is a situation
which may not be permanent. The Premier saidWeare budgeting for an increase in
expenditure of some £6,500,000 in 1954-55.

His next statement was most interestingAgainst this increase in expenditure it is
estimated that revenue will increase by
just on £6,000,000, and we. are again presentinga balanced budget. The main contributions to the increases in revenue come
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from an increase of £2,100,000 in the tax
reimbursement grant from the Commonwealth Government.

That is the first whisper of the source
of our prosperity.
And .the estimated recei,pts of £2,250,000
from the duty levied under the Tattersall
Consultations Act 1953.

May the Lord preserve Victoria from a
Premier who is going to· balance the
Budget and protect his future outlay by
the result of Tattersall consul1tations!
Tasmanian Lotteries appear to· be prepairing to challenge the Premier's right
to exclude them from participating in
the Victorian revenue ,to be derived
from the sale of lottery tickets.
If the case is successful, the Premier
will have pulled away from beneath him
one of the principal" props" for balancing his Budget. In any event, the
revenue derived from the conduct of a
lottery is an exceptionally slender reed
upon which to rely for the financing of
charitable works because, at the first
sign of a recession, the sales of Tattersall sweep consultation tickets, which
are now phenomenally large, will fall off
rapidly.
Mr. BROSE.-Do you think the Premier
is a reckless gambler?
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-There are
many adjectives I could use to
describe the honorable gentleman,
but " reckless" is not one of
them. The point I make is that
if the Premier succeeds in balancing
his Budget with proceeds from Tattersall's, he will do so at the expense of
other interests in the State. Already
the Lord Mayor's appeal for hospitals is
not going well. Indeed, it is going
extremely badly in a year of prosperity.
There is no doubt that ,many people who
have been subscribing willingly to
hospital appeals, because they believed
they should do so, now feel that because
money 'is being derived from other
sources there is no necessity for them to
contribute. Thus, the position arises
that what we are borrowing from Peter
we must pay to Paul. Undoubtedly, the
huge inflow of money to Flinders-street
is affecting business. Many traders
report a falling off in the sale of certain
commodities which ought to enter the
homes of citizens. I know of one person
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who handed back an article and said,
" You can take this; when I win Tatt's '
I will get a bigger and better one."
It seems to me that the last word has
not been heard concerning the effect
which Tattersall sweep consultations
are having on trade and industry
generally.
Page 5 of the Premier's printed
Budget speech contains these wordsI

Last year there was a gratifying increase
in goods traffic due chiefly to the increased
capacity and imwoved standard of railway
service made possible by the use of a large
amount of new roIling-stock.

To the extent that that statement
is true, credit should be given
to the parties that now sit in
Opposition, because of " Operation
Phoenix," which was conceived by Mr.
, Kent Hughes, with much foresight and
in the face of adverse criticism, when he
was Minister of Transport in a former
Government. But the Premier is ungracious. I should have thought that,
out of the goodness of his heart, the
Premier would have acknowledged the
fact tha t his predecessors in officemembers of the Opposition partieswere responsible for the establishment of
a method of replacing rolling-stock
which has made the task of the honorable gentleman much easier than it
otherwise might have been. But, just as
the Premier withheld praise of the Prime
Minister for having made available to
the State of Victoria millions of pounds
for essen tial works, so has he withheld
praise of a former Minister of Transport
for having introduced a valuable
administrative system.
Moreover, the Premier has not told the
whole story. If the honorable gentleman
would visit country districts without his
cohorts announcing "Here comes the
Treasurer," and would talk to farmers
as an ordinary citizen, with his foot on
the sliprails, in a language they could
understand and without bedazzling them
with talk about millions of pounds, they
would tell him that much of the improvement in the Railways Service is due
to the undue restriction that has been
imposed on road transport. Of course,
it is possible to improve the railways if
other competitors in the transport field
are restricted unduly. The Premier has
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been a member of this House for a long
time, and he is now wearying in office.
His bearings are being worn out. He is
living in the dim and distant past. He
will not admit progress, nor will he permit it. He possesses a "horse and
buggy" financial mind in a jet age. Most
of the "putty "or " plasticine" Cabinet
Ministers can be moulded with the
thumb and forefinger, as it were, and
they are being moulded by the present
Commissioners of railways. The only
business member of Cabinet is the
Minister of Transport, who has backbone
-not wishbone. My colleagues and I
fear that, under pressure, the Ministry
will let down the Minister of Transport.
I am not afraid concerning him because
he is a business man, who understands
the position. I fear, however, that he
will be dumped, dropped, or repudiated.
I note that my suggestion is received in
stony silence, which, of course, enhances
the fears of Opposition members. I
plead for some relaxation with respect
to restrictions on road transport.
I come now to the matter of school
buildings, concerning which a report is
published in the Herald to-night. I shall
not discuss that report lest I should be
ruled out 'of order, but I hope the
Premier will deny the statements that
it contains. It is to be regretted that
tenders for the erection of schools make
no provision for site works and drainage.
I am fully appreciative of the degree to
which the Minister of Education has
tried to cope with the school building
programme. He is following the excellent example set by his illustrious predecessors, but has a much larger allocation of money than they had. I believe
he is keeping up with the position. Having reached that stage, however, I appeal
to him to press the Public Works Department to provide the ancilliary services
that go with school buildings.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-That is being done as
quickly as possible.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The interjection of the Minister of Education
affords me no consolation, but it brings
me to the point where I must address
my remarks to the Premier. Earlier today the honorable gentleman intimated
that the State was the victim of a
system, because of which work at mental
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institutions for 'children could not be
proceeded with. Tha t is an admission
of defeat, which is not surprising when
it is remembered that the Cabinet contains ,only one business man. Such a defeatist attitude cannot be tolerated.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-Tenders have been
called for the erection 'of a technical
school at Geelong West.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The Minister of Education is about 5 miles out;
the school is not in my electorate.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-I concur.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-It is a great
pity that it 'is not in my electorate. The
interjection of the honorable gentleman,
however, has nothing to do with the
Premier's confession that he, his Minister of Public Works and his Minister of
Education are victims of a system which
they can neither control nor direct. If
the Public Works Department cannot do
what clearly ought to be done and what
the Premier desires should be done,
after having made a statement-Mr. CAIN.-My remarks related only
to Kew.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-Very good.
The position is simpler still.
The
Premier is referring to Kew, where the
need is so great that the community,
appreciating its responsibilities and
evincing a sympathy that should be
widely echoed, provided by way of gifts
the sum of £24,000, so that the Premier
could get on with the job, instead of
pleading that he had no money for the
purpose. In this greatest need of all,
the Premier admits that he has been
defeated by the system, although he can
build schools or eliminate level crossings,
and provide millions of pounds for the
purpose of giving a better gas supply to
Melbourne at the expense of the country.
Mr. CAIN.-The plan caters for
country districts as well as the metropolitan area.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-Such things
are simple, but in the case of the children
at Kew the system is paramount and
the Premier retires from the field
defeated but unabashed. If the Premier
requests it, the Opposition will lend him
three men who will provide hi.m with
ideas on how to circumvent the system.
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Mr. CAIN.-Your party tried for 50
years to do that, but it has been a
complete failure.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The greatest
evidence of weakness in men or organizations is an attempt to excuse their own
failings by reminding other people of
theirs. That is a poor refuge for the
Premier to take. We acknowledge our
failures-of which We are only too conscious-but I remind the honorable
gentleman that we did not have the
millions of money to burn that he has.
We were in financial difficulties. The
present Government has no such problems and the Premier should not excuse
himself .by saying that his Government
is better or worse than our Government
was. In that way he merely justifies the
Opposition parties instead of his own
party. I would not go to the newspapers
admitting that the system which I am
supposed to control has beaten me.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-What about the letter
which you gave t6 the GeeZong Advertiser before I received the original?
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I thank the
Minister of Education for reminding me
of an apt illustration of my argument,
which I shall explain. In a small coastal
town there live 28 school children. In
heavy weather the children, who have
some distance to travel, are cut off from
their school by a creek which overflows.
A new school was built nearby to cater
for other areas, and I asked that the old
school be moved to a site nearer to the
28 children. Then the system, which
defeated the Premier, began to work.
By thunder, if, by writing a letter to the
press, I could sting the Premier into
action similar to that which followed the
publication of my letter concerning this
matter in the GeeZong Advertiser,' I
should do so every time! It was agreed
that the school should go to the area
mentioned, where none existed, and the
Lands Department was to find a site. In
an area of thousands of acres the
Department could not find a suitable one.
The Education Department suggested a
site, but the Public Works Department
did not approve. That Department
suggested one to which the Lands
Department agreed, but the Education
Department said it was in the wrong
place.
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. After two years of this sort of thing
one Department had got the other to
agree, but the third Department would
not" play." Finally, when all agreed, it
was discovered that the Crown land concerned had been alienated for some
other purpose and nothing short of an
Act of Parliament could release it. As
Parliament was in one of its long recesses nothing could be done. After
three years of put and take and push
and go, with the creaking machine turning slowly and -noisily, I wrote to the
Minister of Education and gave the
letter a start-the sort of advance information that some of the present
Ministers give to Labour members before passing matters on to OppO'sition
members three days later-by giving it
to the GeeZong Advertiser, which published my letter to the Minister. Now
honorable members will be able to
understand my admiration for the Minister of Education who, under extreme
provocatian, can become a man of
action and succeed in breaking the
system-whereas the Premier admits
failure. Within four hours the Minister
of Education gave me a reply, and
somehow or another the honorable
gentleman managed to get the other two
Departments to reach agreement-without an Act of Parliament--on the best
site available. Within a few days
inspectors of the Public Works Department were on the job, and after a
few more days tenders were called
for the erection of the school. Soon
. contracts were let and, 10 and behold,
the system was split wide open
and now the school is on the site.
That was a case of action after three
years of procrastination. Does not that
indicate that what was done at the end
of three years could just as easHy have
been done in three months?
Mr. GALVIN.-There is a different
Government in power now.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-They are
the same Departments. All that was
done was to change the rubber stamps.
Mr. CAIN.-Yaur present task is to
criticize the Government, not· Government Departments wh'ich are not able
to defend themselves here.
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Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I do not
blame the heads of Departments if they
have weak Ministers whom they can
twist and' turn. I often think that, if
some' Ministers were to go for a long
holiday and hand over cantrol to their
departmental heads, the machine would
work.
The Minister of Education
prompted me to make the long explanation I have given, and I am grateful
to the honorable gentleman for h'is
assistance. I suggest that he should
take the Premier into a corner and
show him how to break the system of
which he complains in the Herald
to-night.
On the question of school dental
services, I note that two more doublesurgery. vans are to be provided this
year. The number then available will
still be insufficient for the pUrpa3€ b2cause the visits are too infrequent, but
I trust that the additional vans will
enable the service to operate more
r~gularly, thus benefiting children at
country schools. Perhaps next year it
will be possible for the Government to
provide a further two vans for this
important service. I pass to the Question of country water supplies.
Mr. CAIN.-You have jumped over
many things.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I am not
here to praise the Premier but to direct
attention to his many faults.
Apparently, the Premier wishes me to
comment on all his utterances. My time
is limited, and I intend to touch on only
those matters concerning which, in my
view, the Government deserves the
severest criticism. There was a time
when the honorable gentleman and I
rregarded the State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission as the apple of our
political eyes; but the moths have got
into it, and it is not now the Department that it was. Its vision has become
myopic; it sees nothing south 'Of the
Great Dividing Range. It is not interested in wa'ter that runs to the sea,
but only in that which runs to or from
the River Murray. It complains about
insufficiency of funds, but the funds are
insufficient only for the grandiose ideas
of the Commission. It is denying the
smanest extensions to existing services,
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while spending tens of millions of
pounds on certain schemes and building
whole villages and towns which later it
will sell without, I sugge~t, making
proper provision for the distribution 'of
the water which will be impounded.
There is scarcely a member of the
Committee who can conscientiously deny
that by its present policy the State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission
will not grant an extension· that involves more than 132 feet of piping.
In closely settled areas there are towns
and farms between two water mains,
and the persons concerned cannot get
2 miles of piping to serve up to 37 properties in, say, 4 miles. With more
water, ,these properties would increase
the productivity of the State and be the
means of producing more revenue from
existing head works, but it is impossible to get the Commission to move. I
regret having to speak in this vein,
because I have a high regard for the
Minister of Water Supply and for his
sincerity; but I believe that,· like the
Premier, he is the victim of. a system
that has got him down, 'or, shall I say,
will not let him up, which is another
thing. He administers another one of
these "dotted line" Departments.
When he was Minister of Water Supply, the honorable member for Shepparton visited one district and there
and then promised that in that financial
year a water service would be installed.
He was not a man" off the chain," so to
speak, away from his departmental
advisers; they were with him. Shortly
afterwards, the Government of which he
was a member went out of power and
money became tight.
The present
Government has a plenitude of funds.
Mr. CAlN.-He was the Minister of
Water Supply for two years before he
made that promise.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The Government of which he was a member did not
have an embarrassment of funds, as the
pres en t Ministry has. The honorable
member for Ballarat, a political stripling, who has 'interjected, claims to
know all about the subject I am discussing; but although he was not a member
of Parliament at the relevant time, before I have finished my explanation he
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has denied the truth of my statements. Premier's Department had sent. It bore
I invite him to peruse the files concerned the typed name of another member of
and then to rise in the Chamber and Parliament. That is where the Premier
justify his interjection.
gets his .ideas. I spoke to the gentleMr. CAIN.-You did not raise this man named, and he said, "No, I did not
question with me until after a member send that letter." What happened was
of the Upper House brought it forward. that, perhaps inadvertently, a typistthinking of the name of the member for
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-That is the district-had typed the name of that
funny!
member. I am prompted to make that
Mr. CAlN.-It js true.
statement only by the Premier's interMr. SHEPHERD.-The facts are con- jection.
tained in the file.
Mr. CAIN.-The other member brought
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-What I am along a deputati'On before you spoke to
about to say is very important. I am me on the subject. I knew nothing
provoked again by a member on the about it until he saw me. The interested
Government side of the Chamber. I farmer was with him.
wrote to the Premier.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-We have
Mr. CAIN.-Months after representa- been arguing about the ques!ion for
tions were made to me by the other years. Last week I urged that it should
member.
be pushed through. I said that as it was
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The files a matter affecting the public welfare, it
will disclose that long before the other could be put through and we would comember was elected to Parliament operate and not use it for our own politithere were deputations and representa- cal ends. Surely that is the way these
tions. I ask the Premier to be fair to things should be handled; we should not
me. I referred to the fact that the take rises out of one another. The
Minister of Water Supply in a Country Premier has successfully deflected me
party Government was taken by me to for seven minutes from what I have to
the district affected. Was not that a say. I return to my charge that there
representation, and was it not years be- are pipe-lines passing within yards of
fore the member of the Upper House closely settled farms, but the Commission will not assist in tapping them. Its
alluded to was returned to Parliament?
Mr. CAIN.-The other member brought procrastination concerning the Wallingto me a depu ta tion of one before you ton scheme has resulted in costs rising
from about £12,000 to £36,000, and, when
ever referred the matter to me.
the work has been completed, probably
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-Now the the cost will exceed the latter figure. In
Prem.ier states that a deputation of one the meantime, the progress of that diswas brought to him. I did better. I trict and others is being retarded. In
tosk the Minister concerned to 100 St. Leonards, there are about 250 houses.
people 'On the spot. Subsequently, I
Mr. CAIN.-How many farms are
wrote to the Premier after he made a
involved?
promise of some sort; I will not hold
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I think
him to it.
Mr. CAIN.-The promise I gave was there are 37.
Mr. CAIN.-That represents more than
conditional.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-I agree that £1,000 for each farm.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-We have
the honorable gentleman gave a conditional promise. I wrote him a letter offer~d to provide most of the money to
asking whether, .if money were granted, pay for the cost of apening and closing
he would facilitate matters by permit- the trenches. However, I do not desire
ting a survey to be proceeded with be- to deal with specific cases, but with
fore June of this year. I went to the the principle that although the GovernState Rivers and Water Supply Commis- men t is spending millions of pounds' in
sion to consult its officers and asked for creating new storages the Commission
the production of the letter which the will not allocate a few thousand pounds
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to tap water that is avaUable. If that
work could be undertaken, farms could
be provided with a water supply, and
in that way the Commission would
receive increased revenue. It appears
that aUhough the Minister of Water
Supply would authorize the work tomorrcyw-Mr. CAIN.-We could do it to-morrow,
but the difficulty is that the Government is committed to the Eildon project, estimated to cast £20,000,000,
of which nearly £6,000,000 must be
provided tHis year.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The Premier confirms the fact that the " Eildon
leech" is sucking the financial blood of
the State Rivers and Water Supply
Commission.
Mr. CAIN. - The Country party
Government called tenders and your
Leader let the contract.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The Premier justifies the actions of his predecessors. One can always te:ll how
members O'f a Government are feeling
by their reactions. The response from
the Premier and his supporters is a
clear indication that they are not happy.
A previous speaker made a similar complaint to mine; therefore, apparently
there is widespread dissatisfaction. If
the Prem'ier approves of what is being
done, he must accept the responsibility.
I assure the honorable gentleman that
whatever hO'pes, faith, and fears the
country people had when the Government assumed office, they have shed
them. all, because characteristically a
socialistic Government has no time or
money for anything outside the metropolis and the cities. A clear indication
of that has been given by the way
in which millions of pounds have been
expended to supply the city of Melbourne with gas when water and schools
could not be provided for the country.
Water supply is a big problem which
must be solved if we are to justify our
political beliefs and principles. . The
Premier has claimed repeatedly to' have
some regard for country people wno
are users of water. Now that he has
money ,available-previous Administrations did not have sufficient funds-he
should prove his claim. The Premier
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can also assist the community in providing guarantees for co-operative housing societies.
Mr. CAIN.-The Goverriment"' will
guarantee unlimited amounts; that is
being done all the time.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-If. that is
so, will the Premier ensure th·a;t societies
that cannot be constituted because of
the want of guarantees are informed
to-morrow that they can go ahead?
Mr. CAIN.-If ·they can get the money,
yes.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-That is
exactly what I wanted the Premier to
say. The Government is prepared to
provide a guarantee against money advanced by someone else. However, will
the Premier ensure that the peoples'
savings in the State Savings Bank are
used for the direct benefit of home
builders, as was the custom for many
years under the Credit Foncier system,
instead of that bank pouring out tens
of millions of pounds in loans to the
State Electricity Commission to the
detriment of the person who is prepared
to build his own house and who will not
rely on the State to provide accommodation for him?
Mr. CAIN.-The State Savings Bank
has advanced more money to co-operative housing societies than has any
other institution.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-That is not
the point. The fact is that a sum of
£35,000,000 has been loaned to the State
Electricity Commission whereas it
should have been provided for the building of houses.
Mr. CAIN.-That is not correct.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN
(Mr.
Cook).-If the honorable member for
Barwon took less notice of interjections
he could proceed with his speech.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-Mr. Acting
Chairman, the Premier has done his best
to prevent me fr'om making a logical and
continuous presentation of my rem·arks.
That is an old practice which the honorable gentleman learned many years
ago and, in part, it is successful. On
page 16 of the Budget Speech, under
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the heading "Conclusion " the Premier,
when referring to the financial policy 01
the Government. saidFurthermore, it has made it possible to
assist financially both country and metropolitan municipalities, the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Tramways Board and the
Country Roads Board.

Mr. SHEPHERD.-That relates to the
liability of the Melbourne and Metropolit-an Tramways Board to make a contribution to the maintenance of infectious diseases hospitals.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-It is a
diversion of funds from the Board
which, 'in my opinion, should not have
been paid by that body. In that regard,
I am prepared to commend the Government. However, it aff'ords me an opportunity to refer to the industrial trouble
which is now being experienced by the
Board and which is inflicting great hardship upon .tram travellers. Without
wishing to embarrass the Premier, I
commend the Minister of Transport for
the manner in which he has handled the
situation, and I trust that he will be
backed unreservedly by his Cabinet colleagues, because in a democracy the
accepted principle is, " the greatest good
for the greatest number." It is difficult
to understand what satisfaction Communist O'Shea derives from putting the
working people on their feet. In view of
the manner in which the Government is
prepared to stand up to O'Shea, to his
bad behaviour and bad leadership, I am
certain that the Opposition will put no
obstacles in the way of the Government
in dealing with the dispute. It is amazing that the people of this community
have shown such tolerance while being
subjected to these pin-pricking tactics
that have been forced, I ·believe, on the
tramways union by its leader. I know
how difficult it is for any unionist either
to hold up his hand or to keep it down
when the "Ayes" or the "Noes" are
called for at a meeting.
In conclusion, I invite the Premier to
consider the matter relating to the State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission,
particularly its abandonment of works
for the southern half of the State in
favour of its grandiose schemes in respect
of the northern areas. I ask him to try to
curb the Commission's attitude towards
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the smaller enterprises, which are much
nearer to the people. If a project, estimated to cost £1,000,000, is proposed for
the benefit of certain parts of the State,
the Commission cannot commence work
on it quickly enough, but if proposals are
made for a water-supply scheme that
will cost only £10,OOO-one that will
serve the farmers and make use of existing services-it is not big enough,
in the estimation of the State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission, and its
implementation is not considered.
I regret to say-and my remarks are
not made in reference to the present
Minister of Water Supply only-that if
the Commission decides that an area is
not to be supplied with water, that
district will be denied such a service. In
my opinion, the Commission is too
strong not only for the Minister of Water
Supply, but also for the Premier. The
Premier, who has surrendered to the
system applied by the Public Works Department, has evidently put up his hands
also to the State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission. I trust that he will
take stronger action to put these two
Departments in order and that he will
run the system, as distinct from the
system running him.
Mr. O'CARROLL (Clifton Hill).I regret that I have to complain seriously
that the honorable member for Ba.rwon
was called by you, Mr. Acting Chairman,
before I was. The honorable member rose
to make his speech after the honorable
member for Gippsland East had
addressed the Committee. At the same
time I also rose, as I thought that, in
accordance with the usual practice, a
member from each side of the Chamber
would be called alternately by the Chair.
In consequence, I shall be delayed in
addressing the Committee, and for that
reason I shall have to miss an important
meeting this evening' that I wished to
attend.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY (Barwon).By way of explanation, Mr. Acting
Chairman, I reg'ret the occurrence mentioned by the honorable member for
Clifton Hill. I would have been happy
to defer to the honorable member and,
in fact, it would have suited me to speak
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after the dinner interval instead O'f before it. I regret that the honorable
member for' Clifton Hill has been inconvenienced.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr.
Cook).-I may say that the misunderstanding in calling the honorable
member for Barwon before the honorClble member for Clifton Hill was
unintentional. I was guided by the list
that was before me in giving the call to
s).lccessive speakers.
The sitting was suspended at 5.55 p.m.
until 7.21 p.m.

'Mr. O'CARROLL (Clifton Hill).Before the suspension of the sitting, the
honorable member for Gippsland East
said that the country people had been
neglected by the GO'Vernment. Looking
through the Budget, one sees that
£635,000 more than last year is to be
provided this year for the Mental
Hygiene Authority. Therefore, it cannot be claimed that mental hygiene in
the country is being neglected. In Parliament this Labour party Government
has representatives from the country
as wen as from the city. The Department of Agriculture is alloca'ted
£70,000 more in the Budget than it
spent last year. The State Rivers and
Water Supply Commision will receive
£150,000 in excess of what was spent
last year. For land settlement £67,000
more is provided and additional moneys
also are to be spent by the Chief
Secretary's Department and the Education Department. If the honarable
member for Gippsland East considers
tha t the country is being neglected, let
me tell him that there are twelve members of the Country party in this
Chamber, and there are fifteen representatives from the country in the
Labour party. Therefore, it is ridiculous to assume that this Government
would not be pleased to give country
people every possible assistance. The
Leader of the Country party very aptly
named this Budget the "eat, drink, and
be merry" Budget. How true that description is, and so refreshing after the
"starve, ,thirst, and be miserable"
Budgets of the past. The Government
is in the happy position of having the
finances of the State in a particularly
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sound ccmdition. The only real attack
tha t has been made on the Budget so
far-there have been no bombs dropped
other than stink bombs-has been some
adverse criticism based on strikingly
weak foundations.
I was impressed by the remarks of
the honorable member for Borung concerning the resignation of Mr; Alfred
Gray, the m·anager of the Forests Commission's nursery art: WaH. I consider
that the" freezing out" of Mr. Gray is
a na1tional tragedy. The Government
should institute an immediate inquiry
into the rea'sons which forced Mr. Gray's
resignation. I consider him to be one
of the outstanding Victorians of all
time. I have had the pleasure of seeing
his work, and I am sure tha t
it will forever ,be a monument,
as far as Vidoria is concerned,
He is
to an unfortuna te man.
suffering from a great ph)11Sical disability, ,and now that he has been forced
out of his position, no doubt he will be
labouring under a severe mental st'rain.
It is a great shame that underlings, or
overlings, can force a man of the calibre
of Mr. Gray to resign from such an
important position, and I agree wi'th
the honorable member for Borung that
an inquiry should be held.
I have also had the pleasure of visiting the Walpeup Research Farm. Like
the officers of the Forests Commission,
members of the staff of the Walpeup
Research Farm are overworked and
underpaid. ltt: is an absolute shame
that a man holding such an important
position as manager of that farm has to
do his statistical wOTk at night. Other
members of the staff also, in addition
to field work in the daY-ftime, have to
do statistical' work at night because
there is no labour available. These men
are good enough to devote their lives
to the duties they are performing, and
I do hope that action win be taken to
give them the assistance that they need.
I now wish to touch on the letting of
contracts for milling timber in Victoria.
It seem's that something is radically
wrong with the system. I have tried
on two occasions to get justice for two
men who are operating in a small way,
which seems to be their only sin. They
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have nat the large capital that big
miUs have, and it appears that in the
milling business the idea is to make the
rich richer and the poor poorer. H
ha's been explained that the big contracts are let to large firms because they
have the machinery necessary to cope
with the quantities of timber required.
Such a system means that the little men
will never 'Obtain a decent contract and
thus get into the good milling timber;
they always have to take the scantlings.
With 'Such a Government in power as
the present 'One, I consider that is the
wrong attitude to adopt. One contractor
I know was not allowed to join the sawmillers association because it was alleged
that he used political influence. How
did the association know that he used
political influence?
How do the big
millers get the important contracts?
What kind of influence do they use?
They might not use political influence,
but influence of another type, to maintain thei-r standing in the industry.
While on the question of forests, I
should like to raise the question of
the millions of tons 'Of fallen
timber lying in the forests reserves. I recently obtained information that the Forests Commission controls 5,171,176 acres of forest land. In
those areas are milliQns of tQns of fallen
timber which simply rots away; it
is -a bushfire hazard un til 'i t has
rotted away. I have been told that it is
uneconomic to cut this timber and mill
it, but there should be no trouble about
taking a mQbile power saw into the areas
I refer to and cutting and stacking this
timber. That would serve mOTe than
one purpose. It would clear up the bed
of the fQrest, it would assist in making
space for the planting of more trees,
and it would give the public an opportunity of buying firewQod at a reasonable price.
Brigadier TOVELL.-Are you referring
tQ felled timber 'Or fallen timber?
Mr. O'CARROLL.-Some of it is
fallen tim-her and some might have been
felled, but it is allowed t'O lie in the
forests and rot. As I have already said,
until .jt has rotted, it is a great bushfire
hazard.
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I consider that amending legislatiQn
is required fQr greater contr()l 'Of shotfiring in suburban quarries. At the present time, the size of the shot used is
much t'OO large and that causes a great
deal of misery and unhappiness to people
living in the vicinity 'Of quarries. They
-are continually confr'Onted with the possibility of being struck with flying pieces
of rock. The Government should consider
the question of reducing the size 'Of
the shot permitted to be used. I think
it should be reduced to an absolute minimum. On behalf 'Of the municipal councils in my electorate, I raise the question of the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of W'Orks being made 'resP'Onsible
for repairs to water pipes and leaks up
to the meter. It is not the fault of the
householder that the water pipes are
broken; the breakages are due to heavy
street traffic. The present position is
most unfair and a wealthy institution
such as the Board should accept the responsibility of repairing the pipes, seeing that they serve all houses in a street.
If the Board repairs the pipes up to the
meter, the householder then will be responsible for breakages -on his land. The
Board should revert to the principle
from which it partially departed and repair the pipes as I have mentioned. This
authority is -selling water and it is not
doing so cheaply; it can well afford to
repair breakages in pipes, I repeat, up
to the meter.
I wish .1'0 -bring to the notice of the
Chief Secretary the question of arranging for a referendum to be held on the
way 'in which Anzac Day should be
celebrated.
Returned soldiers have
never had an opportunity of expressing
their desires in this connexion by means
of a pl~biscite. The Victorian branch of
the Returned Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen's Imperial League of Australia is'
controlled by a c'Oterie at Anzac House,
who have delegates screened before they
attend annual conferences. It is time
that all returned s'Oldiers were permitted
to express their desires as to how Anzac
Day should be commemorated in VictQda. In my opinion, a plebiscite should
be held on this questiQn.
By interjection the Chief Secretary
referred to Gipsy Rose Lee. I wh'Oleheartedly support the comments of the

942

Budget

[ASSEMBLY. ]

honorable member for Port Melbourne,
particularly the note he struck when he
suggested that a paper as filthy as Truth
should be banned from this institution.
It is brought officially into the Library
and every committee room; it is time
that it was kept out of this place.
Mr. STffiLING (Swan Hill).-When
we find that the Budget provides for a
gre.at increase in revenue, it gives us
hope to expect that possibly many services that are necessary throughout the
State will be brought into being. On
this occasion, we find that the revenue
increase is equal to what was the total
revenue of the State a few years ago. In
those circumstances, 'it is possible, for
instance, that our country roads system
will be brought up to a reasonable
standard of efficiency. In the past, many
roads have been allowed to deteriorate
because there has not been money available to repair them. When matters
affecting areas are discussed, statements
are often made to the effect that primary production costs should be decreased. I would point out, however,
that associated with primary production
are many costs over which the primary
producer has no control, and he cannot
do anything about them. When we
analyse the Budget we find the following
position relating to land tax: In 1950-51,
the revenue from this source was
£415,180; for 1951-52 it increased to
£875,746; for 1952-53 the figure had
risen to £1,317,151; and for 1953-54, to
£2,015,898. The estimated revenue for
this financial year is £2,176,000. We have
no knowledge of what the amount will
be after the passing of the legislation to
provide for State-wide land valuations.
A reduction in the rate of land tax would
assist to lower primary production costs,
and I trust that consideration will be
. given to·that aspect.
The Budget papers disclose that the
revenue of the State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission for 1950-51 was
£1,592,333; for 1951-52, £1,871,810; for
1952-53, £1,989,338, and for 1953-54,
£1,850,423; and the estimated revenue
for this financial year is £2,292,000. I
find that the expenditure of the Commission on wages, materials, water supply
and drainage in 1953-54 was £585,994,
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and the estimated expenditure in this
financial year is £652,600, an increased
expenditure on the items I have mentioned of only £66,606. All persons
travelling
throughout
the Stateespecially to the end of the winter
season, when the Commission's channels
are dry-realize why the State irrigation
system has deteriorated to a large
extent. It has often been said that the
trouble is that the channels are expected
to carry a greater volume of water than
was expected of them many years ago,
when they were constructed. There may
be some merit in that argument, but
when the channels were built they were
capable of carrying a tremendously
increased volume of water compared
with to-day. When one looks at them
and realizes the deterioration that has
taken place through deposits of silt and
the growth of weeds, one almost wonders
where the real channels are. Unless
action is taken immediately to rehabilitate these channels, I am certain that
water will not be available in many
country districts in the near future. I
trust that the Government and the
Minister of Water Supply will realize the
seriousness of the position and will
endeavour to have provided the money
necessary to overcome the problem and
so prevent the State from suffering a
great loss.
Another matter relating to the State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission is
a reply which was sent by the Commission on the 14th December, 1953, to the
Murray Valley Development League, in
which it was stated, inter alia-In reply to your letter of the 2nd December. 1953, concerning damage to district
lands through seepage from the Torrumbarry system water carriers, I am instructed
to inform you that the Commission has no
knowledge of serious damage to any land
due to such seepage.

I would remind the Minister of Water
Supply that at· Pyramid Creek the
seepage is so bad that many acres are
valueless to-day.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN .(Mr.
Corrigan).-Order! So much conversation is taking place in the Chamber that
it is hard for Hansard reporters to hear
the honorable member for Swan Hill,
who is addressing the Chair.
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Mr. STIRLING.-I hope something use building the Marraboor weir until
will be done to overcome those diffi- the Hume reservoir has been increased
culties. The State Rivers and Water to its full capacity. It is now known,
Supply Commission and the Minister of however, that a decision bas been made
Water Supply must realize that what I to increase the capacity of the Hume
say is correct because, some years ago, reservoir to 2,500,000 acre-feet, although
before the present Minister held office, I cannot say when that work will be
an inspection was made of the area to completed. I am certain that the State
which I have referred 'and damage was . Rivers and Wiater Supply Commission
found to be so extensive that a dredge and the Minister of Water Supply,
was employed to clear the creek so realizing the seriousness of the position,
that the walter level would be reduced. will endeavour to have the work accomAlthough the position was relieved in plished as early as possible. I also
some measure and many acres of land urge that everything possible be done
were" thus brought back into production, with a view to having the Marraboor
the job was nat finished and further weir ready to operate immediately the
siltation occurred; consequently, the work of increasing the capacity of the
water table rose. Much land tha1 was Hume reservair is completed. In that
recovering is now reaohing the stage regard, I was rather surprised-not to
when it will be beyond reclamation.
say a little disappointed-that the
This year, the first occasion for some Minister of Water Supply, in answer
time in which a compara1ively dry to a question a fortnight ago, sta1ed,
season has been experienced, there hars in effect, that the Government was ndt
been a strong possibility af rivers in prepared to proceed with the constructhis State being at a dangerously low tion of the Marraboor weir at present.
level. At the commencement of the
Water is one of the State's most
watering season, farmers were informed
that it would be impossible to deliver valuable assets, and so we must con.to them more than their water right, sider what may take place some time
and possibly not even that.
This in the near future when the Snowy
announcement came as a great shock Moun tains hydro-electric scheme becom.es an accomplished fact. Possibly
to thousands of irriga10rs.
many
citizens believe that Victoria will
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-VVho made the
receive a substantially increased quantity
statement?
of water when the scheme reaches
Mr .. STIRLING.-I understand that fruition. Actually, 280,000 acre-feet of
it emanated from the State Rivers and water will be diverted from the Tooma
Walter Supply Commission. Officers of river-a tributary of the River Murray
the Commission should know the posi- -to the Tumut river, whence it will
tion about water s10rages in Victoria. flow into the Murrumhidgee river. Of
The State was fortunate, however, inas- 1,760,000 acre-feet now passing through
much as rain fell at an appropriate Orbost in the Snowy river, 250,000 acretime and reservoir levels were increased feet will flow into the Tumut river and
to the extent that I believe irrigators 720,000 into the River Murray, making
will now be assured of all the water a total of 970,000 acre-feet. I am insupplies they require for the current formed that Victoria will receive from
year. The circumstances ·to which I
the scheme only 110,000 acre-feet,
have referred, however, make us realize although New South Wales will receive
that Victoria is not in a particularly
good position as to water storages, and 530,000 acre-feet through the MurrumI trust that everything possible will be bidgee river and 330,000 acre-feet
done to effect an improvement. Every through the River Murray, making a
me1hod for conserving water should total of 860,000 acre-feet. If those
be studied closely. With the view of figures are correct, the position is shockincreasing the facilities for water ing. Perhaps it might be argued that
storage, the Government was asked to because the Snowy river originates in
build the Marraboor weir. An argu- New South Wales, that State is entitled
ment might be advanced that it is of no to the water in that stream. I point out,
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however, that when the Snowy river
overflowed its banks and flooded
thousands of square miles of Victorian
territory, causing considerable damage,
New South W'ales wanted to dissociate
itself from the matter of lI'epairing the
flood damage.
Heavy freight charges are a burden
to all country people. Irrespective of
whether they are primary producers,
business people, or workers in country
districts, they cannot recoup themselves
for the extra sum of money they are
called upon to pay. High freight rates
have not to be borne by those who live
in city areas, and country folk are disappointed that they are called upon to
shoulder this burden. In the course of
debate menUon was made of concessions in freight to industries established
in country districts, but I claim that
freight rates are stili too high to permit
of the industries concerned becoming
payable.
Mr. TuRNBULL.-That argument applies to primary industries also.
Mr. STIRUNG.-I concur. Country
people have been forced to bear heavy
freight imposts because they have not
been allowed to m'ake use of road transport, on which there is a stranglehold
that ,is so bad that it would make Big
Chief Little Wolf's Indian deathlock
look like an amateur hold. With the
high rail freight charges imposed and
the present control of road transport, the
situation is becoming critical.
The
Government, and the Minister of Transport in particular, should take note of
the position revealed by the following
report in the Argus to-day, which appeared under the heading: "Market
truck blitz angers the farmers "The £500,000 vegetable industry at Robinvale would be wrecked unless the Transport
Board stopped its interference, Mr. A. W. N.
Goode, chairman of Robinvale Chamber of
Commerce, said last night.
Robinvale is one of the main Victorian
suppliers of fresh vegetables to Melbourne
housewives.
Last night the Chamber sent a protest to
Mr. Cain, Premier, on behalf of 250 growers,
many of them soldier settlers, against blitzing of road transport.
Mr. Goode said: .. Growers will have to
close down unless transport is left alone.
They had 'to organize their own road
transport after the railways told them they
could not handle all their produce.
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Already this year the Board has fined
growers' hauliers more than £1,800 for
illegal back loading.
The Board refuses to permit our hauliers
to carry goods back to Robinvale.
It is unreasonable to expect them to
travel 300 miles with empty trucks.
During the last few weeks Transport
Board officers have been shadowing the
trucks.
When our hauliers go to pick up loads in
Melbourne the Board's officers tell merchants they are helping to break the law.
We have instructed the hauliers to defy
the ban, because that is our only hope of
carrying on.
We cannot pay the absurd rail freights,
which are 100 per cent. higher than road
charges."

Mr. R. T. WHITE.-That must be
Government policy.
Mr. STIRLING.-I do not know; it is
somebody's policy. Only one train a
week is run from Robinvale to the metropolis. That area, which produces what
are probably the finest vegetables in the
State, is forced t'o rely on road transport.
As back loading is not permitted, the
cost of transporting vegetables for use
by Melbourne housewives is doubled.
Relief should be provided not only for
the growers but also for consumers, so
that they will be able to buy the vege:'
tables at a reasonable rate.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-How many truckers
are there in Robinvale?
Mr. STIRLING.-I could not say, but
there are quite a few. Robinvale is developing, but timber with which to build
houses, shops, and extensions is unobtainable.
Mr. CooK.-Most of the settlers are
returned soldiers.
Mr. STIRLING.-That is so. I trust
the Minister of Education, who is at the
table, will realize the seriousness of the
posiUon and endeavour to afford relief.
Possibly the Minister is disappointed
that 63 schools have been closed this
year.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-They have not been
closed; they are not operating.
Mr. STIRLING.-A large number of
children have been deprived of education.
Mr. SHEEHAN.-Do not talk rot!
Mr. STIRLING.-I suppose the honorable member for Ballarat will suggest
that. children living in the outback
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should take correspondence courses.
Perhaps the position should be reversed
and the mothers of Ballarat and Melbourne should have the privilege of
teaching their children with the aid of a
correspondence course.
Honorable members interjecting.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr.
Corrigan).-Order! It must be very
difficult for the Hansard reporters to
hear the honorable member for Swan
Hill, who is addressing. the Chair. I ask
honorable .members to refrain from
interjecting.
Mr. STIRLING.-In many cases, when
schools are closed, roads are in such a
poor condition that it is not possible to
run buses to transport the children concerned to other schools. In such cases
all-weather roads should be provided.
Per~aps there is a shortage of teachers.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-It is only temporary.
Mr. STIRLING.-If that is so, I trust
the schools will be reopened in due
course.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-That will be done
where possible.
Mr. STIRLING.-Greater encouragement should be given to young people to
enter the teaching profession and thus
render valuable service to the people of
this State by training the citizens of the
future. However, some teachers are not
even being granted the ordinary
amenities of modern life.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-You have forgotten
to mention Tyrell Downs. We did not
deprive those children of education.
They were transported to school by bus.
as you have suggested.
Mr. STIRLING.-I do not deny that
the Minister of Education has dOl1e the
right thing on some occasions, but many
schools have been closed in areas where
suitable roads are not available on which
to convey the children to the nearest
school.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-This term schools
were closed in cases where the children
could be transported by bus to the
nearest school.·
Mr. STIRLING.-I was discussing the
provision of amenities for teachers. At
Swan Hill there are two houses and a
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hostel for teachers. Another house is
being built for the headmaster of the
Swan Hill High School, but he is not
being provided with a garage for his
motor-car. In the case of the two existing houses, one has a garage for the use
of the occupant. On the rear boundary
of the same block, there is a garage serving the owner of the house at the rear.
But because the teacher occupying the
house at the rear for a couple of years
did not have a .motor-car and planted a
few fruit trees along the drive, he
probably claimed that the garage on the
boundary of the othe"!' block was not
available for use. Recently, contrary to
the by-laws of the borough, a second
garage was built right on the frontage
of his block. I am sure that if the Minister of Education lived next door he
would complain. On the other hand, no
garage is being provided with a new
house that is under construction nearby.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-In that case was not
a block of land subdivided for building
purposes and a garage built on the
wrong block, necessitating the construction of a new one?
Mr. STIRLING.-No. The houses
have been there for some time. The
garage to which I refer is on the boundary with an opening on the other block.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-Do you contend that
there .should be garages and other
amenities for the teachers, or are you
not in favour of them?
Mr. STIRLING.-They should have
amenities, but not two garages for one
resident; each should have one. .
Mr. SHEPHERD.-If a house is erected
on the other block, there will be a garage
for the occupant.
Mr. STIRLING.-There is no' need for
two garages to be erected on a block
where there is only one house. Why
should the Government break by-laws
needlessly?
A Departmen t should
abide by them.
Concerning the question of the lowering of costs of production of primary
products, I 'assert that all available
scientific information should be placed
at the disposal of fa'rmers. At present
there is a seri:ous loss of young men and
women scientists, because when some of
them show their brilliance, they are
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induced to go elsewhere and consequently the State loses their services.
Sir Ian Clunies Ross, chairman of the
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
Research Organization, commenting
recently on a proposal to improve pastures in Victoria, stated that if the Department of Agriculture could also recruit necessary staff, his org~nization
would be able to accommodate them for
training and experience. It may be very
difficult to persuade young persons to
become scientists-I do not know~but
I think the Government, individual
Ministers, and the DepaTtments have a
responsibility to make efforts in this
direction.
Mr. STONEHAM.-Have you heard of
the scholarship system that has been
instituted?
Mr. STIRLING.-As moany scientific
workers as possible should be recruited.
It does not matter whether there are 50
in training to-day; that number should
have been nrained many years ago.
Mr. GALVIN.-What action was taken
by the Country party Government in
this matter?
Mr. STIRLING.-I am not worried
about what any previous Governments
did. There has not been any increase
in the number of scientists in training
during the life of the present Administration. A sincere endeavour should be
made to obtain recruits. Another important need is to encourage young
people at present living in country districts to remain there. The honorable
member 'for Gippsland East referred to
the fact that insufficient money is being
m'ade available for halls in the country.
Buildings of this description are essential for the social life of young country
people. Some halls have been required
f'or a long time. I have in mind particularly Nandaly, where the hall was
burnt down nearly two years ago, and
there is no other similar structure in the
locality. I trust that the Government
will try to do the right thing for the
people concerned.
Mr. McCLURE (Dundas).-I congratulate the Premier on the excellent
Budget he has presented. Although
members of the Opposition have voiced
much criticism, it has not been very
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constructive--and not very destructive,
either. When a State ora nation is
prosperous, it should pay its way. In
my view, the Bremier and Treasurer
has taken the steps necessary to place
the finances of Victoria on a sound basis.
Government is finance and finance is
government-that is an irrefutable statement.
Members of the Opposition claim that
the present state of affairs is the result
of a g'Ood Government in the Federal
sphere. It must not be forgotten that
the people generally pay the taxes levied
by the Treasurer at Canberra, and those
who live in this State are entitled to receive a share of them. Victoria's reimbursement should be greater than it is
at present. I refer not only to petrol
tax, but to many other things as well.
Under the Commonwealth system of
uniform taxation, Victoria's share should
be greater than it is. The Commonwealth Government collects the sum of
£9,000,000 in petrol tax in Victoria, but
this State receives a refund of only
£3,000,000. I agree that there has been
a slight improvement in this direction.
Fleets of Commonwealth trucks which
travel on Victorian roads do not pay a
penny in registration fees.
OppOlslition members have been careful to avoid discussing hospitalization
and education, questions that are of
extreme importance, not only to residents of cities but also to country
dweHers. Despite statements by members of the Country party and of the
Opposition generally, the Government
ils safeguarding the interests of country
people. To obtain pr'Oof 'Of this statement, one has only to consider progress
made in the electorate of Dundas, for
example. For years promises had been
made that at Edenhope a nurses' home
would be erected, and that new hospitals would be built at Casterton and
Coleraine. When I became the member
for Dundas, I was invited to inspect
the correspondence and other fi1es relating to these projects. Promise after
promlise had been made, but nothing
definite was done. To-day the nurses'
home at Edenhope has been c'Ompleted,
and the Minlister of Health paid a visit
O'f inspection. When I asked residents
of Edenhope how long it was since a

Budget

[5 OCTOBER) 1954.]

Minister of Health had been there, they
could not remember. At my request,
the Minister of Public Works made a
journey of about 290 miles to Edenhope,
and local people said that sa far as
they could remember a Minister holding
this portfolio had never previously
visited that centre.
In spite of my foregoing statements,
Opposition members cri ticized those
Ministers and the Cabinet as a whole
for allegedly not daing certain things
and for neglecting country interests.
Those members are not telling the truth,
or do not know the facts. The Ministers are doing their jobs properly. In
reply to an interjection by the honorable member far Borung, I wish to state
that the lWinister of Water Supply
visited Goroke, when water was flowing
down the drains from a bore. There is
a water supply in that town now. The
honorable member for Borung realizes
that my statement is factual. Perhaps
he will have the advantage, when the
neJet Assembly elections are held, of any
benefits conferred in that district. If
he is the next representative of Goroke,
he can carry an Where I leave off. I
regret that that town will not be in the
electorate which I hope to represent in
this ·Chamber. It will be in the new
constituency of Lowan.
Plans are under way for the improvement of the hospital at Casterton.
There can be no accusation that the
projects to which I am referring
spring from political expediency; they
were promised years ago, and now they
are being undertaken. There is a similar
state of affairs concerning schools.
When the Country party was in power,
the then Premier promised the residents
of Hamilton that a technical block would
be erected at that centre. When I was
elected to Parliament, the roof of the
building was at Hamilton, part of the
building was somewhere else, and it was
not known where the remainder was.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-The job had
been started.
Mr. McCLURE.-That is not correct,
although it was reported in the Hamilton
Spectator that work had commenced.
After the present Minister of Education
visited HamHton, he put the matter in
order, and now the technical block has
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been completed. Similar work is being
carried out all over the State, and members of the Opposition know that the
standing .of the Labour party is high
with country people. Some criticism has
been levelled at the Government regarding the country housing policy that has
been adopted. I emphasize the fact that
the policy· of the Government is to build
houses in country areas, but certain
difficulties are being experienced. For
instance, the Housing Commission called
for tenders for the erection of dwellings
at Coleraine, Edenhope and Casterton,
but no tenders were received. We cannot
force builders to carry out work they do
not wish to undertake. I am quite sure
tha t the Minister of Housing could cite
some interesting facts and figures in
support of my remarks. It is intended to
call for tenders again, but there is no
guarantee that any will be submitted.
The policy of the Government is to build
houses where they are needed.
A similar comment can be made about
the provision of educational facilities for
children. The Government has had
schools built where they have been
needed, and it will continue that policy.
During. the twenty months the Government has been in office, 580 class-rooms
have been provided, which is not a bad
effort. Prior to that time a sad statf: of
affairs existed. Because the people were
heartily sick of the political set-up, there
are now 38 members on the Government
side of the House, and I predict that
after the next triennial election for the
Legislative Council the Labour party
will have a majority in that Chamber.
Victoria will then receive even a greater
degree of stabilized and sound government than may be possible in the present
circumstances.
Cri ticism has been
levelled at the Department of Agriculture and at the responsible Minister.
In my opinion, the honorable gentleman
is doing a remarkable job. He is the
type of man who should own a farm; he
would make a success of it.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Why has he not got
a farm?
Mr. McCLURE.-He is too busy assisting the Government to administer the
affairs of Victoria in a satisfactory
manner. The grant to young farmers'
clubs this year is to b,e' four times the
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sum allotted last year, which is not bad
for a Government which is supposed to
be disinterested in agriculture. The
Government proposes also to make a big
improvement' in country dental services.
The Leader of the Country party
referred to the need for a new dental
college and hospital in Melbourne. Although that project is essential, more
dental vans are required for country
work. I understand that two more
double units are to be placed into service
this year. They will meet an urgent demand, especially in my electorate, which
embraces a large area. For example,
one shire covers 2,300 square miles and
is served witli only 14 miles of railwayline. The honorable member for Allendale discussed the question of transport.
He said that if the Labour party gained
control of the Legislative Council it
would "put through " the transport Bill
that was introduced last year. However, I would point out that the Bill was
not presented.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-It was introduced
into this Chamber.
Mr. McOLURE.-It was not introduced; it was not proceeded with. Farmers have the right to cart their produce
anywhere in Victoria. When ancillary
users are restricted to carrying goods
within 50 miles of their place of
business, any farmer who wants more
is unreasonable.
Mr. BOLTE.-What about the farmer
who wants to carry goods for his neighbour?
Mr. McCLURE.-The Leader of the
Opposi~ion knows that the privilege that
primary producers had to cart wool for
their neighbours was abused. Although
the Australian Primary Producers'
Union urged its members not to transfer
licences, primary producers did transfer
licences to truck owners who carried on
in opposition to general carriers.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-That statement is a
reflection on primary producers, and you
know that it is wrong.
Mr. McCLURE.-I am prepared to repeat my statement on any public platform in the State.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-We will not allow
you to forget it.
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Mr. McCLURE.-1f the honorable
member for Allendale cares to visit my
electora te I will accept any challenge
that he m'akes. I am not afraid to tell
the truth anywhere. The Minister of
Transport has made it quite clear that
if the Railway Department is not able to
cope with the carriage of produce,
Hcences to cart goods by road will be
granted. Members of the Opposition
know that permits to carry goods by
road are still being granted. They
know also that this year the wheat
harvest from the Wimmera was
transported to 'Melbourne in record
time. They are also aware that this
season wool is arriving freely in the big
wool stores in Melbourne and Geelong.
I can prove that wool loaded on to rail
trucks at Balmoral was received at Geelong two days later. Therefore, the
Victorian rail service is improving. I
agree that improved railway services,
including passenger services on country
lines, must be provided. On many occasions I have stated that, in my opinion,
there is room J.or increased efficiency in
the services of the Victorian railways.
Passengers may buy a first-class or a
second-class ticket at a railway station,
but 'actually the service they receive is
only' third class. I reiterate that passenger services also must be improved,
but that can be done only if an improvement is effected in the finances of the
Railway Department. I have never
advocated that road transport should
be eliminated. There is need for both
road and rail transport systems, which
should be co-ordinated. The task of coordinating the two systems is a difficult
one, but it should be tackled.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-W'ould you like to
look at a copy of the transport Bill introduced by your Government?
Mr. McCLURE.-I know all about it;
probably, I know more about it than
does the honorable member. I desire to
speak' on the subject of soldier settle·ment. I congratulate the Former Minister of Lands-the honorable member for
Portland-who had successful negotiations with the Federal Minister, Colonel
Kent Hughes. When I last spoke in
this House, the then Minister was having consultations with the Commonwealth authorities on soldier settlement,
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and up to a point the negotiations
were successful. The Commonwealth
Government made available another
£2,000,000, and that money should be of
great assistance in enabling the States
to resolve their problems.
One of the biggest difficulties associated with the settlement of returned servicemen on the blocks is the high cost
of land. All members must know that
the price of land is fantastic, and that
only men with much capital can afford
to purchase properties.
At present
it is necessary to pay for land prices
based on up to £30 per sheep. I think all
honorable members will agree that such
prices are ridiculous. No Government
instrumentality can afford to purchase
land at that level of values. However,
soMier settlement must continue, and it
appears that the Government will be
forced to purchase land at very high
prices. If this is done it will later be
necessary for portion of the cost to be
written off so that the settlers will have
a reasonable chance of success.
It must be remembered that, apart
from the cost of the land, further
expense is involved in erecting a home
and other improvements on the property.
If a block is stocked with sheep or
cattle, the cost involved also has to be
taken into consideration. As I said before, the Victorian Minister of Lands
achieved a good measure of success in
his negotiations with the Commonwealth
Minister. In saying that, I do not take
away any credit due to Colonel Kent
Hughes, who is a returned serviceman.
I should like the present Minister of
Lands also to go to Canberra with a view
to obtaining further Commonweal th
assistance, so that many other problems
associated with soldier settlement may
be solved.
One section of returned servicemen
would have been placed on blocks at a
cost of, say, £8,000 or £9,000 per block,
but if land is to be bought on the basis
of £30 ·per sheep, an additional number
of soldier set1lers will be placed on
farms at double the cost. Therefore,
a writing off of portion of their capital
liabiJiity will be necessary. The Leader
of the Opposition doubts my statement
as to the cost of land, but I can prove
it. Before the State Government can
Session 1954.-[38]
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acquire properties for the purpose of
soldier settlement it must have the consent of the Commonwealth Government. It might be proposed that land
should be bought at a price 'not higher
than the 1942 valuation, but the Commonwealth authorities would insist that
the State should pay the ruling price.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Are you in favour
of adopting the 1942 basis of valuation?
Mr. McCLURE.-I suggest that land
should be acquired on the basis of
valuations in 1942, plus a reasonable
addition in consideration of the upward
trend that has taken place in valuations
since that year.
Mr. TURNBULL.-Would yO'u sell
properties on that basis?
Mr. McCLURE.-If I did, I should
make a tremendous profit-about 300
per cent. Members of the Opposition
are continuaHy heckling me, but instead
they should be helping me, because
soldier settlement is an activity that
should be above party politics. When
a man goes away to fight for his country
it does not matter whether he is a Victorian, or a South Australian, or a resident of any other State. The outstanding
fact is that he is an Australian. His
political colour should not be a consideration when he is being rehabiJIitated
after his return from active service.
On previous occasions I have heard
the honorable member for Kew speak
on the subject on which I shall conclude
my remarks. I refer to the necessity
for a review of the Commonwealth Constitution. I understand that the Prime
Minister agrees that such a review
should be undertaken and that it is also
favoured by sections of the Labour
party. My suggestion is that the best
brains of the country should be devoted
to the finding of a solution of the problems that have arisen in relation to the
Commonwealth Constitution. In s'peaking on this subject, I call to mind the
words spoken by Alfred Dea~in in 1902.
That great man forecast what would
happen under the terms of the CommonweaLth Constitution. This is what he
said-As the power of the purse in Great
Britain established by degrees the authority
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of the Commons, it will ultimately establish in Australia the authority of the Commonwealth. The rights of self-government
of the States have been fondly supposed to
be safeguarded by the Constitution. It
left them legally free but financially bound
to the chariot wheels of the central government. Their need will be its opportunity.
The less populous will first succumb; those
smitten by drought or similar misfortunes
will follow; and finally even the greatest
and most prosperous will however reluctantly be brought to heel. Our Constitution
may remain unaltered, but a vital change
will have taken place in the relations
between the States and the Commonwealth.
The Commonwealth will have acquired
a general control over the States while
every extension of pOlitical power will be
made by its means and go to increase its
relative superiority.

Alfred Deakin was something of a
prophet when he uttered those wise
words. As I said before, a review of
the Commonwealth Consti tu Hon is a
fit subject for the best brains of all
political parties. Perhaps it could be
considered by a convention of the
people. Sir John Latham, the former
Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia, said that when he died section
92 of the CommonweaHh Constitution
would be found to' be inscribed on his
heart. When men of such eminent
qualifications make remarks of that
kind, all people interested in the future
of Australia win agree that the time
has arrived when the problem should
be tackled.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-And now for a
quotation.
·Mr. McCLURE.-Earlier in the debate a me~ber of the Opposition, who
interjected, called me "Baldy." I know
that I am ugly and I know that I am
bald. To the member who interjected,
I shall repeat the limerick that was often
quoted by Woodrow Wilson when he was
accused of being an ugly manAs a beauty I'm not a great star,
There are others more handsome by far;
But my face I don't mind it
Because I'm behind i t 'Tis the folks out in 'front that I jar.

I conclude by congratulating the Premier
on his excellent Budget. I have no doubt
that the finances of this State will be on
a very sound basis from now on.
Mr. RYLAH (Kew) .-Would it be
presumptuous on my part if I compli.mented the honorable member for
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Dundas for having made a most entertaining and excellent speech? This has
been rather a dull Budget debate. It has
been deadly, partly, I think, because the
Opposition's order of speakers was somewhat upset earlier and things got a little
bit out of gear, but mainly because the
big guns on the Government side of the
Chamber remained silent. It was
interesting to notice, when the unfortunate Minister of Education was attempting to reply by way of interjection .to
certain remarks made by the honorable
member for Swan Hill, that there were
two satellite Ministers of Education
sitting behind him who completely
drowned his voice and somewhat
sha ttered him with the answers they
were giving on his behalf. However, I
sincerely compliment the honorable
member for Dundas because a lot of
what he said was darned good sense. I
believe that he was kind enough to refer
to what I have said in this House about
the need for a review of the Commonwealth Constitution. I am perfectly
certain that such a review is absolutely
urgent so far as the State of Victoria is
concerned. We are all sick and tired of
this constant business of the Government
for the time being in power being
entirely dependent upon the Commonwealth Government for funds--or nearly
so-and then, whenever difficulties are
encountered, blaming the Commonwealth Government. I shall say more on
that topic later, but I wanted to mention
it in passing.
I have examined the Budget with
great care, and I find it thoroughly
uninspiring and unenterprising.
I
would not go as far· as the honorable
member for Clifton Hill who, in the
absence of his Leader, said that it was
an "eat, drink and be merry" Budget.
Mr. O'CARRoLL.-That is what the
Leader of the Country party said.
Mr. RYLAH.-I heard it from the lips
of the honorable member for Clifton
Hill and he seemed to say it with some
sincerity. I do not consider it is such a
Budget, but I believe not only that it is
entirely uninspiring, but also that it
augurs little for the future good of Victoria. To me, the most disturbing fe-ature of the Budget is the terrific increase
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in Government spending without any
great indication that we, the people of
Victoria, are to get our money's worth.
If one examines the Budget figures, one
sees that the actual expenditure for 195.354, despite the Premier's surplus and
despite the Premier's somewhat skilful
but undisguised tucking away of funds
for the future, exceeded by £1,319,000
the estimated expenditure.
Of'a
further £6,500,000 of expenditure projected durJng this financial year,
£2,000,000, I concede, is unavoidable
because it covers interest payments
which have to be met. However, I
submit that the Committee should carefully examine what the community is to
get for the expenditure of the balance of
£4,500,000.
Mr. CAIN.-The next £2,000,000 is to
be spent on hospitals, is it not?
Mr. RYLAH.-I am coming to the
question of hospitals. There appears to
be an impression among the Premier's
supporters when he is out of the
Chamber that the Opposition is not
" game" to make any reference to
hospitals because it thoroughly supports
everything that .has been done. I do not
think that eVen the Premier, in his
wildest political moments, would suggest that members on the Opposition side
of the Chamber are not just as interested
in hospitals and education as he is.. The
Premier will claim, of course, that his
Government will do a somewhat better
job in regard to such services than the
Opposition, but I think he will concede
that members of the Opposition are interested, and it may well be that the
present Government has had in the last
twelve months some advantages that
the Government the Labour party supported two years ago did not have. By
the way, in view of the number of honorable members on the Ministerial side of
the Chamber who blame the Country
party Government of the years 1950 to
1952 for all the sins of Victoria during
that period, I think it is worth emphasizing that the Labour party supported that
Government. They forget that they
voted on every division accordingly.
The gentlemen who are now volcanoes on
the Treasury bench-somewhat extinct
volcanoes over the last few days, how-
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ever-must share the blame for anything that may have happened during
tha t period.
Mr. HAYEs.-We did not get paid for
it.
Mr. RYLAH.-That may be so, but
Labour members certainly stood up in
this Chamber and supported with
great enthusiasm decisions made by
the Country party Administration. I
believe that many of those decisions
were justified.
However, honorable
members on the Government side cannot say now, "We had nothing to do
with various measures; they were enactments of the dreadful Country party
Government whioh we opposed." I repeat that it was a Country party Government which members of the present
Government supported and of which
they would not allow the slightp.~+
criticism.
Mr. HAYES.-You are upset only because you consider that we should have
been supporting your party.
Mr. RYLAH.-I am not going into the
merits of that. I should hate to be supported by the Minister of Housing; I
cannot imagine anything more embarrassing. On this question of the level
of expenditure, there is an increase of
£6,500,000 and most of that £6,500,000
is to be spent on hospitals and on
schools. Nobody can quarrel with the
allocations for education. By that, I am
not conceding that the policy of the
Education Department or of the Minister
is right in every detail, but speaking
generally, the Department is making
some effort to meet the urgent demands
made upon it. It is closing some schools
and opening others. It is providing new
schools in certain places, and some people
believe that they should be provided in
other places. However, it is not my
purpose to-night to attack the Educatinn
Department for its policy. I am deeply
concerned about the policy of the Department of Health, or perhaps I should
say the policy of the Minister of Health.
Of course, he is the greatest beneficiary
in this m'agnificent spree of spending;
the largest increase in allocations goes
to his Department.
We are given the impression that the
money is to be used, first, to provide
more hospital beds; secondly, to prO'vide
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additional allocations for health sisters,
kindergarten grants ·and nursery or
creche grants, and so forth, to municipalities; thirdly, for the extension of certain dental and other
services; and fourthly, for further
main tenance at the Cancer Institute and
for other special activities which the
Hospitals and Charities Commission is
taking over. The latter allocation includes a miserable £100,000 for elderly
and aged people under some scheme, the
details of which we have not yet heard
but will, presumably, be given on Tuesday next when Dr. Lindell visits ParHament House. However, when one
examines the proposed expenditure of
these additional millions, one finds something rather disconcerting in relation to
the allocation for the Department of
Health.

may be paid through the Hospitals and
Charities Commission-members are
entitled to an explanation.

An examination of the general increases in salaries and administrative
costs in m'ost Departments indicates a
rise in these items of from 3 per cent.
to 5 per cent.; in some cases it is a little
higher. So far as the Department of
Health is concerned, the increase in
e~penditure on salaries and a,dmJnistrative. costs averages 10 per cent. For
the general health division there is an
increase of £15,750, which is slightly
more than 10 per cent.; in the tuberculosis section the increase is £43,600,
approximately 10 per cent. ; ;.n the
maternal and child hygiene section
the increase is £16,000, or 8 per cent.;
for the Mental Hygiene Authority the increase is £180,000, or more than 10 per
cent. Making a compa1ris'On with other
Departments that I have taken at random, I find that in the Department of
Agricul ture there is an increase of 7
per cent.; with the Soldier Settlement
Commission the increase is as low as 3
per cent.; wi th the Department of the
Treasury it is as low as 4 per cent.

Mr. RYLAH.-ATe these increases
going to be allocated to nurses. and
attendants? What is the purpose of the
increase of £15,750 with the general
health administrative section? That is
more than 10 per cent.; does it follow
that there will be a grea tIy increased
staff in that section? Why is it that
contingencies and travelling allowances
in all sections, particularly the Mental
Hy.giene Authority, are up to the sky?
,Members are enti tIed to know the
reasons for this expenditure, and to be
given more concrete information than
a record of increased allocations.

N'O member of the community objects
to money being made available for hospital or health services, provided that
the m·oney is well spent. If the money is
going to be expended on increased salaries and increased administrative expenses-I am not dealing with the salaries and adm1nistrative expenses whICh
Mr. Rylo.h.

Mr. BARRY.-Increased staff is being
employed.
Mr. RYLAH.-That is giving members concern. Must we have additional
staff? If more money is to be handed
out in the form of grants, must we build
up additi-onal administrative headquarters? I think one of the main complaints against the Hospitals and Charities Commission under the administration of Mr. McVilly was that the Commission wa.s expanding -into a grandiose
Department. Is that 'Occurring now?
Mr. BARRY.-In. the tuberculosis section there are more nurses and mental
institutions have addiUonal attendants.

Mr. BARRY.-YoU should put a question
on the Notice Paper.
Mr. RYLAH.-Opposition members
have been doing so and the Minister is
one of those who suggested that the
answers should be in the form of returns.
Mr. BARRY.-I have never said that.
Mlr. RYLAH.-I do not say this
unkindly to the Minister, but the
Government is suggesting that' the
Opposition is asking too many questions.
Mr. BARRY.-That has not been said in
relation to health matters.
Mr. RYLAH.-The proper time to
discuss questions of this nature is in
the course of the Budget debate, and I
expect ·the Minister to reply to the
queries that I have raised. I do not
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know whether he is prepared to do so.
Last session, I raised similar questions
in the course of the Budget debate; the
Departments of some seven or eight
Ministers were affected, but there was
no reply from any of them. What is
occurring with the new Hospitals and
Charities Commission which, by its
spokesman, Mr. Cremean, made an
announcemen t the day after the Budget
was brought down that, as the result
of the increased funds allocated by the
Treasurer, more hospital beds would be
available. I could understand a public
statement of that nature being made by
the Minister for Health or Dr. Lindell.
The great problem 'is not hospital beds
but nurses to attend to patients. The
answer to a question recently asked in
relation to hospital beds indicated that
there was a considerable number of
vacant hospital beds in Melbourne. The
Minister gave as an explanation that it
is difficult to determine how many there
are. It is common knowledge that hospital wards have to be kept empty
because there are no nurses to staff
them.
.
Mr. BARRY.-That used to be the case,
but there are more nurses now than
when
your
party
formed
the
Government.
Mr. RYLAH.-I am surprised at the
Minister. I always thought he looked
ahead, but now he is making a hopelessly
unproductive attack when he is faced
with a difficult problem. He says, "That
was the case when your party was the
Government" and "There are a ,lot more
nurses now than there were in 1890."
Of course there are, and it would be a
sorry commentary on Victoria if there
were not more hospitals in view of the
recent great increase in our population.
When the Footscray hospital was
opened, there was a complete disorganization of staff from other hospitals to
meet the demands of the Footscray institution. It is only now that the hospital
community is beginning to recover from
the opening of the Footscray hospital
and staff is becoming available for other
hospitals. When the Government came
into office it was committed to a programme of hospital building, and as new
hospitals begin to function-~such as the
hospital at Box Hill-the Government
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will be faced with staffing problems.
Money is not the fundamental problem;
it is lack of nurses. One reason why we
have this problem is that the standard
of training of our nurses is so high that
they can go to any part of Australia or
to any other country in the world, and
obtain employment. In addition, many
of them marry and that leads to a constant wastage. I do not quarrel with
the policy of additional money being
made available for hospitals or additional avenues being opened for the
training of nurses; but I do quarrel with
the new spokesman of the Hospitals and
Charities Commission making a statement immediately after the Budget was
introduced, and saying that because of
the Premier's generosity we would have
more hospital beds available immediately in Melbourne. Surely such a
statement should have been made by the
Minister of Health or the chairman of
the Commission.
Mr. BARRY.-YOU are not objecting to
the statement, but to the person who
made it.
Mr. RYLAH.-I object to the statement, which was misleading. The
Minister knows that we cannot have
more beds until there are additional
nurses to attend to them. If more beds
are to be available in one institution, a
similar number will be closed down in
another.
Mr. BARRY.-That will not occur.
Mr. RYLAH.-Tbe Minister may be a
" Mandrake."
Mr. BARRY.-YOU are not mentioning
Jacts.
Mr. RYLAH.-I have given the facts
as they appear to the people of Victoria.
Mr. BARRY.-I shall answer your
queries.
Mr. RYLAH.-I shall be interested to
hear the Minister's reply. I trust that it
will not consist of abuse of previous
Governments.
Mr. BARRY.-It will be the same as
your appreciation of the good that this
Government has done. Have we not done
one thing right?
Mr. RYLAH.-The Minister knows
only too well that I have frequently
complimented him on the good work that
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he has done. He has reached the stage
in which he believes that he cannot do
wrong in any way. If l:J.e or his Department makes a statement and Opposition
members criticize it or seek an explanation, they are told tha t they are
hopelessly wrong.
Mr. BARRY.-I will answer any question that is placed upon the Notice
Paper.
Mr. RYLAH.-I expect the Minister to
answer my queries in the course of this
debate. Of course, unless people do what
the Minister of Health tells them to do,
they will receive little consideration.
Obviously the Minister is not interested
in answering criticism.
I shall now discuss traffic problems of
the State. In the first place, I shall
refer to what is occurring in the city of
Melbourne, where the situation is rapidly
deteriorating. Last week, the Chief
Secretary was asked to state the actual
intake into and resignations from the
Police Force over the last five years. The
interesting figures he gave disclosed that
the net gain for the last twelve months
was only 22 officers. That indicates a
serious situation. The honorable gentleman went on to explain the net
gain by saying that certain adjustments
had been made in the Force and
additional equipment had been acquired
to build up the number of polke
available for duty. The interesting
aspect, however, is that, in 1950, the
net gain was 261, as compared with 100
in 1951, 113 in 1952, 102 in 1953, and 22
during the last twelve months. I, like
many other members of this House, have
been led to believe, as a result of statements published by the Chief Secretary
and statements of his in this House, that
the policy of this Government was to increase the strength of the Police Force
to deal with many problems that confront the community.
On several
occasions, the Chief Secretary, by interjection, has concurred as to the need for
increasing the number of available
police. In fact, the honorable gentleman
has claimed much credit for the introduction of the centre-of.;the-road righthand turn and the limitation of the
speed of motor vehicles in built-up and
country .areas, and he has admitted that

Debate.,

those measures will not be completely
effective unless more police are made
available to enforce them.
An examination of the Premier's
printed Budget speech reveals that the
Police Force receives no mention. There
is no apparent provision under the Chief
Secretary's Department for an increase
in the Police Force during the next
twelve months. This, too, is a serious
situation. If the net gain over the last
twelve months was 22 only-the lowest
for five years-it is fairly obvious that
an intensive recruiting campaign will ,be
necessary to maintain the strength of
the Force at its present level. I should
have thought that, it would be agreed
generally that the strength of the Police
Force should be increased by 100 to 200
men in the next twelve months. The
record of the Police Force, with the
available numbers, is fairly good, but its
record for combating the theft of motorcars, and bashings, as well as grappling
with traffic problems generally, is poor.
An example of just how bad the situation is, so far as traffic is concerned,
came to my notice yesterday when I was
travelling down Collins-street, a couple
of minutes after 9 o'clock in the morning. When I turned into Collins-street
from Spring-street, the traffic was
blocked back to the eastern side of .Exhibition-street, 'and it took twelve
minutes to move from there to a point
opposite the Melbourne Town Hall. Upon
arriving there, I discovered that the
favourite brewery wagon of the Minister of Housing was parked opposite a
safety zone, despite the fact that the
honorable gentleman has promised me
several times that the wagon would
not be parked there, and his officers have
sworn that such a vehicle was not parked
at that point. Nevertheless, the vehicle
may be seen there every morning. I have
mentioned the matter on several
occasions, both by letter and to the
honorable gentteman personally.
Mr. BARRY.-How does the vehicle
come to be the favourite brewery wagon
of the Minister?
Mr. RYLAH.-I cannot say. Apparently it is an invisible wagon which the
honorable gentleman's officers tell him
is not there, despite the fact that it is
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there nearly every morning and its
presence has the effect of channelling
all the motor-car traffic into one lane.
One or two tram drivers were having
a great time playing" regulation strike"
and, at the time of my arrival at the
Swanston-street intersection, there was
a continuous line of trams extending
back for a considerable distance.
Mr. BARRy.-Where was the brewery
wagon parked?
Mr. RYLAH.-Opposite a safety zone,
adjacent to the Melbourne Town Hall.
Mr. BROsE.-What was the wagon
doing there?
'Mr. RYLAH.-An hotel is located opposite. The brewery wagon usually
arrives just before 8 a.m. and remains
until 8.50 a.m.-sometimes laterthereby effectively blocking peak traffic
at that point. I give full marks to the
constable of police who was in charge of
the Spring-street intersection because,
partly by walking and partly by getting
a lift, he reached Swanston-street. He
then approached the constable who
was controlling the traffic in Swanstonstreet, and said in effect, "Look up the
street." The fellow who was waving the
traffic down Swanston-street, with his
back toward Collins-street, turned
around, gasped visibly, proceeded to the
traffic lights and altered the light cycle,
thus commencing to clear the traffic in
Collins-street. The situation is hardly
believable yet it is an indication of the
sort of thing that is going on because
of a peculiar fascination which the Melbourne City Council has for light signals
and because of a shortage of police
officers to control the traffic at intersections. This may be regarded by some
members as a joking matter, but it is
really not a subject for amusement.
Mr. BARRy.-It seems that the policeman on duty at Swanston-street had a
fancy for the lights, because he altered
the cycle.
Mr. RYLAH.-Had he dared to turn
off the lights at the intersection, he
would probably have been dismissed.
Mr. BARRy.-As a matter of fact, he
is not supposed to touch the lights.
Mr. RYLAH.-That is a point. He is
not allowed to use his dis.~retion,
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with the object of clearing traffic in
Swanston-street. The Melbourne City
Council would not care if traffic in that
thoroughfare was held up all day. Probably from 20 to 25 trams were held
up for periods ranging from 12 to 20
minutes, and passengers were late in
arriving for work. There is· no reaUzation of the seriousness of the traffic
problem, and of the time wasted, not only
by hauliers trying to deliver goods, but
also by passengers in trams trying to
move through the city.
Mr. BARRY.-When should beer be
delivered?
Mr. RYLAH.-At any time between
9.15 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. No one would
then have any qualms.
However,. a
brewery wagon must be parked opposite
a safety zone in Collins-street at the
critical period! The situation is indicative of the Rafferty's rules that
prevail for the control of trruIic in the
City of Melbourne. Members of the
Governmen t merely smile and do nothing. The attitUde of the Administration is, "We cannot be wrong in any
circumstances.' ,
Mr. BARRY.-The Government is not
to blame.
Mr. RYLAH.-Of course it is. I ask:
Under whose control is the Police Farce?
Mr. BARRY.-The brewery ·wants to
deliver beer to hotels, but it is impossible to do so before 9 a.m. or after
6 p.m.
Mr. RYLAH.-My contention is that
beer is delJivered at a time when a
causes the greatest inconvenience io
the travelling public. That attitude is
typical. Noone cares. It does not
matter if hundreds of people are late
for work and if trams are delayed for
25 minutes, thus causing inconvenience
to mothers with Slick children, who must
wait until trams return l>ate from the
city.
The owner-onus Bill whioh was
brought down last year by the Minister
of Public Works has been a complete
fai,lure. The reason for that posiUon
is adequately described, in the annual
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report ,of the Chief Commissioner of
Police for the year 1953, in the following terms:The Parking of Vehicles Act 1953, No.
5677 (commonly known as the owner-onus
Act), also came into operation. Its objects
are. to relieve parking congestion in the
city area and to avoid the necessity of
large numbers of police attending courts
in connexion with traffic cases. It gives
power to police and municipal attendants
to take action against illegal parking
merely by taking the car number and later
calling on the registered owner to explain
the offence, thus avoiding much time previously lost in waiting for the driver of
the vehicle to return to it before his
name could be taken. There has been
a noticeable improvement in the parking
position, but as many defendants have
not availed themselves of the special procedure set up by the Act to simplify the
hearing of cases, the anticipated saving in
p0lice time in attending courts has not, as
mentioned in !PO{ introductory remarks,
been real~zed.

Of course, It was perfectly obvious that
that would- happen.
Mlr. BouRKE.--The Chief Commissioner said that the plan is working. I
thought you said it was no good.
Mr. RYLAH.-Of course it is not.
The Chief Commissioner of Police stated
that there was some improvement at
first. In its report thP. tramways Board
said the same thing. One of the reasons for the Board's deficit of £248,000
last financial year was the ti~e 100st by
trams caused by congestion in the city.
When owner-onus was originally introduced some slight improvement resulted,
but generally city traffic has reverted to
the situation existing prior to its introduction.
The remedy is three-fold.
First, there must be more police control
. of traffic in the city and fewer traffic
lights. Some form of central'ized control will be necessary to enable traffic
jams to be quickly handled. Otherwise
situations such as that of yesterday,
when some unfo'rtunate policeman had
to' proceed on foot to obtain another unfortunate policeman to assist him to do
what the city council would not permit
him to do, will become common.
Secondly, provision must be made for
default summons procedure in respect of
parking offences. In other words, police
officers will not have to attend court
unless the defendant intends to defend
himself. The third suggestion is that
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the whole situation should be examined
to endeavour to work out, in co-operation with the city council, a system
enabling traffic to be co-'otdina ted and
controlled, and to flow evenly.
Mr. CAIN .-It is all so many words.
Mr. RYLAH.-The Premier says it is
just so many words. That comment
reveals a policy of despair similar to his
published statements respecting Kew
which appear in the Herald to-day.
Mr. CAlN.-The only way to prevent
traffic jams is to keep traffic out of the
streets. If you allow traffic to flow into
Swanston-street as it does now, there
will be traffic jams. I thought you
would tell us to take the trams out of
the streets.
Mr. RYLAH.-The Premier is an
expert and it is difficult to quarrel with
him because of his wide knowledge, but
to an uninitiated person who has spent
only a short time studying the problem
and observing how authorities in Sydney
and Adelaide deal with it, it appears
that there is room for improvement in
this city. In effect, the Premier says,
"Get rid of the traffic from the city,"
but he has turned down flat the proposal that an underground il'ailway
should be constructed, financed by funds
which can be raised in Melbourne.
Mr. CAlN.-That is not true.
Mr. RYLAH.-The Premier's published statements are to that effect and
he has never denied them.
Mr. CAlN.-They are the reverse.
Mr. RYLAH.-The position concerning the underground railway is that it
is on the programme, but it is so far
down the priority list that probably the
Premier and I will not live long enough
to see the first sod turned. If the
solution of the city traffic problem lies
in
the underground railway-and
apparently the Premier sincerely believes it does-I ask the honorable
gentleman whether he is interested in
proposals to e~plore among the financial
houses of Melbourne the possibility of
financing the project.
Mr. CAIN.-No.
Mr. RYLAH.-It seems to be a completely short-sighted policy.
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Mr. CAIN.-The financial houses in
Melbourne do not know anything about
the engineering ·problems which are
involved.
Mr. RYLAH.-I am getting sick of
the Victorian Railways Commissioners'
attitude that everything is difficult and
presents serious problems, unless it is a
matter of providing poor service.
Mr. CAIN.-I did not mention the railways. I said that big engineering
problems were involved.
Mr. RYLAH.-I believe the Utah
Construction Company would eat the
problem. I suggest that that firm should
be given an opportunity to examine the
proposal and to inform this House or a
Select Committee what problems are
involved, the estimated cost, and the
period of time which would be required
to complete the project. I think the
Premier would be amazed at what a
small job it would be for that company.
Mr. CAIN.-The Eildon works were to
cost £11,000,000, but will ·amount to
£23,000,000 or £24,000,000.
Mr. RYLAH.-Increases in the basic
wage during the period in question
account for most of the difference.
Mr. CAIN.-It was due to the Menzies'
inflation policy.
Mr. RYLAH.-The Premier mentions
the Menzies' inflation policy, but claims
that the return to financial stability in
this State has been effected by his
Government and not the Menzies
Government. Let us be realistic about
the problem. If it is as serious as the
Premier suggests, Parliament should be
informed of the difficulties, either by the
appointment of a Select Committee or by
the Public Works Committee examining
the engineering problems. I think a
mountain is being made out of a molehill. This job can be done. It would be
worth whHe for the business houses of
Melbourne to finance it because if something is not done soon the city will die
on its feet. There is a tremendous
amount to be done in the way of f~cili
tating the flow of traffic in Melbourne.
Some of the factors which affect the
position are: The practice of permitting
vehicles to park outside safety zones;
double parking even when there is room
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near the kerb; people who receive special
privileges in regard to parking and who
proudly state that they are allowed to
park their vehicles in the street all day;
the conditions under which trams:
operate in the dty; the tramways Board
policy-" We will agree to any form of
traffic control provided we have the right
of way."
In its annual report the tramways
Board blames everybody but itself for
the condition of its finances. When dealing with the question of traffic congestion, the Board does not consider
whether it is or is not contributing to
the problem. Of course, it does. Anyone
who looks around Melbourne will see
trams banking up at old-fashioned bundy
clocks in busy roads. They will see points
being ,shifted manually at busy intersections, thus holding up other traffic.
Every time a local council suggests to
the tramways Board that a tram stop
should be moved to relieve congestion,
the Board declines. How many times
have honorable members seen a tram
stopped in the middle of an intersection
during a peak period because some stupid
selfish driver has said, "I am going on
irrespective of whether I can get over
the intersection ·safely or not." Such
drivers hold up not only motor vehicles,
but also other trams. How often, when
trams are going into a depot, does one
observe a selfish driver holding up his
own" cobbers " because he wants to get
in first? It is easy to blame everyone
else, as the tramways Board does. If
the Board were contributing to the solution of the problem, and if there were
co-operation between the Government,
the police, the city council, road operators and motorists generally, we would
get somewhere, but while the present
laisser-faire attitude persists, the position will become worse and worse. It
would be interesting to know the
economic cost to the community of the
present policy.
Mr. PETTIONA.-Do you not think most
of the trouble is due to individual car
drivers?
Mr. RYLAH.-I think an individual
driver, be it the honorable member for
Prahran or myself, can be extremely
selfish under certain conditions. It is
quite hopeless to suggest that all the

958

Budget

[ASSEMBLY.]

blame devolves on one particular type
of road-user. A tremendous improvement could be effected by disciplining
selfish drivers. The new speed limits
are being observed very well. The
average Victorian motorist has surprised
all of us by the way in which he is
playing the game. I refer particularly
to the 30-miles an hour speed limit in
the metropolitan area.
hundred
Mr.
O'CARROLL.-Three
:breaches a week.
Mr. RYLAH.-Three hundred out of
30,000 or 50,000 motorists is a very small
proportion. How many times does one
see a taxi driver or hire-car driver
making a U-turn in the middle of the
city or breaking the speed limit or cutting in and out in order to gain an
advantage? They get away with such
practices. They are the most reckless
drivers of all and take advantage of the
f~ct that other motorists are playing the
game.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-That is why the
premiums on motor-car insurance,
including" taxis, are so high.
Mr. RYLAH.-That is so. This is a
problem" for the Minister of Health as
well as the Attorney-General and Chief
Secretary. Surely it must be obvious
to the Government that the appointment of 200 or 300 traffic police would
be the best investment it could make.
Mr. BARRY.-The Department is continually advertising for staff.
Mr. RYLAH.-Is a definite effort
being made to obtain them? The Committee wants an assurance on that
point.
Mr. BARRY.-During the last three or
tour years, the Government has been
trying everywhere to get more police.
Mr. RYLAH.-In the last twelve
months there was a net gain of only
22. I contend that that was because
no energy or drive was behind the
recruiting campaign, and probably the
Premier was miserable ahout £.s.d. If
mare police are appointed, the accident
rate and the number of people injured
can be reduced. The community will
thus gain tremendously. The Minister
of Health win have to provide fewer
beds for accident cases; the ambulance
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service will not· require as many
ambulances. This is indicated already
by the result of the new speed limits.
The average number of casualty cases
treated has' fallen. If the trend continues motorists will pay less in thirdparty insurance premiums; there win
be a decline in litigation about motor
accidents; and there will be a reduction
in the number of huge verdicts awarded
by juries. If the Government tackles
the problem positively by investing in
police, it will derive a return in a
number of ways.
I now turn to the Railway Department. I share the disappointment of
most members regarding the position
of the railways. I have been particularly interested in this service all my
life. I was appalled at the situation
that arose during the period of rislng
costs, and I sincerely believed-from all
that was said on behalf of the Governmen t regarding the recovery of the
railways, the advantages the Department was obtaining from new equipment, and so on-that this year the
finances would practically break even.
A deficit of the sum af £300,000 for
1953-54 "was mentioned, and it was
stated that in the current financial year
the railways might even start to show a
sligh't profit. Instead, there was a deficit
of £900,000 last year, and this is expected to be reduced to a deficit of
£708,000 this year. As the Leader of
the Country party pointed out, the real
deficit-taking into account all Treasury
subsidies and relief of interest payments
-is in the vicinity of £2,900,000. Leaving that aut of consideration, the fact
remains that there was a loss of
nearly £1,000,000 last year and the
estimated deficit this year is £708,000.
This will be despite the fact that the
Railway Department anticipates an
extra £426,000 increase in freight
revenue during the current financial
year.
It is curious that in the Premier's
speech there is no mention of a probable
increase in passenger revenue. On this
occasion, the Premier is being quite
honest. I cannot imagine that the
revenue received by the railways from
passengers will increase, despite the
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increased population, and the larger
number of people travelling, for the
reason that the service is getting warse
every day. Only a fortnight ago, I
asked the Minist'er in charge of this
proud railways system how many of its
trains ran late on a particular day. The
answer furnished staggered me, and I
think it staggered most other Opposition members. The number of country
trains arriving late at their destinations
totalled 88; that must account far a
big proportion of our country trains.
The number of suburban trains arriving
late at Melbourne was 654. There were
210 which were one minute late, 92
which were two minutes late, and 352
which were more than two minutes late.
What has happened to the railways
system of ten years ago, that used to
be proud of the fact that trains ran on
time all the time? Why is it that with
improved equipment, more modern rolling stock, and even-to a slight degree
-improved finances, we are getting a
service which is deteriorating daily?
The Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways Board, in its annual report, has
issued a very serious warning to the
Government that competition from cars
-particularly private cars-ds reducing
revenue substantially.
In the Mont
Albert-North Balwyn area the reduction
is estimated to' be as much as 25 per
cent. That is inevitable, because the
service is getting worse and worse.
In recent years, thousands of people
have waited at tram stops along
Cotham-road to get a foothold on trams,
and, despite protests made by the local
member of Parliament, the service did
not seem to improve. A few extra trams
were put into service, but not much
more was done. Now, the same number
of people are waiting, but most of them
are between tram stops because they
travel by private cars. Can anyone
blame them because of tJle service provided?
Railways rolling stock used in the
suburban area is worn out. I have been
informed that the Commissioners are
awaiting the arrival of 30 new trains.
By the time they are received, the position will be relieved as far as the number
of passengers is concerned, but there is
only a remote chance of any existing
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trains being thrown out of service; perhaps two or three will be. In the meantime, conditions deteriorate, the service
deteriorates, and so does the revenue.
Some curious things occur. The Railways Commissioners are proud of the
train they run to Adelaide, as they are
entitled to be. The rolling-stock, built
by the South Australian railways under
a joint Government contract, is probably as good as anything in the Commonwealth. But what is this train? It
is styled the Adelaide Express, although
U stops at about ten stations between
Melbourne and Adelaide.
There is a demand for a second division so that a fast express can be run
between the two cities, as was envisaged
ten years ago. It is still not anaccomplished fact. At week-ends and other
busy periods, the chance of a passenger
getting a berth on the Overland is remote. A senior conductor informed me
that his estimate of the number of
people who could not obtain tickets on
the Friday at the commencement of the
May school holidays was about 250.
They were not told, "The Department
will put on another train." They were
simply informed that no accommodation
was available. The same thing happened before the last September school
holidays. The Overland was completely
full; there was not a berth or a seat to
be had after a certain time. One unfortuna te person was sold a ticket for
the wrong day, and when he arrived he
was told that it was too bad, he just
could not travel. Will the railways run
a second division of this interstate train
as the New South Wales authorities
have done since time immemorial? No.
Officials of the Department say, "There
will be only one train. If you cannot
get a berth on one day, you will have
to travel on the next train."
Mr. BOURKE.-How much would be
lost on a second division?
Mr. RYLAH.-That is the. attitude
adopted by the Government-not what
traffic can be gained. Apparently, no
one thinks of the traffic lost to the air,
or the value of giving service to the
public. We will never have an adequa1te
service and a good return from the
railways until the Department is prepared to give good service. For the
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benefit of the honorable member for St.
Kilda, wHJh whom I occasionally agree,
I believe a deficit would be justified if
the community were receiving proper
service. At present, it is not doing so.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Now there is both
a deficit ,and no service.
Mr. RYLAH.-That is correct, and
~hat situation will continue while there
1S complete lack of examination of railway administration. Someone should
lsk "Why?" The Railway Departnent seems unable to make ends meet,
Nith all its new equipment and roliingstock. What is wrong?
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Moreover, the
operators of road transport are persecuted.
Mr. RYLAH.-That is so. Restrictions are placed on road transport, the
railways are providing an inadequate
service, and the Department is endeavouring to reduce the deficit by keeping up the level 'Of fares and freights; in
addition, it is running late trains. The
Adelaide express is late practically
every morning; to-day it was half an
hour late, and it was an hour late last
Tuesday. It runs late more often than
it runs on time. This is supposed to be
our "crack" train. Someone should
ask" What is wrong?" The Railways
Commissioners should be informed "It
is time you did a better job for the
people." The Premier says, "No." In
answer to a demand by the Leader of
the C'Ountry party for a Royal Commission, he stated publicly, "There will be
no inquiry into railway administration
while I am Premier."
If that is the attitude of the Premier, the sooner he is "tossed out" the
better. There is an urgent demand for
a complete investigation into railway
administration by either a Royal Commission or a committee of experts. In
my opinion, such a committee should
comprise a business man, a person with
some knowledge of transport and a
primary producer. If an investigation
were made some conclusions might be
reached, but while there is a continuance of the existing position the present·
inefficient railway service will become
worse and it will be impossible for the
Department to make ands meet.
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Mr. MERRIFIELD.-Have you no confidence in. the Commissioners?
Mr. RYLAH.-I have no confidence in
them now.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-We want a
return to the days of Sir Harold Clapp.
Mr. RYLAH.-Exactly. At that time
there was drive and determination
behind the administration of the railways.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-It was your party
that appointed the present Commissioners.
Mr. RYLAH.-An investigation might
,reveal that the hands of those gentlemen are tied. The Minister of Public
Works knows that J. J. Brown reigned
supreme in the railways for five years,
and during that time he did a tremendous amount of damage to the general
morale.
Mr. BARRY.-Wh'o put him out?
Mr. RYLAH.-The railwaymen did,
with the support of the Government for
which it should be given full credit.
However, surely it will be acknowledged
tha t Brown did some damage during the
five years that he held office.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-Why do you desire
the appointment of a Royal Commission?
!Mr. RYLAH.-An investigation into
the administration of the railways
might reveal the way in which
they could be run more efficiently
so that a good service might be given
the community. However, I realize that
this arrogant Government will not
listen to criticism. ' Whenever a subject
is raised, it is 'Said, " The Government is
right; there is nothing wrong with the
administration." In my opinion the
people of Victoria are not satisfied' with
the present position. They are tired of
a Premier who continuaBy blames the
Commonwealth Government when he
finds himself in difficulty, and they
deplore the fact that Victoria is a mendicant State. They are looking for a
Governmen t that is prepared to govern
for the good of Victoria, that is not
concerned with sectional interests, and
is not prepared to say, "Everything is
well; no action is needed on our behalf.
We can allow things to proceed in their
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normal way." With the money available, the Government is in a position to
do something worth while, but I doubt
whether it will grasp the opportunity.
Many things need to be remedied in the
interests of Victoria.
Mr. LUCY
(Ivanhoe).-When I
realized that I would follow the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition I
became somewhat nervous, because as
a rule the honorable member is an
excellent debater.
As a result of his
criticism I thought I might have
to defend the Government, but the
two major items he discussed related
to traffic in Melbourne-that is the
problem of the Melbourne City Council-and the Overland express. For the
jnformation of the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, I might point out that the
most important service to South Australia is not called the Adelaide express,
but the Overland, and that the transcontinental service operates to Western
Australia. Those services operate on
two or three days a week, and sometimes
it is necessary for intending passengers
to book two or three months ahead. All
States are faced with similar problems
as regards rolling-stock. The VictOTian
Railway Department has done a good
job over the years and in this State
there is operating-possibly to the credit
9f the Government-the best interstate
service in Australia.
Apparently it is distasteful to some
members of the Opposition that the
Government had a surplus last year of
£708,000 and that it can carry out work
that previous Administrations could not
undertake. In my opinion, the Treasurer
has made wise allocations. It has been
the practice of past Governments to allot
about £500,000 from loan funds to be
spent on maintenance of school buildings, but this Government proposes to
finance that work out of revenue. For
many years, we have heard of the need
to abolish railway level crossings in the
metropolis and in country areas. It
reflects great credit on the Government
that it has set aside the sum of £250,000
to provide for the progressive elimination of these crossings.
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Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-That sum will
not pay for half of the work to eliminate
either the Elsternwick or the Clifton
Hill crossing.
Mr. LUCY.-I understand that each of
those jobs will cost approximately
£300,000. The Government is to be congratulated on its proposal to establish
shopping facilities in the Heidelberg
housing settlement. The Commission
has been criticized for not disposing of
shop sites, and it has been said that
private enterprise should be given the
opportunity to develop shopping facilities in Housing Commission areas.
Although private enterprise has had an
opportunity of providing shops in the
Heidelberg area, it has not done so.
. Apparently, interested parties considered
that, as they were dealing with the
Governmen t, the land could be purchased
cheaply. An area of 9 acres of valuable
land was offered for sale. Adjacent to
that area there will be an hotel-the
nearest is 2~ miles from the settlementand a picture theatre which will be 3
miles from any existing theatre. On the
land offered for sale, there are to be 70
shops, a market, a departmental store,
and a parking area for 300 cars. The
Opposition should never again contend
that private enterprise should be
afforded an opportunity to provide such
facilities, because although the land was
advertised for sale in every leading
newspaper in the Commonwealth, the
highest offer received was £40,500.
Last year the Government introduced
legislation to en'ter 1:!he field of entertainments tax. At the time, Opposition
members opposed the measure on t~
grounds that, if Victoria derived income from this source-which had been
abandoned by the Commonwealth-the
Victorian allocation by the Loan Council would be reduced proportionately.
During the 1953-54 financial year the
amaunt of revenue received by the Victorian Government from entertainments
tax amounted to £826,000, and that sum
helped the Government to produce a
surplus at the end of that year. The
prediction of members of the Opposition that the annual allocation by the
Commonwealth to Victoria would be
reduced proportionately to the amount
of entertainments tax collected was
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proved to be false. Because the Government is able to show a surplus, it is
being accused of having done something
disgraceful.
The next subject on which I desire
to comment is objectionable literature.
[ refer particularly to the weekly newspaper, Truth. I agree with the remarks
of the honorable members for Hawthorn, Oakleigh, and Port Melbourne,
who also directed the attention of the
Commi ttee to the nature of this publication. Earlier this year, the Police
Offences (Obscene Publications) Act
was placed on the statute-book. The
main feature of that measure was the
banning of literature that unduly
emphasized matters of sex, crime,
violence, gross cruelty, or horror. How-'
ever, by sub-section (1) of section 4 of
the Act, newspapers registered pursuant
to the Printers and Newspapers Act
were exempt from its provisions. The
argument in favour of that exemption
was that newspapers should be given
a degree of freedom, but if that freedom is abused Parliament should take
appropriate action to' curb the publication of any objectionahle matter by this
newspaper.
I am amazed that no member of the
Opposition has risen to support the
objections voiced by Government supporters. I dO' not read Truth, but honorable members will call to mind the
weekly bill that is exhibited outside
newsagents' shops and on hoardings
indica'Nng the main item of the current
publication. I think they will all agree
that these advertisements, copies of
which I now show members, are disgusting. One would expect that members of
the Opposition would raise their voices
with those of Government supporters in
an effort to have this evil wiped out.
Mr. RYLAH.-It is your Government
that is in office.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-You ought to
throw those billheads away.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-They are stinking
things; burn them.
Mr. LUCY.-As I mentioned before,
a section was included in the Police
Offences (Obscene Publications) Act
exempting newspapers from the provisions of that measure, but in my
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OpInIOn this publication has exceeded
its legitimate degree of freedom. I do
not know why Truth has done this, but
I have my own ideas on the matter. On
the front page of practically every issue
of Truth since last June there has been
exhibited a photograph of either a nude
ur a semi-nude. It has had headlines in
big letters, such as "Girl Killer Free."
One could perhaps understand such
things happening in New York.
Mr. TuRNBuLL.-Are you sincere
when you say that you do not read
Truth?

Mr. LUCY.-Occasionally I read what
appears under the heading of "Topical
Taps," but generally I do not read this
paper. The evil effect of this publication
on the minds of juveniles and adolescents
can easily be imagined. Parliament
passed legislation to eliminate undesirable literature, yet this is circulated
unchecked. Its contents are far more
deleterious than any of the comics. about
which complaints were made at the time
of the passing of the Act.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-You are making it
hot now.
Mr. LUCY.-I am not.
Mr. BOLTE.-You are making a poor
show.
Mr. LUCY.-I speak seriously, but
apparently Opposition members cannot
appreciate the seriousness of the evil.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-You read
Truth, just like many other people,
although you are growling about it.
Mr. LUCY.-If members do' not
believe what I have said, I can do
nothing about that. I think that many
of the older people--excluding, perhaps,
the honorable member for Gippsland
South-have
discontinued
reading
Truth. As its circulation has dropped,
this newspaper is endeavouring to
increase its sales by making an appeal
to the younger people and it is trying to
achieve that objective by including in its
weekly issue reports of the objectionable
type to which I have referred. I 8hall
now quote an announcement that I heard
broadcast over radio station 3AW on
the 16th July last. It was as follows:Young girl outraged at South Kensington.
A man has now been charged in the
.Criminal Court with murder. Read this
week's Truth for full details.
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Just imagine an appeal being made over
the air for the public to read an account
of such a subject!
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-What does
your Government propose to do
about it?
Mr. LUCY.-I shall tell the honorable
member who, apparently, continues to
buy this publication. Unfortunately,
3AW and the other radio stations rely
entirely on advertising for their revenue.
r wro te to the mana.ging director of
3AW concern'lng the matter and this is
the reply I receivedThank you very much for your letter of
23rd July and r am grateful indeed to you
for bringing to my notice the pertinent
section of copy which you found disagreeable.
r thoroughly agree that this type of copy
is most unsuitable for broadcasting, and can
assure you that the organization responsible
for the preparation of this copy had been
advised on a number of previous occasions
that we would not accept material of this
nature. For some time they have provided us with the correct type of material,
but unfortunately it appears that they have
slipped back into the old style. This would
have been picked up, normally, but the
copy for last week arrived late and was
incorporated into the schedules without
being perused by a senior executive.
Instructions have been issued to-day that
all copy from this organization shall be
perused and okayed by the Company Secretary of 3AW. I am sure that you will
have no further cause for complaint in this
regard, and trust you will appreciate our
action as evidence of our good faith.

It was pleasing to learn that this
station banned such trash from being
advertised over the air. I regret that the
Opposition has not been more co-operative in the proposals for the curing of
this evil. I sincerely trust that the
Government will in the immediate future
take action to bring this· publication
within the provisions of the Police
Offences (Obscene Publications) Act.
Surely we, as mature adults, are riot
going to allow filth to be thrown up all
the time just to .sell a lousy newspaper.
Mr. TURNBuLL.-The Government has
the numbers.
Mr. LUCY.-Will the honorable member for Korong support the Government
if it introduces an amending Bill?
Mr. TURNBULL.- -No.
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The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Colonel
Leggatt).-Order!
The
honorable
member for Ivanhoe is out of order
when he refers to any matters which
require new legislation or amending
legislation. Administration is the matter
before the Committee. I have allowed
the honorable member some latitude,
but if he is going to enter into a controversy with the Opposition, I must
call him to order.
Mr. GALVIN.-The Opposition is
entering into controversy with the honorable member for Ivanhoe.
Mr. LUCY.-I thank you again, Mr.
Acting Chairman, for your assistance.
I t has been he1pful to me in allowing
me to escape from the wolves of the
Opposition. However, I must repeat
that it is regrettable that Opposition
members view this matter in a humorous light when it is something of great
seriousness. The Victorian people are
screaming about this subject whereas
they are not protesting about the difficulties with the traffic in Bourke-street,
on which question the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition spent half an hour. It is
about time that we, as legislators, considered doing something tangible to prevent this newspaper from publi'shing the
type of material in question.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Colonel
Leggatt) .-Order! I have already told
the honorable member f.or Ivanhoe that
he is out of order referring to matters
which involve the introduction of legislation.
Mr. GALVIN.-Did not the honorable
member for Korong approve of what was
bein~ suggested?
Mr. LUCY.-That is so. I regret, Mr.
Acting Chairman, that I am not in order
in pursuing the subject.
ACTING
CHAIRMAN.-The
The
honorable member may proceed to discuss questions of administration-what
the Government should do or should not
do. However, when he proposes amending legislation, he is not in order in
bringing such discussion into the Budget
debate e~cept as a matter of passing
reference.
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Mr. LUCY.-I bow to your ruling, Sir, Governmen t had been holding back
but did we not hear the Deputy Leader money from all country interests. but
of the Opposition suggest that the finally it came t.o the conclusion that it
Government should bring down legisla- had to push money out in various ways,
tion in relation to the traffic in the city? . so authorities throughout Victoria were
This is the first time in my short ex- asked to spend as much as possible beperienceof two years as a member that fore the end of the financial year. The
I have' heard such a ruling. I regret Country Roads Board was placed in the
that I cannot pursue the matter further. same position by the Government. The
Sir HERBERT HYLAND (Gippsland Board will not say so, naturally, but for
South).-Mr. Acting Chairman, the the first time jn history, it asked munihonorable member who has just resumed cipalities throughout Vict'Oria to send in
his seat appealed to you for assist- as many claims as possible before the
ance; I can give you a guarantee 30th June. That can only mean that the
that I shall not be calling for Country Roads Board was also asked to
any such help. I maintain that t~le help the Government get rid of some
Despite all this
Budget has definitely been doctored; in of its surplus cash.
the
Government
eventually
activity,
that regarq there is not the slightest
doubt. An enormous amount of money found that it could not spend anything
has been salted away somewhere. I do like the amount of loan money it had
not know what funds have been used, been allocated.
Mr. BOLTE.-The same thing applies
but I have a very shrewd suspicion that
the Railway Renewals and Replacements with regard to soldier settlement.
Fund has been boosted up, as is generally
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-That is
the case on such occasions. It is a so. One of the newspapers said that it
wonderful way of hiding a lot of money. was good housekeeping by the GovernMr. MERRIFIELD.-Established by a ment. It certainly is good housekeeping
to have a little put away for a rainy
Country party Government.
day, provided that the members of the
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-That is household do not starve in the meanso. The Premier has stated that the time. In this case, the proviso· is that
surplus is a little over £700,000, but the the Government is not starving the
merest novice knows very well that country districts, as it really did during
if the Treasury allows a surplus of the last financial year.
Ministers are
£700,000 t'O be shown, its officials must patting themselves on the back and the
have had great difficulty in finding back-benchers on the Government side
places in which to hide the real surplus. have been patting the Government on the
Mr. BOLTE.-It must have been in the back. Doubtless they are told to praise
vicinity of £3,000,000.
the Government when they speak in the
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-The real House even though behind the scenes
surplus must have been more than the ,situation is different. That is done
£3,000,000, because if there is a surplus in order to show a united front in the
of £1,500,000 or £2,000,000, the Treasury House. Dealing with the source of the
officials usually are able to push a little surplus, thanks to Mr. Menzies and
bit here, there and everywhere and then Sir Arthur Fadden, the Governshow about £100,000 as the surplUS. ment received about £10,000,000 more
Later on, I intend to show the Committee than in the previous year. The second
just where the surplus came from. point is that the Government stung the
There is no doubt that the Government country people an additional £2,000,000expected an extraordinarily large surplus odd in railway freights.
Mr. SHEEHAN.-What did your Govbecause just before the end of June
municipalities throughout the country ernment do?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-I am tellwere advised by the Public Works Department to push on with all the works ing the honorable member for Ballarat
they had in hand and to do as much as what his Government did; I shall deal
was possible before the 30th June. That with his speech in a moment.
Honorable members interjecting.
was an extraordinary action to take. The
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The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Colonel
Leggatt) .--Order !
There are too
many interjections.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-I repeat
that the Government" stung country
people for more than £2,000,000 by increasing railway freight charges, but
there was nQ increase in passenger fares
in the metropolitan area. The Government said, "We will catch the country
people by increasing country freights,"
and country Labour members supported
that action.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr.
O'Carroll) .-Order! In no Parliament
in the world are four members permitted
to speak at the same time. The honorable member for Gippsland South is
addressing the Chair.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-I agree
with your comment, Mr. Acting Chairman. The Government refused to make
grants to country localities for the erection of halls, the improvement of recreation grounds and swimming pools. Had
money been made available for those
purposes, the Minister foor Public Works
would have allocated it in the right way.
Mr. BOT.JTE.-In Labour electorates.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-I give the
Minister this credit-he would have
done the fair thing.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-The building of
swimming pools, halls and recreation
grounds was frozen by the Country
party Government.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-The present Government had many more millions to spend than did the Country
party Government.
If the Minister
of
Public
Works
had
allocated
£1,000,000 for the purpose I have
indicated he would have been known
as the best Minister ever to have
held the portfolio of Public Works. In
view of the huge surplus that the
Government had, it should have said
to the Minister of Public Works, "Here
is a further sum of £250,000 to clear up
these matters. If local people will not
do their share of the work, cancel their
applications." Instead of doing so, the
Government carried out post-war works
and works for the Country Roads Board,
all of which came under the control of
JJ

Debate.

965

the Minister of Public Works. I repeat
that it did nothing in the way of providing amenities in the form of playing
arenas, recreatiQn halls, and swimming
pools for country people.
The next item by which the Government increased its revenue was the
cutting down of subsidies for river improvement works from £7 for £1 to £1
for £1, but it later increased the amount
to £2 for £1. I have a copy of the
booklet issued by the State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission stating that
the grant is £7 for £1, and I understand that the booklet is still in circulation.
A further most important
factor which lead to the increased
revenue of this Government was the
fact that it did not have to face an
increase in the basic wage, for which
other Governments had to provide.
Speaking colloquially, the Government
has been "·on the pig's back JJ in the
matter of finance. It had so much money
that it was embarrassed, yet it stung
country people only. No metropolitan
member has submitted a case to prove
that metropolitan residents suffered
similar treatment. I repeat that the surplus of more than £2,000,000 was provided by traders and other people in the
country having to pay increased freights.
The honorable member for Benalla has
prepared figures showing what country
residents have to pay additional for a
tin of jam or a bottle of sauce, and that
means higher cost of living in the
country than in the metropolitan area.
The honorable member for MHdura has
to pay more for goods than metropolitan
members.
Mr. LIND.-We have to pay an
additional 6d. for a bottle of beer.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND. - The
additional charge at Ouyen is 5d. a
bottle. From what Government supporters have said one would think that
it is unique for a Government to show
a surplus in its Budget. I wish to recall
what happened in the days of the
Dunstan Governments-the honorable
member for Gippsland East and I were
members of those Governments. For
the ten years previous to the Country
party Government taking office, a
deficit was shown on nine occasions, and
the only surplus was the small sum of
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£34,000. In the first year that the
Dunstan Government was in office, the
figures had been prepared by the previous Government, and there was a
deficit. For the following ten years, the
Country party Government showed a
surplus for nine years. The deficit was
the outcome of drol,lght conditions.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-The Country party
Government never spent anything.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND. - That
statement is incorrect. I refer the Minister to the building of the Royal Melbourne Hospital, the additions to the
Prince Henry's Hospital and St. Vincent's
Hospital, and institutions erected in
other parts of the State.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-The Country party
built hospitals in the metropolitan area.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-One could
not imagine the late Sir Albert Dunstan
building hospitals only in the metropolitan area. There is nothing clever in a
Government showing a surplus, although
it does demonstrate good housekeeping.
I repeat that for nine out of the ten
years that the Country party Government was in office, its Budgets showed a
surplus.
Mr. BRosE.-The Country party
Government was condemned for doing
that.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-That is
true. The honorable member for Dundas
contested the statement that the 3d. a
ton-mile increase in road transpoTt fees
had been incorporated in a Bill. Instead
of being so cocksure about the matter,
however, he should have obtained a copy
of the measure from the papers room.
Mr .. MCCLURE.-I said nothing about
3d. a ton-mile.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-I disagree.
Clause 4 of the Transport
(Amendment) Bill 1953 s,tated, inter
aZiaIn respect of each such permit there
shall be paid to the Board such sum as the
Board determines not exceeding an amount
calculated at the rate of 3d. per ton or part
thereof of the aggregate weIght of the
vehicle unladen and of the maximum load
the vehicle is by or under any Act
authorized to carry (whether such weight
is carried or not) for each mile or part
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thereof which the vehicle travels or is
likely to travel while operating under the
permit.

Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Who
down that Bill?

brought

Mr. SHEPHERD (t'O Mr. R. T. White).
- I did. The proposed impost was removed.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND. - The
Government was forced to do that.
I -claim tha t, if ever the Labour
party has a majority in both Houses
of Parliament, the charge of 3d. a tonmile will be applied. If that is not
the intention of the Government, why
was the principle stated in the measure?
Was the Government joking with the
House ? Was it trying to fool the transpart authorities and transport operators
in this State?
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-The impost was
approved by Cabinet.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Of course
it was. Otherwise the relevant provision would not have been included in
the measure.
If time permitted I
could discuss many aspects of the
recently· passed Labour and Industry
Act, which restricts transport in
country districts. I claim that it is one
of the vilest and most stupid measures
ever to have been placed on the statutebook
• Some of its provisions are
utterly. ridiculous. Recently I asked the .
Department of Labour and Industry
to define the position concerning the
trading hours of chemists in country
districts as compared with those in the
metropolitan area and was informed
that because of a drafting error, metrapoli tan chemists could open at certain
hours but this facility was denied to
country chemists.
I do not know
whether the Government intends to
rectify that anomaly by regulation or
by the submission of an amending Bill.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-The Labour
Industry Act is a consolidation.

and

Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-I concede
that point.
Nevertheless, it incorporates a new provision. One section of
the Act provides that a wagon owned by
a butter factory cannot deliver stores to
farmers or to men working on roads
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before 7.30 a.m., unless a special ·permit
is first obtained. I have before me a
statement to that effect signed by an
officer of the Department of Labour
and Industry named Jones.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-The officer concerned should inform the Minister of
Labour and Industry of the position.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-I now
wish to refer to an extraordinary
statement recently made by the Minister
of Transport. I have been a member of
the House for 25 years and, for more
than half of that time, I have been a
member of one Government or another.
Never, during my career, however, have
I made any statement derogatory to my
predecessors in office. When I have
handed over my portfolio to another
Minister I have always wished him the
best of good luck. I have not gone out of
my way to abuse a former Minister in the
way that the present Minister of Transport has abused me. The honorable
gentleman had a shot at me concerning
an amendment I moved to the Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill to the effect that the
representative of the employees to be
appointed to the tramways Board should
not be or ever have been a Communist,
or associated with the Communist
party.
I submitted my amendment in
all sincerity, but the Government foolishly rejected it.
Nevertheless, the
passage of the measure resulted in Mr.
Kevin Brennan being given a good job,
and I say, "good luck" to him.
Mr. SHEPHERD. kept its promise.

Our Government

Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-That may
be true. The point, however, is that this
Government will not be in office forever
and, at some future date, another Administration may wish to appoint a
Communist to membership of the Board.
In the course of the debate, the Minister
of Transport saidIn speaking of the dismissal of the Communist to whose case I referred, I merely
intended to make it clear that the incident
happened during the term of office of a
previous Minister of Transport-the member who inspired the amendment now before
the Committee.
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The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr.
O'Carroll) .-What is the date of the
Hansard record from which the honorable member is quoting?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-The date
is 5th May, 1954.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN.-The honorable member must not refer to debates
in another place during the current
session.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-When the
Minister of Transport took over the
portfolio which I previously held, the
Railways Commissioners informed him
that they desired to order 50 trains, and
that the previous Government had
approved of the adoption of that procedure, although nothing further had
been done concerning the matter.
Mr .. SHEPHERD.-The Government of
which you were a member was responsible for the ordering of certain electrical
undergear.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-That is
so. I wrote to the Secretary for Railways, who repliedI refer to your letter to the Chairman
requesting information about the ordering
of 30 new suburban electric trains, and
suggesting that he show it to the Minister
before replying. The Chairman is away on
leave until 28th June, but your letter will
be placed before him immediately he
resumes.
was my desire that the matter
should be referred to the Minister of
Transport before a reply was furnished
because I did not want the Railways
Commissioners to get into trouble with
the Minister. Subsequently the chairman of Commissioners returned and
replied as follows to my letterIn response to the request in your letter
of June 8, I am attaching a statement
setting out the information you require
in regard to the new suburban trains.
I shall read the relevant questions and
the chairman's replies. My first question
wasHow many suburban trains did the
McDonald Government authorize you to
order? And on what date?
The chairman of Commissioners replied-On 8th January, 1952, Cabinet approved
of 30 trains being ordered, question of
balance of twenty (50 recommended) to be
reconsidered after Loan Council meeting.

It
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It will be noted that 30 trains were

ordered, not 50 as mentioned by the
Minister of Transport. The chairman's
answer continuesOn 15th January, 1952, Order-in-Council
was obtained to enter into a contract with
The English Electric Company Limited
for the supply of train equipments for
30 electric trains.

My next question wasWas there any hold-up of the ordering
of these trains, if so, was it the fault of the
McDonald Government?
.

The reply wasNo. Public tenders were invited on 20th
February, 1952 for 30 seven-car trains
returnable on 20th August, 1952.
At the request of likely tenderers the
time for the receipt of tenders was extended
to 15th October, 1952, and' again to 19th
November, 1952.

The Minister of Transport stated that
when he visited the railways things
were chaotic and that although the
Department wanted new trains nothing
was done until he came on the scene.
The statements I have read, which the
Minister must have seen, show that there
was no delay. Honorable members will
realize that at the time when the tenders
were extended to the 19th November,
1952, members of all parties were going
for the lick of their lives electioneering,
far from worrying greatly about the
position of trains ordered for the railways. I have clearly proved .that the
statement made by the Minister of
Transport was most unfair. My party
was prepared to "take it in the neck"
if the fault had been attributable to it,
but the replies of the chairman of Railways Commissioners show that the position is otherwise. The closing date for
tenders was twice extended to attract
further likely tenderers, thus displaying
good business acumen on the part of the
Railways Commissioners. The stories
quoted by the Minister of Transport
were entirely wrong.
The Minister also stated that during a
railways strike I was missing for three
days and it was thought that I had gone
into a hollow lag. I do not know Whether
the electorate of Gippsland South can be
considered a hollow log, but I assure the
Committee that I was running around in
that area like other honorable members
who were contacting their constituents
on election matters. To-day I asked Mr.
Sir Herbert Hyland.
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Quail, the Secretary for Rail ways, how
many strikes had occurred in the railways between the 30th June, 1952 and
the 17th December, 1952, the date on
which the Cain Government was sworn
in. Mr. Quail replied that no strikes
took place in that period, so I do nat
know to what the ·Minister of Transport
was alluding. The Minister's statement
has been repeated by the Chip.f Secretary
and .other honorable members including,
r think, the honorable member for Hawthorn. What I have stated shows how
careful honorable members must be
before repeating such allegations. I do
not know why the Minister of Transport went out of his way to put up such
a story. Perhaps I got under his skin
with an amendment which I moved. Any
honorable member is permitted to move
an amendment. When the Labour party
is in Opposition its members move
amendments. Every Bill which is debated in the House is not perfect, no
matter what Government is in power,
and it is the duty of honorable members
to endeavour to improve proposed legislation.
I have no time for Communists, and
during the last two and a half years that
I was Minister of Transport Mr. J. J.
Brown, the secretary of the railways
union, came to see me only once or twice.
I would hate to say what the present
Minister of Transport demonstrated to
certain people in his own office about
the previous Labour Minister of Transport. I shall not mention the matter
because certainly it would cause trouble
between members of the Cabinet, which
I do not wish to happen; they have
enough troubles already. On the matter
of strikes, the following report appeared
in the Herald yesterday under the
heading "Seven strikes in eighteen
months."Mr. Coleman said that five strikes and'
two" gO slow" strikes in the past eighteen
months were' sufficient inducement for anyone to seek other forms of transport.
Improved services and a better financial
return could be made possible only if
employees co-operated with the Tramways
Board.
Many men had left the industry. riue
undoubtedly in most cases to the instability.
In the twelve months ended June 30 the
industry had got 1.194 new employees, but
1,438 had left-a loss of 244.
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I think the present Minister of Transport
holds a record in respect of strikes. During my eight or nine years as Minister,
the tramways were under my jurisdiction for about eighteen months,· but I
could not compete with the strike record
of the Minister of Transport, as mentioned in the report quoted. The Premier
was once Minister ·of Railways, and I am
sure that he could not approach that
record.,
Now I wish to refer to taxis. When
-control of these vehicles was transferred
from the city council to the Minister of
Transport, I discussed the matter with
the present Transport Regulation Board.
I stated that I was wholeheartedly opposed to the sale of licence plates. In my
view, they belonged to the Government
and should remain its property. I could
not subscribe to the view that a Yellow
cab or any other taxi plying on the
streets of Melbourne created goodwill.
Generally, nobody hailing a taxi knows
the driver. A person requiring a cab endeavours to hire the first one that comes
along.
Members of the Transport Regulation
Board contended that there was goodwill. I said, "There is no goodwiJl
attached, and I strongly object to payments for goodwill." I went to Sydney
to as-certain what had been done there.
I knew that plates had caused considerable trouble in Sydney and had been sold
for £2,000 or £3,000. The New South
Wales co-ordinator of transport and his
assistant, who was in charge of taxis.
explained to me what had happened
some years before the passing of legislation stipulating that plates could not be
sold and that taxi llicences could not be
transferred except in very special circumstances.
In order to convince the Victorian
Transport Regulation Board that similar
action should be taken in Victoria, the
Government of New South Wales sent
an officer to Melbourne to discuss the
matter with the Board and try to
persuade its members that it was entirely
wrong to authorize the sale of 'plates.
It was pointed out that in New South
Wales the plates were the property of the
Governmen t and should not be sold, because trouble was caused· thereby. The
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experience in Sydney was that men who
paid huge prices for plates broke the
speed laws in an effort to earn sufficient
money to make up the purchase price.
That was one of the many difficulties.
There was all sorts of talk of bribery
and corruption.
I dire~ted that plates
should not be sold.
I believe that to-day plates are being
sold in Victoria for up to £2,000 and
£3,000 each. I ask the Minister of
Agriculture, who is seated at the table,
to ascertain whether this is a fact. It is
common talk about Parliament House
and in transport circles that the sums
mentioned are being paid for plates. This
should not be permitted. Some taxi
drivers do an excellent job, comply with
the speed limits, and are courteous; but
a few persist in speeding continually.
I have been back from Nairobi only a
few days, but on two occasions when I
have been driving a car taxis have
speeded past me at 50 or 60 miles per
hour. A severe attack should be made
on such persons, and they should be kept
up to the mark. I realize that you,
Mr. Acting Chairman, had an experienCE>
of one man who came under my notice
when I was Minister of Transport; you
knew that person and understood what
was being done. He had to be checked.
I trust that action will be taken to ensure
that there is no dealing in taxi-cab
plates.
.
Elderly persons and mothers with
children at Spencer-street and Flindersstreet railway stations have to battle
against younger people to obtain taxis.
Lessons can be learnt from other parts of
the world. In Colombo 'and Bombay
provision is made for queues awaiting
buses. A railing made of l~-inch galvanized piping is erected and people
must form a line. I should like the
Government, in conjunction with the
Melbourne City Council, to consider
placing similar structures at Spencerstreet and Flinders-street stations for
persons who wish to hire taxi-cabs. The
localities mentioned are the two worst
places. I do not make this suggestion in
a political sense. Elderly persons should
be given consideration.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-It would be necessary
for the cabs to stand well back from the
kerb.
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Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Such difficulties could be overcome effectively.
Everybody would then have a reasonable chance of getting a taxi in turn
and the drivers could not pick and choose
their fares. A few years ago, when
American troops were stationed near
Melbourne, it was almost impossible for
an Australian to hire a taxi, because the
Americans had so much money they
could almost afford to buy the taxi for
each trip, and naturally they were given
priority.
Pentridge Gaol is the next subject
with which I wish to deal. It has been .
stated that no one has ever attempted
to improve Pentridge. When I was
Chief Secretary I paid visits to the
gaol on several occasions, at the instigation of the honorable member for
Coburg, and came to the conclusion that
Pentridge should definitely be remodelled
and brought up to date. Every Chief
Secretary has held the same view. I
arranged for a conference to be held
with the warders living on the premises.
Mr. J. Akeroyd, who was then InspectorGeneral of Penal Establishments, and
Mr. Chapman were present. We discussed with the warders whether they
would like new houses to be erected
inside Pentridge or on land outside, and
they agreed unanimously that the
houses should be built in the grounds.
My object was to give the prisoners
something to do. Plans were drawn
up for the construction of five brick
homes' inside Pentridge, for occupation
by warders. The idea was to provide
up-to-date homes for them. The warders
took copies of the plans to show their
wives, and they were asked to suggest
Certain
alterations,
improvements.
which were dpproved, were agreed upon.
Mr. GALVIN.-How many houses did
you mention?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Five.
Mr. GALVIN.-What about the other
173 warders?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-I approach this matter in a non-political
spirit. I am endeavouring to assist the
Chief Secretary.
There were five
warders living in Pentridge at that time;
we were not concerned with those
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living outside, many of whom owned
their own homes. The five living inside
the establishment were housed in old,
two-storey stone buildings, erected
nearly 100 years before. It was intended
that when the new homes were constructed the old buildings should be
demolished and a new hospital erected.
The old hospital was to be pulled down
and "C" Division remodelled.
Mr. GALVIN.-Where was it proposed
to put the prisoners when "C" Division was being pulled down?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Mr. Akeroyd stated that suitable arrangements
could be made.
Mr. GALVIN.-I regret that you were
not present a fortnight ago when I was
attacked for authorizing the removal of
prisoners from" C " Division and placing
them elsewhere during the construction
of the new hospital section.
Sir
HERBERT
HYLAND.-That
matter could be easily worked out. We
recognized that "C " Division was the
worst and desired to have the work
needed there carried out first.
Mr. GALVIN.-I am doing that, and am
being criticized in consequence.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-A progressive plan was formulated. The Chief
Secretary referred to .173 other warders ..
We were not worrying about them, but
were dealing with the warders who
lived inside the walls.
Mr. GALVIN.-Do you agree that
before "C " Division can be pulled down,
and the work that has been proposed
for years carried out, it is necessary to
put the prisoners elsewhere?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-Yes. That
very point was discussed at the conference between Mr. Akeroyd, Mr. Chapman, the warders and myself.
Mr. GALVIN.-I have perused the file.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-In that
case the Chief Secretary will know that
the statement that no other Government has attempted to do anything is
entirely wrong. The work was not proceeded with at that time because when
tenders were submitted it was considered that the prices quoted were too
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high. It was decided that some modifkations should be made in the plans
so that the cost of the work could be
reduced.
Mr. GALVIN.-You 'would not spend
the money.
Sir
HERBERT
HYLAND.-That
statement is incorrect. The Chief Secretary is well aware of the fact that
when tenders are submitted the Public
Works Department makes the final
decision. If that Department considers
the tenders are too high it will not
approve of the work being carried out.
If a Government did not take the advice
of the Public Works Department and
decided to go on with the work, it
would be assailed in this House. When
the Public Works Department informed
the Government of which I was a member that the tenders were too high, we
naturally had to agree that work could
not proceed.
Mr. GALVlN.-Is it not true that the
Treasurer of the day would not make
the money available for the work?
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-So far as
I can remember, that is not so. The
only reason why the work was not
undertaken was that the estimated cost
was too high. Shortly afterwards, the
Country party Government went out of
office and the matter was left in abeyance.
Mr. GALVIN.-Everything else you
handled was left in' abeyance.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-That is
not so. When I was Chief Secretary,
Mr. Chapman, the Under-Secretary,
informed me that although the French
Island reformatory had been in existence far 27 years, no Chief Secretary
had ever been able to make up his mind
whether it should be permanent. I
visited French Island with Mr. Chapman and Mr. Akeroyd, then InspectorGeneral of Penal Establishments, and
after hearing their views and the statements of warders I decided that the
reformatory should be rebuilt. It was
a shambles in every way; old boxes and
cases had been made into camps for the
men. My first decision was that a new
I also
boa t should be provided.
arranged for two engineers from the
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Public Works Department to supervise
the construction of a new jetty by the
prisoners. Officers of the Sta:te Rivers
and Water Supply Commission were
contacted and informed that a better
water supply was required. As a result,
the supply was increased three-fold.
Mr. GALVIN.-The work required to
increase the water supply is not yet
completed.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-When 1
was Chief Secretary in 1944-45 I was
informed that the water supply had
been increased three-fold. At that time
the roads to the reformatory consisted
of sand about twelve inches deep.
Arrangements were made with the
Coun try Roads Board fOT the construction of new roads, and a new motortruck was purchased to expedite the
work. The Government decided that
the whole place had to be rebuilt in
concrete. I understand that approximately twelve months ago a fire occurred
in the main section and that' wooden
buildings have been erected'in place of
those destroyed.
Mr. GALVIN.-Wooden structures were
burned down and concrete buildings are
being erected.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-I made
inquiries from an officer of the Indeterminate Sentences Board two days ago,
and he informed me that the burnt-out
building was being rebuilt in timber. I
believe tha t three sections for the
prisoners are already erected. J maintain that all the work should have been
completed long ago. To say that the
Country party Government left these
things in abeyance is completely wrong.
The facts I have stated show that we
did our job.
Mr. GALVIN.-I will read your minutes
on the file to show what was done.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-It will not
worry me if the Chief Secretary reads
those minutes. I now wish to mention
the charges for electricity to country
dwellers. Prior to the 1st July, the
service charge per quarter for each
assessable room was 4s. 3d. in the metropolitan area, 5s. 6d. in provincial cities
and towns, and 6s. in country areas.
After the 1st July, those rates were reduced by 2d. a month, making the
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quarterly service charge 3s. 9d. in the
metropolitan area, 5s. in provincial cities,
and 5s. 6d. in country districts. The
rate charged for electricity con~
sumed is 1.58d. per kilowatt hour in the
metropolitan area, 2.35d. in provincial
cities and towns, and 2.5d. per kilowatt
hour in country areas. Although the State
Ele0tricity Commission is making a huge
profit it refuses to reduce the country
room ch~rge to that applying in the
metropolitan area. An answer to a question asked by me in this House recently
revealed that it would cost £235,000 to
give country people some justice concerning room charges, but, of course,
they pay much more for the current
they use.
Recently the Premier announced that
residen ts of Melbourne and country
towns will receive cheaper and better
gas when the Lurgi brown coal plant
comes into operation in 1956. I communicated with the Premier and asked
him whether the report was correct. As
is usual, I received no definite statement.
The Minister in Charge of Electrical
Undertakings is reported to have
stated that the Prime Minister,
Mr.
Menzies,
had
entered
into
a conspiracy with his New South Wales
colleagues and the Federal Treasurer,
Sir Arthur Fadden, to sabotage Victoria's
effort to become independen t of outside
coal supplies, and that Mr. Menzies
seemed quite happy to subsidize Callide
coal for Victoria and to assist the New
South Wales coal barons to increase their
profits by pouring millions of pounds into
the industry there. The facts are that
when it was impossible for any State
except New South Wales to get coal
supplies, Mr. Menzies was approached
and, after consideration, he agreed that
Victoria should receive Calli de coal at
five-sixths 'Of the cost of New South
Wales coal, free on wharf, Melbourne,
because the heating value of the Calli de
coal was only five-sixths that of the
New South Wales product. As a result
of that arrangement, Victoria is being
saved about £1 6s. a ton on the
purchase of Callide coal. The statement that the Prime Minister is forcing
this State to buy Oallide coal is entirely
incorrect. The arrangement was made
in an effort to' help Victor:ia to procure
Sir Herbert Hyland.
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supplies of coal at a reasonable cost,
and it was done at the request of the
Government of the day.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-The present Minister of Transport concurred in that
arrangement.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-That is
so. The next subject on which I desire
to' comment relates to freight concessions to rural industries. Last month
the following report appeared in the
press:Freight disabilities suffered by country
industry will be eliminated under a plan
announced by the Minister for Decp.ntralization, Mr. Stoneham, to-day.
He said that professional accountants
would assess the freight disability under a
formula already worked out by a special
committee, following a survey of major
country industries.

I should like to know what action is to

be taken to give effect to that plan,
because country people are suffering
grievously as a result af the heavy
freight charges that now obtain. The
rate for the carriage of brown coal from
Yallourn to Toora is £2 5s. a ton, and to
Leongatha, £1 18s. 8d. a ton. At the request of the Government, the butter factories in those towns installed boilers
capable of burning brown coal, but they
have to bear those heavy freight charges
on that commodity. The factories now
desire to know whether they will be
granted any fre,ight -concession in pursuance of the plan announced by the
Minister of State Development and
Decentralization. Many industries in
other parts of the State are similarly
affected by heavy freight rates and
they also are deserving of consideration.
Mr. GRAY (Box Hill). - I have
listened with interest to the lengthy
discussion on the Budget presented by
the Premier and Treasurer, and it is no
eXlaggeration to say that it is a commonsense Budget, which indicates that the
Government has the welfare of the
State at heart. With the funds available, the Premier has made generous
and equitable allocations.
I wish to
reiterate the fact, mentioned by other
members, that not since a Labour Ministry was in office in this State some years
ago has any other Victorian Government
concluded a financial year with a surplus. The present Administration's
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A perusal of many items in the Budget papers reveals the fact that the
Treasurer has provided for increased
expenditure in a number of Departments and for many services. On the
one hand the Treasurer has been accused
of having acted miserly in the handling
of the finances of the State while, on the
other hand, he has been accused of being
a spendthrift. To-night the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition took him to
task for not spending sufficient money.

I commend the IMinister of Health
for the progress that. has been
made inconnexion with the building
of the new hospital at Box Hill,
which will be a suostantial institution of 228 beds. At the tIme the
last Governr.1ent went out of office, construction work had almost ceased, but
since then building operations have been
resumed and the hospital is nearing completion. In fact, furniture and fittings
are now being procured and the hospital
is being made ready for oecupation. I
therefore wish to express the appreciation of the residents of Box Hill for the
work the Minister of Health has done in
bringing this project to fruition.

Mr. RYLAH.-That is not so. I complimented the Premier on the Budget,
which the honorable member for Clifton
Hill descr'i'bed as an "ea t, drink and be
merry" Budget.

Mr. BLOOMFIELD.-How did local
people raise the money?
Mr. GRAY.-The honorable member
for Malvern knows how they raised the
money.

achievement is worthy of commendation.
It is pleasing to note that the Treasurer

has budgeted for another surplus at the
end of the current financial year.

Mr. CAIN.-The honorable member
far Clifton Hill was quoting what the
Leader of the Coun try party said the
day after the Budget was presented.
Mr. STIRLING.-I direct attention to
the state of the Committee. There is
not a quorum present.
A quorum was formed.

Mr. GRAY.-I was about to discuss
a number of items in the Budget in
respect of which increased expenditure
is provided for during the current financial year. I refer first to the subject of
maternal and child welfare, for which
tile sum of £763,000 has been provided,
being £175,000 in excess of the expenditure authorized for the same purposes
last financial year.
Maternal and
child welfare is of the utmost importance, and the increased fin&ncial assistance made available by the Treasurer
will be used to great advantage. The
Hospitals and Charities Commission will
receive an additional sum of £1,500,000,
as compared with the sum voted last
financial year. That increased allocation
is indicative of the fact that the Minister
of Health has administered his Department with ability and energy. The
availability of the additional finance
will enable the work of the Commission
to be continued and extended.

Mr. BLOOMFIELD.-YOU tell us.
Mr. GRAY.-If the Opposition does
not know how the money was raised,
I do not propose to give the details.
Though small compared with the money
made available by the Government, a
fund is raised satisfactorily in the main
from certain people who make voluntary
contributions. I also wish to mention
that an additional £47,000 is being provided this year for children's welfare.
That is also indicative of the fact that
the Chief Secretary, who administers
the responsible Department, is energetic
in determining how such money shall be
spent. Tha t is very desirable from' the
pain t of view of the well-being of the
State. I think the stage has now been
reached where the administration of
children's welfare will be much better
than has been the case previously.
Evidence in support of my opinion lies
in the fact that it is proposed this
session to have passed a measure
iliat will provide the machinery to
ensure that, in the future, children
who become wa'rds of the State, or come
under the care of the Children's Welfare
Department shall be better cared for
than hitherto.
In dealing with the Chief Secretary's
Department, shall be better cared for
mittee an interesting letter I received a
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few days ago through the principal of
the Girls' Technical School at Box Hill.
It is a somewhat unusual letter because
it comes from a number of school girls
in the fourth form at that school, and
refers to the treatment that they believe
is meted out to the aborigines in
Victoria. While I do not agree entirely
with all that the girls say, it is rather
refreshing to know that 26 school girls
are prepared to write to a member of
Parliament. The letter is addressed to
me, and reads as follows:Dear Sir,
In our social studies recently we have
studied the welfare of the aborigines and
have had a heated debate on the matter.
We feel that the aborigines are not getting
a fair deal and that more should be done to
help them.
The Government gives far more assistance
to immigrants than to the true AustraUans, most of the work that is done
for them is being done by the Churches
and Missions. Aborigines are human beings
the same as we, and should be treated
as such, and permitted to own land, because,
after all, the land belonged to them at first.
Do you think it would be possible to allow
the aborigines that obtain their Intermediate
Technical Certificate or Proficiency or
Leaving, to vote and be accepted as citizens?
It would be a good idea if they were represented in Parliamen~ so that they could
have a say in any matter.
The aborigines who have had education
have benefited sufficiently to give the
Government good reason to see that there
is more provision for education ,among them.
Naturally some would rather remain as
they are, and as their land has been taken
from them we think it would be better if
there were more and 1arger reserves for
them so that they are not all crowded
together as they are at present. The land
should be fertile enough for them to cultivate if they wish.
Trusting you will be sufficiently interested
in this matter to give it further attention,
We remain,
Yours faithfully,
Form 4A,
B.H.G.T.S.

Mr. GALVIN.-I think it is a very fine
thing that school girls are taking an
interest in a matt~r such as this.
Mr. GRAY.-Yes. I think it is a
matter for commendation that teachers
encourage school girls to debate a question of such public importance. I propose to pass the letter to the Chief
Secretary, who, I feel sure, will give the
girls an answer describing to them what
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is being done for the aborigines of this
State. I am sure also that he will
correct any points on which the girls
may be in error.

The next matter I wish to discuss
is the additional grant to the University
of Melbourne of £60,000 for the present
financial year. Of course, that is distinct from the grant for education purposes other than the university. I feel
that I should mention that there are
men at the university who contribute
a great amount of work of high quality
and of considerable value to industry
generally. There was a recent example
of that in the work carried out by Professor Henderson and his two assistants
in connexion with producing from brown
coal coke 'that could be used for smelting
metals. That is a very distinct advance
in technique and is of benefit to the State.
The congratulations of this Parliament
should be extended to these gentlemen.
Our thanks are also due to the firm
which made it possible for the plant
required for the experiment to be installed at its factory at Richmond. I
refer to T. Main and Sons Proprietary
Limited. It has been reported that Professor Henderson considers 'that this innovation will save Victoria at least
£350,000 a year. Up till now, we have
had to use New South Wales black coal
in order to produce coke to smelt metals.
[ understand that the cost of the black
coal is £20 a ton as compared with £10
a ton for Victorian brown coal.
The Railway Department has received
a lot of comment in the Budget debate.
In contradistinction to the two preceding
speakers on the Opposition side of the
Chamber, namely, the honorable member
for Kew and the honorable member for
Gippsland South, my view is that the
Minister now responsible for the Railway Department is one who has sufficient business acumen to make a success
of that Department.
Mr. GALVlN.-Members of the Opposition say that he is the only business man
in the Government.
Mr. GRAY.-That is so, but one would
gather from the criticism that has been
offered that the railways are being
administered inefficiently.
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Mr. TuRNBuLL.-In that case, I take
it that the Minister is responsible for
the high freights and so on.
Mr. GRAY.-As far as high freights
are concerned, the Railway Department
has to be administered in such a manner
as to ensure that it pays its way, or at
least that an endeavour is made with
that end in view. Opposition members
want the Government to decrease
freights and increase the deficit of the
railways. They are not concerned about
the finances of the railways; they desire
the railways to carry their primary produce to market at the cheapest possible
rate at the expense of people in other
parts of the State. Of course, I am not
unmindful of the fact that freights are
very important.
Mr. CAIN.-SO are fares.
Mr. GRAY.-That is so. It must be
realized that these charges must be
balanced. Nobody is entitled to enjoy
cheap freights at the expense of higher
charges to other people. Unfortunately,
that is what most Country party members and some members of another party
which has country representatives in
this Chamber want to see. 1. was
interested to note that the honorable
member for Kew, when dealing with the
railways, made great play of the fact
that he considered that work on the
underground railway should be commenced. I remind the honorable member that the question of the construction
of an underground railway was considered by the Public Works Committee.
Mr. RYLAH.-It is a fine committee.
Mr. GRAY.-I agree. The committee
reported on matters other than those
concerning only the underground railway. It was 'Of the opinion that, until
certain improvements were carried out
at Richmond, construction of the underground railway could not proceed. The
following statement appears on page 11
of the report:With a view to securing a progressive
improvement in capacity and enabling a
proper standard of service to be given the
Commissioners have planned the following
major works for' the years immediately
ahead . . . . .
Provision of two additional tracks between
Richmond and Burnley with grade separation at Green-street, and Burnley-street,
and one extra track signalled for two-way
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operation between Burnley and Camberwell. (These works will also necessitate
rearrangemen t of tracks between Richmond
and Flinders-street, including "flyovers"
in connexion with the proposed underground railway.)

The report proceedsThe Commissioners consider that, whilst
the early construction of an underground
city railway would relieve the congested
conditions at Flinders-street, it would not
contribute anything towards relieving the
serious traffic difficulties on the two important groups of lines (Caulfield and Box
Hill) previously referred to. The works
proposed for that purpose are befng
designed in such a way as to conform with
the plans for an underground railway and
the subsequent further expansion of facilities on suburban lines.

It is improper to talk loosely about the
construction of an underground railway without taking cognizance of other
matters that are involved.
Mr. RYLAH.-If the Railway Department undertakes these works at the
same ra te as that at which it proceeded
on the Ashburton line, the underground
railway will not be built before 1980.
Mr. GRAY.-If the oonstruction of the
underground railway were commenced
immediately, that system could not be
utilized until other essential works were
carried out.
Mr. RYLAH.-The difficulties involved
are not insuperable.
Mr. GRAY.-That is so, but provision
has not been made in the Budget for
that work. If the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition were sincere in his approach
to this problem, and if he were Treasurer of the State, he would no doubt be
described as a spendthrift if he authorized the project. While discussing the
matter of railways I refer to the necessity to duplicate and regrade the Ringwood line. This matter is a hardy annual.
The task is not dependent on any other
work, and I hope that in the ne,ar future
action will be t'aken by the Government.
The completion of this jdb would mean
the elimination of six or seven level
crossings between Canterbury and Mitcham, which is extremely desirable. The
level crossing at Box Hill is just as
important, in my view, as the five crossings which it is proposed to eHminate
before that at Box Hill, which impedes
traffic and divides the town. Moreover,
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it is a danger spot, because several
traffic arteries converge in close proximity to it.

Mr. BARRy.-Tbe honorable member
concerned knew that his remarks were
untrue when he uttered them.

I regret that the honorable member
for Allendale is not now in the Chamber.
Last week he discussed demurrage
charges on trucks at the Ballarat goods
yard and asserted that trucks arrived at
the yard on a Saturday morning when
no railway afficials were on duty and,
consequently, the firm concerned could
not discharge the goods.
Demurrage
was charged accordingly. On page 884
of the current issue of Hansard, the
following remarks are attributed to the
honorable member for Allendale:-

Mr.. GRAY.-I am inclined to agree.
For many years past: goods have
arrived at the Ballarat railway siding,
ready for discharge, at 8 a~m. on Saturday, and frequently they have been discharged. But, because a particular firm
did not work on Saturday and had no
desire to discharge the trucks on tha t
day, a complaint was made about the inlposition of a charge for demurrage.
The implication of the honorable member
for Allendale to the effect that a distinction is made between the amount of
demurrage charged in the country and
that charged in the metropolitan area,
is incorrect. Demurrage rates are applied
uniformly throughout the State. Honorable members should not deliberately
leave -others with an impression such as
that to which I have refeTred.

However, what I am pointing out to the
Committee is that if a railway truckload of goods comes into a siding at any
time during Friday night and up to 8
o'clock on Saturday morning, the firm is
allowed four hours only in which to unload
it-until mid-day on Saturday-despite the
fact that the yards are closed. If they do
not unload it in that time they have to
pay £2 1s. 8d. demurrage.

Progress was reported.

The fact is that the yards are not closed
on Saturday mornings.

l\lr. TURNBULL (Korong).-0n a
paint of order, when a previous Acting
Chairman was in the chair, the honorable member for Gippsland South was
prevented from reading an excerpt from
a current issue of Hansard. I seek your
ruling, Mr. Acting Chairman, as to
whether the honorable member for Box
Hill is now in order.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr. Cochrane).-From which issue of Hansard
is the honorable member for Box Hill
reading?
Mr. GRAY (Box Hill) .-I am reading from the current issue, with respect
to debates in this Cha-mlber.
The
ACTING
CHAIRMAN.-The
honorable member is in order.
Mr. GRAY.-A member lacking in
parliamentary experience may be pardoned for making an incorrect statement in the Chamber, but a Minister in
a former Administration should be
certain af the facts concerning any
matter that he discusses in the House.
Upon investigation, his statement was
discovered to be untrue.

ADJOURNMENT.
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT: UNLOADING OF
TRUCKS AT NEWMARKET.

r

Mr. CAIN (Premier and Treasurer).move-

That the House, -at its rising, adjourn
until to-morrow, at half-past Ten o'clock.

The motion was agreed to.
Mr~ CAIN (Premier and Treasurer).I move-

That the House do now adjourn.

Mr. STIRLING (Swan Hill) .-Mr.
Speaker, I seek your direction concerning an order of the House of the 28th
September, when it was agreed that certain information should be provided by
the Railway Department about the unloading of trucks at Newmarket. I trust
that provision of the return will not be
unduly delayed.
Mr. CAIN (Premier and Treasurer).The information will be supplied in
accordance with the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 11.13 p.m.
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday) October 6) 1954.

The SPEAKER (the Hon. P. K. Sutton)
took the chair at 11.33 a.m.,' and read
the prayer.
PENAL DEPARTMENT.
PENTRIDGE GAOL :

WARDERS.

Mr. PETTY (Toorak) asked the Chief
SecretaryWhat is the authorized establishment of
warders at Pentridge gaol, and how many
are at present employed there?

l\lr. GALVIN (Chief Secretary).The answer isThe authorized strength of warders for
all penal establishments is 213 of which
134 are allocated to Pentridge. At the
present time 122 warders are employed
at Pentridge.

STATE RIVERS AND WATER
SUPPLY COMMISSION.
MORWELL PROJECT: PIPE-LINE AND
MAINS.

Sir HERBERT HYLAND (Gippsland
South) asked the Minister of Water
Supply1. What is the length of pipe-line and the
size of the mains being installed to supply
the town of Morwell with water?
2. When it is anticipated the work will
be completed?
3. How the cost will be apportioned?
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which 3 per cent. interest is charged to
the Board. It will be the responsibility
of the Board to enter into agreements
covering charges for supply to the consumers concerned, including the Gas and
Fuel Corporation, the State Electricity
Commission,
and
the
Morwell
and
Traralgon Waterworks Trusts.

EILDON TOWNSHIP: CAPITAL COST:
OFFERS FOR PURCHASE.

Mr. RYLAH (Kew) asked the Minister of Water Supply1. 'What is the capital cost of the Eildon
township?
2. How many firms or organizations (if
any) have submitted offers to purchase the
township, and what prices have been
offered?

Mr. STONEHAM (Minister of Water
Supply).-The answers are~
1. The cost of buildings of a permanent
character in the Eildon township has been
£863,000 for residences, £250,000 for workshops and stores, and £221,000 for public
buildings, shops, offices, &c. The cost of
temporary 'buildings-mostly hostels and
other accommodation for workmen and
their families-has been £1,250,000. The
cost of land, roads, water supply, sewerage
and
drainage,
electricity
and
other
services for both the permanent and
temporary portions of the township has
been £730,000.
2. It is undesirable to give this information while negotiations are proceeding.

GAS AND FUEL CORPORATION.
MORWELL SCHEME: SUPPLY OF
BRIQUETTES.

Mr. STONEHAM (Minister of Water
Supply).-·The answer.s are-

Sir HERBERT HYLAND (Gippsland
South) asked the Trea~urer-

1. The Morwell area, including the town,
briquetting works and gasification plant,
will be supplied with water through a
pipe-line comprising 10,000 feet of 60-in.
diameter and 30,000 feet of 42-in. diameter steel pipes. The supply will be
pumped through this main from a pumping station on the Tyers river. The
scheme provides for fu ture extension of
the 60-in. pipe-line some 5 miles further
up the Tyers river to obtain a gravitation
supply, with construction of a major
storage on the river and later duplication
of the 42-in. section of the main.
2. The Tyers river pumping scheme is
expected to be in operation :by 31st December, 1955.
3. The works are being constructed by
the Latrobe Valley Water and Sewerage
Board from Government loan funds on

1. When it is anticipated the Gas and
Fuel Corporation's works at Morwell will
be in operation?
2. Whether the State Electricity Commission has agreed to supply the CorporatJion with approximately 2,000 tons of
briquettes per week for the Morwell
works; if so, whether it is expected the
Commission will Ibe able to meet such
commitment?
3. Whether the briquettes, if supplied,
will be transported by road or by rail?

Mr. CAIN (Premier and Treasurer).The answers are1. During the year 1956.
2. Yes-in both instances.
3. By rail.
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MOUNT BUFFALO CHALET.
LIQUOR LICENCE.

Mr. MITCHELL (Benambra) asked

Mr. Scully (HonO'rary Minister), fO'r the
Minister of TransportWhether it is proposed to make application for a liquor licence for the Government Chalet at Mount Buffalo?
Mr. SCULLY (Honorary Minister).The following answer has been furnished by the Minister of Transport:No; the matter has not received consideration to date.
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.
PO'TATO' INDUSTRY: CO'ST O'F PRO'DUCTION.

Mr. R. T. WHITE (Allendale) asked
the Minister of AgricultureWhat action (if any) the Government
proposes taking to ensure that Victorian
potato growers receive the cost of production of that commodity?
Mr. STONEHAM (Minister of Agriculture).-The answer isH has become apparent because of the
importance of interstate trade in potatoes
that stabilization of the industry can only
be satisfactorily achieved on a Commonwealth-wide basis. The Government has
already submitted to the Commonwealth
and the other St'ates proposals for a Commonwealth-wide plan. The matter will be
further pursued at the next meeting of the
Australian Agricultural Council to be held
early in December.
STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION.
CO'UNTRY

SUPPLIES: (( SELF-HELP
SCHEME.

)J

Mr. R~ T. WHITE (Allendale) asked
Mr. Scully (Honorary Minister), for the
Minister in Oha'rge of Electrical UndertakingsWhen the State Electricity Commission
intends discontinuing the 50 per centum
" self-help" scheme for extensions of electricity supply in country areas?
Mr. SCULLY (Honorary Minister).The Minister in Charge of Electrical
Undertakings has supplied the following answer:The "self-help" scheme, under which
prospective consumers or those interested
in the extension of electricity to a particular area are asked to advance by 'way of
loan 50 per cent. of the total cost, will be
discontinued as soon as sufficient funds are

Mental Hygiene.

available to the Stat.e Electricity Commission to enable it to finance its large and
urgent capital works programme and without retarding the recently increased tempo
of its rural extensions plan. The Government will review the matter from time to
time with the Commission when submitting
its works programme to Loan Council.
MENTAL HYGIENE.
REVENUE FRO'M TATTERSALL)S: BUILDING
CONTRACTS: CONSTRUCTION OF HosPITAL WARDS.

Colonel DENNETT (Caulfield) asked
the Treasurer1. What sum from revenue received from
Tattersall consultations has been paid into
the Mental Hospitals Fund?
2. How much of this amount has been.
or will be, made available to the Mental
Hygiene Authority for building purposes?
3. What steps have been taken to ensure
that mental hospital contracts and projects
amounting to approximately £3,000,000 for
the year 1954-55 will be carried out?
4. What action has been taken to
accelerate the construction of new hospital
wards to remedy overcrowding in mental
institutions?
Mr. CAIN (Premier and Treasurer).The answers are1 and 2. The allocation of the proceeds
from Tattersall consultations as between
the Hospitals and Charities Fund and the
Mental Hospitals Fund has not yet been
determined. However, an amount of £5,000
has been paid towards the cost of the
establishment of a residential centre at
Warracknabeal for mentally retarded
children and, as indicated in the Budget, an
amount gf at least £1,570,000 will be paid
to the Hospitals and Charities Fund.
3 and 4. The Departments concerned are
taking every action to accelerate the building programme.
PARKING OF VEHICLES ACT.
" OWNER-ONUS)) PROVISIONS.

Mr. PETTY (Toorak) asked the
Minister of Public WorksWhat municipalities in the metropolitan
area have submitted applications to the
Government to have the "owner-onus"
provisions of the Parking of Vehicles Act
1953 extended to their municipalities?
For Mr. MERRIFIELD (Minister of
Public Works), Mr. Cain (Premier and
Treasurer).-The answer isThe Cities of Camberwell, Fitzroy, Footscray (part only), Prahran, Richmond (part
only), and South Melbourne.

Business of
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LABOUR AND INDUSTRY ACT.
CARTAGE OF PRODUCE BY FARMERS.

Mr. STffiLING (Swan Hill) asked
Mr. Scully (Honorary Minister), for the
Minister of Labour and IndustryHow many
the provisions
Act 1953, for
other produce

farmers have applied under
of the Labour and Industry
permits to cart wheat and
before 7.30 a.m.?

Mr. SCULLY (Honorary Minister).The Minister of Labour and Industry
has furnished the following reply:The information sought by this question
is in the nature of a return because there
are about 250 issuing points throughout
the State for the permits mentioned and it
will take some time to obtain the material
required.
If the honorable member will take the
appropriate course to secure such a return
a reply will be furnished in due course.
CARRIAGE OF STORES TO FARMERS.

Mr. STIRLING (Swan Hill) asked
Mr. Scully (Honorary Minister), for the
Minister of Labour and IndustryHow many milk and butter factory companies have applied under the provisions
of the Labour and Industry Act 1953 for
permits to cart stores to farmers before
7.30 a.m., and for what periods these permits have been granted?

Mr. SCULLY (Honorary Minister).On behalf of the Minister of Labour and
Industry, I desire to state that the
answer to this question is the same as
that to the previous one.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE.
HOUR OF MEETING.

Mr. PETTY (Toorak).-I rise to a
point of order, Mr. Speaker, and direct
attention to Standing Order No.5, which
provides thatMr. Speaker shall take the Chair as soon
after the hour appointed for the meeting
for the Assembly as there shall be a quorum
of members present; but if at the expiration
of half an hour after the hour appointed
there be not a quorum, Mr. Speaker shall
then take the Chair and adjourn the
Assembly to the next sitting day.

This morning, a period of more than
haH an hour elapsed before you, Sir,
took the chair.

1954.]

979

the House.

The SPEAKER (the Hon. P. K.
Sutton) .-1 uphold the point of order
and desire to express formal regret that
I did not enforce observance of the
relevan t Standing Order. This matter
was raised on October 5, 1933-just 21
years ago-by the then Leader of the
Opposition, ,Mr. Tunnecliffe.
The
Deputy Speaker was then Mr. Everard.
On that occasion, a question similar to
that raised by the honorable member
for Toorak was posed by the right honorable distinguished gentleman who is
now Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia. . The Deputy
Speaker said that he had been remiss
in his duties, and I regret having to
associate myself, retrospectively, with
him in that regard. It is the business
of the House-not of the Governmentto meet, and I sincerely hope that in
future the Standing Order will be faithfully observed.
HEALTH (AMENDMENT) BILL.
Mr. BARRY (Minister of Health)
moved f.or leave to bring in a Bill to
amend the law relating to public health.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a
first time.
LABOUR AND INDUSTRY ACT.
CARTAGE OF PRODUCE BY FARMERS.

Mr. STIRLING
leave, I move--

(Swan

Hill) .-By

That there be laid before this House a
return showing the number of farmers who
have applied under the provisions of the
Labour and Industry Act 1953 for permits
to cart wheat and other produce before
7.30 a.m., the number of permits granted,
and the periods for which they were
granted.

The motion was agreed to.
CARRIAGE OF STORES TO FARMERS.

Mr. STIRLING
leave, I move--

(Swan

Hill).-By

That there be laid before this House a
return showing the number of milk and
butter factory companies that have applied
under the provisions of the Labour and
Industry Act 1953, for permits to cart
stores to farmers before 7.30 a.m., the number of permits granted, and the periods for
which they were granted.

The motion was agreed to.

980

Budget

[ASSEJMBLY. ]

BUDGET DEBATE.
The House having gone into Committee of Supply, the debate (adjourned
from the previous day) on the Budget,
submitted by Mr. Cain (Premier and
Treasurer), on September 14, was
resumed.
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Works, deserve special commendation
for the results they have achieved. The
Minister of Education has displayed
energy, enthusiasm and ability in his
office and' I sincerely thank him for the
service he has rendered to both my own
electorate and the State in general.
Another matter gratifying to note is
that the Treasurer has relieved municipalities to' the extent "Of £70,000 and the
tramways Board of the burden of
£70,000, which formerly those bodies
were obliged to contribute towards the
maintenance of the Queen's Memorial
Infectious Diseases Hospital. The hospital must be maintained efficiently, but
it is right that the cost should be borne
directly by the State.

Mr. GRAY (Box Hill).-Last evening
I was discussing railways and transport,
and I desire to make some concluding
observations. It is gratifying to note
that the Railway Department is acquiring new rolling-stock in the form of carriages. I paint out that ca'rriages of
an exceptionally old type are being used
on the Box Hill line at present-I suppose they are among the oldest of such
vehicles in the State-and I hope that,
Health is a very important Governwhen the new carriages arrive, the Box
Hill line will be granted first preference ment service. All responsible citizens
in their use.
Frequently unaccom- will applaud the Treasurer's action in
pq.nied females have been subjected to making an additional allocation of
unseemly conduct and distressing ex- £2,828,000 for that purpose this finanperiences in the old-type carriages. I cial year. The benefits to the comtrust the Department wHI grasp the munity of the results of the activities
opportunity of getting rid of the out-of- . of the present Minister of Health are
widely evident. The honorable gentledate vehicles as soon as possible.
man's efforts have been greatly assisted
,Mr. RYLAH.-The Department may by the funds made available to him by
need to retain a number of them, even the Treasurer. Now I wish to make
when the new trains. are provided, in some observations on the matter of
order to give greater service.
electricity supply, When the present
,Mr. GRA Y.-Seven or eight years Government took office a happy state of
ago the Public Works Committee affairs did not exist in the State Elecrecommended that the tram line now tricity Commission, whose finances
terminating
at
Union-road,
Mont were unsoundly based. The GovernAlbert, should be extended to Box Hill. ment accepted the responsibility to
I hope the tramways Board will see restore the Commission's financial
fit to proceed with that work as soon affairs to an even keel, and honorable
member.s will agree that that has been
as possible.
substantially achieved.
Like other
Mr. CAIN.-What is the distance from Ministers, the Minister in Charge of
the present terminus to the Box Hill Electrical Undertakings has displayed
Town Hall?
energy, capacity and interest in the
work thrust upon him. A considerable
Mr. GRAY.-About a mile and a increase in the production of electricity
quarter. It is gratifying to note that has been effected during the last twelve
the Treasurer has allocated an addi- months and at the same time, incidentional amount of £897,000 for educa- tally, tariffs for domestic power and
tion this financial year. It indicates lighting have been reduced. The Treathat the Treasurer is not unmindful of surer has als"O indica ted that in due
the recent great improvement made in course reductions will be ·made in the
education facilities and desires to rates for industrial power.
.
extend it. Last year an additional 600
schoolrooms were built. The Minister
Last week the honorable member for
of Education and his associate in that Allendale made certain statements,
enterprise, the Minister of Public implying that country people requiring
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electricity extensions to their premises
were required by the Commission to
pay for the installation of three major
electrical appliances when the connexion was made. I regret that the
honorable member for Allendale is not
present because I shall flatly contradict
some of his assertions. As recorded at
page 886 of Hansard, the honorable
member statedBefore country consumers can receive
a supply of electricity they are compelled
to install on their properties three major
appliances. If a housewife has obtained
hot water hitherto from her stove, she is
forced to discard that system.

I expressed last night my belief that
in some instances the House may
regard leniently inaccurate statements
made by an inexperienced member, but
would view differently incorrect statements uttered by an experienced member, such as the honorable member for
Allendale, a former Minister of the
Crown, particularly if he does it
deliberately. I suggest that the honorable member for Allendale knew he was
not telling the truth and I shall disclose the actual facts. Originally the
consumer had to pay 100 per cent. of
the cost of providing electricity extensions. The present Government reduced
the contribution to 50 per cent. Incidentally, recently there have been
encouraging reports to the effect that
soon there will be very few properties
in Victoria which are not connected to
the Commission's system. Now I shall
state the position respecting appliances.
If the cost 'Of installation is between £75
and £124 lOs., the consumer is required
to install one major appliance within
twelve months; if the cost of installation is between £125 and £174 lOs., he
is required to install two major appliances within 24 months; and if the cost
of installation is £175 or more, he is
required to inst'all three major appliances within 36 months. The facts I
have stated make an enti'rely different
story from that related by the honorable
member for Allendale last week.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Consumers must
install three appliances.
Session 1954.-[39]
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Mr. GRAY.-That statement is not
correct. I took the trouble yesterday
to make direct inquiries of the appropriate officer of the State Electricity
Commission.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-I have a letter
from the Ballarat manager of the Commissi'On.
Mr. GRAY.-That document does not
support the contention of the honorable
member for Allendale.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-I shall get it.
Mr. GRAY.-I invite the honorable
member to read the letter carefully.
Wittingly or unwittingly, he misled the
H'Ouse ,and endeavoured to prove that the
State Electricity Commission was not
acting in the interests of country consumers. The Commission has inaugurated a most attractive scheme under
which appliances may be bought by hi~e
purchase. Probably, farmers do not
need to avail themselves of this plan,
because at present they are extremely
prosperous.
Mr. TURNBULL.-Such a scheme induces 'persons to buy goods they really
cannot afford.
Mr. GRAY.-Few person engaged
in the industry of farming cannot afford
to acquire electrical appliances for their
homes. It is no exaggeration to say
that primary producers have never
been more flourishing than they are
now; I do not think anyone would deny
that statement. A country constable
informed me recently that a youth aged
eighteen years, who owns his own farm,
came to the police station to register a
Although I
new Jaguar motor-car.
realize that not all country dwellers
are in similar circumstances, that instance is indicative of prevailing conditions.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-For the information of the honorable member for Box
Hill, I produce the copy of an agreement
issued by the State Electricity Commission which has been referred to.
Mr. GRAY.-The honorable member
for Allendale misread the document.
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Mr. R. T. WHITE.-You read it.
Mr. GRAY.-The honorable member
is the one who needs to read it again.
I am in possession of the facts. The
trouble with the honorable member
is-M'r. R. T. WHITE.-That I tell the
truth and you do not.
Mr. GRA Y.-He talks so fast and
loose, and rants so much, that he frequently does not know what he is saying. I have stated the stark facts. In
all friendliness, I advise him not to become excited.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr.
Petty).-Order! The honorable member for Allendale will "allow the member
for Box Hill to make his own speech.
. Mr. GRAY.-Thank you, Mr. Acting
Chairman. In a spirit of friendliness. I
say to the honorable member for Allendale that he should not become excited
over this question; otherwise, I fear
that statements I intend to make about
him later, concerning another subject,
might cause him to take a fit. The
facts I have related are vouched for by
the appropriate officer of the State
Electricity Commission. I pass to the
question of decentralization.
It is
gratifying that the Minister responsible
for the administration of this Department has taken a particular interest in
it, as is well known." Frequently, he
visits country centres and is lauded by
the people for his work. Responsible
citizens realize that decentralization is
essential for the dispersal of the population throughout Victoria. The honorable member for Allendale last week
addressed himself to this subject.
When making certain assertions regarding the situation in Ballarat, he alleged
that the honorable member for that
constituency did not know what was
going on in his community. In 1950,
the honorable member fo!" Allendale
was
a member of the party which
formed the Government, and in 1952
he was Minister of State Development.
From then until 1953 there was little
activity. Hansard reports on page 883

t.hat in the Budget debate last Wednesday the honorable
member
for
Allendale statedYesterday, in my absence, the honorable
member for Ballarat spoke about what this
Government had done for the development
of big industries in country areas. I think
he mentioned the gun-cotton industry and
the "Ballarat Common. This Government
has done nothing in regard to the development of either. In the early days of the
decentralization of industry, members now
on the Government side of the House
would not have known where the Ballarat
Common was. The gun-cotton industry
was developed originally by the Hollway
Government. I made a suggestion to Mr.
Bartrop. who wa.s closely connected with
the decentralization Department in those
days. The honorable member for Gippsland South, who was Minister of Decentralization then, knows only too well that
I persuaded him to visit Ballarat when the
first moves were being made. Mr. Parsons,
who was manager of Parsons Brothers,
came to the House and we took the
Minister to Ballarat .

\\That
eventuated?
Nothing
in
Ballarat-not a thing. I assume that
the Mr. Parsons referred to was the
manager of a firm who was taken to
Maffra by representatives of the
Government then in office, as a result
of which the State beet sugar factory
there was sold to the firm.
The
support given by that Administration
was such that the firm has since given
up business; to use a colloquialism, it
has gone broke, has sold the machinery
used in the factory, and left lVIaffra.
That is the type of support given by
members in the Opposition corner to
country industries, but that is not the
question at issue. What was the situation in Ballarat? I refer" to the
question of the Ballarat Common.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-The Hollway
Governmen t reserved the area for
industrial purposes.
Mr. GRAY.-It is acknowledged that
the Leader of that Government did have
the area reserved for industrial purpO'ses, but no actua'l work was done.
Mr. R.
untruth.

T.

WHITE.-That

is

an

Mr. GRAY.-The gun-cotton factory
went out of existence. The site it
occupied is now completely covered by
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other factories, and the air-raid shelter
is now being renovated so that it can
be used.
Mr. HOLLWAy.-It was bought by the
Government which I led.
,Mr. GRAY.-I realize that fact, but
the gun-cotton industry itself has gon~
uut of existence. I .speak not of the
area, but of the industry.
The
honorable member for Allendale is
trying to take credit for the fact that
industries have been established on the
Ballarat Common, but during the
regime of the Country party Government, nothing was done there.
Mr. HOLLWAy.-Houses were being
built there when I was Premier.
Mr. GRAY.-I know that when the
honorable member for Glen Iris was
Premier he gave the necessary directions for the land to be made available.
The present situation is that Wormald
Brothers are now established on the
Ballarat Common.
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Mr. R. T. WHITE.-He does not know,
either.
Mr. GRAY.-The Common is in the
electorate of the honorable mem'ber for
Allendale, and apparently he is the one
who does not know what is happening,
although he asserts that he is the only
member who ,knows where the Common
is. I have made my point .concerning
Ballarat.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-You made a mess
of it.
Mr. GRAY.-That is a matter of
opinIOn. The evidence can be seen by
anyone who desires to ascertain the
actual facts. The true position is that
the industries I have mentioned are
going to the Ballarat Common during
the life of the present Government, and
arrangements were not made for the
establishmen t of those firms there during the term of office of the Country
party Administration.

The Government is to be congratulated on its prOposal to increase grants
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-That is not cor- to certain worthyorg'anizations. Prorect.
vision has been made for a total grant
Mr. GRAY.-At least four or five of £108,000-an increase of £10,000 over
industries representing Worm'ald Bro-· that of last year-to municipalities for
thers and the firm of Villiers are going library purposes. The grant to children's holiday camps is increased by
there.
£1,500, that to the Australian College of
Mr. R. T. WHITE (Allendale).-Mr. Optometry by £2,000, and to the Young
Acting Chairman, I rise to a point of Farmers' Clubs Association by £1,000.
order. Members are entitled to hear A careful perusal of the Budget reveals
the truth about these things. I am the tha t it has been introduced by a pracchairman of the managers of the Balla- tical Treasurer of sound common sense
rat Common, and I know that not one who realizes that Victoria must be
sod has been turned on behalf of W or- governed properly-that finance must
mald Brothers.
be controlled in such a way that the
State
will not be faced with bankThe ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr.
ruptcy as was the case when the
Petty).-There is no point of order.
Government assumed office. I comMr. GRAY (Box Hill) .-It cannot be mend the Budget and congratulate the
denied that those industries are going Treasurer who introduced it.
to the Ballarat Common, and the honMr. TURNBULL (Korong).-While
orable member for Allendale wants to
the
subject is fresh in the minds of
side-step the issue, as he usually does.
Those industries did not go to that members, I should like to explain the
centre when the Country party Govern- position regarding rural extensions of
ment was in office, but the honorable electricity and correct any doubt that
member is trying to take the credit. might have arisen as a result of the
He has asserted that the honorable mem- statement of the honorable member for
ber for Ballarat does not know what is Box Hill. I believe that the figures
going on.
quoted by the honorable member are
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correct, but he failed to appreciate the
fact that the average cost of a rural
extension is more than would warrant
the
installation
of
three
major
appliances over a period of three years.
Before prospective consumers of electrici ty are connected to the mains of
the State Electricity Commission, they
are expected to sign a binding undertaking in 'which, among other things,
they agreeTo install and use within a period of
three years from the date of commencement of the supply, one of which shall be
installed and used within a period of one
year from the commencement of the
period of supply, and the second within a
period of two years from the commencement of the period of supply--

three of several electrical appliances
that are named in the agreement.

Debate.

Recently a serious road acciden t
occurred in which several motor-cars
were smashed, and a number of people
were seriously injured. However, the
drunken driver who was responsible for
the accident escaped penalty.
How
often have we heard the expression,
"The Devil looks after his own." An
examination of the Budget prompts me
to say that the advent of the Labour
Government was a political accident,
and we all know that its occupancy of
the Treasury bench was facilitated
following a period of wise administration by a benevolent Federal Government. To be fair, it must be said that
the Commonwealth Government should
be given credit for making available
this financial year a sum of £8,000,000
as an additional allocation to the Victorian Government.

Mr. GRAY.-That is what I said.
,Mr. TURNBULL.-The honorable
member for Box Hill made it appear
that many people could receive supplies
of electrici ty if they put in only one
major
appliances
appliance.
The
required by rural dwellers are electric
stoves, hot-water services, milking
machines, motors for general purposes
refrigerators.
Many
country
and
people have already installed slow~
combustion stoves to which are
attached excellent hot-water systems,
as good as those operated by electricity.
In northern areas very few people
require milking machines; the remainder have only one cow on the property.
Again, many country residents have
purchased
kerosene
refrigerators.
Although they want a supply of electricity, some people are loath to sign
the undertaking presented by the State
Electricity Commissi~m because they do
not desire to install three major
appliances. I have communicated with
the State Electrici ty Commission to
ascertain whether the undertaking is
binding, and I have been informed that
if prospective consumers sign the agreement it will be carried out in its
entirety. Is it expected that country
residents who receive supplies of electricity should discard their kerosene
refrigerators or slow-combustion stoves
with hot-water services connected?

Mr. SHEPHERD.-What rot!
Mr. TURNBULL.-During the last
few years the Commonwealth Government acted courageously in that it was
forced to offend its own supporters by
its campaign to halt inflation and to
stabilize the economy of the country.
Certainly, it must be admitted, the Combeen
monwealth
Government has
assisted in its financial policy as a result
of good seasons and good prices. However, the Victorian Government by producing a Budget providing for an estimated revenue of £114,000,000 during
the 1954-55 financial year would have
people believe that the present state of
prosperity is the result of its wise administration, but that is not so. It must
be remembered that prosperity is a sign
of the times. As I said before, there has
been a period of good seasons and good
prices, and in consequence there has
been full employment for the people.
The Labour Government would do well
to remember that all real wealth springs
from the soil and that the future wellbeing of the nation depends on the
prosperity of the great primary industries.
It would be erroneous to assume that
bountiful seasons and high prices will
always be experienced. That leads me
to ask the Government what steps it is
taking in the direction of ensuring that
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the important primary industries of Victoria will continue to flourish. When
those industries are prospering all sections of the community benefit correspondingly and there is employment for
all. I ask another question: What
action has been taken by the Governmen t to lower the costs of primary producers, to assist them to provide as
cheaply as' possible the foodstuffs needed
by the masses of the people? What has
the Government done to assist primary
producers to sell their produce profitably in overseas markets? It is regrettable that the Government has evolved
no policy to counter the effects that will
be felt if lean years should come again,
causing serious repercussions in the
national economy. Another charge that
may be levelled against the Labour
Government is that it is accepting no
responsibility for the maintenance of a
sa tisfactory standard of living in this
country.
Mr. HAYES.-The standard of living
has never been higher than it is at present.
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party. Even though this reduction has
been made, the Government will still
receive an extra £63,000 a year from
entertainments tax. It would have been
much better if the Labour Ministry had
taken action, which was well within its
power, to reduce living costs for the
benefit of the mother with a family, so
that at the end of the week or the
fortnight she might still have a few
shillings left that would enable her to
go to the picture theatre where she
could relax for an hour or two. However,. the Government has made· no
attempt to reduce the cost of foodstuffs
and other
necessary
commodities.
Later, I shall avail myself of the opportunity to indicate the way in which
living costs could have been reduced.
I desire now to refer to racing taxation. It is evident from the remarks
made by the honorable member for
Caulfield last week, and from what the
Premier said, that the Government did
not consult the authorities concerned
before it decided to abolish the winningbets tax and to substitute in lieu thereof
a tax on the turnover of bookmakers.
I cannot agree that all the figures
quoted by the honorable member for
Caulfield were accurate. In the course
of his speech he said that the average
gross profit made by bookmakers on
each racing day was £59 4'8., but that
out of that sum they had to pay their
clerks and meet other expenses, including various fees, ticket tax,. admission
charges, the cost of bags and other
gear, and so forth, the net result being
that the bookmakers actually sustained
a loss.

Mr. TURNBULL.-As an offset to the
effects of droughts and lower prices for
primary products, the discovery of oil
and uranium ore in this State would be
wonderful. However, the Government
is giving no encouragement to people to
locate mineral deposits or other resources that are so urgently needed.
The Budget indicates a lack of imagination and initiative on the part of the
Government, which has followed the old
copy-book methods of public finance.
The Government has told the people
how it proposes to raise and to spend
Most bookmakers' drive around in
£114,000,000 during the current financial
year. Apparently, it would be able to very expensive motor-cars. They are
collect an even higher amount of -generous spenders, and are a very
revenue if it were not for the fact that charitable section of the comn;lUnity:
it will sacrifice the sum of £170,000 No worthy charity or other appeal is
ever refused a substantial donation by
fOT the sake of those people who attend
picture theatres, and horse and dog bookmakers. Tha t fact alone rocks
the argument advanced by the honorraces.
able member for Caulfield. I consider
The Government boasts that it has that the Government should have conacted generously in reducing the rates sulted the bookmakers before making
of entertainments tax. That conces- its decision to abolish the winning-bets
sion might be popular with the masses tax and to levy a tax on the book-a consideration that is uppermost makers' takings. In his Budget speech
from the point of view of the Labour the Treasurer endeavoured to make it

986

Budget

[ASSEMBLY.]

appear that the Government was
desirous of benefiting the bookmakers.
However, the Government will obtain
more revenue this financial year from
racing taxation than the sum of
£1,297,000 received during the 1953-54
year.
I remember vividly the winningbets tax measure being considered.
The Labour party was supporting the
Country party Government and the honorable member for Bendigo, the present
Chief Secretary, came to t.he table,
threw his fists about and said, f, The
poor old punter gets it on the nose
again." Who is going to pay this proposed turnover tax? Of course, it will
be the punter who will pay more than
he does by way of taxation on winning
bets. Otherwise, the bookmakers will
just cease their operations.
If the
Government wants to abolish bookmakers, why does it not do so? It has
the numbers.
Mr. HAYES.-Why did' not your party
do it?
Mr. TURNBULL.-I should be pleased
to be able to do it ; after the next
election, my party will be in a position
to effect many improvements in the
administration of the affairs of the
State. I now wish to refer to the railways and perhaps my remarks will
answer points raised by the honorable
member for Ivanhoe. I am sincere when
I say that' railway freights impose a
heavy and extra burden on country
people, because they have to find rail
freight both ways. They pay freight to
the city on all they produce, as they do
also on any of these raw materials which
have been processed in the city and
which they require in that form.
Ifthere .was greater decentralization of
industries, perhaps the country people
would not have to pay so much double
freight. Every week we read reports
to the effect that the Minister of Agriculture has been in the country advising
rural producers to cut costs.
The
Government has it in its power to help
cut costs. I have three items to quote,
but there are three thousand and three
items in respect of which a reduction in
rail freight would benefit the community
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and would help to reduce primary producers' costs. It is common knowledge
-the fact has been mentioned in this
House frequently in the last week or two
-that rail freight represents 14 per
cent. of the gross return of a wheat
grower. That proportion is deducted
before he receives a penny. A bulk
rail truck is pulled into the silo, a slide
door is opened, the truck is filled and
then the slide door is closed. The truck
is then hauled to a terminal, the door
is opened and the wheat discharged. The
railways do nothing more than haul the
truck from one point to another, yet
they charge 14 per cent. of the value of
the whea t handled.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-Is that figure an
average?
Mr. TURNBULL.-That is the average over the State-the equivalent of
almost one bag in seven. Another
example I can quote concerns cement.
Cemen t is required in the country, as
it is in the city, and farmers in my
locality pay 4s. a bag for railway freigh t.
Efficient farms must be well fenced.
Steel posts are cheaper than most others
and just as effective; they are certainly
cheap to ereCt. However, the railways
charge 6d. to transport a steel fence
post 130 to 150 miles.
Mr. BLOOMFIELD.-What does a post
weigh?
Mr. TURNBULL.-Perhaps 2 pounds
or less; I would rather not give a firm
estimate because I would be guessing.
The posts are about 5 foot 6 inches in
length and star-shaped. The honorable
member for Ballarat during his oration
mentioned that this Government was
particularly keen on decentralization,
and said that within a short space of
time some rail freight concessions would
be made to secondary industries. It is
a pity that the Government has not
seen fit to grant those concessions a
little earlier, because I read the other
day that an important industry in the
electorate of the honorable member for
Mildura was closing down. The honorable member will be a very sore man
if the Government decides on the lower
freight rates soon. I do not say that I
oppose the giving of such assistance to
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secondary industries, but I contend that
any concessions made should apply to
all sections of the community. If the
amount of freight charged on wheat
were reduced,' surely it would have the
effect 'Of cutting the price of a loaf of
bread by a penny or two pence.
The Premier is constantly criticizing
the Federal Government for its failure
to subsidize wheat, stock feed and so
on. I consider that the State Government should do s'Omething big and accept
some national responsibility. H could
start by reducing rail freight on feed
wheat to enable poultry farmers and pigbreeders to obtain supplies at a cheaper
rate. So long as subsidies and concessions are borne by one section of the
community, the present Government is
satisfied. It is not prepared to see that
the people as a whole--the taxpayerscarry the burden. I believe that if the
average householder in Melbourne--and
tha't is where the Labour party depen-ds
for its support--

Budget, and I am not finding fault with
the proposal in regard to level crossings. However, I should like to make
some suggestions. A level-crossings
committee has been established. I have
often seen men inspecting level crossings well out in the rural districts and
at first I wondered what they were
doing. Afterwards, I came to the con~
elusion that they were members 6f the
level-crossings committee. . Some level
crossings in the country are not
dangerous and only a fool or an intoxicated person would meet with an
accident in negotiating them.

Mr. HAYEs.-We are doing pretty well
in the country.

Mr. TURNBULL.-There must have
been some neglect. A number of crossings cannot be regarded as dangerous.
Surely the Minister of Education is not
proposing to say that this Government
in tends to abolish every level crossing
in the State.

Mr. TURNBULL.-The Labour party
is not doing very well in the country,
as the next election will indicate. If
householders in Melbourne realized
how much money was paid in indirect
taxation or how much was paid in
freigh t, they would become so vocal
that the Government would be compelled to take a more common-sense
and realistic view.
As I said before,
cheaper food for the masses is the
Government's policy, provided that the
brunt of the burden can be placed on
one section of the community. The
Budget indicates that £250,000 will be
made available to eliminate level crossings.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-That. sum has been
allocated to enable a start to be made.
::\1r. TURNBULL.-Yes, it is a start;
\.."e are all very pleased about that.
'Mr. HAYES.-I am glad that you are
pleased about something.
Mr. TURNBULL.-I do not think
that the Minister of Housing can accuse
me of criticizing everything in the

·Mr. SHEPHERD.-That is hardly fair.
I was in Swan Hill not long ago with
the honorable member for Swan Hill,
and three ladies-permanent residents
of the district-met with an accident
at a level crossing. It is obviously a
safe crossing, and they were not foolish
or intoxicated. It was just a matter
of bad luck, and I understand that two
of them were killed.

,Mr. SHEPHERD.-I have no intention
of saying that. However, the honorable
member said that at a level crossing
tha t could reasonably be regarded as
safe an accident could occur only if
persons were intoxicated or foolish.
•
Mr. TURNBULL.-I say that accidents could occur at such crossings only
if people were not attentive or were
irresponsible.
However,
there are
many crossings which are dangerous,
and I suggest that at the rate of
expenditure proposed it will perhaps be
many years before all of them are
improved. Would it be too much to ask
that at these crossings considered by
the committee to be dangerous the
trains should be required to reduce
speed? I should say that, in a distance
of 100 miles in rural areas, there might
be one or two crossings that the committee would consider to be dangerous.
I claim that little time would be lost
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the speed of trains were reduced to
20 miles an hour at each dapgerous
crossing in the State, and this proposal
is worthy of a trial.
Mr. HAYEs.-Motor vehicl~s would
then run into the trains. That is
happening under present conditions.
if

-Mr. TURNBULL.-Very rarely. This
Government has imposed a speed limit
on motor vehicles and people do not
now tear along country roads at speeds
of about 70 or 80 miles an hour. I
maintain that a reduction of the speed
of trains at level crossings that are
considered dangerous would tend to
reduce the number of accidents.
I turn now to the matter of education. I do not criticize the Governmenfs proposal to spend an additional
£1,500,000 this year on the provision of
educational facilities, but I hope that
hygienic conditions will be provided for
children who attend schools in country
districts. F·or years past, appeals have
been made for the installation of septic
tanks at schools where there is no efficient pan service, but the cry of the
Government, on each occasion, has
been, "We have no money." . I hope
tha t the "no money" excuse will no
longer be used.
I should be quite
pleased if a larger sum than. that provided for in the Budget were expended
on education, so long as the money
was spent wisely. There is a great
dearth of school teachers, and I believe
it would be extremely unwise to expend
·much money ·on the construction of
school buildings and the provision of
other educational facilities if the
requisite teaching staff were not available.
A similar position obtains with
respect to hospitals and charities. The
Government intends to provide additjonal hospital accommodation, but, in
my view, it is of no use building
hospitals and installing beds if there
is an' insufficiency of nursing staff. I,
know, however, from bitter experience
that, if it were not for the assistance
given by married women who are
qualified nurses, many hospitals in
country districts would now be closed
down. Frequently the sister in charge
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of a hospital battles on with the assistance of a few staff and, when an
emergency case arrives, she has to
contact a local married woman, who is
a qualified nurse, to help her out.
Mr. HOLLAND.-It is well that such
women are able to assist.
Mr. TURNBULL.-I agree. They
are pleased to be able to render some
service. Nevertheless, if all the money
that has been allocated to hospitals is
spent during the current financial year,
I fear that there will not be the number
of nurses required to provide the requisite professional service to patients.
In the course of the debate last evening, several members on the Ministerial
side' of the Chamber congratulated the
Treasurer on the Budget he had
broucJ'ht down and claimed that the
pres:nt Government was responsible
for the buoyant state of the State's
finances.
Much
satisfaction
was
expressed at the successful results
achieved by Tattersall's, and those
members on the Opposi tion side of the
Chamber
who
had
opposed
the
establishment of that organization in
Victoria were chided on the attitude
they had assumed. As a party, we did
oppose the establishment of a lottery
in this State. I believe some Opposition
members did so because of their loyalty
to a party decision, but that is beside
the point. I urge those members who
occupy the Ministerial benches to walk
down to Flinders-street, and to observe
what goes on in Tattersall's building.
Hordes of people are to be seen clamouring and pushing to get to a window for
the purpose of buying a ticket. Unfortunately, many of them buy not only one
ticket but four or five tickets. It is not
a happy picture, Someone is suffering.
Mr. HAYES.-This is a free country.
People may do as they please.
Mr. TURNBULL.-Gambling is a rich
man's hobby. Judging from outward
appearances many of the people I saw
buying Tattersall's tickets would h,ave
been better off had they spent an eqUIvalent number of shillings on meat and
vegetables for their families.
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Mr. HAYES.-Why did you not give
them a few shillings yourself?
Mr. TURNBULL.-So many persons
were congregated in the Tattersall's
building that, even assuming I had all
the wealth that the Chief Secretary
sometimes attributes to me, I would have
been unable to give them more than a
few pence each. I regard Tattersall's as
a blot on the State of Victoria. This year the Government intends to
spend an additional sum of £158,000 on
water supply. At the commencement of
my speech I stated that the Government
had not grappled with any problem of
national importance. I now contend
that the Budget brought down by the
Premier-it provides for an expenditure
of £114,000,000-gives a little to everyone and to everything, but no effort is
made to bridge the gap that will occur
when prices recede and seasons fail. If
uranium or oil cannot be located in this
State, I think the best thing for the
Government to do, with the view of
maintaining a steady income for the
State, is to concentrate on water supply.
To my knowledge, there is not one new
-water supply project upon which work
is proceeding at the mqment. The time
may come when people will be unable to
afford to buy wool for clothing but they
must eat. Consequently, the production
of food should be encouraged by extending facilities for irrigation. I hope that,
out of the additional sum of £158,000
provided for in the Budget this financial
year, those country towns that have not
a water supply service will get one.
In conclusion, I desire to say that the
Premier's Budget speech appeals to the
unwary. Something extra is provided
for every Department. There is something extra for everything and everybody. Relief is granted to pleasure
seekers, but the Government has faced
up to no national problem, especially
that of reducing production costs. No
provision is made, nor do I believe the
Government has any steps in mind, to
counter the anticipated decline in our
national revenue.
Mr. COATES
(Dandenong).-The
Budget presented to Parliament by the
Premier- reflects good administration by
the present energetic Labour team.
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Honorable members on the Opposition
side of the Chamber will probably not
agree with my assertion tha t this
Government is the best which Victoria
has ever had. Probably that is a tall
claim, but I think all fair-minded
electors will agree with it If they look
back at previous Governments, principally of the Conservative variety, and
examine their achievements in comparison with those of the Cain Government during its short term of office.
No one- would claim that the Government is a team of world-beaters, but,
generally speaking, the Ministers have
shown zeal for their work and interest
in the affairs of the State. Conservative Governments of the past, particularly those formed by, the Country
party, have stood in the way of progress in both State and Commonwealth
spheres for a number of years.
Apparently their first thoughts when
in office were for their -weaHhy supporters.
Strange characteristics of
those previous Governments were their
lack of energy, their listlessness and
apathy. They evinced a desire to gain
party advantages rather than to
achieve something on behalf of the
State. Apparently their successors in
the party are satisfied to continue in
that way; otherwise the Leader of the
Opposition would not have tried to
make political capital out_ of the
happenings at Pentridge Gaol. Everyone but that honorable member knows
that, even before the recent disturbances, the Government was planning
reforms and a change of location for
sections of the gaol. The Leader of the
Opposition should have apologized to the
people of the State for the condition in
which the party to which he belongs left
public affairs. One could well ask,
"What did the members of the Liberal
and Country party do about Pentridge? "
In fact, members of that party have
never had the necessary mental capacity
or energy. Of course, there was no
advantage to be derived by their supporters by improving conditions at
Pentridge.
The Leader of the Opposition criticized
the Government's policy on racing taxation. The honorable gentleman should
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have enlightened his mind before uttering his wild statements on the subject.
The secretary of one of the leading
racing clubs informed me the other day
that this is the only Government which
has given racing any relief from taxation for a numqer of years. The Leader
of the Opposition asserted that the
r acing clubs were not satisfied with the
Government's Budget proposals. As I
interjected at the time, I should like to
know how the honorable gentleman
reconciles that statement with the
following report published in the Argus
on the 28th September under the heading
" Stakes Raised ":The proposed additional 1 per cent. of
totalisator investments promised race clubs
in the State Budget has already had a
beneficial effect on racing.
Victoria Amateur Turf Club committee,
in framing its programme for Boxi~g Day,
has increased stakes by £1,500.
Stakes for the six-race programme total
£8,000 and are sure to be increased if any
races are divided.
Highest stake of the day will be £1,750,
another will be' worth £1,500, three will be
worth £1,250, and the lowest £1,000.
Mr. BOLTE.--'-What about the country
clubs?
Mr. GALVIN (to Mr. Bolte).-They are
receiving 10 per cent. of totalizator
investments; the Government takes only
2 per cent.
Mr. COATES.-In his Budget speech
the Premier statedSo far as the racing clubs are concerned,
the tax of 3 per cent. on their gross revenue
will be discontinued, and the metropolitan
racing clubs will be required to increase
their payments to country racing clubs
from one-half per cent. to one per cent. of
gross revenue. The racing clubs will receive
a greater share of the deductions from
totalizator investments.
In the directions thus indicated, this is
not a bad sort of Budget and most racing clubs are well satisfied. Knowing
that the Victoria Amateur Turf Club
was crying out ·for relief from taxation in order to confer benefits on
the people who support it, I am
troubled by the fact that the club
has seen fit to increase the stak~s for
one race day by £1,500. I should have
been better satisfied if the club had spent
£1,500 in providing addi'tional amenities
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for the patrons of the flat and leger
sections of the racecourse. The action
of the Victoria Amateur Turf Club has
placed other racing clubs in an awkward
position. For example, the Melbourne
Racing Club, which operates in my
electorate, is endeavouring to raise
enough m·oney with which to purchase
land and set up a course. The Victoria
Amateur Turf Club should have shown
more foresight and judgment than to increase stakes before the Government
introduced the legislation to implement
its intention as outlined by the Premier
in his Budget speech. The club should
be reprimanded for its action and its
disregard of the Government's motive.
The sitting was suspended at 12.58
p.m. 'Until 2.19 p:rn.

Mr. COATES.-Be£ore the suspension
of the sitting for lunch, I intended to
refer to the important town of Dandcnong. During the last week or so, it has
received a certain amount of publicity,
most of which was good. Dandenong is
destined to become one of the principal
towns in Victoria. Marvellous industrial
Expansion. both in and near the town, .
has created big responsibilities for the
Dandenong Shire Council, but, like most
other municipalities, it is unable to cope
with the present position. Although
valuations and ra,tes have risen, municipal councils are unable to meet the
demands
of ratepayers for better
services.
One of the biggest problems that must
be grappled with in Dandenong is the
removal of the market from the presen t
site, which is in what is known as a
residential and business area. On market
days stock are driven through the
streets, to the detriment of children and
residen ts generally. The Dandenong
Shire Council proposes to shift the
market across the line to a location about
one mile from the existing site, but it is
unable to finance the project. We are
indebted to the Premier for having
visited the market and observed firsthand the conditions under which it
operates. He is the first Premier to
make an inspection. Although his predecessors were invited to do so, they
could never be induced to go to Dandenong for this purpose. Doubtless, the

Budget

[6 OCTOBER) 1954.]

Premier will arrange for a grant to be
made to the shire council; failing that
I trust that he will do the next best
thing and make available money free of
interest for use in such a worthy cause
as this.
To illustrate how large the market is
becoming, I shall cite figures for the last
three months. Markets are held on
Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays. On
Mondays, fat and store cattle are sold;
on Tuesdays, dairy cattle, calves, pigs
and sheep are marketed; and on Fridays,
horses are sold. The average weekly
yarding on Mondays for fat and store
cattle is 691. On Tuesdays, the average
yardings are-dairy cattle, 476; calves,
1,783; pigs, 742; and sheep, 124. On
Fridays, the average yarding of horses
is 42. The largest yardings have been
937 fat and store cattle, 520 dairy cattle,
3,005 calves, 1,010 pigs, 291 sheep, and
82 hOTses.
It is estimated that the Dandenong
Shire Council's plan to remove the
market will cost approximately £123,000
to implement, but the council is unable
to obtain that sum of money. In 'my
view, the amount could be considerably
reduced, particularly on one item. It is
proposed to ,spend the sum of £10,000 on
administrative and other buildings. With
the Premier, I fail to see why administrative buildings of the valu~ stated are
required at a market. However, the
decision rests with the Dandenong
people. I feel that the Government must
agree that the market should be
removed from the present site.
The council spends approximately
£1,500 a year to clean the yards. The
only revenue received consists of the
yard fees and a charge of Is. 9d. per head
.of cattle is levied. Even country members will agree that, on the present price
of cattle, this figure is extremely low and
could be considerably increased to give
the council an opportunity to provide the
service desired. I have been informed
that auctioneers pay no fees at the
Dandenong market. The council supplies
everything, and the auctioneers sell stock
and charge commission of 4 per cent. to
5 per cent. The only ones to pay fees
are the producers. It is time the auctioneers were compelled to pay a fee.
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The honorable member for Box Hill
stated that the Government had decided
to relieve municipalities of their obligations to the Queen's Memorial Infectious
Diseases Hospital at Fairfield. Cquncils
have never complained about having to
contribute towards the upkeep of this
institution, but, in my opinion, this is
a wrong charge to be placed on ratepayers alone.
I should like the Premier to examme
the question of contributions by municipal councils towards the upkeep of
fire brigades. This is an anomaly tha t
could be inquired into with good results.
The Moorabbin City Council must pay
the sum of £10,880 towards the upkeep
of fire brigades this year. In addition,
councils must install fire hydrants. Last
year, the sum expended in this manner
was £2,000, making the Moorabbin council's total contribution approximately
£12,800. Each hydrant costs about £60.
Councils should be relieved of the
responsibility of placing hydrants in new
streets, particularly in a city such as
Moorabbin, which is 201 square miles in
area and in which the largest number
of buildings in any Victorian municipality were erected during the last
five years. I ask the Premier to consider
this matter when preparing his next
Budget; I trust that he will continue to
be in his present position next year.
It is pleasing that the Government
has decided to t'ake action about level
crossings. Others have discussed this
question, :but hitherto nobody has gcted.
As soon as the Premier received a report
recommending that five major <!rossing~
should be abolished at a cast of about
£1,250,000, he started to work on the
problem, and from last year's budgetary
surplus of £708,000, the sum of £250,000
has been earmarked for this purpose.
I was disgusted to hear the honorable
member for Barwon express the opinion
that the money should be used in other
directions. Most Victorians agree that
the Government is adopting the proper .
course on this question. One major
crossing is at the Moorabbin railway
station, where traffic is delayed considerably at peak periods. At times,
there is a line of road traffic emending
for half a mile on each side of the' line.
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This is one crossing that needs abolishing immediately. Without embarrassing the Premier, I ask him to give this
crossing first priority. Doubtless, other
memb.ers will argue that the situation
at the Clifton Hill railway gates
should be dealt with first, but I point
out that the Nepean Highway is an
arterial road that runs to Stony Point
and other places, and the MO'orabbin
crossing should be one of the first upon
which work is carried out.

I should like to know from where
the Moorabbin City Council can obtain
the finance necessary to' carry out
private street construction. Contractors
are wllling to undertake the work at a
reasonable price. As a rna tter of fact,
the last quote we received was as low
as 55s. lOd. per foot for a fully constructed street, withaut footpaths. The
peO'~le would be well satisfied if money
could be made availajle to construct
roads at such a cast.

Mr. RYLAH.-There is a fairly difficult
regrading problem there.

Mr. CAIN.-vVas that quote for a
streot 22 feet wide?

Mr. COATES.-I agree that it is difficult, but it can be overcome. Concerning the question 'of private street construction in municipalities, I again refer
to the City of Moorabbin, and the Shire
of Dandenong is in a similar situation ..
I repeat that in the last five years more
building was carried out in M'oorabbin
than in any other municipality and that
its boundaries encompass an area of
20 square miles. In reply to a question,
the Minister of Public Works informed
the House yesterday that more than
4,000 homes in Moorabbin were not
sewered. The local council is confronted
with many difficult problems, and one
of the greatest is the raising of finance
for the construction of private streets.
Streets could be constructed if the council had the money. For some reason
the banks will not lend any more money
on overdraft, although the credit of the
mun.icipality is good. At present, street
construction work is being carried out
with loan money, but even that is difficult to obtain. Because people have to
live somewhere, they purchase houses
in unmade streets, and while they remain unmade we cannot expect the
support of the residents. No relief can
be afforded under the Local Government Act unless a scheme is prepared.
Earlier the council carried out what
was known as " partial street construction," but that proved to be a failure.
Any road that is made without proper
channels is of no use at all. Further,
as it proved expensive and did not effect
the desired improvement, no more ,partial street construction is being undertaken.

Mr. COATES,-It was far the canstructian of a road 24 feet from channel
to channel, with a l3-ft. nature strip.
Members af the Oppasition have criticized the Dandenong housing project.
From their remarks ane would think
that people working in Dandenong
were not entitled to' reside near theIr
places af emplayment. I wauld point
out that the sum of £7,000,000 is nat to
be spent within twelve months, but over
a p2rioj of ten years. At the mast,
anly 200 hames will be erected in the
first year. Surely ,the warkers of Dandenang have as much right to live in
Hausing Cammissian hames as have the
residents 0'1 any other part af Victaria.
If Opposition members are under the
impressian that when the housing project is campleted Dandenang will be a
safe electarate far the Labaur party,
they are mistaken, because the estate
is nat in the Dandenang electorate, but
in either Scoresby ar Gippsland West.
As a matter af fact, Dandenong is a
sure seat fO'r the Labaur party at
present, and a candidate representing
an Oppasition party will not take it
from us.
I wish to' make special reference to
the marvellaus wark of the Gavernment in the field of education, particularly in my electorate. The Gavernment
has autharized the building af schaals
wher2 they have been required. PriO'r
to the Gavernment attaining office, there
was not one secandary schoal in the
City of l\1aarabbin, which has an area
of 201 square miles and a population of
55,OOO-it is the third largest city in
the metrapalitan area. Shartly after
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the Government was returned to office,
th2 Minister of Education visited the

area and gave approval immediately
for the building of a high school at
McKinnon. In 1943, the Moorabbin
Ci ty Council purchased an area of land
for approximately £3,300-its value
to-day would be £12,000-and that
land was handed over to the Education
Department for the erection of a technical school. Nothing was done until
the present Minister of Education
assumed control, when he authorized
the erection of that school. Both the
secondary schools to which I have referred are now. in the course of erection
and will be completed in the near future.
As the population is expanding,
additional secondary schools will be required. The time has arrived when
consideration should be given to the
.construction of a high school or technical school near Cheltenham.
I congratulate the Minister of Education on the .work he has performed and
the Government on the way in which
it has handled the finances of the State.
As long as the present policy is continued the Government will remain in
office and Opposition parties will stay
where they are. In my opinion, the
Leader of the Opposition is the best
acquisition the Labour party has. It
is gratifying to note that the Government intends to provide more dental
clinics for scholars, and in that regard
I appeal to the Government to consider
providing such a clinic south of the
Yarra river.
l\'lr. COOK (Benalla).-The Budget
deba te affords members an opportunity
of discussing matters of vital importance, not only in their own electorates,
but throughout the State. Further, it
enables members to offer constructive
criticism. Naturally, members supporting the Government view the BudgEt
in a favourable light, whereas the Opposition criticizes it-I think rightly so.
The programme for the coming year, 'is
announced by the Premier, shows that
there is a lack of any constructive
policy; I should say that the Government's approach to our problems has
been more political than national in
character. I contend that the proposals
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outlined in the Budget appeal to the
electors, and do not deal with broad
na tional problems.
In my opinion, the McDonald Governmen t should be congra tula ted for the
comprehensive progressive policy that
was laid down during the time it was i.n
office. Unfortunately, because of the
lack 00: sympathy on the part of the
Federal Treasurer, many works that
were envisaged or had been commenced
could not be proceeded with. Iconsider
that it is proper to view a State's works
programme from a national angle. A
Treasurer is definitely handicapped
when money sufficient f.or only twelve
months' planning is available. Plans
should be laid down for a programme
over a period of years, so that proper
constructive worles, such as those
planned by the McDonald Government,
can be carried into effect. As an instance, I can cite the projects in the
Latrobe valley, the Big Eildon dam, the
Kiewa hydro-electric scheme, and other
works of a similar nature. These works
have the wide perspective to which I
have already referred, and will be reproductive. In short, they will assist
in the general development of Victoria.
I feel that the Budget has been framed
largely for the purpose of vote-catching.
I t has been designed mainly to please
the supporters of the Labour Government with a view to the Government's
obtaining votes at the next election.
This Labour Administration has taken
unto itself much credit for having balanced the Budget· in respect of the
1953-54 financial year, but I point. out
that this is not the first time a Victorian
Government has achieved a similar
result.
During the regime of the
Dunstan Government it was a common
experience for the Budget to be balanced
each year, the surplus revenue being
spent to the general advantage of the
public.
Mr. RANDLEs.-Sir Albert Dunstan
was a skinflint; he would have made
50 Budgets out of this one.
Mr. COOK.-I emphasize that it is not
unique for a Government to balance a
Budget, although the Labour Governmen t appears to think that no previous
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Administra tion has ever achieved such municipalities of some financial burdens
an objective. It is inclined to pat itself it is withdrawing certain other grants
on the back and say that it is the only that formerly were made to municipal
Government that has ever balanced the councils. For instance, in the past sums
financial activities of the State. It of money were granted by the Governcannot be denied that in achieving finan- ment to assist municipalities to erect
cial equilibrium the Government has public halls. In m'any cases sums of
been assisted t'D a large extent by the £1,500 were allacated on the basis of a
increased revenue that it has obt~ined Government grant of £1 or £2 for every
from higher railway freights and fares £1 raised by the municipality. Those
-a burden that is carried mainly by allocations were availed of by country
country dwellers and primary producers. cammunities and they were greatly
Later, I shall have something more to appreciated. It appears that this assistsay on the subject of increased railway ance has now been discontinued, but I
charges.
trust that the Government will reThere are two ma tters regarding 'cansider its decision.
which I am prepared to give the
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-The Government has
Government some credit. The first is
the maintenance of infectious diseases not withdrawn the grants; it has dishospitals. It is pleasing to nate that continued them tempararily until it
in future the State will bear the wipes out the legacy of liability left by
financial burden which up to the present previaus Administratians.
has been the liability of municipalities.
Mr. COOK.-I trust that it will nat be
The existing practice arase because frelong bef'Dre similar financial assistance
quently the municipal health officer
would order a case of infectiaus disease is again granted by the Gavernment.
to hospital. For years this impost an Previous Ministries granted amounts
municipal finance has been a bone of up to £4,500 to' enable municipalities to
erect swimming poals, and the municantentian, but I am pleased to' nate
that at last the Gavernment has decided cipalities also availed themselves of that
to' relieve municipalities of their can- help. It is necessary that children in
tributians to' the infectious diseases hos- the country shauld have an oppartunity
pitals. I alsO' congratulate the Govern- to learn to swim. As all members know,
ment an its decisian to eliminate the general amenities far residents of
railway level crassings, not anly in the country towns are nat all that is desired.
metropolitan area but throughout the Often it is necessary far people to'
State. I have in mind one particularly drive several miles to have a swim in a
pool, in a creek, ar in a stagnant dam.
dangerous crassing near Glenrowan.
If the Gavernment grants the necessary
Mr. GALvIN.-Ned Kelly found it a finan~i'al assistance it will be possible
in many cases for Olympic swimming
very bad crossing.
pool'S to be constructed in provincial
Mr. COOK.-I think he did. Unfor- towns and that amenity should add to'
tuna'tely, that crassing has been the the comfort and health of country
scene af m'any accidents.
It is to dwellers.
be hoped that it will be eliminated in
Effarts have frequently been made by
the near future.
the residents of country communities to
Mr. SHEPHERD.-The work to be done ha ve swimming pools erected at their
will eliminate the danger at two level own ex-pense, but it has sometimes been
crossings an that section of the line.
necessary, on account of lack of funds,
Mr. COOK.-I am pleased to hear the t'D disc01itinue the work after the proMinister's remark, and I congratulate jects have been partially completed. I
trust that when the municipalities
the~~rnm~t~ilidec~fu~
~~
many activities, the Labour Govern- renew their applications at a later date
ment appears to be adopting a give-and- for grants for this purpose, the Governtake policy. While it proposes to relieve ment will consider them sympathetically.
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I desire now ·to refer to the subject
of electricity supplies, which is one
that has caused much concern throughout th~ north-eastern part of the State.
At one time we heard a great deal
about a ten-year plan for the extension
of eleotricity supplies throughout Victoria. Under the terms of that scheme
different country dis'tricts were to be
linked to electricity supplies in two,
three, four, or five years. As far as I
can ascertain, that plan has gone by the
board. If that is so, it is a matter for
regret because many country residents
and industries are urgently in need of
supplies of electrical power.
In areas where electricity is available there have been long delays in
completing installations and extensions.
In my district there are prospective
consumers who would be willing to pay
all the cost of new installations. It
appears that the Government or the
State Electricity Commission is now
prepared to accept 50 per cent. of cost
of installation from prospective consumers, and a great many electars in
my constituency would be prepared to
meet that expense if the connexions
could be effected. Statements have been
made by supporters of the Government
that no difficulty is being experienced
in the completion of link-ups for the
supply of electrical energy. I do nat
know whether that is so, but apparently
it is a case of spoils to the victor. I
am forced to draw that conclusion
from letters from the State Electricity
-Commission that have been received by
country people who have applied to be
.supplied with electrical power. Frequently, it is suggested that they should
withhold their applications for twelve
months when their cases would be reconsidered.
On making further inquiries at the expiration of a year, as
to the prospects of being supplied with
electricity, they have been put off for
a further period.
The only conclusion that one can
come to is that one's request is being
stalled off. I am sorry to say that I
have had too many of those experiences,
and I consider that I have a perfect
right to state my opinion about all the
details associated with such matters.
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The point I am endeavouring to make i-;
that some plan should be formulated to
enable honorable members to inform
people how they can have their
properties linked up to the service.
SometJhing along those lines would be
better than' these promises from time to
time. I am not unreasonable. I know
that the State Electricity Commission is
doing a good job generally, but I consider that honorable members should be
kept closer in touch with what is happening and so be able to advise their
constituents on these matters.
The same remarks apply to the Education Department. The last speaker
referred to the many advantages he had
received for his particular electorate
as regards buildings and other items
associated with education, but I must
say that I have been disappointed regarding the appli~ations I have made.
I have submitted representations to the
Education Department for the provision
of extra buildings, additional maintenance, and other relevant requirements
in order to bring schools in my part
of the country up to desired standard.
Mr. MCCLuRE.-The Department is
doing a pretty good job.
Mr. COOK.-It might be in the honorable' member's area; I am giving the
Committee my experience, and I have
received applications for improvements
from all parts of my electorate.
Sir HERBERT HYLAND.-lVIore teachers
are needed, too.
Mr. COOK.-My constituents require
new schools in the district, new fencing
and more shelter sheds at existing
schools, and so on. I have made possibly twenty applications in the last few
weeks but little has been done about
them. I hope, therefore, that in the
course of my remarks, I have indicaterl
the conditions prevailing in the country
districts to-day as regards education.
It seems to me that the metropolitan
area and the bigger provincial cities of
the State are receiving greater consideration than they deserve, at the
expense of the requirements of 'the
smaller districts. As the honorable
member for Gippsland South interjected,
there is still a shortage of teachers.
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There have been also delays in the building of new schools, thus causing overIn addition, maintenance
crowding.
work in general is well behind schedule
and all that can be obtained from the
Department is a promise tha,t something
will be done.
There is also need for further development of our agricultural colleges. The
Dookie Agricultural College is situated
in my electorate, and I am very proud
of it. It has been established for many
years and is a fine institution. A press
statement issued by the Department of
Agriculture readsVictoria's two agricultural colleges are
booked out already for 1956. Some enrolments have been received for as far ahead
as 1960. Pressure on the existing colleges
at Dookie· and Longerenong had been
heightened by the Government's inability
to get the new college on the Glenormiston
estate built.
The Government, being more cityminded than country-minded, does n ')t
realize the need for the expansion of
colleges such as Dookie. I have invited the Minister -of Agriculture to
visit Dookie on several occasions. I
am sorry that he is not in the Chamber
this afternoon because I would invite
him again to visit that institution so
that I could prove to him what a fine
place it is and thus induce the Government to place on the Estimates a sum
sufficient to erect new buildings which
are badly needed. The dormitories at
pookie are old wooden structures and
I dread to think of what might happe!1
in the event of a fire. As all honorable
members realize, the wealth of our
State comes from the soil-it is the
farmers who are helping the Government to balance its Budget. Therefore,
I appeal to the Mipister at the tablethe Chief Secretary-to ,give earnest
consideration to the extension of the
existing agricultural colleges. In 1896,
Professor N. S. Shaler, of Harvard
University, had this to say on the subject
of soil managementIf mankind cannot devise and enforce
ways of dealing with the earth which will
preserve the source of life, we may look
with dismay to the time-remote it may
be, yet clearly discernable-when mankind,
having wasted its great inheritances. will
fade from the earth because of the ruin it
has accomplished.
M1·. Coole.
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That means, of course, that not enough
attention is being paid to the husbandry
of our good earth, which provides everything for us. I urge the Chief Secretary
to warn the Government of the risk
involved in the hope that the Government will see its way clear to at least
provide adequate. buildings for agricultural colleges. As I pointed out by
reference to the statement by the Department of Agriculture, the Dookie' Agricultural College is already booked out until
1956. Some of the students have to be
housed in huts. If the Government provides the buildings I have suggested, it
will be making a valuable contribution
to the development of this State and
will receive commendation from all
concerned.
It has been stated that there is a
dearth of veterinary officers in the
Department of Agriculture. We know
also that there have been big losses of
stock throughout the State because of
many and varied diseases, about the
causes of many of which little is known.
The only hope that a stock owner has
of combating such di.seases is by keeping
in close personal touch with veterinary
officers who are well qualified to assist.
Therefore, I hope that the Government
will, in its wisdom, do its best to expedite
the recruitment of veterinary officers for
the Department of Agriculture so that
the needs of stock owners may be met.
I have criticized the railways from
time to time and I shall continue to do
so until there is no longer any necessity
for it. As a customer, I have had dealings with the railways for many years,
and I have expended many thousands of
pounds on railway services. Personally,
I have no particular axe to grind. At
present, the State is celebrating the centenary of its railway system. Incidentally, the illuminations on Flinders-street
station are well worth seeing. However,
when one considers the retrograde steps
that have been taken over the last year
by closing lines that had been in use
for many years, one is dismayed.
The policy of the Railway Department
is not what it ought to be. Too much
consideration is given to the matter of
. balancing departmental accounts and
n-ot enough to the provision of service
for railway users.
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complaints have been lodged concerning the retrograde step of closing
certain branch lines to which I have
already alluded. There are four of five
such lines in the electorate which I
represent. I consider that citizens in
the districts affected have been treated
unfairly because the lines in question
served a useful purpose in developing
contiguo'Us areas. Their construction
was undertaken solely with that end
in view. After a certain period during
which the lines did not pay their way,
the running schedules were reduced,
and traffic was diverted to other
channels. The lines then became increasingly unpayable and the schedules
were more unreliable than ever.
Eventually, these branch services ceased.
At cert·ain of the smaller stations, such
as Longwood and Glenrowan, the
Albury express now stops on alternate
days only. This is an undesirable state
O'f affairs.
. In the course of the deba te on the
Budget, the honorable member for
Allendale referred to the demurrage
charge imposed by the Railway Department because trucks which arrived at
Ballarat on a Saturday morning were
not unloaded during the same day.
Those allegations should certainly be
investigated.
I have received a complaint from ane
of my constituen.ts about a charge made
by the Railway Department for the
lease of railway property at St. James
in the north-eastern portion of the
State; ·on that land is a shed used for
the storage of material. I am informed
that, fO'r many years, the charge was
12s. annually, but recently it was increased to £49 a year. I think I am
fully justified in asking that the complaint be inves~igated.
I have before me a copy of a recent
issue of the Bendigo Advertise?'} which
contains a report of a meeting that
was called by the Shire of Walpeup.
The report commencesCountry men call for Royal Commission
on Victorian railways-State-wide body
formed.

Coun try .folk are slow in getting together .wi th the view O'f airing their
grievances but, when they do so, there
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is usually a sound reason. Because of
my pos-ition as a shire councillor, I was
invited to be present at the meeting
which, to my surprise, was attended
by representatives from many parts of
the State.
Mr. MERRIFIELD. - What specific
charges were levelled against the Railway Department?
Mr. COOK.-The newspaper report
statesAlleging mismanagement and strongly
criticizing freight charges and anomalies,
representatives of 50 municipalities and
other country organizations at Bendigo
yesterday called for a Royal Commission
into the Victorian raihvays.
In a resolution, the conference asked
the Victorian Government to establish
immediately a Royal Comrnission to conduct an exhaustive inquiry into all
phases of railway control, finance, and
administration . .

Mr. GALVIN.-I have heard nothing
about it.
Mr. COOK.-The Minister O'f Transport was invited to attend, but he was
conspicuous by his absence. The report
proceedsTo-day, quite a number of short lines
are closing down. Some of them could
have existed had they been extended.

That refers particularly to a few spur
lines in the Mallee and Wimmera districts. Had they been linked up, they
could have been operated profitably.
That is an indication of mismanagement
and lack of foresight on the part of the
Railways Commiss-ioners, which constitutes a reason for farmers getting
together for the purpose of discussing
the matter.
A delegate from the Mallee-I shall
not mention his name-stated that 4,100
bricks cost £51 12s. on trucks at
Ballarat, but freight charges to the
Mallee amounted to £59. That would
hardly encourage people to go into the
country to develop the land. Why should
they not stay in the metropolis and
enjoy all the amenities there, without
taking risks? Here is another illustration,
as quoted in the Bendigo
AdvertiserCement at Fyansford near Geelong was
7s. IUd. a bag on rail, and (unless sent in
truckloads) cost 6s. a· bag into store in the
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Hard\vood, 5,200 super feet, cost

just on £70 from the Gippsland forest to

Ouyen.

lVlildura is 351 miles and Ouyen 289 miles
from Melbourne, respectively.
The
freight rates from Melbourne are
192s. 6d. a ton to Mildura as against
272s. 3d. a ton to Ouyen; in other words,
the freight charge is approximately £4
a ton more for a haulage of 62 miles
less. People are justified in bringing
such anomalies to the notice of any
responsible meeting. In many cases
freight charges have increased by over
500 per cent. on those which applied a
few years ago. The representative of
the Wimmera shire stated, as reported
in the Bendigo AdvertiserFor towns within 200 miles of Melbourne,
freights on A-Class goods had jumped from
40s. to 221s. 10d. a ton between 1946 and
1953-more than 500 per cent.; and in the
case of sugar, nearly 500 per cent.

Mr. GALVIN.-The price of fat lambs
has jumped from lOs. to £6.
Mr. COOK.-The Government is
screaming to high heaven that it has
balanced its Budget, but it is poor
country people, such as those in the
Mallee, who are paying for it. A representative of north-west wheat growers,
who are vitally interested in this matter,
stated at th~ conferenceThey were being cos ted out of the world
market, principally because of these freight
eharges.

This is a serious matter. The Budget is
being balanced out in the bush. The
delegate went on to saySome Mallee batley growers took their
barley to Pinaroo (South Australia) because
rall freight was cheaper to Adelaide than
to Melbourne.

Another story related concerned a dray
which was sent from Werribee to
vValpeup at a freight cost of £51 6s. 8d.
A business man would have considered it
a better proposition to burn the dray
and buy another one up there, but the
railways were quite happy to accept the
consignment and collect £51 6s. 8d. for
its carria.ge.
Mr. GALVIN.-Y.OU had better not
discuss road versus rail in Bendigo,
where £600,000 a year is paid to local
railwaymen in wages.
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Mr. COOK.-Another railway" supporter" had a trailer which he used
carting materials about his farm. It
cost him £23 to have it transported by
rail from Melbourne to the north-east.
The north-west wheat growers' representative continuedThe contract rate on freight from Melbourne to Underbool was £14 12s. a tonbut it was £9 17s. 2d. for beer.

Eviden tly beer is a necessity of life for
which concessional railway freights are
provided. The contract freight rates I
have just quoted added the following
amounts to grocery items:Twenty-six ounce bottle of tomato sauce,
bottle of beer, 4M,; 30-oz. canned
fruit, 4d. tin; 5-lb. tin of jam, 10~d.; 10-oz.
fiyspray, 3~d.; and a bottle of tonic, 4d.
If the railways were forced to compete
6~d.;

with road transport the charges would
undoubtedly be 50 per cent. or 100 per
cent. less than they are at present. The
illustrations I have given show clearly
that railway freights imposed on country
people are too high. A further comment
by the representative of north-west
distr·ict wheat growers wasWith the liquidation of road transport, it's
likely that the railways would revert to
the ordinary freight rate-£16 17s. lld. a
ton.

An article headed "Market truck blitz
angers the farmers," appeared in the
Argus of yesterday. That is indicative
of the general undercurrent of discontent at present prevailing throughout
country areas.
The other day an
auctioneer asked me how he could have
stock transported to meet a sale on
Monday morning.
Mr. GALVIN.-Could not you tell him?
Mr. COOK.-He stated, "We are not
permitted to move stock on a Sunday."
Mr. GALVIN.-They are allowed to
carry stock then. You are speaking
tommy-rot.
Mr. COOK.-Only in the last week or
two have they been permitted to do so.
Mr. GALVIN.-They have been able
to get permits for twelve months.
Mr. COOK.-It is only in the last
fortnight ·that that situation has
obtained. Why should it be?

Budget

[6

OCTOBER)

Mr. GALVlN.-When the party of
which you are a member formed the
Government, it would not even allow
producers to transport goods under permit. Why did not that Administration
take appropriate action? It was left
for the present Government to issue
permits.
Mr. COOK.-The Chief Secretary is
speaking a lot of rot.
Honorable members interjecting.

The ACTING CHAIRl\IAN (Mr. Cochrane).--Order! The honorable member
for Senalla is addressing the Comm'ittee.
Mr. GALvIN.-The Country party
Government would not grant producers
the right to transpbrt stock on a Sunday,
but our Government has done so.
Mr. COOK.-The question appears to
be getting under the skin of the Chief
Secretary a little, judging by his interjections.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN.-Order!
Mr. GALVlN.-Untruths get under my
skin.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN.-I ask the
Chief Secretary to allow the honorable
member for Benalla to proceed.
Mr. COOK.-I communicated with the
Department of Labour and Industry concerning the matter I have mentioned
and was advised that a stock transport
operator could obtain a permit. The
officer concerned stated that permi 15
would be distributed in the following
week. Until then, it was impossible
for a person to get a permit. I was
informed that officers throughout the
State would be supplied with permits
for issue. Why should a permit be
necessary?
Mr. GALVlN.-How long ago did this
occur?
Mr. COOK.-Are prim'ary producers
to crawl on hands and knees to a Department to obtain their rights? The
development of the country will not
thereby be assisted.
Mr. GALVlN.-Why did not the
Country party Government act in the
matter?
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Mr. COOK.-That has nothing to do
with the question. I speak of prevailing circumstances. Producers have to
crawl to get a perm'it to transport their
own stock on a Sunday for sale at a
market to be held on Monday. Is that
state of affairs fair and reasonable?
Questions have been asked by the honorable member for Swan Hill with the
object of ascertaining the number of
applications made for permits to cart
stores to farmers on cream wagons on
Monday mornings, and the question of
hours has been raised. Wha t is the
world coming to? If this trend continues, Australia will be lost to a foreign
nation in a few years' time.
Mr. GALVIN.-You would like to have
cheap, foreign labour.
Mr. COOK.-All we desire is a "fair
go" and we are not getting it. Many
returned servicemen have been settled
on the land in the Murray valley, where
they are growing vegetables .for the
Melbourne market. A newspaper report
states that trucks have been shadowed.
Officers of the Transport Regulation
Board have been following vehicles in
the hope of grabbing these fellows, who
risked their lives to keep Australians
free. Apparently, Government officers
can examine the books of persons and
prosecute them; that is unfair. Producers
are shadowed in a free country. They
are trying to make a decent living by
growing vegetables and fruit and transporting them to the Melbourne m'arket
to supply people to whom these commodities are an urgent necessity. If
the growers take a few goods back, they
are pounced on and brought before a
court. According to the newspaper
report, the Transport Regulation Board
has fined growers' hauliers more than
£1,800 for illegal back-loading.
I trust that the matters I have raised
will receive attention; that the Public
Works Department will give country
people a little latitude; that better treatment will be meted out by the Education
Department; that country needs will be
considered by the State Electricity Commission; and that an examination will
be made of the administra tion of the

1000

Budget

[ASSEMBLY.]

Railway Department, even if the
Government will not appoint a R·oyal
C~)mmission-if the Department cannot
balance its budget, it should adopt the
same course as a private trader and cut
cost.
lUI'.
DUNN. (Geelong) .-I
have
listened with considerable interest to
the debate on the Budget. Much opprobrium has been hurled by members on
Opposition benches to those on this side
of the Chamher, and, on the other hand,
many complimentary remarks have been
made about the Government. I agree
with the latter. I do not intend to
place any laurel wreaths around the
necks of members of the Ministry,
although I consider that the Government has carried out the job expected,
of it. As soon asa Government ceases
to do its duty to the people of the State,
I hope it will go into Opposition. Of
course, as a mere back bencher, I have
great temerity in criticizing or saying
anything which would be construed as
criticism of the Government. I do not
know whether many members have read
a very famous poem composed by
our "William Shakespeare," Joseph
O'Carroll. I and others have had the
privilege of reading the unexpur.gated
original, which began something like
this, " I am only a poor back bencher "I omit censorable words. The poem was
pasted on the wall of the Labour party
room, and every member should read it.
I am hesitant to make any comment
that might offend the susceptibilities of
the Government.
I should like to contribute some constructive suggestions. In the last financial year the total revenue was
approximately £108,000,000, and most of
it was' spent. Some members say that
nearly all of it was spent; others contend
that about £7,000,000 was not expended.
It has been stated that money has been
tucked away. The fact remains that
total expenditure was in the. vicinity of
£107.000000. In broad language, the
Government is spending practically onequarter of the national income of the
State. There is a great responsibility on
the Administration to ensure that its
funds are spent to the best advantage of
the people.
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Ordinary members of this House are
not really in a position to know or
advise their constituents whether the
money handled by the, Government has
been well spent or not, because it has
been clearly pointed out that Government accounts are designed to hide the
facts. If I were a bureaucrat-if only I
could aspire to such a position, I would
not need to be a member of ParliamentI should do likewise. Bureaucrats say,
in effect, "Do not let these birds know
anything. The less they know about
things, the better. We do not want
them to know how much motor-cars cost
or how many grants are made under
political patronage. We do not want
them to know a lot of things."
The
accounting system of the Government is
the same now as it was 100 years ago; it
follows tradition. I hesitate to say that
. the Melbourne City Council is a more
live body than Parliament, but it has
proved that it has some sense of responsibility; perhaps because there were
many contestants at the recent elections.
That council has appointed a committee
of expert accountants to advise how
savings can be effected and revenue expended to the best advantage.
The Government has done a wonderful job, as far as it has been permitted
by that system to which the Premier
has made reference. It is time that
action was taken to overhaul the creaking machine. The honorable member
for Benalla mentioned that the Government had promised to plan ten years
ahead to supply electricity to country
areas, but nothing had been done. I
wish to point out that long-range planning calls for consideration by special
bodies or committees with the requisite
knowledge. Essentially, the planning
of long-range projects is a matter for
the Commonwealth Government, but the
State Administrations must have a close
liaison with that Government. I contend that such co-operation should be
not on a political basis, but on a departmental basis. After all, officers of the
various Departments have 'specialized
knowledge. Ministers are very intelligent, but it must be remembered that
they have the benefit of advice received
from the "brains trusts" of the
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Departments. vVhen Ministerial backbench
members
seek
information,
they have to study the "proolem, and
fr'equently ask the advice of members
of the Opposition. I repeat that longrange planning in such a matter as
education must be done in close liaison
with the Commonwealth Government.
nIr. MCCLURE.-Give us the money
and we will do the planning.
1\lr. DUNN.-That type of remark
g2tS under my skin, so to speak. In
1945 the national debt was £65,000,000,
but only last year a Bill was passed by
this Parliament authorizing a semiGovernment Department to borrow
£169,000,000. It is not a question of
money, but of what money will provide.
\V 2 know the value of our currency
to-day, but we do not know what it
will be to-morrow. For instance, we
r2member what happened to the value
of the mark in Germany during the first
world war. Suppo'se that long-range
planning is undertaken by the Commonw::alth Government. Agreement will not
b~ reached if the policy of that Governf!12n t is diametrically opposed to that
of a State Administration. However,
Government Departments are nonpolitical, and if there \vas a close
liaison between officers of State and
Commonwealth Departments agreement
could be reached and constructive advic? tendered to Ministers.
I might be bjased in favour of interd:!partmental committees, but I recall
the magnificent job certain committees
did during the war. Our great war
effort could not have been so' successful if it had not been for the co-operation of all sections of the community.
During that period, as a result of the
activities of inter-departmental. committees under the respective Ministers,
wonderful success was achieved. Of
course, those committees ceased to
function when the war ended. At that
time, I could see that although there
might be obstacles in the way of a
political liaison between the States and
th~ Commonwealth, success could be
won through the effO'rts of our valuable
public servants who do such admirable
work in directing the resources of
Australia.
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In my opinion, the accounting system
of the State is out of date. It enables
bureaucrats and public servants to hoodwink members af Parliament and deprive them of the essential knowledge
they should possess in order to inform
th~ electors of the true facts.
However, although many safeguards are
provided to prevent the misuse of
money, the same degree of care is nat
exercised in regard to materials. As I
was controller of stores at Canberra for
many years, I am aware of the weaknesses of our storekeeping procedure.
\Vith the accounting system it is possible
to trac:! money from the time it is
drawn out of the bank until it reaches
its correct destination. However, if the
sum of, say, £100,000 is used for the
purchase of materials which are put into
store, the responsibility of the AuditorGem~ral ends immediately the storekeeper receives a signature far any
materials that are passed over the
counter.
Of course, the AuditorGeneral does not know whether the
signature "Tom Brown" or "Bill
Jones" is genuine but, provided that a
signa ture is obtained, he is sa tisfied.
Sir GJ£ORGE KNox.-That is the good
old Army method.
Mr. DUNN.-It is. The system has
rnany weaknesses. At one time I was
in charge of the railway store at North
Melbourne, from which materials were
issued for construction works. I was
respcnsible for sending out all the
requisite items for the work, perhaps the
building of departmental residences for
employees on a new section of line. On
one occasion I was astonished to find
that various materials were returned to
the store. These included a bath, a stove,
a sink, and some other items. It seemed
strange to me that the materials, which
had been ordered for a partic:ular job,
had not been used for that purpose. I
made inquiries and the explanation of
the return of the material to stock was
that the head office had cancelled the
building of one of the houses but had
not notified the· stores depot. That is an
instance of the procedure that is followed. Once the material was sent out,
there was no further control.
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A few days ago I was speaking to a
certain person-I do not wish to mention names or to be critical-and he
asked me, "Would you like some
paint?" I said, "You cannot do that."
He said, "I have painted my house and
I am about to place an order for additional stores." The practice usually
followed by Government Departments is
for the officer in charge of stores to
submit a requisition to replenish his
supplies. Usually, he would look up the
copies of his requisitions to see what
quantities 'he had ordered for the preceding twelve months. In another case that
I have in mind, some tons of rope had
been ordered. The rope was not used
and it had merely served as comfortable
nests for rats. The person to whom I
have referred said that usually he placed
an order each year for so many gallons
of paint. If it was not used, apparently
he would inquire as to whether any of
his friends wished to paint their houses.
That. procedure continues unchecked.
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might become unpopular. But if committees were appointed they would be
able to investigate any matters of this
kind. It might be decided, for instance,
to inquire into activities within the
sphere of the Minister of Lands or the
IMinister of Public Works, or the Minister
of Forests. After an investigation, there
could be a reduction in the number of
cars used by a Department from, say,
24 to 12. Tha t Department would
then be inclined to ado'pt the attitude
that the next Department should not
get ahead of it. So there would be
created an atmosphere of competition
and economies would be effected. What
is desired is efficient service at the
minimum cost. It is the policy of the
Government to reduce the cost structure
without lowering the standard of living.

The point I wish to stress is that the
appointment of efficiency or economy
committees is desirable. I have no great
faith in parliamentary committees. I
think departmental bodies would achieve
better results. Some time ago a question was raised concerning the number
of motor-cars being used by the various
Departments of the Public Service. A
committee, which was appointed to
inquire into the matter, did a splendid
job, the results of which will save the
State much money. We know that at
present more motor-cars than are necessary are being used by certain Government. Departments. One cannot blame
the Department or the officials concerned. An officer of a Department, instead of using a utility truck, might
prefer a' car. His excuse for taking a car
home over-night might be that he intended to leave early the next morning
for official duty at a country destination. That arrangement then becomes
the usual practice and the official cqncerned drives the car to and from his
work.

I desire to refer to another matter,
and for that purpose I shall speak of
the City of Geelong, but when I mention that city my remarks wou~d apply
equally to any other provincial cammunity. Unfortunately, there is no
Greater Geelong. In that part of the
State there are citi~s, shires, and other
municipalities all of which do much
good work. There are, I might say,
too many unofficial members of Parliament in that district. Practically every
lacal governing body has within its
organization some person who knows
an officer in a Government Department
with which the authority might have
business. He wiH make inquiries with
reference to a particular matter, and on
return he will state at a meeting of
the authority concerned that-without
mentioning names-he has been given
certain information. Then everybody
is at sixes and sevens. The local member of Parliament is forced into the
invidious position of having to take
sides. When the local parliamentary
representatiVe speaks in Parliament, he
should be able to do so with the backing
of the majority of his constituents, and
he should have authority to speak on
behalf of the municipalities or the bodies
within his electorate.

It will be found that Departments are
reluctant to disturb existing practices.
A Minister, also, might hesitate to put
his neck out ,t in any inquiry, because he

I consider that Ministers in' charge of
public Departments should instruct the
st~ff under their control that they have
no right to give any information" under

,I
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the lap" to any person who asks for
it. The position created by the release
of iniormation in that manner is most
embarrassing to the local parliamentary
representative. I could tell the Minister
of Public "Vorks of information that
has been released by officers of his Department in the manner I have
mentioned.
Me :''lERRIFIELD.-l\IIy Department is
a public one and it is necessary to give
information when legitimate inquiries
are made.
Ur. DUNN.-I contend that in the
circumstances I have indicated inforrna tion should not be released. I disagre2 with the view of the Minister
of Public Works.
However, he is
entitled to' his opinion. Another matter
on which I desire to comment is that
of the moneys granted by the Government for cultural purposes. It appears
from the Budget papers that approximately £500,000 is to be made available
for various cultural activities. I am
grateful to the Premier for the good
job he is doing in assisting cultural movements throughout the State, but I contend that no Premier-and I am not
now referring to the present Premierwould necessarily have the requisite
knowledge of the activities of these
cultural societies to enable him to make
equitable allocations af funds for that
purpose.
I feel that Geelong has suffered in
the past because it has not been represented in the Ministry. The Premier
does not come from G€elong, nor do any
of his Ministers. Geelong has an organization called G.A.M.A.-the Geelong
Association of Music and Art-and I
contend that if there were an independent body to give abstract justice in
connexion with the allocation of these
funds, Geelong would have been very
much better treated. I say that without
casting any innuendoes; I am not blaming the Premier or the Government.
When the honorable member for Shepparton was Premier of a Country party
Government, something like £2,000 was
alloca ted to Shepparton for cultural
activities in the district. Perhaps the
need there might have been greater;
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maybe the idea was to bring the Shepparton residents up to the Geelong
standard. However, Geelong receives
only £500. Ballarat was also well treated
when the honorable member for Glen
Iris· represented Ballarat. I menUon
these matters in the hope that Cabinet
will give consideration to the establishment of an independent body competent
to mete out justice in connexion with
the allocation of funds for cultural purposes.
In regard to town planning, much good
work has been done at Geelong, but
I am not very happy about certain
aspects.
It
is
easy
for
architects and surveyors to produce a
drawing which shows certain lands to
be reserved as a green belt, as residential areas, and as shopping areas. They
overlook the fact that some people have
bought land in the past with a view to
building a home on it but now find that
instead of their land being situated in a
residential area, it is in the green belt
or in the shopping area. Again many new
Australians have been induced to buy
blocks from "snide" operators, believing tha t the blocks are in residen tial
. areas, only to find later that they are
situated in an area set aside for agriculture. They then discover that they
have to purchase many more blocks
because a minimum of five acres of land
is required before a house can be built.
I wish to bring to the notice of the
Minister of Public Works one particular
case concerning town planning. A few
years ago, a man bought a small corner
shop and, with his wife, started a business with a total capital of £20. They
worked very hard, and built up the
business. Later, the Housing Commission built an estate nearby and its
officials looked askance a t the shop I
am referring to. The Commission erected
other shops further down the street.
The shopkeeper on the corner bought
another business and a home, and then
leased the original business. A couple
of his friends informed him that they
wanted to open a butoher's shop and
asked if he would help them. He said
that he WOUld, and as the original shop
was on a big block of land, this man
decided to build some more shops alongside it. Accordingly, he applied to the
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local counci'! for the necessary permission. I should say that the area is not
in the Geelong municipality and perhaps
I should leave this ·matter to the honorable member for Barwon.
Sir THOMAS MALTBy.-No, go ahead.
The honorable
member for Geelong is right in what
he has said.

I know the situation.

Mr. DUNN.-The land is in the Shire
of Bellarine. The council refused the
building permit. When this man left
his original business, he leased it in
order to carryon a garage business,
which happened to be in competition
with one conducted by a councillor of
the Bellarine shire. I understand that
that councillor was rather annoyed and
said, "I will stop that man." The
councillor wrote to the Country Roads
Board and asked it to object to the
council glvmg permISSIOn to this
man to build two additional shops.
The matter went to the Town
Planning Committee which ruled~
and this is where my complaint lies,
because I do not think the ruling was
just-that the man could build the new
shops only under certain conditions. I
have a copy of the actual minutes of
that meeting, from which it appears that
the decision of the committee was expressed in this mannerVve have considered this; you can build
those shops provided you go out and manage
the shops yourself. But if you intend to
sublet them, no permission can be granted.

If the Town Planning Committee's ruling
was, "This is not a business area and
we do not want to see any more shops
erected," and it intended to adhere to
such a ruling, I would not dissent. But
when it is said, in effect, "We do not
mind shops being erected against our
principle provided the owner lives on
the premises," I cannot agree. I take
it that under these interim orders any
person aggrieved by actions of townplanning committees has a right of
appeal to the Minister.
·Mr. MERRIFIELD.-If it is a matter
which will come to me on appeal, it
should not be aired in this Chamber.
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Mr. DUNN.-If it comes to the Minister, I know what will happen. He will
send it back to the Town Planning ComI have had
mittee, his advisers.
experience of this before. Perhaps if I
had any sense at all, I would not have
raised it, because I know that it will go
back to the Town Planning Committee,
which will say, " Yes, the committee was
right in the first place."
Mr. ,MERRIFIELD.-That is not true.
The position is that such an appeal must
be heard by the Minister. The honorable
member for Geelong does not know what
he is talking about.
,Mr. DUNN.-The Minister of Public
Works invariably takes the committee's advice.
Mr. WHATELY.-This Minister is better
than most.
Mr. DUNN.-There are one or two
other items in the Budget to which I wish
to refer. I notice that the Government
has decided to ensure that there will be
a survey of underground wa tel' resources
and I congratulate the Government on
its decision. I think such a survey will
be a great step forward. Although the
Western District has been referred to as
the garden of Victoria, it does lack water
in some seasons. It receives a good rainfall, and seldom suffers a drought. However, at certain times of the year and in
certain seasons, there is hardship due to
the fact that there are no ever-flowing
streams. Of course, in dry years, which
do come along periodically, stock has to
be sold. Land that might be ab~e to
carry five sheep to the acre in a good
year can carry only a sheep and a
half to the acre because gr·aziers
have to allow a margin of safety.
[ am convinced that beneath this area
lies an excellent supply of fresh water.
A bore that was sunk at Birregurra
yielded a practically . inexhaustible
supply of water, and I have no doubt
that a limitless supply of this commodity lies untapped beneath a large
expanse of valuable country in the
Western District. I congratulate the
Government for h~ving purchas'ed
plant and equipment and taken preliminary steps with the view of making
an early commencement with boring
opera tions.
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I desire to say how much I appre- success in that field was to be
ciate the practical help that has been achieved, however, it would be necesgiven to the City of Geelong by the sary to establish additional timber
Minister of Housing. To-day, the hon- mills, equipped with the most modern
orable gentleman informed me that he . machinery, so that timber could be
has approved of the construction of 40 produced at a price of from 50s. to 60s.
flats in my electorate. He has done an a 100 superficial feet, as compared
excellent job and has been responsible with the rate O'f from 90s. to 100s. a
for the housing of thousands of families. 100 superficial feet, which is now
Local residents of Geelong have nothing being charged. I invite the Minister of
but gratitude for the Minister because Forests to examine the .position. I see
he . has made pO'ssible the erection of no harm in the Government's competflats for elderly childless couples, and ing with private enterprise so long as
he has been responsible for the initia- such competition is of a healthy
tion of reclamation work in slum areas. character.
The Geelong City Council donated to the
I believe that, if bricks are to be
Housing Commission a valuable area of
at a reasonable price, it will
produced
land which has been approved and
accepted by the Housing Commission, be necessary for the State to establish
and plans are complete for a number of its own brick works. I ask: What is
fla ts. When they are constructed, a wrong with that proposal? Similar
festering sore will be removed from action was taken at Canberra and in
the heart of the exceptionally fine city Western Australia, with successful reSimilarly, the State could
sults.
of Geelong.
establish its owl!- timber mills. After
In my view, housing will receive all, timber, 'cement, bricks, and gala substantial impetus when essential vanized iron are essential building combuilding materials are available to the modities, and it is necessary that they
prospective home builder at a reason- be made available to prospective home
able price. The Geelong district is builders at reasonable prices. If that
dO'~ng its fair share toward the prois done, I am certain that home builders
duction of cement at a low price. There will display resourcefulness in erecting
is also potential wealth in our timbered their own homes. When my dad came
regions. I refer specificaUy to the to Australia he did not have to go to
magnifi'cent forests of softwood that are the Government with his hand out. He
now reaching maturity in the Otway built for himself a home of hand-sawn
Ranges and the extensive plantations timber, and the old place is still standof mountain ash and messmate that are ing. I claim that it is necessary to
located in the King river area. Those regain a little of the old pioneering
forests are potential sources from which spirit. I see no reason why people
timber may be produced cheaply. I should not suffer a few hardships. Such
claim, however, that timber 'millers and an experience will do them no harm if
those firms that produce sawn timber they are young, strong, and healthy.
are deriving too much profit from their Many persons to-day seek a loan, engage
industry, as are also brick manufac- a builder and sit back while their home
turers. To that extent, they are doing is erected. Then they complain bitterly
a disservice to citizens of this State.
if an accessory such as the hot-water
service is not working properly. Such
Recently I had an opportunity of dis- an approach to the matter of home
cussing the matter with a friend of building is not progressive.
mine from Western Australia who happened to be manager of the State Brick
Perhaps I should conclude by L:onWorks and the State Timber Mills and, gratulating the Opposition upon the
after listening to his remarks concern- magnificent job it has done, against
ing the construction of homes and other terrific odds, in criticizing the Budget,
buildings in Western Australia, I con- because it never had a chance from the
cluded that much more in that regard beginning. Members on both sides of
could be attained in Victoria.
If the Chamber recognize the fact that the
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Budget brought down by the Premier
is the best that has been introduced in
the history of Victoria.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-It is the best
Budget we have had this year.
Mr. DUNN.-I congratulate particularly the Leader of the Opposition for
his dialectical effort which is deserving
of much praise. He 'put up a good
fight against hopeless odds, but he did
fairly well. Members were entertained
by the honorable member for Benambra
who made a cacophonous contribution to
the debate. The remarks by the honorable member for Allendale were
polemical in. character. Altogether, the
concerted effort of the three sections
of the Opposi Hon can be regarded as
supreme in its pusillanimity.
Sir GEORGE KNOX (Scoresby).Some fine contributions to the Budget
debate have been made from both sides
of the Chamber. Certain members have
criticized, and others have lauded the
Government. I desire to break new
ground, however, by referring to the
late Honorable George Michael Prendergast, who, at one time, was Premier of
this State, and who earned the respect
and esteem of all members. He was
a picturesque figure, and he was always
jealous of the privileges of the House.
The older members of this Chamber
will recall the manner in which the late
Mr. Prendergast denounced rule by the
new autocracy. He held the view that,
before regulations under any Bill were
gazetted, they should be submitted to
honorable members so that they might
be afforded an opportunity to protest
against them if they. so desired.
To:-day. there is no opportunity to protest. I do not direct my complaint
specifically at the present Government.
All Governments have avoided this
matter. We are at grips with a system
which has been handed down. It allows
no f.reedom in the design, drafting and
phraseology of our Bills. No Minister or
honorable member can effectively protest
against regulations made unde! any Act.
Many books have been written on the
subject, pointing out that, whereas Bills
enunciate certain principles, in 'actual
fact they are only skeletons to which
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flesh in the form of regulation~ is added
by public servants who, although no
doubt eminent, are not elected by the
people of the State.
Mr. 'MERRIFIELD.-The responsible Ministers are.
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-The Minister
concerned does not draft the regulations,
as the Minister of Public \Vorks knows.
With apprehension that I might encroach
on subjects which are not usually permissible in this debate, might I say that
all honorable members know that these
regulati9ns are drawn up by eminent
public servants who are not responsible
to the people. There has been much autorna tic acquiescence by Ministers for
generations past and it continues. The
third element of the State's legislature
b 'the Executive CounciL without whose
concurrence legislation cannot become
effective. As a result, very often regulations are proclaimed which exceed
powers granted by the two Houses of
Parliament in an Act. Many of these
regulations are framed in terms which
are not only frustrating but which are
really vulgar and insulting to the
people. For example, it is stated, You
shall not do this under penalty of a fine
of so and so. You shall not do something else without incurring dire penalties."
II

Mr. MERRIFIELD.-The ten commandments are in such terms.
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-The New
Testament abrogated the Old Testament
in that regard. In most cases the regulations are, more drastic, more provocative, more penal and more punitive
than the Act itself. No Government has
yet tackled these questions, but there is
an easy remedy available-one which I
have advocated for many years, even in
the time of the late Honorable George
Michael Prendergast. My suggestion is
that we should elect or appoint a
small regUlating committee composed of
members from both sides of the House,
to which all regulations must be sub- '
mitted before they are given the effect
of law. It might be said that such a
committee would cut across the, policy
of a Government, but I deny that. The
Government never designs regulations.
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They are drawn up by the heads of
Departments or Crown Law officers or
others, who are very skilful at the task.
Such persons understand the intricacies
of legislation and the methods of applying regulations to the various sections
of an Act. Nevertheless, I reiterate that
they are non-elected and do not hold
themselves responsible to the people.
Ever since the Constitution Act was
passed, Victoria has been a progressive
democracy, yet archaic and traditional
me:hods in the design of Bills, ,including
their actual language, continue. As
Parliament becomes busier and busier,
more flesh is added by the public servant
to the " skeletons" of Acts-in the form
of regulations.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-How many of these
regulations are challenged in Parliament?
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-That is the
point I was approaching. How can
any member of Parliament protest
against a regulation? Certainly copies
of them are posted to us and we havp
access to them, but by the time one is
ready to object they have been proclaimed by the Executive Cauncil. No
on2 can enlighten me as to how a
single member of this House can effectively protest against a regulation.
It must not be thought that I
am discussing this matter from a
partx angle.
I assert that the
progress of democracy is being retarded
hl respect of the rights and privileges
of the people whom we represent. Frequently the wor4ing of 'Our Acts is so
antiquated that it cannot be understood
by the ordinary man in the street. Acts
of Parliament are not passed solely for
the benefit of educated classes, such as
university graduates or lawyers; they
are for all men.
I\lany years ago, when education was
not as far advanced at it is to-day, all
Bills were actually read in the House so
that honorable members would know
what they were about to debate. To an
enlightened community our Bills are still
in old-fashioned terms and include many
alleged Latin phrases. If one consults
professors at the University of Mel-
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bourne as to the period of Roman history
in which such symbolisms were used,
one obtains a variaUon of opinion. The
Roman Empire flourished for a considerable period of time ranging from the
early almost mythical days to well into
the Christian era in comparatively
modern history. During that period the
dialects of Rome changed as did our own
tongue between the days or Chaucer
and the present. While these Latin
expressions may sound highfalut·in, and
may be the ideal of some altruistic type
of genius, they are not language by
which people can clearly understand
what is contained in the laws that
Parliament is framing for them.
An easy cure is available. It is only
necessary to elect two members of the
Government party and two memQers of
the Opposition to peruse the regulations.
An exam ina tion of regulations made
under twenty Acts may reveal only
one that is objectionable, but it may
impose a tremendous burden in
legafl costs on persons affected. The
Premier can make his mark by arranging for a modernization of the ancient
verbiage of the law. For interpretation, we rely on able men who
have been brought up in circumstances
entirely divorced from the insecurities
and difficulties of modern life as affecting the ordinary man in the street. I
make this sincere plea, hoping that a
committee of inquiry will be appointed
by the House to investigate the subject
with the object of implementing the
suggestion I have advanced.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-Don't you consider that certain regulations are made
without the authority of Parliament?
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-Exactly. In
my view, there is much presumption in
the writing of regul'ations. In some
instances an Act is such a skeleton that
even a great public servant, a man of
high educational ability and integrity,
has difficulty in putting into effect the
intention of Parliament, and possibly
sometimes he frames regulations giving
effect to his own intentions. At times,
regulations are more emphatic on certain
points than Parliament envisaged when
it passed' the relevant Act.
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I now wish to discuss a few mundane
things of life. To-day a question was
addressed to the Minister of Housing
concerning the housing settlement proposed to be erected in the vicinity of
Dandenong. I trust that the honorable
gentleman will soon supply an answer.
This question was also referred to by
the honorable member for Dandenong.
I take no exception whatever to the
construction of the new settlement. The
honorable member for Dandenong is
righ t in saying tha t building of sa tellite
cities should be encouraged. Under the
principle of town planning, if there is
a sufficiently large green belt be tween
the outer metropolitan areas and the
proposed new settlements, it is all to the
good. However, one question worries
me considerably, namely, how the new
settlement is to be supplied with water.
For years endeavours have been made
by certain members of this Assembly to
solve with the State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission the difficulties of
supplying enough water for the Mornington peninsula, including rural areas.
Those members included the present
member for Gippsland West-not forgetting his predecessor the late Matthew
Bennett-and myself. For years, we
have been" knocked back." It has been
stated, "There is no water available for
the residents in your district." Possibly,
the situation will be all right in the
township of Dandenong, which I do not
represent; but I do represent residents
in nearby country districts. The present water supply is derived from the
Bunyip river, but its catchment area is
not great and, consequently, there is a
real lim ita tion. The rainf.all there is
not high, and it is impossible for all
parts of the Mornington peninsula to be
adequately supplied. The State Rivers
and Water Supply Commission decided
to tap the Tarago river, and Governments for the past five or six years have
been endeavouring to have built a dam
and tunnel for the diversion of water
from that str'eam to augment supplies
to the Mornington peninsula. But that
will not be possible for at least two
years. In the meantime, an immense
settlement is to be erected near
Dandenong.
Sir George Knox.

Debate.

Mr. HAYES.-It will take ten years
to complete it.
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-The water
supply from the source I have mentioned
will not be available for at least two
years and probably three years. Meanwhile, it is proposed to proceed with the
construction of the settlement near
Dandenong. I do not blame the Minister of Housing for that fact; ra ther, I
commend him. If water is to be supplied to these houses, what will be the
position of people for whom the honorable member for Gippsland West and
I have been endeavouring to get supplies for years? Hallam, Narre \-Varren,
and Narre Warren North have a meagre,
Berwick 1S
inefficient water supply.
not so badly off because in that locality
there is an elevated tank. Officer, NarNar-Goon, Pakenham, and Tynong all
scream for water from this one scanty
source.
Sir THOMAS MALTBY.-The city will
be supplied with water.
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-I fear that will
be so, to the detriment of other places.
\iVill tanks be erected at the new houses?
I have had tanks attached to my house
ever since I was a young man. Country
people become used to economizing with
water. To-day, water is supplied by
pipe-line to my property. Many persons
do not understand the use of roof water.
Tiles, whether terra cotta or cemell/" do
not provide a good catchment for roof
water. Clean, galvanized iron, containing no lead, should be used. I warn
the Minister of Housing that in my
opinion he will have trouble on the
question of water supply.
Mr. HAYEs.-The authorities
cerned do not share that view.

con-

Sir GEORGE KNOX.-If that is so,
somebody has been taking us "for a
ride" over the years. The Melbourne
and Metropolitan Board of Works must
augment the supply. Consider the small,
thriving country village of Hampton
Park, situated a few miles from Dandenong. A supply of water is available
within a mile of the township. There
is a stand pipe, but it is necessary for
water to be carted in dry seasons from
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that pipe. We have been told, "You
cannot have the water. It is not available." Nevertheless, the Minister of
Housing states that he has been assured
that there will be an adequate supply.
1 urge him to inquire into this question
thoroughly, otherwise he may be disappointed. Either somebody has misinformed the Minister, or the honorable
member for Gippsland West and I have
been deceived. For years we have been
trying to have water made available in
certain localities.
I do not know
where water will be obtained for thp
new settlement. It is a good thing
that an inquiry is being conducted into
supplies for the Mornington peninsula.
One thing is certain.
Despite the
water available from the Tarago and
Bunyip rivers, and although it is hoped
that the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works will extend its activities
in the districts of Frankston, Carrum,
and Aspendale, which are now under
the jurisdiction of the State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission, there can
never be a surfeit of water on the
Mornington peninsula. The rainfall is
not sufficient and there are not enough
catchment areas available. There can
never be more than a stock and domestic
supply in that district. There will never
be irrigation, even by sprinklers.
I now wish to deal with a subject that
has been evaded by all Governments. I
desire to know what is proposed to be
done to alter our penal code and to get
rid of Pentridge by providing another
gaol elsewhere. In addition to the first
offenders and men and women who have
been imprisoned for some simple misdemeanours, Pentridge is filled with
prisoners whose crimes have filled us
with horror. For their own protection,
as well as to safeguard the community,
those persons must be confined for the
remainder of their lives, without any
hope of remission of their sentences. I
hold no brief for the man who says that
such persons should be released, although
time and altered circumstances may
make it possible to release them. There
are probably 800 to 1,000 prisoners in
Pentridge who, because of the conditions
that obtain at that institution, are being
treated in a way similar to that for
which we have condemned our ancestors.
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VVhen we recall stories of what took
place in the hulks that were anchored
off the shore at Williamstown, the early
importation of criminals to Australia
and occurrences on the south coast of
Tasmania, we say that prisoners must
never receive such treatment again. VVe
regard the stories of Ralph Boldrewo()d
as referring to the dark ages when
people did not understand the laws of
humanity as we know them to-day.
However, in 50 or 100 years from now
we shall be condemned for inaction in
our time and because we did not
endeavour to reform and rehabilitate
prisoners in an adequate manner. I am
not criticizing the present Government
in particular but I do blame the failure
of past Administrations to cope with this
problem. Unfortunately, I do not think
that future Administrations will ensure
the removal of Pentridge-a place with
God's curse on it because of its
inhumanities. The ordinary prisoner is
given no hope for the future.
'Mr. GALvIN.-Have you ever been to
Pentridge?
Sir GEORGE
years ago.

KNOX.-Yes,

some

1V1r. GALvIN.-May I invite the honor:able member to visit Pentridge again
and see what is being done? Members
of the press inspected the work
yesterday.
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-I am prepared
to do so. I am aware of the visit of
representatives of the press, and I know
tha t the Chief Secretary will say that
they returned silent. I emphasize the
fact that I am not criticizing the Chief
Secretary; I have laid the blame at the
feet of all Governments. As Chief Secretary the honorable gentleman is
probably doing a good job.
Mr. GALVIN.-All I have received has
been criticism.
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-The Minister
is at liberty to correct any misunderstanding on my part.
Mr. GALVIN.-Will you pay a visit to
the Pentridge gaol and see for yourself
what is being done there?
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-I shall do so
wi th pleasure.
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Mr. GALVIN.-You should have made
your visit before you offered any
criticism.
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-The Chief
Secretary should not be quite so touchy.
I am not criticizing the honorable gentleman; all I am saying is that the present
system is rotten.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN
(Mr.
COOK).-I ask the honorable member
for Scoresby to ignore interjections.

Sir GEORGE KNOX.-Mr. Acting
Chairman, when the Chief Secretary
becomes wild one gets a little bewildered.
Mr. GALVlN.-You are being hypocritical. You said that nothing had
been done flOr yeaTs, !but I invite you to
visit Pentridge to see what is now being
accomplished.
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-Mr. Whatmore,
the Inspector-General of Penal Establishments' has some ideals regarding prison
reform, but I should like to know how
far the recommendations made by that
officer have been implemented.
Mr. GALVlN.-Visit Pentridge with Mr.
vVhatmore and he will show y10u what
is being done.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN.-Order! I
ask the Chief Secretary to restrain himself and the honorable member for
Scoresby to ignore interjections.
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-I now wish to

me~tion the administration of the egg

Board, which controls a very large
industry. The activitieso.f the poult-ryman in a small way, with 300, 400, or
500 fowls, and the housewife with a
dozen hens are governed by that Board.
Brigadier TOVELL.-What about the
consumers?
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-I shall speak of
them later. If a person buys a bad
egg, it is not obtained direct from a
poultry farm, but from a retailer who
gets his supplies from the egg Board.
If some improvement is not effected the
Board will fall into disrepute. To-day,
with the high prices of feed and other
commodities, the producer is nDt getting
a. fair deal. I think the Chief Secretary
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and the Premier, with whom I had a discussion last night, appreciate the difficulties of the Board, and realize the chaos
that is arising within the industry. I
ask that a committee of inquiry be
appointed to make an invesotigation to
ascertain what is wrong. Producers are
now unable to sell their products in
overseas markets. Great Britain will
not take Australian eggs at the price
tha t is being asked for them. Therefore, if poultry farmers are to be saved
from bankruptcy a campaign will have
to be undertaken to educate the public
to use more egg.s per head than they are
at present consuming. The Chief Secretary knows a great deal about this
subject, and that is understandable as
about one-third of the total egg output
is produced in the Bendigo district.
I shall now mention some matters
relating to the Railway Department, and
I do so with feelings of regret. Last
week one of my constituents, a farmer
at Cranbourne, received two trucks of
polled beef cattle, from which the calves
had been taken at the station of
consignment-50 or 60 miles from ,Melbourne. The cattle were trucked to the
Cranbourne railway station, which is
about 31 miles from Melbourne. The
owner received a telegram informing him
that the cattle were being shunted
through Newport. He found that on
arrival at their destination the calves
were in good condition, but f0r no apparent reason there were two dead
beef cows in the truck. The animals
had not been killed by horning because,
as I have said, the cat-tle wer~ polled.
However, they had been knocked about
very badly during transit and the remaining cattle, on being unloaded from the
truck, were found to be in a very bad
condition, bewildered and staggering. I
do not know how trucks are shunted or
whether the injury was caused to the
cattle by shunting.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-The trucks should not
be shunted, but dropped; there is a proper
way of doing that.
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-Apparently, my
constituent has little if any redress. Why
is it possible for these incidents to occur
on the railways? Appeals are constantly
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being made in an effort to induce the
public to make greater use of railway
services. Some rather insidious charges
have been imposed on road transport,
possibly for the purpose of diverting
business to the railways to augment t:ailway revenue. However, that is not the
point I desire to discuss at the moment.
If the goodwill of the public is to be
won, the railways must provide a firstclass service both for passengers and the
carriage of goods. Unless the Department can carry goods without damaging
them, it cannot expect even to retain
its business, let alone increase it. The
railways must also endeavour to
elimInate undue delays in the transport
of goods.
Mr. BOLT-E.-How long did it take the
two trucks to arrive at Cranbourne?
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-I think the
trucks had been in transit for less than
24 hours, because the calves were all in
good condition when they arrived at
Cranbourne. The owner of the cattle
has lodged a claim for compensation with
the railways, but it appears to be the
practice of the Department to haggle
and argue the point over a long period.
Frequently, many months elapse before
a claim is settled.
Mr. SHi<JPHERD.-At this stage, we
can only guess as to the result of the
claim.
Sir GEORGE KNOX.-That is true.
The railways should endeavour to
please their customers. If it is proved
that this man's cattle were killed as the
result of their handling by the railways, he should be granted compensation, and the Department should endeavour to publicize the fact that it has
amply compensated the owner.
It
should try to use the incident as an
example of the way in which it trie~
to give satisfaction to its clients. The
Department should broadoast the fact
that it wishes to have the custom of
passengers and consignees of goods.
At any railway station one will sep
a sheet of by-laws exhibited in a panel.
These by-laws have probably been in
existence for 50 or 60 years. They were
probably framed by a clerk whom we
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would not now regard as an educated
person, yet these examples of the magnificence of railway law stare passengers
in the face every time they enter
railway premises. They declare that
passengers may not do this and may not
do something else. If the railways wish
to succeed in popularizing their services, they should endeavour to court
the goodwill of the travelling public.
There is room for the railways in this
State. I want a new railway in my
mountain electorate.
The Government promised to provide
£100,000 during the current financial
year for the construction of a broadgauge railway from Upper Ferntree
Gully to Gembrook, but it is disappointing to all concerned to learn that
the promised financial provision has not
been made to enable the work to be
undertaken this year. All residents in
that part of my electorate are very
disappointed.
The running of the
little "Puffing Billy" over the narrowgau~e line from Upper Ferntree Gully
to Gembrook has been discontinued and
that attraction apparently has gone for
all time. The little train was beloved
by all children-and many adults alsowho at any time travelled on it.
I repeat that the Government promised
to provide a new broad-gauge service in
place of the narrow-gauge line and for
tha t purpose it said it would allocate
£100,000 to enable the work to be commenced this year. That promise was made
to the Honorable R. R. Rawson and the
HonoI'able G. L. Chandler of the Legislative Council and myself .at a deputation
to the Minister of Transport. I am sure
that the Minister made the statement in
good faith, but it is most disappointing
that the hopes of the people, which had
been brought to such a high pitch of
expectancy, are not to be fulfilled.
The Government ended the last financial year with a surplus and it is
budgeting for a bigger surplus at the
end of the current twelve months. I
do not blame the Premier for allocating
the available funds on the basis of an
expected surplus at the end of the year,
as it is necessary to arrange finance to
meet possible emergencies, but I contend that it would have been possible
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to honour the promise that was given
by the Minister of Transport for the provision of £100,000 to enable the construction of the broad-gauge line into the
Dandenongs to be commenced.
Mr. STODDART (Gippsland North).
-My contribution to this Budget debate
will be as brief as possible. Much
ground has already been covered,
so there is not a great deal left to
be said at this stage. First, I want to
point out that in 1952 the Labour party
promised the Victorian people stability
and sound government, particularly on
the financial side. No one can truthfully say that that promise has not been
fulfilled. Two or three weeks ago, t:le
press was full of the promises of the
Right Honorable "Bob" Menzies and
what he has done in the Federal sphere.
I want it noted that this Victorian
Government has fulfilled its promises to
the people of Victoria in no uncertain
manner by bringing financial stability to
the State. In the early stages of this
debate, we heard a lot of destructive
criticism from Opposition speakers, and
it has been left to the tail-enders like
the honorable member for Benalla to
put forward constructive suggestions. I
thought that the intelligence of members
of the Opposition was so high that any
criticism they might have to offer would
have been construotive, but I was disappointed. If honorable members read
Hansard or have good memories, they
will know that the constructive side of
the Budget debate from Opposition members has been contributed by later
speakers only. Of the earlier Opposition
speakers, I mention the honorable member· for Benambra. I do not know to
what sections of the Budget he related
his remarks, but what he endeavoured to
do, as always, was to try to link the
Labour party with the Kremlin. I do
not think any sensible members of the
Opposition will go so far as to say that
members on the Government side of the
House are as bad as that. Personally, I
resent the honorable member's remarks
most strongly, and I know that my colleagues do so, too. The honorable member's contribution, however, was typical
of the standard of the debate from the
Opposition side in the early stages. Had
the honorable member for Benambra
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men tioned the condition of some of the
roads in parts of the snow country, I
think the Committee would have taken
his remarks as being constructive, because we all know that he is an expert
skier.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-He was skating on
thin ice.
'
Mr. STODDART.-I do not think that
he was on ice; he was on a " red" field.
I shall now ,analyze some sections of the
Budget. I intended to say quite a lot
about the entertainments tax, but as
Opposition members have admitted that
the Government's action will be of benefit to the people, I need say no more
on that subject. The honorable member
for Dandenong outlined how the concessions proposed by the yovernment
would affect racing clubs. As a' nonpunter, I did view the abolition of the
winning bets tax with favour. I agree
that it will be a valuable concession to
members of the racing fraternity.
I now wish to refer briefly to the
Railway Department. Much has been
said about the alleged inefficiency of
the railways, and I want Opposition
members to bear in mind the fact that
this Government has been in office only
since 1952. I think it will be agreed that
great improvements have Ibeen effected
in the railways since 1952. One has
only to look at the position in Gippsland where tremendous improvements
have taken place. The first step forward
was the introduction of diesel locomotives. To-day, we see the electrification of 65 miles of line in that a'rea. By
this time next year, 100 miles of track
will have been electrified. I am sure
that members will agree with me when
I say that that will be the longest section
of electrifica tion of any line in the world.
Mr. RYLAH.-Surely the Government
is not taking credit for all this development? .
Mr. STODDART.-The Government is
putting these improvements into operation. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition shows by his smirk and his smile
that what I am saying is correct. He
cannot deny the fact that the Opposition has made no constructive criticism
of the Budget.
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Mr. RYLAH.-Even Ministers have
given credit to some previous Governments.
STODDART.-The
Victorian
Mr.
press has commented most favourably
on the Budget introduced by this
Government, yet the Opposition has
tried to criticize it unfavourably.
Mr. RYLAH.-I was referring to the
railway line to Warragul.
Mr. STODDART.-As I said, the proposal is to continue the electrification of
the line to Traralgon.
I agree that
freight rates form one contentious
feature of railway operations, and I
should like a great reduction made.
However, it is the responsibility of the
Government of the day to endeavour to
ensure that the railways pay their way,
no matter which party is in office.
It has always to be· borne in mind
that public money is involved.
If
farmers were to make more use of the
railways for the transport of their produce, I am sure that that would lead to
a reduction in rail freights.
Mr. RYLAH.-That applies only to
areas where lines have not been closed.
can
see
Mr. STODDART.-One
potatoes being transported by road to
black markets, and one knows that
farmers send a lot of light goods by
motor-truck, leaving to the railways·
their heavy produce, the freight on which
by road is very high. One cannot have
his cake and eat it too, and that is why
I say that greater co-operation would
in many cases bring increased revenue
to the railways, leading to a reduction
of freight charges. The proposal in the
Budget to set up a fund for the abolition
vf level crossings ha's not been criticized.
The increase of £897,000 in the Education Department grant is a wonderful
gesture. In the previous Budget, the
Government
promised to
increase
education facilities throughout the
State, and that promise has been kept.
Where there has been vast development
--particularly in the Latrobe Valleygreat strides have been made with
education facilities, and I congratulate
the Minister of Education on the work
that has been done by his Department.
Session 1954.-[40]
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Not only have we seen schools set up
in newly developed areas, but old schools
have been modernized, and I am sure
that the Education Department will
spend the additional money wisely. Staff
inspectors in the area are now saying
that, for the first ,time in the history of
their job, they are getting something.
The present Government is fulfilling
another promise by providing all the
educational facilities that can be made
available throughout the State. Parties
represented by the present Opposition
had been in power in Victoria for a
great number of years but chaotic conditions existed when the Labour party
took over. The present Government has
corrected .some of those conditions and
has promised to go still further; the
people have confidence that it w~ll do s.o.
r am convinced that Labour WIll be ill
power when the next Parliament is elected, because Labour is fulfilling the
expectations of people all over the State.
Great changes have been brought about
in the Latrobe V'alley. In 1952, there was
despondency in my own area. People
were leaving their jobs; there were
vacant Housing Commission homes.
But the present Government has brought
inspiration back to the people of Gippsland, particularly in the industrial section. I do not want the Country party or
the Liberal and Country party to think
it is 'a unit on its own. I hear talk of
the man on the land being the backbone
of this State, but all the people and all
the parties a're units of a whole. I say
to Opposition members, "Do not kid
yourselves, because you belong to the
Country party or the Liberal and Country
party, that you are the salvation of
Australia." I belong to the Labour party
but I do not say that its members are
the salvation of Australia. It is by a
combination of unity and sound reasoning that the Governments of Australia
have advanced so far -to-day. None of us
is a paragon {)f virtue; we all have to
learn. To-day, I re~at, the Government
of Victoria has put confidence and inspiration back into the people of the great
Latrobe Valley, not only of the industrial
section but of the rural communities as
well, because the man on the land knows
that his produce is needed to feed the
people of the whole Latrobe Valley.
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If honorable members gD tD that area
tD-day they will see a renewed spirit
of confidence. The people are going
about their jobs with initiative and
energy, and that ,can only be put to the
credit 'Of the present Government. I
hope before long a large party 'Of members will visit the Latrobe Valley so
that they may see for themselves the
prDgress being made by the Gas and
Fuel Corporation. Members will be able
to see a different picture from that of
twelve months ago when briquette factDries were standing in idleness on the
hillside. Members will be struck by the
progress being made to-day under the
guidance and inspiration of the Labour
Government. In this connexion, I commend t'O their attention recent authoritative statements in connexion with the
manufacture of coke from brown coal.

The hon'Orable member for Ballarat
has commented on the policy of decentralization. In this connexion, much is
being done by the Government but
possibly something further can be
achieved; we can always do more. I
invite members to look at the activities,
under decentralization, n'Ot only at
Ballarat but also in my particular area,
where greater efforts are required in
the establishment or development of
light domestic industries. We have
heard the story of the operations of the
Linley Shoe Company and have been
told that in a short time it will be
employing between 50 and 60 girls. I
mention this because the honorable
member for Ballarat, referring to that
matter, emphasized the help given by
the Government to firms in Ballarat and
Moe as well as to its offer of aid to an
electrical firm which is considering
establishing itself in the Gippsland area.
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1946, in my own home t'Own, there were
only 1,200 people where there are nDW
12,000. The population of Morwell has
increased from about 2,000 to 11,000 and
that of Tr'aralgon has advanced also.
The, industries being carried on in the
last-mentioned area are mainly those of
the Gas and Fuel Corporation and the
State Electricity Commission, but young
people on leaving school cannot obtain
en1l.ployment with the Commission. We
must therefore encourage the establishment of light industries in that part of
the State, where electrical energy is produced for industrial purposes. In any
part of the world where such energy is
available at its source, it is provided
more cheaply than elsewhere.
I should like the Minister in Charge of
Electrical Undertakings, and Cabinet
generally, to consider the declarati'On of
an area within 20 miles of Yallourn and
permit power to be provided there at
a cheaper rate than in the metropolitan
area.
That would give a greater
inducement to the establishment of
manufactures. During the war many
establishments were set up in the
country because of the state of the
labour market in Melbourne. Labour
was then hard to obtain, whereas to-day
labour is more easily available in Melbourne. For that reason amongst others
greater inducements should be offered
manufacturers to set up industries in
'country areas, particularly in the
Latrobe Valley. In that con,nexi'On, consideration should be given to a further
reduction of the electrical tariff to offset
the cost of transporting raw materials.

Another matter which I desire to mention briefly, and which has not yet been
touched upon during the debate, is the
wonderful work of the Minister 'Of
I am gratified that the Government Public Works in conjunction with the
has promised these industrial concerns Country Roads Board. An inspection
the same help as has been provided for of the highways and byways reveals
the Linley Shoe Company. However, the extent of their good work. A wonderful job has been done on the Prince's
stil~ greater encouragement is needed
for business men to establish 'their Highway, right through to the New
activities in rural areas. Although finan- South Wales border, in the widening of
cial assistance may be granted in the narrow sections and the eliminating of
founding of country industries, that is rough bends. I would be remiss if I
not enough. In the area of the Latrobe failed to refer to the improvements that
Valley there are now almost 40,000 . have been made to other Victorian roads.
people. It is amazing to recall that in I regard the Omeo Highway as the most
Mr. Stoddart.
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I next direct attention to the unsatisscenic thoroughfare in Victoria, and I
am sure the honorable member for factory condition of court-houses in
Gippsland East win concur. Twelve many country districts. I believe ,that
months ago a traveller who left Bairns- provision should have been made in the
dale and journeyed through Bruthen to Budget for the re-establishment of
Omeo would have had to traverse a nar- courts of petty sessions in rural disrow, unsealed, and hazardous road which tricts, particularly because of the vast
made the trip a veritable" nightmare." developments that are takfng place and
About th'ree weeks 'agoO, I travelled over the consequent growth of population in
the road a distance of 90 mUes from country areas. At Morwell, 1,468 cases
Bairnsdale to Omeo and found that the were heard from January to September
major portion of it is being sealed and of this year. Proceedings were conwidened. The Olympic Games will be ducted in the supper room at the shire
conducted in Melbourne during 1956, hall.
and I believe that our scenic attractions
Mr. SHEPHERD.-A similar position
should be widely advertised so that
at Sunshine.
obtains
visitors may learn what Victoria has to
offer. In that regard, I commend to
Mr. STODDART.-Possibly the Minismembers two booklets, namely, The ter of Education will agree' that better
State of the Golden Future and Under facilities should be provided for the conSouthern Skies.
duct of court proceedings. I have been
I direct the 'attention of the Minister unable to ascertain the age of 'the old
of Publi'C W'orks to what are possibly courthouse at Moe because no living
the best snowfields in Australia, namely, resident can remember when it was
those in the regions of Omeo, Mount built. One corner is supported by a
Hotham, 'and Mount Baw Baw. Recently, couple of 3-in. x 2-in. buttresses, which
I asked a divisional engineer of the prevent it from falling down. DurCountry Roads Board at Omeo whether ing the current year, more than 800
it would be practicable to visit the snow cases have been heard in that building,
country; 'and he replied in the affirma- which is also used as a polling booth.
tive. Arrangements were made for my Its condition reflects no credit on the
wife and myself to make the trip. The Law Department.
Country Roads Board made available a
Mr. McDoNALD.-You should insist on
driver and a blitz wagon, which was
the
Treasurer doing something to'
not particularly comfort'able. We proceeded a short distance beyond Cobun- remedy the position.
gra. The road was in ,an appalling
Mr. STODDART.-I shall do my best
condition for the last 9 miles; only a in ,that regard. There has been some
blitz wagon or an Army tank could discussion about the proposal of the
negotiate it. If the last 9 miles could Housing Commission to construct a
be metalled, 'it would be possible to housing· settlement at Dandenong.
reach the top of Mount Hotham at any Frankly, I commend the Minister of
time of the year.
Housing and the Housing Commission
What is 'possibly the deepest snowfield for the job they propose to tackle at
in Australia is located at Mount Baw Dandenong. The erection of houses in
Baw, which is relatively close to Mel- that district will bring about a natural
bourne. The road to it commences at process of slum reclamation, because
Moe, passes through Tanjil Bren, and workers will be taken from the metroter.minates at Tutton's Mill. The distance polis to the fringe of Gippsland. I sugfrom there to the summit of Mount Baw gest, however, that although there is a
Baw is only 3 miles, but the time occu- howl for slum reclamation, the Minister
pied for the journey is three hours and a of Housing should consider carefully the
half. This field compares favourably with needs of invalid and old-age pensioners.
many in Switzerland, and I am certain
I am pleased that the Minister of Housthat, if the hoOnorable member for ing is present because I wish to suggest
Benam'bra were now in the Chamber, that out of the £7,000,000 to be spent at
he would agree with me.
Dandenong
£1,000,000
be devoted
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towards the erection in that area of
small tliree-roomedunits for the housing
of old-age and invalid pensioners. Some
mon ths ago the scurrilous rag already
mentioned during this debate reported
that there were empty Housing Commission dwellings in the Moe and Morwell areas. ~s a result at that time a
number of old people approached me to
ascertain the possibility of obtaining
such a house. A total of nearly 4,000
houses have been erected by the Commission in Morwell and Moe, and quite
a number of old-age pensioners have
been allotted homes in those estates. In
most cases very high rents were applicable to such dwellings and the Government, in order to give the pensioners
tenancy at 12s. a week, must have made
appropriate book entries to cover the
difference. The need of old-age pensioners . in this direction is very real,
and the provision of three-roomed units
at Dandenong will materially assist.
How many honorable members have had
the experience of endeavouring to find
a home for an old couple? I assert that
the Housing Commission can provide
homes for many of them now. Threeroomed units, comprising kitchen, bedroom and living-room, could be constructed So as to be available at a low
rental, but they should not be a shoddy
job. If my suggestion is adopted slum
reclamation and fulfilment of the needs
of old people can be effected at the same
time. The air is good at Dandenong, the
entrance to Gippsland, where the sun
shines and the birds sing. Although
there is a country environment, it is
only 6 or 7 miles to the seaside, and the
Brotherhood of St. Laurence has a home
situated nearby.
The proposed Dandenong scheme is a
good one. The honorable member for
Dandenong mentioned the vast establishment of industry in the area. The
Government is not forcing industry to go
there; it has gone there because it
realizes the advantages to be gained.
General Motors-Holden's own 92 acres
adjacent to the properties of the Heinz
and the International Harvester companies.
The Government has been
accused of intending to build homes for
large firms such as those. That is not
true. The Government is building homes
Mr. Stoddart.
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for workers who will probably work in
Approximately
such establishments.
half of the people of Melbourne live
south of the Yarra. The development of
Dandenong will prove a boon to Melbourne because it will assist the traffic
problem discussed by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition. Why do chaotic traffic
conditions obtain in Melbourne? It is
because people from outlying districts
come to and pass through Melbourne
when travelling to localities on the other
side of the metropolis. Surely it is
elementary that the development of the
city of Dandenong with the establishment of great industries there will keep
a good deal of traffic from the city.
Before concluding I should like to discuss a subject that has not been
tackled by any honorable member in this
debate. I refer to the amending liquor
legislation introduced by the Government during the last session. The
amendments contained in the Bill then
debated were contentious, and Opposition members offered much criticism of
the proposed extension of the law relating to liquor.
Mr. McDoNALD.-More betting and
booze!
STODDART. - The
present
Mr.
Gpvernment did something which the
Government led by the honorable member for Shepparton was never game to
do. Recent press reports have indicated
the results of the extension of the liquor
law as experienced in Mildura. Generally
speaking, the people and hotel proprietors there are quite happy with the
new legislation; People have not taken
undue advantage of the extension of
privileges, and by way of comparison I
shall mention my observations' during
a recent visit to Queensland. I was
particularly interested in the liquor laws
of that State. I made a round of the
hotels, which trade from 10 a.m. to
10 p.m., to ascertain conditions, and was
pleasantly surprised at the manner in
which they are conducted. If the
Government proposes to make further
amendments to the Victorian liquor
laws, I suggest that hotels should open
at 10 a.m., close at 6 p.m., reopen at
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7.30 p.m., and close at 10 p.m. I consider that adoption of this course would
solve the liquor problem.
Mr. R. T. WHITE.-Do you suggest
that small businesses should do similarly?
Mr. STODDART.-I am not discussing that subject. I do not favour
radical changes, but I feel that our
system must evolve because it is only
by gradual education that progress can
be achieved. Any sudden 'al tera tion of
an established system of living creates
chaos. If the Government intends to
extend the liquor laws, I recommend
that hotelkeepers should observe the
hours I have outlined.
I trust that the suggestions I have
made will be regarded by the Government as constructive. I am amazed that
the only Opposition members to submit
praiseworthy proposals were those who
recently addressed the Committee. Their
colleagues who spoke earlier in the
deba te were merely critical. It is easy
to criticize without being constructive.
I commend the Government upon its
wonderful Budget, which has been acclaimed generally by the people of the
State. The press is not very favourably
disposed towards a Labour Government
in Victoria, but on this occasion I thank
the newspapers for the manner in which
they appraised the Budget. Members
on the other side of the Chamber have
voiced poor opposition to the best
Budget that has been produced in this
State.
Mr. MIBUS (Borung).-If repetition
can be a form of emphasis, I, too, shall
refer to our transport system and indicate how the costs of production and
the cost of living have been increased
over the years because of rises in freight
charges and severe restrictions imposed
on road transport. The most notable
omission from the Budget is the complete absence of proposals by the
Government to lead the way, as it were,
in bringing about a lowering of costs
of production of prim'ary producers.
Repeatedly, I have heard the Premier
and the Minister of Agriculture state
tha tit is necessary for the ma~ on the
land to reduce his costs of production.
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Mr. MCCLURE.-Is not that a sound
policy?
Mr. MIBUS.-It is very sound, but it
seems to be the opinion of some persons
that measures to reduce costs of production must be taken only by the
primary producers themselves.
Mr. STONEHAM.-Reductions must be
made by every industry.
Mr. MIBUS.-In what manner can the
producer reduce costs? Is it by working more diligently than hitherto, when
the accepted principle of working conditions seems to be 40 hours a week,
or is it suggested that the primary producer is inefficient and employs wasteful
methods? If that is the opinion, let it
be expressed. It is elementary that the
cnly costs over which the primary producer has any control are those attachable to his own diligence and efficiency.
One of the principal contributing factors
to costs of production is the incidence
of high freight rates and restrictions on
motor transport.
·Mr. MCCLuRE.-What about the 80,000
permits for motor transports?
Mr. MIBUS.-I shall refer to those in
due course. The transport policy of the
Government is vitally and· detrimentally
affecting not only the primary producers
and other rural dwellers but also the
whole economy of the State. As in every
other country in the world, transport
plays a major part in all that we produce and use. It has a heavy impact
on the price of commodities, and it has
a profound effect on the na tional
economy. So-called attempts to regulate
transport have been made over the years
in Victoria. I blame not only the present
Government but others as well. Those
attempts to regulate and co-ordinate
transpart have been ·completely farcical.
It is suggested that the purpose of the
Transport Regulation Board is to regula,te transport. The name connotes that
it is a Board for that purpose; but the
absurd position is that it has little or no
power over the railways and the tramways-its activities are solely concerned
with curbing motor transport. Since its
formation, every amending transport
Act passed by Parliament and every
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regulation issued by the Board has been
punitive and repressive to motor transport.
Mr. BOLTE.-Thou shalt not!
Mr. MIBUS.-Exactly. Worse still,
the Board has become a taxmg 'authority.
As revealed by an answer furnished to
a question I asked in the House last
week, the revenue of the 'Transport
Regulation Board during last financial
year was £888,.165, and administrative
costs amounted to £286,020. It is estimated that the amount to be distributed
to municipalities will be £60,045. This
sum is not allotted Lfor road making but
to compensate councils for disabilities
suffered because of the operations of the
Board.
The balance-the sum of
£477,413-is to be transferred to Consolidated Revenue. I contend that the
time has arrived for a courageous
Government to transfer these funds to
the Country Roads Board for the building of roads.
Mr. McDoNALD.-This Government,
which has millions of pounds at its disposal, could afford to do that.
Mr. MIBUS.-In my opinion, the
Government should have transferred
some of the money to the Country Roads
Board for the building of ,roads.
Mr. BOLTE.-Conversely, there could
have been a reduction in the fees charged.
Mr. MIBUS.-That is so. It is interesting to note the increased revenue obtained
by the Transport Regulation Board from
the issue of permits; In 1945-:46 a sum
of £18,000 was obtained from the levying of permit fees; in 1946-47, the
amount was £32,000; in 1947-48,
£73,000; in 1948-49, £75,000; in 1949-50,
£121,000; in 1950-51, £130,000; in 195152, £442,000; in 1952-53, £358,000' and
in 1953-54, £515,000. I would poi~t out
that permits are issued because the
railways ·cannot, or will not, handle certain classes of goods. The revenue obtained from permit fees represents the
levies on road hauliers for the so-called
privilege of carrying goods that the railways cannot, or will not, handle. It is
difficult to imagine a more vicious form
of class taxation
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I could cite many examples of the
injustices suffered by road hauliers and
country dwellers generally because of
the rigid restriction on the type of goods
permitted to be handled by carriers.
However, I shall give only one example.
Because some farmers close t'O the town
sold their cows or could not be bothered
milking them, there was a shortage of
milk in Warra~knabeal. The ente~pris
ing young man who had been delivering
milk to householders decided to supplement local supplies with milk from
Ballarat and Melbourne, and purchased
a motor truck for that purpose. As
his business grew he was asked to Ihring
additional milk to Horsham, Stawell,' and
Ararat, and then he was requested TO
supply milk to various schools throughout the Wimmera. However, he was
informed by the Education Department
tha t he would be required to pick up
milk every day for delivery to the schools
instead of holding it in the cool stores at
Warracknabeal. For that purpose he
purchased another truck.
He now
operates one truck to Melbourne and the
other truck back to Warra-ckna1beal each
day, but the vehicles are operating only
half loaded. Because of the rigid restriction of the types of goods that he is
permitted to cart by road, he will be
compelled, in the near future, to sell one
vehicle, and, ,as a result, thousands of
school children in the Wimmera will not
receive supplies of milk.
Rail freights have an effect on the cost
of road construction works in country
areas. For instance, in the Wimmera
region the ~verage rail freight on bitumen is 33 per cent. of the cost of the
material, and the maximum rate to the
most distant centre is 41 per cent. The
average freight rate for ta'r is 24 per
cent. of the cost of material, and to
the most distant centre it is 44.5 per
ce!lt. For mineral aggregate used in
road construction, the average cost ()f
freight is 160 per cent. of the cost of
material, and the maximum freight
charged is 235 per cent. The cost of
one mile of typical initial sealing work·
at Stawell, which is the nearest centre
in the region where aggregate and tar
are readily available, is £980, but at
Kaniva, which is 122! miles away, th'e
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cost of construction is £1,340 a mile.
That increased cost of £360 is the direct
result of the rail freight rates. Those
charges were increased substantially jn
October, 1951, and in August, 1952. The
average cost of aggregate transported by
rail to various centres was 55s. 9d. per
cubic yard prior to 1951, whereas it is
now 74s. 1d. The cost of transporting
aggregate to the same localities by road
is 59s. 11d. a cubic yard. It will be seen
that the additional average cost of the
work when material is transported by
rail instead of by roa~ is £140 a mile. An
anomaly exists in the freight charges for
the transport of tar and bitumen. Bo~h
commodities are forwarded in 44-gallon
containers and the weights are almost
identical. If the freight rate on bitumen
was the same as that for tar the reduction in the cost of material would average
£40 a mile. The figures showing how
rail freights affect the cost of road construction make interesting reading.
I should now like to read a letter
which indicates the negligence of the
Railway Department in the transport of
livestock. A couple of weeks ago it
was written to me by a firm of stock
and station agents in Horsham, and 'it
reads as followsDear Sir,
. This company loaded sheep at Nhill as
Instructed by the railways at 6 p.m. on
Tuesday evening, August 10.
They were loaded for the train timed to
leave at 5.30 a.m. the following morning.
On arrival in Horsham at 5.30 p.m. on
the Wednesday night, one sheep was found
to be dead and twenty others were down.
The sheep .were in a shocking state, many
lame and crIppled. and carried an appearance of having been shunted at every
station on the 40 miles journey to Horsham.

The journey of 40 miles from Nhill to
Horsham occupied twelve hours.
I
could quote many other cases of negligence by the railways.
I desire now to direct attention to the
.high cost of freight for the oartage
of wheat. As an item in the total cost
of the production of wheat, the freight
charge is crippling.' It is not generally
known that freight charges absorb the
value of one bag of wheat out of every
beven bags of wheat that a farmer sells.
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It is high time that the Government took

positive action' to reduce the cost of
production and the cost of living for
rural dwellers.
Much has been said in the past in support of the argument that the taxpayers' investment of £75,000,000 in the
Victorian railways must be protected,
but little has ever been said concerning
the capital invested in vehicles and plant
used for road haulage. According to
statistics, 57,488 goods vehicles were
licensed last year in Victoria.
That
number does not include approximately
10,000 licences issued for vehicles used
by primary producers. Assuming that
the drivers of those 57,488 goods vehicles
each received the minimum award rate
of £10 a week, the annual wages bill
\i\'ould approximate £13,000,000. I have
made my calculations on a very low
basis. Suppose, also, that each vehicle
was of the smaller type, costing about
£l,OOO-many of them would cost
£4,000 or £5,000-the value of such
approximately
vehicles
would
be
£66,000,000. To that cost one could add
the value of many other types of motor
vehicles, such as taxi-cabs and hire cars
generally.
The manufacture and distribution of
car batteries, spare parts, tires, petrol
and oil are directly connected with road
transport. One would not be wrong in
saying that hundreds of millions of
pounds are invested in road transport
directly and indirectly. I believe that
an adequate transport system, commensurate with the needs of mdustry and
necessary for the development of the
State, can be provided only by, firstly,
increasing the over-all efficiency o.f the
railway system and, secondly, by a
proper and common-sense -classification
of goods and services.
The sitting was s'USpended at 5.55 p.m.
until 7.17 p.m.

Mr. D'ARCY (Grant).-At the outset,
I should like to join my colleagues on
the Government side of the Chamber in
paying tribute to the Premier and Treasurer on the very fine Budget he has
brought down. It reflects his long experience in thi.s Parliament which has
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enabled him to bring down such a sane
Budget and thus put the State back on
to a sound financial basis. After listening to my party being criticized by the
Opposition as being a party that is not
country-minded, I would remind Opposition members not only of legislation
which the Labour Government has introduced in the past that has been of
benefit to the country, but I also
point out to them that in the present
Budget every consideration has been
given by the Treasurer Lo the needs of
country people as well as city people.
I have the privilege of belonging to a
party that legislates for and thinks in
terms of the welfare of the people as a
whole. I fully realize, as does my party,
that primary producers must be encouraged so that the Government can build
on a firm foundation so as to benefit the
workers of the State. Being a primary
producer, I have taken a keen interest
in the legislation brought down by the
Labour party. Strangely enough, when
Labour is in office in its own right,
primary producers are always placed in
a sound position.
Mr. RYLAH.-Will the honorable member for Grant refer to the transport Bill
that was brought in last session-not
the one that was passed, but the one that
was withdrawn?
Mr. D'.AlRCY.-I will mention that
later. During the long period that the
Country party dominated the politics of
this State, there was greater centralization in the city of Melbourne and a
greater drift of people from the country
to the city than at any other time in our
history. Of course, we cannot hold the
Country party Government responsible
for the depression, but at least we can
say that it did not legislate in an attempt
to stop the drift to the city. In those
days, nothing was done about decentralization. Nothing was done about land
settlement in an endeav()ur to hold farmers and farmers' sons who drifted from
the major primary industries into city
factor'ies, despite the fact that we
depended then, as we depend now, on
prim::l.ry products for our national
wealth. During the period to which I
reier, many country towns became ghost
towns and land 'aggrE:!gation went on
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apace. As a consequence, to-day we have
landowners with far more land than
they need for their own livelihood, and
because of the lack of the type of legislation to which I have referred, many
people have been deprived of the opportuni ty of engaging in primary production. Nothing was needed more in those
days than a policy of land settlement.
I remind members of the Country
party that a Labour Government was
responsible for a measure that is recognized to-day as something vital in the
interests of posterity. I refer -to the Soil
Conservation Act, to which the Country
party objected and fought in Parliament. The Soil Conservation Authority
was set up by the previous Cain Government on the 29th April, 1947, and nobody
can truthfully say that a party which
introduced such a reform is not countryminded. The Labour party is definitely
country-minded in its desire to preserve
the land for the farmer who is prepared
to farm it but who has, I am sorry to say,
abused it in the past and made such
legislation necessary. Another Bill was
introduced in 1946 to aid farmers in
regard to water supplies and drainage-the Farm Water Supplies and Drainage
Advances Bill. I know that many people
on the land ·took advantage of that legislation to secure an adequate water
supply. Yet the Labour party is criticized as being a party standing for
city interests alone. The Land Settlement Bill introduced by this Government
has been recognized as being one of the
best land settlement measures. Legislation has also been introduced by this
Government to give soldier settlers an
excellen t chance. of gaining an equity in
the 1and they farm. Another Bill introduced by this Government was the Cooperation Bill. That has been referred
to as a socialistic measure, but strangely
enough, the Country party, which has
criticized the Labour party so much and
called it a Socialist party, is in favou~
of the legislation. The Labour party
can claim to be the first party in this
State to have placed orderly marketHlg
among the planks of its platform.
Sir ALBERT LIND.-But the Labour
party did nothing about it.
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proceeds, fewer and fewer owners remain. We of the Labour party believe
that, to give democracy its true and
sound basis and a wider expression so
that people can enjoy the freedoOm for
which private enterprise cries so much,
Sir ALBERT LIND.-It will still be on we must strive for freedom for the
your platform at the crack of doom.
masses of the people. It is only by means
of our socialistic policy that we can aim
Mr. D'ARCY.-In that connexion, I to stop the on-march of monopolistic
migh t refer to the Federal Labour capitalism and give the people their just
Government led by the late John Curtin. right of ownership and ,achieve the
During war-time, that Government widest distribution of ownership in this
brought in the best form of orderly country.
marketing this country has seen.
Orderly marketing as envisaged by the
I do not mind criticism provided it is
Labour party is designed to help the just. Opposition members are in this
primary producers to get the merchants House to criticize the Governmen t ; bu t
off their backs. The merchants have when they criticize dishonestly and try
been bleeding the primary producers as toO use that criticism politically for their
well as consumers. It is evident from own gains-saying that our party is a
press reports that the public considers party designed to rob the people oj
the Budget to be sound and that it does property by nationalizing everything-l
not attempt to eliminate country in- for one will never stand for such an
terests. It is well known that the present untruth to be told. The masses of the
Government has introduced many people in this country can only look to
schemes for the advancement of agricul- the Labour party if they desire fair
ture in the State in an endeavour to dealing.
help the man on the land. It has recomI have no feeling of shame in being
menced water supply schemes which were
held up and has also gone ahead with called a Socialist. If Socialism stands
the extension of electrici ty services for the broadening of the basis of demothroughout the country. People in Mel- cracy so that more people can enjoy
bourne and in the main provincial towns freedom, I stand for it all" the time.
have had such amenities for many years, I have tasted the privilege of ownership
but the development that is now taking and, since I know that that is right for
place is designed to extend those ser- my fellow men, I stand to secure it for
them. I believe that people who work
vices to people in the rural areas.
in industry have the right and should
While we are criticized as a socialistic have the feeling of ownership. They
party, this is the occasion for me to say
a few words regarding Labour's should have some say and a share in the
socialistic policy. That is designed for profits and management of industry.
a specific purpose, equivalent to the When that comes about we shall have
orderly marketing policy which is part eliminated the great industrial strife
of our platform, and it is to protect that disturbs every community because
people against the avaricious money- man is deprived of his just right.
power merchants who have exploited
There are very high 'and grand prinboth the farmer and the consumer down ciples in which we as Christian people
the years. We, as a party, representing
the masses of the people, fully realize believe. We hear the expressions" Do
just where this capitalistic order is head- unto others as you would that they
ing. The free order of democracy is should do to you"; "Live and let live."
drifting far from the people. Democracy I say, "Live and help others to live."
being a free order, no person can enjoy I shall conclude by congratulating the
true freedom without enjoying the free- Government again upon its Budget,
dom of ownership. As the on-march of which does start to put the wheels of
the capitalistic and monopolistic order the economy of this Sta te back

Mr. D'ARCY.-We were never in a
position to do anything about it. However, orderly marketing was a plank
of our platform before such legislation
was introduced by any Government.
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into gear again in the interests and for
the well-being of the whole of the
people.
Mr.
RANDLES
(Brunswick).Before addressing my remarks to the
Budget I want to make one or two
pertinent comments concerning the
course of the present debate. It is easy
to stand up in this House and speak
. glibly of the ideals for which we stand,
of the ideals of this Parliament itself,
of the right of the people to govern
themselves, and the right and privilege
that each member of this Parliament
must have so that he may rise in his
place and fearlessly propound his own
ideas. But if members, on rising, are
to be heckled continuously in the course
of their remarks it becomes impossible
for them to enjoy that right and freedom. Such conduct seems to be the
organized aim of certain members of the
Opposition, particularly the' honorable
member for Gippsland South and the
honorable member for Allendale, whenever the honorable member for Ivanhoe
rises to present his point of view. He
is not gifted with a very heavy voice,
and since this Chamber is a bad sounding board, he finds himself debarred
from expressing his views.
We should realize that no member
works harder for his constituency and
his constituents than the honorable
member for Ivanhoe. When he rose to
speak last evening he directed attention
to something that we all supposedly believe in-that is. that children of tender
years should be protected against filthy
and poisonous literature. Apparently,
however, his comments were only to be
the subject of jest so that he was debarred from expressing his views.
Mr. RYLAH.-That comment is a reflection on the Chair.
Mr. RANDLES.-The interjections of
members of the Opposition are a waste
of time so far as I am concerned.
I
have before me a newspaper which for
the past two or three months appears
to have been conducting a certain line
of obscene publication. On no week
can one pick up a copy of Truth without reading lurid headlines and seeing
pictures of semi-naked women and the
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production of lurid details of murder
cases and the like. Unfortunately, this
paper does not stop even there. It sets
itself out deliberately to expose other
people's dirty washing. If a case occurs,
for example, in a Brunswick court or
anywhere else in the metropolitan area
involving a citizen of Brunswick, Truth
comes out with posters such as
" Brunswick women in distress " or "in
trouble." I do not regard that as a
matter for jest. The honorable member
for Ivanhoe should have been per-mitted
to expound his theme without being
shouted down by members whose voices
were louder than his, but who were possessed of fewer brains.
Unfortunately, a State Budget always
fails to attract as much interest as does
a Federal Budget, because the taxing
powers of the State are limited. No
Treasurer, irrespective of his political
views can do more than budget properly
for the expenditure of those amounts
that are allowed to the- State by the
Federal Treasurer.
Consequently, it
must be determined whether the
Treasurer has budgeted wisely in respect
of the money that has been allotted to
Victoria. In the course of the debate,
I have not heard one member accUSe the
honorable gentleman of having mismanaged the State's finances. I believe
it has been agreed generally that he has
done a good job. No opposition member
has advanced a constructlve suggestion
or indicated what either of the Opposition parties would have done had it been
the Government.
This is the first time since a Labour
Government was previously in office, in
1945-47, that the Budget has been
balanced. That state of affairs has been
achieved without curtailing any essential service. The late Sir Albert Dunstan
succeeded in balancing the Budget, when
he was Premier, but the result was
achieved at enormous cost to Victorian
citizens. Because of his parsimonious
attitude, Victoria has suffered severely
under uniform taxation.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr.
O'Carroll) .-Order! . It is impossible
for me to hear the discourse, and it must
be impossible also for the Haru;ard
reporter properly to record the debate.
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Mr. RANDLES.-Many anomalies
that have obtained for years past have
been corrected in the Budget. For
instance, metropolitan municipalities no
longer will contribute to the Queen's
Memorial Infectious Diseases Hospital at
Fairfield. This is a reform which municipalities have sought for years.
Formerly, railway deficits amounted to
several million pounds annually, but this
year the anticipated deficit is £701,000
only. The present Government does not
claim all the credit for that position,
because railwaymen have made a substantial contribution. They have been
prepared to work with the Government
because. they realized that the profits
made by the Department would be
ploughed back into the industry. Their
working conditions have been improved,
and additional amenities have been provided.
Another interesting aspect is that the
Government proposes to eliminate the
dangers associated with railway level
crossings. Although this course has been
advocated for years past, no previous
Government has had the courage to act.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN.-Order!
Too many members are competing with
the honorable member for Brunswick
for the ri~ht to address the Chair.
Mr. RANDLES.-With respect to
maternal and child hygiene, the Government proposes to increase the subsidy
to creches and day nurseries from £45
to £75 per annum for each child. The
majority of children who attend the day
nursery at Brunswick come from what
may be described as "broken" homes,
and I am gratified that the Government
realizes the necessity to make adequate
provision in this regard.
Recently I read an announcement in
the newspapers that the Gas and Fuel
Corporation intended to reduce the price
of gas.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN.-Order!
Several young persons in the gallery are
observing Parliamentary procedure. If
the present behaviour of members indicates the manner in which the proceedings of Parliament should be conducted,
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I am ashamed. I call for strict silence
while the honorable member for Brunswick addresses the Chair.
Mr. RANDLES.-Judging from the
sum of money which my wife has to
pay for gas, I am led to believe that
citizens are now paying more for this
commodity than they did formerly. J
have been amazed to find that in some
gas appliances-notably hot-water storage un!ts and bath heaters-pure gas is
burned. No provision is made for the
addition of air. Those members who
have studied chemistry will recall that
the heat of a gas flame is intensified by
the admixture of air, and I am wondering whether investigations can be made
with the view of incorporating that
principle in the appliances concerned.
If a quantity of air were burned with
the pure gas, the gas bill of the average
housewife would probably be reduced
considerably.
I congratulate the Minister of Education upon the magnificent job he has
done since he assumed office in
December, 1952. I have before me a
copy of The Educational Magazine,
Volume II, No.5, issued in June, 1954.
On page 196 of that journal appears an
article headed "The School Moves Out
of the Class-room" by A. C. Hooper,
M.A., B.Ed., and H. ,M. Hallenan, M.A.,
Dip.Ed., of the Matthew Flinders Girls'
Secondary School, Geelong. I make no
allegations against the authors of the
article, who I beUeve are outstanding
mistresses. The story describes a visit
by senior girls to the Bright Forestry
Camp. The trip was organized by Mr.
J. Bennett of Wandiligong. The follow·
ing pass-age alarmed meThe greatest effect of the tour, however,
was his influence upon the character~ of
the girls.
Leaders became even more
efficient, the quietest girl was anxious to
take her share in the communal life of the
camp, and all seemed to have a better
understanding of fellow-campers than was
possible in the hurly-burly of the classroom

At first glance everything appears to be
in order, but, unfortunately, Mr. J.
Bennett happens to be one of the leaders
of the Eureka Youth Movement. For
some time that gentleman was employed
in the technical school at Brunswick. At
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present the main object of the Communist party is to endeavour to ensnare
young people into the youth movement.
\Vhen children are on the sort of trip
described in the article, one must be sure
that the person conducting them is not
an exponent of Communist doctrine. I
bring the matter to the notice of the
Minister of Education so that the honorable gentleman may ensure that such
trips are not made the means of expounding Communist philosophy to· school
children. Apparently Mr. Bennett is
seeking children from technical and
secondary schools to conduct on these
tours.
The offence of illegally using a car
was discussed during this debate
on the Budget.
Many honorable
members are of the opinion tha t
there should be no such offence; that
offenders should be charged with
larceny. Under the common law one of
the ingredients of the offence of larceny
is that the defendant must at the time
of taking the object have the intention of
permanently depriving the owner of his
property. Of course, it is difficult to
prove the intention because the mind of
man is not visible and intention can be
inferred only from conduct. If a person
takes a car which does not belong to him
and dismantles it or cuts up sections of
the body, that fact is evidence that he
did not intend to return the vehicle to
its rightful owner, and he can be convicted of larceny. The offence of illegally
using a car was introduced because of
the difficulty to prove intention to permanently deprive. Unfortunately, many
persons found guilty of illegally using a
car receive light sentences or are fined; in
many cases, they are released on a bond.
Without changing the common law definition of larceny, the only way to overcome
the difficulty is to introduce a minimum
sentence for the offence of illegally using
a car. I am loath to suggest that,
because, in some instances, minimum
sentences impose great hardship.
.Honorable members interjecting.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr.
O'Carroll).-Order! The Chamber is
becoming, so to speak, like Wirth's
circus. There are five shows going on at
the same time. It is important that the
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honorable member for Brunswick should
be heard and that the Hansard reporter
should be given the opportunity to faithfully report his utterances. I appeal to
honorable members to set a better
example.
Mr. RANDLES.-I thank you, Mr.
Acting Chairman. The only other method
by which the difficulty can be overcome
would be to transfer the onus of proof
from the prosecution to the defendant,
who would then have to prove to the
satisfaction of the court that he intended
to return the car to its owner. I trust
the Government will consider my suggestions, which I advance in good faith.
Honorable members are aware that
Government Departments are renting
offices in the metropolitan area, in many
cases at high figures. For example, the
Licensing Court, which does not possess
a permanent court-room, rents premises.
The work of the court is drastically curtailed because on some occasions officials
do not know until 4 o'clock on a Monday
afternoon whether it will be possible
for the court to sit on the next day.
In addition, litigants from all over the
metropolitan area can be given only short
notice of sittings. I suggest that instead
of paying high rents for privately-own;2d
buildings it would be cheaper in the long
run for the Government to embark on
the construction of offices for its Departments .. Another example is the State
Accident Insurance Office. Four floors
of the building provided for that office
are occupied by the Public Trustee, who
has three-fifths of the available accommodation. As a consequence the staff
of the State Accident Insurance Office
work under difficulties. The situation js
so bad that if all members of the staff
are present at the one time-if no one
is away sick or on holidays-they cannot all be provided with a seat. Consequently the office cannot handle all
the business offering and private insurance companies benefit accordingly.
Alternative accommodation should be
. found for the Public Trustee, and if
necessary a building should be constructed for that purpose.
Another matter of great concern to
honorable members is the fact that the
Victorian statutes have not been consolidated since 1928. All members are
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a ware of the difficulties of making use
of the set of statutes made available
to them when they are elected to this
Parliament. They face an almost impossible task when endeavouring to trace
the progress of legislation through large
numbers of amending Acts. r agree
with the honorable member for St. Kilda
that the longer the consolidation is delayed the more difficult the task will
become. Now that the GovErnment has
a surplus, steps should be taken to consolidate the statutes. Last, but not least,
I wish to refer to a suggestion offered
on many occasions by the honorable
member for Port Melbourne. It is
a wonderful thing to have a surplus provided in the Budget and, of course, the
Government wishes to use it in the interests of those who are least able to help
themselves. r should appl,aud any move
towards the reduction of fares on public
transport for invalid and old-age pensioners. It is impossible for such people
to enjoy a real standard of living on the
pittance they receive. Theirs is merely
an existence. Many of them visit public
hospitals for treatment, and reduced
fares would ease their burden and also
enable them to visit friends more often.
Probably the cost to the State would
riot be much, but whatever it might be
the benefit afforded would be richly
deserved and justly earned.
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The Premier went on to sayThis was only the first stage of the line
but he was confident that the remainder
would be completed within two years. The
people of Gippsland should realize that
they had an obligation as well as the railways, and they should support the new
service to the fullest to get the best benefit
out of it. He again thanked all those
present for their welcome.

r am addressing myself particularly to

lUre COCHRANE (Gippsland West).-

the service on that section of the line between Dandenong and vVarragul. There
are a number of intervening stations. The
railways official time-table announced
altered and additional services and the
matter was widely publicized. The 6.25
a.m. train leaving Warragul is available for passengers between that town
and Dandenong and also picks up travellers on the suburban section as far as
Caulfield.
Long-distance passengers
consider that they are unreasonably
crowded after their journey, because the
train is packed to capacity on arriving
at suburban stations.
Another train leaves Warragul at
7 a.m. This is popular, since the passengers arrive in Melbourne at about
9 a.m. It is known as the school
train because it transports children to
various schools, including the Dandenong
High School and the Caulfield Technical School. However, that train does
not run during school holidays, a fact
which is deplored by persons who customarily use it.

wish to refer to a matter of great
concern to the people of Gippsland,
namely, the services on the recently
'electrified railway line between Dandenong and Warragul, which has received
much pUblicity in the last few months.
On the historic occasion of the opening
of that service, the Warragul Guardian
of 27th July published a report stating,

Mr. SHEPHERD.-The running of that
train was started at the instigation of
the Education Department to transport
scholars to the Dandenong Technical
School, and that Department pays a
guarantee to the railways for providing
the service. The Education Department
will not contribute towards its running
during shcool holidays.

r

'inter aliaThe Premier (Mr. John Cain) said he and
ull the official guests were grateful to the
,citizens of Warragul and its councillors for
the cordial welcome extended to them. It
was indeed a most historic occasion for
that day they had officially opened the first
'section of the longest electrified main
country line in the world. He hoped that
the remainder would be completed in the
near future. It was only right that Gipps'land should receive an amenity of this
'!-dnd for within a few years it was destined
to become the life-blood of the State.

Mr. COCHRANE.-In view of the
explanation of the Minister of Education, there is need for co-operation
between the Education Department and
the Railway Department. The Warragul
Guardian of the 7th September, 1954,
published the following item:WHO BLUNDERED?

This has nothing to do with the" Charge
of the Light Brigade" but many residents
were disappoint'ed last week on going to
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the station to catch the 7 a.m. train to
Melbourne to find it was not running. They
had to wait till the 10 a.m. train, unless
they had their own cars (as one was
advised by a railway, official). The train
was taken off because of the school holidays.
[f the public had been informed of these
facts it would have made it so much easier.

Residents of my elect'orate would be
gra teful if this rna tter could be
straightened out.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-I undertake to have
the question examined.
Mr. COCHRANE.-A train departs
from MeLbourne for W-arragul -at 3.51
p.m. This is the school train on its
return Journey, and I take it that what
applies to the 7 a.m. train to Melbourne
also -applies to this service.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-As far as I know, it
does.
Mr. COCHRANE.-I should be grateful i'f this matter could be rectified.
There is a train leaving Flinders-street
station at 4.53 p.m., and it is the last
one for Dandenong and Warragul.which
passengers from Melbourne have available to them of an evening. Many
people who work in the city require
transport, but that train is too early for
them, and they have no means of returning to their destinations between Dandenong and 'Warragul for the rest of the
day. I ask that this matter be brought
to the notice of the Minister of Transport with the request that the RaHway
Department should provide an evening
train to serve people living in districts
at the nearer end of Gipps~and.
I shall now refer to the platforms
from which the afternoon trains from
Melbourne to Warra'gul and to Leongatha depart. A'fter the new services
were inaugurated following the electrification of the line, the train to Warragul
departed from No. 1 platform -at
Flinders-street and the Leongatha train
from Princes Bridge station. A few
weeks ago a change was made.
during the Royal Show week, people
walked all over Flinders-street snation
trying to ascertain where the train
would depart. Some went to Nos. 10
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and 11 platforms and a number of
passengers were left stranded in the
city. Since show week, the Warragul
train has again departed from No. 1
platform, and after it pulls out the
Leongatha train leaves from the same
platform. I trust that common sense
will prevail and that the system now
adopted will be continued, so that
country passengers will know exactly
where they must go to catch the train
after completing their business in Melbourne. During the last fortnight, it
was comm-on to find people rushing from
one part of the station to another as
they did not know the platform from
Which -the train would depart. I hope
that stability ,of service can be maintained for the benefit of the people
concerned.
I support the honorable member for
Scoresby in his remarks about water
supplies for the Mornington peninsula.
I agree with his proposal that water
be made available at towns between the
head works of the Bunyip river scheme
and Cranbourne, the area with which
we are particularly concerned. There
is much production in that district,
which extends to the bayside holiday
resorts. We anticipate that it will be
at leh.st two or three years before the
Tarago diversion tunnel and the races
to bring extra water through to that
scheme are completed. For many years
there has been an agitation for the
supply of water to various towns, and
an increased supply to other centres, in
the electorates of Gippsland West,
Scoresby, and Mornington.
I do not
oppose the Dandenong housing project,
but I would point out that concern is
felt by people who believe that if that
scheme is proceeded with some people
who have been waiting for water supplies for many years will 'be left high
and dry, so to speak, Of course, other
means may be found to provide them
with a reticulated scheme. I trust that
the Minister of Water Supply will consider the matter I have raised and that
there will be a satisfactory solution to
the problem so that various towns and
districts will not continue to lack water,'
The debate on the Budget terminated,.
and progress was reported.
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APPRENTICESHIP (AMENDMENT)
BILL.
Mr. SHEPHERD (Minister of Education).-I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. COCHRANE.-Mr. Speaker, I direct
your attention to the state of the Ho~se.
A quorum was formed.

Mr. SHEPHERD.-This Bill is introduced to amend the provision of the
Apprenticeship Acts relating to the
technical training of apprentices in
technical schools.
The proposal envisaged will, it is hoped, be of particular
benefit to apprentices permanently residing or working in country districts
for such lengthy periods that they are
unable to take advantage of the normal
training facilities available to apprentices in the metropolitan area. The
technical training of apprentices in
schools is designed to supplement their
training in their employers' workshops
and consists of theoretical subjects, such
as trade mathematics, trade science,
trade drawing, trade theory, and trade
practice. The Acts and regulations
thereunder at present provide for
apprentices in proclaimed trades to
undertake prescribed technical school
courses or, if this is i'mpoS'sible, to undertake correspondence courses.
Technical training generally must
appeal to most people. Those persons
who have been apprenticed to various
trades know that without the facilities
a vailable at technical schools it is frequently impossible for apprentices to receive the advantages of modern practices and the benefit of using mOd"ern
equipment in the factories in which they
are being taught their trade. Apprenticeship depends entirely upon technical
training in some form or another. I am
sure that it will prove interesting to
the House if I quote an interesting
reference to technical training in Australia from a U.N.E.S.C.O. publication
entitled Education in a Technological
Society. It readsIn Australia, which may be taken as
typical of a category of countries with
vast possib:lities of technological development, the considerable stress laid upon a
sound
general education" in the early
years has been found to provide flexibility
/I
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and adaptability of mind in the student.
At the same time, the establishment of
apprenticeship authorities in each State
has been the means of raising the standard
and widening the field of technical
training. . . . . . Under the guidance of
these authorities the apprentice not only
receives all-round instruction in different
aspects of the industry in which he is engaged, he is also educated for adaptability
to changing conditions by means of parttime general technical training courses at
the technical college, where the basic
course is designed to provide a sound
foundation from which development in a
number of different specialist directions is
possible.

That reference in a publication with such
a wide circulation as can be expected
would be given to any publication by
U.N.E.S.C.O. is an indication that Australia is not far behind other countries
of the world in its standard of technical
training.
I am fortunate, perhaps, in having the
honour to explain this Bill to the House,
because 38 years ago this month I
entered upon my own apprenticeship
training. I realize that over the intervening years there have been many
changes in the facilities provided in the
technical schools for the training of
apprentices, and also an extension of
the advantages available to boys who
can be induced to undertake an apprenticeship to a trade.
The Apprenticeship Acts, under the
provisions of which the Apprenticeship
Commission was established in Victoria,
have served the youth of Victoria very
well, particularly those who are engaged
in their trade or calling, as they are provided with the opportunity to make full"
use of technical schools throughout the
State. At this stage the Government
feels that it should go a step further and
extend to apprentices in isolated parts
of Victoria advantages equivalent to
those enjoyed by those youths who live
in the metropolitan and provincial areas.
There are at present 14,100 apprentices indentured under the Apprenticeship Acts. Of these 11,070 attend classes
at technical schools while 551 are undertaking correspondence courses.
The
remainder either have not yet started
their trade schooling or have finished it
but have not completed their terms of
apprenticeship. I think it is well known
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to members that, generally speaking,
during the first two years of his training, an apprentice does eight hours study
a week in a technical school~if a school
is available. In the third and fourth
years, the apprentice studies four hours
a week in his employer's time and either
does the training in technical schools or.
as I indicated earlier, by correspondence.
Apprentices serving their fifth yearand where necessary their sixth year of
apprenticeship-who are not doing any
practical training in technical schools
make up the gap between the figures
that I previously quoted.
Apprentices in the" metropolitan area
can attend one of the many technical
schools provided in the metropolitan
area. Those apprentices in provincial
and country areas can attend technical
classes only if the training facilities are
provided at the local technical school or
the technical sections of some high
schools, and of course, provided that they
live or work within reasonable distances
of such schools.
The Education Department, which
plays the major part in the training of
apprentices outside the employer's time,
is at present finding it impossible to meet
the great demand for technical education
in all parts of Victoria. It would not
be an economic proposition to erect in
all country centres both a high school
and a technical school, because the cost
involved in equipping a technical school
to provide the same facilities in the
country-particularly in towns such as
Hamilton, Horsham, Benalla, and Shepparton-would be very high and even
then they would not serve the purpose
that it was intended they should serve.
What the Education Department is
now doing is to erect technical blocks in
The
association with high schools.
honorable member .:for Gippsland South
wonders why I have omitted Warragul.
I might mention that Warragul has one
of those up-to-date aluminium technical
hlocks, which is consistent with' the
buildings at Hamilton and Horsham.
During his speech on the Budget to-day,
the honorable member for Benalla said
that Benalla was not receiving its share
of school buildings, in comparison with
Mr. Shepherd.

(Amendment) Bill.

those being provided in other electorates.
I assure the honorable member that the
Government is trying to do the same for
Benalla as for other centres. Aluminium
buildings have been ordered and they
will be erected at the Benalla Technical
School.
I have made those references to indicate what can be done by co-operation.
The Education Department has recognized that at Benalla a private commercial firm-Renold Chains (Aust.)
Proprietary Limited-has outstanding
equipment, particularly in its engineering section; it is advanced, of high
quality, and in good condition. For
that reason the Department has entered
into an arrangement under which
the firm's establishment and equipment
will be used as a training centre in association with the technical school. So,
apprentices in the engineering trade will
The
receive tuition in that centre.
arrangement is working excellently.
The Government is, 'Of course, jealous
enough to wish to erect not only at
Benalla but also in other centres the
same type of building-providing the
same up-to-date equipment-as is available to apprentices undergoing their
courses in Melbourne and, under the
terms of this Bill, in other parts of
Victoria. A number of important apprenticeship trades has been proclaimed for
the whole of the State. I shall quote
figures to indicate the number of
country apprentices who are indentured
under the Commission in these trades
and the number of these apprentices
who are required to undertake corres"
pondence cour~es: In the plumbing and gasfitting trade
the number of apprentices employed at
the 30th June, 1954, was 271 and 41 of
these have been asked to undertake correspondence courses. In the carpentry
and joinery trade, 868 apprentices are
indentured and 125 of them are forced
by circumstances to take correspondence
tui tion. In the engineering trade, 448
apprentices are employed in country
areas, but only thirteen of them are requested to take correspondence courses.
rt will be appreciated by members that
the engineering trades are probably
centred in those areas where there is
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already a technical school, and that
explains the small number taking the
correspondence course. In the electrical
industry, 437 apprentices were employed
at the 30th June last, .and 99 of them
are undel'going tuitIon by means of corIn the motor
respondence courses.
mechanics trade the respective figures
are 795 and 177. With respect to the
printing trade, the number of apprentices indentured is 129 and the number
taking correspondence courses is 96,
making a total of 2,948 apprentices, of
whom 551 are receiving tuition by
correspondence.
The Government is continually adding
to its facilities for technical training
either by establishing new technical
schools, as at Mildura and Shepparton,
or by adding technical wings to multipurpose high schools. I should not like
to mislead the House by giving members
the impression that when I mention the
establishment of new technical schools
at Mildura and Shepparton I mean that
brand new up-to-date buildings are being
provided in every case. In some instances
the Department has adapted buildings
that already exist and has extended
them where necessary for the purpose
of technical training.
A long-range plan has been evolved
under which certain other schools, which
are now using this accommodation, will
transfer to the high school or to other
primary schools in the area.
The
honorable member for Shepparton, who
is a member of the advisory council for
the Shepparton Technical School, and
other people interested in technical
education feel that from time to time·
they are frustrated in their efforts to
provide what they consider to be ~.atis
factory facilities for technical training
but the Government is endeavouring to
ensure that all country centres offer the
same opportunities as are now given in
metropolitan and large provincial cities
for. the training of apprentices.
In the main apprenticeship trades, apprentices ·attend in the employer's time
technical classes for eight hours a week
during the first two years of the apprenticeship course and for four hours a
week--one day of eight hours a fortnight-in the third and fourth years.
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Apprentices unable to attend technical
school classes generally undertake correspondence instruction in the theoretical.
parts of their courses for approximately
half the time during working hours as
compared with apprentices who attend
for oral instruction. The efficient training of apprentices employed in country
districts is just as important as the
efficient training of apprentices: in the
metropolitan area. In fact, it could be
argued that there is greater need for
the technical training of apprentices in
country areas owing, in general, to the
more limited facilities for training "on
the job" as compared with apprentices
employed in the metropolis. I might
enlarge a little on that last point. Many
members of this House have served their
time as apprentices. They know that it
is possible even in the metropolitan area
for a boy apprenticed to a particular
trade to be trained in a shop where there
is an ever-enlarging scope and the
constant introduction of up-to-date
methods, whereas another boy apprenticed to a different firm engaged in the
same industry might do work of a restricted character. In the latter case, the
opportunities offered would not be the
same as in the former. Moreover, with
increased emphasis being placed on
the decentralization of in¢lustries, it is
necessary that apprentices be trained
as efficiently as possible in order that
such decentralized industries may be provided with the skilled craftsmen needed
for their future requirement~.
The Apprenticeship Commission is
anxious to ensure that all apprentices in
country districts are given a sound technical training. Owing to the difficulty
experienced by apprentiCes in studying
by correspondence and to the fact that
it is not possible to give, by this method,
a training in the practice of the trade,
the Government has decided, in consequence of representations by the Apprenticeship Commission, that class instruction should be provided for such apprentices by attendance at selected technical
schools for short full-time intensive
courses. Considerable success has attended the efforts of two technical schools
in providing short intensive courses for
apprentices.
The Royal Melbourne
Technical College has for several years
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arranged for apprentice electrical
mechanics residing in country districts
to attend on a voluntary basis a short
full-time course; and recently at the
South Melbourne Technical School facilities were made available for country
plumbing apprentices to attend full-time
for a week on the same basis. Attendance at such courses is purely voluntary
and only a comparatively small proportion of the number of country apprentices can arrange to attend. The reason
is obvious. Not ev~ry apprentice is
a member of a family in a position
to allow him to come to town at his
own expense to undertake these intensive courses.
Only a limited number of trades has
been proclaimed outside the metropolitan
area and the facilities available for conducting short full-time intensive courses
few trades to be
would enable only
catered for within the next three or four
years. The training of some 300 to 400
country apprentices should thus become
possible in that period. Assuming that
subsidies for travelling and maintenance
averaged over the whole range of apprentices-from, say, first to fifth year-are
paid at the rate of 50 per cent. of the
cost of these items, the expenditure by
the State on such subsidies is estimated
at approximately £7,000 per year. Taking into account the possibility and
likelihood of an extension of the proclamation of a number of other trades to
country districts it has been estimated
that the number of apprentices likely 'to
be involved within the next ten years is
something in the order of 1,500, if training facilities are then available for such
a number. Taking this estimate as the
maximum, the cost of subsidies on the
basis above mentioned, and at present
costs, is reckoned to involve an annual
expenditure for subsidies of approximately £26,000.
The general effect of the amending Bill
will be:1. To enable the Apprenticeship Commission by means of appropriate
regulations and directions to require an apprentice, who resides
or works at a place from which
he cannot conveniently attend the
usual trade classes in normal
working hours, or where all or

a
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any of the classes in this course
are not available at a school which
he can so attend, to attend classes
of intensive training for periods
of not less than one week at a
·time but not exceeding four weeks
in each year of his course.
I interpolate here that those periods
of time have been worked out for the
convenience not only of the employer
but also of the Department, which, as
might be anticipa,ted, is pressed for
space. There are some 48,000 pupils in
technical schools and it is necessary to
arrange these courses at a time when
they will not upset the curriculum or
the management of the schools.
2. To require employers of such
apprentices to allow them to
attend such intensive training
classes without loss of pay. The
total time to be devoted to class
training and any other form of
training such as correspondence
work is not being increased
beyond that already provided by
the Apprenticeship Acts. The
maximum is retained at eight
hours a week which has been the
allowable limit in this State since
1946.
3. To provide for payment of subsidies'

towards travelling and sustenance
of apprentices attending intensive
training classes.
The following is a brief explanation of
the clauses: Clause 1 is the short title,
construction and citation. Sub-paragraph (i) of paragraph (a) of clause 2
amends SUb-section (2) of section 26 of
the principal Act, as inserted by section
6 of Act No. 5136, by substituting the
expression "an average of eight hours
per week during any prescribed period ",
for the expression " eight hours
per week." .Trade classes and hours of
aHendance thereat are usually fixed by
relation to each year of an apprenticeThis amendment will
ship course.
enable the Apprenticeship Commission
to so arrange training of apprentices at
intensive classes as to enable them to
attend for longer than eight hours in
cer.tain weeks but to compensate for this
additional attendance by reducing attendances in other weeks. Sub-paragraph
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(ii) adds a new sub-section (6) to
section 26 of the principal Act and
authorizes the payment of moneys when
duly appropriated, by the Apprenticeship Commission to subsidize the cost of
travelling and sustenance of apprentices
attending intensive training classes as
mentioned earlier. Sub-paragraphs (i)
and (ii) of paragraph (b) of clause 2
amehd section 38 of the principal Act
so as to enable the Apprenticeship Commission to submit appropriate draft
regulations to give effect to the purposes
of the Bill as before mentioned. Paragraph (a) of section 39 of the principal
Act authorizes the Governor in Council
to make regulations with respect to any
matter upon which the Commission submits draft regulations.
I should not like it to be thought that
only by compulsion do employers allow
their apprentices t'O leave their work
and, at the cost of the emplQyers, attend
apprenticeship training. The Commission consists of representatives of employers and the trade unions concerned.
I have a gQod and tangible eX'ample in
mind, 'One that I have seen for myself.
At PQrtland, where there are no facilities for the training of mQtor mechanic
apprentices, the difficulty has been overcome in an effective way. The nearest
centre of training is at HamiltQn and,
in order to give the trainees at Portland
one complete day 'Of eight hours weekly,
the employers there arrange for the
transPQrt 'Of the apprentices to HamiltQn every week. Being in the motor
industry, it is possibly not hard f'Or them
tQ make available a motor vehicle for
the transport of a limited number of
apprentices, and it is quite likely that
'One or 'Other of the apprentices drives
the vehicle tQ and frQm the Hamil ton
High SchQol. The fact remains that
these yQuths are t'aken each week t'O
that centre for the purposes 'Of training
in accordance with all the provisions of
the legislation.
After a lengthy periQd of trial by the
Commission, in accordance with the
legislatiQn under which it was evolved
and has continued tQfunction, there is
no argument about the advantages of
apprenticeship training. The Bill now
before the House will give added SCQpe
to the activities of the Commission, as
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well ·as adding to the advantages made
available toO boys who have never had
an opportunity up tin now of obtaining
intensive training at any major centre,
or at the most appropriate centre, to
meet their needs. I strongly commend
the Bill to the House and hope it will
be given a speedy passage.
On the motiQn of Colonel LEGGATT
(Mornington), the debate was adjourned
until Wednesday, October 13.
VERMIN AND NOXIOUS WEEDS
(AMENDMENT) BILL.
The debate (adjourned from September 21) on the motioOn of Mr. Smith
(Minister of Lands) for the second
reading of this Bill was resumed.
Mr. TURNBULL (Korong).-In the
main this amending measure will
tighten the Act to ensure its successful'
enfQrcement. It is a Bill that the OPPQsition does not oppose, but it hopes that
some amendments of a minQrcharacter
will be acceptable tQ the Government in
Committee. In its task the Vermin and
Noxious Weeds Branch of the Lands
Department is d'Oing a great job in combating and controlling n'Oxious weeds
'and vermin, and it is doing so in a
business-like manner, using common
sense in its administration of the legislation. It is co-operating with the landholder. It is not standing over him in
a dictatorial manner; in fact, he seeks
the advice and guidance of the officers
of the Branch including the superintendent.
This harmonious state of
affairs has been brought about, I believe,.
by the sensible approach of the 'Officers.
All who are closely associated with the
Branch and its functions have the highest
regard for the supertntendent, who is
always most helpful. His knowledge of
his job is high and we respect and
admire his fairness.
In its task of eliminating vermin and
noxious weeds, science has come to the
aid of the Branch. When rabbits were
in plague proportions a virus was introduced which almost wiped out the
rabbit population. In this matter full
marks must go to Dame Jean McNamara
whose interest and enthusiasm we recall during that period in which she was
trying to sell the idea of introducing the
virus, known as myxomatosis.
Of
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course, the assistance of the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organization was also of great value in
tha t regard.
The use of myxomatosis.in Victoria
has been highly succ:essful. It is essential, however, that the eradication of
the vermin should not be left entirely to
that method; for one reason, the virus
is spread by blood-sucking insects, and
since those insec:s do not operate ~o
freely and viciously in the colder periods
of the year it is necessary that the landholder should destroy by every means
in his power vermin tha t fails to be
contacted by the virus. The Bill requires-and the Oppositiun agrees-that the landholder should destroy anything above or below ground in which
rabbits or other vermin may harbor.
- Opposition members are unhappy
about the manner in which the Government proposes, in clause 2, to amend
sub-section (1) of section 8. of the principal Act. They believe that, if the clause
were agreed to in its present form, any
individual could say to an inspector,
"Vermin are in plague proportions on
such and such a property" and to guard
against that possibility, it is suggested
that there should be inserted the words
"finds or believes on the advice of one
of his .officers following inspection."
That may not be the exact text of
the amendment that will be proposed ill
Committee, but it furnishes the germ ot
the idea I. am endeavouring to convey,
namely, that we desire to be assured
that the inspector or a member of his
staff will actually see the infestation of
vermin before a notice is issued.
I pass to that part of the measure
which relates to noxious weeds. Opposition members agree that the Department is performing a man-sized job in
controlling the spread and ultimate
eradication of many dangerous, noxious
weeds that grow in this State. I am
not well acquainted with all of them,
but I have had practical experience with
most. Ragwort is a noxious weed tha1
has been responsible for many Gippsland farmers surrendering their holdings. Apparently the Department is
now able to control ragwort succesfully.
Other noxious weeds are hoary cress,
tutson, skeleton weed, and also capPo
Mr. Tu.rnbull.
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tulip-with which I have had much
experience--and saffron thistle. There
are many others as well. In my view,
mellilotis should be proclaimed a
noxious weed. It is spreading rapidly
in the wheat-growing districts in Victoria, and each year, when cereals are
being harvested, an announcement is
made that the Grain Elevators Board
refuses to accept any more wheat at a
certain terminal I?ecause the grain being
delivered by farmers contains mellilotis.
Even a small portion of that plant wil]
contaminate a bin full of wheat. The
od.our permeates the grain and is
detected when the wheat is ground into
flour.
Possibly, mellilotis possesses
some value as a fodder, but I think a
wise precaution would be to get in early
and declare it a noxious weed, so that
it can be eradicated.
Clause 6 provides that. it shall be an
offence to sell or expose for sale any
noxious weed or the seeds or flowers of
any such noxious weed. The provision
was inserted because a large emporium
in the metropolitan area was discovered to be displaying for sale the
seeds of certain noxious weeds, namely
horehound and fennel. The Opposition
believes that the provision would be improved if the word "bulb" were
included.
Sir GEORGE KNox.-Watsonia should
also be proclaimed a noxious weed.
Mr. TURNBULL.-Perhaps so. There
is a heavy infestation of cape tulip in
certain parts of my .electorate and the
Vermin and Noxious Weeds Branch
which, I understand, sponsored this
measure, is doing great work educating
local people in its eradication, which will
be a long and co'stly process. Many
unsuspecting persons might plant the
cape tulip bulb because of the beauty of
the flower it produces. In that manner,
infestation could spread to new
districts.
Under clause 6, also, a person will be
prevented from selling fodder or grain
that has been garnered from land on
which there are prescribed dangerous,
noxious weeds. except with the authority
of the superintendent. An offender will
be liable to a fine of not less than £10
nor more than £50.
We' are not sure
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. exactly which noxious weeds will be proclaimed. Saffron thistle is prevalent in
parts of northern Victoria. In at least
five municipalHies certain exemptions
were granted during the last few
years whereby owners were obliged to
c:ut the weed for only a certain distance
around their properties. and were not
compelled to cut the weed over all their
land. Bearing that in mind, the Opposition considers that the provision in the
Bill prohibiting the sale of any cereal
which contains noxious weed seeds could
be a burden to such people. This is the
first year in which landowners in the
municipalities concerned have not had
the benefit of an exemption.
It would have been better if they had
been forced to comply with the Act
strictly four or five years ago when
mechanical equipment was available and
no one on the land could have offered
the excuse of not being able to afford to
do the work. N ow it is perhaps a little
harsh to say to people in such areas,
" You cannot sell wheat, oats, or barley,
containing the seeds of saffron thistle."
I have been informed by the superintendent that saffron thistle will not be
proscribed. Opposition members ha \;e
great respect for the present superintendent and believe he will honour his
statement, but fate has a habit of playing strange tricks and within a short
time he may not be in that office. Therefore, I consider that there should be
a schedule to the Bill proscribing the
seeds of noxious weeds which it shall
be an offence to sell in fodder or cereals.

The Bill provides that every municipality shall pay a prescribed reward
for the destruction of foxes, wild dogs,
and wombats. The Opposition has no
objection to that provi~ion 'sought by
the Municipal Association of Victoria,
which has been interested in the matter
for 40 or 50 years. There are two
schools of thought on the subject Some
persons assert that the fox is a blessing
in disguise, that it greatly assists in
the eradication of rabbits, and that
when rabbits are about it is not a " lamb
killer." Others aver that the fox is a
born lamb killer and that we should be
better off without it. Perhaps as vermin
are eliminated the fox will become more
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hungry and become a greater menace
to sheep breeders. The Opposition does
not stand firmly for or against the proposal, and considers that it might be
better to permit the relevant clause to
pass without amendment. The Bill provides that the Government will reimburse
municipalities a fair proportion of what
they pay as rewards for the destruction
of foxes, wild dogs, and wombats.
I understand that it w&s the practice
of the Lands Department to ensure that
landholders obtained fumigants at cost
price for the destruction of vermin.
Under the Bill the Department will not
guarantee to do so. It appears that
some retailers have not been satisfied
with a fair margin of profit. However,
I understand that the Department is
prepared to reimburse the landholder in
respect of such fumigants the cost price
plus 15 per cent., which I consider to be
fair and reasonable. The work of the
Department is far in advance of what it
was a few years ago. Funds have been
provided with which the Department has
obtained mechanical equipment, and it is
achieving results. Authority exists for
the Treasurer to issue and apply to the
L'ands Department the amount of
£500,000. The Department considers that
the danger engendered by the existence
of noxious weeds, and the value of the
land on which they are growing, justify
its making an all-out attempt to clean
them up, thus making it possible for
people to settle on land that is now
virtually unproductive. To enable the
Department to obtain the necessary
equipment it is desired that a further
£200,000 be made available if required.
The Opposition does not object to that.
Under the final clause of the Bill the
Lands Department relinquishes its obligation to control noxious weeds in the
metropolitan area, which in the past
has cost £50,000 a year. I understand
that the Government will amend the
Local Government Act to enable municipalities to proclaim noxious weeds in
their districts, and that the Government
is prepared to reimburse them the cost of
doing so.
Mr. SMITH.-If the superintendent
agrees.
Mr. TURNBULL.-That is fair. The
proposal will save money and man

1034

Finance (Racing)

[ASSEMBLY.]

power, which can be better employed in
rural areas. It is estimated that the
expenditure required to control noxious
weeds in the metropolitan area will be
reduced to ,approximately £8,000. Much
time has been wasted by departmental
officers in the past when they have had
to visit municipalities to ascertain the
names and addresses of owners of blocks,
many of which change hands frequently. Councils will not have the same
difficulties or frustrations in that direction. Therefore, the Opposition supports
the clause. I trust the Minister will
agree to a week's interval between the
second reading and the consideration of
the Bill in Committee, so that proposed
amendments can be finalized. We do
not mind who submits them; if the
Government is prepared to adopt them,
we shall be happy. We feel that the
amendments foreshadowed could, to a
small degree, improve the Bill, which
we approve.
On the motion of Mr. BOLTE (Leader
of the Opposition), the debate was adjourned until next day.
FINANCE (RACING) BILL.
Mr. CAIN (Premier and Treasurer),
by leave, !poved for leave· to bring in
a Bill to amend the Police Offences Acts,
the Totalizator Act 1930, the Trotting
Races Act 1946 and the Stamps Acts in
respect of certain financial matters relating to racecourses and race-meetings,
and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a
first time.
Mr. CAIN (Premier and Treasurer).I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this Bill is to give legislative effect to the racing taxation proposals outlined in the Budget, other than
the totalizator proposals, which will be
dealt with in a separate Bill. That measure, altering the amounts received by
racing clubs from totalizator investments,
and relating to the question of the
doubles tote, will be introduced by the
Chief Secretary.

Bill:

Mr. BOLTE.-There is plenty of time
for that.
Mr. CAIN.-There is not plenty of
time, because the longer the enactment
of that legislation is delayed, the longer
will the racing clubs be deprived of their
larger share of deductions from totalizator investments. The provisions of this
Bill fall under two main headings-those
relating to racing clubs, and those relating to taxation on betting. The provisions concerning racing clubs are contained in clauses 2, 3 and 4. They provide
for the repeal of the tax of 3 per cent.
on the gross revenue of racing clubs and
an increase in the payment by metropolitan racing clubs to country racing clubs
from! per cent. to 1 per cent. of gross
revenue. The tax of 3 per cent. on the
gross revenue of racing clubs represented
approximately the sum of £30,000. Payments by metropolitan racin.g clubs to
country clubs of ~ per cent. of their
gross revenue amounted to about £6,000
or £7,000.
At the present time, the annual fee
payable f·or a licence for a racecourse is
£1 plus a sum equal to 3 per cent. of
the gross revenue received by such racecourse where the revenue exceeds £1,500,
and 2 per cent. where the revenue is
between £600 and £1,500. In future, the
annual licence fee will be £1. The tax
on gross revenue now to be repealed
was first imposed in 1906 in place of State
income tax. It has thus been in operation for more than 45 years. Metropolitan race clubs now contribute an
amount equal to ! per cent. of their.
gross Tevenue to a fund for distribution
among country race clubs. The Bill
provides for this contribution to be increased to an' amount equal to 1 per
cent. of the gross revenue of metropolitan race clubs. This principle will
also be adopted by the Trotting Control
Board in respect of trotting-race
meetings in country districts.
I turn now to those provisions of the
Bill which amend the Stamps Act 1946
and the Stamps (Betting Tax) Act 1951.
These provisions, which are contained
in clauses 5 and 6 of the Bill, are
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designed primarily to implement the
following Budget proposals:1. Abolition of the winning-bets tax.
2. Abolition of the super t'ax on bets
of £5 and over.
3. Substitution of a turnover tax.
4. Reducti'On of duty on betting
tickets.
The Bill also contains certain ancilloary proposals necessary for the more
effective protection of the revenue. It
is proposed to repeal the present winning-bets provision which imposes a tax
on the punter at the rate of 3d. on
,every lOs. of his winnings and, in lieu
thereof, to require the bookmaker to
pay a turnover tax on his gross holdings. Such a tax has been operating for
a number of years in New South Wales,
South Austrnlia, and Tasmania.
After careful consideration, the
Government has decided to vary the
original plan for a rate of 2 per cent.
on all turnover throughout the State.
The Bill provides for a rate of 2 per
-cent. in respect of bookmakers operating on racecourses' at Flemington, Caulfield, Moonee Valley, and the Show.grounds (Ascot Vale), and a rate of 1!
per cent. in respect of all other race
and sports meetings.
Mr. BOLTE.-Who polices these provisions?
Mr. CAIN.-An officer known as the
supervisor of bookmakers is responsible
for the supervision and policing of legislation relating to racing taxation. With
the imposition of the turnover tax, book'makers will no longer be required to
pay the super tax on bets of £5 and
over, and the amount of duty to be
paid by them on betting tickets will be
reduced from the present rates of 6d.,
3d., 2d., l!d., and 1d. to the rates as
set out in the Bill.
The new rates of duty on betting
tickets are as follows:Any betting ticket issued by a
bookmaker on any racecourse within
20 miles of the post office at the corner
of Bourke and Elizabeth streets,
MelbourneIn the grandstand enclosure,
including that portion. of the
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Royal Showgrounds racecourse at Ascot Vale known
as "A" ring
2d.
I~ that portion of the racecourse grounds known as the
Hill on the Flemington racecourse, as the Guineas on the
Caulfield racecourse, as B "
ring on the Royal Showgrounds racecourse at Ascot
Vale or as the South Hill or
the Flat on the Moonee Valley
1d.
racecourse
Elsewhere in the racecourse
!d.
grounds ..
Any betting ticket issued by a
bookmaker on any racecourse not being within 20 miles of the said post
officeIn the gran?stand enclosure .. 1d.
Elsewhere in the racecourse
grounds ..
!d.
Any betting ticket issued by a
bookmakerOn any sports ground wi thin 20
miles of the said post office 1d.
On any other sports ground in
!d.
Victoria ..
As examples of the operation of the
new ticket rates, the duty on betting
tickets issued by bookmakers at racemeetings in the grandstand enclosures
in the metropolitan area will be 2d. instead of 6d., on the fiats !d. instead of
Id., and at country race-meetings 1d.
instead of 2d. and 3d. as as present.
Similarly, the duty on tickets issued at
metropoli tan speed coursing meetings
will be 1d. instead of 2d. and at country
speed coursing meetings ! d. instead .)f
1d.
The principal ancillary proposal contained in the Bill is that, from and after
a date to be proclaimed, the Comptroller
of Stamps will issue all betting books
in a common form. The present practice
is f'Or the bookmaker to obtain his books
from private sources and for the books
to be submitted for verification prior to
use. It is also proposed that, in lieu of
the present practice of lodging the whole
book with the Comptroller for the checking of the weekly statements, it will, in
future, be ne,cessary to lodge only the
relevant sheets. This system has been
II
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found desirable and satisfactory in New
South Wales where, as I have stated,
the turnover tax already operates, and
it will facilitate the supervision of the
Act and help materially in preventing
possible evasions to the detriment of the
revenue.
Separate dates of operation of the
main proposals and the ancillary proposals are provided, as it seems certain
tha t, from a practical point of view.
the immediate introduction of the neW
betting books will not be possible. The
Bill contains also necessary transitory
provisions to avoid possible difficulties
which would otherwise arise in the
event of proclamation during the currency of a weekly period as defined in
the Act.
I shall now indicate the effect on
Consolidated Revenue of the provisions
of the Bill. Under existing conditions
the revenue from racing taxation is as
follows:Stamp duty on betting
tickets
£248,000
Super tax paid by bookmakers on bets of £5
and over
175,000
Winning-bets tax
825,000
3 per cent. tax on gross
revenue of race clubs
38,000
Bookmakers' licences
46,000
Total revenue

£1,332,000

Under the new proposals it is estirna ted that the revenue will be as
follows:Stamp duty on betting
tickets
£146,000
turnover
Bookmakers'
1,000,000
tax
46,000
Bookmakers' licences
Total revenue

£1,192,000

The net cost to the Budget of the
proposals in this Bill is therefore
£140,000.
Mr. BOLTE.-That is a guess.
Mr. Cain.

(Amendl1umt) Bill.

Mr. CAIN.-The Treasury officials
who make these estimates are never
very far out. It is true that some years
ago the estimates of receipts from trotting were less ,than the amount that was
realized. Generally speaking, however,
the estimates 'Of those officers of the
Treasury associated with the racing
industry are not far wrong. As it is
the desire of the Government that the
change in the rates of taxation to be
paid by bookmakers be made 'as early
as possible, and as there are 'a number
of administrative details to be finalized,
I ,ask members to give early consideration to the Bill.
On the motion of Mr. BOLTE
(Leader of the Opposition), the debate
was adjourned until Tuesday, Oct'Ober
12.
ENTERTAINMENTS TAX
(AMENDMENT) BILL.
The House went into Committee of
\¥ays and Means.
Mr. CAIN (Premier and Treasurer).I moveThat the rates ef entertainments tax to
be charged levied cellected and paid fer
the use ef Her Majesty and in aid of the
censelidated revenue under the Entertainments Tax Acts shall be(a) where
all the performers whose
werds er actiens censtitute the
entertainment are present and
perferming and the entertainment
censists selely ef ene er mere 0'1
the fell owing items(i) stage play;
(ii) ballet;
(iii) performance
of
music
(whether vocal or instrumental) ;
(iv) lecture;
(v) recitation;
(vi) music-hall er other variety
entertainment; or
(vii) circus or travelling showas set out in the secend column of '
the table appended heretO';
(b) where
the entertainment censists
solely ef a game er sport in which
human beings are the sole participants (but net including dancing or
skating unless conducted solely for
competitive purposes) and the
entertainment is conducted by a
society institution or cemmittee not
established or carried on for profit
-as set eut in the secend column
ef that table; and

Entertaimnents Tax
(c)
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in all other cases-as set out in the third column of that table.
First Colunm.

Second Column.

Third Column.

Where the Payment for Aurnission (excluding the Amount of the Tax).

Rates of Tax.

Rates of Tax.

Is two shillings and sixpence or less ..
Exceeds two shillings and sixpence but does not exceed three
shillings
Exceeds three shillings but does not exceed three shillings and
sixpence
Exceeds three shillings and sixpence but does not exceed four
shillings
.
]~xceeds four shillings but docs not .exceed four shillings and
sixpence
Exceeds four shillings and sixpence but does not exceed five
shillings
Exceeds five shillings but does not exceed five shillings and sixpence

Nil
Nil

Nil
Threepence

Nil

Sixpence

Nil

Eightponce

Threepence

Tenpence

Fourpence

One shilling

Sixpence

Exceeds five shillings and sixpence but does not exceed six shillings

Seven pence

Exceeds six shillings but docs not exceed six shillings and sixpence

Ninepence

Exceeds six shillings and sixpence but does not exceed seven
shillings
Exceeds seven shillings but does not exceed seven shillings and
sixpence
~Jxceeds seven shillings and sixpence

Tenpence

One shilling and
twopence
One shilling and
fourpence
One shilling and
sixpence
One shilling and
eightpence
One shilling and
tenpence
Two shillings

The motion was agreed to, and the
resolution was reported to the House and
adopted.
Leave was given to Mr. Cain (Premier
and Treasurer) and Mr. Galvin (Chief
Secretary) to bring in a Bill to carry out
the resolution.
lUr. CAIN (Premier and Treasurer)
brough t in a Bill " to provide for reduced
rates of entertainments tax," and moved
that it be read a first time.
The motion was agreed to, and the
Bill was read a first time.
Mr. CAIN (Premier and Treasurer).I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

This measure has been introduced for the
purpose of providing further concessions
in respect of entertainments tax. A5
stated in the Budget speech, the maximum rate of tax payable on admission
prices to live shows will be limited to
ls. in lieu of 2s. as at present. The
concession will mean that the entertainments tax on those entertainments will
be reduced by 100 per cent. Last year,
the entertainments tax on this class of
entertainment wa~ reduced to 2s., and
at that time I promised that the Governmen t would review the charge in the

One shilling
One shilling

light of circumstances existing during
the current financial year. In respect of
entertainment~ other than live shows, the
maximum rate will be limited to 25.
Mr. BOLTE.--What about boxing?
Mr. CAIN.-That class of entertainment is included in the higher classification. The proposal now submitted to
the House is that the entertainments tax
to be charged on entertainments other
than live shows-including racing, boxing and dancing, which are in the higher
category-will be limited to 2s. At
present no maximum rate operates in
respect of those entertainments, the rate
increasing progressively according to the
admission charge. Under the Bill it will
not matter what the price of admittance
is to a show other than a live show; provided it is more than 8s., the entertainments tax will in all cases be 2s. The
admittance charge to race-meetings may
be 12s., 13s., or 14s., but the maximum
amount to be paid as entertainments tax
will be 2s.
Further, under existing conditions the
rate of tax at present payable on prices of
admission to entertainments other than
live shows is 2d. in the range between
2s. and 2s. 6d., and 4d. on prices bet~een
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2s. 7d. and 3s. The Bill will abolish the
entertainments tax where the price of
admission does not exceed 2s. 6d., and
above that amount the commencing rate
of tax will be 3d. As a result of this
concession the lower-priced theatre seats
will be cheaper.
The ..schedule to the Bill contains details
of the new rates. I think it is unnecessary to say anything more about the
reduced charges, other than to mention
that the concessions to be made ih accordance with the schedule to the Bill are in
line wi th the promise that I made last
year. I say again to-nigh t tha t the
Government will review the scale of rates
of entertainments tax from time to time.
The existing schedule of rates has been
reviewed with a view to giving assistance
to a number of people, particularly in
relation to live shows, and, as I said'
before, a reduction to the extent of
100 per cent. is being made in the amount
of tax charged for admission to those
entertainments. In respect of other
entertainments, including racing and
boxing matches, the maximum tax will
be 2s. The cost of these concession to
the Budget will be approximately
£170,000 a year. I think the decision of
the Government is a ,step in the right
direction. I trust that the Bill will be
given a speedy passage.
On the motion of iMr. BOLTE (Leader
of the Opposition), the debate was adjourned until Tuesday, October 12.
COUNTRY ROADS AND LEVEL
CROSSINGS FUNDS BILL.
Mr. CAIN (Premier and Treasurer)
presented a message from His Excellency
the Governor recommending that an
appropriation be made from the Consolidated Revenue for the purposes of
a Bill" relating to the Country Roads
Board Fund and the Level Crossings
Fund."
A resolution in accordance with the
recommendation was passed in Committee and adopted by the House.
On the motion of Mr. CAIN (Premier
and Treasurer), the Bill was brought in
and read a first time.
Mr. CAIN (Premier and Treasurer).I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

Orossings Funds Bill.

Some few months ago, the Minister of
Public Works appointed a committee of
three engineers comprising the chief
civil engineer of the Victorian Railway
Department, the chief engineer of the
Country Roads Boam, and the assistant
chief engineer of the Public Works
Department to inquire into the problem
of level crossings. All sections of the
community have felt for some considerable time that there have been too many
road accidents in the State, and in an
attempt . to meet that situation the
Government has taken certain action. It
has introduced for the first time in Victoria a 30 miles an hour speed limit in
built-up areas. Such a limit has been
in operation for a great number of years
in the other States and in some other
countries of the world. Secondly, it
introduced the right-hand turn, which,
in my view, is one of the best innovations we have seen. Apart .from possible
delay at one or two tram stops, I believe
it is going to play an important part in
speeding up traffic in the city and
suburbs.

It is well known that fur years there
have been far too many accidents at
level crossings, some of which, of course,
have been caused by carelessness.
Records in the Railway Department
disclose that a number of ears have run
into closed gates and into trains. In
some cases, cars have collided with the
centre of trains. I remember an accident of that kind occurring at Carrum
some years ago. A sectiml of the train
line there runs parallel to the Nepeanhighway. A man driving a car along
that part of the highway swung to the
left and ran right into a train. Such
people cannot be protected from themselves. However, there are 3,000 level
crossings in the State and it is the desire
of every sensible person in the community that the Government should at
least attempt to solve this problem. The
Government does not pretend that it
will overcome it completely by means of
the measure now before the House. The
provision of £250,000 from surplus
revenue will not achieve that objective
but, obviously if a start is not made,
there can be no improvement in the
situation. Notwithstanding all the criticism from members of ~:he Opposition
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Clunes to by-pass two level crossings
about the amount of the surplus in this
financial year, I hope I shall be able to
on BaUarat-Mildura line; estimated
set aside next year anothe'r £250,000cost £10,000.
or even more-Out of surplus revenue
Main Bendigo-Pyramid road, 2.4
for the important purpose in question.
miles deviation at Woodvale to by-pass
I shall not be deterred by criticism that
two level cr.ossings on, Bendigo-Swan
we should do this, that, and everything
Hill line; estimated cost £20,000.
else. Some day someone now on the
Upon those five country projects the
Opposition side of the House might
become the Leader of a Government in estimated cost totals £105,000. Subject
this State. Then he will say, "Thank to this measure being passed without
God Jack Cain was Treasurer for a few delay, the Country Roads Board proposes to make an early start. The big
years."
metropolitan jobs cannot be put in hand
The Level Crossings Committee has because the plans 'and other necessary
recommended that five major crossings preparations are not yet ready. In
in the metropolitan area should be various country places, however, we can
tackled first. They are not dangerous go ahead, and it is estimated that we
ones because they are protected by gates. may be able to spend from £30,000 to
The gates are closed when trains are £40,000 in a short time upon these
due and people are often compelled to country roads.
wait for long periods before the gates
The Government does not expect that
are reopened. Th,ousands of gallons
of petrol are wasted and thousands of the five or six metropolitan crossings
man-hours are lost because 'Of this delay and the same number of country works
at railway gates at places all over the will end the whole scheme, but it does
metropoli t'an area.
The order in hope to provide each year some progreswhich these five big metropoli tan sive undertakings that will add to the
problems are to be tackled will be protection of the motoring public, even
governed by the progress made with including the foolish people. The instalplans and preparations to carry out the lationof more flashing lights and other
signs will be greatly accelerated, and
jobs expeditiously.
In addition to these main city cross- the lay-out and visibility of level crossings, there are great numbers of others ings improved. Accidents 'at r.ailway
throughout the State, and the Govern- crossings are expensive both in their
ment proposes that a start shaH be made cost, of human life and in terms of
as speedily as possible in various parts money. This measure will make a subof the country. Certain deviation works stantial contribution to the solution of
have already been planned on main toads a problem that has been talked about
and State highways for the purpos'e of for more than 40 years while very little
by-passing railway crossings where has been done.
I trust that the 'activity of the present
accidents have occurred. Imm'ediately
the legislation is approved the Country 'Government in this regard will be an
Roads Board will commence the follow- inspiration to Governments that may
follow. Here is a proposal in which we
ing works:Main Whittlesea road, 1.25 mile are doing something for country people
deviation at Yan Yean to by-pass two as well as citizens of the metropolitan
crossings, estimated cost £15,000; a:rea. We 'are trying to save their lives,
and 0.75 mile deviation at Mernda and that is most important to all; so I
tQ by-pass two crossings, estimated ask the House to pass the Bill without
, unreasonable delay notwithstanding
,cost £10,000.
cri ticism such 'as has been levelled in
Bume Highway, 3.85 miles devia- this Chamber within the past day or
tion at Glenr.owan to by-pass two two. One member put the question,
level crossings on main Melbourne to "Why worry about this business of
Wodonga line; estimated cost £50,000. abolishing level crossings? Why don't
Main Maryborough-Ballarat road, you spend the money on the provision
1.6 mile deviation north-west to of old people's homes or something else
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of the kind?" We could justify the
expenditure of money on a great many
things, but we feel that in the direction
proposed by the Bill we shall be making
a valid contribution to the solution of a
problem that po one else has tackled.
I hope that progressively, year by year,
we shall be able to deal with other rail
crossings throughout the State, and .T
submi t this measure in the confiden t
opinion that it will meet with the
approval of the whole of the people.
On the motion of Mr. RYLAH (Kew),
the debate was adjourned until Tuesday,
October 12.
TOTALIZATOR (AMENDMENT)
BILL.
l\lr. CAIN (Premier and Treasurer)
presented a message from His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor recommending that an appropriation be made
from the Consolidated Revenue for the
purposes of a Bill "to amend the
Totalizator Act 1930."
A resolution in accordance with the
recommendation was passed in Committee and adopted by the House.
On the motion of Mr. CAIN (Premier
and Treasurer), the Bill was brough t in
and read a first time.

1.11et1'opotilan Board of 1Vo-rks

of 'Vorks. The provision b the principal Act to the effect that the maximum
gratuity shall be £500 is to be repealed,
and in lieu thereof, the maximum payment will be fixed at the equivalent of
3 years' salary.
Formerly there was no legislative
provision that Crown lands used by
the Board should revert tc the Crown.
Clause 4 provides that, in certain circumstances, land vested in the Board shall
~e surrendered to the Crown.
This is
a minor amendment.
Clause 5, which relates to the service
of notices and orders on owners or
occupiers calls for closer <consideration
than other provisions of the Bill and
I intend either to leave the discussion
of that aspect .to the Deputy Leader, the
honorable member for Kew, or to defer
my remarks concerning it until the
Committee stage.
The main purpose of ele Bill is to
increase the borrowing power of the
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works by £10,000,000. I believe that,
on all occasions when any Government
Department
or
semi-governmental
Authority seeks permission to raise a
substantial sum of spending money,
members should evince a. little more
interest than they are displaying towards this measure. Many persons who
have recently built homes on the outskirts of the metropolitan. area are in
an qnsatisfactory position so far as
amelfities are concerned. In answer to
a question asked in the House yesterday
by the honorable member for Toorak,
the Minister of Public Works intimated
that at least 34,000 home have yet to be
sewered. Possibly they are not all
located in what are regarded as built-up
areas. Moreover, although most new
districts have some form of reticulated
water supply. it is totally inadequate.

MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN
BOARD OF WORKS (AMENDMENT)
BILL.
The debate (adjourned from the previous day) on the motion of Mr.
Merrifield (Minister of Public Works) for
the second reading of this Bill was
resumed.
Mr. BOLTE (Leader of the Opposition).-Apparently, the Government
has realized suddenly that it was
necessary to pass, at short notice, a
measure to permit the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works to raise
a loan, imd I take this opportunity of .
As a result of the passage of this
indicating to the Minister of Public measure, the Board of Vilorks will be
Works that the Opposition is prepared empowered to float loans amounting to
to co-operate. The Bill is a short one. a total of £4,200,000 durir:.g the current
Clause 4 will correct an anomaly that financial year, and I consider that houseshould have been rectified many years holders in outlying districts should
ago concerning the maximum gratuity receive a better service. The Board
that may be paid to a person who is should depart from the system that has
injured when employed by the Board obtained for many years of endeavouring
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to perform all its work on a departmental basis. Surely, it could take a
leaf out of the book of other instrumentalities, and employ private contractors.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-That is being done.
Mr. BOLTE.-It is not happening to
the extent desired.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-I believe the Board
employs contractors on work in respect
of main drains more than it does on
work connected with sewers.
Mr. BOLTE.-That may be so. I
concede that perhaps the £37,000 scheme
at Eltham is too small to attract private
contractors.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-Contracts are let for
smaller amounts.
Mr. BOLTE.-The Board would be on
safer ground if it grouped several
schemes together and let a large contract. I do not think the problem i.s
one of finance.
The Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works has applied
for and received about 20 per cent. or
25 per cent. of the total borrowings for
semi-governmental works.
Possibly
supplies of materials and suitable man
power are important factors.
It is
amazing how private contractors are
able to obtain materials. Before tendering they make sure that materials are
available and that they have a pool of
labour on which to call. I do not intend
to criticize the Board, but recently many
people living around the outer perimeter
of Melbourne have informed me that
they are dissatisfied with their present
services.
I know that shortages of
ma terials and labour were followed by
a defiCiency of loan funds, but now we
have reached the stage where funds are
more readily available and the other
problems are not as acute as they were.
I realize that the Minister of Public
Works has not full control of the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works, but at least he could inform it
that it would be well advised to call for
tenders in order to clear up some of its
back-lag of work.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-If you are referring
to water supply and sewerage works,
the trouble is still a shortage of funds.
,Mr. BOLTE.-The financial problem
is not as difficult as it was.
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l\ir. MERRIFIELD.-The Board received
the same cut as every other body at the
Loan Council meeting.
Mr. BOLTE.-There is a division of
opinion as to whether there has been
a cut. On the other hand, it can be
argued that in the past few years the
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board ~)f
Works has not received its fair share of
loan funds, whereas the State Electricitv
Commission has probably received mor~
than its appropriate share. I have a
record of the amounts of loan funds
approved for the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works over the past
four years. I do not intend to criticize
the Minister of Public Works, but when
a Bill such as this is introduced Opposition members should receive more information than is usually supplied. We
are merely informed that it is desired
to approve of a further £10,000,000
for the Board. We are not told what
funds they were given last year or in
other years. We do not know whether
the loans are underwritten.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-Are those aspects
material? I have supplied information
similar to that supplied in 1952.
Mr. BOLTE.-Of course, these details
are relevant. Surely it is worth noting
that the approved amount for this year
is £4,200,000, as against £3,600,000 last
year, £4,400,000 the year before, and
£3,700,000 the year before that. When
discussing the financial situation of Victoria we must take into account the
fact that the present Government will
have £116,000,000 to spend, plus
£42,500,000
of
loan
funds,
plus
£31,000,000 of loan moneys raised by
semi-governmental
bodies,
plus
£10,000,000 provided by the Commonwealth Government for housing. Such
figures are relevant and the Opposition
is endeavouring to assist the Government
to apportion the moneys available to it.
It is necessary to determine how funus
can best be spent in the interests of the
State.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-I have been a member for eleven years and I have never
heard of data such as you seek being
supplied in connexion with a 10dn
applica tion Bill.
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Mr. BOLTE.-If Parliament is a business institution, such information ought
to be supplied.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-No Government has
done so.
Mr. BOLTE.-Such an omission to
supply necessary information is wrong,
as I am sure the Minister of Education
will agree. Incidentally, the total spending of Victoria is a substantial 'amount
compared with the income of Australia,
and this £4,000,000 represents about onefiftieth of the total spending of Government instrumentalities, including revenue
and loan funds.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-In most cases spending by the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works is reproductive. In
many Government Departments, such
as the Education Department, the expenditure is not reproductive.
Mr. BOLTE.-In discussing the expenditure of this particular sum, it is wel1
for honorable members to realize that
this £4,000,000 must be repaid into the
Loan Repayments Fund by means 0f
interest and other charges levied by the
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works and will not be a lasting charge
upon the State. We must ensure that the
finances of the State do not get out vi
balance.
When the interest charge
against revenue mounts by £2,000,000 a
year, the Treasurer and the Opposition
should concern themselves in the matter.
We should make sure that not more
than 75 per cent." of the loan expenditure
is non-productive. To offset the increased
interest payment of £2,000,000, Victoria
should receive back at least £500,000,
so that this State is not put into the
" red" any further.
If there had been a longer adjournment of the debate, it could have been
developed, not on parochial lines but on
the basis of the needs of the people and
the necessity for the 'Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works to provide
an ur.gently needed adequate water ~up
ply, which is the first priority, followed
in due course by sewerage facilities for
occupiers of the 34,000 homes still awaiting this essential amenity.

Metropolitan Board of Works

Colonel LEGGATT (Mornington).The passage of this Bill, which has been
introduced hurriedly, is necessary to permit the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works to increase :its borrowing
power. The ~oard is rapidly reaching
its limit and urgently requires additional
funds. The main purpose of the measure
is to enable the Board to raise an extra
£10,000,000. Authority must be obtained
from the Australian Loan Council as to
the amount of the loan which can be
floated. I understand the urgency of
the measure, but a number of minor
amendments are also included, and the
Opposition has had insufficient opportunity to study them in detail.
Clause 5 substitutes a new section for
the existing one relating to the service
of notices and orders on owners or occupiers. This is a somewhat drastic clause
to include in a Bill of this type, and I
suggest to the Minister of Public Works
that in Committee he should agree to its
deletion. Perhaps another more suitable
one can be inserted later. I agree that
the existing legislation regarding the service of notices places too much onus on
the Board. The effect of clause 5 is
to enable the Board to post an ordinary
letter-not by registered post-addressed
to the owner or occupier oJ a property.
That is deemed to be suffichmt service of
notice for proceedings in a court action,
subject to a statutory declaration made
by the person who posted the letter.
This is a drastic provision, and I think the
Minister of Public Works will agree
that it is unfair to include it in a Bill
of this nature. In Committf.:~e, I feel sure
that the honorable gentleman will agree
to delete the clause and arrange for
another one, agreeable to the Opposition,
when the Bill is sent to another place.
The main purpose of the m'easure is to
authorize the Board to raise additional
funds by way of loan, and I agree that
it is necessary. The Board. was fo:rmed
to provide a water supply for the metropolitan area, and subsequently it was
given responsibility for drainage and
sewerage facilities. Since the inception
of this body, the metropolitan area has
expanded considerably. The area under
the jurisdiction of the Board has been
extended from time to time, and its
responsibilities have increased.

(A mendment)
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Mr. SHEPHERD.-The people wanted
that.
Colonel LEGGATT.-J agree with that
statement. I trust that the responsibilities of the Board will be extended still
further. Its activities are growing with
the rapid increase in the number of
houses being built on the outer edge of
the metropolis, for which the Board has
to provide water, sewerage and drainage
facilities. In some instances, the Board
has insufficient money and inadequate
staff and equipment to cope with the
situation. Complaints are made on all
sides that its programme is well in
arrears. Officers of the Board agree
that in some directions it will take ten
years to make up the leeway.
I reiterate the statement by the
Leader of the Opposition regarding the
use by the Board of private contractors.
In certain instances contracts should be
let, as other Departments have done, to
speed up the work. Municipal councils
adopt the sa'me course. Frequently, on
the recommendation of the engineer,
outside assistance is obtained to make
roads and carry out other work by contract. The engineer 'is thus enabled to
devote his time to other matters. The
Board of Works should adopt the same
system and employ private contractors
to help it catch up the lag in its programme.
As the honorable members for
Scoresby and Gippsland West stated
during the Budget debate, residents in
the Cranbourne and Berwick districts
are crying out for water. The huge
housing undertaking to be proceeded
with in the vicinity of Dandenong at a
cost of £7,000,000 will require more
water than can be supplied by the State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission.
Water for that district is obtained from
the Bunyip river, and I hope that in
the near future it will be supplemented
by supplies from the Tarago river when
construction of the channel has been
finished.
The Parliamentary Public
Works Committee inspected the whole of
this scheme, and its members were
amazed to see, at the headwaters of
the Bunyip river, a pipe 2 feet in
diameter and a small dam measuring
about 10 feet by 15 feet, which is used
to supply all the water for the Mornington peninsula, including Dandenong.
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Water is flowed into the 2-foot pipe and
it passes down a race to the Beaconsfield
reservoir and supplements to a certain
degree the Lysterfield reservoir. That
is the source of supply for the whole of
the Mornington peninsula, including
Dandenong, Carrum, Chelsea, and part
of Mordialloc, as well as the towns of
Berwick, Garfield, and Pakenham.
It is hoped that at an early date-at
least on the completion of the Upper
Yarra dam in 1956-the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works will take
over the area which embraces Dandenong, Frankston, Mordialloc, Carrum,
Chelsea, and Seaford. That will add to
the responsibilities of the Board, which
will require additional money to carry
out necessary works. Prior to the completion of the Upper Yarra dam, pipes
should be renewed, so that the service
can come into operation as soon as the
dam is completed. That will extend the
functions of the Board, and provision
should be made for outside contractors
to tender for and undertake certain of
the work. Although the Board has done
a wonderful job over the years, the stage
has been reacheCi where it has more
work than it can handle.
Mr. SHEPHERD.-That is not the
fault of the Board.
Colonel LEGGATT.-Added responsibilities have been thrust upon the
organization. For instance, in an endeavour to buy land as cheaply as possible, the Housing Commission has purchased areas not provided with water
and sewerage facilities.
Immediately
homes have been erected on those
estates the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works has been called upon to
provide these essential services. With
the huge demands being made it is no
wonder that the work of the Board is
in arrears. I consider that the proposal
submitted by the Leader of the Opposition should be considered and implemented. That would enable the Board
to overtake its arrears and continue its
good work of the past. Apart from
objecting to clause 5, the Opposition
commends the Bill.
Mr. PETTY (Toorak).-This measure
which proposes an increase of £10,000,000
in the borrowing power of the Melbourne
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and Metropolitan Board of Works, is
similar to a Bill that was introduced in
March. 1953, to increase the borrowing
powers of that body by £5,000,000. At
that time, the Board had plans for works
to cost more than £11,000,000.
The
principal items of expenditure were:The Upper Yarra dam, £3,235,000; Upper
Yarra-Silvan conduit, £1,100,000; laying of water mains, £890,000; various
water supply works, £650,000; and main
and reticulation sewers, £2,200,000. We
all recall the shortage of water experienced in many parts of the metropolis
during the last few summers, particularly in outer suburbs, and it was hoped
that the efforts of the Board to prevent
a recurrence of shortages of water supplies during the coming summer would
be speeded up. However, a few months
ago, I asked a question in this House as
to the possibility of the Board being
able to meet all demands made upon it
during the coming summer months, and
at that time it wa.s indicated that insufficient progress had been made with
the construction of big mains. I hope
the Minister of Public Works will see
that the work is expedited, because there
are indications that dry conditions will
prevail during the summer, with the
result that there will be great demands
on our water supply, particularly in
outer areas. It is a matter of regret
tha t this work has not proceeded as
quickly as was expected.
Yesterday, members were informed
that approximately 35,000 homes in the
metropolitan area are not connected to
the sewer mains of the Board. As a
result of the way in which Melbourne
has been developed it has been almost
impossible for the Board to provide
water and sewerage facilities in areas
where new houses have been constructed.
An examination of the figures submitted
yesterday reveals that approximately
one-third of the houses at present not
sewered could be supplied with sewerage
facili ties if the mains through the Box
Hill area were completed.
When conSidering an increase' in the
borrowmg powers of the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works, it is
interesting to study the AuditorGeneral's report for 1953.
Figures
quoted in that document indicate that
Mr. Petty.
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out of a revenue' of £3,862,000, the
Board sustained a deficit of £161,000,
and that the accumulated deficit for the
last two years was more than £200,000.
Further, all interest is charged in full
through the revenue account, as the
Board does not follow the policy of
capitalizing interest on construction
works in progress. Out oJ the expenditure of £3,612,656, interest, including
overseas
exchange,
arr:.ounted
to
£1,682,733-nearly 50 per cent. of the
working expenses. Becausl~ the Board
requires additional capital to carry out
construction jobs each year a larger
percentage of the Board's revenue must
go to meet the interest bill. In the year
1953, the average interest rate was
£3 13s. 5d. per cent. as compared with
£3 11s. 9d. per cent. in the previous year.
The cost of raising money has increased
over the past year or two., and I am
afraid that in the next few years a
similar tendency will be sr.: own in the
over-all 'interest rate on loan money
obtained by the Board.
The Board must develop its works in
the outer areas as quickly as possible so
that additional revenue may be earned
to meet the rising interest bill and
increasing administration costs. I have
already indicated that over the last two
years. the Board has incurred a deficit of
more than £200,000, and unless its earning capacity is increased it will be faced
with greater deficits from year to
year. I support the views expressed by
other members of the Opposition, because
the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board
of Works is recognized as one of the
finest of Government instru:nentalities.
If its borrowing powers are extended as
proposed, there is no doubt that it will
spend the additional money wisely and
that it win continue to providf! sewerage,
drainage, and water supply services for
which purpose it was constituted.
Mr. BLOOMFIELD (Malvern).-I,
too, support the opinions expressed by
fellow members of the Opposition concerning the Bill, the main pu~ose of
which is to increase the borrowing
powers of the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works. It was on account of
the desirability of such borrowing powers
being increased that the Opposition
agreed to the debate on the motion for
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the second reading of the measure to be
continued at extremely short notice.
There appears to be general agreement
that an extension of the, Board's borrowing capacity is justified and that the
additional money should be raised without delay. On that ground there is no
objection to a hasty consideration of
the measure.
In addition to the clause providing
for an increase in the general borrowing
power of the Board, the measure contains other clauses which effect amendments to the principal Act on other matters, but which the twelve or fourteen
members who at the moment are present
in this Chamber have had no reasonable opportunity of considering. The
action of the Government provides
another example of its practice of forcing legislation through the House, merely
because it has the support of a majority
vf members.
I direct attention, first, to clause 3
of the Bill which seeks to effect an
amendment, which is not unimportant,
of section 40 of the principal Act. One
would be safe in wagering that since the
introduction of the Bill not one member
of this Assembly has read section 40.
For that reason I shall say that the
section is, in my opinion, extremely
unsatisfactory in its present form and
requires amendment other than in the
manner provided for in the Bill.
The section I am discussing provides
that if an officer or servant of the Board
dies or is permanently disabled as the
direct result of an accident or injury
sustained without negligence on his part,
the Board may pay certain compensation.
On reading section 40 one would
naturally wonder what is the meaning
of " accident or injury." Is the expression to be given the same interpretation
as a similar expression in the Workers
Compensation Acts, and upon whom lies
the obligation to determine whether an
accident or injury was sustained without
negligence on the part of an officer of
the Board?
Section 40 of the principal Act provides also that the Board may pay
compensation to the relatives of a
deceased officer or workman. That,
again, is a matter that might well be
Session 1954.-[41]
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considered by this House in view of
the fact that the workman or offic~r
concerned might have made a will disposing of his estate in a particular manner. The questions involved should not
be determined by a thin House and at
such short notice.
Clause 4 of the Bill provides for an
amendment of section 58 of the principal
Act but, again, I should think that not
one member of the Assembly has read
section 58 since the Bill was introduced.
Other members who have spoken on the
Bill have referred to the dangers inherent in clause 5. There are other
objections to which attention has not
yet been directed, particularly to proposed new SUb-section (4) of section 223
of the principal Act, as set out in clause
5. It appears to me that somebody in
some way must establish that the statutory declaration there mentioned is in
fact attached to a true copy of a notice
or order to an owner, as provided for
in the Bill, but the manner in which
that fact is to be established is not made
clear.
I have been told informally that there
is an absurdity in clause 6 of the Bill.
I suggest that in the circumstances the
Minister of Public Works should be content if, for the time being, the House
approved of the borrowing powers of
the Board being increased by £10,000,000
and that he should give further consideration to the points I have raised
concerning the remaining clauses of the
Bill. If that were done members would
be able to examine more closely the
various matters involved, which cannot
be regarded as urgent.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time and
committed.
Clauses 1 and 2 were agreed to.
Clause 3 (Gr·atuities on death from
injury or disablement).
l\lr.
BLOOMFIELD
(Malvern).Before this clause is agreed to by the
Committee, I should like the Minister to
give some information on the points
raised by me in my second-reading
speech. Clause 3 will amend section 40
of the principal Act, which provides,
inter aliaIn the event of the death or the permanent disablement of any officer or
workman employed by the Board as the
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direct result of accident or injury sustained
without negligence . . . the Board may
cause to be paid to such officer or workman
or to such of the surviving relatives of such

officer or workman as the Board thinks fit
any gratuity . . . .

I would submit to the Committee that
honorable members are entitled t'0 have
from the Minister information, first of
all, as to whether the expression" accident or injury" is intended to have the
same meaning as has been given to it
or to similar expressions by the courts
in relation to workers compensation
legislation. If it is intended to have that
meaning even members who are not of
a legalistic turn of mind will have
noticed from to-day's newspapers that
it covers a heart attack and various
fatalities resulting from what are
ordinarily called illnesses. This Parliament, in my submission, might very well
not have had those illnesses in mind and
one can be quite sure the legislature
did not have them in mind when the
workers compensation legislation was
first introduced.
Colonel LEGGATT.-I pointed that out
at the time.
Mr. BLOOMFIELD.-I am glad to be
in such good company. That is the first
point to which the Minister might direct
his attention and upon which he might
give the Committee information. The
next matter-this is hardly in strict
order-is the question of upon whom
the burden is to rest to prove that the
accident or injury was the direct result
of employment by the Board. What
standard does the Minister contemplate
shall be applied in reaching that decision, and what parties, if any, are to
have an opportunity of establishing
either 'pro or con? What procedure
is contemplated by the Minister in that
regard'? Then there is the matter of
the payment to the surviving relatives.
Has the Minister considered that a
case might arise of a man with some
remote relatives whom perhaps he has
never seen and to whom he is in no
way attached? There is the possibility
that he might have what is now known
in these days as a de facto wife; or
he might have left all his estate by will
to some person. The Committee will
notice that whereas there had been a
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limit of £500 in respect of gratuities on
death from injury or disablement, with
the passing of this amending Bill, there
will be no limit except that of three
years' salary or wages, which might
amount in the case of a senior officer to
several thousand pounds.
For those
reasons, I submit to the Committee that
either this clause should not now be
proceeded with or that the Minister
should give the Committee full information as to the intention underlying
the Bill.
Mr. MERRIFIELD (Minister of PublicWorks).-The honorable member for
Malvern poses questions to a Minister
who, after all, is not a Minister supervising the particular authority concerned.
Mr. BLOOMFIELD.-Whose fault is
that?
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-This is legislation covering an authority whieh is
self-governing in its own right, and
obviously many of the issues that have
been posed to me by the honorable member for Malvern are within the discretion
of the Board itself.
Mr. BLOOMFIELD.-That is obviously
not so. What does the Act say?
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-Section 40 of the
principal Act was obviously designed to
enable the Board to make what might
be termed an ex gratia payment to an
employee for permanent disablement, or,
in the case of death, an ex gratia payment to a relative. It seems to be immaterial whether permanent disablement or death is the direct result of an
accident or injury. In the same way, to
whom the money is paid seems to me
to be equally immaterial when one
. realizes that it is a question of discretion
resting with the Board.
Mr. BLOOMFIELD.-I want to know
why the distinction is made?
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-The honorable
member for Malvern will appreciate that
the third last line of SUb-section (1)
of section 40 contains the expression
"as the Board thinks fit." Therefore, it is not mandatory on the Board
to make any particular payment; it is
a matter of discretion. One can assume
that a responsible Board of 48 Commissioners would have a number of expert
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technical and financial officers to advise
it. No doubt legal luminaries are retained by the Board in an advisory
capacity. I think that all the matters
raised by the honorable member for
Malvern are such as would have to be
brought before the Board before it made
its individual determination in each case.
,Mr. BLOOMFIELD.-Does not the Minister take the view that this Committee
should understand the measure that it
is considering?
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-The Bill is quite
understandable.
Mr. BLOOMFIELD.-Explain it to the
Committee.
'Mr. IMBRRIFIELD.-It is intended to
give the Board discretionary power.
Mr. BLOOMFIELD.-Yes, but in what
cases?
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-In those cases
where the Board thinks the injury or
death has been the direct result of an
accident; it is not what I think but what
the Board thinks.
:Mr. BLOOMFIELD.-The section does not
refer to what the Board thinks about
anything; it merely uses the expression
"where it is the direct result."
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-If the honorable
member for ,Malvern reads that portion
to which I referred earlier, he will see
that the Board has discretion in these
matters.
Mr. BLOOMFIELD.-That is a discretion
relating only to the selection of the
relatives.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-No, the whole
matter is discretionary, as I read the
section.
IMr. BLOOMFIELD.-The Minister reads
it wrongly if he reads it in that way.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-I have not the
legal knowledge possessed by the honorable member for Malvern. However, I
consider that the whole matter is discretionary, because the maximum, even
though previously fixed at £500, is a
discretionary payment. Therefore, if the
Board thought fit, it could fix the payment at one farthing. There is a completely discretionary power in the Board
to make such payments; that is obvious.
IMr. BLOOMFIELD.-But the circumstances under which a payment is made
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are not discretionary, and I want the
Minister to explain to the Committee
what those circumstances are.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-Obviously, I do
not know what particular circumstances
could arise in various cases.
A
man might fall down a manhole
or might meet with some other type
of mishap. Men might fall off motor
vehicles. Any type of acciden t could
occur. Obviously, it IS not for the Minister to attempt to explain such matters.
I suggest that if the honorable member
for Malvern wants the relevant information it would be more appropriate for
him to refer to the Board. The legislation has been enacted and the discretion
is exercised by the Board itself. All
that is 'Proposed in this clause is to lift
the maximum of £500 to such an
amount as the Board itself' may determine in all the circumstances.
Mr. RYLAH (Kew).-I should like to
enter this d~bate in order to make
one point. It would seem clear from the
discussion of this measure to-night that
w hen a Bill is being in troduced to
increase borrowing powers it is desirable
that it should not be cluttered up with
some curious provisions, possibly required by the Boa'rd of Works for some
considerable time, but in regard to which
they have not fully instructed the Minister. I am rather surprised because the
Minister of Public Works has a reputation for insisting upon a complete case
being placed before him.
Mr. MERRIFIELD.-Will the honorable
member for Kew explain what section
40 means, or his view on the question of
the discretion the Board might exercise?
Mr. RYLAH.-I think it might be
desirable in the interests of this Chamber
finishing its business at a reasonable hour
to-night if we did not embark upon a
deb a te as to the meaning of the section.
The Opposition has made its point,
and is content to let the matter rest.
In my view, it is preferable that a
measure aimed at increasing the
borrowing power of a Government
instrumentality should not embody other
provisions.
The clause was agreed to, as was
clause 4.
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Clause 5 (Service of notices and
orders on owners or occupiers).
Mr. RYLAH (Kew) .-1 urge members to reject the clause, which I have
discussed with the Minister of Public
Works and the secretary of the Board.
The honorable gentleman agrees that the
provision is of a controversial character
and that it should be deleted. I have
undertaken that, should the Board of
Works convince him and myself between
now and the time the measure is debated
by the Upper House that an amendment
is needed urgently, the Opposition will
co-operate in the drafting of a suitable
provision.
The clause was negatived.
Clause 6 was agreed to.
The Bill 'was reported to the House
with an amendment, and passed through
its remaining stages.
ADJOURNMENT.
TRAFFIC REGULATION: OPERATION OF
SIGNAL LIGHTS.

Mr. MERRIFIELD (Minister of Public
Works) .-1 moveThat the House, at its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday next at half-past Two o'clock.

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. MERRIFIELD (Minister of Public
Works).-I moveThat the House do now adjourn.

Mr. RYLAH (Kew) .-During the
Budget debate last evening I referred to
a serious traffic blockage that occurred
in Collins-street, Melbourne, as a result
of a happening at the corner of Swanston and Collins streets. In the course
of my remarks, I complimented· a
member of the Police Force who obtained
a lift from Spring-street to the
jntersection of Swanston and Collins
streets, where he sought the co-operation
of the constable on point duty to alter
the light cycle with the view of moving
traffic in Collins-street which at that
time consisted of numerous motor-cars
and about twenty trams. The constable
altered the lights at the intersection and
thus enabled the traffic blockage in
Collins-street to be cleared.
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To my amazement, however, the
Minister of Health, who was seated at
the table when I made my speech, commented to the effect that the constable
on duty had no right to interfere with
the traffic lights. I cannot believe that
such an attitude would be assumed by
the Government; it seems to be one
that would rather be taken by the Melbourne City Council. My understanding
is that police officers are authorized to
operate traffic lights 'in an emergency,
and it is most desirable that they should
be empowered to do so. I claim that, if
the constable to whom I referred had
not altered the traffic lights, the congestion would not have been cleared. As
the Chief Secretary is now in the
Chamber I ask him to indicate the policy
of the Government concerning the
matter.
Mr. GALVIN (Chief Secretary).Possibly there is some misunderstanding.
I think it is recognized generally that the
police are empowered to alter the traffic
lights or to take over manual control
of traffic should the necessity arise. If
that were not so, chaotic conditions
would develop. I believe there has been
a happy relationship between the police
and traffic officers of the Melbourne City
Council. The policeman who altered the
lights is to be commended for his action.
I think all members will agree that, since
the introduction of the new traffic regulations, the Police Force has done an
excellent job. Police officers have not
assumed an overbearing attitude; on the
contrary they have displayed many acts
of courtesy. They have used a considerable measure of initiative which, of
course, is expected of members of the
Force. I hope sincerely that the day
will never arrive when a policeman will
become an automaton. I have been
informed that, in certain circumstances,
the Melbourne City Council objects to an
alteration of the light cycle, because the
synchronization of the lights is thus
destroyed. That condition, however, is
preferable to a blockage which might
hold up traffic for as long as threequarters of an hour.
The motion was agreed to.
'The House adjourned at 11.10 p.m.
until T'l.lesday, October 12.
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2651, 2652.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 479.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Bus timing on Bourke-street
route, 1759, 2235; tram and bus services, 2235; non-collection of bus fares,
2235.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 452.
Mental Hygiene (Maintenance)
Bill,
2248.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1773.
Police Department-Dismissal of officer
by Police Discipline Board, 1461.
police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 359.
Portland Harbor Trust (Amendment>
Bill, 1629.
Railways (Commissioners' Salaries) Bill,
2607.
Soldier
Settlement - Interim
lease
liability of settlers, 436; capital value
of blocks, 1846, 2232; cost of houses
and improvements, 1846, 2232.
Soldier Settlement (Financial) Bill, 2373.
State Forests Loan Application Bill, 2619.
State Savings Bank (Deposits) Bill, 214.
Superannuation (Female Officers) Bill,
468.
Tattersall Consultations - Government
revenue, . 770; ticket-selling facilities,
770, 791.

Cameron, Hon. E. P.-continued.
Town and Country Planning Bill, 381.
Town and Country Planning (Metropolitan Area) Bill, 2511.
Transport Regulation Board-Applications
to increase bus fares, 1348.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1643, 1651, 1655, 1657.
Chairman of Committees, The (Hon. D. J.
Walters)-Rulings and Statements ofCountry Roads and Level Crossings BillPower of Council to adopt amendment,
1239.
Debate-Criticizing action of formerMinister, 456; reason advanced by
Minister for rejecting amendment, 456;
Minister's statement regarding activities of the Government, 457; discussing
Commul1ism, 459; relevancy of remarks,
459, 1782; member answering question
at appropriate time, 459; withdrawal
of statements in debate, 1779.
Health (Amendment) Bill-Order of
amendments, 2328.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 456, 457, 459, 460.
Statutes Amendment Bill, 1782.
Transport Regulation (Amendment) Bill,
2741.
Chairmen of Committees, TemporaryAppointments, 3.
()handler Highway and Bridge Bill-Received from Assembly, 208; first reading, 208; second reading, 215; Committee, 218; remaining stages, 219.
Chandler, Hon. G. L. <Southern Province).
Agriculture,
Department
of-Burnley
egg-iaying contests, 2236.
Bundoora
Mental
Hospital-Proposed
entertainment of patients by Boomerang
Social Club, 2655; suggested inquiry,
2656.
Business of the House-Suspension of
sessional orders, 438, 1971.
Christmas Felicitations, 2760.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 209.
Cobbledick's Ford Reservoir, 1347.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 495.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 791,
797.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2236.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees) Bill, 2351.
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Chandler, Hon. G. L.-continued.
Country Roads and Level Crossings Funds
Bill, 1230, 1238.
Death-Sir James Kennedy, 1968.
Dog Races Bill, 1869.
Forests (Amendment) Bill, 2339.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Mornington
Undertaking) Bill, 2606.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2322, 2323,
233l.
Hous"ing Commission-Area of land held,
2501; reservations, 2501, 2711.
Legislative Council Provinces-Number
of electors enrolled, 1570.
Loan Funds-Allocations to Victoria, 770;
semi-governmental borrowing authorized, 770; amounts available to instrumentalities, 770.
Local Government (Amendment) Bill,
2650, 2652, 2653.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Metropolitan water
supply,
sewerage and main drainage, 791;
reticulated water supply for outer
metropolitan area, 791; allotment of
loan money, 791; loan applications,
1163.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Amendment) Bill, 1167, 1172,
1173.
Napier-street Bridge Bill, 2267.
POlice. Offences (Sports Grounds) Bill,
2633.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2750.
Railway Department-Upper Ferntree
Gully-Gembrook line, 495, 797.
River Murray Waters Bill, 2509.
Town and Country Planning Bill, 377,
383.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment)
Bill, 1645, 1655, 1656, 1657.
Water Bill, 2612, 2616.
Water Storage Schemes, 1347.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill, 2253.
Children'S Welfare Bill-Received from
Assembly, 1969; first reading, 1969;
second reading, 2134; Committee, 2152;
remaining stag~s, 2156.
Clarke, The Late Sir Francis GrenvilleResolution placing on record deep regret of House at death, 2837; adjournment of House as mark of respect, 2840.

Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 208;
first reading, 208; second reading, 208;
remaining stages, 209.
Cobbledick's Ford Reservoir. (See" State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission.")
Coleman, Hon. P. L. (Melbourne West
Province).
Absence of the President, 282.
Address-in-Reply to the Queen's Speech,
4; presentation, 5.
Adjournment of House-Until day and
hour to be fixed by President, 6, 496,
2759.
Aged and Infirm Persons-Provision of
homes and amenities, 803.
Agriculture, Department of-Herd testing
in Gippsland, 495; Commonwealth and
State finance for research and extension
work, 803, 1347, 2244; Government
veterinary scholarships, 1348, 2242;
veterinary surgeons employed, 1348;
Government advance for veterinary
service, 1570; Burnley egg-laying COIltests, 2242.
Albert Park Trust-Government nominee,
1970.
Appropriation Bill, 2757, 2758.
Argentine Ants, 436, 496.
Auditor-General's Salary Bill, 769, 1050,
1051.
Ballarat Orphanage-Visit of Minister,
1989.
and
Building
Building
Operations
Materials Control (Extension) Bill,
1988, 250l.
Business of the House-Days and hours
of meeting, 283, 488, 1846, 2267, 2317,
2536, 2537; suspension of sessional
orders, 438, 1846, 1970; legislative programme, 488, 570, 1658, 2267; time for
taking new business, 1970.
Camberwell City Council-Application for
transfer of land, 283.
Christmas Felicitations, 2759.
Cobbledick's Ford Reservoir, 1347.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 466,
485, 487, 495.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 769,
772, 798.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 769,
804, 809.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2232,
2233, 2241.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Finance,
800.
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Coleman, Hon. P. L.--continued.
Country Roads and Level Crossings Funds
Bill, 1069, 1174, 1233, 1236, 1237.
Country Roads Board-Erection of speedlimit signs, 2241.
Crimes Bill, 384.
Deaths-Sir James Kennedy, 1965, 1968;
Sir Frank Clarke, 2839.
Decentralized Industries-Freight charges,
2242.
Dental Care-Proposed hospital and
college, 804.
Dog Races Bill, 1568, 1858, 1867, 1869,
1870, 1871.
Education
Department - Government
scholarships, 771, 802; houses for
teachers at Mildura Technical School,
2241; school at Ballarat for children
needing special tuition, 2241; acquisition
of land for State primary schools, 2605.
Entertainments Tax (Amendment) Bill,
1069, 1239.
Fencing \Vire-Shortage of supplies, 1070.
Finance (Racing) Bill, 1056, 1240, 1245.
Fisheries and Game Department-Minimum size of Murray cod, 2242.
Forests (Amendment) Bill, 2338.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Kyneton
Undertaking) Bill, 1770, 1851.
Gas Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1477,
1761.
Gippsland Floods-Government assistance,
1659.
Gippsland Lakes-Erosion of foreshores,
495.
Government Administration-Ruling of
State by Executive acts, 487.
Grain Elevators Board-Provision of
wheat silos, 495.
Grazing Industry-Failure of farmer to
shear sheep, 496.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2329.
Health <Infectious Diseases) Bill, 384.
Herd Testing, 495.
Hospitals and Cltarities Commission\Vorking conditions of tradesmen, 1660;
Footscray and District Hospital, 2604,
2711.
House Committee-Appointments, 283.
Housing Bill, 2232, 2523, 2533.
Housing Commission-" Pig paddock"
fences,
495; slum abolition, 798;
emergency housing settlements, 798;
rents on Geelong estate, 799; Dandenong estate, 799; sale of land for purposes other than housing, 799; Ministerial control, 799; reconstitut~on of

Coleman, Hon. P. L.--continued.
Commission, 799; acquisition notices in
Broadmeadows-Somerton area, 1049;
country representation, 1349; revenue
from rentals, 1569; losses on rental rebates, 1569; tenders for shop sites at
Heidelberg, 1969; area of land held,
2501; reservations of land for specific
purposes, 2501, 2711, 2762.
Hume Reservoir-Tallangatta township,
800, 1163.
Interstate Road Transport-Permit fees,
2031; Ministerial statement re Privy
Council decision, 2032.
Labour Party, "State Parliamentar)'''Leadership, 2837.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Stabilization
of rents, 1570.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill,
1069.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill
(No.2), 2605.
Land Tax Bill, 2604, 2654.
Langi Kal Kal Training Farm-Rehabilitation of inmates, 1568; instruction in
farming practice, 1568; grouping and
housing, 1569; transfer of farm to
Children's Welfare Department, 1569.
Legislative Council Provinces-Number
of electors enrolled, 1570.
Liberal and Country Party-Leadership,
2233.
Library Committee-Appointments, 283.
Licensing
Court-Applications
for
licences, 1969.
Life-Saving Clubs-Government assistance, 495.
Loan Funds-Allocations to Victoria, 770;
semi-governmental borrowings authorized, 770; amounts available to instrumentalities, 770.
Local Government (Amendment) Bill,
2653.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 282, 472.
Margarine-Use by Government Departments, 496.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Allotment of loan money, 802;
loan applications, 1163.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Amendment) Bill, 1049, 1163,
1170, 1173.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Bus timing on Bourke-street
route, 1759; tram and bus services,
2242; staff difficulties, 2244.
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Coleman, Hon. P. L.--continued.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 348, 439, 450, 453, 456,
462, 463, 464, 485.
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Guarantee)
Bill, 348, 466.
Ministerial Statement-Privy Council's
decision re interstate road transport,
2032.
Motor-car
Insurance-Premiums
on
vehicles sold under hire-purchase, 2242.
Murray Cod-Fishing regulations, 2242.
Napier-street Bridge Bill, 1969, 2263.
North Geelong to Fyansford Railway
Construction Bill, 1461, 1763, 1764.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2031, 2251, 2252.
Parliamentary Salaries and AllowancesReport by Committee of Inquiry, 1163.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1759, 1770, 1775, 1778, 1780.
Party Leadership, 2233, 2837.
Pay-roll Tax-Payments through State
instrumentalities, 1162.
Penal Department-Ages of prisoners at
Pentridge and Langi Kal Kal, 772.
Pensioners, Age and Invalid-Free transport on public utilities, 800.
Point of Order-Statement in debate, 1778.
Police Department-Dismissal of officer
by Police Discipline Board, 1461.
President, The-Absence of, 282.
Prices Branch-Decontrol and recontrol
of prices, 800.
Prices Regulation (Continuation) Bill,
2316.
Printing Committee-Appointments, 283.
Public Officers Salaries Bill, 1770, 1988.
Public Transport-Improvement of facilities, 496.
Public Works-Maintenance of buildings
and machinery, 801.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2654,
2747, 2754.
Questions on Notice-Requests for repetition, 2605, 2711.
Racecourses Licences Board-Centralization of race meetings, 2242.
Railway Department-Hostels for migrants, 349; transportation of wheat,
495; Upper Ferntree Gully-Gembrook
line, 496, 804; freight charges, 799, 2242;
track
maintenance, 800;
YarramWoodside railway, 1162; WodongaCudgewa service, 1162.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2500,
2620, 2627.

Coleman, Hon. P. L.--continued.
Railways (Commissioners' Salaries) Bill,
2500, 2607.
Road Accidents-Casualties, 771; statistical data, 771.
Road Transport, Interstate-Permit fees,
2031; Ministerial statement re Privy
Council's decision, 2032.
Sawmills-Regulations re burning off in
forest areas, 495.
Sewerage
Authorities-Formula
for
Governmen t assistance, 1845.
Soldier Settlement-Expenditure by Victorian Government, 349; Commonwealth Government's contributions, 349;
amounts written off, 349; applications
outstanding, 349; interim lease liability
of settlers, 436; drainage of Robinvale
area, 495; capital value of blocks, 1846,
2232; cost of houses and improvements,
1846, 2232.
Soldier Settlement (Financial) Bill, 2267,
2373, 2375.
Speed Limits on Roads-Erection of
signs, 2241.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointments, 283.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2263.
State
Rivers
and
Water
Supply
Commission-Tallangatta: Transfer of
township, 800; land values, 1163.
State Savings Bank (Deposits) Bill, 208,
213, 214.
Statute Law Revision Bill, 3.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Appointments, 3.
Sunday Newspapers-Sale in Melbourne,
1970.
Supply-Period contemplated, 488; members' privileges, 488.
Surplus Revenue-Contributions to reserve funds, 809.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1568, 1760.
Swan Hill Lands 'Exchange Bill, 1759,
1850.
Swimming Pools-Government subsidies,
2036.
Tallangatta-Transfer of township, 800;
land values, 1163.
Tattersall
Consultations - Government
revenue, 771; ticket-selling facilities,
771, 802.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 1174, 1175,
1178.
Trained Nurses Club-Acquisition of
building, 801.
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Coleman, Hon. P. L.-conNnued.
Transport-Improvement of public facilities, 496.
Transport Regulation (Amendment) Bill.
2604, 2714, 2735, 2739, 2740, 2741, 2742.
Transport Regulation Board-Applications to increase- bus fares, 1348.
Uniform Building Regulations-Report by
revision committee, 1162.
Water Storage Schemes, 1347.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill, 1874,
1984, 2262.
Wheat-Bulk handling facilities, 495;
railway transport, 495.

Commonwealth Pay-roll Tax Assessment
Act-Payments by Victorian Government, 781, (qn.) 1162.-0bjection to tax,
782.
Companies Acts-Restriction on names.
(See" Statutes Amendment Bill.")
Companies, Inquiry into Practices in connexion with-Reports of Statute Law
Revision Committee, 208, 1349.-Assistance of counsel, 472. (See also" Crimes
Bill.")
Consolidated Revehue Bill (No. I)-Received from Assembly, 466; first 'reading, 466; second reading, 485; Committee, 487; remaining stages, 496.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Received from Assembly, 769; first reading, 769; second reading, 772; Committee, 787; remaining stages, 804.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 3)-Received from Assembly, 769; first read·ing, 769; second reading, 804; Committee, 808; remaining stages, 809.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4)-Received from Assembly, 2232; first reading, 2232; second reading, 2233; Committee, 2234; remaining stages, 2244.
Constitution (Reform) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 1060; second reading,
1224; Bill laid aside, 1227.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Finance,
783.-Assistance of State Savings Bank,
800.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 2232;
first reading, 2232; second reading,
2346; Committee and remaining stages,
2352.
Corneal Grafting Bill-Received from Assembly, 769; first reading, 769: second
readinj, 1051; remaining stages, 1053.

Country Roads (Amendment) Bill-Received from Assembly, 2263; first reading, 2263;
second
reading, 2371;
remaining stages, 2372.
Country Roads and Level Crossings Funds
Bill-Received from Assembly, 1069;
first reading, 1069; second reading,
1174, 1228; Committee, )233; remaining
stages, 1239.
Country Roads Board-Speed-limit signs,
2235, 2241.
County Court (Judges) Bill-Received from
Assembly,' 1759; first reading, 1759;
second reading, 1849; remaining stages,
1850.
Crimes Bill-Received from Assembly, 384;
first reading, 384; second reading, 469;
remaining stages, 472.

D.
Dairying Industry-Herd-testing in Gippsland, 494, 495.
Deaths.
(See" Kennedy, the Late Sir
James Arthur," and" Clarke, the Late
Sir Francis Grenville.")
Decentralized Industries-Freight charges,
779, 799, 2238, 2242.
Dental Care-Proposed hospital and college,
795, 804.--:CI~nics and travelling dentists' vans for children, 796.-Training
of
dentists,
796.-Gartside
dental
scheme, 797.
Department of Agriculture-Quality of
Australian
wheat,
793.-Scientific
research, 794, 803.-Extension work,
(qn.)
1347,
2237,
2238,
2244.Commonwealth and State finance,
(qn.) 1347.-Veterinary services, (qn.)
1348,
(qn.)
1570,
2237,
2242.
~Government scholarships, (qn.) 1348,
2237.-Surgeons employed, (qn.) 1348.
-Government advance, (qnJ 1570,
2237.-Burnley
egg-laying
contests,
2236, 2242.
(See also " Dairying
Industry.")
DivisionsAppropriation Bill-On amendment to
motion for second reading, 2758.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials (Extension) BilZ--On motion

for second reading, 2509.
Country Roads and Level Crossings Funds
BilZ--On
suggested amendment to

clause 2, 1239.
Fire

Brigades

clause 2, 2369.

(Amendment)

Bill-On
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Divisions-continued.
Friendly Societies

(Amendment)

BilZ-

On amendment to clause 4, 1491.
Health (Amendment) Bill-On amendment to clause 18, 2329.
Housing Bin-On amendment to clause 2,
2536.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill

-On motion for second reading, 1472;
on clause 1, 1472.
Landlorcl and Tenant (Amendment) Bill
(No. 2)-On motion for first reading,

2606.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)

Bill-On motion for second reading, 485.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board)
Bill-On
amendments
to

clause 2, 452, 462.
North Geelong
Construction

to Fyans/ord Railway
Bill-On
motion
for

second reading, 1849.
Prices Regulation (Continuation)

BiZZ-

On motion for first reading, 2316.
Transport Regulation (Amendment) Bill

-On suggested amendments to clause
2, 2740, 2741, 2742; on motion for third
reading, 2742.
.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amenclment) Bill-On amendment to clause

2, 1650; on clause 2, 1651; on clause 3,
1655.
Dog Races Bill-Received from Assembly,
1568; first reading, 1'568; second reading, 1858; Committee, 1867; remaining
stages, 1872.
Dried
Fruits
Act-Labelling.
(See
"Statutes Amendment Bill.")
Dried Fruits Industry-Storm damage, 2156.
E.
Eager, Si~ Clifden,K.B.E., Q.C. (East Yarra
Province). (See" President, The (Sir
CIifden Eager, K.B.E., Q.C.).")

Education
Department - Govern~ent
scholarships, (qn.) 771, 789, 790, 802.Recruitment of teaching staff, 790.Expenditure, 790.-Equality of education, 790.-Houses for teachers at Mildura Technical School, 2234, 2241.School at Ballarat for State school
children needing special education,
2234, 2241.-Acquisition of land for
State primary schools, (qnJ 2605.
Egg-laying Contests. (See" Department of
Agricul ture.")

Elections and Polls. (See" Local Government (Elections and Polls) Bill.")
Elections and Qualifications CommitteeAppointments, 3, 2134.
Elections, Triennial-Issue of writs, 2840.
Elwood Residents-Flood relief, 2759.
Entertainments Tax (Amendment) BillReceived from Assembly, 1069; first
reading, 1069; second reading, 1239;
Committee and remaining stages, 1240.

F.
Fairfield
Hospital.
(See
" Infectious
Diseases Hospitals Bill.")
Female Offenders. (See" Police Offences
(Female Offenders) Bill.")
Fencing Wire-Shortage of supplies, 1069.
Ferguson, Hon. D. P. J. (South-Western
Province).
Barwon Valley-Investigation of flooding, 488.
Bellarine Water Supply Bill, 1162, 1246,
1249.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1>, 488,
490.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 792,
795.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees) Bill, 2232, 2346, 2352.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill, 2263,
2371.
Forests (Amendment) Bill, 1984, 2332,
2337, 2338, 2339.
Forests Commission-Wail Forest· Nursery, 795, 1250; land acquisitions for
reafforestation, 2315.
Geelong and District Cultural Institute
Bill, 1461, 1570, 1632, 1633.
Infectious Diseases Hospitals Bill, 1845,
1979.
Life-Saving Clubs-Government assistance, 491.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 484.
Mental Hygiene (Main tenance) Bill, 1969,
2247, 2251.
Midwives (Amendment) Bill, 2232, 2352,
2354.
Mildura College Lands (Amendment)
Bill, 2232, 2369.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment Bill, 1770, 1852.
Mines Department-On prospecting in
Gippsland, 792; merging of companies'
leases, 792; publicity, 793.
Ministerial
Statement - Underground
water resources, 1049.
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Ferguson, Hon. D. P. J.--continued.
Portland Harbor Trust (Amendment>
Bill, 1461, 1622, 1630.
State Forests Loan Application Bill, 2500,
2617, 2620.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1347, 1475, 1649, 1650, 1651,
1655, 1656.
Wail Forest Nursery-Work of Mr. Gray,
795.
Water Bill, 2365, 2522, 2613, 2615, 2616.
Water Supply-Ministerial statement re
underground resources, 1049.
Finance
(Racing) Bill-Received from
Assembly, 1056; first reading, 1056;
second reading, 1240; Committee, 1245;
remaining stages, 1246.
Fire Brigades (Amendment) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2232; first reading,
2232; second reading, 2365; Committee,
2367; remaining stages, 2369.
Fisheries and Game Department...-Minimum size of Murray cod, 2239, 2242.
Flood Relief-Gippsland, 1658.-Elwood,
2759.
Forests (Amendment) Bill-Received from
Assembly, 1984; first reading, 1984;
second reading, 2332; Committee, 2337;
remaining stages, 2340.
Forest Sawmills. (See" Sawmills.")
Forests Commission-Wail Forest Nursery,
794, 795, 1249.-Land acquisitions for
reafforestation, (qnJ 2315.
Fraser, Hon. A. M. (Melbourne North
Province).
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 208.
Health <Infectious Diseases) Bill, 464,
466.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 482.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 456, 460.
Point of Order-Criticism of former
Minister, 456.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 208, 283, 366, 367, 368, 369.
Fraser, The Hon. A. M., Resignation ofAnnouncement by the President, 569.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill-Received from Assembly, 1461; first
reading, 1461; second reading, 1477;
Committee, 1491; remaining stages,
1492.

Fulton, Hon. W. O. (Gippsland Province).
Agriculture, Department of-Herd testing in Gippsland, 494; Government
veterinary scholarships, 1348, 2237;
veterinary surgeons employed, 1348;
Government advance for veterinary
service, 1570, 2237.
Children's Welfare Bill, 2151, 2153.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 209.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 493,
494.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 795.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2237,
2240.
Corneal Graf.ting Bill, 1052.
Dental Care-Proposed hospital and
college, 795; clinics and travelling
dentists' vans for children, 796; training of dentists, 796.
Dog Races Bill, 1862, 1868, 1870, 1871.
Finance (Racing) Bill, 1243.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill,
1487.
Gas Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1763.
Gippsland Floods-Government assistance, 1659.
Gippsland L~kes-Erosion of foreshores,
493.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2319, 2322,
2323, 2328, 2329.
Health <Infectious Diseases) Bill, 465.
Herd Testing, 494.
Housing Commission-Country representation, 1349.
Infectious Disease!) Hospitals Bill, 1982.
Margarine-Use by Government Departments, 494.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 461.
Mental Hygiene (Maintenance) Bill, 2249.
Midwives (Amendment) Bill, 2353.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Bill, 1855.
Motor-car Insurance - Premiums on
vehicles sold under hire-purchase, 2240.
Police Offences (Sports Grounds) Bill,
2633.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2749.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2359.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1656, 1657.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill,
2258.
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G.
Galbally, Hon. J. W. (Melbourne North
Province).
Apprenticeship (Amendment> Bill, 1162,
1351, 1356.
Chandler Highway and Bridge Bill, 208,
215, 219.
Death-Sir Frank Clarke, 2837, 2840.
Gas and Fuel CQrporation (Mornington
Undertaking) Bill, 2500, 2606.
Good~ (Amendment) Bill, 772, 1053, 1055,
1056.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2232, 2317,
2320, 2321, 2323, 2326, 2329, 2330, 2331.
Local Government (Amendment) Bill,
2500, 2643,2652.
Ministry, The-Change of Government,
2837; leadership in Council, 2837.
Parking of Vehicles (Amendment) Bill,
1622, 1764, 1767.
Police Offences (Female Offenders) Bill,
772, 1057, 1060.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 1461,
1630, 1631.
River Murray Waters Bill, 2369, 2509.
State Electricity CommissiQn-Ministerial
statement re Morwell project, 436;
electricity supply to Portland district,
1224; "self-help" schemes, 1461.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2354, 2364.
Statutes Amendment Bill, 1784.
Superannuation (Female Officers) Bill,
370, 468.
Town and Country Planning Bill, 291,
292, 382, 383.
Town and CQuntry Planning (MetroPQlitan Area) Bill, 2354, 2510, 2519, 2522.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1653.
Water (Connexions to Mains) Bill, 2653.
Gartside, Hon. C. P. (South-Eastern Province).
Business .of the House-Legislative programme, 569; time for taking new
business, 1970.
Christmas FelicitatIons, 2760.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 796.
Constitution (RefQrm) Bill, 1060, 1224.
Death-Sir James Kennedy, 1968.
Dental Care-Gartside scheme, 797.
Landlord and Tenant Act-StabilizatiQn
of rents, 1570.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill
283, 438, 1060, 1224, 1472, 2039, 2315. '

Gartside, Hon. C. P.-continuecZ.
Landlord and Tenant Bill, 2058, 2061,
2713.
North Geelong to Fyansford Railv.-:-.y
ConstructiQn Bill, 1848.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1774, 1775, 1778, 1779.
Town and Country Planning Bill, 373.
Town and Country Planning (Metropolitan Area) Bill, 2518.
Transport Regulation (Amendment) Bill,
2732.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1649.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Kyneton Undertaking) Bill-Received from Assembly,
1770; first reading, 1770; second reading, 1851, 1857; remaining stages, 1858.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Mornington
Undertaking) Bill-Received from Assembly, 2500; first reading, 2500; second
reading, 2606; remaining stages, 2607.
Gas Regulation (Amendment) Bill-Received from Assembly, 1477; first reading, 1477; second reading, 1761; remaining stages, 1763.
Geelong amI District Cultural Institute Biil
-Received from Assembly, 1461; first
reading, 1461; second reading, 1570,
1631; CQmmi ttee, . 1632;
remaining
stages, 1633.
Geelong Watcl'works and Sewerage Trust-Acquisition of land at Bradshaw, 1791.
(See also "Bellarine Water Supply
BilL" )
Gippsland Floods. (See" Floods.")
Gippsland Lalces-Erosion of foreshores,
493, 495.
Goods (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 772; second reading, 1053;
Committee, 1054; remaining stages,
1056.
Government
Administration-Ruling
of
State by Executive acts, 487.
Governor, His Excellency Sir Reginalcl
Alexander
Dallas
Brooks,
K.C.B.,
K.C.l\f.G., K.C.V.O., D.S.O., K.St.J.Motion for adQption of Address-inReply toO Her Majesty's speech, 4;
seconded, 5; debated, 5; agreed to, 5;
presentation of Address, 208.
Grain
Elevators
Board-Bulk-handling
facilities, 491, 493, 495.
Grazing Industry-Failure of farmer to
shear sheep, 494, 496.
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Grigg, Hon. T. H. (Bendigo Province).
Agriculture,
Department
of-Burnley
egg-laying contests, 2236.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2235.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill,2371.
Forests (Amendment) Bill, 2333, 2337,
2340.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill,
1490.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Kyneton
Undertaking) Bill, 1852, 1857.
Local Government (Amendment> Bill,
2645,2652.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 477.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Bill, 1853.
Parking of Vehicles (Amendment> Bill,
1767.
Portland Harbor Trust (Amendmen t)
Bill, 1630.
Poultry Industry-Costs,
2236;
feed
shortages, 2236.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2752.
River Murray Waters Bill, 2509.
Statutes Amendment Bill, 1789.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amend. men t) Bill, 1640.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill, 2256.
Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill, 1976.
H.

" Hansard "-Recording photographs and
identifying magazines, 286.--Suggested
omission of remarks, 286.-Correction re
Prices Regulation (Continuation) Bill,
2500.-Staff difficulties, 2536.
Health (Amendment) Bill-Received from
Assembly, 2232; first reading, 2232;
second reading, 2317; Committee, 2320;
remaining stages, 2331.
Health (Infectious Diseases) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 384; first reading, 384;
second reading, 464; Committee and
remaining stages, 466.
" Herald" Football Quiz Contest-Legality,
219.
Herd Testing. (See" Dairying Industry.")
Hide and Leather Industries (Suspension)
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
1622; second reading, 1780, 1872; Committee, 1873; remaining stages, 1874.
Higinbotham Province-Issue of writ for
by-election to fill vacancy caused by
death of Sir James Kennedy, 2156;
return of writ, 2837; election of Mr.
L. H. S. Thompson, 2837.

Hospitals and Charities Commission-Working conditions of tradesmen, 1658.Footscray District Hospital, (qns.) 2604,
2711.
House Committee-Appointments, 283.
Housey-Housey.
(See" Police Offences
<Unlawful Games) Bill.")
Housing-Structures unfit for human habitation, 775.-Emergency housing settlements, 798.
Housing Bill-Received from Assembly,
2232; first reading, 2232; second reading, 2523; Commi.ttee .. 2533; remaining
stages, 2536.
Housing CommissionAdministration-Allocation of houses, 774,
775; slum abolition, 774, 777, 798;
tenancy of 'homes, 777.
Broadmeadows-Somerton Area--Acq uisition of land, (qn.) 1049.
Dandenong Estate-Preference to employees of private enterprises, 775; expe!lditure, 783; plans to meet industrial
development, 799.
Finance-Loss on operations, 775, 776;
rentals, 776, 799, (qnJ 1569.
Geelong Estate-Rentals, 799 .
Heidelberg Estate-;-Tenders for shop sites,
(qn.) 1969.
Land-Compulsory acquisition, 776; subsequent sale, 799; total area held, (qnJ
2501; reservations for specific purposes,
(qnsJ, 2501, 2711, 2762.
Maffra Settlement~Fences, 490, 495.
Reconstitution-Proposed legislation, 799;
country representation, (qnJ 1349.
Shop Sites-Location, 777.
Hume Reservoir. (See" State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission.")
I.
Infectious Diseases Hospitals Bill-Received
from Assembly, 1845; first reading,
1845; second reading, 1979; remaining
stages, 1984.
Interstate Road Transport. (See" Road
Transport, Interstate.")
J.
Jones, Hon. J. J. (Ballarat Province).
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 793.
Consolidated Revenue Bill No.4), 2239.
Forests Commission-W,ail Forest Nursery, 1249.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Bill, 1854.
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.Jones, Hon. J. J.-continued.
.Police Offences (Sports Grounds) Bill,
2633.
Racecourses Licences Board-Centralization of race meetings, 2239.
Water (Connexions to Mains) Eill, 1474.
Wheat-Quality of Australian product,
793.
Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill, 1977.
,Jones, Hon. Paul (Doutta Galla Province>.
Consol,idated Revenue Bill (No.2), 789.
Education
Department - Government
scholarships, 771, 789, 790; recruitment
of teaching staff, 790; expenditure, 790;
equality of education, 790.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2325.
Melbourne land Metropolitan Board of
Works (Amendment) Bill, 11'70.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Bill, 1856.
River Murray Waters Bill, 2510.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2356.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1646.
.Judges (Powers) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 772; second reading, 1056;
remaining stages, 1057.
.Judges
Salaries· Bill-Received
from
Assembly, 2510; first reading, 2510;
second reading, 2743; Committee 'and
remaining stages, 2747.
Justices Acts-Recognizances and orders to
review.
(See" Statutes Amendment
Bill.")
Justices (Jurisdiction) Bill-Introduction
'and first reading, 1622; second reading,
1769; remaining stages, 1770.-Assembly's amendments dealt with, 2365.
K.

Kennedy, Sir James (Higinbotham Province).
Address-in-Reply to the Queen's Speech,
5.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Finance,
783.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 783.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 806.
Country R<?ads and Level Crossings
Funds Bill, 1236.
Crimes Bill, 469.
Entertainments Tax (Amendment) Bill,
1240.
Finance (Racing) Bill, 1242.

Kennedy, Sir James-continued .
Housing
Commission - Dandenong
estate, 783.
. Local Government (City of Sunshine)
Bill, 213.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 478.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Amendment) Bill, 1165, 1174.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) 'Bill, 444, 452, 462, 463, 464.
Melbourne Cr,icket Ground (Guarantee)
Bill, 467.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 352, 361, 369.
Police Offences (Unlawful Games) Bill,
211.
State Savings Bank (Deposits) Bill, 215.
Supplementary Estimates-Method of
presentation, 808.
Surplus Revenue-Contributions to reserve funds, 807.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 1176.
Town and Country Planning Bill, 370.
Kennedy, The Late Sir James ArthurResolution placing on record deep
regret of House at death, 1965; adjournment of House as mark of respect,
1969.
Kyneton Gas Undertaking. (See" Gas and
Fuel Corporation (Kyneton Undertaking) Bill.")

L.
Labour and Industry Act-Payment in lieu
of long-service leave, 808.
Labour Party, "State Parliamentary"Leadership, 2837.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Stabilization of
rents, (qn.) 1570.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first reading, 283;
.postponement of Order of Day for
second reading, 438; second reading,
1060, 1224, 1462; Committee, 1472, 2039.
-Bill withdrawn, 231'5.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill
(No. 2)-Introduction, 2605; first reading motion, 2605; motion negatived,
2606.
Landlord and Tenant Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 2039; second reading,
2039;
Committee, 2066;
remaining
stages, 2068.-Assembly's amendment
dealt with, 2711.
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Landlords and Tenants-Death of party to
proceedings. (See" Statutes Amendment Bill.")
Land Tax Bill-Received from Assembly,
2604; first reading, 2604; second reading, 2654; remaining stages, 2655.
Langi Kal Kal Training Farm.
(See
.. Penal Department.")
Leather Goods. (See" Goods (Amendment)
Bill.")
Leather Industry. (See" Hide and Leather
Industries (Suspension) Bill.")
l...eave of Absence-For Mr. Sheehy, 3.
Legislative Council Provinces-Number of
electors enrolled, (qn.) 1570.
Level Crossings Fund.
(See" Country
Roads and Level Crossings Funds Bill.")
Liberal and Country Party-Leadership,
2233.
Library Committee-Appointments, 283.
Licensing Court-Applications for licences,
(qn.) 1969.
Life-saving Clubs-Government assistance,
491, 495.
Little, Hori. J. A. (Melbourne Province).
Children's Welfare Bill, 2141.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2361.
Loan Funds-Allocations to Victoria, (qn.)
770.-Semi-governmental
borrowings
authorized, (qn.) 770.-Amounts available to instrumentalities, (qn.) 770.
Local Government (Amendment) BillReceived from Assembly, 2500; first
reading, 2500; second reading, 2643;
Committee, 2651; remaining stages,
2653.
Local Government (City of Sunshine) Bill
-Received from Assembly, 208; first
reading, 208; second reading, 212;
remaining stages, 213.
Local Government (Elections and Polls) Bill
-Received from Assembly, 282; first
reading, 282; second-reading motion,
472; negatived, 485.
Long Service Leave. (See" Fire Brigades
(Amendment) Bill" and" Labour and
Industry Act.")
Ludbrook, Hon. H. C. (Ballarat Province).
Adoption of Children (Amendment) Bill,
2340.
Ballarat Orphanage-Visit of Minister,
1988.

Ludbrook, Hon. H. C.-continued.
Children's Welfare Bill, 2136, 2154, 2155.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2234,
2240.
Education Department-School at Ballarat for State school children needing
special education, 2234 .
Geelong Waterworks Trust-Acquisition
of land at Bradshaw, 1791.
Penal Department-Pentridge and Langi
Kal Kal institutions, 772; ages of
prisoners, 772.-Langi Kal Kal Training Farm: Rehabilitation of inmates,
1568; instruction in farming practice,
1'568; grouping and housing, 1569;
transfer of farm to Children's Welfare
Department, 1569.
Racecourses
Licences
Board-Centralization of race meetings, 2240.
Water (Connexions to Mains) Bill, 1060.
1473, 1475, 2654.
1\1.

MacAulay,
HOIl.
William
(Gippsland
Province).
Adoption of Children (Amendment) Bill.
2342.
Children's Welfare Bill, 2145, 2153, 2154.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 490.
County Court (Judges) Bill, 1850.
Dog Races Bill, 1864, 1871.
Fencing Wire-Supplies, 1069.
Forests (Amendment) Bill, 2338, 2339.
Forests Commission-Land acquisitions
for reafforestation, 2315.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Mornington
Undertaking) Bill, 2606.
Housing Commission-" Pig paddock ,~
fences, 490.
Judges (Powers) Bill, 1057.
Justices (Jurisdiction) Bill, 1769.
Licensing Court-Applications for licences, 1969.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 458, 462.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 365.
Police Offences (Sports Grounds) BiH.
2634.
Police Offences (Unlawful Games) Bill,
211.
Railway
Department - Yarram-Woodside railway: Disposal of land, 1162.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2626.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill, 226L
Water Bill, 2613, 2615.
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MacLeod, Hon. H. V. (Western Province).
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 491.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2241.
Grain Elevators Board-Bulk-handling
facilities, .491.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 483.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Bill, 1854.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1777.
Portland-Harbor facilities, 493.
Portland Harbor Trust (Amendment>
Bill, 1623.
Racecourses Licences Board-Centralization of race meetings, 2241.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment>
Bill, 1648.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill,
2262. .
Wheat-Bulk-handling
facilities,
491;
. quality of Australian product, 492.
l\faintenance Acts-Confinement expenses.
(See" Statutes Amendment Bill.")
Mansell, Hon. A. R.
(North-Western
Province).
Agriculture, Department of-Field extension services, 2238.
Children's Welfare Bill, 2153, 2154.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 491.
Consolidated .Revenue Bill (No.2), 794.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2234,
2238.
Decentralized
Industries - Freight
charges, 2238.
Dried Fruits Industry-Storm damage,
2157.
Education
Department-Homes
for
teachers at Mildura Technical School,
2234.
Forests Commission-Wail Forest Nursery, 794.
Geelong and District Cultural Institute
Bill, 1631.
Local GC?vernment (City of Sunshine)
Bill, 213.
Mildura College Lands (Amendment)
Bill, 2369.
North Geelong to Fyansford Railway
Construction Bill, 1849.
Police Offences (Female Offenders) Bill,
1059.
Po.rtland Harbor Trust (Amendment>
Bill, 1628.

Mansell, Hon. A. R.-continued.
Public Works Loan Application Bill,
2751.
Railway Department-Freight charges to
decentralized industries, 2238.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2627.
Railways (Commissioners' Salaries) Bill,
2608.
Sewerage
Authorities-Formula
for
Government assistance, 1845.
Soldier Settlement-Drainage of Robinvale area, 491.
Statutes Amendment Bill, 1789.
Superannuation (Female Officers) Bill,
468.
Wail Forest Nursery-Work of Mr. Gray,
794.
Water Bill, 2616.
Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill, 1976.

Margarine-Use by Government Departments, 494, 496.
Marketing of Primary Products Acts-Egg
pulp.
(See "Statutes Amendment
Bill.")
Marriage
Acts-Divorce
costs.
(See
.. Statutes Amendment Bill.")

McArthur, Hon. G. S. (South-Western
Province).
Appropriation Bill, 2758.
Bellarine Water Supply Bill, 1247.
Dog Races Bill, 1864.
Finance (Racing) BiU, 1243.
Geelong and Disfrict Cultural Institute
Bill, 1632, 1633.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 481.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill" 459.
Midwives (Amendment) Bill, 2353.
North Geelong to Fyansford Railway
Construction Bill, 1764, 1846.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2252.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1779.
.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 356.
Public Works Loan App:ication Bill, 2749.
Statutes Amendment· Bill, 1572, 1788,
1789.
Totalizator (Amendment> Bill, 1177.
Transfer of Land Bill, 2639.
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Melbourne and Metropolitan Boal'd of Works
-Metropolitan water supply, sewerage,
and drainage, 791.-Reticulated water
supply for outer metropolitan area, 791.
-Allotment of loan money, 791, 802.Loan applications, (qn.) 1163.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment)
Bill-Received
from
Assembly, 1049; first reading, 1049;
second reading, 1163; Committee, 1170;
remaining stages, 1174.
~elbourne
and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Bus timing on Bourke-street
route, (qn.) 1759, 2235.-Tram and bus
services, 2235, 2242-Non-collection of
bus fares, 2235.-Staff difficulties, 2244.
(See also" Infectious Diseases Hospitals
Bill." )
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill-Received from Assembly,
348; first reading, 348; second reading,
439; Committee, 450; remaining stages,
464.-Assembly's amendment dealt with,
485.
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Guarantee) Bill
-Received from Assembly, 348; first
reading, 348; second reading, 466;
remaining stages, 468.
Melbourne North Province-Resignation of
Mr. A. M. Fraser, 569.-Election of Mr.
J. A. Little, 569.
Members-Interference with privileges, 487,
488.
Members, New-Introduced and sworn, 569,
2837.
Mental Hygiene-Bundoora Mental Hospital; Proposed enteI;tainment of patients
by Boomerang Social Club, 2655; suggested inquiry, 2656.
Mental Hygiene
(Maintenance)
BillReceived from Assembly, 1969; first
reading, 1969; second reading, 2247;
Committee, 2250; remaining stages,
2251.
Midwives (Amendment) Bill-Received from
Assembly, 2232; first reading, 2232;
second reading, 2352; Committee and
remaining stages, 2354.
Mildura College Lands (Amendment) BillReceived from Assembly, 2232; first
reading, 2232; second reading, 2369;
remaining stages, 2370.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment
Bill-Received
from
Assembly, 1770; first reading, 1770;
second reading, 1852; remaining stages,
1857.

Mines Department-Prospecting for oil
and uranium, 792.-Merging of leases
of Gippsland companies, 792; publicity.
792, 793.
Ministerial Statements-State Electricity
Commission's Morwell project, 436.Underground w,ater resources, 1049.Privy Council's decision re interstate
roa.d tr'ansport, 2031.
Ministry, The-Change of Government,
2837.-Leadership in Council, 2837.
Monash Province-Election of Mr. C. S~
Gawith, vice Sir Frank Clarke deceased.
announced, 2837.
Mornington Gas Undertaking, (See" Gas
and Fuel Corporation (Mornington
Undertaking) Bill.")
Motor-car Industry, (See" Price Control.")
Motor-car Insurance-Premiums on vehicles
sold under hire purchase, 2240, 2242.
1\lotor-car
Registration
Fees.
(See
"Country Roads and Level Crossin~s
Funds Bill.")
Motor-cal'
(Third
Party)
InsuranceAcceptance of risk by insurers, 788.Subsidy by taxpayers, 789.
Motor Registration Branch-Issue of expiry
notices, 786.-Supply of new l,abels, 787 ..
Murray Cod. (See" Fisheries and Game
Departmen t.")

N.
Napier-street Bridge Bill-Received from
Assembly, 1969; first reading, 1969;
second reading, 2263; remaining stages,
2267.
North Geelong to Fyansford Railway Construction Bill-Received from Assembly,
1461; first r~ading, 1461; secondreading motion, 1763, 1846; motion
negatived, 1849.
Noxious Weeds. (See" Vermin and Noxious.
Weeds (Amendment) Bill.")

O.
Obscene
Publications.
(See
" Police
Offences (Obscene Publications) Bill.")
Offensive Trades.
ment) Bill.")

(See" Health (Amend-

Oil-Prospecting in Gippsland, 792.-Merging of companies' leases, 792; publicity ~
792, 793.
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P.
Parking of Vehicles (Amendment) BiIIReceived from Assembly, 1622; first
reading, 1622; second reading, 1764;
Committee, 1767; remaining stages,
1768.
Parliament-Opening of session by Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, 1.
-Close of sessional periods, 2759,
2840.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill-Received from Assembly,
2031; first reading, 2031; second reading, 2251; Committee and remaining
stages, 2252.
Parliamentary Salaries and AllowancesReport by Committee of Inquiry, 1163.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances Bill
-Received from Assembly, 1759; first
reading, 1759; second reading, 1770;
Committee, 1778; remaining stages,
1780.
Parliament House-Closing of Council lift,
1874.
Party Leadership-Liberal and Country
party, 2233. "State Parliamentary"
Labour party, 2837.
Pay-roll Tax. (See" Commonwealth Payroll Tax Assessment Act.")
Penal Department-Age of prisoners at
Pentridge, (qn.) 772.-Langi Kal Kal
Training Farm: Age of prisoners, (qnJ
772; rehabilitation of inmates, (qn.)
1568; instruction in farming practice,
(qn). 1568; grouping and housing, (qn.)
1569; transfer to Children'·s Welfare
Department, (qn.) 1569.
Pensioners, Age and Invalid-Free transport on public utilities, 784, 800. (See
also" Aged and Invalid Persons.")
Personal Explanation-By Mr. Slater re
Prices Regulation (Continuation) Bill,
2500.
Police Department-Dismissal of officer by
Police Discipline Board, (qn.) 1461.
Police Offences (Female Offenders) BillIntroduction and first reading, 772;
second reading, 1057; Committee, 1059;
remaining stages, 1060.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications) Bill
-Received from Assembly, 208; first
reading, 208; second reading, 283, 349;
Committee, 366; remaining stages, 370.
Police Offences (Raffles) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 2039.

Police Offences (Sports Grounds) Bill-Received from Assembly, 2500; first
read.ing, 2500; second reading, 2632;
remaining stages, 2635.
Police Offences (Unlawful Games) BillReceived from Assembly, 208; first reading, 208; second reading, 210; remaining stages, 212.
Poor Persons Legal Assistance Acts-Assets
of applicants. (See" Statutes Amendment Bill.")
Portland-Harbor facilities, 493, 495.
Portland Harbor Trust (Amendment) BillReceived from Assembly, 1461; first
reading, 1461; second reading, 1622;
Committee and remaining stages, 1630.
Poultry Industry-Costs, 2236.-Feed shortages, 2236.
President, The-Absence of, 282.
President, The (Sir Clifdell Eager, K.B.E.,
Q.C.)-Rulings and statements ofAddress-in-Reply to the Queen's Speech,
3; presen ta tion, 208.
Amendments-Dealing with Assembly
amendments in one motion, 2712.
Business of the House-Hour of meeting,
2537.
Chairmen of Committees, TemporaryAppointments, 3.
Close . of Sessional
feli"citations, 2761.

Period-Christmas

Constitution (Reform)
Bill-Constitutionality, 1225, 1226; Bill laid aside,
1227.
Deaths-Sir James Kennedy, 1968; Sir
Frank Clarke, 2839.
Debate-Proposed omission of Minister's
remark from Hansard record, 286;
authority of document quoted, 288;
reference to proceedings in other
House, 354, 364, 479, 1847, 2318, 2319,
2516; relevancy of remarks, 355, 356,
357, 358, 449, 1065, 1466, 1467, 1468,
1472, 1775, 2061, 2362, 2518, 2607, 2635;
references to name of company and its
directors, 356, 360; discussing allegations in advertisement published concerning pending Bill, 357; debating
views of a body outside Parliament,
358; developing 'a point of public policy,
358; matter beyond scope of Bill, 359,
1065, 1490, 1761, 1770, 2358, 2633,
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President, The (Sir Clifden Eager, K.B.E.,
Q.C.) -continued.
2640; answering irrelevant interjection, 359; member saying that debate
"has been developed in an unseemly
and very dirty manner ", 360; reference
to debates .on Bills dealt w.ith in same
session, 364, 2606; allusion in debate to
name of the Queen or of Her Majesty's
representative, 477; member criticizing
administration by the judiciary, 1063,
1064; confusing the Crown and the legislature, 1066; -discussing history of Communism in Czecho-Slovakia, 1066;
making statement by leave, 1226;
ambit of discussion on adjournment
motion, 1660; adverting to proposed
legislation not related to subject matter
.of Bill before House, 1775, 1777;
admissibility of motion over-riding one
already before the Chair, 1777; proposal
to outline Bill not brought before Parliament, 2044; member trying to evade
ruling of the Chair, 2044; objecting toO
possible innuendo concerning hotels,
2057, 2058; allegation of del,iberate misrepresentation, 2058; withdrawal of
expression construable as offensive,
2059, 2061; ,assertion that" Mr. Hollway
sold out to Labour ", 2060; discussing
.. the foolhardy ,action of organization
outside Parliament ", 2061; member
imputing to another neglect of parliamentary duties, 2061; appropriate ,time
to
correct
statement
considered
fallacious, 2062; member to be heard in
silence, 2064, 2640; deciding when to
'speak, 2136; interjections, 2358, 2515,
2516; time for member to indicate
attitude toward Bill, 2515; member
anticipating possible legislation, 2634;
reference to rejection of previous Bills,
2640; discussion of measure, clause by
clause, in second-reading speech, 2640;
,ambit .of debate on amendments made
by Assembly, 2713; Minister accusing
member of telling deliberate untruth,
2731; taking of voices before division
on motion, 2742.
Elec.tions' ,and Qualificati.ons CommitteeAppointments, 3, 2134.
Elections, Triennial-Issue of writs, 2840.
Friendly Societies (Amendment> BillIncidence of taxation, 1484.
Governor, His Excellency, The-Addressin-Reply to the Queen's speech, 3;
presentation, 208.

President, The '(Sir Clifden Eager, K.B.E.,
Q.C.) -continu,ed.
Hansard-Recording
photographs and
identifying magazines, 286; suggested
omission of remark, 286; correction re
Prices Regulation (Continuation) Bill,
2500; staff difficulties, 2536.
Higinbotham Province-Issue of writ for
by-election, 2156; return of writ, 2837;
election of Mr. L. H. S. Thompson, vice
Sir James Kennedy, deceased, 2837.
Illness of member-Mr. Sheehy, 3.
Interstate Road Transport-Question re
permit fees, 2031, 2032; Ministerial
statement, by leave, 2031, 2032; copies
of Privy Council's judgment, 2036.
Judges Salaries Bill-P'assage by absolute majority, 2747.
Landlord and Tenant Bill (No. 2)Minister's objection to first reading,
2605, 2606.
Melbourne North Province-Resignation
of Mr. A. M. Fraser, 569; election of Mr.
J. A. Little, 569.
Members, New-Introduced and sworn,
569, 2837.
Ministerial Statements-State Electricity
Commission's Morwell project, 436;
underground water resources, 1049;
interstate road transport, 2031, 2032 .
Monash Province-Election of Mr. C. S.
Gawith, vice Sir Frank Clarke, deceased, 2837.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill-Passage by absolute majority,
1778, 1780.
Parliament House--Closing of Council
lift, 1874.
Queen Elizabeth the Second-Joint address -of welcome: Presentation, 3; Her
Majesty's reply, 3.-Address-in-Reply to
Her Majesty's opening speech, 3;
presentation to His Excellency the
Governor, 208.
Questi<;)fls on Notice-Involving answer
in the form of a return, 349, 2605;
parliame'11tary practice re character of
repI.ies, 2604; repetition, 2605; delayed
answers, 2711; giving, reply on motion
for adjournm'ent of House, 2762.
Statute
Law Revision
CommitteeAssistance of counsel for inquiry into
practices in connexion with companies,
472.
Statutes Amendment Bill-Application of
section 17 of the Companies Act 1938,
1577.
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Price Oontrol-Bacon and motor-car indu&tries, 781, 800.-Abolition, 781.-Decontrol and recontrol of items, 800.Items controlled, (qnJ 2037.
Prices Branch-Administration, 781.
PI'ices Regulation (Continuation) BillIntroduction, 2316; ,first-reading motion,
2316; motion negatived, 2316.
Primary Production-Costs, 778, 781.Freight charges, 778, 799.-Road transport, 778.
Printing Committee-Appointments, 283.
Privilege. (See" Members.")
Public Officers Salaries Bill-Received
from Assembly, 1770; first reading,
1770; second reading, 1988; remaining
stages, 1988.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 1461; first reading.
1461; second reading, 1630; Committee
and remaining stages, 1631.
Public Transport. (See" Transport.")
Public Works-Maintenance of buildings
and machinery, 785, 786, 801.
Public \Vorks Loan Application BillReceived from Assembly, 2654; first
reading, 2654; second reading, 2747;
Committee, 2754; remaining stages,
2757.

Railway Department-continued.
Upper Ferntree Gully-Gembrook Line-

Discontinuance of narrow-gauge railway, 495, 496.-Construction of broadgauge railway, 495, 496, 797, 804.
Wheat-Transportation,
495;
freight
charges, 778.
Wodonga-Cudgewa
Service - Departmental viewpoint, (qn.) 1162.
Yarram-Woodside Railway-Disposal o[
land, (qn.) 1162.
Railway Loan Application Bill-Received
from Assembly, 2500; first reading,
2500; second reading, 2620; Committee,
2627; remaining stages, 2632.
Railways (Commissioners' Salaries) BillReceived from Assembly, 2500; first
reading, 2500; second reading, 2607;
remaining stages, 2608.

Rawson, HOll. R. R. (Southern Province).
Children's Welfare Bill, 2146.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 480.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 361.
Police Offences (Sports Grounds) Bill,
2635.
Public Works Loan Application Bill,
2748.

Q.
Queen Elizabeth the Second-Speech on
opening of session, 2.-Joinf Address
of Welcome: Presentation, 3; Her
Majesty's reply, 3.-Address-in-Reply
to Her Majesty's opening speech:
Motion for adoption, 4; seconded, 5;
debated, 5; agreed to, 5; presentation
to His Excellency, the Governor, 5,
208.
Questions on Notice-Requests for repetition, 2605.

R.
Racecourses Licences Board-Cen traliza tion
of race meetings, 2239,· 2240, 2241,
2242.
Railway DepartmentFreights-Primary products, 778, 799.Secondary products, 779, 799.-Decentralized industries, 779, 799, 2238,
2242.
Housing of Employees-Migrant hostels,
(qn.) 348.
Track Maintenance-Expenditure, 800.

Registration of Births Deathsalld Marriages
Acts--Anatomical examination of bodies
of deceased persons. (See" Statutes
Amendment Bill.")
River Murray Waters Bill-Received from
Assembly, 2369; first reading, 2369;
second reading, 2509; remaining stages,
2510.
Roarl. Aecidents-Casualties, (qn.) 771.Statistical data, (qn.) 77l.
Road Transport, Interstate-Carriage of
primary and secondary products, 779.Permit fees, (qn.) 2031.-Privy Council
decision, (qn,) 2031.-Ministerial statement. 2031.
(See also "Transport
Regulation (Amendment) Bill.")
~.

Sawmills--Regulations re burning off in
forest areas, 489, 495.
Sessional Periods, Close of, 2759, 2840.
Sewerage
Authorities - Formula
for
. Government assistance, (qn.) 1845.
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Sheehy, Hon. M. P. (Melbourne Province).
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Amendment) Bill, 1168.
Sheep.

(See" Grazing Industry.")

Slater, Hon. William
(Doutta Galla
Province).
Adoption of Children (Amendment> Bill,
2039, 2245, 2343, 2345, 2747.
Children's Welfare Bill, 1969, 2134, 2136,
2152, 2153, 2154, 2155, 2156.
Constitution (Reform) Bill, 1227.
Corneal Grafting Bill, 769, 1051.
County Court (Judges) Bill, 1759, 1849.
Crimes Bill, 469.
Dried Fruits Industry-Storm damage,
2157.
Fire Brigades (Amendment> Bill, 2232,
2365, 2367.
Friendly Societies (Amendment> Bill,
1461, 1477, 1491.
Herald Football Quiz Contest, 219.
Hide and Leather Industries (Suspension)
Bill, 1622, 1780, 1781, 1873.
Judges (Powers) Bill, 772, 1056.
Judges Salaries Bill, 2510, 2743, 2747.
Justices (Jurisdiction) Bill, 1622, 1769,
2365.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment) Bill,
1069, 1224, 1462, 1473, 2039.
Landlord and Tenant Bill, 2039, 2067, 2711.
Local Government (City of Sunshine)
Bill, 208, 212.
Personal Explanation-Prices Regulation
(Continuation) Bill, 2500.
Point of Order-Member imputing statement, 1473.
Police Offences (Raffles) Bill, 2039.
Police Offences (Sports Grounds) Bill,
2500, 2632.
Police Offences (Unlawful Games) Bill,
208, 210.
Prices Branch-Items controlled, 2037.
Prices Regulation (Continuation) Bill,
2316, 2500.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Assistance of counsel for inquiry into practices in connexion with companies,
472.
Statutes Amendment Bill, 1227, 1349, 1492,
1781, 1782, 1785, 1786, 1787, 1789, 1790.
Transfer of Land Bill, 2500, 2635, 2642.

Slater, Hon. William-continued.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1652.
Water (Connexions to Mains) Bill, 1475.
Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill, 1791,
1971.
Smith, Hon. Arthur (Bendigo Province).
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1>, 494.
Country Roads and Level Crossings Funds
Bill, 1232.
Friendly
1481.

Societies

(Amendment>

Gas and Fuel Corporation
Undertaking) Bill, 1857.

Bill,

(Kyneton

Grazing ,Industry-Failure of farmer to
shear sheep, 494.
Infectious

~iseases

Hospitals Bill, 1982.

Soldier Settlement-Expenditure by Victorian Government, (qn.) 349.--Commonwealth Government's contributions,
(qnJ 349; amounts written off, (qn.)
349.-Applications outstanding, (qn.)
349.-Interim lease liability of settlers,
(qn.) 436.-Drainage of Robinvale
area, 491, 495.-'Capital value of blocks,
(qnJ 1846.-Cost of houses, (qn.)
1846.
Soldier
Settlement
(Financial)
BillReceived from Assembly, 2267; first
reading, 2267; second reading, 2373;
Committee and remaining stages, 2375.
Speed Limits on Roads.
Roads Board.")

(See" Country

Sports Grounds.
(See" Police Offences
(Sports Grounds) Bill.")
Standing Orders Committee-Appointments,
283.
State Accident Insurance Office-Workers
compensation premiums, 788.-Financial result, 788.
State Electricity Commission-Ministerial
statement re Morwell project, 436.Supply of electric power to Portland
district, . (qnJ
1224.-" Self-help"
schemes, (qnJ 1461. (See also "Loan
Funds-Semi-Governmental
borrowings.")

(Zy,
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State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 2263;
first reading, 2263; second reading.
2354;
Committee, 2364;
remaining
stages, 2365.
State Forests Loan Application Bill_
Received from Assembly, 2500; first
reading, 2500; second reading, 2617;
Committee and remaining stag~s, 2620.
State Motor Car Insurance OfficeAccumulated loss, 787.
(See also
.. Motor-car (Third Party) Insurance.")
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission
-River Murray irrigation area, 780.Enlargement of Hume reservoir, 780.Transfer of Tallangatta township, 780,
800; land values, (qn.) 1163.-Cobbledick's Ford reservoir, (qn.) 1347.Water storage schemes, (qn.) 1347.
(See also "Loan Funds-Semi-governmental borrowing.")
State Savings Bank (Deposits) Bill.Received from Assembly, 208; first
reading, 208; second reading, 213;
Committee, 214; remaining stages, 215.
Statute Law Revision Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 3.
Statute Law Revision Committee--Appointmenhii, 3.-Reports presented: Practices in connexion with companies, 208,
1349; Transport Regulation Bill, 1462,
2317; Transfer of Land Bill, 2233;
Water Act 1928, 2837.-Inquiry into
practices inconnexion with companies:
Assistance of counsel, 472.
Statutes Amendment Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 1227; second reading,
1349, 1475, 1572, 1781 ; proposed instruction to Committee, 1492; Committee, 1781; remaining stages, 1791.
Sunday Newspapers-Sale in Melbourne,
1970.
Sunshine, City of. (See" Local Government
(City of Sunshine) Bill.")
Superannuation (Female Officers) BillReceived from Assembly, 370; tirst
reading, 370; second reading and remaining stages, 468.
Supplementary Estimates-Method of presentation, 808.
Supply-Period covered by Bill, 486.
Supreme Court Act--Interest on costs. (See
"Statutes Amendment Bill.")

Surf Life-saving Clubs.
Clubs.")

(See" Life-saving

Surplus Revenue-Contributions to reserve
funds, 807, 808, 809.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Received from
Assembly, 1568; first reading, 1568;
second reading, 1760; remaining stages,
1761.
Swan Hill Lands Exchange Bill-Received
from Assembly, 1759; first reading,
1759; second reading, 1850; remaining
stages, 1851.
Swimming
Pools-Government
subsidy,
(qn.) 2036.
Swinburne, Hon. I. A. (North-Eastern
Province).
Agriculture, Department of-Commonwealth and St-ate finance for extension
work, 1347, 2236, 2237.
Apprenticeship (Amendment) Bill, 1352,
1356.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Extension) Bill,
!505.
Business of the House-Days and hours
of meeting, 2267.'
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 489.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 785.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 808.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2236.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees) Bill, 2350.
Country Roads and Level Crossings
Funds Bill, 1228, 1236, 1238.
Crimes Bill, 470.
Fire Brigades (Amendment) Bill, 2367.
Forests (Amendment) Bill, 2335, 2338,
2340.
Gas and Fuel Corpor,ation (Kyneton
Undertaking) Bill, 1858.
Goods (Amendment) Bill, 1054.
Housing Bill, 2525, 2533, 2535.
Judges Salaries Bill, 2747.
Landlord and Tenant Bill, 2064.
Land Tax Bill, 2655.
Local Government (Amendment) Bill,
2653.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 475.
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Guarantee)
Bill, 468.
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Swinburne, Hon. 1. A.-continued.
Motor Reg.istration Branch-I-8sue of
expiry notices, 786; supply of new
labels, 787.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1772.
Parliament House-Closing of Council
lift, 1874.
Public Officers Salaries Bill, 1988.
Pu.blic Works-Maintenance of buildings
and machinery, 785, 786.

Thomas, Hon. F. M.-continued.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Reports: Practices in connexion with
companies, 208, 1349; Transport Regulation Bill, 1462, 2327; Transfer of
Land Bill, 2233; Water Act 1928, 2837.
Transfer of Land Bill, 2·233, 2837.
Transport Regulation Bill-Report of
Sta,tute Law Revision Committee, 1462,
2317.
W'ater Act 1928-Report of Statute Law
Revision Committee, 2837.

Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2753.
Railway
Department WodongaCudgewa service, 1162.
River Murray Waters Bill, 2510.
Sawmills-Regulations 1"e burning off in
forest areas, 489.
State Electricity Commi.ssion (Borrowing) Bill, 2362.
State Forests Loan Application Bill, 2617.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Land values at Tallangatta, 1163.
State Savings Bank (Deposits) Bill, 214.
Surplus Revenue-Contributions to reserve funds, 808.
Transport Regulation (Amendment) Bill,
2730.
Uniform Building Regul·ations-Report by
revision committee, 1162.
V:ermin ,and 'Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1633, 1650, 1651, 1655.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill, 2257.

T.
Tallangatta-Transfer of township. (See
"State Rivers and Water Supply Commission.")
Tattersall
Consultations - Government
revenue,
(qn.)
770.-Ticket-selling
facilities, (qn.) 770, 791, 802.
Thomas, Hon. F. M. (Melbourne Province).
Companies, Pr,actices in connexion withReports of Statute Law Rev.ision Committee, 208, 1349.
Crimes Bill, 470.
Health <Infectious Diseases) Bill, 465.
Landlord and Tenant Bill, 2057.
Leave of Absence-For Mr. Sheehy, 3.
Personal Explanation-Statement in dehate, 2057.

Tilley, Hon. G. L. (South-Eastern Province>Health (Amendment> Bill, 2325.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1642.

Totalizator (Amendment) Bill-Received
from Assembly, 1174; first reading,
1174; second reading, 1175; Committee
and remaining stages, 1178.
Town
and Country
Planning
Bill-.Received from Assembly, 291; first
reading, 291; see-ond reading, 292, 370;
Committee, 382; remaining stages, 384.
Town and Country Planning (Metropolitan
Area) Bill-Received from Assembly.
2354; first reading, 2354; second reading, 2510; 'Committee, 2519; remaining
stages, 2522.
Trained Nurses' Club-Voluntary liquidation, 784.-Acquisition of building, 785,
801.
Transfer of Land Bill-:--Report of Statute
Law Revision Committee, 2233.-Bill
received from Assembly, 2500; first
reading, 2500; second reading, 263'5;
Committee, 2642; remaining stages,
2643.
Transport-Improvement of public facilities, 496.-Age and invalid pensioners,
784.
Transport Regulation (Amendment) BiIIReceived from Assembly, 2604; first
reading, 2604; second reading, 2714;
Committee, 2735; remaining stages,
2743.
Transport Regulation Bill-Reports of
Statute Law Revision Committee, 1462~
2317.
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'Transport Regulation Boar(l-Bus services,
(qn.> 1348.-Applications to increase
t ,res, (qn.> 1348.
Trottine Racecourse Development Fund.
(See" Finance (Racing) Bill.")

U.
Uniform Building Regulations-Report by
revision committe'e, (qn.) 1162,
Unlawful Games. (See" Police Offences
(Unlawful Games) Bill.")
Ura.nium-Prospecting.
partment.")

(See" Mines De-

V.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment)
Bill-Received from Assembly, 1347;
first reading, 1347; second reading, 1475,
1633; Committee, 1649; remaining
stages, 1658.
Veterinary Services.
Agriculture." )

(See" Department of

W.
Wail Forest Nursery.
mission.")

(See" Forests Com-

lValters, Hon. D. J. (Northern Province).
BeUarine Water Supply Bill, 1247.
Country Roads and Level Crossings Funds
Bill, 1232.
Water Bill, 2610.
(See also "Chairman of Committees, The
(Hon. D. J. Walters).")
Warner,
Hon.
A.
G.
(Higinbotham
Province).
Adoption of Children (Amendment> Bill.
2344.
Apprenticeship (Amendment) Bill, 1353.
Appropriation Bill, 2757.
Auditor-General's Salary Bill, 1050.
rials Control (Extension) Bill, 2503.
Building Operations and Building MateBusiness of the House-Days and hours of
meeting, 2267, 2536, 2537.
Christmas Felicitations, 2760.
Consolidated Revenue Bm (No, 2), 774,
787.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 808.

Warner, Hon. A. G.-contin'ued.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2234,
2235.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees) Bill, 2347.
Country Roads Board-Speed-limit signs,
2235.
County Court (Judges) Bill, 1850.
Deaths-Sir James Kennedy, 1967; Sir
Frank Clarke, 2838.
Finance Racing Bill, 1244.
Fire Brigades (Amendment> Bill, 2368.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill,
1484.
Gas -Regulation (Amendment> Bill, 1762.
Goods (Amendment> Bill, 1054, 1055.
Health (Amendment> Bill, 2317, 2320,
2323, 2324, 2327, 2328, 2329, 2330, 2331.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionWorking conditions of tradesmen, 1659.
Housing-Structures unfit for human
habitation, 775.
Housing Bill, 2528.
Housing (Buildings) Bill, 1060, 1473.
Housing
Commission-Administration,
774; allocation of houses, 774, 777;
slum abolition, 774, 777; loss on operations, 775, 776; Dandenong estate, 775;
rental rebates, 776, 1569; compulsory
acquisition of land, 776; building of
shops, 777, 1969; revenue from rentals,
1569; Heidelberg estate, 1969.
Judges Salaries Bill, 2746.
Labour arid Industry Act-Payment in
lieu of long-service leave, 808.
Landlord and Tenant (Amendment> Bill,
1464.
Landlord and Tenant
(Amendment)
Bill (No.2), 2605.
Landlord and Tenant Bill, 2042, 2047, 2058,
2061, 2067, 2713.
Liberal and Country Party-Leadership,
2233.
Motor-car (Third Party) InsuranceAcceptance of risk by insurers, 788;
subsidy by taxpayers, 789.
Parking of Vehicles (Amendment) Bill,
1765, 1768.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2251.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1771, 1779.
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Warner, Hon. A. G.-continued.
Prices Branch-Items controlled, 2037.
Public Officers Salaries Bill, 1988.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 1631.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2754.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2623.
Road Accidents-Casualties, 771; statistical data, 771.
Speed Limits on
signs, 2235.

Roads-Erection

of

State Accident Insurance Office-Workers
compensation premiums, 788; financial
result, 788.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2358.
State Motor Car Insurance Office-Accumulated loss, 787.
Statutes Amendment Bill, 1475, 1574,
1781, 1782, 1785, 1786, 1790.
Sunday Newspapers-Sale in Melbourne,
1970.
Sur.plus .Revenue Bill, 1760.
Town and Country Planning (Metropolitan Area) Bill, 2512, 2521, 2522.
Transport Regulation (Amendment) Bill,
2720, 2738, 2740, 2742.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment)
Bill, 1651, 1652, 1654.
Workers Compensation-Premiums, 788.
Water Act 1928-Report of Statute Law
Revision Committee, 2837.

Water Bill-Received from Assembly.
2365; first reading, 2365; second reading, 2522, 2608; Committee, 2612; remaining stages, 2617.
Water (Connexions to Mains) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1060; second
reading, 1473; Committee and remaining stages, 1475.-Assembly's amendment dealt with, 2653.
Water Pollution.
ment) Bill.")

(See" Health (Amend-

Water Supply-Ministerial statement re
underground resources, 1049. (See also
"Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works," and "State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission.")
Water Supply Loan Application BillReceived from Assembly, 1874; first
reading, 1874; sec-ond reading, 1984,
2253;
Committee, 2262;
remaining
stages, 2263.
Wheat-Quality of Australian product, 492.
793.-Price, 778.-Freight charges, 778.
(See also" Grain Elevators Board.")
lVheat Industry Stabilization Bill-Received
from Assembly, 1791; first reading, 1791;
second reading, 1971; Committee, 1978;
remaining stages, 1979.-Clerical error
corrected, 2156.
Wills Act-War service wills.
"Statutes Amendment Bill.")

(See

Workers Compensation-Premiums, 788.

LEG ISLArr lYE
A.
Aborigines. (See" Board for the Protection
of the Aborigines.")
Accidents on Roads.
(See" Road Accidents.")
Acts Interpretation Act-Irish citizens.
(See" Statutes Amendment Bill.")
Acts of Parliament--Regulations, 1006;
suggested
.. regulating"
committee,
1006.
Address-in-Reply. (See" Queen Elizabeth
II." and .. Governor, His Excellency,
General Sir Reginald Alexander Dallas
Brooks, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., K.C.V.O.,
D.S.O., K. St.J.",)
Administration and Probate Acts-Actions
. in tort. (See" Statutes Amendment
Bill.")
Adoption of Children (Amendment) BillReceived from Council and first reading, 2445; second reading, 2468, 2597 ;
Committee, 2602; third reading, 2603.Council's amendment dealt with, 2828.
Aged and Infirm Persons-Extension of
municipal housekeeping services, 434,
543, 544.-Use of Caulfield military
hospital, 512.-Commonwealth financial
assistance, 544.-Services and amenities: Government financial help, 598,
2404.-Cottage homes for old people,
932.-Provision of flats at Geelong,
1005. (See ,also "Benefit Associations
Act.")
Agent-General-8ervices
of
Sir
John
Lienhop, 640, 2765, 2768.-Individual'
representation of States, 640.-Financial provision, 2764.-Debit to Geelong
Chamber ,of Commerce, 2764, 2767.Location of London office, 2764.London home for Agent-General, 2764,
2768.-Co-operation between AgentsGeneral of the States, 2768.
Agricultural Colleges. (See" ,Department
of Agriculture.")

ASSEMBI~ Y.

Agricultural Show grounds - Government
financial provision, (qn,) 1580.
Agriculture. (See" Department of Agriculture," .. Potatoes," .. Price Control,"
.. Primary Production," .. Wheat" and
"Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill.")
Ambulance Services.
(See" Hospitals ",
"St. John Ambulance Association"
and
," Victorian
Civil
Ambulance
Service.")
Anzac Day-Proposed referendum on manner of observanec, 941.
Apprenticeship (Amendment) Bill-Intro...
duction and first reading, 863; second
reading, 1027, 1144; Committee, 1148;
remaining stages, 1153.
Appropriation Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 2817; second reading, 2817;
proposed amendment to second-reading
motion, 2817; amendment negatived,
2828; second-reading motion agreed to,
2828; remaining stages, 2828.
Auditor-General-Availability of annual report for Budget debate, 748, 750, 848,
909.-Report for year ended June, 1954,
pres en ted, 1582.
Auditor-General's Salary Bill-Appropriation resolution and first reading, 621;
second reading, 696; remaining stages,
701.
Australian College of Optometry-Government grant, 597, 983.

B.
Barry, Mr. W. P. (Carlton).
Cemeteries Act-Cremation of persons
who died in other States, 387.
Commission of Public Health-Meetings,
1580; 'attendance of members, 1580;
fees and allowances, 1580.
Communism, 2857.
Corneal Grafting Bill, 621, 631, 767.
Debate--Wi.thdrawal of statements objected to, 262, 280, 1725, 2090, 2898.
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Barry, Mr. W. P.-continued.
Dental College and Hospital-Mainten,ance cost, 497; training of students,
497.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 979, 1111, 1116,
2020, 2021, 2022, 2024, 2026, 2027, 2028,
2029, 2082, 2089, 2090, 2101, 2105, 2107,
2108, 2109, 2110, 2111, 2112, 2113, 2114.
Health, Department of-Poliomyelitis:
Incidence and preventive measures,
386.-Treatment of tuberculosis and infectious diseases, 511.
Health <Infectious Diseases) Bill, 300,
390, 414, 416, 417.
Hospital Benefit Societies-Benefits, 2538;
hospital charges, 2538.
Hospitals-Prefabricated
building
for
Healesville, 74; closing of repatri'ation
ward at Ballarat Base Hospital, 512;
vac.ant beds, 862; additional accommodation, 862.
Hospitals and Charities-Proceeds from
race meetings, 1073.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionBank overdrafts of subsidized hospitals,
814; Traralgon Hospital, 1494.-Metropolitan hospitals: Expenditure, 2538.
Infant Welf.are and Pre-school CentresCost of erection, 497; subsidies, 497~
Infectious Diseases Hospitals Bill, 1404,
1530, 1840, 1841, 1842.
Kindergartens-Equipment, 1110; Government subsidies, 1110.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 258, 262.
Mental Hygiene Authority-Bundoora
Repatriation Hospital, 551; allocations
,and expenditure of loan funds, 671 ;
Ararat Mental Hospital, 718; conditions
at Kew Mental Hospital, 1180; subsidies to mentally retarded children's
centres, 1250.
Mental Hygiene (Maintenance) Bill, 1663,
1666, 1669, 1961, 1963, 1964.
Midwivei (Amendment) Bill, 1918, 1998.
Party Leader, 2841.
Personal Explanation-Statements in debate, 297.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remark~,
279, '1341; member objecting to Chairman's ruling, 280.
Political Situation, 2856.
Public Transport-Tram and bus stoppages, 49.
Retirement of Members, 2926.
Supply, 511, 551, 649, 718.

Barry, Mr. W. P.-continued.
Victorian Civil Ambulance ServiceConditi·ons in service, 649; affidavit by
Mr. Roy Green, 649; Ministerial statement, 674.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2856,
2858.

Basic Wage-Periodical cost-of-living adjustments, (qnJ 73, 174, 392, 822, 911,
1298; effect on State finances, 402.
Bellarine Water Supply Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 679; second reading,
707, 1121; Committee, 1138; remaining
stages, 1140.
Benefit Associations Act-Winding up of
funeral benefit associ,ations, (qnJ 299.
-Funeral benefi t
schemes,
655.Geelong Pensioners' Friendly Society,
655.
Betting-Bookmakers: Gross takin~ and
profits, 840; number of operators at
'country
meetings,
841.-" Off-thecourse" betting, 842, 871.-Licensing of
" starting price" ,bookmakers, 872.
(See also "Horse Racing," II Taxation
-Racing Taxation" and .. Totalizator
Act.")
Bloomfield, Mr. J. S. (Malvern).
Auditor-General's Report, 909.
Auditor-General's Salary Bill, 700.
Basic Wage---'Cost-of-living adjustments,
911.
Bellarine Water Supply Bill, 1134.
Budget, 909.
Business of the House-Order of business,
300, 679; private members' Bills, 1254.
Children'S Welfare Bill, 1607, 1936, 1947,
1948, 1949, 1950, 1953, 1956.
Country Roads and Level Crossings Funds
Bill, 1097.
Country Roads Board-Maintenance of
roads, 913.
County Court (Judges) Bill, 1746.
Crimes Bill, 424.
Crown Proceedings Bill, 1359.
Dog Races Bill, 1542, 1548.
Estimates, 2763, 2767, 2788, 2796, 2797,
2817.
Factories and Shops (Long Service Leave)
Act-Exemption of employers, 2788.
Goods (Amendment) Bill, 1443, 1445.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 1566, 2024,
2027, 2028, 2086.
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Bloomfield. Mr. J. S.-continued.
Housing Bill, 2171, 2176, 2180, 2183, 2193.
Housing Commission-Project at Dandenong, 914; slum abolition, 914.
Judges (Powers) Bill, 1442.
Judges Salaries Bill, 2542, 254!).
Justices (Jurisdiction) Bill, 2277, 2279,
2281.
Labour and Industry, Department ofTrading hours of shops, 2788.
Law Department-Need for additional
Crown Prosecutors, 2767, 2796; proposed appointment of public defenders,
2796; shortage of court reporters, 2797.
Licensing Court-Proposed appointment
of members, 512, 515.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 59, 271.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Amendment) Bill, 1044, 1045.
lVIelbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 199, 333, 337, 345.
Metropolitan Traffic Courts Bill, 1140.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2074, 20'75.
Parliamentary Library-Availability of
Victorian Law Re1JOrtS, 2763.

Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1709, 1711, 1712.
Penal Department-Administration of
.penal system, 588; incidents at Pentridge gaol, 588.
Personal Explanation-Statement in dedate, 2183.
Petition re Trading Hours of Shops,
2657.
Petrol Tax-Allocation to Victoria, 913.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks,
106, .1275, 2903; statement in debate,
2386; scope of second-reading debate,
2700.
Police Offences (Ob~cene Publications)
Bill, 89, 95, 140, 145, 160, 518, 519.
POlice Offences (Unlawful Games) Bill,
71.
Public Officers Salaries Bill, 1800.
Railway Department-Limitation of compensation liability, 668; claims for
damages, 732; carriage of primary produce, 913; subsidizing developmental
lines, 913.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2465.
Slum Reclamation~Provision of funds,
138, 914.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2300.

(27)

Bloomfield, Mr. J. S.-continued.
State Superannuation Fund-Value of
uni ts, 2817.
Statutes Amendment Bill, 1997, 2692,
2694, 2696, 2703, 2704, 2705, 2706, 2707,
2708, 2709.
Supply, 512, 515, 610, 667, 723.
Tattersall Consultations Act-Appointment of agents, 723; revenue, 913.
Town and Country Planning (Metropolitan Area) Bill, 2420.
Transport Regulatio~ (Amendment) Bill,
2577, 2580, 2582, 2592.
Valuation of Land Bill, 695, 1433.
Vermin and Noxious 'Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1216, 1219, 1277, 1331, 1336,
1342, 1345.
Water Bill, 1518, 2428, 2432.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill, 1910.
Board for the Protection of the Aborigines
-Government financial provision, 640;
welfare of natives, 641, 974.
Bolte, Mr. H. E. (Hampden).
Address-in-Reply, 8.
Appropriation Bill, 2817.
Basic Wage-Cost-of-living adjustments,
392, 822, 1298.
'
Bellarine W·ater Supply Bill, 1136.
Betting-vVinning bets tax, 818, 822; turnover tax, 818.
Budget, 815.
Business of the House-Period of recess,
502.
Children's Welfare Act-Proposed amendments, 399.
Close of Sessional Period, 2834.
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association-Visit to South Afriea of honorable member for Gippsland South, 568.
Communism, 2843.
Country Roads Board-Revenue from
motor registrations, licence and transfer fees, 816, 822.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected to, 874.
Decentralization Fund, 734.
Dog Races Bill, 1535, 1547.
Education Department-Supply of electric power to houses occupied 'by
country teachers, 397; closing of
country schools, 819; recruitment of
staff, 819; school leaving age, 819.
Entertainments Tax-Reimposition, 817;
estimated revenue, 817.
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Bolte, Mr. H. E.-continued.
Entertainments Tax (Amendment) Bill,
1097.
Estimates, 2773, 2784, 2788, 2805.-Supplementary Estimates for 1953-54, 734.
Factories and Shops (Long Service
Le,ave) Act-Exemption for employers,
2788.
Finance (Racing) Bill, 1080, 1086.
Fisheries 'and Game Department-Annual
cost of Snob's creek hatchery, 29; opening dates of quail and duck seasons,
637.
Forests (Amendment) Bill, 2011.
Government Buildings Fire Insurance
Fund, 734.
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing
Orders, 1662.
Grievances, 1298.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 1116.
Hide ,and Leather Industries (Suspension)
Bill, 2829.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionBuilding of hospi tals', 821; staffing of
institutions, 821.
Housing Bill, 2133, 216l.
Housing
Commission-Common wealthState Housing Agreement, 396; rents
charged, 396; purchase of homes by
tenants, 396; Dandenong project, 820,
1301; building policy, 1300; slumabolition, 1301, 2379.
Labour and Industry Act-Effect of
opera tion, 2379.
Labour and Industry, Department ofPersecution of shopkeepers, 637.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Rent control,
638, 1299; repossession of properties by
owners, 638.
Land Settlement Act-Anomalies, 398;
delay in implementation, 2379.
Land Tax-Estimated revenue, 817, 822;
limit of exemption, 817; transfer of
properties, 2805.
Land Tax Bill, 2595.
Licensing Tax-Estimated revenue, 822.
Loan Funds-Allocations to Departments
and instrumentalities, 220; expenditure
by Departments, 391, 820, 822; repayment, 816; allocation to Victoria, 819.
Local Government (City of Sunshine)
Bill, 139.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 59, 235.
Melbourne 'and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Amendment) Bill, 1040.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Punt-road bus dispute, 2379.

Bolte, Mr. H. E.-continued.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 187, 188, 310, 328, 341, 347,
566.
Melbourne City Council-Statements in
Parliament, 499; request for Royal
Commission, 499.
Members
of
Parliament-Increased
salaries, 398; cost-of-living adjustments,
398; service of honorable member for
Williamstown,
568;
retirement of
members, 2925.
Mines Department-Uranium deposits,
638; search for oil, 639; underground
water resources, 639; survey of Victorian resources, 640.
subsidies,
Munici pali ties-Governmen t
393.
Municipalities Assistance Fund, 734.
Napier-street Bridge Bill, 1750.
Parliament-Period of recess, 502; resumption· of the Session, 566; hours of
sitting, 2207.
Parliamentary Salaries ,and Allowances
Bill, 1669, 1752.
Penal Department-Administration of
penal system, 571; incidents at Pentridge gaol, 571.
Personal Explanation-Statements in .de,bate, 298.
Petition re the Overflowing of the Elster
Creek and the El,wood Canal, 2540,
2541.
Petrov Federal Royal Commission-Appointment of Victorian Judge, 282.
Points of Order-The Speaker's call, 54;
withdrawal of statement objected to,
262.
Police Force-Services during Royal
visit, 637, 2784; bonus, 637, 2784.
Police Offences (Unlawful Games) Bill,
12.
Political Situation, 2842.
Potato Industry-Effect of price control,
1300.
Prices Branch-Reduction of staff, 637;
cost of administration, 637; price of
potatoes, 637, 1300; price of petrol, 2206,
2377, 2818; continuation of price control,
2818.
Primary Production-Costs of production,
815, 1300; poultry and pig raising industries, 823; fodder 'conservation, 1301.
Probate Duty-Estimated revenue, 816,
82l.
Public Officers Salaries Bill, 1804.
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Bolte, Mr. H. E.-continued.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2668.
Racecourses Licences Board-Delicensing
of country racing clubs, 2773.
Railway Department-Supply of electric
power to homes of country railway
workers, 397.
Railway Renewals ,and Replacements
Fund, 734.
Retirement of Members, 2925.
Road Transport-Proposed tax, 1300; decision of Privy Council re interstate
operators, 2206.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Purchase of properties, 391, 820; issue of
interim leases, 393, 394, 395; Commonwealth-State agreement, 393; valuations of properties, 393; ,annual rental
of farms, 394, 395; allocation of blocks,
394; interest on loans, 817.
Soldier Settlement (Financial) Bill; 2307.
Stamp Duties-Effect on industry, 817;
estimated revenue, 822.
State Electricity Commission-Self-help
scheme, 397.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2284, 2294.
~tate Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Revenue,
220;
maintenance
expenditure, 220; allocations of loan
money, 618.
State Savings Bank-Use of funds, 1301.
Supply, 391, 607, 608, 636, 2205; period of
Supply, 2817.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1528.
Tattersall Consultations-Allocation of
revenue, 821.
Totalizator Act-Payments to racing clubs,
818.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 119l.
Transfer of Land Bill, 620.
Transport Regulation (Amendment) Bill,
2593.
Treasury-Revenue from State taxation
sources, 220.
Uniform Ta}Cation-Reimbursements, 816.
Valuation of Land Bill, 692, 1431.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1154, 1262, 1280, 1341, 1345.
Victorian Civil Ambulance ServiceMinisterial statement, 679.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2375,
2841, 2842, 2844.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill, 1908.
Wheat Growing Industry-Stabiliza1lion
plan, 1300, 2379.
Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill, 1829.

Bourke, l\lr. J. P. (St. Kilda).
Budget, 899.
Communism, 2879.
Corneal Grafting Bill, 765.
Debate-Withdrawal
of
statements
objected to, 1706, 1712.
Education Department-Provision for
migrants, 900; school accommodation,
900.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionAdministration, 900; Southern Memorial
Hospi tal, 900.
Housing Bill, 2193.
Housing Commission-Project at Dandenong, 90l.
Judges (Powers) Bill, 144l.
Justices (Jurisdiction) Bill, 2276, 2281.
Law Department-County Court actions
awaiting trial, 221, 901; hearings in
courts of petty seSSions, 221; High
Court buildings, 221; consolidation of
statutes, 900; court accommodation,
901; court reporting staff, 901; delay in
litigation, 901; service of Judges as
Royal Commissioners, 902.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 242.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Flooding of Elster creek, 2068.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 316.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1705.
Petition re Overflowing of the Elster
creek and the Elwood canal, 2540, 254l.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks,
238, 1219, 1711, 1712; statement in debate, 540; member proceeding "in
defiance" of Speaker's ruling, 2698;
reference to matters concerning another
Parliament, 2844.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 147.
Political Situation, 2879.
Public Officers Salaries Bill, 1802.
Public
Transport-Tram
and
bus
stoppages, 54.
Public Works Department-Cost of completing Law Courts buildings, 221; cost
of completing Point Ormond sea wall,
222.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2679,
2684.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Practices, 902.
Statutes Amendment Bill, 2707.
St. Kilda Baths, 900.

INDEX.

Bourke, Mr. J. P.--continued.
Tattersall
Consultations-Transfer
to
Victoria, 902.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2879.
Bread Industry-Monopoly, 525.-Quality
and price, 526.-Proposed reform,
548; amending legislation, 2211, 2396.Delivery of stale bread, 1964.-Use of
" Gly" milk, 2211; production and
supply of "milk" loaves, 2211.
Brlcl{s. (See" Building Materials.")
Bridges-Construction over Yarra river,
1310.-Widening
of
Prince's-bridge,
131O.-Finance for works, 1311. (See
also "Napier-street Bridge Bill.")
Brose, Mr. R. K. (Rodney).
Bellarine Water Supply Bill, 1130.
Education Department-Teaching Service,
920; trainees, 920; appointments, 920;
unstaffed schools, 920; transport of
scholars, 920.
Housing Bill, 2168.
Parking of Vehicles Act-Prosecutions
and fines, 1073, 1250; additional parking facili ties, 1250.
River Murray Waters Bill, 2432.
State Rivers and Water Supply Oommission-Town water supply works, 1073.
Transport Regulation (Amendment) Bill,
2575, 2584, 2585.
Valuation of Land Bill, 1424.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1270, 1293, 1331.
Water Bill, 1524, 2429, 2431.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill, 1885.
Waterworks Authorities-Legal costs,
1662; compensation for flood damage,
1662.
Bucl{ingham, Mr. W. J. (Wonthaggi).
Caulfield Racecourse-Trustees: Appointment and meetings, 1251.
Education
Department - Closing
of
schools, 1072.
Housing Commission-Contracts for the
erection of dwellings, 809; construction
of dwellings, 861; Korumburra estate,
1223. Law D-epartment-Loan money for works,
1251.
Railway Department-Level crossing accidents near Dandenong, 385.
Retirement of Members, 2932.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1220, 1271, 1286.

Budget-Brought down by Mr. Cain
(Premier and Treasurer), 592; financial
tables, 603; Budget debate, 814, 863,
924, 980.-Expenditure on education,
673.
Building Materials-Shortage of timber,
galvanized iron and piping, 430.Cement: Shortage, 430; production at
Geelong, 1005; Victorian production
-and alloc-ation, (qn.) 1180.-Effect of
shortages on Housing Commission's
building programme and public works.
542, 561.-Export of mater-ials, 561.Profits of brick manufacturers, 1005.
(See -also "Building Operations and
Building Materials Control (Extension)
Bill" and "Housing.")
Buildilrlg Operations and Building Materials
Control (Extension) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 621; second reading,
1533, 2013; Committee, 2019; remaining
stages, 2019.
legisBuilding
Regulations-Proposed
lation, 548.
Business Names Act-Restriction on names.
(See" Statutes Amendment Bill.")
Business of the House-Adjournment until
day and hour to -be fixed by Mr.
Speaker, 10, 566.-Motions giving precedence to Government business, 300,
502, 679, 1254.-Duration of recess, 502,
566, 519.-Legislative programme, 558,
566.-Meeting of House: Observance of
Standing Order, 979.-Private members'
Bills, 1254.-Day of meeting, 1459.
Butchel'S. (See" Meat Industry.")
Butter.
(See" Dairying Industry" and
" Price Control.")

C.
Cain, Mr. John (Northcote).
Address-in-Reply, 6; 'Presentation, 9.
Agent-General-Display in London by
Geelong Chamber of Commerce, 2767;
living accommodation, 2768.
Agricultural Sho-wgrounds - Financial
provision, 1580.
AgricuIV.tre, Department of-Control of
frui t fly pest, 173, 607; control of grasshopper plague, 173, 607, 615; Budget
statement, 599; veterinary and dairy
technology scholarships, 599; herd recording associations, 607; payments
under Cattle Compensation Act, 615.
Appropriation Bill, 2817, 2821, 2826.
Attorney-General's
Department - Increased jury fees, 173.
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Cain. Mr. John-con.tin.ued.
Auditor-General's Salary Bill, 621, 696.
Australian College of Optometry-Government grant,597.
Basic Wage-Cost to State of cost-ofliving ,adjustments, 73; cost-of-living
variations, 174.
Bellarine Water Supply Bill, 1129.
Betting-Winning bets tax, 593; turnover tax, 593; totalizator investments,
594.
Bread Industry-Delivery of st'ale bread,
1965.
Budget, 592.-Personal explanation: Expenditure on education, 673.
Building Materials-Prices, 561; shortage
of supplies, 561.
Business of the House-Order of business,
300, 347, 679; suspension of Grievance
Day, 499; period of recess, 502; private
members' Bills, 1254.
Children's Holiday Camps--Government
grant, 597.
Children's Welfare-Proposed legislation,
597, 617; amending legislation, .2825.
Children's Welfare Department - p.ayments to foster mothers, 173; Budget
statement, 597.
Close of Sessional Period, 2833.
Closure Motion, 1279, 2414.
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association-Visit to South Africa of honorable
member for Gippsland South, 567.
Commonwealth Pay-roll Tax, 2805.
Communism, 2851.
Consolid,ated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 563.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 728.
Consolid,ated Revenue Bill (No.3), 753.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2227.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Budget
statement, 601; applications for membership, 733; finance, 733, 2806: Government guarantees, 1404, 2806.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees) Bill, 1793, 1877.
Co-operative Societies - Budget statement, 601.
Country Party-Election of Leader, 2924.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill, 2302.
Country Roads and Level Crossings
Funds· Bill, 1038.
Country Roads Board-Financial position, 554.
Country Sewerage Authorities-Formula
for grants, 1110.
County Court (Judges) Bill, 1663.
Crimes Bill, 299, 318, 425.

Cain, Mr. John-continued.
Debate-Withdrawal of statements objected to, 135, 2386, 2823.
Decentralization-Budget statement, 600.
Decentralization Fund-Special contribUtion, 614; reserve, 2385.
Education Department - Building programme, 555, 596; school accommodation, 555, 2386, 2824; uniform building
plan, 555; Budget statement, 596, 673;
salaries of teachers, 596, 606, 614;
transport of scholars, 596, 614, 1917;
dental services, 598; increased costs,
614; endowments ,and grants, 614;
expendi ture, 673, 2386; allowances to
studen ts, 1917; increased teaching staff,
1917.
Entertainments Tax-Budget statement,
593.
Entertainments Tax (Amendment)' Bill,
1036, 1q37.
Estimates, 139, 570, 2767, 2796, 2797, 2805.
-Supplementary Estimates for 1953-54,
571, 613.
Federal Aid Roads and Works Act-Payments to State, 119.
Finance (Racing) Bill, 1034, 1085, 1086.
Forests Commission-Budget statement,
599.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Morwell project, 977; pipe-line and briquettes, 977;
production of metallurgical coke, 1074;
experimental plant, 1074; ownership
and future use of land at South Melbourne and Port Melbourne, 1493.
Gas Regulation (Amendment> Bill, 679.
Government Buildings - Extension of
telephone system, .615.
Government Buildings Fire Insurance
Fund-Special contributions, 614; payments from Consolidated Revenue, 672.
Government Departments - Representation in London, 2768.
Government Printer-Work for Commcmwealth Government, 614.
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing
Orders, 1662.
Grievances, 1298, 1313.
Health, Department of - Payment to
Queen's Memorial Infectious Diseases
Hospital, 173; Budget statement, 597;
payment to Cancer Institute, 597, 607;
maternal and child welfare, 597; school
dental services, 598.
Hospital Sunday - Contributions from
churches, 1401, 1402.
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Cain, Mr. John-continued.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionProvision of hospitals, 555, 2387, 2824;
removal of former Commissioners from
office, 556, 2387; plan to meet country
needs, 556; infectious diseases hospitals,
594; Budget statement, 593; Traralgon
hospital, 1314, 2387, 2824; Wodonga
hospital, 1314, 2387, 2824.
House Committee-Appointment, 55.
Housing-Construction of dwellings, 558;
activities of private builders, 558;
emergency.housing, 2807.
Housing Bill, 2176.
Housing Commission - Commonwealth
and State Housing Agreement, 558;
sale of homes to tenants, 558; Budget
statement, 601; Korumburra estate,
i223.
Hume Highway-Approach to Victoria
from Albury, 1845.
Immigration - Facilities for .migrants,
555.
Infant Welfare Centres - Government
subsidy, 1917, 2825.
Infectious Diseases Hospitals - Budget
statement, 594.
Judges Salaries Bill, 2447, 2494, 2547.
Justices (Jurisdiction) Bill, 1842, 1883,
2279, 2280.
subsidy,
Kindergartens - Government
1917.
Labour and Industry, Department ofCartage of produce by farmers, 1582;
cartage of stores to farmers, 1582;
protection money, 2539, 2540; newspaper allegations, 2539, 2540.
Land Settlement, 600, 2384.
Land Tax-Transfer of properties, 2806.
Land Tax Bill, 2446, 2499.
Latrobe Valley - Need for additional
industries, 2769.
Law Department-Jurors' fees, 606, 1917;
appointment
of
additional
Crown
Prosecutors, 2797; shortage of court
reporters, 2797.
Library Committee-Appointment, 56.
Licensing Act-Liquor reform, 557.
Loan Funds-Allocations to Departments
·and instrumen tali ties, 220; use to fund
State deficit, 554; Budget statement,
602; allocation to Victoria, 2807.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 62.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Municipal
Loans Redemption Fund-Deficit, 614.

Cain, Mr. John-continued.
Melbourne .and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Statutory payments to Consolidated Revenue, 594; Punt-road bus
service, 1758.
Melbourne City Council-Statements in
Parliament, 499; request for Royal
Commission, 499.
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Guarantee)
Bill, 387, 388.
Mental Hygiene Authority-Maintenance
of buildings, 615; revenue from Tattersall's, 978; building contracts, 978; construction of hospital wards, 978; Kew
Mental Hospital, 2387.
Metropolitan Traffic Courts Bill, 621, 632,
1143.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment Bill, 1663, 1665.
Mines Department-Underground water
resources, 600; boring activities, 607;
laboratory equipment, 607.
Ministry, 2840.
Moyne Portland Cement Co.-Indebtedness to Government, 1793; disposal of
plant, 1793.
Municipalities-Maintenance of infectious
diseases hospitals, 594; Government
grant for libraries, 597.
Municipalities Assistance Fund-Special
contribution, 614, 615; receipts and disbursements, 671, 1580; ,annual allocation, 1875; reserve, 2385.
North Geelong to Fyansford Railway
Construction Bill, 621, 1363.
Olympic Games 1956-Estimated cost to
State, 298.
Parliament-Service of honorable member for Williamstown, 567; resumption
of the session, 567, 2833; retirement
of members, 2924.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2070, 2074, 2075.
Parliamentary Library - Financial provision, 2767.
Parliamentary Salaries and AllowancesMinisters of the Crown, 1179; members,
1179; report of committee of inquiry,
1179.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1222, 1281, 1687, 1726, 1752, 1753,
1754, 1756.
Personal Explanation - Statement in
debate, 399.-Budget statement: Expenditure on Education, 673.
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Cain, Mr. John-continued.
Petition re the Overflowing of the Elster
Creek and the Elwood Canal, 2541,
2542.
Picture Theatres-Seating of patrons.
1568.
Point of Order-Statement in debate, 611.
Police Department - Increased salaries,
173, 615; payment of overtime, 173,
614, 1917; increased allowances, 173,
614, 1917; bonus for servicl~ during
Royal visit, 1875.
Police Offences (Unlawful Games) Bill, 10,
11.
Political Situation, 2848; dissolution of
Assembly, 2924; election arrangements,
2924.
Price Control-Cost of administration,
562; price of petrol, 562, 2389, 2827;
continuation of system, 562, 2827; price
of steel, 1845.
Primary Production-Subsidies for egg
and bacon industries, 732.
Printing Committee-Appointment, 55.
Public Officers' Salaries Bill, 1222, 1582.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 1298,
1361.
Public Service Board-Revision of salaries, 2769.
Public Transport-Tram and bus stoppages, 37.
Public Works-Proposed advisory panel,
732.
Public Works Department-Works programme, 1917.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2657.
Railway Accident and Fire Insurance
Fund--Government contribution, 615.
Railway Department - Wage increases,
173, 595, 615; debt charges, 173, 607,
1918; increases in freights and fares,
557; transport of wheat, 557; Budget
statement, 594; deficit, 594; unloading
of trucks at Newmarket, 976; Interstate train services, 1845.-Level crossings, 595, 596, 1792; accident at
Kyabram, 1460; committee's investigation, 1792; precautionary measures,
1792.
Railway Renewals 'and Replacements
Fund - Special contribution, 615; reserve, 2385.
Railways (Commissioners' Salaries) Bill,
2268, 2417.
Real Estate Agents-Activities, 1758.
Redistribution of Assembly Seats, 557.
Retiremen t of Members, 2924.
4575/55.-2

Cain, Mr. John-contintted.
Retirement of Sir Winston Churchill,
2932.
Royal Mint-Payment by Treasury, 173.
Royal Visit-Cost to Governmen.t, 32,
607; grants to country municipalities,
1111; expenditure, 1918.
Rural Finance Corporation - Financial
provision, 2384.
Slum Reclamation-Provision of funds,
135, 137.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Interim
leases, 560; single unit farms, 560, 2388;
average cost of settlement, 560, 2388;
increased cost of land, 560, 2388;
Budget statement, 600; general allotments, 2388.
Stage Presentation-Newspaper pu.blicity,
730.
Standing Orders Committee - Appointment.55.
State Accident Insurance Office-Insurance of State employees, 173, 607.
State Coal Mine-Deficit, 596.
State Electricity Commission - Reduced
charges, 556, 601; self-help scheme, 556,
1316; room charge, 556; Morwell
scheme, 561, 602, 1071, 1314, 1315;
Budget statement, 601; proposed expenditure, 1316; Commonwealth shortterm loan, 2388; raisings on loan
market, 2807.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 1989, 2075, 2291, 2300.
State Instrumentalities - Commissioners
and members: Salaries and allowances,
1581.
State Owned or Hired Motor-ears-Use
by 'public servants, 619.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission - Maintenance works, 173;
Budget statement, 599; underground
water resources, 600; explosion in Jindivick tunnel, 1965.
State Savings Bank-Commissioners, 672;
loans to the State Electricity Commission and home purchasers, 672; loan
limi ts, 672.
State Savings Bank (Deposits) Bill, 10,
13.
State Superannuation Fund - Cost of
increased value of units, 221.
Statute Law Revision Committee-Appointment, 6; inquiry into practices in
Gonnexion with companies, 563; assistance of counsel, 563.
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Cain, Mr. John--continued.
Statutes Amendment Bill, 1911, 2697,
2700.
Sunday Newsp.aper, 2827.
Superannuation Bill, 2842.
Superannuation (Female Officers) Bill,
388, 410.
Supply, 171, 553, 605, 608, 1916; period
of Supply, 2828.
Surplus Revenue-Budget statement, 596.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1298, 1362.
Tattersall Consultations - Subscriptions,
1250; allocation of revenue, 1250; pay~
ment to New Zealand Government,
2805.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 1040.
Totalizators, 594.
Trade Unions-Employees' dues: Collec~
tion by Government instrumentalities,
1178.
Transfer of Land Bill, 620.
Transport Regulation. (Amendment> Bill,
2445, 2495, 2499, 2580, 2584, 2586, 2588,
2591, 2592, 2593, 2594.
Transport Regulation Bill, 1876.
Treasury-Revenue from State taxation
sources, 220; subsidy on railway freight
concessions, 2806.
Trustee (Amendment) Bill, 6.
Uniform Taxation-Reimbursement for~
mula, 555.
University of Melbourne - Government
grant, 597.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1279, 1338, 1340.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds BranchPayment of employees, 173, 607, 1917.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2375,
2384, 2414, 2841, 2848, 2854.
Water (Connexions to Mains) Bill, 2492,
2494.
Waterside Workers' Federation-Pick-up
centre at North. Wharf, 1845.
Wheat-growing Industry - Stabilization
plan, 554.
Wheat Industry Stabili~ation Bill, 1821,
1823.
Young Christian Workers' AssociationGovernment grant, 2806.
Young Farmers' Clubs Association-Government grant, 597, 599.
Young Men's Christian Association-Government grant, 2806.
Zoological Board of Victoria-Government grant, 1917.

Camp Pelle

(See" Housing-Emergenc11

Accommodation." )

Cancer Institute-Financial provision for
. year 1954-55, 510, 597, 607.-Petp.r
McCallum clinic at Ballarat, 510.Out-patients' clinic and radio-therapy
service, 597.-In-patients' unit, 597 Consultant service for country centres,
597.
Cattle and Swine Compensation-Money
in compensation funds, and payments,
(qn.) 811, (qn.) 1110.
(See also
"Dairying Industry.")
Caulfield P..acecourse-Trustees, date of
appointment and maetings, (qn.) 1251.
Cemeteries Act--Crematitm of persons who
died in other States. (qn.) 298, (qnJ
387.

Chairman of Committees, The (Mr. Earnest
Morton)-Rulings and Statements ofAmendments-Order of submissi'on, 308.
Debate-Relevancy of remarks, 279, 310.
312, 318, 327, 409, 430,507, 524, 549, 551,
845, 857, 858, 859, 1551, 2171, 2187, 2211,
2298, 2603; interjections, 279, 311, 314,
317, 325, 326, 431, 507, 515, 525, 535,
544, 550, 820, 836, 881, 882, 887,
888, 2099, 2169, 2220, 2221, 2299;
member not to discuss result of
passage of Bill, 279; member casting
reflection upon Chair, 280; claim
that members !bad been debarred
from discussing clause, 280; prohibition
on discussion of abandoned ·amendment,
328; remarks construed as personal
explanation, 399; discussing .motion on
notice paper, 406; member using the
expression "deliberate lie," 516; alluding to debates on 'Bills passed in same
session, 538, 544; using the expression" 5
per cent. Barry," 540; question whether
letter read in its entirety should become
property of the House, 669.-Scope of
debate on Supplementary Estimates,
752; on Estimates, 2767; on Votes on
Account, 2206.-Member using expression "grouted in," re Chairman's call,
874; member to 'address the Chair, 885,
2099, 2223; using the expression
.. deliberate untruth," 890; custom for
Minister to be in charge of the House
and se.ated at the
table, 909;
member referring to another as
"an irresponsible 1ndividual," 1513; no
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Chairman of Committees, The-continued.
de'bate on motion .. That progress be
reported," 1527; confining remarks to
clause under discussion, 1946, 2092,
2103, 2162, 2180, 2181, 2182, 2294, 2551,
2710; conversation among members,
2094; Minister using expression .. You
are a bloody hoodlum," 2094; referring
to member by other than his official
title or electoral district, 2166; using
the word "lie," 2224; proper time in
debate for Ministerial reply to question, 2299; member making an election
speech or a second-reading speech in
Committee, 2304; member interjecting
when not in his usual place, 2587.
Personal Explanation-Scope, 2183.
Rulings and
Speaker-

Statements

as

Deputy

Debate-Interjections, 243, 1698, 1809;
member using expression .. looking for
sugar," 262; relevancy of remarks, 1385,
1696, 1698, 2903; inCiting a member to
.. have a go" at another, 1699; conversation across the Chamber, 2128; argument beyond scope of subject-matter of
motion, 2906; reference to question of
Commonwealth administration, 2907.
·Chairmen of Committees,
Appointments, 10.

Temporary--

-Chandler Highway and Rridge BilL-Introduction and first rE'ading, 11; second
reading, 16, 165; Committee, 170; remaining stages, 171.
Charity Race-meetings.
Racing.")

(See" Horse

Chief Secretary's Department--Payment in
lieu of long service leave to Under
Secretary, 2769, 2774, 2776.
CJ~i1dren's

Holiday Camps grant, 597, 983.

Government

Chlldren's Welfare Act-Proposed amendment, 399, 499, 434, 548, 651.
Children's \Velfare Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 733; second reading, 753,
1582; Committee, 1612, 1918; remaining
stages, 1959.-Council's amendments
dealt with, 2229.
Children's Welfare Department-Payments
to foster mothers, 173.--Financial provision for year 1954-55, 597, 973.Children remanded to Pentridge, 666;
report by president of Children's

Children's Welfare Department-continued.
Court, 666.-Children's Welfare Act:
Adoption orders, (qnJ 2268.-Children's
Welfare Bill: Departmp.ntal file, (qn.)
1254; amendments, 2399. 2401.
Child Welfare - Incapacitated children:
Commonwealth Government assistance
for parents, 869. (See 'also" Adoption
of Children (Amendment) Bill," .. Children's Holiday Camps," .. Children'S
Welfare Act," .. Children's Welfare
Bill," .. Children's Welfare Department" and" Creches, Infant Welfare,
Kindergartens." )
Churchill, Sir Winston-Retirement, 2932;
appreciation of services and leadershi'p,
2932.
Coal-New South Wales coal for Geelong
cement works, 430. - Commonwealth
subsidy on Callide coal, 972.-Supplies
for Christmas-New Year period, 2208.
(See also o'State Coal Mine.")
Coal Mine Workers' Pensions (Amendment)
Bill-Appropriation resolution, 17; introduction and first reading, 17; second
reading, 17, 72; remaining stages, 73.
Coates, Mr. 1M R. (Dandenong).
Budget, 989.
D.:mdenong Market, 990.
Education Department-Needs of Dandenong electorate, 992; provision of dental
clinics, 993.
Housing Commission-Dandenong housing project, 992.
Local Government (Amendment) Bill,
2440, 2478, 2479, 2482, 2484.
Loeal Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 234.
Municipalities--Maintenance of Queen's
Memorial Infectious Diseases Hospital,
991; payments to Metropolitan Fire
Brigades Board, 991; installation of fire
hydr,ants, 991; construction of private
streets, 992.
Penal Department-Conditions at Pentridge gaol, 989.
Racing-Taxation concessions, 990; amenities at Caulfield racecourse, 990.
Railway Department-Abolition of level
crossings, 991.
Cochrane, Mr. L. J. (Gippsland West).
Budget, 1025.
Coal Mine Workers' Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 72.
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Cochrane, Mr. L. J.-continued.
Education Department - Transport of
scholars, 1.025, 1253; annual cost, 1253;
Pakenham consolidated school, 2225.
Goods (Amendment) Bill, 1445.
Hide and Leather Industries (Suspension) Bill, 2830.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 273.
Portland Harbor Trust (Amendment)
Bill, 1450.
Public Works Department - Hall at
Nilma, 2226; building of hall at N eerim
East, 2226.
Railway Department-Warragul service,
1025, 1026.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2459.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Tarago river diversion tunnel,
1026, 1661, 1792; contract f.or work,
1661; Mornington peninsula supply,
1026; coun try needs, 2226; flood protection works at Koo-Wee-Rup, 2226.
Supply, 2225.
Transport Regulation Board-Transfer
and sale of taxi plates, 1252.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill, 1900.
Young Farmers' Clubs - Government
gran t, 2225.
Rulings
and
Chair'm.an-

Statements

as

Acting

Debate-Member reading from current
issue of Hansm'd, 976.
Committee of Public Accounts-Suggested
reappOintment, 610, 664, 849, 1327.
Committees of Supply and Ways and Means.
(See " Supply, Committee of" and
.. Ways and Means, Committee of.")
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association
-Visit to South Africa by honorable
member for Gippsland South, 567,
568, 862.
'1;'~
Commonwealth Pay-Roll Tax. (See" Taxation.")
Communism, 924, 927, 2843, 2846, 2850,
2857, 2869, 2877, 2879, 2883, 2894, 2898,
2901, 2915, 2921.
Companies. (See" Statute Law Revision
Committee." )
Companies Acts-Restriction on names.
(See" Statutes Amendment Bill.")
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I)-All
stages, 563.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2)-All
stages, 728.

Consolidated Revenue Bill
stages, 753.
Consolidated Revenue Bill
stages, 2227.

(No.

3)-All

(No. 'I)-All

Constitution of the Commonwealth-Proposed
review,
839,
949,
950.Commonwealth-State financial relationships, 839.
Cook, Mr. F. A. (Benalla).
Agriculture, Department of-Developmen t of Agricultural Colleges, 996,
2813; shortage of veterinary officers,
996; accommodation require~ents at
Dookie Agricultural College, 2813.
Budget, 993.
Corneal Grafting Bill, 766.
Education Department-Needs of Benalla
electorate, 995, 2225; shortage of
teachers, 995.
Estimates, 2779, 2798, 2808, 2813.
Explosives Branch-Explosives reserve
at Truganina, 2224, 2779.
Free Library Service-Financial provision, 2225.
Goods (Amendment> Bill, 1446.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2100.
Housing Bill, 2174.
Infectious Diseases Hospitals Bill, 1837.
Labour and Industry, Department ofCarriage of livestock on Sundays, 998.
Land Tax Bill, 2596.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 272.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Bill, 1800.
Municipalities-Maintenance of infectious
diseases hospitals, 994.
Napier-street Bridge Bill, 1751.
Public Works-Policy, 993.
Public Works Loan Application Bill,
2675.
Railway Department-Abolition of leve~
crossings, 994; closing of country lines,
996, 2225; demurrage charges, 997;
leasing of railway property, 997; proposed inquiry into administration,
997; freight charges, 997.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2461.
Recreation Reserves and Public HallsGrants to municipalities, 994.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Allocation of blocks, 2225.
State Electricity Commission-Rural extensions, 995.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2283, 2284..
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Cook, Mr. F. A.-continued.
Statutes Amendment Bill, 2709.
Supply, 2224.
Transport
Regulation
Board-Illegal
operation of hauliers, 999.
Treasury-Payment of subsidy for reduced country freight rates, 2798.
Valuation of Land Bill, 695.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds BranchCost of myxoma virus, 2808; destruction of rabbits, 2808.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill,
1907.

ASSEMBLY.

Corrigan, Mr. S. T.-continued.
Royal Life Saving Clubs---Government
grant, 926.
St. John Ambulance Association-Government grant, 926.
Supply, 548, 668.
Tattersall
Consultations-Transfer
to
Victoria, 925.
Truth Newspaper-Reports. and photographs, 925.
Waterside Workers Federation-Pick-up
centre at North Wharf, 1842.
Wirth's Park-Use of site, 1181.

Rttli1tgs and Statements as Act'ing Ohairman-

Rulings
and
.Ohairman-

Debate-Member to address the Chair,
924; interjections, 938, 1010; the Chairman's call, 940; confining remarks to
clause under discussion, 1139; member
speaking twice on amendment, 1271.

Debate-Conversation among memit?ers,
942; interjections, 945, 1259; confining
remarks to clause under discussion,
1259.

Cool

Stores~Storage

of dairy products and

meat, (qn.) 1660.
Co-operative Housing Societies.
(See
II Co-operative
Housing
Societies
(Guarantees) Bill" and "Housing.")
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees) Bill-Appropriation resolution,
1793; in troduction and first reading,
1793; second reading, 1877, 2194; remaining stages, 2201.
Co-operat,ive Societies-Number, 601.
Corneal Grafting Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 621; second reading, 631,
764; Committee, 767; remaining stages,
769.
Corrigan, Mr. S. T. (Port Melbourne).
Budget, 924.
Communism, 924.
Debate-Withdrawal
of
statement
objected to, 68.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Ownership
and future use of land at South Melbourne and Port Melbourne, 1493.
Kindergartens and Pre-school CentresIncreased provision, 927.
Maternal and Child Hygiene,· 926.
Municipalities-Horne-help scheme, 927.
Penal Department-Conditions at Pentridge gaol, 668.
Police Offences (Unlawful Games) Bill,
68.
Prices Branch-Breaches of regulations,
30; quaUty and price of footwear, 548.

Statements

as

Acting

Cost-of-Living Wage Adjustments. (SeE>
"Basic Wage.")
Council of Adult Education. (See" Cultural
Development." )
Country Fire Authority-Financial proVISIOn,
administrative
coc:;ts
and
expenditure on fire brigades, \ qn) 1791.
Country Party-Election of Sir Herbert
Hyland as leader, 2924.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1663; second
reading, 1665, 2301; Committee, 2303;
remaining stages, 2307.
Country Roads and Level Crossings Funds
Bill-Appropriation resolution, 1038;
introduction and first reading, 1038;
second reading, 1038, 1088; remaining
stages, 1097.
Country Roads BoardB7'idges-New structure at Johnstonstreet, (qn,) 32.-Bridge over Glenelg
river at Harrow, 348,
Federal

Aid

Roads

and

Works

Act-

Payments to State, (qn.) 119, 929.
Finance-Funds for road maintenance,
405, 913.-Reimbursements of petrol
tax, 504, 528, 529.-Revenue from
motor-car owners' certificates, registrations, licence and transfer fees, 505, 816.
-Interest and sinking fund payments,
505.-Use of funds for metropolitan
projects, 519.-Beard's financial position, 554.-Allocation and expenditure
of loan funds on works during 1953-54
year,
(qn.)
673.-Annual financial
provision, 1318, 2392.

INDEX,

Country Roads Board--continued.
Highways-Improvement of Omeohighway, 1014.-Hume highway: Approach
to Victoria from Albury, 2216.
Roads-Condition of country main roads,
405, 942, 528.-Control and maintenance
of country and metropolitan main
roads, 529, 1318.-Kiewa Valley road,
854.-Roads to Victorian snow areasl
1015.
Wodonga-Albury
Cattseway-Condition,
854; lighting, 855; proposed new
structure, 855, 1843,1845, 2214.-Control
of traffic, 2214.
(See also Country Roads (Amendment)
Bill" and Municipalities.")
County Court (Judges) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 1663; second reading,
1663, 1745; Committee, 1747; remaining
stages, 1748.
Creches, Infant Welfare, KindergartensGovernment subsidies for infant welfare and pre-school centres, (qn.> 497,
927, (qnJ 1110, 1917.-Premises in
McWhae-avenue, Caulfield, 2906.
C.'imes Bill-Introduction and first reading.
299; second reading, 319, 417; Com·
mittee, 423; remaining stages, 425.
Crown Proceedings Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 1359.
Cultural Development--Government grants:
To National Theatre Movement, 425,
2799; to Council of Adult Education,
893; to Geelong Association of Music
a.nd Art, 1003.-Control of National
Theatre Movement, 872.-Educational
classes for prisoners in Pentridge, 893.
-Budget statement, 1003.--Suggested
advisory body for allocation of funds,
1003.-Finance
for
provision
of
orchestral concerts, 2798.
(See also
Geelong and District Cultural Institute
Bill." )
II

II

II

. 'I

D.

~I'i

• .' ~. : l

Dairying Industry-Butter produced and
exported, (qnJ 221.-Federal subsidy.
(qn.> 221.-Production costs, 520.Increased sales and use of margarine,
521, 525, 903.-Herd-test units: Extension, 599; subsidies, 607.-Increased
allowance to holders of dairy technology scholarships, 599.-Payment~
under Cattle Compensation Act, 615.Condition of industry, 903. (See also
"Price Control-Butter.")

Dandenong Market--Suggested removal to
new site, 990; yard fees, 991.
D'Arcy, Mr. L. F. C. (Grant),
Budget, 1019.
Prim'3:ry Production-Drift of la,bour to
cities, 1020; orderly marketing of
produce, 1021.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment>
Bill, 1217, 1278.
Decentralization-Geelong Industries, 429.Establishment of industries in country
towns, 530, 837.-Effect of cl~sing (·t
country railway lines, 550.-Appoint·
ment of advisory panel, 600.--Freight
subsidies, 600, 972, (qn.) 2069.-,-Decentralization Fund: Government contribution, 614, 734, 741, 745, 746, 826, 836,
865, 894; reserve, 2385.-Effect of
freight rates on country industries, 837,
838, 854, 972.-Development. of Latrobe
Valley, 838.-Ballarat district: Establishment of industries, 883, 982, 1014,
2222; reports in Ballarat Courier, 2223;
Villiers Australla Pty. Ltd.: Railway
freight charges, 2815.-Industry at Sale,
2764. (See also" Latrobe Valley.")
Dennett, Colonel A. H. (Caulfield).
Betting-Abolition of winning bets tax,
839, 840; stamp duty on betting ticl{ets,
839; removal of super tax, 840; turnover
tax, 840, 842; bookmakers at country
race-meetings,
841;
Government
revenue, 842; off-the-course betting,
842.
Budget, 839, 845.
Business of the House-Day of meeting,
1459.
Communism, 2901.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected
to, 1460.
Dental College and Hospital-Proposed
new building, 842, 844; conditions at
ex.isting institution, 843, 844; dental
vans, 843.
Dog Races Bill, 1542.
Education Department-Maintenance of
technical schools, 844.
Estimates, 2775.
Friendly Societies (Amendment> Bill,
1380, 1453.
Horse-racing-Abandonment of meetings,
2775; mid-week racing, 2775.
Immigration-Medical examination of
migrants, 1072.
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Dennett, CQIQnel A. H.--cQntinued.
Kindergartens-Premises at Caulfield,
2907.
Mental
Hygiene
AuthQrity-Revenue
frQm Tattersall's, 978; !building CQntracts, 978; cQnstructiQn Qf hospital
wards, 978.
Parliamentary CQntributQry Retirement
Fund Bill, 2073.
Parliamentary Salaries and AllQwancesMinisters Qf the CrQwn, 1178; members,
1178.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1695, 1698, 1754.
PQint Qf Order-Statement in debate,
1719.
PQlice Offences Act-Illegal use Qf mQtQr
vehicles, 846.
PQlice Offences (Obscene PublicatiQns)
Bill, 155.
PQlitical SituatiQn, 2901.
RedistributiQn Qf Assembly Seats, 2903.
Retirement Qf Members, 2928.
RQyal CQmmissiQn Qn AllegatiQns Qf
ImprQper CQnduct, 844, 845, 2904.
TQtalizatQr-Percentage of investments
to' racing clubs, 840.
Want Qf CQnfidence in Ministers, 2901,
2903.
Dental College and Hospital. (See" Department Qf Health.")
Department of Agrieulture_
Agricultural
CQlleges-EnrQlments
at
DQQkie and LQngerenQng, 599.-ExtensiQn Qf cQlleges, 996.-ImprQvements to'
'buildings, 996, 2813, 2814.-GQvernmell t
finan.ce, 2813.
Fina11ce--Financial prQvisiQn fQr 1954-55
year, 599, 2813.-Increased departmental revenue, 827.
FQQtrQt-CQmbative measures, (qn.) 670.
Fru'it~New citrus statiQn at Mildura, 599.
-Hail and frQst damage to' crQPs in
HQrsham district, 2030, 2031; financial
relief fQr grQwers, 2030, 2031.-Fruit
fQr sale: InspectiQn, 2813, 2814; price,
2813,2814.
Fruit Fly-EradicatiQn, 173, 607.
Grasshopper Plagtte-CQst of cQntrQI, 173,
607, 615.
HQrticulture-Experimental CQQI stQre at
, SCQresby, 599, 643.
Organic Manures-Experiments, 744.
Pasture DevelQpment-WQrk of Mr.

H. A. J. Pittman, (qn.) 669.

Departm~nt

Qf Agricult.ure-conUuued ..

SCientific WQrk-Facilities fQr research,

599.-CQuntry advisQry services, 599.Diseases and pests in primary. prQductiQn, 643, 75t:
Staff-LQss Qf Qfficers, ..~45.-Recruitment

and training of scientific staff, 946.
Sm'vices-Living allQwance
fQr schQlarship hQlders, 599 ...:..-ShQrtage
.Qf veterinary Qfficers, 996..

Veteri'nary

Walpeup Research Farm-Staff, 940.
Wimmera and MalZee CrQPs-DestructiQn

by pests, (qn.) 733; remedial measures,
(qnJ 733.
(See alsO' .. Dairying Industry," II OniQn
Marketing BQard," "Primary PrQductiQn" and" Wheat.")
Department of HealthCommission Qf Public Health-Meetings,

attendance Qf members,
allowances, (qn.) 1580.

fees,

and

College and Hospitalr-CQst Qf
operatiQn and training Qf students,
(qn.) 497.-Government financial assistance, 736.-PrQPQsed new building,
831, 842.-CQnditiQns at existing institutiQn, 843.
Finance-Payments to'. Queen's MemQrial
InfectiQus Diseases HQspital, Fairfield,
173.-Financial prQVISIOn fQr year
1954-55, 597, 895, 951, 980.-Expenditure
Qn salaries and administratiQn .. 952.
Foodstuffs-Practices Qf retailers: Inspec..
tiQn of shops, 518: :
Herbalist-Newspaper advertisements, 908.
InfectiQus
Diseases-New
blQck
at
Ballarat' Base HQspital, 510.-Reduced
incidence Qf disease, 511, 512.
Legislation-Effect
Qf prQVISIQnS
Qf
amending health Bill, 2399.
Dental

Maternal and Child Hygiene-Financial

prQvisiQn fQr 1954-55, 597, 867, 926, 973,
1023.-Subsidies fQr pre-schQQI centres,
infant welfare, creches," day nurseries
and kindergartens, 597, 598, 867.-HQme
help scheme, 598, 867.
PoliQmyel·itis-Incidence, and preventive
. measures, (qn.) 387. .
(See alsO' "Oancer Institute," "Health
(Amendment) Bill," .. Health (InfectiQus' Diseases)
Bill," .. HQspitals,"
" Menta'l Hygiene·' AuthQrity" and
" Tuberculosis.")
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Department of Labour and IndustryAdministration - Re-()rganization of department, 2788, 2789.
Foodstuffs-Petition to Parliament re
hours for purchase, 2657, 2788.-Suggested review of legislation, 2789.
Furniture

Manufacturing

Industry-

Chinese employers and employees, (qnJ
6]9.'
Industrial Appeals Court-Members, payment and allowances, number of cases
heard, (qn.) 2068.
Labour and Industry Act-Effect on
operations of milk carriers and farmers,
509.-Provisions 'affecting transport,
966.
Permits~For trad'ing outside specified
hours, 509; to farmers to cart produce,
(qnJ 979, 1582; for carriage of stores to
farmers, (qn.) 979, 1582; to carry livestock on Sundays, 998.
Petrol-Restrictions
on
hours
for
purchase, 1307.
Shopkeepers-Prosecutions,
637,
(qn.)
673, 851, 864, 2788.-Sales by small shopkeepers. 1307.-Newspaper report Te
payment for "protection," (qn.) 2539.
Trade Holidays-(qnJ 812, 1319, 2787.
Trading Hours--Of country chemists, 966.
DivisionsAppropriation Billr-On amendment of
motion for second reading, 2829.
Children's Welfare Bill-On amendment
to clause 13, 1941.
Committee oj Supply-On amendment to
motion fixing time for further sitting
of Committee, 613:
Fire

Brigades

(Amendm,ent)

Bill-On

clause 2, as amended, 2205.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill-On

amendment to clause 4, 1458; on thirdreading motion, 1458.
Health (Amendment) Bill-On motion for
closure of debate on amendment to
clause 20, 2100; on amendment to
clause 20, 2100; on clause 20, 2101.
Housing Bill-On amendments to clause
2, 2172, 2174.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill~On
motion fixing period of
adjournment of second-reading debate,
65; on second-reading motion, 278; on
clause 2, 282.

M elbou1'ne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board)
Bill-On
second-reading

motion, 207; on, amendment to clause
2, 327; on clause 2, 338; on clause 3, 346.

Divisions-continued.
Ministry-Mr. Bolte's motion of want-of-

confidence in Cain Government: On
Mr. Cain's motion for closure of
debate, 2414; on Mr. Bolte's motion,
2414.-0n Mr. Bolte's motion of wantof-confidence in Cain Government, 2924.
Penal
Department-On
motion
for
adjournment of House to discuss
administration of Victorian penal
system, 591.
Slum
Reclamation-On
motion
for
adjournment of House to discuss provision of funds for slum abolition, 139.
Transport-On motion for adjournment
of Ho~se to discuss stoppages of public
transport, 55.
Transport Regulation (Amendment) Bill

-On amendments to clause 2, 2584,
, 2585, 2589; on motion for third reading,
2595.
Valuation of Land Bill-On motion fixing
period of adjournment of secondreading debate, 696.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill-On motion for closure of

debate on amendment to clause 2, 1279;
on amendment to clause 2, 1280; on
clause 2, 1281; on clause 4, 1333.
Dodgshun, Mr. Keith (Rainbow).
Ohandler Highway and Bridge Bill, 169.
Children's Welfare Bill, 1605.
Grain E;:levators Board-Handling of
1954-55 wheat harvest, 1792.
Local Government (Elections and Polls>
Bill, 60.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 313.
Point of Order-Statement in debate,
1822.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 81.
Public Transport-Tram and bus stoppages, 47.
Retirement of members, 2929.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendmen t) Bill, 1255.
Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill, 1818.
Dog Races Bill-Introduction and first reading,' 1298; ,second reading, 1359, 1535;
Committee, 1546; remaining stages,
1552.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Don, Mr. John (Elsternwick).
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2112.
Landlord and Tenant Bill, 2689.
Law Department-Australian Legion of
Ex-servicemen and Women: Permits
for raffles, 2539.
Local Government (Amendment) Bill,
2445.
Melbourne and MetropOlitan Board of
Works--Flooding of Elster creek, 2914.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Darling-road tram service, 2914.
Parking of Vehicles (Amendment> Bill,
1617.
Petition re the Overflowing of the Elster
Creek and the Elwood Canal, 2542.
Political Situation, 2913.
PU'b~ic Transport~Glen
Eira-road bus
service, 2914.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2681.
Railway Department-St. Kilda-Brighton
Beach tramway: Condition of track,
2030, 2539.
State Electricity Commission-Entry of
employees upon Brighton property,
2656.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2913.
Doube, Mr. V. J. (Oakleigh).
Aged Persons-Extension of home-help
scheme, 867.
Budget, 863.
Child Welfare-Suggested Commonwealth
financial assistance, 869.
Children'S Welfare Bill, 1594, 1924.
Communism, 2910.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Finan'cial assistance, 2801.
Decentralization Fund-Allocation, 865.
Education Department-Financial provision, 867; school building programme,
867; provision of additional classrooms,
867.
Entertainments . Tax-Reduction,
866;
reimposi tion, 866.
Estimates, 2801.
Government Buildings Fire Insurance
Fund-Allocation, 865.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2107.
Health, Department of-Purchase of
Marlborough House, Portsea, 2907.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionResponsibility for care of infectious
diseases cases, 867.
Immigration-Absorption of migrants,
867.

Doube, Mr. V. J.-continued.
Kindergartens-Government subsidy, 867.
Labour and Industry, Department of-Persecution of shopkeepers, 864.
Land Tax-Effect on primary production,
866; estimated revenue, 866.
Maternal and Child' Hygiene-Financial
provision, 867.
Melbourne and Metropoli tan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 205, 206.
Municipalities-Home-help scheme, 867.
Municipalities Assistance Fund-Allocation, 865.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1676.
Penal Department-Administration of
penal system, 589; incidents at Pentridge gaol, 589.
Personal
Explanation-Statement
in
debate, 2702.
Points of Order-Statement in debate,
507; relevancy of remarks, 1698.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 108.
Political Situation, 2908.
Probate Duty-Estimated revenue, 865.
Railway Level Crossings-Abolition, 867,
868.
'Railway Renewals and Replacements
Fund-Special contribution, 865.
Tru,th Newspaper-Reports and photographs, 868.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1290.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2907.
Dried Fruits Act-Labelling. (See" Statutes
Amendment Bill.")
Duck Shooting. (See" Fisheries and Game
Department." )
Dunn, l\lr. J. H. McR. (Geelong).
BeHarine Water Supply Bill, 1132, 1140.
Benefit Associations Act-F'uneral benefits
scheme, 655.
Budget, 1000.
Building Materials-Shortage of cement,
430; shortage of galvanized iron and
piping, 430; production of cement at
Geelong, 1005; activities of timber
millers and brick manufacturers, 1005.
Children's Welfare Bill, 1603.
Cultural ActivitieS-Government grant,
1003.
Geelong and District Cultural Institute
Bill, 1448.

INDEX.

Dunn, Mr. J. H. MeR.-continued.
Geological Museum-Reopening, 298.
Government
Departments-Accounting
system, 1001; issue of stores, 1001; use
of motor-.cars, 1002; release of information to inquirers, 1002.
Housi~g Commission-Slum abolition in
Geelong electorate, 429, 1005.
Immigration Accommodation
for
migran ts, 431.
Mines Department-Underground water
resources, 1004.
Parking of Vehicles (Amendment) Bill,
1617.
Penal Department-Transfer of prisoners
to Geelong gaol, 657, 658; conditions at
Pentridge gaol, 657.
Railway Department - Duplication of
Geelong-Melbourne line, 386.
State Electricity Commission-Manufacture and sale of electrical appliances,
431; Kiewa project, 432; country needs,
1000.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Geelong water supply, 432.
Supply, 428, 655.
Town and Country Planning-Scheme
for Geelong, 432, 1003.

E.
Education Department-Accommodation Accommodation
of
pupils at Breamle.a, (qn.) 29.-Shortage,
555.-Provision of additional classrooms, 592, 867, 947, 2410, 2411, 2413,
2794.-Cost of school accommodation,
2386. - Accommodation
in
central
schools, 2410.-Pre-fabricated' units:
Advantages, transfer and use, 2412.
Administration--2409, 2792.
Closing of Schools-(qn.) 498, 746, 819,

831, 852, 944, (tIn.) 1072, 1305, 1306.
Districts-North-eastern
Victoria: Schools and facilities, 995; fencing, 2215.-Education requirements of
Latrobe Valley, 1013.-Education facilities on Mornington Peninsula, 1309.Shepparton district schools:
Overcrowding, accommodation, and facilities, 2412.
Dental Services-Extension, 598;. additional surgery vans for country use,
936, 948.

Country

Education Department-continued.
Finance-Loan funds for new high and
technical schools, 503.-Finance for
additional educaUonal facilities, 555.Financial provision for year 1954-55,
596, 606, 650, 867, 980, 1917.-Supplementary expenditure for year 1953-54,
614, 746.-Allocation and expenditure of
loan moneys, 663, 671.-Use of surplus
funds for sewerage works, 831.-Expenditure on school building programme, 2386.-Money available for
'buildings, 2793.
High Schools-Erection of high school at

McKinnon, 993.-Plan for standard
building, 2411.-Priority for new high
school at Frankston, 2792.
Libraries-Number of primary and secon-

dary schools
(qn.) 1072.

with

library

facilities,

New Schools-Construction of additional

primary,
secondary and
technical
schools, 552, 596, 2404, 2410, 2411.Provision in tenders for site and
drainage works, 934.-Perusal of plans
of new schools by head teachers, 2792.
Schools-Tr.ansfer of unused
Barwon Heads school to Breamlea,
(qnJ 29.-Work on new block at Shepparton State school, 401.--Sanitary services: Installation of septic tanks, 550,
988, 2411; services at Beechworth State
school, 2216;atOr,bost State' sc~ool,
2219; at Buchan State school, 2219.School building programme, 867, 2411,
2792.-Number ·of primary schools,
(qn.) 1072.-Departmental file' re Port
Welshpool State school, (qn.) 2069.~enovations to Pakenham consolidated
school, 2225.-Improvements to Deepdene State school, 2789, 2790, 2793.Replacement of Somerville State school,
2791, 2794.

Primary

Pupils-Transfers from State schools to
church or private schools, (qn.) 119.Annual increase in enrolments, 592,
2410, 2411.-0vercrowding in primary,
secondary and technical schools, 871.Provision for migrants, 900.-Number
of pupils attending primary and secondary schools, (qn.) 1072.
Schools-Transport facilities
for pupils, 892.-Number of children
accommodated,
892. - Number
of
teachers, 892.-Cost, 892.

Registered
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Education Department-continued.
of
electricity to teachers' homes, 397.Accommodation for teachers at Swan
Hill, 945; amenities, 945.-Teachers'
residences: Provision of hot water
systems, (qn.) 359, 2215.-Additional
residences, 2404.

Residences

and

Amenities-Supply

Scholarships and BurSa7'ies-Number, 525.

-Increased allowances, 596.
School Leaving Age-819, 2411.
Secondary Schools-Number, (qn.) 1072.
Teachers-Addi tional staff req uiremen ts,

592.-Financial provision for salaries,
596.-Shortage, 858, 988, 995.-Recruitment, 858.-Unstaffed schools, (qn.)
920.-Number of teachers in State
schools, (qn.) 1072.-Staff position in
primary,
secondary and
technical
schools divisions, (qn,) 1661.
Teachers, Student-Increased allowances,
596.-Number in training, (qn,) 920,
(q-n,) 1661.-Appointment to schools,
(qn.) 920.
Teachers Tribunal-Appointment of chairman, 528, 537.
Technical Schools-Budgetary provision,
596.-Maintenance, 614, 741, 844.Tenders for technical school at Geelong
West, 934.-Technical block at Hamilton, 947.-Land for technical s'chool at
Moorabbin, 993.-Proposed technical
college at Wangaratta, 2217.-Playing
area for Brighton technical school, 2791,
2794.-Priority
for
proposed
new
Frankston technical school, 2792.
"The Educat·ional Magazine "-Report re
holiday trip by students, 1023.
Transport of Scholars-Travelling costs
under amended regulations, (qn.) 119,
524.-Hire of buses, and contracts,
(qn,) 498.-Transport of pupils to
denominational schools,. 508, 892.Travelling allowances for students, 550,
614.-Financial prOVlSlOn, 596, 746,
1917:-Conveyance of children to primary and secondary schools, (qn,) 920.
-Number of scholars transported, and
annual cost, (qn,) 1253.-Conveyance of
pupils to rented school accommodation,
2411.
Egg and Egg Pulp IUarh:eting Boa.rdCollection, preparation,and disposal of
eggs, (qn,) 498.-Inquiry into administration, 1010.
EggH. (See" Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing
Board" and "Primary Production.")

Eildon Weir.
(See" State Rivers
Water Supply Commission.")

and

ElectoralAssembly-Redistribution of
seats, 557, (qn.) 1358, 2404.--Representation of country interests, 931.-Rolls:
Publication of subdivisional lists, (qn.)
1358.-Dissolution,
2924;
election
arrangements. 2925.
Legi8lative Council-Enrolments in provinces, (qn.) 222.-Adult franchise,
2857.
Electricity. (See" State Electricity Commission.")
Elster Creek. (See" Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of \Vorks" and Public
Works Loan Application Bill.")
Legislative

II

Entertainments Tax.
(See
ments Tax (Amendment)
" Taxation.")

II

EntertainBill" and

Entertainments Tax (Amendment) Bi~l
Resolu tion fixing rates of tax, 1036;
introdu.ction and first re~ding, 1037;
second reading, 1037, 1097; remaining
stages, 1098.
Estate Agents. (See" Real Estate.")
Estimates-Estimate of Expenditure for
July, August and September, 1954,
brought down, 139.-Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure for the year
1954-55, brought down, 570.-Discussed:
Premier's Departm~nt, 2763; Chief
Secretary's Department, 2769; Department of Labour and Industry, 2787;
Education Department, 2789; AttorneyGeneral's, Department, 2795; Treasurer's Department, 2797; Land's Department, 2808; Public Works Department, 2808; Mines Department, 2812;
Forests Department, 2812;
Water
Supply Department, 2812; Department
of Agriculture, 2812; Department of
Health, 2815; Railway Department,
. 2815; State Coal Mines, 2817; Ministry
of Transport, 2817.-Supplementary
Estimates for 195j-54, 571, 613, 734.System of Treasury accounting, 747;
submission of e)\,planatory statement
with Estimates, 74'1.
Explosives-Shot firilrg in suburban quarries, 941.-Exploswn in Tarago river
diversion tunnel, ,964.-Truganina explosives reserve. Report of Public
Works Committt:.e, 2224.
(See also
"Mines Departmbnt.")

INDEX.

F.
Factories and Shops (Long Service Leave)
Act-Exemption of employers, 722.Review of legislation, 723.-Court
judgment re private schemes, 2788,
2789.
Fair Rents Board-Administration, 666.
Farm Water Supplies and" Drainage
Advances Act-Operation, 1020.
Fawkner Park Emergency Settlement. (See
.. Housing Commission.")
Federal Aid Roads and Worlts Act. (See
.. Country Roads Board.")
Fewster, Mr. G. M. (Essendon).
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Extension) Bill,
2017.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees) Bill, 2200.
Education Department-Additional secondary schools, 552.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Sewerage facilities in northern
suburbs, 553.
Point of Order-8tatement in debate,
1507.
Police Offences (Female Offenders) Bill,
1511.
Railway Department-Needs of Essendon
electorate, 553.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2460.
Return to Parliamentary Duties after
Accident, 1181.
Supply, 552.

Rulings and
Chairman-

Statements

as

Acting

Debate--Relevancy of remarks, 156;
amendment involving appropriation
out of order, 171.

-

Finance (Racing) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 1034; second reading, 1034,
1080; appropriation resolution, 1085;
resolution fixing stamp duties, 1085;
Committee, 1086; remaining stages,
1088.
Fire Brigades (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1662; second
reading, 1793, 2201; Committee, 2204;
remaining stages, 2205.
Fire Insurance. (See" Government Buildings Fire Insurance Fund.")
First Mildura Irrigation Trust.
(See
"State Rivers and Water Supply Commission.")

Fisheries and Game Department--Snob's
creek hatchery; Annual cost, (qn,) 29.
-Opening dates of season for quail and
duck shooting, 637.-0vertime expenditure, 835.
Fishing Industry-Netting of snapper in
Port Phillip Bay, 650, 725; views of
professional fishermen, 650. (See also
"Price Control.")
Fodder Conservation.
(See " Primary
Production." )
(See "Primary ProFood Production.
duction.")
Football
Matches-Accommodation
and
amenities at grounds, 891. (See also

"Taxation-entertainments Tax.")
Footwear. (See" Price Control.").
Forests (Amendment) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 1404; appropriation
resolution, 1546; second reading, 1879,'
2006; remaining stages, 2012.
"Forests Commission-Financial prOVIsIOn
for year 1954-55, 599.-Maintenance of
timber supplies, 599.-Nursery at Wail:
Services of Mr. Gray, 659, 940.-Conditions at Creswick School of Forestry,
719, 852.-Royalties and fees, 827, 852,
2382.-Salaries
and
allowances of
Commissioners, (qn.) 1581.-Payments
to municipaliUes for building and
maintenance of roads, 832, 2382.Planting of exotic coniferous trees,
852.-Removal of fallen timber from
forests, 941.-Timber for housing, 1005.
-Suggested establishment of State
timber mills, 1005.-Cartage of timber
from forests, 2382. (See also ;; Forests
(Amendment) Bill," .. State Forests
Loan Application Bill," and "Timber
Industry.") "
Free Library Service Board-Financial
provision, 2225.
Friendly Societies.
(See" Benefit Associations Act," .. Friendly Societies
(Amendment) Bill," and .. Hospital
Benefit Societies.")
Friendly Societies (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first reading, 734;
second reading, 1075, 1366; Committee,
1397, 1453; third reading, 1459.
Fruit. (See UDepartment of Agriculture"
and .. Price Control.")
Fruit Fly. (See UDepartment of Agriculture.")
Funeral Benefits.
(See UBenefit Associations Act.")
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G.
Galvin, Mr. L. W. (Bendigo).
Adoption of Children (Amendment) Bill,
2445, 2468, 2602, 2603, 2604, 2828.
Aged Persons-Provision of amenities,
2404.
Benefit Associations Act-Winding up of
funeral benefit associations, 299.
Charity Race-Meetings-Distribution of
profits, 498.
Chief Secretary's Department-Under
Secretary: Payment in lieu of long
service leave, 2776.
Children's Welfare Act-Proposed amendments, 499; amending legislation, 1254.
Children's Welfare Bill, 733, 753, 763, 1582,
1612, 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1923, 1925,
1927, 1928, 1930, 1941, 1943, 1944, 1945,
1946, 1947, 1948, 1949, 1950, 1951, 1952,
1953, 1954, 1955, 1957, 1958, 2229, 2230,
2231.
,Closure Motion, 2100.
Communism, 2869.
Country Fire Authority-Financial provision, 1791; administrative costs, 1791.

'Crimes Bill, 423.
Dafydd Lewis Scholarship - Case of
university student, 2783.
Debate-Withdrawal of statements objected to, 76, 516, 1209, 1513.
Decentralization, 2405.
Dog Races Bill, 1298, 1359, 1547, 1549,
1550, 1551.
Education Department-Provision of additional classrooms, 2404; accommodati-on for teachers, 2404.
Electoral-Legislative Assembly seats,
1358, 2404; rolls, 1358; publication of
subdivisional lists, 1358.
Estimates, 2776, 2779, 2780, 2782, 2783,
2787, 2788.
Explosives Branch-Truganina explosives
reserve, 2780.
Factories and Shops (Long Service
Leave) Act-Employers' exemptions,
2789.
Fire Brigades (Amendment) Bill, 1(;62,
1793, 2204.
Fisheries and Game Department--Annual
cost of Snob's creek hatchery, 29; netting of fish in Port Phillip Bay, 2782.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill,
734, 1075, 1397, 1398, 1399, 1454, 1458,
1459.

Galvin, Mr. L. W.-continued.
Gas Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1098,
1501.
Hansard--Retirement of Chief Reporter,
28.
Horse Ra·cing-Mid-week racing, 2776;
abandonment of meetings, 2776.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionHospital building programme, 2403.
Housing Commission-Sale of homes to
tenants, 2405.
Immigration, 2779.
Judges (Powers) Bill, 1102, 1185, 1442.
Labour and Industry, Department ofActivities of inspectors, 2788; trading
hours of shops, 2788.
Legislative
Assembly.
(See
.. Electoral.")
Legislative Council Provinces-Electors
enrolled, 222.
Licensing (Amendment) Act-Delay in
proclamation, 435.
Licensing Court-Proposed appointments,
435; club licences, 1357; wine and spirit
licences, 1357.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 281.
Motor Car Act-Breaches of traffic regulations, 1297; parking of vehicles ·in
metropolitan area, 1661; major intersections, 1661; control of traffic, 1661;
speed limit of motor vehicles, 1758.
Motor Car Registrations-Administrative
work of Police Force, 733; registration
of motor vehicles, 810; records and
registration labels, 1358.
Municipalities--Financial 'assistance for
road maintenance, 2401.
National Gallery-Position of director
2656.
'
Newspapers from other States-Sunday
sales in Victoria, 811.
Parliament House-Condition of paving
. in yard, 2400; report of the Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board, 2400.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances,
, 2400.
'
Penal Department-Building improvements at Pentridge gaol, 496; administration of penal system, 581, 584, 591;
incidents at Pentridge gaol, 581, 584,
591; warders at Pentridge gaol, 977;
-custody of youths and girls on remand,
1111; construction work at La'ngi Kal
Kal and French Island training centres,

INDEX.

Galvin, Mr. L. W.-continued.
1493; Pentridge gaol: .. D" division,
1493; report of Inspector-General of
Penal Establishments, 2405; transfer of
female
prisoners,
2405;
Winlaton
institution, 2405.
Personal
Explanation-Statement
in
debate, 1296.
Petrov Federal Royal Commission-Appointment of Victorian Judge, 282.
Points of Order-Discussion of amendment not before Committee, 328; statement in debate, 1377.
Police Department-Increase of personnel, 32; administrative work of Police
Force, 733; strength of Force, 811; increase in services, 811; ratio of police
to population in Geelong area, 1110;
administration, 2787.
Police Offences (Female Offenders) Bill,
1102, 1186, 1189, 1512, 1513, 1515, 1517.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Act-Prosecutions, 861.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 10, 21, 27, 142, 146, 150, 160, 163,
164, 165, 502, 51B.
Police Offences (Sports Grounds) Bill,
2414, 2447.
Political Situation, 2869.
Prices Branch-Prices of ham and bacon,
2031; continuance of price control, 2403,
2406.
Public Transport-Tram and bus stoppages, 42.
Racecourses Licences Board-Allocation
of racing dates, 2778; delicensing of
country racing clubs, 277B.
Railway
Department-Level
'crossing
accidents near Dandenong, 385.-St.
Kilda-Brighton Beach tramway: Condition of track, 2031.
Road Accidents-Observance, of speed
limits, 1297.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Expenditure, 2406.
Speaker, The-Temporary relief, 85'.
Supply, 435.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 1116..
Traffic Regulations-Operation of signal
lights, 1048; right-hand turns, 1109,
1403; breaches, 1297; control of traffic,
1661; speed limit of motor vehicles,
1758.
Trotting Control Board-Bendigo trotting
course, 2777; attendance of members
at trotting meetings, 2777.

Galvin, Mr. L. W.-continued.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1207, 1272.
W'ant of Confidence in Ministers, 2399.
2869.
"Walker Papers ",-Publication in newspaper, 733.
Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill, 2029.
Gas.

(See" Gas and Fuel Corporation of
Victoria," "Gas and Fuel Corporation
(Kyneton Undertaking) Bill," "Gas and
Fuel Corporation (Mornington Undertaking) Bill" and .. Gas Regulation.
(Amendment) Bill.")

Gas and Fuel Corporation (Kyneton Undertaking) Bill-Introduction arid first
reading, 1404; second reading, 1496.
1796; remaining st'ages, 1797.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (lUornington
Undertaking) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 2414; second reading,
2449; remaining stages, 2450.
Gas and Fuel Corporation of Victoria-Gas.
supplies, 972.-Morwell project: Operation, (qn.) 977; supply of briquettes by
State Electricity Commission, (qn.) 977.
-Price and quality of gas, 1023.Plant for production of metallurgical
coke, (qn.) 1074.-0wnership and use
of land at South Melbourne and Port
Melbourne, (qn.) 1493.
Gas Regulation (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 679; second
reading, 1098, 1500; Committee, 1501;
remaining stages, 1502.
Geelong and District Cultural Institute Bill
-Introduction and first reading, 620;
second reading, 1118, 1447; remaining
stages, 1449.
Geelong Association of Music and
(See "Cultural Development.")
Geological Museum.
ment.")

Art.

(See" Mines Depart-

GI!ubnan, Mr. 1\1. J. (Warrnambool).
Point of Order-Statement in debate"
1818.
Portland Harbor
Bill, 1450.

Trust

(Amendment!

Vermin and Noxious Weeds
ment) Bill, 1213.

(Amend-

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Goods (Amendment) Bill-Received from
Council and first reading, .1111; second
reading, 1189, 1443; Committee, 1445;
remaining stages, 1447.
IGovernment Buildings-Extension of telephone system, 615.
Government Buildings Fire Insurance Fund
-Special contrlhution, 614.-Establishment, (qn.) 672.-Payments from Consolidated Revenue, (qnJ 672, 734, 741,
826, 865, 894.
Government
Departments-Departmental
motor-cars: Use by public servants,
(qn.) 619; purchase, 738; number and
use, 1002; cost of running, 1317; distinctive number plates, 1317.-Cost of
travelling and overtime payments, 738,
'739.-Inter-departmental
committees,
100l.-Accounting systems, lOO1.-Issue
and use of stores, l001.-Appointment
of efficiency and economy committees,
1002.-Release of departmental information to inquirers, l002.-Renting of
office· premises, 1024.-Purchases of
equipment: Overseas representatives,
2765,
2768.-Co-operation
between
Education Department and Public
Works Department, 2789, 2791, 2793.
,~, Government Gazette "-Copies for members of Parliament, 524.
Government Pl'inting Office-Work for
Commonwealth Government, 614.Financial provision for purchase of
paper and material, 742.
.Governor, His Excellency, General Sir
Reginald Alexander Dallas Brooks,
fLC.B., K.C.M.G., K.C.V.O., D.S.O.,
K.St.J.-Presentation of Address-inReply to the Speech of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II. on opening of Parliament, 9, 10.
Grain Elevators Board-Wheat storage
facilities at Portland, 530.-Handling of
1954-55 wheat harvest, (qn.) 1792.
Grants-Budget statement, 597.
Grasshopper Plague. (See" Department of
Agriculture." )

Gray, Mr. R. J.-continued.
Board for the Protection of the Aborigines
-Treatment of aborigines, 974.
Budget, 972, 976, 980, 983.
Children's Holiday Camps-Government
grant, 983.
Children's Welfare Act-Amending legislation, 973.
Decentralization-Establishment of industries 'at Ballarat, 982.
Education Department-Financial provision, 980; increased accommodation,
980.
Friendly Societies (Amendment> Bill,
1378.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Production of
metallurgical coke, 974.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2096.
Health, Department of-Increased finan-Cial provision, 980.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionFinancial provision, 973; Box Hill Hospital, 973.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 250, 255.
Maternal and Child Welfare-Financial
provision, .973.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Extensions of Mont Albert line,
980.
Municipalities-Maintenance of Queen's
Memorial Infectious Diseases Hospital,
980; grant for library purposes, 983.
Railway Department - Administration,
974; carriage of primary' produce, 975;
proposed underground railway, 975;
duplication and regrading of Ringwood
line, 975; demurrage charges, 976;
acquisition of new rolling-stock, 980;
condition of carriages on Box Hill line,
980.
State Electricity Commission-Reduced
tariffs, 980; rural extensions, 981; installation of electrical appliances, 981.
University of Melbourne-Government
grant, 974.
Young
Farmers'
Clubs-----Government
grant, 983.
Grievance Day-499, 1298, 1662.

Gray, Mr. R. J. (Box Hill).
Agriculture,
Department
of-Pasture
development, 669; work of Mr. H. A. J.
Pittman, 669.
Australian College
of
OptometryGovernment grant, 983.

Guye, Mr. E. F. (Polwarth).
Colac Drainage Trust - Gover·nment
.grant, 1580.
Local Government (Amendment> Bill,
1413.

INDBX.

" Hansard "-Retirement of Chief Reporter,
27,28.

Hayes, ~~r. Thomas (Melbourne>.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Extension) Bill, 621,
1533.
Cement-Production and allocation, 118l.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected to, 2094.
Housing-Camp Pell: Accommodation
2537; occupants, 2537; availability of
Commission homes, 2537.-Fawkner
Park emergency settlement: Number
of residents, 2537; demolition of housing units, 2538.
Housing Bill, 1663, 1732, 2161, 2172, 2174,
2180, 2186, 2187, 2189.
Housing Commission-Sale of homes to
tenants, 32, 74; eviction of tenants 32
1071; protective legislation, 32; Rich~
mond rac€course estate, 74; acquisition
of land, 118, 619; claims outstanding,
118; homes for elderly persons, 387;
rental charges, 387, 1180; lot owners
appeal committee, 498; number of
appeals, 498; land transactions in metropolitan area, 619; contracts for the
erection of dwellings, 809; Heidelberg·
estate:
Shop and picture theatre
frontages, 860, 1071; applications for
houses, 861; construction of dwellings,
861; Shire of Berwick project: Reticulated water supply, 1071; flooding of
properties, 1792; shops with dwellings,
1989; returned servicemen tenants,
1989; sale of shops, 1989.
Landlord and Tenant Bill, 2194, 2268,
2689, 2690, 2691.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 56, 58.
Personal
Explanation--Statement
debate, 2158.

in

Slum Reclamation-Financial provision,
30, 127; estimated expenditure, 30.
(Amendment)
Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 979; second reading,
1111, 1552, 2019; Committee, 2019, 2082;
third reading, 2112.

Health

Health Department.
Health.")

(See" Department of

Health (Infectious Diseases) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 300; second
reading, 390, 411; Committee, 414; third
reading, 416.

Herd Testing.

(See

II

Dairying Industry.")

Hide and Leather Industries (Suspension)

Bill-Received from Council and first
reading, 1918; second reading, 1999.
2829; remaining stages, 2833.
Hollway, Mr. T. T. (Glen Iris).

Betting-Off-the-course
betting,
871;
licensing of starting price bookmakers.
872.
Budget, 869, 874.
Children's Welfare Bill, 762.
Communism, 2877.
Education Department-Overcrowding in
State schools, 871.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardCollection, preparation, and disposal of
eggs, 498.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill.
1397.
Housing Commission-Norlane housing
settle men t, 717.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 267.
National Theatre Movement - Government grant, 425; control, 872.
Penal Department-Administration of
penal system, 574; incidents at Pentridge Gaol, 574.
Police Offences Act-Illegal use of motor
vehicles, 717.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 111, 148.
Political Situation, 2875.
and
Public
Transport-Tram
bus
stoppages, 51.
Railway Department-Abolition of level
.crossings, 870.
Retirement of members, 2925.
Supply, 425, 716.
Royal Commission on Allegations of Improper Conduct-Suggested appointment of a Committee of Privileges,
873, 875.
Royal Commissions - Availability of
Supreme Court Judges, 426.
Totalizators-Use of portable machines at
country meetings, 87l.
Uniform Taxation, 870.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1267, 1274, 1275.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2875.
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Holt, l\'lr. R. \V. (Portland).
Communism, 2915.
Political Situation, 2915.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2915.
Horse Racing-Profits from charity race
and trotting meetings', (qn.) 498.Budget statement on racing taxation,
593.-Payments by metropolitan clubs
to country clubs, 594.-Racing clubs'
share of totalizator investments, 594.Victoria Amateur Turf Club: Provision of amenities, 840, 990; increased
stakes, 990.-Abandonment of race
meetings, 2775, 2776.-Mid-week racing,
2776.-Allotment of dates for racing,
2778.
(See also " Caulfield Racecourse.")
Hospital Benefit Societies-Benefits
hospital charges, (qn.) 2538.

and

Hospitals-Ambulance-Proposed service in country

districts, 404.
Accommodation-Vacant beds in
metropolitan and country hospitals,
(qn.) 861; provision of additional beds,
862.
Bu,sh,
Nursing
Hospitals-Government
financial assistance, 896.
Cmmtry Centres-Construction of hospital at Healesville, (qn.) 74.-Regional
hospitals for rural areas, 404, 2385.Proposed hospital at Chiltern, 853.-Latrobe Valley hospitalization, 2398.
Finance-Revenue from Tattersall consultations, 821.-Allocation of proceeds
from chari ty race meetings, (qn.)
1073.
Hospitals and Charities Fund-Financial
provision for year 1954-55, 598.
Hospitals and Homes-Alexandra, 1314;
Bairnsdale, 556, 13.15, 2387; Ballarat
Base Hospital, 510; Bendigo, 1315,
2404; Box Hill, 973; Camperdown, 2404;
Casterton, 946, 947, 2404; Corryong,
853, 2215; Edenhope Nurses' Home, 946;
Footscray, 2387; Gippsland Hospital,
Sale, (qn.) 221; Healesville, (qn.) 74,
1314; Kyneton, 524; Northcote, 2387;
Prince Henry's Hospital, 966; Queen's
Memorial Infectious Diseases Hospital,
594; Royal Melbourne Hospital, 556,
966; Southern Memorial Hospital, 900;
St. Vincent's Hospital, 966; Traralgon,
1314, (qn.) 1494, 2387, 2398; Wodonga,
1314, 2387; Yallourn, 2398.
Bed

Hospi tals-continued.
Infectious Diseases Hospitals-(See " Hos-

pitals and Charities Commission," "In·
fectious Diseases Hospitals Bill," and
" Municipalities.")
Nurses-Finance for development of
schools of nursing, 598.-Recruitment,
821.-Shortage,
953,
988.-Training,
953.
PubUc Apl)eals-Subscriptions, 933.
RelJat1'iat-ion Pat'ients-Closing of ward at
Ballarat Base Hospital, 511: su.ggested
use of "Norwood," 511.-Treatment of
patients in country hospitals:
Commonwealth Government's policy, 511,
512.
Staff-RecrUitment of
hospital staff,
821.-Staffing problems, 953.
(See also "Cancer Institute," "Department of Health," "Hospital Benefit
Societies," "Hospitals and Charities
Commission" and "Tuberculosis.")
Hospitals and Charities CommissionAdministration-Activities of opportunity
clubs for boys and girls, ·and Victorian
Association of Youth Clubs, 598.-Administrative policy, 900, 1316.
Bed Accommodat·ion-Provision of more
hospital beds, 953.
Blood Transfusion-Control of service,
598.
.Commi.ssioners-Removal of former members from office, 556, 851, 895, 2387;
appointment of new member's, 2403.
Finance-Bank overdrafts of subsidized
hospitals, (qn.) 814, 831.-Budgetary
provision, 973. (See also" HospitalsFinance.")

HospitaZization-Commission's policy and
plans, 555, 895, 1316, 2387, 2403; needs
of rural districts, 556; country hospital
system, 895.
Infectious Diseases-Responsibility for
hospitals and wards, 594, 866, 994.
M etropolitan
Hospitals-Expenditure,
and percentage cost increases, (qn.)
2538.
Hospital Sunday-Church collections, 1401,
1402.
Hotels. (See." Licensing Act.")
Hotltam Heights Land Act-Finance for
development of alpine sports, 852.
House Committee-Assembly members appointed, 55.
" Housey-housey."
(See" Law Department" and ej Police Offences (Unlawful
Games) Bill.")
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Housing Commission-continued.

HousingBuilding

Materials-Supply

and

price,

1005.
Commonwealth-State

Housing

Agree-

Fawkner Park Emergency Settlement-

ment-Continuation, 396.
Condemned

Houses-Sales,

918.-Legis-

lation to prohibit sales, 918.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Finance,
405, (qn.) 733, 1304, 2381, 2799, 2800,
2801, 2802, 2806.-Number of societies,
60l.-Applications
for
membership,
(qn.) 733.-Statistics, 829.-Government finance and guaranteed loans,
919, 938, 1302, 1323, (qn.) 1404.-Number of homes built, 2801.-Position of
low wage earners, '2802, 2803.-Rate of
interest on loans, 2802.
Country DiStricts-Housing accommodation in country towns, 829.-Homes for
farm workers, 1302.
Dandenong Housing Project-Expenditure on proposed scheme, 820, 829, 898,
901, 914, 992; use of loan funds, 1301.Water supply, 1008.-Suggested threeroomed units for pensioners, 1016.
Emergency Accommodation-Abolition of
settlements, 542, 2805, 2807, 2808.Provision of alternative ac'commodation,
542.-Camp Pell: Conditions, 2379,
2381, 2801, 2804; number' of units
occupied, occupants, families eligible
for Commission homes, (qn.) 2531.Demo.lition of vacated huts, 2804.
Finance-Advances to home builders,
897.-Government financial assistance,
1305.
Immigrants-Housing requirements, 431,
555.
(See
also
" Building
Regulations,"
Housing Bil1" and "Housing Commission.")
Housing Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1663; second reading, 1732, 2114;
Committee, 2134, 2160; third reading,
2194.
Housing CommissionBuilding Materials-Effect of shortage on
erection of Commission homes, 542.
Commission - Functions, .914; reconstitution, 2399.
Contracts-For erection of houses, (qn.>
809, 880.
C<YUntry Districts-Tenders for erection
of dwellings, 947.
Evictions-Protection of tenants, (qn.)
32; number of evictions, (qnJ 1071.
It

District-Acquisition of land,
erection of homes, sewerage facilities,
1326.

Fawkner

Applications by occupants for Commission homes, 918.
Finance-Provision for year 1954-55, 601.
Flats-Erection of units in inner areas,
601, 1300.
Geelong-Slum reclamation in city area,
429, 1005.~Housing of elderly people,
1005.
Heidelberg Estate-Shopping facilities,
860, 961.-Shop and picture theatre
frontages, (qn.) 1071.
Homes-Purchase by tenants, (qn.) 32,
396, 532, 540, 541, 558, 601, 1304, 2405,
2799, 2804.-Cost of erection, (qnJ 74,
2803.-Dwel1ings for elderly persons,
and rental, 387.-Number of houses and
fiats built, 558.-Terms of Commonwealth-State agreement, 60l.-Applications for metropolitan and -country
houses, (qn.> 86l.-Flooding of properties, 1791.-Homes for eligible families,
2805, 2807.
Korumburra Estate-Condition of houses,
drainage, 'and fencing, 1223.
Land-Areas acquired, and costs, (qn.)
118, (qn'> 619.-Acquisition of Preston
and Broadmeadows estates, (qn.) 619.
-Sale of metropolitan blocks, (qn.)
619, 1327.
Life Insurance-Scheme for home purchasers, 540, 601.
Lot Owners Appeal Committee-Fees for
members,
(qn.)
498.-Number of
appeals, (qn'> 498.
Norlane Estate-Completion of buildings, 717.
Olympic
Games
1956-Commonwealth
funds for establishing village accommodation, (qn.> 299.
Rents-Weekly rates, 396, (qn.) 1180,
1318, 2803; suggested rev.few, 1317.
Richmond Racecour8e Estate-Sale of
homes to tenants, and ·cost, (qnJ 74.
Roads-Provision on Commission estates,
1318.
Shire of Berwick-Reti'Culated water
supply to projected housing scheme,
(qn.) 1071.
Shops with Dwellings-Number erected,
returned servicemen tenants, 'and sale to
occupants, (qn.) 1989.
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Housing Commission-continued.

Slum

Reclamation-Expenditure, (qnJ
30, 402, 1306; provIsIOn of funds
(debate on motion for adjournment of
House), 119.-Slum reclamation in
Geelong, 429.-Transfer of pensioners
to country districts, 552.-Municipal
schemes, 898.-Money for compensation
claims, 1306.-Re-organization of Com. m~ssion to accelerate slum reclamation,
1307.
Tenants-Persons eligible for Housing
Commission homes, 542.
(See also "Housing Bill.")
Hwne Weir. (See" State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission.")
Hyland, Sir Herbert (Gippsland South).
Agricultural Showgrounds ---.: Financial
provision, 1580.
Bread Industry-Amending legislation,
2211, 2396; use of "gly" milk, 2211,
2396.
Bridges-Construction
of
additional
bridges over Yarra river, 1310, 1311;
widening of Prince's bridge, 1310.
Budget, 964.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Extension) Bill,
2016.
B:usiness of the House-End of sessional
period, 2207.
Chandler Highway and Bridge Bill, 168,
170, 171.
Chief Secret'ary's Department-UnderSecretary: Payment in lieu of long
service leave, 2774.
Children's Welfare Bill, 1920, 1924, 1938,
1950, 1951.
Coal-Callide supplies, 9T2, 2208; Victoria's
requirements, 2208; stocks on hand,
2209.
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association-Visit to South Africa, 568, 862.
Cool Stores-Storage of dairy products
and meat, 1660.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees) Bill, 2199.
Country Party-Election of Leader, 2924.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill, 2301,
2303.
COuntry Roads and Level Crossings Funds
Bill, 1091.
Country Roads Board-Reimbursement
from petrol tax, 504; revenue from
motor-car owners' certifi'cates, 505.

Hyland, Sir Herbert-continu,ed.
Country Sewerage Authorities-Allocation of funds, 1110; formula for grants,
1110.
Crimes Bill, 423.
Dairying Industry-Price of powdered
milk, 2210.
Debate-Withdrawal of statements objected to, 1309, 2393.
Decentralization-Freight subsidies for
country industries, 972, 2069.
Dog Races Bill, 1549.
Education Department-Loan allocation,
503; transport of scholars, 508; Port
Welsh pool school, 2069.
Electoral-Legislative . Assembly seats,
1358.
Estimates, 2763, 2774, 2778, 2798, 2808.
Fire Brigades (Amendment) Bill, 2204.
Flood ·and Storm Damage-Financial
assistance to municipalities, 1726.
Gas and Fuel Corporation----Gas supplies,
972; Morwell project, 977; .pipe line and
briquettes, 977; production of metallurgical
coke,
1074;
experimental
plan t, 1074.
Grievances, 1309.
Health (Amendment> Bill, 2027, 2082,
2085, 2102.
Hospitals-Building of metropolitan hospitals. 966.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Gippsland
Hospital,
Sale,
221;
Traralgon Hospital, 1494, 2398; Yallourn
District Hospital, 2398.
Housing Bill, 2162, 2172, 2175,.2176.
Housing
Commission - Reconstitution,
2399.
Infant Welfare and Pre-school CentresCost of erection, 497; Government subsidies, 497.
Judges Salaries Bill, 2550, 2551.
Kindergartens-Equipment, 1110; Government subsidies, 1110.
Labour and Industry Act-Effect of
operation on carriers, 508, 966; trading
hours of chemists, 966.
Latrobe ValIey--Development, 1311, 2210;
subway at Morwell, 1312; supply of
brown coal, 2210; hospitalization programme, 2398; need for additional
industries, 2763.
Latrobe Valley Water and Sewerage
Board-Employees, 1357; administrative
costs, 1357; ·outfall sewer, 1357; annual
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Hyland, Sir Herbert-continued.
expenditure, 1875; discharge of effluent
to sea, 1875; charges for use of pipe
line, 2209; completiDn of pipe line, 2210.
Loan Funds-AllocatiDns to Departments,
503; expenditure, 503.
Local Government (Amendment) Bill,
1413, 2443, 2478.
L9cal Government (ElectiDns and Polls)
Bill, 61.
MelbDurne and Metropolitan T.ramways
BDard-EmpIDyees' representative, 967;
Punt-rDad bus service, 1313, 2207, 2398.
Melbourne and MetrDpDlitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 190, 308, 323, 328, 340,
346.
Mental Hygiene AuthDrity-Mentallyretarded children's centres, 1250; subsidies, 1250.
Municipalities - GDvernment subsidies,
387, 497, 507; revaluatiDn of properties,
506; works prDgramme, 964.
Municipalities Assistance
Fund-SUbsidies for work in Gippsland shires,
1251, 1312; revenue and expenditure,
1580; annual allDcation, 1875.
Napier-street Bridge Bill, 1749, 1750,
1914.
Oil-Boring operatiDns at Woo.dside, 2209.
Olympic Games 1956-Estimated CDst to
State, 298.
Parliament-Service of hDno.rable member
fo.r WilliamstDwn, 568; retirement Df
members, 2926.
Parliament Ho.Use-CDnditio.n of paving
in yard, 504, 2394; maintenance, 2394;
insurance ·cover, 2394; repo.rt of MetroPo.li tan Fire Brigades BDard, 2394.
Parliamentary Salaries and AllDwances
Bill, 1679, 1686.
Penal Department-Building imprDvements at Pentridge gaol, 496, 970; homes
fo.r warders, 970; rebuilding Df French
Island reformatory, 971.
Personal Explanation - Statement in
debate, 2176.
Petitian re OverfiDwing Df the Elster
Creek and the EI Wo.od Canal, 2541.
PetrDI Tax, 504.
Po.ints Df Order-Relevancy o.f remarks,
206; statements in debate, 890, 2090,
2166, 2400.
PDlice Department-Allo.wances to. dependants of members killed o.r injured
on duty, 2778.
Price Control, 2211, 2394; price o.f petrol,
2395.

Hyland, Sir Herbert-co.ntinued.
Public Transport-Tram and bus stoppages, 40.
Public Works Lo.an ApplicatiDn Bill, 2661.
Raceco.urses Licences Board-Delicensing
of country racing .clubs, 2774.
Railway Department-Increased freights,
964, 2396; purchase of new suburban
trains and equipment, 967; industrial
dispu tes, 968; times o.f arrival of .. Overland" express, 1074; electrification of
Gippsland line, 2209; Yarram service,
2212.
Railway LDan ApplicatiDn Bill, 2452.
Railway Renewals and Replacements
Fund-Allocatio.n, 964.
Railways (Co.mmissio.ners' Salaries) Bill,
2468.
Recreatio·n Reserves and Public HallsMunicipal subsidies, 497, 507, 965.
Retirement of Members, 2926.
Ro.ad Transport-PropDsed fees, 966,
2397; traffi·c cDngestion in city area,
1310; interstate operatiDns, 2212; restriction of operations by primary
producers, 2397.
Royal Visit-Grants to country municipalities, 1111.
Sewerage Installations-Latrobe Valley
authDrities, 1357; loan fund allocations,
1357.
So.ldier Settlement Commission-Purchase
of prDperties, 1073.
State Electricity Commission-Yallo.urn
and Mo.rwell pro.jects, 223, 298, 1071,
1312; funds for capital works, 223;
supplies to. country distriCts, 497; roo.m
service charge, 497, 506; reduced
charges, 510.
State Electricity Commission (Borro.wing) Bill, 2287, 2297.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Sewerage iII co.untry areas, 507,
1311; financial assistance to. drainage
and river improvement trusts, 508, 965,
2398; Mo.rwell pro.ject, 977; pipe line
·and mains, 977.
Supply, 503, 2207.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1529.
Swimming Poo.ls-Go.vernment subsidy,
2211.
Tattersall Co.nsultations - Payment to.
New Zealand, 2798.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 1194.
TransPo.rt Regulatio.n (Amendment) Bill,
2562.
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Hyland, Sir Herbert-continu.ed.
Transport Regulation Board-Sale of
taxi licence plates, 969, 1311; availability
of taxi-cabs, 969.
Uniform Taxation-Reimbursement formula, 503, 2394.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1196, 1259, 1268, 1271, 1287,
1295, 1330, 1336, 1337, 1338, 1339, 1341.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds BranchNumber of Gippsland employees, 224;
killing of blackberry bramble, 2398;
cost of weedicide, 2808.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2392,
2393.
Water Bill, 1525.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill, 1890.
Y.oung Christian Workers' Movement,
2798.
I.
Immigration-Migrants to Victoria, housing
requirements and amenities, 431.-Pro-·
posed Commonwealth financial ·assistance, 867.-Medical examination of
migrants, (qn.) 1072.
IndustriaJ. Appeals Court. (See" Department of Labour and Industry.")
Industrial Disputes. (See Melbourne and
Metropolitan Tramways Board" and
Railway Department.")
Industries, Rural.
(See " Decentralization.")
Infant Welfare. (See" Creches, Infant Welfare, Kindergartens.")
Infectious Diseases Hospitals Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1404; se·cond
reading, 1530, 1835; Committee, 1840;
remaining stages, 1842.
Insurance. (See" Motor-car (Third-Party)
Insurance" and" State Accident Insurance Office.")
II

II

J.
Janet Clarke Hall-Government loan, 597.
Judges.
(See" Judges (Powers) Bill,"
.. Judges
Salaries
Bill,"
.. Justices
(Jurisdiction) Bill" and "Law Department.")
Judges (Powers) Bill-Received from Council and first reading, 1102; second reading, 1185, 1440; Committee, 1442; remaining stages, 1443.

Judges Salaries Bill~Appropriation resolution, 2447; introduction and first reading, 2447; second reading, 2494, 2542;
Committee, 2547; remaining stages,
2551.
Justices Acts-Recognizances and orders to
review.
(See" Statutes Amendment
Bill." )
Justices (Jurisdiction) Bill~Received from
Council and first reading 1842; second
reading, 1883, 2273; Committee, 2279;
remaining stages; 2281.

K.
Kiewa Hydro-Electric Scheme. (See" State
Electrici ty Commission.")
Kindergartens. (See" Creches, Infant Welfare, Kindergartens.")
Knox, Sir George (Scoresby).
Acts of Parliament-Regulations, 1006.
Agent-General-Services, 640; representation by individual States, 640.
Agriculture, Department of-Experimental cool store at Scoresby, 643; diseases
and pests in primary production, 643,
751.
Auditor-General's Report, 750.
Board for the Protection of the Aborigines
-Financial provision, 640.
Budget, 1006.
Children's Welfare Bill, 1600, 1933.
Children's
Welfare
Department-I.mprovemen ts, 642.
Country Roads and Level Crossings Funds
Bill, 1094.
Education Department-Financial provision, 642.
Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardAdministration, 1010.
Estimates-Supplementary Estimates for
1953-54, 750.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2098.
Housing Bill, 2187.
Housing Commission-Dandenong housing project, 1008; Shire of Berwick
project: RetiCUlated water supply, 1071.
Landlord ·and Tenant Bill, 2691.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 241.
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Guarantee)
Bill, 389.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1678.
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Knox, Sir George-continued.
Penal Department-Removal of Pentridge gaol, 1009; treatment of prisoners,
1009; prison r·eform, 1010.
Petition re Closure of Ferntree Gully to
Gembrook Railway Line, 224.
Point of Order-The Chairman's call, 874.

Lands Department--Rabbit poisoning in
Wyperfeld National Park, (qn.) 810.-Use of Wirth's Park site, (qn.) 1181.'
(See also "Land SettJement," .. Land.
Settlement Act" and .. Vermin and
Noxious Weeds.")

Land Settlement-Legislation, 1020.-AggregaUon of large estates, 1321.-Number
Public Trustee-Financial result of operaof persons setned on farms, 2384. (See
tions, 643.
also " Land Settlement Act" and
Public Works-Proposed advisory panel,
.. Soldier Settlement Commission;")
732.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2666. Land Settlement Act--Anomalies, 398, 403.
Queen Victoria Market-Improvement or
-Delay in proclamation, 403, 2379,
rebuilding, 1660; control of operations,
2380.
1660.
Land Tax. (See" Land Tax Bill" and
Railway Department-Closure of Fern" Taxation.")
tree Gully to Gembrook line, 224, 406,
1011; accounting system, 644; .standard Land Tax Bill-Resolution fixing rates of
tax, 2446; intr,oduction and first readof efficiency, 752; administration, 752;
ing, 2447; second reading, 2499, 2595;
restriction of road transport, 752;
remaining stages, 2597.
transport of stock, 1010.
Latrobe Valley-Education facilities, 1013.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Alloca-Development, 1013.-Population, 1014.
tion of blocks, 643.
-Supply of electric power to Yallourn
State Accident Insurance Office-Finan- •
district, 1014. Sewerage installations,
cial result of operations, 641; loss on
1311.-Subway at Morwell, 1312.third-party motor insurance, 642.
Hospitalization, 2398.-Establishment of
State Rivers and Water Supply Commislight industries, 2763, 2769. (See also
sion-Mornington
peninsula
supply,
.. Latrobe Valley Water and Sewerage
1008.
Board," "State Electricity CommisStatutes Amendment Bill, 1997, 2694,
sion" and .. State Rivers and Water
2696.
Supply Commission.")
Supply, 406, 640.
Latrobe Valley Water and Sewerage Board
Town and Country Planning Bill, 307.
Administrative costs, (qn.) 1357.-0utTransport Regulation (Amendment) Bill,
fall sewer (qn.) 1357.-Annual expendi2572.
ture (qnJ 1875.-Discharge of efi1uent
Valuation of Land Bill, 1428.
to sea, (qn.) 1875.-Payments by indusWater Supply Loan Application Bill, 1902.
trial undertakings, 2209.-Charge upon
State revenue, 2210.--Construction of
pipe-line to sea, 2210. (See also "State
L.
Rivers and Water Supply CommissionLabour and Imlustry Act. (See" DeparfLatrobe Valley.")
ment of Labour and Industry.")
Law
DepartmentLandlord and Tenant Actr-Repossession of
Accommodation-Tenure
of High Court
homes, 526, 638.-Cost of maintenance
buildings,
(qn.)
221.-Shortage of
of houses, 526.-Rents, 526, 638, 1299.court accommodation, 545, 665, 901.Abolition of rent control in Western
Accommodation for Licensing Court.
Australia, 836~ (See also" Landlord and
901.-Use of suburban courts, 901.
Tenant Bill.")
Buildings and Works-Cost of completing
Landlord and Tenant Bill-Received from
Law courts buildings, (qn.) 221.-Con-·
Council and first reading, 2194; second
dition of country court-houses, 1015.reading, 2268, 2686; Committee, 2688;
Loan money for works, (qn,) 1251.third reading, 2691.
.
New court-house at Bolga, 2215.
Landlords and Tenants--Death of party to
proceedings.
ment Bill.")

(See" Statutes Amend-

Corporal Punishment-Number of 'Court

orders, (qn.) 861.
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Leggatt, Colonel W. W.-continued.
Country Roads and Level Crossings Funds
Bill, 1093.
County Court (Judges) Bill, 1745.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement 'obCourt Reporting Staff-Shortage, 901,
jected to, 540.
2797.-Writing of Pitman's system, 2797.
Decentralization Fund-Government contribution, 741, 894.
Criminal Assault-Number of cases, (qnJ
673.
Dog-Races Bill, 1543, 1549.
Crown Prosecutors-Qualifications, 2767,
Education Department-Financial pro2796; . salaries, 2796; number, 2797.vision, 650; endowments· and grants,
Public defenders, 2796.
741; Devon Meadows State School, 1309;
rebuilding of Somerville State School,
Housey-housey "-Permits, gross tak2791; needs of. Mornington peninsula,
ings, promoters' fees, wag'es, and pay2791.
ments to charity, (qn.)· 32; ban, 537.
Estimates, 2779, 2781, 2782, 2785, 2791,
(See also .. Police Offences (Unlawful
2794, 2795, 2798, 2811, 2812; SupplemenGames) Bill.")
tary Estimates for 1953-54, 740, 743.
Judges-Number, 545, (qn.) 620, 901;
Fire Brigades (Amendment) Bill, 2201,
salaries, 901, 2214; services as Royal
2204.
Commissioners, 902.
Fisheries and Game Department-Netting
Jurors-Increase in fees, 173, 606, 1917;
of fish in Port Phillip Bay, 650, 2781,
meals and facilities, 615, 617.
2782; Snob's creek hatchery, 2781.
Litigation-Actions awaiting hearing in
F.orests (Amendment) Bill, 2012.
Supreme Court lind County Court, (qnJ
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill,
221, (qn.) 619, 665, 901.
1388, 1390, 1400.
Raffles-Applications
fDom
Australian.
Gas
and Fuel CorporaUon (Mornington
Legion ,of Ex-Servicemen and Women
Undertaking) Bill, 2449.
for pernuts, (qnJ 2539.
Gas Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1500,
Statutes-Consolida tion, 900.
1502.
Leather. (See" Goods (Amendment) Bill"
Government Buildings Fire Insurance
and .. Hide and Leather Industries
Fund-Payments from Consolidated
(Suspension) Bill.").
Revenue, 672, 741, 894.
Government Printer-Purchase of supplies, 742; work for Commonwealth
.Leggatt, Colonel W. W. (Mornington).
Government, 742.
Adoption of Children (Amendment) Bill,
2597, 2602, 2604, 2828.
Gr.ievances, 1306.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2023, 2028,
Agriculture, Department of-Experimen2083, 2099, 2114.
tal work in organk manures, 744.
Health, Department of-Financial proviApprenticeship (Amendment) Bill, 1144.
sion, 895.
Auditor-General's Salary Bill, 701.
Health (Infectious Diseases) Bill, 411,
Budget, 894.
414, 416.
Bush
Nursing
Hospi tals-Financial
Hide and Leather Industries (Suspension)
assistance, 896.
Bill, 2831.
Children's Welfare Act-Proposed amendHospitals' and Charities Commissionments, 538, 651, 1254; number of adopRemoval of Commissioners from office,
tion orders, 2268.
-895; hospitalization .policy, 895.
Children's Welfare Bill, 762, 763, 1584,
Housing-Advances to home builders, 897.
1922, 1925, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1939,
Housing Bill, 2130, 2175.
1942, 1943, 1944, 1945, 1946, 1949, 1950,
Housing Commission-Slum abolition,
1951, 1952, 1953, 1954, 1955, 1956, 1957,
539, 897, 1306; housing project at Dan1959, 2230, 2231.
denong, 898; proposed reorganization,
Corneal Grafting Bill, 766, 768.
1306.
Country Roads (Amendment) Bill, 2306.
Justices (Jurisdiction) Bill, 2278.

:Law Department-continued.
Court 0/ Petty Sessions-Hearings, (qn.)
221.-Jurisdiction,
(qnJ
620.-Reestablishment of courts in rural distri.cts, 1015.
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Leggatt, Colonel W. W.-continued.
Leggatt, Colonel W. W.-continued.
Labour and Industry Act-Sale of p~trol,
Police Department--,Increase of person1307; restricted trading hours, 1307.
nel, 32.-Ghief Commissioner: RetireLandlord and Tenant Act-Rent control,
ment of Mr. Duncan, 2785; appointment
of Mr. Porter, 2785.-Acquisition of
898.
Lands Department-Wyperfeld National
"Sutton Grange ", Mornington, 2785.
Park, 810; rabbit poisoning, 810.
Police Offences (Female Offenders) Bill,
1189, 1502, 1514.
Land Settlement Act-Delay in proclamaPolice Offences (Obscene Publications)
tion, 538.'
Bill, 105, 141, 145.
Licensing (Amendment> Act-Licensing
~olice Offences (Sports Grounds)
Bill,
Court: .Proposed appointment of mem2448.
bers, 536, 537; delay in' proclamation,
Police Offences (Unlawful Games) Bill,.
537.
12, 65.
Loan Funds-Allocations to Departments
Price Control, 898, 2795.
and instrumentalities, 220.
Public Officers Salaries Bill, 1805.
Local Government (Amendment> Bill,
Public Service--l?reference to ex-service2441.
men, 537.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 11, 64, 245.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 1497.
Public Works Department-Maintenance
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Amendment) Bill, 1042.
of piers, 1309, 2811.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2658~
Melbourne and Metropolitan Municipal
Loans Redemption Fund-Deficiency,
2685.
·742.
Railway Department-Mornington pasMelbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
senger service, 654, 1307; deficit, 1308;
Board-Appointment of members, 537.
Treasury payments, 2798.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2450, 2467.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways'
(Board) Bill, 201, 321, 336, 341, 565.
Railway Renewals and Replacements
Fund-Special contribution, 743, 894.
Metropolitan Traffic Courts Bill, 1102.
Slum Reclamation-Provision of funds,
Milk Board-Agency on Morningt.on
peninsula, 728, 1309.
130.
State Electricity Commission-Needs of
Mornington - Transport services, 654,
1307; peninsula water supply, 1309,
Mornington electorate, 1309.
2812; electricity supply, 1309.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2282, 2299, 2301.
Motor-car Regulations - Speed limits,
1758.
State Forests Loan Application Bill, 2470.
Municipalities-Fire prevention work on
State Rivers and Water Supply Commisroads, 2779.
sion-Improved water supply for shires
of Bass and Phillip Island, 650; subsidy
Municipalities Assistance Fund-Receipts
to the First Mildura Irrigation Trust,
and disbursements, 671; Government
742; expenditure on Eildon dam, 1792;
contribUtion, 742, 894.
Mornington peninsula supply, 1309,
Parking of Vehicles (Amendment) Bill,
2812.
1619.
Statutes Amendment Bill, 2698, 2699.
Parliament-Resumption of the session,
Supply, 536, 649, 654, 669.
567,2833.
Tattersall Consultations Act-Revenue,
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
897.
Fund Bill, 2072.
Teachers Tribunal - Appointmen t of
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
chairman, 537.
Bill, 1707.
Town and Country Planning Bill, .185.
Penal Department-Reform, 539, 651, 654;
Traffic Regulations-Centre of the road
administration of penal system, 591;
right-hand turn, 2795.
incidents at Pentridge gaol, 591; treatment and classification of prisoners at
Transport Regulation Acts-Proposed
Pentridge gaol, 654; building proconsolid~tion, 899.
gramme, 654; conditions at Pentridge
Transport Regulation (Amendment> Bill,
gaol, 669.
2499, 2565, 2582, 2588, 2594.
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Leggatt, Colonel W. W.-c01~tinued.
Transport Regulation Board-Sale of
taxi-cab licence plates, 1309.
University of Melbourne-Women's College: Government grant, 2794; Janet
Clarke Hall, Trinity College: Advance,
2795; International House, 2798.
Valuation of Land Bill, 693, 1413.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds Act-'Effect
of legislation, 1307.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1204, 1279, 1333, 1335, 1336,
1337, 1338, 1340, 1341, 1344, 1345, 1346,
1796.
War Nurses Memorial Centre-Government grant, 744.
Water Bill, 2429.
Water Supply Lo'an Application Bill, 1888,
1910.

Rulings and
Speaker-

Statements

as

Acting

Debate-QUoting extensively from news{-}aper article, 1320; members to confine
remarks to matters of Government
administration, 1322.
RuUngs and Statements as Acting
Chairman-

Debate-Member referring to matters involving the introduction of legislation,
963; interjections, 965.
Legislative Assembly.

(See" Electoral.")

Legislative Council. (See" Electoral.")
Libraries.
(See" Free Library Service
Board" and " Municipalities-Libra-

ries.")
Library Committee-Assembly members appointed, 56.
Library, Parliamentary-Financial provISIon, 2763, 2767.-Victorian Law
Reports, 2763.-Work of library staff,
2763.
Licensing Act-Hotel trading hours, 1016.
(See also .. Licensing (Amendment)
Act.")
Licensing (Amendment) Act-Delay in proclamation, 404, 435, 537.-Appointment
of members of Licensing Court, 404, 435,
512, 527, 536, 537.-0peration of legislation, 1016.
Licensillg Co:urt-Accommodation, 1024.Club and wine and spirit licences, (qn.)
1357.
Lifesaving Clubs-Government grants, 926.

Lind, Mr.. A. A. O. (Mildura).
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2106.
Mildura College Lands (Amendment)
Bill, 2228.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
,Bill, 1699.
River Murray Waters Bill, 2433.
Superannuation (Female Officers) Bill,
410.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill,
1904.
Lind, Sir Albert (Gippsland East).
Budget, 927.
Communism, 927.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees) Bill, 2200.
Education
Department-Provision
of
septic tank services, 2219.
Forests (Amendment) Bill, 2009.
Housing Bill,' 2170.
Legislative Assembly-Redistribution of
seats, 931.
Mildura College Lands (Amendment>
Bill, 2227.
Municipalities-Erection of public halls,
929.
Public Works Department-Foreshore
improvements, 2219.
Public Works Loan Application Bill,
2659.
Railway Department-Increased freights
and fares, 928; electrification of Gippsland line, 928,2219; Warragul to Bairnsdale service, 928; transport of timber,
928.
Recreation Reserves and Public HallsGovernment subsidy, 2218; hall at
Lucknow, 2218.
Return to Parliamentary Duty after Illness, 384.
Road Transport-Restrictions, 928.
Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric Scheme,
927.
Soldier Settlement (Financial) Bill, 2309.
State Electricity Commission-Progress
of works in Latrobe Valley, 927.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-River improvement trusts, 929,
2219; Maffra-Sale irrigation area, 930.
Supply, 2218.
Swimming Pools-Government subsidy.
2218.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1202, 1260, 1269, 1276, 1291.
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Liquor Refonn. (See" Licensing, (Amendment) Act.")
,
Loan Funds-Allocations to Departments
and instrumentalities, (qn.) 220, 403.
-Expenditure by Departments, 391,
563, 822.-Sinking Fund payments,
503.-Funding of State deficit, 554.
-Budget statement, 592, 602.-Expenditure on developmental works, 592.Availability for governmental and semigovernmental activities, 820.-Repayments, 816.-Allocations to Victoria,
819, 2394.-Increased 'State liability,
825, 848.-Use of funds for maintenance
of schools, 849.-Allocations to Railway
Renewals and Replacements Fund, 849.
Local Government (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 863;
second reading, 1404, 2436; Committee,
2444, 2478; third reading, 2485.
Local Government (City of Sunshine) BillIntroduction and first reading, 11;
second reading,. 17, 139; remaining
stages, 140.
Local Government (Elections and Polls) Bill
-Introduction and first reading, 11;
second reading, 56, 225; Committee, 278;
remaining stages, 282.
Long Service Leave. (See" Factories and
Shops (Long Service Leave) Act" and
"Fire Brigades (Amendment) Bill.")
Lottery, State. (See" Tattersall Consultations.")
Lucy, lUr. M. F. (Ivanhoe).
Budget, 961.
Chandler Highway and Bridge Bill, 167.
Entertainments Tax-Reimposition, 961;
revenue, 961.
Estimates, 2808.
Housing Bill, 2122, 2163, 2169.
Housing Commission-Sale of homes to
tenants, 532, 533, 541; Commonwealth
and State Housing agreement, 532;
proposed maximum purch~se loan, 533;
interest rates, 533; insurance of homes
purchased by tenants, 540; shops for
Heidelberg estate, 860, 961.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Electrification of Northcote
and East Brunswick services, 2809;
maintenance of tracks, 2809; proposed
Heidelberg bus service, 2809; payments
to revenue, 2809; proposed grants to
municipalities, 2809.

Lucy, Mr. M. F.-continued.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 325.
Municipalities-Subsidies for road maintenance, 2808, 2809.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1714.
Railway Department-Interstate rail services, 961; abolition of level crossings,
961.
Railway Loan Application BBI, 2459.
Supply, 532, 540.
Truth Newspaper-Reports and photographs, 962; radio advertisement, 962.
M.

Maintenance Acts-Confinement expenses.
(See "Statutes Amendment Bill.")
Maltby, Sir Thomas (Barwon).
Aged and Infirm-Cottage homes for old
folk, 932.
Agent-General-Financial provision, 2764;
display in London by Geelong Chamber
of Commerce, 2764.
Apprenticeship (Amendment> Bill, 1150.
Auditor-Gell'eral's Salary Bill, 697.
Bellarine Water Supply Bill, 710, 1121,
1130, 1139, 1140.
Budget, 931.
Building Operations and Building Materials Control (Extension) Bill, 2013,
2019.
Chandler Highway and Bridge Bill, 171.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Government guarantees, 938.
Country Roads Board-Maintenance C?f
country roads, 2392.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected to, 281.
Education
Department~Transfer
'of
Barwon Heads school, 29; accommodation of scholars at Breamlea, 29, 935;
school building programme, 934; school
den tal services, 936.
Estimates, 2764; Supplementary Estimates
for 1953-54, 737.
Forests (Amendment> Bill, 2006. "
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill,
1391.
Geelong and District Cultural Institute
Bill, 1447.
Government
Departments-Travell1ng
expenses, 738; payments for ov'ertime,
738; employment of supervisory engineer, 2765; representation in London,
2765.
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing
Orders, 1662.
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Maltby, Sir Thomas-continued.
Grievances, 1327.
Hospitals-Subscriptions to public appeals,
933.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 58, 225, 278, 279, 280.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Contribution to maintenance of
infectious diseases hospitals, 939; industrial dispute, 939.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allowances)
Amendment Bill, 1797.
North Geelong to Fyansford Railway
Construction Bill, 1497.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill, 2074.
Penal Department-Administration of
penal system, 578, 581; incidents at
Pentridge gaol, 578, 581; shortage of
s.taff, 738; employment of warders from
England, 739.
Police Department-Ratio of police to
population in Geelong area, 1110.
Portland Harbor Trust (Amendment>
Bill, 1449.
Prices Branch-Price of fish, 737.
Public Accounts, Committee of-Proposed
reappointment, 1327.
Public Debt-Interest and sinking fund
payments, 932.
Public Works Loan Application Bill,
2667, 2677.
Queenscliff Lifeboat-Overhaul in dock,
1327, 1402.
Questions-Seeking information in form
of return, 922.
Railway Department-Atbolition of level
crossings, 932; replacement of rOllingstock, 933.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2459.
Retirement of Sir Winston Churchill,
2932.
Road Transport-Restriction on operations, 933.
Slum Reclamation-Provision of funds;
119, 120, 124.
State Electricity Commission-Self-help
scheme, 408, 1328; supply to rural
dwellers, 409, 2392; reduction in charges,
409, 1328; installation of electrical
appliances, 1328.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 2289.
Stale Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Country water supplies, 936, 939,
1328, 2392; extension of existing services, 936, 939; Wallington- scheme, 937;
sale of dwellings at Eildon, 2392.

Maltby, Sir Thomas-contintted.
Superannuation (Female Officers) Bill,
410.
Supply, 408, 611.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 1530.
Tattersall ConSUltations-Revenue, 933;
effect on trade and industry, 933.
Valuation of Land Bill, 692.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2389.
Margarine. (See" Dairying Indust~.")
Marketing of Primary Products-Policy of
Labour
party,
1021.
(See
also
"Primary Production.")
Marriage
Acts-Divorce
costs.
(See
"Statutes Amendment Bill.")
Maternal and Child Hygiene. (See." De_partment of Health.")
Matrimonial Proceedings (Publication of
Reports) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 1359.
McClure, Mr. J. R. (Dundas).
Agriculture, Department of-Combative
measures against footrot, 670; export
of merino sheep, 1320.
Budget, 946.
Commonwealth Constitution-Need for
review, 949.
Country Roads Board-Bridge over
Glenelg river, 348.
Dental Services-Provision of dental vans,
948.
Education Department-Technical block
at Hamilton, 947; provision of additional
classrooms, 947.
Grievances, 1320.
Hospitals-Edenhope nurses home, 946;
Casterton hospital, 947.
Housing Commission-Tenders for erection of country houses, 947.
Land Settlement-Aggregation of large
estates, 1321.
Petrol Tax-Allocation _to Victoria, 946.
Portland Harbor Trust (Amendment)
Bill, 14"53.
Railway Department-Country services,
948; co-ordination _of road and rail
systems, 948.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Commonwealth financial assistance, 949, 1321;
price of land, 1321.
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McClure, Mr. J. R.-continuecl.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Goroke water supply, 947.
Transport Regulation Board-Issue of
permi ts, 948.
.
Uniform Taxation-Reimbursement formula, 946.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1157, 1256, 1270.
Young Farmers'
Clubs - Government
grant, 947.
McDonald, Mr. J. G. B. (Shepparton).
Address-in-Reply, 9.
Agriculture, Department of-Increased
revenue, 827.
Appropriation Bill, 2820.
Auditor-General's Salary Bill, 700.
Basi'c Wage, 402.
Betting-Winning bets tax, 402, 1302.·
Budget, 824.
Close of Sessional Period, 2835.
Communism, 2846.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Avail-·
ability of finance, 405, 1302, 2801, 2820;
advances by lending institutions, 829,
1304, 2381; building of homes, 2801.
Country Roads Board-Deterioration in
condition of country roads, 405; use of
loan money, 405.
Crimes Bill, 299.
Debate-Withdrawal of statement objected to, 238l.
Decentralization, 829, 2821.
Decentralization ,Fund-Government contribution, 826.
Dental College and Hospital-Establishment, 736, 831; equipment, 736.
Dog Racing-Proposed legislation, 1302.
Education Department-Shepparton State
SchOOl, 401; sewerage facilities at
country schools, 830, 831; closing of
rural schools, 831, 1305, 1306; school
accommodation in Shepparton district,
2382.
Entertainments Tax-Reimposition, 827;
1302; concessions, 827, 1302; estimated
revenue, 827.
Estimates, 2801; Supplementary Estimates for 1953-54, 735.
Forests Commission-Estimated revenue,
827; payments to municipalities for
maintenance of roads, 832, 2382;
cartage of timber, 2382; payment of
royalties, 2382.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill,
1392, 1399, 1457.

McDonald, Mr. J. G. B.-continued.
Governmen t Buildings Fire Insurance·
Fund-Allocation, 826.
Grievances, 1301, 1305.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2087, 2088,
209l.
Hansard-Retirement of Chief Reporter,.
28.
Hospi~als
and Charities CommissionPolicy, 404; hospitals in rural areas,
404; proposed ambulance service, 404;
bank overdrafts of subsidized hospitals,
831.
Housing-Conditions at emergency housing cen tres, 2381, 2801, 2820.
Housing Bill, 2127, 2160, 2164.
Housing Commission-Slum abolition,
402, 829, 1304; housing project at Dandenong, 829; sales of homes to tenants,
1304; number of houses built, 2801.
Labour and Industry, Department of~
" Protection" money: Allegations by
shopkeepers, 2539, 2540; newspaper report, 2539, 2540.
Land Settlement Act-Delay in proclamation, 403, 404, 2380.
Land Tax-Estimated revenue, 826; increased rates, 826; revaluation of pro.perties, 827.
Licensing (Amendment) Act-Delay in
proclamation, 404; appointment of proposed members of Licensing Court, 404.
Loan Funds-Allocations to Departments,
403; increase of loan liability, 825.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 58, 62, 228.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 335.
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Guarantee)
Bill, 389.
Municipalities-Governmeht grants, 404;
construction of forest roads, 2382.
Municipalities Assistance Fund-Allocation, 826.
Parliament-Retirement of members,
2928.
Parliamentary Contributory Retirement
FUnd Bill, 2072.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1672, 1692, 1754.
Penal Department-Administration of
penal system, 574, 576; incidents at
Pentridge gaol, 574,.576.
Petition re the Overflowing of the Elster
Creek and the Elwood Canal, 2542.
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McDonald, Mr. J. G. B.-continued.
Police Offences (Unlawful Games) Bill,

71.
Political Situation, 2845.
Ports and Harbors Branch-Increased
revenue, 827.
Primary Industries-Shortage of labour,
829.
Probate Duty-Issue of assessments, 825;
estimated revenue, 827.
Public Transport-Tram and bus stoppages, 45.
Public Works-Completion of projects,
825.
Railway Department-Increased freights
and fares, 401, 828; reduction and suspension of services, 401; increased rents
of railway property, 401; suggested
Royal Commission, 827; deficit, 828;
closing of lines, 828; elimination of road
competition, 828.
Railway Renewals and Replacements
Fund-Allocation, 826.
Rural Finance Corporation-Financial
provision, 1306, 2382, 2821.
Slum Reclamation-Provision of funds,
125, 126.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Availability of land, 404; single-unit farms,
830, 1303, 2381; financial provision, 830,
1304; Murray Valley irrigation area,
1303, 1304; land values, 1304; exservicemen awaiting blocks, 1304; allocation of farms, 2381, 2821.
Stamp Duties-'Estimated revenue, 827.
State
Electricity
Commission-Public
loans and Government allocations, 403,
2383; extension of power resources,
403.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2295.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Increased charges, 827; country
sewerage schemes, 832; town water
supplies, 832, 1303, 2383.
State Savings Bank (Deposits) Bill, 140.
Supply, 399, 404, 608.
Totalizators, 827.
Transport Regulation (Amendment> Bill,
2578, 2582, 2585, 2587, 2594.
Uniform Taxation-Restoration of State's
income taxing rights, 400; reimbursements, 826.
Valuation of Land Bill, 694.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1199, 1257, 1267, 1280, 1293,
1331, 1336, 1338, 1340, 1341, 1344.
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McDonald, Mr. J. G. B.-continuea.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2379,
2845.
Water Bill, 1521, 1527.
Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill, 1831.
Meat Industry-Practices of retail butchers,
517.-Supervision of sale of meat, 518.
-Beef production, 907.-Conservation of
fodder for hand-feeding of cattle, 907.
-Dehydration of pastures and lucerne:
Experiments at Werribee research
station, 907.
l\lelbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Water restrictions in metropolitan area:
Remedial works, (qn.)
222.-Unsewered houses in metropolitan area, (qn.) 920.-Responsibility for
repairs to lead-in pipes, 941.-Per
capita cost of metropolitan water supply, 1303.-Elster creek:
Flooding,
(qn.) 2068; remedial works, 2914. (Sp.e
also " Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works (Amendment) Bill.")
M.elbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works
(Amendment)
Bill-Introduction and first reading, 814; second
reading, 922, 1040; Committee, 1045;
remaining
stages,
1048.-Council's
amendment dealt with, 1365.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Municipal
Loans Redemption Fund-Repayment
of advance from Public Account, 614.
-Contribution
from
Consolidated
Revenue, 734, 742.
Melbourne and Metr~politan Tramways
Board-Tram and bus stoppages (debate on motion for adjournment of
House), 33.-Motor omnibus fleet, (qn.)
73.-Bourke-street-Northcote
service:
Use of buses on completion of new
tramline, (qn.) 73.-Proposed extension
of bus services, 530.-Statutory payments to Queen's Memorial Infectious
Diseases Hospital, 594, 939.-Students'
concession fares, 721.-Condition of
tramway
tracks,
722.-Industrial
trouble, 939, 1313.-Deficit for 1953-54,
956.-Condition of finances, 957.~
Effect of motor traffic on Board's revenue, 959.-Mont Albert line:
Service, 959; extension of line, 980.-Ap ..
pointment of employees' representative
on Board, 967, 2859.-Latrobe-street
system, (qn.) 1492.-Extension of North
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Melbourne

and

Metropolitan

Tramways

Board-continued.

Coburg line, (qn.> 1581, 2810, 2811.Clifton Hill-Point Ormond route: Running of 41-seater buses, 2207, 2379, 2398.
-Payment of seat tax to municipalities,
2809.-Expenditure on Heidelberg bus
route,
2809.-Reconditioning
of
Johnston-street, Collingwood, 2809.Darling-road, East Malvern-Melbourne
tram service, 2914. (See also .. Infectious Diseases Hospitals Bill" and
"Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways (Board) BilL")
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 11; second reading, 19, 186,
188; Committee, 207, 308, 321; remain~
ing stages, 347.-Council's amendment
dealt with, 563.
Melbourne City Council-Statements in
Parliament: Request for Royal Commission, (qn,) 499.
l.\felbourne Cricl{et Ground (Gua.rantee) BilJ
-Appropriation resolution, 387; introduction and first reading, 388i second
reading, 388; remaining stages, 390.
Melbourne Harbor Trust--Conditions. at
North Wharf pick-up centre, 1842, 1845.
-Appointment of member, 2858, 2877.
.'Iembers-Return of honorable members
after illness, 384, 1181.-Service of
honorable member for Williamstown:
Tribute by Victorian Branch of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, 567, 568.-Bereavement of honorable member' for Swan Hill, 1401.Illness of honorable member for \Vonthaggi, 2315.-Retirement, 2925.
Mental Hygiene AuthorityAccommodat·ion-Shortage, 555.
Ararat Menta.l Hospital--Escape of inmate, 714.
Beechworth Mental Hospital--Accommo-

dation for patients during wet weather,
2216; washing and toilet facilities for
staff, 2216.
B'undoora Repatriation Mental Hospital--

. Staffing, 551; financial provision by
Commonwealth Government, 551.
]f';nance--Payments from Tattersall consultations to Mental Hospitals Fund,
(qnJ 978; allocation for building purposes, (qnJ 978.

Mental Hygiene Authority-continued.
Kew Mental Hospital--Additions and improvements, (qn.> 30, 2387.-Conditions,
(qnJ 1179.-Renewal of fencing, (qn.)
1252, 1329, 2790.
Mentally Retarded Children-Capital cost
of residential institutions: Government
subsidies, 742, (qn.) 1250.
Staff-Training, 859.
Works and Buildings-Financial

provision for maintenance, 615.-Allocation
and expenditure of loan funds, (qn.>
671.-Con tracts, (qn.) 978.-Construction of new hospital wards, (qnJ 978.Purchase of Marlborough House, Portsea, 2907. (See also" Mental Hygiene
(Maintenance) Bill.")
Mental Hygiene (Maintenance) Bill-Intro-.
duction and first reading, 1663; second
reading, 1666, 1959; Committee, 1961;
third reading, 1963.
Merrifield, Mr. Samuel (Moonee Ponds>.
Bridges Across Yarra River-New Johnston-street bridge, 32; town planning
project, 32.
Chandler Highway and Bridge Bill, 11, 16.
Country Roads (Amendment> Bill, 1663,
1665, 2305.
Country Roads
Board-Bridge
over
Glenelg river, 348; allocations and expenditure of loan funds, 673.
Estimates, 2811.
Flood and Storm Damage-Financial
·assistance to municipalities. 1726.
Gas and FueJ Corporatiol' (Kyneton
Undertaking) Bill, 1404, 1496.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Mornington
Undertaking) Bill, 2414, 2449.
Law Department-Loan money for works,
1251.
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 863,
1404, 1413, 2445, 2478, 2479, 2480, 2482,
2483, 2484, 2485.
Local Government (City of Sunshine)
Bill, 11, 17.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 1l, 274.
Melbourne and MetropOlitan Board of
Works-Restrictions on water supplies,
222; remedial works, 222; houses unconnected with sewerage system, 921;
flooding of Elster ·creek, 2068. .
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Amendment) Bill, 814, 922, 1046,
1365.
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Merrifield, Mr. Samuel-continued.
Mental Hygiene Authority-Kew Mental
Hospital: Additions and improvements,
30; fencing, 1252.
subsidies,
Municipalities - Government
387, 497.
Municipalities Assistance Fund-Subsidies
for works in Gippsland shires, 1251.
Napier-street Bridge Bill, 1404, 1494,
1911.
Parking of Vehicles Act-" Owner-onus"
provisions, 978; prosecutions and fines,
1073, 1250; additional parking facilities,
1250.
Parking of Vehicles (Amendment) Bill,
1111, 1183, 1621.
Point of Order-Member reading from
documeftt, 2699.
Portland Harbor Trust (Amendment)
Bill, 1111. 1181.
Port Phillip Bay-Control over boats,
1403.
Public Works Department-Cost of completing Law Courts buildings, 221; cost
of completing Point Ormond sea wall,
222; reconstruction of anchorages and
harbors in Port Phillip Bay, 2811.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2415,
2676, 2685, 2686.
Queenscliff Lifeboat-Overhaul in dock,
1403.
Queen Victoria Market-Improvement or
rebuilding, 1660; control of operations,
1660.
Recreation Reserves ·and Public HallsMunicipal subsidies, 387, 497.
Statutes Amendment Bill, 1991, ·1997,2704.
Town and Country Planning Bill, 10, 14,
301, 303, 305, 306, 307.
Town and Country Planning (Metropolitan Area) Bill, 1663, 1727, 2419, 2420,
2421, 2422, 2423, 2424, 2425.
Transfer of Land Bill, 620, 621, 630, 863,
2486, 2487, 2488, 2489, 2490, 2491.
Valuation of Land Bill, 621, 679, 692, 693.
Metro~olitan

Traffic Courts Bill-Introduction and first reading, 621; second
reading, 632, 1102, 1140.

Mibus, Mr. W. J. (Borung).
Agriculture, Department of-Destruction
by pests of Wimmera and Mallee crops,
733.

Mibus, Mr. W. J.-continued.
Budget, 1017.
Forests Commission-Wail forest nursery,
659.
Point of Order-Relevancy of remarks,
1275.
Primary Production-Costs of production,
1017.
Railway Department-Country freights,
1018; transport of livestock, 1019;
. wheat freight r.ate, 1019.
Road Transport-Restriction on operations, 1017, 1018; capital invested in
vehicles, 1019.
Supply, 659.
Transport Regulation Board - Revenue
and disbursements, 814; administrative
costs, 814, 1018; permits issued, 814,1018;
effect of regulations, 1017; revenue,
1018.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1273.
Water Bill, 707, 1517, 1527.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill, 1911.
Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill, 1817,
1835.
Midwives (Amendment) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 1918; second reading,
1998, 2272; remainin~ stages, 2?73.
l\Iildura College Lands (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first reading, 1918;
second reading, 1990, 2227; remaining
stages, 2229.
l\lilk-Transport of milk and cream: Provisions of Labour and Industry Act, 509.
(See also "Milk Board.")
Milk Board-Price recommenda~ions, 520,
880.-Agency on Mornington peninsula,
728, 730, 1309.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury Allo~vances)
Anlendment Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 1663; second reading, 1665,
1797; remaining stages, 1800.
Mines Department-Reopening of Geological Museum after Royal Visit, (qn.)
298.-Geological study of Victoria, 531.
--Search for underground water, 600,
639, 1004.-Purchase of boring equipment, 600, 607.-Financial provision,
607.-·Equipment for
testing radio
active ores, 607.-Uranium: Deposits,
638; rewards to prospectors, 639.Search for oil, 639, 985, 2209..:.-.search
0
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Mines Department-continued.
for mineral deposits, 985.-Regulations
for use of explosives, 1964.-Investments in oil prospecting companies,
2209.
Ministry-Motion by Mr. Bolte of want of
confidence in Cain Ministry, 2375;
negatived, 2414.-Resignation of Cain
Ministry, 2840.-Announcement of personnel of new Cain Ministry, 2840.Motion by Mr. Bolte of want of confidence in Cain Ministry, 2841, 2842;
motion agreed to, 2924.
Mitchell, Mr. T. W. (Benambra).
Apprenticeshi·p (Amendment) Bill, 1145,
1151, 1153.
Budget; 850.
Country Roads and Level Crossings
Funds Bill, 1095.
Country Roads Board-Kiewa Valley
road, 854.
Crimes Bill, 422.
Debate-Withdrawal of statements objected to, 238, 1374, 1377, 1507, 1509.
Education Department-Closing of country schools, 852; provision of fence for
high school, 2215; provision of hotwater system, 2215; sewerage at Beechworth school, 2216; need for Institute
of Technology, 2217.
Entertainments Tax-Reimposition, 852.
Estimates, 2763.
Flood and Storm Damage - Financial
assistance to municipalities, 1726.
Forests Commission-Conditions at Creswick School of Forestry, 719, 852;
.increase of royalties, 852; planting of
coniferous timber, 852.
Friendly Societies (Amendment)· Bill,
1373, 1374, 1377, 1378, 1398.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2086, 2103.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionRemoval of Commissioners from office.
851; proposed 'hospital at Chiltern, 853;
Corryong hospital, 853, 2215.
Hotham Heights Land Act-Finance for
developmen t of alpine sports, 852.
Hume Highway-Approach to Victoria
from Albury, 854, 1843, 2214, 2216.
Infectious Diseases Hospitals Bill, 1835.
Judges Salaries-Revision, 2218.
Labour and . Industry, Department ofPersecution of small shopkeepers, 851.
Land Tax-Revenue, 851.

Mitchell, Mr. T. W.-continued.
Law Department-Proposed courthouse
at Bolga, 2215.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 236, 238.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 309, 314.
Men tal Hygiene Au thori ty-Beechworth
Mental Hospital, 2216.
Metropolitan Traffic Courts BUl, 1106,
1107.
Mount Buffalo Chalet-Liquor licence,
978.
Parliamentary Library-Financial provision, 2763.
Penal Department-Incidents at Pentridge gaol, 850.
Points of Order-Statements .in debate,
311, 1378, 1512; relevancy of remarks,
312.
Police Offences (Female Offenders) Bill,
1506, 1507, 1514, 1516.
PubUc Works Department-Building of
country halls, 855.
P.ublic Works Loan Application Bill, 2670.
Railway Department-Glosing of Beechworth-Yackandandah railway line, 853,
2217; increased freight rates, 854.
River Murray Waters Bill, 2082, 2434.
Road Transport - Legislation affecting
country interests, 851.
State Electricity Commission-Country
needs, 854; K.iewa project, 854.
State Electricity CommissiOn (Borrowing) Bill, 2286.
State Forests Loan Application Bill, 2470,
2477.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Water supply for Barnawartha,
852; proposed ex-gratia payment to Mr.
Cullen, Tallangatta, 853; removal of
Tallangatta township, 853; Wodonga
sewerage scheme, 2217; provision of
punt on Hume weir, 2217.
Supply, 719, 2214.
Tattersall Consultations - Transfer to
Victoria, 851; revenue, 851.
Transport Regulation (Amendment) Bill,
2568, 2583, 2591, 2592.
Valuation of Land Bill, 692, 1430.
Vermin and Noxio\ls Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1159.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Mornington Peninsula. (See" Education
Department," "Milk Board," "Railway
Department," "State Electricity Commission," "State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission'! and "Transport
Regulation Board.")
}Iorton, Mr. Earnest (Rillon).
Agriculture, Department of-Frost damage to fruit crop in Horsham area, 2030.
Mental
Hygiene
Authority - Ararat
Mental Hospital, 714.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2663.
Railway
Department - Transfers
of
engine drivers and firemen, 1581.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2454.
Supply, 714.
(See also "Chairman of Committees,
The (Mr. Earnest Morton).")
l'IorwelI Brown Coal Project.
Electr.ici ty Commission.")

(See" State

Moss, lUI'. G. C. (Murray Valley).
Agriculture, Department of-Conservation
of fodder, 907; dehydrating plant for
pastures, 907.
Budget, 902.
Country Fire Authority-Financial provision, 1791; administrative costs, 1791.
Dairy.ing Industry-Sale of margarine,
903.
Health, Department of-Activities of
herbalist, 90S.
Hide and Leather Industries (Suspension)
Bill, 2831.
Meat Industry-Beef production, 907.
Municipalities - Government assistance,
903.
Potato Industry-Wholesale price of
'Potatoes, 903; interstate sales, 903;
marketing arrangements, 904; price
guarantee, 905.
Primary Production-Subsidies for egg
and bacon industries, 732; reduction of
costs, 903.
Railway Department-Issue of timetables, 810; .increased fares, 903.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2467.
Road Transport-Restrictions, 903.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Murray
Valley area, 670, 906; valuation of
settlers' blocks, 670, 906; increased
rents, 903; interim leases, 907.
Soldier Settlement (Financial) Bill, 2310,
2314.
4575/55.-3
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Moss, Mr. G. C.-continued.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Removal . of Tallangatta township, 908; enlargement of Hume weir,
908.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1796.
Wheat-Growi.ng Industry - Stabilization
plan, 903, 905.
Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill, 1805,
1834.
Motions fol' the Adjournment of the House
to enable honorable members to discuss
public questions-Stoppages of public
transport, 33.-Administration of penal
system in Victoria, 571.-Provision of
funds for slum abolition, 119.
Motor-cal' (Third-Party) Insurance-Compensation in accident cases: Suggested
contributions by negligent drivers, 547.
-Premiums, 711.
Motor Vehicles-Use-Amending legislation, 717;
penalties, 718, 847, 1024; punishment of
first offenders, 750; number of car
thefts, 846; offences, 1024.
Motor Registration Branch-Records and
registration labels, (qn.) 135S.
Registration and Transfers-Fees: Payments to Railway Level Crossings
Fund, 595; to Country Roads Board
Fund, 595.-Police fixing registration
labels to windscreens, (qn.) 733.Number and type of vehicles registered,
(qn.) 810.
(See also "Government Departments.")
Illegal

Mount Buffalo Chalet.
Department.")

(See "Railway

Moyne Portland Cement Company-Indebtedness to Government, and disposal
of works, (qn.) 1793.
MunicipalitiesFinance-Government grant, 404.-Allocation for capital works, 550.-Financial assistance for country municipalities, 903.-Funds for construction of
private streets, 992.-Storm damage:
Finance for repair of roads. and bridges,
1726.-Grants to outer-suburban municipalities, 2810.
Fire Protection-Contributions towards
cost of fire brigades, 991.-Installation
of water hydrants in new streets, 991.
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Municipalities--continued.
Gippsland Shires-Financial aid under
" Hyland" plan, 2401.
Home-Help Service - Extension, 543;
Commonwealth financial assistance,
544; State Government subsidy, 598,
867, 927.
Infectious Diseases - Discontinuance of
statutory payments towards cost ~f
hospital cases, 594, 980, 991, 1023.
Libraries-Government grant, 597, 983.
Metropolitan Roads-Condition in inner
suburbs, 1318; funds for rebuilding and
maintenance, 1318.
Public Amenities-Government subsidies
towards cost of recreational reserves,
public halls, and swimming pools, (qn.)
387, 393, (qn.), 497, 507, 2211, 2218.
Rates-Revaluation of properties, and
rates, 506.
Works-Instructions to accelerate pro~
gramme before 30th June, 1955, 964.
(See also "Local Government (Amendment) Bill," "Local Government (City
of Sunshine) Bill," "Local Government
(Elections and Polls) Bill," "Melbourne
and Metropolitan Municipal Loans
Redemption Bill" and "Municipalities
Assistance Fund.")
Munjcipalities Assistance Fund-Govern~
ment contribution, 614, 615, 734, 742,
826, 865, 894; reserve, 2385.-Receipts
and disbursements, (qn.) 671, (qn.)
1580.-Subsidies for works in Gippsland
shires, (qn.) 1251, 1312.-Annual aUo ..
cation from Fund, (qn.) 1875.
Murphy, Mr. C. J. (Hawthorn).
Budget, 887, 890.
Council for Adult Education-Govern..
ment grant, 893; educational classes
for 'prisoners at Pentridge gaol, 893.
Debate--Withdrawal of statement objected to, 2166.
Education Department - Transport of
scholars, 892; financial provision, 892.
Entertainments Tax-Reduced rates, 891;
admission 'prices to picture theatres,
891.
Football Grounds-Accommodation and
amenities, 891.
Housing Bill, 2166.
Industrial Appeals Court--,Members, 2068;
payments and allowances, 2068; number of cases, 2068.

Murphy, Mr. C. J.--continued.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 317.
Personal Explanation-Statement in de·
bate, 2168.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 101, 153.
Public Transport-Reduction of services,
890.
RaHway Department - Preferential rates
for carriage of primary produce, 888;
increased 'freights and fares,. 889;
deficits, 889; suburban services, 890.
Truth Newspaper-Reports and photographs, 893.
Music.

(See" Cultural Development.")

Mutton, Mr. Charles (Coburg).
Bread Industry-Delivery of stale bread.
1964.
Budget, 875.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Members' investments, 2802; Lalor scheme,
2802.
Children's Welfare Bill, 1610, 1930, 1941,
1954.
Dairying Industry-Butter produced and
exported, 221; Federal subsidy, 221.
Education Department - State primary
and secondary schools, 1072; scholars,
library facilities a:nd teachers, 1072;
North Coburg State School: Flooding
of grounds, 1757.
Electoral-Rolls, 1358; publIcation of subdivisional lists, 1358.
Estimates, 2784, 2802, 2810.
Federal Aid Roads and Works ActPayments to State, 119.
Grievances, 1325.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 1560, 2108.
Health, Department of - Poliomyelitis:
Incidence and preventive measures,
386; inspection of shops, 518.
Housing Bill, 2187.
Housing Commission-Shops with dwellings, 1989; returned servicemen tenants,
1989; sale of shops, 1989; development
of estate in Shire of Broadmeadows,
1326, 2803; sale of acquired land, 1327;
Dental charges, 2803.
Local Government (Amendment) Bill,
2483, 2484.
Meat Industry-Supervision of sale of
meat, 517.
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Mutton, Mr. Charles--continued.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-North Coburg line, 1581, 2810;
extension, 158l.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 197.
Mental Hygiene Authority-Conditions at
Kew Mental Hospital, 1179.
Mental Hygiene (Maintenance) Bill, 1963.
Motor Registration Branch-Registration
of motor vehicles, 810.
Napier-street Bridge Bill, 1751.
Penal Department-Removal of Pentridge gaol, 876, 877, 879.
Picture Theatres-Seating of patrons,
1568.
Police Department-North Coburg police
station, 2784.
Prices Branch-Price of fish, 516, 518;
prices of fruit and vegetables, 517.
Railway Department-Condition of railway buildings, 1325; proposed island
platform at Coburg station, 1326.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2462.
Royal Visit-Cost to Government, 32.
Supply, 516.
Tattersall
Consultations - Estimated
revenue, 877, 878; New Zealand postal
regulations, 878, 879.
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill, 1194.
Totalizators-Sale of unnumbered tickets,
878, 879.
Town and Country Planning Bill, 302.
Town and Country Planning (Metropolitan Area) Bill, 2421, 2424, 2425.
Transport Regulation Board-Hire car
'and taxi licences, 1253.
Valuation of Land Bill, 1427.
.. Walker Papers "-Publication in news'paper, 733.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill, 1888.
lUyxomatosis.
Weeds.")

(See "Vermin and Noxious

N.
Napier-street Bridge Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 1404; second reading,
1494, 1748; Committee, 1750, 1911; remaining stages, 1916.
National Gallery-Position of Director,
(qn.) 2656.
National Theatre Movement. (See" Cultural
Development." )

Newspapers--Sale of interstate newspapers
on Sundays, (qn.) 810.-Sunday publication, 2401.-Truth: Reports and
photographs, 868, 893, 925, 942, 962,
1022; radio advertisements, 962.
North Geelong to Fyansford Railway Construction Bill-Introduction and :first
reading, 621; second reading, 1363, 1497;
remaining stages, 1500.

O.
O'Carroll, Mr. J. P. (Clifton Hill).
Agriculture, Department of-Walpeup
Research Farm, 940; inspection of
fruit, 2813.
Anzac Day-Method of observance, 94l.
Bread Industry-Trade monopoly, 525;
quality of bread, 526.
Budget, 940.
Country Roads and Level Crossings
Funds Bill, 1091.
Dairying Industry-Use of margarine, 525.
Dog-Races Bill, 1537, 1546.
Estimates, 2783, 2813.
Explosives - Shot firing in suburban
quarries, 941.
Forests Commission-Nursery at Wail,
940; contracts for mil1ing timber, 940;
clearance of fallen timber, 941.
Friendly Societies <Amendment> Bill,
1400.
Housing Bill, 2168.
Matrimonial Proceedings (Publication of
Reports) Bill, 1359.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Repair of lead-in pipes, 941.
Members of Parliament-Proposed increase in salaries, 525.
Motor Vehicles--Speed limit, 617.
Newspapers from other States-Sunday
sales in Victoria, 810.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1718, 1720.
Points of Order-Statement in debate,
1720; member referring to Premier as
"a goat," 1309.
Police Offences (Female Offenders) Bill,
1503.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications>
Bill, 96.
Police Offences (Sports Grounds) BHl,
2449.
Prices Branch-Prices of fruit and vege J
tables, 525; prices of ham and bacon,
2029.
Railway Department-Advertising poster,
1358.
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O'Carroll, Mr. J. P.-continued.
Railway Loan Application' Bill, 2451.
Stage Presentations-Newspaper publicity, 729; newspaper criticism of
Stadium entertainment, 2783.
.State Owned or Hired Motor-ears-Use
by public servants, 619.
Supply, 525.
Newspaper-Reports and photographs, 942.
University of Melbourne-Accommodation
for medical students, 525; Government
bursaries, 525.
Vermin and Noxious Wp-eds (Amendment) Bill, 1263.
Rulings
and Staterr/'ents
as Acting
Truth

Chairman-

Amendments-Amendment beyond scope
of Bill, 1338; unable to rule whether
amendment is acceptable until actu~
amendment is submitted, 1340.
Debate-Referring to proceedings in other
House, 967; interjections, 1022, 1023,
1024.
"Off-the-Course" Betting. (See" Betting.")
Oil, Search for. (See" Mines Department.")
Olympic Games
State, (qnJ
tori~n scenic
(See also

1956-Estimated cost to
298.-Advertising of Vicattractions to visitors, 1015.
"Housing Commission-

Olympic Village.")

Onion Marketing Board-Fixation of price
of onions, 2220.
Onions. (See" Onion Marketing Board"
and" Price Control.")
"Owner-Onus."
Act.")

(See" Parking of Vehicles

P.
Parking of Vehicles Act-Effect of operation, 955.-Extension of owner-onus
provisions: Applications by municipalities, (qnJ 978.-Prosecutions and fines,
(qnJ 1073.-Apportionment of money
from fines, and expenditure on parking
facilities, (qnJ 1250. (See arso II Parking of Vehicles (Amendment) Bill" and
"Traffic Regulation.")
Parking of Vehicles (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first reading, 1111;
second reading, 1183, 1612; Coin.rriittee,
1620; remaining stages, 1621.

Pa.rliament-Opening by Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II., 6; close of sessional
period, 2833.-Extension of Parliamentary committees system, 727.- (See
also "Parliament House.")
Pa.rlia.mentary Contributory Retirement
Fund Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2070; second reading, 2~70; appropriation resolution, 2074; Committee,
2074; remaining stages, 2075.
.
(See "Library,
Parliamentary Library.
Parliamentary.")
Parliamentary Salaries and AllowancesSuggested revision, 398, 525, 526.-Costof-living adjustments, 398.-Payments
to Ministers and members, (qn.) 1178.
-Report of committee Of inquiry, 1179.
-Increases, 2393, 2399.
(See also
"Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances Bill.")
Parliamentary . Salaries and Allowances
Bill-Appropriation resolution, 1222;
introduction and first reading, 1222;
second reading, 1281, 1669; Committee,
1726, 1752; remaining stages, 1756.
Parliament HouseBuildings-Condition, 2214, 2400.-Maintenance, 2394, 281l.-Water supply,
2394.-Report Iby Metropolitan Fire
Brigades Board, 2394, 2400.-Telephone
facilities, 2811.
Parliament Yard-Condition of paving,
504, 2394; accidents to members, 2394.
Party Leader - Announcement by Mr.
Barry of appointment as Leader of
:party, 2841; statement by the Speaker,
284l.
Penal Department-Administration-Penal system in Victoria:
Reforms In ,administration, 548, 651,
654; (debate on motion for adjournment of House), 571.-Recommendations by Inspe.ctor-General of Penal
IEstablishments, 652, 1010, 2405.
Children-Report ,by president of Children's Court, 666.
French Island Reformatory - Improvements to buildings ,and facilities, 971,
1493.
Institution for Girls-Proposed erection
of building at Winlaton, 2405.
Langi Kal

Kal

Training

Centre-New

dormitory block, (qn.) 1493.
Pentridge-Departmental file re building
improvements, (qn.> 496, 509.--Conditions, 657, 669, 989, 1009.-Incidents,
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Penal Department-continued.
711, 850.-Removal of gaol to new site,
876.-Improvements to buildings, 970.
-'-Living quarters for warders, 970.
-Cy.stody .of youths and girls on
remand, (qn.) 1111.-" D" division,
(qn.) 1493.
Pr'isoners - Transfer of women from
Pentridge to "Fairhaven", (qn.) 496,
654, 2405.-Classification and treatment,
654.-Transfers to Geelong gaol, 657.Treatment of prisoners in Pentridge,
1009.
T1-aining Prisons-Beech worth, Bendigo
and Geelong, (qn.) 496.
Warders-Employment of B r i tis h
migrants, 739.-Number of warders at
Pentridge gaol, (qn.) 977.
Pensioners, Invalid and Old Age-Concessional fares on public transport, 1025.
Personal Explanations-Mr. Towers, 118;
Mr. Barry, 297; Mr. Bolte, 298; Mr.
Hayes, 2158.
Petitions-From certain citizens of Victoria
re closure of Ferntree Gully~Gembrook
railway line, 224.-From residents of
St. Kilda re floodine of Elster creek
and Elwood canal, 2540.-From Victorian citizens re hours for the purchase of foodstuffs, 2657, 2787.
Petrol-Use of automatic pumps for supplies
after normal trading hours, (qn.) 922.
(See also" Department of Labour and
Industry," and "P,rice Control.")
Petrol Tax. (See" Taxation-Petrol Tax.")
Petrov Federal Royal Commission. (See
.. Royal Commission on Espionage.")
Pettiona, Mr. R. F. (Prahran).
Communism, 2921.
Education Department - Teaching Service, 1661; staff position, 1661.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 239_
Political Situation, 2920.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1275.
Want of C.onfidence in Ministers, 2920.
Petty, Mr. H. R. (Toorak).
Aged Persons-Care in own homes, 434;
e}Ctension of emergency housekeeping
services, 434_
Basic Wage-Cost to State of cost-ofliving adjustments, 73.

Petty, Mr. H. R.-continued.
Budget, 914.
and
Building
Building
Operations
Materials Control (Extension) Bill,
2014.
Business of the House-Hour of meeting,
979.
Cement-Production and allocation, 1180.
Children's W,elfare Bill, 1930.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Applications for membership, 733; finance, 733;
Government guarantee, 919, 2802; advances :by State Savings Bank, 2802.
Co-operative Housing Societies (Guarantees) Bill, 2194.
Country Roads and Level Crossings
Funds Bill, 1094.
Country Roads Board-Allocations and
expenditure of loan funds, 673; construction of roads, 1318.
Debate-Withdrawal' of statements objected to, 76, 267.
Decentralization, 434.
Decentralization Fund-Government contribution, 746.
Estimates, 2781, 2802, 2804; Supplementary Estimates for 1953-54, 746.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill,
1366, 1397, 1398, 1456, 1458.
Government Departments-Use of motorcars, 1317.
Grievances, 1316.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 1562, 2024,
2092.
Hospitals and Charities CommissionHospitalization plan, 1316.
Housing - Fawkner Park: Emergency
settlement, 918, 2537, 2804; sale of condemned houses, 918; number of residents, 2537; demolition of housing
units, 2537; conditions at Camp Pell,
2804.
Housing Bill, 2114, 2172, 2177, 2186, 2189,
,2190, 2191.
Housing Commission-Sale of homes to
tenants, 31, 2804; eviction of tenants,
32, 1071; protective legislation, 32;
homes for elderly persons, 387; rentals,
387, 1180; lot owners appeal committee, 498; number of appeals, 498;
acquisition of Broadmead~ws and Preston estates, 619; application for houses,
861; Heidelberg estate: Shop and picture
theatre frontages, 1071.-Increases in
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Petty, Mr. H. R.--continued.
municipal rates, 1317; provision of
roads in housing estates, 1318; flooding
of properties, 1791'.
Labour and Industry Act-Furniture
manuf~cture, 619; Chinese labour, 619.
Infringements of shop trading hours,
673, 922; convictions and penalties, 673;
annual trade holidays, 812. 319.
Law
Department-Cases of alleged
criminal
assault,
673;
corporal
punishment, 861.
Loeal Government (Amendment> Bill,
2436, 2478, 2479, 2482, 2483.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 60, 265.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works-Restrictions on water supplies,
222; remedial works, 222; houses unconnected with sewerage system, 920.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Amendment) Bill, 1043.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Boru-d-Motor omnibus fleet, 73; concession fares, 721; condition of tracks,
722; contribution towards cost of road
re-construction, 1318.
Motor-car Act-Parking of vehicles in
metropolitan area, 1661; major intersections, 1661; control of traffic, 1661.
Motor Registration' Branch-Records and
registration labels, 1358.
Municipalities-Condition of roads, 1318.
National Gallery-Position . of director
2656.
'
Parking of Vehicles Act-" Owner-onus"
provisions, 978.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1720.
Penal Department-Pentridge gaol, 977,
1111, 1493; warders, 977; custody of
youths and girls on remand, 1111; constructional work at Langi Kal Kal and
F.rench Island training centres, 1493.
Petrol-After hours trading, 922.
Point of Order-Reference to a decision
of the House, 2854.
Police Department-Collection of debts
722; strength of force, 811; increase i~
services, 811.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Act-Prosecutions, 861.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 27, 74, 142, 146, 161, 163, 164.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2672.

Petty, Mr. H. R.-continued.
Railway Department - Duplication of
Camberwell-Alamein line, 809.
Road Traffic Re.gulations-Right-hand
turn; 1402.
Slum Reclamation-Provision of funds
133.
•
State Accident Insurance Office-Financial operations, 915, 2781.
State Motor Car Insurance Office-Accumulated loss, 433; proposed increase of
third party insurance premiums, 433;
·offi·ce accommodation, 433; financial
operations, 915.
Supply, 432, 721.
Town and Country Planning (Metro,poUtan Area) Bill, 2421, 2422, 2424.
Trade Holidays, 812, 1319.
Transport Regulation (Amendment) Bill,
2576.
Transport Regulation Board-Effect of
restrictive regulations, 434.
Transport Services-Provision of faci1i~
ties, 1320.
Valuation of Land Bill, 695, 1419.
Rulings
and
Chairman-

Statements

a8

Acting

Debate-Relevancy of remarks, 1275;
orderly conduct while member addressing the Committee, 1278.
Picture Theatres-Seating of patrons, 1568.
Pig Industry. (See" Primary Production.")
Police Department-Cars and Motor-cycles-Provision of additional vehicles, (qn.) 32.
Chief Oommissioner-Services of Mr.
Duncan, 2785, 2786; appointment of
Mr. Porter, 2786.
Duties of Police-Service or summonses,
2214, 2786.-Delegation of duties, 2214,
2787.
F'inance-Increased expenditure,
(qnJ
32.-Supplementary expenditure for
year 1953-54, 613.-Financial provision:
For larger staff, 954; for salary increases, overtime, and higher allowances, 173, 1917.
Geelong Area-Ratio of police to population, (qn.) 1110.
. Property-Purchase of "Sutton Grange,"
2785.
Retiring Allowances-Pensions, annual
allowances, and compensation, 2778.
Royal Visit-Bonus for services of police,
637, (qnJ 1875, 2784, 2785.
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Police Department-continu,ed.
Staff-Increase of personnel, (qn,) 32; reo
cruitment of staff, 749, 2786.-..<::;trength
of force since 1950, (qn.) 811.-Annual
staff increase, 954.-Appointment of
additional traffic police, 958.
Stations-Site for new station at North
Coburg, 2784.
Police Offences (Female Offenders) BillReceived from Council and first reading, 1102; second reading, 1186, 1502;
Committee, 1512; remaining stages.
1517.
Police Offences (Obscene Publica.tions) Act
-Prosecutions, (qnJ 861.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications) Bill
-Introduction and first reading, 10;
second reading, 21, 74, 85; Committee,
118, 140; third reading, 165.-Council'~
amendment dealt with, 502, 518.
Police Offences (Sports Grounds) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2414;
second reading, 2447; remaining stages.
2449.
Police Offences (Unlawful Games) BilJIntroduction and first reading, 10;
second reading, 11, 65; remaining
stages, 72.
Poliomyelitis.
(See " Department ot
Health.")
Political Parties. (See" Country Party,"
" Party Leader" and " Victorian Liberal
Party.")
Political Situation--2842, 2845, 2848, 2856,
2869, 2875, 2879, 2883, 2893, 2895, 2901,
2903, 2907, 2913, 2915, 2920, 2924.
Poor Persons Legal Assistance Acts-Assets
of applicants. (See" Statutes Amendment Bill.")
•
Portland Harbor-Development, 530; consideration of report of Public Works
Committee, 530.-Wheat storage facilities, 530. (See also "Portland Harbor
Trust (Amendment> Bill.")
Portland Harbor Trust (Amendment) BiIlIntroduction and first reading, 1111;
second reading, 1181, 1449; remaining
stages, 1453.
Port Phillip Bay. (See" Fishing Industry"
and" Public Works Department.")
Potatoes-Supplies to public, 523.-Prosecutions for black marketing, 523.-Price
control, 637, 1300, 2220.-Wholesale
price, 880, 903.-Interstate sales, 903.Marketing: Arrangements, 904, 2812,

Pota toes-continued.
2814; interstate conference, 2814; suggested three-State marketing plan, 905.
-Price guarantee, 905.-Cost. of production for growers, (qn.) 978.-Returns
to growers, 2221, 2812.-Federal control of industry, 2222.
(See also
"Potato Marketing Board.")
Potato Marketing Board-Report and
recommendations of Select Committee,
520, 2220.
Poultry. (See" Primary Production.")
Price ControlAdministration and F'inance-Annual cost
and financial provision, 522, 562, 637,
2220, 2795.-Reduction of staff, 523,
637.-Duties of staff, 881.
.
Ale.-Price of bottled beer in Mildura,
2406.

Butter-Price, 2395.
Fi81v-Price, 516, 737, 835; proposed investigation, 516.-Marketing operations
of wholesalers, 518.
Footwea.r-Quality and price, 518, 548,
836.
Fru,it-Sale and price of frozen oranges,
517.-Price of apples, 525. (See also
.. Department of Agriculture-Fruit.")
Ham and Bacon-Prices, 2029, 2031.
Onions. (See" Onion Marketing Board.")
Petrol-Price, 562, 2389, 2395.
Potatoes. (See" Potatoes" and "Potato
Marketing Board.")
Price Control-Continuation or abolition
of system, 562, 2205, 2211, 2394, 2403,
2407, 2414, 2795, 2796.
Regulation.s-Breaches, (qn.) 30.
Rents. (See" Landlord and Tenant Act.")

Retail Stores-Inspection, 518.
Steel-Price, 1844, 1845.
Vegetables-Sale and price of cabbages
and swede turnips, 517; price of beans,
525.
Primary Production-Subsidies for egg and
bacon industries, (qn,) 732, 823.-Prices
of primary products, 751.-Cost of production of pig meats, 751.-World
markets, 815, 985.-Production costs,
815, 903, 985, 1017, 1300.-Freight
charges, 829, 944, 986.-Condition of egg
industry, 903.~Scientific information
for 'farmers, 945.-Government assistance for industries, 985.-Drift of farm
labour to cities, 1020.-Fodder conservation, 1301, 1325.-Availability of farm
la.bour, 1302.-Storage of dairy products
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Pdmary Production-cont·inued.
and meat, (qn.) 1660.
(See also
"Dairying Industry" and" Department
of Agriculture.")
Printing Committee-Appointed, 55.
Prisons. (See" Penal Department.")
Privy Council. (See'~ Road Transport" and
.. Transport Regulation (Amendment>
Bill." )
Probate Duty-Revenue, (qn.) 220, 816, 827,
865.-Assessments for 1953-54, 825.Suggested reduction of rates, 865.
Public Accounts Committee. (See" Committee of Public Accounts.")
Public Amenities. (See" Municipalities.")
Public Debt-Budget statement, 592; interest and sinking fund paymen ts, 592,
932.-Increase, 848.
Public Officers' Salaries Bill-Appropriation resolUtion, 1222; introduction and
first reading, 1223; second reading,
1582, 1800; remaining stages, 1805.
Public Service-Remuneration of senior
administrative officials, 2766, 2767. (See
also .. Public Service (Amendment)
Bill" and .. Public Service Board.")
Public Service (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1298; second;
reading, 1361, 1497; remaining stages,
1497.
Public Service Board-Salaries of public
servants, 2213, 2765, 2769.
Public Trustee-Financial result of operations,
643.-Periodical
Government
votes for wages and contingencies, 643.
Public Works-Inspection by members of
Parliament, 545.-Proposed advisory
panel, (qn.) 732.-Programme, 993.
(See also" Public Works Loan Application Bill.")
Public Works Committee-Inquiry into proposed crossing of Yarra river at
Cowper-street, South Melbourne, (qn.)
32.
Public \VOl'ks Department-Cost of completing buildings at Law Courts, (qnJ
221.-Cost of completing sea wall at
Point Ormond, (qn.) 222.-Ports and
Harbors Branch: Increased charges,
827; foreshore improvement, 2219;
piers, jetties and harbors, 2811.~
Government grants for provision of
country recreation halls, playing arenas
and swimming pools, 855, 929, 946, 965,

Public Works Department-continued.
994, 2226.-Queenscliff life-boat, 1327,
1402.-Control of boats in Port Phillip
Bay, 1403.-Additional finance for
works, 1917.
Public Works Loan Application BiIlIntroduction and first reading, 2316;
second reading, 2415; appropriation
resolution, 2657; second-reading debate
resumed,
2658;
Committee,
2676;
remaining stages, 2686.

Q.
Quail Season. (See" Fisheries and Game
Department." )
Queen Elizabeth TI.-Joint Address of Welcome: Presentation, 6; Her Majesty's
reply, 6.-Motion for adoption of
Address-in-Reply to Her Majesty's
Speech on opening of Parliament, 6;
seconded, 8; Address-in-Reply adopted,
9; presentation to His Excellency the
Governor, 9, 10.-Royal visit to Victoria: Cost to Government, (qn.) 32,
607; grants to country municipalities,
(qn.) 1111; services of troops and
police, 2786,
Queenscliff Lifeboat.
Department.")

(See" Public Works

Queen's l\:iemorial Infectious Diseases Hos~
pital, Fairfield. (See" Hospitals.")
Queen Victoria Market-Improvement or
rebuilding,and control of operations,
(qn.) 1660.
Questions to Ministers-Questions in the
nature of motions for returns, 922.

R.
Rabbit Poisoning.
ment.")
Racecourse Betting.

(See" Lands

Depart-

(See" Taxation.")

Racecourses Licences Board-Delicensing of
country race clubs, 2769, 2772, 2773,
2774. - Morwell racecourse, 2774. Wycheproof racing club, 2775.
Racing Clubs. (See" Horse Racing" and
.. Taxation-Rac1m.g.")
Railway DepartmentAccidents to Passengers-Compensation
for injuries, 615; maximum payment
under Railways Act, 668.
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RaHway Department-continued.
Administration Action
to
secure
efficiency, 753.-Suggested inquiry into
management and methods, 827, 960,
997, 1308, 2816.-Problems, 957.
Advertisements-Hoarding posters, (qn.)
1358.
Branch Lines-Closing, 550, 853, 996, 2217,
2225.
Claims-Damage to goods: Financial pro~
vision to meet claims, 615; number 01
claims, (qn.) 732; amounts paid, (qnJ
732.
Commissioners--Salaries and allowances,
(qnJ 1581. (See also" Railways (Commissioners' Salaries) Bill.")
Country Lines-Upper Ferntree Gully~
Gembrook: Closure, 224, 406, 546; elec~
trification of Upper Ferntree GullyEmerald section, 407; construction of
broad-gauge line. 10ll.-Passenger ser~
vice to Mornington. 654. 1307." 1308.--~
Buffet car servIce, lqn. ~ 731.-Closing
of Beechworth-Yackandandah line, 853,
2217.--Subsidizing of "developmental"
lines, 913.-Gippsland lines: Electrifica~
tion, 928, 1013, 1025, 2209; WarragulBairnsdale passenger service, 928. 2219;
passenger
service
on
Dandenong~
Warragul section, 1025; Warragul-Melbourne " school" train, 1025.--Service on Yarram line, 2212.-Restoration of Wangaratta-Bright service,
2213.-Melbourne - Geelong
passenger
serVIce, 2213. (See also" North Geelong
to Fyansford Railway Construction
Bill.")
Duplication

Geelong,
Alamein,
975.

and Regrading-Melbourne-

(qn.)
386. - Camberwell(qnJ 809o-Ringwood line,

for
wages
amI
salaries, pensions and superannuation,
pay-roll tax, insurance, and long service
leave, 173, 595, 615.-Debt charges, 173.
-Finance for supply of .electricity to
employees'
homes,
397.-Estimated
revenue and expenditure for 1954-55
financial year, 594.-Deficits, 594, 882,
889, 958, 1023.-Revenue from goods
and passenger traffic, 595, 958.-Interest
on capital liability, 614.-Contribution
to Accident and Fire Insurance Fund,
615.-Effect of concessional rates for
carriage of primary products. 888;
Treasury subsidies towards freight concessions, 2798, 2806

Finance-Provision

Railway Department-continued.
Freights and Fares-Rates, 401, 550, 557,
713, 854, 883, 889, 928, 997, 1013, 1018,
2397, 2815.-Freight on wheat, cement
and steel posts, 986, 1019.-Cost of
increased freight charges to country
people, 964, 986.-Freight on primary
produce, 975.
Goods Traffi,c.-Transport 0f sawn timber
from Daylesford, 883; from Gippsland,
928.-Carriage of wool, 948.-Delays to
goods in transit, 10ll.-Time for unloading trucks, 884; demurrage charges,
884, 976, 2815.
Industrial Disputes-Number of strikes,
968.
Interstc(,te Trains-" Overland" express:
Seats and berths, 959; proposed second
division, 959; late running, 960, (qnJ
1074, 1844, 1845; advance bookings, 961.
_" Spirit of Progress": Standard of
service, 1844, 1845.
Land and Leases-IncreasQd rents for
railway property, 401.-Leases, sites,
and rentals of grain sheds, 713.-Lease
of property at St. Ja~es, 997.
Level Orossings-Accidents (qnJ 385,
1459.-Measures to reduce accidents,
595, (qn.) 1792o-Abolition of crossings,
595. 868, 870, 961, 991, 994, 1013,
1.023, 1312,.-Level Crossings Fund,
595, 867, 932, 987o-Speed of trains at
dangerous crossings, 987.
Livestock--Unloading of trucks at Newmarket, 860, 976.-Animals killed or
injured during transit, 1010, 1019.
Mount Buffalo Ch(('let-Application for
liquor licence,(qn.) 978.
Railway

Renewa,Zs

ctncl

Replacements

Fund-Statutory payments and special
contributions, 615, 734, 743, 746, 826.
865, 894; reserve, 2385.
Road Transport-Effect on railway operations, 933, 2212.-Commissioners' report
for year ended June, 1954, 2212. 2397.
Rolling-stock-Programme of maintenance works, 595.-Replacements, 933.Condition of rolling-stock in suburban
use, 959.-Purchase of new suburban
trains and equipment, 967.-Condition
of carriages on Box Hill lir-.e, 980.
Services-Reduction and suspension, 401.
-Caretaker service at Tarnagulla, 550.
-Metropolitan transport facilities, 890.
-Curtailment of services on country
lines, 903.-Improvements, 948.~Stop
ping of trains at wayside stations, 2225.

INDEX.

Rail way Departmen t-continued.
Staff-Transfers of engine drivers and
firemen, (qn.) 1581.
Stations and Buildings-Proposed new'
station between Pascoe Vale and Glenroy, 553.-Condition of buildings at
Merlynston, 1325.-Coburg island platform, 1326.
St. Kilda-Brighton Beach Tramway-Con-

dition of roadway and tram tracks,
2030, 2031, (qn.) 2539; maintenance
(qnJ 2539; future service, (qn.) 2539.
Superannuation-Payments to railwaymen, 2817.
Train Schedules-Late running of suburban and country trains, (qn.) 731,
959, 2816:-Issue of time-tables for
public purchase, (qn.) 810.-Time of
departure of Melbourne-Warragul train,
1026.-Departure of Gippsland trains
from Flinders-street station platforms,
1026.
Underground
Railway-Financing
of
project, 956.-Proposed construction,
956, 975.
Way and Works Branch-Programme of
maintenance works, 595.
Railway Loan Application Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2070; second
reading, 2158, 2450; Committee, 2467;
remaining stages, 2468.
Railways (Commissioners' Salaries)
Appropriation resolution, 2268;
duction and first reading, 2268;
reading, 2417" 2468; remaining
2468.

Billintrosecond
stag98,

Randles, Mr. P. J. (Brunswick).
Aged and Infirm Persons-Reduction of
fares on public transport, 1025.
Architects Registration Board-Deregis,tration of architects, 660.
Budget, 1022.
Co-operative' Housing Societies (Guarantees) Bill, 2194.
Crimes Act-Proposed amendments, 660.
Crimes Bill, 420.
Dog-Races Bill, 1543.
Education Department-The Educational
Magazine: Report re holiday trip by
students, 1023.
Gas and Fuel Corporation--Price and
quality of gas, 1023.
Government Departments-Renting of
offices, 1024.

Randles, Mr. P. J.-continued.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2022.
Housing Bill, 2186, 2189, 2190, 2191, 2193,
2194.
Law
Department-Consolidation
of
statutes, 1024.
Maternal and Child Hygiene-Government subsidy, 1023.
Municipalities-Maintenance of Queen's
Memorial Infectious Diseases Hospital,
1023.
Police Offences Act-Illegal use of motor
vehicles, 1024.
Railway Department-Abolition of level
crossings, 1023.
Real Estate Agents--Scale of charges.
661; activities of agents, 661, 720, 1757;
control, 662; deregistration, 721.
Statutes Amendment Bill, 2698.
Supply, 660, 720.
Truth Newspaper-Reports and photographs, 1022.
Real Estate-Activities of agents, 660, 720.Selling commission, 661, 720.-Deposits
on houses, 662.-Licensing of agents,
662, 721.
Recreation Reserves. (See" Municipalities.")
Refreshment Rooms, Parliamentary-Cost,
2763.
Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages
Acts-Anatomical examination of bodies
of deceased persons. (See" Statutes
Amendment Bill.")
River Improvement Trusts. (See" State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission.")
River Murray Waters Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 2070; second reading,
2079, 2432; Committee and remaining
stages, 2436.
Road Accidents-:-Causes, 547, 984.-Award
of damages, 711.-Suggested payment
by insurers, 711.-0bservance of speed
limits, 1297.
Roads .. (See" Country Roads Board" and
" Municipalities.")
Road Transpor1r-Original provisions of
Transport Regulation (Amendment)
Bill (1953), 88l.-Restrictions, 903, 928,
933, 944, 1017, 1018, 2397.-Back loading
by growers' hauliers, 944.-Road transport fees, 966.-Capital investment in
vehicles and plant, 1019.--Suggested tax
on goods carried, 1300.-Interstate road
transport: Privy Council's decision,
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Road Transport-continued.
. 2206, 2212, 2408. (See also "Railway
Department" and "Transport Regulation (Amendment) Bill.")
Royal Agricultural Society. (See" Agricultural Showgrounds.")
Royal Commission on Allegations of
Improper Conductr-Monetary provision,
844, 847, 857.-Suggested appointment
of "Committee of Privileges," 873.Completion of inquiry, 2904.
Royal Commission on Espionage-Release of
Victorian Judge ·for Commonwealth
inquiry, 282, 426.
Royal Commissions-Availability of Supreme
Court Judges, 426.
Royal Mintr-Treasury payment, 173.
Royal Visit. (See" Queen Elizabeth II.")
Rural Finance' Corporation-Financial provision, 1306, 2382, 2384.
Rylah, Mr. A. G. (Kew).
Adoption of Children (Amendment> Bil1,
2600.
Aged Persons-Accommodation and care,
543; extension of municipal housekeeper
services,
543,
544;
Commonwealth
financial assistance, 544.
Auditor-General's Report, 748.
Bellarine Water Supply Bill, 1135.
Benefit Associations Act-Winding up of
funeral benefit associations, 299.
Bread Industry-Proposed reforms, 548.
Bridges
Across
Yarra
River-New
Johnston-street bridge, 32; town planning project, 32.
Budget, 950.
Building Materials-Effect of shortages
on public works programme, 542.
Building Regulations-Proposed legislation, 548.
Business of the House-Order of business,
347; private members' business, 1254.
Cemeteries Act-Cremation of person!>
who died in other States, 298, 387.
Chandler Highway and Bridge Bill, 165.
Children's Welfare Act-Proposed amendments, 548, 617.
Children's Welfare Bill, 1609, 1918, 1923,
1926, 1935, 1946, 1947, 1948, 1958.
Commonwealth Constitution-Need for
review, 950.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 753.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Financial assistance, 2799.

R.ylah, Mr. A. G.-continued.
Co-oper~tive Housing Societies (Guarar.·
tees) Bill, 2195.
Country Roads and Level Crossings FlCds
Bill, 1088.
Crimes Bill, 417, 424, 425.
Grown Proceedings Bill, 544.
Dog-Races Bill, 1544.
Education Department-Expenditure oC
financial
allocation,
663;
teaching
service, 2766; work at Deepdene State
school, 2789.
Estimates, 2765, 2786, 2787, 2789, 2799,
2804, 2811; Supplementary Estimates
for 1953-54, 747.
Finance (Racing) Bill, 1083.
Fisheries and Game Department-Netting
in Port Phillip Bay, 725.
Friendly Societies (Amendment> Bill.
1395, 1398.
Grievances, 1329.'
Han.sard-Retirement of Chief Reporter.
28.
Health (Amendment> Bill, 2020, 2021,
2025, 2094, 2101, 2107, 2108, 2111.
Health, Department of-Financial provision, 951; cost of administration, 952.
Health (Infectious Diseases) Bill, 300,
415.
Hospitals-Vacant beds, 861; additional
accommodation, 861.
Hospitals and Charities Commission-Bank overdrafts of subsidized hospitals,
814; availability of hospital beds, 953;
shortage of nurses, 953.
Housing-Retention of emergency settlements, 542; provision of alternative
accommodation,
542.-Camp
Pell:
Accommodation, 2537, 2804; occupants,
2537; availability of Commission houses,
2537.
Housing Bill, 2167, 2177, 2192.
Housing Commission-Acquisition of land,
118; claims ou.tstanding, 118; sale of
homes to tenan ts, 541, 2799; shortage of
buildirtg materials, 542; persons eligible
as tenants, 542; land transactions in
metropolitan
area,
619;
proposed
insurance plan, 2799.
Infectious Diseases Hospitals Bill. 1836,
1840, 1841.
Judges (Powers) Bill, 1440, 1442.
Judges Salaries-Revision, 2214.
Judges Salaries Bill, 2546.
Justices (Jurisdiction) Bill, 2273, 2280.
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Rylah, Mr. A. G.-continued.
Labour and Industry, Department of-Trading hours of shops, 2787, 2789;
activities of inspectors, 2789.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Administration of Fair Rents Board, 666;
Landlord and Tenant Bill, 2686, 2689, 2~90,
amending legislation, 2408.
2691.
Law Department-Housey-housey: Permits, 32; promoters' receipts and
disbursements,
32.--Congestion
in
courts, 545, 665; lack of court accommodation, 545, 665; shortage of· Judges,
545, 665; court cases awaiting hearing,
619, 665; additional Judges, 619; csurts
of petty sessions, 619; report of president
of Children's Court, 666.
Legislative Council Provinces-Electors
enrolled, 222.
Limitation of Actions Bill, 545.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 63.
Local Government (Amendmen t) Bill
2444, 2479, 2481, 2485.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works (Amendment) Bill, 1047, 1048,
1366.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Deficit, 956, 957; competition
from motor transport, 959; Cothamroad service, 959; Punt-road bus service,
1757.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board> Bill, 329, 331, 338, 345, 565.
Members of Parliament-Inspection of
public works, 545; appointment to
committees, 7'27.
Mental Hygiene Authority-Additions and
improvements to Kew Mental Hospital,
30; allocations and expenditure of loan
funds, 671; fencing at Kew Mental
. Hospital, 1252, 1329, 2790.
Metropolitan. Traffic Courts Bill, 1142.
Motor-car Registrations-Administrative
work of Police Force, 733.
Motor-car (Third Party) InsuranceCompensation in accident cases, 547;
suggested contributions by negligent
drivers, 547.
Municipalities-Extension of housekeeper
services, 543, 544.
Napier-street Bridge Bill, 1748, 1914.
Parking of Vehicles Act-Effect of
operation, 955.

Rylah, Mr. A. G.-continued.
Parking of Vehicles (Amendment) Bill,
1612, 1620.
Parliament House-Maintenance, 2214,
2811; proposed provision of new post
office and telephone exchange, 2811.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
, Bill, 1722, 1753.
Penal Department-Reform, 548; children
in Pentridge gaol, 666.
Personal
Explanation-Statement
in
debate, 2158.
Points of Order--Statements in debate,
1725, 2166.
Police Departinent-Duties 'of police, 733,
2214, 2786; increased salaries, 749;
recruitment of staff, 749, 958, 2786;
staff position, 954.-Chief Commissioner: Retirement of Mr. Duncan,
2786; appointment of Mr. Porter, 2786.
Police Offences Act-Illegal use of motorcars, 750, 2787.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 27, 115, 143, 146, 502.
Price Control, 2407.
Public Accounts, Committee of-Proposed
reappointment, 664.
Public Service Board-Revision of salary
margins, 2213, 2766.
Public Transport-Tram and bus stoppages, 33.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2675.
Public Works Programme-Shortage of
building materials, 542.
Railway Department- Closure of Ferntree Gully to Gembrook line, 546; late
running of trains, 731, 959; proposed
underground railway, 956; administration, 957, 960; deficit, 958; interstate
train services, 959, 1844; suburban
rolling stock, 959; competition from
road transport, 2212; closing of country
lines, 2213; Geelong service, 2213.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2455.
Railways (Commissioners' Salaries) Bill,
2468.
Road Accidents-Observance of speed
limits, 1297.
Road Transport-Restr.iction of operations, 2212; interstate operations, 2408.
Slum Reclamation-Financial provision,
30, 137; estimated expenditure, 30.
Standing Order 8B-Objection to extension of member's time, 137.
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Rylah, Mr. A. G.-continued.
State Electricity Commission-Revenue
and operating costs, 119; allocations of
loan money, 618, 663.
State Ri~ers and Water Supply Commission-Loan allocations, 663, 769.Eildon township: Capital cost, 977;
offers for purchase, 977.-Explosion in
Jindivick tunnel, 1964.
State Savings Bank-Commissioners, 672;
loans to the State Electricity Commission and home purchasers, 672; loan
limits, 672.
Statute
Law
Revision
Committee-Practices in connexion with companies,
187, 1359; Transport Regulation Bill
1954, 1440, 2417; Transfer of Land Bill,
2201; Water Act 1928, 2841.
•
Statutes Amendment Bill, 2695, 2702.
Supply, 541, 547, 609, 662, 725, 2212.
Town and Country Planning Bill, 174, 300,
301, 303, 306, 307, 308.
Town and Country Planning (Metropolitan Area) Bill, 2001, 2418, 2423, 2425.
Trade Unions-Employees' dues: Collection by governmental instrumentalities,
1178.
Tramc Regulation-Breaches of regulations, 546, 1297; right-hand turn, 546,
749, 1108, 2787; cause of accidents, 547;
proposed traffic courts, 548; speed limit,
749, 958; conditions in city area, 954,
956, 957; operation of signal .lights,
1048.
Transfer of Land Act-Amending legisla tion, 544, 548.
Transfer of Land Bill, 2485, 2486, 2491.
Transport Regulation (Amendment) Bill,
2499, 2552, 2581, 2588, 2589.
Transport Regulation Bill, 1876.
Treasury-System of accounting, 748.
Valuation of Land Bill, 694, 1436.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1210, 1264, 1338, 1343, 1346.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2406.
Water (Connexions to Mains) Bill, 2493,
2494.
S.
Scully, Mr. F. R. (Richmond).
Cemeteries Act-Cremation of persons
who died in other States, 298.
Children's Welfare Act-Number of adoption orders, 2268.

Scully, Mr. F. R-continued.
Communism, 2883, 2893.
Court of Industrial Appeals-Members,
2068; payments and allowances, 2068;
number of cases, 2068.
Forests (Amendment)
1879, 2012.

Bill, 1404, 1546,

Geological Museum-Reopening, 298.
Gippsland Hospital, Sale, 221.
Immigration - Medica'l examination
migrants, 1072.

of

Labour and Industry, Dept. of-Furniture
manufacture: Chinese labour, 619; infringement of shop trading hours, 673;
convictions and penalties, 673; annual
trade holidays, 812; carriage of produce
by farmers, 979; carriage of stores to
f.armers, 979.
Law Department-Housey-housey permits:
Promoters' receipts and disbursements,
33.-County Court actions awaiting
trial, 221, 620; courts of petty sessions,
221, 620; High Court 'buildings, 221;
Supreme Court ~ctions awaiting trial,
620; additional Judges, 620; cases of
alleged criminal assault, 673; corporal
punishment, 861.-Australian. Legion of
Ex-Servicemen and Women: Permits
for r affies, 2539.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board-Motor-omnibus
fleet,
73;
Latrobe-street system, 1492; extension
of North Coburg line, 1581.
Mount Buffalo Chalet 978.

Liquor licence,

Petrol-After.-hours trading,. 922.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 155, 156.
Political aituation, 2883, 2893.
Price Control-Breaches of regulations,
30.
Railway Department - Duplication of
Geelong-Me1bourne line, 386; buffet car
on country services, 731; late running
of trains, 731; payments made for claims
for damages, 732; duplication of
Camberwell-Alamein line, 810; issue of
time-tables, 810; times of arrival of
" Overland" express, 1074; unloading of
trucks at Newmarket, 1181; advertising

INDEX.

Scully, Mr. F. R.-continued.
poster, 1358; transfer of engine drivers
and firemen, 1581.-St. KHda-Brighton
electric tramway: Maintenance of
tracks, 2539; future service, 2539.
State Electricity Commission-Revenue
and operating costs, 119; Yallourn and
Morwell projects, 223, 298; funds for
capital works, 223; cost to consumers
of rural and metropolitan connexions,.
386; supply to country districts, 497,
978; room charge, 497; allocations of
loan money, 618; "self-help" scheme,
978; entry of employees upon Brighton
property, 2656.
State Forests Loan AppHcation Bill, 1876,
2077.
Transport Regulation Board - Revenue
and disbursements, 814; administrative
costs, 81~; permi ts. issued, 814; transfer
and sale of taxi-plates, 1252; hire car
and taxi licences, 1253.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2883,
2893.
Sessionll.l Period-Close of, 2833.

Sewerage-Country sewerage authorities:
Suggested Government guarantee of
-borrowings, 507; finance for necessary
schemes, 550; allocation of funds for
sewerage works, (qn.) 1110, 1311, (qn.)
1357; formula for .grants, (qn.) 1110.Facilities in northern suburbs of Melbourne, 553.-Sewerage scheme for
Wodonga, 2217.
Sheehan, Mr. J. J. (Ballarat).
Ballarat Base Hospital-Opening of tuberculosis and infectious· diseases block,
510; closing of repatriation ward, 511.
Budget, 832.
Cancer Institute--Government grant, 510;
establishment of clinics at hospitals,
510; treatment of cancer by X-ray and
radium, 510.
Commonwealth Constitution--Suggeste~
reform, 839.
Communism, 2897.
Decentralization-Effect of freight increases on country industries, 837, 838;
establishment of industries in country
towns, 837, 838; development of Latrobe
Valley, 838.
Decentralization
Fund
Government
contribution, 836.

Sheehan, Mr. J. J.-continued.
Entertainments Tax-Revenue, 833; reimposition, 833.
Estimates, 2772.
Fisheries and Game Department-·E.x- penditure on overtime, 835.
Housing Bill, 2183.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Rent control.
836.
Land Tax-Reimposition, 833.
Miners' Phthisis (Treasury AUowances)
Amendment Bill, 179B.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1693.
Points of Order-Statements in debate,
1376, 1377, 2221; relevancy of remarks,
2551.
}~olice Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 85.
Politica-l Situation, 2895.
Price Control-Price of fish, 835; price
of petrol, 836.
Racecourses Licences Board~DeUcensing
of country racing clubs, 2772.
Supply, 510.
Uniform Taxation-Reimbursement, 834~
abolition, 834.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment)
Bill, 1262.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2895.
Water (Connexions to Mains) Bill, 2492~
2494.
Shepherd, Mr. A. E. (Sunshine).
Apprenticeship (Amendment> Bill, 863.
1027, 1148, 1152.
Coal Mine Workers Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 17.
County Court (Judges) Bill, 1747.
Education
Department-Transfer
of
Barwon Heads school, 30; accommodation of scholars at Breamlea, 30.Pupils transferring to private schools:
Cost of transport, 119.-Transport of
pupils, 498, 920, 1253, 2411; hire of
buses, 498; closing of schools, 498,
1072; allocations and expenditure of
loan funds, 671, 2410; Teaching Service.
920, 1661, 2411; appointment of trainees.
920; unstaffed schools, 920; State
primary and secondary schools, 1072;
scholars, library facilities and teachers,
1072; annual cost of transport of
scholars, 1253; installation of hot-water
systems, 1359; staff position, 1661;
North Coburg State School: Flooding
of grounds, 1758; Port Weishpool
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Shepherd, Mr. A. E.-continued.
School, 2069; expenditure, 2409; intake
of pupils, 2410; secondary school accommodation, 2410; standard high school,
2411; school Jeaving age, 2411; installation of septic tanks, 2411; . school
. building programme, 2411, 2794; school
accommodation at Shepparton, 2412;
provIsiOn of additional class-rooms,
2413; Deepdene State School, 2793;
rebuilding of Somerville State School,
2793; Brighton Technical School playing
area, 2794.
Estimates, 2793.
Geelong and District Cultural Institute
Bill, 620, 1118.
Goods (Amendment) Bill, 1111, 1189, 1445,
1446.
Hide and Leather Industries (Suspension)
Bill, 1918, 1999.
Infectious Diseases Hospitals Bill, 1838.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 11, 19, 311, 312, 328, 330,
342, 347, 563.
Mildura College Lands (Amendment) Bill,
1918, 1990.
Price Control, 2414.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2672.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2070, 2158,
2455,2468.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill, 230l.
Transport Regulation Bill, 863, 1100, 1102.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2409.
'Shopkeepers. (See" Department of Labour
and Industry.")
'Slum Abolition.
mission.")

(See

.. Housing

Com-

'Smith, Mr. J. H. (Goulburn).
Caulfield Racecourse-Trustees: Appointments, 1251; meetings, 125l.
Estimates, 2808, 2811.
Lands Department-Wyperfeld National
Park, 810; rabbit poisoning, 810.
Soldier Settlement Commission-Murray
Valley area, 670; valuation of settlers'
·blocks, 670; purchase of properties,
1073.
Soldier Settlement (Financial) Bill, 1793,
1876, 2313.

Smith, Mr. J. H.-·continued.
Swan Hill Lands Exchange Bill, 1663,
1737.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds <Amendment) Bill, 621, 701, 1266, 1267, 1336,
1343, 1344, 1345, 1796.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds BranchNumber of Gippsland employees, 224;
cost of myxoma virus, 2808; destruction
of rabbits, 2808; cost of weedicide, 2808.
·Wat.er Bill, 1527.
Wirth's Park-Use of site, 1181.
Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric Authority
-Water for irrigation, (qn.) 730.Benefits, 927.~Diversion and distribution of waters: Victoria's share, 943.
Soil

Conservation-Enactment
lation, 1020.

of

legis-

Soldier Settlement CommissionAdministratio~Amending legislation to
remove anomalies, 398.
Blocks~ost, 394; writing down of value
of improvements, 393, 394, 560; allocation, 394; valuation of settlers' blocks
in Murray valley area, (qn.) 670, 906.
Gommissioners-Salaries and allowances,
(qn.) 1581.
Farms-Allotment of single-unit blocks,
560, 830, 1303, 2381; of farms purchased
by the Government, 2381, 2388.
Finance-Commonwealth-State
agreement, 393, 395.-Average cost of
settlements, 560, 2388.-Commission's
borrowing powers, 600.-Loan expenditure for year 1954-55, 60l.-Financial
provision, 830, 1304, 1305.~ommon
wealth financial assistance, 949, 2849.Expenditure by Governments on soldier
settlement, 2406.
Irrigation Settlements-Drainage facilities, 1303.
Land--Purchase of properties, and price,
391, 560, 820, 949, 1321, 2388.-Development of pasture land and dairy farms,
404.-Use of Crown lands for soldier
settlement, 60l.-Number and acreage
of properties pur·chased, (qnJ 1073.
Leases-Issue of interim leases, 393, 394,
907.-Valuation of blocks for leasing,
393, 394.-Ex-servicemen awaiting issue
of leases, 395, 560.
Loans to SettlerS-Interest, 817.-Number
of loans granted, 830.

(80)
Soldier

INDEX.
Set~lement

Commission-continued.

Murray Valley Irrigation Area--Drainage

scheme, 906.

Rents-Annual payments by settlers, 394,
395.-Increased rentals, 903.
Servicemen-Settlement
on
farms, 560, 600, 643, 830, 1303, 2381.--Applicants awaiting blocks, 1304.Progress of settlements, 2381.

Returned

Soldier Settlement (Financial) Bill-Appropriation resolution, 1793; introduction
and first reading, 1793; second reading,
1876, 2307; Committee, 2313; remaining
stages, 2315.
Speal{er, The (Holl. P. K. Sutton)-Rulings
and Statements ofAuditor-General's Report, 1582.
BUsiness of the House-Limi tation of
debate upon postponement motion, 300;
hour of meeting, 979.
Chairman of Committees-Tempor.ary, 10.
Close of Sessional Period, 2836.
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association-Visit to South Africa of the
honorable member for Gippsland South,
568, 862.
Debate-Remarks beyond scope of subjectmatter of Bill, &c., 25, 50, 130, 197, 241,
247, 1195, 1505, 1510, 1619, 1706, 1892,
2127, 2464, 2572, 2596, 2672, 2694, 2831,
2846, 2847, 2888; interjections, 47, 61,
122, 125, 126, 127, 189, 200,· 248, 252,
254, 25~ 57~ 611, 130~ 131~ 137~ 137~
1671, 1674, 1708, 1818, 1892, 2124, 2284,
2378, 2389, 2400, 2402, 2403, 2541, 2542,
2547, 2823, 2824, 2825, 2845, 2872, 2875,
2896, 2898; the Speaker's call, 54, 574,
1826; scope of discussion on motion
fixing date of resumption of debate, 60,
63, 611;
use
of
the
expression
" hypocrisy and effrontery," 68; member
referring to another as a "humbug,"
76; member to address the Chair, 80,
1202, 1605, 1801, 2386; ambit of debate
on second-reading motion, 117, 184,
1563, 1604, 2203, 2700; relevancy of
remarks, 189, 190, 196, 197, 206, 237,
238, 266, 1093, 1145, 1219, 1539, 1707,
1711, 1712, 1713, 1805, 1898, 2132, 2227,
2276, 2402, 2844; implication that motion
for adjournment to discuss urgent
question had been interfered with by
Mr. Speaker, 135; suspending Standing
Order 88 to enable member to continue

Speaker, The-continued.
speech, 137; expiration of time fOl'
debate on motion for adjournment to
discuss urgent question, 138; debate
developing into "private discussion,"
186,
1156;
member
using
the
expression "booze bench," ·238, 13.76;
member saying that another is used to
handling "utter rubbish," 267; maintaining proper conduct of debate, 576,
1136; member dealing with a question
in a non-controversial manner, 579;
refusing leave for extension of debate,
591; time limit for speeches on motion
for adjournment at close of sitting, 617,
729; discussing proposed legislation,
1078, 1681; members engaging in
informal discussion, 1156; silence when
Speaker rises, 1205, 1374, 2822, 2846,
2870;
Minister suggesting that a
"hypocritical approach" was made to
a question, 1209; use of the expression
"not really honest," 1209; extension of
time to enable member to continue his
speech, 1305; reference to Premier as
"a goat," 1309; member saying" All I
want is the truth," 1314; threat to leave
chair, 1314; reference to a .. spurious
point of order," 1374; member using the
term" amateur Commo," 1374; scope of
debate on motion for adjournment at
close of sitting, 1401, 1842; member
using the expression "deliberate lie,"
1460; comment reflecting on integrity
of members, 1507; using the expression
" Cain's Comma concubines," 1509:
concentration of criticism on member,
1676; exchanges across the table, 1704;
asserting that a member" tried to pull
what was a snide political trick," 1706;
member speaking of "The Ned Kellys
of the Country party," 1707; attributing
to a member "an ulterior motive,"
1712; personal explanation may be
made if member misrepresented, 1720;
division disallowed when request not
supported, 1726; con versa tions among
members, 1814, 2832; members referring to empty seats on the Government
side of the House, 1818; quotation from
newspaper article, 2377; member ·speaking of the " squaring" of other
members, 2393; reference to members
as " that crowd," 2569; calling a
member "a pompous humhug," 2823,
2824; naming of member, 2826; referring to member by other than his:
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Speaker, The-continued.
electoral district, 2848, 2860; extent of
extracts from pamphlet, 2867; member
saying "we will have less partisanship," 2898.
Disorder in Public Gallery, 2541, 2852,
2858.
Grievance Day, 1662.
Hansard-Retirement of Chief Reporter,
27; incorporation of tabulated statements, 29, 222, 385, 812, 921.
Members-Return to Parliamentary duty
of honorable member for Gippsland
East, 384; visi t to Sou th Africa of the
honorable member for Gippsland South,
568, 862; service of honorable member
for Williamstown, 568; return of honorable member for Essendon after
accident, 1181; bereavement of honorable member for Swan Hill, 1403; illness
of honorable member for Borung, 2031;
illness of honorable member for
Wonthaggi, 2315.
Motion for Adjournment of House at
Close
of
Sitting-Time limit for
speeches, 617, 729.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill-Passage by absolute majority,
1726.
Party Leader-Intimation by honorable
member for Carlton, 2841.
Personal Explanation-Pair in divi.:;ion,
118; prohibition of debate, 298; scope,
1130, 1720.
Petition re Overflowing of Elster Creek
and the Elwood Canal, 2540.
Queen Elizabeth n.-Presentation oj
joint address of welcome, 6; Her
Majesty's reply, 6; Address-in-Reply to
Her Majesty's Speech, 6; presentation
of Address-in-Reply, 10.
Questions-Prohibition of debate on
answers, 732; questions in the nature
of motions for returns, 922; indulging
in statement when asking question
without notice, 2539.
Standing Orders-Tardiness of members
in responding to the ringing of the
bells, 245; suspension of Standing Order
273c, 1662.
Statutes Amendment Bill-Constitutionality and legality, 2695, 2696, 2697,
2698, 2699, 2700.
Victorian Liberal Party, 1404.

(81)

Speaker, The-continued.
Want-of-Confidence Motion-Precedence
of preliminary business, 2841.
Wheat
Industry Stabilization
Bill-Correction of clerical error, 2158.
Stage Presentation-Newspaper publicity,
729, 730.
St.amps Act-Revenue, (qn.) 220.-Effect
on costs of industry, 817.-Valuation of
property and payment of stamp duty,
2805, 2806.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointed,
55.
" Starting Price" Bookmakers.
(See
" Betting.")
State Accident Insurance Office-Insurance
of State employees, 173.-Motor car
(third-party) insurance: Losses, 432,
642,916: claims for compensation, 917.Office accommodation, 433, 1024.Financia,l result of operations, 433, 641,
915.--Periodical Government votes for
wages and contingencies, 641.-Insurance Commissioner's report on workers'
compensation, 916, 918.-Recommendations of interstate conference of Insurance Commissioners, 917.
State Coal Mine-Estimated deficit for year
1954-55, 596.-Reduced coal production,
596.
State Electricity CommissionAppZietnccs-Ma.nufact.ure and sale, 431.
Capital Works-Funds for Yallourn and

Morwell projects, (qn.) 223.-Programme of developmental work, 1314.
Charges-Reduction, 409, 510, 556, 980.Room charges, (qn.) 497, 506, 521, 522,
557, 971, 1328.-Tariffs for domestic and
public lighting, 601.
and
of chairman, (qn,) 1581.

Com..missioners-Salary

allowance

Country Di8trict~-Supply or' electricity

to homes ·and farms: Capital cost of
connexions, (qn.) 386, 397, 398, 408, 521,
550, 556, 886, (qn.) 978, 995, 1324, 1328.
-Supplies: Installation by consumers
of three major electrical appliances,
887, 981, 984, 1324, 1328; to northeastern Victoria, 995; to Mornington
Peninsula, 1309-Long-range planning,
1000.
Equipment-Generating plant, 60l.-Idle

machinery at Morwell, 1315.

INDEX.

State Electricity Commission-continued.
Finance--R-evenue and operating costs,
(qn.) 119.-Loans and Government
allocations, 403, (qn.) 618, 2807.-Profit
for year 1953-54, 521.-Loan money for
works, 663.-Financial position of CommISSIon, 1316, 2382.-Loan raIsmgs,
2383.-Commonwealth short-term loan,
2388.-Finance for. supply of electricity
to small land owners, 2392.

State Rivers and Water Supply Commission

Kiewa Hydro-electric Scheme-Expendi-

F'irst Mildura Irrigation Trust-Govern-

ture, 432.-Finandal provision, 854.
Metropolitan A rea--Service connexions:
" Self-help" scheme and area loans,
(qnJ 386, 522.-Entry of employees
upon Brighton property, (qn.) 2656.
Morwell Brown Coal Project-Recommencement of work, (qn.) 298.Installation of generating and briquetting plant, 561, 602.-Progress of works,
927.-Loan and other moneys available
for works, (qn.) 1071, 1312.-Purchase
and cost of briquetting plant, 1314.. Description of project as "White
Elephant," 1321.
Power Stations-Extensions, 602.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing)
Bill-Appropriation resolution, 1989;
introduction and first reading, 1989;
second reading, 2075, 2282; committee,
2291; remaining stages, 2301.
State Forests Loan Application BillIntroduction and first reading, 1876;
second reading, 2077, 2470; remaining
stages, 2478.
State Instrumentalities-Salaries and allowances of Commissioners and members,
(qnJ 1581.
" State Parliamentary" Labour Party. (See
"Party Leader.")
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission
Channels Maintenance expenditure,
(qn.) 325.-Condition, 942.
Commissioners--Salaries and allowances,
(qn.) 1581.
Drainage-Murray Valley drainage works,
1303, 1304.-Grant to Loch Calvert
Drainage Trust, (qn.) 1580.-Improvement of Carrum district drainage
system, (qnJ 2656.
Eildon 'Weir-Progress of enlargement
works, 599.-Township: Capital cost,
(qn.) 977; offers for purchase, 977.Expenditure, (qn.) 1792.-Auction of
flat dwellings, 2392.

-continued.
Finance-Revenue,

(qn.) 220.-Expendi~
ture on maintenance work, 173, (qn.)
221.-Financial prOVISlQn for year
1954-55, 173, 599, 600.-Compensation to
landholders, (qn.) 385.-Funds for
drainage and river improvement trusts,
508.-AIUocation of loan mon;ey for
works, (qn.) 618, 663, 769.

ment subsidy, 742.
Flood Protect'ion -

Finance for works,

2226.
Hume 'Weir-Commonwealth-State agree-

ment to increase capacity, 600.-Enlargement, 908, 943.-Bolga-Bethanga
peninsula: Provision of punt, 2217.
Irrigation-Water for 1954-55 irrigation
season, 943.-Extension of facilities, 989.
Latrobe Valley - Water supply, 600.Disposal of industrial wastes and
sewage, 600.-Morwell project: Pipeline,
and maintenance, (qn.) 977.
Maffra-Sale

Irrigation

Area-Diversion

weir at Glenmaggie, 930.
Marraboor Weir-Construction and operation, (qn.) 731, 943.
Mornington Penins'ula - Water supply,
1008. 1026, 1309, 2405, 2812.
Rates-Increased water supply charges,
(qn.) 385, 903.-Drainage rates, (qn.)
385.-Vari-ation of rates at Berwick
and Pakenham, 2812.
River Improvement-Government grants
to trusts, 929, 965, 2219, 2398.-Improvement works along Avon river, 930.
Sewerage-Funds for country projects,
550, 832.
Shires

0/

Phillip Island and Bass-Water

supply scheme, 650.
Staff-Proposed ex gratia payment to Mr.

Cullen, Tallangatta,
engineers, 2766.

853.

~

Loss

of

Tallangatta Township-Transfer to new

site: Compensation payments, 853;
progress of transfer operations, 908.
Tarago River Diversion Tunnel-Resump-

tion of work, 599.-Length of tunnel,
and contract for work, (qn.) 1661.Date for completion of work, (qn.)
1792.-Explosion in tunnel, 1964.
TOTTumbarry System - Correspondence
with Murray Valley Development
League re ·seepage, 942.
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State Rivers and W'ater Supply Commission
-continued.
Underground Water. - Investigation of
resourees, 600.
Water Supplies and Works-Supply to
City of Geelong, 432; to country towns,
550, 832; to Barnawartha, 852; to
Goroke, 947; to areas south of the
Dividing Range, 936, 939, 2392; to
Gippsland
towns,
2226.-Wallington
scheme, 937.-Use and extension of
existing rural services, 936, 939, 1328.Approved town water supply works,
(qn.)
1073, 1303.-Expenditure on
country projects, 2383.
Water Trusts -

Formation in country
towns, 2226; finance, 2226.
(See also" Bellarine Water Supply Bill,"
"River Murray Waters Bill," "Water
Bill," "'Water Supply Loan Application
Bill" and" Waterworks Authorities.")

State Savings Bank (Deposits) BillIntroduction and first reading, 10;
second reading, 13, 140; remaining
stages, 140.
State Savings Bank of Victoria-Funds for
co-operative housing societies, 405.Commissioners, (qnJ 672.-Loans to
State Electricity Commission and home
purchasers, 672.-Use of savings for
home building, 938. (See also .. State
Savings Bank (Deposits) Bill.")
Statute Law Revision Committee - Assembly members appointed, 6.-Reports
presented: Reports on amendments of
the law relating ,to fraudulent practices
by companies and firms, 187, 1359;
on the Transfer of Land Bill, 2201;
on Transport Regulation Bill, 1440, 2417;
on amendments of the Water Act 1928,
2841-Assistance of counsel at inquiry
into practices of companies, 563.
Statutes Amendment Bill-Received from
Council and first reading, 1911; second
reading, 1991, 2692; Committee, 2702;
remaining stages, 2711.
Statutes, Consolidation
Department.")

of.

(See .. Law

Stirling, Mr. H. V. (Swan Hill).
Agriculture, Department of-Loss of experienced staff. 945; recruitment of staff,
946. '

Stirling, Mr. H. V.-continued.
Budget, 942.
County Road Board roads, 942.

Maintenance of

Education
Department - Closing
of
country schools, 944; recruitment of
teachers, 945; amenities for teachers'
residences, 945; installation of hot water
services, 1359.
Housing Bill, 2164.
Labour and Industry Act-Carriage of
produce by farmers, 979, 1582; carriage
of stores to farmers, 979, 1582.
Land Tax-Revenue, 942; revaluation of
land, 942.
Licensing Court-Club licences, 1357;
wine and spirit licences, 1357.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 244.
Primary Production-Effect of land tax
on costs, 942; costs of production, 945.
Public Halls-Grants to municipalities,
946.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 2665.
Railway Department-Buffet car on
country services, 731; unloading of
trucks at Newmarket, 860, 976; freight
charges, 944.
Road Transpol't-Restriction on operations, 944.
Snowy Mountains 'Hydro-Electric Scheme
-Water for irrigation, 730; distribution of water, 943.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Increased charges, 385; maintenance of channels, 385; compensation to
landholders, 385; Marraboor weir, 731..
943; irrigation system, 942; deterioration of channels. 942; Torrumbarry
system, 942; supplies for irrigation, 943;
enlargement of Hume weir, 943.
. Swan Hill Lands Exchange Bill, 1737.
Swine Compensation Act-Payments from
fund, 1110.
Tattersall Consultations - Subscriptions,
1250; allocation of revenue, 1250.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment)
Bill, 1216, 1264, 1332.
Water Bill, 2430.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill, 1896.
Wheat Industry Stalbilization Bill, 1815.

INpEX.

St. John Ambulance Association-Government grant, 926.
St. Kilda Baths-Condition, 900.

St. Kilda-Brighton Beach Tramway.

(See

"Railway Department.")
Stoddart, Mr.H. O. (Gippsland North).
Betting-Winning bets tax, 1012.
Budget, 1012.
Country Roads Board-Improvement of
highways, 1014; roa.ds to Victorian snow
fields, 1015.
Decentralization, 1014.
Education Department-School facilities
in the Latrobe Valley, 1013.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill,
1369.
Housing Commission-Housing proj'ect at
Dandenong, 1015; units for pensioners,
1016.
Latrobe Valley-Development, 1013.
Law Department-Condition of country
court houses, 1015; establishment of
rural courts of petty sessions, 1015.
Licensing Act-Hotel trading hours, 1016.
Olympic Games 1956, 1015.
Point of Order-Statement in debate,
1390.
Railway
Department - Reduction
of
freight rates, 1013; electrification of
line to Trara1gon, 1013; abolition of
level crossings, 1013.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2457.
State Electricity Commission-:-Supply of
electric power in Yallourn area, 1014.
Supply, 644.
Victorian Civil Ambulance ServiceConditions in service, 644; affidavit by
Mr. Roy Green, 644.
Stoneham, Mr. C. P. (Midlands).
Agriculture,
Department
of-Pasture
development, 670; work of Mr. H. A. J.
Pittman, 670; combative measures
against footrot, 670; destruction by
pests of Wimmera and Mallee crops,
733; potato industry, 978, 2814; cost of
production, 978; frost damage to fruit
crop in Horsham area, 2031; requirements at Dookie Agricultural Colleges,
2814; inspection of fruit, 2814.
Bellarine Water Supply Bill, 679, 707, 710,
1138, 1140.

Stoneham, Mr. C. P.-continued.
Cattle and Swine Compensation Act-State of funds, 812.
Drainage
Colac
grant, 1580.

Trust-Governmen t

Cool Stores--Storage of dairy products
and meat, 1660.
Country Sewerage Authorities-Allocation of funds, 1110.
Dairying Industry-Butter produced and
exported, 221; Federal subsidy, 221.
Debate-Withdrawal
to, 2224.

of statement objected

Decentralization--Freight subsidies
country industries, 2069.

for

Egg and Egg Pulp Marketing BoardCollection, preparation and disposal of
eggs, 498.
Estimates, 2814.
Grain Elevators Board-Handling
1954-55 wheat harvest, 1792.

of

Latrobe Valley Water and Sewerage
Board-Employees, 1358; administrative costs, 1358;. outfall sewer, 1358;
annual expenditure, 1875; discharge of
effluent to sea, 1875.
Milk Board-Agency
peninsula, 730.

on

Mornington

Pota.to Marketing Board-Condi tions in
potato-growing industry, 2814; marketing of potatoes, 2814.
River Murray Waters Bill, 2070, 2079.
Sewerage Installations-Latrobe Valley
authorities, 1357; loan fund allocations,
1357.
Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric Scheme
-Water for irrigation, 730.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Revenue,
221;
maintenance
expenditure, 221; increased charges,
385; maintenance of channels, 385;
compensation to landholders, 385; allocations of loan money, 618; construction of Marraboor weir, 731; Morwell
project, 977; pipeline and mains,' 997.Eildon township: Capital cost, 977;
offers for purchase, 977.-Town water
supply works, 1073; Tarago river
diversion tunnel, 1661, 1792; con tract
for work, 1661; expenditure on Eildon
dam, 1792; Carrum district drainage
system, 2657.
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Stoneham, Mr. C. P.-continued.
Swine
Compensation
Act-Payments
from fund, 1110.
Water Bill, 620, 705, 707, 1526, 1527, 2426,
2430, 2431, 2432.
Water (Connexions to Mains) Bill, 1530.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill, 1663,
1741, 1885, 1910, 1911.
Waterworks Authorities-Legal
costs,
1662; compensation .for flood damage,
1662.
Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill, 1663,
1738, 1832, 1834, 2158.
Sunday Newspaper.
Storm Damage.

(See" Newspapers.")

(See" Municipalities.")

Superannuation - State
Superannuation
Fund: Cost of increasing value of units,
(qn.) 221, 526, 527.-Amending legislation, 285-4, 2881, 2896. (See also
"Railway Department" and "Superannuation (Female Officers) Bill.")
Superannuation (Female Officers) BiIlAppropriation resolution, 388; introduction and first reading, 388; second
reading, 410; remaining stages, 411.
Supplementary
" Estimates.")

(See

Estimates.

T.
Tarago River.
(See" State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission.")
Tattersall Consultations-Transfer to and
operation in Victoria, 537, 851, 897, 902,
925, 988.-Payments to Hospitals and
Charities Fund, 598.-Sale of tickets:
Appointment of accredited representatives, 723.-Revenue, 821, 851, 877, 913,
933~-Premier's conference with New
Zealand Prime Minister, 878; payment
to New Zealand Government, 2798,
2805.-Effect of consultations on trade
and industry, 933.-Subscriptions and
allocation of revenue, (qn.) 1250.
TaxationCommonwealth Pay-roll Tax-Payments

'by Government
2805.

Departments,

2797,

Entel'tainments Tax-Revenue, (qn.) 220,

827,961; minimum and maximum rates,
593; exemptions, 593.-Reimposition in
Victoria, 817, 827, 833, 866, 961, 1302.Tax on admission charges to Olympic
Games, 852.-Reduced rates, 891, 985.Prices of admission to picture theatres
and football matches, 891.
Land Tax-Revenue, (qn.) 220, 817, 826,
851, 866, 942.-Increased rates, 826.Effect on primary production, 866, 942.
-Land valuations, 942.
collected in Victoria
from 1948 to 1953, (qn.) 119.-Commonwealth reimbursements to Victoria, 504,
528, 529, 913.
Racing Taxation..-Winning bets tax:
Revenue, (qn.) 220; abolition, 402, 593,
818, 840, 985, 1302.-Tax on bookmakers'
turnover, 593, 818, 840, 842, 985.-Stamp
duty on betting tickets, 593.-Abolition
of bookrrmikers' super tax, 594.Abolition of tax on gross revenue of
clubs, 594.-Tax concessions, 839, 990,
1012.-Estimated ,revenue, 842. (See
also "Totalizator Act" and "Totalizator (Amendment) Bill.")
Pet?'ol Tax-Sum

Supply, Committee of-Appointed, 139.Votes on account, 171, 391, 425, 502, 519,.
605, 636, 711, 1916, 2205.
Supreme Court Act--Interest on costs.
"Statutes Amendment Bill.")

(See

Surplus Revenue Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 1298; second reading, 1362,
1528; remaining stages, 1530.
Sutton, Mr. P. K. (Albert Park).
(See " Speaker,
Sutton).").

The

(Hon.

P.

K.

Swan Hill Lands Exchange Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1663; second
reading, 1737; remaining stages, 1738.
Swimming Pools.

(See" Municipalities.")

Swine. (See" Cattle and Swine Compensation.")

Teachers
Tribunal.
Department." )

(See

" Education

Timber Industry-Transport of sawn timber
from Daylesford, 883; from Gippsland,
928.-00ntracts for milling timber, 940.
--Sawmillers' profits, 1005.
Titles Office-Employment of
assistance, 2790.

temporary
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Totalizator Act-Deductions from investments: Revenue, (qn.) 220; Government's percentage, 594; racing clubs'
proportion, 594, 8l8.-Payments to
Hospitals and Charities Fund, 598.-Use
of portable machines on country racecourses, 871.-Sale of un-numbered
tickets, 878.
(See also .. Totalizator
(Amendment) Bill.")
Totalizator (Amendment) Bill-Appropriation resolution, 1040; introduction and
first reading, 1040; second reading, 1116,
1191; remaining stages, 1196.
Tovell, Brigadier R. W. (Brighton).
Auditor-General's Report-Availability for
Budget debate, 848.
Auditor-General's Salary Bill, 699.
Budget, 847.
Children's Welfare Bill, 762.
Commonwealth Pay-roll Tax, 2797.
Dafydd
Lewis Scholarship-Case
of
university student, 2783.
Dental College and Hospital-Cost of
operation, 497; training of students, 497.
Education Department----Brighton Technical School playing area, 2791.
Estimates, 2783, 2791, 2797.
Factories and Shops (Long-service Leave)
Act-Exemptions of employers, 722.
Loan Funds-Maintenance of school
buildings, 849.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 231.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks,
858, 859; statement in debate, 2393.
-Public Accounts Committee-Proposed
reappointment, 849.
Public Debt-Increase, 848.
Royal Commission on Allegations of
Improper Conduct-Financial provlsion,
847.
Supply, 722.
Uniform Taxation-Restoration of Statt"3
taxing powers, 848.
Towers, Mr. W. J. (Collingwood).
Personal Explanation-Pair in division,
118.
Town and Country Planning-Scheme for
Geelong, 432, 1003.-"':'Control of building
;n metropolitan area, 552.--0ase of shop

Town and Country Planning-continued.
owner in Bellarine Shire, 1003. (See'
a;lso ," Town and Country Planning
Bill " and .. Town and Country Planning
(Metropolitan Area) Bill.")
Town and Country Planning Bill-Introduction and first reading, 10; second reading, 14, 174; Committee, 186, 300; third
reading, 30S.
Town and Country Planning (Metropolitan
Area)
Bill-Introduction and first
:reading, 1663; second reading, 1727,
2001; Committee, 2006, 2418; remaining
stages, 2426.
Trade Holidays.
(See" Department of
Labour and Industry.")
Trade Unions - Collection of employees'
dues by Government instrumenta'lities.
(qn.) 1178.
Traftlc Court. (See" Metropolitan Traffic
Courts Bill.")
Traffic RegulationMetropolita'/1, Area-Control of traffic: In

City of Melbourne, 954, 955, 956; at
major city intersections, 1048, (qnJ
1661, 2787.-Removal of tram stops.
957.-Congestion in south suburban
areas, 1310; in shopping centres, 1320.
Parking-Parking of brewery wagon in
COllins-street, 954.-Vehicles parked
opposite safety zones, 957.-Vehicles,
on main metropolitan roads, (qn.) 1661.
-Parking officials acting as auxiliary
police, 2787.
546.-Centre
of the road right-hand turn, 546, 749,
1108, 1402, 2787, 2795, 2796.-Speed
limits, 617, 711, 749, 958.-Practices of
taxi drivers, 958, 1297.

Regulations--Enforcement,

Tramways. (See" Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways Board" and" Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
( Board) Bill." )
Transfer of Land Act-Amending Legislation, 544, 548. (See also .. Transfer of
Land Bill.")
Transfer of Land Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 620; second reading, 621;
appropriation resolution, 863; secondreading debate resumed, 2485; Committee, 2486; third reading, 2491.
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Transport, Public--Tram and bus stoppages (debate on motion for adjournment of House), 33.-Legislation affecting country interests, 851. - Metropolitan transport facilities, 890.-Consoli dation of laws, 899.-Policy for use
of most economic form of transport,
899.-Co-ordination of road and rail
transport systems, 948.-Glen Eira-road
bus service, 2914. (See also" Melbourne
and Metropolitan Tramways Board,"
.. Traffic
" Road
Transport"
and
Regulation." )

Trotting Control Board-Proposed grandstand at Royal Agricultural Showgrounds, 2770, 2771.-Administration,
2771, 2777.-Attendance of members at
country trotting meetings, 2771.Size
of
trotting
tracks,
2776.Financing of Bendigo Trotting Club,
2777.-Dates for trotting meetings,
2777.

Transport Regulation (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first reading, 2445;
second reading, 2495, 2552; Committee,
2580; third reading, 2595.

Tuberculosis-New building at Ballarat,
510.-Success of anti-tuberculosis campaign, 511.

Transport Regulation Bill - Introduction
and first reading, 863; second reading,
1100; debate adjourned, 1101.
(See
also " Statute Law Revision Committee!')

Turnbull, Mr. K. H. (Korong).
Betting-Winning bets tax, 98.'5; turnover
tax, 985.
Budget, 983.
Children's Welfare Bill, 1930, 1938.
Country Roads and Level Crossings Funds
Bill, 1096.
Country Sewerage Authorities-Governments grants, 550.
Dafydd Lewis Scholarship-Case of
university student, 2783.
Decentralization, 550.
Education Department - Pupils transferring to private schools, 119, 550;
cost of transport, 119, 550; septic tank
systems at schools, 550, 988; shortage
of teachers, 988.
Entertainments Tax-Reduced rates, 985.
Estimates, 2775, 2782, 2785, 2805, 2816.
Friendly Societies (Amendment Bill),
1392.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2083, 2096,
2104.

Transport Regulation BoardAdministration - Administrative
year 1953-54, (qnJ 814.

costs,

Car and Bus Se-rvices-Effect of Board's

policy on private bus services, 530.Cessation of services, 616, 617.-Service
on Mornington Peninsula, 1308.
to municipalities,
and to Consolidated Revenue, (qn.) 814,
1018.

Finance--Payments

Ri-re Cars and TaxiS-Transfer and sale 01

licence plates, 969, (qnJ 1252, 1311.Suggested taxi queues at Flinders-street
and Spencer-street railway stations,
969.-Applications for licences,. (qnJ
1253.
Labour and Indust-ry Act-Effect of pro-

visions on activities of milk and cream
carriers, 509.

Trustee (Amendment) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 6.
"Truth."

(See" Newspapers.")

IAcenses and Pe-rmits-Permits to road

Hide and Leather Industries (Suspension)
Bill, 2830, 2831.

hauliers, year 1953-54, (qnJ 814.-Issue
of goods licences, 948.

Hospitals-Shortage of nursing staff, 988.
Housing BiB, 2164, 2184, 2190.

Regulations-Effect on primary produc-

Housing Commission-Slum abolition, 552.

tion and industries, 434, 1017.-Prosecutions for illegal back-loading, 999.
Revenue-For year 195'3-54, (qn.) 814.-

Revenue from permit fees, 1018.
Treasury-Revenue from State taxation
sources, (qnJ 220.-Estimates: Lot
Owners' Appeal Committee, 2799.

Land Tax-Valuation of properties, 2805.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 61, 263.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 316, 327, 334.
Mental Hygiene Authority-Bundoora Repatriation Hospital, 550.
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Turnbull, Mr. K. H.--continued.
Mines Department-Search for oH and
uranium, 985.
Municipalities-Finance for capital works,
550.
Napier-street Bridge Bill, 1752.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1716.
Penal Department-Incidents at Pentridge gaol, 71l.
Point of Order-Member reading from
current edition of Hansard, 976.
Police Force-Services during Royal Visit,
1875, 2785; bonus, 1875, 2785.
Primary Production-Reduction of costs,
985; overseas markets, 985.
Racecourses Licences Board-Delicensing
of country racing clubs, 2775.
Railway Department--Closing of country
lines, 550; Tarnagulla station, 550; railway freights, 550, 713, 986, 2816; administration, 712; grain sheds on
railway property, 713.-Level crossings: Abolition, 987; precautionary
measureg, 988, 1792; accident at
Kyabram, 1460; Committee's investigations, 1792.-Late arrival of trains,
2816; proposed investigation, 2816.
Hoad Accidents-Causes, 984.
Road Transport-Speed restrictions, 71l.
State Electricity Commission-Consumers'
loans, 550; rural extensions, 983;
installation of appliances, 984.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Country needs, 550; extension ot
irrigation facilities, 989.
Supply, 549, 551, 711.
Tattersa'll Consultations--Establishment
in Victoria, 988.
Third
Party
Motor-car
InsurancePremiums, 711; compensation, 711;
suggested paymen ts by insurers, 711.
Town Planning-Control of ,building in
metropolitan area, 552.
Valuation of Land Bill, 694, 1435.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 705, 1031. 1255, 1266, 1292.
Water Supply Loan Application Bill, 1897.
Wheat Industry Stabilization BHl, 1813.
Youth Clubs-Government grants, 712.

u.
Uniform TaxationAbolition-834.
Reimbursements Formula--Allocations to
Victoria, 503, 555, 593, 816, 826, 946, 2394.
State Rights-Taxing powers, 400, 848,
870.

University of l\felbourne-Accommodation
for medical students, 525.--Government
grant for year 1954-55, 596, 974.-Specific appropriations, 597.-Teaching
of psychology, 858.-Training of social
workers, 859.-Grants: To Women's
College, 2794; to Janet Clarke Hall,
Trinity College, 2795; to International
House, 2798.-Branch at Wangaratta,
2217.
Uranium.

(See" Mines Department.")

V.
Valuation of Land Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 621; second reading, 679,
1413; Committee, 1440.
Vegetables.

(See" Price Control.")

Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Number of
Gippsland employees,
(qnJ
224.-Employees' wages and allowances, 173,
607.-Nature and effect of amending
legislation, 1307, 1325.-Financial proV)SlOn, 1917.--Supply and cost of
weedicides, 2398, 2808.-Myxomatosis:
Payment to University of Melbourne
for supply of virus, 2808; expenditure
on research, 2808. (See also "Vermin
and Noxious Weeds (Amendment)
Bill.")
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment)
Bill-Introduction and first reading,
621; second reading, 701, 1031, 1154,
1196; Committee, 1222, 1255, 1286, 1330;
third reading, 1346.-Council's amendments dealt with, 1796.
,Veterinary Services.
Agriculture.")

(See" Department of

Victorian Civil Ambulance Service-Conditions
in
service:
Affidavit
by
ex-employee, 644, 649;
Ministerial
statement, 674.
Victorian Liberal Party-Formation, 1404.
Victorian Statutes-Consolidation, 1024.
Votes on Account. (See" Supply, Committee
of" and "Ways and Means, Committee
of.")
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w.
"Walker Papers "-Publication in Arg'u8,
(qnJ 733.
\Vant of Confidence in Ministers.
" Ministry.")

(See

'Var Nurses Memorial Centre-Governmentgrant, 744.
(See "Statute
Water Act 1928.
·Revision Committee.")

Law

'Vater Bill-Introduction and first reading,
620; second reading, 705, 1517; Committee, 1526, 2425; remaining stages,
2432.
Water
(Connexions to l\Iains)
BillReceived from Council and first
reading, 1530; second reading, 2492;
Committee and remaining stages, 2494.
Waterside
Workers Federation.
"Melbourne Harbor TrusL")

(See

Water Supply Loan Application Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1663; second
reading. 1741, 1885;
appropriation
resolution, 1885; Committee, 1910;
remaining stages, 1911.
\Vaterworks Authorities-Legal costs and
compensation for flood damage, (qn.)
1662.
\Vays and Means, Committee of-Appointed,
139.-Resolutions agreed to, 563, 728,
753, 2817.
Whately, Mr. R. K. (CamberweID.
Adoption of Children (Amendment) Bill,
2602, 2603.
Apprenticeship (Amendment) Bill, 1147.
Bellarine Water Supply Bill, 1137.
Building
Operations
and
Building
Materials Control (Extension) Bill,
2018.
Ohildren's Welfare Bill, 1921, 1924, 1926,
1934, 1952.
Commission of Public Health-Meetings,
1580; attendance of members, 1580;
fees and allowances, 1580.
Corneal Grafting Bill, 764.
Country Roads Board-Condition of main
roads, 528, 529; controlling authority
for metropolitan and country roads, 529.
Decentralization, 530.
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Whately, Mr. R. K.-continued.
Education Department-Allocations and
expenditure of loan
funds,
671;
increased staff. 746; transport of pupils,
746; travelling allowances, 746; closing
ot schools, 746; shortage of teachers,
858; building programme, 2792; schoo]
accommodation, 2792.
,Estimates, 2779, 2792; Supplementary
Estimates for 1953-54, 744.
Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill,
1385.
Grain Elevators Board-Wheat storage
facilities at Portland, 530.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 1552, 2020,
2022, 2092, 2104, 2106, 2109, 2110, 2113.
Hospital' Benefit Societies~Benefits, 2538;
hospital .charges, 2538.
Hospital
Sunday-Contributions
from
churches, 1400, 1402.
Hospitals-Prefabricated buildings for
Healesville, 74.
Hospi.tals and Charities CommissionMetropolitan hospitals, 2538; expenditure, 2538.
Housing Bill, 2173.
Housing Commission-Richmond racecourse estate, 74; sale of homes to
tenan ts, 74.
Immigration, 2779.
Jurors' Fees, 615.
Landlord and Tenant Act-Repossession
of homes, 526; cost of maintenance of
houses, 526.
Licensing Court-Proposed appointment
of members, 527.
Local Government (Amendment) Bil1,
2443.
Local Government (Elections and Polls)
Bill, 276.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board--Bus services, 530; maintenance
of Wattle Park, 530; Latrobe-street
system, 1492.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
(Board) Bill, 193, 330, 337.
Members
of
Parliament-Proposed
increase of salaries, 526.
Mental
staff,
Mental
1959,

Hygiene A,uthority-Training of
859.
Hygiene (Maintenance) Bill, 1669,
1963.
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Whately, Mr. R. K.-continued.
Midwives (Amendment) Bill, 1998, 2272.
Mines Department-Geological study of
State, 531.

Wheat-Stabilization plan, 554, 881, 903, 905,.
1300, 2222, 2379.-Transport of harvest,
557.
(See also .. Wheat Industry
Stabilization Bill.")

Moyne Portland Cement CompanyIndebtedness to Government, 1793;
disposal of plant, 1793.

Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1663; second
reading, 1738, 1805; Committee, 1832;
remaining
stages,
1835.-Council's
amendment dealt with, 2029.-Clerical
error corrected, 2158.

Parking of Vehicles (Amendment) Bill,
1619.
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1703, 1755.
Petrol Tax-Reimbursement to Victoria,
528, 529.
Point of Order-Relevancy of remarks,
845.
Police Offences (Obscene Publications)
Bill, 97, 152.
Police Offences (Sports Grounds)
2448.

Bill,

Portland
Harbor-Development,
530;
report of Public Works Committee, 530.
Portland Harbor
Bill, 1451.

Trust

(Amendment)

Public Service-Superannuation payments,
526.
Railway Loan Application BUl, 2464.
Railway Renewals and Replacements
Fund-Government contribUtion, 746.
Royal Commission on Allegations of
Improper Conduct-Financial provision,
~56.

State
Instrumentalities-Salaries
allowances of Commissioners
members, 1581.

and
and

State Superannuation Fund-Cost ot
increased value of units, 221, 527.
Supply, 526, 530, 609.
Teachers Tribunal-Appointment of chairman, 528.
Town and Country Planning (Metropolitan Area) Bill, 2422.
Transport Regulation (Amendment> Bill,
2584,2589.
Transport Regulation Board-Private bU!il
services, 530; cessation of bus services,
616.
Universit.y of Melbourne-Teaching ot
psychology, 858; training of social
workers, 859.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment)
Bill, 1258, 1344.

'''hite, Mr. G. E. (Mentone).
Co-operative Housing Societies-Financial assistance, 2800; loans by State
Savings Bank, 2801.
Co-operative, Housing Societies (Guarantees) Bill, 2196.
Estimates, 2800, 2801.
Point of Order-Statement in debate,
1374.
Prices Branch-Price of steel, 1844.
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission-Carrum district drainage system,
2656.
White, Mr. R. T. (Allendale).
Agriculture, Department of - Potato
industry, 978; cost of production, 978;
conservation of fodder, 1325.
Budget, 879.
Business of the House-Period of recess,
519.
Cattle and Swine Compensation ActState of funds, 81l.
Chandler Highway and Bridge BiB, 169.
Charity Race-Meetings - Distribution of
profits, 498.
Chief Secretary's Department-UnderSecretary: Payment in lieu of long
service leave, 2769.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Provision
of funds, 1323, 2800; Ballarat Co-operative Housing Society, 1323; Government
guaranteed advances, 1404.
Country Roads Board-Use of funds, 519.
Dairying Industry-Production costs, 520;
use of margarine, 52l.
Decentralization-Industries ~t Ballarat,
883, 2222.
Dog-Races Bill, 1539, 1550, 1552.
Education Department - Transport of
pupils, 498, 524; hire of buses, 498;
closing of country schools, 498; amendments to regulations, 524.
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White, Mr. R. T.-continued.
Estimates, 2769, 2784, 2798, 2800, 2812,
2815.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Kyneton
Undertaking) Bill, 1796.
G01JGrnment Gazette-Copies for members
of Parliament, 524.
·Grievances, 1321.
Hospitals and Charities-Proceeds from
race-meetings, 1073.
Housing Bill, 2170.
Rousing Commission-Erection of dwelling units, 880; project at Dandenong,
1324.
Kyneton District Hospital-Appointment
of Government representative on committee of management, 523.
Local Government (Elections and PoBs>
Bill, 65, 256.
Milk Board-Price detex:mination, 520,
880.
Points of Order-Statement in debate,
983, 2777.
Police Force--Services during Royal Visit,
2785; bonus, 2785.
Potato
Marketing
Board - Recommendations of Select Committee, 520;
supplies for consumers, 523; conditions
in potato growing industry, 2812; return
to growers, 2812.
Prices Branch-Annual cost, 522; reduction of staff, 523, 881; wholesale price
of potatoes, 880, 2220.
Primary Production-Costs of production, 881, 2222.
Racecourses Licences Board-Delicensing
of country racing clubs, 2769.
Railway Department-Restriction of road
operations, 882; transport of timber
from Daylesford, 883; freight rates,
883, 2815; demurrage charges, 884,
2815.
Road Transport-Amending legislation,
881.
Royal Agricultural Society-Proposal to
erect grandstand, 2770, 2771.
State Electricity Commission-Cost to
consumers of rural and metropolitan
connexions, 386; profit, 521; consumers'
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White, Mr. R. T.-continued.
loans, 521, 522, 978, 1324; rural extensions, 521, 886, 1324; room charge, 521,
522; country supplies, 978; installation
of appliances, 1324.
State Electricity Commission (Borrowing) Bill, 2290.
State Service Concert Orchestra-Financial provision, 2798.
Supply, 519, 523, 2220, 2224.
Trotting Control Board-Proposal to
erect grandstand at Show grounds, 2770,
2771; formation of trotting club, 2770;
requirements for country tracks, 2771;
Bendigo trotting course, 2771; attenance of members at trotting meetings,
2771, 2772; proposed inquiry, 2771.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill, 1156, 1265, 1273, 1289, 1296. .
Water Supply Loan Application BBl, 1899.
Wheat-growing
Industry-Stabilization
plan, 881, 2222.
Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill, .1826.
Wills
II

Act-War service wills.
Statutes Amendment ,Bill.">

Winning Bets Tax.
Wirth's Park.

(See

(See
II

II

(See

Taxation.")

Lands Department.")

Wool Industry-Export of Merino sheep,
1320.

Y.
Yarra River-New Johnston-street bridge,
(qn.) 32.-Proposed crossing at Cowperstreet, South Melbourne, (qn.) 32.
Young Christian Workers' MovementGovernment grant, 2798, 2806.
Young Farmers' Clubs AssociationGovernment grant, 597, 599, 947, 983,
2225.
Young Men's Christian Association
Government grant, 2806.
youth Welfare-Establishment of cluhs:
Government grants, 712.
Z.

Zoological Board-Annual grant, 1917.
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