




, that in the remarks which~e had ~o.de, it .wag 
Ul)t' b's object to court populartty. Hts poslttoa, 
~od d waa not one in which it was likely that 
111 cj~ity would be achieved. (Hear, hear.) If 
r!~anted popnlnrity, b~ would take a differ~at 
,... of getting it. He dtd not c11urt populanty ,..;& any one section ofthe community Iaore thm 

other (Bear, hear.) 
an~ F.ORLONGE wished particularly to caU 
tteation to oue remark which hnd been made by 

\e Colottial Secretary, a few minutes pre
!iously, to the e~ect that some other systetn 
than the squatting system must soon be 

do ted Coming events cast their shado~>n :er!re ' He would tell the Colonial Secretar1 
that it was to the bad faith of the Govern
]llen~tbat it Wl!o9 to the insecurity thrown 
()ver the tenure of the Crown lands, that the 
fearfully downward progress of stock in Vicf()ria 
,..as to be attributed. If the squatters coald 
]lave secarity that good faith would be held with 
them there would not be the slightest fear ofthe 
prod~ouon of meat keeping pace with the con• 
.,uuptioo. But owing to the insecurity of the 
tenure held by the squatters, be believed that in 
aixyears mort>, without some change in matter3, 
$he atetement of the bon. member for Gra11t 
110uld be fnlly borne out by the reality. 

Mr. FA WKNER said that he did not share in 
that apprehension. He had been in the colo11y 
:in 1855, at a time when there was not n single 
.sheep in it. The number of sheep that came here 
by sea was not a hundred thousand, and, perha.p!, 
nearly the same number-lthough h• did not 
think so-might have come overland. He had 
taken the census of the colony and of all the 
stock in it when he and his companions bad beeu 
bere for nearly a tw~lvemonth. That littl~t 
document might come to light one day. But 
wlten he remembered l:iow fe"r sheep had been 
;imported into the colony, and knew that the 
number was now returned at six millions, not
witltstanding the enormous number that had 
been melted down, he came to the con.:lusion 
that instead of there being no sheep in the 
colo~y in six yeal'll, the number would, under 
proper management, be doubled by that time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL thought that all ap.Prehen-
1ion of the waul of food would be enttrely reo 
moved, if the inhabitants of the colony reduced 
their appetite for meat. (A laugh.) Only eight 
or nine millions of sheep were consumed by the 
twenty millions of inhabitants in England, and 
the people there were healthy enough. Now, if 
the people of Victoria reduced their appetites 
(" 011 the Dotheboys Hall system " from an bon. 
]llember), there would be food in the colony for 
two or three millions of people. Althoagh 
the squatting question was not the one 
before the House, yet he might remark 
that all the difficulties of that question 
:Dligbt be easily settled if the principle 
were adopted that fair and just compensation I 
Jhould be awarded when ).,gal rights were in· 
'Y&ded. As to any idea. that the pastoral mem
bers of the House were opposed to. the diggers, he 
npudiated it altogether. In f&et, the pursuits of 
bolh classes were analogous in many points, and 
]loth deserved encouragement as developing the 
:resources of the C!luntry. He considered it 
'Wl'ODg that any attempt should be made w se 
Sbem in opposition. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Wills waa 
Jhen put and negatived, and the clause was 
agreed to. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY begged per
:Dlission of the House to amend the clause by the 
alteration and in~tertion of some words. He pr.:~-
poeed that the clauee stand thus :- . 

'J he ·• miner's ri_ght" shall be in force for the 
]leriod ot twelve months from the date thereof, and 
shall during the said period authorise the holder 
to mine for gold upon any of the waste lands ofth• 
Crown, and to occupy for the purposes of residenoa 
in connection with the object of mining, eo muc!l 
of tlte said lands as may be prescribed under the 
JUles aitd regulations hereinafter provided to be 
l!lade; and every such hoMer shall .turing the con. 
tiJinauce of such rQiner's right be deemed in law to 
J1e the owner (except as against her Majesty only) 
of the cla.im(not being at any time more than one) 
-which shall be occupied by virtue of such miner's 
right, and during such continuance as aforesaid aU 
gold then being in and U:{!On the said claim (not 
}leing more than one occnp1ed as aforesaid) shall, 
ucept as against her lllsjesty, be deemed in law 
~o be the absolute personal property of such holder. 

The clause, as amended, was agreed to .. 
On clause 4 relative to the issue of licenses for 

lbe carrying on of a trade or business on the 
gold-fields, 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY explained 
lbat he proposed some change from the rates 
which he had mentioned on the previou~ 
day. He now proposed that the minimum of 
1he Jicense·fee for three months be £2 1 Os., for 
Eix months £5, and for twelve months £10. It 
-was the intention of Government to frame cer
:tain regulations as to the extent of ldnd to be 
oocupied,-a grailll&ted scale,in fdct, the practical 
-working of whkh would be, that parties wishing 
a larger area than that fixed for the minimum 
license-fee would -require to take out an addi
tional license. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. MYLES considered it desirable that 
1111nual licenses should receive some Spl!Cial en-
couragement. · 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
lbat bnd been tried with the former license·fee, 
ud had not beon found ro work advantageously. 

Mr. HORNE inquired if a storekeeper, who 
~ook a three or six months' license, and wished 
to remove to another place during that period, 
'Would he required to take out a f•·e~h Jicel!lse. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that the 
:ninth clause gave·the settlement of these q!leS• 
tlons to Government. 

Mr. O'SHA..NASSY said that in some places 
parties who obtained central positions might 
:make a good deal of money by selling o11t. 
Be thought the framing of regulations had 
better be left to· Government, who would no 
doubt adapt them -to circumstances. 

The CHIEI!· COMMISSIONER of GOLD
FIELDS said that the sale of sites, although not 
xecognized by Government, could scarcely be 
-prevented. He knew .that very large sums had 
been given for the tenure, insecure as it was, of 
areas on the divgings. 

Mr. FA WKNER expressed his approval of 
lhe rates propoeed by the Colonial Secretary. 

The CHIEF COMMISSIONER of GOLD
J.IIELDS begged to observe that during the 
prevalence of th~ graduated scale of licenses 
.it was often the case that a storekeeper took out 
an annual license of the value of £50 for his 
c:entral store, while for small branch stores he 
:took out a qunrterJy l_ic~nse of £15, and thus paid 
£60 for the small &tore annually, and £50 for the 
large store,-rather an anomaly. 

The clause as arp.enll.ed was agreed to. 
The other clauses in the bill had been agreed 

Jo on the previous day. 
The House then resumed, and again went i11to 

ecmmittee. when several verbal amendments 
'Were made in the bill, and the House again re
lllllmed. The report was adopted, aud on the 
:motion of the Attorney-General, the third read
ing was made an order of the day for Tuesday. 
lliSTRICT LICENSING ACT CONTINUA-

TION BILL. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL begged b 

Jnon the second reading of this bill. As it had 
been determined not to go into the general ques
~ of ~he Liqaor Sales Law that session, it was 
;JD1perat1ve that th~ present act, which extended 
~erely to the clo~e of the session, should be con
*imued for a further period. The present biU 
]lroposed to continue it far two years, or to the 
end of next session. He trusted that within that 
}~mod a general measure embracing the whole 
nbject would be enacted. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was 
:rtad a second time. It was then committed, and 
~ clauses were agreed to without amendment. 

The House then resumed, and on'the motion 
of the Attorney-<#meral, the repert was adopted, 
1111d the third reading was made an order of the 
clay for Tuesday. 
~ly eleven members were present at this 

lnVER YARRA POLLUTION PREVEN· 
TION BILL . 

..... Ou the order of the day for the second reading 

.. the bill, 
The ATTOR~Y-GENERAL said that in 

ille present thin state of the House he begged to 
~,that the second reading be postponed to 
~y. 

llr. FA WKNER moved as an amendment 
~the ~rder of the day be discharged. It was 

late tu the session ro go on with the bill. 
~was sure to be a fight about it, for some 
:lllnabers thought that the Corporation sho:tld 
:Dot be the conservators of the river. 

The COLLECTOR of CUSTOMS said that 
t!te object of the bill was to get our abominable 
!tiyer in some better order, and he hoped the bon. 
l'l!tleman would withdraw his amendment. 

11r. FA WKNER declined to withdraw it. 
lrlr. SNODGRASS drew the Speaker's atten

--=-~ the fact of there being no House. 
'1te The SPEAKER then declared the Council to 

adjourned. 
lo Thhe House adjourned at ten minutes to si.J: 

t ree o'clock O!! Tuesday. 
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