





which he had mad
{ remarks which he had made, it was
say, that 1 o rec urt popularity. His position,

t his object to court popul 1
”od od, was not one in which it was likely that
ndea e would be achieved. _(Hear, hear.) If
EOP wanted popularity, he would take a different

e of getting it. He did not court popularity
:i‘g'h any one section ot)' the community raore than

. (Bear, hear.

‘“;}:eéor(;LONGE wished particularly to call

ttention to one remark which had been made by

:ho Colonial Secretary, a few minutes pre-

viously, to the effect that some other system

the squatting system must soon be
adopted. Coming events cast their shadows

Defore. He would tell the Colonial Secretary

that it was to the bad faith of the Govern-

ment—-th“t it was to the insecurity thrown
over the tenure of the Crown lands, that the

Searfully downward progress of stock in Victoria

was to be attributed.  If the squatters could

have security that good faith would be held with
, there would nol:, be the slightest hfear of the
; uction of meat keeping pace with the con-
f::lﬁou. But owing to the insecurity of the
tenure held by the squatters, he believed that in
six years more, without some change in matters,
the statement of the hon. member for Graat
would be fully borne out by the reality.

Mr. FAWKNER said that he did not share in
hat apprehension. He had been in the colony
3n 1835, at a time when there was not a single
gheep in it. The numberof sheep that came here
Dy sea was not a hundredthousand, and, perhaps,
nearly the same number—although he did not
think so—might have come overland. He had
taken the census of the colony and of all the
stock in it when he and his companions had been
here for nearly a twelvemonth. ‘That little
document might come to light one day. But
when he remembered how few sheep had been
jmported into the colony, and knew that the
number was now returned at six millions, not-
withstanding the enormous number that had
been melted down, he came to the conclusion
that, instead of there being no sheep in the
colony in six years, the number would, under
proper management, be doubled by that time.

Mr. CAMPBELL thought that all apprehen-
gion of the want of food would be entirely re
moved, if the inhabitants of the colony reduced
their appetite for meat. (A laugh.) Only eight
or nine millions of sheep were consumed by the
twenty millions of inhabitants in England, and
the people there were healthy enough. Now, if |
the people of Victoria reduced their appetites
(“ On the Dotheboys Hall system ” from an hon.
member), there would be food in the colony for
two or three millions of people. Although
the squatting question was not the one
before the House, "yet ' he might remark
that all the difficulties of that question
might be easily  settled if the principle
were adopted that fair and just compensation
should be awarded when legal rights were in-~
waded. As to any idea that the pastoral mem-
‘bers of the House were opposed to the diggers, he
repudiated it altogether. In fact, the pursuits of
both classes were analogous in many points, and
both deserved encouragement as developing the
yesources of the ceuntry. He considered it
wrong that any attempt should be made to se
4hem in opposition.

The amendment proposed by Mr. Wills wag
ihen put and negatived, and the clause was
agreed to.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY begged per-
mission of the House to amend the clause by the
alteration and ingertion of some words. He pro-
posed that the clauce stand thus :— 3

‘Jhe **miner’s right” shall be in force for the
period of twelve months from the date thereof, and
ghall during the said period authorise the helder
20 mine for gold upon any of the waste lands of the
Crown, and to occupy forthe purpcses of residenca
in connection with the object of mining, so much
of the said lands as may be prescribed ucder the
yules and regulations hereinafter provided to be
made; and every such holder shall during the con«
tinuance of such miner’s right be deemed in law to
e the owner (except as against her Majesty only
of the claim (not being atany time more than one;
‘which shall be occupied by virtue of such miner’s
ri%ht, and during such continuance as aforegaid all

old then being in znd upon the said claim (not
%eing more than one occupied as aforesaid) shall,
except as againgt her Majesty, be deemed in law
Ao be theabsolute personal property of such holder,

The clause, as amended, was agreed to.

On clause 4 relative to the issue of licenses for
1he carrying on of a trade or business on the
gold-fields,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY explained
%hat he proposed some change from the rates
which he had mentioned on the previous
day. He now proposed that the minimum of
the license-fee for three months be £2 10s., for
six months £5, and for twelve months £10. It
was the intention of Government to frame cer-
1ain regulations -as to the extent of lind to be
occupied,—a graduated scale,in fact,the practical
working of which would be, that parties wishing
a larger area than that fixed for the minimum
license-fee would -require to take out an addi-
lional license. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. MYLES considered it desirable that
annual licenses should receive some special en-
couragement. i

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that
that had been'tried with the former license-fee,
and had not been found to work advantageously.

Mr. HORNE inquired if a storekeeper, who
#ook a three or six months’ license, and wished
fo remove to another place during that period,
would be required to take out a fresh license.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that the
ninth clause gave the settlement of these ques-
tions to Government.

Mr. OSHANASSY said that in some places
parties who obtained central positions might
make a good deal of money by selling out.
He thought the framing of regulations had
better be left to” Government, who would no
doubt adapt them-to circumstances.

The CHIEF COMMISSIONER of GOLD-
FIELDS said that the sale of sites, although not
xecognized by Government, could scarcely be
prevented. He knew that very large sums had
been given for the tenure, insecure as it wag, of
areas on the diggings.

__Mr. FAWKNER expressed his approval of
ihe rates proposed by the Colonial Secretary.

The CHIEF COMMISSIONER of GOLD-
FIELDS begged to observe that during the

revalence of the graduated scale of licenses
At wasoften the case that a storekeeper took out
an annual license of the value of £50 for his
central store, while for small branch stores he
4ook out a quarterly license of £15, and thug paid
£60 for the small store annually, and £50 for the
Jarge store,—rather an anomaly.

‘The clause as amended was agreed to.

The other clauses in the bill had been agreed
20 on the previous day.

The House then resumed, and again went into
committee, when several verbal amendments
‘were made in the bill, and the House again re-
pumed. The report was adopted, and on the
3notion of the Aftorney-General, the third read-

g was made an order of the day for Tuesday.
DISTRICT LICENSING ACT CONTINUA-

TION BILL.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL begged to
move the second reading of this bill. . Asit had
been determined not to go into the general ques-
dion of the Liquor Sales Law that session, it was
Amperative that the present act, which extended
Jerely to the cloge of the session, should be con-
dinued for o further period. The present bilk
Proposed to continue it fer two years, or to the
<nd of next, session. He trusted that within that
Period a general ‘measure embracing the whole
¥ubject would be enacted.

The motion was agreed to, and the bill wag
xead a second time. It was then committed, and

clauses were agreed to without amendment.

_The House then resumed, and on the motion
ofthe Attorney-General, the repert was adopted,
20d the third reading was made an order of the
day for Tuesday.
li.(:e'lﬂy cleven” members were present at this

EBIVER YARRA POLLUTION PREVEN-
TION BILL.
On the order of the day for the second reading

of the bill

The A’I,‘I‘ORNEY-GENERAL said that in
4he present thin state of the House he begged to
move that the gecond reading be postponed to

y.
Mr. FAWKNER moved as an amendment
the order of the day be discharged. It was
0 late in the gession to go on with the bill.
was sure to be a fight about it, for some
Members thought that the Corporation should
%ot be the conservators of the river,
The.COLLECTOR of CUSTOMS said that
1 object of the bill was to get our abominable
€ in some better order, and he hoped the hon.
Bentleman would withdraw his amendment.
Mr. FAWKNER declined to withdraw it.
__ Mr. SNODGRASS drew the Speaker’s atten-
*~='9 the fact of there being no House.
The SPEAKER then declared the Council to
adjourned,
% House adjourned at ten minutes to six
three ’clock on Tuesday.
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