for tbis money, when they knew it was
not to be had; and could not understand
how a mere ordnance storekeeper could
make so large a contract as this without
authority, or, at all events, without the
kiJowledge of the Colonial Secretary.
Mr. Fawkner proposed postponinu the
vote until the llouse could see wher.;' the
1 blame in the matter ought to rest.
The .Auditor-General consented to this
ccurse, and promised to lay the papers
before the House, if possible, to-day· Mr.
Chapman expressing his opinion that: if no
authority for making the eon tract had been
given, every officer connected with it ought
to be impeached.
On the motion for a vote of £25,976 Os. "'
9d., compensation to William Hughes
1 fc r surrender of his leaFe of a wharf,
•
Mr. Miller thought Government were
b< und to pay the money, but that, instead
of coming to the House for it, they ought to
bave got it from the officer of Government
wbg had taken upon himself the responsibility of making such an arrangement.
Mr. Goodman looked upon the whole of
the doings of Government relative to this
en se, as one of the grossest pieces of mismanagement that had ever come under his
noti'ce. He"went into the whole circum.
stances of the case, and dwelt upon the
arbitration award, as too high, and to the
plan upon which the arbitration had been
conducted, as exceedingly injudicious.
Jl,l[r. Nicholson considered it a very
wrong system for the Government to pay
away such large sums of money, and then
to come to the House to sanction the payment; and Mr. Harrison advised the
House to refuse to vote the money, as that
was the only way in which an impression
would ever really be made.
Mr. O'Shanassy and Mr. Strachan, the
former having been 'umpire, and the latter
an arbitrator, in the matter, defended the
course pursuad by tbe arbitrators ; whilst
Mr. F. Murphy could not see what adva ntage the public gained by having this
wbarf bought up whilst tw·o sufferance
wharves were allowed to remain uv.purchased.
The Att.orney-General entere,\ into a
lengthy explanation of the circumstances
of the case, and insisted that the Government had made a g0od bargain, if the terms
of the lease had been insisted on ; as they
would have been but for the outcry that;
bad been made out of doors.
After some further remarks fr0111 Jl,'[r.
Harris~m, Mr. O'Brien, and 1\'I:r. Fawkner,
the question was put, and carried by a majority of 19 to 9.
Tire Yarra Pollution Bill was advanced
a fta ge in committee, after a strenuous
opposition on the part of Mr. Greeves, Mr.
O'Shanassy, and Mr. Fawkner, the result
of which was to lead the Attorney-General to give up such portions of the bill as
affected the pnsent "vested interests" in
half-poisoning the people of :Melbourne
wilh bad water.
The Members of Council Increase Bill,
and the Gas Company's Loan Dill, were
each read a third time and passed; and
the other business having been postponed,
the House rose at a quarter.past sevello'clock.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
NoTICES of motion were given, yesterday,by Mr. Fyfe, for leave to bring in a private
l1ill; and by Mr. Chapman, for correspond·
ence r elative to the removal of the Cil.risbrook Post Office.
Tho Colonial Secretary laid on the table
an additional rule of the Supreme Court ;
:md Mr. Snodgrass drew the attention of
Government to the state of the Prahran
Court House.
Mr. Chapman presented a petition from
'l'homas Embling, praying that confirmed
drunkards might be placed under restraint.
1'he Colonial Secretary rose to make the
promised statement relative to the financial
po&ition of the colony, and apologised to
the House for not having been able to lay
the matter before them earlier in the
session ; whilst even now he could not
pledge himself to the perfect accuracy of
all the figures. Alluding to tbe balance
which had been anticipated in favor of
the colony, at the end of 1854, he
regretted that it had no existence ;
but that, on the contrary, a deficit of
about £1,671,000 remained to be provided
for. To meet this, it was proposed to fund
£ 866,669, the amount bonowed from the
Immigration Fund; whilst £433,000 repaid from the Sewerage Commission, and
whatever sum was available from the Roa<l
Board, w;ould go to the same purpose.
Thus, £1,601,366 would be provided,
le~tvin g a deficiency of £70,000, or, al.
lowing for other accounts coming in, say
£100,000 deficiency a,t the end of 1854.
Turni ng to 1855, he regretted that the
1·evenue had not met his expectations,
particularly as regarded the Customs; aud
fro1n a new estimate that had been framed,
the sum set down was £1,734,650, to which
was t o be added £500,000, the unappropriated moiety of the Land Fund. A gainst this,
there was a total expelll!l.iture of £ 2,780,8'77,
con1-isting of £2,388,866 already voted by the
House, £ 172,000 additional votes required,
£ 16,000 for the survey of two huudred.
miles of railway about to be recommended.
by the Railway Committee, and interest
on loans and grants to rail way companies.
There would thus be a deficiency at the
end of 1855 of £ 546,227, which, with that
of 1854, would make £ 620,000,
This
:<~mount, he thought, ought to be extinguished during the current year, and he
l10ped the House would well consider how
this was t o be clone. The Government
were already giving their attention to tl1e
subject , and he hoped, before -the close of
the session, to lay some plan before them.
There were several means of rai sing money,
elther by a property t ax, by the imposition
of Customs duties on articles not now
taxed; and, also, there were the public lands
of the colony, for which the Crown tenants
had hitherto paid an insignificant rent. He
trust ed hon. members would give the matter full con sideration, and aid him in m lintaining the credit,of the colony.
,
~'he House went into Committee of
Supply, when a vote of £20,000 for enlarging the Custom House was proposed.
Several hon. members having strongly
opposed the vote, the item was withdrawn.
on:the m otion for a vote of £15,000, for
s tation ery purchased in England for the
supply of Government departmen ts,
The Auditor-General explained that the
late head of the Civil Commissariat h~d
contracted, under what authority, or whether under any authority at all, he could
not say, for st ationery to the amount of
£25,000, an amount enough t o last . the
Government departments for tl1e next five
y ears ; of this, £ 10,000 would be met by
votes already taken for st ationery, for tho
current year, leaving the balance to be pr:~-o
vided for.
~{r. Chapman thought it abs'\lrd to ask.

"'

(,': ~

.

.

I
I

