LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
BUSINESS FOR THIS DAY.
NOTICES OF MOTION Al\"'D ORDERS OF THE DAY.
ORDER OF THE DAY (To take precedence).
1. Liquors Sale Laws Amendment Bill-To be fur·
ther considered in committee.
NOTICES OF MOTION.
1. Mr. Mollison : To move,That an address be presented to his Excellency the
Officer Administering the Government, praying th:~.t
his Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid upoa
the table a Return showing the total amount of
moneys received by the Government from the sale of'
Crown lands in the parishes of Bylands, Wallan Wallan, Lancefield, Broadford, and Morandiug, from the
1st of January, 1853, to the present time.
2. Mr. King: To moveThat an a~d:ess ~e presented to his Excellency the
O!ficer Admm1St~rmg the Government, praying that
b1s Excellency will be pleased to cause to be placed
upo~ the estimates a sum not exceeding £1000 to
defra'y the cost of building a post-office at Port Alb~rt
and Jl..lock-up at Tarrayille.
'
3. Mr. Hum1fray: To moveThat an a~ru;ess ~e · presented to his Excellency the
O~cer Admnl!St~rmg the Government, praying that
hts Excellency Wlll be pleased to cause to be laid upoa .
the table of the House a return of all moneys received
by the Police Department for the care and sustenance
of horses and other cattle detained by them on account
of being supposed to be stolen.
4. Mr. Pyke: To moveThat the report of the Committee on Mining on
Private Property be taken into consideration, with a
view to obtaining the decision of the Council thereupon.
5. Mr. Pyke : To moveOn the consideration of the report of the Select
Committee on Mining on Private Property(!.) That this Council is of opinion that (subject to
the exceptions and reservations recommended iu the
5th clause of the report) it is desirable for the public
good that all lands found to be auriferous should,
under suitable regulations, be mined for gold.
(2.) That regulations restricting the working of any
auriferous lauds to bodies of miners associated on the
cost-book system, and rendering it compulsory on the
ov.rners of such lands to accept a per-centage of the
gold raised thereon as compensation, are inapplicable
and unsatisfactory, unequal in their operation, and
calculated to cause much litigation; and this Council
is of opinion that all purchased lands which it may hereafter be proposed to open for mining purposes should be
valued by arbitrators (to be appointed as recommended
in clause six of the report); that the Government
should resume possession of such lands, and compen·
sate the owners ; and that all persons desirous of
mining thereon should be charged a sum proportionate
to the amount of compensation.
(3.) That this Council refuses to sanction any measure having for its object the sale of the land with the
gold, inasmuch as such a course would cause the
alienation of an incalculable portion of the national
wealth-a procedure unjust in principle and mischievous in tendency.
6. Dr. Owens: To moveOn the consideration of the Report on Mining on
Private Property the following resolutions:(1.) That the urgent circumstances connected with
mining onprivate lands render it necessary on the
part of this Council to amend the laws relating t()
alienated auriferous lands, and ta assure the public
confidence of the security of. the rights of private
property; but as it is impossible to restrict the legitimate rightofmining for gold, it is now necessary that aU
auriferous lands be sulTendered, whenrequiredfor the
general good of the country, under proper andgeneral
regulations.
(2 ) That inasmuch as there does not exist any
means of determining the limits of auriferous lands,
and as gold is very generally distributed throughout
this colony, it is desirable that the owners of auri·
ferous lands be empowered to sanction licensed miners,
on terms mutually agreed upon, mining for gold ·o.n
their own property, under the regulations of the
district;
(3.) That the interests of the miners require that
in case the proprietor of auriferous lands refuse
consent, or otherwise obstruct the working of such
lands, the miner shall have the 1ight of petition to
the Local Court of the uistrict, demanding that such
lands be thrown open for public mining purposes.
(4.) That the Local Court, on petition, shall deter·
mine as to the advisability of throwing open such lands,
and shall report on the same to the Government.
(5.) That in case such lai1cls shall be thrown open the
Government shall obtain a fair and just assessment
of the value of the land by a jury taken from the
petty jury-list, open to challenge, to be awarded as
compensation to the proprietor, and such laud being
duly conveyed to the Crown, shall thereupon be proclaimed a~ "Reverted Crown land," open to the
miners generally.
(6.) That licensed miners shall .mine for gold on
all Reverted Crown Lands, but the Local Court shall
be authorised to declare the amount of fee
necessary to meet all charges on the Government (under ordinary circumstances not to exceel
one pound per annum), on payment of which the
warden of the district shall issue a special miner's
right to work Reverted Crown Lands tlU'oughout the
colony.
Contingent on the Report of the Select Committee
on Gold Mining on Private Property being considered·
7. Mr. Snodgmss : to move(1.) That in the opinion oi this Council it is desi·
rahle that all lands in Victoria, if auriferous, whether
Ilublic or private, be mined for gold.
(2.) That for this purpose all owners of private
lands be authorised to mine such private lands, and
that an Act of this Lf>gislature be passed to legalise
their so doing.
(3.) That for the future the gold (if any) be sold
with the land, every precaution short of actual test
being taken before survey or sale.
(4.) That nothing contained in the above resolu·
tious shall be construed to affect the rights of property legally acquired, or to compel any owner of
land to submit to any encroachment without his
sanction.
ORDERS OF TilE DAY.
2. Common Law Practice Bill-Adoption of Report.
3. Estunates for 1856-To pe further considered in
Committee.
4. Victoria Electoral Bill-Adoption of Report.
5. Elections Regulation Bill-To be further consi·
dered in Committee.
'
6. Inn of Court Bill-Second reading.
7. Colling·wood Bridge Company Bill-Third reld•
in g.
8. Trustees Bill-Second reading.
9. Thistle Bill-To be further considered in Com·
mittee.
10. Municipal Institutions Act Amendment BillTo be further considered in Committee.
11. Warrnamhool and Belfast llfechanics' Institu•
tions-To be further considered in Committee.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

In the Legislative Council yesterday,
Mr. Fawkner presented a petition from
the inhabitants of East Collingwood, ·in
favor of a bridge over the Yarra from
Johnston-street. Mr. Wheeler, a petition
from George Brady, compla~ning that ;he
had been prevented from votmg at a Local
Court election, by a body of persons opposed to Local Courts. Messrs. Nicholson
and R.ae each presented a petition from
East Collingwood, praying for annual
municipal elections, and the divisi0n
of the municipality
into wards ;
and Mr. Greeves presented a petition
from a society at Emerald Hill . in
favor of the Liquor Sales Law Amendment Bill before the Council.
Mr. Knight gave notice of his intention
to move for an addJ:ess to his Excellency
for an alteration in the postal arrangements to and from Portland, Belfast,
Warrnambool, and Alberton.
Mr. Lalor announced that he should
move for a select committee to consider the
standing orders, anddefinewhat expressions ,
might not be used in debate with propriety.
The Chief Secretary laid on the table of
the House certain regulations of the
Local Court at Sandhurst, and the F~rst
Annual n .eport of the Central Board of
Health.
In answer to Mr. Goodman, the Surveyor-General said that Clement Hodgkinson, Esq., the Government Surveyor,
had acr.epted the post of consulting E}n ·
gineer to the Emerald Hill municipality.
Mr. Fyfe intimated his intention of
moving that the salaries of the two clerks
in the Post Office at Geelong be considered
at the same time as the salaries of the
thirty-six Post Office clerks at Melbourne,
postponed for increase.
The Hon. the Speaker announced that
he had presented his Excellency several
addresses recently agreed to, and stated
his Excellency's replies to them.
The House resolved itself into committee
on the Liquor Sales Law Amendment

Bill.
Mr. Greeves proposed the adoption of
the first of his amended clauses.
Mr. Wheeler moved the repeal of the
seventh section of the 16th Victoria, No.
35, with a view to the in-crease of the
number of licenses.
A somewhat languid discussion succeeded.
Mr. :F awkner moved that the Chairman
leave the chair, and ask leave to sit again
that day sixmonths.
This am endment was put and carried,
on a division, by 25 t(} 22, and the bill was
thus effectually disposed of for the pres~nt
se:::sion.
A motion of Mr. Mollison's, for a return
of the sales of Crown lands in certain
parishes in Kilmore, was agreed to.
Mr. King postponed his motion for a
grant for a police-office at Port Albert,
and a lock-up nt Tarraville.
In answ:er to Mr. Humffray, Captain
MacMahon said that he had no objection
to furnish a r eturn of the sum received
by the police for forage supplied to other.::;.
He had formerly over-estimated this
amount, which in 1855 was little more
than £10,000, and was chiefly for supplies
to other departments.
Mr. Greeves moved the second reading
of the St. Kilda Sea Bathing Bill.
A discussion ensued on this important
topic, and the second reading wtts, on a
division, carried by a majority ofnine, the
numbers being 27 to 18.
'l'he House then proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on
Gold Mining on Private Property; but
went no farther than to hear Mr.
Pyke's opening statement, which lasted a
considerable time. The debate was adjourned to Friday next, to take precedence.
The Common Law Practice Bill was
committed, and several clauses agree~ to.
The Victoria Electoral Bill was recommitted, and ordered to be further considered in committee on the clay followinO'.
The Collingwood Bridge Company's
Bill was read a third time and passed.
'l'he remaining orders were postponed
to various periods ; and the House adjourned at ten minutes past seven.
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3. r. Lalor : To _moveThat a elect committee be appointed to report ou

be standh1g· orders of this House,
~tfuJing what expr~ss10ns may :not

with a view of
be allowed iu
'ebate. · Such coill.J.lllttee to C011SJSt of the Attorney~eneral,- the Chairman of Committees, Mr. Mollison,
r. Can1pbell, Dr. Greeves, and Dr. Murphy.
4. .Mr. Rae: To move---:
That the petition of James MmTay, presented on
the Sth January, be printed.
·
6. MJ·. King : To mo:veTbat this House re"Solve itself into a committee or
tbe whole to consider the propriety of presenting- an
tldress to his Excell~ncy the qmcer Admmisterlng
be GoYernment, praymg that b1s. Excellency will be
Jeased to cause to be placed upon the estimates :to
,nm not exceeding £ 1000, to defray the cost of buildr"g a police office at Port Albert, and a lock-up at

an11vil1e.
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MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES,

Colonial Bank of Australasia Incorporation Bill~
11 o'clock.
1\ beJ;tson's Correspondence-at half-past 12 o'clock.

