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The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 10.03 a.m. and read the prayer.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr ROPER (Coburg) - I wish to make a
personal explanation relating to remarks made by
the Minister for Public Transport during question
time two days ago. The minister said that I had been
unable to arrange the commercial development of
railway stations and pointed, in his answer, to my
chairing the infrastructure private investment group.

He was correct in saying that I did not develop the
stations he mentioned but was wrong in implying
that I had charge of the program. Indeed, the reason
the matter was raised with the group, which
involved three business representatives, was quite
deliberate; it concerned the fact that that program
and other programs were not proceeding adequately.
The lack of activity and the problems at Elsternwick
were directed to the attention of the group, and I
thank the minister for supplying me with a copy of
the minutes of that meeting. I was certainly aware of
the potential and I have discussed with the minister
the ongoing problem of having people who are
concerned with the running of trains also being
concerned with property development - the two do
not necessarily go together.
The Treasury officer responsible at the time
confirmed my memory of events and, indeed,
pointed out that it was officers of Treasury who
wanted changes in the program. For instance, one of
the sites was privately owned and was not available
for sale or development in any case. The minister
misunderstood the nature of the meeting minutes,
and the fact that it was not going fast enough
brought the program to the attention of Treasury.
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I refer to the place from which
the honourable member for Coburg spoke when he
addressed the house. After observing the seating
arrangements yesterday when I was in the chair I
recall that the designated seat of the honourable
member for Coburg is in the second row of the
opposition side of the house. The tradition of this
house is that members must speak from their places.
Mr Micallef interjected.
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Mr RICHARD SON - I know the honourable
member for Springvale has no comprehension or
interest in the standards and traditions of this place
but the long established tradition of this place is that
a member must speak from his or her place.

It may well be that the seat of the honourable
member for Coburg has been changed. If not, he
should speak from his place, which is in the second
row. Another tradition of this place is that fonner
ministers may speak from the corner of the table.
Those cases illustrate that the honourable member
for Coburg should not have spoken from the place
he did a moment ago.
The SPEAKER - Order! The earlier rulings of
Presiding Officers in this place provide that former
ministers are entitled to speak from the table. The
precedent does not mention the exact position at the
table from which the member may speak. Therefore
I do not uphold the point of order.

PETITION
The Clerk - I have received the following
petition for presentation to Parliament:

Disability services
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
We the undersigned citizens of Victoria wish to point
out to the house that the proposed direction of some
disability services in this state are unacceptable.
We therefore request the house to consider the
following points:
1.

Disability services are created out of need and are not
to be considered an optional extra governed by
cost or politics. Human rights should be the basis
of decisions and budgets must increase with need.

2.

Quality facility-based respite care should be available
to any family who feels it is appropriate to their
circumstances irrespective of age or disability.
Quality out-of-home care contributes to the
preservation of the family unit and reduces the
need for permanent accommodation.

3.

A user-pays philosophy is unacceptable as it further
disadvantages those already financially
disadvantaged by disability. We ask that it should
not be adopted.

4.

Due to the high level of public concern regarding
respite care we ask that no new policies be
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adopted without full public inquiry incorporating
parent/ carer representation on any
decision-making bodies.
5.

The trend towards share family care and in-home
support is to remain purely optional as an
alternative.

Your petitioners therefore pray that the house takes all
necessary steps to ensure the minister amends the
proposed policies.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms Garbutt (6797 signatures)
Laid on table.

GOVERNMENT MEDIA CONTRACTS
Mr THW AITES (Albert Park) - I desire to move
by leave:
That this house condemns the government for:
1.

Failing to release all documents relating to the
awarding of multimillion dollar advertising
contracts by the government.

2.

Entering major advertising and media contracts
without a proper tendering process.

3.

Giving lucrative media contracts to DDB Needham
and Leeds Media and Communications, long-term
business associates of Mr Peter Bennett, the
government's own director of media and
communications.

4.

Spending vast sums of money trying to prevent
release of relevant documents under freedom of
information.

5.

Creating a climate of secrecy and favouritism in its
business dealings.
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Mr HEFFERNAN (Minister for Small
Business) - Last night when the debate was
interrupted I was about to respond to three issues
raised by the honourable member for Geelong
North. The first concerned the additional resources
that would be needed in country Victoria. I advised
him that the Minister for Regional Development, the
Honourable Roger Hallam, and I are working
closely together to ensure that adequate resources
are available for regional development.

The honourable member also asked what expertise
would be available to service the agricultural
industry, which is important to the state. At present
there are two vacancies in Small Business Victoria,
one in Gippsland and the other in Ballarat. Both
pOSitions have been advertised, and in considering
the appointments we will have a golden opportunity
to ensure that the successful people have knowledge
of and expertise in agricultural developments in
Victoria.
He also asked about the level of expertise available
in other offices of the Department of Business and
Employment throughout Victoria. The minister and
I will be examining the expertise of regional
development officers. We will ensure that there is
adequate knowledge of agricultural interests in
regional offices, especially with the recent $8 million
allocation provided to set up that structure.
The honourable member for Geelong North also
asked about the future of the Rural Enterprise
Victoria (REV) scheme which has been in operation
for some time. The Minister for Regional
Development has assured me that he is examining
the operations of REV and is considering whether it
ought to continue as a jOint venture with my office
and the Office of Regional Development. Together
we will ensure that there is no duplication of
resources.

Leave refused.

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from previous day; motion of
Mr HEFFERNAN (Minister for Small Business).
The SPEAKER - Order! When the bill was last
before the house the Minister for Small Business was
closing the debate. He has 12 minutes remaining.

I assure the honourable mem~r that with the close
liaison between the Office of Regional Development
and my office we will provide country Victoria with
a much better service for small business. I thank the
honourable member for Geelong North for his
contribution.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.
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MINERAL RESOURCES
DEVELOPMENT (FURTHER
AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 10 March; motion of
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN (Minister for Energy and
Minerals).
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - The opposition
opposes the bill for reasons I will outline in some
detail. The bill signifies a fundamental difference
between the philosophy of the opposition and the
government to the development of mineral
resources. For some time the opposition has believed
it is important to guard the interests of all players in
the mining industry, yet this bill reduces the power
and input of miners and exploration companies.

I am interested to hear the minister's response to the
report of the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee which was published in the Alert Digest
released earlier this week. In its report the
committee raised some machinery matters and at
paragraph 7.3 at page 10 this concern is expressed:
... that the open~ed commencement provision in
respect of section 6 may breach section 4D(a)(v) of the
Parliamentary Committees Ad The committee
suggests that where such an open-ended
commencement is inserted into a bill, the reasons for
not limiting the period by which commencement must
be made, should be set out in any accompanying

explanatory memorandum.

The bill recognises that ongoing activities which are
subject to licences and permits will be important to
those companies and operators involved in them,
and the committee has called on the minister to
respond to its criticism. Will the minister explain
why the time limit is not included in the explanatory
memorandum to the bill?
The bill makes two major changes to the act. Firstly,
it extends the exploration and mining licence
process by transferring some minerals from the
Extractive Industries Act to the Mineral Resources
Development Act. The opposition does not oppose
the transfer of those minerals but notes that it may
result in the Extractive Industries Act becoming less
important in the future. Perhaps one piece of
properly constructed legislation could replace the
Extractive Industries Act. Those minerals that have
been transferred under new schedule 4 include
bentonite, which is a special clay used for sealing
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water catchment areas. Another two minerals to be
transferred include fine clay and kaolin, which are
generally found on the surface. That raises a
contradiction because previously the minerals
covered by the Mineral Resources Development Act
were usually found underground and those in the
Extractive Industries Act were rocks found on the
surface.
.
Another contradiction lies in the fact that there are
differences in ownership for different minerals:
extractive materials, that is quarry materials, are
owned by the landowners themselves, whereas
minerals are the property of the Crown. Those
contradictions should be addressed, particularly as
such minerals are being transferred to the new
schedule.
Paragraph 7.5 of the committee's report states:
The members were concerned that the inclusion of

these substances and the fact they are found on the
surface and not mined, will have the effect of
expropriating certain substances lying on the surface to
the Crown. The committee requested clarification of the
effect of the schedule from the minister. A response has
not been received at this point.

I hope the minister will reply to the committee's
comments.
Another mineral to be transferred is lignite, a
mineral of which I have great knowledge given that
I live on what is probably the largest lignite deposit
in the world. Other minerals to be transferred
include titanium, rare earth elements and platinoid
group elements. They could be described as exotic
minerals given that their value per unit of mass is
extremely high compared to lignite. I am interested
that peat is also to be included in the schedule. The
other two minerals to be included are quartz crystals
and zeolite, which are different from the clay
minerals. Although there is some commonality
between zeolite and the other minerals, because
zeolite is important to Victoria's geological history
for its hydrothermal inclusion in volcanic rocks, it is
not in the same class as the other minerals in the
schedule. So why were those minerals chosen?
Students of geology know that the weathering of
rock is one of the main sources of mineral depOSits,
and that is especially so with clay minerals. There
will always be a relationship between clays and the
weathering of rocks. They will often be found in
similar deposits throughout the state. I assume - no
doubt the Minister for Energy and Minerals will
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correct me if I am wrong - that those minerals will
have an increasing commercial value in the ceramics
industry in particular, where exciting things are
happening in the downstream processing of clay.
Excellent opportunities will become available as
new technologies are developed during the next
decade.
The criticism I have relates to the second and
perhaps the principal aspect of the bill, the further
reduction in the controls and regulations governing
mining and exploration. If an operator has a mining
licence, he will be able to explore using that licence
obviating the need to obtain an additional
exploration licence. That bypasses the normal
processes.
Page 22 of the 1992-93 annual report of the
Department of Energy and Minerals contains a map
setting out exploration licences in Victoria. Those
licences cover a Significant part of central Victoria,
obviously relating to the exploration for mineral
sands. The map also sets out no-go areas in national
parks and designated reserves which, despite the
rhetoric, cover relatively small areas. According to
the map almost half of Victoria is covered by
exploration licences - a far greater proportion than
the no-go areas.
Mr Tanner - Is that a bad thing?
Mr HAMILTON - No, I say that just as a
comment. It is not a bad thing at all. Page 5 of the
report refers to the fact that decision-makers on the
boards of major mining companies do not believe it
is worth the effort to explore for minerals in Victoria
given the maze of statutory, regulatory,
administrative, planning and other obstacles that
they face. They find it easier to spend their dollars
elsewhere. The report then says:
The smaller miners trudged on begrudgingly,
accepting the longest approvals time and lowest level
of government facilitation anywhere in Australia.

That mayor may not be true. The senior bureaucrat
who wrote that may not have been unbiased, or he
may not have had all the facts.
One of the reasons for the lack of mineral
exploration and mining in Victoria is that it is more
profitable to operate elsewhere. The Esso-BHP
development in Bass Strait is by far our largest and
most profitable mineral resource. The supposed
regulatory and other problems did not stop those
companies from developing that resource. The
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problems that have supposedly deterred companies
from developing mining operations in Victoria are
not one-dimensional.
Another reason for the lack of development is the
uncertainty of commodity prices throughout the
world and the level of technical development
needed for the profitable processing of a number of
mineral deposits in Victoria.
I note that the operator of the largest mineral
processing plant in Victoria, the Alcoa company in
Portland, imports its bauxite. Mining companies
examine a range of issues prior to developing
resources, not just whether a state or government
encourages or discourages that development.
I take issue with the criticisms contained in the
department's report because they imply a criticism
of previous governments. I remind honourable
members that the act was promulgated in 1968. The
attempts by various governments to encourage
mining exploration have succeeded for a number of
reasons - and they have not necessarily been
hamstrung by excessive red tape.
This leads me to a fundamental philosophical issue.
If the world were perfect, there would be no need
for red tape. If you could rely on developers and

companies to take account of all environmental,
social and other issues that impact on their
operations, there would be no need for government.
One of the purposes of governments, whether
conservative or progressive, is to enforce regulatory
controls over the operations of enterprises.
Governments are elected by the people; they are
responsible to those who elect them. They have a
direct responsibility to protect the interests of all, not
just those of people who may have purposes other
than those concerned with serving the public.
Mining companies, as is their right, regard the
interests of their shareholders as paramount. That is
not always compatible with a government's aim of
protecting the interests of landowners and others in
the community.
Many mining companies have developed a bad
reputation for destroying the environment. Mining
has an impact on land-holders, including the Crown,
and over the years many mining companies have
not had good reputations for rehabilitating the
environments in which they work. It is important
that governments require miners and mining
companies to lift their game.
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The department's report shows clearly that miners
have a responsibility to the community and that the
department itself requires them to be cOgnisant of
the environmental effects of their operations. Miners
must be cognisant of the need to rehabilitate sites
after the mining process; and that is a real challenge.
One has only to look at the impact of large mining
operations in my area to realise that rehabilitation of
the open<ut, brown-coal mining has presented
tremendous and costly challenges to the now
defunct State Electricity Commission of Victoria.
One question that should be asked is: given the
work that has already been done in the rehabilitation
of Victoria's open-cut mines, will the restructure of
the electricity industry enable those rehabilitation
efforts to continue? Ten years ago rehabilitation was
not a high priority with the SEC. It was only in the
past five years that the SEC put significant effort into
the rehabilitation process to ensure that the impacts
of its large mining operations were addressed.
The changes in the bill relate to planning and
reinforce the government's philosophy. Although
the opposition may not agree, it accepts that
philosophy which is designed to give miners and
exploration companies a better go. The opposition
believes it will give them almost open slather pretty
much on the say-so of the minister. The opposition is
concerned about that. It is also concerned that other
important players such as local government and
various community interest groups will be bypassed
in the process.
The department's report said that mining
exploration now involves the use of the latest
technology which makes little impact on the
environment. But the mere fact that exploration is
taking place has important community and
environmental values. For example, why would a
company explore if it did not intend to mine a
successful result? It is just a logical consequence of
the industry, and I understand that. However, the
bill will allow the holder of a mining licence to
explore without obtaining major approval or, more
importantly, without ensuring that the proper
processes are followed before that exploration is
carried out. And that is a real concern.
Honourable members should be debating the same
criticisms that were highlighted when the original
bill - which this bill seeks to amend - was debated
in October last year. At that time members of the
opposition criticised the removal of a number of
players from the consultative process. This bill
extends the removal of those players and that is a
fundamental reason why the opposition opposes it.
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The new process places considerable responsibility
on the minister, and I do not have a problem with
that. Ministers come and ministers go; and some
ministers go before their time! Minister's sometimes
resign or are otherwise removed from office; they
either fail to satisfy the expectations of the
community or, more importantly, the expectations
of the cabinet. The bilI places considerable
responsibility in the hands of the minister whoever
it may be.The minister is not even required to ensure
that a process is followed. According to his
wisdom - or lack of it - the minister may require
that a licensee submit an environmental impact
statement. It would be kind to refer to the wording
in the bill as loose. Will it be up to the licensee to
ascertain whether the minister is feeling good that
morning or whether he has just finished his
10-kilometre jog because that may affect whether he
requires an impact assessment or not? The wording
in the bill is a loose and ill-defined way of explaining
something important.
There is no doubt that the community is generally
suspicious of mining companies. Because much of
the publicity about mining companies is negative, it
would be appropriate - and the community would
feel more confident - if it knew that the minister
required environmental impact assessments and
made them public. If the opposition and the
community knew those requirements had to be met
and did not depend on the minister's mood at the
time, we would feel more confident. If the minister
required a public assessment to be made the
community could say to itself, 'It is a reputable
mining company with a reputable licensee; it will do
the job'.
If the minister required a public and open process
and everybody understood that, more confidence
would be engendered not only in the minister but in
the industry. That would be a far more appropriate
approach.

The Victorian community is inexperienced and
uneducated about what happens with mining. Since
the goldmining era of the l850s the only real mining
that has taken place, apart from brown-coal mining
in the Latrobe Valley, has been small operations in
relatively isolated parts of the state.
Residents of the Pilbara region of Western Australia
or the Whyalla region of South Australia would
have a better appreciation of what happens with
mining operations. Our lack of knowledge only adds
to the suspicions and concerns of the community.
The opposition believes the processes involving
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exploration and mining should be open. Mining
companies in other parts of Australia have
demonstrated their care and responsibility for what
goes on with their operations.
If the conservation movement has done nothing else

it has made the mining industry one heck of a lot
more sensitive to public opinion. That is an
important part of the tw<rway process that occurs in
a country such as Australia which, without doubt, is
the best country in the world. Because of the
importance of the mining industry to Australia's
economic development it has been good to see
mining companies responding to public pressure
and becoming sensitive to environmental issues,
social welfare and worker occupational health and
safety.
To build confidence in Victoria's mining industry
we need to specifically design a set of processes. We
have examples of protests against all sorts of
government and commercial activities. In some
places in Victoria it is very difficult to put two
houses on the one block. If you visit the eastern
suburbs you will find many protests about a simple
process like that. Protests will occur when local
planning controls are withdrawn and taken over by
government controls in the attempt to ensure
cooperation and hannony. There is a vast difference
between the government and the opposition on such
matters.
Consultation annoys governments, ministers and
bureaucrats because it tends to slow down the
process. Invariably, however, when it takes place
there is wider ownership of the process and greater
support for a proposal because people understand it.
Even though we may get rolled in the end, most of
us do not mind so long as we have had an
opportunity to have a say. If we have had an
opportunity to win the argument, the decision is
accepted and we go along with it. One of the
characteristics of the Australian community is that
we do not protest unless there has been a great
injustice.
The bill derides the importance and status of local
government. Exploration and mining will be carried
out on private land where there is some local
government control. The bill takes away the powers
of local government to have an input into the
planning processes. Since 1992 the government has
reduced the importance of local government
planning processes. That may be the fault of local
councils, although I do not know of one council in
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Victoria that would admit that its planning
processes were not good.
Regardless of whether local planning processes
slowed down development, consolidation is
important for new development. None of us handle
change well. Changes to local government power,
control and input into the planning processes will
have an effect and councils will lose their traditional
power. Those of us who have been involved in local
government understand that. Since the 1800s local
government has been jealous of the control of land
within its boundaries.
The bill takes away some of that local government
input in controlling exploration, and other groups
will also be upset by the changes. The minister
shakes his head in disagreement, but that is how I
understand it. If I am wrong, the minister should
correct me. The holder of a mining licence can now
carry on exploration in an area without having to
seek planning permits.
There are two parts to the bill, one being the
additional ability of a mining operator, if he or she
holds a mining licence, to explore without having to
go through the planning permit process.
Mr S. J. Plowman interjected.
Mr HAMILTON - There are difficulties and that
is why we have a judicial system. Certain words in
English tend to have different meanings for different
people.
In the second-reading speech, the minister states:
Section 23 of the Mineral Resources Development
(Amendment) Act 1993 overrides planning restrictions
in relation to exploration and it is the intent of this
legislation that it override those restrictions for all
exploration, whether carried out under an exploration
licence or a mining licence.

If there is no extension of the current situation there

would be no need for that clause in the bill. The
second-reading speech continues:
Clause 6 of the bill ensures that the intent of the
provision in the principal act is clarified to ensure that
it applies to all exploration as originally intended.

The bill makes two assumptions: firstly, that
exploration can be carried out without interfering
with local government planning controls or other
bodies or interests in the area, which will reduce the
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ability to have an input; and secondly, that there is
no point in exploration if the mining companies do
not have the confidence to explore because they will
not have the ability to mine what they have found.
Having explored and found a vital mineral deposit,
one must ensure that it can be mined otherwise the
exercise is ridiculous.
Mining companies are not stupid, they are
well-organised, large companies which have always
had an influential political lobby that they have
exercised effectively. The bill allows the mining
companies to explore anywhere they like without
controls because today exploration technology does
not interfere with anybody. Having explored an area
they can go ahead and confidently expect to mine. If
that is not an accurate interpretation, I should like
the minister to respond.
The bill will allow more mineral resource
development in the state at the expense of the input
of others who mayor may not be affected, be they
neighbouring land-holders, local government, the
Crown so far as designated or non-designated areas
are concerned, and wilderness societies and
conservation groups. They now have no opportunity
under the planning controls to have an input on
mining licence applications for additional
exploration. That is my interpretation and reading of
the bill.
Mr Tanner - No wonder mining never got off
the ground under you people!

Mr HAMILTON - That interjection is
appreciated. It highlights the fundamental difference
between the parties. If there were no difference
between them there would be no point in having
two sides of the house. Total agreement would make
things very boring, and debate can be boring enough
as it is! It is wonderful to be able to oppose a bill.
There is no need for the government to go overboard
in its support of mineral resources and mining
development. Mining has its problems and we need
to make sure it is supported by the community. That
can be done only by a consultative and educative
program, and the lack of public accountability
highlights another difference between the parties.
Consultation is also an important part of the
legislation's intent. The bill clarifies an uncertainty
in the right of exploration. That was the intent of the
last bill, but it was unclear. This bill clarifies the
intent of the last bill.
Mr S. J. Plowman - That was certainly the intent.
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Mr HAMILTON - We objected to the last bill,
and we object to this bill for the same reasons. The
two measures are intimately related. The purpose of
this bill is to clarify an earlier bill. If that is not the
case the minister has failed miserably to explain the
intent of this bill. If there is a lack of understanding
we should consider what happened to
communication via the written word and the
briefing the minister arranged for us. I thank the
minister for the briefing, which I and the
Honourable David White attended, and
acknowledge the cooperation of his officers. Such
briefings are an important part of the parliamentary
process, and we acknowledge the minister's
goodwill.

He may not like our objection to what he thinks is a
logical matter, and that is his right, but it would be
pOintless for me to agree with everything he said. I
disagree with most of the things he says about my
part of the world, but we will save that for another
day.
Mr S. J. Plowman interjected.
Mr HAMILTON - The minister says we should
not talk about the last bill, but I note with pleasure
that the Chair has not said I must not talk about the
last bill when discussing the intent of this bill. After
all, that is what the debate is about. We have a
responsibility to ensure that people's concerns about
mining and exploration are put before Parliament
for consideration. If in its consideration of people's
interests the government wants to say it believes it is
better to give the mining and exploration companies
open slather, and perhaps those two words should
be in inverted commas - Mr S. J. Plowman interjected.
Mr HAMILTON - I am pleased that the
minister has reacted to that term. The government
should be concerned about having controls on the
industry. The opposition does not believe it is good
enough for the minister to say, 'Trust me, I have the
interests of the people at heart'. Whether he
acknowledges that it is irrelevant to me because it
does not ensure that the process is open to the public
and subject to planning controls and input from
interest groups. Exploration companies may say,
'Rather than taking large samples, if our exploration
used high technology that did not impact on your
land, what would happen if we decided to mine
there?' That creates a large problem for the
development of the mining industry in Victoria.
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Whatever its majority in the house, no government
can ride roughshod over community input. The
community has its input every four years, and we
expect the legislation that covers and encourages
mining to reflect the fact that it is a cooperative
exercise rather than one that relies on the mood of
the minister. This minister is of good nature; he is a
happy soul. However, ministers change and we may
end up with someone who is neither good-natured
nor worried about the proper processes and controls
in the mining industry; someone who says, '1 am not
going to worry about requiring exploration
companies to do this or that'. lbat is the criticism the
opposition has. It does not want to hear the words,
'Trust us, we will generate all this wealth in Victoria'.
lbat is all very well if one assumes that mining
companies will operate in a completely responsible
manner. These days that is not a bad assumption. 1
give the mining industry credit for realising it must
do things in a better way. The minister may shake
his head about the process, but that is what is
happening. It was the intent of the last bill and it has
been clarified in this bill, and whether or not the
minister accepts it the bill is withdrawing
community consultation and the rights of people to
be involved in the process from the exploration
stage. lbat is of concern, and it is why the
opposition objects to the bill. It is the opposition's
intent to follow that line.
The bill is relatively small. Although 1 do not intend
to debate it for hours, before 1 sit down 1 must say
that, present company excluded, comments by
government speakers yesterday were unacceptable,
arrogant and disgusting. lbat debate illustrated
clearly their patronising and insulting assumption
that opposition members have not been involved in
the debate on small business.lbat is not reinforced
by what has taken place in the house.
If members have different philosophies, so be it.
Those differences have been evident in debate on
this bill and on the Mineral Resources Development
Act. 1 accept that, but 1 will not accept that a person
must be a miner before he can be a minerals and
energy minister! Not one person on the other side
could argue that to its logical conclusion. Otherwise
how could they be members of Parliament, having
not had previous experience in those positions?

The debate on the differences in philosophy was
insulting, not intellectual. 1 understand the
minister's problem, but differences should be
argued at an intellectual and not personal level.
They should be argued logically and sensibly.
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Yesterday'S debate did not do the house credit, and 1
hope behaviour such as that does not continue in
today's debate. 1 have a great respect for both the
minister's position and his integrity.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield) - I take up the last
comments of the honourable member for Morwell. I
advise him that although he is respected on both
sides of the house for being himself, the views he
put forward today exemplify perfectly why
economic stagnation came to Victoria in the late
1980s and early 1990s.
The honourable member for Morwell spoke for
1 hour, wasting Parliament's time. He revisited last
October's debate on the mining industry and did not
speak on the bill to any great extent. He made
assumptions and assertions that bore no
resemblance to the truth.
Ms Marple interjected.
Mr TANNER - The honourable member for
Altona can throw in as many comments as she
wishes. I hope that she speaks later in the debate and
that her contribution is a little better than the
contributions made by opposition members last
October. The best illustration of the extent to which
the debate then degenerated was the contribution of
the honourable member for Albert Park, who
complained about planning controls over freeway
development in Los Angeles!
The opposition does not want to see a mining
industry develop in Victoria. It wants to put every
obstruction possible in the way of people who want
to develop that industry. The honourable member
for Morwell spoke for an hour on what is a minor
bill, roaming all over the place and touching base
only on the odd occasion. He complained that third
parties will not be able to get in on the act. On behalf
of the opposition he complained that it is inadequate
that only the owners of the land and those who
propose to explore or mine it are involved in the
process. He wants third parties to be able to move
into the process and slow it down.
It is a pity that the Labor Party has learnt nothing
from its 10 years in government, during which it
slowly strangled, bit by bit and year by year, the
economic development of the state. As a result the
Victorian mining industry has almost ceased
operations. In the closing minutes of his
contribution, the honourable member for Morwell
said one of the weaknesses of the government's case
is the assumption that the mining industry will
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immediately start exploring and developing. The
government knows the reality is that the Australian
mining industry is now looking for opportunities all
over the world.
Last year I had the privilege, on behalf of
Parliament, to meet a group of senators from the
Argentinian Parliament. They were in our city and
in our COWltry meeting major mining company
representatives, trying to entice them to Argentina to
mine in the Andes.
The honourable member says the government is
assuming that the mining industry will operate in
this state. The government is not assuming that at
all. It realises that Wlless the obstructionism that has
been built in at several levels is removed, whether
that affects applications to explore or mine, major
Australian companies will not come here.
Opposition members do not realise that companies
have only a certain amoWlt of money put aside for
exploration, so they will go to those places where
they are likely to get the greatest benefit They did
not come to Victoria during the 10 years of Labor
government because they knew they would not be
able to develop what they fOWld. The former
government introduced several tiers of obstruction,
preventing mining development from taking place.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cooper) - Order!
The honourable member for Morwell was not
subjected to the barrage of interjections to which he
is subjecting the honourable member for Caulfield. I
ask him to restrain himself.
Mr TANNER - The honourable member for
Morwell attempted to fool the Parliament and public
by saying the legislation does not contain
safeguards. Let us consider some of the safeguards,
even though they are not mentioned in the bill.
Honourable members have listened for an hour to
the honourable member for Morwell wander all over
the place, so I trust that you, Mr Acting Speaker, will
give me the same latitude and let me wander all
over the place, too.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I advise the
honourable member for Caulfield that he will not be
allowed the same latitude.
Mr TANNER - I will give a summary of the
exploration situation in Victoria. According to a
document supplied by the Victorian Chamber of
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Mines, to obtain the grant of an exploration licence,
an applicant must:
1.

lodge an application with the Department of Energy
and Minerals ... detailing the area sought and work
contemplated;

2.

advertise the application, at which point
landowners/residents have the right to object to
the granting of the licence;

3.

if the licence is granted, work cannot commence until

the licence-holder has (a) negotiated a compensation agreement with the
landowner(s);
(b) obtained any other approvals which may be

necessary eg EPA, Rural Water Commission
etc. and satisfied other relevant legislation eg
Aboriginal Heritage etc.;
(c)

paid a rehabilitation bond as set by DEM;

(d) a public liability insurance;
(e)

notified private landowner(s) of intention to
work.

Those requirements must be satisfied just for
exploration to take place. If a decision to mine is
made, to secure a mining licence the prospective
miner must:
1.

lodge an application for a mining licence detailing
area sought and work contemplated;

2.

advertise the application, at which point the
landowner(s)/resident(s) have the right to object;

3.

If the mining licence is granted the licence holder
must:
(a) obtain the consent of private landholder to mark
out or obtain an authority to enter;
(b) submit a work plan for consideration by
relevant authorities including DEM, EPA,

RWC, DCNR etc.;
(c)

negotiate a compensation agreement with the
relevant private landowner(s);

(d) obtain a planning permit if required under the
local planning scheme. (Depending upon the
nature of the work proposed this could
necessitate the preparation of an EES and a
subsequent panel hearing);
(e)

pay a rehabilitation bond as set down by DEM
in consultation with the local council and
landowner(s );

(f)

hold a public liability insurance;

(g) notify private landowner(s) of intention to work.
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These are the safeguards that have been set down
and are satisfactory to the landowners. Today we
did not hear the honourable member for Morwell
complaining on behalf of the landowner; we heard
him complaining on behalf of third parties who are
not involved in the process.

The government is amending section 43 of the 1990
act which introduced the safeguards put in by the
government of which the honourable member for
Morwell was a member.They were good enough
safeguards in 1990 but are not good enough in 1994
under a different government. That is why I find it
difficult to believe that members of the opposition
really want to see a mining industry developed in
this state; the reality is they do not want it to
develop. Whenever opposition members have an
opportunity to introduce obstructionism or to
prevent some obstruction being removed, up they
get and, as occurred for an hour this morning, waste
the Parliament's time.
The honourable member for Morwell actually
mentioned the bill in his contribution for a few
minutes, and said that the government was
introducing a new schedule to the bill to ensure that
there will not be any confusion in the future about
which minerals will come under the Mineral
Resources Development Act and which will come
under the Extractive Industries Act.
The government has inserted schedule 4 of the bill,
which defines the mineral resources that will come
under the act, which are: bentonite, fine clay, kaolin,
lignite, minerals in alluvial form including those of
titanium, zirconium, rare earth elements and
platinoid group elements, peat, quartz crystals and
zeolite.
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Mr TANNER - Why didn't the opposition
specify that it opposed clause 6? Opposition
speakers have got up here today to oppose the bill
just for the bloody-mindedness of opposing it! They
have not used discernment and said, We agree with
that and we will pass it; we disagree with that and
will oppose it' - however stupid the reason may be.
No! Opposition speakers have just said, 'We oppose
it'. That shows the level of the intelligence behind
the opposition's thinking on the bill.
Mr Phillips interjected.
Mr TANNER - That is correct; the honourable
member for Eltham has struck the point The
opposition is beholden to interests more powerful
than the public's interest, which is in every section of
this community to try and recover from the
economic damage - -

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cooper) - Order!
The honourable member for Pascoe Vale does not
escape my attention by turning his back to me and
interjecting. I ask him to remain quiet.
Mr TANNER - The reality is that the
government of Victoria has set out on a program to
revitalise the community's economic interests: to set
a scene so that future generations of Victorians will
actually have a community that is worth living in
and one that they are proud of.
For 10 years Victoria stagnated economically under
the ever-throttling obstructionism of the previous
government. That government has now been
removed from office after experiencing the biggest
defeat ever handed out to a government in the
history of Victoria and yet 15 months or more later it
still has not learnt why it lost

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr TANNER - We know who the fossils are the members of the opposition - because after
10 years they still have not learnt Is the honourable
member for Morwell claiming that this schedule is a
retrograde step?

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr TANNER - The honourable member for
Morwell is telling us that the opposition opposes the
bill; it does not want it to pass.

Members of the former government came into the
house today and wasted an hour of the Parliament's
time by opposing a machinery measure in a bill to
improve the economic prospects of the mining
industry. It is a bill that will keep in place the
safeguards that the former government introduced
and that the present government improved upon
last October in the community's interest. I call upon
future opposition speakers in the debate today to
rise above the level that was shown by the
honourable member for Albert Park last October
when he talked about freeway development in Los
Angeles.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - Let me make it
quite clear that the opposition does not have any
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objection to the provisions of the bill which relate to
the definition of 'mineral', although because of the
way the bill has been introduced and the very
limited time allowed to consider it we have not had
as much time as we might have had to consider
these matters and to have broader community
consultation. Nevertheless - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr THOMSON - Yes, and we would go well if
we asked for more time, wouldn't we? Nevertheless,
on face value the provisions in relation to the
definition of 'mineral' are uncontroversial and are
not opposed by us.
The second part of the bill refers to section 23 of the

Mineral Resources Development (Amendment) Act
1993, which has been referred to, that overrides
planning restrictions in relation to exploration. That
is an essential part of the bill and we are opposed to
that part just as we were opposed to the provisions
that were introduced last year, so the opposition will
certainly vote against the bill.
If the honourable member for Caulfield wanted
opposition speakers to engage in labyrinthine
parliamentary manoeuvres to make that distinction
clearer, we can do that. Our position is not one of
opposition to the provisiOns regarding the definition
of 'mineral', but of opposition to the provisions that
take away the rights of ordinary landowners and
third parties seeking planning permits for
exploration. That is the position opposition members
took last year and it is the position we will take this
year.
If government members who support the bill, like
the honourable member for Eltham - and I wonder
what his constituents would think about that expect the opposition to support it too they are
kidding themselves. The opposition would certainly
not indicate that it has no opposition to the bill and
allow the government to go out into the community
and say, 'The opposition supported the bill; it was a
bipartisan measure'. It is not a bipartisan measure.
We opposed it last year and we will oppose it this
year.

The reason the government has come back to
Parliament with a further amendment to the bill is
that it contained a drafting flaw. There is a question
as to whether this results in a widening of the bill or
not, but certainly my understanding, when I was the
opposition spokesman in this area last year, was that
the intent of the original legislation was to override
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planning restrictions on exploration. That was the
basis of the debate and the basis upon which the
opposition opposed that bill. There may have been a
drafting flaw in the original legislation and that is
why the government has come back to clarify the
intent of the provision.
The government is of course entitled to come back to
clarify the section and to make it mean what it
understood it to mean. Equally, however, the
opposition is entitled to say that this is not a
provision it supports, and it is not going to support
it in the house today.
Legislation ought to be the subject of broad
community scrutiny and contribution, but
unhappily this provision and the issue regarding
planning restrictions on exploration come from a
lack of genuine consultation with the community,
and the provision does not enjoy broad community
support.
The bill enjoys the support of certain mining
interests, including the Victorian Chamber of Mines,
the Prospectors and Miners Association of Victoria
and other groups. However, conservation groups
such as the Victorian National Parks Association and
Victorian field naturalist clubs do not support it The
Municipal Association of Victoria is concerned about
the overriding of exploration planning controls; in
short, the bill is not supported by local government.
The Victorian Farmers Federation also does not
support the legislation. I am surprised that the VFF
does not have better access to the government. Its
views about the interests of adjoining landowners
and the difficulties they may face because of
exploration being allowed without the need for
miners to obtain planning permits have not been
adequately addressed in the legislation. It could be
said that the VFF has access to the minister, but the
decisions of ministers are made behind closed doors.
A third party or members of the public will have no
right to object and will be denied access to an appeal
tribunal. Jennie Holmes from the mining
subcommittee of the VFF has been most vocal in her
subcommittee's objections to the provision under
which planning permits will not be required before
exploration commences.
The Chamber of Mines and its members say
exploration can be carried out using modem
technology and scientific methods that will not harm
the environment. I accept that in appropriate
circumstances modem technology can allow
exploration to be carried out without harming the
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environment - but will that be done? An
appropriate regime of government monitoring of
mining practices must be put in place; the
community must be consulted and be reassured that
the safeguards are applicable. Otherwise, mining
companies will not take adequate care and will not
act as responsibly as they would if controls were in
place.
Problems will arise with different classes of miners
and mining companies. Some of the larger and more
reputable mining companies like CRA Ltd, Western
Mining Corporation Holdings Ltd and BHP use
sophisticated mining techniques and are conscious
of their environmental responsibilities. However
fly-by-nighters will not be required to obtain
exploration permits and will often not attempt to
rehabilitate explored land -particularly if they
happen to go bust. They can damage the land
through exploration without actually mining it.
Appropriate controls must be exercised over that
class of miner.
One such control is a planning-permit process that
allows third parties - environment groups,
neighbours and the like - to appeal to a tribunal
and express concern about the exploration or mining
activities undertaken by certain companies.
Mr S. J. Plowman interjected.
Mr THOMSON - Yes, but under the legislation
that is not required for exploration. That could be a
source of damage.
The absence of the requirement for planning permits
means that local government will be taken out of the
picture and will not have a say. The opposition
disagrees with that provision. Although exploration
can be conducted with minimal environmental
impact, a framework must be established to ensure
that that occurs. The legislation does not go in that
direction; nor does it pay adequate regard to the
needs of landowners and adjoining land-holders.
That gives rise to the possibility of land degradation
caused by environmentally insensitive mining.
When 1 was the opposition spokesman on energy
and minerals certain groups directed my attention to
examples of unsatisfactory activities. I dare say the
minister is aware of the unsatisfactory mining at
Avoca.1t was suggested to me that the government
had paid for the rehabilitation of that land. The
government must not be forced to foot the bill!
Mr S. J. Plowman interjected.
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Mr THOMSON - Mining activities that cause
environmental degradation should be of concern to
everyone. It is not appropriate to say that we should
loosen the controls and allow exploration without
the need for planning permits, which is what the bill
aims to achieve.

Conservation groups have expressed particular
concern about the potential impact of mineral
exploration on box and ironbark forests. In recent
years those groups have taken a keener interest in
the fate of Victoria's northern slopes and plains,
which happens to be where exploration activities are
most likely to occur. They are concerned that the
disturbance associated with any exploration may
encourage the invasion of native forests by weeds.
They have listed various orchid and bird species that
need box and ironbark forests for their survival.
The Victorian National Parks Association says that
about 85 per cent of Victoria's box and ironbark
woodlands has been cleared. The association's
members are working hard at protecting the
remaining 15 per cent. They are concerned about the
direction of government changes to mining practices.
Mr A. F. Plowman interjected.
Mr THOMSON - As I said earlier, I
acknowledge that exploration can be carried out
without causing significant environmental damage.
But it is important that mechanisms are in place to
ensure damage such as that is not caused and, in
particular, that areas of box and ironbark are not
damaged by exploration.
Exploration will occur without miners having to
obtain planning permits; therefore, many types of
land are open to exploration. When 1 heard the
honourable member for Caulfield talk about
obstructionism 1 thought, '1 hope we never discover
gold on his property, because if we do, he may not
have the same view about what constitutes
obstructionism'!
Mr S. J. Plowman interjected.
Mr THOMSON -It may be important - 1 am
unaware of the extent of his land-holdings!
However, many parcels of land will potentially be
subject to mining exploration without the need for
planning permits.
Mr McArthur interjected.
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The ACI1NG SPEAKER (Mr Cooper) - Order! I
do not think the honourable member for Monbulk's
question will be answered - perhaps he should
desist &om asking it
Mr THOMSON - Private and public land will
potentially be subject to exploration. The minister
can exempt certain areas of land from exploration or
mining - in the same way that he acted in relation
to the casino development. The Crown consortium
said, 'We want an exemption from any risk of
exploration on that property'.
Mr S. J. Plowman interjected.
Mr THOMSON - This government has done
much for the casino consortium, and I daresay that
honourable members will hear more about that in
due course. However it raises the interesting
possibility of private landowners saying to the
minister that they want guarantees that their land
will not be subject to mineral exploration. That is an
unsatisfactory process and it would be better for
those matters to be determined independently
through the planning permit process.

During my term as shadow minister a particular
region was drawn to my attention. I refer to the
golden triangle. Naturally that is an area where this
issue was likely to arise because it has been explored
and there is a potential for gold mining. However, I
draw the attention of the house to the attitude of the
City of Maryborough to planning permits and the
like:
Over the past four years none of the mining ventures
operating in this district ... have completed their
projects without leaving bad debts in the community.
In fact we believe over $2 million is owing to aeditors,
many of which are businesses based in this community.

They said that not only would the rural community
be forced to sacrifice parts of its unique bushland
greenbelt but also that the proposed legislation
could actually contribute to financial hardship
among local businesses. The City of Maryborough
said that it is not seeking to totally preclude the
mining industry from this district, but it is striving
to have controls which will protect the community
from irrespon5lble and non-viable mining
operations.
It says:
The proposed legislation will allow unviable projects to
commence operation, run up large debts and cause
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environmental damage without proper evaluations
beforehand. They are actually - -

Mr S. J. Plowman interjected.
Mr THOMSON - Yes; it is referring to the
previous bill, but the position the council takes
involves local government's ability to control
exploration and mining activities via the planning
permit process. In that case, because of the - A government member interjected.

Mr THOMSON - Well, if it is already passed,
why are you back here? The matter before the house
is the issuing of planning permits in relation to
exploration activities. The City of Maryborough
raised the problem of shonky operators. I have
expressed my concern to the house about this
problem, and once again I make the distinction
between shonky operators and companies like the
eRA Ltd, BHP, Western Mining Corporation and so
on.

I am concerned about the white shoe brigade
interested in paper activity based on owning
tenements or exploration rights. I am concerned that
companies will seek to sell shares and draw in
capital by saying that they own exploration rights
and tenements and that people should invest in
them. The end result will be that investors will be
ripped off.
I have previously raised the matter with the minister
on behalf of the Shire of Bet Bet, which drew it to my
attention. The proposed legislation and the direction
the government has taken may promote the
problem. One thing that distinguishes the
opposition from the government is that the
opposition has a concept of public interest; it is
interested in the views of an array of community
groups and people with legitimate interests in these
sorts of issues. The government is interested only in
individual interests.

It is often difficult to determine what constitutes
public interest. The honourable member for
Caulfield argued that the provisions contained in the
bill will promote public interest The best way of
determining public interest is through an open and
consultative process involving independent panels;
it cannot be done by decisions made by ministerial
fiat That is why the removal of the planning permit
provision from the bill is a retrograde step.
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The opposition is concerned that the requirements
for public notice and exhibition, panel hearings and
so on have disappeared as a result of steps the
government has taken. Problems will arise because
adequate regard will not be given to the needs of the
farming community, local government and
conservation groups. It does not represent a step
forward.
A claim was made that adequate consultation had
taken place regarding land-use issues, yet the
opposition has had a procession of groups coming to
it saying that they have not had the opportunity of
having their say and that the government has taken
no notice of them. mtimately greater protection will
be necessary.
The opposition does not intend to oppose those
sections of the bill relating to the definition of
minerals, transitional provisions and the like, but the
exploration issue is important for the whole
community, and the opposition does not support the
steps the government is taking.
Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - I will restrict most
of my comments on this bill to the provision the
opposition finds contentious - that is, clause 6.
However I will first rebut some of the specious
comments made by opposition members. I
understand that the honourable member for Pascoe
Vale is a former university medal winner, so he
should understand what specious means, and he is
in a good position to recognise it when he
contributes in that way to the debate.

During his contribution, the honourable member
said that the government has paid for rehabilitation
works at A voca and he spoke of past mining
disasters, accusing the government of sponsoring all
sorts of fly-by-night operators. I point out that that
has happened regardless of the party in power and
regardless of the rules, and it certainly happened
during the Labor party's 10 years in government.
I am advised that the honourable member's
allegation that the government has paid for some of
the rehabilitation work at Avoca is completely
incorrect. The licensees are bound to provide bond
money for rehabilitation work; the bond money has
been used in that instance and the rehabilitation
work is proceeding satisfactorily. Perhaps the
honourable member for Pascoe Vale should check
his facts before he spouts that sort of nonsense
which is designed to deliberately inflame the
community and scare people.
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I am at a loss to understand why the opposition is
opposing the bill. So far honourable members have
heard that it is not objecting to the idea of schedule 4
being expanded to include a new set of minerals.
The opposition to the bill seems to hang on clause 6.
Clause 6 is a technical amendment; it simply
removes an existing or potential ambiguity in the
principal act amended last year. It does not in any
way increase or reduce the rights of any individual
or group of individuals in the community. It amends
section 43 of the principal act. This clause gives
as-of-right exemptions to the holders of existing
mining licences.
The Mineral Resources Act 1990 was introduced by
the then Minister for Industry and Economic
Planning, the Honourable David White in another
place. It contained section 43 which was amended
by the then opposition on the motion of the
Honourable James Guest in another place, with the
agreement of the then government and the then
minister. However, Mr White now seems to be
pulling the strings of opposition members in this
place because they are opposing the bill for no good
reason. Section 43 was amended to allow the holders
of existing mining licences to explore within the area
covered by those licences - not in any other
areas - without the necessity of obtaining a
planning permit.
Those honourable members who have any interest
in mining in this state, and its potential to create jobs
and wealth, know that those who operate mining
licences must submit a work plan for approval. The
work plan details all the work that is to be carried
out in the licensed area. The holders of licences who
wish to vary the work they are carrying out or to
carry out any new work must amend their work
plans. The department has an inspectorate to ensure
that the provisions of work plans submitted by
licence holders are complied with. There is no need
for holders of mining licences to undergo
unnecessary bureaucratic red tape and expose
themselves to frivolous third-party objections in
order to carry out low level exploration in an area
for which they already hold mining and exploration
licences. For the opposition to suggest this is an
extension of rights that will lead to wholesale rape
and pillage of the environment is absolute claptrap. I
look forward to the contribution of the honourable
member for Altona so that she can explain how
clause 6 amends section 43 of the act in such a way
that it will lead to wholesale exploration outside
existing mining licence areas.

MINERAL RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT (FURTHER AMENDMENT) BILL
Thursday, 24 March 1994

ASSEMBLY

Clause 6 does not change the existing provisions
regarding exploration outside mining licence areas
in any way; all it does is amend section 43 of the
principal act by substituting for the words 'a
licensee' the words 'the holder of an exploration
licence or mining licence'.
The principal act makes clear that a person who
holds an existing exploration licence or mining
licence is entitled to explore within the boundaries
of that licence area without going through the
planning process yet again. It should be borne in
mind that that can be done only within the confines
and requirements laid down in the work plan.
It surprises me that the opposition found this

objectionable. I will be interested to hear how this
extends rights to any group or individual, or how it
diminishes the right of any group or individual. I
understand the department has received no
objection to this proposal from any significant
industry or community group. I have received no
comment from the green groups in my electorate to
say that this will lead to the wholesale rape and
pillaging of the Monbulk area. It will not affect
people-Mr Seitz - Do they know?

Mr McARTHUR - Yes, they know. It will not
affect the people in the Monbulk area at all. The only
people who have any interest in this are those who
hold existing exploration and mining licences, and
the only people who could possibly object to this
clarification are those who make their living from
and are interested in preventing wealth and job
creation. They are the people who bind up the
community in obstructive processes - the lawyers,
who would endlessly take action through the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal in order to
obstruct the creation of wealth and jobs.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr McARTHUR - The honourable member for
Morwell should bear in mind that his area has a
reasonable history of mining and exploration. One
or two jobs in his area are dependent upon the
ability of someone to dig something out of the
ground. I am surprised that he objects to a company
being able to explore within the bounds of its licence
area. I will be interested to hear how he is met when
he returns to his electorate. I see he has ducked out
of the chamber - I wonder how he will explain his
attitude to the good people of Morwell.
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It should be kept in mind that when the Mineral

Resources Act was introduced in 1990 the then
minister, David White, in his second-reading speech
said that one major provision of the bill was to
reduce the types of licences for exploration and
mining to two: exploration licences and mining
licences. That makes good sense, and a proliferation
of permits and licences will be removed. The
intention was to have a mining licence as the
pre-eminent type of licence. If the act continued with
the existing or potential ambiguities we would face
the absurd situation of holders of mining licences
having to seek exploration licences to explore their
own mining leases - that is, seeking a lower grade
of licence to explore in an area where a pre-eminent
grade of licence is held. That is nonsense.
I have mentioned the work plans. Members of the
opposition who have an interest in the industry will
be aware of the existence of work plans. Holders of
licences must operate under the conditions laid
down in their work plans and they can do nothing
other than the work stipulated. Departmental
inspectors oversee the operations of the
licence-holders to ensure that they comply with the
conditions set out in the work plans. If the holders of
exploration licences wish to vary their activities they
must seek variations of their work plans. The
community interest is protected in this area. It is
nonsense to suggest otherwise. However, the
opposition would have us pander to those who
obstruct initiative. It is time that we acted in the
interest of the whole community by fostering
initiative, investment and wealth creation rather
than putting up absurd and nonsensical barriers to
job and wealth creation.
Some ridiculous scaremongering took place during
the second-reading debate. Opposition members
talked about invasion of privacy with rabid miners
and explorers laying waste to public land in certain
areas. I point out to the opposition that before
entering private land, any mining company or
individual holder of a licence must have an
agreement signed by the owner of the land covering
compensation and assessment of the effect of any
damage to the private land-holder's interest or land
as a result of exploration or mining. Those
provisions in the principal act are not amended or
diminished in any way by the bill, and it is nonsense
for the opposition to suggest they are. Yet
opposition members scare the pants off people by
suggesting that when this minor and tedmical
amendment bill goes through, suddenly the front
paddock will be swarming with people digging up
crops or scaring dairy cows.
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Safeguards already exist in the principal act. They
operate in the best interests of both the community
and existing land-holders who mayor may not have
minerals under their land. It is also recognised that
the minerals under the land are the property of the
Crown. I do not imagine the opposition would dare
to suggest that situation should be altered. Perhaps
the honourable member for Altona will clarify that.
As the honourable member for Caulfield said, the
opposition to the bill is mindless and a waste of
time. It serves no purpose. The bill simply clarifies
amendments to the principal act to remove existing
ambiguities. It does not alter existing prOvisions in
any way. It does not add to or detract from the
rights of individuals or groups. It should be
supported by all honourable members who are
concerned with the interests of the whole
community and not simply with partisan nonsense
and obstruction. I support the bill.
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - Much has been said by
government members questioning whether
opposition members have a right to speak on the
bill. I point out that that is exactly what we are here
for, to raise objections and speak on behalf of people
who may question proposed legislation - voters
who are interested in their state, including miners,
conservationists, people who work with their hands,
people who work with their minds and members of
Parliament.
All honourable members are elected and have a
right to speak on legislation. I am taking time to
speak on the bill because it is important.
Government members have said in this and other
debates that mining will help create jobs and wealth.
However, the government may be getting a bit
carried away if it believes that open slather for
mining will bring jobs and wealth. To date, it has not
done so and it has created some problems. One of
the concerns is that the bill had to be introduced to
reinforce the existing legisla tion
Mr S. J. Plowman interjected.
Ms MARPLE - I hear the minister saying by
interjection that that was a throwaway line, but the
legislation introduced last year, which is being
clarified by this bill, raised concerns about what can
happen without planning controls. That is why
people like land-holders, the Victorian Farmers
Federation, local government bodies and the
dreaded conservationists are concerned.
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Conservationists are people; they are voters who are
interested in jobs and wealth for Victoria. They are
also interested in creating the sort of work that will
ensure that Victoria remains a state of great natural
beauty. No-one on this side of the house would deny
that mining is an important and integral part of
everybody's life. The harnessing and utilisation of
natural resources affects everything we do and
assists us to maintain our quality of life. The
opposition requests that in gaining those natural
resources we note all the natural resources and
ensure that reclamation is carried out so that we do
not lose our flora and fauna. We must ensure that
exploration and mining are carried out with care.
The government is sincere in its encouragement of
mining. It believes that cutting away the red tape
and regulations will achieve what it wants to
achieve. The government trusts the mining
companies. Although some larger companies have
shown they are trustworthy and take into account
the environment, there are also fly-by-nighters who
use the land and incur debts in rural areas that affect
the small business people whom government
members are keen to support. Debts totalling more
than $2 million were incurred in the Maryborough
area. Does it really help small business in rural areas
to open the door so that this sort of thing can
continue?
Although I understand that the government's
intention in introducing this and other bills is to
assist the mining industry, it should also take into
account the views expressed in the house today by
opposition members and on other occasions by
groups outside Parliament. It is a poor state of
affairs when government members simply ridicule
the opposition by saying that it should take this all
in good faith and just say it is okay. That is not what
the opposition is here for.
One of the main areas of concern is open
consultation. When the honourable member for
Monbulk said that cutting back regulations and
allo~ing mining to go ahead would mean that
everyone would benefit, he was also saying that not
all people have a right to suggest that the
government should reconsider the legislation.
It will be on the government's head if the legislation
results in Victoria's flora and fauna not being
protected. However, I do not want to go down that
track and find in the future that it is too late. I am
concerned that flora and faWla will not be protected
under the bill. We have the reassurance of the
minister. Honourable members who have known
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the minister over many years know that he is most
sincere about his portfolio. I am sure he will monitor
the situation carefully to make sure nothing
untoward happens to our flora and fauna.
However, because members of Parliament and
governments come and go we cannot always be
assured that we will have a minister who will watch
over us carefully and avoid becoming the victim of
his or her department or of an industry that wishes
to exploit and not return to the natural environment
what we would all agree should be returned.
I shall mention one specific area to reinforce the
concerns of groups and individuals out in the
community. Many of our natural areas have been to use an Australian expression - knocked about. I
am referring particularly to the box and ironbark
areas. Although people reassure us that it will be
fine because those areas are regenerating, they ~re
often so small that their retention in their current
condition is most important.
In addition, the Long Forest Mallee area is a unique

and limited part of the Mallee south of the Great
Divide. Certain people have suggested to me that
the exploration licences are so open that these areas
will be at great risk because residents will have no
say in what happens.
Exploration is one of those words where the
definition varies according to one's experiences.
Some people think of exploration as someone
digging small holes here and there and taking
samples back to a mysterious laboratory to assess
the mineral content. Others, who have had different
experiences, visualise bulldozers taking off the top
layer of soil and miners saying to land·holders, 'Of
course we put aside the top soil' and 'Of course we
will restore it', and, 'Yes we will plant lots of trees'.
The result is often that either the company goes
broke and that does not happen or the trees are
planted at an inappropriate time and do not grow.
Sometimes a company does exactly what it said it
would do: it has the knowledge and resources to be
able to do just that. Therefore one's view of
exploration very much depends on one's personal
experiences.
But that does not stop us from being concerned
about those groups that for one reason or another
are not able to restore the country to its original
condition. lbat is what most people in the
community are concerned about. Most people
consider that the exploration now going ahead
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without the necessary checks and balances is
inappropriate.
Although all of us have different views about who
has the right ideas and whether the state is going in
the right direction, it is beholden on all of us to listen
to a range of views. The greatest skill of all is to put
those views together and come up with the best
overall plan, not only for the state but for a
particular area that may be subject to exploration.
Therefore, although I understand that the bill is
necessary to clarify some issues, the opening up of
exploration and the exclusion of people who should
have some say in what is happening - Mr McArthur interjected.
Ms MARPLE -If it is right, why are people so
worried about it?
Mr McArthur - Because you've been out there
stirring them up!
Ms MARPLE - No, I talk about all sorts of other
things; I have not spoken to anyone about mining.
People have telephoned me about that.
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - On a point of
order, Mr Acting Speaker, it is 12:15 p.m. on
Thursday, 24 March, and my point of order relates
to ministers who, to avoid their community
obligations, use the excuse that Parliament is Sitting.
Let it be noted that the Minister for Community
Services is not in the house, but more importantly he
isnot-Mr S. J. PloWDlan interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cooper) - Order!
Will the honourable member please explain the
relevance of his point of order to the debate
currently taking place on the Mineral Resources
Development (Further Amendment) Bill? If he
cannot explain its relevance, there is no point of
order.
Mr BATCHELOR - The relevance is that the
Minister for Community Services advised
community groups that he would be in the house at
this time and he is not - The ACTING SPEAKER -Order! There is no
point of order. The honourable member for
Thomastown is abusing the forms of the house by
raising a spurious point of order and he knows full
well that he is doing so. If he persists in doing so I
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will have no option but to call Mr Speaker to deal
with him.

Ms MARPLE (Altona) - It is important that all
parties have a say in whatever bill is before the
community. I strongly object to government
speakers saying that we have no right to speak on
the bill. They said that because the bill is simple it
should be given the go ahead. They said it was not
important for the opposition to have a say about
issues of concern. For all those people who voted
opposition members into the house I have now
stated those concerns.
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN (Minister for Energy and
Minerals) - I thank the honourable members for
Morwell, Caulfield, Pascoe Vale, Monbulk and
Altona for their comments. In relation to one of the
matters raised by the honourable member for Altona
I make it very clear at the outset that the govenunent
strongly supports not only the right but the
responsibility of all members of Parliament to make
contributions on any bill they choose.
The honourable member for Altona may have
misunderstood. The tone of the remarks was not that
opposition members should not make comments on
the bill but that the comments should be relevant. I
am not saying the comments of the honourable
member for Altona are not relevant - she made
points that were relevant and appropriate to a
particular point of view. And that is what debate is
all about. The government strongly upholds the
right of any member to speak on any bill at any time,
and I want there to be no misunderstanding on that
point.
As the honourable member for Monbulk mentioned,
the bill is Simple. Although agreement exists
between the government and the opposition on
some aspects of the bill, the opposition has taken
issue with the purpose of clause 6. Some
government members are critical of opposition
contributions in that, when examining the clause's
contents, the opposition was trying to regenerate a
debate on the amending bill that passed through this
house in the spring session last year.
Clause 6, a machinery clause, is simple. It states:
In section 43 of the principal act (a) In subsection (3) for "a licensee" substitute "the
holder of an exploration licence or mining licence";

The clause clarifies the rights of the holder of a
mining licence to explore within the borders of that
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mining licence area without having to seek a
planning permit. It does not mean he or she can
proceed without adhering to all the other prOvisions
required by the act.
When the honourable member for Altona was
speaking about open slather on exploratory mining I
interjected that she should read the act. I encourage
the honourable member and her colleagues to read
the 1990 act, which I believe was a good example of
bipartisan examination of the mining industry. The
process was designed to draft legislation that would
allow exploratory mining to take place in Victoria
and ensure that the rights of land-holders, public
land managers and the community at large were
protected. I believe the Mineral Resources
Development Act went a long way towards doing
that. The minister of the day and I, as opposition
spokesman, made it very clear that we thought it
was a worthwhile exercise. The former opposition
introduced about 100 amendments to the act, all of
which were accepted by the minister - and I might
say gratefully - because we worked together in the
interests of the mining industry and the better land
and economic management of the state. The
opposition's concern about this very small
machinery clause is, if I can borrow from
Shakespeare, much ado about nothing. It is a simple
clause.
The honourable member for Altona denies that she
has been stirring up trouble in the electorate on this
issue -and I believe her. However, some of her
colleagues are guilty of spreading rumours and
creating misapprehension about the aims of the
amending bill. The opposition has been obViously
cranked up by the opposition spokesman on energy
and minerals in another place, Mr White. I do not
believe the opposition spokesman in this house, the
honourable member for Morwell, really believes
what he has been saying about the application of
this small machinery provision. The opposition's
intention is obviously to drum up misapprehension
and concern in the community.
The govenunent wants to ensure that responsible
mining takes place in Victoria. A strong mining
industry will very much assist the economic
recovery of the state. It will help to provide
economic activity and employment, particularly in
regional areas of Victoria where that is sadly needed.
The honourable member for Morwell is well aware
of the current level of unemployment in his
electorate, especially with the downsizing of the
State Electricity CommisSion, which was largely
achieved by the former govenunent.
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Mr Hamilton interjected.

Mr S. J. PLOWMAN - He agrees that there is an
unemployment problem. If the government were
successful in developing a mining venture in the
Latrobe Valley in addition to the significant one that
already exists - and it is one of the most significant
in the world - it would be of advantage to his
constituents and to all Victorians.
The honourable member for Pascoe Vale suggested
that the government seems to be getting into bed
with the white-shoe brigade and the real estaters in
the mining industry. I make it clear that the
government has no brief at all with the white-shoe
brigade. We want to see genuine, responsible miners
operating for the benefit of the state. If opposition
members have any concerns about the bona fides of
people offering themselves for exploratory mining
- those who are simply using the system to their
own advantage, not for the benefit of the state they can advise me in pY:"ivate or tell my
departmental officers. I would welcome that
information in confidence because we want to get
those people out of mining in this state for the future
benefit of the industry.
The honourable member for Morwell also referred to
the proclamation date of the amending provisions.
As clause 6 amends the previous provision which
has already been proclaimed I suggest the
proclamation date will apply to the original date of
proclamation. He also expressed concern about the
government's intentions in transferring various
substances referred to in the Extractive Industries
Act to the Mineral Resources Development Act. The
government introduced the schedule to remove any
ambiguity covering those particular substances.
Although he said some of those substances lie on the
surface of the earth, I remind him of the definition of
mineral under the principal act which I believe has
been accepted by all parties. It describes a 'mineral'
as 'any substance which occurs naturally as part of
the earth's crust', so those substances would clearly
come under that definition. There has been some
doubt as to whether some of those substances are
minerals. The generic tenn 'minerals' is well
understood but the government believes any
ambiguity could lead to court challenges and
landowners, potential miners or people working
under extractive industries not understanding
clearly what the law intends. It is desirable to clarify
any areas of ambiguity. This schedule should not be
seen to be an exclusive list but it simply refers to a
number of other substances which are specifically
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mentioned in the generic mineral definition to
overcome any ambiguity.
The opposition also raised concern about the need
for clause 6 to clarify section 43 of the act. I believe
the honourable member for Monbulk summed it up
very well when he said the original act introduced in
1990 by the former Labor government included
section 43(3) which made it clear that except for bulk
sampling there was no need for a planning pennit
for exploration. Proper exploration is a permitted
use. It is not an as-of-right use or open slather. It is
carefully controlled by the department and
government inspectors.
The honourable member for Pascoe Vale expressed
concern about how the government will guarantee
control of some dubious mining companies. I make
it clear to the house that it is the intention of the
government, through the regional inspectorial
service, which is comprised of highly skilled
technical people, to keep a close watch on the
performance of miners to ensure that they carry out
their exploration operations exactly to the
requirements of the conditions that will be set out in
their licences. If they do not, they will forfeit their
licences and will find it very hard to get further
licences. The government will adopt that level of
discipline without offering any apology to the
mining industry to ensure that we get rid of people
who are not willing to behave.

Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN - Exactly. They are no
good for the industry. We want an industry that has
a sustained future, an industry that has a good
relationship with private land-holders and private
public managers and has a future in this state. Any
individuals who are prepared to do the sorts of
things that occurred in the Avoca area, under the
previous administration, will be chased out of the
industry. I do not want that situation to happen
again. That does Victoria no good and it does an
industry which has the potential to employ and
promote economic growth in regional Victoria no
service at all.
Mention was made of the necessity to protect the
box and ironbark areas of the state. The government
agrees that those areas should be protected, but the
example of Western Mining Corporation when it
carried out drilling in the Stawell area should be
considered. I inspected the area a month after the
corporation had drilled in the area and was hard
pressed to find any sign of that major drilling
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project. It also proved to conservation groups, who
have legitimate concerns, that exploration can be
properly controlled and that irresponsible behaviour
will not take place if mining companies have the
right attitude and the appropriate licence
conditionss.
The honourable member for Pascoe Vale referred to
the concerns of the City of Maryborough. The city
has informed me that it is not opposed to mining
and welcomes mining in the area, however, it is
concerned about open-rut mining in its forests. My
department has recognised those concerns and the
government will be doing all it can to cooperate with
the City of Maryborough to ensure that mining has
no adverse environmental effects.

Thursday, 24 March 1994

Noes, 24
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Brumby,Mr
Coghill,Or
Cunningham, Mr
Dollis,Mr
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton, Mr
Leighton, Mr
Loney, Mr
Marple,Ms

Micallef,Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr (Teller)
Roper,Mr
Sandon,Mr
Seitz, Mr
Sercombe, Mr
Sheehan, Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Vaughan, Or (Teller)
Wilson,Mrs

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

The bill simply introduces machinery changes. The
opposition has overplayed the impact that clause 6
will have, and I hope we do not see a repeat of the
irresponsible publicity and misleading reports that
were put forward when a bill was introduced to this
place in the spring session last year. This bill does
not change anything that was passed by Parliament
during that session.

P~sed

remaining stages.

PETROLEUM (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 10 March; motion of Mr S. J.
PLOWMAN (Minister for Energy and Minerals).

House divided on motion:

Ayes, 51
Ashley,Mr
Bildstien, Mr
Brown,Mr
Clark, Mr
Cooper,Mr
Davis,Mr
Dean, Or
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Finn,Mr
Heffeman, Mr
Henderson, Mrs (TellD')
HOneywood, Mr
Hyams,Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John, Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McGill, Mrs (Teller)
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McLellan, Mr
McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or

Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton,Mr
Pescott,Mr
Peulich,Mrs
Phillips,Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Plowman, Mr S.J.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr I.W.
Spry,Mr
Steggall,Mr
Tanner,Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Turner,Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
WeUs,Mr

Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - The bill amends
the Petroleum Act to clarify that royalties are to be
paid on the value of petroleum at the wellhead and
to provide for the delegation of powers by the
minister. The opposition opposes the latter provision
for reasons that I shall explain.
Petroleum royalties do not affect state revenue
because at present the Victorian government does
not obtain revenue from the offshore production of
petroleum in Bass Strait. But under the current
legislation, if royalties were to be paid they would
be 40 per cent higher than the royalties obtained by
other states for similar developments. The state's
responsibilities apply only within the ~mile limit.
Clause 4 makes petroleum production equally
attractive either in the coastal basin within the 3-mile
limit or onshore. The opposition does not object to
that because the production of petroleum products
is of great importance not just to the state but to the
country. The opposition is bemused that the
government is gambling on it being better to have
something rather than nothing; but if exploration or
petroleum production does not occur there will be
no royalties to argue about.
Exploration is occurring in a number of places
throughout the state and some promising natural
gas fields have been found. However, the opposition
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is worried, as is the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee, which has raised legitimate concerns for
consideration by Parliament, about the delegation
powers of the Minister for Energy and Minerals. The
minister is not able to delega te powers of the Crown
when a state of war exists - God forbid that that
should ever happen -or a national emergency
occurs. However, the bill says that the minister shall
have the authority to delegate powers in relation to
petroleum operations, the power to maintain and
construct pipelines and so on. The opposition does
not oppose that; its concerns relate to the delegation
of other powers.
We would not be so foolish as to assume that the
minister wants to delegate ministerial powers so that
he can have a game of golf or tennis a couple of days
each week. That has never been the intent of
previous ministers, even going back to one of the
longest-serving energy and minerals ministers, Jim
Baliour, who was a worthy servant of the state for
many years. Knowing Jim, I can say he would not
have wished to delegate anything! It has never been
necessary to delegate powers. Ministers are always
readily available, and when they take leave acting
ministers are appOinted. The delegation powers
refer to routine administrative tasks that require
approval, as well as other activities that are required
for operations to proceed.
The opposition understands that that is in the
interests of the powerful oil industry. Most
honourable members would be aware that the
budgets of most oil companies exceed the federal
budget. We are dealing with big players and they
are keen to proceed as effectively and efficiently as
possible.
Legislation empowers inspectors to carry out certain
procedures in industry. The opposition appreciates
that. Safety and occupational health and safety
regulations must be complied with. The problem is
that the industry is volatile - and no pun is
intended. Events that take place in one country can
have huge international reperCUSSions. It is
important that delegated powers are considered
seriously. Delegation is not a problem when
everything is going okay. It is the nature of the beast
that if something goes wrong -either the refusal of
an application is refused or an accident or
emergency occurs - no-one wants to take the blame.
Because of the possibility of litigation and other
problems that might occur people tend to want to
duckshove the blame and say, 'It was not my fault'.
That could occur in the industry. I hope those
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occasions are extremely rare. It would be nice if
people could say that because of delegation they did
not have direct responsibility when certain events
occurred.
However, regardless of the minister's delegating of
responsibility, the buck stops with the minister. That
is a fact of life. The problem the opposition has with
the bill as it stands concerns the path of
accountability to the minister. I would be pleased if
the minister could explain that. If he did so, perhaps
the opposition would withdraw its objections. That
is what happens when lawyers draft legislation; the
message gets lost in the jargon.
The opposition is not objecting to the reason, but to
the process. The bill does not clearly explain the path
of accountability. To whom will the minister
delegate? What will be delegated? How will the
industry's difficulty with the current processes be
sorted out? That serious issue needs to be clarified.
This important industry has great potential for
development in Victoria.
Exploration reveals that petroleum is available
within the three-mile limit and on shore, but
whether there are viable amounts to warrant
production I do not know. That is the opposition's
objection to the bill and it wants to make it clear that
that is why it is opposing it.
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN (Minister for Energy and
Minerals) - I thank the honourable member for
Morwell for explaining the reason he is objecting to
the delegation aspects of the bill. Delegation is
widely accepted in every administration's
legislation. It may be that in this case the opposition
considers the power of delegation to be too broad, a
factor to which the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee referred.
The honourable member for Morwell rightly said
that delegation is ultimately the responsibility of the
minister. If something goes wrong the buck stops
with the minister. The minister will not exercise
delegation lightly. Delegation is given only after
considerable thought. If matters are delegated, there
must be responsibility from the delegate back to the
source of delegation, the minister.
In reply to the specifics raised by the honourable

member for Morwell, delegation will be given
principally only to two sources. The first is the
manager of petroleum resources development, who
is basically head of the petroleum section of the
department. He is a senior man with many years
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experience, a person to whom I would delegate in
absolute confidence. I accept what the honourable
member for Morwell says: it is an important
industry and delegation must be handled carefully.
The second people to whom the minister would
delegate are inspectors.
I will instance three areas where delegation is
needed and explain why if the minister were not
immediately available problems could arise. As the
honourable member for Morwell and the house are
probably well aware, because an enormous amount
of drilling is taking place around Australia at
present there is a scarcity of rigs. Because of the cost
of rigs, if a company negotiates a rig at the last
minute and wants to start drilling, it wants a quick
answer; it cannot afford to have that rig lying idle.
Also rig operators have all types of other calls on
their services. Under those circumstances it would
be appropriate for the manager of petroleum
resources - the head of the petroleum section of my
department - to be able to make a quick decision
without having to chase the minister for permission
for a drilling program to start. He could say, I, the
delegate, give permission for drilling to commence.
That is one example. I might be hard to locate; I
might be visiting the honourable member for
Morwell and looking at interesting things like
coalmines! Those decisions must be made quickly.
Although it is an important decision, it is not of
great moment.
The second situation occurs when a drilling program
reaches the stage where the company wants to pull
out of a hole, cap it and start in the next spot. Under
the current act there is no power of delegation to cap
a hole. The company does not have the minister's
permission to start an adjacent drilling hole.
However, although companies want things to
happen quickly, they cannot anticipate just when
they will finish. If such finishing times could be
anticipated the company would be able to make the
appropriate arrangements. The lack of delegation
powers and consequent time delays would make
that a costly exercise. The cost per minute is
astronomical. Oearly the industry does not want to
waste money. Delegation of those kinds of powers is
appropriate.
The third area involves the inspection of rigs to
satisfy the minister about whether they are safe to
drill in our waters. The inspector must carry out the
inspection, make the decision and tell the minister.
The minister must then give pennission. Since we
have to trust inspectors to make that decision in the
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first instance, the decision about setting up the rigs
should also be delegated.
In so far as departmental accountability is
concerned, if and when the bill passes I will require
that I am informed regularly of all decisions made
under delegated power. There will be direct
accountability back to the minister and the minister
is accountable to all Victorians in Parliament at
question time.
I am satisfied of the need for delegation and there
will be proper accountability for that delegation.
There are many good reasons why delegation
should happen. Many acts contain delegation
powers. I will quote the act most relevant to the
industry - the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act.
It has similar controls about petroleum from the
high-water mark out to the three-mile limit. Section
16 of that act states:
(1) The Minister may, either generally or as otherwise
provided by the instrument of delegation, by
writing signed by him delegate to a person - -

Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.03 p.m.

ABSENCE OF MINISTER
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the house that
the Premier will be absent from question time as he
is attending the Premiers Conference. The Deputy
Premier will handle any questions addressed to the
Premier.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Australia Air International
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
direct my question to the Deputy Premier. Why has
the government offered to give or lend Australia Air
International $5 million and unspecified tax breaks
to provide direct flights to Melbourne when the
chief executive officer of the company, Mr Colin
Hendrick, announced in June last year that the
company had already decided to operate direct
services in and out of Melbourne?
Mr McNAMARA (Deputy Premier) - I thank
the Leader of the Opposition for his question to
either the Premier or the Deputy Premier; it has
taken him weeks to ask a question of anyone in this
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chair. Clearly he is intimidated by the Premier. It is
only when the Premier is not in the house that he is
prepared to come out of his burrow!

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the Deputy
Premier to return to the answer.
Mr McNAMARA -It is nice to see the rabbit out
of his burrow! The Leader of the Opposition should
understand the importance of the tourism industry
to the state and recognise that the government has
set about a deliberate policy of ensuring that
Victoria gets a better share of tourist visitation.
Tourism is the major growth industry in Australia
and Victoria should get more of that growth.
The government has developed a deliberate strategy
that by the year 2000, 50 000 new jobs will be created
in an industry that currently employs 130 000.
Rather than being negative and knocking every
positive initiative, the Leader of the Opposition
should be supportive of anything that will provide
employment and growth. For the decade it was in
government the Labor Party was against growth and
employment and at every opportunity it will always
talk Victoria down.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The level of interjection
is far too high. I ask the Deputy Premier to round off
his answer.
Mr McNAMARA - Victorians are desperately
pleading for an opposition with some vision of the
future and, more importantly, with some leadership,
which the opposition lacks. I endorse what the
Premier has done because it is good for employment
and investment in the state.

Commonwealth-state financial
arrangements
Mr WELLS (Wantima) - Will the Treasurer
inform the house of the government's response to
the commonwealth's offer to the states?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I thank the
honourable member for his question because I know
he is enthralled with the intricacies of
comrnonwealth-state finances. For most of the past
two years a positive, constructive and cooperative
relationship has been emerging between the
commonwealth and the states. A strong working
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relationship has developed despite the fact that there
is an Australian Labor Party government in
Canberra and that, with the exception of
Queensland, other governments around Australia
have progressively changed to coalition
governments. Throughout that time the
commonwealth has taken a lead in promoting that
atmosphere.
The statements of the past two successive federal
Treasurers and the Prime Minister have looked
forward to a more positive and cooperative
federalism. Unfortunately yesterday'S offer
regarding commonwealth-state financial
relationships over the next three years appears to
have brought that to an end.
It is a mark of how unsatisfactory the
commonwealth approach is that there is bipartisan
support for the view that the offer does not meet the
aspirations of the people as well as all Australian
governments for a more cooperative relationship as
the nation emerges from this severe recession.
Unfortunately it is not only in the general revenue
grants that there is a steady shift of resources away
from the people who actually pay the taxes. Let us
not forget that the money we are talking about is not
the commonwealth government's money: it is
provided by the taxpayers, who are constituents of
the commonwealth government throughout
Australia, be they Victorians or citizens of other
states. The money is collected from Victoria, which
subsidises other states to the extent of $700 million a
year.

We are also seeing a massive diversion of funds
from state services to the commonwealth
government. The honourable member for
Williamstown is nodding. I know she experienced
that problem when she was the Premier of Victoria.
Over the past 10 years, as a proportion of
commonwealth tax revenue, grants to the states
have declined from approximately 19 per cent to just
15 per cent, which is a massive shift of resources
from state services to commonwealth programs and
priorities. In monetary terms, if the states were to
receive even the average distribution they received
between 1976 and 1985 they would share $3.7 billion
more than they did last year.
We are not suggesting that state grants ought to be
increased by $3.7 billion, but until yesterday it
appeared to the states that the commonwealth
believed it was critical to start the process of
redressing the imbalance. Yesterday's
announcement will only aggravate the trend.
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Together with specific purpose payments the state
budget as a whole would be $150 million worse off
next year if the commonwealth adhered to the
proposition it has advanced.
In yesterday'S announcement the commonwealth
explicitly predicated this package on the states'
commitment to micro-economic reform. Both sides
of this house have a commitment to micro-economic
reform. H the commonwealth aggravates the
financial position of the state governments generally
and of Victoria and New South Wales in particular,
it can only retard the movement towards those
essential micro-economic reforms. TIns government
is committed to micro-economic reform, but the
commonwealth is making the task more difficult for
us. A classic example is the discriminatory
application of resource rent tax to Victoria.
Mr BAKER (SWlShine) -On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, surely an issue of such breadth and
importance requires more attention than a lengthy
answer at question time is able to provide. The
opposition would be delighted if the minister would
take the opportunity available to him to make a
ministerial statement on the matter and allow the
opposition to debate it. He may well find that we
concur with his views. It is inappropriate to use a
broad and rushed approach to an issue of such
importance, especially during question time, which
only wastes the time available to members to ask
questions.
The SPEAKER - Order! Whether he takes up
the suggestion is up to the Treasurer. I ask the
Treasurer to round off his answer.
Mr STOCKDALE (freasurer) - I do not want to
be ungracious, but it is a tragedy that the shadow
Treasurer has taken that sort of approach. This
matter could not be more germane than it is today.
During a radio program this morning the
honourable member did the right thing and acted in
the public interest, and as he is a member for whom
I have great personal affection it is
disappointing - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - Even after you have lived
that down, sweetheart, people will still remember
that in the critical hour in the fight for Victoria's
interests and for a fair deal for state services, you
chose to try to make a cheap political point! I prefer
to take up the bipartisan support he and the
opposition have offered. This is a critical time for
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Victoria. We have done our bit to maintain services;
we have tightened our belts over the past two years
and we will continue to do so. However, the
commonwealth government is putting the states into
the position of being unable to meet the demands of
growth as the economy begins to emerge from the
recession and maintain the services people look to
their governments to provide.
I appeal to the commonwealth government to come
to the table on Friday to try to find a more realistic
proposition that lives up to not only the rhetoric of
the past two years but also the sentiments expressed
in the press release and statement accompanying the
package. The numbers in the package do not live up
to those laudable sentiments.

Australia Air International
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I ask
the Minister for Industry and Employment: why has
the government decided to give or lend Australia
Air International $S million and unspecified tax
breaks when it does not conform to the guidelines
for investment assistance announced by the minister
on 1 September last year?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The Leader of the OppOSition is
becoming adept at whining, carping and whingeing.
Obviously he does not want to see Victoria grow or
jobs develop because he has just made an anti-jobs
statement. He is not interested in the fact that for the
December quarter last year some $14 billion worth
of investInent was on foot in this state. The
government is committed to creating wealth and
jobs in Victoria and makes no apologies for that or
for creating a policy structure that will attract
business to this state that will generate jobs.
Do you oppose Air Uquide's $18 million
development at Laverton? Do you oppose
Australian Defence Industries, Australian Forest
Industries Pty Ltd, Bendix Mintex, BHP Methanol,
BHP Esso, Bonlac Foods Ltd - The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the minister
that he must address the Chair. Addresses across the
table are disorderly.
Mr GUDE - Clearly the Leader of the
Opposition opposes all those things. Many more
investments are on foot. The Industrial Supplies
Office tells me that $16.5 billion worth of investment
is on foot and that about 7000 to 10 000 jobs will be
prOVided in either construction or in ongoing work.
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Do you want to oppose that? All those investments
are in Victoria's interests and in the interests of
creating jobs.

Hospitals: shortage of specialists
Mr ASHLEY (Bayswater) -1 ask the Minister for
Health to explain to the house the impact the
shortage of doctors and specialists is having on
hospital waiting lists.

Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - This is an
important matter, not only for Victoria but also for
the other states examining the question of how the
shortage of doctors is having an impact on waiting
lists. The house has heard me mention the reduction
in and virtual eradication of category 1 or urgent
surgery waiting lists - waiting lists that this
government inherited on coming to office in October
1992. On the category 2 list, 22 000 Victorians are
waiting for elective surgery.
Some of the work done in preparation for the health
ministers conference, which 1 have just come back
from, revealed a definite correlation between the
number of specified specialists, commonwealth
medical benefits scheme rates and, most
importantly, the number of people on those
specialists' waiting lists. 1 shall give the house one
example.
Currently seven groups of specialists - ear, nose
and throat surgeons, plastic surgeons, urologists,
general surgeons, ophthalmologists, cardiac
surgeons and thoracic surgeons - account for
20 per cent of the work done in our public hospital
system, but they account for 85 per cent of the
patients on waiting lists. In other words, if you are
admitted to the public hospital system, you will
generally be treated within three days - but for
those seven elective surgical specialties there are
delays of three months.
A direct correlation has now been established
between the length of waiting lists and the shortage
of specific Specialists. Although until now people
have been able to say that money has been the
problem - to a certain degree it has - under our
new funding system money is made available for
patients to be treated in hospitals, and the hospitals
are paid for the work they do. If the work is not
being done, another reason will have to be found.
The bottleneck in the system is a direct result of the
shortage of those specialists. The health ministers
conference agreed to address the problem through a
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radical package of reforms, which 1 may speak about
at a later time. The Victorian government has
specifically said that it will put money aside to work
with colleges to train more specialists. If we can train
more specialists, we can get them into the public
system to treat the people on the waiting lists.
So far the colleges have not responded as positively
as the government would have liked. But if we work
with them and if they see the statistics and realise
how seriously all health ministers view this
important matter, they will be more likely to accept
the generous offer the government has made to fund
more places - provided the colleges enable more
young Australians to enter the training system. Then
we would have more specialists to address the
problem of our public hospital waiting lists.

Family group homes
Ms GARBUTI' (Bundoora) - 1 refer to the failure
of the Minister for Community Services to attend
today's launch of the Daniel Valerio Memorial
Foundation. 1 ask the minister how many children
face continued abuse as a result of his decision to
close family group homes without immediately
making available permanent accommodation for
those children?
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - 1
am astonished and amazed at this cheap political
shot at the expense of that little boy's tragedy.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I will not allow
question time to proceed with that barrage of
interjections. If necessary, 1 will conclude question
time or call the next question. The minister will be
heard in silence.
Mr JOHN - All Victorians were emotionally
moved by the tragic case of Daniel Valerio. It was
such a moving case that the government responded
by introducing mandatory reporting, which the
party opposite did not move on for 10 years.
Mr Dollis interjected.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Richmond has used an unparliamentary
expression. 1 ask him to withdraw.
Mr DOLLlS (Richmond) - 1 withdraw.
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Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) 1be government's record on child protection is
second to none. It has implemented the single-track
system, computerised case management and
provided record levels of resources, money and staff
to child protection in Victoria. lbat case was a
tragedy, and the honourable member for Bundoora
stands condemned for taking such a cheap political
shot. Every member of Parliament has commitments
which are made in advance. It is incomprehensible
that the honourable member for Bundoora should
make this kind of attack in Parliament when the
government has done so much to improve child
protection.

As I have reported to the house on a previOUS
occasion, there has been a 51 per cent increase in
reporting since the introduction of mandatory
reporting on 4 November. We have responded and
are coping with it More money has been put into
the system, including half a million dollars since
December that was not in the budget The
government will continue to act and to supply any
additional resources required to ensure that we have
a first-class child protection system in this country.

Meat inspection
Mr TURNER (Bendigo West) - Will the Minister
for Agriculture tell the house what Victoria is doing
to address meat inspection issues?
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - At present responsibility for meat
inspection in Victoria rests with the Australian
Quarantine and Inspection Service (AQIS). Meat
inspection is a costly exercise. Although each meat
inspector receives a salary of between $25 000 and
$32 000, each abattoir operator pays around $70 000
a year for meat inspection services. An article in
today's Australilln Financial Review shows that the
current system is in danger of breaking down, which
would have grave consequences for the meat
industry.
Through the Victorian Meat Authority, which is
headed by Mr John Watson, the government is
endeavouring to have meat inspectors employed on
the basis of contract periormance and delivery. lbat
would require greater accountability and place
increased responsibility on whoever provides the
contracts. Under the AQIS system, if mistakes are
made they can be walked away from, leaving
abattoir owners to pick up the mess. From 1 July
domestic kills in the meat industry will, through the
Victorian Meat Authority, come under state control.

Thursday, 24 March 1994

It is fair to say that the unions, particularly the
Public Sector Union, have recently been working
overtime to start a scare campaign, suggesting that
the changes to the meat inspection system will put
public health at risk. 1bat is far from the truth. The
government is endeavouring to put in place
contractual arrangements that will be supported by
audit systems, ultimately working towards the sorts
of quality assurance programs that apply in other
food industries - for example, the milk industry.
lbat is a desirable policy for the meat industry. It
will provide a more economical and
cost-competitive inspection service while continuing
to address important public health issues.
It is wrong for the meat inspection union to make
the claims it has made, as reported in the article in
today's Australwn Financwl Review, The present
arrangements are out of control. To give the house
an example, two meat inspectors travel by separate
cars to Yarram to perform 12-hour-per-week
inspections, at a cost of $70 000 a year. The industry
cannot afford that sort of impost At the end of the
day, producers or consumers pick up the cost. The
government is trying to introduce a credible meat
inspection service to ensure a high-quality product
for consumers, which will benefit the whole
community.

District liaison principals
Mr SANDON (Carrum) - My question without
notice is directed to the Minister for Education. I ask
the minister if he is aware of the deep concerns
expressed' by the City North District Principals
Network that the management of his department
with respect to the district liaison principal
appointments 'lacks the integrity, principles and
leadership skills essential for the maintenance and
development of quality education'.
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - Some
very fine and experienced people have been
appointed as district liaison principals, and the
system is working very well. All district liaison
principals were appointed by the Director of School
Education on merit.

Tourism Victoria
Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - In view of the
government's increased contri};mtion towards
tourism promotion in the current budget, will the
Minister for Tourism inform the house of the results
of Tourism Victoria's recent promotional activities?

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Thursday. 24 March 1994

ASSEMBLY

The SPEAKER - Order! The question is very
broad. I call on the Minister for Tourism and ask him
to be brief.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Tourism) - I
thank the honourable member for Monbulk for his
continuing interest in this important subject. As
honourable members would know, in the current
financial year, thanks to the support given to
tourism by the Treasurer, Victoria saw an increase of
some $4 million in the tourism budget The
government will provide an injection of $12 million
over three years for tourism promotion of Victoria.
It is worth while to note at this stage that Tourism
Victoria has already commenced a substantial
promotional campaign, not only within Australia
but overseas. The question many people are asking
is: what will the results of that promotional
campaign be? Some of the statistics that are available
show that in the first eight months of the current
financial year, through to the end of February,
Ansett Holiday Travel has shown a 38 per cent
increase in travel to Victoria as against the same
period last year. By anyone's measure this is an
outstanding turnaround but - The SPEAKER - Order! The level of noise is far
too high.
Mr McNAMARA - Although the Ansett figure
of a 38 per cent increase might seem amazing
enough, the figures posted by Qantas during that
same period are even better. Victoria has
experienced a 144 per cent increase in visitations
over the same first eight months of the financial
year, and by anyone's gauge, the direction we have
set tourism is now starting to pay dividends.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr McNAMARA - A question was asked about
hotel occupancy rates. I would like to respond to
that question as I believe it is worth noting that this
year in the nine main city hotels there has been an 18
percentage point increase in hotel occupancy rates:
that is, going from a low 65 per cent up to 83 per
cent-The SPEAKER - Order! There are some very
slow learners in the house. The level of interjection
and background noise is too high.
Mr McNAMARA - Although this is great news
for Victoria, the message is that it can only get better.
I would also like to give the house a progress report
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on what has been happening with the World
Congress Centre. In the past 12 months Victoria has
seen a 27 per cent increase in the number of events
coming to the World Congress Centre and, given the
government's financial commitment to a new
exhibition centre together with a new casino, the
figures can only get better.
It is worth noting that under the previous
government Victoria saw a massive increase in what
I would call a trip deficit: that was the number of
Victorians having a holiday out of Victoria as
against the number of other Australians having a
holiday in this state, which resulted in a massive
deficit.
Over the past 12 months Victoria has experienced a
32 per cent improvement in that deficit, and again
the government is turning the story around thanks
to financial support from the Treasury and the
integration of programs that are being introduced by
the Minister for the Arts and the Minister for Sport,
Recreation and Racing.
Victoria is developing a new product that people are
now interested in but were never interested in
before. It is also worth noting that there has been a
change in the perception of Victoria. No longer is the
state a joke! No longer is this a state where people
across Australia - Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - I raise a point of
order, Mr Speaker. In line with your previous ruling,
can you inform the Minister for Tourism that no-one
is listening to him?
The SPEAKER - Order! There must be a terribly
funny reply to that point of order, but I cannot think
of it at the moment. There is no point of order. The
Minister for Tourism, to conclude his answer.
Mr McNAMARA - Clearly, as we all know,
time and again the opposition does not want to
listen to good news. Opposition members will whine
and carp and play upon the negative; they will
never go out and sell this state and tell the rest of the
country and the world how well things are going in
Victoria. I believe the challenge is now with
opposition members. It is for them to go out and
help the government sell Victoria.
The figures have shown very strongly that Victoria
is heading in the right direction. The Victorian
tourism industry, which was virtually sounding its
death knell, has become phoenix-like in rising from
the ashes and is now heading in a new and positive
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direction, as are so many other industries across the
state.
It is worth noting the great interest that is
developing in a range of new products in this state,
and at the end of the day the onus is on the
opposition to support the government in its
direction.

PETROLEUM (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second TeiUIing

Debate resumed.
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN (Minister for Energy and
Minerals) - Before the luncheon adjournment I was
winding up the second-reading debate on this
simple bill which brings the payment of royalties in
Victoria into line with legislation in other states so
that Victoria will no longer be disadvantaged. In the
past companies involved in the onshore petroleum
industry in Victoria have paid significantly more in
royalties than would be required in other states, and
that has resulted in a direct disincentive to
petroleum exploration and mining activities in this
state.
The government has expressed its desire to do
everything possible to attract exploration and
develop the Victorian petroleum and gas industries.
The royalties anomaly in the act has existed for
many years, and I am glad the opposition supports
that part of the bill which removes it. Companies
should now be attracted to conduct petroleum
resource exploration and development in Victoria.
As to the other provision in this simple bill, the
honourable member for Morwell virtually said that
if I could satisfactorily answer questions about the
need for delegation, including to whom delegations
will be made and what accountability will exist
within the department back to the minister - I
accept that the buck stops with the minister - the
opposition would not object to that part of the bill.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN - That will be tested'
shortly. The honourable member for Morwell is a
sensible fellow so surely he must see the rationale
put to him during the debate. He should thank me
and accept that what has been put is sensible, logical
and supportable.
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As I said earlier, there are very good reasons for
delegation. I have explained the process of
delegation and to whom and under what
circumstances delegations will be made. I have also
outlined the accountability measures. The power of
delegation is a sensible provision and is included in
almost every piece of Victorian legislation.
When this bill is debated in the Legislative Council, I
hope the opposition spokesman who calls the shots,
the Honourable David White, will recognise the
veracity of the argument and will support the bill
rather than opposing a particular provision and
forcing that house to divide on the measure. I thank
the honourable member for Morwell for his sensible
remarks and I hope the opposition spokesman in the
other place will benefit from the wisdom displayed
by the honourable member for Morwell.
The delegation powers proposed in this legislation
are similar to the wide powers of delegation
contained in the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act
As the responsible minister in the former
government, the Honourable David White had no
trouble administering that legislation and in
delegating to a large number of people. I cannot
understand his concerns about the bill.
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 54
Ashley, Mr
Bildstien, Mr
Brown, Mr
Clark,Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Oavis, Mr
Dean, Or
Elder, Mr
Elliott,Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Hayward, Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins,Mr
John,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.O.
McLellan, Mr

Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr (TtlltT)
Perrin, Mr
Pescott, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Plowman, Mr S.J.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan, Mr (Ttlltr)
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr I.W.
Spry,Mr
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tanner,Mr
Tehan, Mrs
Thomp,son, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Tumer,Mr
Wade,Mrs
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Maclellan, Mr
McNamara,Mr

Weideman, Mr
Wells,Mr

Noes, 27
Andrianopoul05, Mr
Baker,Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Brumby,Mr
Coghill,Dr
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Dollis,Mr
Garbutt, Ms
Haenneyer, Mr
Hamilton, Mr
Kimer,Ms
Leighton, Mr
Loney,Mr

Marple, Ms
Micallef,Mr
Mildenhall, Mr (Tell")
Pandazopoul05, Mr (Teller)
Roper,Mr
Sandon,Mr
Seitz, Mr
Sercombe, Mr
Sheehan,Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Vaughan,Or
Wilson,Mrs

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.

BORROWING AND INVESTMENT
POWERS (FURTHER AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 10 March; motion of
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).
Mr BAKER (SW\Shine) - The opposition does
not oppose the bill, nor do I intend to speak on it at
length. The Treasurer and I almost colluded to insist
that the honourable member for Box Hill explain the
bill, but we decided to let him off on this occasion.
The bill was introduced for housekeeping reasons to
allow for the newly established electricity
undertakings and the Victorian Superannuation
Board to be covered by the Borrowing and
Investment Powers (Amendment) Act, which came
into operation late last year, and to ensure that the
ambit of section 8 is extended to allow those bodies
to be included.
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the drafting of the bill seems sloppy and perhaps
could have been done differently.
Mr CLARl< (Box Hill) - The honourable
member for Sunshine is being unduly modest about
his grasp of the bill. He explained it admirably in a
few succinct words.
In response to the honourable member's closing
remarks, I do not think he is in a position to throw
stones regarding the drafting of legislation and the
need for amendments to be made. If I recall
correctly, when he was the Minister for Food and
Agriculture, he had to steer through this house
considerable quantities of amendments to bills.
1his bill corrects a problem that arose out of the
superannuation legislation passed last year during
the spring session of Parliament. Honourable
members will recall that that legislation gave effect
to the major reforms introduced by the Minister for
Finance which were calculated to bring to the state
savings of between $8 billion and $10 billion by the
end of this century. It was a massive exercise to
reach an agreement in principle with unions and
other interested parties on the legislation and to
translate that complex set of arrangements into
legisla tion.

The Minister for Finance, the staff of his office and
the officers of the Department of Finance involved
with it did a superb job in bringing the legislation to
the house last session. Staff of the Chief
Parliamentary COW\SeI's Office also did a superb job
in drafting what was an enormously complex piece
of legislation in an extremely short time.
Under the circumstances it is perfectly
understandable that the matter before the house
arose. I believe it is a small price to pay in order to
have had the superannuation reform legislation
enacted in a timely manner. I welcome the fact that
the opposition will not oppose the legislation.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.

Put simply, if the house did not endorse this bill and
if schedule 1 of the act were proclaimed, no
borrowing or investment powers would be available
to the entities referred to in this bill. It would be
mischievous for the opposition to oppose it, and it
does not intend to do so. However, I point out that

MEDICAL PRACTICE BILL
Second reading
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) On behalf of the Minister for Health, I move:
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That this bill be now read a second time.

Current legislation governing medical
practitioners - the Medical Practitioners Act
1970 - has been much amended and as a
consequence it is difficult to follow. The present
Medical Board of Victoria, which has conducted
itself with the utmost professionalism, has been
criticised by members of the public for not being
responsive to complaints and for the closed nature
of its deliberations. The board, however, has always
acted within its legislative framework. The present
board is not as financially independent as it should
be and as all other health registration boards are. It
is the intention of the Medical Practice Bill to remedy
these situations.
It is also the intention of the bill to bring Victoria's
legislation into line with that of other states so as to
facilitate mutual recognition for medical
practitioners.

As well as remedying problems in the current
legislation the government has taken the
opportunity to incorporate the Significant shift in
thinking about the nature and purpose of
professional registration which has occurred in
recent years.
Professional regulation undoubtedly confers benefits
upon the occupational group being regulated.
However, the primary purpose of registration
should be to protect the public rather than to
promote the interests of the profession concerned.
Accordingly, as well as remedying flaws in current
legislation, and providing for mutual recognition,
the bill has been developed with the protection of
the public in mind.
The bill establishes a 12-member board, an increase
in size of one member. The board will have nine
members with medical expertise, a lawyer and two
persons who are not medical practitioners. This
increases the size of the board by one and introduces
another person with a community perspective onto
the board.
The board will be incorporated and independent of
government for the first time. It will have the
capacity to employ its own staff, contract in its own
name and move to its own premises. The board will
be responsible for the registration of medical
practitioners and for investigations into the
professional conduct of registered medical
practitioners whenever the need arises.
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A Significant portion of the bill deals with
investigations into the professional conduct and
health of registered medical practitioners. Given that
the purpose of regulation is to protect the public,
this is a core area of the bill. However, I do not
propose to outline these provisions in detail. I assure
the house that they are designed to ensure that:
the board has sufficient power to investigate
allegations of misconduct against medical
practitioners;
board hearings are more open than is presently
the case;
rights to attend hearings and make submissions
are given to complainants;
investigations into professional conduct are
conducted fairly and natural justice provisions
are included for any medical practitioner whose
actions are under scrutiny; and
suitable review mechanisms are included.
A further change brought in by this bill is the freeing
up of restrictions upon the advertisement of medical
services.
Current regulations strictly limit the advertisement
of medical services by a medical practitioner. They
do not, however, place any limitations upon persons
other than medical practitioners. As a consequence
persons who are not medical practitioners who own
medical clinics may advertise freely whilst doctors
who have their own practice are severely curtailed
in the advertisements they may place. The bill will
permit advertising of medical services, in general,
but make it an offence for any person to advertise
medical services in a manner which is false,
misleading or deceptive.
I now wish to make a statement under section SS (5)
of the Constitution Act 1975 of the reasons for
altering or varying that section by clause 99 of this
bill. It is the intention of clause 99 to alter or vary
section 85 of the Constitution Act 1975 to the extent
necessary to prevent the bringing before the
Supreme Court of actions of the kind referred to in
clauses 37(3), 38, 57(3) and 76 of the bill.
Clause 37(3) of the bill operates to vary section 85 of
the Constitution Act 1975 by providing that a
medical practitioner is not subject to any civil or
crim.inalliability for making a report to a
registration body if the report is made in good faith.
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This provision is considered essential to ensure that
medical practitioners are not deterred by the threat
of litigation from reporting to the relevant
registration body registered health practitioners
whose ability to practise is in question if that
reporting is done in good faith. This immunity is
considered vital if the public is to be assured that it
will be protected..

Clause 38 of the bill operates to vary or alter section
SS of the Constitution by providing that a health
practitioner in a working or treating relationship
with a registered medical practitioner is not subject
to any civil liability for reporting to the board that he
or she believes that the medical practitioner may be
incapacitated, if that report is made in good faith.
This provision is also considered essential to ensure
that health professionals are not deterred by the
threat of litigation from reporting to the board
medical practitioners who may be incapacitated. It is
considered vital that this immunity be included
given that ,*,e primary purpose of the act is to
protect the public.
Clause 57(3) of the bill operates to alter or vary
section SS of the Constitution Act 1975 by providing
that no action for defamation lies against the board
or its members for giving a notice under clause 57(1).
Clause 57(1) requires the board to notify any
determination to impose conditions, limitations or
restrictions on the practice of a medical practitioner,
suspend or cancel the registration of a medical
practitioner:
in the Government Gazette;
to registration authorities in other states and
territories and in New Zealand;
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The purposes of the act will not be fulfilled if
medical practitioners whose practices have been
restricted. or who have been suspended or
deregistered can continue to practise either in
Victoria or elsewhere because notice of the board's
action has not been communicated to the relevant
authorities. This proyision is essential to ensure that
the board and its members can communicate vital
information to the relevant authorities without the
threat of civil action for defamation against them.
Clause 76 of the bill operates to alter or vary section
SS of the Constitution Act 1975 by providing that a
member of the board, or the person responsible for
keeping the register, is not personally liable for
anything done or omitted to be done in good faith
and without negligence in the exercise of a power or
duty under the act or in the reasonable belief that the
act or omission was in the exercise of a power or
duty under the act.
This provision is considered essential to protect the
board and the person responsible for keeping the
register from personal liability for carrying out the
functions conferred upon them by statute.
In Victoria medical practitioners have been
registered since 1865, so it is not a new thing to have
a registration act which covers them. What is new
about this legislation is that it has a changed
emphasis from earlier legislation. This legislation
puts the protection of the public as its foremost aim.
How does the legislation do this? It does it in three
ways:

it has as its purpose the protection of the public sending a clear message to all those who are
registered under it and all those who administer
its provisiOns that it is the health consumer who is
important;

to the Australian Medical Council;

to the Health Services Commissioner;
to any commonwealth body responsible for the
funding of health and medical services; and
to the medical practitioner's employer, where that
medical practitioner is an employee.
The board will also have the power to provide notice
to a medical practitioner registration authority
outside Australia upon request for that information
from the outside registering authority.

it creates an offence of 'unprofessional conduct'
which requires medical practitioners to conduct
their professional practice in a manner which is
no less than that which the public might
reasonably expect of them; and
it provides rights to a person who complains to
the board about a medical practitioner. There has
been much discussion in recent years about the
rights of the consumers of health services. This is
the first time such rights have been given
recognition in Victorian legislation dealing with
medical practitioners.
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I am confident that the bill will ensure the
continuing provision of responsive high quality
medical services to all Victorians.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr THWAITES
(Albert Park).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 7 April.

WHEAT MARKETING (AMENDMENT)

BILL

Second reading
MrW. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill 1994 has
two main purposes:
(i) to remove a statutory bar preventing the
Australian Wheat Board from competing in
the domestic barley market in Victoria; and
(ii) to extend the powers of the Australian Wheat
Board to enable it to conduct research and
value adding activities on grain or grain
products.
The Barley Marketing Act 1993, together with
complementary legislation in South Australia,
continued a joint scheme for marketing barley
produced in Victoria and South Australia. The act
substantially deregulated the domestic barley
market, providing alternative marketing pathways
for all sectors of the industry and a desirable element
of competition in the Australian Barley Board's
domestic marketing arrangements.
While the Australian Barley Board retains control
over the export of all barley from Victoria and South
Australia, the Barley Marketing Act 1993 enables
barley end users, grain traders and processors, using
a system of permits and licences issued by the
Australian Barley Board, to purchase barley direct
from growers for stockfeed and processing purposes
in Australia.
The Australian Wheat Board wants to use these new
provisions in order to compete in the Victorian feed
barley market. However, while it was intended that
any person with a permit could participate in the
domestic barley market, a statutory bar in section
7(5) of the Wheat Marketing Act 1989 totally
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prevents the board from intrastate trading in barley.
This provision was needed prior to 1993 to protect
the monopoly of the Australian Barley Board in the
domestic market but is now in conflict with the
provisions of the Barley Marketing Act 1993. 1ltis
inconsistency needs to be corrected because it was
never the intention of the government to single out
the Australian Wheat Board as the only entity
excluded from competing in the domestic barley
market.
I turn now to the provisions of the bill. The bill
repeals the statutory bar in section 7(5) of the Wheat
Marketing Act 1989 to enable the Australian Wheat
Board to trade in barley as part of its general
functions and powers under the act to trade in
grains other than wheat. The bill substitutes for
section 7(5) a provision that the Australian Wheat
Board is subject to the Barley Marketing Act 1993
when performing functions and powers in relation
to barley.1ltis ensures that the Australian Wheat
Board can, on request, obtain a permit from the
Australian Barley Board for the purchase of barley
for stockfeed purposes in Australia in the same way
as other persons and private traders.
The amendments in the bill relating to barley are
consistent with the commonwealth Wheat
Marketing Act 1989, which was amended in
December 1993 to provide the necessary
constitutional power for the states to confer
functions and powers on the Australian Wheat
Board to conduct intrastate trade in grain other than
wheat.
The government is also introducing the bill to
extend the powers of the Australian Wheat Board to
enable it to conduct research and value-adding
activities on grain or grain products. Following the
transfer of the government's Seed Testing
Laboratory from the Department of Agriculture to
the Australian Wheat Board's Academy of Grain
Technology at Werribee in November 1993, legal
questions arose as to whether the board had the
statutory power to conduct seed testing services in
Victoria for a wide range of crop and pasture species.
To put the question beyond doubt, the
commonwealth Wheat Marketing Act 1989 was
amended in December 1993 to allow the Australian
Wheat Board to undertake research related to the
marketing of all grains prescribed under the
commonwealth act. 1ltis expanded research
function, together with the existing commonwealth
power to engage in value-adding activities relating
to grain and grain products, provided the necessary
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powers for the board to test seed in relation to
interstate and export commerce. This bill adopts
these same research and value adding powers to
allow the Australian Wheat Board to test seed in
commerce in Victoria and fully utilise the capacity of
its seed testing laboratory.
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Originally we were to sit on Friday! A journalist
came to see me and said, 'What? The house is
getting up? I thought you were sitting Friday.' Until
recently the general expectation of the press, the
public and this house was that we would be sitting
Friday, and there is masses of business for
Parliament to debate.

I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms MARPLE
(Altona).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 7 April.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - I move:
That remaining business be postponed.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
oppose the motion. The house should continue to sit.
There has been a widespread expectation that the
house would sit later today and tomorrow. There is
an enormous amount of business on the notice paper
still to be considered. Today in question time we
heard answers that I could only describe as de facto
ministerial statements. In particular, the Treasurer
responded to a dorothy dixer about
commonwealth-state financial relations.
As it is only 3.18 p.m. on Thursday, and as the house
was expected to sit on Friday, I should have thought
the appropriate issue for us to discuss later today
and tomorrow is the important issue of
commonwealth-state financial relations. It was made
clear today that there is a great deal of agreement on
that issue on all sides of the house. That has been
made clear in the media.

Of all sources of revenue available to the state, the
revenue available through tied and untied grants
from the commonwealth is probably the most
important. Yet the day before the day on which the
Premier and Treasurer meet with premiers and
treasurers from other states and with the federal
Treasurer at the Premiers Conference to get the best
deal they can for Victoria for the next year, the most
debate we can have on the issue is a 5-minute
response by the Treasurer to a dorothy dix question.
That is good enough at 3.20 p.m. on Thursday! If
there is a single important issue that ought to be
discussed today in the house, it is that issue.

For a start, a number of ministerial statements need
to be made to the house, including one on the grand
prix. It is bizarre that plans for the grand prix are
being displayed in London for consideration by
foreigners when residents of Albert Park, Prahran, St
Kilda and Victoria generally - without even
mentioning members of Parliament - have had
absolutely no opportunity for discussion,
consultation or decision about that major event for
Melbourne.
Although opposition members have consistently
supported the grand prix, a proper process must
take place and the people of Albert Park deserve to
be consulted. The Victorian public deserves to know
where the track will be placed. What consideration
has been given to parkland? Will Albert Park be a
race track or a playground? Although the opposition
supports the grand prix, these are fundamental
questions.
There is also the issue of tobacco sponsorship.
Although we support the grand prix, such a car or
motorbike event has never been held anywhere in
Australia by relying on tobacco sponsorship; yet the
Premier, with the support of the Minister for Health,
is arguing that there should be tobacco sponsorship.
Mr Gude - Marijuana sponsorship? Is that what
you want?
Mr BRUMBY - Tobacco kills 18 people a day in
Australia. The Minister for Industry and
Employment may not care about those who die of
cancer or heart disease as a result of tobacco, but
others do.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) -On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I
resent the remarks made by the Leader of the
Opposition. I find the insinuation that I do not care
about people who die from cancer or from any other
cause to be offensive, and I ask him to withdraw.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the honourable
member to withdraw.
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Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - With
respect, Mr Speaker, the honourable member was
unparliamentary in interjecting. I am making
remarks about tobacco and I am quite entitled to say
that 18 people a day die from tobacco smoking - Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) -On the same point of order,
Mr Speaker, irrespective of interjections from any
member - me included - the Leader of the
Opposition said I do not care about people who die
with cancer. I find that totally offensive and it is
totally wrong.
Mr Brumby - Do you support tobacco
sponsorship?
Mr GUDE - Don't push it too far!
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
House will resume his seat. It is difficult to settle
some of these points of order, and I ask the house to
cooperate. I shall hear the Leader of the House
speaking on the same point of order.
Mr GUDE - I ask for the second time that the
Leader of the Opposition withdraw the remarks to
which I have now referred twice, and which I still
find offensive.
Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - On the point of order,
Mr Speaker, although the Leader of the House has
every right to make a point of order about remarks
he finds offensive, he has no right to threaten
because of the brutal power of his party's numbers
and to suggest that we will regret it.

This is important. If the Leader of the House wishes
to play the game in accordance with the forms of the
house he should have the decency at least not to
throw threats across the floor. Although the
government has 60 members and we have 27, that
does not give government members the right to
display such brutal force in this place and attempt
not only to silence our debate but to intimidate
members.
Mr Bildstien interjected.
Mr DOLLIS - This is important. You may be
sitting down but - The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member may put a point of order to the chair. He
may not address members of the house across the
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table. If the honourable member for Richmond will
conclude his point of order, I will make a ruling.
Mr DOLUS -In conclusion, the Leader of the
House has every right to take exception to a
statement made, but he does not have the right to
threaten any opposition member. Nor does he have
the right to repeat that threat by saying, 'You bet I
can'. My point is that you, Sir, had better decide the
forms of the house that are to be applied in debate
and the Leader of the House should be shown an
example of proper behaviour.
The SPEAKER - Order! In respect of the points
raised by the honourable member for Richmond, the
Chair finds no point of order. I ask the Leader of the
Opposition to withdraw the remarks that the Leader
of the House finds offensive.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
withdraw. If the Minister for Industry and
Employment or any other member of the house is
concerned about tobacco sponsorship - as it
appears this minister is - a simple step can be
taken: during public debate and during question
time he can publicly state his concern about the 18
people a day who die as a result of tobacco
consumption and he can say that it is therefore
inappropriate to have tobacco sponsorship.
The fact that this exchange has generated such
emotion about an important issue is all the more
reason why it should be debated in this chamber.
The matter affects ordinary Victorians. We all want
to see the grand prix but we do not want to see 18
Australians die from heart disease, cancer and other
diseases as a result of tobacco consumption.
Mr Rowe interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - I repeat for the benefit of the
honourable member for Cranboume that no grand
prix or motor cycle event has ever been held in
Australia with tobacco sponsorship of the principal
event. Let us resolve in Parliament that that will
remain the case in Victoria.
Another issue concerning the grand prix is Wliform
logos. However, in terms of tobacco sponsorship, the
house should pass a motion consistent with the
views of the Minister for Industry and Employment
who is concerned about the issue.
A number of orders of the day listed on this week's
parliamentary notice paper have not been debated.
Earlier in the week a half-hour debate took place
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about the government business program. The
opposition wanted to consider the petitions on
preschool funding cuts of the honourable members
for Bendigo West and Warrandyte. Those petitions
have been on the notice paper for some time.
Although preschools are a major concern to the
Victorian community, we have not had an
opportunity for major debate about these matters in
Parliament.
This morning the honourable member for Albert
Park moved a motion about Leeds Media and
Communications Services Pty Ltd. He asked for
leave to debate what I should have thought was a
matter of fundamental importance to all members of
this house. The honourable member for Footscray
says that it is a scandal, and when the relevant
documents are released they will show that that is
correct.

The government has refused to release the
documents, a matter we had to take to the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal. The matter
concerns a master media-buying contract. When the
government was elected the contract provided for a
commission rate of 2.25 per cent The contract has
now been awarded to Leeds - a friend of this
government - at a higher rate.
The government is rwming scared. The opposition
had to go to the Administrative Appeals Tribunal to
get the material. The matter goes to the heart of
good, open and accountable government and it
should be discussed in this place. We were denied
leave this morning; we could be having the debate
now, at 3.30 on a Thursday afternoon. I do not know
whether the Leader of the House would allow us to
debate the motion now for an hour, but he ought to.
We are ready to debate it; the public wants us to
debate it and there are major issues at hand.
We also had questions today about the child welfare
system and mandatory reporting. Mandatory
reporting is a matter of major concern to all
Victorians.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I call the honourable
members for Mornington and Mill Park to order.
Mr BRUMBY - Since the introduction of
mandatory reporting there has been a massive
increase in reported cases of child abuse. Again it is
a matter that would affect all members of the house
across party lines. It is a matter that should be
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debated. Parliament should decide whether proper
resources are being devoted to the issue of child
sexual abuse and child abuse generally.
Earlier today the Daniel Valerio Foundation was
launched, but the Minister for Community Services
did not attend. We had questions in Parliament
today about the matter, and we should be having a
full and proper debate about this major issue of
concern to Victorian families. For the past three
weeks-Mr McLellan - Tell us about your record on
mandatory reporting!

The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition will ignore interjections.
Mr DOLUS (Richmond) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, I find the remark made by the
honourable member for Frankston East to be
offensive. I will repeat his remark so that the house
understands what garbage we are dealing with on
the government benches. He said, 'Tell us about
your record on mandatory reporting'. What are we
turning this house into?
Mr Richardson - Is that a point of order?
Mr DOLUS - It is a point of order.

Mr Micallef - It's called innuendo.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have some difficulty
with the point of order. When a member asks for
words to be withdrawn they usually relate to some
personal insult that the person feels aggrieved about
or a matter of deeper principle that the member
finds offensive. I cannot see the words that were
repeated to me falling into either of those categories.
There is no point of order.
Mr DOLUS - On a further point of order,
Mr Speaker, you may not find the term offensive,
but I do. The honourable member for Frankston East
is insinuating - and he had better clarify what he
means - that either the Leader of the Opposition or
his opposition colleagues, including me, have had
something to do with mandatory reporting and that
the matter was not reported. Those kinds of
statements are on the record and remain there
forever. If the honourable member had two ounces
of brains between his ears he would recognise that
he ought to be careful - Mr Bildstien - Sit down!
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Mr DOLUS - You see the type of
behaviour - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I warn honourable
members that interjections are disorderly.
Mr DOLLIS - The honourable member for
Mildura is talking about - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr DOLUS - I will deal with the honourable
member for Mildura at a later stage.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the house to
cooperate.
Mr DOLUS - I will clarify that point. I will deal
with the honourable member for Mildura in the
debate that will follow. It was not a threat. The
opposition hopes to have a reasonable debate on this
important matter.

My point of order is that members of the house often
throw words around - we are all guilty of it - that
are either offensive or meant to be offensive.
Obviously the honourable member for Frankston
East did not think about the offence that he was
causing. However, the fact is that his words were
offensive and he should be made to withdraw them.
Mr COOPER (Momington) - On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, those who have been members of
the house for some time have heard many tenuous
points of order, but the honourable member for
Richmond probably now holds the record for
putting forward the most tenuous argument on any
point of order. I thought the honourable member
would have subscribed to the tenet of the house that
debate should be fair and reasonable but rigorous. I
was not aware that he was as sensitive as he is now
making himself out to be.
Sir, I believe the interjection of the honourable
member for Frankston East to the Leader of the
OppOSition was repeated accurately by the
honourable member for Richmond in his earlier
address to you on the point of order which he raised
and on which you ruled. Anyone with any shred of
intelligence would know that it was not a remark
that could possibly attract any kind of objection
under standing order no. 108, and it certainly could
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not be regarded as a remark that was, as you
correctly descnbed it, directed in a personal way to a
member of the house. It was simply a question by
way of interjection to the Leader of the Opposition
asking him to tell us what the policy or the action of
his party on the issue of mandatory reporting of
child abuse was when it was in government.
In the terms of the address being made by the
Leader of the Opposition it was a fair and reasonable
interjection. It is tenuous indeed for the honourable
member for Richmond to regard it as a remark that
falls within the ambit of standing order no. 108. I
doubt whether the honourable member has done his
leader much good because he stopped him in full
flight. I suggest you should rule that there is no
point of order, Mr Speaker, and allow the Leader of
the Opposition to continue his harangue of the
house.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Richmond has asked that words used by
way of interjection be withdrawn. I have consulted
May's Parliamentary Practice, 21st edition, and I
believe the words used by the honourable member
were not addressed to an individual. At page 382
May states:
... expressions which are unparliamentary when
applied to individuals are not always so considered
when applied to a whole party.

Therefore I rule that there is no point of order.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - The
exchange across the house indicates that the issue of
mandatory reporting should be debated in
Parliament.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER -Order! I warn honourable
members on my right that I will take action against
them. The level of interjection is too high.
Mr BRUMBY - It is worth noting that on a
previOUS major debate on this issue in 1992 the
former government introduced a bill to establish
mandatory reporting, and the Liberal-National Party
opposition in the upper house blocked the
legislation, so this diatribe of interjection we have
heard from coalition backbenchers has no substance
at all. The former Labor government introduced a
bill and the Liberal-National coalition rejected it
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It is perfectly legitimate for me to suggest that the
house should be discussing these issues today. For
the past three weeks we have all been witness to the
pathetic spectacle at question time when the
Minister for Education has tried to justify political
corruption in the appointment of district liaison
principals. From the information that has been
brought to the house by the opposition, and
especially by the shadow Minister for Education,
there is no doubt that political corruption has
occurred in the appointment of district liaison
principals. The Victorian Principals Association has
said it, individuals have said it - -

Mr W. D. McGrath -Say it outside!

Mr BRUMBY - We have had cases where
interviews have been conducted in the offices of
Liberal members of Parliament. We have had cases
where people who do not meet any of the criteria
have been appointed. We have had cases where
Liberal and National members of Parliament have
said they can fix their friends up with jobs and they
have subsequently done so. A case was raised in the
house yesterday concerning a person who worked in
the Directorate of School Education assisting the
quality education task forces that were responsible
for recommending the closure of schools who did
not meet any of the criteria for appointment and was
not recommended by the panel was later appointed.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The level of interjection
is far too high. I caution the Leader of the House to
remain silent.
Mr BRUMBY - Case after case has been brought
to the attention of the house and all we have seen is
the pathetic spectacle of the Minister for Education
assuring the house that everything is done on merit.
The opposition knows of many cases where people
have been appointed as district liaison principals
against the recommendations of the local panels and
without meeting any of the criteria necessary for
appointment to those positions. There is corruption
in the state education system and there should be a
debate about it, but the government runs away from
it on every occasion.
When it was elected in October 1992 the government
promised that it would be open and accountable, but
every time the opposition tries to raise issues about
Leeds Media and Communication Services, the
appointment of district liaison principals, the child
protection system, the grand prix, the casino or
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Australia Air International the government runs
away from the debate.
The government has amended the freedom of
information legislation so that now everyone who
wants to make an application must pay. The
government has forc~d all applications to go before
the Administrative Appeals Tribunal and the charge
now to obtain any information under freedom of
information provisiOns is $150. Only yesterday the
opposition received material from the
Administrative Appeals Tnbunal on Leeds Media;
that took a whole year. The government does not
want the information released because it will show
political corruption at the highest level. If that is not
the case, then what is the government running away
from? Why did the government not release those
documents a year ago? Why not let the public judge?
The SPEAKER - Order! I am having trouble
with the argument of the Leader of the Opposition.
He is opposing the motion that further business be
postponed and he may advance arguments about
subjects that he wants to debate rather than the
house adjourning. However, he cannot use this
opportunity to attack various government decisions
and policies, except to illustrate that in his opinion
there is work to be done by the house.
Mr BRUMBY - This morning the honourable
member for Albert Park asked for leave to move a
motion relating to Leeds Media and leave was
refused. lbat is the matter I am discussing.
The government promised open and accountable
government. It is 3.43 p.m. on Thursday and an
enormous amount of business that should be
discussed by the house will not be discussed. The
government is running away from the important
issues. It should face up to and discuss the big issues
and extend the time of Parliament to allow full and
proper debate.
Mr LEIGHTON (preston) - Being a member of
Parliament is a full-time commitment, or at least that
is the way it should be. However, the practices
adopted in this house since the change of
government take us back several generations to the
days of Henry Bolte when the house sat on only a
couple of evenings a week. Members had their day
jobs and then came to this house for a couple of
hours in the afternoon or evening. It appears that
this government would like to adopt that practice
and take us back to those days.
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As I said, being a member of Parliament is a
full-time commitment, but it seems that many
members of the government are too busy pursuing
other interests outside of and occasionally in conflict
with being a member of Parliament Members on
both sides of the house should be prepared to put
their other commitments aside and allow the house
to keep sitting. After all, it is only 3.45 p.m. on
Thursday.
Several months ago all members were given notice
of the sitting times of the house which showed that
the house was scheduled to sit tonight and
tomorrow. I made a commitment to be here tonight
and I kept my diary free to be here all day
tomorrow. I have given a commitment to be a
full-time member of Parliament, but I cannot say the
same for some honourable members on the other
side.
I recognise that in the Westminster system tension
exists between Parliament and the executive. I also
acknowledge that over a period there has been a
movement away from the powers and rights of
Parliament towards that of the executive. However,
no government in such a short time has done so
much to diminish the rights of the house and
individual members than this one.
The SPEAKER - Order! I am having trouble
following the logic of the argument of the
honourable member for Preston. He is debating
whether further business should be postponed. He
should confine his remarks to why he opposes the
motion and should not go the long way around the
argument, as he is doing at the moment.
Mr LElGHTON - The curtailment of the sitting
today and the lack of additional sitting days is
another infringement on the rights of honourable
members and therefore an infringement on the
rights of the community, particularly those who are
disadvantaged and dispossessed and who have less
capacity to advocate for themselves.

Over the past 18 months the house has witnessed a
curtailment of freedom of information provisiOns so
that many people in the community no longer have
the capacity to obtain information. The funds for
various community organisations have been cut so
that they can no longer afford people to advocate on
their behalf, and the powers of various tribunals
have been reduced. All those changes mean that
what happens in this place is more important, or it
should be more important, and more relevant but
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the reverse is the true; the government is now intent
on shutting this place down as well.
After witnessing question time today I understand
why the government is reluctant to expose the
Deputy Premier to another question time, but the
house should have the opportunity to pursue other
matters, be they Leeds Media and Communication
Services, the casino, Australia Air International or
the matter I raised yesterday about corruption in the
building industry.
The government's response is unsatisfactory.
Although the Minister for Housing has
acknowledged that he has been Sitting on allegations
of impropriety for a month, he will do nothing more
than instruct internal auditors to examine them. If
the house were to sit tomorrow, the minister could
make a ministerial statement and enable Parliament
to debate the issue.
The government wants to shut down Parliament
because it does not want important issues to be
debated. I put a motion on the notice paper at the
commencement of the sessional period. It is still
listed as notice of motion no. 15, and the likelihood
is that I will not have the opportunity of moving it
until next year. To date, 69 notices of motion have
been put on the notice paper, and there will be more
after today. Members of Parliament will not have the
opportunity of debating their motions during the life
of the Parliament!
I object strenuously to the house not sitting this
evening or tomorrow. The government managed to
complete its weekly program earlier than expected,
but that will not always be the case. Next week, the
government may decide to guillotine bills before
Parliament has had an adequate opportunity to
debate them. The government should now bring on
for debate some of the bills set down for next week.
Bills already on the notice paper should be debated
properly so that all members wishing to participate
are given the opportunity to do so.
Towards the end of this sessional period the
government will trot out a large number of bills,
expecting Parliament to deal with 10 or more in a
very short time. The government should reorganise
government business to enable a uniform number of
bills to be debated each week.
Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - The opposition's
expectation was that sitting hours would be not only
more reasonable but also lengthened to give
members the opportunity of debating bills and
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matters of concern to them. The government's
business program included the house sitting this
evening and tomorrow, but at 3.15 p.m. the house is
being told that it should adjourn because the
government does not want to debate any more bills.
Members of the opposition want the house to
continue sitting because it is the only opportunity
we have of representing the views of our
constituents, especially those who feel aggrieved by
the actions of the government. The house would
have ample opportunity of debating a range of
issues if it sat later today and tomorrow. We could
debate notices of motion or other issues. But the
reality is that there are 60 votes on that side and 27
on this side; and in a short while the Leader of the
House will move that the question be now put.
Parliament is a place where legislation should be
scrutinised and where the elected representatives of
the people should be able to raise relevant issues of
concern to the community. That is not occurring.
The government should decide prior to the
commencement of a session on which days
Parliament will sit.
Near the end of the session many bills will be
debated for only 30 minutes at a time. Last session I
was forced to deal with two important bills in only
28 minutes and 35 minutes respectively. That is not
how democracy should work. The Leader of the
House should examine his priorities. He should not
pretend that we are here to debate important issues.
He should move that all business be dealt with in
one day, with no debate!
Mr Gude - That will never happen.
Mr DOLLIS - We are getting close to that
occurring. The government should provide an
opportunity for debate this evening and tomorrow
so that important measures can be dealt with.

Oavis, Mr (TtIID)
Dean, Or
Elder,Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Hayward,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John, Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr (TtllD)
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.O.
McLellan,Mr
Maclellan, Mr

Peulich,Mrs
Phillips,Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Plowman, Mr S.J.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr I.W.
Spry,Mr
Steggall, Mr
Tanner,Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor, Mr
Treasure, Mr
Tumer,Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells, Mr

Noes, 27
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Brumby, Mr
Coghill, Or
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr (Ttller)
Dollis,Mr
Garbutt, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton,Mr
Kimer,Ms
Leighton, Mr
Loney,Mr

Marple,Ms
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr (Tt/ID)
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Roper,Mr
Sandon, Mr
Seitz,Mr
Sercombe, Mr
Sheehan, Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Vaughan,Or
Wilson,Mrs

Motion agreed to.
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 52
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and

Employment) - I move:
That the question be now put.

House divided on Mr Gude's motion:

Ayes, 52
Ashley,Mr
Bildstien, Mr
Brown,Mr
Clark,Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr

McNamara,Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Pescott, Mr

Ashley, Mr
Bildstien, Mr
Brown, Mr
Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper, Mr
Davis, Mr
Dean, Or (Ttller)
Elder, Mr
Elliott,Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Hayward,Mr
Henderson, Mrs

McNamara,Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Pescott, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Plowman, Mr S.J.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
ASSEMBLY

554
Honeywood, Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John, Mr
Leigh, Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.D.
McLellan, Mr
Maclellan, Mr

Smith, Mr I.W.
Spry, Mr
Steggall, Mr
Tanner,Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr (Ttller)
Turner,Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells,Mr

Noes, 27
Andrianopoulos, Mr (Telln)
Baker, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Brumby,Mr
Coghill, Dr
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr

Marple,Ms
Micallef,Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Roper,Mr
Sandon,Mr
Seitz, Mr

Dollis, Mr
Garbutt, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton, Mr
Kimer,Ms
Leighton, Mr
Loney, Mr

Thursday, 24 March 1994
Sercombe, Mr
Sheehan,Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Vaughan, Or (Teller)
Wilson,Mrs

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 4.16 p.m. until Tuesday, 29
March.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
FINANCE - LEGAL REPRESENTATION AND EXPENSES INCURRED
(Question No. 146)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Finance:
In respect of legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the period 3
October 1992 to date:
1.
What were the cases in which these legal expenses were incurred?
2.
What expenses were incurred in each case?
What was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case?
3.
4.
What was the outcome of each case?
5.
What the names are of legal counsel engaged in each case?
6.
What was the name of the city and court in which each case was heard?

Mr I. W. SMITH (Minister for Finance) - The answer is:
Legal expenses incurred as a result of proceedings before courts or tribunals are set out hereunder. These figures
include expenses incurred where the matter was settled prior to proceeding to hearing.
(a)

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
(b)

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
(c)

Australian Liquor, Hospitality and Miscellaneous Workers Union and State of Victoria
$287.00 (Department of Finance's share of costs).
Barrister engaged to represent State
Claim for an interim Federal award not granted.
Mr G. Guidice.
Australian Industrial Relations Commission, Sydney.

5.
6.

Surveyors Board of Victoria and G. Szirom.
$8611.25
Legal advice from Victorian Government Solicitor and engagement of legal counseL
Alleged breach of section 18 of the Surveyor's Act 1978.
Mr A. Albert.
Not yet heard.

1.
23.
4.
5.
6.

Gualtiero Vaccari Foundation and J. A 0' Arcy and L. Franklin.
$30 518.00.
Legal ad vice and engagement of legal counsel.
Withdrawn by complainant prior to hearing.
Mr G. Buckner.
Not applicable.

1.
2.
3.
4.

(d)

Perton and Departments of Finance and Treasury.
$471.00 (Department of Finance's share of costs).
Barrister engaged to represent both departments.
Both departments ordered to release documents on the Victorian Equity Trust.
MrN.Green.
Administrative Appeals Tribunal, Melbourne.
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l.

2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
(f)

Hosking and Valuers' Qualification Board
$17593.00.
Injunction sought by Mr Hosking in Supreme Court to stop the hearing by the board.
Injunction not granted. The Supreme Court ordered that the decision of the Valuers' Qualification Board
could not be disclosed until a related Supreme Court case was finalised.
Valuers' Qualification Board, Melbourne

5.
6.

Glynn and Valuers' Qualification Board.
$967.38.
Legal advice and engagement of legal counsel.
Decision pending.
Mr M. Robins.
Valuers' Qualification Board, Melbourne.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Masters of the Supreme Court and State Superannuation Board and State of Victoria.
Plaintiff's costs $40 865.00 Defendants costs -not yet known.
Legal advice from Victorian Government Solicitor.
Settlement reached between the parties.
None
Supreme Court of Victorian, Melbourne.

1.
2.
3.
4.

(g)

Tuesday, 22 March 1994

LOCAL GOVERNMENT - LEGAL REPRESENTATION AND EXPENSES INCURRED
(Question No. 167)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Plaruting, for the Minister for Local Government:
In respect of legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the period 3

October 1992 to date:
1.
What were the cases in which these legal expenses were incurred?
2.
What expenses were incurred in each case?
3.
What was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case?
4.
What was the outcome of each case?
5.
What the names are of legal counsel engaged in each case?
6.
What was the name of the city and court in which each case was heard?

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Local Government is:
The Office of Local Government maintains its own legislation unit however there are times when it is necessary to seek

advice and representation from extemallegal advisers for matters such as:
general legal advice, including advice from the Victorian Government Solicitor
issues involving the Local Government Board
Administrative Appeals Tribunal cases
proceedings brought against the Minister, including the actions brought by the Cities of South Melbourne
and Port Melbourne to challenge the validity of the City of Melbourne Act 1993
prosecutions under the Local Government Act 1989, including prosecutions for breaches of pecuniary
interest provisions
The time and resources to collate information about each case is not available at this time. If the honourable member
seeks specific information I will be happy to provide it.
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FINANCE - EXPENDITURE ON CONFERENCES), SEMINARS, WORKSHOPS AND
TRAINING COUR~ES
(Question No. 178)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Finance:
In respect of expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each department,
agency or authority within his administration for the period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended indicating· (a) locality
and venue; (b) purpose; and (c) the name of each person attending?
2.
What was the cost of each event indicating - (a) accommodation; (b) entertainment; (c) meals and refreshments; (d)
travel; (e) car hire; (f) taxis and hire cars; and (g) other expenses?
3.
Whether the event was externally organised; if so what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s) or

companies engaged and at what cost?

Mr I. W. SMITH (Minister for Finance) - The answer is:
The time and resources required to provide all the detailed information requested cannot be justified. The following
list, with details in the main obtained from my department's FMS computer system provides expenditure by branches
or divisions on conferences, courses, seminars and workshops.
The attendance at conferences and seminars related to marketing, sales, accounting, information technology and
telecommunications. Training courses were for computer network and systems training, supervision, writing skills and
other professional development courses which are part of the ongoing staff training process.
Branch/Division
Executive Coordination and Review
Financial Management
Human Resource Management
Information Technology
Vie Computing
Commercial Services
Valuer-General
Survey &c Mapping Victoria
Geographic Data
Asset Management
Executive Support
Strategic Development
Office of the Minister
Superannuation &c Insurance Policy
Records Management
Telecommunications Policy &: Operations
Vehicle Management
ComptrolJer-General
Executive Management
Mobile radio
Asset Audit Task Force
State Supply Service
Government Employee Housing Authority
Printing and Publishing Services Victoria
Total

Total
1045.00
10995.50
12460.00
11 006.10
14132.15
5760.00
13004.89
10432.10
3882.45
4684.20
1845.00
1381.60
950.00
2673.00
1164.00
1947.50
130.00
5786.20
75.00
170.00
150.00
7744.00
6145.05
10116.00
127680.74
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PLANNING - EXPENDITURE ON CONFERENCES",SEMINARS, WORKSHOPS AND
TRAINING COURSa::.S
(Question No. 181)

Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Planning:
In respect of expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each department,
agency or authority within his administration for the period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended indicating - (a) locality
and venue; (b) purpose; and (c) the name of each person attending?
2.
What was the cost of each event indicating - (a) accommodation; (b) entertairunent; (c) meals and refreshments; (d)
travel; (e) car hire; (f) taxis and hire cars; and (g) other expenses?

3.

Whether the event was externally organised; if so what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s) or
companies engaged and at what cost?

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The answer is:
Seminars, workshops and training courses are conducted frequently in most departmental and agency office locations.
They are also often developed and conducted locally or conducted interstate for policy officers from various states and
territories who are involved in similar activities. Courses include word processing and information system training,
skills development training, information seminars on policy or management issues and planning sessions for middle
and senior management or for specific work groups. The time and resources to collate information on each of these
activities is not available at this time. If the honourable member is seeking information about departmental or agency
approaches to the provision of certain types of training, I will be happy to provide the information.
The following table details information on conferences attended by staff in the Department of Planning and
Development who are involved in planning and related areas and by members of statutory authorities within the
planning portfolio. Detailed information on the total cost of attendance at each event is not readily accessible. Officers
were paid accommodation and meal allowances in accordance with public service rates.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Tuesday, 22 March 1994

559

ASSEMBLY

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Name of Conference/Sponsoring
Organisation

Location

Name of Person Attending

Information on Line and on Disk '93
Australian Convention Management
Services.

Sydney

Leonie Mugavin

1992 Population Workshop.
Department of Planning Queensland

Coolangatta

Ivan Motley

Wilshire James Meeting
Sun Micro Systems

Melbourne

Adonis Arlettos

X Eagle Ltd
X Eagle Ltd

Amsterdam

Adonis Arlettos

1993 Population Workshop
Department of Planning Adelaide

Adelaide

Jeremy Reynolds

Statistical Analysis Systems Institute (SAS)
SAS Institute

Melbourne

Ivan Motley

Strategic Management in the Public Sector

Melbourne

John Hanna

The Changing Face of IT
Price Waterhouse U rwick
Australian Urban Regional Information
Systems Conference 1993
ESRl Australia. Digital, Hewlett Packard
and Mebourne Information Technical
Services

Melbourne

John Hanna

Adelaide

John Cole

Building Industry Seminar
Construction,Forestry,Mining &Energy
Union.

Sydney

Kirn Lovegrove

The Business of Building Control
AlBA Victorian Chapter.

Parlcville

Norm Foster
Frank Harrison
Stuart McLennan
Alan Threadwell

Building Science Forum
Building Science Forum of Australia.

Highett

Jack Branwell

Seminar "Beyond the Regulations"
Institute of Fire Engineers, South Australia.

Adelaide University

Peter Nassau

AlBS State Conference 29
AIB Victorian Chapter.

Warragul

Norm Foster
Alan Threadwell
Peter Phillips

Earthquake Loading Seminar
Standards Australia

Melbourne

Jack Bramwell

Australian Standards Update Seminar
AIBS Victorian Chapter.

Parlcville

Norm Foster
Frank Harrison
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L

Name or ConferenceJSponsoring

Location

Name of Person Attending

Or~anisation

Better Cities Technical Seminars
National Capital Planning Authority.

Various

Staff of Better Cities Unit

Australian Institute of Urban Studies Annual Adelaide
Conference
AIUS Sponsored

Paul Reed

Restructing of the Victorian Public Service
Royal Institute of Public Administration,
Australia

Melbourne

Penny Holloway

Conditions, Contracts, Agreements and
Public Service Employment
Royal Institue of Public Administration
Australia

MelboUrne

Penny Holloway

"Get Railed - Transit Development" Seminar Melbourne
Assocation of Consulting Swveyors
Department of Planning and Development
and co-sponsored by the Better Cities
Program

Paul Reed ,Howard Bartlett.
Mark Whinfield.

Traditional Shopping Centres
Australian Institute of Urban Studies

Melbourne

Gordon Edgar

Research Forum
Building Owners and Managers Association

Melbourne

Gordon Edgar

Australian and New Zealand Regional
Science Assocation Annual Conference
ANZRSA

Ballarat

Gordon Edgar
Rudy Kohut
Jeremy Reynolds

Royal Town Planning Institute Summer
School
RTPI

Lancaster, England

John Manton
(paid own Fare)

Reclaiming Our Streets
Association of Inner Eastern Council

Camberwell

Tina Sheldon

Edge Too
University of Melbourne

Melbourne

Karen Thomsen

Monash Technology precinct Meeting
Montech PIL

Clayton

Rudy Kohut

Microeconomic Reform Management
Conference
Business Council of Australia

Melbourne

Lex Brothwick

State Planning Conference 1993
Royal Australian Planning Institute

Ballarat

Victor Sposito

Country Towns and Rural Areas
Trevor Budge and Associates

Bendigo

Roger Holloway
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Location

Name of Conference/Sponsoring
Organisation
Research Forum
Building Owners and Managers Association

Melbourne

Name of Person Attending
Gordon Edgar

Heritage Tomorrow - Making a Future from Bendigo
the Past
Trevor Budge and Associates, co-sponsored
by the Heritage Branch of the Deparunent of
Planning and Development

David Robb
John Verreyt

National Conference Country Towns and
Rural Areas, Planning and Devlopment the
Agenda for the Nineties
Trevor Budge and Associates

Bendigo

John Verreyt

State Planning Conference 1993
Local Government Planners ASsocation
Royal Australian Planning Institute
Victorian Planning and Environmental Law
Association

Ballarat

Kim McGough

Project Management Organisational Change
and leadership Trends in the 1990's
RMIT

Melbourne

Richard Wood

Preserving Vegetation and Habitiat.Planning Melbourne
Studies TrustlVictorian University of
Technology

Bob Ellery

Urban Consolidation:. Planning Better Cities Sydney
IRR Conferences

Annette Mastowicz, Neil
Morris

Sales Tax : The New Legislation.
Arthur Anderson

Melbourne

lan Urquhart

Employment Contracts: A Briefing Session: Melbourne
University of Melbourne.

Noel Almeida

Economic Rationalism - Economic Policies
for the 90's.
University of Melbourne.

Melbourne

!an Urquhart

Fringe Benefits Tax 1993: A Practical
Workshop for Tax Exempt Employers.
Price Waterhouse

Melbourne

Noel Almeida

Contracts and the Engineer:New Rules, New Melbourne
Games. Institute of Engineers Australia.

Bob Elbery, David Webb.

Shadows and Sunlighting. Royal Australian
Planning Institute,
Victorian University of Technology.

Melbourne

Howard Bartlett.

PD Forum
Institute of Chartered Accountants

Melbourne

lan Urquhart.
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Name of Conference/Sponsoring
Or-ganisation

Location

Name of Person Attendin2

Desktop Mapping.
Royal Australian Planning Institute,
Victorian University of Technology

Melbourne

Howard B artlett

General Conditions of Contract and Quality
in Construction. Standards Australia

Melbourne

Jack Black,Bob Ellery,
Richard GrahamJohn
Temby, David Webb.

Setting the Pace for the 90's: Government
Reforms and Restructuring. Royal Institute
of Public Administration Victoria

Melbourne

Roger Hudson

Maximising the Benefits of Effective
Environmental Auditing and New
Development in Site Remeditation. I.R.R.
Conferences.

Sydney

Steve Copland

The Legal Obligations of Directors of
Government Owned Enterprises. I.RR.
Conferences.

Melbourne

Garth Greenaway, Gerry
Griffm. Roger Hudson.

An Overview of Income Tax. Seminars
Australia.

Melbourne

Noel Almeida

Municipal and Subdivisional Concrete
Pavements Course & Recent Municipal
Concrete Pavings Project Cement and
Concrete Association of Australia

Melbourne

Bob Ellery.

Using 173 Agreements. RAPII VUT.

Melbourne

Howard Bartlett

Privatisation and Contracting Out: Passing
Melbourne
Fad or Permanent Reform: Royal Institute of
Public Administration Victoria.

Roger Hudson

Sales Marketing and Motivation.
H.lA

Melbourne

Malcolm Burnell

Managing Change in a Dynamic Housing
Market ABNHIAlUDIA

Melbourne

Garth Greenaway. Julie
Katz. John Schneider, David
Webb.

The Building Bill. What it means to you.
Urban Land Institute of Australia.

Melbourne

Mark Whinfield, J ulie Katz.

Australian International Meetings Expo.
Australian Institute of Management

Melbourne

Robyn Glennm Leah Irwin

How to Handle Difficult People.
Fred Pryor Seminars.

Melbourne

Coral Banjac, Lesley Wyatt
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5
Name of Conference/Sponsoring
Ol"ganisation

Location

Name of Person Attending

HB 39 Retraining. R.M.I.T.

Melbourne

Andre JeMings, Brian
Trezise, Brian GlassboITow,
Les Cruickshank, Clive
Boseley, Phillip Watjins,
Peter Fletcher, John Ricardo.

Insitiute of Plumbing National Conference
International Plumbing Institute

United Kingdom

Fred Smith, Michael Kefford

3rd World Plumbing Conference
International Plumbing Institute

Hong Kong

Fred Smith, Michael Kefford

Electricity Suppliers Association of
Australia Conference.
State Electricity Commission of Victoria

Sydney.

David Scott

Off shore Petroleum Environmental Review
Project Scientific Forum.
Australian Petroleum Exploration
Association.

Canberra

David Scon

National Wilderness Conference.
Colong Foundation For Wilderness

Sydney

Brad Miles

Australian Marine Sciences Conference.
Australian Marine Sciences Association.

Canberra

Don Hough

Australian Coastal Management Conference. Sydney
Australian National Parks & Wildlife
Service.

Ian Miles

Land Conservation Council Marine and
Coastal Forum.
Land Conservation Council

David Scon, Don Hough,
Hania Bibrowska, lan Miles

Melbourne
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AGRICULTURE- EXPENDITURE ON CONFERENCES.,.c SEMINARS, WORKSHOPS
AND TRAINING COURSE;:,
(Question No. 184)

Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Agriculture:
In respect of expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each department,
agency or authority within his administration for the period 3 October 1992 to date:
What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended indicating - (a) locality
1.
and venue; (b) purpose; and (c) the name of each person attending?
2.
What was the cost of each event indicating - (a) accommodation; (b) entertainment; (c) meals and refreshments; (d)
travel; (e) car hire; (f) taxis and hire cars; and (g) other expenses?
Whether the event was extemally organised; if so what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s) or
3.
companies engaged and at what cost?

Mr W. D. McGRATB (Minister for Agriculture) - The answer is:
Details of conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses attended by officers of my department and all
agencies responsible to me, are shown in this summary:
Note 1.
Details about attendance by Department of Agriculture officers are not held centrally. As time and resources
required to search and collate the details being sought would be prohibitive, the response by the Department
of Agriculture is limited to the data maintained about attendance at major conferences.
Note 2.
Information about statutory bodies within the agriculture portfolio varies in detail between agencies
depending on the availability of readily accountable records. As the time and resources required for some
agencies to search and collate the details, the information provided is limited to that which is centrally held
and readily available.
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Melbourne Market Authority

IV
N

Date

Conference/Course

VenuelExternal Provider*

Attendees

Cost of Course#

Purpose

18/11/92

Computer Course

Wang Australia (Melb)

J Giarrusso

$490.00

WP&AD

18/11/92

Computer Course

Wang Australia (Melb)

L BeJcher

$490.00

WP&AD

13/1/93

Computer Course

Lotus - MTE

A Chauhan

$335.00

Lotus 123

27 -10- 17/11/92

Tutorials

Market

L McLeod

$1,740.00

Officer training

30/11/92

Workcare

VECCI

L Childs

$90.00

Workcare System

27/01/93

Computer

MTE

o Erceg

$445.00

PC Excel

24/03/93

Directors Course

Company Director

G Humphreys

$1,560.00

Corporate Planning

23/04/93

St Johns Ambulallce

Melbourne

Market Officers

$2,6793.00

First Aid

17/05/93

Computer

Franklin Collins

C Porteous

$380.00

Wordperfect

01/07/93

Outsourcing

School of Management

R Lenard

$630.00

Management

12-13/07/1993

Business Writing

Longman Cheshire

M Kucherhan

$795.00

Management

I

!

Corporate Records

Chartered Accountants

G Humphreys

$125.00

Management

29/08-04/09/93

AUF Conference

Perth (Registration)

Trust Members

$4,400

Combined Conference

24/08/93

Director Duties

HR Pty Ltd

R Lenard

$795.00

Management

4-5/08/93

Computer

MTE

A Chauhan

$994.00

Demystifying Lang

4-5/08/93

Computer

MTE

o Erceg

$994.00

Demystifying Lang

24/08/93

Directors Liabilities

HR Pty Ltd

o

$795.00

Management

Humphreys

~
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Melbourne Market Authority (continued)
-

Date

Conference/Course

VenuelExtemal Provider*

Attendees

Cost of Course#

Purpose

-/08/93

M Composite M"ker

Doncaster

R Lenard

$50.00

Cleaning

11/08/93

Computer

Hawthorn VECCI

R Cudmore

$295.00

PC Training

15-16/02/93

Train the Trainer

Franklin Collins

J Graham

$600.00

Market Officers

20-21/09/93

Job Evaluation'

Hay Management

A Chauhan

$650.00

Management

25-29/09/93

Legal Responsibilities

Geelong

Market Officers

$6,375.00

Health & Safety

23/11/93

Employee Relations

VECCI

A Chauhan

$288.00

Staff Training

01/11/93

Fire Prevention

MFB

R Lenard

$35].00

Fire Safety

05/08/93

Cleaning

Melbourne

R Cud more

$110.00

Recycling

05/08/93

Cleaning

Melbourne

R Lenard

$110.00

Recycling

*
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All conferences or courses, with the exception of the Australian United Fresh (AUF) Conference and a legal responsibilities
course, were held in th~ Melbourne area.
As the time and resources required to search and collute the details being sought would be excessive, only details of the total
of each course are provided.
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Murray Valley Citrus Marketing Hoard
-
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Date

Conference/Course

Venue/External Provider

Attendees

Cost of
Course

Purpose

April 1993

45th ACGF Annual
Conference

Oasis Resort Caloundra

J Braniff

$1,444.00

Citrus Industry Business

April 1993

Sixth National Citrus
Industry Convention

Gold Coast

J Braniff

$675.00

Citrus Industry Interests

JUly 1993

Geographic Information
Systems

Mildura Function Centre

P Guild

$70.00

To provide knowledge of
information systems

July 1993

Geographic Information
Systems

Mildura Function Centre

D McNamara

$70.00

To provide knowledge of
information systems

Nov 1993

Industrial Relations Seminar

Fitzroy

Y Dunston

$314.00

To provide information on
current IR's

October 1993

Meet the Export Challenge

Mildura

J Braniff

$60.00

To provide current information
on export

Nov 1993

Tri State Citrus Field Day

Renmark

J Braniff

$40.00

To provide current information
on a range of industry issues

Nov 1993

Tri State Citrus Field Day

Renmark

PGuild

$40.00

To provide current information
on a range of industry issues

Nov 1993

Tri State Citrus Field Day

Renmark

D McNamara

$40.00

To provide current information
on a range of industry issues

Nov 1993

Tri State Citrus Field Day

Renmark

A Mayes

$40.00

To provide current information
on a range of industry issues
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Tobacco Leaf Marketing Board

Date

Conference/Course

VenuelExternal Provider

Attendees

Cost of Course

Purpose

1993

Computer Course

Knox Club, BoronialData
Electronics

C Parker

$250.00

Dataker Training Course

1993

Industrial Relations Seminar

Fitzroy/McMillian
Shakespeare

J Allan

$65.00

Update on industrial relations
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Australian Barley Board

Date

Conference/Course

VenuelExternal
Provider

Attendees'"

Cost of Course

11/11/92

lnst. of Brewing

Melbourne

Sidley

$35.00

11/11/92

Inst. of Brewing

Melbourne

McNair

$35.00

22/01/93

Fred Pyror Seminar

Melbourne

Wilson

$99.00

13/08/93

Barley Technical Symposium

Hobart

Sidley

$622.00 (includes airfare)

15/09/93

National Legumes Conference

Wagga Wagga

McNair

$150.00 (includes travel expenses)

Purpose

-

I

I

'"

The Australian Barley Board is a joint statutory authority with South Australia.
conferences and courses attended by the Board's staff who are employed in Victoria.
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Victorian Meat Authority
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Date

Conference/Course

VenuelExternal
Provider

Attendees

Cost of
Course

Purpose

26-28/11/93

Australian Meat and Livestock Council

Wagga Wagga

J Watson

$665.00

Annual General Meeting

26-28/11/93

Australian Meat and Livestock Council

Wagga Wagga

R Crossing

$665.00

Annual General Meeting
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Veterinary Board of Victoria
Date

Conference/Course

VenuelExternal
Provider

Attendees

Cost of
Course

Purpose

05/11/93

Mutual Recognition Seminar

University of
Melbourne

M Wilson

$150.00

Update on the acceptance of mutual
recognition to date and any
problems encountered
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Date

Conference/Course/Purpose

Venue/Externat Provider

Attenc1ees

Cost of
Course#

October 1992

TAFE Cabling Course

TAFE. Newport

1

$395.00

October 1992

Intro to AS400 Office Version

GEB Head Office. internal course

t

October 1992

Working with Height

GEB Geelong Terminal. internal course

14

October 1992

Discrimination & Sexual Harassment

Australian Chamber of Manufacturers

3

$225.00

October 1992

Sy!Max PLC - Plant Trouble Shooting
Procedures

Square D (Aust) PIL, Preston

2

$1.230.00

November 1992

Workplace First Aid Level 2

Gordon Technical College. Geelong

2

$570.00

December 1992

Bulldozer & Front End Loader
Operating Training

GEB Portland Woodchip Shed. Construction
Industry Training Services

6

$2,714.00

February 1993

Woodchips - Quality in Handling

Dartmoor Mill GEB Portland Terminal, CSR
Softwoods

23

$2,884.00

February 1993

Licence Endorsement - Heavy Truck

Sunshine. Barkly Driving School

2

$812.00

February 1993

Basic.: Autocad

Gordon Technical College, Geelong

I

$385.00

February 1993

Mandarin I

TAFE. Box Hill

I

$133.45

March 1993

MBTI & Work teams

GEB, Geelong Terminal, internal course

6

March 1993

Management Accounting

Radisson President, Melbourne. ASCPA

I

$295.00

March 1993

Sf John First Aid Course Level 2

St John Ambulance Training Centre, Melbourne

I

$125.00
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Grain Elevators Board (continued)
- -

-----

Date

Omference/Course!Purpuse

Venue/External Provider

AlIcndccs

Cost of
Coursc#

March 93

Supply Cataloguing Workshop

Mclhourne. Auslang

I

550.00

March 93

Institute of Internal Auditors South Pacific Conference

Radisson President. Melbourne. HA Australia

1

750.00

April 93

Thinking and Communication Skills

GEB Head Office. internal course

15

April 93

Nutrition in Catering - Thai Cooking

William Angliss College

I

$270.00

April 93

Introduction to EDP Auditing and CAATS

Technisearch. Melbourne. Kierran Consulting

I

$1.000.00

May 93

Interpersonal Communication & Assertion Skills

GE8 Head Office. Drake International

14

$3.000.00

May 93

Wrillen Communications in Business

GEB Head Office. MaST

12

$3.000.00

May 93

Treasury. Administration and Control

Sheraton Hotel, Melbourne. Price Waterhouse

I

$950.00

May 93

Enterprise Bargaining

Park Royal. Melbourne, Calcutl Watson

I

$464.00

May 93

·Senior Managers Course

Trawool Valley Resort

21

$21.000.00

June 93

Perfonnance Appraisal Workshop

GEB Head Office. internal course

12
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June 93

Time Management Skills

GEB Head Office. internal course

9

July 93

Implementing Workplace Hazards Substance Regs

Melbourne. Aust Faculty of Occupational
Medicine

1

$150.00

July 93

Structural Behaviour of Silos

Swinburne University. Hawthorn

1

$95.00

July 93

The New Supervisor

Melbourne. AIM

t

$650.00

July 93

The Experienced Supervisor

Melbourne. AIM

I

$650.00
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Grain Elevators Dnard (continued)
--- ----------

Dale

I

I

CUllfc rcm:e/Cuurse/Pu1'I'lt)se

Vcnue/Ex(cnml Provider

Altcndccs

July \993

hum To PC's & Microsoft

GEB Head Office. internal course

6

July 1993

Job Evaluation Workshop

South Melbourne. Noble Lnwndes

I

$425.00

July 1993

4oExccUlive/Board Training Course

Tmwool Valley Resort

\0

SW.OOO.OO

August 1993

Cenilication Assurance Auditor

World Trade Centre. Melbourne. AQIS Canberra

I

$350.00

August 1993

Introduction to Word for Windows

Brunswick. Michrohelp

3

$660.00

August 1993

Infralizer Maintenance Training

GEB Charlton Regional Office. Bran and Leubbc

9

$2.870.00

August 1993

Trade Union Promotion & Publicity Campaign

Radisson President HOlel. Melbourne, ACfU

I

$385.00

August 1993

Methyl Bromide Fumigation

Swan Hill Motor Inn, internal course

10

$3.585.00

Aug/Sep/Oct 93

4oCuslOmer Service Training

Various Venues, Davit! Freeman and Assoc.

204

$45.130.00

August 1993

Phosphine Fumigation Training Course

Swan Hill Motor Inn, internal course

9

$3,340.00

September 1993

The Experienced Supervisor

Melhourne. AIM

I

$650.00

September 1993

First Aid Level 2

Melhoume. SI John Ambulance

I

$125.00

September 1993

Intermediate CAD

Geelong. Gordon Technical College

I

$385.00

Grain Legume FonJln

Charles Sturt University. Wagga Wagga. Grain
Legume Assoc.

I

$250.00

Septcmhcr 1993

How to Handle Difficull People

Regent Hotel, Melhoume, Fred Pyror Seminars

I

$99.00

September 1993

Sexual Uarassmcn!

Hyall HOle\' Melhourne. Mercer Human Resources

2

$2RO.OO

I Septemhcr 1993

Cost of
Coursc#
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Date

ConIC rCIll:c/Coursc!pu rpose

Vcnue!Extemal Provider

Allcndccs

Cost of
Coursc#

September 1993

Imroduction to Windows 3.1

Melbourne. MTE

1

$295.00

Octoher 1993

Alternative Delivery Methods

Naval & Military Club, AlTO Melbourne

I

$30.00

October 1993

Auslralian Suciety Of CPA's Victorian Congress )993

World Congress CCl\lre Melbourne,
ASCPA

I

$4,895.00

October 1993

AS400 Perfomlancc Analysis & Capacity Planning

IBM Melboumc

1

$975.00
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The GEB. faced with an increasingly competitive and changing markct place has, as part of its pI arming, introduced a customer service training
course for all its employees. To date. some 235 employees have undertaken the course. which aims to train all employees in providing service
excellence. These courses have been conducled internally, with the assistance of a speciaJised external provider.
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Both the Execulivc/Board and Senior Management Training Courses incorporatcd customer service training. which underlines Ihe GEB's commitment
to providing nexihle and high quality services for its customers.
#

As the time and resources required 10 search and collate the details being sought would be excessive, only details of the lolal cost of each course are
provided. However, gcncmlly the cosl of the external provider, together with meals and rcfrcsluncnts were all inclusive in the cost of the course.
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Department

Date

or Agriculture
Conferencc/Course

VcnuelExtcmal
Provider

Attcmlces

04/10/92

Engincering in Agriculture 1992

Albury

D Cotter

04/10/92

Engineering in Agriculture 1992

Alhury

M Fosler

04/IU/92

Enginecring in Agricullure 1992

Albury

H French

04/1 0/92

Enginecring in Agriculture 1992

Albury

V Reyes

10/11/92

IllIcmat Mcmbrane Sri & Tech

Uni/NSW

M Unger

03/12/92

Nalional Conf on Waler Quality Management

Adelaide

K Perverill

03/12/92

National Conf on Waler Quality Management

Adelaidc

R Slanden

07/12/92

XV, 'nlemalional Biomelric Conference

New Zealallll

L Callinan

>
Vl

07/12/92

XVI Inlemalional Biometric Confcrencc

New Zealand

M Hannah

07/12/92

XVI Intemalional Biometric Conferencc

Ncw Zealand

G Hepworth

::tJ:1 oC'I1
Z

07/12/92

XVI IllIcmational Bioll1elric Conferencc

New Zealand

J Rcynolds

S

07/12/92

XVII Annual Sci Meet of Nutrition Soc of Australia

Pcrth

H Channons

tt1

07/12/92

Cost of
Coursc·

Purpose

I

-

-
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XVII Allnual Sci Mecl of NUlrilion Soc of Australia

Pcrth

r

27/01/c

n

Short Course ill Supercritical Fluid Extraction

Uni/NSW

D Alien

27/01/9)

Short Course in Supcrcritical Fluid Extraction

UJli/NSW

W Slattery

27/01/93

Short Course in SuperClitical f-luid Exlraclion

Uni/NSW

M linger

08/02/93

XVII Intemational Gm<.;sland Congress

NZ & Australia

Pl Cunningham
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I

IV
IV

or Agriculture (continued)

:::

Date

Conference/Course

Venuc!Extcmal
Provider

Allendecs

08/02/93

XVII International Grassland Congress

NZ & Australia

S Flell

08/02/93

XVII International Grassland Congress

NZ & Australia

J Z Foot

08/02/93

XVII International Grassland Congress

NZ & Australia

C K Lee

08/02/93

XVII International Grassland Congress

NZ & Australia

J Millar

-

08/02/93

XVII International Grassland Congress

NZ & Australia

K PritchanJ

-

08/02/93

XVII International Grassland Congress

NZ & Australia

P Quigley

-

-

08/02/93

XVII International Grassland Congress

NZ & Australia

K Reed

-

-

08/02/93

XVII International Grassland Congress

NZ & Australia

M J Rogers

Cost of
Course·

~

Purposc#

::r
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~

-

08/02/93

XVII International Grassland Congress

NZ & Australia

G Saul

08/02/93

XVII International Grasslaml Congress

NZ & Australia

R Heeswijck

08/02/93

XVII International Grassland Congress

NZ & Australia

B Wales

08/02/93

XVII International Grassland Congress

NZ & Australia

J Woodburn

09/02/93

Australian Poultry Science Symposium

Uni/Sydney

J Azoulas

09/02/93

Australian Poultry Science Symposium

Uni/Sydney

J Barnell

-

13/02/93

XXth Annual Conf of A/Asian Soc for Study of Animal Behaviour

New Zealand

J Barnell

-

13/02/93

XXth Annual Conf of AlAsian Soc for Study of Animal Behaviour

New Zealand

K Brcuer
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Department of Agriculture (continued)
-

Date

ConIc re l1l:e/ClIu !"Se

Vcnue!Extcmal
Provider

Allemlecs

Cost of
Course·

13/02/93

XXth Annual Conf of A/Asian Soc For Study Of Animal Behaviour

New Zealand

P Hemsworth

15/02/93

Annual NZ Society of Animal Production

New Zealand

J Bamelt

15/02/93

Annual NZ Society of Animal Production

New Zealand

K Breuer

-

15/02/93

Annual NZ Society of Animal Production

New Zealand

P Hemsworth

-

17/02/93

Blue-Green Algae Blooms Symposium

Uni/Adelaide

M Kerr

-

17/02/93 '

Blue-Green Algae Blooms Symposium

Uni/Adelaide

I McCauley

-

17/02/93

Blue-Green Algae Blooms Symposium

Uni/Adelaide

K Thomas

-

17/02/93

Sixth A/Asian Grassland Invertebrate Ecology

New Zealand

G Berg

Purpose
##

-

-

-

-

17/02/93

Sixth AlAsian Grasslaml Invertehrate Ecology

New Zealand

G McDonald

-

27/03/93

Human Resources Management in R7D Organisations Int Conf

Canberra

J Alien

-

27/03/93

Human Resources Management in R7D Organisations lilt Conf

Canberra

G RifIKin

-

18/04/93

Recent Advances in Animal Nutrition in Australia 1993

Annidale NSW

P Eason

-

18/04/93

Recel1l Advances in Animal Nutrition in Australia 1993

Amlidale NSW

R King

19/03/93

Tenth Australian Plant Breeding Conferelll:e

Queensland

J Brouwer

19/03/93

Tenth Australiall Plant Breeding Conference

Queensland

J Kollmorgen

19/03/93

Tenth AuSlraliim Plant Breeding Conference

Queensland

C K Lee

19/03/93

Tenth Australian Plant Breeding Conference

Queensland

P Martin
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Dale

Con fe rence/Cou rse

Venue!Exlemal
Provider

Allentlecs

19/03/93

Tenth Australian Plant Breeding Conference

Queensland

D Moody

-

19/03/93

Tenlh Auslralian Planl Breeding Conference

Queensland

M Rogers

-

19/03/93

Tenth Australian Plant Breeding Conference

Queensland

P Salisbury

-

20/04/93

Honeybee R&D Council Nalional Review Workshop

Canberra

R Goodm,U}

27/04/9J

Australian Instilute of Agricultural Science (AlAS)

Canherra

D Millar

27/04/93

Australian Instilule of AgriclJlllIral Science (AlAS)

Canherra

B Muir

27/04/93

AlIslralian Inslilule of Agricultural Science (A IAS)

Canberra

G Riffkin

27/04/93

Australian Inslilule of Agricultural Science (AlAS)

Canherra

K Sleelc

28/04/93

Plillll Proleclion Industry Group Conference

South Australia

S Flet!

02/05/93

XXVlth Annual Conf Aust Institute Food Science & Technology

Adelaide

H Craven

02/05/93

XXVlth Annual Conf Aust Institute Food Science & Technology

Adelaide

R Devery

-

02/05/93

XXVlth Annual Conf Aust Inslitute Food Science & TeclUlology

Adelaide

I Gould

-

02/05/93

XXVlth Annual Conf Ausl Institute Food Science & Technology

Adelaide

H Tran

Cost of
Course*

Purposc#
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()epartment of Agriculture (continued)
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Date

Conference/Course

Venue!Extemal
Provider

Allendees

07/05/93

Australian Essential Oils Industry Seminar

Adelaide

F Bienvenu

07/05/93

Australian Essential Oils Industry Seminar

Adelaide

M Palmer

15/05/93

Aust Society for Veterinary Pathology Annual Conference

Brisbane

D Seward

15/05/93

Aust Society for Veterinary Pathology Annual Conference

Brisbane

L Sims

16/05/93

Australian Veterinary Association Annual Conference

Queensland

M Harrison

16/05/93

Australian Veterinary Association Annual Conference

Queensl;md

J Morton

16/05/93

Australian Veterinary Association Annual Conference

QueensllUllJ

P Penson

16/05/93

Australian Veterinary Association Annual Conference

Queensland

J Webber

17/05/93

Irrigation 93 Conference - Under Pressure

Ta'lmlUlia

M Dale

-

17/05/93

Irrigation 93 Conference - Under Pressure

Tasmania

M Schache

-

23/05/93

Seventh National Berryfruit Conference

Perth

G McGregor

23/05/93

Seventh National Bcrryfruit Confcrence

Perth

B Morrison

25/05/93

Sevcnth National Potato Research Workshop

Tasmania

K Blackmore

25/05/93

Sevcnth National Potato Research Workshop

Tasmania

R De Jong

25/05/93

Seventh National Potato Rcsearch Workshop

Tasm,Ulia

P Home

25/05/93

Seventh National Potato Rcsearch Workshop

TasmlUlia

A Kellock

Cost of
Course·

Purpose#
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Department of Agriculture (continued)
-

Dale
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Conference/Course
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Venue/Exlemal
Provider

Allelltlces

25/05/93

Seventh National Potato Research Workshop

Ta<;mania

G Wilson

10/06/93

Nat W/Shop on Phosphorus in Ausl Freshwaters

Wagga Wagga

D Baigent

10/06/93

Nat W/Shop on Phosphorus in AUSI Freshwaters

Wagga Wagga

P Jcrie

20/06/93

Nat W/Shop on Role of Eanhworrns in Agriculture & Lam! Dcvel

Laum:eslon

P Mele

20ft)6/93

Nat W/Shop on Role of Eanhworrns in Agriculture & Land Devel

Launccston

J Tisdall

28/06/93

CRC Soil & Land Management Economics of Soil Conservalion

Adelaide

B Coffey

28/06/93

CRe Soil & Land Management Economics of Soil Conservalion

Adelaide

B Madden

29/06/93

Vulpia Workshop

Orange

G Code

29/06/93

Vulpia Workshop

Orange

L Hamilton

30/06/93

Engineering for Water Resources Conf - Towards the 21 st Century

Newcastle

N R Austin

30/06/93

Engineering for Water Resources Conf - Towards the 21st Century

Newcastle

J B Prendegast

03/07/93

Australian Entomological Sociely Annual Conference

Caims

V Bates

03/07/93

Australian Entomological Society Annual Conference

Cairns

M Malipatil

03/07/93

Australian Entomological Society Annual Conference

Caims

J Osmelak

05/07/93

Annual Conf Aust Society of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology

Adelaide

J Kollmorgen

05/07/93

AlUmal Conf Aust Society of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology

Adelaide

R Singh

: 05/07/93

Annual ConI" Aust Society of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology

Adelaide

R Van Heeswijck
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Department (If Agriculture (continued)
,=

I

Date

Con fe rence/Cou rse

Venue/Extemal
Provider

Attemlees

05/07/93

Myconhiza Workshop

Adelaide

J TisdalI

07/07/93

IXth Australasian Plant Pathology Conference

Hobart

J Brown

IXth Australasian Plant Pathology Conference

Hobart

R Gross

IXth AustralashUl Plant Pathology Conference

Hobart

F lIenry

Ilobart

W Washington

OfiU\ge

A Avery

07/07/93

I 07/07/93
I
07/07/93
07/o71'J3

-

IXth Australasian Plant PatJlOlogy Conference

--

Vlllth Annual Conference Grassland Society of NSW

Co'st of
Course·

Purposc#
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07/07/93

Orange

VlIIrh Annual Conference Grassland Society of NSW

G Ferrier
ell

o~

r
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07/07/93

Vllllh Armual Conference Grassland Society of NSW

Orange

G Scammell

-

>
ell

07/07/93

Vlth AAANZ Conference - Agribusiness

Surfers

P Bailey

-

~
txl

07/07/93

Vlth AAANZ Conference - AgJibusiness

Surfers

J Mahoney

-

07/07/93

Vlth AAANZ Conference - Agribusiness

Surfers

D Walsgott

08/07/93

Root Lesion Nematode Workshop

Hobart

R Easlwood

10/07/93

Genetics Soc of Aust - Gene Mapping Workshop

Adelaide

R Eastwood

10/07/93

Genetics Soc of Aust - Gcne Mapping Workshop

Adelaide

M MattJlews

10/07/93

Gcnetics Soc of Aust - Gene Mapping Workshop

Adelaide

N Rohinson

10/07/93

Genetics Soc of Aust - Gene Mapping Workshop

Adelaide

C Taylor

11/07/93

Food Industry Conference FoodPro - 93

Sydney

R Devery
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Date

Conference/Course

VcnuelExtemal
Providcr

Anendecs

11/07/93

Food Industry Confcrence FoodPro - 93

Sydney

P Reid

-

11/07/93

Food Industry Conference FoodPro - 93

Sydney

K Verstecg

11

14/07/93

Dairy Research Foundation's Dairy Symposium 1993

Syd/Camden

J Moran

-

11

15/07/93

RIRDC Asian Foods Workshop

Canberra

M Hickey

15/07/93

RIRDC Asian Foods Workshop

Canberra

CPan

15/07/93

RIRDC Asian Foods Workshop

Canberra

B Tomkins

19/07/93

Advanced Remote Sensing Conference

Uni NSW

C Howcll

Cost of
Coursc*

Purposc#
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-

:>
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I

20/07/93

Land Information Management and GlS Conference

Uni NSW

A McAllister

-

23/07/93

Australian Ostrich Association Odyssey '93

Albury

K Button

-

27107/93

MRC Temperate Pasture Sustainability Key Program W/Shop

Wagga Wagga

D Bord

-

27/07/93

MRC Temperate Pasture Sustainability Key Program W/Shop

Wagga Wagga

J Cayley

27/07/93

MRC Temperate Pasture Sustainability Key Program W/Shop

Wagga Wagga

J Graham

27/07/93

MRC Temperate Pasture Sustainability Key Program W/Shop

Wagga Wagga

K Williams

10/08/93

5th National Antihacterial Residue Minimisation W/Shop

Brisbane

J Walsh

10/08/91

5th National Antibacterial Residue Minimisation W/Shop

Brisbane

J Webber

10/08/93

5th National Antibacterial Residue Minimisation W/Shop

Brisbane

L Walker

10/08/93

5th National Antihacterial Residue Minimisation W/Shop

Brisbane

L Edwards
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Date

Conference/Course

Venue/Extemal
Provider

AlIendccs

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

I ALIa

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

A Arch

10/08/91

FUlUre of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

A M Boland

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

B Coffey

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

J Cornish

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darlillg Basin

Grilfilh

D Dellow

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

N Drew

f---.

Cost of Course'"
-

Purposc#

--

----j

o~

~

I

:>
(;)

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

P Jeric

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

K Kelly

-

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

N McBeath

-

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

M Morris

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

C Noble

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

B Prendcrgast

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

K Pritchard

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

K SampsolI

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

M Schache

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

R Standen
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I Venuc/Extcmal

Conference/Course

Attcndees

Provider

I Cost of
Course·

Purpose I

~

#

-

~::r
~

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

D Thomas

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griffith

R Wildcs

10/08/93

Future of Irrigation in the Murray-Darling Basin

Griff1th

M Young

15/08/93

Third Annual Queenstown Molecular Biology Meeting

New ZeahUld

C Smith

16/08/93

Xth World Veterinary Poultry Association Congress

Sydney

P Ilcmsworth

16/08/93

Xth World Veterinary Poultry Association Congress

Sydney

C Morrow

,0

16/08/93

Xth World Veterinary Poultry Association Congress

Sydney

G Parkinson

rrI

16/08/93

Xth World Veterinary Poultry Association Congress

Sydney

P Widders

23/08/93

Australian Society for Reproductive Biology Annual Conf

New Zeal:Uld

R Fry

29/08/93

Aust Fresh Fruit & Veg Combined Ind Conf . Aust United Fresh'

Perth

K Claytol1-Greenc

29/08/93

Aust Fresh Fruit & Veg Combined Ind COllf . Aust United Fresh'

Perth

W Morgan

05/09/93

XIVth Asian-Pacific Weed Sc. Soc/Xlh Council Aust Weed Sci.S

Queensland

A Chamhers

05/09/93

XIVth AshUl-Pacif1c Weed Se. Soc/Xth Council Aust Weed ScLS

Queensland

G Code

05/09/93

XIVlh Asian-Pacific Weed Se. Soc/Xlh Council Aust Weed Sci.S

Queensland

R Davidson

07/09/93

6th Barley Technical Symposium

Launeeslon

H Eagles

07/09/93

6th Barley Technical Symposium

Launceston

D Moody

07/09/93

6th Barley Technical Symposium

Launceslol1

M Nilsen
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Date

Conference/Course

VenuelExtemal
Provider

Atlcmlccs

07/09/93

6tJ1 Barley Technical Symposium

Launceston

J Pan017.0

07/09/93

Xth Australian Nitrogen Fixation Conference

Brisbane

J Carter

07/09/93

Xth Australian Nitrogen Fixation Conference

Brisbane

P Riflkin

07/09/93

Xth Australian Nitrogen Fixation Conference

Brisbane

J Slatlcry

12/09/93

IIIn.l Int Symposium on Phmt-Soil Interactions at Low pH

Queenshmd

D Convenlry

-

12/09/93

IIIrd Int Symposium on Plant-Soil Interactions at Low pH

Quecnsland

D Crawford

-

12/09/93

IIInl Int Symposium on Plant-Soil Interactions at Low pH

Queensland

J Maheswaren

12/09/93

IIInl 1nl Symposium on Plant-Soil Interactions at Low pH

Quccnslaml

A M Ridley

12/09/93

IIIrd 1nl Symposium on Plant-Soil Interactions at Low pH

Queensland

W Slaltcry

13/0W93

2nd National Add Soil Extcnsion W/Group Meeting

Brishane

C HoIlicr

14/09/93

Grain Legume Forum '93

Wagga Wagga

I Mock

Cost of
Course *

Purposc#

-
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Grain Legume Forum '93

Wagga Wagga

D Wa1sgott

16/09/93

Improved Potato Seed Handling Technology Workshop

Lenswood

K Blackmore

16/09/93

Improved Potato Seed Handling Technology Workshop

Lenswood

D De Boer

16/09/93

Improved Potato Seed H;uulling Technology Workshop

Lenswood

P Johnson

16/09/93

Improved Potato Seed Handling Technology Workshop

LCllswood

T Myers

19/09/93

Australasiilll Poslharvest Confercnce '93

Uni of Queensland

K Clayton-Grecne
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Department of Agriculture (cnntinued)
,I Date

I

Conference/Course

I

I

I

Venue/Extcmal
Provider

Aucndecs

N
IV

I

Cost of
Course·

I

Purposc#

I

I

Australasian Post harvest Conference '93

Uni of Queensland

J Faragher

19/09/93

Australasi<m Postharvest Conference '93

Uni of Queensland

B Tomkins

19/09/93

Australasian Postharvest Conference '93

Uni of Queensland

I Wilkinson

19/09/93

Seventh Australian Agronomy Conference

Adelaide

M Incerti

19/09/93

Seventh Australian Agronomy Conference

Adelaide

R Latla

19/09/93

Seventh Australian Agronomy Conference

Adelaide

S LolicatlJ

19/09/93

Seventh Australian Agronomy Conference

Adelaide

I Mock

19/09/93

Seventh Australian Agronomy Conference

Adelaide

D Small

19/09/93

Seventh Australian Agronomy Conference

Adelaide

B Walker
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19/09/93

Seventh Australian Agronomy Conference

Adelaide

G Ward

20/09/93

Low Cost Disease Predktor W/Shop Grape & Apple Diseases

South Australia

1 Barrass

o--i

20/09/93

Low Cost Disease Predictor W/Shop Grape & Apple Diseases

South Australia

V Bates

('1
~

20/09/93

Low Cost Disease Predictor W/Shop Grape & Apple Diseases

South Australia

B Washington

21/09/93

Second Canherra Bacillus Thuringiensis Meeting

Canberra

I Barrass

21/09/93

Second Canherra Bacillus Thuringiensis Meeting

Canberra

D Eagling

21/09/93

Second Canberra Bacillus Thuringiensis Meeting

Canherra

M Smith

21/09/93

Xllth International Plant Nutrition Colloquium

Perth

B Ashcroft
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Date

Conference/Course

Venue/Exlernal
Provider

Attendees

21/09/93

Xlllh International Plant Nutrition Culloquium

Perth

A Bolaml

21/09/93

Xllth International Plant Nutrition Culloquium

Perth

C Gourlcy

21/09/93

Xlllh International Plant Nutrition Colloquium

Perth

D Ugalde

22/09/93

6th Government Food Analyst Conference

Perth

C Rayner

22/09/93

6th Government Food Analyst Conference

Perth

G Rohcrts

26/09/93

13th International Epidemiological Meeting

Sydney

A Hope

26/09/93

XII Aust Symp Analytical Chem & Third Environmcntal ChclII C

Perth

D Alien

26/09/93

XII Aust Symp Analytical Chem & Third Environmental Chem C

Perth

D Baigent

26/09/93

XII Aust Symp Analytical Chem & Third Environmental Chem C

Pcrth

B Shelley

26/09/93

XII Aust Symp Analytical Chem & Third EnvirolUnentaJ Chem C

Perth

K Timms

26/09/93

XII Aust Symp Analytical Chem & Third Environmental Chem C

Perth

K Watkins

27/09/93

15Ul International Congress of Nutrition

Adelaide

D Auldist

27/09/93

15m International Congress of Nutrition

Adelaide

T Hung

27/09/93

4th International Symposium on Poisonous Plants

Perth

J Foot

27/09/93

Aust Society for Microblologists Annual Scientific Meet

Perth

M Adamsoll

27/09/93

Aust Society for Microbiologists Annual Scientific Meet

Perth

C Gibson

27/09/93

Aust Society for Microbiologists Annual Scientific Meet

Perth

R Monckton

Cost of
Course'"

Purpose#
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Date

Conference/Course

Venue/Extemal
Provider

Allendees

Cost of'Course·

27/09/93

Aust Society for Microbiologists Annual Scientific Meet

Penh

E Moses

-

27/09/93

Aust Society of Plant Physiologists Annual Conference

Penh

A Boland

27/09/93

Aust Society of Plant Physiologists Annual Conference

Penh

D Ugalde

28/09/93

Beef Improvement Assn Conf + Breedplan Expo

Arrnidale

J Graharn

28/09/93

Beef Improvement Assn Conf + Breedplan Expo

Arrnidale

M Halls

28/09/93

Beef Improvement Assn Conf + Breedplan Expo

Arrnidale

L Hygate

28/09/93

Deef Improvement Assn Conf + Breedplan Expo

Arrnidale

G Kroker

Purpose#

--

28/09/93

XXIXth Annual Meet Australian Society for Parasitology

Heron Island

M PaJmacio

28/09/93

XXIXth Annual Meet Australian Society for Parasitology

Heron Island

T Spithill

05/10/93

9th Australian Research Assembly on Brassicas (ARAB)

Wagga Wagga

G Castlcman

05/10/93

9th Australian Research Assemhly on Brassicas (ARAB)

Wagga Wagga

J lIyatt

05/10/93

9th Australian Research Assemhly on Brassicas (ARAB)

Wagga Wagga

B Rmnsay

05/10/93

International Workshop on Functional Foods

Canberra

CPan

08/10/93

ANZCCART 1993 Conference

Sydney

J Bamell

OH/lO/93

ANZCCART 1993 Conference

Sydney

P Jackson

10/10/93

Ninth Australian Poultry & Feed Convention

Gold Coast

J Bamel!

10/10/93

Ninth Australian Poultry & Feed Convention

Gold Coast

F Dunshea

10/10/93

Ninth Australian Poultry & Feed Convention

Gold Coast

J Sarantinos
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Date

Conference/Course

Venue!Extemal
Provider

Altendccs

11/10/93

Australian Meat Industry Research Conference

Surfers

H Channon

11/10/93

Australian Meat Industry Research Conference

Surfers

G Elderidge

11/10/93

Australian Meat Industry Research Conference

Surfcrs

R Seirer

11/10/93

Australian Meat Industry Research Conference

Surfers

L Slcphens

11/10/93

Australian Meat Industry Research Conference

Surfers

T Truscotl

11/10/93

CSIRO Soil Survey Specialists Workshop

Queensland

M Inhoff

11/10/93

CSIRO Soil Survey Specialists Workshop

Queensland

S Proctor

12/10/93

Australia-Pacific Extension Conference

Surfers

I Ada

Cost of
Course*

Purposc#

!
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I
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-
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-
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c:!

12110/93

Australia-Pacific Extension Conference

Surfers

K Blackmore

-

-

12/10/93

Australia-Pacific Extension Conference

Surfers

B Cunningham

-

12/10/93

Australia-Pacific Extension Conference

Surfers

J McKinlay

12/10/93

Australia-Pacific Extension Conference

Surfers

W Straw

-

12/10/93

Australia-Pacific Extension Conference

Surfers

C Wallis

-

15/10/93

SWCA PMP Conf Risk Management & Practical Prespectives

Adelaide

N Barr

15/10/93

SWCA PMP Conf Risk Management & Practical Prespectives

Adelaide

M Dale

15/10/93

SWCA PMP Conf Risk Management & Practical Prespectives

Adelaide

N Hall

-

-

15/10/93

SWCA PMP Conf Risk Management & Practical Prespeclives

Adelaide

T Meulendijks

-

-

15/10/93

SWCA PMP Conf Risk Management & Practical Prespectives

Adelaide

R Sully
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Department of Agriculture (continued)

IV
IV

Date

Con fe rence/Course/Pu !pOse

Venue/Extemal
Provider

Attcndees

15/10/93

Sheepwonns in the 1990's Workshop

Goolwa

T Arulthilakan

15/10/93

Sheepwomls in the 1990's Workshop

Goolwa

R Badm:Ul

15/10/93

Sheepwonns in the 1990's Workshop

Goolwa

N Barton

15/10/93

Sheepwonns in the 1990's Workshop

Goolwa

N Campbell

15/10/93

Sheepwonns in the 1990's Workshop

Goolwa

T Hollier

15/10/93

Sheepwonns in the 1990's Workshop

Goolwa

P Presidente

28/10/93

Australian Mushroom Growers Assn Annual Conference

Rydalmcre

G Johmlsen

2H/1 0/93

Australian Mushroom Growers Assn Annual Conference

Rydalmere

J Moran

07/11/93

Agricultural & Veterinary Chemicals Assn (A VCA) Ann Conf

Launccston

A Astin

07/11/93

Agricultural & Veterinary Chemicals AsslI (A VCA) Ann Conf

Launceston

E Jenkinson

07/11/93

Agricultural & Veterinary Chemicals Assn (A VCA) Ann Conf

1,aunccston

J Strange

16/11/93

Dairy Industry Quality Centre Seminar

Sydney

H Craven

18/11/93

National Reactive Phosphate Rock Workshop

LaunceslOn

J Cayley

18/11/93

National Rcactive Phosphate Rock Workshop

Launccstol1

A Cole

18/11/93

National Reactive Phosphate Rock Workshop

Launceston

B Ganlncr

18/11/93

National Reactivc Phosphate Rock Workshop

Launccston

L Hamilton

18/11/93

National Reactive Phosphate Rock Workshop

Launccston

G Hepworth

Cust of
Course·

Purposc#
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Date

Con fe rence/Course

Venue!Extemal
Provider

Allemlccs

18/11/93

National Reactive Phosphate Rock Workshop

Launceston

J Hunter

18/11/93

National Reactive Phosphate Rock Workshop

Launceston

J Stewart

18/11/93

National Reactive Phosphate Rock Workshop

Launceston

G Ward

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canberra

D Auldist

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canberra

J Bamelt

28/11/93 '

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canherra

R Chappel

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canherra

K Coates

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canberra

G Cronin

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canherra

F Dunshea

Cost of Course'"

Purposc#
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28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canberra

G Eldridge

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canberra

D Hasse

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canberra

D Hennessy

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canberra

R King

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canberra

H Knowles

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canberra

I McCauley

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canberra

E Moses

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canberra

R Parr
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Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canherra

C Rayner

-

-

>-1
c
Cl

0I\>

':<
N

N

29

z
oz
tI)

z

..

~

(')
(!1

Cl>

28/11/93

~..o

~

~

::T

~

~
S-

(t

III

~
N
N

~

~::T

~
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Date

Conference/Course

Venue/Exlemal
Provider

AUendees

Cost of
Course·

Purpose#

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canberra

M Spicer

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canberra

I Taylor

-

-

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canberra

D Treacy

-

-

28/11/93

Australasian Pig Science Association Conference

Canberra

P Widders
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A range of administrative units within the Department are responsible for budgeting and payment of individual allendees at particular conferences or
courses. Records are not held centrally and as time and resources required to search and collate the details being sought would be prohibitive. the
response by the Department of Agriculture is limited to the data maintained ahout attendance at major conferences and workshops. Usual costs
include conference or workshop registration. transport and the payment of accommodation and meals at prescribed rates.
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The Department of Agriculture employs technical experts and scientific specialists from a range of disciplines.
courses is part of the on-going training and professional development of these officers.

Attendances at conferences and
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

ASSEMBLY

592

Tuesday, 22 March 1994

LOCAL GOVERNMENT - EXPENDITURE ON CONFERENCES, SEMINARS,
WORKSHOPS AND TRAINING COURSES
(Question No. 199

Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Planning, for the Minister for Local Government:
In respect of expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each deparbnent,
agency or authority within his administration for the period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended indicating - (a) locality
and venue; (b) purpose; and (c) the name of each person attending?
2.
What was the cost of each event indicating - (a) accommodation; (b) entertainment; (c) meals and refreshments; (d)
travel; (e) car hire; (f) taxis and hire cars; and (g) other expenses?
3.
Whether the event was extemally organised; if so what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s) or
companies engaged and at what cost?

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The answer provided by the Minister for Local Government is:
Seminars, workshops and training courses are often conducted in the Office of Local Government. They include word
processing and information system training, skills development training, information seminars on policy or
management issues and planning sessions for middle and senior management or for specific work groups. The time
and resources to collate information on each of these activities is not available at this time. If the honourable member is
seeking information about the offices's approaches to the provision of certain types of training, I will be happy to
provide the information.
Detailed information on the cost of attendance at each event is not readily accessible. Where appropriate officers are
paid for accommodation and meal allowances in accordance with public service rates.

FINANCE - INTERSTATE TRAVEL
(Question No. 210)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Finance:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the Minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel, indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr I. W. SMITH (Minister for Finance) - The answer is:
The time and resources required to provide all the detailed information requested cannot be justified. The following
list, with details in the main obtained from my department's FMS computer system provides expenditure by branches
or divisions on interstate travel for accommodation, travel expenses and airfares.
The purpose of these trips by departmental officers are varied and include attendance at seminars and conferences and
meetings with officers of state and federal departments on matters relating to my portfolio responsibilities.

Division/Branch
Information Technology
Human Resources
Mobile Radio Network
Superannuation & Insurance Policy
Geographic Data Coordination
Vehicle Management
Comptroller-General
Survey &t Mapping Victoria

Cost ($)
11563.84
1405.32
3601.50
4274.37
5782.32
858.48
2379.16
11349.85
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Valuer-General
Asset Management
State Supply Service
Printing & Publishing Services
Commercial Services
Electronic Trading
Executive Coordination & Review
Telecommwlications Policy eSt Operations
Total

593

7255.10
1549.58
340.60
1828.34
2349.68
2150.00
553.54
2779.64
60 021.32

INDUSTRY SERVICES - INTERSTATE TRAVEL
(Question No. 212)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Industry Services:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
With whom did the Minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
3.
4.
What costs were associated with the travel, indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?
5.

Mr PESCOIT (Minister for Industry Services) - The answer is:
The time and resources required to provide the detailed information requested cannot be justified. My department has
provided the following information by way of reply:

Department of Industry Services
75 officers travelled interstate during the period 1 July 1993 and 31 December 1993 as follows:
Number of persons travelled
Destination
Canberra
Sydney
Brisbane
Adelaide
Perth

4

60
3

5
3

TIle total cost of these visits was $33 242.56 and the visits covered a range of official matters involving meetings with
officers of the commonwealth and state governments, conferences, seminars, training, business meetings, etc.
The other costs incurred with the travel was in accordance with the government expenditure guidelines for domestic
travel
The department has incurred no costs in-respect of travel by family members, associates or guests accompanying the
travellers on each trip.

AGRICULTURE - INTERSTATE TRAVEL
(Question No. 216)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Agriculture:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the Minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
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What costs were associated. with the travel, indicating - (a) airfates; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented.; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation. including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (t) other expenses?
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the travel1er(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Agriculture) - The answer is:
Details of interstate travel undertaken during the reporting period by officers of my department, and all agencies
responsible to me, are shown in this summary.
Note 1.
General responsibility for approval of interstate travel for individuals (other than to attend conferences) rests
with unit managers within the department Records which would enable the question to be answered are not
held centrally. As the time and resources required to search and collate the details being sought would be
prohibitive, a response in relation to the department has not been provided.
Note 2.
As the time and resources required to eearc:h and collate an of the details being sought would be prohibitive,
the response &om statutory authorities is generally limited to summary level information which is centrally
recorded and readily accessible.
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GRAIN ELEVATORS UOAR.,
()ATE

NAME

()ESTINATION

AIRFARE

19/10/92

Mr J Ford

Canben'a

$370.44

Woodchip Project

02/11/92

Mr R Lee

Hohal1

5423.36

Trip in conjunction with the OEB Poll land Woodchip Projcct

CIJ/12/92

Mr G Komen

Brisbane

5127.16

Woodchip Project

TOTAL COST

~

PURPOSE OF TRIP

14/02/93

Interview

Perth

$782.04 •

Employment Interview

25/02/93

Mr J Ford

Canherra

$331.24

Allend Agritech Meeting

10/03/93

Mr J ford

Canberra

$378.28

Allend Stored Orain Research Laboratory (SORL) Meeting

13/03/93

Mr M Connell

Perth

$1,056.44

Attend Chief Exec. Conference - BuUc. Handling Authorities

18/03/93

Mr G Byers

Canberra

5378.28

Attend SORL Meeting

15/04/93

Interview

Sydney

5468.44 •

Employment Interview

22/04/93

Mr M Kiernan

Adelaide

5441.00

Built Handling Authorities Meeting

22/04/93

Mr L Di Lorenzo

Adelaide

$441.00

BuUc. Handling Authorities Meeting

I I/O~/93

MrG Hunt

Perth

$1,056.44

Allend MIS Conference

21/06/93

Mr N Barker

Perth

$1,056.44

Allend Working Party Meeting - Groin Protection

29/06/93

Mr N Barker

Toowoomha

$441.00

Allend Grain Storage Seminar

21/07/93

Mr R Pankhurst

Sydney

$454.10

Observe Progress Lobstar (grain equipment) Units

22/07/93

Mr G KOIllCII

Hohart

$410.40

Woodchip Project

22/07/93

Mr R Linegar

Hobart

$410.00

Woodchip Project

03/08/93

Mr M Connell

Canberra

$366.70 #

Allend CSIRO Division Of Entomology Advisory Council Meeting

11108/93

Mr M Connell

Canberra

366.70

Attend CSIRO Division Of Entomology Advisory Council Meeting

17/08/93

Mr M Connell

Toowoomba

5855.00
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BuUc. Handling Authorities Meeting
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GRAIN

I~I.IW ATOMS

DOAIUJ ICllnllnuedl

DATE

NAME

DESTINATION

AIRFARE

17/08/93

Mr G Mann

Toowoomba

$855.00 .-

17/08/93

Mr N Harding

Sydney

$454.10

Meeling

17108/93

Mr R "an"hursl

Sydney

$454.10

Final Inspeclion of Groin OUlloading Equipmenl

TOTAL COST

PURPOSE OF TRIP
Bulk Handling AUlhorilies Meeling

I

20/08/93

Mr R Lee

Brishanc

$704.90

Rusiness Discussions with JK Pty LllI

10/{1}/93

Mr N Harding

Wal!:ga Wagga

$274.40

AllcOlI Grain Legumes Forum

12/10/93

Mr J Ford

Canhena

$366.70

Allend SGRL Meeling

27/10/93

Mr M ClInncll

Canhcna

$416.50 11

Allend CSIRO Division Of Entomolugy Advisory COllncil Meeting

Trips (or 14/02/93 Dnd 15ft)4J')J were in
confidenliality reasons.

conjlln~'ion

with unsuccessful applican's for pusilinn of Technical Se/Viccs Manager.

Names have been wilhhelt) for

Airfares for these trips were reimbursed hy Ihe CSIRO. Division of Entomology.
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>
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~

o

Cl)
Cl)

~

As the time and .esllun:es to search ami cu/lale all details of Ihe cosl of 'rips would be prohibilive. only dl!llIils relaling 'u Ihe cosl of air fares have been supplied. Slandard
personal and travelling expenses applOved by the Boa.d and consislent wilh Ihose applicable in the Pullli\: SI!\:tor applied to all interslate Irips.
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The only I. ip where an IIfri~cr was ncclIIlIp;lOicd was on Ihe 13/03/93 by Mr M Cllnnell (by invitation) 10 <llleOlI a meeling of Chief Execulives of Bulk Grain Handling
Authorities in Perth. M. Connell was accompanied hy h.s wife on ,hal occasion. hnweyer all Mrs Cunnell's travelllllt! living expenses were mel privalely by Mr Connell.
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DRIED ..'RUITS BOARD

i

DATE

NAME

l>ESTINATION

October 1993

Mr M I'ullcn

October 1993

Mr G luca.

November 1993

TOTAL COST

PURPOSE OF TRIP

Adelaide

$"1.00

Audit

Adelaide

SIS1.00

Audit

Mr M Pullen

Melbowne

$198.00

Nltional Food Authorily Seminlr

November 1993

Mr M Pullen

Adelaide

SI63.00

Meetinl with SA Dried Fruits Board

November 1993

Mr 0 Robel1son

Adelaide

S29S.00

Meetin, with SA Dried Fruit. Board

As lime and resources

On no O«I.ion

10 sc:ar~h and

Will l1li

AIRFARE

provide de'ails of each Irip woukl be prohibi'ive. only 'otal cost and summary advice on 'he purpose of 'he Irip is provided.

orricer IIccompllfth:d by family members. Issoc:ille. or cuest•.
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MAItKEl' ,\UTIIORI'I'V
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DATE

NAME

DESTINATION

TOTAL COST

PURPOSE OF TRIP

14-17/93

Mr M Kinsc/la

Newcas,'e

543.34

AUF Conference

14-17/93

Ms M Kuche.hon

Newuslle

543.34

AUF Confercnce

14-17/93

Mr I' Bllhen

Newt.:as"e

16/10/93

Mr P Blthen

Sydney

AIRFARE

543.34
213.()()

AUF Conference
Met!ling 11' Sydney Marke.

16/10/93

Ms M Kut.:herhan

Syllney

213.00

Meeting a. Sydney Marke.

7/10/93

Mr R CllIlmnre

Sydney

390.00

Meeting at Sydney Marke.

14-17/1'»/93

Mr J Petroro

Nc:wt.:aslle

452.50

o

AUF Conference

14-17/(~/93

Mr M I'illurtl

Newt.:as.le

452.50

AUF Conference

14-17/1'»/93

Mr I' Rahen

Newcas.le

452.50

AUF Conference

14-17/00/93

Mr G HUlnphrcys

Ncwcas.le

452.50

AUF Conference

21/10/93

Ms M Kut.:hc:rhan

Canhcna

251.00

Tourism Awards

10/03/93

Mr M Pi'ard

Sydney

562.00

21/03/93

Mr R lenllrd

Sydnc:y

468.00

23/06/93

Ms M Kuchcrhan

Sydney

403.00

~

~
~

Mee.ing a. Marke.

1.045.00

!
o

z
z

§
n

Meeting at Sydney Market

fI:I

I

Meeting at Sydney Market

23106/93

Mr I' B:lhen

Sydney

403.00

Meeting al Sydney Market

4/07/93

Mr R CUlhnore

Brishone

701.00

Meeting at Sydney/Brisbane

4/07/93

Mr R lenanl

Brisbane

701.00

Meeting al Sydney/Brishane

27/03/93
5/07/93
5/07/93

.

Ms M Kucherhlln

SYllney

234.00

Meeting al Sydney

Mr R CUlllllllre

Syll/ley/Rrisbane

550.00

Mee.ing a. S/8risbllne Marke.

Mr R Lenin"

Sydney/Rrishane

674.00

Meeting at S/Brisbllne Market

, ........., Q...... Nudlt le.. ,............ , ....... ,,. Ap . . . . ....,..' . . . . . .

s

!

I
~

f

er

i

J
~

MEtnouRNE MARKET AUTIIORITV (conllnued)

I

DATE

NAME

DESTINATION

23/U6/93

Mr I' Bllhen

23106/93

Ms M Kucherhan

~

~

TOTAL COST

PURPOSE OF TRIP

::r

Sydney

184.00

Meeling

Sydney

184.00

Meeling al M.rkel

~

AIRFARE

01

Morkel

1/08/93

Mr R Cud more

Perlh

814.00

1.251.00

Meeling al Perlh Markcl

1/08/93

Mr R Le",,,,1

Perlh

814.00

1.911.00

Meeling

29/8 In 4/1JJ/93

Mr M I'ilurd

I'erlh

129.86

641.86

AUF Conference

29/8 In 4/09/93

Mr R Aptetl

I'erlh

729.86

641.86

AUF Conference

29/8 In 4/09/93

Mr C Culller

'\:rlh

129.86

641.86

AUF Conference

29/8

4/09/93

Mr P Bahen

Perlh

129.86

641.86

AUF Conference

Peflh

129.86

641.86

AUF Conference

I'erlh

129.86

641.86

AUF Conference

.1

renh Market

I

I

10

I

I

29/8

10

4/09/93

Mr 0 Pelrorn

29/8

10

4/09/93

Mr 0 Humphrt:ys

29/8

10

4/09/93

Ms M Kuchcrhan

Perlh

129.86

641.86

AUF Conference

~

~
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As time and rllsources In search and provide details of each trip would be prohibilive. only airf.re. lolal cost aoo summary advice on Ihe purpose of the trip is provided.

§

No family members. unofficial guesls or .ssociales were invulved wilh Ihe Iravel.
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MURRAY VALLEY CITRUS MARKETING BOARD

i

I

TOTAL COSTIf

DATE

NAME

3/10 10 1;1/11/92

Mr J Branirf

$19,501.00

3/10 10 11/11/92

Mr D McNamara

$8,407.00

3/1010 11/11/92

Olher Slaff

$210.00

DESTINATION·

AIRFARE

PURPOSE OF TRIP

The Murray Valley CilJUs Markeling Board office is silualed in Mildura al the nexus of Ihree Slales and a large proportion of !ravel undertaken on Board aClivities is
inlerslale. Approximately one Ihird of all travel is 10 each Slalc, i.e., one Ihird Vicloria, one Ihird South Australia and one Ihird New South Wales.
"

Based on the IIJ11lroll.imalely equnl division of travel between Victoria, South Australia and Ncw South Wales, the cost for inlerstate travel is based on two· thirds of
lotal travelcoslS.

As lime and resources 10 seorch and provide details of each trip would be prohibitive, only total cosl during the reporling period based on the approximotely equal division of
costs between Victorio. South Australia ond New South Wlllcs is provided.

~

VJ

~

=
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AI no time were family members, unofficiol guests or associales involved with the trovel.
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TOBACCO LEAF MARKETING "OARIJ

~

UATE

NAME

UESTINATION

3/1010 11/11/93

C Ansley

Sydney, Brishane, Murecbn

Tobaccu Growers Council nnd Australian Tobacco Marketing Advisory CUll1millce,
Prelimanry Industry Commission and Industry task force meetings

3/1010 11/11/93

J Moorc

Sydney, Brishane, Mareeha

Tobacco Growers Council IInd Australinn Tobacco Marketing Advisory Cummillec,
Prelimanry Industry Commission and Industry t8sk force meetings

3/1010 11/11/93

A Rigoni

Sydney, Brishane, Mareeba

Tobacco Growers Council and Australian Tobacco Marketing Advisory Commillee.
I'relimanry Industry Commission and Industry task force meetings

3/10 to 11/11/93

C

Sydney, BrislJ.1ne, Mureeha

Tobacco Growers Council and Australian Tobacco Marketing Advisory Commillee.
Prelimanry Industry Commission and Industry task force meetings

3/10 to 11/11/93

J Muraca

Sydney, Brishane, Mareeba

Tobacco Growers Council and Australinn Tobacco Marketing Advisory CUlIlmillee,
Prelimanry Industry Commission and Industry task force meetings

Ma~tcrtlln

Tul,,1 coSI of 3irr3r~s fO( aU oHicers

IlIIII

AIRFARE·

airCar~.

(h)
(c)

car r,'n1al
$M.t
laxis
IC\:ommodalion
Albury Manor lIouse
Sydney Airport Jlihon
Mnyfair Cr~sl Urisbane
lIunll~y Ih~d I'arramalla
1I00d Capilli Sydncy

fill

enlel1Ainm~nl

(Cl

OIher

As lime and

r~porting

i

~
en

~
0:1

pt:riod was $3.t,nS consisling of:

~

$832
",'.IlS

~riod

.. Hicers and Roard members mel wilh members of Ihe Tobacco Growers Council, Auslralian Tobacco Mariteling Advisory Commillee And InduS!ry Commission members.

searm and provide Curther delails 0( each lrip would be pruhihilive. only lolal

COIlS

are provided (or Ihe reponing period.

family memhers. unoCflclal sueslS or Inocialcs were nol involved wilh Ihe Iravel.
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$41'.1
$IIH (indudes pelrol, Idcphone, breaUasrs)

~x~n'~5

r(sour"~. 10

~::r

>
en

$26,.t11

(c)

During Ihe reponing

PURPOSE OF TRIP

Roanl mcm"as during lhe rcporting pt:riod was $26,.41 I.

Tolal coS! asst ...·i3l~d wilh lrips during Ihe
(a)

TOTAL
COSTII

8

~

~

AUSTRAI.rAN DARtEV BOAR!)
TOTAL COST

PURPOSE OF TRIp·

$450.00

$450.00

Board's head office for discussions on ADD Business

$450.00

S542.95

Board's head office for discussions on ABB Business

DATE

NAME

DESTINATION

AIRFARE

19104/93

McN.if

Adelnide

20/05/93

MeNair

Adelaide

28/05/93

MeN.if

Adelnide

$450.00

$4S0.00

Board', head ortice for discussion, on ABH Business

28/05/93

Sidley

Adeluide

$450.00

$450.00

Board's head ortice for discussions on A8B Business

27/06/93

McNair

Adelaide

$450.00

$880.00

Board's head ortice for discussions on ABB Business

I

I:)

I

27/06/93

Sidley

Addaitle

$450.00

S880.nO

Board's head office for discussions on ABB 8usiness

04/011/93

l>ickmlln

Adclllilil!

$4S0.00

$45()(1O

ROllrd's head office for discussions on ADR Business

04/08/93

Ceraui

Adelnide

$4S0.00

$450.00

Roard's head office for discussions on ABB Business

The Australian Durley Doard (ADD) is a joint statutory authority with South Australia. The Head Office of the ABB is in Adelaide and trips relate to travel hy staff
situated in Victllria to the Allelaille headquarters.

i~
~

No family memhers. unllfliciul guests or IIssm;iutes were involved with the .ravel.
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Vll.'TORIAN DAIRY INUUSTRV AUTHORITY
-

---

DATE

--

--

NAME

DESTINATION

AIRFARE

TOTAL COST

3/1010 11/11/93

Board Memhcrs and Managemcnl

$30,220

3/10 10 11/11/93

Adminislrllion Slaff

$1,407

3/10 10 11/11/93

Markeling Slaff

$19,204

3/10 to 11/11/93

Quality Assurance Start

$8,633

PURPOSE OF TRIP

As the lime and res(Jur~cs to search Ind collate: III delails or trips would be prohibilivc, only summary lotal cust infonnalion is provided fur each of the four m"in categories of
officers: Buard Members ami Management; Administration slaff; Markeling sllff anti Quality assurance slaff.
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~

No fllJllily members, unnfficial guests or associates were involved wilh the Iravel.
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VICTORIAN MEAT AUTHORITY
AlRFARE

1UfALCOS~

PURPOSE OF TRIP

DATE

NAME

DESTINATION

26.28/11/93

1 W.tson

W.... WAI'.

N/A

AUs1ra1i1ll Meal .nd LivcsloCk Council AOM

26·28111/93

R CrolSin,

W.... W....

N/A

AUslralian Meal and LivcskX:k Council AOM

•

~

of:
Total coli auoci.1cd wilh the lrips durin, !he reportina period w. SI.330 COfIstslina

alleruinme nl

SSBO
Nil

Meal.
Travul
Transport

$200
$480
$70

eccomrnodalion
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~
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ssocilles or ButslS.
On no oa:asion wu an oflicer aa:omrani ed by family members••
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT - INTERSTATE TRAVEL
(Question No. 218)

Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Public Transport:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the Minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel, indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (t) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - The answer is:
In respect of the Department of Transport, which administers both the public transport and roads and ports portfolios,
the total invoiced expenditure on interstate travel during the period from October 1992 was $31663. However, the
detailed information is not retained in the form sought by the honourable member. To identify and extract the details
would require considerable time and resources which could not be justified.
The Public Transport Corporation can provide information in respect of expenditure on interstate travel as sought in
the honourable member's question. However, while the total expenditure was $71 355, it would not be practicable to
provide the detailed information for publication in this answer. Accordingly, I have provided direct to the honourable
member a table which includes most of the relevant information.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT - INTERSTATE TRAVEL
(Question No. 231)

Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Planning, for the Minister for Local Government:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the Minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel, indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (t) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The answer provided by the Minister for Local Government is:
Interstate travel has consisted of attendance by the Minister, one ministerial officer and the Director, Office of Local
Government to Launceston for the Local Government Ministers' Conference, and by the chairperson and members of
the Victoria Grants Commission at their annual conferences. Other interstate travel has been very limited. However the
time and resources needed to collate the required information about each case is not available at this time. If the
honourable member is seeking information about a specific interstate trip, I will be happy to provide the information.
Officers made travel arrangements and received accommodation and meal allowances in accordance with public
service guidelines and rates.

FINANCE - OVERSEAS TRAVEL
(Question No. 242)

Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Finance:
In respect of expenditure on overseas travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
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What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
With whom did the Minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
What costs were associated with the travel indicating: (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr I. W. SMITH (Minister for Finance) - The answer is:
Mc J. A. D' Arey, Valuer-General, travelled to Singapore to attend and deliver a paper at the Triennial Conference of
Commonwealth Heads of Valuation Departments.
The conference was held from 6 September 1993 to 10 September 1993 inclusive. The cost of the trip was $2989, made
up of $933 for the airfare and $2053 for accommodation and expenses.

AGRICULTURE - OVERSEAS TRAVEL
(Question No. 248)

Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Agriculture:
In respect of expenditure on overseas travel by each department, ageney or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the Minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel indicating: (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Agriculture) - The answer is:
Details of travel undertaken during the time period by officers of my deparnnent, and all agencies responsible to me,
are shown in this summary:
Note 1.
The majority of overseas trips have been funded from outside state government organisations, in which case
actual ticketing and payments of fares does not involve the department.
Note 2.
The amounts paid for expenses and allowances are the actual cost of accommodation and the prescribed
daily rate of reimbursement for personal expenses.
Note 3.
Completed expense claims are not held centrally, and to provide further information as to the names of
establishments stayed at, and the type of cars hired or rented, is too time consuming and costly, and is not
warranted.
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OVERSEAS VISITS 1992/93
(FROM 3 OCTOBER 1992)

OFFICER

COUNTRIES

FUNDING

PURPOSE

M Adamson

Indonesia

ACIARlCrawforo Fund

ACIAR project "The establishment of improved methods for the diagnosis
and control of livestock diseases in South-East Asia using the enzyme
linked immunoabsorbem assay (ELlSA)".

R Ashbumer

Papua-New Guinea

ACIAR

ACIAR coconut improvement projecl.

R Ashbumer

Solomon Islands,
Vanuatu

ACIAR

ACIAR coconut improvement project.

R Cadman

Argentina, Chile

$9.382

Join a HROe executive tour of Chile's horticultural industries.

R Condron

Fmnce, Belgium,
Gennany, The
Netherlands. UK, USA
Canada

DITAC

Undertake a detailed assessment of regulatory approaches to genetic
manipulation.

o Coventry

Odna

GRDC

Attend the Third International Safflower Conference.

H Craven

USA

DRDC

Investigate extending the maximum shelf-life of pasteurised milk through
ultra hear treatment.

G Cronin

The Netherlands, UK

PRDC

Attend Zodiac Symposium and Satellite conferences on animal welfare;
attend 54th Easter School in Agricultural Science.

L Cummins*

Canada

Personal

AUend the Wnrld Conference on Animal Production.

P de Silva·

Belgium

$1.300

Altend International Hygiene Association conference.
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OFFICER

COUNTRIES

FUNDING

PURPOSE

F DUflshcu'"

USA

Comell University;
RIRF

Allend Comel/ Universily Nutririon Conference; undeJ1a.kc cxperimcntal
work at Comell with a "iew (0 establish illlcmational collaboration.

P Ellis

JaplUl

DPIE

Supervise the re-imponiltion of thoroughbred horses to Victoria after
racing in rhe Jap:Ul Cup.

I Goodwin

China

ACIAR

ACIAR joint irrigation research project.

M Hkkey.

USA

$1.235

Discussions at University of Vennont and Cornel\ University un research
collaboration. sahhatje .. , visits 10 Australia. and resourcc man'Igemcnt.

R Jol1l1son

Indonesia

ACIAR/Crawford Fund

ACIAR ELlSA project.

K Lamer

Cambmlia

AQIS

Advise the Australian Army on qUllrantine issues for the return of amlY
equipment to Australia.
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R Lalla·

USA

GRDC

Oversee the estahlishmcnt of a joint ,Ullll/al medic devclopment progriUlI.

P Madgwick

USA

DRDC

PHD at University of Wisconsin.

M Panaccio

USA

Ciba-Gcigy

Liver nuke research pro,ject.

J PanoZlo

JaplUl. South Korea

AWB

Join an AWB marketing mission for whciII for the white salted noodle
industry.

R Parr

USA

PRDC

Discuss methods of studying liver function in the pig; attend an
international conference Oil the pig embryo.

I~

J Parsons

USA. UK. Indonesia

Ciba-Geigy

Liver nuke research pro.iect.
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OFFICER

C()UNTRIRS

FUNDING

PURPOSE

B PilUcn

Indonesia

ACIARlCrnwford Fund

ACfAR ELlSA project.

R Pilman*

UK

S280

Study of field services provided by lhe Brilish Agricullural Development
and Advisory Service.

J Sexton

Indonesia

ACIAR

ACIAR liver fluke rescarc:h project.

J Sexton

USA

Ciba-Geigy

Attend international conference on glulalhione S-lransferases.

T Spencer

Thailand, Indonesia

ACIAR/Crawforu Fund

ACfAR ELlSA project.

T Spilhill

Indonesia

ACIAR

ACIAR Jjver fluke project

!
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T Spilhill

Indonesia, Thailand

ACIAR

ACIAR liver fluke projecl.

R Sward

Thailand. Indonesia,
The Philippines

ACIAR

Attend "AUiums for Ihe Tropics" symposium; assess prospeclive
collaborative research project.

R van Heeswijck·

Japan

Japanese Ministry of
Agriculture, Foreslry
and Fisheries; imJustry.

International workshop.

P Visschcr*

USA

DRDC

Attend Ihe 88th Americall Dairy Science Association Annual Meeting.

o Walsgolt

The Netherlands,
France. Turkey, USA.
Japan

GRDC, RIRDC

Grain legume marketing initiative; attend International Pulse Trade and
Industry Confederation.
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OFFICER

COUNTRIF..s

FUNDING

PURPOSE

OWeSI

USA

United Nations
Developmenl Program;

Salinily study.

$1253

P Wijrrels

Indunesla

I

r

I

ACIAR liver nute projecl.

ACIAR

i

denotes ...umJ1lIon or duty.
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ACIAR
AQIS
AWB
OITAC
OPIE
DRDC
GRDC
HROC
PRDC
RIRDC
RIRF

.!!Y!!

Australian Centre for International Agricullural Research
Australian Quarantine Inspcclion Service
Ausrralian Wheat Board
Department of Industry Tectmology and Commerce
Departmenl of Primary Industries and Energy
Dairy Research and Developmenl Corporation
Oralns Research and Devclopncol Corporation
Honlcultural Research and Development Corpor.lIion
Pig Researeh and [)cvelopment Corporation
Rural Industry Research and Development Corporal ion
Rural Induslry Research Fund
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OFFICER

COUNTRIES

FUNDING

PURPOSE
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STATUTORY AND OTHER AGENCIES

VlcroRIAN DAIRY INDUSTRY AUTHORITY
OFFICER

COUNTRIES

"'UNDING

PURPOSE

G Oilligan

Olina

VOlA

At the request of the Tianjin Agriculture. Industry and Commerce General
Corporation to undertake I preliminary marketJng survey for the
inlroductJon of navoured milks into China.

Finland. Sweden.
Gcnnany. Belgium.
UK.USA

VDIA

To obtain an understanding of the systems and technologies utilised by
overseas dairy organisatJons in milk supply. bulk transport and logistics;
to discuss with EC statisticians their aflProach to fann level data base
design and data collection

R

Wllllams

~

tJ:J

~

DARATECH PTY LTD
B Young

USA

ISDTF

Meeting of the International Spray Drift Task Force (ISDTF) which is
preparing data on containment of the environment by pesticides.

B Young

USA

ISDTF

ISDTF mcctlng

o Liehtl

USA

Daratech

Technical discussions of controlled release projects with major
International clients.
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COUNTlURS

FUNDING

I'URI'OSE

GRAIN ELEVATORS BOARD
M Conncll

Iran

Australian Wheat
Board

J Ford

China

Australian Wheat
Board

Review contracts for the supply by the GEB of mobile grain handling
equipmenr 10 Ihe Iranian Slale Grain Organisation~ attend the International
Seminar on Silos and Slorage Installations.
Panicipatc in omdal delegation 10 study gmin bureaux and assess market
potential and pricing of mWlUfaclUred equipment.

MELBOURNE WHOLESALE FRUIT AND VEGETABLE MARKET TRUST

)

Ia
~
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P Bahen and
M Kuchcrhan

Indonesia

MWFVMT

Organise a fruit. vegetllble and cut {lower display as pan of Australia's
national exhibit at the Food and Hotel 1993 Fair in Jakarta.

!

OVERSRAS VISITS 1993/94
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J Alien

Indonesia

ACIAR

ACIAR project "The Diagnosis and Control of lIi1clllormagic Septicaemia
(HS) in Indonesia".

R Ashhumer

Fiji. Mcxico

ACIAR

ACIAR coconut improvemcnt project

R Ashbumer

Papua·Ncw Guinea

ACIAR

ACIAR coconul improvement project
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OFFICER

COUNTRIES

FUNDING

PURPOSE

W As~croft

USA, Italy

APTRC

Undertake extensive study of US and Italian processing tomato industries.

K Beard

Denmark. Sweden.
The Netherlands

ADHIS

Attend the annual meetings of 1he International Bull Evaluation Service,
and the International Committee for Animal Recording.

M Billinghurst

Northern Ireland

PRDC

Study specialist culture techniques for isolating leptospiral bacteria.

J Brouwer

USA, Canada

GRDC

Assess advanced biotechnology to accelerate the introduction of more
diverse and market-oriented gmin legume products in Victorian
agriculture.

A Cameron

Canada

AQIS

Supervise pre-embarkation quarantine procedures for livestock being
imported into Australia.

K Coales

Canadu. Belgium. UK.
The Netherlands

PRDC

Undertake extensive study of overseas research developments into pork
meat spoilage.

F Dunshea·

USA

PRDC

Conduct collaborative pig experiments al the 8aylor Medical Cenlre in
Houston, Texas.

G Eldridge·

Cunada

Personal

Allend Ihe Inlernalional Congress of Meal Science and Technology in
Calgary.

P Ellis

UK, Middle East,
Hong Kong

AQIS

Supervise pre-embarkalion quaranline procedures for a consignment of
horses being imported into Australia.

R Gowans·

India

$250

Visit Assisi Fann in Tamil Nadu to participate in agricultural projects
focussing on w()men's issues.
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OFFICER

COUNTRIES

FUNDING

P Hemsworth

USA, Cunada,
The Nethertands

PRDC, DRDC,
CMRDC, Daniel
McAlplne Scholarship

Participate in collaborative resean:h program at the University of
California; visit associate scientists in North America and TIle
Nethertands.

A Heupcnnan·

TIle Nethertands, USA

Industry

AlIend lIle International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage; visit
Serial Biological Concelllrallon experimental sltcs.

P Jerie

USA

HRDC

Attend die 61h Internatiunal Symposium on Pear Growing al MedfonJ,
Oregon.

P Jerie

Oalna

ACIAR

ACIAR joint irrigatlun resean:h pR.jeCt.

K Lamer

Cambodia

AQIS

Advise the Australian Anny on quanUltine issues for dlC relurn of army
equipment 10 Australia.

K McConnick

USA

I

GRDC

Undertake extensive grains research lrulnlng at dlC Department of Cereal
Science and Food Technology at North Dakota State University.

H Mlllar

Oaile

AQIS

Supervise pre-embal1cation quarantine procedures and accompany a
consignment of alpacas being Imported Into Australia.

J Morgan·

Argentina

Personal

Discussions with sciemists al dairy .1d beef resean:h establishmenls.

I Morgan

Indonesia

ACIAR

ACIAR HS project.

I Morgan

Indonesia

ACIAR

ACIAR HS project.
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USA

HROC. VFF. induslry

Observe and discuss co-opemlive research lrials looking at resislancc of
sunflowers 10 scleroflnla Slem rol.
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OFFICER

COUNTRIES

FUNDING

PURPOSE

P Ridland

Olina

RIRDC

AlIcnd inlernational forum on "in vitro rearing lechniques for egg
paraslloids of Insecl peSIS".

M Rogers.

Vietnam

$154

Discussions with sclentlsts at the Vielllnm Agricullural Science Inslilute in
Hanoi.

P Smooker

Indonesia

ACIAR

ACJAR liver fluke project.

T Spithitl

Indonesia

ACIAR

ACIAR liver nuke project.

R Slephens

Hungary

RIRDC. ORDC. DPIE

Auend International Fann Mannsemem Consress.

D Tomlinson

Papua New-Ouinea

ACIAR

ACIAR coconut improvement project.

T Ugalde

UK

OrrAC

Ongoing collaborative resellrch on biochemical regulation of protein
deposition in wheat,-

S Vahw()

Indonesia

ACIAR

ACIAR liver nute project.

R van lIeeswijck·

Denmark

EMBO

Participate in Jaboralory course on "Production of Heterologous Proteins
in Yeas. and Filarnentous FURS.".

DWesl

P... kisIWl

ACIAR

ACIAR pn)ject "forage shruh production fur saline and/or sodic soils in
PakJslan".
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OFFICER

COUNTRIES

FUNDING

PURPOSE

D Williams

USA

Cropwatch. Daratech

Attend the Global Pest Resistance Management Training Summer Institute
at Michigan State University.

• denotes resumption of duty.

LEGEND

J
2
3
4
5
6

1
8

9
10

JI

12
J3
14

ACIAR
ADHIS
APTRC
AQIS
CMRDC
DlTAC
DPIE
DRDC
EMBO
GRDC
HR DC
PRDC
RIRDC
VFF

means

Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research
Australian Dairy Herd Improvement Scheme
Australian Processing Tomato Research Council
Australian Quarantine Inspection Service
Chicken Meat Research and Development Corporation
Department of Industry. Teclmology and Commerce
Department of Primary Industries and Energy
Dairy Research and Development Corporation
European Molecular Biology Organisation
Grains Research and Development Corporation
Horticultural Research and Development Corporation
Pig Research and Development Corporation
Rural Industry Research and Development Corporation
Victorian Fanners Federation
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STATUTORY AND OTHER AGENCIES

VICTORIAN DAIRY INDUSTRY AUTHORITY

R Welton

USA

VOlA

Leader of Auslrallan delegaliol) 10 the 'ntemationa) Dairy Federation
Sessions.

M Davis

China

VOlA

Direct production trials of Big M flavoured milk in Tianjin Province.

o
>

VJ
VJ

DARATECH PTY LTD

A Milner

USA

Syndicated Research
and Development

program
B Young

1.\1 ~\

USA

ISDTF

~
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Attend the International Conference Oil Controlled Release Technologies
in Washington; visit multinational phannaceutical companies 10 rOSier
research collaborations and contract research programs.
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Meeting of tJle International Spray Drift Task Force (lSDTF), which is
preparing data on containment of the environment hy pesticides.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT - OVERSEAS TRAVEL
(Question No. 263)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Planning, for the Minister for Local Government:
In respect of expenditure on overseas travel by each department. agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the Minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel indicating: (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The answer provided by the Minister for Local Government
is:
Neither I nor any staff of agencies under my administration as Minister for Local Government have traveUed overseas
at public expense since 3 October 1992.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT - SERVICES IN NORTHERN SUBURBS
(Question No. 287)
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) asked the Minister for Public Transport
Whether he will provide details of the six constituent requests to which he referred in his response on the adjournment
debate to a matter raised by the member for Yan Yean on Thursday, 11 March 1993.

Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - The answer is:
I spec:ifica1ly recall the subject matters of the issues raised with me during the opening of the electorate office of my
colleague, Mr Bemie Finn, member for Tullamari.ne. Until that time, I had not received representations on the issues
from the honourable member for Yan Yean.
Following the ceremony, I took the issues up with the Department of Transport and the Public Transport Corporation
and, for the information of the honourable member and his colleague the honourable member for Yan Yean, I am
pleased to provide the following updated information:
Electorate of Tullamarine:
1.
Extension of Nightrider to Sunbury:
A Nightrider service was introduced, utilising the existing services provided by the Sunbury based operator
to provide two trips in either direction between Sunbury and Melbourne. The service has proven to be

most successful, carrying an average of 15 passengers every night
Use of Sprinters to Sunbury:
It is intended to introduce a Sprinter rail service on the Bendigo line. The service is planned to be operative
within the next two months.
3.
Sunbury-Moonee Ponds Bus Service:
Concern was expressed about the morning bus service between Sunbury and Moonee Ponds. I was able to
confirm that the service, departing Sunbury at 10.45 a.m. and returning from Moonee Ponds at 11.30
a.m., will continue.
Electorate of Yan Yean:
4.
Closure of Upfield railway line:
1be government deferred a decision on the line until a consultative process on the environment effects
statement for the proposed Western Bypass is finalised.
5.
Standees on school buses from Craigiebum:
I can recall that this issue arose from the fact that while students were travelling on the school buses (which
under the guidelines of the Department of School Education (DSE) do not allow for students to stand
for journeys of over 10 km), there were students travelling on the normal Met services which allow for
standing passengers.
2.
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While the PTC had been monitoring the position. the issue had been exacerbated by interference by those
wishing to pursue their own political agenda.
Despite these difficulties, the PTC continued to examine the matter and met with delegations of concemed
parents, schools and bus services. As a result, the PTC has been able to redistribute the loadings,
creating a number of additional seats. I understand that while the problem has been gready reduced,
the PTC are continuing to monitor the situation in the area.
6.
Extension of Bus Route 541 to Roxburgh Park:
On receiving direct representations concerning this issue at the office of the honourable member for
Tullamarine, I asIcecl the PTC to examine the possibilities to assist the local community. I am pleased to
inform the honourable member that the bus service on route 541 will be extended to Roxburgh Park.
I am conc:emed to ensure that all VICtorians have access to an efficient public transport service which meets their
changing needs. To reiterate the phrase I originated in introducing the govemmenrs transport reforms, we will
transform public transport 'from a system to a service'. Accordingly, as the honourable member for Pascoe Vale and. the
honourable member for Yan Yean will note, I will take up issues of local importance in any electorate.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
PLANNING - LEGAL REPRESENTATION AND EXPENSES INCURRED
(Question No. 149)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Planning:
In respect of legal expenses incurred by each deparbnent, agency or authority within his administration for the period 3
October 1992 to date:
1.
What were the cases in which these legal expenses were incurred?
2.
What expenses were incurred in each case?
3.
What was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case?
What was the outcome of each case?
4.
What the names are of legal counsel engaged in each case?
5.
6.
What was the name of the city and court in which each case was heard?

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The answer is:
The Deparbnent of Planning and Development and statutory authorities regularly need to incur legal costs. The

Department of Planning and Development includes organisational units responsible for the provision of legal services.
From time to time it is necessary to seek advice from external legal advisers for matters such as:
Administrative Appeals Tribunal cases;
commercial-contract disputes;
conveyancing;
contract preparation; and
general legal advice, including from the Victorian Government Solicitor.
The time and resources to collate information about each case is not available at this time. U the honourable member
seeks specific information, I will be happy to provide it.

ROADS AND PORTS - LEGAL REPRESENTATION AND EXPENSES INCURRED
(Question No. 161)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Public Transport, for the Minister for Roads and Ports:
In respect of legal expenses incurred by each deparbnent, agency or authority within his administration for the period 3
October 1992 to date:
1.
What were the cases in which these legal expenses were incurred?
2.
What expenses were incurred in each case?
3.
What was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case?
4.
What was the outcome of each case?
5.
What the names are of legal counsel engaged in each case?
What was the name of the city and. court in which each case was heard?
6.

Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - The answer provided by the Minister for Roads and Ports is:
In respect of the use of non-public sector legal services in court cases is:
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Port of Portland Authority:
(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

Port of Portland v
Portland Smelter P/L

$68,513.40

Arbitration

Award to Portland
Smelter Services

Mr.N.Muckhtan

Melbourne

Aley v Port of
Portland

$817.89

County
Court

Unheard

-

-

Kennett v Port of
Portland

$800.00

Magistrates
Court

Case Dismissed

Mr. R. Morrow

Portland

BSC(Aust) P/L

$230.00

Surrender
of Lease

-

-

Port of Portland v
Portland Ocean
Farming P/L

$2,178.90

Supreme
Court

Orders obtained
for possession of
land

Dr.C. Croft

Melbourne

Carey v Port of
Portland

$5,459.60

Supreme
Court

Unheard

Mr. Osbome

Melbourne

Bull v Port of
Portland

$486.85

Small
Qaims
Tnbunal

Case Dismissed

MrJ. Moore

Portland

Port of Portland v
Feast

$9,678.00

Supreme
Court

Orders obtained
for possession of
land

Mr.P. Cosgrove

Melbourne

Port of Portland v
Eather

$1,547.65

Supreme
Court

Unheard

Mr. Hay

Melbourne

Port of Portland v
Noel Amold &
Assec.

$16,667.60

Supreme
Court

Unheard

-

Melbourne

--.----
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-2Port of Melbourne Authority:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

Conaust LJd

$3,891.78

Berth Hire
Recovery

Settled

W'JSeWoulds

Supreme Court
Melboame

National Terminals
Aust.

$33,100.90

Lease dispute

Settled

Mr. Dreyfus

Supreme Court
Melbourne

National Terminals
Aust.

$9,900.00

National Terminals
Aust

$3,625.00

Ascot International

$682.50

&
Wiscwoulds
Occupation Webb Dock

Settled

&
W'lSCwoulds

Coode Island

Case

Fire

Ongoing

Debt Recovery

Mr. Dreyfus

Case

Wisewoulds

Supreme Court
Melbourne

W'lSCWoulds

Magistrates
Court
Melbourne

Ongoing

A.c.

Supreme Court
Melbourne

$660.00

Coronors
Inquiry

PMA Found
Not
Negligent

Wisewoulds

H.A. Kenny

$2,500.00

Public Liability

Settled

Wisewoulds

County Court
Melbourne

S. Bred

$3,06205

Public Liability

Settled

Wisewoulds

County Court
Melbourne

O. Barberio

$16,830.40

Public Liability

Settled

Middleton
Moore " Bevins

County Court
Melbourne

G. Clayton

$3,76200

Public Liability

Case

Phillips Fox

County Court
Melbourne

Sbaw

Ongoing

Coroners
Court
Sale, Vic

J.M. Olapman

$26,853.34

Public Liability

Settled

Wisewoulds

County Court
Melbourne

G. Wharington

$2,750.00

Removal of
Vessel
·W'Ild Thing·

Settled

W'lSCWoulds

Supreme Court
Melbourne

P. Allau

$53,541.00

Public Liability

Settled

W'lSCWoulds

County Court
Melbourne

G. Grace

$4,800.00

Public Liability

Settled

Wisewoulds

County Court
Melbourne
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-3Port of Melbourne Authority (Contd.)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

J. Reed

$1,279.60

Public
Liability

Settled

Middeltons
Moore
& Blevins

County Court
Melbourne

Blue Sea
Container
Holdings

$2,450.00

Damage
Recovery

Settled

Mr.Mazzone
Mr. Meldrum

AAT

MacKnights
Consulting
Engineers
Gutteridge Haskins

$46,870.03

Damage
Recovery

Ongoing

Baker &
McKenzie
Mr. Foxtrot
Dr. Emmerson

Supreme Court
Melbourne

PhiUips
International
Holdings

$280.84

Security
Breach

Withdrawn

Wisewoulds

Federal Couurt
Melbourne

Port of Geelong Authority:
(a)

(b)

(c)

Diamond Salt
P/L

$9,813

Pursuit of Debt

"M.V. Bass
Reefer"

SSl,l13

"M.V.
Nivosa"

$3,963

(d)

(e)

(f)

Proceeding

M. Muktar

Not yet heard

Vessel Arrest
Non-payment

Judgement in favour
of Port of Geelong

Mr. Street

Federal Court
Sydney &
Brisbane

Debt recovery
Magistrates

Oil Spill

Mr. Annois

Geelong

Proceeding

Ms.Lewitan
&
Mr. Fraser

Not yet heard

Court
International
Cargo
Control

$2,950

Debt Recovery

Roads Corporation:
In respect of the Roads Corporation. I am advised that the information sought by the honourable member is detailed
and, as the information is not available in the form requested, the allocation of considerable resources would be
necessary to search any relevant fues to identify matters involving litigation. The diversion of such resources cannot be
justified.
However, should the honourable member indicate some particular area of interest, it may be possible to provide the
information in some form.
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QUESTION ON NOTICE
ROADS AND PORTS - OVERSEAS TRAVEL
(Question No. 2S7)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Public Transport, for the Minister for Roads and Ports:
In respect of expenditure on overseas travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the Minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel indicating: (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - The answer provided by the Minister for Roads and Ports is:
The following information is provided in respect of expenditure within the roads and ports portfolio on overseas travel:

MINISTRY/DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT:

1.1

The Hon. W.R. Baxter, MLC

New Zealand

2

To examine port administration and road construction

3

Port Managers, local government officials and Members of Parliament.

4

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)
(f)

5

Airfares (incl. insurance)
$1,919.62
Car rental
$ 823.66 (Toyota Camry)
Taxis
Nil
Accommodation : $796.81
Cargills Motor Inn, Dunedin
$92.44
Christ church Parkroyal, Christchurch
$192.86
Motel Lakeside, Queenstown
$41.29
Coronation Park, Ashburton
$34.66
The Pan Pacific Hotel, Auckland
$435.56
Entertainment
Nil
Other expenses
Personal expenses at
allowance rates

The Minister was accompanied by Mrs. 1. Baxter, at own expense and
Ms S. Freeman (See 2. below).
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2.1

Ms. Sally Freeman

New Zealand

2

Accompany Minister in examination of port administration and road construction

3

Port Managers, local government officials and Members of Parliament.

4

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)
(f)

5

Airfares (incl. insurance, etc)
$1,855.62
Car rental
Nil - See 1(b) above
Taxis & hire cars
Nil
Accommodation
$796.81:
CargiUs Motor Inn, Dunedin ($92.44)
Christchurch Parkroyal, Christchurch ($192.86)
Motel Lakeside, Queenstown ($41.29)
Coronation Park, Ashburton ($34.66)
The Pan Pacific Hotel, Auckland ($435.56)
Entertainment
Nil
Other expenses
Personal expenses at
allowance rates

No one accompanied Ms. Freeman.

ROADS CORPORATION:
1.1
2

Mr. Norman Butler

-

USA & UK

Recall to duty to investigate:
USA- Recycling practices for road pavements.
UK - Driver and vehicle licensing practices; and
Road maintenance management practices and
compulsory competitive tendering.
Driver licence testing practices

3

USA- Recycling practices:
Materials Engineering staff, Orange County. LA
UK - Vehicle Registration & licensing:
Chief Executive, Swansea Driver & Vehicle Licensing and Division staff.
Driver testing:
Deputy Chief Executive, Driver Standards Agency (Nottingham)
and Agency staff.
Road Maintenance & Tendering:
Group Engineer Oxford County and Area Engineer.
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1.4

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)
(f)

5

2.1

Airfares:
Nil (Officer travelled at own expense)
Car rental:
5100 (Ford Escort)
Taxis & Car hire:
Nil
Accommodation:
51,115:
Santa Ana Inn - Santa Ana, California, USA
Alexander Hotel - Swansea, Wales, UK
The Wenault - Gilvem, Wales, UK
Browns Guest House - Oxford, UK
Linden Cottage - Whittlebury, UK
Crantock Hotel - Nottingham, UK
All costs paid from accommodation allowancc.
Itemised costs are not readily available.
Entertainment
Nil
Other expenses:
Personal expenses in accordance with
allowance rate.

Accompanied by Mrs. Butler, at own expense.

Mr. Peter Balfe

2

USA

Permanent International Association of Road Congresses

(pIARq, Working Group dealing with heavy vehicle issues.
Study current road management practices and investigate
application of imaging technology.
3

University of Kentucky Research Centre
Kentucky Department of Transportation
Kentucky Trucking Association
PIARC Meeting at General Motors Facility at EPCOT Centre
Federal Highway Administration
American Trucking Association
· mM International Purchasing Office, Colorado
· Oregon Trucking Association (President)
· Oregon Public Utilities and Department of Transportation - Briefmg
· Freightliner Corporation staff - truck manufacturing and
environmental & safety regulations.
· Woodburn Port of Entry facilities - view weight/mile enforcement tcclmologies.
· California Trucking Association.
· California Department of Transport.
· US Department of Transportation.
· Dcvine & Sons Trucking, West Sacremento, CAfirm specialising in intennodal transport.
· Automobile Club of Southern California.
.
·
·
·
·
·
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2.4

(a)
(b)& (c)
(d)

(e)
(t)
5
3.1

Airfares:
$4,599
Car rental & Taxis: $1,214 (Surface travel allowance)
Accommodation:
$2,844:
Radisson Plaza, Lexington (Rate: $130.40)
Grosvenor Resort, Lake Buena Vista, Florida (Rate: $99.14)
Holiday Inn Capital, Washington DC (Rate: $182.61)
Embassy Suites, Alexandra, Virginia (Rate: $202.17)
Clarion Harvest House Hotel, Boulder, Colorado
(Rate: $120.17)
Portland Hilton, Portland, Oregon (Rate: $15330)
Hyatt Regency, Sacremento (Rate: $182.61)
Mark Hopkins Intercontinental, San Fransisco, California
(Rate: $246.13)
Marriott Newport Beach, Newport Beach, California (Rate:
$15437)
Entertainment
Nil
Other Expenses:
Personal expenses at allowance rates

None
Mr. Richard Warwick

Canada

2

Recall to duty to discuss Canadian experience with Contract Road
Maintenance Procedures. Study Quality Assurance aspects of contracts
(Canada has had about 5 years experience in this field).

3

Officers of the Ministry of Transportation and Highways for the Province of
British Colombia, Canada.

4

(a)
(b) & (c)
(d)
(e)

(t)
5
4.1

Airfares:
Car rental & Taxis:
Accommodation:
Century Plaza
Entertainment
Other Expenses:

Nil (Officer travelled at own expense)
Nil
$492 (Itemised costs not readily available):
Hotel, Vancouver
Nil
Personal expenses at allowance rates

Family on private trip, at own expense.

Mr. Raj Muthsamy

Malaysia

2

Recall to duty to attend Asian Road Safety Conference in Kuala Lumpur.

3

Road safety experts from Asia Pacific and other regions.

4

(a)

(b) & (c)
(d)
(e)
(t)
5

Airfares:
Nil (Officer travelled at own expense)
Car rental & Taxis: Nil
Accommodation:
$796 (Itemised costs not readily available):
Crown Princess Motel, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Entertainment
Nil
Other Expenses:
Conference registration $465

Accompanied by wife at own expense.
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5.1

Mr. Howard Hughes -

New Zealand

2

Inspect operations of potential contractors in respect of linemarking
maintenance contracts.

3

Directors of Linecorp Roadmarkers Group and Consultancy Services.

4

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)

(t)
5

6.1

Airfares:
$569
Car rental:
Nil
Taxis:
$5
Accommodation:
$350:
Trailways Motel, Timura ($150, including meals)
Mill House, Waianakarua ($120, including meals)
Entertainment:
Nil
Other Expenses:
$245

None

Mr. Mike McLean

New Zealand

2

Attend 6th Australasian Remote Sensing Conference.

3

International experts in "Remote Sensing to Locate Road Making Materials".

4

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)

Ce)
(t)
5

7.1

$731
Airfares:
Car rental:
Nil
Taxis:
$60
Accommodation:
$701.18:
West Plaza Hotel, Wellington ($701.18)
Nil
Entertainment:
Other Expenses:
$1,201.38

None

Mr. Russell Hicks

New Zealand

2

Inspect operations of potential contractors for suitability for linemarking
contracts.

3

Directors of Linecorp Roadmarkers Group.

4

(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)

(e)

(t)
5

None

$569
Airfares:
Car rental:
Nil
Taxis:
$5
Accommodation:
$350:
Trailways Motel, Timaru ($150, including meals)
Mill House, Waianakarua ($200, including meals)
Entertainment
Nil
Other Expenses:
$245
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8.1

Mr. Michael Hull

New Zealand

2

Attend National Road Safety Seminar and present paper. Discuss road safety
management issues.

3

New Zealand Officials Committee on Road Safety, Road Safety Traffic
Safety Research Council, NZ Ministry of Transport, Department of Health,
Police and Local Government officials.

4

(a)
(bi)
(c)
(d

Ce)
(f)
5

9.1

Airfares:
Car rental:
Taxis:
Accommodation:
Holiday Inn,
Entertairunent
Other Expenses:

$897

Nil
$22 approximately
$334.14:
Wellington
Nil
$356.72

None

Mr. David Anderson -

New Zealand

2

Attend National "Road Safety Seminar and present paper. Discuss road safety
management issues.

3

New Zealand Ministry of Transport and NZ Police. Swedish Institute of
Public Health and Director of Road Safety, General Motors, USA.

4

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

5

Airfares:
Car rental:
Taxis:
Accommodation:
Holiday Inn,
Entertairunent
Other Expenses:

$897

Nil
$22 approximately
$339:
Wellington
Nil
Personal expenses at allowance rates.

None

In addition to the above, four VicRoads Officers travelled overseas during the period on
trips which were funded by other countries or organisations. Although these visits do not
come within the scope of the Honourable Member's Question, it may be noted that these
Officers received their usual salary during the visits.
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-7PORT OF MELBOURNE A1.J1HORITY (PMA):
1.1

Mr. John B. King

New Zealand

2

To examine waterfront reform in New Zealand and
any issues of concern to shippers through Melbourne.

3

PMA customers (shippers and shipping companies) and port companies at
Wellington, Lyttleton, Tauranga, Napier, Auckland.

4

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)
(t)
5

2.1

Airfares:
$1,943.70
Car rental:
$848.21 (Mazda 323)
Taxis:
$21.77
Accommodation:
$2,768.93 (incl. meals):
Christchurch Parkroyal (1 night-$175.34)
Wellington Parkroyal (2 nights-S540.34)
Harbour View Motor Lodge, Ahuriri (1 night-$152.53)
Willow Park Motor Hotel, Tauranga (1 night-$147.70)
The Regent, Auckland (6 nights-$1,753.02)
Entertainment
Nil
Other expenses
$252.75

Nil

Mr. Daniel J. Hourigan

Seoul, Pusan, Taiwan and Singapore

2

Port of Melbourne Authority Community Overseas
Trade & Port Promotions Mission).

3

Comprehensive series of meetings with international shipping lines, peak
associations, Government agencies, Trade development organisations and
shipping consultants.

4

(a)
(b)
(c)

Cd)

(e)

(v)
5

Airfares:
$1,943.70
Car rental
Nil
Taxislhire car
$396.24
Accommodation
$3,770.34 (including meals):
Intercontinental Seoul (4 nights-$700.00)
West in Cosun Beach Hotel (3 nights-$510.00)
Hilton International Taipei (3 nigbts-$570.00)
Hilton International Singapore (6 nights-Sl,640.00)
Entertainment provided and arranged by and
with delegates of the Mission. Any costs were
based on pcISOnal expenses only
Other expenses
$7,816.29

Shipping and Union representatives travelling with Mr. Hourigan made their
own arrangements. There was no cost to the PMA.
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PORT OF GEELONG AU'I1fORITY:
1.1

Mr. Peter G. Morgan

New Zealand

2

Conference on Waterfront and Ports.

3

Participants at conference.
(a)
(b)
(c)

4

(d)

(e)
(f)
5

None.

$2,158 ($500 reimbursed by Conference)
Airfares:
$294.33 (Car type not recorded)
Car rental
Taxislhire car
Nil
Accommodation:
Quality Inn, Nelson $316.03 (phone $12.00)
Entertainment with delegates of the conference,
at costs based on personal expenses only.
Other expenses
$296.62
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The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 2.06 p.m. and read the prayer.

ABSENCE OF MINISTER
The SPEAKER -Order! I wish to advise that the
Treasurer will not be present during question time
today because of illness. The Minister for Finance
will handle any matters relating to the Treasurer's
portfolio.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Ambulance services
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - Given the
concern expressed by the director of the Alfred
Hospital's emergency department about the
transport of acutely ill patients by private
ambulances, will the Minister for Health guarantee
that no lives will be put at risk and that private
ambulance operators will abide by the same quality
assurance provisions and give the same quality of
care as the Metropolitan Ambulance Service?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - I
congratulate the honourable member for Albert Park
on his first question in this place as a shadow
minister, although I wish the question had slightly
more originality and less predictability. It was
obvious that his first question would be on
ambulances. His first two press releases followed
complaints from and press releases put out by the
Ambulance Employees Association of Victoria, the
ambulance union.
The first press release issued by the union, dated
24 January 1994, said that the service was in chaos,
morale was at an all-time low, ambulance standards
were dropping and patients were at risk. Within
24 hours the honourable member issued a press
release in the name of the opposition saying exactly
the same thing. If the honourable member is to be a
decent shadow minister he will have to obtain his
information from somebody other than the union
tha t is feeding him lies.

Honourable members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER - Order! The level of interjection
is far too high.
Mrs ~HAN - Again on Sunday a newspaper
ran the line of the ambulance union, which
predictably is now being parroted by the shadow
minister. Until he learns to get his information from
a source other than the union he will not advance
the argument in this state very far. We currently
have a situation - Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - On a point of
ord.er, ~ Speaker, the minister is debating the issue,
which 15 not allowed under standing order 127. She
has not referred to the question. The question was
simple: will she guarantee that the private operators
will provide the same level of care? She is referring
to the ambulance service union, which was not
mentioned in the question; the question related to
the head of the emergency section of the Alfred
Hospital.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Chair is more than
familiar with standing order 127. I believe the
minister's reply is relevant to the question. How the
minister answers the question is entirely up to her.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - We came
into office after 10 years of neglect and
m~smanagement by the previous government, and
With precise regard to ambulances we found that in
its last five years in office the Labor government had
increased funding to the Metropolitan Ambulance
Service by 40 per cent. In fact I can give the figures.
The funding increased from $43 million in 1987-1988
to $61 million in 1991-92 -40 per cent more
revenue to the ambulance service. In the same
period 12 per cent fewer patients were transported
by the Metropolitan Ambulance Service. The other
criterion for judging effectiveness, response times,
stayed exactly the same. So throwing money to the
ambulance union at its request-The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the minister
that she is now debating the issue. I ask her to come
back to the question.
Mrs TEHAN - The background to the answer is
that we could not continue to address the problems
as ineffectively as our predecessors did, so we
brought in a new administrator who has contracted
out the service in the non~mergency transport area
to fully qualified, totally auspiced people. Currently
seven small subcontracting firms of fully-qualified
former ambulance officers are responsible for the
transport of non~mergency patients. I am quite
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certain that standards are being maintained and that
ambulances are staffed by fully-qualified people.
The response times and the number of patients
treated are far better than they were under the
previous system.
We have improved the Metropolitan Ambulance
Service significantly, and I have no hesitation in
saying that the quality of the subcontracted
ambulance services is as good as that provided by
the direct employees, but that is creating a real
problem among union members because they do not
like the competition.

Daylight saving
Mr DOYLE (Malvern) - Will the Premier inform
the house of the government's decision to extend
daylight saving, which Tasmania and South
Australia have also decided to implement, and
explain how this will lead to closer cooperation
between the states in the south-eastern corner of
Australia?
Mr KENNETf (premier) - Many aspects of the
Premiers Conference in Canberra last Friday were
desirable, although others were not as we would
have wished, and we recognise that they reflect the
need to bring about a fundamental change in
commonwealth-state financing arrangements, which
we will continue to work towards. However, I had
the opportunity to meet and confer with my fellow
Premiers of South Australia, Tasmania and New
South Wales about extending daylight saving to the
last Saturday in March.
The Premiers of South Australia and Tasmania have
agreed to join with Victoria to give our communities
the chance to enjoy what is obviously the best
month's weather in the south-eastern corner of
Australia. At this stage New South Wales has not
made a final decision, but we hope it will also see fit
to extend daylight saving. It makes sense and would
avoid anomalies occurring along the river between
Victoria and New South Wales. Even if New South
Wales does not extend daylight saving, the concept
of the south-eastern corner of Australia - Victoria,
South Australia and Tasmania - working together
on this issue is important and will give rise to more
opportunity in the years to come. As we move into
the 21st century the concept of any part of Australia
stopping or starting at a boundary, be it an artificial
boundary or a natural boundary such as a river or
the sea, will be less relevant to our overall corporate
development.
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I hope with this initiative South Australia, Victoria
and Tasmania will be able to do much more work
together. I shall be inviting the Premiers of those
states to see how we can improve our competitive
advantage over the rest of Australia and further
assist our own development. We have some
common areas of interest, such as car manufacturing
in both South Australia and Victoria, as well as a
commonality of interests in food processing,
agriculture, the wine industry and tourism
generally, so I see this commonsense move as
another step in the right direction towards giving
our communities the opportunity to grow while also
enjoying the best of the weather. That is especially
relevant in Melbourne with the development of
Southbank, the casino, the exhibition centre and so
on.
However, the much larger, overall game plan for the
21st century is to have the states working closely
together, especially overseas where we can share
resources and market the south-eastern corner of
Australia - that is, Victoria, South Australia and
Tasmania. It is a positive step. I trust that the New
South Wales government and its community will
jOin with the three south-eastern states on the issue
of daylight saving, but if not the three south-eastern
states will continue with this program.

Met bus services
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - I refer the
Minister for Public Transport to the contracting out
of the Met bus services and I ask: was the task that
the consultant Roger Graham carried out for the
Department of Transport put out to public tender,
and what were the specific tasks and functions to be
performed by Mr Roger Graham?
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) This is the only issue on which the shadow minister
sought last year to ask questions in this house. I have
nothing to add other than to highlight what he said
on radio recently when he acknowledged that the
firm whose tender was accepted has nationally
reCOgnised attributes in the bus industry. The tender
accepted by the Public Transport Corporation for the
contracting out of the bus fleet formerly totally
owned and controlled by it saves taxpayers more
than $10 million a year.
As well as running buses in Britain, the firm that
won the tender is the biggest privately owned bus
company in this nation. It has placed an order for
157 brand new Mercedes-Benz buses - the largest
ever order in Australia for new buses - -
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Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I refer to standing order no. 127
in respect of debating the question. I did not ask for
an editorial description of the National Bus
Company; I asked whether Roger Graham's
engagement as a consultant by the Department of
Transport went out to tender and what he was asked
to do for the department. I want the minister to
answer the question instead of avoiding it.
The SPEAKER - Order! I do not uphold the
point of order. I understand the minister's reply to
be relevant to the question. How he or she answers a
question is a matter for the minister concerned. At
this stage I do not believe the minister is debating
the question; therefore, he is in order.
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport)As a result of hiring this highly qualified firm, as it
was recently acknowledged to be by the opposition
during a radio program, to recommend how to put
the bus fleet to tender, the successful firm, the
National Bus Company, is reducing fares by up to 20
per cent for bus-only tickets.
The honourable member for Thomastown is raising
the same issue he raised last year, and I have
nothing to add to the matter. The outcome for
taxpayers will be a resounding success. It is
unquestionably the case that the best firm for the job
was chosen.

Tourism Victoria
Mr SPRY (Bellarine) - I ask the Minister for
Tourism to inform the house of the benefits that will
flow from recent negotiations with representatives
of the government of Taiwan and Taiwanese airlines.
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It is important to recognise the part that Tourism
Victoria has played in the negotiations. As a result of
direct discussions with representatives of EVA
Airlines, including the chairman, during the recent
visit to Taiwan, we have been able to assist EV A in
its submission to the federal licensing authority. It is
worth noting that the previous agreement gave EVA
two ports in Australia: Brisbane and Sydney. During
the negotiations we requested that the third port be
Melbourne, and I am delighted to announce that that
is the decision.
There have been several breakthroughs in this area.
The negotiations between the Victorian government
and EVA Airlines will continue over the next few
months and it is anticipated that there will be two
direct flights a week from Taiwan to Melbourne.
Rather than carping and being negative the
opposition should give credit to the government for
its initiative. The agreement will give access to
Kao-hsiung, the manufacturing capital of Taiwan in
the southern part of the mainland. It is difficult to
overstate the contribution that Tourism Victoria
made in the negotia tions. The stra tegy suggested
and advocated by Tourism Victoria was adopted by
the federal negotiating team, and a dose working
relationship has developed between the team and
the local opera tion.
Finally I should like to acknowledge the strong
relationship that has been developed between
Tourism Victoria and the Taiwanese negotiating
team which was headed by General Robert Sun,
who has been generous in his praise of Melbourne. It
is the first time the body that issues the licences to
international airlines has met outside Canberra, and
the negotiations were held in Melbourne.

Met bus services
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Tourism)Again the opposition is being negative about good
news. Last week we heard some tremendous news
about the growth of tourism with airlines such as
Ansett Australia and Qantas seeing huge increases
in percentage terms. I have more good news. Today
the federal Minister for Transport signed the
Australian-Taiwan Air Services agreement, the effect
of which will be an increase in capacity of about
50 per cent from 1 April and 100 per cent by October
1994. Further increases in capacity will be negotiated
in October-November 1994 to have effect from the
following April.

Mr BATCHELOR (Thomas town) - I direct
another question to the Minister for Public
Transport. When deciding to engage the consultant
Roger Graham was the minister aware of the
longstanding financial connections between
Mr Graham, Westbus, Jim Bosnjak and the New
South Wales Bus and Coach Association?
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) Again, this is the same question the same
honourable member asked in the same house last
year. The fact is the bus services were put to open
public tender. It was widely advertised and all
corners were able to tender. There was no exclusivity
about it. Price Waterhouse picked up the tender box,
took it away and evaluated the tenders, and its
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recommendation was accepted. The question that is
being put is whether the company that was chosen
to formulate a tender should have been some other
company.
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instances of fatal shootings: unfortunately this year
there have been four fatalities. Of course it is not
only--

Honourable members interjecting.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I warn honourable
members on my left that the level of interjection is
too high. They are wasting their own question time.
The minister, to complete his answer.
Mr BROWN - The bottom line is that the
contract finally awarded to divest 80 per cent of the
former govemment-owned and controlled fleet went
to a company that was awarded the tender on the
basis of open public tender and was evaluated by
one of the most respected companies in Australia,
Price Waterhouse. A saving of more than $10 million
a year to the taxpayer and a better service are being
prOVided.
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I raise with you the question of
relevance. I did not ask the minister to explain the
relationship between the successful tenderer and its
accountants Price Waterhouse; rather, I asked for an
explanation of the relationship between Roger
Graham and a series of companies. Was the minister
aware of the financial link between Mr Graham,
Westbus, the New South Wales Bus and Coach
Association and Jim Bosnjak? That is the question to
which we seek an answer.
The SPEAKER - Order! On the question of
relevance, the precedent on which it is based goes
back a long way in the history of politics in this
state. It is well held that a minister may answer a
question in any way he or she thinks fit provided
that the answer is relevant to the question. As to the
giving of facts or any other matter, it is not up to the
Chair; it is up to the minister giving the answer.

Police shootings
Mr WELLS (Wantima) - Following the recent
fatal police shootings, will the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services advise the house what
action he has taken to review firearm training
procedures?
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - I thank the honourable
member for his question. This is a serious issue and
one that we need to have appropriate responses to. I
am particularly concerned about the number of

Mr McNAMARA - As was said by interjection,
that is quite a serious issue. The number of police
that have been injured, in some cases fatally, is of
equal or even more concern. The process of the
handling of firearms needs to be assessed. With that
in mind I discussed this matter with the Chief
Commissioner of Police this morning, and we
agreed it was appropriate to have an external review
of the whole process. We will be seeking the
assistance of the Federal Bureau of Intelligence, the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police and pOSSibly other
police jurisdictions which have an expertise in the
handling of firearms.

This is not a frivolous matter. The whole
procedure - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order!
Mr McNAMARA - The procedure is not in any
way assisted by the extraordinary response from the
honourable member for Yan Yean and the way he
has sought to trivialise and politicise these fatal
incidents.
I was most surprised by the way he commented on
the recent horrific assault on an elderly woman in
the city, and again this adds nothing to the process.
He needs to understand that we have one of the
finest police forces in this country - or we did once.
Government Members - Hear, hear!

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the honourable
member for Keilor that I will deal with him.
Mr McNAMARA - All honourable members
need to understand that there is no more difficult job
in the public sector than the role of a police officer.
The police are confronted daily with people who in
many cases are affected by alcohol or drugs and in
some cases by mental conditions which make it
extremely difficult to handle them.
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For some members of the opposition to trivialise
fatalities, whether of members of the public or of the
police force, adds nothing to the debate.
I would have hoped the opposition would support
the initiatives taken by the Chief Commissioner of
Police and me to review the whole process and at
the end of the day be satisfied that the required
reforms have been undertaken.
The SPEAKER - Order! Question time cannot
proceed with a barrage of interjections. I ask the
honourable members for Yan Year, Carrum and
Sunshine to remain silent.

Met bus services
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - Can the
Minister for Public Transport guarantee that Roger
Graham had no input whatsoever into the drafting
of the successful tender documents of the Bosnjak
family for the contracting out of the Met bus
services? Would the minister like me to repeat the
question so that he can get it right?

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - I
will again state my answer: the best firm in the
nation was chosen for the role, for which the
taxpayer paid the bill. That firm did not participate
in any way in the evaluation of the tenders; the
tender box was taken away by Price Waterhouse,
who conducted the evaluation and made a
recommendation, which was accepted in full.

Federal industrial relations reforms
Mr PHILLIPS (Eltham) - Will the Minister for
Industry and Employment inform the house what
impact the federal government's industrial relations
reforms, which will come into effect tomorrow, will
have on the state's young people?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I thank the honourable member for
his question because it is a very serious issue. It has
a real relevance for people who care - unlike the
honourable member for Springvale, apparently about the well-being of Victorians, particularly
young Victorians. There are a number of features of
the federal legislation which should be of major
concern to all Australians, but perhaps one of the
worst is the abolition of the provision about
discrimination on the ground of age, because it has a
consequence for young people. If a young person
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believed he or she was being discriminated against
on the ground of age it would be very simple under
the new legislation to have the junior rate effectively
knocked out and an adult rate superimposed.
Honourable members who give this matter serious
consideration will appreciate that many employers
will no doubt look very seriously at the sorts of
people they might be employing, and the
government has a major concern throughout
Australia as well as in Victoria about young people
who find themselves unemployed, many for long
periods at a time. This is moving in exactly the
wrong direction.
Despite the fact that the matter has been drawn to
the attention of the federal government on a number
of occasions, the federal Minister for Industrial
Relations is still sitting on his hands and has not
made up his mind what he is going to do. It is quite
dear that some cases will arise. The Industrial
Relations Commission yesterday brought down a
complicated decision based on the upcoming
legislation that is of concern. The new legislation is
as complicated as tax law, and it will be a real
bonanza for specialist lawyers.
The legislation introduces provisions covering unfair
dismissals that will see a circumstance throughout
Australia worse than that we had in Victoria when
the Labor Party was in office, when 2000 cases were
stacked up and claimants had to wait two years for
their matters to be heard. Contrast that with what is
occurring in Victoria at present, where people go
straight through from go to whoa in four weeks.
Some members opposite seem to think there has
been a major change in industrial relations in
Victoria. Let me assure honourable members
opposite that it is business as usual, There are about
400 000 people on contracts in Victoria.
The SPEAKER - Order! Will the minister please
take a seat. The Chair is tired of getting to its feet
and having to bring the house back to order.
Question time cannot proceed with a barrage of
interjection. I warn the house that I will take drastic
action if this situation continues.
Mr GUDE - The Labor Party in Victoria may not
have woken up to what is happening, but the Labor
Party in New South Wales has. After discussion with
40 of its union affiliates in New South Wales recently
it said it will not go along with the federal law
because it is too complicated.
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It is time the dishevelled lot on the other side of the

house woke up to what is happening in this country
and started to demonstrate some concern for
unemployed youth in this state. The law imposed by
the federal government is un-Australian and
anti-young people.
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being delivered by the Public Transport
Corporation. The chosen company's drivers are
extremely courteous, and it is an excellent outcome
for Victoria. The honourable member for
Thomastown does not have a good track record with
regard to credibility. When he asks question after
question, the bottom line is this - -

Met bus services
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - I again direct
a question to the Minister for Public Transport. In
April 1993 selected companies and consortiums
were invited to tender for the contracting out of the
Met bus services. Who selected the companies that
were invited to tender and what were the criteria
used?
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) As I have stated in answer to previous questions
asked both last year and today, the advertisements
show clearly that this went to open public tender.
The companies ultimately selected went through the
process of establishing that they had the financial
capacity and expertise necessary to take over a bus
fleet of more than 200 buses should they have been
awarded the tender. Any prudent government
would have undertaken those measures. For
example, when the government accepted tenders for
two rural rail lines, it actually put a number of lines
out to tender. Proposals were received to run steam
trains on every line running nonnal commuter
services. It would have been foolhardy in the
extreme for the government to have accepted such a
proposal because it is clear that, firstly, there are not
enough steam trains in Victoria to run such services,
and secondly, the financial bona fides have to be
checked.
After selected companies had gone through a public
tender process, a short list was established to ensure
that those companies the government was dealing
with were capable of taking over Victoria's largest
bus fleet and running it in the community's best
interest. I repeat that that process has led to the best
possible result for the Victorian taxpayer; in fact, the
result was much better than Originally envisaged.
The owners of the successful finn, the National Bus
Company, already run by far the largest bus fleet in
New South Wales and also run buses in Great
Britain. They now run the largest bus fleet in
Melbourne, saving taxpayers more than $10 million
a year and prOViding a much better service.
The opposition has acknowledged that the standard
of service the finn offers to the people in the areas it
services is far better than that which was formally

The SPEAKER - Order! The minister is out of
order in his comments. I ask him to conclude his
answer.
Mr BROWN - I conclude by saying this: the
open public tender process was implemented to
divest the bulk of the Metropolitan Transit
AuthOrity bus fleet. The outcome was excellent for
both the taxpayers of this state and, just as
importantly, commuters in areas that the buses
service.

LOTE programs
Mrs ELLlOIT (Mooroolbark) - Will the Minister
for Education infonn the house of new initiatives the
government is taking to advance the provision of
languages-other-than-English programs in
govemment schools?
Mr HA YW ARD (Minister for Education) - I
thank the honourable member for Mooroolbark for
her question and for the fine assistance she is
providing to the area of education. As I have
reported to the house previously, 30 per cent of new
principals appOinted by the government are women,
and the honourable member can take much credit
for that through her leadership of the committee of
which she is chairperson.
So far as the languages-other-than-English (LaTE)
program is concerned, some wonderful things are
happening in Victorian schools. For example, 4000
more students are now learning a foreign language
than there were 15 months ago. Just as importantly,
the quality of language learning is improving
considerably, essentially because of the additional
professional development being provided for
teachers and also because of the arrangements being
put into place with foreign governments enabling
teachers to become involved not only in exchange
programs but also in specialleaming programs in
other countries.
The government has allocated additional resources
for LaTE. It has made an additional 300 teachers
available and has allocated an additional $2 million,
$600 000 of which is for school materials and
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professional development. Approximately $SOO 000
of the $2 million will be allocated to training. Most
importantly, the government is about to begin its
satellite transmission programs, which will feature
LaTE very strongly. The satellite service will be of
enormous value in the teaching of LaTE.
In addition to the technical aspects, the production
of special material associated with such programs is
moving ahead well. Inquiries have been received
from overseas about the system, and it is true to say
that Victoria is now leading the world in this field.
I also pay a special tribute to the honourable
member for Warrandyte, who chairs an advisory
committee on LOTE. That committee includes some
prominent educationalists who are showing fine
leadership and prOViding expert advice, and it has
been an important factor in achieving such
remarkable results and improvements in LaTE.

District liaison principals
Mr SANDON (Carrum) - I refer the Minister for
Education to claims by Mr Peter Bond, whose
appointment as a district liaison principal was
vetoed despite him being the no. 1 recommendation
of the local panel for that pOSition, that
appointments to those positions are not made on
merit. Will the minister now establish a full and
independent inquiry into political interference in
appointments by the department?
Mr HA YWARD (Minister for Education) - I
confirm again that the appointments were made on
merit by the Director of School Education. If any
individual wishes to bring a matter forward for
review, such review is available through the Merit
Protection Board.
It is important for honourable members to know that
very fine people have been appointed to the
pOSitions and that the system is working well. That
was highlighted to me yesterday. I met with a group
of more than 200 principals and person after person
emphasised to me that fine people had been
appointed to the positions and that the system is
working well to the advantage of principals, schools
and students.

Drug and alcohol services
Mr TRAYNOR (Ballarat East) - Will the
Minister for Health inform the house of the new
directions in drug and alcohol services in Victoria
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that were announced yesterday and explain what
benefits the new directions will bring?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - I thank the
honourable member for his question and for his
interest in the important area of drug and alcohol
addiction services in Victoria.
For many years no major changes were made in the
provision of services for people afflicted by the
problem of drug and alcohol abuse, except for the
marked change that took place in 1990 when the
previous government withdrew $6 million from the
drug and alcohol budget by closing two
detoxification units in Melbourne.
The new directions for drug and alcohol services in
this state are based on two premises. Firstly, over the
past 10 to 20 years services have concentrated on
dealing with people at the end stage of drug and
alcohol abuse, when their problems are so acute and
advanced that they need detoxification units and
24-hour supervision. It is obvious from all the
discussion and investigation that has taken place
that it is better to allocate resources to early
intervention so that the signs are recognised and
people are available to intercept and provide
counselling and other support services. It is most
important that general practitioners provide earlier
intervention and assistance to people with drug and
alcohol problems.
A series of changes are spelt out in a booklet entitled
New Directions in Alcohol and Drug Services. They
include the setting up of a centre for drug and
alcohol studies at St Vincent's Hospital in
conjunction with the University of Melbourne where
people will be trained to identify problems earlier
and to intervene and provide a continuum of
services at that stage rather than prOviding services
after the problem has developed, when it is often too
late.
The second direction is to spread more equitably the
range of resources across Victoria. The $20 million
allocated for drug abuse services in Victoria is spent
predominantly on two institutional facilities in
Melbourne. People from Phillip Island with drug
problems have to travel to Preston. People living at
Mildura or Bendigo frequently have to come down
to Heatherton. We want to provide a minimum level
of services in each of the Department of Health and
Community Services regions, especially the rural
regions. It is an excellent framework for a much
more sophisticated and advanced service in this area.
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I commend the booklet to all honourable members,
but particularly to those who are dealing with drug
and alcohol problems and have seen the impact of
the abuse of drug and alcohol in society. The
changes will provide a better framework and
stronger support for vulnerable people.
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This downgrading will be represented by the loss of
specialist programs, larger class sizes and impediments
to a school's ability to maintain its facilities.

We urge the Victorian state government to consider the
state education system as investment in Victoria's
future rather than a liability, as it is now being treated.

PETITIONS
Fairlea Prison
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

Our petitioners therefore ask the house to return
education as a major priority in the state government's
economic strategy, and that educational standards in
Victoria be maintained at least at present levels.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria respectfully showeth that
Fairlea women's prison is the only metropolitan prison
for women. Women there can have their children living
with them or see them 6 hours a week on Saturdays.
Fairlea also has developed special programs in
women's health and education. The only alternatives
are maximum security men's prisons where women
can see their children 1 hour a week. Women prisoners
located in men's prisons have always suffered
discrimination and invisibility.
We the undersigned call on the minister, Pat
McNamara, and the government of Victoria to
demonstrate the commitment enunciated in their
policies to the proper and equitable treatment of
women prisoners. Fairlea Prison should remain as a
major prison for women in Victoria.
And your petitioners therefore humbly pray that these
wishes and rights will be recognised and protected.

By Mr Sandon (23 signatures)

Pool and spa fencing
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria calls for the immediate introduction of:
(a) legislation for mandatory fencing for all swimming
pools and spas;
(b) legislation which will enable councils to enact

retrospective local laws for mandatory fencing of
pools and spas; and
(c)

legislation which will ensure all existing pools and
spas have safety fences installed within 12 months.

Your petitioners therefore pray that the house take all
necessary steps to ensure the safety of the state's
children from the unnecessary risk of unfenced pools
and spas.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Sercombe (12 signatures)
By Mr McArthur (72 signatures)

State education system
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The petition of the parents at Yarra Junction Primary
School draws to the attention of the house our
opposition to cuts in education in Victoria.
The cuts of $146 million from state education take place
at the same time the state government is increasing
funding to private schools by $27.8 million. This is an
Wlacceptable downgrading of public education.

Glengala Park primary, Glengala primary
and Sunshine special development schools
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
Receive the humble petition of the undersigned citizens
of Victoria which relates to our opposition to any
possible merger or closure of the Glengala Park
primary Glengala primary and Sunshine special
development schools.
I

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

NATIONAL ROAD TRA UMA ADVISORY COUNCIL
Tuesday. 29 March 1994
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By Mr Baker (46 signatures)
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Meat Industry Act 1993 -Section 91 on 24 March 1994

(Gautte No. G12, 24 March 1994).

Laid on table.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES
NATIONAL ROAD TRAUMA
ADVISORY COUNCIL
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport)
presented report of National Road Trauma
Advisory Council for year 1992.
Laid on table.

Messages read recommending appropriation for:
Medical Practice Bill
and further appropriation for:
State Insurance Office (Amendment) Bill

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND
REGULATIONS COMMITTEE

Alert Digest No. 3
Mr PERTON (Doncaster) presented Alert Digest
No. 3 on Financial Management (Consequential
Amendments) Bill, Food (Amendment) Bill, Drugs,
Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment)
Bill and Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill,
together with appendix.
Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Border Groundwaters Agreement Review
Committee - Report for the year 1992-93
Geelong Regional Commission - Report for the period
1 July - 3 December 1993
Planning and Environment Act 1987 - Notices of
approval of amendments to the foUowing Planning
Schemes:
Coburg Planning Scheme - No. L2D
Melbourne Planning Scheme - No. L141
Melton Planning Scheme - No. L19
Werribee Planning Scheme - No. L63

UNEMPLOYMENT
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - By
leave, I desire to move:
In light of yesterday'S commonwealth Department of
Employment, Education and Training report showing
that there are now 2400 more people unemployed in
Melbourne than a year ago, this house condemns the
government for its failure to reduce unemployment in
Victoria, which now stands at a record high level and
which the government predicts will not decline for 18
months, and in the light of this appalling admission the
government be condemned for its policies which have
worsened the unemployment outlook in Victoria,
including:
(a) its redundancy program in the public sector, which
will result in the loss of 36 000 jobs by June 1994
and increase state debt by $2.1 billion;
(b) its failure to develop an adequate industry policy for

Victoria, including a regional development
strategy;
(c)

its deliberate policy decision to talk down Victoria,
thereby creating a sense of crisis and pessimism
which has discouraged investment and weakened
consumer confidence; and further

(d) resulted in a record number of Victorians -145 a
day - migrating to other states with the
consequential loss of between $700 million and
$1 billion a year to the state's economy.

Leave refused.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Williamstown Planning Scheme - No. L24
Statutory Rule under the Chattel Securities Act 1987 S.R. No. 28 (in lieu of statutory rule previously circulated).

The following proclamation fixing an operative date
was laid upon the Table by the Clerk pursuant to an
Order of the House dated 27 October 1992:

Program
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That, pursuant to sessional order no. 6(3), the orders of
the day, government business, relating to the following
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bills be considered and completed by 3 p.m. on
Thursday, 31 March 1994:
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill
Financial Management Bill
Financial Management (Consequential
Amendments) Bill
State Insurance Office (Amendment) Bill
Food (Amendment) Bill
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill

The program has come about as a conse.q~ence o.f
the nonnal consultation with the OppOSItiOn, which
has agreed to both the duration and timing of the
debates on bills included in the program.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - The
opposition opposes the motion because it believes
there are several Significant matters that ought to be
debated by the house which are listed as notices of
motion and which, unless time is provided for
debate, will never be debated by the house.
Mr Cooper interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - I will come to your motion. The
reality is that the legislative program this week is
exceedingly light. The Leader of the House has
made clear that he intends to have the government
business program debated and wrapped up by 3
o'clock on Thursday. There are numerous matters on
the notice paper which are rig~tly the province ~f
the house, which ought to be discussed and which .
honourable members want discussed and debated In
the house.
The honourable member for MOmington has just
put on the notice paper a motion dealing wi~ the
child protection service and the death o.f Damel
Valerio. The opposition wants that motion to be
debated today.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Momington is grossly out of order.
Mr BRUMBY - This is a matter which ought to
be discussed in the house. Another motion on the
notice paper moved by the honourable member for
Footscray concerns the closing of two reception
facilities in the western suburbs. No issue is more
important to the house than child protection - the
health and welfare of young children. Therefore the
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opposition challenges the government to debate the
motion.
As honourable members know, more than $S million
of taxpayers' money is being spent on legal fees for
fruitless and wasted challenges to Victorian workers
moving to federal awards. And another campaign
against federal industrial relations reforms is a~~t
to begin using taxpayers' money. In total, $5 nullion
or $6 million that could be used in the child
protection system to save the lives of young children
is being thrown against the wall.
The honourable member for MOmington gave notice
of what I believe is a disgraceful motion because he
is too gutless-Mr Cooper interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the honourable
member for Momington that if he persists in
interjecting I will name him. The Leader of the
.
Opposition would assist the Chair if he directed his
remarks to the Chair and ignored interjections.
Mr BRUMBY - The reality is that there are
75 motions on the notice paper. Every day members
place on the notice paper issues they believe ought
to be debated by Parliament. If Parliament does not
get to debate those issues, what is the ~int of .
putting them on the notice paper? And If there IS no
point in putting them on the notice paper, what is
the point of calling Parliament a forum?
The opposition wants the opportunity to debate
child protection, preschool services, education and
politicisation. A few moments ago I was refused
leave to move a motion about unemployment.
Unemployment in Victoria is a national tragedy.
Victoria is the only state that has lost jobs in the past
12 months - 2500 jobs. Every other state in
Australia has had an increase in employment. In this
Parliament it is difficult to have a debate about
employment, especially when the Premier has gone
missing once again. Where is he? He will not debate
motions about unemployment.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Coleman interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - Well, you have been a great
success with Mount Stirling! Why don't you give us
a full ministerial statement?

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
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The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the Leader of the
Opposition and the Minister for Natural Resources
that they may not indulge in verbal fisticuffs across
the table. I ask the house to come to order.
Mr LONEY (Gee long North) -1 oppose the
program that has been put forward by the Leader of
the House. One would not have to be an experienced
timekeeper to work out that the time allowed by the
Leader of the House is much greater than the items
on the notice paper he believes should be covered
would suggest. The government has admitted that it
is now proposing to finish at 3.00 p.m. instead of
4.30 p.m. on Thursday. I suggest that the business
listed on the notice paper reveals that the extra hour
and a half could well be used to discuss many of the
items the Leader of the Opposition referred to. The
government obviously believes there is not enough
business listed on the notice paper to keep the house
occupied. It can see that that is not so by merely
looking down the notice paper to item 65 under
general business standing in the name of the
honourable member for Morwell, which deals with
the total defunding of the Barwon Youth
Information Service, which is an important issue to
the Geelong area.
During question time the Leader of the House made
great play of his concern for young people. He now
has the opportunity to debate what the government
is doing to young people throughout Victoria.
Another reason why that motion should be debated
is that government members are avoiding debate on
those issues and, even worse, are sending out to the
community misinformation on matters that should
rightly be debated in the house.
The honourable member for Geelong is recorded in
Hansard of last week as saying that funding for the
Barwon Youth Infonnation Service has not been
reduced and funds have been transferred to the
Barwon Adolescent Task Force. That is not true and
should be clarified through debate in the house. Last
year the Barwon Youth Information Service received
$85 000 but this year it will not receive even a cent,
yet the honourable member for Geelong says that
the service has not suffered a reduction in funding
and that all of its funding went to the Barwon
Adolescent Task Force. In fact only $30 000 went to
the Batforce peer education program rather than for
youth information services.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member may use various topicS to illustrate his
opposition to the motion, but may not debate a
whole raft of other issues.
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Mr LONEY - I am trying to establish the need
for debate on these matters because the honourable
member for Geelong has indulged in the provision
of misinformation. The honourable member told the
house that there has been no overall reduction in
funding in the Geelong area.The opposition would
like to debate that statement, because both the Youth
Affairs Council of Victoria and the Barwon
Adolescent Task Force confirm cuts of 9 per cent.
Despite that, the honourable member for Geelong
said last week that there was no reduction in
funding in Geelong, no reduction to the Barwon
Youth Infonnation Service, and that funds have
been transferred.
Those matters need to be debated. I suggest that the
honourable member for Geelong should take the
opportunity at the time of that debate, or earlier, to
make a personal explanation about the erroneous
and misleading statements she made to the house
last week.
Ms GARBUTI (Bundoora) - I oppose the
motion. Today the honourable member for
Mornington made a pathetic attempt to introduce a
motion regarding me and the Save the Children
Fund, which was launched last week. I would be
anxious to debate such a motion and I urge the
government to institute the debate. The government
does not have a proud record in child protection.
Page 12 of the notice paper contains a motion
dealing with child abuse. Because the two subjects
are linked, time should be set aside this week to
discuss them. In his motion, my colleague the
honourable member for Footscray condemns the
Minister for Community Services for closing two
reception facilities for children who have suffered
child abuse. Both facilities are in the western
suburbs; they are the only two facilities offering care
during the night. They provide 24-hour crisis care.
When abused children are removed from their
homes, the government must provide
accommodation and support services. The minister's
responsibili ties form part of the child protection
system and we need time to debate the issues.
The honourable member for MOrnington gave notice
of a motion concerning the Save the Children Fund,
which launched the Daniel Valerio Memorial
Foundation, a private foundation established to raise
funds. At a time when the government is closing
crisis care units -as enunciated in the motion of the
honourable member for Footscray - the fund hopes
the foundation will allow more private units to be
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established. The government is closing family group
homes and cottage homes for children.
Mr Mildenhall - I t is not fair.
Ms GARBUlT - It certainly is not. The situation
is appalling. Reports have been received of children

being removed from permanent placements in
family group homes where they were doing well
and being placed in temporary accommodation after
the government had closed the homes.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
during the contribution of the honourable member
for Geelong North you said the debate is about the
business of the house and not about other matters
that honourable members consider should be
debated. I submit that the honourable member is
now debating the matters to which she has referred.
She has gone beyond your earlier ruling.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Chair drew the
attention of the house to the fact that the motion
deals with time allotted to various items in the
government's program. Although in speaking
against the motion honourable members can refer to
various items on the notice paper to illustrate the
reason why more debating time should be given
they cannot go into fine detail about those matters.
At this stage I believe the honourable member for
Bundoora is within standing orders but I warn her
not to go too far down the path of detail.
Ms GARBUIT (Bundoora) - The two motions
on the notice paper reveal the importance of the
issue. That is why I propose that the government
business program should allow time for the house to
debate those matters this week.
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demonstrate their concern and that of the
community - and we should debate them.
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - I support
previous speakers who opposed the adoption of the
government business program, which is extremely
light. The bills referred to in the motion include: the
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill; the
Financial Management Bill; the State Insurance
Office (Amendment) Bill; the Food (Amendment)
Bill; and the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled
Substances (Amendment) Bill. The opposition faces
no hardship in having those bills debated within the
time allotted, which the Leader of the House says
should be until 3 o'clock on Thursday. However,
that should not be an excuse for the house to rise at
that time or for the government to argue that there is
no time to debate other worthwhile and important
items on the notice paper that warrant the attention
of the house. The opposition is concerned that many
government members are not adequately
representing their electorates; it wants to debate
motions relating to specific electorates.
Last week I mentioned petitions presented by the
honourable member for Bendigo West. They concern
proposed funding cuts and subsidies to preschools
and the maintenance of the central payments
scheme. Preschools should not lose their educational
value by being transformed into child-minding
centres. Item 15 on page 13 of the notice paper is
important, and the house ought to spend some time
debating it. Equally deserving items include item 73,
which was moved by the honourable member for
Mill Park:
lbat this house condemns the Minister for Education
for his failure to provide a second government school
VCE facility in Bendigo despite a pre-election promise
of the government to have a second VCE facility 'for
the start of 1993' and his subsequent failure to have the
said facility operational at the commencement of the
1994 school year.

The closure of family group homes means children
are without care or faced with only temporary
placements. The government closes the homes, saves
the money and then wonders what to do with the
children. I direct the attention of the house to
numerous motions about preschools on the notice
paper. For example, item 56 on page 10 refers to the
Croydon Central Preschool, item 60 refers to the
Greenhills Preschool, item 66 refers to the Gisborne
Kindergarten and item 69 refers to kindergartens in
Bendigo. I mention only four; there are others,
including one in Cheltenham.

The house and the Bendigo community would
benefit from a discussion of that important motion.
The honourable member for Geelong North referred
to an item on the notice paper moved by the
honourable member for Morwell concerning the
funding problems of the Barwon Youth Information
Service. I share his concern that the house should
find time to debate such an important item.

The motions reflect widespread community concern
about what is happening in kindergartens.
Honourable members moved those motions to

Two items on the notice paper carry my name. Item
43 condemns the Minister for Community Services
for cutting funding to the Dr Stanley Cochrane
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preschool in Mitcham, which places a heavy
financial burden on many parents. Preschool fees
have risen from $180 per year to $480 per year. Item
53 on the notice paper condemns the government for
the massive increase in class sizes at the Antonio
Park Primary School. Those important motions
deserve the support of the government; they should
be debated because they are just as important as the
bills before the house. The opposition is able to
debate the bills listed and to ensure that the
government business program is not unduly
interfered with. However, we have time to
adequately debate each of the bills set out in the
program as well as other items that are of
importance to the Parliament and the community. I
urge honourable members to vote against the
motion.
Motion agreed to.

LAND (FURTHER MISCELLANEOUS
MATIERS) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 10 March; motion of
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural Resources).
The SPEAKER - Order! Before calling the
honourable member for Richmond I advise
honourable members that I am of the opinion that
the second reading of the bill requires to be passed
by an absolute majority of the house.
Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - The opposition does
not have much difficulty with most of the matters
contained in the bill. I shall go through it item by
item and indicate the opposition's support but I also
infonn the minister that the opposition is extremely
concerned about part 9, which relates to Lake
Victoria, and I shall be moving a reasoned
amendment in due course.
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Romsey Park reserve as a public park and the
re-reservation of the land for public recreation
purposes. We believe that to be a good move.
With regard to the revocation of the reservation for
the preservation of species of native plants of land
near Anglesea, an area supposedly reserved in error
in 1992, we understand the land was leased to Alcoa
of Australia Ltd under the 1961 agreement for
brown coal extraction but there was some confusion
over a recommendation for reservation of the land
by the Land Conservation Council. The government
is now moving to rectify its mistake. The opposition
will not oppose the revocation of the reservation, but
because of the sensitivity of the area I ask the
minister to have immediate discussions with Alcoa
to ascertain which parts of its 1961 lease involve
environmentally sensitive areas and which parts
Alcoa will agree to becoming part of a reserve so
that the people of Victoria will have an opportunity
not only of using the reserve but also preserving it
for future generations.
I am sure the minister is aware of debate about the
heathlands and the considerable work that has been
done to ensure that a private developer will not get
his way - if he did so it would be the beginning of
our environmentally sound coastline being spOiled. I
ask the minister to undertake immediate discussions
with Alcoa and at some time in the near future to
bring into Parliament a bill that will reserve for
public purposes those parts of the land leased to
Alcoa that it agrees the government should reserve
for public purposes.

In his speech the minister dealt with a number of

Although the revocation is an appropriate move
forward, it is also appropriate for the government to
begin discussions to ensure that Alcoa has no
problems with certain areas being reserved to
provide public access to government land. I repeat
that the revocation will be supported but we expect
the government, given the general importance of the
Anglesea heathlands, to enter into discussions with
A1coa and, if pOSSible, come back with a new bill.

matters, including the revocation of an
inappropriate trust for cemetery purposes over the
Yarram Memorial Gardens. The opposition supports
the government's proposition in that regard, as it
does the revocation of a water supply reserve that is
no longer needed by the Ballarat Water Board and a
reserve at Wurdi-Youang that has never been used
for watering purposes. The bill revokes the
reservation for water purposes, which will enable
the land to be re-reserved in line with the
recommendations of the Land Conservation
Council. We also support the revocation of the

We support the government's position on part 6,
which provides for the surrender to the Crown of
land near Horsham. Part 7 deals with the
rectification of an error made in the 1987 Melbourne
Lands Act involving the Yarra Park reserve and
planned road widening. We also support the
revocation of an allotment to pennit 6000 square
metres of land at Cathedral Place, East Melbourne,
to be developed by the Urban Land Authority. My
colleague in the upper house the honourable Barry
Pullen and I have already had discussions with the
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Catholic archdiccese and the Peter MacCallum
Cancer Institute, and it appears that there are no
problems with t..r,.e proposed development. The
opposition also supports part 10 of the bill, which
repeals the Railways (Thomson River Bridge) Act
1962 and transfers the bridge and surrounding
reserve to L'le crown.
The one matter with which the opposition has
enormous difficulty relates to part 9, which concerns
the issue of a lease over portion of the Lake Victoria
wildlife reserve near Point Lonsdale. The
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
daims to have imposed stringent conditions on the
method of shellgrit extraction, rehabilitation and so
on. It has the potential to become an important local
environmental issue and the extraction company
should be given the opportunity over a period to
look for alternative ways to supply this important
source of calcium carbonate. Therefore I move:
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There are other sources of calcium carbonate
available ...

There are a number of places, and the letter refers to
one place in particular. The letter continues:
GEC urgently requests that section 14 of the bill
relating to the shellgrit mining be withdrawn, and that
the proposal be properly advertised and
environmentally assessed.

I make it clear that the last thing the opposition
would wish to see is any negative move by either the
employer or the supplier of shellgrit. The Minister
for Natural Resources would know that if Lake
Victoria, an environmentally sensitive lake,
continues to be mined, at some stage he must
answer the question 'Where do we go next?'.

Dear Mr Coleman

The opposition suggests to the minister that it would
be more appropriate if he entered into discussions
with both the people mining and providing this
important resource and the people who require it.
The aim of the discussions should be to work out a
long-term proposition that ensures, firstly, that
mining takes place in a less enVironmentally
sensitive area; secondly, that the resource is
produced in a way that is appropriate to the
industry without damaging the environment; and
thirdly, and more importantly, that Lake VictOria
remains the only source of shellgrit for this
extractive industry.

The Gee!or:g E:1':irc;nment Council was disturbed to
discover tt'-:at ilie;:~ is a Land (Further Miscellaneous
Matters) Bill presently before Parliament and will be
read a second time this week. This bill makes provision
for the lease of a portion of a wildlife reserve at Lake
Victoria \nea~ ?oint Lonsdale) for an extractive
industry.

The minister has also received a letter from the Swan
Bay Environment ASSOCiation, which comprises
people living in Queenscliff and Point Lonsdale. The
letter points out that, like the members of the
Geelong Environment Council, the members of the
association were not aware that the bill had been
read a first time.

The GEC wi.s~es to object w. the strongest terms on
several counts to clause 14 of the bill.

The minister should ask his department to pay more
attention to public consultation. If public
consultation occurs - i f the people responsible for a
bill bother to contact the people who are interested
in the reforms included in it - issues that come
before Parliament would be clarified more quickly.
The association has told the minister it objects in the
strongest possible terms to clause 14 and the manner
in which it has been proceeded with. The association
states:

That all the words after 'That' be omitted with the view
of inserting in ?!ace therecf the words 'this bill be
withdrawn and redrafted to provide for alternative
ways of sourcing material rather than excavating parts
of declared permanent wildlife reserves such as that
located at Lake Victoria near Point Lonsdale.'.

1.., a letter to L'1e minister dated 20 March the
Geelong Environment Council says:

That is L'le clause to which I have moved an
amenc.ment.
Lake Vic~oria, as a ~ahlre r~rve and par~ of the
we~a.'1d syste;,1 ~"\ked with Swan Bay, is an
inappropriate location for the mining of shellgrit.
No envi!"O!L'!l.ental assessment has been carried out.

This area is a wildlife reserveThere ~as bee'.l no ?:.zblic consultation or notification on
the ::.~an;;e in '.1se of ?ub:ic land.

I am sure that the minister knows what a wildlife
reserve is-
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and as such an area of high ecological importance. It
also fonns part of the drainage system feeding into
Swan Bay, a wetland of national and international
significance. It is extremely important that due
attention is given to the prevention of:
(i)

pollution of Swan Bay and

(ii) interference to the water table which has
already risen and is causing flooding to

residential properties in Point Lonsdale.
Consequently, we request that clause 14 of the bill be
withdrawn.

If they had been given the time, a number of other

organisations would have taken up the matter with
the minister and argued that clause 14 should be
removed. If the clause had not been included, the
bill might have received unanimous support
because it contains some incredibly important
reforms. I have outlined the opposition's agreement
to every matter except this.
I have mentioned the problems with the
environment effects statement (EES). One of the
difficulties the opposition faces with legislation
dealing with extractive industries is that those
inv~lved are not compelled in every case to produce
environment effects statements. The Environment
Effects Act is one of the principal acts used to
examine the potential impact of proposals.
The minister knows that an EES is an important tool
for planning and environmental protection - and I
emphasise the term 'environmental protection'.
However, because of the unclear requirements and
non-mandatory status of the environment effects
statement, its effectiveness is limited. The act does
~ot define the types of development proposals it is
mtended to cover. The minister has a wide
discretion in deciding whether an environment
effects statement is required. There is no uniform
methodology for the assessment of the impacts of a
proposal, no stipulated period for the mandatory
monitoring of the effects of development or mining,
no process to ensure that the results of any
monitoring are used to make Significant changes to a
development, and no consideration of the
incremental impact of small developments.
Controversial proposals could be examined more
clearly if the government ensured that an
environment effects sta tement was the first part of
the process. The statement is potentially the best
means of including the public in the plarmmg
process. If the public is involved in proposals that
come before the house and if its concerns are
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considered, difficulties can be ironed out. Although
the government does not have to agree with others'
views, it has an obligation to listen.
The rights to comment and appeal contained in both
the Planning and Environment Act and the
Environment Effects Act, neither of which the
minister is responsible for, are inadequate when
dea~g with either development proposals of
enVU'onmental significance or major extractive
industries. Community-based groups lack the
resources of government, with its departmental
structures and large private agencies, which limits
their abili ty to prepare rigorous submissions and
contribute to debate. If members of the public are to
bec.om~ full partners in the debate on proposed
legtslation, the government will have to make
provision for the preparation of their rigorous
submissions and contributions.
I conclude my comments on the environment effects
statement by quoting a submission by Jenny Whyte
to the 1985 Review of Environment Assessment
Proced ures and Legislation:
Environmental impact assessments must be accepted as
an integral aspect of any planning activity. Yet
requirements for EES are still treated as distinct
obstacle when gaining project approval rather than as a
comprehensive listing of planning considerations.

I suggest to the minister that he direct to the
attention of his colleagues the fact that it is
consid~rably easier to deal with a proposition when
an envrronment effects statement is provided.
Clause 14, which relates to the Swan Bay
management plan, does not contain such a proposal.
I refer to a letter that was sent to the minister on
behalf of the association that is seeking to preserve
the bay. Swan Bay has long been regarded as the
most intact natural complex of bird habitats in Port
Phillip Bay. I am sure the minister will agree it is
biolOgically similar to Westemport, except for its
lack of mangroves.
In tha t area one finds the orange-bellied parrot,
which is one of Australia's rarest and most
endangered birds and of which fewer than
200 specimens survive. In earlier times the bird was
tra.p~ extensively for Australian and European
aVlanes but was described as a poor performer in
captivity. As a result of environmental damage, the
parrot is almost extinct.
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There have been occasional reports of parrots on Salt
Marsh on the shores of Stingray Bay within the
defence areas of Swan Island. More importantly, the
parrot has been observed in areas adjacent to Swan
Bay, including the south-western end of Lake
Victoria. That area and Salt Marsh near Lake Siding
are important to the bird's habitat.
Before the minister proceeds with clause 14, he must
enter into immediate discussions to ensure not only
that some security is given to the people involved in
extracting shellgrit but also, and more importantly,
that the environment is protected for use by future
generations, because it is our duty to do so.
The Victorian National Parks Association has stated
that Lake Victoria is important because of both the
shellgrit found there and the international
Significance of the area. 1 am sure the minister is
aware that the Minister for Planning has given the
company approval to extract shellgrit at Point Henry
for at least one year. Considerable work had been
done prior to an application being made to the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal, which rejected it
on a technicality. But I am led to believe that the
Minister for Planning has at least agreed to allow the
company to start experimenting with the extraction
of shellgrit at Point Henry.
Although an environment effects statement has not
been prepared, the government may get out of its
current difficulties with the project. Other members
of the opposition will say they do not object to the
company, which has a very good record in looking
after the environment. Unfortunately, Lake Victoria
is not the best place for the extraction of that
resource.
Given that the company is a good employer and has
a good record in protecting the environment so far
as it is humanly possible to do so, the government
should act responsibly and look to the long term.
That would enable the company to continue to
supply the industry with the resource and, more
importantly, it would give both the company and
the industry some security for the future. 1 am sure
the minister will agree that Lake Victoria cannot be
bound in perpetuity and that the resource is not
infinite. We should bite the bullet now and try to
find an appropriate solution, not only for the people
who manage this extractive industry but also for the
industry and the environment. That would ensure
that Lake Victoria is available for use by future
genera tions.

Tuesday, 29 March ]994

The opposition has carefully examined all aspects of
the bill. It agrees to almost every proposal contained
therein, except for that relating to Lake Victoria. I
had no choice but to move the reasoned amendment;
but if the minister is willing, we could deal with the
amendment and redraft clause 14 while the bill is
between here and the other place. Perhaps the
minister's department could do more work with the
company with the aim of reaching a long-term
resolution. Victorians could be given an opportunity
to help the company which, according to my
information, is sensitive to the needs of the
environment. Then the company could continue to
manage with confidence, enhance its employment
prospects and ensure that this important resource is
available to Victorians.
Bills of this nature bring a number of issues to the
attention of the public, including our coastal way of
life. Very few people would disagree that sun, sea,
surf and sand are four words central to one of the
defining traditions of Australian cultural life - the
beach. No doubt, a different emphasis would allow
the minister to describe it another way!
Some 80 per cent of Victorians live near the
coastline, which stretches for more than
2000 kilometres. The government must prevent any
permanent coastal damage and guard against the
total destruction of major areas of our coast. We run
the risk of not being able to swim at our beaches
without being affected by pollution. 1 emphasise the
need for the minister to enter into discussions with
Alcoa of Australia Ltd about its reserves, to see
whether mistakes can be corrected and our coast
preserved.
The minister may decide to exert some influence in
order that his colleagues the Minister for Planning,
who is the minister responsible for this area, and the
Minister for Conservation and Environment begin to
pay some attention to these important issues. The
Minister for Conservation and Environment has
already released a discussion paper detailing some
of these questions, but unfortunately his discussion
paper has a number of limitations. 1 hope we will
have the opportunity of debating the environmental
effects statement and the policy that should be in
place to deal with the deficiencies of the
government's proposition. The errors are not new.
They did not begin with the former government or
the government before that but a long time ago. Our
coastal waters are in danger of being permanently
affected by bills like this which deal with changes
that have considerable environmental effects. It is
important that the minister ensure - I am sure he
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will- that we manage our coastal waters and
waterways in a way that will enhance them for
future generations so that the land we have
inherited is left in reasonable condition.
The opposition's position is clear. If the minister is
willing we can find a way to deal with this matter
more effectively. The Lake Victoria question is
important and must be resolved rather than being
left for a future time. The bill does not provide a
resolution for the matter. In the time when the bill is
between houses I urge the government to find a
solution that will be acceptable to it, to the minister
and to the company concerned but which will also
protect the environment so that we can proudly say
that this bill has received 100 per cent support from
any parties concerned.
Mr SPRY (Bellarine) - I regard the biIllargely as
an enabling bill. I am mindful of the comments
made by the honourable member for Richmond and
the fact that he gave notice that the opposition will
support the bill but that it has difficulty with clause
14, which provides for a portion of Lake Victoria
land to be leased to enable shellgrit extraction to
take place.
Lake Victoria is in the Bellarine electorate. It is an
area with which I have had a lot to do in my 40-0dd
years on the Bellarine Peninsula. It is a sensitive
issue and must be handled carefully. I remind the
house that the bill will enable the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources to negotiate a
lease with J. McMahon and Sons, a shellgrit
company, which operates adjacent to Lake Victoria.
In his second-reading speech the minister said that
the operation of the shellgrit extraction plant will be
conducted under stringent conditions which will
form part of the lease. He said that the rehabilitation
of the lake and the amenity of the area will be
paramount to the way the matter is handled.
I was pleased to hear the comments of the
honourable member for Richmond about the
conduct of the company which operates the
extraction process. He said it was a responsible
company. The company has been operating on that
site since 1934. It is a family company which has
employed as many as 16 or 17 staff but currently it
employs eight plus the managing director, Barry
McMahon, and his two brothers. The shellgrit
extraction is a mechanical process which involves
crushing the material, washing it and processing it.
The product is then distributed to various outlets.
The company operates on private freehold land of 40
hectares to the north of Lake Victoria and adjoining
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Shell Road. In the 60 years it has been operating it
has done so in an effective, efficient and responsible
manner.
I do not know whether members of the opposition
who have spoken and who will speak on the bill
have taken the opportunity to visit the company's
operation at Lake Victoria. On Saturday I spoke to
Mr McMahon and he indicated that no opposition
member had been to the site to look at what was
going on. Shell and sand is extracted, crushed and
then treated so that the chances of pollution are
negligible. Rehabilitation is also an issue.
Shellgrit is important to the Victorian economy.
Figures indicate that approximately 600 000 dozen
eggs are sold each week from Victoria and 91 per
cent CIf customers open the egg carton to inspect the
quality of egg shells. Obviously the quality of shell
produced by hens has great bearing on the
saleability of the product. For some time the
alternatives to shellgrit have been investigated. It is
likely in this house and in another place that some
members may claim that crushed limestone could be
a viable alternative to shellgrit. I am reliably
informed by industry sources that that is not the
case. Shellgrit has an insoluble grit factor which aids
in the hen's digestion, whereas crushed limestone
does not provide that property. Other alternatives
have been investigated such as crushed scallop
shells, but research undertaken by the shellgrit
company and the Marine Science Laboratories in
Queenscliff have found problems with them.
Problems arise when trying to separate the scallop
flesh from the shell before crushing. Although I am
informed that much work has been done in this area,
the stench generated has been unacceptable and, at
this stage, the procedure is not a viable alternative.

J. McMahon and Sons is the sole supplier of shellgrit
to the entire eastern seaboard of Australia. Shellgrlt
also has the potential to be exported to Asian
markets for, among other things, lobster aquariums.
Lake Victoria is a particularly rich source of
shellgrlt, and the lease arrangements that might be
entered into by virtue of this bill are expected to
meet demand for the next 8 to 10 years.
By that time an alternative source of shellgrit may
have been found - either from refining the crushing
techniques of harvested shell products like scallops
or abalone. In any event if and when this resource is
able to be harvested, consideration of alternative
sources can be made.
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Because the lease will be finite its ramifications can
be examined when the clauses are finally
determined. In addition, the bill allows the
opportunity to undertake rehabilitation works that
are not otherwise available on Lake Victoria.
As the honourable member for Richmond said,
many issues are involved in the areas of Lake
Victoria and Swan Bay. Lake Victoria and the entire
catchment area of Swan Bay are recognised for what
they are -vital to the ecology of the creatures that
live there. Lake Victoria has been estimated by some
as being nearly five times saltier than sea water. It is
therefore considered to sustain few biological forms.
However, depending on the levels of fresh water
that enter the lake system and the effect on resident
species - both flora and fauna - that fact is open to
dispute.
As I said, Lake Victoria and Swan Bay are
recognised by the government for what they are very important to the ecological needs and
interaction of the entire Port Phillip Bay system.
However, the successful rehabilitation of the Lake
Victoria area includes the possibility of creating
island habitats.
Now that the eastern side of Lake Victoria is almost
completely surrounded by residential development
the number of feral animals is increasing all the
time. They present a threat to the bird life inhabiting
Lake Victoria, in particular.
Mention was made of the habitat of the rare and
endangered orange-bellied parrot on the south-west
corner of Lake Victoria. This is apprOximately a
kilometre away from the site on the north-east
corner of Lake Victoria, which is now under
discussion. The intrusion of feral animals into the
area would threaten the parrots. The establishment
of an island habitat in the rehabilitation of the
extraction area by McMahons would therefore be of
great benefit in trying to maintain the parrots'
viability.
My final comments concern the ongoing saga by
McMahons of searching for an alternative source of
shellgrit. I have no doubt that the previous
government was having difficulty coming to grips
with the problem. The house should recognise that
any threat to employment that threatens a number
of families in the electorate must be regarded
seriously. The problem cannot be ignored by this
house - the people responsible for making the
appropriate decisions. The needs of the families and
the people who depend on them must be taken into
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account. It is not good enough that in years past the
issue was put on the backburner.
I am particularly pleased that the government and
minister have been able to see their way clear to act
decisively in the matter and to try to bring it to a
satisfactory conclusion. This bill gives McMahons
the opportunity of negotiating with the Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources a
satisfactory lease in order to continue its important
operation on the headlands of Lake Victoria.
Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - Although I do not
wish to speak for long on the bill, I shall comment
on a few clauses. I support the amendment of the
honourable member for Richmond which seeks the
bill's withdrawal and redrafting, particularly clause
14 concerning Lake Victoria.
Clause 5 relates to the current water reserve on the
Wurdi-Youang land. The area lies within the
electorate of Geelong North and is part and parcel of
the You Yangs nature reserve and park, a park of
great natural beauty. It is well used by people from
all over Victoria, not just the locals. In holiday times
families use the park for all sorts of activities
ranging from walking through the native bushland
to barbecues. It is clearly providing a benefit to the
community.
I fully accept the minister's proposition for the
revocation of the current water supply reservations
and the move towards the land's reservation as a
bushland reserve. It is clear that the original water
supply purposes no longer apply. It is not necessary
to maintain the reserve and the move is supported.
The re-reservation is particularly important because
it is in line with the recommendations of the Land
Conservation Council. It is also important because it
reserves a prime bushland reserve for the future. I
support the move, and I am sure that the minister's
actions will be of great benefit to future Victorians.
Clause 8 revokes the reservation of land at Anglesea
currently occupied by Alcoa. The opposition has no
great difficulty with the clause but, as the
honourable member for Richmond pointed out, it
would be desirable if the minister undertook to
discuss the matter with Alcoa to see if any portion of
this area could be retained in its natural state. The
heathland around Anglesea is an important national
feature and every attempt should be made to reserve
the area so that future generations can enjoy it.
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I am sure the minister is aware of the debate about
the heathlands on the other side of Anglesea.
Although they are not related to the particular land
mentioned in the bill, it is important that those areas
which contain large numbers of native flowers and
which conservation groups have said should be
preserved are reserved. It is up to us to ensure the
protection of those areas if not for their intrinsic
value then at least for their ecotourism potential,
because many tourists from around Australia and
the world visit areas which retain their natural
settings and offer glimpses of landscapes that are
environmentally pure. 1bat includes the land
around Anglesea which contains important flora.
I agree with the approach of the honourable member
for Richmond to clause 14. Like the honourable
member for Bellarine, I am also familiar with the
area, having first spoken to Mr McMahon on the
issue some three or four years ago. There is no doubt
that Mr McMahon's business is important and, as
the honourable member for Bellarine said, it has
been operating in the area for many years with an
extremely good record. The current managing
director, Barry McMahon, has contributed to that
particular part of the state not only by prOViding
employment but also in other ways that benefit the
area.
Mr Hamilton - Through the Geelong footy club!
Mr LONEY - The honourable member for
Morwell is not quite right; Mr McMahon has been a
senior administrator with the Geelong Cricket
Association for some years and contributed to
Geelong gaining a place in district cricket this year.
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Mr Hamilton - Was the grain too large or too
fine?

Mr LONEY - I am not sure. I am assured by the
people who know that the shellgrit from that area
cannot be used. What is good for the horses is no
good for the hens.
The search for a supply of shellgrit has been
continuing for some time and the company has
looked at various sites. It was proposed that land at
Point Henry could be mined, but that proposition
ran into a number of barriers because objections
were made. Eventually the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal recommended that mining should not be
carried out on that site. I understand that before that
decision was made the McMahons were to have
been given a 12-month lease at Point Henry. I also
understand that if this bill is passed the Point Henry
proposition will no longer be an option.
Point Henry was also examined but found to be
unavailable. Bya process of elimination the Lake
Victoria site was finally approved. In his
second-reading speech the minister referred to three
sites that were being considered. I assume Lake
Victoria and pOSSibly Point Henry were two of
those. I am not sure of the third. The honourable
member for Richmond suggested that shellgrit from
the Fyansford quarries may be suitable for the
poultry industry. I am not sure whether that is
correct but it is another possibility for consideration
besides Lake Victoria.

The McMahon company is Significant for a number
of reasons. As the honourable member for Bellarine
said, the area provides an important product to an
important industry - the poultry industry -which
is important not only to this state but also to all of
eastern Australia. I do not proclaim to be an expert
on shell grit, but I have been assured by people who
know such things that the type of shellgrit required
by the poultry industry is not the same as the
shellgrit used by the trotting industry. Had that not
been the case the matter would have been resolved
some years ago.

The suggestion of the honourable member for
Richmond would satisfy concerns raised by a
number of groups, including the Geelong
Environment Council and the Swan Bay
Environment Association. It would also allow
continued discussion with the McMahon company
and others about other available options. I say that
with the full knowledge that the matter has some
urgency for the McMahons. It cannot continue
indefinitely; a decision must be made. It must be
faced up to sooner rather than later. However, the
opposition believes that if the matter can be sorted
out without controversy - that will probably arise
from the groups I have mentioned if it proceeds in
this way - it will be benefit all concerned.

The minister is probably aware that shellgrit is being
extracted at the back of the Metropolitan Farm near
Werribee, but the product extracted there is used for
trotting tracks. The McMahon company considered
extraction in that area but the shellgrit was not
suitable for their needs.

In his second-reading speech the minister gave
undertakings about licence conditions at Lake
Victoria. If a lease is allowed at Lake Victoria
stringent conditions must be applied. I understand
that the McMahon company would not in any way
oppose the imposition of conditions. It is the
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opposition's understanding - it has no reason to
doubt it - that the McMahon company has an
exceptionally good record in land rehabilitation.
The opposition also appreciates the employment
opportunities provided by a relatively small
company operating in a specialist area - the supply
of shellgrit to the poultry industry. That is the total
market of McMahons; it does not mine other forms
of shellgrit to try to supply other markets.
If lengthy delays occur in working out a resolution
the company will experience problems. There is no

doubt that lake Victoria is an important area. The
contributions of the honourable members for
Richmond and Bellarine were in accord on that
point. They also agree that lake Victoria is an
important area environmentally; it should be
preserved for the future. Competing interests are at
work and reconciliation of those interests should be
foremost in our minds.
When discussing leases at Lake Victoria the minister
needs to bring the groups together to examine the
options. The honourable member for Bellarine
mentioned the option of crushed limestone. 1 do not
agree. It is my understanding that there is no
substitute for shellgrit in the poultry industry.
Lake Victoria and similar areas need our protection.
We must think of the future. The proposed seven or
eight-year lease may not be the right way to go. The
opposition seeks an assurance that every i will be
dotted and that every t will be crossed before a
decision is made about Lake Victoria. That is the
reason for the reasoned amendment. The opposition
believes it is valid to seek those requirements prior
to issuing the lease.
I assume the minister will deal with those issues in
his closing remarks. 1 conclude in general terms:
land bills of this nature are important Compared
with some other bills, they may seem to be relatively
uncontroversial and insignificant; however, many of
these bills are concerned with looking to the future.
We have a responsibility to the next generation and
the generations after that. We must exercise that
responsibility clearly, concisely and cleverly.
Although at the outset 1 said the opposition does not
disagree with the minister, it believes there is time
for a little more caution with clause 14 and Lake
Victoria.
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - I support the
bill, particularly part 2 and, more particularly, clause
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3, which deals with the Yarram Memorial Gardens. I
say at the outset that this is a red-letter day for the
Yarram community because the benefits the bill
brings have been sought by the people of Yarram
since 1878. The history and significance of the
legislation to the people of Yarram bears some
telling.
Yarram, which is one of the loveliest towns in South
Gippsland, has a population of approximately 2100.
It was one of Victoria's earliest settlements; it is only
a few kilometres to the north of Port Albert, which
was the site of the first white settlement in Victoria.
The Alberton Primary School, the no. 1 primary
school in Victoria, is about 5 kilometres south of
Yarram. The township is well supported
commercially by a strong agricultural base. It is a
centre for the operation of the Plantation
Corporation and for the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources and has a
strong educational base, with the Yarram Secondary
College, the Yarram Primary School and the Catholic
primary school. It also has a marvellous hospital - I
had the pleasure of having the rural hospital task
force come to Yarram to investigate that facility. The
Murray-Goulbum milk processing factory at Yarram
employs about 20 people at what is its principal
dairying laboratory in Victoria. Yarram has had its
own newspaper since 1875, and the paper has been
published in the names of only three families. The
Giles family has owned and operated the newspaper
since about 1971.
The information is relevant because the Yarram
Bowls Club, which will be a beneficiary of the
legislation, is part of the fabric of the Yarram
township. For many decades it has sought to
overcome a problem that will be resolved by the bill.
The club's site presently straddles an area of its
privately registered. title and part of the Yarram
Memorial Gardens. The impact of clause 3 will be to
declare that part of the gardens which is straddled
by the bowls club to be unalienated land of the
Crown. That will allow the club to buy the land,
which in turn will enable the two titles to be
amalgamated. to allow the club to have its own title
and to go about the works it wishes to pursue.
The gardens occupy an area of 8000 square metres
that was the subject of an 1878 deed of trust created
by John Walsh. For many years the purpose of the
deed was to allow the land to be used as a cemetery.
It was not unti11911 that burials at that cemetery
ceased and a new cemetery was located outside
Yarram. In 1917, some 16 years after the passage of
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the Yarram Lands Act 1911, the shire decided that it
would be ideal if the site, which adjoined an hotel,
were to be vacated and the remains of those who
were buried in that area were to be exhumed and
removed to the new cemeterj site. The power to
give effect to that aim was achieved under the
provisions of the Yarram Lands Act.
The transfer of the bodies from the previous
cemetery site to the new cemetery site was effected.
The act also vested the original cemetery site in the
Shire of Alberton to be used as a leisure ground or a
place of public resort or recreation. It also provided
for the vesting to commence from a date to be fixed
by Governor in Council after being satisfied that the
transfer of bodies and other associated matters were
completed to his satisfaction.
There are no records to show that the Governor in
Council took the appropriate action to satisfy the
requirements of the Yarram Lands Act. That act was
repealed in 1974, which effectively left the area in
question in limbo. The matter was brought to a head
last year when the Yarram Bowls Club submitted a
proposal to the council to extend its facilities but
was unable to do so because it was not the registered
proprietor of the whole of the land with which it
wished to deal. The bill will overcome that
deficiency.
I am indebted to Prances Hewett, Secretary of the
Yarram Bowls Club, who has provided me with
details of the history of the club. The Yarram Bowls
Club was established on 3 April 1919 and has gone
through various stages of development. It has had a
close association with the shire, which has been very
cooperative in assisting the development of the club
over the years.
It was not until 29 November 1924 that the bowling

green was officially opened. Over subsequent years
the facilities have been improved. In 1961 a new
clubhouse was erected and since 1975 three
extensions have been built. In 1989 the council
resolved that the area of land that is the subject of
this legislation be sold to the bowls club. It was not
until some time later that the complication reso!ved
by the bill emerged.
The bowls club is part of the proud history of
Yarram. Over the years its membership has
contributed about $260 000 to the development of
the club's facilities, completely apart from the
thousands of hours members have contributed frem
time to time to the development of the amenities.
The dub started ail those years ago with 20 members
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and now has about 230 members. It is competitive in
the region and provides a tremendous facility for not
only the citizens of the Shire of Alberton but also
those of the township of Yarram in particular.
The club has tried to resolve this matter with various
governments over a long period. It is a delight to
me, and I am sure that delight will be shared by the
membership of the bowls club, that at long last the
bill will solve this longstanding problem.
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I endorse the
remarks made by the honourable member for
Gippsland South about the township ofYarram, a
town that deserves support. I direct to the attention
of the Minister for Natural Resources the fact that
the transfer of land via the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources often takes a
long time. I know of examples where it has taken 10
or 11 years. I trust the Yarram Bowls Club will be
able to have this transfer executed in reasonable time
to enable it to get on with the extensions to its club.
The bill gathers together a lot of loose ends and
corrects a number of problems that have arisen with
small areas of land because of the inadvertent failure
of various bodies to take action. It is not surprising
that such bills are needed as people examine
changes in the use or occupation of pieces of land.
When title searches are carried out it is often found
that slight anomalies need to be corrected. I
congratulate the government on continuing the
practise tha t has been followed since the 1900s when
the Victorian Parliament first attacked some of these
difficult problems.
Considerable Significance is attached to land used
for cemeteries and controlled by cemetery trusts.
Burial sites are always treated with reverence.
Cemeteries have been important to the various
religious groups that have occupied Australia since
1788, and I believe we have sufficient tradition of
our own to realise that the same importance should
be placed on sacred Aboriginal sites. I know that
over the years the department has tried to ensure the
protection of sacred sites, and I trust that will
continue.
I endorse part 4 of the bill, which deals with land at
Romsey. In the second-reading speech the minister
stated:
Over time the reserve has been extensively d-eveioped
as a sporting centre, with facilities including outdoor
tennis courts and char.ge rooms, a golf course, a
trotting training track and indoor sports facilities for
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netball, squash, volleyball and basketball. This
development is inconsistent with the existing
reservation of the area as a public park. In addition, the
publicly elected committee of management for the park
is unable to grant longer-term tenures to the various
groups using and developing the reserve's facilities
because of the provisions in the Crown Land (Reserves)
Act 1978 which preclude the grant of tenures over land
reserved as public park.

The legislation assures community groups, who are
the users of the area, of their tenure so they can
manage and develop the reserve. I support that
move, and I am sure every community group that
has occupied Crown land and seen it developed for
recreational and sporting facilities appreciates that
unless those parts of the agreement and tenures of
the land are clearly spelt out there will be problems.
The opposition supports what the government is
doing as a general principle, and also what is
happening in Romsey.
I could not let the debate pass without commenting
on Alcoa's small brown coalmining operation near
Anglesea. The opposition notes that a drafting error
is being corrected, although I point out that it is a
while since we mined brown coal with 'draft' horses!
I should like to mention briefly the transfer of land
in Ballarat to the Ballarat Water Board, as it is now
called. For many years it was the Ballarat Water
Commission, which had a long and proud history.
Until recently Ballarat was justified in its claim that
it had the purest water supply in Australia.
I understand from some of my former students who
work at the Ballarat Water Board that the quality of
the water has recently deteriorated because of
certain changes that have taken place; however, the
catchment area is very important not only to Ballarat
but also to Geelong and Creswick. The reservoirs
that the Ballarat Water Board owns and controls
from its offices in Ballarat are well known to me
because I grew up there and when my father
worked for the water commission we occupied a
house between the Beale and Pincott reservoirs.
I know the other reservoirs very well and they are
also important. The storage capacity of the White
Swan Reservoir, which was constructed in the early
to mid-1950s, was greater than that of the other
reservoirs combined, which ensured a constant
supply of water for Ballarat.
The legislation transfers 2259 square metres of land
in the Township of Ballarat, Parish of Ballarat, being
Crown allotment SA according to section 13B of the
principal act for the purposes of water supply. That
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site is where the commission built its original offices,
which are to be sold. The original piece of land,
which was set aside for water supply purposes, will
now be developed to raise revenue for the Ballarat
Water Board. I hope that move will keep the water
rates down in Ballarat.
I should like to quote from Ballarat, a Brief History by
Mr A. W. Strange, published in Kilmore in 1971,
which states at page 67:
If the present government is sincere in its claim to

develop regional centres in the state, Ballarat could
develop further. This should be assisted by the
completion in the near future of the freeway to Ballarat.
This dual section of the Western Highway may yet
prove to be the greatest thing that any state
government has done for Ballarat in a century.

It sounds as though it could have been written
today! My argument is that not much changes and
that change occurs very slowly. I hope the board will
develop the land as quickly as possible.

Having reminisced for a few minutes I should like to
mention the part of the bill that deals with the
Thomson River railway bridge at Walhalla. Some
eXciting things are happening in that part of the
world. I believe the minister recently went there to
see the goldfields near the Walhalla railway line,
which are being developed as a major tourist
attraction. The committee of management has been
enthusiastic in getting the project under way. The
plan is to recreate the old railway line from Moe to
Walhalla:'I doubt whether some honourable
members will see it. Perhaps the honourable
member for Altona may get to see it, although the
minister and I may not.
The committee comprises an enthusiastic group of
people who have been successful in attracting
support and funds from the federal government, but
not much from the state government. However the
committee members are hopeful, and I will certainly
be supporting them in their endeavours to obtain
funding from the state government for this project.
The project is important and has a long history. The
old goldfields railway line from Moe to Walhalla
carried a great deal of gold and was an important
link. Now it is a popular tourist site, although it is a
pity that the old pub in the area burned down a
while ago. However the site has its own unique
attraction.
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The bill revokes the Railways (Thomson River
Bridge) Act which came into being on 3 April 1962.
At that time there was a very strong union which
was led by a Mr Brown, who was a leading light and
who I am sure was not always popular with the
government in 1962.
The Thomson River railway bridge legislation was
part of the Railways Dismantling Act, so the Liberal
government did not start dismantling railways,
especially those running from Sale to Baimsdale, in
1992; it started doing so back in 1962. The
government not only closed the railway down; it
wanted to get rid of the responsibility of looking
after the Thomson River railway bridge, which had
been detennined to be of historical Significance. The
old Thomson River trestle bridge is near Walhalla,
so the act was in fact divesting the railways of the
ownership and vesting it in the Shire of Narracan.
The preamble to the Railways (Thomson River
Bridge) Act of 1962 states:
And whereas it is expedient that the said bridge should
be preserved and that it should be divested from the
said Commissioners and vested in the President
Councillors and Ratepayers of the Shire of Narracan:

There was a very clear intention of the government
of the day that the bridge over the Thomson River
should be preserved. Further on in the act it allocates
under law the right of the shire to carry out repairs
on the railway bridge, including the earthen
embankment approaches on either side of it and
Crown land.
The act also states that the Shire of Narracan shall
not allow the bridge to fall into such a state of
disrepair that it blocks the Thomson River; that was
before the Thomson Dam was constructed a few
years ago.
Section 6 of the act states that:
The shire shall not permit the flow of the Thomson
River to be interfered with by reason of the disrepair of
the bridge.

Section 7 is a worry: one can either admire the
altruism of the Shire of Narracan or the fact that
work cost a lot of money, because it provides:
If at any future time the Shire no longer desires to
preserve the bridge the Shire shall dismantle and
remove the supports and all parts of the superstructure
thereof and upon the completion of the dismantling of
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the supports and superstructure the land vested in the
Shire by this Act shall be divested from the Shire and
shall again be and be deemed to be unalienated land. of
the Crown.

lbat means that if the Shire of Narracan had, with
lack of forethought, dragged the bridge down and I would like to give it credit for not having done
that - there would have been no need for part of
the legislation that is before us today, because the
reservation would have been revoked and the land
returned to the Crown.
It is important to note that the bill will enable the
committee of management for the Walhalla
goldfield railway project to open up 400 metres of
railway line using some ex-rolling stock from the
SEC, being the old brown coal railway line between
Morwell and Yallourn. There has been cooperation
between the SEC - which unfortunately has been
dismantled, busted up, crucified, destroyed or
whatever word appropriately describes what the
government did to it after 75 years of operation and the project committee.

The tourist railway committee has been able to
obtain funds and support from the federal
government for work programs involving the
unemployed in the restructure of the railway. The
Thomson River bridge project will require large
amounts of funding and a great deal of work before
it is opened, and I am sure it will certainly be a
major tourist attraction like the townships of Erica
and Rawson towards Walhalla, which are lovely
spots to have a picnic.
One only has to catch the train and travel 400 metres
to see some ef the most exciting and beautiful bush
country in Victoria - probably the world: it is
unique and truly magnificent country.
The old Thomson River trestle bridge is worth
travelling a long way to see. It is a very tall bridge: it
stands at least tens of metres above the river level
and is perhaps more than 100 metres in total height.
The bridge is a credit to the engineers and workmen
who constructed it, considering the limited technical
resources that were available in those early days. It
is something that we should all be very proud of and
we should appreciate the fact that the railway
commissioners in those days and the Shire of
Narracan did not destroy the bridge and that it is to
be refurbished and enjoyed not just by the local
people, but by people from all over Australia and
international tourists.
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I do not want to address the shellgrit argument:
suffice it to say that it is of concern to opposition
members, and we ask the government to consider
alternatives.
Geelong provides shellgrit for the whole of the
poultry industry in Australia, and there is not much
encouragement for the exploration of shellgrit as it is
not a profitable business. However, I would have
thought there would be some competition
somewhere. It is to be hoped that the shellgrit
industry will not be like the electricity industry,
where people talk about competition but
immediately set up private monopolies so that there
cannot be any competition.
The opposition asks the government to consider
alternative suppliers of shell grit. I am sure that if
people took an entrepreneurial interest in the
poultry industry they would be looking into the
supply of shellgrit from places other than Lake
Victoria, which is much smaller than and nowhere
near as Significant as Lake Victoria on the Gippsland
Lakes.
Mr HONEYWOOD (Warrandyte) - I wish to
raise a few brief points on the bill and to address in
the main part 9, which deals with Lake Victoria
land -otherwise known in the debate so far as the
shellgrit issue.
Before I refer to shellgrit, it is important to note that
in almost every session Parliament is called on to
deal with a bill such as this because it is part of the
workings of good government. In other words, in
many areas throughout the state the historical use of
Crown land is no longer appropriate and therefore it
is the responsibility of parliamentarians to decide on
how Crown land can be used to the advantage of
large or small regional communities.
I commend the bill to the house because in virtually
every case the communities involved will gain,
whether it be Romsey Park under part 4 of the bill,
the Yarram Memorial Gardens, about which I
understand the honourable member for Gippsland
South has already made a contribution, the Anglesea
land, the cemetery land, and so on. They are all of
specific benefit to communities that have previously
used Crown land and in future may wish to use it
for purposes more relevant to the current situation.
Of course, the Thomson River railway bridge stands
out in that regard. The present government listens to
what communities want and cooperates with them
to provide appropriate utilisation of Crown land. It
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must ensure that, where pOSSible, bills of this nature
are given a swift passage through parliament.
The opposition's attention has homed in on part 9 of
the bill. Rather than supporting the government and
congratulating it on assisting with the needs of
communities throughout the state, including the
private sector's need to make profit while being
environmentally sensitive, the opposition has
targeted the shellgrit industry for cheap political
gain.
I make it clear that to date all authorities on the issue
have given evidence that shellgrit is an extractive
industry, and when the remnant sand from the
extraction process is replaced, provided it is done in
an environmentally sensitive manner, lake
environments can be enhanced rather than
destabilised, as the opposition would wish
honourable members to believe.
When it comes to providing employment for an area
which, because of the Labor government's financial
ineptitude, has been completely and utterly
devastated - I refer to the Pyramid Building Society
disaster and others - it is an indictment of the
opposition to move an amendment that will deprive
the residents of Geelong of an industry that has the
potential to earn export dollars simply because the
opposition wants to make a cheap political point.
As is usual for the current government, the matter
will not be entered into without the proper
environmental impact statements and so on being
conducted. It will ensure that before the proposed
operations commence the proper processes will have
been carried out.
The opposition is being shortsighted and negative in
attacking part 9 of the bill. I will leave it at that,
other than to say that all the elements of the bill
must be considered because they apply to specific
communities. In relation to the shellgrit operation,
the government has been given firm assurances
from experts in the field that a low environmental
impact is achievable and that the mining may well
enhance the environment of Lake Victoria rather
than degrade it, as the opposition would wish
honourable members to believe.
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - Today many
honourable members have spoken about the
importance of public land, pointing out that in
almost every sessional period bills such as this are
debated in the house. I can imagine the thoughts
that may have crossed the minds of some members
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during our history lessons, but I have actually
enjoyed hearing about Yarram and the importance
of the use of that public land and other areas of
interest. It is interesting to consider why members
speak about the history of an area. The way land has
been divided throughout the history of white
settlement is very much part of the history of
Australia and Victoria.
I shall refer to an interesting book written by a
person well known to most of us, Ray Wright,
entitled The Bureaucrats' Domain. The book sets out
the history of how we came about acquiring our
public land. It captures the important role of public
servants and how they played their part in making
sure that Victoria had a variety of public land
available to it not only as reserves for preserving
flora and fauna but also for recreation, which is
extremely important. I may not necessarily agree
with all the recreational uses; cricket, football and
other masculine pursuits are usually talked about
because the majority of public land is used for male
recreation. However, that is not the issue currently
being debated.
The book is well worth reading. I will not read great
slabs from it, but I recommend it to everyone. It sets
out how Victorians took up the yeoman-farmer
myth and how we went about developing our land.
This matter been discussed at length in the Mabo
issue -land was deemed to be Crown land and
then it was used for farming. Various names we
know well, such as Hoddle, La Trobe and Clarke,
are mentioned in the book. Those names are
remembered not only in Melbourne but also in
towns where various streets are named after the
surveyors who helped to set out areas of public land.
The bill deals with areas of land which were set
aside for public use and which are no longer used
for that purpose. The opposition is in agreement
with all the areas except the Lake Victoria land and
has put forward a proposition on how this issue
should be handled.
The history of European settlement reveals that land
has been divided for not only farming but also
recreation purposes. As previous speakers have
said, it is important that the government respond to
the needs of the community but it is also necessary
that a watchful eye is kept to ensure that public
opinion does not run counter to the lessons of
history.
Our history has been one of making public land
freely available for general use. Victoria does not
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have the restrictions on the use of land that many
other countries have. We have a unique situation.
Much of our public land carries the names of those
who have done a great deal to ensure that it was
used in the way it was first intended.

The Bureaucrats' Domain documents those people
who wished to exploit the land. This exploitation is
necessary if we are to maintain our living standards.
The book documents the battles to ensure the
availability of public land. It is our responsibility to
ensure that it remains available. In fact it is our duty!
The bill makes that provision.
Most speakers have referred to areas which they
have used or which are part of their electorates. The
areas about which I was going to speak have already
been canvassed. I have selected the Yarram
Memorial Gardens, although I will not go through
their history. The gardens have a long history that
reflects the way in which the use of land has
changed with the needs of various generations. They
include the burial areas that were touched on by
other honourable members. The honourable
member for Morwell drew our attention to the
importance of the burial grounds. The
responsibilities of the Yarram Cemetery Trust have
changed and that particular piece of land is now
needed by a bowling club, which will bring many
hours of pleasurable recreation to many people.
Both genders enjoy bowling clubs and the activity is
not restricted to senior members of the community,
though it is often associated with them.
I compliment the minister on the detail contained in
his second-reading speech. Honourable members
are interested in public land and the bill provides
sufficient detail so that they know specifically what
is intended.
Romsey Park was set aside as a public park in 1883.
That is probably mentioned in the book, because it is
the wont of public servants to go into great detail. It
is an interesting case. In his second-reading speech
the minister said further land was reserved in 1964.
That reserve has been extensively developed as a
sporting centre. The honourable member for
Morwell detailed the facilities at that sporting centre,
which is reasonably balanced for the genders. The
bill provides for the continuation of the management
role of the centre committee. Obviously it is doing
an excellent job.
Another area in which I am interested is the
Thomson River railway bridge. The honourable
member for Morwell drew a picture in words which
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made it a tempting place to visit for any honourable
member who is interested in our natural areas. I look
forward to the work that the Walhalla tourist
railway committee will be able to do under the bill.
Many of our public areas are visited by tourists from
within Victoria who wish to explore their state as
well as by interstate and overseas visitors. It has
been found that tourists from overseas are returning
to visit Victoria after first visiting on package tours. I
understand those who are returning are spending
more money than they did on their first package
tours. Victoria's public lands are a wonderful asset.
It is important that we look after them by managing
them to ensure that we can share them through this
growing industry. Their management must be
tempered with a consideration of conservation
issues because human beings are the enemy of
natural environments; but we should not have to
experience the restrictions in place in many other
parts of the world.
The honourable member for Morwell spoke about
the history of the Thomson River railway bridge
which I am pleased will be preserved under the bill.
The honourable member for Geelong North spoke
about the Anglesea heathland. The bill provides for
different types of activity on other Anglesea land but
we should also be mindful that the Anglesea
heathland is important and must be cared for. I am
sure that will be done.
Clause 14 has created the most discussion. It deals
with Lake Victoria land and its use by the shellgrit
extraction industry for the poultry industry. Eggs
are an important part of a good diet, which we are
fortunate to have in Victoria. Victoria's egg industry
is an important part of its agriculture. Honourable
members have been given a lesson on the quality of
shellgrit, its availability and the research that has
been done into substitutes for it. It will be necessary
to find either an alternative site for the mining of
shellgrit or an alternative to the product itself. The
Lake Victoria site on the Bellarine Peninsula has a
life of only 7 to 8 years and there is a need to find an
answer to the problem.
Many honourable members have spoken in support
of the reasoned amendment, which provides that the
bill be withdrawn and redrafted. Some honourable
members have said that is irresponsible. The
opposition acknowledges not only that the mining of
shellgrit is an important part of the egg industry but
also that it provides employment for the family
referred to - and jobs are important to people. As
all honourable members know, it is devastating if
any member of a family is without work, so it is
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important to take that into account. Opposition
members are well aware of that situation. They are
aware of the need for the industry and does not wish
to see it closed down.
Lake Victoria is also important. I have family living
on the Bellarine Peninsula and have often visited the
area. The local landscape is a popular subject for
local people and I have seen many fine paintings of
the area. I have also visited the area with
conservationists. It contains vegetation that is
important for the orange-bellied parrot. Although
the gathering of shellgrit is not carried on in areas
where the orange-bellied parrot has been Sighted, it
is necessary to preserve a wide environment for
such species. That environment is provided by the
lake.
The honourable member for Bellarine argued that
the many feral animals in the area were a problem in
its preservation. It is not a good argument to say that
because a major problem exists we can go ahead
with another industry. Any disturbance of an
environment by an industry will involve a risk to
that environment and it is important to consider
carefully how the industry should operate. All
contributors to the debate have acknowledged that
the family currently running the industry has an
excellent record on its use of and ability to restore
the environment. I have no doubt that that is true.
However, I think we must also take account of the
concerns of others in the area who have studied the
ma tter more than I.
Members of the Geelong Environment Council have
written to the minister expressing their concerns
about clause 14 of the bill. They explain that Lake
Victoria is a nature reserve that, as part of the
wetlands system, is linked with Swan Bay. The
council believes it is an inappropriate area for the
mining of shellgrit. No environmental assessment
has been carried out. Although we have been given
assurances by government members that that will
happen, the situation must be clarified and perhaps
provided for in any future bill.
The council is also concerned that the consultation
on or notice of change in use of this public land has
been limited. Its members believe that if clause 14
were withdrawn and rewritten they would have
more opportunity of involvement in the process.
Many people have suggested that the council does
not understand the shellgrit industry, but if
everyone can get together a solution can be found.
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The president of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club,
in a letter published in the Geelong News of 29 March,
expresses that body's concerns about what is
happening and asks that the situation be further
examined.
The Swan Bay Environment Association has written
to the minister expressing its concerns and asking
that they be taken into account. In its letter the
association registers its objection to clause 14. As
was pointed out by government members, it is
important that the community is listened to. In this
case members of the community have a particular
interest and should be listened to. They are
concerned that Swan Bay may be polluted by this
industry. Every day there are newspaper reports
from around the world of pollution as a result of the
activities of man. Sometimes situations get out of
hand, often through an unintended mistake. Today a
report appeared in the press about the pollution of
the Swan River as the result of a breakdown in the
electricity supply. We must be careful about
sensitive areas such as the Lake Victoria-Swan Bay
area. We cannot ignore the messages sent by the
people of the Bellarine Peninsula.
Although we acknowledge everything said by the
industry, we have to find an alternative. An
extensive examination of the egg industry may be
required to determine how we produce our eggs and
why we need shellgrit. Although I am sure research
has been done in this area, more is needed.
The industry has been asked many questions about
the welfare of animals - the chooks, as we call
them. And I hope the govenunent research
continues. We need to ensure that our eggs are of the
strength required without having to use this natural
resource for that purpose in the long term.
Public land is vitally important. It is part of
Victoria's standard of living. Every time a bill comes
before us we must be vigilant to ensure that our
history is maintained. Previous generations ensured
not only that they passed on productive agricultural
land, but also that public land was available for
recrea tion.
Although the opposition supports the bill it moved a
reasoned amendment for its withdrawal so that we
can deal with the problems surrounding the shellgrit
industry and preserve the Lake Victoria area of the
Bellarine Peninsula to give the orange-bellied parrot
a fighting chance of being with us in the future.
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Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - Although I
support the reasoned amendment, I do not oppose
the bill. I listened with interest to the previous
speaker's comments about shellgrit. Although I do
not profess to be an expert on shellgrit, after visiting
the electora te of the honourable member for Altona
on the weekend and seeing the wonderful
innovations in the chemical industry, I am sure we
will eventually find a substitute for shellgrit. It may
be that some plasticised material is able to be
recycled. Although we will need to get the hens on
side I am sure the plastics industry will come up
with some innovation along those lines. Shellgrit is a
non-renewable resource and we have to look for
innovative ways to look after those resources in the
future.
Recently the electorate of Springvale, which I
represent, hosted an exhibition of wildflowers. A
local artist painted 60 species of wild flowers, some
of which were becoming extinct by the day. We need
to look after what is left of the environment; it is our
heritage. I represent much of the industrialised
sector of the community and it has real concerns
about the environment and our heritage. Anything
we can do to respond to that challenge is important.
The bill makes a contribution along those lines. It
helps to rationalise and organise some of the existing
treaties or arrangements for ownership and control
of public land. It certainly goes a long way towards
sorting out some of the aberrations of our colonial
past.
It is about time we came to terms with some of those

issues. I hope it is not merely a mechanism for
transferring public land to private interests.
Although there is nothing wrong with selling off
land that is surplus to requirements, some public
land needs to be treated well and kept for public use.
Some areas are environmentally fragile; it does not
take much to upset the balance of nature and cause
irreparable damage. One has only to look at the
mining areas around Ballarat and Bendigo to see150 years later - the mess made by early pioneers.
In their ignorance they dug up land with very
shallow topsoil. Into the resulting holes people have
thrown galvanised iron; the holes are full of leachate
and other rotting material that is our heritage. Some
of the land will take generations to recover -if
ever. It is sad that in some cases the land yielded
only a few ounces of gold.
These are the issues about which the opposition is
concerned. The bill is acceptable in that it provides
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for the revocation of reservations described in the
schedules. The honourable member for Warrandyte
said the government listens to the community. I
hope that is true; from its other representations to
the government the opposition has the impression
that the government does not listen.
In the case of MOWlt Stirling the government has
listened reluctantly to the mass of opposition
mobilised against it on environmental groWlds. It
showed that the community is strongly committed
to and concerned about the preservation of that part
of the past which is good and which has to be
handed down to future generations. Although the
recession and Wlemployment tend to push
conservation and environmental issues backwards
somewhat, concern is still present especially with
younger generations who appreciate those issues
today.

The key concern of the opposition is the extraction of
shellgrit, which is a non-renewable resource, on the
Lake Victoria site. If that activity is not subject to
proper guidelines and controls, we could do
irreparable damage to the area.
Previous speakers have mentioned the concerns of
environmental groups and the community that Lake
Victoria remain as a recreational area. The lake with
its beautiful bird life and wild flowers must be
looked after and handed on to future generations. It
is vital that those issues be addressed.
In his second-reading speech the minister said that

sites with viable quantities of shellgrit are limited.
That is one reason why the government has
considered options for the long-term survival of a
shellgrit extraction business operating on private
land near Lake Victoria. The company is seeking to
dredge what it believes is a small portion of land some 12 hectares or 9 per cent of the 140 hectares
that constitute Lake Victoria. The government must
carefully monitor the company's activities on that
site.
The house has been told that the government will
ensure t.~at an environment effects statement is
provided to set the parameters for any intervention
in the area. I hope the environmental study is
undertaken properiy and the rehabilitation of the
lake will be, as the minister's second-reading speech
states, a key issue. The minister also said that the
long-term quality and management of the lake as a
conservation reserve is important. I ask the minister
to guarantee that that is a primary aim of the
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government and that it will ensure that the
responsibility is carried out diligently.
I have no problems with other areas of the bill,
which have been well and truly covered by earlier
speakers. The reasoned amendment moved by the
shadow Minister for Planning, which seeks to have
the bill withdrawn and redrafted to provide for
alternative ways of sourcing material to avoid
excavating parts of areas that have been declared
permanent wildlife reserves, such as that located at
Lake Victoria near Point Lonsdale, is a sensible
approach to the issue. It is important that all parties
consider alternatives.
At the beginning of my speech I jokingly referred to
plastics as an alternative to shellgrit, which is at
present not a plentiful resource, but there may be
more appropriate alternatives. I well recall when!
was a boy my father throwing shellgrit to the chooks
we kept on our property to ensure that the eggs they
laid did not crack eaSily. Our self-sustaining
household was then able to keep the eggs for many
weeks. Although it is important that the egg
industry have good quality eggs, we must balance
that with the need for environmental sensitivity. I
am not trying to deprive the egg industry of its
much-needed nourishment, but governments must
take into account the environmental concerns of the
community. When the minister closes the debate I
hope he responds to that important issue.
Mr COLE (Melbourne) - I support the reasoned
amendment moved by the shadow Minister for
Planning. All issues associated with public land are
serious, so the use of amending bills to excise certain
pieces of land should be regarded with caution.
Although it may be appropriate for the government
to introduce such a comprehensive bill to cover
many land issues affecting the state, I will raise a
few matters that are of concern to my constituents
and me.
The first concerns part 7 of the bill, which deals with
public park reserves in East Melbourne, especially
Yarra Park. Residents of East Melbourne have
suffered for a long time as a result of action taken by
governments in the Yarra Park area.
The first matter - and perhaps the only one - to be
considered concerns the excision of certain land that
was used for the widening of PWlt Road. Although
it is a matter of form rather than substance that
legislation is now being introduced to excise certain
parcels of land, it is important to remind the house
tha t the widening of Punt Road was necessary for
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the improvement of Melbourne's road network.
Unfortunately, it also had another effect. It
contributed to what might be termed the ungreening
of Melbourne.
From 1985 to 1988 I was a Melbourne city councillor;
it was a time when the council was actively at odds

with the Cain Labor government and the fonner
Victorian Football League over the use of Yarra
Park. There were myriad issues facing all parties but
one was the widening of Punt Road, which had
become a major bottleneck near the approach of
what was then known as the South-Eastern Freeway.
It was vital that the government of the day take
action to improve the flow. of traffic. Punt Road
should still be avoided at certain times of the night
because of minor congestion resulting from motor
vehicles travelling along Lansdowne Street and
adjacent streets past the Melbourne Cricket Ground.
The effect on local residents and the city of
Melbourne of improving the flow of traffic along
Punt Road has been to transfonn formerly beautiful
parkland into busy roads and further congest the
areas with motor vehicles. Although it is probably
unavoidable that our society must accommodate
cars in that area, it is a shame that it has had to
happen.
Local parkland is affected every time there is a road
widening or an extension of the conditions of use of
the MCG. Not so long ago the Melbourne City
Council was locked in debate with a former Premier,
John Cain, over the construction of the National
Tennis Centre at Flinders Park because it was taking
up a substantial amount of parkland. That was one
rare occasion when I, rightly or wrongly, was in
agreement with the current Premier, then the Leader
of the Opposition, who quite vociferously said the
tennis centre should not be built at Flinders Park
because of the loss of parkland. That argument
probably does not apply these days to the grand prix
proposed for Albert Park or for numerous other
issues affecting Yarra Park, but it is a generic issue
that crosses all political parties. It is important to
address the more fundamental issues of
conservation in our society, as well as those affecting
inner city parkland.
Many beautiful parklands, of which Yarra Park is
but one, have changed dramatically in the city of
Melbourne. Yarra Park has two major problems. The
first is its proximity to Punt Road. Will that road be
widened again? Will traffic have to be diverted
further through the parklands?
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The second, and most important, is the overuse of
Yarra Park by cars because of the increased usage of
the MCG throughout the year. It is not an
insignificant point because several years ago about
18 football games and 4 finals matches were played
at the MCG. Of course, that was before they
invented the final 8 or the final 15 or whatever it is.
The impact on parkland was bad then, with
relatively few matches. Now, including night games,
about 46 matches are played at the ground during
the football season, which does not take into account
the number of cricket matches and, to a lesser extent,
the use of the tennis centre.
It is not something that should be entered into
lightly, and governments should consider carefully
the grotesque damage that will result in the
parklands. Although I do not attend football or
cricket matches on a regular basis, when I do, I
notice the extraordinary damage done to the
parkland by motor vehicles, to say nothing of the
impact on the local residents. I acknowledge that
those people who live in the area bought homes
there willingly, knowing that the Melbourne Cricket
Ground was there, but I am sure that at the time
they bought land in the area they did not expect the
massive changes in the size of and activity at that
facility.

As I said earlier, since the 1970s the number of
football matches played at the MCG has increased
from 18 to 46, and there seems to be no limitation to
how often the ground is used. The Yarra Park oval
could easily be used for games in the morning, the
afternoon and the evening, but that should be
condemned.
The installation of lights was the most unfortunate
change to Yarra Park, or the East Melbourne public
park reserve as it is referred to in the bill. There is no
doubt that the lights have been a major factor in
changing the nature of the MCG. For some time,
rather than being a recreation park, Yarra Park has
been a giant car park which, although unavoidable
in the circumstances, is undesirable.

It has also been discovered that the National Tennis
Centre does not have enough car parking for its
patrons, so Yarra Park is used extensively for that
purpose, which is a further burden on the parkland.
Although the bill does not stop that - it only
recognises what is happening at Punt Road - this
opportunity should be taken to consider the
greening of Melbourne, particularly when a great
deal of land was used for the construction of the
tennis centre.
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I also note that the land at the Swan Street army
depot is no longer being used and I hope that in the
not-too-distant future it becomes parkland. 1

understand that the land was once used by Scotch
College as an oval and it will be used once again as a
sports ground. It is probably more desirable that the
land be used for that purpose than for an army
depot.
The bill refers to major parkland and simply restates
the position concerning the widening of part of Punt
Road. I am not denying that the widening of Punt
Road was important, but 1 opposed it because it
resulted in the loss of valuable parkland. I thought it
was more important to protect valuable parkland
and look at other methods of resolving transport
problems than widen the road.
Horticultural staff do not take lightly what has
happened to Yarra Park. At times the damage done
to the park is so terrible that large squads are sent to
clean it up.
The honourable member for Springvale referred to
the lease for the extraction of shellgrit. The
opposition is concerned about that provision
because shellgrit is a non-renewable resource and
the granting of royalties and rights to people so that
they can mine or gather shellgrit should be
considered carefully.
It would be remiss of me not to mention the
Supreme Court limitation jurisdiction. The
government is succeeding in its attempts to make
itself totally unaccountable to the legal system; in
fact it is becoming a hobby for the government to
abolish any body that may have jurisdiction over it.
Rulh1g out the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court is
all part and parcel of the various methods and
weapons the government uses so that it is no longer
accountable to the courts. The most recent example
of that is the government's use of section 61 of the
Constir.ltion to ensure t.ltat the Premier was not
accountable to the Supreme Court. I have been
informed that some Supreme Court judges are
concerned about the considerable breakdown of the
separation of powers between the executive and
Parliament. Limiting the jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court is a dangerous principle. We should fight
against anything that attempts to do that and let the
government know that there is no need to limit the
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. There is no more
fundamental and basic right than the right of people
involved in activities on Crown land to appeal to the
Supreme Court. Tnose rights should not be taken
away from them.
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Members of the government treat the limitation of
jurisdiction provision with disdain and disrespect.
In effect the government is saying it will not be
subject to scrutiny by the Supreme Court. There is
no need for the inclusion of the provision. Litigious
matters should be settled by the Supreme Court,
which has the power to award compensation, not by
the government's saying, 'You have no rights of
appeal on any decision that is made'. An aggrieved
person should have the right to appeal to an
independent umpire, but the legislation denies
people that right.
I am concerned about Yarra Park. I have

considerable affection for the park and for the
Melbourne Cricket Ground, which is a state facility
and a major tourist attraction, especially when it
holds the grand final of the Australian Football
League!
We cannot afford to treat these issues lightly.
Parklands are crucial to inner-city Melbourne. The
Melbourne City Council has handled the issue of
parks as well as any other municipal entity in the
world. Even though the bill rescinds some parkland
reservations for good and proper reasons, we should
be vigilant in ensuring that the greening of
Melbourne is ongoing and that it continues to be
enhanced by our lush and beautiful parks.
The limitation of jurisdiction provision is another
example of the jackboot approach of the
government. It will not allow anyone to appeal to
the Supreme Court about any decision it makes.
That theme runs constantly through the processes of
thisgovemment.
Or COGHILL (Werribee) - I shall raise a general
issue and refer to a number of the matters raised by
the honourable member for Melbourne. It is
incongruous that although honourable members can
use the valuable time of this place in making
detailed contributions on a number of small areas of
land scattered throughout Victoria, which may be of
Significance in their own right, the government will
not allow Parliament to consider adequately major
issues affecting all Victorians. Parliament should
consider carefully issues that remove the rights of
people and drastically affect the living standards of
many Victorians.
Mr Coleman interjected.
Or COG HILL - When the Minister for Natural
Resources is next considering government decisions
he should apply the same standards that he is
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applying to this bill. He should point out to the
government that people's rights to fairness and
justice are more important than the status of small
areas of land scattered throughout Victoria, for
which generous debating time is available. I would
have been delighted if I had been given the same
opportunity to debate the impact of the WorkCover
legislation on ordinary Victorians. That was typical
of the government's attitude to the raft of earlier
legislation it pushed through this place. The time
provided for this debate is the standard time that
ought to be available in all debates, including those
on legislation and administrative decisions that
affect the people of Victoria.
I should be interested to hear the considered
comments of the honourable member for Swan Hill
on clause 20, but I am not sure that he will give the
house the benefit of his comments. As the
honourable member for Melbourne pointed out, it
appears that a provision relating to the limitation of
appeals to the Supreme Court is automatically
included in legislation irrespective of any
demonstrable need for it.
Although a number of small areas of public land are
affected by the bill, even in the absence of the clause
it is difficult to enVisage the circumstances in which
a person might have the opportunity of taking an
action to the Supreme Court. The minister has not
explained why the clause is significant. It may be
that the government is concerned about the lease for
the extraction of shellgrit and about any action that
may be brought by the leaseholder, but I suspect
that that is not the case. The government has given
no indication of why the provision has been
included in the bill.
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - On a pOint of order, Mr Speaker, the
second-reading notes clearly show that the claims
made by the honourable member for Werribee are
incorrect. The reason for the inclusion of clause 20 is
clearly spelt out in the second-reading speech.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee) - I shall refer to the
second-reading speech, in which the minister says:
The reason for preventing the Supreme Court from
awarding compensation is as follows: to enable the
Crown to change the use or status of reserve land, it is
necessary to ensure that the land is no longer subject to
any interests or rights arising out of the former use. The
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existence of these interests and rights, and claims for
compensation based on them or on the former use of
the land, could delay or prevent a change in the use or
status of the land that is for the benefit of the
community as a whole. To facilitate use of some of the
land to which this bill applies, it is also necessary to
revoke a Crown grant to enable the surrender of certain
land to the Crown..

Although that is a lovely generalised statement it
gives no specific information to justify the
provisions of clause 20. We have no grounds for
believing good reasons exist for denying anyone
who may be affected by the bill the opportunity to
seek compensation through the Supreme Court. A
principle enshrined in the Australian constitution
and implicit in the administration of Victorian law is
that just compensation should be provided by the
government whenever the government expropriates
some title or benefit. The direct effect of the clause is
to deny the opportunity for just compensation.
The minister's second-reading speech does not
provide a clear explanation despite his interjection
by way of a point of order. We have a generalised
statement giving the house no detailed indication as
to whether people might otherwise be entitled to
compensation. It does not tell us whether there is
some other reason why any individual, organisation
or group of individuals should be denied the
opportunity of taking an action to the Supreme
Court to seek compensation or any other remedy.
Given the wording of clause 20, this relates
particularly to compensation.
All honourable members should be concerned about
this serious matter; it is cropping up in bill after bill.
It is of concern to the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee, which was appointed by
the house to examine such issues. The all-powerful
committee is concerned about the matter, and
properly so. Although we have instances of
ministers asserting that a provision similar to clause
20 is desirable, in virtually no cases do they give any
evidence that the assertion is justified.
The government is not prOViding any evidence that
people's rights should be restricted in this way in the
public interest. This comes from a government that
proclaims to be concerned for the rights of
individuals. In this case the rights of the individual
are being removed in what is purported to be the
public interest. We are not given an explanation as
to why that is the case. We should be giving people
the right to just compensation if some right, benefit
or property is being expropriated as a consequence
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of this legislation and similar legislation in which
such clauses are included.
I hope that at the end of the second-reading debate
the minister will do the house the courtesy of
prOViding a proper explanation, an explanation that
has not been included in the second-reading speech
and in the comments made by way of point of order.
I refer to two further clauses in the bill. Although it
is not spelt out, clause 5 relates to the You Yangs.
That area is close to my electorate and I am familiar
with it. The advice provided to the house is that the
land was set aside to afford access to water, but that
access has never been utilised and as a consequence
it is proposed to revoke the reservation and allow
the land to remain as bushland reserve.
Many honourable members will not realise why the
water reserve may have been thought to be
important in the You Yangs. You may not be aware,
Mr Speaker, that that area has an extraordinarily low
rainfall - one of the lowest in Victoria - and a
mere fraction of the rainfall at Jindivick! It probably
has an annual rainfall of approximately 16 inches,
which is extraordinarily low for Victoria. The You
Yangs are in a generally flat plain in which there are
few sources of water. Therefore, it is not surprising
that a water reserve was created in that area. With
modem water reticulation methods, the reserve is no
longer necessary.
Clause 14 deals with the lease for the extraction of
shelIgrit. I note the comments of the honourable
member for Springvale and advise him that the
natural substance of shellgrit is most unlikely to be
substituted by some plastic product of his electorate
or any other. What is probably not well understood
by those without veterinary backgrounds is that
shellgrit is very important for the digestive system
of many bird species, including domestic poultry.
The grit enters the birds' gullets and assists in the
grinding and digestion of their food allowing them
to thrive, produce and live a healthy existence. It is
important to the poultry industry and many other
forms of birdkeeping that sources of shellgrit are
available.
In that context it is unfortunately necessary to keep

the reserve open for the time being. However, one
suspects there may well be other sources along the
Victorian coast that could be developed as new
sources of shellgrit. It may be possible to phase out
the lease on public or reserved land. Although that is
desirable, it would involve a difficult adjustment for
those who are currently commercially dependent on
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that particular source of shellgrit. An industry has
obviously been built up in the area that the people
would like to be able to keep; but, like others before
them, in future, they may have to adjust to changed
circumstances when the community adopts a
different view about the right to continued access to
the natural resource.
Although I support the bill, I also support the
reasoned amendment moved by the honourable
member for Richmond. I am pleased to do so
because the point made in the reasoned amendment
is important for the house to consider. The minister's
failure to provide an adequate explanation of section
85 is a further reason why it is appropriate, at this
stage, that the bill not be read a second time. The
bill's withdrawal would give the government an
opportunity to review not only the effects on Lake
Victoria but also whether there is a necessity to deny
individuals the right of the protection of the
Supreme Court, which is the effect of clause 20.
It is denying people an opportunity and a right to
fair compensation. That is a cornerstone of the
Australian constitution and has been accepted as an
absolutely essential and integral part of the law,
public finances and rights of Victorians.
Sitting suspended 6.30 p.m. until 8.04 p.m.
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - The bill has a
number of different provisions. It amends various
acts relating to Crown land and land transactions
and provides for the revocation of reservations of
land described in its schedules; the surrender of land
to the Crown to enable the sale of land; the
amendment of the Melbourne Lands·Act 1987 to
correct certain errors; the issue of a lease over
portion of a wildlife reserve for shellgrit extraction
purposes; and certain other enabling provisions.
Part 1 sets out the purposes of the bill and the
commencement provisions. Part 2 deals with the
Yarram Memorial Gardens and the revocation of
what has been described as an inappropriate trust
for cemetery purposes; it provides for the land at
Yarram to become unaliena ted land of the Crown. In
his second-reading speech the minister referred to
long-running uncertainty about the ownership and
management of the gardens, which were originally
the site of a cemetery held under freehold title by the
trustees of the Yarram Cemetery Trust.
The issues assumed some urgency in 1992 when the
Yarram Bowls Club put forward a proposal to
extend its facilities and buy that portion of the
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gardens which it had occupied for many years. That
part of the bill resolves the legal status of the
gardens by revoking the cemetery trust over the
land and making the land unalienated land of the
Crown. The opposition has no difficulty with that
proposal.
Part 3 of the bill deals wi th the revoca tion of two
permanent water supply reserves, one in Ballarat
and one in Wurdi-Youang, near the You Yangs
Regional Park. According to the second-reading
speech of the Minister for Natural Resources the
reserve in Ballarat was established in 1886 and is
currently occupied by the Ballarat Water Board,
which is now planning to relocate its operations. It is
the intention of the board and the Department of
Finance to jointly offer the land for sale by tender.
The site in Wurdi-Youang was never used for
watering purposes and the Land Conservation
Council has recommended that the area be
re-reserved as bushland reserve. The bill revokes the
unsuitable permanent reservation for water
purposes, which will enable the land to be
appropriately re-reserved in line with the Land
Conservation Council's recommendation.
That certainly is something the opposition supports
and has no problem with, and if, as part of the Land
Conservation Council's recommendations, it adds in
a sense to the You Yangs Regional Park, that is
certainly a Significant step fonvard because that is
an important regional park located close to
Melbourne - it is within a day's drive - that is also
of substantial value to people living in areas such as
Geelong and Werribee.
Part 4 deals with the revocation and re-reservation
of Romsey Park. An area of apprOximately
26 hectares at Romsey was permanently reserved as
a site for a public park in 1883 and another 4.05
hectares was temporarily reserved for the same
purpose in 1964. Over time the reserve has been
extensively developed as a sporting centre, and the
bill revokes both the temporary and permanent
reservations of Romsey Park as a public park and
re-reserves the land for public recreation
purposes.The bill also ensures the continuation of
the management role of the committee of
management. That appears to be a worthwhile
objective and one the opposition has no difficulty in
supporting.
Part 5 is pOSSibly one of the more Significant aspects
of the bill. It deals with the revocation of a
reservation made in 1992 concerning an allotment
near Anglesea. In September 1992 the allotment in
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question, along with three other areas of land near
Anglesea, was reserved for the preservation of
certain species of native plants. The minister said in
his second-reading speech that the allotment should
not have been reserved because it is situated within
the boundaries of an area leased to Alcoa under an
agreement made in 1961 to extract brown coal for
the production of aluminium.
The bill revokes the permanent reservation over the
allotment to correct what is described as an error.
Based on the advice provided by the department in
its briefing, I assume that that is correct. Given the
importance of the Anglesea heathland, which has
been the subject of considerable public discussion in
recent times, it is an objective of conservation
groups, especially in Mount Otway and areas
around Geelong, to protect the area because it is
Significant. The government should have
discussions, for example, with A1coa of Australia
Lld to increase the protection of flora and fauna in
that area.
Part 6 of the bill deals with the cemetery land at
Noradjuha, a small township approximately
23 kilometres south-west of Horsham. The
second-reading speech states:
It has recently been discovered that the cemetery is
situated on an area of approximately 2 hectares of
freehold land which was transferred in 1894 to seven
persons as trustees. The siting of this cemetery on
freehold land is inconsistent with the intention of the
Cemeteries Act 1958 that all cemeteries be established
on Crown land and reserved for cemetery purposes
under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978.

The bill brings the property into line with the
Cemeteries Act 1958. It proposes to provide for the
surrender of the land to the Crown under the
provisions of the Land Act and subsequently to
reserve it under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act for
cemetery purposes. The opposi tion has no objection
to that provision.
Part 7 of the bill amends the schedule to the
Melbourne Lands Act 1987 to rectify two errors
which had been made in the excision of a number of
parcels of Crown land from various reserves in East
Melbourne. Those excisions were made so that the
land could be used in connection with various road
works associated with the widening of Punt Road.
Part 8 deals with an allotment in Cathedral Place,
East Melbourne, which was reserved in September
last year for use by the Peter MacCallum Cancer
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Institute, but it does not have sufficient funds to
develop such a large allotment. It is now proposed
that all of Cathedral Place will be redeveloped by
the private sector. It is suggested that the institute
has been consulted and has accepted the proposed
revocation subject to its current and future
requirements.
The bill ensures that the revocation will require the
additional approval of the Minister for Health.
Revocation will enable the entire Cathedral Place
site to be consolidated and vested in or purchased
by the Urban Land Authority. That has the potential
to be a Significant development, but it is one in
which Parliament and the wider community will
have a great interest in and will want to be kept
informed as it proceeds. It is important that it be a
matter of public consultation and knowledge as that
substantial development proceeds.
Part 9 of the bill deals with the lease over a small
portion of the Lake Victoria wildlife reserve a t Point
Lonsdale. It enables a lease to be issued over a small
portion of land at the Lake Victoria wildlife reserve
for the purposes of shellgrit extraction. The bill is
necessary because the company, J. McMahon and
Sons, operates a shellgrit extraction business on
private land adjacent to Lake Victoria and is
suffering difficulties because of the depletion in
shellgrit deposits at that site.
The argument is that Lake Victoria presents the best
option for securing the long-term survival of the
business with minimum environmental impact.
Lake Victoria is a site of 140 hectares permanently
reserved for the management of wildlife. The bill
provides for the lease over some 12 hectares of that
140-hectare site to enable shellgrit to be extracted
from the area. The operation will be conducted
under stringent conditions covering rehabilitation of
the lake and preservation of the amenity of the area
together with the payment of royalties.
The department claims that it has imposed stringent
conditions on things such as the method of
extraction, rehabilitation and so on. The opposition
is aware of substantial local concern being expressed
about such a move. The Victorian National Parks
Association is questioning the lease because of the
importance of the reserve. The Geelong
Environment Council and the Swan Bay
Environment Association are strongly opposed to
the leasing of the reserve. It has been suggested that
fines for the limestone quarry may be an alternative
source of calcium carbonate. It is for that reason that
the honourable member for Richmond moved the
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reasoned amendment to that section of the bill to
enable alternative sources of material to be explored
rather than excavating part of the declared
permanent wildlife reserve. I support the
honourable member for Richmond in moving the
reasoned amendment.
The Lake Victoria wildlife reserve at Point Lonsdale
is located in a Significant part of the world for
migrant waders and the like on that side of Port
Phillip Bay, Swan Bay, Swan Bay Island, areas
around Queenscliff and so on. They are Significant
areas of habitat that should be treated with
appropriate caution. Some are covered by treaties to
which Australia is a signatory with other nations,
such as Japan. It is the view of the opposition that it
should be protected and that alternative ways of
sourcing the materials should be explored.
Part 10 of the bill deals with t:.'",e Thomson River
railway bridge at Walhalla. The bridge is currently
vested in the Shire of Narracan and the council
deems it to be unalienated Crown land. The reserve
surrounding the bridge is managed by the tourist
railway committee, which wishes to restore it to
opera te tourist trains from the Thomson River to
Walhalla. The Thomson River bridge requires
extensive repairs and the committee of management
wants to assume control of the bridge so that repairs
can be commenced. It has been agreed with the Shire
of Narracan that the bridge should be divested from
the control of the shire and transferred to the Crown.
The Thomson River bridge is one of the locations
mentioned in the bill that I have visited - it is an
impressive site and is a worthwhile objective - one
which has the support of the opposition.
The bill limits the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court
in a way that prevents the court from awarding
compensation in respect of anything done under the
act. That is not a particularly uncommon provision
in these sorts of measures.
The Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
sought advice from the minister as to whether any
rights may be removed as a result of clause 20,
because the provisions mean that actions for
compensa tion cannot be brought in respect of any
alterations made to the title of any piece of land
dealt with by the act. The minister's response was,
effectively, that the provision referred to is common
to all bills of this type and is required to ensure that
no action arises over changes in the status of
reserved land. The minister went on to say that he
was not aware of any rights that are likely to be
infringed by the limitation of the Supreme Court's
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jurisdiction in this case, that the removal or
alteration of permanent reservations of land is a
decision that properly rests with Parliament with
affected beneficial interests being taken into account
during the development of the legislation, and that
the provision is required to prevent the unnecessary
impeding of charges in the courts. It is not intended
to interfere unduly with the rights of any individual
with interests in the land. One hopes that that is the
case and that nobody is improperly or unduly
disadvantaged through losing his or her right to
recourse in the courts because of those provisions.
The opposition supports most of the provisions in
the bill but it has moved an amendment suggesting
that:
This bill be withdrawn and redrafted to provide for
alternative ways of sourcing material in order to avoid
excavating parts of declared permanent wildlife
reserves such as that located at Lake Victoria near Point
Lonsdale.

1 encourage honourable members to support the
amendment.
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - I thank the honourable members for
Richmond, Bellarine, Geelong North, Gippsland
South, Morwell, Warrandyte, Altona, Springvale,
Melbourne, Werribee and Pascoe Vale for their
objective contributions to the debate. One of the
central issues raised by honourable members was
the continuing supply of shellgrit, a matter that will
interest the 600 000 chooks in Victoria.
Because of the way Crown land has been reserved,
bills such as this come before this place at the rate of
at least one per session. This process enables the
resolution of difficulties in land administration or
the reallocation or re-reservation of land around the
state. It is time consuming for the department and
for the people who are directly involved in the
machinations of the process. I am sure they get
exasperated with it.
As has been said, the changes to various existing
land allocations are dealt with by the legislation. The
Anglesea and Lake Victoria locations are of greatest
concern. In respect of Anglesea some 350 hectares of
land in the Parish of Jan Juc were permanently
reserved in 1992, but the area was subsequently
found to be within the lease held by Alcoa under the
Mines (Aluminium Agreement) Act 1961. Because it
was so leased, it was deemed necessary to remove
the reservation that was put in place in 1992. The bill
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brings the leased area back within the parameters of
the Alcoa lease. Clearly there is an expectation that
the area will continue to be accessible to the public.
As the government understands it, A1coa has no
plans to use the land in the short term but wants to
maintain the leased area given that at some point it
may be necessary to use it for excavation purposes.
To that extent, Alcoa recognises the area as having
some sensitive issues in need of attention. 1 am sure
the company will be as cooperative in respect of this
issue as it has been in respect of others. The
reservation went ahead against the interests of the
lease and this legislation rectifies the problem.
I reiterate that the government wants the supply of
shellgrit to be maintained. Of all the things that
might excite this house on a Tuesday night, shellgrit
is not one of them. The company J. McMahon and
Sons, which operates what 1 am told is the only
shellgrit extraction business in Victoria, needs to
maintain a supply of material for the market it has
developed and for the welfare of the chooks that
partake of it. In recent times the company took
shellgrit from another area, but the cartage costs
meant the company found it difficult to operate on a
profitable basis. It owns a Significant area of land
adjacent to the area defined in the bill from which it
has extracted shellgrit and, as is its wont, it has
rehabilitated the area in a way that has improved the
location.
The honourable member for Altona asked about
what was to be done to protect the habitat of the
orange-bellied parrot. Shellgrit is found in relatively
small areas along the coast and much of it is found
in the area over which the orange-bellied parrot flies
between southern Tasmania and northerly regions.
The parrot nests along the Victorian coast where
much of the shellgrit is located, and because it is a
ground-nesting bird this presents a threat to its
existence.
During the debate it was said that the issue does not
involve any sort of vermin or pest control.
Increasing numbers of feral cats are having a terrible
impact on the population of orange-bellied parrots,
and clearly some action is needed. The Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources has done
that work and has a clear statement of action for the
management of the feral cat population under the
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act.
The Lake Victoria area is currently used as a habitat
by the orange-bellied parrot, and the government is
conscious of that. The government and the company
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involved have considered two options for
alternative parts of the coastline in that area to be
used for that activity.
All honourable members recognise the sensitivity of
the Victorian coastline, and that was drawn out
during the debate. At present there is an
arrangement by which). McMahon and Sons will
have access for a 12-month period to a resource at
Point Henry while action is taken to try to resolve
questions concerning Lake Victoria. Clearly the Lake
Victoria deposit is Significant. Its content is about
80 per cent shellgrit, so in that sense it is a rich
resource.
Mr Hamilton - How deep is the deposit?
Mr COLEMAN - I cannot answer that question;
I am not aware of the depth of the shell grit deposit.
It is known that in the area proposed to be dealt
with by the bill there is a supply of some 8 to
10 years. 'That represents a Significant resource and,
so far as the company is concerned, that will give it
an opportunity to examine some alternatives, given
that the welfare of the Victorian egg industry is
partly dependent on the product.
The other issue I wish to deal with is the Thomson
River bridge. As you are aware, Mr Speaker, the
honourable member for Narracan has a continuing
interest in this issue. It has been said that there was a
need for the state government to contribute to the
work being done by the Walhalla Railway
Preservation Society. This amendment arises out of
that very issue in that the preservation society
sought from the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources the timber necessary to undertake
repairs to the bridge, which is of some Significance.
Arrangements are in place for the timber to be
supplied on the basis that the Walhalla tourist
railway committee of management manages the
restitution project directly. I acknowledge that the
honourable member for Pascoe Vale has visited that
site. The contribution of timber is substantial in
terms of the work to be undertaken .. Much of the
credit for the restitution being undertaken must got
to the honourable member for Narracan, who raised
the issue initially.
The house was treated to a number of interesting
historical excursions to Yarram, Ballarat and
Korweinguboora.
Mrs Wilson - Did you know where all of them
were?
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Mr COLEMAN - I have certainly been to
Korweinguboora. If you go there, you will never
want to go there again because you will freeze to
death! I acknowledge the contribution of the
honourable member for Gippsland South, who
informed the house of the history of the Yarram
cemetery. I am sure that the lady who provided him
with that historical background was able to give the
honourable member a delicious afternoon tea! I send
a cheerio to the Giles family as well, who own the
paper. It was an interesting historical debate and one
with which I am sure all honourable members have
been enthralled.
The honourable member for Geelong North referred
to the conditions to be applied to the operation of
extractions at Lake Victoria. Conditions have been
developed, and there is a commitment to trying to
find an alternative resource. Access to the resource
at Point Henry for 12 months enables some work to
be to be done on the conditions applying to Lake
Victoria. To that extent the honourable member's
concerns have been addressed.
I take this opportunity to thank those organisations
from the Bellarine Peninsula that have raised this
issue with me in correspondence. I understand their
concerns and believe the government is addressing
the matters raised. In the time that is available I am
sure the government will be able to address some of
those issues.
The opposi tion has proposed a reasoned
amendment. I indicate that it will be necessary for
the government to vote against that amendment, but
when the bill is between houses negotiations will
take place on some issues which have been raised
during the debate and which need. further comment
by the minister responsible for this legislation in the
other place, the Minister for Conservation and
Environment. I thank members for their
participation and look forward to the committee
stage.
House divided on omission (members in favour
vote no):
Ayes, 57
Ashley,Mr
Bildstien, Mr
Brown,Mr
Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Oavis, Mr
Dean, Or

McLellan, Mr
Madellan,Mr
McNamara, Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Pescott, Mr
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Doyle, Mr
Elder, Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Cude,Mr
Hayward, Mr
Heffernan,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Hyams,Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John, Mr
Kennett, Mr
Kilgour, Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton, Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCiII, Mrs
McCrath, Mr J.F.
McCrath, Mr W.O.

Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Plowman, Mr S.J.
Richardson, Mr
Rowe, Mr
Ryan, Mr (Ttller)
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr l.W.
Spry, Mr
SteggaIl,Mr
Tanner, Mr
Tehan, Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mc
Turner,Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells, Mr (TtIIer)

Noes, 23
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Brumby, Mr
Coghill, Or
Cole, Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Dollis, Mr
Ca rbu tt, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton, Mr
Leighton, Mr

Loney, Mc
Marple,Ms
Micallef,Mr
Mildenhall, Mr (Teller)
Pandazopoulos, Mr (Teller)
Seitz, Mr
Sercombe, Mr
Sheehan,Mr
Thomson,Mr
Vaughan, Or
Wilson,Mrs

Amendment negatived.
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shellgrit extraction purposes of the land in certified
plan number CP112439.".

The amendment is proposed to override section 46
of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 to the
extent necessary to enable shellgrit extraction to take
place in that area. This is required to ensure that all
necessary approvals can be put in place and the
proposed lease be issued. Accordingly I seek the
support of the committee.
Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 15 to 20 agreed to.
Schedule agreed to.
Reported to house with amendment.
Report adopted.

Third reading
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

The SPEAKER - Order! As there are no voices
for the noes and more than 45 members are present I
declare the third reading carried by an absolute
majority.
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read third time.
Passed remaining stages.
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Motion agreed to.

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:

Committed.

Committee
Clauses 1 to 13 agreed to.
Clause 14
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - I move:
Clause 14, after line 33, insert "(3) Section 46 of the Planning and Environment Act
1987 does not apply to a provision of a planning
scheme relating to the use or development for

That the house do now adjourn.

Ambulance services: Footscray station
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Health the unprincipled
and unethical disposal of land on which the
Footscray ambulance station was located. Faced
with a series of horrific industrial accidents in
Footscray's main industries - bluestone quarrying,
meatworks and munitions -in 1933 the council and
the community decided that the building of an
ambulance station in Footscray was of the highest
priority. The Footscray City Council donated the
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land and worked with the local community in
raising the funds for the erection of the station.
Equity in the land was fully provided by the local
community.
The station closed some years ago, after assurances
were given that compensatory ambulance services
would be provided from a larger station some
distance away; but the Footscray community found
it a bitter pill to swallow. A growing sense of unrest
is evident because the compensatory ambulance
services in the western suburbs are not up to scratch.
A series of incidents has given rise to extensive
community concern.
The ambulance service has now said it will dispose
of the site -without any compensation being paid.
The Minister for Health has refused to meet
representatives of the City of Footscray. I repeat that
although equity in the station was fully provided by
the local community, it seems the land will be
disposed of without the community receiving any
compensation. I ask the minister to intervene and to
halt the sale of the property. I ask her to review the
situation and to find a just solution for the
community of Footscray.

Wellington Road duplication
Mr WELLS (Wantirna) - I ask the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services to direct to the
attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports in the
other place the duplication of Wellington Road from
Stud Road to Jacksons Road, Rowville. That
3-kilometre stretch of road, which is fed by the
fast-growing suburb of Rowville, narrows from
three lanes to one at the Stud Road-WellingtoI'\ Road
intersection.
The congestion at peak hour is horrendous to watch.
The cost of the project is approximately $7 million
and it is imperative that it goes ahead. I have stood
at the intersection in the morning to watch the
confusion of drivers and congestion of traffic, and
obviously the same occurs when drivers return
home of an evening.
On the weekend I had the unfortunate experience of
attending the Hawthorn-St Kilda football match.
When I attempted to turn right from Jacksons Road
onto Wellington Road I found that the cars were
banked up from Stud Road to Jacksons Road, a
distance of 3 kilometres.
In 1988 after a survey of the Royal Automobile Club
of Victoria, that section of road was officially
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designated as the most congested at peak times in
the metropolitan area. Since 1988 the population of
Rowville and the surrounding areas has boomed,
thus making the situation worse. I quote from an
article by Julie Hope reported in Knox News on
24 August 1992 and its reference to the previous
government:
In a scathing attack on the state government, Rowville's

Cr John Raymond said there had been enough
deputations, submissions, photos and videos presented
to governments in the past eight years to 'fill a tip
truck'.

The same article quotes a city roads engineer,
Mr Arnott, as saying:
... information from VicRoads showed accidents had
increased by 150 per cent between 1987 and 1990.
He said traffic flows on Wellington Road were
classified as 'unstable' for a 12-hour period every
weekday. At peak morning and evening times the
traffic was classified as 'forced flow' ...

I have a copy of many petitions taken up in this
regard, and I ask the minister to address the matter
before another accident occurs or another life is lost.
Wellington Road remains a Labor Party icon. When
the previous government had a chance to fix it in
1988 it chose not to because of its iron-clad policy of
invest in the west and forget the rest!

Active at Any Age program
Mrs WILSON (Dandenong North) - I ask the
Deputy Premier, who is at the table, to direct to the
attention of the Minister for Sport, Recreation and
Racing the successful program which was funded in
the early 1990s by the Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation entitled Active at Any Age, a program
for older Victorians. It encouraged our older citizens
to become involved in physical activities in an
attempt to improve their health and keep them
active for as long as possible.
Most honourable members will recall the wonderful
billboards promoting the program that showed
older Victorians engaging in a number of activities
including walking. swimming. ballroom dancing
and a range of other sporting activities. The
advertising campaign stimulated an enormous
amount of activity among people in the older group
of our society. Unfortunately in the past 12 to
18 months the program seems to have disappeared; 1
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suspect it is because the present government
grabbed an amoWlt of $8 million from the VicHealth
budget.

Melbourne. He used the corporate credit card in
Peter Jackson's menswear for a suit for $329.95.
Mr MildenhalI interjected.

Honourable members would realise that research
shows that physical activity carried out on a regular
basis helps to improve blood pressure and maintain
low cholesterol levels while assisting arthritic
conditions.
1 understand that some local cOWlcils provide
substantial programs for their elderly communities,
but 1 believe the Victorian government is lagging
behind other state governments in not taking the
initiative and providing those types of programs.
The New South Wales government, for instance,
provides walking for pleasure groups, swimming,
archery, lawn bowls, tennis and camping trips, and
it has officers to back up those programs.
I ask the minister to seriously consider reinstating
the Active At Any Age program, and 1 remind the
minister that it was George Bernard Shaw who said,
'You don't stop playing because you grow old, you
grow old because you stop playing'.

City of Footscray: expenses of CEO
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - 1 direct to the
attention of the Minister for Local Government
through the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services, who is at the table, the information I have
obtained under the Freedom of Information Act. I
am grateful for the opportunity to use FOI in local
government, and I suspect I am the first member to
use it in this way.
Recently I made an FOI request on the City of
Footscray, which is well known as being the piggy
bank for the Australian Labor Party in the western
suburbs. The documentation 1 obtained borders on
the outrageous. 1 asked for all information on the
expenses of the former chief executive officer,
Mr Graeme Pearce, including charges on his
corporate credit card. The set of documents I have in
my hand reads like the best food guide in
Melbourne. 1 wonder how the citizens of the western
suburbs feel about a former chief executive using
places like the Society Restaurant. I did not realise
that that was one of the places that the ALP - Mr MildenhalI interjected.
Mr LEIGH -Other restaurants include Sails
Restaurant, Almonds, the Metropole in Armadale
and a whole series of other restaurants aroWld

Mr LEIGH -1 asked for all documentation
including material associated with the corporate
credit card. I have difficulty Wlderstanding why a
person using a corporate credit card for the City of
Footscray would spend $32.99 in McEwans in
Geelong. When I asked the officer concerned
whether he could supply me with the information 1
was told, 'You've got it!' The interesting thing
associated with this is that the new face on the
Brumby team, the honourable member for
Footscray, was made well aware of this.
Mr MildenhalI interjected.
Mr LEIGH - He was both mayor and councillor
of the City of Footscray for much of the time. He is
one of the new faces in the Labor Party.
Mr Mildenhall interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! Stop the clock; the
house will come to order. The honourable member
for Footscray will cease interjecting.
Mr LEIGH - We have a potential City of
Camberwell mark 2 on our hands if an explanation
is not made quickly to Parliament and to the
Minister for Local Government. The accounting
practices of an organisation that deals in millions of
dollars of hard-earned money by the people in the
western suburbs is appalling.

Elm trees in Ballarat
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - I direct to the attention
of the Minister for Natural Resources a serious
matter that I have raised twice before about the elm
trees in Ballarat, which are showing great stress.
Studies show that they have been affected by the use
of a herbicide that should not be used anywhere
near those trees.
Mr McNamara interjected.
Ms MARPLE - I take up the interjection by the
Deputy Premier who said that they were deciduous
trees. The people of Ballarat are most concerned
about herbicides being used near the trees in the
avenue of honour and also in a surrounding area of
SOO-square kilometres. I know the government is
concerned about this because it has indicated it
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would be looking into the matter. I would like to
know when the minister first became aware of the
impact of the spray on the trees and the SOO-square
kilometre area in the Ballarat region.
Questions have been raised in the press about this
issue. Despite suggestions that they may be sued if
they phrase answers to questions on this issue in not
quite the right terms, the people of Ballarat are
prepared to risk going to court to find out what is
happening. I ask the minister to answer the
questions I have raised this evening.

Victorian Institute of Animal Science
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN (Benambra) - I raise for
the attention of the Minister for Agriculture the
extraordinarily good work being done at the
Victorian Institute of Animal Science at Attwood.
Members of the agriculture bills committee had the
good fortune this morning to visit the centre at
Attwood. Everyone engaged in agriculture would be
proud of the industry-focused research taking place
there. The government supports the initiative and it
is hoped the minister can continue the support
already provided for animal science.
The outstanding things we saw this morning
included a test kit for Johne's disease. Johne's
disease is like a creeping paralysis: 14 per cent of all
dairy farms in Victoria are subject to it, and the real
figure is probably far higher. The disease can lead to
great reductions in production and revenue. The
research being carried out is of great value.
Members of the committee also saw a product that
has recently been patented as a direct result of the
work done at the institute on scouring problems in
piglets. Anyone who has had anything to do with a
pig operation knows that dealing with piglets in the
first few days of weaning is one of the most vital
areas in animal health.
Another area in which enormous advances have
been made is in the breeding of dairy cattle. Victoria
is among the world leaders in that field.
Research to determine the effects of blue-green
algae-The SPEAKER - Order! What action is the
honourable member asking for?
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN - 1 ask that the minister
pursue the areas in which the institute is carrying
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out research and lend the weight of government to
the fine research work being carried out.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Heidelberg West Primary School
Mr LEIGHTON (Preston) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education, through the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, who is
at the table, disadvantaged school program (DSP)
funding for the Heidelberg West Primary School,
which is better known in the local area as the Haig
Street primary school. 1 ask the minister to
immediately reinstate and guarantee for 1994 full
DSP funding for the school. In 1991 funding was cut
from $24000 to $14000, which sent the then
opposition into a frenzy.
I refer the house to a news release dated 20 May
1991 entitled 'Coalition will restore disadvantaged
schools funding'. It was released by the then shadow
Minister for Education who is now the Minister for
Education. One paragraph states:
Mr Hayward announced that a coalition government
would reverse the decision of the current Labor
government and ensure that all disadvantaged schools
received their full entitiement as soon as possible.

That is far from the case. Not only has the school's
full funding not been reinstated, it currently has no
disadvantaged schools program funding for 1994,
which is putting in jeopardy main line programs
such as language, literacy and science.
Mr Jim Kirkpatrick, a parent at the school, has been
Vigorously lobbying me on issues such as the
Banksia Secondary College. The Labor government
was able to deliver $4 million towards its
establishment. He is also lobbying the honourable
member for Ivanhoe, the Minister for Small
Business. Mr Kirkpatrick feels particularly betrayed.
His view is justified when one reads the official
journal of the Victorian Council of School
Organisations, School Bell. The June 1991 edition had
this to say following an address to a rally of VICCSO
by the Minister for Small Business:
Vin Heffeman, member for Ivanhoe, promised that a
Liberal government would restore the diverted funds
as soon as possible. He urged the meeting to continue
pressing for the return of funding.
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Not only has the minister not returned the funding,
he will no longer return Mr Jim Kirkpatrick's calls.
In his last conversation he was quite blunt - and, I
suspect, honest - when he told Mr Kirkpatrick
there were no votes in West Heidelberg. I assure the
minister that if he keeps this up there will definitely
be no votes for him in West Heidelberg.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

School self-management
Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education the benefits
of the program to increase self-management for the
state school system. Over the past 12 to 18 months
there has been a good deal of debate in the
community on the self-management of public
schools, and I think it is well worth the community's
attention at this stage.

The SPEAKER - Order! I do not uphold the
point of order. I refer to Speaker's Rulings1920-1933 where:
A member was permitted to discuss in the debate on
supply a petition which was set down on the notice
paper as an order of the day under the heading
'General Business', because of the improbability of the
matter anticipated being brought before the house
within a reasonable time.

There is no point of order.
Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - Mr Speaker, I
have approached you, the manager of business for
the opposition, and Hansard, and seek leave to have
incorporated in Hansard the table I have in my hand,
which shows the benefits that have accrued as a
result of reduced class sizes and increased
self-management at the Monbulk Primary School.
Leave refused.

We should look at some of the results of the move
towards increased self-management for schools and,
in particular, I direct attention to a primary school in
my electorate.
The school has accepted the self-management
opportunity offered to it by the minister and the
government. It has come up with a whole series of
programs for the benefit of students in the Monbulk
area.
Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the honourable member is
referring to education in the Monbulk area. I direct
your attention to the notice paper, in particular to
notice of motion no. 59 listed Wlder general business
in the name of the honourable member for Niddrie,
and to the rule of anticipation. The motion states:
That this house condemns the government tor its
education policies which have denied children in
Monbulk a quality education ...

It appears that the honourable member for Monbulk
wishes to speak about education in the Monbulk
area. 1bat is in breach of the rule of anticipation
which is set out at page 327 of May and which you,
Sir, have cited when honourable members have
raised matters during the adjournment debate that
have been similarly set down for debate. An
example of your ruling can be fOWld in the report of
the adjournment debate on 30 September last year.
Therefore I suggest that the honourable member is
in breach of that ruling.

Mr McARTHUR - You agreed to it a few
moments ago. Where is your integrity now?
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Special Olympics team
Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - Together with the
Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing I attended
the Caltex sports awards that were held in
Melbourne a couple of weeks ago. I shared a table
with a very courageous young Victorian athlete,
Sarah Gibson, who received an award on that
eVening. Despite Significant competition Ms Gibson
has made her name in swimming, but what
distinguishes her most from other award winners is
that she is intellectually disabled. This yOWlg lady
has successfully competed in swimming through the
Special Olympics movement, and has done Victoria
proud.
On 9 April the Victorian Special Olympic Games are
being held in Melbourne. Later this year some 100
young Victorian athletes and 22 coaches will attend
the fifth national Special OlympiCS in Perth, Western
Australia. A Significant portion of the estimated
$125 000 in costs associated with the team's
involvement in those games will be borne by the
families of the intellectually disabled athletes.
Honourable members will recognise the importance
of access to sporting opportunities for intellectually
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disabled Victorians. The coalition's policy, as
presented at the last election, referred particularly to
providing priority and consideration to people with
disabilities. It also referred to the need to support
access to sporting activities for all, regardless of
social, personal or physical circumstances. Those
Victorian athletes are expected to find, without one
brass razoo coming from the government, $125 000
to field a team at the Special Olympics in Perth. I am
not asking - and I am sure the movement is not
asking - for the state government to pick up
anything like the full tab, but there is no doubt - -
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the suffering of this community in my electorate of
Cranboume.
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - I
raise a point of order, Mr Speaker, concerning a
statement by my colleague the honourable member
for Monbulk that he had an agreement with the
honourable member for Pascoe Vale for the
incorporation of a document in Hansard. When the
honourable member for Monbulk asked for leave to
incorporate that document, it was refused. There is a
longstanding tradition in this house that
agreements - -

Mr McArthur interjected.
Mr Brumby interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! Three times I have
asked the honourable member for Monbulk to come
to order.
Mr SERCOMBE - The honourable member for
Monbulk has not taken his medicine this evening. In
due course he will discover that everything is under
control and that he should not be so anxious!
I ask the minister to give serious attention to the
interests of the athletes who will be chosen to
compete in the Special Olympics in Perth.

Bowerbird Preschool
Mr ROWE (Cranboume) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Community Services the
Bowerbird Preschool in Carrurn Downs which on 5
March was totally destroyed by fire caused by an
electrical fault. Since then the local community has
supported the preschool and the children are being
housed and looked after at the Skye Primary School.
The school community was keen to assist and the
engineering staff of the Shire of Cranbourne
undertook the immediate engineering works
required to provide a safe play area for the
preschool children.
The community suffered not only from the
traumatic loss of a building but also from losing play
equipment and other uninsured items which cannot
be replaced. Will the minister consider a special
re-establishment grant for the Bowerbird Preschool
so that it can replace those uninsured items lost in
the fire, and will he assist the community's efforts in
raising funds? The latest fundraising effort by the
community was a fashion parade at the Seaford
Hotel which featured the popular Tommy Carter
band. Although some funds were raised at that
function I ask the minister to give special
consideration to making a ministerial grant to ease

Mr BROWN - We know your track record; it

stinks .
'

The SPEAKER - Order! The minister will
address the point of order.
Mr BROWN - I am referring to the orderly
agreements in this house about pairs and so on. I
want to clarify for the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale the way the house is run. Did he agree
to the incorporation of that document? Will that
agreement be honoured because, if it is not, a new
precedent will be set in this house?
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - On
the point of order, Mr Speaker, what the minister
has said is simply not true. You will recall, Sir, that a
few weeks ago during the debate on KNF
Advertising I was required to read into Hansard a
27-page--

Mr Leigh - Did you have an agreement?
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Mordialloc is out of order.

Mr BRUMBY - Sir, you will recall that I was
required to read material into Hansard despite
having had the agreement of the Leader of the
House, the Minister for Industry and Employment,
to incorporate it. I had seen him the night
before-Mr McNamara - No.

Mr BRUMBY - Don't say no, because that is
untrue.
Mr Rowe - You wouldn't know the truth if you
fell over it.
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Mr BRUMBY - I ask for that to be withdrawn.
The SPEAKER - Order! I did not hear the
remark, but the Leader of the Opposition finds the
remark of the honourable member for Cranbourne
offensive and, therefore, I ask that it be withdrawn.
Mr ROWE (Cranbourne) - Mr Speaker, if the
honourable member knows the truth when he falls
over it, I will withdraw.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Cranbourne should know that the
tradition of this house is that an honourable member
should make an unqualified withdrawal. I ask the
him to get to his feet and withdraw.
Mr ROWE - I withdraw.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - There
is no point of order because some weeks ago when
the house was debating the I<NF Advertising matter
I had an agreement with the Leader of the House to
incorporate material, yet when I came to this house
and asked for leave the minister at the table, the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, said no,
despite there being a clear agreement. The minister
comes to the house with hypocritical nonsense.
There was no agreement and frankly to hear this
rabble--

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BRUMBY - A total rabble.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Has the Leader of the
Opposition finished his point of order?
Mr BRUMBY - There is no point of order and
no consistency. Government members have
breached the standards of this place.
The SPEAKER -Order! I have heard sufficient
on the point of order. The Chair has no knowledge
of any agreement made between the parties and, in
fact, it has no interest in them. When an application
for leave is made standing orders provide that one
lone voice from the humblest backbencher can
refuse leave. When I put the question, 'Is leave
granted?' a voice said no and I took notice of the
voice and leave was refused.
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Responses
Mr REYNOLDS (Minister for Sport, Recreation
and Racing) - The honourable member for
Dandenong North raised for my attention the Active
At Any Age program. The program has not been
discontinued. In fact, in the next few weeks I shall
launch an adjunct to it that should please the
honourable member.

On 16 April many overseas visitors will participate
in the World Veterans Table Tennis Championships
in the Exhibition Building. It will be sponsored by
the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism and the
government through the Melbourne Major Events
Committee. In late 1995 the Australian Masters
Games will be held in Melbourne and will attract
more than 8000 visitors. The World Cup for
orienteering will open next week in Ballarat.1t caters
for all age groups, with participants up to 80 years of
age. The government is mindful of the need to assist
and provide facilities and opportunities for the aged
and will continue to do so.
The honourable member for Niddrie raised with me
funding for Sarah Gibson, an intellectually disabled
person, as well as other Victorians who wish to
attend the fifth national Special Olympics in Western
Australia. In 1992 the department was allocated $6.8
million from certain bets on the Totalizator Agency
Board for its programs and capital works
expenditure. If such a funding process were still in
place the amount available would amount to
apprOximately $17 million, but instead it is $7
million. It was easy for the former Labor
government to rip off $1 or $2 million from the then
sport and recreation portfolio and allocate it to social
welfare. The opposition should not say that the
government is denying funding for people to attend
the Special Olympics or sporting events for the aged
because funding problems were being experienced
by my department well before the coalition came to
office.
I assure the honourable member for Niddrie that if
he were inclined to donate to the government the
$20 000 that the Labor Party collected with the
intention of proceeding with its Supreme Court
action in the KNF Advertising case, the government
would gladly accept the donation and use it for the
promotion of these sporting events. If he has that
sort of money squirrelled away we will accept it.
Mr Sercombe interjected.
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Mr REYNOLDS - The honourable member for
Niddrie-The SPEAKER - Order! The minister will ignore
interjections and conclude his answer.
Mr REYNOLDS - I will most definitely ignore
interjections, Mr Speaker.

Mr Sercombe interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the honourable
member for Niddrie.
Mr REYNOLDS - I assure you, Mr Speaker, and
I assure the honourable member for Niddrie that
decisions in my department are not made on a
whiteboard! There will be no Reynold's rorts in this
business. Last but not least, I have a sister-in-law
who is in the Special Olympics. I have opened the
Special Olympics for the past two years. I know a
little about this - more than the honourable
member for Niddrie. I assure honourable members
that all disabled Victorians will be well looked after
by the government.

Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - The honourable member for Altona
referred to the spotting of trees in Ballarat. She asked
whether there should be an independent inquiry, a
matter she has raised on a previous occasion.
Ms Marple interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Altona has already raised the matter.
She will remain silent.
Mr COLEMAN -If the honourable member for
Altona is not prepared to accept the Environment
Protection Authority (EPA) as an independent
authority she should say who she thinks it ought to
be because - Ms Marple interjected.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Altona has continually ignored
instructions from the Glair. Although the Chair is
patient and kind, the patience and kindness is
running out.
Mr COLEMAN - The EPA is held in high regard

by the government. It believes the EPA's inquiry
will have no interference. The departments of
conservation and natural resources and agriculture
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are supplying people with appropriate scientific
qualifications to assist in that process. In due course
a new report will be issued.
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - The honourable member for
Benambra referred to work being Wldertaken at the
Victorian Institute of Animal Science at Attwood. I
visited the institute this morning with the
agricultural committee and was briefed by the
manager, Or Len Stephens. It is encouraging to see
the work being Wldertaken by oUI scientists and
researchers.

Our agricultural institutes are pleased with the
policy direction that the government has taken in
recent times which ensUIes that moneys available
are committed to research and extension programs.
Undoubtedly, the institute staff are responding to
tha t policy direction.
The programs have resulted in a 10 per cent increase

in layer production for the egg industry, major
improvements in sow nutrition in the pig industry
and a program of new farrowing crates will be
laWlched shortly. Other programs have increased
shelf life for pork and developed the Johne's disease
accreditation kit, which is an important
breakthrough in fighting that disease. The
honourable member for Benambra highlighted that
Johne's disease affects approximately 14 per cent of
OUI dairy herds. We must implement a major
campaign to test for Johne's disease and eventually
eradicate that disease from our animal industries.
The disease puts Victoria in a difficult position,
especially as regards the transfer of stud cattle to
other parts of Australia and New Zealand. Other
initiatives are being Wldertaken. The Australian
National Quality Assurance program provides
research facilities and other services to the wool
industry - for example, the scabby mouth vaccine
for the live sheep trade.
It is pleasing to see that the agricultural institutes are
responding positively to the encouragement they are
being given. That will ensure that they, together
with the Department of Agriculture, develop
programs to help farmers make a dollar or save a
dollar.

Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - The
honourable member for Preston directed my
attention to the Heide1berg West Primary School and
the disadvantaged schools program. I am aware of
that primary school because it is in the electorate of
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the Minister for Small Business. He talks to me about
it constantly and makes representations on behalf of
not only that school but a number of other schools.
He has achieved a great deal for schools in his
electorate, particularly with regard to the Olympic
Park Primary School.
I assure the honourable member for Preston that the
program is part of the Commonwealth Equity
Program for Schools (CEPS). Victorian schools are
currently awaiting the commonwealth's signature
on the CEPS program. The hold-up is with the
commonwealth; allocations will be made as soon as
the funds become available.
The honourable member for Monbulk raised the
self-management of schools, mentioning Monbulk
Primary School in particular. I congratulate the
Monbulk Primary School, which is operating
effectively under self-management, on what it has
achieved. The school has more than 300 students
and has reduced class sizes from 28.3 last year to
24.8 this year. It has achieved reductions rather than
increases in class sizes while providing a range of
programs in art, music and physical education as
well as library programs.
I congratulate the school and its principal, Mr Ray
Yates. It is another example of the fine things that
are happening in Victorian schools. It is disgraceful
that the trade unions and the Labor Party have been
peddling misinformation and denigrating the school
in the community. They are saying that class sizes
have increased when in fact they have been reduced,
and the school is able to provide a wide range of
good programs. It does the teacher unions and the
Labor Party no credit to peddle false information
and denigrate a fine school which provides excellent
education for its students.
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) The honourable member for Cranboume directed to
my attention the Bowerbird Preschool at Botany
Park which has virtually been destroyed by fire
damage. I compliment the honourable member on
his extremely valuable work with young families in
his electorate, particularly in respect of child-care
services. Cranboume is a significant growth area
and its constituents are fortunate to have such an
excellent local member who makes solid and sound
recommendations to the government concerning
their needs.
The honourable member is well aware of the needs
of young families, which is particularly relevant in
this, the International Year of the Family. I will
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discuss further his concerns about replacing the
kindergarten's buildings and facilities. I am
concerned about the matter. I pay tribute to the
committee of management and the parents of the
children affected. It is a special case and I assure the
honourable member that I will examine it to see
what assistance the government can give.
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) My colleague - -

Mr Baker interjected.
Mr BROWN - At least I honour my agreements!

The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the minister to
resume his seat. Even though the day's work is
nearly done we still require a degree of decorum in
this house. The minister without interruption.
Mr BROWN - My colleague the honourable
member for Wantima raised a matter that has
concerned people in his electorate for many years. I
recall the issue of the heavy traffic congestion on
Wellington Road being discussed in this house on
many occasions.

Mr Baker interjected.
Mr BROWN - I am talking mid-tenn of your
government!

The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the honourable
member for Sunshine that if he makes one more
remark tonight - I know it is a big imposition at
this hour - I will deal with him.
Mr BROWN - I recall the previous Minister for
Transport, Mr Spyker, making assurances that
funding for the road would be provided. In 1988 the
Royal Automobile Club of Victoria conducted a
number of traffic surveys on Wellington Road
showing it to be a road of extreme congestion in
peak hours. In the intervening years the level of
traffic on the road has increased. Petitions have been
taken up in respect of the matter. I am well aware of
the support the honourable member for Wantirna
has given the local community on this issue, and he
has now been joined in his efforts by the honourable
member for Knox. They have worked as the
dynamic duo on the problem and their work is
reflected in the personal support they are getting
from their electorates.

I am conscious of the need for funding for the
upgrading of that road. As a result of the
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representations made by my colleague the
honourable member for Wantima, I will refer the
matter to the Minister for Roads and Ports in the
other place with a request that it be seriously
considered as one of the projects to receive funding.
An opposition member interjected.
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Footscray referred to the closing of a facility which
operated as an ambulance service and to which the
local community made a sizeable contribution. He
asked whether the community should receive some
recompense. I will direct that matter to the attention
of the Minister for Health and ask her to respond to
him.

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - From what I have heard of
the recent movements on the other side of the house,
I think you will get a good look in in the next few
months!

The honourable member for Mordialloc raised a
matter concerning a former officer of the City of
Footscray. I will direct that to the attention of the
Minister for Local Government in another place and
ask him to respond.

The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the minister to
concentrate on the matters at hand.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 9.46 p.m.

Mr McNAMARA - I am sorry, Mr Speaker, I
was provoked. The honourable member for

