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The SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Plowman) took the chair
at 2.05 p.m. and read the prayer.

CONDOLENCES
Kevin Myles Stephen Holland, Esq.
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - I move:
That this house expresses its sincere sorrow at the
death of Kevin Myles Stephen Holland, Esquire, and
places on record its acknowledgment of the valuable
services rendered by him to the Parliament and the
people of Victoria as member of the Legislative
Assembly for the electoral district of Flemington from
1956 to 1967.

Kevin Myles Stephen Holland, who had been
suffering from a serious illness in recent weeks,
passed away last Saturday, 12 October, at the ripe
old age of 86. Mr Holland will be remembered for
his considerable service to the community and for
his contribution to the Victorian Parliament during
his 11 years as a member of this house.
Mr Holland was born in North Melbourne and spent
all of his life in Flemington. He was educated at the
local schools of the Holy Rosary Primary School in
Kensington and Saint Mary's CBe in West
Melbourne.

He then joined the Victorian public service and held
a number of positions, including senior health
inspector with the then Health Department, a
position he held until he was elected to this place at
a by-election in February 1956 following the death of
his father, John Joseph Holland, who had held the
seat.
Kevin Holland held the seat, which covered
Flemington, Kensington, parts of Ascot Vale, North
Melbourne and Parkville, until it was abolished in
March 1967. From 1958 to 1964 Mr Holland served
on the Statute Law Revision Committee.
Both inside and outside of this house Mr Holland
concentrated on local government issues. While a
member of this house he combined his
parliamentary service with local government
commitments as a Melbourne city councillor. He
represented the people of the Hopetoun ward for
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more than 24 years, from 1951 to 1975. For most of
his term, Mr Holland led the council's ALP group.
After leaving this place, he was appointed a member
of the Town Planning Appeals Board, and in 1975
the Hamer government appointed him as a
commissioner of the City of Keilor after the
municipality was disbanded following internal
divisions, economic deficiencies and fragmented
planning. It is believed that appointment was the
first time a commissioner had taken over the affairs
of a municipal council in Victoria. It is in that role
that many of us in this place will remember
Mr Holland. The municipality grew to become one
of Melbourne's strongest under Mr Holland's
five-year administration. While at the City of Keilor,
Mr Holland was a Board of Works commissioner
and a member of the Western Region Committee.
In 1983 Mr Holland was awarded an AM, a member
in the general division of the Order of Australia in
the Australia Day honours, for outstanding service
to local government.

Mr Holland was very active in his retirement. He
was an occasional member of the Planning Appeals
Board. He also travelled extensively, and he
followed cricket and horseracing, admitting to being
a very unsuccessful punter.
Those who knew Mr Holland recall his pleasant,
straightforward manner and well-groomed
appearance. He was in real form, a traditional Labor
member of this place, upholding all the traditions of
the Labor Party. He was a proud individual, and he
was very proud of the Labor Party as it then was.
On behalf of the government, I extend condolences
to the family of Mr Holland, and personally to his
wife, Sheila.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I join
with the Premier and other honourable members in
extending condolences to the family of Kevin Myles
Stephen Holland. Mr Holland was a member of this
place from 1956 to 1967 representing the electorate
of Flemington in the 40th, 41st, 42nd and
43rd Parliaments. During that time he also
represented the Hopetoun ward of the Melbourne
City Council. Mr Holland took over from his father,
John Joseph Holland, who served as the member for
Flemington in this place for more than 30 years. The
passing of Kevin Holland concludes more than four
decades of dedicated service by the Holland family
to the state and to the parliamentary Labor Party as
members of the Legislative Assembly.
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The contribution of Kevin Holland to the Parliament
of Victoria was only one aspect of his much wider
service to the Victorian community. Following his
education at St Mary's CBC he worked as a senior
health officer with the then Victorian Health
Department. He served his country in World War IT
in the Pacific Islands. In 1955 Kevin Holland's father
died, and in Kevin's first speech as member for
Flemington he spoke about the contribution his
father had made and how he desperately wanted to
emulate him. In that speech he said something that
he was to repeat many times in his life, which is
shown in press cuttings and Hansard:
As the twig is bent so the tree grows.

This was a difficult time for the Labor Party because
of the split of the 1950s. As a devout Catholic, Kevin
Holland came under intense pressure to leave his
party, but his commitment and his loyalty were
unwavering and they remained so right through that
extremely difficult period.
In Parliament Kevin Holland was recognised widely
as a prolific and informed speaker. He made
numerous contributions to debates as diverse as the
living wage, education, nurses, racing and liquor
regulations and a whole range of issues of social and
economic importance.

As the Premier has said, he was a member of the
Statute Law Revision Committee for a period of
some six years, although his specialty was in the
area of local government. He served the community
as a City of Melbourne councillor from 1951 to 1975,
an extraordinary period of 24 years when he was
leader of the Labor caucus on that council. After his
seat of Flemington was abolished in 1967, Kevin
Holland concentrated on his service to the
Melbourne City Council and he also took up a
position on the Town Planning Appeals Board in
1972. He held that position unti11982. In 1975, after
the Keilor City Council was dismissed by the state
government, Kevin Holland was appointed
commissioner and he held that position as a
one-man council for five years unti1198O. During
that time he oversaw a range of projects for the
community, including the building of many bridges
and the development of the council's engineering
works and a public golf course.
During his term as commissioner he was also a
member of the Western Region Committee. As a
mark of the respect with which he was held I am
told his popularity with the local community was so
great that when he finally retired as commissioner in
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1980 and the elections were held dozens of people
simply wrote on their ballot papers, 'Kevin Holland,
I'. In 1982 his longstanding service to the
community was recognised when he was made a
member of the general division of the Order of
Australia for his outstanding service to local
government.
Kevin Myles Stephen Holland and his wife, Sheila,
were dedicated and committed people who devoted
their lives to public service. His service to the Labor
Party, the Parliament of Victoria and the Melbourne
City Council will not be forgotten, nor will his
extraordinary commitment to the people of the
western suburbs. On behalf of the parliamentary
Labor Party I join with the Premier and all
honourable members in extending sincere
condolences to his family.
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - I also join briefly with the
Premier and the Leader of the Opposition in paying
respect to Kevin Myles Stephen Holland. Although I
did not know him, his record of 11 years service to
the people of Flemington as a member of Parliament
gives some indication that he was well respected
within his local community. He lived to 86 years,
which is a relatively long life. Many of us would like
to reach 86, but only time will tell.

The Premier referred to Mr Holland being a punter
and a lover of cricket. As the member for Flemington
I guess you would have to be a punter because so
much of that community is associated with
horseracing not only from a Victorian but also a
national view point. With those brief remarks I
extend my condolences and those of the National
Party to the wife and relatives surviving Kevin
Holland. I express appreciation for a man who came
to this place and served the people of Flemington for
11 years and who also served local government
admirably. The fact that he lived a contented life in
metropolitan Melbourne is a lesson for many of us.
H we can go about our work and our lives properly
with a degree of accountability and credibility we
will have done justice to our fellow human beings.
Mr COLE (Melbourne) - I support the
condolence motion moved by the Premier and
supported by the Leader of the Opposition and the
Deputy Leader of the National Party. I knew Kevin
Holland quite well. I was telephoned by his nephew
last week when he informed me that Kevin was very
ill and that he would probably pass away. I was very
sad to hear that and I was also shocked to hear that
he was well over 80 years old. He lived around the
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corner from me and I saw him almost every day. He
used to walk every day, and it was not a short walk
either! He walked much further than I ever walked!
The most important point I make is that, apart from
his incredible community service, he was truly a
lovely man. He was very quietly spoken and indeed
a little shy. His decision to remain a member of the
Labor Party as a member of Parliament and a
Catholic during the 19505 was a hard one for him. I
believe he was the only one other than Jack Galbally
who did. He was close to Mary Elizabeth Calwell
and Arthur Calwell, both of whom did not leave the
Labor Party and who came under considerable
criticism in the Flemington area. In fact, Arthur
Calwell was virtually banned from St Brendan's.
With the lOOth anniversary of the church a few years
ago those problems were overcome. They were
welcomed back and they were acknowledged for the
great work they had done, which was a tremendous
thing. Although it was one of the tragedies of that
time it showed the great fortitude Kevin had.
Indeed, but for people like him I do not know where
the Labor Party would be today.
Kevin was very much his father's son in that his
father was a member of Parliament for an enormous
length of time. Four decades of his father's service
were recognised by two significant places being
named after him - Holland Park and Holland
Court - but to date there is nothing to recognise
Kevin Holland's contribution.
Kevin Holland was put out of Parliament by a
redistribution, which is probably the fear of many a
member - not me of course. The seat of Melbourne
was extended to include Flemington. It was very sad
that a person who had contributed so much to the
community had to go that way. Kevin retained his
membership of the Labor Party right up until the
day he died. He turned up each year to the first
branch meeting to renew his membership. He never
forgot his roots with the working class.
His service on the Melbourne City Council can be
summed up by saying he was a scrupulously honest
person, and that was recognised when he was
subsequently appointed a commissioner for the
Keilor council by the Hamer government. He was
involved in the restructuring and rearranging of the
council. His service was acknowledged in 1982 when
he was awarded the Order of Australia. I offer my
condolences to his wife and family. He was a great
man, a great achiever and a really kind bloke.
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The SPEAKER - Order! I thank honourable
members for their comments following the death of
Kevin Holland. I did not know him personally, but
during the Hamer era when he was a commissioner
in local government I knew him by reputation. I
share the views of the honourable member for
Melbourne; he was a man of absolute sincerity and
capacity. He had a very fine record of service to this
Parliament and to local government. I share the
condolences offered by honourable members to his
family upon his death.
Motion agreed to in silence, honourable members
showing unanimous agreement by standing in
their places.

ABSENCE OF DEPUTY PREMIER
The SPEAKER - Order! Before I call for
questions without notice, I advise that the Deputy
Premier will be away this week during the business
of the house. He is overseas on government business.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Minister for Education: Hansard
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - My
question is directed to you, Sir, as Speaker. I refer to
a letter dated 11 October 1996 sent to you by the
Minister for Education. When did you receive that
letter? Was it delivered to you by hand, by mail or
by facsimile?

The SPEAKER - Order! In reference to persons
to whom questions may be addressed the
21st edition of May states:
(i)
Questions to the Speaker. Questions dealing with
matters within the jurisdiction of the Speaker should be
addressed to the Speaker by private notice ...

I commend the Leader of the Opposition to do what
he has already done in writing to me on a matter,
which is a matter of confidence between the Leader
of the Opposition and me. I advise him to raise this
matter similarly.
Mr Brumby - On a point of order, in relation to
your ruling An honourable member interjected.

Mr Brumby - Why don't you wait and listen.
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The SPEAKER - Order! I wish to hear the point
of order.
Mr Brumby - In relation to your ruling, Sir, and
the advice you have been given by the Clerk, I draw
your attention to the full paragraph from which you
have just quoted. You will note that at the
conclusion of that paragraph, which is at page 285 of
May - in the same area from which you quoted - it
states:
A question can, however, be addressed to him -

that is, the Speaker on a matter which urgently concerns the proceedings of
the house for which he is responsible.

I put it to you, Mr Speaker, that in terms of May and
previous rulings it is quite in order for me to ask this
question. There has been considerable media
commentary and comment on the fact that - Mr Leigh interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Mordialloc!
Mr Brumby - The fact is that the Minister for
Education has written to you about changes made to
the parliamentary debates. That is a matter for
which you are responsible. It is clearly an urgent
matter. It has been a matter of public comment. I put
it to you, Sir, that it is totally consistent with May,
which states:
A question can, however, be addressed to him on a
matter which urgently concerns the proceedings of the
house for which he is responsible.

Oearly, the accuracy of the Hansard record is a
matter for which you are responsible. This is clearly
an urgent matter. It has been a matter of major
public comment. I put it to you that the question is
in order.
The SPEAKER - Order! The fact that there has
been a lot of media speculation about something
does not make it an urgent matter in relation to and
concerning the proceedings of the house. I do not
believe it is more important than other matters
which I would have thought the opposition and
other members would wish to raise with cabinet
ministers. I do not accept - Mr Brumby interjected.
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The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition will remain silent while the Speaker is
on his feet. I do not uphold the point of order.
Mr Dollis - With considerable due respect to
you, Mr Speaker, it is impossible for you to read the
minds of members of the opposition as they
relate--

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Dollis - With all due respect, if this house is
to have some integrity, let us at least deal with the
matter now. May is very clear. The advice you were
given is wrong. The point of order related to the
business of this house at question time. You must
answer the question directed to you if proceedings
in this house are to go in accordance with precedent,
in accordance with May, and if the opposition is to
have confidence in the rules of the game being
applied properly and appropriately and have
confidence that the Chair will protect those in the
minority against the wishes of those in the majority
in the house.
The SPEAKER - Order! The only part of that
point of order that was different from the previous
point of order was that the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition mentioned precedent. If he wishes to
raise precedent, I would like him, in his argument, to
advise the Chair of the precedent to which he is
referring. I do not uphold the point of order.

Motorcycle grand prix
Mr ROWE (Cranbourne) - I ask a question on a
matter of grave importance to the people of Victoria.
Will the Premier advise the house of details of the
announcement made today regarding the staging of
the Australian motorcycle grand prix at Phillip
Island?
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - The International
Motorcycle Federation has issued what is currently
described as its provisional calendar for the year
1997. As the house will be aware, Victoria has
resecured the motorcycle grand prix after it was
given away by the previous government under the
leadership of the then Premier, John Cain. That
event went to New South Wales. My colleagues on
the Major Events Committee and I have been
working for a long time to resecure it for Melbourne.
In this case, it will obviously return to Phillip Island,
which is an internationally recognised track. I am
happy to say that the International Motorcycle
Federation has given us a provisional date - -
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Mr Micallef - Are you selling off all the assets
now?
Mr KENNETI - The honourable member for
Springvale continues to interject and again indicates
how out of touch the Labor Party is with the
aspirations of this community, particularly
motorcyclists, regardless of age, and the very many
hundreds of thousands who support the sport
throughout the country.
The International Motorcycle Federation has given
us a provisional date of 12 October next year. That
therefore means we can continue to have a spread of
events throughout the year in Victoria. In fact,
October next year will be very busy. We will have
the AFL Grand Final on the last Saturday in
September. The first weekend in October will again
be an open day which will give the community an
opportunity, as it did a couple of weekends ago, to
look at the assets of the state. We will then have the
grand prix, the Caulfield Cup and the Melbourne
International Festival during the month of October.
Regardless of people's tastes and interests, October
in Melbourne will be an exciting period and will add
considerable economic benefit to the state.
Again I thank the Melbourne Major Events
Committee for its work, not just the chairman but
also the chief executive officer. The committee
operates on a budget of less than $1 million a year,
which can be compared with similar committees in
Perth and Adelaide that have budgets of more than
$7 million.
This is another major win for Victoria in the interests
of the community and, as former ministers would
understand, in promoting Victoria overseas to
attract tourists to the state.

Minister for Education: Hansard
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Minister for Education to his pathetic and
unbelievable explanation for falsifying the Daily
Hansard and ask him whether it is not a fact that
throughout the minister's parliamentary career he
has made a regular practice of making false and
misleading statements, including an entry in the
1996 Victorian Parliamentary Handbook, the register of
pecuniary interests in 1987, 1988 and 1989 and the
forced resignation of George Brouwer, to name just a
few. Is this an acceptable standard of honesty for a
minister of the Crown and the right example to be
giving to the children of Victoria?
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Mr W. D. McGrath - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, although the first part of the Leader of
the Opposition's question may be in order, I
question whether his continual references to
falsification of the Hansard entries by the minister is
supposition. I believe that part of his question
should be ruled absolutely out of order.

The SPEAKER - Order! I do not uphold the
point of order.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I have
basically no idea what - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask members of the
opposition not to flout the rules of Parliament by
waving press statements.
Mr GUDE - We are very used to hearing the
Leader of the Opposition take one step forward and
two steps backward. The little pantomime we have
seen this morning is another example of that. Last
Thursday I answered a question without notice; I
corrected the Hansard report later that day on my
recall, as I indicated in a letter to Mr Speaker. On the
subsequent day I made a correction of the Hansard
report back to what it should have been because I
found that I had inadvertently put the wrong thing
down on the greens. I have absolutely nothing to
hide. I make the point that the sole reason the
Hansard record is accurate today is that I made it
accurate - there is no other reason.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Brumby - I raise a point of order,
Mr Speaker, on the question of relevance. I asked the
minister whether, given his track record of making
false and misleading statements to the house, he had
set an acceptable standard of honesty for the people
of Victoria and an appropriate example for
schoolchildren. The minister has not answered
whether he has falsified parliamentary records or
made false and misleading statements in the house.

The SPEAKER - Order! Will the Leader of the
Opposition sit down. I do not know why I have to
answer the same point of order from the Leader of
the Opposition every question time. 'Get them to
answer the question' is the intetjection from the
Leader of the Opposition. I again say that the answer
must be relevant to the question. The Chair cannot
make a minister answer a question, but if he wants
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to, providing his answer is relevant, he must. There
is no point of order.
Mr Brumby interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! If the Leader of the
Opposition wants to continue arguing the point I
suggest he do so in chambers with me.
Mr Brumby - I will.

Correctional services: drugs
Mr TRAYNOR (Ballarat East) - Will the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services inform
the house of the recent proposals for drug detection,
deterrence and treatment in correctional services in
Victoria?
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - I thank the honourable
member for Ballarat East for his question. As the
chairman of the police and emergency services bills
committee and as a former police officer, he has a
specific interest in drugs and drugs in prisons. It is
true that under the Premier's drug initiatives
statement, Turning the Tide, the Department of
Justice and Correctional Services are conducting a
proactive campaign to limit the amount of drugs
coming into gaols and to provide proper treatment
for those who are serving their time in gaol.
Between 70 and 80 per cent of all people sentenced
to gaol have either a drug or alcohol problem, so it is
necessary to ensure that a proper statewide program
is put in place to assess the drug dependency of all
prisoners in gaols throughout the state.
With that in mind, we have told both the private
sector operators and public sector managers that we
want a drug-free environment in the gaols they are
looking after. That will be difficult to achieve, and
we understand that, which is why we have allocated
$5.3 million to assist them to benchmark themselves
and put in place programs to reduce drug
dependency and ultimately bring about total
freedom from drugs of addiction for all prisoners.
That is the real purpose and the goal behind the
Premier's drug initiative for Correctional Services.
The private specialist drug treatment agencies will
be asked to provide programs in family therapy and
psychotherapeutic counselling to teach offenders
about proper living skills, dysfunctional patterns of
behaviour and violent behaviours. It is hoped these
types of programs will assist in the overall
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management and rehabilitation of people with drug
addiction problems.
It is also fair to say to the credit of our publicly run
gaols that a lot of work has been done to reduce the
effects of drugs on people serving sentences. Indeed,
during the time of the previous Labor government,
something like 23 per cent of all people in gaols were
continuing to rely on illicit drugs of dependence. As
a result of proactive changes to legislation that
figure has been reduced to 7 per cent in the past
12 months.

Another interesting statistic is the number of visitors
who have been referred to police. In 1989 only 20
visitors were referred to the police, but 152 have
been referred in 1996. That has limited substantially
the amount of illicit drugs - Mr Cole interjected.
Mr W. D. McGRATH - It is interesting that the
honourable member for Melbourne interjects. He
gave an interesting speech a moment ago in
reference to a former member of Parliament, to
which we all listened in silence and with a degree of
reverence. But now the honourable member does not
want to hear the message, so he interjects from the
other side of the house.
.
The information I have given the house shows that
with proper programming and policing there is real
potential to limit the amount of drugs in gaols.
Mr Cole interjected.
Mr W. D. McGRATH - If the honourable
member for Melbourne wants to see people coming
out of gaol returning to their old habits that is fine
for him, but the government wants to see people
who have served their sentences coming out of gaol
and returning to society with a real chance, not
having to suffer a recurrence of drug addiction or
illicit drug use. That is what this whole program is
about.

As I said, $5.3 million will be provided for this
program for gaols right across the state.
The SPEAKER - Order! The minister has been
speaking for some 5 minutes and I ask him to wind
up his answer.
Mr W. D. McGRATH - The program has real
potential to provide an opportunity for those people
completing their sentences to regain some status in
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society and, it is hoped, to continue their lives
without dependence on illicit drugs.
The SPEAKER - Order! I thought perhaps the
honourable member for Melbourne wanted to ask a
question. No? You don't want to ask a question?
Mr Cole - Sorry, I didn't hear you.
The SPEAKER - Don't you want to ask a
question?
Mr Cole - Yes. Where did you get your wig
from?

Minister for Education: Hansard
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Minister for Education to his letter to
Mr Speaker and Mr Speaker's refusal today to
inform the house as to when the letter was received.
Minister, when was this letter signed by you? Was it
signed on Friday, or was it in fact signed on Monday
and backdated, as is very clear from the terms of the
letter?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) Mr Speaker - -
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Minister for Police and Emergency Services in whose
electorate of Wimmera the Pleasant Creek institution
in Stawell is located.
Last week I had the pleasure of releasing the state
plan for services for people with intellectual
disabilities and their families and carers. I
announced in that three-year state plan that this
government will contribute more than $1 billion for
people with intellectual disabilities over that period.
Included in that funding is $82.9 million of extra
money for new initiatives to expand the range of
services to people with intellectual disabilities and
their families and carers.
Part of the announced plan is that this government
will close yet another institution: by the end of 2000
the 103 clients currently residing at the Pleasant
Creek institution at Stawell will be relocated into the
community and the institution will be closed. That
closure will take place with the expenditure of an
additional $11.2 million that has been provided for
the redevelopment process, of which $52 million
will be spent on capital. largely for purchasing
houses throughout the community, mainly in
western Victoria, to provide accommodation for
those people as they move into the community. The
other $6 million will be spent on implementation of
the redevelopment process.

Mr Pandazopoulos - Tell the truth!
Mr GUDE - I am very happy to tell the truth.

The position with respect to this matter and the
sequence of events are quite simple.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr GUDE - The letter was signed and delivered
on Friday.

All 103 people who currently reside at Pleasant
Creek, Stawell, will be assessed individually in
consultation with their families and carers, the staff
of Pleasant Creek, and the Office of the Public
Advocate. A plan will be developed for each
individual to meet his or her accommodation and
day placement needs. We will seek to provide the
best and most appropriate accommodation and day
placement to meet the developmental needs of each
of those 103 individuals.

Pleasant Creek centre
Mr ELDER (Ripon) - My question - one of

substance, I might add - is directed to the Minister
for Youth and Community Services. Will the
minister advise the house of the benefits of the state
government's decision to redevelop the Pleasant
Creek centre at Stawell for people with intellectual
disabilities ?
Or NAPTHINE (Minister for Youth and
Community Services) - It is with pleasure that I
answer the question posed by the honourable
member for Ripon and acknowledge his significant
interest in and awareness of people with intellectual
disabilities. I also acknowledge the interest of the

Independent studies have shown the benefits of
improved quality of life and lifestyles of people with
intellectual disabilities who have moved from
institutions into the community.
Since its election in 1992 the coalition government
has had an extremely proud record of
deinstitutionalisation of people with intellectual
disabilities. Since the election in 1992,
840 intellectually disabled people have been moved
from institutional care into the community. That
represents a rate of more than 200 people a year.
Mr Cole interjected.
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Or NAPTHINE - The honourable member for
Melbourne says it is the opposition's policy. I would
hope it was a bipartisan policy. In fact, its origins
emanate from the days of the Honourables
Bill Borthwick and Rupert Hamer. Bill Borthwick
was probably the first person in Victoria and
probably Australia to talk about normalisation and
taking intellectually disabled people out of the
mental health area and into community services.
That was done under the previous Uberal
government, so the Labor Party has no claims of
exclusivity in that regard.
This government has been proud to have been
involved in the closure of the Aradale and Mayday
Hills institutions and the redevelopment of the
Jaynefield-Kingsbury institution. It has successfully
moved more than 840 people with intellectual
disabilities from institutions into the community
setting. Over the next three years it will move a
further 200 people a year from congregate care to
community-based placements.
The announcement of the closure of the Pleasant
Creek institution and the redevelopment of services
for those people has been well received not only
throughout Victoria but particularly in the 5tawell
community, which has a very enlightened view
about services for the intellectually disabled. It is a
positive reflection on the government and the
services it provides that it is continuing to work to
provide proper and appropriate community places
for intellectually disabled people.
The state plan, which commits more than $1 billion
to the program, will not only enable an expansion of
options and a flexible range of services for
intellectually disabled people and their families and
carers, but will ensure we can continue to provide
the best and highest quality of life for those people
in Victoria.

Teachers: minister's comments
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Minister for Education to his answer in this
house on 10 October 1996 - his actual answer, not
the one that appears in the Daily Hansard - in which
he said that excess teachers cost the taxpayers of
Victoria $26 million for:
'" no work, no return, and not one iota of effort.

How does the minister reconcile this statement with
education department directives of December 1994,
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November 1995 and again this year that all teachers
are to be included in timetables? What do they do?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - The
position is that at the beginning of the school year
1995 there were, I am advised, some 1554 teachers in
excess of requirement. They are then allocated across
schools wherever that is achievable.

Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr GUDE - Just hold on! Down, towser! At the
beginning of this year the number was 1500. By way
of background, I point out that under the previous
administration the number of people who were
away on leave -long service, annual leave, sick
leave, or whatever - reached 8000 so the Labor
government of the day hired an additional
replacement 8000, or thereabouts, full-time,
permanent teachers. 50 this problem of an excess
number of teachers has been with us for some time.
The position now is that teachers who fit into that
category are required when it is possible to assist in
schools where people are away on leave. There are
others who are in a situation - Mr 8rumby interjected.
Mr GUDE - Do you want to hear or don't you?
Others are held in their schools on what is referred
to as the relief teacher budget, which means that
effectively their employment is met to the extent of
about 70 per cent, I am advised.

There is another group of people who fit into the
category that I am concerned about - where the
government has had to effectively employ an
additional number of teachers on a part-time basis.
The effect is that in 1995 it cost the taxpayers of
Victoria $25 million; they effectively had to pay two
salaries for one job. So the reality is that in a number
of schools the teachers have not arrived in the
vacancy; the vacancies are still not filled, and the
hard working teachers in our schools - nearly
35 000 of them who do a fantastic job - have a
double load.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr GUDE - What also happens is that students
in those schools are denied access to continuous
teaching arrangements. That is the reason that I have
raised this matter of enormous concern.
Mr Brumby interjected.
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Mr GUDE - No, double dipping, double pay.
That is the reason why. The taxpayers of Victoria are
effectively paying twice. I stand by what I have said.

Heritage buildings: funding
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) - Will the
Minister for Planning and Local Government
provide the house with an overview of heritage
funding for Victoria?

Mr Batchelor - Mr Speaker, on a point of order,
this question is extremely broad. To ask for an
overview from any minister is a broad question, but
particularly of this minister, who will travel far and
wide. I believe it is an abuse of question time.
The SPEAKER - Order! I accept the point made
by the honourable member for Thomastown. I ask
the minister to accept that answers must be brief and
to the point, and ask him to give a brief answer.
Mr Batchelor - In those circumstances,
Mr Speaker, I believe it should be rephrased or be
ruled out of order.

The SPEAKER - Order! In deference to the
honourable member for Thomastown, I ask the
honourable member for Sandringham to rephrase
his question.
Mr THOMPSON - Bearing in mind the
minister's considerable interest in heritage funding
in recent times, I narrow the question down to recent
funding initiatives in the current financial period for
heritage projects in Victoria.
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning and
Local Government) - I thank the honourable
member for Sandringham for the precise question he
has asked me.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MACLELLAN - As you would appreciate,
Mr Speaker, the more the opposition interjects, the
longer the answer will be.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MACLELLAN - As part of a $16 million
program, the amount to be spent this year will be
$4.8 million. The work to be done includes, for
instance, work on Parliament House, where the
cleaning of the stone work at the front of the
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building is to be completed. I am sure all members
would join me in welcoming that work.
The funding that has been made available has been
used in a wide range of programs across the state,
including work on the Supreme Court, country
courthouses, schools and railway stations. On
Saturday the Minister for Transport recommissioned
the Ripponlea railway station, which has been
restored as required to honour its heritage values.
I am sure honourable members would be aware of
the work at Eastern Hill fire station and Werribee
Park. But members may not be aware of the work at
the Baimsdale courthouse, nor perhaps the work at
the Noojee trestle bridge. These projects have been
funded over the period of the $16 million program,
and will continue to get assistance this year with the
$4.8 million allocated under the program.
In addition to the work on specific government
buildings and properties, there is the work of the
Heritage Council, which replaced the Historic
Buildings Council. It makes loans and grants
available from a revolving fund. Grants have been
made in Beechworth; to Mandeville Hall, Toorak,
which I am sure the Minister for HOUSing will be
appreciative of; the distillery at Dunnstown; the
Mount Ophir winery at Rutherglen, which I know
the local member will be happy with; and St Paul's
Cathedral in Melbourne, where $70 ()()() was made
available interest free for the complete renovation
and restoration of the Chapter House. The revolving
fund is used for area conservation programs. It
enables heritage work to be done on a loans basis
with the money being returned and recommitted to
further programs.
In addition, there are heritage advisory services for
more than 20 municipalities that are participating in
the heritage program of studying and finding out
where heritage buildings can be identified and how
they can be given suitable protection under the
planning scheme.

I thank the honourable member for Sandringham for
the very precise question he has asked me. I thank
the honourable member for Thomastown for
narrowing the field for me and making it such a
pleasure to give up-to-date information on current
matters on heritage.

Teachers: minister's comments
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - I refer the
Minister for Education to his answer in the house on

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

ASSEMBLY

550

Thursday, 10 October, when he said twice that
teachers in excess cover for teachers taking annual
leave. Does the minister still stand by these remarks
or will he seek to have Hansard altered to reflect the
true situation in Victorian schools?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I stand by
the answer. I would not dignify the question with a
further answer.

HECS charges
Mr SPRY (Bellarine) - Will the Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training advise the house of
the influence increased HECS charges have had on
the level of student demand for places in Victorian
universities next year?
Mr HONEYWOOD (Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training) - In the past six months
the opposition has not asked one question on higher
education, an area of policy in which we have had
fundamental change - and that is not just in
question time but even on the adjournment debate.
The opposition has totally forgotten about an issue
of concern to wide sectors of the Victorian
community while it has been embroiled in trivial
pursuits. I have publicly stated that the Victorian
government believes no cuts to higher education are
welcome. Probably more than any other since the
Great Depression, this generation of young
Australians has not had the access to job
opportunities as graduates that previous generations
have had. NOtwithstanding that, we are very
pleased that Victoria is the only state in Australia to
have had returned to it the funded university places
which were taken from it by the Keating Labor
government. An amount of $6 million a year has
been permanently restored to Victorian universities.
There are 463 more funded university places as a
result of our constructive negotiations with the
commonwealth.

Contrary to the claim made by opposition members
who have been running around the countryside
maintaining that university enrolments for the
coming year will be down, I am pleased to report
that the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre has
advised that an initial analysis of applications for
1997 places reveals that the number of schoolleaver
applications for university places has been
maintained above the level for last year. In other
words, in 1995,35 233 applications for university
places were received from schoolleavers; this year
VTAC has received 35 661 applications. There has
been no Significant decline in applications for
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enrolment in courses deemed to be higher cost
courses, such as science and engineering. Therefore,
given the proposed scale of HECS charges, there
have been no moves from the high-fee courses to the
lower ones. That can be contrasted with the
performance of the opposition.
Two weeks ago the member for Morwell claimed
that university campuses in country areas would be
closed down. The member for Morwell was well
aware at the time - Mr Bracks - On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the
minister is clearly debating the question. I ask you to
bring him to order.

The SPEAKER - Order! I accept the point of
order: the minister is beginning to debate the
question. I ask him to stick to a factual answer and
not debate the question.
Mr HONEYWOOD - My answer relates
specifically to HECS charges. Yesterday the
honourable member for Morwell, the opposition
spokesperson for tertiary education, convened a
parliamentary liaison group of Labor MPs on all
university councils. This was meant to give him
expertise in addressing the issue of HECS charges,
the subject of the question. I report to the house that
the member for Albert Park attended - The SPEAKER - Order! What members of the
Labor Party do in their party organisation has
nothing to do with an answer to a question in
Parliament. The answer must refer directly to the
question, which is about the effects the increase in
HECS fees has had on student demand in the
coming year.
Mr HONEYWOOD - In addressing the
implications of HECS fees and the opposition's
concerns, it is relevant to note that the member for
Albert Park has attended only four university
meetings--

The SPEAKER - Order! If the minister continues
to flout the ruling of the Chair, I will hear him no
further. The minister will round off his answer.
Mr HONEYWOOD - Contrary to the
speculation in the media and the wider community
and contrary to the enthusiasm members opposite
have attempted to whip up, I inform the house that
applications have increased for full-fee-paying
university student places and courses with HECS
charges. Applications are up across a range of
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courses. Despite community concern about
university fees, and contrary to the speculation that
has prevailed, university students believe
universities can offer professional outcomes.
However, TAPE applications for next year are down
by 5000. That is an area of concern that we as a
government are trying to address to ensure that the
TAPE sector prospers and has a future - just as our
university sector has a healthy future.
The SPEAKER - Order! The time for raising
questions has expired.
Mr Batchelor - Mr Speaker, I raise a point of
order relating to standing order 121. Under the
heading 'Questions on Notice and Questions
without Notice' the standing order states:

Questions may be put to ministers of the Crown
relative to public affairs, and to other members relating
to any bill, motion, or other public matter connected
with the business of the house in which such members
may be concerned, in accordance with the following
standing orders.

Mr Speaker, I put it to you that that standing order
permits members of the opposition to direct
questions to any member of this Parliament on
public matters arising from any business with which
they are concerned. In that context, I put it to you
that a question without notice can be directed to the
Speaker of the House if it relates to a matter of the
administration and conduct of the house. Such a
question was directed to you this morning - An honourable member interjected.
Mr Batchelor - I am talking about standing
order 121. Mr Speaker, you have not ruled on this. I
ask you to ignore the interjections, which are
designed to put pressure on you, and to hear the full
extent of my argument. I acknowledge that
sometimes the standing orders are not precise and
assume a lot of precedents, and the practice of
looking to other Parliaments for them is
well-founded. You asked for precedents, and the
Leader of the Opposition referred you to May. He
quoted the guidance offered by the House of
Commons, in particular that part of May that states:

A question can, however, be addressed to him -
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I also draw your attention to the way the House of
Representatives deals with these issues. In the
House of Representatives, as in the House of
Commons, there is no doubt that members of the
Parliament may direct questions to the Speaker.

In the House of Representatives the procedure is
provided for in slightly more detail than is provided
for in either our standing orders or in May. I refer
you to page 515 of Browning's House of
Representatives Practice, second edition, under the
heading 'To the Speaker', which says:
A questionMr W. D. McGrath interjected.

Mr Batchelor - You may not be interested in
this, but other people arewithout notice may be put to the Speaker relating to
any matter of administration for which the Speaker is
responsible or on an urgent matter which concerns the
proceedings of the house for which the Speaker is
responsible.
It is quite clear on that. It also directs us to standing
order no. 152 of the House of Representatives, which
says:

At the conclusion of the question period, questions
without notice may be put to the Speaker relating to
-any matter of administration for which he or she is
responsible.

So I put it to you, Mr Speaker, that under standing
order 121 it is entirely appropriate for members of
this Parliament to direct questions to you on matters
that are your responsibility.
Earlier today we heard the Leader of the Opposition
direct a question to you on matters concerning the
administration of this house that stemmed from a
recent controversy about the changing of Hansard.
I will not go into the issues of whether it was
changed and what happened. Nevertheless, it is
clearly an issue that is within your responsibility; it
is within your area of administering this house.
What could be more fundamentally important to the
members of this house than the question of the
accuracy of Hansard?

that is, the Speakeron a matter which urgently concerns the proceeding of
the house for which he is responsible.

In fact, it is an issue that has been dealt with here by
another chamber, where this question of privilege
was discussed and raised by the - -
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An honourable member interjected.

Mr Batchelor - No, it was raised by the - The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member knows he cannot raise a matter of privilege
in this way. If he wants to proceed down that line I
suggest-Mr Batchelor - No, I am not raising - The SPEAKER - Order! You just raised the
question of privilege as a matter of privilege. I ask
you to remember the proper means by which
privilege is raised.
Mr Batchelor - It is not my intention to raise
privilege. I was referring to a matter that was raised
elsewhere, and if I used that expression, that was not
intended. I am aware that this is not the procedure
for raising privilege. I refer - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Batchelor - I am referring to a reference
made by a member for South Eastern Province to the
importance of parliamentarians honouring and
upholding the privilege of freedom of speech that
the traditions of this Parliament bestow upon them.
It is in that context that I am talking about general
questions of privilege, and I am not directing it to
any particular matter at all.
I put it to you, Mr Speaker, that as is set out clearly
on page 85 of the 21st edition of May we have, as
parliamentarians, as members of this Parliament, the
responsibility to protect and do everything we can to
maintain this privilege of freedom of speech.
I put it to you, Mr Speaker, that in that context the
question the opposition leader asked this morning
should have been allowed under our standing
order 121. It clearly allows questions without notice
to be directed to members of this Parliament, and
does not limit who those members may be; rather,
the limiting action relates to the matters that must be
contained wi~ that question.
The question the Leader of the Opposition put to
you, Mr Speaker, as a member of this Parliamentabout which there is no doubt - dealt with matters
that came within your responsibility, and he should
have been allowed to put that question.

Mr Mac1ellan - On the point of order,
Mr Speaker, I acknowledge the way the point of
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order has been raised with you, and I draw your
attention to the fact that your distinguished
predecessor, Speaker Coghill, made a very firm and
well-researched ruling on the question of what
questions might be addressed to the Speaker and
under what circumstances.
I suggest with great respect to you, Mr Speaker, that
before you give a ruling we would all benefit from
having a refreshed view of that ruling given by your
predecessor.
The honourable member has brought to notice the
ability of members to ask questions of persons not
currently ministers in the house. That has previously
been answered from the Glair to be restricted to
those members of the house who have a carriage of
the matter.
Indeed, the honourable member might regret having
raised the matter, because what he has pointed out
to us is the ability for members, perhaps on the
government side, to ask shadow ministers questions
where they have carriage of matters. That is where it
has been attempted to be used in the past, and
where it has been ruled appropriate to be used, but
fortunately it is a practice that has fallen into disuse.
Mr Speaker, the matter that has been raised is an
important matter, but it is one on which there have
been many rulings by your predecessors, and
doubtless there will be rulings to come from yourself.

Mr Dollis - On the point of order, Mr Speaker,
with respect to the Minister for Planning and Local
Government, he is known for his eloquence and
considerable knowledge, but in his attempt to get
you not to rule on the point of order made by the
honourable member for Thomastown, may I suggest
that he has somehow misquoted a previous speaker,
Speaker Coghill, because I have had considerable
discussions with former Speaker Coghill about the
ability of a member of Parliament to ask a question
of the Speaker on matters relating directly to
administration and to the authority of the Speaker.
May I suggest to the honourable member that he
may be rather surprised to find out that former
Speaker Coghill considers this procedure to be an
appropriate one.
I suggest to you, Sir, that given his rather eloquent
display of procedure, and the references that the
honourable member for Thomastown has quoted,
there is little doubt that the Leader of the Opposition
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did have the right to ask the question - and the
question should have been answered.
It is rather unfortunate that the advice received was
not clear and maybe did not allow the Speaker to
make a decision that he usually makes - and he
usually displays considerable fairness in this
chamber.

So I suggest, Mr Speaker, that the matter raised by
the honourable member for Thomastown, and the
precedent and the sources that he has quoted, make
it clear that you are the appropriate person for the
question to be asked of, that the Leader of the
Opposition was in order to ask the question, and
that the question should have been answered by you.
The SPEAKER - Order! I think I have heard
sufficient on the point of order.
As the Deputy Leader of the Opposition put it, the
honourable member for Thomastown raised the
matter in an eloquent manner. It was not off the top
of his head; he had done a lot of research on raising
this point of order. I will do him the courtesy of
doing some research in return before I respond to
the house at an appropriate time.
Mr Brumby - Mr Speaker - The SPEAKER - Order! A further point of
order? Not the same point of order?
Mr Brumby - No, a further point of order,
MrSpeaker.

On a further point of order, Mr Speaker, I wish to
raise with you questions regarding the accuracy of
the Daily Hansard record. I have to say, Sir, that after
a discussion I had with the Chief Reporter of
Hansard yesterday I was under the impression that
a statement would be made to the Parliament about
this matter. I thought that would have been made at
the earliest possible opportunity. That has not been
made. Therefore, I am raising this matter now, Sir, as
a point of order.
Mr Elder interjected.
Mr Brumby - He is responsible for the Hansard,
at least. I think we are all aware of the nature of the
changes that have occurred to the parliamentary
Daily Hansard. Last Thursday in question time the
Minister for Education in this place said:
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... it cost the taxpayers of Victoria $26 million for no
work, no return, and not one iota of effort from those
people.

In the Daily Hansard which appeared the next day
the quotation was amended to read:
... it cost the taxpayers of Victoria $26 million for low
work, low return and not one iota of added value from
these people.

Clearly Daily Hansard had been changed by the
Minister for Education. He changed the greens; he
has admitted so much in a press conference and
other conversations which he has had. It is
inconceivable that such a change could have been
made inadvertently. For a minister of his experience
who has sat here in Parliament - The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
OppOSition is now debating the point of order.
Mr Brumby - The Hansard record is your
responsibility, Mr Speaker, and therefore it is your
responsibility to ensure that Hansard is an accurate
record of the daily proceedings of Parliament. The
rules of the house, which you have distributed,
make it very clear the basis upon which alterations
may be made to Hansard. It states:
Alterations must be confined to the correction of errors.
The changing of sense, the introduction of new matter
or the deletion of statements is not permissible ... Based
on long usage, the practice in Victorian Hansard is not
to allow a member to make alterations in meaning
unless it can be shown that the reporter has misheard
or misunderstood the member, or the member has
made an obvious error.

They are guidelines issued by the Hansard
department. You, Mr Speaker, are well aware of the
precedents that apply in this case through the
numerous rulings provided in May and also through
the practice of the House of Representatives in
Browning. They refer to the accuracy and the nature
of a change made and whether there has been a
deliberate attempt to mislead the house, which of
course would then go to a matter of privilege, which
any member can raise with you privately by
correspondence.
Mr Speaker, I refer you to another debate which
occurred in another place in September 1985 when
the then Leader of the OppOSition, the Honourable
AIan Hunt, drew reference to May's Parliamentary
Practice and to the importance of the accuracy of the
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parliamentary record in terms of parliamentary
privilege. He went on to say that if Hansard was not
an accurate record, if Hansard has been tampered
with, matters of parliamentary privilege were
involved and the right of privilege to every member
and the right of free speech in this house.
We have had question time. The practice the
previous Speaker applied in relation to matters such
as this was to raise the matter immediately after
prayers and before question time. I thought that
would be the case today. I raise with you, Sir, what
has been a deliberate attempt to falsify the record of
this house and that changes had been made by - The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member may not make imputations in a point of
order.
Mr Brumby - I raise with you, Sir, an attempt by
the Minister for Education to mislead Parliament
and to change and falsify the record of this place,
because that is what occurred. I ask you, Sir, what
action you intend to take to correct the
parliamentary record and what action you intend to
take against the Minister for Education. On what
basis will you, Sir, consider the question of contempt
of Parliament due to the precedents which have been
set in the House of Representatives and by a former
Leader of the Opposition in the other place, the
Honourable AIan Hunt?
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition has raised a matter which, in effect, he
has already raised with me in a letter delivered to
me just before lunch this morning. The remarks he
has made are almost a verbatim report of the matters
he raised in his letter to me. It would be the normal
practice and a courtesy to the Chair for the Leader of
the Opposition to have given the Chair the
opportunity to respond in confidence to the matters
raised in confidence by the Leader of the Opposition
in a letter to the Chair. If he then wished to go
further with it he would have every right to do so.
The Leader of the Opposition raised the matter of a
former member in another place, the Honourable
AIan Hunt and a debate in September 1985. If I am
not wrong that matter referred to Mr Kennan, the
then Attorney-General, who made some corrections
or alterations of Hansard. The Leader of the
Opposition did not go on to say that the then
President, the Honourable Rod Mackenzie, ruled
that there was no breach of privilege and there was
no matter to answer, but that it was in the hands of
the honourable member.
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I was intrigued when the Leader of the Opposition
said at the beginning of his point of order that he
had heard from the Otief Reporter of Hansard that a
statement would be made about the matter in
Parliament. He must be a mind reader because at no
stage have I said to the Otief Reporter of Hansard
that a statement would be made in Parliament.
Mr Brumby - It might have been the minister
who said it.
The SPEAKER - Order! I do not know who said
it, but it certainly was not me. However, as this
matter has some currency, I indicate that the Hansard
record is the responsibility of Mr President and me,
and this morning we conferred on this matter and
prepared a form of words which I will make
available after reading it to the house:
In relation to any proposed corrections to Hansard

members of Parliament have the right to suggest
changes to the draft Hansard.

That is in line with the precedents set by the
Honourable Rod Mackenzie, a former President of
the Legislative Council and other Speakers,
including the previous Speaker, the Honourable
John Delzoppo, and others before. It is then up to
Hansard to decide whether the proposed changes
are in accordance with the rules governing changes.
Those rules are set out in the Parliament of Victoria
Member's Guide and are as follows:
1.2.2 ... Based on long usage, the practice in Victorian
Hansard is not to allow a member to make alterations
in meaning unless it can be shown that the reporter has
misheard or misunderstood the member, or the
member has made an obvious error. Obvious errors
include wrong dates, names or figures, the accidental
use of the negative, and so on. Substitution of words
and phrases and reconstruction of sentences for
clarification and grammatical accuracy are allowed
provided there is no alteration of meaning. The deletion
of statements made is not permitted.

In the case the Leader of the Opposition is referring
to, it is my understanding - for the sake of better
accuracy, if the Leader of the Opposition wishes, I
shall check in great detail that what I am saying is
correct - that the Minister for Education suggested
corrections to his Hansard proof - that is, his
green - and that Hansard accepted those
corrections. Having looked at the changes, the
minister then determined that they were in fact not a
true representation of what he said the day before.
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I am advised by the Chief Reporter of Hansard that
he had discussions with the minister and that the
minister changed the Daily Hansard record for the
weekly Hansard, which is the permanent and
authoritative record of Parliament, to ensure that the
words were exactly as he said them in Parliament.
The minister said publicly and I believe here that he
stands by what he says.
Mr Rowe - On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I
raise with you a matter in relation to the conduct of
the Leader of the Opposition at question time.
Standing order 89 covers this situation. The Leader
of the Opposition obviously was not prepared or
was unable to prepare himself to rise speedily to ask
a question today and it has happened on a number
of occasions. It has happened to me twice: I had
risen to my feet and there was a significant time
before the Leader of the Opposition rose. I ask you,
Mr Speaker, to rule on standing order 89, which
states:
When two or more members rise to speak the Chair
calls upon the member who first rose in his place.

As it seems to be the practice of the Leader of the
Opposition not to be prepared to rise - -

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member is debating the point of order.
Mr Rowe - He does not want to allow the house
to get on with its business expeditiously. I ask you,
Mr Speaker, to rule whether in future you intend to
abide by that standing order or whether you will
allow the Leader of the Opposition to waste the time
of the house.
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the honourable
member that this house follows various practices
that will continue to be followed. The honourable
member for Essendon took me to task last week on
the same matter. I advise that I will continue to
follow the practice of calling the Leader of the
Opposition to ask the first question without notice;
that is the practice of the house. It will continue
while I am in the chair.
Mr Brumby - On a further point of order,
Mr Speaker, I thank you for your ruling, which gives
the Leader of the Opposition the first call. In relation
to the point of order of the honourable member for
Cranbourne and in terms of the conduct The SPEAKER - Order! I hope this is a point of
order, not a point of view.
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Mr Brumby - It is a new point of order. My
point of order relates to the conduct of the house.
Last Thursday the honourable member for Yan Yean
was ejected from Parliament for raising with you
your capacity to call the member who had first risen
to speak. In terms of consistency and the practices of
the house, I put it to you that one of our members
was ejected on Thursday for making exactly the
point the honourable member for Cranbourne has
just made.
The SPEAKER - Order! That point of order is
absolute nonsense, and the Leader of the Opposition
should understand it. The honourable member for
Yan Yean earned the displeasure of the Chair on
Wednesday when, after the ruling on the
adjournment motion, he shouted out his displeasure
at the Chair's ruling. It was a direct reflection on the
Chair. The honourable member was warned. After
the ruling about where the call should go, the
honourable member again reflected directly on the
Chair by shouting out 'That is ridiculous' in an
unparliamentary manner. The honourable member
was asked to apologise. The honourable member did
not apologise. Therefore, the honourable member
was named. It has no bearing on the point of order
of the Leader of the Opposition.
Mr Dollis - On a further point of order The SPEAKER - Order! Be sure it is not a
frivolous point of order, otherwise I will hear no
further points of order.
Mr Dollis - It is imperative and very important
that the independence of the Speaker is paramount
and that the Speaker is not political.
Mr Cooper interjected.
Mr Dollis - If you listened you would find out.
In his previous point of order the Leader of the
OppOSition referred to some statements that may
have been made reflecting on the ability of the
Speaker to act independently. He named a person
who predicted that the Speaker would act in a
particular way. Given that there has been
considerable public comment, given that a
ministerial officer speaking on behalf of a minister
clearly stated how the Speaker was going to rule on
a particular matter, given that that statement clearly
reflects on the Speaker's independence, and given
that the ministerial officer was speaking on behalf of
a member of the executive, I ask you to investigate
and report to the house. If need be, I will be more
than happy to provide further details.
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The SPEAKER - Order! While I am in the chair I
intend at all times to be absolutely impartial. I think
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition knows me well
enough to accept that. In relation to the matter he
raised, if I am correct, he said that a ministerial
officer said he knew how the Speaker would rule.
He must be a mind reader, because at no time had I
had any discussion with any member of the
minister's staff or the minister on this question,
except when the minister rang me and asked me
how this matter could be raised by way of privilege.
I advised the minister of the practices in raising
privilege matters and gave him no more information
than I would give any other member of the house in
relation to raising matters of privilege which are part
of the record of the house.
In relation to any statement made by a ministerial
officer, I completely reject the inference in the point
of order. The member of staff had no backing for his
statement and no reason to make it. I completely
reject it.
Mr Thwaites - On a further point of order
relating to the changing of Daily Hansard by the
Minister for Education, I ask you, Mr Speaker, to
follow the precedent adopted by your predecessor
and report to this Parliament on the circumstances of
the change. I ask you to do that regardless of any
confidential communications you may have with the
Leader of the Opposition. On 7 September 1993 your
predecessor reported to Parliament on the changing
of Hansard by the honourable member for Polwarth.
That was done at my request. It was done because
the alteration of Hansard is such a serious matter and
the accuracy of the parliamentary debates is so
important that it is appropriate that this house and
the public be satisfied as to that accuracy. It is not
sufficient for there to be some confidential
communication between you and one member of
this house. For those reasons, I ask you to follow the
precedent that your predecessor followed and to
report in public to this house about the
circumstances of the alteration.

The SPEAKER - Order! I will be very happy to
oblige the honourable member in due course.

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND
REGULATIONS COMMITTEE

Alert Digest No. 6

Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill
together with report and appendix.
Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Oerk:
Aluminium Smelters of Victoria Pty Ltd (Aluvic) Report for the year 1995-96
Construction Industry Long Service Leave Board
(CoInvest) - Report for the year 1995-96
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 - Order pursuant to
sections 170 and 170A giving approval to the granting
of a lease for the purposes of Boatshed with associated
Restaurant/Cafe and Museum Lake Wendouree
Ballarat
Financial Management Act 1994 Financial Operations Statement - Report for the
year 1995-96
Auditor-General Report on the Statement of Financial
Operations, 1995-96 October 1996 - Severally ordered
to be printed
Gas and Fuel- Report for the year 1995-96
Land Conservation Council- Report for the year
1995-%
Loy Yang Power Limited - Report for the year 1995-96
National Parks Act 1975 - Amendment of Terms and
Conditions of the Consent to the renewal of Extractive
Industry Lease No. 286-1 for the quarrying of
hornfels - Chiltern Park
Planning and Environment Act 1987 - Notices of
approval of amendments to the following Planning
Schemes:
Bairnsdale (Shire) Planning Scheme - No. L56
Ballarat Planning Scheme - No. L8
Brighton Planning Scheme - No. U7
Campaspe Planning Scheme - No. Lll

Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) presented Alert
Digest No. 6 of 1996 on:

Delatite Planning Scheme - No. U
Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme - No. 1.38
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Hastings Planning Scheme - No. L114
Melbourne Planning Scheme - No. U02
Morwell Planning Scheme - No. L58

That, pursuant to sessional order no. 6(3), the orders of
the day, government business, relating to the following
bills and items of business be considered and
completed by 4.00 p.m. on Thursday, 17 October 1996:

Port of Melbourne Planning Scheme - No. L14

Shop Trading Reform Bill

Woorayl Planning Scheme - No. L54

Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill

Yarra Ranges Planning Scheme - Nos L14, 1.32

Building (Amendment) Bill

Powernet Victoria - Report for the year 1995-96
Statutory Rule under the Wildlife Act 1975 - S.R No.
98
Victorian Broiler Industry Negotiation Committee Report for the year 1995-96
Victorian Multicultural Commission - Report for the
year 1995-96
Zoological Parks and Gardens Board of Victoria Report for the year 1995-96 (two papers).

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
desire to move:
That this house censures the Minister for Education for:
1.

misleading the house on Thursday, 10 October 1996
in answer to a question without notice when he
said extra teachers 'cost the taxpayers of Victoria
$26 million for no work, no return and not one iota
of effort from those people';

2.

misleading the house in attempting to falsify the
Hansard record;

3.

for his total mismanagement of the portfolio of
Minister for Education;

4.

for the virtual collapse of the state's industrial
relations system while he was minister
responsible; and

5.

for the lack of a coherent policy in this state while the
minister was Minister for Business and
Employment.

Leave refused.

Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill
Address-in-reply to the Governor's speech
Corrections (Amendment) Bill

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - The
opposition opposes the government's business
program because of the total incapacity of
Parliament to have a debate about current matters of
the day, particularly issues that concern the people
of Victoria, such as the Minister for Education's
falsifying of the Hansard greens and his inept
handling of the education portfolio.
A few moments ago I sought leave to move a motion
to allow reasonable debate about the ineptness of the
Minister for Education in his portfolio. As is not an
uncommon occurrence in Parliament, the opposition
was denied leave to debate the motion, a sensible
motion condemning the minister for misleading the
house, falsifying the Hansard record and for his
statement last Thursday that 1500 extra teachers cost
the taxpayers $26 million for no work, no return and
not one iota of effort from them.
Mr Speaker, the opposition does not have an
opportunity to raise this matter. For the benefit of
honourable members who had not read the
correspondence from the Minister for Education to
the Speaker about why the minister changed the
Hansard record, I shall read it. It is dated Friday,
11 October 1996, and I ask honourable members to
keep that date in mind. They should think about the
minister sitting in his office on Friday, 11 October the day after 10 October, writing to the Speaker. He
states:
Dear Mr Speaker,
Last Thursday-

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Program
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I move:

I wonder whether he meant yesterday, or is it
possible the letter was written on the Monday. The
letter, allegedly written on Friday, continuesI answered a question in the house which included in
part:
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... 'as I said earlier today, last year it cost the
taxpayers of Victoria $26 million for no work, no
return, and not one iota of effort from those
people.'
I had numerous conversations on the subject during the
day and when reviewing the greens later that afternoon
altered them consistent it would seem with the
post-question time conversations.

That sentence is farcical and wtintelligible. The letter
continues:
On reviewing a tape of the debate the next day -

Perhaps he meant the Friday my amendments were clearly wrong.
I asked the Chief Reporter on Friday, October 11 to
reinstate the words in the original form for the official

Hansard.
I ask honourable members to examine the letter - a
letter supposedly written on 11 October. I asked the
Speaker on what date he received the letter and
wh~ther he would release the fax details to clarify
the Issue. We have a letter supposedly written on
11 October relating to the debate on the previous
day and the expression used is 'last Thursday'.
Parliament is a farce when the opposition is unable
to have a substantial debate about a serious matter.
The opposition relies on the rights of the house and
enjoys the privilege of free speech, and part of the
privilege of free speech relates to the accuracy of the
Hansard record.
The ruling which you gave earlier, Mr Speaker,
basically states that an honourable member can
make whatever changes he likes to the Daily Hansard
providing he gets away with it, but if he gets caught
out he can change his corrections back to the original
words and nothing will happen. That is what the
Minister for Education did and that is why the
opposition wants the opportunity to debate the
matter.
It is easy to see why the Minister for Education is
running away from a debate on this issue. This is the
same minister who was caught out in a report in the
Herald Sun of 24 August 1990 for failing to declare in
the register of pecuniary interests a property in the
eastern suburbs; this is the minister who was caught
o~t ~egarding the resignation of George Brouwer;
this IS the man who is caught out amending the
Hansard report and trying to mislead Parliament by
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providing false information to the Victorian
Parliamentary Handbook. This minister has an
appalling record in relation to prOviding the facts
and being honest. We ask for a full debate about
these matters so that the integrity of Parliament is
preserved.
Th~

n:uruster accused teachers of double dipping and
c1amung double pay; in effect he accused them of
being thieves! This is the minister who ruined the
Victorian industrial relations system, presided over
the lowest level of investment in the state and has
now brought his special skills to the education
portfolio. Mr Speaker, the opposition wants the
opportunity of debating these issues; it rejects the
government's business program and condemns the
minister for running away from a debate.
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - My remarks will be
brief.. I support the view that the house should get
on WIth the government business program. I do so
for several reasons, the first of which is that
important legislation is listed for debate in this
chamber today. Labor Party members seem to have
conflicting views on matters affecting shop trading
and gaming machines, so presumably they do not
want to talk about those things! Perhaps one should
refer to today's Age editorial, which says that apart
from about four opposition members the rest should
be removed.
The Leader of the OppOSition is trying to make
sme~s and innuendos against the Deputy Leader of
the Uberal Party and Minister for Education, so I
shall refer to a couple of facts. I can recall the
Hon?urable Jim Kennan, a former Attorney-General
and infamous Minister for Transport - we all know
of his ability to get trams up to this end of town! being awarded the Politician of the Year award
because he did not do what this education minister
did, which was to make alterations to correct a
transcript. The former Attorney-General rewrote his
speech. He did not just make alterations to correct a
transcript, he rewrote it.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The motion
before the Chair is the government business
program. I ask the honourable member to make his
remarks relevant to that motion.
Mr LEIGH - I am, Sir. I am explaining the
reason why the house should get on with debating
government business and pointing out that the
Deputy Leader of the Uberal Party and Minister for
Education has done nothing wrong. The fact is that
the minister altered Daily Hansard, as has been the
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right of every member of this house in the 14 years I
have been in this place. Clearly he has done nothing
like what I suggested a former Attorney-General did
with his speeches. To show the significance of the
opposition's argument, I will give another example
of the changes that used to be made, and this
example is by none other than a former Premier, the
Honourable John Cain. He could not remember the
numbers whenever he gave a reply in this chamber
at question time or on some other occasion, so he
used to order his adviser to run down to Hansard to
alter the transcript and put in figures to suit the
words he had used.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I will not
warn the honourable member for Mordialloc again.
If he does not make his remarks relevant to the
debate, I shall call the next speaker.
Mr LEIGH - The opposition's claim to want to
debate this matter today is irrelevant because the
fact is that the minister has not demonstrated
anything other than the fact that he is competent,
well-meaning and intent on providing Victorian
children with a good education. That has been
demonstrated to me on numerous occasions when I
have visited schools in my electorate.
Obviously the house will deal today with the Shop
Trading Reform Bill. Of course, the opposition does
not want to talk about that because of the unionists
in their ranks who are all against it while the other
half of opposition members who do not belong to
unions support it like the rest of us do.
The Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill is
also listed for debate. The opposition does not want
to talk about that because the Labor Party
introduced gaming machines to Victoria. If the
opposition wants a chance to govern this state one
day - which will not happen for at least a couple of
generations, judging by the way they are going - it
has to face up to the fact that it has mucked it up. It
must get rid of the few members of the Guilty Party
who are still here and address the programs of the
house responsibly rather than just giving us the
carping nonsense we have heard today. If they did
that perhaps people would see an opposition with
some credibility.
That would advance the government as well because
it would be seen to have some competition, and in
the same way that competition in business is good,
competition in this chamber would be good, too. At
present there is no competition for the government
because opposition members are all pleading guilty
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and do not want to participate in debate on the real
issues before Parliament. Let us see the four
opposition members that today'S Age editorial said
are okay stand up in this chamber and address the
future of their party and debate the legislation
brought before the house.
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - The opposition
opposes this motion because it wants to debate a
censure motion. The opposition wants to debate the
real issues facing Parliament today about which the
community is expressing concern and about which
there is public debate. The motion the Leader of the
Opposition sought leave to move includes the facts
that the education minister misled the house on
Thursday, 10 October in answer to a question
without notice when he said that extra teachers cost
the taxpayers of Victoria $26 million for no work, no
return and not one iota of effort from those people;
that he misled the house and attempted to falsify the
Hansard record; and that he has totally mismanaged
the education portfolio.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member must refer to the government
business program.
Mr MILDENHALL - The opposition seeks to
debate these matters. It wants to debate matters of
currency before the house. It wants to debate the
mismanagement of the education portfolio, as
mentioned in the motion the Leader of the
Opposition attempted to move but for which the
Leader of the House refused leave. I would have
thought that related to the government business
program and the decision by the Leader of the
House and the government to refuse to debate these
matters. The opposition wants to debate this strange
letter and the principle that, having made a
contribution to this house, instead of honourable
members then reading the greens and saying, 'Is that
really what I said?', the minister says that as a result
of conversations after the debate - The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member is again going back to
discussions that were held earlier about the Hansard
corrections. Let me remind him that that issue is well
gone. The house is now debating the motion moved
by the Leader of the House, which relates to the
government business program for this
parliamentary week. Therefore, the honourable
member's remarks should be relevant to that motion
and not to discussions that have occurred and are
now long gone.
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Mr MILDENHALL - Mr Deputy Speaker, the
Leader of the Opposition sought leave to move a
motion and leave was refused. He then
addressed - The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! For the
purpose of clarification, the Leader of the
Opposition moved a censure motion but leave was
refused for that motion. The Leader of the
Opposition then stepped to his next course of action,
which was to oppose the motion before the house on
the government business program. That is the issue
the house is now debating, nothing else.
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proper processes of Parliament. They tell us they
don't read the Age but when they do read it they
race down and correct Hansard again.
We have a scurrilous situation with the Shop
Trading Reform Bill. It proposes a major change that
will destroy small businesses and hurt workers yet
again. And how long will we have to debate it? We
will be prevented from debating it because the
government says we will go only until 4.00 p.m. on
Thursday.
Mr McArthur interjected.

Mr MILDENHALL - In opposing the motion
the Leader of the Opposition - -

Mr COLE - Listen, thug, I am not going to be
pushed around by a thug like you!

Mr Cole - On a point of order, Mr Deputy
Speaker, I wonder whether the issue of the
scurrilous change to Daily Hansard would come
within the Corrections (Amendment) Bill.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Monbulk is out of order
interjecting from the back seat and the honourable
member for Melbourne is casting unparliamentary
aspersions on the honourable member for Monbulk.
I ask him to ignore interjections and proceed with
his contribution to the debate.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! With some
mirth, the Chair rules that there is no point of order.
Mr MILDENHALL - My point is that the
Leader of the Opposition addressed the need for the
house to debate matters of greater importance,
matters of currency - the contents of the censure
motion. My argument is that the government
business program motion does not relate to the
matters of currency or great urgency before the
house. Given that the education minister has left the
ministry with no budget, with staffing confusion
and with schools facing closure and in absolute
shambles, these matters are of greater urgency.

Mr COLE - I am very sorry. I won't refer to him
in that fashion ever again. The important point is
that the government is again forcing members to
discuss important legislation in a short time.
Mr Steggall interjected.
Mr COLE - The people of Swan Hill will be
disgusted at what is happening with shop trading
hours.
Mr Steggall interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member's time has expired.
Mr COLE (Melbourne) - Mr Deputy Speaker, I
accept what you are saying about the changes to
Hansard. I will stick to my objection to government
business being truncated and pushed through in the
fashion that it is. Do you know what 'truncated'
means, Minister for Education? It means stopping it,
hitting it on the head - and that is what is
happening here.

Let's turn to the program. We need more time to
discuss the Professional Boxing and Martial Arts
Bill. I know that people on the government side
think they know a bit about boxing and thuggery,
and we observe that they do. But we want to bring it
right out, flesh it out, as they push things through
and amend them without any consideration for the

Mr COLE - You have sold them out yet again.
What a sell-out you are! Swan Hill small traders, go
north - they will be heading to New South Wales
because they will be put out of business by people
like you who have no regard for them. Members
opposite paraded themselves all around country
Victoria, saying, 'We will defend you', and as soon
as they were in government they not only truncated
legislation and failed to allow decent debate on it
but plan to also destroy small businesses without
allowing any chance for proper and respectable
debate.
As for the Gaming Machine Control (Amendment)
Bill, there is the issue of what the government is
doing about gambling. The links and the
relationships are of major concern to all of us. What
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sort of time are we getting to discuss these important
issues?
Mr McArthur - Mr Deputy Speaker, on a point
of order, I understand that the opposition is actually
opposing the motion relating to the government's
business program. It seems to me that the
honourable member for Melbourne is now busily
engaged in debating the Shop Trading Reform Bill
and the Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill,
which are both items on the government's agenda
for debate later this week. Perhaps he would like to
get on with the job.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! That is not a
point of order; it is merely expressing an opinion.

Mr COLE - I try not to express opinions, as you
know, Mr Deputy Speaker, but the honourable
member for Monbulk obviously does.
My concern is that, as usual, debate on major and
important legislation will be truncated, including the
Corrections (Amendment) Bill. How pertinent can
debate be to today's society than discussing
amendments to the Corrections Act - amendments
that propose change, as opposed to locking people
up in prison? We won't get the appropriate time to
discuss those important issues.
If we had done this when we were in government, it
would never have got through the upper house. It
would not have worked. We have never been able to
impose the guillotine in the fashion that is being
imposed by this government. Government members
think they are above scrutiny. That is the danger.
Again and again we have seen articles about the
gaming legislation. This government thinks it is
above scrutiny. It is pushing legislation through
with debating times which are totally unacceptable,
which are hurting Victorians, and which are not
subject to anything that resembles scrutiny of
legislation in an appropriate fashion. The
government has the attitude: 'We don't care about it;
just do it; just push it through'. We have to go into
the community and say, 'Look, this is what they're
doing, this terrible 4.00 p.m. rule, by which it all
goes through, without debate, by 4.00 p.m. on
Thursday. We don't guarantee there will be any
debate'.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member's time has expired.
Ms GARBUTI (Bundoora) - I oppose the
government's business program for three main
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reasons. The first is that the business program
should recognise the priorities of this Parliament in other words, it should include current urgent,
substantial matters of community concern and
debate, and this government business program does
not. It is significant that the program omits the major
issue of the day - never mind the major issue of the
week. The government business program does not
include the current issue, which is the education
system in Victoria and ministerial standards as they
are being applied by the Minister for Education.
I do not object to what is on the government
business program. They are substantial issues, and I
wish to contribute to debate on them as time goes
by. However, what is omitted is the single most
important political issue of the day and of the week.
It is not on there. This is supposed to be a house of
debate and review. Part of its role is to scrutinise the
government.

Honourable members interjecting.
Ms GARBUTI - So we are not allowed to
review what is going on in the community? That is
simply obscene!

This is not a place to rubber-stamp bills, where the
government wheels in its legislation and we just say,
'Yes, okay; off you go'. This is supposed to be a
house where matters ranging over the entire political
spectrum are revised and scrutinised. We are not
allowed to do that.
Today we have asked to debate education. Last
week we sought debate on the hospital system,
which was arguably the single most urgent issue of
last week and this week, but it is not on the
government's business program and it was ruled out
of order last week. So I argue this house is failing to
debate the most important issues of the day.
The education system is an important issue. That is
what the debate in question time was about and that
is what we should be debating now, or at least
finding time during the week's program to talk
about it.
The government business program was invented by
the government as a ploy to limit debates. That is
what we are talking about: a method by which we
can stop debate by 4.00 on a Thursday afternoon so
it does not continue any further. The alternative is to
add any important issue to the government business
program and continue the debate on the next sitting
day. What is wrong with debating matters? If we do
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not finish it this week it should be included in future
debates.
We seem to have got ourselves into a straitjacket,
where if a bill is not on the government business
program it cannot ever be debated. Part of the
problem is the desire of the government to close this
place down as a house of debate. The ploy that the
government is using to achieve that is the
government business program. That is why I am
opposing it.
What we should be debating is our education
system, and the cuts brought in by the government.
They were highlighted by the minister's comments
last week in the house. Now we should be debating
them. He talked about teachers in excess doing no
work. lbis government invented the problem of
teachers in excess by lowering the entitlements of
schools, by just saying, 'You're not entitled to as
many teachers as you used to have'.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member should not go down the path of
elaborate debate on a particular issue. Up to this
point her contribution has been very good.. I remind
her to stick to those guidelines.
Ms GARBUTI' - I am trying to highlight that
the education system of this state is an important
matter. Debate is raging out in the community
because of the concerns of parents, teachers and
students about its quality, yet we are not able to
debate it here today. That is just outrageous!

Another issue of crucial importance on which debate
is being gagged today is ministerial standards. A
minister has changed Hansard; he has misled
Parliament in question time; and he has falsified his
education qualifications in his entry in the Interim
Parliamentary Handbook. Those things go to the heart
of ministerial responsibility as well as to the
propriety and responsibility of every member of this
and every other Parliament around the country.
Those issues are being debated around the country
because of what is happening in federal Parliament,
but in this state we cannot debate them.
Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - lbis is a very
important debate. The whole idea of our approving
government business for the week is to ensure
flexibility and to make sense of the program the
government is proposing. Although the program is
adequate in most cases, there are situations such as
those we are facing now when we must have the
agreement of the house to raise other matters of
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substantial importance. As we say time after time to
the Chair and to members on the benches opposite,
unless opposition members are allowed to debate
particular issues on behalf of the Victorian
community the house will be brought into disrepute.
The issue is clear cut. The opposition asks the
government to agree to amend the program. If there
is nothing to fear, why not have a debate? If the
government is not frightened by the question of
ministerial standards, why not have a debate on
them? Ministerial responsibility goes to the heart of
good government.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr DOLLIS - You will get an opportunity to
debate it: you need only convince your government
to allow the debate to take place. Today a second
member of the Howard government resigned for
reasons to do with ministerial responsibility. He had
a conflict of interest, and his resignation came about
because in the federal Parliament standards were
upheld. We want the same standards upheld in this
place, and that is why we are asking for a debate.
We want the Victorian community to hear the
opposition's arguments.

Time after time the rules of the house are used to
gag debate because the government is frightened.
The government does not want to allow the Leader
of the Opposition to expose the things that should be
exposed in this place, and it does not want the
Leader of the Opposition and the opposition to lead
on behalf of the state. As a result we cannot have a
debate on decent standards. Today, the second time
in one week, a minister has resigned from the new
Howard government because the federal Parliament
upholds the principles of ministerial responsibility
and ministerial standards.
Our proposition is straightforward. We can debate
all the bills listed in the program set by the
government business programming committee, but
we want to debate an additional item. What is more
important than a debate on education? What is more
important than the integrity of teachers, which the
minister has questioned? Having done that, he
altered the record! Never before has a Minister for
Education expressed such a low opinion of the
people who are educating our children. If we do not
get an opportunity to debate that - An honourable member interjected.

SHOP TRADING REFORM BILL
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Mr DOLLIS - The honourable member for
Mordialloc displays his lack of knowledge of the
education system. He talks about excess teachers
without understanding how the system runs. It
relies on teachers who commit themselves day in
and day out. We rely on teachers to make sure we
have a decent education system, and opposition
members have confidence in the teachers who are
rurming the system under very difficult
circumstances. But we want to raise our concerns
about a minister, a government and a political party
that refuse to allow democratic debate in this
chamber. The options are clear: if the government
has nothing to fear, it should allow the debate.
The SPEAKER - Order! The time allocated for
debate on the question has expired.
House divided on motion:
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Campbell,Ms
Carli,Mr
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Oollis,Mr
Garbutt,Ms
Gillett,Ms
Haermeyer, Mr

Loney,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Thwaites, Mr

Motion agreed to.

SHOP TRADING REFORM BILL
Government amendment circulated by
Mr REYNOLDS (Minister for Sport) pursuant to
sessional orders.
Opposition amendments circulated by
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) pursuant
to sessional orders.

Ayes, 54
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Brown,Mr
Burke,Ms
Clark,Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean, Or
Oixon,Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder, Mr
Elliott,Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
jasper,Mr
jenkins,Mr
john,Mr
Kilgour, Mr
Lean,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton, Mr (Teller)
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr J.F.

McGrath, Mr W.O.
McLellan, Mr
Maclellan, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin,Mr
Perton,Mr
Pescott,Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F. (Teller]
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr LW.
Spry,Mr
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs

Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 September; motion of
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education).
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
have circulated amendments to the legislation, and
later in the debate I will move a reasoned
amendment. By way of introduction I point out that
the opposition will strongly oppose this legislation.
We have circulated proposed amendments, we will
move a reasoned amendment, and we will divide on
the final readings of the bill.
I welcome the agreement reached between the
opposition and the government to restrict most
speakers in this debate, apart from myself as lead
speaker, to a period of 15 minutes to give as many
members of this house as possible the opportunity to
speak on a significant piece of legislation for
Victorians.
At the outset I must say this bill marks yet another
broken election promise by and another broken
election commitment of this government. It places
the interests of a few over the rest, and it displays a
total disregard of the views and the interests of the
Victorian community.

Noes, 27
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Bracks,Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron, Mr (Teller)

Hamilton, Mr
Hulls,Mr
Kosky,Ms
Langdon,Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim, Mr (Teller)

At the end of the day when you look at this
legislation, at the way it was introduced into this
Parliament, and at the total lack of consultation with
employees, employer groups, and with small
business, you will see that it is a betrayal of trust - a
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betrayal of trust of small and medium-sized traders,
of retail workers and of the Victorian community.
All of a sudden and out of the blue, after an
appalling few weeks politically, having been under
extraordinary pressure over its proposed budget, the
crisis in the health system, and the crisis in the
education system, on Monday the government
produced open-slather, 24-hour-a-day, 7-day-a-week
shop trading hours.

As I pointed out a moment ago, this was not
something that had been in the government's mind
for just a few weeks. This was an about-turn, a
U-turn, a rapid change of policy and it was designed
to take attention away from the government during
a bad week because it had delivered a lacklustre
budget with no tax relief for Victorians, with a
continuing crisis in health and education and with
nothing being done to generate new investment in
jobs. Surprise, surprise, we got this extraordinary
announcement that was made by the Minister for
Industry, Science and Technology on the following
Monday.
Make no mistake about the proposal; it is divisive! It
will have a devastating impact on retail workers and
their families, small business, country towns, strip
shopping centres and shops in Melbourne's central
business district.

Mr Hamilton - And the National Party!
Mr BRUMBY - Well may we say, the National
Party! I shall point out a little later, They twist and
turn, they slip and slide and they change their views
on this. I will point out how strongly opposed most
members of the National Party have been to Sunday
trading and seven-day-a-week trading. They have
done an about-turn on this and they have sold out
the interests of their constituents - the people in the
country towns. Make no mistake, this legislation will
transfer business away from small business and strip
shopping centres to big regional centres. The big
losers will be the little country towns which cannot
compete with the regional centres. Opportunities
and jobs will be siphoned away from country towns
that have already been decimated by the policies of
the government.
I shall now examine the policies presented by the
government at the last election, just six months ago.
On 27 March the Liberal Party made a pre-election
commitment that shop trading hours - -

Mr Reynolds interjected.
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Mr BRUMBY - The minister is interjecting about
the results, but he should look at the policy. On
28 March a headline in the Age says, 'Kennett woos
business', and the article lists coalition policy. The
minister either did not read the article or he has no
conviction, no integrity and no intention of keeping
these promises. The article says that coalition policy
was to extend Sunday trading to the first weekend of
each month. That is what the Liberal Party said
before the election. No open slather, no
seven-day-a-week shopping, no 24-hour-a-day
shopping, and no 365-day-a-year shopping. The
question the minister must answer is why he misled
the people of Victoria. Why did he promise there
would be no change to shop trading hours except for
trading on the first Sunday of the month and on
three Sundays in December when six months after
the election the policy has been changed. A
June 1995 publication from the Office of Small
Business entitled Small business: On the Move says
under the heading 'New initiatives';
... the government will amend the Shop Trading Act in
its next term to:
abolish the current 10 trading Sundays regime
relating to non-exempt shops; and
permit trading for all shops on the first Sunday in
each month and each Sunday in December
preceding Christmas day.

I thought that was pretty clear. That was the promise
made to small business, country people, retail
workers and to everybody who works in the
industry. A couple of month after the election, the
Ringwood Mail of 14 May 1996 states under the
headline, 'Premier offers more Sunday trading days':
Mr Kennett, speaking at a Ringwood Chamber of
Commerce and Industry luncheon last week, said
trading hours could be increased to 11 Sundays a year
between January and November and the three Sundays
leading to Christmas.

He said that that would occur later in the year. That
was what was stated in the government's 1995 small
business policy and its pre-election promise, which
all members of the Liberal and National parties
promoted around the state as their policy. At
Ringwood in May the Premier said that the
government was going to extend shop trading hours
to the first Sunday of the month later in the year.
I wonder what happened between 14 May this year
and the announcement made in September. We can
guess what might have happened. We can ask who
the Premier met with and why the government sold

SHOP TRADING REFORM BILL

Tuesday, 15 October 1996

ASSEMBLY

out the interests of country people, retail workers
and small business. The fact is that a dirty deal was
done. In the space of three months after the Premier
had spoken to goodness knows who and after
goodness knows what donations were made to the
Liberal Party there was a sudden about-turn and a
complete change of policy.
The Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
in the Upper House had virtually gone around
Victoria saying that anyone who supports shop
trading on the first Sunday of the month is a dill. I
assume he is directing that comment at the Premier
because until May this year the Premier supported
shop trading on the first Sunday of the month. The
opposition believes the government should honour
its election commitments. The government put up a
policy involving shop trading on the first Sunday of
every month and three Sundays in December - that
policy was supported by many groups in the retail
sector industry - and it should honour its
commitment.
The existing policies offer a great deal of flexibility.
A great deal of flexibility and consumer choice is
available around Victoria. It can be improved. and
finetuned by making the government stick to its
election commitment of extending shop trading to
the first Sunday of the month and the three Sundays
before Christmas.

It is germane to the debate to run through the
hypocrisy of government members. Hansard reports
the honourable member for Murray Valley as saying:
The extension of trading hours over the weekend
would bring the family unit in Victoria, and in
Australia, under increasing pressure as one, either, or
both parents will be working at some time over the
weekend. As politicians we understand the demands
made on our lives in attending functions and attending
to business in our electorate, and this puts pressure on
our family life. That pressure would be transferred to
the family unit with the extension of trading hours over
the weekends. Weekends are an important part of
family life.
The honourable member for Warmambool said in
the Warrnambool Standard of 12 September:
'I fought to prevent longer hours'.
He did not fight too successfully did he? The test
will be how he votes when he is given the
opportunity. Since he fought against the legislation I
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assume he will be voting with the opposition. We
will wait to see whether he turns up. The article says:
Warrnambool MP John McGrath said yesterday he had
fought against the deregulation of shop trading hours
because of concerns about the negative effects it would
have on small business ... 'I am personally not
convinced that deregulation is in the best interests of all
people in the long term. That's my personal view, and I
expressed that in the forums. 1 fought the good fight ...
I hope he fights a good fight in Parliament. That is
what Parliament is for - that is, for people to say
what they believe and speak honestly. The
honourable member for Warrnambool has been
honest enough to give his views to the Warrnambool
Standard. I hope he will be honest enough to give
them to this house. During a debate in the Upper
House the current Minister for Finance said:
While the National Party concedes that the issue is
complex, it does not believe it is a reason to completely
vacate the field - in other words, completely
deregulate trading hours - because that would
introduce a whole range of complications and
distortions. No-one would doubt that deregulation
would favour the larger centres and operators at the
expense of the smaller centres and operators. It would
see the demise of a whole section of the retail industry.
Total deregulation would produce a dog's life for those
involved in the industry as employers and employees,
and I speak from the heart having had approximately
23 years experience in retail and having lived through
an extension of trading hours.
What did our mate Besty in the Upper House say?
He is never slow to slip and slide, is he? I note the
smiles that have come to the faces of members of the
National Party. I refer to a letter to Gracia Baylor, the
President of the National Council of Women of
Victoria, in 1991 from the Hon. R. A. Best, MLC. It
must have been when he was trying to get
r~lected. The letter says:
Re: Sunday trading
Thank you for your recent letter, expressing strong
concern over the Sunday trading issue.

Having been a retailer myself, I am personally opposed
to the introduction of Sunday trading, as I believe it
will not serve any real purpose, other than to impose
further disadvantages on small specialised traders who
are trying to compete against the large retail chains.
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The spending dollar only goes SO far, and all we will
see is that dollar being spent over one more day.

I could go back a long way. I do not want to go back
too far. When the Premier was first elected in the
1980s he seemed to have some commitment to
family values. He said:
Most shopkeepers don't wish to open for longer hours
because they have little enough time to spend with
their families as it is. This aspect of longer hours for
traders can't be overstated; the health and wealth of
our society depends on the wellbeing of our families.

I did not know that families or the demands on
families have changed but it seems that the Premier
has changed his views about the importance of
families.
We are opposing this legislation for a wide range of
reasons. Firstly, we oppose it because it represents
an extraordinary U-turn by this government on its
election promises. We believe the government of the
day, as in every part of its portfolio responsibilities,
ought to enact the promises on which it was elected.
It is called a mandate. The government had a
mandate to increase trading to include the first
Sunday of each month, but that was as far as it went.
We are opposing this legislation for a range of other
reasons. Let me go through them. Firstly, we are
opposing it because of the negative impact on
workers and their families. Ibis bill would have a
serious impact on the lives of workers in the retail
sector and on the lives of their partners and their
children. I stress this point to the Parliament: the bill
will have a disproportionate effect on women, who
make up 70 per cent of employees in this sector. I
cannot stress this issue strongly enough.

If you look at the proposals for seven-day-a-week,
24-hour-a-day trading across the retail sector and at
the demands that will be put on workers in the retail
industry, you will realise that people will be going
home at 11 or 12 o'clock at night and one o'clock in
the morning. As I said, 70 per cent of the employees
in this industry are women. Most of them have
families. The time they can spend with their spouses
and their children is absolutely vital to them. These
women appreciate the opportunity to be at home on
Saturday nights, Sundays and public holidays so
that they can spend time with their families. The
people who work in this industry use these times for
pleasure, for relaxation and, for some, for church.
Public holidays should be for all the community, not
just for some.

Tuesday, 15 October 1996

The attitude of workers in this sector is absolutely
crystal clear. A recent meeting of retail workers,
representing the views of more than 50 000 in the
industry, overwhelmingly condemned the
government's proposal for open-slather trading
hours on the basis that it 'extends trading hours
much further than in any other state of Australia',
'ignores the interests of retail workers' and 'is a
massive attack upon the rights of families to spend
time together'.
I have been getting dozens and dozens of letters and
petitions for tabling in this Parliament. I shall quote
from a letter from a woman in Frankston who works
in the retail sector. She states:
If the extended trading hours come into force it will
take me away from my family even more because I will
be forced to do late nights, Sundays and public
holidays.
As a young woman I am worried for my safety
travelling to and from work at such late times and I will
lose even more time with my family if I am made to
work public holidays.

If I don't work the hours expected I run the risk of
losing money which I cannot afford.

That letter is typical of dozens and dozens I have
received. There is also widespread community
concern about seven-day-a-week, 24-hour-a-day
open-slather trading. The Anglican Archbishop of
Melbourne, Or Keith Rayner, believes it would
simply destroy family life and small businesses. The
Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne, Or George Pell,
in the Age of 14 September called on the government
to respect the right of all people to have time with
their families, to preserve this traditional day of rest
and recreation and not to place yet another burden
on family life. I could go on and on about that sector,
but we have an agreement today to keep our
speeches relatively short.
The second reason the opposition opposes the
legislation is the impact on small business. As every
bit of research and every bit of policy from small
business organisations has shown, this proposal will
rip the heart out of small businesses in Victoria. It
poses a threat to the commercial viability of every
small business in Victoria, whether it is in the large
shopping centres, the strip shopping centres, the
regional centres or the small country towns. This tips
the scales in favour of large businesses, particularly
those in the mega shopping centres and the CBD.
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The opposition commissioned an independent
group to survey 150 small businesses across
Melbourne, and it paid for the research. I will come
to the results in a moment. In essence, the 150 small
businesses confirmed that this legislation will
decrease profitability, it will benefit large rather than
small business and it will not increase employment
opportunities.
Over the past two months I have visited businesses
around the state - in Ballarat, Geelong, the eastern
suburbs of Melbourne, Essendon and Gippsland. I
have to say in this house, where honesty is
absolutely vital, that I have not found one small
business among the dozens I surveyed that favours
this legislation. I also went to 11 businesses in
Stawell. I have not found one small business that
supports this legislation.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr BRUMBY - The minister interjects about
Halls Gap. It is a good. example. At the moment,
under existing laws, the shops are able to open for
seven days a week because it is a tourist precinct.
Not every area of Victoria is a tourist precinct. The
honourable member for Swan Hill skulks out of the
chamber. He has done an about-turn. He is prepared
to see the country towns in his electorate die off one
after another. They are finished, gone. He is
prepared to see the government take the public
sector, the shops, the schools, the water board, the
banks and the businesses out of them and then
opens up 24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week
open-slather shop trading which he knows will
transfer business away from those towns to the
bigger centres in metropolitan Melbourne.

The government has trouble getting the message. I
will tell the government what small businesses say
when they are surveyed. When an independent
agency surveys them about the impact they think
this legislation will have on their businesses, this is
what they say: 'being closed - going out of
business', 'open for longer hours', 'close them
down', 'critical- a family business, disgusted,
financially harder', 'higher costs, no increase in
sales', 'step backwards', 'it wouldn't be good, want
to have time for family', 'devastating', 'spins out
profit margin', 'will go insane', 'already work too
much', 'create problems', 'detrimental', 'ruin it',
'disastrous', 'impact on staff of business, impact on
quality of life', 'ruin me, have to close down', 'kill it,
and my family life, too', 'decrease time with family',
'people will just take longer'.
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The government is a slow learner. These are the
results of an independent survey. The
Hon. R. A. Best agreed. He said, 'No, no'. According
to the research those 150 businesses say they do not
want 24-hour-a-day, open-slather, seven-day-a-week
trading. They go further: 'work longer', 'get less
work in', 'too hard, can't cope if had to open longer
for 24 hours, seven days a week', 'terrible, small
business very hard as it has to compete with big
centres', 'increase costs', 'reduce salescompetition' .
Articles in the Geelong Advertiser under the heading
'Non-stop trade go-ahead' state:
Small businesses fear jobs will be lost.
Shoppers wary of new hours.

Under the heading 'Backlash over trading hours' in
the Herald Sun an article states:
Up to 15 000 people working in small business in the
City of Knox may oppose deregulated shopping hours.

The list goes on and on. I have many cuttings with
me. The Maroondah Mail of 17 September refers to
'Trader anger'. The Whitehorse Gazette has the same
headline. The Lillydale and Yarra Valley Express refers
to 'Traders slam reforms'. The list goes on and on,
wherever one goes in Victoria. I have a few more.
The Master Grocers Association of Victoria wrote:
The MGAV remains extremely concerned by the
practical effect of the bill and see it as an attack on
small businesses. Members are extremely concerned
that their commercial viability is under threat with the
eventual outcome likely to be store closures and local
job losses across the state.

That is the impact on some small businesses. I now
refer to what the legislation will do to country
Victoria. I direct honourable members to the
comments of local newspapers and chambers of
commerce. The Ballarat Courier of 25 September had
a front-page story entitled 'Council attacks open
trading' that states:
State government plans to deregulate retail trading
came under fire at Ballarat City Council's finance and
strategy special committee meeting last night ...
'It's another case of Kennett-knows-best legislation', he
said.
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An article in the Wimmera Mail-Times of
13 September on shop trading under the heading
'Pontius Pilate Premier rapped over shop hours'
states:
The Premier Mr Kennett had' done a Pontius Pilate' on
shopping hours, Horsham Retail Traders Association
chainnan Bob Hayes said last night.

The Ballarat Courier of 11 September states in part:
Ballarat's Chamber of Commerce may call an
emergency meeting to discuss planned state
government legislation to allow 24-hour shopping,
seven days a week.

Mr Jenkins interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - They did call the meeting, you
fool. Don't you know? Have you spoken to them?
You would not have a clue. Has the honourable
member been to the mall and talked to the
shopkeepers? I have and they do not want any part
of it.

The Shepparton Chamber of Commerce and
Industry recently conducted a comprehensive
survey into trading hours. The result of the business
survey of 394 respondents was that 315 people, or
79.9 per cent, said no to Sunday extended trading. It
is the same right around the state.
Recently, the member for Ballarat East tried to avoid
tabling a petition containing 8000 signatures
opposed to Sunday trading. The president of the
chamber of commerce in Warmambool,
Mitch Preston, says he has had a big reaction from
his members and that at least 90 per cent are against
extended hours. He says they have tried
24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week trading as a
tourist precinct, and even at special festival times
when the area is flooded with tourists there is not
enough business to make staying open economically
viable.
Country Victoria does not want any part of
open-slather trading, which is why members of the
National Party previously were so adamantly
opposed to 24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week,
open-slather shopping. Why is it that they now insist
on selling up their constituents?
The Labor Party opposes the legislation also because
of the effect it will have on small business, country
towns and retail workers. The legislation will have a
devastating impact on the Melbourne central
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business district, which must remain open for
business to attract tourists to the centre of town. I
remind honourable members that Melbourne is a
tourist city. Mr Bill Pickford, President of the
Victorian Chambers of Commerce and Industry, was
reported in the Herald Sun of 12 September stating:
Melbourne's CBD will become a shopping desert and
all-hours trading will wipe out the government's own
shopping precincts scheme.
People aren't going to go to those areas if they can shop
close to home when they like.

The Lord Mayor of Melbourne Oty Council,
Cr Ivan Deveson, said he expected deregulated
trading would cost CBD traders $230 million a year.
It is important that the CBD is a live, vibrant, centre
of Melbourne because it is Part. of our tourist
precinct where people stay when they come to
Melbourne, yet this decision will cost the CBD
traders $230 million a year.

I have spoken to small-business people in the
suburbs of Melbourne and throughout country
Victoria and their views on this issue are not unique.
A recent survey by the Small Business Association of
Australia found that more than 3000 small
businesses in New South Wales closed directly
because of the introduction of open-slather trading.
The worst part of the legislation is that the changes
the government will put in place go further than the
New South Wales legislation, which had the effect of
closing 3000 small businesses. We will see at least
that number of small businesses go down the drain.
Honourable members opposite ought to hold their
heads in shame because that is what they are
proposing to do to small business.
The legislation not only fails retail workers and
small and medium businesses but also fails to reflect
the demands of consumers. On the week ending
28 September, Morgan Gallup polling found that
almost 60 per cent of Victorians were opposed to
unrestricted trading. A Herald Sun phone poll of
consumers on 11 September asked the question,
'Should shops be allowed to open 24 hours a day,
seven days a week?' and 83.5 per cent of
respondents said no. Right across the state, in
Bendigo, Ballarat and Shepparton, small businesses
are opposing the changes to the legislation.
As a consequence of the government's failure to
fulfil its election commitments to the retail sector,
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including small and medium-sized businesses, retail
workers and their families, I move:
That all the words after 'That' be omitted with the view
of inserting in place thereof the words 'this house
refuses to read this bill a second time until the
government abides by its p~lection promise to
consult with all relevant groups and holds a proper
independent review and further explains why it has
abandoned commitments made by the Premier to
extend Sunday trading to only the first Sunday of each
month and the three Sundays before Christmas'.

I am sure that if members of the National Party are
given the opportunity of voting with their
conscience they would support the reasoned
amendment and the amendments that I propose to
move during the committee stage of the debate.
The legislation will impact on local government
because it will lock local councils into all or nothing
referendums at their own cost without any
flexibility. In some parts of Victoria large regional
shopping centres may open but others may not. We
will have a mosaic of trading rules throughout the
state. The cost of petitions and referendums will be
borne by local councils, which will make the
legislation unworkable. I urge the government to
rethink the proposals and support the reasoned
amendment.
The amendments I propose during the committee
stage will provide local government with flexibility
to hold the referendums proposed by the
government whereby specific times or days of the
year may be open for trading; overcome the
situation where a council must hold a ballot every
three years to opt out of the open-slather system;
increase the number of public holidays without
trading; and ensure employees are not forced to
work on public holidays.

In conclusion, the legislation is a betrayal of the
wishes of the people of Victoria, retail workers and
small and medium-sized businesses. This is a
betrayal of trust and broken election promises and
the government should not proceed with the
legislation.
It is clear that the bill does not enjoy the support of
small and medium-size businesses, retail sector
workers or the majority of consumers. It should be
withdrawn and amended to give effect to the
commitments the government gave before the last
election.
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This bill is policy on the run. We all recall the
appalling press the government received during the
week it presented its budget. It was forced to make
this about-turn or U-turn decision to detract
attention from its budget. We all recall that at the
end of the budget week the government publicised
its sentencing survey so that that news would make
it on the front page of newspapers and in lead items
on television to detract attention from the budget,
which was under attack from the media.
The opposition opposes the bill vigorously and will
force a division to be called. It opposes it because of
its negative impact on workers and their families,
businesses, strip shopping centres, country traders
and the Melbourne central business district. This
legislation is not in the interests of all Victorians. It
provides for open slather, seven-day-a-week trading.
It is anything-goes, let-her-rip, sink-or-swim
legislation. It is not a sensible or balanced approach.
It has not been developed after consultation.
The opposition emphatically rejects the bill, and I
urge members on the gcwernment side to show some
guts and a bit of backbone and stand up for what
they really believe, rather than kowtowing to and
allowing themselves to be bullied by the Premier
into supporting legislation which I know many of
them privately do not support.
The ACflNG SPEAKER (Mr Maughan) Order! Before calling the next speaker, I remind the
house that an agreement has been made by both
sides to limit speeches to 15 minutes so the
maximum number of members can speak. Because
there has not been a resolution of the house the
Chair will not be able to police that 15-minute limit,
so I leave it to members on both sides of the house to
keep an eye on the clock and abide by the agreement
entered into by both sides.
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill) - Honourable
members have just seen an example of why the
Leader of the Opposition will remain in
opposition - and probably not as leader - for some
time. It was a very disappointing contribution on a
subject that has had enormous discussion and
debate over the years. He has just trotted out the
usual nonsense and put arguments for it, but it is
very difficult to work out why he accepts it for the
Melbourne CBD but rejects it for anywhere else.

I received a few mentions during his speech, which I
appreciate, and I thank him for those comments. I
should point out that the Swan Hill city introduced
24-hour, seven-<iay-a-week trading in 1973.
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Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr STEGGALL - That is not a bad run; for
23 years unlimited trading has operated in my
community. I also point out that, along with the
chamber of commerce of Swan Hill, I was involved

in introducing it and trying to make sure the Swan
Hill community and business sector were given the
opportunity they sought. Regardless of whether it
has been a tourist area, trading on that basis has
been very successful in Swan Hill. It would be very
difficult in many areas of country Victoria if an
attempt were made today to limit the shop trading
that has been enjoyed over the years.
The Leader of the Opposition has advanced some
very interesting arguments for us to ponder. I would
have hoped that he had thought about the whole
operation of shop trading and what it means. After
all, he is the Leader of the Opposition - an
alternative Premier - and, as such, should have
given some consideration to the issues, objections
and problems that exist throughout Victoria and
Australia with regard to shop trading and the
existing legislation.
Mr Brumby interjected.

Mr STEGGALL - The arguments the Leader of
the OppOSition used are rather interesting because
he slammed the fact that families and workers and
strip shopping centres will suffer enormously as a
result of this bill. However, families and workers
and strip shopping centres have been operating
quite successfully in communities with unlimited
trading hours for many years. They have used the
legislation to their own advantage to make sure they
enjoy the benefits it provides - freedom of trade,
freedom to shop, freedom to work and freedom for
communities to decide for themselves whether or
not they want to have seven-day-a-week, or
unlimited, trading.
The bill is very good. The arguments the Leader of
the Opposition has just advanced expose the
enormous confusion about shop trading that exists
right throughout Victoria. Some consideration
should be given to the exempt shops. No-one is
arguing for their closure. The list of exempt shops
throughout Victoria spans a page and a half.
However, the Leader of the Opposition made no
mention of the families and workers in those exempt
shops, to say nothing of those involved in the
entertainment industry, television, radio and other
services that operate in our community seven days a
week.
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For the first time in many years - probably the first
time ever - the bill puts some sense into shop
trading. It does not do what Labor Party members
have been arguing very strongly: it does not force
shops to open seven days a week, 24 hours a day.
Shopkeepers or traders are free to choose when and
how they wish to trade. That is an important
difference that the Leader of the Opposition ignored
when advancing his populist arguments.
The Leader of the Opposition did not mention the
many exemptions in various areas in our society
apart from the exempt shops to which I referred
earlier, which are untouchable. Those exemptions
include tourist areas, tourist school holiday areas,
Saturday areas, festival areas, markets, and the
statutory Sundays. Anyone who thinks shop trading
hours are reasonable and proper under existing
legislation should think again. It behoves the
government of the day to take the issue by the scruff
of the neck and really straighten it out so that people
understand where they are at and what is
happening with shop trading.
People in my position have been arguing for
extended shop trading hours for 20 years. It has been
a major issue throughout Victoria and in this
chamber in the time I have been a member of
Parliament since 1983, and this is the first time we
have legislation that actually makes sense. I
therefore ask honourable members to consider the
responsibilities of legislators and Parliament to try to
ensure that legislation that is put in place is
responsible, fair and workable.
The provisions of the current legislation are not
achievable. It is an absolute nonsense. The problems
include cases in the courts of breaches of the act, the
limit of fewer than 20 employees, and other
problems of where you draw the line in the sand for
what is right or wrong with the legislation. Members
should consider the issues surrounding the shop
trading confusion.
The other issue that did not get much of a run from
the Leader of the Opposition was the position of the
consumer. If members look closely at the bill, they
will see that the government has taken the decision
making away from the chambers of commerce,
whose members over the years have had the ears of
members of councils, and placed it in the hands of
consumers.
If a community feels as strongly as the Leader of the
OppOSition has said he does, the bill provides that
community with the opportunity to close its own
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area. The members of such a community can vote for
restricted shop trading hours on Sundays. The
provision is there for people who feel very strongly
about it. It will be an interesting test to see how that
goes.
People say they are worried about the
appropriateness of a community deciding to
regulate its shop trading hours on a Sunday, because
it will bear the cost of doing so. If a community votes
to regulate shop trading its council will budget to
meet the costs of the community's demand.
The cost was no worry to the Leader of the
Opposition. He was more interested in the family not the family that works in an exempt shop or area,
not the family whose members work in the CBD, just
the family, other families.
Can honourable members understand what a
nonsense the debate is when you get down to tin
tacks? The exempt shops have been, are and will be
open - there is no change. There is good evidence
in the CBD that the community will take advantage
of the shop trading facilities. The shop traders have
been doing it as well.
In my community the small shop traders have used
the shop trading legislation in various forms to enjoy
an advantage over others when they can see one. It
is true that people in Swan Hill will say, 'It's a bit of
a nuisance; we won't have all those people from
Kerang shopping in Swan Hill on a Sunday'. But it
will depend on how communities operate. It will
depend also on the ability of a community's retail
sector to compete to meet the needs of the
consumers in a catchment area.
In my time in local government we spent a lot of
time and effort competing with other communities
in the Mallee. It might sound funny to hear that we
set out to compete with places like Mildura,
Horsham, Hay, Deniliquin and Echuca for the shop
trading dollars in northern Victoria, but we did it
successfully. Each of the areas responded in various
ways and now there is a good standard of shopping
throughout the area.

The Leader of the Opposition also referred to
workers and longer hours. He did not mention the
penalty rates, just the pain and angst of people
working, and the unions. It is interesting that the
unions successfully concluded workplace
agreements with the major shopping centres in the
CBD quickly after it was opened up. The union
movement has understood the advantage for its
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members and what the community is after. The
workplace agreements we have in place now, in
Melbourne particularly, reflect that. It also gives
workers and employees the flexibility they have
sought. A lot of people can now take up the
advantage that the flexibility gives them, and that
will be widened.
As everyone knows, our society is changing very
rapidly. The bill is a shot in the arm for business and
will give many of our communities the opportunity
to change. No-one in Victoria understands the shop
trading legislation as it exists. All communities have
had trouble with it. All shoppers have had trouble
with it. Many of the people operating shops in
Melbourne and in the major prOvincial areas have
been opening their shops anyway. The courts have
had difficulty with it. At the moment all the cases in
the Supreme Court are held up. The opposition to
the bill is a bit of nonsense.
If people look at the legislation and the
opportunities for communities that wish to maintain
regulation, they will see that they will be able to do
so. That is fine. If that is the way they want to go,
they can and that will be good for them.

The bill is using the local government method for
determining the poll- that is, a petition of 10 per
cent will be required. A vote will be decided on a
simple majority, but one-third of the population will
need to vote to make the poll valid.
Another issue has not been mentioned. A safeguard
in the bill picks up lessees, so that no landlord will
be able to force a lessee to open a shop on the days
on which he or she is currently not allowed. to open,
which is Saturday afternoon or Sunday, depending
on which part of Victoria they are in.
As a country member of Parliament, I am absolutely
delighted that the bill has been introduced. This is
the first occasion during my time as a legislator that
we have had any commonsense approach to the
legislation for shop trading and the law of fining a
person for opening a shop. For the first time, we
have a proper and sensible approach to the
legislation.

The bill has safeguards. Any community that feels
strongly about it will be able to take its case to the
people. If people feel as strongly as we are told they
do, they will be able to take the appropriate actions
for that community. That will need. to be tested each
three years. The reason is that the principle of the
legislation is that people will be able to open their
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shops because all of Victoria will be a non-regulated
area. If one part or two parts of our society decide
they want to regulate their Sunday trading, they
may do so, but they will need to test it every three
years.
1bis debate has been a long time in coming. During
the 13 years I have been here, this is the first shop
trading debate I have enjoyed. I have not enjoyed
any of the others.
Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mr STEGGALL - You have to understand that
today we are legislating for what I helped to put in
place in my own community 23 years ago - thank
God for that! Let's take Victoria forward and make
the law clear so that our legislation is fair,
responsible and achievable. I believe the bill does it,
and I look forward to the debate for the rest of the
evening.

Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - I support the
Leader of the Opposition both in his proposed
amendment to the Shop Trading Reform Bill and in
his opposition to the bill.
Firstly, I should take up a couple of points the
honourable member for Swan Hill made and deal
with them briefly. He spent a long time talking
about what has applied for 23 years in his electorate.
I point out that was under no threat and could have
continued regardless of the bill. Nothing was going
to bring that to an end. It is hardly something to
hang your hat on in the debate.
The other thing he made a lot of play about was the
unworkability of the current act. There is some
recognition both here and in the broader community
that certain parts of the act present problems.
However, in spite of these problems being brought
to the attention of this government on an almost
daily basis over the past four years, the government
chose to do absolutely nothing about it.
It was the government's decision, nobody else's, to
allow the act to deteriorate to its present
condition - and that is clearly recognised by the
community. The previous Minister for Small
Business wrote to many people saying he believed
those who were trading outside the provisions of the
act were clearly acting illegally and that his
government would do something about it. That
never happened.

An honourable member interjected.
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Mr LONEY - We will get to that; that is not
what the minister said to them. The bill is symbolic
of the way this government goes about its business.
It is symbolic of the government's deviousness,
deceitfulness and straight-out dishonesty. On any
given issue on which a decision must be made the
government always comes down on the side of the
big and the powerful - and essentially this bill is
about supporting them. This is very much a
government of sectional interests, so long as those
interests are big and powerful and capable of
returning big favours.
The Uberal and National parties have always
paraded themselves as the protectors of small
business, telling us they are the only ones who
understand small business. Over the past four years
small businesses, particularly small retail businesses,
have been let down at every step along the way. The
coalition parties have inflicted higher taxes and
charges and higher power bills on them, and they
have failed to adopt the recommendations of the
working party on the retail tenancy legislation. The
member for Swan Hill spoke about some aspects of
the working party but not about his government
deferring consideration of the report. Small business
is desperately looking to have the recommendations
implemented.
The government has failed abjectly to address illegal
Sunday trading over the last four years. The
members for Doncaster and Swan Hill have misled
the community about Sunday trading. The
government promised to protect and nurture small
business; instead, the government has relentlessly
attacked it. The coalition promised small business it
would have a special relationship with government;
instead, it has sold small business out. For four years
small business has looked to the government for
help, but it has turned away. It has attacked small
retailers by allowing the open-slather installation of
gaming machines. The government had to be
dragged kicking and screaming to review the
economic and social effects of gaming. It should
have done that beforehand, but said it did not
matter. The big end of town was doing all right so
gaming had to be good. That is typical of the
attitude of this government.
The coalition explicitly promised the community
that shop trading hours would not be extended
unless a full and open public review was carried out.
Instead, what happened was predetermined and
secret. We are asking the government to do what it
promised the community it would do. According to
the second-reading speech, the legislation is based
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on the result of a poll. The important question is:
who was polled? The government will not give us
any details. We do not know who was polled, but
we know who was not polled. The small retailers
certainly were not, because they are and have been
overwhelmingly against it. For instance, the Master
Grocers Association of Australia said:
The current push to extend the already very liberal
trading hours is yet another attempt by the corporate
chain store retailers to make further gains at the
expense of the owner-operator retailers.
Any change to weekend trading hours could ruin the
livelihood of many of our members and cause the
demise of neighbourhood and strip shopping centres ...
You must understand that in no other industry in the
world, either retail or manufacturing, is there such an
undisputed dominance as in Australia with
Coles/Myer and Woolworths/Safeway, and if you
include the multinational Franklins, these three chains
control more than 73 per cent of the total food dollar in
Australia.
In 1975 the corporate chain stores held 46 per cent of

the national market and the independents 54 per cent,
and in 1994 the difference has altered to 73 per cent
chain stores and independents 27 per cent.

This government wants to give the chain stores the
other 27 per cent. The Retail Confectionery and
Mixed Business Association, formerly the Victorian
Food Retailers Association, was not polled. For years
it has put arguments to governments of both
persuasions. I will not go through the voluminous
correspondence, but in 1994 the association told the
previous minister:
... some large retailers - particularly the Tuckerbag
chain - are deliberately trading in breach of the law
and are not to be pursued in an effective way by the
government. The result of the Tuckerbag trading is to
seriously damage the sales of small retailers and it was
to avoid this result that the employee limitation was
introduced.
The extended trading of large supermarkets - even
within the law - has had a huge detrimental effect on
milk bars and mixed businesses throughout the state
and particularly in the metropolitan area. We believe
that substantial numbers of these small shops have
closed in the last two years and the government has
simply done nothing to protect these small family
businesses.
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The government has done nothing to protect small
family businesses! Small retailers in my area
certainly were not polled. According to a survey by
the chamber of commerce 25 respondents, or 16 per
cent, were in favour of it and 122, or 83 per cent,
were against it.
Consumers were not polled. The chamber of
commerce asked consumers a couple of interesting
questions. The first was: would you like to have
more shopping choices on Sunday? Only 47 per cent
of respondents were in favour of more choice. The
more significant question was: do you find weekend
shopping meets your needs? Only 23 per cent of
respondents said no.
The National Party room was not polled, as the
member for Swan Hill will tell us. The member for
Warrnambool said he fought it all the way, that he
fought the good fight against it because he does not
believe in it.
I might add, since he is here at the moment, that I
believe it was probably. not the honourable member
for Pakenham, because when he was transport
minister in a previous government, according to an
article in the Sun of 15 October 1981, he was
reported as having said:
The Transport Minister, Mr Maclellan, also told
Parliament that the 'Gang of Five' - the five major
retailers who have been campaigning for Saturday
afternoon trading - could' go to hell'.
He said the government' did not have the slightest
intention' of allowing Saturday afternoon trading and
he would not be a part of -

allowing shop assistants to be used as political
footballs .
So he obviously did not take part in the poll. And we
know it was not the Premier who was in the poll he is well on the record with what he said about
Sunday trading. So who on earth was the poll based
on?
An honourable member interjected.

Mr LONEY - Maybe it was; maybe it was Coles
Myer, maybe it was Franklins. It must have been
someone, because the government would not lie to
us about there being a poll, would it? So perhaps it
should bring it out.
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But what has happened? Why have the Libs and the
Nationals caved in? Why have they gone down?
Who has put the pressure on them? What has
changed?
The only thing that has changed - as has been
pointed out by the Master Grocers Association - in
the time we are talking about until now has been the
increased domination of the market by the big five.
They have increased their domination by about
50 per cent, and they want to increase it further. That
is the only thing that has changed.
Mr Perton interjected.
Mr LONEY - It is interesting that the
honourable member for Doncaster should say that. I
wonder what the previous member for Doncaster
would say about interjections such as that?
So what has changed? What do the darlings of the
right have to say about this? Let us go to one of the
oracles of the right, and one of their icons, the
wonderful Michael Barnard.

What does Michael Barnard say about this? I
referred to an article in the Age of 6 August 1991
under the heading, 'Sunday trading hours a sellout
test for Liberals' when we were previously
discussing this. Much of what he says is relevant,
and can apply just as much today:

Soon-
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At that point, I will let Michael Bamard speak.
Mr PERTON (Doncaster) - Restricted trading
hours represent an era when community life
revolved around smaller units and was more
structured.
The member for Geelong North has made a speech
that represents the past: a time when one-income
families were the norm, when mothers stayed at
home and raised children and did their shopping on
week days, when church attendance was common,
and when entertainment was not as strongly
identified with consumption. The member for
Geelong North harks back to a day when the AFL
was called the VFL and played only on a Saturday.
In that context the restrictions were appropriate.
I sympathise with Victorians who retain a lingering
affection for those times, but in opposing extended
trading hours they are attacking the symptom rather
than the cause.
The truth is that the world that the member for
Geelong North yeams for no longer exists.
An Honourable Member -It is here today, but
not tomorrow.
Mr PERTON - It has not existed for years. I am
sorry, Mr Acting Speaker, I try to avoid answering
interjections, but this bunch of hypocritical members
of Parliament in front of me were the people who
introduced 10 Sunday trading days.

and in this case 'soon' will be later todayin Victoria the coalition must signal whether it is a
party for giant retailers and profit-hungry
conglomerates, befitting the socialist left's taunts, or,
more in the Menzies mould, a party attuned to small
businesses and families as part of a more modest
enterprise class ... Anything short of outright rejection
of the proposed extension, coupled with a declaration
of support for the vast majority of small traders who
oppose extended trading ... will confirm the plight of
modern liberalism: its inability to reconcile
untrammelled exercise of the free market with the
morality of what the American historian Ouistopher
Lasch has termed cultural conservatism ... The stakes
are immense. Small business, not the big stores,
collectively form the biggest employer of labour. They
also represent the biggest outlet for Australian
manufacturers of retail goods and the service
industries ... It is not too much to say that, in total, a
cultural pattern is under threat.

Mr PERTON - I am sorry, if the morality is there
to allow trading on 10 Sundays - Mr Dollis interjected.
Mr PERTON - And the member for Richmond,
who himself is probably more libertarian than
socialist, exercises almost the greatest acts of
hypocrisy on this matter. The government's more
flexible approach to trading hours represents a
recognition that Victoria and Victorians have
changed. Flexible trading hours are a response to
that change, rather than the cause of it. They are a
response to the needs of workers who cannot get to
the shops during the week and who do not have a
partner at home to take care of their affairs during
the week. They are a response to the growth of
shopping as a leisure activity. They are a response to
the growth of other leisure industries which
compete with retailers for the disposable income of
Victorian families - gambling venues, sporting
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venues, outdoor markets and cinemas do not close at
5.00 p.m. on Saturday.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr PERTON - I am sorry, but why should a
candle shop in Doncaster not be able to trade when
candle shops in St Kilda can trade? It is an absurdity,
is it not? Why can't my constituents buy a piece of
furniture on a Sunday?
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Mr Maclellan interjected.
Mr PERTON - As the minister says, will the
opposition be asking for automatic teller machines
to be closed on Sundays as well? I suspect that, on
the basis of the arguments they are putting today,
they would shut everything. You would not be able
to buy milk in a service station; you would not be
able to do any of the things that the changes in
trading laws that their 10 years in government
brought about in this state.

Opposition members interjecting.
Mr PERTON - Why not, when you have
allowed, through the legislation that you passed,
people to gamble on a Sunday in a casino, in a pub,
or in a club?

Opposition members interjecting.
Mr PERTON - I am sorry, but the world the
honourable member for Geelong North - -

The honourable member for Richmond is at his
loudest when he is most embarrassed about the case
he has to put.
Mr Dollis - I am coming to get you!
Mr PERTON - I take up the interjection by the
honourable member. In the way of his predecessors
in the seat of Richmond, he said that he is coming
after me. How pleasant it is that the honourable
member lives up to the rich legacy of corruption!

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr PERTON - That world no longer exists. I
have never heard as much rubbish as I have heard
from the other side today.
The ACI1NG SPEAKER (Mr Maughan) Order! The interjections are disorderly and I ask the
honourable member for Doncaster to please address
his remarks to the Chair so he will not invite so
many interjections.
Mr PERTON - These changes are also a
reflection of the changing nature of the economy.
The member for Coburg is not in the chamber, but
he is probably more adept in and more acquainted
with the changes that are occurring in the economy
than are the members who are sitting in the house.
But this quaint reluctance to extend trading hours
takes absolutely no account of the looming reality of
widespread interactive shopping by television and
by Internet.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr PERTON - I am sorry, but I am afraid I will
have to tell my colleagues who question it that on
Sundays people actually advertise on television and
invite people to phone in to buy products. Those
200 000 households who subscribe to cable television
have the option of buying goods internationally.
CNN does not stop advertiSing in Australia on a
Sunday.

I have the greatest sympathy and respect for those
who mourn the loss of Sunday as a day when
families spend time together at church and at home,
but times change. Last week in my contribution to
the budget debate I referred to the Rev. Francis
Macnab of St Michael's Church who talked about
our society becoming a Society of finger-pointers.
His sermon on Sunday, which I was unable to
attend, was an analysis of why people go shopping
on Sundays rather than going to church. The
honourable member for Richmond is waving his
finger. It appears that the argument put by the
honourable members for Geelong North and
Richmond is that the government should force
people back to church. I will not embarrass the
honourable member for Richmond by asking him
when he last went to church. It is not relevant. The
reality is that our economy will change dramatically
over the next few years. Victorian retailers will be
outsold by those who can trade electronically or
interactively by television.
I have had a number of points of view put to me by
my constituents. I have listened to shopkeepers who
say they are pleased to open on Sunday. On
Saturday my fruiterer complained because he does
not believe it is an appropriate step. Like all my
colleagues, I have gone out and listened to the
community. One of the most best telling points was
made by an interstate truck driver who spends his
week driving to and from Sydney and whose wife
works. He asked what role the government has in
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telling him that he and his wife cannot buy furniture
on Sunday. What role does government have
preventing him from doing so?
The honourable member for Springvale is
interjecting. He is someone who voted for the
opening on Sundays of brothels, gaming venues and
the casino. For him to say that people cannot buy the
things they need for their households on a Sunday
seems a monumental act of hypocrisy.
In the face of the widespread changes in the
community attitudes state governments have moved
relatively slowly on this issue; they have been
conservative. They have followed the community
rather than leading it. This may have been
appropriate, but it is time for the government to
catch up with public opinion. The anomalies have
become so glaring that it is neither just nor
reasonable to restrict the rights of retailers to trade at
those times when customers wish to shop.

Obviously such a change has to be sensitive to the
needs of individual communities. The government
has opened the gate to allow residents in local
government areas to be polled about whether
Sunday trading is appropriate in their local areas.
That prOvision places control of an important local
issue firmly where it should be - that is, in the
hands of the local community. It is interesting to see
that no poll has been called in any community.
Many suburbs and towns may be surprised by the
benefits of Sunday trading. I find that some
delicatessens in my electorate that open on Sunday
mOrnings receive a huge amount of trade. They sell
meat among other things. People choose to buy
smallgoods on Sunday rather than mid-week. This
development has the potential to enhance the sense
of cohesion within the communities. While many
leisure activities take people out of their localities,
Sunday shopping will encourage them to spend
their time and money locally. That is particularly
true in my constituency, which has a large Chinese
population. The shops situated around restaurants
that thrive on Sundays could open and people may
be pleasantly surprised by the amount of trade that
goes through those shops. Local shopkeepers are
ideally placed to cater for the more relaxed Sunday
clientele. If a trip out to buy a pair of school shoes
develops into lunch and a new vacuum cleaner, so
much the better for local retailers. If Victorians want
to spend their money on weekends then why should
it not be on vacuum cleaners as much as on AFL
tickets and poker machines?
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Restrictions on Sunday trading have become
anachronistic and counterproductive. Victorian
lifestyles have changed substantially in the past few
decades, and that is reflected in the way we spend
our weekends. Money will be spent on Sundays, and
whether it is spent at entertainment venues or at the
local shopping centre should be a choice for the
consumer rather than the government. The
government is responding to a consumer-led assault
on rigid trading hours. In the most democratic of
outcomes, Victorians will vote with their credit
cards. Their shopping behaviour will determine the
opening hours of retailers.
As the minister says, the government is empowering
people. The honourable member for Geelong North
neglected one of the most shameful incidents in this
state and that was the persecution of Frank
Penhalluriack. In his case hardware stores within his
immediate vicinity - within walking distance were legitimately open on Sunday. That was the
absurd regime that existed under the former
government. He was supported by his community. I
do not condone or encourage breaking the law, but
the law in that case was so absurd that this man was
persecuted while many other people continued to
trade without prosecution. It is a blot on the history
of this state.
I turn again to the prOvisions put in place by the
Labor government of ten shopping Sundays a year.
There was no moral problem with that; the former
government had no qualms about the rights of
unionists and other interested people whatsoever.
Mr Dollis interjected.
Mr PERTON - The question was asked of me of
what my predecessor - -

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Maughan) Order! I ask the honourable member for Richmond
to remain silent. I ask members of the opposition to
remain silent while the honourable member for
Doncaster finishes his speech.
Mr PERTON -It was the Labor Party that
introduced Sunday trading in this state; it allowed
trading in pubs on Sunday, the use of poker
machines; and it was Labor government legislation
that provided for the trading of the casino on
Sunday. Its legislation also allowed brothels and
restaurants to open on Sunday.

In my constituency, if I want to buy hardware on
Sunday I can drive to Whitehorse Road where I can
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enter the stores of anyone of a number of huge
multinational organisations. Under the former
government, legislation was in place that
discriminated against small traders in my area those who had a legitimate right to compete against
those huge multinationals. Under the Labor Party
multinationals have run rampant, but under the
Liberal Party small business will flourish because in
a true free market small traders can be responsive to
the needs of consumers.
When the truck driver I referred to wants to do
business on Sunday with local shopkeepers and not
multinationals it is important that he is allowed to
do so. TItis is a good piece of legislation which is
supported by the community. Over the coming
years we will see the success of the changes
introduced by this government in response to
changes in community attitudes.
Mr DOLLlS (Richmond) - As the minister said,
remember the middle ground, which is something
that the honourable member for Doncaster totally
forgot. In fact, in this case I am tempted to say that
the honourable member for Doncaster should have
been given an extra 15 minutes for his contribution
because as he began to advance his argument the
nature of what the government is doing was
becoming more apparent. There was not even the
slightest attempt by the honourable member for
Doncaster to justify what is an incorrect decision. It
is true that the government has broken a promise.
The honourable member cannot argue with that. The
government has broken a promise. True or not?
True, obviously. Before the election the government
said it would not extend shop trading hours beyond
one Sunday a month. True or not? Absolutely true.

What happened? The honourable member for
Doncaster believed he was surfing on the net, and
suddenly he got lost in this wide space and forgot
the logic of his argument. He attempted to make a
mockery of the position that the churches have taken
on this issue. I will take a little time on this issue,
especially for the honourable member for
Tullamarine.

Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Maughan) Order! I ask members on my left and on my right,
including the honourable member for Tullamarine,
to remain silent while the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition is making his contribution.
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Mr DOLLlS - What did Archbishop George Pell
say? 'The weekend mentor', as the minister said.
What did the minister call his mentor before? We
will not mention the unmentionable. The archbishop
said:
The weekend as we know it will cease to exist. Sunday
will become a trading day no different from any week
day, a day when goods and services are to be made
available as indiscriminately as on any other day, a day
when people will have no choice but to provide those
services at the expense of their personal freedom and
their family life.

I want to know whether the honourable member for
Tullamarine agrees with those sentiments, which the
opposition wholeheartedly and fully supports. The
archbishop went on:
I call upon the government of Victoria to respect the
right of all people to have time with their families, to
preserve this traditional day of rest and recreation and
not to place yet another burden on family life.

Family life is something those on the government
benches quite often mention but somehow lose sight
of in describing it. The archbishop concluded by
saying:
Government may win a short-term economic argument
at the expense of long-term family dislocation. It has no
right to do this.

In a letter to the Minister for Industry, Science and
Technology, a representative of the Anglican Church
wrote:
However, in removing anomalies by giving carte
blanche to traders, you have created the potential for a
series of social effects that will seriously undermine the
family life of both workers and small business people,
while at the same time placing the small trader in an
unequal battle with large retailers ...
Further, the alleged protection for smaller traders in
large shopping complexes will be ineffective. Already
there are examples of those who are unwilling to trade
on the 10 designated Sunday trading days being fined
by centre managers. When the government invokes
'market forces' and 'consumer demands' as the basis of
its actions it is in effect asserting that it has no
responsibility for the social and business consequences
of its legislative decisions. This represents a thorough
and, we believe, alarming redefinition of the role of
government which in the past has always taken
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seriously its role of protecting the rights of vulnerable
minority groups.

We know the position of this government in regard
to protecting minority groups. The Anglican Church
concludes by saying:
We regret the failure of the minister to consult ... in the
community as the Premier had promised.

The church says the Premier promised it, but he has
broken his promise. That is another lie, another
broken promise. Are honourable members opposite
saying the Anglican Church is lying? Are they
saying the Premier did not promise before the last
election to listen? Are they saying the church is lying
on this issue and that the Premier did not promise
it? It seems they are saying that it is an error by the
Anglican Church for remembering the clear-cut
promise of the Premier before the last election. The
Premier was promising a lot of things before the last
election. What did he do? He failed to consult.
Let me come now to the other side of the religious
fence - the Uniting Church of Australia. It says:
Citizenship is further eroded as we are purely defined
by our ability to consume. Business and government
want us to consume and to construct a society in which
the point of our leisure is to consume, and is guided by
such values as being selfish, individualistic, demanding
with no limits. We demand and everyone else has to
cater for our needs '" With people forced to work
longer, antisocial hours, the concept of a day of rest, of
being with family and friends, becomes more and more
alien.
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Mr DOLUS - 'Shush', says the honourable
member for Malvern, but he is not short of breath
when it comes to invoking family values in this
place. He is not short of breath when it comes to
invoking morality in this place. He is not short of
tears when it comes to weeping crocodile tears in
defence of those who cannot defend themselves. The
principles of democracy and the principles of
government have never been practised by the
hypocrites on the other side.
They cannot have it both ways. On the one hand,
they cannot invoke family values in this place while
at the same time destroying the fundamentals of
family life. They destroy the basics that keep families
together. They think it is a laughing matter.
Mr Perton interjected.
Mr DOLUS - I suggest to the honourable
member for Ooncaster that he continue surfing the
Internet. That is allowed seven days a week,
24 hours a day.
Mr Perton - When do you go shopping with
your wife?
Mr DOLUS - Saturday morning.
Mr Perton - Never on Sundays?
Mr DOLLIS - The honourable member for
Doncaster is hypocritical. The honourable member
does not understand that even dogs stop barking.
The ACflNG SPEAKER
- Order! I ask the
honourable member for Doncaster to cease
interjecting and the Deputy Leader of the
OppOSition to stop inciting honourable members
opposite.
(Mr Andrianopoulos)

The church is saying that this move is altering
society as we know it. Many people are mad about
the losses in rural Australia. I have heard members
of the National Party say time and again that small
country towns will disappear. They are
disappearing only because places like this have
legislated to alter the fundamentals of their daily
existence. As a result, they cease to be. Therefore, we
have a different Australia - not necessarily a better
one but one that we are failing to recognise in many
places.
This legislation will force people to compete on a
daily basis. How would a shop-owner deal with his
or her family? When will they see their children?
Mr Doyle - Shush!

Mr DOLLIS - Do I look like the sort of person to
challenge the basic humanity that is not being
displayed by honourable members opposite? I shall
deal with the question raised by the honourable
member for Ooncaster about shopping on Sundays.
The government is forcing people, particularly small
shopowners, to open seven days a week, 24 hours a
day to compete with large conglomerates just
because people may change their shopping habits as
a result of the legislation. The government does not
have the decency to admit that the Premier has
changed his mind.
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The Minister for Planning and Local Government
will remember that when the Premier was a minister
in the former Hamer Liberal government he issued
press releases and sent messages to Canberra about
family life being sacred. We did not have the Crown
Casino opening 24 hours a day then. How could
family values change from 1979, 1980 and 1981 to
the present day? The honourable member for
Malvern may think that society has redefined basic
family values. It is impossible for members opposite
to defend what the government is doing with shop
trading hours. It is impossible for them to stand
straight. As the honourable member for Yan Yean
says, they cannot lie straight in bed.
The honourable member for Doncaster seems to
bark louder than any other dog, and perhaps if we
throw him a bone he may keep quiet! He may surf
the Internet 24 hours a day, but open-slather trading
requires families to work day in and day out just to
compete on an unequal basis with large
conglomerates. It requires them to operate on rules
that are unequal. Small businesses are not in the
same category as large conglomerates that can do
almost anything they want.
The Premier and the government promised
something different before the election, but he and
the mob opposite have broken their promise. It is a
shameful day when the wishes of most groups in
society and of ordinary families are disregarded
because of legislation that the government promised
would never see the light of day.
The opposition asks the Premier to honour his
commitment and withdraw the legislation. It is
morally wrong, economically bankrupt and will see
Victorians suffering for many years to come.

Mr DOYLE (Malvern) - It is always a pleasure
to listen to the noble traditions of rhetoric of the
honourable member for Richmond. His speech
today was in no small measure one of his better
speeches. I shall return to the issue of street theatre
later in my contribution because it is an important
part of what I want to say.
It is important to have a base line. Honourable
members should consider what oppositions should
do to evince, as this opposition has, such strong
views about what the bill will do. It is not enough to
run a commentary saying, 'We are against it'.
Oppositions should say what they propose as sound
policy and a way forward for shop trading hours in
Victoria.
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The honourable members for Swan Hill and
Doncaster pointed out the various anomalies,
exemptions, tourist precincts, prohibitions and
service restrictions in many areas of Victoria.
Mr Maclellan - Chaos.
Mr DOYLE - Yes, chaos. It has got to the point
where the community is unsure what is appropriate
to be traded and what is not and where goods may
be traded and where they may not be traded. We
have not started this debate from ground zero but
from a hotchpotch of rules that have grown to the
position we are now in. It is not enough to run a
negative commentary. Many municipalities have
anomalies that operate within their boundaries.
Some local councils have four different exemptions
or ordinances operating at different times on top of
the trading times provided by the state government.
We do not have a clean slate.
As I said earlier, it is not good enough for the
opposition to run a negative commentary; to call a
division and vote against the bill. I understand
Labor Party policy is for 15 trading Sundays a year.
So 10 trading Sundays are not enough but 15 is
philosophically different and families will be better
off having rules apply to 15 Sundays, but not 20, 30
or 52 trading Sundays. There is a philosophical
problem with. that argument.

Members of the opposition were keen to quote the
views of government members when they
considered there were anomalies in previous times
when the coalition was in opposition. I quote a news
release of the then Minister for Consumer Affairs
dated 8 December 1991, which states:
The Minister for Consumer Affairs, Mr Theo
Theophanous, today welcomed the first of the three
legal Sunday trading days before Christmas by joining
shoppers at Melbourne's newest retail centre,
Melbourne Central.
Mr Theophanous said he expected thousands of
Victorians to take advantage of the opportunity to shop
at their leisure on each of the three Sundays before
Christmas.

The extra retail activity will create part-time
employment opportunities for young people during the
Christmas period.
This will not only boost the Victorian retail industry
and the manufacturing sector but also our balance of
payments.
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Victorians can do their bit to get this state moving
again, he said.
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The government has correctly barred trading on Good
Friday, Christmas Day or before 1 p.m. on Anzac Day
except for shops already exempt.

It is fascinating that the coalition had to be elected to

get the state moving again after a decade of Labor
government. Putting that aside for the moment,
however, it seems to me that for those three Sundays
Mr Theophanous was saying in essence, philosophy
and concept exactly what the government is saying
now about employment, retail and consumer
opportunities through Sunday trading.

Another important qualification is that no shop can be
forced to open even if an existing lease requires this.

The Herald Sun chose to focus on the safeguards the
government has put in place to protect against the
very abuses opposition members have been hinting
at but have not been quite brave enough to mention
in their contributions so far. It continues:

I shall take up an interjection made earlier by an
opposition member who said, 'So it is all or nothing,
is it?' In the first part of my speech I said that that is
not where we are; we do not have the option of
nothing. There are so many anomalies and
exemptions and such a hotchpotch of provisions that
we cannot go back to nothing.

Not everyone will support deregulation. Shops already
allowed to open will not welcome the increased
competition. The opposition view it narrowly as bad
for small business and as making inroads on the time
families whose members work in shops can spend
together.

Having a policy on this matter does not mean
simply running a negative commentary; it means
actually having something to offer as a viable policy.

But the unrestricted hours will create more jobs in an
industry that already employs nearly 400 000 and in
June alone had a turnover of $2.2 billion.

How often can members of this place recall the two
daily newspapers agreeing exactly on the same issue
on the same day? Yet, after the Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology in another place announced
the shop trading legislation, both the Herald Sun and
the Age of Wednesday, 11 September, were in
furious agreement on the government's position.

How do the sentiments of the Herald Sun sit with the
pronouncements of Mr Theophanous in 1991? The
answer is that they are very comfortable together, so
I wonder what Mr Theophanous's argument will be
when the bill is debated in the other house.

Mr Maclellan interjected.
Mr DOYLE - It is a bit unsettling for the
government, and it may be more unsettling yet as I
refer to an article in last week's Sunday Age with
which I am in furious agreement.
Mr Maclellan interjected.
Mr DOYLE - That is certainly so, Minister, but
you can't be wrong all the time.
Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mr DOYLE - The honourable member for
Yan Yean says, 'Yes you can', presumably from
personal experience. I am not able to comment on
that, but I am happy to accept his word for it. The
Herald Sun of 11 September states:
But where voters in a local community record a
majority against unrestricted trading, the council will
be able to impose its own restrictions.

An opposition member mentioned the Master
Grocers Association, and the Herald Sun has taken
that up. Why wouldn't you protest against an
expansion if you were a group already permitted to
trade on a Sunday? I think the self-interest in that
argument really does not deserve further comment.

The Age of Wednesday, 11 September, is in furious
agreement with the government and with the Herald
Sun. It states:
Mr Birrell's announcement that the government
proposes to let all shops open whenever they want,
apart hom a minimum number of public holidays,
signals a long-overdue triumph for the common good
over special self-interest. Victoria has come of age.

I take up the point I raised earlier about what policy
is, as against just running a negative commentary on
everything the government proposes. Later in the
same editorial the Age says:
Perhaps when the Kimer government decided in 1991
that shops should be allowed to trade on 10 Sundays a
year it made cautious sense, given the residual
hesitation about Sunday trading in certain circles. If
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that was a trial, we believe all fair-minded people
would concede that the Victorian public has given its
considered verdict and is now, on balance, more than
ready for a fuller taste of freedom.

19 cafes and restaurants, and 10 rug dealers - I
thought there were more than that, but never mind.
There also seems to be a growth industry in bridal
wear shops and travel agents to go with them.

I concur with that judgment. If the 10 Sundays was a
dipping of the toe in the water before
Christmas 1991, what does 15 Sundays represent? Is
that a slightly bigger test? It may well be that the
opposition has finally hit upon the answer to one of
the great conundrums of this time: can you be 'a
little bit pregnant'? An expansion of that analogy
would suggest that the opposition would answer,
'Yes, 15 times a year you can be a little bit pregnant'.
It makes no philosophical or conceptual sense at all
to say the 10 Sundays now permitted be extended to
15. What have we gained? Does that mean the
opposition is prepared to destroy family life on an
extra 5 Sundays a year, or that five more will make
no difference? The opposition is arguing about
degree, not on principle. Good public policy is based
on principle, and that is what the opposition is yet to
come to terms with.

If small shops wish to survive and thrive, which the
government certainly wants to encourage, the way
to do it is not by the government prohibiting certain
other sections of the community from enjoying the
same rights that present Sunday traders do. All
shops have to get out and promote what they have
to offer, describe some niche in their own marketing
and then ensure they capture interest and encourage
people to come in through their front doors.

Another furphy on which the opposition relies is
that in some way the legislation will play into the
hands of certain parts of the retail trading sector. Just
on the edge of my electorate is the Chadstone
shopping centre. My electorate also encompasses the
Malvern Central shopping centre, a smaller
conglomeration of some 100 shops, as well as the
strip shopping centres of Glenferrie Road,
High Street and others. The opposition would have
us believe that this proposal will destroy strip
shopping areas. In 1991 when Mr Theophanous was
making his pronouncements, shops in
Glenferrie Road had 'For Rent', 'For Lease', 'Out of
Business' and 'Oosing Down' signs on them - the
predominant feature of Glenferrie Road was small
businesses going out of business. That was not the
result of open-slather trading, as the opposition
suggests will occur in this case; it was the result of
movements in retail trading.
What do you do if you own a small shop? The
Sunday Age ran an excellent feature in its Living
Image section on what retailers in High Street,
Armadale, did last weekend. The President of the
High Street-Glenferrie Road Business Association
had geared up a charity Sunday where all the streets
and strip shops were involved in actually promoting
themselves in a way that would appeal to the public.
When you think of High Street, Armadale, you think
of antique shops. There are some 100 of them, but
there are a further 30 clothing and footwear shops,
32 furniture and home items shops, 16 art galleries,

The number of people in High Street, Armadale, on
Sunday was a testament to the fact that that
approach works. When promotions of that kind are
held at strip shopping areas, people shop there and
enjoy themselves and the shops build up a clientele.
Whether it be the local milk bar, like mine at
Orchard Street and Union Street, or the huge shops
in Chadstone shopping centre, there is room for
them all if they position themselves appropriately,
but trading success cannot be given to them as of
right by the government excluding some parts of the
retail community. To suggest that it is a right or that
you can fix the problem by having trading on
15 days is not a policy; it is a running commentary
and a negative one at that.
In conclusion, the important thing is the community
test. There are two community tests of the policy.
The first one is a safeguard. If a community does not
like it, there is provision for a municipal poll to be
conducted and that gives local councils the right to
decide trading in its own area. That is entirely
appropriate. The larger poll is the more important
one, and that is the consumer poll. What is it that the
people of Victoria want to do? The answer is: they
want to shop on Sundays, in my electorate, whether
it is at Chadstone or Malvern Central or in strip
shopping centres on High Street, Glenferrie Road,
Wattletree Road or Malvern Road. People will
determine where they do their discretionary
spending. That is exactly as it should be. If there is
one thing government can do for retail businesses, it
is not to make artificial regulations but to get out of
the way of businesses and let consumers and
businesses interact appropriately. Anything else is
artificial. Worse still, all we've got from the other
side is a running commentary of negativism, not a
policy pOSition.

Mr BRACKS (Williamstown) - Some of the
claims of the honourable member for Malvern are
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extreme and should be addressed. The key issue in
the debate on the Shop Trading Reform Bill is that,
except on Sundays, in Victoria we have 24-hour
shopping. That is what we are debating. Let us strip
it back to what it is: we are talking about one day of
the week, Sunday, and only certain Sundays. It is not
as if there is no shopping on six days of the week, or
that we do not have 24-hour shopping. We do have
shopping on six days of the week and 24-hour
shopping. The issue is what do we do about
Sundays.

Opposition members are not saying they are totally
against modifying the existing regime. They are
concerned at the absolute deception of the
government before the last election. The government
went to the election on one platform, and after the
election it came up with a different platform. I refer
particularly to the liberal Party's small business
policy, which was explicit and was announced to the
Victorian public before the election. I refer to bits of
the liberal Party policy on small business on which
people voted:

The government's proposal is to allow continuous
shopping, including Sundays and public holidays
throughout the year. That is what will be different.
The member for Malvern is quite incorrect in his
assertions that there is some confusion about
shopping. There is no confusion about shopping in
Victoria. There is ample opportunity for shopping in
Victoria. I have not heard any groundswell of
opinion from my constituents or when moving
around Victoria from people saying that they do not
have the opportunity to shop at their choice in a
precinct or at a time of their choice. No latent
demand has built up.

The small business portfolio provides effective
administration of relevant shop trading legislation to
support retail small businesses. The overriding focus is
to deliver a shop trading environment which balances
the interests of consumers and traders -

Nor have we heard from the government about any
research or studies or of any socioeconomic impact
that shows that a demand has built up that requires
legislation to ensure that we have shopping for
24 hours on Sundays throughout the year.
Mr Perton interjected.

Mr BRACKS - The key issue is the opportunity
for Victorians to shop. There is no question in my
mind there is no great demand to increase the
existing shopping hours. If there is that demand, I
encourage the government to table and raise in
debate the background research that shows that that
demand is developing.
A case can be made for some adjustment to the
shopping regime. The opposition accepts that to pick
out some Sundays and not have them as known,
regular shopping days is an anomaly. It is difficult to
know on which Sundays there will be shopping.
And it is not just the opposition that has that view;
before the election, the government had the same
view. Before the March election the government's
policy was that the first Sunday of each month
would be the Sunday on which there would be
trading in Victoria. There is some logic in
regularising the number of Sundays, and the
opposition supports that.

that was good to recognise. But there has been some
change and I would like to hear about the change
and why the interests of traders have not been
considered in the preparation of the proposed
legislation and recognises the imperatives underpinning the
state's economic development.
The introduction of the Capital City Sl\op Trading Act
1992 has been a significant achievement in the
coalition's first term. In addition, greater support has
been afforded to local communities seeking extended
shop trading hours outside the Melbourne CBD for
tourist precincts and special events.

Here is the key commitment on which the coalition,
that is, members opposite individually, went to the
Victorian public, and what members of the
government have to face up to:
The next coalition government will:
conduct a review of the Shop Trading Act 1987 in
consultation with all relevant groups, with a view
to simplifying the act's applications and clarifying
its provisions.

Mr Steggall interjected.
Mr BRACKS - Where is the review? Where is
your consultation? Where is your discussion? You
were explicit. Each of you committed yourselves to
that policy. You have changed and you have not
explained to the Victorian public how you have
changed. There has been no effective review.
Mr Steggall interjected.
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Mr BRACKS - The member for Swan Hill says
there was a review. I challenge him to table in this
house during this debate the outcome of the review
and to say who has been consulted. His coalition
party policy says:
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Mr Maclellan interjected.
Mr BRACKS - Absolutely, but the extension to
Crown Casino is to the credit of this government.
The first point is that the extra spending on gaming
means that small business is hurting .

... in consultation with all relevant groups ...

That was the policy. If a review was undertaken I
would be keen to discover the degree of consultation
undertaken with the Shop Distributive and Allied
Employees Association and the Shop Assistants
Union. The answer is zero. There has been zero
discussion with the people who work in the
industry. How can you have a reversal of a policy
about which you said you were going to consult and
not talk to the people who work in retail shops? The
key issue is that you have not talked to one retail
shop worker or to their representatives. It is clearly a
broken promise about which the government should
be ashamed.
I appreciate that the government has allowed a large
number of speakers to contribute to the debate, and I
realise that it is almost time for the suspension of the
house for dinner, so I will not be very much longer. I
make a few quick points. The government has not
recognised that small business is already hurting.
Gaming now brings $1.1 billion to the state coffers
and there is an extraordinary turnover through
gambling at Crown Casino and gaming
machines-Mr Maclellan interjected.
Mr BRACKS - Absolutely, but the extension of
it is your policy; the extra 150 tables are your policy,
not ours.

Mr Maclellan interjected.
Mr BRACKS - Imagine what it will be.

Mr Maclellan interjected.
Mr BRACKS - The minister has made exactly
the point I want to make: people have the same
amount of disposable income and when you have
discretionary expenditure you can put it only in
certain places. Evidence overseas - including the
United States - and Australia shows that small
business suffers from the decision to gamble.
Textiles, footwear and entertainment are the key
areas that suffer. Small business is therefore
suffering, as the minister knows.

Secondly, the government does not have a policy to
encourage domestic growth. Currently the state is
suffering the highest taxes and charges of any state
in Australia, which has the effect of depressing
expenditure and consumer demand. So there is a
double effect of gaming and high taxes and charges
resulting in less spending.
Now we have a third point - strip shopping centres
in suburban Melbourne and small provincial centres
will be squeezed because they will have to compete
with large retailers.
So the government is hurting small business in the
state in three ways and there is no clear
socioeconomic policy to describe how that might
affect small business. I have much more I would like
to say but I recognise the time limitations. I am
happy to have contributed to the debate.
Sitting suspended from 6.31 p.m. until 8.02 p.m.
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - Shop trading has
always been a big issue for the National Party. We
have always fought hard for what we believe is right
for the people in our electorates. Throughout the
19705 and 1980s and into the 1990s we have fought
for restrictions on Saturday and Sunday trading, and
the reasons are well documented.

The Leader of the Opposition quoted what I, Ken
Jasper, the member for Murray Valley, has had to
say about restrictions on Saturday and Sunday
trading. I would be less than honest if I said I did not
have some concerns about the legislation. The
Premier and others talk about how important this
issue is to Victoria. We are in a new age, heading
into the next century; but we need to consider the
past and the present as well as the future. We need
to recognise the realities of shop trading and in
doing so decide what is best for the future.
Shop trading is an issue on which passionate
speeches have been made on many occasions.
Mr Speaker, you are well aware that in the late 19705
and the early 1980s we fought hard to contain the
extension of shop trading hours. We tried to protect
what we believed were the interests of people in
businesses both large or small, but particularly those
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that were small. Trading hours have changed since
then - and the former Labor government was a
party to many of the extensions.
When an extension to Saturday afternoon trading
was sought in the mid-1980s members of the
National Party, under the leadership of Peter
Ross-Edwards, discussed at a party meeting whether
to support or oppose it. I was handling the
legislation for the National Party, so I put the case
for both sides. I said I would argue whichever way
the party wanted me to argue because I believed we
had to start to rethink the issue.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr JASPER - That is a key point. The then
leader's comments in counselling the party are
worth putting on the record. He said that if we
wanted to maintain our opposition to Sunday
trading we would have to do a trade-off by agreeing
to Saturday afternoon trading. As a party, we
agreed. The then Leader of the National Party also
said things would change because we were living in
a changing world. That was 10 years ago. His
remarks were prophetic.
The Labor Party, which talks sanctimoniously about
what it is supposedly protecting, first allowed
extended Sunday trading. The anomalies in the Shop
Trading Act have to be corrected, and if members of
the Labor Party do not agree that there are
anomalies in the system they are not facing up to the
truth. The act is a mishmash, and I have always been
concerned about what we should do to achieve a
balance. Some people can trade 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. Some people can run exempt
shops while some cannot trade at certain times.
Others have to close the shutters on one part of the
shop because they cannot trade in the lines on that
side, although they can trade on the other.
The act imposes fines. Mr Speaker, you will recall as
well as I do the enormous problems we faced in the
19805 when we were trying to increase the penalties
imposed on those who were breaking the law by
operating on Saturdays or Sundays. What a great
demonstration the Penhalluriack case was of the
anomalies in the system and the need to overcome
them. Mr Penhalluriack refused to pay $500 000 in
fines, preferring to go to gaol as a matter of
principle. All sides of the house believed they were
right in not allowing Saturday and Sunday trading.
Then Parliament said it would allow small
businesses to trade on Saturdays and Sundays.

Tuesday, 15 October 1996

Later we amended the legislation to allow all
businesses employing fewer than 20 people to trade
on Saturdays and Sundays, which created another
anomaly. Eventually a great many people were able
to trade on those days. Businesses in tourist areas
were allowed to extend their trading hours. The
member for Swan Hill talked about businesses in his
electorate trading 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, and the Labor Party has talked about similar
trading hours. At present the act allows trading
24 hours a day for five days, but not too many
businesses trade for 24 hours a day during the main
part of the week. But there is the ability to do it. In
reality what happens is they open when they wish
to, and when they do not wish to open, they close.
That is the situation we find ourselves in today.
I will refer to my home town of Rutherglen because
that is a classic example of the difficulties we face.
As you know, Rutherglen is one of the great wine
growing areas of the state, Australia, and indeed the
world, and produces some of the greatest red wines
you would ever see.
When I was at a dinner recently hosted by the
Premier I was extremely disappointed that we were
drinking South Australian wine. I am sure that after
representations I will make directly to the Premier,
he will make sure that in future we will have
Victorian wines at functions.
Mr Kennett interjected.

Mr JASPER - There you are talking about a
great Rutherglen winery - Campbell's Rutherglen
Wines. We were pleased to see the Premier visit
Rutherglen to celebrate - Dr Napthine interjected.
Mr JASPER - My mother was a Campbell, you
see. For 125 years they have been operating in
Rutherglen.
I want to highlight the point the Premier makes. In
the mid-1980s it was decided that wineries would be
allowed to operate on Sundays. The wineries at
Rutherglen were sanctimonious about that and said,
We will not trade on Sundays'. However, after two
or three months Campbells said, We are going to
trade on Sundays', broke away from the other
wineries and started trading on Sundays. About
three months later every other winery in the
Rutherglen area traded on Sunday.
Mr Kennett interjected.
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Mr JASPER - Campbells Durif is a wonderful
wine, as the Premier rightly knows because he
visited the winery and did an excellent job in
celebrating the 125th anniversary. We will have to
get some more Durif wine down.

Many small businesses are resilient; the people who
run them are innovative and will rise to the
occasion. They will operate on the hours that suit
them in the circumstances of the new Shop Trading
Act.

That highlights the situation. The greatest trading
day for most of the wineries is Sunday because
people who come into the area are tourists.

The Leader of the Opposition denigrated members
of the National Party for changing the attitude they
held in the past. I make no bones about the
arguments that we used in the past and the fact that
we are facing a new reality - I have mentioned that
word on many occasions - and that new reality is
the fact that we are going into a new age.

Now we also have extended trading. I refer to my
family business at Rutherglen: a GMH dealership,
which has operated there since 1929. We also
operate a service station. That service station can
operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week. But the
first guy starts there at 7.45 a.m. and runs through
until about 7.00 p.m. We could trade at night as well,
but we do not need to. We can trade for 24 hours a
day, seven days a week, but we trade the hours that
suit the circumstances.
That highlights the situation in the tourist areas that
have been declared right across country Victoria in the electorates of the members for Rodney,
Portland and many other areas. We also heard the
honourable member for Swan Hill speak about his
area and other areas that have the ability to trade
seven days a week because of the reality of the
situation: tourists go to country Victoria.
I will again quote a case in my home town of
Rutherglen. Two small privately owned
supermarkets operate on Saturdays and Sundays
from B.OO a.m. until 1.00 p.m. and service the people
who come through. It was ironic that the owner of
one of the supermarkets wrote to me complaining
about the legislation before the house. When I spoke
to him he said he was complaining because he
would have to meet with competition from the big
supermarkets. I said that in Corowa, just 7 miles
away across the river, Safeway operates on
Saturdays and Sundays anyway, and that if he went
down to Wangaratta he would see that they operate
on Saturdays and Sundays. I said that he is giving
service locally - to the people who camp along the
river, and to the people who go to the caravan parks,
and they will come into his supermarket because it is
open on Sundays.
I have tried to highlight the changes to and the
reality of the situation in Victoria. I know the
downside and I know the other side, which I have
highlighted in my comments. The downside is
probably the difficulties that will be created for the
many small businesses throughout Victoria. But they
have to meet that, too.

Mr Speaker, you need only talk to your children, as I
talk to my children, to learn that we are in a new era.
These people - young people in particular - are
now saying, 'We want to be able to shop when we
want to shop, and we want to buy things when we
think we should be able to buy them', and we, as
businesspeople, whether small businesses or large
businesses, have to meet the demands of the market.
As we approach the turn of the century and a new
era, we will need to lead the way more and more.
Perhaps we should be leading the way in Australia
by saying, 'We will give businesses the opportunity
to operate within the hours they wish to operate'.
There will be difficulties - but they have to face
them. Being able to meet those realities is part of
being a businessman or a businesswoman.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr JASPER - And competition! The only thing I
would say we don't have fair competition on is
petrol pricing, and I won't talk about that. I would
like to think we could get that; I would like to think I
could get the Treasurer to agree that there is not fair
competition. But that is a different story. The fact is
that we have to face the changes.
If we go through the papers right across Victoria we
will see that the editorials generally - despite the
comments of the Leader of the Opposition support the attitude of and the actions that have
been taken by the government.
It was interesting to receive a copy of a letter from
Ron Thomlinson from the Retail Traders Association
to the Minister for Industry, Science and
Technology, in which he says:
The association wishes to commend you and your
government, as this has been a long-term, vexed
question for the retail industry in Victoria. Current
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legislation contains a number of anomalies, capable of
misrepresentation, and we are delighted to see that this
situation will be remedied.

He goes on to talk about the difficulties over the
years and says that there are many examples where
consumers are looking for changes.
I know there are limitations on time, but I again
point out that while many businesses will face
difficulties with this new reality, the fact is that it
will bowl out all the anomalies that we have, and we
will look to a new future. If we supported what the
Labor Party is putting forward, we would be
supporting extended trading anyway, but would
still have all the anomalies that we have in the act
today.
I support the legislation and strongly oppose the
reasoned amendment put forward by the Leader of
the Opposition because it is impractical, unworkable
and something that would not help retail trading in
Victoria
Ms CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) - I totally oppose
the bill. In doing so I will quote from some letters
that have come to my office from shop workers in
my electorate.
Most of what I have to say surrounds family issues,
and the letters I have chosen surround this issue
particularly. The first is a letter from a person who
manages a shop and has 26 employees:
What arrogance of the government to want
seven-day-a-week, 24-hour shopping.
I write having just seen the Herald Sun article of 15
September 1996. The photo of Mr Birrell and reference
to his wish to shop with his family on a Sunday. Let me
say it will be at my own family's expense.
My experience is as a manager of a small shop which
employs a total of 26 people. My employment is very
arduous.
I need at least one day of rest
My family knows Sunday is our day together. Now I
cannot be called into work on a Sunday because the
law prohibits my shop opening.
Unlike the minister I will have no freedom of choice on
whether I regularly enjoy Sunday with my family.
Arrogance and self-interest of this government will
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only be served by my family losing precious time
together.

That is a letter from a manager of a small shop. I
have received another letter from Coles in Coburg.
The workers at Coles objected to the 24-hour,
seven-day-a-week trading. One of them actually
decided to organise a petition. She writes:
On the 2nd October I took a petition to my work.
Within 15 minutes I had 76 people sign the petition,
and upon leaving I had customers asking to sign ...

After just 45 minutes of work she had a total of 131
signatures.
Just think what it would be if I was there longer.
How dare Mark Birrell speak for me and say most
workers want open slather trading! He didn't ask me.
Jeff Kennett said consultation would be held with the
people it would affect -

I will not read the word she used there He didn't consult small traders or retail workers. The
people this will affect directly are the 70 per cent of
retail workers who are women and small family traders.
Jeff Kennett also said a few years back that the family
unit must be protected. What changed his mind? The
almighty buck!
Do you realise that companies are only going to move
full timers to part-time work. I ask you, who rosters?
Additional staff will have to be employed as far as I'm
aware, just shuffling the existing staff like pawns. The
great Australian family life has been lost forever
because of greed and shame. Fancy trading people for
money.

She goes on to talk about the 15-year-olds who work
in the store:
Imagine your 15-year-old daughter working graveyard
shifts. Who takes her to work and who's picking her up
and how does this affect your work performance as a
parent? Will you still have a job when you start making
mistakes when you are tired?

Maybe we can have time together with our families
on Mondays. She continues:
Jeff may allocate us (Monday). He seems to be able to
do as he pleases and we just have to cop it on the chin.
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The workers at Coles in Coburg are particularly
concerned about the effect of the legislation on
family time.
The family lives of small retailers will also be
affected. I received a letter from Mrs Campisano of
Devon Road, Pascoe Vale, which is in a small
shopping centre. She begs that the 24-hour shop
trading legislation not be passed, and states:
As a small business we would suffer greatly. We feel
the hours we put in to our business are long enough.
6.00 a.m. to 11.00 p.m. We effectively get $2 an hour.

Members of this house will understand one of the
greatest causes of stress and breakdown in family
life results from financial issues. Welfare workers are
aware of it and every member should be aware of it.
Extended shop trading hours will effectively cause
this family to lose their business. They live in my
electorate.
When I looked through the newspapers from the
metropolitan region I found that people from
Mordialloc, Frankston and Heidelberg were
concerned about the effect of the legislation on their
family life. In the MordialIoc Chelsea News of
18 September the Parkdale Chamber of Commerce
says:
From a retail point of view the big boys will have the
added advantage and the smaller shops are just going
to have to work harder to keep clientele.

The same situation applying to the families of
Parkdale shopowners applies to those in Frankston.
The Frankston Standard carries a report of a manager
at a supermarket where there is seven-day-a-week
trading. He spoke about his concern about family
life and said that he has to take his children out of
school to get time with them. The worst example of
hypocrisy in terms of attitudes to families is outlined
in the Frankston Independent of 24 September. The
Frankston Chamber of Commerce and Industry and
the honourable member for Frankston undertook a
survey. They found that 90 per cent of people were
opposed to the deregulation of shop trading hours,
but the honourable member for Frankston will not
vote against deregulation because she believes it is
in the best interests of Victorians.
Many people consider family life to be high on their
list of priorities. If the bill were to be assessed on the
basis of a family impact statement it would have
f-r-a-u-d written across it; it would be clearly spelled
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out that the legislation is a fraud in every aspect in
an analysis based on family impact criteria.
The major criterion for family time is that the family
unit needs time together. Those of us who are
parents can testify to the fact that our children tend
to ask life's more complex questions at times when
we are relaxing with them.
Most people in the community have time with their
families at weekends. How are parents to listen and
comment if they do not spend time with their
children because they are working in the retail
industry? It will be extremely difficult. How will
they have time to listen to each other, laugh together
and enjoy leisure together? Much of Victoria's
leisure activities are held at weekends. In order for
the family unit to spend time together they should
not have to do as the gentleman from Seaford
suggested - that is, pull his children out of school
to get family time. That is not the community we
want.
For the parent-child relationship to work there must
be time to be together to work with the disharmony,
the hurt or the disquiet. So much of this is
self-evident, so why is it necessary to spell it out? It
is because members in this house cannot see what is
obvious to people outside. The people who
answered the survey on 7-day-a-week,
24-hour-a-day shop trading clearly say they do not
want extended shopping hours.
The second criterion on which to judge the bill is
that of full-time job opportunities with full-time
wages. Families need full-time wages in order to
provide housing, food, clothing, education, and
transport. Extended shopping hours will not give
retailers additional income to employ more staff; it
merely spreads the hours over which staff are
employed. In my experience full-time workers in the
retail industry - I have a great deal of experience
with the retail industry - need full-time wages.
Under the present circumstances Sundays are not
part of this arrangement, and nor should they be.
The legislation will make Sunday trading
compulsory, but there is no voluntary work
provision in it. Voluntary work provisions will be
provided for in an amendment that will be moved
by the opposition during the committee stage, and I
urge members of the government to support it. The
weekly take-home pay for most full-time shop
assistants is $408.40. There is little discretionary
income in that amount. Shop assistants who work
full-time in a retail establishment will find that
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Sunday work is inevitable and they will have to
decide whether to keep their full-time jobs or say no
to working on Sunday, which will probably mean
losing their full-time employment. Families without
the ability to know what their incomes will be,
particularly those on low incomes, will have great
difficulty managing their budgets.
The third criterion on which to assess this bill is its
impact on workers with family responsibilities. The
school-aged children of retail workers, obviously,
are at school from Monday to Friday. Saturday is
generally for extra curricula activities such as sport,
and sometimes shopping with their families. Sunday
is their time together. On Sundays there are no extra
curricula and sports activities like those the children
are generally involved with on Saturdays, and there
is time for family units to be together.
For two-parent families where both partners work in
retail, the ludicrous situation arises where, because
shops are expected to close only two and a half days
a year, that couple may see each other only on two
and a half days a year when the shops are closed.
For sole-parent families it is even worse. Children
often have week-end access visits with one of their
parents. However, children with contact with only
one parent will also be adversely affected.
What about grandparents? Many grandparents are
under 6S years of age. Many of them work in retail.
They want to spend time with their families at
barbecues, at parties and in general recreation
together. What about families with children who
have special needs? There are no special schools
open on a Sunday. There are no specialised day
centres.
What about preschool children? There may be some
advantages for families that have preschool children.
They soon will have 24-hour-a-day,
seven-day-a-week child care. TItis will be
institutional care, something that both sides of this
house have objected to over a long period.
The fourth criterion is the impact on young members
of families. During the last state election campaign
the Kennett advertising propaganda machine went
into overdrive with young people and first-time
voters. Saturday night entertainment and raging
take on a new dimension when we think of what can
happen if shops are open for 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. Five out of eight young people
change jobs each year. Those who currently work
under provisions for voluntary work will
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realistically be expecting contracts that have no
voluntary provisions.
The fifth criterion concerns family heritage, race,
ethnicity and religion. What effect will unrestricted
shop trading have on families that want to hand on
their values and traditions?
I am very conscious of the time. Therefore, I will
conclude by asking a couple of questions.
How much has this legislation to do with families?
Nothing.
How much has it to do with extended, full-time job
opportunities? Nothing.
How much has it to do with the fact that the Coles
group's earnings were down by 21 per cent? How
much has it to do with the fact that the K-Mart
operations were down by 4S per cent? How much
has it to do with the Grace-Myer department stores
having a 27 per cent profit downturn?
I suggest it has a lot to do with those points - more
than it has to do with the freedom to shop whenever
one wishes. The first Kennett government was
characterised by the fact that it gambled with
families. TItis government will be characterised by
the fact that it has traded off family values for big
companies' profits.
Mr I. W. SMITH <Polwarth) - I welcome the
opportunity to support this legislation which was
brought in by a strong, enlightened and reforming
government. My attitudes to extended trading hours
were formed some considerable time ago. Any
members who have been in business, whether or not
it is on a farm, have found themselves working all
hours to survive.

I well remember when the debate was in full swing
in the late 19705 being beset by a number of
constituents in the electorate I then represented.
They felt that extended trading hours would be the
death knell to shopping in Warrnambool. I heard
them out. They raised all the arguments that the
honourable member for Pascoe Vale raised. In the
end I said to them, 'It is clear that you people do not
realise you have had extended trading hours seven
day a week for 12 weeks of every year for the past
nine years'. Doom and gloom had not prevailed on
the place. People knew about it. Those who wanted
to use it used it. Few did. They adjusted to the
market place. This legislation is about choice.
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It seems ironic to me that at 8.30 on a Tuesday night
the honourable member for Pascoe Vale talked about
family values and proper hours, whatever they
happen to be. Does she want the trams to stop at 5
o'clock, the pubs to close at 5 o'clock and everyone
shuffled out of hospitals at 5 o'clock? I am sure she
does not. There are many occupations that, of
necessity, go around the clock.

fillip and will generate greater net wealth. There will
be an opportunity for places like Colac to expand
upon things like Sunday markets. In my electorate
there are something like 2.6 million day visitors per
year. Most of them scoot in and out, unsatisfied at
the time and effort they put into it. They would
certainly welcome opportunities like the Sunday
market in Colac which attracts many visitors.

There is no question that a few people will not like
the changes and that a few people, in order to
remain competitive in their businesses, will have to
adapt and change. The changes that will be allowed
as a matter of choice under this legislation will
provide the overwhelming majority of people in the
community with a choice that they do not have at
the moment.

Some people will have been to Williamstown and
seen the weekend market. Others may have visited
the Eumundi Saturday market on the Sunshine
Coast which attracts hundreds of people from
everywhere and creates an enormous impetus and
business for the rest of the town, not just for the
people who come to trade on Saturdays.

We all recall the silly arguments of the Labor years
when hardware stores, in particular, were not
allowed to open in some areas. Along the coast, in a
tourist area, one could get practically anything.
Along the coast in my electorate, from Anglesea,
through Lome and Apollo Bay and further,
businesses have unlimited rights to trade whenever
they want to. They adjust to the market demand.
There is no question that in towns like Colac and
Camperdown a few people will find some difficulty
adjusting. They realise they will not be compelled to
open their shops for 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. It certainly will not be the case that the large
supermarkets or Target stores will necessarily be
open seven days a week, because it simply will not
pay them to do so.
This legislation presents to people in an electorate

like mine and, I suggest, in most areas of the state an
enormous opportunity to move ahead. Some people
believe, wrongly, that there is a finite amount of
money to go around in the community, and that all
this measure will do will be to spread that money
more thinly and to make their businesses less viable
or even unprofitable. That is not the case. The more
we can create demand and the more that demand is
satisfied, the greater the pressure on innovation and
the need to produce more goods and services.
Satisfying the extra demand increases the tempo of
the economy. That has been proven time and again.
There is no such thing as a finite amount of money.
It would certainly be finite if everything shut at

5 o'clock. There would be no incentive and no
initiative. No progress would be made.
I believe that enlightened communities that use
extended trading hours sensibly will receive a huge

I believe the prospect of running Saturday or
Sunday markets is begging for places like
Camperdown and Colac, which has a village
green-type configuration in the main shopping
centre, thus adding to the attractions for people to
visit those areas, and encouraging them to stay
longer, spend more money and return again to enjoy
the spectacular and stimulation of the shopping
opportunities that are provided.
We have had from the opposition a classic
union-shellback position, a restraint-of-trade
argument. The overwhelming majority of the work
force have enormous flexibility in their lifestyles and
working hours. Very few workers work fixed hours.
Even in the public service there is flexitime and it is
a rare office of administration that does not have a
number of people working back on Saturdays or
Sundays. As I mentioned earlier, many institutions
owned and run by the state have seven-day-a-week
trading and three shifts a day.
For all those reasons it is high time we cut out the
myths and rubbish of extended trading hours and
allow people to choose for themselves what hours
they want for their shops. They will no doubt, where
they employ staff, negotiate among the staff things
mutually suitable. The days when you can compel
staff for any length of period to do things against
their will are gone. Good people are hard to get and
will always be hard to get. People with skills and
talent will move on under repressive employment
regimes, so it is inevitable that the overwhelming
majority of employees are in workplaces where
sensible agreements will be reached and incentives
will be generated for both management and staff to
enjoy. Under this enlightened proposal it will not be
long before a small readjustment in the thinking of
people will lead to a sensible approach to the hours
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they open and trade. Such is the case in most of our
tourist areas. You do not see every shop opening
24 hours a day, seven days a week. They manage the
adjustment particularly well. The opposition
members who put the opposite view, as the member
for Pascoe Vale did, should as soon as possible enjoy
a Commonwealth Parliamentary Association tour to
different parts of the world so that they can bring
back more enlightened policies, change their
attitudes and put Victoria in a leading position,
rather than burying their heads collectively in the
sand and holding us back in the development of
world commerce, trade and particularly tourism.
With those remarks I commend the bill to the house
and oppose the reasoned amendment.
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - I oppose the legislation
and support the reasoned amendment. I shall make
a few comments on the motives behind the
legislation. The legislation is devious because of two
principal reasons. It is a blatant broken promise of
the government, a promise the government made
going into the last election. Indeed, the government
does not have a mandate for the legislation. One has
to look only at the comments the government made
regarding shop trading hours to see clearly that this
is a broken promise. When one looks at the
comments of the Premier, referred to earlier, about
extended shop trading hours, one sees he was keen
on protecting the interests of families. The Premier
has changed his views, and that is something he will
have to answer for. In 1981 the Premier said this:

Most shopkeepers do not wish to open for longer hours
because they have little enough time to spend with

their families as it is. This aspect of longer hours for
traders cannot be overlooked because the health and
welfare of our society depends on the success of our
family unit, as I have said many times.
Obviously the Premier has abolished his interest in
the family unit when it comes to open-slather
trading hours.
A letter written by the then Minister for Small
Business, the Honourable Vin Heffeman, prior to the
last election to the Retail Traders Association of
Victoria made it clear the government had no desire
to increase shop trading hours. His statement is in
black and white, yet the government went back on
that promise.
The other reason the legislation is devious is that it is
a stab in the heart of small business. It will destroy
many small businesses throughout the state. In my
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electorate the strip shopping centre in Keilor Road,
Niddrie, will die a quick death as a result of the
open-slather trading hours that is being enunciated
in the bill.
As we are debating the legislation today in the
federal Parliament a coalition senator has fallen on
his sword because of a perceived conflict of interest.
Senator Gibson, the parliamentary secretary to the
Treasurer, had owned a parcel of Boral shares at the
same time as he was making decisions directly
affecting Boral. He realised that was in breach of the
Prime Minister's code of conduct and as a result he
reSigned. Only yesterday the Assistant Treasurer,
Senator Short, resigned because of a perceived
conflict of interest in that he was making decisions in
relation to the banking industry while at the same
time he had a large parcel of bank shares. It is
necessary to take notice of the major beneficiaries of
the bill. The major beneficiaries will be the large
shopping centres: Coles Myer, Woolworths and
large shopping complexes, such as those owned by
Gandel Group Pty Ltd. Indeed they have said so
themselves on numerous occasions. When it was
first mooted by the government that it would
legislate for open slather trading, Peter Bartels, the
Chief Executive Officer of Coles Myer, welcomed the
decision and made it clear it would increase the
profitability of Coles Myer. The Gandel retail trust
investor relations manager, in a report in the Herald
Sun of 12 September, said there would be a big jump
in trade as a result of extended trading hours.
Woolworths has been lobbying for many years to
extend trading hours. The reason it wants
open-slather shop trading is to increase profitability.
If its profitability is increased, the return to their
shareholders is increased.
Mr Perton interjected.

Mr HULLS - The honourable member for
Doncaster agrees that the shareholders of large
trading companies will benefit directly as a result of
the legislation. It is essential that we have a look at
who are the shareholders of these large retail outlets
because one would have to conclude that the
beneficiaries of these large companies ought not be
involved in the debate, let alone be involved in a
vote on the passage of the legislation.
Let us examine who are the major shareholders and
beneficiaries of an extension of trading hours. It just
so happens that a large number of members on the
government side of the house are shareholders in
Coles-Myer, Woolworths or Gandel. It is interesting
because those companies will be the major
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beneficiaries. Therefore, if the people sitting on the
government side who own such shares vote for the
bill and the bill is passed, they will line their pockets
with increased profits from those shareholdings.
In view of the debate on conflict of interest currently
taking place in federal Parliament, it is important to
examine who on the government side of the house
has shares. Let us look at who they are. The
honourable member for Knox just happens to have a
large number of shares in the Coles-Myer group, the
Woolworths group and the Gandel retail trust. If the
honourable member for Knox votes for this
legislation, he is really voting to line his pockets with
the profits. That is an absolute conflict of interest.
Who else do we have? None other than the
Attorney-General of this state, who just happens to
have a large parcel of shares in Woolworths. If she
votes for this legislation when the house divides on
the motion, she will also be voting to line her
pockets with increased profits. The honourable
member for Bulleen, who has argued in support of
the bill, just happens to have purchased some
Coles-Myer shares. It is very interesting that he has
purchased them just at a time when he was sitting in
the party room and knew full well that this
legislation was coming before the house.
The honourable member for Bellarine has noted in
the register of interests that he has some 17000
shares in the Coles-Myer organisation. He will
indeed increase his profits if he supports this bill.
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Mr Perton - On a point of order, Mr Deputy
Speaker, the honourable member for Niddrie is in
breach of the rule on casting imputations against
other members. He is entitled to set out the
shareholdings of other members but he is not
entitled to make any conclusion arising from those
shareholdings that cast aspersions against members.
I therefore ask you, Sir, to rule that he is in breach of
that rule.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! It is my
understanding of the point of order raised by the
honourable member for Doncaster that the
honourable member for Niddrie is using the
members' register of interests, which is a public
document and which he is using only as part of his
argument in the context of putting his side of the
argument on the bill. It is my understanding that
that is part of rigorous debate and that, in fact, at the
appropriate time a member of the government can
take issue with the honourable member for Niddrie
if the details he places in Hansard are inaccurate. If
they are accurate, I suggest he is not casting
aspersiOns but stating fact. If they are inaccurate,
that is a different story.
Mr Perton - On a further point of order, Sir, in
relation to the statement the member is making,
what I understand from your ruling is that reading
from the register of interests and setting out the
ownership of members is permissible, but that to
then make an imputation that there is some
dishonesty is not permissible and out of order, and I
ask you to rule that out of order.

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! Interjections
across the chamber will not be tolerated by the Chair
and the Chair will not tolerate the level of
interjection that has now been reached. As I often
say in situations such as this, I like a little bit of
exchange across the chamber because I think it is
good for debate, but the art of it all is to know at
what point to withdraw. I suggest we have far
exceeded that point, and hope debate can proceed in
an orderly fashion.
Mr HULLS - The opposition can understand
why government members are so sensitive about
this matter: senior federal members have resigned as
a result of conflicts of interest. I shall continue
because, if the environment minister votes for this
bill, she will be voting to increase profits because of
her shareholdings in Woolworths. We also have the
honourable member for Portland.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! My
understanding is that the honourable member for
Niddrie is detailing to the house what is recorded in
the members' register of interests. If he is attempting
to include in those register details shareholdings that
he perceives will in fact benefit as a result of this
legislation and therefore say that the return to the
investors would be consequently affected, in my
view that is within the forum of the house.
At this stage I am accepting that what the
honourable member for Niddrie is putting forward
is part of the actual detail from the members'
register of interests, and if that is the case I have no
problem with that line of debate. If it is inaccurate,
the honourable member for Niddrie can be called to
justify the statements he is making to the house, and
if a member of this place wishes to deny it he or she
can have the call at the appropriate time following
the contribution of the honourable member for
Niddrie. I do not uphold the point of order.
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Mr John - On a further point of order,
Mr Deputy Speaker, I distinctly heard the words,
'lining their pockets'. There could not be a greater
imputation than that. The pecuniary interests
register is a public document that has been available
to all of us for many months, and the entire speech
of the honourable member for Niddrie has been
associated with casting aspersions on certain people
in the government who will vote, allegedly because
of their pecuniary interests. Of course, the
underlying assumption is that the government's
shop trading reforms will result in some mysterious
rise in Coles-Myer or Woolworths shares, and that
may not be the case. Indeed, I know many small
businesses in my electorate that will thrive because
of this legislation. Therefore, my point of order
is--

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! It is only fair
that a member from either side of the house should
be given an opportunity to put forward his or her
point of order so the Chair can hear it. The Chair will
decide whether the honourable member for Bendigo
East is debating the issue and ask him to act
accordingly. I therefore ask members of the
opposition to give the honourable member an
opportunity to speak so that the Chair can hear his
point of order and adjudicate on it.

MY John - I reiterate my point, which is simply
that there is no evidence, and no evidence has been
presented, by the honourable member for Niddrie to
suggest that Coles Myer or Woolworths
shareholders will benefit from the reforms. My
assertion and that of the government is that
everybody will benefit - indeed small business will
benefit more than others. To say these holdings are
lining the pockets of members is a disgusting
imputation on their characters.
MY E. R. Smith - On the same point of order,
Mr Deputy Speaker, on imputations against
members and the words 'lining their pockets',
standing order no. 108 provides:
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! To take the
second point of order first, the honourable member
for Glen Waverley has difficulty with those words. I
did not hear those words. He has asked for them to
be withdrawn. Is the honourable member for
Niddrie prepared to withdraw those words?
Mr HULLS - I withdraw.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! In response to
the honourable member for Bendigo East, again I go
back to the fact that it is my understanding that the
honourable member for Niddrie is attempting to
make an argument about the connection between the
members' register of interests and the share issue in
relation to the Shop Trading Reform Bill and who
will be beneficiaries. At the same time it is correct
that under standing order no. 108 imputations
cannot be cast. I ask the honourable member to take
note of that as he proceeds with the debate. At this
time I do not uphold the point of order.

MY Lupton - Mr Deputy Speaker, on a further
point of order, the honourable member for Niddrie
has made reference to me in particular as being the
first one to have shares in a number of companies.
He indicated that I had a large holding in the
particular - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Knox has the right to raise a
point of order or a further point of order on this
issue, but he must not use this opportunity to
attempt to make a personal explanation about any
position that has been stated in debate. I expect that
there will be an opportunity at a later stage for the
honourable member to refute any argument, but he
must not use this opportunity to make a personal
explanation. Does the honourable member for Knox
wish to proceed with a further point of order?
Mr Lupton - The fact is that the register of
interests indicates the shares in which a person has
an interest. It does not indicate whether the number
of shares is large or small.

No member should use offensive or unbecoming words
in reference to any member of the house and all

imputations of improper motives and all personal
reflections on members shall be deemed disorderly.

Through you, Mr Deputy Speaker, I ask the
honourable member for Niddrie to withdraw the
words 'lining their pockets'.

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member is well aware that that is an
attempt to make a personal explanation. I suggest he
should use an opportunity at a later time in the
debate to refute or argue that point of order. There is
no point of order.
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Mr HULLS - It is important to conclude my
contribution by making it clear that the honourable
member for Portland, the Minister for Youth and
Community Services, has a shareholding in
Woolworths. As a result of this legislation,
Woolworths will be a major beneficiary, as will the
shareholders of Woolworths.
The member for Caulfield also has shareholdings in
Woolworths and the Gandel Retail Trust. Those
companies will also be major beneficiaries, and as a
result shareholders of those companies will be major
beneficiaries.
The member for Carrum also has shareholdings in
David lones, Woolworths and the Gandel group.
Again, those companies will be major beneficiaries
as a result of this proposed legislation.
The member for Wantima has shareholdings in
Woolworths and as a result of this legislation, as we
all know, Woolworths will be a major beneficiary.
As a result the shareholders will be major
beneficiaries.
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Mr Brumby - Mr Deputy Speaker, on a point of
order relating to the debate and the procedures in
this place, as I pointed out in the introduction of my
remarks this afternoon, the opposition and the
government had an agreement that tOnight debate
on the second reading would go to a certain time
and we would then move into committee. We are
now at the stage where we should be in committee.
We have that agreement with the Leader of the
House. I ask the Leader of the House to honour his
word that he gave to the opposition, that we would
move into committee and have the opportunity to
debate the opposition amendments.
Mr KENNETI - Mr Deputy Speaker, on the
point of order, it is often the case with debate in the
house that there are time frames that are set and
agreed upon between parties. That in itself is not a
point of order. I am rising to speak because your
colleague has once again come into cowards' castle,
as you so often do, to slander people in this place in
the most irresponsible way. I am going to point out
in my address - -

Mr Brumby - Mr Deputy Speaker - We also have, sitting up the back there, waiting for
her name to be read out, the honourable member for
Prahran, who also has a number of shares in the
Woolworths company.
These companies will be major beneficiaries of this
Kennett legislation. This-open slather legislation will
have as its major beneficiaries the companies I have
mentioned, and as a result shareholders of those
companies will also be major beneficiaries. In light of
the debate on conflict of interest that is occurring in
Canberra today, it is absolutely incumbent upon
those members I have mentioned who have
shareholdings in companies that will be major
beneficiaries of the Shop Trading Reform Bill to
abstain from being involved in the legislation, to
abstain from voting on the legislation. If they do
vote for the legislation, what they are voting for is an
increase in their profitability as shareholders of these
companies. That indeed is a blatant conflict of
interest and they should therefore abstain from
being involved in a vote on this legislation.

Mr KENNE'IT (Premier) - I support the Shop
Trading Reform Bill because it reflects - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! A member
cannot raise a point of order while another member
is raising a point of order. The Premier has the call
on a point of order.
Mr KENNETf - The point of order raised by the
Leader of the Opposition, like so many other things
he does, is not a point of order and should be ruled
out of order.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! There is no
point of order. If some arrangement has been made
across the chamber between the parties, the Chair
cannot be aware of it unless the Chair is told. Again I
remind the house that the Chair is really in the
hands of the house on those sorts of issues. I suggest
that the Leader of the Opposition should have his
discussion with the Leader of the House if some
arrangement has been made, but again remind the
house that it is outside the realm of the Chair to
invoke that without the necessary compliance of the
Leader of the House or an acting Leader of the
House.

Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNE'IT - You are already over it.

Mr Cole - Mr Deputy Speaker, on a point of
order, I was to speak tonight and I relinquished my
right to speak pursuant to an agreement on both
sides. I was under the impression that you had a list
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of speakers and that you would comply with that
list. If you are now saying that the Premier can swan
in here and just violate all those agreements and
speak whenever he wants to and you have no
control whatsoever over the debate, there is no
method of proper control.
I seek your guidance as to whether there is any
limitation at all on the right of people to speak, even
when agreements have been made. I was supposed
to speak.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I thought I
made it abundantly clear that whatever the
arrangements that might be made between the
leader of opposition business and the Leader of the
House, the Chair is still in the hands of the house.
The Chair needs somebody to get up and move that
the motion be put or to put some question before the
Chair. Until 10.00 p.m., as it happens, of this
particular day, the Chair can continue to hear
speakers as long as they stand in their places, unless
some other arrangement has been made.
Mr Cole interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! There may
have been, but the Chair is not aware of that. Again,
even if the Chair was aware of that, the Chair still
needs action from the floor of the house to put in
place that arrangement. There is no point of order.
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Sunday, the Labor Party seems to take one step
forward and two steps back.

In its approach to this legislation it has done more
than take one step forward and two steps back. It
has totally misread the fact that the community is
making decisions about its opportunities and leisure
time and that there is a need to reflect the changes
that have taken place right around the world. I make
no apology for the fact that the government had a
different position some years ago. Any political
party that cannot change is ultimately doomed to
failure and irrelevance - and we are now seeing
that happen to the Labor Party.
I have been prompted to speak because of the
comments of the member for Niddrie. He is not new
to Parliament. He served at a federal level but failed
to hold his seat even when the fortunes of the Labor
Party were on the rise. He was not relevant to his
community and rarely spoke on their behalf in the
federal Parliament. He has come to this place after a
period as chief-of-staff to the Leader of the
Opposition. The member for Niddrie has long been
out of touch with the aspirations of average
Australians. While chief-of-staff to the Leader of the
Opposition he entered into a campaign with
Mr David White, a former member for Doutta Galla
in the other place, to vilify individual members of
the government.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr Gude - On the point of order, when the
Leader of the Opposition made his point I think it is
fair to say he may not have been aware of the
discussion that had taken place across the table
between his colleague on his left and me. The
discussion was about the fact that because there had
been a number of interjections the debate had
dragged on. I indicated to the honourable member
opposite that if necessary I would be prepared to
extend the debate for 30 minutes to deal with this
issue. In the course of conversation across the table
that may have been resolved.
Mr KENNETT - As I was saying, I support the
legislation and to reject the hypocrisy of the member
for Niddrie. In one sense the legislation reflects
changing attitudes in our society and the
opportunities and challenges that exist for the vast
majority. It is not unusual that on this issue the
Labor Party should again be seeking to hold back
the tide of change. The opposition has no
imagination; it cannot in any way adopt a leadership
position. As the Leader of the Opposition said on

Mr KENNETI - He says he has us worried. In
what way do you have us worried? You would have
to be one of the most unattractive members to come
to this place. The member for Niddrie, with his
comments tonight, has once again - -

Mr Haermeyer - On a point of order, Mr Deputy
Speaker, the Premier has been on his feet for just
under 7 minutes. The bill relates to shop trading
hours, but in the time he has been on his feet the
Premier has not referred in any way to shop trading
hours. He has been totally preoccupied with his
view of the member for Niddrie. Mr Deputy
Speaker, I ask you to call him back to the bill.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Yan Yean raises a point of
order about the Premier's comments not being
relevant to the debate even though he has been on
his feet for several minutes. I suggest to the
honourable member that the Premier has been on his
feet for about 2 minutes. The rest of the time has
been taken up with a variety of points of order in an
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attempt to settle an arrangement that has been made
across the table. The honourable member is
premature in raising the issue of relevance. I do not
uphold the point of order. The Premier will be heard
provided his comments are relevant to the bill.
Mr KENNETI - The contribution of the
honourable member for Niddrie was illogical even
by his definition. That should not surprise us. As we
have seen, he is more concerned with personality
than with policy, and he is more concerned about
the past than about the future. When we have been
altering stamp duty or considering other issues in
which we could all be said to have had a pecuniary
interest, I have not heard the member for Niddrie
once express any concern.
Mr Brumby interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I draw the
attention of the Leader of the Opposition to the
standing order that relates to interjections and
debate across the chamber. I ask him to take note of
that and to allow the Premier to continue with some
reasonable order in the house.
Mr KENNETI - I do not remember any member
on the other side of the house who might have had
only a small parcel of rural land expressing a
personal interest or a conflict of interest when
something being discussed in this place has affected
the agricultural industry of this state, even though
there are members on the other side as well as on
this side who have small or large parcels of
agricultural land. The nakedly hypocritical
comments of opposition members on this issue will
again fall on deaf ears because the Labor Party will
be seen for what it is. It is a political party so out of
touch that it seeks to do only one thing - to
denigrate individuals rather than challenging policy.

This legislation is about the debating of ideas in our
society. It represents the opening up of opportunities
and the provision of choices for anyone who wants
to accept them. That does not include those on the
other side. Their opposition to this legislation is like
their opposition to casinos. There are seven million
visitors a year to the casino, but the opposition is
against it. People will vote with their feet on shop
trading hours and the opposition will be seen to be
wrong again. Until the Labor Party comes to the
realisation that it has to address both today and
tomorrow, it will continue to fail.
The member for Niddrie, not the poor old Leader of
the Opposition, and Mr David White must accept
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responsibility for the Labor Party failing to increase
its vote at the last election. Their policies of personal
vilification drove Labor to a position worse than the
one it was in before the election. The Leader of the
Opposition had no say. He is a puppet; he is a
has-been; he is gone. The member for Northcote is
the brightest man on the opposition side of the
house but he will be gone too because in the last few
months the Labor Party has stacked his branches
with 1600 members of the Philippine community in
order to roll him. As the Leader of the Opposition
said on the weekend, members of the Labor Party
are all about white-anting each other and
white-anting the community.
Mr Hulls interjected.

Mr KENNETI - Tell us how you went in your
federal seat. The poor old member for Niddrie! With
him it's all personal. I challenge him to tell us about
one policy issue he has raised since he came here. He
has raised not one. The member for Niddrie and the
Leader of the Opposition stand for the modem
Victorian Labor Party. They are retreads who were
rejected by Canberra and rejected by the Victorian
public at the last election because they could not
make any distinction between personalities and
policies. I welcome their contributions because the
public will continue to see them for what they are.
On the other hand, my colleagues and I will
continue to introduce legislation which is not only
relevant but also exciting and which gives people
challenges and choices as to what they do with their
lives.
I don't know many people of the young community,
young Victorians, who oppose this legislation. I
don't know many working mothers who oppose this
legislation. In fact, increasingly, with more women
working, and with children involved in a whole
range of activities, you will find that members of the
public will vote with their feet to provide themselves
with the opportunity that this legislation offers.
The opposition - in its opposition to this legislation,
the comments of the retreads on the other side, and
the irrelevance of the Labor Party - is just another
stark example of the great divide between the
government and the opposition. You have a party in
opposition, Mr Deputy Speaker, that is all about the
past. You have in the government, Mr Deputy
Speaker, a party that is about the future and is about
legislation that will accelerate opportunity and
growth. Importantly, Mr Deputy Speaker, it will
accelerate employment opportunities, but of course
the opposition is opposed to it.
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Let the member for Niddrie and the Leader of the
Opposition continue to attack personalities in this
place and outside; let the Leader of the
Opposition - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - Let the Leader of the
Opposition and the member for Niddrie continue to
illustrate - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! A bit of
frivolity is quite good, but we have gone over the
top.
Mr KENNETI - Mr Deputy Speaker, it is a
fortunate thing this Parliament is not televised
because if it were, the illustration of irresponsibility
by the Leader of the OppOSition would stand - Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNETI - Listen to him, Mr Deputy
Speaker. I don't know what he had for dinner. I
don't know whether he is under pressure.

Let me conclude where I started: we support this
legislation. We honestly believe that the vast
majority of Victorians will, and you will be able to
measure the success or failure of this legislation as
you move around the suburbs in the weeks to come
and men, women and children vote with their feet to
shop on Saturdays and Sundays, regardless of your
failure to understand the importance - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Chair has
had enough. I will call Mr Speaker back and I will
give him the names - and I have started ticking
them off. I have had enough. If we cannot proceed
with some semblance of sanity and commonsense,
then I will leave the Chair.

Mr KENNETf - Mr Deputy Speaker, I conclude
by saying that this legislation is a reflection of
changes in our society. It is a reflection of the future.
It is not swprising that it was introduced by this side
of the house, and it is not swprising that it is being
rejected by that side of the house. The Labor Party
condemns itself by failing to be relevant in anything
else but the white-anting and the lack of confidence
it has in its leadership, and its lack of policies.
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I commend this bill to the house.
Mr COLE (Melbourne) - The Premier, as usual,
makes a heavy-hearted plea. It always astounds me
that he talks about shop trading hours as if it has
some great impact upon new world order. But that
is his nature. If we were talking about moving one
toilet from one pOSition to another, it would have an
historical impact. But there we are!
I went to my local milk bar at 6.30 p.m. tonight with
my two sons. I have been going to that milk bar for
eight years. The people who work there are
Lebanese; they work seven days a week, and they
work for long hours. They are good people. They
said to me, 'What are you doing?'. I said, 'I'm going
back to debate shop trading hours'. I was not
expecting to be up on my feet speaking, I must say,
but you did me the favour of going berserk on the
conflict of interest issue.
They then said to me, 'Is there any hope?', and I
replied, 'With this government, there is no hope.
You can debate against them until you are blue in
the face, but it ain't going to change them'.
And the simple unequivocal fact is: your tide of
change, such as it is, will significantly affect their
business. In fact, it will probably put them out of
business. The people that it benefits, whether you
like it or not, are the big boys, the big businesses the Gandels, the Myers, and the Coles. They will be
the great beneficiaries of this substantial tide of
change, this historic movement. It is a movement
that I would have thought a party that allegedly
supports family and small business would not move
at this particular time when things are so tough for
small businesses. But that is not the case. For some
reason, out of the blue, contrary to agreement, and
contrary to what was stated about the City of
Melbourne and the 24-hour trading tourist
agreement, the government decided to move on
shop trading hours - no consultation, no discussion.
The result is that all those small businesses will be
significantly affected. When you look back,
Mr Premier, at your tide of change and your history,
be it known that those small people were
Significantly hurt by you. So don't come in here and
be proud of it! Because it is a mug act, so don't be
proud of it!

An Honourable Member - Just relax!
Mr COLE - It's all right; I'll settle down.
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It is interesting, Mr Deputy Speaker, that it is all
right for the Premier to come in here and carry on
like a galah, but anybody else who gets up and
speaks with a bit of passion somehow has to stop it.
Of course the member for Swan Hill never bothers to
defend his position on this issue. He never bothers to
come in here - -
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But he is not particularly good at listening - that is
one of his problems. He goes around convinced that
everything he is doing is right for this state. He will
not brook criticism, he will not accept proper debate,
and he will not listen to the people who are being
hurt most while a lot of other people with beneficial
interests are gaining enormous amounts out of this
government.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr COLE - And I will not get into the parakeets
over there from Bulleen - An Honourable Member - The corellas!

Mr COLE - The corellas. The fact is that the
Premier comes in here and speaks passionately
about the tide of change and the historic movement
forward, as people are being destroyed, as small
businesses are being put out of business, so don't
make grandiose statements and laugh about what
you are doing to people, because it is doing that to
people, Mr Premier, and you should be aware of it!
And I do sincerely hope that when you go down the
path of 24-hour trading you remember the people
you will be hurting - and there are a lot of people
out there who are going to hurt.
I raise the issue of the beneficial interests, the
shareholdings, raised by the member for Niddrie. It
is not unusual for them on that side of the house to
accuse people on this side of the house of being
guilty - in fact, of being criminals. It is not unusual;
it is a catchcry over what were just policy decisions.
But oh no, you did that.

Mr Kennett interjected.
Mr COLE - There is nothing that the Premier
has not said about people on this side of the house,
whether it be by bodgied-up commercials or
whatever. Yet when the member for Niddrie gets up
and says, 'Look at all these people with a beneficial
interest in those companies that are most likely' - I
would say certainly - 'to benefit from this change',
he cries crocodile tears on behalf of them.
We ask the question: why? We know there are a lot
of capricious actions with the now world-famous
Hudson Conway group and the Liberal Party
Treasurer - the shareholdings and the preferential
deals and treatment given to him with licensing
prOvisions. We have seen all that.

So when we raise it against you in Parliament, the
Premier, as usual, gets terribly, terribly defensive.

It is not unusual for it to be said that the government
is good for business, providing it is big business! If it
is small business, forget it; you are in big trouble! It
seems on balance that big business has done very
well, but under this government small business,
particularly in my electorate, has done extremely
badly. The shift in consumer demand will damage
small business, if it has not done so already. There
have been substantial shifts away from consumption
towards poker machines and the casino, which has
been devastating for small business. TIlls will be the
final nail in the coffin. It is indisputable that this is
happening, but there is no regard for this sector
whatsoever.
Small business in the city is suffering. An agreement
was reached that 24-hour shop trading would be put
in place for the central business district only. That
was said in Parliament, but that promise has been
broken. I shall go through other promises made to
shop traders: they were promised land tax relief but
it was increased in the city; they were promised that
something would be done about the Queen Victoria
site,-but nothing has happened; and in addition to
the loss of the exclusivity of 24-hour shop trading
hours the city has suffered a vast movement of
business to Southbank with the pull of Crown
Casino, particularly with the addition of a hotel. The
shop traders in the city are suffering badly under the
government, but no regard is paid to them.
A friend of mine telephoned the office of the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology and
made the valid point that if we know the status quo
for shop trading hours will not hurt people but
changing them will, why do we have to change
them? Why are we going through this substantial
shift? Perhaps it is to provide extra shopping time
for consumers, but I doubt it. I believe the main
reason is to support the Gandels, Coles and the
Myers of the world. It is a tragedy, which is not
surprising under the government because it is keen
to increase the profits of the big companies. It is keen
to look after its mates. We have seen that time and
again.
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Another important example is the Queen Victoria
Market, which is in my electorate and which was
badly affected when 24-hour trading was introduced
in the city. TIlls legislation will probably destroy the
Queen Victoria Market as we know it. It attracts
most of the tourists visiting Melbourne, but this
legislation basically says that we do not want the
Queen Victoria Market to exist in its current form
any more.
I am glad the honourable member for Niddrie raised
some points that got up the nose of the Premier. It is
about time someone did, because the arrogance of
the government and the Premier is no better typified
than the damage wrought upon small business.
Maybe they will be the Lebanese who own milk bars
in Flemington, who the Premier obviously does not
give a damn about because they are not the Gandels,
the Coles or the Myers and none of the members of
the coalition have shareholdings in their businesses,
but these people will be hurt by the legislation. The
Premier and the government do not give a damn
about them because they are too busy looking after
people who do not need to be looked after, which is
bad for Victoria.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I thank all
honourable members who made a contribution to
the debate. At the outset I acknowledge, as did the
lead speaker for the opposition, that there was
agreement between the parties, which was not
always evident, that there would be shorter speeches
to allow as many contributions as possible from both
sides of the house. Indeed, there was a further
understanding regarding the extension of the debate.

I shall not recite the differences that exist between
both sides other than to encapsulate them in a
general sense. It seems the fundamental tenet of the
opposition is the claim that there was an election
mandate for shop trading hours to be extended to
the first Sunday of each month and three Sundays in
December, but that could not be further from the
truth. The government went into the election with a
clear commitment to undertake a review of shop
trading hours and bring about reform consistent
with the review. The Minister for Industry, Science
and Technology has done a first-rate job of
undertaking that review, and that is now reflected in
the legislation.
The reforms give effect to the urgings of small
business for government to get out of its way. Many
times I have heard members from both sides plead
for government to get out of the way of business to
allow it to do the things it does well- that is, trade,

Tuesday, 15 October 1996

profit and create jobs and wealth for our community.
The reforms reflect the government's commitment to
competition. I know that is anathema to the other
side, but the government and indeed most
Australians - not just Victorians - feel
passionately about the value of competition. They
know they get better service, better products, better
diversity of products and cheaper prices as a result.
Unrestricted shopping hours should increase
employment in the retail sector. The structure and
nature of employment in our community has
changed, particularly over the past decade, with a
substantial increase in the number of people taking
advantage of part-time employment during the
variety of hours available. It has come about as the
consequence of the changed structure of the
traditional family. The new regime presents a
challenge for small business to identify niche
opening hours to allow the balancing of family
commitments with commercial judgments. I thank
honourable members for their contributions.
Mr Brumby - On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I
raise standing order 2 which states:
No member shall be entitled to vote in the house, in
committee of the whole, or in a select .committee upon
any question in which he has a direct pecuniary
interest, and the vote of any member so interested shall
be disallowed.

I raise this matter because in the debate tonight the
honourable member for Niddrie and following the
Premier obviously discussed the pecuniary interests
of members of the house. On the basis of the register
of members' interests the honourable member for
Niddrie named a number of members who are about
to vote on the legislation and who have
shareholdings in companies which, on the basis of
public comment and expert commentary in the
media, stand to benefit as a result of the legislation.
An article on small business in the Australian
Financial Review of 2S June 1996 states, under the
heading 'Strip centres hit by longer trading hours':
Government policy which allows the free market to
determine trading hours hands market share to large
retailers at the expense of small businesses.

I have many other articles with me. Because this
legislation allows seven-day-a-week, 24-hour-a-day
open slather it is clear that it will divert market share
from small to large businesses. In turn, we are
entitled to ask which of those large businesses are
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likely to be the beneficiaries. On the basis of public
comment, they are companies like Coles-Myer,
Woolworths and those who own the regional
shopping centres, the Gandel Group and Westfield.

shop trading - with freedom of choice for shopper
and trader - will somehow benefit the large
retailers. The Leader of the Opposition has given no
evidence that that necessarily will be the case.

I raise the issue with you, Mr Deputy Speaker,
because there may be members on both sides of the
house who have interests in some of those
companies which, it could be argued, could affect
their financial interests and therefore their capacity
to vote on the measure. I realise these matters do not
often arise. The Premier mentioned tonight that in
some areas all members are affected. They are.

As the member for Bendigo East I can advise the
house that the first shop of Sidney Myer, a migrant
from Eastern Europe who came to Bendigo a long
time ago, was in Pall Mall, Bendigo. He brought
with him a freedom to trade, a freedom to expose
new ideas and the right to sell door to door. He built
up the Myer empire that today is Coles-Myer. He
was a small businessman with a right to trade and
with a right to freedom of choice.

What makes this issue somewhat different is that a
small number of members have shareholdings. I
think it can reasonably and tenably be argued that
there is an interest in shareholdings in major
retailers, particularly those mentioned by the
honourable member for Niddrie. Therefore, the
question arises: regardless of whether you,
Mr Deputy Speaker, rule on the matter or whether
members make their own judgments about their
qualifications to vote, should they be permitted to
do so?
Mrs Tehan - On the point of order, Mr Deputy
Speaker, the basis of the opposition's so-called
pecuniary interest argument rests on its assumption
that the deregulation of trading hours will bring an
assumed automatic advantage to large traders or
other large public companies. It is that assumption
or assertion only that forms the basis upon which
pecuniary interest is being argued. It is not about
those who have interests in large companies. The
argument rests on the acceptance of the proposal
that automatic deregulation of trading hours implies
a benefit to large traders or to large corporations.
Apart from the two or three references to media
comment by opposition speakers, there is no basis
whatsoever for making that assumption. There is no
legal, logical or even commonsense argument that
bridges the deregulation of trading hours to an
advantage or benefit to large corporations. That is
the basis of the argument in the opposition's point of
order. Until this house can be convinced of the
logical or factual basis upon which that assumption
is made, there can be no point of order, and I ask
you to rule accordingly.
Mr John - On the point of order, Mr Deputy
Speaker, I support the point made by the Minister
for Conservation and Land Management. The
opposition's argument is based on the assumption
that the passing of 24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week

The Leader of the Opposition is not very interested
in my comments. He is showing me his rear end. I
find his rear end more attractive than his front end!
The reality is that there are plenty of small
businesses in all electorates that will benefit from
open trading.
We are not about forcing people to open; we are
about freedom of choice as to when they open and
trade. That is the important point and the Labor
Party's stultified policy has failed to recognise that.
Its backward-looking view is irrelevant in today's
Australia. I point out that in Bendigo East, the
electorate I represent, freedom to trade is very
important.

Mr Haermeyer - On the point of order,
Mr Deputy Speaker, I find the argument from the
other side rather curious. The argument is that
somehow the bill before the house does not benefit
the large retailers in which some honourable
members have shares. I have to say to you,
Mr Deputy Speaker, that I find that a rather specious
argument.
The DEPUIY SPEAKER - Order! The point of
order before the house, which was raised by the
Leader of the Opposition, was about potential voting
opportunities. It is not an opportunity to wage a full
debate on the merits of shop trading. It is a very
narrow argument on the voting aspects of this
legislation.

Mr Haermeyer - I understand your point,
Mr Deputy Speaker. I assure you that I will stick a
lot closer to the point of order than the two speakers
from the other side did. The argument that
somehow there is no potential conflict of interest
because it cannot be shown that the companies
involved will not benefit from this legislation, I find,
rather curious. Small businesses in this state have
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virtually a free rein in terms of when they will open.
Let us be clear what this bill is about.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I again
remind the honourable member that it is a very
narrow question dealing with the voting aspects of
the legislation. It is not an opportunity to debate the
merits of the legislation.
Mr Haermeyer - I think it is important in terms
of determining whether people should disqualify
themselves from voting on this matter because there
is a potential for a conflict of interest. The legislation
being considered by the house gives large retailers
the option to open on Sundays. They do not have
that option at the moment. They are the only
beneficiaries of the legislation. I do not see them
opposing it. I ask you, Mr Deputy Speaker, to
uphold the point of order of the Leader of the
Opposition.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of
the Opposition was right when he said that on
occasions matters that do not have much cause for
precedent or reflection arise during debate in the
house.

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! This is the
Old Testament. We are moving to the New
Testament. It is a very interesting question. It is
summed up best at page 354 of the 21st edition of
May. This is the New Testament, which states:

That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of
the motion.

House divided on omission (members in favour
vote no):
Ayes,52
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr W.D.
McLellan, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton,Mr
Pescott,Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Savage,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr LW.
Spry,Mr
Steggall, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs

Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Brown,Mr
Burke, Ms(Teller)
Clark,Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean, Or
Dixon,Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Elliott,Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Jasper,Mr
Jenkins,Mr
John,Mr
Kennett,Mr
Kilgour, Mr
Lean,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall, Ms (Teller)

Noes,23
No member who has a direct pecuniary interest in a
question is allowed to vote upon it; but, in order to
operate as a disqualification, this interest must be
immediate and personal, and not merely of a general or
remote character. On 17 July 1811 the rule was
explained thus by Mr Speaker Abbot ...

This is the Old Testament:
This interest must be a direct pecuniary interest, and
separately belonging to the persons whose votes were
questioned, and not in common with the rest of his
Majesty's subjects, or on a matter of state policy. 'State
policy' may be equated with 'public policy' and is not
confined to public bills introduced by the government,
but is also the subject-matter of private members' bills.

That clearly demonstrates where the responsibilities
lie, and I will therefore proceed to put the question.
The question is:

Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Bracks,Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron, Mr (Teller)
Campbell,Ms
Carli,Mr
Cole,Mr
Dollis,Mr
Gillett, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton, Mr

Hulls,Mr
Langdon,Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim,Mr
Loney,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs (Teller)
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Sheehan,Mr
Thwaites, Mr

~endEnentnegatived.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! As the
required statement of intention has been made
pursuant to section 85(5)(c) of the Constitution Act
1975, I am of the opinion that the second reading of
this bill requires to be passed by an absolute
majority.
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House divided on motion:
Ayes, 52
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley, Mr
Brown,Mr
Burke,Ms
Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper, Mr
Dean, Or
Dixon,Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John,Mr
Kennett, Mr
Kilgour, Mr
Lean, Mr (Teller)
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms

McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr W. D.
McLellan,Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin,Mr
Perton,Mr
Pescott,Mr
Peulich,Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A. F.
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Savage,Mr
Shardey, Mrs (Teller)
Smith, Mr E. R.
Smith,Mrl. W.
Spry,Mr
Steggall, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs

Noes, 23
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker, Mr
Bracks, Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron, Mr (Teller)
Campbell, Ms
Carli,Mr
Cole,Mr
Dollis, Mr
Gillett,Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton, Mr

Hulls,Mr
Langdon,Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim, Mr (Teller)
Loney,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Seitz,Mr
Sheehan,Mr
Thwaites, Mr

Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read second time.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The time
appointed under sessional orders for me to interrupt
the business of the house has now arrived.
Sitting continued on motion of Mr GUDE
(Minister for Education).
Committed.
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Oausel
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - Oause 1 sets
out the purpose of the legislation:
The purpose of this Act is to provide for the
management of shop trading in Victoria.

I use this opportunity to make some brief comments
about the management of shop trading in Victoria. I
went to the trouble of contacting shopkeepers in two
discrete areas of my electorate to find out their views
on the proposals that were put forward. The
shopkeepers came back with a resounding and
unambiguous opinion on the Shop Trading Reform
Bill. The traders in Thomastown that I surveyed
were in High Street and in the Bonwick Street
shopping centre in Fawkner, another part of my
electorate. Those small local shopping centres are
supported enthusiastically by their local
communities. They are made up of small businesses,
by and large they are run by families, and the people
who own the businesses also operate them. Each and
every person who contacted my office by this
morning indicated that he or she had a range of
concerns.
Initially I refer to the hours. The most striking thing
in the responses that came through was the rejection
of having to trade on Sundays. When asked if they
would be extending their trading hours to open on
Sundays beyond those that are currently available to
them, the answer was an emphatic no. Strong and
overriding concern was expressed on the impact that
it would on their families - that the family lives of
the owners and operators of the small businesses,
not only the principals but other members of their
families who are engaged in running the businesses,
would deteriorate dramatically. The very nature of
small business means that the family members that is, the parents, the children and other members
of the extended family - work directly in the
business. They would have to forgo part of their
family time if they were to trade on the additional
Sundays that are to be made available courtesy of
the bill.
People have commented that this would lead to
family breakdowns and additional stress on
individual members; that it would not be fair; and
that people's recreational and family contact would
effectively be denied. Shopkeepers also expressed
their concern about the impact on costs given the
extra working hours that would be required of them.
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The competitive impact of the large, regional
shopping centres on trade would be such that local
shopkeepers' overheads would increase
significantly. Some were concerned that they would
no longer be able to maintain the staffing levels of
people outside the family unit who are engaged in
working for the businesses.
A range of responses came forward, and as I said,
they were unanimous. They do not want the change
and they think it would be disastrous. I owe a duty
to the small traders in High Street, Thomastown,
and Bonwick Street, Fawkner, to bring their views
before Parliament. Many of these people may not be
supporters of or vote for the Labor Party. In fact, a
couple of them indicated that they were or had been
Liberal voters and in the circumstances were not
prepared to continue their support for the Liberal
Party.
As a member of Parliament I have sought the views
of the local shopkeepers and traders, and in the
circumstances it is important that Parliament be
informed of the response of the small local traders.
They say no to 24 hours a day, seven days a week
trading. They want this Parliament to reject it. I use
this opportunity in the committee stage to convey
their views to Parliament.
Mr JOHN (Bendigo East) - The Shop Trading
Reform Bill is about freedom of choice: freedom to
trade; freedom to choose when you open; and the
freedom of the consumer to be able to choose
shopping hours. We all know that the existing
system is hopeless, but, more importantly, the
government has given the lead with very sound
legislation. I quote from the Bendigo Advertiser of
Saturday, 14 September 1996:
Sunday trading is now inevitable. Since the state
government announced the deregulation of shop
trading hours, the reaction has been predictable. But
this is not the end of civilisation as we know it, as some
would claim. Sunday trading is not anti-small business;
Sunday trading is not anti-family; Sunday trading is
not anti-religiOUS. The truth is quite the contrary.

Safeguards are built into the bill with the poll
provisions. The existing situation is full of
anomalies. In fact, the stable door has been left open
and the horse has bolted. It is now time that we got
some commonsense into shop trading hours.
The government has shown great leadership.
Bendigo, which I represent, has leapt ahead in the
past four years, with a wonderful marketplace

development worth more than $25 million,
improved schools and better health care. The shop
trading moves today are part of our tourism
strategy, which depends on shop trading reform.
Bendigo has also received a 20 per cent reduction in
rates and its growth is enormous. We must not
throw this momentum down the drain. We must not
return to the dark ages of closed shops. With those
few comments, I commend the bill to the house.

Oause agreed to.
Oause3
Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - I move:
1.

Clause 3, page 3, lines 13 to 17, omit all words and
expressions on these lines and insert -

11, ordinary shop closing times" means all times
on(a) New Year's Day;
(b) 26 January (Australia Day);

(c) Good Friday;
(d) Easter Sunday;
(e)

25 April (Anzac Day);

(f)

the first Tuesday in November <Melbourne Cup
Day) but only in metropolitan municipal
districts;

(g) Christmas Day;
(h)

The day after Christmas Day (Boxing Day);

(i)

Gee10ng Cup Day but only in the City of Greater
Geelong;'.

The intention of the amendment is to expand the
number of days on which ordinary shop closing
times must apply. Under the legislation any shop
would be compelled to close only two and a half
days a year. Consequently, both small businesses
and employees of small businesses have only two
and a half days on which they can have the
entitlement that others in the work force normally
have.
The opposition is moving that that entitlement
should be extended to cover a range of other days,
including New Year's Day, Australia Day, Easter
Sunday, Melbourne Cup Day in the metropolitan
area, Boxing Day and Geelong Cup Day in Geelong.
There are specific reasons for doing that. In Geelong
it has been a gazetted day for some years in lieu of
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Melbourne Cup Day. That clears up any doubts
about that in the City of Greater Geelong.
We are attempting to keep for employees what they
are currently entitled to. The 8 days listed would be
even fewer than the entitlement under the fairly
draconian provisions of the Employee Relations Act,
which allows for 10 plus 1 public holidays. The
amendment would bring Victoria into line with the
standard that prevails in other states, particularly
New South Wales. People rurming small businesses
in this state would be assured of having some days
on which they could enjoy holidays with their
families. The days referred to are recognised as
family holidays which the legislation does not give
those people as of right - and we believe it should.
The amendment also ensures that employees will
hold the conditions in their awards and will not be
forced to work under threat of losing their jobs. We
believe the amendment would be an important
inclusion in the act, and we seek the government's
support for it.
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill) - The amendment
conflicts completely with the spirit of the provision,
which has been designed to look after Christmas
Day, Good Friday and Anzac Day up to 1.00 p.m.
The extensions sought by the opposition are not
acceptable to the government. They are way out of
line with the spirit of the bill.
Committee divided on omission (members in
favour vote no):

Ayes, 50
Andrighetto, Mr (Teller)
Ashley,Mr
Brown,Mr
Burke, Ms
Clark,Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean, Or
Dixon,Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Jasper,Mr
Jenkins,Mr
John,Mr
Kennett,Mr
Kilgour, Mr

McCall, Ms (Teller)
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr W.O.
McLellan, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin,Mr
Perton,Mr
Pescott,Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Savage,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr ER
Smith, Mr l.w.
Spry,Mr
Steggall, Mr
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Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr

Lean,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr

Noes, 23
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Bracks, Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron,Mr
CampbeU,Ms
Carli,Mr
Cole,Mr
DoUis,Mr
Gillett, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton, Mr

Hulls,Mr
Langdon,Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim, Mr (Teller)
Loney,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs (Teller)
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Seitz,Mr
Sheehan,Mr
Thwaites, Mr

Amendment negatived.
Clause agreed to; clauses 4 and 5 agreed to.
Qause6
Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - I move:
2.

Clause 6, line 30, omit paragraph (b) and insert I/(b)

at all times on a specified Sunday or Sundays;

or
(c)

between specified hours on all Sundays; or

(d) between specified hours on a specified Sunday
or Sundays.".

Essentially what is being done here is what the
government has always said it intends doing - that
is, prOviding some choice.
What the government is doing with the poll that
may be conducted is to give people no choice - or
at least the choice they have been given may well be
described as Buckley's choice or Hobson's choice. It
is an all-or-nothing choice: you can have either the
whole thing or effectively nothing at all.
The effect of the opposition's amendment would be
to provide people in those areas with the choice of
having what the government promised them: a
maximum of 15 days per year. The intention is to
allow government members to vote for the promise
they made their electorates and to allow
communities to have the sorts of choices that they
may well be seeking, by giving them a poll or
referendum, that is a real choice, not the pseudo
choice that they have been given under the current
drafting of the legislation.
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If the government is arguing that it is important that
people have choice, it is very difficult for it to argue
that that choice should not be extended to cover a
range of options. That is what this amendment does.

Amendment negatived. Oause agreed to; clauses 7
to 12 agreed to.

Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill) - The government
rejects the amendment moved by the honourable
member for Geelong North. The choices in the
legislation are to open at all times on all Sundays or
between specified hours on all Sundays. It provides
a deliberate and narrow choice, which is
understandable; it will not reinvent the confusion
the honourable member's amendment would tend to
if it were accepted. The government stands by the
bill as presented.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Richardson) Order! I now invite the honourable member to
address amendment no. 5 to clause 13, page 14.

Oause13

Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - We understand
this amendment to be consequent upon amendment
2, Mr Chairman, so I will not proceed with it.

Oause agreed to; clause 14 agreed to.
New clause A

The ACllNG CHAIRMAN (Mr Richardson) Order! The question is that the words proposed to be
omitted stand part of the bill. Before putting that
question, I advise the committee that should this
amendment fail, opposition amendments 3, 8, 9, 11
and 12 will also fail, since they are consequential on
the passage of this amendment.
However, for the information of the honourable
member for Geelong North, I indicate that
opposition amendment 4 would not fail if this
particular amendment does. So I put the question
that the words proposed to be omitted stand part of
the bill.
~endEnentnegatived.

Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - I move:
4.

Clause 6, page 7, lines 18 to 22, omit sub-clause (4).

This is a simple amendment. It removes the whole
subclause, which is the sunset provision that applies
to the poll and limits it so that it sunsets in 10 years.
The opposition is of the belief that, with the other
requirements in the bill, there is no reason to have
the sunset prOvision there. The government has
already made it difficult enough for people to
continue with the poll, without also including the
sunset provision. Therefore we would suggest it is
unnecessary and should come out.
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill) - The principle of
this legislation is to introduce deregulated trading
throughout Victoria. When a community wishes to
have and has a successful poll which changes that,
the desire of the legislation is that that would be
retested every three years, as set out. We reject the
amendment moved by the honourable member.

Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - I move:
6. Insert the following new clause to follow clause 7"A. Employees cannot be required to work on
weekend after 5:00 pm Saturday

Despite any provision to the contrary made by or
under any Act or by any contract of employment
or other agreement or arrangement relating to
employment or by any employment agreement
within the meaning of the Employee Relations Act
1992, an employer within the meaning of that Act
cannot require an employee within the meaning of
that Act to work at any time between the hours of
5:00 pm and midnight on a Saturday or at any time
on a Sunday.".

The opposition believes this amendment should be
included in the bill if for no other reason than to
have consistency in the way people are treated. The
legislation provides that owners of businesses
cannot be forced to open on any of the prescribed
days should they not wish to do so and that they
should have some choice as to whether they open.
The government has been clear in saying that it
wishes to provide choice for small business
operators, particularly in large shopping centres,
and that they cannot be forced to open against their
wishes. However, the legislation does not give the
same comfort to employees should they not wish to
work. The opposition believes it is a basic right of
employees to choose whether they work on the
prescribed days, just as it is a right of the people
who own the business to decide whether to open. If
choice is to be applied to one sector it should be
applied to the other sector of the retail community
that has an intense interest in the legislation - that
is, the employees.
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If the government does not adopt this new clause it
will show a disregard and contempt for the rights
and choice of employees working in the retail sector.
As the legislation stands they are effectively being
denied choice. We strongly believe any choice that
exists for the employer in the legislation should also
apply to employees in that sector.
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Kilgour, Mr
Lean,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms

Steggall, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr

New clause negatived.
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill) - It is not intended
that the legislation should interfere with
employment relationships. There are Significant
protections and balances in the Employee Relations
Act 1992 to satisfy the legitimate interests of
employees and employers. These matters have been
resolved in amicable terms in the workplace
agreements which have already been reached
between the interested parties - unions and
employers.

The CHAIRMAN - Order! Before proceeding, I
inform the committee that I am advised that the
observation of the honourable member for Geelong
North about opposition amendment No. 5 being
consequential upon the passage of opposition
amendment No. 2 was correct.
Schedule 1 agreed to.
Schedule 2

Committee divided on new clause:
Ayes, 23
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Bracks, Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron, Mr (Teller)
Campbell,Ms
Carli,Mr
Cole,Mr
Dollis.Mr
Gillett, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton. Mr

Hulls,Mr
Langdon,Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim,Mr
Loney,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr (Teller)
Seitz, Mr
Sheehan,Mr
Thwaites, Mr

Noes, 51
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Brown,Mr
Burke, Ms
Clark,Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean,Dr
Dixon,Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Elliott,Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Jasper,Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John,Mr
Kennett,.Mr

McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr W.D.
McLellan, Mr (Teller)
Maclellan, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin,Mr
Perton,Mr
Pescott,Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Savage,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr I.w.
Spry, Mr (Teller)

Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - We believe the
amendments listed as amendments to schedule 2 are
consequent upon clauses already dealt with.
Therefore, I will not proceed with them.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I move:
1.

Schedule 2, page 19, lines 8 to 13, omit "resides within
the municipal district and is enrolled, or is entitled
to enrol, as an elector for the Legislative Council
and the Legislative Assembly and to vote at an
election for the province or district in which the
municipal district, or any part of it, is situated"
and insert "is enrolled on the voters' roll for the
whole of the municipal district of the Council, or a
ward of that municipal district,".

The intention of the amendment is to change the
voting rolls to be used for polls to restrict Sunday
trading from the rolls used for the Legislative
Assembly and the Legislative Council to the voting
rolls used for municipal council elections. This came
about as a consequence of representations from the
Municipal Association of Victoria. The government
is of the opinion that the use of municipal electoral
rolls is the simplest and cheapest option.
Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - Coming as the
amendment has, the opposition has not had time to
consider it. Therefore, it has a number of questions
that require answers. What does it mean? What
effect does it have? Will the government explain the
changes to the voting entitlement as envisaged
under the original legislation and as envisaged by
the amendment?
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Will the amendment give large retail landlords a
vote that they would not have had under the
original legislation? In the case of major shopping
centres, who will get the vote? Will it be the
shopkeepers in the centre or the owner of the
shopping centre? How many votes will there be?
In relation to strip shops, will the amendment mean
that people who run shops in strip shopping centres
but who do not own the shops will not get a vote?
Will it mean that the person who is part of the
community will not necessarily get a vote but that
absentee landlords may get a vote? These important
questions need to be answered.

At this stage we do not quite understand the intent
of the government. I heard what the minister said
about the rolls. It seems to me that the electoral rolls
for the Legislative Assembly and the Legislative
Council would apply to people who are resident in
the community. Given that the aim of the poll is to
reflect the voice of the community, we are not quite
sure why the minister is suggesting that the
provision be extended to allow people who are not
part of the community to vote. It seems to us that
would be the effect of adopting the amendment.
The opposition would like to hear from the
government whether the purpose of the amendment
is to give the vote to people who, it suggests, should
not be voting in communities. The opposition
believes the wording in the original legislation is
preferable to the amendment now moved by the
government.
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill) - I find that a very
strange response. I would have laid London to a
brick on the ALP's introducing a similar amendment
of its own. By using the local government roll, the
amendment brings the measure into line with all
other measures under the Local Government Act. It
includes all residents in the municipality as well as
those who own property in the municipality or their
nominees.
The amendment gives all small businesses a vote.
Under the original proposal, which was based on the
Assembly and Council rolls, some small business
people who might have worked in but not lived in
the community would have been excluded from
participating in the poll.
The MAV told the government that it would be far
better and more equitable for the community to use
the local government roll and that it would be a lot
simpler for the councils involved to use their own
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rolls instead of rolls that would be difficult for them
to operate.
The proposals are being put with the full support of
the Municipal Association of Victoria.
Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - I listened
carefully to what the honourable member for Swan
Hill said, but he still did not clarify the issues I
raised. I believe he said the measure would give
small business people who do not own the premises
from which they operate the opportunity of voting
in a poll. However, the honourable member alluded
to the point, and this is the important issue, that the
landowner or his nominee will have the right to
vote, and it is not certain that the nominee will
necessarily be the person who is operating a
business out of a particular premises.
The honourable member also did not answer the
question regarding large absentee landlords or how
major shopping centres will be divided regarding
the right to vote in a poll. They are important
questions because they affect a range of things, as
the honourable member for Swan Hill is only too
well aware. For example, if the measure is
expanding the roll by a number of absentee
landlords, it will have the consequential effect of
expanding the numbers required for the 10 per cent
to get the poll. The measure is mucking around with
more than one prOvision.
Before the opposition can agree with the measure it
would want satisfactory answers to the questions
raised.
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill) - The committee
must go back to the Local Government Act. The
procedure put in place and the roll from which local
councillors are elected under the Local Government
Act is the roll on which the poll is based.
I should have thought the opposition would drive
this amendment because it includes the small
business people in municipalities and gives them the
opportunity to vote.
It is true that some large business owners who are
the owners of property have the right to vote at
council elections if they do not live in the
municipalities because they register their votes or
have nominees vote on their behalf. Those people
who have the right to vote in local government
elections will have the right to vote in polls. The
original concept did not include the people who did
not live within the boundaries of the municipality. If
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you were an owner of a small business in a strip
shopping centre and lived in another municipality,
you would not have been eligible to vote because
you were not on the appropriate roll. This measure
was adopted following discussions with the
Municipal Association of Victoria and in order to get
rid of any confusion that may have existed from a
different roll being used under the Local
Government Act.
Amendment agreed to; amended schedule agreed
to.
Reported to house with amendment.
Report adopted.

Third reading
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! As there is
not an absolute majority of the members of the
house present, I ask the Clerk to ring the bells.
Bells rung.
Members having assembled in chamber:

on the Asian community by the Prime Minister, John
Howard, through his reluctance to provide
leadership in the latest flare-up of the so-called
immigration debate following the maiden speech of
the federal Independent member for Oxley, Pauline
Hanson.
I do not intend to raise questions concerning her
attack on multiculturalism or immigration,
particularly Asian immigration, nor do I wish to
raise questions about her attack on the indigenous
people of this country. However, I direct the
Premier's attention to her questioning of the level of
immigration to this country.
On numerous occasions the Prime Minister has
made comments to the effect that the federal
member for Oxley has the right to question the level
of immigration. I believe his doing so is a covert way
of saying there is too much immigration to this
country. I have received statistics from the high
commissions of Canada and New Zealand, which
indicate that, based on population, Australia has
taken four times fewer immigrants than
New Zealand, which, with a population of
3.6 million, has taken in 5000 immigrants. Canada
has taken twice the number that Australia has.

Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

LEGAL PRACfICE BILL
Returned from Council with message relating to
amendments.
Ordered to be considered next day.
Remaining business postponed on motion of
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education).

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

I ask the Premier to convey to the Prime Minister in
the strongest possible terms that he must stop this
public hysteria about high immigration because, in
fact, Australia has taken in fewer immigrants than
New Zealand and Canada. If the Premier does not
do that we will be considered a laughing-stock,
particularly in the Asia-Pacific region, because we
will indicate to the world that we are intolerant and
not capable of managing a migration program,
especially when compared with Canada and New
Zealand.

Roads: Melboume-Ballarat signs
Mr JENKINS (Ballarat West) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Tertiary Education and
Training, who is the representative in this house of
the Minister for Roads and Ports, the signs on roads
and freeways from Ballarat to Melbourne and back.
Since the opening of the Western Ring Road there
has been a fair amount of confusion about the signs
from the West Gate Freeway to Ballarat or the
Western Freeway/Highway.

Immigration
Mr LIM (Clayton) - I raise with the Premier in
his capacity as the Minister for Multicultural Affairs
the considerable anxiety, trauma and pain inflicted

I congratulate the engineers of Vicroads on getting
that interchange built, but one matter that has been
overlooked is the inclusion of a sign showing where
Ballarat is, and we cannot have that. There was a
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sign at Grieve Parade that said 'To Western
Highway and Ballarat'. That has been removed and
since the new interchange was opened no new signs
have been erected showing that route. There are
only signs that show 'Western Ring Road Exit'.
I ask that the minister have his team examine the
approaches to that new interchange and ensure that
signs are placed there showing the direction of the
Western Freeway/Highway and the route to
Ballarat. Motorists have been passing through that
section of the road and finishing up in Werribee.
That is a long way from Ballarat, and we cannot
have that.
There is more confusion in that, because the bypass
has gone through Sunshine, the old signs have not
been removed. They show Station Street, I think, as
being the access road to the freeway, when in fact
the new freeway bypass is the best route to travel. I
ask again that consideration be given to placing new
signs along that route because people are seeing the
old signs and getting lost down the old road
network.
The last point of my request is that as quickly as
possible the planned Western Highway connection
route be constructed. That is shown on map 39 of the
Melways directory in dotted form. I note that the
constituents of Ballarat and beyond in the west and
north-west are only too keen to see it finished and I
am sure there will be some happy people in those
areas when that occurs and there is again access to
the area from this very modem road network.

Housing: waiting list
Ms KOSKY (Altona) - I raise with the Minister
for Housing the waiting list for public hOUSing,
which is now at least two years and indefinite in
many regions for those who are not on the priority
housing list. Given that the income level is no longer
the sole determinant for gaining access to public
housing, people on low incomes have actually had
to return to the private rental market.
I refer to the government's own rental report for the
June quarter 1996, which shows that the asking rents
in Melbourne's private rental properties increased
3.2 per cent in that quarter and 8.6 per cent for the
same quarter a year ago. Adjusted for inflation, the
real annual rental growth is 5.4 per cent for the June
quarter.
The availability of private rental properties
decreased considerably in the June quarter. The
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weekly average number of advertisements for rental
dwellings fell 28.5 per cent from the March quarter
and was down 382 per cent for the same quarter a
year ago. The latest vacancy rate in the private rental
market in Melbourne was 1.4 per cent for June.
There is a Significant imbalance between the supply
and demand for private rental accommodation in
Melbourne, and that comes from the government's
own rental report. The balance between supply and
demand of 3 per cent is considered to be an indicator
of that balance.
My office has been inundated with calls from
low-income renters who have been on the public
housing waiting list for years and who either cannot
find appropriate, secure or affordable
accommodation in the private rental market where
they need it, or are in constant fear of eviction. I call
on the minister to outline her government's strategy
to ensure low-income tenants can gain access to
accommodation in the private rental market which is
affordable, appropriate to their needs and which
provides certainty of tenure, not in one or two years,
but now.
Hea1~:breastcancer

Mrs SHARDEY (Caulfield) - I raise an issue for
the attention of the minister representing the
Minister for Health in another place. Yesterday was
Australian Breast Cancer Day. It is very timely that
we should focus on this issue as breast cancer kills
more Australian women than any other cancer. The
incidence of breast cancer is rising at the rate of 2 per
cent per year - in other words, 1 in every 14
Australian women will develop breast cancer.
However, we have found that early detection
through breast screening has in fact led to the
stabilisation of the rate of death due to the disease
and now we are in the happy position that death
rates are not increasing.
The Victorian breast cancer screening program
provides a clinic in Elsternwick, in my electorate.
The target age group for breast cancer screening is
from the ages of 50 to 69 years. Caulfield is an
electorate where the demo graphics show that the
number of people in the age group between 50 and
69 years is higher than for many other electorates.
We are finding that fewer than 50 per cent of the
women in the target age group are presenting for
screening, and the statewide average is 57 per cent.
I ask the minister to say what action he can take to
encourage more women in the target age group to
access the clinic in Elstemwick, and what action the
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government is taking to contribute to research into
this important disease.

District Nursing Service, the Royal Women's
Hospital, Acquired Brain Impairment, and the
Northern Metropolitan Migrant Resource Centre.

Housing Guarantee Fund
Mr SAVAGE (Mildura) - I raise an issue for the
attention of the Minister for Fair Trading. On 27
April 1994, Mr and Mrs Graham Hartwig of
Boomerang Avenue, Cardross, engaged a builder by
the name of Mr Colin Bruce to construct a new
home. In accordance with the Housing Guarantee
Fund (HGF), the prescribed percentage was paid.
Unfortunately, the owners of the house did not
receive the pink copy of the contract. The builder did
not comply with the contract but used pine on the
verandah instead of merbau, a hardwood of some
considerable difference in price.

From the time of occupancy the issue was raised
with the builder but Colin Bruce did not say he
would fix the problem and he never returned to
rectify it. The Hartwigs were unaware of the
six-month process. They approached the Office of
Fair Trading and Business Affairs and were referred
back to the HGF. It advised the Hartwigs to put the
claim in writing and give the builder a reasonable
time to comply. No advice was given on the
six-month limit. When the Hartwigs got a response
from the HGF they were advised it was too late
because of section 14 of the House Contracts
Guarantee Act, which precludes any claim that is
more than six months old being processed.
I ask the minister to inquire into the situation as the
Hartwigs did not receive proper information from
the HGF or from the builder. This has significantly
disadvantaged them. Now they may have to wait up
to seven years for the verandah to fail and claim
under a different perspective. Have fairness and
equity prevailed in the handling of the matter by the
HGF?

Telephone interpreter service: maternal
and child health
Ms CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) - I raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Youth and
Community Services. The charges by the
commonwealth for the telephone interpreter service
are having an impact on Victoria's maternal and
child health services. I have been contacted by the
northern working group on language services,
which represents the Moreland, Hume and
Manningham councils, the
Broadmeadows-Craigiebum Health Service, the
Moreland Community Health Service, the Royal

Their particular concern, which I am raising tonight,
is the impact on maternal and child health of the
inability of women to have access to the telephone
interpreter service as it is currently operating.
Compulsory competitive tendering has resulted in
the Victorian maternal and child health service
changing from what was recognised as world's best
practice under our government to a mishmash of
services under the present system of compulsory
competitive tendering.
I have been contacted also by representatives of the
maternity and child health consumers group, who
are desperately concerned that the service no longer
has universal standards and quality assurance
throughout the state, which they consider to be a
mandatory requirement. That is the responsibility of
the state government.
At the moment access by non-English-speaking
women to the telephone interpreting service through
their maternal and child health centres is costing
some of the people in this community who can least
afford it quite a deal of money. It is imperative that
these families have access and that lack of English
should not be the barrier to access.
I ask the minister to give an assurance that the
department will provide funding for a telephone
interpreting service for non-English-speaking people
and that the assurance will be given quickly.

Kingston: trailer billboards
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - The matter I raise for
the attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports in
the other place concerns the registration of trailers
and the operations that some people are using them
for. I am referring to trailers that are usually carried
behind motor vehicles. Recently my office has
received complaints, as has the Oty of Kingston,
about some individuals who are doing business in
their own homes and setting up registered trailers
with very large signs outside the fronts of their
homes, so they are effectively advertising the
businesses they are operating from their homes.
To quote an example, there is a gentleman who runs
a business from home on the Nepean Highway,
Cheltenham. Provided it does not intrude on
anybody else, of course, nobody has any objection to
that. This gentleman has a trailer sitting in a service
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lane out the front. It is never moved. Previously the
trailer was parked on his block. After a number of
residents complained to me and to the council, the
council took action. Subsequently he has registered
the trailer and put the same 6 foot by 5 foot signs on
the trailer at the front of his property in the service
lane on the roadway.
In my opinion, given where the trailer is located, it
borders on being dangerous. It is a service lane and a
residential area, not an advertising hoarding area. I
ask the minister what, if anything, he can do to
ensure that the City of Kingston can take action
against such individuals. Currently, the city can take
action about any signs on a property. Unfortunately,
when the sign is on a trailer on the road it is outside
the parameters of the City of Kingston. The sign is
detracting from the amenity of the neighbourhood.
People in the area like to live in a residential area.
They do not expect to have huge billboards in front
of their homes. Again, I ask the minister what he can
do to stop this practice. As I said, I have no objection
to the gentleman conducting a business from his
home, but when he has huge advertising hoardings
out the front on the trailer, it is appalling. I would
not like it in my street.
I repeat that a number of residents have complained
to me and council officers have told me that there
are a number of similar examples in the City of
Kingston. I ask the minister to take action.
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without the chief commissioner present.
Commissioner Heffernan, who should be known to
honourable members as a former minister, then
assumed the chair and, with the support of
Commissioner Abbott, referred the matter back to
the council, thereby preventing the council plarming
committee which the commissioners themselves had
set up from taking a vote on this matter. I regard this
as an extremely farcical exercise.
Mr A. F. Plowman - On a point of order,
Mr Deputy Speaker, I believe that the request to the
minister is about town planning rather than a
rezoning application. In that respect the request is
out of order. I do not believe it lies within the
jurisdiction of the minister. If it were a town
planning request it would be - -

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I have heard
enough. I do not uphold the point of order. I ask the
honourable member for Yan Yean to come to the
point of the matter he is raising with the Minister for
Planning and Local Government.
Mr HAERMEYER - This is an abuse of the
council process set up by the commissioners.
Community participation is a charade that is
tolerated so long as community representatives
uphold the position taken by the commissioners. If
not, it is ignored. The commissioners have behaved
like a South American junta. I ask the minister to
examine the behaviour of these commissioners.

Nillumbik: planning approval
Community Services Week
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - I ask the
Minister for Planning and Local Government to
investigate the questionable and controversial
decision of the commissioners of the Shire of
Nillumbik to approve an application from Dallas
Price Homes Pty Ltd, acting on behalf of the Shell
Corporation, to establish a service station, a Hungry
Jack's hamburger outlet, and other shops on the
former Eltham council site, which is commonly
known as the Eltham gateway proposal.
The council referred this matter to its own special
planning committee, which comprised three
community representatives and the commissioners.
The chairman of commissioners of Nillumbik
disqualified himself from voting on this matter, due
to a potential conflict of interest.
However, after three of the community members on
the committee had spoken against the proposal it
became immediately obvious to the commissioners
that they would lose the vote by three to two

Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Youth and Community
Services the importance of the efforts the volunteers
in our community put in day after day, week after
week and year after year throughout Victoria. The
importance of their input into the community and
the benefits that flow to the recipients of their efforts
right across Victoria should not be underestimated.
The people involved in community service dubs get
substantial satisfaction from their volunteer efforts.
The work the volunteers do across the state
underpins Significant projects in Melbourne and
country Victoria, including regional centres and
local communities. It would be appropriate if the
community of Victoria and in particular the
government recognised the efforts made by those
volunteers. The government should not only
recognise the value of their work but also thank
them for the benefits they provide to the community
of Victoria.

ADJOURNMENT

Tuesday, 15 October 1996

611

ASSEMBLY

An opportunity for the government to do so comes
up each year during Community Services Week.
During that week the Victorian Council of
Community Service Clubs recognises excellence in
community service and volunteerism under two
categories: individual projects, and joint service
projects. The individual projects award goes to a
specific service club and acknowledges the
excellence of its particular project. The joint project
award goes to a group of two or more clubs that
cooperate in a service project of an excellent
standard.
As I understand it, in the past the government has

provided financial assistance to the Victorian
Council of Community Service Oubs to enable it to
present these awards. I urge the minister to again
consider prOviding assistance to the council so that it
can recognise both the importance of community
service club projects and the excellence of volunteer
efforts. I hope he can make $5000 or $6000 or more
available to the council.

Lome: sewage treatment
Ms GARBUTI (Bundoora) - I ask the Minister
for Conservation and Land Management to
investigate an alternative proposal to the disposal of
sewage through the Lome ocean outfall. There is an
option for a solution through a pipeline to an
expanded Aireys Inlet land-based waste water
treatment facility. The existing Lome ocean outfall is
one of 14 around the coast which together pump
500 million litres into the ocean every day. The
Lome outfall is alone responsible for 40 million litres
of effluent each summer. It is an environment
disaster, because our beaches and water are polluted
as a result. It also has an impact on Lome, a town
which relies on tourism. There have been proposals
to upgrade the waste water treatment at Lome, but
still the proposal has been to dispose of the effluent
through ocean outfall. That represents a missed
opportunity to end the practice, to turn off the tap
and dispose of the effluent properly.
The community opposes the proposal to upgrade
the waste water treatment with a focus on ocean
outfall. The locally elected council rejected it, and the
whole process has been a farce since then. The
minister made Otway Regional Water both the judge
and jury by making it responsible for deciding its
own proposal. Worse than that, no environmental
impact statement or study of the water quality was
carried out before some guesstimates were made
about what might happen afterwards. The minister
needs to ensure that the opportunity is taken to

study the new proposal which the Surfrider
Foundation has produced using a land-based facility
at Aireys Inlet. It has developed the technical details
and has costed the proposal. The minister should
give an undertaking to investigate this proposal,
which is far preferable to the ocean outfall.

South East Water
Mr LUPTON (Knox) - I raise for the attention of
the Minister for Agriculture and Resources the
policy of South East Water and its greasy water
program. It is asking certain premises to install
grease pits and then charging them annual fees of
$350 for the privilege of being in the greasy water
program.

I raise for the attention of the minister the case of a
bowling club that operates for 4 hours, 6 days a
week, for 8 months of the year. Sandwiches that are
usually prepared off site and meat for an occasional
barbecue are the only food the club handles.
However, South East Water has told the club that it
is required to install a 900-litre grease pit. An
organisation that is open for only a short time each
day is required to have a 900-litre grease pit which
you could just about have a swim in.

In 1980 the City of Knox required all premises to
instal grease pits. When the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works put through the sewer
it took out the grease pits in private houses and
many commercial premises. Now, some 16 years
later, South East Water is demanding that firms and
organisations install the pits, register their
businesses, have their grease pits pumped out three
or four times a year and pay registration fees of
$350. It is ironic that after 16 years it is going back on
action the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works took. I believe the cost is excessive. To appeal
against the installation of a 900-litre grease pit an
organisation has to go through formal procedures,
and no-one is particularly interested in reviewing a
case until the formal procedures have been adhered
to.
I ask the minister to look at the situation in the City
of Knox, where the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works pulled out the grease pits, which I
assume was all right then, and at the fact that to
challenge the 900-litre grease pit order requires a
formal process. To me it appears to be bureaucracy
gone mad. I ask the minister whether he will
intervene to examine the matters and advise me
accordingly.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Keilor has 1 minute.

Problem gambling
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I direct to the attention of
the Premier a gambling matter and ask him to
allocate funds from the Community Support Fund to
the western suburbs for an education program on
the effects of gambling on family life and our society.

I urge the Premier to take this matter seriously
because although the government receives at least
$20 million annually from the Gty of Brimbank
alone through gambling funds, the local council is
not equipped to handle the effects gambling is
having on local families and on the young people.
No-one in our society has the answers. A study into
the effects of gambling will be carried out by the
Victoria University of Technology over a two-year
period. I ask that the Premier expedite the program
by providing funds for the education process.
The DEPUfY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member's time has expired. Before
calling the Minister for Housing to respond to the
honourable member for Altona, I point out that it
has been an interesting evening in the house tOnight.
I was wondering, when I was Sitting here
contemplating it before, if there was something in
the water in the dining room.
However, it has come to my attention since then,
and it is appropriate to do it now rather than after
12 0'dock, that there are three birthdays in the place
today: the honourable members for Williamstown
and Albert Park, and the honourable member for
Bentleigh, who is having a special birthday - and
although Bernie Finn asked me to be more
definitive, I will not be. Happy birthday to those
three people. That partly explains the agitated and
elevated aura in the house this evening!
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understand what that is because my department has
given her very good briefings - there has been an
enormous change in the waiting list for priority
housing. We have increased the numbers of people
who have been placed by about 15 per cent; and I
am pleased to advise that through the new
broadbanding of families and individuals who are at
risk of being homeless, who are suffering illness, or
who have suffered some level of domestic violence
and need housing, we are able to place people in
urgent need immediately. It is really a great change
from the old days of the priority waiting list. Of
course, that is for eligible people.
I was very pleased that the honourable member for
Altona read and quoted substantially from the rental
report. It is a valuable piece of information for the
community. Members would also notice that there
have been very good results in terms of affordable
rent in regional areas such as Geelong, Ballarat and
Bendigo.
The member also asked what we could do to assist
people who require assistance in the private rental
market. I am pleased to advise that the
government's bond scheme to help people into the
private rental market is well accessed by the
community. The bond scheme is there for eligible
people who require help to get into the private
rental market. lbis is a very successful scheme, and
millions of dollars go into it each year. That is of
great assistance for people who need some
assistance.

Mrs HENDERSON (Minister for Housing) The honourable member for Altona raised with me
some issues relating to private rental for low-income
families who need affordable housing.

For people who want to get into private home
ownership and are bordering on whether they go
into private rental, we also have a good scheme the self-build group scheme. The scheme allows
low-income earners who would not otherwise access
private home ownership to have the opportunity of
giving their labour in exchange for funds. It is a
superb scheme where people are able to contribute
small deposits and the Office of Housing provides
the land and the expertise. The group scheme works
very well. A group of eligible people - it may be 12
or 15 people - will get together and work in a
group to provide the labour for each other's houses.
It becomes a group based on self-build; it is a superb
scheme to get people into home ownership.

The honourable member asserted that there was a
two-year waiting list for people on priority housing.
It gives me pleasure to advise the honourable
member that since substantial reform into priority
housing was introduced by broadbanding priority
housing - I am sure the honourable member would

Only recently I was at Sunshine opening the most
recent group build scheme in the western suburbs.
The group was made up of families from South
America. It was superb to see the efforts of those
people who had used their labour not only on their
own homes but on each other's homes, the

Responses
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enormous skills they had learned, and the great
contribution that both the men and women made to
the scheme. They were able to learn some
management skills, and they were able to hone their
building skills.
We are doing a lot of things to assist low-income
earners in the private rental market and on the
priority housing list. As I said, anyone in desperate
need who is prepared to take up the offer does not
have to wait at all. Certainly the claim by the
honourable member of a two-year waiting list is
absolutely wrong, because since we have
broadbanded priority housing, people are able to
access housing in an appropriate time.
Dr NAPTHINE (Minister for Youth and
Community Services) - The honourable member
for Pascoe Vale raised concerns about the telephone
interpreting services provision for community health
centres, particularly maternal and child health
centres.
I am advised that it was the former federal Labor
government under Prime Minister Keating in 1992
that withdrew the commonwealth subsidies for the
telephone interpreting services for community
health centres and maternal and child health centres.
So it was a decision of the former Keating
government in 1992 to withdraw those subsidies
across Australia. The advice I have is that it applied
to community health centres and maternal child
health centres across Australia. In contrast, the
Victorian government continues to provide a high
level of interpreting services to people in need.
The state commits $9.5 million per annum to the
Victorian Interpreting and Translating Services,
which involves the employment of some 550
contracted professional interpreters to provide free
access to interpreting services for those needing
them. On top of that, the specialised Central Health
Interpreter Service located in Mount Alexander
Road in the north-western part of Victoria under the
leadership of Barry Elliott, who does an excellent job
in providing interpreting services in the health field
for community health centres, hospitals, and private
medical practices, and, I would suggest, for maternal
and child health services who would need it.
The Central Health Interpreter Service is an excellent
specialist health interpreting service and the
interpreters cover a wide range of languages and
have expertise not only in interpreting but also in
health matters. The government provides
$1.2 million a year for that specialist program.
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In addition, this government has taken the initiative
to help people from non-English-speaking
backgrounds access interpreting services and better
access to government services across the board with
the interpreter card, which has been well accepted
by people from non-English backgrounds. More
than 100 000 interpreter cards have been distributed
across Victoria.
They are now being widely used within those
communities to help people dealing with
government, local government and other agencies.
They are able to produce their interpreter cards to
receive free service and assistance in helping them
dealing with such agencies.
The government has not reduced funding for
interpreting services. Indeed, services are now being
provided for at least 20 per cent more cases. Since
the government was elected in 1992 there has been
no reduction in funding for maternal and child
health services. Indeed, in the last budget it injected
an extra $1.4 million in recognition of the importance
of maternal and child health services. The
government will continue to provide a high level of
support for those services and will seek to ensure in
the arrangements with local government that it
continues its efforts as it is a joint state and local
govenunentpr~ect.Thegovemmentwillcontinue

to provide a high level of maternal and child health
services for people in need.
It is important that these services are provided to
children under the age of five yearspre-school age - because in the past the emphasis
has been placed on the prOvision of services to
younger children, particularly those under
18 months. There has been a decline in services for
children between 18 months and school age. During
that time there is substantial opportunity for the
early detection of developmental delay and physical
abnormalities, which can be more easily remedied if
they are detected at an early stage. The government
is seeking to extend the maternal and child health
services to place emphasis not just on early
childhood but right through until children attend
kindergarten.
The honourable member for Monbulk raised the
issue of support, assistance and recognition for the
excellent work service clubs do in the community.
He spoke on behalf of all members who recognise
the high quality of work done by service clubs,
whether it be Apex, lions or Quota. They do
excellent work on a voluntary basis. They receive
recognition in their own communities and rewards
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in personal satisfaction for the work they do. They
put in thousands of hours of voluntary work to
improve their local communities and to help
individuals and families in need. They provide new
playgrounds or improved facilities and work at a
national and intemationallevel raising funds and
creating awareness about particular issues.
Parliament and the Victorian community owes a
debt of gratitude to service clubs and to those who
coordinate their volunteers. I ask the honourable
member to take back our thanks to his community
for that.
The honourable member for Monbulk made me
aware of an issue raised by the Chairman of the
Victorian Council of Community Service Clubs that
Community Services Week recognise some of the
particular projects undertaken by those clubs and
provide recognition for those clubs and the
individuals involved. I am pleased to inform the
house that since the matter was raised by the
honourable member as well as in other quarters I
have allocated $5000 from my minister's
discretionary funds to the council so that during
Community Services Week in March next year
suitable recognition will be given to clubs and
individuals who do the work.
The honourable member for Caulfield referred to
breast cancer and what can be done to increase
awareness of people in her area about access to
Breastscreen services. The honourable member
raised the issue in a positive way and made us
aware once again that breast cancer kills more
Australian women than any other cancer. Each year
2600 Australian women die prematurely from breast
cancer. I am pleased to say, as the honourable
member did, that the rate of death has plateaued
because of the excellent work done by Breastscreen
and the promotion of other issues to protect women
against breast cancer.
One in 14 women will develop breast cancer at one
stage in their lives, but I am pleased to say that
positive action can be taken by women to reduce the
risk by the early detection of breast cancer and by
appropriate treatment at an early stage. The early
detection method involves two basic practices:
breast self-examination, in which all women should
be trained and should do on a regular basis; and
mammogram screening, which the honourable
member said particularly targets women between
50 and 69 years who are at the highest risk.
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Breastscreen in Victoria has grown from a small
program to one attended by more than 300 000
women. The honourable member said more than
50 per cent of women in that age group have had a
mammogram screening.

In 1995-96, 143500 women were screened in a
statewide network of 36 services, including a mobile
van. I am pleased that the greater proportion of
those people serviced were rural women. Rural
women have taken to the program probably because
of the promotion with Sara Henderson as the
figurehead. She is a considerable figure for women. I
am pleased to inform the house that we will be
conducting particular programs to encourage
women in that age group to attend the program. We
are also targeting women from ethnic groups,
because they are one group that needs special
attention to ensure that they attend the service. The
Breastscreen service provides an excellent early
detection program. We aim to have nearly 60 per
cent of women in that age group tested on a regular
basis. It would be good to have 90 or 100 per cent
tested, but our aim is a feasible 57 to 60 per cent.
The honourable member also referred to research.
The Victorian government has committed
$30 million over 10 years - $3 million per annum specifically for research into this important disease.
The Anti-Cancer Council of Victoria will manage the
research project, which will involve a consortium of
people doing individual projects. It is an initiative
taken by the government in recognition of the
importance of this disease among the women of
Victoria and Australia.
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning and
Local Government) - The honourable member for
Yan Yean referred to the disposal of the Shire of
Nillumbik offices at Eltham. I have had meetings
with the honourable member and also with a
deputation of citizens he brought to see me who
were critical of the shire's action. I agreed as a result
of that deputation to obtain some information
regarding the circumstances of the demolition and
subsequent sale of the property. I have received that
information, which I will make available to the
cabinet subcommittee. I made it perfectly clear to the
deputation at the time that I would be doing that
and that I would be seeking information for the
cabinet subcommittee information that would not be
available under freedom of information. In other
words, I wanted confidential advice regarding the
land monitor's assessment as an independent
adviser to me of the circumstances relating to the
demolition of the building and the disposal of the
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site. I have received the report and I will take it to
the cabinet subcommittee which will examine the
matter in due course.
Mr HONEYWOOD (Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training) - The honourable member
for Clayton raised an immigration issue. Although
the honourable member is new to the house he
should be aware that immigration is a federal
government issue and has been for many years.
Notwithstanding that, he used as a benchmark New
Zealand which he said has taken on more migrants
per head of population than other nations such as
Australia. I am well acquainted with the New
Zealand policy, having visited that country recently.
The quality of settlement services pales into
insignificance compared with Australia. For many
years New Zealand has given the responsibility for
the settlement of migrants in that country to the Red
Cross and some church groups.
I was in New Zealand when the Red Cross was told
that because of the commitments made by the then
New Zealand immigration and foreign affairs
minister a full plane load of Somali women was
arriving that very day and the organisation had no
idea what to do with them because it had no
settlement service scheme in train to settle those
women. In contrast to Australia, which has very
comprehensive services for initial settlements and
ongoing backup services, whether it be interpreting
services, free access to English as a second language
or a whole range of important quality-of-life services
that are important to migrants when they first arrive
in a country, New Zealand has lagged behind other
nations for some time in this vital area.

It is one thing to talk about quantity; it is another to
talk about the quality of backup and service
prOvision to ensure that those migrants are able to
become good New Zealanders or Australians as
soon as possible and are able to access employment
opportunities and so on for their families.
It is also wrong for the honourable member to say
Australia is not taking its share of migrants. The
migration program into Australia has traditionally
fluctuated depending on the economic
circumstances at the time. Not so many years ago it
was 120 000 a year and it is now 80 000 a year.
Under former minister Bolkus it was not much
higher than what it is under the new federal
government, as I am aware from attending
ministerial council meetings which decided on these
levels in consultation with Senator Bolkus.
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Again it is wrong to say this new federal
government has taken a harsh line because if you
look at recent political history in Australia you
discover the immigration levels have fluctuated
from year to year depending on the economic
circumstances of the nation at the time.
I turn to the issue raised by the honourable member
for Bundoora. I am sure no member of the house
would support the long-term future of ongoing
ocean sewage outfalls. However, it should be
pointed out that the honourable member was a
member of the Cain government when that
government authorised a new Geelong ocean outfall,
which is pouring many hundreds of thousands of
litres of sewage off the shores of Geelong. That
treatment plant had no secondary treatment process.
Premier Cain authorised the plant for the Geelong
region and Minister Birrell has been at great pains to
ensure that at least there has been some attempt at
some form of secondary treatment for the ocean
outfall. The implementation of remedial works is
very expensive. The honourable member for
Bundoora should be aware that it is wrong to argue
that this government should be doing something
when the Labor government did nothing for almost
11 years.

Notwithstanding that, the government is attempting
to apply some secondary treatment processes to the
remaining five outfalls. It is important to note the
government's reform of water bodies. Whereas
before there were many hundreds of small
rural-based water bodies there are now much larger
ones and the Otway Region Water facility is
therefore better able to ensure that sufficient capital
can be raised in the future to provide for secondary
treatment involving more than just pumping waste
water into the ocean, which no honourable member
would support as a long-term future prospect. I shall
convey her concern about Lome to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management.
The honourable member for Keilor raised an alleged
lack of studies into gambling in the westem suburbs.
The irony of his claim is that he then provided me
with a copy of the Brimbank Independent newspaper.
An article on the front page states:
A group of researchers from Victoria University in
St A1bans will meet this Thursday to begin a study into
the effects of gambling in the west.

The honourable member seems to be calling for
something that is already happening. In addition, I
point out that the Victorian Casino and Gaming
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has implemented a comprehensive social
tdy on gambling across the state and the
lS frozen any further approvals for new
:runes until that very important poker
tudy is completed. The government is not
to reach the level allowed in the state by
: IGmer government's legislation. We are
hirds of the way to the 48 000 poker
that were provided for by the former
ernment.
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The honourable member for Mildura also raised art
issue for the attention of the Minister for Fair
Trading about policy responsibility. I believe the
names of his constituents were Mr and Mrs Hartwig.
The builder appears prima facie to have done the
wrong thing by the honourable member's
constituents by using the wrong wood artd other
problems. I understand his concern about the
alleged lack of information from the Housing
Guararttee Fund artd I will pass on his concerns to
the Minister for Fair Trading.

t, the government has had concerns with

nentation and is acting on those concerns
lenting this comprehensive social impact
by freezing the number of poker machine
until that study comes forward with
tdations. While that study is going on
lemics are hopping on to the gambling
Cl. They are all interested in these issues
~ Brimbank Independent pointed out, a'
esearchers is already doing its own study
I of the honourable member for Keilor.
.rrable member for Mordialloc, who is a
.g supporter of small business in his
and across the state, raised a legitimate
'hich I shall pass on to the Minister for Fair
bout businesses operating from home and
g illegally to advertise their businesses at
)ut getting appropriate approvals. I am no
) those issues in the Warrandyte electorate
re are a number of I-acre artd half-acre
; and where many people operate
; from garages artd so on. That is obviously
.convenience to their neighbours in terms
'vels artd is unfair competition for those
done the right thing in paying rent on a
shop.
!l"ests of public safety it is importartt to
1t there are no distractions for drivers
down busy streets being faced with signs
re. It is importartt in terms of good
ty values to ensure that the City of
is doing the right thing. I shall pass on the
le member's concerns to the Minister for
ng and I am sure the issue will be acted on

The honourable member for Knox raised for the
attention of the Minister for Agriculture artd
Resources a 900-litre grease pit which has been
required by various authorities to be installed by a
small food preparation provider in his electorate,
artd again I will pass on those concerns to the
minister.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Ballarat West raised an issue
for the attention of the Minister for Roads artd Ports .

Mr HONEYWOOD - The conscientious
Minister for Transport was in the chamber at the
time but had to leave artd consequently was unable
to answer the question of the honourable member
for Ballarat West.
The h.onourable member is a passionate believer in
having efficient public transport artd road systems.
The government is supporting the honourable
member's concerns by ensuring signage on the
Western Highway artd the connection with the
Western Ring Road are sensible, logical artd visible. I
will pass on the honourable member's concerns to
the appropriate minister forthwith.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 12.10 am. (Wednesday)
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1789
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, 1378
Community Services Week, 610, 613
Community Support Fund
Allocation, q 97
Bayside Hockey Oub, 1496, 1501
Problem gambling program, 612, 615
(See also Gaming)
Competition policy
Judicial system. q 1692
Compulsory competitive tendering
Outcomes, q 1609
Computers (See Information technology)
Condolences
Holland, Kevin ~yles Stephen, Esq., 541
Hughes, Andrew Arthur, Esq., 1

Censorship (See Film and videotape classification
guidelines)

Coode Island (See Chemicals)

Centenary Hall, Werribee, 351, 354

Corio Landcare group

Central Gippsland Region Water AuthOrity
Management, 1660, 1665
Central Highlands Water
Charges, 55, 59
Central Victorian Group Training Co. Ltd,443, 447
Cltainletters,947,952

Serrated tussock, 859, 862
Correctional services

Drugs, q 546, q 1280
Metropolitan Women's CoITeCtional Centre, 1100,
1104,1748,1749,1753
Country Fire Authority
Communications system.. 87
Union negotiations, q 1697
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Crime compensation
Children's Protection Society, q 1212
Fonner Minister for Health, q 1274
Funding cuts, q 1128, q 1273
Premier's comments, q 1209, q 1210

In prisons, q 546, q 1280
Rehabilitation programs, 711
Road Safety Committee report, 1515
(See also Alcohol)

Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee

Sexual assault against adults report, 1578

Crown land
Pest control, q 1784

E
D
Dandenong Ranges
Fire prevention, 1353

Noxious weeds, 1101, 1102

Eastem Freeway
~~on,

1098, 1103

Eastmont Primary School

Future of, 1185
Dandenong youth cafe, 771,775
Economic Development Committee
Darebin, City of

Medical and public health research report, 1515

Councillor behaviour, 350, 360
Economist Intelligence Unit, q 389
Dartmoor
Water contamination, 1036, 1037

Darwin
Second World War bombing raids, 1349
Dental services

Corio,300
Funding
commonwealth, q 8, 84
state,q 189
Diesel fuel

Prices, 1367
(See also Ethanol and Petrol)
Disability services

Adult students, q 1133
Early intervention, 1341, 1343
Murray Human Services, 1036, 1037
Pleasant Creek centre, Stawell, q 547
Residential care, 703, 709
Welfare/disability therapists, 1757
Distinguished visitors (See Parliament)

Docklands
Development, q 894
Transport museum. q 1696
Dromana
Electorate, 1357
Rosebud Ufesaving Oub, 515, 521
Drugs

Database, q 1048
Deaiminalisation, 808
Education strategy, q 292, q 294

Education
Adult literacy training, q 988
Benalla regional manager, 1570, 1573, 1660, 1666
Botanical database, 443, 446
Education Victoria '96, q 5

Federal funding, 1750, 1754
Government policies, 369
Language studies, 1498, 1500
PTesdhoo~,771,775,1424,1431

Reading sldlls, 89
Regional, 369
Restructure, q 477, q 479
Student-at-risk program, 442, 446

System, 66, 369
Vocational training, 1263, 1266
(See also Preschools, Schools and colleges,
Students, Teachers and Universities)
Eectorate officers

PaycbUIns, 223,228, 1097, 1103
Eectrical contractors
Registration, 1566, 1574
Eectricity industry

National market, q 1047
Privatisation, q 478
Reforms, q 1211
Emergency services communications system (See
Intergraph)

Employment
Budget forecast, q 189
Election promises, q 3
Government cuts, q 1043
Growth, q 1608
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Multilingual information, q 1509
Workplace violence, 75, q 95,348,355
(See also Unemployment)
Essendon Airport
Redevelopment, 1426, 1431
Essendon-East Keilor District Secondary College
Niddrie campus, 1098, 1103
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Fraud
Chain letters, 947, 952
Chinese businessman, 440, 447
Investment scheme, 947, 954
Freeways (See Roads and individual freeway names)
Freeza
Drug and alcohol-free entertainment for youth, q 193

G

Ethanol
Production, 1496, 1501
(See also Diesel fuel and Petrol)
Ethnic affairs
ALP branch stacking, 1750, 1752
Government policies, 83

Gaming
Asian community, q 1376, 1497, 1500
Melbourne Cup Day computer failure, 1259, 1266
Problem gambling program, 612, 615
West HeideIberg site, 1338, 1345
(See also Community Support Fund)

Euthanasia, 299, 1757
Garbage
Exports

Collection times, 1035, 1037

Federal government policy, q 1276
Growth, q 1273

F

Gas industry
Reform. q 1049
Gascor

Fair trading (See Fraud)
Family support programs, 1659, 1668
Farrow group

Consultancy, q 1049
Gippsland lifeline
Funding, 154, 157

Final report of Mr D. J. Habersberger, QC, 1758
Golden moths orchid, 1034, 1037
Filin and video tape classification guidelines, 1068
Fire blight, 57, 60
Firearms
Buy-back scheme, q 647
Collection centres, 56, 62
Control, 161
Permits, 949, 954
Fitzroy Learning Network
Adult literacy training, q 988
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act
Endangered species protection, 1366

Golden staph (See Health)
Good Neighbour program, q 1784

Goulbum Valley Highway
{)uplication, 55, 63
Government
Advertising contracts, q 192
Coalition initiatives, 82
Economic policies, q 190
Tenderpolicy,q1783
Governor's speech,41, 683, 752, 959
Graham Street Primary School

Foreign investment, q 389
Forest industry
Plantation investment, q 1213
(See also Code of Forest Practices for Timber
Production and Victorian Plantations
Corporation)

Future of, 1514

Greasy waste program, 222, 226, 611, 616, 1034, 1035,
1037
(See also Water)

Grievances, 15, 66, 1347

Guns (See Firearms)
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INDEX
H

Hansard

House Committee, Department of the (See
Parliament)
Housing

Minister for Education, q 543, q 545, q 547
(See also Parliament and Rulings by the Chair)
Health
Breast cancer, 608, 614
Eye-care service, 220, 228
Golden staph, q 645
Government initiatives, 72
Knox community service, 1262, 1265
School cleaning, 1101, 1104
Tuberculosis, q 387, q 476, q 481
(See also Disability services and Hospitals)

Commonwealth cutbacks, 149, 154
Emergency, 150, 154,222,227
Government building contracts, 1423, 1427
Grants, 515, 519
~oe,513,518

Rental cooperatives, 517, 519
Victorian Council of Social Service, 515, 519
Waiting lists, 608, 612
WestSunshdne,58,63
Housing Guarantee Fund, 609, 616,1423,1427
Hughes, The late Andrew Arthur, Esq., 1

Health insurance
~edUcalfees,1498,

1501
Private rebates, q 92
Health Services Commissioner
Reports, 1758

Hume Acquired Brain Injury Task Force, 1498, 1502
HumeWeir
Water release, q 296, 349, 356, 441, 444, q 480,514,
521,950,955,1339,1346
(See also individual water authority or company
names)

Heide1betg

I

Colosseum Hotel site, 1338, 1345
Heritage buildings

Immigration
Statistics, 607, 615
(See also Racial tolerance and Racism)

Funding, q 549
Herring Island riverbank, 1752, 1755

Indochinese community
Higher education contribution scheme

Unemployment, 948, 952

Charges,q550
Highways (See Roads and individual highway names)
Ho11an~The late

Kevin Myles Stephen, Esq., 541

Industrial relations
Reform. 85, q 1044, 1105
Teachers, q 1461
Transfer of powers, 85, q 1044, 1105

Home-help services
~o~d,699,709

Industry Commission
Automotive industry assistance, q 986

Hospitals

Bed numbers, 70
Qosures, 65, 161, q 651, 1577, 1757
Development, 10
Downgrading, 65
Emergency services, q 5
Funding, q 4, q 291, q 293, q 295, q 390, 959, q 1132
Patients
classifications, 302, 363
mental health, 56, 63
Privatisation, q 735
Proposed Knox, 1499, 1502
Readmissions, q 478
Statistics, 363
Waiting lists, 302, 363, q 390, 440, 447, q 1277, q 1279
(See also individual hospital names)

Infectious diseases (See Health)

Information technology
In schools, q 804, q 1047, 1570, 1573
(See also Multimedia)
Intellectual disabilities (See Disability services)
Interact '96 multimedia expo, q 898
Intergraph
Communications system, 87, 221, 228, 1819, 1820

Investment
Foreign, q 389
Forestry, q 1213
State, q 1608
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J

Law Reform Committee

Jury service report, 1578
Japan
Legal aid

Trade, q 1507

Federal funding, q 648, 1423, 1429
Joint sittings of Parliament (See Parliament)

K
Karkarook Park, Heatherton, 351, 359
Kealbaquarry

Legislative Assembly, Department of the (See
Parliament)
Libraries
FWlding, q 1049
(See also individual library names)

B~ting,1373,I500,1502

Lifesaving clubs

Future use, 1373

Kingston, 768, 774
Rosebud, 515, 521

KeiIor
Police presence, 1037

Liquor licences
KeiIor-Melton Road, Sydenham

Fees, 58, 64, 1341, 1342

Sydenham Road intersection, 1342, 1346
Local government

Kids Under Cover program, q 739
Kindergartens (See Preschools)
Kingston, City of
Ufesaving clubs, 768, 774
Property vaIuations, 857, 864
Trailer billboards, 609, 616

Compulsory competitive tendering, q 1609
Reform, 85
(See also Planning and individual city and shire
cOWlcil names)
Lome
Sewage treatment, 611, 615
Lower Plenty Primary School

Kno~Cityof

Community health service, 1262, 1265
Proposed hospital, 1499, 1502
Shire hall, 152, 155
Telstra pay 1V cables, 859, 865
Koori juvenile justice project, 1260, 1265

FWlding, 700, 704

M
Major Events Committee
Motorcycle grand prix, q 544
(See also Melbourne Major Events Co. Lld)

Korea
Trade, q 1507

Maribymong River
Advisory committee, 859, 865

L
Maternal and child health
La Trobe Library

Telephone interpreter service, 609, 613, 949, 956

librarian,l818,1820
Medical fees
La Trobe University
Joint Sitting of Parliament, 813, 934, 957
Language facilities, 1498, 1500, q 1611

Health insurance, 1498, 1501
Melboume Airport
Visitor reception, 861, 862

Lake Nagambie
Dredging, 349, 357

Melboume, City of
Garbage collection, 1035, 1037

Landcare
Corio group, 859,862
Latrobe Valley
Development, q 1780

Informal meetings, 352, 359
Private detectives, 352, 359
Melboume International Festival of the Arts
B~,704,710

Economic benefits, q 736
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Melbourne Major Events Co. Ltd
Bledisloe Cup, q 1209
Melbourne Parks and Waterways
Karkarook Park, Heatherton, 351, 359
Melbourne Water
Mooroolbark retarding basin, 516, 522
Melton, Shire of
Commissioners, 1105
Members
Code of conduct, 1497, 1500
Protection, 1235
Springvale
conduct, 948, 954
naming, 949
Yan Yean: naming and suspension, 482
(See also Personal explanations)
Mental health
Hospital patients, 56, 63
(See also Disability services, Health and Hospitals)

Merbein
Channel reserve, 1751, 1755
Merrllands Secondary College
~gaLnation,I033,1037

Metropolitan Fire Brigade
Communications system, 87

Metropolitan Women's Couectional Centre, 1100,
1104,1748,1749,1753
Mickleham PrimaJy School

INDEX
PecuniaIy interests, q 647, q 649, q 987
Police and Emergency Services: absence, 1209
Tertiary Education and Training: absence, 1209
Transport: absence, 1209
(See also Personal explanations and Premier)
Moe
Older-person housing, 513, 518
Moira, Shire of
Electoral boundaries, 161
Moonee Valley, aty of
Commissioners, 1577
Moorabbin Airport
Low-flying aircraft, 951, 956
Mooroolbark
~gbasin,516,522

Mordialloc-Cheltenham Community Hospital
Oosure, q 651, 1757
Moreland
Home-help services, 699, 709
Motorcycle grand prix, q 544
Mount Stirling
[)evelopment 1281,1434, 1577

Multimedia
Interact '96, q 898
Milia festival, 1262, 1266
On-line services, q 1275
Sun Miaosystems, q 390
(See also Information technology)

Merger, 1568, 1572
Murray Human Services
Migrants

Vehicle transfers, 1036, 1037

Adult literacy training, q 988
Museum of Victoria

Mining
Bendigo Mining Pty NL, 1661, 1665

Moreland annexe, q 899
National Trust, q 738

Site,q 738
Ministers
Attorney-General
Elliott case, q 296
pecuniary interests, q 736, q 739
Conservation and Land Management pecuniaIy
interests, q 987
Education
absence, 543, 984, 1780
administration, 557
comments, q 548, q 549, q 1131
Hansard, q 543, q 545, q 547
Education, former: compensation claim, q 1274

N
National Gallery of Victoria, q 94, q 189
National parks
[)evelopment, 1365
Wilsons Promontory, 1495, 1501, 1661, 1664
National Road Transport Commission
Report, 1281
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Parkwood Secondary College

National Trust

Closure, 951, 955

New museum, q 738
Neighbourhood disputes, 1748,1/:>3

Parliament

Business of the house

Neighbourhood houses

adjo~ent,

FWl(iing, 1817, 1820
Newcomb primary schools
Merger, 150, 158
Niddrie quarry
Lake, 1578
Nillumbik, City of

161,711,961, 1435, 1671, 1803
division list, 768
grievances, 15
pos~onernent747, 1488
pro~, 15,302,557,813, 1070, 1283, 1518
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, 1378
Distinguished visitors, 1, 188, 645, 1172, 1273, 1789
Hansard record, 554, 916
House Committee report, 1068

Joint sittings

FDruances, 1263, 1264
Planning approval, 610, 614
Noise levels
Public venues, 701, 708
Norlane Primary School
~erger,1567,
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Noms Bank Primary School
Redevelopment, 1099, 1103

La Trobe University, 813, 868, 934, 957
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, 813,
868,934,957
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 813, 868,
934,957
Legislative Assembly report, 867
Parliamentary Library report, 867
Presiding Officers report, 867
Victorian Parliamentary Debates report, 867
(See also Parliament House Completion Authority
and Rulings by the Chair)

Parliament House Completion Authority

Noxious weeds
Dandenong Ranges, 1101, 1102
Paterson's curse, 1425, 1428
Serrated tussock, 859, 862

o

)Ubolition,1662,1669
Sandstone mining, 1577
(See also BILLS)
Parliamentary committees (See individual committee
names)

Parliamentary Library, Department of the (See
Parliament)

Olympic Games

SOGOC visit, q 807
Pab9s0n'sCUJSe,l425,l428
Ophthalmology

Payroll tax

Swgery waiting lists, 440, 447
Victorian eye-care service, 220, 228

Exernption,443,447
PERIN system

Otway Regional Water

Parking fines, Geelong, 220, 227

Lome sewage outfall, 611, 615
Personal explanations

p
Pacific School Games, 1426, 1429
Palliative care
Services, 299
(See also Aged care)
Panton Hill Primary School
Upgrading, 151, 158
Parks (See National parks)

Members
Doncaster, 363
Frankston East, 460
Williamstown,392
Ministers
Youth and Community Services, 959
(See also Members and Ministers)
Pest control, q 1784
Petitions
Appropriate form. 1819, 1820
(See also PETITIONS)
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Petrol
Country prices, 1339, 1343
(See also Diesel fuel and Ethanol)
Petroleum resource rent tax, 858, 862, q 1375

Phillip Island
Motorcycle grand prix, q 544

Planning
Brighton property, 1424, 1431
Former Eltham council site, 610,614
Golden moths orchid, 1034, 1037, 1366
Nillumbik approval, 610, 614
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges
Regional Strategy Plan, 652, 900
(See also individual city and shire council names,
Docldands and Local government)
Planning and local government

Departmental alcohol purchases, 352, 359
Pleasant Creek centre, Stawell, q 547

INDEX
Privatisation (See Electricity industry, Gas industry
and Hospitals)
Productivity Commission (See Industry Commission)
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Menrubership,947
Public Record Office report, 300
Public sector
Audits, q 1781, q 1782
Code of conduct, q 807
Senior executive service, 1347
Public transport
Automatic ticketing, q 988
Fare zones, 1098, 1103
Government policies, 618
Performance, q 391
Reform, 78,618
Strategy, 618, q 650
Timetables, q 1782
(See also Buses, Rail and Taxis)

Q

Police
~tion,I368,1371

Chinese company fraud, 440, 447
Death of constable, 1423, 1430
Keilor,1037
Lakes Entrance station, 58, 62
Moira station, 702, 708
Numbers, 443, 447
Statutory declaration: federal MP, 1816, 1820
Traffic offences, 1342, 1345
Tungamah station, 1749, 1754
VV~,1819,1820

Port of Melboume

Quarries
~a,1373,1500,1502

Niddrie, 1578

R
Racial tolerance
Substantive motion, 1050
(See also Racism)

Racing
Teletra.k proposal, q 96,513, 517
(See also Sport)

Charges, q 1510

Racism
Power skis, 348, 359

Premier
Absence, 1780
Crime compensation: comments, q 1209, q 1210

Preschools
Departmental responsibility, 771, 775, 1424, 1431
Funding, 516, 522
Ripponlea Primary School, 151, 159
(See also Schools and colleges)

Presiding OffiCelS (See Parliament)
Princes Highway
Maintenance, 703, 708

Prisons (See COD'ectional services)

Federal member for Oxley, 348, 353, 607, 615
Federal Parliament resolution, q 985
Melbourne Airport visitor reception, 861, 862

Rail
Echuca Sprinter, q 1131
Epping line, 1259, U64
Mildura link, q 1278
Passenger safety, 1752, 1754

Sandringham
crossing, 517, 519
line,l1
Stations
Clayton, 702, 707
Fairfield, 1515
Mooroolbark, 11
Westall,152,158
(See also Buses and Public transport)
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Rental cooperatives, 517, 519
Ripponlea Primary School kindergarten
Tenure, 151, 159
River Murray
Bridge replacement, 1427, 1431
Road Safety Committee
Effects of drugs other than alcohol report, 1515
Roads
Better Roads
levy, q 391
program, 1124
City of Casey, 1815, 1819
Dangerous driving, 1342, 1345
Federation Square, q 297
~eD>ourne-Ballaratsigns,607,616

Safety barriers, 57, 63
Sunbury traffic flow, 1033, 1037
Traffic lights
East Keilor, 1434
Upwey, 772, 775
(See also City Link and individual freeway, highway
and road names)
Rosebud
Foreshore management, 1817, 1819
Lifesaving club, 515, 521

Rosebud Secondary College
Principal, 219, 224
School council president, 219, 224
Teacher, 219, 224
Royal Exhibition Building
World Heritage listing, 439, 445
Royal Melbourne Hospital
Stage 1B, 10
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology
Joint sitting of Parliament, 813, 934, 957

Rulings by the Chair
Addressing Chair, 165, 649, 686, 726, 1118, 1490,
1491,1510,1552,1557,1572,1573,1601,1655,1794
Adjournment
admissibility of matter, 153, 155, 350, 515, 1099,
1496,1750
matter must seek action, 1659
matter to be directed to appropriate minister, 448
moving of motion, 618
only one matter to be raised, 858, 861, 1748
time limits, 441
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Admissibility
adjo~ent, 153,155,350,515, 1099, 1496,1750
questions without notice, 1209, 1274, 1514
urgency motions, 368,393, 396,1578,1579,1580,
1582, 1585
Auditor-General's office: review, 1433
Chair
addressing, 165, 649,686, 726, 1118, 1490, 1491,
1510,1552,1557,1572,1573,1601,1655,1794
~ectionson,47,482,483,556, 1164, 1380, 1408
1437
'

Clerks: reflections on, 398
Correct titles, 486, 1552
Debate
scope, 743, 744,749,750, 1488, 1489, 1494, 1523
time limits, 569, 593, 594,1402
Disturbance in gallery, 739, 1445, 1448, 1534
Division lists, 768, 1248, 1435
Government business program, 559, 560,751
Hansard: alterations, 554, 916
lnte~ections,71,388,591,595,596,691,732, 1116,
1137,1213,1230,1446,1447,1465,1513,1521,1696,
1697, 1782, 1784
Members
access to Parliament House, 1235
conduct, 555, 596, 707, 738, 1231, 1380,1485,1669
correct titles, 486, 1552
misrepresentation, 60, 687, 688
naming and suspension, 482, 949
pecuniary interests, 599, 600, 617
voting rights, 599,600,617
C>nier of call, 483, 555, 650, 747, 748, 1379,1409
Pagers and mobile telephones, 1214
Parliament House: security, 1495
Personal explanations, 592, 1100, 1180, 1377
Petitions, 65, 66
Privilege, 552, 556
Questions without notice
admissibility, 1209, 1274, 1514
debating, 192,388,479,481,550,646,648,649,801,
897,986,989,1044,1046,1278,1462,1514
extension of time, 393
length of answers, 93, 95, 549,1281
not to be repeated, 802, 1377, 1609
not to contain imputations, 739, 988, 1131
supplementary, 193
time limits, 650
to Speaker, 543, 544, 553, 645
Quorums, 484

Reading
bills, 138
documents, 486, 737, 738, 740, 741, 1160
Htmsard,695

letters, 1490
speeches, 1424
Reflections
on Chair, 47, 482, 483,556, 1164, 1380, 1408, 1437
on Clerks, 398
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Relevance, 6,19,20,36,189,191,292,295,476,545,
550,558,559,562,594,610,661,663,664,731,737,
742,830,899,945,963,964,984,1046,1050,1093,
1105,1107,1117,1122,1129,1207,1232,1261,1310,
1379,1406,1437,1446,1458,1465,1519,1574,1603,
1630,1642,1658,1669,1713,1754,1769
Spurious points of order, 468
Sub judice rule, 1372
Tabling: documents, 467, 1592
Tediousrepetition,743,l404,1463
Tune limits, 441,569,593,594,650,1402
Unparliamentary and offensive remarks, 136, 560,
591,592,648,652,706,1161,1162,1163,1407,1428,
1488, 1498, 1571, 1733
(See also Parliament)

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, 11, 300, 556, 808, 1068, 1282
Annual report, 867
Evidence Act report, 300
Fisheries (abalone) regulations report, 1803
Hire Purchase Act report, 1671
Unlawful Assemblies and Processions Act report,
1671
Scrutiny of legislation committees
National legislation schemes, 711
Senior executive service (See Public sector)
Serrated tussock, 859, 862
Sewage

Rural Victoria

Lome ocean outfall, 611, 615

Budget cuts, 79
Petrol prices, 1339, 1343
Salinity, q 1462

Sheriff's Office
Fine payment, 952

Rye

Shop trading hours

Foreshore erosion, 1340, 1344

s
St Vincent's Hospital
Funding, q 4, 959

Extension, q 3, q 10,83,84,299,617,867

Sky Channel
Tabcorp dispute, 703, 705
Solicitor-General
Pecuniary interests, q 803, q 805, q 806, q 894, q 895,
q 897, q 899, 1355, q 1513

Salinity
Rural Victoria, q 1462

Solicitors Guarantee Fund

Sandringham Primary School

South East Water

Land acquisition, 442, 446
Schools and colleges
Amalgamations, closures and. mergers, 150, 158, 222,
225,951,955, q 985, 1033, 1035, 1037, q 1045,
q 1098,1103,1185,1276,1351, q 1377, q 1512, 1514,
1566,1567,1568,1569,1571,1572,1573,1757,
ql783
Botanical database, 443, 446

Otaplains, 1338, 1343
Oass sizes, 369
Cl~,1101,l104

Disabled student facilities, q 1378
Funding, 224, 225,700,704, q 1044, 1569, 1572
Information technology, q 804, q 1047, 1570, 1573
Land acquisition, 442, 446
Minister's comments, q 1131
Redevelopment, 1099, 1103
Retention rates, 369
Staff,219,224, 1816, 1819
TAFE teachers,1747, 1755
U~ding,151,158,770,774,1499,1502

(See also individual school and college names,

Education, Students and Teachers)

Report, 1671

Greasy waste program, 222, 226, 611, 616, 1034, 1035,
1037
South Oaldeigh Secondary College
Closure, 1566, 1571

Speaker, The (See Rulings by the Chair)
Sport
Grants,q97
New stadium site, 701, 704
Pacific School Games, 1426, 1429
(See also Australian Football League, Olympic
Games and. Racing)
Stanhope Primary School
Teachers residence, 1662, 1667
Star education program, 442, 446
State Emergency Service
Communications system, 87
State historian, 1818, 1820
State Library of Victoria
La Trobe librarian, 1818, 1820
State Revenue Office
~getnent

1261, 1266
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Students
Pacific School Games, 1426, 1429
Sun Microsystems, q 390
Sunbury
Traffic flow, 1033, 1037
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Telstra
Pay TV cables, 859, 865
Tender processes
Government policy, q 1783
Timber industry (See Forest industry and Code of
Forest Practices for Timber Production)

Sunbury Secondary College
Upgrading, 770, 774

Towong, Shire of
Administrative centre, 299

Sunraysia
Citrus industry, 1099, 1102

Toxic waste
Wernbee dump, 441, 445, 516, 521, 770, 775

Superannuation

CJ Catering, 1338, 1342
Swimming pool and spa safety, q 806
Sydenham Road, Sydenham
Keilor-Melton Road intersection, 1342, 1346

Trade
Korea and Japan, q 1507
United Arab Emirates, q 801
Traffic (See Roads)
Traffic lights (See Roads)

Sydney Organising Committee of the Olympic
Games, q 807

Trailer billboards

Nepean Highway, Cheltenham, 609, 616

T
Tabcorp
Melbourne Cup Day, 1259, 1266
Sky Channel dispute, 703, 705

TAFE
Teachers, 1747, 1755
(See also individual TAFE college names)

Tamagulla Primary School
Staffing, 1816, 1819
Taxation

Transport Accident CollUJJ.ission
Wheelchair replacement, 56, 61
Transport museum
Docklands, q 1696

TTII7IST'O"ffng Melb01l17le, q 650
Tuberculosis (See Health)
Tullamarine Freeway
Electronic signage, 700, 706

Payroll exemption, 443, 447
Petroleum resource rent tax, 858, 862, q 1375
Taxis

Safety standards, q 1130
(See also Public transport)

Teachers

Industrial action, q 1461
Minister's comments, 516, 521, q 548, q 549
TAFE, 1747, 1755
(See also Education and Schools and colleges)
Telephone interpreter service

Maternal and child health, 609, 613, 949, 956

u
Unemployment
Indochinese community, 948, 952
(See also Employment)
United Arab Emirates delegation
Trade, q 801
United Firefighters Union

CFA negotiations, q 1697
Universities
HECS charges, q 550
(See also individual university names)

Te1etrak

Proposed. Maryborough racing complex, 513, 517
Race broadcasting proposal, q 96

Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 652, 900
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Waverley Park
Future of, 1100, 1102

Veterinary research laboratories, 772, 773, q 805
Wellington, Shire of

Viaoads
Vehicle transfers, 1036, 1037
(See also Roads)
Victims of aime (See Crime compensation)
Victoria Institute of Technology

ALP symposium, 514, 520
Victorian Arts Centre, q 94
Victorian Child Death Review Committee
Child deaths, protection and care report, 867, q 984
Victorian College of the Arts
Billboards, q 297
Victorian Council of Community Service Oubs
Community Services Week, 610, 613
Victorian Council of Social Service
Housing grant application, 515, 519
Victorian eye-care service, 220, 228
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation
Joint sitting of Parliament, 813, 934, 957
Victorian Parliamentary Debates, Department of (See
Parliament)
Victorian Plantations Corporation

Water levy, 1185
Wellington Primary School
~gaInation,1569,1573

Wendouree Primary School
Funding, 1569, 1572
Werribee
Centenary Hall, 351, 354
Toxic waste dwnp, 441, 445,516,521, 770, 775
Westall Road

C>verpass, 1261, 1264
Western Metropolitan College of T AFE
StudentnUEnbers,1263,1266
Western Ring Road
Opening, 1032, 1037
C>verpass, 1425, 1431
Signs, 607, 616
William Angliss Knox and Sherbrooke Community
Hospital
Funding, q 94
Williamstown Hospital
Future of, 65
Wllsons Promontory National Park, 1495, 1501, 1661,

Freehold titles, 858, 863
Victorian Rural and Regional Arts Access program,

q895

1664
Women's budget, 1758

Victorian Women Lawyers Association, q 7
Victorian Youth Development program, q 1694
Viewbank College
Portable buildings, 1818, 1820

Wool industry
Castlemaine mill fire, 59, 63
Review, q 1695
Workcover
Anaesthetists dispute, 769, 774

Volunteers
Community service, 610, 613

w

Workplace violence, 75, q 95,348,355
World Heritage

Royal Exlubition Building, 439, 445
Wangaratta Base Hospital
Downgrading, 65
Water
Bunyip supply, 219, 226

Wyndham, City of
Co~o~,l340, 1345
Elections, 702, 706
Family services, 860, 866

Danxnoorcon~tion,1036,1037

Hume Weir, q 296,349,356,441,444, q 480,514,521,
950,955,1339,1346
Lake Nagambie, 349, 357
MoorooIbark retarding basin, 515, 522
Wellington levy, 1185
(See also individual water authority or company
names, and Greasy waste program)

y
Yarra Glen Primary School
Upgrading, 1499, 1502

Yarra Ranges
Upwey office, 860, 865

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
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BAKER, Mr (Sunshine)

Youth
Freeza entertainment program, q 193
Kids Under Cover, q 739
Suicide, 768, 774
The Diner cafe, 771, 773
Under-age drinking, 1259, 1266
Victorian Youth Development program, q 1694

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1621
Firearms Bill, 1329
Points of order, 663

MEMBERS
BATCHELOR, Mr (Thomastown)
ANDRIANOPOULOS, Mr (Mill Park)
Adjournment
Chain letters, 947
Rail: Epping line, 1259
Western Ring Road, 1032

Petitions
Drug rehabilitation programs, 711

Adjournment

AFL: policies, 153
Arts festival billboards, 704
Merrilands Secondary College, 1033
Parliament House Completion Authority, 1662
Rail: passenger safety, 1752
Western Ring Road, 1425
Auditor-General, 1584

Bills

ANDRIGHE'ITO, Mr (Narracan)
Adjoumment
Gippsland Ufeline, 154
Housing: Moe,513

Bills
Courts and Tribunals (General Amendment) Bill, 971
Firearms Bill, 1322
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1148

Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 667
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 396
Port Services and Marine (Amendment) Bill, 916
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1703
Rail Corporations Bill, 1379
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 409
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 601
State Taxation (Further Omnibus Amendment) Bill,

453
Statute Law Revision (Marine) Bill, 107
Trailsport (Rail Safety) Bill, 29
Business of the house

Questions without notice
La Trobe University: language faculties, 1611
National Trust new museum, 738
Salinity: rural Victoria, 1462
Sport and reaeation grants, 97

~,814,

1283, 1519

Economic: Development Committee
Medical and public health research, 1515
Points of order, 7,36,65,66, 192, 365, 387, 479, 483,
484,549,551,647,737,740,741,989,1046,1278,
1379,1402,1428,1669

ASHLEY, Mr (Bayswater)
Bills

Children's Services Bill, 111
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 678
Questions without notice
Aboriginal deaths in custody, 1610
Public transport strategy, 650
Taxis: safety standards, 1130

Public transport system, 640

Questions without notice
Public transport automatic ticketing, 988
Racial tolerance, 1065
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BRACKS, Mr (Williamstown)

BROWN, Mr (Gippsland West) (Minister for
Transport)

Address-in-reply,684
Adjournment
Adjournment
BallaratSchoolof~es,

1659
Petroleum resource rent tax, 858
State Revenue Office, 1261
Wendouree Primary School, 1569
Workplace violence, 348
Auditor-General, 1518, 1581, 1595
Bills

Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1228, 1558
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 194
Bank of South Australia and Advance Bank Bill, 420
Children and Young Persons <Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 836
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1303,1466
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 729
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 744
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill, 762
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 581
State Taxation (Further Onuubus Amendment) Bill,
449
Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill,
1238,1535
Business of the house
P~nenruen~1492

Program, 1283
Grievances

Buses: mechanical checks, 1667
Princes Highway, 708
Rail
Clayton station, 706
Sandringham crossing, 519
Tullamarine Freeway, 706
Bills
Building (Amendment) Bill, 185,673
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 180
Rail Corporations Bill, 901, 1027, 1388
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 106, 183,419
Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill,
1543, 1551
Transport (Rail Safety) Bill, 38, 41

Christmas felicitations, 1810
National Road Transport Commission, 1281
Points of order, 650
Questions without notice
Docklands: transport museum, 1697
Public transport
automatic ticketing, 989
~ormance,392

strategy, 650
timetables, 1782
Rail

Echuca Sprinter, 1131
Mildura link, 1278

Senior executive service, 1347
Workplace violence, 75
Industrial relations reform, 1105
Personal explanation, 392
Petitions
Contaminated site, Yarraville, 617
Williamstown Hospital, 65
Points of order, 352, 364, 486, 550, 695, 862, 897, 1107,
1261,1310,1354,1433,1462,1463,1465,1603,1714
Public hospitals, 363
Questions without notice
Auditor-General: independence, 1463, 1464, 1511,
1514,1693,1695
Government advertising: funding, 192
Public sector: audits, 1781, 1782
Solicitor-General: pecuniary interests, 897

BRUMBY, Mr (Broadmeadows) (Leader of the
Opposition)
Adjournment
Veterinary research laboratories, 772
Auditor~eral,1435,1578,

1586

Bills

Appropriation (1996/97, No. I) Bill, 303
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1523
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,

1306
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 395
Melbourne Convention and Exluoition Trust Bill,
1679
Rail Corporations Bill, 1379
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 563
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 944

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Business of the house
Postponement, 1488
Pro~,557, 1521

Christmas felicitations, 1806
Condolences
Holland, Kevin Myles Stephen, Esq., 541
Hughes, Andrew Arthur, Esq., 1
Grievances
Auditor-General: independence, 1360
Rural Victoria: budget cuts, 79
Minister for Education, 557
Points of order, 93, 189, 193,292,295,367,368,388,
476,481,543,545,553,555,593,598,646,737,986,
1044, 1046, 1105, 1274, 1377, 1402, 1405, 1458, 1485,
1609
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BURKE, Ms (Prahran)
Adjoumment
Herring Island riverbank, 1752
Youth suicide, 768
Bills
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 665
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 123
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1735
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 943
Questions without notice

Drugs: education strategy, 292
Melbourne International Festival of the Arts, 736
Multimedia: on-line services, 1275

Question time
Extension, 393
Questions without notice
Auditor-General: independence, 1374, 1376, 1460,
1461,1507,1508,1510,1607,1609,1610,1695,1780
Child protection services, 1049
College of the Arts biIIboards, 297
Competition policy: judicial system. 1611, 1692
Crime compensation
Children's Protection Society, 1212
funding cuts, 1128, 1273
Premier's comments, 1209, 1210
Dental services: state funding, 189
Employment
budget forecast, 189
election promises, 3
Export federal government policy, 1276
Government spending cuts, 1043
Health
golden staph infection, 645
~os~,387,476,481

Health insurance: private rebates, 92
Hospitals
funding, 291, 293, 1132
privatisation, 735
Minister for Education: Hansard, 543, 545, 547
Ministers: pecuniary interests, 647, 649
Public sector: code of conduct, 807
St Vincent's Hospital, 4
Schools: closures, 985
Shop trading hours, 10
Solicitor-General: pecuniary interests, 803, 805, 894
Teachers: miIUster's comments, 548

Racial tolerance, 1052

CAMERON, Mr (Bendigo West)
Adjournment
Bendigo Health Care Group, 857
Bendigo Mining NL, 1661
Castlemaine woollen mill fire, 59
Racing: Teletrak proposal, 513
Tamagulla Primary School, 1816
Workcover: anaesthetists dispute, 769

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,

1564
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1313
Courts and Tribunals (General Amendment) Bill, 974
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment> Bill, 922
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1161
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 932
Legal Practice Bill, 175
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1632
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill, 1409
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 586
Stock (Seller Liability and Declarations)
(Amendment) Bill, 1457
Industrial relations refOIm, 1121
Petitions
Shop trading hours, 300
Points of order, 65, 963
Questions without notice
Racing: Teletrak proposal, 96
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CAMPBELL, Ms (Pascoe Vale)

Auditor-General, 1597

Adjournment

Bills

Disability services: residential care, 703
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 1100,
1748
Preschools: departmental responsibility, 771, 1424
TAC: wheelchair replacement, 56
Telephone interpreter service: maternal and child
health, 609, 949

Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 200
Bank of South Australia and Advance Bank Bill, 420
Rail Corporations Bill, 1383
Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1539
Petitions
Voluntary euthanasia, 1757

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1620
Children and Young Persons <Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 844
Children's Services Bill, 109
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1314
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 982, 990
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1774
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1155
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1448
Points of order, 771, 1485

CARU, Mr (Coburg)
Adjournment
Gty Link: pollution monitoring, 861
Hospitals: mental health patients, 56
La Trobe University: language faculties, 1498
Milia multimedia festival, 1262
Moreland.: home-help services, 699

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1233,1562
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 426
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,

COLE, Mr (Melbourne)
Adjournment

Cl Catering, 1338
Housing: commonwealth cutbacks, 149
Melbourne: informal council meetings, 352
Police: death of constable, 1423
Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1617
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1533
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 828
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1311
Firearms Bill, 1319
Friendly Societies (Victoria) Bill, 1397
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 138
Melbourne Convention and Exlubition Trust Bill,
1675
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill, 1406
North Melbourne Lands Bill, 850
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1707
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 596
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1523
Business of the house

Program, 560

13U
Co-operatives Bill, 1197
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1775
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 130
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1737

Condolences
Holland, I<evin Myles Stephen, Esq., 542
Points of order, 560, 593, 747, 829, 1407

Petitions
School mergers, 1757

COLEMAN, Mr (Bennettswood)
Address-in-reply,696

CLARK, Mr (Box Hill)
Adjoumment
Schools: funding formula, 224

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
COOPER. Mr (Momington)

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 341
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 142
Transport (Rail Safety) Bill, 35

Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, 1795
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Bills
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1771
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 1691
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 665
Lord Mayor's Charitable Fund Bill, 1215
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill
1738
'

Points of order, 1497
Grievances
Public transport system, 618

Dromana electorate, 1357
Petitions
Gun control, 161

CUNNINGHAM, Mr (Melton)
Bills
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 414

Petitions

Questions on notice
CFA: union negotiations, 1697
Drugs: education strategy, 294
Prisons: drugs, 1280
United Arab Emirates delegation, 801

Shire of Melton, 1105

DOLUS, Mr (Richmond)
DEAN, Dr (BeIWick)

Address-in-reply,52
Bills
Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill, 1088
Co-operatives Bill, 1202
Courts and Tribunals (General Amendment) Bill, 977
Friendly Societies (Victoria) Bill, 1393
Legal Practice Bill, 171
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1633

Industrial relations reform, 1123
Points of order, 963, 964, 1406, 1630

Adjoumment

Royal Exhibition Building, 439
Auditor-General, 1599

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 311
Building (Amendment) Bill, 671
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 123, 744
Melbourne Exhibition Centre (Amendment) Bill, 15
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,

1645
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 577
DEPtJn' S~ The (Hon. J. F. McGrath)

Business of the house
Division list, 768, 1248
Distinguished visitors, 1172

Business of the house
Postponement, 1493

Program, 562
Christmas felicitations, 1810

House Committee, 1068
Petitions
St Vmcent's Hospital, 959
DIXON, Mr (Dromana)

Points of order, 10, 293, 388, 481, 544, 552, 555, 648,
Adjournment

Rosebud
foreshore, 1817

Ufesaving Qub, 515
Secondary College, 219
Rye foreshore erosion, 1340

737,741,747,1163,1164,1235,1355,1463
Racial tolerance, 1061

(26)
DOYLE, Mr (Malvern)

Bills
Chiropractors Registration Bill, 1174
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1157
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 579

INDEX
Bills
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 135
Education system, 381
Grievances
ALP: policies, 68

Grievances

Health: government initiatives, 72

Petitions
Amcor Pty Ltd, 65

Points of order, 363, 1160, 1161, 1162
Points of order, 165
Questions without notice
ELDER, Mr (Ripon)
Education system, 374

Export perfonnance, 1273
Firearms: buy-back scheme, 647
Schools: mergers, 1783
Sun Microsystems, 390

Points of order, 1377
Questions without notice
Pleasant Creek centre, 547
GARBUIT, Ms (Bundoora)
Adjournment
ELUOIT, Mrs <Mooroolbark)
Adjournment
Mooroolbark retarding basin, 516
Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 491
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1529
Children's Services Bill, 117
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 995
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 941
Grievances
ALP: policies, 1363
Petitions
Mooroolbark railway station, 11
Mount Stirling, 1281, 1434

FINN, Mr (Tullamarine)
Adjournment
ALP: election material, 1496
Buses: Broadmeadows, 223
Darebin: councillor behaviour, 350
Statutory declaration: federal MP, 1816
Sunbury: traffic flow, 1033
Sunbury Secondary College, 770
Tullamarine Freeway, 700

Bemm River, 770
Bunyip water supply, 219
Central Gippsland Region Water Authority, 1660
Dartmoor: water contamination, 1036
Hume Weir, 514, 1339
Lake Nagambie dredging, 349
Lome: sewage treatment, 611
Schools: redevelopment, 1099
Wilsons Promontory National Park, 1495
Bills

Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 839
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 998
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1r;,g
Forestry Rights Bill, 17
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 398
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1150
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 1712
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 930
North Melbourne Lands Bill, 849
Parliament House Completion Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 1134, 1637
Port Services and Marine (Amendment) Bill, 920
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1700
Business of the house

Program, 561
Child protection services, 891
Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, 1789

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Grievances
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act, 1366
National parks, 1365
Petitions
Austin and repatriation hospital, 1577

Mount Stirling, 1577
Parliament House Completion Authority Act, 1577
Points of order, 19,357,358

Questions without notice
Minister for Conservation and Land Management
pecuniary interests, 987

GILLETI', Ms (werrlbee)
Adjournment

Goulbum Valley Highway, 63
Hospitals: mental health patient, 63
Housing: West Sunshine, 63
Liquor licence fees, 64
Lower Plenty Primary School, 704
Mickleham Primary School, 1572
Newcomb primary schools, 158
Norlane Primary School, 1571
Pacific School Games, 1429
Panton Hill Primary School, 158
Parkwood Secondary College, 955
Rail: Westall station, 158
Ripponlea Primary School kindergarten, 159
Roads: safety barriers, 63
Rosebud Secondary College, 224
Sandringham Primary School, 446
Schools
closures, 225
funding formula, 225
information technology, 1573
South Oakleigh Secondary College, 1571
Stanhope Primary School, 1667
Wendouree Primary School, 1572

Centenary Hall, Werribee, 351
Central Highlands Water, 55
Electorate officers: pay claims, 1097
Police:Werribee,1819
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 441,516,770

Auditor-General, 1580

Wyndham

Bills

co~oners,l340

elections, 702

family services, 860
Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1565,1613
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 328
Children and YOlUlg Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 842
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1309
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 996
Firearms Bill, 1327
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 660
Parliament House Completion Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 1639

Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill

1786

Business of the house
Adjournment, %1
Grievances, 15
Program, 15,302,557,813, 1283,1518
Industrial relations reform, 1110
Joint sittings of Parliament

La Trobe University, 957
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, 957
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 957, 958
GUDE, Mr (Hawthorn) (Minister for Education)

Adjoumment
Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, 158
Brandon Park and Wellington primary schools, 1573
Education
Benalla regional manager, 1573, 1666
student-at-risk program, 446

'

Education (Amendment) Bill, 394, 493
Education (Standards Council) Bill, 1612
Education (Trespass) Bill,16U
Friendly Societies (Victoria) Bill, 1401
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 397
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, U41
Melbourne Exhibition Centre (Amendment) Bill, 16
Parliament House Completion Authority (Repeal)
Bill, 1758
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 105, 177, 179, 598, 605

Industrial relations reform, 1116
Points of order, 60

(27)

Points of order, 364, 594, 1106, 1402

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee, 947

(28)

INDEX

Questions without notice
Auditor-General: independence, 1780
Drugs: education strategy, 294
Education: restructure, 477, 479
Education Victoria '96, 5
Latrobe Valley: development, 1781
Minister for Education: Hansard, 545, 547
Schools
disabled student facilities, 1378
funding cuts, 1045
information technology, 1046
mergers, 1048, 1276, 1377, 1512, 1783
minister's comments, 1131
new technology, 804
Teachers
industrial action, 1461
minister's comments, 548, 550

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill,320
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1315
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 731
Electricity Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 1080
Forestry Rights Bill, 24
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1144
Pipelines (Amendment) Bill, 1685
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bilt 1705
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 901, 1522
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill,1190
Education system, 385
Joint sittings of Parliament

La Trobe University, 957
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, 957
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 957,958
Petitions

HAERMEYER, Mr (Yan Yean)
Adjournment
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 1749
Mickleham Primary School, 1568
Nillumbik: planning approval, 610
Panton Hill Primary School, 151
Police: numbers, 443
Yarra Glen Primary School, 1499

Wellington water levy, 1185
Racial tolerance, 1058

HENDERSON, Mrs (Geelong) (Minister for Housing
and Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs)

Aboriginal deaths in custody
Bills
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1316
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 713
Firearms Bill, 1286
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill, 1178
Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1538
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1185
Business of the house

Program, 1520

Implementation report, 1578
Adjournment
Housing
commonwealth cutbacks, 154
emergency, 154,227
grants, 519
Moe,518
rental cooperatives, 519
waiting list, 612
Office of Housing: building contracts, 1427

Bills
Grievances
Emergency services: communications system, 87
Police administration, 1368
Points of order, 138,448,468,594,599, 1372, 1496, 1750

Geelong lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 405
Pipelines (Amendment) Bill, 1688
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1194
Questions without notice
Aboriginal deaths in custody, 1610

HAMILTON, Mr (Morwell)
Adjournment
Tea~:TAUFE,1747

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
HONEYWOOD, Mr (Warrandyte) (Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training and Minister
assisting the Premier on Multicu1tura1 Affairs)
Adjournment
ALP: university symposium, 520
Ballarat School of Mines, 1666
Electrical contractors: registration, 1574
Housing Guarantee Fund, 616
Immigration, 615
Kingston: trailer billboards, 616
La Trobe University: language faculties, 1500
Lome: sewage treatment, 615
Problem gambling, 615
Roads: Melbourne-Ballarat signs, 616
South East Water, 616
Workplace violence, 355
Bills

University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 395, SOB, 913, 1522
Business of the house
Program., 1283
Industrial relations reform, 1114
Points of order, 1523
Questions without notice
Adult literacy training, 988

HECS charges, 550

Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omrubus Amendments)
Bill, 761, 1091
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill, 1402
Planning and Environment (planning Schemes) Bill,
1724
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 590
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1436
Business of the house
Postponement 750
Program, 1519
Grievances
Solicitor-General: pecuniary interests, 1355
Petitions
East Kei10r traffic lights, 1434
Niddrie quarry site, 1578
Points of order, 617, 649, 661, 737, 899, 963, 964
Questions without notice
Attorney-General
Elliott case, 296
pecuniary interests, 736, 739
Crime compensation: former Minister for Health,
1274
.
Solicitor-General: pecuniary interests, 806, 895, 899,
1513

La Trobe University: language faculties, 1611
Workplace violence, 95

Racial tolerance, 1056

JASPER,. Mr (Murray Valley)
Address-in-reply,48
Adjoumment

HULLS, Mr (Niddrie)

Adjournment
Education: Benalla regional manager, 1570
Gaming: Asian community, 1497
Attomey-General,742
Auditor-General, 1604

Firearms: collection centres, 56
Hume Weir, 349, 950
Police
Moira station, 702
TungaDtah station, 1749
River Munay bridge replacement, 1427
Bills

Shop Trading ReformBill, 583
Bills

Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1615
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 473, 481
Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill, 1086
Casino (Management Agreement) (Amendment) Bill,

1642
Courts and Tnbunals (General Amendment) Bill, 962
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 653
Legal Practice Bill, 147, 161, 712
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 742
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1626
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Petitions

Shire of Moira, 161
Wangaratta Base Hospital, 65
Questions without notice
Hume Weir, 480

(30)

INDEX

JENKINS, Mr (Ballarat West)

Points of order, 387, 593

Adjournment

Questions without notice

Ballarat vacant land, 1097
Roads: Melboume-Ballarat signs, 607
Bills

Firearms Bill, 1326
Grievances
Government coalition initiatives, 82
Shop trading hours, 83
Questions without notice
Education: restructure, 477
Olympic Games: SOCOG, 807
Victorian Youth Development program, 1694

JOHN, Mr <Bendigo East)
Bills

Shop Trading Reform Bill, 602
Petitions
Shop trading hours, 299
Points of order, 592, 599

KENNETI', Mr (Burwood) (Premier, Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Minister for the Arts)

Adjoumment
ALP: branch stacking, 1752
Austel: area codes, 1570
Centenary Hall, Werribee, 354
Melbourne Airport visitor reception, 862
Petroleum resource rent tax, 862
Racism; federal member for Oxley, 353
Unemployment Indochinese community, 952
Bills

Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1134, 1222
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1134,1300,1303
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill,l06
Parliament House Completion Authority
(Amendment> Bill, 1640
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 593
Christmas felicitations, 1803

Condolences
Holland, Kevin Myles Stephen, Esq., 541
Hughes, Andrew Arthur, Esq., 1

Arts grants, 1045
Auditor-General: independence, 1374, 1376, 1507,
1511, 1607, 1609, 1610
Automotive industry: Industry Commission inquiry,
986
Bledisloe Cup, 1210
Carers: strategy, 803
College of the Arts billboards, 297
Competition policy: judicial system, 1611, 1692
Crime compensation
Children's Protection Society, 1212
funding cuts, 1129, 1273
Premier's comments, 1210
Dental services
commonwealth funding, 8
state funding, 189
Dock1ands: development, 894
Drugs: education strategy, 292
Employment
budget forecast, 190
election promises, 3
multilingual information, 1509

Export
federal government policy, 1276
performance, 1273
Firearms: buy-back scheme, 647
Foreign investment, 389
Gaming: Asian community, 1376
Government spending cuts, 1043
Health
golden staph infection, 646
tUbe!ctUos~,387,476,481

Health insurance: private rebates, 92
Hospitals
emergency services, 6
funding, 291, 293, 295, 390, 1132
privatisation, 735
readmissions,478
waiting lists, 1277, 1279
Industrial relations: reform. 1044
Investment and employment, 1608
Melbourne International Festival of the Arts, 736
Ministers: pecuniary interests, 647, 649
Mordialloc-Cheltenham Community Hospital, 651
Motorcycle grand prix, 544
Multimedia: on-line services, 1275
National Gallery, 189
National Gallery and Arts Centre, 94
Petroleum resource rent tax, 1375
Racism; federal Parliament resolution, 985
St Vincent's Hospital, 4
Schools: closures, 985
Shop trading hours, 3, 10
Taxis: safety standards, 1130
Trade: Korea and Japan, 1507

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
United Arab Emirates delegation, 802
Victorian Rural and Regional Arts Access program,

895
Victorian Youth Development program, 1694
William Angliss Knox and Sherbrooke Community
Hospital, 95

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,

1620
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1168
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,

1741

Racial tolerance, 1050

LEAN, Mr (Carrum)
KILGOUR, Mr (Shepparton)

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 324
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 923

Adjoumment
Goulbum Valley Highway, 55
Paterson's curse, 1425

Questions without notice
Industrial relations: reform, 1044

Adjournment
Aspendaleforeshore, 1817
Moorabbin Airport low-flying aircraft, 951
South East Water, 222
Under-age drinking, 1259
Bills
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 1692
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 681

Questions without notice
City Unk: documents, 9
Docldands: development, 894
Public transport timetables, 1782
Schools: disabled student facilities, 1378

KOSKY, Ms (Altona)

Adjoumment
Golden moths orchid, 1034
HOUSing
emergency, 150,222

grants, 515
waiting list, 608
Office of Housing: building contracts, 1423
Public transport fare zones, 1098
Bills

Children and Young Persons (Miscel.laneous
Amendments) Bill, 824
Planning and Environment <Planning Schemes) Bill,
1728
Education system, 378
Petitions
Altona District Hospital, 161

LElGH, Mr (Mordialloc)

Adjournment
ALP: branch stacking, 1750
I<arkarook Park, Heatherton, 351

Kingston
property valuations, 857
trailer billboards, 609
Medical fees: health insurance, 1498
Mefi>ourne: gaibagecollection, 1035
Member for Springvale: conduct, 948
Westall Road overpass, 1261
Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill,315

Business of the house

Program,558
Points of order, 468, 695
LANGDON, Mr Ovanhoe)

Adjoumment
Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre, 1262
Gaming: West HeideIberg site, 1338
Viewbank College, 1818

(31)
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(32)
LEIGHrON, Mr (Preston)
Adjournment
Disability services: early intervention, 1341

Petitions
Coode Island chemical storage, 11
Corio dental services, 300
Points of order, 226, 747, 748, 964, 1050

Bills

Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1231
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1314

Questions without notice
Gascor: consultancy, 1049
Government tender policy, 1783

Business of the house
Program, 1284
LUPTON, Mr a<nox)
Points of order, 751
Adjournment

~

Mr (Clayton)

Adjournment
Immigration, 607
Neighbourhood houses: funding, 1817
Rail
Clayton station, 702
Westall station, 152
Unemployment Indochinese community, 948
Bills

Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1619
Racial tolerance, 1063

AngIiss Hospital, 1567
Buses: mechanical checks, 1663
Knox community health service, 1262
Knox shire hall, 152
Roads: dangerous driving, 1342
South East Water, 611,1035
Te1stra: pay TV cables, 859
Bills

Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill,484
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 726
Firearms Bill, 1317
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 129
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts ~ill, 677
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1450

Grievances
Darwin: bombing raids, 1349
Points of order, 486, 592

LONEY, Mr (Geelong North)
Adjournment
Norlane Primary School, 1567
PERIN system, 220
Serrated tussock, 859

Questions without notice
Economy: government policies, 190
Interact '% multimedia expo, 898
Teachers: industrial action, 1461

Bills

Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1614
Children and Yo\U\g Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill,832
Electricity Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 1070
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 1688, 1698
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 402
Pipelines (Amendment) Bill, 1135, 1251, 1684
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 572,602,603,604,605,606
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 934

McARTHUR, Mr (Monbulk)
Adjoumment
Community Services Week, 610
Dandenongs: noxious weeds, 1101
Fire blight, 57
South East Water, 1034
Traffic lights, Upwey, 772
Yarra Ranges: Upwey office, 860
Bills

Business of the house
Postponement, 749
Program, 814

Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 437, 460
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1763
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 927

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Planning and Environment (planning Schemes) Bill,
1742
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1707
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1445
Grievances
Dandenongs: fire prevention, 1353
Points of order, 366,561, 1354, 1355, 1446
Questions without notice
Foreign investment, 389
Museum of Victoria: Moreland annexe, 899
Petroleum resource rent tax, 1375

McCALL, Ms (Frankston)

Adjournment
Legal aid: federal funding, 1423
Power skis, 348

Bills
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 992
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,

1800
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 944
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 908
Questions without notice
Forest industry, 1213
Investment and employment, 1608
Kids Under Cover program, 739
Victorian Women Lawyers Association, 7

McGILL, M:rs (Oakleigh)

Bills
Children's Services Bill, 115
Questions without notice
Gaming: Asian community, 1376
National Gallery, 189
Swimming pool and spa safety, 806

McGRATH, Mr W. D. (Wimmera) (Minister for Police
and Emergency Services and Minister for
Corrections)

Adjournment
Agricultural chemicals, 772
Ambulance services: Intergraph, 228
Aspendale foreshore, 1820
Buses: Broadmeadows, 228
Dartmoor: water contamination, 1037
Electorate officers: pay claims, 228
Firearms
collection centres, 62
permits, 954
Golden moths orchid, 1037
Intergraph: inquiry, 1820
Merrilands Secondary College, 1037
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 1753
Neighbourhood houses: funding, 1820
PERIN system, 227
Police
Keilor, 1037
Lakes Entrance station, 62
Moira station, 708
Tungamah station, 1754
Werribee,1820
Rail: passenger safety, 1754
Roads: dangerous driving, 1345
School buses: safety, 228
Schools: closures, 1037
South East Water, 1037
State historian and La Trobe library, 1820
Statutory declaration: federal MP, 1820
Sunbury: traffic flow, 1037
Veterinary research laboratories, 773
Vicroads: vehicle transfers, 1037
Victorian eye-care service, 228
Viewbank College, 1820
Western Ring Road, 1037

Bills
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 106, 218, 733
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 929
FIrearms Bill, 900, 1002, 1285, 1335
Port Setvices and Marine (Amendment) Bill, 921
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 900, 1001
Christmas felicitations, 1809

Condolences
Holland, Kevin Myles Stephen, Esq., 542
McGRATH, Mr J. F. (Warmambool) (See also
DEPUlY SPEAKER, The (Bon. J. F. McGrath»

Grievances
Police: administration, 1371

Presiding Officers and parliamentary reports, 867

Naming and suspension of member, 482

Questions without notice

Carers: strategy, 803
Schools: mergers, 1276

(33)

Points of order, 545, 1372

(34)
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Questions without notice
CFA: union negotiations, 1697
Correctional services: drugs, 546
Drugs: database, 1048
Prisons: drugs, 1280

McLELLAN, Mr (Frankston East)
Adjournment
Fraud
Chinese businessman, 440
inv~entsdheDle,947

Bills
Children's Services Bill, 116
Corrections (ADlencim.ent) Bill, 727
Road Safety (ADlenciInent) Bill, 415
Personal explanation, 460
Petitions
Capital punishInent, 65
Questions without notice
Albury-Wodonga: Dlunicipal arrangeDlents, 1464
Electricity industry: national xnarket, 1047
Local govenunent compulsory cODlpetitive
tendering, 1609

MACLELLAN, Mr (Pakenlwn) (Minister for Planning
and Local GovemD1ent)
Adjournment
Ascot Vale library, 706
Bend.igo Health Care Group, 864
Buses: Eltham-Diamond Creek, 1755
Casey: road funding, 1819
City Link: Baulderstone Homibrook, 1667
Darebin: councillor behaviour, 360
Education: federal funding, 1754
Herring Island riverbank, 1755

HUD1e Weir, 444
Kingston: property valuations, 864
Maribymong River, 865
Melbourne: informal council Il\eetings, 359
Member for Springvale: conduct, 954
Merbein: channel reserve, 1755
Nillwnbik
finances, 1264
plaruting approval, 614
Planning and local government alcohol purchases,
359
Power skis, 359
Rail: Epping line, 1264

Rosebud foreshore, 1819
Royal Exhibition Building, 445
Tamagulla Primary School, 1819
Teachers: TAFE, 1755
Telstra: pay 1V cables, 865
Wernbee: toxic waste dump, 445
Westall Road overpass, 1264
WyndhaD1
conunissioners, 1345
elections, 706
faInily services, 866
Yarra Ranges: Upwey offices, 865
Bills
Building (Amendment) Bill, 106
Casino (ManageD1ent AgreeDlent) (AmenciInent) Bill,
1134, 1249, 1644
Local GovernD1ent (ADlendm.ent) Bill, 145,742,745
Parliament House CODlpletion Authority
(AmenciInent) Bill, 1134, 1249
Planning and EnvironDlent (Planning ScheDles) Bill,
1134,1243,1800
Business of the house
P~ne~t747,

1492

Points of order, 552, 618, 687, 858, 1099, 1642
Questions without notice
City Link: documents, 9
Heritage buildings: funding, 549
Legal aid: federal funding, 648
Llbraries: funding, 1049
Local government cOlnpulsory coDlpetitive
tendering, 1609
Museum of Victoria: Moreland annexe, 899
National Trust new museuD1. 738
Roads: Federation Square, 297
Swimming pool and spa safety, 806

Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 652, 900

McNAMARA, Mr (Benalla) (Deputy Premier and
Minister for Agriculture and Resources)
Adjoumment
Bend.igo Mining NL, 1666
Bunyip water supply, 226
Central Gippsland Region Water Authority, 1665
Central Highlands Water, 59
Fire blight, 60
Gaming: Asian community, 1500
Hume Weir, 356, 955
Lake Nagambie dredging, 356
South East Water, 226
Sunraysia: citrus industry, 1102

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Bills
Fann Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 363
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 1135, 1252, 1698, 1699
Fisheries (Further Amendment) Bill, 1612
Pipelines (Amendment) Bill, 1135, 1250, 1251, 1252
Stock (Seller Liability and Declarations)
(Amendment) Bill, 900,1032

Business of the house

(35)

Petitions
Moonee Valley: commissioners, 1577

Points of order, 483, 706

MAUGHAN, Mr CRodney)

Postponement, 1493

Adjournment
Condolences
Hughes, Andrew Arthur, Esq., 2

Points of order, 1179
Questions without notice
Forest Urudustry, 1213
Hume Weir, 296, 480
Salinity: rural Victoria, 1462
Veterinary research laboratories, 805
VVoolindustry,1695

Racial tolerance, 1053

E~olproduction,1496

Rural Victoria: petrol prices, 1339
School buses: safety,221
Stanhope Primary School, 1662
Taxation: payroll exemption, 443
Vicroads: vehicle transfers, 1036
Bills
Firearms Bill, 1334
Rail Corporations Bill, 1386

Points of order, 1379, 1458
Questions without notice

Rail: Echuca Sprinter, 1131
Workplace violence, 95 .
MADDIGAN, Mrs (Essendon)

Adjoumment
.Ascot Vale library, 700
City Link
Baulderstone Homibrook, 1663
pollution monitoring, 950
Electorate officers: pay claims, 223

Es.sendon Airport, 1426
Es.sendon-East I<eilor District Secondary College,
1098
Maribymong River, 859
Ophthalmic surgery waiting lists, 440
Roads: safety barriers, 57
State historian and La Trobe librarian, 1818

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill" 487
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,

1308
Corrections (Amendment> Bill, 723
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1768
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 658
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1165
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 121
Lord Mayor's Charitable Fund Bill, 1216
Planning and Environment (planning Schemes) Bill,
1744
Rail Corporations Bill, 1384
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 939
Transport (Rail Safety) Bill, 33
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 909

MICALLEF, Mr (Springvale)

Address-in-reply,44
Adjournment

Racism: federal member for Oxley, 348
Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1136,1230,1552
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1305, 1475
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 993
Education (Amendment) Bill,394
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1778
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 670
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 679

Grievances

Dental health, 84
Ethnic affairs: government policies, 83
Industrial relations: reform, 85
Shop trading hours, 84

Industrial relations reform, 1112
Petitions
Shop trading hours, 617, 867
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Points of order, 317, 350, 1234, 1485
Racial tolerance, 1055

MILDENHALL, Mr (Footscray)
Address-in-reply,692
Adjournment
Education
federal funding, 1750
student-at-risk program, 442
Parkwood Secondary College, 951
Schools: closures, 222, 1035
South Oakleigh Secondary College, 1566
Teachers: minister's comments, 516

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 338
Education (Amendment) Bill, 852
Education (Standards Council) Bill, 1612
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 745
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill, 1181

Business of the house
Program, 559
Education system, 369
Grievances
Education system, 66
Schools: mergers, 1351
Points of order, 1046
Questions without notice
Education: restructure, 479
Schools
funding cuts, 1044
information teclmology, 1045
mergers, 1047, 1377
minister's comments, 1131
Teachers: minister's comments, 549

NAPTHINE, Dr (Portland) <Minister for Youth and
Community Services)
Adjournment

Angliss Hospital, 1574
Arts festival billboards, 710
Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre, 1264
Bayside Hockey Oub, 1501
Bemm River, 774

Community Services Week, 613
Dandenong youth cafe, 773
Disability services
early intervention, 1343
residential care, 709
Ethanol production, 1501
Family support programs, 1668
Fraud: Chinese businessman, 447
Gippsland Lifeline, 157
Health: breast cancer, 614
Hume Acquired Brain Injury Task Force, 1502
Hume Weir, 521
Kealba quarry, 1502
Kingston: lifesaving clubs, 774
Knox community health service, 1265
Koori juvenile justice project, 1265
Medical fees: health insurance, 1501
Mooroolbark retarding basin, 522
Moreland: house-help services, 709
Ophthalmic surgery waiting lists, 447
Parliament House Completion Authority, 1669
Police:n~,447

Preschools
departmental responsibility, 775
funding, 522
Proposed Knox hospital, 1502
Public venues: noise levels, 708
Rosebud Lifesaving Oub, 521
Schools: chaplains, 1343
Sunbury Secondary College, 774
Taxation: payroll exemption, 447
Teachers: minister's comments, 521
Telephone interpreter service: nlatemal and child
health,613
Traffic lights, Upwey, 775
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 521, 775
Wilsons Promontory National Park, 1501
Workcover: anaesthetists dispute, 774
Yarra Glen Primary School, 1502
Youth suicide, 774

Bills
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 394, 496, 847
Children's Services Bill, 118
Chiropractors Registration Bill, 653, 765, 1176
Electricity Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 752
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 511
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 653, 763,
1169,1746
Lord. Mayor's Charitable Fund Bill, 901, 1029,1221,
1626
Mental Health (Interstate Provisions) Bill,901, 1030,
1456
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omrubus Amendments)
Bill,762,1221
Optometrists Registration Bill, 901, 1028
Osteopaths Registration Bill, 653, 766, 1178

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1710
Stock (Seller Liability and Declarations)
(Amendment) Bill, 1459
Child protection services, 880
Health Services Commissioner, 1758
Personal explanation, 959
Points of order, 771, 829,1160,1163
Questions without notice
Child protection services, 801, 1049
Disability services: adult students, 1133
Freeza, 193
Kids Under Cover program, 739
Pleasant Creek centre, 547
Victorian Child Death Review Committee, 984

PERRIN, Mr (Bulleen)
Address-in-reply,41
Better Roads program, 1124

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill,308
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1471
Forestry Rights Bill, 25
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill,416
Industrial relations reform, 1119
Petitions
Palliative care, 299
Points of order, 484, 750

Victorian Child Death Review Committee, 867

PERTON, Mr (Doncaster)
PANDAZOPOULOS, Mr (Dandenong)
Adjournment
Bayside Hockey Club, 1496
Casey: road funding, 1815
Kingston: lifesaving clubs, 768
Sports stadium: siting, 701
Tabcorp: Melbourne Cup Day, 1259

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill,433
Co-operatives Bill, 1194
Friendly Societies (Victoria) Bill, 1390
Melbourne Convention and ExluDition Trust Bill,
1671
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill, 1410
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 674

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 421
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill,418
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 574
Law Refonn Committee

Jury service, 1578
Personal explanation, 363
Points of order, 591,945, 1404, 1405, 1407
Racial tolerance, 1059

PEULIOI, Mrs (Bentleigh)
Address-in-reply, 689
Adjournment

PATERSON, Mr (South Barwon)

ALP: university symposium, 514
Pacific School Games, 1426

Bills
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 822
Children's Services Bill, 108

Bills

Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 997
Points of order, 768

Questions without notice
Firefighting services, 1513
Shop trading hours, 3
VeterinaIy research laboratories, 805

(37)

Questions without notice
Education Victoria '96, 5
Employment multilingual information, 1509
Racism: federal Parliament resolution, 985
Racial tolerance, 1062

(38)
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PHILLIPS, Mr (Eltham)

Adjournment
Buses: Eltham-Diamond Creek, 1751
Lower Plenty Primary School, 700
Nillumbik: finances, 1263
Bills

Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1731
Questions without notice
Electricity industry: privatisation, 478
Libraries: funding, 1049
Trade: Korea and Japan, 1507

PLOWMAN, Mr A. F. (Benambra)
Adjournment
Agricultural chemicals, 769
AIbury-Wodonga: municipal arrangements, 1464
Austel: area codes, 1568
Hume Acquired Brain Injury Task Force, 1498
Hume Weir, 441
Liquor licence fees, 58, 1341
Victorian eye-care service, 220
Victorian Plantations Corporation: freehold titles, 858

REYNOLDS, Mr (Gisborne) (Minister for Sport and
Minister for Rural Development)
Adjournment
Castlemaine Woollen Mill fire, 63
City Unk: pollution mOnitoring, 956
Eastern Freeway extension, 1103
Electorate officers: pay claims, 1103
Essendon Airport, 1431
Essendon-East Keilor District Secondary College,
1103
Gaming: West Heidelberg site, 1345
Hume Weir, 1346
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 1104
Moorabbin Airport low-flying aircraft, 956
Planning: Brighton property, 1431
Police: death of constable, 1430
Preschools: departmental responsibility, 1431
Public transport: fare zones, 1103
Racing: Teletrak proposal, 517
River Murray bridge replacement, 1431
St Albans-Sydenham Road, 1346
Schools
cleaners, 1104
redevelopment, 1103
Sports stadium: siting, 704
TAB: Sky Channel dispute, 705
Telephone interpreter service: maternal and child
health, 956
Waverley Park, 1102
Western Ring Road, 1431

Bills

Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,

1231
Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill, 1089
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 733
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill, 1183

Bills

Building (Amendment) Bill, 671
Melbourne Convention and Exhlbition Trust Bill,
1135,1250,1682
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 106, 217,

682
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 394, 506

Grievances
Diesel fuel prices, 1367
Petitions
Towong Shire Council, 299

Questions without DOtice
Olympic Games: SOCOG,807
Racing: Teletrak proposal, %
Sport and recreation grants, 97

Points of order, 610, 964, 1310
Questions without DOtice
Bledisloe Cup, 1209
Hume Weir, 296

RICHAlIDSON, Mr (Forest Hill)
Adjoumment

Eastern Freeway extension, 1098
Bills

PLOWMAN, Mr S. J. (Evelyn) (See S~ The
(Hon. S. J. Plowman)

Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 412
Grievances

Local government reform,. 85

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Petitions

(39)

Scmtiny of legislation committees, 711

Eastmont Primary School, 1185
Racial tolerance, 1064
Road Safety Committee

SAVAGE, Mr (Mildura)

Effects of drugs other than alcohol report, 1515

Adjournment
Housing Guarantee Fund, 609
Merbein: channel reserve, 1751
Sunraysia: citrus industry, 1099
ROWE, Mr (Cranboume)
Adjournment
Oandenong youth cafe, 771
TAB: Sky Channel dispute, 703
Bills

Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1153

Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee

Bills

Firearms Bill, 1324
Parliament House Completion Authority (Repeal)

Bill,1758
Questions without notice
Better Roads, 391
Rail: Mildura link, 1278

Sexual assault against adults, 1578
Points of order, 555
Questions without notice
Arts grants, 1045
Budget presentation, 1693
Motorcycle grand prix, 544

RYAN, Mr (Gippsland South)

Adjournment
Fuea.rms: permits, 949
Wilsons Promontory National Park, 1661
Bills

Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 333
Fuea.rms Bill, 1330
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 656
Legal Practice Bill, 204
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill, 1095

SEITZ, Mr (Keilor)
Adjournment
Housing
rental cooperatives, 517
West Sunshine, 58
Kealba quarry, 1500
Police: Keilor, 1037
Problem gambling, 612
St AIbans-Sydenham Road, 1342
Schools: cleaners, 1101
Sheriff's Office, 952
Vocational education and training, 1263
Bills

Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 345
Co-operatives Bill, 1204
Firearms Bill, 1333
Grievances

KeaIba quarry, 1373

Petitions

Drugs: decrimina.lisation, 808
Points of order, 661, 1093, 1274
Questions without notice
Latrobe Valley: development, 1780

Scrutiny of Ads and Regulations Committee

SHARDEY, MI5 (Caulfield)

Adjournment
Health: breast cancer, 608
Ripponlea Primary School kindergarten, 151

}Uertrn~,

11,300,556,808,1068, 1282,1515
Evidence Act, 300
Hire Purchase Act, 1671
Third annual report, 867
Unlawful Assemblies and Processions Act, 1671

Bills

Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1142

(40)
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Condolences
Hughes, Andrew Arthur, Esq., 2

Petitions

SPEAKER, The (Hon. S. J. Plowman)
BLF Custodian, 1758
Christmas felicitations, 1814

Royal Melbourne Hospital, 10
Questions without notice
Roads: Federation Square, 297
Schools: new technology, 804

Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, 1378
Condolences
Holland, Kevin Myles Stephen, Esq., 543
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Questions on notice answered during period covered by this index
Qn

1
2
3
4
6
7

Subject matter
Gaming: consultancies
Electricity, gas and water industry reform
Premier and Cabinet publications
Conservation and Land Management
capital works
Planning and Local Government
alcohol purchases
Conservation and Land Management
ente~entexpenses

8
9
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Conservation and Land Management
stress-related leave
Education: media research and public
opinion polling
Learning assessment project
Women's Affairs: staffing levels
Youth and Community Services: staffing levels
Melbourne's Open House project
Agenda 21 Quarterly
South Eastern Arterial: billboards
Industry, Science and Technology:
advertising brochures

Small Business October

30

Finance: plant safety regulations
Treasury: advertising
Finance: advertising
Agriculture and Resources: advertising
Industry, Science and Technology: advertising
Small Business: advertising
Transport advertising
Police and Emergency Services, and

31

Police and Emergency Services, and

22

23
24
25

26
29

Co~ons:advertising
Co~ons:advertising

32
33
34
36
38

39
42
44

45

46

50

51
52
53

Rural Development advertising
Roads and Ports: advertising
Arts: advertising
Planning and Local Government advertising
Gaming: advertising
Oassrooms of the Future programs
'Victorian Doctors Dispute: The Facts'
Treasury: electricity advertising
Victorian Government Purchasing Board.:
media contracts
Victorian Government Purchasing Board:
media contracts
Roads: project costs
Welcome to School campaign
Premier and Cabinet annual reports
Multicultural Affairs: annual reports
Police and Emergency Services, and
Co~ons: annual reports
Police and Emergency Services, and
Co~ons: annual reports

Asked by

Answered by

Page
279

Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos

MrsWade
Mr Stockdale
MrKennett

Mr Pandazopoulos

Mrs Tehan

777

Mr Pandazopoulos

Mr Maclellan

229

Mr Pandazopoulos

MrsTehan

777

Mr Pandazopoulos

Mrs Tehan

777

Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos

MrGude
MrGude
MrsWade
DrNapthine
Mr Maclellan
Mr Maclellan
MrBrown

229
230

Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrPandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos

MrGude
MrReynolds
Mr Stockdale
Mr Stockdale
Mr Stockdale
MrMcNamara
MrGude
MrReynolds
MrBrown

Mr Pandazopoulos

Mr W. D. McGrath

232

Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrPandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos

Mr W. D. McGrath
MrReynolds
MrBrown
MrKennett
Mr Maclellan
MrsWade
MrGude
DrNapthine
Mr Stockdale

232
1039

Mr Pandazopoulos

MrI<ennett

235

Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrPandazopoulos
MrPandazopoulos

Mr Stockdale
MrBrown
MrGude
MrKennett
MrKennett

282
235
238
238
238

Mr Pandazopoulos

Mr W. D. McGrath

239

Mr Pandazopoulos

Mr W. D. McGrath

531

1821
1267

778
1823
230

231
231
779
779

780
780
279

781
782
782
232

280
533

232
234
234
234

282
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55
57
58

59
60
61
62
64
65

66

67

68
69

70
72

73

74
75
76
77
79

80

81
82
83
84
85
86
88
89
90

91
92
93
95
96
97
98
101
102
103

Subject matter

Asked by

Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Tourism: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Agriculture and Resources: annual reports
Industry, Science and Technology: annual reports Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Rural Development annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Education: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Small Business: annual reports
Youth and Community Services: annual reports Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Sport: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Health: annual reports
Attorney-General, Fair Trading and
Mr Pandazopoulos
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Attorney-General, Fair Trading and
Mr Pandazopoulos
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Attorney-General, Fair Trading and
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Attorney-General, Fair Trading and
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Treasury: annual reports
Attorney-General, Fair Trading and
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Attorney-General, Fair Trading and
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Arts: annual reports
Conservation and Land Management
Mr Pandazopoulos
annual reports
Planning and Local Government annual reports Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Housing: annual reports
Finance: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Gaming: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Tertiary Education and Training: consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
Education: consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
Multicultural Affairs: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Multicultural Affairs: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Tourism:adven±ring
Tourism: adven±ring
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Health: adven±ring
Health: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Roads and Ports: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Finance: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Finance: advertising
Youth and Community Services: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Youth and Community Services: advertising
MrPandazopoulos
Women's Affairs: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Women's Affairs: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
Tourism: consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
Agriculture and Resources: consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
Industry, Science and Technology: consultancies Mr Pandazopoulos
Rural Development consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
Education: consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
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Mr W. D. McGrath

239

Mr W. D. McGrath
MrMcNamara
MrMcNamara
MrGude
Mr Reynolds
MrGude
Mr Reynolds
DrNapthine
Mr Reynolds
DrNapthine

531
782
783
784
1039
239
784
1268
525
240

MrsWade

240

MrsWade

532

MrsWade

240

MrsWade
Mr Stockdale

532

MrsWade

240

MrsWade
MrKennett

532
534

MrsTehan
Mr Maclellan
Mrs Henderson
Mr Stockdale
MrsWade
Mr Honeywood
MrGude
MrKennett
MrKennett
MrMcNamara
MrMcNamara
DrNapthine
DrNapthine
MrBrown
Mr Stockdale
Mr Stockdale
DrNapthine
DrNapthine
MrsWade
MrsWade

785
242
785

283

283

243
243
243
244
535
786
786
1268
1269
284
285

286
1269
1270
244
244

Mr W. D. McGrath
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Mr W. D. McGrath
MrMcNamara
MrMcNamara
MrGude
Mr Reynolds
MrGude

244
787
787
788
1039
245

